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Doctor fired from St. Boniface
Hospital threatens JP&N 
with defamation lawsuit

By BERNIE
BELLAN

A notice of
intention to com-
mence legal pro-
ceedings against
me personally
and against The
Jewish Post &
News was deliv-
ered to me on
April 25.

In it, Dr.
Hussam Azzam
says that “The
intended action
would be in rela-
tion to a claim that Mr. Bellan and The Jewish
Post & News have defamed me.”

The notice goes on to say that in an article
published in our paper, also on our website,
“The article defames me by, among other
things, stating and/or inferring that I had
engaged in hate speech, posted comments that
were meant to incite hatred toward Israelis
and/or their sympathizers and that I had been
terminated from my position with the
Northern Regional Health Authority for
something improper, none of which is true,
accurate or fair.”

The notice goes on to ask for “a full and fair
retraction of the defamatory statements as
well as a full apology” to be immediately
published in The Jewish Post & News
(including on its website and Facebook
Profile Page).”

The document is signed by Dr. Azzam him-
self and does not bear the name of any law
firm.

Following are some of the tweets that Dr.
Azzam had posted to his Twitter account
before it was totally expunged: (They were
retrieved by someone whose identity has
not been revealed to me, but who had evi-
dently been tracking Dr. Azzam’s online
activity for some time. Thank you sir, who-
ever you are.)

“If you donate money to Israel you are NOT
Jewish..you are a ZIONIST”

“For Israel the burning of a Palestinian baby
is more a public relations crisis and expres-
sions of outrage are spin”

“If Islamic state terror is not Islam, why is
Israeli war Judaism?”

Superimposed over a picture of the U.S. and
Israel flags: “We don’t negotiate with terror-
ists...we just give them 3 billion dollars of
funding a year to commit genocide, enforce
apartheid, steal homes, torture” (the rest is cut
off)

“Israel is still stealing the children”
“War crimes! #terroristIsrael”

“@justinTrudeau instead of celebrating you should
be showing outrage for the genocide being commit-
ted in Gaza”

“Self defense!!! #Gaza #terroristIsrael
#freePalestine”

“The horror of Israel’s bloody savagery in #Gaza
stuns world”

“Israel is run by maniacal mass-murdering Zio-
Nazis...Exactly like the ones destroying Ukraine for
the #US...”

“If this is true then it describes exactly what
“Israel” is all
about, racism,
apartheid and
genocide”

“Zionists are
the terrorists of
the Middle East
Just ask any
Middle East
intel expert.
NYT is...”

“Red Card for
R a c i s m :
A c t i v i s t s
demand FIFA
kick out Israel”

“The racist-
Zionist troll is
getting desper-
ate now...”

DR. HUSSAM
AZZAM

In his notice, Dr. Azzam states in part,
“The article defames me by, among other
things, stating and/or inferring that I had
engaged in hate speech, posted comments
that were meant to incite hatred toward
Israelis and/or their sympathizers.”

We’ve posted on this page some of the
images Dr. Azzam had on his Facebook
page  before he removed them. 

Rabbi (& archaeologist) Avrohom
Slotik gives fascinating talk at Jewish
Learning Centre   

..........page 10



Issued by the Jewish Foun-
dation May 4: 

Marsha Cowan has announced
her retirement as Chief Executive
Officer of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. She will remain in her
current position until December 31,
2017, and will then assume a new
role as Strategic Endowment
Consultant. Cowan has served as
CEO since 2005.

“We knew this day would come
and we have been working with
Marsha to identify ways that we
can still benefit from her remark-
able fund development skills,” said
Anita Wortzman, Chair of the JFM.
“I am happy to say that she will still
be working with us.”

In her new role, Cowan will work
with select fundholders and
prospects to grow their endow-
ments at the Foundation. It is a
two-year appointment during
which she will also help the new
CEO settle into the position.

“Our strategic plan calls for
transformational growth in the coming years,” added
Wortzman. “Marsha’s new responsibilities will play a
key role in the fulfillment of our vision.”

A Selection Committee has already been struck to
identify a new CEO and a human resources firm has

been retained to conduct a national
search. It is hoped that a new CEO
will be in place by the fall.

“We have been so fortunate to
have the type of professional lead-
ership we have had over the years.
We are over 50-years-old as an
organization and have been led by
three dynamic, long-serving execu-
tives,” said Dr. Eric Winograd,
incoming Chair of the Foundation.
“Like Izzy Peltz and David Cohen
before her, Marsha has led us with
passion and skill. The Foundation
has grown considerably under her
direction. Thanks to Marsha, we
are very well-positioned for our
next level of growth. We will be
looking for a new leader cut from
the same cloth as Izzy, David, and
Marsha.”

Prior to joining the Jewish
Foundation as CEO, Marsha served
as the volunteer President of the
Foundation and was instrumental
in the launch of the Women’s
Endowment Fund.

“Serving the community as CEO of the Foundation
has been exhilarating and rewarding beyond words,”
said Cowan. “I am looking forward to my new position
and to working with my successor to ensure our con-
tinued growth and impact.”
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Netanyahu takes issue
with Abbas saying the

Palestinians teach their
children peace

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said he is "always
ready for genuine peace" while
taking issue with a statement in
Washington, D.C., by Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas that the Palestinians
"teach their children peace."

Abbas and President Donald
Trump met at the White House on
Wednesday and gave statements
to the media.

"I heard President Abbas yes-
terday say that they teach,
Palestinians teach their children
peace. That’s unfortunately not
true," Netanyahu said Thursday
during a meeting with Romanian
Prime Minister Sorin Grindeanu
in Jerusalem. "They name their
schools after mass murderers of
Israelis and they pay terrorists.

"But I hope that it’s possible to
achieve a change and to pursue a
genuine peace. This is something
Israel is always ready for. I’m
always ready for genuine peace."

Netanyahu also said that he
"look(s) forward to discussing
with President Trump the best
ways to advance peace."

During their joint statement
during the White House welcom-
ing ceremony, Trump called on
Abbas to address incitement.

“There can be no lasting peace
unless the Palestinian leaders
speak in a unified voice against
incitement to violence and hate,
there’s such hatred, but hopefully
there won’t be such hatred for
very long,” he said.

Abbas said his government was
teaching its young people peace.

“We are raising our youth, our
children and our grandchildren,
on a culture of peace,” he said.

Trump removes tweet saying
it was 'honor' to host Abbas
(JTA) — President Donald

Trump deleted a tweet in which
he said it was an "an honor" to
host Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas at the
White House a day after the two
leaders met.

The tweet, which also included
video from the two leaders' meet-
ing, was gone on Thursday, 13
hours after it was originally post-
ed, according to ProPublica,
which tracks the president's delet-
ed tweets.

After meeting with Abbas,
Trump wrote on Twitter: "An
honor to host President
Mahmoud Abbas at the WH
today. Hopefully something ter-
rific could come out of it between
the Palestinians & Israel."

At the meeting, Trump said he
was optimistic that he could pull
off the deal for Israeli-Palestinian
peace that has frustrated at least
four of his predecessors, with the
most recent collapse of talks in
2014 followed by a war between
Israel and Hamas in the Gaza
Strip.

UNESCO votes to condemn Israel’s 
presence in Jerusalem

NEW YORK (JTA) – The United Nations’ cultural
agency voted to condemn Israel’s sovereignty in
Jerusalem. 

UNESCO – the UN Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization – passed a resolution called
“Occupied Palestine” by a vote of 22-10, with 26 coun-
tries abstaining or absent, on Tuesday. 

The resolution calls on Israel to rescind any “legisla-
tive and administrative measures and actions” it has
taken to “alter the character and status” of Jerusalem. It
rejects the idea of a “basic law” in Jerusalem, based off
of a 1980 Knesset law, which implies that the city is
one unified whole and governed solely by Israel. 

Submitted by Algeria, Egypt, Lebanon, Morocco,
Oman, Qatar and Sudan, the resolution also sharply
criticizes Israel’s construction in eastern Jerusalem’s
Old City and “deplores” the Jewish state’s “continu-
ous” closure of the Gaza strip. 

The vote was taken on Israel’s Independence Day and
follows a highly controversial UNESCO resolution
passed last October that ignored Jewish ties to the
Western Wall and Temple Mount sites. 

Hillel Neuer, who heads the watchdog group UN
Watch, tweeted that despite the outcome, Israel won a
“moral victory” in the voting process. He noted that the
United States, Germany, the United Kingdom, Greece,
Italy and the Netherlands all voted no, and that India
abstained. 

Philippines president tells Trump he may
not be able to visit US because he’s 

‘supposed to go to Israel’
(JTA) – The president of the Philippines, Rodrigo

Duterte, told President Donald Trump that he may not
be able to visit the White House because he is “sup-
posed to go to” Israel and Russia. 

Responding to Trump’s invitation on Saturday to visit
the United States, Duterte said Monday, “I cannot make
any definite promise. I’m supposed to go to Russia; I’m
also supposed to go to Israel,” The New York Times

reported. 
Also Monday, Israel’s Foreign Ministry said there

was no set date for Duterte’s visit, which he reportedly
had been planning since last month, The Times of Israel
reported. 

Trump drew criticism for inviting Duterte, who is
accused of ordering extrajudicial killings as part of his
war on drugs. 

“Celebrating a man who boasts of killing his own cit-
izens and inviting him to the White House, while
remaining silent on his disgusting human rights record,
sends a terrifying message,” said John Sifton, the Asia
director of Human Rights Watch, according to Reuters. 

In September, Israeli leaders and Jewish groups con-
demned Duterte for comparing his campaign to elimi-
nate drug use in his country to the Holocaust, saying he
would like to kill millions of drug dealers and users. He
later apologized for his remarks. 

Sebastian Gorka reportedly
leaving White House

(JTA) – Sebastian Gorka, the presidential aide
accused of ties to a far-right Hungarian nationalist
group, reportedly will be leaving the White House for
another government position. 

According to a report Sunday in the political website
The Hill, citing an unnamed senior White House offi-
cial, Gorka will be taking a position in another federal
agency. He currently serves as a deputy assistant to
Donald Trump, advising the president on counterterror-
ism. 

The Washington Examiner first reported that Gorka’s
new position will be focused on the “war of ideas”
against radical Islam and will not be in the State
Department, providing no further details. 

Gorka has been serving on the Strategic Initiatives
Group, an internal organization within the White
House, and as a national security adviser. An unnamed
source told the Examiner, however, that Gorka’s cur-
rent position had always been meant to be temporary
while he waited for administration officials to create a
terrorism-related position for him in another area of the
government. 
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One of the functions of a newspaper is to
serve as a sounding board for individuals
who have a gripe they want to get off their

chests. In some cases letters to the editor provide a
reasonable outlet, but in other cases we sometimes
get contacted by persons who want to speak about
something to us in person.

Often when we do agree to meet with someone
we find ourselves listening to a particular tale of

woe. When that happens we have to decide how to counsel the particular indi-
vidual or individuals who were seeking a sympathetic ear. It’s not easy to hear
of cases where someone is so frustrated over something that has happened that
they feel stymied to the point where  they feel they have to turn to a newspa-
per for help. We try to explain that it’s not our purpose to intercede on behalf
of individuals when all other attempts at resolution of a problem have failed.

Yet, at the same time, we can be moved occasionally to actually attempt to
intercede on behalf of someone in certain instances. We always try to do so
diplomatically - by sending out queries to another party or parties, always with
the promise of confidentiality. We also try to avoid lobbying on behalf of an
individual or group when we think we are being used to advance a cause.

Still, there are those instances where, even after careful inquiries into a situ-
ation, we find that certain organizations or individuals may be behaving in a
manner that might be construed as unfair and are not amenable to a resolution
of what might be a valid complaint.

As our Jewish community has developed over the years it has created a num-
ber of organizations that have a certain degree of power over some people’s
live. One of those organizations is the  Jewish Child & Family Service.

We don’t pretend to be conversant in family law, but there have been situa-
tions when we have been approached by individuals who have a particular
grievance with the manner in which the JCFS has handled a case. There has
been once case in particular that has been brought to our attention for quite
some time and which serves as a reminder how frustrating it can be for some
families when they think they are being treated unfairly by a child and family
service agency.

In our contact with the family that has sought our help we have always been
mindful of the obligations of family service agencies not to disclose any con-
fidential information about a client. But, at the same time, it is all too easy for
an agency such as the  JCFS to hide behind that cloak of confidentiality to act
in a manner which could be perceived as being arbitrary and unfair.

Added to the issue of what one might term bureaucratic obfuscation, in the
past year and a half another issue has been brought to our attention and that is
the JCFS’s involvement with Operation Ezra. This paper has gone out of its
way to heap praise on the manner in which Operation Ezra has been hugely
successful in helping Yazidi refugee families come to Winnipeg, but there have
been questions raised for quite some time about certain aspects of Operation
Ezra that are deeply troubling.

Specifically, those questions have to do with which families have been
brought here under the auspices of Operation Ezra. Very early on we heard
murmurings that certain families were being given preference because of spe-

cial connections they
had to someone who was
in a powerful position of
being able to influence
who was given priority
treatment by Operation
Ezra.

We made inquiries
quite some time ago into
thos allegations – and
were assured by key
principals involved with
Operation Ezra that there
was nothing to the criti-
cisms that were being
leveled about
favouritism involved in
bringing certain families
here. We left it at that
until we were
approached by one par-
ticular member of the
Yazidi community who
asked to meet with us.

During that meeting
we were shown a list of
the families that have
been brought here
through Operation Ezra,
along with what that
individual claimed were
the direct connections
between each of those
families and someone

who has been deeply involved in deciding which families were brought here.
We put those allegations to various individuals closely involved with

Operation Ezra – and in each case those allegations were summarily dismissed
as nothing more than grudges held by some members of the Yazidi communi-
ty against other members of the Yazidi community.

Again, as in the case of the family matter that had been brought to our atten-
tion, we are frustrated by the somewhat cavalier manner in which JCFS has
been able to dismiss criticisms of its operations. 

As a result, we think it is time that the Jewish Federation consider the
appointment of an independent ombudsperson (which is a term that is now in
increasing use, as opposed to the more gender-biased term “ombudsman”) to
act in situations where aggrieved parties think they have been treated unfairly
by JCFS – or any Jewish organization that receives funding from the Jewish
Federation for that matter. Frankly, our Jewish Federation has grown so much
over the years that it has become a quasi-government and, as with every
provincial government in Canada, it is about time that it appointed an inde-
pendent third party who can receive complaints about the operation of that
quasi-government and its ancillary agencies.

In fact, as we saw several years ago with one horrendous case of elder abuse
at the Simkin Centre, it is not just the JCFS that might be well served by hav-
ing an ombudsperson in place. As noted at the outset, with the maturation of
our community many organizations have developed powerful bureaucratic
structures parallel to structures that exist within the community at large. 

While some may argue that boards can serve as proper checks on the behav-
iours of our Jewish organizations, that argument is simply disingenuous.
Boards are made up of volunteers who are almost always highly unlikely to
level any substantive criticisms of the manner in which Jewish bureaucracies
operate. The most glaring instance of that happening occurred with the Simkin
Centre, when the board insisted on renewing the contract of a CEO under
whose watch terrible deficiencies in patient care were consistently overlooked.

Had there been an ombudsperson in place at that time, it is possible that what
happened at the Simkin Centre might have been prevented or at least mitigat-
ed to some extent. One might argue that, even if the JCFS is also adhering to
all the normative requirements that are imposed upon it by provincial govern-
ment legislation, our Jewish community has long had a tradition of open self-
criticism that requires a higher standard of self-examination than that under
which the JCFS currently operates.

We don’t know whether this suggestion for the appointment of an
ombudsperson will go anywhere. We wanted to show however, to those indi-
viduals who have approached us with their cases of deep frustration with the
manner in which their complaints have been consistently dismissed by the
JCFS that we, at least, are not ignoring them. It is not our place to set ourselves
up as judges as to whether a particular grievance has any merit. It is important
though for an independent newspaper that is beholden to no one in the Jewish
community to be able to level some hard questions about any organization that
seems to be beyond reproach.

Turning to another subject entirely, we were among the lucky individuals
who were able to hear Ron Wolfson, the Shaarey Zedek’s scholar-in-residence
the weekend of April 28-30. By all accounts every single one of Wolfson’s sev-
eral appearances over that weekend was received to great acclaim.

While Joanne Seiff has been writing at length about Wolfson’s message of
inclusiveness, one other aspect of Wolfson’s style impressed us greatly – and
that was his sincere warmth. Charles Adler used to have this great expression:
“Once you can fake sincerity, the rest is easy”. In Wolfson’s case, when we
walked into the Shaarey Zedek Friday evening of April 28, there were about
another 30 people sitting in the sanctuary waiting for Wolfson’s talk to start,
while about another 190 people were still finishing their Shabbat evening din-
ner.

Wolfson was already in the sanctuary though – greeting each and everyone
of those 30 people who were sitting there. He worked the room like a politician
(and that’s not meant as a disrespectful term – I’ve seen Justin Trudeau in
action at Shalom Square working the room; he exuded warmth and sincerity.)

While Ron Wolfson isn’t a rabbi – he has all the qualities you’d want in a
rabbi: scholarship, empathy, and a fabulous sense of humour – not that those
are all the criteria you’d want in a rabbi, but they sure help. Let’s not kid our-
selves: As much as someone like Wolfson can talk about creating a warm, wel-
coming atmosphere in a synagogue, it all starts with whoever is on the podium.
There’s nothing wrong with having a rabbi who can also be a great entertain-
er. After all, Jackie Mason was a rabbi before he became a full-time comedian.

We’ve noted before that the new centre of worship in Winnipeg is the MTS
Centre when the Jets are playing. The crowds seem to be deriving the same sort
of experience there that used to be enjoyed in churches or synagogues. Clearly
the Jets – and other sports teams everywhere, are filling the void left by the
diminished role that organized religion plays in most people’s lives. So, if peo-
ple can enjoy themselves in synagogue, as those in attendance during
Wolfson’s visit here so clearly did, is there anything wrong with that? Of
course, Wolfson is a rare breed and trying to emulate him is no easy challenge,
but aside from his message, his style was also just as important in being able
to win over his audience. 

Kudos to the Shaarey Zedek for making a special effort to invite the entire
community to hear Wolfson at some point during his visit here. That attempt to
reach out to non-members said as much about Wolfson’s message of inclu-
siveness as was the actual substance of his message. 

Short Takes
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By MYRON LOVE
An article by Daniel Pipes, president of Middle East Forum, in the most

recent edition of Mosaic Magazine online paints a very grim future picture
of the current state of Israel-Palestinian relations. 

In the article, Pipes reports on the conclusions of Daniel Polisar of
Shalem College in Jerusalem, in an essay (titled “Do Palestinians Want a
Two-State Solution?) that he wrote based on the results of 400 polls of
Palestinians.

Pipes reports that Polisar’s research found that Palestinians collectively
hold three related views of Israel - “that Israel has no historical or moral
claim to exist, is inherently rapacious and expansionist, and is doomed to
extinction.”

“With this analysis, Polisar has elegantly dissected the phenomenon that
I call Palestinian rejectionism,” Pipes writes. “That’s the policy first imple-
mented by the monstrous mufti of Jerusalem, Amin al-Husseini, in 1921
and consistently followed over the next near-century. Rejectionism
demands that Palestinians (and beyond them, Arabs and Muslims) repudi-
ate every aspect of Zionism: deny Jewish ties to the land of Israel, fight
Jewish ownership of that land, refuse to recognize Jewish political power,
refuse to trade with Zionists, murder Zionists where possible, and ally with
any foreign power, including Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia, to eradicate
Zionism.

“The continuities are striking. All major Palestinian leaders–Amin al-
Husseini, Ahmad al-Shukeiri, Yasir Arafat, Mahmoud Abbas, and Yahya
Sinwar (the new leader of Hamas in Gaza)–have made eliminating the
Zionist presence their only goal. Yes, for tactical reasons, they occasional-
ly compromised, most notably in the Oslo Accords of 1993, but then they
reversed these exceptions as soon as possible.

“In other words, the Israeli-Palestinian “peace process” that began in
1989 has been a massive charade. As Israelis earnestly debated making
“painful concessions,” their Palestinian counterparts issued promises they
had had no intention of fulfilling, something Arafat had the gall publicly to
signal to his constituency even as he signed the Oslo Accords, and many
times subsequently.”

So long as rejectionism runs rampant, he concludes, “debates about one,
two-, and three-state solutions, about carving up the Temple Mount into
dual sovereign areas, or about electricity grids and water supplies, are for
naught. There can be no resolution so long as most Palestinians dream of
obliterating the Jewish state.”

There is one glimmer of hope in Polisar’s findings though. Pipes does

notes about 20% of Palestinians are ready to live peaceably with the Jewish
state. This is quite remarkable considering that the Palestinian leadership
inculcates hatred of Jews and Israel and denial of any Jewish historic con-
nections to the Holy Land
throughout its school system
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Palestinian rejectionism makes any hope of peace in near future completely unrealistic

Mistake in Rabbi Green interview 
Bernie,
First of all, please accept our thanks for the great work that the

Jewish Post has done in the past by informing the community at large,
about the changes at Shaarey Zedek, that we hope are making our syn-
agogue more relevant and engaging to today’s Jewish population in
Winnipeg. 

Your interview with Rabbi Green in the April 26 issue was no excep-
tion. Rabbi Green has had a pivotal role in these changes over the past
10 years. Thank you for that. However, on page 17, you raise the ques-
tion of Matthew Leibl becoming the senior rabbi at the Shul. 

Just to set the record straight, going forward we have changed our
model in regards to our clergy responsibilities. Both Cantor Anibal
Mass and Matthew Leibl will soon be ordained as rabbis. Our ritual
committee, Rabbi Green, and our board of Directors have recognized
the considerable and outstanding talents that they have individually.
Taking that into account, along with their history of working so close-
ly and collaboratively over the past few years we have decided that,
rather than having one senior rabbi, Shaarey Zedek will have a clergy
team with individual responsibilities that will take advantage of their
talents to the benefit of our congregation and the community at large. 

I am hoping that in the next issue you will consider correcting any
misunderstanding that might arise in the community as a result of that
statement. 

Regards
Lorne Weiss
President, Congregation Shaarey Zedek 

Tova & Larry Vickar are “very special people”
Hi Bernie,
Just a quick note to let you know how much I enjoyed the story fea-

tured in your April 26th issue on Tova Vickar’s project – the Learning
& Life Skills Centre at Meggido Regional High School. I had the plea-
sure of visiting the campus of the school in January of 2015 (during my
time as regional director of the JNF/KKL branch) to see the progress
of the building and visit with our good friend Zeev Kedem (See
attached photo). Tova & Larry are very special people. Their on-going
commitment and support of Israel as well as the local Jewish and gen-
eral communities is inspiring.

Warm regards,
Rob Berkowits

Historical inaccuracy in 
Simone Scott Cohen’s column

Hi Bernie,
Re - Simone Cohen Scott’s column - “A different kind of tour”
I would like to point out some historical inaccuracy in this article -

Ms. Cohen Scott writes: “Then in 1929, the entire Jewish community
of Hevron was massacred.”

In fact, 67 (some sources note 63) of the approximately 435 Jewish
inhabitants of Hebron were murdered. Many who survived were hid-
den by local Arab families. Nineteen Arab families saved dozens if not
hundreds of Hebrons Jews: Zmira Mani wrote about an Arab named
Abu Id Zitoun who brought his brother and son to rescue her family.
The Arab family protected the Manis with their swords, hid them in a
cellar along with other Jews they had saved and eventually found
policeman to escort them safely to the police station at Beit Romano.
Another, an elderly American named Bernzweig who was visiting
Hebron at the time, describes how a neighboring Arab family protect-
ed him and 33 other Jews in their home as the mobs came time and
again, demanding that any Jews be handed over: “Five times the Arabs
stormed our house with axes, and all the while those wild murderers
kept screaming at the Arabs who were standing guard to hand over the
Jews. They, in turn, shouted back that they had not hidden any Jews and
knew nothing.” Many were left seriously injured. The survivors of the
massacre were evacuated to Jerusalem by the British authorities. Many
returned in 1931, but were removed by the British authorities in 1936
at the start of the Arab revolt. 
Thanks,
Belle Jarniewski

LETTERS

Correction:
In our interview with Rabbi Green, we incorrectly wrote that Rabbi

Green said “Once you get here you don’t really want to ‘live’.”
Of course, the correct word should have been “leave”.
We apologize for the error although, in truth, I’m sure some people

might have said the same thing about Winnipeg as we misquoted Rabbi
Green as saying - especially overpaid NHL hockey players.

Correction
In our April 26 issue, in our article about the Jewish Foundation

Luncheon we incorrectly reported that the late Irma Penn had left a
bequest of $30,000 to the Jewish Foundation. We received a note from
Zach Minuk, Director of Marketing & Communications for the foun-
dation, informing us that in fact the bequest left by Irma was much larg-
er. 

Zach wrote, in part: A portion of the annual net income earned off her
large bequest is being used to launch the Irma Penn Jewish Educational
Grant Pilot Project – up to $35,000 a year will go towards this new
grant. We will be launching this project this summer.

Here is information about that bequest, taken from the Jewish
Foundation website: 

In 2015, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba received a large bequest
from the estate of Irma Penn (z’’l). Her bequest asked that a portion of
the annual net income be used for Jewish education. As a result, JFM is
launching the Irma Penn Jewish Educational Grant Pilot Project and
will be accepting proposals up to $35,000 in order to find a qualified
project to fulfill our donor’s wishes.

The goal of the Irma Penn Jewish Educational Grant Pilot
Project will be to fund a project or projects that:

1.has/have a strong Jewish educational component;
2.is/are innovative, creative, new, bold and exciting;
3.will have a lasting impact on the Jewish and/or general community

in Manitoba;
4.has/have never been attempted before due to the unavailability of

funding.

Continued on page 11. See “Comment”.
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This past Sunday,
Former Winnipegger
Danny Miles and his
teammates won the 2017
Canadian Bridge
Championships which
were held in Winnipeg at
the Radisson Hotel down-
town from April 29 to May
7.  For Miles, this was the
third time is six years that
he has been a member of the Canadian Champion bridge foursome.  He
was also a member of the 2012 and 2015 winning teams.

In 2012, the winning team represented Canada in the world champi-
onships in France. In 2015, Miles and his teammates represented our coun-
try in India.

Miles explains that at the world level there are different tournaments,
depending on the year.  In years corresponding with the Olympic Games,
every country can send an Olympic bridge team to the World Team
Olympiad.

Then there is the Bermuda Bowl.  Held in odd-numbered years, the tour-
nament is open only to teams representing each of the World Bridge
Federation’s different zones.  Thus, Miles points out, only two team slots
are allotted for North America.  The United States sends one team and
Canada and Mexico have a playoff to determine which country sends the
second team.  Miles’ tournament in India was competing in the Bermuda
Bowl.  Miles and his teammates now have to face-off against the top
Mexican team to determine which of the two will go to the Bermuda Bowl
this year in Lyons in France.

The world championships in even, non-Olympic years are open to any-
one.

The Canadian
nationals in
Winnipeg, Miles
reports, drew about
500 bridge players
from across the coun-
try.  The teams, he
says, consist of four to
six members. His
team included a fel-
low Torontonian, a
player from
Vancouver and three
Winnipeggers - play-
ing at the highest level
–with the team mak-
ing it to the final
eights in the playoffs.

Miles notes that
there were also lower
levels of competition,
women’s teams and
seniors teams.

Miles has been
playing bridge since
he was four years old
– and has been a com-
petitive player for the
past 25 years.      

“I learned bridge
from my baba,
Frances (Miles),” he
says.  “She taught the
whole family. Our
family was always
playing cards and, as I
have always been a
numbers guy, I kept
playing,” adds Miles,
who has been working
in the financial and
investment fields in

Toronto for the past 20 years.
The bridge star began playing seriously while attending the University of

Manitoba, where he won two tournaments during his time there.
“There are so many different skill levels to bridge,” Miles says.  “You

keep playing in the hope of getting better.  As you begin to advance to high-
er levels, you begin encountering players who are better than you and may
well wonder if you will ever be as good as they are.  There is so much to
learn. It is just a matter of keeping at it.”

At one time, he recalls, he would play every day for a period of time
online and enter tournaments once or twice a month. But, with a new baby
at home, he says, there is not a lot of time to practice.  This past month, he
only practiced one day.

While the game is attracting more retirees, people with time on their
hands who are looking for some social interaction, not a lot of younger peo-
ple - at least not in North America, are taking up the game, Miles points
out.  “In this electronic age, it has been tough to interest younger people in
bridge,” he says. 

In some European and Asian countries, bridge is being taught in the
schools, he reports.  In some Winnipeg schools volunteers teach bridge.
And, in Toronto, there is an annual daylong Easter tournament for high
school students that attracts up to 500 students.   

Miles says that he gets back to Winnipeg once or twice a year to see his
family.  He adds that his 95-year-old baba is still playing bridge and some-
times calls him for advice.

Golden Chordsmen love to sing
Readers who  recall the movie, “The Music Man” may remember how

“Professor” Harold Hill persuaded the four town councillors to form a bar-
bershop quartet, with the result that the foursome were forever breaking
into song.

Winnipeg’s modern-day equivalent – the Winnipeg Golden Chordsmen
Chorus - shares that propensity to break into song. “We will do shows
whenever we’re asked,” says Golden Chordsmen member Dr. Morley
Bernstein. “We sing at seniors’ homes and charity events. We participate in
the Seniors Music Festival and in competitions with other chapters nation-
ally and internationally. 

“We also offer a singing Valentine service. For a fee, we will send out a
quartet to deliver a rose, chocolates and two songs. There is not as much
demand as there used to be. But I would feel good for the whole day after-
wards.”

The Winnipeg Golden Chordsmen Chorus, Bernstein reports, is a chapter
of the Barbershop Harmony Society – which was founded in Tulsa,
Oklahoma, in the 1930s. The Society now has about 30,000 members with
chapters throughout North America and ten other countries worldwide. The
Winnipeg chapter – which was founded in 1948 - has 48 members, eight of
whom are Jewish. 

Among them are the aforementioned Danny Miles and his father, Gary.
The number also includes: Bernstein, Jerry Moscovitch, Bernie Gunn,
Norm Silverberg, Earl Golden,  David Petrie and Perry Chochinov. The age
range of members runs from 30 to 90.

Bernstein himself was brought into the group 23 years ago by his friend,
Martin Gurvey (who has since left Winnipeg). “I have always enjoyed
singing,” says Bernstein, a retired orthodontist who has served on the
Chordsmen board of directors and produced a couple of the shows himself.
“I just needed to find an outlet.”

Bernstein notes that there are 13 traditional songs in the repertoire that
every Barbershop Harmony Society knows. “We have been trying to get
away somewhat from the traditional songs as we try to attract younger
members,” he says. “Our recent shows have included rock and roll, the
music of Broadway, a tribute to Al Jolson and Western music.”

Bernstein notes that the Golden Chordsmen’s next public performance
will be titled Music of the Night, featuring songs from “Les Miz”,
“Cabaret”, “Beauty and the Beast” and “Phantom of the Opera”. The per-
formance is scheduled for Saturday, May 27, at Bethel Mennonite Church
on Stafford. Tickets are $20 and can be purchased from chorus members,
online at eventbrite or by phoning 204 255-4558.

“We practice 52 weeks a year,” Bernstein says. “I love the group and
group singing. They say that singing contributes to a healthier life.”

Bridge star Danny Miles wins third national title

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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DANNY MILES at a national bridge 
tournament in Winnipeg

Winnipeg Golden Chordsmen Chorus 2017
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By MYRON LOVE 
Edith Kimelman was a child when

the Nazis invaded her native Poland.
Today, the retired Winnipeg Jewish
educator is among the youngest of a
dwindling number of Holocaust sur-
vivors who found a haven and new
home in Winnipeg. As such, she and
her husband and fellow Holocaust
survivor, Sam, feel it incumbent on
themselves to attend as many as pos-
sible of the events and programs that
take place annually during
Holocaust Awareness Week which,
this year, began on Sunday, April 23.

“It was encouraging to see that the
programs were generally well
attended,” Kimelman says. “Each
one had a different focus and attracted different people.”

The annual commemoration always begins with a  memorial service on the
Sunday morning at Congregation Etz Chayim, which became the repository
of the community’s Holocaust Memorial Shrine and the annual service in
2002 when the Bnay Abraham Synagogue – where the shrine was housed and
the memorial service traditionally took place – merged with the Rosh Pina and
Beth Israel congregations to form Etz Chayim.

“The attendance exceeded our expectations,” says Lina Streltsov,
Congregation Etz Chayim’s program director.

The service included the traditional candle lighting by Holocaust survivors
and their families, remarks by Adam Levene, the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg’s president, and a keynote address by former MP and MLA Judy
Wasylycia-Leis. Also participating in the service were representatives of the
largely Jewish General Monash branch of the Royal Canadian Legion and the
Jewish Child and Family Service Seniors Choir, which is led by Streltsov.
Rabbi Larry Lander read an invocation and recited the kaddish while Cantor
Tracy Kasner Greaves chanted “El Malei Rachamim”.

For the past ten years, on the Sunday evening of Shoah Week, the congre-
gation at the Shaarey Zedek has been hosting a reading of the six-chapter
“Megillat Hashoah”, which was created by Avigdor Shinan, a professor of
Hebrew Literature at the Hebrew University, and which made its debut at a
Shoah service on April 29, 2003, in Toronto.

The chapters are divided into 15 English and Hebrew readings and members
from both the Jewish and interfaith community are invited to participate in the
English readings. Six candles are lit in memory of the six million Jewish vic-
tims of the Shoah; a seventh candle is lit to remember the many other targets
of the Nazi regime. 

A special guest this year was Artur Wilczynski, Ambassador of Canada to
Norway and Chair of Canada’s Delegation to the IHRA (International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) as one of the readers. Ambassador
Wilczynski, born in Lodz, Poland, is himself the son and grandson of
Holocaust survivors. He arrived in Canada as a young child. He is a tireless
defender of human rights and was named Knight of the Order of Arts and
Letters by the Government of France for his work on cultural diversity. With
his new responsibilities as head of Canada’s delegation to the IHRA, he con-
tinues to address the issue of antiSemitism and Holocaust remembrance in the
international arena. 

Joining Wilczynski in reading the Megilla were leaders from the Muslim,
Sikh, Mennonite and Aboriginal communities, the Salvation Army, the
Lutheran Church and community educators and activists.

Bill Weissmann, the Shaarey Zedek’s long-time shamas, reports that the
evening also included a couple of liturgical songs by the 45-member Rainbow
Harmony Project choir, led by Justin Odwak. 

“We had close to 300 people in attendance for the reading this year,”
Weissmann says. “Our numbers grow every year as previous readers return
with their families. The Megillat Hashoah resonates with the interfaith com-
munity.”

On Monday, April the 24th, the Holocaust Awareness programs began in the
morning with B’nai Brith Canada’s League for Human Right’s “Unto Every
Person There is a Name”. The readings take place across Canada and aim to
personalize the Shoah with a public reading in each community of the names
of Jewish victims whose families/descendants live in each community. 

The more than 120 readers at the Winnipeg ceremony in the Manitoba
Legislature were drawn from a diverse cross section of society. They includ-
ed Holocaust survivors, students from the Gray Academy of Jewish
Education, Grant Park High School and Hugh John MacDonald School in
Winnipeg and Selkirk Regional High School (in Selkirk), politicians, religious
and community leaders from different faith groups and Jewish community
leaders representing almost every Jewish organization in the city.

In his opening remarks, Jeff Lieberman, the chair for the program, noted that
“Unto Every Person There is a Name” was being held in conjunction with
similar ceremonies around the world. “B’nai Brith Canada, a national advo-
cacy and human rights organization, sponsors this program in the hope that it
will strengthen the bond of memory, the bond between past and present,” he

said.
“The Hol-

ocaust is a
tragedy whose
size defies
comprehen-
sion: six mil-
lion Jews were murdered. One and a half million children, thousands of
Jewish communities were obliterated – forever. Today, we meet to remember
the victims of the Shoah. We read their names as a tribute to the lives they led
and hoped to lead.

“ ‘UNTO EVERY PERSON THERE IS A NAME’ gives names back to
those who were stripped of their identities before they were robbed of their
lives. By reciting their names, we remember that each victim was an individ-
ual – a mother or father, a son or daughter, a sister or brother, a child, a friend.
Each had hopes and dreams and, like all people, each clung to life. Together
we affirm that the innocent lives lost in the holocaust have not and will not be
forgotten. Their names will always be remembered.”

The program also included the traditional candle-lighting, appropriate read-
ings and the “El Malei Rachamim “prayer and Chadish recited by Rabbi Alan
Green.

At noon, another group of attendees gathered around the annual public
Holocaust Commemoration at the Holocaust Memorial on the Legislative
grounds. “It was a really moving ceremony,” says Elaine Goldstine, the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s CEO. “It is important to honour the sur-
vivors. It was beautiful to see so many people out on a wet and cool day.”

She estimates that the attendance was close to 300. On the program were
choirs from Brock Corydon, the Gray Academy and Sisler High School.
Mayor Bowman, a representative of the Federal Government and the
Honourable Heather Stefanson, the provincial Minister of Justice and
Attorney General made some remarks. As with the Bnai Brith program, Rabbi
Green recited the “El Malei Rachamim” prayer and kaddish while Bill
Weissmann blew the shofar.

The week’s events also included the United Jewish Peoples’ Order’s and
Stay Young Centre’s annual programs on Tuesday.

On Wednesday, the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre staged a reading of “Therefore
Choose Life”, a play written by the mother and son team of Torontonians
Kathy Kacer and Jake Epstein. The playwrights were in attendance for the
reading of the play at the Berney Theatre and joined the cast of Terry
Cherniack, Robb Paterson, Jennifer Lyon, Adam Hurtig, Robyn Slade and
Mariam Bernstein (who read the stage directions) to answer questions from
the audience after the play.

““Therefore Choose Life” was one of the last plays I saw in Toronto before
moving to Winnipeg,” says WJT executive director Ari Weinberg. “I was real-
ly moved by the play.”

The play is an emotionally-charged production – with some humorous
scenes – which centres on a gut-wrenching and life-changing decision facing
Holocaust survivor Joseph Brodsky. The time is the early 1970s in Toronto.
Brodsky and his Canadian-born (Jewish) wife, Evelyn, are about to celebrate
their 25th anniversary. Their son, Sammy (Sam) is planning a surprise party.
But out of the blue, Joseph receives a letter from Russia from his first wife,
Chava. They were married in the ghetto just before they were transported to
Auschwitz. He was pulled out of the line but watched her going to the gas
chambers. He was sure that she had been murdered. Now he finds out that she,
too, was saved at the last minute and has been stuck in Russia for the past 30
years. But she never gave up hope that she would find him some day and now,
she is able to leave Russia, and rejoin her long lost love. And she is arriving
on the evening of Joseph and Evelyn’s anniversary party.

(I won’t spoil the ending for readers who may one day have an opportunity
to see the play.)

On Thursday, the Jewish Child and Family Service hosted its annual after-
noon program at the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre specifically for
Holocaust survivors, with lunch and a memorial service led by Rabbi Green.

The week concluded with a Shabbat memorial service at Temple Shalom.

Holocaust awareness week programs reach out to the larger community

The cast of WJT’s “Therefore Choose Life”, which
was performed as part of Shoah Week on Wednesday,
April 26
Front (l-r): Jennfer Lyon, Robyn Slade, Mariam
Bernstein; back (l-r): playwrights Kathy Kacer and
Jake Epstein, Adam Hurtig, Terri Cherniack, Rob
Paterson

Holocaust survivors Saul and Rochelle Fink and
Regina Frankel lighting candles at B’nai Brith
program



By BERNIE BELLAN

Anew program at Etz Chayim Synagogue com-
bines training young children in the technical
aspects of creating television shows with the

exploration of Jewish themes.
Known as TV Kids, the project is the idea of Taya

Rtichsheva, who moved to Manitoba from Russia along
with her husband five years ago. Born in Kazakhstan,
Taya graduated from university in Russia (in Siberia)
with a degree in journalism - all sorts of journalism,
Taya explains: “Radio, TV, press, magazines, press ser-
vices”. From 2005-2011 she was a director of docu-
mentaries in her native Kazakhstan.

When asked what made Taya want to come to
Canada, she says her late father’s passion for Canada
had a lot to do with her eventual decision. “He was a big
fan of Canada,” she says. “Winnipeg Jets – go!” He
always said, “Taya, Canada is the best country in the
world! Canadians are the best people in the world!”

“When I grew up I found out that my godparents lived
in Winnipeg,” she continues. “They emigrated from
Kazakhstan to Germany, then from Germany to
Winnipeg.” 

“I started to contact them and they said ‘You have
great communication skills.’ ” They told Taya she could
put them to great use here.

Recently Taya was “short listed” as one of the “top 25” immigrants to
Canada in a magazine produced by RBC, she says. 

In 2015 Taya began running a Russian language TV network here known
as RTV, which broadcasts on Shaw TV here and in British Columbia. 

In 2016, she founded the TVKIDS Media School. Kids of all ages are
given the opportunity to produce their own TV programs and broadcast
them on a local TV station (Shaw Cable). Taya says she trains kids in report-
ing, interviewing, acting, camera operation, script writing and directing.

There is an interesting profile of Taya in the recent Etz Chayim newslet-
ter, Shoresh, written by Leslie Malkin, which describes how Taya came to
be involved with Congregation Etz Chayim. According to that article, Etz
Chayim program director Lina Stretslov happened to run into Taya at a
Russian language school one day. Lina recognized Taya from her TV show.

Lina asked Taya what she wanted to do in her life. The article says, Taya
told Lina “I dream of having a kids’ TV school.” 

Within a very short time in the fall of 2016 a plan was put into place that
involved both Etz Chayim and Shaw Cable. Taya began instructing small
groups of kids from Etz Chayim in TV production. The Shoresh article says,
“It took just a month to build the program, which taught children theoretical
and practical skills, in both a classroom setting and a TV studio.”
Participants, ages 9-14, were trained in everything from “camera operation
to interviewing to audio production and editing.”

The first effort of the kids involved in TV Kids was a production called
“Chanukah stories” (which can be viewed on Youtube). In it the kids visit
Gunn’s Bakery and learn how to bake sufganiyot.

I asked Taya where she would like to take “TV Kids”.

“When I immi-
grated to Manitoba I
noticed that we did-
n’t have any estab-
lished media pro-
jects for kids that
could give them the
opportunity to learn how to become crew members of a TV show” she told
me during a meeting we held at our office, “so that they could learn how to
be a director, editor, screenwriter - for instance.”

As the Shoresh article explains, Taya found a willing partner in her
endeavour with Congregation Etz Chayim. Subsequently, “TV Kids”
received a grant from the Jewish Foundation to purchase TV equipment, she
notes. (The equipment has yet to be purchased, she later adds, “although
we’re working on that”.)

“Our hope is to set up a studio in the synagogue and produce more inde-
pendent content with the kids,” Taya explains.

“TV Kids” is currently in the midst of producing six shows for eventual
broadcast on Shaw Cable (later to be available on Youtube as well, Taya
notes). The first show will be broadcast Monday, May 15, with regular
broadcasts to follow once a week the next 11 weeks thereafter. (The six
episodes will be repeated starting June 26. As of the time of writing the
broadcast times on those dates has not been finalized.)

Taya also has big plans for the future, she says.
“For our next session we’re planning ‘TV Kids Media Camp’ at Etz

Chayim - in August,” Taya explains. 
Eventually the plan is to create a “media company” which would include

“a school where kids would be able to learn” different roles, then move on
to “documentary production, TV production and maybe become part of a
TV channel” itself.

The first session of “TV Kids“ classes were held in 12 separate sessions,
Taya says. The classes included “theoretical classes, in partnership with the
Simkin Centre” along with practice at Shaw TV. The price was $225 for the
course and will remain at that price for future classes of TV KIds. If there
is more than one youngster from one family in a class, further discounts are
available, she adds.

In addition to her work with TV Kids, Taya says that she has also been
involved in the production of a series of documentaries for Etz Chayim
about Jewish families in Manitoba called “Our Trees of Life”. “We will
share the stories of three families” on an Etz Chayim Youtube channel, she
notes - each one about 20-25 minutes in length. (Currently you can see a
teaser for the series at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h4_rP87T8t0).

The episodes will tell the story of how each of the families “immigrated
to Canada and why they immigrated to Canada,” Taya says.

“The stories are about roots,” she adds. They’re about families who have
now been here for a long time - going back to the 1890s in one case. The
series will also be on Shaw TV, Taya notes, although as of the time of writ-
ing she’s not sure when.

What Taya loves to do, she says, is connect members of communities of
all sorts, one with another, through visual media – not just the Jewish com-
munity, but other communities as well, such as Aboriginal communities –
even the “Yazidi community”, she notes.

Taya, who is now  Etz Chayim’s communications specialist, says she is
particularly grateful to Congregation Etz Chayim for giving her the oppor-
tunity to develop her TV Kids show. In addition to Lina Stretslov, she cites
Etz Chayim Executive Director Jonathan Buchwald and Cantor Tracy
Kasner Greaves as being very supportive of her project.

If you are interested in finding out more about TV Kids Media Camp, con-
tact Taya at tayar@etzchayim.ca or phone 204-813-3789 (cell) 204-807-
7944.

New program at Etz Chayim introduces youngster to ins and outs of TV production
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(l-r): MAOR TSIPCKIN, ROI TSIPCKIN,
FELIX KAVOUCHANSKI

Members of the cast of the WJT production of
“The Whipping Man” being interviewed by TV
Kids

TAYA RTICHSHEVA (left) with
MIYA YANOVSKI



Talk about doing things
together. In Steven London
and wife Leah Craven, you

have two Winnipeg- born products,
both graduates of day schools pro-
grams. 

For Leah ( daughter of the late
Mel and his wife Reva), that meant
Ramah Hebrew School and for
Steven (son of Saul and Carol), it
was Talmud Torah. 

Later, they met in Grade 7 at
Joseph Wolinsky and graduated
together in 1988. They then both
attended the University of
Manitoba for undergraduate
degrees. 

If that were not enough, Leah
went to the Hebrew University of Jerusalem in
1989/90 and Steven followed a year later. They
were not through yet. Leah entered law at York
University, followed by Steven who was a stu-
dent at the University of Manitoba law school. 

With all of those close connections, it was not
so surprising that they married in 1994, planting
their roots in River Heights.

The London-Craven team soon immersed
itself in the Winnipeg community. Steven was
the General Counsel and Chief Compliance
Officer at a portfolio management group in
Winnipeg. That position followed a stint with
Aikins, MacAulay, & Thorvaldson, as it was
then known. 

Steven also was chair of the BB Camp Board,
harking back to his earlier days as a camper and
camp director there. Leah became legal counsel
to the Manitoba Law Reform commission. Talk
about a legal family. 

Meanwhile, during this period Steven had
gone back to school to obtain his MBA at the
Ivey Business School at Western University.
Before he knew it, he had an offer from Denton’s
LLP in Calgary to build and lead an investment
funds practice for the firm. 

It was tough to leave Winnipeg, but this was a
huge opportunity. 

In the course of his delivering educational
seminars in Alberta and BC, Steven was
approached by a senior executive in Calgary to
join Norrep Capital, a mutual fund company
with interests in Canada and the Caribbean as
General Counsel and Chief Compliance Officer. 

This offer was tantalizing, as it allowed Steven
to take his interest in business and his MBA
degree and put this combination to good use.
And so, Steven soon joined the Calgary office at
Norrep. 

The period from March 2011 to the summer of
2014 was a time when the London- Craven team
became involved in the Calgary community with
children at the Calgary Jewish Academy and
with Steven serving on the JCC board. 

Leah obtained work with the Alberta Law
Reform Commission and the family took full
advantage of the outdoor lifestyle that Calgary
offered. 

But, in 2013, Norrep and Steven decided that
his role was better suited to the Toronto execu-
tive office and so, off to Ontario they went,
where they remain to this day. 

Leah landed on her feet as a legal product
developer and case editor for Thomson Reuters.
She also serves as an executive member of the
Leo Baeck Patent Association. 

Steven recently joined a new portfolio man-
agement firm known as Marquest Asset
Management, where he is the Chief Operating
Officer ( COO), along with General Counsel and
Chief Compliance
Officer. It is impres-
sive that he can still
remember all his
titles, never mind per-
form his job.

On the side, Steven
wrote a series of
books called “ The
I n c o n c e i v a b l e
Adventures of
Cabbage Boy.” 

The book is carried
in Chapters in the
GTA and even
Walmart has added it
to its online inventory
in the US. 

And in his spare
time, he does
triathlons. Anyone
tired yet? 

What gives the
London/ Craven fami-
ly some of their great-
est joy are their return
trips to Winnipeg to
spend time with their
respective families
and friends and for the
kids ( Matthew, Maya
and Michael) to attend
BB Camp. 

In spite of their time
in Calgary and now
Toronto, Winnipeg
still feels like home. 

Steven London & Leah Craven: 
Partners-in-Law and Beyond
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Gerry Posner

Almost all businesses are 
burning up their hard-earned 

money by overpaying for 
telecom and merchant services!
We fix that – with no cost!

ARE YOU  
BURNING 
MONEY?

Contact Hernán Popper today!

Call: 204.816.1500
hernan.popper@schooleymitchell.com
www.schooley mitchell.com/hpopper
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The London/ Craven family (l-r): Steven, Matthew,
Michael, Maya, Leah 
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GERRY POSNER
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By BERNIE BELLAN

In the second of a three-part series titled
“Kosher Night Out”, the Jewish
Learning Institute, a division of

Chabad’s Jewish Learning Centre, pre-
sented a dynamic lecturer who doubles as
a rabbi and archaeologist by the name of
Rabbi Avrohom Slotik. (Note that it seems
de rigueur for Jewish archaeologists to
want to emulate Indiana Jones in their
appearance. I need only refer to
Winnipeg’s own world-famous archaeolo-
gist Haskel Greenfield as another exam-
ple.)

Rabbi Slotik took the audience of over
50 who were in attendance Wednesday,
May 3 at the JLC on a whirlwind exposi-
tion of archaeological research that but-
tresses references in the Bible to the
notion that not only did Jerusalem become the capital of what then the
Kingdom of Judeah under King David, evidence unearthed in recent years
points to King David having built a major palace there.

Rabbi Slotik, who hails from Miami, Florida, combined a university style
lecture with a series of rich anecdotes that made what could have been a
fairly staid presentation come to life. By building on previous archaeolog-
ical finds in the north of Israel in an area known as the “Tel Dan Stele”,
Rabbi Slotik was able to show how fragments dating back over 2600 years
point not only to the existence of the “House of David”, they also would
seem to indicate that the House of David was a powerful dynasty that
ended with the Babylonian conquest of Judeah and Israel sometime in the
6th Century BCE.

What was particularly interesting about Rabbi Slotik’s presentation,
moreover, is that it did not have a religious orientation whatsoever. He
made no attempt to link archaeological discoveries to any claim that the
Bible is a work of divine inspiration. (He didn’t argue against that either;
rather, he dealt with arguments over whether physical evidence points to a
continued Jewish presence in Jerusalem dating back over 3000 years.)

The context in which Rabbi Slotik’s lecture was given relates to an ongo-
ing debate - most vividly encapsulated by UNESCO’s complete failure to
acknowledge any historic Jewish claim to Jerusalem, whether or not there
was a dynamic Jewish presence in Jerusalem for over three millennia.

What has made recent archaeological discoveries so relevant has been the
current effort to “delegitimize” the Jewish claim to Jerusalem, which Rabbi
Slotik characterized as a “new front in the war against Israel”.

This new front joins other already well-known fronts, including the “mil-
itary” one; the “economic” one (through the BDS movement); and the
“academic” one (in which various institutions of higher learning boycott
appearances by Israeli academics or do not allow academics to attend con-
ferences in Israel).

Referring to a 2005 New York Times article that gave voice to the effort
to delegitimize Israe,l Rabbi Slotik quoted: “If you can upend historic King
David you can delegitimize modern Israel”. Complementing that claim, in
the same year the Washington Post ran a headline saying: “Bible is more
myth than history”.

Added to those attempts to debunk the Bible’s legitimacy as an accurate
depiction of the Jewish claim to Israel has been “Muslim revisionism”,
Rabbi Slotik suggested. In this version of history, “the Zionist idea is to dis-
possess Palestinians”. One Muslim scholar went so far as to say about
Zionists that “They have a button and they want to make a suit out of it.”

And, as noted earlier, most recently UNESCO has passed a resolution
denying Israel any right to conduct archaeological digs in East Jerusalem.
Later in his lecture Rabbi Slotik noted that, under the supervision of the
Muslim “Waqif”, which still governs the Temple Mount area, 400 truck-
loads of dirt and debris were removed from the area (in 1999, according to
the Internet) and dumped in the Kidron Valley. That debris probably con-
tained priceless artifacts from thousands of years ago, Rabbi Slotik noted.
(Isn’t it ironic that Muslims gave themselves permission to commit tremen-
dous damage to an area of priceless archaeological significance in an area
that Jews are not allowed to touch one inch for archaeological research?)

But, it’s not only Muslims and UNESCO that have been critical of Israeli
archaeological research. Rabbi Slotik referred to other critics, whom he
described as holding a “minimalist theory” about archaeological finds that
would purport to provide support for the Biblical narrative. This school of
thought gained adherents in the 1970s and 80s in particular, Rabbi Slotik
explained.

Even when they were shown what seemed to be incontrovertible evi-
dence that much of the Biblical narrative is true, especially with the dis-
covery of the Tel Dan Stele, these minimalists found ways to discredit the
notion that there ever was a Kingdom of David or, if there was one, it was
nothing more than a tribal entity. Supporting them also was a professor of

archaeology from Tel Aviv University by
the name of Israel Finkelstein, who sug-
gested that the Biblical King David was
no more than a “hill country chieftain”.

While Finkelstein conceded that there
may have been historical figures known
as King David and King Solomon, “they
were small time”, he posited.

The key breakthrough, however, came
with work done, beginning in 2005, by an
Israeli female archaeologist by the name
of Elan Mazar. Excavation of the “City of
David” had been well underway by the
time Mazar wanted to test her theory that
King David was not only far more than a
simple village chieftain; he was a king of
considerable repute. 

Rabbi Slotik showed pictures and dia-
grams of what we now have come to refer

to as the “City of David”, an area that lies outside the walls of the Old City
of Jerusalem. (Those walls, by the way, were actually built in the 17th

Century by Sultan Suleiman the Magnificent. Rabbi Slotik told the story
how those walls came to be built by two Turkish engineers. Apparently
though, when Suleiman realized that the walls did not also encircle the City
of David he ordered the two engineers to jump from the top of the wall.
Their graves can be seen just inside the Jaffa Gate, although Rabbi Slotik
noted that hardly anyone realizes who is in those graves. (Boy, can you
imagine if Suleiman had built Investors Group Field what he would have
done with the designers of that boondoggle?) 

In any event, Elan Mazar understood that, according to the Bible, when
King David seized what was then the capital of the Jebusites, he would
have had to storm a formidable fortress in order to conquer that city. The
City of David is located in an Arab area of East Jerusalem known as
Silwan. Anyone who has been there (as I have) is bound to be impressed
by the tremendous excavations that have been undertaken there, unearthing
huge walls – often 16 feet thick, that provide evidence of that formidable
fortress. There was also the discovery of an underground tunnel that would
have been used to supply the city with water – again, as noted in the Bible.

But Mazar wondered: Why was there no evidence of King David’s palace
within the City of David itself? The answer, Mazar found, was that people
had been looking in the wrong place. The palace was not, in fact, within the
City of David, it was located outside the city, to the north (closer to where
the walls of the Old City are now).

What evidence did Mazar come up with to back her theory? It was in the
form of “bullae” that were found exactly where she suggested King
David’s palace would have been situated. Bullae were “clay seal impres-
sions” that were used for communication and were meant to have some
permanence, as opposed to papyrus scrolls, which could easily burn. On
those bullae Mazar found references to communications between ministers
of the last King of Judeah, Hizkiyahu and the king himself. The location of
those bullae – and others that have also been found in the same area, would
tend to support the theory that was the site of the royal palace.

So, if Hizkiyahu’s existence has now been confirmed, along with the fact
the Tel Dan Stele provides evidence of the existence of the House of David,
and the likelihood that there was a royal palace north of the City of David,
there is now physical evidence to support a key part of the Biblical narra-
tive, Rabbi Stolik argued. 

What is the point of trying to find archaeological evidence that what the
Bible says happened did in fact happen?

According to Rabbi Stolik, “every word in the Torah has historic
value…We don’t lead our lives based on physical evidence,” however;
“physical evidence is an added bonus…But those who don’t believe won’t
change their minds.”

Finally, with what has been unearthed recently, “the more discoveries that
are made in Jerusalem, the more the narrative has been proven that the
Bible is true,” Rabbi Stolik concluded.

One final thought: You don’t have to be a believer to be impressed by
Rabbi Stolik’s presentation. Even a dyed-in-the-wool skeptic like me found
his case for the existence of a real person known as King David and the
House of David to be persuasive. What was even more surprising was that
at no point in his lecture did Rabbi Stolik attempt to lead into a more the-
ological exposition of the Bible. He dealt with physical – not metaphysical
evidence. Afterwards, in a discussion I had with Adina Altein of the Jewish
Learning Centre, I was told that the JLC is making a deliberate attempt to
be more accessible to members of our community who might not be all that
religious (including me) by offering programs that are intended to stimu-
late without proselytizing. I’m now looking forward to the next in the
“Kosher Night Out” series: “The Wild Spiritual Ride of a Hollywood
Screenwriter”, to be held Wednesday, May 24. 

Jewish Learning Institute lecture on recent archaeological
finds in Jerusalem fascinates audience

Rabbi (and archaeologist) AVROHOM SLOTIK at the
Jewish Learning Centre May 3 took his audience on a fas-
cinating journey through recent discoveries in Israel.
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Comment/Yiddish

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
As a child in Israel we celebrated May Day. Gradually

it was replaced by the national holidays such as Yom
Hashoa and Yom Haatzmaut. This year I attended the
Yiddishist Yom Hashoa services at the Etz Hayim syna-
gogue. They sang Yiddish songs, lit candles and talked
about the victims (not the heroes). Later on May Day we
watched the Yiddish movies “Uncle Moses” (1932) at the
Gwen Secter. Maybe we should move from Yom Hashoa
to May Day?

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

(from kindergarten on
up), through summer
camp programs, through
children’s programming

on television and through the mosques (where many
imams, not only in the Palestinian communities but also
throughout the Muslim world, regularly describe Jews as
descendants of “Pigs and apes”).

In a society where murderers of Israeli/Jewish women
and children and seniors are regularly portrayed as heroes
and role models and any fraternization between
Palestinian Arabs and Israeli Jews are strongly discour-
aged (except in the area of employment) and kids are
indoctrinated to aspire to kill Jews when they grow up, it
is no wonder that so many Palestinians reject Israel’s exis-
tence in poll after poll.

Also bear in mind that historically relations between
enemies do change over time. England and France were
enemies for centuries. They fought numerous wars over
several centuries culminating in the Napoleonic Wars of
the early 1800s. After that, relations between the two
countries began to improve to the point where they joined
forces to fight Russia in the Crimean War and later formed
an alliance against the newly-united Germany. (Germany
was united in 1870.)

And, after World War II, the formerly imperialist and
fanatical Japanese and the Americans, bitter enemies
before 1945, became allies against Communist China.
Similarly, the western half of formerly Nazi Germany
became a linchpin of the Western alliance against
Communist Russia.

Saudi Arabia – among the most fundamentalist of
Muslim  states - and Israel have in recent years begun to
develop an alliance against their mutual enemy, Iran. The
budding relationship between the two former antagonists
has reached a point where an Israeli cabinet minister is
proposing construction of a rail line from Haifa through
Jordan to Saudi Arabia and the other Arab Gulf states.
That would have been unimaginable 10-15 years ago.

So, a change in attitude can happen quickly. Recall that
in the early years after the signing of the much maligned
Oslo Accords between Israel and the PLO in 1993, rela-
tions between Israeli Jews and Palestinian Arabs were
quite cordial. The PA security service worked closely with
the Israel Defense Forces to keep Hamas under control (as
they still do) and there was much commercial interaction
between Israelis and Palestinians (most notably the
Palestinian casino that was frequently mainly by Israeli
Jews and was among the first casualties of the second
intifada).

For that positive change to happen again, the Western
countries who turn a blind eye to PA incitement while
continuing to pour in money have to hold the Palestinian
leadership accountable for its actions. (It always mystifies
me why supposedly Christian countries in Europe care so
much about the Palestinians when the Palestinians’ own
Arab brethren provide them only with  lip service. Also,
why do  Europeans care so much about a Muslim area
where Christians are second class citizens and so little
about persecuted Christians throughout the Muslim
world?)

The other principal change that is required is new lead-
ership. There will be no change in Palestinian incitement
or relations between the PA and Israel until Mahmoud
Abbas is gone and, hopefully, a new leader emerges who
puts his peoples’ own interests ahead of concern about the
size of his bank accounts.

Comment
Continued from page 5.



By RON KAMPEAS
WA S H I N G TO N

(JTA) – President
Donald Trump and
Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud
Abbas said renewed
Israeli-Palest inian
peace talks would
help bring about the
defeat of the Islamic
State terrorist group.

“I know President
Abbas has spoken out
against ISIS” and
other terrorist groups,
Trump said
Wednesday at a White
House ceremony wel-
coming Abbas, using
one of several
acronyms for the
Islamic State. “We
must continue to build
our partnerships with
the Palestinians’ security forces to counter and
defeat terrorism.”

Abbas said a final status agreement that
included a two-state solution would help defeat
the terrorist threat scourging Israel’s Arab neigh-
bors.

“For us to bring about a comprehensive and
just peace based on the two-state solution, such
matter would give a great impetus to the Arab
Peace Initiative and the other international ini-
tiatives, as well as be able to fight and deter ter-
rorism and to fight the criminal ISIS group …
which has nothing to do with our noble reli-
gion,” he said.

The Arab Peace Initiative refers to the 2002
proposal by Saudi Arabia to trade an Israeli-
Palestinian settlement based on the 1967 borders
for a comprehensive Israeli peace with most of
its Arab neighbors.

Trump, with the encouragement of Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, has
embraced the concept of a broader peace that
encompasses both the Palestinians and other
Arab neighbors, partly as a means to better con-
front the threats posed by the Islamic State as
well as Iran.

The U.S. leader said he was optimistic that he
could pull off the deal that has frustrated at least
four of his predecessors, with the most recent
collapse of talks in 2014 followed by the war
between Israel and Hamas in the Gaza Strip.

“We will get it done, we will be working so
hard to get it done,” Trump said.

Abbas’ remarks Wednesday underscored key
differences, however. Netanyahu has not
embraced the Arab Peace Initiative, in part
because of the breadth of its compromise, based
on the 1967 lines. Abbas said the 1967 lines
remained the predicate for a peace deal. Abbas’
explicit citation of the two-state solution also
suggests a nuanced difference with Trump, who
has retreated from 15 years of U.S. policy favor-
ing the two-state outcome.

Trump praised Israeli-Palestinian security
cooperation, which the United States helps fund.

“They get along unbelievably well,” he said. “I
was very impressed and somewhat surprised at
how well they get along.”

Trump did not address – at least in the public
portion of the meeting – a demand by Netanyahu
that Abbas stop Palestinian Authority payments
to families of terrorists killed or jailed by Israel.
He did call on Abbas to address incitement.

“There can be no lasting peace unless the
Palestinian leaders speak in a unified voice
against incitement to violence and hate, there’s
such hatred, but hopefully there won’t be such
hatred for very long,” he said.

Abbas said his government was teaching its
young people peace.

“We are raising our youth, our children and our
grandchildren, on a culture of peace,” he said. 

Trump, Abbas link renewed peace talks to countering Islamic State
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President Donald Trump giving a joint statement with Palestinian
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas at the White House, May 3,
2017. (Olivier Douliery-Pool/Getty Images)

Jews with most education are least religious, study finds

NEW YORK (JTA) – American Jews with the highest level of education are the least religious,
according to a new study. 

The Pew Research Center study on religiosity and education in the United States published last
week found that the more years of schooling American Jews have, the less religious they are. Most
Jews who have not graduated from college believe in God, and nearly 40 percent say religion is
important to them. But only about a quarter of Jews who have graduated from college believe in
God and say religion is important to them. 

(By contrast, reports Pew, “among Christians, those with higher levels of education appear to be
just as religious as those with less schooling, on average.”) 

Orthodox Jews are partly a reason for the difference. The study said on average, the Orthodox are
more religious and have less secular education than their non-Orthodox counterparts. But education
accounts for a split among Orthodox Jews as well: 93 percent of Orthodox Jews who have not grad-
uated from college believe in God, while 82 percent of Orthodox college graduates do. More than
80 percent of both groups say religion is important to them. 

Among non-Orthodox Jews, the differences are even starker: Nearly double the number of non-
college graduates believe in God (45 percent) as do college graduates (23 percent). Nearly 30 per-
cent of non-Orthodox Jews without college degrees say religion is important to them; the number
falls to 20 percent among those who have graduated. 

Both groups have low rates of prayer attendance: 12 percent of college graduates and 17 percent
of non-graduates attend services at least weekly. 

A Pew study from December found that Jews are the world’s most-educated religious group, with
an average of more than 13 years of formal schooling. 



Ed. note: I received a text from
my son on Thursday, May 4,
telling me that he was in the midst
of a very moving - and unexpected
experience, walking through a
Holocaust memorial in Portland,
Oregon. Jitendradas - as he now
calls himself, had no idea there
was a Holocaust memorial in the
park he was visiting, he told me.
“Why don’t you write about it?” I
said to him. He said he would and
what follows is what he sent me
shortly after that exchange of
texts.

By JITENDRADAS LOVES-
LIFE  (formerly known as
Jordan Bellan)

During my visit to
Washington Park in
Portland, I wasn’t planning

to visit the Holocaust Memorial.
That said, somehow I was fortunate
enough to find myself standing in front of it anyways.

Lost and looking for the exit to the park, I stumbled upon the memorial
not knowing where I was. When I realized what was before me, I became
mesmerized by what I was reading.

The words that were written on the black glossy stones told the story of
the unnecessary suffering and death of 25 million people. My heart melted
and I began to sob as I read the beautiful and poetic recount of the tragedy
that was World War II. Even now as I speak these words into my iPhone
with a whimpering voice and tears streaming down my face, I can’t help
but feel a bittersweet echo of melancholy in my heart.

I’m a gay, Jewish man wearing a turban and walking around free. The
privileged upbringing that I’ve had becomes so crystal clear to me when I

read words like the ones I saw today.
‘All of us children were crying for our parents. A guard came over to us

and yelled, “Stop all your whining! See that chimney, see that smoke, smell
that stench in the air? That is your parents.”’

When I read those words, my legs started to tremble and my eyes filled
with tears.

One plaque after another, this small yet powerful memorial shows in a sim-
ple and direct way just how horrible the Holocaust really was.

Ironically, I am here in Portland to begin a diploma in hypnotherapy. The
focus of the module I am studying now is trauma release, and in reading the
words of the people who openly shared their stories, it’s clear that there real-
ly is no amount of
therapy that can fully
release the traumas of
a Holocaust survivor.
All we can do is pray
for peace.

If we don’t pray for
peace and recognize
our wrong doings as
humans, we cannot
evolve. We cannot
heal.

The last words on
the main plaque truly
summarize why these
Holocaust memorials
are crucial and why I
am surely intending on
coming back to reflect
and pray here again.

‘Our precious life
rests not on our ability
to see what makes us
different from one
another, but rather our
ability to recognize
what makes us the
same. What ultimately
defines us is the moral
strength to believe in
our common humani-
ty, and to act upon this
belief.’

If you ever find
yourself in Portland,
Oregon, the
Washington Park
Holocaust Memorial is
a spiritual monument
that I would highly
recommend you visit.
We have a duty to our-
selves to keep our
most horrific memo-
ries alive. Not so we
can dwell on our past,
but, so we can live our
lives to the fullest by
never ever allowing
atrocities like this to
happen again.

Unexpected visit to Holocaust memorial leaves writer deeply moved
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• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:A shattered violin in Portland,

Oregon’s Holocaust memorial

The inscription above reads: ‘All of us children were crying for our par-
ents. A guard came over to us and yelled, “Stop all your whining! See that
chimney, see that smoke, smell that stench in the air? That is your par-
ents.”’

The picture above shows what is supposed to be a child’s teddy bear.
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Having grown increasing popular since it first began a few years ago,
The WAVE Interlake Artists’ Studio Tour offers members of the
public the unique opportunity to visit and watch artists at work in

their own studios. This year’s tours (June 10-11 and September 2-3) will
showcase the work of over 40 artists. If you wanted to proceed in a rela-
tively straight line you could begin as far south as Earl Gray Road (in St.
Andrews), then gradually drive north, passing through Clandeboye,
Ponemah, Whytewold, Matlock, Winnipeg Beach, Sandy Hook, Gimli and
end north of Gimli.

Here is how the WAVE brochure describes what the tour will offer: Every
picture tells a story and every FACE has one too. Behind every piece of art
created by WAVE artists lies a story – one that expresses their own unique
creativity, that resonates with our visitors in some way. Our visitors are the
ones who put a smile on our FACEs. Your words of encouragement, insight,
and shared ideas, FACE to FACE in our studios are why we open our
doors. 

At the heart of this annual invitation is an opportunity for a personal con-
nection with artists in their creative spaces. We believe this is a way to
stimulate your senses and let your imagination fly, in nature, and in the stu-
dios. There are so many options to choose from on the WAVE Artists’ Studio
Tour.  

When you visit the studios of your choice, it will be nice to put a FACE to
the write up (of each artist that can be found in the WAVE brochure).

To download a complete
brochure that gives information
about every artist participating in
the WAVE tour (some of whom
will not have their studios open to
the public until the September tour
(Sept. 2-3), go to www.watchthe-
wave.ca.

If you would like to pick up a
print brochure, they are available at
the following locations:

McNally Robinson Booksellers,
Travel Manitoba Tourism loca-
tions, De Luca Fine Wines,
Tergesen’s in Gimli, and the studios
of all artists participating in either
WAVE tour.

The WAVE Interlake Artists’ Studio Tour June 10-11

Just a few miles south of Gimli,
Carol & Claude Hebert have been
fashioning eye-catching stained glass
for years.

Using sand and gesso, glass, mirror and wood, Rosemary Miguez 
invites you to a “fragment of the forest” in Whytewold.

Gayle has “lake water in her blood, and it
flows out through her brush on to canvas and
paper.” Visit her studio in Winnipeg Beach.

Julia Penny immigrated to Canada 50 years
ago and her goal has been to produce 50 por-
traits since then. Visit her in Winnipeg Beach.

Gwen Harp (above) and Marlene Van Helden (below) share a studio 11.5 miles north of
Gimli, where Marlene works on stained glass panels, collage/mixed media paintings and
glass, paper maché and driftwood mobiles.
Gwen’s specialties are glass fusions, mixed medium paintings, jewellery, and clay & fiber.

Please note that neither Gwen nor Marlene
will be open for the June WAVE tour. Rather,
their studio will be open during the
September tour (Sept. 2 & 3).



Art news

BREEZE DESIGNS
Woven & Crocheted Beaded Jewelry

Brenda Booke
Artist

Winnipeg
204-489-3847

226 Laurel Ave.
Winnipeg Beach

204-389-2022
Palm Desert

760-636-5682
Brendabooke@gmail.com

#46 on 
WAVE tour
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Alan has been making pottery
for 40 years. His studio is next
to Oak Hammock Marsh.

Terry Mellway’s art consists of photo-realistic
pieces created from her own images. Note:
Terry’s studio in Sandy Hook will be open for
the September WAVE tour only.

Watch as Milli transforms
recycled paper into beautiful
art in Matlock.

In her own whimsical ways Glenda Knoll rescues “wayward windows” and, with “obse-
quious splashes of colour”, brings them “back to life” in Matlock.

Gimli Art Club & Gallery presents the original
creations of over 60 local artisans.

“Skies, trees, and flower landscapes inspired
by nature are painted by Suzanne in her
unique way”. Note: Suzanne’s studio in Gimli
will be open for the September tour only.

Working with beads of every colour, Brenda
creates works of art that are woven, crocheted
or strung. Visit her in Winnipeg Beach.
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Camp Massad Executive
Director Danial Sprintz takes a
selfie with his son Cole (age 3) &
daughter Sage (age 5).

Eryn Kay with her father, Barry,
who MC’d the entertainment

Manuel F. Sousa photo

“Miss Yom Ha’atzmaut” Amy
Kromskoy with her mother, Julia 

Manuel F. Sousa photo

Entertainer Hadar Orshalimy with Brock Corydon kids 
Manuel F. Sousa photo

Holocaust ceremonies
at the Manitoba

Legislature 
Monday, April 25

Keith Levit photos

Lina Stretslov conducts the Etz
Chayim children’s choir

Veterans were among those who braved the
harsh conditions outside at the Legislature.

Rabbi Green reads a prayer at the Holocaust
monument.

Inside the Legislative Building Jeff
Lieberman chaired B’nai Brith’s “Unto every
person there is a name” event.

Inside Room 50 in the basement of the
Legislative Building every chair was taken.

Yom Ha’atzmaut 
celebration Tuesday,

May 2 at the 
Asper Campus

Outside in the garden CFHU
Community Ambassadors Shai
Josopov & Sigal Kleynerman
served Israeli foods (& very bit-
ter Turkish coffee).

At left, Bernie
Bellan with Kasim
Hafeez of
Christians United
for Israel
(although Kasim is
a pro-Israel
Muslim), and
Maxim Berent at
Bermax Caffé,
which served spe-
cial Israeli foods
all day long May
2, along with play-
ing Israeli music.
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2017 NEGEV GALA
ISRAELI, BROADWAY AND CLASSICAL FAVOURITES

FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER THE JEWISH NATIONAL FUND’s Negev Gala WILL 
FEATURE the ENTIRE Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra LED BY AN ISRAELI CONDUCTOR

The Jewish National Fund of
Canada Manitoba/Saskatchewan
Regional Branch is thrilled to
announce that the world
renowned Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra led by the Israeli con-
ductor Rony Weiss, will be per-
forming at this year’s Negev Gala
accompanied by the talented
singer Shlomit Aharon and the
tenor Yevgeni Shapovalov, two of
Israel’s top artists. Together, they
will put on a unique show of the
best of Israeli, Broadway and
classical favourites at the
Centennial Concert Hall on
Monday, May 29, 2017. Tickets
are available now through the
Jewish National Fund at 204-
947-0207 and online at
www.jnfwinnipeg.ca

“We are honoured to have the
privilege of working with this
prestigious corps of musicians
performing for our Winnipeg audience,” remarked JNF President Jessica
Cogan. 

The Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra is integral to Winnipeg’s rich
cultural life, delighting more than 225,000 audience members each year
with innovative programming and musical excellence. The WSO pre-
sents educational programs for more than 40,000 students annually and
tours to communities across Manitoba. JNF is proud to present the full
orchestra with its sixty-seven world class musicians.

The Symphony will be conducted by Rony Weiss (Israel) composer,
arranger, musical director and conductor. His credits span all styles of
music. He has arranged and conducted concerts for leading artists in the
United States, Canada, Europe, Argentina, Uruguay and Japan. Weiss has
served as musical director and musical producer for dozens of Walt
Disney films (Hebrew Versions) Beauty and the Beast, Aladdin and The
Lion King as well as for Dream Works’ The Prince of Egypt. Last year
Weiss conducted a 3 concert series with the Jerusalem Symphony
Orchestra and the Beer Sheba Symphony Orchestra. 

We are delighted to have the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra perform-
ing together with the Israeli Duet, The Lady & The Tenor. Shlomit
Aharon is one of Israel’s most talented singers and admired performers,
due to her amazing voice and impressive presence on stage. Shlomit
starred in numerous television specials and radio shows, performed in
many concerts in Israel and all over Europe, South America, Australia
and the United States. Yevgeni Shapovalov is an extraordinary opera
tenor, a virtuoso, with rare vocal qualities. Yevgeni came to Israel in 1991
from Russia and has become a familiar and popular fixture on the Israeli
music scene. Shapovalov has become a tenor of international standing in
Europe, Israel and United States.

This truly enjoyable and unforgettable musical experience will take
place at the Centennial Concert Hall on Monday, May 29 at the JNF’s
annual Negev Gala honouring Rabbi Alan Green, Senior Rabbi of

Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue. The
funds raised will be
directed towards the
World’s Jewish
Museum in Tel
Aviv, Israel. 

For tickets, trib-
ute and sponsor-
ship opportunities
call the JNF office
at 204-947-0207 or
v i s i t
jnfwinnipeg.ca

The Negev Gala
has honoured out-
standing leaders
from within the
Winnipeg communi-
ty for more than 6
decades. This gala
is the Jewish
National Fund’s
most important
fundraising event of
the year. 

Jewish National
Fund of Canada
(JNF) is a registered
charitable organiza-
tion established in
1901 with the goal of
purchasing land in
Israel, and has been
the sole agency
responsible for the development and infrastructure of land and settle-
ments there. 

Shlomit Aharon is one of Israel’s most tal-
ented singers and admired performers, due
to her amazing voice and impressive pres-
ence on stage. 

Yevgeni Shapovalov is an extraordinary
opera tenor, a virtuoso, with rare vocal qual-
ities.

For the first time ever, the entire Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra
will be performing at the Gala, under guest conductor Rony Weiss.

Rabbi Alan Green of the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue is this year’s
JNF Negev  Gala honouree.

Arab Israelis more likely than Jews to say Israel’s overall situation is good, survey finds

(JTA) – Arab Israelis are more likely to describe Israel’s “overall situa-
tion” as good than their Jewish counterparts, a survey found. 

Some 66 percent of Arab Israelis said their country’s situation was
“good” or “very good,” according to a survey released Sunday by the Israel
Democracy Institute and Tel Aviv University. Only 43.9 percent of Israeli
Jews agreed with that statement. 

Arabs were also more likely than Jews to assess positively Israel’s per-
formance in different fields and on various issues. In the fields of medicine
and health, economic stability, education and science, and on the issues of
the state’s attentiveness to the needs of its citizens and reduction of social
gaps, a larger percentage of Arab Israelis assessed the country’s achieve-
ments as “very” or “moderately good.” 

For example, 93 percent of Arabs and 67 percent of Jews had a positive
view of Israel’s achievements in medicine and health, and 46 percent of

Arabs and 19 percent of Jews had a positive view of their country’s
achievements in reducing social gaps. 

Only in one field – national security – did a higher portion of Jews, 83
percent, assess the state’s achievements in a more positive light than Arabs,
at 74 percent. 

However, the Arabs were less likely to show national pride than their
Jewish counterparts, with 51.1 percent and 86.1 percent, respectively, say-
ing they are proud of their Israeli identity. 

A majority of both groups – 61 percent of Arabs and 73 percent Jews –
are optimistic about Israel’s future. 

The survey was released a day ahead of Israel’s Independence Day,
which commenced on Monday evening. It was conducted over telephone
by the Midgam Research institute on April 18-19 and included the respons-
es of 600 adults, with a margin of error of 4.1 percent. 
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Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival May 23-June 11, 2017
New Expanded Format

Opening Night Film & Reception: In Search of Israeli Cuisine
Tuesday, May 23 7:00 pm

In Search of Israeli Cuisine is a portrait of the Israeli people told through food. It
puts literal faces on the culture of Israel. J19
im, Christian and Druze. A rich, complex and human story emerges as Israel’s
culinary scene is about far more than falafel and hummus, boasting one of the
most dynamic food scenes in the world with several delicious ethnic and region-
al dishes.  Israeli-American chef Michael Solomonov embraced the authentic
flavors of Israel and won the James Beard award, and now he is returning to his
homeland to rediscover his culinary heritage. USA, 2015, Documentary,
English, Director:  Roger Sherman, 97 minutes
Guest Speaker Film Director Roger Sherman
Moderated by Allison Gillmor, Arts and Life Writer, Winnipeg Free Press
Followed by a Post-Film Food Tasting of Israeli Food
(See Martin Zeilig’s review of “In Search of Israeli Cuisine” on page 23.)

Closing Night Film & Reception:  Aida’s Secrets
Sunday, June 11 7:30 pm 

Two brothers, Isak and Shepsel were born in the post-war chaos of the Bergen-
Belsen displaced persons camp, but never told of each other’s existence. While
Isak was sent away for adoption in Israel, his visually impaired brother Shepsel
ended up in Winnipeg, Canada. With the help of an investigator, the siblings are
reunited for the first time in 65 years, before traveling together to a Quebec nurs-
ing home to meet their elderly mother and uncover new revelations about Aida’s
past life, including the identity of their biological father. Canada/Israel,
Documentary, 2016, English/Hebrew with English subtitles, Director, Alon
Schwarz, 90 minutes
Special Guests Brothers Shep Shell (Winnipeg) & Izak Sagi (Israel) will share
their story moderated by Charlene Diehl, Artistic Director, and Winnipeg
International Writers’ Festival. Reception to follow.

Spotlight Film & Reception: On the Map 
Sunday, June 4, 7:30 p.m.

An unforgettable upset victory by the Maccabi Tel Aviv basketball team against
a Cold War adversary is exhilaratingly recounted in On the Map.  Demoralized by
the Yom Kippur War, the Munich Massacre and its slumping economy, Israel
was hungry for a collective triumph as it pursued the 1977 European
Championship Tournament. The so-called “Miracle on the Hardwood” is
thrillingly related by team captain and Israeli basketball hero Tal Brody, NBA
great Bill Walton, former NBA Commissioner David Stern and former Israeli
Ambassador Michael Oren, along with other observers from the sports and polit-
ical worlds. Israel/USA, 2016, Documentary, English, Hebrew with English sub-
titles, Directors: Dani Menkin, 85 minutes

Guest Speaker: Dani Menkin, Director, On the Map
Moderated by David Greaves, member of the first Israeli Bobsled team.
Reception to follow.

1945
• Thursday, May 25 4:00pm
• Friday, June 9 5:00 pm

This evocative drama is based on the acclaimed short story “Homecoming” by
Gábor T.Szántó in which the dark history of a quaint village is exposed as it is
forced to confront the dishonest gains it acquired during the Second World War.
Hungary, 2017, Hungarian with English subtitles, Director: Ferenc Torok, 97
minutes. 

Aida’s Secrets
• Sunday, June 11 4:00 pm 
• Sunday, June 11 7:30 pm   

(Closing Night Film & Reception)

Across the Waters Fuglene over sundet
• Friday, May 26 5:00 pm
• Tuesday, June 6 1:00 pm

Unsure of whom they can trust, a Jewish musician and his family make a fran-
tic escape from Nazi-occupied Denmark, in Across the Waters, a gripping story
of survival and rescue. Based on true events, Across the Waters is directed and
co-written by Nicolo Donato, whose own grandfather was among the coura-
geous Danish fisherman to ferry war refugees to safety. Denmark, 2016, Danish
with English subtitles, Director: Nicolo Donato, 95 minutes

Ben-Gurion, Epilouge
• Tuesday, May 23 1:00 pm
• Monday, May 29 7:30 pm

In the great depths of the Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive in Jerusalem, six
hours of interview footage was discovered of one of modern history’s greatest
leaders- David Ben-Gurion. It is 1968 and he is 82 years old, five years before
his death.. David Ben-Gurion discusses and reflects on his personal health, his
political legacy, the loss of his wife, and his desire for peace in the Middle East.
Ben-Gurion’s introspective soul searching is the focus of this film, and his clear
voice provides a surprising vision for today’s crucial decisions and the future of
Israel. Israel, 2016, Documentary, Hebrew with English subtitles, Director: Yariv
Mozer, 70 minutes

Cloudy Sunday Ouzeri Tsitsanis
• Wednesday, May 24 7:30 pm
• Friday,  June 2 1:00 pm

The first film to ever speak about Thessaloniki’s Greek Sephardic community, of
which 96% were executed in concentration camps during the Nazi regime.
During the German occupation in 1943, in the second largest city in Greece,
Thessaloniki, Estrea, a young Jewish girl, and Giorgos, the brother-in-law of
famous composer Vassilis Tsitsanis, enter into a forbidden romance. The main
setting is centered on the ouzeri (Greek tavern)owned by then 28 year-old
Tsitsanis, The film’s English title, Cloudy Sunday, references Tsitsanis’ beloved
classic Synnefisameni Kyriaki, a song that is featured in the movie. Greece,
2016, Greek with English subtitles, Director: Manoussos Manoussakis, 118
minutes
(See Bernie Bellan’s review of “Cloudy Sunday” on page 22.)

Fanny’s Journey Le Voyage de Fanny
France/Belgium, 2016, French with English subtitles, 
Director: Lola Doillon, 94 minutes

• Sunday, May 28 4:00 pm
• Tuesday, June 6 7:30 pm Centre culturel franco-

manitobain /340 Provencer
• Saturday, June 10 8:00 pm

After her father is arrested in Paris, 13-year-old Fanny and her younger sisters
are sent away to boarding school in France’s neutral zone. Shortly into their
stay, the Jewish students are sent away to a new institution under the supervi-
sion of the tough but caring Madame Forman. Danger quickly approaches once
again, and courageous and smart Fanny is burdened with the fate of the young
children in Nazi occupied France. This coming- of- age drama follows Fanny as
she leads the children on a journey through the countryside, braving an uncer-
tain and risky mission to reach the Swiss border.  June 6 screening is present-
ed in cooperation with Alliance Francaise du Manitoba 

Harmonia
• Friday, May 26 1:00 pm
• Saturday, June 3 8:00 pm

Harmonia is a modern adaptation of the mythological triangle between the child-
less Abraham and Sarah and young Hagar. Sarah is the harpist of the Jerusalem
Philharmonic; Abraham is its almighty conductor. When Hagar, a young horn
player from East Jerusalem joins the Western Side Orchestra, she bonds with
Sarah and a unique friendship evolves between the two women. Hagar, feeling
Sarah’s pain from not having children, offers to have a baby for her from
Abraham, shaking the thin balance in the family. Israel, 2016, Hebrew with
English subtitles, Director: Ori Sivan, 98 minutes
(See Bernie Bellan’s review of “Harmonia” on page 23.)

In Search of Israeli Cuisine
• Tuesday, May 23 7:00 pm (Opening Film & Reception)
• Monday, May 5 1:00 pm

The Kind Words Ha’milim ha’tovot
• Wednesday, May 24 1:00 pm
• Wednesday, June 7 7:30 pm

Embittered and spiky-tempered restaurateur Dorona and her two very dissimilar
brothers—the older an unsettled Orthodox father Netanel and the younger a
bisexual bar owner Shai come together following the death of their mother who
had concealed an illness. The offspring receive a new bombshell when they
learn that the man who raised them isn’t their biological father. 
Israel/Canada, Documentary, 2015, Hebrew, French with English Subtitles.
Director: Shemi Zarhin, 118 minutes

The Last Laugh
•  Sunday, June 11 1:00 pm 

The world’s leading comedians debate the outer limits of comedy and individual
taste in The Last Laugh, an exploration of the taboo topic of Holocaust humour
and the consequences for free speech. Is a (Continued on next page.)

Jewish Film Festival listings
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tragedy on the scale of the Holocaust ever an appropriate subject for  comedy?
Filmmaker Ferne Pearlstein puts the question to a pantheon of funny people,
including Mel Brooks, Carl Reiner, Gilbert Gottfried, Sarah Silverman, ChrisRock
and Harry Shearer, as well as Holocaust survivors and prominent Jewish
leaders. USA, 2016, Documentary, English, and Director: Ferne Pearlstein, 85
minutes
Talk Back:
Professor Chris Johnson, Professor (retired) at the University of Manitoba in
English, Literature & Film.  
(See Martin Zeilig’s review of “The Last Laugh” on page 23.)

Launch of the Morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series
Mendelsohn’s Incessant Visions Chezionot bilti poskim

• Monday, June 5 7:00   pm

Mendelsohn’s Incessant Visions is the debut film in the Morley Blankstein
Architecture Film Series presented by the Rady JCC and the Winnipeg
Architecture Foundation.  Morley Blankstein was a well-known architect, com-
munity leader and philanthropist. Reception to follow 

This film shows the untold story of German architect Erich Mendelsohn, whose
life and career were as mysterious and calamitous as the path of the century.
He made sketches on very small pieces of paper and sent them from the trench-
es, to a young cellist, Louise, who waited for him in Berlin. The buildings that
Erich built globally, marking the path of their journey together, have changed the
history of architecture. This film is a beautiful interpretation based on Erich and
Louise’s relationship, exploring an important chapter in the history and develop-
ment of modern art. Germany/Israel, Documentary, German, Hebrew with
English subtitles, Director: Duki Dror, 71 minutes

Mr. Gaga
• Thursday, May 25 730  pm
• Thursday, June 8 4:00 pm

Ohad Naharin has spent the past 25 years pushing the boundaries of physical
and political expression through the language of body movement. After serving
in the Israeli military as an entertainer, his career spanned several prestigious
dance ensembles, culminating in his tenure as artistic director of the Tel Aviv-
based Batsheva Dance Company. Abandoning the company’s old-style reperto-
ry, Naharin introduced non-traditional elements and edgier themes, while pio-
neering a singular choreographic style known as Gaga. The artistic vision and
kinetic beauty that are the hallmarks of this cultural maverick come alive through
intimate rehearsal footage, extensive archival materials and eye-popping perfor-
mances. Germany/Israel/Netherlands/Sweden, Documentary, 2015, English,
Hebrew with English subtitles, Director: Tomer Heymann, 100 minutes
Talk Back
Guest Speaker Brent Lott, Artistic Director, Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers 
Moderated by Holly Harris, Winnipeg-based dance writer and composer.

MOOS
• Monday, May 29 1:00 pm
• Wednesday, June 7 7:30 pm The Park Theatre  698 Osborne

Our socially awkward heroine takes her first tentative steps toward
independence and fulfilling a lifelong dream, in the Dutch romantic dramedy
Moos. Ever since her mother’s death, Moos finds herself caught between caring
for her grieving father and having a life of her own. Her father wants her to take
over the family textile business in a tight-knit Jewish neighborhood of
Amsterdam. Balancing her family’s low expectations of her against her own
pride and determination to make something of herself, Moos reveals an inner
strength few suspected she possessed. Netherlands, 2016, Dutch, with English
sub-titles, Director: Job Gosschalk, 91 minutes

My Hero Brother Ach Sheli Gibor
• Tuesday, May 30 7:00 pm
• Wednesday, June7 1:00 pm

A group of remarkable young Israeli people with Down Syndrome embarks on a
demanding trip through the Indian Himalayas, accompanied by their “normal”
brothers and sisters. Unresolved conflicts and the complexities of growing up
with a Down Syndrome child in the family come to surface, while a heartwarm-
ing and special closeness develops among the siblings as they deal with formi-
dable physical and emotional challenges. The difficult trials and poignant rela-
tionships set against the richly colorful backdrop of India, open new horizons
and greatly deepen our understanding of special needs people and their families.
Israel/India, Documentary, 2016, Hebrew with English subtitles, Director:
Yonatan Nir, 78 minutes

On the Map
• Sunday, June 4 7:30  pm Spotlight Film & Reception
• Friday, June 9 1:00 pm

One Week and A Day Shavua ve Yom
• Tuesday, May 30 1:00  pm
• Friday, June 2 5:00 pm

It’s the day after the Shiva (traditional Jewish mourning period) for their only son
and mother Vicky is all for returning to normal life asap, but father Eyal is at a
loss. After visiting his son’s hospital room and coming away with a bag of med-
icinal marijuana, Eyal lets his neighbour’s stoner son Zooler teach him how to
roll a joint. Soon, the two men-an odd couple if there ever was one embark on
a series of weed-enhanced encounters that run the gamut from hilariously funny
to quietly introspective. Irreverent yet sensitive, Polonsky’s debut proves there
are no rules when dealing with loss Israel, 2016, Hebrew with English subtitles,
Director: Asaph Polonsky, 98 minutes

Past Life Ha’Khataim
• Sunday, May 28 1:00 pm

Inspired by true events, Past Life follows the bold 1977 trans-European journey
of two sisters –one a withdrawn and ambitious classical musician, the other a
confrontational, liberal magazine editor. As they try to disentangle a disturbing
wartime mystery that has cast an enormous shadow on their entire lives, they
realize that freedom for the shackles of the past requires painful sacrifices, as
does the  struggles to discover one’s unique voice.  Acclaimed filmmaker Avi
Nesher directed from his own screenplay. Israel/Poland, 2016, Hebrew,
German, Polish with English subtitles, Director: Avi Nesher, 109 minutes

The Pickle Recipe
• Sunday, June 4 1:00 pm

Joey Miller is the undisputed king of the Detroit party emcees. He’s also a sin-
gle father and deeply in debt. To make matters worse, during his latest one-of-
a-kind wedding performances, all of his prized sound equipment gets destroyed
in a freak accident. To add insult to injury, his daughter Julie’s Bat-Mitzvah is
only weeks away and she’s counting on him to MC her party.  After exhausting
all of his options, he turns to his shady Uncle Morty who agrees to give him the
needed money to get back to into business. But only under one condition. Joey
must go and steal his grandmother Rose’s most prized possession; her famous
top secret dill pickle recipe. And it’s a recipe which she has vowed to take to her
grave. USA, 2016, English, Director: Michael Manasseri, 98 minutes

Who’s Going to Love Me Now?
• Sunday, May 28 7:30 pm Winnipeg Art Gallery, 

300 Memorial Blvd.
• Thursday, June 8 1:00 pm

The film follows Saar who grew up on a religious kibbutz in Israel and was asked
to leave when he came out as gay. He fled to London where he started a new
life but always longed to reconcile with his family. It’s a film about identity, love,
and family. Saar is an HIV positive gay man living in London, where he found
refuge from the religious kibbutz where he grew up in Israel. Ever since he was
diagnosed with HIV, Saar has craved his family’s love, while they struggle with
fears and prejudices. Saar and the rest of the London Gay Men’s Chorus pro-
vide a glorious soundtrack for this documentary about the power of forgiveness
and the power that home has, no matter how far we go. Israel, /UK,
Documentary, 2016, Hebrew with English subtitles, Directors: Tomer and Barak
Heymann, 84 minutes
Sunday, May 28 screening presented as a community event in cooperation with
Pride Winnipeg 

The Women’s Balcony Ismach Hatani
• Saturday, May 27 8:00 pm
• Sunday, June 4 4:00 pm

Israel’s #1 film of 2016! A dramedy about community, old traditions and the
values and the power of women to keep all of these together in the face of mod-
ern extremism. An accident during a Bar-Mitzvah celebration leads to a gender
rift in a devout Orthodox and easy-going Sephardic community in Jerusalem
where a rousing good-hearted tale about women speaking truth about patriar-
chal power. Israel, 2016, Hebrew with English subtitles, Directors: Shlomit
Nechama and Emil Ben-Shimon, 118 minutes.
(See Martin Zeilig’s review of “The Women’s Balcony on page 22.)

Short Films Program: A Collection of Coming--of-Age Stories 

• Thursday, May 25 1:00 pm
• Thursday, June 8 7:30pm

Ten Buildings Away 
How to Make it to the Promised Land; Lake
Mr. Bernstein, 

90 minutes
Moderated by Emma Daquisto, BA Film and Television Productions, 
USC School of Cinematic Arts

Jewish Film Festival listings

Continued from previous page.
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Cloudy Sunday
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

The Greek city of Thessaloniki was home to Greece’s second largest
Jewish community (over 50,000) during World War II. By the end of the
war, however, only 1900 Jews there survived the Holocaust.

“Cloudy Sunday” tells the tragic story of that city’s Jewish communi-
ty’s fate by intertwining the larger story of how the Nazis introduced
increasingly repressive measures leading up to the final deportation of
the majority of its Jews with a somewhat awkward love story involving
a Jewish woman and a Christian man.

At two and a half hours this movie could have been cut down appre-
ciably without sacrificing any of its essential elements. Still, the scenes
depicting Jewish life in a part of Europe about which we generally aren’t
aware are quite well done. I’m not quite sure how much of the storyline
is based on fact, but the refusal of the vast majority of Thessaloniki’s
Jewish population to come to terms with the fate that lay in store for them
provides a salutary lesson in how an insistence on avoiding the awful
reality of one’s situation, even when faced with overwhelming evidence
of that reality, was the natural default position of most of European
Jewry.

The relationship between the heroic Christian man Yorgos, who is the
predominant protagonist in this film and the also very brave Jewish
woman, Estrea, figures prominently in the story. Yorgos, however, seems
to be everywhere in this film - and loses credibility as a result. He works
evenings at an intrigue-filled tavern populated by members of the Greek
Resistance and collaborators alike; he works days as a carpenter in his
father’s shop; and at nights he’s an agent for the Allies sending out coded
messages – with Estrea serving as his telecommunications operator.

The name “Cloudy Sunday” apparently comes from a musical piece
composed by someone by the name of Vassilis Tsitsanis – who is also a
major figure in this film. The music throughout is hauntingly beautiful.

Despite the compelling story of the tragic fate of a vibrant community,
the movie is not nearly hard-edged enough to be as convincing as other
Holocaust films have been in recent years. For instance, Jewish men
taken to a forced labour camp in this film look no different than before
they were supposedly led into captivity - even after months of tortuous
captivity. Compare that with the excruciating horrors depicted in last
year’s Academy Award-winning “Son of Saul”, which was extremely dif-
ficult to watch and showed the horrors of Auschwitz in graphic detail,
and “Cloudy Sunday” is far too genteel in its treatment of its subject mat-
ter. 

The Last Laugh
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

Whoever has cried enough, laughs.
- Heinrich Mann (27 March 1871 – 11 March 1950 – a German novel-

ist who wrote works with strong social themes. His numerous criticisms
of the growth of fascism forced him to flee for his life after the Nazis
came to power in 1933.) 

“Comics are the conscience of the people, and they are allowed a wide
berth of activity in every direction,” says comedian/actor/director/writer
Mel Brooks in the thought provoking and at times amusing film, The Last
Laugh (2016). “Comics have to tell us who we are, and where we are
even if it’s in bad taste.”

Directed and edited/co-written/co-produced by Ferne Pearlstein, the
film poses the central question of whether or not you can make jokes
about the Holocaust.

The subject matter is “so taboo, especially within the Jewish commu-
nity,” Pearlstein said during an interview in the online publication,
miamiartzine (“ ‘Laugh’ Explores Humor, Holocaust - Ferne Pearlstein’s
Movie, Years in the Making, at Jewish Film Festival” January 20, 2017)

‘“As much as I could tell people in a proposal that this film was going
to talk about humor as healing, people were worried that it was going to
make fun of the Holocaust,” she explained. “That was the main concern,
so Jewish or not Jewish, it’s a slippery slope. I understood that it was not
my intent do that, but no one wanted to take the risk.”

Among the other celebrities and notables (not all of them are entertain-
ers) appearing in the film are: Carl Reiner, Sarah Silverman, Robert
Clary, Rob Reiner, Susie Essman, Harry Shearer, Jeffrey Ross, Alan
Zweibel, Gilbert Gottfried, Judy Gold, Larry Charles, David Steinberg,
Abraham Foxman, Lisa Lampanelli, David Cross, Roz Weinman, Klara
Firestone, Elly Gross, Deb Filler, Etgar Keret, Shalom Auslander, Jake
Ehrenreich, and Hanala Sagal.

Brooks, a sort of senior statesman among comedians, is adamant: “No,
there’s nothing about the Holocaust that’s funny. But, is there even any-
thing that we can’t laugh about?”

But, not everyone agrees, including a couple of  Holocaust survivors.
Their presence adds some gravitas to the film.

The film is more than just a series of talking heads.
It also includes a large selection of material, ranging from “The

Producers” (a film and later stage musical by Brooks) and “Curb Your
Enthusiasm,” “Life is Beautiful” and even “Schindler’s List”, among
other movies, to  clips of comics such as Louis CK, Joan Rivers, and
Chris Rock, to newly discovered footage of Jerry Lewis’s never-released
Holocaust comedy “The Day the Clown Cried,” to rare footage of
cabarets inside the concentration camps themselves.

It’s sure to start a debate afterwards. Four stars out of five.
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Harmonia
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Maybe I’m biased, but in recent years, as I’ve previewed many of the
films that are to be shown at the Rady JCC’s Jewish Film Festival, I’ve
been finding myself consistently impressed by the quality of Israeli cin-
ema. (See JTA story at below left for a similar opinion.)

Not only are the stories invariably compelling - even with subtitles
(maybe because of them, because I find that I pay more attention to sub-
titles than to spoken dialogue), the acting is almost always first-rate and
the technical aspects of these films are every bit as good as anything
you’ll find anywhere else in the world.

All those attributes apply in full measure to “Harmonia”, a brilliantly
creative film that blends the Biblical story of Sarah, Abraham, and Hagar,
with some phenomenal cinematography and music depicting an orches-
tra at work. 

The story begins with a young woman, Hagar, heading for an audition
with an unnamed Israeli orchestra (although judging by its virtuosity and
how much acclaim it receives during the course of the film, I’m assum-
ing it’s supposed to be the Israeli Philharmonic). Hagar wins the audition
(naturally – although judging by the comments made by the orchestra’s
conductor, Abraham, she is definitely not the most deserving applicant
for the position) and, as the movie progresses, she is taken under the wing
of the orchestra’s harpist, Sarah (who is also married to Abraham – of
course).

There are many twists in this film and even though it uses the Biblical
story as the basis for its plot, it has a suspenseful element to it that leaves
you wondering what’s going to happen next. The relationship between
Sarah and Hagar is quite erotic and, through the course of the film the
once-quite-plain-in-appearance Hagar gradually becomes increasingly
attractive to the point where she is downright seductive.

As if the story itself weren’t fascinating enough – the music is so gor-
geous, especially segments from Tchaikovsky’s “Swan Lake” and
Rimsky-Korsakov’s “Sherehezade”, that “Harmonia” is a feast for both
the eyes and ears (to use a well-worn cliché). Sarah’s harp playing, espe-
cially, communicates how a harp can be put to full effect in an orchestra
where it is almost always drowned out by the other pieces.

I’m not sure whether I’d ever seen any of the actors in “Harmonia” in
previous Israeli films, but they’re all first rate. Also, since there is a heavy
focus on the two youngsters based on the Biblical Isaac and Ishmael
(While Isaac is still Isaac, the Ishmael character is named “Ben”.), this
film might have a particular appeal for a teenage audience. Ben, although
brilliantly talented as a musician himself, is a tormented adolescent until
ultimately he discovers his own path to self-realization. 

In some ways I wish that anyone going to see this movie would watch
it without having a clue what it’s about – as my wife and I did when we
were able to preview it. The constant surprises in the film were quite a bit
more tantalizing when we couldn’t anticipate what was coming. If you’re
reading this and want to invite someone to watch “Harmonia” with you,
do them a favour and don’t tell them a thing about this movie beforehand.
Just tell them that they’re going to be enchanted and left spellbound. 

In Search of Israeli Cuisine 
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

“Food is a central activity of mankind and one of the single most sig-
nificant trademarks of a culture.”

-Mark Kurlansky (1948 – present) – a highly-acclaimed American jour-
nalist and writer of general interest non-fiction

“In Search of Israeli Cuisine” (2017), which is directed by Roger M.
Sherman, is more than just a film about the search for a country’s authen-
tic gastronomy.

It’s also a search into the vibrant spiritual, historical and cultural heart
of Israel – a journey that is exotic and diverse and vibrant with colour,
sound, scenery and humanity.

The film will tantalize your taste buds and stimulate your wanderlust at
the same time.

Israeli fare is “so diverse and so complex,” that it defies definition, says
an Israeli chef interviewed by Israeli-born/American chef Michael
Solomonov, the owner of Zahav, an Israeli restaurant in Philadelphia, and
our tour guide.

“Until the late ‘70s, Israelis ate horrible food,” comments another chef.
“People were ashamed of presenting their grandmother’s cooking,”

says still another culinary expert. “People wanted to come here and
become Israeli. They didn’t really know what Israeli meant.”

“What is amazing about Israel is that it’s the only country in the world
that so many cuisines came here together,” according to someone else.

We learn that there are more than 150 cuisines in Israel: Moroccan,
Indian, Persian, Lebanese, French, Italian, Russian, Persian, Palestinian,
and much more, including traditional Ashkenazi food (Eastern European)
prepared by Hasidic Jews.

“Food is not political,” says one Palestinian chef, who, along with his
Israeli Jewish wife, runs an Arab restaurant. “Food makes peace. Maybe,
it’s going to bring us together.”

He might be right. After all, as an Israeli says a few scenes later:
“Everything has to do with politics. But, to help negotiate is through
food.”

Solomonov savours many of these delectable dishes, while conversing
with the various chefs and other people – including farmers, wine pro-
ducers, cheese makers and others – throughout the entire length and
breadth of Israel.

“You don’t create a cuisine from day to day, but from generation to gen-
eration,” Solomonov says.

Just like the nation, itself, Israeli cuisine is still evolving.
This film is a moveable feast. Five stars.

The Women’s Balcony 

Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG
“The Women’s Balcony” (2017), which was directed by Emil Ben-

Shimon and distributed by Menemsha Films, is set amongst an Orthodox
Jewish community in Jerusalem. One day during Saturday services, dur-
ing a Bar Mitzvah ceremony, the women’s balcony collapses suddenly,
resulting in a severe injury to an older woman – the wife of a the con-
gregation’s rabbi.

This event so traumatizes the community’s elderly rabbi that he
becomes housebound and unable to function in his religious role.

The women of this community are aghast when their synagogue gets a
strict new younger rabbi who preaches rigid gender roles. This creates a
rift between the men, who are supporters of the rabbi, and their more lib-
eral thinking wives.

The women soon decide to fight back against his ultra traditionalist
beliefs, while raising money to repair the “women’s balcony” in the syn-
agogue. Love soon heals all wounds too – in more ways than one.

There are some memorable lines in the movie. For example, at one
point the character Ettie (the radiant Evelin Hagoel) says to her burly,
good natured, but naive husband, Zion (Yigal Naor), after he’s returned
from a forceful sermon by Rabbi David (the compelling, dark eyed Aviv
Alush): “Give me a break, Zion. Exhuming the righteous to protect peo-
ple...What a load of crap. Why do you even say such things? And you,
poor thing, now I see why you have so many troubles because you don’t
have a righteous man protecting you.”

Zion responds: “Thank God, I have a righteous woman protecting me.”
This is a gentle, intelligent and dignified dramatic comedy – defined by

the high quality of acting, dialogue and cinematography. It possesses a
deft directorial touch.

3 Israeli directors’ films top influential 
LA Times critic’s picks

LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Three films directed by Israelis took center
stage in the film listings of the Los Angeles Times’ senior critic Kenneth
Turan. 

In Hollywood, few newspaper items are scrutinized more intensely than
the film reviews and rankings in the Los Angeles Times, making last
Friday’s list a boon for the films and their directors. 

The top spot in the “Our Movie Pick” section went to Joseph Cedar’s
“Norman,” which tracks the ups, and mainly downs, of a small-time New
York fixer. 

“Subtle, unsettling, often slyly amusing and always unexpected,” Turan
wrote, adding: “This delicate, novelistic character study is what more
American independent films would be like if more had thoughtful adult
themes and gravitated toward nuance and complexity.” 

The next Israeli pick on the list was Emil Ben-Shimon’s “The Women’s
Balcony,” centering on a clash between a strict Orthodox rabbi and his
more permissive congregants. Turan judged it as “an unapologetically
warm-hearted comedic drama, a fine example of commercial filmmaking
grounded in a persuasive knowledge of human behavior.” 

Finally, a half page of the paper was devoted to Asaph Polonsky’s feature
debut, “One Week and a Day,” which focuses on a short-tempered father
(played by Shai Avivi) sitting shiva for his son who died of cancer. The
father forms an unlikely alliance with the young stoner (Tomer Kapon)
who supplied his dead son with marijuana. 

“‘One Week and a Day’ keeps an impeccable balance between absurdity
and sadness, comedy and heartbreak,” Turan observed. “Increasingly out-
rageous, but always plausible, it applies its pitiless, pitch black sense of
humor to a very particular situation (i.e., sitting shiva.).” 

Cedar and Polonsky are U.S. natives who moved to Israel with their par-
ents at a young age. 

Ed. note:  “The Women’s Balcony” is part of this year’s Jewish Film
Festival.
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The blur of touring
By SIMONE 
COHEN SCOTT
March, 2017

Most of you
will relate
to this. I

intended to take
clear notes, and
instead got so
caught up in the
experience that my
scribble and my
shorthand is next to
useless. These
excursions through
the biblical heart-
land of Israel, how-
ever, with
C . F . O . I . C .
(Christian Friends
of Israeli Com-
munities), are in-
delibly imprinted in
my mind.

On the bus ride
out, I had been sur-
prised to actually
see a wall. In truth,
only 5% of the
green line is wall;
otherwise, wire
fence does the job.
This particular so-
called ‘wall’ was a
very high, heavy,
thick, almost
arbour shaped
canopy, and it pro-
tected the multi-
lane highway lead-
ing away from
Jerusalem. Without
this, it had been too
easy for snipers
positioned on the
mountains along-
side to target the
heavy traffic of
trucks, buses, and
other motorists. At
another point, for
safety’s sake, the
only remedy has
been to put the
freeway through a
tunnel. Over all,
though, the Judean
Hills area is gor-
geously rugged,
dotted occasionally
with well spaced
Arab housing, some grand looking mansions, others boxy, with layers
added as families expand. We were told they are fully wired and piped
right to their top, so that the next level needs only walls and a ceiling.

The bus brought us to a lookout point where we stared off into Gaza,
seeing almost as far as the once beautiful beaches. Almost 10,000 Jews
were evacuated when Prime Minister Ariel Sharon relinquished Gaza in
2005. The stories we heard were heartbreaking - of people who, after
decades of backbreaking physical work, had brought themselves to a
state of financial stability. When they were removed, forcibly, from their
land, everything they had built was destroyed by the new residents – the
schools, the industries, the luscious bumper crops that were ready for har-
vesting. Whole families were moved into prefabs 40 years old, built to
last only five. Some are still in them, with no resources in sight. Some,
about a third, have rebuilt in this new community, Nitzan. About one
quarter are back at farming. Then, there are those we didn’t hear from,
those who never recovered from the shock of the betrayal. No wonder.
After years of supporting their government with their whole selves, the
electoral promise was broken. Commenting on the fact that Prime
Minister Sharon lay in a coma for eight years, someone quipped: “Even
God didn’t want him.” The consensus
among my Tenach-trusting Christian Continued on next page.

Pictures on this and the opposite page were
taken in the community of Neve Zuf, in
Samaria, which was hit by deliberately set
fires last Chanukah. Some homes survived
intact, while others were completely burned
out.

One of the houses that survived the fire
intact.

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre news

The final production of
the season for the WJT,
“The Whipping Man”
is on until May 14 in
the Berney Theatre. 
In the picture at right,
(l-r): Ray Strachan,
Jesse Nerenberg, and
Christopher Allen in a
scene from the play.

Keith Levit photo

On April 20 the Berney Theatre played host to a special one-night
fundraiser in which five well-known Winnipeg women read from
Norah Ephron’s play, “Love, Loss, & What I Wore”. 
The performers included Gail Asper (above left) and Debbie
Maslowsky, along with comedian Nancy Sorel, CBC Winnipeg’s Janet
Stewart, and Virgin Radio’s Chrissy Troy. 

Keith Levit photos
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The People of the Book
Rady JCC and The Jewish Post & News Book Club

Pumpkin Flowers: A Soldier’s Story  
Facilitated by Sharon Freed

Everyone is invited to join us
on Tuesday, May 16 at 7:30 pm
for the fifth installment of The
People of the Book featuring
PumpkinFlowers: A Soldier’s
Story  by Matti Friedman.

Part memoir, part reportage,
part military history, this power-
ful narrative captures the birth of
today’s chaotic Middle East and
the rise of a twenty-first-century
type of war in which there is
never a clear victor, and media
images can be as important as the
battle itself. 

Raw and beautifully ren-
dered, Pumpkinflowers will take
its place among classic war nar-
ratives by George Orwell, Philip
Caputo, and Vasily Grossman. It
is an unflinching look at the way
we conduct war today.

The program takes place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend and refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required.  For more information,
please contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or
rmalam@radyjcc.com.

companions was
that it was perverse
to have given up
Gaza, not at all in
line with God’s
plan.

One thing of
note....a story I
liked. Whereas in
the Gushes (Gush
means ‘cluster’),
the various grada-
tions of religious
observance and
varieties of political
philosophies had
lived in separate lit-
tle cluster commu-
nities, now, inter-
mingled in Nitzan,
they are blending.
When the observant
families wanted a
synagogue, the sec-
ulars objected.
Discussions/argu-
ments ensued, until finally an elder of the secular camp spoke: “Okay,
we’re all Jews. Jews have synagogues; we’ll have a synagogue.” And that
was that. Except, the day they were dedicating the shul, in he walked, car-
rying an ancient Torah. A memory had stirred, he rummaged in boxes
never unpacked, and brought out the scroll his Zaida had given him the
day he left for Palestine.

Israel’s ponderous bureaucracy has been very slow to ameliorate the
severe financial crisis of these former residents of Gush Katif. The guide
book told me: “No other group of people in Israel was ever forced into
poverty by a political action.” Much of the assistance for this communi-
ty comes from regular monthly donations of parishioners in churches
throughout the United States and other English speaking countries, plus
Holland, wherever Sondra Baras (C.F.O.I.C.’s Director) is invited to
speak. Recently this concern and generosity has included housing and
employment grants.

In the Benjamin region of Samaria we visited the Ofra Girls High
School, called an Ulpana. A need was recognized when an influx of
refugees from Ethiopia made its  way to Israel. It was necessary that the
Ethiopian girls become fluent in the Hebrew language, fully educated to
a high school graduate level, with special help, or with enriched oppor-
tunity, enabling each to reach her full potential. Previous experience had
shown that undereducated women from non-Western countries do not
fare well without these provisions being made. This semi-live-in-immer-
sion situation was so successful that it has been kept in place for subse-
quent young olim, and programs have been developed to accommodate
both the very bright and the special needs child. The kids for the most
part also rotate as staff, i.e. kitchen help, etc., (including cleaning the
washrooms). This arrangement was the case with a religious/military
guys’ school we visited, too. It was fun seeing the yeshiva bochers clear-
ing the lunch tables and stacking dishes, sweeping the floors, wiping up.

Neve Zuf is one of the first communities founded in the hills of
Samaria. Initially it was called ‘the fortress’ because its residents lived in
the abandoned British Mandate police station - all of them, and they’d
shared one phone, one kitchen, one bathroom. They came a long way in
four decades, now with beautifully appointed two storey homes and all
the amenities. 

This community, last Chanukah, experienced deliberately set fires. I
was told the initial fires, in the countryside, likely were not arson. But it
gave some people some ideas, and so several individual homes were set
on fire and burned to the ground. Many of the families were away on
vacation, fortunately. One woman, typical of others, heard by cellphone
that she had nothing left....not a snapshot, not a spoon, nothing. Another
woman, in her home, realized something was amiss when she saw cars
leaving....after sundown on erev Shabbat! She immediately mobilized the
volunteer emergency crew. No one was injured. We saw intact houses
next to burned out lots, interspersed with the ubiquitous 40-year-old pre-
fabs for the newly homeless. Nevertheless, the prevailing mood in Neve
Zuf is to get busy and build again. Amazing. 

I titled this piece “The blur of touring” because, as I try to put words on
paper to express what was emotionally draining, yet spiritually uplifting,
my thoughts run too swiftly - get mixed up. What I’d like now is to study
in depth every facet, present and past, of this biblical heartland I’ve
brushed up against. Next year in Jerusalem.

Continued from
previous page.

A completely burned-out lot

MATTI FRIEDMAN
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SIDNEY MORRIS MINUK
On March 25, 2017 as early evening turned to dusk

Winnipeg’s “Car Doc” took his final breath and I lost
my super hero.

Sid was born to humble beginnings in his beloved
North End. Sid began his career as an automotive
mechanic and spread his wings from there, obtaining
his science degree at Bemiji State, going on to teach
automotive at Tec Voc for 19 years (1969 to 1987)
where his focus was centered on his students. The
Automovice Hot Line was one of his great loves. The
“Car Doc” loved his audience and they loved him.
After Sid left teaching he devoted his life to his own
business: Sid’s Complete Car Care. His customers
became his friends and every day was a special event.

Sid loved the life he lived and lived the life he loved,
he earned the love and respect from all of the “kids”
whose lives he touched; including friends, students,
customers, industry partners, and especially his de-
voted staff.

Sid left way too soon. He will be missed by his loving
wife of 50 years, Rickie, his children Brad (Kara)
Minuk, Shannon (Nelson) Bowley, Kevin (Tammy)
Minuk; and his most prized possessions, his grandchil-
dren, Carlie and Beth Minuk, Jordan, Hailey, Brett and
Ashley Bowley, Hannah and Aaron Minuk. Also left to
mourn are his sisters, Irene Minuk, Shirley (Phil)
Shaff, and Ruth (Sid) Kraitberg; sisters-in-law Sheryn
Smith, Cynthia (Ben) Friedman; and many special
nephews, nieces and cousins.

Special thanks to St. Boniface ICU and it’s many
doctors and nurses.

“His heart was shattered but his shoulders
were wide and his arms were strong.

He will hold us tight in his magical hands”

NATHAN FINGOLD
With sadness, we an-

nounce the passing, on
March 31, 2017, of Nathan
Fingold at 96 years of age.
Nate was recently prede-
ceased by his wife “Toots”,
with whom he shared 71
years. He leaves behind his
children Martin (Linda)
Fingold, Karen Simkin and
Arlene (Mike) Charach. He

will be missed by his grandchildren, Marni (Hartley)
Miller, Steven (Carrie) Fingold, Jory (Joelly) Simkin,
Adam Simkin (Elle), Erin Simkin (Josh), Carly (Mike)
Lightstone, and Kevin Charach, as well as 11 great-
grandchildren.

Nate was born in Winnipeg in 1920 to Harry and
Sophie (Solodky) who immigrated from Russia. His
older siblings, Micky and Goldie are predeceased.
Nate was in the Air Force when he married Toots in
1944. He retired from the R.C.A.F. and articled at an
accounting firm while pursuing his five year degree at
the University of Manitoba to become a chartered
accountant.

Nate and Toots played golf, bridge and bowled with
friends, and after he retired in 1987, they spent their
winters in Fort Lauderdale. Nate will be remembered
as a man of integrity and dignity. He was quiet and
wise, modest and responsible, and highly regarded in
his profession.

The family would like to acknowledge Elena Episcope
for her wonderful care these past few years.

In honour of Nate, donations to the “Nate and Toots
Fingold Family Fund” at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba would be graciously accepted.

GERSHBEIN, Frank
Ephriam Ben Avraham

August 8, 1935 - May 14, 2016
They called him

“Foiky”. Grew up running
through life, on the streets
and sports fields of north
end Winnipeg. Verbal and
social and a skilled nego-
tiator. He built a success-
ful business in steel fabri-
cation. A great mind, a
great friend, a great lis-

tener, a great sense of fair play. Missing him with a
space in our lives that cannot be filled. Forever grateful
for all we were blessed to share.

Daughter Ara Wiseman (Ian Korman); granddaugh-
ter Avia Wiseman; son Jay Gershbein; sister Rose
Shinewald (Stewart); brother Irving Gershbain
(Doreen); wife De Ann and her children, John
McCulloch (Gayleen), Glenn Davis (George), Byron
McCulloch (Glenne), Kyle McCulloch (Mary), Liana
D’Anna (Anthony), Chris McCulloch (Tanya); twenty-
one grandchildren and four great-grandchildren whom
he adored.

Buried May 18, 2016, Temple Sholom Cemetery,
White Rock, B.C.

Unveiling

The family of the late

ABRAHAM
PARITZKY

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque
dedicated to his

loving memory on
Sunday, May 21, 2017

at 11:30 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARTHUR
KUSHNER
who passed away

May 16, 2004
26 Days in Iyar, 5764

– Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by all of us who
are left and who were fortunate
to have shared his time on earth
as a part of our lives.
“Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us every day.”
— Your wife Ethel and chosen
family Brian, Lil, Melanie, and
Samatha Brooker.

RIVKA
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 15, 1987

16 Days in Iyar

BORUCH
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 4, 1983

22 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— Sadly missed and ever remembered by their loving daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

RUBEN HATSKIN
Peacefully, after a very

long battle with Alzheim-
er’s, Rube passed away in
the loving arms of his fam-
ily at age 93. He was a
devoted son, brother, hus-
band, father, grandfather
and great grandfather.
Rube’s first wife Ruth, to
whom he was married 43
years, predeceased him by
26 years and he was lucky
enough to find another
wonderful woman, Phyllis,
with whom he shared love
and happiness for 19 years.

He leaves his loving family, wife Phyllis, daughter
Candice (Guy Stearns), grandchildren Lauren (Colin
Rochon), D’Arcy (Rebecca Coish), Alex (Julian Brad-
ford), Max, and great grandchildren Zev & Sophie
Rochon.

Family was always number one for Rube; family
meals, car rides, drum concerts, dance recitals, plays,
fencing tournaments - he was at every one of them. He
loved each of us unconditionally. His second love was
golf and he was a scratch golfer; he treasured his hole-
in-one trophy. Rube was so excited and proud when
Phyllis learned to golf so she could share his favourite
activity with him.

Rube loved to spend his summers at Falcon Lake -
sitting at the end of the dock chatting with all his dear
lake neighbours, repeatedly trying to offer them her-
ring and rye bread. Once he retired, Palm Springs
became the winter home he always looked forward to;
days filled with golfing, going out for dinner, and card
games with friends. He was not one to take life for
granted.

We would like to thank the amazing, compassionate
staff at Simkin Centre. We are so appreciative for all
your care and kindness to Rube. We would like to
extend a special thank you to his incredibly caring
companion of the last eight years, Liezl Velo Pacete.
You treated him as if he was your own father.

Donations may be made to the Manitoba Alzheimer
Society or a charity of your choice.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away

May 11, 2001
18 Days in Iyar

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
FAIMAN

who passed away
May 14, 1998

18 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

ROSE LEVINE
who passed away

May 25, 2009
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children,  grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

PINCHAS LEVINE
who passed away

April 26, 2014

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENICHA
(MINNIE)

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 31, 1989
26 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of our
beloved Mom & Baba.

Mom, your warmth, wisdom,
guidance and love for your
family lives on. You were an
inspiration to us all and words
cannot describe how much we
miss you.

Memories stay as near and dear
as yesterday.
You will always be loved and
cherished.

Forever in our hearts your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY GOOT
who passed away

May 27, 1954
24 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by Fran,
Bev and families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROWENA
GREENBERG

who passed away
May 23, 2009

29th day of Iyar
— Always remembered,
forever  loved, and sadly
missed by your husband,
children, and grandchildren In Memoriam

13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NAOMI AVIVAH
KATZ

who passed away
May 19, 2004

28 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered by her
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JACK
(ISADORE)

LABOVITCH
who passed away
May 21st, 2006

22nd Day in Iyar
— Always remembered &
sadly missed by his brothers
Max and Irvin, nieces and
nephews.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACOB
LEINBURD

who passed away
May 21, 1987

22 Days in Iyar
Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving
The tears are silent…
But you will forever be
Remembered by your loving
wife Betty, children Paul, Sorel
and Judy, grandchildren
Lauren, Cole, Jacob, and Noah,
brother Joseph and family.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In ever-loving memory of
our Beloved Son, Brother, Uncle, Cousin and Friend

Who passed away
May 17th, 2012 at the age of 42

26 Iyar 5772
David, Not a day goes by that we don’t think of You,
The phenomenal person who you were and the lessons you taught
are immeasurable.
Your memory lives strong within us and everyone whose lives you
touched.
We feel your spirit within and know you watch over us and help
guide us daily.
We hear echoes of you every day, your laugh, your warmth, your
generosity, your brilliant sense of humour.
David, We love You to the moon and back, We miss You, You will
always be a part of all our lives.
—  Your Mom and Dad, sister Susan, brother Dan (Melanie) and
your precious nieces and nephews, Darrel, Taylor, Ezri, Leila
and Oscar David.

Please consider donating: In memory of David we have established
a Memorial Education Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Man. in
support of research into Signet Ring Cell Cancer.

www.jewishfoundation.org         204-477-7525

DAVID MICHAEL
HARTLEY MOSCOVITCH

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

MAX
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
May 4, 1983

21 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALVIN SLOTIN
who passed away

May 14, 2001
21 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by his
sons, daughter, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

TILLIE GOREN
who passed away

May 24, 2014
24 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, siblings,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE (SHIFFIE)
LAZARECK WOLK

who passed away
May 29, 1992

27 Days in Iyar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SHIRLEY
CRAMER

ZABENSKIE
who passed away

May 18, 2012
26 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
terribly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STEVEN
POLLOCK
who passed away

May 22, 2010
Steven
We weren’t ready to say
goodbye.
And the hole you left in our
hearts gets deeper every day.
The loss we feel will never go
away.
You’re somewhere over the
rainbow where skies are blue
We miss you so much.
— Love your mother Phyllis,
Gary and Laura, Randi,
Robby, Karen, your daughter
Lauren, and so many special
friends.
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Joanne Seiff

In loving memory of

LYNN
ROSENFIELD

who passed away
May 17, 1985

26 Days in Iyar
Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
"Forever in our hearts"

In Memoriam In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FREDA THAU
who passed away

May 28, 1995
28 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters-in-law and family.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE WILDER
who passed away

May 14, 1996
25 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
loving sister

ANNE (PELTZ)
MOYLE

who passed away
May 26, 1973

24 Days in Iyar 5733
A day to remember, sad to recall
Without farewell, you left us all
Till memory fades and life
departs
You will live forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered and
missed by sisters, brothers-in-
law, aunts, uncles and other
relatives.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
BROWN

who passed away
June 1, 1970

26 Days in Iyar, 5730
— Sadly missed and always
will be remembered by your
family.

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY
BARSKY
who passed away

May 29, 2003
27 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

It was early morn-
ing. I was out and
about with my

twins on a day off
school. They weren’t
in a good mood. We
dropped off some-
thing for the food
bank at a synagogue,

as we’d heard they were running low. I was seat-
belting two grumbling kids into their car seats
when I saw what looked like another set of
twins.

I called out to the grandmother with them, and
asked if we might visit. I thought it might be a
chance to press the “re-set” button on a day that
already felt trying. My kids like to meet other
twins; it’s reassuring to feel part of a bigger
crowd of people “like you.”

When we got out, the other kids weren’t inter-
ested. Instead, we talked about the errand we’d
done, the river, and saw some birds. The grand-
ma asked my kids’ names. Although my boys
seemed uncomfortable, they offered their names.
The woman pressed us. What was our family
name? I offered their last name, and mine, in an
effort to be congenial and respectful. She tried to
see if we were related to people she knew.

When we weren’t, she turned away, explaining
that they needed to attend something “for grand-
parents” and kids. When I explained that our
grandparents weren’t in Canada, she told me we
could come anyway. I tried to tell her (as she
walked away) that it was all the more isolating to
attend a grandparents’ event when yours weren’t
there.

Returning to the car, all of us felt sad, and
worse than when we’d originally hopped out. I
continued to dwell on this interaction, even as
my family’s day got better. What could have
been different? How could we have had a more
positive experience?

1) We never learned the names of those kids or
their grandmother. Why not introduce yourself
before asking a kid to identify himself? (Hi, I’m
Joanne. What’s your name?) For safety’s sake,
kids shouldn’t be asked to identify themselves
randomly to strangers…

By extension, neither should adults. If an adult
wants to meet you, both people need to volunteer
their names. Otherwise, the newcomer or
“stranger” feels alienated by the encounter…and
still isn’t part of a community or warmly wel-
comed.

2) If a community welcomes newcomers, we
shouldn’t insist that everyone new has a connec-
tion to someone here. Jewish geography should
have no bearing on whether you are worth meet-
ing. What does matter is that you have a person
right in front of you who would like to know you
and have a positive interaction. Act like you
care. 

3) Be inclusive, not exclusive. If, for instance,
you’re attending a children’s event with your
grandchildren, why not call it a “kids’ play
group?” Is it only for children with local extend-
ed family? If it’s really for everybody, say so!
What value is there in emphasizing someone’s
outsider status?

Over the years, my parents sought to include
people on the edges – for instance, a widow
came to our Shabbat dinner for many years when
I was a kid. At my home, over the years, there
were several young adults I invited to Shabbat
dinner or whatever meal was happening. In at
least two of these cases, these people eventually
decided to become Jews-by-choice. It wasn’t
because I forced anything on them. Instead, per-

haps because I didn’t make it an exclusive club,
they felt welcomed into a Jewish ritual and
home.

Does this seem obvious? (Basic good manners,
maybe?) 

Many of Dr. Ron Wolfson’s suggestions in his
book, The Spirituality of Welcoming: How to
transform your congregation into a sacred com-
munity, are what he calls “low-hanging fruit.”
These are easy things to do. Many things that
could transform our Jewish communities are
simple, if we try to do it together. 

The important message in this is something I
saw on a United Church sign for Earth Day. It
said “On Earth Day, and every day, be the crew
and not the passenger.” That doesn’t mean it’s
your job to boss others around! Instead, it means
that every individual in a community has to take
responsibility. We are crew here, partners in
changing the world, not just along for the ride.

This isn’t meant to be onerous. Try this:
1) When you see someone coming towards

you at synagogue? Smile at them.
2) When you meet someone new, introduce

yourself. Do it the first three or four times you
meet the new person, because she’s trying to
meet a lot of people at once. They might be bad
with names, or tired from chasing kids. They DO
want to know you…after all, they made the
effort to show up in a Jewish community to see
other Jews. (Remember how my twins like see-
ing other twins? So they feel part of a bigger
crowd with something in common, “like you?”)

3) Try to learn something special or memo-
rable about this new person…not her extended
family.

4) See if you can end your conversation by
being inclusive.

Examples: 
Come join me and my friends for Oneg or

Kiddush lunch!
I hope to see you again soon.
I like coming to the X service…maybe we’ll

meet up again next month?

These friendly efforts aren’t just the obligation
of the clergy or Jewish professionals. It’s our job
to build friendships as part of a community, and
not just to be friendly when it suits us. 

Many say, “I don’t go to synagogue” so this
doesn’t apply. Do you go to the JCC? A cultural
event? Being a mensch, a good person, applies
wherever you are or your level of observance.

Others will say “I’m a long-time member, I’m
observant…” Guess what? This applies to you,
too. Don’t expect that everyone knows you
already. If you want newcomers, younger peo-
ple, and Jews-by-choice to feel welcome, start
by introducing yourself. 

Ask yourself what the Kopitzhinitzer rebbe,
Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel’s cousin, asked.
This rebbe didn’t separate ethics from ritual
commandments. He wanted donations from
truly pious people who weren’t just Shomer
Shabbat. (Keeping the Sabbath.) He asked
instead, “Are you Shomer hol?” “…honest and
kind during the week [hol], in business and per-
sonal relationships… Why? For that rebbe, only
righteous behavior every day made it possible to
be holy on Shabbat.

(–last paragraph is summarized from Edward
K. Kaplan’s book Spiritual Radical: Abraham
Joshua Heschel in America, 1940-1972)

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s old
columns? Joanne Seiff is the author of a new
book– From the Outside In: Jewish Post & News
Columns 2015-2016. This column collection is
now available for digital download, or as a
paperback from Amazon. See more about her on
her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Introduce Yourself: 
Does your crew offer a warm welcome?

By

JOANNE SEIFF



I would like to devote this chapter to one of my
favorite sports, Pickleball! I was introduced to this
sport, at our former winter home in Sun City West,
Arizona, about ten years ago. I belonged to a ten-
nis group that met once a week to play our favorite
sport. My wife Nora noticed an announcement that
they were going to introduce a new sport called
“Pickleball” and were going to give free lessons.
She suggested that we both try it.

After having played tennis for so many years, we had developed the
hand-eye coordination that not only helps in playing tennis, it was sure a
big help in learning to play Pickleball! After a short session Nora said, “I
can’t play this game, Harry, because I have a sore knee, but you should
stick with it.”

Well, our tennis group was growing older, a number of members had
dropped out, and this new game required a lot less running around than
what’s needed in tennis. So, a few of my tennis buddies signed up for
lessons to learn the fundamentals of the game, such as keeping score,
remembering that the ball must bounce once in each court before you can
volley, and getting to know about the area called “the kitchen” - a line
drawn parallel to the net, that separates it from the rest of the court.

The Whiffle Ball used in this game was almost the same size as a tennis
ball but was made of plastic, and was full of holes! It took a while before
you could get used to the bounce of the ball. The first group at the Rady
JCC that became interested in this game was the Wednesday afternoon bad-
minton group, as there were some similarities between the two games.

In Arizona the game could be played outdoor during the winter month-
sand would move indoors during the heat of the summer. Could injuries
occur?

Yes, if you weren’t careful! If
you didn’t watch your footwork
you could trip, and that could
be painful! 

One way to avoid this would
be not to back up in order to
play a ball, but to turn sideways
and use scissor steps to return
the ball.

While playing doubles, you
had to get used to zone play. If
you moved to your partner’s
court in order to return a ball
you could leave one side unat-
tended, and the opposition had
an opportunity to score. 

If you play the ball high to
mid court you are giving the

opposition an opportunity to “spike” the ball into your court. 
Remember, if you send an easy serve over you give your opponent an

opportunity to give you an aggressive return.

Then there was the story about the neighbor who came to the door while
a woman was coming out of her shower wearing only a towel.

The neighbour said: “If you drop your towel, I’ll  pay you eight hundred
bucks.”

She dropped her towel and he paid her the eight hundred bucks.
Then her husband came up to her and said, “Did Bob pay you the eight

hundred bucks he owes me?”

We are seniors

How I came to discover Pickleball
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Harry Warren/Adam Schwartz
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Autistic child not allowed to go 
on field trips

There is a misconception that autistic chil-
dren are more work on school field trips - that
we are some kind of disruption. This is sim-
ply not true.

Often autistic children are the most well-
behaved children on any school trip because
we respect authority and are very good at fol-
lowing rules. We like rules, because they gen-
erally give us a good idea how to act in situa-

tions where we are unsure of ourselves. Yet, I know a mother of three
autistic children whose children have sometimes been left out of school
trips because of this unfounded fear that they would be disruptive and act
out. 

Then, the children just have to do busy work at the school all day, while
their classmates get to go to all kinds of interesting places. The reason
why I bring this up is that the exact same thing happened recently to Niko
Boskovic, a 15-year-old boy, who lives in Portland, Oregon. He won a
writing contest for his essay about Ukraine and was supposed to be one
of five national finalists for a contest given by the Portland Peninsula
Odd Fellows Lodge. He and the runner up were supposed to go on all-
expense-paid trip to where the finals were being held, but he had the trip
swiped away from underneath him when they found out he was autistic.
When the Portland Lodge group asked the national group for an expla-
nation,  they were told that the tour simply didn’t have the funding or
staff to look after someone with a disability. Surprisingly, even though his
mother offered to go on tour with him and assist in any way possible, on
her own dollar, it did not sway the decision at all.

This, to me, is outrageous. After all, I get that 15 is a very hard age to
supervise. This is when teenagers explore their sexuality and their toler-
ance to alcohol - two things that teenagers with autism are less likely to
engage in. After all, who is he going to run off to explore his sexuality
with, no matter how smart he is? Girls his age probably aren’t interested.
After all, most of the people I know who are on the autism spectrum have
had just as hard a time getting someone of the opposite gender to have
something to do with them as teenagers as they do as adults. In addition,
we seldom drink to excess, because, the world is a scary enough place for
us as it is. We always try to maintain as much control as possible - some-
thing that we struggle with.

Chances are if autistic people were allowed on more field trips we
wouldn’t  be the ones who are the problem. After all, what is harder to
deal with: an autistic teenager struggling with sensory-overload, or a cou-
ple of teenagers who are drunk and think they are invulnerable and don’t
need to listen to anyone? I know which situation I would rather deal with.
After all, the teenager with sensory issues isn’t likely to be the one who
swears at you.

By

HARRY WARREN

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ



In early March I wrote a piece “All variety of
people love the roaring game!” My subject was
CAROLYNE LINDNER - a rather fascinating
young woman - who is the daughter of Jill
Brandes - a former columnist with this publica-
tion, and Doctor Lorne Brandes. 

I rapidly became an
admirer of the articu-
late lady who taught
me a few permanent
lessons about life
which will hold me in

good stead for
years to come. 

You see,
Carolyne is a dou-
ble amputee
resulting from a
near death experi-
ence she went
through four or
five years ago.

She was deter-
mined to make the
best of a horren-
dous situation and
to shun a poor-me
attitude. 

As a matter of
fact when I first
spoke with her, she
was in an excep-
tionally positive
state of mind
because she had
just learned that
she had made
Manitoba’s 2017
W h e e l c h a i r
Curling Team and was going to travel to the Games in Boucherville,
Quebec. 

The Assiniboine Memorial Club member was a rookie-rock thrower,
so to speak, since she had begun playing the roaring game only four
months earlier and was the sole female on the team, occupying the lead
position.

Fortunately, the former Kelvin and Grant Park high school student
had long been into physical fitness. Carolyn had also earned two post-
secondary degrees and didn’t shy away from giving it a shot when she
was approached by her mentor, veteran skip Dennis Thiessen.

So how did the Manitobans fare in the tournament? Well, Doctor
Brandes turned freelance sports writer and began sending in reports to
our publication on the final two days of April. To wit: “Carolyn’s team
skipped by
Thiessen finished

Shining the spotlight on a pair of winners
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Continued on next page.

CAROLYNE LINDNER
After beginning to curl only four months ear-
lier, she was part of Manitoba’s champi-
onship team at this year’s Canadian
Wheelchair Curling Championship, held last
month in Boucherville, Quebec
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Join us on Sunday, May 14, at 7:00 pm as Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
presents ONE NIGHT IN MAY, a spring fun-raiser featuring popular
Jewish and classical music performed by the WSO’s Sonia Shklarov
on violin. 

Wine, schmoozing, a proper Winnipeg sweet table, and complimen-
tary roses for all moms promise this will be an unforgettable event.

Sonia Shklarov was born in Moscow and spent her early childhood
years in Israel on kibbutz. She began violin lessons at age eight when
her family moved to Calgary. Her passion for violin and orchestral per-
formance has taken her to New Zealand, Spain, and Portugal, and in
2012 she performed as concertmaster of the Carnegie Mellon
Philharmonic at Carnegie Hall in New York City. 

Sonia received her Bachelor of Music degree from Lynn University
in Florida, and a Master of Music degree from Carnegie Mellon
University in Pittsburgh under the tutelage of Cyrus Forough. 

Sonia worked as a freelance violinist in Toronto and performed with
the Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, Kitchener-Waterloo
Symphony, Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra, Thunder Bay
Symphony Orchestra, Windsor Symphony, and Niagara Symphony
from 2012 to 2016, when she moved to Winnipeg to join the first vio-
lin section of the WSO. 

Sonia is proud to call Winnipeg home, and Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
her shul. Adas Yeshurun Herzlia is Winnipeg’s only Modern Orthodox
Shul, located in the heart of River Heights at the corner of Brock and
Fleet. Rabbi Yosef Benarroch leads the congregation, its two daily
minyans, a thriving NCSY program - Winnipeg’s sole synagogue
youth group, and supervises Winnipeg’s community kashrut. 

Tickets are $25 and are available by calling the synagogue office at
204-489-6262. 

For more information about ONE NIGHT IN MAY, please contact
Event Coordinators Lynne Kohm or Karla Berbrayer by leaving a mes-
sage at the synagogue. 

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Presents
ONE NIGHT IN MAY:

A Lag B’Omer and 
Mother’s Day Celebration!with a 6-3 record in the round-robin

portion of the tournament. That
placed them second to Alberta,
which finished at 7-2.” 

A semi-final victory over Quebec
by 7-5 set up a final with Alberta
and dad’s final report read:
“Lindner’s team won gold this
morning at the Canadian
Wheelchair Championship in
Boucherville, defeating Alberta 11-
1 in the gold medal final.” 

A final observation on the part of
Thiessen, a three-time winner, was
noteworthy: “This one feels even
more special to me. I couldn’t be
more proud of my front end.
Lindner just joined us and she’s
only been curling for four months
and she played lights out. She
worked so hard practicing five days
a week to prepare for this. The two
other guys in front of me played
really, really well. I’m so proud of
all of them.” - as was Carolyne’s
entire family, which has doubtless
elevated her to heroine status too. 

* * * * *
I would now like to shine the

spotlight on another member of our
sporting community who is also
well on her way up the rating’s
charts in my Sporting Touch column.

Back in the summer of 2015, I learned and wrote about a young teen-age
swimmer by the name of Sydney Hnatuk Swick. I  headlined that story,
“Things are going just swimmingly for Sydney.” What especially piqued
my interest was her outstanding performance in Fort Lauderdale at the JCC
Maccabi Games, where she earned six medals. 

Sydney also had cheerleading corps of supporters, consisting of father
Marty Hnatuk and mother Candace Swick, plus her grandparents Harold
and Maxine Swick. 

I spoke with her mom back then, who assured me that Sydney was not an
overnight success. “She completed her life-saving credit at age nine, but
she needed something else. Her swimming teacher told her about compet-
itive swimming and the rest is history. In addition she joined the Manitoba
Marlins Swim club and attended junior high school at Grant Park High.

Fast forward to 2016-17 where the latest update from Baba and Zaida
Swick was passed on to Editor Bernie Bellan and shared with yours truly.
Well, Syd (as she is sometime referred to by mom) is going to be a very
busy gal in 2017 with her strict training regimen and heavy participation
schedule.

Having already done well in the Maccabi Games in the under-16 age
group, the dedicated young swimmer has now qualified to swim in the
International Maccabiah Games in Israel. She will be training and compet-
ing from July 3rd through to July 18th. 

Syd will be with the Canadian team representing Canada. The entire
aforementioned entourage plus Syd’s brother Dylan will be journeying to
Israel to cheer their kin on.

Upon the group’s return to Winnipeg - believe it or not - the female
Tarzan will immediately continue to prepare to participate in the Canada
Games! She will be swimming in the 200m backstroke, as well as in the
5K open water event out at Birds Hill Provincial Park - yet another chance
of a lifetime to showcase her abundant swimming abilities. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Ed. note: Why the heck was Sydney Hnatuk Swick not one of the five
nominees for Jewish Athlete of the Year? Harvey didn’t mention
(because he probably didn’t know) that in the 2016 Maccabi Games in
which Sydney competed in Ft. Lauderdale, she entered 11 different swim-
ming events - and won medals in all of them - six gold and five silver!
For crying out loud, she was asked by the  Torontonians who decide who
gets to go to Israel to compete in this summer’s Maccabiah Games to join
the Canadian team - competing against the best Jewish athletes in the
world! What an oversight not even to be nominated for Jewish Athlete of
the Year here! (I just used more exclamation marks than Harry Warren!)

Continued from previous page.

Sports

SYDNEY HNATUK SWICK
won 11 medals at last summer’s
Maccabi Games in Ft.
Lauderdale and was invited to
represent Canada at this sum-
mer’s Maccabiah Games in
Israel - but didn’t even get nomi-
nated as Jewish Athlete of the
Year? Oy!
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