
By BERNIE BELLAN

As governments, businesses, and organiza-
tions throughout the world assess just
what steps are necessary to take in order

to halt the spread of the Coronavirus (COVID-
19), Jewish organizations in Winnipeg have also
begun to adopt new measures in reaction to the
extraordinarily swift spread of the pandemic.

The first cancellations began on Thursday,
March 12 when the Jewish Learning Institute
(of Chabad Winnipeg) issued an email announc-
ing that an event that was to take place on
Wednesday, March 18, a “Challah Bake”, was
now being taken “online” instead.

The email stated that “In light of the recent
developments regarding the Coronavirus
(COVID-19), and following recommendations
from Canada.ca guidance documents, we have
decided to take the Challah Bake online.

“The event will be streamed live at the original
date and time, at 7:00 pm on Wednesday, March
18. Now everyone can participate from the com-
fort and safety of their homes. All ticket holders
will receive an email on Wednesday morning
with a link to the live feed.”

On Friday, March 13, the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada announced that the
Kanee Lecture, which was to delivered by
Daniel Gordis on May 13, has been postponed
until the fall. JHCWC Executive Director Belle
Jarniewski explained that Gordis is currently in
Israel and, as flights from Israel have been dras-
tically curtailed for the time being, the decision
was taken to postpone the lecture.

On March 14 the JHCWC also announced that
the program on chess that was planned for
Sunday, March 15 has been postponed

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has been
in constant contact with Jewish organizations –
as events have been fast moving. One of the first
cancellations announced by the Federation was
the March of the Living, which was scheduled to
take place beginning April 21 in Poland. Elaine
Goldstine, CEO of the Federation, said that she
was sad to have to tell the 24 students who had
signed up from Manitoba that this year’s march
had to be cancelled.

The Shaarey Zedek did not cancel Saturday
services on March 14, but on March 16 the fol-
lowing notice was received from the Shaarey
Zedek:

In consultation with staff and our Board
Executive, it has been decided that as a precau-
tionary measure we will be Closing
Congregation Shaarey Zedek effective immedi-
ately for all Services and Programs scheduled to
be held in our synagogue.

The building itself will remain open but oper-
ating on a limited staff basis. The reduced oper-
ating hours for the building will be 7:30 a.m. to
6:30 p.m. Our Rabbis and Lay Clergy will be
here for consultation and can be reached as fol-
lows:

Daily Minyan and Shabbat Services will be
conducted online. Our ritual team led by Rabbi
Leibl and Rabbi Mass will continue to lead all
services. You can follow online at www.szwin-
nipeg.ca.

Family Services will be cancelled until further
notice.

The Rady JCC began by cancelling all cultur-
al programming. On Friday afternoon, March
13, Rob Berkowits, Executive Director of the
Rady JCC, issued the following email
(abridged): “Today, we have made the correct
decision to postpone/cancel all events effective
now until April 28, 2020. As of right now, the
Fitness Centre will remain open.”

But, by Monday, March 16, as events proved
to be swift flowing, the decision was taken to
close the Rady JCC completely. The following
email was issued by Rob Berkowits: 

Over the last 72 hours, multiple new cases of
COVID-19 have been identified throughout
Canada including here in Winnipeg. The
Manitoba Health Minister is suggesting that cit-
izens do not partake in large public gatherings
where the risk of COVID-19 spread can
increase. We are also anticipating the provincial
and federal governments to make announce-
ments shortly calling for the closure of all non-
essential services.

As of 3:00 p.m. Monday, March 16, 2020, we
have shut down all Rady JCC operations for
the foreseeable future. All off-site Rady
JCC programming is cancelled/postponed
until further notice as well. 

The Winnipeg Jewish Theatre has post-
poned its next production, “Narrow
Bridge”, which was scheduled to open
March 28. WJT has moved the world pre-
miere of “Narrow Briege” into its 2020-
2021 season. “Narrow Bridge” will replace
the previously announced production of
“Trayf” by Lindsay Joelle from March 4 -
14, 2021. 

We contacted Faith Kaplan of the Adas
Yeshurun-Herzlia Congregation to ask
whether the Caroline Glick lecture, sched-
uled for May 4, has either been postponed
or cancelled. As of the time of writing this,
no decision has been taken.

The Gwen Secter Centre issued this
release on Sunday, March 15: “In response
to COVID-19, Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre will be cancelling all programming.
The Wednesday program will be cancelled
until after Passover. All exercise programs,
concerts and social programs are cancelled
until April 6 (for now). We will reassess and
provide updates as we have them  Operating
hours will be reduced in order to limit traf-
fic and third party services. At Gwen Secter
we are talking all necessary precautions to
ensure everyone’s health and safety. 

“|The kitchen will continue operations.
Kosher Meals on Wheels will run and we
will continue to accept your Passover cater-
ing orders”. 

The Simkin Centre announced the fol-
lowing on its Facebook page on Sunday,

March 15: 
“In an effort to keep our residents safe and out

of an abundance of caution, all visitors will be
screened at the front door effective Monday
March 16th. We will be restricting visiting hours
during this time from 12pm to 7pm.

“Please note if you have been outside of
Canada you will not be allowed into the Simkin
Centre.”

In addition, the Province of Manitoba issued
the following bulletin on Monday, March 16,
apropos of hospitals and Personal Care Homes: 

“Certain individuals should NOT visit acute
care or long-term care facilities.  This includes
those who have:

•    returned from international travel in the last
14 days;

•    been instructed to self-isolate for 14 days;
or

•    have cold or flu-like symptoms, such as a
cough, fever, runny nose, sore throat, weakness
or headache.”

On Sunday evening, March 15, Gray
Academy posted this announcement to its
Facebook page:

“Monday, March 16, will be our last day of in-
class learning until Passover Break.

“Tuesday, March 17 and Wednesday, March 18
will be In-Service days. Teachers and staff will
use this time to put plans and processes into
action for remote learning for all grades.

“Remote learning will begin on Thursday,
March 19 for all grades.”
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Jewish Post & News donates profits from its
YMHA 100th anniversary

commemorative publication to  Rady JCC

Jewish Post & News Publisher Bernie Bellan
hands over a cheque for $3100 to Rady JCC
Executive Director Rob Berkowits (Inset: Cover
of the special commemorative issue)

This past November, in honour of the 100th
anniversary of the YMHA having received its charter,
The Jewish Post & News published a special com-
memorative issue marking that occasion. At the time
our paper made a commitment to both the Rady JCC
and any advertisers who wanted to join in saluting
the YMHA/Rady JCC that we would allocate a por-
tion  of  the profits made from that November
Lifestyles issue  to the Rady JCC. We kept our word
- and handed a cheque for $3100 to Rob Berkowits
on Thursday, March 5. 

Jewish community organizations take steps 
in reaction to spread of COVID-19
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Community news

Rady JCC Youth Program Coordinator Ian Baruch attends International 
BBYO Convention, along with 19 members of Red River Region 

When Ian
B a r u c h
accepted the

position of Youth
Program Coordinator
at the Rady JCC - in
charge of BBYO,
back in August 2019,
he was excited to be
leading a program in
which he himself had
been a member only a
few years previously.

Born in Buenos
Aires, Argentina,
Baruch moved to
Israel with his family as a baby,  then seven years later to Winnipeg.

“I moved to Winnipeg and essentially grew up here,” said Baruch. “Since
I moved here, I’ve been pretty involved in the Jewish community. From
2003 to 2019, I went to Camp Massad, either as a camper, counsellor, or,
this past summer, as assistant director. I attended  Gray Academy of Jewish
Education all through elementary and high school. From Grades 9-12, I
was part of BBYO here in Winnipeg and was in a chapter called ‘Alophim,’
so it feels like I’ve come full circle – which is a great feeling.”

While BBYO offers four conventions a year, three of them are local and
the fourth is the international one. The Red River Region (essentially
Winnipeg) has six chapters, three of which  are for girls and three for boys,
with some 130  teens registered, from Grades 9-12.

This year’s international convention took place in Dallas, TX from
February 11th-17th.

“Every year, BBYO International puts on this international convention to
bring together all the BBYO regions of the world, so they can share mean-
ingful experiences with fellow Jewish young leaders,” said Baruch. “This
year, we had over 5,000 people from over 50 different countries.”

As far as any effects felt on the convention due to the Corona virus,
Baruch said, “When the convention was happening, there were only the
flying restrictions of China into the U.S., so it was still pretty new. I’m sure

if the convention were
to be planned now, it
would be much harder
to actually execute it
properly.

“This year, we had
19 people from the
Red River Region
(RRR) attend. Four of
them were interna-
tionally recognized
for their work in
BBYO within RRR,
and received awards. 

“Another two of our
members planned a
program that the inter-
national boards of
teens noticed. And

they had them put on this program for other regions at the convention.”
The highlights for Baruch included meeting young leaders from the rest

of the Jewish world and learning ideas and tips which he hopes to incorpo-
rate into his future programming.

The BBYO formal dance happened on March 7th at the Rady JCC, when
BBYO members had a chance to come out with their (non-member)
friends, dress up, dance, and have food.

From March 13th-15th, the RRR will host its final convention of the year,
holding friendly competitions between the chapters that include, “Before I
die, I want to _____.”

“Every year, the theme is in that style,” said Baruch. “They fill in the
blank with what they want and make that their theme. They make it as seri-
ous or as foolish as they like, as long as it’s appropriate.”

Toward the end of the convention, time is spent on allowing the Grade 12
members to share about their time with BBYO. “This is also a good oppor-
tunity for the new members who have never attended this specific conven-
tion, to see what they have to look forward to and get an idea of programs
that have been run over the years, and things of that nature,” said Baruch.

On March 22nd, the teens will participate in J-Serve, an international day
of Jewish service. (Ed. note: As of the time of publication, this event will
likely be canceled.)

This year, they will have a variety of stations set up at the Rady JCC with
each station led by a BBYO team with an adult representative from various
organizations. “For example, we’ll have a sandwich making station, a soup
making station, a food sorting station, and more,” said Baruch. “It’s most-
ly geared to teens, but everyone is welcome.”

BBYO member Adelle Bloom’s report on the convention

IAN BARUCH surrounded by some
Winnipeg members of  BBG

IAN BARUCH with actor JESSE EISEN-
BERG at BBYO International Convention

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

By ADELLE BLOOM 
This year, I had the opportuni-

ty to attend one of the world’s
biggest Jewish youth conven-
tions: BBYO’s International
Convention, commonly referred
to as I.C. I met with over 3,000
delegates from around the world
in Dallas, Texas, USA. The con-
vention ran from February 12th
to 17th. To say I was over-
whelmed would be an under-
statement! There were teens
from over 40 countries, includ-
ing 19 people from Winnipeg, all
meeting in one place. I met so
many people from around the
world and made friendships that
would have never been possible
otherwise. There were chances
to go sightseeing, including, The
Modern Art Museum of Fort
Worth, The Dallas Aquarium,
The Dallas Zoo, and so much
more! 

I got to hear so many amazing speakers, including Chris Ulmer,
founder of “Special Books by Special Kids”‘ and David Dobrik,
YouTuber and influencer. Ted Cruz, Senator of Texas, and Prime

Minister Trudeau made video
statements as well! 

Jesse Eisenberg, award win-
ning actor and playwright, talked
about his Jewish upbringing, the
role mental health plays in our
lives, and his activism with
domestic violence and sexual
assault. 

Bari Weiss, writer and editor
for the New York Times, and
author of How To Fight Anti-
Semitism, talked about her expe-
riences with anti-Semitism and
growing up at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Pittsburgh. She
mentioned some questions she
had heard as she travelled across
the world, speaking to Jewish
communities, such as: “Who are
we, why are we here, and what
are we fighting for, and what is
the Jewish future.”

But, the best part was actually
seeing how we each come

together, to make this community what it is today. It was truly an unfor-
gettable experience, and I would recommend it to anyone looking for a
place to make lifelong memories, and lifelong friends! 

BBYO members at the recent international convention held in Dallas.
Jesse Eisenberg is in the middle, while Adelle Bloom is third from the
left. Adelle’s sister, Hailee, is second from the left.



Wednesday, March 18, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3

A taste of Limmud 2020
By MYRON LOVE

Limmud Winnipeg celebrated its tenth anniversary on the weekend of
February 29/March 1 with quite possibly its best attendance to date.
Close to 400 members of our community had more than three dozen

sessions to choose from, with presenters from across Canada, New York
and Israel joining local speakers and facilitators in providing a smorgas-
bord of topics both secular and religious, cultural and culinary.

As usual, this writer indulged in a representative sampling of what was
on the menu, balancing local and Israeli issues with some religious study
as well as delving into Jewish history. And, while each session could make
for an entire feature on its own, space considerations leave me to focus on
the highlights.

So let us begin the journey.
The first session that I attended

was a presentation by former
Winnipegger Jack Frohlich, who
made a aliyah in 1989 and who, for
the past 18 years, has been teaching
conversion classes under the aus-
pices of the National Centre for
Conversion. He also works closely
with the Beta Israel (Ethiopian)
community.

Frohlich delivered two presenta-
tions – the first discussing the chal-
lenges facing Ethiopian Israelis and
the second talking about the con-
troversial issue of conversion in
Israel. There is much misinforma-
tion concerning conversion in
Israel, Frohlich pointed out.

My own understanding was that
Reform and Conservative conver-
sions are not recognized in Israel and – much to my surprise, there have
been Orthodox conversions in North America that also aren’t recognized in
Israel. The reality is that the only conversions officially recognized in Israel
are those which are approved by the Dayanim (rabbi/judges) associated
with the National Centre for Conversion.

As Frohlich noted, even a conversion by a rabbi in solidly Haredi Bnai
Brak would not be recognized.

He pointed out that while Reform and Conservative conversions may not
be recognized or the converts considered Jewish, they are still welcomed
under the Law of Return with all the benefits that come with it.

Then there is the occasional report that converts have to vow to observe
all the Mitzvot both during the conversion process and forever after on pain
of having the conversion rescinded. Not true, Frohlich said. Once one is
accepted into the Jewish commu-
nity, the individual can life his or
her life the same way those who
are born Jewish do. 

“Becoming a Jew is a two-sided
coin,” he said. “It is a two-for-one
deal. You are adopting a new reli-
gion and you become part of the
Jewish People.”

While the original Law of
Return applied only to Halachic
Jews born of a Jewish mother, he
noted, in 1970, the government
expanded the Law of Return to
include anyone with at least one
Jewish grandparent – even though
the individual would not be con-
sidered Jewish per se.

Of the Russian immigrants who
came to Israel in the 1990s,
Frohlich pointed out, about 50%
were not halachically Jewish.

He reported that Israel registers
about 2,500 conversions a year
with most of the converts being
women. “Weddings often follow,”
he said.

Quite a number of Filipinos
(Filipinas?) and Arab Moslems are
among the converts, he noted.

And the government and the rab-
binate continue to make the con-
version process easier, he added.
In recent years, all fees have been
removed and a more flexible

approach has been adopted for the learning process. 
“Most students are pleasantly surprised by their ulpan/educational expe-

riences,” Frohlich said.
He reported that about 80% of conversion applicants are approved the

first time they appear before the Bet Din with the remainder often approved
following a few more months of studying. 

From Israel, we
travel back to
Winnipeg to hear the
story of Shimon
Segal. The 33-year-
old criminal lawyer
began life with the
deck stacked against
him. He has succeed-
ed in life through his
own inner strength
and the love and sup-
port of David and
Glenda Segal and
their sons, Devin and
Ryan.

Segal was born into
a strictly Orthodox -
but dysfunctional family. Over his first few years, he was imbued with
Orthodox practice and tradition and a strong Jewish identity. The middle of
three children, he recalls a lot of arguing in the home.

He began his schooling in the Hebrew Bilingual program at Centennial
School in the North End. After Grade 2, he recalled, the family moved
south, where his parents became less and less observant and opened a
grow-op in their home. “The house was always moldy and dirty,” he
remembered.

While attending Brock Corydon’s Hebrew Bilingual program, he made
some friends among his classmates -, in particular, Devin Segal.

The Jewish Child and Family Service first stepped into the family situa-
tion when he was seven. He noted that his mother was abusive and his
father disinterested.

When he was ten, his parents split and he found himself back in the North
End in a group home where he was the only Jewish kid. “I was living a
double life,” he recalled. “I was taking the bus to Brock Corydon every day.
At the group home, I started smoking cigarettes and marijuana and wear-
ing gang clothes to try to fit in. I would show up at school smelling of cig-
arettes. I didn’t fit in anywhere. While I remained close to my friends at
Brock Corydon, most of their parents didn’t approve of their sons hanging
out with me.”

The exception was David Segal. “My dad

Happy Passover!
Sobeys Grant Park is your one stop shop 

for all your Passover needs.  
Featuring a full selection of many trusted brands:

We have everything from Matzos to the 
perfect brisket for your holiday celebration!

Continued on page 10.

Jack (Yaakov) Frohlich

Shimon Segal with Randee Pollock, the
Jewish Child and Family Service’s Adoption,
Fostercare, and Rescue Co-ordinator

Limmud 2020



Pandemics have a way of shunting almost all
other news to the sidelines, don’t they? 

While most of the local news stories that
appear in this edition were written before a series
of drastic measures were announced by various
governments – including our own Federal
Canadian government and the U.S. government,
it wouldn’t have taken too much imagination to
predict that the spread of COVID-19 was going

to force our own paper, as well as every other media outlet in the world, to
completely change its focus.

Still, some local organizations have been slower to react than others. On
Friday, March 13, I began to canvass Jewish organizations throughout
Winnipeg to see what steps they were taking to thwart the spread of the
virus. I continued canvassing organizations throughout this past weekend.
The fact remains though that there is no central coordination among Jewish
organizations here. While one might wish that some central authority could
take over in times of crisis – which is definitely what we are in now, the
nature of autonomous organizations, such as which our Jewish organiza-
tions are here, leads to mixed messaging that send confusing signals to
members of our Jewish community.

At times like this it is better to defer to experts who might tell us things
we don’t want to hear, and rather than attempt to cater to popular opinion,
experts in public health can advise what kinds of measures need to be taken
in immediate response to a health crisis.

Thus, when I canvassed various Jewish organizations to see to what
extent they were going to be curtailing their usual activities, the one
response that particularly surprised me was the Shaarey Zedek
Congregation’s response, sent Friday afternoon, March 13, that “We are
still planning for Shabbat Services (including our Family Service) to be
held here tomorrow morning and for the immediate future.”

I had been reading news reports, mostly from the U.S., about synagogues
closing en masse there – as well as the drastic curtailment of almost every
form of public activity in Israel, including synagogue services there as well
– and any form of public gathering that might involve more than 100 peo-
ple attending. The problem is that measures in both the U.S. and Israel were
put into place too late to stop the virus from spreading. As of the time of
writing, we only have four known cases of the COVID-19 virus having
affected individuals in Manitoba, but that’s probably due more to not hav-
ing as many travellers having returned here from foreign countries where
the virus is firmly established than it is due to any precautionary measures
that might have been put into place.

As an article which I’ve decided to print in this issue (on page 11), writ-
ten by a well known American epidemiologist, Dr.Gary Rankin, emphati-
cally explains: “It is my expert opinion that as a result of the emergence of
the novel coronavirus COVID-19, the Jewish community (along with all

religious and communi-
ty groups) must change
what we are doing
immediately: We need
to suspend our usual
religious services and
social gatherings.” 

One can well under-
stand the hesitation that
directors of organiza-
tions might have in
ordering drastic
changes to how their
organizations carry on
business. If anything,
Jewish organizations in
Winnipeg are often too
democratic – with end-
less committee meet-
ings that often lead to
no effective decisions
being taken so as not to
offend any particular
constituency.

But, as Dr. Rankin –
and so many other
experts in the field of
public health have been
warning now, if we’re
going to err, it has to be
on the side of caution.
If it means having to

close facilities that are normally open or at least drastically curtailing the
number of individuals allowed into those facilities, so be it. 

Since this virus first appeared in China in December, most countries have
been slow to react to the danger it poses. The exceptions have been certain
countries that have authoritarian types of governments, including
Singapore and Taiwan, where severe restrictions were placed on almost any
types of public activities long before there were any reports of anyone hav-
ing contracted the virus in those countries.

Canadians tend be a mite too smug about the effectiveness of our public
health system, especially when it is matched up against the chaotic and
often ineffective American health system. Sure, there have been fewer
cases of COVID-19 having shown up in Canada relative to what’s been
happening in the U.S., but in order to maintain a tight grip on the situation
governments here need to show more leadership than they have to date.

All public gatherings need to be curtailed – including attending syna-
gogue services and the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre (which, on Sunday,
March 15, just announced that it will be postponing its next production,
“Narrow Bridge”). While the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg does not have
the authority to order any institution or facility to suspend activities, it
should be taking a more assertive role in this situation.

Frankly, I was somewhat surprised to learn that the University of
Winnipeg still went ahead with its hosting the annual Holocaust and
Human Rights Symposium on Thursday, March 12. When I read in Myron
Love’s report on the symposium that over 1300 students were crowded into
the Duckworth Gym for a full day, as much as it may have been a most
laudatory event  - as it has always been, it should have been canceled.
When you read how easily a contagion like COVID-19 can spread, there
can be no room for doubt. Live with the short-term pain that canceling
activities might bring in order to have long-term gain.

Even as I write this, other events that are scheduled to take place will no
doubt have to be canceled, including community seders – and other events
that have been long in the planning by organizations such as the Jewish
Foundation (its women’s luncheon) and the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia
Congregation’s Caroline Glick lecture. Again, while I’ve reached out to
many Jewish organizations in the city, telling them they have to postpone
activities or, where necessary, cancel them outright, the reaction has been
mixed. 

While some organizations, such as the Jewish Learning Institute of the
Chabad movement were quick to move in response to the threat posed by
the virus, other organizations – as I’ve noted, have been at best ambivalent
in their approaches to the situation. I’ve been sending emails to some of the
directors of these organizations telling them that this is no time to be tak-
ing chances. Of course, you can say: “Who is Bernie Bellan to be telling
anyone that they have to cancel their activities?” That’s why I’ve been
sending the article by Dr. Rankin to the directors of Jewish organizations.
Donald Trump may not like taking advice from “experts”; in fact, if the
advice they give contradicts his own opinion his tendency is to fire those
experts – but when you have the leading experts in epidemiology, such as
Dr. Rankin, all speaking with one voice, this is no time to try and remain
popular or cave to what your constituents might prefer which, I’m afraid is
what is going on within some Jewish organizations here.

Switching gears, the past few months we’ve had quite a few articles in
this paper about survivors of the Holocaust who made Winnipeg their
homes – and who gave talks about their experiences. In December Susan
Garfield launched her own memoir about her wartime experiences, titled
“Too Many Goodbyes”, while this past week a new movie about survivor
Isaac Gotfried (about which you can read on page 21 ) was premiered at the
Berney Theatre, and on Thursday Edith Kimelman was one of the headline
speakers at the aforementioned University of Winnipeg symposium on the
Holocaust and human rights.

Is there a renewed interest in the stories of Holocaust survivors? I’m not
sure, but as the number of survivors dwindles, the importance of hearing
them tell their stories in person to large audiences gains a greater immedi-
acy. 

At the same time I’ve been reading a succession of Holocaust-related
books of late – not because I’m obsessed with the Holocaust, but because
each of the books which I’ve read has been so fascinating in and of itself.
Books such as “The Tatooist of Auschwitz”, “The Volunteer”, and “The
Book Thief”, all of which I’ve read in the past few months, are  so well
written that, even if you had no familiarity with the Holocaust and weren’t
Jewish, you would likely agree they make for great reading.

But, as I’ve gone from book to book, the one subject that continues to
absorb me more than anything is: “What is it in the German psyche that
allowed the most unspeakable horrors that one might ever imagine to have
occurred?”

I’m often brought back to a talk given in 2014 at Limmud by an
Argentinean professor at the University of Minnesota by the name of
Alejandro Baer, who spoke of the different interpretations of the Holocaust
that have developed
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Jewish and Arab neighbours in Israel work together to better their communities
By MYRON LOVE

Something interesting happened in Israel’s mixed Jewish-Arab cities in
the last municipal elections, according to Israel Hayom writer Jalal
Bana in the December 25 edition of the Israeli newspaper.

“Arabs running on national party lists or as independent candidates were
elected to city councils, and they all, without exception, joined the munic-
ipal coalition governments and announced their support for the elected
mayors or local council heads,” Bana reported – once again putting the lie
to anti-Israel activists claims of Israel “Apartheid”. “Five of these local
council heads are from the Right, representing the Likud or Yisrael
Beytenu.”

(The reader will note that Israeli Arabs actually have the right to run for
office and vote in Israeli elections and do so, in contrast to their Arab
cousins living under the dictatorships of either Hamas in Gaza or the
Palestinian Authority, which do not allow elections.)

“Despite the ideological gaps and political polarization,” Bana comment-
ed, “city residents can still have identical interests, and there are many
fields in which elected officials from Hadash (the Arab-Israeli Communist
party), Balad, or the Islamic Movement can work effectively with repre-
sentatives of the Likud or Habayit Hayehudi. In every mixed-population
city, one finds close cooperation between Jews and Arabs at every level of
municipal administration and activity, even though it’s rare that the city’s
schools are bilingual or serve both sectors.”

In his piece, Bana reported on a conference in Acco in the last week of
December hosted by the Abraham Fund - a not-for-profit organization
which was founded in 1989 to promote coexistence and equality among
Israel’s Jewish and Arab citizens. Its “Shared Cities” initiative is a project
that seeks to foster an approach to city management of established mixed
cities, as well as ones that are developing, and steer them toward becoming
fully integrated cities in the fullest sense of the term. The Acco conference,

Bana noted, provided representatives of mixed cities the opportunity to talk
about their cities. The conference also presented some very interesting sta-
tistics about the Jewish and Arab residents of those cities.

“Israel’s mixed cities (Haifa, Acre, Lod, Ramle, Jaffa, Nof Hagalil, and
Ma’lot-Tarshiha) are seeing unprecedented levels of co-operation,” Bana
reported.

He cited a study by Dr. Hisham Jubran, a market research consultant
(Afkar Research) in Haifa, who did a study on the Jewish and Arab resi-
dents of mixed cities, looking into shared values between Jewish and Arab
residents and their views about  relations between the two groups. The
study, wrote Bana, showed that 81% of Jewish residents described relations
with Arab residents of their cities as good, and 89% of the Arab residents
described relations with Jewish residents as good.

“Some 79% of Arab residents of mixed cities and 61% of Jewish resi-
dents said they were in contact with members of the other sector,” he
reported. “This indicates that a clear majority of residents of mixed cities
meet and interact with members of the other population sector at work, in
the neighborhood, and during leisure activities.”

As well, he noted, 61% of Jewish residents of mixed cities said they
agreed with the statement: “I allow my children to play with Arab chil-
dren,” while 86% of Arab residents said they allowed their children to play
with Jews.

“These figures show a heartening picture of coexistence, but when it
comes to joint school systems, there is still a long way to go,” he cautioned.

Whereas there is polarization, alienation, and incitement at the national
level, Bana concluded, “mixed cities are important points of intersection
that can prevent a bigger schism and help forge social bonds, especially
given the fact that Arabs – especially young couples and members of the
middle class – are moving from Arab communities into mixed cities in an
attempt to improve their quality of life and enjoy better municipal services.
They are open to the multicultural lifestyle these cities offer.”

Wednesday, March 18, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Comment

Correcting the record
Hi Bernie –
Thank you very much for Myron Love’s coverage of  Angela Orosz-

Richt’s presentation on February 27, 2020. It is so important for oth-
ers to hear her story and that she educates those who come. 

There were a few discrepancies in the article which I would like to
point out –

• Angela’s father was a lawyer – Vera Bein’s father was an
architect

• Angela’s father was not worked to death – they don’t know
what happened to him once he arrived at Auschwitz

• Angela did not marry an older man shortly after she returned
to Hungary in 1948 – she would have been four years of age

• She only has two children, not four
Thank you again -

Roberta Malam
Assistant Program Director
Volunteer Program Manager
Rady Jewish Community Centre

One can go overboard in correcting writers
In a recent issue of the JP&N, it was suggested that  Myron Love

documented a historical error that required correction. Myron did not
write that Joseph Mengele was the only physician who selected out
who should die on the train ramp as he pursued his experiments on
twins. Accordingly, what he stated was historical fact.

Let us use another example of what is considered historical fact.
Operation Ezra reportedly played a significant role in the Federal
Government’s decision to open the immigration gates to 1200 Yazidis.
But  Nadia Morad, the United Nations first Goodwill Ambassador for
the Dignity of Survivors of Human Trafficking, a worldwide recog-
nized Yazidi spokesperson, and a 2018 Nobel Prize winner, had also
presented the case for opening the immigration gates to Yazidis when
she made a presentation before a full house in the Canadian
Parliament, as she had in many developed countries’ legislatures
throughout the world. 

The fact that  she was not mentioned in the Operation Ezra book
launch coverage does not negate the truth of Operation Ezra’s role.
However, if one were to apply the same standard of factual accuracy
to Operation Ezra that was applied to  Myron’s writing about
Mengele, one might say that Operation Ezra was also in error for not
acknowledging the Nobel Prize winner’s role.
Bradley Pollock

LETTERS

through time. In my own report
of Baer’s talk, I wrote: “He takes
the individuals in the room
through an overview of German
history since the war to show how
Germans have come to terms
with what happened during the
war.

“Pointing to subtle shifts in the
language used to describe
German guilt, Baer explains that,
at first, Germans saw themselves
as ‘victims’ immediately after the
war – look at how much misery
they had to endure they com-
plained: homes destroyed, food
shortages, having to rebuild entire
cities and so on. 

“Later, as leaders such as Konrad Adenauer issued strong statements
admitting involvement in war crimes, there was still an evasion of indi-
vidual responsibility for what happened.

“Adenauer spoke of ‘unspeakable crimes committed in the name of the
German people’ – which somehow placed the blame not on all Germans,
but on those who committed the crimes.

“By 1968, however, according to Bauer, an entirely ‘new generation’ of
Germans had emerged that wanted to come to clear terms with the past.
In 1979 the television series ‘Holocaust’ had a profound effect on
Germans and Germans did indeed seem to be making a real effort to
acknowledge the extent to which the war generation had been fully com-
plicit in war crimes.

“With the passage of time, however, there has been a retreat from that
position and, as memories of the war are growing ever hazier, there has
been a revisionist aspect to how Germans interpret what happened.

“As Baer noted, ‘grandma who attacked Jews – in the passage of time
becomes grandma who hid Jews.’ “

The lesson that history is constantly being rewritten by succeeding gen-
erations – sometimes to gloss over events, sometimes to accentuate them,
is one we should all bear in mind. While this column hasn’t mentioned
Israel’s history, that is a subject often debated within these pages. Given
the immediate situation surrounding the COVID-19 pandemic, the
lessons surrounding the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918 probably bear the
most worthwhile study for anyone who wants to look back in time for a
period that most closely resembles what we are currently going through.
Again, probably the most salutary lesson to be learned from an examina-
tion of what was the world’s worst ever pandemic is how its effects could
have been hugely lessened had people only taken its threat more serious-
ly.

Short takes
(Continued from 
previous page.)

Prof. Alejandro Baer 
at the 2014 Limmud
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The coronavirus could be disastrous for Israeli service workers.
Here’s what they told me.

March 13, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA) - For
the young and healthy, the coronavirus itself is
likely to be mostly an inconvenience. But for
many workers, the COVID-19 pandemic could
literally cost them their livelihoods.

Obviously, many of us are deeply concerned
about catching the highly contagious respiratory
illness or about the growing possibility of being

put into a 14-day quarantine. 
But in several tourist-generated businesses in Israel, many workers I have

spoken with are in a state of despair. Work hours are being slashed, and
some places are even shuttering their doors over dismal attendance and
sales. Who knows when - or if - many of these businesses will recover?

While we can’t help but look at the inconveniences we are bound to suf-
fer as our trips get postponed and canceled, movie theaters close and so
many of us suddenly have to go into quarantine, there are people all over
for whom the changes are not just an inconvenience.

Most people have no real idea of the scope of what’s happening as a
result of the novel coronavirus. The changes and effects have been swift,
far-reaching and drastic with implications in so many industries. As of this
writing, El Al has decided to place 80% of its workforce on unpaid leave,
where the National Insurance Institute will pay just a percentage of the
employee’s salary. 

I spoke with people who work at some of the top-tier hotels in Jerusalem
who lamented the plight of many in the hotels and shed some light on the
reality for the hotels and their employees. This is just an example of what’s
happening in many fields and businesses across all sectors. The situation
unfortunately is pretty grim for many people and will probably get worse
before it improves.

The Orient is one of Jerusalem’s newest and fanciest hotels overlooking
the First Station. I spoke to P, a hotel worker who told me the Orient is
planning to close on Saturday until the end of March, when it will reeval-
uate. She said the staff is walking around in a daze; many of them have
been crying. 

They, like the rest of us, have no idea what will be. But they are faced
with the prospect of trying to find new work when hospitality businesses
are suffering terribly, and a huge influx of job seekers will simultaneously
be searching. 

I also spoke to S, who works at the Mamilla Hotel. He was so upset he
could barely speak. 

Sections were closing and services were being slashed. Among the hun-
dreds of staff, nearly two-thirds will be either put on unpaid leave or let go.
How would they even decide whom to let go? The situation there is ago-
nizing as they all await the painful decision. The David Citadel, a sister
hotel to the Mamilla, will be doing the same. 

Next week, I was told, Mamilla has a scheduled occupancy of between 4-
15%, an untenable percentage. At this point, it seems the Mamilla Hotel
could easily be closed for Passover, as it simply cannot justify the huge
expense for so few guests. 

It’s not just the hotels that are suffering. According to S, the Mamilla
Mall has had a significant loss in revenue, another example of the far-
reaching effects this health crisis is having.

Just across the street from the Mamilla, X works at the Jerusalem Waldorf
Astoria Hotel. She reported that the hotel, in an attempt to avoid letting
people go, dropped much of the staff to either one day a week or unpaid
leave. While this policy allows the employees to keep getting a paycheck
of sorts, it is practically just symbolic and will hardly cover a person’s nor-
mal expenses. 

She explained that she just received her arnona bill
(property/renters tax) and has no idea how she will
pay it.

X is far from the only one. Pregnant women, reli-
gious mothers with kids who are the breadwinners,
anyone who started within the year is being let go
and their options are now severely limited.  

Unfortunately, those still technically on the payroll
cannot even get unpaid leave benefits.

At the moment, the Waldorf plans to remain open
for Passover. But with a growing number of empty
rooms and cancellations, this could still change. 

The drastic measures are particularly difficult for
the number of Palestinian workers in the hotels who
have permission to work in Israel. Many of them,
who often support their entire families, are the only
ones who can even enter Israel. Some were already
missing work due to the strict quarantine for the
coronavirus in Bethlehem and a few neighboring
villages. Now, with a lack of work, these employees
have little recourse. 

Out to dinner at a popular hotel restaurant in
Jerusalem this week, I was dumbfounded upon see-
ing how empty it was. This was at dinnertime on a
holiday when the weather was beautiful - a day on
which the restaurant would have normally been
packed.

While the meal was thoroughly enjoyable and the
extra personal attention I received was welcome,
inside I was hurting knowing the reality. We gave a
generous tip, figuring it was one of the few our
servers would receive that day, and wondered how
much longer the server would even be there to
receive those tips. 

While at this point nearly everyone is affected by
the coronavirus, it’s one thing to have plans canceled
or be inconvenienced, and quite another to lose your
livelihood. There are many people, in Israel and
around the world, who literally don’t know how they
will pay their rent or even put food on the table for
their families because of this pandemic. We can only
hope for the best, continue to support local busi-
nesses as well as we can and help the vulnerable
around us. 

The views and opinions expressed in this article
are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect
the views of JTA or its parent company, 70 Faces
Media.

The Switzer-Cooperstock Prize in 
Western Canadian Jewish History For 2020

The Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western
Canada invites applica-
tions for the 2020
Switzer-Cooperstock
Prize in Western
Canadian Jewish
History. This prize,
established by the
Switzer family to honour
parents and grandpar-
ents, will be awarded for
a publishable essay on
Jewish history in
Western Canada with
some preference for
essays on secular Jewish
schools in Western
Canada, Jewish settlers,
farmers,  and traders in rural areas of
Western Canada, and the immigration expe-
rience of Jews to Western Canada.
Preference will be given to research specific
to the Jewish experience in the urban centers
and rural communities of the Canadian
Prairie Provinces.

The research may use original sources or it
may be a synthesis of other published mate-
rial.

To apply, submit a finished but unpub-
lished essay (work published within the last
two years is also eligible) or write a letter
identifying the research project, the problem
to be solved, previous scholarship, the
sources used, and the preliminary results.
Include a CV. The deadline for applications
is May 1, 2020.  Applications will be consid-
ered by an academic panel and the results
will be announced on or about June 1, 2020.

The winner will receive $6,000 and will
present his/her findings at a public lecture in
Winnipeg in Fall 2020, preferably in
September.  The Jewish Heritage Centre will
publish the lecture in print form and/or elec-

tronically unless the
winner wishes to make
other arrangements.

Past winners are Prof.
Theodore Friedgut,
University of
Jerusalem for an essay
on the Lipton farm
colony (2008); Prof.
Lynne Marks,
University of Victoria,
for an essay on religion
and identity in British
Columbia (2010);
Chana Thau, indepen-
dent scholar, for an
essay on growing up in
small towns in
Manitoba and

Saskatchewan (2012); Prof. David Koffman,
York University, for an essay on Jewish par-
ticipation in the collecting and selling of
Indigenous artifacts before the First World
War (2014); Prof. Esyllt Jones, University of
Manitoba, for an essay on Mindel Cherniack
Sheps and the Founding of Medicare in
Canada (2016); and Prof. Richard Menkis
(UBC) for an essay on Rabbis J.H. Hertz and
Yeshaya Horowitz and their observations of
the Canadian West.

To apply or request further information,
contact Mr. Stanislao Carbone, Director of
Programs and Exhibits, Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada; 123 Doncaster
Street; Winnipeg Canada , R3N 2B2. Email:
scarbone@jhcwc.org.

University faculty please note that a $1000
prize for post-secondary students at any
level (undergraduate through doctoral) has
been created and will offered in 2021.  The
terms of reference are similar except that
out-of-province students will not be required
to give a public lecture in Winnipeg. Some
money is available for travel.

By

LAURA BEN-DAVID
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The ‘Men in Black’ and ‘Addams Family’ director 
wrote an extremely Jewy memoir

By STEPHEN SILVER
(JTA) – In the early 2000s, director

and cinematographer Barry Sonnenfeld
got into a shouting match with Larry
David at a hotel breakfast in New York.
Donald Trump was in the room, too.

The topic of the argument? Who was
more neurotic.

“As a Jew, you want to be No. 1,”
Sonnenfeld says.

Sonnenfeld’s memoir, which is titled
“Barry Sonnenfeld, Call Your Mother:
Memoirs of a Neurotic Filmmaker”
(named for a message his mother actu-
ally paged him while he was at a Jimi
Hendrix concert at Madison Square
Garden in 1970) and was published
Tuesday, is saturated with this style of
Larry David-Jerry Seinfeld Jewishness.

Sonnenfeld, the director of block-
busters like the original “Men in Black” trilogy, the 1990s “Addams
Family” films and the gangster comedy “Get Shorty,” recounts many of the
Jewish moments and relationships he’s been a part of during his decades in
the industry.

The start of his career is closely linked with the Coen brothers and Rob
Reiner, also Jewish. After working on pornographic films – something he
addresses candidly in the book and says it was just a week – Sonnenfeld
was the cinematographer for the Coens’ “Blood Simple,” “Raising
Arizona” and “Miller’s Crossing.” He also filmed Reiner’s hits “When
Harry Met Sally” and “Misery.”

(Even in the passages on the porn industry, a famous Jew appears: Ron
Jeremy, among the most famous porn stars ever.)

In detailing his years working with the Coens, Sonnenfeld confirms a
long-rumored tale that Joel Coen raised money for their first film, “Blood
Simple,” by hitting up the Hadassah donor list from the Minneapolis area.

There is plenty from his pre-film days as well. For instance, Sonnenfeld
speaks of when he was a kid and was sent to the butcher, who was too nice
to tell him the family was “hundreds of dollars in brisket debt.” He also
narrates a near brawl between his family and some strangers outside the
Second Avenue Deli in his native New York City. He writes about his bar
mitzvah, which because of a synagogue renovation was held in a Catholic
church.

Much of the book features stories about his late mother, a neurotic who
frequently threatened suicide and claimed a childhood friendship with
Bella Abzug.

Seinfeld, who wrote a blurb that is featured on the book’s cover, is indi-
rectly responsible for its publication. The two are neighbors in Telluride,
the Colorado skiing mecca where both have homes, and Seinfeld suggest-
ed in 2011 that Sonnenfeld take his funny stories and turn them into a
stand-up comedy routine. Sonnenfeld chose the book route.

“Writing this book is the closest I’ll come to stand-up,” he says.
The book also goes to some dark places, including some ugly episodes

involving his parents, the director’s molestation by a relative and some of
the more gross aspects of the porn industry. But Sonnenfeld says he never
considered omitting them from his memoir.

“I’m an open book, as it were, and I’m guileless, and everyone who is my
friend has heard a lot of these stories,” he says. “I might be wrong, and I

might realize after the book is pub-
lished that I’ve made a mistake, but I
think that what makes the book work
is that everything in there is true and
everything in there seems almost sur-
real and unbelievable, which is what
has sort of molded my philosophy of
life, and my viewpoint towards life,
which is sort of quirky and surreal.”

Sonnenfeld’s Jewish identity over-
flowed onto the screen of his works.
The “Addams Family” movies are full
of hints of Jewishness, and the direc-
tor once tried to talk studio executives
into making the first “Addams” movie
by likening it to “a sadder version of
‘Sophie’s Choice.’” In “Get Shorty,”
Gene Hackman wears a chai necklace.
Many have called the “Men in Black”
movies an immigration allegory, com-

paring the extraterrestrials to immigrants, like the many Jews who passed
through Ellis Island.

“I never embraced the Jewish religion,” he says, “but I very much
embraced the Jewish culture, in terms of anxiety, angst, comedy, kindness,
admiration of intelligence and wit.”

In that spirit, Sonnenfeld names his favorite Jewish films for us.
“A Serious Man” (2009, directed by Joel and Ethan Coen)
“I love that movie. I think it’s one of their best movies, and one of the

most underrated.”
“Where’s Poppa?” (1970, Carl Reiner)
“With George Segal, it’s very funny.”
“Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the

Bomb” (1967, Stanley Kubrick)
“My favorite director is actually Kubrick [born to a Jewish family in

1928] … and ‘Dr. Strangelove’ is my favorite movie.”
“The Producers” (1968, Mel Brooks)
“There’s a lot of cultural Judaism in ‘The Producers,’ which Mel Brooks

directed, and I love that movie. I love Zero Mostel in almost everything
he’s done.”

Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW)
2020 Annual Campaign: 

Home Is Where the Heart Is 
TORONTO, CANADA – CHW is pleased to announce that the 2020

CHW Annual Campaign, Home Is Where The Heart Is, begins on March
1, 2020, in support of CHW projects. This pillar of CHW’s fundraising
efforts provides $1.5 million in support of Children, Healthcare, and
Women in Israel and Canada. 

CHW is a non-political, nonpartisan national network of dedicated vol-
unteers and professionals who strongly believe that the advancement of
childcare, education, healthcare and women’s issues transcends politics,
religion and national boundaries. 

“Your gift to the CHW Annual Campaign will support vital services
and help us to create a future filled with hope and opportunity for those
we serve.” said Marilyn Libin, CHW National President. “When you
give, you are impacting the lives of thousands of people and ensuring the
future of Israel. CHW has strengthened, and continues to strengthen, the
very fabric of Israeli society.” 

“The theme of this year’s CHW Annual Campaign, Home Is Where The
Heart Is, honours the age-old Jewish vision of ‘one nation, one heart’.”
said Alina Ianson, CHW National Executive Director. “Each person has
their own reason for supporting CHW, but together, we make a positive
impact on our Jewish Homeland, our Heart, and support one another in
times of need. When you give to our campaign, you are helping countless
lives who depend on the support of CHW projects each and every day.” 

Since 1917, Canadian Hadassah-WIZO (CHW) passionately supports
programs and services for Children, Healthcare, and Women in Israel and
Canada. CHW strongly believes that every human being deserves to
achieve their full potential, while living in safety and security. Our sup-
port of excellent education, advanced medical care, and ground-breaking
research benefits people globally, improves lives, and provides hope. By
providing donors and volunteers with a vehicle to effect meaningful
changes through their philanthropy, CHW enables its supporters to make
the world a better place. 

For more information or to donate, please visit www.chw.ca. 

The cover of "Barry Sonnenfeld, Call Your Mother: Memoirs of
a Neurotic Filmmaker" (Hachette Books)

�����������	
���

��������	�
��
���������������������������������	����	�
��������

��������
�����
��������	�����	���	�����������������������
�

���������	
��	�	������	��������	��
����	��
��������������������	����	�

�	����� �����
!�������"����
#����$������!���	��
��!��
��
��������
���!���
����%������!��
��
#���#�����!�&���&�''()�����
�*���
��+�����&�'',)�������*��
��+�����&'--)�.����
��� ���
!��������������&�()(,�!�������*���
#���!���������	����
����&�,,)�.����
��� ���



Wednesday, March 18, 2020, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Entertainment

Former Winnipegger Jonas Chernick scores with his latest film
By BERNIE BELLAN

When I was contacted recently by ex-
Winnipegger Jonas Chernick, who
asked me whether I’d be interested in

seeing a screener for a new movie he’d pro-
duced and starred in, I immediately said “yes”.

The reason is that I’ve been writing about
Jonas’s career for years now – beginning with
his very successful “My Awkward Sexual
Adventure” (2012), about which I’ve always
been fascinated by the odd fact that it opened to
the third highest box office in Lithuania – of all
places.

Jonas Chernick is someone who has deep
Winnipeg roots. As a matter of fact, when he was a student at Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate in the 1990s Jonas used to write a column about floor hockey for this
paper. As a student Jonas was very involved with a number of different Jewish
organizations, including Camp Massad and BBYO. Later, he was also
employed by the Rady Centre. 

Jonas honed his acting chops on the stage of the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre,
where he performed in four different productions over the years. After leaving
Winnipeg, Jonas went on to on to fashion a successful career in both television
and movies and, in recent years, he has expanded his repertoire to include not
only appearing in productions, but writing and producing them as well. 

Jonas’s first major success as a writer and producer came in 2012 with, as I
noted, “My Awkward Sexual Adventure”.

In 2016 Jonas launched another film which he wrote and produced – this one
set in Manitoba, titled “Borealis”. That movie, as did “Sexual Adventure”,
reaped quite a few awards and was a hit on the festival circuit. When I inter-
viewed Jonas back in 2016, he mentioned that he had various irons in the fire,
but he was particularly keen on a project for which he hoped to find financing
– something, he admitted, is always a difficult process when it comes to pro-
ducing a movie.

In any event, Jonas was able to put together the financing to produce what is
now his most recent film, titled “JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF”. In our next
issue we’ll have a full-length interview with Jonas Chernick, but in the mean-
time I wanted to offer readers a preview of “James”, which is slated to have its
Winnipeg premiere April 3rd.

“JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF” is billed as a “sci-fi rom com” (science
fiction romantic comedy). It’s a charming story about an unabashed science
nerd by the name of James – played by Jonas, who is obsessed with time trav-
el. James is actually a brilliant theoretical physicist and his delving into a sub-
ject that has fascinated individuals ever since H.G. Wells’ epic novel, The Time
Machine, is grounded firmly in actual science (or so the notes accompanying
publicity for this film say. Who am I to judge whether that’s at all true or not.)

At the same though that James pursues his dream of time travel, he also makes
a shambles of his personal life. Anyone who has seen Jonas Chernick in either
“Sexual Adventure” or “Borealis”, or a television series in which he also recent-
ly appeared, titled “The Best Laid Plans”, would know that Jonas has been type
casting himself as a sweet, but nerdy nebbish who, despite his best attempts,
always seems to screw up his relationships – whether romantic or familial.

This holds true for James in “JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF”, as James
consistently screws things up with the one woman for whom he holds a torch,
Courtney (played by Cleopatra Coleman), as well as with his potty-mouthed sis-
ter, Meredith (played by Tommie-Amber Pirie).

Things are not going well for James until the sudden arrival of a character who
reveals himself to be James’ future self, although his name is not James, but
“Jimmy”. 

Jimmy is played by Daniel Stern, probably best known for his roles in the two
“Home Alone” movies. And, for anyone who hasn’t seen Daniel Stern in a
while, if you didn’t know it was Daniel Stern playing the role, you might say to
yourself: “Gee, that guy looks familiar, but I just can’t place him.”

I have to admit that before writing this particular article, I took a look at what
other reviewers have had to say about “JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF”. The
consensus seems to be that Daniel Stern steals the movie. In fact, he’s been
nominated for a 2020 Canadian Screen Award as Best Supporting Actor (as has
the movie itself for Best Original Screenplay).

Stern invests his role with a crazy kind of energy. When I was corresponding
with Jonas Chernick about the film I suggested that the only other actor who I
could see playing the role of Jimmy might have been Jeff Bridges.

In production notes accompanying release of the film, how Stern came to pre-
pare himself for the role of Jimmy provides some fascinating insight into how
certain actors brace a role: “What helped Stern truly get into the character of
Jimmy came via a rather unusual, surprising request regarding his accommoda-
tions while in production. Most Hollywood stars would generally expect a nice
multi-starred hotel room or luxury apartment, but not Stern. 

“As Chernick explains, ‘He requested a rustic cabin in the woods. We found
one and it was so remote that it was forty minutes outside of town, off the high-
way and down a labyrinth of dirt roads. It was a cabin with a wood burning
stove, water pumped in from the lake, no cell service and only mosquitoes for
company. At first we thought, “Oh great! He’s crazy”.’

“But it was all part of Stern’s master plan. ‘Luckily we realized he chose that
location for the character. Jimmy lived in isolation for twelve years and lost con-

nection with the world. He felt that returning to
this cabin in the woods every night after shooting
and waking up there would put him in this head-
space,’ added Chernick.”

Since “JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF” is
supposedly a story of a younger person meeting
an older version of himself, one might expect
there to be at least a physical resemblance
between the two characters. But, in this movie at
least, that notion is quickly dispensed with, as
there is nothing at all similar in the appearance of
Jonas Chernick and Daniel Stern. (There is an
ongoing joke about them having the same look-
ing penis – and some reviewers have dismissed

that as puerile dialogue, but the way Jimmy explains it to James – it actually
makes sense. It has to do with physical bodies being stretched through time trav-
el, but not losing certain identifying characteristics.)

As James confronts the dilemma posed to him by Jimmy: either abandon his
quest for time travel and solidify his relationship with the lovely Courtney or
continue in his pursuit and end up like Jimmy, there is a resolution to this dilem-
ma advanced in the film though that helps to explain how, what on the surface
appears to be an intractable problem that can’t be solved – but remember, this is
just a movie, not a scientifically provable hypothesis.

I might note that one reviewer dismissed “JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF”
as an attempt to harken back to rom-coms of an earlier period. But hey, I liked
a lot of those rom coms – as did a lot of audiences back then.

And Jonas Chernick has established himself as an expert at playing nerdy but
lovable characters. While Daniel Stern certainly dominates the screen when he
appears in this movie, it’s Jonas’s soulful gaze that makes you cheer for him.
You just wish that he wouldn’t be so blind as not to see how the beautiful
Courtney is giving him every possible signal that she’s highly available to him
– and, when he finally gets his shot, he flubs it. 

Now, that’s what we need more of in movies: Guys who miss every opportu-
nity to score when it’s presented to them on a silver platter. A lot of males watch-
ing this movie will certainly be able to relate to that – and no doubt women will
be wishing they themselves could have a shot at seducing that oh-so-innocent
looking Jonas Chernick. 

Bee Wellness offers:
• Wellness programs, such as Functional Fitness, 

in beginner and advanced levels

• Tai Chi classes - standing, chair and adaptive classes 

• Yoga classes - advance mat classes, mat/chair classes, 

and adaptive chair classes

• We also offer community classes for those looking for a 

studio space in which to run classes.

• We  provide all the equipment for our classes... 

All you need to do is bring comfortable clothes,

indoor runners, and a water bottle.

1 on 1 Functional Rehab:
• We now have Stroke & Parkinson’s Practitioners 

trained in the USA.

• We start off with a FREE meet and greet to see how we 

can be of service to you or your family member. 

• Each person will receive an individually tailored 1-on-1 rehab

program designed to assist in restoring functional abilities.

• Each session runs for 30 minutes.

• We specialize in helping to assist individuals who have had: 

Stroke, Parkinson’s, MS, Pre & Post Hip Transplants, 

as well as providing Knee and Shoulder Rehab, Balance & 

Body Strengthening... with many other areas as well.

Jonas Chernick and Daniel Stern in 
“JAMES VS. HIS FUTURE SELF”
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(David Segal) began to be involved in
my life when I was ten,” Shimon said.
“He took an interest in me. He would
take me fishing sometimes. There was
no sense of judgment. I relaxed when I
was with him.”

For a short time, Segal was housed
with foster parents Barry and the late
Marsha Weber, to whom he is also grate-
ful. The Webers took in foster children
for short periods of time.)

At the age of 12, he was returned to his
birth mother for a time. That didn’t work
out. He spent some time in the Manitoba
Youth Centre and with a Christian foster
family who sent him to a bible camp.
“They were only in it for the money,” he
said of those foster parents.

“I began spending more and more time with the Segals,” Shimon said.
After several excruciating weeks with the Christian family, he was

returned to his birth father who, after a short time, locked him out of the
house.

That was when his life really took a turn for the worse. He ended up liv-
ing on the street in Tuxedo. “I tried Osborne Village, but it felt too danger-
ous,” he recalled. “In Tuxedo, I felt safer. I slept wherever I could – par-
tially-built buildings, a friend’s mother’s station wagon, even in the
Assiniboine Forest for a time.”

It wasn’t long after that  David and Glenda Segal invited him to move in
with them permanently and become a member of the family. “David and
Glenda became my dad and mom and Devin and Ryan my new brothers.”

He added that he has kept in touch with his own birth siblings – a broth-
er and sister- and that the Segal family has included them in family gather-
ings.

The love and support from his new family, Shimon said, enabled him to
rekindle his inner Jewishness and feel part of the Jewish community again.

Over the last ten years, Segal has been able to earn a law degree. He has
married and become a father. And he has given back to the community and,
through his legal work, other vulnerable people.

“Thanks to the Segal Family, I have been able to live a normal life,” he
said.

“What the Segal Family did for Shimon was amazing,” said Randee
Pollock, the Jewish Child and Family Service’s Adoption, Fostercare and
Rescue Co-ordinator. “Our goal is to keep families together – but that is not
always possible where there are mental health or addiction issues or per-
haps there has been a death in the family.”

She reports that the JCFS currently has 15 Jewish children in care with
nine foster homes and three places of safety available to house them. “We
are always in need of more Jewish families who are willing to open their
homes to children in our community who are in need of shelter,” she noted.

From Winnipeg, we again pack our bags for our third port of call as we
follow Rabbi Mark Glickman, the spiritual leader of Reform

Congregation Temple B’nai Tikvah in Calgary, as
he travels the world in search of the lost story of
the Cairo Genizah.

Glickman is the author of “Sacred Treasure –
the Cairo Genizah: The Amazing Discoveries of
Forgotten History in an Egyptian Synagogue
Attic”. (He also delivered a  talk at Limmud in
2016  about his follow-up book, “Stolen Words:
The Nazi Plunder of Jewish books”.)

Glickman’s research took him to archives at
Cambridge University and the Jewish
Theological Seminary in New York – the world’s
two largest repositories of Genizah documents –
and, accompanied by his son, Jacob, to the Ben
Ezra Synagogue in Cairo, which was the original
repository of the Genizah.

So, you might be wondering what a “genizah”
is? As Glickman pointed out, we are a People of
the Book. Under Jewish Law, it is not allowed to
throw out sacred books. The proper way to dis-

pose of them is burial in a Jewish cemetery. But they have to be stored
somewhere until they can be buried. In my own synagogue, the genizah –
or storage space - is a cupboard downstairs. For many centuries in the old
Ben Ezra Synagogue in Cairo, it was a space – a hole in the wall in the
women’s section upstairs.

The current Ben Ezra Synagogue, Glickman reported, was built in the 11th

century on the banks of the Nile, replacing an earlier shul which was
destroyed by flooding. In the Middle Ages, he noted, Egypt was home to a
large and influential Jewish community one of whose most prominent
members was the great Rabbi Moses Ben Maimon (aka Maimonidies aka
the Rambam).

There are a number of Western characters associated with the discovery
of the treasure trove of documents that were stored in the Ben Ezra genizah.
The first outsider to appear on the scene was one Simon Von Geldern, a
German Jewish adventurer and Orientalist who moved in Bedouin circles.
He visited the Genizah, but took nothing from it.

Then there came a Rabbi Jacob Saphir, a dealer in Jewish documents in
Jerusalem, who heard about the Genizah from Van Geldern, dropped in,
and brought back about 1,000 documents for sale. Next was Abraham
Firkovitch, a member of the breakaway Karaite sect - who came in search
of documents of historical interest to the Karaite community.

In the 1880s, Elkan Nathan Adler, a prominent member of England’s
Jewish community – and son and brother of Chief Rabbis of England, vis-
ited and left with more than 6,000 documents (as possibly a Torah cover).

The scholarly interest in the Genizah, Glickman noted, began in 1996
when Rabbi Solomon Schechter – then teaching at Cambridge University,
had an encounter with an unusual colleague. Twin sisters Agnes Smith
Lewis and Margaret Dunlop Gibson were Semitic scholars and travellers
who had recently returned from an expedition to St. Catherine’s Monastery
at Mount Sinai. Among the documents they brought back was one in a lan-
guage that the two multi linguists didn’t recognize. They asked Schechter
if he could help. He recognized it as a tractate for the book Ben Sira, a book
of wisdom that had not been included in the

Limmud 2020

(r-l):Rabbi Mark Glickman and wife, Caron, and
Ted Switzer and former Winnipegger Michelle
Doctoroff. The couple are members of Rabbi
Glickmamn’s congregation in Calgary.

Continued on page 12.

Continued from page 3.

CANCELED
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COVID-19 news

March 13, 20202 CHICAGO (JTA) — I am
an infectious disease epidemiologist who
worked at the World Health Organization on epi-
demics in over 25 countries around the world. 

As a physician and member of the Jewish com-
munity, I prize the Jewish teaching that places
the saving of a life above all other laws and prac-
tices. It is my expert opinion that as a result of
the emergence of the novel coronavirus COVID-

19, the Jewish community (along with all religious and community groups)
must change what we are doing immediately: We need to suspend our
usual religious services and social gatherings. 

Many communities have recognized the emergency and already made
this change, and more and more are doing so in the hours before  Shabbat
begins. But others are still making small-scale changes or contemplating
what to do next.

Each community and individual will have to work within their own tra-
ditions and norms. But as an epidemiologist, I know that these recommen-
dations will save lives. 

I have worked to help stop epidemics of many sizes and infectious pat-
terns — from AIDS in Africa and Asia, to tuberculosis in San Francisco, to
cholera in Somalia. I also ran the Intervention Unit for WHO, which guid-
ed countries in epidemic control and the behavioral changes needed.  

All serious epidemics disrupt populations, and all require important
changes to what the population does. These changes are necessary and
urgent to avoid preventable deaths and the spread of infections that cause
more preventable deaths. That’s why I recommend that we as Jews tem-
porarily but immediately refrain from attending synagogues and other
in-person meetings, no matter whether we live in an area where there
is a known case of COVID-19 or not. 

This virus is easily transmitted through droplets in the air, through hand
to hand (to face) contact and on surfaces, and is much more dangerous than
the seasonal flu. The seriousness and lethality of this virus to older people
is exceptionally high, and other adults also have higher risks of serious ill-
ness as well as high likelihoods of causing transmission to older people.

First and foremost, we must take these steps because we value human
life: our own lives, our families, and the greater community and the world
around us. Stopping group contact is an essential method right now for pre-
venting ourselves from getting this easily transmitted and highly lethal
virus, and also to stop any spread to our families and the community.  

Mistakes and delays and less than perfect compliance with new behaviors
and practices can be deadly. We have seen this happen already in other
countries, like Italy and elsewhere in Europe, and we are witnessing the
active spread in Seattle and New York state. Other cities and parts of cities
will see lethal outbreaks if they are late or noncompliant.  

Complacency, denial and overconfidence are common among us, but
there is no place for this now. 

You may get pushback from your family or friends, and you may feel
social pressure to go about business as usual. But this is not a time to care
about that — now is the time to do as much as we can to prevent the spread
of disease and death. Resist these impulses and counter arguments. 

This pandemic will go on for at least several months – we still don’t
know how long. As we learn more, we will be better able to make more
localized and informed decisions about when and how to adjust or attempt
to get back to normal, but now is the time to stop any possible potential for
getting infected yourself and causing illness, perhaps serious illness to
yourself — or for unknowingly infecting others, which you cannot judge
by appearances of health right now.

Major global and local crises require these adjustments but also challenge
us to increase our humanity and the best parts of our communal lives.  

Synagogues and our religious communities present both significant chal-
lenges and value in that regard. However, we must now learn to balance our
spiritual and emotional health with the real physical risks to our health
today. 

Therefore, unfortunately:
We must suspend our usual religious services and gatherings now.
Crowds and close contact risk invisible spread and disease to you and

others, and you don’t know who might be carrying the virus.  
In addition, in our daily lives: 
Cancel and don’t attend other non-essential in-person meetings.
Learning can be done on conference calls, including video services like

Zoom, Skype and Google Hangouts. The same goes for meetings. It may
sound harsh, but remember, the risk to what we schedule isn’t simply inside
the synagogue walls. It also takes place for the participants on transporta-
tion, street encounters, etc.

We must stop (“ban”) all handshaking, as well as hugs and embraces.  

Even the “fist bump” and “elbow rub” puts two individuals in clos-
er proximity than is optimal and I recommend we stop this entirely. 

That doesn’t mean we can’t greet one another with respect and warmth.
The heart, “lev” in Hebrew, has been taught in Jewish and other traditions
to be the seat of spirituality. Consider alternatively placing your hand to
your heart and bowing your head in acknowledgement of an encounter with
a fellow community member. It may feel awkward at first, but can help to
maintain critical social distance while honoring the encounter. It might
even feel good.

Practice frequent and thorough handwashing.
I cannot overemphasize frequent and thorough handwashing throughout

the day. An incredibly frequent means of spread of respiratory pathogens is
a sick person touching their face, shaking hands with another person and
that person then touching their face. We touch our face dozens of times a
day, mostly unconsciously. This practice with an unwashed hand is enough
to cause the infection through your eye, nose or mouth touched. Develop a
different relationship to your hands, be aware if you have touched a door
knob, railing or other surface someone may have touched. These surfaces
also harbor the virus if they have been touched by someone sick or incu-
bating the infection.  

Keep social distances.
It is best to be further away from people than we usually are. This may

seem weird or unusual, but it means in the grocery store, or wherever you
go, try to be 6 feet or more away from others.  

If you are sick with a fever or cough, stay home.
Call your doctor to determine if you really need to go in. Some medical

facilities are getting full or risk being so, not everything is coronavirus and
there are no treatments for now. If you are having shortness of breath or
feel seriously ill, of course seek care as usual. 

For those who are holding small services at home: 
Don’t kiss communally shared objects. 
Prayer books, mezuzot and the like should not be kissed for the duration.

Even touching communal objects or surfaces should be avoided, unless you
can assure handwashing immediately after.  

Stop sharing challah and kiddush cups — and consider how and if you
need to serve food. 

It is very hard to ensure not spreading respiratory viruses by serving and
sharing food.

Focus on the Jewish tradition of acts of lovingkindness.
While this is not an infection control recommendation, it’s an important

Jewish value. Do you have a friend or family member or neighbor at high
risk for whom you can run an errand? Many people are at home now work-
ing, in self-quarantine or just trying to stay safe. Check in on them safely.
Pick up the phone and see how they are doing. See if they need an errand
run for them without potentially passing on an invisible infection.  

The isolation that can help protect our physical health should not erode
our mental health. This important part of Jewish life can be adapted — per-
haps not so easily, but we will figure out ways to do this with care and
understanding.

While this is a moment for in-person synagogue activities to pause, this
is an ever more critical moment for the role synagogue can play in the lives
of people who are isolated, fearful or just in need of comfort. Nearly every-
one is in some level of emotional and mental distress over what is happen-
ing.

There are brain processes we have as invisible to the eye, yet as power-
ful as microbial processes and just as crucial. Even in good times, our syn-
agogues and religious communities represent crucial elements in our own
sense of well-being and social safety net. This is all the more true during a
frightening global crisis.

While nothing can fully replace human contact, our phones and comput-
ers offer a great means to connect in full safety. This is the moment for rab-
bis and synagogue leadership to be most mindful of preserving human life
by using all technology tools — including the phone, of course — to make
our communities virtual but still alive until this pandemic is under control.
Which we are all now helping to ensure.

After decades of working to stop epidemics, I saw many very tough sit-
uations and many hard days, weeks and months. Epidemics follow a curve
up and then back down, and eventually they end. It is up to us and our
most important and trusted institutions to stop the spread now — and to
keep the curve of infections and deaths as small and short as possible. 

Better days are ahead. Our synagogues will again ring with beautiful
voices and much joy. We will get there with these strong and proactive
steps to ensure as many beautiful voices as possible are there to join us.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

I’m a veteran expert in stopping epidemics. 
Here’s why Jewish institutions should cancel everything.

By

DR. GARY SLUTKIN
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Talmudic canon. The book at that
time was only known from a Greek

translation.
“The last person to have seen that book in the original Hebrew was

Saadia Gaon over 1000 years before,” Glickman noted. “The document
was from the Ben Ezra Genizah. Schechter – very excited by this find –
quickly arranged to visit the genizah and subsequently transferred close to
200,000 documents to Cambridge for translation and study.”

The documents - 300,000 in total – consisted not only of religious mate-
rial but also letters, business records, medical prescriptions and the other
detritus of every day life. Among the documents that Glickman highlight-
ed was the oldest piece of Jewish sheet music (composed by an Italian
Catholic priest who had converted to Judaism), an early Hebrew reading
primer and the last letter that Maimonides received from his beloved
younger brother, David, before the businessman was lost at sea en route to
India.

Over the past 20 years, Glickman reported that advances in computer
technology have made translating the documents and connected fragments
much easier. He noted that the Freidberg Genizah Project was established
in 1999 as a non-profit international humanities venture established by
philanthropist Albert Friedberg of Toronto to promote and facilitate
research of the material discovered in the Cairo Genizah. Under the aegis
of the project, all of the genizah materials are in the process on being inven-
toried and put online.

Glickman completed his presentation with a video of himself peering into
the now empty genizah.

And we conclude
with a little Torah
study led by Rabbi
Yosef Benarroch,
spiritual leader of the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
Congregation. His

question: Does being religious make you a bet-
ter person?

In contemplating the question, Rabbi
Benarroch first turned to the story of creation,
noting that while the Lord commented after each
of the first five days  of creation that work was
“good”, He does not say the same about His cre-
ation of mankind. Rather, the Torah says that the
Lord “created Man in his image”.

So what does that mean? Benarroch quoted
Torah and referred to several rabbanim – includ-
ing Rabbi Akiva, Rambam and the late modern
sages, Rabbis Joseph Soloveitchik and Abraham
Joshua Heschel – as well as talmudic commen-
taries and their interpretations. One suggestion
that Benarroch made is that of all G-d’s cre-
ations, man is the only one that can also create.

And while G-d doesn’t have an “image” in the
way that man does, He does have attributes that
can well be emulated – being slow to anger and
quick to forgive, compassionate, gracious and
merciful – attributes that are part of a prayer shul
goers sing on Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot
before taking out the Torah and at Selichot in the
days leading up to the High Holidays.

So, while engaging in regular religious prac-
tice itself doesn’t determine good or bad behav-
ior, Rabbi Benarroch concluded, attempting to
model your life after the qualities exhibited by
the Lord – in His image - will, without a doubt
make one a better person.

Rabbi Yosef Benarroch

Continued from page 10.

Audience members at a Limmud session

Limmud volunteers
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By DAVID SANDERSON / 
Winnipeg Free Press 
(Reprinted with permission)

There is a memorable scene in the
movie “Five Easy Pieces” when
Jack Nicholson’s character asks for

some toast to go along with his omelette.
Upon being told the roadside diner he’s at
doesn’t serve side orders of toast, he
requests a chicken salad sandwich instead,
instructing the server to hold the mayo,
butter and lettuce. When she asks him in a
snarky tone if he’s finished, he replies no;
he wants her to hold the chicken, too,
preferably “between your knees.”

That’s a bit what it was like – minus the
PG rating, of course – the first time a cus-
tomer requested a sandwich at Bernstein’s
Meats, the predecessor of Bernstein’s
Delicatessen, which celebrated its 35th
anniversary Feb. 1.

Two years after Marla Bernstein and her husband Tony, now her ex,
opened a Jewish-style butcher shop in a converted Safeway outlet at 1700
Corydon Ave., a customer asked Marla for a corned beef on rye with hot
mustard. Sorry, she informed him, they didn’t make sandwiches there, they
were a grocery store.

To which he shot back, but you have corned beef, bread and mustard,
don’t you? Touch√©.

A few days later she prepared another sandwich for a different person,
then another the week after that. At some point, she actually hopped in her
car and drove to her home on Brock Street to retrieve a toaster sitting on
the kitchen counter, after somebody else said he preferred the bread for his
sandwich toasted.

It was never their intent to add a dining area to the mix but after
Supervalu, Superstore’s predecessor, opened one of the first big-box stores
in the city on nearby Kenaston Boulevard in the late 1980s, the two of them
agreed they were probably going to need another reason for people to stop
by, Marla says, seated next to her son Aaron at a corner booth in their
2,400-square-foot, family-run grocery store-cum-deli-counter-cum-restau-
rant.

“My ex-husband and I are both Jewish, we both grew up eating corned
beef and chopped liver so we thought why not do what we know best and
open an authentic, Jewish delicatessen to complement the retail side of
things? It turned out to be a pretty good decision.”

In the early 1980s, the Bernsteins operated the more generic-sounding Ye
Olde Butcher Shop near the intersection of Logan Avenue and McPhillips
Street. Given the couple commuted daily to work from River Heights, it
made more sense, Marla says, to shutter that operation and start fresh when
vacant space became available closer to home in early 1985.

Aaron, the eldest of three brothers, guesses he was eight or nine years old
when he started helping out there on weekends. He was 16 when his par-
ents divorced in 1999 leaving his mom to manage things on her own

“My expertise was never the restaurant side of things. I had been leaving
that up to our head cook for the most part,” Marla explains. “So when she
passed away suddenly I was in a real panic, to the point that I actually con-
sidered selling the place. That’s when Aaron came aboard, first to help me
find a new cook, and then, a few months later, to stay on permanently.”

Aaron tells the story a bit differently.
The deli counter offers premium cut meats, cheeses and specialty items

for all kinds of customers.
“In 2012, I was working as a program manager for an engineering firm

but wasn’t particular-
ly in love with my
job,” says the
Concordia University
alumnus. 

“After I quit, I start-
ed hanging around
here a fair bit more
than I had been, when
I was working 9-to-5.
There was definitely a
loyal client base but at
the same time, it was-
n’t as busy as I felt I

could be, or at least as busy as I remem-
bered it being when I was a kid. That’s
when a light bulb kind of went off and I
decided to try applying some of the things
I’d learned as a manager to this line of
work.” 

Aaron adds though that it was Marla who
deserves the credit for building Bernstein’s
into the brand it has now become. He says
that “if it wasn't such a strong community
institution prior to my arrival I don't think I
would have had the success we have all
seen in modernizing it.”

As well, Aaron noted that his brothers
Steven and Jason had also been involved in
the business at various times during their
lives.

One of the first things Aaron did was
address the staffing level, or lack thereof.

For the longest time, there was only one server responsible for the entire
restaurant. 

When things got backed up, they would yell over to the grocery store,
hoping somebody working behind the meat counter or cash register could
pop over and lend them a hand. 

Except what ultimately occurred, particularly when both sides were
equally busy, was that tables would sit dirty because there was nobody to
clean them, and meals would take forever to come out of the kitchen
because the lone server was being run off their feet.

“It was a total mess,” Aaron says, rolling his eyes. “Some of the workers
who’d been here a while weren’t happy when I hired extra staff – some quit
outright because they didn’t want to share their tips – but after I explained
customers were likely to tip more if we offered better service, and that we’d
be able to put more people through the door if tables were bused in a time-
ly manner, they gradually came around to my way of thinking.”

Besides improving the day-to-day operation, Marla also credits Aaron, a
self-described foodie, for bringing Bernstein’s into the 21st century menu-
wise. Sure they still serve classic deli fare such as pickled tongue, potato
latkes and gefilte fish, but since joining the fray he has introduced a few
trendier choices, among them a bison reuben, a black bean and wild rice
burger and chicken and waffles. (OK, because the kitchen doesn’t have a
waffle iron, what you actually get is chicken and pancakes, but same idea,
right?)

It was also Aaron’s decision to reserve a button on their point-of-sale
device solely for a dish called the Robert, named for a retired judge who
chows down there, on average, five days a week.

“It’s not something super crazy, just a variation on a breakfast sandwich
with fried egg, cheese, bacon, fried mushrooms and onions on a hamburg-
er bun, but because we were constantly adding everything up individually
so we could figure out how much to charge him, we programmed one key
and slapped his name on it,” Aaron says with a laugh.

Additionally, you may recall past columns mentioning how certain, icon-
ic restaurants around town have been known to FedEx pizzas, burgers,
even perogies across the country to ex-pat Winnipeggers? Same thing at
Bernstein’s, where at least once a week somebody pops in on their way to
the airport to grab a few pints of cabbage borscht or chicken matzo ball
soup (a.k.a. Jewish penicillin) to take home in their luggage.

“Or they tell me their plane landed 20 minutes ago and this was the first
place they stopped on their way to their hotel or wherever,” Marla says.
“We’re constantly vacuum-sealing sliced meats for people to bring back to
Vancouver or Toronto. We’ve even sent things by Greyhound as far as
Thunder Bay, if you can believe it. It’s not cheap but for some people,
money’s no object when it comes to a taste of home.”

For the past few months, Marla has been largely absent from work as she
deals with a medical issue. Knowing Aaron is there running the show has
been a godsend, she says. Aaron adds  he is hopeful that Marla will be able
to resume working on a part-time basis in June or July.

“Seven years ago, this place was stagnant. Aaron allowed us to move for-
ward and without him, there’s no doubt in my mind it would have disap-
peared,” she says, rubbing her son’s shoulder.

“It’s funny,” Aaron chimes in. “When I was 15 or 16, I hated working
here because it meant I could never hang out with my buddies on the week-
end. Now a lot of them show up for breakfast or lunch with their kids, so it
gives us a perfect opportunity to catch up. Truly, it’s such a joy to see all
these familiar faces, day in day out.”
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It wasn’t always a deli?
Bernstein’s Deli has been an institution so long – 35 years – 

it’s surprising to remember it started as a grocery store

Aaron Bernstein and his mother, Marla Bernstein, out-
side Bernstein’s Delicatessen. 

Photo: Mike Sudoma
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By MYRON LOVE
Edith Kimelman,

whom I have known
for many years,
exudes elegance and
confidence. Beneath
the surface though,
this child survivor of
the Holocaust – in
common with most
Holocaust survivors –
will tell you she con-
tinues to bear the
scars of the trauma
that she went through.
And, as with many of
her fellow survivors,
she came here with nothing and built a life for herself as a wife,  mother,
grandmother, scholar and educator.  

In recent years, Kimelman has devoted much of her time to Holocaust
education, sharing her story with many high school students in and around
Winnipeg in an effort to inspire young people to eschew prejudice and hate
and work for the betterment of society. In 2016, she was one of those fea-
tured in filmmakers Yolanda Papini Pollock and Erol Meryl’s “Never
Again: A Broken Promise” – a documentary on genocide.

On Thursday, March 12, Kimelman told her story to her largest audience
yet – 1,350 high school students from 27 Manitoba schools who were in
attendance at the University of Winnipeg’s Duckworth Centre for the 19th
annual Holocaust and Human Rights Symposium presented by the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada.

Kimelman and Indigenous leader, acclaimed author, and Indian
Residential School survivor Theodore Fontaine were the two keynote
speakers for the day, with Kimelman speaking in the morning and Fontaine
in the afternoon session.

The symposium began with remarks from Dr. Annette Trimbee, President
and Vice-Chancellor of the University of Winnipeg. She noted that pre-war
Germany society was not much different from our own society today.
“Minority communities in many countries are still being marginalized and
abused,” she pointed out.

Trimbee quoted the late Simon Wiesenthal, who said that “for evil to
flourish, it only requires good men to do nothing”.

She also spoke of the importance of education in making the world a bet-
ter place.

In introducing Edith Kimelman, Belle Jarniewski began by putting the
Holocaust into graphic context. The executive director of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada and director of the Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre noted that, along with death
camps, the Nazis built tens of thousands more slave labour camps, transit
camps and ghettos throughout Nazi-occupied Europe.

In addition to the more than three million Jews murdered in the death
camps – as well as millions more Roma, Jehovah’s Witnesses, political
prisoners and others deemed “undesirable”, 1.4 million more Jews in
Eastern Europe were murdered by the Einsatzgruppen in mass shootings.

Jarniewski also spoke of Canada’s sorry record of residential schools as
well as the worrying explosion in recent years of antisemitism, racism, and
anti-immigrant sentiment in many countries. “There are at least 100 active
white supremacist hate groups in Canada alone”, she added, noting that
many espouse neo-Nazi ideology.

Jarniewski urged the students at the symposium to add their voices to the
fight against hate. “Together, we can make a difference,” she said.

Kimelman began her remarks with a paraphrase from the great Israeli
statesman Abba Eban, who described the Holocaust as one of the greatest
crises in the history of Western civilization – with the Jews at the centre of
it: “Antisemitism is the most violent hatred,” she observed. “I have carried
the trauma of what we went through all of my life. I was robbed of my
childhood but still managed to find  a spark from the ashes from which I
was able to build a new life in a new country.”

She described her early years as a happy time, doted on by loving parents
in a small, community in Ukraine, where her best friend was a non-Jewish
little girl next door. Life as the six-year-old Edith knew it came to an end
in June 1941, when the Nazis arrived. Her family’s home was ransacked by
the neighbours and almost everything was taken.

“I saw my best friend wearing my best clothes,” she recalled. “My
friends shunned me. I sensed that something was wrong, but I didn’t know
what it was. I thought that I must have done something wrong.”

A short time later, German soldiers took her father away and shot him.
She and her mother found his body and had to carry it back to their home,
where two of her mother’s brothers came to take her father’s body for bur-

ial.
Part of Edith’s family home was

overtaken by Ukrainian militia. Her
mother overheard some of the mili-
tiamen making plans to drown
Edith, her mother and grandmother
(her father’s mother), along with
some Russian soldiers who they
had previously captured - in the
Horin River.  Her mother woke the
little girl in the middle of the night
(her grandmother refused to leave)
and they walked 24 km to Rowno,
where they were taken in by her
mother’s relatives.

Her mother’s parents were farm-
ers in another village. They sent a
farmer with a wagon filled with hay
to pick up mother and daughter and
bring them to the safety of their
farm. In the fall of 1941, 19,000
Jews in the Rowno Ghetto who did

not possess work permits were  gathered at the train station,  then taken
directly to Soscenki, and shot into prepared mass graves.

In the fall of 1942, Edith and her mother continued to stay with her moth-
er’s family in Tuchin. The remaining Jews in the Tuchin ghetto decided to
burn it down rather than being slowly depleted in small groups. 

At another point, Kimelman’s mother was badly beaten by some
Germans and left with permanent kidney damage.

Kimelman told how she, her mother,  grandparents, and her uncles and
aunt were hidden in a haystack by a kindly Ukrainian lady throughout the
winter of 1942-43. After that, they joined other escapees in the forest.

There were other brushes with death and finally, in early 1944, the group
of about 75 destitute and desperate Jews was liberated by Partisans. That
spring, Edith and her mother  were both afflicted with typhus. Her mother
eventually died in Lodz as a result of the severe beating that she had
received,  which had damaged her kidneys.

“With my mother’s death, everything I loved, everything I held dear also
died,” Kimelman recalled. “I felt that I had nothing to live for. Fortunately,
my grandmother, my uncles and my aunt gave me the courage to hang on
to life.”

In 1949, Edith and her surviving family

Edith Kimelman keynote speaker for morning session of the Jewish
Heritage Centre’s 19th annual Holocaust and Human Rights Symposium

Belle Jarniewski

Edith Kimelman with grandson, Ari
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closer to reality than it
was in September,
when Rivlin proposed
the same idea after
another national elec-
tion held that month.
Neither Netanyahu’s
Likud or Gantz’s Blue
and White won
enough seats in the
most recent election
to form a governing coalition of at least 61 par-
liament seats.

Earlier this week, an unorthodox solution was
in the works. Gantz was in talks with key figures
to form a minority government with the help of
the mostly Arab parties, who would lend their
support in the form of votes but not sit in the
coalition. That would be historic: no Arab party
has ever been part of an Israeli parliament major-
ity or supported one from a minority position.
Among the leaders involved in the talks was
Avigdor Liberman, a right-wing hawk whose
party won seven crucial seats.

That idea appeared to fall apart after Orly
Levy-Abekasis – the leader of Gesher, a center-
left party that is a necessary piece of Gantz’s
coalition math – said this week she could not

support the idea of taking support
from the Arab parties, even from
outside the coalition.

In response, members of Meretz,
a more liberal party that is also on
Gantz’s side, called her “irresponsi-

ble” and “racist,” and called her actions a
“betrayal of the voters.” Many have called for
her resignation.

On top of that, two right-wing lawmakers in
Blue and White, Zvi Hauser and Yoaz Hendel,
also oppose using Arab support. While Gantz
has not taken any action against them, he could
ask them to resign, which would leave their seats
open for the next two lawmakers on the party
list.

Representatives of each of the eight parties
who won Knesset seats in the March 2 election
are scheduled to meet with Rivlin on Sunday to
tell him which candidate they are backing for
prime minister. (In a nod to the coronavirus, the
meetings will take place with small delegations
and media will not be permitted, though the pro-
ceedings will be broadcast live.) Rivlin will then
tap one of them to form a new government, usu-
ally the person with the most recommendations.

Who will that be? Netanyahu, whose party
won slightly more seats? Or Gantz, the man with
a plan?

Good question. No one knows for sure.
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Israel news

Israel election update: No coalition in sight
By MARCY OSTER

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Just moments after receiving the official final
results of Israel’s third elections in 11 months, Israeli President Reuven
Rivlin called on the heads of the largest parties – Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and his main rival Benny Gantz – to come together and form a

unity government.
“Any agreement

you are able to come
to that produces a sta-
ble government that
gains the trust of the
people will be wel-
comed,” Rivlin said
Wednesday afternoon
at the president’s offi-
cial residence in
Jerusalem.

But a stable coali-
tion that would break
a yearlong deadlock
in Israeli politics is no
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Avigdor Lieberman, left, and Benny Gantz shake hands after a private
meeting in the central Israeli city of Ramat Gan, March 9, 2020. (Jack
Guez/AFP via Getty Images)
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Gantz was in talks with key figures to form a
minority government with the help of the mostly

Arab parties, who would lend their support in the
form of votes but not sit in the coalition. That would
be historic: no Arab party has ever been part of an
Israeli parliament majority or supported one from a

minority position.

came to Winnipeg, where she lived with her
grandmother and an uncle. Education had been

very important to her parents and, by becoming well educated, Edith was determined
to honour their memory. She went to university as a mature student, earning a BA
from the University of Winnipeg and certification from the University of Manitoba,
followed by graduate studies at Bar Ilan University and the Hebrew University in
Israel,  Oxford, and Columbia. She became an educator and an administrator in the
Jewish school system.

Edith was married to Sam for 63 years prior to his passing in 2017. She is the proud
mother of three sons and grandmother of two grandsons.

“I see myself as a branch that was ripped from a tree, but managed to take root and
grow,” she told her audience. “We are fortunate that in Canada, we have the opportu-
nity to raise our family in freedom, peace and security.”

Nonetheless, she added, quoting Bernie Farber, former executive director of the
Canadian Jewish Congress,  “Jews are no strangers to antisemitism. While history has
shown us that Jew hatred may take an occasional holiday, it never takes a permanent
vacation.” 

“I am frightened by the current rise of antisemitism and am reaching a time in my
life when every day is a bonus. The world is turbulent; so many countries are at war
with other or themselves. I am grateful that I live in Canada where I can express my
feelings before you without feeling repercussions just because I am Jewish. I hope I
have been able to leave you some seeds of thought which will take root.”

The symposium receives funding from the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and the
Asper Foundation, while the Jewish Heritage Centre is a beneficiary agency of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,

Continued from previous page.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The Penguin Book of Migration Literature is a masterpiece of

the new generation of immigration anthologies. Unlike the mono-
lithic narrative of immigration as a success story, the editors of
this book offer a more dynamic approach to migration. Like
birds, people move back and forth looking for a better life but
also to preserve their identity. 

Dead Sea Scrolls fragments at 
DC museum are fake, its officials say

March 13, 2020 (JTA) – The 16 Dead Seas Scroll fragments
housed at the Museum of the Bible in Washington, D.C., are forg-
eries, museum officials said Friday.

“We’re victims — we’re victims of misrepresentation, we’re
victims of fraud,” CEO Harry Hargrove said at an academic con-
ference hosted by the museum, National Geographic reported.

A team of researchers led by an art fraud investigator issued a
200-page report saying that while the fragments may be made of
ancient leather, the ink was from modern times and altered to
look like the real Dead Sea Scrolls.

Most of the 100,000 real Dead Sea Scroll fragments lie in the
Israel Museum in Jerusalem, and the report does not question
their authenticity. Bedouins found clay jars in the West Bank’s
Qumran caves in 1947 holding thousands of the parchment
scrolls dating back more than 1,800 years, including some of the
oldest surviving copies of the Hebrew Bible.

Upcoming Shows - 
The Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on
Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com

On March 22, we will air Gerry Posner’s interview with actress
Terri Cherniak. Rochelle Zucker will present music by artists
from New York. 

Hosts on March 29 will be Regine Frankel and Rochelle
Zucker. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams,

$8 per column inch.
Extra charge for photo $15.

Payment may be made over phone,
with Visa or Mastercard.

Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

PEARL MORANTZ
The family of Pearl

Morantz is sad to announce
her passing on February 26,
2020. Pearl was born on
March 21, 1938 in Winni-
peg, Manitoba, the daugh-
ter of Peter and Gertie
Litman. Pearl is survived
by her four children, Rich-
ard (Sheree), Martin (Lisa),
Steven, and Susie (Evan)
and six grandchildren,
Ethan, Sean, Emily,
Jeremy, Jacob and
Zachary, her brother, Leslie

(Carol) and sister, Judy. Pearl was predeceased by her
parents, grandson, Nathan, and brother-in-law, Jim.

Pearl was known as an avid and excellent bridge
player and, if you knew her, you were lucky to do so.

The funeral was officiated by Rabbi Matthew Leibl
at Shaarey Zedek cemetery on February 28, 2020.

In Pearl’s memory, donations may be made to Au-
tism Speaks, a cause that is very meaningful to our
family. Please contact Eddie at 1-888-362-6227.

DOREEN (DORIE) LEVEN
It is with deep sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of Dorie Leven who
left this world peacefully
and acceptingly, but much
too soon. Dorie passed on
February 21, 2020 at the
Women’s Hospital with her
family by her side.

She is survived by her
husband of 46 years, Joe;
children, Shachar (Kobi),
Boaz (Mor) and her grand-
daughter Ella; her siblings,
Francie (Kenny), Stanley
(Karen), Marion, Morley

(Joan) and Walter (Diana); and her many nieces and
nephews.

Anyone who was blessed to have known Dorie,
knew of her kind, gentle spirit, her boundless generos-
ity and her wide-open heart. She will be remembered
among countless other things for her love of gardening
and singing, dedication to tai chi and her love of her
family and her religion.

Professionally, Dorie graduated the U of M with a
BSc and worked for over a decade as a lab technician.
In her mid-30s, she returned to university and obtained
her nursing degree. Dorie began in post-partum in the
hospitals and then worked for many years in the com-
munity as a dedicated public health nurse, making
home visits to newborns and their parents.

A funeral was held at the Herzlia Synagogue on
Sunday, February 23. Memorial donations may be
made to Winnipeg Harvest.

MIKE WOLFSON
Mike was born in Win-

nipeg on May 14, 1924 and
passed away peacefully
February 20, 2020. He was
predeceased by wife Sadie,
mother Mary Glass, father
Sam Wolfson, brother
Arnold and sister Rose
Sarbit.

Dad was an All Star foot-
ball player with the St.
John’s Tigers. He served

in the Royal Canadian Air Force, and later took his
Vaudeville act on the road. A knack for entertaining
never left Dad. He was a real character, always ready
with a joke or a story. Dad met Mom, the love of his life
for over 62 years, in Vancouver. His children, grand-
children and great grandchildren filled his life with
overwhelming love and precious memories.

Dad was a great provider and had a long career in
furniture sales with celebrity spots on the radio telling
all to come and see “Uncle Mike” for a great deal! This
trait carried over to our household, where Dad was
always on the lookout for the best deals for all of us.
Dad’s success in sales took him on many exotic trips
with Mom. They later continued to enjoy many winters
in Hawaii and Florida.

We were blessed to converse with Dad and listen to
him reminisce right up until his passing as his mind
stayed sharp to the end. One memory that Dad created
for us is the cottage at Winnipeg Beach. Dad loved the
cottage, the closeness of family and of course fishing.
This will live within us forever as we continue to enjoy
this tradition with our own families.

Dad is survived by his children Rick (Debbie), Elaine
(John), Merril MacKay (Rick), and Shari (Ron). Grand-
children, Michelle (John), Carly (Geoff), Ben, Sarah,
Matthew (Madison), Crystal (Nick), Kyle (Laura),
Lauren (Rob), & Kelli. Great-Grandchildren, Lincoln,
Olivia, Mackenzie, Charlie, Fletcher, William and
Grace. Dad will be fondly remembered by many close
nieces, nephews, cousins and family friends. For the
last 12 years Dad lived at Portsmouth and we would
like to thank everyone for their care and friendship.

Funeral was held at Temple Shalom on Sunday,
February 22nd, burial at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
Donations can be made in memory of Dad to Temple
Shalom.

Dad we find comfort you are reunited with Mom and
that you will continue to guide us as we carry on your
traditions with love.

RALPH GORDON
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of Ralph Gordon on
February the 26, 2020 in
Rancho Mirage Ca. at the
age of 88. Ralph is sur-
vived by his loving wife of
63 years Ethel, daughter of
Abraham and Sally Malian,
and sisters-in-law, Evelyn
Hecht (Larry) and Seema
Ariel (Brian). He will be

lovingly remembered and deeply missed by his chil-
dren Marshall (Amy), Sherwin (Nancy) and Kayla (Art
Maister) and 6 grandchildren -Avril (Angela), Aaron
(Brittany), Adam (Vivian) and Carly (Greg), Jacob and
Cara. He was blessed to recently spend time with 4
great-grandchildren -Keira, Blake, Kenny, and Hallee.
He will be affectionately remembered by his nieces and
nephews and many dear friends.

Ralph was born May 21, 1931, the son of Samuel
Gordon and Nettie (Schweid). Sam came to Winnipeg
from Vilna in 1915, then moved to Minnesota, joining
the U.S. Army for World War I. After the war, Sam
returned to Winnipeg to visit relatives where he met
Nettie, also an immigrant, who had come from Austria
to be with family. Sam and Nettie had three children:
Helen, Lou, and Ralph.

Ralph grew up in the North end of Winnipeg on
Alfred Avenue. He went to Machray School and St.
John’s Tech. He was fun loving and an avid sportsman,
and sang in the school operettas. He graduated from
United College and the University of Manitoba. As a
student, he worked for The Manitoban newspaper and
was a member of the Zeta Beta Tau Fraternity. On June
19, 1955, he married the love of his life Ethel. He was
a dedicated, devoted husband and dancing partner to
her for 63 years. In the first years of their marriage,
Ralph had several jobs. He was a manager at The Bay
and then he sold and designed furniture at Ideal Brass.
He was delivering furniture one day to St. John’s
College and one of the nuns said, ‘You should go into
education”. He took her advice and enrolled in the
Faculty of Education at UofM taking classes over 3
summers. He later returned to complete his Master’s
degree. He taught math and business in the St James
School division at Ness, Samson Jr. High and John
Taylor Collegiate for 25 years. Memory-filled sum-
mers were spent at Falcon Lake and then West Hawk
Lake. He coached Hockey and was a certified Tennis
teacher. Ralph was always generous with his time and
patiently taught so many how to snow and water ski. He
was instrumental in the establishment of the Tuxedo
Tennis Club and taught tennis there for ten years. In his
spare time, he supervised the construction of their
unique homes in Tuxedo and Linden Woods and he
built two summer cottages. He was the “second Jewish
carpenter”. For Ralph, it was always about adventure
and making memories, for himself, for Ethel, and for
their family and friends. His memory and legacy will
be cherished and he will be greatly missed.

Funeral Services were held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue in Winnipeg on March 4. Pallbearers were
Adam Gordon, Aaron Maister, Greg Karon, Benjamin
Hecht, Paul Hecht, Hardev Bains. Honorary Pallbear-
ers were Evelyn Hecht and Jacob Gordon. Donations in
Ralph’s memory can be made to the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba and Parkinson Canada.

Deadline for the
April 1 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, March 26
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In loving memory of

YORAM BARR
who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MARCH  18

In loving memory of our dad
and zaida,

MORRES
BERENHAUT

who passed away
February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

Dad, your spirit was an
inspiration to us all. We miss
that glitter in your eye, your
sense of humor, and especially
your storytellling.
You will be loved and
appreciated and remain in our
hearts forever.
— Your  children,  grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELKA EHRLICH
who passed away

April 2, 1992
28 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LAZAR
FLIEGEL
who passed away
March 31, 2012
8 days in Nisan

You are not forgotten
nor will you ever be

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your wife
Basia, children Miriam and
Larry, son-in-law Ron,
grandchildren Sarah, Alex
and Danny.

In loving memory of

PEARL
(CHOROST)

FINK
who passed away
March 29, 2014

27 days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
GARDNER
who passed away
March 29, 1995

27 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

HAROLD
AARON HYMAN

who passed away
April 30, 2011

26 Days in Nisan

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren, family and friends.

ETTA
HYMAN

who passed away
March 15, 2015
24 Days in Adar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FREDA LEIBL
who passed away
March 26, 2006
26 Days in Adar

Thank you for the quality of life
you gave us in so many ways.
We love you and miss you still.
— Your family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM MINUK
who passed away
March 26, 2014

24 Days in Adar II
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER PIERCE
who passed away

February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOLLY PITCH
who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

BILL SHELL
who passed away

November 25, 2015
13th day of Kislev, 5776

RUTH SHELL
who passed away

April 2, 2016
23rd day of Adar II, 5776

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by Marli, David and
Family.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MARCH  25

In loving memory of

JACK WILDER
who passed away

March 5, 1978
26 Days in Adar II

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
42nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN (NATE)
JACOBSON

who passed away
March 21, 1996

2 Days in Nisan, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

24th Yahrzeit

— Ever remembered and sadly missed and loved…always by
their children Julius and Marsha, Sheldon and Randy and
grandchildren Carrie, Robyn and Jay.

ETTA
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
March 19, 1996
29 Days in Adar

ISRAEL
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
April 12, 1983

29 Days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

In loving memory of our dear
daughter, sister,

granddaughter and niece

JADA ALEXIS
KNELLER
who passed away
March 22, 1988
4 Days in Nissan

We held your hands
for such a short while,
but your heart forever.
Love you forever.
Miss you always.
— With love,
     Mom, Dad & Family

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

— Always loved, always missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA
MOWCHUN

NADEL
who passed away
March 22, 1991
7 Days in Nissan

USHER
MOWCHUN

who passed away
March 25, 1985
3 Days in Nissan

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHELDON
OBERMAN

who passed away
March 26, 2004
4 Days in Nisan

—Remembered with love and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

Always in our thoughts; Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed by your children - Audrey & Russell, grandsons,
great-grandsons, and family.

DAVID
POLLOCK
who passed away

April 10, 2000
5 Days in Nisan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

MILDRED
POLLOCK
who passed away
March 15, 1972

29 Days in Adar I

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYBIL ROSE
ROSSMAN
who passed away
March 14, 1991

29 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS RUBIN
who passed away

March 8, 2016
29th of Adar I, 5776

—Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by his wife
Colette, his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY
MEDOFF-

KOPELOW
who passed away

March 4, 2013
22 days in Adar

—A woman of virtue &
compassion who touched all
with her love & generosity.
We will love  you always and
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARIE MULLER
who passed away
March 18, 2019

11 days in Adar 2
Your love, strength and courage
continue to guide us.
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your husband, Teddy,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and dear
friends.

Adieu mon coeur.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY NELKO
who passed away
March 21, 2017
23 days in Adar

—Forever loved and missed
by her children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EARL PITCH

who passed away
March 13, 2015
22 days in Adar

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Tsipie,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HINDA RITTER
who passed away

April 3, 2016
24 days in Adar 2

– Forever in our hearts
Beth, Bobby, Zach, Karlene,
Jessica & Stefanie

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
SHUCKETT

who passed away
February 25th, 2014

25 days in Adar
Six years have passed, but you
are with us always in our
thoughts and hearts, sadly
missed and forever loved.
—Your wife, children,
grandchildren and sister
Fritzi Telpner.

6th Yahrzeit
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New film about 94-year old Holocaust survivor 
Isaac Gotfried premieres at Berney Theatre

By BERNIE BELLAN

For 94-year-old Isaac
Gotfried. telling the story
how he survived three

years in various slave labour
and concentration camps during
World War II has been his mis-
sion in life for over 26 years
now.

In 2018 I recorded a talk Isaac
gave to 32 Muslim students
from a school in St. Boniface. A
video of that session can be
seen on our website at
http://jewishpostandnews.ca/
c a t e g o r i e s - m e d i a / 7 8 -
shoah/227-isaac-gotfried. During that talk Isaac
noted that, at that point in his life, he estimated
that he had spoken at over 100 schools to over
20,000 students.

This past Wednesday, March 11, an audience in
the Berney Theatre had the opportunity to watch
a brand new film which also showed Isaac inter-

acting with students from a different school, this time J.H. Bruns
Collegiate, which is also in St. Boniface.

The occasion was the world premiere of a new film titled “Tikkun Olam”.
The film was produced by Yolanda Papini-Pollock, who is not only the
founder of Winnipeg Friends of Israel, she is a documentary film maker of
some renown who, four years ago, produced an excellent documentary about
four survivors of different genocides titled “Never Again: A Broken Promise”.

This time though, Yolanda took a more sophisticated approach to her film
about Isaac Gotfried, inter splicing footage and stills from World War II
with scenes of Isaac meeting students from J.H. Bruns last spring and this
past fall.

The film is partly narrated by a student by the name of Kaitlin Medeiros,
who graduated from J.H. Bruns last year. It also focuses on the efforts of a
teacher by the name of Tim Beyak to introduce teaching about the Holocaust
to students whose understanding of what went on in World War II was some-
what limited. According to Beyak, after he was introduced to Yolanda Papini-
Pollock over two years ago, the idea for making this particular film took root.
To give the students in the film quite a bit of credit, however, many of the
students whom we see during the course of the film were well aware of what
the Holocaust was prior to meeting Isaac. As one might expect though, the
details that Isaac Gotfried shared with them about his own personal experi-
ences came as a total shock to the vast majority of them. One scene in par-
ticular - when Isaac describes the depravity of Ilsa Koch, who was the com-
mandant of Buchenwald concentration camp, and who was known as the
“Bitch of Buchenwald”, the students’ mouths were left agape.

In my 2018 story about Isaac Gotfried, I referred to Isaac’s having seen
Koch in person and his description of her own particular brand of sadism:
“…Isaac came face to face with the ‘Bitch of Buchenwald’ – Ilse Koch, a
woman who was so sadistic that she would choose men to sleep with dur-
ing the night, then have them shot the next morning.” In the film Koch’s
penchant for taking the skins of those men and turning them into lamp-
shades is shown in graphic detail.

Isaac Gotfried has written his autobiography, “Lucky to Survive”, which
was published in 2017. In introducing her film to the Berney Theatre audi-
ence, filmmaker Yolanda Papini-Pollock told the audience that “Isaac was
a young boy (living in Poland) when the Nazis invaded.” (He would have
been 13.)

“Despite everything that happened to him though,” Yolanda continued,
“Isaac considers himself lucky. He has dedicated his life to sharing his
story with students of all ages.”

The film doesn’t recount too much of the detail of what happened to
Isaac during the war, although he does tell one harrowing story to the stu-
dents at J.H. Bruns that he has told to thousands of students before, and
about which I wrote in my 2018 article about Isaac:

“Toward the end of his captivity, Isaac said, one night, when he was
sleeping in his bunk – and there were eight men assigned to bunks designed
to hold only two, he had a pain on his side and he wanted to turn over to
the other side. He tried to move the man next to him so that he could turn
over, but the man didn’t move. He was dead. So Isaac said he turned back
to the man on his other side; he, too, was dead.

“ ‘I was sleeping between two corpses,’ Isaac said to the students.”
Within the documentary, “Tikkun Olam”, we learn that there is a subtext

to the story of Isaac meeting with students at J.H. Bruns, and that is the
hugely diverse backgrounds of the students themselves. There are students
from all over the globe represented in the film - including one transsexual
student who relates their own particular experience of having been bullied
at school. Later, when asked what their takeaway is after having met Isaac,

many of the students
say that they have a
newfound appreciation of what it means to be discriminated against.

Later, after the movie was shown, Isaac Gotfried sat on the stage with
Tim Beyak and Kaitlin Medeiros, and the three of them fielded questions
from the audience.

One of the questions related to the point of what was the impression left
with the students at J.H. Bruns after having met Isaac: “Did you see a
change in attitude toward bullying after Isaac spoke at your school?” the
questioner asked

Kaitlin Medeiros responded: “For sure - I think seeing something as traumat-
ic as the Holocaust makes you realize how trivial your own problems seem.”

Following the showing of the film and the question and answer session
audience members gathered in the Berney Theatre foyer for refreshments -
and a chance to meet Isaac and buy his book. I asked Yolanda Papini-
Pollock whether she has plans to show the film at other venues.

Yolanda explained that, due to the COBID-19 virus, 27 residents of the
Shaftesbury Retirement Residence who had planned on attending the
Berney Theatre for the premiere of the film were unfortunately kept from
boarding their bus. As a result plans are being made to show the film at the
Shaftesbury itself.

As well, Yolanda said, she will be sending the film to various film festi-
vals around the county and it will be one of the films shown at the upcom-
ing Rady JCC Jewish Film Festival. Yolanda added that she is hoping to
find an educational distributor who will show the film at more schools.

Isaac Gotfried signing his book
Lucky to Survive

Panelists following presentation of the film
about Isaac Gotfried (l-r): Kaitlin Medeiros
(former student at J.H. Bruns Collegiate; Tim
Beyak, teacher at J.H. Bruns; Isaac Gotfried

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOROTHY
BERGMAN

who passed away
February 16, 2019

11 Adar 1, 5779
Always in our hearts

and in our minds
—Remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
brothers (sisters-in-law,
brothers-in-law), family and
friends.

�����������
����������	��	
�����	�����	��
	������	�����	�������	���
��	������	
��
	����
����
�	�������	���������	�����	��
	������	�����	�������

���
��	������	 ��	������	����	�!����	�"���	��	��	#�	$�
���	
%��������	�������"��	��
	���	������	��
�	����	#&	$��'��	

(�)����	���	"�	����	���
	���	�����	�
	�������	
�����	)��
	*+,-	�
	�-,./0�-0%�

���������������	
�������	���	���������������

�����������	
� ��	
��� ���	��

����������	�
����
����
���
������

	����	������������
���
�����
���������

�	���� �

!����
����"���!���#�
!�$����	�
�����"

%�����
�������
�
���&&
������'

�����()*+,,-+.-.-

/�#��()*+,,-+(010
�&2+�"�3���4���

����� ������	�

��������������

�����
������� ������������

�����	��������	



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 18, 2020

Theatre news

WJT postpones upcoming production - announces 2020-21 playbill
(March 16, 2020) IN ORDER TO CONTRIBUTE TO PUBLIC
HEALTH EFFORTS, WE HAVE DECIDED TO CANCEL THE
UPCOMING RUN OF NARROW BRIDGE BY DANIEL THAU-
ELEFF AND MOVE ITS WORLD PREMIERE INTO OUR 2020-
2021 SEASON. Narrow Bridge will replace the previously announced
production of Trayf by Lindsay Joelle from March 4 - 14, 2021. 

During this time our administrative operations will continue, with
staff working from home where possible. We will continue to check our
office voicemail and email on a daily basis Monday - Friday. The box
office will be contacting all ticket holders for Narrow Bridge to ensure
that they are aware of the cancellation. 

(March 11, 2020) – Winnipeg Jewish Theatre announced its 2020 - 2021
season today. The new season explores the essence of L’Dor V’Dor, a well-
known (and well-loved) Hebrew phrase meaning “from generation to gen-
eration.”

“Each play serves as a snapshot of a particular moment in time, exam-
ining different generations of Jewish people and their specific circum-
stances,” says WJT Managing and Artistic Director Ari Weinberg. “The
vibrant and dynamic playbill balances current issues of Jewish identity
with familiar nostalgic memories filled with humour, heart and humanity.”

L’Dor V’Dor is all about making connections between generations and so
are the four shows that are going to grace the Berney Theatre stage for our
33rd season. The characters we will be bringing to life span the Lost
Generation through the Greatest Generation and Gen-X to Gen-Y (yes,

Millenials!). The
styles vary from a
klezmer/musical the-
atre fusion to a grip-
ping drama, from a
grin-inducing comedy
to a biographical tour-
de-force. There is
truly something for
everyone, including
the return of WJT’s
smash-hit production
of Becoming Dr. Ruth
starring Mariam
Bernstein.

Old Stock: A
Refugee Love Story

Created by Hannah
Moscovitch, Ben
Caplan and Christian
Barry

Directed by
Christian Barry

A 2b Theatre
Company Production
(Halifax)

Oct 24 - Nov 1,
2020 | Preview Oct 22

Old Stock: A

Refugee Love Story is a humourously dark folk tale woven together with a
high energy concert. This musical hybrid starring Ben Caplan is inspired by
the true stories of two Jewish Romanian refugees coming to Canada in
1908. It’s about how to love and find our shared humanity after facing the
horrors of war. Old Stock has thrilled audiences all over North America,
Australia and Europe, WJT is so excited to bring it to Winnipeg!

“Bringing Old Stock to our audiences is a coup for WJT,” says Ari
Weinberg. “This internationally acclaimed musical/rock concert is so sin-
gular and soul-stirring. This is the epitome of must-see theatre and it
chronicles the family history of one of Canada’s most revered playwrights,
Hannah Moscovitch.”

Actually
by Anna Ziegler
Directed by Cherissa Richards
Jan 30 - Feb 7, 2021 | Preview Jan 28
Amber comes from a well-to-do Jewish family. Tom is a young African-

American man raised in poverty, the first in his family to attend university.
While finding their way as freshmen at Princeton, they end up spending a
night together that alters the course of their lives. They agree on the drink-
ing, they agree on the attraction, but the consent is foggy, and if unspoken,
can it be called consent? With lyricism and wit, Actually investigates gen-
der and race politics, our crippling desire to fit in, and the three sides to
every story.

“I was hooked five-minutes into reading Actually,” says Weinberg. “It’s
so gripping and current. Anna Ziegler is becoming one of the most pro-
duced playwrights in North America and it’s not hard to see why. This tight-
ly written 90-minute play is packed with astute observations and flawed,
but deeply human, characters.”

Becoming Dr. Ruth
by Mark St. Germain
Starring Mariam Bernstein
Originally directed by Debbie Patterson
April 27 - May 2, 2021 | Preview April 26
Only 6 performances - subscribers receive early access.
Back by popular demand! Karola Siegel fled Germany on the

Kindertransport, joined the Haganah as a sniper in Israel, survived as a sin-
gle mother in New York City, and eventually became North America’s most
iconic sex therapist: Dr. Ruth Westheimer. Told with heart and plenty of
humour, this play delivers a tour-de-force performance chronicling the life
of an extraordinary woman. Mariam Bernstein, who won the 2019
Winnipeg Theatre Award for Outstanding Leading Actress for playing the
legendary Dr. Ruth, returns to dazzle audiences for this revival.

“Is there a better way to end the season than with Mariam Bernstein
reprising her award-winning turn as the beloved Dr. Ruth?” says
Weinberg. “I don’t think so. If you saw it last time come back to be capti-
vated again. If you missed it last time, book your tickets ASAP.”

Early bird prices for Regular four-show subscriptions are $135*. Preview
Night subscriptions are $119* and Pick 3 packages are $100*. Prices go up
by $5 per subscription if you purchase after June 30. Subscriber benefits
include priority, reserved seating, free ticket exchange (excluding Preview
Night subscriptions), additional tickets at a discount and regular communi-
cations. To subscribe, call 204.477.7515 or visit www.wjt.ca

BY Daniel 
Thau-Eleff

NARROW 
BRIDGE

MARCH 28–APRIL 5  |  PREVIEW MARCH 26

When Sam has a vision of drifting through the mechitzah, it launches a unique 
spiritual and religious journey. 

*Plus taxes and fees $36* | 204.477.7478 | tickets 
start at

OPENS 

NEXT WEEK

A story about 
transitions, 
gender, and 

Judaism

WORLD PREMIERE
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Joanne Seiff

Wash your hands

Before bed each night, our kids practice
their reading, both in Hebrew and in
English. We have a routine where I knit

and sit next to a kid, listening to him reading his
Hebrew grade 3 stories, and their dad does
English with the other kid. Then we switch.
Recently, I’ve heard two separate ‘easy reader’
versions of the story about Hillel and the mitzvah
of cleanliness. 

For those of you who might not be up on grade 3 curriculum, Hillel was
a great teacher of Torah. One day, he rushed off and his students asked him,
where are you going? He answers “To do a mitzvah!” And they say, “What
is the mitzvah?” And he says, “Cleaning is a mitzvah!” as he rushes to the
bathhouse. In one story, it points out that Hillel was also trying to show that
in general, keeping clean is important. We should clean our fruits and veg-
etables before eating, clean our houses, etc. This is obviously a useful les-
son for kids…keeping up with our bodies, household and the toys every-
where is very challenging. It’s good to know that Hillel taught us to keep
clean. (I’ll need to mention this next time I’m asking everyone to tidy up!)

Even in the Torah, there are multiple reminders to wash. While this isn’t
news for Jews, frequent washing isn’t every culture’s practice. During out-
breaks of the Black Death in Europe, Jewish communities were often spared
because of their insistence on cleanliness while those around them were
dirty and therefore, more prone to catching this illness. This meant most
Jews avoided the plague (Black Death), which was transmitted by rats and
fleas. Unfortunately, this also led to situations in which the Jewish commu-
nity was blamed for the illness, because why weren’t the Jews getting sick,
when everyone else was? Through the lens of history, we know why–they
washed and therefore had fewer fleas and rats around.

In the Torah portion Ki Tisa (Exodus 30:11-34:35), G-d tells Moses to
construct a fancy wash stand for Aaron and his sons in the Tent of
Meeting…essentially, being clean is part of doing holy work. 

The weird part about all this isn’t that our tradition spends a lot of time on

how to properly wash and keep clean, and therefore–be ready for holy work.
The weird part is how often we forget to wash despite this information.

The outbreak of COVID-19 (the coronavirus) is a firm reminder of what
we can do, every day, to stay well. We can wash our hands, with soap, with
some frequency. You can recite the alphabet or the aleph-bet to be sure
you’ve washed long enough. Washing well is not some mystical religious
ritual. It’s essential to our health and well-being…and? We can also practice
social distancing, another tradition straight out of the Torah. (Lepers had to
stay outside the camp for several days…) This is not new information,
folks! It was old news by the time the rabbis were creating our oral tradi-
tion–what became the Talmud.

The advice around a virus outbreak changes every day, so I cannot predict
what officials will know or say when this article is published. However, dis-
ease outbreaks aren’t new. We’ve been wrestling with how to deal with
them for as long as the Jewish people has been around. (Just consider things
like skin diseases and leprosy as part of this, too…there’s information about
how to deal with that going way back–in the Torah.) 

One parallel that I couldn’t skip though…. Remember the golden calf?
When Moses was getting the Ten Commandments, there was a mad rush to
collect valuables and build the golden calf as a way to reassure the scared
and frustrated Israelites–but it didn’t turn out so well. Acquiring wealth or
idols didn’t help us avoid scary or frustrating things. We can’t know the
future, and alas, no amount of gold -or toilet paper- can keep us healthy.

The gold calf story reminds me of the reports of ‘preppers’ who are madly
hoarding hand sanitizer, toilet paper, masks and other essentials. They are
afraid, of course, but this illogical amount of acquisition causes shortages.
It also gouges others by trying to resell these items at high prices. Of course,
medical professionals haven’t advised anyone to do this hoarding…and
Moses didn’t tell anyone to build a golden calf either.

Instead, we have to rely on the best medical advice we can get, and do
practical, every day things to stay safe like washing and social distancing.
Hillel recommended keeping clean. He had it right.

I hope everybody stays healthy, but it would be wrong of me not to do my
part in encouraging that. So? In the words of another famous character in
our household, Ernie from Sesame Street….

“Now everybody wash! Everybody–Wash your hands!” 
Some things just don’t change.
Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the

author of several books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Check her out on Instagram @yrnspin-
ner or read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Israel closes schools and universities 
due to coronavirus

March 12, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israel’s schools and univer-
sities will close due to the spread of coronavirus, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu announced Thursday.

Netanyahu also called to form an emergency national unity govern-
ment for a limited time, saying “We will deal with the current crisis
together and continue later” with the business of politics.

The number of Israelis infected with the virus rose to 109, among them
a 6-month-old.

Netanyahu did not specify how long the school closure will last.
Special education schools and kindergartens will remain open, however,
and children in grades 1-3 also will be able to attend special day cares.

As Netanyahu began his news conference, the ban on non-Israeli
nationals entering the country without being able to prove they have a
place to self-quarantine for 14 days officially took effect.

Also Thursday, Israel’s chief rabbis called on Jews to avoid visiting the
Western Wall and holding large prayer services there. The site will not be
closed, however. The rabbis also called on couples not to postpone their
weddings but to hold them with a smaller guest list

Israel police investigating 21 people 
suspected of violating isolation orders

March 13, 2020 (JTA) — Israeli police have launched criminal inves-
tigations of 21 residents who are suspected of violating the terms of their
mandated isolation to prevent the spread of the coronavirus.

Most on the list are citizens who are believed to have been observed
outside their homes during the 14-day period after their return from a for-
eign country. Israel requires anyone returning from abroad to remain iso-
lated for that amount of time before they are free to leave if they do not
display symptoms.

On Friday, one such person was detained at a train station in Tel Aviv
after obstructing the work of security personnel, who called police. They
learned the man was supposed to be in isolation, Ynet reported.

Most of the 21, however, have only been flagged and warned but not
interviewed by police — that might expose the officers to the virus, the
report said. The investigations will progress when they can be sum-
moned to police safely.

One man was convicted in a plea bargain of endangering others
because he appeared to sneeze deliberately at Health Ministry inspectors
who interrogated him on his adherence to isolation regulations following
his return from Thailand to his home in Ramle, near Tel Aviv.

Police officers visited event halls and restaurants to make sure they are
below the 100-patron limit imposed on places of gathering by the govern-
ment last week. Most of the 200 businesses monitored respected the thresh-
old, but 14 were found to be in violation and some were closed down.

This notice is being run at no charge by The Jewish Post & News



Netanyahu’s criminal trial delayed due
to emergency coronavirus measures

By MARCY OSTER
March 15, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA)  —

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s criminal
trial will be postponed until May due to emer-
gency measures taken to combat the coronavirus.

The trial was originally scheduled to open on
Tuesday in front of a three-judge panel of the
Jerusalem District Court. The new trial date has
been set for May 24.

On Saturday night, Netanyahu prohibited all
leisure activities in Israel and placed a ban on all
gatherings of more than 10 people. Later on Saturday night, Justice
Minister Amir Ohana put the country’s courts in a “state of emergency”
over the virus, leading to the postponement of Netanyahu’s trial, Ynet
reported. Only urgent cases will be heard, according to the Jerusalem Post.

The NGO Movement for Quality Government filed a lawsuit Sunday
morning to block the postponement and requested that Attorney General
Avichai Mandelblit freeze the emergency order. The lawsuit noted that
Ohana is an interim minister in an interim government.

Netanyahu was charged in November in three corruption cases, marking
the first time that a sitting Israeli prime minister was indicted. Netanyahu
has denied the charges and called the investigations against him a “witch
hunt.”

State Department now calls eastern Jerusalem
Palestinians ‘Arab residents’ or ‘non-Israelis’

By RON KAMPEAS 
March 11, 2020 WASHINGTON (JTA) — The State Department

referred to Palestinians living in eastern Jerusalem as “Arab residents” and
“non-Israeli citizens,” ditching the traditional term “Palestinian residents”
in a move that continues the Trump administration’s recognition of
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

Reuters first reported the change Wednesday, which was evident in lan-
guage in the latest State Department human rights report. West Bank resi-
dents are still described as Palestinian in the report.

Why it matters:
The overwhelming majority of Palestinians in Jerusalem, numbering

some 340,000, prefer to be known as “Palestinian.” Palestinians have long
sought eastern Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian state.

The move
comes in the wake
of President
Trump’s recently
released Middle
East peace plan,
which would see
Israel incorporate
land that much of
the international
community sees
as illegally occu-
pied.
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 
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Benny Gantz will get the first chance
to form a new Israeli government

By MARCY OSTER
March 15, 2020 JERUSALEM (JTA) — Israeli President Reuven

Rivlin will give Benny Gantz the task of forming
a new government, his office said Sunday.

Rivlin met Sunday with the heads of all the par-
ties that won seats in Israel’s parliament in its last
election earlier this month. At the end of the con-
sultations, which were broadcast nationally, 61
lawmakers recommended Gantz form the new
government, while 58 lawmakers recommended
the current prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu.

Later, Gantz and Netanyahu met with Rivlin
about the possibility of forming a joint emer-
gency government to deal with the coronavirus
crisis.

Gantz received the nod from all four parties that make up the mostly
Arab Joint List, a total of 15 seats, as well as from Avigdor Liberman and
his Israel Beiteinu party’s seven seats. In the prior two post-election con-
sultations, Liberman did not recommend a candidate, calling for a unity
government made up of both Gantz and Netanyahu instead.

But just because Gantz has the opportunity to form a government does
not mean he will succeed in bringing together a majority coalition.

Orly Levy-Abekasis, head of the Gesher Party, which ran in coalition
with the left-wing Labor and Meretz parties, declined to recommend a can-
didate. And two Blue and White lawmakers, Zvi Hauser and Yoaz Hendel,
have said they will not sit in a government with the Arab parties.

Even though Liberman recommended giving Gantz the opportunity to
form a government, he called during his consultation with Rivlin for the
formation of an emergency unity government in the wake of the coron-
avirus epidemic.

Meanwhile, Joint List head Ayman Odeh warned that his party would not
support a unity government between Likud and Blue and White, saying his
coalition would be its “main opponents.”

Benny Gantz

Benjamin Netanyahu
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