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Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University 
of the Negev to hold gala dinner featuring 

Hope & Howard Morry with guest speaker Alan Dershowitz

Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev (CABGU),
Manitoba chapter, is delighted to announce

a Gala Dinner honouring Hope and Howard Morry and featuring Guest
Speaker Professor Alan Dershowitz.

The event will take place at the RBC Convention Centre on Wednesday,
October 23, 2019. Co-chairs are Jeff Norton and Larry Vickar and the
Honorary Patrons are Gail Asper, Marjorie Blankstein and Phil Fontaine.
The evening will be hosted by Chuck La Flèche and moderated by Jack

London.
Howard and Hope Morry are a living example that two hearts are better

than one.

Hope has played a leadership role in fundraising in Winnipeg’s Jewish
community and has served on the boards of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, Hadassah-WIZO, the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew
University (Winnipeg Chapter), the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre and
the Manitoba Opera. She has
chaired some of the most suc- Continued on page 5. See “Gala”.
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March brings More Music ‘N’ Mavens to Rady JCC 
The month of March has a whole lot more Music ‘N’ Mavens to offer.

Producer Karla Berbrayer`s series continues to showcase fabulous
music presented by Manitoba’s finest musicians, and stimulates with top-
ical discussions led by dynamic speakers. 

On Thursday, March 7, Nadia Douglas has put together a beautiful
concert entitled Yesterday Once More: A Tribute to Karen Carpenter
and the Carpenters. Nadia leads the musical accolade on vocals, with
Rick Boughton on vocals and piano, Larry Bjornson on acoustic bass and
vocals, Dave Lawton on trumpet and vocals, and Rob Siwik on drums.
Get ready to hum along to We’ve Only Just Begun, Top of the World, and
other memorable songs. 

Tuesday March 12, Amy Karlinsky speaks about Landscape and
Identity: Beyond The Group of Seven. Amy is a writer, artist and cura-
tor, and has taught at universities in Manitoba, Saskatchewan and British
Columbia. 

On Thursday March 14, Allen Mills challenges with his topic
Reconciliation with Indigenous Peoples: What does this mean and how
much is possible? Allen is a recently retired professor of political science
at the University of Winnipeg, and has published articles on Canadian
socialism and Winnipeg radicalism.

Prairie Soul led by Gerry Atwell, takes the stage on Tuesday March
19 in A Tribute to Bill Withers. Featuring Withers’ well -known hits Lean
On Me, Ain’t No Sunshine, Just the Two of Us, mixed in with favorites
from Sly and the Family Stone, this group will have the halls rocking. 

Thursday March 21, Laura Olafson entertains with Belting it Out!
Laura can frequently be seen on local stages, including Royal Manitoba
Theatre Centre and Rainbow Stage, to name a few. She will wrap up the
Music ‘N’ Mavens 2019 season with a medley of music from Broadway
divas. 

Music ‘N’ Mavens offers transportation for a nominal fee, by advance
registration.  Call 204 477 7510 for more information. If you haven’t yet
visited Music ‘N’ Mavens, what are you waiting for? 

Former City Councillor Marty Morantz donates 
severance to Bruce Oake Foundation

After serving the ward of Charleswood-Tuxedo-Whyte Ridge for four
years, former City Councillor Marty Morantz announced his retirement to
pursue the nomination for the federal Conservatives in the riding of
Charleswood-St. James-Assiniboia-Headingley.

Morantz, who served as Chair of the Finance committee, voted to end
severance payments for outgoing Council members. Although this motion
was defeated 10-6, Morantz indicated last summer that he would donate
100 per cent of his severance to a charity.   

“Addiction is a growing epidemic in Winnipeg and there aren’t enough
resources in place to support people wanting to get sober.  I’ve been a
proud supporter of the Oake family and their commitment to building a
treatment facility in our city,” said Morantz.

MARTY MORANTZ with ANNE and SCOTT OAKE



If you’re reading this and you hadn’t been
aware that there was a huge storm of contro-
versy that developed quickly over the past 10

days within Winnipeg’s Jewish community,  also
within online Jewish communities whose mem-
bers weighed in throughout the world – let me
explain what happened.

As with so many other news stories these days,
this one began on the Internet. I first became aware that something was
happening when I checked my emails last Sunday morning, February 24.
One of the emails was from a friend. The subject line in the email was:
“This is circulating on FB” (Facebook). In the email was a link to the
Facebook page of Ron East.

Now I know Ron East and am well aware that when he sets his teeth to
launching a campaign where he takes aim at individuals or groups that he
claims are anti-Israel, his campaigns often have major impacts.

Such is the nature of social media these days that it doesn’t take long
before what might have begun as what some regard as nothing more than a
tempest in a teapot caught fire. In this case Ron’s target was someone who
was slated to appear both at Limmud and Shabbat Across Winnipeg (which,
this year, was to be held at the Shaarey Zedek on March 1, in conjunction
with Congregation Etz Chayim and Temple Shalom. By the way, as a side
note, I also became aware that the Adas Yeshurun Herzlia congregation was
holding its own version of  Shabbat Across Winnipeg, also on March 1 –
for Orthodox Jews. Apparently, unlike the event that was being held at the
Shaarey Zedek, the Herzlia event received no support from the Jewish
Federation. Hmm…I supposed that’s worth looking into as well, but will
have to wait until another issue.)

The individual who was being targeted by Ron East was someone by the
name of Lex Rofeberg.  In his Facebook post Ron accused Rofeberg of
being anti-Israel and pro-BDS. He referred to Rofeberg’s belonging to a
group known as “IfNotNow”. (Read more about IfNotNow in my article
on page 12.) As I note in that  more detailed story about the chronology of
events that followed Ron’s initial Facebook post, it didn’t take very long
for various organizations, including the Jewish Federation, Shaarey Zedek,
Etz Chayim, and Temple Shalom, to acquiesce to the demand that Rofeberg
be disinvited from appearing at Shabbat Across Winnipeg. The organizers
of Limmud, however, refused to disinvite Rofeberg from appearing at
Limmud.

Due to the rapid nature of events as they were unfolding over social
media, on February 26 I decided to post a story to our website (jewishpo-
standnews.ca), with a line at the end of the story saying that I would pro-
vide updates to the story, should there be something new to report. 

The story did receive considerable attention. I might also note that, even
though the story, as of writing this column, has had over 1700 views, the

only two comments I
received in response to
the story were quite
well thought out and
what I would consider
relatively restrained,
even though they repre-
sented diametrically
different viewpoints.

But, restraint is hard-
ly the word I would use
to describe what was
going on in the world
of social media. The
level of vituperative
comments being hurled
on Facebook was
indeed ugly, especially
those coming from
Rofeberg’s critics.

Yet, in my own
reporting on what was
happening I tried to
remain as studiously
dispassionate as I could
be. You can judge for
yourself whether that’s
a fair assessment if you
read my article on page
12. (I’ve made only a
few changes to its con-

tent from what appears on the website, changing  tenses of verbs and
streamlining it some.)

Several individuals asked me though why I wasn’t taking a stand one way
or another over what was going on. I replied that I would wait to do that in
my Short takes column. For the time being, I replied, I wanted to try to con-
fine my writing about what was going on to explaining the chronology of
events and how various organizations and individuals were responding to
Ron East’s initial demand that Rofeberg be disinvited from speaking at
both Shabbat Across Winnipeg and Limmud.

Many individuals with whom I spoke – or emailed, made similar points.
One of those points was: How could the organizers of Limmud not have
vetted Rofeberg before inviting him to speak here? (I myself posed that
same question to Limmud organizers but  was never given an answer to that
question. Instead what I was told that Rofeberg was clearly instructed not
to deviate from the subjects of the two talks he was slated to give, none of
which had anything to do with Rofeberg’s views about Israel.)

The battle lines were drawn, however, and Rofeberg had become the
unwitting lightning rod for charges that Limmud had veered into danger-
ous territory by allowing an anti-Israel speaker to present at Limmud.
Interestingly, both the Jewish Federation and the three synagogues that had
banded together to present Shabbat Across Winnipeg were relatively quick
to disassociate themselves from Rofeberg. 

Yet, the organizers of Limmud held firm, standing on the ground that
Limmud is all about encouraging dialogue (even though those same orga-
nizers took pains to explain that Rofeberg would not be speaking about
anything to do with Israel and had been warned not to deviate from the sub-
jects of his talks).

So, was this a classic case of freedom of speech being squelched by noisy
protesters – even though all the noise they were making thus far was on the
Internet? 

Certainly the notion that anyone who might be associated with a group
that is accused of lending support to terrorists (which is an accusation com-
monly leveled at IfNotNow, which you can readily discover if you do some
further reading about that group) should be barred from speaking at an
event such as Limmud is troubling.

I wonder, for instance,  who is to be the arbiter of what subjects can and
cannot be broached at Limmud which, after all, is meant to encourage dis-
cussion of a great many subjects? The notion that a well-organized cam-
paign on Facebook can quickly bring Jewish organizations to their heels, as
happened in this case, is disturbing.

In 2014, for instance, I attended a presentation at Limmud given by three
representatives of an organization known as New Israel Fund. That partic-
ular organization has also found itself subject to attacks from the right.
Here is a quote from Wikipedia about NIF: “The New Israel Fund is the
largest foreign donor to progressive causes in Israel. Its financial support
for Breaking the Silence, Adalah, B'Tselem, Yesh Din, and other groups
allegedly hostile to Zionist values has drawn criticism from many associat-
ed with Israel's political right.”

I wonder whether Ron East and others who have lent support to his
attacks on Lef Rofeberg would have savaged Limmud back in 2014 over
allowing a presentation by three spokespersons for NIF? 

Such is the nature of discourse over the Internet these days. Individuals
don’t have reasoned discussions; instead they hurl epithets at one another
and call for boycotts.

Yet, there is an overriding aspect to this story that I haven’t broached yet
and that is the subject of money, specifically money from well-heeled
donors. It’s no secret that some donors use the threat of withholding dona-
tions, or conversely, offering to make large donations, to exert influence
over the direction of Jewish organizations. That’s the way it always has
been and will undoubtedly always will be. (It’s also one of the reasons it’s
important to have an independent newspaper for the Jewish community.
There are certain individuals and organizations that refuse to support this
paper precisely because of the independent position I insist on taking.  I’m
sorry, I will be an unquestioning cheerleader for no one.)

So, when the Jewish Federation and the three synagogues quickly dis-
tanced themselves from Lex Rofeberg, you can see money talking – and
why not? If someone who is a donor is displeased with an organization and
wants to exert influence, that should be that individual’s prerogative.

At the same time though, I admire the organizers of Limmud for stand-
ing up for the principle of free speech. There may be a price to pay for that
in future Limmuds, however, as Limmud relies on donor support for its
existence. Also, you had better believe that next year the organizers of
Limmud are going to be scrupulously careful in vetting any speakers who
might be tainted with the specter of anti-Israel views.
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BERNIE BELLAN



cessful events in
Winnipeg history,
and has been hon-
oured by a number
of organizations,

including State of Israel Bonds, which rec-
ognized her with its Aliyah Award on Israel’s
50th anniversary.

Howard has also volunteered extensively
in Winnipeg and nationally. His many affili-
ations include: youngest President in the his-
tory of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
founding member of the Arab-Jewish
Dialogue, two-time Co-Chair of Combined
Jewish Appeal’s annual campaign, regional
President of the Canadian Friends of the
Hebrew University, State of Israel Bonds,
JNF, Hadassah-WIZO, the Jewish Heritage
Centre, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, UIA
Federations Canada and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. In 2011, he
was awarded The Max and Mollie Shore Award for his Jewish community
work.

Professionally, Howard is a respected lawyer who has been recognized
by his peers across Canada, with Martindale Hubbell’s “AV,” the highest
rating in both legal ability and ethical standards. With expertise in tax and
estate planning, he has held leadership positions in the field. Howard is
proud to have made a significant contribution to the advancement of abo-
riginal leadership in the Canadian business community, and served for 25
years on the national Board of Directors of the Canadian Council for
Aboriginal Business.

He has also been a prolific writer - after an early stint with his own col-
umn in the Winnipeg Tribune he has contributed to numerous tax and
financial journals across Canada. Howard was awarded the Queen
Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal in recognition of his volunteer leader-
ship and professional accomplishments.

In Hope and Howard’s own words, “We are truly thankful for being rec-
ognized by Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, one of Israel’s great insti-
tutions of higher learning, and for being associated with the legacy of one
of our heroes, David Ben-Gurion”.

Professor Alan M. Dershowitz is a Brooklyn native who has been called
“the nation’s most peripatetic civil liberties lawyer” and one of its “most
distinguished defenders of individual rights”, “the best-known criminal
lawyer in the world” and “the top lawyer of last resort”.  He has been
named America’s most “public Jewish Defender” - “the Jewish state’s lead
attorney in the court of public opinion”. He is the Felix Frankfurter
Professor of Law, Emeritus, at Harvard Law School, where he joined the
Harvard Law School faculty at age 25 - the youngest in the school’s histo-
ry - and became an Emeritus professor after 50 years of teaching and
10,000 students.

Dershowitz has been called
the “winningest” criminal lawyer in modern history and has argued hun-
dreds of appeals in courts throughout the nation. He has won the vast
majority of his homicide cases and has never lost a client to the death
penalty.  He continues to consult actively on both transnational and domes-
tic criminal and civil liberty cases, and continues to devote half of his prac-
tice to pro bono cases and causes.

He has also published more than 1,000 articles in magazines, newspa-
pers, journals and blogs and is the author of 35 fiction and non-fiction
works with a worldwide audience, including the New York Times #1 best-
seller Chutzpah and five other national bestsellers. In his latest books,
Trumped Up and The Case Against BDS, Dershowitz reinforces his long-
standing record of presenting the issues of the day with “trenchant legal
analysis” and “using the scalpel of scholarship”.

He has also been the recipient of numerous honorary doctor degrees and
academic awards including a Guggenheim Fellowship for his work on
human rights, a fellowship at The Center for the Advanced Study of
Behavioral Sciences and several Dean’s Awards for his books. In 1983, the
Anti-Defamation League of the B’nai B’rith presented him with the
William O. Douglas First Amendment Award for his “compassionate elo-
quent leadership and persistent advocacy in the struggle for civil and
human rights”.

Active in Winnipeg for more than forty years, CABGU fulfills its mis-
sion by raising funds and awareness for the University across Canada,
showcasing BGU’s academic excellence and cutting-edge research from
the desert for the world. Activities include educating individuals, founda-
tions and media about the University’s ground-breaking research through a
series of exciting, informative communications, educational programs and
events, featuring BGU’s world-renowned faculty. CABGU promotes the
pioneering spirit of Israel’s founders that continues to flourish in the vast
desert wilderness of the Negev. Visit CABGU at www.bengurion.ca.

For more on CABGU turn to page 18.
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HOWARD and HOPE MORRY ALAN DERSHOWITZ

Gala
(Continued from
page 1.)

Donald Trump and Benjamin Netanyahu can’t get enough of each other. Here’s why.
(JTA) —

The Trump-
Netanyahu
alliance that
both want
you to see
can be found

in campaign
posters in Israel: They feature the pres-
ident of the United States and the
prime minister of Israel in a warm
handshake. The slogan reads,
“Netanyahu, in a different league.”

But the two are courting compar-
isons that flatter neither: In the same
week that Donald Trump was described as a cheat, con man and racist by
his former fixer Michael Cohen, Netanyahu learned that Israel’s attorney
general intended to seek his indictment for bribery, fraud and breach of
trust.

The week of terrible, horrible, no good, very bad news appears to place
the two leaders in a league of their own. But the two are hardly running
away from each other.

Asked about the Netanyahu corruption charges at a news conference in
Hanoi, during his summit with North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, Trump
replied, “He’s tough, he’s smart, he’s strong.” Added Trump: “He is very

defensive. His military has been built up a lot.
They buy a lot of equipment from the United
States, and they pay for it.”

Netanyahu in turn seized on Trump’s gener-
ous assessment in his own angry, emotional
defense Thursday night, delivered live on prime
time television: “When I returned to Israel I
heard this morning the words of support for me
by U.S. President Donald Trump. He praised,
and I quote, my strong, intelligent and resolute
leadership of the State of Israel. I thank my
friend, President Trump, for his remarks.”

Added Netanyahu: “That unique relationship
with the leaders of the world powers isn’t a tri-
fling matter. It isn’t self-evident. I’ve been

building it for many years, and it has helped me ensure our security and our
future. It’s helped me safeguard our country.”

It should also be noted that he also spoke warmly of his “friend,” Russian
president Vladimir Putin, with whom he met earlier in the week.

Americans who disdain both Trump and Putin — and fret the relationship
between Trump and Putin — might find it odd that Netanyahu would call
the pair as character witnesses. But Netanyahu’s message was meant for an
Israeli audience, not a global one. Here’s how David Halbfinger of the New
York Times imagined the subtext of Netanyahu’s remarks: “The presidents
of the United States and Russia are my friends, and no one running against
me can say Continued on page 6. See “Trump & Netanyahu”.

By

ANDREW 
SILOW-CARROLL

Netanyayhu thanking Trump for supporting Israel last April
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Israel world leader in water management, conservation
By MYRON LOVE

Israel is a world leader it seems in almost every area of
human endeavour - be it medical research, cybersecurity,
computer technology, environmental protection or agricul-

tural innovation.  But where Israeli technology and knowhow is
in greatest demand worldwide is in water management and con-
servation.

Here in Winnipeg – in Canada – we are very fortunate to live
in a land blessed with abundant rainfall (and snowfall), mighty
rivers and multitudinous lakes.  Most other countries aren’t so
lucky.  From Iran- where 80% of the population is living with a
growing scarcity of water – to the southwestern United States
where the aquifers are rapidly dwindling, water supply is a very
serious matter.  For answers to their water problems, most
countries in the world are looking to Israel for solutions.

As author Seth Siegel reports  is his book, “Let there Be
Water: Israel’s Solution for a Water-Starved World”, Israeli
experts have in recent years been commissioned by the govern-
ments of India and China respectively to rebuild and operate the
water systems for two neighbourhoods:  in Delhi (India’s capi-
tal city), with a combined population of a million; and a
Chinese city of over one million (a “small city” by Chinese
standards, according to Siegel).

He points out that Israeli water experts are actively involved in providing
their services to benefit over 100 less developed countries around the
world.  One Israeli-based NGO, he reports, combines solar power and
Israeli technology to bring clean water and electric power to small, remote
villages throughout Africa. And “Innovation:Africa” (as the NGO is called)
also has the technology to remotely monitor the systems from the NGO’s
offices in Israel so that any problems that may occur with the drip irriga-
tion feed, the pump or solar panels can be detected and resolved quickly.

Siegel notes that California is also working with the Israeli government
and water experts to help solve that western state’s water problems.  He
quotes recently retired California Governor Jerry Brown as saying that
“Israel has demonstrated how efficient a country can be”.

And yes, Israel also helps train Palestinians and Jordanians in water engi-
neering and management  – over the objections of the Palestinian leader-
ship.  Israel also shares its abundant water resources with the Palestinians
and Jordanians and is involved in an ambitious project with Jordan and the
PA, which would bring desalinated water from the Red Sea into the Dead
Sea, and which would benefit all three peoples.

So how does Israel, a small country with limited water or other resources
in an arid region of the world become a source of expertise in, of all things,
water?  Well, necessity is certainly one factor.   The more complete answer,
as Siegel details, is a combination of vision, innovation and public educa-
tion.

The starting point, he writes, was the 1939
British White Paper which put a cap on the num-
ber of Jews to be allowed annually into Palestine
partially on the grounds that there wasn’t enough
water available in the land to support expanded
Jewish immigration.  The Zionist leadership also
recognized that having abundant water even in
times of drought was vital if their vision of a
Jewish homeland wad to be realized.  An engi-
neer by the name of Simcha Blass was the fellow
who proposed a three-pronged approach: tap-
ping existing aquifers under the Negev, transfer-
ring water from the Yarkon River system around
Tel Aviv to the south, and eventually transferring
water via a National Water System from the
water-abundant north of the country to the
water-deprived south.  All of those plans came to
fruition – although the latter two had to wait
until after independence.

It was also Blass who created the drip irriga-
tion system – this coming many years after he
noticed – some time in the 1930s – that one tree
in a row of trees was much taller than the others

and observed that a leaky pipe by that tree was dripping water into soil at
that spot. Drip irrigation has proven to be the most efficient use of water
worldwide for providing the water needed for healthy and productive
plants.

Innovation and constant improvement have been key to the development
of Israel’s water resources and conservation.  Israel pioneered using waste-
water and slightly salty water for crop irrigation.  Israeli researchers have
determined which vegetables require less water and grow best in arid cli-
mates and bred fruit and vegetable strains that perform better in such dry
conditions. 

And while Israel didn’t invent desalinization plants (which remove the
salt from salty water and make the water drinkable), Israeli innovation has
refined desalinization to the point where it is today.

Further, Israeli computer technology monitors water lines throughout the
country so that leaks are detected (even in private homes) almost immedi-
ately and repaired quickly.

Virtually all water used in Israel is recycled.  Nothing is wasted.
Most importantly, there are public reminders everywhere to reduce water

usage.  From a very young age – when their Palestinian counterparts are
being taught to hate Jews and Israelis – Israelis are taught the importance
of water conservation.

“Let There Be Water” was published in 2015.  I believe I bought this
book at the library book sale.  It is well worth a read... quite inspiring.    

that. It’s taken me years
to build those relation-
ships. Don’t throw them
away. I am keeping you

safe.”
Similarly, Trump has strong domestic interests

in holding Netanyahu close (besides his own
personal tendency to love anyone who loves him
back). Peeling pro-Israel voters and donors away
from the Democratic Party has become a loud
and early theme of the run-up to the 2020 elec-
tions among Republicans. The party’s efforts
range from parliamentary maneuvering to hold-
ing all Democrats responsible for the latest anti-
Israel outrages from House backbenchers like
Ilhan Omar and Rashida Tlaib.

Longtime Mideast hand Aaron David Miller
put it this way in Politico: “Netanyahu — a
charismatic native English speaker who is
revered on the American right for his fervent opposition to Barack Obama
and his nuclear deal with Iran — is all too willing to be a political asset for
Trump. And making the Republican Party the champion of Israel, particu-
larly given the divisions among the Democrats, is smart politics.”

Outside of pro-Israel politics and Jewish communal concerns, some saw
a silver lining in week in which the leaders of the United States and Israel
were both alleged to have subverted the rule of law. While Sen. Elizabeth
Warren (D-Mass.) was denouncing Netanyahu for delivering a “cut to the
heart of a functioning democracy,” others noted that Cohen’s House testi-
mony and Netanyahu’s pending indictment showed two healthy democra-

cies exercising their abilities to check their executive branches.
“[T]he fact that both countries have major problems doesn’t mean they’re

doomed,” Zack Beauchamp wrote in Vox. “The past week has shown that
in both the United States and Israel, key parts of the democratic systems are
functioning in exactly the way they’re supposed to — as antibodies target-

ing an anti-democratic infec-
tion. Whether this will be
enough in the long run is still
very much an open question.”

Netanyahu is due in
Washington later this month to
address the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee. It’s a
fraught time, and not just
because of Netanyahu’s legal
woes.

AIPAC implicitly denounced
the deal Netanyahu made to

pull an extremist right-wing party into his camp ahead of the April elec-
tions. He will no doubt meet with Trump while in Washington. AIPAC
faithful are happy to celebrate a president and prime minister who can’t
seem to get enough of each other. But most American Jews can’t abide
Trump, and aren’t exactly on board with Netanyahu.

And just as the most fervently pro-Israel voter is worried about a
Democratic drift away from Israel, even centrists worry about the future of
U.S.-Israel relations if support for Israel and support for Trump and his
party are seen as synonymous.

Trump & Netanyahu
(Continued from page 5.)

“Netanyahu — a charismatic native
English speaker who is revered on the
American right for his fervent opposition
to Barack Obama and his nuclear deal
with Iran — is all too willing to be a polit-
ical asset for Trump. And making the
Republican Party the champion of Israel,
particularly given the divisions among the
Democrats, is smart politics.”
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Jewish Federation & 
Jewish Foundation respond 

to column on Gray Academy
Dear Bernie,
Re: Short takes, January 9, 2019:

Gray Academy receives financial support from the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg for a specific need at the school. Our allocation directly funds the
bursary program, which assists families who cannot afford full tuition for
their children.

Gray Academy receives the highest allocation of any of our partner agen-
cies because it is our priority, first and foremost, to fund and support Jewish
education in our community.

The funding that Gray Academy receives is not dependent on enrollment,
or how many teachers or administrators are on staff – it goes directly to
subsidizing individual students.

If you are a community member who would like further information
about Gray Academy, Lori Binder, Head of School and CEO has an open
door policy and invites you for a visit. She can be reached at 204-477-7425. 

If you have any questions regarding how Gray Academy is funded by the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, you may reach Elaine Goldstine, CEO of
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg at 204-477-7427.
Laurel Malkin
President, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Hello Bernie,
Referring to your January 9 Short Takes column regarding the Gray

Academy’s sources of funding, I want to clarify your comments attributed
to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba (JFM). The Winnipeg Board of
Jewish Education (WBJE) receives annual distributions from the Jewish
Foundation through various distribution streams. First, it receives annual
distribution directly from their two organizational endowment funds: The
Gray Academy Debating & Public Speaking Fund and the Gray Academy
Educational Endowment Fund. Second, the WBJE receives designated
grants through donor-recommended (individual) funds. This source of dis-
tribution may fluctuate from year-to-year depending on individual respec-
tive donor recommendations. These distributions may have specific crite-
ria based on the donor’s direction (e.g. scholarships); some distributions
are left to the discretion of the WBJE. Finally, the WBJE may receive
undesignated grants for specific projects from JFM, provided the project is
congruent with JFM’s granting guidelines. These undesignated grants will
fluctuate from year-to-year, dependent on the compelling nature of the pro-
ject and the number of organizations applying for grants. During 2018, the
WBJE received in aggregate $254,342 in combined designated and undes-
ignated distribution/grants. Note the WBJE operates on a different fiscal
year than the JFM’s calendar year, therefore the timing of distribution
amounts reported in the WBJE’s Annual Report may vary from JFM
reporting of distributions in any given year. Finally, aggregate annual dis-
tribution from JFM to all its endowment funds is a market-based distribu-
tion and will vary annually in conjunction with the market environment. If
any of your readers would like further clarification, please contact the JFM
office at 204.477.7520 or toll-free from the US/Canada at 1.855.284.1918.

Thank you for letting us clarify this to your readers.
Dr. Eric Winograd
Board Chair, Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

Tuition levels at Gray Academy
Dear Mr Bellan,

For years I have been reading the Jewish Post & News.  I generally find
it informative and interesting.  However, I must take exception to a state-
ment you made in the Feb. 6th edition in your “Short takes” article.  

Why would you think tuition should be less in the elementary grades?
Why would elementary teachers be entitled to a lower salary.  Elementary
students require a lot more individual attention than high school students.
Therefore, the classes have to be much smaller raising the cost per student.
It is in early childhood that students learn to read with comprehension and
do basic and not such basic math.  If you can’t read or understand calcula-
tions no amount of chemistry or physics education will be of much benefit.
It is at the elementary level that those students that have serious and less
serious learning problems have to be identified and treatment begun. The
results can be  disastrous if this isn’t done till high school. Sometimes It
takes a very observant and trained teacher to try and identify the reasons
that some students are having so many problems. Are they just immature,

or unhappy or is there some type of learning weakness. Does a student need
a different approach or do you have to convince a parent to consult a spe-
cialist. Children’s attitude to school and learning is heavily influenced by
their elementary school experience.  Teachers, at this level, have to work
hard to make the experience not just enjoyable and challenging but not
overly frustrating.  Even more than high school teachers they have to try to
be sure that lessons complement all learning styles.  Is there an opportuni-
ty for a child to learn kinesthetically and  auditorily not just visually.    

Most elementary teachers are just as well educated as their junior high
and high school counterparts.  Different people are better suited to teach at
different levels but their contribution is just as valuable.  

A loyal reader,
Judy Rodkin

Bernie Bellan responds:
I generally don’t respond to letters directly, but readers might be some-

what uncertain as to what the three letters on this page are referring.
In my January 9 Short takes column I referred to funding for Gray

Academy in the 2017/18 school year.
I wrote that “Total revenues for the school came to $6,935,928 for the

2017-18 school year.”
I also wrote that “allocations from the Jewish Federation made up 16%”

of those revenues. The letter from Laurel Malkin clarifies where the
Federation funding was directed.

As far as what I wrote about Jewish Foundation funding for Gray
Academy, I noted that the Foundation “would be giving a substantial
amount more to Gray Academy this school year: over $360,000.” Eric
Winograd’s letter clarifies how grants from the Foundation are allocated to
Gray Academy.

My point in writing about Gray Academy’s revenue situation was  to note
that, while school enrollment has dropped appreciably over the past six
years (down 25%), funding has increased. My intention was never to delve
into a detailed examination of the sources of that funding; rather, it was to
show that Gray Academy has continued to be well funded despite its sig-
nificant drop in enrollment.

Insofar as Judy Rodkin’s letter about elementary school teachers is con-
cerned, I never suggested that elementary school teachers be paid lower
salaries than high school teachers. Rather, I suggested that “there are a
great many more resources required to educate a senior high student than
an elementary school student.”

The basis of my supposition was an article that appeared in a 2014 issue
of the Canadian Jewish News, written by my old friend Paul Lungen. In
that article, Paul took a look at tuition levels for Jewish day schools in var-
ious Canadian cities. Here, in part, is what he wrote: “A survey of Jewish
day schools in Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa, Winnipeg, Calgary, Edmonton
and Vancouver indicates that tuition fees for children attending kinder-
garten to Grade 8 range from a little more than $5,300 in Montreal to near-
ly $17,000 in Toronto. High school tuition at the Anne & Max Tanenbaum
Community Hebrew Academy of Toronto (TanenbaumCHAT) comes in at
$24,900 per year.”

Thus, in the one city where Paul was able to comparre tuition levels for
elementary and high school students within the Jewish school system, he
showed that there was a huge jump in tuition levels at the high school level.
I think it’s fair to deduce, therefore, that the costs of educating a student in
a Jewish high school are much higher than the costs of educating students
at the elementary level.

That is why I suggested that Gray Academy consider lowering its tuition
levels for elementary school students. It was not at all my intention to sug-
gest that elementary school teachers’ salaries be reduced nor that they don’t
perform very important roles.

The issue of Gray Academy finances was prompted by a lawsuit filed by
the Board of Jewish Education against the parents of three former Gray
Academy students, which was first reported in our Dec. 26 issue. Over the
years I have noted that, while Gray Academy’s enrollment has been declin-
ing, enrollment in the Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual program has been
increasing. It is possible that is entirely coincidental, but the more likely
explanation is that parents of elementary school-aged students have found
it increasingly difficult financially to afford to send their children to Gray
Academy.

There are no simple solutions to this problem but, as a suggestion, I pro-
posed that tuition levels for elementary school students at Gray Academy
be lowered. And - as I have written several times before, the area where I
believe cuts can be made is in administration at that school. 

Why, I have oft wondered, does a school with only 406 students need
seven different administrators? I’m still waiting for an answer on that one.

LETTERS



For more
than 40
years, pop-

ular Jewish Post
& News sports
c o l u m n i s t
Harvey Rosen
has been a fixture
at Winnipeg

sporting events.  Over the years, he has
rarely missed a CFL football game or pro-
fessional hockey game here.  He has been
in attendance for every major sports ban-
quet or local Hall of Fame induction. He
has been, in his own words, “where the
action is”.

But no more.
Rosen has been cutting back on his

sports coverage for a few years now.  For
years, a stringer covering the Bombers and
the Jets for Canadian Press, he stopped
going to the football games after the local
team moved to its new home near the
University of Manitoba and quit the hockey coverage a couple of years ago.
And, at the end of December, he wrote his last column for the JP&N.

“I thought that it was time,” he says.  “You can’t go on forever.”
Rosen’s career as a sports writer began serendipitously with The Jewish

Post (before the paper became The Jewish Post & News).  In 1976, the then
Post editor, Sid Bursten, got the idea of starting a sports column.

“My wife at the time, Judy, was a close friend of Brenda Barrie, Sid’s
wife,”  Rosen recalls.  “Judy suggested to Brenda that I write the column.”

Rosen was an ideal choice.  He was always enthusiastic about sports.
Growing up in the north end, he had played hockey and fastball as a kid.
As a junior high school teacher - a profession he pursued for 33 years- the
lifelong north ender coached softball and led his teams to numerous city
championships.

His column in the Post caught the eye of an editor at the Canadian Press,
which hired Harvey as its reporter in Winnipeg.  He started with the World
Hockey Association (for those readers old enough to remember those glory
days for our city and professional hockey) and continued through the com-
ing of the NHL to Winnipeg, the original Jets’ traumatic departure, the
Moose and the return of the Jets.

There were many hectic times and long evenings, Harvey recalls.  He
would often visit both dressing rooms for comments after a game, then
have to hurry home and type up the column the same evening.

“I became quite friendly with several of the professional athletes I cov-
ered,” he says.  “I have met many wonderful people.”

Both as a teacher and a sports writer, Harvey Rosen brought a positive
approach to his work and those he worked with. “In the classroom, I always
looked for reasons to compliment and encourage my students,” he notes.  “I
approached athletes the same way.  Authentic compliments help to boost
individuals’ confidence and morale I believe.”

But it was not only professional athletes that Rosen was able to hang out

with.  His columns also put the spotlight
on local Jewish amateur athletes – both
younger individuals and seniors – in a
wide variety of sports.  He notes that Y
Sports Dinner committee members, such
as Ernie Nairn and the late Ken Kronson
regularly sought his input when seeking
nominees for the Jewish Athlete of the
Year award.

And, for many readers, their favourite
Rosen columns were those in which he
highlighted the Jewish athletes in profes-
sional sports such as major league base-
ball, the NFL and the NHL.

How did he do it?  By scouring the
weekly and monthly football, baseball,
hockey, and other sports publications to
which he subscribed.

“Sometimes, you can tell by the name,”
he points out.  “But then you get a name
like Mike Camalleri  (Jewish mother).  If
I suspected that a player was Jewish, I

would contact the player to confirm it.”
Rosen is receiving some well-earned official recognition of his own

these days.  He reports that True North (the Jets parent company) invited
him to supper and a game in January and that he is going to be honoured at
the next Rady JCC Sports Dinner.

“I am going to miss the writing,” he says.
He might not be entirely finished though. He suggests that he may still

submit stories from time to time.

Ed. note: As a footnote to this column, I thought I’d pass along a note
received from Ernie Nairn about nominations for Jewish Athlete of the
Year:

The Rady Jewish Community Centre Sports Dinner Committee is now
accepting nominations for the Annual Jewish Athlete of the Year Award to
be presented at the 47th Annual Rady JCC Ken Kronson Sports Dinner,
Tuesday, June 18, 2019 at the RBC Convention Centre.

Athletes, their coaches or family members can nominate the individual.
Please provide a summary of the nominee's accomplishments over the

past 12 to 18 months, and at what level they competed at, either the high
school, university, provincial, national or international level.

Please include all contact information including a phone number.
Nominations can be dropped off or mailed to the attention of Sheldon

Appelle c/o "Jewish Athlete of the Year Nominations Committee, Rady
JCC Community
Centre, 123 Doncaster
Street, Winnipeg, MB
R3N 2B3

Nominations can
also be emailed to
Sheldon Appelle at
sappelle@radyjcc.com

Deadline: All nomi-
nations must be
received by Friday,
April 26, 2019.

8 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 6, 2019

Myron Love

Retirement beckons for popular long time Jewish Post & News sports columnist

A teacher from the  
prairies and a Russian-

Israeli soldier meet in the 
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

HARVEY ROSEN with hockey great TEEMU SELANNE



By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT
Jerusalem, February 14 

The glory days of the Jerusalem
International Rotary Club may be
over; young up-and-comers these

days are seldom able to take two hour
lunches.  There was a time, not only in
Israel but generally, when the heavy
meal was at noon. Dads came home for
them. In Israel the heat of the day was
avoided, snoozes taken, then back to the
shop around five. Nevertheless, for me,
Rotary Club in Jerusalem is an education
of sorts.  The regular attendees have
been persons of note in the city for many
decades.  My great pleasure is in meet-
ing them, and learning from them about
aspects of Jerusalem’s social history that
are not widely known.  News was sparse
and slow pre-internet; nowadays every
minuscule moment needs to be filled.

One interesting individual I’ve met is
architect Shlomo Khayat.  Shlomo was
born in Cairo, in 1932. He graduated in architecture from Cairo University,
went on to further studies at the Ecole de Beaux Arts in Paris, then the
Institute Superior d’Urbanisme.  For some years his career kept him in
Paris, working with leading architecture firms, until he decided to make
aliyah. His timing was good.  Jerusalem was in the process of bringing the
neighbourhoods that had been occupied by Jordan up to the cultural stan-
dards of the State of Israel.  As Shlomo was fluent in Arabic, Hebrew,
French, and English, and was acquainted and familiar with both Christian
and Muslim Arab cultures, he soon became Senior Member of the Special
Planning Team for East Jerusalem and the Old City.  During the late l960s,
he was in charge of the Old City.  Then, throughout the 1970s he was Head
of the Planning department in Civil Administration for Judea and Samaria.

Since he was a specialist in public buildings and town planning, the
development of the area released from Jordan occupation was under his
purview.  He did the planning for multiple towns, cities, and communities
in Judea, Samaria, the Jordan Valley, as well as the regional master plan for
the Gaza Strip.  His firm is still involved with planning and design in these
areas.  The scope of his projects has spanned every possible venue: com-
munity centres, schools, theatres, libraries, yeshivot, churches, convents,
mosques, office buildings, hotels, and sports centres.

When East and West Jerusalem were reunited in 1967, just a few years
after he became mayor, Teddy Kolleck was determined to develop com-
munity enrichment venues for the Arab population in the eastern section on
a par with those enjoyed by the rest of the city.  A large tract of land was
available in a prime central location, and it became the ideal choice for the
site of this flagship endeavour.  A plan evolved for a three part, four storey
complex, incorporating library, auditorium, foyer for art exhibits, adminis-
tration offices, and multi-purpose activity areas on the roof.  The assign-
ment began, for Shlomo Khayat, in 1973.  He recalls clearly the saga of that
project, which ended in the 1990s.

As is generally the case with civic budgets, cultural enhancements fall
outside the mandate for the use of civic funds.  Basic education facilities
are supported, but not enrichment opportunities to any great extent. Even
special schools depend largely on the private sector.  It was this limiting
factor that had motivated Teddy, in 1965, to create the donor base which
became the Jerusalem Foundation. Naturally, Teddy turned to this resource
to fund the envisioned project.  Plans were completed; everything was in
position to break ground, only to find that sufficient funds had not been
forthcoming.  Sad to say, at that early date, there was a discernible reticence
among philanthropists to provide funding for East Jerusalem cultural
enrichment endeavours.  For a while there was some hope (under the radar
of course) that Saudi Arabia would support the project in some way, but
since that would have signaled  recognition of Israeli sovereignty over all
of Jerusalem, it came to naught. (Shlomo had had experience with projects
funded by the Rockefeller Foundation in communities with which he’d
been involved, and he lamented the lack of a similarly motivating vision
among oil-rich Arab multi-billionaires.) Because he firmly believed this
venture to be a step towards normalizing the relationship between the
Jewish and Arab communities, Mayor Teddy set about trying to convince
his own friends to join him in its support.    In spite of his best efforts, the
all encompassing project was put on ‘hold’.  One element alone went ahead
- a kind of multi-purpose building with various meeting rooms. 

Time passed.  A decade later, in 1985, the German Publishers Association
awarded Teddy the Peace Prize of the German Book Trade.  He immedi-

ately contributed his winnings to this ini-
tial project that he had so counted on. By

adding a second floor to the solitary
building, a central library was provided
for the community, combining it with the
rest of the facility into an enrichment cen-
tre.  The Jerusalem Foundation managed
to provide a substantial collection of

books, which it continues to augment and maintain. The building itself has
become a model for library construction, and was the vanguard of several
libraries which have now been provided in Arab communities.

The next mayor, Ehud Olmert, insisted the Arab community have a the-
atre, and this component was completed where the third element of the
original concept would have been.  Unfortunately it is separate from the
library, not at all a part of the originally proposed concept.  There is open
space between the two buildings.  (As mentioned above, it was a large
piece of prime property.)  According to Khayat, the undeveloped centre
section is currently a parking lot.  How many generations have missed out?
So sad!  What could have been an exciting showpiece is decidedly hum-
drum.
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Report from Israel

The effort is there, the circumstances are not

Key Labour politician suspended for saying the
British party’s ‘too apologetic’ on anti-Semitism

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
(JTA) — A key ally of Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn has been suspend-

ed from the British party for sayings it is “too apologetic” over anti-
Semitism.

The remark by lawmaker Chris Williamson — the latest twist in a three-
year saga over the proliferation of anti-Semitic hate speech in Labour’s
ranks — highlights claims that the party’s leadership is split on whether to
address the problem.

“We have backed off too much, we have given too much ground, we have
been too apologetic,” Williamson said this month at a speech during a gath-
ering of Corbyn supporters, the Yorkshire Post reported Tuesday.

Four Labour lawmakers condemned Williamson’s comment, the BBC
reported. A Labour spokesperson said a probe has been initiated into
Williamson’s remark and that he would not be punished until it was con-
cluded. Hours later, amid internal scrutiny and in the media, party spokes-
people said that he was suspended.

The Board of Deputies of British Jews said the suspension was “the right
move, if long overdue.” But the Campaign Against Antisemitism watchdog
group said in sits statement “The suspension of Chris Williamson under
duress shows that the Labour Party no longer possesses moral initiative.”

Since his election in 2015 to head Labour, Corbyn has fought allegations
that his critical attitude toward Israel and alleged tolerance of anti-
Semitism have injected Jew hatred into the heart of the party.

In 2009, he called Hamas and Hezbollah his friends and said that Hamas
is working to achieve peace and justice. In 2013, he defended an anti-
Semitic mural. In 2014, he laid flowers on the graves of Palestinian terror-
ists who murdered Israeli athletes in Munich in 1972. The following year
he said British “Zionists” don’t understand British irony.

Williamson this month booked a room in parliament for a screening of a
film by activist Jackie Walker titled “Witch Hunt” about her suspension
from Labour over anti-Semitism.

Last week, nine lawmakers quit the party, criticizing the leadership’s
handling of anti-Semitism.

One of them, Luciana Berger, tweeted in response to Williamson’s
words, saying: “This is what I have left behind. It’s toxic.”

Architectural model of the planned East Jerusalem Cultural
Centre, which was first proposed by then-Jerusalem Mayor
Teddy Kollek in 1973, and which was desgined by architect
Shlomo Khayat, whom Simone met at a Rotary Club function
in Jerusalem.

The East Jerusalem Central Library -
the only component of Khayat’s pro-
posed development that was actually
built.
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Author questions “Tikkun Olam” as the basis for Judaism
To Heal the World?
How the Jewish Left Corrupts 
Judaism and Endangers Israel
Jonathan Neumann
All Points Books, New York, 
2018, 270 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

I
n 2019, almost anyone who identifies as
an affiliated Jew in North America, par-
ticularly if that affiliation is Conservative

or Reform, is familiar with the term Tikkun
Olam (healing the world). More than that,
many would identify Tikkun Olam as one of
the central pillars of their religion. A lot of
synagogues and temples have active pro-
grams of Tikkun Olam and teach it to the
next generation. So just what is Tikkun Olam
and where did it come from?

In his penetrating new book To Heal the World, Jonathan Neumann
probes deeply to explain Tikkun Olam and why it is a real threat to the sur-
vival of Judaism in the United States and Canada. He explains and criti-
cizes its recent origins, the attempts made to give it an historical past and
how it has pushed aside the long-standing practices which lie at the core of
the Jewish faith. This book is sure to displease many readers.

Neumann is a writer on Jewish affairs who has written for the neo-con-
servative Commentary magazine among other efforts. He appears to be a
conservative Republican in his political orientation and it is from a conser-
vative vantage point that he has written this book.

Neumann declares that Tikkun Olam today is a code word for liberal or
left-wing political social action. He concedes that the doing of good works
has always been important to Judaism and thus volunteering at a soup
kitchen or grocery shopping for the elderly is just fine. However, it is when
Tikkun Olam strays into campaigning for gay rights, for civil rights for
blacks, for women’s rights, for a particular immigration policy, for nuclear
disarmament or a host of other social issues; that it is then in the realm of
social justice, which has nothing to do with Judaism or living a Jewish life.

These activities may be admirable in themselves but to the extent that
they displace involvement in actual Jewish practices, they represent a
threat to the survival of diaspora Judaism.

Authentic Judaism is based on the
covenant between God and the Jewish peo-
ple. The covenant separates the Jews from
the other nations and teaches them God’s
commandments (mitzvot), which become
their responsibility to fulfil. The command-
ments lay out a Jew’s relationship to God
and to his fellow Jews. Fulfilment of the
commandments is best achieved in the land
of Israel, as many of them are tied directly to
Israel. A Jew’s obligations are to herself
first, to her family next, to the Jewish com-
munity after that and finally to her fellow
Jews everywhere. Involvement in the social
issues of a gentile society has almost noth-
ing to do with the core of Judaism.

Neumann contends that a Judaism that
places a premium on Tikkun Olam is a

Judaism that downplays Jewish religious life. He asks the question, ‘What
is particularly Jewish about social action? Why do you need to be Jewish
to be involved in these causes?’ And his answer is that there is nothing par-
ticularly Jewish about social action and the outcome of a Judaism based on
Tikkun Olam is more intermarriage and more assimilation.

This then is the main theme of To Heal the World. However, this is not to
say that most of the book deals with it. Indeed the greater part of the book
is a detailed discussion of the arguments that are made by its proponents in
support of locating Tikkun Olam squarely within the framework of Jewish
history.

Neumann deals with arguments that Tikkun Olam derives from the
Garden of Eden, from the patriarch Abraham, from Joseph in Egypt, from
the Exodus, and/or from the words of the Prophets. In each case he refutes
the argument, showing how it is highly selective and misleading. These
chapters are worth reading, but they are highly personal as Neumann takes
on individual representatives of the Tikkun Olam camp and attacks their
arguments fiercely.

To Heal the World is an important book. It will open some people’s eyes
to question what has become an unchallenged pillar of American Judaism.
This is a good thing. Anyone who takes Judaism seriously should take time
to read it.

(To Heal the World is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

JONATHAN NEUMANN

These 7 Jewish comedians prove moms are really, really funny
By ARIELLE KAPLAN

This article originally appeared on Kveller.

When screenwriter Amy Sherman-Palladino gifted the world with
“The Marvelous Mrs. Maisel,” we here at Kveller went wild. At
last there was a show (a major hit, no less!) that seemed to be

aimed directly at American Jews — specifically speaking, Jewish mothers.
Although the titular character Midge Maisel has been criticized for being

an absentee parent to her two young children, she is equally praised for her
spitfire standup comedy. Jews and humor notoriously go together like
cream cheese and bagels, but another unwavering and less flattering stereo-
type is that women — even Jewish women — aren’t funny. The mar-
velousness of Mrs. Maisel is that her comedic genius busts that sexist trope
and gives Jewish mothers pursuing stand-up the representation and valida-
tion they deserve.

The thing is, Mrs. Maisel isn’t real. She’s a perfectly curated character
with seemingly zero flaws that no Jewish mother — or any woman —
should compare herself to. Luckily, there are real life Jewish stand-up
“momedians” who prove that women can be funny and exemplary parents.
Obviously, we rounded them up for you.

1. Chelsea Peretti
“Brooklyn Nine-Nine” star Chelsea Peretti has

been a member of the the momedian club for just
two years, but her comedy career started long
before that. Married to fellow comedian Jordan
Peele, we loved when the 40-year-old mom
pumped breast milk for her son Beaumont Gino at
the Oscars last year. Peretti is notorious for joking
about inheriting both her Jewish and Italian par-
ents’ noses, Jewish men and incest, and overall
her incredibly dry humor. Though she hasn’t per-
formed live in quite some time, the former “Saturday Night Live” writer’s
hourlong special, “One of the Greats,” is currently streaming on Netflix. If
you’re not too sore from laughing when you’re done watching it, give
Peretti a follow on Twitter. In 2014, Paste Magazine included her in their
roundup of the best Twitter accounts — and we couldn’t agree more.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0VecPOUcAJw

2. Robin Fox
For 17 years, Robin Fox was a certified New

Jersey housewife. That all changed when she
picked up a mic and never put it down. For the
past decade, Fox has given crowds throughout the
tristate area the content they came for: suburban
Jewish mom jokes. Her sets include stories about
her 27-year marriage, raising children and life as a
stay-at home mom. Having performed at popular
venues like Gotham Comedy Club, Broadway
Comedy Club and Caroline’s, when you see Fox
on the stage, you know you’re in for a treat.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B8pVhWvJq_U

3. Judy Gold
Judy Gold is a household name — that is, unless

you’ve been living under a rock for a while. While
raising her now young adult sons, the lesbian
Jewish comedian worked her tuchus off and
snagged not one but two Emmys for her work as a
writer and producer on “The Rosie O’Donnell
Show.” Gold has championed nearly every medi-
um: She hosts the “Kill Me Now” podcast, starred
in two one-woman shows and appeared on numer-
ous TV shows. Her latest album, “Kill Me Now,” came out last year, and
she’s also a hilarious guest on Kveller’s very own podcast, “Call Your
Mother.” Listen to it here!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4hQJBJKrKJg

4. Natasha Leggero
Subjectively speaking, Natasha Leggero is the

funniest Jewish momedian on Instagram. Who
else would share a photo of themselves dripping
in gold jewelry while breastfeeding their daugh-
ter? Glamorous, hilarious and gorgeous, the
“Another Period” star’s shock-comedy hasn’t
changed much

Chelsea Peretti

Robin Fox

Judy Gold

Natasha LeggeroContinued on opposite page.
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Death March Escape
The Story of a Man Who Twice 
Escaped Nazi Death Marches
By Jack J. Hersch
Frontline Books;  2019
276 pages

Reviewed by MEAGAN FOY
Reprinted with permission from Booktrib

“D
ragging himself weakly, he made it to the
side of the road. To go to the side of the
road meant death. It was a firm rule of the

‘transports.’ He sat down on a boulder, took off his
wooden shoes, and waited to die. An SS trooper guard-
ing the march spotted him sitting, and walked towards
him, his pistol ready.”

“‘We looked right at each other. I looked right into his
eyes. Then he looked at my shoes on the ground, then
back to me, and I don’t know what happened. He kept
walking! He walked right past me!’”

That’s one of the incredible anecdotes from a book
overflowing with them. Given the story, you’d expect
nothing less.

Death March Escape (Frontline Books) by Jack J. Hersch is the true,
unimaginable story of his father, David Arieh Hersch, who twice escaped
death marches during the Nazi Holocaust. It’s the story of David’s count-
less ailments, emotional torture, other unexplainable horrors and remark-
able escapes from the concentration camps.

But it also is the tale of how Jack, having long heard his father’s story of
survival and escape, came upon a photograph of his father on the
Mauthausen Concentration Camp Memorial’s website – launching him into
an all-consuming mission to learn the secrets his father never told him.

The infamous death marches occurred when the Third Reich was nearing
defeat. As Allied forces made their way toward the camps, Nazi soldiers
marched hundreds of thousands of prisoners to camps further away.
Basically, these were forced evacuations that caused prisoners to walk hun-
dreds of miles. Many died from exhaustion (or other ailments) while walk-
ing or if they sat down to rest they were shot.

It was David’s transport in 1945 to KZ Gunskirchen, near an Austrian
town, that provided the circumstances of his first escape. As Jack further
writes of the anecdote above, “The storm trooper had holstered his pistol
and was walking on. My father was absolutely incredulous. It was sup-
posed to be over for him. He was supposed to be dead. There were never
any exceptions to the ironclad rule of the march.”

“The shock of not being dead gave him a jolt that sprang him back onto
his feet…..With his renewed energy, he pushed himself to move again.”

To begin this epic tale, Jack explains his own beginning. On a warm Los

Angeles morning in 2007, Jack’s cousin called from
Israel. She had seen a photograph of David on the
Mauthausen website. Thus began Jack’s exploration
into the depth of David’s stay at the camps.

Chronologically following his personal trip to
Austria to see the camps and also telling his father’s
story as it was relayed to him, two perspectives are
shared on one family’s dark past. Jack’s learning
process on many events that were shielded from him
provides a powerful theme of self-discovery. For fur-
ther clarity, Jack aids readers in their historical under-
standing by giving brief synopses to know the loca-
tion of the army that eventually liberates David and
its progress toward David.

At the outset of a second death march, just several
days after the first, Jack captures his father’s matter-
of-fact tone to describe the dilemma when sitting
down with some other prisoners. The SS troopers
advised that the group could continue on the march,
go back to the camp, or be shot. “My father said this
as if he was on a game show and had been given a

choice of three doors to select – just pick one. It amazed me how calmly he
ticked off these live-or-die options.”

Jack’s story gives sharp focus to the horrific conditions of the concentra-
tion camps. The anecdotes detail the extremes to which prisoners went to
survive.

At one point, David overhears other prisoners as they swap real food for
smooth pebbles. The pebbles were preferable because they could make a
person feel fuller for longer. It seemed like solid logic for a while, until the
prisoners discovered that the pebbles also blocked the intestines and caused
some of them to die gruesome deaths. David was lucky enough to pass the
pebbles and to never attempt the trick again.

While in the camp infirmary, David learned how to successfully steal
deceased prisoners’ food without the knowledge of the guards. Cunningly,
he would pretend someone who died overnight was still awake by speak-
ing to them so the guard would hand out the breakfast that David could then
eat.

Another survival technique was searching a prisoner’s death bed for hid-
den stores of food before the body was removed.

Death March Escape is a story of one man’s remarkable plight, offering
a unique inside, outside and historic look at the Nazi Holocaust.

Jack J. Hersch is an expert in the field of troubled and distressed com-
panies. He is a strategic advisor to corporate management and investment
institutions, has served as a corporate board member, and has guest lec-
tured at the business schools of M.I.T., U.S.C., and U.C. Berkeley, among
others. This is his first work of non-fiction.

since she welcomed her daughter
last year with her husband (and
fellow Jewish comedian) Moshe
Kasher. The Italian comedian
converted to Judaism before

marrying her Orthodox-raised husband, and though she hasn’t performed
stand-up since giving birth, Leggero and Kasher recently released their
hour special “The Honeymoon Special” on Netflix.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cMJyzEI6zms

5. Talia Reese
By day, Talia Reese serves lunch in her daugh-

ters’ school with other yeshiva moms. By night?
The Orthodox momedian performs stand-up with
“a bunch of foul-mouthed comics.” The New
York lawyer, married to another Jewish lawyer,
manages to juggle a world of raunchy humor
while maintaining a religious lifestyle. “He
wouldn’t be upset if he caught me in bed with
another man,” Reese has joked about her husband.
“Unless we were eating a ham sandwich.” Catch her spitting witty Jewish
jokes at your local synagogue, Stand Up NY, Comic Strip Live or the
Greenwich Village Comedy Club  — you won’t regret it.

https://vimeo.com/189843778

6. Jamie Aderski
South Jersey native and New York City-based comedian Jamie Aderski

loves to talk about how unprepared she was for kids. Currently expecting

her second child, Aderski’s one-woman show
“Cry Baby: My (Reluctant) Journey Into
Motherhood” was featured in The New York
Times and had three sold-out extended runs at The
People’s Improv Theater. If you missed that per-
formance, never fear! Aderski’s latest stand-up
show, “Celibate and Pregnant,” is running until
April. When she’s not fending off disses from her
mother-in-law, Aderski enjoys white wine and raw
oysters.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iO73JEeqMMU

7. Amy Schumer
OK, so she’s not a mom yet, but the Long Island-
bred Amy Schumer is very nearly in the momedi-
an club. Infamous for her sex jokes, Schumer’s
second upcoming Netflix special “Growing”
promises to stay on brand, but you can expect
knee-slapping takes on the joys of womanhood,
marriage and pregnancy. The “I Feel Pretty” star
has been scrutinized for her explicit content but,
an exemplary feminist, she stands tall in the face
of trolls. While you wait for her special to come
out, binge her newish podcast “3 Girls One Keith” on Spotify, and read her
autobiographical book “The Girl with the Lower Back Tattoo,” which
helped her land a spot as the first woman on Forbes’  highest-paid comedi-
an list
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXdF8PgD3Cc

One man’s escape from not just one, but two Nazi death marches

Comedians
(Continued from opposite page.)

Talia Reese

Jamie Aderski

Amy Schumer
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Senior adviser to U.S.
President Donald Trump
Jared Kushner is on

fundraising tour this week,
but it’s not to raise money for
his father-in-law’s re-election
or to bolster his family’s real
estate empire. He’s visiting

the Middle East with a special emphasis on wealthy
Arab states, where he is soliciting investment that he
hopes will be the seed money for a new era of peace. 

Kushner has spent the better part of the last two years
putting together a plan that will attempt to broker peace
between Israel and the Palestinians. Few people give the
scheme—whose details remain secret and which will
probably be made public after Israel’s April elections—a
chance of success.

The Palestinian Authority has made it clear that it won’t negotiate and has
refused to even speak with the Americans since Trump moved the U.S.
embassy to Jerusalem last May. There’s no reason to expect that P.A. leader
Mahmoud Abbas is capable of saying yes to any deal, let alone one pro-
posed by this administration.

The administration’s assumption that Arab nations have the power to
either persuade or bribe the Palestinians into giving up their century-old
war on Zionism is equally mistaken. The Palestinians continue to view
peace as a zero sum game in which any recognition of the legitimacy of a
Jewish state, no matter where its borders may be drawn, is a defeat for their
cause. If the Palestinians wanted to settle for a two-state solution, then they
would have already accepted one of the previous Israeli offers.

But by embracing the notion of investment in the territories, as well as
for Jordan and Egypt, Kushner is showing that he’s not completely clue-
less. While it would be foolish to expect that this by itself would lead to

peace, he’s right to think that an effort to pro-
mote economic development is a prerequisite
for hope for a future solution on any terms.
That’s a point that Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu has also made in the
past.

Since the signing of the Oslo Accords in
1993, Palestinians in the West Bank have suf-
fered under the rule of the P.A. and its Fatah
leadership. The same is true in the even more
poverty-stricken Gaza Strip that has been
ruled by the Islamists of Hamas since 2007.
Both are deeply corrupt, operating primarily
to enrich and protect their power. Far from
encouraging economic development, both
governments actively discourage any effort
or enterprise that is not controlled by them.

The failure of former P.A. Prime Minister Salam Fayyad, an American-
educated technocrat with no ties to terror, illustrated just how difficult it is
to encourage good government in a political culture where terror is still
lauded.

That leaves their people trapped in an environment where anti-Israel and
anti-Semitic propaganda aimed at perpetuating the conflict dominates the
media and education systems. It also largely eliminates the process of busi-
ness and wealth creation that would normally act as a break on the impulse
to sacrifice their community’s well-being for the sake of a useless war on
Israel’s existence.

That’s why it makes sense for Kushner to seek to get the Gulf States and
other Arab countries to put their money where their mouths are with respect
to promoting peace. If a massive surge of investment were injected into the
Palestinian areas, it couldn’t help but promote a more realistic attitude
towards Israel and create opportunities that will make them less interested
in continuing the fight. That investment would also help prop up Jordan
and Egypt’s tottering economies and work to keep those two nations in the

peace camp.
But the problem with Kushner’s tour is that rather than seek-

ing to create an environment in which peace might be made
more likely, the effort to promote investment in the Palestinian
economy is linked to the final-status negotiations, which have
no chance of success.

In a rare public hint from Kushner about the goals of his plan,
he told Sky News Arabia that “the goal of resolving these bor-
ders is really to eliminate the borders. If you can eliminate bor-
ders and have peace and less fear of terror, you could have freer
flow of goods, freer flow of people and that would create a lot
more opportunities.”

While the free flow of goods and people sounds like a vision
of peace, there’s no reason to believe the Palestinians will give
up their long war merely for the sake of prosperity. To the con-
trary, as the P.A. and Hamas have both made clear, any peace
plan that is predicated on the Palestinians giving up their exis-
tential war against Israel for a better economy is going to be
dead on arrival.

While Marxist theory may hold that people primarily act in
their economic interests, the Palestinians have disproved that
thesis time and again. Peace has always been in their interests,
but that hasn’t stopped them from continuing violence and
resistance. And as much as many Arab nations want to shelve
the conflict against Israel, which they now recognize is as
counter-productive for their interests as it is futile, their rulers
know that their people won’t accept formal peace with Israel on
these or perhaps any terms in the foreseeable future.

What Kushner has done is a classic case of putting the cart
before the horse. Instead of tying a peace deal to investment,
economic development is what will make peace theoretically
possible, rather than merely a reward or a bribe to those whom
you want to sign on the dotted line. The process of transform-
ing the territories is not something that can be added on as a
sweetener to a deal the Palestinians are not ready to make.

While we wish Kushner luck in raising money for this invest-
ment, it’s also a reminder that his efforts are doomed to failure
as long as he is attempting to pretend that the Palestinians are
more interested in prosperity than they are in waging war on
Israel.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News
Syndicate. Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

Analysis

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Can Middle East peace be bought?
Jared Kushner’s effort to promote investment in the Palestinian economy is a great idea. 

But don’t confuse it with a solution to end the conflict with Israel.

JARED KUSHNER
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How a merger of Israeli centrists may give
Benjamin Netanyahu the run of his life

By MARCY OSTER
J E R U S A L E M

(JTA) — Benny Gantz
took Israel’s political
world by storm just
weeks ago when he
announced the forma-
tion of his own Israel
Resilience Party. The
former general’s party
was polling in the high
teens, just as Yair
Lapid’s Yesh Atid did when his party stormed onto the scene ahead of the
2013 elections.

But neither center-left leader appeared to pose a serious threat to
Benjamin Netanyahu, whose right-wing coalition appeared unbeatable.

But in the early hours of
Thursday morning, February 21,
Gantz and Lapid dropped a
bombshell, and agreed that they
would be stronger together than
they would be individually.
Putting aside rivalries and differ-
ences, they announced a new
Israeli party along with Moshe
“Bogie” Yaalon, like Gantz a
former chief of staff of the
Israel Defense Forces.

Yaalon’s Telem Party com-
bined with Gantz’s late last
month. And to sweeten the pot, another former head of the IDF, Gabi
Ashkenazi, announced that he, too, would join the new joint list.

What is the merged party called?
The new party said it would call itself Blue and White, a nod to Israel’s

national colors and to the Gantz campaign theme that “Israel comes before
everything else.”

How will the merger work?
According to the announcement, should the party win, the position of

prime minister would be rotated. Gantz would serve for the first 2 1/2
years, and then Lapid would take over. Other reports said that while Gantz
was prime minister, Lapid would serve as foreign minister and Yaalon as
defense minister.

Who else is in the party?
The list is top-heavy with former generals and light on women. Gantz,

Lapid, Yaalon and Ashkenazi are the top four, followed by Labor
Federation leader Avi Nissenkorn. The first women, Miki Haimovich and
Orna Barbivai, appear in the seventh and 10th spots, respectively. There are
eight women in the top 30 spots. (Israelis vote for a party, not an individ-
ual, and parties are awarded seats in the Knesset according to their per-
centage of the vote tally. It’s up to the party who gets the spots available.)

What do they stand for?
“The new ruling party will bring forth a cadre of security and social lead-

ers to ensure Israel’s security and to reconnect its people and heal the
divide within Israeli society,” the leaders said in a joint statement. That’s
about as close as they got to outlining a platform.

Lapid and Gantz prefer to describe themselves as “neither right nor left.”
Gantz has spoken about eventual “disengagement” in the West Bank but
insists that education, national infrastructure and security are his top prior-
ities. Yaalon believes that the idea of perpetual Israeli control over the
Palestinians is an illusion, but that the Palestinian leadership is not ready to
divide the land and there is enough room in the West Bank to settle 1 mil-
lion or 2 million more settlers. Lapid rose to prominence on a platform of
closing Israel’s wide economic gaps and standing up to the Orthodox reli-
gious establishment.

Can they beat Netanyahu?
The short answer is maybe. But there has not even been a “maybe” in

many years. Polls taken the day before the merger was announced showed
a combined Gantz-Lapid slate winning one seat more than Netanyahu’s
Likud, and fewer if they run separately. Yesh Atid had been steadily losing
seats since Gantz announced his new party, which likely took most of its
votes. Once the votes have been counted, the race will be on to form a
coalition. Netanyahu will look to his right-wing partners and Gantz-Lapid
will turn to the left. It looks like it’s gonna be close.

A Sum Of Valued Parts
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper 

In the Mishnah - Pirke Avot/The Wisdom of our Ancestors - Rabbi
Hillel teaches: 

Do not separate yourself from the community [2:4] 
The Talmud explains: 
… rather, share in [the community’s] troubles. As anyone who sepa-

rates from the congregation will not see the congregation consoled…
When the community is in trouble let not one say, ‘I will go to my house
and I will eat and drink and all will be well with me.’ [Taanit 11a]. 

Jewish Winnipeg is a sum of valued parts: Synagogue, Temple,
Religious Schools, Community Center, Hevrah Kadishah, Social Services,
Media outlets, Federation and Foundation, joined together with every indi-
vidual member of the community. In the best of possible worlds, these
diverse elements function in the spirit of kavod - respect. There is dialogue,
understanding and space for differences. There is compassion and inclu-
sion. We are strengthened by our commonalities: Torah, calendar, tradi-
tions, rituals, the millennia-long Jewish narrative and devotion to the Land
of Israel. And because there is a multiplicity of Jewish lens through which
the world is viewed, there are challenges, disappointments and learning
experiences. There are stumbling blocks to surmount. 

But surmount we must; because we are a progressive people that cares
for one another; because every day, and every success, is an affirmation of
our Jewish peoplehood. Such affirmations are reminders that, notwith-
standing the difficulties endured, we are still here, stronger, more cohesive
and determined to make a difference in the world. We have overcome the
stumbling blocks and arose before. We shall do so again. 

Friday March 8 8pm Shabbat Friday Night Live Service lay led by 
Patrick Elazar with Cantor Len & the FNL Band. 

Saturday March 9 7:30pm Movie Night “An Empire of Their Own” How the 
Jews invented Hollywood. Chat & snacks to follow. 

Friday March 15 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper with 
Cantor Len Udow 

Saturday March 16 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper 
7:30pm Adult Purim Party offsite (TBA) costumes/prizes/etc. 

Friday March 22 7:30pm Shabbat Service & Annual PURIM SHPIEL 
Saturday March 23 4-6:30PM Purim Extravaganza - Family Event 
Friday March 29 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper with Cantor 

Len Udow 
Saturday March 30 10:30 Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper 

7:30pm Evening with the Rabbi: When Miracles Happen 
Bernard Malamud’s Story ‘Angle Levine’. 

Sunday March 31 2-4pm Coffee with the Rabbi @ Bermax Caffe & Bistro. 
Friday April 5 8pm Shabbat Friday Night Live Service lay led by Judith 

Huebner with Cantor Len & the FNL Band. 

BENNY GANTZ & YAIR LAPID

MOSHE “BOGIE” YAALON (left) 
& GABI ASHKENZAI

Both, like Gantz, are former 
heads of the IDF.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Sixteen-year-old Michael Akbashev is rapidly
becoming known for his prowess on judo mats.
Just this past week he earned a bronze medal in

the under-81 kg. class at the Canada Winter Games,
held in Red Deer, Alberta. (The Canada Winter Games
are open to athletes 21 years of age and under.)

Michael was the youngest competitor in his category.
As of the time of writing he was still in Red Deer,
awaiting the closing ceremonies of the games. I told
him that when he’s back in Winnipeg I will want to do
a full-length interview with him. 

Thank you to Aaron Pfeffer, another well-known
judoka, for alerting me to Michael’s recent success.
Aaron also informed me that Michael is being trained
by former judo champion Mark Berger. 

As a side note I should mention that in our preview
of Shalom Square last August we gave the following
information about Michael: He moved to Canada
(from Israel) two years ago, along with his parents
and two younger brothers. In the short time he has
lived here he has already accumulated a terrific record of success in his age
category, as a member of the Manitoba Judo Team: 3rd place in Canada in
2017, 2nd place in the USA in 2017, and Canadian champion in 2018. He
was selected by Judo Canada as an Elite Athlete in 2018 and 2019 and by

Judo Manitoba as the best
youth athlete in 2018.

We’ll have more about Michael in an upcoming issue.

Last year he was a youth ambassador for Shalom Square, 
this week he’s a bronze medalist in judo at the Canada Winter Games
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An Evening with Marthe Cohn
At the Jewish Learning Centre 
Tickets available at ChabadWinnipeg.org

Thursday, March 28, 8:00 p.m. 

BEHIND ENEMY LINESThe True Story of a  JEWISH SPY in Nazi Germany

Prepare to be INSPIRED!!  
A true remarkable HERO!!

BOOK 
SIGNING 
& SALE 
FOLLOWING 
LECTURE

C H A B A D  O F  W I N N I P E G  I N V I T E S  Y O U  T O . . .

HEAR HER INCREDIBLE STORY OF  
COURAGE, FAITH & ESPIONAGE.

Ninety-eight-year-old Marthe Cohn was born in Metz,
France in 1920. She was a beautiful, young woman living
across the German border in France, when Hitler rose to

power. As the Nazi occupation escalated, Marthe’s sister was sent
to Auschwitz while her family fled to the south of France.

Marthe chose to fight back and joined the intelligence service of
the First French Army. Utilizing her perfect German accent and
Aryan appearance, Marthe posed as a German nurse desperately
trying to obtain the word of a fictional fiancé. She travelled the
countryside and approached troops sympathetic to her plight,
thereby obtaining critical information for the Allied commanders.

For her bravery, Marthe was awarded the Croix de Guerre and
Médaille Militaire. When at age 80, she was awarded France’s
highest military honour, the Chevalier de la Légion d’honneur
(Legion of Honour), not even her children knew to what extent
this modest woman faced death daily to defeat the Nazi Empire.
At its heart, this remarkable story is the tale of an ordinary human
being who, under extraordinary circumstances, became the hero
her country needed her to be.

In 2002 Marthe penned her memoir, “Behind Enemy Lines: The
True Story of a French Jewish Spy in Nazi Germany.” She lives
together with her husband in Palos Verdes, CA and travels
internationally, sharing her remarkable story.

“It is an honour for us to host a heroine the likes of Marthe Cohn
and we are so fortunate that Marthe has agreed to come to
Winnipeg to share her riveting story,” said Rabbi Shmuly Altein
of Chabad. “I encourage everyone who can — young and old —
to come hear this remarkable woman tell her incredible story of
courage, faith, and espionage”.

The event will take place at the Jewish Learning Centre, 1845
Mathers Ave, on Thursday, March 28th, at 8:00 pm. Due to
limited space, advance ticket purchase is highly recommended,
and can be purchased at: ChabadWinnipeg/marthe or by calling
204-339-8737.

VIP options for a private meet-and-greet are available. As well,
Marthe will have copies of her book on sale and will be available
for a book signing after the show.

✿ ✿ ✿

Chabad provides Jewish cultural literacy, community outreach
and social service programming to thousands of people of all
ages, backgrounds, and affiliations. The Jewish Learning Institute
is the adult education arm of Chabad and a partner agency of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. As the preeminent provider of
adult Jewish learning in Winnipeg, JLI’s mission is to make
Jewish learning accessible and personally meaningful to every
Jew, regardless of background or affiliation.

MICHAEL AKBASHEV winning the bronze
medal in judo at the recently-held Canada
Winter Games in Red Deer, Alberta

Michael as one of the two Shalom
Square Youth Ambassadors in August
2018

Behind Enemy Lines: The True Story of a Jewish Spy in Nazi Germany



T
he Simkin Centre Adult
Day Program is a social
program that provides a

weekly outing for seniors liv-
ing in the community. 

Along with socialization the
supervised program is also in
place to provide respite to
caregivers. 

The overall purpose with
this service is to help people to
remain in their homes for a longer period of time. Transportation is pro-
vided to and from the program which runs Monday to Friday from 9:30
a.m. to 3 p.m. Participants are assigned a specific day of the week based on
availability. 

Upon arrival – participants can expect to start their day with a coffee and
current events discussion group. This is followed by a sit down fitness pro-
gram. Lunch is served at the on site Garden Cafe with choices including the
daily lunch special or a selection of sandwiches. Lunch special favorites
include the baked macaroni and cheese and the fish and chips platter. 

Recreation programs resume in the afternoon and vary according to the
interests and choice of those attending. As an example these programs have
included speakers from the Human Rights Commission and local authors,
art lessons in acrylic painting, bridge, cribbage and violinist entertainment.
Also very popular is the latest in indoor floor curling!

As there are 7 participants per program day groups get to know each
other well which helps to create a warm and welcoming environment. The
daily fee of $18.47 includes all onsite activities; meals/snacks and trans-
portation. A subsidy is available dependent on income.

A referral from Homecare is
required to join the Adult Day
Program. Interested individuals
may contact their Homecare
Case Coordinator or the Simkin
Centre Adult Day Program
Coordinator Heather Blackman
at 204-589-9010. A trial day at
the program can be arranged for
anyone who may be interested.
Check out the Adult Day
Program website at www.
Simkincentre.ca/adult-dayprogram
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Simkin Centre Adult Day Program – Provides a fun weekly social outing

Israel ranked 10th healthiest country in the world
GABE FRIEDMAN

(JTA) — Israel is the 10th healthiest country in the world — 54 spots
ahead of the United States.

The Bloomberg Healthiest Country Index, published Sunday, ranked 169
nations based on factors such as life expectancy and access to sanitation
and medical care. Countries were penalized for tobacco use and obesity,
among other health risks.

Unsurprisingly, the Mediterranean diet — common in Israel, as well as
Spain and Italy, numbers one and two on the list — was noted in
Bloomberg’s analysis.

“Mediterranean diet, supplemented with extra-virgin olive oil or nuts,
had a lower rate of major cardiovascular events than those assigned to a
reduced-fat diet,” says a study cited by Bloomberg.

The rest of the top 10, in order, are: Spain, Italy, Iceland, Japan,
Switzerland, Sweden, Australia, Singapore and Norway.

The U.S. placed 64th, largely in part to its high obesity rate. Recent fig-
ures from the Centers for Disease Control estimate about 40 percent of the
country, or over 93 million citizens, are obese.



From the composer of Wicked, Pippin is the 2013 Tony
award winning musical which chronicles one man’s
journey in search of greatness. This provocative

reimagining featuring a cast of 15 performers and an on-
stage band, will take you on a journey through some of the
funniest and darkest parts of human experience. Innovative
design and gritty orchestrations accompanied by some of
Winnipeg’s top performers will keep you on the edge of
your seat. WST’s version restages the show in a gritty, edgy
fashion that will appeal to a generation of millennials and
others who love Hamilton and Come From Away. 

Winnipeg Studio Theatre is a non-profit company devoted
to creating and developing original Canadian and
International contemporary plays and musicals, produced in
an intimate setting. Past shows include: Altar Boyz, My
Mother’s Lesbian Jewish Wiccan Wedding, American Idiot, Avenue Q,
School of Rock, and many more. This year’s production is no exception
says Simon Miron, Director of Pippin. “Pippin is one of those musicals”,
says Simon “that a lot of people get to know in high school, and it tends to
make an impression. I remember the first time I heard: Corner of the Sky,
sung by one of my peers when I was studying in Edmonton. 15 years later,
I read the script for the first time and it hit me way harder than I expected.
Underneath the goofy and fun bits that make this show so enjoyable is a
real message about the pressure we put on ourselves and how it can affect
us”.

Simon and his creative team wanted to put a new spin on Pippin for this
WST production and in order to do that he had to reach out to Stephen
Schwartz. In a career spanning four decades, Broadway lyricist and com-
poser Stephen Schwartz has written other hit musicals as Godspell and
Wicked and has contributed lyrics for a number of successful films, includ-
ing Pocahontas, The Hunchback of Notre Dame, The Prince of Egypt  and
Enchanted. In a documentary about the Jewish influence on American
musical theatre ran on PBS not too long-ago Mr. Schwarz replied to the
Jewish Ledger, “They asked me to take part in that film and I was happy to
do so. I think it’s undeniable, empirically, that the vast preponderance of

musical theater writers have been Jewish. At one time,
other than Cole Porter, it was pretty much everybody.
Now that’s somewhat less true, but certainly the majori-
ty of musical theatre writers even today are probably still
Jewish – certainly half of them”.

After reading both versions of Pippin the 1972 version
and the revival, Simon realized he had to contact Mr.
Schwartz about some changes we would have to make to
the script for our reimagined version. Contacting a play-
wright is not always an easy task but Mr. Schwartz was
very open to the conversation. The big issue was that the
revival had a circus concept throughout and the script
referenced that constantly. Our reimagined version is
stripped down and focuses on some of the darker ele-
ments in the story as well – the difficulties Pippin has to

go through.  Simon explains “I told him our concept and discussed how
certain script passage should change for our reimagination. Often the solu-
tion was simply to return to the 1972 script and substitute little sections.
Our larger debate came about while discussing the end. I had a very vis-
ceral reaction to the ending of the 1972 version and proposed restoring
some of the text from the original ending. However, the ending of the 1972
version was extremely controversial and Bob Fosse
(Director/Choreographer) fought with the writers, producers and even with
John Rubbenstien, the first Pippin, about what the last few lines in the play.
There was a lot of history there, but ultimately I am very grateful that he
took the time to answer my questions and I think we have a really special
show that we’re all very excited about”.

Pippin runs from March 7 – 16 and tickets are available on the WST web-
site: winnipegstudiotheatre.com or at  

*note – Wed. March 12 8:00 pm will be a special night hosted with
Jewish Child and Family Services followed by a talkback.  If you are int-
gerest4ed in attending that night use the code ‘JCFS’ when you order your
tickets for a special discount. 

Contact Kayla Gordon (Producer): studiotheatre@shaw.ca
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Winnipeg Studio Theatre in collaboration with The Village Conservatory presents:
Pippin (Reimagined) March 7 – 16, Gas Station Theatre 445 River Ave.



While his services are geared for everyone and any-
one, Nepon is drawn to helping develop First Nation
communities in Canada – all 650 of them. “It’s creat-
ing a social enterprise that offers services to
Indigenous communities while consulting with them,”
said Nepon.

“It’s not just going in with a prepackaged offering
and saying, ‘this is for you.’ Because, what we are see-
ing is that what has until now been offered is not meet-
ing the needs of these communities.

“We need to be consulting with community leaders,
chiefs, and asking what their needs are. And then look
around and determine how to implement this – how do
I create a system that is going to work specifically for
these communities…with the eventual goal of actually
transferring ownership, or having these social enter-
prises taken over, or having it gifted to the communi-
ties in order to build their own capacity and function
under their guidance.”

Nepon also dedicates his time to volunteer work,
helping out with the Rady Sports Dinner among other
things. “I believe there is such a great opportunity in
Manitoba for all entrepreneurs, whether you’re look-
ing at working with Indigenous, non-Indigenous, or

within the Jewish com-
munity,” he said.

To enquire about
Nepon’s consulting ser-
vices, MBA Consulting
& Co., e-mail him at
anepon@hotmail.com. 

A
dam Nepon, who
was born and
raised in the

Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity, always felt drawn
to Indigenous music and
art. It wasn’t until he was
in his late 20s though that
he discovered he had

some First Nation heritage.
“My father’s family were Jewish immigrants from

Eastern Europe, most of who got out before WWII,”
said Nepon. “My mom, she actually converted to
Judaism in her 20s, I believe. She had worked at a
few offices and was exposed to the Jewish commu-
nity and religion…It spoke to her, certain aspects of
it.

“My strong Jewish upbringing is more from my
mother’s side. It wasn’t really important, kosher and
Jewish education, to my father. The big pusher was
my mother, and still is. She’s very dedicated and
fully embraced what being Jewish was, more than
just a title. She really instilled the core values and
traditions of the Jewish culture in me.”

Nepon learned of his First Nation background on
his mother’s side after having recently had a posi-
tive DNA test taken.

“I remember some comments being made when I was younger, and
it was said as a little bit of a joke,” recalled Nepon. “My dad would
say from my mom’s side, he wasn’t using the proper language at the
time…but, he’d say that I have Indigenous roots from her side.

“We did the genealogy in 2010, and that was really that stamp of
confirmation that, yes, our roots do go back to the indigenous com-
munities of Treaty 1 territory.

“I heard the term ‘residential school’ for the first time when I was
28 or 29, and I was absolutely shocked, completely thrown back – it
almost felt like I’d been lied to.”

Once Nepon had finished high school, he continued on to univer-
sity, but feeling uninspired, dropped out.

That is when Nepon met the man who would become his mentor
and inspiration – Marvin Peters at Active Personnel Services
(APS).

Peters gave Nepon an HR position at APS and urged him to go
back to school to earn an MBA at the Asper School of Business.
And, when it was time for Nepon to choose an elective, his profes-
sor suggested an Indigenous Economic Tenacity program.

“I met with the professor of it,” said Nepon. “As we got to talk-
ing, she said there’s actually a degree focus that MBA students can
do. Nobody had attempted it as of yet. It was basically a major in
Indigenous Economic Development.

“As soon as she said that nobody’s done it before, it was like a
light turned on…I had to do it – fantastic, uncharted territory…I
completely switched my majors and extended my coursework a bit
in order to accommodate for this.

“That was one of the most enlightening things that ever happened
to me…And, you know, getting a true picture and different per-
spectives of how history has happened from the other side.”

It was Nepon’s work experience with Active Personnel Services
that gave him the exposure necessary to understand the needs of
First Nations workers who were too often employed mainly, if not
exclusively, in the temporary labor force.

“It really gave me this front line view of what was going on,” said
Nepon. “I started asking questions and talking with staff…seeing
what the real issues were and why they were working as temporary
labor…Basic resources or education that we take for granted, such
as, the importance of IDs, having a bank account, or a social insur-
ance number. These were not available to the staff that eventually
ended up in the temporary labor system.

“Talking with them helped me understand a bit too, of what was
really going on in the communities – a lack of opportunity and not
the same resources that most citizens have access to.”

Now, with more knowledge and understanding of the situation,
Nepon has spread his wings into the realm of freelance. He is now
working as a consultant for small-to-medium-sized companies
wanting to reposition themselves in the market with their brand,
looking for new streams of revenue, or just creating efficiency with-
in their current systems.

Adam Nepon: learning of and making good on ancestral roots
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Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President
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stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

ADAM NEPON - discovered his First
Nations ancestry nine years ago



CABGU Manitoba President Sheldon
Zamick has been rasing money for 

Israel for over 40 years

Alifelong volunteer who
began raising money for
Israel in his teens, Sheldon

Zamick has been Manitoba
President of Canadian Associates
of Ben Gurion University since
2013. Though the regional office
had existed for many years,
Sheldon saw that an infusion of
energy was needed so he put his
heart and soul into rebuilding inter-
est in Ben-Gurion University. A
gala event was planned, honouring
Morley z’l and Marjorie
Blankstein, in Sheldon’s view, “the
Queen of Winnipeg philanthropic
community” and more than $500K
was raised in support of cyber secu-
rity research at BGU. 

Though Winnipeg’s Jewish popu-
lation is under 14,000, the community is tight-knit and eager to support
Jewish causes, especially Israel-based endeavors. CABGU’s events have
received substantial interest and financial support. The above-mentioned
Blankstein Gala, two golf tournaments and a variety of lectures and events
have made CABGU a major player in Winnipeg’s Jewish community.
Research Without Borders, the collaboration between CABGU and the St-
Boniface Hospital Foundation to fund research in cardiovascular and food
sciences and neurodegenerative disorders, has been extremely successful;
since 2016 over $2M has been raised, enabling scientists at ST-B and BGU
to accelerate their research and develop life-changing cures. Sheldon made
a commitment to BGU’s autism specialist, Dr. Ilan Dinstein, to raise funds
for his research - CABGU Winnipeg has raised over $550k!

This campaign has also been a first in the community, twinning a Jewish
and a Catholic institution. Sheldon was thrilled to see CABGU CEO, Mark
Mendelson, receive the Jack Litvack Exemplary Service Award for out-
standing leadership and service to the Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences
at St-Boniface Hospital’s Albrechtsen Research Centre, in recognition of
the success of Research Without Borders. 

Among all the different events and campaigns Sheldon has been involved
in, he has a soft spot for the Arni Thorsteinson Study Exchange Program to
Israel. This program which is celebrating its 10

th
anniversary this year, is

sponsored by the Gerald Schwartz and Heather Reisman Foundation. It has
allowed 100 students from the University of Manitoba’s Asper School of
Business and BGU’s Guilford Glazer Faculty of Business and

Management to experience top-level learning
and cultural enrichment in a foreign environ-
ment. Over the years, CABGU Winnipeg has
welcomed many of the student visitors to com-
munity Shabbat dinners – meeting them in per-
son and hearing what they have to say about this
unique experience has been heart-warming for
Sheldon and so many others. 

As regional President, Sheldon’s philanthropic
philosophy is based on some key principles:

“Let’s do the impossible on a shoestring bud-
get – take an elastic band and run all around the
town and back.” 

Lead to attract and inspire people to do more,
to be generous beyond their imagination. 

Remember that there are still tremendous
opportunities to promote BGU in Canada. 

Aspire to be the architect of success; work
behind the scenes to encourage others. 

Sheldon’s energy and enthusiasm are remark-
able. Participating in the annual BGU Board of
Governors meeting has been a wellspring of
inspiration for him. Meeting the students and
faculty members as well as many long-time sup-
porters has renewed his commitment to doing
his very best – and that is a lot! – for Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev.
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Rabbi  
Joseph Telushkin

Generous ly  Sponsored  by  The  Asper  Foundat ion

Words That Hurt,
Words That Heal

Thursday|May 9th|7 PM 

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Presents

SAVE THE DATE

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin Returns to Winnipeg

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia is pleased to announce that the eminent Rabbi
Joseph Telushkin, named by Talk Magazine as one of the 50 best
speakers in the United States, will be this year’s Adas Yeshurun

Herzlia Presents featured speaker on May 9th, 2019 at 7:00 pm the Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia synagogue. 

Rabbi Telushkin will speak about Words that Hurt, Words that Heal,
which was just re-released. The first edition was the motivating force
behind Senators Joseph Lieberman and Connie Mack’s 1996 Senate
Resolution #151 to establish a “National Speak No Evil Day” throughout
the United States. 

A prolific writer and New York Times’ best selling author, Rabbi
Telushkin’s other influential books include Jewish Literacy:  The Most
Important Things to Know About the Jewish Religion, Its People and Its
History, the most widely selling book on Judaism of the past twenty-five
years; A Code of Jewish Ethics: You Shall be Holy, a comprehensive pre-
sentation of Jewish teachings on the vital topic of personal character and
integrity; Why the Jews: The Reason for Antisemitism, which Telushkin co-
authored with Dennis Prager; Jewish Humor: What the Best Jewish Jokes
Say About the Jews;  The Book of Jewish Values: A Day by Day Guide to
Ethical Living which was the subject of a PBS special entitled Moral
Imagination.

In addition to books on Judaism, Rabbi Telushkin’s various endeavours
include the biography Rebbe: The Life and Teachings of Menachem M.
Schneerson, the Most Influential Rabbi in Modern History, appearances in
an eight-part documentary on The History of Comedy, a published murder
mystery, an award winning film, written for television, and lectures
throughout the United States.

Rabbi Telushkin was ordained at Yeshiva University in New York, and
pursued graduate studies in Jewish history at Columbia University. He
serves on the Advisory Council and Scholar’s Council for The World’s
Jewish Museum, the iconic Frank Gehry-designed museum due to open in
Tel Aviv in honor of Israel’s seventy-fifth anniversary. 

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, a congregation of approximately 90 families,
provides a welcoming experience that reinforces and builds Jewish com-
munity. An annual fundraiser was initiated last year upon the completion
of the building renovations, to support modern Orthodox Judaism in
Winnipeg.  Rabbi Yosef Benarroch is the shul’s spiritual leader as well as
Winnipeg’s Rav Hamachshir.  He supervises community kashrut, the Asper
Campus Mikvah, and Winnipeg’s Eruv for the benefit of the entire Jewish
community and its visitors.

Please contact the synagogue office for information on sponsorship and
advertising opportunities, or to purchase tickets at reception@adasyeshu-
run.ca.

SHELDON ZAMICK



By BERNIE BELLAN
“Living in Sderot is 95% heav-

en and 5% hell.”
That is how Mayor Alon

Davidi of Sderot characterized
living in the Israeli city of Sderot
to a small group of invited guests
at a luncheon held in the board
room of Taylor McCaffrey law
offices on Thursday, February
28.

Davidi was the special guest of
the Jewish National Fund during
his visit to Winnipeg. The JNF
has been involved in the con-
struction of an animal assisted
therapy centre in Sderot. Davidi
said his talk was titled “What it’s
like to thrive under pressure”.

For anyone not familiar with Sderot and where it is located, Davidi
referred to a map of Israel during his 40-minute talk on Feb. 28. Sderot is
situated only one kilometer from the Gaza Strip, which means that if a
rocket is fired from areas close to the border with Israel, residents of Sderot
have only 15 seconds to escape to a bomb shelter before that rocket could
hit.

Mayor Davidi, who is 44 years old, and who moved to Sderot 21 years
ago, noted  that he and his wife Nurit are the parents of seven children.
Although rocket fire from Gaza has subsided in recent years, especially
since Operation Protective Edge in 2014, there have been occasional out-
bursts emanating from Gaza. The most serious flare-up occurred in the
spring and summer of 2018, when not only rockets were fired, burning
kites also became dangerous weapons employed by Hamas terrorists.
Again, in November 2018 hundreds more rockets were launched at targets
in Israel from Gaza.

The last time rockets actually landed in Sderot was in August 2018 when
four people were injured.

Yet, despite the constant threat of attack from Gaza, Mayor Davidi said
that Sderot has actually thrived as a community. He noted that the popula-
tion is now over 28,000, having grown from 21,000 in 2010. Although
there had been an exodus of residents when rockets first began to be fired
during the second intifadeh in 2001, and that exodus continued until 2008
when Israel launched Operation Cast Lead, with the introduction of the
Iron Dome system in 2011, residents of Sderot have developed a much
greater certainty that they will be protected from rocket fire. Since 2008
Sderot has continued to grow, with the construction of over 3,000 new
apartments in the past five years, a sports complex, and a shopping mall.

However, the residual effects of years of bombardment by rockets
launched from Gaza combined with the ever-present threat that a rocket
might be coming at any second have taken their toll on many residents of
Sderot, especially children.

For children suffering from post trauma, the symptoms can manifest
themselves in different way, Davidi explained.

“They might cry without a reason.”
“They don’t want to sleep alone.”
“They’re afraid to go outside.”
“They’re afraid to leave their mother or father when they go to the park.”
“Many lock themselves inside a shelter for days at a time.”

Davidi noted that “even though it’s been quiet the last few years, trauma
is climbing.” As a result Sderot established a very small animal assisted
therapy centre, which can accommodate no more than 150 children during
the course of a year.

“Children come to the centre and choose an animal,” Davidi explained.
“It can be a dog, a rabbit, a snake (snake?).  There are six therapists on staff.
A therapist works with a child and the child projects his fears on to the ani-
mal.”

Of his own seven children, Davidi said that three of them suffer from post
trauma. Davidi’s youngest child, a daughter by the name of Emunah, who
is five, is a classic case. The Davidis adopted a dog for her, which hardly
ever leaves her side.

“When tseva adom (the warning siren that gives residents 15 seconds to
find a shelter) sounds, Emunah takes the dog with her to the shelter. After
500 times hearing tseva adom the dog goes on his own,” Davidi told the
audience with a smile.

With the advent of the Iron Dome anti-rocket system, however, residents
of Sderot have found a greater sense of protection from those rockets. Iron
Dome is designed to make an instantaneous calculation whether a rocket is
on a trajectory to hit a residential area such as Sderot and, if so, it will be

launched and destroy an incoming rocket.
Yet, last summer Hamas terrorists decided to launch multi-

ple barrages of rockets at one time in order to attempt to counter Iron
Dome’s effectiveness. “It costs Hamas only about $2,000 to build one of
their rockets,” Davidi noted. Each Iron Dome missile costs in the neigh-
bourhood of $100,000, he added. In November 2018 Iron Dome intercept-
ed 100 rockets that were launched from Gaza.

With the demand for treatment at the animal therapy centre having far
outstripped supply – both in terms of space and the number of therapists
able to work in the very small space currently available, construction of a
second animal therapy centre is about to begin. That centre, which will also
be part of a new “resilience centre” intended for use not just by children,
but adults as well, will be able to accommodate up to 500 children during
the course of a year, Davidi said.

Anyone wishing to contribute to the new Animal Assisted Therapy
Centre in Sderot is able to do so through the JNF. For more information
contact Ariel Karabelnicoff at either 204-947-0207 or ariel.karabelni-
coff@jnf.ca.
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Mayor of Sderot visits Winnipeg

Sderot Mayor ALON DAVIDI speaking in the
board room of Taylor McCaffrey law offices on
Feb. 28

Scene from a rocket attack in Sderot 
(2012 file photo)

Purim
Extravaganza

Family Event !

1077 Grant Ave, Winnipeg Manitoba, R3M 1Y6  •  ph: 204 453 1625  •  em: tshalom1@gmail.com

March 23, 2019
Time 4 - 6:30
1077 Grant Ave
$12/ family  
(Preregistration by March 21)

$15/family (at the door)

Temple Members free

Face Painting 
Tattoos 
Crafts 

Costume Contest Prizes 
for Adults and Kids 
Entertainment: Heather’s 
Pretty Parties 
Queen Luna drag queen 
performance 

Dance party 
Chaeban Ice Cream Bar 
DM Greisman  
Photography

   

 

 

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

EEx
P

xtxt
F

voDJD

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

nagavav
miruP

trtra
y EvEvenen 

  
   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

azzan
nt !t !

anuLneeuQ

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

namredipSSp

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

)11)2hcchrrcaMMaybbynoiiottiarttrsiisgeegreerrPPr((P
y limaf/21$

evAAvtnarG7701
03:6-4emiT

aM

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

a slE

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

Crafts

attoosT
Face Painting

na

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

formance
Queen Luna drag queen 
Pretty Parties

s Entertainment: Heather’
for Adults and Kids
Costume Contest Prizes 

eerfsrebmeMelpmeT
)rr)ooddoehtthta((aylimaf/51$

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

Photography
DM Greisman 

raBmaerCecInabeahC
Dance party

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

ve, Winnipeg Manitoba, R3M 1Y6  •  ph: 204 453 1625  •  em: tshalom1@gmail.com1077 Grant A

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

ve, Winnipeg Manitoba, R3M 1Y6  •  ph: 204 453 1625  •  em: tshalom1@gmail.com

formanceper

 
  

   
  

 
   

   

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
    

 

   

 

 

ve, Winnipeg Manitoba, R3M 1Y6  •  ph: 204 453 1625  •  em: tshalom1@gmail.com



20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 6, 2019

Community news

Limmud and Shaarey Zedek find themselves enmeshed in unexpected controversy

By BERNIE BELLAN

Now in its ninth year in Winnipeg, Limmud
– a weekend program of learning organized
by a group of volunteers, found itself

enmeshed in controversy over the appearance of a
speaker who is associated with a group stridently
critical of  Israel’s “occupation”.

Limmud describes itself as a” volunteer run fes-
tival and celebration of Jewish thought, culture,
learning, teaching and fun! Dedicated to the
Jewish experience and exploration in all its vari-
ety, Limmud is committed to harnessing the ener-
gy of people from right across the Jewish commu-
nity”.

The speaker who aroused controversy though
was someone by the name of  Lex Rofeberg. In biographical information
available on the Limmud website, the 27-year-old Rofeberg was described
as “a Jewish educator and activist. He currently serves as the Strategic
Initiatives Coordinator of the Institute for the Next Jewish Future and as
co-host of its Judaism Unbound podcast. He graduated with a bachelor's
degree in Judaic Studies from Brown University, and is in his 4th year of
study towards rabbinic ordination through ALEPH: The Alliance for
Jewish Renewal.”

The bio went on to note, however, that Rofeberg is also “an active mem-
ber of the organization IfNotNow".

Apparently no one associated with Limmud took note of Rofeberg’s asso-
ciation with that particular group or, if anyone did take note of it, it was not
considered sufficiently controversial as to disqualify Rofeberg from
appearing at Limmud.

Further,   Rofeberg was also scheduled to be the guest speaker at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on Friday, November 1st during “Shabbat
Across Winnipeg” when he was slated to give a talk on “Digital Judaism:
Weaving the Ancient with the Contemporary”.

However, others who took note of Rofeberg’s association with the group
“IfNotNow” were deeply critical, both of Rofeberg’s appearance at
Limmud and his being asked to be the guest speaker at the Shaarey Zedek
Friday evening.

Apparently the first individual to pay attention to Rofeberg’s association
with “IfNotNow” was journalist Marty Gold. According to Gold, he saw an
ad for “Shabbat Across Winnipeg” in his “Facebook feed Thursday (Feb.
21) at midnight.” When he saw that Rofeberg was to be the guest speaker
March 1st at the Shaarey Zedek, Gold says he   “clicked on it for more
details. I read his (Rofeberg’s) bio. It was right there for all to see, ‘an
active member of IfNotNow.’”

According to its website, here is what IfNotNow is about: “During the
violence of Operation Protective Edge in 2014, young Jews angered by the
overwhelmingly hawkish response of American Jewish institutions came
together under the banner of IfNotNow to demonstrate their resistance
through the beauty of Jewish ritual. Moved to act by moral anguish and
inspired by Hillel’s three questions, they organized Mourner’s Kaddish
actions in nearly a dozen cities across the country and lamented the loss of
both Israeli and Palestinian life. They had three demands: Stop the War on
Gaza, End the Occupation, and Freedom and Dignity for All.”

Gold says that “like a journalist trained by Yoram Hamizrachi, I started
asking questions, and told Manitoba Post I was doing a column. I uncov-
ered this story.”

Gold did post a column criticizing Rofeberg’s appearance here this week-
end which was posted to the online website “Manitoba Post” at
https://www.manitobapost.com/winnipeg-events/opinion-jewish-federa-
tion-of-winnipeg-unaware-guest-speaker-a-member-of-anti-israel-radical-
group-117305

Ron East (who is the son of the late activist Yoram Hamizrachi) took note
of what Gold had written about Rofeberg and began posting on Facebook,
calling for a boycott both of Shabbat Across Winnipeg and Limmud. (East
was also scheduled to present at Limmud, but said he would not appear if
Rofeberg appeared.)

As others began to add their voices online (on Facebook) to the growing
controversy, the organizers of Limmud found themselves under pressure to
respond to calls to disinvite Rofeberg to Limmud. (Similar requests were
made of the Shaarey Zedek.)

On February 26, the Jewish Federation released a statement:
Dear community members, 
We have been contacted by several community members regarding a

speaker with controversial ties who will be speaking at Shabbat Across
Winnipeg this Friday night. When Federation was approached to be an

event sponsor, we were unaware of these associa-
tions which have now been brought to our attention.

After careful and thoughtful deliberation, we have
decided to withdraw our support from the Shabbat
Across Winnipeg event. The values of the speaker
are not in-line with ours, as the representative body
of Winnipeg's organized Jewish community.

Any further queries about Limmud, Shabbat
Across Winnipeg, or event speakers, should be
directed to Limmud.

Laurel Malkin
President, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Then, later on February 26, the organizers of
Limmud issued the following statement:

Dear Limmudniks, there has been some concern
from several community members regarding a presenter this year who has
some controversial ties to groups whose views and actions related to Israel
are not considered mainstream. 

Lex Rofeberg, one of the many presenters this year, is a rabbinical stu-
dent with a passion for making Judaism relevant in modern society. He has
connections with some groups which some may view as controversial, espe-
cially as they pertain to Israel-Palestinian relations. 

Over the years, Limmud has had a wide variety of presenters on a wide
range of Jewish matters and this year is no different. We are an apolitical
and non-denominational organization, do not encourage boycott or cen-
sorship of ideas, and advocate on behalf of free dialogue and open debates.

Our decision to allow him to present at Limmud 2019 is in no way an
endorsement of his political views. Any sponsorships or organizational
affiliations with Limmud are not an endorsement of the content or discus-
sions which are presented. This reflects the Limmud approach to building
unity from diversity.

Lex is presenting on Judaism today, on the topics of “Digital Judaism:
Weaving the Ancient with the Contemporary”, and “Winnipeg Jets,
Winnipeg Jews, How Sports and Religion are really the Same Thing”.

From our previous experiences with Lex, is a passionate Jew and he
looks forward to a weekend of dialogue about modern Judaism. 

We encourage for participants to engage respectably while at Limmud.
Looking forward to seeing you at Limmud for a weekend of learning, dia-
logue, culture and fun.

Also, on February 26 we emailed a spokesperson for Shaarey Zedek
Congregation, asking whether there were any plans to cancel Rofeberg’s
appearance at Shabbat Across Winnipeg on November 1, but did ot hear
back until the next day when we, along with others, received the following
email:

Shabbat Across Winnipeg Tri-Synagogue Dinner
A Message from the Event Sponsors
Dear Friends,

As you may be aware our three synagogues, Congregation Etz Chayim,
Temple Shalom and Congregation Shaarey Zedek, are hosting a communi-
ty Shabbat dinner this coming Friday evening.

This provides the opportunity for our greater community to come togeth-
er and enjoy a Shabbat Service and traditional dinner.

As part of the Shabbat experience, we also want to be engaged and had
arranged for a young rabbinic intern, to speak on Digital Judaism, a topic
of growing interest in our community.

Over the last week our community has been inundated with messages and
social media commentary, decrying our decision to invite this speaker,
specifically as it relates to the beliefs and political positions of an organi-
zation with which he is affiliated.

While we strongly believe that engaging in open dialogue, and challeng-
ing assumptions is healthy and valuable, and indeed inherently 'Jewish',
the objective of this Shabbat is to be a peaceful, thoughtful and engaging
evening where we celebrate and break bread together as a community. With
over 200 Jewish Winnipeggers already signed up to attend, we have an
obligation to provide a meaningful Shabbat experience.

To that end, and in the overall spirit of Shalom we have withdrawn our
invitation to our speaker.

Thank you for your understanding. We look forward to celebrating
Shabbat together.

Congregation Etz Chayim, Temple Shalom, and Congregation Shaarey
Zedek

LEX ROFEBERG



By LIOR ZALTZMAN

When “Green Book” won the
Academy Award for best movie
on Sunday night, arguably the

most coveted prize of the ceremony,
“BlacKkKlansman” and “Do The Right
Thing” director Spike Lee stormed to the
back of the auditorium and kept his back
turned for the entire speech. The gesture
culminated a great controversy around the
movie, which has been sweeping the
awards this season despite some heavy
consternation.

“Green Book” has been accused of hav-
ing a white savior complex, whitewash-
ing racism and being inaccurate to the
true story it’s based on, among other things. The movie depicts Anthony
“Lip” Vallelonga, played by Viggo Mortensen, who is hired to drive around
Don Shirley, played by Mahershala Ali (who won a Golden Globe for the
role), a virtuoso African-American jazz pianist, as he plays clubs in 1962’s
racist and segregated American South.

The film was co-written by Vallenlonga’s son and largely focuses on his
perspective — with which Shirley’s family took great issue. The Shirley
family claims that they weren’t contacted or interviewed as preparation for
the film, and subsequently the film is told only from the perspective of
white people. Looking at the team behind the movie, it doesn’t seem like a
wild accusation:

https://twitter.com/ira/status/1099885809748996097
And not only that, Shirley’s family has argued that the movie is full of

inaccuracies, going as far as calling it a “symphony of lies.” In fact, in their
acceptance speech, the filmmakers never even thanked Dr. Shirley.

Yet I think it’s fair to say that some people still don’t understand why this
movie riles so many people. But one man, Peter Birkenhead, has found the
perfect analogy to explain the controversy to those who still don’t get it.

Imagine, he wrote on Facebook in a post that’s now been shared 1.4K
times and counting, if a new movie came out about Anne Frank, but that it
was focused on the experience and the bravery of one of her saviors, Miep
Geis. That instead of the horror Anne and her family went through, the
movie focused on “Geis’s dawning realization that, since Anne is so well
mannered and refined and cultured, perhaps not every Jew is a sniveling,
greedy, termite secretly planning to destroy civilization.”

Feels wrong, right?
Or imagine, Birkenhead urges, that the movie was filled with inaccura-

cies and poorly researched. What if the people making this hypothetical

Anne Frank movie “never get in touch with any of
Anne Frank’s descendants, or even the Anne Frank
museum in Amsterdam. They don’t do much research
at all.”

Birkenhead’s post (which really should be read in
full) also reminds us that the reason “Green Book” is
drawing so much anger is that it’s not an outlier, but
yet another film in a continuum of films, like
“Driving Miss Daisy,” which depict the same dynam-
ics and celebrate white saviors, created from the per-
spective of white people.

Speaking of “Driving Miss Daisy,” if you still need
more clarity on that pop culture legacy, consider lis-
tening to this episode of the incredible New York
Times podcast “The Daily” (hosted by a super tal-
ented member of the tribe, Michael Barbaro) that

explores the problematic movie.

You might think that Birkenhead’s comparison and examples are a little
exaggerated; they are not. Racism is a scourge that would’ve been over-
come if it were simply about white people just meeting people of color and
getting along with them. A narrative that applauds a white person for over-
coming his personal racism, and that skims and ignores what it means to
live with racism every day, is crafted to make white people feel good and
comfortable instead of thinking how they may or may not contribute to
racism.

You know the saying “some of my best friends are black/Jewish/gay”
from someone who then goes ahead and expresses a racist or bigoted
belief? It’s entirely possible for white people to work for, or have people of
color, work for them, or even have them as friends, and yet still benefit
from systemic racism and hold racist beliefs.

One can enjoy “Green Book” — see it as a well-crafted movie with a tal-
ented cast. But it’s important to think twice about the good feeling it leaves
you with, especially if you are a white person watching the movie. Maybe
compliment it afterward with some Spike Lee movies.

This article originally appeared on Alma.
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By comparing it to Anne Frank, this man nails the problem with Oscar winner ‘Green Book’

Viggo Mortensen and Mahershala Ali starred in
“Green Book”

Anti-Semitism has forced half of his
congregation to leave city, French rabbi says

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
(JTA) — A French rabbi says

half of his regular congregants
have left his city because of anti-
Semitism.

“It’s a troubling phenomenon
that began about 15 years ago,”
Rabbi Nissim Sultan of
Grenoble said in an interview
Tuesday with the France Bleu
Isère radio station. “I mean the
departure of half the people
who make up the core of our community. They left to Israel, elsewhere in
France, the United States and Canada.”

Each anti-Semitic graffiti, he said, “raises awareness to a global reality
that means we fear for our children at school, on the street. So as respon-
sible parents, we take measures.”

Grenoble, an eastern city of 160,000 near Lyon, has several hundred
Jews.

Approximately 20,000 French Jews have left for Israel since 2014, a
major increase over the previous four years. Amid a substantial increase in
anti-Semitic hate crimes, thousands more have immigrated elsewhere.
Many thousands more have stayed in France but moved to what they deem
as safer neighborhoods.

Last month, authorities temporarily shut down the Al-Kawthar Mosque
in Grenoble due to the preaching of hate and incitement, including against
Jews, by imams there, the Le Dauphine news site reported.

A French Jewish family arrives at
Ben Gurion Airport
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Israel news

Benjamin Netanyahu’s corruption scandals, explained
(JTA) Israeli

Prime Minister
B e n j a m i n
Netanyahu is
going to court on
c o r r u p t i o n
charges — he says
he’s innocent.

Netanyahu was indicted in three cases
Thursday pending a court hearing. It’s the
first time in Israel’s history that a sitting
prime minister faces criminal charges. Oh,
and elections are in fewer than six weeks.

What exactly is Netanyahu accused of?
How is he defending himself? Does this
mean he’ll lose the election?

Who is Benjamin Netanyahu, and what is
he accused of?

Netanyahu, Israel’s prime minister for a
decade, is up for re-election on April 9. He’s
running for his fifth term. He was first elect-
ed in 1996 for one term, then returned to
office in 2009 and hasn’t left. He leads the
right-wing Likud party.

But he could be in trouble. After years of
investigation, his country’s attorney general
charged Netanyahu in three separate corrup-
tion cases. Two have to do with Netanyahu
buying himself positive press, and the third
alleges that he received illegal gifts from a
rich donor. The Israeli Police have numbered
them Case 1000, Case 2000 and Case 4000.
(Don’t worry about 3000 — that investiga-
tion was dropped.)

Case 1000: Netanyahu is accused of accept-
ing illegal gifts from Hollywood producer
Arnon Milchan, including Cuban cigars and
pink champagne. The gifts totaled about
$200,000. In return, Netanyahu allegedly
helped secure a U.S. visa for Milchan and
supported a law that would give tax breaks to
the billionaire if he moved back to Israel.

Case 2000: Netanyahu is accused of
advancing a law that would have hurt one
newspaper in exchange for positive coverage
from a rival paper. In Israel, the two leading
papers are Yediot Acharonot and Israel
Hayom. Yediot is generally anti-Netanyahu.
Israel Hayom is almost always pro-Netanyahu — and it’s also free, thanks
to funding from the American casino mogul Sheldon Adelson.

Case 2000 alleges that Netanyahu made this deal with Yediot’s publish-
er: Netanyahu would support a law banning free daily papers — that would
hurt Israel Hayom. In return, Yediot would give Netanyahu positive cover-
age.

Case 4000: Netanyahu is accused of supporting looser regulation of
Israel’s telecom giant, Bezeq, in exchange for favorable coverage from a
news website Bezeq owns called Walla.

Sounds like Netanyahu really wants positive news coverage. 

Allegedly. But Netanyahu and the Israeli press don’t really get along.
Like his ally, President Donald Trump, Netanyahu says the local press is
out to get him. He accuses the media of being left-wing and dishonest, and
likes to use the term “fake news” a lot. He doesn’t translate it: He just says
“fake news” while speaking Hebrew.

That’s a big part of his defense: Since the investigations began a couple
of years ago, he has attacked the media again and again for accusing him
of corruption — seeking to depose him in court because he keeps winning
elections.

Netanyahu does have a few allies in the media, including Israel Hayom,
which has consistently supported him since it was founded by Adelson, a
Netanyahu ally, in 2007. (Yes, this is the same paper he allegedly said he’d
hurt through legislation. Kind of ironic.)

And this year, as part of his re-election campaign, Adelson launched a
pro-Netanyahu TV channel.

How else is Netanyahu
defending himself?

Defiantly. Since the investi-
gations began in 2016,
Netanyahu has insisted that
“Nothing will happen —
because nothing happened.”

In a speech following the
announcement of the indictment
Thursday, Netanyahu didn’t
give an inch. He called the
criminal proceedings a left-
wing conspiracy and said he
would beat the charges.

“For three years, they’ve gone
after us politically — an
unprecedented hunting expedi-
tion, with one goal — to depose
the right-wing government led
by me,” the prime minister
said. “The primary goal is to
influence the elections, even
when they know this house of
cards will completely collapse
after the elections.”

But wait — Netanyahu is
facing criminal charges. Will
he have to step down?

Nope. There’s no law that
forces a sitting prime minister
to resign if indicted. Plenty of
people — including
Netanyahu’s opponents — have
said that he should resign for the
good of the country. They say a
sitting prime minister can’t be
tied up in court while he has to

run the country. But Netanyahu
is standing his ground, and legal-
ly, it looks like he’s within his
rights. A final hearing, probably
after the election, will determine
whether the charges go forward.

Has this ever happened before?
Yes and no. Netanyahu is the first prime minister to be indicted for cor-

ruption — but that’s only because previous prime ministers have
resigned before the process got this far. In 2008, Ehud Olmert resigned
amid allegations of bribery, even before police recommended that he be
indicted. Olmert eventually was convicted and served time in prison.

And in 1977, Yitzhak Rabin resigned after it became public that he and
his wife held illegal foreign bank accounts totaling $10,000. Rabin ran
again 15 years later and won. He would sign a historic peace treaty with the
Palestinians but two years later be assassinated by a Jewish extremist.

Netanyahu, though, hasn’t backed down, staying in office even after
police recommended that he be indicted, and after the indictment came
through. That’s never happened before; we’re in uncharted waters now.

What does this mean for the election?
Unclear. Netanyahu is in a tight race with a new centrist party called Blue

and White (the colors of Israel’s flag), which has a narrow lead in the polls.
And a poll by The Times of Israel published Thursday says the indictment
could hurt Netanyahu at the polls, moving some right-wing voters over to
his rival.

But here’s where it gets complicated: Even if Netanyahu wins fewer
votes in the election on April 9, he could still win the election. Israel has a
parliamentary government, so what matters is which party can get a major-
ity in the Knesset, Israel’s parliament, to back them. So even if Netanyahu
finishes second, he will stay as prime minister if there is a right-wing
majority overall — and it’s willing to back him.

So Netanyahu could still serve another term, even under indictment?
Maybe. Let’s talk on April 10.

By

BEN SALES

Case 1000: ARNON MILCHAN, Hollywood producer, with
Netanyahu. Netanyahu is accused of accepting $200,000 worth of
gifts from Milchan in return for helping Milchan secure a U.S.
visa. Netanyahu is also accused of supporting a law that would
give Milchan tax breaks if he moved back to Israel.

The accused culprits in the Netanyahu 
corruption scandals, top to bottom

Case 2000: ARNON
MOZES, publisher of
Yediot Acharonot.
Netanyahu is accused of
supporting a law that
would ban the distribution
of free papers in Israel in
return for Yediot giving
Netanyahu favourable
coverage. Ironically, the
free paper the law would
have targeted was Israel
Hayom, owned by billion-
aire Sheldon Adelson, who
happens to be a staunch
supporter of Netanyahu.

Case 4000: Netanyahu is accused
of supporting looser regulation of
Israel’s telecom giant, Bezeq, in
exchange for favorable coverage
from a news website Bezeq owns
called Walla.
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By PENNY SCHWARTZ
BOSTON (JTA) — His name adorns the

headquarters of Boston’s Jewish federation.
His giving to Jewish causes at home and in

Israel is legendary.
And of course he is the owner of the beloved

New England Patriots, the NFL’s most suc-
cessful 21st-century franchise, winner of this
year’s Super Bowl and a near-religious force
binding together Boston and its suburbs.

The news last week that Robert Kraft, 77,
was charged with soliciting prostitution sent
shock waves through this city and a philan-
thropic community, Jewish and otherwise,
that saw him as a benefactor and role model.

Ask people for reactions and the word you
hear most is “saddened,” followed quickly by a
reminder that individuals are presumed inno-
cent until proven guilty. Some point to his age;
to the loss in 2011 of his wife of almost 50 years, Myra; to the idea that an
indiscretion at a massage parlor should be weighed against the $400 mil-
lion he has given to charity over the years.

“What has been reported at this time is certainly concerning,” the
Combined Jewish Philanthropies, Boston’s Jewish federation, wrote in an
email to the Jewish Telegraphic Agency.

“For several generations, the Kraft family has committed their time, ener-
gy and resources to support organizations and programs that have benefit-
ted the health and well-being of the citizens of Greater Boston and our
region. They have played a transformational role in the life of our Jewish
community; helping seniors, families and young people in need as well as
working to unite and foster understanding between people of different
backgrounds,” the statement read.

The Kraft family donated $10 million to renovate the philanthropy’s
downtown Boston building, which was dedicated in a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony last April attended by Kraft and his sons, Jonathan and Daniel, who
serves on the CJP board. The building now houses a boardroom named for
Myra Kraft, who also served on the philanthropy’s board. The Harry Kraft
Center for Jewish Education was named in memory of Kraft’s father, a
longtime and beloved teacher at Congregation Kehillath Israel, the
Conservative synagogue in nearby Brookline where Kraft attended reli-
gious school as a child. Harry Kraft, who owned the Crown Dress compa-
ny, also led youth services and served as the synagogue’s president.

CJP did not provide the amount of money donated in recent years by the
Kraft family. In 2013, the Robert and Myra Kraft Family Foundation
donated $1.12 million. It also supports a program that funds teen trips to
Israel, according to the CJP website.

Other area Jewish organizations and religious institutions that have ben-
efited from Kraft’s philanthropy did not respond to JTA’s request for a com-
ment.

Over the years, the Krafts have donated to Kehillath Israel and Temple
Emanuel in Newton, both with Kraft family ties, and the Hillel Center of
Columbia University and Barnard College, housed in the Kraft Center for
Jewish Student Life. Kraft is an alumnus of Columbia.

Kraft Stadium and the $6 million Kraft Family Sports Campus in
Jerusalem are physical reminders of his support for the American Football
in Israel league.

The family also endowed the Myra and Robert Kraft and Jacob Hiatt
Professor of Christian Studies at Brandeis University, Myra’s alma mater;
a companion endowed chair in Jewish studies was founded at the College
of the Holy Cross in Worcester, the residence of Jacob Hiatt, Myra Kraft’s
father, a Holocaust survivor who became a wealthy businessman and phil-
anthropist.

Having a Christian studies position within the Near Eastern and Judaic
Studies Department at Brandeis has opened up opportunities for students,
said Bernadette Brooten, who holds the Kraft chair in Christian studies at
the suburban Boston school. She noted the many Jewish students taking her
courses on Christianity and non-Jewish students taking courses she teach-
es on Jewish subjects.

Brooten scholarship focused on the subject of slavery and sexual
exploitation dating back to ancient religious traditions. As the Boston
Globe was the first to point out, her field of study provides a troubling jux-
taposition with the charges facing Kraft, which came out of a police probe
of human trafficking allegations at several massage parlors in and around
Palm Beach, Florida.

Brooten told JTA that she was saddened by news
of the allegations against Kraft, which she noted
he has denied. (Kraft pleaded not guilty on
Monday to two charges.) Brooten said the Krafts
have been aware of her work and is grateful for
their support over decades.

For Brooten, the allegations and wider probe, in
which some 100 men were swept up, are not about
Kraft but rather raise the broader problem of
human trafficking.

“This is shedding light on forced sexual labor,”
an issue dating back to ancient history and one that
has been tolerated by religions, she observed.

“Slavery is all around us, in ways we aren’t
aware of,” she said, including at massage parlors
that may be around the corner or in the ways the
foods we consume are grown and brought to mar-
ket.

One welcome development, Brooten said, is
that authorities in the Florida case are not treating

the women as criminal prostitutes but as victims and providing them with
services.

The news of the allegations against Kraft were shocking to Jonathan
Sarna, the Joseph H. and Belle R. Braun Professor of American Jewish
History at Brandeis. Sarna has known the Kraft family going back decades.

“Robert Kraft is among the most admired Jewish leaders and philan-
thropists in Boston,” Sarna wrote in an email. “Many of us (including me)
knew his remarkable parents … knew his in-laws in Worcester, and knew
(and loved) his late wife, Myra. When I think of model Jewish leaders who
have given back to their community, I think of Robert Kraft.”

Sarna said it was important to keep in mind that Kraft is innocent until
proven guilty.

“My own sense is that we should let the story play out before passing
judgment,” he said.

Boston’s Jewish community stunned by allegations against Robert Kraft

U.S. news
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New England Patriots’ owner ROBERT KRAFT
charged with soliciting prostitution 

in a Florida massage parlor
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Joanne Seiff

Design and control: Having a plan

I
’ve never seen my sister-in-law’s house look
cluttered. Every piece of curated furniture
and even the magazines are placed just so. I

just couldn’t understand it – even though my
mother told me that she was raised this way
because her mother was an interior designer. My
brother joked that if he bought something new
home to their small DC townhouse, he had to
give something up. Even as they moved and their

family and lives grew complex? I always left their house feeling like mine
had about three times as much stuff in it as theirs did.

During family emergencies where I helped out, I saw that this approach
to home decorating wasn’t designed to make me feel badly about myself.
So why did the house seem so carefully manicured? It was a chance to con-
trol something and make order where there isn’t any. When one is an order-
ly soul and life feels chaotic, it’s only natural to want to control something
and make it do what you want. We can’t control politics or natural disas-
ters. Even our family members are all independent. We struggle with their
health and they do what they want whether or not it’s a problem for us.

This isn’t a Marie Kondo “spark joy” by cleaning article, although it may
seem that way. No, it’s about Exodus, at the beginning of chapter 38, where
Bezalel comes on the scene. Bezalel helps create the Tabernacle of the Tent
of Meeting, and the instructions, which were “drawn up by Moses’ bid-
ding” (Exodus 28:21), spell out exactly how it’s to look.

I’ve heard sermons and discussions about this portion of the text where
people say, “Why does the Torah spend so much time on these tiny details
of design and style?” Yes, design and artistry is pleasing – and perhaps a
hiddur mitzvah, or beautifying the way we fulfill a commandment.
However, for many, this seems to be extraneous and unnecessary.

Ever since getting to know my sister-in-law – who I love very much, by
the way, I saw this differently. Although I love aspects of design, I just lack
that gene that would enable me to keep my living space under such control.
It wasn’t in me…and it’s certainly not in my spouse, who is more disor-
derly than I am. (He insists that every pile of paper is deeply meaningful,
and I shouldn’t touch his filing system.) 

However, when we read about how the Tabernacle is created, it’s filled
with precision and detail. It’s something that the Israelites contribute to,
own and control – while in the midst of a wilderness, while wandering
around and wondering when they would actually get to their new home.
Perhaps it gives them a sense of security and purpose to create this during
a time of nomadism and chaos. Unlike the Golden Calf episode, it’s a scene
that’s calm and controlled.

Even while reading the specifics, there are surprises. Historically, women
and children did nearly all hand spinning of yarn. (There were no factories
for it. Every single yarn and thread for any garment was spun by hand, on

a spindle.) We can probably assume that all the carefully hand-dyed linen
yarn was provided by the Israelite women. Yet it’s Oholiab, mentioned by
name in Exodus 38:23, who is the man who is the carver, designer and
embroiderer of “blue, purple and crimson yarns and in fine linen.”

There it is again. We think we control all sorts of things in our environ-
ment and culture – like which gender does embroidery. We’re wrong. Many
of the assumptions we make about gender roles, for instance, came from
other historical times and periods. For example: Victorian notions of a
woman’s ‘higher spiritual nature’ for instance, have seeped into Judaism.
Our assumptions about what we wear or who does which kind of handi-
work also changes according to time period and culture. 

So why be specific or detailed about the building of the Tabernacle – or
for that matter, keep your living room perfectly organized? 

Some say that since the Shechinah (HaShem’s divine spirit) dwells in the
Tabernacle, it must be perfect and beautiful. Others argue that our homes
should also resemble the Tabernacle, because we each have bits of the Holy
Spark, the Divine, within. These are all wonderful aspirational and elevat-
ed ideas.

I’d argue something different. Our surprising world is busy and chaotic.
We can’t control family members, the government’s leaders, or the weath-
er. Every time we shovel snow, the plow comes by and moves it, or? – It
snows all over again. Maybe, that flower bed we planted last year didn’t
bloom the way we’d expected it to. Our daily lives are out of our control in
many ways, and this doesn’t account for disease, disaster, death, or vio-
lence.

So, we manipulate what we can control. My sister-in-law’s house is
always going to be tidier than mine. It’s a way she can control and order
things despite the entropy around her. My house may be untidy, but I’m
cooking, designing and knitting textiles in an endless attempt to keep peo-
ple fed, warm and help them feel loved. 

While writing this, my computer blinked. I lost a whole document. This
week, a friend’s child is struggling and self-harming. Another far away
friend concludes radiation and chemo treatments, and I don’t know how
she’s doing. My car might not start, my kids get sick at school…unpre-
dictability and difficulties abound. However, there’s comfort in routine and
details. When we read the Torah portion or do the same Jewish prayers or
rituals, we can offer ourselves that order, detail and precision. We can’t
control much…but we can control something. Gold smithing or gold dona-
tion, embroidery, carving, metal work, or clothing, each of us can choose
to create something orderly and beautiful, in acknowledgement of a higher
order. 

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community – From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish
Teaching Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Blume Lempl (1907-1999) is the best Yiddish writer you never herd of.
Born in Gallic, she moved to Paris in 1929. With her family she settled
in Brooklyn, New York in 1939 and became a writer of deep and sensi-
tive psychological short stories. In 2016 Ellen Cassedy and Yermiyahu
Ahron Taub translated her work under the title “Oedipus in Brooklyn and
Other Stories”. Lempl ‘s stories describe the traumatic lives of Jewish
women in Europe, America and Israel and are extremely insightful and
compassionate. She is a forgotten classic of Yiddish literature. 

Upcoming Radio Shows
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on Radio

Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On March 10th, Rochelle Zucker will host both segments.  She will be

featuring the newest CD by Israeli based Yiddish singer Vira Lozinsky. 
The March 17th show will celebrate the holiday of Purim. 
You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Students evacuated amid major flooding in
Jerusalem

Some 1,200 students were evacuated on Thursday from a southern
Jerusalem school due to flooding across an access road. 

The students left the school in groups and traveled in Jeeps due to
officials, saying it was unsafe for buses to be on campus.

No students were injured. All affected were cared for by police offi-
cers and teachers.

However, some of the Jeeps were “caught in the floodwaters, requir-
ing special rescues,”  The Times of Israel.

More than 5 inches of rainfall hit the Israeli capital, which having so
much stone and non-porous materials prevents absorption.

Heavy rainfall across Israel over the past few months means Israel has
broken a five-year drought that plagued the north, but the country’s
water woes are not yet over. During the summer, the Sea of Galilee
evaporates at the rate of a centimeter per day, meaning it will again dip
below the lower red line.

“This winter will end above the red line,” said Pinhas Green of the
Kinneret Authority. “There are large quantities of snow that are melting
and the winter isn’t over yet, and we can assume the Sea of Galilee will
rise by several dozens of centimeters. That’s definitely good news. 2018
was a very difficult year.”

Past winters have been less generous with the rain. Last summer, after
five years of dry winters, water tables in Israel’s north plunged to the
lowest level in at least 98 years, since scientists first began taking tak-
ing measurements in 1920.

Last year, northern Israel experienced one of the worst droughts in
100 years, leaving the country’s water tables with a deficit of 2.5 billion
cubic liters of water, compared to non-drought years.

That deficit is the equivalent of one million Olympic-size swimming
pools, water that would normally flow through Israel’s streams and
underground water tables toward the Sea of Galilee and other water
sources.

Northern Israel has currently exceeded normal rainfall for this period,
with most places in the north recording upwards of 130 percent of the
average rainfall.

The Water Authority has warned that while the rain is welcome, sci-
entists are still worried about the future.

A man is trapped amid floodwaters in the Arazim Valley, west of
Jerusalem, on Feb. 28, 2019. Credit: (February 28, 2019 / JNS) 
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per col-
umn inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

FREDA BRASS
It is with profound sad-

ness that we announce the
passing of Freda Brass in
the presence of her loving
family on January 3, 2019.

Her precious husband,
Issie, predeceased Freda in
March, 2016. They were
married for 66 years and
shared an inspirational re-
lationship of love, trust and

mutual respect. They were partners in their family
business, Brass’ Grocery, and partners in life.

Freda is survived by her loving and devoted children,
Hannah and Alan (Marion Silver). She never felt more
complete than with the arrival of her three grandchil-
dren, Lawrence, Rafi (Lee Reichman), and Shira (David
Plotkin) who adored their Babba. The grandchildren
cherished their time with her, which was filled with
laughter, love and admiration.

Freda was devoted to her late parents, Lazar and
Bessie Garber. She was predeceased by her brother,
Lawrence Garber (Marge) and sister, Esther Calof
(Roy). Mom enjoyed a warm relationship with the
extended Brass Family. She is survived by Esther
Gotfried (the late Bernie) and Norma Berlin (Don). She
was predeceased by Morris, Abe and Rose Brass. Freda
will be missed by her many nieces and nephews. She
also formed a close bond with Augie Braz, our dear
friend who became family.

Freda’s wit, intelligence, kindness and charm carried
throughout her entire life. She nurtured and supported
those around her. Her many volunteer activities, both
in the Jewish and broader communities, set a wonder-
ful example. Upon retiring, Freda achieved her lifelong
dream of earning a Bachelor of Arts degree in 1992
from the University of Winnipeg.

We express our gratitude to Mom’s nurses and
homecare workers for their wonderful care. We also
extend our heartfelt appreciation to Dr. D. M. Miller.

Freda was a remarkable person and will be deeply
missed. The funeral was held on January 6, 2019.
Donations in her memory can be made to the charity of
your choice.

ANN VICKAR
The family of Ann

Vickar, aged 90 years,
sadly announce her pass-
ing on February 4, 2019.

She leaves behind her
children, Sharon and
Marty Diamond, David
and Heather Vickar; sis-
ter Leah Gitlin; grandchil-
dren, Launi Diamond and
Bryan Rear, Jocelyn Dia-
mond and Mike Morton;
Misha and Toby; great-

grandson Madden; sisters-in-law, Eve Vickar and
Gnessie Vickar, and many nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her parents, Joseph and
Freda Freedman, husband Morris Vickar, sister Rose
Phillips and twin sister Eva Epstein.

 Ann was born in Melfort, Saskatchewan and lived
her early years in Nipawin before moving to Melfort
with husband Morris. In 1965, the family relocated to
Winnipeg. Her loving husband of 36 years passed
away far too soon in 1984 following a long battle with
cancer. Ann was by his side, as his partner and advocate
throughout the entire process.

 Known widely for her wonderful baking and cook-
ing, Ann was always one to host a wonderful feast for
family and friends. Her shortbread cookies and almond
florentine, as well as cheesecakes, were legendary.
Needless to say, homemade gefilte fish, komish bread,
corned beef and pickled tongue were family favourites.
Ann was a wonderful mother, whether feeding her
family with wonderful wholesome home cooking or
wise and timely advice, all blended with her fine sense
of humour. She was a whiz with numbers and book-
keeping and even in her later years, a computer tutor for
her friends.

She was an avid curler at the Maple Leaf Curling
Club as well as a golfer at Glendale. Her golfing
continued almost to the age of 80 years...the only one
in our family to score a “hole in one”! She was active
in Hadassah for many years and always a willing
volunteer to help out a good cause.

 Ann spent her final years, following a stroke, in the
Simkin Centre. The family would like to thank the staff
of the Simkin for all of their loving care during that
time. In addition, a huge thank you to the loving and
compassionate companions who not only cared for
Ann, but also became such good friends to her and the
entire family. Josey, Alicia, Clemens, Emma, Hazel,
Juliette, Lovely, Priscilla, you are wonderful.

Ann will be fondly remembered forever by her
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, as
well as her many friends and relatives. In her memory,
providing an act of kindness to others or contributions
in her memory to the Simkin Centre Foundation in
Winnipeg, would be greatly appreciated.

RABBI HAROLD E. (TZVI ELIMELECH) KARP
Rabbi Harold E. (Tzvi Elimelech) Karp, z”l, passed

away Thursday morning, Feb. 14, 2019.
He was born in Poland in 1932. He is one of the few

members of his family to have survived the Holocaust.
He had an incredible journey that took him as a child by
cattle train from Poland to Siberia in 1939, where he
lived for more than a year, then to Kazakhstan, and
finally to a displaced persons camp in 1947. From there
he went to Canada in 1947, where he attended St.
John’s High School and met his wife Esther, with
whom he celebrated 64 wonderful years of marriage.

 He was ordained by the Hebrew Theological Col-
lege and served as a pulpit rabbi of the Hyde Park
Hebrew Center for over 17 years.  He was also a
founding member of the Or Torah synagogue where he
also served a term as interim rabbi, with his colleagues,
Rabbi Shalom Cohen, z”l, and Rabbi Yehiel Poupko.

He graduated law school from DePaul University
and established a law firm where he practiced law for
over 50 years.

He was an active member of the Jewish community,
and in addition his synagogue participation, belonged
to Hapoel Hamizrachi as well as serving as legal
counsel for the CRC Chicago Rabbinical Council.

He is succeeded by his: dear wife Esther; brother
Irvin Karp; son Jeffery and his wife Lidia; daughter
Rachel Finkle,  her husband James, and their daughter
Zara; son Asher, his wife Cheryl, and their children
Hadassa, Adina, Yaakov and Ephraim; daughter
Melanie Lasry and her husband David, their four
children Ariel (and his wife Leivana, and their chil-
dren, Talia, Eliav and Hallel), Elie, Yoel and Nethanel.
He is also succeeded by his nephews and nieces:
Miriam Geller, Percy Golubchuk, Gary Karp, Michael
Karp, Marcy Rosch and Ellen Grady.

He was dearly loved and will be sorely missed.

RIVAN KENNETH HALPRIN
Beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-grand-

father, brother, cousin and friend. Ken passed away
peacefully on Monday, February 11, 2019, at the age of
91, at the Health Sciences Centre.

Ken was born in Winnipeg on August 5, 1927, the
same day and month as his mother. The eldest of three
children of Joseph, a lawyer, and Rae Halprin, a loving
homemaker. Ken married his wife Elyse Samuels on
January 17, 1951. Together they raised their children,
Susan, Tracey and David.

Ken proudly studied law and graduated in 1950 from
the University of Manitoba. He began work as a law
student at the firm of Andrews Andrews Thorvaldson
and Eggertson. After his articles he worked as Counsel
at Aronovitch & Leipsic with his father Joseph and
then joined the practice of law in partnership with his
father in 1951, and later with his brother Paul William.
His love of the law continued long after his retirement
from active practice in 2005 as he applied legal analy-
sis to analyze and solve life’s problems. Kenneth was
a lawyer for over 50 years.

Ken was an active pro-bono participant in the Mani-
toba Bar Association and other bar and community
activities including the incorporation of the Hebrew
Congregation of Winnipeg Beach. He was the co-
draftsman of a Special Act of the Manitoba Legislature
that created the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. Ken
served as a Director of the Foundation, and on the
Board of Governors and Audit Committee for many
years.

Ken was known for his love of gardening, reading
and music. Ken loved to cook sometimes to great
success and sometimes not so much. An avid athlete in
youth, he actively participated in skiing and cycling
throughout his life. The family enjoyed memorable
summers boating and entertaining at their lakefront
cottage in Boundary Park, Winnipeg Beach.

His children, and latterly his grandchildren remem-
ber with great fondness his innate curiosity. He loved
books and was a voracious reader, enjoyed fishing,
photography and the humour of a great joke or funny
limerick.

Ken and Elyse spent their winters in Florida from
1978, and made many dear friends there.

 Predeceased by his parents, younger brothers, Paul
(William) and Edward, and daughter Tracey, Ken is
survived and will be sorely missed by his loving wife
Elyse, of 68 years; his children, Susan (Bryan Klein) of
Winnipeg and David (Linda Redman) of Toronto; his
grandchildren, Baillie (Dan), Sarry (Scott), Julie (Alan)
and Emily; his great-grandchildren, Lyla and Asher, as
well as numerous nieces, nephews, cousins and many
close friends.

In lieu of flowers the family asks that memorials in
Kenneth’s memory be sent to The Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba, 123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg, MB
(Donation Line: 204-477-7525).

The funeral service was held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue on Wednesday, February 13, 2019 with
interment thereafter in the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.

Deadline for the
March 20 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, March 14



MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH  6

In loving memory of

MORRIS GUNN
who passed away

March 5, 1973
1st Day in Adar II, 5733

Forever in our hearts
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Always in our thoughts; Forever in our hearts
Loved and missed by your children - Audrey & Russell, grandsons,
great-grandsons, and family.

DAVID
POLLOCK
who passed away

April 10, 2000
5 Days in Nisan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

MILDRED
POLLOCK
who passed away
March 15, 1972

29 Days in Adar I

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MINDY
UNRODE-HABER

who passed away
March 13, 1986

2 Days in Adar II
Toronto, Ont.

Mindy our love, you are sadly
missed, for it is hard to let you go.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
but secret  tears, and loving
thoughts of you
Will be with us forever.
— Remembered always by
your daughter Lauren, sister
Diane,  niece Rachel and many
cousins.

33rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BARBARA
RIFKIN

who passed away
March 14, 2016

4 days in Adar II, 5776
— Very sadly missed by your
loving husband Saul, your
children Gerald and Martin,
and your precious grand-
children Jesse, Jada, Nicole,
Eric and Leonard, siblings
David and Sheila, nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUIS RUBIN
who passed away

March 8, 2016
29th of Adar I, 5776

—Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by his wife
Colette, his children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GERTRUDE
WEISS

who passed away
March 7, 1995

5th of Adar II, 5755
— A gentle, kind and beautiful
woman; sadly missed and
always loved by Francie and
Eric,  Beverley and Bryan and
all her grandchildren Abby,
Jill, Richard, Erin, Evan,
Michael & Lainie.

24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father & zaide

ZEEV "VOLVI"
WEISZNER

who passed away
March 8, 1997

29 Days in Adar I, 5757
Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered &
dearly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYBIL ROSE
ROSSMAN
who passed away
March 14, 1991

29 Days in Adar I
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Dale and Penny, grand-
daughter Robyn and great-
grandchildren Savanna and
Riley.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed and loved…always by
their children Julius and Marsha, Sheldon and Randy and
grandchildren Carrie, Robyn and Jay.

ETTA
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
March 19, 1996
29 Days in Adar

ISRAEL
DASHEFSKY

who passed away
April 12, 1983

29 Days in Nisan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MARCH  13
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC
SIMOVITCH

who passed away
March 16, 1992

12 Days in Adar II
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
With aches in our hearts
And tears in our eyes
We light the twenty-seventh candle
In your beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children
Sandra and Ean, Rhona and
Harvey, loving grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RICHARD
STILLWATER MD

who passed away
March 17, 2011

11 Days in Adar II
To remember you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

Documentary on Joseph
Pulitzer recalls another era of

president vs. the press

By TOM TUGEND
LOS ANGELES

(JTA) – It’s a story
that would not sound
too out of place in
2019: New York’s
leading newspaper
accuses the president
of the United States
of corruption and the
latter sues the paper’s
publisher for libel.
Striking back, the
publisher declares in
an editorial that his
newspaper “cannot
be muzzled.”

That confrontation actually happened in the
first decade of the 20th century, pitting President
Theodore Roosevelt against Joseph Pulitzer, a
Hungarian Jewish immigrant who had lifted The
World to the rank of most influential newspaper
in New York and the broader United States.

In one of his numerous crusades, Pulitzer
charged Roosevelt with orchestrating a $40 mil-
lion cover-up of corrupt practices in the building
of the Panama Canal. Roosevelt retaliated by
demanding, in an address to Congress, that the
government perform its “high national duty to
bring to justice the vilifier of the American peo-
ple.” Not cowed, Pulitzer proclaimed, “Our
republic and its press shall rise or fall together.”

After three years of legal battles, the U.S.
Supreme Court ruled for Pulitzer, arguing that
even the president was not above the law.

The encounter between the one-time penniless
immigrant and the most powerful man in
America is but one footnote in the film “Joseph
Pulitzer: Voice of the People,” which was sched-
uled to open March 1 in New York, a week later
in Los Angeles and afterward in other cities. The
documentary on the life of the man who found-
ed newspaper journalism’s most prestigious
prize and stood up to the most powerful forces
in the country could not come at a more relevant
time.

The movie is the latest of some 20 films,
mostly documentaries, by Oren Rudavsky. Half
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of those are on Jewish
themes, among them
“A Life Apart:
Hasidism in America”
and  “Colliding
Dreams,” which exam-
ines the history and
impact of Zionism.

Pulitzer was born in
1847 in Mako, a town
on the Hungarian side
of the border with
Romania, as one of
eight siblings. But
only he and one broth-
er lived to adulthood.

His first ambition
was to become a sol-
dier, and at 17 he
migrated to America
and immediately
enlisted in a German-
speaking unit of the
Union Army in the
final year of the Civil
War. Pulitzer’s first
postwar job was shov-
eling coal, but he soon
embarked on his jour-

Continued on page
29. See “Pulitzer”.

JOSEPH PULITZER
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Community news

Playwright/storyteller guides high school students in adapting 
folk tale for Winnipeg Jewish Theatre production

By MYRON LOVE

The Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s upcoming production of “Stone Soup”
– which will be playing at the Berney Theatre Sunday, March 17 at
noon and at 3:00 P.M. – is a new twist on an old folk tale.

The original “Stone Soup” – or at least one variation of it – tells the story
of two travelers who arrive at a small village seeking food.  When no one
is generous enough to help them, they go to a nearby river, put a large stone
in a pot of water and bring the water to a boil.  Curious villagers come
around to ask what they are cooking.  They tell each questioner that they
are making stone soup – but they just need a few more ingredients – some
carrots, potatoes, onions, etc.  Each villager is willing to throw in some
vegetables or other ingredients.  Soon enough, the visitors have a large veg-
etable soup – they have taken the stone out – which they gladly share with
the local people.

What is different about the WJT production, explains playwright/story-
teller Leigh Anne Kehler, is that it is more of a cultural soup. The partici-
pants in creating this stone soup have contributed their different under-
standings of Judaism.

The participants in the program are: Michelle Broitman, Doriel
Yurchenko, Lillian May, Hannah Schaeffer, Abby Cloney, Naomi Skladnik,
Klara Elbaze, Leah Noel, and Sofia Gil.

Originally from Altona in southern Manitoba, Kehler has been a per-
forming storyteller for more than 20 years. She has appeared nationally and
internationally at renowned festivals including the Toronto International
Storytelling Festival, the Yukon International Storytelling Festival, the
Winnipeg International Peace Storytelling Festival, The Winnipeg Folk
Festival and Children’s Festival, and the Regina Children’s Festival.  She
has also toured schools in Japan, Thailand, Norway and Denmark.  Kehler
has also performed in several professional theatrical productions.

The WJT’s version of “Stone Soup” is the joint creation of Kehler and the
theatre company’s Youth Theatre Program students (consisting of the afore-
mentioned students).  Karla Berbrayer is the educational co-ordinator.

Kehler and the students have been working on the production for several
weeks going back to January, when the WJT received a grant for the pro-
ject.  (Kehler notes that WJT artistic director Ari Weinberg put in an appli-
cation for the grant last spring.)

The play is about 15 minutes in length and is followed by a short film and
a discussion about personal connections to Judaism and what goes into a
cultural soup pot.

“The girls I worked with on this project are exceptional,” Kehler says.
“They were a joy to work with.”

There is no admission price for the two shows on the 17th.  “We expect
that the show will appeal to all ages,” Kehler says.  “We are hoping to have
a full house.”

After the Berney Theatre production, Kehler reports, she will be taking
the story on the road to Manitoba Middle Schools.

By MEACHELLE BELLAN
It was time to head to Sets on

Corydon for the quarterly
maintenance on my hair.
(roughly the same number of
times we take our dog to the
poodle parlor.)

When I walked in I was
immediately offered a cup of
coffee and not in a styrofoam
cup I might add. (No, I’m not a
princess, although my husband
may beg to differ) )

I  sat watching James Tse,
Sets’ owner and a master at
work; the outcome was gor-
geous. James  thinks that he
should call it the JT method. The technique is a form of of hair
weaving. The person sitting in the chair had hair that was quite thin.
I couldn’t believe the transformation and how beautiful she looked. 

James  is also talented with choosing the right cut and colour for
a customer’s face shape. The salon  also provides hair straightening
and is able to offer  a variety of products for different hair types. 

A visit would not be complete without learning where to find
some amazing music on the Net or to find out about a new medita-
tion idea or site. James and I have had many discussions regarding
meditation, for which I am a great proponent.  When I asked James
if he meditates daily he responded that he meditates all the time. 

So, if you’re looking for a great hair stylist who can do wonders
if you’re suffering from hair loss, why not talk to James at Sets?
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James at SETS on Corydon is a master at hair weaving

SETS’ owner JAMES TSE
with Meachelle
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Staying in the game

Sports

N
ot long ago, Jessica
Rosenbaum was a
pretty good hockey

player at the University of
Manitoba. She grew up in
Garden City and went off to
the University of Prince
Edward Island before return-
ing to Manitoba to play her

final two seasons of university hockey with the Bisons.

But when she graduated from the U of M and was
ready for the next step in life’s journey, she decided she
would do everything she could to stay in the game.

After all, when you’re a young university graduate
heading out into a long life in the working world, it’s
pretty important to do something you like doing. 

“Originally when I was in school, I was starting to
study marketing and I got quite involved in it and
thought, ‘What can I do that I’m passionate about that I
want to promote?” she explained. “Well, for me, that
was hockey. 

“Initially I was thinking the Jets, and luckily, I got a job with the Moose.
So, I was working in sales with the Moose and getting involved at that
level. And that led me to where I am now. But it was a conscious decision
to stay in the game. It’s a profession I knew really well and it was some-
thing I liked doing.”

Today, Mrs. Jessica Horton (yes, her husband’s name is Tim), is the Event
and Marketing Coordinator for the BellMTS Iceplex. Marketing major
events – and minor ones – at the busiest hockey venue in Manitoba can be
a daunting task, but Horton handles it with the same confidence and
aplomb that she handled the front of the net as a goal-scoring forward with
the Bisons.

She certainly loves what she does.
“I graduated in 2015 so this my fourth year in the job,” she explained. “I

think it’s been a good choice for me. I like what I’m doing so that’s great.
When you come to work, when you come to the rink, and you like what
you’re doing, that’s pretty great.”

It is interesting, however, that she offered to make the move from the

sales department of a professional hockey team
in order to take over the marketing duties for a
building that houses four hockey rinks and is
busy for 14 hours a day. 

Some might think it was a step back to go
from the Moose to the Moose’s practice rink,
but for Jessica, it was a wonderful opportunity.

“That was a decision to get more on the mar-
keting side,” she said candidly. “When I came
out here I was the event coordinator as well as
the marketing coordinator. I was in sales with
the Moose and this move gave me a better
opportunity to get involved in the marketing
side and learn more.”

Like so many female hockey players,
Rosenbaum started her career by playing
ringette. Then, in Grade 8, she made the switch.

“Yes, I started playing Ringette and played
until I was in Grade 8, at age 12 or 13,” she
said. “In my first year trying hockey, I played
both hockey and Ringette. In that one year,
playing both sports, I came to understand how

restrictive the rules were in Ringette and I just loved hockey so much more.
I also had more success with hockey. 

“I tried out that year for the AA Seven Oaks Raiders and made it in my
first year of Bantam. Then, we created the Titans, a team that is still around
today. I played Titans through Midget and that set me up to play at the
University of Prince Edward Island.” 

She played at UPEI for two years and then came home, red-shirted for a
year and then played for U of M. 

“It was different at home. The hockey was more serious than it was at
UPEI, but it was also different in the sense that I moved back home, moved
in with my parents and changed schools. And the school was quite differ-
ent. I knew a lot of the girls on the U of M team and that made it really fun,
but it was a lot more serious than I’d experienced at UPEI.”

Not surprisingly, Horton is still in the game in more ways than one. While
marketing a major hockey facility is her job, she also laces on the skates
and still plays on a couple of local amateur teams.

“I’m still in the game and I’m still playing the game,” she said with a
smile. “I play for Prairie Fire in the women’s senior league and I’m also the
team manager for our team in the Winnipeg Women’s Hockey League. We
play once or twice a week, usually and it’s a lot of fun and keeps me com-
petitive. 

“But I also play for my husband’s team in the adult league at Canlan,” she
added with a laugh. “When you’re married to Tim Horton, you’re going to
play hockey together. So, I’m still here and I’m still involved in hockey in
a lot of different ways.”

And if you knew Jessica Rosenbaum back in the days when she suited up
for the Bisons, you’d understand that she wouldn’t have it any other way.

By

SCOTT TAYLOR

JESSICA ROSENBAUM-HORTON
Event and Marketing Coordinator 

for the BellMTS Iceplex
Photo by Scott Taylor

nalistic career through a German-lan-
guage newspaper in St. Louis. On the
side he taught himself law and became
an investigative reporter.

In 1881 he struck out for himself and founded the St. Louis Post-
Dispatch, pledging to “oppose all frauds and shams,” and promoting a
writing style of short, snappy paragraphs.

For starters he published the names of all tax dodges in St. Louis — and
in those rugged days, he was not surprised when his managing editor shot
a critic of the newspaper.

Two years later Pulitzer had accumulated and borrowed enough money
to purchase the New York World for close to $400,000, proclaiming the
paper’s policy by observing “Accuracy is to a newspaper what virtue is to
a woman.”

Around the same time he married the beautiful Kate Davis, an
Episcopalian and distant relative of Jefferson Davis, the leader of the
Confederacy during the Civil War. The marriage of a member of the
Southern aristocracy to an immigrant Jew apparently was not considered as
scandalous as it would be in a later century, Rudavsky noted.

“There was relatively less anti-Semitism in America in the 1870s and
1880s, before the start of the Jewish mass immigration in subsequent
decades,” Rudavsky said.

Still, Pulitzer’s numerous political enemies and journalistic competitors
referred to the publisher as “Jewseph Pulitzer,” and caricatured him with a
huge hooked nose.

Pulitzer used the clout of his newspaper to bring the Statue of Liberty to
New York Harbor to defeat a proposal to charge pedestrians for walking
across the newly opened Brooklyn Bridge, as well as to acculturate the
waves of new Jewish and other immigrants to the new country. As a per-
manent legacy, he endowed the Columbia University School of Journalism
and the Pulitzer Prize.

During the run-up to the 1898 Spanish-American War, Pulitzer was
accused of resorting to “yellow journalism,” in competition with the war-
mongering Hearst papers. But Rudavsky cited as a more fitting epitaph the
appraisal of novelist and newsprint crusader Nicholson Baker, who judged
Pulitzer to be “the most original and creative mind in American journal-
ism.”

Pulitzer
(Continued from page 27.)

Poland institute files lawsuit against NBC’s Andrea
Mitchell over report conflating Poland with Nazis

By KATARZYNA MARKUSZ
WARSAW, Poland (JTA) — Polish Institute of National Remembrance

has filed a lawsuit against NBC journalist Andrea Mitchell, who, reporting
on the recent Middle East summit in Warsaw, who said that the Warsaw
Ghetto Uprising was against “the Polish and Nazi regime.”

Mitchell in Warsaw interviewed, among others, U.S. Vice President,
Mike Pence, who visited the Museum of the History of Polish Jews and the
monument to the Ghetto Heroes. In describing the visit, Mitchell told NBC
viewers that Jews from the Warsaw Ghetto fought against the “Polish and
Nazi regime.” She later apologized for her words on Twitter. However,
according to the Institute of National Remembrance, that is not enough.

“She provided untruthful information in a report that was followed by
millions of people around the world. We demand a correction on the tele-
vision, in a place where false information has been given,” said Institute
head Jaroslaw Szarek, in an interview with “Gosc Niedzielny” newspaper.

Last year, the Act on the Institute of National Remembrance was amend-
ed, which led to a crisis in relations between Israel and Poland. According
to the first version of the new law, “anyone who, in public and contrary to
the facts, imputes that the Polish Nation or the Polish State was responsi-
ble or co-responsible for the Nazi crimes committed by the Third Reich or
for other crimes against peace, humanity or war crimes, or otherwise gross-
ly diminishes the responsibility of the actual perpetrators of these crimes,”
were to be punished with a fine or imprisonment of up to 3 years. This was
later amended to change criminal charges to civil charges.



By BEN SALES
(JTA) — In the 1980s, Israel’s right and

left fought three fiercely close elections
over the direction of the country, splitting
the vote so evenly in one case that they
were forced to share powers.

Throughout it all, however, the Likud
and Labor parties agreed on one thing:
Rabbi Meir Kahane, the right-wing
extremist, was unfit to serve in Israel’s
parliament.

Kahane called for Arabs to be expelled
from Israel, and his Kach party had a his-
tory of harassing Israeli Arabs. Before
coming to Israel, Kahane was the leader
of the militant Jewish Defense League in
New York City. Kahane served time in
prison both in the United States and Israel.

When Kahane was elected to the Knesset in 1984, despite widespread
opposition, the other legislators responded by walking out of the parlia-
ment en masse whenever he rose to speak. American Jewish groups also
frequently spoke out against him.

“This dangerous phenomenon will pass because no public figure or mem-
ber of Knesset supports it,” Likud Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir once said
about Kahane, according to Haaretz. Shamir also called Kahane a “dan-
gerous character.”

More than three decades later, times appear to have changed: The current
Likud prime minister, Benjamin Netanyahu, has pushed for Kahane’s ide-
ological successors to run for Knesset. Fearing that Israel’s right wing will
lose power, Netanyahu orchestrated a merger between Jewish Home, a reli-
gious Zionist party, and Jewish Power, an extremist right-wing party led by
Kahane’s disciples. The merger will increase the united party’s chances of
gaining enough votes to enter Knesset.

It’s unclear whether any of Jewish Power’s candidates will win election
or what influence they might have if elected. But several major American
Jewish groups, as well as Israeli public figures, are opposing the move as
an endorsement of the extremism once rejected by previous Israeli govern-
ments.

“I never thought I would see this day,”
Yossi Klein Halevi, an American-Israeli
author who was a follower of Kahane in his
youth and now stridently opposes the ideolo-
gy, told i24 News. “Every society has its
fringe fanatics. But what Prime Minister
Netanyahu has done, because he’s desperate,
because he’s in an increasingly tight political
race, is open the door to evil.”

A chorus of centrist and liberal American
Jewish organizations have opposed the
merger. The Reform movement, the Anti-
Defamation League, the American Jewish
Committee and several other groups called
the encouragement of Jewish Power an unac-
ceptable condoning of extremism. Malcolm

Hoenlein, the executive vice chairman of the Conference of Presidents of
Major American Jewish Organizations, called the merger “very disturbing”
in an interview with the Associated Press. The statements did not appear to
be made on behalf of the conference itself.

“He obviously has some political calculation that drove him to it, but pol-
itics can’t dictate everything,” Hoenlein said, referring to Netanyahu. “You
have to take into consideration all of the ramifications and all of the con-
cerns.”

The American Israel Public Affairs Committee, the pro-Israel lobby, sec-
onded the American Jewish Committee’s condemnation and noted that it
has a policy of not meeting with Jewish Power. Centrist Jewish organiza-
tions, especially AIPAC, usually hesitate to criticize Israel on internal pol-
itics.

“The views of Otzma Yehudit are reprehensible,” read a statement by the
American Jewish Committee, a large, centrist pro-Israel group, using the
party’s Hebrew name. “They do not reflect the core values that are the very
foundation of the State of Israel.”

The statement went on to say: “Historically, the views of extremist par-
ties, reflecting the extreme left or the extreme right, have been firmly
rejected by mainstream parties, even if the electoral process of Israel’s
robust democracy has enabled their presence, however small, in the
Knesset.”

Neither the AJC statement nor AIPAC’s referred specifically to
Netanyahu or his deal with Jewish Power. A coalition of left-wing groups
were not as reticent.

“This week, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, keen to shore up his
electoral position, orchestrated the unification of the extreme right-wing
party Otzma Yehudit (‘Jewish Power’) with the National Union so that it
could enter the Knesset in a consoli-
dated right-wing bloc,” read a state-
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Rady JCC and The Jewish Post & News
Present People of the Book Club

Rembrandt Affair 

The Rady JCC and The Jewish Post & News are pleased to
invite everyone to the fifth installment of the People of the
Book: Jewish Book Club on Wednesday, March 27  7:30 pm
featuring the Rembrandt Affair by Daniel Silva.

Determined to sever his ties with the Office, Gabriel Allon has
retreated to the windswept cliffs of Cornwall with his beautiful
Venetian-born wife Chiara. But once again his seclusion is inter-
rupted by a visitor from his tangled past: the endearingly eccen-
tric London art dealer, Julian Isherwood. As usual, Isherwood
has a problem. And it is one only Gabriel can solve. 

Sharon Freed returns as facilitator for the Jewish Book Club.
She simply loves reading and her long career as an English and
Social Studies teacher at the Gray Academy gives her a unique
perspective. 

The program takes place at the Rady JCC.  Everyone is wel-
come to attend and refreshments will be provided.  Registration
is welcome but not required.  For more information, please con-
tact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com.

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book pro-
gram on Wednesday, April 17, at 7:30 pm featuring A Tale of
Love and Darkness by Amos Oz.

An extremist rabbi’s legacy is again haunting Israeli politics

Continued on opposite page.

The late Rabbi MEIR KAHANE
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ment by eight groups, including
the New Israel Fund, J Street, the

National Council of Jewish Women and the Reconstructionist movement.
“We are outraged that right-wing political parties and their leadership have
reversed course and opened the door for Kahanists to enter into the Israeli
political mainstream.”

No major right-wing Jewish groups have condemned the merger. The
National Council of Young Israel, a traditionalist Orthodox synagogue
association, defended Netanyahu’s actions. The council called out a past
instance when the Israeli left relied on votes from Arab-Israeli parties to
pass a peace deal.

“Prime Minister Netanyahu acted to get right-wing parties to merge in
order to meet the threshold necessary to secure a victory in the election,”
read a statement made  by Farley Weiss, President of the National Council
of Young Israel. “We understand what Prime Minister Netanyahu did, and
he did it to have ministers of the national religious and national union par-
ties in his coalition.”

Most American Jewish groups also opposed Kahane’s activities in the
United States and Israel in the 1960s, ’70s and ’80s. In the United States,
Kahane’s group militantly protested on behalf of Soviet Jews, including
bombing Soviet diplomatic missions in New York. After serving time in the
U.S. for violating probation after making a firebomb, Kahane moved to
Israel, where he went to prison for violating an order barring him from
entering the largely Palestinian city of Hebron.

Despite legislative efforts to ban his party, Kach, it won one seat in the
1984 Israeli elections — enough to get him into Knesset. He used the posi-
tion to advocate for expelling Arabs from Israel and otherwise disseminate
racist statements. He was condemned by parties across the spectrum, as
well as Israel’s Chief Rabbinate and American Jewish groups.

“There can be no hesitation, no ambiguity, no equivocation in voicing our
rejection and condemnation,” Marshall Grossman, a Jewish community
leader in Los Angeles, said in 1984. Kahane “violates both the letter and
the spirit of Israel’s declaration of independence, which accords freedom
and equality of citizenship to all people regardless of race and religion.”

Israeli government officials also tried to block Kahane with legal and leg-
islative tools. Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kollek proposed an anti-racism bill
to bar Kahane’s speeches. The Knesset House Committee removed
Kahane’s franking privileges, which allowed him to send mail for free. The
attorney general urged the Knesset to pass a resolution effectively barring
Kahane from Arab population centers. The police minister looked for ways
to prevent Kach rallies from taking place.

“I feel that this phenomenon is shameful, disgusting and dangerous,” the
attorney general, Yitzhak Zamir, told the Knesset in 1984. “A silence by the
Knesset, or taking no stand at all on the issue, could be interpreted as acqui-
escence to Kahane’s expressions and actions.”

Kahane’s defenders and critics of the Israeli right, meanwhile, said he
was only saying out loud what was unspoken in right-wing politics: that by
rejecting autonomy for Palestinians, the right had either to support the
expulsion of Arabs or commit to the permanent control of a restive popu-
lation. Speaking in New York City in 1984, Kahane said that “no Arab
wants to live in a Jewish state” and called expulsion a quid pro quo for the
mass expulsion of Jews from Arab countries following Israel’s indepen-
dence in 1948.

In 1988, Kahane was suspended from the Knesset for swearing at an Arab
member and waving a noose at him. That same year, with Kahane’s party
poised to win more than 10 seats in elections, it was banned from running
due to its racist platform — at the urging of Likud. Kahane was assassinat-
ed in New York in 1990, and two years later, the Israeli Supreme Court
barred successor parties from running.

But are the present-day parties run by Kahane’s followers the same?
Israel’s Central Elections Committee has said no — that they in fact can
run. In 2012, the committee rejected a petition to ban Power to Israel, a far-
right party led by Michael Ben-Ari, who leads this year’s Jewish Power.
And Ben-Ari did previously serve in the Knesset, from 2009 to 2013.

Regardless, Ben-Ari will only be elected this year if his party wins
enough votes to have five seats in Knesset. And if that happens, he will be
the lone representative of his ideology in the body — just like Kahane 35
years ago.

(Continued from opposite page.)
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