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BerMax affair a black mark
for Jewish community

By BERNIE BELLAN

What began as the worst
hate crime in Winnipeg
history - within five days

was transformed into one of the
greatest hoaxes in recent memory.

It began with a police bulletin
issued Friday morning, April 20 :
On April 18, 2019, at approxi-

mately 10:45 p.m., emergency
services personnel responded to
a Medic call at a restaurant
located in the 1800 block of
Corydon Ave. 

Responders located an adult female within the café who had been assaulted. She was conveyed
to hospital in stable condition where she was treated and released. 
Officers determined that the business was likely the target of a robbery. In addition, the entire

restaurant had been severely vandalized.  The vandalism included property damage and spray-
painted, hate-related graffiti.
The Winnipeg Police Service Major Crimes Unit is investigating this as a hate-related crime in

conjunction with a Commercial Robbery. 

That explosive post set off a chain of events that dominated the Winnipeg news cycle for the
next five days. Then, on Wednesday, April 24, Wpg. Police Service released another, even more
explosive post:

Winnipeg Police Service Major Crimes investigators have arrested 3 adult suspects in an inci-
dent that occurred on Thursday, April 18, 2019 at a restaurant located in the 1800 block of
Corydon Ave. The following individuals were
arrested on April 24, 2019; Continued on page 4. See “BerMax”.

Graffiti outside BerMax Feb. 1, 2019 and graffiti inside
BerMax Apr. 24, 2019
Note the lower case “e” both times

Photos by Bernie Bellan



2 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, May 1, 2019

Dark comedy explores one man’s obsession.

Chesed Shel Emes Sponsors “To Dust”

I used to read some of the eulogies my father wrote before he delivered 

them. I was struck by the warmth of his words and by his deep desire  

to bring comfort to mourners.

 

I think of him often when I’m at Chesed Shel Emes. When I perform  

“tahara” with my fellow volunteers, I, too, am bringing comfort to  

mourners, but in a very different way.

 

Tahara is the ritual preparation of a body for burial. Men prepare men; 

women prepare women. Tahara involves a series of careful steps to clean 

the body and dress it in hand-sewn garments, tied according to ancient 

practice. Sand and pieces of pottery from Israel are placed over the eyes; 

a tallit wraps the body; prayers are recited. Tahara takes about an hour. 

It is a mindful hour. A thoughtful hour. A special hour, during which it is 

impossible to lose your focus.

 

While a family won’t likely see the tahara, they can take great comfort 

that their loved one is being treated 

with respect and tenderness.

 

It is an honour to perform tahara.  

Not a burden, not a stressor. Simply a 

beautiful honour. It is also an hon-

our to be involved with Chesed Shel 

Emes, where people representing all 

Jewish denominations come together 

in the spirit of cooperation. There is a 

great commitment among Board and 

staff to ensure that every Jewish 

person can be prepared for burial 

according to Jewish tradition.

 

Chesed Shel Emes is also a place 

of great skill and competence. 

I’ve always been impressed by 

how the Chesed has been able to 

keep the south building function-

ing, given its age and heavy use. 

That said, the time has come to 
replace the building so that we 
may continue to provide safe 
and dignified care of the deceased 
for many, many years to come.  
 

Ben Berkal is a retired social worker and former Manager of Mental Health 

at Victoria Hospital. He is a former member of the Chesed Shel Emes 

Board of Directors. He is the son of the late Rabbi Louis and Sara Berkal z’l.

To help stimulate conversation about death, dying, and Jewish burial prac-

tices, Chesed Shel Emes is sponsoring the May 23 screening of “To Dust” 

as part of the Rady JCC’s Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival.

“Any time we can bring people together to talk about the end of life 

through a Jewish lens, we are doing ourselves a service as a community,” 

says Rena Boroditsky, Executive Director of Chesed Shel Emes. “When we 

can create more comfort around the subject, I think people will come to 

find the beauty in Jewish practices.”

 

“To Dust” stars Géza Röhrig as Shmuel, a cantor whose wife’s untimely 

death leads to an obsession to learn more about what will happen to her 

body after burial. Matthew Broderick plays the biology professor who 

helps Shmuel find the an-

swers he craves.  

“The movie is a bit dark 

and very funny,” says 

Boroditsky, who will be 

leading a discussion after 

the screening. “In my expe-

rience, humour is a helpful 

tool for generating import-

ant conversations.”

 
Tickets for “To Dust” are available online at radyjcc.com  
or by phone at 204-477-7510.

Volunteer Ben Berkal reflects on Tahara.

Ben Berkal: “It is an honour to perform 
tahara. Not a burden, not a stressor.  
Simply a beautiful honour.”

Matthew Broderick and Géza Röhrig dig each 
other’s company in “To Dust”. 

A Special Hour

Call Chesed Shel Emes today at 204-582-5088  
or make your campaign gift online at ourtradition.ca

Please help us replace and equip the aging south building of Winnipeg’s  
Jewish funeral home. You can build on our tradition of lovingkindness.

“It is especially comforting to know that when we lose a loved one, 
Chesed Shel Emes is immediately available, providing services and 
care. Playing a quiet role in our lives, Chesed Shel Emes is a pillar of 
our community. Previous generations created this infrastructure.  
Now, my generation must ensure it is preserved for the future.  
Matthew and I are proud to support the campaign.”

—Mira Narvey, Donor
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Alexander Berent, 56 Oxana Berent, 48
Maxim Berent, 29

These individuals are all owners of the
café. They are each charged with one count

of Public Mischief and released. Public Mischief (CCC 140 (1)) occurs
when an individual, with intent to mislead, causes a peace officer to enter
on or continue an investigation based on a false statement or causing
another person to be suspected of having committed an offense to divert
suspicion from themselves.

Investigators believe that the initial report of a robbery was staged.
Further, the anti-semitic graffiti and vandalism were also falsely reported
as being done by outside suspects.

Hate-related crime is one of the most heinous acts we encounter as a
society. It tears at the fabric of who we are as a country. False allegations
of hate crime trivialize the trauma that genuine victims endure. The
Winnipeg Police Service fully investigates all reports of hate-related crime.
We encourage the public to report any suspected incident.

In between those two posts we began writing on our website that we were
highly suspicious of the suggestion that what happened at BerMax Caffé
was actually a “hate crime”.  We were suspicious because this was the
fourth such incident to occur at BerMax over the past six months.

We posed a number of questions to Wpg. Police Service on Friday,  April
19, including why, with such scant information available, the WPS had
issued a release that was bound to create a huge stir, not just in the Jewish
community, but the general community as well?

Constable Rob Carver responded: “…some background on why the WPS
would release preliminary information on this incident: as your email high-
lights, incidents such as this (hate-based crime, anti-Semitic attacks) pro-
foundly affect both specific communities and the City as a whole. The cur-
rent state of communication (social media, etc.) is such that details of this
incident would be shared early on. It would be irresponsible of the WPS to
not acknowledge the incident early, and confirm basic details to ensure that
unsubstantiated rumours and speculation don’t take over the narrative. We
only share information that would not impact our ability to properly inves-
tigate the incident. Additional information will be released when it is
appropriate to do so. We always attempt to balance the public’s desire for
details with our primary function of successfully investigating the crime.”

At that point I began writing an ongoing blog on our website, asking
questions about this deeply troubling incident. I especially wondered why
BerMax had now been targeted by vandals on four separate occasions since
the fall. On April 21 I wrote: “While the police have characterized this most
recent incident as a ‘hate crime’, the possibility exists, however, that some-
thing else is behind the spate of vandalism at BerMax...  We would like to
remind readers that in 2017, Jewish community centres throughout the
United States were put on high alert by threats arriving over the internet. It
turned out that the threats were all coming from a teenaged American boy
living in Israel.

“We’re not suggesting that is what’s been happening with BerMax. We
just find it passing strange that one particular establishment has now been
targeted with the same sort of graffiti on three separate instances since
January. There are other Jewish-owned restaurants in the area. To our
knowledge they haven’t been targeted for any sort of vandalism. Why just
BerMax, we wonder? Is BerMax being singled out for some sort of retri-
bution? While whoever did this certainly seems to be antisemitic, given the
nature of the graffiti that have been spray painted - now on three separate

occasions, one wonders
whether the primary motiva-
tion for whoever has been
doing this is something com-
pletely separated from anti-
semitism.”

That same day I received a
text from Maxim Berent, co-
owner of BerMax Caffé, in
response to some questions I
had asked him. Maxim con-
firmed that it was his mother,
Oxana, who had allegedly
been assaulted. When I asked
him whether she saw her
attackers, he responded that “it
was dark in there”. 

According to Maxim, his
mother had been rendered
unconscious by the attack.
When she came to, he says,
“She can’t remember. She was
not in good condition when I
found her” (which, we later
learned from WPS, was sup-
posed to have been at 10:30
pm.)

On Wednes-
day, April 25,
after the
Berents had
been charged
by the WPS
with public
mischief, I
was invited
by Maxim to
meet with the
Berent family
at the café
later that
e v e n i n g .
When I  met
with them, I
asked Maxim
and Oxana a
number of
q u e s t i o n s ,
i n c l u d i n g
w h e t h e r ,
when Oxana
was attacked,
she had been
hit on the
head. She
said she had-
n’t. I asked
her how she
could have
blacked out
then? She said
that she tends to faint when she is extremely anxious.

Where had Maxim been when his mother was allegedly assaulted and the
restaurant trashed? According to Maxim, he had been at Home Depot with
his father. He says that he can obtain a copy of a transaction receipt to ver-
ify what time he was there. He says that he found his mother, unconscious,
at 10:30 pm. The police bulletin said emergency services personnel
responded to a call at 10:45 pm, so the timeline makes sense.

But, when I attended the crime scene Friday afternoon, I noticed that
there was no sign of forcible entry at BerMax; however, the restaurant
closed at 9:00 pm that Thursday evening. Why was the door not locked? I
asked Maxim. He said that he often left the door open, even after the restau-
rant was closed. (I leave it to readers to decide whether that sounds strange
or not.)

But Oxana had still been in the restaurant, with the lights off. (She said
she was coming from the kitchen into the serving area when she was
attacked.) Why on earth would the door have been left open, I wondered,
with Oxana alone in the restaurant? No doubt, that is a question that police
asked as well.

So, the attackers had come in through an open door, Oxana fainted - and
then the attackers began to trash the place? With the lights off? And draw
all sorts of hate-filled graffiti on the floor, on the walls, and in every office
(of which there are three) in BerMax? Did they turn the lights on to do that?
But that would have drawn attention from passersby, wouldn’t you think?
So, they would have had to do it with flashlights. Kind of far fetched, don’t
you think?

But I also saw an open safe in Maxim’s office. So the attackers were able
to open the safe, do all that damage, and Oxana is lying there having faint-
ed? I can see how the police became suspicious - even though I admit that
I was posting skeptically on our Facebook page and website about the
police’s assertion that the Berents had staged the entire affair. In order for
the police claim that the Berents staged the entire affair to bear out, it will
be necessary to show that Maxim hit Oxana in order to produce the injuries
that she sustained. It’s kind of hard to wrap your head around that, but the
idea that Oxana fainted - and didn’t hit her head, by the way, and was out
the entire time until Maxim found her - well, I leave it to you to decide how
credible that is.

I asked Maxim and Oxana whether BerMax was in deep financial trou-
ble. Oxana responded that, just like any business, they had some debts. We
have now learned that the Berents had some very serious financial issues.
The CBC was the first to report that the Berent family home was about to
be put up for sale. But, despite their major financial problems, the Berents
denied, both to the CBC and to me,  that their debts could have motivated
them to stage the attack and vandalism. They insisted that  that insurance
for the damage would not pay very much. 

When I attended BerMax Caffé on Wednesday, April 24, I could see that,
while there was a lot of broken glass, dishes and food strewn about, there
was no damage to any of the equipment beyond a smashed TV monitor -
so the suggestion that this was an insurance scam doesn’t make much
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Comment

By BERNIE BELLAN

Because of the notoriety of the BerMax story I didn’t have enough
room for my usual Short takes column this issue, but I couldn’t let
the occasion of Linda Sarsour’s coming here pass without comment

– along with a few observations about the BerMax affair.
In 2002, students at Concordia University in Montreal prevented

Binyamin Netanyahu from speaking there (he was not Israel’s prime min-
ister at the time). Then, in 2004, the university itself barred former Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak from speaking there.

In 2010, Israel’s ambassador to the United States, Michael Oren, was
repeatedly interrupted by protesters during a speech he was giving at the
University of California in Irvine. (He was eventually able to finish deliv-
ering his speech though.)

There has been an ongoing campaign on university campuses in the
United States (and occasionally in Canada as well) to prevent pro-Israel
speakers, not only from speaking, but from appearing at all. It is all part of
the effort described as “anti-normalization”, which aims to disallow any
sort of platform to anyone who would speak on behalf of Israel.

We don’t much like that, do we? But when someone such as Linda
Sarsour is invited to appear on a panel that, by the way, had nothing at all
to do with Israel, a huge hue and cry is raised, culminating in Mayor Brian
Bowman himself (along with Provincial Deputy Premier Heather
Stefanson) calling for the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg to rescind
the invitation to Sarsour to appear here.

Do you detect a note of hypocrisy in wanting to bar Linda Sarsour from
appearing here, at the same time that pro-Israel speakers have had to con-
tend with exactly the same type of pre-emptive attempts to bar them from
speaking on some university campuses? 

It was just recently that Lex Rofeberg was targeted by certain individuals
within our community for the same opprobrium. I’ve been asking: Who has
the right to be the arbiter of what constitutes hate speech or anti-Semitism? 

What we’ve seen in both instances is a couple of noisy individuals who
have taken it upon themselves to decide who should be allowed to speak in
Winnipeg. In both cases they became active on social media, whipping up
passions, culminating in pressure being put on the Jewish Federation to call
for, first Rofeberg, then Sarsour, to have invitations to them to come to
Winnipeg rescinded.

The Federation is in an uncomfortable position when it’s asked to take a
stand against alleged anti-Israel speakers. If it declines to acquiesce to the
pressure, it itself would be accused of not standing up to anti-Israel voices.
If it does join in the call to rescind invitations to speakers, then it opens
itself up to critics like me, who advocate for free speech  - no matter how
upsetting that speech may be.

I don’t expect that anything I have to say on the matter will have any
impact on future situations which may resemble what we’ve just seen with
Rofeberg or Sarsour. Let’s just be aware how totally hypocritical it is
though to want to repress free speech when it might be critical of Israel, yet

we protest when anti-Israel protesters do exactly the same thing to pro-
Israel speakers. When it comes to defending the right to free speech, some
Jews can be highly selective in deciding who should be allowed to exercise
that right. I say, take off the blinkers and reflect on how you are going to
be perceived by the general public.

And – speaking of perception, while I go on at great length in describing
the entire BerMax story in this issue, I have a couple of observations on
how this story played out in the five short days between the time that the
police issued their first bulletin about what had happened at BerMax and
their second bulletin, which was that the owners of BerMax had perpetrat-
ed the entire affair themselves.

The police bulletins were unambiguous in describing the nature of the
crimes. On April 19, what happened at BerMax was described as a “hate-
related crime”; but by April 25 the language shifted to saying
“Investigators believe that the initial report of a robbery was staged.
Further, the anti-semitic graffiti and vandalism were also falsely reported
as being done by outside suspects.”

Having gone from whipping up passions at one end of the spectrum – by
inciting terrible fears among Jews and non-Jews alike about a terrible
instance of anti-Semitism, to doing the exact opposite, and inciting fury
among so many at the Berents for allegedly staging the entire affair, the
Winnipeg Police Service did not couch their language in unambiguous
terms either in the first or second bulletin they released. 

I, for one, was immediately suspicious about the “hate-related crime”
bulletin – suggesting to Winnipeg Police in an email I sent to them on April
19 that the fact this was the fourth occurrence of this type at BerMax in a
space of less than six months could very well have been a distraction from
something else that was going on.

But then, when I, along with everyone else, was shocked to read that it
was the Berents themselves who were charged with staging the entire
affair, I immediately wondered what the evidence for coming to that con-
clusion was. I realize that the police do not, as a rule, release information
that would explain why they laid a certain charge, but in this particular sit-
uation, the charge was so absolutely unexpected, that simply to say that the
charge was based on a “combination of video surveillance, forensic evi-
dence and interviews” left all of us wondering just what it was that led
police to that determination.

But, as I note in my story elsewhere in this issue, it was my visit to
BerMax Caffé itself on April 25, at Maxim Berent’s invitation (when I was
there with a CBC reporter and camerawoman) that led me to conclude that
the Berents probably did stage the entire affair. I admit it took me days to
put together the pieces and I was speculating about  all sorts of scenarios
on our website and Facebook page, but it did finally dawn on me that the
Berent story just didn’t add up. It’s sad to have to admit that because I’ve
developed a close relationship with Maxim and Oxana Berent over the
years, but in the end, their story is just too full of holes.

On free speech and having it both ways

By MYRON LOVE
Recently a group of American Conservative and Reform rabbis wrote to

President Trump, asking  him to put pressure on Israel’s Prime Minister,
Benjamin Netanyahu,  not to annex the Jewish communities in Judea and
Samaria, a promise Netanyahu made during the recent election campaign.

Now this strikes me as chutzpadik on two counts. In the first place, I
would be very surprised if even a single one of these rabbis supported
Trump. How many have themselves demonized him as an anti-Semite?
And now they are turning to him to put pressure on the Jewish State of
Israel? 

The man is a much stronger supporter of the Jewish State of Israel than
are many Jews who belong to Reform and Conservative congregations. So
these rabbis have to be utterly delusional to believe that Trump will pay any
attention to their petition.

The other chutzpadik point here is that the vast majority of Israelis voted
for either Likud or Benny Gantz’ Blue and White Party. The latter’s poli-
cies are not much different than Likud’s. What these rabbis are saying by
their petition is that they know better than Israelis what is in the best inter-
est of Israel and Israelis. 

Do these rabbis not know that Israel is a democracy? Or is Israel a
democracy only if the faction they the rabbis support wins elections?

Do they consider all Israelis (the majority of Israelis in this case) who
voted for Likud and the Blue and White party “right wing extremists”?

Obviously, they don’t have a clue what it is like to live in a country sur-
rounded on all sides by hostile enemy armies who openly call for the
destruction of your country.

And how would they react if Israelis tried to tell them what is in the best
interest of American Jews?

As to the matter at hand, whether Netanyahu and his Likud-led govern-

ment do or do not annex the Jewish communities east of the Green Line –
the armistice line from 1948 – is a moot point. Perhaps, it was simply an
empty campaign promise. And if the government does follow through, it is
simply recognizing the reality on the ground – much like the American
government recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital city and Israel’s
annexation of the Golan Heights.

Refusing to recognize this reality – regrettably that includes a sizeable
number of Jewish Americans and Canadians – makes as much sense as the
American Government’s refusal to recognize Communist China for more
than 20 years.

It is completely unrealistic to assume that Israel will uproot more than
500,000 Israelis from long-established Jewish communities in what used to
be the heartland of the Jewish people.

And may I point out that no government of Israel would ever consider
“annexing” the areas of Judea and Samara - or the Palestinian Arabs living
in those areas - that are under the rule of the Palestinian Authority.

I believe that it is generally understood that should a Palestinian leader
one day arise who wants to sign a peace agreement with Israel, most of
those Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria would remain part of
Israel.

As conditions currently stand, the Palestinian Authority and its leader,
Mahmoud Abbas, have no interest in signing off on a peace agreement with
Israel – although I doubt that the rabbis who sent the petition to Trump are
prepared to recognize that reality either.

Over the past 70-plus years, the Palestinian leadership has made it quite
clear that they want all of Israel – even though many in the West still refuse
to hear it.

I would suggest that the rabbis focus on their congregations and butt out
of issues about which they seem to understand very little. 

American Reform, Conservative rabbis want Trump to interfere in Israel politics
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S
ixteen years ago,
Elaine Berliner
was at a low

point in her life. 
“I was feeling

lousy,” she recalls. “It
was close to Christmas
and it struck me that
this must be the way
homeless people feel

at Christmas.”
It occurred to her that, even though she was

feeling crummy, perhaps she could help make
things a little better for homeless people by vol-
unteering at a soup kitchen on Christmas day.
So she made some calls and, much to her great
surprise, found out that all of the city’s soup
kitchens were closed on Christmas day.

“The staff didn’t want to be working on Christmas day,” she says.
Now Elaine Berliner is one determined individual who doesn’t give up

easily. “My father (the late Morris and Sonia Berliner) were my role mod-
els,” she says. “They were always supportive of the Jewish community and
taught me the importance of community. They encouraged my volunteer
activities.”

Over the years, Berliner has given of her time to several organizations,
among them Big Sisters, Meals on Wheels, Teen Touch. She has also
served as secretary of the Simkin Centre Family council..

So, unable to find a soup kitchen to help out on Christmas day, Berliner
– with the encouragement of friends, decided to go it alone.

“I started by meeting with people at five existing soup kitchens to get
some idea about what is involved,” she says. “People told me that I was
crazy, that it was too big a project to take on.”

Undeterred, Berliner forged ahead. She managed to get permission from
the Salvation Army to use their facilities, and Berliner’s Silent Night Soup
Kitchen was born. (She is quick to point out that her Christmas and Easter
soup kitchen has no affiliation with the Salvation Army.)

Every year now, for the past 15 years, with the help of a small group of
volunteers (among them at times members of Temple Shalom, whom,
Berliner notes, were a wonderful group to work with), Berliner organizes
Christmas and Easter dinners for up to 500 people. Christmas usually sees

200-300 with more
for Easter. Her most
recent Easter dinner
on Sunday, April 21,
fed about 650 people.

“It was just
packed,” She says. “It
was the biggest sup-
per we have ever
done.”

While most are
homeless, she notes,
there are some who
are on welfare and a
few families who are
among the working
poor.

So how does she do

it? Well, it helps that for the past 14
years, she has been working in food
service. (She recently changed
careers and now works for a media
company.) She has been able to call
on her many contacts in the industry
to donate turkeys (for Christmas) and
hams (for Easter) and most of the
other elements of the suppers.

“I am grateful for all donations,”
she says.

She also organizers annual
fundraisers – most often a Blues
Night at the Windsor Hotel. “The
Blues Nights have all been sold out
ahead of time,” she says.

“We also have a Chinese auction as
part of the Blues Nights with prizes

donated by friends and some of my former customers.”
How does she know how many people to expect for dinner? “The

Salvation Army gives out tickets two weeks ahead of time,” she responds.
“There is an informal network among the homeless.”

She reports that she starts putting together her crew of 35 volunteers
about a month before the big day. Her volunteers sometimes include entire
families. “We have one family from Guyana and another Filipino family
help out,” she says. “It is heartwarming to see families working together to
help make Christmas and Easter special for those who may be without fam-
ily.”

There have been some heartwarming moments over the years. She
recounts the story of a friend who comes to volunteer and who brought his
young son with him one year at Christmas. 

“I always make sure to bring presents for the kids at the Christmas din-
ner,” she notes. “I usually get the presents at the dollar store. That
Christmas, my friend’s son brought with him a wooden train set to give to
one of the kids. I took the present and gave it to one of the kids and told
him that Santa was here and left the present for him. I will never forget the
look on his face. He was ecstatic.

“It became an annual tradition for the boy who gave the train set to bring
one of his Christmas presents for one of the kids at the dinner.”

Then there was the time that friends of Berliners were visiting at
Christmas from Toronto and volunteered to help with the dinner. “My
friends’ 14-year-old daughter had never met a homeless person and was a
little anxious about it,” Berliner recalls. “By the end of the evening, she
was sitting on the floor playing with the kids and their new toys.”

Perhaps the most moving moment for her and her volunteers came some
years ago when a worker came up to them after one Christmas dinner and
told them that two of the guests had been contemplating suicide, but
changed their minds because they had Christmas dinner to look forward to.

But it not only through Christmas and Easter dinners that Berliner helps
the homeless. She also collects clothing and other necessities year round
for the homeless. The clothing is stored at her home.

Readers who may wanty to donate clothing can Email Berliner at
elaineberliner@mymts.net.

Winter wear and socks are most in demand, she reports. “One year,
Western Glove Works donated 100 blankets. People snapped them up.

“The Silent Night Soup kitchen is the most fulfilling project that I have
ever undertaken,” she concludes.

Businesswoman making life a little brighter for the homeless
AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Ryerson prof’s new book a tribute to the builders of our Jewish community
By MYRON LOVE

T
he world  in which we live in is far different from
the society my grandparents’ generation found
here when they came to Winnipeg in the early

1900s. Most of us take our prosperity for granted. And
those of us who may have financial challenges can rest
easy in knowing that our medical care is paid for and
that our various levels of government will help us out
in whatever form of help we require.

It was not so in the early decades of the 20th century.
As Arthur Ross pointed out in his magnificent lecture
on Wednesday, April 17, at the Asper Campus, Jewish
immigrants coming to Winnipeg – to Canada in gener-
al – were coming to an alien society where people
spoke an alien language and there was no social safety
net. Although there were a few relatively well-to-do
Jewish Winnipeggers whose families had arrived earli-
er – in the 1880s and 1890s, most of the newcomers
would struggle to earn a bare living – and anyone who

had to look to what government social assistance there
was faced the prospect of deportation for becoming “a
burden on society”.

Yet, even though very few of those families were able
to earn incomes that rose above the poverty line – even
with teenage children also working – and even though
they were perhaps one illness away from financial disas-
ter, Ross notes, the community as a whole was able over
a period of 30 years to raise enough money to build an
orphanage, an old folks home and a Jewish hospital - the
Mount Carmel Clinic – and also create numerous self-
help and free loan associations. In addition, Winnipeg’s
growing Jewish community was able to combine dona-
tions with Jewish communities across Canada to send aid
beleaguered Jewish communities “back home” in Russia
during World War I.

Ross, who has advanced degrees from the London
School of Economics and the University of Toronto and

who has been teaching
Continued on next page.

Elaine Berliner (circled) with some of the 35 volunteers
who regularly put on Christmas & Easter dinners for the
homeless

ARTHUR ROSS

Social Notes
Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks

I wish to thank all my relatives
and friends for their cards, phone
calls, and visits during my stay in
the hospital.

– Mary Muyal
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By MARCY OSTER
(JTA) – One week after winning election to a

fifth term as Israel’s head of state, Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was named to Time
Magazine’s list of the 100 most influential peo-
ple.

Other Jewish people on the list include
Facebook founder Mark Zuckerberg; Jennifer
Hyman, whose $1 billion company Rent the
Runway allows subscribers to rent designer
clothing online; and Leah Greenberg and Ezra
Levin, who started the progressive activism
group Indivisible.

“Israel grows more prosperous. It grows more
powerful,” Time columnist David French wrote
for his entry for Netanyahu in the Leaders cate-
gory. “And as the election shows, sufficient num-
bers of Israelis believe not just that Netanyahu is partly
responsible for that success but that he’s the nation’s indis-
pensable man.”

Hyman is a mentor dedicated to advocating for women,
designer Diane Von Furstenberg wrote in her entry in the
Titans category.

In his tribute to Zuckerberg, also in the Titans category,
Facebook founding president Sean Parker wrote: “Mark may
have changed the world more than any living person, so it’s
surprising how little success has changed him.” He added
that Zuckerberg will have to make “hard choices” in order to
keep the social media platform’s openness while staying
clear of privacy abuses.

“My hope is that he remains true to the ideals upon which
the company was founded – choosing to promote universal
values like decency over sensationalism, intimacy over
social status, and human dignity over tribalism – or in
Zuckspeak, simply: ‘goodness,’” he wrote.

Indivisible, founded by Greenberg and Levin, who are married, is “a
powerful network of folks ready to fight for justice and inclusion in health
care, at our borders and in the Supreme Court,” Massachusetts Rep. Ayanna
Pressley wrote. The organization draws on the local grassroots tactics of
the conservative Tea Party movement to advocate against President Donald
Trump and his policies.

“I see myself as being part of a tradition of Jews organizing for social jus-
tice, and recognizing that our own status of a minority group that has been

persecuted calls on us to support others who are
under attack,” Greenberg, a Reform Jew, told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency in 2017.

Israeli actress Gal Gadot wrote the entry about Dwayne Johnson, who
was honored in the Artists category.

“If you have had the pleasure to work with him, as I have on the ‘Fast and
Furious’ films, you know that he is full of heart and creates an environment
on set filled with warmth and positivity,” she wrote.

All the Jews who made the Time 100 most influential people list

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg delivers
the keynote speech at F8, Facebook's devel-
oper conference, in San Jose, California,
May 1, 2018. (AP Photo/Marcio Jose Sanchez, File)

Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
smiles as he delivers a speech during the
launch of his Likud party election campaign
in Ramat Gan, Israel, March 4, 2019. 

(Amir Levy/Getty Images)

Ezra Levin and Leah Greenberg founded the
anti-Trump group Indivisible with other for-
mer congressional staffers. 

(Courtesy of Greenberg/via JTA)
Jennifer Hyman

Canadian Politics at Ryerson for
36 years, was in Winnipeg for the

launch here of his new book, “Communal Solidarity: Immigration,
Settlement, and Social Welfare in Winnipeg’s Jewish Community – 1882-
1930”. Arthur Ross noted that he has focused on a period in Winnipeg’s
Jewish community history that has been largely overlooked by others who
have written histories of the community.

There has been very little written about Canadian Jewish history as a
whole between Confederation in 1867 and the First World War years, he
observed.

For Ross –– “Communal Solidarity” hits close to home. He himself is a
third generation descendant of those pre-1914 Jewish immigrants to
Winnipeg – and he has what some might consider yichus in that regard.
His mother, the late Anne Ross, for 35 years was the public face of and dri-
ving force behind the Mount Carmel Clinic.

“As a child, I would often visit the Mount Carmel Clinic,” he recalls. “I
would gaze at the photos of the clinic’s founders, both men and women,
and marvel at the look of determination in their eyes.”

Ross reported that prior to 1900, Winnipeg’s Jewish community stood at
about 1000. By the advent of World War I, a wave of Jewish immigration
from Russia had swelled the Jewish community here to around 14,000.
And it was the experiences of that post-1900 cohort coming of age in a
Russian society imbued both with anti-semitism and repression as well as
- and more importantly – new concepts such as libraries, Zionism and
socialism and representative democracy that explains how they were able
to bring about wholesale change to their new community – despite indi-
vidual meagre circumstances.

The development of Yiddish as a literary language also played a role in
exposing younger Jews to a wider world and new ideas, he noted.

That generation of immigrants was not prepared to blindly follow reli-
gious leaders and their financial “betters”, he pointed out in his presenta-
tion. That new outlook was best illustrated by the debate just before the
war over the creation of a Jewish orphanage to save Jewish orphans from
being absorbed in the larger Christian community. A well-to-do Jewish
businessman - by the name of Robinson – who lived south of the railroad

tracks - called a meeting of the Jewish community and pledged a fairly
large sum of money –for that time – to build a Jewish orphanage to be
named after his mother. The proposal did not go over well with the bulk
of the Jewish population – who were living in the north end and didn’t feel
that it was appropriate to have the new building named after a rich man’s
mother.

In response, Ross noted, a group of north end Jewish women formed a
committee to raise money to build their own orphanage. They enlisted a
large number of volunteers and raised the money to build and maintain
said orphanage. 

Robinson and his wealthier friends did open their own Esther Robinson
Jewish Orphanage but it proved to be financially unsustainable and with-
in a few years merged with the rival community-based orphanage. The
merged orphanage expanded its outreach to Jewish communities across
Western Canada by renaming itself the Jewish Orphanage of Western
Canada.

“It is really remarkable what that generation was able to build consider-
ing that the average Jewish Winnipegger was earning just $750 a year
which was about $200 below the living wage,” he says. “Even with that,
the community was able to raise $120,000 (in the second decade of the 20th

century) to build an orphanage.”
Ross also emphasized the important role that women played in develop-

ing the new institutions.
Ross says that “Communal Solidarity” developed from a paper he pre-

sented in Winnipeg in 2001 at a conference on radicalism. “This book
wasn’t easy to research,” he said. “I explored eight or nine archives in dif-
ferent cities. But it was rewarding in the end.”

In his presentation, he noted that he had been able to make extensive
usage of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada archives and
heaped much praise on the JHC. “This book couldn’t have been written
without the help of the Jewish Heritage Centre,” he said.

He also expressed his gratitude to the University of Manitoba Press
which published the book.

Ross introduced his book in Toronto on March 31 at Darchei Noam
Synagogue –a congregation that includes many former Winnipeggers. 

Continued from previous page.



By ANDREW SILOW-CARROLL
(JTA) — Here’s what we know about the shooter who took the life of a

worshipper at a San-Diego area Chabad and wounded three others: He was
a white, 19-year-old college student who grew up in an Orthodox
Presbyterian church and he may or may not have tried to set fire to a near-
by mosque last month, perhaps inspired by the terrorist attacks at two
mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand.

What we didn’t know: Why he targeted a synagogue; why he wanted
Jews to die; what combination of personal madness and outside influences
drove him to murder and terror.

What we don’t hesitate to do in the absence of hard information: Draw
our own conclusions; lay blame; wedge the shooter’s scant bio into the
political frameworks that we’ve already erected.

The “react” story has long been a staple of ethnic journalism. After a big
global or national event, you round up the reactions of, in our case, Jewish
organizations. Rarely are these condemnations or celebrations surprising or
even very interesting. Sympathy at natural calamities, outrage at manmade
ones, thumbs up or thumbs down when the story is political, depending on
your ideology.

As to anti-Semitism reacts, how many ways can an organization express
its dismay at acts of anti-Jewish hatred, except to go to the thesaurus?
They’re a “scourge,” a “disease,” a “poison,” a “pathology.”

But that formula has changed, like just about everything else, certainly in
the past three years, and perhaps over a decade and more. Jews can no
longer agree on how to regard anti-Semitism. The left focuses on a far right
energized by the rise of nationalist populism and politicians whose own
nativist views sound awfully familiar to historians of hate. The right sees
anti-Israelism as the “new anti-Semitism” and regards as the biggest threat
those whose support for the Palestinians quickly devolves into classic anti-
Jewish “tropes.” Centrists are criticized for trying to straddle the line
because failing to take sides means they are weak on [insert your enemy
here].

The dynamic was on display in the hours after the shooting at the Poway
Chabad. The Anti-Defamation League, long the community’s compass on
anti-anti-Semitism, avoided the blame game.

“It’s heartbreaking to see yet another tragedy on Shabbat, on the last day
of Passover, exactly six months after the shooting at the Tree of Life syna-
gogue in Pittsburgh,” which claimed 11 lives, the ADL wrote Saturday.

But the ADL also didn’t look to include the Poway shooting into some
sort of grab bag of anti-Jewish threats on the left and the right, which has
become the safe way to talk about anti-Semitism. Instead it compared the
shooting only to the recent attacks carried out by white, male lone wolves
— Christchurch, Pittsburgh — and to the far-right hatefest at
Charlottesville. Given what was and is still known about the Poway shoot-
ing, the statement felt measured and factual. It was in keeping with an ADL
report from earlier this year noting that nearly all recent acts of violent
extremism in the United States were carried out by white supremacists, not
Islamists or pro-Palestinian activists.

Others saw in Poway a reflection of their worst fears and bêtes noires.
For a left-wing group like Bend the Arc: Jewish Action, the blame lay
squarely on the White House and its current occupant.

“Although it may be hard to accept, the fact that we witnessed yet anoth-
er act of white nationalist violence is sadly not ‘hard to believe,’ as
President Trump said in response to the shooting,” Bend the Arc said. “Not
when the President and his allies have helped mainstream white national-
ism in American politics, making our nation ripe for the acts of terror in
Poway and in Pittsburgh, where both shooters were inspired by conspiracy

theories peddled by the President and his allies, and contributing to an
increase in acts of anti-Semitic, anti-Muslim, anti-immigrant, anti-Black
and anti-LGBTQ violence in recent years.”

Compare that to the Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Center for
Holocaust Studies, a Canadian affiliate of the Los Angeles-based Simon
Wiesenthal Center.

The Friends group was fast out of the gate with a statement saying that
“anti-Semitism and hate at large continues to increase year to year as
nationalist white supremacist groups expand globally,” but expanded the
camera view to include “extreme leftists [who] unfairly and hypocritically
defame Israel and radical Islamists [who] push an anti-Zionist agenda.”

It also included in its statement a condemnation of what normally would
have been the most outrageous anti-Semitic act of April 28, 2019: A car-
toon that appeared in The New York Times international edition depicting
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu as a guide dog (a guide dachs-
hund, actually), leading a blind Trump. The dog’s collar has a Star of David
and Trump is wearing a black yarmulke, pushing the cartoon out of the
realm of political commentary and into Der Sturmer territory.

Unlike Bend the Arc, however, the Friends of the Wiesenthal Center
statement did not point fingers at the American president or mention the
actual Nazis who marched at Charlottesville or ran as Republicans in last
year’s midterms. Instead it condemned college students and professors who
support the boycott of Israel, and leftist political leaders like the British
Labour Party’s Jeremy Corbyn and Rep. Ilhan Omar, D-Minn., “who have
been accused of promoting anti-Semitism and of trying to create a wedge
between their countries and the State of Israel.” It also singled out the
United Nations for its “baffling” anti-Israel resolutions.

(For its part, the Simon Wiesenthal Center in Los Angeles, whose founder
gave the benediction at Trump’s inaugural and has praised the president
often for his full-throated support of Israel, likened the Poway shooting to
attacks on other houses of worship in Sri Lanka, France, Jerusalem,
Pittsburgh and Christchurch. It didn’t use the occasion to condemn the left.)

There was still another approach, which was to find the commonalities
among the various brands of contemporary anti-Semitism.

“The antisemitic intersection of white nationalism, anti-Zionism and
Islamic Jew-hatred is to render the Jews isolated and powerless,” tweeted
Einat Wilf, who served in the Israeli Knesset as a member of the Labor and
Independence parties. “Each feeds off the others as evidence that Jews have
no allies, and therefore could be bullied, maligned, injured and killed, with
no consequences.”

Unsurprisingly, this common cause approach is rarely the way of Twitter,
where the left-right divide is often on full display. Either modern anti-
Semitism is Trump’s fault, or the Boycott Israel movement is the greatest
danger facing the Jews. That New York Times cartoon was the result of
vicious anti-Zionism gone mainstream or part of the coarsening of the pub-
lic discourse led by the “alt-right.”

For many there appears to be a fear that if the focus turns to one side of
the political spectrum, we’ll go soft on the anti-Semitism coming from the
other side.

The historian Deborah Lipstadt notes this politicization of anti-anti-
Semitism in her new book, “Antisemitism: Here and Now.”

“Don’t see anti-Semitism only on the other side of the political transom
from which you are located,” she warned in an interview with the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency. “If you’re only seeing it on the opposite side of the
transom, you’re instrumentalizing this for political purposes.”

The Chabad movement, whose affiliated center was the target of the
attack, kept out of the political fray. Even amid its own grief, a statement
from its national headquarters did something that many other organizations

have often failed to do in these polarized times. It
spoke to all Americans, not just to or at the parti-
sans.

“Let us remember that while primitive hatred
against Jews was allowed to fester in many other
countries, ultimately to the detriment of all their
citizens. America’s values of tolerance and lov-
ingkindness, and its commitment to law and
order have been its greatest assets,” Chabad says
in its statement.

Then it quotes Rabbi Yehuda Krinsky, the
chairman of the Chabad-Lubavitch educational
and social services arms.

“The alarm bells of recent events are ringing,
and we call upon leaders from across all political
divides to stop the dangerous, downward spiral
of anti-Semitism,” Krinsky said. “In the spirit of
Passover, the Festival of Freedom, may we each
commit to work to bring security, healing and
unity to our fractured nation.”

The views and opinions expressed in this arti-
cle are those of the author and do not necessari-
ly reflect the views of JTA or its parent company,
70 Faces Media.
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The Poway shooting exposes the fractured state of our communal discourse
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Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
The poet and partisan Abraham Sutzkever who died in 2010 is

known today mostly for his Holocaust poetry. The Jewish American
poet and translator Richard Fein’s book “The Full Pomegranate:
Poems of Avrom Sutzkever” brings many of the poet’s poems in
English translation. The translations are accurate, clear, and modern,
yet the translator’s decision not to translate the poet’s original
rhymes, sophisticated word games, and expressive musicality, does
not do poetic justice to these masterful works of art. We will have to
wait for future translations. 

The Jewish Radio Hour - 
upcoming shows

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM on
Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com

On May 5th, Lyle Smordin hosts a program of community news
and music. On the Yiddish Portion, Osher Kraut remembers the
Shoah.

On May 12th Sid Halpern pays tribute to Laurie Mainster whose
love for Yiddish and Community left us a legacy to inspire us to keep
the flame of Yiddish alive. Rochelle Zucker celebrates Yom
Haatzmaut and Mother’s Day.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Dear Member of 
The Lanny Remis Speakers Forum:

We are pleased to announce that our 2019 Lanny Remis Speakers
Forum luncheons will re-commence on May 2, 2019 at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue and will continue every Thursday until the end of
October. 

The luncheons run from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Simone Cohen Scott, who arranges our speakers, advises that for
May 2nd, David Asper, Chair of the Manitoba Police
Commission, will be our speaker. He will address us on the topic
“Civilian Oversight of Policing in Manitoba”, 

The membership fee this year will be $40.00 for the season and is
payable after three attendances or sooner, if preferred. You may make
your cheques payable to “The Lanny Remis Speakers Forum”.

The weekly luncheons will be $23.00, to be paid to Shaarey Zedek,
and will now include both soup and dessert.

Further, as most of you know, it is customary in a synagogue for the
men to cover their heads. The synagogue has available at the
entrances a supply of “kipas” for this purpose. Out of respect for the
Synagogue we ask that men please cover their heads. Thank you.

Here are the speakers lined up for the rest of May:

May 9th - “When Are We All Yazidis?”; Lorne Weiss, past presi-
dent of Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, will discuss the recent immigra-
tion program.

May 16th - “Among Israelis: Some Captured Moments”; Dr. Jack
Micay, self-confessed ‘Zionist Voyeurist’, will share highlights from
his photography exhibit in Toronto.

May 23rd - “The Rise & Fall of a (unique, interdisciplinary) Mature
Women’s Program”; Dr. Richard Boroditsky, Professor, Obstetrics &
Gynecology, University of Manitoba, will be our speaker.

May 30th - “Serving THE KING OF KINGS, alongside HRH
Queen Elizabeth”; an inspiring look into the calling of Capt. (Rabbi)
Arnold Noteh Glogauer, Chaplain of the 17 Wing Winnipeg,
Canadian Armed Forces.

If you would like to attend the Remis Speakers Forum, please
contact Allan Cantor: Tel: 204 942 1766;  Cell: 204 793 8496
or email Allan at allanpc@shaw.ca

Please feel free to bring your spouse/partner and guests you feel
might be interested. If you could let Allan know how many guests
you will be bringing that would help him a lot in his advice to the
kitchen.



Special to The Jewish Post & News

I
n the 1930s, the City of Tel Aviv was about to hold its largest celebration
yet – the “Levant Fair”. Based on the popular “World’s Fair”, which was
held in leading cities around the world at the time, the Levant Fair’s

vision was to bring together the cultures and produce of the Near East in a
city that envisioned itself as the modern world-city of the Levant. This was
to be a mammoth undertaking for the young community, established just
two decades earlier and at the time home to just 100,000 inhabitants, most
of whom had recently immigrated from Jewish communities around the
world.

Above all others, it was the city’s legendary mayor, Meir Dizengoff, who
believed in the idea and pushed it forward, despite many critics and cynics

who believed it
was no more
than a crazy
dream. Legend
has it that one of
these critics,
while debating
the issue with
M a y o r
Dizengoff, stat-
ed that “The
Levant Fair will
happen when
camels will
grow wings and
fly”…

True to the Tel
Avivian spirit
the entire city
came together to make the dream of a Levant Fair come true. It was an
enormous success. The Fair hosted over 30 countries and hundreds of thou-
sands of visitors from around the region. As a statement to the cynics who
doubted the dream of a world-class event that brought together the Middle
East in such a young and small city, it was decided that the symbol of the
fair would be the flying camel, in honor of those who dared to dream. (Yes,
this is the slogan of this year’s Eurovision)

Over the years, the Fair required special grounds to be built in order to
house the events, and so, the “Tel Aviv Fair Grounds” were built. In
September 2018, the EBU selected the Tel Aviv Fair Grounds as the venue
for the 2019 Eurovision Song Contest. In preparation for the contest, the
name of the venue was changed to EXPO Tel Aviv, with the flying camel
remaining its iconic, traditional symbol. The camel is also emblematic of
the Middle East, while the wings signify the power of imagination, inno-
vation and creativity. From that day, almost a century ago, until today – Tel
Aviv is a city which hosts the world and in which camels still fly.

Tel Aviv to play host to Eurovision Song Contest
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Tel Aviv Fair Grounds - now renamed EXPO Tel Aviv. 

The symbol of a flying camel adorns EXPO Tel
Aviv, inspired by the prediction that Tel Aviv in the
1930s was no more likely to host a “Levant Fair”,
as envisioned by then-Mayor Meir Dizengoff, than
“camels will grow wings & fly.”
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Correction
In our last issue we printed
a story by Gerry Posner
about two Toronto rabbis,
both of whom have
Winnipeg roots, and whose
fathers also served as rab-
bis in Winnipeg at different
times. 
We incorrectly identified
the photo at left as Rabbi
Steven Wernick with Rabbi
Shalom Schachter.
The correct caption should
have been: Rabbi Steven
Wernick (left) with his
father, Rabbi Eugene
Wernick, who was a former
rabbi at the Shaarey Zedek.

The photo underneath is of
Rabbi Shalom Schachter
(left) with his late father,
Rabbi Zalman Schachter-
Shalomi.

STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 
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By BERNIE BELLAN

Frankly, I didn’t
really want to
attend the much

talked-about event
planned for Friday,
April 26, at which Linda
Sarsour was scheduled
to be a panelist.

But, with all the atten-
tion that had been
focused on this alleged
“antisemite” (and oh
my, how that word gets
tossed around so liberal-
ly these days), I felt it my
duty to see whether
Sarsour was going to say
anything that would give
credence to the accusa-
tion that she really hates
Jews. (Well, maybe not
Jews per se, but accord-
ing to the definition
that’s become popular
within certain circles, if
you’re anti-Israel, ipso
facto, you’re an anti-
semite.)

I had written in a pre-
vious issue that I won-
dered why all this fuss
about Sarsour? She is
far from the first critic
of Israel to appear at a
public event in
Winnipeg and, as I
noted, such firebrands
as former British Member of Parliament George Galloway had appeared
here without any of the local media paying a whit of attention to them.

Such would likely have been the case with Sarsour as well, but we now
live in a day and an age when anyone can use the internet as a megaphone
to bring fire and damnation down upon their perceived enemies – and to
challenge others to join in with them in raining their rage down upon those
enemies.

Thus it was that certain individuals took it upon themselves to post
inflammatory warnings about Sarsour’s coming here – the same individu-
als who led the attack against rabbinical student Lex Rofeberg back in
March. The momentum to bring other voices into the mix calling for her
not to speak began to grow.  Not surprisingly, B’nai Brith was quick to join
the chorus of those calling upon the Social Planning Council of Winnipeg
to rescind the invitation to Sarsour to come to Winnipeg and participate in
a panel discussion titled “Sorry Not Sorry”. 

And then the Jewish Federation joined in. The ultimate crescendo was
reached when representatives of the Federation and B’nai Brith appeared
with Mayor Brian Bowman, who also called upon the Social Planning
Council to rescind the invitation to Sarsour. (Finally, Tuxedo MLA and
Deputy Premier Heather Stefanson joined the chorus of those calling upon
the Social Planning Council to rescind the invitation to Sarsour.)

As the Winnipeg Free Press noted however, in its coverage of the April
26 event, “If Bowman’s aim was to silence Sarsour, it clearly backfired.
The event sold out thanks to a rush of sales, the final week.”

There were a few protesters at the event, maybe 20-30 – but they were
forced to remain on the opposite side of McGregor Street, a safe distance
from the Ukrainian Labour Temple, where the panel discussion was to be
held.

As well, there were a large number of police present  - along with mem-
bers of the “Bear Clan”, whose volunteer members patrol the streets of the
North End.

Once inside, I noticed three television cameras - from CBC, CTV, and
City TV. (Do you think there would have been television cameras had so
much attention not been called to Sarsour’s presence?) 

When Sarsour actually spoke, she began by saying: “I am the drama that
you heard about. I hope you allow me to define myself. I am unapologetic
about who I am.”

I stayed for the first 45 minutes of what turned out to be a real snoozefest
– a constant stream of condemnation of white colonialist oppressors from
all three panelists. While I was there, the only one to make even a passing
reference to the Israel-Palestine situation was moderator Shannon Sampert,
who compared the situation of “Indigenous oppression” in Canada to
“`Palestinian oppression”. 

During the time that Sarsour spoke (while I was there) she talked mainly

about her background
as a social activist in
the United States,
working primarily to
register Muslims to
vote. (She noted that
Muslims in the U.S.
have low voter partici-
pation.) Nothing incen-
diary…but as much as I
would have liked to
stay, I found myself
nodding off, as the pic-
ture on this page
shows.

So – Linda Sarsour
has now come and
gone. I guess we can
cross another rabid
“antisemite” off the list
of individuals who
deserve to be refused
to allow to speak in
Winnipeg. Who’s next
on the list, I wonder?
How about NDP Nikki
Ashton? She has been
critical of Israel and
she was at a protest
rally where there were
signs showing a mem-
ber of the Popular
Front for the
Liberation of
Palestine? Guilt by
association – right?
Antisemite? By the

standards used by the individuals in our community who have taken it upon
themselves to decide who is an antisemite, Nikki Ashton – and how many
others who have ever criticized the State of Israel are all now antisemites. 

I wonder: Are the Jewish Federation and B’nai Brith going to continue
joining in lockstep every time someone screams “antisemite”?

As we’ve just seen with what happened in San Diego – along with the
vicious  antisemitic posts on the internet as a result of the BerMax affair,
antisemitism is very real and very much a growing danger. But, what hap-
pened in the case of Linda Sarsour and how she was vilified by individuals
and organizations succumbing to pressure from certain individuals should
be regarded as an embarrassment by our community.  

Linda Sarsour draws huge media attention - and a sell-out crowd 

Some of the 20-30 protesters who gathered
prior to the Social Planning Council event at
which Linda Sarsour was a panelist

Bernie Bellan photo

Howard Tennenhouse was among the protest-
ers

Bernie Bellan photo

Linda Sarsour (left) with Quebec City-
based writer & activist Nora Loreto (who
was also on the panel) By the way, Sarsour
refers to herself as a “woman of colour”.
She does wear colourful garb.

Keith Levit photo

There were three TV crews at the event. Not
very often do you get three TV crews at a pro-
gram about social justice. Bernie Bellan (cir-
cled) was also there, trying not to nod off as
the panelists - and moderator Shannon
Sampert, took turns criticizing white oppres-
sion. 

Keith Levit photo



By MYRON LOVE

I
t is one thing to learn about the Holocaust through
books and film or even by listening to survivors’ sto-
ries. It is quite a different matter, as groups of stu-

dents from Sturgeon Creek Collegiate in St. James and
Springfield Collegiate in Oakbank (just northeast of
Winnipeg) have learned, when you visit the actual death
camps such as Auschwitz.

“It was life-changing for all of us, the students and
teachers,” says Springfield Collegiate history teacher
James Osler who – along with fellow history teacher
James Gagnon, led the Springfield group of 30 high
school students on the tour of Germany, Poland and the
Netherlands.

“After our experience there, I am so grateful for my
life here,” says Katelyn, a Grade 12 student. “It boggles
my mind that such evil can take place.”

Adds Sara, who is also in Grade 12: “For me, the
biggest thing was realizing that such evil does exist and
this kind of thing is still happening in the world. Even if
I by myself can’t stop things like this from happening, I
can speak up and educate others.”

The trip into the heart of darkness owes its origins to
the passion that Jim Osler has for Holocaust education. Although not
Jewish himself, he notes that he grew up in River Heights and has Jewish
friends. He has been teaching Holocaust awareness for several years.

“We used to have Philip Weiss come to speak to our students,“ Osler
says. “Our students were in attendance when he would show ‘Schindler’s
List’. I knew Philip well.”

Osler says that he was horrified when he learned last year that one of his
Grade 12 students had never heard of the Holocaust.

Over a period of 17 months, Osler and Gagnon prepared the participat-
ing students for the trip. The teachers talked about anti-Semitism, brought
in Holocaust survivor Isaac Gotfried to share his experiences, took the stu-
dents to the Lubavitch Centre to learn a little about Judaism and screened
“Schindler’s List” and the TV show “Uprising” about the Warsaw Ghetto
revolt.

The students all paid their own way with income from part time jobs. 
The group left Winnipeg on March 20. The tour included stops at

Plaszow Concentration Camp (where Philip Weiss had been a prisoner),
Schindler’s factory, Auschwitz and Birkenau, the Warsaw Ghetto and
Sachsenhausan Concentration Camp, north of Berlin, and finished the tour
with a stop at the Groesbeek Canadian War Cemetery.

The group observed moments of remembrance for all the victims of the
Holocaust at all three death camps. At Plaszow, five students spoke of indi-
viduals who were murdered there.

At Plaszow, Osler notes, it really bothered the teachers and students that
the site is now a park. “More than 10,000 Holocaust victims are buried
there,” he says. “Yet kids are running around, dogs are peeing. We thought
it was disrespectful.

“And at Auschwitz, it disturbed us to see people taking selfies.”
While this was the first such trip for Springfield Collegiate students, this

was the third trip to Auschwitz for Sturgeon Heights Collegiate students.
Over a period of 17 years, notes Israeli-born Sturgeon Heights auto

mechanics teacher Eran Plotnik, the Winnipeg-based Asper Foundation’s
Human Rights and Holocaust Studies program annually brought hundreds
of Grade 9 students from Winnipeg and – from 2000 on – across Canada,
to Washington D.C. to experience the Holocaust Museum. But after the
Asper-inspired Canadian Museum for Human Rights opened its doors in
Winnipeg in September, 2014, the Foundation cancelled its trips to

Washington and,
instead, began flying in student groups from across Canada to Winnipeg.

“At Sturgeon Heights, we decided to carry on with the Washington trips
- every two years – and expand the program to include a tour for high
school students to Auschwitz and other Holocaust-related venues in central
Europe – also every second year,” says Plotnik, whose mother was a
Holocaust survivor. (His father arrived in Palestine just before the war, but
lost most of his family in the Holocaust.)

Thus Plotnik, along with Guidance Counsellor (and former math teacher)
Renee Langrell and history teacher Erin Johnsrud, initiated Sturgeon
Heights Collegiate’s extracurricular Human Rights and Holocaust
Awareness program.

The program considers a wide range of social justice issues and includes
student participation in local human rights and Holocaust awareness pro-
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Some of the Sturgeon Heights students who went on the Holocaust
tour with a Tree of Life memorial they created, with all of the partici-
pating students’ names inscribed 

High schools Holocaust studies programs include visits to Auschwitz

All the students in the Krakow old town square
Jim Osler photo

Students and others walking into
Auschwitz Jim Osler photo

Continued on page 19. See “Students”.
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sense. Maybe a few thousand dol-
lars in damage - nothing more.

Various media reported that,
according to the Manitoba Court Registry, BerMax has had a num-
ber of judgments filed against it, including a judgment of
$112,358.61 awarded to the Business Development Bank of Canada
in August 2018. Maxim Berent also had a judgment rendered against
him personally for over $40,000 owed to RBC Visa.

But why did Oxana and Maxim think BerMax had been targeted
four times within six months? I asked them Wednesday evening.
“It’s because we’re Jewish,” Maxim answered. “But you call your-
self an Italian restaurant,” I noted.  (On its website, it says “BerMax
Caffé + Bistro is Winnipeg’s Trendy Italian caffé, restaurant, bakery,
catering and specialty food.” BerMax had been a kosher restaurant
from its opening in December 2014, but had decided to go non-
kosher this past September - on Rosh Hashanah.)

I also said to them that, to my knowledge, no other Jewish-owned
restaurant or restaurant with a Jewish name (such as Myers) has ever
been targeted with vandalism. Why were they being targeted repeat-
edly, I wondered?

At the WPS press conference announcing the charges of public
mischief against the three members of the Berent family, I asked
Const. Rob Carver, head of the Hate Crimes unit (who, I must say,
is a really great guy - very forthcoming with the press), “what it was
that led police to conclude that the Berents themselves had staged
the incident?” All that Const Carver would say was that “several
aspects of the case led police to be suspicious.”

On April 25, once the charges against the Berents had been laid, I
wrote on our website: “It is hard to see how they (the Berents) stood
to gain financially by staging the incident. When I suggested that
there might have been a hefty insurance payout, Maxim dismissed
that, saying  ‘Insurance money? They said that nothing expensive
was damaged.’

On our Facebook page someone advanced the idea that the
Berents would hope to cash in on public sympathy after the sup-
posed antisemitic attack, which would lead to a huge upsurge in
business. It sounds
crazy, but given the
bizarre nature of
this entire affair, it
might be the only
logical explanation
for what happened -
if it is true that the
Berents staged the
entire incident.

On the other hand,
if they did owe
money to someone
scary, then it might
make sense that the
place was trashed and the Berents are afraid to name the culprit.
That is a theory I developed early on, but I realized there were a lot
of holes in that theory, so I stopped proposing it.

In the final analysis - while the police have gone full circle from
characterizing something as a “hate crime/commercial robbery”, to
a case of “public mischief”, the entire community is in shock. In the
meantime, has there been a bigger story to hit Winnipeg’s Jewish
community in recent memory?
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Community newsJewish Heritage Centre to Present
Pulitzer Prize Winner Bret Stephens

By HELENA KAUFMAN 
There is an undeniable urgency for us all to be informed about populism and

nationalism -movements that now have a perilous death grip on democracy world-
wide. 

On May 13, when NYT columnist, Bret Stephens takes the podium for the Jewish
Heritage Centre’s 14th Annual Sol and Florence Kanee Distinguished Lecture, he
will rapidly move from their roots to their current explosive growth of their goals. 

Stephens’s talk on “The Rise of Populism, Nationalism, and Hate” will reveal their
dangerous rise from fringe factions to alternative governments across the globe and
their unprecedented reach and influence, thanks to their instrumentalisation of tech-
nology and social media.

To the uninformed ear, Populism and Nationalism may even sound hopeful.
Listening to the people. Showing pride and loyalty as we pull together to respond to
challenges and to build our country. Populists and nationalists now present them-
selves as revolutionaries and they transcend the boundaries of left or right wing.

Can we even identify these enemies of the known and stable? 
These shape shifters go beyond ‘the pure people’ vs. ‘the corrupt elite’ and attract

all political agendas. In the example of Donald Trump they seem to manifest in the
same entity. He calls himself a nationalist yet is often described as an arch populist. 

Bret Stephens is a brilliant analyst based on years of in the field reporting in the
world’s hot spots. As Op-ed columnist with the New York Times, the 2013 Pulitzer
Prize for his foreign policy columns is described as an intellectually honest and fair
reporter. His work at The Wall Street Journal as a foreign affairs columnist followed
his time as editor in chief of The Jerusalem Post where he oversaw the paper’s news,
editorial and digital operations and its international editions.

Stephens is a supporter of Israel and as a neoconservative, “one of Trump’s most
outspoken conservative critics.”

He is a must see for anyone who wants a clear grasp of the most critical movements
at play on today’s world stage and those who must work in the emerging conditions
around the globe. 

This event is a key element in the JHC’s fundraising campaign, whose mandate is
to document, preserve and share information on the culture and historical formation
of Jewish communities in Western Canada. An important advocate for anti-racism,
the JHC has become the principal purveyor of education on the Holocaust and anti-
semitism in the province, through programs that reach thousands of students, educa-
tors, and the public each year. 

The mission of the JHC is a strikingly relevant parallel to the evening’s critically
urgent topic.

Tickets for the 7:30 p.m lecture at the Congregation Shaarey Zedek on Academy at
Wellington Crescent in Winnipeg are available at Eventbrite.ca (14th Annual Sol and
Florence Kanee Lecture). Last minute tickets will also be available at the door. 

For more information and sponsorship opportunities, contact Belle Jarniewski, at
jewishheritage@jhcwc.org or call 204-478-8590.

Bermax
(Continued from page 4.)

The office of an LGBTQ group - which is
accessible through BerMax, was also
trashed.

More scenes of damage at BerMax - a lot of broken dishes and
bottles, with a lot of food strewn about, but nothing terribly
expensive to replace, so the idea that this was some sort of insur-
ance fraud doesn’t make sense. Could it all have been some sort
of ploy to gain public sympathy & thereby, increased business?
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JANET BOONOV
Janet Boonov was born

January 6, 1937 in Winni-
peg and passed away
peacefully on March 11,
2019. Janet was prede-
ceased in 2015 by her be-
loved husband of 58 years,
David, her parents Max and
Evelyn Olin and sister
Coreen Koz. She is sur-
vived by brother Jack Olin;
brother and sister-in-law
Peter and Roz Olin; loving
children Sharon and son-
in-law Albert Yanofsky
and Stuart Boonov; grand-
children Noah, Jocelyne,
Aaron (Faye-Rae) and
Evelyn (Chris) and many

nieces and nephews.
To Janet there was nothing more important than the

well-being and accomplishments of her children, grand-
children, family and friends. Sunday night dinners and
holidays were a way that Janet was able to spend time
with her loved ones and you had better have a good
excuse if you could not attend. Janet enjoyed spending
time with her new “family” at River Ridge 1 and they
loved to share stories and they supported each other
through good and bad. We cannot thank cousin Roz
Nairn enough for all of her love and support for Janet
over the decades, but especially since David passed
and during her short illness

Janet proudly attended St John’s High School as a
student and returned to spend many years there work-
ing in the Science Department. Janet was extremely
organized and used those skills to chair the school’s
75th Reunion Committee held in 1985. She also loved
to help students at the school and supported science
fairs in the Winnipeg School Division, Manitoba
Schools Science Symposiums and Canada-Wide Sci-
ence Fairs, with the highlight being her trip as a
chaperone for Team Canada to London, England.

Mom was proud of being Jewish and, together with
David, were one of the founding families of Temple
Shalom Synagogue, joining in 1966. She was a mem-
ber for 53 years and looked forward to Friday Night
Live services led by Len Udow. Janet had a contagious
smile and a great sense of humour. She leaves behind
a legacy of strong values and commitment to her
family, traditions and heritage.

Services were held March 12, 2019 at the Temple
Shalom Synagogue with interment at Hebrew Sick
Cemetery. Pallbearers were Albert Yanofsky, Aaron
Yanofsky, Gerald Olin, Elliot Olin, Alan Daien and
Jeff King. Honorary pallbearers were grandchildren
Noah Boonov, Evelyn and Chris Clarke, Jocelyne
Yanofsky and Faye-Rae Brooks. The family would
like to say a special thank you to the staff, caregivers
and her special friends at River Ridge 1 and entire
Grace Hospital healthcare team. In Janet’s memory,
donations can be made to a charity of your choice.

LAURIE (ALI) MAINSTER
Family and friends of

Laurie Mainster are deeply
saddened by his passing on
Monday, April 8, 2019.
Beloved son of Arthur and
Fannie, the youngest of six
children, Laurie is survived
by daughter Gail Mainster,
son-in-law Harold
Gutovich and grandson Jay
Gutovich (Sara); son
Samuel Mainster; son-in-
law Viktor Lewin; grand-
daughter Brianne Lewin,
partner Chris Schwab and
great-grandson Abraham;

grandson Eli Lewin; great grandaughters Reah Shine
Cheryl and Zoey Riley Dawn Lewin, and numerous
loving nieces, nephews and other extended family
members and friends. Laurie was predeceased by his
daughter, Cheryl Lewin, on January 19, 2010 and his
wife Bernice (Bayla, née Claman) of Saskatoon, Sas-
katchewan on April 9, 2017.

Laurie was born in Winnipeg on September 18,
1925. He attended the I.L. Peretz Folk School and
graduated from St. John’s Tech High School, where he
was a popular athlete and renowned for his hard work,
even as a child, delivering newspapers. He served in
the RCAF during the Second World War as a wireless
operator, leaving with the rank of sergeant. Laurie
married Bernice on November 27, 1948 and was mar-
ried to her for more than 68 years. Laurie started his
career selling advertising for the Winnipeg Free Press
Weekly Farmer, followed by positions with J.J. Gib-
bons Ltd. and other agencies until he joined Foster
Advertising Ltd. as Winnipeg manager in 1962. While
with Foster, he helped organize The Spirit of ‘70
centennial celebrations for the Province of Manitoba
and made Foster the agency of record for the prov-
ince’s Ministry of Industry and Commerce. He was
also an advisor to the late Dufferin “Duff” Roblin
during Roblin’s tenure as Manitoba premier from 1958
to 1967. After leaving Foster in 1986 as Executive Vice
President overseeing operations for all of Western
Canada, Laurie continued to run his own agency,
Laurie A. Mainster Advertising Ltd.

Laurie was known for his overwhelming efforts for
the betterment of all levels of his community. He
participated actively in promoting his city and prov-
ince and donated much of his time on behalf of chari-
table and not-for-profit causes. His notable positions
included: Director, City of Winnipeg Library Founda-
tion; all offices up to and including President of the
Central Canadian Council of B’nai Brith; President
and member of the Board of Governors, I.L. Peretz
Folk School; President and member of Executive/
Board of Directors, Winnipeg Jewish Theatre; Presi-
dent, Rosh Pina Synagogue; Marketing/Public Rela-
tions Chairman, Asper Jewish Community Campus of
Winnipeg Capital Building Campaign; President, Rain-
bow Stage Productions; Chair, I.L. Peretz Folk School
90th Anniversary Reunion, Aug.1-4, 2003; and co-
producer, Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertain-
ment and Culture. Laurie was also a member of the
following organizations: Board of Directors and Ex-
ecutive Committee, Health Sciences Centre Founda-
tion; Jewish National Fund Board of Directors; Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba Board of Governors; Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada Board of Direc-
tors; Canadian Friends of Hebrew University; Cana-
dian Associates of Ben Gurion University of the Negev
Board of Governors; Congregation Etz Chayim; Vari-
ety Club of Winnipeg; Winnipeg Football Club Board
of Directors; Seven Oaks General Hospital Founda-
tion; Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra Board of Direc-
tors; General Monash Branch Royal Canadian Legion;
and Canadian Associates of Technion – Israel Institute
of Technology.

Laurie’s many community service awards included
the Advertising Association of Winnipeg 1993 Direc-
tor’s Award; Honorary Directorate from the Health
Sciences Centre Foundation; plaque in honour of his
efforts in The Spirit of ’70 Campaign, Province of
Manitoba; recognition of his work producing the offi-
cial opening program for the Winnipeg Convention
Centre in 1975; certificates of appreciation from the
City of Winnipeg “For his selfless dedication and
outstanding contribution to the success of Rainbow
Stage” and from the Seven Oaks General Hospital
Foundation; certificate in recognition of his “…years
of leadership and dedication in support of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada”; the Winnipeg
Jewish Community Council Shem Tov Award in 1997

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per col-
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for his role as marketing/public relations chair for the
Asper Jewish Community Campus; Special Commu-
nity Award from State of Israel Bonds in celebration of
Israel’s 50th Anniversary in 1998; special tribute in
2000 from the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba in
recognition of “30 Years in the Life of the Community”
and 30 years of volunteer service to the Foundation;
and 2014 Shem Tov Award on behalf of the Rady
Jewish Community Centre. He was a key fundraiser
and organizer for the I. L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish
Teaching Fellowship at the University of Manitoba
and was active in organizing the Hebrew Congregation
of Winnipeg Beach, a popular Saturday morning syna-
gogue for many Jewish Winnipeggers.

Funeral services were held at Congregation Etz
Chayim on Wednesday, April 10 and graveside at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery, led by Cantor Tracy Kasner
Greaves. Pallbearers were Harold Gutovich, Shalom
Coodin, Sheppy Coodin, Chaim Raber, David Coodin
and Bernie Sucharov. Honorary pallbearers were Viktor
Lewin, Chris Schwab, Dvora and Marshall Braunstein
and Joel Dudeck. Thank you to everyone at the Saul
and Claribel Simkin Centre and especially to Marilyn
Roldan and other caregivers and staff from Friendly
Caregiver Seniors Care. Donations to honour Laurie
can be made to the Bayla and Laurie Mainster Family
Trust Fund and the Laurie Mainster Community Vi-
sionary Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

In loving memory of

ETHEL
SOLOMON

who passed away
April 10, 1994

29 Days in Nissan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam

ROBERT (BOB) WEIDMAN 1947-2019
Suddenly on April 19, 2019 Robert (Bob) Weidman

passed away with his wife Sharon by his side.
Bob was predeceased by his parents Lewis and

Lucille Weidman and his father-in-law Jerry Pudavick.
He will be lovingly remembered by his wife of 48 years
Sharon (Pudavick), his son and daughter-in-law Jeffrey
(Jodi) and son Paul of Calgary. Bob enjoyed a loving
and special relationship with his granddaughter
Danielle. Bob is survived by his sisters Sandra Peterson
and Marcia (Morris) Karp, mother-in-law Claire
Pudavick, and brothers-in-law and sisters-in-law:
Michelle (Jalil) Rahman, Robert (Glory) Pudavick,
Stuart (Beth) Pudavick and Janis (Ron) Silver, as well
as many other family members.

Bob was born and raised in Winnipeg before moving
with his family to Regina in 1980 where he worked in
broadcasting for 30 years.

Upon retirement Bob and Sharon moved back to
Winnipeg to be with their extended families.

Bob will always be remembered as a loving and
cherished husband, father and grandfather.

Funeral services were held on April 23, 2019.
Donations in Bob’s memory may be made to the

Chesed Shel Emes Building Fund, 1023 Main Street.

Unveiling

The family of the late

EARL SHIBOU
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on
Sunday, May 19th

Earl’s Birthday
at 12:00 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
ADLER

who passed away
April 15, 2018

30 days in Nissan
Can’t believe it’s a year since
you’ve been gone.
You’ve been the best father a
son could ever have.
I take you everywhere I go.
You are very sadly missed and
will be forever remembered.
— Your loving son Morton
and special daughter Linda.

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GEDALIA
BERENHAUT

who passed away
May 2, 2011

28 Days in Nisan
Eight years have passed.
You are in our hearts
and in our minds
ingraned forever.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your  children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BENNY
GREENFELD

who passed away
April 17, 1958

27 Days in Nisan
whose life was snatched away
so tragically at the tender age
of  29.
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your family &
friends.

In Memoriam
61st YahrzeitIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLAN A.
HOFFMAN
who passed away

May 5, 2008
30 Days in Nisan

Your guidance, wisdom and
humor are deeply missed.

— Loved and remembered by
his daughter, daughter-in-law
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

ROSE LEVINE
who passed away

May 25, 2009
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children,  grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

PINCHAS LEVINE
who passed away

April 26, 2014

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CYRIL
MARANTZ
who passed away

April 15, 1977
27 Days in Nisan

— Irene, Jeffrey, Sarah,
David, Debra, Susan, Mike,
Ellen, William and Gary
Marantz.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GEDALE
SAPERSTEIN

who passed away
May 1, 1992

28 Days in Nissan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LILY SILVERMAN
who passed away

May 4th, 1992
2 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by family and

  friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GENE
TELPNER
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 Days in Nisan

— Remembered daily and
sadly missed by his loving
wife Fritzi, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA
ANTEL

who passed away
May 5, 2014

6 days in Iyar
— Ever remembered by your
loving children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In loving memory of

JOYCE DINER
who passed away

May 1, 1997
25 days in Nisan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LUCILLE
BRICKER
who passed away

April 23, 2007
5 days in Iyar

It’s So Hard to Believe That
You’re Really Gone

And to Know That We Will
No Longer

See Your Smiling Face,
Or Hear The Sound
Of Your Laughter

You Left So Many Memories,
Which Will Never Part

You Will Always Live Deep
Inside Our Hearts

We Are Thankful That God
Graced Us

With Someone As Special As You
It’s Just Hard To Believe

Your Life On Earth
Is Really Through

-(our ‘Mameleh’ and ‘Babi’)
— Forever remembered, sadly
missed, always in our hearts
and loved by your children,
grandchildren, great-
grandson, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZELDA
DREMAN
who passed away

May 12, 2000
7 Days in Iyar

Our hearts still ache
with sadness
and silent tears still flow
What it means to lose you
No one will ever know
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SERENA

(SARAH) RIFKA
KERN

who passed away
April 27, 2012
5 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

MAYER
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
April 28, 2015
9th day of Iyar

You are forever in our hearts.
— Missed every day by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEONARD
STOLLER
who passed away

May 10, 1989
5 Days in Iyar

— Forever remembered by his
loving family and friends.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY  8

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REVA LITMAN
who passed away

April 14, 2013
4 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, family and friends.

I.A.L.Y.



W
hen Solly Dreman was invited to
a golf tournament, he had no
idea how it would change his

life.
Solly, a native of Winnipeg, made aliyah

to Israel in 1964. His parents were ardent
Zionists who visited Israel numerous
times during their marriage. Solly chose
to get his Masters and PhD degrees in
Israel and became a family therapist and
professor of clinical psychology and head
of the Family Counseling Service at Ben-
Gurion University. Throughout the years,
he has served as a liaison between Israel
and Diaspora Jewry, and especially
between Israel and the Jewish community
of Winnipeg.

“Over the years, strangely enough, I
probably have maintained contact with
more people in Winnipeg than if I had
stayed there,” says Solly with a smile.
Natives of Winnipeg who have visited
Israel or made aliyah have phoned Solly
and his wife, Orly, and been hosted by
them at their home. Orly has even been
awarded the key to the city of Winnipeg!

Solly is a golfer, playing at the Gaash
country club, and one of his golfing part-
ners is Eliezer Shkedi, former
Commander of the Israeli Air Force, who
was responsible for the bombing of the
Syrian reactor in 2007. Shkedi cooperated
with Ezer Mizion to bring a fundraising
golf tournament to Gaash and Solly was
asked to contribute.

Ezer Mizion is the biggest bone marrow
registry in the Jewish world. In the past 15
years, Ezer Mizion has increased the sur-
vival rate for a Jewish person with cancer
from 8% to 76% and saved over 3150
lives. In an average month, the organiza-
tion saves 32 lives of cancer patients. The
organization is based in Israel and helps
people all over the world, both Jews and
non-Jews.

“I saw a movie that was taken at the
Presidential Mansion, a reception for sol-
diers and their families and it was
absolutely mindblowing,” says Solly.
“What happened was they matched up
donors with recipients of the registry
whose lives had been saved. The donors
and recipients had never met and they
showed their meeting. Young combat sol-
diers who in interviews say, ‘I’m a com-
bat soldier but my major mission is to
save lives.’ And through the registry
that’s what they’ve done. I’ve seen the
video ten times and every time I have
cried.”

Solly was so inspired by this video that
he sponsored a donor pool for Ezer
Mizion. And now that he is celebrating
his 80th birthday, he has decided to return
to Winnipeg and throw a big reunion bash
in Winnipeg. He has dedicated the
evening before to chairing a dinner to
raise funds for Ezer Mizion to continue its
important work.

Ezer Mizion funds are used for collect-
ing saliva samples from volunteers,
including young men and women who
draft into the IDF and get swabbed as part
of the recruitment process. Each sample
needs to be analyzed and this costs $50
per sample. This sample stays in the Bone
Marrow Registry until the person turns 60
years old. When swabbing young soldiers
you are guaranteed to have investments
for almost 40 years. Ezer Mizion also

provides services to family members of patients with
cancer. 

“I’m a family therapist by profession, Professor
Emeritus at Ben-Gurion University, and my approach
has always been holistic,” says Solly, “not only seeing
the patient but seeing the family as a whole and Ezer
Mizion has done this and done this remarkably.”

Solly sees this party and his contributions to Ezer
Mizion as a way to “gather a few points to get up
there.” He says that not only is he helping the State of
Israel, but Israel is now serving Diaspora Jewry,
because the registry has helped people in 47 countries
around the world.

The party will feature the former head of the Mossad,
Shabtai Shavit, as the keynote speaker along with a
very impressive presentation from Ezer Mizion. Many
in and out of town Winnipegers are attending both the
luncheon reunion for friends and family and the gala
dinner for Ezer Mizion. Solly’s reunion will take place
on May 30, 2019, following the Ezer Mizion benefit
dinner on May 29. For more information about the
event and Ezer Mizion contact Hofit Yanev 204-396-
5185 or visit www.ezermizion.ca
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In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by daughter Ruth,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of the late

MAX
BRAUER
who passed away

June 8, 1981
6 Days in Sivan

In loving memory of the late

HELENA
BRAUER
who passed away

May 15, 2005
6 Days in Iyar

HELEN CRUST
who passed away

April 22, 1999
6 days in Iyar

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CONRAD CRUST
who passed away

May 9, 2014
9 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHILLIP BELL
who passed away

May 6, 2000
1st day in Iyar

—Deeply loved and missed by
daughter Lynn; grand-
children  Dr. Debbie & Dr.
Neil Pollock; and great-
grandchildren Benny, Josh,
Elliot & Shoshana.

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NORMA
DUCHON

Who passed away on
April 15, 2013
5 Days in Iyar

Forever in our hearts.
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your husband,
children and grandchildren.

Winnipeg native neturns to Winnipeg for a
luncheon reunion and gala dinner

Orly & Solly Dreman in Jerusalem. Solly made
aliyah in 1964 and became a family therapist and
professor of clinical psychology and head of the
Family Counseling Service at Ben-Gurion
University. Since being introduced to Ezer Mizion
by Eliezer Shkedi, a former Commander of the
Israel Air Force, Solly has been actively engaged in
raising awareness of and funds for Ezer Mizion.

Lithuania bans Holocaust denier
David Irving for next 5 years

By MARCY OSTER
(JTA) — British

Holocaust denier David
Irving has been barred from
entering Lithuania for the
next five years.

The ban, announced on
Wednesday, was requested
by the country’s Foreign
Ministry, according to
reports.

“Irving’s views and his
efforts to trivialize the
Holocaust are unacceptable and constitute a crime in
Lithuania,” ministry spokeswoman Rasa Jakilaitiene
told reporters.

The announcement comes more than a month after
Irving advertised that he will lead a tour of Nazi death
camps in Poland, including Treblinka, Sobibor, Belzec
and Majdanek, as well as other Nazi historical sites.

Earlier this month, a Warsaw-based Holocaust com-
memoration group petitioned the Polish border police
to block Irving’s entry to the country.

Lithuania is concerned that Irving might try to bring
the tour into Lithuania, which borders Poland, and
Latvia. The head of the Lithuanian Jewish community
Faina Kukliansky told reporters that the community
welcomes the ban.

David Irving



Let’s talk about goats.
When I was doing research for my book, Fiber

Gathering, about US fiber festivals, which
attract thousands of people, I learned lots about
goats. (The handmade textiles and supplies, fiber
animals, their meat and milk featured at these
festivals are big business.)

What do goats, which produce milk, fiber and
meat, have to do with Judaism?

In Leviticus, we read precise descriptions of the high priests’ clothing.
One may scoff about the details, but I bet you’re wearing clothes. In many
Torah portions, Jews think a lot about textiles. (If you don’t, you should!
You’d be cold without clothes.)

We read rigid rules for sacrifice, how we should eat, behave in terms of
intimacy towards our partners and family. This is also the text that includes
the most discriminatory and misunderstood interpretations of homosexuality.

Like any good Jewish parent, the Almighty offers us strict guidelines in
Leviticus. There are things we should and shouldn’t do. However, there’s
also an acknowledgement of our humanity. We make mistakes. We won’t
understand how to behave, so here too is a Temple sacrifice procedure. This
forgiveness process turns into part of our modern Yom Kippur service.

We learn how Aaron makes a sacrifice to atone for the “strange fire” that
his sons, Nadav and Abihu, brought to G-d and how they were killed for it.
Part of Aaron’s prescribed ritual includes sending a goat named Azazel out
into the wilderness. The goat carries away the people’s sins, and it lives.

My husband, a biologist, struggled a bit with this but felt comforted that
of all domesticated animals to be cast out, goats could survive in the
wilderness. I remembered goat cheese we ate at the Taos Fiber Festival in
New Mexico. We met the farmer who raised the goats and made cheese. He
told us how he lived off the grid. He had to drive hours on a dirt road just
to get to his mailbox and several hours farther to get to town.

Every day, his goats are sent out into the desert to forage along with their
guard dogs. Some shepherds keep dogs, others use donkeys or llamas to
protect their flocks. This man described how his goats were free range and
how they returned each night. He milked these goats and his cheese varied
according to where they grazed and the season. It was truly “wild”
cheese…and most of his goats did fine, despite the desert predators.

While we try to follow rules, we are also aware that things change in our
world. Like the goats, we are susceptible to danger. A recent JTA article
(Jewish Telegraphic Agency) pointed out ways that congregations are
preparing for “the next Pittsburgh” by changing the ways congregations
protect themselves. This means creating Shabbat alarm systems for con-
gregations who are Shabbat observant. The first 911 call in Pittsburgh came
from the Sabbath observant rabbi, who was persuaded the year before to
carry a cell phone for emergency use. There were suggestions to train
young ushers to lead a response to an attack rather than relying on our
elders to usher.

A few years ago, I heard an upsetting story about our responses to poten-
tial danger. One day, a religious man was praying when the congregation’s
alarm went off. He was concentrating. Although he knew how to shut off
the alarm, he didn’t stop praying to silence it. A woman who worked at the
shul lived nearby, heard the alarm, and came running to help. Perhaps she
wasn’t perfectly dressed (according to her community’s standard). She
wasn’t calm…but she took her responsibilities seriously and rushed
towards the emergency to help. Later, the praying man belittled the woman
for being flustered and for not dressing properly. He didn’t acknowledge
her speed and bravery. When she ran, she didn’t know it was a false alarm.
She made herself vulnerable for the sake of her community.

I didn’t witness that ‘false’ alarm, nor was I there when people acted
bravely during the Pittsburgh tragedy. However, we must read these situa-
tions critically, in the same way we read Leviticus. We continue to face
conflicts and emergencies. Along with the rigid everyday humdrum, there’s
a vulnerability that we face in the wilderness (the world).

Some feel Leviticus’ rigidity can make us wary of making mistakes or of
finding solace in religion. Others suggest these rules create life’s order. We
are all different. Yet, we must also cope with changes, surprises and dan-
ger. We might get cold in our environment and need to know what to wear.
We might be surprised or do the wrong thing in the midst of prayer. We face
danger. We are truly vulnerable out there in the world and before G-d, just
like the goats.

Parents, like goatherds, have to trust that after we offer our kids structure
and skills, they will make it out there and come home again. We have to
hope our children and congregations will be sturdy and flexible enough
when danger arises.

In Leviticus, the goat, Azazel, bore our sins and was alive and at risk. In
a sense, we are those goats. We seek divine rules and structure while at the
same time coping with a world that requires us to think critically, adapt and
be ready for whatever may happen next. It’s a wilderness out there. We
must think on our feet.

I applaud those leaders who run towards the danger, and who follow the
spirit rather than the letter of the law. Pittsburgh’s Rabbi Jeffrey Myers
saved lives because he made an emergency cell phone call. Our religious
traditions evolve. We no longer make sacrifices at the Temple. It’s important
to reconsider our habits at many other occasions other than just Yom Kippur.

What about textiles? I’ve been belittled sometimes because I write about
knitting. Yet, we wear clothes. According to Leviticus, that’s important.
Also important? Being vulnerable to both the Divine, and to change. I keep
that goat image in the wilderness alive. We can meet these real-life chal-
lenges if we open up our minds to what’s really out there, bring a guard
dog, and avoid embracing rigid biases instead.

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns 2015-2016. Read
more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

Goats in the Wilderness: Strength through vulnerability
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Joanne Seiff

By

JOANNE SEIFF



grams, such as attendance at the
annual Holocaust Symposium for
Manitoba high school students at the
University of Winnipeg and partici-

pation in the Terry Fox Run. And, last fall, the school hosted the Anne
Frank exhibit which has been traveling across Canada.

This year, 42 Sturgeon Heights Collegiate students joined the tour. As
with their Springfield Collegiate counterparts, the students paid their own
way.

The students and teachers began the ten-day trip on March 22. The first
stop was Berlin, followed by Warsaw, Auschwitz, Cracow and Prague. The
group had a tour guide at Auschwitz. In  Cracow, they toured the old
Jewish quarter. In Prague, they visited the Jewish Museum and stopped at
the Hotel Europe from where the kindertransports started.

Maggie, a Grade 12 student, went on the trip to Washington when she
was in Grade 9 and saw the replica of the infamous gate at Auschwitz with
the words, “Work makes You Free”. “It was much more powerful to see it
in person,” she says.

Logan, also a Grade 12 student, says of Auschwitz, “It is hard to believe
that people actually sat down and designed those buildings – with showers
and waiting rooms – in order to exterminate other people”.

“I found it shocking,” says Grade 12 student Nico. “I could imagine
being in the shoes of someone who had died there.” 

And, as with the Springfield Collegiate Group, the Sturgeon Heights stu-
dents were disgusted at the lack of respect they saw among other tourists
at Auschwitz snapping away with their cameras.

Plotnik notes that his group, during their tour, met with others who had
stories of survival. One tour guide shared her experience of growing up in
Bosnia during that conflict. Their guide in Berlin had discovered that she
had been given up for adoption before the war by her Jewish parents. And
their bus driver was a refugee from East Berlin.

Teacher Erin Johnsrud made a point of noting that the group also stopped
at the memorials in Berlin to the Roma and gay victims of the Holocaust.

In Prague, the students and teachers saw drawings by Jewish children
who were interned at Terezin, as well as the John Lennon Wall - where they
were able to add their own messages of hope and peace.

Echoing Springfield Collegiate student Sara, Logan from Sturgeon
heights spoke of the need for everyone to speak up in the face of hatred and
injustice. “One person may not be able to do a lot,” she says, “but, as a
group, we can accomplish much more.”

Plotnik notes that several of the students were scheduled to participate in
Shaarey Zedek’s annual reading of the Megillat Hashoah last Sunday.

“As long as there is a willingness to continue with this program, we will
continue to offer it,” Plotnik says.

As the last generation of Holocaust survivors continues to dwindle due to
infirmity and death, it is ever more important for more teachers such as
Eran Plotnik, Erin Johnsrud, Renee Langrell, James Gagnon and Jim Osler
to take the initiative to teach the lessons of the Holocaust and continue edu-
cating students about what can happen to a society where hate overpowers
reason.
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Students
(Continued from page 13.)

Something Better 
By Rabbi BILL S. TEPPER

Church, mosque, synagogue and temple:  all are houses of faith, peace and
friendship; where persons of every age engage in prayer, study, socialization and
- within those buildings equipped with multi-use spaces  - recreational and artistic
programming.  How tragic that these centres of such dynamically-rewarding
activity have been rendered vulnerable by persons and groups overwhelmed with
hatred towards those whose world-view differs from their own.     

During the 1960s, churches, synagogues and temples throughout the American
South endured bombings and loss of life, brought on by those opposed to the Civil
Rights Movement. More-recently, attacks were inflicted upon a church in
Charleston, South Carolina, mosques in Quebec City and New Zealand, and a
synagogue in Pittsburgh.  And this past Easter, the catastrophic assault on
churches and hotels in Sri Lanka.     

The malevolence continues.  Within Jewish communities everywhere,
synagogues and temples are subject to vandalism and defacement of the vilest
nature.  Resources normally earmarked for enhancing religious life must instead
be directed towards repairing the damage wrought by those representing the worst
of humanity. 

And as we know, senseless acts of destruction have spread to schools and other
commercial and public sites. 

We cannot allow the incomprehensible behaviour of a few diminish the vitality
of our lives.  We must continue attending our churches, mosques, synagogues and
temples.  We must continue immersing ourselves in the life of our communities.
We must join hands, remain strong, and believe in something better.  
******
Schedule:
Fri May 3 7:30pm   Shoah service led by Sherry Elazar & Cantor Len Udow
Fri May 10 6:45pm Jr. Congregation service led by Rabbi Tepper

7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper 
& Cantor Len Udow

Sat May 11 6:00pm Capital Campaign Donor Board unveiling - Sanctuary
7:00pm Dinner honouring the Presidents of Temple Shalom

Fri May 17 7:30pm Shabbat Service - Allan Finkel & Janet Pelletier Goetze
Thu May 23 7:30pm Rabbi Tepper & Steve Moscovitch – discussion of “our 

own freedom journeys toward our own promised lands” 
Fri May 24 7:00pm Temple Shalom Annual General Meeting

7:30pm Shabbat service lead by Rabbi Tepper 
& Cantor Len Udow

Sat May 25 10:30am Torah Study
7:30pm Evening activity TBA

Fri May 31 8:00pm Friday Night Live service lay led by Ruth Livingston 
with Cantor Len Udow and the Friday Night Live band

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
(JTA) — Alain Finkielkraut, a Jewish philosopher and one of France’s

foremost thinkers, said far-left protests against him mean he “can no longer
show my face” on the street.

Finkielkraut made the remark in an interview Wednesday with the
Marianne newspaper about protests against him the previous day at the
Sciences Po university in Paris, where he spoke at a symposium on
Europe’s future. Far-left students demonstrated against his appearance
there.

Amid threats of protests, organizers had announced the event’s cancella-
tion, and then its relocation to a nearby business school. Ultimately, how-
ever, the conference was held as planned under heavy security following
what the Valeurs Actuelles website described as a confusing cat-and-mouse
game between the university and protesters.

In their statement, the authors of the call to demonstrate outside Sciences
Po wrote: “We cannot accept Finkielkraut’s ‘modern Europe’ and his
islamophobic, racist, sexist and homophobic rhetoric.” A Sciences Po
spokesperson called the group “far left.”

The organizers of the Sciences Po conference wrote that it had been can-
celed because “Security is our top priority and it’s preferable to take no
risks.” Protesters tried to block access to IPAG and Sciences Po but were
held at bay by police.

The event included other speakers, but they were not named in the letter
threatening protests. Finkielkraut, a centrist and liberal, was  accosted
recently at a Paris rally against austerity for being a “Zionist.” In 2016, he
was violently ejected from another protest in Paris over labor laws.

“We may be witnessing the beginning of a phenomenon,” Finkielkraut
said at the event about these incidents. Commenting on the protesters, he
said “You are the fascists. You are the 1930s. You are the anti-Semites.”

A best-selling author, Finkielkraut entered the pantheon of French acad-
emia in 2016 when he was admitted into the Academie Francaise, a coun-
cil of 40 greats elected for life.

A Zionist supporter of Israel, he is a member of the dovish J Call group
styled after the J Street lobby in the United States.

French-Jewish philosopher: 
I can no longer show my face because of anti-Semites
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Analysis/News briefs

Can you be ‘100 percent pro-Israel’ and call its government ‘racist?’
Bernie Sanders’ attempt to embrace the idea of a Jewish state while delegitimizing its democratically elected government won’t end well.

(April 24, 2019 / JNS)

The man with the best
chance right now to
be the first Jewish

president of the United
States is someone who
thinks the prime minister
of Israel is a racist. To say
that is not to predict that

Vermont Sen. Bernie Sanders will win the presiden-
cy. But with polls showing that the Democratic
Socialist remains in the top tier of his party’s presi-
dential hopefuls for 2020, the 77-year-old’s chances
of being the person that Democrats will nominate to
challenge U.S. President Donald Trump shouldn’t be
underestimated. 

Prior to his giving Hillary Clinton a run for her money in the 2016
Democratic primaries, few would have thought the aging radical who had
spent a lifetime on the margins of American political life would still find
himself in the middle of a similar conversation. But among the many inter-
esting questions his success raises is what impact his positions on Israel
will have on a Democratic Party that is increasingly divided about whether
to support the Jewish state.

At a  broadcast this week, Sanders was asked how he planned to main-
tain the U.S.-Israel relationship while being among the Jewish state’s most
outspoken critics. His response was to claim that there was no contradic-
tion between support for Israel and opposing its government.

In answering the question, Sanders noted, as he often does, his experi-
ence working for months on an Israeli kibbutz when he was a young man.
More to the point, he said, “I have family in Israel. … You know I am not
anti-Israel. I am 100 percent pro-Israel. Israel has every right in the world
to exist, and to exist in peace and security and not be subjected to terrorist
attacks.”

But he also said he thought the  should “deal with the Middle East on a
level playing-field basis. In other words, the goal must be to try to bring
people together and not just support one country, which is now run by a
right-wing, dare I say, racist government.”

In speaking in this manner, Sanders seemed to be articulating views that
were not dissimilar to those of the leaders of Reform and Conservative
Judaism, as well as a number of liberal groups, that wrote a  following
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s decisive victory in the April
9 Israeli elections to disassociate themselves from him and to urge the U.S.
government to pressure the Israelis to accept a Palestinian state and to
refrain from extending Israel’s laws to West Bank settlements. As such,
Sanders’s position would seem to be, as he put it, “not radical” and in line
with the criticisms many of the other Democratic contenders have lodged
against Israel.

Sanders is right when he says that one can be “100 percent pro-Israel”
and not be a fan of Netanyahu. Just as Americans can bitterly oppose their
own government—whether run by Trump or Barack Obama—while still

being patriots, the same is true of Israelis.
The Vermont senator also deserves credit for at times

standing up to fellow left-wing radicals who oppose
Israel’s existence, and for sometimes pointing out that the
goal of Hamas is to destroy the Jewish state and slaughter
its people.

But the problem is that the debate about Israel’s conflict
with the Palestinians isn’t about Netanyahu’s platform.
It’s about the existence of Israel. When those who claim
to support its existence characterize its government in
such a way as to delegitimize it and the large majority of
Israelis who support it, then they are setting the stage for
a debate in which its right to existence will be questioned
in a way that no other state on the planet is treated.

It’s true that Netanyahu got some well-deserved criti-
cism for enabling one of his right-wing partners to form a

pact with an extremist party led by followers of the late Rabbi Meir
Kahane, some of whom might be termed racist. But none of them wound
up winning Knesset seats, let alone a place in the prime minister’s govern-
ment. The claim that Netanyahu is tainted by their existence is no different
from arguments that those Democrats willing to work with Sanders are
now by definition Socialists. Does the fact that two of the Democrats’
young rock stars—Representatives Ilhan Omar (D-Minn.) and Rashida
Tlaib (D-Mich.)—are supporters of the BDS movement and guilty of
spewing Jew-hatred mean that all Democrats, including their leaders who
benefit from their votes, are anti-Semitic?

Claims that Netanyahu’s statement about applying Israeli law to existing
settlements in the West Bank is akin to setting up an apartheid-like situa-
tion are equally disingenuous; doing so would not prevent the Palestinians
from having a state if they were prepared to accept one alongside a Jewish
state. Love him or hate him, Netanyahu is the head of a democratic gov-
ernment that upholds the rule of law and equal rights for all.

When Sanders balances his avowed support for Israel with false claims
of racism, in addition to advocacy for lifting the blockade on Hamas-run
Gaza that would facilitate more terrorism, and false accusations that the
Israeli army has committed atrocities, he isn’t being even-handed. Instead,
he’s providing ammunition to those who wish its destruction. The same is
true of Jewish groups that echo such stands.

Calling Netanyahu’s government racist is the moral equivalent of terming
Zionism racism. That is a calumny—not the act of someone who is “100
percent pro-Israel.”

Democrats like Sanders, as well as Jewish groups that echo his equivocal
stands, are entitled to disagree with Israel’s government as much as they
like. But when they ignore the truth about Palestinian intransigence and
seek to lecture Israel’s voters rather than to listen to them, they aren’t act-
ing as supporters or friends. When they cross the line that separates legiti-
mate criticism from words that call into question Israel’s right to exist, they
are doing more to help those who wish to see it destroyed than to defend
its existence.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS—Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin. 

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Bernie Sanders

Outrage ensues over anti-Semitic cartoon
published in ‘The New York Times’

The newspaper quickly took down the cartoon and apologized,
acknowledging that the piece was "offensive," "included anti-
semitic tropes," and that "it was an error of judgment to pub-
lish it."
(April 28, 2019 / JNS)
The New York Times
International Edition
printed a political cartoon
during Passover featuring
U.S. President Donald
Trump wearing a
yarmulke, sporting dark-
tinted glasses and being
led by a dog with the face
of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu with a large blue Star of
David hanging from its collar. 

The cartoon sparked outrage and accusations that the celebrated newspa-
per is peddling anti-Semitic tropes.

Appearing in the April 25 edition, the cartoon was available in the edi-
tion prior to the seventh day of Passover, but was taken down by Saturday
afternoon.

The Times tweeted on The New York Times Opinion account that the
piece was “offensive, and it was an error of judgment to publish it,” and
that it “included antisemitic tropes.”

Watching ‘Spider-Man’ movies can decrease 
spider phobia, Israeli researchers show

(JTA) — It sounds like a teenager’s dream: Could watching superhero
movies have actual health benefits?

Two Israeli researchers think so. They found that exposing people to
short clips of “Spider-Man” and “Ant-Man” films reduced their phobias of
spiders and ants.

Menachem Ben-Ezra from the School of Social Work at Ariel University
and Yaakov Hoffman of the Interdisciplinary Department of Social
Sciences at Bar-Ilan University published their findings in the Frontiers of
Psychiatry journal last week.

Study participants who were shown just seven seconds of a scene from a
recent “Spider-Man” movie lowered their arachnophobia score — taken
before and after the viewing — by 20 percent. They achieved a similar
result by showing participants with ant phobia a seven-second clip from
“Ant-Man” (which stars Jewish actor Paul Rudd).

The phobia scores did not decrease when participants were shown a
scene from a general Marvel movie without insects, leading the researchers
to conclude that the exposure to the specific insect-themed heroes onscreen
did the trick.

A news release notes that Ben-Ezra and Hoffman are both avid Marvel
movie fans.

“Such movies not only help people feel better about themselves, they
provide a contra to hectic and stressful lives by showing us the true under-
lying spirit of one confronting his/her fears,” the release says.



By MARCY OSTER
(JTA) — The 19-year-old alleged gunman at a Poway,

California synagogue lives with his parents and said in a
manifesto that he thinks that Jews are planning to take over
the world.

John Earnest also claimed that he set fire to a mosque in
Escondido, California in the weeks after the shooting at two
mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand, a claim which is
under investigation.

A nursing student, Earnest is on the dean’s list at California
State University, San Marcos.

Earnest was yelling anti-Semitic slurs when he entered the
synagogue, according to the New York Times, reportedly
including that Jews were “ruining the world.”

He said in a manifesto posted on 8Chan, a conspiracy the-
ory message board, that he was  inspired by the Tree of Life
synagogue gunman along with the New Zealand mosque
shooter. He wrote in his manifesto, according to Heavy.com:
“I do not care about the debt-based currency that Jews like
to pretend is money. I do not care for the bread and circus
that Jewry has used to attempt to pacify my people. I will-
ingly sacrifice my future—the future of having a fulfilling
job, a loving wife, and amazing kids. I sacrifice this for the
sake of my people. OUR people. I would die a thousand
times over to prevent the doomed fate that the Jews have
planned for my race.”

He also used several anti-Semitic tropes and themes in his
manifesto, including that Jews control the media and finan-
cial institutions.

“Every Jew is responsible for the meticulously planned
genocide of the European race. They act as a unit, and every
Jew plays his part to enslave the other races around him—
whether consciously or subconsciously. Their crimes are
endless,” he also wrote.

He wrote that he is a Christian and blames all Jews for the
murder of Jesus. He called on others to “take a stand” and
follow in his footsteps.

Earnest’s father is a high school science teacher, and he has
two sisters and a brother. Police raided his parents’ home
shortly after the shooting.

Earnest called the shooting in to police after he fled the
scene, as an off-duty U.S. Border Patrol guard who had
arrived to say Yizkor shot at him. He was taken into police
custody several blocks from the synagogue, reportedly
emerging from the car with his hands in the air. An assault
rifle was found in the front seat of his car, as was an action

camera, indicating that he had planned to film the synagogue shooting.
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Alleged Poway synagogue shooter lives with his parents and thinks Jews are taking over the world
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Winnipeg Participants to Explore 
the History and Philosophy of Jewish Spiritual Worship 

Winnipeg, MB – This May, Rabbi Shmuly Altein of Chabad will offer
With All My Heart, a new six-session course by the acclaimed Rohr
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) that will examine the Jewish art of prayer
and spiritual experience.

Beginning Tuesday, May 14 at 7:30 pm, participants in the course will
study the history and philosophy of Jewish worship, seeking to discover
the deep, elegant structure embedded within the Jewish prayer book and
within Judaism’s ancient synagogue traditions.

“Responsibilities pull us in so many directions that we seldom get a
chance to reflect on our lives, our mission in this world, what’s true, and
what really matters to us,” Rabbi Shmuly Altein, the local JLI instructor
in Winnipeg told The Jewish Post and News. “Even much of religion
seems to have become routine and devoid of heartfelt feeling and spiritu-
ality. This course is out to debunk that notion and reclaim the ‘spirit’
within spiritual practice.”

According to JLI’s website, the course promises to “outline profound
Jewish prayer techniques that lend wings to our emotions and words to
our yearnings, allowing us to communicate with something much larger
than ourselves, and feel comfort and shelter within a reality that’s more
whole, more intense, more real, and more beautiful.”

“We tend to turn to prayer when we’re out of options, seeking some
kind of magical intervention when we’re having trouble dealing with
what life throws our way,” explained Rabbi Zalman Abraham, of JLI’s
Brooklyn headquarters. “Prayer is meant to be so much more than that.
It’s a way to relieve stress; find focus, clarity, and connection to a raw and
vulnerable place deep within us; or even just to start each day from a pos-
itive, humble, and grateful frame of mind.”

With All My Heart explores questions such as: What is Jewish prayer?
How do we achieve intimacy with G-d? What is the mystical meaning,

power, and impact of our prayers? If prayer is a journey, what is its des-
tination? And how do we practice focused mindfulness while engaging in
our day-to-day responsibilities?

Rabbi Laibl Wolf, founder and dean of Spiritgrow and author of
Practical Kabbalah, commented about the course, “Talking to G-d, or
discovering the deeper self, is not taught or experienced by most Jews in
a lifetime. It is therefore heroic of JLI to tackle this gap and bridge it with
an excellent course that includes experiential elements like meditation.” 

Like all JLI programs, this course is designed to appeal to people at all
levels of knowledge, including those without any prior experience or
background in Jewish learning. All JLI courses are open to the public,
and attendees need not be affiliated with a particular synagogue, temple,
or other house of worship.

Interested students may call 204-339-8737 or visit
ChabadWinnipeg.org for registration and for other course-related infor-
mation.

* ******* *
The Jewish Learning Institute is the adult education arm of Chabad-

Lubavitch and a partner agency of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. As
the preeminent provider of adult Jewish learning in Winnipeg, JLI’s mis-
sion is to make Jewish learning accessible and personally meaningful to
every Jew, regardless of background or affiliation. 

Chabad-Lubavitch provides Jewish education, community outreach
and social service programming for families and individuals of all ages,
backgrounds, and affiliations. Thousands are touched by Chabad each
year through our school, day camps, early childcare centre, adult educa-
tion institute, library, kosher kitchen, family workshops, youth groups,
and holiday programming.

Community news
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A stand out line up for the 2019 Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival 

The festival from May 21- June 7 offers something for everyone:
Award-winning Films, Special Guests, Talk Backs, Parties, and more.

One of the highlights of Winnipeg’s spring cultural calendar is the
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival, a presentation of award-
winning feature and documentary films from around the world, on sub-
jects of Jewish identity, culture, history, diversity.

The festival, held at the Berney Theatre, Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster St.,
which, this year, runs from May 21- June 7, is presented by the Rady JCC
and The Asper Foundation, with support from the Babs Asper Centre for
Cultural Arts, Winnipeg Free Press and Jewish Post and News.

Film lovers will truly be spoiled for choice: this year’s lineup includes
sweeping period dramas, quirky comedies, food flicks, love stories, fam-
ily dramas, and history-minded features and documentaries.

In total twenty-seven local, Canadian and international films will be
screened.  Special events will follow many screenings with guest direc-
tors, producers and speakers, in what are sure to be fascinating discus-
sions. “The Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival this year pre-
sents the best in Jewish cinema from around the globe,” said Tamar Barr,
Rady JCC Interim Executive Director, “We have selected films that
demonstrate and celebrate the breadth and depth of Jewish culture,
creativity, identity, diversity and resiliency. We are thrilled to see our fes-
tival grow each year in audience attendance and buzz. We invite every-
one to come out to the Rady JCC to enjoy these amazing, inspiring, and
captivating films.”

Enlightening,
e n t e r t a i n i n g
and, sometimes,
u n e x p e c t e d
post-film events
have become a
signature of the
W i n n i p e g
In t e rna t iona l
Jewish Film
Festival, and this
year is no exception. Emmy-nominated director Roberta Grossman will
be in attendance to present her documentary Who Will Write our History
which she co-produced with Nancy Spielberg.

Eli Batalion and
Jamie Elman, the duo
behind the hit web
series YidLife Crisis are
coming to Winnipeg
with Chewdaism:  A
Taste of Jewish
Montreal, a fun, food-
and fact-filled nosh-
umentary.

In what looks
like the makings
of a fascinating
event, Rena
B o r o d i t s k y ,
E x e c u t i v e
Director of
Chesed Shel
Emes, the local
Jewish commu-
nity funeral
chapel and mortuary, will lead a discussion following one of the quirki-
est odd couple road movies ever: To Dust, starring Matthew Broderick as
a stoner community college professor and Géza Röhrig as his new BFF,
a Chassidic cantor on a quest to understand
death and dying. 

The Spotlight Film, Family in Transition, a
Best Documentary winner at DocAviv, 2018,
will take place at  The Winnipeg
Cinematheque, with a special post-film event
led by Winnipeg Comedy Festival co-founder
Lara Rae. The documentary is a candid and
sympathetic look at a family living in a  small
city in Northern Israel, one of whose senior
members shares a long time wish to transi-
tion. 

More festival highlights include the Canadian
premiere of Golda’s Balcony, The Movie, the
2019 cinematic adaptation of the smash
Broadway hit starring Tovah Feldshuh.

If you can’t
decide between an
evening of music
or movies, look no
further than  It
Must Schwing!-
The Blue Note
Story, a fascinating
d o c u m e n t a r y
about the two Jewish-German emigres who
founded the famed Blue Note jazz record
label. Innovative visuals (the movie was
executive produced by the great film maker
Wim Wenders) accompany the great sound-
track.  It Must Schwing! Headlines the

Festival’s Centrepiece Film & Reception series, and will feature a talk-
back with James Manishen, Artistic and Operations Associate with the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and Kinzey Posen, musician, local jazz
expert and longtime co-producer of CBC’s After Hours.

And, back this year is the Shorts on Sherbrook Film Crawl, an evening
of drinks, laughs and short films at two of Sherbrook Street’s hottest
venues.  The Film Crawl was inaugurated last year and immediately sold
out. This year’s crawl promises to be as fun-filled as last, with, on its ros-
ter, an equally alluring line up of art-house, experimental and thought-
provoking short films from around the world. 

Plan on playing hookey
for an afternoon or two:
Some truly outstanding
matinees are on this year’s
festival schedule, including
Promise at Dawn, a bio-film
based on the life of French
literary great Romain Gary,
staring acclaimed French
actress Charlotte
Gainsbourg in a Cesar-nom-
inated performance as the writer’s mother.

The festival is also featuring acclaimed
Israeli director Avi Nesher’s riveting true
life-based film, The Other Story, about a
rebellious young woman fleeing what she
sees as the chaos and hedonism of her res-
olutely secular family for the disciplined
comforts of Orthodox religion, to their great
dismay. 

That film has some dark comic moments
as does the innovative The Unorthodox,
directed by Eliran Malka, best known as the
creator of the hit Israeli TV series
Shababnikim. The Unorthodox is loosely
based on the story of the founding of
Israel’s Shas political party, which created a
movement for Israel’s disenfranchised

Sephardic community.

And what better way to close
the festival than with a summer
beach party inspired  by The Last
Resort, a cinematic ode to Jewish
Miami Beach of the 1970s, and
The Great Wolodarsky Cribbage
Tournament, an endearing short
film about an extended family
annual Winnipeg Beach  get
together, directed by Israeli film-
maker and family member Ma’ayan
Rypp.

These events and many more unfor-
gettable films are all at the 2019
Winnipeg International Jewish Film
Festival.

Tickets and the full schedule are
available at (204) 477-7510 or 
www. radyjcc.com. 

Who Will Write our History

Chewdaism

To Dust

It Must Schwing!-
The Blue Note Story

The Great Wolodarsky 
Cribbage Tournament
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Yom Hazikaron
Ceremony
Tuesday, May 7
7:00 pm | Berney Theatre

radyjcc.com  |  204-477-7510  |  123 Doncaster Street

4:00-6:00 PM  Free Family Swim
4:00-9:00 PM  Israeli Food Café 
4:30-6:15 PM  Ultimate Israeli Experience
Children, Tween & Family Activities
7:15 PM  Chai & Community Performers
8:40 PM  Dance Party & Fireworks

Congregation
Shaarey Zedek

130

YEARS

est.1889

Ruth Carol
& Len 

Podheiser

Y1

Celebrate Israel’s 71st Year! 

F R E E   C O M M U N I T Y- W I D E   E V E N T

Thursday, May 9 | Rady JCC Gym

#israel71

Yom Ha’atzmaut will feature the 
first appearance of the Jewish 

community’s new mascot!

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

F R E E   C

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

O M M U N I T Y

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

W I D E   E V E N T-O M M U N I T Y

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

W I D E   E V E N T

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Y11

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Y11

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Thur

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

, yy,sdarrs

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

y 9, Ma

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

C Gymady JC | R

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

C Gym

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

drChil
:154:30-6
:0094:00-
:004:00-6

ebrCel

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

een & F
e IsrUltimatM  P
ood Cafaeli FIsr PM:00

amily See FrF PM:00

ael’s 7e Isratebr

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

amily Activities
aeli Experience Isr

éod Caffé
wimamily S

ear!YYest1ael’s 7

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

eaeli Experienc

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

M  P:408
Chai & Community PM  P:157

en, TdrChil

ommunityc
t sfirrs

om HYYo

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

ty & Firare PDanc
Chai & Community P

amily Activitieseen & Fw, TTw

’s new mascommunity
e of the Jewishancappear

eaHa’atzmaut will ffe

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

orksewty & Fir
sormerrserffoChai & Community P

amily Activities

ot!’s new masc
e of the Jewish

e theeatur

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

s

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

#israel71

ommunityc

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

#israel71

’s new mascommunity

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

#israel71

ot!’s new masc

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

adyjcr
mmuwish Coer J Aspezlia •rn Herushueas YYedA

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

|om  cc.adyjc
 Camon •ydrck Coo Brp • BB Cams •punity Cammmu

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

re

10  57-77 204-4
ativr Creectn See Gwy •mcadey Aa Grp Massad • Cam

kShaarey Zede
Congregation8918est.

S eCelebrating Community and CulturEARY

0
13

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 123 Doncas| 10  
 •ntre Ceritagewish Hee Jl •illeH •ntre Living Ceeativ

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

eeter Strt 123 Doncas
O, MacYYOms: BBgraouth ProCC YYo Rady Jy •rJ LibraPPJ

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

eet
ADYYA •s Cafézer’o SchmoAL •s, TTA GameO, Maccabi

odheiserP
en& L

olRuth Car

 

  
   
 

 
 

 

 

 
 


