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Jewish Child and Family Service, synagogues looking
into contingency plans for unmarked graves

By MYRON LOVE 
In our tradition, we

believe in honouring
those who have passed
away and one of the
ways we honour them is
by erecting headstones.

But what happens in
cases where the
deceased has no family
to fulfill that obliga-
tion?

The question was
raised for this writer by
an email from a friend
who is trying to raise
money to put up a head-
stone for just such an
individual – a woman in her late 60s or early
70s who passed away last fall and had no fam-
ily or support group and thus no one to arrange
a headstone for her.

Although the situation is rare, says Jonathan
Buchwald, the executive director of
Congregation Etz Chayim, it is a situation that
both Congregations Etz Chayim and Shaarey
Zedek as well as the Jewish Child and Family
Service are aware of.

“This is something we looked into years
ago,” says Al Benarroch, executive director of
the Jewish Child and Family Service. “My pre-
decessor, Emily Shane, and I have both tried to
get a sense of the level of need. We know that
there are a number of unmarked graves at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, for example.”

Ian Staniloff, the Shaarey Zedek’s executive
director, notes that the Shaarey Zedek and Etz
Chayim (which has responsibility for the Bnay
Abraham, Hebrew Sick and Rosh Pina
Cemeteries) do take turns paying for burials for
individuals in the community who are alone an
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Continued on next page. See “Headstones”.

lack sufficient funds to pay for the funeral
and burial costs, headstones are a different
matter.

“Lately, we have been working with a
supplier who is prepared over a period of
time to install nice-looking granite pillow
stones with the deceased’s name on them.”

While it doesn’t happen often that one
dies and has no one to erect a headstone,
Staniloff notes, there are 20-30 unmarked
graves at the cemetery.

While most of the stones at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery are headstones, there is
one section where all of the burials have
pillow stones. Pillow stones, therefore,
would not look out of place.

Congregation Etz Chayim has also begun
working with monument building compa-
nies that may be prepared to donate mark-
ers, Buchwald reports. “We are talking
about something simple,” he says.

Pew: 48 percent of Israeli Jews want Arabs out of country

By BEN SALES
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Nearly half of Jewish-Israelis want to expel Arabs

from the country.
That’s one of several findings from a new survey of Israeli attitudes on

religion, politics and Jewish identity conducted by the U.S.-based Pew
Research Center.

Coming just three years after Pew’s much-discussed study of Jewish-
Americans, the Israel study depicts a country divided by religion and eth-
nicity, where Jews of opposing religious outlooks rarely associate and mar-
riages that cross the Jewish-Arab divide almost never happen.

Israel is 81 percent Jewish and 19 percent non-Jewish, according to the
survey. Among the Jews, half are secular. The other half is divided among
traditional (29 percent), religious Zionists (13 percent) and haredi
Orthodox (9 percent).

The study, which was released Tuesday morning, is based on 5,600 inter-
views with Israelis conducted between October 2014 and May 2015. It has
a margin of error of 2.9 percent on questions asked of Jews and 5.6 percent
for those asked of Muslims. Many of the findings confirm commonly held
views about Israel, but here are six that may surprise you.

1. Nearly half of Jewish-Israelis want Israel to be Arab-free.
Israeli politicians often tout Israel’s Arab minority as proof of the coun-

try’s diversity and democracy.
But nearly half of Israel’s Jews want to see that minority forcibly

removed.
Forty-eight percent of Jewish-Israelis agreed or strongly agreed with the

statement “Arabs should be expelled or transferred from Israel.” Slightly
fewer (46 percent) disagreed or strongly disagreed.

Support for removal draws largely from right-wing Israelis. Almost
three-quarters (72 percent) of self-identified right-wing Jews agreed that
Arabs should leave Israel, as did 71 percent of religious Zionists and 59
percent of the haredi Orthodox. Among left-wing Jews, 10 percent said yes
to forcible transfer.

2. Jewish-Israelis are less liberal and more religious than Jewish-
Americans.

Across the board, Jewish-Israelis tack significantly to the right of Jewish-
Americans. While nearly half of Jewish-Americans call themselves “liber-
al,” according to a 2015 Pew survey of American religion, the figure for
left-wing Jewish-Israelis is just 8 percent. More than one-third of Jewish-
Israelis say they are right-wing, compared to just 19 percent of Jewish-
Americans who called themselves conservative in Pew’s 2013 study.

Those differences are particularly apparent with respect to Israeli-
Palestinian relations. Sixty-one percent of Jewish-Americans say “Israel
and an independent Palestinian state can coexist peacefully,” according to
Pew’s 2013 survey, while only 43 percent of Jewish-Israelis feel similarly.
Sixty-one percent of Jewish-Israelis say God gave Israel to the Jews, a view
that even 51 percent of non-Orthodox Israelis endorsed. Only 40 percent of
Jewish-Americans agree. A plurality of Jewish-Israelis (42 percent) believe
settlements make Israel more secure, as opposed to just 17 percent of
Jewish-Americans.

Israelis are also more religious than Jewish-Americans. More than a
quarter of Israelis attend weekly services, compared to about one-tenth of
the Americans. Half of Jewish-Israelis believe in God with absolute cer-
tainty, compared to one-third of Jewish-Americans, and nearly half of
Jewish-Israelis don’t handle money on Shabbat, while almost all Jewish-
Americans do.

3. Two-thirds of Jewish-Israelis keep kosher.
Israelis vary widely in their religious observance. Most religious Israelis

pray daily, while their secular counterparts can go years without setting
foot in a synagogue. One quarter of Jewish-Israelis say they observe no
religious traditions.

But some Jewish customs have gained something akin to a consensus fol-
lowing in Israel. Nearly all Jewish-Israelis attend a Passover seder and

Continued on page 9. See “Pew”.
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Holocaust and Human Rights Symposium
at U of W March 17

The Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre of the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada is presenting its 15th

Annual Holocaust and Human Rights
Symposium on March 17, 2016 9:30 am to
2:30 pm at the University of Winnipeg’s
Duckworth Centre.

Within the context of the 20th century, the
Holocaust is unfortunately the ultimate proto-
type for the study of human rights violations
by virtue of the systematic nature employed by
the Nazis and their collaborators to eradicate a
people - from political oppression, judicial and
economic discrimination to the use of scientif-
ic, racial, and cultural theories and arguments
which required the mobilization of every insti-
tution of Nazi Germany’s political and civil
society. The narrative is a human one as well
as Jewish one. We are very fortunate to still
have among us Holocaust survivors who are
willing and able to share their stories with stu-
dents in their quest to combat hate and racism
and promote human rights. In the afternoon,
we will be featuring a Kurdish refugee to
Canada who is now a law student at the
University of Manitoba.

This year, we are pleased to present Pinchas
Gutter as our keynote speaker, a survivor of the
Warsaw Ghetto and several concentrations
camps, including Buchenwald. Born into a
well established family, that can trace its roots
back 400 years in Poland, Pinchas was born in Lodz and was seven years
old when the war broke out. He is a survivor of the Warsaw Ghetto where
he and his family lived for three and a half years until April 1943, the
time of the Ghetto uprising. The family was deported to the death camp
of Majdanek, where the rest of his family was murdered by the Nazis.
Pinchas survived six concentration camps and a death march toward the
end of the war. Russian forces liberated him on May 8,1945 and, under
the auspices of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation
Administration (UNRRA), he was taken to Britain with other children for
rehabilitation. After spending many years in South Africa he immigrated
to Canada where he resides. Pinchas divides his time between speaking
about the Holocaust and volunteering as an honourary cantor at a Toronto
synagogue, a lay chaplain at the Baycrest Jewish Home for the Aged in
Toronto, also at a local prison. He has testified before many young peo-
ple in Canada and around the world about his struggle for survival. He
explains: “I tell my story for the purpose of improving humanity, drop by
drop by drop. Like a drop of water falls on a stone and erodes it, so, hope-
fully, by telling my story over and over again I will achieve the purpose
of making the world a better place to live in.” These words so impressed
US President Barack Obama that he cited them in a 2014 speech.

Kobra Rahimi
Kobra was born in a refugee camp in Southern Iraq after her parents

fled their town in Iran when the war between Iran and Iraq began in 1979.
The family spent 22 years living in this camp where Kobra lived until the
age of 15. She immigrated to Canada in 2001 making Winnipeg her
home. Despite having attended school only for Grades 1 and 2, upon
arrival in Canada, Kobra went directly into Grade 9. Overcoming this dif-
ficulty, she managed to graduate from high school and graduate from the
University of Winnipeg with a Bachelor of Arts in Criminal Justice. She
is currently in her second year of Law at the University of Manitoba.

(This problem doesn’t apply to
the Rosh Pina Cemetery because
all the gravemarkers are bronze
plaques on the ground.)

“It’s rare for someone not to have anyone to erect a headstone,” he adds.
“Usually there is a public trustee or the Jewish Child and Family Service
who will look after the headstone.”

“We have been in discussion with the Jewish Child and Family Service
about establishing a special fund for these situations, but nothing has been
firmed up yet.”

Al Benarroch reports that the Jewish Child and Family Service is work-
ing with this writer’s friend to raise money for the headstone.

Benarroch suggests that this should be a community effort. He is propos-
ing that some of the smaller synagogues in our community may want to
consider taking on this matter as projects and work with the Jewish Child
and Family Service to create a permanent fund to deal with situations such
as this when they arise.
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MARCH FOR THE MARCH 
 

APRIL 3, 2016 
 
 
 
THE 2014 MARCH OF THE LIVING COMMITTEE INVITES YOU TO PARTICIPATE IN A 5.6 KILOMETER WALK 
FROM THE HOLOCAUST MONUMENT AT THE LEGISLATIVE GROUNDS TO THE ASPER JEWISH COMMUNITY 

CAMPUS. 
 
 

 
 10:30 11:30 AM REGISTRATION AT THE RADY JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
 11:30 AM  BUSES DEPART FROM THE ASPER JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPUS 
 
 12:00 NOON  OPENING PROGRAM AT THE HOLOCAUST MONUMENT 
 
 12:05 1:30 PM THE MARCH 5.6 KM ROUTE 
 
 1:45 2:15 PM  REFRESHMENTS IN THE ADULT LOUNGE 
 

REGISTRATION 
 
ON THE DAY OF THE MARCH, PLEASE BRING THE PLEDGE SHEET WITH THE COLLECTED MONEY.  PLEDGES 

WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED UNLESS ALL PLEDGE FUNDS HAVE BEEN COLLECTED. 
FOR THOSE WHO DO NOT WANT TO OBTAIN PLEDGES, THE COST OF PARTICIPATION IS $10 PER  

INDIVIDUAL OR $18 PER FAMILY.  
 

 
BRING A FRIEND!  WEAR BLUE TO SHOW SUPPORT 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT ROBERTA MALAM AT 480.7550 
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Abbas reportedly turned down new 
US peace initiative presented by Biden

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) – Palestinian
Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas
turned down a U.S.
peace initiative pre-
sented to him during a
West Bank meeting
with Vice President
Joe Biden, a
Palestinian newspaper
reported.

The report in the
Jerusalem-based Al-
Quds cited a “source familiar with the details” from Wednesday’s meeting
in Ramallah, the seat of the P.A.

The new American initiative to restart peace talks included designating
eastern Jerusalem as the capital of the future Palestinian state, halting set-
tlement construction in the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem, Palestinian
recognition of Israel as a Jewish state and giving up the demand for a
Palestinian “right of return.”

Palestinian political analysts played down the significance of Biden’s
visit to Ramallah and his proposal, according to Al-Quds.

Meanwhile, Abbas also reportedly praised as a “martyr” a Palestinian
woman who tried to kill an Israeli soldier in a car-ramming attack last week
at the Gush Etzion junction in the West Bank.

The letter was sent to the parents of Amani Husni Sabatin, 34, from the
Palestinian Embassy in Jordan, whose ambassador is reportedly related to
the attacker, according to the Times of Israel.

“We see in her a martyr who watered the pure earth of Palestine with her
blood,” Abbas wrote, and signed it “Your brother, Mahmoud Abbas, pres-
ident of the State of Palestine.”

Also Wednesday, Kerry following a meeting with Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in Jerusalem criticized the failure of Palestinian and
international leaders to condemn terror attacks in Israel.

MAHMOUD
ABBAS

JOE BIDEN



Former Winnipegger Jonas Chernick to premiere his latest film –
set completely in Manitoba! 

By BERNIE BELLAN
Four years ago Winnipeg-born

Jonas Chernick found great success
with a movie which he both wrote
and starred in – as well as helped
produce, titled “My Awkward
Sexual Adventure.”

Winnipeggers enjoyed picking
out some well-known locations that
were featured in that movie, such
as the Fort Garry Hotel; as well,
many locals had cameo roles and it
was fun to recognize them while
watching what was also a very
entertaining  - and a very bawdy
movie.

Starting April 15, once again
Winnipeggers are going to be able
to enjoy watching another Jonas
Chernick movie – this time one
shot almost entirely in Manitoba –
(also this time the film does not
pretend to be set anywhere but
Manitoba). But, let’s admit it: We
tend to treat locally produced movies and television shows differently than
those produced elsewhere. I’m sure that a good many Winnipeggers will sit
through a local production that they would have turned off much earlier had
they known it was made somewhere else. We tend to give passing grades
to local productions that probably wouldn’t pass muster elsewhere.

That wasn’t the case with “My Awkward Sexual Adventure”, however,
which went on to win numerous awards in addition to scoring well at the
box office (and on pay per view sites). I especially got a kick out of find-
ing out from Chernick that “Adventure” had the third best opening for a
film in Lithuania. (Can anyone explain that?)

This time around though, Chernick has written
a much more serious film that still contains
many moments of levity. It’s also a touching
story about a father (played by Chernick) and
daughter (played by the marvelous Joey King)
coming to terms with their difficult relationship
during the course of a crazy road trip that takes
them all the way from Winnipeg to Churchill
with many detours on the way. (Of course, any-
one familiar with Manitoba geography will
immediately recognize the impossibility of the
route the movie traces, as for instance, when the
trip goes from Dauphin to the South Beach
Casino, then on to Flin Flon. Still, it’s great fun
seeing so many Manitoba venues featured in a
film that aren’t meant to be substitutes for other
locations.)

In an e-mail I received from Chernick, he
wrote that “I’m very pleased to announce that

my new film, BOREALIS,
which I wrote, produced and
star in, is opening across
Canada, including an April
15th opening at Grant Park
Cinemas in Winnipeg. 

“I star in the film opposite
Kevin Pollak (Usual Suspects,
A Few Good Men) and Joey
King (Fargo, Wish I Was
Here). The movie has done
very well for us thus far... 

“We played to sold-out
houses at many Canadian fes-
tivals, including winning a
Special Jury Mention for Best
Performance (Joey King) at
the Vancouver International
Film Festival, and rave
reviews at Montreal World
Film Festival, Calgary
International Film Festival,
Edmonton International Film

Festival, Cinefest Sudbury, Kingston Canadian Film Festival… and a
Canadian Screen Award nomination (the first one for ANY of my and
Sean’s collaborations). You can check out those reviews, and a trailer, at
www.borealisthemovie.com.

“Meanwhile, we’re gearing up for the theatrical release, which will see
the film play in over ten cities across the country.”

We’ll have much more about “Borealis” in our March 30 issue, including
a full review of the film. 
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Video appears to show prone Tel
Aviv attacker shot by volunteer cop

JERUSALEM (JTA) – A video taken after
a Palestinian man was subdued and prone on
the ground following his stabbing spree in the
Tel Aviv area appears to show a volunteer
policeman shooting him after he was no longer
a threat.

Israel Police reportedly have opened an
investigation into the death of Bashar
Massalha, 22, who stabbed a dozen people at
and near the Jaffa Port, killing an American
graduate student.

In the video, the volunteer and a police offi-
cer are seen with their guns drawn on the
assailant, while people milling about can be
heard encouraging them to shoot him in the
head. A shot is heard that appears to come
from the volunteer’s gun. The policeman yells
at the volunteer, asking him why he is shoot-
ing for no reason.

The video, which is posted on YouTube, has
been sent for examination to the Israel Police
Internal Investigations Department and the
Justice Ministry, according to reports. 



Word came this week that yet another publica-
tion will soon be ceasing operation. This time it’s
Outlook, a cerebral magazine put out by a left-
wing Jewish organization, the United Jewish
People’s Order. Frankly, I was surprised that a
publication dependent largely upon subscriptions
and contributions from supporters, such as
Outlook was, was able to last this long in the
internet age.

I wasn’t an avid reader of Outlook, but it did offer an interesting perspec-
tive on Jewish affairs that is sorely lacking in most Jewish publications
these days.

The era of widely read left-wing Jewish publications is long past, which
isn’t at all surprising as the radical Jewish movements that first took hold
around the world in the early part of the 20th Century, not least in Winnipeg
itself, have largely died out. UJPO still remains a presence in Winnipeg,
however, and it continues to offer interesting forums for discussion of issues
that are highly germane, not just for Jews, but for the general community.

In some ways the radical causes that animated our grandparents and
sometimes our parents (although much less so, as our parents were general-
ly obsessed  more with bettering the lot of their own families than they were
with the larger community) have been supplanted by causes that simply
don’t fire the imagination the way fighting for social justice in the 20s and
30s, then fighting Nazism and Fascism later on, did. Nowadays individuals
are so much more preoccupied with relatively insular activities such as
spending time on social media that they have little interest in actively
engaging in  any kind of political activity, such as our grandparents did.

Even a cause such as defending Israel arouses only lukewarm support
among Jews these days. While Israelis are continuing to undergo the ongo-
ing nightmare of random stabbings, it’s hard to know nowadays how to
show our support for Israel in the same way so many of us have done in the
past, when Israel was confronting what seemed to be threats to its very exis-
tence. In those days rallies would be held, and members of the community
would unite in common cause.

I don’t know how many readers have something like the Jerusalem Post
app on their smart phones (which is free to install, by the way), but if you
ever want to be reminded how constant the violence being perpetrated by
random Arab attackers in Israel is, just install that app. Every time some
horribly violent incident happens in Israel you’ll receive an alert on your
phone. I suppose though, just like most Israelis, in time you’ll become
innured to those alerts and simply move on with your life. How else can you
maintain some sort of equilibrium?

As much as Israelis are suffering in ways that are unimaginable to us here
in Winnipeg, the results of that Pew survey (as reported on page one of this
issue) showing that such a large proportion of Israelis would like to expel
all Arabs from the country are deeply disturbing.

The increasingly right-wing trend within Israel comes as no surprise. In
fact, although it’s happening for different reasons than what’s also happen-
ing in Europe and, to a certain extent, the United States, it’s sad to think that

a society that rightfully
prided itself for the
value it placed on social
justice is now becoming
increasingly insular.
Not only are the divi-
sions between Jewish
and Arab Israelis fiercer
than they’ve ever been
in recent memory, the
divisions among Jews
themselves,  which
have been largely
fomented by the ever
larger role that
Orthodox Jews have
appropriated for them-
selves in the lives of
non-Orthodox Jews,
have also greatly con-
tributed to tensions
within Israel.

I’ve been reading a
fascinating book pub-
lished recently that’s
received quite a bit of
attention, about the
witch trials in Salem at
the end of the 17th
Century. It’s called
“The Witches: Salem,
1692”, by well-known
historian Stacy Schiff.

Now, I’m not going to make the argument that we’re witnessing anything
like the type of hysteria that befell Salem – and much of the rest of New
England, in 1692, when 19 men and women (and five dogs) were hanged
for witchcraft, but what we’re seeing happening in the world today is very,
very scary. 

Yes, Islamic fundamentalism, whether in the form of ISIS or the kind of
Wahabi-inspired hatred spewing forth in mosques around the world, is
much to blame for the violence that is endemic in some parts of the world,
and that has had ramifications in so much of the rest of the world, viz. the
Syrian refugee situation.

But how does that explain the anger permeating the ranks of the
Republican Party in the United States? 

Have you ever heard or read such  angry rhetoric from Republicans as has
been spewing forth from the likes of Donald Trump and Ted Cruz and, to a
somewhat lesser extent,  Maarco Rubio? As each one of them seeks to outdo
the other in bombast and intolerance, it calls to mind what happened in
Salem, and has been repeated throughout American history many times
since: The search for scapegoats, the abandonment of any form of reason,
fear of the other, and a turn to a primeval form of religion that is immersed
in hatred. (Well, maybe not in Trump’s case – at least not yet; let’s see
whether he, too, starts to embrace Evangelical Christianity if his current
solid lead in the polls starts to wither.)

What’s really fascinating about “The Witches” is how so many apparent-
ly intelligent people (They were, after all, many of the same people who
helped to lay many of the foundations of American society, including the
establishment of perhaps its greatest educational institution, Harvard
University.), could not only let themselves be duped into believing the utter
nonsense that was emanating from a bunch of adolescent girls who claimed
they had been victimized by a never-ending series of “witches”, they were
all too willing to turn upon themselves. Husbands turned in wives to the
voracious witch-hunting court in Salem, children turned in parents, parents
turned in children –  no one was safe.

There wasn’t one particular cause for the paroxysm of hatred and paranoia
that seized an entire community, then carried over to so many neighbouring
communities. Schiff does offer up the suggestion that constant attacks by
Indian tribes, along with their French allies, led to a pervasive state of para-
noia among the residents of Massachusetts, but it was the kind of religion
practiced by the Puritans that really detonated the explosion of persecution
of so many totally innocent individuals. It was a religion steeped in a belief
in the supernatural, where every possible event was either a result of divine
or satanic intervention. As much as the people of that time were actually
quite well-read and used a form of the English language that, although very
difficult to understand nowadays, demonstrated a very expansive vocabu-
lary, they were all willfully blind to what was happening around them.

I mention “The Witches” not to suggest that what is happening in the
United States these days bears any resemblance to what happened in Salem
over 300 years ago; it’s more to argue that America is a nation steeped in
ignorance, where a belief in the devil remains very strong, where paranoia
and fear of strangers run deep. 

Yet, the honest truth is that it’s quite easy to fall into that mindset, espe-
cially when world forces seem to be combining to make all of us that much
more fearful of so many unknown and sinister forces out there that make us
want either to lash out at those dark forces, be they Syrian immigrants or
Mexican illegals, as the case may be, or retreat into the safety of our insu-
lar worlds of engaging only on the internet where we can completely avoid
having to think about the terrible dangers lurking out in the real world.

I was reminded of the need that we all feel to belong to one group or
another when I sat watching “Shiksa”, the latest production of the Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre. (You can read my review of the play on page 8 of this
issue.)

One of the themes expressed several times during the course of the play
is “We don’t care about choosing to be Jewish; we care about belonging.”
Thus, even someone who isn’t Jewish can find belonging to a Jewish group
attractive without having to take on the full complexity of actually becom-
ing Jewish. 

But, the type of ease with which someone could adapt to becoming a part
of Jewish society – whatever that is, can only take place within a society
whose doors are open to begin with. It would also have to be a society that
is comfortable with itself, and assured to the point that welcoming others
into the fold would not be regarded as dangerous to its well-being. 

That is the state of Jewish life in North America at this time – assimilat-
ed, yet also assimilating. As the lines between being “Jewish” and “non-
Jewish” blur, someone like the “shiksa” in “Shiksa” can take great comfort
in certain Jewish traditions, such as lighting candles on Friday night or sit-
ting shiva while, at the same time, not abandoning his or her own identity
as a non-Jew. I told Cairn Moore, who wrote “Shiksa”, that I found her
depictions of the Jewish parents in her play to be anachronistic and too
stereotypical; how many more times do we have to see a Jewish mother
wish only that her son “would meet a nice Jewish girl”?
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Amnesty International Canada ignores calls for fairness of coverage of Israel-Palestinian conflict
By MYRON LOVE

Amnesty International was originally launched in 1961 in Britain as a
voice for prisoners of conscience all over the world. The movement works
for the release of “prisoners of conscience”, men and women who have
been arrested for their convictions, the colour of their skin, their ethnic ori-
gin or their faith - provided that they have not themselves used force or
exhorted others to resort to violence. It also campaigns against torture, ill-
treatment and capital punishment. 

Amnesty claims to be independent of all governments and to be neutral in
its relation to political groups, ideologies and religious dividing lines. In its
reporting on the Israel-Palestinian conflict, however, Amnesty – as with so
many other self-styled “human rights organizations” – has shown itself to be
far from neutral – demonstrating a distinct bias against the democratic state
of Israel vis-à-vis the Palestinians. You might say – to borrow a favourite
term used by “human rights organizations” – that Amnesty’s coverage places
a disproportionate share of the blame for the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict on the Israeli side while accepting the unverified claims of official
Palestinian spokespeople as well as individual Palestinians at face value.

Focusing on Amnesty International’s Canadian branch, a survey of
reports over the past 18 months includes the following headlines – “Israeli
authorities must protect Palestinian civilians in wake of settler attacks in
Hebron” and “Israeli forces in Occupied Palestinian Territories must end
pattern of unlawful killings”, both from last October; and “Gaza: Cutting
edge investigation points to Israeli war crimes in Rafah on ‘Black Friday’”
from last July. An earlier comprehensive report in March on the 2014 Gaza
War allots equal blame for civilian casualties and alleged “war crimes” to
both Israel and Hamas.

A blog published on the AI Canada website last May by Alex Neve, the
Amnesty International Canada’s Secretary General expresses concern
about a Memorandum of Understanding signed between Canada and Israel.
One of the provisions in the Memorandum is that both countries will “work
together to oppose efforts to single out or isolate the State of Israel.”

And while another blog on the AI Canada website from May, written by
one Tarek Chatila – does unrealistically call on Palestinian authorities to
denounce attacks targeting civilians and ensure armed groups comply with
international law, Chatil also calls on Israel to refrain from punishing
Palestine for signing the Rome Statute (a fiction); to ensure (illegally built)
Bedouin villages in the Negev are adequately protected against attacks in
line with other communities in Israel; to completely lift the siege of the
Gaza Strip (there is no siege of Gaza); and to desist in launching “dispro-
portionate and indiscriminate” attacks on civilians.

Over the past few months, this writer, along with David Matas, Josh
Morry, Don James from Bridges for Peace and Yolanda Papini-Pollock
from Winnipeg Friends of Israel (along with the support of both the
Manitoba Yazidi and Kurdish Associations) has written two letters to AI
Canada protesting their anti-Israel bias and pointing out that bias.

Thus far, we have had no response from AI Canada, not even acknowl-
edgement of our letters – and no changes to the reports on the website.

To cite just one point made in the letter, AI has no expertise in determining
what constitutes“ disproportionate and indiscriminate” attacks on civilians in
matters of war and its call for an independent inquiry into Israel’s conduct in
the Gaza War has already been carried out by a group is made up of 11 for-
mer military and intelligence leaders from five continents - in the US, UK,
German, Italian, Spanish, French, Indian, Australian and Colombian defence
forces. The study was compiled in the summer of 2015 during six fact-find-
ing and research trips. The military leaders reported that they had enjoyed “a
level of access” to military information which was “undoubtedly in excess of
what their own countries would afford in similar circumstances.”

The group released a report in October 2015 about the Gaza war. The
report (as we pointed out to AI Canada in our letter) said that Israel operat-
ed “within the parameters of the Law of Armed Conflict” and had even “in
some respects exceeded the highest standards we set for our own nations’
militaries.” The group unanimously agreed that Israel’s military response
was reasonable, justified, appropriately conceived and lawfully carried out,
and necessary in the defence of that country’s national security.

The report further states that, in the investigators’ view, “in the overall
conduct of its campaign, the IDF [Israeli Defence Forces] not only met its
obligations under the Law of Armed Conflict, but often exceeded them,
both on the battlefield and in the humanitarian relief efforts that accompa-
nied its operation. In many cases where the fighting was concerned, this
came at significant tactical cost to the IDF. It fought under restrictive Rules
of Engagement and it is obvious that instances existed throughout the con-
flict where the IDF did not attack lawful military objectives on account of
a deliberate policy of restraint.”

The Amnesty International Canada website makes no reference to the
report of the High Level Military Group and certainly does not contest it.
Its silence is misleading. Someone not aware of this already existing report
may be under the mistaken impression that the call for an international
independent investigation has yet to be answered.

Instead, the Amnesty International Canada website asserts a conclusion of
that investigation - that “the Israeli military directly targeted civilians and
residential areas inside Gaza. More than 2,000 civilians were killed, includ-
ing 500 children.” Moreover, that asserted conclusion is an extreme position

going beyond the claims of even the Palestinian combatants to the conflict.
In this context, the call for international investigation is suspect. It

appears to be a call for an investigation which may well be international but
will not be independent but rather, like UN Human Rights Council man-
dated investigations in the past, an anti-Zionist propaganda exercise,
manipulated by international politics.

Regretably, the bias and double standards that AI Canada and Amnesty
International in general demonstrate toward Israel cast doubt on the credi-
bility of this organization that really did leading humanitarian work at one
time (and still attempts to do in other areas of the world).
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Correction to article
Hi Bernie,
In the article Myron Love wrote about my program, February 17  (pair-

ing students of Gray Academy and seniors wanting to learn using small
devices), he wrote I’m the Active Living Coordinator at the Rady JCC,
also at the Gwen Secter Centre; that’s not correct! Elaine Stern would not
be happy if I took her job!

I’m still teaching exercise there, because it was the first facility in
Winnipeg that hired me  four months after we arrived from Buenos Aires
in 2003.

Thanks! 
Claudia Chernitsky, Active Living for Older Adults Coordinator
Rady Jewish Community Centre

Re: Coverage of Arab speaker at U of W 
I would like to respond to Myron Love’s coverage of Sayed Kashua’s

appearance as the 2016 speaker at the El Tassi Lecture Series at the
University of Winnipeg. I have enjoyed Kashua’s articles, books and his
Arab Labor TV series which was so popular in Israel and which reached
Israelis on a difficult topic through humour and lasted through four sea-
sons. That was why I, as a member of the organizing committee of
Middle East Week, suggested that we bring him in as a speaker. 

Words are so very powerful. Sometimes, when we use them, I think that
we do not even realize what they evoke in the reader or just how far-
reaching they can be. Myron, in his first paragraph writes, “Growing up,
he (Sayed) had the good fortune to be accepted into a prestigious high
school where he and several of his fellow (Jewish) students became life-
long friends.” He goes on to say – “Kashua has lived in a largely Jewish
neighbourhood where his children were able to attend a mixed Jewish-
Arab (or Palestinian) school (which was recently the victim of an arson
attack); enjoys the benefits of free healthcare, being able to vote freely
for the candidate of his choice in democratic elections; access to the
Israel courts (if required); and a relatively peaceful life.” This one para-
graph says just about everything there is about why Arab citizens of Israel
feel the way they do.

To begin with , Kashua is a citizen of Israel. He is supposed to, under
the law, automatically enjoy the same rights as any Jewish citizen of
Israel. He is not supposed to expect to feel grateful or have “good for-
tune.” Healthcare and the right to vote is a right. Apparently, Mr.
Netanyahu, given his comments on the day of the last election, does not
share my opinion; he expressed great concern that Arab citizens of Israel
were exercising that right “in droves.”

Mr. Kashua was accepted to one of the most prestigious schools in
Israel based on one thing and one thing only – his immense talent in math
and physics. If anything, I expect, it was a bit more difficult for him to
get in. Israel is not the US or Canada – there is no affirmative action for
Palestinians. He also studied at Bezalel School of the Arts and philoso-
phy and sociology at Hebrew U. He won the prestigious Prime Minister’s
prize for Hebrew Literature in 2004. That is excellence, not good fortune.
And that is the issue.

Kashua spoke movingly of the importance of recognizing one another’s
narratives as the sine qua non for moving toward peace. It’s not the so-
often oversimplification of “a call for the Israeli government to recognize
the Naqba.” In Canada, we have begun to do this with our Indigenous
population. Several weeks ago, I found my grade five history book. The
way we used to address our own history vis-à-vis our Aboriginal popula-
tion was not only racist, it was outright false. We’ve finally been able to
move beyond that in Canada and that is what has put us on a path toward
reconciliation. 

Kashua touched so many of us with his longing for a land he loves, for
the friends he misses. And perhaps most importantly what this article has
missed is that Kashua very clearly stated that neither he nor the vast
majority of Palestinians have any desire to destroy Israel. What they want
is to enjoy full citizenship and equal rights. Perhaps, we need to look at
them as full citizens who have as much a right to education, benefits,
jobs, and equality as any other citizen of Israel, rather than as a minority
who should be grateful for what they get, before that can be possible.
Belle Jarniewski



Cynthia Fidel may be new to Winnipeg and the
Jewish National Fund office here, but she brings
with her from Argentina a history of working for
the Jewish community in Buenos Airies and a pro-
ficiency in Yiddish culture.

Previous to moving to Winnipeg just over a year
ago with her husband, Uriel Jelin, and seven-year-
old daughter Sofia (a son, Elie,l was born after the
family settled in here), Cynthia Fidel had worked
for IWO (the Institute for Jewish Research) in her

native Buenos Aires for six years as the cultural outreach co-ordinator. She
also did some research into Yiddish culture in the IWO Jewish library

“In 2014, I worked as the cultural content co-ordinator in the new AMIA
building (which she describes as Buenos Aires’ “Asper Campus”),” she
says. “I love working in libraries.” 

Cynthia Fidel did not grow up speaking Yiddish – although, she notes,
both of her babas were Yiddish-speaking immigrants from Russia. Her
introduction to Yiddish came at university.

“I was enrolled in a Latin American Jewish Studies program,” she says.
“For my Masters degree in Cultural Diversity, I had a choice of studying
Yiddish, Hebrew or Arabic. I chose Yiddish. A lot of my research was in
Yiddish.”

While at university, she took Yiddish classes at YIVO. She was encour-
aged to apply for a scholarship to study at YIVO’s Summer Institute in
New York in 2007. Her teacher there was her first Winnipeg connection –
Sheva Zucker. She also studied in New York that summer with Abraham
Lichtenbaum, director of IWO in Buenos Airies and Yiddish professor in
the United States, Israel and different European universities. 

When she returned from New York, she was invited to work for IWO
Buenos Airies. “I developed cultural and educational programs,” she says.

She also worked part time in Buenos Aires for the Argentinian Friends of
the Hebrew University. She served on the steering committee of winter
symposiums, organizing the agendas for professors from the HU who came
from Israel, developing outreach programs for Argentinian Jewish high
school students and helping to research the HU Argentinian branch’s 70th

anniversary book.
Fidel says that she and her husband had been thinking about coming to

Canada for several years. “There is a lot of violent crime in Buenos Airies,”
she says. “We wanted a quieter community in which to raise a family.

“We knew about Winnipeg because of the 1999 Pan Am Games.”
Fidel first came to Winnipeg by herself for an exploratory visit in June,

2013, for two weeks. “I had contacted the (Jewish) Federation before I
came,” she says. “I was surprised at how green everything was and by the
number of trees here. I thought it would be different. I thought Winnipeg
was beautiful.”

Having decided to move here, Cynthia and Uriel had to write provincial
and federal exams. It took three months to get their papers in order and
another three months before their application was approved. They received
their approval in the fall of 2014 and arrived here in February, 2015.

Last November, Fidel was hired as the JNF’s program co-ordinator.
It’s been a whirlwind of activity these past few months  for her. Most

recently, there were all the activities around Tu B’shevat around the end of
January – including the annual JNF telethon, the school and Children’s
Museum programs and the presentations by Hanni Arnon from the Arava
International Center for Agricultural Training (AICAT).

Coming up, Fidel notes, is the annual Negev Gala at the end of May
which will be honouring Peter and Karen Leipsic. She adds that the funds
raised this year will go toward the “No to Violence Against Women” shel-
ter for victims of domestic violence - in Rishon Lezion. The organization,

founded by Ruth Rasnic, has two
other shelters in Israel. (Rasnic will
be in Winnipeg for the April 7 JNF
Negev Gala kickoff.)

And shortly after that, it will be time to start planning the by-now annu-
al JNF breakfast in Gimli program in August.

Fidel notes that she still has her mother in Buenos Airies. (Her brother
lives in Indianapolis.) She hopes that her mother will be able to come here
to visit soon.

Zack Ostrove new executive director of 
Winnipeg Branch of 

Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University
As the new programming coordinator at the JNF, Cynthia Fidel is filling

the position left vacant when Zack Ostrove left to become the new execu-
tive director of the Winnipeg Branch Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion
University, replacing Ariel Karabelnicoff, who left BGU to become the
Winnipeg JNF executive director.

Ostrove is the son of Shelley and Reesa Ostrove. He got his start in pub-
lic life working as the executive assistant to former City Councillor Mike
O’Shaughnessy from 2006-2009. He also spent two years as executive
assistant and marketing coordinator at the RadyJCC, and a short time as
communications officer for the Manitoba Home Builders Association, prior
to going to work for the JNF.

“I have had some great teachers,” he says of his learning experiences
working in the non-profit sector. “I felt that I was ready to take on a larger
role and Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University offered me that
opportunity.

“It has been interesting getting to know the key people associated with
the organization and where we stand in the minds of Winnipeggers.”

He reports that he is working on new fundraising programs for the orga-
nization, including a golf tournament in August at the Glendale.

He was also looking forward to his first visit to Ben-Gurion University in
June for the Board of Governors meeting. “I will be staying on for a few
days for some training and orientation sessions,” he says. “The university’s
enrollment is growing by leaps and bounds.”

Stephen Colbert sings with ‘Fiddler on the Roof’ Broadway cast
(JTA) – Stephen Colbert sang songs from “Fiddler on the Roof” with

members of the cast of the recent Broadway revival. 
The “Late Show with Stephen

Colbert” host sang “Matchmaker,
Matchmaker” and “Tradition” in an
opening segment of the March 1
show. 

Before the singing, Colbert
explained in a comic aside that
“Fiddler” is being shown at the
Broadway Theater across from
CBS’ Ed Sullivan Theater where the
“Late Show” is filmed. 

“People line up for both of our
shows at the same time on 53rd
Street,” he said. “Sometimes people
get mixed up and they get in the
wrong line.” 

Colbert sang “Matchmaker,
Matchmaker” with a few cast mem-
bers. That was followed by Danny
Burstein, who is starring as Tevye,
and other cast members coming on
stage for a performance of
“Tradition.” Burstein even handed
Colbert a fake beard and black hat to
wear. 

Colbert ended the segment by
yelling “L’chaim!” 
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(JTA) – Mark Zuckerberg is the sixth richest
person in the world, and the richest Jew, after
accumulating more wealth than anyone else in the
past year. 

Eleven of the 50 richest people in the world are
Jewish, according to the 30th annual Forbes bil-
lionaires list released March 1. 

The list features five Jews in the top 15 and
seven in the top 25. 

Zuckerberg, 31, added $11.2 billion to his net
wealth, giving him a total fortune of $44.6 billion
and moving him up to No. 6 on the list from No.
16 last year. 

The surge sends the Facebook founder past last
year’s richest Jew, Oracle CEO Larry Ellison, and
runner-up, former New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg. 

Ellison is the seventh richest person overall
with a net worth of $43.6 billion, and Bloomberg
is No. 8 with $40 billion. Ellison’s net worth
dropped over $10 billion, from $54.2 billion last
year, while Bloomberg’s wealth increased from
about $35.5 billion. 

Zuckerberg, who is still one of the youngest bil-
lionaires, announced last December that he and
his wife, Priscilla Chan, will donate 99 percent of
their shares in the social media company over the
course of their lifetimes. 

Google co-founders Larry Page and Sergey
Brin are Nos. 12 and 13 on the list
with $35.2 billion and $34.4 bil-
lion, respectively. 

Sheldon Adelson, the casino
magnate and influential
Republican donor, saw his wealth
drop to $25.2 billion from $31.4
billion last year, falling to No. 22
on the list. 

Hedge fund manager George
Soros ($24.9 billion), Dell founder
and CEO Michael Dell ($19.8 bil-
lion), Brazilian-Jewish banker
Joseph Safra ($17.2 billion),
investor Carl Icahn ($17 billion)
and hedge fund manager James Simons ($15.5 billion) are the other Jews
in the top 50. 

While Jewish
women are far out-
numbered by their
male counterparts,
several are billion-
aires, including Israeli
businesswoman Shari
Arison ($3.9 billion),
Pritzker family scion
Karen Pritzker ($3.8
billion), Lynn
Schusterman ($3.4
billion), Joan Tisch
($3.3 billion) and Gap
co-founder Doris
Fisher ($2.6 billion). 

Sheryl Sandberg
makes the cut with a
net worth of $1.2 bil-
lion. 

The influential
Facebook COO and
“Lean In” author
donated about $31
million of Facebook
stock to multiple
charities earlier this
year. 

The non-Jewish Bill
Gates remains at the
top of the list – where
he has been for the
past three years, and
17 of the past 22 –
with a net worth of

$75 billion. 
Forbes found 1,810 billionaires worldwide,

down from the 1,826 a year ago. 
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Billionaire news

Mark Zuckerberg is the world’s richest Jew, according to Forbes billionaire list

��������	
����� ��������	����

������������ ������������

��������	���
�����������������	
������
�����
��	��
��	����

��������	����
����������������
��������������������������������

Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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LARRY PAGE and
SERGEY BRIN

SHARI ARISON 
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PRITZKER
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SCHUSTERMAN



Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
I have to admit that when I went to see “Shiksa”, the

latest production of the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, on
Thursday night, based on what I had read in Randall
King’s column in the Free Press on Wednesday and what
I heard from CBC theatre reviewer Joff Schmidt
Thursday afternoon, I was expecting another stereotypi-
cal rendition of a non-Jewish woman having to deal with
the unaccepting parents of a Jewish boyfriend.

To a certain extent, my expectations were fulfilled
when I did see the play. The Jewish parents, Abe and
Esther Stein (played by Harry Nelken and Patricia
Hunter) do employ too many exaggerated Jewish charac-
teristics to be quite credible. Even the Jewish boyfriend,
Zack (played by Andrew Cecon), comes across as too
stereotypically Jewish: a lawyer who is constantly hec-
tored by his parents for not having a Jewish bride yet.

As I sat through the opening scenes, I thought to
myself: “Oh no, here we go again – Jews being treated as
somewhat bigoted when it comes to accepting a non-Jew
into the fold.” But, as “Shiksa” developed, I began to find
myself utterly enchanted by the character of the principle
character in the show – the “shiksa” herself: Emma McTavish (played by
Tracy Penner).

It didn’t hurt that Penner herself is a very attractive blonde – thus fulfill-
ing the stereotypical Jewish male fantasy of what a “gorgeous shiksa”
should look like. (Heck, even my own mother used to tell my wife that she
looked like a shiksa. Meachelle was somewhat insulted by the term, until I
made it clear to her that it was a sort of back-handed compliment.)

While I was expecting “Shiksa” to be more of a satirical comedy – pok-
ing fun at what might be perceived as anachronistic attitudes among old-
school Jewish parents toward non-Jewish partners of their children, it
turned out to be quite poignant and, in the end – deeply moving.

The play opens with Zack knocking on Emma’s door in a bit of a farci-
cal scene, where Emma thinks Zack is her landlord come to evict her. Once
she learns that Zack is quite harmless, she does warm to him and even
allows him to kiss her.

Emma says to Zack: “Did you know a man makes love the way he kisses?”
Zack says: “Well, how was I?”
Emma: “It never hurts to get a second opinion!”
As promising as that opening scene was, the next scene, in which we are

introduced to Zack’s parents, could have been improved with some more
original dialogue. How many more times are we going to have to watch a
Jewish mother try and interest her son in dating a nice Jewish girl? While
I realize that the playwright, Cairn Moore, has said that the play is based
partly on her own experience, it might have been more fun to give the
mother some more interesting lines. As for the father, please – not another
Jewish father saying that his son is dead to him once he realizes that he’s
dating a non-Jewish girl (something that happens in a later scene, but
comes as no surprise at all given how Abe Stein is first introduced to us). 

Yes, a similar scenario has played out many times in Jewish households,
and when the mother actually opens a copy of The Jewish Post & News and
reads an obituary that her husband has posted for their son – as much as
that might seem impossibly ludicrous, I have to tell readers that did actual-
ly occur in our paper years ago. (It was a father from Saskatchewan who
posted an obituary for his daughter, who had married a non-Jew. At the
time we weren’t aware of the circumstances when we published that obit-
uary – almost 30 years ago. Had we known the facts, we would have con-
tacted the father and asked him to reconsider. I wonder whether anyone
would dare do that in this day and age? Surely even the most orthodox
among us wouldn’t resort to that sort of humiliation in 2016.) 

As the play continues, however, and the stereotype of Zack as the hen-
pecked son being too embarrassed to introduce Emma to his parents – or
take her anywhere where the two of them might be recognized is rein-
forced, I found myself cringing in my seat. “God”, I thought, “what would
non-Jews think of us watching this play?” (Yes, I’m concerned about what
they think of us, just as I cringed watching Woody Allen in “Annie Hall”,
when he plays a neurotic Jewish man who falls for gorgeous shiksa Diane
Keaton. Why is it always the case that a beautiful woman will be attracted
to a man for his mind in movies and plays? Is it ever the case in movies or
plays that an attractive man is attracted to a woman who is either plain or
downright unattractive because of her personality or intelligence? That
does happen in life, you know.)

In dramatic fashion though, “Shiksa” takes a sudden twist. There is some
foreshadowing of this earlier when Esther Stein hints that her own family
background wasn’t quite fully Jewish. I don’t want to give away any of the
surprises in the play, however, as there are several that unfold, but Esther
does develop a strong affection for Emma. 

Yet, I wondered what Emma really saw in Zack. As played by Andrew
Cecon, he did come across as quite the nebbish. Emma, in contrast, dis-

plays the full gamut of emotions and, as the play moves on, becomes an
utterly compelling character. No doubt, Cairn Moore was able to inject
more of her own thoughts and feelings into the “shiksa” more so than the
other characters in the play and, while she says that “Shiksa” is based only
partly on her own experience, I’d hate to think that her own husband was
as much of a milquetoast as Zack. 

Zack himself has a great deal of trouble coming to terms with his own
Jewishness. At one point he says to Emma: “I wasn’t born Jewish any more
than you were born Catholic. It was how we were raised.” Hmm…I won-
der about that. What do you think? Is that true? I’m not sure – but it was
just one of the several thought-provoking ideas that are sprinkled through
the second half of the play especially.

Later, in a scene when Esther is trying to explain to Abe why Emma is
being increasingly drawn to aspects of Jewish life, she says to him: “That
little girl doesn’t care about choosing; she cares about belonging.” Again –
a profound observation. Is that what draws many non-Jews to Jews: a sense
of belonging to a group with a palpable identity? I wonder whether that still
holds true as Jews have become increasingly assimilated into the wider
community. Even traditional Jewish mother Esther Stein is shown to have
a love for some aspects of Christmas. There’s such a blurring of what it
means to be Jewish any more.

Yet, as Emma finds herself becoming increasingly attracted to what is
depicted as a traditional Jewish lifestyle, including Friday night Shabbat
meals and studying the Torah (and in an email I sent to Cairn Moore, I
noted that I’ve met many female converts to Judaism who become far more
observant than their husbands, so I thought this theme rang very true), Zack
continues to rail against what he regards as the “hypocrisy” of so much of
Jewish life, e.g. observing Shabbat, but driving to synagogue.

In one of the final scenes we discover some shocking news about Emma’s
life. I found the manner in which the actors handled this discovery to be
especially touching – and well done. Even a hard ass like me was choking
up as I watched Emma and Zack bringing some closure to a part of Emma’s
life that, as it turns out, helps to explain who she is and why she’s found
herself drawn to Judaism.

“Shiksa” is a short 90 minutes. It’s well directed by Ari Weinberg in what
is his first stab at directing a Winnipeg-grown play. It moves quickly and,
although I’d work on some of the opening scenes, for the most part it works
quite well. 

For gosh sakes though, do we have to have so many cruel jibes at “homo-
sexuals” from Zack’s parents? Even if that kind of talk did – and no doubt
still goes on, in many Jewish households, listening to actors talking about
“faigelehs” and pink shirts in what I suppose was supposed to be a
humourous scene is discomfiting in this day and age – and just not funny.
I would have wished that the parents weren’t such cardboard cutouts to
begin with. It made it all the harder to accept their eventual transition into
warm, empathetic characters later on.

But, that’s a minor gripe. Sadly, there were only about 35 people in the
audience the night I saw “Shiksa”, which was a reminder of what trouble
the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre was in when it was forced to close two years
ago. Yes, it’s a brand new show, and the name of the play will no doubt
offend some people, but we need to support the WJT as one of the crown
jewels of Winnipeg’s Jewish cultural heritage. If you’re at all hesitating to
go see it because you have no idea whether it’s any good, take it from me:
I was thoroughly surprised at how good it was.

“Shiksa” will be on four more times: Saturday, March 12; Monday,
March 14; Wednesday, March 16; and Saturday, March 19. All shows start
at 8:00 pm.

Tickets are available by calling the WJT at 204-477-7478 or at the door.
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Theatre news

“Shiksa” builds toward a poignant ending – and causes you to
think about what it means to be Jewish

TRACY PENNER and
ANDREW CECON
Photo credit: Keith Levit

HARRY NELKEN, PATRICIA HUNTER
Photo credit: Keith Levit
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Community news The Rady JCC invites the community to
come and celebrate one of the most 

important holidays of the Jewish calendar,
at the Annual Community Passover Seder

This year’s Community Passover Seder will be held on Saturday, April 23 at
6:00 pm at the Rady JCC. Once again, we are pleased to announce that our spe-
cial guest leaders for the Seder will be Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen. Shayla and
Kinzey are well known for their love of Yiddishkeit and musical performances.

Everyone is welcome to attend this interactive Seder experience, which will be
complete with traditional songs, participation of children and adults and special
treats for the young ones in attendance. The significance of Passover for the
Jewish people is so important. The concepts of freedom, responsibility to others
and the importance of family, are just a few of the themes of we learn about in
the Hagadah. A delicious four-course meal will be prepared for everyone to
enjoy. Family tables can be arranged and vegetarian meals are available with
advance arrangements. Transportation is also available for seniors. Don’t delay
in booking your tickets for this enjoyable and meaningful community event. 

This is the 18th year that the Rady JCC has spearheaded the Annual Community
Passover Seder, allowing family and friends to celebrate together. It also provides
a place for those who have nowhere to go, to celebrate Passover in a warm and
joyous atmosphere. Without generous support from the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, Congregation Etz Chaim, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue and the Tallman
Fund of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, this program would not be possible. 

For further information, contact Roberta Malam at (204) 480-7550 or
rmalam@radyjcc.com

To purchase tickets please call (204) 477-7510 or visit www.radyjcc.com

almost two-thirds keep a
kosher home, including
one-third of secular
Israelis. 

By contrast, only 22 percent of Jewish-Americans keep a
kosher kitchen. Four-fifths of Israelis, including two-thirds of
secular Jews, refrain from eating pork. Nearly half of Israel’s
Russian-speaking Jews (47 percent) do eat pork.

4. Among Israeli haredim, 19 percent say you can believe
in Jesus and still be Jewish.

On the whole, Jewish-Israelis maintain a broad definition of
who is a Jew. Solid majorities believe someone can deny God’s
existence, work on Shabbat, harshly criticize Israel and still be
Jewish. 

But an overwhelming majority draws the line at believing in
Jesus as the messiah.

Only 18 percent of Jewish-Israelis – and 19 percent of hared-
im – say a Jew can believe in Jesus and remain Jewish. In the
United States, fully one-third of Jews say belief in Jesus is
compatible with being Jewish.

5. Israel is getting more religious – but less Jewish.
Israel’s short history has been punctuated by successive

waves of Jewish immigration from around the world, but even
with those millions of newcomers, the country is proportional-
ly less Jewish than when it was founded.

In 1949, Israel was 86 percent Jewish and 13 percent Arab.
Now it’s 81 percent Jewish and 19 percent Arab.

Meanwhile, Israel’s Jews are becoming proportionally more
observant. Between 2002 and 2013, the percentage of Jewish-
Israelis older than 20 who are Orthodox grew from 16 percent
to 19 percent, according to the Israeli Social Survey. 

Haredi Israelis have far more children than secular Jews – 91
percent have more than three children, while half of secular
Jews have two or less. 

More than a quarter of haredi families (28 percent) have at
least seven children.

6. When it comes to religion, Arab-Israelis look more like
the Orthodox than secular Jews.

Political analysts often group Arab-Israelis with secular left-
wing Israelis due to their similar political leanings. But in terms
of attitudes toward religion, Arab-Israelis look more like
Israel’s Orthodox Jews.

A solid majority of Muslims and Christians in Israel say reli-
gion is “very important” to them, compared to just 2 percent of
secular Jews. Forty-five percent of the Muslims say being
Muslim is mostly about religion – similar to the 52 percent of
religious Zionists who see Judaism as mostly about religion.

Similar percentages of Muslims and religious Zionists pray
daily. And similar percentages of Muslims and haredim believe
in God with absolute certainty. 

Nearly half of Muslims attend mosque weekly – fewer than
the solid majorities of the Orthodox Jews in Israeli who go to
synagogue every week, but far above the low rates of non-
Orthodox attendance.
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And then there were
the Reiss brothers.
When they talk about
exports from
Winnipeg to the
United States, there
ought to be a tax
levied on some of the
brainpower that we
send to them. The
Reiss boys would
demand a high duty
for certain. 

The Reiss boys are
brothers Cary and
Philip Reiss, sons of
Bayla and Sam Reiss. Both boys are products of the Jewish school system in
Winnipeg, having attended Ramah Hebrew School and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate. Separated by only about 17 months, they were a year apart in
school and, though they headed in different paths, they remain very close to
one another. 

Cary Reiss is a lawyer and he can boast to that status in both Canada and
the U.S., as he is a member of the Manitoba and New York Bars. After grad-
uating from Joseph Wolinsky, he proceeded to earn  a B.A. at the University
of Manitoba. where he was the 1990 gold medallist  in Arts, then on to law
school at the U of M,  where he was the 1993 gold medallist. He joined the
law firm of Fillmore Riley, first as an associate, later as a partner. He would
have been quite content to remain in Winnipeg except for the intervention
indirectly of his brother Phil who, by that time, was living in the New York

area. Cary says:” I had no intention of leaving Winnipeg but fate, in the form
of fantastic Phil, flew in the face of my fidelity to the fatherland.” When he
visited Phil, he entered the world of JDate, one thing led to another, and soon
he met his future wife,Talia Gil. It was not long thereafter that Cary and Talia
married in Winnipeg - in 2006. Cary is now the father to two daughters:
Isabella and Eliza. Subsequently Cary became a member of the NY Bar and
is now practising law with Richards, Kibbe, in the rather exotic field of advis-
ing hedge funds in commercial transactions. Not a field for the faint hearted
and a long way from  Queenston Street in Winnipeg, Cary’s first home.

The thing about Cary Reiss is that, despite his distance from Winnipeg,
his heart is very much in this city - so much so that whenever the Winnipeg
Jets are in the metropolitan New York region, Cary Reiss will be there. He
was gloating when he said that he was able to get tickets to a game on Long
Island with the Islanders behind the Jets bench for $28 a ticket... even in
US funds, that’s a bargain! 

That he has been able to make the transition to New York from Winnipeg,
from what used to be a 15 minute drive to his office to an hour and 20
minute commute and integrate so easily into life in the U.S. speaks vol-
umes about Cary. No doubt his sense of humour has assisted him in this
major life change. 

Younger brother Philip Reiss has an equally compelling story, Philip was,
as one of his former educators at Joseph Wolinsky said, “a one in a career.”
Awards for scholarships, - you name them, he had most of them. Phil grad-
uated from JW, then was off to yeshivot between 1988-1990 in both New
York and Israel. He returned to Winnipeg and completed a B.A. from the
University of Manitoba in mathematics in 1993. He did graduate studies at
the University of Toronto, earning a Masters of Science in mathematics,
then finished most of the requirements for a PhD, switched to statistics and
did yet another M.Sc. in 1998. At that point, and  until 2002, Phil entered
the work force as a statistician, firt at Statistics Canada in Ottawa, later at
Brown University in Rhode Island, and then Wyeth Research in
Pennsylvania. His travels reveal the beauty of mathematics - so very
portable. It was in this period he met his future wife, the former Shari
Rosenberg, on a blind date. As Phil puts it, “she had many fine qualities,
but tolerance for cold weather was not among them.” Hence, the pair mar-
ried in New York in 2000 and remained in the northeastern US.

From 2002-2006, Reiss returned to school earning a PhD in Biostatistics
at Columbia University in New York. He then joined the Faculty of NYU,
School of Medicine and later became an associate professor there in the
Departments of Child & Adolescent Psychiatry & Population Health.
During this time, Phil and Shari became parents of three kids, Uri, David
and Shoshana. They settled into a home in 2004 in Highland Park, New
Jersey, a very Jewish area. Yet, they had thought a lot about aliyah. As the
events of Operation Protective Edge came forward in 2014, Phil and Shari
realized that they were no longer content watching what was happening in
Israel across the Atlantic. Phil had been imbued with a Zionist passion dur-
ing his growing up years in Winnipeg and saw aliyah as a fulfillment of this
sentiment. Thus it came to pass that, in August 2015, Phil and Shari took
the plunge and made a dream a reality by moving to Israel - in particular
to Moreshet, a settlement in the Galil. Phil is now in the midst of transi-
tioning from NYU to a faculty position at the University of Haifa, a
process akin to coming from a Russian hockey rink and playing in the
NHL. Meanwhile, his wife is doing a post doctoral programme in educa-
tion and social policy at Tel Aviv University. All the while, Phil maintains
an occasional Times of Israel blog on Israel and matters of Judaic interest.
Not hard to see where “the one in a career” came from. 

Winnipeg has turned out some stars in a variety of fields. The Reiss
brothers rank right up there with the best of these stars.

The remarkable Reiss boys 
By

GERRY POSNER

ALIZA, ISABELLA. TALI and CARY REISS
PHILIP REISS and daughter SHOSHANA with
NATAN SHARANSKY meeting them in Israel
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By MYRON LOVE 
Chief Ron Evans, the leader of the Norway House Cree Nation in

Northern Manitoba, believes Israeli entrepreneurship can motivate his
community’s youth to achieve more and, for the third time in five years,
Evans has lead a group of younger community members on a tour of Israel.

This year, 25 Norway House band members participated in the 2016
Youth Leadership Development Mission to Israel, Feb. 22 to March 2.

“My trip to Israel was spectacular,” says band member Elaine
Paupanekis. “ I was so amazed at all the history and how they preserved it
for many years. The hospitality from the hotels was very welcoming, and
the food was delicious.”

“The itinerary for each leadership mission is well thought-out and
planned, and is based on a theme,” says Chief Evans. “The theme of this
year’s leadership mission was social and economic development. We want-
ed to see what we could learn from Israeli innovation. Perhaps we will be
able to forge some links that will benefit our community economically.”

Notably, the itinerary allowed the mission the opportunity to experience
Israel’s major centres, historical institutions,exhibits, and holy sites. “We
were also fortunate,” Evans says, “to have had the opportunity to meet with
and explore some of Israel’s exceptional leaders and their accomplishments
in diplomacy and global relations, the business community and social insti-
tutions, who together contribute to the strong, resilient state that Israel is
today.”

The tour included visits to Christian religious sites – the area around the
Sea of Galilee, Bethlehem and a reputed baptism site on the lower Jordan
River – and some of the regular tourist destinations, including Yad Vashem
and Jerusalem, Independence Hall and Jaffa, Caesarea, Masada and the
Dead Sea, and a visit to a Bedouin village. As well, the Norway House
group was exposed to Israeli technology and economic development.

On their second day in Israel, for example, they received a briefing on
Israel’s high-tech sector. The visitors were also introduced to new devel-
opments in medicinal agriculture, including a tour of projects in the Upper
Galilee and water technology. As well, they toured the Ahava factory, a
hospitality staff training centre in Herzliya, a 3D printing operation and Kol
HaOt, an international Jewish educational art program.

One project, Susan’s House – a sheltered workshop for teens – so
inspired one of the Norway House group members that she wants to start a
similar program in Norway House, notes Shelley Faintuch, Community
Relations Director for the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and Associate
Director of Local Partner Services for the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs, who organized the mission’s itinerary.

“This was one of the most remarkable missions to Israel that I have been
involved with,” Faintuch says.

Jules Kramer, the Israeli tour guide for the mission came in for special
praise from all concerned. “Jules was extremely knowledgeable about the
history of Israel, glob-
al affairs and the cur-
rent issues facing
Israel,” Chief Evans
says. “His enthusiasm
and passion for the
people and the State
of Israel was truly
remarkable and will
have a lasting impact
on myself and the
participants of the
2016 Norway House
Cree Nation
Leadership Mission
to Israel.”

Faintuch adds that
Kramer has already
been booked for next
year’s Norway House
mission to Israel.

She points out that
the Norway House
Cree Nation success-
fully raised all of the
funds for the trip
through various ini-
tiatives, including a
golf tournament,
silent auctions, raffle
tickets and pancake
breakfasts. A
fundraising golf tour-
nament is planned for
June to help pay for
next year’s trip.

Norway House is a community of about 6,000 some 450 kilometres north
of Winnipeg on the northern shore of Lake Winnipeg. Evans, who served
two terms as Grand Chief of the Assembly of Manitoba Chiefs, said the
Israeli experience naturally resonates with Canada’s First Nations.

“Our aim is to develop the next generation of First Nations leaders by
looking through the lens of Israel’s inspiring story,” he says “Israel is first
and foremost the land of the heritage of the Jewish people, who have
achieved self-determination in a modern democracy and diverse state.
Those of us from First Nations communities can appreciate the fascinating
balance between modern and ancient that we see in Israel, and especially
the sense of connection to the land of one’s ancestors.”

There is also a spiritual connection between his people - with their
Christian faith, and the land of Jesus as well as of the Jews, he says. “We
learn the stories of the Bible. Therefore, a visit to Israel will resonate more
with my people than a trip to a theme park such as Disneyland.”

Evans also commends the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs, and Routes Travel for working with Norway
House to put together an itinerary that was both educational and inspiring
for each of the participants of Norway House Cree Nation.
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Norway House mission to Israel returns full of enthusiasm

Norway House Cree Nation group at the Western Wall this February
For the third time in five years, Chief Ron Evans has led a group of

younger community members on a tour of Israel.
This year, 25 Norway House band members participated in the 2016

Youth Leadership Development Mission to Israel, Feb. 22 to March 2.



Newcomer Outreach Coordinator

1 Year Contract 

As part of the Rady JCC’s strategic plan, we have an exciting opportunity
for an experienced professional to create and implement programs to
engage newcomers in Jewish life at the JCC and the community.   A par-
ticular focus will be on programs for families, children and teens.  This
newly created position will:

• Assess community needs and interests
• Design and implement innovative programs to engage families

who are new to Winnipeg, but also families who have lived in
Winnipeg for several years

• Develop and implement outreach strategy, in consultation with
our Membership, Program and Communications Departments

• Working closely with volunteers/advisory group to ensure input
• Develop and administer budgets 
• Evaluate program effectiveness
• Liaison with other agencies

The ideal candidate brings:
• Relevant post-secondary education and a minimum of three 

years’ experience preferably in programming for families, 
children and/or teens

• Demonstrated knowledge of program planning, 
delivery and  evaluation

• Exceptional interpersonal skills and experience working with 
volunteers, committees and community organizations

• Strong knowledge of the Jewish community, culture and 
newcomer experience

• Ability to effectively utilize computer technology, including 
Microsoft Office Suite

• Ideally, candidate will be fluent in Russian and/or Hebrew
• Valid driver’s license and a car

This is a one-year full-time contract position with hours that may include
occasional evenings and weekends. 

Interested individuals are invited to forward their resumes with salary
expectations by Friday, March 25, 2016

Human Resources 
Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre
Suite B 100-123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3N 2B3
Fax: (204) 477-7530
Email:  radyhr@radyjcc.com 

We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected 
for further consideration will be contacted.
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Op-ed

Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square
Invites Applicants for Youth &

Adult Ambassador Positions
The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Israel Pavilion-

Shalom Square will be participating in Winnipeg’s annual multi-cul-
tural celebration Folklorama from Sunday, July 31 to Saturday,
August 06. 

It’s our opportunity to celebrate the state of Israel and showcase its
incredible contributions to the world to the thousands of people who
visit our pavilion.

One way to experience the excitement and action is to become an
Adult or Youth Ambassador. The Israel Pavilion is now inviting can-
didates to apply for the positions of Adult and Youth Ambassadors.
We are looking for enthusiastic and energetic individuals who would
enjoy sharing our culture with other people. 

Not only do ambassadors spend the week at Shalom Square wel-
coming visitors and guests, they also represent the community and
promote Israel at events during the summer and at the other pavil-
ions. It’s an incredible opportunity to contribute to the community
and create life long memories.

Youth applicants must be between 14 and 17 years old as of May
1, 2016 and Adult Ambassadors must be at least 18 years old by May
1, 2016. 

Applications can be found on-line at www.radyjcc.com or at the
Rady JCC Membership Services Desk. 

Application deadline is March 21, 2016. For more information con-
tact Kinzey Posen at kposen@radyjcc.com

Op-Ed: Pew findings not surprising,
but also not irreversble

By DANIEL SOKATCH
NEW YORK (JTA) – The Pew Research Center poll released lasmt

week surveying attitudes among Israeli citizens confirms what many of
us who work on Israeli issues already knew: Israel is a deeply divided
society, first and foremost between its Jewish and Arab citizens, but also
among its Jewish sectors.

Ethnicity, religiosity, family origin and political beliefs have created an
Israel of “camps” that don’t much like or have much to do with each
other. The Pew research director described these divisions as “jaw-drop-
ping.”

As in-depth as the survey is, however, what it does not tell us is why
Israel has become so fractured. Israel’s Jewish and Arab citizens have
been living together for generations, and its Jews belong to a people that
survived millennia of persecution with cohesion and unity. Why, then, is
it so difficult for Israelis to share their society and arrive at some concept
of Israeli-ness that would downplay sectarian differences? And how can
a nation so deeply divided offer a sense of community to all its citizens?

Some factors are familiar to Americans experienced with the red-blue
state divide. Many Israelis of all three faiths are profoundly religious.
With religious practice frequently comes a more conservative and insular
stance on social issues ranging from the rights of women to the role reli-
gion should play in the identity of the state. Most important, the Pew sur-
vey found that the four descriptions used for being Jewish in Israel – sec-
ular, traditional, religious Zionist and ultra-Orthodox – strongly correlate
with views on social and political issues, on questions as basic as the
prospects for peace or the importance of democratic values. And then
there is the attitude toward the “other.” There is profound disagreement
over the significance of Israel as a Jewish state. Nearly 80 percent of
Jews believe that Jews deserve (some unspecified) preferential treatment
in Israel. No wonder most Arab respondents do not think Israel can be a
Jewish state and a democracy at the same time. The two groups can’t
come close to agreement on whether Israeli Arabs face discrimination or
the prospects for peace. The 48 percent of Jewish respondents who actu-

Continued on next page.
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

ally want to expel their Arab neighbors is a terrible
headline, one that underlines the need to reinforce
the value of minority rights within Israeli society.
Commentators warn that this question cannot be
taken in isolation, especially because it did not
refer to a real policy proposal. But to those of us
working against the growing wave of racism and
incitement, this response is a red flag that reflects
the reality of what we see on the ground.

It must also be said that these deep divisions
serve the purposes of many Israeli leaders, who
amplify the idea that Israeli society is a zero-sum
game in which one sector can only advance at the
expense of others. A prime minister who mustered
his base on Election Day with the threat that
“Arabs are being bused to the polls in droves” and
who conditions Arab civil rights on his standard of
good behavior is not, to put it mildly, unifying his
country.

Ultra-Orthodox leaders who viciously attack not
only non-Jews but their Reform and Conservative
counterparts do their part in exacerbating intoler-
ance. Separatist Arab leaders who publicly identi-
fy with Israel’s enemies don’t help matters, nor do
settler politicians whose only public policy is
demonizing anyone who opposes the occupation
as an obstacle to peace and dangerous to Israeli
democracy. There are no easy remedies for these
deep divides. We must also keep in mind, after a
day where more Israelis fell victim to terrorists in
Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, that the Jewish-Arab
divide, and for that matter some divisions among
Jewish sectors, cannot be separated from the pain
and trauma of all sides in Israel’s existential con-
flicts. But we also must understand that the Pew
poll represents a snapshot in time and is not an
irreversible prediction of Israel’s future. From
President Reuven Rivlin on down, there are strong
voices speaking out against racism and division in
Israel. There is a coalition of more than 50 organi-
zations that speaks out at public events against
extremist Jewish violence against non-Jews, and it
is led by religious Zionists. There is a Coalition
Against Racism with an array of participants from
Reform Jews to Palestinian grassroots activists,
and local Jewish-Arab coalitions dedicated to
building shared spaces in which ordinary people
interact in their daily lives.

There are waiting lists for leadership training for
shared-society activists and new resources for
teachers seeking to educate children to think civi-
cally and communally about being an Israeli. Even
in Jerusalem, the epicenter of conflict, there are
efforts to break down the walls between the ultra-
Orthodox, secular Jewish and Palestinian popula-
tions.

These efforts are not about some kumbaya
veneer of superficial goodwill. What Israel needs
is the toughest thing of all to build – a truly shared
society, with each sector feeling it is a valued and
irreplaceable part of the whole. “Tolerance” of
minorities or other kinds of Jews is not enough.
Israel needs an ethos of sharing its small space
among its many different kinds of people because
they are all entitled to be there.

From the Tel Aviv entrepreneur drinking coffee
on the beach to the student arguing Talmud in Bnei
Brak, from the Russian artist to the Ethiopian
activist to every Palestinian-Israeli whose family
is deeply rooted in the land, there is no other place
for them to go.

The Pew study validates, once again, those of us
who warn of dangerous fissures in a nation that
cannot afford the continued breakdown of cohe-
sion and amity. But we who warn, we who are ded-
icated to repairing those fissures and building
some solid foundations above them, we also know
that Israelis are miraculously good at inventing
new realities.

Now they need to reinvent their own society –
for their own sake, and for all of us who love and
support their efforts.

(Daniel Sokatch is CEO of the New Israel Fund.)

Continued from  previous page.
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“Einstein for Anyone:
A Quick Read”
By David Topper
Vernon Press
88 pages )
Reviewed  by MARTIN ZEILIG

“A team of scientists announced
on Thursday that they had heard
and recorded the sound of two
black holes colliding a billion light-
years away, a fleeting chirp that ful-
filled the last prediction of
Einstein’s general theory of relativ-
ity,” New York Times science writer
Dennis Overbye wrote on February
11, 2016 (“Gravitational Waves
Detected, Confirming Einstein’s
Theory”).

Similar articles appeared world-
wide.

Now, along comes a very short
and readable new book about
(arguably) the most famous scientist of all time.

“Einstein for Anyone: A Quick Read”, by David Topper is presented as
“a concise but up-to-date account of Albert Einstein’s life, thought and
major achievements.”

A retired Professor of History at the University of Winnipeg, Dr. Topper
taught courses in the history of science and the history of art. He was the
recipient of two teaching awards: the Robson Memorial Award for
Excellence in Teaching (1981), and the National 3M Teaching Fellowship
(1987). He has published three earlier books: “Quirky Sides of Scientists:
True Tales of Ingenuity and Error from Physics and Astronomy” (Springer,
2007), “How Einstein Created Relativity from Physics and Astronomy”
(Springer, 2013), and “Idolatry and Infinity: Of Art, Math, and God”
(Brown Walker, 2014).

Notably, this book is very much
weighted toward Jewish themes in
Einstein’s life, including his early
struggles with Judaism and his
later resolution as an adult - when
he identified as a cultural and ethi-
cal Jew, as well as his critique of
Jewish assimilation and especially
Christian conversion among
German Jews.

“As the drama over relativity
was playing-out in the 1920s,
Einstein took up another cause –
the plight of Eastern European
Jews,” the author writes in a chap-
ter entitled “Race”.

“This involvement in the plight
of Eastern Jews was another ele-
ment in his reengagement with his
Jewish identity at this time.

Coupled to this was his increasing involvement in one aspect of the Zionist
movement…the quest to create a Hebrew University in Jerusalem.”

We also see the influence of the 17th century Jewish philosopher, Baruch
Spinoza, on Einstein’s ideas in both physics and theology.

“By the 1920s, when he was questioned about his religious beliefs, he
invariably said he believed in Spinoza’s God, ‘who reveals himself in the
harmony of all that exists, but not in a God who concerns himself with the
fate and actions of human beings,’ ’” Topper says. 

In the same chapter, he quotes Einstein again on the topic: “I am not an
atheist. I do not know if I can define myself as a pantheist. The problem is
too vast for our limited minds.”

Einstein’s habitually thorny relationships with women and close relatives
are explored in a chapter called “Love”.

His first love was Marie Winteler, his first and second wives were Mileva
Maric and Elsa Einstein-Löwenthal, his parents were Hermann Einstein
and Pauline Koch, and his children were Hans Albert and Eduard. None of
Einstein’s relationships was untroubled, as the author reveals. 

The birth of an illegitimate daughter with Mileva, the estrangement of his
sons after his divorce from her, his incessant struggle with his controlling
mother – all had a strong physiological effect on Einstein’s personality,
according to Topper.

In adulthood Einstein was unwaveringly committed to social justice and
democratic principles that he believed were rooted in Jewish ethical values,
the author observes. 

“He moved to the U.S.A. fleeing Nazi Germany, only to be confronted
with the racism endemic against African-Americans, to which he spoke
out, boldly supporting the burgeoning civil rights movement,” says Topper,
noting that this is an aspect of his life not well-known. Also revealed are
his troubles with the FBI and the McCarthyism he was living under in the
last years of his life.

Topper deals with Einstein’s scientific contributions in a way that the
general reader will find accessible.

So, for instance in the chapter called “Chutzpah”, we see a scientist who
expresses his ideals through his radical ideas about the physical world, as
he reworked our conceptions of space, time, and motion. 

“The result was a new cosmic model of the universe that is being devel-
oped further today,” Topper writes.

“Einstein’s commitment to an ordered and predictable universe was ulti-
mately expressed in his final (but still unfulfilled) quest for a theory unify-
ing all forces of nature into one whole.” 

The acceptance of his radical ideas, however, was often impeded by crit-
icisms that had anti-Semitic origins. This not only transpired in Germany
before he eventually fled the country, but continues even today on the
Internet. 

The central chapters – on “Love”, “Race”, and “Chutzpah” – are sand-
wiched between an introductory chapter called “The Smile”, and a final
one called “The Hair”. Within are the five photographs of Einstein featured
in the book. In his 1889 elementary school picture, he is the only boy out
of 52 tense German lads who has a smile on his face. This photo is then
juxtaposed next to a candid shot of another singularly animated Einstein in
1931, seated at a round table of stern dignitaries (one of whom later became
a Nazi) at a reception in the German Chancellery in Berlin. Also shown is
the picture of his graduating class in 1896, showing his unique countenance
and pose among the ten students. “The Hair” is (of course) self-explanato-
ry, being a brief history of his dishevelled appearance, with two archetyp-
al pictures.

With the recent echo of the colliding black holes, we appreciate that,
more than 60 years since his death at age 76, Albert Einstein is still mak-
ing “waves”, in more ways than one.

Note: a code for a 22% discount on the book may be found on Topper’s
website: www.davidrtopper.com

David Topper explains Einstein to the layman

DAVID TOPPER

Celebrating Purim!
By REBECCA ABRAHAM, 
Kosher Coordinator at Sobeys on Taylor

Purim is around the corner! In our house, we are super excited to put
on our costumes that we have been talking about, and go to synagogue
and hear the Megillah! 

Purim has four mitzvot, and it’s important that we take the time on
Purim itself to do each one. First, hear the Megillah. Chabad is having
its annual family friendly Megillah reading at 4 pm on March 24. 

You need to partake in a festive meal on Purim day! This means
washing your hands and making the blessing over Challah, making
sure to indulge in some wine or grape juice, and being sure to say the
Birkat Hamazon after, with the special section included for Purim.
This only happens once a year and it’s a beautiful tradition! Reach out
to another family you know and invite them over for the Purim meal!
Sobeys also carries many varieties of kosher chicken and meat, frozen
unbaked challah and lots of hard to find kosher fridge and frozen prod-
ucts to enhance your meal!

Giving mishloach manot or shaloch manos to two different people is
another specific mitzvah for Purim. To fulfill this mitzvah, your
mishloach manot must have two different food products (foods that
require different blessings), such as hamentashen (Mezonot) and an
apple (Ha’Etz), or a bottle of grape juice (Ha’Gafen) and some challah
(Ha’Motzi), or some Mentos and gum (Shehakol) and some cut up
veggies (Ha’Adama) and some Hummus or another dip. If you haven’t
started thinking about your mishloach manot, here are a few ideas to
help you out to put together a delicious basket in no time! Sobeys on
Taylor has a huge section of kosher products, including everything
mentioned above, perfect for every occasion! They have hamentashen
in stock and at $2.99 per dozen, you can buy for everyone on your list!
Pair the hamentashen with some beautiful sparkling grape juice for a
real treat! Sobeys on Taylor also carries Crembo, yummy pareve cook-
ies and crackers, chocolates, and plenty of other things to help enhance
your basket! 

The final mitzvah on Purim is Matanat L’evyonim, giving gifts to the
poor. Traditionally most people give money. To fulfill this mitzvah
properly, you should give money to two people in need (or organiza-
tions), in an amount that is enough to buy a loaf of bread weighing
equal to three eggs.

Even if you have never celebrated Purim before now, try to do at
least one thing that is special for Purim on Purim day, it will enhance
and uplift you and your family for the entire month of Adar! 
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Shalom Residences’ fundraiser
As a non-profit organization, Shalom Residences Inc. has been com-

mitted to improving the lives of adults with intellectual disabilities
through community living service since 1978, They currently provide
support to 36 adults in seven houses and seven apartments to live full
and active lives.  This spring they are very excited to be opening a new
home for three young adults in south Winnipeg.

On March 20, 2016, Shalom Residences is hosting a Musical
Fundraiser:  Ron Paley Presents: Music from the 60’s, 70’s & 80’s with
vocalist Jeremy Koz at the Park Theatre.  Along with excellent enter-
tainment, there will be silent auction draws.

Music ‘N’ Mavens
January 26-March 24

The 18th season of Music ‘N’ Mavens presented by The Rady JCC is
nearing the end of its 2016 season, but there’s still a lot more to come!
The response this year has been better than ever. Producer Karla
Berbrayer and the staff of The Rady JCC thank everyone for their
loyal support for Music ‘N’ Mavens. As you read these words, Karla is
working hard on booking next year’s season for 2017.

On Thursday, March 17, the final lecture of the season is a highly
anticipated one. Journalist Randall King has been covering the enter-
tainment film and theatre beats in Winnipeg for 26 years, beginning his
career at the Winnipeg Sun and eventually moving to the Winnipeg
Free Press. His talk, “From Film to Theatre: The High Points of a
Journalistic Career”, will delight audiences with stories of the stars
he’s come across, from Martin Scorsese and Martin Short, to Julia
Roberts and Julie Christie. It’s an inside look into the career of one of
the city’s most high profile critics.

Coming up Tuesday, March 22, it’s the Mal Magorel Quartet.
Mal’s debut album came out last year to critical acclaim and she can
be found performing in venues throughout the city. You might have
heard her in the past singing the anthems for The Winnipeg Blue
Bombers or the Winnipeg Goldeyes. Appearing with Mal on piano is
musical wunderkind Jonathan Alexiuk,  as well as Bob VandenBroek,
percussion and horns; and Christopher Berti on bass. Mal’s concert
features original compositions defined by her blend of pop, soul and
funk, plus some Hebrew and Yiddish surprises.

On Thursday, March 24, the closing event in Music ‘N’ Mavens for
2016 will be a delightful cabaret presented by Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre Artistic Director, Ari Weinberg. It’s called “Shmaltz &
Showtunes with Ari Weinberg & Friends”. Ari mixes comedy,
music and storytelling into a show that is fun, cheeky and celebratory.
As the concert is on Purim, a holiday that obligates us to celebrate and
be joyful, it’s the perfect conclusion to a great season of Music ‘N’
Mavens.

Music ‘N’ Mavens program time is 2:00 - 3:00 p.m. Tickets are sold
at the door and concerts are $7 for Rady JCC members, $11 for non-
members. Lectures: Silver collection only. For more information, call
the Rady JCC (204) 477-7510 or go to www.radyjcc.com

Tickets are available by calling Shalom Residences office 
at 204-582-7064 or through the Park Theatre

www.myparktheatre.com.

Community news

I also wondered how likely it would
be for a Jewish boy to bring home a
non-Jewish girl to meet his intolerant
parents in 2016 –as happens in

“Shiksa”? For the most part we’re secure enough with ourselves – and
so fully integrated into the larger community, that it’s now the norm for
Jews and non-Jews, as well as individuals of the same sex, to end up in
relationships with one another.

Just think though, how lucky we are to be living in a country where
members of different groups can be totally relaxed in each other’s com-
pany, where life and death threats are things that others in distant lands
have to worry about, and where the causes that may have animated our
grandparents into radicalization are now but distant memories. Without
the fear of persecution, will we continue on the path toward assimilation?
Yes, inevitably, but faced with the alternative of turning inward, as
Israelis are now doing, and seeking to expel anyone who isn’t part of the
same community, I would much prefer assimilation than having my iden-
tity reinforced by bigotry and fear of the unknown, as was the case in
Salem so many years ago.

Short takes
(Continued from page 4.)
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MEMORIAMS
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ELAINE MARILYN GOLDBERG
1930 - 2016

Elaine died peacefully
at her home in Winnipeg
on February 28, 2016,
surrounded by those who
loved her most. She is
survived and will be
deeply missed by her hus-
band of 61 years, Percy
Goldberg; four children -
Hennie Corrin (Richard
Corrin), Barbara
Goldberg, Patrice
Goldberg, Laurence
Goldberg (Diane
Spivak); seven grandchil-

dren - Matthew Corrin, (Kate Corrin), Rachel Nedelec
(Adam Nedelec), Adam Corrin, Jonathan Goldberg,
Rebecca Goldberg, Eric Meche and Michael Goldberg;
and four great-grandchildren - Annie and Whitney
Corrin and Lyla and Charlie Nedelec; and her brother
Paul Morton (Karen Morton), and will be sadly missed
by her sister-in-law and brother-in-law, Adele and Syd
Standil, and by her many nieces and nephews. She was
predeceased by her parents, Henry and Rebecca Morton.

Elaine lived her life fully and all in. She was born in
Winnipeg in 1930 to Rebecca and Henry Morton. Her
father died suddenly in 1951 when Elaine was 21 and
her brother Paul was only 13. Elaine was especially
close with her mother Beck and many of Beck’s nine
siblings. She cared for many of her aunts in their later
years, a tradition of caring that she extended to all her
family and friends.

She and Percy met in the lobby of the Royal York
Hotel before the 1953 Grey Cup game. They were
married four months later and in less than five years
they had four children. Family was always the most
important thing in Elaine’s life, and she spent many
hours anticipating the needs of Percy, and her children
and grandchildren, and planning wonderful meals,
parties and activities - in Winnipeg, Winnipeg Beach
and West Hawk Lake, and also in Longboat Key.

Always active in the community, in 1991 Elaine was
the originator of CancerCare Manitoba Foundation’s
Guardian Angel Benefit for Women’s Cancer, a signa-
ture event for the Winnipeg community that is still
running 25 years later. She also served on the Boards of
CancerCare Manitoba Foundation, the St. Boniface
Hospital and the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. Elaine
was an elegant, kind and passionate woman, who loved
a good laugh. Her life was made meaningful by many
close friendships. She playing golf and tennis in-
tensely, and was an avid sports fan her entire life.

As her health declined, there were many people who
stepped in to coordinate her care and make her time
easier. The family would like to thank Mrs. Anna
Friesen, as well as Maria Taflan, Edith Mendoza,
Maryann Cuevas, Leonara Mamorno and Heather
Yakamoski.

Funeral services were held Tuesday, March 1 at
Shaarey Zedek synagogue.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made in
Elaine’s honour to CancerCare Manitoba Foundation
(http://www.cancercarefdn.mb.ca/),

Tel. (204) 787-4177.

GERTRUDE “TOOTS” FINGOLD
With sadness, we an-

nounce the passing on
February 6th of Gertrude
“Toots” Fingold just short
of her 93rd birthday and
after a lengthy illness.

Toots leaves behind her
beloved husband,
Nathan, her children,
Martin (Linda) Fingold,
Karen Simkin and Arlene
(Mike) Charach. She will
be missed by her grand-

children, Marni (Hartley) Miller, Steven (Carrie)
Fingold, Jory (Joelly) Simkin, Adam Simkin, Erin
Simkin, Carly (Mike) Lightstone and Kevin Charach,
as well as eleven great-grandchildren.

Born in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan in 1923 to
Samuel and Sarah Finkleman, Toots was the youngest
and last-surviving of seven children. Toots’ family was
always very proud of their father’s legacy, “Elman’s
Food Products”, which he started in the basement of the
family home on Boyd Avenue in Winnipeg and contin-
ues today after more than 70 years in business.

In 1944, Toots married Nate and they shared over 71
years together. They enjoyed many years as members
of the Glendale Golf and Country Club and winters in
Florida.

Toots loved flowers and music. She enjoyed her
social life which centered around golf, bowling and
playing cards. She was recognized for being a “life
master” in bridge and was sought after by many to be
her partner. She had a beautiful smile and was loved by
so many friends.

The family would like to specially acknowledge
Elena Episcope who provided such wonderful care and
dedication throughout Toots’ illness. The family would
also like to thank the staff at the Simkin Centre and
Cantor Mass of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

In honour of Toots, donations to the “Nate & Toots
Fingold Family Fund” at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba will be gratefully accepted.

In Memoriam

In memory of our dearly
beloved

SAUL GOORVICH
who passed away
March 19, 1978

10 days in Adar II
Many a lonely heartache,
Often a silent tear.
But always a beautiful memory
Of one we loved so dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RICHARD

STILLWATER MD
who passed away
March 17, 2011

11 Days in Adar II
To remember you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED DEVERE
who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM (Simon)

GREENFELD
who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

SIMMA ETKIN
December 7, 1920 - March 2, 2016

Simma (nee Schom) Etkin passed away in her fam-
ily’ s embrace Wednesday night March 2, 2016 at the
Simkin Centre in Winnipeg at the age of 95. She is
survived by her older sister, Bessie Chisvin, her loving
children, Barbara (husband Andy), Shannon (wife
Patti), Maureen (husband Neil) and Brian (partner
Terri), 7 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren.

Simma had been an active member of the Jewish
community and was loved and respected by friends and
family. She was a warm and giving person well known
for her generous support of many charities and her
warm hospitality. Meals and celebrations were an
integral part of her life and all were welcome.

Simma and her husband Jack are sorely missed.
In lieu of flowers the family requests donations be

made to Jewish Women International: (jwi.org) or a
charity of your choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC

SIMOVITCH
who passed away
March 16, 1992

12 Days in Adar II
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
With aches in our hearts
And tears in our eyes
We light the twenty-fourth candle
In your beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children
Sandra and Ean, Rhona and
Harvey, loving grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of

CLARA

CHARLAT
who passed away

March 4, 1996
13 days in Adar II

— Always in our thoughts and
lovingly remembered by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Deadline for the
March 30 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, March 24

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 16
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In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABE EARN
who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II
— Lovingly remembered
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

GITEL and WILLIAM RAIZEN
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

— Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

April 5, 1982
12 Days in Nissan

March 23, 1984
20 Days in Adar II

U.S. news

WASHINGTON (JTA) – President Barack Obama once
invoked his own unlikely trajectory to the presidency to make
the case to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that he
understood what it took to overcome obstacles.

The revelation of another wrinkle in the contentious relation-
ship came during an extensive interview Obama gave Jeffrey
Goldberg of the Atlantic that was posted online March 10.

Obama describes his frustrations with world leaders, includ-
ing Arab and Muslim leaders. In Netanyahu’s case, he says he
believes Netanyahu might have been the leader to forge a peace
deal with the Palestinians but is hemmed in by Israel’s politics.

“Bibi, you have to understand something,” Obama recalls
telling Netanyahu after the Israeli prime minister launched
into what Obama considered a “condescending” explanation
of the hard realities of the Middle East. “I’m the African-
American son of a single mother, and I live here, in this house.
I live in the White House. I managed to get elected president
of the United States. You think I don’t understand what you’re

talking about, but I do.”
The leaders did not always disagree. Netanyahu, Goldberg

writes, was the rare figure who agreed that Obama’s handling
of the Syrian chemical weapons crisis was a success.

Obama’s major foreign policy frustration, Goldberg makes
clear in the article, is that his 2013 decision to pull back from a
threat to bomb Syria should it use chemical weapons against
insurgents is, in the conventional wisdom, seen as a capitulation.
Once it was clear Syria had used the weapons, Obama backed
away from his pledge to strike and instead sought – but did not
receive from Congress – a go-ahead to bomb. Subsequently, he
worked with Russia to strip the Assad regime of its chemical
weapons capabilities. Goldberg reports that Netanyahu
described the deal as “the one ray of light in a very dark region.”

Obama acknowledges that his 2009 speech in Cairo
addressing the Islamic world was not a success in that it did
not spur reflection among some Muslims and Arabs about the
reflexive tendency to blame Israel.

For more information please call 694-3332.
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M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Are you worried or concerned
about your loved one? I am a
mature individual with many
years of experience working
with seniors either in their

homes or in a facility. I am a
retired recreation facilitator

and I bring all my experience
and skills with me. I am

looking to be a companion.
I am known by my friends and
colleagues as a very kind and

compassionate person.
I speak fluent Yiddish.
References on request

Call Esther 204-334-4192

CAREGIVER

Bus.   204-339-6969
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Chartered Professional Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
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Obama to Netanyahu: As black son of single mother, 
I understand Israel’s harsh reality

“My argument was this: Let’s all stop pretending that the cause of the Middle East’s problems is
Israel,” he told Goldberg. “We want to work to help achieve statehood and dignity for the
Palestinians, but I was hoping that my speech could trigger a discussion, could create space for
Muslims to address the real problems they are confronting – problems of governance, and the fact
that some currents of Islam have not gone through a reformation that would help people adapt their
religious doctrines to modernity. My thought was, I would communicate that the U.S. is not standing
in the way of this progress, that we would help, in whatever way possible, to advance the goals of a
practical, successful Arab agenda that provided a better life for ordinary people.”

The speech, at the outset of both leaders’ terms, helped sour relations with Netanyahu, in part
because Obama appeared to justify Israel’s existence by invoking the Holocaust, and also because
Obama did not travel to neighboring Israel during the tour, something his closest advisers have since
said was a mistake.

Obama also says for the first time that he would have struck Iran if it came close to nuclear break-
out.

“I actually would have,” he told Goldberg, who has written in the past about the skepticism he has
encountered among Israelis and some in the pro-Israel community, who believe Obama was bluffing.
“If I saw them break out.”

Obama said striking Iran’s nuclear program “was in the category of an American interest.”
Instead, Iran and six major powers, led by the United States, agreed last year to a sanctions relief

for nuclear rollback deal. Netanyahu believes the deal, while stripping Iran of its weapons capability
for now, allows it to quickly resume its capability once some of the regimens in the deal lapse in 15
years.

Boston-area Catholic high school apologizes
for anti-Semitic taunts at basketball game

(JTA) - A Boston-area Catholic boys’ school apologized for some of its
students chanting an anti-Semitic taunt at a basketball game with a pre-
dominantly Jewish public high school.

“You killed Jesus,” students from Catholic Memorial School in West
Roxbury, Massachusetts, shouted Friday night during a game with
Newton North High School.

In response, the Newton fans fell silent in shock and anger, the Boston
Globe reported.

The city of Newton, a Boston suburb, is about one-third Jewish.
“Catholic Memorial School is deeply disturbed by the behavior of a

group of student spectators who made an unacceptable chant Friday night
while playing Newton North High School,” Catholic Memorial President
Peter Folan said in a statement the day after. “Catholic Memorial School
believes deeply that intolerance, of any kind, is unacceptable. We apolo-
gize for the actions of our students and we will continue to strenuously
address this issue within our community.”

The Catholic Memorial students were reprimanded and each personal-
ly apologized to the principal and shook his hand, according to the Globe.

Newton Superintendent David Fleishman, who arrived after the anti-
Semitic chants, but learned about them from parents in the stand, called
the statement “chilling.”

“In my mind, this is incredibly upsetting and troubling, and they have
a lot of work to do at Catholic Memorial,” Fleishman told the Boston
Globe.

Fleishman said he contacted the Anti-Defamation League about the
incident, which Newton students would discuss at school on Monday.
The ADL said it would work with both schools in the wake of the inci-
dent.

Fleishman also acknowledged that Newton students made offensive
statements about the fact that no girls attend Catholic Memorial.

Catholic Memorial beat Newton North, 77-73, in a division champi-
onship game.

The chanting came one day after Cardinal Sean O’Malley, speaking at
Temple Emanuel in Newton, called for Catholics and Jews to “build a
civilization of love.”
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Joanne SeiffJewish National Fund will feature “Matisyahu
The Band” at the Negev Gala 2016

Every year in Manitoba the Jewish National Fund (JNF) hosts a Negev Gala to hon-
our outstanding community leaders. This year, JNF will be honouring Peter Leipsic
at the Negev Gala to be held on May 31st, 2016 at the Centennial Concert Hall in
Winnipeg. Our entertainer for the evening will be the talented reggae vocalist
Matisyahu, who will deliver a special musical performance. The funds raised will be
directed towards a shelter for victims of domestic violence in Israel.

Peter is a successful family man - one of the most respected figures in the insurance
industry in Manitoba, and has been an active and appreciated member of our com-
munity for many years. He has an extensive record of national and local community
service including leadership positions of: the Jewish National Fund, Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, Jewish Child and Family Service, Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, Heart and Stroke Foundation and the Red Cross, just to name a few.

Peter Leipsic’s commitment to protect others both as a professional and as a phil-
anthropist inspired him to choose a unique project in which JNF and “No 2 Violence
Against Women” joined forces. The project will have a life altering impact on women
and children that desperately need this facility. The shelter will provide safe housing,
emotional and social support for families, enabling them to rebuild their lives and
have a real chance to start over in the wake of family shattering abuse. 

“Domestic violence is a serious problem worldwide and in Israel as well. When
JNF presented this opportunity to help women and children to have a fresh start, it
really touched my heart and it was a no brainer for me, Keren and I decided to sup-
port it,” says Peter Leipsic.

We are pleased to feature one the biggest exponents of  Hip Hop Reggae,
Matisyahu, as this year’s Negev Gala entertainer. He has recorded eight studio
records and never stops creating new songs, exceeding expectations and reinventing
himself with each album. Matisyahu is serious about his craft and his diverse style has
garnered Grammy nominations, first positions on Billboard and Reggae charts, gold
record certifications, and a broad audience. 

“We are thrilled to present this world class artist to Winnipeg audiences,” remarked
JNF Regional President Karla Berbrayer. “We know that his wide range of appeal will
draw new fans and have many singing his positive message of peace long after the
evening has concluded.”

Recently Matisyahu has formed a band that truly gives itself over to the music on
par with his lyrical desire to connect with something beyond the self. No two perfor-
mances of a song are alike. At its most exultant moments, the music becomes full-
band improvisation. Lyrics are rearranged on the spot to serve the energy of the audi-
ence. What makes this music so engaging and unmatched is that Matisyahu, a vocal-
ist with no other instrument at his disposal, is an integral creative part in the impro-
visation. 

Born Matthew Miller on June 30, 1979, in West Chester, Pennsylvania,  Matisyahu
was raised as a Reconstructionist Jew. In 2001 he joined the Chabad movement and
got into the music scene in 2004 as a bearded, beat-boxing, Hassidic star. In 2011, he
distanced himself from this Orthodox movement, shaving his beard and stating “no
more Hassidic reggae superstar”. Matisyahu continues to perform internationally and
his music still draws inspiration from Jewish religious sources. 

Purim and holy/transgressive
community space

Breaking the rules, or violating taboos, is
something we think about on Purim. Usually,
we come to synagogue dressed in everyday or
nice clothing. On Purim, we wear costumes.
While we might have a drink in celebration at
a bris or at a fancy Kiddush lunch, on Purim
it is different. 

I’ve been to congregations where folks in
crazy wigs and masks pass a flask of scotch

from one adult to the next, while hearing the Megillah. We yell, use our
noisemakers, and stamp our feet while hearing the Book of Esther.
There’s a real chance to break the everyday rules about how we behave
and have fun doing it.

Some aspects of Purim are just a blast! It’s both a chance to let loose,
and an actual religious obligation to hear the Megillah read. For people
who are regular attendees at a specific congregation, it is lots of fun to
celebrate and see your family, friends and their children all getting their
party on.

These ‘non-normative’ moments, like Purim, are important ones for our
community. For instance, raising a Sukkah with others at shul or cooking
together for a soup kitchen help us see ourselves and others differently.
This is Mrs. So and So, who always wears a flowered dress to services.
She is good with a hammer! 

Here’s a family doctor who also makes a mean bowl of chili… When I
was a kid, my congregation worked together to build a wooden play-
ground designed by Robert Leathers. The playground deteriorated and
the congregation had to replace it long ago, but the community-building
it represented was far more lasting.

If you only know a person from Shabbat morning services and maybe
the Kiddush lunch afterwards, you may not get a full picture of who he
or she really might be the rest of the time. 

Being Jewish isn’t just for Shabbat or Passover. It’s an all the time
thing, yet sometimes we relinquish our Jewish selves to specific holidays
and events. We forget that doing Jewish is an all-the-time proposition.

Purim, and other non-traditional moments that we celebrate as a con-
gregation or a community give us a chance to break out of our routines.
We can ‘transgress’ for a day, within limits, and it’s ok. For many of us,
we need the break! 

Every so often, many folks have a “mental health day” and take a day
off  school or work. Instead of school, I went to a museum with one of
parents, or to hear a concert, or even just do errands with grown-ups,
instead. As a teenager, I can remember summer vacation days when I just
read a book in bed, or sat outside at a park with friends. In a sense, Purim
is exactly that kind of mental health activity. We need to do something
outrageous together, even as we celebrate a story that is a little too graph-
ic, sexual and violent.

Recently, I heard a sermon about what a synagogue should be. Is it
exclusively a Beit Tefillah, a house of prayer? Is it a place for learning?
Or a place to gather? Yes, it’s all three. All three of these things…and
more…are the ways we build real rich and meaningful community. It’s a
chance to get to know others beyond how they daven or interact at work.
Getting to know someone is a rich and multi-layered process. 

A congregation needs to build on that opportunity for
community…because when (not if) someone is sick or someone dies,
when a baby is born or a wedding happens, it needs to happen in com-
munity. We need to support each other together. Our strategic vision for
the future must include ways to promote a sustainable Jewish communi-
ty…because, as that sermon mentioned, you can’t buy one at the store.

The building where we get together is just concrete and bricks. That’s
important, in a way, but how we gather together, how we understand what
our daily ‘rules’ are, through study, prayer, and time together, how we
respect and take care of each other, goes far beyond one service or one
event or one building. So, when it is time to break the rules and have fun,
we know each other well enough to do it together, wherever we do it.
Because drinking alone on Purim? It’s so not the point! We are the Jewish
people who can make the space holy, and you can’t transgress in a holy
space until you’ve figured out what the rules were in the first place.
Bringing the party to Purim means showing up on other days, too. Let’s
build community together. 

Rock on! It’s Purim time! L’chaim!

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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The Jewish boys of summer are raring to hit the diamonds…for real
Because spring is just around the corner

and the major leagues of baseball begin
play in earnest come early April, it creates
for most baseball aficionados a kind of
light heartedness. Such being the case, like
any motivational speaker worth his jokes,
allow me to lift your spirits even further
with a dose of good humour. 

Once upon a time there was a major
league pitcher and highly regarded third

base coach with the now defunct Washington Senators named Al
Schacht (1892-1984). He played but three seasons in the sun and
boasted a modest record of 14 wins and 10 losses and an ERA of
4.48. 

He was nicknamed “The Clown Prince of Baseball” and appar-
ently had the incomparable talent of mimicking other ballplayers
while standing as a coach along the lines. And here is one of his
quips. 

“There is talk that I am Jewish just because my father was Jewish and my
mother is Jewish, I speak Yiddish, and I once studied to be a rabbi and can-
tor. Well that’s exactly how rumours get started. “

Hopefully, the Toronto Blue Jays will be cackling too, after they win the
final game of the World Series come the fall of 2016. 

To accomplish the aforementioned feat, they will most certainly require
at least a duplicate performance on the part of their outstanding centre
fielder KEVIN PILLAR, 27, who, in 2015, enjoyed a breakthrough sea-
son getting into 159 games compared with only 53 the year previous. 

The man with the strong arm, who may bat leadoff in 2016, had 586 at
bats, recorded 163 hits, lined 31 doubles, 12 homeruns, drove in 56 runs,
showed speed on the base paths - stealing 25 bases, and had a respectable
batting average of .278. 

As for his acrobatics as an outfielder, the L.A. born Pillar was announced
last season as a finalist for the Gold Glove award in centre-field along with
the ultimate winners, Kevin Kiermaier of the Rays and Mike Trout of the
Angels. In November, however, the Jewish Blue Jay was named the 2015
Wilson Defensive Player of the Year for center field. Not bad for a 32nd
round (979th overall) selection in 2011.

On the personal side, Kevin was born to Mike and Wendy Pillar; his mom
is Jewish and dad Christian. He had his Bar Mitzvah and he follows his
faith. 

RYAN BRAUN of the Milwaukee Brewers will no doubt carry the stig-
ma of a 65-game suspension during the 2013 season that tarnished his rep-
utation after using performance enhancing drugs. His punishment was sec-
ond only to the Yankees’ Alex Rodriguez, who was forced to sit out an
entire year. 

Braun tried to mend fences after first being indignant and constantly
denying any involvement with drugs. Contrition
on his part followed and one of his patch jobs
was to even end up contacting season-ticket hold-
ers to deliver personal apologies.

In any event, last season the now 32-year-old
outfielder hit .285 in 506 plate appearances to go
along with 25 homers and 84 RBI. He still has the
legs - stealing 24 bases out of 28 tries.

DANNY VALENCIA is his name and he plays
third base for the Oakland A’s plus the outfield
and, on occasion, second and first base. Despite
being only 31-years-of-age, the one-time draftee
of the Twins always keeps his bags packed since
he has already played with Minnesota, Boston,
Baltimore, Kansas City, and twice with Toronto.
His versatility, to be sure, makes him a most trad-
able commodity. His résumé in the minors also
indicates that all-star teams are not foreign to
him. 

Danny ended last season somewhat disappoint-
ed when the Blue Jays shipped him off to the
lowly A’s and he missed a golden opportunity to
get into the World Series. In 58 games with
Toronto he was hitting a very respectable .296.
With Oakland the U of Miami grad hit .284 and
belted 11 homers in 47 games. 

His parents are Mindy Valencia, who is Jewish
and who is married to Michael Valencia, a Cuban
immigrant who converted to Judaism. Danny
grew up in Boca Raton, attended Hebrew school
and was Bar Mitzvah. 

His sister is Laura. 

IAN KINSLER, 33, despite initially
being drafted by Detroit spent his first
eight seasons with the Texas Rangers and
the latter two as a Tiger. No matter wher-
ever he has played, he’s been s a superior second baseman and lead-off bat-
ter and worth every buck he’s been paid. 

In 2015 the Tucson-born Kinsler further demonstrated that he could han-
dle the stick. In 154 games and 624 at bats Ian boasted a BA of .296, scored
94 runs and drove in 73 more on 185 hits, which consisted of 35 doubles,
7 triples and 11 homers. 

His dad is Jewish and mom a Catholic. He is a prominent figure in the
Jewish community, works for many charitable causes, and apparently
enjoys the attention it brings him in the community 

JOC PEDERSON, 23, a center fielder, is entering his second full season
in the majors with the Los Angeles Dodgers, the team that drafted him in
2010 at #352. For want of a better description, he has interesting numbers
To wit: The 6’, 215 lb left-handed batter played in 151 games and in 480 at
bats struck out 170 times, and hit a meagre 210. 

On the plus side - don’t disturb your bingo card, Pederson’s palpable
numbers speak otherwise. His spectacular numbers in A, AA, and in AAA
Albuquerque, are too numerous to mention. Last season in L.A. he did swat
26 taters, recorded 101 hits, had 19 doubles, scored 67 runs, and drove in
54.

Oh yes, the brilliant center fielder made the 2015 major league all-star
team. 

Joc’s mom Shelley is Jewish by birth, dad Stu a 12-year minor leaguer
who himself played eight games with the Dodgers, is not. By virtue of his
heritage, young Pederson played in 2013 with the Israeli national baseball
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KEVIN PILLAR baseball card; Blue Jays
center fielder.

JOC PEDERSON Los
Angeles Dodgers outfielder.



team. 
Left fielder SAM FULD, 34, when it comes to

major league baseball is a survivor in every sense
of the word. By sporting standards he is a little
guy at about 5’8” and 175-80 lbs. The Stanford
grad was diagnosed with Type One diabetes at
age ten, has to self inject in the dugout during a
game and, like the Jays’ Kevin Pillar, he’ll run
into outfield walls and make acrobatic catches.
He was once referred to as “a crash test dummy
with a death wish.”

While the record shows the Cubs’ draftee
played in 120 games last season with the
Oakland A’s ,the Durham, N.H.-born athlete is
often brought into games for his aforementioned
sterling catches and above average left arm. 

In 2015, Fuld had 290 at bats, drove in 22 runs,
struck out 55 times, stole nine bases and hit but .197. The two-time college
All American has also done his thing consistently with the Cubs, Rays,
Twins, and twice with the A’s. 

His dad is Jewish and mom Catholic. He was exposed to both religions
and considers himself Jewish. Hence, much support from that community.

SCOTT FELDMAN, 33, was a 30th round
pick of the Texas Rangers in 2003 and is in his
11th season on the mound. The Hawaiian born
6’7” and 210 pounder is intimidating and rarely
charged at by batters at the plate - who feel
threatened by his presence. 

In 2015, the right-hander, who was a former
reliever until 2008, started 18 games for the
Houston Astros, pitched 108 innings, and fin-
ished up with a 5-5 won-lost record and
respectable ERA of 3.90. A sprained shoulder
last September put him on the disabled list for
the remainder of the season. 

A number of other Jewish ballplayers, both
veteran major leaguers and minor league ones,
are on the cusp as spring training camps wind
down and may begin 2016 at the AAA
level….or not. TBA in the next issue.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.

Continued from previous page.
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Susan Weidman-Schneider Founder
and Editor in Chief of Lilith Magazine

Keynote Speaker at 
Jewish Women’s Symposium 

April 9 and 10 

The Rady Jewish Community Centre and National Council of
Jewish Women of Canada – Winnipeg Section are excited to
announce the Jewish Women’s Symposium on April 9 and 10 at the
Rady JCC. 

This exciting event will bring together women of all ages to explore
different ways women can make a difference in the Jewish and gen-
eral communities.

We are thrilled that former Winnipegger Susan Weidman-
Schneider – Founder and Editor –in- Chief of Lilith, an award win-
ning Jewish feminist magazine is confirmed as the keynote speaker.
The magazine, and her books, articles and lectures, are often credited
with changing the way women see themselves and shape their roles in
the Jewish community. Lilith provides women with fuel to power
change.

Schneider’s major articles have covered, among other subjects,
Jewish women’s philanthropy, the Jewish stake in abortion rights,
gender stereotypes of Jews and the positive effects of feminism on
Jewish life. She has won several journalism awards and has discussed
the issues she’s covered on national media, including “Oprah!”,
“Good Morning America” and CNN. Her work has been featured in
The New York Times, Newsweek, Glamour and USA Today. 

She is the author of three books: “Jewish and Female”, the first book
to take a comprehensive look at Jewish women’s special concerns;
“Intermarriage: The Challenge of Living with Differences between
Christians and Jews” and “Head and Heart”, about money in the lives
of women. 

The Jewish Women’s Symposium will begin on Saturday evening
with Havdallah and a program showcasing women’s contributions to
the performing arts. This will be followed by a wine and dessert
reception. Sunday will be a series of sessions through a Jewish lens
with panelists discussing such topics as Women in Jewish
Leadership/Cultivating the Next Generation, Choices We Made,
Jumping In, Navigating Challenges and Social Action/Jewish Values.
Free Childcare is available on Sunday. 

A committee of community volunteers led by Symposium Co-
Chairs Lindsay Sawyer-Fay (Rady JCC) and Yelena Maleyev
(NCJWC- Winnipeg Section) is putting together an exciting program
that is sure to be empowering, educational and enlightening.

The Jewish Women’s Symposium is generously supported by the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and Women’s Philanthropy-Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg.  To register contact the Rady JCC at (204)
477-7510 or www.radyjcc.com

Houston Astros pitcher SCOTT FELDMAN.


