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By BERNIE BELLAN
Every once in a while one hears of a student who

is so exceptionally gifted in so many different areas
that one wonders whether it can possibly be true.

So, when it was mentioned to me that a 17-year-old
Kelvin Grade 12 student by the name of Hannah Lank
had just been awarded a scholarship known as the
“Loran Scholarship” that could be worth as much as
$100,000 – and that was on top of a $36,000 scholarship
that she had already won if she were to attend Queens
University, I had to ask: “$100,000? I didn’t know there
were scholarships that big anywhere in the world.”

But that’s exactly what Hannah has accom-
plished. The daughter of well-known videogra-
phers Barry and Luanne Lank, Hannah’s already
lengthy resumé is impressive enough to befit some-
one with a graduate degree – never mind someone
who is just about to graduate high school.

A former student at both Brock Corydon (in the
Hebrew Bilingual program) and the Gray Academy
(which Hannah attended for Grades 7 and 8), Hannah
is not just academically gifted in every aspect of academics you can think
of, she is one of those amazingly well-rounded individuals that most par-
ents can only dream of having as a child. 

Just take a look at some of her accomplishments (and this is just a
fraction of what she has achieved):

• maintained a 99% grade point average throughout the
International Baccalaureate program in which she has been enrolled
at Kelvin for the past three years

• student council co-president this year; editor of the school news-
paper the previous three years

• volunteer tutor in maths, physics and chemistry for other students
in the school; in addition she served as a mentor for students in the
inner-city Machray School

• selected to be a presenter to the Chair of the Task Force for International
Co-operation on Holocaust Education, Remembrance, and Research

• participant in the Asper Foundation Human Rights & Holocaust
Studies Program; specific recognition in this program included being
chosen to write an article describing the program and journey to
Washington for the 2012 session. Only one student is chosen for this
task each year.

• In sports, Hannah has been a member of the
school’s cross-country team, as well as a member
of the basketball team. She is also well on her way
toward receiving her Lifesaving certification.

• As someone who is allergic to certain foods,
specifically peanuts and tree nuts, Hannah
explained to me - she has worked closely with
noted allergy specialist Dr. Allan Becker in the
area of developing resources for teens suffering
from Anaphylaxis conditions.

• In the area of volunteering, Hannah has volun-
teered at Union Gospel Mission (serving Christmas
dinners, cleanup) • Winnipeg Harvest • Rady JCC
Children’s Camp • TD Shoreline Cleanup •
Winnipeg Humane Society.

Now, with all that as background information, I’m
sure you’re wondering: “Just how does one person
become so accomplished in so many areas?” (Can
you believe her resumé already extends to six pages,
so you can just imagine how much I had to leave out
to make this article something less than a book.)

I spoke to Hannah recently, but I didn’t want to probe for clues as to
from where her obvious genius is derived, since I thought that might be
embarrassing for her to have to answer. Instead, I simply wanted to
know more about her future plans.

I asked her whether “she had decided where she was going to be
school next year?” (I noted that she had been offered scholarships both
to Queens and McMaster universities, with Queens having offered her
the opportunity to enter into an accelerated route into medical school.)

“I’m leaning toward McMaster,” Hannah responded, “and that’s
probably where I’ll end up, but I haven’t decided for sure yet.”

I asked Hannah what receiving the Loran scholarship which, as men-
tioned earlier, could be worth as much as $100,000, entailed. 

(Just to give a little more background on the Loran Scholarships, here
is some more information on what they are: “Every year, the Loran
Scholars Foundation invests in exceptional young Canadians who
demonstrate character, service and leadership. They look for qualities
that a transcript alone cannot show: personal integrity and character;
commitment to service and an entrepreneurial spirit; breadth in acad-

Gifted Kelvin student Hannah Lank receives $100,000 scholarship

By GIDEON ARONOFF 
and DAN FLESHLER

NEW YORK (JTA) — Dear Prime Minister
Netanyahu:

As American Jewish progressive Zionists,
we are deeply worried about the threat that
a nuclear-armed Iran would pose to Israel.
We know you would like pro-Israel Jews to
publicly defend your positions on Iran and
your plans to speak to Congress next week.
But we need some clarifications:

Is there any outcome you would endorse
that Iran could conceivably accept?

You have made clear that you want Iran
to be stripped of its nuclear capacity, with-
out even a limited ability to enrich urani-
um. But people involved in the negotia-
tions say the zero enrichment demand cannot be achieved because Iran would never
accept it. If that is your demand, aren’t you precluding any possibility of a negotiated deal?

You are reportedly going to call for tougher sanctions on Iran. If they are imposed, do you
expect that any Iranian leader would survive if he proposed relinquishing all nuclear
research and development, which has been a national priority since the days of the shah?
We’ve searched hard and can’t find any experts on Iran who believe that will be possible.

If you won’t accept any agreement that could in fact be reached with Iranian leaders,
what alternatives do you propose and how do you expect us to defend them?

One option, clearly, is military action. If Israel opts for a preemptive military attack on
Iran, we assume it would prefer not to launch it unilaterally. So we presume part of your
agenda is to try to convince Americans that all options should be on the table, which of
course echoes what President Obama has already said.

Most Americans don’t want war with Iran. Only 9 percent think Iran is America’s “great-
est enemy,” according to a recent Gallup poll. We can easily explain why Iran threatens
American interests. But we can’t convincingly argue that this threat is so dire that it war-
rants military action unless Iran attacks the U.S. or
there is conclusive proof that it is on the verge of hav-

What we’d like to hear from Netanyahu on Iran

HANNAH LANK

Continued on page 15. See “Hannah Lank”.

The first fuel is loaded at Iran's Bushehr
nuclear power plant on Aug. 21, 2010. (Iran
International Photo Agency via Getty
Images)

Continued on page 9. See ”Iran”.
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Community newsShabbat Across Winnipeg 2015
Begin your weekend with a wonderful Shabbat dinner from the following at
Shabbat Across Winnipeg and continue with Limmud, Havdallah on Saturday
night that extends the spirit of Shabbat for the whole weekend.
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue
Home hosted
Shabbat Service and Dinner: 6:00 pm
With guest speaker Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield
“Jewish Law: Danger and Opportunity”
204-489-6262 or reception@herzlia.org
Hillel Winnipeg 
In conjunction with Herzlia
Exclusive conversation with Prof Ira Robinson 
Shabbat Service and Dinner: 6:00 pm 
204-489-6262 or reception@herzlia.org
Sholem Aleichem Community
343 Waverley Street
Potluck Family Shabbat Evening of Words & Music
Dinner: 6:00 pm 
sacommunity@gmail.com
Congregation Etz Chayim & Congregation Shaarey Zedek 
123 Matheson Avenue East
Shabbat Dinner with guest speaker Rabbi Sid Schwarz 
“Re-Imagining the Synagogue”
Service: 5:15 pm | Dinner and Rabbi’s talk: 6:00 pm
Activities for children for all ages 
204-589-6305 by Monday, March 9
YAD Winnipeg (Young Adult Division)
Aikins Macaulay & Thorvaldson, 360 Main Street, 30th Floor 
7:30 pm
Mix & Mingle with guest speaker David Greaves
204-477-7407 or lgarscadden@jewishwinnipeg.org
Temple Shalom 
1077 Grant Avenue
Kabbalat Shabbat Service: 7:30 pm 
Special guest: Avi Dolgin
204-453-1625 or tshalom1@gmail.com
Rady JCC & PJ Library 
123 Doncaster Street
5:30 pm
Family Musical Shabbat Dinner | Massad Style! Massad Ruach! 
204-477-7510 or radyjcc.com
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre & Rady JCC
1588 Main Street 
Shabbat Shalom lunch program with guest speaker Rabbi Ellis
11:30 am 
Transportation available upon request
204-339-1701 or 204-477-7510 by Friday, March 6

* * *
Shabbat Across Winnipeg presented by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and
NJOP (National Jewish Outreach Program)

Rabbi Green at Gwen Secter
On Friday, February 20, about 50 turned out to hear Rabbi Alan

Green of the Shaarey Zedek as part of the Gwen Secter Shabbat
Shalom program.

“Our Shabbat Shalom program is flourishing and growing thanks to
its popularity and affordable price,” says Marilyn Regiec, the Gwen
Secter’s executive director. “Thanks to the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, our community elders are able to attend a wonderful
monthly program celebrating Shabbat. Each program features a guest
speaker who will give their personal perspective on Shabbat through
words, music or song, all of which is followed by a delicious Shabbat
lunch prepared by the staff in the Gwen Secter kitchen.

“It’s a wonderful opportunity for folks to gather on a Friday afternoon
and enjoy each other’s company in anticipation of a “Shabbat
Shalom”.”

Etz Chayim Purim Palooza
Kids getting ready for costume parade at Etz Chayim Purim Palooza
Sunday, March 1.

British lawmakers debate ban on religious slaughter
(JTA) – British lawmakers spent three hours debating a ban on reli-

gious slaughter.
The debate on Tuesday came after an online petition from the

British Veterinary Association calling for a ban on slaughter without
stunning generated 115,000 signatures in nine months. It was the
second parliamentary debate on religious slaughter in the past three
months.

A counter petition advocating the protection of religious slaughter
exceeded that number in slightly more than a week, according to
the British website JewishNews.co.uk.

Jewish religious law, or halachah, requires that animals be con-
scious when they are slaughtered – a principle that is accepted by
the major denominations of Judaism in certifying food as kosher. A
similar requirement exists in Islam, though it is less strictly observed,
according to some accounts.

Many Jewish professional slaughterers and rabbis claim that
kosher slaughter, or shechitah, is as quick, painless and compas-
sionate as any other method used in Western commercial slaugh-
terhouses.

Among those speaking in favor of kosher slaughter were represen-
tatives of the country’s largest Jewish communities.

The lawmakers also discussed more specific labeling, including
whether the meat was kosher or halal, stunned or not stunned.

British Prime Minister David Cameron has vowed several times to
ensure ritual slaughter remains legal in Britain out of respect for reli-
gious groups that require it.

Shechita UK, an organization that campaigns in support of reli-
gious slaughter, thanked the lawmakers who defended shechitah
following the debate, the Jewish Chronicle reported.
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Hafeez describes Iran, Saudi Wahhabism
as world’s most dangerous threats

By MYRON LOVE
Making his third appearance in three months before the newly-formed

Winnipeg Friends of Israel on February 24, Kasim Hafeez described Iranian
expansionism and Saudi worldwide proselytization as the two greatest
threats to world peace.

Hafeez is a British-born Pakistani Moslem, now living in Winnipeg, who
metamorphosized from a garden variety anti-Israel Muslim to a strong sup-
porter of Israel after reading Alan Dershowitz’s “The Case for Israel” and
subsequently visiting Israel.

Hafeez began his most recent address to Winnipeg Friends of Israel with
an overview of the long-running Arab/Palestinian war against the Jews of
Palestine – which was initiated in 1920 by Haj Amin Al-Husseini, the
Grand Mufti of Jerusalem (and later an ally of Adolph Hitler) before the
establishment of the Jewish State in 1948 – and the ongoing conflict ever
since.

Up until 1979, Hafeez noted, the Arab war against Israel was a nation-
alist conflict. In that year, there were two cataclysmic events that changed
the Middle East and the world, the consequences of which the Western
World still refuses to recognize. These events changed the nationalist Arab-
Israel war into a worldwide religious conflict without any foreseeable end.

The first of these events was the overthrow of the Shah of Iran – a strong
Western ally and Muslim reformer – and the ascendancy of the Ayatollah
Khomeini and his brand of religious Shiism. Khomeini quickly declared
war on the United States and Israel, a war that several American adminis-
trations have refused to recognize or acknowledge.

Hafeez described Iran as the world’s most dangerous threat. Iran’s goal is
to be regional superpower. Through its proxies, Iran now exercises sub-
stantial control of Iraq, what’s left of Assad’s Syria, Lebanon through
Hezbollah, Yemen, and Gaza - through its support of Hamas. Iran also has
built up a strong presence in South America.

The danger of Iran building a nuclear bomb, Hafeez noted, is not that the
Ayatollahs would immediately bomb Israel but rather that the bomb would
be used to intimidate Iran’s neighbours and further its expansionist agen-
da.

The other major event of 1979 that Hafeez described was the takeover
by dissident Saudis of the Kaaba in Mecca, Islam’s holiest site, something
that  is supposed to be under the guardianship of the Saudi Royal Family.
The dissidents felt – not without cause – that the Royals were not strict
enough in their practice of Islam. The Saudi Royals were able to put down
the revolt, but were quite shaken by the violence.

As a result, Hafeez noted, the Royals basically made a “deal with the
devil”. “It was as evil as it was ingenious,” he said. The deal was that the
Saudis would spend billions of dollars exporting Wahhabism, the Saudi
version of Islam and one of the strictest and most extreme forms of Islam,
not only to other Muslim countries whose Islam was deemed not strict
enough, but also throughout the Western world.

As a result, he reported, 80% of the mosques and Muslim schools in the
West have been built with Saudi (and other Gulf Arab state) money and
staffed with Wahhabi preachers and teachers who work on undermining
Western values and growing Islam in the host countries.

“There remains a disconnect in the Western World,” Hafeez said. “A
prominent Muslim leader in the United States tried in 1979 to warn the
American Congress about the growing Saudi influence and the threat of
terrorism coming to the United States. He was widely condemned.

“You can wear an a tie and still be a Muslim extremist. In the West, the
second generation of Muslims is becoming more and more radicalized.”

A key factor, also taking place in 1979, he continued, was the Soviet
invasion of Afghanistan, which helped the Saudis to spawn a plethora of
extremist groups including: Al Qaeda, the Taliban, Boko Haram and now
ISIS.

One saving grace, he noted, is that the Sunni Saudis and the Shiite
Iranians hate each other more than anyone else. It is Sunni-Shiite warfare
that is being fought out in Iraq, Syria, Yemen and, to some degree in
Lebanon. That takes some of the pressure off  Israel.

“It is still the Muslims who suffer most from extremism,” he said.
The problem for the Muslim World is twofold, he pointed out. On the

one hand, many Muslims are disillusioned by the failings of the modern
Muslim world and look back nostalgically to Islam’s glory days hundreds
of years ago. Thus - the attempts to recreate the “Caliphate”.

On the other hand, Hafeez noted, the West treats Muslims in general –
and the Palestinians specifically – like children. Neither the Palestinians nor
the wider Arab/Muslim world are held responsible for the actions of
Palestinians/Muslims. (See all the Western apologists who keep telling us
that they understand the true Islam better than the Muslims who commit
acts of terrorism in the name of Islam.)

Hafeez also challenged Diaspora Jewry to stand up proudly for Israel.
“Israel is not just a state like any other,” he said. “Israel is the homeland of
the Jewish people and the future of the Jewish people. Israel is still evolv-
ing. It is still a work in progress. 

“Without Israel, there is no Jewish future. There will not be a second
chance.”



Normally I wouldn’t be printing two sub-
missions from the same author on the same
page, but on the page opposite you can read
two very thoughtful contributions from Alon
Weinberg that touch on a variety of subjects
that should be of concern, not only to Jewish
Winnipeggers, but to the larger community as
a whole.

In an op-ed that Alon wrote in response to
my last Short Takes column he takes strong issue with how I wrote
about my recent interview with Jeff Halper. Just to remind you - in case
you didn’t read my Short Takes column in the Feb. 18 issue, I report-
ed on the frustration I experienced in interviewing Halper before a live
audience at the Free Press News Café on February 9. Halper is highly
critical of Israeli government policy toward Palestinians, and he’s very
articulate in expressing himself, but I complained in my piece that it
was impossible to conduct a lively and interesting interview with him
because he would go on – and on – and on.

Alon takes me to task for not being a more effective interviewer, sug-
gesting that I was too polite to Halper, but he also points out that my
depiction of that interview was not entirely fair to Halper’s position. In
fact I haven’t been able to sit through an entire replaying of that inter-
view myself (which you can watch on our website - jewish postand-
news.ca) because I find it just too boring, but I do accept many of
Alon’s criticisms as valid. I agree with him on one point in particular
– and it’s something that I might have mentioned in my own column:
Halper did indicate that he identifies strongly as a Jew, much to my
surprise. I had honestly been expecting him to disavow his Jewish
roots, but far from that, Halper was eloquent in arguing that he is very
much a Jew - and very much an Israeli as well.

That leads me to wonder, yet again, how much
the whole issue of Jewish identity is open to
question? In his letter to the editor, Alon
Weinberg argues forcefully that Jewish identity
is being conflated with love for Israel entirely
too much. Again, I largely agree with him  on
that point. 

I’ve written about the Pew Report on Jewish
American identity before, but it’s worth bringing
up that landmark study yet again. In 2013 the
Pew Research Centre published the results of its
study of modern American Jews and what were
the most important factors in determining a
Jewish identity for American Jews. 

In the box at right you can see the results of
that study:

While caring about
Israel is clearly impor-
tant to American Jews,
it is not the most
important value, if the
Pew Report is to be
believed. The study
also notes the huge
difference in priorities
between older and
younger American
Jews. While 22% of
American Jews actu-
ally say that they have
no religion at all, they
still proudly identify
as Jews, the study

found. Thus, it is not incongruous to think that someone like Jeff
Halper can be an atheist - which he says he is, and highly critical of
Israel - which he is; yet, remain a proud Jew nonetheless.

But, if being a Jew means such different things to different individu-
als, what does that say about the future of Jewish identity, not only in
the U.S., but here in Canada as well?

Recently it was reported that Ottawa will be closing its Jewish high
school. According to a story in the Canadian Jewish News that high
school, which included Grades 9-12, had only 24 students this past
year and next year would have only 20 at best. According to the
National Household Survey of 2011, Ottawa had 11,695 individuals
who identified as Jewish by ethnicity and 10,655 who identified as
Jewish by religion. (Interestingly those figures are amazingly close to
the figures for our own Winnipeg Jewish population which, according
to the NHS, had 11,750 Jews by ethnicity and 10,740 by religion.)

If a city with a Jewish population the size of Ottawa’s can attract only
20 students to a Jewish high school from Grades 9-12, what does that
say about the future of Jewish identity for Ottawa’s Jewish communi-
ty? 

Now, while I’ve written before about the huge drop in enrolment at
the Gray Academy this past school year (from 600 to 510), we are
nowhere near Ottawa’s situation. Yet the trend is obvious: Enrolment
in Jewish schools is on the decline everywhere in Canada and the U.S.
and, in some cases, that decline is precipitous. I suppose that, in some
ways, we should be proud that, when you add enrolment at the Gray
Academy to enrolments in the Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual pro-
gram and the Oholei Torah school operated by the Chabad Lubavitch,
a significant proportion of young Winnipeg Jews receive some form of
Jewish instruction in their school programs.

However, as I also noted in an earlier column, the
total size of the school age cohort of Jewish children (up
to age 15) is much smaller than it used to be: only
1,430. Thus, one can’t be all that optimistic about the
prospects of Winnipeg’s Jewish community if it is to be
based on the size of its youngest generation.

(In a related note, I should mention that, although
there has been no public announcement as yet, Gray
Academy Head of School Rory Paul has announced that
he will be retiring at the end of this school year. We will
have more on that in a future issue.)

Add to the reduction in the number of students at the
Gray Academy the ongoing decline in synagogue mem-
bership in Winnipeg and the traditional sources of
Jewish identity are certainly up against it when it comes
to being relied upon to preserve our sense of what it
means to be Jewish. 

So, if Israel doesn’t occupy nearly as important a
place in the minds of a great many Jews in determining
a sense of Jewish identity as it might have in years past;
and if religion is also of much less importance, can an
appreciation of the significance of the Holocaust be suf-
ficient to preserve our identity – which is what the Pew
Report seems to be concluding is what most American
Jews believe?

Certainly at a time when a heightened awareness of
anti-Semitism is deeply felt among a great many more
Jews worldwide, remembering the Holocaust is proba-
bly something particularly resonant these days – but is
that a sufficient ingredient for preserving a Jewish iden-
tity?

That’s why the observations that Along Weinberg
makes about what might be regarded as the “fetishiza-
tion” of support for Israel deserve our attention. And, as

we approach the upcoming Israeli election, with the very strong pos-
sibility that Israel will turn even further rightward than it already has –
with a coalition government led by Bibi Netanyahu and Naftali
Bennett, how much more difficult is it going to be for North American
Jews to remain as committed to defending policies of the State of Israel
than they have been?

During my interview with Jeff Halper I complained to him that, in
the face of the type of withering criticism of so much of Israeli gov-
ernment policy that is commonplace these days, liberal Jews like me
often feel compelled to come to Israel’s defence, uncomfortable as
that may make many of us feel. But, just as the ground beneath us
seems to be shifting so incredibly fast when it comes to world events,
support for Israel and the traditional pillars of Jewish identity are also
quickly evolving. I’m just not sure how many people are prepared to
recognize that reality.
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Comment

Bernie,
I read your entire Short Takes (Feb. 18 issue)

and am troubled by lots of it, and not from an
ideological point of view but from a media crit-
icism point of view and from a view that you
are either more to the hard right in your views
than you realize, or that you have simply
accepted right-wing terms of discussion, or feel

the need to rely on them to counter leftist views you disagree with, rather
than to flesh out a more nuanced discourse so many of us are craving....

Here are some issues I have. I am sure you will hear more from IJV
members and others who will pick up on various aspects of the argu-
ments, but from my point of view I am simply disappointed after having
read your piece. I feel it lacks some nuance that is needed:

* I don’t think you quite got the academic boycott piece correct.
Actually I was going to tweet you during the event but then he addressed
your concerns, and I saw you aren’t too active a Twitter user (nor am I,
but it’s a good tool for live info-sharing). From my draft:

“*the academic boycott is on institutions not individual academics - ah,
Halper finally said it:
http://www.bdsmovement.net/activecamps/academic-boycott” 
Worth reading if you haven’t as it spells out the position very clearly. I am
not a strong proponent of academic boycott, but when I consider the
position, it is cogent as a tool to accomplish the movement’s aims and
coherently expressed.

*I think your dismissal of Muhammed - refusing to call him Prophet
Muhammed - is reactionary and unfriendly. Yes, it’s in the context of a
discourse gone mad with violence, but in simply and categorically dis-
missing him, you dismiss and I think rightfully OFFEND average, decent
Muslims. You have every right to do so, and perhaps as editor of a paper
in solidarity with Charlie et. al. chose to do so but I think your tone
undermines much work that people are doing around these parts to build
bridges of tolerance and respect between and among communities and
individuals. Whatever YOU think of Muhammed, one the 3 major west-
ern, monotheistic religions sees him as a prophet. If you aren’t comfort-
able saying “prophet Muhammed” because of your beliefs, saying
“Muhammed” might have been enough. As worded, one could fairly
accuse you or the paper of anti-Muslim bias. And that would undermine
your paper’s position as a moderate voice.

*I want to say that I left the event feeling like it had failed to some
degree because there was a lack of dialogue. I don’t feel like it is fair to
blame Jeff; I was waiting throughout for you to interrupt and to bring the
debate into sharper focus. Maybe it needed a moderator to reign in Jeff -
he is an academic after all by background - but also maybe you were
being too Canadian and not enough Israeli and should have just butted
in a bit more. I found your posture at the event very passive. It seems a
bit irresponsible to not have tried more and then to write a piece after the
fact saying people like him are not interested in dialogue. Maybe much
of what he said cannot be refuted by fact; you did make it clear in your
piece that what you reject is the framing of Israel. But framing is only part
of the discourse - beyond that there are facts and policies and real lived
experiences in the region that can’t be ignored. Jeff’s strength is his abil-
ity to frame. I didn’t see you make enough effort to struggle to reframe in
person, which leads to my next point...

*Your framing of people who come to hear Halper as ‘anti-Israel advo-
cates’ is false and outdated. There are many people who see themselves
as struggling for human rights and humanism who attend these lectures,
and many of us are pro-Israel just as the humanist Zionists Halper was
inspired by cannot be framed as anti-Israel: A.D. Gordon, Ahad Ha’am,
people like Gush Shalom’s Uri Avnery, etc. The frame of people strug-
gling for equal rights as being ‘anti-Israel’ means through transitive prop-
erty (think geometry) Israel is anti-human-rights. Do you accept this? 

These frames are consciously constructed by the right wingers that you
yourself claim to disavow. That you would use them without second
thought suggests you accept as mainstream a discourse on Israel that has
drifted so far to the right — or else you think countering what is a far-left-
ist discourse with right-wing frames is somehow fair and balanced. This
discursive polarity IS a big part of the problem and I thought you were
past it. Throwing ethnic groups (Mennonites) and religious folk (United
Church) under this lens is also very irresponsible. As you know there is
also a Mennonite contingent quite “pro-Israel” under your framing of the
discussion in Manichean “pro-con” terms: think Vic Toews and ilk.

*You missed a great part of the evening in your coverage, and that is
Jeff Halper’s frank discussion of why he lives in and loves Israel. I had
never heard him talk about this. He talked about being tied to roots and
in doing so made a bold statement that would be rebutted by a certain
portion of the critical left, like Edward Said, Steven Salaita and that line
of critique: he said quite explicitly that Israel is not a settler-colonialist
state, that Jews have a strong historic tie to the land, and that he rejects
that narrative. Knowing the positions of the critical left, I found that a
strong statement on his part and nuanced part of who he is and how he
fits into Israeli society that is completely missed by the coarse “pro-con”

frame. (It shows there is a continuum of dissent and views on Israel).
*Talking about the dictatorship in Egypt as what Muslims are doing one

to another is troubling. I would have said “what people are doing to each
other in Muslim countries.” Remember, the brutal crackdowns in Egypt
were on both humanist/student-movement types - the liberal movement
- AND more brutally on the Muslim Brotherhood, itself flawed. Are al-
Sisti and Mubarak actually living out Islam - are they Muslims - or do
they abuse Islam in their roles? The secondary point which may be more
important though maybe goes beyond the scope of your article, but since
you brought it up, is that Israel and the US are all-too-happy to see the
dictatorship restored in Egypt and at this point seem to consider it a bet-
ter friend than the Egyptian liberal movement would have been had it
taken power. The frame now shifts to being: in the name of anti-Islamist
government in Egypt, Israel and the US prefer a brutal dictatorship.
Democratic liberalism is thus an afterthought, as chief in their minds is
OPPOSING Islamist government. Whose fault is the under-reporting on
Egypt? It is an under-reporting of a convenient dictatorship that is the
current problem. (I add here, and should have added: there are many
people active in the Egyptian democracy movement from abroad,
probably as many or more as are engaged in Palestinian rights).

A response to Bernie Bellan’s depiction of his interview with Jeff Halper

Jewish Awareness Week too focused on Israel
Dear Editor
I received an email inviting me to Hillel’s Jewish Awareness Week The

goals, stated in the email, of the week are:
Jewish Awareness Week Goals:
· Develop an understanding amongst non-Jewish students of how

antisemitic rhetoric (clothed in anti-Israel language) hurts Jewish stu-
dents on campus.

· Help non-Jewish students interface with Israel by facilitating an
understanding of what it is to be Jewish, and what Israel means to Jews.

· Help Jewish students connect to their Jewish identity, and to Israel.
· Promote Israel to non-Jewish students.
· Raise funds for worthy causes.
_______________
Israel is mentioned in 4 of the 5 goals. It disturbs me that Israel has so

hijacked Jewish identity and that those charged with coordinating and
facilitating the expression of Jewish identity on campus have fallen into
so particular an ideology rather than understanding, practicing and pro-
moting a broader Jewish identity. I don’t begrudge them as individuals
for their views, but as a Manitoban Jew I take exception to the organi-
zational lack of multi-dimensionality in its Jewish Awareness Week
goals. There are many on-campus resources that are Jewish treasures,
such as those active in the Judaic Studies program: a Yiddish professor
and scholar in Itay Zutra; a rare Jewish bird in Ben Baader, being a
Berlin Jew who grew up after the war in Berlin as a Jew and has stud-
ied German Jewry a century before the Shoah; and Justin Lewis in
Religious Studies who is a unique storyteller, teacher, Rabbi, scholar
and, as a convert, has raised his children in Yiddish. There are others, no
doubt, like Haskel Greenfield, with whose work I am not acquainted.

That there is so little cultural dimension to Jewish identity to those
charged with running Hillel, and so strongly right-wing an ideological
position vis-a-vis Israel and its conflation with Jewish identity, is a real
loss for Jewish society; worse, it can be seen to fetishize the identity into
a strictly political one, whereas the political is but one aspect, albeit
important, to Jewish identity. Without a much bigger picture of Judaism,
I feel we do a disservice to our forebears who cultivated a unique,
dynamic, diverse and rich cultural niche among the family of nations as
Jews.

The goals of Jewish Awareness Week are, I am afraid, from a peda-
gogical perspective sorely lacking in imagination and in creating space
for Jews to figure out their identity themselves. Instead, these goals are
conclusions they wish Jews who attend their programs to have; those
with different views or goals are thus less likely to attend the event, thus
creating a self-proliferating, top-down organization with very little use-
fulness to the broader Jewish student population. As such, the Hillel
event attains all of the same vices of which it complains of Israel
Apartheid Week, and is read by its goals as thinly veiled - nay the mask
is off - counter-propaganda or hasbara pablum. 

Worse, as the only Jewish organization operating on campuses in
Manitoba, Hillel, like Netanyahu, seeks to represent the views of all
Jews, but without representing the full picture of who we are as a peo-
ple. I suppose this signals that the need for the creation of a bottom-up,
grassroots, diverse and far 

LETTERS

Continued on page 14. See “Letters”.

By

ALON WEINBERG



Retirement can be a
difficult transition.
You suddenly have
too much time on
your hands and not
enough structure to
your day. Some of
those who can and
are so inclined take
the opportunity to

travel more frequently. Some discover the sat-
isfaction of volunteer work. Some become
couch potatoes.

Then there are those, like northenders
Michael Lemer and Sandi Bloomfield, who
take the opportunity to turn what was an avo-
cation or hobby into a brand new career.

Bloomfield can best be described as a heal-
er who uses gemstones to aid in healing.
Quartz, for example, enhances the effective-
ness of medication, she says. Rose quartz, she
notes, helps alleviate pain and bring about
loving energy. Blue lace agate helps with hip
and knee problems and lessens the pain of
arthritis. It’s also good for the thyroid, lymph
glands and psoriasis, she adds.

She also sells jewellery.
Bloomfield began her working career as an

x-ray and lab tech at the Mount Carmel Clinic
working with the late Anne Ross. She had to
give that career up when she began having
her children.

Following a move to the Hamilton/
Burlington area with her then husband in
1970, she went into real estate sales, a pro-
fession she continued to excel at after the
family moved back to Winnipeg in the mid-
1970s. Over 21 years in real estate, she won
many sales awards and even operated her
own company. She quit the profession in the
early 1990s following the death of her par-
ents and some health issues of her own.

“I had become a workaholic,” she says. “I
was burnt out.”

And the medication she was taking, she says,
over the years made her sicker. 

Eight years ago, Bloomfield suffered a heart
attack. 

“That is when I started my jewellery and
gemstone business,” she says. “I stopped tak-
ing most of my medications and began treating
myself with gem stones. I haven’t felt this well
in years.”

Now this u-turn in Bloomfield’s life was not
exactly a bolt out of the blue. She says that she
has always been intuitive. She recounts, for
example, a dream that she had when she was

four.
“I dreamt that I was going to have a baby

brother whose name would be David Earl,”
she says. “I didn’t know at the time that my
mother was pregnant.”

And she had taken many courses over the
years to do with healing. One of the programs
that she attended was at The International
Institute of Integral Human Sciences where,
over ten summers, she studied a variety of spir-
itual and healing disciplines taught by visiting
professors from all over the world.

Bloomfield offers personal readings at her
home and group sessions. She has been invit-
ed to appear at bar and bat mitzvahs and
seniors centres such as the Gwen Secter,
where she has been a long-time volunteer. And
she does jewelry parties in private homes for
fundraising or for clients who just enjoy having
family and friends for an educational and fun
evening.

For each client with their ring, she will put
together a group of programmed gemstones in
a pouch or vial or in a necklace. She also has
a large selection of rings to choose from – in
varying price ranges – each with the proper
gemstone already mounted. (She doesn’t keep
the rings at her home/office.)

“You don’t have to be ill to appreciate my
gorgeous programmed rings,” she says. “I just
call them feel-good jewelry. I have one of the
best jewelry selections in Winnipeg with over
500 rings to choose from.”

* * * * *
The impetus for Michael Lemer to turn to

pottery full time came in November, 2013,
when his career in sales came to an end due
to downsizing. 

“It turned out for the best,” he says. “I had
been doing pottery almost full time anyway.
This is what I want to be doing.”

His introduction to pottery came about 12
years ago when he and a friend signed up for
a course at the Stoneware Gallery on Corydon.
“It was something I was interested in,” he says.
“My father (the late Sam Lemer) had taken up
stone carving in his retirement years. I found

the class to be a lot of fun. I really liked it.
“So I bought myself a potter’s kiln and wheel

and started doing pottery in my basement.”
He subsequently took more courses, learned

glazing, and picked up different techniques
and ideas. He also does a lot of research
online.

One of his inspirations, he says, has been
long-time potter Alan Lacovetsky. “I have real-
ly been impressed with Alan’s pieces,” Lemer
says.

He notes that for him, pottery started as a
hobby, progressed to a serious hobby, then a
part-time occupation and, over the past 16
months, a full-time business.

Lemer notes that all of his work is either
hand made or wheel thrown. And each piece
has its own distinct personality. He describes
his creations as primarily functional. He pro-
duces complete dinner sets (cups, bowls,
plates, platters), condiment jars, goblets and
mugs and cookware – all of which is oven and
microwave safe.

“One thing I do that I don’t think anyone else
around here does in quite the same way is to
infuse coloured glass into stoneware,” he
notes.

Lemer sells his pottery online, also in a num-
ber of galleries, gift shops and bookstores
locally. His works are also on display in
Kenora and Calgary.

The next stage for Lemer (and his supportive
wife and partner, Evie) is to go the festival
route. He is planning exhibits at the Festival of
Crafts in Calgary in May, the Winnipeg Folk
Festival in July, and the “Big One” Arts and
Craft sales in Brandon in October and the
Signature Show at the Convention Centre here
in November. 

“I always enjoyed going to trade shows in my
former career,” he says. “I was pleased with
how well we did for our first time at the
Signature show here last year and I am told
that people look forward to seeing your wares
and come back year after year. It’s a lot of fun.”

Winnipeggers Sandi Bloomfield, Michael Lemer pursuing new careers in their retirement years 
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Myron Love
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SANDI BLOOMFIELD

MICHAEL LEMER holding goblets.

Lemer holding pottery piece with infused
glass.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

A selection of her rings



Wednesday, March 4, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   7

Joanne Seiff Jewish Heritage Centre program
Did you ever wonder what goes on behind the scenes at the

Canadian Museum of Human Rights? No one has yet seen the dis-
plays come to life at night and run around the museums (as they
do in some museums, according to the movies), but we do know
that a great deal of work is done by a team of researchers, cura-
tors, and display artists before the exhibits are made available for
public viewing…sometimes, at night.

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada has arranged for
two members of that team, Dr. Jodi Giesbrecht and Dr. Jeremy
Maron, to tell how they conceptualize and prepare the exhibits
that you have probably seen – exhibits on the Holocaust and other
genocides, and on the seamier sides of Canadian history.

Dr. Giesbrecht is Manager of Research and Curation at the
CMHR. She supervises research activities to ensure that the
exhibits are based on good scholarship and directs how this
research is represented to the public. In her talk, Dr. Giesbrecht
will walk us through the development of one exhibit from the
Canadian Journeys gallery and explain how it developed from the
bare idea, through book research, oral history, text-writing, and
media production.

Dr. Giesbrecht studied history and psychology at the University
of Winnipeg, and the University of Toronto. She has published
articles on the Winnipeg garment trade and, commissioned by the
JHC and Parks Canada, on Winnipeg’s Chief Rabbi, Israel
Kahanovitch. She is currently writing several articles for publica-
tion on aspects of the Human Rights Museum.

Dr. Maron is the CMHR’s expert on the Holocaust. His talk will
use a Yiddish poem written by Herschel Zynberg during the
Holocaust as an example of a family donation to the Museum and
show us what additional steps were taken before the artefact was
put into the exhibit. 

Dr. Maron studied at the University of Manitoba and Carleton
University, specializing in film studies. His publications include
articles on the representation of the Holocaust in film, notably
“The Pawnbroker,” “Life is Beautiful,” and “Schindler’s List.” Dr.
Maron is a member of the International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance (along with Belle Jarniewski of the JHC/Holocaust
Education Committee) and the International Association of
Genocide Scholars.
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Everyone has a responsibility: 
Re-visioning the Synagogue

In 1995, I enrolled in a special graduate pro-
gram. I taught high school in inner-city
Washington, D.C. in exchange for a small
stipend and some free coursework to start a
Master’s in Education. I grew up nearby in
Virginia. A few miles away, in the US capital,
there were majestic old school buildings, filled
with marble, slate chalkboards…and lots of vio-
lence.

There wasn’t enough money for school supplies or building upkeep.
Many DC schools were known for shootings in their hallways, drug deals,
fires and terrible poverty. Our program allowed burnt-out teachers to take
time for more training. While they were away, grad students stepped into
their classrooms to teach for a few weeks.

To support myself, I found part-time jobs. I taught music, Jewish studies
and Hebrew at a Reconstructionist “Shabbat” religious school on Saturday
mornings, at a non-affiliated Jewish religious school on Sunday mornings,
I tutored b’nai mitzvot students and substituted at the Reform congrega-
tion’s religious school that I’d gone to as a kid. I was busy.

Recently I got an e-notice about “Re-visioning the Synagogue,” about a
program in Winnipeg March 13-15. (Ed. note: The program is “Limmud”.)
I recognized the photo of Rabbi Sid Schwarz, who was the rabbi at Adat
Shalom when I taught at their Shabbat religious school. He wouldn’t
remember me, as he led services or attended to his congregation while I
taught. (The synagogue educator hired me, not the rabbi.) However, I
remember that congregation and Rabbi Schwarz. We could learn a thing
or two from them.

At that time, the congregation met at the Jewish Community Center in
Rockville, Maryland. Services were in the auditorium while kids attended
religious school in classrooms down the hall. Kids also participated in ser-
vices, both age-appropriate ones and with parents. Everything was tempo-
rary and required constant innovation, since the space “belonged” to Adat
Shalom for only a few hours at a time on Shabbat mornings. After services
and learning at what the congregation now calls “Torah School,” there was
a communal oneg. Everyone ate at long tables. I often ate lunch with my
students’ families. Sometimes, I ate with only eight-year-olds – the kids
wanted to eat with their friends – and their teacher.

It was a warm, inclusive space. I learned a lot, even though my guitar (I
taught music and led kid services) and I scarcely ever saw the inside of the
adult worship service. Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb was a student rabbi
then. At his first teaching session with us, he began a story. Rabbi Fred
acted out a misbehaving, blasé kid, unhappy with attending “boring reli-
gious school.” 

My grade 3 and 4 students were restless and raised their hands. They
squirmed as the young rabbinical student plowed ahead. The kids whis-
pered and waved frantically. Finally, I spoke out. “Rabbi,” I interrupted. He
looked up. “Rabbi, we don’t feel this way about Shabbat School.” The kids
nodded, smiled, wiggled and waved their hands in the air. “What if we like
religious school?!”

Rabbi Fred stopped in his tracks. “Well,” he said, grinning. “I guess we
need to tell a different story!” And he did.

Rabbi Fred eventually became the full-time rabbi there, but Rabbi Sid
started that thriving community. Twenty years later, I remember the wel-
come, love, happiness, and menschlichkeit I felt. Kids and families want-
ed to be there. Everyone was welcome and offered lots of food at the
oneg…and a place at the table. Instead of congregants reserving seats and
excluding newcomers, I was often invited to sit with a family or group I’d
never met before.

At Adat Shalom, I sensed everyone felt an obligation: to be welcoming, to
behave Jewishly, to step up and make the world better in whatever way
he/she could manage. They were constantly working and thinking about
how to do more, different and better with what they had; a borrowed space,
a busy rabbi and a complicated mandate to fulfill in terms of Jewish life.

That assumption of responsibility still rings true to me whenever I get to
the seasonal sentence in the Amidah asking for rainfall where we say
“mashiv ha ruach u’morid ha-gashem.” When I led kid services, the kids
gently interrupted to correct me if I skipped the sentence or got the pro-
nunciation wrong. We experimented with standing up and sitting down for
parts of the Shema and V’ahavta to see what helped us concentrate better.
We worked hard to find our own prayer spaces so we didn’t bother others. 

Everybody can be a responsible participant or prayer leader. Anyone can
welcome a teacher, friend or stranger to eat with them after services. As
Rabbi Fred pointed out, we can “change the story.” Let’s re-vision our syn-
agogues, Winnipeg. Let’s see if we can hear what Rabbi Schwarz says,
innovate, and create a new and enthusiastic Jewish future for Winnipeg
together.

In five years, I want my twins to be the ones who insist that they too love
learning at shul…as long as it’s a welcoming, affirming, egalitarian and
supportive place for all families, it doesn’t matter which one.

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mom of twin preschool-
ers. See more of her work on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com or
at http://www.ravelry.com/designers/joanne-seiff. 

By

JOANNE SEIFF



By ANTHONY WEISS
Ed. note: This story was received prior to the

Feb. 22 Academy Awards, at which “Ida” won the
best foreign film award.

LOS ANGELES (JTA) – For the past few decades,
Holocaust films have been common – and often
victorious – fare at the Academy Awards.

But this year, the Polish nominee in the Foreign
Language Film category ventures into the less fre-
quently explored territory of the Holocaust’s after-
math.

“Ida,” writer-director Pawel Pawlikowki’s stark
black-and-white film, is an unsparing look at the
discomfiting void left behind after the obliteration
of Poland’s Jews.

Set in 1962 Poland, the film tells the story of Ida,
a young Catholic novitiate living a life of simple
devotion at a rural monastery as she prepares to
take her vows as a nun. But the rhythm and ritual
of her life is disrupted when she learns that she
must visit her previously absent aunt before she
can be initiated. Against her will, and wearing her
habit like armor, Ida journeys to Warsaw.

The aunt, Wanda Gruz, is the diametric opposite
of Anna – a worldly, disillusioned Stalinist now devoid of faith of any
kind. From the start, Wanda cannot resist taunting Ida for her piety and
innocence. For Wanda, life is pain, leavened by alcohol, cigarettes,
music and an anonymous parade of men. She is also Jewish – and so,
she reveals, is Anna, born Ida Lebenstein, whose family was killed in
the Holocaust.

Almost despite themselves, Ida and Wanda find that they share a
mutual affection, and Wanda agrees to take her niece to search for the
remains of their family. The contrast between the traveling compan-
ions could not be more stark. Passing a roadside shrine, Ida stops to
kneel and pray while Wanda lounges against the car smoking.
Reaching a village, Ida goes to the church, Wanda to the bar.

What they find is a Poland determined not to
remember or to care. From the occupier of the
family’s old house they meet hostile denial.
From villagers in the family’s old hometown
they meet shrugs and blank stares. In a hitch-
hiking young saxophone player they find the
drifting, sensuous pursuit of whatever comes
next.

But Ida and Wanda also force one another to
confront things with which they, too, have
failed to reckon. For all her disapproval of
Wanda, Ida cannot fail to see all that the larg-
er world offers. And Wanda, in her growing
connection with Ida, is forced to excavate
long-buried memories, loves and agonizing
losses.

Of all the movie’s great voids, perhaps none
is greater than Judaism itself. For Ida, the dis-
covery that she is Jewish is an odd, almost
incomprehensible piece of trivia, one of the
few threads tying her to a past she never knew.
Wanda, twisted by pain and grief, neither seeks
nor desires any connection with Jewish life.
She is a modern communist, devoted to the

party but stripped of belief in anything but the perfidy of man.
Yet these two wounded vessels are the sole Jews in the film. Beyond

them there is nothing. No rabbi, no community, no culture, no mem-
ory – only an abandoned graveyard.

Given this, it is little surprise that “Ida,” like its characters, has an
uneasy relationship with Poland. The film has been widely hailed as a
masterpiece and lavished with critical praise and awards, including
Best Foreign Language Film from the British Academy of Film and
Television Arts. But it has also met with criticism from Polish nation-
alist groups that have accused the film of tarring Poland with the sins
of the Nazi invaders.

Pawlikowski is himself a singular figure in the world of Polish film-
making. He has spent much of his adult life working in London, only
recently returning to his native Warsaw. In discussing his filmmaking
influences on “Ida,” the director has cited not Polish but French film-
makers such as Jean-Luc Goddard and Robert Bresson, and critics
have likened Pawlikowski’s minimalist style to the Japanese director
Yashujiro Ozu.

Pawlikowski also shares another element with his characters, name-
ly a Jewish past. His father’s mother was Jewish and was murdered at
Auschwitz. Like Ida, Pawlikowski didn’t learn this history until he was
an adult. His father, an avowed secularist, never discussed it.

“Everyone talks of it as being about Jewish-Polish relations,”
Pawlikowski told the Guardian newspaper last year. “I don’t want to
step into that minefield. For me, the film is about what it is to be
Polish.” 

Oscar winner ‘Ida’ traces void left by Poland’s murdered Jews

8 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 4, 2015

Movies

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

A FOUBBAOANITF MMAO
THE JEWISH FOUNDA  

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ch 23, 2015, for theuntil Mar
Applications ar

EDA, FOUND
NOTIDAAT  
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ch 23, 2015, for the
e being acceptedApplications ar 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

T

MA

enhance Jewish community life 
ganizations grants to orrg

ovides The Foundation pr

MENT FUND.ENDOW
S’YUNITMMCO

WINNIPEG JEWISH
N AND THEOTIFOUNDAAT

CLIIN 1964, IS A PUB
A, FOUBBAOANITF MO

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

our twOfficerr
ting to the Chief ExecutiveRepor

              and

positions of:
ch 23, 2015, for theuntil Mar

enhance Jewish community life 
ganizations that 

ovides 

MENT FUND.

WINNIPEG JEWISH
N AND THE

C
EDA, FOUND

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

ectors will, our two new dir
ting to the Chief Executive

              and

ch 23, 2015, for the
 

 
  

 
  

  
 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 formance and impact.per
to enhance the Foundation’

d-working leaders innovative, har
seeking two experienced, 

ently The Foundation is curr

Manitobans of all backgr
ganizations thaand to orrg

enhance Jewish community life 

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 .jewishfowwww.
the homepage at
application instructions, please see
For complete job descriptions and

engage the community
team to inspir
work together and as par

, our twOfficerr,

formance and impact.
stion’’s

d-working leaders 
seeking two experienced, 

ently 

ounds. Manitobans of all backgr
ganizations that help 

enhance Jewish community life 

 
 

  
 

  
  

 

 
 

  

  

 
 

 
 

 
 

 .jewishfoundation.org
the homepage at
application instructions, please see
For complete job descriptions and

mmunityy.
opy ande philanthrteam to inspir

gert of a larrgwork together and as par
ectors will, our two new dir



Wednesday, March 4, 2015, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   9

Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column

The Yiddish writer Zvi Aizenman died
recently in Israel at the age of 85. Aizenman
was born in Warsaw and was educated in a
secular Yiddish school. He survived the war in
Russia and settled in Israel in 1948. He lived
on a kibbutz and wrote short stories about life
in prewar Warsaw, Russia, and Israel. He was
translated into many languages, however,
never received the public attention he
deserved. He was the last of the great tradition
of Yiddish storytelling. His Yiddish words are
in heaven now inviting us to read them. 

ing nuclear
weapons. In
the latter case,
the main justi-

fication for attacking Iran will be that it
endangers Israel.

What you are doing now will make it much
harder for Israel to get America’s help in the
future. Openly antagonizing our president,
implying that American negotiators don’t
know what they are doing and deliberately
trying to sabotage negotiations meant to deter
Iran might win friends among a minority of
Americans. But it is not going to build the
broader goodwill that Israel is going to need
if it is in imminent danger not only from Iran,
but also from Hezbollah and Hamas.

Why isn’t it in America’s interest to pursue
a cold peace with Iran?

The United States has skin in this game, too.
Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak has
admitted that if there is a preemptive attack,
Iran will be able to “carry out terror activity
using the cells they have in many countries in
the region — to harm American interests.”
There are American troops in Iraq who would
be at risk of attacks from Shiite militias under
Iran’s thumb. Should we not be concerned
about those risks?

Conversely, experienced American diplo-
mats like those in the Iran Project believe that
diminished tensions with Iran will give the
United States a better chance to stop ISIS, sta-
bilize Iraq and Afghanistan, and reduce the
violent chaos in Syria. So why shouldn’t the
United States at least try for a deal that
reduces Iranian adventurism, as long as it
includes very intrusive inspections, severely
diminishes Iranian nuclear capacities and —
if Iran defies world powers and goes back on
its commitments — ensures it would require
at least a year to develop enough fissile mate-
rial to make a bomb?

Why must you make your case in a public
speech to Congress?

If Israeli intelligence has solid evidence that
what is under discussion will give Iran too
much leeway to secretly develop nukes,
wouldn’t it would be more appropriate to
make your argument to Congress privately?
Why do you need to orchestrate a televised
spectacle and a frontal assault on an
American president with whom Israel will
need to work in the next two years?

We understand you want to make a case to
the American people, and there are many
venues where you can do so. But the only
conceivable reason for rejecting a private
meeting with congressional Democrats, as
you did this week, is that you are vying for an
edge in the upcoming Israeli elections.

We can’t and won’t defend that in the court
of American public opinion.

(Gideon Aronoff is the chief executive offi-
cer of Ameinu. Dan Fleshler is an Ameinu
board member and the author of
“Transforming America’s Israel Lobby – The
Limits of Its Power the Potential for
Change.”)

Iran
(Continued from page 1.)
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Bill Marantz
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The People of the Book 
Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News Book Club 

The Sisters Weiss 
- Facilitated by Rebbetzin Tikvah Ellis

Everyone is invited to join us on Tuesday, March 17 at 7:30 pm for the
next installment of The People of the Book featuring The Sisters Weiss by
author Naomi Ragen. 

In 1950’s Brooklyn, sisters Rose and Pearl Weiss grow up in a loving
but strict ultra-Orthodox family, never dreaming of defying their parents
or their community’s unbending and intrusive demands. Then, a chance
meeting with a young French immigrant turns Rose’s world upside
down, its once bearable strictures suddenly tightening like a noose
around her neck. In rebellion, she begins to live a secret life – a life that
shocks her parents when it is discovered. With nowhere else to turn, and
an overwhelming desire to be reconciled with those she loves, Rose tries
to bow to her parents’ demands that she agree to an arranged marriage.
But pushed to the edge, she commits an act so unforgivable, it will exile
her forever from her innocent young sister, her family, and all she has
ever known. Forty years later, pious Pearl’s sheltered young daughter
Rivka suddenly discovers the ugly truth about her Aunt Rose, the out-
cast, who has moved on to become a renowned photographer. Inspired,
but naive and reckless, Rivka sets off on a dangerous adventure that will
stir up the ghosts of the past, and alter the future in unimaginable ways
for all involved. Powerful, page-turning and deeply moving, Naomi
Ragen’s The Sisters Weiss is an unforgettable examination of loyalty and
betrayal; the differences that can tear a family apart and the invisible
bonds that tie them together.

Naomi Ragen is an American-born novelist, playwright and journalist
who has lived in Jerusalem since 1971 and who writes regularly in the
Jerusalem Post about Israel and Jewish issues. Naomi has published nine
internationally best-selling novels, and is the author of a hit play,
Women’s Minyan. With her newest novel, The Sisters Weiss, Naomi con-
tinues her ground-breaking exploration of women in the ultra-Orthodox
Jewish world she began in 1989 with Jephte’s Daughter, followed by
Sotah and The Sacrifice of Tamar. An Orthodox woman, feminist and
iconoclast, Naomi is a tireless advocate for women’s rights in Israel,
waging a relentless campaign against domestic abuse and bias in rab-
binical courts, as well as a successful Supreme Court case against gen-
der segregation on Israeli buses.

The program will take place in the Kroft Boardroom at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required. For more information please
contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Tuesday, April 28, featuring An American Bride in Kabul by Phyllis
Chesler and facilitated by Professor Tami Jacoby. 

Working with the Cherniacks: A family affair
A casual meeting at a Zionist function

launched my seven- ear association with the
Cherniack family law firm. “Send him to see
me,” Saul said, when my father mentioned
that I was going into law. In 1956 the
Manitoba Law School was on the third floor
of the Law Courts Building and the staff, with
the exception of the dean and comptroller,
were practicing lawyers. You attended classes

in the morning, “articled” in law office in the afternoons, and after
four years were called to the bar. Occasionally a student did not stay
the course but I can’t recall anyone flunking out. 

Technically Saul Cherniack was my “principal” but my mentor was Al
Mackling. It was standard practice for the “senior student” to guide the
rookie. Al was several years older than me, having gone back to school
after several years in the workforce, like the firm’s senior partner, Joseph
Arthur Cherniack, and was cut from the same socialist cloth as Saul and
J.A. An active member of the CCF party (which later became the NDP), Al
was a perfect fit for the Cherniack firm. Yet, after graduating (with the Gold
Medal), he left to launch his own St. James practice and political career. I
had even less interest in politics than law but I guess it didn’t show because
after I was called to the bar Saul and J.A. took me into the family business. 

Cherniack & Cherniack wasn’t the only father-son firm in Winnipeg
(Stubbs, Stubbs & Stubbs was right across the street) but it was the only one
where the partners sat down at the same dinner table. 333 St. Johns Ave.
was a North Winnipeg version of Downton Abbey; three generations of the
Cherniack family living and working together. After we had moved from
our Dickensian office on Main Street, north of Portage, to more spacious
quarters, south of Portage, Saul’s wife Sybil joined the firm as reception-
ist/bookkeeper, and her teenage son, Lawrie, joined us for a few months in
the summer. Both he and his mother could type as fast (if not faster) than
our regular stenographers, but I’m not sure if Lawrie took shorthand.

By this time I had been made a junior partner. 
Two years later the Cherniack Cherniack & Marantz sign that hung out-

side our newly renovated ground floor digs had to be changed again. Like
my predecessor I had left to open my own one-man firm - not because of
any disagreement with the Cherniacks but simply to pursue my own extra-
legal activities with a clear conscience. Though I’m sure the Cherniacks
were puzzled by my precipitous departure, there seemed to be no hard
feelings. As always, Saul was the quintessential gentleman.

My other senior partner also accepted my decision with uncharacteristic
equanimity. Joseph Arthur Cherniack was not known for his flexibility. He
had a mane of unruly grey-white hair and the disposition of a bulldog. “I’d
rather engage in litigation with another lawyer than have a routine house
deal with J.A. Cherniack,” Gordon Pollack (the elder) used to say. J.A., who
was pushing 80 when I joined the firm, was the polar opposite of his son.
Saul Cherniack is the most diplomatic and organized human being I have
ever met. He would not leave the office, even if it was ten at night, until
every item on his Brownline Calendar Pad had a line through it. 

J.A., who had a memory like a steel trap, used his diary as a paper
weight. 

He also used a large paper clip to hold his tie in place... and kept a
fountain pen clipped to his back pocket. He preferred fountain pens
to ballpoints and, when the secretaries were tied up, would occa-
sionally write out a document (transfer of land, mortgage) longhand,
which was common practice at one time. (see Bartleby The Scrivener.)
J.A’s penmanship was elegant but barely legible. He would break off
in the middle of a word, with a flourish, and join the remainder to the
next word: Some thingli kethis.

Sybil Cherniack, an attractive, highly intelligent woman with a heart of
gold, died of cancer far too young. Her father-in-law could not have been
the easiest person in the world to work with, let alone live with. Yet, for
some reason, he seemed to have a soft spot for me. Right from the begin-
ning he accepted my callow ignorance (like not knowing where the Paris
Building was located) with amused tolerance rather than characteristic
exasperation. He seldom criticized my gaffes and never chewed me out -
even when I went home with his car keys in my pocket. 

Shortly after I left the firm J.A. paid me a visit at the office I shared with
two other sole practitioners (ironically, in the Paris Bldg) and retained me
as “counsel” on a case that was set to be heard in a few days. In spite of
his bluster J.A. did not like appearing in court and his increasing deafness
gave him an excuse to avoid it. It was a simple debt action and I obtained
judgment for the plaintiff with little difficulty. My “client” was pleased with
my advocacy but not my bill. I don’t recall how much it was, but it was
one of the few statements my part-time secretary, whom I shared with Stan
Udow, sent out that year... or in any of the following years. The $20,000 I
earned in my last year at Cherniack firm turned out to be the high water
mark of my legal career.

Fortunately I was able to supplement my income with a freelance
broadcasting gig, followed by a judging gig that fell into my lap when the

By

BILL MARANTZ

Continued on next page See “Marantz”.
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Zvi Hirschfield bringing taste of Pardes
learning to Limmud Winnipeg

By MYRON LOVE
Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield will be

bringing a sample of Pardes learning
to Limmud Winnipeg on Sunday,
March 15 at the Campus.

The Pardes Institute of Jewish
Learning, of which Hirschfield is a
staff member, is an open, co-ed and
non-denominational Jewish learn-
ing community, based in Jerusalem
and with programs worldwide.
Students, from a broad spectrum of
the Jewish world, study classic
Jewish texts and traditions and their relevance to the modern world.

Zvi Hirschfield grew up in Chicago. He has a B.A. in History from
Columbia University and did graduate work at Harvard University
in Medieval and Modern Jewish Thought. He and his family made
aliyah in 1999. In Israel, he studied at Yeshivat Har Etzion in Israel
and has rabbinic ordination (2003) from the Chief Rabbinate of
Israel.

Rabbi Hirschfield notes that he has never aspired to be a pulpit
rabbi. “My primary focus has always been Jewish education,” he
says. 

Before moving to Israel, he served as the director of Judaica at the
JCC of Cleveland and, for many years, was an instructor at the
Cleveland College of Jewish Studies. Along with his position at
Pardes, he also serves as a curriculum writer and is involved in staff
training for the Cleveland-based Nesiya Institute which brings
together North America and Israeli Jewish youth.

At Limmud, Rabbi Hirschfield will be discussing the controversial
issue of gossip and posing the provocative question about whether
or not Torah study can be dangerous. For the latter, he is referring to
the danger of developing a sense of being among the elite. As to
gossip, he notes that there are different categories.

Rabbi Hirschfield is an unabashed Zionist. “I believe in the Jewish
People and our Jewish homeland,” he says.

CBC well was running dry. Though
I’ve never confirmed my suspi-
cions I have no doubt who was
responsible for my appointment as

a part-time Provincial Court judge. Saul was a member of the Howard
Pawley cabinet, as was Al Macking, Sid Green and virtually every other
NDP lawyer in Manitoba. So the pickings were rather slim. By that time

Roy Stubbs had been
appointed Senior Judge of
the Family Division, J.A.
had died, while still in the
saddle, and Lawrie
Cherniack had chosen to
practice with another
firm. So the family busi-
ness was on its last legs. 

Or perhaps it had
already expired.
Eventually it was taken
over by my classmate,
Lenny Weinberg, but I’ve
never investigated the
details. Perhaps I should
have asked Saul when I
bumped into him, a few
months ago, at a
Canadian Tire store. “How
old is he?” my wife asked,
when I told her of our
brief encounter. It sudden-
ly occurred to me that I
had no idea. And when I
googled the name “Saul
Cherniack” I was astound-
ed at the result. My old
partner looked more vig-
orous at ninety-seven than
I felt at seventy nine. The
Cherniack law firm is his-
tory but the family genes
were carrying on.

Marantz
Continued from previous page.

Assistance for Passover
available

If individuals or families require
assistance in order to celebrate
Passover – help is available. Jewish
Child and Family Service acts as the
central agency for the collection and
distribution of Passover assistance to
families in need. Contact JCFS by
phone or email (see accompanying
ad). Please be sure to indicate the
size of the family, ages, and if there
are any dietary restrictions.

RABBI ZVI HIRSCHFIELD

Jewish National Fund will feature
Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood

at Negev Gala 2015
The Jewish National Fund of Canada Manitoba/Saskatchewan

Regional Branch is thrilled to announce that comedians Colin
Mochrie and Brad Sherwood will be performing at this year’s
Negev Gala. The pair will hit the stage at the Club Regent Event
Centre on Wednesday, June 17, 2015. 

Tickets are available now through the Jewish National Fund at
204-947-0207.

“Colin and Brad bring a wide-range appeal that everyone will
love,” remarked Regional JNF President Karla Berbrayer, “Their
unique blend of spontaneous and smart comedy is well-suited to
our popular event.”

Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood have emerged as two of
America’s most popular comedic personalities. The most recent
concert DVD released by the Emmy-nominated Whose Line Is It
Anyway? stars, “Two Man Group,” is the culmination of seven
successful years of touring theaters, colleges and corporate events
across the country. 

Using their razor sharp wit and amazing improv skills, the duo
takes contributions from the audience to create hilarious and orig-
inal scenes. An extraordinary evening of improvisational comedy,
the show becomes truly interactive as audience members are
called to the stage to participate in the fun. 

Colin and Brad are currently featured on a new daily prime-time
series, “Drew Carey’s Improv-a-Ganza,” on GSN. In addition, due
to the overwhelming response of Whose Line Is It Anyway?, Colin
and Brad can be seen performing over 15 times a week, between
ABC, Comedy Central, and Lifetime.

Recently retired CEO of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
Robert “Bob” Freedman is being honoured at this year’s event. He
is widely regarded as a visionary leader in Winnipeg and has done
much to foster a strong community dedicated to culture, continu-
ity, spirituality, survival and welfare of Jewish life.

For tickets, tribute and sponsorship opportunities call the JNF
office at 204-947-0207.



Wherever you find yourself
Limmud will take you one step
further on your Jewish journey.
Whether by learning from our Rabbis and teachers, participating in
art workshops or cooking classes or hearing stories from our people,
at Limmud you will find something for you.

There will be no lack
of opportunities to learn
and enjoy some music
from our talented musi-
cians and choirs.

Jr. Chazzanim –
Congregation Shaarey
Zedek – Havdalah &
Musical Purim Puppet
Play 
Yona Choir – Children’s
Choir directed by Lina
Streltsov
Kinzey Posen, Shayla Fink & Adam Rose - Live Entertainment 
Bev Aronovitch & Miriam Bronstein - Zingshpiel Yiddish Sing Along
Anibal Mass -Davening La Vida Loca

Through comedy, pho-
tography and literature
you will have a lot to
choose from:
Gaby Divay & Susan
Turner - Jewish Patrons
of the Arts and
Philanthropists: The
Arnhold Banking
Dynasty, Berlin - New
York - Wannsee
Dan Goldberg -
Northcoast Jewish
Comedy
Eva Wiseman - Writing About the Hassidim
Manuel Sousa - Jewish through the Lens
Jason Marantz -The Only Jew at Hogwarts

Local and international presenters will present about issues and sto-
ries from Israel
Benji Aziza - Not Your Average Rosh Hashana: My Experience Treating
Syrian Refugees at the IDF Field Hospital
David Greaves - Stepping Out Of the Box and Into The Bomb Shelter
Don James - Christian Support for Israel
Faith Kaplan - Get Engaged! How to Make a Difference in the
Canadian Political Process
Israel

Jeremy Shinewald - Way Behind the Man: Two Years of Speechwriting
for the Ambassador of Israel
Israel
Ira Robinson -Religious Life in Mainstream Israel

Members of our community and professionals share their
stories, experiences and expertise.

Rena Boroditsky - Death Cafe Winnipeg: Comfortable Space
For End-of Life Conversation

Ariel Brawerman & Dario Schor -Judaism: A Space Odyssey

Marshall Carroll - Icebreakers for Fun and Prophets

Hannah Fogel & Daniel Kroft -Walking the Talk of Jewish
Values in Kenya

Jay Greenfeld - The Balancing Act

Nancy Hughes - Jewish and Included

Benjamin Shinewald - From Unity to Diversity: Why Our Community
is Fracturing and Why it Might be a Good Thing

Shepsel Shell -What Obstacles?! Living Life to the Fullest

Jason Marantz -Keeping it Real: The Future of Jewish Education

Drew Mindell - Ahead of the Curve: The Story Behind and Origins of
The Illegal Curve Hockey Show

Rabbis and Teachers will delight everyone with their knowledge of
Judaism

Ruth Ashrafi - Foundation of Jewish Family Living – Reading Jewish
Stories with our Children

Jonathan Bitton - A Mystical Moroccan Inheritance

Avi Dolgin - Yonah ben Amitai & Co.

Ari Ellis & Matthew Lazar -Brit Milah: The Covenant of Circumcision

Alan Green - Techniques of Jewish Meditation

Zvi Hirschfield - The Dangers of Torah Study
Gossip: Why is it wrong and why do we love it?

Sid Schwarz - Jewish Megatrends: Charting the Course of the
American Jewish Future

& God, Prayer and Ritual for the Jewish Skeptic
& Can Social Justice Save the Jewish Soul?

Barry Shell - Making Scents of the Torah

Ira Robinson - From the Zohar to Madonna: Popularization of Jewish
Mysticism

Tina Greenfield -The Assyrian Empire and their impact on the
Kingdoms of Judah and Israel in the first millennium

For those who are more
hands on or want to get into
motion or try something artis-
tic, here are some great
opportunities.

Momi Cohen - Krav Maga
Israeli Self Defense

Sergei Didenko - Kosher
Sushi workshop

Tzafi Weinberg - Clay work-
shop – Finding Your Spirit In
Clay

Yael Borovich & Channah
Greenfield - Silk Painted
Kippot Workshop
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Israel

Jewish Stories and Society

Music at Limmud

Art & Culture

Judaism and Spirituality

Active Sessions and Workshops

Limmud Winnipeg 2015
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Havdalah & Music

Presenters on all kinds of topics of all ages

Everyone enjoys Limmud

Limmud Winnipeg 2015

Children’s Program at Limmud

A full day of children programming will be offered
on Sunday March 15. Experienced Jewish Educators
will be leading quality programs including Art
Projects, Cooking, Israeli Dance and more.
• Art Project: “Chagall Windows” 
• Israeli Dance for Children
• PJ Library Family Program “Lego at Limmud”
• Purim Puppet Play
• Games, craft, cooking and fun outdoors
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Interfaith Passover Seder, 
everyone Welcome!

Hillel Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba Chaplain’s
Association are hosting an Interfaith Passover Seder at
Congregation Shaarey Zedek, March 22nd, 2015.

The evening promises to be a unique experience for everyone
who participates and will be an inspirational Passover celebration
filled with, delightful music, lively singing, easy learning and deli-
cious food!

The program for the evening will include a tour of the syna-
gogue, an interactive Passover Seder, and after dinner discussion
groups. 

The evening will be led by Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s, Rabbi
Green and Cantor Mass, and the Hillel Winnipeg student leader-
ship.  

Join us and be part of something special, get tickets online at
www.jewishwinnipeg.org/hillel

In reference to article in Feb. 18 JP&N
Hi Bernie,
I was very pleased to see that JNF raised over $18,000 at press time

at their Telethon, but most disappointed to see that there was no
mention of the reason that these good looking boys appeared on the
front page of the Feb. 18 edition of the JP&N.

Almost half of the two dozen volunteers at the Telethon were from
The Asper Foundation Human Rights and Holocaust Studies Program,
administered by the Jewish Heritage Centre and coordinated by me.
These Jewish Grade 9 students, attending public schools throughout
the city, must complete 16 hours of Volunteer Community Service as
part of their program, which consists of education sessions, a trip to
Washington and a graduation ceremony upon their return. This helps
our youth understand the value of giving back to their community and
makes them aware of the need to do so.

The students participating through the JHC who volunteered at the
Telethon are:
Jessica Shapiro, Rhianna Cohen, Kyle Yaffe, Adam Yusim, Eric
Lempert, Ryan Abells, Brendan Tessler, Gabi Greenberg, Brook
Atnikov, German Glusgold.

It should be noted that these youth volunteers came from The Asper
Foundation program. I sent an email to parents about this opportu-
nity and the JNF was fortunate to have almost 50% of their volunteers
coming from our program. 

In the photo in the JP, Nir Livni is a student at Gray; all the other
boys are participating in The Asper Foundation program through the
JHC and are students from Grant Park and St. Paul’s.

Hope you can make this reference in the next issue as I feel it is
most important that you reference the reasons that these boys were
at the telethon and show how important and valuable it is to give
back to our community at all ages. The Asper Foundation program
values this volunteer community experience.
Regards,
Renee Kaplan
Coordinator
The Asper Foundation Human Rights & Holocaust Studies Program
Jewish Heritage Centre

Some of the hard-working volunteers at this year’s JNF telethon (l-r):
KYLE YAFFE, ERIC LEMPERT, RYAN ABELLS, BRENDAN TESSLER
and NIR LIVNI.     

They were "going green" for Israel!

Poll: Two-thirds of Americans believe Boehner
mishandled Netanyahu invitation

WASHINGTON (JTA) – A CNN poll found that 63 percent of
Americans believe it was wrong of congressional Republican lead-
ers to invite Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to speak
without first notifying the president. 

The results of the phone poll, which was conducted Feb. 12-15 by
ORC International, were released last week. The poll of 1,027 adults
from across the country had a margin of error of 3 percentage
points. 

Netanyahu is scheduled to speak March 3 to Congress about his
opposition to the current nuclear talks between Iran and the world
powers. 

Rep. John Boehner (R-Ohio), the speaker of the U.S. House of
Representatives, invited Netanyahu without consulting with the
White House or congressional Democrats. 

more ideologically-inclusive, culturally-creative Jewish student-run cam-
pus group is well past due.
Alon Weinberg

PS.  I should disclose that during this same Jewish Awareness Week I
had been invited to speak to Hillel on Judaism and Ecology.  That I will
not be speaking during this week is by mutual agreement with Hillel's
coordinator, only in part due to the fact that Jewish Awareness Week was
later planned at the same time and that its agenda became so full and oth-
erwise oriented.  It was also due to some scheduling issues on my part.
This critical letter I've written is only in small part related to the fact that
once again Israel has taken a front seat, while broader Jewish and dias-
pora issues are less of a priority for this organization.  I have no trace of
bitterness towards Ian Brojges, who had made great efforts to coordinate
this talk with me.  But I fear there are heavier hands trying to leave their
mark on how Judaism is represented on campus.

Letters
(Continued from page 5.)
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123 Doncaster Street | (204) 477-7510 | www.radyjcc.com

Family Musical 
Shabbat Dinner

Join us for our Family Shabbat Dinner where you
and your family can experience a wonderful

Kabbalat Shabbat with other families.

Friday, March 13, 5:30 pm
Multi-Purpose Room, Rady JCC

Adults $18 | Children $8 | Children under 2 Free

Camp Massad Style! Camp Massad Ruach!

Advance registration by Tuesday, March 10 | (204) 477-7510 or www.radyjcc.com
For more information contact Laura Marjovsky at lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com

Everyone is welcome to attend.
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All of us at Bernstein’s Deli would like to take the opportunity to wish  

all our valued customers a Happy Passover! 

PASSOVER (PESACH) CATERING LIST 

(Don’t see what you want? Just ask!) 
POTATO LATKES 

ROASTED TURKEY  

ROASTED CHICKEN 

COOKED SLICED BRISKET 

MARINARA TURKEY 

MEATBALLS 

SWEET & SOUR MEATBALLS 

POACHED SALMON 

CHICKEN SCHNITZEL 

 

GEFILTE FISH 

HERRING TID BITS 

COLESLAW 

GREEK QUINOA SALAD 

CHOPPED LIVER 

CHOPPED HERRING 

CHICKEN SALAD 

TUNA SALAD 

 

SALMON SALAD 

SMOKED SALMON 

EGG SALAD 

MATZO BALL SOUP 

CLEAR CHICKEN SOUP 

CHICKEN SOUP W CHICKEN 

RICE FLOUR PASHTIDA 

CHAROSET 

DIP (SPICY ROASTED RED PEPPER HUMMUS – SPINACH – SMOKED SALMON & MORE) 

MATZO (EGG, REGULAR, ORGANIC, GLUTEN FREE, CHOCLATE COVERED & MORE) 

SALAD (GREEK – ORANGE ALMOND – TOSSED – QUINOA AND KALE) 

KUGEL (POTATO – MUSHROOM & ONION – SWEET APPLE) 

DESSERT (FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE CAKE WITH RASPBERRY COULIS – 

ASS’D MERINGUES – RICE FLOUR APPLE PIE –  

LEMON SEMIFREDDO – COCONUT MACAROONS) 
 

Any one of our staff would be happy to assist you with putting your order 

together. 204-488-4552 or email aaron@bernsteinsdeli.com 

Order deadline for first Seder: Monday March 30th @ 4 pm 

 

DELICATESSEN
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emic and extra-curricular interests;
strongly developed inner-directedness;
and outstanding overall potential for
leadership. Through the country’s most

rigorous and personalized selection process, which includes inter-
views at the regional and national level, they select the top 30 of
approximately 3,800 applicants as Loran Scholars.

“Each Loran Scholar receives an award valued at up to $100,000 for
their undergraduate studies. For four years, they receive one-on-one
mentorship, a summer program, financial independence and opportu-
nities to seek out how they can most effectively contribute to society.
Graduating scholars join a network of nearly 500 alumni who support
each other as they take on leadership responsibilities beyond their
years in business, public policy, medicine, law, academia, the arts and
many other disciplines.”)

“They pay for your tuition, residence,” Hannah explained, “all those
things, but also it’s a community where you are offered opportunities
to meet amazing students from across the country, you are set up with
a mentor in the community where you are studying – like a busi-
nessperson or a doctor – someone who will guide you these four years
as an undergrad.”

I asked Hannah whether the “Loran Scholarship” was a Canadian or
an international scholarship.

She answered: “It’s a Canadian scholarship. It used to be known as
the Canadian Merit Award or the Millenium Scholarship.”

When asked whether she had a preference for arts or sciences,
Hannah said that one of the reasons she was so keen on attending
McMaster University is that school has an “arts and science program
that’s unique in the country. You have the opportunity to study both
subjects and there are courses that integrate the two. That really inter-
ests me because I love both and I don’t really want to choose quite yet
which one I want to study for sure.”

“Is medicine something you’re considering?” I asked.
“It is,” Hannah responded. “I like medicine. It’s a science but it has

an arts component also.”
It would be nice to think that at some point Hannah Lank would return

to Winnipeg once she is done her schooling. Can you imagine the con-
tributions someone of her immense capabilities would make to this
community? Good luck in your future endeavours, Hannah. You
make us all feel so proud that a young Jewish Winnipegger has
already accomplished so much in such a very short period.

Hannah Lank
Continued from page 1.

Hannah Lank’s Loran Scholarship
was endowed by leading Canadian

philanthropist James Temerty
Further to the $100,000 Loran

Scholarship awarded to Winnipeg
student Hannah Lank, we are also
informed by Hannah that her particu-
lar scholarship is endowed by a
Canadian family foundation known
as the Temerty Family Foundation.

James Temerty is a fascinating indi-
vidual, and someone who has devel-
oped close ties with the Jewish com-
munity, although he himself is not
Jewish. 

Following is some information
taken from the Internet about James
Temerty:

“James Temerty is a distinguished
Canadian entrepreneur, civic leader,
and philanthropist, and founder of
the Ukrainian Jewish Encounter.

“He was born in the Donbas region
of Ukraine during WWII. His parents were deported to Germany as
forced labourers. After the war, his family lived in Belgium for three
years, before coming to Canada and settling in Montreal.

“After graduating, he held various marketing and management
positions with IBM in Canada and the United States. After 15 years,
Mr. Temerty returned to his entrepreneurial roots, building a single
franchise into the world’s largest privately held chain of
ComputerLand stores.

“Today Mr. Temerty is well known as the founder and chair of
Northland Power, Canada’s first independent power producer and a
Canadian icon for clean and green energy sources.

“Founded in 1987, Northland Power operates biomass, natural gas
and wind power projects in Ontario, Quebec and Saskatchewan.
Wind, solar and waterpower ventures are currently under develop-
ment.

“A man of boundless energy and compassion, Mr. Temerty devotes
much of his time and fortune to philanthropic causes in Canada and
Ukraine.

“He is a benefactor of Lviv’s Ukrainian Catholic University, one of
Ukraine’s leading educational institutions and the only Catholic uni-
versity in the former Soviet Union. There he has established three
departments that study Jewish-Ukrainian interfaith relations. He
supports similar initiatives at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem.”

It should also be noted that the Temerty Family Foundation donat-
ed $1.5 million to the Canadian Museum of Human Rights.

JAMES TEMERTY



By MYRON LOVE 
Winnipeg’s David Matas, one of the world’s

leading human rights activists, was in Ottawa on
February 19  to present a submission on Iran to the
House of Commons Subcommittee on
International Human Rights.

Matas’ presentation focused on Iranian anti-
Semitism and anti-Zionism which, he argued, are
central to the regime of the mullahs of Iran.
“Though the regime bills itself as Islamic and
Shiite, it is more accurate to describe it as anti-
Zionist and anti-Semitic,” he said. 

There is a difference in tone, he acknowledged,
between the previous president of Iran, Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad and the current, President Hassan
Rouhani.  “Yet, in substance,” he noted, “the
regime remains ideologically the same.”

At the top of the list, Matas noted, is Iran’s ongo-
ing Holocaust denial.  He pointed out that former president
Ahmadinejad hosted a Holocaust denial conference in Teheran in
December, 2006.  Another one was scheduled for December, 2013,
which Rouhani cancelled. 

Matas quoted Rouhani as saying that “the crime that Nazis commit-
ted towards the Jews as well as non-Jews is reprehensible and con-
demnable”.[1]  But then, under Rouhani, the Holocaust denial con-
ference happened anyway - last year, in October, 2014.

“Secondly,” Matas said, “the regime of the mullahs is actively hostile
to any peace agreement between Palestinians and Israelis.  The regime
takes the position that Israel should not exist, no matter whether the
Palestinian authority comes to terms with Israel or not. Symptomatic
of this attitude is the refusal of the regime even to call Israel by its
name.  Instead Iran refers to Israel as the Zionist entity.  This is termi-
nology President Rouhani himself uses.”

The Iranian constitution, Matas noted,  which was enacted after the
revolution, states that Jews are a recognized religious minority who
are free to perform their religious rites and ceremonies and to act

according to their
own canon in mat-
ters of personal
affairs and religious
education.[2] 

“Yet, Jews, includ-
ing Jewish commu-
nity leaders, have
been arbitrarily exe-
cuted, accused and
convicted of spying
for Israel, and their
property confiscat-
ed,” he reported.
“The leadership of
the Jewish commu-
nity has been forced
to condemn Israel
publicly and take
part in anti-Israel
demonstrations.

“The Jewish popu-
lation of Iran has
shrunk from
100,000 to 120,000
in 1948 to 8,756 in
2011.”     

Hezbollah in
southern Lebanon,
which is listed in
Canada as a terrorist
organization, was
created by Iran to
fight Israel, Matas
said.  He quoted
United States
Federal Court judge
Royce Lamberth,
who stated in a May,
2003 judgment that
“it is clear that the
formation and emer-
gence of Hezbollah
as a major terrorist

organization is due to the government of Iran.
Hezbollah presently receives extensive financial
and military technical support from Iran, which
funds and supports terrorist activities.”

He referred to the bombings of the Israeli
embassy in Buenos Aires, Argentina in March,
1992, and the Jewish community centre in the
same city in July, 1994, which killed more than 100
and injured over 300 as the work of Hezbollah
with the support of Iran. 

“The Argentinean intelligence service investigat-
ed this second attack and concluded, in a detailed
report, that the attack was planned and organized
by the Government of Iran.  The decision to mount
the attack was taken in August, 1993 by Iran’s
National Security Council.  Participating in the
decision were the then and current leader
Ayatollah Khamenei as well as the then president

Hashemi Rafsanjani.  Iran used Hezbollah to perpetrate the attack.”
Among the actions that Matas called upon the Government of

Canada to take were to expand the exceptions to sovereign immunity
to catch Iranian human rights violations in a larger net.  “It should be
possible for victims of the Iranian regime to sue in our courts for the
harm that the regime has done to them,” he said. 

“Parliament has enacted the Justice for Victims of Terrorism Act in
2012 and the Government has designated Iran under that legislation.
The designation of Iran allows victims to sue Iran for acts of terrorism. 

“Yet, the crimes of Iran go beyond terrorism to encompass a wide
range of international human rights violations.  We need exceptions to
the state immunity regime which cover genocide, war crimes, crimes
against humanity and torture.  We commend to your attention Bill C-
632, the Private Member’s Bill of Irwin Cotler, the proposed Redress
for Victims of International Crimes Act which does just that.”

He seconded the suggestion of a previous submission by Mark
Dubowitz from the Foundation for Defense of Democracies that
Canada should campaign to link any arms agreement between Iran
and foreign states to a human rights component paralleled on the
Helsinki Accord.  He also encouraged Canada to urge the European
Union to list Hezbollah as a whole (and not just its military wing) as
a terrorist entity.

And finally, Matas called on Canada to use stronger language at the
United Nations General Assembly when Canada once again takes the
lead in sponsoring a resolution about Iran, by adding comments about
the regime’s anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism.

David Matas presents submission on Iranian anti-Semitism 
to House of Commons Subcommittee
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Palestinian groups must pay U.S. terrorism
victims over $218 million

NEW YORK (JTA) – A New York jury ordered the Palestine
Liberation Organization and the Palestinian Authority to pay more
than $218 million in damages to American victims of six terrorist
attacks in Israel. 

The verdict Monday in a Manhattan federal court was in favor of
10 American families suing over attacks in the Jerusalem area from
2002 to 2004. 

The attacks have been attributed to the Al-Aqsa Martyrs Brigade
and Hamas. The $218 million award could be tripled under the U.S.
Anti-Terrorism Act. 

“Now the PLO and the P.A. know there is a price for supporting
terrorism,” said Nitsana Darshan-Leitner, a lawyer for the plaintiffs,
in an interview with Reuters after the verdict. 

The verdict followed a six-week civil trial that included testimony
from survivors of suicide bombings in Jerusalem. The PLO and the
Palestinian Authority are expected to appeal. 

While the plaintiffs argued that PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat had
arranged for attackers and their survivors to be compensated,
lawyers for the PLO and Palestinian Authority said the groups had
condemned terror attacks and that any payments made to terrorists
were done by low-level employees acting independently. 

“Money is oxygen for terrorism,” Kent Yalowitz, a lawyer for the
families, said in a closing argument, according to the New York
Times. Yalowitz added that the U.S. antiterrorism law “hits those
who send terrorists where it hurts them most: in the wallet.” 

The U.S. Anti-Terrorism Act was also used last September by a
Brooklyn jury that found the Arab Bank liable for supporting Hamas
terrorism. Damages in that case will be decided in a second trial. 

DAVID MATAS: “The Jewish pop-
ulation of Iran has shrunk from
100,000 to 120,000 in 1948 to
8,756 in 2011.”



By MYRON LOVE
There are some Palestinians who are trying to tell the clueless

Europeans and EU bureaucrats “thanks, but no thanks”.
Most recently, as reported in the February 5 edition of the online

“Elder of Ziyon” blog, quoting the European NGO for MENA (Middle
East and North African countries)h, “representatives of three hundred
and fifty unpaid public-sector employees in Gaza denounced the PA
in a scathing letter sent to the Arab League, European Union repre-
sentatives and the Palestinian Legislative Council.”

The letter criticises Abbas’ personal appropriation of power and the
increasing authoritarianism of his regime. The authors state: “The
Palestinian Authority – supposedly committed to the liberation and
defence of our people – has joined the ranks of Palestine’s oppressors.
The PA now violates, rather than ensures, the rights of Palestinians; it
systematically destroys, rather than builds, the institutions of a future
Palestinian state; it appropriates funds for its own political purposes,
rather than using them to create a democratic, professional and
accountable government. “The PA is not currently fit to represent the
Palestinian people, who have no confidence that, under this adminis-
tration, their struggles and sacrifices will lead to an independent and
free state.” Even harsher are the words of Palestinian commentator
Bassem Tawil writing in the Gatestone Institute’s online publication on
December 28. “Listening, in both English and Arabic, to the latest
speeches of Palestinian Authority [PA] President Mahmoud Abbas and
his fellow Fatah Central Committee members,” Tawil writes, “we get
the uncomfortable feeling that the Palestinian State, now being pro-
moted in Europe, will not only be a threat to the stability of the entire
region, but to us who have to keep living here, as well to those coun-
tries in Europe who promote it.

“As Palestinians discuss among themselves – far from the diplomats
in their five-star hotels – rather than accept this “gift” that Europe
seems determined to push down our throats, many people increasing-
ly see no choice but to launch a “Palestinian Spring” revolution. It
would not be, as you might think, to rid them of Israel but finally to
rid us of our wretched leadership and corrupt system of government –
and to stop the European counties that are imposing this brutal system
on us by financing it.”

Tawil points out that the Palestinians “have been fortunate enough to
see from Israel how a democracy works. So although a Palestinian
Spring revolution might cause chaos in the region and elsewhere for a
while,” he writes, “its chances of success are far more assured than in
the other places in the Middle East, where it has been tried but has not
always succeeded.

“We do not want to do this, of course, but if we are forced by Europe
to have this corrupt dictatorship called Palestine, terrorist groups such
as Hamas, Al-Qaeda, Islamic Jihad, and ISIS will flood the West Bank
in less than a week,
and our lives will be
even worse than
what we have now.
We simply do not
know what else to do
to defend ourselves
from these
“Goodists” of
Europe.”

Tawil notes that the
Palestinian leader-
ship, which represses
people rather than
confers with them,
would, of course,
deny all this to the
European diplomats.
“The Palestinian
leaders just want to
keep the funds com-
ing and keep their
jobs,” he observes.
“And of course, the
European diplomats
do not talk to us, the
man on the street, the
frustrated rest of us.
They only talk to
each other, their
“counterparts,” as
they call them, in
their air-conditioned
meeting rooms and
hotels.

“In a weird way,”

he concludes, “the Israelis are just the other victims whom the
Europeans – in collusion with our leaders – are manipulating us to
hate. The Europeans pay our leaders to shape how we think. It is a
brainwashing that never lets up.

The Europeans put their own people on trial for “hate speech” when
they have said nothing but the truth; and yet they pour millions into
non-stop propaganda and bloodthirsty hate-speech on our govern-
ment-controlled TV.”

The last words go to Israeli Arab journalist Khaled Abu Toameh –
also in Gatestone on December 18. “The parliament members of
Sweden, Britain, France and Portugal who voted in favor of recogniz-
ing Palestinian statehood do not seem to care if the Palestinian state
would be another corrupt dictatorship where there is no room for the
rule of law, transparency or freedom of speech,” he writes.

“These Western parliamentarians are in fact acting against the inter-
ests of the Palestinians, who are clearly not hoping for another corrupt
dictatorship in the Arab world. By turning a blind eye to human rights
violations, as well as assaults on freedom of expression, the judiciary
and the parliamentary system in the Palestinian territories, Western
parliaments are paving the way for the creation of a rogue state called
Palestine.”

European Union continues to support Abbas, PA over Palestinian objections
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Shin Bet arrests Hamas cell in 
Hebron planning attacks on Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s Shin Bet security agency arrested 11
members of a Hamas cell in Hebron that was planning terrorist
attacks on Israel. 

The arrests, in a joint operation with the Israel Defense Forces,
took place last month, the Shin Bet announced Monday in a state-
ment. 

Under questioning, the suspects admitted that they had planned
attacks in Jerusalem and Hebron, including suicide bombings. One
on the Tel Rumeida settlement near Hebron in early December tar-
geted Israeli soldiers. 

The suspects turned over explosives and two weapons that they
planned to use in the attacks, according to the Shin Bet. 

“The cell’s activities show the real threat of Hamas in Hebron, in
particular from military operatives who had been detained in the
past and who had returned to the cycle of terror,” the Shin Bet said
in its statement. 

The Shin Bet has requested that the men be held until their trials
in military court. 
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delandes ad #1

BRIAN STEPHEN BARSKY
It is with sadness we

announce the passing of
Brian Stephen Barsky on
December 27, 2014, at
the age of 60.  Brian
fought a courageous bat-
tle with Multiple Sclero-
sis for over 22 years.

Brian will be lovingly
remembered by his wife
Laurie and his mother

Ruby. Brian was predeceased by his brother Wayne
(1994), and his father Arnold (2014).

Brian was born and raised in Prince Albert, Sas-
katchewan and attended Prince Albert Collegiate Insti-
tute.  Brian was always active in sports and had many
friends while growing up. Several of those friendships
lasted throughout his lifetime.  Brian enjoyed his
friends and his family, sharing a good story and a good
laugh.

Brian attended the University of Saskatoon before
heading west to follow his dreams.   Brian enjoyed
traveling and spent time in Australia and parts of Asia
before settling down in Calgary, where he met and
married Laurie in September, 1993.    Shortly after-
wards, the couple moved to Winnipeg to be closer to
family.  Family was very important to Brian.

The family would like to thank the nurses and doctors
in the ICU at both the Victoria Hospital  and Health
Science Centre for their compassionate care and their
kindness to the family.  As well, the family would like
to acknowledge the wonderful home care attendants
who played an integral role, over the years, in keeping
Brian at home with his family.  Donations in Brian’s
memory can be made to the Multiple Sclerosis Society
of Canada.

NAOMI COODIN
When Naomi Chana

Coodin (nee Cohen)
passed away on January
29, 2015, our community
lost an angelic voice, a
resilient spirit, and a beau-
tiful soul.

“Nomi” was prede-
ceased by her mother
Carole Cohen (nee Shell),
and is survived by her
beloved husband of 24
years, Sheppy Coodin;

sons, Yoni and Elly; father, Jerry Cohen (Susan);
sister, Shira (Stu Slayen); brother, Ari (Lisa Ryder
Cohen); mother-in-law, Kayla Coodin; brothers- and
sisters-in-law, Shalom and Terry Coodin, Dvora and
Marshall Braunstein, and Dov Coodin; and many aunts,
uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, and friends.

Nomi was born in Winnipeg on August 22, 1964. She
was raised in Garden City and enjoyed a playful and
happy childhood. Always dancing and singing, jump-
ing for joy, she was a bundle of energy. She relished
summers in Gimli from childhood right through to last
summer when she visited the family cottage for the last
time.

As a student, Nomi attended Talmud Torah and
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, and later graduated with
Bachelor’s degrees in education and music from the
University of Western Ontario in London.

One of the highlights of her education was her Grade
10 year spent on Kibbutz Kfar Blum in Israel. It was a
formative experience that helped shape Nomi’s loving
character, her inner-strength, and her independence.
And it was on Kfar Blum where she forged a remark-
able, enduring friendship with Judy Bornstein.

Nomi was passionate about education and about
music. As a gifted elementary school teacher she
treated her students with empathy and great respect.
She was sensitive to their individual needs and proud of
their progress. Her love of the violin was infectious,
and her singing voice was heavenly. She welcomed
Shabbat with song every week, and her singing at
Pesach seders elevated the holiday experience for all
who sat with her. Music was at the core of her being.

She shared her love of music with Yoni and Elly, but
shared much more than that, too. Nomi was a brilliant
parent. She was loving and creative, and succeeded
with Sheppy in raising two young men grounded in
good values. Nomi and Sheppy’s home has always
been a place of joy and play for all who visit –
especially on Shabbat, the day of rest.

The pace and serenity of Shabbat epitomized Nomi’s
approach to life. She was mindful and deliberate.
Whether she was doing a crossword puzzle, eating
breakfast, or having a conversation, she was focused
and calm. Never in a hurry.

Her illness didn’t change those characteristics. In
fact, her gentle, calm, focused energy undoubtedly
added quality to her life during her 14 years with
cancer.

Nomi was defiant and resilient, rarely letting the
disease stand in the way of her having fun with family
and friends. She remained engaged and active, going
for walks and playing tennis for as long as she could.

We will miss Nomi’s voice, her pace, her genuine
laugh, and her beautiful smile.

Funeral services were held February 1 at Chesed
Shel Emes, and officiated by Rabbi Ari Ellis and close
family friend, Albert Benarroch. Pallbearers were
Arnold Shell, Robert Hyman, Steven Hyman, Gary
Diamond, David Coodin, and Gilli Braunstein.

The family extends its deep and sincere gratitude to
the many doctors, nurses, health care aides, and other
hospital personnel who treated Nomi with great skill
and determination, with care and with dignity over so
many years. We stand in awe of their devotion, and are
forever grateful to the teams at CancerCare Manitoba
and at St-Boniface Hospital’s Palliative Care Unit.

We are profoundly grateful to the many friends who
provided support to Nomi in so many ways throughout
her illness.

Friends and family wishing to honour Nomi’s memory
are invited to contribute to the “Naomi Coodin Gray
Academy Music Fund” at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, phone 204-477-7525 (toll free 1-855-284-
1918) or donate online at www.jewishfoundation.org.

POLLY TENNENHOUSE
It is with great sadness that the family of Polly

Tennenhouse announces her sudden passing on Janu-
ary 16, 2015.

Mom was born in 1919 in the small town of Ponevezh,
Lithuania, which was renowned for its Yeshivot and
education of Torah Scholars. She was born into an
orthodox family who by the grace of G-d were asked by
relatives in Manitoba to move here prior to the Holo-
caust. Mom was always grateful for her good fortune as
all of the Jews in Ponevezh were murdered in 1941.

Once here, Mom and her family lived on a farm in
Stonewall. Eventually she met Dad who lived nearby
and they were married in 1937. They had a wonderful
marriage of 49 years and were each other’s confidants
and best friends until Dad passed away in 1987. To-
gether they raised their children in a home filled with
love, respect and yiddishkeit.

Mom was a traditional homemaker who ensured,
with Dad, that commitment to Judaism was paramount.
There was synagogue every Saturday, a kosher home,
the lighting of Shabbat candles and Jewish education
for us. Mom and Dad taught us about the importance of
family and the caring for others. These values provided
the foundation of our development. They were not
materialistic and did much for their community without
fanfare or glory. One example is their help and rescue
of family survivors of the Shoah who arrived in Winni-
peg. Mom and Dad’s home was always open for those
who needed a place to live or visit. Dad found them jobs
and provided them with hope. Mom and Dad helped so
many survivors and later Russian immigrants escape
the darkness of Europe and find the light at 411
Bannerman Ave. and 773 Airlies St.

Mom and Dad were always at each other’s side. We
were afraid for Mom after Dad died but she surprised us
with her inner strength. She had her friends and family
and enjoyed simple pleasures. With the help of many
she lived in her own home without any lingering illness
or pain until she quietly passed away by the kiss of G-d.

Mom was predeceased by her beloved husband, Lazer,
and brother, Sam. She will be missed, most of all, by her
children and spouses, Judy (Bill), Penny (Bill) and
Howard (Susan), five granddaughters, Tracy (Jeff),
Dana, Lauren, Ellie and Shira, two great grandsons,
Nathan and Jonah and numerous nieces and nephews.

Many thanks to pallbearers, Ed, Morley, Bill, Jesse,
Josh and Jonathan at the Chesed Shel Emes and later
Susan, Lauren, Ellie, Shira, Tracy and Morley at Etz
Chayim.

Special thanks to Mom’s doctor, Claire Jaeger, for
her excellent care and sensitivity. Words cannot ex-
press our gratitude to Mom’s caregivers, Bathsheba,
Grace and Marilyn who provided Mom with not only
wonderful physical care but love and respect.

May her memory be a blessing and may her soul be
bound up in the bond of life.

ROCHELLE PUTTER
Rochelle Putter, passed

away on February 5, 2015
in Winnipeg at the age of
93. She was born Rachel
Laya in Poland to Levi
and Fanny Sommer. She
arrived in Winnipeg with
her sister Norma as a very
young child. Her brother
Alex was born here. Ro-
chelle grew up in the
North End, attending
William Whyte School
and St. John’s Tech along
with Talmud Torah in the
evenings.

As a young woman,
Rachel moved to Montreal, changed her name to Ro-
chelle and met Joseph Putter. They married in 1942,
and had Sharon, Judith, David and Daniel, before
returning to Winnipeg and raising their children here.
Her homes on Enniskillen, Rupertsland and her Winni-
peg Beach cottage on Poplar were places where friends
gathered to eat her amazing cooking and have lots of
fun. Rochelle was also involved in the community
through Na’amat, the Combined Jewish Appeal, and
Rosh Pina Synagogue. As she became a Bubbe, she and
Joe moved to Wellington Crescent in Winnipeg and to
Second Avenue at Winnipeg Beach, with the food and
the fun following. Her eleven grandchildren, their
spouses and her twelve great grandchildren were her
greatest joy. Rochelle also traveled extensively, in-
cluding to China, down the Amazon, on an African
safari and, again and again, to Israel, which she loved.
She was a stubborn, generous and funny person, even
if she didn’t recognize those traits herself.

She was predeceased by her parents Fanny and Levi
Sommer, her husband Joseph, her daughter Sharon
Shinewald and her sister and brother-in-law Norma
and Joe Ticoll. She is survived by her children Judith,
David and Sharon and Daniel Putter, and her son-in-
law Ed Shinewald. She is also survived by her brother
and sister-in-law Alex and Elaine Sommer and Sophie
Shinewald with whom she had a wonderful friendship
for 49 years.

The family would like to thank Tina Chen, who is an
honourary member of the family. We would also like
to thank her care givers for all their devoted attention,
Jin Liang, Gilberta Viagedor, Lolita Giron and
Carmencita Viagedor.

Donations in Rochelle’s memory may be made to the
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre or to the The
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.
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In loving memory of

OSCAR BLANK
who passed away

February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In loving memory of

THELMA

CHAPNICK
who passed away

March 8, 2007
18 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
missed and ever loved by her
husband Morris, son Sid,
daughter Sharon, sister
Bernice, many grandchildren
and great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FRED DEVERE
who passed away
March 26, 2000

19 Days in Adar II
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABE EARN
who passed away
March 17, 1995

15 days in Adar II
— Lovingly remembered
by his wife, children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

FRED FUNK
who passed away

March 7, 2007
17 Days in Adar

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife
Agnes, his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM (Simon)

GREENFELD
who passed away
March 23, 1973

19 Days in Adar II, 5733
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RALPH

HAMOVICH
who passed away

February 24, 2008
18 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP KATZ
who passed away

March 6, 2014
5 days in Adar

remembered and missed by  his
wife Fay-Lynn, children
Matthew, Cara and Jonathan,
Mother Esther, Mother-in-law
Toby,  family and friends.

—Forever loved,

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK LAVITT
who passed away

March 5, 1991
19 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOLLY

MEDOFF-

KOPELOW
who passed away

March 4, 2013
22 days in Adar

—A woman of virtue &
compassion who touched all
with her love & generosity.
We will love  you always and
forever.

In Memoriam

GITEL and WILLIAM RAIZEN
who passed away

In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

— Sadly missed and always lovingly remembered by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

April 5, 1982
12 Days in Nissan

March 23, 1984
20 Days in Adar II

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNARD

MORLEY

ROSNER
who passed away

March 5, 2001
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
daughter, son-in-law and
Stephen.

DAVID

THOMPSON
who passed away

March 4, 1961
16 Days in Adar

CLARA

THOMPSON
who passed away

February 28, 1964
15 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

You are not forgotten, nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will miss and remember thee.

— Sadly missed by your grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH  4
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In loving memory of our dear
husband, father & zaide

ZEEV "VOLVI"

WEISZNER
who passed away

March 8, 1997
29 Days in Adar I, 5757

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered &
dearly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MARCH  11

In loving memory of

YORAM BARR
who passed away
March 22, 2009
26 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving wife
Sarah, his children Tamar,
Na’ama & Marshall, Merav
& Marshall and grand-
children Sami,  Maya,
Mikaela and Jack.
We love you.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away
March 16, 2012
22 days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved mother and

grandmother

TOBY RUTH

GALL (SEGAL)
who passed away

February 26, 1995
26 Days in Adar I

In our hearts every day.
Missing you more than words
can say.
— Lovingly remembered by
your sons, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren, nephews,
nieces and friends.

In Memoriam

On the 12th anniversary of
your passing we cherish

the memory of a wonderful
mother, mother-in-law

and baba

BESSIE

(SIDEMAN)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Day in Adar

Remembering you is easy, we
do it every day.
Missing you is the heartache
that never goes away.
You are always in our hearts.
– Love Sheldon, Adelle,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MICHAL MORRIS

HIRSCH
who passed away

February 28, 2003
26 Days in Adar I

Everlasting memories
Never forgotten

Forever in our hearts!
— Your loving wife Sabina,
son Len, daughters Shelley
and Monica, grandchildren
Nicole, David, Gavin and
Jared and son-in-law Michael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM

HOCHMAN
who passed away

March 2, 2008
25 Days in Adar I

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away
November 4, 2003

10 days in Cheshvan

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

SYLVIA  KNAZAN
who passed away
March 27, 2011

21 days in Adar II

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

– Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

MAURICE

POCKETT

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NORMA

POCKETT

March 10, 2013
28 days in Adar

who passed away

Your love, good deeds, kindness, friendship and laughter live on in
our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed.

March 28, 2008
21 days in Adar II

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GOLDYE

STERN
who passed away

March 3, 2000
27 days in Adar

Wonderful memories keep you
forever near.
— So cherished and sadly
missed by your daughter
Farron, son Mel, sister Rosalie
London, your dear grand-
children and great grand-
children, your devoted family,
and all your friends who were
so special to you.

In loving memory of

JACK WILDER
who passed away

March 5, 1978
26 Days in Adar II

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
37th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY

SHUCKETT
who passed away

February 25th, 2014
25 days in Adar

A year has passed, but you are
with us always in our thoughts
and hearts, sadly missed and
forever loved.
—Your wife Sally, Bruce and
Judy, Rhonda and Doug,
grandsons Brandon, Mitchell
and Joshua, Jacob and
Matthew, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE

MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
mother and Baba

MIRIAM

PFEFFER-

MACKLIS
who passed away

March 4, 2002
20 Days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
grandchildren and loving
daughters-in-law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dearly
beloved father and zaida

JACK STAR
who passed away
March 12, 1982

17 Days in Adar, 5742
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY WALSH

who passed away on
February 24, 2011

20 days in Adar, 5771
“To live in the hearts of those
we leave behind, is not to die!”
— Always remembered and
loved forever by his daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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In loving memory of our dad
and zaida,

MORRIS

BERENHAUT
who passed away

February 27, 2011
23 Days in Adar

Dad, we miss your warm smile,
your storytelling and most of
all your sense of humor.
Your spirit and determination
was an inspiration to everyone
you touched.
You will forever be
remembered in our thoughts
and in our hearts.
— Love,  your  children,
grand-children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK

GARDNER
who passed away
March 29, 1995

27 Days in Adar II
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our beloved

BESSIE

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
With all our love always
Rochelle and Harvey, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

February 28, 2008
22 Days in Adar I

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FREDA LEIBL
who passed away
March 26, 2006
26 Days in Adar

Thank you for the quality of life
you gave us in so many ways.
We love you and miss you still.
— Your family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JONAH

EPHRAIM

NEPON
who passed away

March 3, 2013
21st day of Adar

You wore your heart on your
sleeve not realizing how many
lives you touched. Every day
you suffered in silence, never
to complain.
You were taken from us far too
soon and the pain of losing you
will never do away.
Your memory will live forever.
— Forever loved and deeply
missed by mom, your sisters
Amber (Joe), Mara (Sal),
Rachel (Alex), Micah, Dana
and Meirav and your brothers
Adam (Dana) and Seth. Nieces
Hannah Cohen, Yael and
Simcha Pellettieri and
nephews Jordan and Asher
Cohen and Meir Pellettieri.
– Jonah, I’ll love you forever,
I’ll like you for always. As
long as I’m living my baby
you’ll be. Love mom.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ESTHER PIERCE
who passed away

February 27, 1976
26 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MOLLY PITCH
who passed away
March 23, 1998
25 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY SLUTCHUK
who passed away

February 24, 1984
22 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MANUEL

THOMPSON
who passed away
March 25, 2003

21 Days in Adar II
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROSE YAKIR
who passed away

February 23, 2003
21 Days in Adar I

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

For more information please call 694-3332.
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Linden Woods. 204-489-9048
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Registered piano teacher,
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M U S I C  L E S S O N S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
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Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
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CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Israel to buy
14 more

stealth fighter
jets from U.S.

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) – Israel
signed a contract
to purchase 14
more F-35 stealth
fighter jets from
the United States. 

The agreement
was signed over
the weekend for
the purchase of the
jets manufactured
by Lockheed
Martin Corp. The
planes will cost
about $3 billion,
Israel’s Defense
Ministry said. 

Israel’s Cabinet
approved the pur-
chase in
November. Israel
has an option to
purchase up to 17
more of the planes;
it purchased 19 of
the F-35s in 2010. 

Israel is sched-
uled to take deliv-
ery of the first two
F-35s at the end of
2016. All of the
planes should be
delivered by 2021. 



The Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi.
By Jacqueline Park
House of Anasi Press, Toronto,
Published 2014
491 pages
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

A few months ago I received an e-mail
from a publicist for Anasi Press (which is
owned by Harper Collins), asking me
whether I’d be interested in receiving a
copy of a new book titled The Legacy of
Grazi dei Rossi.

Since I never turn down an offer of a
free book, I gladly accepted, although I
knew nothing about this particular book.
In the original e-mail though, it was
explained that the  book was a sequel to
an earlier book titled The Secret Book of
Grazia dei Rossi. That book, the e-mail
went on to note, “was a huge hit commercially when it was published 18
years ago.”

(In fact, I later learned that The Secret Book of Grazia dei Rossi was the
very first title chosen by Indigo Books owner Heather Reisman as a
“Heather’s pick”.)

The e-mail also provided some more information about the author of The
Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi, Jacqueline Park: “Jackie came to writing novels
very late in life - born in Winnipeg in 1925 she became a local singing sen-
sation with her partner Monty Hall (the future host of Let’s Make a Deal),
at nineteen she was offered a job by John Grierson at the NFB. This began
her career in film, she worked for years writing scripts and after moving to
New York she was one of the founders of the dramatic writing program at
NYUs Tisch School for the Arts, where she is still professor emerita.

“She is currently living in Toronto, where she writes almost every day
with the help of an assistant. She has macular degeneration – but is deter-
mined to finish the third book in her series. She is full of wisdom and hope
about the third book, as well as about ageing in general. She is sharp, funny

(and in my opinion) the epitome of aging
gracefully.”

Upon further investigation, I found out
even more about Jacqueline Park. The
following is taken from a Globe and Mail
profile of her that appeared in November
of last year: ‘The only child of Russian-
Jewish parents, she was born Jacqueline
Rosen in 1925 in Winnipeg, a tough
town soon made tougher by the
Depression. When her father, a jeweller,
went broke, the family moved into the
city’s Royal Alexandra Hotel. “My father
had a deal with the hotel,” she recalls. “I
subsequently discovered that the deal

that my father had is that he was running a bookmaking establishment on
the second floor.” Yet Park reflects on those years almost wistfully, as if she
enjoyed a Manitoban version of Eloise in the Plaza Hotel. “It certainly was-
n’t a hardship on me. They let me run the elevators. I would go downstairs
and I would work the switchboard. It was a big playpen for me.” ’

Now, none of the foregoing really matters – except that it gives somewhat
of a better idea who Jacqueline Park is. Honestly, I don’t like to research an
author’s background prior to reading his or her book, but if a book really
intrigues me I often attempt to know a great deal more about the author fol-
lowing my reading of the book.

In the case of The Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi, the further I plunged into the
book, the more impressed I became with the research that accompanied
the writing of this book. Set for the most part in 16th Century Istanbul, not
only is The Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi a rollicking good yarn, it offers a fas-
cinating look at the Ottoman Empire at its peak, under the legendary
Suleiman the Magnificent. (As an aside, for me the name “Suleiman” is one
that I will always associate with the wall that surrounds the Old City of
Jerusalem, as years ago I learned that it was Suleiman who built that wall.)

The story in The Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi centres around a young boy,
Danilo del Medigo, whose Italian-born father Judah, has become physician
to Suleiman. Danilo is also the son of Grazia dei Rossi (I’m going to have
to read that book now!), but we learn fairly quickly that Danilo’s birth
father is not Judah, but a Christian knight. (That probably explains Danilo’s
blonde hair and blue eyes.)

Danilo is enrolled in the harem school where Suleiman’s own children
are students, including the vivacious Princess Saida.

Naturally, Saida and Danilo become devoted friends and, as they enter
into puberty, something more than mere friends. Yet, given the mores of the
period, expecting them to consummate their friendship would have been
far-fetched, and Park does a terrific job describing the frustration of ado-
lescent love that cannot be taken to its logical conclusion.

As the story unfolds, Danilo assumes a special place in the Sultan’s heart,
notwithstanding the fact he is a Jew. The tolerance and respect that
Suleiman exhibits towards both Danilo and Judah is admirable.
Considering this is a work of fiction, I am motivated to read more about
Suleiman to see whether he was quite the noble figure that Park makes him
out to be.

Somewhere toward the middle of the book the plot evolves from Danilo
and Saida’s friendship to Danilo’s role as a page and translator for Suleiman
as he accompanies the Sultan on a military expedition against the Persians.
This part of the book is full of fascinating details about daily life in the
Ottoman Empire, including what foods were popular, how armies
marched to war, and the relatively benign treatment the Ottomans doled
out to conquered nations – so long as those conquered nations behaved
themselves! Of course, if one did become troublesome, it was taken for
granted that heads would be lopped off.

Along the way we learn a great deal about the Kurds, for instance, and
their history, We also learn about the actual origins of the Ottomans. I did-
n’t know that they originally hailed from the Far East and were nomads
who realized there was more to be gained by ambushing caravans than
tending to their herds.

The story does conclude with Danilo embarking on a new journey – one
that apparently will form the basis of author Park’s next novel, which she
is now in the process of writing.

The Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi is both a thoroughly entertaining adventure
and a love story, set in a time and a place about which most of us have
probably heard very little. I might also suggest that it would be of particu-
lar interest to teenage readers, given the important subplot that the rela-
tionship between Danilo and Saida plays in the book. 

I have read one review of this book though that exhibited a somewhat
negative attitude toward the entire genre of “historical fiction”, casting
aspersions upon the liberties that writers allow themselves when it comes
to depicting historical events. But, if reading a terrific yarn such as The
Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi might lead one to do further investigation of a
period in history that would otherwise likely be ignored, then the book has
served a very useful purpose. I can’t say that I find Suleiman’s palace all
that alluring myself, but reading about the life of the harem women (and
what they did to make themselves attractive) – now that was an eye-open-
er!

The Legacy of Grazi dei Rossi a rip-roaring look at life in the 16th Century Ottoman Empire
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Books

Richard  
Tapper

Contact us

87-year-old author
JACQUELINE PARK 

Born Jacqueline Rosen in
Winnipeg, she became a
local singing sensation with
her partner, Monty Hall.



Daylight saving time
will arrive in a matter
of days, the snow and
ice will melt into
oblivion, and potholes
resembling giant
craters will surely
remind us that the
unpopular one percent
hike in our provincial

sales taxes can’t have been as wisely spent as
taxpayers had hoped. Worry not, hope springs
eternal (in the human breast).

Well, with major league baseball training
camps now into full swing in Florida and
Arizona, it might appear to many that not every
team, realistically, based upon last season’s
records, will be capable of contending serious-
ly for a trip to the World Series when the frost may well be adorning the
pumpkins once again. 

If you think that hope doesn’t spring eternal, allow me to remind, or tell
you, of one of the greatest of all time major league baseball turnarounds
ever. It took place during the early nineties and like all the others, the
Jewish boys of summer in 2015 will also be hoping for that rare miracle
for their teams. To wit: Observing the final standings of the 1991 MLB sea-
son, one might think that a World Series matchup between the Braves (94-
68) and the Twins (95-67) seemed hardly surprising. Flip back one year to
1990 however, and the Twins sat last in the AL West at 74-88, and the
Braves finished last in the NL West with a (65-97) record. The  World
Series that year was won in seven by the Twins. Go figure

Ten Jewish names dot the rosters of  NL and AL clubs ; all hoping that
they’ll be among the chosen few who won’t be sent packing down to the
minors at the A, AA, or AAA levels to hone their skills.

The Oakland A’s boast three players of the Jewish persuasion: ISAAC
(Ike) BENJAMIN DAVIS, who will turn 28 on March 22nd, hopes he’ll be
the regular first baseman and, oddly enough, he’ll be vying for the same
position with fellow A’s lantzman, NATE FREIMAN. Ike, born in Edina,
Minnesota, stands 6’4”, weights 215 lbs.,  and was a former first-round
2008 pick (18th overall) of the N.Y. Mets. He is well grounded in the game
since his dad, Ron Davis, who is Baptist, was a former major-league hurler
with the NY Yankees. Mom Millie Gollinger is Jewish; much of her fami-
ly was from Lithuania and died in Auschwitz.

Ike spent five years in the Mets’ chain before he was traded to the
Pittsburgh Pirates in 2014 where, in 131 games, Ike belted 18 doubles,
whacked 10 homers, drove in 46 runs, and had a .235 batting average,
along with a slugging percentage of .378. 

As for the aforementioned Freiman, 28, who attended Duke University,
his most outstanding feature is that he is the tallest position player in base-
ball history - tied with retired first sacker Tony Parker at 6’8”. Nate, who
also weighs in at 250 lbs., was drafted by the Padres in 2009. Prior to
being plucked off waivers by Oakland in 2013, he played 89 games with
the Red Sox and another 57 with the Cubs. In those 146 games he had
380 at bats, stroked 18 doubles, hit five triples and socked four homers to
go along with 34 RBI. His batting average was .245. Last season with the
A’s Nathan got into 36 games and had only 87 plate appearances and

sported a .218 BA, but showed some
power, banging out five doubles and
five taters.

The Athletics’ third member of the
Jewish trio is 33-year old outfielder
SAM FULD, who was born in Durham,
New Hampshire. The Stanford grad,
who bats and throws left-handed,
played for both the Minnesota Twins (53
games) and 60 more with the A’s in
2014 Fuld had a career-high 351 at
bats, hitting four homers , driving in 36
runs , is an agitator on the base path -
stealing 21 bases while being successful
in 84% of his attempts. Fuld, who is a
diabetic and has to inject himself during
games, is a 2004 Chicago Cubs’ draftee
who usually plays centre and left field
and has a strong arm. His combined BA
was .239. Sam’s dad is Jewish and his
mom Catholic; he was exposed to both
religions and considers himself Jewish.

A pair of Jewish Blue Jays will be
counted upon in 2015 if Toronto is

going to be playoff bound. KEVIN PILLAR, who can play all three outfield
positions, could earn a starting job so long as he can duplicate the hitting
prowess that he demonstrated in the minors and at Cal-State Dominguez
Hills. The now 26-year-old was the MVP in the Class (A) Midwest League
in 2012 and, at the aforementioned college. he set an NCAA record with
a 54-game hitting streak in 2010. In 2014, with the Buffalo Bisons of the
AAA International League, he ranked third with a .323 batting average
and led the league with 39 doubles. Last season, in a call up to the majors,
in 53 games and 116 at bats, Pillar hit .267, including nine doubles and
a pair of homers. His chances of sticking improved somewhat when, on
February 25th, off-season Seattle acquisition Michael Saunders, 28, was
injured just three days after training camp opened and could be out until
June or July. Pillar, by the way, has speed for a solid six-footer who weighs
in at 205 (He stole 21 bases in Buffalo.) and possesses a strong arm. He is
the son of a Jewish mother and was raised as a Jew. 

DANNY VALENCIA, 30, played 36 games at K.C. in 2014 before being
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First baseman, NATE
FREIMAN is the tallest
players in the majors
(Number seven in the
photo.)

Outfielder KEVIN
PILLAR of the Blue
Jays hoping to be
starting outfielder in
2015.
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The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Israel Pavilion-
Shalom Square will be participating in Winnipeg’s 

multi-cultural celebration Folklorama from Sunday, August 9 to
Saturday, August 15. Not only is this a wonderful celebration of
Israel but we have the opportunity to showcase the best of Israel
by highlighting Israel’s contributions to the world. 

The Israel Pavilion is inviting candidates to apply for the posi-
tions of Adult and Youth Ambassadors. We are looking for enthu-
siastic and energetic individuals who would enjoy sharing our
culture with other people. Not only do ambassadors spend the
week at Shalom Square welcoming visitors and guests, they also
represent the community and promote Israel at events during the
summer and at the other pavilions. 

Youth applicants must be between 14 and 17 years old as of
May 1, 2015 and Adult Ambassadors must be at least 18 years old
by May 1, 2015. 

Applications can be found on-line at www.radyjcc.com or at the
Rady JCC Membership Services Desk.

Application deadline is March 13, 2015. For more information
contact Rebecca Brask at rbrask@radyjcc.com

Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square
Invites Applicants for Youth & Adult

Ambassador Positions

Continued on page 24. See “Harvey Rosen”.
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Rady JCC Presents
Annual Community Seder on Saturday, April 4

The Rady JCC is pleased to invite everyone to attend the annual community
Passover Seder, which will be held on Saturday, April 4 at 6:00 p.m. at the Rady
JCC, 123 Doncaster St. This is a wonderful opportunity for the entire communi-
ty to come together to enjoy a haimshe and interactive Seder.

We are very fortunate to have as our Seder leaders, performers Shayla Fink and
Kinsey Posen. Shayla and Kinsey are well-known for their talent, bringing much
pleasure to Winnipeg audiences for many years. This special Seder experience
will be complete with traditional songs, participation of children and adults and
special treats for the young ones in attendance.

A delicious four-course meal will be served for everyone to enjoy. Family
tables can be arranged and vegetarian meals are available with advance
arrangements. Financial assistance for tickets is available and free transportation
is offered to seniors. Inquire when arranging for tickets. 

“The Rady JCC is pleased to present the Annual Community Passover Seder
where we gather to retell the story of Exodus and celebrate the message of free-
dom. All are welcome to attend this warm and joyous community program” said
Tamar Barr, Assistant Executive Director, Rady JCC.

Thank you to the following for their generous support of the Seder: Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, Jewish Child and Family Service, Congregation Etz
Chayim, Congregation Shaarey Zedek and the Daniel Tallman Family Fund at
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

To order tickets please contact the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510.

acquired by the Jays in
mid-season to replace
injured third sacker Brett
Lawrie. The former Twins’

draftee proved to be versatile when, in 50 games with
Toronto, he started and was moved about at times to the
degree that he appeared 66 times at the hot corner, 20 at
first base, and six times at second. The Miami-born 6’2”,
210 lb. University of Miami grad - in 264 trips to the plate
(combined) had 16 doubles, a triple, four homers and 30
RBI. He hit .280 at K.C and .240 at Toronto. Danny was
raised by his Jewish mother and non-Jewish Cuban father,
who reportedly converted. Their son was bar mitzvahed.

LHP CRAIG BRESLOW, and the Boston Red Sox finally
signed a one-year pact worth $2 million in early January.
He had been acquired from Arizona late in the 2012 sea-
son. The 34-year-old ten-year vet, who has also brought
relief for Oakland, Minnesota, and Cleveland, has pitched
in 120 games for Boston during the past two years, includ-
ing 60 in 2014, after beginning the campaign on the dis-
abled list. Craig ended last season with an unspectacular
5.97 ERA, 37 strikeouts and 28 walks. You have to be care-
ful, don’t you, when you practice your profession in
Fenway Park. ie. Be careful of the “Green Monster.” Mind
you, in 2013, the Yale grad posted an ERA of 1.81 and
recorded a victory in the playoffs on Boston’s march to a
World Series title. The son of Jewish parents also has the
distinction of being named by Sporting News as one of the
20 smartest athletes in sports in 2013.

Last year’s version of Milwaukee Brewers’ outfielder
RYAN BRAUN - who had been suspended without pay for
the final 65 games of the 2013 season due to violating
MLB’s drug policy, is best summed up by an opposing
scout’s observation in Sporting News: “He’ll never be
viewed the same after the PED mess; though he remains a
gifted hitter. But last year he vanished at times.” Needless to
say, his 2014 numbers bear that out. The son of an Israeli-
born father and Catholic mother, denied being involved
with performance-enhancing drugs. He perfected the art of
lying and had a very un-Braun like season. batting .266 in
135 games. while contributing 30 doubles, 6 triples 19
homers and 81 RBI. The 6’2” and 200 lb. Mission Hills, CA
born U of Miami grad will patrol RF this year instead of in
LF at a salary of $13 million. Perhaps a less stressful Braun
will lift his numbers and perform as well as he did when he
was elected five times in a row to the All Star team (2008-
12).

Right-handed Astros’ starting pitcher SCOTT FELDMAN,
32, is getting better with age. In 2014, the Hawaii-born
hurler registered a career-best ERA of 3.74 in 29 starts. The
Rangers draft pick had a 12-8 won-lost mark in 180.1
innings pitched, plus 107 strikeouts. The imposing 6’7”
and 230 lb. grad of College of San Mateo tied a ML record
for most road wins in a season with 12 in 2009. Feldman
induces a lot of ground balls and has a delivery that is hard
for right-handed batters to pick up.

Which team wouldn’t desire a second-sacker like the
Tigers’ IAN KINSLER? Last season the Tucson, Arizona four-
time All-Star is one of only 12 players to join the 30-30
club twice. i.e. to have at least 30 homers and 30 stolen
bases in a season. Last season Kinsler, in 684 at bats,
scored 100 runs and had 188 hits, which translated also
into 40 doubles, four triples, 17 homers, 92 RBI and a .275
average. The son of a Catholic mother and Bronx-born
Jewish father - while not overly religious, celebrates both
some Jewish and Christian holidays and does embrace
Judaism proudly. 

If you’re looking for a fresh new face, watch for the
Dodgers to feature a rookie outfielder who never attended
college: JOC RUSSELL PEDERSON. Despite only 26 at
bats in the September call-ups the 22-year old made his
mark at the AAA level. The Palo Alto California-born 2010
draftee, who played for Team Israel in the 2012 World
Baseball Classic qualifier, is an even six feet and 185 lbs.
Few, however, have duplicated his minor-league feats. To
wit: He played CF for the Albuquerque Isotopes of the
Pacific Coast League and was named Rookie of the Year, as
well as being named MVP. In addition Pederson became
the first PCL player to hit the magic 30-30 standard since
1934. He hit .303 to go along with 33 homers, 100 walks,
106 runs, and had an amazing on-base per centage of
.435. The young man is already pencilled in fifth in the
Dodgers’ batting order and will start in centre field for
2015. Nice !

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school
teacher, and covers football and hockey for Canadian Press
and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about
Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street,
Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Harvey Rosen
Continued from page 23.


