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Is the way the CMHR tells the story of one
tragic incident during Israel’s war with
Hamas in 2008-09 lacking in context? 

By BERNIE BELLAN 
(originally posted to 

jewishpostandnews.ca  Mar. 21)
It began with a casual conversa-

tion with a friend, University of
Manitoba Professor Irwin
Lipnowski, at the Asper Campus a
couple of weeks ago.

He asked me whether I had seen
an exhibit at the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights that referred to
Israel and Hamas. I said that I had
been to the museum several times
but hadn’t seen anything about that.
Irwin said that he had been told by
fellow U of M professor Dr. Haskel
Greenfield (also acting head of the Judaic
Studies Department) that one of the exhibits
was lacking in context in how it tells the story
of a Palestinian physician (Dr. Izzeldin
Abuelaish, who lost three daughters and a
niece during an Israeli operation in Gaza
known as Operation Cast Lead in 2009). Irwin
went on to tell me  how angry Haskel  was over
how the CMHR was presenting this particular
story.

Here is what Haskel wrote to me, when I
asked him what it was about the exhibit that he
found so upsetting: “It was a disgusting one
sided portrayal of a complex situation. It com-
pletely ignored the fact that Hamas used yards

and roofs of resi-
dences and
schools and hos-
pitals to launch
their missiles.
The Palestinian
family portrayed
was a tragic
example of col-
lateral damage in
a war started by
their Hamas gov-
ernment. I spoke
to the man who
was explaining
the exhibit to visi-

tors and was appalled by his total lack of
knowledge of the incident and the larger con-
text.”

I decided to take a look at the exhibit myself
and contacted the media relations department
of the CMHR. I asked where I could find the
exhibit in question. Louise Waldman (who, as
a matter of fact, used to write for The Jewish
Post & News), a media spokesperson for the
CMHR, responded:

“In terms of Museum content, we have an
exhibit in the Rights Today gallery that fea-
tures the story of Palestinian doctor Izzeldin
Abuelaish, who became a human rights

Report: Israel warned Brussels about airport security
(JTA) -- Israel report-

edly warned Belgian
officials several weeks
ago about inadequate
security at Brussels'
Zaventem Airport.

The warning came
from Israeli officials
charged with evaluat-
ing security standards
at airports that operate
flights to Tel Aviv,
Israel's Channel 2
reported Wednesday.
The Israelis found
"significant shortcomings" at the airport, which was the scene of two dead-
ly bomb explosions on Tuesday.

Those bombings, and a third at a Brussels subway station, have thus far
claimed 31 lives and injured 300. The Islamic State group, or ISIS, claimed
responsibility.

The Channel 2 report is one of several to emerge since the attacks that
have raised questions about Belgium's defenses against terrorism. On
Wednesday, authorities announced that two of the brothers suspected in the
attacks had criminal backgrounds and ties to ISIS and the perpetrators of
the terrorist attacks in Paris in November. Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan said one of the brothers had been detained in his country as a for-
eign terrorist fighter in June and deported back to Europe.

Neither brother had been under Belgian surveillance.

photo of a clip from an interac-
tive display at the CMHR 

featuring Palestinian doctor
IZZELDIN ABUELAISH

(You can see a complete 
video of the display on

www.jewishpostandnews.ca.)

Continued on page 7. See “CMHR”.

TORONTO (JTA) -- The expected appointment
of a Canadian law professor seen as strongly anti-
Israel to a top U.N. position is coming under fire.

Jewish groups and Canada's main opposition
party say Michael Lynk, who was expected to be
confirmed Thursday as the Human Rights
Council's special rapporteur on the Palestinian ter-
ritories, has exhibited a long-held and public anti-
Israel bias. The council was expected to accept
the appointment without a vote.

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs said
Lynk, a law professor at Western University in
Ontario, "has been significantly involved in anti-Israel advocacy in
Canada." The group cited Lynk signing anti-Israel petitions, calling for
Israel to be prosecuted for war crimes, accusing Israel of ethnic cleansing,
addressing conferences promoting one state, and serving as a leader of a
group that promotes Israel Apartheid Week.

"We strongly denounce the appointment of Michael Lynk to this role,"
said Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO of CIJA. "Despite the specific require-
ment that candidates for the position demonstrate impartiality and objec-
tivity, Mr. Lynk has a long record of involvement with anti-Israel initiatives
and has repeatedly made public statements that demonstrate hostility
towards Israel."

CIJA called on the government of Canada to object to the appointment.
So did B'nai Brith Canada, which said Lynk will be assuming "the man-

tle of chief propagandist for some of the world’s worst human rights vio-
lators." The group said Lynk has "a long history of comparing Israel to the
Nazis and promoting anti-Israel campaigns," adding that the Human Rights
Council "has demonstrated its intent to continue its ongoing agenda of
demonizing the world's only Jewish state."

Friends of Simon Wiesenthal Center expressed "profound disappoint-
ment" at Lynk's nomination to the post, charging he has been heavily crit-
icized as a biased opponent of Israel who blamed the West for the 9/11
attacks.

In a statement, the Geneva-based UN Watch said the United Nations'
choice of "a manifestly partisan candidate — someone who three days after
9/11 blamed the West for provoking the attacks — constitutes a travesty of
justice and a breach of the world body’s own rules.

"Someone who accuses Israel of apartheid and openly seeks to disman-
tle the Jewish state is neither impartial nor objective," said Hillel Neuer,

executive director of UN Watch.
In a March 16 letter to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, Peter

Kent, the opposition Conservative Party's foreign affairs critic, called for
Lynk to be disqualified from consideration for the post.

"To avoid further embarrassment and controversy, while also ensuring
Israel is not unfairly targeted yet again by a U.N. body, this position must
be filled by a candidate with an objective voice," Kent wrote.

(For more on this story, including the complete text of MP Peter Kent’s
letter to Prime Minister Trudeau, go to page 14.)

Expected UN appointee has history of anti-Israel bias, Canadian Jewish groups say

Western University
law professor

MICHAEL LYNK

After the bombing at Brussels Airport
Tuesday, March 22

J e w i s h
Heritage
C e n t r e
launches
new exhibit on Winnipeg synagogues
also unveils plaque honouring Rabbi
Israel Isaac Kahanovitch
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Jewish National Fund will feature
Matisyahu The Band at the Negev Gala

2016, Centennial Concert Hall
The Jewish National Fund of Canada Manitoba/Saskatchewan Regional

Branch is thrilled to announce that Matisyahu, one of the biggest expo-
nents of  Hip Hop Reggae Music will be performing at this year’s Negev
Gala. This talented vocalist and his band will hit the stage at the Centennial
Concert Hall on Tuesday, May 31, 2016. Tickets are available now through
the Jewish National Fund at 204-947-0207 and online at jnfwinnipeg.ca.

“We are thrilled to present this world class artist to Winnipeg audiences,”
says Regional President Karla Berbrayer. “We know that his wide range of
appeal will draw new fans and have many singing his positive message of
peace long after the evening has concluded.”

Matisyahu has come a long way since recording his first album “Live at
Stubb” (2005) that peaked at number one on the Reggae Albums Chart. Its
single “King without a Crown” reached the number one position on the
Billboard Chart and has received more than 20 million visits on Youtube.
Since then, he has never stopped creating new songs, exceeding expecta-
tions and reinventing himself with each album. To date, Matisyahu has
recorded eight studio albums. Serious about his craft,  his diverse style has
garnered Grammy nominations, gold record certifications and a broad
audience. 

More than a decade after releasing his firt album, Matisyahu has formed
a band that truly gives itself over to the music on par with his lyrical desire
to connect with something beyond the self. No two performances of a song
are alike. At its most exultant moments the music becomes full-band
improvisation. Lyrics are rearranged on the spot to serve the energy of the
audience. What makes this music so engaging and unmatched is that
Matisyahu, a vocalist with no other instrument at his disposal, is an inte-
gral creative part in the improvisation.

Matisyahu was born Matthew Miller on June 30, 1979, in West Chester,
Pennsylvania, where he was raised as a Reconstructionist Jew. In 2001 he
joined the Chabad movement and got into the music scene in 2004 as a
bearded, beat-boxing, Hassidic star. In 2011, he distanced himself from
this Orthodox movement, shaving his beard and stating “no more Hassidic
reggae superstar”. Matisyahu continues to perform internationally and his
music still draws inspiration from Jewish religious sources.

Matisyahu and his band will take to the stage on Tuesday, May 31 at the
JNF’s annual Negev Gala, this year honouring Peter Leipsic. The funds
raised will be directed towards a shelter for victims of domestic violence
in Israel. To learn more about this project please click here: jnfwinnipeg.ca

For tickets, tribute and sponsorship opportunities call the JNF office
at 204-947-0207.

BDS movement just another form
of anti-Semitism says leading

human rights advocate
By MYRON LOVE

Internationally known
human rights activist David
Matas attends a lot of human
rights meetings worldwide and
hears a lot of talk about the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
The anti-Israel groups use the
language of human rights to
camouflage traditional anti-
Semitism.

“Basically,” he says, “the
anti-Israel activists charge
Israel with everything under
the sun and hope that some-
thing sticks.”

Speaking at a recent gather-
ing of Winnipeg Friends of
Israel, Matas delved into the
origins of the “Israel Apartheid” lie. It grew out of the United Nations
anti-Racism conference that was held in Durban, South Africa, in 2001
(which Matas attended). He notes that the conference quickly degenerat-
ed into an Israel-bashing session.

“Anti-Israel activists saw that the boycott of South Africa worked so
they are trying to use it against Israel – even though anyone can see that
Israel is nothing like South Africa,” Matas explained. “The (anti-Israel)
boycott, divestment and sanction (BDS) movement has been picking up
steam over the past 15 years. This BDS is just another attempt to go after
Israel.”

Matas noted that Western world universities are particularly vulnerable
to penetration by the BDS supporters. Professors can stand behind claims
of academic freedom while BDS supporters can proclaim their “freedom
of speech” to propagate the “big lie”.

The serious situation on campuses was further brought home by a
recent incident at the Canadian Mennonite University and a report deliv-
ered via Skype by a Jewish student activist for Israel at the University of
Minnesota.

Liora Eisenberg noted that last November, a University of Tel Aviv phi-
losophy professor known for his left wing views was scheduled to speak
at her university. “I got there a few minutes late and found a group of
about 30 students and adults blocking the entrance and screaming about
Palestine being free from the river to the sea. The objection to the pro-
fessor was that he was talking about saving lives.”

In February, she went on, an Israeli and a Palestinian zoologist were at
the university to talk about peaceful co-operation. The BDs activists
demonstrated against them, too.

At CMU, one of the members of Matas’ audience noted, an anti-Israel
activist was brought in to speak. When this individual and a friend iden-
tified themselves as members of Bridges for Peace (a pro-Israel Christian
Zionist group), they were told that they would not be allowed to ask the
speaker any questions.

“The speaker used a lot of obfuscation and misrepresentation,” he said.
“When she agreed to allow me one question, she was unable to answer it
and a number of CMU professors jumped to her defense.”

Another member of the audience reported that all she had to do was
unfurl an Israeli flag at the University of Manitoba to generate a torrent
of abuse from students and professors alike. 

Matas noted that there has been quite a bit of pushback against BDS of
late. A growing number of American states and some European countries
have recently passed legislation that would penalize any company boy-
cotting Israel. In Manitoba and Ontario, he said, there is legislation on the
books which makes it illegal to put labels on products from other coun-
tries (which is what the European Union is considering for Israeli prod-
ucts from the West Bank).

Nonetheless, the situation on many campuses makes student life very
uncomfortable for many Jewish students – even where they may not have
much interest in Israel, Matas pointed out. “The value of fighting BDS on
campus is that it can give students some comfort. And the most effective
way to do that is to work through the students. It is basically a matter of
standing up to bullies.”

He added that trying to create a dialogue with individuals who actively
support BDS is a “lost cause”. The focus, he said, should be on reaching
the uninformed and trying to inoculate them against the lies.”

Matas concluded by noting that anti-Semitism has been around for eons
and that anti-Zionism is just a modern manifestation of the “oldest
hatred”.

DAVID MATAS: “Basically, the
anti-Israel activists charge Israel
with everything under the sun and
hope that something sticks.”



Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada unveils plaque dedicated to former “chief rabbi” of
Western Canada, Israel Isaac Kahanovitch – also unveils new exhibit on Winnipeg synagogues 

By BERNIE BELLAN
It was a busy evening March 22nd, when the

Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
unveiled not just one – but two closely related
things: A plaque dedicated to the memory of the
late Rabbi Israel Isaac Kahanovitch, and an
exhibit on the history of Winnipeg synagogues.

Both projects were long in the planning,
explained former JHCWC President Dan Stone.
In the case of the Kahanovitch plaque, “the
impetus for the project was 10 years ago when
Parks Canada came to us and said not enough
people were being nominated” for recognition as
part of the Government of Canada’s system of
National Historical Sites of Canada. The
Historic Sites and Monuments Board of Canada
identifies and commemorates “nationally signif-
icant places, persons and events that make up the
rich tapestry of our cultural heritage”, according
to an information sheet that was handed out to
attendees at the March 22nd event.

Once the decision was made to honour Rabbi
Kahanovitch, the wheels of Ottawa’s vast
bureaucratic machine got moving. Historian
Jodi Giesbrecht (who is also Manager of
Research and Curation for the Canadian
Museum of Human Rights), was hired to do
research on Rabbi Kahanovitch. (Now how dif-
ficult would that have been, given the vast
amount of archival material that actually exists
within the JHCWC, not to mention the several
books that have already been written about the
history of the Jews of Manitoba?)

At the Tuesday evening event, we were also
treated to opening remarks (in both English and
French) by Ms. Heather MacDonald, Visitor
Experience Manager, Manitoba South Parks
Canada; Dr. Giesbrecht; and Dr. Jim Miller,
Saskatchewan Representative, Historic Sites and
Monuments Board of Canada. 

In addition to those bureaucrats, Mark Kantor,
President of the JHCWC, also welcomed audi-
ence members.

Before the actual unveiling of the enormous
plaque that was created to honour Rabbi
Kahanovitch (and here’s one of the great ironies
of the whole thing: When I asked representatives
of the JHCWC where the plaque is going to end
up, no one knew. Do you remember “Raiders of
the Lost Ark”, when the ark ends up being put
away in a vast government warehouse – likely
never to be seen again?)

Leaving aside my sarcasm for the moment, in
the background information given to audience
members about Rabbi Kahanovitch, it was noted
that he “transcended religious and secular Jewish
factions to become a community leader through-
out the Prairies, encouraging the growth of
Jewish educational, social and religious institu-
tions, such as Winnipeg’s Talmud Torah, for the
transmission of Jewish life and faith and the bet-
terment of his community…To support the
growing Jewish community, Kahanovitch
worked tirelessly to help found seniors’ homes
and orphanages…He embraced all types of
Jewish schools, believing that any form of
Jewish education was instrumental in promoting
an understanding of Jewish life and
beliefs…Additionally, Kahanovitch was
involved in the founding of the Canadian Jewish
Congress…and was a lifelong supporter of
Zionism.”

In her remarks, Dr. Jodi Giesbrecht also noted
that “for almost 40 years Rabbi Kahanovitch was
a major factor in both local and national Jewish
life. He tried to steer a course that would avoid
deep schisms within the Jewish community.”

Following the unveiling of the plaque by Rabbi
Kahanovitch’s own grandson, Phil Kahanovitch,
Dan Stone took the podium to describe the next
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ELAINE GOLDSTINE (left), Jewish
Federation CEO   and  SUSAN TURNER,
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
archivist, opening the new exhibit on
Winnipeg synagogues Tuesday, March 22.

Ner Elokim (Eternal Light),
from the House of Ashkenazie

(part of the exhibit on synagogues)

PHIL KAHANOVITCH (left), grandson of
the late Rabbi Israel Isaac Kahanovitch and
Dr. Jim Miller, representing the Federal
Government, unveiling the plaque dedicated
to Rabbi Kahanovitch.

Shaarey Zedek display at the synagogue exhibit

Continued on page 9. See “JHC”.



Short Takes
A few years back – before construction of the

Canadian Museum for Human Rights had even
begun – the topic that attracted the most contro-
versy surrounding the museum (aside from its
escalating costs), had to do with the amount of
space that was going to be devoted to the
Holodomor (the Ukrainian famine in the 1920s
that was deliberately precipitated by Josef
Stalin).

Because of the overt connection between the Asper family and the muse-
um, almost any criticism of the museum was filtered through the prism of
how much the Aspers’ Jewishness would colour the eventual content of the
CMHR. Accusations were hurled by critics of the museum that the
Holocaust was going to occupy too prominent a role  - at the expense of
other, if not equally deserving subjects,-at least ones that were deserving of
attention.

Over time many of the concerns of those critics were allayed – to the
point where the Holocaust gallery is but one of several galleries devoted to
various atrocities that have occurred throughout history.

At the same time though, once the museum went from becoming a pri-
vately funded building to one managed and controlled by the federal gov-
ernment, I wrote several times that I was worried that the museum was
going to become a monument to political correctness. When you have
politicians involved in the running of any institution you can be sure the
mandate of the bureaucrats in charge of that institution will be: “Offend no
one or, at the very least, try to shy away from anything that is the least bit
controversial. There are votes at stake here.”

Thus, when I became aware that one of the displays in the museum had
to do with the Palestine-Israel conflict (and I admit that, until I was made
aware of the display in question I had no idea it even existed), before I went
down to see the display, I said to myself: “Surely this is going to be so
innocuous as not to be all that controversial.” Nothing I had seen in the
museum in my previous trips there had aroused any deep concerns about
bias or one-sided presentation of any subject. Frankly, my impression of
the museum until now was that Izzy Asper would have bemoaned how
carefully the museum skirted any sort of real controversy. As a supremely
partisan defender of Israel and the Jewish people, I’ve always wondered
whether Izzy Asper would  have been satisfied with the final incarnation
that his dream ended up becoming.

But now, with the quite strong criticism leveled at the CMHR by Prof.
Haskel Greenfield (which you can read in the article beginning on page 1),
the inevitable dilemma faced by those responsible for the content of the
museum has been exposed: How can you fairly present diametrically
opposing points of view within an exhibit meant to discuss human rights?
As Haskel Greenfield notes in his response to Dr. Izzeldin Abuelaish’s
account of what happened to him during Operation Cast Lead in 2009
(when three of his daughters and a niece were killed by a stray shell fired
from an Israeli tank),  “My rights and that of my children were violated in

the summer of 2014
when we were subject-
ed to numerous missile
bombings by the
Hamas government
while we were in Israel.
My youngest has still
not fully recovered
from the awful experi-
ence of missiles
exploding and sirens
going off around him as
he searched for bomb
shelters. Where are
such stories depicted in
the museum - Not At
All!”

Now, to be fair to the
CMHR, if one were to
watch Dr. Abuelaish’s
presentation, which
concludes with a slide
showing the title of a
book written by Dr.
Abuelaish: “I Shall Not
Hate”, one might con-
clude that Dr.
Abuelaish is the very
model of someone who
is willing to forgive and
move on.

But, after reading
Haskel Greenfield’s

withering criticism of the CMHR – and how the exhibit featuring Dr.
Abuelaish is totally devoid of any context, I decided to do a little more
research on Dr. Abuelaish – to see whether he is quite the noble and for-
giving chap that he makes himself out to be.

I discovered two interesting things about Dr. Abuelaish: 1. He himself has
come in for severe criticism from his own fellow Palestinians for being a
traitor to the cause for even willing to consider “ending the hate”; and 2.
Dr. Abuelaish’s characterization of Israel in a 2014  article written for the
Globe & Mail is not quite as benign as one might expect from someone
who wants only to work for peace and “end the hate”.  The article was writ-
ten in the midst of “Operation Protective Edge” in the summer of 2014,
after Israel had borne the brunt of thousands of missiles raining down upon
her from Gaza.

Here is what Dr. Abuelaish wrote back then: “How much more killing,
suffering and pain can Israelis do and Palestinians endure. There have been
hundreds of strikes recently by Israel, with more than 50 innocent people
killed and 500 severely wounded. Gaza Strip is being bombarded. It is war
against women and children, who constitute 70 per cent of the Gaza Strip
population; it’s human genocide.” (emphasis mine)

“I feel anger and pain as history repeats itself. The blood of my three
daughters killed in 2009 did not dry, and the wound did not heal.

“For that we need the courage to admit we suffer from a disease that is
antithetical to respect, justice, and peace. Battles should be directed
against the occupation, which is the threat and enemy to all of us as –
Palestinians and Israelis.

“Israel’s leadership must be courageous and admit its failure to end the
conflict by military means. The way is to end occupation.”

(You can read the entire article at:
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/opinion/i-feel-anger-and-pain-as-histo-
ry-repeats-itself-in-gaza/article19532295/))

So, there we have it: Once more Israel is accused of the gross distortion
of committing “genocide” and the way to the end the conflict is to end the
“occupation”.

Now, I don’t have to be a Myron Love to see through the hypocrisy of Dr.
Abuelaish. Even a weak-kneed liberal like me can seen how difficult it now
is to accept Dr. Abuelaish as the noble crusader for peace that he would
purport to be. Perhaps he was cowed into writing something as exaggerat-
ed as he did by accusations that he had betrayed his own people; we might
want to ask him that when he appears here April 20 at an event organized
by the CMHR. In the meantime, let’s not shy away from criticizing the
CMHR simply because so many Jews played such key roles in having it
built. If it’s going to serve as a paean to political correctness, let’s be brave
enough to expose its failings for not having the courage to address the con-
tradictions between two opposing narratives, such as exist when the
Palestine – Israel conflict is discussed. 

In a similar vein, with the recent influx of 25, 000 government sponsored
Syrian refugees into Canada, quite a few individuals have expressed con-
cerns over what kinds of attitudes those refugees may have brought with
them – toward Western norms and values in general, and toward Jews in
particular.

Again, the politically correct position to adopt would be to say that we
should be welcoming the refugees and, notwithstanding however they may
have been indoctrinated previously in Syria, through normal acculturation
they will be taught to be good Canadian citizens who will learn to accept
our standards of tolerance.

It isn’t quite that easy though. There was a very interesting article by
Carol Sanders in the Feb. 29 issue of the Winnipeg Free Press titled ”From
hate, fear comes friendship”, that highlighted some of the challenges fac-
ing Canadians who want to try and inculcate norms of tolerance and respect
within those Syrian refugees.

Sanders wrote about the experience of Nafia Naso, someone whose name
is no doubt familiar to readers of this paper, as she has become the face and
voice of Yazidi refugees in Manitoba. Nafia described what she had been
taught about Jews in the school she attended in Syria: history, “In school in
Syria, at the refugee camp, we were told we’re just like Jews — monsters
who lie about history,”“ Naso said.

However, Naso’s version of what is taught in Syrian schools was contra-
dicted by another refugee by the name of Reem Younes, “who taught ele-
mentary school in two Syrian cities before fleeing to Lebanon.

“Younes said she was surprised and disheartened to hear about Naso
being taught in the refugee camp school in Syria to hate religious minori-
ties. It’s definitely not part of the national education curriculum — even in
the most conservative corners of the country, she said.

“ ‘It’s the same curriculum in all of Syria,’ Younes said.” In a letter writ-
ten by Belle Jarniewski to the Free Press which was published on March 2,
Jarniewski, however, provided further evidence that Syrian schoolchildren
have indeed been indoctrinated to hate Jews. 

So, as is the case with Dr. Abouelaish, the attitudes of Muslims seem to
vary depending on to whom they’re speaking. We should take claims that
Muslims simply want to live in peace with a very large grain of salt.

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 30, 2016

Editorial/comment

Published every second Wednesday

Subscriptions in Canada
$43.67 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada 
$100.00 per year in  Cdn. funds 
or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds

Member of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.

The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Editor

Office at 
1-620 Brock St.

Wpg. MB R3N 0Z4

Please send all mail
to above address

Phone: 204-694-3332

Fax:  204-694-3916

E-mail: 
jewishp@mts.net

By

BERNIE BELLAN



Wednesday, March 30, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   5

Good news!
Dear Bernie, how are you?
As promised, I am writing to tell you that this week I started working in

a different job, more related to my background.
Now I am working at ILDI (Indigenous Leadership Development

Institute), in Winnipeg, for the relationship with Spanish speakers and the
international event that will take place in Santiago de Chile in 2017.

I wanted to share with you this good news, and to wish you a happy 2016.
Best regards!

Uriel Jelin 
Ed. note: We wrote about Uriel last August, when he and his family had
arrived here from Argentina.

Limmud 
Congratulations to Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, Florencia Katz and the

Limmud volunteers for an outstanding event this year. 
I am impressed every year at the quality of the presentations and this year

was better than ever. The topics were diverse and interesting and the ses-
sions I attended were thought-provoking and enlightening. The organiza-
tion was first rate and it was particularly impressive to see greater numbers
of young people this year. Limmud showcases the vibrancy of our com-
munity when it comes to events that focus on knowledge in a variety of
areas. I hope even more people will check the program next year and con-
sider attending. It will be a very worthwhile experience.
Best Regards
Robert Gabor

The candidates’ speeches at AIPAC
We, Chuck and Carol Faiman, attended the AIPAC conference in

Washington (March 19-22-2016). Here are some of our impressions:
The main theme of the entire conference was Iran, the Iranian deal and

its danger for Israel and America. 
Trump was absolutely entertaining and humorous. He sounded presiden-

tial, but spoke in generalities. 
Initially, the audience (including us) was coolly polite. 
There were many protesters outside the convention center. 
Trump pressed all the right buttons and by 5 minutes into his speech, he

received a standing ovation, and these ovations continued throughout the
rest of his speech.

He makes comments bluntly and unvarnished. He’s not a suave guy but
his facial expressions are quite funny and convey what he means. 

His hair looked coiffed. He needs a new hairdresser. 
John Kasich received the most applause and standing ovations. This may

have been because he spoke first. By the end of the evening, everyone was
tired. 

However, Kasich was the most popular with the audience. He spoke very
well. 

Hillary gave an excellent speech and received sustained applause and
ovations. She distanced herself from Obama in many of her promises con-
cerning Israel. 

Ted Cruz delivered a very sincere speech. Of all the candidates, he gave
the most original, fact filled presentation. He was positively received by
the audience. 

The rest of the speeches seemed to be written by the same speechwriter.
The same talking points were repeated over and over. None explained

how they would implement their promises. Only Paul Ryan told us specif-
ically what Congress needs to do to support Israel. 

The presidential candidates were all impressive. The other speakers and
sessions were also exhilarating and we learned new information from all of
them. The topics were fascinating. 

Among the 18,700 attendees, there were 4,000 college and high school
students, as well as 500 volunteers from 75 colleges and universities.

All the available food was kosher. 
The TSA, Secret Service and FBI screened us thoroughly as we entered

buildings. There were police cars with flashing lights on every corner, for
several blocks around the convention center. The security was incredible. 

Today, we hear Netanyahu, and also we lobby on Capitol Hill. There are
close to 200 delegates from Ohio. 

I’m not sure who the nominee for the Republicans will be, but hearing
them all has made me feel much less anxious. None, even Trump, seemed
a horrible choice, although I wouldn’t vote for him. 

We concluded that maybe a bully like Trump, Hillary or Cruz is what’s
needed now to reestablish the U.S. prestige and power. 

It’s been a wonderful experience but we sure could use some sleep. 
Chuck and Carol Faiman
Cleveland, Ohio

Kosher meat
Hi Bernie
I hope that my observations will cause some important call to action

within our community.
I was at the Superstore on McPhillips the other day and was really

shocked. I checked out the Kosher meat freezer to see if the new order of
the Shefa 1kg precooked roast/briskets was in. It is definitely in and
priced at $32.95. The last order was at 24.95 and only a year ago the price
was $12.99. This is almost a 300% increase in a year and a half. I have
been told that the Superstore on Grant is charging the same ($32.95).
Gunn’s has them priced at $24.99. (I do not know how current their order
is). The Shefa hamburger at Gunn’s is priced at $20.00 per kg. The Glatt
hamburger at the IGA on Jefferson and Main is priced at $36.19 per kg.
WHERE DOES THIS OUTLANDISH PRICING FOR KOSHER MEAT
END?

I did not check out chicken but have been told that Kosher chickens are
sold at 3 times that of unkosher. I guess it is the same for all other meat. 

What do you say to families who are struggling with this? It must be
very discouraging and continuously difficult to buy kosher meat here in
Winnipeg. What do you say to families who are “sitting on the fence”?
With little incentive resulting from these high prices, chances are they
will end up on the “unkosher side”. No wonder many people are opting
to have their “simchas” celebrated with “Kosher Style”. Look at how
much they are saving!

Who in our community, both religious and lay leaders, is speaking to
this issue? I definitely am not hearing any voices. 

Hopefully you can investigate this phenomenon. Who is doing the
gouging?
Sharon Love

(For more on the price of kosher meat see page 10.)

The Simkin Centre Achieves Perfect 12 out of 12 in
Bi-Annual Manitoba Health Standards Review

Bernie:
On behalf of our Board of Directors, I want to let you know that The

Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre has achieved the highest result possible
in a recent Personal Care Home Standards Review conducted by
Manitoba Health. Every two years each Personal Care Home in Manitoba
undergoes a Standards Review. Our Board of Directors, in conjunction
with the Leadership Team, has worked to create a culture of continuous
quality improvement that has culminated in this achievement. The work
is ongoing and we remain committed to providing the highest quality of
care to our residents, and support to their families, in accordance with our
Jewish values and traditions.
Irwin Corobow, B.Sc. and M.H.A.
Chief Executive Officer, The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre

We need more stories about local Winnipeggers
Hi Bernie.
I just finished my third reading of last week’s Jewish Post & News. The

articles about superstars like the world’s wealthiest Jew, Mark Zuckerberg
and local ex-Winnipeggers, the Reiss brothers were very interesting.
However, perhaps it is time to have a regular column about the average
local Jew who may also have interesting life stories and acccomplishments
to talk about. There must be a few that could make it into the Winnipeg
Free Press but not yet in the J.P.N.
Lawrie Marmel
Bernie Bellan responds:

Well, I think Myron Love does a pretty good job of that in his column. I
also try and profile locals when writers such as Myron, Martin Zeilig or
Rebeca Kuropatwa pitch them to me - not in all cases, but often enough.
Still, if you have some names in mind of people you’d like to see stories
written about, by all means send them to me.

Re. Pew: 48 percent of Israeli Jews want
Arabs out of country March 16, 2016

So nearly half of Israelis want to expel the indigenous Arab communi-
ty from their ancestral homeland. I think most JPN readers will be sur-
prised or even shocked by this revelation. As a Jewish community we
have often stood in defence of indigenous rights here in Winnipeg. So
what’s up in Israel? It seems to me that the Zionist enterprise has bred this
kind of thinking from its inception and that this philosophy has
entrenched itself in the Jewish population of Israel. Before 1948 Jews
owned only a small percentage of the land and couldn’t buy enough to
house the anticipated immigration from Europe. So in the “war of inde-
pendence” Arabs were expelled and hundreds of villages destroyed. In
1967, once again Arab villages were destroyed and the residents
expelled. The ongoing expansion of West Bank settlements is another
attempt to encircle, harass and remove the indigenous Arab community.
One example of this is a JNF project called “Canada Park” where, in
1967, Palestinian residents of villages in the West Bank were expelled
and their villages were bulldozed. A Canadian-funded park now stands in
their place. Heidar Abu Ghosh, a Palestinian refugee from Imwas (one of
the bulldozed villages) who now lives in Ramallah, is coming to speak on
this subject on April 6, at 7:00 pm at the Sturgeon Creek United Church.
I urge all those who are dismayed by the Pew report’s revelations of
Israeli bigotry to come and listen to this presentation. 
David Weller

LETTERS

More letters on page 14.



Vickar brothers and cousin left large shoes to fill

It seems that in
every generation,
there are certain fami-
lies that rise to the
fore in terms of com-
munity leadership and
philanthropy. In mid-
20th century, the dom-
inant names in our
community were
Silverberg/ Kaufman,
Simkin, Kanee and Wolinsky. In the past quarter century and more, the
families that have stood out have been the Aspers and the Vickars.

The Asper story is well known. I.H. Asper was a leading tax lawyer
turned politician turned media mogul whose largesse over the years up to
his passing in 2003 greatly benefitted our community (the Asper Campus),
the University of Manitoba, the St. Boniface Hospital and many other caus-
es here and in Israel – culminating in his vision that became the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights. His good works have been carried on by his
children, David, Gail and Leonard.

The Vickar family came to prominence by a different route and also left
its mark on our community. With the passing of brothers Norm (in October)
and Harry (in January) and their cousin, Ike (in December), all into their
90’s and the last of their generation, the community has lost a group of indi-
viduals who were leaders both in business and the public sector.

The Vickar family story in Canada begins more than 100 years ago –
1906 to be exact – when brothers Sam and Dave arrived on the Prairies
from Lithuania via South Africa – to try their hand at farming in
Saskatchewan. They were successful farmers and businessmen – they oper-
ated both a general store and a farm implement dealership – and became
involved in community service. Sam and Dave set the template for the gen-
eration that followed. Between the two of them and Dave’s son, Charlie, a
Vickar family member served as the reeve of the RM of Willow Creek for
47 straight years. 

Sam and Dave married sisters from Winnipeg and shared a house – liv-
ing side by side - in Edenbridge. Both had five sons. (Dave also had a
daughter.)

Sam’s sons – Ed, Norman, Morris, Harry and Joe – all became involved
early on the auto business in Melfort, Saskatchewan, where they were also
active in the community.

In Melfort, Ed’s daughter Elaine recalls, Ed helped build the communi-
ty’s synagogue, led services and read Torah. He served as president of the
Beth Israel Synagogue and chairman of the United Jewish Appeal and was
the founder of the Melfort B’nai Brith Lodge. He served on the town coun-
cil and was president of the Melfort Board of Trade and the Rotary Club.

Morris, Harry and Joe, the youngest brothers, were leaders in Melfort in
the Kinsman Club (Joe was a district governor), the synagogue, and B’nai
Brith. Harry served as president of the Melfort Agricultural Society, presi-
dent of the Carrot River Valley Boy Scout District and was active with
B’nai Brith and the Melfort Curling Club.

Joe also served as president of the Melfort and District Board of Trade,
and was chairman of the  Appeals Committee of the Melfort Regional
Welfare Board. His son Wayne notes that Joe was listed in the 1965 volume
of “Canadian Jewry’s Who’s Who” as one of the up and coming young
Jewish community leaders.

Norman was long involved in political life as well as business. In addi-
tion to being a councilor and  mayor of Melfort (elected in 1974), he was
elected to the Saskatchewan Legislature where he served eight years.
During that time, he served in the Alan Blakeney government as Minister
of Industry and Commerce. He was the only Jewish cabinet minister in
Saskatchewan’s history.

Norman was the last of the Vickar brothers – the sons of Sam Vickar –
to come to Winnipeg. As his son Larry points out, Norman and his wife
Florence followed their children (also including Larry’s sisters, Reva
Micflikier and Faye Lazer) and other family members to Winnipeg in 1982
after the voters of Saskatchewan “retired” him.

In Winnipeg, Norman had been the president of  the Jewish National
Fund Man. Sask., and was on the boards of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
and the Jewish Heritage Centre. Norman and Florence Vickar had been
supporters of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada since its
inception – Norman was one of the JHCWC’s founders – and the Jewish
Historical Society of Western Canada – the JHCWC’s predecessor – while

the Vickars were still living in Saskatchewan. 
Ed (who passed away in 2003) was the first in the

family to move to Winnipeg. In 1963, Ed, his wife
Marion, and their son Garry, moved to Winnipeg to be
near their daughter Elaine, who had married and was

living here. Ed became the president of Community Chevrolet Oldsmobile
and a leader in the auto industry in Canada.

Ed and Marion also became actively involved in the community here. He
contributed generously to the Winnipeg Symphony, the St. Boniface
Hospital, The United Way, The Winnipeg Foundation, the Canadian Cancer
Society and The Foundation for Juvenile Diabetes. He remained a Rotarian
all his life, proudly maintaining a perfect attendance record for over 50
years. A few months before he died, the Rotary Club made him a life-time
member.

When he moved to Winnipeg, he joined the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
became a regular attendee of services, served on its board and was the first
member of the Shaarey Zedek to set up a trust fund. During the summer he
was an active participant at the small historic synagogue at Winnipeg
Beach, where he had a summer home. He was also a member of the
Glendale Golf and Country Club.

In the 1960s, Ed was chairman of the Winnipeg Histadruth Campaign and
chairman of the Israel Bonds Campaign. In the 1970s he was chairman of
the Combined Jewish Appeal, chairman of the Midwest Region of the
Federated Zionist Organization and a board member of the Jewish
Foundation of Winnipeg. In the 1980s he was  chairman of the Winnipeg
Chapter of the Canadian Associates for Ben Gurion University, a member
of the Board of Governors for Ben Gurion University in Israel, a member
of the Multiple Appeals Commission of the Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council and a member of the Board of Directors for the Winnipeg chapter
of the Jewish National Fund.

In 1997 Ed endowed the Marion and Ed Vickar Jewish Museum of
Western Canada, located in the Asper Jewish Community Campus. Over
the years Ed was honoured for his generosity by the Canadian Friends for
Bar Ilan University,  State of Israel Bonds, and the Jewish National Fund.

His daughter Elaine Sharfe notes that his greatest honour came in 1998
when Ben Gurion University conferred upon him the degree of Doctor
Philosophiae honoris causa. Ed had been one of the founders of the
Winnipeg chapter of the Canadian Associates of BGU, had endowed a
library in the School of Social Work, had financed the Hoffer-Vickar Chair
of Orthomolecular Studies, and had built a visitors’ centre at the universi-
ty’s campus in Sde Boker. Because of Ed’s health at that time, the confer-
ring of the  degree from BGU took place at the University of Manitoba,
only the second time the degree has been given outside of Israel.

“My parents were honored at a Negev Dinner,” adds Elaine. “My hus-
band, Sherry, and I were the MCs. My parents were also honored by the
State of Israel Bond Organization.

“Our father was a man who embraced life and lived it to the fullest. He
had a smile for everyone and would walk into a room of strangers and leave
calling them friends.”

Morris, who was married to Anne and father to Sharon Diamond and Dr.
David Vickar, came to Winnipeg at about the same time as Ed. Morris’s son
Dr. David Vickar (who lives in Edmonton) recalls that his father served as
the service manager at the family dealership in Melfort and assumed the
same role at Community Chevrolet in Winnipeg. He was the only one of
the five brothers to have served in the armed forces (air force) in World War
II.

In Winnipeg, Morris served as president of the Transcona Rotary Club
and was honoured by the Rotary by being made a life member. He was also
a member of the Shaarey Zedek and Glendale Golf and Country Club.
Morris passed away at an early age in 1983.

Harry and Joe and their families came to Winnipeg – in the mid-1970s -
and also joined Ed in business and as regular attendees at the Shaarey
Zedek. 

In Winnipeg, Joe (who was married to Gnessie and father to Wayne and
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defender and peace advocate after losing
three daughters and a niece during an Israeli
bombing. The exhibit tells Dr. Abuelaish’s
personal story to examine broader issues

faced by Palestinians in the region. (Also a heads up that Dr. Abuelaish is
scheduled to speak at the Museum on the topic of reconciliation on April
20).” Issues related to the Arab-Israeli conflict more generally are also
examined in three additional exhibits throughout the Museum, including a
reference to the Arab-Israeli War in the human rights timeline exhibit, a
short film that uses the theme of media literacy to examine this conflict, as
well as a youth-oriented exhibit that explores the initiatives of children and
youth in Canada to bring together Palestinian, Israeli and Canadian youth
to build understanding and foster reconciliation.”

I went down to the museum to take a look at this exhibit myself. I must
say I had quite a bit of difficulty finding Dr. Abuelaish’s story. It turns out
that it’s one of 17 different stories that can be viewed on the fifth floor
Rights Today gallery, but it sure wasn’t easy figuring out how to find one
particular story among 17. Even when I found it, I had to ask for help in
viewing it, as there were no instructions given how to navigate the interac-
tive display.

That being said, I did watch the story and, after watching it a number of
times, decided to video it myself. I’ve posted the video I took of how the
CMHR presents Dr. Abuelaish’s story on our website. I should have lin-
gered over one crucial part of the story though, when a sign appears telling
that three of Dr. Abuelaish’s daughters and a niece were killed by an Israeli
projectile in the Abuelaish home on January 16, 2009. If you watch the
video it may seem disjointed when it flashes from a sign saying “January
16, 2009” to a video of an Israeli newscaster, who was himself a friend of
Dr. Abuelaish and who, on live television, received a phone call from Dr.
Abuelaish screaming wildly over what he had just seen (the deaths of three
of his daughters and a niece). I won’t offer an opinion myself as to whether
this exhibit is lacking in context. But, I thought I’d put it out there for view-
ers of our website and readers of our paper to consider. By the way, Haskel
Greenfield had much more to say about other aspects of the museum that
he found badly lacking. Perhaps we’ll get into those at another time.

In the meantime if you want to watch the video I took of the Dr.
Abuelaish exhibit, you can see it on our website in the video section at the
bottom of the home page or by going to: http://jewishpostandnews.ca/cat-
egories-media/72-israel-specific/197-izzeldin-abuelaish

Post script (March 22): I sent this story both to Haskel Greenfield and
Irwin Lipnowski, asking them if either had any comments about what I had
written.

Haskel responded:
“It is very clear to me that the exhibit is not about human rights at all. It

is an opportunity for Israel bashing and subtle anti-Semitism. It ignores the
human rights of Israelis of all ages, genders, religions, and races to live in
peace in their own country. The exhibit only
focuses on what Israelis have done to
Palestinians (and in particular to one
Palestinian family) without any context of why
it happened.

“I am disappointed in you, as editor and jour-
nalist, by your standoffish view about how the
museum has used Dr. Abuelaish’s tragic story
as a means to bash Israel and to convey a mes-
sage that the Jews are responsible for what
happened to him and his family. To me, this is
a clear violation of the mandate of the museum
since it creates an environment of hostility
toward Jews in Canada and elsewhere in the
world. The recent targeting of Jewish Israeli
tourists in Istanbul (and the almost total silence
by Canadian media that it was a purposeful
and targeted terrorism toward Jews) is a good
example of what happens when only one side
of a conflict is portrayed. Unfortunately, the
on-the-ground situation is complex. I believe that most people in the region
are caught up in a cycle of violence from which there is no escape in the
short term. But it is unfair to Israel and Israelis to bash them in such one
sided exhibits.

“Peace will come only when the leaders of Hamas in Gaza are ready to
build a just society and use the resources at their disposal to better the lot
of the people they govern. It will never come if they continue try to fire
missiles into Israel and try to invade it through tunnels. Israel has no troops
in Gaza and no Israelis have lived in Gaza since 2005. There is no occu-
pation of Gaza or Israeli troops in Gaza. Israel invaded Gaza in 2014 only
after being subjected to over 4000 missiles over three weeks being shot
from Gaza. After the short war, it withdrew all of its troops. It continues to
allow in food and goods and supplies Gaza with electricity for free in spite
of the continued hostility of the Hamas government toward Israel. Egypt
continues to keep its border with Gaza closed and allows almost nothing
in. Hence, the museum’s use of such tragic circumstances to talk about

human rights violation is a misrepresentation of a complex situation.
“My rights and that of my children were violated in the summer of 2014

when we were subjected to numerous missile bombings by the Hamas gov-
ernment while we were in Israel. My youngest has still not fully recovered
from the awful experience of missiles exploding and sirens going off
around him as he searched for bomb shelters. Where are such stories
depicted in the museum - Not At All!”

Irwin Lipnowski added:
“I agree completely with Haskel’s outrage at the de-

contextualization of the account of IDF harm to civil-
ians, although I have not visited the CMHR to see it
personally. lt is my understanding that under interna-
tional law, using human shields is absolutely prohibit-
ed and this standard, outrageous and unconscionable
practice of Hamas is not mentioned as part of any dis-
play, even though it is clearly an egregious violation of
the human rights of civilian adults and children, as is
Hamas’s unrelenting missile launches against Israeli
civilians over the years preceding the Gaza war. I also
believe that the ignorance, undertraining or misin-
formed level of awareness of the guides is absolutely
inexcusable.

“Thank you again, Bernie, for your investigative reporting! Personally I
would be very interested in hearing Gail Asper’s assessment of the CMHR.
She was, after all, instrumental (pouring her body and soul and many dol-
lars) into realizing her father’s dream, which was (originally, I believe) to
build Washington’s Museum of the Holocaust of the North in Winnipeg.
This is not the politically correct monument that we got. Of course, the
need to seek government funding meant relinquishing control and unavoid-
ably entailed a very significant erosion of Izzy’s vision.”

As a follow-up to this original story, I decided to try and find out more
about Dr. Abuelaish. I was quite surprised to read an article that he had
written for the Globe & Mail in 2014, in which he criticized Israel’s
“genocide” with regard to Palestinians. For more on this subject, go to
my “Short Takes” column on page 4 of this issue.

CMHR
Continued from page 1.
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Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square
Invites Applicants for Youth &
Adult Ambassador Positions

The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Israel Pavilion-
Shalom Square will be participating in Winnipeg’s annual multi-cul-
tural celebration Folklorama from Sunday, July 31 to Saturday, August
06. 

It’s our opportunity to celebrate the state of Israel and showcase its
incredible contributions to the world, to the thousands of people who
visit our pavilion.

One way to experience the excitement and action is to become an
Adult or Youth Ambassador. 

The Israel Pavilion is now inviting candidates to apply for the posi-
tions of Adult and Youth Ambassadors. We are looking for enthusias-
tic and energetic individuals who would enjoy sharing our culture with
other people. 

Not only do ambassadors spend the week at Shalom Square wel-
coming visitors and guests, they also represent the community and pro-
mote Israel at events during the summer and at the other pavilions. It’s
an incredible opportunity to contribute to the community and create
life long memories.

Youth applicants must be between 14 and 17 years old as of May 1,
2016 and Adult Ambassadors must be at least 18 years old by May 1,
2016. 

Applications can be found on-line at www.radyjcc.com or at the
Rady JCC Membership Services Desk. For more information contact
Kinzey Posen at kposen@radyjcc.com

Christians continue to visit Israel
Submitted by Bridges for Peace

Christians typically make up over 50% of Israel’s visitors, and this
spring that number will include 35 western Manitobans, mainly from the
town of Roblin. 

For most, it will be their first visit to the Holy Land. Exceptions to that
are Vester and Carol Bailey, retired farmer and teacher, whose enthusiasm
for Israel sparked wide interest in the Evangelical Mission Church, of
which they are a part. 

Their pastors, Randy and Laurie Moffit, have a long-standing interest
in Israel and the Hebraic roots of their faith and will co-lead the tour.
Bridges for Peace staff member, Donald James, has helped organize the
tour, through Christian Journeys, a North Bay travel company that takes
dozens of church groups to Israel every year.

The mission of Bridges for Peace is to support Israel and to build
bridges between Christians and Jews, so getting Christians to Israel is
high on its priority list. 

Victoria James, also on Bridges staff, recently took 11 women on a
prayer tour of Israel. From October 30 – November 13,2016 Rick and
Grace Knelsen, BFP volunteers, will lead a tour which will spend signif-
icant time in Judaea and Samaria. 

Pastor Randy has been basing his sermons since January on some of the
sites and stories that will be visited. He said in a recent sermon “The land
speaks.” 

Both Victoria and Don are often heard to say: “Come to where the Bible
happened, and is still happening.” 

These tours are open to people of all faiths. Details of upcoming tours
are available at www.bfpcan.org.



part of the evening’s
events, which was to be
the unveiling of the
exhibit dedicated to the
history of Winnipeg syn-
agogues.

Stone explained that
the exhibit was two years
in the making and it
came about due largely
to the efforts of two indi-
viduals: Stan Carbone,
Chief Curator of the
JHCWC, who is now
entering his 15th year of
working with the Centre;
and Susan Turner, asso-
ciate archivist with the
JHCWC, who has played
an instrumental role in
compiling exhibits for
the JHCWC over the
years, such as its wed-
ding exhibit (when the JHCWC still had an actual museum in which to
house exhibits and before the Jewish Federation decided to take an axe to
the JHCWC) and, most recently, its exhibit on the garment industry in
Winnipeg.

Dan Stone noted that, in amassing the artifacts that were ultimately cho-
sen to be part of the synagogue exhibit, the various individuals who were
involved in putting the exhibit together had to decide “how do you narrow
down the embarrassment of riches that were available when you go around
collecting artifacts from the various synagogues” in Winnipeg?

Both Stan Carbone and Susan Turner told interesting anecdotes about
discovering items that had long ago been put into storage in various syna-
gogues that Susan, especially, was able to uncover, including two gorgeous
tapestries belonging to the former Adas Yeshurun synagogue that, while
they can now be seen at the exhibit, have found a new home in the newly
refurbished Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia synagogue (which, some day, might
actually complete its renovations).

In her own remarks, not only did Susan Turner display a remarkable apti-
tude for speaking in Italian (when she addressed Stan Carbone specifical-
ly – but then again, did anyone really know whether she was speaking
Italian or maybe it was gibberish? Did you ever see “A Fish Called
Wanda”, when Kevin Kline pretends to speak Italian to woo Jamie Lee
Curtis? But I digress, as usual.), she also evoked what is the single most
distinguishing characteristic of the synagogue exhibit: “This exhibit is
about a favourite concept of almost everybody: memory…it will resonate
with many people” who may have long-held memories of attending syna-
gogues in years past – of running upstairs at the Ashkenazie synagogue to
visit with bobes, and then to run down the street to visit other grandparents
at the Bes Yehuda”.

The synagogue exhibit will be on display until December 16 of this year.
A reminder also that the next two programs of the JHCWC, as Mark

Kantor pointed out, will be April 18 – “The synagogues of Winnipeg – a
musical legacy, and the Kanee Lecture, May 16.
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Continued from page 3.

The Rady JCC invites the Community to
Come and Celebrate One of the Most

Important Holidays of the Jewish Calendar
at the Annual Community Passover Seder

This year’s Community Passover Seder will be held on Saturday,
April 23 at 6:00 pm at the Rady JCC. Once again, we are pleased to
announce that our special guest leaders for the Seder, will be Shayla
Fink and Kinzey Posen. Shayla and Kinzey are well known for their
love of Yiddishkeit and musical performances and bring a special
flavour to the Seder.

Everyone is welcome to attend this interactive Seder experience
which will be complete with traditional songs, participation of chil-
dren and adults and special treats for the children. The significance of
Passover for the Jewish people is very important. The concepts of free-
dom, responsibility to others and the importance of family are just a
few of the themes we learn about in the Haggadah. A very delicious
four-course meal will be prepared for everyone to enjoy. Family tables
can be arranged and vegetarian meals are available with advance
arrangements. Transportation is also available for seniors. Don’t delay
in booking your tickets for this enjoyable and meaningful community
event. 

This is the 18th year that the Rady JCC has spearheaded the Annual
Community Passover Seder allowing family and friends to celebrate
together. It also provides a place for those who have nowhere to go, to
celebrate Passover in a warm and joyous atmosphere. Without gener-
ous support from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, Congregation
Etz Chaim, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue and the Tallman Fund of the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, this program would not be possible. 

For further information, contact Roberta Malam at (204) 480-7550
or rmalam@radyjcc.com

To purchase tickets please call (204) 477-7510 or visit
www.radyjcc.com

Karla Berbrayer thanked for 18 years of
service as programmer of Music ‘n Mavens

In what turned
out to be a total-
ly surprising
appearance by
Gayle Waxman,
E x e c u t i v e
Director of the
Rady JCC, at the
Tuesday, March
22 Music ‘n
Mavens pro-
gram, Gayle
came out from
behind a door (which was on the stage of the Berney Theatre for use
in the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre production of “Shiksa”). Gayle then
proceeded to thank Karla for her 18 years of service as programmer
for the Music ‘n Mavens series. 

Gayle noted how Karla has been able to use her “creative energy
and love of music and the arts...to create a program that has seen the
“audience grow and grow and grow.”



Prices for kosher meat 
skyrocket in Winnipeg

By BERNIE BELLAN
I responded to Sharon Love after reading her e-mail, telling her that

there had been an interesting article in the March 4 issue of the Canadian
Jewish News written by former Winnipegger Paul Lungen (whose father
owned the former Lungen’s Meats, a kosher butcher shop, for many
years), which dealt with exactly the issues Sharon was raising in her
email.

In his own article, Paul reported that prices for all foods had risen con-
siderably in Canada over the past year, primarily as a result of the weak-
er Canadian dollar.

Here is an excerpt from Paul’s excellent article (which is also available
online on the CJN website): “Richard Rabkin, spokesperson for the
Toronto-based Kashruth Council of Canada, which administers the COR
hechsher, said ‘much of the increased cost of food is a result of weaker
Canadian dollar, which effectively adds approximately 30 per cent to the
cost of food imported from the United States. 

This is likely the chief reason for the increased costs, as many of the
specialty kosher brands and items are manufactured in the United States,
such as cheese, chalav yisrael dairy products, prepared/frozen foods and
the like.’

“As for the cost of meat, Rabkin stated that the Kashruth Council does
not prohibit outside kosher meat from entering the city, but that ‘many of
these sources originate from the United States, which are subject to fluc-
tuations in the Canadian dollar.’

“MK, Montreal’s kosher certification agency, agreed that, ‘There have
been various increases in the price of cattle, which have resulted in the
increased cost of meat, in general… Non-Kosher meat prices have also
increased substantially.’ “

Further, Paul wrote that “In a more detailed report that looked at aver-
age retail prices for a variety of consumer products, including meat, veg-
etables, fruit and household items, Statistics Canada reported that from
December 2014 to December 2015, the cost of a kilogram of sirloin
steak, not a kosher cut, rose by 14.3 per cent. 

Prime rib, which can be a kosher cut, rose by 12 per cent. Ground beef
went up by six per cent and stewing beef by 6.8 per cent.”

Still, while the factors that have led to a substantial increase in the costs
of all kosher foods in Toronto are generally applicable in Winnipeg as
well, what can one say in response to Sharon’s reporting the astronomi-
cal increases in prices for the meats which she itemizes?

I decided to head down to the Sobeys on Taylor and the Superstore on
Grant to try and do a comparison of various meat prices.

Here is what I found: 

Sobeys Superstore

Lean ground beef $25.11/kg $30.15/kg
Beef brisket $42.99/kg $42.31/kg
Prime Rib Steak $45.99/kg $48.92

Just for comparison’s sake I took a look at the price of non-kosher lean
ground beef: $8.77/kg – almost one third the cost of kosher ground beef.

Anecdotally, some kosher consumers in Winnipeg do bring in meat by
the case lot and distribute that meat among several families. 

But, there is no denying that the cost of kosher meat has skyrocketed in
Winnipeg, much above what it has gone up in Toronto.

We’ll give the final word to “Fran Chodak, co-ordinator of Jewish
Family & Child Services’ STEP (Striving to End Poverty) project in
Toronto, (who) has seen the impact of rising food prices on some of the
more vulnerable members of the Jewish community”, and who is also
quoted in Paul Lungen’s article.

“ ‘From our experience, observations and conversations with clients
and colleagues, families are struggling with the increase of food costs,’
Chodak said.

“ ‘Food is the prerequisite to health, and it is well documented that
poverty is linked to higher rates of diabetes, cardiovascular disease,
hypertension and some forms of cancers.’

“ ‘When food costs are high, people are less likely to invite friends and
family to dinner, and this exacerbates social exclusion – an unfortunate
impact of poverty,’ she said.

“ ‘The high cost of kosher food, in some cases, means people are hav-
ing to compromise their adherence to the laws of kashrut, and this may
be a very difficult ethical, moral and spiritual decision, causing feelings
of guilt and shame. Some clients have told me that, due to the cost, they
only buy kosher meat for Shabbat. Some only buy kosher meat for holi-
days. Some are forgoing kosher altogether.’ ”
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Judaism lectures in Regina
have Winnipeg ties

University of Regina Series Honours 
Pearl and Max B. Herman

On April 20, 2016, Dr. Cynthia Baker, Professor of Classical and
Medieval Studies at Bates College in Lewiston, Maine will lecture in
Regina on the role of notable Jewish women who have challenged the soci-
etal norms of their day, from biblical times to the present.

Organized by the University of Regina’s Department of Religious
Studies, this is one in a regular series of lectures on aspects of Judaism and
religious tolerance honouring the legacy of Pearl and Max B. Herman.

Just how did this initiative come about?
The Herman family originally came from two villages in Bessarabia,

Britshan and Lipkasn. They emigrated to New York City in the early 1900s,
escaping religious persecution. Max, who also went by the nick-name
‘Bucky’, was born there in 1912. Max’s father and mother were the only
Herman family members who moved to Canada, settling in Winnipeg.
Eventually, the family located to Wadena, Saskatchewan, to be closer to a
source of raw furs; Harry, or Aharon, Herman, head of the family and
Max’s father, was involved in that trade by profession. 

Sid Herman, Max’s younger brother, was born in Winnipeg in 1917. In
1938, Sid and Max both moved to Regina. That year, Max met and married
Pearl Krivel whose family, originally from the town of Lipton, had a food
mart in the city. 

They resided in Regina until 1958 and then moved permanently to Las
Vegas, Nevada, although they both retained family ties to Regina (the
Hermans and the Krivels) and remained members of the Regina Jewish
Community and the Beth Jacob Synagogue.

Max and Pearl remained committed to Regina even after their departure
in the 1950s. They visited numerous times, always making the journey by
car – Max would not fly! At the time of their deaths more than 30 years
later (Max in 1989, Pearl in 1990) they bequeathed a sizeable estate to the
Regina Jewish Community, to the Beth Jacob Synagogue and, particularly,
to the University of Regina. The Synagogue now calls their home the Pearl
and Max B. Herman Centre, located at 4715 McTavish Street.

Max and Pearl are
both buried in Regina,
in the Jewish
Community cemetery
just off Broad Street
and 4th Avenue. They
were warm and lov-
ing people who did
not have children of
their own.

The Pearl and Max
B. Herman bequest to
the University of
Regina provides two
bursaries annually for
students, supports the
University’s library
Judaica acquisitions,
and assists in financ-
ing a programme of
speakers and studies
focused on Judaism
and religious toler-
ance. 

So that is how this
particular lecture
series came about.
The series is a cher-
ished part of the
Herman family lega-
cy to increase aware-
ness of Judaism in
and around Regina.

The 2016 lecture
will take place
Wednesday, April
20th at 7:00 p.m. at
the Regina Unitarian
Centre (College &
Angus).
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Yiddish page / Community news

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Eighty years ago the poet Itzik Manger published in Warsaw “Di megile lider” as a con-

temporary Purim-Shpil. Mordechai is an evil villain who with the help of the naive queen
Ester enters the drunk king’s court. Haman is nothing but an antisemitic thug. Manger who
was born in a poor proletarian family does not spare his sharp critique of the hypocritical
Jewish orthodox upper classes. This book is still relevant and popular to this very day. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Darby) was principally
involved in the Rotary
Club. He passed away
in 2008.

Harry (married to Eve
and father of Kerry and
Eric), after working
with his brother Ed for a
few years, went into
partnership with first
cousin Ike in 1981 at
Pembina Dodge (which
Ike had founded in the early 1970s with another part-
ner); later the partners started Nairn Nissan. Harry was
dealer principal at the Nissan store until 1999 when the
partners sold the business and Harry retired. In his
time in Winnipeg, notes his son Eric, Harry canvassed
for the CJA and volunteered for CancerCare Manitoba.
He was also active in the Rotary Club.

And, up until the past few years, Eric adds, his
father kept active playing golf and curling, skating
and cycling.

Ike Vickar was the only one of Dave Vickar’s chil-
dren to come to Winnipeg and, both in Tisdale,
Saskatchewan, where he started in the auto industry,
and in Winnipeg, he was an industry and community
leader. His daughter Karen recalls that he “practically
ran the town” of Tisdale.

In Tisdale during the 1950s and 1960s, Ike served
on Town Council and the Board of Education. He was
the driving force in the creation of the first senior res-
idence in the region and championed the moderniza-
tion of municipal facilities in Tisdale. He was also
District Governor of the Lions Club.

“He did everything there was to do in Tisdale,”
Karen says. “We moved to Winnipeg in 1969 because
our parents (Ike and Margaret) didn’t want to have to
send us kids (Karen and brothers, Sherwin and Brent)
away to school.”

In Winnipeg, Ike Vickar picked up right where he
left off in Tisdale. Ike served on the boards of Seven
Oaks Hospital and Shaarey Zedek synagogue, was a
member of the Lion’s Club and Rotary, and was a vol-
unteer for the United Way and Red Cross. He was also
very involved in helping the Aboriginal community.

“To his children, he was larger than life,” Karen
says of her father. “He maintained a keen interest in
public affairs and read widely and voraciously. And
he loved people.”

The elder Vickars’ approach to community has car-
ried over in greater or lesser degrees to their children
- in particular, Larry (who succeeded his uncle Ed as
president of Vickar Community Chevrolet) and
Larry’s wife Tova. Together, Larry and Tova Vickar
have assumed a role as one of Winnipeg’s premier
Jewish philanthropic families. 

Harry’s sons, Dr. Eric Vickar and Kerry Vickar
(who is retired and lives in the United States), are gen-
erous contributors to the CJA campaign, says Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg CEO Elaine Goldstine. Ten
years ago, to honour his parents on the occasion of
their 50th anniversary, the L. Kerry Vickar Charitable
Foundation made a donation of $1 million to the
Winnipeg Jewish Child and Family Service to estab-
lish the Eve and Harry Vickar Community Assistance
Program (VCAP). The program is designed to support
Jewish individuals and families facing significant
financial challenges. To date, the fund has paid out
$500,000 in assisting 136 individuals and/or families
faced with major financial challenges.

“From our parents, we learned the importance of giv-
ing back to the community,” says Elaine Sharfe who,
with her husband, Sherwood, are major supporters of
Saskatoon’s Jewish community. (Sharfe notes that her
brother Garry was one of the founders and president of
the Solomon Schecter school In St. Louis.) 

“They also instilled in us a strong Jewish identity.
It’s part of our DNA,” adds Elaine.

Vickars
Continued from 
page 6.

IKE VICKAR



Michele Gillman to relaunch book dedicated 
to her late mother, Phyllis Shenkarow

By BERNIE BELLAN
In our May 14, 2014 issue we pub-

lished a story about a new book written
by former Winnipegger Michele
Gillman (Shenkarow), titled “What
Grandma Built”.

In that story we wrote: “How do you
explain to your children about the
death of a grandparent? And how do
you pay proper tribute to your own par-
ent once he or she has passed?

“That was the dilemma facing
Michele Gillman (née Shenkarow),
who lost her mother Phyllis to a sud-
den, previously undetected bout of
cancer in October, 2011. In the obitu-
ary that appeared in The Jewish Post &
News following Phyllis’s death, it was
said of her that ‘Becoming a Bubbie was, without a doubt, the highlight of
her life. She shone in her role as Bubbie and had a direct hand in raising all
nine of her grandchildren. Her family’s most cherished memories involve
winter vacations, time together at the lake, Shabbat dinners and holidays,
eating her pies and pickles, taking family photographs, picking flowers and
watching the loons.’

“In trying to relate to her own children the impact that their grandmoth-
er had on her life – and how that impact continued into her grandchildren’s
lives, Michelle Gillman had the idea to write a small book which, she told
me during a recent phone conversation, was originally meant to be a pri-
vate gift to her children. 

“In Michelle’s words, ‘ “What Grandma Built” was inspired by a con-
versation I had with my children after my Mom died. We discussed her life
and her legacy and wanted to capture what made her so truly special.’

Now, less than two years later, “What Grandma Built” is about to be re-
released by a major publishing house, Harbour Publishing. 

A recent press release issued by
Harbour, stated: “Join author
Michelle Gilman as she celebrates
the release of her picture book,
“What Grandma Built” (Harbour
Publishing, $14.95) with a book
signing in Winnipeg. The event
will take place at Indigo Kenaston
(1590 Kenaston Blvd., Winnipeg)
on Sunday, April 10 from 2:00 pm
to 4:00 pm. Admission is free, and
all are welcome. 

“ ‘What Grandma Built’ is an
enchanting new picture book by

Michelle Gilman about Grandma’s castle–a home filled with love that will
last for generations. 

“Grandma finds the perfect spot for her home on the shore of a lake. As
her family gets bigger, the house grows too–and eventually becomes a cas-
tle! Bursting with toys, bunk beds, bedrooms and pies, the castle is a mag-
ical place full of love and traditions. Entire walls are reserved for family
photos and grandchildren’s drawings, and a huge playground fills the yard.
Grandma and her family love boating, watching the loons, and having
meals together in Grandma’s giant dining room. 

“The castle is built on a stone foundation so that it will last for years–and
Grandma and her love will last forever in the memories of her family. 

“Inspired by a discussion Michelle Gilman had with her children after their
grandma (Bubbie) died, and featuring vibrant illustrations by Jazmin Sasky,
‘What Grandma Built’ is the poignant story of one family and its extraordi-
nary grandmother. It is both a celebration of how the people we love leave a
legacy, and a whimsical take on the difference between a house and a home.”

When we received the press release I was intrigued why it was written in
a way that suggested “What Grandma Built” was being released for the
first time. The publicist from Harbour explained: “She did originally
launch the book two years ago–I’m sorry, I should have clarified! Michelle
self-published “What Grandma Built” two years ago, and because it was so
successful then, Harbour Publishing picked it up to launch a new edition of
the book (with revised text and a few changes to the illustrations) to keep
the book in print and give it a wider audience–one of the benefits of a tra-
ditional publisher!”

I contacted Michele Gillman to try to find out what led to the book’s
being re-launched by a major publishing house. I also asked her whether
the new version of the book differed in any way from the original version.

Michele wrote back:
“I was quite blown away by the response/sales of ‘What Grandma Built’.

In a short period of time, approximately 15 months, I sold nearly 800
books. They were sold by bookstores: Kidsbooks, Hager books and Book
Warehouse in Vancouver and McNally Robinson in Winnipeg. I worked
with Arbor Funeral Homes who bought books directly from me and gave
them out as part of their funeral package. And, I sold directly through my
website. I donated the book sales to the Canadian Cancer Society, specifi-
cally to Camp Goodtimes which is a summer camp for kids and families
both battling and recovering from cancer. My proceeds will still be donat-
ed to the camp where I am actively involved. 

“I was contacted by a fantastic literary agent, Brian Wood, who heard
about the book and asked me if I would consider selling it to a publishing
house. At that point, I felt ready to let go, and was open to the changes I
knew a publishing house would like to do in order for the book to fit their
catalogue. Brian sold the book to Harbour Publishing. 

“Upon meeting with Anna from Harbour Publishing, she asked me if
there were any changes I wanted to make to the book. I told her I was sorry
I didn’t have baby loons in the illustrations because the adult loons were so
featured throughout the first version of the book. I always felt badly that
after the Mom loon died, the Dad was left alone which I felt contradicted
the message of the book. In that same meeting, she told me they’d like to
change the word cathedral (which referred to Grandma’s house) and we
discussed other options and agreed we both liked the word castle. Those
were the two main changes (as well as word choices and grammar that I
overlooked). It was really a fun process and the team at Harbour included
me every step of the way. 

“Harbour also describes the book as a whimsical take on the difference
between a house and a home. They changed the entire focus of the book
from being a book about death (which I thought it was) to a book cele-
brating life and family. “

Michele also noted that “I am working on two books now. Every time I
get close to thinking I’m almost done, my editor sends me back to the
drawing board. It’s a long hard process to write a children’s book; to tell an
entire story with a lesson in roughly 700 words. Every word counts. I’m
not done, but hopefully I will be by this summer.”

No doubt, considering the huge crowd Michele drew to her original book
launch at McNally Robinson two years ago, there will be another large
crowd on April 10. 
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German FM: Refugees must take up fight
against anti-Semitism

BERLIN (JTA) – Refugees who
want to become part of German soci-
ety today must take up the fight
against anti-Semitism, Germany’s
foreign minister told a conference on
combating anti-Semitism. 

‘This applies to whoever lives with
us, whether they have been here for
years, whether they are staying or just
temporarily here: Anti-Semitism is
against our constitution, against our
civilization, against everything we
believe in and all we have learned,”
Frank-Walter Steinmeier said March
15 at the Inter-Parliamentary
Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism, addressing some some 140 par-
liamentarians from nearly 40 countries. 

Germany has taken in about 1 million refugees, mostly from Muslim
countries, in the past year, in an open door policy that has cost Chancellor
Angela Merkel much political support – as demonstrated in the March 13
elections in three states, where an anti-immigrant party posted major gains. 

Jewish leaders, including Josef Schuster, head of the Central Council of
Jews in Germany, have said they are worried that many Muslim newcom-
ers have been schooled in anti-Semitism in their home countries and are
now bringing this to Germany. 

Both Steinmeier and Merkel, who addressed the conference on March
14, sought to reassure Jews in Germany that they recognize the problem
and intend to address it. Merkel specifically defended Schuster, who has
come in for criticism for his remarks. 

“It is perfectly legitimate for someone to share his concern,” Merkel said
Monday, noting that many refugees “have grown up with certain stereo-
types.” 

Steinmeier noted that anti-Semitism in Muslim societies “is an important
theme” at the conference. 

“Especially now and here, with the many thousands who are currently
seeking shelter here, fleeing from war, terror and violence in the Middle
East,” he said. 

He said the integration of the refugees would have to include “taking the
fight against anti-Semitism to heart. Because it is clear: As we see it, there
is no place and must never be a place for anti-Semitism in a free, democ-
ratic and tolerant Germany.” 

The third Inter-Parliamentary Coalition for Combating Anti-Semitism
conference took place against a backdrop of rising anti-Semitism in
Europe. Participants discussed issues such as Internet hate, community
relations and anti-Semitism in sports, as well as legal, parliamentary and
governmental responses to anti-Semitism. 

Model programs for combating anti-Semitism and specific programs
addressing people of Muslim background were presented. 

The conference is taking place during Germany’s chairmanship of the
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe. 
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Jewish candidates running in upcoming provincial election facing tough challenges
By MYRON LOVE 

Matthew Ostrove is a (relatively)
young man who is brimming with
ideas and enthusiasm. Ostrove is
one of 25 candidates running in the
upcoming provincial election who
have donned the mantle of the new
Manitoba Party. He is running in
Fort Rouge where he is facing an
uphill fight against Liberal leader
Rana Bokhari and NDP star candi-
date Wab Kinew (who is facing
issues of his own – but that would
be another story).

This is the second time that
Ostrove has thrown his hat into a
provincial election campaign. In
2011, he ran in Charleswood for the
Liberals.

Ostrove is one of many former
Liberals who left the Liberal fold to
form the new Manitoba Party. “I
really respected (former Liberal
leader) Jon Gerard,” he says in
explaining why he and other for-
mer Liberals left their previous Party. “I wasn’t happy with the new leader.”

Zach Fleisher is carrying the banner for the NDP in Tuxedo where he is
running against long time incumbent Heather Stefanson. Fleisher, 23, is the
former chair of the Manitoba branch of the Canadian Federation of
Students. He was most recently press secretary to the Cabinet of the
Government of Manitoba. He is also still working toward an Honours
degree in Political Science at the University of Winnipeg.

As a candidate, Fleisher’s goal, he says, is to protect the legacy of the
NDP. He praises the current government’s efforts in health care, education
and job creation for young Manitobans such as himself.

“I am afraid that the PC cutbacks will derail the progress that we have
made since 1999,” he says. “We (the NDP) are out there campaigning in all
57 ridings to get our message across.”

MATTHEW OSTROVE
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Jewish lawmaker in Britain threatens to quit
Labour Party over anti-Semitism

(JTA) – A Jewish Parliament member in
Britain threatened to quit the Labour Party
unless it works harder to address anti-Semitism
within its ranks. 

“Anti-Semitism in any political party cannot
be tolerated, and it is for the leadership to make
that absolutely clear,” Michael Abraham Levy, a
member of the House of Lords, said Monday
during an interview on Sky News. “If they don’t
make that clear, I will start to question that
myself and actually question my being a Labour
peer and a proud member of the Labour Party.” 

Levy’s comments came after a party activist
was suspended last week, for a second time, for
slurring Jews – the activist said Jews have “big noses” and “slaughter the
oppressed” – and two leaders of the Oxford Labour Union Club resigned
after leveling charges of anti-Semitism and discrimination against the
party-backed organization. 

Party leader Jeremy Corbyn responded to Levy’s charges, saying he
“clearly hasn’t been listening to the seven times since I became leader I’ve
absolutely condemned anti-Semitism, Islamophobia, any form of racism.” 

“It is absolutely something I totally passionately believe in and I’m dis-
appointed that Lord Levy has made these remarks,” Corbyn said in an
interview on Sky News that followed Levy’s. 

Corbyn has been accused of being anti-Israel because of past comments,
including describing the terrorist groups Hamas and Hezbollah as “friends.” 

German foreign minister
FRANK-WALTER

STEINMEIER

Lord MICHAEL
ABRAHAM LEVY

Correction
In Myron Love’s March 16 column we incorrectly spelled Zach

Ostrove’s name in the caption under his picture. We also misspelled his
mother, Resa’s name.

We apologize for the mistakes.
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Open Letter to PM Trudeau
To The Honorable Jim Carr MP

Dear Sir:
Official Opposition Critics, MP’s Peter Kent and Tony Clement March

16th, 2016 wrote and distributed an open letter to Prime Minister Trudeau,
calling on him to ensure Canada votes against the UN Human Rights
Council’s first choice of candidacies for the position of “Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories
occupied since 1967”, being Britain’s Prof. Penny Green and Canada’s
Michael Lynk.

I am forwarding this letter set out below to you for your attention.
Both candidates, Green and Lynk have apparently distinguished them-

selves by prior statements as being virulently anti-Israel-anti-semitic. 
The UNHCR has as you must know distinguished itself as being anti-

Israel-anti-semitic by its past choices of Special Rapporteurs including
notorious anti-semite, Richard Falk and his successor with suitable anti-
Israel-anti-semitic credentials, Indonesia’s Makarim Wibisono. Under their
leadership, the UNHCR spared no effort to vilify, demonize and delegit-
imize Israel.

Will you publicly join MP’s Kent and Clement in appealing to Prime
Minister Trudeau to ensure Canada calls on the UN and UNHCR to dis-
qualify both Britain’s Prof. Penny Green and Canada’s Michael Lynk from
being candidates for the UN’s “Special Rapporteur on the situation of
human rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967” and will
vote against those two candidates should the UN and UNHCR choose to
put their names up for a vote?

I would appreciate your yes or no reply. If however, you are not prepared
to take a public position on this matter against the candidacy of Green and
Lynk, I would appreciate you explaining why not.

Sincerely,
Bill Narvey 
River Heights-Tuxedo constituency

Please disqualify anti-Israeli candidates for UN
Special Rapporteur for Palestine

Dear Prime Minister:
We are writing to you today as the Official Opposition Critics for Foreign

Affairs regarding two of the eligible candidates for the position of “Special
Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in the Palestinian territories
occupied since 1967”. The two leading candidates, Penny Green and
Michael Lynk, have both promoted extreme anti-Israeli views. Canada
must strongly and publicly condemn these two candidates and strongly
advocate for their disqualification.

According to UN Watch, Ms. Green has posted tweets accusing Israel of
“ethnic cleansing” and “apartheid” and has compared Israel to the Islamic
State. She supports the total boycott of Israel as a part of the Boycott,
Sanction and Divest (BDS) movement. She even went so far as to com-
plain that the United States and the United Kingdom have not yet started
“bombing Israel for its massacres.” It is absolutely outrageous that such an
individual can be considered the leading candidate for any UN body.

Michael Lynk, a Canadian who is currently the second ranked candidate,
plays a leading role in the Canadian Palestinian Education Exchange
(CEPAL), a group which promotes “Israeli Apartheid Week” events,
addresses “One State” conferences which seek to eliminate Israel, and calls
for the prosecution of Israel for war crimes. Mr. Lynk also blamed the
events of 9/11 on “global inequalities” and “disregard by Western nations
for the international rule of law.”

Regardless of the questionable nature of even requiring a one-sided UN
Special Rapporteur on these issues, the two leading candidates are prima
facie disqualified from the position. The rules of the UN Human Rights
Council are clearly defined in resolution 5/1 and 16/21 – the criteria of
“impartiality” and “objectivity” are to be of “paramount importance” when
selecting and appointing mandate-holders. Ms. Green and Mr. Lynk should
have been disqualified from the outset. Furthermore, Richard Falk, who
held this position in 2014, is an outspoken supporter of Hamas. To avoid
further embarrassment and controversy, while also ensuring Israel is not
unfairly targeted yet again by a UN body, this position must be filled by a
candidate with an objective voice.

As you know, the House of Commons recently adopted a motion to con-
demn the BDS movement as an unwarranted attack against Israel. To con-
tinue standing up for the right of Israel to exist and live in peace with its
neighbours, Canada must exercise its influence at the UN. We call on the
Government to write to the Council president, South Korean ambassador
Choi Kyong-lim, and call on him to disqualify these candidates as they do
not meet even the most minimal criteria of impartiality and objectivity as
required by Human Rights Council resolutions.

Given your government’s stated intent to continue building on former
Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s strong support of the State of Israel, we
trust you will receive advice in the collegial manner intended.
Yours sincerely,
The Honourable Tony Clement
Official Opposition Critic – Foreign Affairs
The Honourable Peter Kent
Official Opposition Deputy Critic – Foreign Affairs

Post script: In a related development, Canada’s foreign affairs minister,
Stephane Dion, has also added his voice to those questioning the appoint-
ment of Michael Lynk as Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in the Palestinian territories occupied since 1967.

In a Tweet issued Friday, March 25, Dion wrote: “We call on @UN_HRC
President to review this appointment & ensure Special Rapporteur has
track record that can advance peace in region #HRC”

Dion did not elaborate on Twitter, but the minister’s office said he is con-
cerned about past statements Lynk has made, noting that the Ontario pro-
fessor would have applied on his own to be a UN Special Rapporteur.

“They are not nominated by their states and anyone can apply directly to
the UN; this candidate was not put forward by Canada and does not repre-
sent the views
of this govern-
ment,” Dion’s
office said in
an e-mailed
statement.

The state-
ment also said
Canada’s UN
a m b a s s a d o r
made it clear
the human
rights council
should appoint
a “profession-
al, neutral and
credible” can-
didate.
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Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
1077 Grant Avenue at Wilton Street 

Saturday, April 9, 2016 7:30 pm 
Door 7:00pm, Tickets $17, Advance $15, Tel: 204/488-0207 



By EDMON J. RODMAN
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Can the essence of Passover fit into a box? Fans

of Manischewitz and Streit’s will undoubtedly answer, “Yes, in a matzah
box.”

But a successful Kickstarter campaign called Hello Mazel aims to reinvent
that box, promising a package filled with Passover-related “Jewish awesome-
ness” that will be delivered to your door (or someone else’s).

The project was a smash on Kickstarter, to the tune of more than $152,021
with 1,395 backers.

Investors who pledged a minimum of $45 will receive a box in April con-
taining “three twists on the tastes of Passover, a Haggadah like none you’ve
ever used, and a Seder plate that is not a Seder plate,” says the enigmatic pitch.

Thinking inside the box, I wondered what would go into a box of my own
creation. Perhaps a jar filled with the essence of full-strength maror to revive
them to the awe of liberation. Also a Seder clock; one that doesn’t mark the
time but rather the steps of the Seder, so that people who had wandered off
could find their place. Also, something to clean wine stains from my shirt –
that alone would be worth 45 bucks.

I already have plenty of packaged Passover foods that twist my insides, a
box of Haggadahs I only use once a year and so many Seder plates we have a
“discussion” each Passover on which one to use. So I was curious about what
Hello Mazel was really offering. Was it basically just a Jewish take on the
trendy subscription boxes of artisanal what-have-you? Or was this a box that
could also feed the soul?

Most of all, I wondered: What could a box filled with Passover stuff do to
actually bring Jews together?

To get a better understanding of the Hello Mazel’s Passover box – one of
four promised packages that Hello Mazel plans to deliver this year – I spoke
with Yoav Schlesinger, executive director of The Kitchen, the San Francisco-
based, rabbinically-led spiritual community that is putting the project togeth-
er.

The Kitchen, which describes itself as “a religious startup,” says on its web
site that Judaism is about “provoking awe and purpose.”

To that end, they had to “rethink what might go in a box of Jewish stuff,”
Schlesinger explained. As a goal, they wanted something that was “unexpect-
ed and inspirational,” he said.

For now, the item-by-item contents of this “highly designed” box remain
known only to the Kitchen. However, speaking about the box’s mix of food,
ritual object and text, Schlesinger says he hopes the food will provide an entry
point to the Jewish content, and the Jewish content will provide a “framework
in which to understand why the foods are relevant.”

Moving beyond “symbolic ethnicity” – a term coined by sociologist Hebert
Gans describing a nostalgic relationship with Judaism that relies on a “love for
and pride in a tradition that can be felt without having to be incorporated in
everyday behavior” – Schlesinger said one question driving the project was:
“How do we get Torah to more people and into more people’s hands?”

As an answer, The Kitchen’s crew created a Haggadah, a prototype of which
Schlesinger and others successfully tested at their own Seders last year.

“We reinvented and re-engineered a way of telling the Passover story, which
is what the Seder and Haggadah are meant to do,” he said.

The Haggadah could serve as either a supplement or a replacement,
Schlesinger added.

“For a Seder newbie it certainly would be an appropriate first-level,
Haggadah-like experience,” he said.

As for the Seder plate, its design has them reaching creatively, looking for a
way to present something that is “heavy, expensive and beautiful” in a box
that’s 10 by 12 by 4 inches (and also needs to contain the rest of the offerings).

Long accustomed to my table’s round Seder plate, I began to picture how a
new form might add difference to this night of distinctions. Would it be in the
form of a hand? Would it come like a jigsaw puzzle for those seated at the
table to solve?

The food items are “kosher style,” so Schlesinger acknowledges the box “is
not going to be for everyone.” He also realizes its limitations. He isn’t sure,
for instance, that the hope of opening the box at the Seder table and “it releas-
es magic” is a reasonable expectation, Schlesinger told me. What is reason-
able, he said, is that it will create “some inspiration.”

“What about putting an inflatable rabbi in the box?” I asked, jokingly won-
dering what kind of magic I needed to keep everyone’s attention at my own
Seder table.

Unfazed, Schlesinger, whose father is a rabbi, liked the idea – he said it
reminded him of the popular novelty known as “snakes in a can.”

Yet I still wondered how even a brilliant new Haggadah could hold every-
one’s interest – especially that of a generation used to doing practically every-
thing online.

Schlesinger responded that Judaism – contrary to recent attempts to project
it into virtual communities – has always been about the senses, the “tactile”
experience of “touch, feel and taste.”

“What is a moment we can share?” he asked. “Not just a digital space”; how
do we “recapture the experiential moment?”

Opening a box – whether filled with objects from Hello Mazel or from our
own imaginations – might just be the way.

(Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who writes on Jewish life from Los
Angeles. Contact him at edmojace@gmail.com.)

Boycott stickers cropping up on Israeli 
products throughout Canada

TORONTO (JTA) – More stickers advising consumers not to pur-
chase products made in Israel are popping up across Canada. 

Facebook posts now show the stickers on Sabra hummus, Keter and
SodaStream products, Glutino biscuits, dates and tangerines at grocers,
and at hardware stores in Montreal, Winnipeg, Hamilton and Brampton,
Ontario, and other towns in British Columbia. 

“Warning!” the
stickers state. “Do
not buy this product.
Made in Israel: A
country violating
international law,
the 4th Geneva
Convention, and
fundamental human
rights...#BDS.” 

The labels are
being distributed
free by the
M o n t r e a l - b a s e d
Canadians for
Justice & Peace in
the Middle East, or
CJPME, which
launched the sticker
campaign after the
House of Commons
voted last month to
condemn the
Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions, or
BDS, campaign
against Israel. 

“CJPME was
specifically cited in
the parliamentary
motion targeting
organizations sup-
porting economic
action against Israel,
and CJPME has
launched its new
campaign in
response,” the group
said on its website. 

In recent week, the
stickers had been
affixed to bottles of
Israeli wine in
Vancouver, British
Columbia, and to
grocery products in
Calgary, Alberta. 

Both affected
companies removed
the labels and
vowed increased
vigilance. 

3 items that say Passover: Which do you choose?
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DONNA DIDUCH
B E A U T Y  S A L O N

1214 Pembina Highway

452-1281

Happy Passover to all our
friends and customers



Jerusalem, maybe next year: Passover bookings seeing sharp decline
By BEN SALES

TEL AVIV (JTA) – By now, Gil Azoulay would have expected his hotels
would be 80 percent booked for Passover.

Instead, Azoulay – who runs a chain of boutique hotels – has roughly half
his rooms still available.

Azoulay opened Smart Hotels – a mini-chain of three small, midrange
hotels that focus on providing personal attention to guests – in May 2014.
Two months later, war broke out in Gaza, stunting Israel’s tourism indus-
try. The months that followed saw a string of terror attacks in Jerusalem.
Then, after a lull, a wave of stabbing and shooting attacks began last
September and has yet to ease. The conflict has taken a toll on Azoulay’s
business, driving down Passover reservations 30 percent. Within the
tourism industry, he’s not alone.

“The whole city is experiencing this decline,” he said of Jerusalem. “If
once it was sold out for Passover and ‘chol hamoed’ [the holiday’s inter-
mediate days], that’s happening less now.”

The Passover season is a significant income source for Jerusalem hotels.
Bookings in April 2014 and 2015, the months of Passover, accounted for
nearly 10 percent of the total hotel income for western Jerusalem in those
years, according to Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics.

Hotels across Jerusalem have seen a fall in Passover bookings this year,
according to Arieh Sommer, director of the Israel Hotel Association. While
he estimated that hotels would have about 85 percent of their rooms booked
ahead of Passover in a normal year, this year he says the average could be
as low as 70 percent.

It’s a drop that
began with the July
2014 Gaza war,
known in Israel as
Operation Protective
Edge. Prior to the
conflict, in April 2014
– the month of
Passover – Jerusalem
hotels took in about
$40 million. April
2015 saw a 10 percent
decline, to approxi-
mately $36 million.

“Since Protective
Edge, there have been
problems in incoming
tourism to Israel,”
Sommer said. “We

saw that after Protective Edge, tourism rose again. But because of [recent]
difficulties in Jerusalem, there is a slowdown in tourists coming to Israel.”

Violence isn’t the only factor hurting Jerusalem’s hotels. Apartment
rentals, booked through companies like Airbnb, have cut into hotels’ mar-
ket share since long before the Gaza war. According to the Central Bureau
of Statistics, Jerusalem hotels peaked at 10 million foreign guests in 2010.
Since then, there’s been a steady decline.

“There was an assumption that the city was collapsing,” said Ilanit
Melchior, director of tourism for the Jerusalem Development Authority.
“The bottom line is that there was a decline, but it was not dramatic. During
the intifada of the 2000s, the city proved it knows how to recover fast.
There’s terror all over the world, not just in Jerusalem.”

And not all Jerusalem hotels are suffering. The Waldorf Astoria
Jerusalem, which opened in 2014, has reported a 200 percent increase in
bookings over last year. General Manager Guy Kleiman attributes the rise
to the hotel’s brand name and the praise in reviews.

The Inbal, another five-star hotel, expects bookings to remain relatively
stable this year. Alex
Herman, Inbal’s vice pres-
ident of sales and market-
ing, told JTA that many of
its Passover guests are
repeat visitors to Israel
who remain relatively
unfazed by the unrest.

“This is a population
that comes,” Herman said.

“A lot of people have family here. Life goes on, life is OK.”
None of the hotels contacted by JTA have advised guests to avoid certain

areas, nor changed their security protocols in any way. Kleiman echoed
Herman, saying the Passover tourists in Jerusalem are often repeat visitors,
and they know to avoid more dangerous areas.

“People are mature enough to know where to go, where not to go,”
Kleiman said. “People who come to Jerusalem in these times know the
city.”

Azoulay expects his hotels to withstand the decline, though he hopes
calm will return soon and tourists will again feel comfortable walking the
streets. Like other hoteliers, he’s also counting on Israelis to support the
Jerusalem hotels by choosing to spend Passover in the capital. While over-
all hotel bookings have declined in Israel in recent years, domestic Israeli
tourism is on a steady upswing. Internal Israeli hotel bookings increased 9
percent between 2014 and 2015.

“We want the Israeli tourist to come, to reassure him that there’s nothing
to worry about,” he said. “We need them. They should come to Jerusalem.”
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“We want the Israeli tourist to
come, to reassure him that

there’s nothing to worry
about. We need them. They
should come to Jerusalem.”



On living in Israel and not
keeping kosher for Passover

By NERYS COPELOVITZ
(Kveller via JTA) – So I’m just going to come right out and say it: We

don’t keep kosher for Passover. I feel a bit like a party-pooping high school
senior who chooses not to go to the prom revealing that. After all, we
moved to Israel to bring our kids up Jewish and live close to our Israeli
family. But we are secular Jews and the simple truth is that we pick and
choose how we observe in line with our beliefs about what’s important for
us and what’s not.

I’ve read on Kveller about how Mayim Bialik makes her Passover mean-
ingful, how Amanda Bradley secretly loves Passover and Tamara Reese’s
wonderful ideas to make observance less intimidating. I applaud and
respect all those suggestions, opinions and choices. I know that people who
observe the holidays from a strong sense of spirituality and tradition get a
tremendous amount of nourishment from them. That’s something to envy.

Seventy percent of Israelis will be joining those ladies in banishing the
hametz from their homes and digestive systems for the week. But while
they will be cleaning, shopping and dusting off their Passover recipe
books, puzzling out how to get through this week without bread, pasta and
rice, I’ll be chilling out and stocking up on the banned goodies before they
perform their annual weeklong disappearing act.

Although we choose not to rid our house of hametz or refrain from eat-
ing it, it doesn’t mean we don’t honor or celebrate the holiday; we do. For
the past six years I’ve been taking turns hosting the Seder – and yes, that
part we do without the presence of hametz at the table. We read the
Passover Haggadah, we dip our fingers in wine as we recite the plagues,
we recline. But mostly we wait for the bit where we can eat the food, sing
the songs and let the kids hunt for the afikomen.

In hol hamoed, the week after the Seder, Israeli supermarkets hide their
wheaty wares on burka-dressed shelves, forbidden to purchasers one and
all. Most restaurants keep kosher and the whole country is shrouded in a
barbecue fog as Israelis cook up their choice of the tastiest alternative to
wheat – meat! We tend to eat at home during this period, delving into our
pile of forbidden hametz like thieves. If we feel a little like “outsiders” in
the swimming sea of observance, it’s OK.

It’s true in a way that we are choosing all the fun, warm and fuzzy bits of
the holiday while ignoring the restrictive, roll-up-your-sleeves challenging
parts. As secular Jews, the rules and dogmas of religion don’t play a big
role in our lives. I don’t think it makes us any
less Jewish – it just makes us less observant. We
are still book-loving, family-hugging, charity-
giving, kugel-eating Zionists struggling to
make it work in our homeland and to find a way
that’s meaningful to us.

Even without observing the weeklong prohi-
bition of hametz, my kids still learn about the
history of their people at school and from the
Seder, and they are still laying down traditions
to be carried over to their children. They inhale
the spirit of the holiday, even if practically we
don’t do everything that Exodus commands us
to do.

So happy and kosher Passover to those of you
who do – and just happy Passover to those of
you who don’t. May we always be free to deter-
mine our own way.

(Nerys Copelovitz lives in Israel, where she is
the mother to two teens and a first-grader. You
can catch her ruminating on Jewish, Israeli and
parenting issues on thoughtfondue.com.)

Passover Seder: 
How to be a good guest

By JULIE WIENER
(MyJewishLearning via JTA) – If you’ve never been to a Passover

Seder, you might be feeling a bit intimidated at the prospect. 
Relax. The Seder is an opportunity for celebration, discussion and lots

of tasty food. 
Here are some things to know before you go:

What should I wear?
People usually dress up a little for the Seder, but it’s best to ask your

host ahead of time, as Seder attire can run the gamut from jeans and T-
shirts to suit-and-tie. You’ll probably eat a lot, however, so don’t wear
anything with a tight-fitting waist!

What should I bring?
Again, it’s best to ask the host ahead of time. 
If he or she requests food or wine, make sure to find out whether the

family keeps kosher and how strictly they observe Passover dietary laws. 
Even if your host does not keep kosher, you should avoid bringing

baked goods, like breads or cakes, as these flout the tradition of avoiding
leavened foods, unless the products are labeled kosher for Passover.
Flowers are always a good option as well.

Is there a prayer service before the meal?
The Seder, which commemorates the Israelites’ Exodus from slavery in

Egypt (the first 15 chapters of Exodus), is a service of sorts, replete with
blessings, rituals, songs and readings. 

To get a better feel for what happens and in what order, we recommend
you check out this article about the Seder and this one about the
Haggadah.

Will the Seder be in Hebrew?
Some families do conduct the Seder all in Hebrew, but many primarily

stick to English, with the exception of reciting some prayers and bless-
ings in Hebrew. 

To familiarize yourself with some of the Hebrew terms used through-
out the Seder, check out our Must-Know Passover Terms.

How long does the Seder last?
Seder length varies even more than Seder attire. Some families read

every page of the Haggadah, the book that details all the Passover rituals,
blessings and readings, along with all sorts of supplemental readings,
while others do a very abbreviated version. That means the Seder can
range from under 30 minutes (followed by a leisurely meal) to literally
all night.

Traditionally the Seder has two parts: readings and rituals for before the
meal is served, and readings and songs that follow the meal. 

However, many families – particularly those with small children – dis-
pense with the second part and focus on the pre-meal rituals. You can ask
your host to provide a ballpark estimate in advance.

(Julie Wiener is managing editor of MyJewishLearning.)
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Kenaston Wine Market
Kenaston Village Mall  
1855A Grant Avenue,  Winnipeg, Canada 
P. 204-488-WINE (9463)  F. 204-487-0834  
E. kenwine@mts.net   www.kenastonwine.com

WINNIPEG’S BEST 
KOSHER WINE SELECTION
Kenaston Wine Market opened in 1994 with the goal of providing 
outstanding quality and value-priced wines to Winnipeg wine 
lovers – including kosher wines.  Not long ago, most kosher 
wines were unforgettably sweet, but times have (thankfully!) 
changed.  We have the traditional sweet Concord, the popular 
Moscato wines, sophisticated Chardonnay, crisp Pinot Grigio, 
juicy Shiraz, and many others.

FUN & FRUITY 
CROWD PLEASERS WITH A HINT OF FRUITINESS
Baron Herzog Chenin Blanc (California) $18.95
Baron Herzog White Zinfandel (California) $17.95
Weinstock White Zinfandel (California)  $19.95
White by W (California) $21.95
Efrat White (Israel) $15.95

A LITTLE SWEETNESS  
LONG-STANDING FAVOURITES
Jeunesse Pink Moscato (California) $28.55
Bartenura Moscato (Italy) $26.95
Gabrielle Moscato (Italy) $21.98
Moscato by W (California) $21.95
Joyvin Red (Italy) $22.79
Joyvin White (Italy) $22.79
Rashi Claret (California) $21.95
Zakon Semi-Sweet Petite Sirah (California) $26.95
Chizay Semi-Sweet Butterfly (Ukraine) $21.29

BIG & BOLD – JUICY, LUSCIOUS REDS
Herzog Cabernet Sauvignon  
    Reserve (Napa Valley) $74.95
Harkam Shiraz (Australia) $42.95
Yarden Mount Hermon Red (Israel) $29.59
Weinstock Cabernet Sauvignon (California) $19.95
Alfasi Reserva Malbec Syrah (Argentina) $19.95
Alfasi Cabernet Sauvignon (Chile) $16.95
Altoona Hills Cabernet-Shiraz (Australia) $19.95

CRISP & REFRESHING – FOOD- FRIENDLY WHITES
Bartenura Pinot Grigio (Italy)  $31.85
Dolcemente Bianco (Italy) $16.98
Gabrielle Pinot Grigio (Italy) $21.98
Baron Herzog Pinot Grigio (California) $23.95
Baron Herzog Sauvignon Blanc (California) $23.95

SPARKLING
Primo V Prosecco (Italy) $19.95

RICH & INVITING 
DELICIOUS CHARDONNAY IN AN ARRAY OF STYLES
Weinstock Chardonnay (California) $19.95
Barkan Classic Chardonnay (Israel) $18.49
Altoona Hills Chardonnay (Australia) $16.99
Alfasi Chardonnay (Chile) $16.95

CLASSICALLY SMOOTH – RED WINES THAT  
LOVE TO BE PAIRED WITH HOME-COOKED MEALS
Barkan Pinot Noir (Israel) $24.55
Galil Mountain Pinot Noir (Israel) $27.95
Gabrielle Montepulciano d’Abruzzo (Italy) $22.98
Gabrielle Chianti (Italy) $23.98
Bartenura Toscana Rosso (Italy) $17.95
Dolcemente Rosso (Italy) $16.98
Altoona Hills Cabernet-Merlot (Australia)  $16.99

TRADITIONAL FOR PASSOVER
Kedem Cream Red (New York) $12.99
Manischewitz Concord $9.59

All Kosher for Passover

 

SPRING SALE!
Terroso Cabernet Sauvignon & 
Chardonnay are on special! From now 
until June 30th Terroso is $12.99 per 
bottle or $149.00 per case.

1855A Grant Avenue

Kenaston Blvd.

Grant Avenue

(Route 90)

Superstore

N
1855A Grant 
Avenue, 1/2 block 
east of Kenaston 
Boulevard (across 
from Superstore)

@kenastonwine                           

Kenaston Wine Market 

Kenaston Wine 

kenastonwinemarket

EASY ONLINE 
ORDERING 

NOW  
AVAILABLE! 

CITY WIDE 
DELIVERY AVAILABLE

CALL 204-488-9463 
FOR INFORMATION!

PLEASE ENJOY RESPONSIBLY
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By REBECCA ABRAHAM
Kosher coordinator for Sobeys on Taylor

Passover is fast approaching! While it may seem overwhelming at first,
the best thing to do is divide and conquer! Make a list (or five) and start at
the beginning. There are several important things that need to be done to
properly keep the holiday of Passover. 

You have to make sure to sell all your chametz. You can actually now sell
your chametz online! On Passover, we are not supposed to even see any-
thing with chametz, so if you are putting your products away to sell, you
need to move them to an area of the house that can be locked/covered and
left alone for the entire eight days of Passover. 

The house needs to be free of
chametz crumbs as well. In our house
we don’t allow food upstairs or
downstairs the whole year, just on the
main floor to allow for easier clean-
ing on Passover. This is a great time
to do a bit of spring cleaning! Toys do
need to be cleaned well, anything
plastic can be given a bath to clean it,
the kids generally love to help with
this one! We clean some of our toys;
Legos, some cars, some large fisher
price houses and boats etc., and put
the rest away for after Passover. The
kids are so excited after because they
haven’t seen these toys in “so long”!
Divide the house up into different
sections, take two to three days and
spend a little bit of time each day on
that section. Once you are done that
section, put a sign up that the room is
chametz free and everyone in the
house will know not to bring their
sandwich in there. Make sure that
you do bedikat chametz the night
before Passover! You can find exact
instructions on how to do that on
aish.com or Chabad.org! That is also
a really fun thing to get the kids
involved in! 

Getting ready for the Passover
Seders seems daunting. There is so
much to prepare! Luckily, Sobeys on
Taylor has almost everything you
need to help you get your Seder
ready in no time. If you aren’t
preparing a Seder this year, but
attending them, Sobeys on Taylor has
a huge selection of elegant, kosher
for Passover hostess gifts. One of the
new products we are featuring this
year is kosher for Passover Welch’s
grape juice! It is the perfect grape
juice for your Seder! We have low
sugar grape juice available as well!
We are carrying an assortment of
meats – briskets, roasts, short ribs,
ground beef, tongue, whole turkeys,
turkey roasts, whole chickens, cut up
chickens, chicken necks and so much
more to make sure your Seders are
delicious! We also have a selection
of horseradish and pre made charoset
for the all important centerpiece of
your table, the Seder plate. 

Another important mitzvah for
Passover is Ma’ot Chitim, essentially
giving tzedakah. This special
Passover fund, originally intended to
provide the poor with matzah, is
known as “the wheat fund,” or kim-
cha d’pischa, “Passover flour”. Find
a fund near you that helps the local
needy and contribute generously.
(According to Jewish law, when dis-
bursing charity, the local needy are
our first concern.) If you do not
know of such an organization, con-
tact your local rabbi; he will be
happy to point you to a local fund or
to personally direct your funds to
needy families who will use them to
celebrate Passover.

For the eight days that we celebrate
this special holiday, it may seem

challenging to come up with tasty, healthy ideas for all to enjoy. Sobeys on
Taylor has brought in kosher for Passover smoked salmon this year, so you
can enjoy a piece of matzah with cream cheese and lox. We have a stun-
ning assortment of artisan jams in our Passover section. Try adding a bit to
your matzah brei this year to kick it up a bit! And of course we have a wide
selection of cereals, cold and hot, pancake mixes and syrup, Wissotsky teas
and Turkish coffee, because breakfast for dinner is always a winner!

It is a wonderful mitzvah to include other families in your Seders and var-
ious Passover meals. Reach out to a new family in Winnipeg, or friends that
don’t have family in town, and share in the miracle of Passover together!
Chag Kasher v’Sameach!
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Can you risk it to buy a brisket?
Can you risk it to buy a brisket when it is

almost the most expensive cut of meat? “Yes,”
says Al Jones, a Lockport butcher since 1971,
“because of the drool factor. It is just so deli-
cious, that you can’t stop eating it.”

When Ricki Silver was leaving for Toronto to
visit her family she faced a dilemma: Do you
continue the brisket tradition with the sky rock-
eting price? But it was the plaintiff cry of her

granddaughter Charlie, “Bubba, are you bringing the brisket and the
gravy?” she wailed over the phone that answered the dilemma. Ricki had
no choice but to continue her over 40-year brisket tradition and schlep it to
Toronto cooked and ready to enjoy.

Why do we love this rather tough cut of meat so much? Why has the price
hit the roof? Why do so many Jewish people feel their holiday table is
empty without a brisket? Why do people treasure and brag about their own
brisket recipes? And what are we going to do with this time honoured
Jewish tradition now that brisket is just so popular and expensive?

“Brisket is one of the tastiest cuts, hands down, just unbelievable,” says
Jones. Because of this, the demand has gone up particularly because more
people have smokers, slow cookers and back yard barbecues. Jones has
found that brisket customers are younger and watch cooking shows so they
are more inclined to try new recipes. At the same time, the price of beef has
been steadily rising and shows no signs of changing. This is a function of
the Canadian dollar, global economy, climate change and farming prac-
tices. “Farmers are using their fields to grow crops that can be used for
making gas,” says Jones. This results in higher costs to grow the corn need-
ed for cattle grazing. 

Jews have been eating brisket for what seems like forever and, according
to Mathew Goodman, in his charming cookbook “Jewish Food: The World
at Table” this brisket business began at the end of Genesis 32 when Jacob
had an attack from an angel and injured his thigh vein. Jews stopped eating
the cow’s hindquarter. Plus kosher meat requires quick preparation so the
meat is not fully aged and tenderized. The result is that Jews had to find
other ways to make meat tender, says Goodman. Brisket, with its need for
slow cooking, is simply the perfect food. 

Meat, including brisket, is also a cornerstone of Jewish deli food. David
“Ziggy” Gruber, who is featured in the documentary “Deli Man”, said he
had a calling to continue this style of cooking. “I feel my ancestors right
next to me. It makes me happy,” he says in the film. Perhaps this is what
drives many of us to pine for brisket and have it on our holiday table. 

“Everyone has a brisket story”, says Stephanie Pierson in her book “The
Brisket Book: A Love Story With Recipes” and often “my way is the only
way”. In my Thursday lunch group, one person swears by onion soup, oth-
ers marinate in different concoctions involving either coke, beer, coffee,
soy sauce or orange juice. Even the most uncompetitive person is likely to
have a strong opinion on how to make the best brisket. Al Jones recom-
mends to avoid using salt, as this tends to make the meat tougher and
believes that marinating is crucial. 

Competition is also intense on the price front
and everyone seems to be trying to find a good
buy. But price should not be the only considera-
tion. Quality counts. Al Jones says that you
should buy your meat from a reputable butcher
to make sure that it has been hanged and aged
properly. He recommends that it has a bit of fat
on it. “That is why knives and forks were invent-
ed a few hundred years ago,” he said. You need
the fat to keep the meat moist and tender. Just
cut it off after the meat has cooked.

So what is it with this brisket love affair? No
question, once you go through the days of mari-
nating, cooking, cooling, slicing, and reheating,
brisket is a totally forgiving cut of meat. If your
guests are late, forget to come, or impossible to
please, brisket is your most reliable main course.
This slab of meat never gets dry, everyone loves
it and leftovers are to die for. For Ricki Silver,
there are four food groups: “meat, vegetables,
dairy and brisket.” Chances are with this kind of
passion, mixed with tradition and love of food,
the price will not dissuade people from having a
brisket on their holiday table.

Brisket keeps us connected to our past and ele-
vates our celebrations to a special event. Our tra-
ditions keep the holidays alive and bring family
and friends together. Many of us have their own
superior brisket recipe passed down from one
generation to another and strong memories of
food prepared with love. This brisket food chain
tells a story that deserves to be preserved.
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Why do we love this rather tough cut of meat so
much? Why has the price hit the roof? Why do so

many Jewish people feel their holiday table is empty
without a brisket? Why do people treasure and brag
about their own brisket recipes? And what are we

going to do with this time honoured Jewish tradition
now that brisket is just so popular and expensive?

By

FERN SWEDLOVE



By JNS.org
Chef and best-selling author Paula Shoyer returns to

JNS.org with recommendations that she guarantees will
match the Passover culinary tradition while simultane-
ously enlivening your Seder.

All of the recipes are courtesy of Shoyer’s book, “The
New Passover Menu” (Sterling Epicure, February 2015).

Seder plate salad
Servings: 6 
Prep Time: 10 minutes 
Cook Time: 10 minutes 
Advance prep: dressing and lamb may be made 2 days

in advance 
Equipment: cutting board, knives, measuring cups and

spoons, small saucepan, tongs, small bowl, whisk, large
serving bowl 

This is Paula Shoyer’s version of a French niçoise salad
with lamb instead of tuna. It contains the ritual compo-
nents of the Seder plate and table. The dressing is made
from kosher sweet wine and maror (the bitter herb, in this
case, white horseradish), creating a creamy pink dress-
ing. This salad also makes a nice lunch or light dinner
during chol hamoed, the non-Yom Tov intermediate days
of Passover. 

Ingredients for the salad:

2 pieces of lamb shoulder (about 20 ounces/600g total)
2 teaspoons extra virgin olive oil 
Salt and black pepper 
1 large head romaine lettuce, cut into 2-inch (5-cm) pieces 
2 stalks celery, thinly sliced 
1 cup (40g) loosely packed fresh parsley leaves, roughly chopped 
1/3 cup (40g) walnut halves, roughly chopped into 1/2-inch (12-mm)
pieces 
2 apples (Red Delicious, Fuji, or Gala), cored and cut into 3/4-inch (2-
cm) cubes 
3 large eggs, hard-boiled and quartered 

Ingredients for the dressing:

1/2 cup (120ml) mayonnaise 
4 teaspoons jarred white horseradish 
1 tablespoon sugar 
2 tablespoons sweet kosher wine 
Salt and black pepper

Directions:
1. Preheat oven to broil or an outdoor grill

to medium-high heat. 
2. To make the lamb: Rub the lamb shoul-

der pieces with oil and sprinkle with salt and
pepper to taste. Broil or grill for 4 to 5 min-
utes per side for medium rare, or until
desired doneness. Let cool for 5 minutes
and, if serving immediately, slice into thin,
2-inch-long (5-cm) pieces. If making in
advance, wait to slice the lamb until after
reheating. The lamb may be roasted 2 days
in advance; cover and store in the fridge. 

3. To make the salad dressing: In a small
bowl, whisk the mayonnaise, white horse-
radish, sugar, and wine until well combined.
Add salt and pepper to taste. The dressing
may be made 2 days in advance; cover and
store in the fridge. 

4. To assemble the salad: Place the
romaine pieces in a large bowl. Add the cel-
ery and parsley and toss to combine.
Sprinkle the walnuts and apples on top and
arrange the egg quarters around the perime-
ter of the bowl. Scatter the lamb pieces on
top. To serve, scoop some of everything onto
each plate and drizzle with the dressing.

Seared tuna with olives and capers
Servings: 4–6
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 6–8 minutes
Advance prep: may be made 1 day in advance
Equipment: measuring cups and spoons, cutting board, knives, large fry-

ing pan, silicone spatula
Paula’s family consumes a lot of sushi, so everyone is thrilled when she

has seared tuna on the menu at her house. It is the quickest main dish to
prepare if you, like her children, enjoy fresh tuna pretty raw; it cooks in
minutes. The olive and caper relish has strong flavors, so she often serves
it on the side. Several companies certify capers for Passover, but if you can-
not find them, substitute green olives.

Ingredients:
4 tuna steaks (6 ounces/170g each)
1/2 teaspoon dried basil
1/2 teaspoon dried thyme
Black pepper
3 tablespoons (45ml) extra virgin olive oil

3 tablespoons chopped red onion, cut into
1/4-inch (6-mm) pieces
4 cloves garlic, chopped into 1/4-inch (6-mm)
pieces
3 tablespoons capers, drained, or green olives,
cut into 1/4-inch (6-mm) pieces
1/3 cup (45g) green or black olives (or a combi-
nation), cut into long slivers
1/2 teaspoon sugar
Directions:

1. Sprinkle both sides of the tuna steaks with
the basil, thyme, and pepper to taste. Heat a large
frying pan over high heat (do not add any oil).
When the pan is hot, add the tuna steaks and
cook for 1 to 1.5 minutes on each side, just long
enough to sear the outside. Leave the center raw,
unless you prefer tuna cooked all the way
through.

2. Remove the tuna steaks to a plate. Reduce
the heat to medium and add the oil. Add the red
onion and garlic and cook for 2 minutes, stirring
often. Add the capers, olives, sugar, and pepper
to taste, and cook for 1 minute. Remove the pan
from the heat.

3. Place the tuna steaks on a cutting board and
slice into 1/3- to 1/2-inch-thick (8- to 12-mm)
slices.Place the slices on a platter and sprinkle
the caper and olive mixture on top, or serve it
alongside in a small bowl.
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Chef Paula Shoyer’s Passover menu enlivens your Seder - maintains tradition

Paula Shoyer's Seder plate salad 
Credit: “The New Passover Menu”
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The JBI Library: Helping the visually impaired recapture the joys of reading
Diana was a painter…she
was a teacher…she was a
seeker of knowledge. She
was a woman with a zest for
life. But when glaucoma
took her eyesight, much of
what defined Diana – and
gave her life meaning – was
lost –until she found JBI.
Thanks to the JBI Library,
86 year old Diana is still a
seeker of knowledge. Over
the last 11 years she has
“read” over 300 books from
our collection, along with
our magazines!

Like Diana, thousands of
visually impaired people around the world – and right here in Florida –
have recaptured the joys of reading and reconnecting to Jewish commu-
nal life with the help of the JBI Library.

JBI, currently celebrating its 85th birthday, was established as the
Jewish Braille Institute in 1931 in a small Bronx apartment. No one then
involved could have imagined that it would grow to become JBI
International, the world’s largest library of Jewish interest for the blind
and visually impaired, serving 35,000 individuals in thirty countries on
six continents, and in nine languages – English, Russian, Spanish,
Yiddish, French, Hebrew, Romanian, Hungarian and Polish. JBI empow-
ers visually impaired, blind and reading disabled people of all ages and
backgrounds by giving them access to the written word through the spe-
cial formats of Audio, Large Print and Braille. All of JBI’s services are
free of charge.

JBI’s original mission was to provide Braille versions of religious and
Jewish educational materials not then available. In the course of time, its
work has necessarily expanded to assist the rapidly increasing population
of older men and women who, as an unfortunate consequence of
increased longevity, unexpectedly find themselves forced to adjust to
severe vision loss, often as a result of macular degeneration, diabetic
retinopathy, inoperable cataracts and glaucoma. There are also many
older adults who can no longer physically hold a book.

In the last decade, JBI’s client base has grown exponentially. By

expanding its holdings,
reaching out to the com-
munity so that more people
are aware of JBI’s unique
services, and by harnessing
advances in technology,
today’s JBI is meeting the
needs of an amazingly
diverse population.

The JBI Talking Books
library contains more than
13,000 titles: fiction, histo-
ry, short stories, humor,
Jewish studies, biographies
and memoirs, cookbooks,
mysteries and more. We
also offer many titles in
Large Print. JBI also has its

own magazine, The JBI Voice which is recorded every month and con-
tains a broad selection of articles on topics of current interest. JBI’s
Periodicals Series includes selections from The Jerusalem Report,
Commentary, Moment, Tikkun, Hadassah and other major journals. The
popular monthly JBI Cultural Series offers lectures, concerts, and dra-
matic readings. All of JBI’s library materials are delivered to clients’
homes.

JBI’s Special Publications include Haggadot, the Bible, Psalms, the
Yizkor service and prayerbooks for all denominations in Audio, Large
Print and Braille. These materials are meant to be kept by the client for
use again and again. 

“I never thought that I would read at a Seder again. I cannot thank you
enough” 

- Romy
Passover is quickly approaching. JBI offers Haggadot (in Large Print,

Braille and Audio) free of charge. Whether it is a grandfather hoping to
lead a Seder as he has for decades… or a child who hopes to read the four
questions for the first time… JBI’s mission is to make sure that every
Jewish person can participate.

If you or someone you know could benefit from a Large Print
Haggadah or any of JBI’s free services, JBI urges you to contact their
librarians at 1-800-433-1531 or email them at library@jbilibrary.org.
(JBI’s website: www.jbilibrary.org)
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Turning the page on Aspergers
Comedian Adam Schwartz writes his first book

By BEN WALDMAN
Adam Schwartz has accom-

plished a lot.
The stand-up comedian trav-

elled with his Fringe show,
“Aspergers; A Tale of a Social
Misfit, launched Autistic
Productions to support artists
who are on the autism spectrum
and now has written a book.

“On paper, it seems impres-
sive,” Schwartz says. “But, it
really isn’t.”

Schwartz, a 29-year-old comic
with Aspergers syndrome, is
releasing his first book, “I Have
Aspergers So I’m Better Than
You. Shh... Don’t Tell Mom!”j,
in April.

The book is a memoir based on
his experience living with the
autism spectrum disorder.

When talking about the somewhat confrontational title, Schwartz grins
widely, anticipating the giggles and gazes his debut book will elicit.

“That’s a big reason why I chose a goofy picture of me wearing a crown
and a blanket as a cape,” he says. 

But beneath his mockery, Schwartz knows that the book has a latent pur-
pose; for many people, it will serve as their first exposure to Aspergers. 

“I’m trying to confront mainstream society by saying, ‘Look, I’m sick
and tired of all these representations (of Asperger),’” Schwartz says.
“Every single representation of it is Sheldon from ‘The Big Bang Theory’.”

Sheldon, played by Jim Parsons on the CBS sitcom, is an obsessive-com-
pulsive, routine-oriented physicist. In science, he’s brilliant, but when it
comes to socializing, he struggles.

Where Schwartz insists characters like these miss the mark on represent-
ing Aspergers is in that they don’t want friends, social interactions or love.

Schwartz would kill to have more of all three. 
“People with Asperger take a lot longer to pick up on cues and body lan-

guage,” Schwartz says. “By the time I realize you want to be my friend or
someone wants to be romantically involved with me, the opportunity might
have passed.”

Schwartz has faced these problems his whole life. His performances are
a battle against the public perception of a condition they don’t really under-
stand.

In his act, which Schwartz has honed for about five years, the comedian
transforms all of these disadvantages into assets with a stoic manner of
honesty and criticism that is central to the man he is.

Schwartz says channeling that into a book was challenging for him and
he worked with an editor for the first time to get it right. He hated that.

“The feeling of having what you wrote ripped to shreds. The tough love
of something you thought was absolutely golden, and finding out you’re on
the wrong track.”

Schwartz has high hopes for his work. 
“Ideally, it sells amazingly, I win an Oscar when they turn it into a movie

and everyone loves me and I become a huge star and girls date me because
I’m famous,” Schwartz says.

Find Adam Schwartz at open mics throughout the city or by visiting
autisticproductions.com.

(Reprinted with permission from The Uniter.)

More about Adam Schwartz’s book
There is a shortage of books about

Aspergers from the perspective of people liv-
ing with autism. Most of the books are writ-
ten either from the perspective of a profes-
sional or from the perspective of a parent of
someone on the spectrum. Therefore, there
has never really been much discussion about
how people on the autism spectrum feel
about the disability or even whether or not

they even consider it a disability. 
Mainstream society pretty much ignores the group altogether. Some

people point to Sheldon Cooper as a representation of people on the
“autism spectrum, even though “The Big Bang Theory” never addresses
whether or not he is on the spectrum as that would allow people to chal-
lenge the representation. 

Sheldon Cooper is a terrible representation because, unlike most peo-
ple on the autism spectrum he is not interested in social interactions,
making friends or romantic relationships. Most people on the autism
spectrum are very interested in having more of all three, but, often strug-
gle with them.

Why do we struggle with social interactions? It’s because there are sev-
eral assumptions about how someone in a social interaction is supposed
to act and react. “I’ve got Aspergers, so I’m better than you. Shh… don’t
tell mom!” tries to turn these assumptions on their heads and argues that
we would have a more tolerant, reasonable society if we approached
social situations the same way people with Aspergers do. 

This book addresses issues such as why it is so difficult for people on
the autism spectrum to get a job, how we feel about the bar and one night
stands, and why we find the world so darn confusing. 

This hilarious book is selling for $20 dollars and you can get your copy
by emailing Autisticproductions@gmail.com

Adam Schwartz, a local comedian
and writer, will release his first
book this April.

Photo by Simeon Rusnak

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

Security for Jewish institutions 
an urgent need

Security and safety of Jewish organizations and businesses is a real and
everyday concern, especially now, confirmed by a B’nai Brith report that
says anti-Semitic incidents are up 28 per cent since 2012.

For those seeking to learn more about how to increase safety and
awareness, there is a free live webinar (online seminar) dubbed
“Protecting our people and place: security and safety strategies for
Jewish schools, synagogues and businesses”. 

This webinar, taking place Monday Apr. 4 at noon, offers Canadian
Jewish businesses and leaders access to an unparalleled team of global
security experts who’ll discuss risk management.

Coordinated by Arthur J. Gallagher, one of the world’s largest insur-
ance and risk management companies, and partnered with the Canada
Israel Chamber of Commerce, the webinar features keynote speakers:

Nir Maman, an elite anti terrorism trainer and law enforcement officer
who teaches police departments and security and military forces all over
the world, including the FBI and Homeland Security. He was an Israeli
Defense Force Commander and Counter Terrorism Instructor, Canadian
Law Enforcement Officer, Security threat and risk assessment specialist.
“Having served in fields of military, policing, and security all over the
world, I have many years experience in dealing with a wide spectrum of
threats ranging from criminal all the way up to terrorism,” said Maman.
Max Hazin, is CEO of Northern Force Security, which specializes in
security for Jewish institutions. He was a former security agent for Prime
Minister of Israel Olmert and former Chief Sergeant, Israeli Defense
Forces. He also trains police all over the world. Hazin offers some exam-
ples of what individuals can do to stay safe: 

“It’s important to have a mindset of personal awareness and precaution.
In everyday situations, as a security professional, I look out for suspi-
cious vehicles. Are they parked in one spot for an extraordinarily long
time? Do they seem abandoned? I am cautious, especially, with cars
parked in front of shuls and schools. With individuals you may encounter,
stay on notice for people whose appearance looks irregular or irrelevant
for the current weather or season. The key word would be awareness.
Know that you might be vulnerable, be proactive and prepared.”

Sam Feldman, is senior VP, Alberta Region, Arthur J Gallagher
Canada. He is a board member of Calgary UJA Federation. Feldman
offers practical advice for synagogues, as he insures many synagogues in
Western Canada. “It’s vital that our Jewish centres, synagogues, schools,
camps, organizations and businesses remain safe places for the Jewish
community to gather. With the growing threats and pressures around the
world now making their way into North America, safety and security
can’t be taken for granted,” says Feldman.

Paul Bassett and Justin Priestly (will be joining live via video from
UK): Directors of Arthur J Gallagher Crisis Management team. They are
former British Army Officers involved in Counter Terrorism and Bomb
Disposal. They now run a global crisis management practice for AJG. 

Participants will learn how to:
• Conduct a threat and risk assessment to identify weaknesses in your

facility, structure and staff protocols.
• Be prepared for worst case scenarios.
• Plan measures and potential steps prior to special events.
• Develop emergency response protocols and implement them. 
• Obtain government funding to help fund security upgrades.
HOW TO REGISTER: Go to www.JewishSecurityWebinar.com
Click “Register Now” and complete the form. 
RSVP by Mar. 28
QUESTIONS? Email info@jewishsecuritywebinar.com or call 289-

842-7180 x703 or visit jewishsecuritywebinar.com for more info. 
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Jonas Chernick’s diverse career as actor, writer, and producer
By BERNIE BELLAN

Former Winnipegger Jonas Chernick’s latest
film, “Borealis”, which was shot entirely in
Manitoba, is set to receive its Winnipeg pre-
miere on Friday, April 15. Recently I chatted
with Chernick, who was in his Toronto home,
about the film and his career. 

(My questions to Chernick are italicized)

When was this film actually made?
We shot the film in October of 2014.

It was shot entirely in Manitoba, was it?
One hundred per cent.

You can tell – I really got a kick out of the
South Beach casino being on the way from
Dauphin to Flin Flon.

(Laughs) Well, we changed the name.
Technically it’s another casino.

There is a casino up there. We just couldn’t get up there to shoot. It’s not
as glamorous. But there is a casino on the reservation there. The South
Beach casino is filling in for it.

Before I forget, “the rabbi” in the opening scene. I’m sure there was a
character in the Guy Ritchie film, “Lock, Stock and Smoking Barrels” that
had a character named “the rabbi”. Was it entirely coincidental that you
had a character with the same name?

I would never steal something intentionally – especially from a Guy
Ritchie film. You know, those things have a way of fitting into your sub-
conscious. I may have accidentally stolen it.

Talking about the character though, is the rabbi the bankroller for the
Kevin Pollack character (Tubby) in the film?

I’m creating this sort of fictional, but based on actual events, kind of
world. When my father played cards when I was a kid, he was involved
with this community of Jewish professionals – family men…lawyers, doc-
tors, dentists, restaurateurs – and they had a weekly poker game.

To me, as a kid, peeking into that world was exciting and I created this
whole mystery about how dangerous it was. I remember he’d tell stories
about guys – there was Bugsy or Meyer or Bernie – like you. There was
this cast of characters in my head that I imagined my dad was playing cards
with.

In fact, I think they were sitting in the back room of the Marigold or one
of the Chinese restaurants downtown and eating Chinese food or at a deli
and eating corned beef sandwiches and playing poker. I created this sort of
world in my head and that’s what I was trying to create in the movie.

The idea of a character named “the rabbi” – I liked the idea of a Jewish
character with that name.

But wasn’t there in the opening scene a rabbi or an Orthodox Jew sitting
at the poker table?

Good catch – you’re the first person to notice that. There is an Orthodox
Jew playing at the table, but he’s not the rabbi.

A bit of trivia: the actor who was playing that Chassidic Jew at the poker
table is a Winnipeg actor by the name of Harry Nelken.

Harry Nelken? He was just in a pretty good show put on by the Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre called “Shiksa”.

Harry played my father in a Winnipeg Jewish Theatre production of “The
Chosen” many years ago and he, in fact, played a rabbi in that play.

I couldn’t tell who else in the film was a Winnipeg actor. Did you use a
lot of locals?

Yes, almost entirely. The only actors who weren’t local actors were the
girl who played my daughter (Joey King) and Kevin Pollack, of course,
who’s from Los Angeles, and a couple of others. The rest were locals.

Was your wife in the movie played by Emily Hampshire? She was in “My
Awkward Sexual Adventure”, wasn’t she?

Yes, I’ve used her before – I’ve used her in my films many times. She’s
terrific.

How old is Joey King in real life?
Joey King turned 15 just before we started shooting.

You’re kidding! I thought she was one of these 22-year-olds who can play
someone much younger. So, she was really playing her age then?

She was playing her age and she’s a real star.

I can see that from her other film and TV credits. She’s been in so many
productions already – and she’s so young. With all the awards she’s won for

her role in this movie – I don’t
know whether you can say that
she steals the picture, but she cer-
tainly shines in it.

I think she steals the picture.

Well, you know what, you’ve got
that trademark hang-dog expres-
sion now. I don’t know whether
you’ve ever been told that.

I’m creating that for myself. I
keep creating these same charac-
ters for me to play – and they’re
all of that type.

Yes, you are the classic
“shlemiel”. You know the difference between a “shlemazel” and a
shlemiel”, don’t you?

I don’t remember.

A shlemiel is someone who spills the chicken soup and the shlemazel is
the one who has the chicken soup spilled on him.

Ha ha ha – that’s great.

Who came up with the ending by the way? Was it you or Sean Garrity
(Chernick’s collaborator on this movie as well as “My Awkward Sexual
Adventure”)?

Sean had come up with the idea for this movie and it was about a three-
sentence idea that he pitched me…and he included the ending.

I burst into tears when I heard the idea for the ending. Then he made a
short film based on the idea he had and I asked him whether I could turn it
into a feature length film. The feature is very different from the short film
but the ending remains the same.

(At this point I asked Chernick some questions about the ending of the
movie, but I don’t want to give away the ending here. Suffice to say that I
wondered how credible the ending of the movie was.)

I can’t say it’s autobiographical but it is based on an actual experience. 
What happens in the movie isn’t a surprise to the character I play – even

though it may seem like that. But, if you watch the movie again, you’ll see
that he lies to try and protect his daughter. 

The story was terrific and I think anyone here will get a kick out of see-
ing how you use Manitoba settings entirely, but the relationship between
the father and the daughter is really beautiful. It’s a road movie. The gen-
esis of the plot – did you see it as a road movie all along?

I never thought of it as a road movie even though I knew from the very
beginning it was going to be a journey from Winnipeg to Churchill. It’s
funny – you don’t think of that as a road movie. Road movies are almost
always from east to west or vice versa. We think that it’s the first south-
north road movie…certainly in Canada.

I never thought of it as a road movie, but it absolutely is, and there’s no
greater journey for two characters to take, to come together and figure each
other out – and to come clean with one another while being on the road.

Yah - I was almost crying at the end. I find that the only things that bring
me to tears are movies – and my own kids.

So, how many movies have you been involved with now? You must be
about 43 or 44, right?

I’m 42, but I look older in this movie. This is the third movie that I’ve
written, produced, and starred in. There were a couple of others that I’ve

A scene from Jonas Chernick’s most successful film to
date: “My Awkward Sexual Adventure”. (By the way,
the photo above is an example of appearances being
deceiving.)

Continued on next page.

Top photo and above: Scenes from
Jonas Chernick’s latest film,
“Borealis”, shot completely in
Manitoba.



collaborated in, and there were
dozens of others that I’ve acted in.

(Also TV series, Chernick adds.)

Have you been in other movies since “My Awkward Sexual Adventure”?
This is the first one that I’ve written, produced, and starred in since “My

Awkward Sexual Adventure”, but I’ve been in other films. I was in a movie
called “Blood Pressure”, also by Sean Garrity, I shot another sex comedy
called “How to Plan a Sex Orgy in a Small Town”, which is opening in
May across the country.

And in Lithuania, I presume (in reference to “My Awkward Sexual
Adventure” having the third-highest opening box office of any film ever
shown in Lithuania, of all places).

We’ll have to wait and see. Other than that, it’s been a lot of TV work.

So, has it been steady since “Sexual Adventure”? After all, you called me
within five seconds of my sending you an e-mail asking you to call me
tonight.

No, as a matter of fact I’m studying a script right now. I’m being picked
up to shoot a TV series in the morning. It’s been good. The last year has
really been about finishing “Borealis” and promoting it. I’ve been to a
handful of Canadian film festivals to promote the film. I haven’t done so
much acting the past year, but now I’m back, also actively putting togeth-
er the next film.

Did you know that your film is opening here four days before our provin-
cial election?

No, I didn’t know that.

And you did receive considerable funding from the Manitoba government
for this movie. Perhaps if you get some stellar returns at the box office here,
you could parlay that into some good publicity for Greg Selinger.

Let’s hope so.

You also had Buffalo Gals involved in this film. It’s truly a Manitoba film.
The only other Manitoba films that I can say I’ve seen are some Guy
Maddin films, but I can’t say that I’m a Guy Maddin fan. His stuff is just
too weird for me. 

But, there have some successful TV series shot here. “Maximillian Glick”
is one.

“Less than Kind”.

“Less than Kind” – right. That’s a cult favourite, isn’t it? I’ve never
watched it, but I’ve heard it’s good.

But this one (“Borealis”) really seems to raise the bar, I’d say. 
When it comes to bankrolling a film like this, how difficult is it to do?
It’s incredibly difficult to do. It’s incredibly difficult any time a film gets

financed. It’s a complicated web, it’s like a series of miracles that have to
happen to get a film made.

That was your role too, I imagine.
I was very involved with that. As a producer, and as the person who’s

more motivated than anyone to get this film made, because I wrote it and
because I play the main character – I’m the person who’s most inspired to
do it.

It’s tense, but it’s also like a complex puzzle – and I’m also a puzzle
solver.

I suppose your experience with “My Awkward Sexual Adventure” must
have helped you though. That one has made money, hasn’t it?

It’s done very well. It exceeded all of our expectations and it kind of gave
me – I wouldn’t say a “free pass”, but it did give me the opportunity to
make a more challenging film. I think if I had tried to make this particular
father-daughter, road trip movie, without the success of “My Awkward
Sexual Adventure” prior, it would have been far more difficult. 

Are you working on another script right now?
Yes, I literally have five projects in development. Two of them I’m try-

ing to produce this year, a third possibly this year, maybe next year, and a
couple of others within the next two years.

If someone, say in Winnipeg, maybe a friend or a relative were to say to
you: “Jonas, let me in on your next movie”, how would that work?

You mean as investors?

Yah.
(Chernick laughs heartily) 

Well, haven’t people approached you after “Sexual Adventure”?
No, all I do is knock on doors and beg people to invest. There’s no one

calling on you asking if they can invest. It’s very, very difficult to find
investors, so if you want to put that in the paper, you can say that anyone
who’s interested in being an executive producer of a Canadian feature film
can contact me.

And you’ll promise them a lead role in the film too?
Well, we’ll talk. I’m open to anything.

So the film premieres in Winnipeg April 15 and you open in Toronto April
8.

Is it opening in a big theatre in Toronto the way it will be in Winnipeg (at
the Landmark Empire Theatre in the Grant Park Shopping Centre)?

No, the Toronto theatres that we’re playing in are not Landmark. This
movie is not a multiplex kind of popcorn film in the popular sense. We
can’t compete with the superhero films. We’re doing a very specific, kind
of art house, small theatre, city-by-city release, where we can be very
involved and very heads on…We’re playing the indie theatres.

It all comes down to the first weekend. If people come to see it on the
first weekend we’ll have a chance to create some buzz. If people can find
it on that opening weekend, then I think we’re in good shape because audi-
ences have been loving it at the festivals. The feedback has been incredible
– even more positive than “My Awkward Sexual Adventure”.

I’ve seen the considerable number of awards that you’ve already one,
especially the accolades for Joey King. Does it make a difference to movie-
goers in Canada that it’s a Canadian film?

I don’t think so. A good story is a good story and I don’t think that the
average movie-goer knows going in that they’re watching a Canadian
movie. Certainly when they sit down and watch this movie they’ll imme-
diately know that it’s set in Canada because Manitoba is a character in the
movie.

Manitoba is a character but you didn’t resort to using any stereotypical
Mounties for instance.

No, we tried to be authentic. We didn’t use any moose. It’s a different
kind of Manitoba that people are used to seeing.

Any final words? I’m going to have to translate this into a two-page
interview.

(Chernick laughs) I just want to say that I would encourage Winnipeggers
– especially Winnipeggers in my Jewish community that I was so much a
part of for so many years to come out opening night.

By the way, you are going to be here for the premiere, aren’t you?
That’s right.

So, are you going to introduce the film the very first showing?
I’m going to introduce the film on Friday night, April 15 – both screen-

ings. I’m going to do a Q and A after the film – both screenings, and it
would be great to see people that I haven’t seen for a long time…family,
friends, people in the community that I worked with when I worked at the
Rady JCC, BBYO, Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, or Camp Massad – all these
organizations that were a part of my life for so many years. It would be
great to see those people.

I’m sure you’ll do well. Based on my own experience, it was a terrific
film.

This interview will go into our March 30 issue. I’ll put a review into
either the March 30 issue or the April 13th one. That’s how I rolled it out for
“My Awkward Sexual Adventure”. I think it worked well.

Are you kidding? It was incredibly helpful. Why do you think I called
you before I called any of the Winnipeg press? 
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35-year-old Jonas Chernick playing Agent Heironymous Slade, smit-
ten with new ICS agent Khalida Massey (Athena Karkanis) in a scene
from the highly-acclaimed CBC series “The Border”. (from the Nov. 18,
2009 issue of The Jewish Post & News)
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Limmud Diary 2016
By MYRON LOVE

This year’s sixth annual Limmud,
on the weekend of March 12-13,
attracted a record 400 plus partici-
pants, the oldest being 102-year-
old Sophie Shinewald and 97-year-
old Dr. Albert Rosenberg. This
year, there were also a larger num-
ber of younger adults and some
teens.

“We were trying to attract more
younger people as well as Gray
Academy students,” says Judi
Shuster, one of three Limmud
chairs this year.

To achieve that goal, Limmud
Winnipeg featured among its 36
presenters Winnipeg rapper Jeremy
Hecht and Andrew Lustig, an
American “Jewish Spoken Word
Artist” whose poetry on Jewish and
Israeli identity has reached mil-
lions, in viral YouTube videos and
in live performances.

Also well known to Gray
Academy students and graduates
was presenter Barry Bender, an
American Jewish educator. For the
past 30 years and more, Bender has
been flying into Winnipeg from
New York every year in January to
lead a Jewishness awareness retreat
for Gray Academy high school stu-
dents.

At Limmud, Bender did presenta-
tions on Jewish Meditation and
“Judaism, Science and the first
seven days of creation. This writer attended the latter one. 

For that session, the New Yorker with the self-deprecating approach had
an audience of between 40 and 50. Each one of us had a copy of Breshit –
the Torah’s account of creation – which we analyzed in minute detail under
Bender’s guidance with reference to various branches of science.

“The goal of a good teacher is not to provide all the answers, but rather
to get students to think in new ways,” he said. 

“Science was originally a reaction against religious dogma,” he noted.
“The religious establishment’s reaction to science was to dig in its heels.

“But science and religion aren’t necessarily contradictory. I can see the
brilliance of creation in scientific research.”

Bender began the study of the Torah text by pointing out that there are six
days of creation, not seven – because on the seventh day, the Lord rested.

There was some subsequent discussion on the meaning of the word “cre-
ate” and the constantly expanding universe as well as how it is possible that

light and darkness can co-exist simultaneously
e.g., when you close your eyes in a well lit room) and water may also refer
to gaseous liquids (“thus the waters above and the waters below”).

“There is nothing in the Torah that negates evolution,’ Bender pointed
out.

Sandra Lilienthal, a long time adult Jewish educator from Florida, also
did two presentations at Limmud – the first an overview of Brazilian
Jewish history (she is originalyl from Brazil) and the second a discussion
focused on the women in Megillat Esther – a fitting topic so close to Purim
(which was last week). 

She first pointed out that some of the “facts” that people think they know
about the Purim saga are not in the story at all – having been postulated
centuries later by different rabbis. As an example, nowhere in the Megillah,
she noted, does it say that Vashti – the first Queen of King Ahasuerus – was
ordered by her husband to appear naked at his victory party.

In brief, Vashti was having her own party and refused to come at the
king’s request to his drunken bacchanalia. The story goes that as a result the
King stripped her of her crown. Lilienthal suggested that he took that action
at the urging of his advisors that a wife defying her husband would set a
bad precedent for the kingdom as a whole.

Lilienthal portrayed Esther (who is identified in the Megilla as
Mordechai’s first cousin, not his niece as is popularly believed) as an
assimilated young lady without a particularly strong Jewish identity who,
at first, resisted Mordechai’s urging to speak to the King – perhaps out of
a sense of helplessness, perhaps out of indifference – but her cousin con-
vinced her that if she didn’t take action, she would no doubt share the fate
of her people.

Lilienthal was a dynamic and energetic teacher who exuded enthusiasm.
The third presenter that this reporter heard was a disappointment to say

the least (and the first time that I have ever come across a disappointing
presenter in six years of Limmud).

Jim Wilets is an American professor of law and has been involved in
drafting international human rights legislation. He was billed as having
been involved in negotiations between Israelis and Palestinians in the
1980s. 

I attended his second presentation of the day – a look at the future of
Israeli-Palestinian peace prospects. As soon as I saw his outline, I knew
there was conflict ahead. While Wilets started his talk by proclaiming his
love for Israel and support for Zionism, he quickly began talking about
Israel becoming as “apartheid State” and the possibility of a “two-state
solution” fast fading unless Israel soon takes action to make peace with the
“moderate” Palestinians. He claimed that the president of Palestine,
Mahmoud Abbas, is a “partner for peace” despite his demonizing Israel,
celebrating terrorists and last fall protesting Jews with their “dirty feet”

Len Udow- Tfilah with a song

Limmud organizers

Stephen Hyman - 
God’s role in illness & recovery

Shimshon (Patrick) Elazar - 
Major security threats facing Israel

Continued on next page.

Delicious home cooked 
prepared food for Passover

Check out our catering menu at 
gwensecter.com 

or phone 204-339-1701

1588 Main Street

PASSOVER WITH
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Under supervision of Vaad Hakashrut of Winnipeg

Wishing our members, friends 
and the community 

a peaceful and joyous Pesach

Order deadline: April 14
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Community news Here’s a real life Winnipeg story about
the reality of the onset of dementia

When Lucy talks about her husband George, she likes to tell people
about what he can do. George has vascular dementia. While symptoms
of the disease have impacted on the couple’s life, both Lucy and
George maintain a positive outlook and find ways to keep involved and
active. That includes participating in the Minds in Motion® program,
now being offered at the Rady JCC starting April 7, 2016.

“The great thing about Minds in Motion® is that George and I can
participate together,” says Lucy. “We were starting to feel isolated
because activities we can do as a couple are few and far between. ”The
physical activity segments of the program are helping to get the cou-
ple back into shape and both Lucy and George particularly enjoyed a
recent musical segment that involved drumming and singing. “Music
is important – it gives you a boost,” say George, who has had a love of
music throughout his life.

Their story gives hope to couples in similar situations and they thank
Minds in Motion® 

It’s a weekly two –hour program (total of eight weeks) that combines
physical activity, socialization and mental stimulation for those with
early, to mid-stage Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias.

It’s a hard subject to talk about, but the Minds in Motion® program
will sharpen mental functioning, increase confidence in physical and
social activities, improve balance, mobility, flexibility and alertness. It
also provides a warm welcoming atmosphere and a social group set-
ting.

Lucy and George’s story continues as the couple feels a genuine con-
nection with others during the sessions. They are also starting to get
together with their new acquaintances afterwards for coffee or lunch.
“There are all sorts of dimensions to Minds in Motion® that we just
didn’t expect and we think it’s amazing,” says Lucy. “The leaders are
kind and make things enjoyable, and the volunteers are fantastic. ”Best
of all, George can do it all, just like anybody else. He’s excited about
signing up for the next session.

To register call the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510.

desecrating the
Temple Mount
by walking on it.

Wilets called
on “moderates”
on both sides to
get together to
negotiate peace.
He is obviously
unaware that
what moderates
there may be
among the
Palestinians have
no political
power or base of support.

Wilets received a great deal of blowback from his audience with argu-
ments he seemed unable to counter.

In speaking to the individual on the Limmud organizing committee who
recommended Wilets, she expressed how upset she was by the professor’s
second presentation. ”I first knew him in Israel many years ago and we
reconnected in Florida about a year ago,” she said. “He had told me that he
had been involved in negotiating with the PLO. I didn’t expect him to be
so controversial. He seemed to be all over the place in that presentation.”

The committee member and others who heard Wilets speak in the morn-
ing on dealing with the PLO reported that presentation was all right – per-
haps because it dealt with the past. (He also spoke at a dinner at Etz
Chayim on Friday evening where a number of people reportedly walked
out on him. (Jonathan Buchwald, Etz Chayim’s executive director, sug-
gests that people left the room because of the poor quality of the sound sys-
tem rather than the speaker’s content.)

The other out-of-town presenters were New Yorker Scott Shay, past
chair of the Commission on Jewish Identity and Renewal of UJA-Jewish
Federation and The Fund for Jewish Education and the author of “Getting
Our Groove Back: How to Energize American Jewry”, and his daughter,
Ariel, a recent graduate Queen Mary, University of London (she earned an
MA) who spoke about Jewish sports figures in crisis; Gary Kenzer, the
North American Executive Director of Honest Reporting.com (who also
spoke at Limmud Winnipeg two years ago); and former Winnipeggers
Benjamin Shinewald, former CEO of Canadian Jewish Congress, and
Bryan Borzykowski, an award-winning business journalist.

There were also a few new wrinkles at the 2016 Limmud. 
Judi Shuster noted that this year, there were musical performances sched-

uled during all breaks between sessions as well as performances by the
homegrown Dor Chadash and Yona Youth Choirs and by the Gray
Academy’s Yiddish students. 

And, Shuster reports, in another enhancement this year, Limmud partic-
ipants were able for the first time to get a discount on tickets for the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s “Shiksa”. WJT executive director Ari Weinberg
was himself a  presenter at this year’s  lLimmud  and a staging of the play
was held as part of the Limmud Saturday evening program.

“We are trying to reach out to as many people as we can,” says Shuster.
“I had spoken to a number of people who have never attended Limmud
because they thought it was just for religious people and Torah study. We
try to offer something for everyone and we had an amazing group of speak-
ers.”

Among the communal sponsors for Limmud Winnipeg were: the Asper
Foundation (the major sponsor), Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, the
Chesed Shel Emes, Congregation Etz Chayim,  Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia Synagogue, and Temple Shalom.

Knish making workshop

Purim mask and workshop

Continued from
previous page.
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Chevra Mishnayes to celebrate 50th anniversary on Jefferson Avenue
By MYRON LOVE 

The Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue in north
Winnipeg has never been one to try to stand out. 

“We are a haimishe, family-oriented congre-
gation,” says long time treasurer Murray
Greenfield. “I like the fact that we have never
had a rabbi. We have always tried to encourage
everyone to participate in the service.”

On Friday, April 8, the congregation is inviting
everyone to experience a Chevra Mishnayes ser-
vice and join in celebrating the synagogue’s 50th

anniversary on Jefferson Avenue (across the
street from Garden City Collegiate).

The congregation’s origins actually go back to
1908. In the early 1960s, the city expropriated
the land the synagogue stood on in the old north
end to make room for a low cost housing devel-
opment. Led by men such as Dave Leven (who
was president at that time), Shia Steinberg
(comedian David Steinberg’s father), Bert
Waldman, Dr. Pesach Coodin (who lived next
door to the old shul) and Joe Margulius, the congre-
gation rebuilt at its current location.

(In 1971, the members of another old north end
congregation, Oel Jacob, closed their doors and
merged with the Chevra Mishnayes.)

The cornerstone was laid by Joe Margulius in
September, 1965.

“We were thinking
last year that we should
do something special to
commemorate the
anniversary,” says
Marshall Kneller, who
has served as the con-
gregation’s president
for the past several
years. “We tossed
around several ideas
and decided that we
would have a dinner, the
kind of dinner we used
to have annually in the
past.”

Also drawing from
past practice, the con-
gregation will be con-
ferring life member-
ships at the dinner to
two couples – Ted and
Marie Muller and Dave
and Margo Rosenbaum
– who have been long
time members.

“We have sent out
over 250 invitations,”
Greenfield says. “We
hope to have at least
150 people come for the
event. We are reaching
out to children and
grandchildren of past
members. It’s an oppor-
tunity for the children
and grandchildren to
revisit their roots.”

“We have already had
some individuals come
to us for the first time as
a result of the invita-
tions.”

The congregation has
a membership of about
200. In the past few
years, the synagogue
has become egalitarian.

For reservations, con-
tact either Kneller (204
632-7293) or
Greenfield (204 339-
4927).

The Chevra Mishnayes synagogue at the corner of
Jefferson and Sinclair in Garden City

Completed in 1966, the synagogue has a membership of
about 200.
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An interview with Susan Weidman Schneider -
keynote speaker at the upcoming Jewish women’s symposium
Susan Weidman Schneider is one of the world’s best-known Jewish

feminists. The founder and editor of Lilith magazine, Weidman
Schneider is herself a former Winnipegger and, as you will see when you
read the following interview, deeply proud of her Winnipeg roots.

Weidman Schneider will be the keynote speaker at the Jewish Women’s
Symposium, which will be held the weekend of April 9 and 10. Recently
Bernie Bellan had the chance to speak to Weidman Schneider over the
phone -  to discuss her career, how she thinks younger Jewish feminists
compare with their predecessors, and what she’ll be speaking about when
she’s here in April.

(The questions are italicized).

It’s not often that I’m asked to interview someone who’s an icon of the
feminist movement, but I’m well acquainted with your work. Let’s just get
a little bit of your background. You’ve been publishing Lilith magazine for
how many years now?

Thirty-nine years.

What’s the appropriate circulation of Lilith? I imagine it’s sold largely
through subscriptions?

We do about 8,000 in print, and the print edition is sold largely by sub-
scription, though it is also carried in some bookstores. Barnes and Noble,
for instance, carries Lilith.

And we provide magazines for conferences—we’ll have copies at the
Rady JCC the weekend of the conference — for colleges and universities
and for some community events. Now, of course, we have a broad online
readership in addition to print. That’s a little bit difficult to calibrate. We
have about 10,000 subscribers to the Lilith digitalnewsletter, which directs
people to articles online. And some articles attract as many as 25,000 read-
ers online at Lilith.org.

We have a pretty robust digital presence. We’ve now digitized almost 40
years of back issues, so at Lilith.org, there’s a lot of material , some of it
exclusively available to Lilith subscribers, who get the print magazine and
full online access as well. And the Lilith Blog updates many times a week
-  features posts available to everyone. 

Would you have any idea who your readers are – in terms of demo-
graphics?

That’s an interesting question because one never knows who’s reading
online. From time to time, although not very recently, we’ve done surveys
of the print readers.

Our readership cuts a pretty broad swath. There are university students in
there – in their late teens and 20s. There are women in there who are con-
siderably older – in their 50s, 60s and 70s who read the magazine. But we
also know, because we operate really on three platforms: in print, on the
web, also in face to face salons which meet every new issue of the maga-
zine… we know, from those salons, that our readers cut across the age
spectrum. Some of our salons will have women in there in their 20s and 30s
in the same conversation with women in their 70s. That is very exciting to
us.

A lot has been said and written about the lines of demarcation between
younger feminists and older feminists over various issues. Often, I suppose,
it’s just a reluctance to accept what their mothers might have fought for, but
do you have a sense, in terms of Jewish feminist issues, what issues res-
onate most with young Jewish women?

It’s interesting that you should ask this. Lilith magazine recently ran a
cover story entitled “Sisterhood WAS Powerful,” putting  a favourite slo-
gan of the women’s movement into the past tense. There are stylistic dif-
ferences between generations, and then there are content differences – I
think particularly when we look at the group that’s been tagged as millen-
nials – who are now in their teens and 20s and early 30s and who came of
age at the turn of this century—we see some of these differences.

The culture (of millennials)…sometimes appears as a kind of lack of
respect for the struggles that were fought by another generation…you
know, the statements that social change should be happening faster, change
should be happening in a different way. 

From people who struggled to make social and attitudinal legislative
changes around gender issues (everything from being able to nurse a baby
in public to stronger enforcement of laws on partner violence) there’s
sometimes annoyance about why aren’t younger women protesting more
about all the struggles that very much still need to be addressed. On the
other hand, some women in their 20s have been angered at the suggestion
that they should support Hillary Clinton’s presidential campaign because
she is a woman. Then there are structural differences among generations.
Younger women organize using tools that were simply unavailable in the
past— Facebook and Twitter and Instagram and other social media. They

say, “We’re activists, we’re just not on the ramparts. You don’t have to be
picketing.. We’re making change in a different way.”

Real changes have certainly taken place, and Lilith has both reported on
the changes and, in some cases, helped spur the change. It’s no longer a
matter of whether women are ordained as rabbis, for example, but whether
women clergy are going to be considered for plummy jobs the way their
male counterparts might be. And whether women executives in Jewish
organizations are going to be paid on par with men. And whether work-life
balance will become part of the culture in Jewish life for both women and
men. One matter engages all generations of Jewish women, I believe.
Should Jewish feminists make sure that their voices are being heard on
larger women’s issues? It’s not just about reproductive freedoms but, for
instance, issues around First Nations women  and to what extent – and this
is an old, old Jewish issue—to what extent are we particularist and con-
cerned about what goes on in the Jewish community, and to what extent do
we need to take our Jewish values as feminists into concerns for women in
the world around us?

To what extent would a modern Orthodox Jewish woman  - or for that
matter, a conservative Orthodox woman, be able to relate to the issues that
are discussed in Lilith? I’m thinking of Chassidic type women. Do you have
any readers in that group?

We have very, very few among right-wing Orthodox women or more tra-
ditional Orthodox women. The Charedi women, I imagine – not at all. For
the most part, women on the right end of the spectrum are not Lilith read-
ers, although we’ve published first-person accounts by women who have
left the constraints of closed ultra-Orthodox movements

That said – Modern Orthodox women absolutely are Lilith readers. We
talk about a resurgence of interest in Mikvah, for example, not just used in
the traditional way, but for healing after illness – or any kind of transition
in one’s life. There are wonderful new liturgies we’ve published, written by
women who identify themselves as Modern Orthodox. Discussions right
now about women at the (Western) Wall, and about laws of personal status
in Israel, deeply concerning to modern Orthodox women, are very much
explored in Lilith’s pages. 

We often laugh in the office as we remind ourselves that you know you’re
doing something right when you’re getting complaints from both ends of
the spectrum. For instance, there are now about 100 Lilith salons—infor-
mal gatherings that take place in homes or in sisterhoods every few months
to discuss each new issue of the magazine. And sometimes we hear from
women involved in these salons in Reform congregations, asking us why
the magazine focuses so often on Orthodox women. On the other hand, I’ve
been asked many times why the magazine runs articles on lesbian Jews, or
transgender Jews. We cover a great deal of ground. And one of our
strengths, as a reader told me recently in a salon I visited, “I love Lilith
because I read about women like me and women very much unlike me.”

Do you find that Jewish female millennials don’t identify so much as
Jewish any more per se, that they prefer to look beyond ethnic and religious
differences and identify more as members of a certain age group?

I would not make that sweeping generalization. The truth is there is a
specificity that is enormously important to keep in mind. Economic status
and social class and race and religion and geography and sexual identity
and a myriad of other factors all play out in our lives, at times some factors
more salient than others. What generation you are can be one of those iden-
tity markers as well. For example, a lot of the women who have come to us
as young interns or writers may take a slightly different tack around, for
example, Israel. They may be questioning some of Israel’s policies more
vocally than people who are closer in age to Israel’s foundation and the
country’s earlier struggles. But because many of them have had a more rig-
orous Jewish education than females of earlier generations, they’re creat-
ing plenty of new (and sometimes very hip) Jewish programs, organiza-
tions, culture and more. And they’re exploring the Jewish histories of their
female ancestors, and writing about them.

That said, in the early days of Ms. magazine, there was a real reluctance
to have Jewish women’s concerns spotlighted. We were all supposed to be
generalists, but we know that there are many different aspects to people’s
identities. The popular term now is “intersectionality.” You can identify by
your profession, you can identify ethnically, you can identify religious-
ly…you can be a Jew, you can be a Sephardic Jew, you can be a Sephardic
Jewish woman, you can be a Sephardic Jewish woman economist. At a dif-
ferent moment these identities can be consonant, at another moment per-
haps they will be clashing. The idea of intersectionality – which we’ve
written about in Lilith for close to 40 years—has become popular of late,
and that gives millennial women kind of a hook on which to hang their
Jewish identity.

Continued on next page.



Interview (Continued from previous page.)

(At this point, I asked Susan when was the last time she had visited
Winnipeg. Sadly, she explained that she had been here in November to
attend the funeral of her late brother, Martin Weidman. She had also been
here in September for a family wedding, she noted.)

Although I left Winnipeg to go to university in the States, I’ve been back
a great deal. I feel very attached to the city and, as you probably know, we
laugh sometimes about the ‘Manitoba Mafia’. It’s a kind of cousinship, a
kind of a kinship—all those Winnipeggers who connect wherever they are
around the globe.

You know there are far more ex-Winnipeg Jews alive in the world than
there are current Winnipeg Jews.

That may always have been the case. I remember my mother, Zora
Weidman, speaking with pride about so-and-so who’s a noted academic in,
you know, Omaha. Even if we may send Winnipeggers out into the world,
there’s a real sense of attachment. Of course, I still have cousins (in
Winnipeg), and I have a very dear niece and nephew in town.

I spoke at Winnipeg Limmud a few years ago, and, as a matter of fact, the
subject I’m going to be speaking about next month (at the Women’s

Symposium) is a subject I’ve written about. Many years ago I remember
sitting at the Y on Hargrave, talking with women leaders in the communi-
ty about women’s giving patterns, and about funding social-change pro-
jects for women and girls, and I’ve been told that conversation became, in
part, the basis for the Jewish Women’s Endowment Fund of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. Several years ago I was invited back to address
the annual luncheon for the Women’s Endowment Fund. Each time I’ve
returned to the city with pleasure. A sidenote: My husband, who’s a New
Yorker by birth also, loves Winnipeg. 

I’m really looking forward to the upcoming women’s symposium week-
end. I think it’s strong testimony to the power of Jewish women’s activism
in Winnipeg that the themes will be women’s empowerment. The conver-
sations are guaranteed to be very exciting. 
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Women’s
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In 2006 Susan Weidman Schneider was the guest speaker at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba Womens’ Endowment Fund
Luncheon. Weidman Schneider had been instrumental in creating the
Womens’ Endowment Fund, back in 1994. Following is an excerpt
from an article written by Matt Bellan about Weidman Schneider’s
speech ten years ago (May 11, 2006):

Susan Weidman Schneider
recalls her mother, Zora's cook-
ing as "very good", but not par-
ticularly "adventurous".

Weidman Schneider, then a
Winnipeg teenager, offered, as a
remedy, to prepare "orange
duck" for a dinner party Zora
was having, and Zora agreed. .

"I used several jars of orange
marmalade and completed it by
the time the dinner guests
arrived," Weidman Schneider
remembers.

Zora advised Susan, before the
guests arrived, to "tell the guests
it was nothing," and Susan com-
plied.

Weidman Schneider, editor-in-chief for decades of Lilith, a New York-
based Jewish feminist magazine and author, cited that cooking experience
as an example of how women "don't own our own accomplishments, our
own power."...

Weidman Schneider focused in her speech on the changing patterns of
female philanthropy, and how it differs from the way men give to charities.

"Men give because they've been asked. Women give because they have a
cause."

Women tend to first "volunteer" for that cause, and "then give money
toward it," Weidman Schneider said. They also like to ask questions about
what they're investing in or donating to.

"Philanthropy, for women, is a route to power, an alternative path to
power."

Women are also earning "more than before," and "have ownership of
more money," Weidman Schneider said.

They can use that money, through philanthropy and their own invest-
ments, "to do our bidding."

When she was growing up, in contrast, Weidman Schneider recalled,
women only worked for money "out of absolute need."

Even today, she said, women often "inherit" money differently than men.
"If there was a family business, the sons were given the business. The

daughters were often given a small bequest. There wasn't a sense that
women were going to be the main inheritors of family money."

Weidman Schneider feels women are still often too modest about their
own philanthropy and achievements.

"When women say, 'Don't honor me,' that affects women's charitable giv-
ing because women are not as public (about it) as they could be, to inspire
the next generation."

Women also don't "think big enough", when it comes to charitable giv-
ing, she added. Men are often "more experienced" at asking  a cause how
much it needs or wants. .

"Women do not."
"It's useful to ask the grant recipients if this is enough."

Weidman Schneider also urged her audience to support the Jewish
Foundation's Women's Endowment fund. 

Such charitable giving can also include leaving bequests or life insur-
ance in a will.

Only "about five per cent of all charitable giving in North America goes
to causes that specifically help "women and girls," Weidman Schneider
said. That's why the Jewish Foundation's Women's Endowment Fund is "so
important."

Susan Weidman Schneider at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

Women’s Endowment Fund
Luncheon, May 11, 2006
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Israel news

By ALINA DAIN SHARON/JNS.org
Israeli water experts say that a combination of water from rainfall, recy-

cling of wastewater, desalination of seawater, and a large-scare water con-
servation campaign has made Israel nearly drought-proof. That assessment
might be more regionally relevant than ever following the release this
month of a new National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA)
study, showing that a drought from 1998-2012 in the eastern Mediterranean
was the area’s worst drought in 900 years.

Today, more than half of the water supplied in Israel for all uses is self-
generated, said Uri Schor, a spokesperson for the Israeli government’s
Water Authority.

“That makes us a country that can pass a [severely dry] year and even a
series of drought years without worrying too much,” Schor told JNS.org.

The Jewish state’s ability to create a sufficient water supply is particular-
ly noteworthy in light of an assessment by Dr. Ben Cook, lead author and
climate scientist at NASA’s Goddard Institute for Space Studies and the
Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory at New York’s Columbia University,
that “climate change on average will be making this particular region in the
world dryer in the coming decades and over the next century.”

“That means we need to be much more careful with how we use and con-
serve water,” Cook told JNS.org, citing his familiarity with Israeli water
technology methods such as desalination.

NASA’s latest research reconstructed drought history in the Levant
region—encompassing Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan, Israel, and the dis-
puted Palestinian territories—by studying tree rings. Dry years are indicat-
ed by thin tree rings, while relatively wet years are indicated by thick rings.

Trees, Cook said, tend to “put on one ring of growth every year. We can
look at the alternating patterns of wide and narrow rings and reconstruct
drought variability and wetness for previous centuries. And then we can
look at the magnitude of those growths to tell us the magnitude of the
drought or the magnitude of the wetness that would have occurred.”

Samples of tree rings collected from the Levant region were converted to
an index and used to determine that the drought between 1998 and 2012
was about 20 percent worse than the previously driest period over a 900-
year span. This was confirmed by comparing the gathered data with
droughts reported in historical documents. 

If “you look at the Bible,” the Israeli Water Authority’s Schor explained,
it is evident that Israel has always had a scarcity of water. But today’s
scarcity, which has grown during the past 20-25 years and was espe-
cially severe over the past decade, was caused largely by a yearly
decrease in rainfall as well as growths in population and quality of life
that led to higher demand for water.

According to Jack Gilron, head of the Department of Desalination
and Water Treatment at the Zuckerberg Institute for Water Research at
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Be’er Sheva, when it comes to
natural water sources—like the Sea of Galilee, for instance—depletion
is measured through red and black lines.

If an aquifer depletes below a red line, Gilron told JNS.org, “it may
cause damage…but it’s damage that’s considered reversible. If you
then refill it, you counteract what was done. If you go below the black
line…you will cause irreversible damage to the aquifer.”

The water in the Sea of Galilee—known as the Kinneret in Hebrew—
has at times depleted to levels precariously close to these lines.

Schor likes to compare the scarcity of water in Israel over the past
two decades to a bank account. “We reached a certain point that we
earned much less than what we spent,” he said. 

Gilron explained that the winter of 2007-8 was especially dry, bring-
ing only about two-thirds of the region’s expected rainfall, leading
Israel to ramp up its “large-scale seawater desalination program even
more quickly than it had planned.”

Desalination is the process of converting seawater into potable water.
Among the nation’s five desalination plants, the world’s largest seawa-
ter desalination plant, Sorek, is located about 9 miles south of Tel Aviv
and became operational in October 2013. It produces about 624,000
cubic meters (roughly 164 million gallons) of potable water a day. The
plant was built by IDE Technologies, an Israeli water desalination com-
pany named by MIT Technology Review as one of the world’s 50
smartest companies for 2015. It is the same company that co-designed
the Western Hemisphere’s largest desalination plant, a California facil-
ity that is expected to provide the state with roughly 200 thousand cubic
meters (50 million gallons) of drinking water daily.

The Sorek plant desalinates water using a process known as reverse
osmosis, in which pumps create pressure that removes salt from sea-
water through a semi-permeable membrane. As the water passes across
the membrane, only the residual salt brine is left behind. This is then
released back into the Mediterranean Sea in a controlled manner. The
sea is large enough to absorb the salt brine without its overall salt lev-
els being affected. In Israel, reverse osmosis is “definitely the work-
horse,” Gilron said.

But desalination has not been Israel’s only method of producing
much-needed water. Schor noted that Israel is a world leader in the

recycling of sewage water, treating “more than 86 percent of all of [its]
sewage.” According to a newly released quality of life report for the 34-
nation Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development
(OECD), the proportion of Israelis not hooked up to wastewater recycling
fell from 7.7 percent in 2000 to 2.2 percent in 2014, giving Israel the best
percentage in the OECD.

Schor added that on the side of water consumption, Israel has been able to
“cut down very severely the quantities of water budgeted for agriculture,” in
addition to undertaking a large-scale advertising campaign and visits to
institutions like schools in order to advocate for water conservation.

Further, along with saving water in agriculture through Israel’s famed
drip irrigation technology, the Jewish state has conserved water in homes
with devices reducing the amount of water coming out of taps and shower-
heads. In such home devices, said Schor, air is mixed with water “in such
a manner that you get an impression of a very strong stream of water. This
saves approximately a third of the water that you use.”

Schor said Israel’s water conservation campaign led to an 18-percent
reduction in home and city water usage. The Israeli government also
stopped subsidizing the cost of water and reduced by 9 percent municipal
water loss caused by leaking pipes.

Using these various measures, Israel has been able to supply itself with
the 2 billion cubic meters (about 528 billion gallons) of water it requires
each year. That includes the approximately 57 million cubic meters (15 bil-
lion gallons) of water per year that Israel provides to Palestinians living in
the West Bank, which is nearly double the amount that was agreed upon in
the Oslo Accords, as well as the 55 million cubic meters (just under 15 bil-
lion gallons) that Israel provides annually to Jordan. 

Israel also transfers water to Gaza, which is ruled by the Palestinian ter-
ror group Hamas, at a price equal to the cost of desalinating water and
transporting it. A supply pipeline extending to Israel’s border with Gaza
was laid out for this purpose. 

“Several years ago, we laid the line near the [Gaza border] fence on pur-
pose in order to give the Palestinians the increment. With the rise of Hamas,
contact was cut off, and only recently have conditions become ripe to sup-
ply them the water,” Avraham Ben-Yosef, vice president of engineering for
the Israeli national water company Mekorot, told Yedioth Ahronoth in June
2015.

How Israel survived the Mediterranean’s worst drought in 900 years

WOMEN’S 
ENDOWMENT FUND 

LUNCHEON 2016

WEDNESDAY 
MAY 11, 2016 | 12 NOON  

Doors open at 11:30 a.m.
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg – York Ballroom 

 South Building, 375 York Avenue

HER HONOUR 
THE HONOURABLE

JANICE 
FILMON

C.M., O.M., L.L.D.
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR 

OF MANITOBA

TOPIC – Doing Life           

Special guest speaker 

To register, please contact: Jewish Foundation of Manitoba  
204.477.7520   US/Canada Toll-Free: 1.855.284.1918  

Or online at www.jewishfoundation.org

This is a ticketless event. Advanced registration is required. 
Admission $200.  Charitable donation receipt issued for $150.

Dietary laws observed.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

PHILIP LARRY GOLD
October 23, 1943 – January 27, 2016

Phil was born and raised
by loving parents, Ida and
Harry Goldstein, in Win-
nipeg. He attended Talmud
Torah and St. John’s High
School. Early on, he used
his people skills and entre-
preneurial talents to build
a successful career in Sales
(Gold Agencies). After a
time in Calgary, he, Lyvia
(Prystupa) and their fam-

ily made Richmond their home for 30 years. He was a
long-time member of the Richmond Country Club.

His work gave him many opportunities to travel, and he
loved to visit his customers who became his friends.
Travelling also allowed him to keep in touch with all his
family, so important to him, around the world. Phil loved
to play golf, and, in his youth, hockey. He was an avid
sports fan.

One could always rely on his words of wisdom and
support. He was never quick to judge. He and Lyvia
welcomed everyone in their home. Phil was a fine man,
generous and loving, kind and considerate. He was an
honest man, a man of integrity, a man with a big heart.

Most importantly, Phil was a great family man, so proud
and supportive of, and much loved by, his wife Lyvia
(“the wind beneath my wings”), his children, Shelley and
Tyrone (Renee), his grandchildren, Kathleen (Kevin
Haberlin), Tamara, Justin and Isaiah, and his great-grand-
children, Christopher and Alexander. He was a wonderful
brother to Ivan (Galit) of Israel, and Celia (Bruce) of
Winnipeg, a special uncle to his nephews and nieces, the
best cousin and friend to too many people to list.

A private service was held in his memory. He will be in
our hearts forever.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Heart
and Stroke Foundation.

SAM KNACKER
August 5, 1921 - March 2, 2016

As a young Jew in Sec-
ond World War Romania,
Sam Knacker was forced
on to the front lines as a
conscript in an army al-
lied with the Nazis. He
thus evaded a trip to
Auschwitz but wound up
as a Soviet prisoner-of-
war, becoming the ironic
enemy of the enemy of
the people who killed his

father and youngest sister.
A husband, father, musician, tailor, grocery-store-

owner and war survivor, Knacker died March 2 at
Winnipeg’s Sharon Home from complications related
to cancer treatment and old age. He was 94.

Sam’s life was divided into three very different peri-
ods: a relatively idyllic upbringing in Transylvania; a
traumatic struggle to survive both the Second World
War and a grim post-war existence in eastern Europe;
and then more than 50 years of peace and relative
prosperity, the vast majority of it in Winnipeg.

Sam was born in 1921 in Sighet, Romania, the eldest
son of a tinsmith and a homemaker who died in her 30s
from tuberculosis. As a teenager, he wanted to sing
professionally, but wound up a tailor.

In 1942, he was conscripted into the army and then
sent, with other Jews, to labour on the front lines. His
father and four sisters were shipped to Auschwitz,
where only three siblings survived. In 1944, when the
Soviets captured his unit, he was considered a Nazi
enemy and shipped off to a P.O.W. camp in Crimea,
where he was put to work as an orderly, roofer and
fishing-boat cook until his release in 1948.

Upon returning to Sighet, he married Sara. They had
a daughter, Stella. Conditions in post-war Romania,
however, led the family to emigrate to Israel in 1958.
Decades of persecution as Jew in Europe forged him
into a proud Zionist.

Life in Israel was not meant to be. Sam took his family
to Canada to join family in 1961. He worked as a tailor
in Winnipeg before buying an Inkster Boulevard gro-
cery, which he ran until 1979. He then went to work for
Eatons as a tailor, salesman and fitter.

Sara died of breast cancer in 1984. Sam then met
Nurit, who would become his second wife in 1996. They
wound up together for three decades. She remembers
him as a charmer who loved people and was known for
his smile. “Everybody liked him. He liked to share his
wisdom,” Nurit said.

Sam never gave up his dream of becoming a musician.
He sang in the Rosh Pina, North End Jewish and Yiddish
choirs. He played harmonica at McNally Robinson and
seniors’ centres as well as in the Seniors Philharmonica
Band and the Grant & Wilton Coffeehouse.

Sam is survived by Nurit; his sister Ghita Weltman
and nieces and nephews in Canada, the U.S., Israel,
Sweden, Holland, and Spain. Nurit would like to thank
his physician and the caring staff at the Simkin Centre,
where Sam lived the final years of his life.

Funeral service was held Friday, March 4 at the
Chesed Shel Emes, with burial at Shaarey Zedek Memo-
rial Park. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
the Sharon Home or the Winnipeg Ostomy Association.

DR. HARRY TREGOBOV
BSc, DDS, FICD, FADI

July 14, 1924 – March 18, 2016
We sadly announce the passing of our husband,

father and grandfather. Left to mourn are his wife of 56
years, Bonnie (nee Bella Marmel), four children: Rhea
Lazar (Gary), Lianne (Paul), Dr. Earl, Abba (Susana)
and nine grandchildren: Casey and Solly Lazar, Riley,
Noah, Julia, Ethan, Nicole, Daniel and Matthew
Tregobov, as well as many nephews and nieces. Prede-
ceased by parents and three older sisters and their
spouses, he leaves this world with thanks to the Good
Lord for the many long years and the blessing of family
and friends.

A product of Winnipeg’s North End, growing up
during the Depression with a strong work ethic, Harry
was president of his class, yearbook editor, athletic
letter recipient and candidate for the Governor General
Medal in high school. While pursuing a Bachelor of
Science degree at University of Manitoba, he edited the
faculty publication, The Question Mark. Following
service as an infantryman in the Second World War,
Harry was accepted into the Faculty of Dentistry at the
University of Toronto, graduating with the highest
standing in preventive dentistry. He began the practice
of dentistry in Dryden Ontario, and shortly afterwards
in Pine Falls and Winnipeg, where he established the
Fort Rouge Dental Group. Following 55 years of
practicing dentistry, serving his patients, his dental
associations and his community (president Winnipeg
Dental Society and soccer coach/convener Tuxedo
Community Center), he retired at age 82. Over the
years he served as a part-time staffer during the first 6
years of the establishment of the Faculty of Dentistry,
University of Manitoba, and played a large role in
establishing dental insurance plans, and as a dental
consultant.

Harry was a family man in every sense. He loved his
wife and doted on his children and grandchildren. He
believed each person should strive to make the world a
better place and hoped he has done his share.

Interment has taken place at the Hebrew Sick Cem-
etery in Winnipeg, where grandparents, parents, some
family members and friends have gone to their eternal
rest. Pallbearers were Riley Tregobov, Casey and Solly
Lazar, Jeffrey Kliman, Joel Kay, and Michael Lazar.
Honorary pallbearers were Gary Lazar, Paul Watts,
Rick Costantini, Morley Golden, Kevin Marks, Jack
Serlin and Arthur Werier. Flowers gratefully declined
– “they make me sneeze”. Donations to charities of
choice to honour Harry’s memory are entirely op-
tional.

STANLEY THOW
April 9,1929 - February 28, 2016

The family of Stanley Thow regretfully announce his
passing on February 28, 2016 in Toronto, ON. Stanley
was predeceased by his parents,Rose and Max Thow,and
his in-laws Freda and Harry Mass.

He is survived by his wife of 60 years, Allyne, his
children Mira (Ken Zaifman), David (Susan Seaby),
and Rhoda (Charles Greenberg), his six grandchildren
Zachary and Aaron Thow, Lea and Anna Zaifman,
Jamie and Justin Greenberg, and brother-in-law and
sister-in-law Garry and Rochelle Mass.

Stan was born in Melville, SK. His family moved to
Winnipeg when he was a youngster.

Stan attended Mulvey and Gordon Bell High School
and entered the Faculty of Chartered Accountancy and
graduated in 1957. He spent many years with his
mentor and friend, David Korn at Korn, Thow & Co.
This was a rewarding and fulfilling time in his life.
After his C.A. career Stan had other interests in busi-
ness and never really retired until his late 70s.

Stan was always a very caring and loving husband,
father and grandfather. He followed his family’s inter-
ests with great passion. Stan was fully engaged in life
with all those around him and his love for all people
was sincere and genuine.

His loyal and devoted friend, Cecil Breslauer, hon-
oured Stan by eulogizing him in a most warm and
heartfelt manner at his funeral.

He was most committed to Israel. Stan was definitely
his own man and did things his own way. We will
mourn him and miss him deeply.

Funeral service was held at Temple Shalom on
March 3, 2016 officiated by Cantor Len Udow. Inter-
ment was at Shaarey Zedek Memorial Park. Pallbear-
ers were: Ken Zaifman, Charles Greenberg, Zachary
Thow, Philip Mass, Jamie Greenberg and Bret Koffman.

Donations may be made to the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba (tel: 204-477-7520) or the St. Boniface Hos-
pital Foundation Cardiovascular Research (tel: 204-
237-2067), or a charity of your choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 30

HILDA STERN
October 29, 1920 – March 11, 2016

It is with deep sadness
that we announce the
passing of our beloved
mother, grandmother and
great grandmother, Hilda
Stern. Hilda is prede-
ceased by her husband
Sidney, by her parents
Louis and Gertrude and
by her brothers Sam, Ron
and Lloyd.

Hilda is survived by her
devoted children, Ricki Segal, Carole Gutkin (Terry)
and Marvin Stern (Sherri); by her grandchildren,
Marshall Lerner (Jolene), Brenlee Stafford (Denis),
Michael Lerner, Shaun and Meghan Gutkin, Micah
and Max Stern and by her great-grandchildren Syraii,
Mahala, Maquire, Emily, Jacob, Angelica and Aria.
She is also survived by her brother Edward Lazar, by
sisters-in-law Grace Lazar and Dawn Lazar and by a
large extended family.

Hilda devoted her life to raising and supporting her
family which was her first priority and who were at all
times the recipients of her unconditional love. Hilda
always found time to give back to her community. She
was actively involved with Na’amat and with Beth
Israel Synagogue. Her working life included book-
keeping, being a manager and owner/operator of a
grocery store, but her kitchen was her passion with her
joy in life emanating from sharing the bounty of her
table and being there for her family and many friends.
In all respects she was the matriarch of her immediate
and extended family.

Hilda’s passing leaves a deep void in the hearts of all
who knew and loved her and she will live forever in
their memory. The many long term friendships she
enjoyed are a testament to her kindness and loyalty.
She will be missed by all.

Hilda’s family wish to sincerely thank the Simkin
Centre, their staff and in particular her caregiver Marcela
Fullante, whose loyalty and loving care over the last
eleven years went well beyond the call of duty. The
family is grateful to Marcela for ensuring that Hilda
spent her last years in comfort and most importantly
with dignity.

The funeral services were held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue on March 17, 2016 with internment at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery. The pallbearers were Marshall
Lerner, Michael Lerner, Shaun Gutkin, Neil Lazar,
Matthew Lazar and Max Stern.

As an expression of sympathy, donations may be
made to the Hilda and Sid Stern Fund c/o The Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba or to the Saul & Claribel
Simkin Centre.

BUNNY (MARTIN) RINGER (1929 – 2016)
Peacefully and with dignity on March 11, 2016,

Bunny Ringer widower of the late and beloved Shirley
Ringer, passed away surrounded by family and friends
after a short stay at the Grace Hospital. Left to cherish
his memory are his children David (Karen) and Eva
(Kurt), grandchildren Kama, Maya and Sela Ringer
and Michael (Tory) and Jill Barkman, and his brother-
in-law Sam Kobrinsky (Denny) and family. He was
predeceased by his parents Sam and Claire Ringer and
his close cousin Paul Ringer.

Dad enjoyed boating and was a member of the
Manitoba Yacht Club for many years. He was always
interested in cars and could spot a subtle change from
the original in a model that caught his eye.

Dad was a dedicated business owner and pharmacist
who made many friends through his time at the
drugstores.The many long-term friendships he en-
joyed are a testament to his kindness and loyalty. Dad
seemed to thrive when he was helping others.Mom was
the centre of Dad’s universe and we were privileged to
witness such a beautiful, loving relationship.

We will miss Dad dearly yet the love and lessons that
he shared with us will live on through his five grand-
children and future generations.

Bunny’s funeral was held graveside at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on Sunday, March 13, 2016. Pallbearers
were his grandchildren Michael and Jill Barkman, son-
in-law, Kurt Barkman, nephew Jeremy Bass and part-
ner Jean Guy, and friend Max Polinsky.

In loving memory of

PEARL
(CHOROST)

FINK
who passed away
March 29, 2014

27 days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
GARDNER
who passed away
March 29, 1995

27 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away
November 4, 2003

10 days in Cheshvan

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

SYLVIA  KNAZAN
who passed away
March 27, 2011

21 days in Adar II

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Shia and Peshe Kraut

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM MINUK
who passed away
March 26, 2014

24 Days in Adar II
— Forever loved and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MANUEL
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 25, 2003

21 Days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
APRIL 6

In loving memory of

JACK WILDER
who passed away

March 5, 1978
26 Days in Adar II

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
38th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHELDON
OBERMAN

who passed away
March 26, 2004
4 Days in Nisan

—Remembered with love and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam

HARRY ODWAK
April 11, 1959

3 days in Nissan

CELIA ODWAK
In loving memory of

Loving memories will never die. As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept. Of our dear ones we lost and
will never forget.
— Sadly missed by your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

October 4, 1989
5th day of Tishrei

who passed away



In an overwhelming world, we pick and
choose in order to manage. Before I had twins, I
was more likely to dive into new projects and
work commitments. I was sure could get it all
done. 

Now, I limit myself constantly. What can I
accomplish if everyone gets sick? What other
tasks will have to go if I take this new thing on?
How can I prioritize things?

Our work lives and the digital age mean that obligations and tasks ooze
everywhere. 

You leave work physically but you carry it home with you. You can’t
just get off-line and escape. 

Yet, this week’s Torah portion, Sh’mini (Leviticus 9:1-11:47) offers
some stark boundaries…and indicates that making boundaries is a par-
ticularly Jewish thing to do.

Here’s a quick summary, courtesy of the Reform Judaism Torah study
webpage:

Aaron and his sons follow Moses’ instructions and offer sacrifices so
that G-d will forgive the people. (9:1-24)

Two of Aaron’s sons, Nadab and Abihu, offer “alien fire” to G-d. G-d
punishes these two priests by killing them immediately. (10:1-3)

G-d forbids Moses, Aaron, and his surviving sons from mourning but
commands the rest of the people to do so. Priests are told not to drink
alcohol before entering the sacred Tabernacle and are further instructed
about making sacrifices. (10:4-20)

Laws are given to distinguish between pure and impure animals, birds,
fish, and insects. (11:1-47)

That’s a lot for a week! For most of us, this is a portion with troubling
stuff in it. First, it has detailed information about animal sacrifice not
practised since the destruction of the Second Temple. It sounds so foreign
to a 21st century person that it’s hard to imagine. 
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Joanne SeiffIn Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM H.
PITCH

who passed away
April 4th, 1987

5th Day in Nissan
Forever in our hearts.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN (NATE)
JACOBSON

who passed away
March 21, 1996

2 Days in Nisan, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DAVID

POLLOCK
who passed away

5 Days in Nisan 5760
Here in my heart I'm alone and
so lonely
Here in my heart I long for you
only
Rest in peace my Love

CLARE

In loving memory of

ALLAN GRANT
who passed away

April 4, 2003
2 Days in Nisan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
daughter, sister,

granddaughter and niece

JADA ALEXIS
KNELLER
who passed away
March 22, 1988
4 Days in Nissan

We held your hands
for such a short while,
but your heart forever.
Love you forever.
Miss you always.
— With love,
     Mom, Dad & Family

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

— Always loved, always missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SONIA
MOWCHUN

NADEL
who passed away
March 22, 1991
7 Days in Nissan

USHER
MOWCHUN

who passed away
March 25, 1985
3 Days in Nissan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ELKA EHRLICH
who passed away

April 2, 1992
28 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Navigating Jewish boundaries

Then, we get these guys, Nadab and Abihu,
who do something that is out of bounds. They
offer strange fire, or alien fire, something that
isn’t quite right. Instead of a gentle reprimand,
they’re killed immediately. Some sources see
them as overzealous, while others think they
were overenthusiastic. They were trying too hard
and overstepped the rules. So, if the animal sac-
rifice information isn’t alienating enough, how
about being killed for doing things wrong?
How’s that look? (Starting to sound like a club
you wouldn’t want to join?)

Then, G-d tells Nadab and Abihu’s family not
to mourn for their sudden loss. How can you do
that? Lose someone you are close to and not
mourn? Now that sounds dysfunctional…

The portion ends with a description of what
will become detailed Kashrut laws. 

Rabbis have taught about many different
aspects of this portion. There are commentaries
and sermons on keeping kosher, on doing but not
‘overdoing’ our observances, and on the Temple
sacrificial practice details and why they mat-
tered. There’s the relevance of this to modern
times…and so on.

However, from an academic, social sciences
perspective, this information might also be about
setting boundaries. How does one do the proper
sacrifice and who should consume it? What’s the
punishment for overstepping the worship rules?
What you should eat and why? Those are all
things that give order and discipline. If you’re
trying to create a strong communal identity, rules
and discipline in the face of adversity go a long
way towards making people feel like they
belong to the same group. Their goals and values
are the same…and the punishments, too.

Jews (and everyone else in Canada) have lots
of freedom of choice when it comes to their reli-
gious practice. That freedom is sometimes over-
whelming. There are people who don’t keep
kosher, but who actively participate in syna-
gogue life and work to help the less fortunate.
There are those who keep kosher…but go to

synagogue only twice a year. There are those
who find other ways to stay connected to their
religious identity.

This freedom of choice is good and bad.
Reform Judaism advocates this informed choice
while Orthodoxy indicates that observing Jewish
law and ritual is a requirement, not a choice. If
we’re honest, all Jews, no matter their affiliation
or observance level, make choices.

On the positive side, we’re able to draw a line
in the sand and say “No, I don’t do this
because….” Whatever it is. Maybe it’s kashrut,
or maybe it’s treating others with kindness and
respect, or avoiding shaming others…. All
Jewish concepts, by the way. There’s also an
inclusive boundary to think about–how can we
broaden ourselves? Can one go beyond the
boundary to make a difference? 

Recently, I tried to address a specific children’s
need at a Jewish organization... I donated some
small things and my time. Nothing major. I
couldn’t fix all of the bigger concerns, but with
cooperation from others, together we could.
When I tried to enlist help, the response I
encountered was:

“It’s got nothing to do with me.” Whoa. OK,
that’s boundary setting, but it made me pause.
Was I being overenthusiastic, like Nadab and
Abihu, by hoping to change things? Or do we
need to reach beyond our comfort zone when it
comes to making a difference?

Children don’t know who’s responsible or in
charge when they see something wrong. It also
means that anyone nearby can try to fix it. In a
bigger sense, it fits right into “Kol Yisrael zeh l’
zeh”. All Israel is responsible for one another.
Whatever our personal Jewish boundaries, per-
haps we could step beyond them when it comes
to doing something for our future Jewish com-
munity–our children. 

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate
degrees in both Education and Religious
Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor,
designer and educator. See more on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.



And why wasn’t he pounced upon more
swiftly by the Panthers in the 2010 NHL
Entry Draft until the fifth round by
Florida? Like 123rd to be more precise.

And if you have been watching any
Toronto games on TV lately, you’re apt to
have commented to someone or another,
even if it was your indifferent pet Doberman
languishing peacefully on the carpeted floor. 

Toronto, you see, may have hit the
proverbial jackpot when they acquired the rights to the unsigned cen-
ter plus a conditional seventh-round pick in the 2017 NHL Draft from
the Panthers on June 19, 2015 in exchange for center Greg McKegg. 

Zach, 23, who is a solid 6’1” and 205 lbs., completed a four-year
collegiate career with the University of Michigan by scoring 22
goals and 32 assists in 32 games as a senior, and was a Hobey Baker
finalist. Further, other recognitions awaited Hyman as he was
named the U of Michigan’s “Athlete of the Year” and a first-team All-
American. And, oh yes, he’s a strong two-way player with an impressive
plus-24 on defence. Not to mention that, despite his being a physical play-
er, Hyman isn’t suckered into penalties, serving only 10 minutes in the sin
bin. 

In the Toronto-born Hyman’s third year (2010-2011) with the Hamilton
Red Wings of the Ontario Junior Hockey League, Zach, now team captain,
proved to be a scoring sensation when, in 43 games, he collected 102
points, second highest in the league, consisting of 42 goals and 60 assists.
In the play-offs that season, he had three goals and five helpers in seven
games. Hockey Canada named him the 2011 Canadian Junior Hockey
League “Player of the Year.” 

In 2010, Zack was named the “Most Gentlemanly Player of the Year” and
was also selected by the Ontario Hockey Association as the BJ Monroe
Trophy recipient award as the “Association’s Top Pro Prospect.” At the
conclusion of the 2010–11 season, Hyman’s jersey was displayed in the
Hockey Hall of Fame. 

In 2015-16, the rookie showcased himself in the American Hockey
League with the Marlies and, in 54 games, he scored 13 goals, had 20
assists, and back checked his way to a plus-28. Now in the NHL, the Jewish
player and university scholar, in 12 games has four goals and an assist, is a
plus-2 and is being a bit more physical with 16 penalty minutes. 

On the international hockey scene, Zach also demonstrated that he was
not only special on Canadian and American soil, but that he could take his
game abroad; where else, but to Israel? In July 2013, Hyman served as an
assistant captain representing Canada at the 2013 Maccabiah Games,
where he recorded three goals and three assists in two games and won a
gold medal. Also on the team was younger brother Spencer, 22, a six-foot
defenceman who played four years in the OJHL with Hamilton, where he
chalked up 11 goals and 46 assists in 172 games. Spencer was also the
team’s assistant coach in 2014-15. 

In 2010, as a 17-year-old underage player, Zach served as assistant cap-
tain and represented Canada in the Under-20 Three Nations Tournament in
Sweden. He finished the tournament with three goals and one assist in four
games.

Zach represented Canada East at the 2010 World Junior A Challenge and
was named MVP vs. Russia; he ended up with two goals and three assists. 

It isn’t exactly one for “Ripley’s Believe it or Not” oddities, but my sub-
ject this week is also a published author of children’s literature. Hyman is
under contract with Random House. One of his books was the award win-
ning “The Bambino & Me”; he also wrote “Hockey Hero.” In a Hockey
Night in Canada” telecast in early March the network also gave Zach a
mention. That promotion might be even better than a hat trick.

POST PATTER:
As of March 23rd young JEREMY LEIPSIC, who is now with the MJHL

Portage Terriers, is now one of the leading playoff scorers. He is fifth with
three goals and four assists.

At the trade deadline last month San Jose tough guy MIKE BROWN, a
former Manitoba Moose, who played 44 games with the Sharks this season
(one goal and two assists) was picked up by the Montreal Canadiens and
in ten games thus far, he has a goal and an assist. Scoring isn’t his game
and between the two teams this year, he has compiled 86 minutes in the
penalty box. Actually, the Jewish forward has fashioned a decent career for
himself, playing 403 games in the NHL. Come pension time, the now 30-
year-old will be glad he did it his way. 

Also switching teams on trade deadline day was defenceman DAVID
WARSOFSKY a St. Louis Blues fourth round draftee in 2008, who has
been with three different teams during 2015-16. The 25-year-old Boston
University grad has gone from the AHL Wilkes-Barre/Scranton Penguins
to the Pittsburgh Penguins for 12 games and then for five more with the
New Jersey Devils. David has played a total of 27 games under the big top. 

DAVID LEVIN, an Israeli, who is only 16 years of age and played this past
season with the Sudbury Wolves of the Ontario Hockey League, scored nine
goals and assisted on 21 more in 47 games in his rookie season of 2015-16.
Not bad numbers for the 5’ 10”,165 lb. skater, but he’ll have to learn to back-

check since a minus-26 on defence wouldn’t
endear him to any coach at any level.

I dropped in to watch an eleven and under city
final at the Gateway Arena where the host team,
the River East Black, defeated the Varsity View
Falcons three games to one. Varsity View had
two Jewish kids in the lineup: DYLAN VIT-
TERA and LUKAS GERTZEN. I was quite sur-
prised at how well the young boys could skate
and handle the puck... lots of speed too. 

I have often pondered and been asked, whether
or not JACOBS SILFERBERG of the Anaheim
Ducks was of the Jewish faith. Following the
game in which he scored the winning goal on
March 20th I asked him to describe for me how
he made the play. My business done re that mat-
ter, I inquired of him the ultimate question:

“Would you mind if I asked you a personal question re your heritage? His
response was thoughtful and polite. “No, not as far as I know. My parents
are both Finnish,” he replied. 

The Rady Jewish Community Centre Sports Dinner Committee - of
which I am a member - is now accepting nominations for the Annual
Jewish Athlete of the Year. The Max & Idy Nusgart Award is to be pre-
sented at the 44th Annual Rady JCC Sports Dinner featuring former Miami
Dolphins QB and NFL Hall of Famer Dan Marino. The dinner is to take
place on Tuesday, June 21st, at the RBC Convention Centre.

Don’t be bashful. Athletes, their coaches or family members, can nomi-
nate the individual. Please provide a summary of the nominee’s accom-
plishments over the past 12 to 18 months and at what level they competed
- be it at the high school, university, provincial, national or international
level. Include all contact information and a phone number. Nominations
can be dropped off or mailed to MAEGHAN PILTZMAKER c/o “Jewish
Athlete of the Year Nominations Committee “ at the Rady JCC Community
Centre, 123 Doncaster St. Winnipeg, MB, R3N 2B3, or
mpiltzmaker@radyjcc.com. The all-important deadline will be FRIDAY
APRIL 29TH, 2016.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
204-925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Gimli cottage for rent
Excellent condition, fully
equipped kosher kitchen

4br, 2 bath
1 block from beach

$1200/wk
available June/July

harriet_lyons@mymts.net

COTTAGE FOR RENT
Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,

Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio
Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

P R O F E S S I O N A L S
Chartered Professional Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
B. Comm. Hons., MBA, CPA, CGA

• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

What’s not to like about Maple Leafs’ forward Zach Hyman?

ZACH HYMAN (left) and
brother SPENCER
HYMAN at the 2013
Maccabiah Games.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



The Synagogues of Winnipeg - Our Musical Legacy
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On April 18, the Jewish Heritage Centre will present an evening of song,
reminiscence and reflection relating to the history of synagogue music in
Winnipeg. This is the first of several programs that will accompany the
JHC’s major exhibit, “Synagogues” that fills the display cases lining the
Goldberg Walkway adjacent to the Berney Theatre. 

Some of Winnipeg’s best-known personalities will be featured, including
Tracy Kasner Greaves, Len Udow, Michael Eskin and Rabbi Alan Green.
They will sing and talk about the music that has influenced their lives in the
synagogue. A special segment of the program will focus on the “Cantor
Brownstone Years,” and we will also get a glimpse into the future from the
junior contingent of our synagogue community.

Cantors and choirs have always been a central part of synagogue life.
Prayer accompanied by music gives expression to ideals, wishes and hopes,
to pains and sorrows. Music helps to release Jews from the weight of their
burden while at the same time facilitating their spiritual enlightenment.

Impressed with the vigour of Winnipeg’s Jewish community, Rabbi
Arthur Chiel observed in 1960 that, although the Jews of Winnipeg were
isolated by distance and long, severe winters, they were extremely creative

in communal and cultural endeavours, and
especially, in music. “Transplanted, they
responded to any form of Jewish music avail-
able to them. It was little wonder then that
local cantors and synagogue choirs were much
appreciated by their enthusiastic congrega-
tions.” 

Because Winnipeg was a flourishing com-
munity on the performance circuit in the early
part of the 1900s, touring cantors like Moises
Koussevitsky attracted large audiences. Radio
and recordings allowed people to listen, with-
out leaving home, to cantorial stars such as
Yossele Rosenblatt, Jan Peerce and Richard
Tucker. 

In the 130 year history of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community, there have been many significant
musical figures: Cantors Jacob, Boroditsky,
Koussevitsky, Rabinovitch, Daien, Smolek,
Eskin, Arky Berkal and Rabbi Louis Berkal,
and choir directors Sara Udow, Miriam
Breitman and Benjamin Brownstone. Their
legacy is in the music they created and in the
voices and lives they influenced. 

“The Synagogues of Winnipeg - Our Musical
Legacy “ takes place Monday, April 18th at
7:30pm in the Berney Theatre. $15 (tickets at
the door). For information, call 204-477-7460
#1.

An evening not to be missed!

Community news

By MYRON LOVE
About 400 supporters of the Pan Am Clinic

Foundation were in attendance at the Fort Garry
Hotel’s grand ballroom on Thursday, March 10, for
the 11th annual Fire and Ice Gala. In a departure from
past galas, where the honorees were sports figures,
this year the Foundation honoured Ruth and David
Asper.

Ruth and David Asper were being recognized for
their continuous support and generosity to the Pan
Am Clinic Foundation as well as in Winnipeg and
Manitoba as a whole,” said Kelly McMullan, Pan
Am Clinic Foundation Fundraising Coordinator.
“They have been particularly involved in the sports
community. And It was their $1 million donation that kickstarted our cap-
ital campaign to build our (David and Ruth Asper) Research Centre which
houses our Foundation. They are outstanding philanthropists.” 

In his remarks at the gala, Dr. Jeff Leiter, the Foundation’s executive
director, said that “it is very difficult to find the words to express our
appreciation for what David and Ruth Asper have done for the Foundation.
They didn’t just give us a one million dollar donation, they also gave us
one million opportunities.”

He noted that approximately, 250 000
people walk through the doors of the Pan
Am Clinic every year. “Since David &
Ruth kickstarted the campaign eight year
ago, we have had two million opportunities
to make a difference. It might be a simple
gesture, care from the nurse in the OR, or a
total shoulder replacement, but there have
been two million opportunities to make a
difference in peoples’ lives who are com-
ing to us. They are injured, they are vul-
nerable, and they have the confidence in us
to make a difference.”

McMullan reported that the gala raised
over $100,000 this year. The funds, she says, go toward research, educa-
tion and community outreach.

The Pan Am Clinic has been in operation since 1979. In 1985, the Clinic
opened at its present site at 75 Poseidon Bay near the Pan An Pool. The
clinic originally focused on athletes and sports-related injuries. It has
evolved to deliver a comprehensive range of musculoskeletal care to
patients from a range of backgrounds and ages, emphasizing rapid
response, early and aggressive treatment, and improving patient outcomes. 

RUTH and DAVID ASPER

Cantor Benjamin Brownstone and 
the Talmud Torah choir, 1951

A special segment of the program April 18 will
focus on the “Cantor Brownstone Years” .

Pan Am Clinic Foundation honours Ruth and David Asper
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Gerry Posner

Dr. Ted Lyons: The upside of almost leaving school
The standard advice to students

is not to leave school, but to get
an education. We all might agree
that is advice worth listening to,
but,what if you were asked to
leave school by your teacher in
Grade 11? What if your highly
respected English teacher pre-
sented the case to you and the

principal with a firm statement to the effect that you should
be in a trade or other work since you didn’t have “it” to get
to or through university? 

Well, that is exactly what happened to Dr. Ted Lyons.
That scenario unfolded for him in 1958 at Kelvin High
School and now, some 58 years later, Ted is receiving the
highest honour the University of Manitoba bestows: the
Distinguished Alumni Award for Lifetime Achievement. He
will be receiving this recognition at a ceremony on May 5th
in Winnipeg. 

The path from the bottom to the top was not a direct
one, but one which got straighter with every passing year.
Ted Lyons was that kind of student who improved in
school with every passing year from the moment he was
accepted into the Faculty of Medicine at the University of
Manitoba. And then, on the advice of his father, he took a
research job in the summer as a student in a rather new
field called ultrasound and as they say, the rest is history.
This temporary employment ended up leading to career
which gave birth to one of the true pioneers in this spe-
cialty. Ted Lyons has never looked back. 

Books, texts and medical articles - Ted’s written them;
seminars - he’s led them; committees - he’s chaired
them; new techniques in the field, he’s created and
developed them. All of this and page after page make up
the Ted Lyons resumé. The CV is almost as long as is
this paper each issue, and it is all truly impressive.
When you examine Ted’s CV, you realize why the
University of Manitoba chose to honour him, as this
award recognizes outstanding achievements in both pro-
fessional and personal lives. On both counts, Ted Lyons
shines.

To compress his accomplishments in radiology and
ultrasound to a paragraph is just short of impossible.
But, the nub of it all is this: Ted Lyons was a huge force
in making ultrasound one of modern medicine’s most
widely used diagnostic tools. He was one of the very
first to use this technology to assist in locating brain
tumours and detecting blood clots. His work with preg-
nant women was even more startling. He took the tool
of ultrasound, used it on fetuses and, by doing do, he
proved there was no harm to either the fetus or the
mother. Finally,  he was instrumental in shaping the lat-
est machines for ultasound so that what was once a large
piece of equipment now is the size of a cell phone. For
all of this and much more, Ted Lyons was inducted into
the Order of Canada in 2008 as an officer... not too shab-
by for a kid told to leave school at 15 years of age. 

And then there is the personal service side of E.A.
Lyons. One could say that when it comes to leadership,
Ted rose to the top. He was president of: the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue (30 years after his father),  the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, the Manitoba Association of
Radiologists, the  Canadian Radiology Association and,
most recently,  chair of the Simkin Centre board. 

Of course, to be president of an organization, you have
to serve for years in advance of being appointmented,
then after your term you have to serve as past president.
When you consider the number of meetings Ted Lyons
has under his belt, you might reflect that his Order of
Canada and University of Manitoba honours should be
for nothing else than just perseverance and patience to
sit through all those sessions. 

Very few of us could do or would even consider trying
to do what Ted Lyons did and that is to give back to the
community. He did that in spades and in every instance
was motivated by a desire to improve the organization
he was leading. That desire has always been the under-
lying force behind the Ted Lyons persona. A large chunk
of that persona was a direct result of the example pro-
vided to Ted by his late father, the renowned Dr. Ruvin
Lyons. Ruvin would, however, have been the first to
acknowledge that his son long ago eclipsed the father in

his contributions to his community. To be
sure, our community has recognized Ted as
he has received two Distinguished Service
Awards: the Sol Kanee Distinguished
Service Medal from the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg and the SRU ( Radiology)
Distinguished Service Award.

Of course, in the midst of all this work and
participation in community affairs, Ted and
wife Harriet (Jacob) were parents to children
Mara and Sami and now grandparents to
four granddaughters all in Winnipeg. 

The moral of the Ted Lyons story is. Try to
get a teacher to tell you to drop out. That
statement might just light a fire not to be
extinguished. 

By

GERRY POSNER

DR. TED LYONS
to receive University of Manitoba

Distinguished Alumni Award
for Lifetime Achievement



Winnipeg’s favourite Yiddish celebration Mameloshen is
back for 2016, brought to you by The I.L Peretz Folk School

Endowment Trust and the Rady JCC
Winnipeggers are brushing up on

their Yiddish in anticipation of the
8th annual Mameloshen Festival.
This year it’s a mixture of old and
new. 

The new is the first Winnipeg
appearance on Wednesday, June
22 of the renowned Yiddish singer,
Vira Lozinsky from Israel. She was
born in Beltz, Moldavia. The very
place the famous Yiddish ballad
Mein Shteteleh Beltz pays tribute
to. Her voice is rich and melliflu-
ous and the depth of her musicality
is ever present. From the age of 13
until her immigration to Israel in
1991, she sang in the Beltz Yiddish
Theatre and also performed solo
concerts throughout the former
USSR. Her sizable repertoire
includes compositions by her
father, composer Michael
Felsenbaum and mentor,
Nechama Lifshitz as well as the
classics. She holds degrees in
Yiddish Literature and Musicology
from Bar-Ilan University. A perfor-
mance not to be missed! 

On Wednesday, June 15, the old
style variety show made famous by
Ed Sullivan comes to the
Mameloshen stage. It features
singers, musicians and a circus act
in Yiddish no less. Performers
include Tracy Kasner Greaves,
Gilon Lazar, Ian Dimerman and
Justin Odwak. The Almost Ed
Sullivan Yiddish Variety Show is
hosted in Yiddish by Kinzey ‘Ed’
Posen. 

There’s also a return perfor-
mance by The Gray Academy of
Jewish Education Yiddish Choir
under the direction of David
Vamos. These students reflect how
the Yiddish language is being kept
alive. This is their eighth appear-
ance at Mameloshen and an oppor-
tunity to feature some of their new
songs.

The beloved Barry A.K.A.
Bagelman Sisters made a name
for themselves for their melodious
harmonies and audience pleasing
shows. Winnipeg’s equally beloved
‘Sister’ team of Debbie Maslowsky
and Shayla Fink, present A Tribute
to the Barry Sisters on Monday,
June 27.

When they last performed this
show in 2010, the audience could-
n’t get enough. Shayla Fink is well
known for her work with Canada’s
highly acclaimed award winning
klezmer band FINJAN. Debbie
Maslowsky is an award winning
actress and performer, regularly
seen on the stages of The Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre and
Rainbow Stage.

All performances are at the
Winnipeg Art Gallery and begin at
7:30 P.M.
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