
By BERNIE BELLAN
There has been a rash of stories

of late exposing one of the biggest
scams operating anywhere in the
world:  the selling of binary
options.

What are binary options? Here is
a definition from Wikipedia: “A
binary option is a financial option
in which the payoff is either some
fixed monetary amount or nothing
at all. While binary options theoret-
ically play a role in asset pricing,
they are prone to fraud and banned
by regulators in many jurisdictions
as a form of gambling. Many binary option outlets have been exposed as
scams.”

Israeli journalist blows the lid off the binary options con
The extent to which the binary option industry has a huge base in Israel

was first exposed by a Times of Israel journalist by the name  of Simona
Weinglass. Weinglass was born in Romania and moved to the U.S. with her
parents, both of whom are electrical engineers, when she was one year old.
She grew up in Philadelphia and attended Swarthmore College, she says,
before moving to Israel.

In March 2016 Weinglass blew the lid off the Israeli binary options indus-
try, which seems to have started sometime around 2008, Weinglass wrote
in an email.

In an explosive – and courageous piece published on the Times of Israel
website last March, titled  “The Wolves of Tel Aviv”, Weinglass explained
in detail how Israeli call centres find innocent victims around the world. In
another more recently published article on the TOI website, Weinglass
noted that “The industry here numbers over 100 companies, most of which
are fraudulent and employ a variety of ruses to steal their clients’ money.
These firms lure their victims into making what they are duped into believ-
ing will be profitable short-term investments, but in the overwhelming
majority of cases the clients wind up losing all or almost all of their money.
Thousands of Israelis work in the field, which is estimated to have fleeced
tens of billions of dollars from victims all over the world in the past
decade.” 

So, how do the salespeople for the companies promoting binary options
work? In her “Wolves of Tel Aviv” piece Weinglass explained it thusly:
“Having transferred their first financial deposit to the company, cus‐
tomers log in to an online trading platform, as directed by the compa‐
ny’s salespeople, and place money on a prediction that the price of a
currency or commodity will go up or down on international markets
in, say, the next five minutes. If the customer predicts correctly, he
makes a profit of a certain percentage and the company loses money.

If the customer is
wrong, he loses all
the money he
placed on the
trade, and the
company keeps it.
P r o f e s s i o n ‐ a l
options traders
consulted by The
Times of Israel
said that even a
financial genius
cannot predict
with any confi‐
dence what, say,
the price of gold
will do in the next five minutes; rather than an investment, the trans‐
action is really nothing more than a gamble.”

In that same piece Weinglass noted that employees working for Israeli
binary options firms are trained how to hide where they are calling from by
using VOIP (Voice over Internet Protocol), which can disguise the origin of
a phone call. Thus, someone in Manitoba might get a call that would show
an Ontario area code, for instance, thus giving call recipients the impres-
sion that they were speaking to someone in Canada.

Technique used by binary options salespeople in Israel
Weinglass described the sales technique used by one salesperson for one

of the Israeli companies selling binary options. That person would be sit-
ting in a room somewhere in a Tel Aviv office building in what could be
described as a “boiler room” (a phrase used to describe any operation that
uses extremely hard sell techniques in an attempt to wear down unsuspect-
ing victims over the phone). Here is Weinglass’s vivid description of the
con used by that salesperson: “Guralnek sat
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in a call center with
about 50 other

employees, many of whom were new immigrants fluent in a
variety of languages. His job was to call people around the
world and persuade them to ‘invest’ in an ostensible financial
product called ‘binary options.’ The clients would be encour-
aged to make a ‘deposit’ — to send money to his firm — and
then use that money to make ‘trades’. The clients would try to
assess whether a currency or commodity would go up or
down on international markets within a certain, short period
of time. If they predicted correctly, they won money, between
30 and 80 percent of the sum they had put down. If they were
wrong, they forfeited all the money they put on that trade.
Guralnek soon saw that the more trades a client made, the
closer they came to losing the entirety of their initial deposit.

“He had been instructed to present the binary option as an
‘investment’ and himself as a ‘broker,’ even though he knew
they would most likely lose all their money. ‘The client isn’t
actually buying anything. What he’s buying is a promise from
our company that we will pay him. It’s gambling and we’re a
bookie,’ he says now.”

As well, employees are trained in a variety of deceptive techniques,
promising investors that they can get their money back when, in fact, the
firms dealing in binary options hardly ever return anyone’s money. Further,
employees are not even aware who owns the companies for which they are
working, Weinglass wrote.

Ironically, it is illegal for anyone in Israel to sell binary options to Israelis
themselves. But these unscrupulous fraudsters have found unsuspecting
victims around the globe, including at least 800 in Canada who have report-
ed being duped to various provincial securities commissions. It was the sui-

cide last year of an Edmonton man who had lost over $330,000 as a result
of falling victim to one of these binary option fraudsters that really brought
Canadians’ attention to the insidious manner in which telephone solicitors
lure naïve investors into their schemes.

Manitoba Securities Commission investigator 
takes lead role in trying to close down Israeli companies 

One individual who played a major part in attempting to have Israeli
authorities ban all companies trading in binary options has been Jason Roy,
who is the lead investigator for the Manitoba Securities Commission. Roy

is the chair of the
Canadian Securities
Administrators’ bina-
ry options task force.

When I spoke with
Jason Roy recently I
suggested to him that
the Israeli government
had been “taking a
stand-offish position
with respect to the
selling of binary
options” – which had
allowed the compa-
nies engaged in their
selling to flourish.

“That has been the
position (of the Israeli
government) for some
time, “ Roy agreed,
“but there has been
some pressure from
North American regu-
lators, European regu-
lators, law enforce-
ment, victims, as well
as concerned citizens
inside Israel about
what’s happening
there, along with the
articles in the Times of
Israel” to ban the
companies engaged in
the selling of binary
options in Israel.

In Weinglass’s
“Wolves of Tel Aviv”
article, however, she
noted that binary
options salespeople
are specifically told
not to sell to anyone
living in the U.S. I
asked Roy why he
thought that was?

He answered that he
wasn’t sure of the rea-
son and, notwith-
standing the instruc-
tions not to sell to
Americans, some
salespeople have been
contacting U.S. resi-
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By BERNIE BELLAN
After a five-year tenure as Dean of the Asper

School of Business at the University of
Manitoba, Dr. Michael Benarroch will be leav-
ing Winnipeg to take up a new position at
Ryerson University as Provost and Vice-
President Winnipeg.

Prior to becoming Dean of the Asper School
of Business, Michael had been the founding
Dean of the Faculty of Business and Economics
at the University of Winnipeg. In information
available on the University of Manitoba web-
site, it was noted that Michael Benarroch is a
“graduate of the University of Winnipeg with a
BA(Hons) in Economics, he received his PhD
in Economics from Carleton University in 1992
and a Masters from the University of Western
Ontario in 1984. His research has focused on
international trade, economic development,
environmental economics and government pol-
icy and he has written widely on these subjects.
Dean Benarroch served as an Associate Editor
for The Encyclopaedia of Manitoba published
by Great Plains Publications.”

We spoke with Michael Benarroch about the
circumstances that led to his deciding to take on
a new position relatively late in life. (He’s 57.)

Michael explained that he was first
approached to take on the new job toward the
end of 2016. “I wouldn’t say I was ever plan-
ning to move,” he noted. “I’ve been extremely
happy in my position. It’s been incredibly
rewarding to be at the Asper School and before
that at the University of Winnipeg. But they
asked me to put my name in, which I did, and I went for an interview and
there was a really, really nice connection between the people at Ryerson
and myself…It was just too good an opportuni-
ty to pass up.

“In addition one of the issues for me and my
family was that my wife had a really good job in
Winnipeg. (Michael’s wife, Kim Bailey, is the
Director of Healthy Sexuality and Harm
Reduction at the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority.)

“They said ‘We can connect your wife to peo-
ple in Toronto. Can you send us her resumé?’
When we sent Kim’s resumé they realized that
they were developing a position at Ryerson that
would be perfect for Kim. They interviewed
Kim and offered Kim the job also.”

I suggested to Michael that this “was a late
move in his career”. 

He agreed, saying that it was “a late move and
the reason for that is that I’ve had a number of
other opportunities but we didn’t want to leave
Winnipeg. I always thought that the opportuni-
ties that were being offered to me were not nec-
essarily better than the opportunities I was
receiving in Winnipeg…We’ve been very happy
in Winnipeg so, in many ways, this upsets a very
comfortable lifestyle that we have here.”

“This is really a very special opportunity
though,” he adds. “Ryerson has really grown in
the past few years. It’s known as the ‘innovation
university’ in Canada. It has two central features
in its mandate. One is to be extremely innovative
in its programming. Number two is to be a city
builder around innovation and entrepreneurship.
That’s something we’ve really worked at at the

Asper School – first with a gift from Izzy Asper
and his family, then from Stu Clark for our entre-
preneurship centre. We’ve really nurtured that
and grown that over the last five years.

“The idea of city building and connecting with
your inner city and community is also something
that really resonates with the work my wife Kim
has been doing. So, for the two of us, this was
really just a great opportunity and an opportunity
to work with a really great team.”

I said to Michael that I was told that his boss at
Ryerson (whose name is Moahamed Lachemi)
was Algerian. With the Benarrochs having come
from Morocco, I noted that he will have some-
thing in common with his new boss.

“He’s been extremely welcoming towards me,”
Michael noted. “He recruited me very hard –
made it very difficult to say no. I feel very posi-
tively about how the two of us are going to work
together. We think quite similarly about academia
and what Ryerson wants to accomplish.”

Michael and Kim have two sons: Aden and
Keenan. Aden is currently studying law at the
University of Toronto, while Keenan is currently
a student at the University of Manitoba and has
one more term to complete. Michael says that
Kim will stay on in Winnipeg until next January
1. By then Keenan should know what he wants to
do next, Michael noted.

Michael said that he will be leaving for Toronto
July 1. He suggested that if anyone knows of an
affordable place where to live in Toronto, please
let him know. I responded (tongue in cheek) that

it might be more affordable for him to commute between Winnipeg and
Toronto. He said that he’s heard that suggested by more than one person. 

Michael Benarroch leaving Winnipeg to take up new post at Ryerson University
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Some recent news items bring into sharp focus
the increasingly volatile times in which we now
find ourselves. 

There can be no doubt that the election of
Donald Trump has directly led to an increase in
hate crimes, mostly in the U.S., but in Canada as
well.

Muslims have been targeted, Jews have been
targeted. Those are just two groups that have

received the most prominent attention, but other groups have found them-
selves caught up in the torrent of hatred that Trump’s election has appar-
ently unleashed. For instance, two East Indian men were shot in Kansas
after being told to “go back to your country”, while a Sikh man was shot in
Washington state after being told the same thing.

Just this past week the Rady JCC right here in Winnipeg joined the grow-
ing group of JCCs and Jewish day schools across North America that have
found themselves on the receiving end either of phone calls or emails warn-
ing of bombs in their buildings. We ourselves wrestled with the challenge
how to report the incident here when we were first made aware of it
Thursday evening. There is obviously a copycat element to all the threats
that Jewish facilities have been receiving but, without wanting to sound
alarmist, one wonders when someone is going to take the threat beyond the
hoax level to actually committing some sort of horrendous act. (Read more
about this story on page 11.)

Also in the news – but not so much this past couple of weeks, was the pri-
vate member’s motion in the House of Commons to condemn
Islamophobia. Motion 103 or M103 as it is known, said “That, in the opin-
ion of the House, the government should: (a) recognize the need to quell
the increasing public climate of hate and fear; (b) condemn Islamophobia
and all forms of systemic racism…”

That motion led to a heated debate in many quarters. Some critics of the
motion wondered what exactly is the definition of Islamophobia. 

In defense of M103 some defenders of the motion pointed to the House
of Commons having passed a motion condemning anti-Semitism in 2015,
and another motion condemning BDS (Boycott, Divest, Sanctions) in
2016.

For what it’s worth, I find it hypocritical for politicians to pass any
motions singling out certain groups, including Jews, for exactly the reason
that M103 causes many of us concerns. It’s clear that the motivation behind
these motions is largely political and, although mostly symbolic, motions
such as M103 engender division among groups, rather than unity.

Further, while Jews and Muslims might find some common cause in feel-
ing threatened, it is impossible to avoid seeing the contradictions that
sometimes lie beneath the surface of attempts to deal with the hatreds that
are affecting both groups.

That is why, when I was told that one of the organizers of a rally on
March 4 that was held
in front of the Human
Rights Museum -
someone by the name
of Omar Kinnarath, had
himself posted some
very controversial
things on social media,
I took to Facebook and
our website to question
that individual’s own
social media history.
The rally which
Kinnarath organized,
by the way, was a rally
to counter another rally
which had been orga-
nized to protest M103.
Got that? You can be
forgiven for being con-
fused. (Read a com-
plete account of my
story about Kinnarath
and his controversial
history of tweeting and
posting to Instagram on
page 23.)

After I posted my
story though, I did
receive an angry
response from
Kinnarath himself on

our Facebook page, when he claimed that I had defamed him. Others were
also equally angry at what I had written about Kinnarath. Their comments
can also be seen on our Facebook page.

What I’ve written about this fellow though goes to illustrate how much
anyone who makes him or herself into a public figure in this day and age
exposes him or herself to criticism in ways they might never have imagined
– and it’s all to do with social media.

What happens nowadays is that very clever and technically adept indi-
viduals are able to dig up material about other individuals based on their
social media posts. 

Not too long ago, for instance, it was when I reported on Dr. Hussam
Azzam having been fired from St. Boniface Hospital that I was contacted
by one very savvy individual (whose identity I don’t know) who had been
tracking Dr. Azzam’s tweets before Dr. Azzam had removed them from the
Internet. Subsequently I had a brown paper envelope placed in my mailbox
containing screen shots of those tweets. When I posted some of those
screenshots on to our own website they elicited a storm of reaction and my
story about Dr. Azzam eventually received over 6,000 hits – which is a
huge number for our website.

As a result of that story, furthermore, I started to receive other phone calls
– again often from anonymous sources, pointing me to even further infor-
mation about Dr. Azzam’s checkered past. 

One of my principal sources about Dr. Azzam, however, was also a
Muslim, but someone who was incensed at Dr. Azzam’s having posted
some vile anti-Israel tweets. 

When it comes to Muslims denouncing other Muslims though, it’s hard-
ly the same as Jews criticizing other Jews. Let’s be honest about this: As
Jews, we often engage in heated and vicious debate one with another, but
it hardly ever descends to the level of someone threatening to kill someone
else.

All too often unfortunately, that is the case when a Muslim dares to speak
candidly about his or her fellow Muslims. We have had several instances
of brave Muslim journalists right here in Canada whose lives are in con-
stant danger for having had the temerity to criticize other Muslims. Sun
columnist Tarek Fatah, for instance, has received many death threats over
the years, the most recent of which occurred on nationwide Indian TV
when a Muslim cleric warned Fatah that his “throat would be slit”.

Fatah has also denounced M103, suggesting that well-meaning non-
Muslim liberals who support that motion are naïve and are akin to Lenin’s
“useful idiots” – liberals who lent support to the Russian revolution while
turning a blind eye to the implications of that support.

So, when I received a call from one of the sources who had given me
information about Dr. Azzam, suggesting that I take a look at Omar
Kinnarath’s Instagram account, I did exactly that. While I had to look hard
to find any instance of anything that might be considered anti-Israel, I final-
ly did find what that caller was talking about. (You can see a picture of that
Instagram post on page 23.)

Still, that was just one picture – and, while it was vulgar and certainly
offensive to anyone who would be partial to Israel, in itself I don’t think it
would have been sufficient to label Kinnarath wildly anti-Israel. (I also
agree with those who would say that being anti-Israel is not necessarily
anti-Semitic, although the distinction is often a facile one.)

In Kinnarath’s case though, it was when I was emailed copies of some of
his tweets that the case for criticizing him for being a hypocrite became
much more solid. Again – just as it was with Dr. Azzam, it was vile tweet-
ing that gave a much clearer impression of Kinnarath’s mindset. As I noted
on our website, those tweets were not only virulently anti-Israel, they were
homophobic and misogynistic. 

When I read Kinnarath’s defense of those tweets – and I’ve also printed
his defense on page 23, I was not dissuaded that those tweets were repre-
hensible. What I did acknowledge, however, is that Kinnarath is likely a
decent chap in most respects; also, like many other young people these
days, he has been prone to making stupid remarks on Twitter that never in
his wildest dreams would he think would come back to haunt him. (Just ask
Wab Kinew about immature tweets posted years ago that he would come to
regret years later.)

But, as much as I might be willing to give Omar Kinnarath a pass, I just
can’t get it out of my head that so many Muslims, including many who now
live in Canada, harbour a deep antagonism toward Israel that is, in fact,
hatred. Jews and Muslims may have some things in common, but when
push comes to shove, the fact that we both belong to groups that are now
subject to newly emerged dangers that seem to have sprung to the surface
as a result of Trump’s victory does not give us outright common cause one
with the other. And, we shouldn’t be afraid to denounce Muslim hypocrisy
for criticizing hate toward Muslims while themselves demonstrating hate
toward Israel. No matter how well intentioned Muslims such as Omar
Kinnarath might think they are, to quote a figure from yet another religion:
“Let he who is without sin cast the first stone.”
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dents. “The FBI,” Roy noted though,
“has recently come out and said it’s a
$10 billion a year fraud and they’ve
asked for investors (who have been
contacted by binary options sales-
people) to contact them.”

“The problem with this,” Roy con-
tinued, “is that there are literally
thousands of websites” selling binary
options. “New ones are created every
day. They also list on their websites
that their corporate registries are in
Cyprus, or the Seychelles, or Belize
or Panama or Gibraltar or the
Marshall Islands – places that have
secretive banking and easy corporate
registration.”

“It’s also well known that the bulk
of the boiler rooms – the places that
are making the calls, are happening
in Israel, “ Roy added.

Watch out for Internet ads 
promoting binary options

How do people end up being con-
tacted by binary options salespeople?
I asked Roy.

“There’s a ton of Facebook ads, a
ton of Google adword ads,” he
explained. As well, there are robo-
calls. “I personally received a robo-
call,” Roy says, during which he
himself was pitched on getting into
binary options.

I asked Roy to describe what went
on during that call. He says that the
call began with his being asked, “Do you want to get rich? - press one, so I pressed one. I
ended up speaking with a binary option trader for over an hour, but I used an alias that I’ve
got for work purposes. So I was able to have this discussion. I actually opened up an account.
They gave me free money - $100 to execute a couple of trades, then they walked me through
some trades and they claimed to be in Toronto.

“The main pitch was they wanted my credit card. One of the things they offered was a
bonus so that if you put in, say, $1,000, they put in $1,000. There’s lots of that – that’s what
they’ll say. You actually never get that money and you can never take it out. That’s how
they’ll entice you.

“They’ll actually lure you in with small requests. They’ll talk you into it saying, ‘it’s only
250 bucks – you can get your money back whenever you want. We’re going to give you this
bonus. It’s a no-lose, no-risk proposition.’ That’s how they get people in the beginning. They
say, ‘hey, we don’t want five grand, we only want $250. We want to prove ourselves to you.’ 

“You fund your account through your credit card,” Roy went on. “That ‘s how people find
themselves victimized. When people have huge balances on their credit card they have to
take from their line of credit or pull money from their RRSPs. We’ve got victims in Manitoba
who have lost as much as $400,000.”

50 reports of binary option fraud reported to 
Manitoba Securities Commission in 2016 alone

“In 2016 we’ve had more than 50 matters involving binary option fraud in the province,”
Roy noted, in response to a question how many Manitobans whom he knows of have been
victimized.

Roy cautioned that “only a very small percentage of fraud is reported – and across the coun-
try the number is more than 800 reports of binary option fraud.”

I said to Roy though that “frustratingly, even if Israeli authorities knew the names of the
people behind the binary option fraud schemes, they wouldn’t be able to do anything – cor-
rect?”

Roy agreed, saying that because of that particular problem (a lack of Israeli legislation to
clamp down on binary option sellers), “we created a national task force in the summer, of
which I’m the chairman. We created a bunch of initiatives,” including creating a website
(binaryoptionfraud.ca) and issuing a press release – “to get the word out to Canadians” about
binary option fraud.

“We’re looking to shut off the advertising that we talked about,” Roy added, because no
binary option firms are licensed to operate in Canada, he explained, so there “should be no
advertising.”

As well, “there are more than 500 apps for binary options where you can actually trade off
your phone, but because there are no licensed firms here, our position is those apps should
not be available in Canada,” Roy said.

I asked Roy whether he had any suspicions that the Russian Mafia is behind these binary
option schemes. “They play for keeps,” I suggested. Roy didn’t offer an opinion, although in
my correspondence with Simona Weinglass, she asked me whether I had any idea if there has
been any criminal affiliation among the massive Russian-Israeli immigration to Winnipeg in
recent years that I told her about. I  did say to  her that I had once met someone who was
Jewish (and who had come from Russia, not Israel) and who claimed to be part of the Russian
Mafia, but that was the extent of my familiarity with the subject.
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NFL players refuse 
to visit Israel

The JTA story in the February 15th edition, regard-
ing the NFL players visiting Israel was a little prema-
ture. 

It turns out that 6 of the 11 players invited refused
to go following the lead of Seattle Seahawks defen-
sive end Michael Bennett. 

Bennett refused to go when he found out that the
players’ itinerary was being set up by the Israeli gov-
ernment for the purposes of making the players, in
the words of a government official, ‘influencer and
opinion-former’ who would then be ’ambassador of
goodwill’ for Israel. 

Bennett said he did not want to be used by the
Israeli government as an ambassador of goodwill. “I
will not be used in such a manner. When I do go to
Israel – and I do plan to go – it will be to see not only
Israel but also the West Bank and Gaza so I can see
how the Palestinians, who have called this land home
for thousands of years, live their lives. I want to be a
voice for the voiceless, and I cannot do that by going
on this kind of trip to Israel.”

When word of Bennett’s cancellation came to light,
a letter urging others to cancel was sent that carried
signatories like Civil Rights icons Angela Davis and
Alice Walker; performance stars Harry Belafonte,
Danny Glover, and Boots Riley; famed athletes John
Carlos and Craig Hodges; Black Lives Matter co-
founder Alicia Garza; and Michelle Alexander,
author of The New Jim Crow; among others. 

Like these signatories, many athletes who skipped
the trip are outspoken social justice activists now
making the connections between Black and
Palestinian liberation.
Harold Shuster

CIJA responds to criticism that
Winnipeg was left out 

of consultation process
Hi Bernie,
At sessions across the country we followed a very

specific process designed to elicit policy priorities
which allowed us to aggregate and compare results,
but in Winnipeg, probably because of the small group
size, they had a freer flowing conversation which
focused less on policy priorities and more on general
feedback about CIJA’s approach. Even though the
feedback we received in Winnipeg was not posted on
the website, it is still very valuable and is being
reviewed with all the other input we received. We
value the opinions of all constituents. We learned a
significant amount from these sessions which we will
incorporate next time we run grassroots consultation.

We want to hear from more people, so please feel
free to share this link. We will keep the survey up as
we are still getting a steady flow of responses from
the community. http://www.cija.ca/grassroots/

I would like to address one element in Mr.
Shuster’s letter. In it, he says we “claim to be the
voice of Jewish Canada”. This is not true. No one can
claim to be the sole voice of Jewish Canada. We are
the advocacy agent of the Jewish Federations. We
acknowledge that we don’t speak for all Jews in
Canada, and Mr. Shuster is a prime example. His
allegiance is to Independent Jewish voices. They
speak for him; we do not.

Regards,
Martin Sampson

Looking for long-lost relatives
Ed. note: Last fall we printed a fascinating letter

from Wayne Hoffman in which he explained how he
was attempting to find clues to the murder of his
great-grandmother in Winnipeg over 100 years ago.
Here is a follow-up from Wayne to that earlier letter:

I don’t know if I have distant relatives still living in
Winnipeg – I think I probably do, even though most
of the more immediate family moved away in the
1950s. 

But there may still be people connected to the fam-
ily, and my murdered great-grandmother in particu-
lar, who still live there. 

My great-grandparents David and Sarah
Feinstein/Fainstein lived in Winnipeg’s North End
starting around 1906. Sarah was murdered in 1913;
David’s second wife was named Bella, and they also
lived in the North End until the 1950s. 

Their children were Harry, Ethel (my grandmoth-
er), Anne, Fanny, Frances, Herbie, Bernice, and Rae.
I’ve been in contact with most of these people’s
direct descendants–my cousins. 

But I’d love to find people who are related to Harry
Fainstein, Louis Fainstein, Morris Fainstein, Isadore
Fainstein, Harry Dorfman, Louis Gelmon, or Joe
Gelmon; those were my great-grandfather David
Fainstein’s brothers and brothers-in-law back in the
1910s. 

I can figure out if there’s a connection if someone
isn’t sure. Mostly, I’m hoping to get more informa-
tion about the family – not just the murder of my
great-grandmother, but how the whole family lived
before and after that. 

Any information would be much appreciated (and
might, just might, help solve a hundred year old mur-
der!)
Best,
Wayne Hoffman

LETTERSBinary Options
(Continued from page 2.)



Bikur Cholim – visiting the sick – is a cen-
turies-old Jewish communal obligation.
Traditionally, rabbis leading larger congregations
number visiting ailing members of their congrega-
tions among their normal duties – and larger con-
gregations usually have bikur cholim committees
to supplement rabbinical visits.

The question remains though as to who visits
Jewish members of our community isolated by
age, physical handicap or illness who are not syn-

agogue members? We do have a Jewish chaplain (Rabbi Yitzhak Charytan)
whose duties focus on visiting Jewish patients in hospitals – but as Jewish
Child and Family Service executive director Al Benarroch points out, he is
just one individual. 

Complicating his
mission is that, due to
national privacy legis-
lation, hospitals no
longer will provide
lists of Jewish patients
(or any other category
of patients).

Older readers will
no doubt recall that
for close to 60 years,
our community’s
unofficial one-man
bikur cholim was Sam
Melamed. 

The former grocer
began visiting Jewish
patients in hospitals in
the mid-1930s and
continued to make the
rounds – visiting
every Jewish patient
he could locate at
least once a week -
with his oranges and
other snacks, Jewish
newspapers and
Jewish holiday items.

In 1990, Malmed –
who had passed 90 –
gained the assistance
of several members of
the community who
continued his hospital
visits for several years
after his passing in
1992. 

After a further 10-
15 years, this group of
volunteers – reduced
in number by age and
death – also ceased to
function. (They were
also stymied in their
last couple of years by
the federal privacy
rules.

Last year – funded
by a grant from the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba – the Jewish
Child and Family
Service resurrected the
concept of bikur
cholim – but with a
difference. 

Rather than having
volunteers specifically
visiting a slate of
Jewish patients of hos-
pitals, the new JCFS
bikur cholim attempts
to pair volunteers – in
the form of friendly
visitors - with individ-

ual members of our community in long term care in certain hospitals,
seniors’ homes, or still living in their own residences but unable to partici-
pate in Jewish community activities.

Thus far, the program has been a win-win for all involved, with volun-
teers and clients forming strong bonds of friendship. Volunteer Hillel
Kravetsky, for example, was matched up with a 92-year-old lady who, he
found out, knew all of his grandparents.

“I have learned things from her about my family that I didn’t know
before,” says the long time (and past president of) the Chesed Shel Emes.
“We have developed a really rewarding relationship.”

Elliott and Elaine Saunders are no strangers to friendly visiting. They
have been visiting ailing members of their congregation (Temple Shalom)
for years, as well as delivering kosher meals-on-wheels during which they
may also linger for a few minutes visiting. 

Elliott is also a long time volunteer for JCFS and is a former treasurer of
the organization.

The Saunders were assigned to visit a Jewish patient/resident at the Deer
Lodge Centre.

“We are seeing two Jewish patients now – as we meet in the cafeteria
downstairs – and others have also joined us,” Elliott says. “We provide a
Jewish connection for people who may not be religious but want to main-
tain some connection with Judaism. One of the people we see at Deer
Lodge (the individual is wheelchair bound) now calls us several times a
week.”

The other bikur cholim volunteers include: friends Judi Shuster and
Sindee Wilhelmer, who together visit a Jewish resident of the Concordia
Place Personal Care Home and take her on weekly outings; Skye Kneller
(the youngest of the volunteers), who also visits an older Jewish client in
her home; and Juan Schwersensky, who has seen many clients and is will-
ing to go wherever he is needed.

“Juan is a really dedicated volunteer,” notes Einat Paz-Keynan, the JCFS
Manager of Volunteer and Integration Services, who matches the volun-
teers and clients.

She points out that potential volunteers are interviewed by JCFS staff
before being accepted for the program. They also have to undergo two
three-hour training sessions.

“We talk to our social workers about the clients’ needs and interests,”
Paz-Keynan says.

“Einat has a knack for matching our volunteers with our clients,” says
Cheryl Hirsch Katz, who is responsible for the JCFS’s senior adult services
program. “Einat gets a feel for what our volunteers are comfortable with.”

Along with the regular visits, the volunteers bring with them holiday-
related items such as shelach manot and hamantashen for Purim, matzah
for Pesach, and sufganiyot for Chanukah.

Paz-Keynan reports that JCFS is now looking for more volunteers for the
next bikur cholim training session, which is scheduled for early May.
Readers who may be interested in participating can contact Paz-Keynan at
204 477-7430 or ekeynan@jcfswinnipeg.org.

New Jewish Child and Family service Bikur Cholim program
building friendships between Jewish shut-ins, volunteer visitors
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

From left: Elliott Saunders, Elaine Saunders, Einat Paz-Keynan
(JCFS Manager of Volunteer Services), Judi Shuster, Sindee
Wilhelmer, Hillel Kravetsky, Cheryl Hirsh Katz (JCFS Manager Adult
Services) and Juan Schwersensky. (Missing from photo: Skye Kneller)

Ellyn Shulman from Bonaventure Travel 
and Avalon Waterways

present
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7 pm, Tuesday April 4,   
at McNally Robinson Classroom

RSVP to ellyn@bonaventuretravel.ca 
or call 204-488-6653 ext 30

Space is limited

The Blue Danube Discovery and
Jewish Heritage Cruise

13 day tour, Pre nights Budapest, 7 night
cruise, Post nights Prague Budapest, Vienna,
Durnstein-Melk, Passau, Regensburg, Roth-
Nuremburg, Nuremburg-Prague

An expert will come on board to provide
insight into the time of the Holocaust and vis-
its will be included to a number of important
sites. In Budapest visit the world’s second-
largest synagogue. Visit the Stadttempel in
Vienna. Explore the Document Neupfarrplatz
museum in Regensburg. In Prague, see the
city’s Jewish Museum and cemetery. Travel to
Terezin, one of Czechoslovakia’s largest con-
centration camps.



The Torah por-
tion for March
18th, 2017, this
Saturday, is “Ki
Tisa”, Exodus
30:11-34:35. It has
lots in it, including
things I have
already written

about in the past. (For more about Bezalel,
check out my new book!) However, one
thing popped up when I read it this time. The
word “stiff-necked” is in this portion several
times. What does it mean?

Rashi says that stiff-necked people “turn
their stiffened necks towards those who
reprove them (i.e., they turn their back upon
them) and refuse to listen.” In other words,
they are “haughty or stubborn,” according to
the Merriam-Webster dictionary. Other syn-
onyms might be “uppity” or “pretentious”. In
the Southern vernacular I was raised with,
they are “highfalutin” – and think too much
of themselves.

When I was a kid, my family had a com-
pletely silent joke about this phrase. The
word ‘stiff-necked’ often appears in the High
Holiday liturgy. While we stood during ser-
vices, one of us would tilt a neck, looking
like we couldn’t straighten up. Another of us
would start rubbing at her neck. A third
would look reprovingly at the rest of us. It
was nearly impossible to hold back the gig-
gles. “Oh, my sore neck!” We’d laugh later
at each other…and yes, holding your nose in
the air and your neck up, all high and mighty,
does result in feeling sore sometimes. 

Why does this matter? (Aside from your
neck hurting sometimes from doing some-
thing wrong?!)

Recently, I exchanged emails with an edi-
tor. I was afraid I’d offended her, and
checked in. “Oh no!” she said, she works
with some mighty crusty people in the news-
room. We admitted to each other that we
worry about offending people sometimes, or
of not treading carefully enough. I hate to
think I’ve embarrassed someone or upset
them by mistake; it’s not a Jewish thing to
do.

We all have to figure out how to swallow
our pride more often, and step in to help
rather than offend. Judaism teaches us that
we shouldn’t be stiff-necked or holier than
thou. We should try to relate to people where
they are. This is a balancing act…sometimes
a very educated, wise person abases himself
too much. Then, others are disrespectful and
forget the person’s unique skills. It’s more
about treating everyone fairly and equally
than in demeaning ourselves. 

After all, even the most important people
must deal with everyday life. Very few of us
can skip cleaning up after ourselves, or
expect someone else keeping track of our
clothes and car maintenance, for instance. 

How do we stop being stiff-necked?
Here’s a made-up story. It’s a composite of

several people. A man I know is a great cook.
He’s also bright and educated. He might
work in business or be a medical profession-
al. In his free time, he volunteers to cook for
others – at home, at his congregation, wher-
ever. Usually the meal is free or cheap. The
spread of food is luscious. I arrive just a few

minutes before things begin. I dump my
belongings and rush into the kitchen and
wash my hands.

I ask him, “How can I help?” He smiles in
surprise and hands me platters to deliver. I
cut up a cake or set up the coffee service. I do
something small and last minute. I provide
an extra set of hands until things begin.

Sitting in the dining room, people chat and
visit. There are also those not engaged in
conversation. They stare at me. It feels as
though they are wondering why I am not
wearing a catering uniform. No one recog-
nizes me or what I’m doing, even if it’s my
friend’s house or my congregation.

What’s the second definition of ‘stiff-
necked’ in Merriam-Webster? 

“Formal”, “stilted”.
I didn’t mind helping out. I thought I

should lend a hand…but when people looked
down on me for doing so? That’s being stiff-
necked. The same people looked down on
this educated professional, this man who vol-
unteered his limited free time for others.

What if I were a caterer, working alone?
People should still check to see if someone
needed help…they weren’t paying for some-
one to serve a fancy multi-course meal.

The expectations were all wrong. Instead
of a “give what you can, take what you need”
kibbutznik mentality where we all chipped
in, it felt like “I wait for you to serve me.” It
went from feeling that ‘we are all equals
here’ to a strange upper and lower caste
servitude.

The dictionary mentions antonyms for
‘stiff-necked’– humble or modest. A modest
person doesn’t toot her own horn, which is
what I did in this story. Just mentioning that
I helped seemed unnecessary to me.
However, when I bumped into this friend, he
told me he was taking a break from those
meals. He said that despite feeding hundreds
of people meals he had prepared this way.
Only two people ever asked if they could
help. So, I thought I should tell the story to
you, too…we should help.

In this part of Exodus, G-d is angry and
will not go into the people’s midst, because
they’re stiff-necked. In Hasidic tradition, we
all contain a ‘divine spark,’ a part of the holy.
If we want to engage with the holy, we need
a “readjustment and realignment” of our
necks. If our necks are flexible, if we bend to
help, cooperate, and meet others’ needs, we
may in the end, allow the divine to live
among us. 

There’s no finger pointing here. It’s clear
that all of us are the stiff-necked ones. If WE
Jews want to see change for the better, it’s
got to be a group effort. We’ve all got to go
to that metaphorical kitchen together, cook,
serve, and clean up, if we want the amazing
reward.

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s old
columns? 

Joanne Seiff is the author of a new book–
From the Inside Out: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. This column collection is now
available for digital download, or as a
paperback from Amazon. See more about her
on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com. 

What does it mean to be ‘stiff-necked?’ 
Are we?
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Joanne Seiff

By

JOANNE SEIFF



What do the Tennenhouses, Litmans, Goorevitches, and Plantzes have in
common?  They, and numerous other well-known Winnipeg families trace
their Manitoba origins to Camper Manitoba, a small Interlake town that
once housed a sizable Jewish farm colony.  

Like other Jewish farm families and small town Jews in general, the
Camperites moved to Winnipeg to enjoy a more extensive Jewish environ-
ment and provide more opportunities for their children so that today only
one Jewish resident remains. 

The synagogue is long gone and the school is tumbling into ruins, even
though it is a Provincial Historical Site.

In the Jewish Heritage Centre’s March 23rd program, John Plantz, who
grew up in Camper and whose father still lives there, will provide a histo-
ry of this Jewish settlement, sharing his extensive research.  He will discuss
its origins in New Hirsch, the farm families and their life on the land, and
its Jewish institutions.

The name, New Hirsch, came from the German-Jewish Baron von
Hirsch, who spent millions on setting up farm colonies in Canada.
Palestine, Argentina, and the United States. 

The Saskatchewan colonies at Edenbridge and Lipton, among others, are
better known than Manitoba’s. John will illustrate his talk with pho-
tographs and artifacts from New Hirsch.  Other Camperite families and
people from other Jewish farm colonies in Manitoba and Saskatchewan are
cordially invited to share their insights.

John Plantz will be joined by Professor John Lehr, recently retired from
the Geography Department of the University of Winnipeg, who will pro-
vide an historical overview of Jewish farm colonies based on several
decades of research on the settlement of Eastern Europeans on the land in
Western Canada in the late 19th and early 20th century.  

Prof. Lehr is the author of several published articles on Jewish settlement
patterns, some together with Prof. Yossi Katz of Bar-Ilan University. His
current research project is the Jewish farmers of the Birds Hill area. 
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Jewish Heritage Centre news

Are you a happy “Camper”?

Children climbing on roof of teacher’s house, Bender Hamlet,
Manitoba, no date, JM 192

Musical band, Levitt homestead, Camper, Manitoba, 1915 JM 588

Jewish settlers, Pine Ridge, Manitoba, c. 1912, JM 190
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Community news

The Rady JCC presents “In The Know”

Lecture Arts and Discussion Series
Stephen Borys

Director & CEO of the Winnipeg Art Gallery 
Monday, March 20, 12:00 noon

Join us for the next edition of “In The Know” at the Rady
JCC on Monday, March 20, at noon, featuring Stephen
Borys, the Director and CEO of the Winnipeg Art Gallery.
Under his watch, the WAG has exhibited major collections
from around the world, increased it attendance and outreach
and has spearheaded, the establishment of the Inuit Art
Centre, the first of its kind in the world.

On March 27, the Rady is please d to have Alexander
Mickelthwaite, the Music Director of the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra.  The maestro will share his passion of
music through words and performance.

“In The Know” includes a delicious lunch and is held in the
Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street.

To register, call (204) 477-7510
or go to www.radyjcc.com 

Transportation assistance is available upon request.  

Almost all businesses are 
burning up their hard-earned 

money by overpaying for 
telecom and merchant services!
We fix that – with no cost!

ARE YOU  
BURNING 
MONEY?

Contact Hernán Popper today!

Call: 204.816.1500
hernan.popper@schooleymitchell.com
www.schooley mitchell.com/hpopper
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Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries funds 
purchase of appliances for Rady JCC

The Manitoba Liquor &  Lotteries Small Capital Sponsorship Program.
has funded the purchase of three ovens and a refrigerator for the Rady
JCC. Those appliances will be used to provide much-needed services for
a cross section of program participants of different ages and abilities 

Some of the programs benefitting from this  sponsorship include: 

• Cooking programs for children and adults

• Cookies for a Cause – Teens Fundraising for Charity 

• Recreational Programs of Children and Teens with Special Needs

• Teen Leadership Programs

• Family Holiday Programs

• Summer Day Camp Cooking Sessions

• School’s  Out and  Winter Break  Special Interest Camps 

• Community Celebrations 

“We’re extremely pleased to have Manitoba Liquor & Lotteries as our
partner,” said Gayle Waxman, Rady JCC Executive Director. “Their
donation shows their support of children, youth and adult programs at the
Rady JCC, helping people reach their fullest potential.”

Jewish schools reunion update

Plans are proceeding apace for the reunion of former students of
Winnipeg Jewish schools from the 50s and 60s.

In our January 4 issue we first reported on plans for a reunion of 1950s
and 60s Winnipeg Jewish school students. At that time we noted that, as
of December 21, 64 former students had indicated they would be coming
to the reunion, which is slated to be held October 6-8 this year
(Thanksgiving weekend).

As well, on January 25, there were 525 members in the Facebook group
"1950s & 60s winnipeg jewish school students". As of March 10, there
were 614 members.

Further, according to one of the reunion's organizers, Avrum Rosner, in
response to a question how many have now indicated they're coming to
the reunion, Avrum wrote: "Ok, I'm counting 225 (students plus partners)
confirmed, and roughly the same number are down as 'maybe'."

If you would like to be a part of the group you can send an email to:
wjsreunion.2017@hotmail.com.

1950s & 60s Jewish school students Facebook page



By ANDREW TOBIN
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Shahaf Ben-Yakov always

found it maddening when her ability as a combat
soldier was questioned just because of her gen-
der.

Nonetheless, she dismissed as nonsense the
notion that army service “has driven our girls
crazy” – as a rabbi who runs a pre-military acad-
emy in the Eli settlement claimed in a speech
broadcast on Israeli television Tuesday night,
hours ahead of International Women’s Day.

Although Rabbi Yigal Levinstein’s comments
have since been widely condemned by Israeli
government officials, including Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Ben-Yakov said they
would still have an effect.

“The army was the first time I realized not everyone saw me as equal, and
I needed to prove myself and fight for my rights as a woman,” Ben-Yakov
told JTA. “It begins with people like Rabbi Levinstein, who have enormous
influence. If they say what a woman can’t do in the army, this is what the
young soldiers will think. It’s very simple.”

Ben-Yakov, 25, is part of a new group of women and LGBT officers that
aims to speak out for diversity within the Israeli army and push back
against growing religious influence on the powerful Israeli institution. The
group, Pride in Blue and White, last week launched a crowdfunding cam-
paign to support what it said would be the first army preparatory courses
and mentoring programs specifically for female and LGBT youth.

The ultimate goal of the campaign – called Israeli Pride Times Two – is
to double the number of women in combat posi-
tions and the number of openly LGBT soldiers in
the Israeli army.

The army is already relatively progressive on
those fronts. Jewish women are conscripted like
their male counterparts, but for two years rather
than three, and allowed to hold a growing number
of combat positions. Some seven percent of fight-
ers are women.

Gay and lesbian soldiers have been allowed to
serve openly since 1993, the same year the United
States issued its infamous Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell
policy, even if many report being fearful of doing so.

But with the growing influence of religious Zionist officers and soldiers,
Ben-Yakov and her colleagues worry this progress is in jeopardy.

“We’re all officers. We all fought in the army. And we feel that our home
is under attack,” said Oren Nahmany, the 27-year-old founder of Pride in
Blue and White. “In Israel, everyone has to go to the army, so it has to be
pluralistic and liberal. What the rabbis are trying to do is push out women,
push out LGBT people and bring their own people in.”

Rabbi Eli Sadan – who along with Levinstein founded the first army prep
school, Bnei David, in the West Bank settlement Eli in 1988 – rejected such
criticisms in a paper last year. He said religious Zionists had no desire to
take over the army and accused critics of promoting hatred of his commu-
nity.

In the decades since Bnei David opened its doors, religious Zionists have
quickly moved up the army echelon. There are no official statistics that
classify soldiers as secular or observant, but a study by the Defense
Ministry journal Maarachot found that the percentage of religious Zionist
infantry officer cadets grew from 2.5 percent in 1990 to 26 percent in 2008,
according to Reuters. More recent research shows religious Zionists now
account for between one-third and one-half of cadets.

These days, several dozen academies prepare Israelis for the army, and
about half of them are religious.

With declining motivation among recruits a constant worry in Israel,
many Israelis welcome the influx of religiously motivated conscripts. But
some, mostly on the political left, worry religious Zionists, who account for
about 10 percent of Israel’s population, have gained disproportionate influ-
ence on the traditionally secular army, as well as other parts of Israeli soci-
ety. One concern is that religious Zionist soldiers would not evacuate set-
tlements if ordered to under a peace plan with the Palestinians, since they
generally see the West Bank as land God promised to the Jews.

To protect and advance the rights of women and LGBT soldiers, Pride in
Blue and White is taking a page out of the religious Zionist playbook by
opening army prep courses of its own. Since Levinstein’s speech to sever-
al hundred graduates of a religious academy aired, they have raised well
over $1,000. With three weeks left, they are almost 40 percent of the way
to their goal of about $20,000.

In his speech, Levinstein said women soldiers lose their Jewish “values
and priorities,” and called the idea of women commanders “madness.” He
ridiculed families led by two gay fathers, saying, “it’s an insane asylum.”

Amid the public outcry, Defense Minister
Avigdor Liberman said Wednesday he would
reconsider Levinstein’s “fitness to prepare
young people for service in the Israel Defense
Forces.” Levinstein subsequently said that
while he would not retract his statements, he
acknowledged that the way in which he made
the remarks was “inappropriate.”

But some religious Zionist rabbis defended
Levinstein. That has happened after similar
incidents in the past, including last July, when a
video came out of Levinstein complaining that
soldiers were taught to respect gay men, whom
he referred to as “deviants.”

In November, Eyal Karim’s appointment as
chief army rabbi was put on hold because he

had said women’s army service is “entirely forbidden” for reasons of mod-
esty and opposed women singing at army events. He later apologized for
the remarks.

Nahmany, a 27-year-old political science student at Tel Aviv University,
said Levinstein was right to be worried about religious Zionist soldiers
learning acceptance in the army. Unlike many gay soldiers who hide their
sexuality in the army, Nahamy was upfront about being gay, starting in
basic training. He said he was generally accepted, and took pride in setting
an example as a combat officer in the Air Force.

“I was known as the gay officer, and I’m proud of that because that meant
new recruits knew they were free to come out and do whatever they want-
ed,” he said. “I also had religious soldiers, and they always told me they

never thought I was what a gay person looks like.
They were shocked that a gay person could be an offi-
cer and have power. I am certain that I changed the
way they saw the LGBTQ community.”

He added: “I saw firsthand that the army can
change Israeli society. The rabbis understood that and
now we are understanding that.”

Ben-Yakov, who studies political science with
Nahamany, agreed. Even though men in the army
often doubted whether she was capable of combat,
those she worked closely with came to respect her,
and she them, she said. That kind of interaction is
what has made the army, and Israeli society in gener-

al, increasingly accepting, she said.
“The first goal of the army is to protect Israel, and it needs women and

LGBT soldiers,” she said. “Rabbi Levinstein is afraid of the inevitable
future, that religious people will meet the rest of Israel. Then, they will
realize women can actually go out of the kitchen and do other things.”
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Israel news

Desserts Plus will not be open in
time for Passover

By BERNIE BELLAN
We are informed that the new Desserts Plus, which has been under con-

struction on King Edward, will not be open in time for Passover. 
We asked Pam Reiss of Desserts Plus whether she had a comment as to

whether Desserts Plus might not be reopening at all.
In response, Pam said, “No, we won’t be throwing in the towel. Due to

delays in construction and some costs going up from our initial quotes,
we’re trying to make up some of the difference. We’re definitely opening
up after Passover but if we don’t reach the kickstarter goal, we may have
to cut back in some things or be extremely creative.”

The kick-starter campaign to which Pam is referring is a fundraising
effort in which individuals are invited to contribute something. Here is
what the Desserts Plus Facebook page says:

“In case you’ve missed the Desserts Plus posts, we have a Kickstarter
campaign going right now. We are so grateful to everyone who has
already made a pledge. We have 2  weeks left to reach our goal (it’s all
or nothing) and we could use your helping getting there.

“We’re offering lots of great rewards, from a travel mug with 10 free
fill ups for $25 to cooking classes or parties for larger groups.”

We told Pam that we would gladly publicize the kick-starter campaign.
We also asked her whether Desserts Plus might be looking for

investors.
In response, she wrote: “We’d love it if our customers and the commu-

nity would show some support. But we’re not looking for investors.”

Former officers fight to keep Israel’s military friendly to women and gays

Female combat soldier Shahaf Ben-Yakov
(Courtesy of Pride in Blue and White)

“In Israel, everyone has to
go to the army, so it has to be
pluralistic and liberal. What
the rabbis are trying to do is
push out women, push out

LGBT people and bring their
own people in.”
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Zvi Hershl Canar published his first novel “I and

Lemekh” in 1994 at the age of 65. This autobiographical
novel is written in the Yiddish of a child who lost his
childhood in the Holocaust. However, it is a constructed
novel where the main character is called Yankel Canar
and not Hershl. But who is “Lemekh”? He is a murder-
ous Kapo hunting Canar and his family during the war. In
Yiddish folklore is Lemekh considered a Schlemiel. For
Canar the murderer can become a victim and vise versa.
He can be a Lemekh and Lemekh can be him. It is all a
question of chance. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Community news

Asper campus evacuated due to
email threat received March 9
This story goes

out under the head-
ing: "Let's not feed
into the sickness out
there by giving it
too much publicity". 

On Thursday,
March 9 the Asper
Campus received an
email threat. As
soon as we became aware of what happened, we
reported that on our Facebook page and Twitter feed.
The CBC and CJOB also reported what happened,
although there was no mention in either the Free Press
or Winnipeg Sun (nor on their websites) - until
Monday, March 13 - four full days after the threat was
delivered. (I guess it’s not news until someone decides
to hold a rally - that sure gets the news media out.)

This story would have gone totally unreported in the
Sun and Free Press had not a local publicity seeker
decided to hold a rally Sunday afternoon at the campus
to protest “hate and bigotry”. The turnout for the rally
was pitifully small. As the rally organizer himself
admitted, he received no “community support”.

Look, the spate of threats being issued to Jewish
JCCs may be more akin to the spate of arson fires we
experienced in Winnipeg a few years ago. There are
sick people out there who get their kicks out of seeing
JCCs evacuated. Until someone (beyond that one indi-
vidual in the US who was arrested and was found to
have a very strange motive for issuing threats to JCCs
that had nothing to do with anti-Semitism), we don’t
know for certain what is prompting these threats -
beyond the connection to Trump being elected.

Here, for instance, is the admirably understated
manner in which the  Jewish Federation responded to
what happened:

"In recent weeks, many Jewish communities across
North America have received threats. This afternoon
the Rady JCC received an email threat at approximate-
ly 5:30 pm. The Asper Jewish Community Campus
immediately set emergency procedures into action.
The campus was evacuated in a quick and orderly
fashion. The Winnipeg Police Service was called and
arrived within minutes. 

"The police determined there was no threat. Police
gave the all clear to return to the building at 7:41 pm.
The Campus is now open and has resumed normal
operations.

"We thank the Winnipeg Police Service for their
quick response. 

"The safety and security of our community is para-
mount. We are pleased that our emergency procedures
were effective."

We also note that the Calgary JCC was similarly sub-
jected to a threat on February 27 on a day when 29
other JCCs and day schools were also subjected to
threats. As well, threats have been received in London,
ON and Vancouver (twice).

The spate of copycat threats cannot be dismissed, yet
JCCs and Jewish day schools across North American
have reacted swiftly and professionally in all cases.
Evidently this is the "new normal" in which we are
now going to be living - who knows for how long?
We're all going to have to adjust to it. But let's not over
dramatize the threat.
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By HILLEL KUTTLER
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Unlike the dangerous mar-

itime escapes attempted by some of his fellow
Cuban baseball players, the worst Alejandro
Eskenazi endured to leave the island nation was a
mountain of paperwork.

The documents he gathered and the forms he
completed took eight months to process, delaying
the Havana native’s arrival in Israel until last
August. 

But coaching Israeli youngsters in baseball and
playing in a league here made the wait worth it for
Eskenazi, who is participating in a professional
internship organized by the Masa Israel Journey
program.

Eskenazi, 27, came here on a one-year student
visa and is now a citizen. In flawless English,
Eskenazi explained that he did not flee Cuba and
can return for visits or to live. He also said his
parents – father Jaime is a mechanical engineer and mother Juanna teach-
es in a boarding school – face no repercussions from their son’s departure.

Jewish Cubans, Eskenazi said, can travel abroad fairly freely.
“I didn’t want to risk my life. I know how many people died at sea,” he

said. “Being in Israel is a connection with my roots. I want to help Israel in
baseball.”

Eskenazi is the first Cuban athlete to participate in Masa, and teamwork
involving American donors and Canadian and Israeli diplomats was need-
ed for Eskenazi to reach Israel this time -- he had been there three times.
With Israel and Cuba lacking diplomatic relations, Canada’s embassy in
Havana and Israel’s embassy in Ottawa served as intermediaries.

“We thought, what a wonderful way to give him opportunities outside
Cuba,” said Tony Kahan, a Chicago real-estate developer who, with four
friends, contributed $10,000 toward Eskenazi’s flights and living expenses.
Kahan said he met Eskenazi at the Maccabiah Games in 2013 and during a
visit to Cuba and came away impressed.

“He’s a hard-working, honest, good kid. My parents worked to get
refuseniks out of Russia. This was my refusenik moment – helping some-

one get to Israel,” he said.
Eskenazi had visited Israel on a Birthright trip in

2009, as a Birthright leader in 2011 and as a player on
Cuba’s softball team at the Maccabiah Games four
years ago. The last trip cemented in his mind the plan
to move to Israel.

“I’d finished my degree, so I was prepared. I real-
ized I wanted to make aliyah,” he said.

Eskenazi lived in an apartment in this city’s hip
Florentine neighborhood with seven other young men
doing Masa internships, and is now staying with
friends nearby. He acknowledges missing his mother
and father, whom he calls weekly. Via Facebook,
Eskenazi stays in touch with baseball-playing friends
who escaped to the United States and the Dominican
Republic.

“One day, I’d like to see them or play with them
again,” he said. “I miss my family, friends, neighbors
and the Jewish community. But I’m living a new life.

It’s fine. Even here, struggling, life is better.” Baseball officials here said
that they became enamored with Eskenazi’s personality and love of coach-
ing. Envisioning him pitching for the Israeli national team didn’t hurt,
either.

Eskenazi played and coached in a Havana baseball academy, and wants
to continue on those paths in Israel. He turned his phone to display pho-
tographs of two friends: Arizona Diamondbacks outfielder Yasmany
Tomas, his teammate on a Havana youth club, and a Toronto Blue Jays’
prospect, infielder-outfielder Lourdes Gurriel. 

Eskenazi hopes to interest them and other Cuban baseball-playing friends
in the United States, none of them Jewish, in coaching in Israel, too.

Eskenazi wants to spread the baseball gospel by visiting schools across
the country and interesting administrators in the sport. He’d like to create
a program to train Israelis as coaches and building a baseball infrastructure
in a country with only a handful of baseball fields.

“I’m just a simple coach. It’s not about me. It’s about collaborating as a
group," Eskenazi said as he bit into
a hamburger two hours before lead-

A Cuban pitcher gets a firm grip on life in Israel

Continued on next page.

Alejandro Eskenazi has endeared him-
self to baseball officials in Israel with
his personality and love of coaching –
not to mention his talent as a pitcher. 

(Hillel Kuttler photo)
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Why Passover is about a lot
more than good food

By JOSHUA RATNER
(My Jewish Learning via JTA) -- What is the essence of Passover?
On the one hand, it seems obvious: Passover is about gathering

together with loved ones to recall, through sumptuous home rituals,
the exodus from Egypt. We gather round our seder tables and quick-
ly become engulfed in the warmth of family and friends, the culi-
nary delights of a delicious meal, and the comforting, vaguely
familiar words and songs we recite year after year. 

Passover is, indeed, a beautiful opportunity for rejoicing and cel-
ebrating. But it also can be much, much more.

Looking closely at the Passover Haggadah, we can see that the
rabbis who crafted the seder did not choose to make Passover a hol-
iday solely focused on celebrating the past. Like the Fourth of July
(or Hanukkah), Passover could have been a day to recall passively
our independence from an oppressive regime as a historical remem-
brance; to commemorate the past and salute our Founding Fathers
(or Maccabees). 

Instead, Moses (as Founding Father of the Israelites) is largely
shut out of the Haggadah - he appears but once. While remem-
brance of the exodus - from the enslavement of the Israelites to the
10 plagues to the crossing of the Red Sea - forms a major portion of
the content of the Maggid (retelling) section of the Haggadah, that
remembrance is but a means to a larger end.

The end of the Maggid section reveals why. It says: "In each and
every generation people must regard themselves as though they per-
sonally left Egypt, as it says, 'Tell your child on that very day: "This
is what God did for me when I left Egypt.”' The Holy One of
Blessing did not redeem only our ancestors, but God even redeemed
us with them, as it says, 'God brought us out of there in order to
bring us to and gave us the land that God swore to our ancestors.'”

The seder specifically, and Passover more broadly, is about
remembering God’s deliverance of the Israelites not as a one-time,
historical event but as something that is perpetually happening in
the present. Redemption from slavery to freedom is intended to be
an experience that we, too, can and should have during our seders.
But why?

(Rabbi Joshua Ratner is the director of the Jewish Community
Relations Council of New Haven, Connecticut. Ordained by the
Jewish Theological Seminary in May 2012, Ratner was a Joseph
Neubauer Fellow and also earned a master's degree in Midrash and
a certificate in pastoral care. He worked as an attorney for five
years prior to entering rabbinical school.) 

ing a biweekly practice session with
Israeli youngsters. "There is not baseball

[in Israel] like in America, but it has the support [of people] in America.” As for
Cuba, he added: “I love my country. If I could have gotten hired with a good
salary, I would stay. The environment is good. The government respects us, the
Jewish community.” After graduating with a degree in physical education from
Havana’s Manuel Fajardo University of Physical Culture and Sports Sciences,
Eskenazi worked as a personal trainer. Following major league games was diffi-
cult because of poor internet access, so Eskenazi and his friends downloaded
video clips when possible and passed them around on flash drives. 

His favorite players, both now retired, were Greg Maddux, then of the Atlanta
Braves, for his ability to mix pitches, and Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter.

As a pitcher, Eskenazi is “a huge addition” to the Israeli national team, said
Ophir Katz, director of development for the Israel Association of Baseball. The
squad will play in a European tournament next summer.

“He’s a few levels above the others in the [Israeli] league. He is a dominant start-
ing pitcher, so for short tournaments, that’s huge,” said Katz, who called the slid-
er Eskenazi’s best pitch.

As to coaching, Katz said
Eskenazi “teaches baseball
well and knows the funda-
mentals of the game. The
kids really like him and
bond with him, and that’s
half the work.”

On a warm January
evening in this city’s Yarkon
Park, Eskenazi led a group
of 25 youngsters in runs and
throwing drills. They
trained on the blacktop of
two illuminated basketball
courts because the vast
park’s sole baseball field
lacks lighting. Later, he
taught players the grip for
throwing a change-up.

“He’s more of a profes-
sional baseball coach and
player. He’s a great pitcher
and gives us great tips,” said
Uri Shani, 13, of Tel Aviv, a
beneficiary of the change-
up tutorial. “His level is
much better than other
coaches in Israel.”
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Recipe

By JENNIFER STEMPEL 
(Nosher via JTA) – Because I am someone who runs her life a million

miles per minute, but still value the fruits of a home-cooked meal, the slow
cooker is certainly a mainstay in my kitchen. 

Because of this favorite small appliance, my family gets to enjoy rich,
hearty meals that taste like they’ve been simmering all day, even on those
days when I’ve got just a few minutes to get dinner on the table. 

I especially love making this savory slow cooker pot roast for a festive
Shabbat meal. 

Any good starchy side like rice, potatoes, or noodles will sop up the
juices in a fabulous way. 

Plus, if you’re lucky you’ll have leftovers, which I have been known to
turn into pot roast tacos the next day. 

Do the prep work the night before, and set the slow cooker in the morn-
ing. By the time dinner rolls around, your neighbors will be knocking on
your door to join your Shabbat table. 

Ingredients: 
1 5-lb boneless beef chuck roast
1 tsp kosher salt (or more, to taste)
1 tsp fresh ground black pepper (or more, to taste)
2 Tbsp olive oil
2 large sweet onions, diced
2 large carrots , diced
4 cloves of garlic, finely minced
1 large sprig of rosemary
12 oz cremini mushrooms, chopped
1 15-oz can low sodium beef broth
1 28-oz can diced tomatoes
1 dried bay leaf 
Directions: 

Pat the beef chuck roast dry, and season with salt and pepper. In a large
saute pan, heat the olive oil, and brown the beef on all sides (about 3 min-
utes per side). 

While the beef is browning, layer the onions, carrots, garlic, rosemary
and mushrooms in the bowl of a slow cooker. Once the beef is browned on

all sides, place the beef on top of the vegetables in the slow cooker. 
Deglaze the saute pan with the beef broth, making sure to scrape up any

dark spots from the pan. Pour the broth in the slow cooker. 
Pour the diced tomatoes over the beef, and tuck in a dried bay leaf. 
Cover and cook on low for 7 hours. 
Remove the beef from the slow cooker using kitchen tongs, and set on a

carving board. Shred or slice, and serve with a starchy side dish. Or, you
can remove the sprig of rosemary and the bay leaf and blend the vegetables
into a thick sauce that can be used as a gravy. 

Note: Steps 1-4 can be done the night before. Store the bowl of the slow
cooker in the refrigerator overnight, and continue from step 5 in the morn-
ing. 

The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling array of new and classic Jewish
recipes and food news, from Europe to Yemen, from challah to shakshuka
and beyond. Check it out at www.TheNosher.com. 

Slow Cooker Pot Roast Recipe 



By JENNIFER REINHARZ
(Kveller via JTA) -- Born into a Catholic family with a Jewish surname,

I should have expected I would one day find myself leading a Passover
seder.

To date, my husband Larry and I have hosted nine seders, eight of which
I’ve had the honor to lead. This role was bestowed upon me after my
Jewish husband concluded that in light of my organized, creative, teacher-
like nature, I was the right person for the job. The tradeoff was food prep,
which he happily agreed to tackle. Not one who enjoys cooking, I acqui-
esced. Besides, the man makes a mean brisket.

I love a good Passover seder.
But I didn’t always feel that way.
In the beginning, I found it a tough ceremony to swallow. I felt like the

token Christian, the stranger in the wrong outfit eating the matzah out of
order. The structure of the service confused me, and the intensity associat-
ed with staying on task gave me the perfect excuse to keep quiet. I felt
excluded by the deluge of Hebrew spoken by those in the know and, in gen-
eral, lost - drowned in a Red Sea of rigidity, pomp and circumstance. For
years I couldn’t wait to suck down that fourth cup of wine and hightail it
home.

But I married a Jewish man, and we were raising our kids Jewish.
Determined to do right by my Catholic self and our Jewish family, I set out
on a mission to create an interfaith-friendly seder.

First, I compiled a Haggadah full of catchy ditties, kid-friendly verses
and hands-on plagues. I switched up the order of the service, made the
blessings accessible in English and Hebrew, added passages about civil
rights and the human condition, highlighted springtime symbolism, and
offered readings that would appeal to different belief systems.

Interfaith marriage is about building bridges. Larry was open to the idea
and respected my effort to design a Haggadah that made sense for me, but
also maintained traditions he felt strengthened the Jewish identity of our
sons -- and encouraged new and experienced guests to discuss important
Passover themes like freedom, rebirth and "tikkun olam," healing the
world.

It took a few years to earn our seder hosting chops, but we eventually
found a balance.

“Your Haggadah puts me in a position to think about what matters,”
Larry concluded. “See? Marrying outside my faith is making me a better
Jew.”

Fast forward to Passover 2014.
Walking by a local church the morning of Passover, I noticed a passage

carved into the steeple:

"How wonderful it is
How pleasant for God’s people
To live together in harmony
Psalm 133"

I thought about our seder guests. That evening,
16 people - Jews, Catholics, Muslims, a son of
Methodist missionaries, family, old friends and
new faces - would gather around our table like a
bona fide interfaith, intergenerational jamboree.

As suspected, it turned out to be just that.
We waited to kick off the festivities so my

Muslim neighbor could run home to say her
afternoon prayers.

My father, a good ol' boy and the son of
Methodist missionaries who has a mezuzah
affixed to his doorpost out of respect for our
Jewish ancestors, joined us for his first seder and
my first holiday with him since I was a baby.

Adults and young people alike wore sunglass-
es to symbolize darkness, the ninth plague, and
enjoyed an enthusiastic food fight of marshmal-
low hail.

Twentysomethings and teenagers were just as
jazzed as the under-10 population to hunt for the
afikomen.

The widow and sister of a dear friend, a devout
Irish Catholic who always attended our seders
but passed away a few years ago, recited the
concluding poem together, a job historically
reserved for him.

And when the seder ended, that sister - a
retired high school special education teacher,
mother of four, grandmother who attends daily
Mass and a Passover newcomer - stood up and

addressed the group.

She shared:
"We are a society of self-absorbed immediacy. It seems that all anyone

cares about today are the latest trends, the hottest stars and themselves. It
is important to pass on traditions, talk about ancestry, tell stories and make
connections to the past. Doing this creates a necessary foundation for our
children. For me, the seder represents hope and a renewed determination to
keep ALL the traditions we have alive and fun."

Then she took home our Haggadah to use as a teaching aid in her
Catechism class.

Last Passover, this friend’s theory became practice when my son, then 9,
asked to do more. He read the story of Exodus and recited the 10 plagues
along with a couple of blessings in Hebrew. And on the second night, when
we held an intimate seder with family, he wowed the crowd by taking the
lead.

I was not raised Jewish. I did not convert to Judaism. But watching my
son embrace his Jewish identity made this interfaith mama proud.

Larry and I will soon welcome the usual crew to our pleasant Passover.
Should Elijah slip through the open door, I hope he’ll stay for a sip or two
of wine. There are 16 people who value tradition, freedom, inclusivity, har-
mony and humanity he’s going to want to meet.

(Jennifer Reinharz writes for children and blogs for grown-ups. A
BlogHer 2015 Voice of the Year and author of the blog Red said what?,
Reinharz's writing has also appeared online at InterFaithFamily, Scary
Mommy, Mamalode and Brain Child, as well as other publications.)  

This is what our interfaith seder is like
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By MEGAN WOLF 
(JTA) -- I love serving light foods that are naturally kosher for Passover.

With so much matzah, vegetable and fish dishes are often a welcome addi-
tion in my home.

In this holiday menu, my Coconut Carrot Soup is a creamy soup at its
finest. The combination of carrots, ginger and coconut is so warming and
really delicious. Not a ginger fan? It’s easy enough to leave it out.  

And what could be better than a recipe that doesn’t require excellent
knife skills? Since the soup ingredients are blended, dicing imperfection
won’t be noticeable at all. 

For the Caesar Salad, making your own dressing is an easy way to cut
down on the fat and calories and tailor the taste to your palate. I'm a big
garlic fan, but feel free to scale back – your dressing will still be delectable.
Romaine hearts hold up especially well against a hearty dressing. 

The Lemon Salmon recipe is perfect for a crowd. Little work is required
and the end result is so tasty.  Roasting lemons really brings out the flavors.
You can encourage your guests to squeeze the warm lemon atop the salmon
for even more flavor.  

The lemon in the Grilled Asparagus nicely complements the salmon
without imparting an overpowering lemon flavor. Because one dish has
roasted lemon and one has lemon zest, they are bright without being redun-
dant.  

If you don’t have a grill pan -- it's a wonderful kitchen item to have, espe-
cially if you’re tight for space -- you can easily roast the asparagus in the
oven for a similar texture. But really, nothing beats the smokiness of a grill. 

COCONUT CARROT SOUP
Ingredients:
1 pound carrots,
peeled and thinly
diced 
1 cup diced celery 
1 tablespoon diced
ginger
3 tablespoons olive
oil, divided
1 Vidalia onion, thinly
sliced 
1 can coconut milk
3 cups vegetable stock 
salt and pepper to
taste 
coconut milk yogurt, optional

Preparation:
In a large stock pot, heat 2 tablespoons olive oil over medium low heat,

then add the carrots, celery and ginger. Cook until soft, about 18-20 min-
utes.

In a small skillet, heat the last 1 tablespoon olive oil and sauté the onions
until translucent, then set aside.

Add the can of coconut milk to the carrot and celery mixture and stir to
combine. Add 2 cups of stock and stir to combine.

Place half of the onion into the carrot mixture and place the mixture in a
blender to combine until smooth (you can also use an immersion blender
directly into the stock pot). Season to taste with salt and pepper.

Serve with remaining sautéed onions and optional coconut yogurt on top.

CAESAR SALAD
Ingredients:
2 large heads romaine
lettuce hearts
3/4 cup low fat Greek
yogurt 
2 tablespoons olive oil
3 cloves garlic 
1/2 teaspoon Dijon
mustard (can be omit-
ted for Passover) 
1 lemon, juiced 
salt and pepper to taste
1/4 cup shredded Parmesan cheese
hot pepper flakes, optional

Preparation:
In a blender or food processor, combine yogurt, olive oil, garlic, mustard

and lemon juice. 
Taste, then season with salt and pepper and set aside.
Halve each lettuce heart and dice, then place in a large bowl. 
Toss the greens with half of the salad dressing to start, adding more to

your taste.
Sprinkle with Parmesan cheese and red pepper flakes.

LEMON SALMON
Ingredients: 
1 pound salmon, sliced
into 4 fillets 
2 tablespoons olive oil 
1/2 teaspoon kosher salt 
1/2 teaspoon pepper-
corns 
1 lemon, thinly sliced
4 sprigs rosemary 

Preparation:
Preheat oven to 400 F.
Coat each piece of salmon with olive oil, then sprinkle with

salt and peppercorns.
Place lemon slices over salmon and roast until cooked to your

liking, about 10 minutes or more.
Serve on a platter with rosemary springs.

GRILLED ASPARAGUS 
Ingredients:
1 pound
a s p a r a g u s ,
ends trimmed 
1 tablespoon
olive oil 
1/4 cup
P a r m e s a n
cheese 
1 lemon, zest-
ed 

Preparation:
Heat a grill pan until hot (or roast in the oven). 
Toss asparagus with olive oil and place on grill pan, cooking

about 3 minutes each side.
Sprinkle warm asparagus with Parmesan cheese and lemon

zest.
(Megan Wolf is the author of 

"Great Meals with Greens and Grains.")

Passover recipes: Lighten up with fish and veggies

16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 15, 2017

Passover recipes



Wednesday, March 15, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   17

Rady JCC news

The Rady Jewish Community
Centre Presents the Annual
Community Pesach Seder

The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Annual Passover
Seder will take place at Congregation Etz Chaim.  We are thrilled that
Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen will be our special guests leaders for
this event.  Shayla and Kinzey are well-known for their talent, bring-
ing much pleasure to Winnipeg audiences for many years. 

This event will take place on Tuesday, April 11 at 6:00 pm at
Congregation Etz Chaim, 123 Matheson Ave. E.  Everyone is welcome
to attend this interactive Seder experience which will be complete with
traditional songs, participation of children and adults and special treats
for the young ones in attendance. Seder leaders Shayla Fink and
Kinsey Posen will bring an entertaining program of stories and song
for everyone to enjoy.

A delicious four-course meal will be prepared for everyone to enjoy.
Family tables can be arranged and vegetarian meals are available with
advance arrangements. Transportation is available for seniors. Don't
delay in booking your tickets for this enjoyable and meaningful com-
munity event. 

This is the 18th year that the Rady JCC has spearheaded the Annual
Community Passover Seder, allowing family and friends to celebrate
together.  It also provides a place where those who have nowhere to go
can celebrate Passover in a warm and joyous atmosphere.  Without
generous support from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
Congregation Etz Chaim, Congregation Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
Jewish Child and Family Service and the National Jewish Outreach
program – Passover Across American, this program would not be pos-
sible. 

For further information and to purchase tickets please call 204- 477-
7510. 

Tom Lovatt: Rady JCC Pilates instructor 

New Years Eve is
long gone and so are
our resolutions to make
this the year that we
will get fit and stay that
way. It always amazes
me to see packed class-
es at fitness facilities in
January but a big slide
in attendance by
February.

I met with Tom
Lovatt, a Pilates profes-
sional at the Rady JCC,
who gave me some new
insights and forgotten
reminders on keeping
your commitment. If
you’re getting bored
with the same old,
same old, it’s time to
change it up for contin-
ued results. Cardio and
weights are all good for
us but let’s get real: We
lose interest and our
New Year’s resolutions
are out the window.

In the Rady JCC
Pilates room there are
four  machines that
look like medieval tor-
ture devices. They’re
spring loaded sleds that
allow the participant to
take pressure off one’s
joints and bones, says
Tom. These build lean,
clean muscle without
expanding mass. Tom
explains that  the
equipment also works on stabilizing one’s core and shoulder girdle while
mobilizing at the same time. 

The smaller classroom setting offers a more personalized workout. The
beauty of having only four people in the program is that there is a small-
er group, therefore making the ratio of student to teacher better. Tom does
private training as well at the  Rady JCC. He tells me that “one can expect
to see results in as little as ten classes, although Pilates is a long term
commitment.”

Tom educates participants on muscle grouping and how to fire muscles
to  utilize Pilates effectively. Another benefit of Pilates is that the skills
that one learns are portable. Keeping your core and ribcage engaged
makes other workouts safer as well as making them more effective.
Sessions last an hour and clients are seen once or twice weekly. Just like
any other activity, one improves with practice.

Tom has been practicing Pilates hismelf for 20 years and has been
teaching Pilates for 15 years. His resumé is very impressive, including
being an accomplished artist and a former school counselor.

As a workout enthusiast for over 30 years I can attest to how fabulous
the athletic program is at the Rady JCC. Kudos to the many aerobics pro-
fessionals there. I was so impressed with Tom’s knowledge of personal
training and Pilates that I highly recommend clients giving Pilates a shot.

Self care is so important and comes in many forms. It’s funny, but
sometimes in the mornings if I’m meditating and the phone rings for me,
the editor of this paper tells the caller sarcastically - I might add, she’s
meditating and can’t be disturbed. Here are some examples: Whether you
meditate (which I do daily) go for a massage, do a bit of shopping thera-
py, go for a walk, call a help line, talk to a friend, take a warm bath, gar-
den, engage in a favorite hobby or activity, join a club or women’s group
(Maureen Scurfield has a terrific one) just remember one thing, take care
of yourself and do give Pilates a try.

So see you at the Rady JCC soon.

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN

Rady JCC Pilates instructor
Tom Lovatt

Pilates machine at the Rady JCC



By BERNIE BELLAN
Jerry Maslowsky’s death on September 4 still resonates deeply with

many members of the entire community.
Now, in tribute to Jerry’s extraordinary life, which was marked by a life-

long dedication to bringing joy to others’ lives, a group of talented individ-
uals – all of whom crossed paths with Jerry at one point or another in their
lives, will be gathering together on one stage April 13 and 14  at the Berney
Theatre.

The idea for the tribute concerts, the proceeds from which will go to
Variety, the children’s charity, to which Jerry devoted so many years of his
life, originated with Casey Chisick.

Chisick, who left Winnipeg some 13 years ago and is now a successful
lawyer in Toronto, is a former co-artistic director of the Chai Folk
Ensemble, also a former musical director of the troupe. It was in the many
years that Chisick spent with Chai that he got to know Maslowsky best, he
says. 

“Jerry directed me in the very first musical performance I ever gave –
outside of Ramah Hebrew School,” Chisick notes.

It was when Chisick heard the news of Jerry’s untimely death the same
day that so many others also found out that fateful fall day – when the news
was flashed across the television screen during the Blue Bombers Labour
Day game with Saskatchewan, that Chisick says he almost immediately
thought of putting on a tribute concert.

“The idea came about almost as soon as I heard the terrible news,” he
explains. “I thought immediately the best way to pay tribute to Jerry would
be through music.”

Over the past six months Chisick has been contacting various individuals
in an effort to put together the concert that will now be put on April 13.
Everyone involved will be donating their time free of charge. As well, the
fact that the concert will take place during Passover week has enabled sev-
eral out of towners to combine a visit back to Winnipeg with performing
that day.

“We’ll be bringing people together who haven’t performed together in
years or have never performed together,” Chisick adds. 

As far as what motivated almost everyone with whom Chisick was in
contact to volunteer almost immediately, “it’ll be therapeutic for the cast as
well as the audience,” he observes.

In addition to the performers, Reeva Nepon has donated resources of the
Chai Folk Ensemble administration in support of the concert, as has the
Asper Campus, which has made the Berney Theatre available at minimal

cost. 
Maslowsky himself was a longtime member of Chai. On our website

home page (jewishpostandnews.ca) we’ve put together a series of videos
that we had taken over the years which showcase Jerry’s amazing talent -
especially the way he was able to completely charm any audience.

As to what the concert program will consist of, Chisick says “there will
be pieces associated with his career through its various stages.”

Included among the performers will be the three remaining members of
the group for which Jerry began as lead singer when he and his cohorts
were still in their teens: “Special Blend”. The other members, who were
headliners on the bar mitzvah/wedding circuit include Harvey Chochinov,
Jeffrey Dolovich, and Michael Ryczak.

In the poster accompanying this story you can see the complete list of
performers who are scheduled to appear during the concert. In addition to
musical numbers, Chisick promises other “surprises, but I won’t tell you
what they are.”

It might be also noted that orginally, only one concert was planned - for
April 13, but due to the huge demand for tickets, another concert on April
14 was added just this past week.

Musical tribute in memory of Jerry Maslowsky April 13 & 14
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From Miriam Bronstein:

I grew up in the Maslowsky
house. I performed every-
where - with Kenny first, as he
was my age, and then with
Jerry at the Hollow Mug, Chai,
and in Robbi Goltsman’s
shows of her original material.
I am sending along a photo of
Jerry and myself in Robbi’s
show. 

Highlights with Jerry were
the travel to Canadian
cities both east and west.
Jerry and I sang
“Rumania” together. We
were the first!! Also,
Jerry and I sang a Yiddish
theatre number. He stut-
tered and I lisped. I will
be doing that number in the show honouring Jerry. 

From Jerry’s daughter Tara:

I’m Tara Maslowsky,  Jerry’s
Maslowsky’s youngest daugh-
ter. I’ll  also be singing a special
number dedicated to my dad in
the upcoming concerts.

My dad’s involvement with
Special Blend and Chai was
way before my time; however,
he would often share stories
with my mom, brother, sister,
and myself of how special those
times were in his life and the
treasured friendships he created
with those people. He actually
stayed in touch with most of
them.

The fact that his friends and
fellow performers are putting
together a tribute concert speaks
volumes to the impact he had not only in the Winnipeg community
but especially in the Jewish community.

Growing up watching my dad perform made me aspire to follow
in his footsteps and I was truly honoured when Casey  asked me to
be a part of this very special event alongside his fellow alumni.

My family is very grateful that proceeds will be donated to the
Jerry Maslowsky Memorial Fund at Variety, the Childrens Charity
of Manitoba where, prior to his passing he was their CEO. Giving
back to the community was a big part of my dad’s life and we will
continue to honour his legacy.

Some reminiscences about Jerry Maslowsky

Ed. note: We invited concert participants to send us some of
their memories of Jerry. 

Miriam & Jerry in a Robbi
Goltsman show from the 70s

Jerry & Tara Maslowsky
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From Lesley Corne Wolman: 

I had the good fortune of per-
forming alongside Jerry when we
were both teenagers; first in Chai,
and then at The Hollow Mug.
When I was cast in my first show
at The Mug, as it was affection-
ately called, I was 19, and Jerry,
21. 

I recall being quite anxious
about being the “newcomer,” to
The Hollow Mug family. But as
soon as I saw Jerry, my fears were
assuaged. He had the unique abil-
ity to make everyone feel com-
fortable. His infectious smile and
engaging personality were at the
crux of his gifts as a performer. 

When my friend, Casey Chisick, asked me if I would consider flying to
Winnipeg to participate in this concert, there was not a moment’s hesita-
tion in my response. Chai was and continues to be an important part of
my personal and professional life. It gave me the seeds to grow and the
wings to fly. Jerry was certainly an important part of those early years for
me. I feel both honoured and privileged to be a part of this concert and to
honor his memory in song. Jerry touched the lives of so many, and I, for
one, am one of them.

From Jeffrey Dolovich:

Jerry was a big part of my early life. I
knew Jerry the musician, Jerry the Chai
member, Jerry my friend.

He was my big brother in “Special
Blend” and in Chai and was the first
one to stand up and cheer in Montreal
when I got my Chai pin at 13 years old.
He was a mentor, who never stopped
inviting me to perform with him. It was
always so special when we did and
always for a great reason. There is no
more fitting way to pay tribute to such a
special man than playing the music he
so loved to perform.

Jerry was my dear friend. I love him and miss him.

From Casey Chisick:
Jerry was one of my earliest

inspirations as a performer. In
1982, when I was just 7 years
old, I was invited to perform in a
musical travelogue of Israel that
was being staged at
Folklorama’s Israel Pavilion, in
the auditorium of the old
YMHA. Jerry was the director.
Even today, I recall his kindness
and the patience he showed
toward our cast of enthusiastic
amateurs. 

But the memories that stand
out most from that summer involve sneaking through a back hallway dur-
ing breaks so that I could watch Debbie and Jerry perform together on the
“big stage” in the gym. I must have heard 25 renditions of the Israeli
Cowboy Song that summer and would have been glad to hear 25 more. I
was simply in awe of their polish and the way they had the audience eat-
ing out of the palms of their hands. I knew then and there that I needed
to be on that stage someday myself. 

Over the next 35 years, I had the pleasure of performing with Jerry
many times, usually in some form of Chai reunion. It was always a joy to
share the stage with him. Apart from his talent as a singer and comedian,
he was a generous performer who took great pleasure in making others
look just as good on stage as he did. And, although I never lost sight of
the irony of my having a number of opportunities to direct the man who
first directed me, Jerry was always respectful of our vision and genuine-
ly excited to have another chance to perform and make people happy. 

When word reached me in Toronto that Jerry had passed away, I real-
ized that I had lost a member of a second family: one of a privileged few
who have been fortunate to grow up as part of the unique Jewish music
scene in Winnipeg. The incredible group of people who will take the
stage next month in his memory are testament to the power of that shared
experience. Jerry was an inspiration to all of us. His seat at the Rabbi’s
Table may be empty now, but he will always occupy that place in our
hearts. 

From David Gale:

It is odd coming to Winnipeg to
perform beloved Chai material and
not sharing the stage with Jerry. 

From my first Chai performance,
at the age of 16, Jerry was by my
side. Even though he was only a
year older he seemed like a veteran;
so talented, so assured - already a
pro. He could sing, dance and com-
mand the stage. I watched and
learned. Off stage he loved to kibitz
and loved to laugh. We danced
together in Chai thru the 1970s,
bonded while on tour but we never
shared the mic. Over the years I
would bump into him occasionally
on my visits back to Winnipeg. 

At our recent 50th Chai reunion
Jerry and I were very much the elder
statesmen among the male dancers.
We once again bonded, this time over the absurd and painful reality that
we, men in our mid-50s, were dancing like teenagers and injuring our-
selves like seniors. I even got to choreograph him as the rabbi in the big
Jewish wedding number - where he stole the show. I had always looked
up to Jerry and feel so lucky I got a chance to perform with him one last
time and finally share the mic in song. 

At the concert we will honour him with the music he loved and made
his own, I only wish we could be sharing the mic.

Jeffrey Dolovich

Lesley Corne Wolman

David Gale

Casey Chisick
(Photo courtesy of 

Canadian Bar Association)



Hyman Reuben points with pride
to an official framed letter from
Buckingham Palace hanging on a
wall in the living room of his mod-
est one bedroom 10th floor apart-
ment at the Kiwanis Chateau.

It bears the signature of Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II.

“I am delighted to hear that you
are celebrating your one hundredth birthday,” reads the letter,
which also includes a photograph of Her Majesty taken dur-
ing her last trip to Canada (including a visit to
Winnipeg)–June 28 to July 6, 2010. “I send you my warmest
congratulations on this happy occasion and good wishes for
an enjoyable day.”

Nearby is a framed greeting, also marking Reuben’s centen-
nial year, from the Right Honourable David Johnston,
Governor General of Canada.

Mr. Reuben jokes that he’ll have to wait 10 years before
sending Queen Elizabeth a card to mark her 100th birthday.
Queen Elizabeth marked her 90thbirthday on April 21, 2016 –
with official birthday celebrations taking place a few weeks
later.

That sly sense of humor was evident at various times during
an interview with a reporter from The Jewish Post & News.

About 100 people, including many fellow tenants, relatives
and longtime friends, attended a “Party of the Century” that
was held for Mr. Reuben on February 13 in the main floor
lounge area of the Kiwanis Chateau- which is located at 430
Webb Place near Portage Place Mall.

Born in the City of Leeds in West Yorkshire, England in 1917, Mr.
Reuben noted that his parents, Israel and Devora, were Jewish immigrants
to England from the town of Romanov along the border of Russia and
Ukraine.

“They spoke Russian and Yiddish at home,” says Mr. Reuben, who
moves about with the aid of a wheeled walker now. “The main thing was
to escape from Russia. My father worked as a presser at a tailor shop, and
my mother was a seamstress.”

Israel and Devora had two other sons, Simon, who was born in 1909 and
Joseph, who was born
in 1912. Both of Mr.
Reuben’s brothers
remained in Leeds.

“I was the only one
that moved away,” he
said, noting that
Simon died in 1985 at
age 76, while Joseph
died at age 68 in
1981.

Mr. Reuben, who
still retains a gentle
Yorkshire accent,
graduated from St.
John’s Evangelist
School in Leeds at age
14.

“There was no
money for further
schooling, so I went
into an upholstering
apprenticeship pro-
gram,” he said. “You
worked for a pittance.
After three years, I
became a certified
upholsterer.”

During his spare
time, the young man
and a friend, Meyer
Tagger, hung out at a
Jewish club, the
Judean Club.

“My father was an
observant Jew, and
my mother less so,”
observes Mr. Reuben,
whose devoted grand-
daughter, Devora
Lawrence, visits him
several times a week.

“My father didn’t

lay down the law. But, dad was
deeply religious. My Bar Mitzvah
was going to be great because I had
a lot of favors to ask God. I learned
the haftorah and maftir from my
teacher. I learned it all by heart.
Before my Bar Mitzvah day, my
dad became very ill and had both
legs amputated. But, I still kept on
learning.”

Then, all of a sudden about one
week before his Bar Mitzvah, the
young Reuben contracted scarlet
fever; and, as he says, was
“schlepped off to a hospital.”

“I was there for six weeks, and
the only present I got was a box of
chocolates,” says the good natured
Mr. Reuben, who has macular
degeneration in both eyes and also
wears hearing aids. “The nurse
asked me if I would share them.
Then, she took them and shared
them with all the other nurses. I
only got three or four of them.”

So, he missed his Bar Mitzvah.
“I completely lost my faith after

that,” Mr. Reuben admits. “I said
(to Hashem) ‘If you don’t care
about me, why should I care about

you? ’”
He calls not having a Bar Mitzvah a deep disappointment.
When the Second World War broke out in September 1939, Mr. Reuben

was working at a large factory manufacturing clothing for workers in the
motor coach industry. He was approached by a friend’s father with the offer
of a job making altitude flying suits for the Royal Air Force in Gateshead,
County Durham (now Tyne & Wear Metropolitan County).

“So, I moved there along with my parents at the end of November 1939,”
Mr. Reuben says, mentioning that his two brothers remained with their
respective wives and families in Leeds.

In June 1940, he received the King’s letter asking him “to join the army.”
“I spent my basic training with the Durham Light Infantry,” Mr. Reuben

says. “By June 1941, I received permission to leave my unit and join the
Maritime Royal Artillery.”

He was stationed in North Shields, Northumberland with his brother, Joe.
They were given a crash course in how to use a Lewis Gun – an automat-
ic machine gun or a Lewis automatic rifle, also widely used as an aircraft
machine gun, notes Wikipedia.

“Then, we were sent to learn how to use the Hotchkiss gun (a light naval
gun),” Mr. Reuben says. “So, Joe and I were eventually assigned to a
coastal vessel carrying coal. We saw action. But, Joe got seasick.”

In total, he recalls being on seven different ships during the war, among
them a Norwegian ship, an oil tanker, a tramp ship that sailed to Portugal
with 9000 tons of coal, a passenger ship, the SS Oronsay, that transported
several thousand troops to join British Lieutenant-General Bernard
Montgomery to fight the Germans under Field Marshall Erwin “The Desert
Fox” Rommel in North Africa.

One experience, in particular, stands out in his memory– when the troop
carrier SS Orosay sank some 500 miles west off the coast of Cape Town,
South Africa. It was October 9, 1942.

Mr. Reuben was on last watch that night.
“I had a cup of cocoa and then turned into my bunk, and fell asleep,” he

says. “Then, at 5:30 a.m., we heard the sound of ‘Go to your gun stations.’
The ship was listing ten to 15 degrees on its side. It had been torpedoed by
a U-boat. The captain called for us to ‘Abandon ship.’ I went to lifeboat sta-
tion and helped put a few boats into the water.”

Reuben eventually got into a boat too, but it got stuck on the ropes on the
way down.

“Another lifeboat came close to the sinking ship, and we got quickly
aboard that one and away from the sinking ship,” he says. “At dawn, we
saw the ship’s stern rise up, and then it slipped into the waters. But, our
lifeboat was taking in water, so we had to abandon it, and we went into
another boat. There were two motorized boats (for the captain and chief
engineer). So we tied five lifeboats to one of them, and eight boats to the
other motorized boat.”

Help wasn’t on the horizon. Eventually, both motor launches ran out of
gas.

So, since they knew their longitude and latitude, they decided to row and
use sails, recalls Mr. Reuben, who praised the seamanship of the officer in
charge of his lifeboat. “Fortunately, for us, it was the rainy season and
whenever we saw a squall, we’d take down the sail and catch water in it
and then put the water into our con-

English-born centenarian Hy Reuben recounts his narrow escape in WWII
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Hy Reuben holding a photo of himself as a
soldier in the British Army during the
Second World War

Continued on next page.



By MYRON LOVE
I have been asked from time to time if it is possible to criticize Israel

without being labeled an anti-Semite. In theory, yes. In fact, most criticism
of Israel veers into anti-Semitism (even if the critics are themselves
Jewish).

Well, the British government in December enunciated a new definition of
anti-Semitism which clearly draws  the connection between anti-Semitism
and most criticisms of Israel.

With its new definition of what constitutes anti-Semitism, the British
government will become one of the first countries to use a definition of
anti-Semitism which was agreed upon last May at a conference of the
Berlin-based International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). That
definition includes generalized condemnation of Israel.

The IHRA’s definition states that “Antisemitism is a certain perception of
Jews, which may be expressed as hatred toward Jews. 

“Rhetorical and physical manifestations of anti-Semitism are directed
toward Jewish individuals and/or their property, toward Jewish communi-
ty institutions and religious facilities.”

The definition cites as examples
of anti-Semitism “the targeting of
the state of Israel, conceived as a
Jewish collectivity”, noting howev-
er that criticism of Israel similar to
that leveled against any other coun-
try cannot be regarded as anti-
Semitic.

Other examples of anti-Semitism
cited in the IHRA definition are:

- Calling for, aiding, or justifying
the killing or harming of Jews in
the name of a radical ideology or an
extremist view of religion

-Making mendacious, dehumanizing, demonizing, or stereotypical alle-
gations about Jews as such or the power of Jews as collective – such as,
especially but not exclusively, the myth about a world Jewish conspiracy or
of Jews controlling the media, economy, government or other societal insti-
tutions.

-Accusing Jews as a people of being responsible for real or imagined
wrongdoing committed by a single Jewish person or group, or even for acts
committed by non-Jews.

-Accusing Jews of being more loyal to Israel or their religion than to their
own nations.

-Denying the fact, scope, mechanisms (e.g. gas chambers) or intention-
ality of the genocide of the Jewish people at the hands of National Socialist
Germany and its supporters and accomplices during the Holocaust). 

-Accusing the Jews as a people, or Israel as a state, of inventing or exag-
gerating the Holocaust.

-Denying the Jewish people their right to self-determination, e.g. by
claiming that the existence of a State of Israel is a racist endeavor’

-Applying double standards by requiring of Israel a behavior not expect-
ed or demanded of any other democratic nation.

-Using the symbols and images associated with classic anti-Semitism
(e.g. claims of Jews killing Jesus or blood libel) to characterize Israel or
Israelis; drawing comparisons of contemporary Israeli policy to that of the
Nazis.

-Holding Jews collectively responsible for actions of the state of Israel.

As a result of this new definition of anti-Semitism, at least one British
university - the University of Central Lancashire – has cancelled its annu-
al upcoming “Israel Apartheid Week” on the grounds that “Israel Apartheid
Week” violates the government’s definition of anti-Semitism.

Furthering driving home the linkage between anti-Israel activities and
anti-Semitism, blogger Marc Goldberg, writing in The Times of Israel, pro-
vides an overview of the writings of the Palestinian Solidarity Campaign.
He cites the work of London-based blogger David Collier, who scoured
through PSC Facebook posts

Collier’s report (“Antisemitism in the Palestine Solidarity Campaign,”),
notes Goldberg, “serves to highlight in excruciating detail just how exten-
sive the anti-Semitism in the Palestine Solidarity movement is, one social
media post at a time”.

The research, Goldberg says, is 75 pages long and “features post after
post of anti-Semitic conspiracy theorizing straight from the accounts of
some of the PSC’s most ardent activists. These posts show many PSC
activists live in a delusional world where Zionists are responsible for just
about everything.”

In one example that Goldberg quotes Collier as citing, a PSC activist

posts a fake news story alleging that the head of ISIS was actually trained
in Israel. 

One of their Facebook friends attacked the story as a slur on…(ISIS)
“Mujahideen”!

“These are the people who man the stalls, organise local marches, give
out leaflets and ensure the PSC lives and breathes from day to day,”
Goldberg quotes Collier as writing.

Collier singles out one PSC activist, Tony Gratrex, who “shares a pletho-
ra of conspiracy laden links on his Facebook about how various terror
attacks are really false flag operations by Mossad or the CIA or both.

Gratrex further claims that a majority of the media is Jewish owned or
controlled and alleges that Jews control the international banking system.

Then there is Abu Shaim who, Collier writes, spends his time arguing that
Israel is behind ISIS.

“These are just two examples of the poison circulating through the minds
and the ranks of the PSC’s most ardent volunteers,” write Goldberg.
“Collier has provided evidence that there are dozens, even hundreds of

these people who have been attract-
ed to the PSC in order to do battle
with a Jewish state that in their
minds is the root of all evil.

“Working alone and often in the
midst of great hostility Collier has
put together research that strikes at
the heart of the myth the PSC wish-
es others to believe. It is neither
mainstream nor interested in justice
for Palestinians. It is a group of
kooks and misfits motivated by an
anti-Semitic worldview that pushes
them to greater and greater feats of

an activism that helps neither Palestinians nor anyone else and attacks an
Israel that exists only in the minds of people who live and breathe false flag
conspiracies and other nonsense.”

I am sure that much the same can be said about the other groups that
focus on demonizing Israel.
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tainers.”
On day 10, a British

Wellington Bomber sighted
them. It signaled them to stop rowing.

“They circled us for quite some time, and then another plane, a
Lockheed Hudson flew over and dropped some supplies, including toma-
to juice,” Mr. Reuben recollects. “It was fantastic. We knew then that we
were going to be rescued. Just before dawn on October 20, a destroyer,
the HMS Brilliance found us and took us aboard.”

All the other crew members were eventually rescued too. They, then,
steamed ahead to Cape Town.

“We were taken to the hospital and brought back to life,” Mr. Reuben
says. “Then, we boarded a Dutch ship and brought back to Liverpool in
mid November.”

After the war, he met a young woman named, Julia, from Leeds. They
were married on December 27, 1948. “We were married for 55 years,”
says Reuben, who noted that he “began to dream” about moving to
Canada as a young man in England. “I came to Canada in 1967. During
the war, I sailed here a couple of times to Nova Scotia and New
Brunswick onboard a Greek ship.” 

His wife and daughter, Marion, who was born in 1951, followed him
here a few months later. Marion, though, who is now deceased, returned
to England to marry her “sweetheart,” Lloyd Lawrence, in August 1968,
says Mr. Reuben. But, they too immigrated to Winnipeg in 1974. 

“I moved to Winnipeg because I wanted to go to Western Canada,
although, initially, I wanted to go to Vancouver,” says Mr. Reuben, who
has two other grandchildren, Eleanor Lawrence and David Lawrence, as
well as three great-grand children – ages 19, 13 and nine.

He worked as an upholsterer here until his retirement. Mr. Reuben’s
beloved wife died in 2003.

Reuben, who did a lot of volunteer work at various agencies and other
institutions after his retirement, has no regrets about having remained in
Winnipeg.

“I like in general the people here,” he says. “They’re very friendly. I’ve
met nothing but friendship since I arrived. The sunshine here, even in
winter, is beautiful. We also travelled out west to Banff, and to B.C. We
visited Victoria many times over the years. But, coming back to
Winnipeg felt like slipping into a comfortable pair of slippers.”

As for his granddaughter, Devora: “She means the difference between
me living where I want to live or in a nursing home,” Mr. Reuben says. 

Continued from previous page.

New British government definition of anti-Semitism includes anti-Israel criticisms

With its new definition of what constitutes anti-
Semitism, the British Government will become one
of the first countries to use this definition of anti-

Semitism which was agreed upon last May at a con-
ference of the Berlin-based International Holocaust

Remembrance Alliance (IHRA). That definition
includes generalized condemnation of Israel.
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Approximately one
week ago when our
province’s sports afi-
cionados were endur-
ing the wrath of nature
and their beloved
NHL Winnipeg Jets
were getting it where
the chicken got the
axe, all seemed lost

until Wednesday morning, March 8th, when the
sun began to shine brightly, the ice-cold winds
of winter relented somewhat, and the 16 wheel-
ers were extricated from ditches and drifts.

It was now near time for baseball spring training camps in Florida and
Arizona to begin winding down and preparation to travel north was getting
well underway.

It is time indeed for major league games, with players who are the cream
of the crop, and games that really count in the standings. And, as we horse-
hide fans already know, a win in April counts just as much as one in mid-
September.

The Jewish boys of summer are ready to go and among the best of the lot
- in my humble opinion - is KEVIN PILLAR, who patrols center field as if
he owned it and who will on occasion allow the other two chaps to his right
and left to earn their keep too. Hence the moniker “Superman” is his call-
ing card.

Pillar, who had a Bar Mitzvah,  and whose mother Wendy is Jewish, was
- believe it or not - drafted in Round 32 of the baseball draft (979th over-
all). Go figure!

The now 28-year-old, who majored in math and business at Chaminade
College Prep also excelled at every level of sport he played - be it baseball,
football, or basketball.

When Kevin was snapped up in the year 2011 by the Blue Jays, he
received the princely sum of one thousand dollars as his signing bonus after
taxes - which resulted in his mom loaning him a few bucks so that he might
purchase an iPhone. 

Last season with the Jays Pillar, a former College All-American, hit .266,
lined 35 doubles, had seven homers, drove in 53 runs,  and stole 14 bases
in 146 games. 

Scouts and management weren’t patting themselves on the back for
choosing Pillar so late in the draft. They conceded it was just plain luck.

Milwaukee outfielder RYAN BRAUN of the Milwaukee Brewers will no
doubt carry the stigma of a 65-game suspension during the 2013 season
that tarnished his reputation after using performance enhancing drugs. 

In any event the now 33-year-old enjoyed a low key 2016 campaign
which was more than respectful when, in 135 games and 511 at bats he hit
.305, smacked 30 homers, had 23 doubles, scored 80 runs, drove in 91
more and had an on-base percentage of .365. It should  be noted that he can
still run - stealing 16 bases.

As for his Jewish heritage, Ryan is extremely proud to be a Jewish role
model for young Jewish kids. His dad is Jewish and mom Catholic.

DANNY VALENCIA is a travelling man who always keeps his suitcase
packed. The one-time draftee of the Minnesota Twins has also played for
Boston, Baltimore, Kansas City, twice with the Blue Jays, Oakland A’s, and
now toils for the Seattle Mariners. 

His parents are Mindy, who is Jewish, while his  father Michael Valencia
is a Cuban immigrant who converted to Judaism. Danny grew up in Boca
Raton, Florida, attended Hebrew school and was Bar Mitzvah.

Last season Valencia’s numbers indicate why the now 32-years-old is still
much in demand. In 130 games and 471 at bats versatile Danny hit .287,
had 22 doubles, 17 homers, and an on-base percentage of .346. He is
expected to platoon at first and can also play third, second, and the outfield.

I mean, what’s not to like?

IAN KINSLER, 34, can play second base like few others. He was ini-
tially drafted by the Tigers, but played his first eight seasons with the Texas
Rangers. Three years ago he was re-acquired by Detroit for first baseman
Prince Fielder. In 2016 the son of a Jewish father and Catholic mother had
a .288 batting average, hit 28 homers, drove in 83 and scored 117 runs.

The Tucson, Arizona athlete has been burdened with asthma since he was
a young child; yet he managed to become one of the top second sackers in
the game. 

Just as Pillar was a 32nd round draft pick, Kinsler was first drafted in the
29th round, a year later the 26th, and finally, the 17th - which proves that
drafting is, to be sure, an inexact science.    

He is a prominent figure in the Jewish community, works for many char-
itable causes, and appreciates the attention it brings him.

JOC PEDERSON is a 24-year-old center fielder entering his third full

season  in the majors
with the Dodgers of
LA. Last season he
had a batting average
of .246, whacked 25
homers and 26 dou-
bles, drove in 68 runs
and scored 64 more.
His on-base percent-
age was a healthy
.352. In 2015 he also
made the all-star team
as a starter in left
field.

His mom Shelley is
Jewish by birth while
dad Stu, a 12-year minor leaguer who managed to play in eight games with
the Dodgers, is not. 

By virtue of his heritage Joc played in 2013 with the Israeli National
Baseball Team in the World Baseball Classic. In 2015 young Joc made the
Major League All-Star team as a starting outfielder and represented the NL
in the home-run hitting contest, finishing second overall to Reds’ third
baseman Todd Frazier.  

SCOTT FELDMAN, 34, stands 6’,7” and weighs in at 207 lbs. Standing
on a pitching mound and leaning in for the signal is an unnerving experi-
ence for any batter. No hitter is likely to charge the mound should he be dis-
pleased at Feldman’s brush back pitches. 

The Jewish Hawaiian-born hurler, both a starter and reliever, will be
doing his thing for the Cincinnati Reds in 2017 for the princely sum of
eight million dollars for one year. 

Drafted by the Texas Rangers, he has also worked for the Cubs, Orioles,
Astros and Blue Jays. Scott has a career won-lost record of 71-77 and an
ERA of 4.39.

Without doubt ALEXANDER DAVID BREGMAN, 22, of the Houston
Astros is going to be the next Jewish superstar. 

The third baseman & shortstop was born in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
and attended LSU (Louisiana State University) where he captured virtual-
ly every baseball-related award that was available, plus several minor
league baseball ones to boot.

His father Sam and mom Jackie  are both lawyers and he has two younger
siblings, Jessica and Anthony. Zaida Stan Bregman was the son of Russian
immigrants.

Alexander majored in sports administration at LSU and, in June 2015, the
Astros signed their number one draft pick to a $5.9 million signing bonus.

In his first year Alex hit .264  with eight homers, three triples, 13 doubles
and 34 RBI in only 201 at bats - promising indeed.

POST PATTER:
Still looking for gainful employment are veteran reliever Craig Breslow

- who is apparently being given an audition by the Minnesota Twins, and
outfielder Sam Fuld, who was injured most of last season. Both were
expected to play for Israel this month in the World Baseball Classic. In
addition to Breslow and Fuld, there are several other aspiring Jewish play-
ers at the World Baseball Classic, including vets who can’t let go  and many
who still in their youth in the minor-pro leagues. All of them are now show-
casing themselves at the aforementioned classic, where a multitude of
scouts are on the prowl.

Israel, the lowest ranked team, is well represented, having won their ini-
tial three games. They defeated South Korea 2-1, Taiwan 15-7, and the
Netherlands 4-2.

Updates on their whereabouts will surface in April. 
The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers

football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.
Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to

Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Time for our diamonds to hit the diamonds

Blue Jays centre fielder KEVIN PILLAR
laying down a bunt.

Los Angeles centre fielder JOC PEDERSON.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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By BERNIE BELLAN
The following article was first posted on our website,

beginning March 7, after we received a phone call from
one of the sources who had first contacted me with
vital information about Dr. Assam Huzzam - the doctor
who was fired from St. Boniface Hospital, apparently
over vile social media posts.

The caller wanted to let me know that  someone by
the name of Omar Kinnarath, who had been the orga-
nizer of a rally held on Saturday, March 4, to counter
another rally that was being held to protest M103 (the
motion to denounce Islamophobia) might himself be
accused of fanning the flames of hatred on social
media.

I posted a story on March 7 with pictures of
Kinnarath's Instagram account. Then, the next day, I
was contacted by yet another source who told me that
there were even more vile posts authored by Kinnarath
on Twitter. I posted screenshots of those tweets (which
can also be seen on this page.)

Then, on March 10, Kinnarath responded on
Facebook  to what I had posted on our website.

Here, then, is what anyone who had gone to our website would have
seen, in the order it was posted:

(Posted March 7) The CBC Manitoba website today reported on the
adversity that a Winnipegger by the name of Omar Kinnarath has encoun-
tered since he helped to organize a rally this past Saturday to counter anoth-
er rally that was being held to criticize a Private Member's Motion in the
House of Commons to condemn "Islamophobia". 

(Updated March 8) We received copies of tweets from Omar Kinnarath's
Twitter feed. Those tweets can be seen at the end of this article. Not only
is he anti-Semitic, he's a homophobe and a misogynist.

Here is an excerpt from the CBC report on Kinnarath:   "A week ago
Omar Kinnarath was preparing for (sic) rally at the Winnipeg City Hall,
now he is being relentlessly harassed online.

" 'I'm concerned for sure. I'm concerned about how my life is complete-
ly changed now,’ he said.

"Kinnarath is the founder of FF1 — Fascist Free Treaty 1, which planned
a rally in response to a different rally organized by the Canadian Coalition
of Concerned Citizens (CCCC) against Motion 103, which calls on the
government to 'recognize the need to quell the increasing public climate of
hate and fear.' "

Regardless of the merits of M103, Kinnarath might have some explain-
ing to do about his Instagram account. Kinnarath 's username on his
account is "abuhamza786". Abu Hamza is the name of a notorious Muslim
cleric.

According to Wikipedia, "Abu Hamza is an Egyptian cleric who was the
imam of Finsbury Park Mosque in London, England, where he preached
Islamic fundamentalism and militant Islamism.

"In 2004, Hamza was arrested by British police after the United States
requested he be extradited to face charges. He was later charged by British
authorities with sixteen offences for inciting violence and racial hatred. In
2006, a British court found him guilty of inciting violence, and sentenced
him to seven years' imprisonment. On 5 October 2012, after an eight-year
legal battle, he was extradited from the UK to the United States to face ter-
rorism charges and on 14 April 2014 his trial began in New York. On 19
May 2014, Hamza was found guilty of eleven terrorism charges by a fed-
eral jury in Manhattan. On 9 January 2015, he was sentenced to life in
prison without the possibility of parole."

Why would Kinnarath choose to use the name of someone steeped in
hatred and violence for his Instagram account? (Ed. note: In a message
received March 10 Kinnarath gives an explanation for his having chosen
the name "abuhamzan786". Go to the end of this article to read that expla-
nation.)

Further, some of the pictures on Kinnarath's Instagram account might not
be considered the kind of image that someone who is interested in quelling
a "climate of hate and fear" might want to post. On this page we have a pic-
ture taken from Kinnarath's Instagram account.

We leave it to readers to judge whether Mr. Kinnarath might not be the
most able spokesman for a group organized to denounce a "climate of hate
and fear".

(Posted March 10)
We received the folllowing message on Facebook from Omar Kinnarath:
1) this is defamation. Thank you for the wiki lesson on Abu Hamza, I did-

n't know who this man was until today. My son is named Hamza, Abu in
Arabic is father hence Abuhamza786. You dug deep for dirt, should of

found out the name of my son and put 2 and 2 together. You either ignored
this FACT or simply did not care about it to make me look like a sympa-
thizers for extreme elements of Islam.

2) concerning the tweets, nice job digging and picking and choosing
which ones to take out of context. I have many friends that are strong inde-
pendent women who will stand by me. Those tweets were directed to my
ex wife who I have a great relationship with today. those tweets were a
reflection of what I was going through at the time.

3) regarding your failed attempts

Organizer of rally against Islamophobia 
has some baggage to deal with himself

Omar Kinnarath
(Instagram photo)

A picture on Kinnarath’s Instagram account

Continued on page 25.

Tweets on Kinnarath’s Twitter acount



The Jewish National
Fund of Canada
Manitoba/ Saskatchewan
Regional Branch is
thrilled to announce that
the world renowned
Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra, led by the
Israeli conductor Rony
Weiss, will be perform-
ing at this year’s Negev
Gala, accompanied by
talented singer Shlomit
Aharon and  tenor
Yevgeni Shapovalov,
two of Israel’s top artists. 

Together, they will put on a unique show featuring some of the best
Israeli, Broadway and classical favourites at the Centennial Concert
Hall on Monday, May 29, 2017. 

Tickets are available now through the Jewish National Fund at 204-947-
0207.

“We are honoured to have the privilege of working with this prestigious
corps of musicians performing for our Winnipeg audience.” remarked JNF
President Jessica Cogan. 

The Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra is integral to Winnipeg’s rich cultur-
al life, delighting more than 225,000 audience members each year with
innovative programming and musical excellence. 

The WSO presents educational programs for more than 40,000 students
annually and tours to communities across Manitoba. JNF is proud to pre-
sent the full orchestra with its 67 world class musicians.

The symphony will be conducted by Rony Weiss, an Israeli composer,
arranger, musical director and conductor. His credits span all styles of music. 

He has arranged and conducted concerts for leading artists in the United

States, Canada, Europe, Argentina, Uruguay and Japan. Weiss has served
as musical director and musical producer for dozens of Walt Disney films
(Hebrew Versions), including Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin and The Lion
King, as well as for Dream Works’ The Prince of Egypt. Last year Weiss
conducted a three-concert series with the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra
and the Beer Sheba Symphony Orchestra.

We are delighted to have the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra performing
together with the Israeli duet, “The Lady & The Tenor”. Shlomit Aharon is
one of Israel’s most talented singer and admired performer, due to her
amazing voice and impressive presence on stage. 

Shlomit starred in numerous television specials and radio shows, per-
formed in many concerts in Israel and all over Europe, South America,
Australia and the United States. 

Yevgeni Shapovalov is an extraordinary opera tenor, a virtuoso, with rare
vocal qualities. Yevgeni came to Israel in 1991 from Russia and has
become a familiar and popular fixture on the Israeli music scene.
Shapovalov has become a tenor of international standing in Europe, Israel
and United States.

This truly enjoyable and unforgettable musical experience will take place
at the Centennial Concert Hall on Monday, May 29 at the JNF’s annual
Negev Gala honouring Rabbi Alan Green, Senior Rabbi of Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue. 

The funds raised will be directed towards the World’s Jewish Museum in
Tel Aviv, Israel. 

For tickets, tribute and sponsorship opportunities call the JNF office at
204-947-0207 or visit jnfwinnipeg.ca
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For the first time ever the Jewish National Fund’s Negev Gala will feature the entire
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, led by an Israeli conductor

tenor YEVGENI SHAPOVALOV

singer SHLOMIT AHARON

Israeli conductor RONY WEISS

We are delighted to have the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra performing together with the Israeli Duet,

The Lady & The Tenor.
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Today more than ever, the precious testimony of our Shoah survivors is

an important legacy of both a world lost and the darkest chapter of human
history. As current events chillingly echo a time when human rights were
denied based on religion, and refugees desperately sought safety for them-
selves and their children, the firsthand testimonies of genocide survivors
are an invaluable resource for scholars, students and the general public.

During the 1980s, the Second Generation group initiated a project to
interview Shoah survivors at the CKND television studios. These inter-
views were preserved and sent to a number of other centres including the
United States Holocaust Memorial Museum.

Then, in 2013, when Canada assumed the chairmanship of the
International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance for that year, key
Canadian stakeholders came up with an idea – to ensure that all Canadian
collections would be digitized. After much hard work and negotiation, the
1232 files making up the Canadian collection have now become part of
the USC Shoah Foundation’s Visual History Archive, a collection of
audiovisual interviews with witnesses and survivors of the Holocaust and
other genocides. With a current collection that includes more than 54,000
eyewitness testimonies, the Visual History Archive is the largest digital
collection of its kind in the world. To ensure the testimonies stored in the
Visual History Archive are accessible worldwide, every testimony is dig-
itized and fully searchable to the minute via indexing. This means a schol-
ar, researcher, or student can instantly access the exact point within the
114,000 hours of testimony in the Archive that matches their query. This
is made possible by the use of more than 64,000 keywords that have been
assigned directly to digital time codes within testimonies where the spe-
cific topics are discussed. 

The archive includes testimonies encompassing four genocides: The
Shoah (including testimony from Jewish survivors, political prisoners,
Sinti and Roma (Gypsy) survivors, Jehovah’s Witness survivors, sur-
vivors of eugenics policies and homosexual survivors, as well as rescuers
and aid providers, liberators, and participants in war crimes trials), the
1915 Armenian Genocide, the 1937 Nanjing Massacre, 1994 Genocide
Against the Tutsi in Rwanda and the Guatemalan Genocide, which
occurred during the country’s 36-year Civil War that ended in 1996.

Full access to the archive is offered to certain universities, museums,
libraries, centres and memorial sites. The Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada is the only full access site between Toronto and Calgary
and is proud to announce this important launch with an evening marking
both the availability of this important research tool to researchers and to
the general public as well as to thank the members of the Second
Generation group for its important work during the 1980s.

JHC to launch Shoah digital archive

to pin homophobia on me my brother is
a gay man married to another wonder-

ful gay man. the tweet about Tim Thomas is a direct response to HIS open
homophobia, Google and find out, you are good at that. The part where I
was. Talking to my friend and #faggots is the slur those gentlemen used
against us that night.

4) I am very much a critic of the Likud party and the state of Israel, as
I am s critic of the Saud family and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. I know
Israel does not represent the Jewish faith the Saudis do not represent
Islam. I have a great respect for Jews and Judaism. It's people like you
that want to lump all Jews in one category and find criticism of Israel as
anti Semitic, it is not. There are a great many Jews and Israelis who
oppose the actions of the state of Israel but still observe their faith.

yes, fuck Israel for killing Palestinians, fuck Hamas for Killing Israelis.
fuck the USA for killing Iraqis and fuck Saudi Arabia for supporting
ISIS.

This is irresponsible "journalism" meant to discredit my motives. the
goal of my group is to bring people together. Your goal is to create sus-
picion and divide. We are one family, and need to support each other
especially now. The Asper centre just received a bomb threat and that
saddens and sickens me as much as a mosque being vandalized.

I urge you to remove all the falsehoods on this article linking me to any
sort of terrorism. The headline is disgusting and just makes your publi-
cation lose all credibility.

I am flattered that you feel the need to investigate me but know full
well, FF1 and I are here to stand up and defend Jews and Israelis as well
from this emergence of hate that has been coming to our community.  We
need to come together now, there are forces that seek to make us afraid.
And we will not be afraid of hate. If you wish to seek dialogue please feel
free to message me,

shalom, salaam 
Omar Kinnarath

I responded: "I have been posting your comments to the website story,
and while we can continue this exchange on Facebook, I think I've been
fair in getting the explanation for your name into the story. I don't mind
continuing this dialogue but what is going on is a classic illustration of
the mixed messages emanating from someone who thinks his religion is
under attack, yet doesn't shy away from posting comments about other
groups that might be considered offensive. It's awfully hard to hide from
social media posts that may have been made years ago, but can come
back to haunt you. Still, maybe some day you & I could meet and have
an honest discussion in person."

Omar Kinnarath responded: "yes of course I would love that just mes-
sage me anytime and we can meet and talk."

To read more comments about the article, including criticisms of what
I wrote about Omar Kinnarath, go to The Jewish Post & News Facebook
page.

Continued from page 23.

ZOA endorses Israel's anti-BDS law

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- The Zionist Organization of America
endorsed a new Israel law that would ban entry supporters of boycotting
Israel or its settlements, setting it apart from an array of Jewish groups
who oppose the law.

“The ‘boycott, divestment and sanctions’ (‘BDS’) movement against
Israel is unjustified, discriminatory, harmful economic terrorism, pow-
ered by virulent Jew hatred,” the ZOA said Friday in a statement.

“Israel thus has every right to protect herself with this law, which bans
entry of persons who are not Israeli citizens or permanent residents if
they, or the organization in which they are active, knowingly issued a
public call to boycott Israel or pledged to boycott Israel or areas con-
trolled by Israel," the group said.

The law, adopted Monday by the Knesset, bans entry to foreigners who
publicly call for boycotting the Jewish state or its settlements. It has
drawn mounting criticism from American Jewish groups, including the
Anti-Defamation League and the American Jewish Committee, as well as
the Reform and Reconstructionist movements. First to condemn the law
were an array of left-wing Jewish groups, including J Street and the New
Israel Fund.

On Friday, the Association for Israel Studies condemned the law, say-
ing it would turn Israel into an “isolated entity open only to those who
ascribe to official policy.”

The Trump administration has said that border crossings are a sover-
eign matter, but added that it favors free expression.
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In loving memory of our dad
and zaida,

MORRIS
BERENHAUT

who passed away
February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

We miss your warm smile, your
sense of humor and most of all
your storytelling.
Dad, you are always in our
hearts.
— Love,  your  children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

THELMA
CHAPNICK

who passed away
March 8, 2007
18 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
missed and ever loved by her
husband Morris, son Sid,
daughter Sharon, sister
Bernice, many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVIN JOSEPH
COHEN

who passed away
March 18, 1960

19 Days in Adar, 5720
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
57th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED DEVERE
who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

BESSIE
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
With all our love always
Rochelle and Harvey, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RALPH
HAMOVICH

who passed away
February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away
November 4, 2003

10 days in Cheshvan

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

SYLVIA  KNAZAN
who passed away
March 27, 2011

21 days in Adar II

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

KENNETH HOWARD KRONSON
Peacefully, after a brief

battle with cancer, sur-
rounded by his closest
friend and cousins,
Kenneth Howard Kronson,
passed away on February
6, 2017 at the St. Boniface
Hospital in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. He was pre-
ceded in death by his father
Philip, his mother Jessie
and his brother Paul. He
leaves to mourn his wife
Johanna, also of Winnipeg,
his son Jeffrey and daugh-
ter-in-law Jean Kronson,
(grandchildren Mia,
Gabriel and Aaron), of Los

Angeles, CA and his daughter Sari and son-in-law
Wojtek Kuczynski of Goodyear, AZ.

Kenny was born on May 9, 1940 in Winnipeg where
he lived all his life. His early education began at McRae
School in the North End but he went on to greater things
at St. John’s High School, where he lettered in football
as a member of the St. John’s Tigers. His interest in
sports and athletics was life long and he was intensely
involved in soccer and basketball as well. His later life
would be dominated by his love of hockey.

He went on to the University of Manitoba where he
studied Sciences and graduated with a BSC in Phar-
macy in 1962. Around this time he met his first wife
Barbara Kasos of Minneapolis, MN and they were
married in 1964. He had two children with Barbara,
Jeffrey and Sari. Kenny met Johanna Schindle with
whom he spent most of his adult life in 1984 and they
were officially married 26 years later in 2010.

He began working with his father in pharmacy in the
mid-to-late 1960’s. He was very familiar with the
business through his dad’s store, Salter Drugs, which
was active in the North End in the mid-twentieth
century. However, after the family moved south to
River Heights, his father Phil along with a few other
astute pharmacist/businessmen, began the Metro Drugs
franchise. It was a fixture in Winnipeg from 1965 to
1981 when the corporation was sold. Kenny began the
second of three businesses in the early 1980’s, Midwest
Geriatrics, which was devoted to providing prescrip-
tions to Winnipeg’s larger nursing facilities. After
Midwest completed its run in the late eighties Kenny
embarked upon a new project with a new goal, Medi-
Mart Pharmacy on Pembina Highway, which grew
over the next 17 years. He sold Medi-Mart Pharmacy in
2006 and retired from the profession having helped
countless people with affordable prescription drugs,
many for the first time ever.

Kenny’s love of hockey began when his cousin, Ben
Hatskin, brought the Winnipeg Jets and the WHA to
Winnipeg in 1972. When his son Jeff began to play
hockey seriously Ken joined the administration almost
as a natural progression of his love for the game. He was
heavily involved with the Winnipeg South Monarchs.
From there he went on to the Winnipeg South Blues
where he served as President and lifetime Director. He
remained a vital and integral member of the Board up
until his passing. Finally, he was part of the Executive
Board of the World Junior Championships when it was
held in Winnipeg in 1999. His contributions to minor
hockey in Winnipeg will be difficult to duplicate and
the void he leaves will be near impossible to replace.

Easily Kenny’s most significant contribution and
lasting legacy came through sports. Kenny along with
his close friend Ernie Nairn founded the YMHA Sports-
man’s Dinner in 1972, with its first headline speaker
being none other than the NFL coach with the only
perfect season in history, Don Shula. Kenny was the
Dinner’s Chairman until about three years ago. This
remains the first dinner of its kind and is well-known
throughout Canada and parts of the United States as a
groundbreaking fundraiser that has hosted every major
sports figure from almost every sport. From its incep-
tion in 1972 to the most recent dinner in 2016, the “Y”
Sports Dinner chaired by Kenny has raised over seven
million dollars, a feat that may never be replicated. His
passing left an irreplaceable hole in the dinner commit-
tee. Even this year before his death Kenny had sold
more tickets to the dinner than most of the other
committee members combined.

Kenny left a legacy of altruistic volunteerism and
gave of himself tirelessly again and again. To crib
Harvey Rosen in the Winnipeg Jewish Post and News,
“His like shall not pass this way again.”

In lieu of flowers kindly direct donations to the Ken
Kronson Fund, at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY
MEDOFF-

KOPELOW
who passed away

March 4, 2013
22 days in Adar

—A woman of virtue &
compassion who touched all
with her love & generosity.
We will love  you always and
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX NARVEY
who passed away
March 7th, 1953
20 days in Adar

—  Forever lovingly remem-
bered and sadly missed by his
children.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH NEIMAN
who passed away

February 20, 2014
21 days in Adar I

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JONAH
EPHRAIM
NEPON

who passed away
March 3, 2013

21st day of Adar
They say time heals, but that is
not true. Our hearts will never
heal and the pain of losing you
is unbearable. If only of our
love could have saved you, you
would have lived forever.
Your memory will live forever. 
— Forever loved and deeply
missed by mom, your sisters
Amber (Joe), Mara (Sal),
Rachel, Micah, Dana and
Meirav and your brothers
Adam (Day) and Seth
(Braeley). Nieces Hannah
Cohen, Yael and Simcha
Pellettieri and nephews
Jordan and Asher Cohen and
Meir Pellettieri.
– Jonah, I’ll love you forever,
I’ll like you for always. As
long as I’m living my baby
you’ll be. Love mom.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba

MIRIAM
PFEFFER-
MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EARL PITCH

who passed away
March 13, 2015
22 days in Adar

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Tsipie,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

GITEL and WILLIAM RAIZEN
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

— Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

April 5, 1982
12 Days in Nissan

March 23, 1984
20 Days in Adar II

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HINDA RITTER
who passed away

April 3, 2016
24 days in Adar 2

– Forever in our hearts
Sidney,
Michael, Flynn & Halley
Beth, Bobby, Zach, Jessica &
Stefanie
Alan, Jennifer, Brianna &
Maddy
Andrea, Francie & Sari

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS RUBIN
who passed away

March 8, 2016
29th of Adar I, 5776

—Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by his wife
Colette, his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

1st Yahrzeit

— Ever remembered and sadly missed and loved…always by
their children Julius and Marsha, Sheldon and Randy and
grandchildren Carrie, Robyn and Jay.

ETTA
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
March 19, 1996
29 Days in Adar

ISRAEL
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
April 12, 1983

29 Days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM (Simon)
GREENFELD

who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

BILL SHELL
who passed away

November 25, 2015
13th day of Kislev, 5776

RUTH SHELL
who passed away

April 2, 2016
23rd day of Adar II, 5776

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by Marli & David and
Family.
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In loving memory of

YORAM BARR
who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved mother and

grandmother

TOBY RUTH
GALL (SEGAL)

who passed away
February 26, 1995
26 Days in Adar I

In our hearts every day.
Missing you more than words
can say.
— Lovingly remembered by
your sons, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren, nephews,
nieces and friends.

In loving memory of

ALLAN GRANT
who passed away

April 4, 2003
2 Days in Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
GARDNER
who passed away
March 29, 1995

27 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN (NATE)
JACOBSON

who passed away
March 21, 1996

2 Days in Nisan, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

21st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM MINUK
who passed away
March 26, 2014

24 Days in Adar II
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER PIERCE
who passed away

February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOLLY PITCH
who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYBIL ROSE
ROSSMAN
who passed away
March 14, 1991

29 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In loving memory of

DR. NATHAN
STREIFLER

who passed away
February 26, 1976
25 days in Adar 1

—Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by his
wife Sheila, children Leesa
(Kenneth), and Marc (Cindy)
grandsons Riley, Jesse and
Seth Streifler, Daniel Bell,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
41st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STANLEY
THOW

who passed away
February 28, 2016
19 days in Adar I

Always remembered for his
strength, friendship and
enthusiasm for life.
– Sadly missed by his wife
Allyne, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and
loved forever by his daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 22

In loving memory of

PEARL
(CHOROST)

FINK
who passed away
March 29, 2014

27 days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MANUEL
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 25, 2003

21 Days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of a loving
mother, mother-in-law

and baba

BESSIE
(SIDEMAN)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Day in Adar

Missing you always.
– Love Sheldon, Adelle,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

14th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FREDA LEIBL
who passed away
March 26, 2006
26 Days in Adar

Thank you for the quality of life
you gave us in so many ways.
We love you and miss you still.
— Your family and friends.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GOLDYE
STERN

who passed away
March 3, 2000
27 days in Adar

Wonderful memories keep you
forever near.
— So cherished and sadly
missed by your daughter
Farron, son Mel, sister Rosalie
London, your dear grand-
children and great grand-
children, your devoted family,
and all your friends who were
so special to you.

In loving memory of

JACK WILDER
who passed away

March 5, 1978
26 Days in Adar II

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
39th Yahrzeit

The People and the Books
18 Classics of Jewish Literature
Adam Kirsch
W. W. Norton and Company, New York,
2016, 407 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

The People and the Books is one man’s
take on 18 of the most significant literary
works in Jewish history. The books that are
discussed range in time all the way from the
biblical book of Deuteronomy to the early
twentieth century writing of Sholem Aleichem.

The author, Adam Kirsch, is the director of the master’s pro-
gram in Jewish studies at Columbia. He has published extensive-
ly, mainly poetry and literary criticism.

Kirsch identifies four common themes that run through the
books that he discusses. They are God, the Torah, the Land of
Israel and the Jewish people. He states that for Judaism these are
all inseparable “so that to ask about one is to ask about the others”.
The big issues for Jews in our times – assimilation, nationhood
and providence – are issues of God, the Torah, the Land of Israel
and the Jewish people, and “are not new in Jewish history but
have been part of it from the very beginning”.

Here are the 18 works that Kirsch deals with:
1. Deuteronomy
2. The Book of Esther
3. The Exposition of the Laws – Philo of Alexandria
4. The Jewish War – Flavius Josephus
5. Pirkei Avot
6. The Itinerary – Benjamin of Tudela
7. The Kuzari – Yehuda Halevi
8. The Guide of the Perplexed – Moses Maimonides
9. The Zohar
10. The Tzenerene
11. The Memoirs of Gluckel of Hameln
12. Theological-Political Treatise – Baruch Spinoza
13. The Autobiography of Solomon Maimon
14. Jerusalem – Moses Mendelssohn 
15. The Tales of Nachman of Bratslav
16. The Jewish State – Theodore Herzl
17. Old New Land - Theodore Herzl
18. Tevye the Dairyman – Sholem Aleichem

Most likely you will look at this list and see titles
with which you are very familiar, others you may not
have looked at for a long time and some which are
brand new to you. For myself I knew almost nothing
about The Tzenerene and had never heard of Gluckel
of Hameln. The former was first published in 1590.
It was written by Joseph ben Isaac Ashkenazi in
Yiddish, the daily language of Eastern Europe, and
went through over 200 editions. “Incorporating tra-
ditional commentaries, myths, worldly advice, and
lessons in female virtue, The Tzenerene was for cen-
turies the book that did the most to shape Jewish
women’s lives.”

Kirsch describes The Tzenerene as a didactic book
– it leaves no ambiguity of the kind often found in
the Talmud in presenting definite views about what
constitutes a good Jewish woman. Its approach is
primarily Midrashic – turning around the biblical
stories with which it deals to fit in with the picture
that it wishes to paint.

For example, take the well-known story of the rape
of Dinah, the daughter of Jacob, by Shechem

(Genesis 34). In Genesis the story
reads as a tale of one man’s lust carried
too far, followed by the brutal revenge
upon him and his kin by Dinah’s broth-
ers. Dinah is clearly the victim. 

However, The Tzenerene turns the
story on its ear and makes her a villain,
bringing the rape upon herself.
“Dinah’s rape was the result of her fail-
ure to stay modestly at home, and so
essentially her own fault.’”It draws its

moral for all Jewish women: “So too should (a good) wife grace
her home from within, sending her children out into the world to
study Torah.” Some arguments never go out of style!

Kirsch’s writing can be appropriately described as sympathetic
literary criticism. He wishes to acquaint the reader with important
Jewish books that he clearly respects and admires. But he also
wants to explain something about them. What is the context in
which the author wrote, both socially and personally? What were
the limitations of that era? What can modern readers still learn
from each work? What no longer makes sense? Why should we
read each of these books?

To quote Kirsch from the last paragraph of The People and the
Books:

“In the long perspective of Jewish history, our own era – which
appears so unique and in some ways really is unique – can be seen
as offering a new formulation to these ancient questions. If the
answers keep changing while the questions keep being asked,
what is this but a sign that the story of Judaism has not yet reached
its conclusion?” What a satisfying ending! 

(The People and the Books is available from the Winnipeg
Public Library)

Author examines common themes that run through great Jewish literary works
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If you want to talk about a “power couple” one
particular couple that might come to mind is the
husband and wife team made up of two former
Winnipeggers now living in Vancouver: Debbi-
Jo Matias and  Kevin Filkow. Kevin and Debbi-
Jo, both born in 1968, are the children of the late
Sharon and Kenneth Filkow and Rhonda
(Rykiss) Matias of Toronto and Robert Matias of
Winnipeg. Both had the same schooling, starting

together at Ramah Hebrew School, and were even in the same class. They
continued to remain close throughout BBYO, summer camps and high
school years. 

In 1991, Debbi-Jo moved to Vancouver where she began a course in
accounting with Deloitte and Touche, LLP, and two years later, Kevin
moved to Vancouver from Toronto where he had been in law school after
two years at the University of Toronto. And when Kevin arrived in
Vancouver, whom did he contact about finding a roommate: his future wife.
That is a hard one to believe, but those are the facts. From this beginning
came a relationship which ultimately blossomed into marriage in 2005.
Two sons, Jesse and Ari, followed in 2007 and 2008. 

Now, this couple clearly is well grounded as each runs a private practice,
one as a lawyer and the other as an accountant. Since 1994, Kevin has prac-
ticed criminal litigation, both in trial and appellate work. Between 2001
and 2013, he was a partner at Michaels and Filkow, a prominent boutique
criminal law firm representing private clients with respect to what might be
termed  “sensitive matters”. Since 2013, Kevin has been the principal
owner and operator of Filkow Law, a distinguished criminal defence firm.
The office has grown into several offices now with branches established in
Richmond, Vancouver, Surrey and Kelowna, B.C. It is fair to say that
Kevin’s late father, a prominent Winnipeg lawyer, took great pride in his
son’s accomplishments with good reason. 

As for Debbi-Jo, she is someone who might be described as a proactive
Chartered Professional Accountant - someone who helps business owners
of every stream. Her practice area encompasses audit and review engage-
ments, film tax credit preparation and filing, acting as a liaison with CRA
actors and, of course, income tax returns. Her career began in Vancouver in
1991 and that career has taken her in public practice to New York, Toronto

and then back to Vancouver. During that period, she worked for interna-
tional and regional accounting firms. All of this success was a result of her
first becoming a Chartered Accountant upon completion of her Bachelor of
Commerce at the University of Manitoba. And now she is the owner of
Debbi-Jo Matias Inc. 

Matias-Filkow are involved in both provincial and federal political life in
BC. Fitness is a big part of their lives. Kevin is both a tennis and hockey
player; Debbi-Jo is the runner. Their two sons, of course, are their great
focus, particularly now that son Jesse has become a successful child actor,
appearing in Hollywood films and television programs. 

With all of that, what remains crucial to this couple is their strong ties to
the Winnipeg community. Each summer, they return to Winnipeg and
Winnipeg Beach where their children attend camp. And Kevin still retains
an ownership in the family business, which many readers will know as
Klondike Sterling Glove - now as part of the third Filkow generation to be
involved. With roots like those, the Matias-Filkows, though living in
Vancouver, are never far from Winnipeg. 

Debbi-Jo Matias & Kevin Filkow: Power Couple
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Gerry Posner

Debbi-Jo Matias and Kevin Filkow 
with their sons Jesse and Ari

By

GERRY POSNER
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Yiddish Summer Institute in Ottawa:
Learn Yiddish in Six Weeks!

submitted by Rebecca Margolis, Vered Jewish Canadian Studies
Program, University of Ottawa (rmargoli@uOttawa.ca)

Yiddish is the language of a thousand years of European Jewish civilization
and the shared language of most of the Jewish immigrants who settled in
Canada. Over the last century, Yiddish has evolved a rich literature, musical
tradition, theatre, and cinema. Today there are many innovative initiatives to
explore Yiddish, including the digitization of all of Yiddish literature and new
movies and television. As part of this Yiddish renaissance, the University of
Ottawa is offering an exciting opportunity to learn and engage with the lan-
guage and culture in a Yiddish Summer Institute. 

Running daily from May 1-June 13, this introductory course in Yiddish lan-
guage and culture will allow diverse students to learn to speak, read, write,
sing, and explore Yiddish literature and culture in an intensive format that is
unique in Canada. The program consists of daily Yiddish language classes in
the mornings plus weekly cultural activities, including theatre workshops, film
screenings and performances. It will conclude with a field trip to Yiddish
Montreal, including a visit to local Yiddish-speaking Hasidic neighbourhoods
and a live theatre performance. Students who have successfully completed the
course will receive six university credits and be able to hold a basic conversa-
tion like a native speaker; read a Yiddish newspaper or other text with the help
of a dictionary; write about a variety of topics and in multiple formats (letters,
poetry, short film scripts, etc.); and know at least 20 Yiddish songs. They will
also be familiar with many aspects of Yiddish culture from Eastern Europe
through present-day Canada including music, literature, theatre and film. 

The course is open to all students – university students as well as mature stu-
dents – and no previous background is required aside form a willingness to
work hard in a very rigorous university class. It will be of particular interest to
students who require Yiddish language reading knowledge for their research;
are interested in Yiddish performance of theatre or music; who want to learn
more about Eastern European Jewish culture; who wish to be able to translate
out of or into Yiddish; who seek to be creative in Yiddish; who enjoy learning
new languages or for whom Yiddish is a family or heritage language. For stu-
dents coming from outside of the Ottawa area, on-campus housing is available,
as is funding to offset the cost of travel. As a bonus, the course takes place at
the University of Ottawa’s beautiful downtown campus during the city’s
breathtaking Tulip Festival as well as the country’s 150th birthday celebrations. 

As a scholar and instructor of Yiddish with over 20 years’ experience teach-
ing Yiddish to children and adults in university and community settings
including New York’s YIVO summer program and the Yiddish Book Center
in Amherst, I am excited to be able to offer this intensive course at my home
university. I invite you all to come and lern zikh yidish! 

All information regarding the program, registration, financial support, and
housing is found at www.yiddishottawa.com. Registration opens at the end of
March, first-come, first-served. For more information, please contact
Rebecca Margolis, the coordinator and instructor for the course, at rmar-
goli@uottawa.ca.

Why former US envoy Dan
Shapiro keeps staying in Israel 

By ANDREW 
TOBIN

R A A N A N A ,
Israel (JTA) – Dan
Shapiro can’t seem
to leave Israel.

Before stepping
down as the U.S.
ambassador to the
country in January,
he said he would
stay long enough
for his daughters to
finish the school
year. On March 5,
he announced he
would be sticking
around even longer to join the Institute for National Security Studies, a
top think tank in Tel Aviv. He and his wife, along with their three daugh-
ters, are living within commuting distance, in a rental house in an upscale
neighborhood of Raanana.

“I can say the primary reason we made the decision was to let the kids
finish their school year. But we are very much looking forward to the
opportunity to experience life in Israel as a normal family,” he said in an
interview next to his backyard pool, which he hopes to get a chance to
use this summer. “It was something we considered long ago, like many
Jewish parents.”

Shapiro acknowledged it was somewhat unusual for him to remain in
the country after his service. But his ties to Israel are much more than
professional. The six years he spent representing the Obama administra-
tion here were part of a lifelong commitment to the country.

Shapiro first visited in 1973, when he was four years old. His parents,
both English professors at the University of Illinois, brought him and his
young siblings to Jerusalem for a sabbatical. When the Yom Kippur War
broke out in October, they abandoned their research to contribute to the
war effort – volunteering at a bakery, a chicken coop and a school, “any-
where jobs had been left vacant by men who went to fight,” Shapiro said.

The experience left an impression on Shapiro, who still recalls the air
raid sirens and bomb shelters. It also created a connection between his
family and Israel that persisted after they returned home to Champaign,
Illinois.

“By the time we left, we as a family, our relationship with Israel had
been transformed, and it really forged a bond that I don’t think would
have happened without the war,” Shapiro said. “For the rest of my child-
hood, Israel was this very, very prominent part of life and discussion.”

Shapiro returned to Israel in 1987 for a gap year before college and
again in 1989 for a year abroad at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem
with his then-girlfriend Julie Fisher, whom he had met at a Reform
Jewish summer camp in Wisconsin and started dating as a counselor
there. Building on the Hebrew he learned at the camp and at synagogue
growing up, Shapiro became fluent in the language.

“I just fell in love with Israel, and I knew from then that I would keep
coming back,” Shapiro said.

After returning to the United States, Shapiro and Fisher both graduated
from Brandeis University. They got married in 1992 while Shapiro was
earning a master’s degree in Near Eastern and Judaic Studies at Harvard
University. When he graduated, they moved to Washington, D.C, where
Shapiro did political and consulting work on Capitol Hill and Fisher
worked at a prominent local Jewish day school. Between 2000 and 2006,
they had a daughter and adopted two others from Guatemala.

Sometimes, the couple plotted ways to spend a year in Israel, waiting
for a time when the kids were old enough to “really get something out of
it, as I did,” Shapiro said.

Those plans were set aside during Barack Obama’s presidential cam-
paign in 2008, though they did manage a “great” family trip to Israel after
the Democratic primaries, he said. Shapiro was one of many Chicago-
area Jews who advised Obama when he was a Democratic U.S. senator
for Illinois, including on his first trip to Israel in 2006, and worked on the
campaign.

It turned out, he said, that he and Obama shared similar political views:
They are both consensus-minded progressives when it comes to the U.S.,
and strong supporters of a two-state solution in Israel – in part to ensure
Israel’s Jewish and democratic character. The idea of a homeland also
resonated with Obama, he said.

“But of course I understood that wherever  my family and I actually
ended up choosing to live, our destiny was going to be shaped in part by
the survival and the success of Israel and that we wanted to be connect-
ed to it. Whether living in it or whether living in the Diaspora, that con-
nection was really profound and a direct
connection. I think it’s a little different Continued on next page.

Former U.S. Ambassador to Israel Dan
Shapiro standing in his backyard in
Raanana, Israel, March 2, 2017 (Andrew Tobin)
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for a non-Jewish person.”
After serving several years as a

Middle East advisor on the National Security Council, Shapiro in 2011
was appointed ambassador to Israel. The family moved into the official
residence in Herzliya, just east of Raanana, and began attending a
Conservative synagogue, as they had in Washington. The only person to
attend every meeting between Obama and Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, Shapiro was often caught in the crossfire of the
leaders’ famously contentious relationship.

When Shapiro criticized Israeli policy in the West Bank last January, a
former Netanyahu advisor publicly called him a “little Jew boy.” And after
Secretary of State John Kerry’s speech in December blasting Israeli set-
tlement expansion, Netanyahu summoned Shapiro for a dressing down.

But Shapiro said he had a friendly working relationship with the prime
minister. ”My personal relationship with Netanyahu was always very
good, very warm. We were able to talk candidly,” he said. “There were
definitely occasions where we had meetings that reflected the tensions
between our governments, but it was never personal.”

Shapiro was well-liked in Jerusalem, even among right wing ministers
and lawmakers. At a farewell party for Shapiro at the Knesset on Jan. 17,
ministers from the ruling Likud party heaped praise on him even while
acknowledging U.S.-Israel tensions. Minister Yuval Steinitz, a close ally
of Netanyahu, called him “the best U.S. ambassador to Israel the country
has ever had.” Shapiro’s most important role – “fulfilled in an impeccable
manner during a period of passionate disagreements and difficult condi-
tions” – was as a “shock absorber,” he said.

Asked if there was a downside to an ambassador having a personal con-
nection to the country where he serves – as does David Friedman,
President Donald Trump’s ardently pro-settlement ambassador-designate
– Shapiro said it had worked for him. But he stressed the importance of
serving the entire country. Shapiro made an unprecedented effort to do
this, regularly appearing in mainstream, national religious and haredi
media.

“I thought it was ‘davka’ important to have very open, very friendly dia-
logue with parts of the society that I didn’t know and maybe that we
wouldn’t agree on certain issues,” he said, noting that the ambassador ulti-
mately acts and speaks on behalf of the president.

Since leaving his post on Jan. 20, Shapiro has been speaking for himself.
He has written opinion articles, including one for Foreign Affairs laying
out some of the potential benefits of a well-managed move of the U.S.
embassy from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv. And he has opened a new personal
Twitter account, where he posts wonky takes on Israel-U.S. relations,
including threads that are widely shared among journalists and influencers
in the Jewish world.

He has not shied away from tweeting criticism of Trump on the issues
he knows best: Israel, diplomacy and Jews. Over the past month, Shapiro
dismissed the president’s stated willingness to give up on a Palestinian
state as “theater,” said the administration was “stunningly dumb” to nix
former Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Salam Fayyad ’s appointment
as a U.N. envoy, and repeatedly questioned the White House’s failure –
until recently – to condemn the bomb threats against Jewish community
centers across the United States.

“Seriously, what is wrong with him?” he tweeted of the president on
Feb. 15. “… I can’t understand why he can’t condemn blatant anti-
Semitism when he sees it.”

Asked if he is enjoying speaking his mind, Shapiro laughed and gave a
diplomatic answer. “I am. I can’t deny that. I spent more than 20 years of
my life in government service, which I’m very proud of and was very con-
tent to do. But of course it comes with the built-in restriction that you
articulate publicly the policy of the people you work for,” he said.

Still, Shapiro has largely kept his disagreements with the Israeli govern-
ment to himself, sticking to touting the country’s LGBT-friendly culture
and high-tech prowess. He explained that he has a different relationship
with Israel than with the United States.

“As a concerned and patriotic American citizen, I think I have every
right and even responsibility to say what I think and offer my best – hope-
fully constructive – commentary and analysis about my own government,
and that means there will be times that it will include criticism,” he said.
“I try to maintain a more analytical approach to policy questions from the
point of view of the Israeli government. You know, I remain a guest in this
country, and I think that’s an appropriate way for me to conduct my activ-
ities at this stage.”

Shapiro said along with his research at INSS, he plans to continue writ-
ing, including possibly a memoir. Fisher is looking for a job in education.
Their daughters will start a new school year in the fall, he said, and it
would be a shame to move in the middle of their studies. 
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