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New study of 
Canadian Jews released

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

A
new study of
C a n a d i a n
Jews, based

on telephone and in-person interviews con-
ducted with 2,335 Canadian Jews between
February and September 2018, has just been
released.

Conducted by Enivronics Research, in con-
junction with the University of Toronto and
York University, the survey of Canadian Jews
was modeled after a ground-breaking survey
of American Jews released by the Pew
Research Centre in 2013.

In the introduction to the survey, its authors
note that it “provides a comprehensive portrait
of what it means to be Jewish in Canada,
touching on such areas as identity, practices,
and experiences. This survey is benchmarked
against comparable research in the USA and
shows that Canadian Jews as a whole are dis-
tinct from their American counterparts in being
more connected to Jewish life, through educa-
tion, membership in Jewish organizations,
friendships, and connections to Israel.”

However, the survey’s authors admit that, as
a result of several factors, they cannot consid-
er their survey to be as authoritative as the Pew
survey of American Jews. For one, they
weren’t nearly as well funded as the authors of
the Pew survey. Another problem was how
spread out Canada’s Jewish population is. Yet
another problem was the unreliability of cen-

sus data
(something
I have been
w r i t i n g
a b o u t
myself for
years, ever
since the
publication
of the
N a t i o n a l
Household
Survey in
2 0 1 1 ,
which took
the place of
the long form census.)

Here is what the survey has to say about the
problem of identifying just how large Canada’s
Jewish population is: 

“What is the present Jewish population of
Canada? Unfortunately, the size of Canada’s
Jewish population cannot be estimated pre-
cisely from the most recent census (2016).
Only censuses taken in the second year of each
decade ask a question on religion. Moreover,
unlike previous iterations, the 2016 census did
not list “Jewish” as an example of ethnic ori-
gin. Because of that change, the number of
Canadians declaring Jewish ethnicity on the
census dropped 54 percent between 2011 and
2016.”

Town hall meeting held to discuss upcoming Israeli election
By BERNIE BELLAN

I
t was an experiment in partic-
ipatory democracy – a town
hall meeting at which audi-

ence members were encouraged
to offer their opinions, either in
English or Hebrew, about the
upcoming Israeli election.

And, although the turnout
might have been lower than had
been hoped – only about 60 indi-
viduals altogether came out to the
Shaarey Zedek on Thursday
evening, March 7, the manner in
which the event flowed certainly
showed that it is possible to con-
duct an intelligent and polite con-
versation even though the subject
matter may have been controver-
sial at times.

The evening was led by Prof.
Tami Jacoby of the Political
Studies Department at the
University of Manitoba. Fluent in
Hebrew as well as English (also
French, she told me), Tami was
prepared to field questions in
Hebrew, were any to be put for-
ward. While one individual did
offer comments in Hebrew –
which Tami summarized for the audience, the fact that so few Hebrew-
speaking members of our community were in attendance was an admit-
ted disappointment for the event organizers (including this writer). 

What follows is a summary of the remarks Tami made in providing an
overview of the key issues surrounding the Israeli election.

Big picture and small picture items this election:
In her opening remarks, Tami noted that she saw “certain big picture

items” in the coming April 9 election “and certain small picture items”.
Ever since its creation Israel has wrestled with trying to maintain three

different values, she observed:
“security, democracy, and Jewish
identity”.

“In the last years,” Tami said,
“Israel has managed to establish
security through: 1. Having a
security fence along the Gaza
border; 2. having a security fence
along the West Bank; and 3. great
work by security forces.”

Yet, despite the ongoing fric-
tion between Israelis and
Palestinians, “the Palestinian
issue hasn’t been brought up at
all” this current election, Tami
observed. She suggested though,
that “Israel cannot move forward
without resolving this situation.”

There has “been much talk of a
‘one-state’ solution,” Tami noted,
although it means entirely differ-
ent things depending on to whom
you’re talking.

For the extreme “Jewish right”,
one state means a state only for
Jews. For the extreme “Jewish
left”, it means a state where
Israelis and Palestinians enjoy
full equal rights.

And, at times, the concept of a
“one state solution” has even been put forward by Palestinians, Tami stat-
ed although, just as it has different meanings for Israelis depending upon
their political beliefs, the same can be said for Palestinians, with extrem-
ist Palestinians clamoring for a Palestine free of Jews, while more mod-
erate Palestinians envision the same sort of state as Israeli leftists pro-
pose. 

Yet, because the “Palestinians have bifurcated,” as Tami put it, “there is
no single address with which to negotiate.”

And, as she also
observed later during the

Continued on page 15. See “New study”.

Continued on next page. See “Town Hall”.

Organizers of the Israeli election town hall, Thursday, March 7, at the
Shaarey Zedek (l-r): Tamar Barr, Interim Executive Director, Rady
JCC; Dr. Rena Secter Elbaze, Engagement and Education Director,
Congregation Shaarey Zedek; Elaine Goldstine, CEO, Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg; Ian Staniloff, Executive Director,
Congregation Shaarey Zedek; Yolanda Papini-Pollock, Co-founder,
Winnipeg Friends of Israel; Tami Jacoby (Event Facilitator), Political
Studies Professor, University of Manitoba; Gustavo Zentner, Finance
Chair, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg



Following are summaries of comments and questions
posed by audience members at the town hall discussion
of the Israeli election, along with responses given by
University of Manitoba Political Studies Professor Dr.
Tami Jacoby:

The first question asked was: “Do you see much dif-
ference between Kachol v’Lavan (the new party headed
by Benny Gantz) and Likud on the key issues?”

Tami responded: “No I don’t. I don’t think policy in
Israel is going to change much because Israel has shift-
ed significantly to the right. On issues like education
and health care the trend has been to hold back on fund-
ing - except where religious parties are concerned, and
parties promise to give more to them for education.”

Continuing to touch upon the prominent role that reli-
gious parties have played in Israeli elections, Tami noted
that the threshold for any party to gain a seat in the
Knesset is now 3.25% of the total votes cast.
(Previously the threshold was set at 2%.) “The goal is to
eliminate the smallest of the small parties,” Tami
explained.

As a result of Israel’s proportional system, she noted, Shas (which repre-
sents ultraOrthodox Sepahrdic Jews, primarily of mizrachi background)
has been in the position of “kingmaker” for years - most often throwing its
weight behind the Likud party, although also willing to work with Labor
earlier in its history.

Further complicating things is the fact that Arab members of the Knesset
have never been part of any formal government coalition because “with
Israeli politics it’s very unpopular to establish a coalition with Arab par-
ties,” Tami explained.

Question: “Is Kachol v’Lavan proposing a one-state solution?”
Answer: “Not exactly.” What Kachol v’Lavan is proposing, according to

Tami, is some form of a two-state solution whereby Israel will remain in
key settlement blocs on the West Bank if it can reach some sort of settle-
ment with the Palestinians.

Question: “Why has it taken the attorney general so long to bring
charges” against Netanyahu? “Is the attorney general part of the cabinet?”

Answer: “No, the attorney general is an independent position. Maybe
pressure from the Prime Minister” is what led to taking so long for charges
to be laid.

A Hebrew-speaking member of the audience said (in Hebrew) that
“Netanyahu has the right to answer to the charges”. Audience member Ron
East added that “there has to be a hearing first”.

“But,” Tami noted, “the attorney general could have done it (brought
charges against Netanyahu) earlier”. Maybe he wants to see who gets the
most votes” before proceeding.

Another Hebrew-speaking audience member said that (as Tami interpret-
ed) “since the start of the second uprising (in 2000) Israelis are sick and
tired of hearing about Palestinians… That’s why the left has been disap-
pointed with Palestinians…The only way the left can get back power is
with a left wing politician who has right wing tendencies” - such as Yitzhak
Rabin.

Question: “Are there any Israeli parties prepared to think outside the box?
For example, maintain joint jurisdiction over Jerusalem? What about the
right of return for Palestinians? Would it be possible for Israel to give some
land to a Palestinians state in return for Palestinians giving up the right to
return?”

In answering, Tami noted that President Bill Clinton had proposed some
of those ideas back in 2000. She also noted that five final status issues with
respect to a peace accord between Israel and Palestinians were to have been

resolved within five years of signing the Oslo Accords
in 1993.

Those five issues were (in no particular order):
1. the final status of Jerusalem
2. the number of Palestinian refugees who would be

allowed to return (to what was presumed to be a
Palestinian state by that time)

3. final borders
4. the territory that was to constitute a Palestinian

state
5. Israeli settlements
As Tami observed, however, “anyone who is pre-

pared to think outside the box can’t be right wing.”

Yolanda Papini-Pollock, one of the organizers of the
town hall, and the driving force behind Winnipeg
Friends of Israel, added this comment: “I have an issue
with left and right. Most Israelis are centrists and very
rational; they’re just disillusioned. Most Israelis are
waiting for an opportunity to achieve peace, but people
who campaign for peace are considered leftists.”

Tami responded: “Left and right don’t mean the
same thing as they once did. If you say you want to return the territories,
you’re left wing and conversely, if you don’t want to return the territories,
you’re right wing. But I disagree that most Israelis are centrists.”

Audience member: “The Palestinian issue is not an issue this time around
because you have a murderous regime in Gaza and a corrupt regime on the
West Bank.”

Tami: “This is something I have very strong opinions about. Yes, we have
a very weak leader in Abbas. But, Hamas would have been in power (as a
result of freely held parliamentary elections in 2006, in both Gaza and the
West Bank) had the international community not intervened, and would
have become more moderate” as a result of having to run a government.

“Now, there’s no such opportunity.”

Questions were also posed over the internet from online viewers
Two questions were then read out from individuals watching the town

hall live on the Shaarey Zedek Youtube channel. (It was being live
streamed.):

1. “If Netanyahu wins and is indicted, what happens?”
2. What could the American peace plan (as being developed by Jarod

Kushner) be?”
Tami answered: “I’ve never seen a sitting prime minister be charged with

corruption charges, so I don’t know (the answer to question 1).
As for question 2, she said: “I don’t give much credence to American

peace plans…The only thing he (Trump) has done is move the embassy.
Trump has a lack of interest in Israel.”

Question from the audience: “This seems to be an election of the gener-
als. Is that a new trend? Also, there isn’t a stability in Israeli political par-
ties. Why is that?”

Tami responded: “When was there ever an Israeli political party that did-
n’t have decorated generals? You always have to have a decorated military
career to catapult yourself to the top - whether it’s in business or govern-
ment.”

In answer to question two, Tami explained: “A direct result of the Israeli
political system is it allows for building and rebuilding every time there’s
an election” (as a result of having a proportional representation system).

Patrick Elazar, who was in the audience, pointed out that in 1954 David
Ben Gurion had proposed moving to a “first past the post” system. 

Question: “There is an implosion on the left. Why haven’t Meretz and
Labor ever unified?” (A reference to the internet explains that Meretz is a
left-wing social democratic
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town hall, discussion of the Palestinian issue
has been practically non-existent this particular
election.

So then, with the Palestinian issue seemingly
off the table, what then are the “big issues” to which Tami referred in her
opening remarks?

They are: 1. The fact that Likud has been in uninterrupted power now for
18 years. “That’s a long time in a democratic state,” Tami observed. When
a party stays in power too long, you get corruption like we’re seeing now.”

2. Iran – its nuclear capability and support for Hizbollah.
3. Israel’s image in the world. “It’s pretty bad,” Tami suggested.

Combined with Israel’s negative image in many countries, there is a “ris-
ing populism…universal xenophobia, and anti-Semitism” (also anti-Arab
attitudes). “Israel has to improve its image in the world,” Tami said.

Here then, are the small picture issues, according to Tami:
1. What has happened to the left in Israel? “Since 2001” (coinciding with

the beginning of the second intifadeh), “the left wing has disintegrated.”
The question, therefore, is “Can you build a viable opposition to the right
wing?”

2. Are the indictments against Netanyahu real?
3. Representation of women and “mizrachi” Jews (Jews from Arab

countries). There are “no women in the first five positions of Likud”, Tami
noted. (With Israel’s proportional representation system, parties propose
lists. Depending on the number of votes a particular party receives, more
or fewer party representatives on the list may be elected to serve in the
Knesset.) “More women are higher on the lists of the left wing parties,”
Tami explained. She added that there are also more members of the
mizrachi community on left wing party lists than right wing parties.

4. The economy – “Israel ranks only 55th in per capita income in the
world,” Tami observed. (Ed. note: Economic issues rank highest in prior-
ity for Israeli voters in a poll taken by the Times of Israel in January – well
ahead of any other issue.)

5. Should the ultraorthodox serve in the army?

Town Hall
Continued from pre-
vious page.

Prof. TAMI JACOBY
facilitated discussion at the

March 7 town hall.

Questions & answers at the town hall

Continued on page 8. See”Q&A”.
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Although our two lead stories in this issue
– about the new survey of Canadian Jews
just released, and the town hall on the

upcoming Israeli election, may appear to have
little in common, there is one theme that does tie
them together in my mind, and that is the ques-
tion: Just how many Israelis are there living in
Winnipeg right now?

While the town hall was an interesting experiment, as I note in my report
on that event, the poor attendance (only 60)  came as quite a disappoint-
ment to representatives of the various organizations that had combined to
mount the town hall, and particularly to me, as I was the one who suggest-
ed having the town hall in the first place. I still think there’s a place for
intelligent discussion within our community on various issues - where
audience members don’t necessarily have to listen either to a long lecture
or panel discussion before they can be allowed to offer their two cents. 

I don’t think it was for lack of publicity that the attendance was so low.
Not only was it publicized to great extent in this paper, it was also widely
advertised on social media – especially in the kinds of social media that
Israelis living in Winnipeg might be expected to be looking at.

When I spoke with an Israeli colleague prior to the town hall and asked
him whether he thought there would be much interest among Israelis here
in discussing the upcoming Israeli election at a town hall meeting – where
they would also be encouraged to speak in Hebrew if that would be their
preference, his curt reply was: “Nah, they don’t care about that!” 

Now, to be fair, I’m not sure that many other Winnipeg Jews care much
about the Israeli election either. Sure, many of us follow what’s going on in
Israel to one degree or another, but I doubt that anyone is terribly excited
about the election. For that matter, neither are Israelis themselves it would
seem, as this particular election has turned into nothing more than a popu-
larity contest between two “Bennys” – Netanyahu and Gantz. There does-
n’t appear to be any real debate over anything substantive, with the end
result being that it’s become a mud-throwing affair over who has been
tougher on “terrorists”.

Yet, as I sat through what I thought was a very reasoned discussion of
Israeli politics at the Shaarey Zedek on March 7, I couldn’t help but won-
der: Are there really as many Israelis living in Winnipeg as the Jewish
Federation has been telling us is the case? The number “5,000” has been
used by the Federation in reference to the number of Jewish newcomers who
have moved to Winnipeg over the past 12 years; however, as readers of this
paper might have noted, I have been repeatedly questioning the assertion
made by the Federation that our Jewish community has grown in the past 12
years. In fact, I have argued, statistics do not bear out that claim and, rather
than our community having grown, I have argued that it has shrunk.

The only conclusive data about the current size of our Jewish population
here goes back to 2011,
when the National
Household Survey
reported that there were
only a little more than
10,000 Jews living in
Winnipeg that year. I
did spend quite a bit of
time discussing those
findings with a demog-
rapher for StatsCan
though, and we came to
mutual agreement that
because there were two
different ways of iden-
tifying someone as
Jewish: by ethnic back-
ground or by religion,
that it was possible to
arrive at a higher figure
for the number of Jews
in Winnipeg by looking
carefully at results for
both groups.

Since different
respondents reported
that they may have
been Jewish by ethnici-
ty but not by religion,
and vice versa, the
demographer from
StatsCan and I came to

the conclusion that the likely size of the Jewish population was somewhere
around 12,000 – still considerably lower than it had been since the begin-
ning of the 20th century - and considerably less than the figure of 15,000
that the Jewish Federation was claiming was the size of the Jewish popula-
tion here.

But, because great numbers of newcomers did start to come to Winnipeg,
especially within the past 12 years – primarily from Israel, but also from
other countries, the evidence seemed to be pointing to a growing Jewish
population here. However, when results of the 2016 census were released,
not only was the size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population reported as having
shrunk drastically – to just over 8,000, the Jewish population in Canada as
a whole was also reported to have shrunk, from 350,000 to 190,000. Surely
those figures were completely unreliable and demographers have gone to
great lengths to show that they are not at all credible. (As has been
explained many times by critics of the 2016 census, the likely reason that
the number of Jews was reported to have dropped so drastically was that
“Jewish” was not listed as one of the choices for ethnicity. Also, there was-
n’t a question which asked respondents their religion, as that question is
only posed once every ten years and it had been asked in the 2011 National
Household Survey.)

But, as I noted at the beginning of this column, I found a common theme
between my story about the new survey of Canadian Jews and my story
about the town hall meeting to discuss the Israeli election: Winnipeg’s
Jewish population has indeed shrunk! Don’t take my word for it; read what
the 2018 survey of Canadian Jews itself has to say: “Jewish communities
in Montreal and Winnipeg are shrinking in size”. There you have it – a find-
ing from an authoritative survey paid for in part by the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba.

How could that be if we’ve had such a mass infusion of newcomers –
according to the Jewish Federation? And, don’t get me wrong. I’m as happy
as anyone to report about new arrivals to our community. That’s why I
commissioned one of our writers, Rebeca Kuropatwa, working with Dalia
Szpiro, GrowWinnipeg Director for  the Jewish Federation, to undertake an
entire series of profiles of newcomers to Winnipeg. 

Okay – so let’s accept the argument for the moment that there have been
many new arrivals to Winnipeg’s Jewish community. Here, then, is the
question that needs to be asked: “But, how many of them have left – or, if
they haven’t left yet, are planning on leaving?”

While it might be hard enough for some members of our Jewish commu-
nity to accept the fact that our community hasn’t grown – it’s shrunk, how
much harder is it to read this observation, also reported in the 2018 Survey
of Jews in Canada: “One-third (34%) of Jews in Winnipeg say they have
thought about moving away from the city at some point in the past few
years (this includes 1% who say they have already decided to move).”

As if that conclusion itself doesn’t come like a body blow to the image
that’s been constructed of Winnipeg as a dynamic community that’s been
attracting hordes of newcomers to our Jewish community, the insult is fur-
ther compounded by the observation that “thinking about moving is most
likely to be reported by those 18 to 29 years of age, those with no children,
and those with higher levels of education and income” - in other words,
some of the members of our community whose loss would be most severe
in its impact.

There are many other aspects of the survey that warrant careful exami-
nation, but those two conclusions must be highly dispiriting to those indi-
viduals who have been insisting all along that, after a period of population
decline, our community has not only stemmed the drop in numbers, it has
been highly successful in attracting newcomers. 

Look, I know I’ve been accused of having a negative attitude when it
comes to reporting on the size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population, but frankly
all that I care about is empirical evidence. I might say to those who reject
my assertion that Winnipeg’s Jewish population has declined, not grown,
that they ought to take it up with the authors of the 2018 Survey of  Jews
in Canada.

Then again, there are more than a few individuals who have a real stake
in advancing the notion that our Jewish community is growing. How can
you make the case for increased budgets and continued new hirings for
Jewish organizations if the population base meant to be served by those
organizations is, in fact, on the decline?

But, until we have a comprehensive statistical analysis of Canada’s pop-
ulation in 2021, which is when the next major census is slated to occur,
much of the discussion about the exact size and composition of Winnipeg’s
Jewish population will remain largely speculative. Oh, but I wish that we
still had Evelyn Katz as the unofficial demographer of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community. That lady kept the most up-to-date records we ever had about
Jewish population figures. Her data were more reliable than any census
report ever published.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes



Re: Controversy over speaker disinvited from Shabbat Winnipeg
This is in response to the incident at this year’s Limmud, where Lex

Rofeberg was deplatformed from a Shabbat dinner at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue which was hosted by three shuls and co-funded by the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg.

Deplatforming has become a  frequent occurrence - mostly on American
college campuses when generally right wing speakers come and are dis-
rupted or prevented from speaking on a variety of issues. What typically
happens is that the speech is deemed offensive by radicalized university
students, many of whom see themselves as social justice warriors. 

Although I have not seen any news to say as such, we could openly won-
der if the leaders of the Icosteine movement might possibly have partici-
pated in such depolarizings in the U.S. If that has indeed happened, then
perhaps deplatforming a young Jewish man visiting Winnipeg for the first
time might have been justified. But, there is no evidence that members of
Icosteine have ever engaged in deplatforming.

No doubt, the  decision of the leadership of the Federation and the three
synagogues was not taken lightly. The employees of those organizations
take their responsibilities seriously and work very hard, as do the volun-
teers of those respective organizations. I have nothing but respect for their
contributions to our community. 

However, what happened was wrong and embarrassing to our communi-
ty. 

The message we send to the young members of our own community and
the precedent we have set for ourselves has made our community weaker,
not stronger. It has made our perspectives narrower and less tolerant, not
more strident or purposeful.

I would like to relate an old Talmudic story that you may have heard of
before. If not, please search  Winifield or various other web sources as I am
abbreviating it out of respect for space.

It is the story of Kansa and Bar Kansa. According to legend, those two
individuals caused the destruction of the Temple and ultimately the expul-
sion of the Jews from Palestine.

In the story’s telling, there was a party and a very wealthy person throw-
ing the party was good friends with Kansa, but enemies with Bar Kansa.
Accidentally, however, Bar Kansa was invited to the party and assumed
that his  invitation might be a way that the person throwing the  party would
want to reconcile with him. 

Bar Kansa arrived but, much to his dismay, the host was extremely upset
he was at the party and insisted he leave. Bar Kansa offered to pay half the
cost of the party and tried to persuade the host that his having to leave
would be embarrassing. The host refused and insisted he leave and actual-
ly ended up physically throwing Bar Kansa  out of the party. 

Now, many people attended this party, including famous rabbis, all of
whom said nothing and did nothing. The humiliated Bar Kansa  blamed the
rabbis for his humiliation..

As the story goes, Bar Kansa must have been fairly well connected as he
spoke with the Roman Caesar and was able to turn Caesar against the Jews.
Consequently, a series of events began that ultimately led to the destruction
of the second Temple and the expulsion of the Jews from Palestine.

I am sure there are many lessons to be learned from this story and one of
them is most certainly about respect and dignity.

When we Jews can not act respectfully to one another and  cannot act in
a dignified manner, we are undermining our existence. 

The purpose of my relating this story from the Talmud wasn’t to retell
history. Rather it was to open our eyes to understanding how our behavior
can undermine our intentions, and how our silence and tolerance for intol-
erant attitudes can cause more damage than it actually prevents. 

When we let disrespectful things happen to our own people we under-
mine the very essence of our peoplehood.

Our treatment of Lex Rofeberg is not going to destroy the Winnipeg
Jewish community, but is this level of disrespect a lesson how we should
act to each other - or to our guests? When internet trolls can bully institu-
tions or whip up donors into threatening the institutions we all rely upon,
then are we in a much different place?

Furthermore, deplatforming seems to have a totalitarian aspect to it,
where the interests and opinions of a select few can deny access to the opin-
ions of others. This constitutes suppression of free speech and I would sug-
gest that in other contexts most of our community would fight for this right,
yet we are so quick to limit it when it comes to discussion of certain issues
- most notably criticism of Israel.

I believe the organizers of Limmud were under intense pressure to com-
pletely revoke Rofeberg’s invitation and I suspect that although they resist-
ed this, there will be consequences for them for their position.

It is even more concerning that Lex was not even speaking on subjects

related to Israel at all. Apparently, even the slightest taint of impure dis-
loyalty to Israel is some sort of abomination that should haunt him in every
community where he travels.

A cursory look on Google reveals that Lex Rofeberg has spoken in many
different cities. In addition, he  hosts a podcast in which he interviews some
of the greatest Jewish thinkers alive today. I could not find one other men-
tion of a community needing to boycott him or “deplatform” him. Google
has preserved this honor for us in the Winnipeg Jewish community. I am
sure there are some that are proud of this distinction but I, for one, find it
embarrassing.

It is also important to note that the IfNotNow movement is a non-unified
movement, which means that participants within this organization do not
necessarily see eye to eye on all matters. For example, members of
IfNotNow might mourn the loss of life on both sides of the Israel-Palestine
conflict, but do not agree about other aspects of that conflict.

What happens if members of IfNotNow, who are  young Jews,  are
unable to dialogue with their established communities because of this
Salem witch hunt mentality? 

What happens if they are trying to reconcile the images of Israel repre-
sented in so much of the media with the morality they were taught in their
schools and shuls as kids? Although misguided in some ways, is it appro-
priate to banish them and their perspectives from our community?

What if all of the justified and honest passion we hold for Israel, our rage
and fear of another Holocaust, and our continual need to monitor and
defend ourselves and Israel from harassment and prejudice is drawing so
much of our attention and our energy that it is undermining us in some
way? 

What if all of this is accelerating the disengagement of our youth from
the very thing we are trying to save for them?

What if, in order to protect ourselves, we undermine the very thing that
makes being Jewish worthwhile in the first place?

Name withheld by request of the writer as that person is in an occupa-
tion where they are not supposed to comment on issues publicly.
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Drama was not helpful
Our community recently witnessed a remarkable drama, after a group

of individuals identified one of the speakers at Limmud and Shabbat
Across Winnipeg as part of an organization with opposing views on
American policy related to Israel.

A variety of volunteer and employed community leaders were contact-
ed. Those who did not dissociate with the speaker were publicly labelled
as “pro-BDS” and “Israel-haters”, regardless of previous Israel advocacy
work. Unfounded and serious allegations were levelled, not just against
the speaker but also anyone associated with the events. Community
Facebook pages were overrun by vitriolic comments, some from locals,
but many from people not even from Winnipeg. Angry accusations trav-
elled back and forth between strangers, tumbling down into assumptions
based on misinformation. Discerning fact from propaganda became chal-
lenging. Those unfamiliar with the controversy began to associate com-
munity gatherings and learning events with controversy and negativity.

In the end, the speaker was well-received at Limmud, speaking to full
rooms about engaging Jews in Judaism in the 21st century – topics that
would have undoubtedly appealed to a Shaarey Zedek Shabbat dinner. He
was engaging and positive, and fostered open and vibrant discussions –
the whole point of the Limmud experience. There was another room
where the topic was on Israel; as advertised, that was not his room.

I can imagine this as a case study in a social science textbook. It should
not have occurred, in 2019, in my local Jewish community.

This drama did not further support for Israel, nor did it diminish the
BDS campaign. Instead, it divided our community and undermined
claims that we are open, warm, and inviting. It used up energy for fight-
ing anti-Semitism to target a 28-year-old rabbinical student whose entire
life revolves around Judaism. 

Listening to another person’s views is not the same as supporting those
views. Listening to another person’s views on topic A does not mean one
supports that person’s views on topic B. These are basic concepts.

I am not expecting much change from the instigators of this strife, but
I hope that the rational majority has learned from this experience and, the
next time a similar situation occurs, not fall for inflammatory rhetoric
that disrupts community events and turns people away.
Eyal Kraut

LETTERS



Retired math prof turns attention from numbers to words 

F
or 30 years John Ginsburg was
a respected professor of the
University of Winnipeg. Since

he retired in 2010, his interest has
shifted from number to words. Over
the past eight years, Ginsburg has
turned out six novels, one book of
short stories and one of children’s
stories – with more on the way.

Originally from Flin Flon – where
his father operated a pharmacy –Ginsburg recalls that words
were his first love. “I had wanted to write since I was a
teenager,” he says. “We always had a lot of books in the house
when I was growing up. I used to write poetry in high
school.”

He became a math professor rather than an author, though,
because, as he says, “I was always good at math. My univer-
sity tuition was funded largely by scholarships. And once you
go down a particular career path, it is tough to switch.”

Now, Ginsubrg the writer – who is also the father of sports
radio personality Ezra Ginsburg – is making up for lost time.

Ginsburg’s novels reflect his own life and take place for the
most part in Winnipeg and Manitoba.  Take, for example, “20 Mile”. The
200-page novel is centered around Ben Arenberg, a middle-aged Jewish
math professor at the University of Winnipeg who has grownk up in Flin
Flon. He is on his second marriage – to Riva, a materialistic Jewish doctor.
His best friend is  his colleague, Isaac Feller, a much-married Jewish phi-
losophy professor.

The plot revolves around Arenberg’s attraction to a 30ish Aboriginal
woman, Judy Star, who signs up for one of his classes. While not quite a
case of a university prof having an illicit affair with a student, the two have
a close call which leaves Arenberg riddled with guilt – not only about near-
ly jeopardizing his marriage and career, but also about the student’s own
goals. He also regrets missing out on the opportunity to learn more about
the Aborginal condition. Having an Aboriginal student signing up for his
class is almost unheard of.

And, Judy Star’s presence in his class makes him aware how little he
knows about Aboriginal people despite growing up in northern Manitoba.

Ginsburg demonstrates in his writing an eye for detail and character and
a good ear for dialogue and humour. “20 Mile” flows easily and features
many locations and landmarks that will be familiar to readers.

Like “20 Mile”, “PHiDelity” and “The Case for Barbara” are all set with-

in the world of the university and revolve
around relationships between professor and
student, and professor and professor.

“Loretta and the Drones” and “Fine Times”
both have connections to the world of rock
bands – another subject of which Ginsburg
knows a thing or two. Ginsburg was a drummer
in rock bands in his youth and, in recent years,
he has been part of a quartet called “Derailed”;
the other three guys all work for CN.

“We try to get gigs where we can,” he says,
“but they are hard to come by.”

“The Last Straw” and “How I almost
Married a Russian” have hockey themes. In
his younger days, the author played a lot of
hockey.

“Appearances”, his book of short stories,
include segments about WikiLeaks and Julian
Assange; a high school student pretending to
be gay while applying for a full-ride scholar-
ship to Harvard; a young woman involved
with her identical twin brother; and a rock and

roll star having a hard time convincing the manager of a comedy club that
he is who he says he is.

“The Honey Bear and Other Children’s Stories”, his most recent book,
Ginsburg says he developed over the past three years with his now nine-
year-old grandson in mind.

Thus far, Ginsburg has self-published all of his books, all of which arre
available on Amazon. 

“I am still looking for a publisher,” he says. “I had submitted a couple of
my novels with Jewish themes to the New Jewish press. There was some
interest – but I have recently learned that the New Jewish Press has been
acquired by the University of Toronto Press. I am hoping to receive a pos-
itive response.” 

He notes that his son, Ezra, has a lot of Twitter followers and is helping
to get the word out.

As well, the author himself has a website (johnginsburg.com) and a
Facebook page.

He is already at work on his next project – a story about a 20-year-old
budding journalist and film festival buff who goes to a film festival in
Banff and discovers the film festival is a scam. 

“The plot develops around that,” he says.
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Myron Love

Comment: Theatre of the absurd

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

By MYRON LOVE 

A
couple of years ago, when Donald Trump was running for president,
he received an unsolicited endorsement from one David Duke. For
readers unfamiliar with the name, Duke is a nebish who proudly

lists himself as a “Grand Wizard of the Ku Klux Klan” – or what little may
remain of it.

Duke is an outright anti-Semite, Holocaust denier, racist, conspiracy
theorist and petty felon. 

Naturally, the “usual suspects” were quick to denounce Trump as an
anti-Semite, racist etc., etc. 

Well, it seems that President Trump isn’t anti-semitic enough for David
Duke. Due has transferred his love to another – freshwoman
Congresswoman Ilhan Omer, a Somali-born woman from
Minneapoliswho seems to be spouting anti-Semitic comments non-stop. 

In recent weeks, she has accused AIPAC (the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee) of buying the votes of American Senators and
Congressmen (you know – “Jewish money”) and of Jews who support
Israel of having a “dual allegiance” (unlike Ms Omer who reportedly has
close ties to the Somali Government) – both of which are classic anti-
Semitic canards. 

Omer has also accused Israel of “hypnotizing the world”.
David Duke now thinks she is the best – the most important person in

the American Congress.
So a White Ku Klux Klan leader and outright anti-Semite is openly sup-

porting an outright anti-Semitic brown-skinned Muslim who is a sitting
Democratic Congresswoman. What is a good “progressive” to do?

Do you condemn the white guy for anti-Semitism and give the “woman
of colour” a pass? Do you welcome David Duke into the progressive fold
now that he is celebrating a “woman of colour” and a Muslim? Do you
just try to ignore the whole thing (which is what the media seem to be
doing)?

But how do you explain that Duke endorsing Donald Trump tars Trump
as an anti-Semite (which he most definitely isn’t) without applying the
same standard to Ilhan Omer?

You would have to think that to the Progressive/Democratic mind, only
people with white skin – and in particular Christian males – can be anti-

Semitic. But isn’t that RACISM...making assumptions about people
based on the colour of their skin?

The late and deservedly much-revered Reverend Martin Luther King
dreamed of a world where every individual would be judged by his char-
acter, not by the colour of his skin.

Unfortunately, that does not seem to be the way that things have played
out in America and elsewhere in the Western world in recent years. An
unknown, allegedly white guy kills a 7-year-old Africa American girl in
Texas recently and the media are in an uproar. Politicians and celebrities
all over are quick to condemn white racism. When it turns out the killers
are two African-American men, the poor girl drops down into a memory
hole. No one outside of her family seems to care anymore.w

A white supremacist kills Jewish worshippers in a synagogue in
Pittsburgh and there is – rightly – universal condemnation. A series of
attacks in New York City on Hasidim by African-American assailants
elicit no response whatsoever – not even from Jewish organizations.

Now, as far as I am concerned, an anti-Semite is an anti-Semite no mat-
ter what the colour of her skin, her religious faith or ethnic origin. And a
racist is a racist.

Excuses offered for Omer’s anti-Semitism have included Nancy Pelosi
saying Omer doesn’t know what she is saying and Black Democratic
Congressman James Clyburn saying in so many words that her suffering
as a refugee from Somalia trumps that of Holocaust survivors. Omar is
new to this, they say. She never intended to come across as anti-Semitic.
She can’t help it. “She comes from a different culture.” She’s just trying
to “start a conversation” about the policies of Israel’s government. And
why are you singling her out, anyway. “She is living through a lot of pain.”
She’s black, she’s a woman, and she’s Muslim. You can’t condemn her
without also condemning white men of privilege. What are you, racist?
Islamophobic?

Anybody making similar excuses for David Duke?
The bottom line is whether or not Jewish Americans will come togeth-

er to condemn anti-Semitism, whatever its source – as has Britain’s
Jewish community in opposition to Jeremy Corbyn and the Labor Party.
Or will Progressive and Democratic-supporting American Jews continue
to stand with the enemies of Israel and the Jewish People?

JOHN GINSBURG
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Board of Jewish Education ups the ante 
in lawsuit filed against parents

By BERNIE BELLAN
In our December 26, 2018

issue we reported on a lawsuit
filed by the Board of Jewish
Education against two parents
of children who had formerly attended Gray Academy. The lawsuit was
filed over what the BJE claimed was tuition owed by the parents for the
2017-18 school year. In that article we noted that the amount being sought
by the BJE came to $9,383.93.

Since then the lawyer representing the BJE has filed new documents. On
March 5 a new statement of claim was filed, this time in the amount of
$11,307.78.

On March 15 one of the defendants named in the suit, Ido Raam, along
with the lawyer for the plaintiffs, Alyssa Mariani, appeared before Justice
Lori Spivak. Justice Spivak set a date of March 30 at which time the mat-
ter will be heard by another judge who will decide whether the matter can
be settled without proceeding to a further hearing.

On March 6, we sent an email to David Borzykowski, Director of
Marketing and Communications for Gray Academy, in which we asked:”…
a new Statement of Claim was filed in Court of Queen’s Bench against the
Raams yesterday - this time for $11,307.78. Yet, on Dec. 4 the Statement
of Claim was for $9,383.93. 

“Would you care to explain why the amount being sought has increased
by almost $2,000?”

The response we received was that no comment would be forthcoming as
the matter was before the courts.

On March 12 we sent a further email to David Borzykowski, this time
asking: “How much has been spent on legal fees so far for the lawyer rep-
resenting the Board of Jewish Education in the lawsuit against the Raams?
If you haven’t got a bill yet, is there any limit as to how much you’re pre-
pared to spend in this lawsuit? For instance, would the Board be prepared
to spend $5,000 in legal fees?”

To date we have not received a response to our most recent email.
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and green party formed in Israel in 1992
with the union of Ratz, Mapam, and
Shinui.)

Tami explained: “Traditionally, Meretz
has been more left wing than Labor; they’ve been willing to make more con-
cessions to the Palestinians…Labor has been willing to compromise to build
coalitions. But, as far as Meretz and Labor never unifying, Tami wondered
whether “it may be an issue of personalities.”

Question: “What do the Arab parties represent?”
Answer: “Mostly, the Arab parties have been in favour of greater minor-

ity rights and more services for Arabs. Since the second intifadeh the Arab
minority has become more radical. Israeli Arabs didn’t participate in the
first intifadeh (from 1987-1993)”

Question: “Would the Arab parties join a coalition?”
Answer: “It’s a taboo (subject).”
Again, Patrick Elazar offered a very interesting tidbit from history:

(Former Prime Minister Ehud) “Barak offered (to include Arab parties in a
coalition government in 1999) but they refused. It went beyond the con-
sensus.”

Audience member Ron East offered this observation about the current
election: “The issues in Israel are much different than they were 20 or 30
years ago. The main issue is to put bread on the table. That’s why so many
are leaving Israel.”

East continued (referring to a remark made earlier by Tami): “I also dis-
agree that Hamas could have been a real government. Any group that
throws homosexuals off a roof is not a real government.” 

Further, East had this to say about the Arab parties in Israel: “The Arab
parties have taken up the cause of the Palestinians.”

Responding to the suggestion that peace is not an issue in this election,
Tami observed: “Gone are the days when hundreds of thousands would come
out for a rally in support of peace with the Palestinians. I was in Israel recent-
ly with my mother and I saw two huge rallies while I was there. One was a
rally against circumcision. The other was for the environment. Youth are now
increasingly looking for ways to avoid serving in the army. You don’t need a
background in the army to get a good job in the private sector and young peo-
ple don’t want jobs in the government.”

Audience member: “Gantz seems willing to compromise on settlements.”
Tami: “Both Gantz and Netanyahu see large settlement blocs as non-

negotiable.”
Audience member: “Gantz might give up territory.”

Tami: “Give up to whom? In exchange for what? What would be given
in return?”

Question: “One of the things that people have been saying is there isn’t
any debate over substantive issues. Does that offer any possibility that there
is going to be any difference other than the name” (of the party that might
lead a coalition government)?

Tami: “Elections nowadays are mostly about trying to get into govern-
ment. What we see instead of real substantive issues are campaigns based
entirely on the person. My sun doesn’t rise and set on whether Netanyahu
or Gantz is prime minister.”

Ron East added that “Gantz and (Yair) Lapid agreed to take turns as
prime minister” (if Kachol v’Lavan is able to form a coalition government).

Audience member Chana Thau-Eleff observed that former Winnipegger
Vivian Silver, who has lived in Israel for many years, is very involved with
a group known as “Women Wage Peace (who) are going to put up tables at
every intersection saying ‘What are you going to do about peace?’ ”

Tami responded that she had never heard of that group. She also noted
that “women are not on the top slate of right wing parties, but they are
strong supporters of Likud.”

Audience member: “The rights of Jews from Arab countries will have to
be addressed in any final peace” if there’s going to be talk of a right to
return for Palestinians.

Tami: “That won’t happen because Jews from Arab countries have on the
whole been successfully integrated (into Israeli society). No one (in Israel)
is talking about the right to return (for Palestinian refugees). It’s just not an
issue that’s been put on the political agenda.”

Question: “As far as I remember, 40 or 50 years ago Arab parties were
part of the coalition. What’s changed?”

Tami: “They’ve developed a stronger voice; they’re more radical.
They’re willing to engage in violence with Israeli police. Politically,
they’re affiliated with their counterparts in the West Bank and Gaza.”

She went on to note that Israeli Arabs “don’t serve in the army because
they don’t want to be in a position where they’re facing their counterparts
in the Palestinian territories…There is the ongoing question of their loyal-
ty” (to Israel).

Question: “No one has mentioned Iran. Is it an issue in the election?”
Tami: “It hasn’t come up because it’s already understood that the world

is interested in having a nuclear status quo…The only solution is a diplo-
matic one. Obama was quite successful, but it’s not clear what Trump’s pol-
icy is.”

Q&A
Continued from page 2.

(JTA) – Jewish groups from New Zealand and beyond expressed their
horror at the slaying of at least 49 people at two mosques in Christchurch
Friday.

The New Zealand Jewish Council is ”sickened and devastated” by the
attacks, in which at least one armed individual killed dozens of people by
shooting them at close distance with a semi-automatic rifle. Footage of the
carnage, which the killer filmed and streamed live, shows victims huddling
and moaning as the killer fires into the crowd.

“We offer our full assistance and support to the Muslim community and
stand united with it against the scourge of terrorism and racism, which we
must do all we can to banish from New Zealand,” Stephen Goodman, the
president of The New Zealand Jewish Council told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency.

Statements of support also came from the Holocaust Centre of New
Zealand, the Rabbinical Council of Australia and New Zealand and other
leading organizations in New Zealand.

World Jewish Congress President Ronald S. Lauder expressed “horror
and revulsion” at the attacks in a statement.

Brenton Tarrant, a 28-year-old fitness trainer from Australia, was charged
with murder in connection with the shootings. He had in the past described
himself as a “regular white man, from a regular family.”

Two other men and one woman are also in custody.
Police also found multiple explosive devices in a car belonging to one of

the suspects, the BBC reported.
The attack, which came around the time people were attending the

mosques for Friday prayers, was the deadliest in the nation’s history.
U.S. politicians on Twitter drew comparisons between the mosque mas-

sacre and last October’s deadly shooting at a synagogue in Pittsburgh,
where 11 people were killed by a gunman who had ranted against Jews and
immigration.

“Charleston, Pittsburgh, and now Christchurch,” tweeted Sen. Elizbath
Warren (D-Mass.), a candidate for the Democratic presidential nomination.
“Everyone should have the right to worship without fear, and an attack on
a place of worship is terrorism perpetrated against all of us. My heart goes
out to the people of New Zealand today.”

“Pittsburgh, Charleston, Quebec, New Zealand – no one should have to
fear going to their place of worship,” said California Gov. Gavin Newsom.
“The hate that has fueled these horrific and cowardly acts MUST be called
out. CA stands with New Zealand and Muslims everywhere.

Within hours of news of the killings, the Jewish Federation of Greater

Pittsburgh set up a New Zealand Attack Emergency Relief fund to support
the Muslim community there. The federation said it is in the process of
identifying an international partner for distributing the donations.

President Donald Trump also offered his condolences.
“My warmest sympathy and best wishes goes out to the people of New

Zealand after the horrible massacre in the Mosques. 49 innocent people
have so senselessly died, with so many more seriously injured. The U.S.
stands by New Zealand for anything we can do. God bless all!” he tweet-
ed.

New Zealand killer says his model was Oswald Mosley,
Nazi-allied British fascist

WASHINGTON (JTA) — The Australian charged with participating in
the killing 49 worshippers at two New Zealand mosques said his main
inspiration was Oswald Mosley, the British fascist anti-Semite who was
close to the Nazis.

Brenton Tarrant, 28, posted a 73-page manifesto on social media before
the attacks Friday in Christchurch. His overriding motive in carrying out
the massacre is to remove non-Europeans from European lands. “I mostly
agree with Sir Oswald Mosley’s views and consider myself an Eco-fascist
by nature,” he writes.

Mosley, an anti-Semite who led a fascist movement and who sought to
reconcile Britain and Nazi Germany before the war, was interned by the
British during much of the war.

Tarrant, an Australian, denies being an anti-Semite so long as Jews live
in Israel. “A jew living in israel is no enemy of mine, so long as they do not
seek to subvert or harm my people,” he writes. A similar view of Jews was
held by Anders Behring Breivik, the white supremacist who killed 77
young people in Norway in 2011 and whom Tarrant names as a role model.

“The invaders must be removed from European soil, regardless of where
they came from. Roma, African, Indian, Turkish, Semitic or other,” Tarrant
writes.

At least three other people have been detained in relation to the attacks.
Jewish groups, including the Anti-Defamation League and the Simon

Wiesenthal Center, identified the attack as part of a growing threat from
white supremacists.

“This attack underscores a trend that ADL has been tracking: that mod-
ern white supremacy is an international threat that knows no borders, being
exported and globalized like never before,” ADL CEO Jonathan Greenblatt
said in a statement.

New Zealand Jews ‘sickened’ by mosque shootings that killed 49
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Belgian mayor defends carnival float featuring Jews with money and a rat
(JTA) – The mayor of the Belgian city

whose annual parade featured puppets of
Jews and a rat atop money bags defended
the display, telling the local media that “In
Aalst it should be allowed.”

Christoph D’Haese told the Het Laatste
Nieuws newspaper that “it’s not up to the
mayor to forbid” such displays, and that
“the carnival participants had no sinister
intentions.”

Jewish groups and international organi-
zations including the European
Commission condemned the float which
was driven through Aalst Cranaval on
Sunday, March 3.

“It is unthinkable that such imagery is
being paraded on European streets 70
years after the Holocaust,” a spokesperson
from the European Commission, the exec-
utive branch of the European Union, told
reporters on March 5, according to Het
Laatste Nieuws.

Also the same day, B’nai B’rith
International issued a statement saying the organization “is disgusted with
the anti-Semitic puppets” that were on display. The Simon Wiesenthal
Center’s director for international relations, Shimon Samuels, wrote to a
Belgian Cabinet minister saying that his group is “sickened” by the display.

The float, titled “Shabbat Year,” was prepared by the Vismooil’n carnival
group. It featured two giant puppets with sidelocks and streimels, hats
favored by some Orthodox Jews, in pink suits. One is grinning while smok-
ing a cigar. That puppet has a white rat on his right shoulder. Both puppets
are standing on gold coins and have money bags at their feet.

On a wheeled platform directly behind the float, several dozen people
dressed like the puppets danced to a song about full coffers that are

“Jewishly beautiful” and about “getting
extra fat.”

The annual carnival featuring the dis-
play was added in 2010 to the
Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage of Humanity of the
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization, or
UNESCO. The organization has not
replied to numerous critical questions
about the Aalst event on social media
and on Tuesday had not issued any
statement on the subject.

A spokesperson for the carnival group
told a blogger last month that the dis-
play was meant to address how “every-
thing has become so expensive.”

The carnival group’s president did not
immediately reply to a request for com-
ment by the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

Vismooil’n created the display as its
2019 theme for the Aalst carnival, the
local edition of celebrations that take

place throughout parts of Europe and Latin America annually in anticipa-
tion of Lent, the 40-day period before Easter. Participants prepare floats
and dance routines, parading them through town on Carnaval.

In 2013, a different group designed a float resembling a Nazi railway
wagon used to transport Jews to death camps. The people who designed the
float, known as the FTP Group, marched nearby dressed as Nazi SS offi-
cers and haredi Orthodox Jews. A poster on the wagon showed Flemish
Belgian politicians dressed as Nazis and holding canisters labeled as con-
taining Zyklon B, the poison used by the Nazis to exterminate Jews in gas
chambers in the Holocaust. UNESCO condemned that display.

The mayor of the Belgian city whose annual parade fea-
tured puppets of Jews and a rat atop money bags has
defended the display, telling local media that “In Aalst it
should be allowed.”

By VIKTOR VEKSELBERG
MOSCOW (JTA) – Israel’s Minister of

Immigration and Absorption, Yoav Gallant, recently
lashed out at France for an increase of anti-Semitic
incidents and called upon French Jews to leave the
country and emigrate to Israel for their own safety.

Such a significant statement by an Israeli govern-
ment official in the midst of a rising anti-Semitic tide
across Europe is alarming. Only a few years ago, it
seemed to me, and perhaps to many others as well,
that anti-Semitism was a thing of the past and that the
open societies of the modern world will no longer tol-
erate such extremist views. Yet recent incidents in pre-
sent-day Europe, Ukraine and the United States make
one wonder whether anti-Semitism has been prema-
turely relegated to the dustbin of history.

Last year, my hometown of Drohobych in western Ukraine witnessed the
re-opening of a choral synagogue that my father Felix and I helped to
rebuild. This synagogue, dating back to the mid-nineteenth century, used to
be the biggest in all of Eastern Galicia. The dedication ceremony was not
meant to be all pomp and circumstance, and still over 5,000 people showed
up that day. For Drohobych, with its population of 70,000, this is truly an
astronomical figure. Many families traveled from afar to attend the dedica-
tion of the synagogue in person.

But only a few weeks later, unidentified criminals smashed the syna-
gogue’s windows. Apparently, the fact that the town now has an active
Jewish synagogue that was rebuilt with the money donated by a Russian
businessperson made some unhappy.

This is just one example of a hate crime that Ukrainian Jews have wit-
nessed over the past few months. Another Jewish synagogue was desecrat-
ed in Lviv. In Kolomyya, in the Ivano-Frankivsk region, a memorial wall
at a local Jewish cemetery was defiled with graffiti depicting a man throw-
ing the star of David into a trash can. In mid-February, swastikas appeared
on the plasma screens in a Kiev shopping mall.

No wonder Jewish communities all over the world were greatly alarmed
by the torchlight procession in the Ukrainian capital on New Year’s Eve.

Recent incidents in France, which is home to Europe’s largest Jewish
community, have exposed serious issues with tolerance in developed,
democratic nations as well. In January 2015, during the shooting at the edi-
torial office of Charlie Hebdo, one of the terrorists attacked a kosher gro-
cery store in Paris killing four people. In late February of this year, some
80 graves were desecrated at a Jewish cemetery in the small town of
Quatzenheim, located in the Alsace region of France.

According to a recent poll, 44 percent of France’s
“yellow vests” movement believes there is a Zionist
conspiracy in the world. It is hardly surprising that
Jewish children in France have to move to private
schools in order to avoid the bullying that is rampant
today in the country’s public school system.

French President Emmanuel Macron has admitted
that anti-Semitic incidents in the country doubled in
2018, reaching an appalling 541 incidents that have
been officially reported.

But France is by no means an exception. Last
February, Joan Ryan, an MP from the Labour Party in
the British House of Commons, announced her depar-
ture from the party, which “has become infected with
the scourge of anti-Semitic racism.” The worst attack on
American Jewry to date happened in October 2018 in

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania where a man opened fire in a synagogue. Eleven
people were killed in the massacre. According to U.S. media, the attacker
had openly expressed his hate for Jews on social media for quite some time,
and yet, no one did anything to stop him or report him to the authorities.

Every third Jew living in Europe today has experienced acts of intoler-
ance, according to a poll taken at a round-table on anti-Semitism at this
year’s World Economic Forum.

In our modern world, with its excessive and never-ending flow of infor-
mation, these kinds of reports are often pushed off to the side or buried
under the massive onslaught of other news stories. They may all seem
rather insignificant as long as the tragedy inflicts others and does not come
to our door.

This is a grave mistake our predecessors already made in the 1930s, fail-
ing to grasp the full extent of what was happening back then in Germany
after the Nazi party rose to power. It is important not to forget the lessons
of the Holocaust.

For me, it is a tragic chapter in my family’s own history. Before World
War II, Jews accounted for the greater part of Drohobych’s population.
During Nazi Germany’s retreat, over 15,000 Jews were killed, many of
whom had been placed in ghettos. Among them were most of my relatives
on my father’s side, including 17 men and women in total whose remains
were scattered in a mass grave.

This May, the Jewish Museum and Tolerance Center in Moscow will
open a new memorial dedicated to the Jewish resistance fighters in con-
centration camps and ghettos. It will serve as the symbol of their boundless
heroism and as a token of remembrance for all those whose names were
lost in mass graves. The

Russia’s richest Jew thought European anti-Semitism was a thing of the past. 
Now, he’s not so sure.

Continued on page 14. See “Vekselberg”.
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Newcomer Evgeny Gotfrid carves unique path to success
By REBECA KUROPATWA

Evgeny Gotfrid’s road to Winnipeg shares some commonality with other
newcomers. He was born in Ukraine, made his way to Israel in the 1990s,

and then, in 2004, moved to
Winnipeg  with his family when he
was nine years old.

Evgeny and his brother Alex
attended Gray Academy of Jewish
Education – something Evgeny
feels played a vital part in helping
him cement his Jewish values and
motivating him to continue being
part of the community and culture.

“I remember a pivotal moment
around Grade 9 or 10,” said Evgeny.
“My parents were asking how I was
feeling about going to school –
whether I would consider going to
public school. For me, I really loved
Gray Academy. So, I said, ‘No. I
want to stay. And, if it comes down to a financial component, even if I have
to work and help pay for it, I would...because it meant so much to me to be
part of the community, and I really appreciated the teachers and everyone who
was there.”

From a young age, Evgeny felt a pull toward business and was always
finding little ways to make money – whether that be by door-to-door can-
vassing, asking to take care of people’s lawns..., he was always in an entre-
preneurial life.

As Evgeny approached high school graduation, he considered becoming
a dentist – that is, until his brother Alex asked him why. This made Evgeny
realize that he didn’t have a good enough reason to spend eight to ten years
of his life studying to become a dentist. Then, Alex reminded Evgeny about
his love for business.

This helped Evgeny realize what path he wanted to pursue in life and that
has guided him ever since.

“In my very first year of university, I came across a company called
College Pro,” said Evgeny. “I was sitting in my statistics class at the Asper
School of Business and someone came up in front of the room to talk to us.
He talked about how, by running your own business, you can make enough
money to pay for school. All of this aligned with things I wanted to do.

“I always had a goal of going to university debt-free and I always want-
ed to run a business, but I didn’t know where to start. So, I put my name on
the clipboard, went through an interview process, and got into this entre-
preneurship development program.”

After running the local College Pro company for three years, Gotfrid was
offered a national position as recruiting manager.

His school excellence and his initial success also caught the eyes of his
former teachers at Gray Academy, and they asked Evgeny to share his story
at an open house. “The next thing I know...would have been a couple
months later...I was reached out to by, I believe, it was Tracy from the

Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education, asking if
I’d be open to participating in the search com-
mittee for the new head of school.”

A few months later, Evgeny was asked to join
the Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education. “It
was pretty intimidating, given that the next
youngest person was over 40,” said Evgeny, who
has been a board member the past two years.
“It’s been a cool experience to give back to the
community that way and play a role in making
sure that our school is a fantastic experience for
students, just like I had.”

Meanwhile, on the business side of things,
Evgeny sees College Pro as a great jumping point
into any business in the future, as he learns, not
only about home paint products but also about
the ins and outs of how to run a business.

Over the years, Evgeny has been recognized with
awards. One was given by the Entrepreneurship
Organization, a local Global Students Entrepreneur
award. He then went on to win second place for
this award on the national level.

“I really appreciate Canada as a country – as a
place where I think anyone can achieve anything
if they really work for it,” said Evgeny. “I mean,
in many other places in the world, hard work
alone is not enough. Here, this is a place where
you can combine hard work with tenacity and
true desire to succeed. It’s a place where you can
truly succeed. I think we have a wonderful com-
munity as well.”
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
How does one write a biography of a street that ceased to exit?

“Smocza: A Biography of a Jewish Street in Warsaw” (Hebrew,
2018) by Benny Mer does exactly that and with great talent.
Smocza became a symbol for Jewish poverty in interwar Warsaw. It
is featured in the works of Binem Heler and Isaac Bashevis Singer
and in the Yiddish and Polish press, usually in relation to crime,
prostitution, and murder. Mer shows the other side of the street that
was full of art, culture, and human dignity that perished in the
Holocaust. This is an excellent humanistic book. 

Upcoming Jewish Radio Hour Shows
Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on

Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On March 24th, listen to Gerry Posner’s interview with actor

Nick Rice. The Yiddish half hour will draw inspiration from
Rochelle Zucker’s recent trip to Buenos Aires. She will feature
selections from a moving CD that weaves together tangos and
Yiddish songs: “Milonga De Una Mujer” by Zulema Benveniste.

On March 31, Regine Frankel’s guest will be local author Harriet
Zaidman, whose book launch for her novel “City on Strike” is on
April 14th. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

US bans entry to officials pursuing international
court charges against Americans and Israelis

WASHINGTON (JTA) — U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo
announced a visa ban on officials pursuing International Criminal
Court charges against Americans and Israelis.

Pompeo on Friday morning said that the department had already
blocked entry to ICC officials looking into alleged war crimes com-
mitted at U.S. detention facilities in Afghanistan.

“Don’t assume you’ll get a visa,” he said.
The ban extended to ICC cases against “allied personnel, includ-

ing Israelis.” Israel was the only country mentioned as an example
in the statement.

Pompeo said the Trump administration was also considering sanc-
tioning officials pursuing ICC actions against the United States.

Why it matters: The Palestinian Authority has asked the ICC to
open investigations into alleged Israeli war crimes since 2014, when
the Palestinian government joined the international body, for Israeli
actions in Gaza, the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem. This U.S.
State Department move is a sharp rebuke of that concept — espe-
cially since the statement specifically mentions Israel in its text.

Neither the United States or Israel are members of the ICC, but
ICC officials may be subject to arrest when they visit member
nations.

Iran hacked Benny Gantz’s phone,
Israeli authorities reportedly believe

(JTA) — Israeli security services reportedly believe Iran hacked
the smartphone of Benny Gantz, Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s main rival in the April 9 election.

The Israel Security Agency informed Gantz, a former chief of staff
of the Israel Defense Forces, of the hack five weeks ago, Channel 12
reported Thursday.

Gantz’s centrist Blue and White party, which is neck and neck in
polls with Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-wing Likud Party, played
down any prospect of a national security breach and suggested the
story had been deliberately leaked, Reuters reported.

“It should be emphasized that the incident in question happened
some four years after Gantz finished his term as chief of staff and
the current timing of its publication raises many questions,” Blue
and White said in a statement.

Tel Aviv installs ‘zombie lights’ 
to protect cellphone users

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Tel Aviv is looking out for pedestrians
looking down at their smartphones when they walk — and let’s face
it, that’s a lot of us.

The municipality has installed “zombie lights” at a major inter-
section — the special LED lights are deployed on the sidewalk to
alert pedestrians when they can and cannot walk.

If the pilot is successful, the city will expand the use of the warn-
ing lights to other intersections, The Associated Press reported. The
goal is to protect the pedestrians from stepping into traffic.

Similar systems are already in use in Australia, Singapore and the
Netherlands, according to AP.



Limmud journal: a little Torah, a bit of Israel, 
some Holocaust remembrance, and a dash of Steven Schipper

By MYRON LOVE 

L
immud – our annual Jewish festival of Jewish
thought, culture and learning – is akin to a
moving feast – and I always try to sample a

range of different topics – a little Torah study,
something Israel-related, a piece of Holocaust
memorial and whatever else strikes my fancy – this
year that being an hour with retiring Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre Artistic Director Steven
Schipper.

This year’s tenth annual Limmud took place on
March 2 and 3. On the Saturday evening, the choic-
es were between a musical program, former
Winnipegger Aharon Cohen’s “Path to Tikkun
Olam” and a commentary on the Torah parsha ear-
lier that day (Shemot) by Gila Fine. I chose the lat-
ter.

The British-born Israeli teacher of Aggada and editor-in-chief of Maggid
Books focused on the role of love in the Torah. She led the way into the
subject with an analysis of a portion of “Shemot” – which describes the

building of the
mishkan (taberna-
cle) in the desert
and its furnishings.

Using Midrash,
she explored the
portion as a play in
two acts. The gist
of it is that the
people – meaning
the ”men” – con-
tributed all of the
materials needed

for the mishkan. The women, as reported in the
Torah parsha, contributed their brass mirrors that
were used to make the lavers.

In a handout Fine explained that, in Egypt, the
mirrors were made of different metals – copper or
bronze or, sometimes, gold and silver.

According to the Midrash, Fine noted, Moses –
in Act II - was incensed that the women would
offer their mirrors because in Act I, in Egypt times,
when the Egyptians forbade sexual relations
between Israelite men and women, the women
would take food to the men working (slaving?) in
the field and use mirrors to entice the men into
sexual relations as a result of which the Israelites
were “fruitful and multiplied”, thereby thwarting
the Egyptian decree.

Where Moses saw lasciviousness however, the
Lord saw heroic acts and reprimanded Moses for

his anger.
Fine then spent some time considering the role of mirrors and reflections

in part through the Greek myth of Narcissus – a youth who was so much in
love with his own reflected image that he was unable to love anyone else.

Mirrors, she noted, generally prevent us from seeing beyond ourselves.
The saving grace in “Act I” is that the Israelites did not fall prey to self-
centredness as a result of the mirrors in the fields but treated each other –
male and female – with playfulness, which led to love.

Fine pointed out that in most situations in the Torah where sex and love
are involved, it does not turn out well for the lovers. “Act I” was the excep-
tion.

She concluded with a comment from Erich Fromm: “Mature love is
union under the condition of preserving one’s integrity, one’s individuality.
In love, the paradox occurs that two beings become one and yet remain
two.”
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Donate today and help everyone enjoy Passover!
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

GILA FINE
focused on the role of love in the Torah



Humberghaus
Humberghaus is one small

German community’s effort to
memorialize one Jewish family
whose members were victims of
the Holocaust. While most of
the family of Abraham and
Rozalia Humberg were mur-
dered in the Holocaust, their
son, Ernst, and daughter, Frieda
Terhoch, along with their chil-
dren, escaped and were able to
make it to Winnipeg.

In their presentation at
Limmud, Ernst’s daughter, Ruth
Muscovitch, and her daughter,
Susan, spoke about the
Humberg family in their
German hometown of Dingdin which is about 30 miles from the Dutch bor-
der.

Susan spoke about her great-grandparents, who settled in the community
in the 1880s. They operated a butcher shop and textile store and raised
seven children in the family apartment behind the store. They were well-
respected in the community – so much so that when Rosalia died in 1937,
many of their friends and neighbours attended the funeral despite the Nazi
legislation forbidding such shows of support for Jews.

Susan described how the SA came for her father, shortly after
Kristalnacht. Ernst and Hilde were living in a town called Brunen, near
Dingdin by then. Ernst jumped out of an upstairs bedroom window and was
hidden by a neighbour who gave him a bicycle to cycle to Holland where
he had a brother. Ruth’s very pregnant mother soon after gave birth to Ruth,
and mother and child were smuggled out of Germany to join Ernst in
Holland. From Holland, the family made their way to Canada where they
took up farming first in Lorette, Manitoba, and later in Quebec not far from
Montreal.

Ernst’s sister, Frieda, and her husband, Abraham Terhoch, also managed
to come to Canada before the war, settling in Winnipeg.

“My parents never talked about what happened,” Ruth recalled. “I didn’t
find out what happened to the rest of the family until many years later.
They were all murdered.”

It was Susan who first visited Dingdin. That was in 2009 on her way to
Israel.

“It was a really big deal,” she said of her visit. “I was the first member
of the family to come back and visit after the war. I learned then how well
regarded our family had been in the community.”

Susan learned on that visit about plans, initiated by one Ulrich Bauhaus,
to restore her great-grandparents’ house in Dingdin and turn it into a muse-
um aimed at preserving the memory of the last Jewish family in Dingdin.
The townspeople raised the money from amongst themselves to buy the
rundown house and restore it – along with the butcher shop and textile
store. The museum also has the bicycle that Ernst Humberg rode to escape
Germany. The project took 15 years to fund and complete.

The museum also has mini-biographies of every member of the Humberg
family and commentary from their friends and neighbours.

In 2012, Ruth and Susan, their cousins, Leonard and Marvin Terhoch,
and Marvin Terhoch’s granddaughter, Jocelyn, attended the official open-
ing of Humberghaus in Dingdin. On hand, Ruth reported, were government
officials, the media, a representative from Yad Vashem and a klezmer band.

“They put up a large tent outside and served food made from my grand-
mother’s recipes,” Ruth said. “They even served matzah and challah.

“It was heartwarming to learn about all of the townspeople who helped
my family in their time of need.”

Israeli Childhood Through the Eyes of Etgar Keret
Etgar Keret is a popular Israeli novelist and author of short stories. He

was the focus of a presentation by York University Professor Laura
Wiseman (she is responsible for, among other things, the Jewish Teacher
Education Program at York) with a particular emphasis on the reflection of
childhood in Israel.

As Wiseman pointed out, Israeli childhood and the teen years are quite
different from the Canadian experience. Israeli children live with the con-
stant threat of terrorism. 

She  further noted that, prior to entering high school,  teens  undergo stan-
dardized testing to determine what high school programs they will be
placed in and, after high school, face the pressure of having to go into the
army.

She introduced Keret as the son of Polish Holocaust survivors who has a
quirky way of seeing the world. She pointed out that, for an author, Keret
is a man of few words. One of his short stories, for example, is only three
pages. 

Wiseman prepared excerpts from several of Keret’s short stories – trans-
lated into English – to illustrate his writing style and outlook on life. One
involved himself, his wife and their little boy, Lev, driving on the highway

when an air
raid siren went
off. To relieve
Lev’s worries,
Keret makes
reacting to the
siren a game.
He tells Lev
that was the
pastrami and
his parents
were the bread
in a pastrami
sandwich. All
three lay on
the ground with
Lev in the mid-
dle.

Another of his stories involves an unprepossessing teen who has
the pleasure of sitting next to an attractive girl. When her older boyfriend
and his pal threaten to beat up the teen, he is saved by a siren going off
because Israelis are taught to stand still when a siren sounds. The teen
makes his escape, commenting that “the sound of the siren protected me
with an invisible
shield”.

The last story con-
cerns a young unnamed
fellow  who is always
being compared by his
mother to a more suc-
cessful kid by the last
name of Katzenstein.
For the rest of his life,
“Katzenstein” is always
in his head. The punch
line is that years later,

Wednesday, March 20, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   13

Community news

Continued on page
23. See “Limmud”.

RUTH (on left) and SUSAN MUSCOVITCH
told stories of their ancestors’ lives in
Germany & how they escaped the Holocaust.

LAURA WISEMAN
focused on Israeli novelist Etgar Keret.

Continued from previous page.



By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n November 2017 we published a story about young
Winnipeg writer Jamie Michaels and his second foray
into the world of graphic novels. In 2016 Jamie had

found some success with his very funny - and often rib-
ald graphic novel about  a canoe trip he and two other
Winnipeg buddies had taken down the Mississippi River.
The title of that book was  “Canoe Boys”. 

The financing for that project had come through a
“kickstarter” campaign, which raised $10,000 altogether
- and which allowed Jamie to break even (and even make
a small profit which, he admits, went into buying a few
cases of beer that disappeared quite quickly). 

In that November 2017 story we also noted that Jamie
had begun work on a new project: A graphic novel about
the Christy Pits riot, which took place in Toronto in 1933. 

Here’s how Jamie described the novel in a press release
back then: “Christie Pits is a graphic novel telling the
incredible true history of when young Jewish and Italian
immigrants squared off against Nazi-inspired thugs in the
streets of Toronto. The story behind the 10,000 person
race-riot for the soul of the great nation of Canada is writ-
ten by Winnipeg lowlife and Amateur-Jewish-Cage-
Fighting Sensation Jamie Michaels, and illustrated by the
prodigious Doug Fedrau.

“This gritty ride through Spadina’s immigrant community tells authentic
Canadian history with no holds barred. Each chapter follows an individual
character and the forces that brought them into the street on August 16th,
1933. These stories and characters thread together and intermingle to give
readers the real feeling of a neighbourhood.”

I asked Jamie back then whether he had ever heard about the Christie Pits
riot when he was younger?

“No,” he answered. “I heard about it in a pub.”
I suggested that it was highly unlikely that younger people would have

heard about that incident – unless they had read a book by someone like
historian Allan Levine, who wrote about the Christie Pits riot in his book
about the history of Toronto.

“And that’s such a shame,” Jamie agreed. “This is real Canadian history.
This is also thematically about how Canada dealt with immigrants. Jewish
immigrants in Toronto in 1933 were on the fringe of society.”

As we talked, Jamie went into some detail as to what led to Jews and
Italians – on one side, fighting with mostly Anglo Saxons on the other, in
what turned out to be a six-hour slugfest.

As we also noted in that same story, Jamie said that, once again, he was
going to be financing his latest project through a kickstarter campaign. 

Well, it took a little longer to finally complete “Christie Pits” than Jamie
had anticipated, but he is now glad to say that he will be launching the book
this coming Saturday at McNally Robinson’s, at 7:00 pm. He is also happy
to report that his kickstarter campaign ended up raising $10,748, with “189
backers” kicking in gelt to help get the book published.

As well, Jamie received a $10,000 grant from the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba.

Advance copies of his book have received glowing reviews from two
esteemed historians: Irving Abella and Allan Levine.

Abella wrote: "The decision to present this important story as a historical
comic book was ingenious. It reads like fiction, but is all fact."

Levine added: 
"There have been other histories of anti-Semitism in Toronto and Canada

during the 1930s, but none as creative as Jamie Michaels’s Christie Pits…

The story he skilfully tells is well-researched with an array of fascinating
characters that leap off the page owing to the realistic and vivid illustrations
of Doug Fedrau. A significant and worthy literary achievement that will
enlighten readers of all ages."

As of the time of writing this article, I’m only about a third of the way
through reading “Christie Pits”. For anyone who has never read a graphic
novel, don’t confuse it with the kind of  comic book you might have read
as a youngster. The plotting is quite sophisticated, the characters are multi-
dimensional, and the dialogue is quite realistic. 

Interspersed with the gritty drawings moreover are photos and newspaper
clippings taken from the era in which the Christie Pits riot occurred. In
some ways seeing the representations of the type of violence which was
part and parcel of Jewish life in the 1930s - even in Canada, is quite jarring,
but as a representation of a historical event which is not well known,
“Christie Pits” is brilliantly imaginative.

mission of this memorial is to prevent a
future Holocaust and to forestall the loom-
ing of dark times by telling the story of the
Holocaust and keeping its memory alive for
later generations.

The Holocaust was the most vicious expression of anti-Semitism, which
started from a series of restrictions on the rights of Jews. Anti-Semitism
survived in this form following World War II under the Soviet Union.
Unwritten rules forbade Jews from assuming positions in the governmen-
tal and public spheres. They were even unable to enroll in the nation’s top
universities. Fortunately, today’s Russia is not operating in such a manner.

Yet, no one can be considered immune from aggression and violence. We
all remember the attacks on Moscow’s Bolshaya Bronnaya synagogue in
2006. Of course, the level of anti-Semitism in today’s Russia is generally
lower than in European countries and the US. But as some studies show,
the number of anti-Semitic statements made in Russia’s public sphere is on
the rise, which is extremely alarming.

Ideas of supremacy (national, religious, etc.) are gaining in popularity. In
their new modern forms, (as an effective march or an original provocation),
they become convenient, reliable and highly effective instruments of influ-
encing the public, which urgently requires a powerful antidote.

I firmly believe that the search for new ways to counteract anti-Semitism
can be successfully continued here in Moscow. It must involve top experts
from leading museums, which preserve the memory of the tragedies of our
past and can very well understand the signs of a looming disaster.

An open and free public debate about anti-Semitic incidents, their caus-
es and the ways of addressing them would be of great help. This could
enable us to develop new policies that would help raise the levels of toler-
ance in different countries. It would be a great idea to get the world’s
largest museums involved in this project of which the stated mission is to
preserve the memory of the tragic chapters of the human past.

Through our joint efforts, we will succeed in bringing a brighter future,
unburdened by intolerance and the sins of past centuries, ever closer to
each and every one of us.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.
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Local writer Jamie Michaels set to launch graphic novel 
about Christie Pits riot at McNally Robinson, March 23

JAMIE MICHAELS Cover of “Christie Pits”

A panel from “Christie Pits”



Two cities in particular come in for spe-
cial attention in this survey: Montreal and
Winnipeg. (In Winnipeg the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba participated in for-

mulating, and paying for, certain questions that were unique to Winnipeg,
while in Montreal that community’s Jewish federation paid for questions
unique to Montreal’s Jewish community.) Not coincidentally the survey’s
authors found that the “Jewish communities in Montreal and Winnipeg are
shrinking in size”. (Oy – I wonder what the Jewish Federation is going to
have to say about that? For years we’ve been hearing how much
Winnipeg’s Jewish population has been growing. I’ve been arguing that the
evidence doesn’t back up the Federation’s claims. Evidently the survey
authors agree with me.)

While there is much fascinating information to pore over in this very
comprehensive survey – and I plan on writing about the survey much more
in future issues, certain sections pertaining to Winnipeg’s Jewish commu-
nity really jumped off the page for me.

Here is an excerpt from a section that describes how many Winnipeg
Jews think about leaving Winnipeg: 

“In Winnipeg, the survey questions focused on considerations given to
leaving the city. One-third (34%) of Jews in Winnipeg say they have
thought about moving away from the city at some point in the past few
years (this includes 1% who say they have already decided to move). The
size of the Winnipeg subsample limits the depth of subgroup analysis, but
thinking about moving is most likely to be reported by those 18 to 29 years
of age, those with no children, and those with higher levels of education
and income.

“Among those who have considered such a move, four in ten say it is
very (10%) or somewhat (29%) likely they will leave Winnipeg in the fore-
seeable future.” Oy again!

Yet, Winnipeg Jews come across as having the highest rate of member-
ships in a Jewish community centre:

“Almost half (47%) of Canadian Jews report belonging to one or more
types of Jewish organizations other than a synagogue or temple, such as a
Jewish community centre; this is about 2.5 times the proportion for
American Jews (18%). In Canada, such membership is most common in
Winnipeg (57%) (emphasis mine)…

“The high membership level in Winnipeg may be attributable in part to
the large and well-established Asper Jewish Community Campus in that
city.”

“…57 percent of Winnipeggers belong to a Jewish organization other
than a synagogue, compared to 48 percent in Montreal, 48 percent in
Toronto, and 36 percent in Vancouver. Winnipeg’s first-place ranking on
this indicator is probably due to the remarkable success of the Asper Jewish
Community Campus, which involves a large proportion of Winnipeg Jews
in its many and diverse cultural, educational, and recreational activities.”

Insofar as describing the most traits held most in common by Canadian
Jews, the survey notes that Canadian Jews are much like their American

counterparts, although fewer Canadian Jews believe in God, and more
Canadian Jews express a stronger connection to Israel.

Here is another excerpt from the survey: 
“What do Canadian Jews consider to be essential aspects of being

Jewish? At the top of the list are leading a moral and ethical life, remem-
bering the Holocaust, and celebrating Jewish holidays; a majority identify
each of these as “essential” to what being Jewish means to them. In a sec-
ond tier, at least four in ten identify as essential such attributes as working
for justice and equality in society, caring about Israel, being intellectually
curious, being part of a community, and having a good sense of humour. By
comparison, no more than one in five places such importance on observing
Jewish law, attending synagogue, and participating in Jewish cultural activ-
ities.”

One other particularly interesting point of contrast between Canadian and
American Jews comes in what the authors describe as the “cohesiveness of
the Canadian Jewish community: The cohesiveness of the Canadian Jewish
community contrasts with that of the Jewish community in the United
States. We know this from previous research—but the magnitude of the dif-
ference revealed by this survey is so large that it nonetheless strikes one as
remarkable. Intermarriage is far more common in the United States than in
Canada, the ability to read or speak Hebrew is much less widespread, vis-
iting Israel is a lot less common, and so on.” (Ed. note: What kind of
respectable paper would allow a phrase such as “and so on” to be used?)

Yet, as much as the survey’s authors would argue that Jewish communi-
ties in Canada are more “cohesive” than American ones, they also note that
“Today, only one in three Canadians who identifies as Jewish considers
religion very important in his or her life, and just six in ten say they believe
in God or a universal spirit (compared to seven in ten of all Canadians). For
most Canadian Jews today, the basis of Jewish identity is less about reli-
gion than about culture, ethnicity, or a combination of culture, ethnicity,
and religion.

“Consider that one of the most important expressions of Jewish identity
involves families getting together over a meal to mark a Jewish holiday.
What does this practice mean? For a growing number of Canadian Jews,
the practice seems to be chiefly a means of achieving conviviality in the
family and, beyond that, solidarity with the larger community. The purely
religious significance of the practice is less important than it was in the
past.”
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RESULTS

NOW AVAILABLE

RESEARCH STUDY POINTS TO GROWING, 
DIVERSE, AND COHESIVE COMMUNITY

STUDY RESULTS INCLUDE:

The Jewish Foundation is proud to be a part of this historic new 
research study of Canadian Jews. The gathered information will play 

a critical role in our community’s ongoing sustainability. 

To read the full results and for more information, visit the Jewish 
Foundation of Manitoba website at www.jewishfoundation.org. 

One in three Canadian 
Jews considers religion 
to be a very important 
part of his or her life, 

but the basis of Jewish 
identity today is as 

much about culture, 
ethnicity and family.

Canadian Jews have a 
strong connection to 

Israel, through an 
emotional attachment 
and spending time in 

the country.

Canadian Jews are 
mindful of anti- 
Semitism in this 

country, but are more 
likely to believe that 

other groups, in Canada 
are the frequent targets 

of discrimination.
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Joanne Seiff

We support and respect minority opinions

T
here’s something extraordinary about
Jewish texts. What is it? You may have
heard of Hillel and Shammai, or any of the

many famous rabbinic voices recorded in the
Talmud and Midrash. 

Our foundational religious texts record and
evaluate both the “winning” voice, the rabbi
whose opinion became mainstream in our tradi-
tions, and minority views. Sometimes, commu-

nities or people follow a viewpoint that was originally the minority voice.
I’ve heard people say that they chose a less-popular rabbi’s ruling, based
on their study of the relevant texts. I’ve been at a Talmud study session
where learner pairs presented summaries on why they sided with the
minority in a debate. 

Analysis and debate remain at the core of our Jewish identities. We’ve all
heard the joke “Two Jews, three opinions!” Sandwiched in that is the idea
that we learned and thought deeply about it. There’s another angle to this
joke though – the assumption that if we’ve come to this point, we’ve heard
differing opinions. We learned enough to make a judgement. We’re also
committed to a civil discourse to get there, because if every study session
or discussion meant people fought violently, we’d never have survived for
thousands of years. 

Jews are traditionally committed to behaving appropriately (Derech
Eretz, literally “the way of the land” meaning “how we behave”) promot-
ing peace, and avoiding embarrassing others unnecessarily. We value a
good argument, but in the end, agreeing to disagree -with civility- is key.

I recently read a piece written by historian Henry Abramson. It was pub-
lished by the JTA (Jewish Telegraphic Agency, an online newsfeed) about
the Bergen Belsen marriage contracts (ketubot) produced after World War
II. After the war, this concentration camp became a Displaced Persons’
Camp. There was a marriage and baby boom – seen as a way to repopulate
the many (37,000) lives lost there. However, the ‘standard’ ketubah issued
there did something very different. These marriage contracts acknowledged
that many people didn’t know what had happened to their pre-war spouses
and families. It took years to find this out, but the contract allowed for the
possibility that if their first families reappeared, the people who signed this
contract must take the situation to a Bet Din (a Jewish court) to figure out
what to do. Jewish law was flexible and resilient enough in this terrible sit-
uation to find recourse in civility and law.

Unfortunately, today we hear all too often that this effort to accept diffi-
cult, diverse situations and opinions is being lost to the larger culture’s
problems with incivility. Recently, the Haredi Orthodox deputy mayor of
Jerusalem, Eliezer Rauchberger, was the keynote speaker at a national con-
vention for Israel’s Real Estate Appraisers Association. He cancelled at the
last moment when he saw the event was being held in facility owned by the
Conservative movement. He took the opportunity to condemn those who
affiliate with the Reform and Conservative movements, calling them
heretical. He sought to embarrass and shame others rather than be inclu-
sive. (Hint: That’s not in line with the commandments.)

These are “distant” stories, but locally, we’ve just demonstrated both
sides of this civility debate in Winnipeg. Limmud supports the wide diver-
sity of Jewish opinion, and as such, Winnipeg’s organizers invited Lex
Rofeberg, a rabbinical student, educator and activist to speak. Rofeberg’s
Limmud and Shabbat dinner topics weren’t controversial. His lecture sub-
ject was “Digital Judaism” –  a topic that’s long overdue. (Parts of
Winnipeg’s Jewish community look like they still use the abacus compared
to other communities when it comes to this topic.) 

Some people disagree with Rofeberg’s Israel activism. Instead of respect-
ing the right of others to disagree, they used their social media bullhorns to
protest. These voices were loud. Perhaps they had the attention of those with
deep pockets who donate to support Jewish events. However, being loud,
bullying others, and manipulating funders doesn’t mean they were right. 

Jewish tradition teaches us that minority voices deserve to be heard. It
teaches us to respect others’ right to an opinion, and to behave appropri-
ately. These aren’t just Jewish values, they’re our country’s democratic val-
ues. We should be flexible and resilient in our responses, not quick to con-
demn others.

Cancelling Rofeberg’s Shabbat Across Winnipeg lecture (even though
Rofeberg wasn’t going to make any comments about Israel or politics) was
described as an effort to maintain “Shalom baBayit” – peace in the house.
That’s another aspect of Derech Eretz many of us invoke as we try to hush
shouting children. Limmud, by contrast, continued to support Rofeberg’s
appearance at its event. What happened?

I missed this real-time drama. My kids go to bed early so we eat Shabbat
dinner at home. I’m not on Facebook. I didn’t get to Limmud this year.
However, based on what I’ve read and heard, I’m saddened that some
Jewish institutions bowed down before the social media bullies and donor
dollars. Jewish tradition teaches we are allowed to disagree. Differing opin-
ions should be heard.

Can we learn from people with whom we disagree? Of course. Does
shaming others whose opinions disagree with yours have a place in Jewish
discourse? No.

North American Jews emphasize education. With that learning comes the
ability to do analysis and think critically. We’re lucky to live in a country
that allows us to voice those differing opinions. Shame on us, Winnipeggers,
for bowing down to bullies who would silence that discourse… all for a lit-
tle peace on Shabbat. We should know better. We should support healthy
debate about things that matter to us. As adults, we should be able to behave
appropriately and peacefully on Shabbat together regardless.

We lost an opportunity to be our best selves….thinking, discussing and
disagreeing while we break bread together. That said, I believe our com-
munity will have many opportunities to do this better in the future. The
research indicates that younger Jewish community members may have dif-
ferent views – including those on Israel’s politics – than their grandparents
do. It’s time to listen respectfully to one another. 

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community –  From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns 2015-2016. Read
more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Entertainment

12 Israeli shows to binge watch now that you’re done with ‘Shtisel’
By LIOR ZALTZMAN

I
love “Shtisel,” you love “Shtisel,” every-
body loves “Shtisel”! The Israeli show,
about a haredi Orthodox family of the

same last name, is taking American audi-
ences by storm. Streaming on Netflix, this
show has been covered by The New York
Times and even has a Facebook fan group
with more than 6,000 fans.

I totally get the hype – “Shtisel” is truly an
impeccable show. Its only flaw? It is only
two seasons and unlikely to have a third sea-
son.

If you’ve already plowed through the
series, what’s a mom with insomnia (say,
um, for example) supposed to binge watch
now? Well, dear reader, do not fret. From
Netflix to Amazon, it seems the world is onto the fact that Israel makes
some truly incredible TV.

These days, there is a delightful array of Israeli content on all your
favorite streaming platforms. Seriously, it’s an embarrassment of riches.
What’s even better is that many of these shows have cast members in com-
mon with “Shtisel” – Israel is a small country, after all.

So grab your snacks of choice, put those kids to bed (or if they’re older,
plop them on the couch by you), and get ready to binge your heart out.
The Beauty and The Baker (Amazon Prime)

High production value, a gorgeous cast, lots of DRAMA, and even one
cute overbearing Yemeni Jewish mom. What doesn’t this soapy show
have?!? In this star-crossed romance, poor pita baker Amos meets Noa, an
international supermodel and actress, and an explosive romance ensues.
But Noa’s agent and Amos’s ex band together to try and break the two
apart. Will true love conquer all? Watch and find out!

As Britain’s Channel 4 presenter Walter Izzuliuno says, “If TV is a drug,
then this is an addictive, delicious medicine that’s guaranteed to make you
feel better.” I concur! And of course, as with any good Israeli show, ABC
has a pilot based on this thoroughly enjoyable show in production.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cQdPPYcQ5MA&t=19s
False Flag (Hulu)

“False Flag” is terrific, and a total nailbiter.
In its first season, five Israelis wake up one morning to find that they are

implicated in the assassination of an Iranian politician. They’re teachers,
new immigrants, and a bride on her wedding day – not really folks you’d
expect to be involved in a complicated Mossad mission. The news wreaks
havoc on their lives and puts them under scrutiny from the media and the
police. But are they as innocent as they profess to be? Watch this show to
find out. No, seriously: Watch it.

(And yes, there is an American adaptation in the works.)
When Heroes Fly (Netflix) 

This drama features some familiar (and handsome!) faces for lovers of
Israeli dramas. First off, there’s Michael Aloni who plays Akiva (Kiveh) in
“Shtishel,” and Tomer Kapon, who audiences know as Boaz in “Fauda.”
They each star as veterans of the Second Lebanon War, dealing with its
trauma in different ways.

Along with two other former teammates from the army, they go to search
for Yaeli, who is the sister of one of the soldiers and the ex-girlfriend of
Kapon’s character. Yaeli was believed to have been killed in a car accident
in Colombia but was recently spotted by a photographer there. Despite their
socio-economic and religious differences, the four band together to find out
to find out what happened to her.

Based on an incredible book by Amir Gutfreund, the show has been
renewed for a second season. And, you guessed it, there’s an American
adaptation in the works. Don’t miss it.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIRVzLypxDw
HaShoter HaTov (Netflix)

This delightful comedy’s title is Hebrew for “The Good Cop.” It’s been
kept in Hebrew because Netflix bought an adaptation for it, “The Good
Cop,” starring Josh Groban and Tony Danza (!), which somehow was not
as good as you would expect it to be. But the Hebrew counterpart is one of
my favorite shows in a long, long time.

There’s just something so satisfying about a really good, juicy comedy
with wonderful acting and poignant dramatic moments. It stars comedian
Yuval Semo as a rough-around-the-edges cop who comes from a family of
petty criminals. This show is not the most politically correct, but the
humanity with which it treats its characters is endearing.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7UjulqKOSU
Hostages (Netflix)

I swear I watched the entire first season of this show in one evening.
Ayelet Zurer, who you might know as Elisheva from “Shtishel,” stars as a
surgeon about to get the gig of a lifetime: She’s going to operate on the
Israeli prime minister! But alas, her family gets taken hostage, and in order
to secure their release, she must do one thing: ensure the prime minister
does not survive the surgery. How’s that for drama? Will she do the right

thing? Will she rescue her family? Will
there be some steamy illicit romance? (The
answer to that last question? Yes.)

The suspenseful drama did get an
American adaptation, starring my fav, Toni
Collette, but unfortunately, was canceled
after its first season. Le sigh. But you can
watch it’s two seasons on Netflix right now.

h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=XvrRmhYYkXA
A Touch Away (Amazon Prime) 

I was slightly obsessed with this show as a
teen. If you’re a fan of “Shtishel,” this show
also explores the life of an observant family
– in this case, in the religious city of Bnei
Brak. However, it is very, very different. “A
Touch Away” is a Romeo and Juliet love

story about the secular son of a Russian immigrant and the daughter of a
haredi Orthodox family.

It’s a touching (see what I did there?) story of forbidden love, but it also
has a great portrayal of what it’s like to be a Russian immigrant in Israel
and to feel like a second-rate citizen in many ways. Unlike “Shtishel,”
which handles the religious world with sensitivity and nuance, this drama
can be a bit heavy-handed, but it’s still an enjoyable viewing experience.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kkm9lLtH_NM
Prisoners of War (Hulu)

If you liked “Homeland,” I think it’s safe to say you’ll enjoy the two sea-
sons of this very different but just as suspenseful show – in fact,
“Homeland” is based on “Prisoners of War.”

In this show, two captured soldiers are released from Lebanon, to the
delight of their family and the country, which embraces them and tries to
help them recover from the trauma of 17 years in captivity. But when their
stories don’t really match, things get complicated – and make for some
really outstanding television.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EFQgwA_zu-8
Srugim (Amazon Prime) 

I like to say “Srugim” is like the religious version of “Friends” – if the
show took place in Jerusalem and was actually good (sorry, I’m a “Friends”
hater). This delightful drama, which is three seasons long, explores the dat-
ing lives of observant singles, the complexities of wanting both to date and
be deliberate about life, and the pressing need and pressure to get married
from your family and you know, the world.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5GKvpbtJG5U
Mossad 101 (Netflix)

This show’s first season is melodramatic and hilarious in the best of
ways. Focusing on a group of people training to become Mossad agents,
this show features comedian Hana Laszlo – who you may know as
Menukha Kenigsberg in “Shtishel” – as an aspiring agent at the prestigious
and secretive intelligence agency. It’s second and last season takes itself
perhaps too seriously but is still highly worth the watch.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=elC6hAZjxxo
Mekimi (Amazon Prime) 

This show is a secret gem. It’s based on an autobiographical story of the
same title written by Noa Yaron-Dayan, a former TV and radio personality
who joined the Breslov Hasidic sect.

In the series, Alma falls in love with Ben, who, in turn, slowly falls in
love with religion. Is there room for all three in this love triangle? Watch
this short series that really tugs at the heartstrings to find out!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?time_continue=56&v=uAxg7AS7qmw
Fauda (Netflix)

Seriously – if you haven’t watched “Fauda” yet, remedy this ASAP. This
series has everything going for it. With both Palestinian and Jewish fans,
the drama, which has two seasons so far, was created by and stars Lior Raz,
and is loosely based on his army experiences in the Duvdevani Unit, known
for its covert operations. It’s about secret agents, targeted killings, suicide
bombings and so much more, but it explores these topics with depth and
sensitivity.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k-tILBxRiQ4
Juda (Hulu)

This vampire show is coming to Hulu soon and I really can’t wait. I’ve
watched the first two episodes, which are available to stream (quite legal-
ly) in Hebrew through the Hot YouTube page, and I can say that it is just a
fun, campy and dramatic vampire show – and, I mean, it’s been a while
since “True Blood” ended.

This show, which was created by and stars Israeli comedian and musician
Tzion Baruch, is a sort of dramatic comedy. A dramedy, if you will. And
there’s nothing like a vampire show that doesn’t takee itself too seriously.

Plus, it’s the first ever Jewish vampire drama and it is super Jew-y (it
takes Juda eight days to fully unleash his power. Get it, eight days?)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rTUM9xMB3Wk

This article originally appeared on Kveller.

(Collage by Lior Zaltzman/JTA)
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Purim

The Romans tried to ban wild Purim parties in 408 CE – for a very good reason
By HENRY ABRAMSON

(JTA) – Every year before Purim, my
inbox and social media fill up with dire
exhortations from rabbis and yeshivas
warning against the dangers of celebrato-
ry excess – as if drunkenness on the holi-
day were something new.

In reality, the after-Purim regrets have
been part of the discourse ever since
Rabbah drunkenly attacked and inadver-
tently killed his dear friend Rabbi Zeira in
the Talmud (don’t worry – he was revived
in the end). Rabbis and communal leaders
across the religious spectrum have con-
demned drunken revelry on a holiday ded-
icated to excess and carousing, noting it
often leads to harming life and limb. Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, leader of the Hasidic Chabad movement,
outlawed more than four drinks at a time for anyone younger than 40.

But even before all of that, it turns out that the ancient Romans – who
weren’t exactly known for their sobriety – attempted to control wild Purim
parties as early as the year 408.

An unusual bit of the Theodosian Code (16.8.18) is apparently the first
non-Jewish source to document the phenomenon of Purim parties that get
out of hand. Specifically, the law prohibited Jews from burning Haman in
effigy. For Jews, the practice of symbolically destroying the notorious vil-
lain of the book of Esther, the paradigm of anti-Semitism, was considered
an aspect of the Purim commandment to “erase the name of Amalek,”
Haman’s Jew-hating ancestor.

The Romans weren’t especially discomfited by the idea of vicariously
punishing enemies, or even maintaining fire safety. They were, however,
concerned that drunken Jewish celebrants might use the opportunity to
mock Christians by portraying Haman as a sacrilegious stand-in for Jesus.
This is especially true because the favored method of representing Haman’s
death in the ancient world wasn’t hanging by the neck – he was crucified
on a wooden cross.

The biblical passage that literally describes Haman’s “hanging on a tree”
(Esther 7:10) was rendered as “crucified” in the ancient works of the
Jewish historian Josephus, the early translations of the book of Esther into
Greek (Septuagint) and Latin (Vulgate), and all through the Middle Ages in
literary classics like Dante’s “Purgatory.” Artistic representations also
depicted Haman on the cross, such as the 15th-century Azor Masters and
even by Michelangelo, who painted a muscular Haman on a cross on the
Sistine Chapel.

It’s not hard to imagine how public
Purim execrations of Haman, conducted
by an inebriated crowd of Jews, could eas-
ily be misperceived by Christian
observers, especially if the effigy of
Haman is bound to a wooden cross. In fact,
only a few years after the law in the
Theodosian Code was promulgated, a
Church historian named Socrates
Scholasticus tendentiously described an
event that sounded very much like a
drunken Purim celebration gone horribly
wrong: In Inmestar, Syria, a group alleged-
ly seized a Christian child, bound him to a
cross and scourged him until he died.

Socrates Scholasticus is not especially
reliable as a source for Jewish history, but

as the historian Elliot Horowitz has demonstrated in his masterful studies
of Purim violence, it didn’t take much to convince Christian audiences that
Jews were in fact bent on committing acts of horrific violence. From
Inmestar to Norwich to Nazi Germany and beyond, the noxious lie of the
blood libel continues to plague innocent Jewish communities. It’s too awful
to think that it might in some way be connected to misunderstood, misap-
prehended, “harmless” Purim festivities.

The blood libels were just that. But because the Christian majority was so
quick to feel threatened by Jewish revelry, violent or just intemperate, it
was better for the Jews’ own sake that they tone it down.

Some might be tempted to argue that drunken revelry is essential to the
celebration and that non-Jewish viewers should develop a sense of humor
about the holiday. Yet isn’t that the same argument recently made by Bram
De Baere, the designer of a carnival float in Aalst, Belgium, that depicted
Jews in stereotypically ugly ways? De Baere told a Belgian newspaper that
“Carnival is a time when everyone and everything can be laughed at. If you
were to forbid that, you would be attacking the DNA of Aalst at its core.” 

Not everything is fair game for mockery, even on Purim. True, there’s a
big difference between a tiny, relatively powerless community poking fun
at the dominant people on one day of the year on the one hand, and the
majority population using their position of power to demean a hapless
minority on the other.

But I have to give this one to the Romans: The law of 408 wasn’t anti-
Purim – it was anti-poor taste.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Haredi Orthodox Jews revel in Purim at a synagogue in
Beit Shemesh, Israel. (David Silverman/Getty Images)

Poor shaming ruined my childhood Purim
By DANA REGEV

BONN, Germany (JTA) – If one created a People’s Choice Award for
holidays in Israel, Purim would surely be a top contender. Religious and
secular Jews of all ages don colorful costumes, put on fancy makeup and
wear extravagant hairdos. They get to be whatever and whoever they
want, even if just for a day.

As the streets fill with merry partygoers, schools and youth movements
across the country stress the true meaning of this day: a thanksgiving to
God and an acknowledgement of Queen Esther’s role in saving the
ancient Persian Jews from the genocidal Haman and King Ahasuerus.

While adult revelers often drink in excess and have their fill of haman-
taschen, there’s only one truly obligatory edible tradition: giving and
receiving mishloach manot.

According to this mitzvah, each person must send at least two portions
of ready-to-eat food to at least one other person during the holiday. The
purpose of the commandment is to increase solidarity among the Jewish
people, as well as to satisfy the needs of the poor so that they, too, can
enjoy a dignified Purim feast.

In classrooms across Israel, teachers coordinate the exchange of
mishloach manot in advance, so that each child can arrive on Purim
morning with a nicely wrapped basket of treats and candies. Each child
typically is assigned the name of a fellow student randomly and they
exchange baskets, or the teacher finds a creative way to keep things
anonymous.

This exchange might sound like an innocent and fun way to celebrate
the holiday, but the practice can be devastating for some children who
can’t afford to go all out.

In my kindergarten, some packages were so big and heavy – stuffed
with anything from homemade pralines to amusement park vouchers and
toys worth hundreds of dollars – that parents had to carry them into the
classroom themselves. The truly over-the-top parents would even
include “small” presents for the receiving child’s parents, like a “mod-
est” bottle of Moet or vouchers to the local spa.

I will never forget the look on my fellow kindergartner’s face when he

was unfortunate enough to receive my mishloach manot. He was so dis-
appointed by the leanness of my poor basket, which contained merely
hamantaschen, some bonbons and a slice of cake, that he burst into tears. 

I was so ashamed. Luckily the exchange was anonymous, but I knew
very well why he was crying.

It was because of me. Because my basket was small and ugly. Because
I was poor.

Breaking into tears myself, I demanded to go back home to my mom,
who couldn’t do much to console me. She knew what had happened
before I even opened my mouth. After all, she was the one who tried to
improvise a punnet from an already empty pantry.

Ironically, to fulfill a ritual meant to give dignity to the poor, my moth-
er had to go through the same shame she felt when sending me without
a sandwich to school or to birthday parties without a present.

I didn’t go back to kindergarten for two weeks. I couldn’t bear the
humiliation.

My case was not an isolated incident, but part of a growing trend that
completely misses the original intention of the commandment. Much like
Purim costumes themselves, the mishlochei manot mitzvah has spiraled
out of control.

Many of my friends who are now parents are horrified just thinking
about how much money they will have to invest in “proper” Purim bas-
kets for school and friends.

Turning this initially humble tradition into an extravagant spectacle is
not only offensive but harmful.

Instead of increasing friendship or showing concern for the poor,
mishlochei manot have turned into a flashy beauty pageant meant to
attest to the qualities of the sender much more than the delight of the
receiver.

This was not what Maimonides stressed in the Mishneh Torah when he
wrote that “one should rather spend more money on gifts to the poor than
on his Purim banquet and presents to his friends.” If one thing is certain,
shaming the penurious was never part of
the plan. Continued on next page.
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Books

How Israel welcomed Jews from Arab lands – as spies
By EMILY BURACK

(JTA) – At the beginning of his new book,
Matti Friedman writes that “time spent with old
spies is never time wasted.” When he went to
meet Isaac Shoshan in his suburban Tel Aviv
home, Friedman had no idea what to expect – but
knew it might be good.

“He was a really old guy who came up to my
shoulders,” Friedman tells the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency. “He told me a story about 1948 that I had
never heard before; it took me a few meetings to
figure out what he was telling me. From there I
was led to other sources, recently declassified
files and some oral testimonies that had been
recorded by other participants in the Arab
Section.”

The result?
“Spies of No Country: Secret Lives at the Birth

of Israel,” which tells the captivating tale of
Israel’s first spies, young Jewish men originally
from Arab countries who could slip across borders undetected. They were
part of the “Arab Section” of the Palmach, Israel’s prestate force that would
turn into the Israel Defense Forces.

“Spies of No Country” follows Isaac’s story, alongside those of three
other men: Gamliel Cohen, Havakuk Cohen and Yakuba Cohen. They
weren’t related – Cohen is a common last name – yet they all shared the
experience of being Mizrahi Jews in a country where the majority of Jews
had roots in Eastern Europe.

As Friedman explains, “In the Zionist movement in those years – we’re
talking about pre-1948 – almost everyone is European or Eastern
European. Nine out of every 10 Jews were of European descent. The com-
munity of Jews who came from Islamic communities was marginal; they
didn’t seem like Jews. These people spoke Arabic – they had a different
kind of Judaism. And the Zionist movement didn’t know what to make of
them. Sometimes they were considered really interesting and exotic, but
[most] times they’re disregarded and pushed aside.”

In the nascent world of Israeli intelligence, in a country in which
Mizrahim still complain of discrimination, the book’s heroes saw their
identity as Arab Jews respected for the first time.

“The very thing that makes these guys marginal – their Arab identities –
becomes their ticket into the holy of holies, the Palmach,” Friedman says.

Friedman, a journalist and New York Times op-ed contributor, was born
in Toronto and now lives in Jerusalem. Between 2006 and 2011, he was a
reporter and editor for The Associated Press in Jerusalem. His first book,
“The Aleppo Codex,” told the tale of an ancient Bible manuscript that
ended up in a cave in Aleppo, Syria, and his second, “Pumpkinflowers,”
narrates his experience as part of a group of Israeli soldiers responsible for
holding a remote outpost in Southern Lebanon in the 1990s.

“Spies of No Country” chronicles the experiences of undercover agents
in various Arab communities in the lead-up to Israel’s War of Independence
in 1948. After Israel’s founding, it shifts to Beirut, Lebanon, where the men
pose as Palestinian refugees.

As Friedman writes, “In retrospect, we understand that our men had
found their way into one of the only corners of the Zionist movement
where their identity was valued.” Double identity, he argues convincingly,
has always been a part of life for Jews. But particularly for Arab Jews.

“That was their secret weapon,” Friedman says in the interview. “The
people who set up the Arab Section were British, and they understand that
ethnic impersonation is impossible. A lot of British officers had been
undercover in Greece during the war; they could fool the Germans, but
never fool the Greeks. That was really hard to pull off! But the Jews in
Palestine offered this incredible opportunity. Jews had people who could
pass for anything you want: Polish, German, Arab – because Jews had
these double identities. That’s what makes them such good spies, and
explains the success of Israeli intelligence in the early years of the state.”

Yet they refused to call themselves agents or spies, Friedman explains.
“Instead, they chose a peculiar word, one that exists in Hebrew and Arabic

but has no parallel in English. The word, mista’arvimin Hebrew, or mus-
ta’aribinin Arabic, translates as ‘ones who become like Arabs,’” he says.

“Mista’arvim comes from something much deeper. It is actually rooted in
the lives of Jews in Arab countries. In Aleppo, for example, there are two
Jewish communities. One calls itself Sephardic, the Sephardim, they were
expelled from Spain in 1492. And the second one has always been in
Aleppo; before Islam, before Christianity. They adopt Arabic, and Arabic
culture: mista’arvim.”

The term is still used today in Israel. (Friedman points to “Fauda,” the hit
Israeli TV show available on Netflix, where the Arabic-speaking under-
cover commandos are the perfect example of modern-day mista’arvim.)

As we follow their story, from training to exploits undercover to their
return to Israel, we get to know the four men. Gamliel, from Damascus,
was the first agent sent abroad and poses as a store owner in Beirut.
Yakuba, the only one of the four born in Jerusalem, was “fiery and resis-
tant to discipline.” Havakuk, from Yemen, dies at age 24; Friedman dedi-

cates the book to him.
And there’s Isaac, whom we get to know the

best. We learn about Isaac’s complex relation-
ship with Georgette, a local girl in Beirut; and
about his training; and about his return to Israel
in 1950. One passage is particularly striking –
about Isaac recalling the Muslim ritual wash-
ing, or wudu.

“All of this was so deeply in Isaac’s mind that
he could go through the wudu for me in his
kitchen seventy years later – hands, mouth,
nostrils, face – and then begin the prayers, as if
he’d been at mosque that morning,” Friedman
writes.

Friedman points out they didn’t go to spy
school and had very rudimentary training –
there was no Mossad, no state and the Arab
Section was “very ad hoc.” Friedman writes
about how the men learned Muslim prayers, the
local figures of speech, and how they practiced

in Arab markets in mixed cities like Jerusalem and Haifa.
“It’s hard to remember, from 2019, how improvised and chaotic [it all

was]. No one knew the state was going to be founded in 1948. One thing I
love about the story,” Friedman says, “is the unpreparedness. They were
winging it!”

And because they were winging it, the story takes a darker turn: half of
the Arab Section was caught and executed.

Friedman believes “Spies of No Country” is the “anti-Mossad story.”
Why?

“In the world of spy mythology, there is some great operation that shifts
the course of events,” he says. “In the real world, spies don’t understand
what is going on. They’re very flawed characters moving in the shadows,
and their role in the events is ambiguous. [It’s] not like they blow some-
thing up and the war changes.”

The Arab Section men were “a lot of young guys who don’t know what
they’re doing,” which Friedman believes is a more authentic spy story than
what people are led to believe by pop culture.

But that doesn’t mean Friedman doesn’t love classic spy stories: His
favorite is John le Carre’s “Tinker Tailor Soldier Spy,” because it is “an
incredible spy novel with a complicated plot that fits together perfectly.”

Overall, Friedman hopes people take away one fundamental idea from
“Spies of No Country”: To understand Israel, we must think of it as a
Middle Eastern country.

“We still come to Israel with these very European stories to understand its
formation,” like that of Theodor Herzl, the kibbutzim or the Holocaust, “but
they don’t explain Israel in 2019. You won’t get very far with these old sto-
ries because half of Jews come from the Islamic world. If we want to under-
stand Israel, we have to distance ourselves from stories about Europe.”

We need to find ways to ensure
this tradition is inclusive and ele-

vating.
This is why many stress that giving “matanot la’evyonim,” gifts or

donations to at least two poor people, is significantly more important than
mishloach manot.

“No joy is greater and more glorious than the joy of gladdening the
hearts of the poor,” Maimonides continues in his Mishneh Torah. “He
who gladdens the heart of these unhappy people imitates God, as it is
written: ‘I am … to revive the spirit of the humble, and to put heart into
the crushed’ (Isaiah 57:15).”

Sticking to the original values of mishloach manot and matanot la’evy-
onim means keeping it simple – but it also means making sure that every-
one participating in the celebrations can do so with dignity.

Sometimes, all that requires is an email or WhatsApp from the teacher
setting clear parameters and stressing that treats shouldn’t be over the
top. It could also mean asking parents in advance if they need help or
donations in order to make their kid’s own package, or setting a standard
list of a few items (a piece of fruit, a bar of chocolate and a couple of
hamantaschen, for example) that each basket should stick to.

It might be slightly embarrassing to bring the celebrations down to
earth, but it is hardly as soul-crushing as seeing your child heartbroken. 

We need to find ways to ensure that this and every Jewish tradition –
especially those involving children – can be done in an inclusive and ele-
vating way. Holidays and milestone events should be a time to celebrate
our values, not display our means.

More than I ever wanted to receive nice mishloach manot, I wanted the
person who received mine to be happy. Being attentive to our surround-
ings could have made my wish come true – and would be more in line
with the true commandment of this holiday. 

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Continued from previous page.

Matti Friedman’s newest book is 'Spies of No
Country: Secret Lives at the Birth of Israel.'
(Mary Anderson/Algonquin Books/via JTA)
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MARVIN KOHN
It is with great sorrow that we announce the passing

of Marvin Kohn, on February 20, 2019, in his 78th
year.

Marvin was born on October 19, 1940, and was
raised in the north end of Winnipeg. He attended St.
John’s High School and graduated from the University
of Manitoba School of Dentistry in 1963; he went on to
practice dentistry for 50 years. On September 5, 1965,
he married Penny Dozar.

Known for his great sense of humour and his passion
for the game of golf, he was well loved by his family
and many friends; he will be missed by all who knew
him.

Marvin was predeceased by his parents, Sam and
Shaindel Kohn, and by his brother, Sheldon Kohn. He
is survived by Penny, his wife of 53 years, daughter
Karen, son Sammy (Sara), and the loves of his life, his
3 grandchildren, Julia, Joshua, and Jolie. Also survived
by his sister, Miriam Bronstein, sisters-in-law Faigie
Greaves, Marsha Dozar, and Sheila Katz (Don), as well
as many nieces and nephews.

Funeral service was held on Friday, February 22,
2019, at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

Thanks to the wonderful nurses on the 3rd floor of
CancerCare.

In Marvin’s honour, donations can be made to:
CancerCare Manitoba Foundation

for Leukemia Research
Rm 0N1160

675 McDermot Avenue
Winnipeg, MB R3E 0V9

MARK ALAN BERNSTEIN
Born Dec. 1, 1926 in Winnipeg

Died Feb. 25, 2019 in Loulé, Portugal
Beloved father of Sandra, Tamara and Mariam

Bernstein. Loving Zaida to Miranda and Cinna Baran.
Predeceased by his soul-mate, wife and partner of sixty
years, Zita Bernstein, his parents Sara and J. Maurice
Bernstein, and his dearly loved sister, Babs Asper.
Survived by nieces/nephews David Asper (Ruth), Gail
Asper (Michael Paterson) and Leonard Asper (Susan)
along with the many members of his large extended
family; Zita’s relatives, with whom he enjoyed a par-
ticularly close relationship; Joan Baragar, his friend
and companion of recent years; and the many friends
around the world with whom he maintained frequent
contact and about whom he cared deeply.

A proud graduate of Queen’s University’s depart-
ment of engineering chemistry, Mark spent most of his
working life in the family business, Phillips Paint
Products, which he bought from his father and uncle in
1968. His long career, first in the lab and later manage-
ment, was marked by both technical excellence and
unwavering integrity. Many of his employees worked
with him for decades; he was respected for his business
acumen, and loved for the genuine care he had for those
with whom he worked. He served as the president of the
Canadian Paint Manufacturers’ Association, among
other volunteer positions in his industry.

Mark felt a strong bond with the Jewish community
both in Winnipeg and in Israel. He supported projects
from the Rady JCC in Winnipeg to Magen David
Adom in Israel and served on the board of Technion
Canada. He loved travelling, especially to London,
Italy, and the Algarve, and cherished time spent at
Caddy Lake for over fifty years. A passionate sup-
porter of the arts, he frequently attended concerts, plays
and operas. He read voraciously and widely almost to
the end of his life, displaying remarkable intellectual
acuity that belied his age. His marvelous sense of
humour, no-nonsense approach to life, and the great
wisdom he acquired in his life will be sorely missed by
all who knew him.

The family wishes to thank Mark’s doctors and
nurses, notably Dr. Alexander Singer and Michelle
Allard in Winnipeg, and all the caring staff at the
Hospital de Loulé; as well as all the aides who helped
him so much in the difficult final phase of his life, with
particular mention of Valerie Pohl, Mikko Ignacio, and
Ola Adeyemi, who were with him from the beginning
of his decline.

Mark’s funeral was held on March 4, 2019. Pallbear-
ers were David, Gail, Max and Ruth Asper, Sam Brask,
Murray Palay, Jonathan Paterson and Michael Shnier.
Honorary pallbearers were Leonard Asper, Per Brask,
Michael Paterson, and Michael Susser.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations may be made
to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, designated for
the Mark Bernstein 90th Birthday Youth Enrichment
Fund at the Jewish Child & Family Services in Winni-
peg; The Mark A. Bernstein (Science ’48) Prize in
Engineering Chemistry at Queen’s University at King-
ston; or the charity of your choice.

LARSEN
2X3

SHIRLEY GARFINKEL (Kasloff)
Born  July 23, 1927 in

Winnipeg, passed away
peacefully at The
Shaftesbury Retirement
Residence on February 28,
2019. She was predeceased
by her brother Zack and
her sister Sarah. She is sur-
vived by her loving hus-
band Irvin; daughter Reesa

(Jerry); son Harvey (Lee); grandchildren Elke (Noah),
Ilana, Alex, Ava, and Max; and great grandchild Harley.

Shirley was a kind, gentle, and caring person who
was always interested in others, both their accomplish-
ments and wellbeing. She especially cherished her
family which for her not only included parents, sib-
lings, children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren
but also nieces, nephews, great nieces, and great neph-
ews. Shirley was a wonderful homemaker and a great
role model. She had a contagious smile and great sense
of humour. She leaves behind a legacy of strong values
and commitment to her traditions and heritage.

Services were held March 3, 2019 at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. Pallbearers were Alex and Max
Garfinkel, Noah Jablow, Hart Stitz, Adam and Ian
Kasloff. Honorary pallbearers included Jerry Webb,
Sheldon Golumbia, Jerry Niznick, Ted Kasloff, and
Martin Vine. A special thank you to Shirley’s caregivers
Elena, Trina, Nancy, Rowena, and Luz.

In Shirley’s memory, donations can be made to a
charity of your choice. 
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In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

ABE
EARN

who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II

In loving memory of

— Lovingly remembered by their children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

JOSEPHINE
EARN

who passed away
May 7, 2016

29 days in Nissan

3rd Yahrzeit

CLARA STEINBERG
Clara Steinberg

(Spigelman) peacefully
passed away on March 3,
2019 at The Simkin Center.
She is survived by her chil-
dren Michael (Joanne),
Lawrence and Deborah
Aronstam (Peter), her
grandchildren Daniel
(Diana), Hayley, Ashley,
Julie, Jonathan, Lauren and
her great-grandchildren

Damon and Romy, numerous nephews and nieces and
great nephews and nieces, and her dear sister Shirley
Book. She was predeceased by her parents, Moishe and
Esther Spigelman, her brother Irvin Spigelman and her
husband Abram (Sonny) Steinberg.

Clara was born on April 19, 1922 in Roblin, Mani-
toba and moved to Winnipeg as a teenager with her
family. Clara married in 1947 and raised her family on
Waterloo Street. She was blessed by a truly amazing
circle of friends who, with Sonny, shared her interests
in playing bridge (at which she excelled), golf (not so
much), and attending plays at MTC. She derived spe-
cial pleasure from years of attending WSO concerts.
She maintained a traditional Kosher home, preparing
fabulous meals for family and friends. The Jewish
holidays and observance of Shabbat were especially
important to her. Her “first day” Rosh Hashanah
brunches were legendary. Clara was a life member of
Hadassah-WIZO. She enjoyed travelling with her hus-
band and friends to many foreign lands, and, for several
years, loved spending summers at the family cottage at
Falcon Lake and winters in Palm Springs, California.

It was during her time while in residence at The
Simkin Center that Clara’s gentleness shone. She never
spoke an unkind word to any staff member or resident
and had a smile for all. She appreciated a story or joke
at any time and always had a sparkle in her eyes.

A graveside service was held at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on March 6, 2019. Pallbearers were Messrs.
Daniel Steinberg, Jonathan Aronstam, Leon Pincovitch,
Sheldon Rosenstock, Joel Remis and Dr. Brian Book.
The family appreciates the loving care provided to
Clara by all of The Simkin Centre nurses, aides and
staff over the past few years and wishes to especially
thank Clara’s companion Sonia for treating Clara with
dignity and compassion.

In recognition of the vital service it provides to the
community, the family asks that donations in Clara’s
memory be made to The Saul and Claribel Simkin
Centre, 1 Falcon Ridge Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba
Canada R3Y 1V9 (Phone: (204) 589-9027;
aviva.tabac@simkincentre.ca) or to a charity of your
choice.
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In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FRED DEVERE

who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MARCH  27

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM (Simon)
GREENFELD

who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away
November 4, 2003

10 days in Cheshvan

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

SYLVIA  KNAZAN
who passed away
March 27, 2011

21 days in Adar II

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM MINUK

who passed away
March 26, 2014

24 Days in Adar II
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HINDA RITTER

who passed away
April 3, 2016

24 days in Adar 2
– Forever in our hearts
Beth, Bobby, Zach, Karlene,
Jessica & Stefanie

In loving memory of
JACK WILDER

who passed away
March 5, 1978

26 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
41st Yahrzeit

everlasting
2X3

Comment

Trump’s tough love is exactly what
Israelis and Palestinians need

By DAVID BROG
WA S H I N G T O N

(JTA) – On March 4,
the United States
closed its consulate in
Jerusalem and merged
it with the new U.S.
Embassy. This con-
sulate long served as a
de facto American
embassy to the
Palestinians. Thus its
closure was widely
interpreted as a downgrading of our relations with the Palestinians and a
blow to the peace process.

This is hardly the first time that President Donald Trump has been
accused of taking radical steps that will do irreparable harm to prospects
for Israeli-Palestinian peace. Similar criticism followed his decision to rec-
ognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and move our embassy there. He was
likewise castigated when his administration cut aid to UNRWA, the United
Nations agency that delivers relief and education to Palestinian refugees,
and the Palestinian Authority.

It’s true that Trump’s actions break with America’s longstanding
approach to this conflict. It’s also true that his moves have created short-
term turbulence in our relations with the Palestinians.

But those who believe that Trump’s policy makes an Israeli-Palestinian
deal less likely fail to recognize the true obstacle to such a deal. Far from
obstructing the peace process, Trump’s actions may well be the radical
therapy necessary to finally move this process forward.

From the beginning, the main force driving this conflict has been the
Palestinian rejection of Israel’s right to exist in any size, shape or form.

This doesn’t mean that all Israelis are doves. Yet despite very real inter-
nal dissent, the Jews have offered to share this contested land with the
Arabs of Palestine on five separate occasions: 1937, 1947, 1967, 2000 and
2008. Even the smallest of these offers would have recognized a
Palestinian state in all of Gaza, over 94 percent of the West Bank and Arab
eastern Jerusalem.

The Palestinians rejected every single offer. In three of these instances
the rejection was quite violent. In 1947, the Palestinians launched a war to
destroy the nascent Jewish state. And in 1937 and 2000, they waged
extended terrorist campaigns against Israeli civilians that resulted in hun-
dreds of civilian deaths.

Little has changed in the interim. Until this day, the supposedly moder-
ate Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas provides rich finan-
cial rewards (and a powerful incentive) to any of his citizens who go to jail
for murdering Israelis.

How does one explain this iron wall of rejection? Quite simply, it’s the
logical outcome of refusing to recognize the Jewish connection to Israel
and any Jewish rights that flow from it, as the Palestinian leadership has
consistently done.

When Yasser Arafat told President Bill Clinton that he doubted there was
ever a Jewish temple in Jerusalem, he was denying this Jewish connection
and negating the Jewish claim. When Abbas said that Jesus was a
Palestinian or warns that Jews must never “defile” the Temple Mount with
their “filthy feet,” he is denying the Jewish connection and negating the
Jewish claim.

Given this reality, there’s no reason to believe that yet another Israeli offer
would be met with anything but another Palestinian rejection. Continuing
our policy of accommodating, excusing and even encouraging such rejec-
tionism is unlikely to stop it. Only bold moves to challenge this denial of
Jewish roots and rights in Israel offers some hope of changing this long
standing status quo – which is exactly what President Trump has been doing.

When Trump recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, he made the power-
ful statement that the greatest power on earth recognizes the Jewish connec-
tion to this city. When the Trump administration refused to continue sending
payments to a government that rewards the murder of Israelis, it made clear
that we will no longer subsidize and excuse Palestinian terror. And when
Trump shut down our consulate in Jerusalem, he ensured that American
diplomats will no longer contradict or blunt these long overdue messages.

There are some encouraging things happening in Palestinian society:
Palestinian entrepreneurs are building high-tech businesses. Ramallah is
developing into a dynamic urban center. Many young Palestinians finally
seem more interested in looking forward in hope than looking back in anger.

Yet Palestinian society is still saddled with the same corrupt leaders who
have consistently chosen violence over compromise.

Trump’s moves have no doubt angered this aging terrorist class. But by
challenging both their tactics and their propaganda like no president before
him, Trump is finally creating an opening for this rising generation to
acknowledge Jewish claims, reject terror and choose a better future.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

U.S. President Donald Trump and 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu



Longtime broadcaster and key organizer of Y and Rady JCC 
sports dinner Ernie Nairn to be honoured by Rady JCC

By BERNIE BELLAN

A
nyone who followed Harvey Rosen’s writing
over the years would have come to know that
Harvey relied upon a great many sources when

he wrote his column, but no one had ever been a
greater source of information than Ernie Nairn.

A sportscaster for over 30 years, Ernie might best be
known among members of Winnipeg’s Jewish com-
munity for the indispensable contribution he has made
to what was formerly known as the YMHA Sports
Dinner and which is now known as the Rady Jewish
Community Centre Ken Kronson Sports Dinner.

In recognition of Ernie’s vast contribution to the
Jewish sports community, the Rady JCC will be cre-
ating something known as the Ernie Nairn Media
Wing.

For the past 46 years Ernie has served as Publicity,
Marketing & Media Relations Chair for the dinner.
The dinner has “raised well over $1 million dollars in
the past three years alone, for children’s and senior
citizens and summer camp programs and also assists
in purchasing recreational equipment for the Rady JCC. Over the past 45
years the annual dinner has raised in excess of $12 million!”

In his time with the sports dinner Ernie has been responsible for arrang-
ing all the media sponsorships for press, radio and television, as well as
contracting and negotiating the advertising campaigns for all media plat-
forms each year

Not only that, it was Ernie’s idea to start naming a Jewish Athlete of the
Year. Ernie conducts the vote each year and produces the Athlete of the
Year video shown at the sports dinner that recognizes top Jewish athletes
in Manitoba.

In addition to his work with the sports dinner, Ernie
Nairn, along with Larry Fleisher, organized the first
group of Manitoba athletes to participate in the
Maccabiah Games in Israel, back in the 1980s. In
1983 Ernie had been in Israel to produce a documen-
tary for the local CBC supper hour show, “24 Hours”,
about the Maccabiah Games. He was approached by a
group from Toronto to “raise some money” to help
send some Jewish athletes to Israel from Manitoba for
the 1985 Maccabiah Games. Among the athletes who
eventually went to Israel were judoka Mark Berger
(who won a gold medal at those games) and Ernie’s
son, Richard (who competed on the Canadian men’s
soccer team). In subsequent years Earl Barish took
over responsibility for organizing Manitoba’s
Maccabiah Games contingent.

Ernie Nairn has had a long career in broadcasting, in
both the United States and Canada. He began his
career at KILO Radio in Grand Forks in the late
1950s. Later he worked in Calgary and Brandon
before moving back to his hometown Winnipeg in

1964, when he joined the CBC. He was transferred to Regina for two years
from 1966-68, but then came back to Winnipeg, where he ended up work-
ing again for CBC Winnipeg until his retirement in 1992.

During his tenure as a broadcaster Ernie received many accolades for his
abilities. In 1986 he was nominated for and won the ACTRA Foster Hewitt
Award as Canada’s best sportscaster that year for a series of profiles he
wrote and produced on Manitoba’s top amateur athletes. Those profiles
were aired on the suppertime news show “24 Hours”.

In addition to his long career in broadcasting and volunteer work in the
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Jewish community, Ernie has vol-
unteered his time in a variety of

sports-related fields. One of his proudest achievements was in helping to
bring the 1999 Pan American Games to Winnipeg. From 1990-1994 he
served as the Volunteer Chair, Media/Broadcasting Division for those
games. Ernie “wrote, researched and prepared the Media/Broadcast section
of the bid proposal and did all the planning that dealt with media and broad-
cast services.” In 1994, when Winnipeg won the right to host the 1999
Games, Ernie was a member of the Winnipeg delegation in Ecuador, and
was also able to “satellite the news back to Canada that Winnipeg had won
the right to host the 1999 Pan-American Games.”

Some of Ernie’s other contributions to the Manitoba sports community
include: 

• Serving as MC for the annual Sports Manitoba “Sports Hall of Fame
Induction Dinner” for 20 years

• Serving as Volunteer Co-Chair of the Canada Day Poster Challenge for
Manitoba on behalf of Heritage Canada from 1996 until 2002.

• Assisting Winnipeg Goldeyes owner Sam Katz in his bid for a Triple
“A” baseball franchise by preparing the video presentation for league meet-
ings in Chicago. This video was subsequently used to win a franchise in the
Northern League.

In recognition of his service to the community, Ernie has been presented
with the Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Medal not just once, but twice. In 2002
he was recommended for the honour by then-Premier Gary Doer and, in
2012, he was recommended by then-Federal MP Steven Fletcher - this time
for Ernie’s work in growing the Assiniboia Chamber of Commerce. (of
which he was Executive Director from 2007-2015.)

In looking back over his long career, both as a professional broadcaster
and outstanding volunteer on so many different occasions, Ernie places
particular value on his long friendship with the late Ken Kronson.

“I got to know Ken playing football against him when we were in high
school,” Ernie says. (Ernie attended Gordon Bell High School, by the way.)
Later, when Ken Kronson asked Ernie to come on board in helping to orga-
nize the very first Y Sports Dinner in 1973, Ernie recalls meeting in “the
little board room beside (former YMHA Executive Director) Les Marks’
office in the YMHA.

“Look at where it (the Ken Kronson Rady JCC Sports Dinner) is at now,”
Ernie says. He notes that not only has the dinner grown in size and prestige
to the point where it is considered the finest dinner of its type in Western
Canada, the recognition that it has conferred on Jewish athletes over the
years has elevated the status of the Jewish athletic community to much
higher levels than used to be the case.

Ernie is particularly proud of his two children: son Richard, who is
Executive Vice President of Communications and Broadcasting for the
Arizona Coyotes (after having moved to Phoenix in 1996 following the
sale of the Winnipeg Jets to Richard Burke); and daughter Shannon, who
lives in Minneapolis and is a teacher at Temple Israel there. Ernie notes that
both his kids went to Ramah Hebrew School and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate.

Still wanting to keep active in broadcasting - this time as a volunteer,
Ernie serves on the Board of Directors of CJNU - 93.7 FM. He also hosts
a show once a week on Friday afternoons on that station. (When you hear
him, his voice sounds almost the same for anyone who remembers Ernie
broadcasting late night sports on CBC Television for many years.)

When I asked Ernie what has driven him to give so much of himself,
especially to the Jewish community every year with the sports dinner, he
answers simply: “It’s just a matter of contributing to my community.”
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he is on a plane and
finds that his nemesis
(whom he hasn’t
crossed paths with in
years) is on the same
flight – in first class.
Unable to take it any-
more, he jumps from
the plane to his
death. Shortly after,
the plane crashes and
all on board are killed
and go to heaven
whereas the poor shlump who jumped ends up in hell.

Steven Schipper reminisces
Heaven for Steven Schipper has been working as a theatre director for

the past 46 years. Addressing a crowd of about 50 – quite possibly the
best- attended presentation at Limmud this year – the soon-to-be-retired
artistic director of the RMTC recounted his beginnings and some of the
highlights of his life in the theatre.

It was as a student at McGill that he was bit by the acting bug. He
recalled - with humour – his early reviews and soon decided that his true
calling was behind the scenes rather than front and centre.

“I believe that plays are the most effective way to bring about peace in
the world,” he said. “A play ought to tell a story involving conflict and
resolution. It should be a simulation of real life. It should be an expres-
sion of the human condition.

“My view is that a play only happens when the artists and the audience
come together in a theatre to share acts of imagination. The quality of the
play is determined by the quality of the audience. It doesn’t matter
whether the theatre is the main stage at the RMTC or at an
outdoor venue at a summer camp. Everything that comes
before is prelude.”

He added that he believes that plays happen in the
moment. Acting happens in the moment. The actor sounds
most authentic when he reacts to the situation as it unfolds
on stage.

Schipper accredited the success of the RMTC to a team
effort uniting the artists (including the support personnel
behind the scenes) and the members of the audience. Team
members also include the stage designers, craftspeople
and the house and box office staff,  who all work to pre-
pare the audience to be in the best possible frame of mind.

He noted that over the past 60 years, the RMTC has set
a high standard for great plays to be performed in front of
a sophisticated audience.

He also pointed out that a sense of loving consideration
for others permeates the RMTC productions. “It’s all
about the actors onstage helping each other,” he noted. On
stage at the RMTC, you will never see, for example, an
actor picking up a chair to use for himself.” 

Schipper expressed his gratitude to local psychiatrist
Michael Eleff for helping him – in 1991 - to see the deep
truth in “Romeo and Juliet” – families coming together in
the face of unimaginable tragedy – and in many other
plays over the years.

When asked about his decision to retire at this time, he
replied that he determined his retirement date several years
before. “What I envisaged,” he recounted, “was spending
winters in Israel and summers at our cottage at the lake.
Terri (his wife) however has other ideas.”

So, Steven and Terri will be relocated to Brampton,
Ontario, where he will be the executive artistic director of
the Rose Theatre. The couple are keeping their home in
Winnipeg though.
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Continued from
page 13.

STEVEN SCHIPPER with Limmud 
co-ordinator JUDI SHUSTER
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Chabad invites you to join us  
for a warm interactive Passover Seder. 
Relive the exodus, discover the  
eternal meaning of the Haggadah,  
and enjoy a community Seder  
complete with hand-baked Matzah,  
wine, and a wonderful dinner  
spiced with unique  
traditional customs.

PASSOVER 
SEDER

CO
MMUNITY

FRIDAY, 
APRIL 19TH 
STARTING 8:30 P.M.
AT THE JEWISH LEARNING CENTRE 

OPEN TO EVERYONE | FAMILY SEATING 
CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

Couvert: Adult (13+) $18 • Child (2-12) $12 • Infant (under 2) FREE!
No one will be turned away for lack of ability to pay.

Generously hosted by Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt

To RSVP and for more information, please visit  
CHABADWINNIPEG.ORG or call 204-339-8737


