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University of Manitoba
to revive Judaic Studies

program this fall
By BERNIE BELLAN 

After a 20-year absence the
University of Manitoba will once
again have a full-fledged Judaic
Studies program available this fall.
Students will be able to take a
range of classes toward a minor in
Judaic Studies.

While many of the classes have
been offered to students in past
years, such as classes in Jewish
history and language, since 1989
they have fallen under the juris-
diction of various other programs,
such as Linguistics, Religious
Studies, or History.

How and why the Judaic Studies
program was dismantled provides a fascinating study in intra-depart-
mental rivalries, funding problems, and bureaucratic inertia. Allan
Levine’s recently published Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish
People of Manitoba describes the agonizing over the decision to sus-
pend the program in great detail. (For an excerpt from that book dis-
cussing the key events in 1989, turn to page 4.) 

As currently conceived, the Judaic Studies program will draw upon
the talents of professors from different departments, including:
Linguistics - Hebrew, to be taught by Prof. Moshe Nahir, and Yiddish,
to be taught by Rachela Secter; History - the history of anti-Semitism
and the Holocaust - instructor to be announced, and German and
German-Jewish history, to be taught by Prof. Ben Baader; Religious
Studies - Talmud, Introduction to Hebrew Scriptures, and
Contemporary Judaism, to be taught by Prof. Justin Lewis: and Political
Studies. - Middle East Politics, to be taught by Prof. Tami Jacoby. 

In explaining how the program came to be revived, Prof. Baader said
that “basically, the program was a ghost.” Each year the university cal-
endar would list all the courses that used to be offered when there
were three teachers in the program: Rabbis Neal Rose and Moshe
Stern, along with Moshe Nahir.

When both Rabbis Rose and Stern left the program for different rea-

Prof. Ben Baader announces
revival of Judaic Studies pro-
gram at University of
Manitoba.

(Cont. on page 4. See “Judaic Studies program”.)

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a major policy address
at Bar-Ilan University in Israel on June 14, 2009 for the first time
endorsed a Palestinian state, but with conditions. Michael
Kramer/flash90/jta.

News analysis

Will Bibi’s speech be enough
for Palestinians, Americans?

By LESLIE SUSSER 

JERUSALEM (JTA) – After two months of intense American pressure,
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu finally uttered the magic
words: two states for two peoples.

“In my peace vision, there are two free peoples living together side
by side in our small land, with good neighborly relations and in mutu-
al respect – each with its own flag, its own national anthem and its
own government,” Netanyahu declared in a much-anticipated speech
Sunday at Bar-Ilan University.

The question is, will the speech be enough to kick-start a genuine
negotiating process with the Palestinians?

Netanyahu set numerous conditions for a Palestinian state.
The Palestinians first would have to recognize Israel as the state of

(Cont. on page 2. See “Bibi’s speech”.)



the Jewish people; Jerusalem would remain
Israel’s undivided capital; a solution for
Palestinian refugees would have to be found
outside Israel’s borders; and the United States

would have to guarantee that the Palestinian state would remain
demilitarized and not sign treaties with countries hostile to Israel.

“If we get this guarantee for demilitarization and necessary security
arrangements for Israel, and if the Palestinians recognize Israel as the
state of the Jewish people, we will be willing in a future peace agree-
ment to reach a solution of a demilitarized Palestinian state alongside
the Jewish state,” Netanyahu pledged.

The White House called the statement “an important step forward.”
The initial signs that Netanyahu’s speech would spur renewed nego-

tiations were not promising.
Chief Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erakat complained that by taking

core issues like Jerusalem and refugees off the table, the new Israeli
leader had closed the door on peace talks.

“Netanyahu will have to wait a thousand years to find a single
Palestinian who will cooperate with him on the basis of his Bar-Ilan
speech,” Erakat declared.

Egypt’s President Hosni Mubarak, whose views carry considerable
clout in the Arab world, said Netanyahu’s demand that the Palestinians
recognize Israel as a Jewish state was “destroying the chances for
peace.”

Some Israeli analysts suggest that the strong U.S. pressure on Israel
in recent weeks has lulled the Palestinians into thinking that President
Obama will deliver Israel for them.

So the next key move is Obama’s. He will have to decide whom to
pressure now: Netanyahu to make further concessions, or the
Palestinians to engage in peace talks on the basis of Netanyahu’s
acceptance of the two-state model. 

In his speech, Netanyahu studiously avoided saying anything about
freezing building in existing West Bank settlements or removing ille-
gal outposts. Obama had insisted on a freeze for two reasons: to win
Palestinian confidence and press Netanyahu into making the more sig-
nificant two-state concession.

By making the two-state commitment, Netanyahu now hopes to gain
wiggle room over the timing and scope of any settlement freeze.

When former Prime Minister Ehud Olmert engaged in a vigorous
peace process with the Palestinians – and George W. Bush was presi-
dent – Israel was allowed to build in Jewish settlements west of the

security fence on the grounds that they almost certainly would remain
in Israel proper under the terms of any final peace deal.

Netanyahu will want to negotiate something similar, at the very
least.

The new American administration has been playing a strong carrot-
and-stick game with Israel, trying to give it the confidence to make
concessions while leaning on it heavily to do so. In practice, this has
meant re-emphasizing America’s unshakeable commitment to Israel’s
security and clarifying its support for Israel as the Jewish state, while
pressing Netanyahu on settlements and the two-state model. 

Netanyahu emerged from his mid-May meeting with Obama shaken
by the American president’s dispassionate resolve. Twice the prime
minister dispatched high-level emissaries in an effort to mollify the
Americans, but to no avail.

At a recent meeting in London, an Israeli delegation led by Cabinet
minister Dan Meridor got no change from special U.S. Mideast envoy
George Mitchell, and Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak returned
from a recent trip to Washington with a message from the Americans
that they “meant business.”

What made the American stick even more effective was the fact that
it was backed by an ambitious peace timetable: Obama reportedly has
informed the Israelis that he intends to announce a full-fledged
American peace plan in July, and hopes to achieve peace between
Israel and the Arab world, including the establishment of a Palestinian
state, within two years.

In sync with the American timetable, the Egyptians have given the
rival Palestinian factions, Fatah and Hamas, until July 7 to reach a
national unity agreement. In making his Bar-Ilan speech, Netanyahu
was trying to keep Israel ahead of the curve.

By MYRON LOVE 

There may be changes coming to our communi-
ty’s annual CJA campaign next year. Rael Ludwig,
who is in his second year as overall campaign
chair, reports that organizers are considering elim-
inating the two-line option.

Winnipeg is the only Jewish community in North
America that still has a two-line system which
gives contributors the option of allocating part or
all of their donations to the local community or
Israel, Ludwig notes. “In some years, we may have
wanted to direct more money to Israel. In other
years, we may have wanted to direct more funds to
local needs. A one-line card would give us more
flexibility.”

CJA Executive Director Elaine Goldstine reports
that over the last three years “the CJA split has
been running at 70-30 per cent local
national/overseas [contributions]...In 2006 we
raised an additional $2 million for the Lebanon
war.” 

If the change is made, Ludwig adds, it won’t
come into effect until the 2010 campaign. If the
change is made, it would come only after exten-
sive consultation with the community, Goldstine adds.

Another change under consideration is whether or not to allow all
donors to designate which beneficiaries receive their donations. In the
past, only major donors - who have contributed $18,000 and up -
have had that option.

Ludwig reports that his committee hasn’t yet set financial targets for
the ’09-’10 campaign. Winnipeg’s 2008-09 Combined Jewish Appeal
campaign fell somewhat short of its target - for the first time in 10
years - but campaign officials aren’t complaining.

“Our campaign was flat last year,” says Goldstine,
“but we at least matched the dollar figures ($5.3 mil-
lion) that we raised in 2007-2008. Many other com-
munities weren’t able to reach the totals they hit the
year before.”

Goldstine reports that the goal for 2008-09 was
$5.5 million. While the local line held its own, she
says, contributions to Israel dropped slightly. “People
are assessing their portfolios and may not be able to
increase their gifts,” Ludwig says. “We dodged two
bullets last year. The economic collapse happened in
mid-Canada so we were able to break even. Also, we
didn’t have any money invested with Bernie Madoff.”

Ludwig reports that a meeting of canvassers on
March 30 generated a lot of enthusiasm among
younger canvassers. “We brought in Susan Jackson
(from the Toronto Federation’s UJA campaign) to act
as a facilitator to give us some new ideas for the cam-
paign and how to motivate donors,” Ludwig says.

He recalls that, years ago, most of the canvassers
were volunteers. Now, he says, half the canvassing is
done by paid staff.

“We would like to get back to where more of the
canvassing is done by volunteers,” he says.

The new chair of the Women’s Division for 2009-
10 is Marcia Cosman, a third generation community leader. Cosman
has been a CJA canvasser for 25 years. She joined the CJA’s manage-
ment team two years ago.

“We are looking forward to having more programs this year to show
women what we do and hopefully inspire them to give more,”
Cosman says.

“We are optimistic that we can continue to raise the money we
require to fund the services that our community needs,” says Elaine
Goldstine. 
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CJA Campaign Organizers Considering Eliminating Two-Line Card Option
Campaign fell somewhat short of its target for first time in a decade

Rael Ludwig

Winnipeg Section of NCJW Regains
Charitable Status 

Rose Aziman, president of the Winnipeg Section of National
Council of Jewish Women has informed The Jewish Post & News
that the Winnipeg Section has regained its charitable status from
Revenue Canada, and this will apply retroactively from the date
when it lost same.

Bibi’s speech
(Cont. from page 1.)



By RHONDA SPIVAK 

Israel’s Ambassador to Canada, Miriam Ziv,
says that while all options are on the table,
the “Israeli government’s main goal is to find
a diplomatic solution” to the problem of
Iran’s quest to become a nuclear power.

Ziv is a veteran career diplomat whose first
foreign posting, in 1974, was to Toronto,
where she spent five years as vice-consul.
She spoke to a gathering of community lead-
ers at a luncheon sponsored by the Jewish
Federation on June 3rd at the Campus.

If President Obama’s “engagement” of Iran
doesn’t produce results, then “we [the inter-
national community] will need to go with
really tough sanctions,” Ziv said. 

“We need to exert pressure and strong
sanctions that will create pressure on Iran to
change its course...U.N. Security Council
resolutions aren’t strong enough...We need
to close down the banking system-European
banks that do business with Iranian banks
ought to cease doing so,” Ziv said. 

Ziv also explained that Iranian oil is
refined outside of Iran, and thus Iran is eco-
nomically dependent on other countries to refine its oil. “We need to
stop enabling Iran to refine its oil,” said Ziv, who noted that this mea-
sure would create real economic pressure on Iran to change its course
of action. 

Ziv, who is Israel’s first female ambassador to Canada, said that “the
Israeli assessment is that the end of 2009 is when Iran will have the
capacity to build a nuclear bomb...That time line has not moved for
the last two years.” 

She noted that there are three components necessary for Iran to
build a nuclear bomb: 

“They [the Iranians] need to enrich uranium, they need missiles and
they need warheads...the bomb ....They have [the necessary] mis-
siles...They have had the program for warheads for a long time... the
only question is whether they have enough enriched uranium,” Ziv
said. 

“Up until now Iran has produced lower grade uranium, uranium that
is lower than the 93 per cent higher grade uranium that is required,”
Ziv continued. 

She explained that to produce the higher grade enriched uranium
necessary, Iran “has to take the decision to kick out U.N. inspectors “
and “then in three to four months they’ll be able to do it [produce a
nuclear bomb].” 

“Imagine how bold Iran will be when it has the bomb. The threat is
not only to Israel but to all the world,” Ziv said emphatically. 

Turning to the peace process, Ziv said that despite all of the talk
about “two states for two peoples,” the negotiations carried out by for-
mer Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni produced “nothing.” She said
that the Israelis and Palestinians ought to enter negotiations, without
deciding in advance what the result will be. “The process needs to
start from the bottom up, not from the top down,” she said. 

Ziv stressed that Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu was taking mea-
sures to “ease the daily life of the Palestinians”, by “increasing the
number of permits for businessmen from the West Bank to be able to
enter Israel.” Prior to the second intifada, according to Ziv, Israel gave
“60,000 permits to Palestinian businessmen to come into Israel,” but
Israel stopped this due to the threat of suicide bombers. 

Notwithstanding that “Jewish settlers [in the West Bank] have
already been complaining about easing these restrictions that enable
more businessmen to travel back and forth,” Ziv said. “Netanyahu is
intent on easing the restrictions.” 

Ziv added that “the Israeli government has already set up a ministe-
rial committee looking into ways to increase investment in the West
Bank” to improve the Palestinian economy.

Ziv first entered Israel’s foreign ministry in 1972, following her stud-
ies in English linguistics and political science at Tel Aviv University.
She was later the first deputy director general (for Africa).

She and her husband, retired diplomat Ariel Kenet, are the parents
of twin sons, now 24, who have remained in Israel to continue their
studies.

Ziv was posted to Rome in 1991- she was No. 3 at the embassy, her
husband No. 2. Ziv’s responsibility was to be the contact with the
Vatican. In that role, she said, “we managed to reach an agreement
with the Holy See and establish relations...something that was one of

the highlights of my career.” 
She also told her audience that increasing

Israel’s presence at Canadian universities,
and combating Israel-apartheid week on
campuses is a priority.

She noted that “I came to the most friend-
ly government [Canada’s Harper govern-
ment] in the world which makes the life of
an ambassador easy.” She added that her
counterparts in Europe “are having a much
more difficult time.”

The Israeli embassy, according to Ziv,
intends to reach out to the provinces and
explore partnership opportunities, patterned
after the ground-breaking partnership

between JNF with Manitoba’s government in the areas of agricultural
and water technology. 

Ziv also noted that the Israeli embassy is organizing activities togeth-
er with the Canadian government to celebrate this year’s 60th anniver-
sary of joint relations between the two countries.
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Israel’s Ambassador Advocates Tough Sanctions Against Iran

Miriam Ziv - Israel’s Ambassador to Canada
says Israeli assessments are that by the end of
2009 Iran will have the capacity to make a
nuclear bomb. Photo by Rhonda Spivak.

See related story “Jason Kenney in Israel” on page 4.

She noted that “I came to the most
friendly government [Canada’s
Harper government] in the world
which makes the life of an
ambassador easy.” She added that her
counterparts in Europe “are having a
much more difficult time.”



Jason Kenney in Israel
By RHONDA
SPIVAK

Ha’aretz reported
that Canada’s
Minister of
C i t i z e n s h i p ,
Immigration and
Mult icultural ism
Jason Kenney said
while in Israel at
the end of May that
“new anti-
Semitism” that
emanates from an
alliance of Western
leftists and Islamic
extremists is more
dangerous than the
“old European”
form of Jew-hatred. 

“The existential
threat faced by
Israel on a daily
basis is ultimately a
threat to the broad-
er Western civiliza-
tion,” Kenney was quoted in Ha’aretz as saying. 

“It’s a threat that comes from profoundly undemocratic
forces that don’t have the same conception of human dig-
nity or freedom, and which abuse Israel as a kind of repre-
sentative of the broader West and Western liberal-democra-
tic values,” Kenney continued. 

Last month Kenney was elected Canada’s “Best Overall
MP” by fellow parliamentarians. 

As quoted in Ha’aretz, Kenney said many anti-Israel
attacks come from adherents of a form of anti-Semitism that
appears to view a Jewish homeland as illegitimate: 

“Israel is not perfect, obviously... Israelis should be the
first to admit that. But we acknowledge that so much of the
criticism Israel faces is motivated by a dangerous form of
anti-Semitism that tries to hide behind anti-Zionism and is
represented by a coalition of the far left in the West with
extreme currents of jihadi Islam that seek the destruction of
the Jewish nation. They seem to believe that the Jewish peo-
ple are the only people in the world that don’t have a right
to a homeland.” 

Before coming to Israel, Kenney visited Lebanon, Syria
and Egypt. 

In 1989 the University of Manitoba sus-
pended its Department of Near Eastern
and Judaic Studies. In the book Coming of
Age: A History of the Jews in Manitoba,
Allan Levine describes the events sur-
rounding that period: 

“At the University of Manitoba, the
Department of Near Eastern and Judaic
Studies offered courses in Hebrew lan-
guage and literature, religion, Jewish his-
tory, Yiddish conversation, Middle Eastern
studies, and, starting in September 1973,
the Holocaust, then a relatively new field
of academic inquiry. Enrollment remained
steady with about two hundred mainly
Jewish students signing up each year...

“As the Jewish population declined in
Winnipeg, the decline was echoed at the
University of Manitoba - in particular, in
courses delivered by the Department of
Near Eastern and Judaic Studies. Unlike
(Rabbi Neal) Rose,” (who had been head of the three-man department) (Prof.
Moshe) “Nahir” (who took over the role from Rose, who was squeezed out of his
role by Prof. Nahir and Rabbi Moshe Stern because Rose “had yet to finish his
doctorate”), did not have a high profile in the community...

“In 1989, Nahir, who was by now also teaching in the Department of
Linguistics, informed the Dean of Arts, John Findlay, that he no longer want-
ed to be the head of the Department of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies.
Findlay accepted Nahir’s resignation, but instead of seeking another head,
decided to suspend the department...The dean told him (Nahir) that financial
support for the program - about $50,000 - from the Jewish community might
alter the situation. Nahir pursued this avenue, but got nowhere for by this time
the WJCC (Winnipeg Jewish Community Council) was focusing on the cam-
pus and the Judaic Studies Department was a casualty.

“Nahir left Winnipeg on a sabbatical the following year. After he returned,
he met with a WJCC committee to discuss the situation. Nothing changed,
however, and the suspension of Near Eastern and Judaic Studies has remained
permanent.” 

Reprinted with permission from the Jewish Heritage Centre. To obtain your
copy of “Coming of Age”, contact the JHC.

sons, however, rather than deleting the cours-
es that they had been teaching from the cal-
endar, each year the calendar would say that
those classes were “temporarily not offered”.

Prof. Baader noted that, while Judaic Studies programs were being offered on an
increasing scale in “other Canadian universities (some of which are in cities with
smaller Jewish populations)”, it had been left in a state of what seemed to be per-
manent suspension here in Manitoba.

Prof. Baader, who arrived here in January, 2005, says that he, along with Prof.
Lewis, who arrived in 2008, and Dean of Arts Richard Sigurdson, have been work-
ing hard the past two years to re-establish the Judaic Studies program.

There are still many obstacles to overcome, however, before the program can be
said to be on solid footing, Prof. Baader noted. Chief among those is financial. As
Allan Levine notes in his book, back in 1989 pressure was put on the Jewish com-
munity by the then Dean of Arts to come up with funding that would sustain the
program. For a variety of reasons, that funding was not forthcoming.

Within the next few weeks, Prof. Baader says that he, along with the Development
Officer of the Faculty of Arts, Karen Fowler, will be meeting with representatives of
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg to discuss funding issues. 

Judaic Studies program
(Cont. from page 1.)
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Support available for Jewish alcoholics & addicts
Jewish individuals who are challenged by alcohol or chemical addiction or their fami-

ly members now have help available within the Jewish community. Supported by Jewish
Child and Family Service, JACS, Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent Persons and
Significant Others (www.jacsweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a voluntary mutual-
help group dedicated to: helping develop and sustain recovery from alcoholism or addic-
tion in a nurturing and safe environment, promoting knowledge and understanding of
alcoholism and chemical dependency as it involves the Jewish community, and acting as
a resource to the Jewish community to address the effects of alcoholism and chemical
dependency. Weekly support meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in complementing
other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on Jewish addiction recovery supports for themselves
or a loved one can contact JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad below. Please read
the ad for details about meeting times and locations.

Canada’s Minister of Citizenship,
Immigration and Multiculturalism,
Jason Kenney, visited the Hall of
Names at Yad Vashem, Jerusalem
when in Israel last month.

How the Department of Near Eastern 
and Judaic Studies came to be disbanded

MOSHE NAHIR - Short-lived
last head of Dept. of Near
Eastern and Judaic Studies.



By RHONDA SPIVAK

Manitoba’s government
announced on June 4 that it will
support joint Manitoba-Israel
collaborative research into wet-
lands and watersheds with a
$100,000 provincial grant.

The grant announcement was
made simultaneously with an
announcement that the Second
Manitoba-Israel Water Experts
Symposium will take place in
Israel in January of 2010, by invi-
tation of Keren Kayemeth
LeIsrael and its Canadian coun-
terpart, the Jewish National Fund
of Canada [JNF]. 

“Israel is a country that knows
how to use and conserve water
well and we intend to learn from
it,” Premier Gary Doer told The
Jewish Post & News.

Provincial Minister of Water
Stewardship, Christine Melnick
told The Jewish Post & News that
Israel’s experience in recon-
structing wetlands could serve as
a model for Manitoba, given that
restoration of wetlands is a “pil-
lar of our provincial water plan.” She noted that Israel has had expe-
rience in “restoring a large wetland, the Hula Valley, and the Jewish
National Fund is currently working on plans to restore a large wetland
in the Negev.” 

“This [collaborative research grant] is especially important for
Manitoba as we move forward to restore and protect our wetlands
including the large Delta and Netley/Libau marshes on the southern
shores of Lake Manitoba and Lake Winnipeg,” added Melnick, who
has been to Israel three times. 

“Israel has a long history of successfully managing many unique
water quality and water supply issues throughout its history,” said
Miriam Ziv, Israel’s ambassador to Canada, who was in Winnipeg for
these announcements. “The partnership with Manitoba will be of
great benefit to both jurisdictions,” she said. 

The $100,000 grant will help the International Institute for
Sustainable Development implement a joint project with the Galilee
Technology Centre in Israel (MIGAL). The project arose as a result of
collaboration between scientists from Manitoba and Israel that took
place with the first ever Manitoba-Israel Water Experts Symposium,
held in Winnipeg in August 2008. 

Melnick said that at last summer’s symposium, “I announced a
$100,000 grant for a
research idea coming
out of the sympo-
sium. We received
several proposals and
chose this one for its
universal application
and because it
focused on wet-
lands.”

Scientists from
Manitoba, Israel and
Mexico will work
together to establish
an Agricultural
Wetland/Watershed
Research Network.
The network will
provide an Internet-
based forum for
researchers around
the world whose
work focuses on the
role and function of
wetlands and water-
shed research in
largely agricultural
regions. 

The site will be designed to
serve as a globally credible
source of accurate scientific
information that can be used by
policy-makers and researchers,
who are interested in examining
issues such as the flow of nutri-
ents and other contaminants, the
value of wetlands, and their role
in providing resiliency to water-
sheds during times of drought.
The site will also provide infor-
mation on the role of protecting
downstream freshwater lakes
such as Lake Winnipeg. 

According to Melnick, the pro-
ject will be useful to the many
Manitoba conservation districts
engaged in developing water-
shed management plans and will
be consistent with establishment
of a research chair in watershed
sciences at the University of
Manitoba that was announced in
April 2008.

This new grant of $100,000 for
collaborative research on wet-
lands comes on the heels of
scholarships totaling $250,000
announced by Melnick in 2008.

These scholarships are earmarked for Manitoba students who want to
study water resources at an institution of higher learning of their
choice in Israel, and then return in to work in the province.
Scholarships of $25,000 will be given out for a period of 10 years,
with each student being eligible to receive the scholarship for up to
two consecutive years. 

Melnick noted that Manitoba is “looking at sending 12 scientists” to
the upcoming symposium, “many of whom were at the first
Symposium.” Last summer’s Water Symposium in Winnipeg was
attended by Israel’s Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development
Shalom Simhon and Efi Stenzler, the world president of Keren
Kayemeth LeIsrael. 

Melnick said that the upcoming symposium in Israel will likely trav-
el to several locations
in the country.

Mel Lazareck, presi-
dent of the Prairie
Region of the JNF and
Erez Rotem, the JNF
shaliach for the
Region both noted
that the JNF is espe-
cially pleased to part-
ner with Manitoba in
working on issues
involving sustainable
use of water. 

Rotem told The
Jewish Post & News
that the JNF intends
on dedicating the
upcoming Water
Symposium, in hon-
our of the late Graham
Dixon, past president
of the JNF Prairie
Region.
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Manitoba and Israel Collaborate on Wetland Research, Announce Water Symposium

Manitoba Water Stewardship Minister Christine Melnick (right) wel-
comes Israeli Ambassador Miriam Ziv and her husband, Ariel Kenet,
to the Manitoba legislature building on June 4, 2009. They announce
that the Second Manitoba-Israel Water Experts Conference will take
place in Israel in January 2010, and also announce that the province
will support collaborative research on wetlands with a $100,000
grant. Photo by Tracey Goncalves.
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Winnipeg Businessman
Bob Silver Honoured at

JNF Negev Gala 
By EZRA GLINTER

As co-owner of the Winnipeg Free Press, local entrepre-
neur and community leader Bob Silver may be the man
behind the news but, as the honoree of the 2009 Jewish
National Fund Negev Gala, he got to take a turn in the
spotlight.

Held on June 9 at the Centennial Concert Hall, the gala
featured remarks by political, business and community
leaders as well as a performance by Israeli rhythm troupe
Tararam.

Proceeds for the evening were donated to Constructed
Wetlands, a technologically advanced wastewater treat-
ment facility at Kibbutz Ne’ot Semadar in the Negev.

Many of the speakers noted Silver’s contributions to
Winnipeg and Manitoba.

“[Bob Silver] has been a leader and a volunteer extraor-
dinaire. He has been the go-to person for any challenging
project in Manitoba,” said Manitoba Premier Gary Doer,
who was introduced by master of ceremonies and JNF
Prairie Region President Mel Lazareck.

“Bob Silver is a no-nonsense individual. He tells it to
you the way it is,” added Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz,
speaking about Silver’s personal qualities as a business
and community leader.

In addition to his interest in the Winnipeg Free Press,
Silver is also the president and CEO of Western Glove
Works and co-owner of the Warehouse One clothing
stores. 

Silver is also noted for his involvement with many char-
itable and public interest organizations. He has served as
the co-chair of the Premier’s Economic Advisory Council,
the co-chair of the Winnipeg Library Foundation, and as
the chair of last year’s United Way campaign. He was also
recently appointed as the chancellor of the University of
Winnipeg, starting in July.

“Community, I’ve begun to understand is not an option,
it’s a responsibility,” said Silver in his speech. “We have
no choice but to contribute and to make the future better
than the past.” 

From left: Mel Lazareck, president, JNF Prairie Region,
Bob Silver, and Sandra Posluns, JNF national past-presi-
dent.

Tararam Creates a Heavenly Hubbub 
By EZRA
GLINTER 

Playing the
spoons may usu-
ally be a poor
man’s percus-
sion, but for
Israeli rhythm
troupe Tararam,
they’re perfectly
legitimate tools
of the trade.

Along with
barrels, pails,
stools and a
whole array of
actual drums,
Tararam beat the humble pieces of cutlery with
gusto at their high energy June 9 performance at
the Centennial Concert Hall for the 2009 Jewish
National Fund Negev Gala.

Though rhythm was the dominant motif, the
show was about more than just drumming.
Intensely choreographed dancing, pantomimed
theater, and even a little acrobatics helped create
a spirited, carnivalesque atmosphere. And unlike
most dance forms, the dancers didn’t just move to
a beat, but created it with their body movements.

In one number, the eight-member ensemble
emerged dressed in bright orange smocks and
proceeded to milk an imaginary herd of dairy
cows, beat boxing and pail slapping to keep time.
In another, they played the inhabitants of a
makeshift tenement building, whose noises com-
bined into an overarching rhythm, much to the
chagrin of one noise averse resident.

Near the end of the show, the whole troupe emerged clown-like from a small
car and then used its surface for their drumming.

Though this was the group’s first Canadian appearance, Tararam has been
bouncing Israeli and European audiences out their seats for over 10 years.
Founded by Israeli drummer Doron Rafaeli, 44, Tararam premiered in 1997 at
the Israel Festival of Stage Arts. For Rafaeli, the experience proved to be a pro-
fessional and musical turning point.

“I started to understand that this is the most natural thing for me, to write
music for drummers,” he said.

Though Tararam has been Rafaeli’s full time occupation since 1999, he has
had a long career as a drummer, starting with his first drum kit at the age of 16,
his studies at the Jerusalem Music Academy, and his army service with the Israeli
Defence Forces military band.

“I don’t think I’ve gone one day in my life without drumming. It’s a very big
part of me,” he said.

Since his school and army days, Rafaeli has played many kinds of music in
many places with many different bands. He even spent a few months in
Winnipeg in the early 1990s playing with the Ron Paley Big Band, and he
cemented his connection to the city by marrying Winnipeg native Cheryl
Hechter, who now works as the group’s stage manager. 

Musically, however, Tararam is different than anything Rafaeli did previously.
While drums are usually kept in the background, Tararam puts them front and
center.

“The idea came slowly, but it was very natural for me. Being a musician for 20
years, I felt that the drums in the back is not enough for me. I wanted the drums
to be in the front,” he said.

Part of the inspiration for Tararam was the British dance troupe Stomp, which
also uses unconventional materials to create rhythms. But Tararam takes the con-
cept in a different direction by infusing it with a unique Middle-Eastern and
Jewish flavour.

“I’m doing it in a different way, because the Israeli music is inside,” said
Rafaeli.

In one of the more unusual pieces performed in Winnipeg, one of the drum-
mers tapped out the melody to Fiddler On The Roof’s “Tradition” on a metallic,
saucer shaped object. The bits of Yiddish thrown into the cow-milking routine
also harkened back to Israel’s pioneer days.

In addition to their performances, Tararam conducts educational workshops,
including one they did in Winnipeg on June 8 for students at the Gray Academy
of Jewish Education and Brock Corydon School.

“It works because the kids love it, it’s so basic an instinct,” Rafaeli said.
“Rhythm lives in the heart.”

Do you have an idea for a story? 
We pay cash for story ideas that we use in 

Send your story ideas to:
The Jewish Post & News

11-395 Berry Street
Winnipeg, MB  R3J 1N6

or e-mail us at jewishp@mts.net



Aviva Cramer is a Winnipeg
Jewish teen who is promoting
Israel in a different way than the
Ruach dancers. Last summer,
Cramer participated in a volun-
teer program in Israel called the
Nesiya summer program. That
involved leadership training,
working with children from dys-
functional homes and other
forms of community building,
discussions about Israel-diaspora
differences and some touring.
Cramer received a scholarship to
participate in Nesiya. In return,
she promised to give something
back to the community.

What the Gray Academy Grade
11 student chose to do is teach
non-Jewish students
about Israel.

Thus, in May,
Cramer, assisted by
classmates Shira
Tennenhouse, Sara
Sommer, Amber
Sucharov Benarroch
and Taryn Rittberg,
did a presentation on
Israel for students at
Ecole Seven Oaks
Middle School. The
group did the presen-
tations on two sepa-
rate dates – May 14
and May 27.

“We started our
presentations by talk-
ing to the students
about our own per-
sonal connections to
Israel,” Cramer says.
“Then we set up five
stations intended to
show the students
different aspects of
Israel. Shira high-
lighted Israeli art and
design. Taryn talked
about Israeli humani-
tarian programs such
as ‘Save A Child’s

Heart’ and showed a video. Amber focus-
es on Israeli inventions and technology.
Sara did a music section highlighting
Israeli participation in the Eurovision song
festivals and Israeli performers in the
United States.”

Cramer herself conducted a virtual tour
of Israel. She notes that at the beginning of
the presentation, the Ecole Seven Oaks
students were quizzed about what they
knew about Israel. They knew a lot more at
the end of it.

Cramer says that her group presented to
60 students the first day and 50 the second
day.

Cramer is looking forward to teaching more
Middle School students about Israel next year.
She is also looking forward to going back to
Israel next year after graduation. 

Winnipeg’s
Ruach dance
troupe has
r e c e n t l y
made its out-
o f - t o w n
debut. The
junior Chai
group – con-

sisting of dancers Hadera Short,
Deborah Spigelman, Amy
Lieberman, Brittany Kessler and
Illana Minuk – were invited to
appear May 21-26 in the annual
Festival Ha’Rikud 2009 sponsored
by the Jewish Community Centre of
Greater Vancouver.

“It was the first time that Ruach has
performed outside of Manitoba,”
says Jeff Schachter, who is the co-
director of the group, along with
Beth Usiskin. “One of our dancers has a family member in Vancouver
who is involved with the JCC there. The Festival Ha’Rikud co-ordina-
tor heard about Ruach from this individual and invited us to partici-

pate. We made it happen.”
Schachter notes that the group

didn’t have a lot of time to pre-
pare. “It was short notice,” he
says. “We had to work hard to
perfect our technique. We had to
work with the Festival organizers
to make sure that our dances fit
the theme (which was a celebra-
tion of Tel Aviv’s 100th anniver-
sary). We wanted to be at our
best.”

The Winnipeg group performed
four dances at the weekend festi-
val. 

Schachter notes that the other
participating dance groups at the
festival were all from the Greater
Vancouver area. “We had a great
time,” he says. “The festival was
a real success.”

Ruach is part of the Lisa Cohen Chai School of Performing Arts
which is a joint venture of the Chai Folk Arts Council Inc. and the
Rady JCC. The dancers are between the ages of 14 and 17.
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is pleased to announce 
that our Shabbat Service 

will resume on 
SATURDAY, JULY 4
up to and including 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 29
SERVICES BEGIN AT 9:30 a.m.

KIDDUSH TO FOLLOW

If you are celebrating life cycle events
Or wish to take part in leading the services, or reciting a maftir

Please contact – Aaron Goldman, Winnipeg 475-1446
or Abe Borzykowski, email: wpgbeachshule@shaw.ca

You are invited to attend Egalitarian 
Shabbat Services every Saturday Morning

HEBREW CONGREGATION OF
WINNIPEG BEACH

ESTABLISHED IN 1950
NOW LOCATED AT CAMP MASSAD

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

Ruach and Cramer: Both Promote Israel In Different Ways

Ruach posing for a picture in their traditional blue and white
dresses.

* * *

Gray Academy Grade 11 students who did a presentation
on Israel at Ecole Seven Oaks. From left: Shira Tennenhouse,
Amber Sucarov-Benarosh, Sarah Sommer, Aviva Cramer.
Missing from photo: Taryn Rittberg.



Bibi reiterates backing 
for Palestinian state on ‘Today’

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Benjamin Netanyahu
reiterated his support for a demilitarized
Palestinian state in an interview on NBC’s
“Today” show.

Speaking from Jerusalem, Netanyahu told
news anchor Ann Curry that Israel could not
have a new Palestinian state as a neighbor if
it constantly felt threatened.

The Israeli leader asked Curry to think
about what it would be like to have rockets
striking New York after she pointed out to

Netanyahu that one Palestinian legislator has
already called the idea of a demilitarized
Palestinian state a “ghetto.”

“We’ve received 7,000 rockets since we got
out of Gaza. And we can’t have rockets on Tel
Aviv, which makes life unbearable,” he said.
“Just think of seven rockets on New York, let
alone 7,000 rockets, and you’d understand
our concern with demilitarization.”

Netanyahu also reiterated that Israel would
not construct new settlements.

“I think that I made it also clear that I would
not build new settlements and that I would
not expropriate land for additional building
in existing settlements. This is a subject I’ve
been talking to Senator Mitchell, who has
been here a number of times. I’m going to see
him again soon in Europe. And I think
President Obama and I are trying to reach a
common understanding of this. And I hope,
with good will — and certainly we have good
will, and I’m sure the president has that, too
— I think we’ll find such common ground.”

Curry asked Netanyahu at what point Israel
would “go it alone and bomb Iran to stop its
nuclear ambitions.”

“It’s not just an Israeli issue,” he said. “It is,
of course, first and foremost, an issue for our
security. But I think it’s an issue for the secu-
rity of the entire world. And I hope the United
States leads a successful effort, with the right
kind of pressures, to make Iran cease and
desist from acquiring those nuclear
weapons.”

White House repeats praise for
Netanyahu speech

WASHINGTON (JTA) – The White House
reiterated that Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu had taken a “big step
forward in acknowledging for the first time
the need for a two-state solution.”

“I think the president believes that there is a
long way to go, and many twists and turns in
the road to get there, but is pleased thus far
with the progress that’s being made,” White

House press secretary Robert Gibbs told
reporters aboard Air Force One. “And I think
yesterday’s speech certainly is a big part of
that.”

Netanyahu in a major policy address
Sunday at Bar-Ilan University endorsed a
demilitarized Palestinian state if the
Palestinians recognize Israel as a Jewish state.

Gibbs also said the White House didn’t
“have a lot to add” to what Vice President Joe
Biden said Sunday regarding the Iranian elec-
tions. Biden said the United States had ques-
tions about the conduct and fairness of the
election, and Gibbs said the White House
had “concern.”

“But I think what’s important is the con-
cerns that we have about their nuclear
weapons program, and the concern we have
about their support for terror isn’t any differ-
ent than it was on Friday,” said Gibbs.

PA: Netanyahu speech will
spur new intifada

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Palestinian Authority
officials said Benjamin Netanyahu’s policy
speech would trigger a new intifada. 

“The speech has destroyed all initiatives
and expectations,” said a statement issued
from PA President Mahmoud Abbas’ office
following Netanyahu’s policy speech on
Sunday at Bar Ilan University. “It has also
placed restrictions on all efforts to achieve
peace and constitutes a clear challenge to the
Palestinian, Arab and American positions.”

An Abbas aide told the Jerusalem Post that
“It’s obvious, in the aftermath of this speech,
that we are headed toward another round of
violence and bloodshed.” 

Palestinian Authority negotiator Saeb Erekat
called on the Arab countries to suspend the
Arab peace initiative to protest Netanyahu’s
policy statement. 

Hamas said that Netanyahu’s address

I - no doubt like everyone else in our community- read Bartley
Kives’s “Hold Your Applause” column in the Winnipeg Free Press, in
which Kives made it awfully clear that he didn’t at all like Zane Zalis’s
Holocaust themed Oratorio performed at the Winnipeg Concert Hall
on May 21. 

In response, let me tell you what I believe and what I can’t quite
believe. 

I believe that Bartley Kives really disliked the performance and also
I believe that he, like anyone else in a free and democratic society, can
voice his opinion in a robust and vigorous manner - a right that he cer-
tainly exercised. 

I believe he has every right to tell readers that he didn’t like the per-
formance and he wouldn’t recommend going to see it. 

However, I find it hard to believe that he actually wrote “I may never
forgive Zalis for creating a clumsy and vainglorious tribute not just in
[the name of Kives’s great aunt who died in a Nazi concentration
camp] but in the name of six million Jews and nine million other
Europeans who died in ghettos and trains and camps and marches and
gas chambers (emphasis).” 

It’s unfortunate that you wrote that Bartley - because there are many
Holocaust survivors, those who supported the performance and who
attended, and their families, who were genuinely moved that Zane
Zalis invested the time and effort into trying to understand their expe-
rience and passing on the lessons of the Holocaust through the power
of his music. By saying you can never forgive Zalis for the ‘vainglori-
ous’ tribute, presumably you also can’t forgive these survivors and

their families for backing or supporting this project. How you can
insult all of those survivors who felt it was a fitting tribute to the loss
of their loved ones that this performance occur, is really beyond belief.
Even if you didn’t like the performance - to say that “you can’t forgive”
in this context is something I just can’t believe you wrote. 

But- it got worse, Bartley. You ended your column by writing:
“Winnipeg has a large, mature and robust arts community. Nobody
need praise rubbish in this town, lest it be performed again.” (empha-
sis added)

To call the performance none other than garbage, is certainly as
‘robust’ a criticism anyone could ever imagine being written.

But, there is something more that I can’t quite believe. I can’t quite
believe that you actually suggested that Zane Zalis’s work should not
be performed again. Never Again in the context of a Holocaust
themed oratorio is offensive. You certainly don’t have to ever see the
performance again, but neither should you desire to ensure that oth-
ers who were moved by it, or could learn something from it, ought
never have the opportunity to see it or see it again.
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ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE JEWISH POST & NEWS:
Rhonda Spivak, the editor of The Jewish Post & News will be

going to Israel over the summer. In her absence, Bernie Bellan will
be taking over her duties as editor. 

While Rhonda is away, please forward all email correspondence
directly to jewishp@mts.net

Reaction to Netanyahu’s speech flows in

(Cont. on page 9. See “World Jewish news”.)



reflected “a racist and extremist ideology,”
the French news agency AFP reported.

Israeli opposition leader Tzipi Livni said at a
Kadima Party meeting Monday that
Netanyahu took “a step in the right direction”
during his speech Sunday. She said the
opposition would make sure Netanyahu’s
words, calling for a demilitarized Palestinian
state, would be translated into action.

A statement from a group of rightists said
they would build dozens of new outposts in
response to Netanyahu’s address as well as
President Obama’s address last week in
Cairo.

Israeli President Shimon Peres said in a
statement: “The Prime Minister’s speech was
a true and courageous speech that referred to
the main issue — the establishment of a
demilitarized Palestinian state alongside the
state of Israel, the state of the Jewish People.
He also proposed to the Palestinians the
opening of direct negotiations without pre-
conditions. These remarks, which were enun-
ciated in a clear voice, are very important
regarding the strengthening of stability in the

Middle East and constitute an opening of
direct negotiations towards both a
regional peace and a bilateral peace
between Israel and the Palestinians.”

Poll: American voters’ support 
of Israel drops

JERUSALEM (JTA) – American voters’ sup-
port for Israel has dropped 20 percent in the
past nine months, a new survey found.

Some 49 percent of American voters call
themselves supporters of Israel, down from
69 percent last September, according to the
poll conducted for The Israel Project.

The number of voters who called them-
selves undecided rose during that same peri-
od, and the number of Palestinian supporters
remained steady at 7 percent. The number of
Israel supporters hit a low of 38 percent
immediately following the 2005 disengage-
ment from Gaza, with an equal rise in unde-
cided voters.

The poll was conducted among 800 regis-
tered voters on June 2 and 3 by Greenberg
Quinlan Rosner Research. It has not been
officially released by The Israel Project, but
was leaked to the media by someone who
received the numbers the day after the poll

was completed on
Thursday.

According to the
poll, some 44 per-
cent of voters
believe the United
States should sup-
port Israel, down
from 69 percent a
year ago. Some 5
percent of voters
believe the United

States should support the Palestinians, with
32 percent undecided.

Some 23 percent of voters believed that
Israel should return all lands captured in
1967, with 57 percent saying some should be
retained for security.

Some 66 percent of those polled do not
believe that Israeli support of a two-state
solution — including establishing an inde-
pendent Palestinian state and stopping the
expansion of settlements — will bring last-
ing peace to the region, with 22 percent say-
ing it will. In addition, 48 percent believe the
Israeli support would not end Palestinian ter-
rorism; 39 percent said it would.

Some 85 percent of respondents believe
that Iran is a serious threat to Israel, with only
7 percent saying it is not — figures that have
remained virtually unchanged over the past
year.

Blair in Gaza calls for 
easing of blockade

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Tony Blair called on
Israel and Egypt to ease the blockade of the
Gaza Strip.

Blair, envoy of the Middle East Quartet of
nations, said Monday on a visit to Gaza that
he had “genuine humanitarian concerns”
about Israel’s blockade of the coastal strip,
the French news agency AFP reported. 

“I have returned to Gaza today to hear
directly from local Palestinians about the
tough situation they continue to face here,”
he told reporters. “It is vitally important to
maintain our focus on the genuine humani-
tarian concerns that still exist here in Gaza.”
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LETTERS

Thank You to the Staff of The Jewish Post & News
Once again I would like to thank you for your generosity in supply-

ing my Grade 8 Current Events students at the Gray Academy of
Jewish Education with a class set of newspapers. They have become a
very effective learning tool about news events locally, nationally and
internationally. We have discussed the ramifications of certain deci-
sions that governments make and how they affect us in our outlook on
world issues pertaining to us as Jews living in the Diaspora and for the
Jews living in Israel. Your dedication to educating our youth is most
appreciated. 

ROCHELLE GAMLIEL, Teacher 
Gray Academy of Jewish Education

Thank You from a Benefactor  
I wish to publicly say thank you for having brought attention to my

name in the Editorial Comment page 4 and Community News page
10 of The Jewish Post & News dated Wednesday, May 20, 2009.

To Marsha Cowan I wish to publicly express my thanks for your invi-
tation to participate in the annual recognition luncheon sponsored by
the Women’s Endowment Fund of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

I wish to take this opportunity to share my gratitude for my G-d
given privilege “to leave a legacy in whatever shape or size.” I strong-
ly believe that I feel richer than poorer for having enriched my Jewish
soul while still in this world then and finally into eternity.

I welcome all comments. Choose to share a purposeful and mean-
ingful life. Be well always.

FAYE PARKS MICAY

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Tel: 416.966.1100
Toll Free: 1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Be cautious. Be wise. Invest prudently.

If you have ever glanced at our performance charts (look left) you understand

that our investors continue to earn a consistently high monthly income. 

So what is holding you back?

If experience and commitment are concerns, the founding principals have over

40 years each and are the Romspen Fund’s largest investors. If transparency 

and trust are concerns, know that we post all mortgage transactions for our 

1800 investors and employ KPMG as our auditors.

Be cautious. Be wise. Invest prudently. Learn why the Romspen Mortgage

Investment Fund should be a trusted and reliable part of your financial portfolio.

Please call us toll free to receive an information package or visit our website 

at www.romspen.com.
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Income distribution to investors is on the 15th of every month. 
The Fund is RRSP and RRIF eligible.

Annualized Compounded Return at Quarter End
Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund Performance 

World Jewish news
(Cont. from page 8.)

Reaction to speech continues to be
favourable in U.S. See page 17.
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Community news*It Takes a Congregation to Be a Jew*
Is, as so many of us think, the most common reason why people

don’t belong to a temple, “membership dues?” Surprisingly this is
not actually the case. Oh, it’s one of the top reasons, but the actu-
al number one reason that people gave is that they feel “they can
be Jewish without belonging to a congregation.”

Being Jewish without belonging to a temple is like growing up
without parents, without siblings, without extended family. Your
body only needs food, water, shelter, and clothes to survive, but
for your spirit to flourish, you need people. As a member of a syn-
agogue, memories of Judaism are forever entwined with the peo-
ple who’ve taught you and shared with you. There’s the smile on
other congregants’ faces when you light candles, the handshake
when you’re called up for an aliyah, the hug when you wrap a tal-
lit around your shoulders perhaps for the first time.

You can know how to read, yet choose to not open a book. You
can possess a passport but never see the country. And yes, you can
be Jewish and not belong to a temple. But you’d miss out on
something that is truly spectacular.

Upcoming Events:
Fri. June 19, 8:00 p.m. –Shabbat Service –led by Rabbi Karen

Soria and Cantor Len Udow
Sat. June 25, 7:30 p.m. – Grant/Wilton Coffee House, 7:30 p.m.,

The Encore Vocal Quartet –Exquisite harmonies a capella! Tickets:
$10.00. Please call Phil at 488-0207

Fri. June 26, 8:00 p.m. – Shabbat Service-led by Rabbi Karen
Soria, Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band.
Vocals/guitar: Cantor Len Udow; Vocals/keyboard: Janet Pelletier-
Goetze; Drums: David Pelletier; Bass: John Gosselin. We will be
honouring and ‘specially blessing members who have had birth-
days and/or anniversaries in the month of June!

**Please note that our July and August Services will be lay led
and offer some wonderful alternative services! Our lay leaders put
a lot of effort into these services!

Fri. July 3, 6:15 p.m. – Shabbat Kabbalat Service-lay led by Ariel
Lee

Fri. July 10, 6:15 p.m. -Shabbat Kabbalat Service-lay led by
Sherman Lang

Fri. July 17, 6:15 p.m. – Shabbat Kabbalat Service-lay leadership
to be announced

16 Winnipeggers attend Young
Leadership Conference

By JON WALDMAN

Usually when you hear about a group of Winnipeggers heading to
Toronto for an unforgettable weekend, you associate this with a Maple
Leafs game or a U2 concert. 

This wasn’t the case the weekend of May 8-10, however, as a record
16 members of our community descended on the big smoke, along
with more than 150 other Jews from across Canada, for the 5769 UIA
Federations Canada Young Leadership Conference. 

The conference, which took place at the Sheraton Hotel in down-
town Toronto, focused on the “Flick the Switch” moment for partici-
pants, organizers and guest speakers -when they made their choice to
dedicate themselves to a particular cause. 

Throughout the three-day conference, delegates from Vancouver, the
Maritimes and everywhere in between were exposed to a group of
inspiring speakers who told stories of their flick the switch moment,
including Canadian Jewish Political Affairs Committee Executive
Director Josh Cooper and Unity Charity Co-Founder and Executive
Director Michael Prosserman among others. 

Dov Secter, one of the Winnipeggers at the conference, cites Marc
Kielburger as being a top speaker at the conference. Kielburger, CEO
of Free the Children, was one of the first keynotes that addressed the
group. Secter found that Kielburger’s delivery was motivational and
set the tone for what was to come. 

“I was very impressed right off the bat with Marc. He really set the
tone for the whole weekend,” Secter said. “It was all about finding that
motivational moment and what motivates you to act. He was really an
inspiring speaker.” 

Though formal speakers were an integral part of the Young Leaders
Conference, informal times also allowed delegates the opportunity to
share their views on the challenges of engaging other fellow Jews their
age from other communities. 

Winnipegger Val Benevet found that her discussions with fellow
Jewish Canadians were beneficial. Already involved in J-PEG and
other programs in Winnipeg, Benevet saw the conference as an
opportunity to get a full training session on being a leader back home,
as well as the chance to speak with people in her demographic.
“Meeting young leaders from other communities is an eye-opener. You
learn from their mistakes and their successes,” she commented. “To
meet this great group of young Jewish people made me realize that the
small thing we can do in our community to help those in need gets
maximized when all the other communities do the same for their peo-
ple.” 

While meeting out-of-towners, the Winnipeggers also had the
opportunity to get better acquainted with each other. Aileen Berger-
White, who notes that she did not know all of her fellow ‘peggers well
before she went to Toronto, now feels a greater affinity with her fellow
delegates. 

“We had certain discussions that were incredibly meaningful for
me. We felt a certain warmth with each other,” she said. 

The opportunity that these Winnipeggers now have is to take what
they have learned and share it with the community. Whether their
switch was flicked before, during or after the UIAFC conference, each
of the 16 members of the Winnipeg delegation are now ready, willing
and able to stand up and be leaders here.

Conference delegates, along with some former Winnipeggers living
across Canada who were also at the conference. Photo by Jon Waldman.
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Recipes

There is a tremendous feeling of nachas at
this time of year during graduation season as
we watch our children continue their growth
and development into educated, mature, and
responsible young men and women, ready for
the next stage of life. This week we wish a
mazal tov to our daughter-in-law Shira on her
graduation from Stern College in New York.
Here are some of the popular new graduation

party recipes 
* * *

“Valedictorian” Meat Bourekas 
1/2 lb. ground chicken 
1 medium onion diced
sauté diced onion in a small amount of oil in a pan 
cook until brown and let cool
add 1 tablespoon ketchup
1 tablespoon onion soup mix 
1 tablespoon bread crumbs
mix all the above ingredients together

Next roll out thawed puff pastry to 1/4 inch thickness. Cut into
squares. Place 1 tablespoon of chicken mixture into each square fold
in half and press to a triangle.

Place triangles onto a cookie sheet
Bake at 425 for 30 minutes

Mushroom Sauce
1/4 cup parve margarine
1 onion
6 ounces mushrooms

sauté the above in a saucepan add 1/4 cup coffee rich with 1 tea-
spoon onion powder and 2 tablespoons flour. Heat slowly to thicken.

When ready to serve place some mushroom mixture on top of the
bureka 

* * *
The Crunchy Salad - guaranteed to score an A+

2 heads raw broccoli

1/2 cup craisins 
1 cup salted sunflower seeds
1 cup plain cashews
1 package ramen noodles without using the soup package

wash and clean broccoli and cut heads into small flower pieces
Place all the above ingredients in a bowl

The Dressing
1 cup mayonnaise 
1/2 cup sugar 
3 tablespoons red wine vinegar
1/2 cup diced small red onion

Mix the above together and fold into the salad. Let stand in fridge for
at least an hour 

* * *
Thai Noodles With Spicy Peanut Sauce

Linguine Noodles cooked, drained and placed in a bowl then tossed
with 1 1/2 tablespoon sesame oil
Sauce:

In a heavy saucepan over medium heat add the following
2 tablespoons sesame oil
1/2 cup chopped scallions
1 cup finely julienned carrots
1 cup thinly sliced snow peas 
1/2 red bell pepper sliced
1 cup broccoli florets
3 tablespoons minced garlic
1/2 tablespoon grated ginger

sauté the above for 4 minutes
add the vegetable mixture into the noodles then add the following

to the warm mixture
1/4 cup peanut butter
1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup soy sauce
3 tablespoons rice vinegar
1/2 tablespoon chili sauce

toss everything together and enjoy 

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Graduation Party Recipes



At the ripe old age of
nine, Kevin Oman
concluded that being a
hockey netminder
wasn’t his sport of
choice and decided to
court a different sport.
He fell in love with
basketball and little
did the recently turned

18-year-old know that one day, because of it, a
whole new world would open up for him. 

The former Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate stu-
dent, who also spent a year at Shaftesbury H.S.
prior to enrolling at the University of Winnipeg
Collegiate from whence he recently graduated,
has solidified his hoops game to the degree
that he has just committed to Brandon
University where he hopes to become a future
Bobcat.

Small wonder that Oman, a point guard who last season averaged 25
points and 6 assists, caught the eye of Brandon U coaches in light of his
recent success when the 6”, 1” and 165 lb. captain of the U of W col-
legiate team helped lead his club to an admirable 28-2 record. 

Unfortunately, the Wesmen lost in the AAA Provincial Finals in mid-
March to Westgate 79-75, an opponent he noted: “We beat by seven or
eight points during the regular schedule.”

In a recent Brandon U press release, basketball coach Keith Vassell
stated: “We are very excited to add Kevin to our program. We got to see
him play at our Identification Camp and were very impressed. He has a
great understanding of the game and is a true point guard. He is in a
great situation, as he can come in and learn from some of the best
guards in the country.”

I contacted Chris Kraus, an assistant basketball coach of the men’s
team at the same university, and he also spoke glowingly of Oman, who
plans to pursue a Bachelor of Science degree there. 

“Kevin reads the floor very well,” Kraus said. “He understands spacing
and did a good job controlling the game. True point guards are hard to
find and we feel that under our guidance, as well as learning from our
older players, he could turn into a very good player. 

“Kevin will have the chance to learn from a number of our older play-
ers,” Kraus continued: “Fifth year point guard
Tarik Tokar (Winnipeg), second Team All-
Canadian Dany Charlery, and guards Andrew
Kraus and Rejean Chabot. They are all very
good players and some of the best in the coun-
try, and Kevin will be able to learns lots from
them, and it will really help him in the future.” 

When I inquired of Krause what the
chances were of a newcomer catching on
in his first year at Brandon U, he was forth-
right and direct in his response: “In terms
of earning a spot on the roster coming
straight out of high school, it does hap-
pen,” he maintained. “It more or less
depends on the specific player and posi-
tion. With our team, we are very deep at
the guard position and will graduate a
number of players after the upcoming sea-
son. With Kevin, he definitely has a
chance to make the travel roster for the
season, but either way, we will be working
with him for the future of the Bobcat pro-
gram,” he assured. 

When I reached Kevin on his cell phone
he confirmed that he had just (in early
May) signed the papers committing him-

self to Brandon. He offered that he didn’t consider any other destination
to resume his education and basketball career. 

“I never really talked to the coaches at the University of Manitoba,” he
said. “I considered the U of W, but Brandon showed a lot of interest and
told me they would develop me as a player and a human being while
there. My coach at U of W, Grant Richter, also knew Brandon’s head
Coach Keith Vassell.”

Kevin is optimistic of his chances this fall. “I have a pretty good
chance of making the roster,” he stated confidently. “Three of their point
guards are graduating after this year. They guaranteed me that I would
be red-shirted. (A player who doesn’t get into a game but practices and
often travels to road games with the team while gaining experience.)”

Kevin, who describes himself as a point guard, actually played at the
U of W this past season as a shooting guard. “Circumstances dictated
that,” he said. Playing out of position, so to speak, didn’t hurt Oman’s
game, however, since he was recently named the AAA Basketball Player
of the Year.

Come July, another door which basketball opened for Oman, is an
opportunity for him and his friend and teammate at U of W Gilad
Carroll to play for the Canadian team at the Maccabiah Games. They are
the only two male players outside of Toronto and Montreal on the team.
(Yael Kaplan, a point guard at the Gray Academy, made the girls’ team.)

“I’ve never been to Israel,” said Oman. “I’m
excited. I’m happy to go to get a chance at
playing the international game. It will (help)
come into play when I play in Brandon. The
games in Israel are going to be high-paced and
it’s going to help me improve my game,” he
suggested. 

So, the son of Mike Oman, and mother
Francine Yaffe and step-dad Shawn Yaffe, is
going places these days thanks to a decision
the kid made nine years ago at age-nine.

POST PATTER: Bon Voyage also to other
Manitoba Maccabian competitors next month:
Ethan and Jesse Pollock, Daniel Fainman, Shea
Garber, Benjamin Micflikier, Michael Leger,
Aaron Pfeffer, Mitch Billinkoff, Daniel Worb,
Mindy Lichtman, Sheara and Meira Raber,
Evelyn Yanofsky, and Ben Arenson.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey
for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative
The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an

interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

JWC Grad Hopes to Make Brandon Bobcats

Kevin Oman wearing a Brandon University T-
shirt. Identification camp is where aspiring
rookies hope to make an impression and
become a future Brandon Bobcat.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

• Specializing in residential concrete
• 34 years experience

• references available  • two year warrranty
  • interest free financing

     • also stamped and exposed aggregate
    • bonded & insured   • free estimates

• seniors discounts   • no deposit required

Call Jerry   661-4444

JERRY'S CONCRETE WORKS

www.jerrysconcrete.com



The welcome mat
is out at the brand
new Reider
Insurance location,
where customers
can expect friendly
and knowledgeable
service, along with
insurance policies
for all of their
Autopac, Home or
Business Insurance
needs. 

Marvin Pearlman
is President of
Mutual Agencies
Ltd., which is the
company that oper-
ates the new Reider
Insurance location
at 130-1630 Ness
Avenue in Madison
Square, across from
the new Safeway store. 

Mutual Agencies and Reider Insurance have
long histories in the insurance business and
pride themselves in providing personalized
customer service. 

Reider Insurance is a second generation
family business and Mutual Agencies is a

family business founded by
Pearlman’s grandfather more than 60 years
ago. 

“As it has been from the beginning, cus-
tomer service is still a top priority,” says
Pearlman, who enjoys friendly chats and rela-
tionships built with customers who stop in for

insurance.  Many have been customers for
years and have also referred their friends and
family. 

It’s a philosophy that is reflected in the
bright new Reider Insurance location, where
customers will find comfortable desks and
chairs instead of a stand-up counter.

In today’s busy times, conve-
nience is also important and
with that in mind, Reider is open
late on weekdays and has
extended Saturday hours.
Reider Insurance also has four
other locations in Winnipeg and
their state-of-the-art computer
system allows customers the
option of making payments at
any of their locations. 

In addition to offering
Autopac, Home and Business
Insurance, Reider Insurance also
provides the convenience of
driver license photos and
renewals. 

The joining up of Mutual
Agencies Ltd. and Reider
Insurance means that new and
existing customers will have
even more insurance offerings,
with access to a wider range of
insurance products.  The friend-
ly and helpful staff can work
with customers to find an insur-
ance policy that best fits their
unique needs and budget. 

For friendly, knowledgeable
service you can trust, call Reider
Insurance today at 885-3200 or
stop in to their new Madison
Square location. 

Be sure to come into Reider
Insurance for their opening
week celebration from June 15
to 20 for free snacks and refresh-
ments and a prize draw, includ-
ing a grand prize draw for a 37”
Flat Screen Sharp Aquos TV.  No
purchase is necessary.  

Saturday June 20th (weather
permitting) will be family fun
day with a Free Bounce Castle,
Superslide and balloons for the
kids. 

Reider Insurance at Madison
Square is open Monday to
Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 8:00
p.m. and Saturday from 9:30
a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
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Reider Insurance opens newest location in Madison Square

The brand-new Reider Insurance location offers extend-
ed Saturday hours, along with comfortable desks and
chairs instead of a stand-up counter.

The new Reider Insurance location will be operated by
Mutual Agencies, a family owned business that has been
around for 60 years. Pictured here are Mutual Agenices
President Marvin Pearlman, along with Cay Huckerby,
insurance broker and longtime staff person.



BY BERNIE BELLAN 
Imagine, if you will, a city approximately

the population of Winnipeg in which over
one third of the population is Jewish. Then,
imagine every single Jewish inhabitant of
that city murdered, save for 900 individuals.

That was the scenario in which young
Peretz Weizman found himself during and
after the Second World War, when practical-
ly the entire Jewish population of the Polish
city of Lodz was annihilated by the Nazis -
with the cooperation of their Polish under-
lings.

How young Weizman would survive the
Holocaust and end up as Winnipeg’s longest-
serving rabbi is a tale that will be told on the
pages of this paper - this issue and the next.

This coming August, Rabbi Weizman will
be the subject of a special weekend of tribute
marking his almost 60 years of service to
Winnipeg’s Jewish community. Over the next
few months you will be reading and hearing
more about the weekend of August 22 and
23, but in the meantime, I thought it would
be worthwhile to give our readers a glimpse

of Rabbi Weizman’s personal background.
As background for this story, I interviewed

Rabbi Weizman at his home in March. At the
time the rabbi was in the final stages of pack-
ing up his belongings in anticipation of his
final move to Toronto, where he and his wife
will be living. Rabbi Weizman showed me
the beginning of his autobiography, which
describes in detail his experiences during the
Holocaust. Much of the material in this story
is taken from that autobiography. 
Lodz emerges as industrial centre in 1800’s 

Lodz is a city in central Poland that is not all
that old. In fact, until the 1800’s, its popula-
tion wasn’t more than a few thousand.
Around the time of Napoleon, however, Lodz
began to emerge as an important industrial
centre - primarily as a home to Poland’s bur-
geoning textile industry.

By the eve of the Second World War, Lodz’s
population was in the vicinity of 620,000, of
whom 300,000 were Polish, 230,000 were
Jewish, 80,000 were German, and the rest
were various other nationalities.

According to Rabbi Weizman, “Industry in
Lodz was divided between Jews and
Germans.” There were over 900 factories in
the city. Rabbi Weizman’s father had estab-
lished a successful pharmaceutical
business.  Young Peretz’s older brothers
had also gone into the business, and
had extended it into cosmetics.

Born in 1922, Peretz Weizman was
the youngest boy of six children. He
had three brothers: Itcho, Boruch,
Mordechai, and two sisters: Yito and
Chava.

Although the Weizman family was
Chasidic, Rabbi Weizman notes, and
“cosmetics and Chasidim did not mix
and in fact opposed one another, my
family knew how to reconcile differ-
ences and combine opposites.”

Interestingly, according to Rabbi
Weizman, “Polish Jews were business-
men”. The “intellectuals”, he says,
were “Lithuanian.” “As a rule, if you
needed a teacher you brought him
from Lithuania.”

Nonetheless, as a child, Peretz was
immersed in study, starting to learn
Chumash at the age of five. His father
was a follower of the Gerer Rebbe and
Peretz would join his father on his
annual journey to Ger during Yom
Kippur, some 150 kilometres from
Lodz.

At the age of nine, Peretz was
enrolled in what he says was the “best
school in Lodz”, an orthodox Yeshiva
known as “Yesodei Hatorah”. He

excelled as a student,
he says, attributing
much of his achieve-
ment to his “father’s
insistence that I
should consume a lot
of olive oil” which,
Weizman says, proba-
bly helped him sharp-
en his photographic
memory.

Weizman’s memo-
ries of his homelife
are idyllic. “Our
home was very invit-
ing. It was an open
home. Every Saturday
after Shacharis no less

than 10 people were invited to our home for
Kiddush, in addition to the Orchim, the
guests, who shared the Sabbath and holiday
meals with us. The Orchim were very poor,
they were beggars. They did not wash, were
very poorly dressed and sometimes they
smelled bad.” 

For the over three million Jews of Poland,
the German invasion of that country in
September, 1939, was an event that had been
looming for months. With the Germans clos-
ing in from the west and the Russians from
the east, there was nowhere to run. The most
that anyone could do was seek refuge in a
place that might provide a brief respite from
the inevitable onslaught.

Such was the case with Peretz’s father, who
gathered up his wife,  Peretz, his older broth-
er Mordechai, sister Chava, along with three
of his oldest brother’s children, and began to
move east. 

Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until March 31, 2010)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a great new CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant
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The Peretz Weizman story - Part I
Growing up in Lodz, Poland and Surviving the Holocasust

The Weizman family - Lodz Ghetto, 1942
photo courtesy of Jewish Heritage Centre

Peretz Weizman
circa 1947

photo courtesy of
Jewish Heritage

Centre

(Cont. on page 15. See “The Peretz Weizman
story”.)

The Bridge on Kirchenplatz
Connecting Two Parts of the

Lodz Ghetto 

One of the largest Jewish ghettos was estab-
lished in the Polish city of Lodz (Germanized
as “Litzmannstadt”) in the winter of 1939.
After April 1940, the area set aside for the
ghetto was completely cut off from the rest of
the city and its non-Jewish population. Jews
from all over Poland (and almost all of
Europe) were penned up in Lodz’s cata-
strophically overcrowded ghetto. In 1940
alone, an estimated 230,000 people were liv-
ing in about 30,000 apartments, some of
which consisted of only one room. Of these
apartments, only 725 had running water. The
inhabitants of the Lodz ghetto had to earn
their minimal food rations through forced
labor. Tens of thousands of them died there as
a result of disease, malnourishment, and
abuse. After 1941, the ghetto became a stop-
ping point for European Jews bound for sys-
tematic annihilation in the extermination
camps of the east. In August 1944, the last
Jews were transported from Lodz to
Auschwitz.

The Lodz ghetto was intersected by two
main thoroughfares (one of which is seen
below) and was thus divided into three parts,
which were connected by two bridges. The
bridge on Kirchenplatz is shown here. The
thoroughfare was not part of the ghetto;
streetcars used by Lodz’s non-Jewish popula-
tion could drive through the ghetto but were
not permitted to stop. 



“We moved from place to place,” Rabbi
Weizman writes. “Finally we settled in a vil-
lage, Lisksocvitze. The Germans were after us
constantly.”

Peretz’s father decided that it would be bet-
ter to return to Lodz; however, only Peretz,
Mordechai and Peretz’s mother were able to
be smuggled back into Lodz. Peretz’s father,
his sister, and his two nieces and nephew
were all shot shortly thereafter. 

For the Jews of Lodz, survival in the ghetto
that had been erected by the Germans was a
daily contest. While the details of what Peretz
endured are horrifying, it was pure chance
that he was one of the 900 Jewish inhabitants
of Lodz who managed to survive the war.

In reading and hearing the account of the
tortures to which  Peretz Weizman was sub-
jected, one particularly gruesome period
stands out: The three weeks during which he
was subjected to unremitting physical pun-
ishment at the hands of the Gestapo and their
Polish henchmen in the “Crypo” (criminal
police).

Here is Rabbi Weizman’s account of what
happened when he was interrogated:

“About four Germans were in the room.
The first thing was to remove the coat.
There was a place to hang up coats. I was
not permitted to use it. Under severe
blows, I had to put the coat on the floor.
The questions began...

I was being interrogated. A big desk was
occupied by three Germans. I was stand-
ing, questions were asked: “Where is your
gold, silver, coins, diamonds, and
American dollars?” If I put a finger on the
desk, I was beaten up.

While one of the three Germans asked
the questions, the other observed my body
language. The third one, whose name was
Sutter, a folks deutch from Lodz who
spoke Yiddish, was playing with a full
bowl of diamonds. From time to time he
threw in a supplementary question in
Yiddish. The German that initiated the
beating was Schmidt. The introduction to
the blows was made by Sutter.

This is what he told me: “You said that
you have nothing. Now, we will ask for
your tuchas, we will hear what your
tuchas has to say.” He continued, every-

thing in Yiddish: “You better give what you
have because the Goyim are bad people -
they will hurt you badly.”

Not far from the desk there was a little car-
pet. They told me to lie down on the carpet.
“Stick out your behind,” one of them said.
“Otherwise we will get to your head. You will
have to count the lashes. If you make a mis-
take, we will start from the beginning.”

I followed his orders and placed myself on
the little rug. Four Germans with big sticks
started beating and hitting me - like thrashing
grain. The canes were coiled with wires. I
counted until four and became uncon-
scious...” 

The beatings continued for three weeks.
During that time, Weizman’s mother and
three brothers were also subjected to similar

beatings. Amazingly, they all survived their
ordeal in the Crypo.

Eventually Weizman ended up in a concen-
tration camp known as Bartenshlager. When
the Germans aban-
doned that camp in
January, 1945, he
decided to make his
way back to Lodz - a
dangerous journey,
since the war was
still raging. When the
war finally ended,
Weizman ended up
going to Germany,
where he joined up
with one of his broth-
ers-in-law, who had
survived the war.

Sixty-four years
later, Rabbi
Weizman offers up
some caustic com-
ments comparing
Poles and Germans:
“The moment that the

war ended they (the Germans) stopped killing
us.  In Poland they kept killing us. Why? The
Pole doesn’t live by rules. Therefore, you
could bribe him. The German is living by
rules… discipline. As long as the law said
‘kill’, he killed. But as soon as the law disap-
peared, not a Jew was touched in Germany.

I must tell you that this observation had an
influence on me to be flexible..not to be so
disciplined. I’m afraid of discipline.

I was waiting, after the war, to be shot by a
Polish soldier, so you should understand my
feelings about the Poles.

If the Ukrainians had planned to do some-
thing like that  (mass killing of Jews)- we
would have been prepared, if the Poles had
planned it - we would have been prepared,
but Germans?” 

Every Holocaust survivor has his or her own
unique story to tell. For many, telling that
story is unbearably difficult. For others, such
as the late Phillip Weiss, as it is with Rabbi
Weizman, recounting the horrors they
endured is a catharsis of sorts. One can only
shake one’s head and wonder what incredi-
ble strength such individuals must have had
to be able to withstand the tortures to which
they were subjected. 

In our next issue: How Rabbi Weizman
ended up in Winnipeg and the seminal role
he played in developing standards of kashrut
in this city 
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I followed his orders and placed
myself on the little rug. Four Germans
with big sticks started beating and hit-
ting me - like thrashing grain. The
canes were coiled with wires. I count-
ed until four and became uncon-
scious...” 

The Peretz Weizman story
Continued from page 14.

A Resident of the Lodz Ghetto is
Abused and Ridiculed (1942) 

Abuse and humiliation was part of every-
day life for the Jewish inhabitants of Lodz
and other ghettos and camps. Tens of thou-
sands of ghetto residents suffered violence,
illness, and malnourishment. In the Lodz
ghetto alone, an estimated 6,000 Jews died
in 1940; 11,000 died in 1941, and 18,000
died in 1942.



By ANDY LEVY-AJZENKOPF 

TORONTO - Jewish gays and lesbians
are mobilizing against plans by anti-Israel
gay activists to try to turn Toronto’s 2009
Pride Parade into a public forum for bash-
ing Israel. 

One of the Canadian gay community’s
most celebrated events, the annual
Toronto Pride Parade and Pride Week -
scheduled this year to run from June 19 to
June 28 - is supposed to showcase the
community’s commitment to “equality,
human rights, respect, diversity, honour,
love and acceptance,” according to Pride
Toronto’s website. 

However, members of the Jewish gay
communities in both Toronto and Montreal have voiced concerns over the increasing presence
of virulent, anti-Israel political messaging that has sprouted up at the parade since the middle
part of the decade. 

In recent years, anti-Israel groups in Toronto have slipped into the parade without permission
from organizers, their members bearing signs denouncing Israel as an apartheid state. 

But one of those groups, calling itself Queers Against Israeli Apartheid (QuAIA), will be offi-
cially welcomed by Pride Toronto as a partici-
pant this year. 

Last week, Tracey Sandilands, executive direc-
tor of Pride Toronto, confirmed that QuAIA’s
application has “been accepted” and the group
will participate in the 2009 Toronto parade. 

Word of the news spread quickly to
Montreal’s Jewish gay community, with some
members afraid that Montreal Pride week -
scheduled to run Aug. 13 to 16 this year - could
suffer a similar fate in the future. So far, howev-
er, there has been no such messaging at
Montreal Pride, according to Joey Waknin,
president of Ga’ava, the fledgling non-profit
group for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgen-
dered (LGBT) Jews in Montreal. 

“I personally find that using the social status of queers as a medium to advance [an] Israel
apartheid [agenda] is an irresponsible confrontation on their end,” Waknin said. 

The Toronto situation has also prompted the creation of a new group called Holy Queer - a
Montreal-based, national Zionist queer group promoting gay life in Israel through political
activism. It emerged last week on Facebook and Twitter, seeking representatives across the coun-
try to counter fallacies about gay rights in Israel. 

“We are still formulating our response to both Toronto’s decision and
potentially Montreal. We do plan to respond in one way or another,”
said Josh Fagan, vice-president of Holy Queer. He added: “Would Ms.
Sandilands think it was right for individuals to attack Canada at a Pride
parade in Europe for its alleged ‘apartheid policies’ towards aboriginals?
There is a time and place for everything. Let’s keep it relevant. Gay pride
is meant to commend those who support and condemn those who
abuse the rights of LGBT communities.” 

Although QuAIA sparked controversy among Jewish participants over
its appearance at the 2008 Toronto Pride Parade, for Pride organizers,
the controversy wasn’t due to the group’s political message, Sandilands
said. Rather, as an unregistered group, it posed an “insurance liability.” 

Asked whether she felt her organization has now opened itself up to
the potential for hateful messages in the parade and the usurpation of
Pride’s traditionally peaceful, inclusive vibe, Sandilands told The CJN
that security will be augmented this year. 

“We have no intention of allowing anyone to be harassed at any point
and have every intention of ensuring the safety of all participants in any
aspect of the festival,” she said. 

Martin Gladstone, a Toronto-based Jewish gay lawyer
who has witnessed the anti-Israel messaging in past
parades, implored Pride organizers to remain apolitical,
arguing that allowing any group with a political man-
date to march in the parade is contrary to Pride’s non-

profit “LGBT human rights mandate,” and that
“gay pride has nothing to do with anti-Israel
advocacy.” 

Gladstone said he feared that the rise of anti-
Israel, “and by extension anti-Jewish,” political
messaging could threaten Pride’s existence and
funding if legally challenged. 

“The law is clear,” he wrote to the Pride coun-
cil this year. “You cannot allow a non-profit cor-
poration to facilitate political advocacy unrelated
to its charter.” 

Reprinted with permission, Canadian Jewish
News.
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Jewish gays fight anti-Israel messaging at Pride Parade

Example of anti-Israel messages displayed at the
Toronto Pride Parade in previous years. 

JAMES BEZAN, MP
SELKIRK - INTERLAKE

www.jamesbezan.com
1-888-247-9606

Happy Canada Day!

Celebrating
our

40th 
year

Celebrating
our

40th 
year

On Your Way to the Beaches
Try Us

Finest Hot Dogs 
and Hamburgers

Corner 44 & Henderson Hwy.
Lockport, Manitoba

SONIA’SSONIA’S

Peter Bjornson,
MLA for Gimli
Representing Gimli, Winnipeg
Beach, Dunnottar, St. Andrews 
and West St. Paul

Constituency Office:
Room 105, 94-1st Avenue, 
Gimli MB, R0C 1B1

Phone:  204-642-4977 
Toll Free 1-866-253-0255
Fax: 204-642-8991 
Email:  gimlimla@mts.net

In recent years, anti-Israel groups in
Toronto have slipped into the parade
without permission from organizers,
their members bearing signs
denouncing Israel as an apartheid
state. 
But one of those groups, calling
itself Queers Against Israeli
Apartheid (QuAIA), will be officially
welcomed by Pride Toronto as a
participant this year. 



By ERIC FINGERHUT
WASHINGTON (JTA) – In accepting the notion of a

demilitarized Palestinian state, Benjamin Netanyahu in
his speech Sunday adopted what is essentially the posi-
tion of a large swath of Israelis and American Jews.

This week, Israelis and many Jewish groups on the left
and right were applauding the Israeli prime minister for
his stance.

Netanyahu’s comments on Palestinian statehood also
pleased the White House, with President Obama calling
the speech “positive movement.”

With concerns running high about an escalating diplo-
matic rift between Washington and Jerusalem, some
Jewish organizational leaders expressed hope that
Netanyahu’s shift would reduce tensions between Israel
and the United States over Jewish settlements in the West
Bank.

“The anxiety level is down for now,” Anti-Defamation
League national director Abraham Foxman said.

But a number of left-wing groups said that while
Netanyahu’s acceptance of two states was a significant
moment, they were disappointed by his failure to alter
his position on Jewish settlement growth. And on the
right, some categorized Netanyahu’s speech as a concession.

In what was billed as a major policy address, Netanyahu said at Bar-Ilan University that he
would support a Palestinian state as long as the state was demilitarized and the Palestinians
recognized Israel as a Jewish state. He also called for immediate negotiations with the
Palestinians and the rest of the Arab world without preconditions.

Netanyahu went further in a conference call Monday with members of the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations, using the catch phrase “two states for two
peoples” and saying it was possible to have effective security arrangements to accompany a
Palestinian state.

“There were a lot of conditions,” Obama
said Monday to reporters, “and obviously
working through the conditions on Israel’s
side for security, as well as the Palestinian
side for sovereignty and territorial integrity
and the capacity to have a functioning,
prosperous state, that’s exactly what negoti-
ations are supposed to be about. But what
we’re seeing is at least the possibility
that we can restart serious talks.”

Jewish groups across the spectrum,
including the major Orthodox,
Conservative and Reform organiza-
tions, praised Netanyahu’s new posi-
tion, as did the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee.
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In endorsing two states, Netanyahu
adopts popular Jewish position

Abraham Foxman, Anti-
Defamation League national
director: “The anxiety level is
down for now.”



By MYRON LOVE 
It has long been a tradition

in our community that
Jewish veterans who served
our country in war and
Jewish members of the
Masonic lodges in Winnipeg
who pass away receive a trib-
ute from their fellow veterans
or masons, should the
deceased or the family wish
it, as a component of their
funerals. This been taking
place in our community for
as long as most people can
remember without any protest. 

But since he took over as rabbi at Etz
Chayim synagogue (after Rabbi Balser),
Rabbi Larry Lander has not allowed
participation from the Royal Canadian
Legion or Masonic lodges at funerals
for war veterans under his auspices.

Rabbi Lander, however, is reconsider-
ing his position on Legion or Masonic
participation. When questioned about
the policy in mid-March, Rabbi Lander
responded that he was basing his deci-
sion on Rabbinical Assembly guide-
lines. He emphasized
that his policy in this
matter was his own deci-
sion - based on his own
Halachic interpretation -
and not that of his syna-
gogue.

Now, he said, “after
some discussion with

some col-
leagues, I
see that there is some room
for flexibility regarding
Legion participation. I am
awaiting approval from my
synagogue’s Ritual
Committee.”

Conservative Rabbinical
Assembly Halachic expert
Rabbi Elliott Dorff of Los
Angeles told The Jewish
Post & News that there is
no official Conservative
position on the issue but
some years ago, a senior
rabbi, in response to the
question, wrote that he
didn’t feel that these out-
side rituals were appropri-
ate at Jewish funerals.

“The final decision has
been left to the discretion
of the individual rabbi
depending on whether the
rabbi feels that the rituals
are in keeping with Jewish
tradition or not,” said
Rabbi Dorff who is a
Distinguished Professor of
Jewish Theology at the
American Jewish universi-
ty in Los Angeles (formerly
the University of Judaism).

Etz Chayim member
David Lerner, who is also a
Mason, discussed the issue
with the rabbi a couple of
months ago.

“I approached Rabbi
Lander as a concerned
Mason,” Lerner said. “He
said that he felt badly

about his decision
because he wanted to
please everybody but, he
said, he is going by the
strict Orthodox rules that
no other ceremony can
be part of the Jewish
funeral rites.”

Lerner, a long time
member of the largely
Jewish Menorah Lodge,
pointed out that Free
Masonry is a “brother-
hood”, not a religion.
“This is a matter of pay-

ing respect to our brother Masons (or
Legion members),” he said.

What do these rituals involve? For the
funerals of Legion members, the General
Monash Branch of the legion present an
Honour Guard, drape an Israeli flag over
the coffin and throw poppies into the
open grave. For the funerals of Masonic
members, their Masonic brothers also
provide an honour guard.

Additionally, there may be a speech
by the Master Mason, and at the ceme-
tery, the Masons in attendance throw

sprigs of acacia
wood into the
grave and point
heavenward.

“We don’t
have a problem
with Legion or
Masonic partic-
ipation at funer-
als,” said Rena
Boroditsky, the

executive director of the Chesed Shel
Emes, Winnipeg’s only Jewish funeral
home, which operates according to
Orthodox guidelines. “Our policy is
that we will allow anything that doesn’t
interfere with or contravene Jewish ritu-
als or the solemnity of the occasion.”

Rabbi Peretz Weizman, Winnipeg’s
senior rabbi, said he views these out-
side rituals as another way of paying
respect to the deceased. “If it is going to
give additional comfort to the family,
then why not?” he asked.

When asked by The Jewish Post &
News about his views, Rabbi Avraham
Altein, Winnipeg’s Chabad rabbi, chose
not to comment on the issue because,
he said, he doesn’t know enough about
what is involved. He did say though
that he officiated at one funeral where
several Legion members in attendance
did carry out their rituals without con-
sulting him beforehand. 

“It seemed harmless enough,” he said.
Rabbi Ari Ellis, the Herzlia Adas-

Yeshurun’s rabbi since last August, has-
n’t had the situation come up yet at any
funerals at which he has officiated. He
reported though that at his grandfa-
ther’s funeral in California 10 years ago,
there was American Legion participa-
tion. (His zaida was a member of a
Conservative congregation.)

“I suppose that it is up to the discre-
tion of the individual rabbi,” he said.

Rabbi Alan Green, the spiritual leader
of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, says
that he doesn’t see any problem with
Legion or Masonic participation at
funerals he conducts. “I don’t see any
conflict,” he said.
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Legion Participation at Funerals

Rabbi Larry Lander

“After some discussion with
some colleagues, I see that
there is some room for flex-
ibility regarding Legion par-
ticipation. I am awaiting
approval from my syna-
gogue’s Ritual Committee.”

– Rabbi Larry Lander

Beaches area Guide to
Merchants & Services



Human Rights Commission - Leven vs. Levant
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Comment

By RHONDA SPIVAK

Elliot Leven a Winnipeg lawyer in
private practice, a Manitoba Human
Rights commissioner, who also hap-
pens to be a former editor of The
Jewish Post & News published an
article in Canadian Lawyer on August
21, 2008 (web exclusive) about
human rights commissions. 

The Jewish Post & News asked Ezra
Levant, conservative pundit and
lawyer to respond to Leven’s pub-
lished comments. 

As readers will remember from our
May 20, 2009 issue, Levant, publish-
er of the now defunct Western Standard magazine, was investigated in
a highly controversial case by the Alberta Human Rights and
Citizenship Commission after he reprinted Danish cartoons depicting
the Muslim prophet Mohammed. 

At first blush there appear to be several similarities between Leven
and Levant: both are former ‘editors’ and ‘lawyers with solid Winnipeg
Jewish pedigree’, who both have initials ‘E. L.’ and the Hebrew word
“Lev” in their name. 

But, the similarities may end there. Leven argues that Canadians
need human rights commissions more than ever, while Levant con-
tends they should be scrapped altogether. 

What follows below are excepts from Leven’s published comments
in Canadian Lawyer (web exclusive) and Levant’s responses to those
comments, along with Leven’s rebuttals.

LEVEN: As a labour and employment lawyer and human rights com-
missioner, I believe that Canada needs human rights commissions
now more than ever. That does not mean that all provincial human
rights laws should contain hate-speech provisions. In fact, most don’t.
B.C., Alberta, and Saskatchewan are the only common law provinces
that include hate-speech sections in their human rights laws. 

LEVANT: Other provinces have almost identical provisions that
apply to other forms of expression. And, of course, there’s the federal
Canadian Human Rights Commission, which has a hate speech pro-
vision – and [virtually] a 100% conviction rate at the tribunal. 

LEVEN: Speaking only for myself, and only in my capacity as a pri-
vate citizen, I agree with Mr. Levant that the federal legislation and the
provincial legislation in B.C., Alberta and Saskatchewan should prob-
ably be amended. But it does not follow that all human rights com-
missions and tribunals should be abolished altogether.

* * *

LEVEN: One [criticism] is that some human rights complaints are
frivolous. That is certainly true…

But, in a democratic society, there is literally no way to screen out
all frivolous litigation in a way that would not also screen out some
perfectly valid litigation. 

I know from personal experience as a human rights commissioner
that it is sometimes impossible to tell whether a complaint has any
merit until at least a few key witnesses have been interviewed or a few
key documents reviewed… 

The investigation may ultimately reveal that the complainant was
less than fully honest and that the complaint is totally without merit.
The respondent is angry and jaded about the whole human rights
process, particularly if he or she has hired a lawyer and incurred some
legal bills. I sympathize with the respondent, but what’s a responsible
commission to do? 

LEVANT: When someone files a nuisance suit in a civil court, they
have to pay the costs of the party they harass. Leven’s...“what can we
do?” is pretty obviously answered: they can pay for the abusive costs
they put their victims through. 

LEVEN: In civil litigation, the “loser” typically pays part, but not all,
of the “winner’s” legal costs. The “winner” is typically left with a large
legal bill. 

* * *

LEVEN: Also, human rights commissions are becoming extremely
skilled at mediating mutually agreeable settlements, at no cost to
either party. The courts do not provide free mediation for parties to
civil lawsuits. 

LEVANT: His [Leven’s] pride in their “mediation” skills is laughable.
It’s not mediation. It’s a Shakedown. The reason HRCs convince 90 per

cent of their victims to accept a plea
deal is because, after a few months
in the kangaroo court process, vic-
tims realize they cannot win. Even if
they’re “acquitted”, they will not be
made whole for their wasted time
and money – unlike a real court, or
even some other commissions and
boards. In my case, that “expert
mediation” took the form of an extor-
tion demand: I pay the Muslim imam
a few thousand dollars and give him
a page in the magazine, unedited,
and I could go free. Instead, I fought
on principle, and spent about
$100,000. A rational person would

have taken the deal, and suffered the humiliation.
The thing about other boards and commissions is that they are actu-

ally experts. Take Manitoba’s Surface Rights Board. That’s all they do:
arbitrate between the person who owns land (typically a farmer) and
the personal who owns the minerals underneath it (typically a mining
company). That’s it. And you can bet they’re more expert about it than
any court.

Not so HRCs. One day they’re telling restaurants not to order staff to
wash their hands. The next day they’re telling school boards what pro-
grams to offer. The next day they’re telling me how to run my maga-
zine. They’re not legal experts or technical experts. They’re ... political
activists, who have an agenda that could never get through an elec-
tion — so they’ll impose it under the counterfeit name of “human
rights”. 

LEVEN: I can’t comment on Mr. Levant’s personal experience. I can
say that, in my experience with thousands of Manitoba complaints
since 2002, many complaints have a certain amount of potential
merit. Sometimes a mediated settlement does not involve money at
all. Sometimes it just involves a policy change so that future problems
are averted. The Manitoba Human Rights Commission website con-
tains fascinating information about some of the recent complaints that
have been successfully mediated. I urge readers to check it out. 

* * *

LEVEN: The rules of evidence used by courts are very complex, and
many hours have been spent by lawyers arguing over evidentiary
issues in the courts. 

LEVANT: Leven puts down real courts, saying they... take time. If the
junk case against me had been in a real court, I could have applied
for a summary dismissal, and be done with it within weeks. Instead, I
was dragged through a 900-day process, involving 15 government
bureaucrats and lawyers... Sorry, I’m not interested in being a stimu-
lus program for lawyers. And that’s what HRCs are: they’re extremely
slow. The average case in Alberta takes a year and a half to resolve —
whereas small claims courts and landlord and tenant forums typically
get results in half that time, or less. 

LEVEN: I agree with Mr. Levant that Small Claims courts are usually
quite fast. Other courts are much slower. Civil litigation often takes
much more than a year and a half. 

* * *

LEVEN: In short, my direct first-hand experience is that, at least in
my home province, the human rights commission is working quickly
and efficiently, and still plays an essential role. 

LEVANT: There are 14 HRCs in Canada, employing 1,000 people
like Leven, at an annual cost of about $200,000,000 to taxpayers.
Time to shut them down — and encourage them to find more mean-
ingful employment. 

LEVEN: Actually, being a Manitoba Human Rights Commissioner is
not my full-time job. Our full Board of Commissioners only meets
about seven times a year. We also have some committee meetings. I
get a modest honorarium for those meetings which I attend. If I miss a
meeting, I get nothing. As I have to take time away from my private
legal practice to attend Commission and committee meetings, I actu-
ally lose money by being a Commissioner. 

In general, Canadian human rights commissions and tribunals are
no more expensive than any administrative tribunals. In general,
administrative litigation costs taxpayers less money than civil litigation
in the superior courts. 

Nevertheless, I enjoy hearing Mr. Levant’s comments. He is always
entertaining.

ELLIOT LEVEN EZRA LEVANT
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 17

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

MEYER ENGEL
wish to thank family and friends for

their kind support, sympathy cards, and

generous donations. Your thoughtfulness

will always be remembered.

Mina Engel and family

The family of the late
ALLEN

BILLINGHURST
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, June 21, 2009
at 2:00 p.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Sec. A

Unveiling

The family of the late
SABINA FRANK

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a memorial
dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, June 28, 2009

at 10:10 a.m.
at the

Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late
FREDA BELLE

SPECTOR
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 28, 2009
at 11:15 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Gate 3, Area 4, Sec. G
Row 30, Plot 5

Unveiling

RUTH BUBIS
It is with great sorrow

that we announce the
passing of Ruth (Mandel)
Bubis, aged 79, on Satur-
day May 16, 2009 at
Concordia Hospital. Ruth
moved from Grayson,
Saskatchewan to Winni-
peg as a young child and
lived in the North End of

Winnipeg with her parents and sister, and then with her
husband Norman until they were both admitted to
hospital several months ago.

Ruth worked alongside Norman at their successful
Trent grocery store and later at the family owned
Balmoral Motor Hotel. She and Norman were very
generous and always willing to help others with their
needs.

Ruth was totally devoted to her sister Merle (Minuk),
parents Menashe and Fannie Mandel and especially
Norman who predeceased her just two months ago. She
was very proud of her son, daughter-in-law and her five
grandchildren and always looked forward to their visits
from Israel.

Ruth will be greatly mourned by her son Leon and his
wife Judy, and grandchildren, Nathaniel, Shira, Pesach,
Tzippora and Frima.

Our deepest appreciation goes out to the nursing and
support staff at Concordia Hospital. During her four
month stay at the hospital she was treated with incred-
ible caring, professional concern and affection by so
many people. A special thank you goes to family friend
and companion Perry Rubenfeld who tirelessly de-
voted his time and energy to her and Norman and was
an unending source of support to the family during her
illness.

Burial was at the Bnai Abraham Cemetery on Sun-
day, May 17, 2009.

ROWENA GREENBERG
May 29, 1923 May 23, 2009

It is with great sadness
that the family announces
the passing of Rowena
Greenberg (nee Peikoff)
at Riverview Health Cen-
tre. She is survived by her
husband, Leonard, her
children, Howard
(Lindy), Shawn (Robert
Carr) and Lynnie
Rappaport, and grand-
children, Rebecca Bruni

(David), Laura Greenberg (Mark Schachter), Jill Carr,
David Carr, Amy Rappaport and Lissie Rappaport.

Rowena grew up in Grandview, Manitoba and moved
to Winnipeg after high school. She met Leonard as he
entered medical school and they were married in July,
1946, on the day he took his last exam. Rowena
devoted her life to her family and her home. She was a
wonderful cook and a gracious host whose table always
had room for more. She was generous to a fault with her
time and energy. Rowena was a unique individual -
vivacious and gregarious and capable of seeing the
good in everything and everyone. Her boundless love
and good humour will be greatly missed.

Funeral services were held at Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue on May 25, 2009. The family would like to thank
Cathy Taflan and the staff at Riverview Health Centre,
2 West, for their compassionate care during the last few
months.

If desired, memorial donations may be made to the
ALS Society of Manitoba or the Riverview Health
Centre.

ELAINE SHUSTER
August 5, 1955 - June 6, 2009

Surrounded by her fam-
ily, it is with deep sorrow
and sadness we announce
the passing of our daugh-
ter, sister, auntie and
friend on Saturday, June
6, 2009.

Elaine will be lovingly
remembered by her
mother, Esther, her broth-
ers and sisters Judy
Eschuk (John), Linda
Newman (Les) Boca
Raton Florida, Marshall
and Brian (Robin-Ann).
She also leaves to cherish

her memory of her nieces and nephews - Chas, Robert,
Michael, Samantha, Tia, Bryce and extended family of
aunts and cousins.

Elaine is predeceased by her Baba and Zaida Lila and
Charlie Levine and Baba Dasha Shuster-Garfinkel.

Elaine started her career at the University of Mani-
toba - Economics Dept.1973.  With over 32 years with
the Government of Canada, Elaine saw many name
changes with the departments she worked in. The
constant in Elaine’s life were the friends she had met
along the way.  Until her passing she continued contact
with these friends. She will be sadly missed by all.

Elaine loved to spend time with her family and
friends.  She loved to entertain guests in her home,
ensuring they had a good time.  She lived her life loving
and caring for our mom.  Everyone is at a loss for losing
a truly wonderful person.

Our family would like to thank all the staff at Cancer
Care Manitoba, St. Boniface Heart Failure Clinic and
the staff on the 4th, 5th and 6th floors at the St. Boniface
General Hospital for Elaine’s care in her final months.

Pallbearers were her sisters, brothers, nephews and
brother-in-law - Judy, Linda, Marshall, Brian, Robert,
Bryce, Chas and John.  Honorary pallbearers were her
dearest, closest, and lifelong friends Rhonda Gordon,
Florence Zamick, Sharon Stokoloff, Claudette LaPlante
and Arlene Kovacik.

In lieu of flowers, Elaine has requested that dona-
tions may be made to the Gwen Secter Senior Creative
Living Centre 1588 Main Street, Winnipeg, MB  R2V
1Y3

In compliance with Elaine’s wishes, a graveside
service was held on Thursday, June 11th at Chapel
Lawn Memorial Gardens (Garden of Serenity) 4000
Portage Avenue. A Celebration of Elaine’s Life fol-
lowed at Mosaic Funeral and Reception Centre.

For online condolences, obituary information, or to
light a memorial candle please log onto
www.mosaicfunerals.ca

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHARON
FILKOW

who passed away
June 17, 2008

— We miss you terribly
Ken, Kevin (Debbie-Jo),
Lainie (Bryan) and Sharon’s
grandchildren.

The unveiling of the marker
on Sharon’s gravesite took
place May 18, 2009 at
Rosh Pina Memorial Park,
Cantor Gerry Daien officiated.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ERNEST (CHAIM)

KERN
who passed away

June 20, 2007
4 days in Tammuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of
RUSSEL
KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

The family of the late
ETTIE FRANK

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Tuesday, June 30, 2009
at 2:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling
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In loving memory of
MATTHEW

LEMER
who passed away

June 21, 2000
18 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by Baba Mae and
family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL
MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LEONARD
REINHORN

who passed away
June 16, 2001

26 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving wife
Myrna, children, and
grandchildren.

SAM
STILLMAN
who passed away

June 18, 1988

In loving memory of

REBECCA
STILLMAN
who passed away

July 8, 2005

In Memoriam

— Always remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

IRENE VERIN
who passed away

June 28, 1987
1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
JOE WORB

who passed away
June 17, 1991

5 Days in Tammuz
— Always in our thoughts.
ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife Geri,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HERSCH
ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
JUNE 24

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAMUEL DAVID

DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister-in-
law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

33rd Yahrzeit 2nd Yahrzeit

ROWENA
GREEN

who passed away
July 11, 1976

13th Day in Tammuz

IRWIN
GREEN

who passed away
June 22, 20007

6th Day in Tammuz
32 years apart

Together eternally
—Forever in our hearts and thoughts, loved and so very missed
by your children Barry, Sharon, Marsha and Alan granddaughters
Ronit, Kari, Shira and Hadara.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather
LEIBLE

HERSHFIELD
who passed away

June 18, 1999
4 days in Tamuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving wife
Babe, children, grandchildren
and the many, many people
whose lives he touched.

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather
DAVID B.

MARGOLESE
who passed away

July 10, 1986
3 Days in Tammuz

—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

23rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RAE MOGUL

who passed away
June 23, 1993

4 Days in Tammuz
A true woman of valor.
Loving memories will never die.
In our hearts forever.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter Arline,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAXWELL

(MAX) NELKO
who passed away

July 3rd, 2006
8 Days in Tammuz

To live in the hearts
Of ones we loved
Is not to die
—  Forever loved and missed
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and brothers
and sisters.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RACHEL OLIN

who passed away
July 10, 1989

7 Days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
VALERA SEGAL

who passed away
June 24, 2001

3 days in Tammuz
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MEYER L.
RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
35th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
father, zaide & great-zaide

MENDEL
MENACHEM

SZTERNFELD
who passed away

June 28, 1974
8 days in Tamuz

Your warm, gentle, good
nature, sense of  humor, wisdom
and unconditional love will
always be remembered.
— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy and Brandon, Marissa,
Hailey, Caleb, and Zane.



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN

This Shabbat’s Torah Portion is Shelach. The Torah relates how before
entering the future Land of Israel, the Jews decided to send people to
check out the quality of the land. They chose 12 distinguished Jewish
leaders, a representative of each of the 12 major families of Israel.
Each man would bear in mind the interests and needs of the family
that they represented.

In their report, the scouts did describe the quality of the land in
glowing terms. But they advised against proceeding to settle the land.
They said that the Canaanites were very powerful, their cities were

heavily fortified and that the Jews stood no
chance of succeeding in settling there. The
people of Canaan would wipe them out.

Two of the 12 scouts demurred; they were
Joshua (later to become the successor of
Moses) and Caleb. They sided with Moses
and insisted that G-d who had led the Jews
safely out of Pharaoh’s Egypt, would similarly
overcome the power of the Canaanites. But
the rest of Jewry panicked and rebelled
against Moses.

The result was a tragedy. G-d declared that
the generation that had left Egypt was not yet
ready to face the challenge of settling in
Israel. They would wander in the wilderness
for 40 years and die there. Only the next gen-
eration would enter the Promised Land.

This episode leaves us wondering about the
logic of the 12 scouts. There were great and
intelligent Jewish leaders, men that had per-
sonally witnessed how G-d wrought 10
plagues on Egypt, split the Red Sea and
destroy the Egyptian Army. They personally
saw how the heavenly Manna rained down
daily to feed the Nation and they had person-
ally heard and experienced G-d speaking to

them at Mount Sinai.
It does not make sense that these people should panic at seeing the

might of the Canaanites. How are we to explain their sudden weak-
ness of heart?

The answer is that up until this point, Jews lived a very insular and
protected life. G-d protected them and cared for them at each and
every turn. But they knew that Jewish life was about to change. In the
Land of Israel, they would need to till the soil; no Manna was to fall.
They would form a Jewish army and have to fight wars to defend them-
selves, rather than the open miracles that they had enjoyed when they
had left Egypt. In short, this was to be a new era of Jews standing on
their own two feet. So they panicked.

This weakness is something that we all experience. We can teach a
child the beauty of living like a Jew in Hebrew School. It is easy to feel
Jewish within the confines of the Hebrew School. But when leaving
into the large outside world, many Hebrew School graduates are
unable to stand up to the challenge of being different.

Most of us know intellectually the difference between right and
wrong. But it is one thing to know it and quite another to actually live
by our principles in the real world. When facing the real world we
panic and emotions take over where intelligence leaves us.

How can a person overcome emotional discomfort and do what is
right? The solution can be found in a beautiful story of the Lubavitch
Rebbe:

A young woman visited the Rebbe. She was 26 and didn’t have a
single friend. She herself recognized her faults; she was selfish, jeal-
ous and could be cruel. But she told the Rebbe that she could not con-
trol her emotions.

The Rebbe gave her simple advice. He said that at mealtime in
school, she should make it a habit of serving someone something that
they need, even if only a glass of water. If you’re not nice, don’t ana-
lyze it. Act nicely and be nice.

The Torah emphasizes the power of doing Mitzvot much more than
philosophizing. Ideas in themselves may not have the power to
change us for the better; they need action. Do a Mitzvah every day,
even one small Mitzvah. It makes a world of difference.
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In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAUL GORDON

SHROM
who passed away

June 29, 1990
6 Days in Tammuz

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Helen
May, children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MOLLY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
June 28, 1982

27 days in Sivan, 5764
– Forever loved and deeply
missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother
MARY STEIN

who passed away
July 10, 1992

9 Days in Tammuz
Loving memories will never die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our

beloved father, grandfather
and brother

SYD FISHER
who passed away

July 3, 1995
5 Days in Tammuz

Nothing can ever take away
The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near.

Thought vs. Action

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, June 19 and June 26. Candles: 9:23. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharit: 9:30.

Mincha: 9:20. Shabbat ends: 10:34. Sunday morning services: 9:00.
Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services: 9:15. Rosh Chodesh
Tammuz June 22/23.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor
offers traditional Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome any-
one who has yahrzeit or is saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily
minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, June 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m.,

candle lighting 9:23 p.m. Saturday, June 20 - Shelach - morning service 9:00
a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:34 p.m. Sunday, June 21
- morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, June 22-Tuesday, June 23 - Rosh Chodesh - morning service 7:15
a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, June 24-Thursday, June 25 -
morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, June 26 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m.,
candle lighting 9:23 p.m. Saturday, June 27 - Korach - morning service 9:00
a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:34 p.m. Sunday, June 28
- morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening Service 6:00 p.m.

Monday, June 29-Tuesday, June 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening
service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, July 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m. Thursday, July 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the

synagogue office. 
Friday, June 19: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Latin American-style Kabbalat Shabbat service
with keyboard accompaniment 7:00 p.m. Light Shabbat Candles 9:22 p.m.

Shabbat, June 20 - Parashat Shelach: Morning service 9:00 a.m.; B’nai
Torah Chavurah for Tweens and Teens 10:15 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00
p.m.; Shabbat ends 10:23 p.m.

Friday, June 26: Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Light Shabbat Candles 9:23 p.m.

Shabbat, June 27 - Parashat Korach: Morning service 9:00 a.m.; B’nai Torah
Chavurah for Tweens and Teens 10:15 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;
Shabbat ends 10:23 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday-Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday & Holidays
9:00 a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday-Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m. 

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
Located at 620 Brock Street 
www.herzlia.org
“Your home for exploring and experiencing meaningful Jewish living” 
For the week of June 19-July 2 -  Sivan 27-Tammuz 10
Parshat Shlach Lecha. Shabbat - June 19 - 20. Earliest Candle Lighting

7:59 p.m. Latest Candle Lighting 9:22 p.m. Minchah and Kabbalat Shabbat
7:30 p.m. Shacharit 9:30 a.m. Minchah 9:15 p.m. Maariv and Havdalah
10:36 p.m. 

Sunday: Shacharit 9:00 a.m. Minchah and Maariv 7:40 p.m. 
Weekdays: Shacharit 7:00 a.m. Minchah and Maariv 7:40 p.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Shacharit 6:45 a.m. 
Parshat Korach. Shabbat - June 26 -27. Earliest Candle Lighting 8:00 p.m.

Latest Candle Lighting 9:23 p.m. Minchah and Kabbalat Shabbat 7:30 p.m.
Shacharit 9:30 a.m. Minchah 9:15 p.m. Maariv and Havdalah 10:36 p.m. 

Sunday: Shacharit 9:00 a.m. Minchah and Maariv 7:40 p.m. 
Weekdays: Shacharit 7:00 a.m. Minchah and Maariv 7:40 p.m.     

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same loca-

tion at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m.,

Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 19 at 9:23 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at 8:00 p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the
Week - Shlach. Shabbat Mevarchim. Mincha Service at 9:25 p.m. Shabbat
ends at 10:34 p.m. Monday, June 22/Tuesday, June 23 - Rosh Chodesh
Tammuz. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:25 p.m.

Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 26 at 9:23 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat
Shabbat at 8:00 p.m. Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the
Week - Korach. Mincha Service at 9:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:34 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:20 p.m.

Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to
attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant

Avenue, will be holding: on Friday, June 19, 8:00 p.m. Shabbat service led
by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow. Saturday, June 20 10:00 a.m
Torah study - led by Rabbi Karen Soria.

Friday, June 26, 8:00 p.m. Shabbat service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with
Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live Band: Len Udow: guitar/vocals;
Janet Pelletier-Goetze: keyboard/vocals; David Pelletier: drums; John
Gosselin: bass.



The question
reminds me of an
old joke about a
vampire about to
bite the neck of its
victim. Suddenly, the

would-be victim whips out a crucifix. But instead of recoiling in hor-
ror, the vampire says, “S’vet Dir Gornisht Helfen” - “It’s not going to
help you.” 

To the best of my knowledge, there are no Jewish vampires.
However, angels and demons make frequent appearances throughout
the Bible, the prayer book, and the whole of rabbinic literature. To cite
some prominent Biblical examples: three angels appear to Abraham -
one to announce the imminent birth of Isaac, one to destroy the city
of Sodom, and one to rescue Lot; an angel reveals a spring in the
desert to Hagar, after she is banished from the house of Abraham; an
angel stays Abraham’s knife, as he is about to sacrifice Isaac; and
Jacob wrestles with an angel who wounds him, and gives him the
name, Israel. 

Angels also figure prominently in the prayer book. Every morning of
the year, we praise God as “the Creator of ministering angels, who
stand at the summit of the universe, and proclaim - with awe, harmo-
ny, and volume - the words of the living God, the King of Creation.”
Also, there is a beautiful bedtime ritual found in traditional prayer
books, which invokes the four archangels: “May Michael be on my
right, and on my left, Gabriel. May Uriel be before me, and behind
me, Raphael.” We practice this ritual regularly in my Thursday night
Path of Blessing class. 

Satan - “the adversary” - famously appears at the beginning of the
book of Job, and strikes a bargain with God to put Job to the ultimate

test. Will Job retain his faith in God, once he has lost his health,
wealth, and family? If you’ve never read the book of Job, I highly rec-
ommend this great classic of world literature, and its answer to the
question of why bad things happen to good people. The name Satan
also appears in every evening service of the year, in the Hashkiveinu
prayer: “Remove Satan from before us, and from behind us.” 

However, the most powerful and practical of all teachings on angels
and demons appears in Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz’s short Kabbalistic work,
The Thirteen Petalled Rose. And this is what he says: “Just as it is true
for the higher worlds, that it is man, and only man who is able to
choose and perform good, so it is only man who can do evil.
Whatever man does, in turn creates and gives forth an abundance of
life. His whole spiritual being is involved in each act. And the angel
(or demon) formed thereby, accompanies him as his handiwork, as a
part of the existence that encircles him.” 

In other words, with every thought, word, and deed, we leave angels
and demons in our wake. Therefore, let us
resolve to be truly conscious of the profound
effect-for good, or for bad-that we constantly
exert upon ourselves, and upon our world. 

Do you have a question you would like
answered in this column? Send it to informa-
tion@shaareyzedek.mb.ca. 
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ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

We provide elderly care,
childcare, homecare,

housecleaning & laundry
Call 586-9337

SENIORS HOME CARE

For Winnipeg Beach and
Gimli residents
July and August

28 years of practice
in Toronto

For appointment call:
Miriam Jacobson RN, RMT

at (204) 389-2662

MASSAGE THERAPY

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.
952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

SENIORS  HOMES
Apts for rent All utilities inc.

with rent, elevtor etc.
Beit-Am

765 Aikens
3 rm (1 bed) 593.00

HSB Senior
1001 Sinclair
Bach 347.00

Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson

3 rm (1 bed) 609.00
For information phone

Barb 338-4671
Ext. 2227

Astroid Management

FOR RENT

Cottage for rent in
Loni Beach, Manitoba
July 27th-August 9th
(including Icelandic

weekend)
3 Bedrooms

Call 489-8146

COTTAGE FOR RENT

Advertise  in The Jewish
Post & News

Call 694-3332  for
information.
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Are there angels and demons in Judaism?
Ask the Clergy

By 
Rabbi Alan Green

Kosher’ search engine is launched
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A new “kosher” Internet search engine omits

material not acceptable to rigorously Orthodox Jews.
Koogle, a play on a traditional Jewish good and the major search

engine Google, was launched recently, Reuters reported.
The site, in Hebrew with an English mirror site, also links to news

and shopping sites that filter out items prohibited by rigorously
Orthodox rabbis, including television sets.

Koogle does not operate on Shabbat.

Al-Qaida member’s video notes Jewish ancestry
JERUSALEM (JTA) – An American al-Qaida member has released a

new anti-Israel, anti-American video in which he admits to Jewish
ancestry.

Adam Yahive Gadahn, also known as Azzam the American, released
the video Saturday. Gadahn, 31, who grew up in California and
moved to Pakistan after embracing Islam in the mid-1990s, appears on
the FBI’s Most Wanted list.

“Your speaker has Jews in his ancestry, the last of whom was his
grandfather,” Gadahn says in the video, in which he criticizes the
United States and its policies, and condemns Israel’s military incur-
sion into Gaza.

Speaking in Arabic with English subtitles, Gadhan called his grand-
father a “Zionist” and “a zealous supporter of the usurper entity, and
a prominent member of a number of Zionist hate organizations.”

He said his grandfather had encouraged him to visit relatives in
Israel.

Carter: Israel will keep Etzion bloc settlements
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel will not have to withdraw from the Gush

Etzion bloc of settlements, Jimmy Carter said.
“This particular settlement is not one that I envision ever being

abandoned or changed over into a Palestinian territory,” the former
U.S. president said Sunday after meeting with settler leader Shaul
Goldstein, head of the Gush Etzion Regional Council in the West
Bank settlement of Neve Daniel. “This is part of the close settlements
to the 1967 line that I think will be here forever.”

Carter said he was there to “listen to the settlers,” and that he “hoped
to make sure they understand my own attitude toward Israel and the
Jewish population in the world and toward the Jewish settlers.” 

ISRAELI NEWS BRIEFS
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