
whether any extra precautions have been put into
place at the campus as a result of heightened ten-
sions over ongoing threats made to JCCs in the
United States.

Martin issued this comment: “Campus administra-
tion, as well as leadership from the Jewish
Federation, Rady JCC and Gray Academy have been
in contact with law enforcement and intelligence
services who have assured us that there is no
Canadian connection to these events. We have
simultaneously taken the opportunity to review our
policies and procedures with front line staff to
ensure that our organizations are prepared to
respond should such threats happen locally.”

From JTA files On
Monday, February
20th, 11 Jewish com-

munity centers across the U.S. were evacuated
after bomb threats were called in – the fourth
wave of such threats in five weeks. The threats
turned out to be hoaxes but forced the evacua-
tion of many buildings.

As of the time of writing, the JCC
Association of North America has reported
that since Jan. 9, there have been 69 bomb
threat incidents at 54 JCCs in 27 states and one
Canadian province. All were hoaxes.

On Tuesday, February 21st, up to 200 head-
stones were overturned at a St. Louis-area
Jewish cemetery.

On Wednesday, February 22nd The national
offices of the Anti-Defamation League in New
York received a bomb threat from an anony-
mous caller. The same day a North Carolina
Jewish day school was evacuated after receiv-
ing a bomb threat.

In response to the flurry of bomb threats,
David Posner, director of strategic performance
at the JCC Association of America said on
February 21st: “Our centers have in place secu-
rity protocols to ensure the safety of the pro-
gram participants and facility visitors. All JCCs
have now received the all-clear from local law
enforcement and resumed regular operations,
with a heightened level of security.”

The threats to JCCs across America appear
to be coming from the same source. “It appears
to be the same serial caller” Paul Goldenberg,
director of the Secure Community Network,
told JTA. SCN is an affiliate of the Jewish
Federations of North America that advises
Jewish groups and institutions on security.

“The JCCs are very well-equipped to handle
this,” he said.

Goldenberg did not confirm where any of the
threats on February 20th occurred, saying they
took place across the country and that his
office “is monitoring the situation.”

Last week, President Donald Trump was
asked at a news conference about the wave of

JCC bomb threats and
what the govern-
ment’s response
would be to “an
uptick in anti-
Semitism.” Although
the reporter did not
suggest Trump was
anti-Semitic, the pres-
ident answered by
denying he is an anti-
Semite and called the
question “insulting.”

On February 22nd,
however, President
Trump began to
change his tune,
denouncing anti-
Semitism a day after
bomb threats to at
least 10 Jewish com-
munity centers across the country and a large-
scale cemetery vandalism in the St. Louis area.

Under pressure to condemn anti-Semitism in
the wake of what has been called an uptick in
incidents since he was elected, Trump told
MSNBC on Tuesday morning, “Anti-Semitism
is horrible and it’s going to stop, and it has to
stop.”

We asked Curtis Martin, executive director
of the Asper Jewish Community Campus,
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Flurry of threats made to 
Jewish Community Centres in U.S. 

has American Jews on edge

The St. Paul JCC - one of 54 JCCs across
the U.S. (along with one in Canada) to have
received bomb threats since January 9

CURTIS MARTIN
Executive Director,
Asper Campus:
“prepared to
respond should
such threats hap-
pen locally”
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Federal Government announcement of large effort to aid Yazidi refugees
welcome news for Winnipeggers involved in helping Yazidis 

By BERNIE BELLAN
After two years of lobbying on behalf

of beleaguered Yazidi refugees, the
efforts of several individuals and groups
based in Manitoba have now paid off, if
a recent announcement issued by
Citizenship and Immigration Canada on
February 21st is to be believed.

In the government announcement, it
was stated that “Canada plans to wel-
come approximately 1200 survivors of
Daesh this year, including vulnerable
Yazidi women and children and their
families…

”It is expected that nearly 400 govern-
ment-assisted refugees will have arrived
by February 22, 2017, which is 120 days”
after a motion supported unanimously  by
all parties in the House of Commons
called for Canada to provide a safe haven for
Yazidi women and girls victimized by ISIS.

The release went on to say that “In addition
to the 1200 government-assisted refugees
Canada will welcome, we are also facilitating
the private sponsorship of individuals who fall
within this vulnerable group. More Yazidi and
other survivors of Daesh will arrive in Canada
as privately sponsored refugees.”

Some members of the Jewish community in
Winnipeg have been actively involved in
helping Yazidi refugees. “Operation Ezra”,
which began in July 2015 and which came
about as the result of organizing efforts led by
Winnipeg Friends of Israel, has been success-
ful in bringing 35 Yazidis to Winnipeg so far,
including 11 who arrived just this past
Wednesday (February 22). 

According to Operation Ezra spokesperson
Michel Aziza (who has been tireless in his
efforts on behalf of Yazidi refugees), “six
more (refugees) from our 2016 applications
should arrive soon. We are now working on
another 14-20 for 2017.”

Aziza gave the following update as to Operation Ezra’s success to date:
“As of today, six families have arrived, with  a total of 35 people -  most-

ly children. Our seventh family was approved last November and consists
of six family members.”

Aziza went on to list Operation Ezra’s future plans: 
Bring in three more families “because we have the funds in place - a fam-

ily of eight, a family of two  (This family is being sponsored by the Kings
Fellowship Church), and a family of four . (This family is being sponsored
by JCFS and due to the generous donation of one family in the city.)

“To date,” Aziza noted, “we have raised just over $350,000, which essen-
tially takes care of all the needs for the 10 families listed above.”

Aziza further added that “Operation Ezra will continue its focus on the
privately sponsored families and we have also offered our help to the gov-
ernment and the city settlement agencies should there be any help required

with the government sponsored refugees that will come through the recent-
ly announced program.”

Yet, the wording of the release from Citizenship and Immigration Canada
was typically ambiguous enough in many respects, especially with the ref-
erence to “facilitate the private sponsorship of individuals who fall within
this vulnerable group.” 

I asked a spokesperson for CIC whether that meant those groups “will be
provided with financial aid”?

The answer I received was noncommittal and made no reference to finan-
cial aid, saying instead “Sponsors have been reaching out to us to identify
cases they are sponsoring who are vulnerable Yazidi women and children
and other survivors of Daesh who are outside Iraq and we are working to
facilitate the processing of these cases.”

The spokesperson for CIC later added that “We have reached out to the
Sponsorship Agreement Holder community to ask them to identify appli-
cations that are already in our system. We are working to prioritize cases
that are identified to us which involve survivors of Daesh who are also
Yazidi.

“If a new application were to be submitted today, for example, if the
sponsor flags the application to us, it would be prioritized as part of our
commitment in 2017 to welcome survivors of Daesh. 

“Sponsors need to understand that this will still take time. Scheduling
interviews and completing security and medical screening is challenging in
this environment and processing will take time.

In response to a question whether a good many of the refugees who will
now be coming will be relocated to Manitoba, the CIC spokesperson
answered that “Individuals resettled through this initiative are expected to
go to cities in Alberta, Manitoba, Ontario and possibly other provinces.”

I asked Michel Aziza whether his group has been contacted by anyone
from the government with regard to helping Operation Ezra financially.

Aziza responded: “Only to assist when and where need.” He did add
though that the “discussion is very much in process.”
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The Board of Directors of The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre 

wishes to extend its deepest sympathies 

to the family and friends of 

KEN KRONSON 

a member of our Board  

who passed away on February 6, 2017 
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Members of Yazidi families who had already arrived in Manitoba,
along with supporters from Operation Ezra, were on hand at the
Winnipeg Airport Feb. 22 to greet 11 new Yazidi refugees from two
more families. The total number helped to come here by Operation
Ezra now numbers 35, with over $350,000 raised by that organization.

McGill student leader who tweeted
“punch a Zionist today” resigns

B’nai Brith Canada: Igor Sadikov, the
McGill student politician whose tweet calling
to “punch a Zionist today” was first exposed
by B’nai Brith Canada, has resigned from his
post as a director of the Students’ Society of
McGill University (SSMU).

Sadikov remains a member of the SSMU’s
Legislative Council, but faces an impeach-
ment vote from that body on March 9, 2017.

In a statement released Feb. 23, Sadikov
blamed his resignation on “the interference of
the [McGill] administration,” who pressured
the SSMU into having Sadikov removed.
B’nai Brith had previously written to McGill Principal and Vice-
Chancellor Suzanne Fortier on Feb. 10, urging her to compel the SSMU
to take action against Sadikov.

“This is an important victory for Jewish and pro-Israel students and for
tolerance in general at McGill,” said Michael Mostyn, Chief Executive
Officer of B’nai Brith Canada.

“Principal Fortier should be applauded for her brave intervention in
defence of human rights at McGill,” added Alan Adele of Montreal, who
serves as National Chair of B’nai Brith’s League for Human Rights.
“Student associations are not above the law, and ought to face financial or
legal consequences when they misuse their power to oppress segments of
the student body that they claim to represent.”

IGOR SADIKOV

MICHEL AZIZA
“As of today, six families
have arrived, with  a total
of 35 people -  mostly chil-
dren. Our seventh family
was approved last
November and consists of
six family members.”

NAFIYA NASO
Yazidi spokesperson
grateful to Jewish com-
munity for staunch
support



6 years and counting, newcomers leading community into the future
A story was written by this reporter in the

Jewish Post & News back in 2010 about three
newcomers who possessed aspirations to lead
and thrive in their new home city of Winnipeg. 

Those three individuals - Regina Teplitsky,
Carlos Benesdra, and Javier Schwersensky – had
dreams and were willing and able to do whatev-
er work was needed to turn their dreams into
reality.

Here we are, less than seven years later, and they are no longer newcom-
ers. They are leaders who are now guiding our Jewish community and
beyond to higher heights. Following is a rundown of what each of the three
has accomplished since moving to Winnipeg:

Regina Teplitsky
Regina Teplitsky

made her way from
Russia to Israel
before deciding to
move with her fam-
ily to Canada.
Teplitsky herself
was born in Russia,
while her husband,
Evgeni Teplitsky, is
from  Ukraine.
Their daughter,
Alissya (9), was
born in Israel and
their son, Ben (6),
was born here.

The Teplitskys moved to Winnipeg in 2009 with the help of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg’s GrowWinnipeg initiative. 

Currently, Teplitsky feels she has found a place where she can really
make a difference – as the Combined Jewish Appeal’s (CJA) campaign
director at the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. Her role is to provide vision-
ary, strategic, and motivational leadership to the
general campaign and to the Women’s
Philanthropy team.

Of her and her family’s personal journey to
Winnipeg, Teplitsky said, “We’re one of the
thousands of Jewish families that made
Winnipeg their new home with the help of
GrowWinnipeg. We’re very grateful for all the
great services the community provided to wel-
come, support, and bring us on board as new
community members.”

Since Teplitsky first arrived in Winnipeg some
seven years ago, she has worked in various posi-
tions – from sponsored executive with the
United Way of Winnipeg, to executive director
of Camp Massad, working for Manitoba Start,
and piloting successful labour market projects
when working at the Alliance of Manitoba
Sector Council and the Canadian Manufacturers
& Exporters. 

“I believe people with a certain mindset can
succeed anywhere,” said Teplitsky. “However,
there’s something magical about our place
[Winnipeg]. I enjoy the nature of Manitoba –
fresh air, big backyards...but, more than any-
thing, I appreciate the peaceful and tolerant
nature of the people who live here.

“My dream is to see the collective impact of
what we do as individuals. I wish to live a mean-
ingful life, to be accomplished as a wife, moth-
er, and professional, and hopefully to change
people’s lives in positive ways.

“As a parent, I wish for my kids to be happy,
loved, independent, talented, and fulfilled. I
hope they’ll grow into this Jewish community
and have their own vision to ensure our commu-
nity remains strong, diverse, and relevant for the
coming generations.” 

Carlos Benesdra
One only needs to take a couple of steps

through the corridors of where Teplitsky works
to come across another then-newcomer who was
featured in the JP&N 2010 story - Carlos
Benesdra.

Benesdra (51) today works at the Jewish

Federation of
Winnipeg as the
Chief Financial
Officer.

Born in Argentina,
Benesdra moved to
Winnipeg along with
his wife, Silvana
Fux. The couple have
two kids, both born
in Winnipeg: Jeffrey
(12) and Ashley (9).

“We found that
moving to Canada
was a good opportu-
nity to begin a new
project and to raise a family in a completely different environment,” said
Benesdra. “The immigration process started in January of 2002 with our
exploratory visit. We landed in Winnipeg on May 6, 2003.

“Living a Jewish lifestyle was very important in our decision process.
That is why we tried to contact different communities all across Canada. It
was Evelyn Hecht at the JFW who called me over the phone and said, ‘Hi
Carlos. Are you Jewish? We’re here to help. You don’t need to hire a
lawyer.’ 

“From that moment, we received support from GrowWinnipeg.”
According to Benesdra, the efficiency and professionalism of the

GrowWinnipeg team made every aspect of the transition much easier. They
arranged a meeting with the immigration officer and meetings with local
professionals, availing advice on how to manage their professional lives
before arriving in Canada. 

Today, besides being CFO of the JFW, Benesdra also serves as CFO of
the Gray Academy of Jewish Education.

“The immigration process is not an easy one,” said Benesdra. “Canada
and Winnipeg in particular have an open arm attitude regarding newcom-
ers. The support received from the Jewish community through its different
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REGINA TEPLITSKY and family

CARLOS BENESDRA and family

Continued on page 11. See “Newcomers”.



The subject of immigration is dominating the news cycle these days
Whether it’s Donald Trump’s determination to

expel illegal immigrants, refugees crossing into
Canada, or the Canadian government’s recent
announcement that it will bring in 1200 Yazidi
refugees in 2017, all signs point to Canada as
being the ultimate destination for hundreds of
thousands of refugees this year.

Our own Jewish community has been very
much involved in facilitating the arrival of newcomers to Manitoba,
whether they might be Israelis longing to move here or Yazidis seeking a
safe destination free of the persecution they have been facing in their for-
mer Iraqi homeland.

Coming upon the heels of the federal government’s decision to expedite
the arrival of Yazidi refugees – primarily women and girls, according to the
government’s press release, two more Yazidi families arrived here on
Wednesday. It is primarily through the efforts of a small cohort of dedicat-
ed individuals operating under the banner of “Operation Ezra” that six
Yazidi families have been able to come to Manitoba (with another one on
the way and three more after that due to come soon).

On top of that though, it is the attention that has been brought to the
Yazidis’ plight as a result of the tireless lobbying of individuals such as
Nafiya Naso - who has been the subject of many stories in this paper, that
has been a prime factor in the government’s decision to take forceful action
on the Yazidi file. Providing Nafiya with critically important advice and
funding for two years now have been many members of our Jewish com-
munity here. Years from now, as the Yazidi community grows in numbers
here, their ties to the Jewish community will serve as a forceful reminder
of the altruistic nature of a good portion of our community.

Speaking of immigration though, for some time now I have been writing
about the massive influx of Israelis into Winnipeg in the past few years.
There is an element of denial surrounding this issue, however, especially
when it comes to the position of the Jewish Federation.

My attention once again was brought to the issue of Israelis coming here
en masse when a press release from Manitoba Liberal MLA Cindy
Lamoureaux arrived in our email inbox. (See story on page 21.) Once I
delved into the story further though, I realized that Lamoureaux was delib-
erately confusing the situation of immigrants wanting to come here to fill
vacant job positions with immigrants wanting to reunite with family mem-
bers. Lamoureaux told me that on a constant basis she has to deal with con-
stituents’ complaints about delays in having family members’ applications
under the Provincial Nominee Program processed.

But the Provincial Nominee Program is not at all concerned with family
reunification and Lamoureaux knows that full well. Granted, many immi-
grants who have arrived here would love to bring other family members
here as well, but the criteria set out in the program clearly stipulate that it
is skills and education that are the foremost factors in deciding who will be
allowed to come.

It is for that reason
that so many Israelis
have been able to come
here – and when we
speak of Israelis we’re
referring primarily to
Russian Israelis. For
instance, whether
they’re mechanics,
truck drivers or high
tech workers, Israelis
have been consistently
able to satisfy the
requirements of the
PNP. 

The question that has
been burning in my
mind, however, is how
many other Israelis
would love to come
here, given the chance?
The issue whether a
large number of Israelis
would like to leave
Israel is one that it
appears will not be dis-
cussed within Israeli
media itself, although
this past week it was
raised openly in an arti-
cle in the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency.

By coincidence, the article was about American novelist Jonathan Safran
Foer and was titled “Jonathan Safran Foer: My Israeli friends would like to
raise their kids elsewhere”. (For a review of Foer’s latest book, “Here I
Am”, see page 17.)

In the article Foer bemoans the increasing hold that Orthodox pro-settler
Jews have over all Israelis. Now, while the Israelis who have been coming
here have been coming for reasons of economic opportunity more than
anything else, I wonder how long it will be before we start to see other
Israelis wanting to come here for reasons that have to with getting away
from a polarized Israeli society where religious influences hold increased
dominance.

Yet, despite the evidence that Winnipeg has, strangely enough, become a
beacon for so many Israelis wanting to leave that country, my own experi-
ence in wanting to raise the issue is that many individuals would rather not
see it discussed. In a previous edition I printed a response from Elaine
Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation here, when I asked why the fed-
eration is providing active assistance to Israelis seeking to move to
Winnipeg? Goldstine said that the Federation does not discriminate among
Jewish individuals who might want to immigrate to Winnipeg.

“Really?” I thought to myself. As I noted then: “What ever happened to
the Zionist dream of all Jews making aliyah?” I guess that one has been
shelved for good.

But it’s not only our own federation that might be finding itself in a very
uncomfortable position when it comes to admitting that Winnipeg has
become a highly sought-after destination for Israelis seeking to leave that
country, it’s other Israeli media as well. A while back I sent a query to
Haaretz newspaper, asking whether it might be interested in my writing an
article about the large-scale immigration of Russian Israelis to Winnipeg.

That email was initially met with quite a positive response: “Your subject
is indeed fascinating”, I was told by the person who responded to me.
Subsequently, I sent a story to that individual. I received this reply:
“Thanks, Bernie. I would need to go through this, and shorten it a bit then
send it back to you. It might take a few days. Let me know if that’s OK.”

That’s the last I heard from that person. I’ve sent a couple of further
emails asking whether Haaretz still might be interested in using my story,
but I haven’t heard anything back at all. I also asked that same individual
whether my story touched a nerve that Haaretz would really rather not see
exposed. My thinking is that whoever took a look at my story would have
been so surprised at some of the facts about Israeli immigration to
Winnipeg that it was decided it might provide unnecessary encouragement
- and information, to other Israelis who might be interested in leaving
Israel. (As for other Israeli media that might be interested in running my
story, I’m not aware of any that are as open-minded as Haaretz to a piece
such as the one I wrote.)

The fact is, however, that many, many Israelis are interested in moving to
Winnipeg. I’ve noted before that there are two very popular sites on the
Internet that provide a wealth of information to Israelis interested in mov-
ing here. One is the Facebook page “Moving to Winnipeg”, which has 1668
members. The other is a website in Russian titled “Winnipeg.ru”. Still, I
rather doubt that Israeli media want to encourage Israelis to consider mov-
ing here by informing them of the various programs that exist to help them
do that, including ones operated by our own Jewish Federation.

I might be totally off-base in my thinking about the article I sent to
Haaretz; after all, I’m an editor myself and we often receive suggestions for
articles. I almost always respond to the sender, however – unless the sug-
gestion is coming from someone who’s trying to peddle something to a
wide number of publications at one time. In the Haaretz case though, what
began as an immediate positive response to my story suggestion has now
turned into an icy silence.

So, there you have it: a wide-ranging discussion of issues all centering
around the subject of immigration. I remember reading years ago that the
world was bound to see a burgeoning of refugees fleeing their countries as
a result of climate change. Perhaps that has happened in a roundabout way;
one of the reasons for the conflict in Syria was the drought that beset that
part of the world (including Israel) for a good portion of the past decade.
But the primary factor in the huge surge in refugees from so many parts of
the world has been war brought about either by radical Islamists or a battle
for resources, as in the Congo.

While Canada has opened its doors to many of the refugees seeking a safe
haven – and is now acting positively to help some of the most unfortunate
refugees anywhere, i.e. Yazidi women and girls, it is important to realize
that countless others would also like to move here. The issue of how many
immigrants will be able to come to Canada, specifically Manitoba, and
where they will come from, is bound to occupy an ever-increasing spot in
the news cycle.

Correction: In our last issue we incorrectly captioned a picture of two
men grappling in a Krav Maga demonstration at the Rady JCC as “Israeli
marital arts” instead of martial arts. Eagle eyed reader Eyal Kraut spotted
that mistake and asked whether “this is how Israelis do marriage?”
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Harvey Rosen’s tribute to the late Ken Kronson
Hi Bernie,
I don’t have Harvey Rosen’s email, but wanted to thank you both for the very nice arti-

cle on Ken Kronson and for giving it such prominent placement. A lot of people have read
it and all thought it was a great tribute to his life and legacy. 
Gayle Waxman
Executive Director
Rady Jewish Community Centre

Hello Harvey,
This is Sari Kronson. I just wanted to say thank you for the article you wrote about my

dad. I have come to realize in the past several days, just what an impact he made on pretty
much every person he encountered, and just how many people had a special place in their
hearts for him. I truly appreciate your lovely words, and know he will be missed terribly.

Thank you again.

Why did CIJA bypass Winnipeg?
On Sunday January 20th I joined with about 10 other members of Winnipeg’s roughly

12,000 member Jewish community for the Centre for Israeli and Jewish Affairs, CIJA,
Winnipeg “grassroots consultation”.

What surprised me more than the fact that the supposed voice of Canadian Jewry could
not get more than 10 people out to a consultation meeting was that I was not the only par-
ticipant who took issue with CIJA.

As a member of Independent Jewish Voices I was fully prepared to be a lone voice of dis-
sent to Canada’s most uncritical cheerleader for Israel. CIJA has dismissed IJV as being, at
best, a radical fringe element of Canada’s Jewish community, or at its worst, a front group
for non-Jews determined to see Israel wiped off the map. 

Yet despite CIJA’s contemptuous attitude towards IJV, it lacks the strength of its own con-
viction to engage with IJV to openly discuss and debate issues ranging from the Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions movement, to Israel’s expansion of illegal settlements, to the
blockade of Gaza, to the Jewish National Fund’s role in the eviction and bulldozing of
Palestinian villages to facilitate the building of Jewish settlements and parks. 

As the consultations progressed it became very clear that most in attendance were there
to express their dissatisfaction with CIJA. The meeting happened barely two weeks after a
rock with anti-semitic slurs on it was found on the porch of a Jewish family, so naturally
there were concerns raised about anti-semitism and safety. These issues were raised more
as a jurisdictional issue about who should be speaking on the issue and whether B’nai Brith
was exploiting this hate crime to further its own political agenda. Hate-crimes, as with all
crimes have been on the decline in Winnipeg.

What was most pressing for the participants was CIJA’s lack of accountability to the com-
munities who fund it. CIJA’s roughly $5M current budget gets approved by, and is funded
through the Jewish Federations of Canada, which in turn are funded by the various
Federations and Councils across the country.

Concern was also raised regarding CIJA’s lack of national representation. There is cur-
rently no Manitoba person sitting on CIJA’s Board. How can an organization which claims
to be national really function as a national body when, as expressed in the meeting, it is
really only beholden to a small group of influential people centered in Toronto, Montreal
and Vancouver?

And finally, questions were raised as to how the positions taken by CIJA are arrived at,
when it does not have representative input from across the country, and how can it legiti-
mately claim to be the voice of Jewish Canada, when, as was made painfully evident by the
embarrassingly low turn out at the Winnipeg consultation, very few Jews, in Winnipeg at
least, see CIJA as being relevant enough to engage with them.

At the conclusion of the consultation, CIJA local rep Shelley Faintuch thanked us for our
in-put and submitted the results to CIJA. But it appears as though CIJA is not at all inter-
ested in what Winnipeg had to say. A visit to their Grassroots Consultation webpage lists
all the priorities identified in all the cities across the country, except for Winnipeg. And
when you are asked to vote on what priorities CIJA should focus on, accountability, repre-
sentation and decision making are not listed. 

This deliberate decision by CIJA to completely ignore what took place in Winnipeg can
only lead to the CIJA’s further slide into insignificance for the majority, and solidify CIJA’s
place of infamy for those few who care enough to take notice. 

Harold Shuster

LETTERS

Hi Harvey, 
Excellent Ken Kronson tribute.  You captured the man when describing his looking after

his wife. That tells it all - a passionate man and showing love for family and community
He did more than chair a sports dinner for 40 years  In the process he created camaraderie

between the people managing the event. In many if not most cases that was their only
engagement with the Jewish community PLUS he did more to enhance relationships
between Jews and nonJews than most other programs.  He created and was an institution

A real Mentsch
Regards

Sidney Halpern
P.S. I hope that he is more than just remembered  with a moment of silence at a dinner by

doing something more positive - like having a weekly or monthly Ken Kronson lunch club
and designating a Ken Kronson Corner at The Rady. I leave it to you wise men.

Anti-Semitism finds a
home in Sweden, Norway

By MYRON LOVE
For any readers thinking of visiting Sweden or Norway

any time soon, Don’t!!
And I would hope that those few Jews who live in

Norway (under 1,500) or the much larger Jewish com-
munity in Sweden (about 20,000) are all considering
leaving.

What is happening in both Sweden and Norway
demonstrates clearly how thin is the dividing line
between being opposed to Israeli actions and outright
anti-Semitism.

In an article – entitled “Scandinavia: The West’s
Citadel of Anti-Semitism” - posted on the Gatestone
Institute website on February 17, Italian journalist Giulio
Meotti comments that “hate for Israel has become a real
obsession in Scandinavia. Despite the fact that Jews in
Norway are only 0.003 percent of the total population,”
he added, “Oslo (the home of the Oslo Accords) is now
world’s capital of European anti-Semitism.”

On January 12, Meotti reported, the Norwegian news-
paper Aftenposten published an article about Jared
Kushner, US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law and
his senior adviser, in which the newspaper referred to
Kushner as “The Jew Kushner” (for which it later apolo-
gized). That is language right out of the Middle Ages or
Nazi Germany.

“Norwegian newspapers are full of classic anti-Semitic
tropes,” Meotti wrote, citing, for example, a cartoon in
the largest newspaper, Verdens Gang, showing former
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Olmert’s feet as those of an
animal. In Aftenposten a rat is shown eating the Star of
David. Another daily, the leftist Dagbladet, published a
cartoon in which Palestinian terrorists leave an Israeli
prison with the Getherman motto of the Buchenwald
concentration camp: “Jedem Das Sein”.

During Israel’s war against Hezbollah in 2006, Meotti
noted, Aftenposten published an article by Jostein
Gaarder, Norway’s most famous writer, in which he
imagined the destruction of Israel. Gaarder, whose novel
Sophie’s World has been translated into 53 languages and
has sold millions of copies, justified the expulsion of
Israeli Jews from their land.

“We no longer recognize the State of Israel,” Meotti
quoted Gaarder as writing.

According to a poll, Meotti noted, more than 40% of
Norweigans are already boycotting Israeli products or are
in favor of doing so. A few weeks earlier, he noted, the
city council of Trondheim, Norway’s third-largest city,
passed a motion calling on its residents to boycott Israeli
goods. The city council in Tromso (population72,000)
approved a similar motion.

Recently, the Italian journalist pointed out, the
Norwegian National Theater opened its Festival in Oslo
with a video clip urging a boycott of the National Theater
of Israel, Habima, in Tel Aviv. Funded by the government
and aired at the festival, the clip shows an actress posing
as a spokesman for the National Theater and calling for a
boycott of the Israeli theater. Pia Maria Roll labelled
Israel a state “based on ethnic cleansing, racism, occupa-
tion and apartheid”.

A festival in Oslo also rejected a documentary, “The
Other Dreamers,” about the lives of disabled children,
simply because it was Israeli. “We support the academic
and cultural boycott of Israel,” Meotti quoted Ketil
Magnussen, the founder of the festival, as writing.

He further noted that no Norwegian university would
host Alan Dershowitz for a speaking tour about the
Middle East – and a proposal for an official academic
boycott against Israel was promoted by Norway’s
University of Trondheim.

“If approved, the boycott would have been the first of
its kind in a European university since the Nazi boycott
of Jewish professors,” Meotti pointed out.

He also noted that the Norwegian Ministry of Finance
has excluded Israeli companies, such as Africa Israel
Investments and Danya Cebus, from its Global Pension
Fund – and that the Norwegian trade union EL & IT,
which represents workers from the energy and telecom-
munications sectors, has Continued on next page.
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Myron Love

Publication of Minuk’s “History of Canada” a brother’s final gift

Sam Minuk is truly
an original – and his
n e w l y - p u b l i s h e d
Minuk’s History of
Canada: The Early
Years is a history
book like no other.
The 17-chapter-plus-
glossary soft cover
book consists of hun-
dreds of pages of
early Canadian histo-
ry told in an easy-to-
read fashion peppered
with Sam‘s own hand-
drawn illustrations
reflecting his own
unique sense of
humour.

Sadly, Sam Minuk
is in no condition to read his book or appreciate it. As his brother, Dr.
Gerald (Yosel) Minuk notes in the introduction to the book, Sam was diag-
nosed in 2012 – in his mid-60s - with Semantic Dementia, a progressive,
inevitability fatal disease that robs an individual of their ability to under-
stand or express themselves in words.

“At this writing,” Yosel continues, “Sam’s disease has reached a stage
where he can no longer recognize names
such as Humphrey Gilbert, Samuel De
Champlain or LaVerendrye. He no longer
recognizes the word Canada, and can
certainly no longer grasp the concept of a
textbook.”

It was Yosel who arranged to publish
the book as a tribute to his brother while
there still may be a spark of recognition.

My own relation with Sam Minuk goes
back to my university days. He was one
of my closest friends. For years, we
would talk to each other on the phone at
least once a week.

He was one of the most generous and
hospitable people I have ever known –
traits that were common to the entire
Minuk family on Machray Avenue. It
could be 1:30 AM on a Saturday and I
would get up to leave and Sam would
say, “Why are you leaving? It’s still
early. Help yourself to another cinnamon
bun.”

And I could always count on Sam to
hand deliver a liberally illustrated card
every year on my birthday.

To readers of this paper, Sam Minuk is
probably best known for his movie series
for seniors, which he presided over in
blocks of ten-week lectures at the
University of Winnipeg and the Rady
Centre for years. Watching old movies
was one of his passions. His series fea-
tured movies from the silent era and the
golden age of the studio system, along
with well-researched lectures pertaining
to the making of the movie or the actors
appearing in each feature film. He might
feature a series focusing on Humphrey
Bogart or Elizabeth Taylor or a theme
such as Jewish stars (“Movie Stars with
Stars of David”).

His home was full of movie posters,
books about movie stars, photos of
movie stars of yesteryear and many,
many movie DVDs/CDs.

His home was also full of animal pho-

tos, statues, stuffed creatures and real life pets. He had a large aquarium for
his fish, birds, always a dog or two and occasionally a cat and/or rabbit. 

As passionate as he was about movies, he was equally passionate about
animal life. When one of his (smaller) dogs was unable to use their hind
legs anymore, Sam devised a contraption on wheels to help his dog move
around and he used to carry his beloved pet up and down the stairs every
day.

Sam was the neighbourhood pet sitter. All of his neighbours knew to call
on Sam whenever they were going away on vacation and needed someone
to look after their pets.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Sam and Gerald Minuk in the succah at the
Sharon Home last year.

Sam and his horse Waggles

boycotted the Histadrut, Israel’s national labor
union.

Then there was the case of Evelyne Zeira, who
works at Hadassah Hospital in Jerusalem, who
asked a Norwegian researcher, Ingrid Harbitz, to
send her material to develop treatments for
Palestinian victims of thalessemia, a blood disease.
Harbitz’s answer was: “Due to the current situation
in the Middle East, I will not deliver material to
Israeli universities”.

The same views are prevalent in Sweden. In
2009, Sweden’s Aftonbladet ran a story about
Israeli soldiers harvesting organs from Palestinians.
The author of the story later admitted that he had no
actual proof, but had heard rumours.

Meotti noted that Dagens Nyheter, the most
sophisticated Swedish newspaper, published a vio-
lently anti-Semitic op-ed entitled, “It is allowed to
hate the Jews”, in which the historian Jan
Samuelson said that until Israel ceases to “occupy”
the territories, hatred for the Jewish State will be
justified.

And, after Donald Trump’s election, the same
newspaper, Meotti pointed out, ran an anti-Semitic
cartoon, in which the Israeli Prime minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and the US President-elect
were being carried by an Orthodox Jew, a Ku Klux
Klan member and a gun-carrying man branded with
the Israeli flag.

“The Nazi daily Der Stürmer could not have
drawn it better,” Meotti observed.

Recently, Meotti wrote, Swedish public television
broadcast “The Occupation of the American Mind”,
a conspiracy film about the “Israeli Lobby” sup-
posedly controlling in the United States.

A few days ago, Meotti reported, the Swedish
Parliament discussed a deal between Volvo and
some Israeli bus companies to provide armoured
buses. The  buses are used to carry Jewish school
children who live in Judea and Samaria and protect
them from Palestinian terrorist attacks. The chair-
man of Sweden’s parliamentary committee on for-

eign affairs, Kenneth Forslund, described the deal
as “a violation of international law”.

Meotti added that Sweden’s former Minister for
Housing and Urban Development, Mehmet Kaplan,
a Muslim of Turkish origin, took part in the so-
called “Freedom Flotilla” in 2010. He also com-
pared Israel to Nazism and called for the “liberation
of Jerusalem”.

The Education Minister, Gustav Fridolin, has
been arrested for protesting in front of the anti-ter-
rorism fence built by Israel in Judea and Samaria to
protect the lives of their citizens on the coastal
plain, massacred by suicide bombers.

So, what is happening here?
First of all, the most virulent expressions of anti-

Semitism come from Sweden and Norway’s grow-
ing Muslim population. 

Then there is the Norwegian and Swedish self
image as global humanitarian superpowers. Before
1967, Israel was a small embattled state, surround-
ed by bloodthirsty enemies, the classic underdog.
After the ’67 war, Israel’s image changed. Israel
became the “Western occupier” (the ultimate in evil
in the liberal mindset) and the Palestinians (who
were invisible under Jordanian occupation) the
plucky underdog, the Third World victims of
Western colonialism (who can do no wrong in the
liberal worldview).

The Palestinian propaganda in promoting a false
black and white narrative has been most successful,
it would seem, in Sweden and Norway (which has
a black record in regard to Jews throughout most of
its history).

Meotti points out that while the two countries are
viewed as “bastions of political correctness, cham-
pions of multiculturalism and, according to the
Global Peace Index, the most “peaceful” countries
in the world, they have a dark side: Israel-slander-
ing and anti-Semitism.

“These countries have seen the creation of a pub-
lic opinion according to which Israel is a merciless
enemy of humanity that ought to be dismantled
forthwith,” Meotti concludes.

Swedish and Norwegian boycotts, anyone?

Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page.
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Limmud preview
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Intermarriage Reality with Leslie Emery at
Winnipeg Limmud 2017

By RHONDA PREPES
On Sunday, March 5th at 9:00

a.m. at Winnipeg Limmud 2017,
Leslie Emery will describe what
it was like growing up in a fami-
ly with multiple faiths and how
she balances this in her own life.
She will attempt to dispel some
of the myths of intermarriage to
help pave the way to a more
inclusive Jewish community in
Winnipeg. 

She says that for her, growing
up with a Jewish mother and a
non-Jewish father was “normal”.
“I can’t imagine being brought up
any other way. I was told I was
Jewish because my mother was
Jewish. However, I was also
raised as a citizen of the world,”
she explains.

“We celebrate Jewish and non-
Jewish holidays because making
time to be together with family
and celebrating life is of the
utmost importance in my family.
Basically, family is more important than any kind of
religious, philosophical or ideological differences
between us.” 

How did her family find balance with diverse back-
grounds and beliefs? She answers,, “My aunties on
my dad’s side of the family have made Kosher for
Pesach desserts for many an Easter luncheon hosted
at my parent’s house, as a sign of understanding and
love. It’s really kind of beautiful.” 

Leslie is now married to a non-Jewish man and has
a young daughter. “She is being raised celebrating
every holiday, as I did, but with the knowledge of her
Jewish ancestors and traditions. She will learn to read
Hebrew and about the Jewish holidays. We light the
Chanukah candles together and spin the dreidel. We
also have a Christmas tree and open gifts on
Christmas morning. To us, the holidays are really

about making fun memories and
enjoying time together as a family.
Ultimately, my daughter will pick
her own path as we all do eventual-
ly.” 

Leslie is program director at
Congregation Shaarey Zedek and
leads family services with Chazzan
Mass. “Being Jewish is a way of
life, a history and a heritage that
has been preserved for thousands
of years,” she sates. “As soon as I
recognized that this wealth of his-
tory was kept for me and that I
could study this wisdom and hon-
our the memory of my ancestors in
this way, I felt a deep connection
that couldn’t be displaced. I want-
ed to play my part in preserving
that history and teaching it to sub-
sequent generations. 

When asked how we can make
our community more inclusive to
intermarried couples and their chil-
dren, Leslie says, “The first step is
dropping the term intermarriage

problem. Intermarriage is not a problem. In fact it is
only a problem if you have a problem with it.
Intermarriage is a reality.”

“So drop the label and stop treating us differently.
If only one part of a Jewish couple attends Shul, it
isn’t cause for exclamation, or commentary.
Intermarried families are just families. Welcome fam-
ilies like mine when we show up at social cultural
community events and honour the contribution of
both parents in raising their children.”

The Jewish community of Winnipeg is working in
this direction. “I am very moved at how the paradigm
has shifted since I began working at Congregation
Shaarey Zedek. I have had the opportunity to speak
and shed light on what it is like growing up in a fam-
ily like mine and instead of being met with any hos-
tility, I am met with open minds and hearts.” 

Then there was Sam, the beloved teacher.
After he earned his MA in History from
Waterloo University in 1974, he took him-
self off to England to launch his teaching
career. At that time in England, you didn’t
need a degree in Education to teach. Over
that summer, he put in 60 teaching applica-
tions. On the day before school started, he
was finally offered a term position teaching
at a school in London. He was able to pro-
cure a second term position in Liverpool.

The next year, he was hired to teach in
Luton (just a few miles north of London).
Much as he loved teaching in Luton, he
returned to Canada in the late 1970s to be
closer to his ailing father, Max. The rapport
he developed with his students in England
was such that for years after returning to
Canada, he exchanged letters and Christmas cards
with many of them.

Back in Winnipeg, as a teacher, he was undoubted-
ly best known for his years at I.L. Peretz School in
the school’s last years. Reflecting his dedication to
his students, he would spend hours marking papers
because each one received the personal Sam Minuk
touch – a lot of helpful commentary and humourous
cartoons to further emphasize the points he was try-
ing to make. His goal was to educate and point out
errors to the students without making them feel bad.

Sam actually wrote the manuscript for Minuk’s
History of Canada shortly after his university years,
but was unable to find a publisher. (This was at a time
before the Internet and desktop publishing.)

“I came across the
manuscript about 20
years after Sam had writ-
ten it,” Yosel says in his
foreword. “I was helping
Sam move some boxes
and files when I caught a
glimpse of the manu-
script. I started reading it
and I couldn’t put it
down. Never before had
I come across such an
interesting, exciting and
enjoyable account of the
birth of our nation.

“I knew this was a
privilege that had to be
shared with others.
Unfortunately, Canadian
publishers we

approached didn’t agree. We ended up shelving the
manuscript until now.”

Yosel printed 30 copies of the book, which he is
offering to readers for $55 each – with a percentage
going toward research into Semantic Dementia.

“Dementia has taken away so much that was
important to Sam,” Yosel writes. “Publishing this
book provides an opportunity to continue to educate
and enlighten others as the educator that he was.”

Readers who may want to purchase Minuk’s
History of Canada can call Mayer Zev Enterprises
Ltd at 204-987-1213. Yosel also hopes to have
McNally Robinson carry the book soon.

Continued from previous page.

LESLIE EMERY
“The first step is dropping the
term intermarriage problem.
Intermarriage is not a problem.
In fact it is only a problem if
you have a problem with it.
Intermarriage is a reality.”

Sam at his birthday party



Purim’s message of valuables and chaos
At this time of year, I see Purim as a huge

relief. Winter is getting long. I struggle with
believing spring will ever come. Will my house-
hold ever get beyond getting little kids into their
parkas and snow suits? Where is that lightheart-
ed place where we can just slip on shoes and sun
hats and go outside again? 

Purim gives us reasons to laugh, to upturn
social convention, and to have some fun. Maybe

we adults need a break from the serious world to enjoy some dress up,
yelling, and perhaps a drink to get us through. 

The news and its local repercussions have been so serious that I ration my
media consumption. Sometimes the refugee stories or the political drama
can overtake the basics: what I should make for dinner or a work deadline.
The growth of public hate, political discord, war and horrible homelessness
of the refugees is all-consuming. We need
the lighthearted distractions of Purim, even
if its messages are serious ones.

Lately, I’ve had to concentrate on the
basics. I focus on what makes life meaning-
ful for me and what I can do to help others.
I try to avoid getting sucked into things I can
do very little about – the news or con-
sumerism, for instance. This is a tall order.
However, if offering someone a meal is
important, or taking time to talk with a
friend, it seems crucial to me to do that,
even if it takes time away from working, missing the latest news update or
a special sale online (for clothes I didn’t need anyhow.)

Terumah, (Exodus 25:1-27:19) is the Torah portion for March 4th. It sum-
marizes the contradictions I’m mentioning. It’s about how the Israelites
donated valuables, gold, silver and copper, for the Tabernacle’s creation. It
has specific details for how to build the Ark, table and menorah. This por-
tion is both about how we interact with a limitless notion of the Divine and
how we invite G-d, and holiness, to live amongst us. It shows how people
in the desert, who literally were homeless, managed to create something
spectacular with their artistry. The Israelites found valuables to donate and
share to create holy space.

In a time of violent
turmoil, with
increased anti-
Semitism, we can get
sucked into over-
whelming negativity
and bemoan our fate.
Or, we can fight for
the positive, as the
Israelites did, by
donating and building
something valuable in
the wilderness. What
are the positive things
we can boost?

Well, we can cer-
tainly invest money
into something physi-
cal that offers a feel-
ing of fun and action,
as we do on Purim.
The new Rady pool
slide is a good exam-
ple. However, the
building of the
Tabernacle sought to
boost the community
differently–through
their Jewish religious
identity.

A recent newcomer
to Winnipeg pointed
out this week that he
is very concerned
with the basics. What
things do Jews tradi-
tionally need in a new
place? A Chevra
Kaddisha (to bury
people), a mikveh (for
ritual purposes), a
shul to gather and

pray in, a way to perform a bris, a way to comfortably keep kosher, and a
way to learn more about Judaism. (Schools of one kind or another that meet
multiple needs) 

These are essential pillars of traditional Jewish continuity. Some people
might say that they don’t value or no longer need these. Others will move
away or not move here in the first place if the community does not offer
them.

In returning to those “Jewish basics,” I wondered – how much of our
community valuables, i.e., our yearly donations/contributions, go to this
maintenance of the Jewish community? When was the last time it was easy
to buy fresh kosher meat in Winnipeg? How many Jewish youth groups or
religious schools are there here? Who funds them? What about an afford-
able way for a Jewish person to die and be buried here? How well-main-
tained are the Jewish buildings? Do congregations have the funds they need
to support daily Jewish tradition (not the pool, but the places we gather to

pray and learn)?
Research shows that many people deeply

value experiences over possessions. Having
a meaningful Jewish experience and identi-
ty takes work. We have to offer community
interactions and experiences that boost our
interaction with the holy. Our interactions
with others have to be positive, well-inten-
tioned ones that promote Jewish values.

Our society promotes what people have,
what they earn, and how they look. It’s hard
to remember what’s important: who people

are, what they believe, and how they act towards one another. However, in
times of crisis (as when Haman threatened the Jewish people’s’existence),
we remember that we have nothing without our loved ones. We leave this
world with nothing. At best, it’s a “break even” proposition. It’s easy, as the
Israelites were in Egypt, to become homeless wanderers. Why not invest in
the experience while we’re here?

What are the essential components of the community’s Jewish
“holy”spaces? How can we, the modern Israelites, offer up our valuables to
keep that experience alive? Is it all about money and where it goes? 

No, it’s not only about money. It’s also about how we use what we have.
It’s about showing up – to support a bris, school, funeral, or minyan. Our
community needs Jewish experience at its core…the materialism isn’t as
important. How can we offer time (or gold!) to make that happen? 

PS: The music I listened to while writing this was Phil Och’s “When I’m
gone.”

–Find a version on YouTube for a multi-media experience, I like the per-
formances by Ani DiFranco and Amy Crowe, but they are all good.

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s old columns? 

Joanne Seiff is the author of a new book – From the Inside Out:
Jewish Post Columns 2015-2016. This column collection is now avail-
able for digital download, or as a paperback from Amazon. See more
about her on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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Joanne Seiff

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Video surfaces of anti-Semitic imam
MONTREAL (JTA) – Montreal

police are investigating a three-year-
old video that shows an imam,
Sayyed al-Ghitaoui at a local mosque
calling on Allah to “destroy the
accursed Jews” and to kill them “one
by one.”The video, which went viral
after being released Feb. 8 onto social
media, appeared less than three weeks
after six Muslim worshippers were
gunned down in a Quebec City
mosque and Jews across Canada ral-
lied behind Muslims in a gesture of
support and solidarity.

“We condemn these explicit calls for the death of Jews in the strongest
possible terms,” Rabbi Reuben Poupko, co-chair of the Centre for Israel
and Jewish Affairs, told The Canadian Jewish News.

“We believe these declarations may be a violation of the criminal
code,” he said.

The mosque that hosted the imam was the Al-Andalous Islamic Centre
in the Montreal borough of St. Laurent, according to reports.

A spokesman for the center said the person speaking in the video was a
“volunteer” imam.

The center also issued a “clarification” that the imam’s comments were
made during Israel’s 2014 military incursion into Gaza.

But, if anything, “the attack on the Quebec City mosque should serve
as a reminder to all that there can be no ‘context’ in our democracy that
legitimizes calls for violence against any identifiable community,”
Poupko said. 

SAYYED AL-GHITAOUI
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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In a time of violent turmoil, with
increased anti-Semitism, we can get
sucked into overwhelming negativity

and bemoan our fate. Or, we can fight
for the positive, as the Israelites did, by

donating and building something 
valuable in the wilderness. 
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Community news

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Zvi Hershl Canar (1929-2009) was born in Poland and survived

several concentration camps. After the war he moved to Israel and
became a popular actor and mime. In the 1990s he started writing in
Yiddish about his war experiences. His four books are among the
most powerful masterpieces of Holocaust literature. Canar’s work is
not as known as it should be and I will in the next few weeks write
more about his work. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

New fund at University of
Manitoba to be directed toward 

Yiddish courses in Judaic Studies
By BERNIE BELLAN

As the  result of a new $10,000 gift
made to the Judaic Studies program at
the University of Manitoba, the teach-
ing of Yiddish and Yiddish culture is on
slightly stronger ground than it had
been.

In a release issued by Haskell
Greenfield, Coordinator for the Judaic
Studies program, it was announced that
“With the support of an anonymous
donor, who made a generous gift of
$10,000, the Yiddish Language and
Culture Teaching Endowment Fund at
the University of Manitoba will ensure
Judaic Studies remains part of the U of
M’s outstanding student experience,
and Yiddish culture and language con-
tinue to enrich our community for years
to come. “

The release went on
to note that “Our Judaic
Studies Program has a
long and respected his-
tory. In 1950, the
University of Manitoba
became the first
Canadian university to
create an academic
department dedicated to
the scholarly examina-
tion of Jewish civiliza-
tion, religious expres-
sion and traditions, and
cultural, social, and
political formations and
movements. In recent years, the program has reduced in scope, and
we’ve had to drop a number of degree options. However, in 2009, the
Faculty of Arts resolved to revive Judaic Studies at the U of M. We
hope that, with support from our community, the program will find
new life and continue to grow.”

In response to some questions emailed to Prof. Greenfield about the
current state of the Judaic Studies program and, more specifically,
Yiddish courses that are part of the program, Greenfield noted that
“There are a variety of students enrolled in the Yiddish culture and
language classes. The endowment is for the teaching of both, which
feed off each other. Only a few students take the Yiddish language
each year since it is a highly specialized language. But, larger num-
bers take the Yiddish culture classes (e.g. up to 20 each term).”

Yiddish courses at the U of M are currently being taught by JP&N
Yiddish columnist Itay Zutra.

In his release, Greenfield explained that “Interest generated from
the Yiddish Language and Culture Teaching Endowment Fund will be
used to support the annual need of Yiddish language and culture
courses in the Judaic Studies Program. Eventually, we hope that the
fund will grow sufficiently to support a full-time instructorship/pro-
fessorship.”

If you would like to contribute to the new Yiddish Language and
Culture Teaching Endowment Fund or for further information about
this fund or other forms of support, please contact Professor Haskel
J. Greenfield, Coordinator for Judaic Studies, University of Manitoba
at haskel.greenfield@umanitoba.ca or Linda Albanese, Judaic
Studies Program Administrative Assistant at linda.albanese@umani-
toba.ca or 204-474-9516. 

Prof. HASKELL
GREENFIELD
Coordinator for 

the Judaic Studies 
program

In 1950, the University of
Manitoba became the first

Canadian university to create
an academic department
dedicated to the scholarly

examination of Jewish
civilization, religious

expression and traditions,
and cultural, social, and
political formations and

movements.



Jaron Rykiss: Jewish YouTuber at Limmud 2017
By RHONDA PREPES

Jaron Rykiss will be sharing
his stories and tips about being a
JewTuber at Limmud Winnipeg
2017 on Sunday March 5, 2017
at 2:45 p.m. He will discuss how
being Jewish influences what he
creates and the issues that arise
from being openly Jewish
online. 

Jaron started creating videos
when he was seven. He explains,
“I started by making videos for
my family and found a genuine
love for it. When I look back at
those videos now, I think that
they were so bad, but at the time
I was extremely proud of them.
I’ve come a long way since then.
At 15, I now have a YouTube
channel with over 2500 sub-
scribers.” 

“I post videos that are songs, skits, short films or even just rants about
something bothering me. I mostly do humorous videos. I definitely have
my own opinions and doing the videos lets me share them. I have a cou-
ple of series that I do, as well. One is called “Jaron’s Corner” - basical-
ly me being an outlandishly rich and silly man. It lets me say things that
are absolutely crazy; things that I would never say as myself. Another
series I do is “How to be Your Favourite YouTuber”. In this series, I dis-
cuss the technology, film making style, and content of a famous YouTuber.” 

When asked how being Jewish influences his posts, Jaron replied, “I
always make a point of being open about my Judaism. I think it’s necessary
for a progressive and accessible society to always be honest about every-

thing. I’ve been a student at the
Gray Academy of Jewish
Education for 12 years, I go to
BB Camp Kenora and my
whole family is Jewish; it fol-
lows that Judaism is a huge
influence in my life.”

“Last year I made a short film
called “Nervous” about anxiety.
It examines what people get
nervous about and helps view-
ers try to control their nervous-
ness. It performed well at an
international competition. Also,
Shaw TV’s Tracy Koga came to
my house and interviewed me.
The interview and my film
were shown on Backstage 360
on Shaw TV.”

Jaron has also branched out
into creating music, his most
well-known song being
“Netflix Lover”. He just creat-
ed an Extended Play of rap
songs. 

Jaron recently played the lead
role in Gray Academy’s
Seussical the Musical which
played February 5th to 8th. He

plays the ukulele and drums. He is looking forward to being on LTP at BB
Camp Kenora this coming summer.

You can check Jaron out at www.youtube.com/Jaron or www.insta-
gram.com/jaron_rykiss or www.twitter.com/jaron_official. 
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Limmud preview

JARON RYKISS

Jaron as the lead in the Gray
Academy’s recent musical, “Seussical
the Musical”

The Rady Jewish Community Centre 
presents the Annual Community Pesach Seder

The Rady JCC is pleased to announce that the Annual Passover
Seder will take place at Congregation Etz Chaim.  We are thrilled that
Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen will be our special guest leaders for this
event.  Shayla and Kinzey are well-known for their talent, bringing
much pleasure to Winnipeg audiences for many years. 

The Seder will take place on Tuesday, April 11 at 6:00 pm at
Congregation Etz Chaim, 123 Matheson Ave. E.  Everyone is welcome
to attend this interactive Seder experience, which will be complete
with traditional songs, participation of children and adults, and special
treats for the young ones in attendance. Seder leaders Shayla Fink and
Kinsey Posen will bring an entertaining program of stories and song
for everyone to enjoy.

A delicious four-course meal will be prepared for everyone to enjoy.
Family tables can be arranged and vegetarian meals are available with
advance arrangements. Transportation is available for seniors. Don’t
delay in booking your tickets for this enjoyable and meaningful com-
munity event. 

This is the 18th year that the Rady JCC has spearheaded the Annual
Community Passover Seder allowing family and friends to celebrate
together.  It also provides a place where those who have nowhere to go
can celebrate Passover in a warm and joyous atmosphere.  Without
generous support from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
Congregation Etz Chaim, Congregation Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,
Jewish Child and Family Services and the National Jewish Outreach
program – Passover Across American, this program would not be pos-
sible. 

For further information and to purchase tickets 
please call 204-477-7510. 

SHAYLA FINK KINZEY POSEN
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Don’t Miss Final Weeks of Music
‘N’ Mavens, Rady JCC’s Premier

Concert and Lecture Series! 

The Rady JCC has been drawing record crowds to the city’s premier
winter daytime concert and lecture series. Producer Karla
Berbrayer‘s program entertains and stimulates with topical discus-
sions and music presented by Manitoba’s outstanding musicians. 

On Wednesday, March 2, Nicholas Krueger, Anna Schwartz,
Richard Zhang, with special guest Sheva Shwartz, will perform a
program of Beethoven, Bach, Dvorak, Liszt, Tchaikovsky, Saint-
Saens, Brahms, Bruch… and more! These Noted Docs are all students
of the Max Rady College of Medicine. 

PRZM features a quartet of trumpeters Shane Hicks, Andrew
Littleford, Matthew Walden and Richard Gillis, accompanied by
award- winning percussionist Scott Senior.  Their program of
Swingin’ the Blues on Tuesday March 7 is sure to have everyone toe
tapping.

On Thursday March 9, Tom Denton, member of the Order of
Manitoba, and first chair of the Manitoba Immigration Council, will
speak on Canada’s Choice: The Promise and Failings of
Immigration Policy. 

Tuesday, March 14, Keith Macpherson will sing A Tribute to
Harry Chapin & John Denver, accompanied by Jeff Doerr on piano.
For lovers of these two artists, this is music heaven!

Music ‘N’ Mavens will close the 2017 season with the Mayors of
Sambor on Thursday March 16. Featuring Schultz siblings, Myron,
Victor and Erica Schultz, the season will end on a freilach note. 

Transportation is available for a nominal fee, by advance registra-
tion.  Call 204 477 7510 for more information.  Attendance at Music
‘N’ Mavens is not a luxury- it is a necessity during Winnipeg’s winter
season!

Community news
organizations made things easier.

“We’re enjoying our lives while we see
our kids grow. We wish for them to grow in
a safe environment. We also hope they can

lead a social life by being active members of our Jewish community.
“We know that accomplishments happen only when you dream and work

hard for them. But, I don’t think that this could have been possible without
the community support.” 

Javier
Schwersensky
The last indi-

vidual featured
in the 2010 story
was Javier
Schwersensky,
who also hails
from Argentina.

Schwersensky
moved to
Winnipeg in
October 2001
with his then-
wife, Nora
Sobel. The cou-
ple is now
divorced, but
Sobel still lives
in Winnipeg,
working at Red River College.

“I have an 11-year old son, Joel,” said Schwersensky. “I live with Joel
and my cat, Spencer. My brother, Daniel, and his wife, Laila, moved to
Winnipeg a few years after I did. And, my parents landed in Winnipeg five
years ago. So, I have all my close family with me, which is just awesome.”

Today, Schwersensky is working as CEO of the Winnipeg Humane
Society (WHS), a role he has had since September 2015. He also teaches
online courses on social media for Herzing College.

“My hope is to continue contributing to Winnipeg’s vibrant non-profit
sector and to do as much as I can to pay it forward,” said Schwersensky. “I
also would like to make sure we continue to be an open, tolerant, and pro-
gressive society that’s accepting of all cultures.

“I also would like to somehow contribute to bridging the gap between
immigrants and our First Nations people. We’re privileged to have been
accepted into Treaty One Territory, yet I do not see a lot of interactions
happening. I was told a few years ago, by Lisa Meeches, when attending
the Leadership Winnipeg Program, ‘Befriend your aboriginal neighbours.’
I feel I need to do more of that.”

GrowWinnipeg
Dalia Szpiro, GrowWinnipeg director who

is originally from Uruguay, was herself
assisted by the program.

“I’m thankful to this community for
enabling our immigration to Canada through
the GrowWinnipeg initiative back in 2002,
and for welcoming us with open hearts,” said
Szpiro. “Very quickly we felt at home.

“In January 2003 I started working for the
immigration office of the Jewish Federation.
Every week, I have the opportunity to expe-
rience and admire wonderful and talented
people who are planning a move here, who
are in the process of recreating themselves.”

According to Szpiro, the local Jewish com-
munity has developed an international repu-
tation as a welcoming, vibrant community
and a desired destination for those consider-
ing relocation. The inflow of thousands of
newcomers from diverse countries since the
inception of the GrowWinnipeg strategy in 2001 has had a profound
impact on energizing the community.

The JFW’s purpose in developing the GrowWinnipeg strategy was to
highlight the advantages that the Winnipeg Jewish community offers,
including safety, employment opportunities, and a multicultural society in
which everyone has a place and to increase Manitoba’s Jewish population.

“The community is growing and revitalizing through this inflow of fam-
ilies together with the efforts of welcoming, supporting, guiding, and
engaging them,” said Szpiro. “It feels great to be part of this process and
to get to hear one amazing story after another.”

For more information, visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org/immigration or e-
mail Dalia Szpiro at dszpiro@jewishwinnipeg.org.

Newcomers
Continued from page 3.

JAVIER SCHWERSENSKY

DALIA SZPIRO



By BERNIE BELLAN
“Call me Ishmael” – or don’t. I’ve always

wanted to use those words at the beginning of
a story. In this case the story centres around
my lovely wife, Meachelle who, I believe is
the modern day embodiment of Captain Ahab.

Captain Ahab, as you probably already
know, had an obsession with finding and
killing the great white whale. In my wife’s
case – it has been hunting and buying the great
white bathing suit.

This obsession of hers has carried on for
years. She is as relentless in the pursuit as any
dogged hunter would be in corralling his or her
prey. No matter the effort required – when we are on holidays anywhere
warm, the hunt begins anew.

I’m not quite sure when Captain Meachelle’s pursuit of the great white
bathing suit began. All that I know is that one time, many years ago, in
some exotic clime (I think it was Playa de Carmen) – at the end of yet
another day of going in and out of stores without ever buying anything, my
wife had her eureka moment.

It was in a Zingara store, as I recall, where Meachelle found not one, but
amazingly, two bathing suits which she actually liked, and which fit. What
was even more amazing (for anyone who knows me) is that I agreed to buy
those two suits for her.

Meachelle does have a great figure (I won’t dare say for a woman her
age), and for the longest time those bathing suits were put to great use. 

But, as anyone who has ever bought a white bathing suit would know –

or should have known even before they
bought a bathing suit in that colour, white
isn’t the easiest colour to keep clean – espe-
cially when you’re also wearing one while
eating taco chips with salsa.

So it was though that when lovely
Meachelle and I made our way to Nuevo
Vallarta two weeks ago, I knew the long
delayed hunt would be resumed. No store
would be safe from my wife’s cruel gaze as
she eyed anything in any shop window that
looked the least like a bathing suit.

Puerto Vallarta is a big city – over 300,000
native inhabitants, and when you count the

tourists, it must grow to well over 400,000 at this time of year. You would
think then that the odds of finding a white bathing suit would be very good.

I don’t have to tell you that would be wrong (also a spoiler for this story).
Up and down the streets of the older part of Puerto Vallarta shopping dis-
trict Meachelle and I wandered. And she’s serious when she’s on the hunt.
Okay – we would stop for an occasional refreshment (she’s also got a
weakness for ice cream, while I, on the other hand, am totally disciplined).

How many times was Meachelle told that there is no demand for white
bathing suits? I don’t know, but when I went on Tripadvisor to try and find
as many highly recommended bathing suit shops as I could find and I
would phone each shop mentioned, my queries were often met with total
disdain. One call I made turned out to be to a bathing suit store that catered
exclusively to men. Puerto Vallarta has quite a large gay zone, by the way.
I didn’t ask them whether they had white bathing suits but when we hap-
pened to come across that very store during our hunt one day, I was quite
impressed with the falsies that you could buy for a man’s bathing suit. (Not
that there’s anything wrong with that, as George Castanza and Jerry
Seinfeld famously remarked during one episode of “Seinfeld”.)

One day someone else who was staying at our “casa” persuaded
Meachelle to go shopping with her. This woman had been coming to Puerto
Vallarta for years and she suggested that she would know where to take
Meachelle.

Later that day, when Meachelle returned from her expedition, she said
she had a surprise for me: a bathing suit – but not a white bathing suit. I
asked her whether she was now satisfied, but just like Captain Ahab, even
though others might have been prepared to give up the hunt once a rea-
sonable number of whales had been caught, Meachelle was not deterred
one bit from picking up once more on her pursuit.

She even chanced upon a white bathing suit in a Walmart that almost met
her standards. It was a one-piece (which is what she was looking for) and
it was the right style – but it wasn’t quite what she wanted and well, you
know: Walmart? What kind of quality could it be? (I’m really just kidding
about that. If truth be told Meachelle is one of the most parsimonious shop-
pers you’ll ever meet. She just has amazing taste – except, I guess, in
choosing husbands.)

Then, on our last day in downtown Puerto Vallarta, in a store that didn’t
even specialize in bathing suits – there it was: her quarry at last! One prob-
lem: it was size XL.

“You can shrink it,” I suggested to Meachelle. I should also explain that
Meachelle speaks a passable Spanish, so when she started to cross-exam-
ine the poor store clerk as to whether there couldn’t possibly be a smaller
size somewhere else in the store, the dialogue got pretty heated. 

There were other bathing suits that a lesser hunter than my wife would
have been willing to acquire – and perhaps bleach them. (That’s something
I would at least try. Hey, for $10 – which is what some of those suits cost,
what would you have to lose?)

But oh no, sad to say - this hunt ended in frustration. I had many other sug-
gestions for my wife – “Perhaps buy a used bathing suit on ebay,” I said. 

Or how about ordering from China? There isn’t anything you can’t buy
online from China – at least if you don’t mind waiting three months for it
to arrive.

Could it also be, I wondered, that the white bathing suit is such a rare
species nowadays that they’re all being kept under lock and key in some
bathing suit preserve, and only the fabulously wealthy are allowed to hunt
– and capture them.

There is no happy ending to this story, I have to admit – except that
Meachelle enjoyed the hunt so much she’s made me promise to return to
Puerto Vallarta next winter – this time for a much longer stay. I’ll have to
make sure that our expedition next year will be much better stocked. We’ll
need to draw quadrants on a detailed map of Puerto Vallarta so that we
don’t explore the same territory twice. Perhaps we can get in touch with
other hunters beforehand so that we can trade information about little
known stores that may be harbouring white bathing suits.

Either way I just hope that Meachelle doesn’t meet the same fate as
Captain Ahab and, if she ever were to finally close in on her quarry, find
out that she has now outgrown her current size and wouldn’t be caught
dead in a white bathing suit.
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Adventure

The hunt for the great white bathing suit
(with apologies to Herman Melville, author of “Moby Dick”)

An exasperated salesperson in Puerto Vallarta
looks on as Meachelle Bellan continues her hunt.
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9 things you didn’t know about Purim 
By JULIE WIENER 

(My Jewish Learning via JTA) – With costumes, spiels and lots of
drinking, Purim is one of Judaism’s most raucous holidays. You might
know about beautiful Esther thwarting evil Haman’s plans, the custom of
getting drunk and what hamantaschen are. But we’re guessing there’s a few
things about Purim, which this year starts at sundown March 11, that might
surprise you. 

1. Esther was a vegetarian (or at least a flexitarian). 
According to midrash,

while Queen Esther lived
in the court of King
Ahasuerus, she followed
a vegetarian diet consist-
ing largely of legumes so
that she would not break
the laws of kashrut
(dietary laws). For this
reason, there is a tradition
of eating beans and peas
on Purim. (After all,
you’ll need something
healthy after all the booze
and hamantaschen.) 

2. You’re supposed to find a go-between to deliver your mishloach
manot, the gift baskets traditionally exchanged with friends and fami-
ly on Purim. 

The verse in the Book
of Esther about
mishloach manot stipu-
lates that we should
send gifts to one anoth-
er, not just give gifts to
one another. As a result,
it’s better to send your
packets of goodies to a
friend via a messenger
than to just give them
outright. Anyone can act
as a go-between, so feel
free to recruit the postal service or even that nice guy in the elevator to help
you deliver your gifts. 

3. The Book of Esther is the only biblical book that does not include
God’s name. 

The Book of Esther also makes no references to the Temple, to prayer or
to Jewish practices such as kashrut [keeping
kosher]. 

4. Hamantaschen might have been designed to
symbolize Haman’s hat – or his ears or pock-
ets. Or something a little more womanly. 

Some say these cookies represent Haman’s
ears (the Hebrew name for them, “oznei
Haman,” means just this), and refer to a custom
of cutting off a criminal’s ears before his execu-
tion. Another theory is that the three corners rep-
resent the three patriarchs whose power weak-
ened Haman and gave strength to Esther to save
the Jews. 

Yet another theory: Because the German word
tasche means “pouch” or “pocket,” the cookies
could signify Haman’s pockets and the money he
offered the king for permission to kill the Jews.
Finally, in recent years, some feminists have sug-
gested the cookies, which after all are not dis-
similar in appearance to female reproductive
parts, were meant to be fertility symbols. 

5. In 1945, a group of American soldiers held belated Purim services
inside Nazi propagandist Joseph Goebbels’ confiscated castle. 

According to JTA coverage at the time, the Jewish chaplain “carefully
arranged the candles over a swastika-bedecked bookcase in Goebbels’
main dining room,” and Jewish soldiers explained to their Christian com-
rades in attendance “about Haman and why it was so fitting that Purim ser-
vices should be held in a castle belonging to Goebbels.” 

6. The Book of Esther, which many scholars theorize is fictional, may
be an adaptation of a Babylonian story. 

Some scholars argue that the Book of Esther adapted stories about these
pagan gods – Marduk becoming Mordechai and Ishtar transformed to
Esther – to reflect the realities of its own Jewish authors in exile 

7. The Jewish calendar has a regular leap year with two months of
Adar (but only one Purim, which falls during the second Adar). 

To ensure that the holidays remain in their mandated seasons, the Jewish
calendar was ingeniously adjusted to accommodate the 11-day difference
between the lunar and solar years. In the fourth century C.E., Hillel sched-
uled an extra month at the end of the biblical year, as necessary. The bibli-
cal year begins in spring with Nissan (Exodus 12: 1-2) and ends with Adar.
Hillel, in conjunction with the Sanhedrin (Jewish supreme court), chose to
repeat Adar (Adar I and Adar II) every third, sixth, eighth, 11th, 14th, 17th
and 19th year over a 19-year period. 

8. Purim is celebrated one day later inside walled cities than it is every-
where else. 

The Book of Esther differentiates between Jews who lived and fought
their enemies for two days within the walled capital city of Shushan and
those who lived in unwalled towns, where only one day was needed to sub-
due the enemy. The rabbis determined we should make that same distinction
when memorializing the event. Accordingly, if a person lives in a city that
has been walled since the days of Joshua (circa 1250 BCE), as Shushan was,
Purim is celebrated on the 15th of Adar, a day referred to as Shushan Purim. 

9. Just after the 1991 Gulf War, Israel’s most popular Purim costume
was of the Israeli army spokesman whose face appeared on TV every
time a Scud missile alert sounded – and people snacked on
“Saddamtaschen” instead of hamantaschen. 

Spokesman Nachman Shai’s “reassuring tones earned him the sobriquet
‘National Valium,’” while Israel was being pelted with Iraqi missiles,
according to a JTA report at the time. That year, while many costume-mak-
ers avoided the temptation to make Saddam Hussein costumes (it would be
like a Hitler costume, one vendor told JTA), bakeries hawked
“Saddamtashen,” which “look and taste exactly like hamantaschen.” 

(Julie Wiener is managing editor of My Jewish Learning.) 
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By HOLLY HARRIS 
Four short years ago,

Winnipeg-based lyric
colouratura soprano Lara
Secord-Haid, 28, had just
graduated from New York
City’s prestigious The
Juilliard School, a song in
her heart as she embarked on
establishing an international
opera career. 

Fast forward to now, and
the rising star has become a
singer of note, with future
performances planned for
Austria, Russia and Korea,
in addition to a rigorous, 15-
city tour of China completed
last October, and her second
role with Manitoba Opera
slated for this spring. 

“Obviously, these are
incredible opportunities that
I didn’t have until very
recently, so it’s pretty spe-
cial,” the gracious singer, and only child of Winnipeg entrepre-
neur/philanthropist Elba Haid - with Lara’s name inspired by her
mother’s own legendary great-grandmother, Laura Secord - and late
architect Marshall Haid, says over tea. “I’ve had some time off between
each project to prepare and get a few roles under my belt, which I’m so
grateful for. I’m ready for all these great things that are happening.” 

A graduate of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, Secord-Haid began voice
lessons at age 12 with (then) Manitoba Conservatory of Music and Arts’
Diane Berger. Her innate musical talent and crystal-clear voice quickly
earned recognition and accolades, including the 2005 Silver Medal for her
Royal Conservatory of Music Grade
Seven singing exam, as well as the
Winnipeg Music Festival’s Alma Wynn
Memorial Trophy the following year. 

She graduated from Boston’s New
England Conservatory of Music in 2011,
where she studied with Lorraine Nubar,
before furthering her vocal training with
Saskatoon-born coach Edith Wiens at
Juilliard, where she graduated with a
Master of Music degree in 2013. 

One of her recent successes includes
garnering First Prize for Canadian
singers, chosen out of 18 North American
finalists at the 46th annual George London Foundation Awards competition
held this month in New York City. Named for its Jewish, Montreal-born
founder George London - hence, a special prize given to a Canadian each
year – and founded by his devoted wife Nora, the notable win promises to
open even more doors for the gifted artist, in addition to a career-boosting
cash prize of $10K (USD). 

“I certainly didn’t expect it. It was a thrilling surprise, but I feel so hon-
oured to be a recipient of this prestigious award, and I’m hugely grateful to

Nora London for her tireless
work in the name of her late
husband’s tremendous lega-
cy,” Secord-Haid states elo-
quently. 

She was also named a lau-
reate of the 2015 Jeune
Ambassadeur Lyrique (JAL)
national audition hosted by
Montreal’s Théâtre
Lyrichorégra 20, that led to a
solo concert performance in
the creative arts hub of San
Miguel, Mexico last January,
as well as her Chinese fall
tour. The annual competi-
tion, founded in 1976 by
tenor Alain Nonat, offers
international training pro-
grams and performance
opportunities for emerging
Canadian opera singers age
18-35, who are able to gain
invaluable experience and
cut their musical teeth both
here and abroad. 

“It was intense! We trav-
elled every day by plane and

performed 21 concerts over four weeks, and often five shows back to back
without a day off,” Secord-Haid recounts of her whirlwind Asian tour - and
first time to China - where she performed works by Verdi, Bellini,
Donizetti, Mozart, Gounod, Offenbach, Delibes, joined by mezzo-soprano
Kristin Hoff, baritone Pablo Aranday and pianist Jérémie Pelletier. “But
artistically it was incredibly rewarding, including getting to share music
with these very enthusiastic audiences that were often composed of chil-
dren.” 

The experience also impacted her in other
ways. Immediately following her four-week
Chinese tour, Secord-Haid flew directly to
Montreal to perform in this year’s JAL compe-
tition. Facing gruelling pressure of performing
four high-profile concerts for a panel of 15
European and North American directors,
Secord-Haid’s topsy-turvy jet-lag resulting
from a 12-hour time zone difference, plus sheer
physical exhaustion from the tour itself forced
her to be completely in the moment, without
being able to succumb to any natural stage
fright. She simply felt too fatigued to experi-

ence performance jitters and sang with utter freedom, her two-plus octave
voice soaring to new heights. 

It did the trick. Once again, Secord-Haid achieved first place standing
with her three prize package bursaries including future engagements with
Austrian opera company Landestheater Linz, concert recitals at the Jeonju
International Sori Festival in Korea, and potentially a multi-city tour of
Russia, with details still being hammered out. 

“The whole week of the competition, I was a total zombie,” Secord-Haid
recalls with a laugh. “But the interesting thing
about that is that it forces you to just accept,
‘This is what I have today.’ There was no time to
think back on a particular performance; you had
to just focus on the next one and make sure the
words were on the tip of your tongue. I didn’t
have energy to over-analyze my performance - I
just did it.” 

Berger sings praises for Secord-Haid, who
began studying with her revered mentor as she
prepared for her Bat Mitzvah at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, and still works with her whenever
she’s in town. 

“I can’t even think of the words,” the veteran
vocal coach enthuses when asked how proud she
is of her protégé. “Lara is just so amazing, but as
a person too. She’s just so lovely and thoughtful
and caring. That all comes out in her music, as
well. She’s so genuine. And Lara is really hitting
her stride with all these successes.” 

Secord-Haid performed her first major role in
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Lara Secord-Haid’s career in opera continues to blossom

LARA SECORD-HAID
Lara is actually the great-great-

grandchild of the legendary 
Laura Secord!

LARA with ALAIN NONAT, General
Director of the Young Ambassadors Lyricques

Continued on next page.

“It was intense! We travelled every day
by plane and performed 21 concerts

over four weeks, and often five shows
back to back without a day off. But

artistically it was incredibly rewarding,
including getting to share music with
these very enthusiastic audiences that

were often composed of children.”
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August 2013 as “Donna Elvira”
during The Banff Centre/

Vancouver Opera’s co-production of Mozart’s Don Giovanni, a propos
her effervescent portrayal of “Giulia” in Juilliard Opera’s 2012 produc-
tion of La Scala di Seta, lauded by The New York Times for its “flinty acu-
ity.” She marked her MO debut as “Marzelline” during its 2014 produc-
tion of Beethoven’s Fidelio, wowing audiences with her charismatic
stage presence and compelling vocals. 

She’ll next be appearing as “Sophie” during MO’s upcoming Werther
that opens April 29th at the Centennial Concert Hall. She plays younger
sister to Jewish Canadian mezzo-soprano Lauren Segal’s “Charlotte,”
who also performed in the company’s season-opener of Verdi’s
“Falstaff.” 

“Sophie is just starting to see the world with the tint of adult eyes,”
Secord-Haid reveals of her youthful character, who helps takes care of
her siblings after losing their mother. “And Massenet’s music is just deli-
cious. There are certain sections of “Werther” that are among my
favourite moments in opera.”

MO General Director and CEO Larry Desrochers has had his eye on the
soprano for the last several years. “I think she’ll do really well as Sophie.
She has a girlish quality that’s just right for the character, and we are
delighted to have her in the company,” he states in an email. “This is
another good opportunity for Lara to continue her growth as an artist,
build her stage experience and continue to develop her craft.” 

The opera world can be notoriously fickle, demanding that its dedicat-
ed artists develop rawhide-thick skins, while paradoxically expressing
the most vulnerable frailties of the human condition. In addition to nur-
turing super-human voices able to project over an entire orchestra,
singers must equally hone all-important life skills to stay grounded, and
weather whatever storms may come their way. 

A dedicated yoga practitioner for the past nine years, Secord-Haid com-
pleted an intensive four-week teacher training at a local yoga studio last
summer. She is now a certified Ashtanga yoga instructor, meditates reg-
ularly, as well as practices her poses daily. She also relishes spending
quality fur time with her floppy-eared rabbit Savanah, which  she adopt-
ed in the Big Apple, as well as cooking gourmet meals whenever possi-
ble. Her even deeper commitment to her craft, insight, and unwavering
focus is palpable since I last interviewed her for the Jewish Post and
News in March 2013. 

“I think the transition from student to artist is very important, because
in school we’re always trying to be correct, and sing our arias in the
‘right’ way,” Secord-Haid muses on her own artistic trajectory and bur-
geoning opera career – thus far. “It took me a long time to realize that
there’s no one correct approach, which ultimately becomes freeing, but
also more difficult as it demands that you ‘interpret,’ rather trying to find
‘the answer.’ There just isn’t one,” she adds. “That’s been the biggest
shift for me; trying to honour my work and figuring out what my inter-
pretation sounds like. I’m now taking ownership of my art.” 

Holly Harris has been a classical music/opera/dance critic and colum-
nist for the Winnipeg Free Press since 2004, and is a contributing writer
for Opera Canada, among others. 

Continued from previous page.

Temple Shalom – A welcome to all
It’s been an enjoyable week here as we’ve had the annual pre-Spring thaw. I love

it but felt sympathy for my dogs as they scrambled to avoid the very cold puddles of
water we encountered everywhere we went. Now we’re back to normal, below freez-
ing weather, making it easier to get around but it’s still important to navigate care-
fully over the ice.

This is somewhat like moving through the world lately – one needs to be alert to
what’s ahead, while maintaining an even demeanor in day to day conversations about
politics, religion, and what is in the best interests of people here and everywhere.

At Temple Shalom we are immersed in the tasks of maintaining daily activities and
also in long-term planning, that are part of our congregation’s commitment to the
spiritual aspects of Judaism and to connections that advance contemporary and inclu-
sive Jewish life. 

We are certainly looking forward to this year’s Shabbat Across Canada (and North
America) at the Rady Centre. It’s a wonderful opportunity to join with three congre-
gations for a Shabbat Service and a wonderful meal, singing songs led by our can-
tors and listening to a few words from each of the Rabbis. Amazing crafts and games
for children will be running in the Adult Lounge throughout the evening. If you don’t
make it this year, start planning now to attend the next one.

And of course the next holiday we are planning for is Purim, starting with our
Purim Shpiel on March 10 and then the Megillah reading and children’s Purim party
on March 12.

Following that, our next big event is a Jewish Songwriters Night on March 18. This
is a fabulous opportunity to hear artists from our own Jewish community perform
their original songs as well as some old favourites. We proved that we could create a
unique evening with our Jewish Comedy Night in November, and we plan to do it
again! It was a Sold Out event so get your tickets now for this one. 

Please come out and join us at these activities, or come any Friday night to our
Shabbat Service – all are welcome. Linda Freed

Friday Mar. 3 5:15pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper & Cantor 
Len Udow at the Berney Theatre, Rady Centre

6:15pm Shabbat Dinner at the Gym, Rady Centre
Saturday Mar. 4 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper

12noon Yoga Shalom
7:45pm Havdalah at Limmud, Rady Centre

Sunday Mar. 5 12noon Post Bnai Mitzvah group with Rabbi Tepper
4pm Rabbi Tepper’s presentation at Limmud

Friday Mar. 10 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Allan Finkel with 
Cantor Len and the annual Purim Shpiel

Saturday Mar. 11 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sunday Mar. 12 11:30 Megillah Reading 

12-2pm Children’s Purim Celebration
Friday Mar 17 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Judith Huebner with 

Cantor Len Udow
Saturday Mar. 18 12noon Yoga Shalom

8pm Jewish Songwriters Night. (see ad in Jewish Post)
Friday Mar. 24 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar with

Janet Pelletier-Goetze “Celebrating Women Composers”
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American values are totally skewed
By ALEX ARENSON

In 2007, as part of an experiment, Joshua Bell played for about 45 min-
utes as a busker at a Washington D.C. subway station. He played six diffi-
cult Bach pieces on a $3.5 million Stradivarius violin. It is estimated about
1100 people passed him. Only seven, including a young boy, soon hurried
along by his mother, stopped briefly to listen. About twenty people gave
money. One of the world’s greatest violinists, brilliantly playing some of
the world’s greatest violin compositions earned $32.17. One woman, who
had seen him in a concert, recognized him at the end. Nobody applauded. 

In November 2016, Americans had the choice of voting for two presi-
dential candidates who were variously described by their detractors as
being corrupt, lying, incompetent, narcissistic, elitist, self-aggrandizing,
misogynist, and racist. Both had abysmally low trust ratings across the
political spectrum. And yet millions of Americans were forced to choose
between them (discounting the two fringe candidates) and did so for many
diverse reasons. Despite mass protestations and the constant barrage of
post-election whining by most of the Main Stream Media, righteousness
did not reside exclusively on the side of Hillary Clinton, just as it didn’t on
the side of Donald Trump. In fact, there was very little righteousness to be
seen anywhere. Moral integrity has been a scarce commodity for years in
American politics.

If truth is regarded as the first casualty of war, then righteousness can be
regarded as the first casualty of the American presidential nomination
process. Research suggests that a significant portion of Fortune 500
C.E.O.’s have sociopathic personalities. Imagine how sociopathic one has
to be to gain the Democratic or Republican presidential nomination. You
don’t get there by being nice or honourable. As Leo Durocher famously
complained about his New York Giants: “nice guys finish last!” 

How naive it is for anyone to think that a Clinton or a Trump or an
Obama gives a damn about the little guy or about you and me. That’s why
both Clintons were shills for the solicitation of millions of dollars from
despicable foreign despots for the Clinton Foundation while she was
Secretary of State? That’s why Trump got to be a billionaire, multi-bank-
ruptcy-surviving businessman? That’s why Obama fiddled while the rest of
the world burned and went on numerous multi-million dollar golfing week-
ends while 47.7 million of his “fellow” Americans lived below the pover-
ty line? I wish I could quote George Carlin on the subject but this is a fam-
ily newspaper.

It has been said that in a democracy people get the government they
deserve. I’m not sure that’s true; but they do get the government they vote
for. Most Americans are too busy trying to pay their rent or mortgages,
bills, health insurance premiums, and taxes to really pay attention, or be in
a position to change the system. For sure the millions of people living in
poverty are in no position to change anything. They’re too busy trying to
survive day by day. So that leaves the wealthy, the power brokers, and the
media elite as the only sources of effective change. But why would they

want to change anything? The system works just fine for them. It doesn’t-
matter which party controls the White House, the Congress, the judiciary.
Both parties need to protect the interests of the elite who finance and enable
them to gain and stay in power.

So what is the connection between all this and the Joshua Bell subway
concert? The Joshua Bell concert was a poll, if you will, of what is funda-
mentally wrong with American values. Only seven of 1100 people stopped
to listen, even briefly, to one of the world’s greatest violinists playing some
of the greatest music that mankind has ever produced. They couldn’t rec-
ognize, let alone appreciate, excellence even when it was standing for free
right in front of their eyes. These are the same people who will rush to a
stadium or to their televisions to worship at the shrine of professional
sports so that some barely literate jock can make 25 million dollars A
YEAR for hitting a ball with a stick, or throwing an inflated pigskin to
another barely literate multi-millionaire, or dunking a ball through a hoop.
These are the same people who idolize reality t.v. stars. These are the same
people who have anointed the Obamas, or Clintons, or Trumps as their
heroes and become personally invested with their success or failure. 

C’mon folks. This emotional investment with politicians and other
strangers is totally dysfunctional and unhealthy. We’re all being conned
and manipulated. The real heroes are your neighbours who go out and res-
cue stray dogs, who heal and minister to the sick and homeless among you,
who teach your children, who protect your streets. Your real heroes are
your parents, and your children, and your grandchildren.

Joshua Bell playing at L’Enfant Plaza Metro, 2007 
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Jonathan Safran Foer’s latest novel takes on a wide range of themes
Here I Am
By Jonathan Safran Foer
Farrar, Strauss and Giroux
Published September, 2016
592 pages

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
Jonathan Safran Foer is often considered one of the best young American

Jewish novelists writing today, in the same league as Michael Chabon.
It’s been years since his last work of fiction, Extremely Loud and

Incredibly Close, which was written in the aftermath of 9-11, and even
longer since his first novel – which shot him initially to fame: Everything
is Illuminated.

That work was largely autobiographical, as it told the story of Foer’s own
expedition to Ukraine in search of his family’s roots. (Later it was turned
into an often hilarious film, directed by Liev Schreiber and starring Elijah
Wood).

Similar to Everything is Illuminated, Here I Am draws upon Foer’s own
experiences, including the break-up of his 14-year marriage.

The book deals with a variety of dissimilar themes though, ranging from
the extremely personal, such as the unraveling of a marriage, to the highly
political, including the possible destruction of the State of Israel.

The title of the book, by the way, comes from the Book of Genesis, when
God commands Abraham to sacrifice Isaac. When God speaks to Abraham,
Abraham responds, “Here I am”.

The book begins with the narrator, a 40something male by the name of
Jacob Bloch, having to go with his wife, Julia, to his oldest son Sam’s
Jewish school, because Sam has allegedly committed an outrageous act
that has led to his being severely disciplined by the rabbi in charge of the
school.

As the novel develops, we are introduced to other members of the Bloch
family, including Sam’s two younger brothers, Max and Benjy, as well as
Jacob’s father, Irv, and several other relatives.

It isn’t long before we realize that Jacob and Julia’s marriage is troubled,
but that the two of them are taking great pains to shield their boys from
what seems likely will be the break-up of the marriage.

Both Jacob and Julia are relatively successful in their careers – he as the
writer for a TV show, she as an architect. Yet both are also somewhat frus-
trated with the directions in which their lives have gone. Foer is masterful
at plumbing the innermost thoughts of his characters, and at describing the
day to day angst that we all feel at some point in our lives, but that often
leads to individuals settling for what they have rather than daring to reach
higher.

Here I Am also introduces quite a bit of foreshadowing of the darkness
that is going to intrude into the Blochs’ lives. While the novel doesn’t wan-
der back and forth in time, there are occasional hints of what is to come. In
some ways Foer seems determined to remove most of the suspense from
the story.

You know, for instance, that Julia is going to divorce Jacob – for having
committed a major transgression in their marriage for which she will not
forgive him. The question is: How will they go about extricating one anoth-
er from one another’s life without doing great damage to the boys? I found
the route they took to be quite mature - no loud arguing and no discussion
of what is about to happen in front of the boys, although the tension with-
in the marriage is constant.

There isn’t much, in fact, that Jacob and Julia seem to have in common
any longer, other than a desire to maintain appearances for the boys’ sakes.
Yet, the boys are each relatively precociously aware of things in their own
right.

Into the mix one day comes Jacob’s cousin from Israel, Tumir, who rep-
resents some of the best and worst qualities that are so often attributed to
Israelis: arrogant and bull headed, but direct when others are evasive about
matters that require honesty, not politeness.

Suddenly a major catastrophe in the Middle East sends events into tur-
moil. Without describing exactly what happens, Israel’s very existence is
threatened by a true existential crisis, not the kind of feigned crisis that
Israeli politicians often use to manipulate public opinion.

The call goes out for all able bodied Jewish men to go to Israel to help
that country in its greatest hour of need since the 1948 war. Jacob answers
the call, but his willingness to volunteer is met with often comic derision
by the person who has to decide whether Jacob is an apt volunteer.

Still, the fact that Jacob is even willing to consider putting his life on the
line for Israel speaks volumes about his commitment to a cause which Foer
explains is something that does not resonate among American Jews nearly
to the same extent it once did. 

In reading Jacob’s innermost thoughts about what it means to be Jewish
for someone still relatively young in modern-day America, Foer reflects the
doubts and uncertainties that are part and parcel of Jewish identity for so
many of us nowadays.

Here I Am also experiments with many different styles of writing. At
times it seems as if Foer is showing off just how talented he is – the same
way Michael Chabon can also be tiresome in the way he demonstrates his
incredibly huge vocabulary. 

As I find myself reading all the books that are to be discussed in the Rady
JCC – Jewish Post & News “People of the Book” Club, I note a distinct dif-
ference in style between contemporary Jewish male and female novelists.
Last year I suggested we look at Yiddish for Pirates, which was written by
a Canadian Jewish poet, Gary Barwin. 

During that session someone else mentioned two of Michael Chabon’s
novels, The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Klay, and Telegraph
Avenue as examples of novels that were somewhat similar to Yiddish for
Pirates. 

There is such a sharp contrast between Barwin’s, Chabon’s, and Foer’s
novels and the kind of novels that so often form the basis of discussion in
our book club. 

I wonder whether women prefer reading female writers to male writers;
most of the people who attend our book club are women. Yet, one of the
purposes I had in suggesting the idea for a book club to Gayle Waxman
over four years ago was to attract men to it. 

But, if you’re a man reading this and are looking for a good book that has
a Jewish theme to it , but written by a man, I would suggest any of the
books I’ve mentioned here.

The reason that I would have liked to make any of these books subjects
for discussion is that they’re not written in a linear, easy to digest style.
Many of the books that we’ve been reading are works of historical fiction
by women and, while all well written, don’t exactly experiment with inno-
vative techniques of writing.

Foer does though and, while Here I Am is quite long (592 pages) and
might not be to everyone’s liking, the answer to the question whether one
is enriched after reading this book is: definitely, if you can put up with
some of its quirkiness.

I should also add that there are several passages of extremely graphic
descriptions of sex, not meant to titillate; they are important to understand
what has happened within Jacob and Julia’s marriage. Even though the
book is written from Jacob’s perspective for the most part, I doubt that any-
one will come away feeling much sympathy for him after wading through
those lurid sections of the book.

But those parts sprang from Foer’s own mind. Gee, to look at his picture,
he looks like such a nice Jewish boy. If this book is as autobiographical as
it seems, readers are sure going to be wondering about Jonathan Safron
Foer’s fantasies.

An excerpt from Here I Am
“Some religions emphasize inner peace, some the avoidance of sin,

some praise. Judaism emphasizes intelligence–textually, ritualistically,
and culturally. Everything is learning, everything preparation, perpetual-
ly filling the mental toolbox until we are prepared for any situation (and
it is too heavy to carry). Jews make up 0.2 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, but have been awarded 22 percent of all Nobel Prizes–24 percent
if you don’t include the Peace Prize. And with no Nobel for Being
Exterminated, there was a decade when Jews wouldn’t have had much of
a chance, so the practical percentage is yet higher. Why? It’s not because
Jews are any smarter than anyone else; it’s because Jews put their empha-
sis on the kinds of things Stockholm rewards. Jews have been training for
Nobel Prizes for thousands of years. But if there were Nobel Prizes for
Contentment, for Feeling Safe, or for the Ability to Let Go, that 22 per-
cent–24 percent without Peace–would need a parachute.” 



18 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, March 1, 2017

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
MARCH 1

THELMA BRONSTEIN
Thelma Bronstein passed peacefully on January 16th

2017, a few months short of her 95th birthday. She was
surrounded by her family sharing in deep silence,
sprinkled with chanting and laughter, her last gift to us
all.

She was buried in Winnipeg beside Ernie, her loving
husband, nine years to the day after he was laid to rest.
She will be lovingly remembered by her sister, Lor-
raine and her six beloved children, Gerry, Marilyn,
Sharon, David, Joel and Rochelle and their partners
Chaya, David, Alan, Carla and Edna. She will be sorely
missed by her 11 grandchildren Jacob, Leah, Rachel,
Shmuel, Raizy, Amitai, Yoni, Sarah, Joel, Eland and
Ella and her three great-grandchildren, Yael, Benyamin
and Orah.

Thelma will be remembered for her devotion to her
family, her untiring service to the community, espe-
cially her role as the driving force behind the Shalom
residences. Her epic Shabbat celebrations were filled
with singing, stories, laughter and the never-ending
flow of food, all prepared by her. Her love of life and
intimate interactions touched so many people of all
ages. She danced her way through life and she is
probably up there now dancing once again with her
beloved Ernie.

Thank you to everyone for their kind wishes and
contributions. Donations in her name may be made to
the Bronstein Fund, care of Shalom Residences
(www.shalomresidences.com)

In Memoriam

SAMUEL
BAKER

who passed away
March 17, 1994
5 Days in Nissan

— Forever in our hearts and thoughts. You are sadly missed by
your children and grandchildren.

ROSE
BAKER

who passed away
March 5, 2009
9 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

In loving memory of

ELSIE
BORODITSKY

who passed away
February 18, 1975

7 Days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

DR. JOSEPH H.
CRUST

who passed away
May 11, 1985

20 Days in Iyar

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit 6th Yahrzeit

DOROTHY
CRUST

who passed away
February 11, 2011

7 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their loving  children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA GOOT
who passed away

February 18, 1991
4 Days in Adar 1

— Ever remembered by
grandchildren Francie and
Eric, Beverley and Bryan and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAE HURTIG
who passed away
February 6, 1995
6 Days in Adar I

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILIP KATZ
who passed away

March 6, 2014
5 days in Adar

—Forever loved, remembered
and missed by  his wife Fay-
Lynn, children Matthew, Cara
and Jonathan, Mother Esther,
Mother-in-law Toby, family
and friends.

40th Yahrzeit
Always Remembered

In loving memory of

TYBEL (Thelma)
MINUK

who passed away
February 27, 1977

9th Day in Adar
You are always in our hearts.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MAURICE I.
ROSENBERG

who passed away
February 28, 1993

9 Days in Adar
There is a special kind of feeling
that is meant for you alone.
A place within our hearts that
only you can own.
There will always be sadness
and many a silent tear.
But always special memories
of days when your were here.
- Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL
WATERMAN

who passed away
February 10, 2011

6 Days in Adar
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
—  Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rosalind,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERTRUDE
WEISS

who passed away
March 7, 1995

5th of Adar II, 5755
— A gentle, kind and beautiful
woman; sadly missed and
always loved by Francie and
Eric,  Beverley and Bryan and
all her grandchildren Abby,
Jill, Richard, Erin, Evan,
Michael & Lainie.



Wednesday, March 1, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   19

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MARCH 818th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK KAY
who passed away

February 24, 1999
8 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
wife Marge, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
GERTIE

KNELMAN
who passed away

February 23, 2007
5 Days in Adar

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CHANA

POLLOCK
who passed away

February 17, 2002
5 days in Adar

- Always remembered and
sadly missed by her nephews,
nieces, grandnephews and
grandnieces, great-
grandnephews and great-
grandnieces.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
RAYBURN
who passed away
February 8, 2014
9 days in Adar I

Say  not in grief he is no more
but live in thoughtfulness that
he was
— Loved and remembered by
his wife and children.

3rd Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BARBARA
RIFKIN

who passed away
March 14, 2016

4 days in Adar II, 5776
— Very sadly missed by your
loving husband Saul, your
children Gerald and Martin,
and your precious grand-
children Jesse, Jada, Nicole,
Eric and Leonard, siblings
David and Sheila, nieces,
nephews, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

MOONI
ROSENZWEIG

who passed away
March 1, 2001
6 days in Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Renee,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)
SETTLER
who passed away

March 3, 2012
9 days in Adar I

We think of you all the time and
the ever lasting encouragement
and love you radiated to us.
— Love your family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORLEY
SHUCKETT

who passed away
February 25th, 2014

25 days in Adar
Three years have passed, but
you are with us always in our
thoughts and hearts, sadly
missed and forever loved.
—Your wife, children and
grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SALLY
(CHERNA)

SLOTNIKOV
who passed away
February 8, 1995
8 Days in Adar

— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL
TRACHTENBERG

who passed away
February 19, 2013

9 days in Adar
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANNIE
WISEMAN
who passed away

February 18, 2002
6 days in Adar

— His remarkable nature,
strength and genuine
enthusiasm for life will
continue to guide the paths of
his wife Elaine, his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN
BENDER
who passed away

March 2, 2007
13 Days in Adar

—  Ever remembered by her
loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC
SIMOVITCH

who passed away
March 16, 1992

12 Days in Adar II
Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
With aches in our hearts
And tears in our eyes
We light the twenty-fifth candle
In your beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children
Sandra and Ean, Rhona and
Harvey, loving grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RICHARD
STILLWATER MD

who passed away
March 17, 2011

11 Days in Adar II
To remember you is easy
We do it every day
It’s just the pain of losing you
That never goes away.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE NEPON
who passed away
March 10, 1998
12 Days in Adar

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by Esther and
Sid Halpern, Adeena, Tom,
Danny and Anna Vered -
Your namesake Gratzer:
Ahava and Frank Lavitt:
Marni, Jonathan, Leo, Sophie
and Lily Halpern.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX
BERKOWITS

who passed away
March 2, 2013

— Lovingly remembered by
his son Rob, daughter-in-law
Kristin and grandchildren
Grayson & Avery.
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In Memoriam

TEDDY BASS
who passed away

March 4, 1999
16 Days in Adar

MARION BASS
who passed away
January 5, 2011
29 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
Forever in our hearts.

– Cookie, Marla & Steven, Tracee and Aaron and their namesakes
Teddy, Carson Edward, Alann Maree, Stafford and Sutton.

In loving memory of

OSCAR BLANK
who passed away

February 13, 2003
11 Days in Adar I

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

14th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MICKEY
COOPERBAND

who passed away
February 23, 1983
10 Days in Adar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your loving
family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNE DAVIS
who passed away

February 25, 2005
16 days Adar

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends

In loving memory of

KAYLA
MASARSKY

who passed away
February 27, 1972

12 days in Adar
— Always remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE
MITCHELL
who passed away

March 8, 1993
15 days in Adar

— Ever remembered, ever
loved by Sandy, Alan and
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RUTH SILVER
who passed away

February 14, 2003
12 Adar, 5763

— You are deeply missed by
your children, nieces, nephews
and friends.

DAVID
THOMPSON

who passed away
March 4, 1961

16 Days in Adar

CLARA
THOMPSON

who passed away
February 28, 1964
15 Days in Adar

In loving memory of

You are not forgotten, nor will you ever be.
As long as life and memory last,
We will miss and remember thee.

— Sadly missed by your grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

MILLICENT (HALLIS)
UDLAR ADLER

who passed away
October 8th, 1987

16 days in Tishrei  5748

HARRY ALLAN
ADLER

who passed away
Feb. 18th, 1959

10 days in Adar I  5719

May the winds of Love blow softly
And whisper for you to hear,
That we will always Love and Miss You, and
Wish that You Both were here.

— Always Loved, Remembered and Deeply Missed.
You daughter Gloria, son-in-law Jerry, beloved grandchildren,
Susan and Dan and your great-grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

MAURICE
POCKETT

In loving memory of

NORMA
POCKETT

March 10, 2013
28 days in Adar

who passed away

Your love, good deeds, kindness, friendship and laughter live on in
our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed.

March 28, 2008
21 days in Adar II

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father & zaide

ZEEV "VOLVI"
WEISZNER

who passed away
March 8, 1997

29 Days in Adar I, 5757
Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered &
dearly missed by his loving
wife, children, grandchildren
& great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

Deadline for the
March 15 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, March 9

Hate crimes
against Jews
in NY have
doubled in

’17, police say

NEW YORK
(JTA) – Hate
crimes against Jews
have more than dou-
bled in New York
City since the start
of the new year
from the same peri-
od in 2016, police
reported. 

The city’s Police
Department said 56
hate crimes were
reported from Jan. 1
to Feb. 12, with 28
of the incidents tar-
geting Jews, accord-
ing to Politico. In
the same period last
year, the total num-
ber of hate crimes
was 31, with 13 tar-
geting Jews. 

Jews were the top
targets in both
years. 

In December, the
NYPD said it wit-
nessed “a huge
spike” in hate
crimes following
the election of
President Donald
Trump, with the
majority of inci-
dents directed at
Jews. 

JTA has reported
on anti-Semitic inci-
dents following the
election, including
acts of vandalism
featuring swastikas
in the New York
subway and Donald
T r u m p - r e l a t e d
themes left in public
areas as well as on
the homes of Jewish
individuals. Also,
three separate
strings of bomb
threats have target-
ed Jewish commu-
nity centers across
the country. 

On Feb. 15, asked
by a reporter about
“a sharp rise in anti-
Semitic incidents
across the United
States,” Trump
responded by boast-
ing about his
Electoral College
win, pointing to his
Jewish daughter’s
family and promis-
ing that “you’re
going to see a lot of
love.” 
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Community news

Liberal MLA Cindy Lamoureaux criticizes provincial government over
perceived problems with Provincial Nominee Program

By BERNIE BELLAN
Ordinarily, this is the kind of story that our

paper wouldn’t be covering. Instead we’d be
leaving it to other media as it doesn’t have
any obvious “Jewish” angle.

However, the large-scale influx of Russian
Israelis into Winnipeg – the vast majority of
whom have arrived here under what is
known as the Provincial Nominee Program,
is what made a press release issued by
Burrows MLA Cindy Lamoureaux stand out
for me among the myriad of emails that we
receive on a daily basis.

What is the Provincial Nominee Program?
According to a Province of Manitoba web-
site “The Manitoba Provincial Nominee
Program (MPNP) seeks skilled workers, businesspeople and their families
with the intention and ability to successfully settle and economically estab-
lish in Manitoba as permanent residents.” It was started in 1998 under the
Gary Filmon PC government.

In a previous issue we noted that between 400-500 Israelis have been
immigrating to Manitoba in the past few years, almost all of whom have
arrived here under the Provincial Nominee Program.

On February 21st Cindy Lamoureaux issued a press release that said in
part, “The disorganization of this government with regards to PNP appli-
cations is preventing elected officials from representing Manitobans. Too
often applicants and now elected officials are unable to get helpful infor-
mation from the government as to the status of applications, and why pro-
longed delays are happening. This inability to respond to concerns about
the Provincial Nominee Program is shameful.”

I wondered what prompted that press release, so I wrote asking for some
clarification as to why Ms. Lamoureaux was saying there were problems
with the PNP. I asked: “I know that a lot of Israeli immigrants have been
coming here under the provincial nominee program. Has there been a prob-
lem of late with the program?”

I received a response from Johanna Wood, the director of communica-
tions for the provincial Liberal caucus, who wrote: “Yes, unfortunately we
are seeing many cases of applicants experiencing devastating wait times
and most recently the introduction of a $500 acceptance fee to name just a
few.”

I asked whether I could get the figure for how many Israelis have come
here under the PNP?

Wood responded: “The most recent figure I have is that 424 people immi-
grated from Israel in 2014.”

I asked whether all 424 came under the MPNP. The answer was: “These
should all be under the provincial nominee program.”

I decided to turn to someone who is an immigration consultant herself
and who has written for this paper about Israeli immigration to Winnipeg:
Eka Mednikov. I asked Mednikov whether she was aware of any particu-
lar problems that might have developed with the PNP?

Mednikov responded: “As you mentioned, MB has 5000 nominations per
year as per our agreement with the federal government. As to the process-
ing times:

“For Skilled Workers in Manitoba on Work Permits - 3.5 months in aver-
age to receive Nomination from the Province. The second part of the
process will be Federal and current processing times are 15 months.

“For Skilled Workers overseas submitting their application with the sup-
port of Jewish Federation and after exploratory visit - between 3 to 5
months to receive the nomination (the second part is the same)

“For Skilled Workers overseas submitting their applications with the sup-
port of family members in Manitoba - in average 1 year for applicants sub-
mitted their application after the changes in April 2015. I don’t have sta-
tistics for applicants with old applications but I do know they have a very
long waiting time (plus the federal stage).”

I admit this is getting somewhat technical, but I was interested in know-
ing whether Mednikov’s clients in Israel were now having to wait longer
to have their applications considered than had previously been the case. I
wrote to Mednikov: “Thanks for this Eka. One year to wait to hear from
the province doesn’t seem inordinately long. What do you think?”

Her  response was: “I think that this is not the main problem we have
with the program.”

I asked her to be more specific. She later responded: “I feel that the main
problem is unclear manuals and definitions. And the other one is  students
-  because sometimes they are very young and have not much work expe-
rience they have not enough points to receive an invitation to apply, or it
takes a long time, which sometimes means they can lose their status in
Canada.”

I had also asked Mednikov how many peo-
ple in Israel did she think were waiting to
hear from the Manitoba government in
response to applications they may have filed
under the PNP? To me, that is the more
important question rather than asking why it
might be taking longer to have an application
considered.

Mednikov responded that she herself has
“hundreds” of clients in Israel who would
like to come here. (And remember, she’s only
one immigration consultant here.)

I also spoke with Cindy Lamoureaux about
her release claiming that there were severe
problems with the PNP. She told me that a
good part of her duties as an MLA since
being elected last April have been taken up
dealing with complaints received about the

program. 
When I told her that Eka Mednikov had said that wait times in having

applications processed were not the main problems with the program, she
suggested that Mednikov’s being an immigration consultant who had to
deal with provincial officials on a regular basis would mean that she would
have to tread carefully in voicing any criticism of the program.

So, why would I even bother to report on something like this? The answer
is that thousands of Israelis have come here under the Provincial Nominee
Program and undoubtedly many more are waiting in the queue to come
here as well. If there are problems with the program under which the vast
majority have come here, we want to report on that. 
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CINDY
LAMOUREAUX

Burrows MLA EKA 
MEDNIKOV

immigration consultant



Winnipeg-born Linda Matchan is comfortable as both a member of the
Boston Globe’s famous “Spotlight” team and as a documentary filmmaker

By BERNIE BELLAN
Linda Matchan is not only an

accomplished filmmaker who now,
having produced her second docu-
mentary film, “Circus Without
Borders” (her first film was a docu-
mentary about the history of the
famous New York Yiddish lan-
guage newspaper, The Jewish Daily
Forward, in 1989 titled “The
Forward: From Immigrants to
Americans”), she is also a member
of the prestigious “Spotlight” team
at the Boston Globe, where she has
worked as both a reporter and edi-
tor since 1980.

When we were contacted by
Matchan, who asked us whether we
would be interested in running
something about the upcoming
screening of “Circus Without
Borders” (which will be screened at
Cinematheque on Friday, March 3
at 7 and 9 pm), we asked her to pro-
vide us  some information about her fascinating career.

The daughter of the late Isadore (Red) and Lil Matchan, Linda wrote in
an email that  she “grew up on Eniskillen Avenue, and attended public
schools – H.C. Avery, Jefferson Junior High and Garden City Collegiate in
the 1950s and 60s.” While in elementary school, she attended Talmud
Torah night school, she notes.

Matchan adds that she has two sisters, “Judy Weidman, who lives in
Houston, and Carol Novis, who lives in Israel.”

Having completed her BA in English from the University of Manitoba,
and a Bachelor of Journalism (Honors) from Carleton University in

Ottawa, Matchan began her
career as a journalist as a reporter
at the Winnipeg Tribune from
1975-77.

Married in 1979 to the late
David Israel (son of the late
Manley Israel and Debbie Israel -
who still lives in Winnipeg,
David was a former classmate of
mine at Talmud Torah, but  who
sadly died of ALSO in 2014),
Linda and David moved to
Boston where David was able to
earn Masters and Phi.D. degrees
in Biomedical Engineering from
MITA. 

Matchan explains how she
developed the idea for making
“Circus Without Borders”. As
you might expect, her prose is so
good, given her background as a
journalist, that what follows is an
unedited portion from her email: 

“The new film was inspired by an experience I had in Winnipeg when I
was a girl. My father sold life insurance for Manufacturer’s Life (now
Manville.) One of his clients was George Swinton, an artist who taught at
the University of Manitoba and who began collecting Inuit art in the 1950s.
He wrote a landmark 1972 book called Sculpture of the Eskimo which
introduced the world to the extraordinary talent of Inuit artists. In 1960 he
donated 130 sculptures to the Winnipeg Art Gallery, and the Swinton col-
lection was the basis of its current massive collection.

“Anyway, my dad had this idea that I had to come with him to Swinton’s
house to meet him – he kept talking about his amazing collection of sculp-
tures. Grudgingly, I went – and was blown away. Every inch of Swinton’s
house was covered with these extraordinary soapstone treasures – even the
piano, a detail which, for some inexplicable reason, has stuck in my memory.
Swinton was very gracious and took the time to tell us about his many trips
up North to meet Inuit artists (though we called them “Eskimos” back then.)

“I was really enthralled. This was the beginning of my love of Inuit art
and I promised myself that someday I would visit some of the small com-
munities in the area now called Nunavut so I could see for myself how such
a vast, remote area could produce so many fine artists.

“My first trip came in 2006, when I persuaded the Globe’s travel editor
to send me to Cape Dorset to write about the artists there. I also took a side
trip to a tiny community called Pangnirtung to go on a hike, and while I
was there a pivotal but horrible thing happened. A young woman  – a moth-
er of two little girls – took her own life. This was before I knew anything
about the epidemic of suicide among the Inuit, a legacy of the horrible res-
idential school experience in the 1950s and ‘60s, and beyond. I saw first-
hand how her death devastated the community, and after I got back I began
doing research on suicide in Nunavut. I stumbled across an article about
Artcirq, the hugely successful Inuit circus in Igloolik, which was created in
part to recruit, inspire and help youth there.

“I though it would make a great film and pretty soon I developed a part-
nership with director Susan Gray, a highly-respected documentary-maker in
Boston with the appropriately-titled company  - Northern Light Productions.

“Nothing is easy and in the end it took six years to raise money and get
the film made. Over those years, though, we were able to follow Artcirq to
many different locations – including Guinea, West Africa where they had a
partnership with a circus called Kalabante. We realized that the film should
be the story of these two circuses, not just one. The troupes were very dif-
ferent, but their founders – Guillaume Saladin in Igloolik and Yamoussa
Bangoura in Guinea – had a shared goal: To improve the lives of young
people in their homelands. Telling the story of each circus seemed a good
lens through which to understand these two little-known communities.

“The film came out in 2015 and has been in film festivals around the
world – it was selected as the opening night film at the famous Margaret
Mead Film Festival at the Museum of Natural History. Now, it has a new
life. With the support of the Pulitzer Center on Crisis Reporting
www.pulitzercenter.org we have visited middle and high schools across the
United States with Yamoussa and Guillaume. We screen the film and do a
discussion/ program that sparks a positive cross-cultural dialogue in class-
rooms around some of society’s most difficult issues – poverty, racism,
depression and suicide.

“Now, we’re finally bringing the program to Canada, thanks to the
Pulitzer Center. Winnipeg is the first stop of what we hope will be many
Canadian visits. We will be screening the film and addressing 3,000 junior
high and high school students in the Seven Oaks School Division on
Thursday March 2 and Friday March 3 (we’ll be at Garden City Collegiate
and Maples Collegiate, and kids will be brought in from other schools.)”
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LINDA MATCHAN



Remember the old theme intro from the
TV Dragnet series with Jack Webb? “This
is the city; I work here, and the stories you
are about to hear are true.”

In this case, the setting isn’t Los
Angeles, it’s Winnipeg - the world’s hot
bed of curling.

If readers don’t recognize the name of
CAROLYNE LINDNER, she is the
daughter of Jill Brandes, who is a former

fine columnist with this publication.
I must admit that having spoken with Carolyne on the phone a

few days ago, I rapidly became an admirer of the well-spoken
young woman who taught me a few lessons about life which shall
hold me in good stead forever and a day.

You see, my subject doesn’t like to draw attention to herself, but
she is a double amputee resulting from a near death experience she
went through four or five years ago. And as you shall clearly see,
she’s a scrapper who didn’t take the giant setback lying down.
Carolyne was determined to make the best of a horrendous situa-
tion and to shun a “poor-me” attitude.

When I first spoke with Carolyne, she was on a high because she had just
received some good news: “I’ve just made Team Manitoba’s Wheelchair
Curling Team and it’s a big deal to get to go to Boucherville, Quebec for
the 2017 Canadian Wheelchair Curling Championship in April.

“I started curling earlier last year and we train four times a week at the
Assiniboine Memorial Curling Club. Every Saturday we play able-bodied
curlers - which is really good for our training. The difference between reg-
ular curlers and us is that we cannot sweep because we don’t have that abil-
ity being in a wheelchair.

“We curl using long sticks. There’s a rectangle piece at the end of the
stick you hook around the rock. There’s a skip and of course he tells us how
to aim and then another one of my team members holds my chair and you
throw your rock and wherever it lands, it lands, because there is no sweep-
ing,” she explained.

“It’s really amazing because of my skip (Dennis Thiessen) who is part of
Team Canada too. He went to the Sochi Olympics and the rest of the men
are very accomplished men. I’m the only woman on the team.

Carolyne went on to express how appreciative she is to have been taken
in by such a cordial sporting group and what it has done for her personal-
ly: ”For me its my first foray into a wheelchair sport. Everything else I do
when I have my prosthetic limbs on is I walk everywhere, run, can drive a
car and am probably more capable than most (other drivers who have no
disabilities).

“I’ve never done a sport in a wheelchair and I really have a feeling of
empowerment. I feel very strong. I find curling is an incredible sport! It’s
nice that there are so many opportunities for people who have mobility
issues. To think that when I met Dennis, who offered to teach me to curl, I
wasn’t really interested, but I finally gave in and they were all surprised at
how talented I was. I’m the type of person who just goes with the flow.”

“We’re all in wheelchairs, including the skip. He is an amputee too and
the other two members are paraplegics. The Paralympics are for people
who either are missing limbs or not able-bodied to some extent.

“As for my prosthetic limbs, I wear them for balance while I’m curling.
Otherwise I’m like a Terry Fox who walked around (solely) with his.

“I went to high school at Kelvin and Grant Park and (modestly added)
have also earned two post-secondary degrees.”

Carolyne, always a physical-fitness buff, can often be seen working out
at the Rady Centre where she runs, is a biker, and also participates in the
popular Zumba classes.

“I was very into physical fitness,” she stated with pride. “ I think what
I’ve learned after what happened to me is - you just go with it. And if some-
one comes into your life and asks you to try something new, you do it even
if it’s something you’re not passionate about. 

“I learned a lot. I got my legs to run on blades within three months. It’s
incredible! I’m missing a part of my lung.; so I do get tired easily. But when
you have a mobility issue you need to stay strong. I want to do that  so that
I can always be able to walk.”

Carolyne, an extremely insightful individual, also pointed out that our
aging population can also benefit from the kind of exercises that her group
performs, to wit:

“ I understand there are a lot of Jewish curlers in our population and a lot
of them have stopped (curling) because its difficult getting down on the ice,
but there are all sorts of adaptations they can make with sticks even if they
wanted to do wheelchair curling. There are  a lot of people who have had a
spinal cord injuries, like vets. There is no reason why someone with a
degenerate injury can’t play a wheelchair sport. It’s so empowering.

“ Theoretically, for me, I can easily have a fall with my prosthetic legs
and break a hip. I don’t think about that. I tend to think of myself more like
a senior in the sense that they are more prone to falling and breaking things,
but I can’t live my life like that. It’s a good thing to share with people of an
older graphic. You gotta keep going.” And she does with zest.

Now let’s rock with Jewish curler Kyle Doering (whose grandfather, Bill
Lifchus, once wrote a financial column for this paper). When I last spoke
with the personable young Doering,  who is now 21,  it was in 2012 when
he was in high school in West Kildonan. The then-skip had just led his team
to a Canadian Junior title.

Last year his junior curling team won the Canadian championship and
earned a bronze medal in Copenhagen, Denmark at the World Junior
Curling Championship.

A matter of two weeks ago Kyle played second with the Jason
Gunnlaugson rink that was gunning for the Manitoba Men’s curling title in
Portage La Prairie in the Vittera Championship. He tells me that they
played well and wound up with an impressive record of 9-3. Held in high
regard by his skip, he holds the broom for Jason when he throws. 

Kyle, with his versatility and knowledge of the roaring game reminds me
somewhat of a solid utility player in baseball. He was in conversation
recently at the Granite Curling Club with our Bernie Bellan and inquired if
the Jewish Post & News would be interested in sponsoring his “Mixed
Doubles” curling team. The latter game is a new and exciting variation of
the sport and will be featured in the next Olympic games.

Needless to say, as many other Jewish kids (athletes) have learned over
the years, financial support is a must if they hope to compete, say, in the
Maccabiah or Maccabi games, they require support.

In any event, Bellan was prepared to  sponsor the team with a gold mem-
ber contribution of $200. Doering was extremely gratified for Bellan’s gen-
erosity and asked me to thank him  again.

Kyle explained that he and his girlfriend, Ashley Groff, are working hard
“to qualify for the Canadian mixed doubles championships as well as
Olympic mixed doubles curling trials”.

Doering shared that he met his partner about two years ago at the Granite.
“She was curling there and just happened to be practicing and I started talk-
ing to her. It was a common interest we had and so through the great sport
of curling we met and I owe the game a lot,” he said passionately.

Kyle is at present in fourth year Business Administration at the U of
Winnipeg, something he greatly enjoys, while Ashley is in Education and
aspires to become a kindergarten teacher. 

Best of luck to the dandy duo. Hope they achieve their goals on all
counts.

Lastly, on a curling note, I seem to recall when
there was much concern about the sport of curling
in these parts in that young people weren’t gravitat-
ing towards the game. Perhaps they were seeking
more macho sports where their chances of acquiring
a broken limb or a concussion had more appeal.

The game is spreading all over Europe. I also
recall when Israel became involved. Yes, there is an
“Israel Curling Federation.” I recall an article that  I
wrote which featured the likes of 1965 Brier winner
Terry Braunstein, a Curling Hall of Famer, getting
involved along with his buddy Ray Turnbull as
instructors/teachers. Last April, Israel was repre-
sented by a team led by our own Gary Gumprich
(who skipped) at the World Senior Curling
Championship held in Karlstad, Sweden. (The
other members of the team were Americans. The
rules for participating allowed Israel to be repre-
senteded by non-Israelis.)

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

All variety of people love the roaring game! 
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

CAROLYNE LINDNER
to play on Team Manitoba’s
Wheelchair Curling team

in Canadian Championship

KYLE DOERING and partner ASHLEY GROFF
vying to represent Canada in 2-person Mixed
Curling at 2018 Winter Olympics in South Korea

GARY
GUMPRICH

skipped team repre-
senting Israel at

World Senior
Curling Champion-

ship last April
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Community news

The People of the Book
The Rady JCC and Jewish Post & News Book Club

presents
The Marriage of Opposites 

Facilitated by Sharon Freed

Everyone is invited to join us on
Wednesday, March 8 at 7:30 pm for the
fourth installment of The People of the
Book featuring The Marriage of
Opposites by Alice Hoffman.

From the New York Times bestselling
author of The Dovekeepers and The
Museum of Extraordinary Things; a for-
bidden love story set on the tropical
island of St. Thomas about the extraor-
dinary woman who gave birth to painter
Camille Pissarro – the Father of
Impressionism.  Set in a world of almost
unimaginable beauty, The Marriage of
Opposites showcases the beloved, best-
selling Alice Hoffman at the height of her considerable powers. 

Sharon Freed is will be facilitating for The People of the Book.  She
simply loves reading and her long career as an English and Social
Studies teacher at the Gray Academy gives her a unique perspective. 

The program takes place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend and refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required.  For more information,
please contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or
rmalam@radyjcc.com.

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Wednesday, April 18 at 7:30 pm featuring Csardas by Diane
Pearson.

Jewish Songwriters Night at
Temple Shalom

Live music has long been a tradition of Reform Judaism, and
Winnipeg is known around the world for our unique music scene.
Temple Shalom is thrilled to be hosting an exceptional event showcas-
ing some of Winnipeg’s most talented Jewish songwriters on March
18th.

Len Udow, known across Canada as a superb singer, songwriter and
music producer, has been Cantorial Soloist at Temple Shalom for the
past 17 years. Len believes that music opens people’s minds and pro-
vides them with opportunities to be connected to a community: “Music
is a sign of solidarity, a feeling that we are part of something togeth-
er.” 

Jane Enkin’s passionate singing lifts her music to wonderful heights
of expression and beauty. She is a singer and storyteller who performs
original blues and jazz in a rich and melodic voice. 

Micah Erenberg is a talented multi-instrumentalist, singer-song-
writer from Matlock, Manitoba. He has strong Prairie roots, and his
captivating material is both clever and heartbreaking.

Nation of Two’s Jessee Havey and Nathaniel Good will entertain and
delight the crowd. Jessee has been a force in Canadian folk music for
many years. Her striking depth as a vocalist put her on the world stage
as a teenager with Winnipeg band The Duhks. Nathaniel developed his
style as a solo artist, using folk and alternative music in his rich and
timeless songwriting, which have led him to Winnipeg and the won-
derful new duo “Nation of Two”.

As always at Temple Shalom, food is an important part of the night!
Terrific social-style food, wine and beer will be available throughout
the evening. 

Funds raised will support Temple Shalom’s Music Fund. 
Tickets ($15) available at 1-800-838-3006 or 204-453-1625. 

Alice Hoffman


