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Nine-year-old Gray Academy student Ari
Kay has been waging a so far, successful bat-
tle with childhood leukaemia. On May 1 Ari,
along with his sister Sydney, participated in a
very special event at the school when two indi-
viduals - Morris Henoch and Lindsay Kerr,
offered to have their long tresses shorn and
donated as part of the fight against cancer.

Gray Academy Vice-Principal Joyce Kerr
(also Lindsay’s mother) explained that the stu-
dents had raised hundreds of dollars already to
be donated to Cancercare Manitoba. Morris’s
and Lindsay’s hair was going to be used in the
manufacture of wigs for cancer victims, Joyce
explained to the students.

The honour of cutting Morris’s ponytail fell
to Ari himself, while his sister Sydney was
tasked with cutting Lindsay’s hair. 

You can watch a video of the event at
www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

Hebrew U prof disputes image of Jerusalem as polarized city
By MYRON LOVE 

Noam Shoval is definitely not
in favour of redividing
Jerusalem. 

Despite some groups’ plans
for such a division in the name
of peace, the Hebrew
University Geography
Professor and lifelong
Jerusalemite argues that divid-
ing the ancient city will not
bring about peace. “Division
will only make things worse,”
he said. “Cities are divided as a
result of war, not in an effort to
make peace. Stakeholders need
to understand that Jerusalem is
a living city like any other liv-
ing city. In terms of housing,
there are certainly segregated
areas but, in all other respects,
that is not the case.”

Speaking to a large gathering at the Campus
on Monday, May 4 (a program co-sponsored
by the Winnipeg chapter of the Canadian
Friends of the Hebrew University, The Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg and the Centre fort
Israel and Jewish Affairs), Shoval backed up
his assertions with a report on a study that he
was involved in that tracked 16,000 Jerusalem
residents over 24 hours with GPS devices and
then interviewed them.

“The study showed that there is a lot of
shared space in the city centre,” he reported.
“We found that 45%-50% of Arabs spend
some time in (largely) Jewish West Jerusalem
and other Jewish areas while 85% of Jews pass
through Arab neighbourhoods during the
course of a day.”

He added that Arab women who participated
in the survey said that they enjoyed shopping
in Jewish neighbourhoods because they felt

freer in those areas away
from the harassment that
they might receive while
out and about in Arab
areas.

Shoval began his pre-
sentation by noting that
not only is he a lifelong
Jerusalemite, but also that
he is a third generation
graduate and employee of
the Hebrew University.

He noted that while
Jerusalem is a place of pil-
grimage for three religions
and a spiritual symbol, the
real earthly city is quite
small and is one of the
poorest cities in Israel.
“The most important
industry is tourism,” he
noted. 

He pointed out that the 3,800-year-old
walled Old City is quite small – the distance
from the Church of the Holy Sepulcher to the
Temple Mount is only about the size of three
to four hockey rinks.

He also pointed out that, contrary to those
Westerners who view Israel as a European
colonial implant, Jerusalem has had an overall
Jewish majority since 1870, well before the
advent of Zionism.

Although the city’s population of about
800,000 has a Jewish majority, he noted, the
Arab minority is growing. “Part of the prob-
lem,” he said, “has been the difficulty of
building new housing in Jerusalem.”

Part of the problem (re building), he attrib-
utes to international pressure. Then there is
the environmental factor. There was a com-

Israeli election:
Can Netanyahu make new 

narrow coalition work?
By BEN SALES

TEL AVIV (JTA) – Seven weeks after he won
reelection, Benjamin Netanyahu finally secured a
fourth term as prime minister.

With 90 minutes to go until a Wednesday night dead-
line to form a governing coalition, Netanyahu  with the
religious, pro-settler Jewish Home party that gives him
the narrowest of parliamentary majorities – 61 of the
Knesset’s 120 seats.

Along with three other right-wing and religious fac-
tions - United Torah Judaism, Kulanu and Shas - the
five-party Likud-led coalition skews right on diploma-
cy and defense and, for the first time in at least a decade,
includes no parties that support the establishment of a
Palestinian state in the foreseeable future.

The agreement represents something of a setback for
Netanyahu, who called for new elections last year in
order to strengthen his grip on a legislature he consid-
ered to be ungovernable. In the last government,
Netanyahu’s Likud headed a 68-seat majority coalition.
In a statement late Wednesday announcing the agree-
ment, Netanyahu sought to emphasize the positive.

“Sixty-one is a good number,” Wednesday upon
announcing the agreement. “Sixty-one-plus is a better
number, but it begins with 61 and we will begin.
There’s a lot of work ahead of us. I want us to go to
work. It should be very successful for us and for the
nation of Israel.”

The new coalition is largely in agreement on the ques-
tion of Palestinian statehood. Having previously voiced
support for a Palestinian state, Netanyahu said before
the March election that the Palestinians  (and then  those
comments).  Jewish Home is ideologically opposed to
any withdrawal from the West Bank and strongly sup-
ports settlement growth. Kulanu would limit expansion
to major settlement blocs but says statehood is not fea-
sible under the current Palestinian leadership. The hare-

Morris Henoch looks nervous as nine-year-
old Ari Kay is about to do a “Delilah” on his
ponytail. 

Lindsay Kerr (daughther of Gray Academy
Vice-principal Joyce Kerr) doesn’t mind
having her long locks shorn by Sydney Kay.

NOAM SHOVAL: “Cities are
divided as a result of war, not
in an effort to make peace.”

Continued on page 3. See “Noam Shoval”. Continued on page 26. See “Coalition”.

Losing your hair in support of the fight against cancer

Jewish Athlete of the Year
This year’s

winner of the
“ J e w i s h
Athlete of the
Year” award
is 24-year-old
fastball pitch-
er Mandy
G re e n b e r g ,
Read about
this year’s
Rady JCC
Sports Dinner
on page 27 of
this issue.



By BEN SALES 
TEL AVIV (JTA) – So, the Israel Defense Forces won’t be drafting hare-

di Orthodox Israelis, after all.
That’s the upshot of a coalition deal Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu signed last week with United Torah Judaism, Israel’s Ashkenazi
haredi Orthodox party. The agreement, which Likud and UTJ inked
Wednesday, includes the impending repeal of a spate of religion-state
reforms enacted as recently as last year.

Those reforms – which affected the IDF draft, conversion, and subsidies
to haredim – were the signature achievement of the last government before
it crumbled in dysfunction last December. Now, it looks like much of that
legacy will disappear.

“The status quo on issues of religion and state will be kept as it has been

for decades in Israel,” the agreement
reads.

Chief among the reforms was the so-
called “Draft Law,” which expanded the
IDF’s mandatory draft to include haredi
men. Under the March 2014 law, 24-
year-old haredi men would have to serve
in the army – although criminal sanctions
for draft dodging wouldn’t take effect
until 2017.

The law aimed to right a historical
imbalance in Israeli society. Mandatory
military service is a rite of passage in
Israel, one from which haredi Israelis
had been exempt since the state’s found-
ing in 1948. Many Israelis resented the
haredi draft exemption, and the centrist
Yesh Atid party based its inaugural 2013
electoral campaign on abolishing it. Yesh

Atid Chairman Yair Lapid touted the bill as a realistic compromise that
would increase equity in Israel.

But the delay in sanctions made many Israelis skeptical that the law
would ever have a real effect, even as the number of haredim joining the
army rose in 2014. Three years left time for haredim to run in another elec-
tion and re-enter the governing coalition, where they could roll back the
law.

That’s most likely what’s about to happen. The UTJ-Likud coalition
agreement gives the defense minister exclusive authority to decide whether
to implement the law’s criminal sanctions, effectively allowing him to lift
them.

The religion-state rollbacks don’t end there. The coalition agreement alsp
pledges also amend a landmark law expanding the number of rabbis who
can perform conversions, and includes an increase of subsidies to yeshiva
students and to large families – many of them haredi – that had been cut in
2013.

Taking to Facebook to decry the repeals, Lapid called the agreement
“selling out Zionism.” But because there’s almost no chance he’ll join the
coalition, Lapid’s words will have little effect. The agreement would also
disregard the 87 percent of Jewish Israelis who wanted a haredi draft,
according to a 2011 poll by religious pluralism NGO Hiddush.

Now, those Israelis will have to once again sit tight, waiting for the next
election – and the next chance to enact a reform so much of the country
desires. 
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CJA campaign comes in lower than last year but
Bronstone says many reasons to be optimistic

The results of this past year’s Combined Jewish Appeal campaign fell
slightly short of the announced goal of $5.8
million.

In an e-mail sent to members of the commu-
nity on May 8, Jewish Federation CEO Adam
Bronstone wrote: “The final campaign total
raised is $5.7 million. This figure is down from
last year, but does not represent the full range
of successes that the Federation and its agen-
cies have generated over the past seven months.
As we plan for the next year, the future is
strong, with great Board leadership, and
growth in our Young Adult Division and
Women’s Philanthropy. A new campaign
team is reaching out even further than ever
before, and the development of enhanced
relationships with our beneficiary agencies and other communal organiza-
tions will allow for even stronger cooperation.”

Bronstone also noted that the Allocations Committee of the Jewish
Federation is now tasked with having to decide how to apportion the mon-
eys raised by the CJA campaign among the 12 beneficiary agencies of the
Federation.

We’ll have more on the results of this year’s CJA’s campaign and how
those results will impact community agencies in a future issue.

By JULIE WIENER
(JTA) -- Ayelet Shaked (pronounced ShahKED), Israel’s

newly appointed justice minister and a member of the
right-wing Jewish Home party, has quickly risen to promi-
nence having served just two years in the Knesset. Here's
what you need to know about the 39-year-old (today's her
birthday) political celebrity.

She's seen as a poster child for Jewish Home's efforts to
reach beyond its Orthodox base.

A secular Jew from north Tel Aviv, Shaked is often
described as a symbol of the Jewish Home and larger set-
tler movement’s effort to appeal to a wider group of vot-
ers, and to overcome stereotypes of settlers and their sup-
porters as being religious, gun-toting fanatics. Although
she herself travels on Shabbat, she supports Orthodox bans
on public transportation during the Sabbath. However, she
also played a key role in passing a law (one that now is
expected to be reversed as a result of the haredi Orthodox
party United Torah Judaism joining Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s coalition) ending military service
exemptions for haredi Jews.

Before entering politics, she worked as a software engineer for Texas
Instruments.

Shaked served as an instructor in the Israel Defense Forces’ Golani
Brigade, where she first became interested in right-wing politics. After
earning a degree in electrical engineering and computer science at Tel Aviv
University, she began working for Texas Instruments. Before running for
Knesset with Jewish Home, she worked as Netanyahu’s office director for
two years, leaving together with Naftali Bennett, in 2008, reportedly
because of conflicts with Netanyahu’s wife, Sara.

Her Knesset record includes efforts to curb the High Court of Justice’s
power.

As a Knesset member, Shaked has pushed for passage of an amendment
that would limit the High Court of Justice’s power, and has been an advo-

cate for deporting African migrants, defending the government
policy of detaining them in a Negev facility. She also support-
ed the controversial “Jewish state” law, which would enshrine
Israel’s status as a Jewish state into law. (Critics of the law said
it undermined Israel’s democracy.)

She’s a fierce critic of Israel’s left and its media.
In an Op-Ed she published in Haaretz (responding to one

about her headlined “A Knesset member whose irresponsible
violence belies her appearance”) she described Israel’s politi-
cal left as “delusional” and having “lost every vestige of self-
control.”

She's married to a fighter pilot and has two young children. 
Shaked grew up in north Tel Aviv, the daughter of a politi-

cally left-wing Ashkenazi mother and a Likud-voting Iraqi
father, but has said politics was rarely discussed at home.
However, she has said that she’s been right wing since she was
a child and watched a televised debate between Yitzhak
Shamir and Shimon Peres, and her politics solidified during
her military service, when she became friendly with many
religious nationalists. She still lives in the same neighborhood
of Tel Aviv where she grew up, with her fighter pilot husband

and two young children.
She posted a controversial article on Facebook last summer, drawing a

flurry of attention and criticism.
The day the bodies of three kidnapped Israeli teens were found (and the

day before Jewish Israelis murdered Palestinian teen Mohammed Abu
Khdeir in a revenge attack), Shaked posted an article by Uri Elitzur that
called Palestinian children “little snakes” and argued that it was justified to
bomb civilians when they give shelter to “evil.”

She was named the best-looking female in the Knesset.
In a recent poll conducted by the Israeli Society of Plastic and Aesthetic

Surgery, Shaked beat out former fashion model Orly Levy-Abekasis of
Yisrael Beitenu, another right-wing party. (Yesh Atid's Yair Lapid was
named the best-looking man in the Knesset.)

Who is Ayelet Shaked, Israel's new justice minister?

Haredi Orthodox Israelis dodge draft law 

Yair Lapid, leader of Yesh
Atid, which based its 2013
electoral campaign on ending
the haredi draft exemption

(also named best looking
man in the Knesset)

Ayelet Shaked
newly appointed Israel

justice minister
(also named best looking

female in the Knesset)

Adam Bronstone
Jewish Federation

CEO
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prehensive plan to expand Jerusalem to the
west of the city. That plan was stymied by
strong lobbying from Israel’s Green move-
ment, which was concerned about protecting

the Jerusalem Forest  west of Jerusalem.
The result of the housing shortage has meant that housing prices are

extremely expensive. That has forced many younger people, including
many younger Haredim, to look elsewhere for housing, such as the newer
Jewish neighbourhoods and settlement blocs to the north, south and east of
the city.

(The Palestinians don’t leave, he noted, because those who do lose their
valued Israeli residency permits.)

There are now over 550,000 people – 10% of Israel’s population - living
over the Green Line (the 1948 armistice lines that have never been offi-
cially recognized internationally as a border), Shoval noted. 

While only one country – Micronesia – and some American evangelical
Christians accept the settlement blocs beyond the Green Line as part of
Jewish Israel, he reported, all Israelis do. And, he added, that in any peace
agreement with the Palestinians, these areas will remain part of Israel. The
Palestinians would be compensated with areas of land now in Israel prop-
er that border the Palestinian Authority’s domains.

In response to a question as to whether the PA would ever accept a peace
agreement without east Jerusalem as their capital, Shoval pointed out that
the PA have already built their legislature in Abu Dis, a place just outside
the city to the southeast and an area that is adjacent to the Old City walls.

As to the image in the outside world of Jerusalem being a dangerous and
violent city, Shoval again used statistics to refute that belief. Comparing
Jerusalem’s crime rates to Pittsburgh (where he spent a sabbatical), he
pointed out that in 2012, Jerusalem reported one murder per 100,000 peo-
ple as compared to 41 murders per 100,000 in Pittsburgh (which was only
the 18th worst result among American cities). In the same year, there were
just 13 robberies per 100,000 people in Jerusalem compared to 360 per
100,000 in Pittsburgh.

“Toronto has twice the rate of robberies and Vancouver three times the
rate of Jerusalem,” he said. “And Winnipeg has two times the rate of rob-
beries as Vancouver.”

Terror? There were nine terror-related deaths in Jerusalem last year, he
said – and that was the highest number in several years.

As for Palestinian views of the future, Shoval reported the results of a
2010-2011 survey that found that 40% of Palestinians living in Jerusalem
want to remain under Israeli governance, 30% say they would prefer living
in a Palestinian state and the others weren’t sure.

In introducing Professor Shoval, Margaret Shuckett, president of the
Winnipeg chapter of CFHU, noted that the Hebrew University – which is
celebrating its 90th anniversary this year, is the top-rated university in the
Middle East and is ranked 57th among the world’s universities.

She also encouraged those in attendance to consider signing up for the
Hebrew University’s annual Live and Learn Trip, which this year includes
a stop in Greece as well as Israel.

For further information, readers can call the CFHU office here at 204
942-3085.

Noam Shoval
Continued from page 1.



It occurred to me, after reading Alex Arenson’s
diatribe against President Obama on the opposite
page that Jewish right-wingers are in the ascen-
dancy - at least when it comes to the media
(although very likely when it comes to voting
trends as well).

To explain how Alex has begun writing for this
paper, quite some time ago he suggested to me
that he might like to pen a column - but it was

quite a while before he actually sent me something. I rather like his style,
although I agree with very little that he has to say.

Still, the idea of Canadian Jews finding themselves firmly in the
Conservative camp - along with being small-c conservatives generally, is
something of which I’ve been aware ever since Prime Minister Harper
made a deliberate effort to target Jewish voters. I suppose the turning point
came during Israel’s war with Hezbollah in 2009 when Harper came out
full score in defense of Israel’s position, while both the Liberals under
Michael Ignatieff and the NDP under Jack Layton equivocated - at best.

But, as we draw closer to a fall election, whether Jews will continue to
cast their support for Conservative candidates - and turn away once again
from their traditional allegiance to the Liberals, remains a tantalizing ques-
tion.

Here in Winnipeg we are watching a fascinating race developing in
Winnipeg South Centre between Liberal Jim Carr and the incumbent M.P.,
Conservative Joyce Bateman. I confess that I really like both of them Heck,
I used to be Joyce’s mailman back in the day. How much closer connection
can one have to someone when you can see what kind of mail they get?

As for Jim, I was once his student when he taught a course on Canadian
politics, although that course wasn’t for credit. I’ve always kidded Jim that
it helps to have the initials “J.C.”, following in the footsteps of Jean
Chretien and Jesus Christ - just to name two other prominent J.C.’s.

I had a conversation recently with a prominent Jewish Conservative
organizer who claimed that Bateman is well ahead of Carr in the polls.
When I wondered about the accuracy of that observation - only because
I’ve heard the opposite from Liberals in the area, it made me realize even
more firmly how much of a minority position I hold among Jews when it
comes to Stephen Harper.

Frankly, there isn’t much I like about Harper. I’m a small-l liberal, and
Harper’s consistent whittling away at many of the pillars of democratic
society - such as the restrictions he placed on government scientists from
speaking out on any issues, his neutralization of the parliamentary budget
officer and similar attacks on almost anyone who might offer criticism of
his government, along with a host of other acts intended to limit democra-
tic norms within Canada’s tradition of parliamentary democracy, keep me
from joining the ranks of Jews who say: “I may have voted Liberal in the
past but Harper is Israel’s best friend in the world, so we’ve got to vote for
him.”

Now that Israel has
what is undoubtedly its
most right-wing gov-
ernment ever, what  are
liberal Jews like me
going to do when it
comes to supporting
Israel? I like to think
that I can continue to
show support for Israel,
notwithstanding its
having become a semi-
theocracy, what with
right wing religious
parties holding the bal-
ance of power in
Netanyahu’s coalition
government. 

But the idea of “hare-
di” parties being able to
exercise control over so
many aspects of Israeli
life, from conversions
to marriages, and the
fact that young haredi
men are now apparent-
ly able to avoid the
draft once again (as if
the threat to draft hare-
di boys into the army
ever materialized into a
substantial practice),
makes me cringe. Why

on earth, I wonder, would anyone who isn’t fervently orthodox ever think
of making aliyah any more?

Speaking of right-
wing symbols, how
about that Omar
Khadr? It occurs to me
that Khadr has become
a sort of touchstone
for the Harper govern-
ment and symbolizes
their steadfast “war on
terror” in ways that are
so cynical, yet so
M a c h i a v e l l i a n l y
clever. Now, who in
their right mind could
show any sympathy
for the Khadr family
as a whole? If there is
any one example of
Canada’s misguided
immigration policies
under the Liberals, the
Khadr family is it. I
note that they’d been
laying extremely low
the entire time that
Omar Khadr’s release
under parole was
being contemplated.
I’m sure that the Conservatives would love nothing more than to have one
of those nutcase Khadrs spouting off about how lovely it is to be a martyr
for Islam and how awful a country Canada is.

Yet here we have young Omar, whose voice we’ve now had the opportu-
nity to hear for the very first time. Who knows what’s really going on in his
mind? As my review of a book (“The Fertile Soil of Jihad”, on page 7 of
this issue) about Muslim convicts in American prisoners who have gone on
to be jihadists upon their release from prison shows, it is very possible that
Omar Khadr is pulling off one elaborate con on all of us.

On the other hand, a few years ago I wrote a review of a fascinating book
titled “Son of Hamas”, which told the story of the son of one of the high-
est-ranking Hamas officials who became an agent for the Shin Bet. In that
case though the turning point came when Mosab Hassan Yousef, the pro-
tagonist of that story, found salvation through Christianity rather than
Islam. 

I suppose that what we’d all like to hear from Omar Khadr is a firm
denunciation of Islamic extremism in order for us to truly accept him back
into society. That isn’t likely to happen and unless it does, Khadr - and his
family (especially that unbelievably stupid mother of his) will remain a
symbol of everything Canadians fear about Muslims.

To return to the question of conservative parties being ascendant (and the
Alberta election is clearly an aberration, what with two conservative par-
ties splitting the vote instead of the more typical scenario wherein two left-
wing parties split the vote, as is the case federally in Canada), the politics
of fear certainly seem to be proving successful wherever they are bandied
about.

Whether it’s here in Canada, where Harper is capitalizing on the rather
nebulous threat that ISIS (or is it ISIL or Islamic State?) poses to Canada,
along with his continued “get tough on crime” pitch to woo just enough
voters away from the Liberals and NDP to win yet another election, or
Israel, where Netanyahu was able to scare enough voters with warnings
about “Arabs being bused to the polls” to gain the most votes in that coun-
try’s election, it’s voters’ fears of the aliens living within their midst that
seems to be very persuasive.

There really is no good counter to that kind of fear-mongering. As Jews,
we’ve often been in the position of serving as the aliens to be feared, so we
should understand full well how effective that kind of approach to the deep-
seated fears of voters can be. This is not to suggest that the threat of Islamic
extremism or Arab hostility to a Jewish state shouldn’t be taken seriously.
Rather, it should be kept in a proper perspective - and we should know
when we’re being bamboozled by cynical politicians who’ve realized
they’ve latched on to a winning issue predicated on fear of the unknown.
When I see Netanyahu and Harper engaging in such keen mutual admira-
tion - and proving so successful politically, I can’t help but think that what
they most admire about each other is their cynical disregard for democrat-
ic norms.

But, as I said, liberals like me are apparently in the minority, so all we can
do is watch as what were once two liberal societies - Canada’s and Israel’s,
drift ever rightward. 
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Some members of the lovely 
Khadr family in 2008

How about a reality series: “Life with the
Khadrs” or maybe “Welcome Back Khadr” -
in which each member of the family could talk
about how much they hate Canada, but please
make sure they  keep receiving all those great
Canadian benefits, especially health care,
when members of their family get themselves
injured while engaged in jihad against the infi-
dels?

Short takes
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Nero fiddles Obama golfs while Rome the U.S. burns

In March of  this
year, President
Obama flew to Palm
Springs on Air Force
One for a weekend of
golf with some old
buddies. He was
accompanied by a
large entourage of
secret service and
armed forces personnel (by some estimates about 200). In addition to Air
Force One (a converted 747) two huge Air Force cargo jets, full of equip-
ment and armoured vehicles, came with him.

The true cost is hard to quantify. Each hour flying Air Force One costs
$228,288. Ten hours comes to $2,282,880. Plus the entourage costs.

Plus the two other jets. A million dollars a day for the three days is prob-
ably an underestimate. This time the President didn’t even bother to sched-
ule a photo-op with a foreign head of state (on an earlier trip he met with
King Abdullah of Jordan) to help justify his profligate spending.

As of March 29th this year, Obama had golfed on 223 days since taking
office.  That’s 7.5 months devoted to golf.

While Obama was whacking a little white dimpled ball and luxuriating
with his buddies, let’s check out what many of his fellow Americans were
doing. Over 46 million of them were using food stamps to survive. Over 47
million were living below the official poverty line.

About 8.6 million, actively looking for work, were unemployed. Another
11.1 million were significantly underemployed. Millions, many of whom
must have voted for him, were working for the Federal minimum wage of
$7.25 per hour. That same minimum wage of $7.25 (less in many places if
the job features tips) is mandated in 22 states. A further 24 states are more

generous; setting minimum
wages ranging from $7.50
to $9.00 per hour. A family
of two with one wage earner
working full-time at $7.25
per hour would fall $850.00
below the official U.S.
poverty line. A family of six
with both parents working
full-time for the same mini-
mum wage would fall
$2410.00 below the poverty
line.

It’s bad enough that
Obama is selling out to the
terrorist State of Iran and
enabling its nuclear ambi-
tions. It’s bad enough that

he broke the law and freed five Taliban terrorists to secure the release of
the deserter Sgt. Bergdahl.

It’s bad enough that he’s dumping all over Canada by refusing to
approve, for discredited reasons, the Keystone XL Pipeline Project. But
indulging in lavish golf weekends in the face of such widespread poverty,
deprivation, and despair endured by millions of less fortunate Americans?

Ideas matter and symbolism matters. Great leaders understand this.
Winston Churchill understood this and single-handedly rallied the British
people during their darkest hour:

“…we shall fight on the beaches,
we shall fight on the landing grounds,
we shall fight in the fields and in the streets,
we shall fight in the hills,
we shall never surrender…”
President Obama’s version? He sends a secret letter to the Ayatollah rec-

ognizing Iran’s nuclear rights.
The difference between Churchill and Obama? In 1940-41 Churchill

slept in an underground bunker to escape the Blitz.
In 2015 Obama jetted 3000 miles and spent $1,000,000 a day so he could

whack a ball out of a fairway bunker following an errant tee shot.

By

ALEX ARENSON

Small correction to article
Hi Bernie,
Thank you for publishing the article on our (Bridges

for Peace) banquet. And thank you to Myron for
another excellent article.

There is one error with reference to our BFP pro-
grams that I would like to correct:

We serve 18 Israeli towns – 50-100 families in each
town.

Thanks again!!!!
Donald James (Rev.) BA, MDiv
National Development Director
Bridges for Peace Canada
204-804-3667 (cell) 204-489-3697 (office)

Support for Alex Arenson
I read with great interest Alex Arenson’s article

about Irwin Cotler’s vote regarding ISIS and
Canadian involvement in the war being fought
against them. I presently live in the United States and
would support a decision by the American govern-
ment to really try to stop ISIS by putting “boots on
the ground” - an expression which has been favoured
by the Obama government, but who have not shown
the courage to really confront these maniacs. I am
proud of the Harper Government for their support of
Israel and for any support they have given in the
Middle East to fight extremists who would kill us all
if they could have the opportunity. I have always
respected Irwin Cotler and have been proud of his
commitment to human rights and the Jewish people.
It is so hard to believe that he would oppose Canadian
involvement in a war against people who would erad-
icate all Western civilization - Jews, Christians,
Muslims, and any other group of people who don’t
exactly believe as they do.
Yours truly 
Jacqueline Simkin

Today - May 4,
2015, on the streets
of Tel Aviv one
might mistaken for
thinking they are in
Baltimore or anoth-
er American city.
The New York
Times reported:

“On Sunday evening, the demonstration took
a violent turn, with protesters hurling stones
and clashing with the police in Rabin Square.
Officers responded with stun grenades and
water cannons, according to the police.” 

Ethiopian-Israeli citizens strongly believe
that they are discriminated against and
harassed, they have been decrying this almost
since they arrived in Israel for more than 40
years. But now many are the children of immi-
grants expecting to get an equal part of the
Israeli economic miracle. But, just as in the
United States, racism exists. Like blacks in the
U.S., Ethiopian Israelis live in poverty in ghet-
tos. These young men are alienated from the
society in which they grew up. They want the
same quality education and housing that other
Israelis enjoy - today!

“Ethiopian activists recently told a parlia-
mentary committee that about 30 percent of
the juveniles in Israeli prisons were of
Ethiopian descent. A government official who
asked not to be named to discuss a politically
sensitive topic said the figure was actually
about 15 percent to 20 percent. Yet that is still
disproportionately high considering that
Ethiopian-Israelis make up less than 2 percent
of the country’s population of about 8 million.”

The problems in both the United States and
Israel are similar: soul-killing poverty.  If you

have no future and nothing to lose. why not
resort to violence and crime since no one
gives a damn about you? 

As well, similar to America, few Israeli
blacks have the necessary political power to
push needed social changes through.
“Ethiopians do not have their own political
party, though a few have been elected to
Parliament. In the Knesset that was elected in
March, a member of the governing Likud
Party is of Ethiopian descent. The results are
that the poor citizens will ultimately lose
hope and determination.” 

When I lived in Israel in the 1970s I remem-
ber attending protests in which the Israeli
Black Panthers spoke. (Ed. note: Those
“Black Panthers” were members of the
Sephardic community, however, in contrast to
the Ethiopians.)  As was the case in the U.S.,
they were a radical group that wanted radical
change. “What do we want?” an African taxi
driver told me last time I was in Israel: “We
need hope and it has been taken away from
our young people!”

Israel must address the concerns of these
Israeli citizens by ensuring they have proper
housing, education, and the skills to be
employed within a strong social-economic
infrastructure (which once existed within
Israeli society). The solutions are not difficult
to come up with, but getting the political wil to
make changes is! Until these problems are
appropriately addressed the same kind vio-
lence seen in Baltimore and Tel Aviv will only
continue. They are a product of any society
that has dysfunctional elements to it. Canada is
not immunized from the problem. The same
analysis applies to our poorly treated aborigi-
nal population.

By

ALAN LEVY

The difference between Churchill and Obama? In 1940-41 Churchill slept in an under-
ground bunker to escape the Blitz. In 2015 Obama jetted 3000 miles and spent $1,000,000
a day so he could whack a ball out of a fairway bunker following an errant tee shot.

Parallels between Baltimore and Tel Aviv 



Freda Steel recognized for contributions to legal profession, general community
The Manitoba Bar

Association has hon-
oured The Honourable
Madam Justice Freda
Steel with the MBA’s
2015 Distinguished
Service Award in
recognition of a life-
time of dedication and
service to the legal pro-

fession and the community as a whole.
“I was flattered,” says Steel of the award,

which she received at a ceremony on January 23.
“It’s nice to be honoured by your profession. But
I feel like I’m too young for this.”

Freda Steel comes from humble north end
roots. The daughter of Holocaust survivors
Morris and Sonia Steel, Freda was introduced to
community service early in life.

“One of my earliest memories,” Freda says,
“was going to Rovno Ladies Society teas with
my mother and putting money in a bowl for
Israel.”

She was encouraged to go into Law by her older
brother, Sam, who attended law school before her.
“I was majoring in sociology,” she recalls. “Sam
encouraged me to sit for the LSAT. I wrote it and
was accepted into law after just two years at uni-
versity.

“I fell in love with law school and the Socratic
method. To me, it was much like learning
Talmud.”

Steel graduated from law at the University of
Manitoba in 1975 and proceeded to earn a
Masters degree at Harvard. After Harvard, she
taught law at the University of Ottawa for four
years, returning to Winnipeg in 1982.

“I missed my family in Winnipeg,” she says. “I
also missed Winnipeg’s vibrant cultural and
social activities.”

Back in Winnipeg, Steel began teaching at the
University of Manitoba Faculty of Law and
doing some private practice. (She also met and

married fel-
low lawyer
David Gisser
shortly after
returning to
W i n n i p e g .
Their chil-
dren, Jason
and Meira,
are also prac-
tising law.)

“ T h r o u g h
my private
practice, I
b e c a m e
involved in
arbitration  -
particularly
labour and
human rights
issues,” she
says. “I
enjoyed that
work.”

Steel was
appointed to the Manitoba Court of Queen’s
bench in 1995 and promoted to the Manitoba
Court of Appeal in 2000. She was just the second
woman to be appointed to the Court of Appeal.
(Bonnie Helper was the first.)

“One of the most interesting changes in the last
40 years,” she observes, “is the much greater
number of women in the profession. There are
times early on when I would be the only woman
in the court room. Now, women make up 50% of
the enrollment in law schools.”

Although, she adds, a lot of women, particu-
larly in private practice, do drop out before
reaching the upper echelons. “The work-life bal-
ance is still an issue – for men as well as
women,” she says.

On the legal side, Steel has been heavily
involved in a large number of local and national
legal bodies as a board member or chair. She has
also played a prominent role over the years in
public legal education.

In our Jewish community, she has chaired the
former Ramah Hebrew School Board and the
Board of Jewish Education and played an active
role at different times on the board of the
Campus, the Rady Centre, the Federation and,
most recently, the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba.

From a judicial point of view, she notes, the
hardest part is determining sentencing. “The
media only provide people with a little snapshot
of what is involved,” she says. “The decisions
are difficult and community resources are limit-
ed.”

Family law cases, she adds, are the most diffi-
cult. “The emotional toll on families is enor-
mous,” she says. “I think these cases should be

handled outside the courtroom by
trained mediators instead of judges.
Parents should be spending the money
on their kids, not on legal fees.”

As of last May 1, Freda Steel
became a supernumerary judge
(meaning she has been semi-retired),
working 50% of the time. She has
been using her free time to do good
works elsewhere. She recently
returned from Vancouver where she
co-chaired a conference on criminal
law for judges. 

And she will soon be off to
Newfoundland to co-chair a confer-
ence on women and judges.

“It is one of life’s blessings when
you enjoy what you do,” she says. “I
love my work very much.”

* * * *

Jeffrey Schnoor 
Nunavut’s First Ethic’s Officer 

A contemporary of Freda Steel, Jeffrey
Schnoor began his legal career in 1978 in private
practice – but spent the bulk of his career in pub-
lic service – a 27-year span that included stints as
executive director of the Manitoba Law Reform
Commission, executive director of Policy
Development and Analysis inside the provincial
Justice Department, assistant Deputy Minister in
charge of the Courts Division and culminating
with his appointment as Deputy Minister of
Justice and Deputy Attorney General – the senior
non-partisan, unelected position in government. 

“I loved my public service career,” he says.
“Some of it was difficult and stressful, but it was
always interesting and enjoyable. I was at the
centre of everything and had a great opportunity
to make an impact.” 

Two years ago, Schnoor decided that it was
time to retire – but it turned out to be a short-
lived retirement. Late last year, the government
of the Territory of Nunavut came calling with an
enticing offer – the opportunity to serve as the
16-year-old territory’s first ethics officer – a
position that once again puts Schnoor potential-
ly in the centre of the action. 

“It’s really interesting work,” says the new
ethics officer of his new five-year (part time)
contract. “I will be receiving and investigating
allegations of wrong-doing in the Nunavut pub-
lic service. I am the equivalent of an ombudsman
(a position that Nunavut doesn’t have).”

Schnoor reports that Nunavut is a vast territo-
ry with a population of about 35,000 – who are
largely Inuit. It is a land whose communities are
connected by air and sea and there are no road
links between them.

The new ethics officer, who will be based in
Winnipeg, visited the territory in mid-March for
a week to get the lay of the land. The Minister of
Finance (under whose aegis he will be working)
introduced him to the Nunavut Legislative
Assembly, he met with deputy ministers, union
representatives and human rights workers and he
did radio and television interviews – all in the
cause of raising awareness of the new position.

“I just started getting calls and e-mails at the begin-
ning of April,” he reports. “Mostly the calls have
been people seeking information or advice.
Whistleblowers are supposed to bring their allega-
tions first to their managers. I only come into the pic-
ture if a public servant feels that the issue was not
dealt with to his satisfaction at the management level.

“I’m not expecting very many cases. From my
experience in government, I am confident that
most public servants are honest and work hard.

“I am looking forward to helping in the development
and maturation of the still relatively new Territory.”
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

JEFFREY SCHNOOR: “I am look-
ing forward to helping in the devel-
opment and maturation of the still
relatively new Territory,”

FREDA STEEL: “One of my earliest
memories was going to Rovno Ladies
Society teas with my mother and
putting money in a bowl for Israel.”



U.S. prisons were incubators for jihad
The Fertile Soil of Jihad
Written by Patrick T.
Dunleavy
Potomac Books, 
Washington, D.C.
Published 2011
142 pages
Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN

A couple of months ago my
friend Irwin Lipnowski gave
me this book to read, saying it
was a very important book. I
had other books on my reading
list ahead of The Fertile Soil of
Jihad so I didn’t get around to
reading it right away. In fact,
since I knew the book was writ-
ten in 2011, I wondered how
current its discussion of jihad
might be in light of rapidly
changing events in the world
today, especially the rise of
ISIS.

Let me quote from the book’s jacket though, to
give you an idea what this book is all about:

‘On January, 26, 1993, a young Palestinian man
named Abdel Nasser Zaben was arrested and incar-
cerated in New York City for kidnapping and rob-
bery. Just thirty days later, while he remained locked
up, radical Islamic fundamentalists detonated a
bomb in the World Trade Center. These two events,
connected by common threads, signaled the coming
of jihad to America. From the seemingly insular
environment of prison, this same young man,
thought to have been merely a common criminal,
swore allegiance to Osama bin Laden and began to
convert other young minds to the cause. A dangerous
terrorist recruitment “cell” had been born . How did
it happen?’

How it happened becomes the theme of this very
interesting, albeit extremely confusing book. The
author, Patrick T. Dunleavy, is the former deputy
inspector general of the Criminal Intelligence Unit
of the New York State Department of Correctional
Services. 

Dunleavy became a key figure in something called
“Operation Hades”, which was an investigation of
radical Islamic movements that were born within
prison walls, particularly in New York State.

In many ways The Fertile Soil of Jihad reads like
a thriller novel. As noted, the key figure throughout
the book is this Abdel Zaben character, who eventu-
ally is found to have developed an enormous ring of
contacts within the New York State prison system,
all dedicated to the cause of jihad.

How Zaben was able to circumvent the ostensible
strictures that one would think might be able to pre-
vent someone from, for all intents and purposes, wag-
ing war against the very state in which he lived while

imprisoned, pro-
vides a fascinating
lesson in bureau-
cratic inertia. That
Dunleavy was able
to piece together the
most minute details
of what Zaben was
apparently up to
from almost the
very moment he
was imprisoned in
1993 is a testament
to Dunleavy’s own
very impressive
investigative abili-
ties.

Yet, as I kept
reading this book –
and with growing
frustration at how
easily Zaben and

his acolytes were able to make
total fools of their supposed
captors, I had to keep asking
myself: How ridiculously far
has the defense of civil liber-
ties gone in the Unites States
to the point that imprisoned
inmates are able to hatch –
and carry out – conspiracies
with such terrible conse-
quences without fear of get-
ting caught?

One particular
aspect of Dunleavy’s
investigation that
gave me the most
cause for concern was
the pivotal role that
Islamic chaplains
played in aiding and
abetting Zaben’s
ongoing campaign of
jihad. Many of those
chaplains were them-

selves former inmates in the very same pris-
ons in which Zaben found himself - as he
was moved around within the New York
State prison system over the years. Not only
were these chaplains co-conspirators, it
turns out that their Muslim supervisors –
going all the way to the top of the New York
prison system, were also complicit in
fomenting jihad.

If one were to pick up this book and not be
aware that the events described within are all
based on carefully documented evidence,
one might be forgiven for saying this is noth-
ing more than a conspiracy campaign to
defame Muslims. The fact is, however, that
Abdel Zaben caused incalculable damage to
America – and other countries’ security,
through his machinations. Many of the con-
victs with which he came in contact ended
up going to the Middle East upon their
release, especially to Yemen, where they
joined Al Qaeda cells and became warriors
in the battle being waged by bin Laden and
his successors.

Since The Fertile Soil of Jihad was
released four years ago, one would hope that
the lessons offered by Dunleavy would have
been taken seriously by authorities within
America’s intelligence agencies – and within
the prison system. But, as we’ve seen time
and time again, bureaucratic infighting both
within those organizations and among them
often leads to ridiculous failures either to
analyze intelligence that has been carefully
and meticulously gathered by conscientious
operators within those agencies or to act
upon that intelligence even when it has been
studied.

As much as The Fertile Soil of Jihad is an
interesting study of one aspect of Islamic
jihad, it is a very dry read. Laden with a
never-ending series of acronyms (for the
myriad agencies tasked with maintaining
security at so many different levels in the
U.S. that it’s quite mind boggling), as well as
a revolving cast of characters, this is quite a
confusing book. 

Still, if you can wade through the enor-
mous amount of detail that Dunleavy pro-
vides about interviews, transcripts, and
recorded phone calls, The Fertile Soil of
Jihad provides a salutary lesson in not under-
estimating either the resolve or the intelli-
gence of jihadi warriors. To think though that
so many jihadists are able to carry on right
under the very noses of the individuals
tasked to prevent them from committing
mayhem does not provide much reassurance
for the rest of us.
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Books

• HOMES     • COTTAGES     • ADDITIONS
• RENOVATIONS   • WINDOWS + DOORS 

• ROOFING   • SIDING   • DECKS   • FOUNDATIONS 

Gimli (204) 642-8488 or Wpg. Direct: 757-2242

DESIGN SERVICE AVAILABLE
Dave LaRocque or Cliff SveinsonCall:
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Community news

The March of the
Living program first
began in 1988. Since then
Winnipeg has sent partici-
pants to 15 Marches. Over
350 Winnipeg students
have experienced the
March over the last 27
years..

Following is some information about next year’s
March of the Living, along with my own memories
of past Marches:

In Poland the program will include visits to a
number of Polish cities, towns and villages that
were once vibrant centres of Jewish life and learn-
ing including Warsaw, Krakow and Lublin. Participants will visit the con-
centration camps of Auschwitz-Birkenau, Majdanek, and Treblinka. where
much of European Jewry was annihilated. The experience in Poland will be
marked by special observances, culminating with the March of the Living
itself on Yom HaShaoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day). In Poland there
will be moments of hope and students will have the opportunity to connect
with a new generation of Polish Jews who are committed to keeping
Judaism alive in Poland. Students will meet one of the “Righteous Among
the Nations” and be inspired by the courageous stand they took in risking
their lives to save Jews during the Shoah.

In Israel – the program will combine visits to a number of exciting
places and ancient sites, including Jerusalem, Masada, the Negev Desert
and more. Participants will take part in many national and international
events organized specifically for the 2016 March of the Living. On Yom
Hazikaron – Israel’s Remembrance Day – students will take part in cere-
monies honouring Israel’s soldiers who gave their lives in defense of their
country. The next evening, Yom Ha’atzmaut, will include celebrations in
honour of the 68th anniversary of the establishment of the State of Israel. 

Over the last 15 years I have had the privilege of traveling with these stu-
dents on this amazing journey. Many people ask me why I continue to lead
this program, asking: “Once you see it – isn’t that enough?”

When I go – I see the program through the eyes of the students that I
take. Each time – it is like a new experience as I learn new things and the
students teach me as well. The sites remain the same but every time I go –
I experience something new. There are so many instances that stick out that
have made the March the program it is. I remember  the first time I was in
Warsaw – we were waiting in the hotel for lunch. A man came up to me and
asked me if he could speak to me. He told me that he lived in Israel but he
was from Poland. He explained that he had been in the Warsaw Ghetto and
if possible, could he speak to my students?

On another occasion we were outside of Warsaw at a memorial for Jews
who had been murdered – they were taken from their “shtetl”. As the Israeli 

guide was speaking, our Polish guide came up
with a gentleman beside him. He was around 70 years old. The guide
explained that this gentleman had been 17 when the Nazis came to the vil-
lage and took the Jews to murder them. He had felt awful that he was only
17 years of age at the time and that he couldn’t do anything to help save the
Jews. It had a profound effect on the students who were present. 

While these events affect everyone on the program – there is one instance
that had a particulalrly profound impact on me. We had just exited the cre-
matorium at Auschwitz and were standing near the Arbeit Macht Frei sign.
In Auschwitz, even though there are hundreds of people there at one time,
there is an eerie silence that surrounds the entire place. As the group was
listening to the Israeli guide, all of a sudden we heard a woman scream out
something. I quickly looked up to see what was happening. One of the par-
ticipants turned towards the couple that was coming towards us - it was his
aunt and uncle from Argentina! Here we were standing where one of the
most horrific events happened and where much of European Jewry was
annihilated. I thought to myself – the Nazis tried to eliminate the Jewish
people but they did not succeed. Sixty years later – we, the Jewish people
are strong. The Nazis were not successful and in front of me was proof. 

One cannot talk about thr journey in which these students participate
without talking about one of its most important components: the Holocaust
survivors that travel with us. For some this is the first time that they have
traveled back to a place with so many troubling memories. The courage it
takes them to overcome their fear and anxiety at times takes a heavy toll on
them. But I believe that, in different ways, this gives them the opportunity
to close a chapter in their lives. The participants gravitate and hang on
every word of the survivors and comfort them at every opportunity. In turn,
the survivors comfort the participants in their time of sorrow. It is said often
on the March that when you hear a survivor speak – you  become a witness.
The survivors encourage the participants to go back to their communities
and share, not only their stories, but what they experienced on the March
so that “Never Again” can such a tragedy take place... to become a witness
so that the chain cannot be broken.

Many of the survivors that I have met are the most amazing people - kind,
compassionate, passionate human beings. I
often wonder how they can be  like that when
they have suffered such horrendous atrocities?
What gave them the strength to carry on – con-
tinue living – marry and have children? These
survivors have inspired so many young minds.
They leave such an impression on those young
people - one that remains with them for years to
come. Many survivors say that their revenge is
that they are still living and have children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

One might think that going on the March
would answer many questions about the
Holocaust, but many participants come home
with many more. They come home with a desire
to make the world a better place for all. While I
have learned about the Holocaust for many
years, I don’t think I will every understand how
one human being could be so cruel to another
human being. Many people ask where God was
but the question is: Where was man?

Planning for the March of the Living 2016 is
now underway. If you are interested in finding
out more about this program, therewill an infor-
mation session on Thursday, May 21st at 7:00
pm. The meeting will be held in the Multi-
Purpose Room of the Asper Jewish Community
Campus, 123 Doncaster. For more information,
please contact me at 204-480-7550 or
rmalam@radyjcc.com

Roberta Malam is Assistant Program Director
of the Rady JCC.

2016 March of the Living information meeting May 21st

By

ROBERTA MALAM

March of the Living participants 
in Poland earlier this year

March of the Living participants 
in Israel earlier this year
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Health news

Sitting - the new smoking
The topic “Sitting is the New

Smoking,” was discussed by Dr. Dan
Timmerman, Lindenwoods
Chiropractic chiropractor, in the
Kroft Boardroom at the Rady JCC
from 11:30 am-1pm on April 22 as
part of the Rady Wellness Series.

We all know smoking is harmful to
our health, but how harmful is sitting?

Sedentary behavior, such as sitting, has been linked to premature
death and chronic conditions, regardless of smoking or exercise
habits. 

Timmerman began his talk by pointing out that, while smoking
is a choice, sitting is a daily reality for everyone. “The question
for me when I first heard this was, ‘Is it true?’” said the doctor.
“Is there some fact to…sitting causing just as much health con-
cerns or more than smoking?

“All these things we have, ipads and laptops, they are all tai-
lored for us to sit and not move. In that though, we know that just
simply the act of being inactive is bad for our health, but does it
go deeper than that?” 

Dr. Levine
It was Dr. James Levine, director of the Mayo Clinic, who

coined the phrase, “Sitting is the New Smoking.” Levine also
designed the treadmill desk that moves at about one mile per
hour, which, Timmerman said is “just enough to keep the body
moving, but still get work done without falling.” 

Dr. Levine concluded, after extensive research, that in fact sitting is more
dangerous than smoking, kills more people than HIV, and is more hazardous
than parachuting. 

Researchers have found that prolonged sitting increases the risk of develop-
ing several serious illnesses, such as Cancer and Type II Diabetes. 

“Another reason the smoking reference is relevant is that studies have
shown that long term effects of sitting are not reversible through exercise,”
said Timmerman. “For me, that was key.” 

Levine’s study
In his study, Dr. Levine looked at 123,000 Americans and found that a man

who spends six hours or more per day sitting increases his overall death rate
by 20 percent. And, the death rate for a woman who sits for more than six
hours per day was up 40 percent. 

“They found some other interesting things,” said Timmerman. “Smoking
one cigarette per day reduces your lifespan by 11 minutes, whereas sitting for
one hour can decrease your lifespan by 22 minutes. So, if you watch a Jets
game [that is] three hours long, that’s one hour off your life.

“Even in physically active people, sitting increases the risk, no matter how
active they are. If they sit at their jobs for eight hours, but then are active and
go to the gym, play sports – no matter what they do, they cannot undo the
effects of sitting. 

“Men and women who sit for more than six hours a day died earlier than
their counterparts with limited sitting to three hours or less per day. Heart dis-
ease and heart attacks were all higher in those who sat for more than six hours
per day.”

Method in taking breaks when sitting 
Timmerman explained that getting up every hour is completely different on

the body than sitting in one position for a fairly long stretch of time. 
“Exercise is not a perfect antidote for sitting,” heeded the doctor. “Sitting is

hazardous, it’s dangerous. But the key number is not an hour. It’s ideally 20
minutes. That’s the max stretch of time we want to sit. 

“Oddly enough, all that needs to be done to reset the damage happening in
your body is the act of standing up and sitting back down. 

“That’s how you press the reset button. You just need to stand up and sit
back down. So, yes, you can sit for three or four hours at a time, but, every 20
minutes, stand up.” 

Why sitting is so dangerous 
According to Timmerman, ligaments and muscles were not designed to hold

something in one position for a long period of time. “This is where the dam-
age accumulates, especially sitting,” said the doctor.

“The load on the lower part of the back and the neck goes up about 300 per-
cent. So, the discs, joints, and muscles…there is a 300 percent increased load
on them. That can cause more pain, suffering, numbness, tingling in the neck,
shoulders, arms, and legs. This is what we call ‘the easy stuff,’ just the joints.” 

Many other functions in the body require movement to work at their peak –
from healing to our overall energy level – all are all hampered by prolonged
sitting. 

Habit changing
Timmerman emphasizedthe need to break our prolonged sedentary habits.

“It takes 66 days to change a physical habit,” he said. “To change habits, it
takes time and constant repetition. But a lot of times, depending on what’s
happening, if someone’s been stuck like this for 30 years, now the body thinks
it’s totally normal.

“Even if we put them in this position, it may even hurt, because it’s going in
an opposite position and their bodies will fall back into their old position.” 

Just like any other change in life, Timmerman
advised starting small, with possibly the 20/20 rule.
“For every 20 minutes of sitting, ideally, we physi-
cally stand up for a few seconds,” he said. “That
breaks the habit of the body and resets the inactivity. 

“A timer is the only way to do that, because next
thing you know it’s been three hours.

“The more motion you do, the more it will break
the habit. Yes, you can stand up and sit down, that’s
fantastic. But, if you can add some movement with
that, even better – moving a little, shaking it up, and
then sitting back down. A step up from that could be
taking a drink of water or going to the washroom. 

“If you are at work, a good habit might be to put
your phone far enough so you had to get up to
answer it or just stand up while you’re taking a
phone call. You might find that you can think and
focus better on the conversation.”

Culture change
Timmerman gave many out-of-the-box ideas of

how to shift personal as well as cultural habits.
“How about standing board meetings?” he asked.
“Manitoba Hydro started to adopt standing meet-
ings. 

“Steve Jobs, from Apple, all his meetings were
standing meetings or walking meetings. For him,
most of his meetings were about creativity and

problem solving. Just like with kids, when are they the most creative or smart?
After recess, because of motion. 

“Use an exercise ball at your desk. The difference between a ball and a chair
is what? When you’re in motion, what happens to the muscles and ligaments?
A little motion stimulates the brain. 

“A standing desk is another option. Some have the option of lifting them up
and bringing them back down. So, I’d say you’d stand up for 20 or 40 min-
utes, flip back down and sit down, and do 20/20s, alternating like that during
the day.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

DR. DAN TIMMERMAN:
“Smoking one cigarette per
day reduces your lifespan by
11 minutes, whereas sitting for
one hour can decrease your
lifespan by 22 minutes.”
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TEL AVIV (JTA)
— A historically dis-
advantaged black
minority is galva-
nized when one of its
members appears to
suffer brutality at the
hands of police —
and the episode is

caught on video. Peaceful mass protests
devolve into violence. Police crack down in an
attempt to control crowds.

It’s not Baltimore or Ferguson. It’s Tel Aviv,
which was rocked by unrest Sunday after a
video of a uniformed Ethiopian-Israeli soldier,
Demas Pakada, being beaten by Israeli police
made the rounds online. Here are four things
you need to know about the Israeli demonstra-
tions.

A police beating sparked the protests.
The video that triggered the Tel Aviv protests

shows Pakada holding his bicycle on an empty
sidewalk. A police officer approaches him,
grabs him, punches him and pushes him to the
ground. Pakada then stands up and exchanges
words with the officer.

Chanting Sunday, May 4, in Tel Aviv, protesters invoked the name of
Yosef Salamsa — a 22-year-old Ethiopian-Israeli man who committed sui-
cide in July. Salamsa killed himself four months after police approached
him in a public park and accused him of breaking into a house, then tased
him before he was released. The deputy mayor of Salamsa’s coastal home-
town of Binyamina, Shlomi Salame, said the police “broke his spirit,”
according to the Israeli news website Walla.

But unlike in the United States, where a series of high-profile law
enforcement killings of unarmed black boys and men have made headlines,
until now there have been no known parallel cases with Ethiopians in
Israel.

On Monday, Pakada met with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
Monday along with a delegation of Ethiopian-Israeli community leaders.

But the protests are also responding to
Ethiopians’ systemic challenges.

Pakada’s beating triggered the protests,
including in Jerusalem several days earlier,
but it also unleashed long-simmering griev-
ances in the Ethiopian community. Protesters
said they were troubled by lagging education-
al opportunities, discrimination when apply-
ing for government jobs and high rates of
Ethiopian-Israelis in military prisons.

Israel has celebrated the approximately
125,000 Ethiopian immigrants who arrived
beginning in the mid-1980s through 2013.
And Israel’s government has provided a range
of benefits to Ethiopian-Israelis, from free
college tuition to lower mortgage rates. But
challenges remain.

Ethiopian-Israelis are overrepresented in
military prisons and underrepresented at the
nation’s universities. And in 2012, the aver-
age Ethiopian family’s income was just over
half the Israeli average.

“We want to receive rights just as we fulfill
our duties,” said Yosi Minyuv, 27, an
Ethiopian-Israeli who served four years in the

Israeli army, including as a combat officer. “We’re second-class citizens.
We want good work and they block us.”

The Tel Aviv demonstration began peacefully and ended in violence.
When protesters — Ethiopian and others — first gathered in Tel Aviv on

Sunday afternoon, they chanted and held signs as police stood at a distance.
As the protest swelled beyond 1,000 people, the demonstrators formed a
giant circle, blocking a major intersection and then marching down Tel
Aviv’s central Ayalon highway.

Protesters chanted slogans like “Whether black or white, we’re all peo-
ple” and “Every violent police officer needs to be put away.” They held
signs with slogans such as “Being black is not a crime.” Some waved
Israeli flags.

Clashes began as police cleared protesters
from the highway, and violence intensified as
thousands of demonstrators filled the central
Rabin Square. Fighting escalated as protesters
threw glass bottles and stones at police, and
police responded with stun grenades and a water
cannon. Demonstrators began to chant “police
state” and remained past midnight.

By the time the crowds dispersed, dozens of
people had been injured — including 56 police
officers. Blood stained the usually tranquil
square.

Despite challenges, some Ethiopian-Israelis
remain optimistic.

Even as protesters vented frustrations, many of
them said they felt a sense of belonging in Israel.
A large Israeli flag waved over the demonstra-
tion’s early hours, and Ethiopian-Israelis at the
protest proudly referenced their military service.
Protesters said that after serving in the Israel
Defense Forces and living in the state as loyal
citizens, they didn't feel the state treated them as
they deserved.

“I gave to the state because I’m part of the
country,” said Avi Sabahat, 27, who immigrated
to Israel from Ethiopia at age 4. “There’s some
hidden discrimination. It’s in the conscious and
the subconscious. There’s been a little improve-
ment, but you don’t feel it. There’s integration in
society, but not enough.”

Dana Sibaho, a 29-year-old Ethiopian-Israeli,
said that a decade ago, the older generation, who
had come to Israel as adults, were too focused on
their absorption to demand better treatment from
the state. But she said younger Ethiopians, either
born in Israel or having arrived as small chil-
dren, feel empowered to demand their rights.

“Things will change,” she said. “They won’t
silence us. Not like our parents, who accepted
things. We know what we’re up against. Now we
won’t shut up.”
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Gray Academy grad creates photo exhibit

Gray Academy graduate (this year) Gavin Adelman has creat-
ed an interesting exhibit using archives from the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada. 

The exhibit, which is on display on the second floor of the
Gray Academy is titled “A look book at Jewish youth activities
in Manitoba”. 

It features photos of Jewish youth activities from earlier
decades, including scenes from various camps and the Y.M.H.A.
on Hargrave Street.

The exhibit will be on display until June, at which time it will
be relocated to another part of the school. Gavin Adelman

Gray Academy grad who
created the exhibit

1964 YMHA ping pong champions
(top row l-r): BERNIE BELLAN,
MURRAY GILFIX, SAUL
GREENBERG; two boys in bottom
row are unidentified.

Why Ethiopian-Israelis took to Tel Aviv’s streets

By

BEN SALES

The “Playboys” - a 1964 Y.M.H.A. Juvenile B
club that included among its members Shaarey
Zedek Executive Director Ian Staniloff, along
with Gray Academy Head of School Rory Paul
and school Vice-Principal Hart Sera.

The Tel Aviv demonstration began peacefully and
ended in violence Sunday, May 4.
When protesters — Ethiopian and others — first
gathered in Tel Aviv on Sunday afternoon, they
chanted and held signs as police stood at a distance.
As the protest swelled beyond 1,000 people, the
demonstrators formed a giant circle, blocking a
major intersection and then marching down Tel
Aviv’s central Ayalon highway.



(JTA) – Dave Goldberg, the CEO of Survey Monkey and husband of
“Lean In” author Sheryl Sandberg, died suddenly after exercising while on
vacation. 

Goldberg, 47, was at a resort in Mexico on Friday with family and

friends, the New York Times reported Monday. The cause of death was not
immediately announced and was the subject of much media speculation. 

“Efforts to revive him at the gym and the hospital were unsuccessful,” a
person close to the family who did not want to be identified told the Times. 

Goldberg and Sandberg, the chief operating
officer of Facebook, were married in 2004 and
have two children. 

Goldberg joined Survey Monkey, an online
cloud-based company that helps organizations
conduct surveys, in 2008. He previously
worked at Capitol Records and founded a
music company called Launch Media, which
was bought by Yahoo in 2006. 

Sandberg has not publicly commented on her
husband’s death. 
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D. Chochinov, B. Sc. FCGA
S. Chochinov, B. Comm. (Hons.), CGA
T. Curry, B. Sc., CGA

Accounting & Auditing
Business Valuations
Personal & Corporate 
Tax Planning
Financial Planning

1250 - 363 Broadway Ave.
Winnipeg, Manitoba
R3C 3N9
Tel. (204) 956-1685
Fax (204) 957-7694

Proud to be accountants for

Happy Shavuot

Women get together to walk...and bake - in a “Labour of Love”
Ed. note: We received the following e-mail from Randee Pollock, who

asked whether we could assist in promoting a very worthy endavour in
which she and a group of women are involved:

Dear Bernie,
I hope you’re doing well and enjoying the nice weather. It seems as

though many people are outside exercising after a long winter, which is
what inspired me to write this letter to you. As the Challenge for Life 20
km walk for CancerCare Manitoba quickly approaches on June 13, I would
like to share a story about love…a labour of love so to speak.

A few years ago, I was asked to join a team of incredible women, known
as the Serratus Superstars, to complete the 20 km Challenge for Life walk
in an effort to raise money for CancerCare. This is an annual fundraiser,
specific to Manitoba that began in 2008, whereby each participant must
raise a minimum of $1,000. The walk also raises awareness and encourages
people to take an active role in their physical health to reduce the risk of
cancer. The Serratus Superstars are not only gym buddies who exercise
together on a regular basis; they also have close friendships outside the
gym and have all been touched by cancer in some way. I don’t consider
myself an avid fitness person but I enjoy the challenge of fundraising, espe-
cially for CancerCare, and decided that a good workout in the process can’t
hurt. I lost my mother in 1997 to breast cancer, so this cause is very dear to
my heart.

I joined the team in 2011 and have never looked back. The dedication and
motivation of this team, not to mention the camaraderie amongst the
women, is beyond description. Preparation for the walk includes regular
practice walks in different parts of the city and often a cup of coffee to
catch up on our lives, our kids, our jobs, etc. Around 6 years ago, the team
decided to have a bake sale at the home of one of its members in an effort
to raise more money, above and beyond the personal $1000 goal. Soaring
sales led to larger venues the following years, namely Health Sciences
Centre and CancerCare Manitoba. The results of the bake sale have been so
successful that we have made it an annual event (always before the May
long weekend) and have raised more than $10,000 to date. I forgot to men-
tion that these women are not only interested in keeping their bodies firm
and toned; they are also exceptional bakers. Because there is such great
demand for our baking, we now have a pre-sale the night before the actual
sale, at the home of one of the team founders. All the team members bake
their specialties and the team also accepts baking from friends and family.
Prior to the pre-sale, the team gets together to seal and wrap the baked
goods and adds the final touches with ribbons and bows, which makes the
living room look like a well-designed bakery. Once the doors open, the
cookies, loaves, cakes, squares, dainties, biscotti, etc. are purchased, and an
ample supply is set aside for the CancerCare sale. We even include sugar
free and gluten free products. What I find most interesting is that we buy
each other’s baking! It doesn’t matter that we all invest a great deal of time,
energy and money in our own baking and are happy to donate it for the
cause. Somehow we want to sample each other’s delicacies, so we support
one another while supporting the cause. Some people even “buy back” their
own baking. This is what I consider a true “labour of love”.

Last year was our most successful year to date. We raised approximately
$3700 in baked goods alone. Not bad for a group of friends who appreci-

ate the merits of exercise, baking and philanthropy! Who knows, maybe
we’ll create a Serratus Superstars cookbook!! Our annual bake sale will be
held on May 15 at CancerCare Manitoba from 9:00-1:00. Donations to
Challenge for Life can also be made online to any of the participating walk-
ers or teams. We appreciate all the support from family, friends and com-
munity, and always welcome new team members, especially those with
culinary talents!
Best regards,
Randee Pollock

In the photo with the baking, from left to right: Esther Penner, Sharon
Tritt, Debby Brown, Dawn Hanson, Pam Vine, Cathy Moser, Leanne
Zimmer, Harriet Zimmer, Randee Pollock

Team Serratus walkers, 2014
Back row: Becky Kaufmann, Sharon Tritt, Cathy Moser, Harriet
Zimmer, Monica Newman, Randee Pollock
Front row: Esther Penner, Corwin Materuk, Leanne Zimmer, Faren
Bernstein, Mickey Wener

Dave Goldberg, husband of Facebook’s Sheryl Sandberg, dies after exercising



As has become our practice in past issues,
once again we present reviews of some of the
films that will be screened at this year’s Jewish
Film Festival. We are told that tickets have been
selling briskly, so it might be a good idea not to
procrastinate buying your tickets if you’re at all
considering going to watch any of the films.

One further note: The films that Martin Zeilig
and I reviewed were chosen quite arbitrarily.
Although we both agreed that each of the films
that we watched were uniformly excellent, this is

likely more a reflection of the overall quality of
this year’s 11 films – and the care with which
they were chosen by the festival’s producers,
especially Tamar Barr of the Rady JCC.

“Ida” – Academy Award winner,
best foreign language film: 

What more needs to be said to tell
you how good this film is?

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
Shot in stark tones of black and white, “Ida”

evokes the films of famed Swedish director
Ingmar Bergman. With long interludes without
any spoken dialogue at all, Polish director Pawel
Pawilokowski dwells on imagery more so than
dialogue in long stretches of this film.

Set in 1962 Poland, young Anna is a novitiate
nun in a convent about to take her vows when
she is sent to live with her aunt Wanda.

Wanda is a fascinating character – and, fur-
thermore, she’s Jewish…which leads to Anna’s
discovery that she, too, is Jewish, and that her
birth name was Ida.

Together the two of them embark on a voyage
of self-discovery, with Wanda taking Ida on a
hunt for her roots. 

There are some very funny scenes in this
movie, but those are overshadowed by the much
darker scenes. 

Last year the Jewish Film Festival here
screened a film titled “Aftermath”, also a film
set in Poland that dealt with the uncovering of
deep, dark secrets. In that case though
“Aftermath” probed issues of Polish collabora-
tion with the Nazis and how Poles refused to
come to terms with their guilt, while “Ida” has
more to do with the psychic trauma inflicted on
Jewish survivors of the Holocaust.

“Ida” is dark, but deeply moving. As one
would expect from an Academy Award winner,
the performances of the two lead actresses are
astonishing. This is a can’t miss film.

“Zero Motivation” an often
hilarious look at Israeli army life

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
Over the years I have been continually

impressed by the high quality of Israeli films,
both by the degree of their craftsmanship, and by
their very original plots. In some ways, watching
Israeli films during the Jewish Film Festivals

these past few years provides a reminder how
thoughtfully told stories that don’t rely on
pyrotechnics have become such scarce com-
modities in our theatres. 

“Zero Motivation” is a film that would espe-
cially appeal to a younger audience, as it deals
with experiences of young female soldiers in the
Israeli army. At its core though this film is a
satire of army life, peeling back the monotony
that really underlies a soldier’s life.

The young women who are depicted in the
film spend much of their time thinking of ways
to avoid doing any work at all – as they are all
assigned to extremely boring office jobs. Two of
the lead characters start out as fast friends, but as
the story develops, their friendship turns sour.
Divided into three acts “Zero Motivation” focus-
es on the lives of those two young soldiers, Daffi
and Zohar, along with their poor, beleaguered
commanding officer, Rama. 

At times there are some horrific scenes in the
movie, but they have nothing to do with any-
thing occurring on the battlefield. One thing I’ve
discovered through watching many Israeli films
over the years though: Israeli filmmakers seem
intent on peeling back the layers of Israeli soci-
ety to reveal the true underbelly of that society –
whether it’s in the relationships of Jews and
Arabs (and to catch a glimpse of that reality, go
to see “Bethlehem”) or, as is the case with “Zero
Motivation”, how tedious and banal army life
really is.

Yet, what distinguishes the Israeli films that I
have seen these past few years is not just the
harsh light that they are willing to shine on
Israeli life, it is the fascinating variety of subjects
with which they deal. No doubt the degree to
which Israeli films are circumscribed by low
budgets forces filmmakers to come up with
interesting and varied stories to tell. 

As much as “Zero Motivation” has been com-
pared to “M*A*S*H” in its sharp satire, I rather
see it as a darker version of “Stripes” – that hilar-
ious Ivan Reitman film which starred Billy
Murray, Harold Ramis, and John Candy. Just
imagine though if “Stripes” had a really dark
streak to it – which it didn’t. Leave it to the
Israelis to point out so much of the hypocrisy
that surrounds what is probably the country’s
most cherished institution: the army. I’m not
sure this would make a good recruitment vehicle
for any young woman considering enlisting in
the I.D.F. – unless you’re really into snacking! 
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Reviews of four films to be screened at the Jewish Film Festival



“At some point, when Eichmann was captured by Mossad, Mengele dis-
appeared and reappeared in Paraguay six months later,” said Puenzo dur-
ing an interview with the Jewish News Online (Britain’s biggest Jewish
newspaper) on August 7, 2014.

“The film is set during those six months, where his tracks were lost for
some time. Some peo-
ple say he was in
Bariloche (the moun-
tain resort community
in Patagonia) at some
point. The family with
whom he lives is fic-
tional, although they
could have been real.
Nora Eldoc, the
Israeli spy, is a true-
life character based on
a woman who was
found murdered a few
days after Mengele is
supposed to have left
Bariloche.”

The German Doctor
also reveals how pro-
Nazi elements in
Argentina’s German
community helped
conceal Mengele
(among other war
criminals). 

Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG
The Argentinean movie, “The

German Doctor”, which was selected
as Argentina’s entry at the Academy
Awards in 2013, is a blend of fact and
fiction.

Writer-director Lucia Puenzo has
crafted a suspenseful, unsettling and
not implausible story about Nazi war
criminal Josef Mengele (1911- 1979)
during his relatively brief time in
Argentina after evading capture in the
chaotic aftermath of post-war Europe.
The film is based on Puenzo’s fifth
novel.

Mengele, played with a sense of sin-
ister superiority by the superb Spanish
actor Àlex Brendemühl, was known as
“The Angel Of Death” in Auschwitz.

Along with other Nazi doctors at the
death camps, he tortured men, women
and children and did medical experi-
ments of unspeakable horror during the
Holocaust, notes online historical infor-
mation. 

In the film, Mengele, who goes by the alias Helmut Gregor, befriends an
Argentinean family, who entrust (although reluctantly so on the father’s
part) their somewhat undersized 12 year-old daughter, Lilith, played with
a wide-eyed whimsical insouciance by Florencia Bado, to his care,
unaware that he is one of the world’s most hunted men.

“24 Days” tells true story of kidnapping
Reviewed by 
MARTIN ZEILIG

Sitting on a park bench and
wearing a long wool overcoat
and with a thick scarf around
her neck, French Jewish actress
Zabou Breitman’s lustrous dark
eyes stare straight into the cam-
era as she addresses the viewer:

“My name is Ruth Halimi. I
have three children. It was a
cold winter day, and my life
suddenly fell apart.”

So begins the movie “24
Days”, an intense and fast-
moving drama by French direc-
tor Alexandre Arcady.

It deals with the kidnapping
and torture case of Ruth’s 23
year old son, Ilan Halimi, of
Moraccan Jewish descent. On
January 20, 2006, he was lured
by a beautiful young woman,
who called herself Yalda (of
French-Iranian origin), to an apartment block in the Parisian banlieues –
the poor suburbs ringing the French Capital.

Halimi, who is played by Syrus Shahidi, was then besieged by a youth
gang and kept prisoner for twenty-four days.

Halimi was found naked, handcuffed, and, as details found on Wikipedia
state, “bound with nylon rope to a tree about 40 yards (37 metres) inside a
woodlot near a railway station, just outside Paris,” on February 13, 2006.

Halimi died en route to a hospital.
It was a story that riveted France, and made international headlines, both

because of the fear of a revival of Anti-Semitism (because the crime was
motivated by Anti-Semitism and money), and also due to the brutal nature
of the crime.

For 24 days the police dogmatically dealt with the case as a standard “for-
ransom kidnapping,” as the head detective says, and did not recognize the
Anti-Semitic hatred of Halimi’s abductors.

Many chances to save Ilan are missed or wasted as his family receives
many hundreds of phone calls, insults, threats, photographs and sound
recordings of their tortured son.

“The Halimi murder, which sent shock waves through France, predated
the fatal shootings of Jews outside a school in Toulouse by six years. But
what makes ‘24 Days’ especially powerful today is not so much its focus
on the dangerous wave of anti-Semitism sweeping through a country that
is home to Europe’s largest Jewish community,” wrote reviewer Judy Maltz
in Haaretz after seeing the movie at the 2014 Jerusalem Film Festival.

“Rather, it is its ability to show how humans can descend into barbarity
when driven by hate and prejudice.”

Her comments are right on the mark.
It’s a film not to be missed.
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Online booking available on website: 
www.lakelandgolfmanagement.com

Local number: 204-642-8858 
Toll free: 1-844-575-4657
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Argentinean film explores Mengele’s possible whereabouts in 
Argentina at time of Eichmann’s capture
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Body of Israeli hiker retrieved by army buddies in Nepal
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The body of Israeli hiker Or Asraf was retrieved from a remote area of

Nepal and will be returned to Israel. 
The Israel rescue teams on Monday took the body extracted from a rocky mountainside in the

Langtang area and airlifted it to Kathmandu. It was scheduled to be flown to Israel on Tuesday,
according to reports. 

Several of Asraf’s army comrades and his commander, who had arrived in Kathmandu last week
to join in the search, carried the body on a stretcher after extracting it from a mountainside struck
by rock slides and sent a message to his mother: “This is our last journey with our friend. We are
bringing him home to you,” the IDF said in a statement. 

Several European hikers also died in the same area, which was hit by rock slides and heavy rain
in the wake of the 7.8 magnitude earthquake that hit Nepal on April 25. 

Asraf, 22, had been traveling with members of his former Israeli army unit, but left for a hike on
his own shortly before the quake hit. The death toll as of Monday morning was at least 7,200.
Hundreds of Israelis were in the area at the time of the quake; Asraf was the only Israeli fatality. 

Asraf, who was injured in Israel’s operation in Gaza last summer, was on a trip to far-flung places
that was due to end in July. While on his trip, he kept in touch with the mothers of his friends who
fell during Operation Protective Edge, including taking pictures of himself holding his friends’
photo in the exotic places, according to the IDF. He volunteered at schools and agricultural villages
in Nepal during his time there. 
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International author and renowned speaker
Mrs. Rivkah Slonim will be in Winnipeg on
Monday, May 18, 2015, to offer a fast paced,
honest, contemporary look at Mikvah; one of
Judaism’s most central —yet widely misunder-
stood— Biblical commandments. Discover the
spiritual, metaphysical, physiological and prac-
tical aspects of intimacy from a Jewish perspec-
tive and what it means to connect at this deep-
est of levels. 

The lecture will be followed by a Q&A ses-
sion, book signing, and a delicious buffet of
Sushi & Wine. 

Mrs. Rivkah Slonim is the education director
at the Rohr Chabad Center for Jewish Student
Life and a lecturer on Jewish Medical Ethics at
Binghamton University. A self-described

“Chassidic Feminist”, she lectures internation-
ally on the intersection of Jewish observance
and contemporary life with a special focus on
Jewish women.

This is the third of a three-part lecture series
presented by the Jewish Learning Institute
(JLI). Each lecture is followed by a delicious
buffet to nourish body, mind and spirit. Tickets
purchased in advance are $18 per person and can
be purchased online at www.ChabadWinnipeg.org
or by calling (204) 339-8737. Event sponsor-
ship’s are $180 and include two tickets, VIP
seating and complimentary valet parking. 

Make it a Kosher Night Out!

This project was funded in part by a grant
from the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Guest Speaker Rivkah Slonim to present 
a Jewish Perspective on Intimacy at Kosher Night Out,

on Monday, May 18th

Due to the inclement weather on May 7, the annual Chabad Lag Ba’Omer BBQ, which was
scheduled to be have been held in Joe Malone Park (the park adjacent to the Jewish Learning
Centre), was moved inside.

Although there were still games, entertainment, and of course - food (no Jewish holiday would
be complete without that!), unfortunately, the pony rides and kite flying were canceled. Still, from
the pictures here, it appears that a good time was had by all.

Chabad moves its Lag Ba’Omer BBQ indoors May 7 Gang attacks 2 Jewish men in Paris
(JTA) – Two Jewish men were attacked in Paris

by a gang estimated at 40 people. 
The victims, in their early 20s, were slightly

injured in the Friday afternoon attack May 1 in an
area that is home to many Jewish-owned business-
es, according to a report by France’s National
Bureau for Vigilance Against Anti-Semitism, or
BNVCA. The assailants were identified as members
of Gaza Firm, a pro-Palestinian group that is
involved in the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
movement, according to JSSNews, which first
reported the attack. 

The attack took place on Voltaire Boulevard, the
site of the 2006 kidnapping of Ilan Halimi, in the
11th arrondissement, or district. 

(The upcoming Jewish Film Festival will be
screening a film about the Halimi kidnapping titled
“24 Days”. For a review of that film turn to page
13.)

Members of the Jewish community volunteered to
protect the Jewish-owned businesses in the wake of
the attack, according to BNVCA. 

Police sent officers to the scene to prevent an
escalation and have opened an investigation into the
attack. 

Halimi was a 23-year-old French Jewish phone
salesman who was tortured and starved for more
than three weeks while a gang negotiated with his
family to obtain ransom. He was found naked and
handcuffed in a Paris suburb on Feb. 13, 2006, with
burns on 80 percent of his body, and died on his way
to the hospital. 

Some 851 anti-Semitic acts were registered in
2014, compared with 423 the previous year, with
acts of physical violence jumping to 241 from 105,
according to the SPCJ security unit of French
Jewish communities. 



Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
If the newly revived Winnipeg

Jewish Theatre wanted to come back
with a resounding splash, it’s cer-
tainly done that with its latest pro-
duction: “Bad Jews”.

There’s something about relatives
gathering together for a shiva that
inspires electric dialogue, what with
Jonathan Tropper’s novel “This is
Where I Leave You” (which was
turned into a pretty good film last
year) also treading on similar ground
as “Bad Jews”. 

Interestingly, as I was watching
WJT’s excellent production of “Bad
Jews”, I kept wondering about the
respective backgrounds of Joshua
Harmon, the  “Bad Jews” playwright, and Tropper. They’re both New
Yorkers (although Harmon was born in Massachusetts); Tropper was born
in 1970, Harmon in 1971. They’ve both been inspired by their own back-
grounds to write about what they know best: Growing up Jewish and, in
both “This is Where I Leave You” and “Bad Jews”, an attractive “shiksa”
is brought to a shiva by a brother who is on less than good terms with one
or more of his relatives. It left me wondering: Is there any other ethnic
group that can continually provide such rich material – both comedic and
dramatic, that resonates so universally
with audiences everywhere?

Not that the almost totally Jewish audi-
ence that was watching “Bad Jews” the
night I was there wouldn’t be feeling quite
uncomfortable watching this particular
play. There are more than enough refer-
ences to stereotypical notions of what it
means to be Jewish that would probably
arouse anger in anyone who might be tired
of those stereotypes.  The acerbically foul-
mouthed Dafna  (played brilliantly by
Connie Manfredi), for instance, with her wild mane of hair, plays to the
notion that Jewish girls may be short on looks, but they certainly make up
for it with their brains.

In contrast with the “won’t shut up” Dafna, we have the pleasant and
cutish (although she seemed so awfully young) Melody (played by Andrea
Del Campo), who seems to be a few bricks short of a load. (When Dafna
comments about the musical note that Melody has tattooed on her leg,
Melody explains that she has it to remind herself that she likes music.)

The two male characters – Jonah (played by Kristian Jordan), and his
older brother Liam (played by Justin Otto), are, in turns, either totally taken
aback by Dafna’s unremitting attacks on Liam or, in the case of Liam, pro-
voked into fighting back just as viciously. Poor Liam, for instance, is forced
to defend his and his girlfriend’s honour when all they wanted to do was
find a place to bed down for the night before attending Liam’s (and Dafna’s
and Jonah’s) late grandfather’s shiva the next day. Could anyone blame him
for responding to Dafna’s barbs by making pointed references to, not only 

the hair on her head, but other more personal parts of her body as well?

In fact, as I was listening to the increasingly self-righteous Dafna trum-
pet her superiority over Liam (whom she would often refer to derisively as
“Shlomo”, his true birth name), I kept asking myself: “Would non-Jews
watching this really think this is what Jewish girls are like?” Again, she
reminded me so much of another modern Jewish grade A bitch, “Suzie”,

from Larry David’s “Curb Your Enthusiasm”.

If, as Kevin Prokosh noted in his review of
“Bad Jews”, it can be compared to “Who’s
Afraid of Virginia Woolf” in terms of how a
male and female character savage each other,
does peeling back the past between two char-
acters ever lead to pleasant memories? While it
certainly didn’t engender the kind of incendi-
ary dialogue that pervaded “Bad Jews”, per-
haps the best scene was one in which both
Dafna and Liam reminisce about a family din-
ner at a Chinese restaurant that had disastrous
consequences. I could have used a few more

scenes like that to relieve the tension occasionally.

More than anything though, “Bad Jews” is about coming to terms with
Jewish identity in 2015. Dafna harps on her moving to Israel to live an
observant life with her Israeli soldier boyfriend Gilad, while Liam is work-
ing on his PhD about Japanese culture and is about to propose to Melody
(whom Dafna derides as having come from Delaware; in a hilarious segue,
she launches into a diatribe against rich WASPs from Delaware). If Dafna
is more “Jewish” than Liam, then I think I’d rather be less Jewish and more
like Liam, whose essential decency is partly stripped away as a result of his
having to defend his – and Melody’s honour, from Dafna’s stinging criti-
cisms.

“Bad Jews” is certainly thought-provoking. Still, I was left wondering
whether it resonates differently with non-Jews than Jews. I’d be curious to
hear from others on this point.

“Bad Jews” is on at the Berney Theatre until May 17. For ticket infor-
mation go to www.wjt.ca or call 204-477-7478.
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Cast members (L-R) Liam (Justin Otto), Melody
(Andrea del Campo), Dafna (Connie Manfredi), and
Jonah (Kristian Jordan) discuss the importance of
their grandfather’s Chai. Matt Duboff photo

Dafna tries to rationalize with Liam why it’s so
important to her that she get their grandfather
Chai. Matt Duboff photo

By ZACHARY SOLOMON
(Jewniverse via JTA) — Like Rodgers

and Hammerstein before them, Leiber and
Stoller were a songwriting duo to the stars.

Jerry Leiber and Mike Stoller, both born in
1933 to Jewish families in Baltimore and on
Long Island, respectively, met in Los
Angeles as teenagers and bonded over a
mutual love of blues and R&B. With
Stoller’s compositional acumen and Leiber’s
talent as a wordsmith, they quickly found
between them a sparkling collaborative ener-
gy.

The partners were unstoppable in the 1950s
and ‘60s, pumping out hits like “Jailhouse
Rock,” “Loving You,” “Stand By Me” and
“Love Potion No. 9” – all of which would
become beloved radio earworms – for artists

such as Ben E. King, The Clovers and, of
course, Elvis Presley.

In 1955, Stoller and his wife traveled to
France to meet “La Mome Piaf,” the great
Edith Piaf, who had sung a translated ver-
sion of a tune he and Leiber penned.
During their return, their ship, the SS
Andrea Doria, was hit; Stoller and his wife
were rescued and made it back safely to
the States. Leiber met his friend at the
docks with some good news: “Hound
Dog” had become a hit for Elvis Presley.

Stoller’s response: “Elvis who?”
(Zachary Solomon is a Brooklyn-based

writer and current Fiction MFA candidate
at Brooklyn College. You can find him
at zacharycsolomon.wordpress.com and
on Twitter at @z_solomon.)

The Jewish Songwriters Behind the Elvis Presley Hit Machine

“Bad Jews” intended to upset you – especially if you’re Jewish

From left, Mike Stoller, Elvis Presley and Jerry Leiber at
MGM Studios in 1957

More than anything though, “Bad
Jews” is about coming to terms with
Jewish identity in 2015. Dafna
harps on her moving to Israel to live
an observant life with her Israeli
soldier boyfriend Gilad, while Liam
is working on his PhD about
Japanese culture... 
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The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady Jewish
Community Centre are proud and excited to bring the 7th Mameloshen:
Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture to Winnipeggers this spring. 

The Festival opens with The Maslowsky Family’s Yiddishe Concert.

One of the great musical families of the fabled North End reunites on stage
for Mameloshen 2015. Debbie and Jerry Maslowsky bring alive their spe-
cial take on Yiddish hits from their decades long repertoire. 

Jerry attended the Peretz School with his first singing concert in grade
two. He has since performed for over 50 years
at various Jewish functions throughout the city
including recently the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble’s 50th Anniversary Reunion. He
spent 18 years with Chai and performed over
100 shows at the Hollow Mug Dinner Theatre.

“Our parents provided a home full of music
and laughter”, says Jerry, “Our years at Peretz
School furthered our love of Yiddish music. We
are honoured to be part of this wonderful cele-
bration of Yiddish culture and look forward to
sharing our love of Yiddish music and laughter
as well!”

Debbie began performing with the Sarah
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble and later as a pro-
fessional actor with Rainbow Stage, Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre and the Manitoba Theatre
Centre, most recently as a lead in their produc-
tion of Cabaret. Debbie was last seen on the
Mameloshen stage in A Tribute to the Barry
Sisters and Fiddler on the Roof and last summer
she was inducted onto the Rainbow Stage Wall
of Fame.

“I remember being called into a meeting
many years ago with Laurie Mainster, Tamar
Barr and Kinsey Posen to discuss the potential
for a Yiddish Festival called Mameloshen.”
says Debbie, “Sounded like an interesting
‘dream’ at the time. Here we are all these years
later and I feel so very lucky to be performing in
my third ‘dream’ celebration with my brother.”

Back by popular demand, the Gray Academy
of Jewish Education Yiddish Choir will be
sure to dazzle the audience for their seventh
appearance at Mameloshen under the direction
of David Vamos. The Gray Academy students
have participated in all the Mameloshen
Festivals

Other concerts in the 2015 Mameloshen
Festival are: Mir Trogn A Gezang - We Carry
a Song: A Tribute to Chana Mlotek z”l by
her son Zalmen Mlotek and her
Grandchildren, on Wednesday, June 24 and
Yiddish Diva Theresa Tova and Matt
Herskowitz close the Festival with an evening
of Yiddish Song, Monday, June 29.

All shows at the Muriel Richardson
Auditorium located in the Winnipeg Art
Gallery, all starting at 7:30 p.m.

Tickets on sale now! Please contact the Rady
Jewish Community Centre at (204) 477-7510 or
on-line at www.radyjcc.com

7

TICKETS & FESTIVAL PACKAGE
Rady Jewish Community Centre  

204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com
All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, 

Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.

Transportation is available for seniors for a nominal charge.
Please arrange for transportation when ordering tickets.

Transportation supported by The Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

$55 All Three
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

Monday, June 29 7:30 p.m. 

Theresa Tova 
and Matt Herskowitz

The Yiddish Diva is coming to Winnipeg 
with an evening of Yiddish Song.

Wednesday, June 24 7:30 p.m.
The National Yiddish Theater – Folksbiene presents

Mir Trogn a Gezang
- We Carry a Song

A tribute to Chana Mlotek z”l by her son 
Zalmen Mlotek and her grandchildren

$20
Jerry
Maslowsky

Debbie
Maslowsky

Zalmen Mlotek

$27

Theresa Tova

Monday, June22 7:30 p.m.

The Maslowsky 
Family’s 

Yiddishe Concert
One of the great musical families of 

the fabled North End reunites on stage 
for Mameloshen 2015.

Gray Academy Students
Return to the Mameloshen Festival stage 

to perform classic Yiddish songs

$27

I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT TRUST

The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady JCC 
Present

Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture
Opening Concert - The Maslowsky Family’s Yiddishe Concert 



Funds raised by Jewish National Fund of Canada Manitoba/
Saskatchewan’s annual fundraiser, the Negev Gala, will go towards build-
ing Green Open Classrooms. The classrooms are constructed in school-
yards throughout Israel as venues for peer educators to lead experiential
ecological education sessions and communicate KKL-JNF’s special val-
ues: water, soil, afforestation, ecology and Zionism. 

“Like many families, Jewish education is of the highest priority for me
and Shirley,” this year’s honouree Robert “Bob” Freedman explained when
asked why he choose this project. “Both of our daughters graduated from
Jewish day school and I was the first chair of the Winnipeg Board of Jewish

Education. Therefore it is an honour to have our names attached to an edu-
cational project throughout Israel.”

School councils are chosen to receive the sturdy wooden structures based
on their past demonstration of environmental leadership, such as by adopt-
ing a nearby KKL-JNF park or forest, participating annually in Tu
Bi’Shevat plantings or developing school-wide recycling programs.

“Through supporting this project, we are directly impacting youth who
will become our next generation of environmental and societal leaders in
Israel and around the world,” said Rob Berkowits, Executive Director.
“Shaping these young minds to care for our world ensures Israel will con-
tinue to overcome adversity in the future.”

This year’s Negev Gala will be held at the Club Regent Event Centre on
Wednesday, June 17, 2015. The event will honour Robert “Bob” Freedman
and feature comedy duo Colin Mochrie and Brad Sherwood. For tickets,
tribute and sponsorship opportunities call the JNF office at 204-947-0207.
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NEGEV GALA 2015

For tickets, tribute & sponsorship opportunities:
winnipeg@Jnf.ca | 204.947.0207 | manitoba.jnf.ca

J E W I S H  N A T I O N A L  F U N D
O F  M A N I T O B A / S A S K A T C H E W A N

Robert “bob” Freedman
H O N O U R I N G

W E D N E S D A Y ,  J U N E  1 7 ,  2 0 1 5
C L U B  R E G E N T  E V E N T  C E N T R E

AND FEATURING THE COMEDIC AND IMPROVISATIONAL TALENTS OF

Colin
mochrie

Brad
Sherwood

I N  S U P P O R T  O F

GREEN   OPEN   CLASSROOMS
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The Jewish National Fund’s gala to support “Green Open Classrooms”
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Temple Shalom - Message from outgoing
President Miral Gabor

It is hard to believe that four years have passed since I began my tenure as President of
Temple Shalom. This final message is a little trip down memory lane. 

My first year, 2011-12, began with a bang. The whole year lead up to the Dedication of the
Penn Torah. This inspirational event celebrated the completion of the “black fire on white fire”
Torah scribed by Irma Penn z’l. What a wonderful occasion that was! Next Rosh Hashanah we
will be worshipping with new prayer books funded by the Temple’s Torah Endowment Fund,
so this celebration still resonates for us today. 

Over the last four years, we have had our share of musical events such as the 80’s Shalom
Shaker, concerts with Len Udow and Judy Lander, Harvey Peltz and REWiND, Shayla Fink
and Kinsey Posen, and the launching of Len’s CD, “Shabbat Shalom”. 

We instituted Movie Nights which have been fun and ably led by Anita Moeller. We’ve held
adult Chanukah parties, Israeli dinners, and recently a luncheon. We toured The Canadian
Museum for Human Rights and worked at Winnipeg Harvest. We have been part of many
Winnipeg Jewish Community events such as Tashlich, Baby Showers, Limmud, Shoah Week,
Yom HaAtzmaut, and Shavuot. 

Thanks to Andy Boardman we adopted a new logo and catch phrase to bring us into the 21st
Century. In addition, the school has been renamed “The Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning”
and brings a great Jewish education to its students. Watch for them in their new custom made
t-shirts. 

We installed a security system and defibrillator for the safety of our employees and every-
one in the building. 

Physically, 1077 Grant Avenue has undergone huge changes, starting with the roof, the
Sanctuary walls, and the HVAC for the Sanctuary in 2013. Recently, we finished renovating
the lower level which looks amazing. The next step is to remove the boiler and install the two
remaining HVAC units and ductwork to air condition/heat the upstairs and the lower level. 

Please come for the Annual General Meeting on Friday, May 22, at 7:00 p.m. and vote in
our new slate of candidates for Board of Directors. Linda Freed is running for President and I
wish her and all the rest of our Directors all the best for the future.

Thu May 15 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Judith Huebner with Cantor Len
Sat May 16 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat May 16 7:30pm Coffee House featuring Cat Jahnke with Dr Rage & Amanda

Fandych
Mon May 18 6pm Read Hebrew class with Ruth Livingston
Thu May 21 6:30pm Intro to Judaism class with Rabbi Karen
Fri May 22 5:15pm Children’s Welcome to Shabbat with Rabbi Karen
Fri May 22 7pm Temple Shalom’s AGM
Fri May 22 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen with

Cantor Len & the FNL Band
Sat May 23 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Karen
Sat May 23 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat May 23 4pm Pirkei Avot
Sat May 23 6:30pm Community Shavuot Celebration at Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun - 

Rabbi Karen on the Rabbi’s panel & leading a workshop. 
Fri May 29 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Phil Spevack
Sat May 30 12pm Yoga Shalom
Mon June 1 6pm Read Hebrew class with Ruth Livingston
Thu June 4 6:30pm Intro to Judaism class with Rabbi Karen
Fri June 5 5:15pm Children’s Welcome to Shabbat with Rabbi Karen
Fri June 5 7:30pm Shabbat Service with Rabbi Karen & Cantor Len
Sat June 6 10pm Bat Mitzvah of Maeve Boardman
Sat June 6 4pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Karen

Holocaust survivor Robbie Waisman 
honoured at this year’s Winnipeg
International Storytelling Festival

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

The Winnipeg
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Storytelling Festival
is a week-long
event that encom-
passes the art of sto-
rytelling along with
the promotion of
peace.

Now into its 10th

year, for the past
four years the festi-
val has also includ-
ed a dinner and pro-
gram in the name of
the late Philip Weiss
during which an
individual is hon-
oured for that indi-
vidual’s contribu-
tion to peacemaking
through storytelling.

This year’s hon-
ouree was
Holocaust survivor
Robbie Waisman,
who was one the
children freed by
Allied soldiers dur-
ing the liberation of
Buchenwald in
January, 1945.

Prior to telling his
story of survival,
Waisman was intro-
duced by Justice
Murray Sinclair of the Manitoba Court of Queen’s Bench. Sinclair
explained how he came to know Waisman during the Truth and
Reconciliation hearings over which Sinclair presided whose purpose was
to address the experiences of Residential School students. Sinclair told
attendees at the Philip Weiss dinner, held May 5 at the Qualico Centre in
Assiniboine Park, how Waisman accompanied him to the far reaches of
Canada’s north, during which time Waisman came to command the respect
of hundreds of Aboriginals for the quietly dignified manner in which he
related his own horrific experiences during the Holocaust.

During his own 40-minute talk Waisman explained how he has come to
terms with that ordeal and has made it his life’s mission to educate others
about that experience. Over the years Waisman has spoken to tens of thou-
sands of students across Canada, including students at the University of
Winnipeg’s annual Holocaust symposium, organized by Belle Jarniewski.

from left-right: Justice Murray Sinclair’s wife
Katherine, Jean Kopstein, Justice Murray
Sinclair (who introduced Robbie Waisman),
Robbie Waisman

M.C. Belle Jarniewski with 2015 Philip Weiss
award recipient Robbie Waisman

Families of U.S. soldiers return paintings stolen 
from Germany after WWII

(JTA) – Five paintings obtained by U.S. servicemen while serving in
Germany at the end of World War II were returned to that nation.

Two American families returned the paintings to Germany’s U.S. ambas-
sador on Tuesday in a ceremony at the State Department in Washington,
the German news agency dpa reported.

The families reportedly began the process of returning the artworks after
seeing the movie “The Monuments Men,” directed by George Clooney,
who also starred in the 2014 film.

During World War II, an Allied platoon called the Monuments Men
retrieved tens of thousands of valuable masterpieces and returned them to
their rightful owners. The Dallas-based Monuments Men Foundation con-
tinues the effort and works to raise awareness of the danger posed to works
of art and cultural objects in war zones around the world.

Three of the paintings, which had been stored by an art museum in
Dessau in the Solvayhall salt mine for protection during the war, were
mailed to the United States after the war by a U.S. Army major who said
he won them in a poker game, according to reports. His stepson contacted
the Monuments Men Foundation to return the paintings – the only paint-
ings stolen from the 200 stored in the mine ever to be returned to the muse-
um, the foundation’s head, Robert Edsel, told dpa.

Two paintings returned by the family of a Montana woman will be
returned to the royal family of Hesse. The paintings, which the woman had
purchased for a small price, had been stolen from the Kronberg Castle out-
side Frankfurt.
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“Jane’s Walk” tours old Jewish north end
By BERNIE BELLAN

It was billed as a “Jane’s Walk” - named for the
famous urban planner, Jane Jacobs, but on
Sunday, May 4, over 70 individuals participated
in what might have been referred to as “Zack’s
Walk”. 

As we noted in our April 29 issue, 22-year-old
Zack Fleisher took it upon himself to organize a
walk through parts of the old Jewish north end.
Fleisher, who is a student at the University of
Winnipeg and on the executive of the Canadian
Federation of Students, did a tremendous job
leading walk participants on what turned out to
be a most interesting tour - including some less-
er known parts of the north end (at least to this
writer).

The tour began from what used to be the old
C.P.R. station on Higgins Avenue (now home to
an Aboriginal Centre housing a variety of
offices). Fleisher noted the significance of
beginning the tour at a spot from where almost
every Jewish newcomer to the city would also
have begun their foray into Winnipeg in years
past.

From there we walked under the C.P.R. under-
pass (which, my wife Meachelle noted didn’t
have quite the same lovely odour of certain bod-
ily fluids the last time I took her on a romantic
foray on our bikes through that subway). On
Sutherland Avenue we turned right into Point
Douglas where, after a short while we reached
Joe Zucken Park. I admit I had never been there
before, although I have been through Point
Douglas many times. Fleisher gave quite an
interesting account of Zucken’s career while we were there and some-
one in the group noted that across from the park members of the iron-
workers had helped to organize the 1919 General Strike. 

From the C.P.R. station we walked to Joe
Zuken Park in Point Douglas - situated in an
area that was a hub of activity during the
1919 Winnipeg General Strike.

The Jane’s Walk began in front of the old
C.P.R. station on Higgins, where guide Zack
Fleisher (in cap) welcomed participants.

Tour participants were treated to a history of
the still-beautiful Ashkenazie Synagogue by
both Fleisher and Saul Spitz.

In the Chesed shel Emes, Sharon Allentuck
explained how the Jewish funeral home came
into being in the 1930s.

At right: The Talmud
Torah used to be locat-
ed in this building on
Flora and Charles,
which is now home to
the German Hall. 

(Note the irony 
in that!)

In the photo at right
Jewish cub scouts are
seen gathering in
front of the Talmud
Torah in 1907. You
can see the name
“Hebrew School” in
the entrance way. The
building remains a
very impressive edi-
fice.

The tour ended at
what has become the
Jewish Mecca of the
north end: Gunn’s
Bakery. Fleisher noted
that when Fivie Gunn
learned from Zack’s
father, Will, that Zack
would be ending the
tour at Gunn’s
Bakery, Fivie said:
“Well then, Zack
should give us a plug”,
to which Will retorted:
“Well then - you
should be open!”

102 SHERBROOK ST. 

1 204 615 3354

SHERBROOKSTREETDELI.COM

INFO@SHERBROOKDELI.COM

THE SHERBROOK DELI FOOD TRUCK IS  
OPEN THIS SUMMER, 7 DAYS A WEEK AT:

Continued on page 29. See “Jane’s Walk”.



Christian priest in Nazareth praises Israel, criticizes intolerance
of Israeli Muslim leaders and NGOs that support them

By MYRON LOVE
In the usual upside down state in which  the world seems to be in regard to

Israel, Israel is frequently condemned for its treatment of non-Jewish minori-
ties while the large-scale persecution and murder of Christians throughout the
world is largely ignored. Also largely ignored are voices such as that of Father
Gabriel Nadaf, a Greek Orthodox priest from Nazareth in the Galilee, singing
the praises of life in Israel for Christians.

As reported in an article in Germany’s Algemeiner Journal in late March

(and subsequently reprinted on other online
blogs), Nadaf acknowledges that he has
become a controversial figure in Israel for
the simple reason that he embraces
Zionism, Jewish sovereignty in Israel, and
the tolerance, respect and opportunity that
has grown out of that sovereignty for all.

“I believe that our youth – Christian
youth –should fully integrate into Israeli
society,” he said. “Part and parcel of that
integration includes serving in the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF), Israel’s army, or
undertaking some other form of national
service, which Israel routinely provides for
teenagers.”

In 2012, he reports, a few Christian IDF
officers and he founded the I.C.R.F–the
Israeli Christians Recruitment Forum. “On
the positive side,” he said, “hundreds of
Arab or Aramean Christian youth have
heeded our call and served their country
with distinction. They have been embraced
by their fellow soldiers, who regard them
as comrades in arms and not as strangers in
their midst.

“On the downside, the blowback, as it
were, from my efforts among rejectionist
elements in the Christian and the Muslim
Arab community has been intense.

Christian soldiers have been harassed by their neighbors and, in many cases,
by their own families. These soldiers are forced to change out of their IDF uni-
forms before returning to their home towns, for fear that they may be harassed
on their way home.”

For Nadaf personally, his conviction and actions have led to numerous death
threats, excommunication by the Orthodox Church Council and the prevention
of his entrance to the Church of Annunciation.

“None of this has anything to do with the Israeli government or the Jewish
community,” he pointed out. “The assertion of Israel as a so-called apartheid
state is complete nonsense. My successes and challenges speak loudly as to
where the real problems lie for my fellow Christians.

“It pains me to say this, but it must be said. The incitement against me, my
campaign, and all those Christians who have sought to integrate into Israeli
society has been led by Arab leaders from Israel and abroad, and even by some
Arab members of the Israeli parliament, the Knesset.”

He also indicts a variety of so-called “human rights” groups in Israel – such
as Adalah, Mossawa and Baladna – that have joined the incitement campaign
and have accused the leaders of the Christian-Arab community in Israel, who
support integration, of collaboration with the IDF.

“These Israeli non-profit organizations – some are composed of Israeli Arabs
and others (including Israeli Jews) are on the extreme left and are anti-Zionist
- reject Israel as the national home of the Jewish people,” he noted. “They
would like to cancel the Law of Return and remove the Jewish character of
Israel.

“Clearly these NGOs have no interest in seeing Christian Arabs become part
of Israeli society. Much like the Arab countries that have used Palestinians in
various refugee camps as pawns in fighting the State of Israel, these NGOs are
content to reduce my community to cannon fodder in their efforts to de-legit-
imize Israel.

“So my community is effectively being told to fight for their continued mar-
ginalization by Israeli society, even though it is the Israeli government’s goal
to bring them more fully into the mainstream. Doesn’t the Christian commu-
nity deserve the right to follow our own will and integrate, if it so chooses, into
Israeli society? Not according to most of the NGOs that say they are assisting
our community.

“As Christians in Israel survey the situation of our brethren in the wider
Middle East, we are appalled by the persecution that so many have experienced
in Egypt, Syria and Iraq, among others. Truly, it has only been in Israel where
Christians can fully practice our faith and be productive members of society.

“We are not interested in misguided policies that would only bring harm and
dislocation to us. Instead we see and appreciate the opportunities to live full
Christian lives in the Jewish State.

“It is important that Christians around the world understand that Jewish
Israel has been a responsible steward for its Christians. We should be support-
ed and not demonized for our efforts to more fully join this benevolent soci-
ety.”

Incidentally, Nadaf views the term “Christian Arab” as a misnomer. “We are
Arameans,” he said, “descendants of people who lived here in Israel since the
time of the Bible. Israel’s Interior Ministry has recently recognized us as the
“Aramean nation,” following a lengthy public campaign conducted with the
help of a number of Israeli Zionist organizations.”
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Comment

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB
SYNAGOGUE DINNER

SUNDAY, JUNE 21, 2015
1525 MAIN STREET

DINNER AT 6:00 P.M.

MIRIAM GELLER
 Dinner Chairperson

FOR TICKETS CALL: (204) 582-6685

14th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER

ENTERTAINMENT
PROVIDED BY

THE HARLEQUIN BARBERSHOP QUARTET

Talmud Torah – Beth Jacob Synagogue to
Hold 14th Annual Fundraising Dinner

The Talmud Torah – Beth Jacob Synagogue will be holding its 14th
Annual Fundraising Dinner on Sunday, June 21, 2015 at the
Synagogue, 1525 Main Street.  The Talmud Torah community was
originally established around 1906 and has deep roots in Winnipeg’s
Jewish history as a source of Jewish education and spiritual develop-
ment.  Since that time, the Synagogue has moved twice and is now at
the current location at 1525 Main Street, where it remains a somewhat
forgotten treasure of the Winnipeg Jewish community.  Aside from the
tantalizing Kosher meal that will be prepared, there will be entertain-
ment provided by the Harlequin Barbershop Quartet.

The Quartet has entertained at the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre. They are  an acappella ensemble featuring Rob Smith (Tenor),
Larry Hunter (Lead), Herold Driedger (Bass) and Paul Bullock
(Baritone).  Their repertoire includes ballads, uptunes, comedy and
50’s doo wop.

The dinner committee is working diligently to make this dinner a
huge success.  Since our seating capacity is limited, we will be selling
tickets on a first-come basis.  We hope you will join us.  See adver-
tisement

FATHER GABRIEL
NADAF: “It is important
that Christians around the
world understand that
Jewish Israel has been a
responsible steward for its
Christians. We should be
supported and not demo-
nized for our efforts to
more fully join this benevo-
lent society.”



A short time ago I retained a young lawyer with
whom I used to play baseball in the Law league to
look after a minor legal matter. His firm, which was
located in the St. Vital Shopping Mall, consisted of
four lawyers (one of whom was his wife) and a
receptionist. In place of a stenographer each member
of the firm had a monitor and keyboard on his/her
desk, hooked up to a common computer and printer.
When we sold our house, a few years later, the

lawyer who acted for us had her office in the same apartment block on River
Avenue in which she lived. Today, thanks to the miracle of modern electronic
communication, you can virtually practice law without leaving your bedroom. 

In my day the legal community was still just that: a community. The over-
whelming majority of Winnipeg’s lawyers were concentrated in a downtown
ghetto bounded by Portage Avenue and Broadway; Main Street and Memorial
Boulevard. Today Robson Hall, located on the Fort Gary Campus, accepts about
150 students per annum, most of whom don’t see the inside of a courtroom or
law office until they graduate three years later. In 1956 my 35 classmates and I
became members of the legal community the day we entered law school; attend-
ing classes in the morning and “articling” in the afternoons. Our classroom was
on the 3rd floor of the Law Courts Building, just down the hall from the Law
Library and Court of Appeal. The Court of Queens Bench and Sheriff’s Office
were on the 2nd floor, and the County Court and Magistrate’s Court were on the
main floor. 

The Land Titles Office was right next to the courthouse and next to that was
the Provincial Jail, a temporary holding facility for accused felons pending trial.
Across the street was the Legislative Building, which housed, among other
things, the Attorney General’s Department - where the Crown Attorneys hung
out, and The Vital Statistics Office, where births, marriages and deaths were
recorded. 

Today the emphasis is on the academic study of law; in our day it was a mod-
ified version of the old apprentice system. We would arrive at class in the morn-
ing with a briefcase full of documents (Transfers of Land, Mortgages, Statements
of Claim, Eviction Orders, Divorce Petitions, Applications for Probate) that had
to be filed, registered, and signed by clerks, cashiers and judges. After making our
daily rounds, we would return to the office, often on foot, to deliver the docu-
ments we had picked up (Certificates of Title, “searches,” Birth, Marriage &
Death Certificates) and a pick up a fresh batch for the next day. To fuel ourselves
for this daily ritual we would lunch at “The Paddlewheel,” a Hudson Bay cafe-
teria that was also within walking distance of the Law School - as well as our
modest means. Standard compensation for 1st year “students” was $25 per
month. 

After we had graduated, and began to practice, our luncheon club moved to
Moore’s Restaurant, on Portage Avenue, across the street from Eatons. There
were a few regulars who could always be counted on to show up - Joe
McLaughlan, Herb Rosner - but our membership was fluid. When you walked in
on any given day you
wouldn’t know who you’d
find sitting in the alcove at
the back of the restaurant
where our regular table was
located. We also had a regu-
lar waitress, a young farm
girl of whom we became
quite fond. She wasn’t par-
ticularly good looking but
had a cheerful innocence
that was infectious. 

But one day, in March of
1963, she arrived at our table
uncharacteristically sub-
dued. 

“What’s the matter, Polly,”
Saul Froomkin inquired.
“Why the sad face?” 

“Didn’t you hear the
news?” she said, fighting
back tears. “Patsy Cline was
killed in a plane crash.” 

“No kidding,” Saul said,
shaking his head. 

We all looked grave. 
After Polly had taken our

orders and left for the
kitchen we looked at each
other and said, almost in a
single voice: “Who the f**k
is Patsy Cline?”

Eight months later there
was another catastrophic

death we didn’t dismiss quite as lightly. It was a Friday in early November when
a late arrival interrupted our mindless banter and shattered the TGIF mood with
a startling announcement. “President Kennedy has been shot.” 

The news spread through the restaurant, from table to table, like a virus. No one
knew whether or not he had survived. After lunch I walked across the street to
Eatons, rode the elevator to the 6th floor, and got an update from one of the 97
TV sets that were tuned to the same news channel: John Fitzgerald Kennedy was
history.

And so is Moore’s Restaurant. “The luncheon club” was fun while it lasted. It
was a great convenience not to have to make lunch plans every day, just walk a
few blocks down Portage, between noon and 2 pm, and know there would be
congenial companions waiting. Or not waiting. By the time anyone else arrived,
Joe Mclaughlan, whose office was next door to Moores, would usually be eating.
Joe, who was rail thin, would actually get stomach pains if he didn’t refill it
promptly at noon. 

At the opposite extreme was Ian Jessiman, another scarecrow, who only
dropped in occasionally, at the last minute, mainly for the conversation. We
would be cleaning up our carrot cake (a Moore’s specialty) and Ian would still be
toying with his broiled halibut. He would spear a green bean, talk for a minute,
take a bite, then talk for another five minutes. He claimed he found eating a chore.
I suspect the slight pot belly he eventually developed in middle age was more as
a result of physical inactivity than overindulgence. The only thing Ian Jessiman
ever exercised was an option. 

The Jessiman family had made a small fortune in the trucking business and Ian,
as well as another well connected classmate, Blair McAuley, went straight from
law school to Aikens, McAuley, one of the largest and most prestigious firms in
the province, in spite of the fact that neither of them had distinguished themselves
academically. One day at lunch Ian, who was very low key, told us of an incident
in which he had lost his cool. That morning a client informed him that his legal
advice had been contradicted by her dentist. “Do I tell you how to look after your
teeth?” he had replied, indignantly. 

After she left the office, just to satisfy himself, Ian went to the firm’s extensive
library to check the law in question. “Her dentist was right,” he told us, laughing. 

After a brief period in the sun the luncheon club has receded to the dim corri-
dors of memory. Time flies and people move on. Ian Jessiman ended up practis-
ing in Vancouver, as did Joe MacLaughlin and Herb Rosner. Saul Froomkin went
to Ottawa with the Justice Department, then to Bermuda, where he was briefly
Attorney General. I left the Cherniacks to launch a one-man practice, briefly shar-
ing a part-time Stonewall gig with Stan Udow, where I was introduced, by a
country-singing barber, to the music of a redheaded stranger who had written
Patsy Cline’s signature song: Crazy. On the first Willie Nelson album I bought,
he was clean shaven, had short hair and was wearing a golf shirt. Time flies and
people change. At one time my vinyl record collection consisted of Mozart,
Mussorgsky, Beethoven and Berlioz. 

Now country music is virtually the only thing on my iPod.
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Bill Marantz

We’ll never eat lunch in this town again 

By

BILL MARANTZ
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MAY  13

JOE MINDELL
Joe Mindell passed away peacefully Sunday, April

19th, 2015 at the age of 97. He was predeceased by his
cherished wife of 72 years, Rose.

Joe was born in Winnipeg on September 6, 1917. He
was the youngest of Harry and Sarah Mindell’s five
children (all deceased). Joe was proud of his service in
the Canadian Airforce during the Second World War.
He made his career in sales where his friendly person-
ality was an asset. In addition to general volunteering,
he was known as a keen fundraiser for a variety of
charities and a very generous person. Joe was the very
supportive father of his daughter Shayla, son Sheldon
and daughter-in-law Tannis and beloved grandfather
of Fern (Steffan), Jill (Mike), Drew (Laura) and loving
great-grandfather to Hailey and Oliver.

Family was the most important part of Joe’s life and
in his eyes they could do no wrong. Joe was a founding
member of B’nai Abraham Synagogue (now Etz
Chayim), involved with General Monash Legion and
could often be found at a poker game or betting on
horses; not always successfully. He led a full and well
rounded life! He will be missed dearly by his immedi-
ate family as well as nieces and nephews in Canada and
the US. His memory will live on in his many witty
sayings and sage advice he has bestowed over the
years.

If desired, donations can be made to the Rose and Joe
Mindell Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
204-477-7525

Unveiling

The family of the late

LILLIAN

SILVERMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 17, 2015
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery
Locatioin: 3H-Row 13

The family of the late

JERRY

MOSCOVITCH
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Monday, May 18, 2015
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY

BARSKY
who passed away

May 29, 2003
27 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENICHA

(MINNIE)

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 31, 1989
26 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of our
beloved Mom & Baba.

Mom, it has been 26 years since
your passing but your warmth,
wisdom, guidance and love for
your family lives on. You had a
heart of gold and you were an
inspiration to us all. Words
cannot describe how much we
miss you.

Memories stay as near and dear
as yesterday.
You will always be loved and
cherished.

Forever in our hearts your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLEN

BILLINGHURST
who passed away

June 3, 2008
29 Days in Iyar

Deep bonds of love
are indissoluble

— Always in our thoughts
forever  in our hearts .
Your wife Cookie, Marla and
Steven, Tracee and Aaron and
grandchildren Teddy, Carson,
Sutton, Stafford, and his
namesake Alann.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PAUL FOX
who passed away

May 27, 1979
1 Day in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

43rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MYER (MOE)

SUCHAROV
who passed away

May 14, 1972
1st Day of Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

LOUISE COHEN
Our mum Louise passed

away peacefully on Mon-
day May 4, 2015.

We would have cel-
ebrated her 96th birthday
on June 6.

Mum was born June 6,
1919 in Manchester Eng-
land to Leon and Sarah
Cohen.

She was born into a lov-
ing family and had three

sisters, Marion, Faye and Bertha all who predeceased
her. She was the “baby” of the family .

She is survived by her husband of 69 years and our
Dad Joe.

Harvey and Faye and grandsons Binjamin, Yitzchak
and Meir, Marilyn and Alex and granddaughter Cara
and husband Steven, great granddaughters Corinna and
Luzy and great grandson Zackery.

Mum and Dad had a long and loving relationship and
both dearly cherished the family they created together
and the extended family of grandchildren and great
grandchildren which brought them much pride and
pleasure.

They ventured to Australia together as newlyweds,
returned to England until 1967 and then decided to make
Canada their home.

Throughout her youth and into her eighth decade,
Mum loved to dance. She danced in her teens and
twenties on stage and in local productions. She met dad
on the ballroom dance floor and ballroom dance was
their passion together.

She returned to dance in Canada by embracing Jeanette
McCoshams “Dance Aerobics” for over 20 years until
Parkinson’s disease robbed her of the ability to partici-
pate in her ninth decade.

Mum and dad worked very hard all their lives to
ensure our beautiful childhood, good education and
loving home through all the challenges of adopting a
new country as their home.

We will be forever grateful for mum for nurturing us,
encouraging us and teaching us the value of close family
ties.

She will be forever in our hearts and missed every day
of our lives.

Sincere thanks must be expressed to the caring, com-
passionate and devoted staff at the Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre for their absolute loving care of Louise
over the past three years. Words cannot express our
gratitude for your devotion both to mum and all our
family especially in the last few few weeks of her life.

Donations in memory of Louise Cohen are gratefully
appreciated to the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre, the
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, Parkinson Society
of Manitoba , Jewish Foundation of Manitoba , Joe and
Louise Cohen family fund or the charity of your choice.

GRACE GRANOVSKY
It is with profound sad-

ness that the family of
Grace Granovsky an-
nounces her passing on
April 1st, 2015, at the age
of 95.

She will be sadly
missed by her sons, Allan
and Howard; grand-
daughters, Sarah and
Melissa; sister, Ruth Rob-

ins; sister and brother-in-law, Myra and Benny
Goldstein and sister-in-laws, Myrna Charach. She was
predeceased by her daughter, Eileen; husband, Bill and
brothers, Barney and Irvin Charach.

Special thanks to the staff at Victoria Hospital for
their care and compassion. We also wish to express our
gratitude to the staff at the Simkin Centre.

Graveside services were held Friday, April 3rd, at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.

Our mother and baba left us a legacy of memories
that will last forever. She will always be remembered.

Deadline for the
May 27
 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is

noon  Thursday, May 21
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

BROWN
who passed away

June 1, 1970
26 Days in Iyar, 5730

— Sadly missed and always
will be remembered by your
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SADIE

GOLDENBERG
who passed away

May 4, 2010
26 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROWENA

GREENBERG
who passed away

May 23, 2009
29th day of Iyar

— Always remembered,
forever  loved, and sadly
missed by your husband,
children, and grandchildren

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILY KANOVSKY
who passed away
March 21, 1998
23 Days in Adar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NAOMI AVIVAH

KATZ
who passed away

May 19, 2004
28 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by her
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARTHUR

KUSHNER
who passed away

May 16, 2004
26 Days in Iyar, 5764

– Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by all of us who
are left and who were fortunate
to have shared his time on earth
as a part of our lives.
“Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us every day.”
— Your wife Ethel and chosen
family Brian, Lil, Melanie, and
Samatha Brooker.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Ever-Loving Memory of
our Beloved Son, Brother, Uncle, Nephew, Cousin and Friend

Who passed away
May 17th, 2012 at the age of 42

26 Iyar 5772
David, Not a day goes by that we don’t think of you,
There’s an emptiness in Our Hearts that can’t be filled.
We will always remember your smile, Your Laugh,
Your brilliant sense of Humour, Your warmth and generosity.
You touched so many and left behind such warm memories to hold.
You are a wonderful part of our lives and we hear echoes of you
every day.
We love you, we miss you, you will always be a part of all our lives.
—  Mom and Dad, sister Susan, brother Dan (Melanie) and your
precious nieces and nephews, Darrel, Taylor, Ezri, Leila and
Oscar David, aunt Kerry and your auntie Betty Wohl.
In memory of David we have established a Memorial Education

Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba in support of research
into Signet Ring Cell Cancer.

www.jewishfoundation.org         204-477-7525

DAVID MICHAEL

HARTLEY MOSCOVITCH

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

VERA

OMNITSKY
who passed away

May 14, 2010
1 day in Sivan

— Ever loved and remembered
by her family.

In loving memory of

LYNN

ROSENFIELD
who passed away

May 17, 1985
26 Days in Iyar

Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
"Forever in our hearts"

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ENA

GLASSMAN

TEICH
who passed away

June 4, 1986
26 Days in Iyar

— On  this  twenty-ninth
yahrzeit memories of her
loving wisdom are treasured
by her son, grandchildren,
relatives and friends.

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by their family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHMUEL-ZVI TESSLER

who passed away
May 14, 1961

28 Days in Iyar

who passed away erev Shavuot,
June 3, 1970

7 Days in Sivan

SARAH (SONYA) TESSLER

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FREDA THAU
who passed away

May 28, 1995
28 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
brothers, sisters-in-law and
family.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE WILDER
who passed away

May 14, 1996
25 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE (SHIFFIE)
LAZARECK WOLK

who passed away
May 29, 1992

27 Days in Iyar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SHIRLEY

CRAMER

ZABENSKIE
who passed away

May 18, 2012
26 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
terribly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.
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In loving memory of

LILY MINUK
who passed away

June 1, 1979
6 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

ALEXANDER
HARRY

NEWHOUSE
who passed away

June 5, 1984
5 Days in Sivan

ANNIE
NEWHOUSE
who passed away
February 8, 1987
9 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN

PIERCE
who passed away

June 7, 1965
7 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STEVEN

POLLOCK
who passed away

May 22, 2010
Steven
We weren’t ready to say
goodbye.
And the hole you left in our
hearts gets deeper every day.
The loss we feel will never go
away.
We miss you so much.
— Love your mother Phyllis,
Gary and Laura, Randi,
Robby, Karen, your daughter
Lauren, and so many special
friends.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLAIRE RISSIN
who passed away

May 16, 1994
6 Days in Sivan, 5754

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MIKE SILVER
who passed away

June 10, 2005
3 Days in Sivan

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL STAR
who passed away

June 10, 1992
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of my dear
wife, mother, grandmother

and friend to so many

KAREN WISE
who passed away

June 6, 2011
5 days in Sivan

— You will never be forgotten
and you will be in our hearts
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SADIE
WOLFSON
who passed away

May 15, 2010
3 days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Mike, children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

1st day of Shavuot

In loving memory of
A True Mensch

SIDNEY

ZIPURSKY
who passed away

June 8th, 2011
6 days in Sivan 5771

No words can express what
it meant to lose you

And how much you are
dearly loved and
forever missed

By your loving wife,
children, grandchildren,

family and friends.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MAY  20

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
May 27, 1979

1st Day in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
his children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ZEN DAITER
who passed away

May 27, 2012
6 days in Sivan

— Remembered always with a
deep and ever-present love by
Your children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

FAYE
GORENSTEIN

who passed away
May 31, 2001

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOTL GUNER
who passed away
May 21st, 1996
3 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren & great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY

GURVEY
who passed away

June 12, 2005
5 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Evelyn,
children and grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY

KEMEL-KOZAK
who passed away

May 29, 2001
7 days in Sivan

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

Google Street
View to map
Israel Trail

TEL AVIV (JTA) –
Google Street View
will photograph the
length of the Israel
Trail, a hiking route
that runs from the
nation’s northern to
southern ends.

A feature of
Google Maps that
merges photographs
to provide a street-
level view of loca-
tions worldwide,
Google Street View
will enlist hikers
from the Society for
the Protection of
Nature in Israel, or
SPNI, to map the
660-mile trail, the
Israeli business pub-
lication Globes
reported.

Inaugurated 20
years ago by SPNI,
the trail runs from
Kibbutz Dan, near
the uppermost
reaches of Israel’s
border with
Lebanon, to Eilat on
its southern tip.



New WJT artistic director excited to be coming to Winnipeg
By BERNIE BELLAN

Following upon a period of extreme turmoil, during
which the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre suddenly closed its
doors in February, 2014, only to announce that it was re-
emerging under new management last fall, the WJT will
soon have a new artistic director managing its helm as of
this June. 

Ari Weinberg is a young  (30 – turning 31 June 1st)
Torontonian who will be presiding over the coming sea-
son’s WJT productions (but not the currently running
production of “Bad Jews”).

Recently, we had a chance to talk with Ari about his
background and goals for the WJT:

JP&N: Tell us a little about your background, Ari.
Weinberg: I’m from Toronto. About ten years ago I

graduated from Sheridan College’s Music Theatre
Performance program.

I’ve been a professional actor the last ten years and I’ve
worked all over Canada and the United States. Over the
past few years I’ve slowly made the transition into artis-
tic administration.

I did an internship at the Manitoba Theatre Centre with Stephen Schipper. I
also appeared in a production of “Romeo and Juliet” (at MTC) four years ago.

I’ve been the intern artistic director at Acting Up Stage Company in
Toronto, so I’m really excited now to start as artistic director for the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre.

JP&N: You say that your background was in musical theatre?
Weinberg: Musical theatre – yah, I’ve also done a lot of plays.
JP&N: So you’re a singer, too.
Weinberg: I am – yes.
JP&N: Do you have any plans to perform in any plays here?
Weinberg: Not at the moment. The season for 2015-2016 has just been

announced and there is quite a bit of a musical component.
For instance, our first production will be “House of David”. It’s a musi-

cal adaptation based upon the book “Stars of David” by Abigail Pogrebin,
which is a series of interviews with prominent Jewish figures talking about
their Jewish experience. It’s been musicalized for the stage.

JP&N: Do you know when it will open?
Weinberg: October 22nd until November 1st.

That’s going to be followed by a festival of new
Jewish plays by local Winnipeg playwrights – that’s
going to be next March. The season will close with a
comedy called “Buyer and Seller”, which is all about
the life of Barbra Streisand. It’s a one-man show
that’s going to be performed by Ryan James Miller of
“Hot Thespian Action”.

The festival of new Jewish plays, by the way, is
going to be called “So New”. The cornerstone is
going to be premiere of a play called “Shiksa” – along
with readings of three other new plays.

JP&N: “Shiksa”? That’s the play by Cairn Moore
that was supposed to the final production last year –
when the WJT suddenly halted production. I remem-
ber how upset Cairn was over not having received
any notice that her play was being canceled. Maybe
to make it up to her you can also do a sequel that she
can write called “Shaigetz”.

So – have you been involved with Jewish theatre
per se before coming here?

Weinberg: I have. My very first show when I was
a ten-year-old kid – I was in a production of “Fiddler on the Roof”. I’ve
done productions of “Hannah’s Suitcase” as well.

JP&N: What attracted you to this position?
Weinberg: When I was 13 I went on a school field trip to the Stratford

Festival. I looked in the program and saw “Richard Monet – Artistic
Director”, so I asked my teacher what kind of job that was.

She said it’s someone who has an artistic vision for the entire organiza-
tion and I said I want to do that one day. I’ve always said I want to be an
actor, then an artistic director, so this is the fruition of a childhood dream.

When I worked in Winnipeg (with MTC) I fell in love with the city and
the cultural community here. When the chance came to apply for the job
here I jumped at the opportunity to throw my hat into the ring.

JP&N: What were your impressions of the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre
before you came here?

Weinberg: They have a reputation for artistic excellence. They’ve pro-
duced about 18 world premieres.

We’ll be going into the theatre’s 20th season. I’m really excited to be part
of this.
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We are seniors
Walk as much as you can

In my last chapter I indicated that I would like to discuss seniors and
the joys and benefits of establishing a regular and healthful walking and
exercise program.

Then, the Winnipeg Free Press comes out with a column titled “Step
By Step” in the Saturday, April 18th, 2015 edition ! This was taken from
a book called “Born to Walk” by Dan Rubenstein. The author believes
“Walking healing powers can change the world.”

The article goes on to say: “He maintains his fervent support of the
classic walk to school. It is a regular bout of exercise. It can curb anxi-
ety and spark mental acuity. It cuts traffic congestion and makes streets

safer and more vibrant. It gives children more time with their parents and an opportunity for grad-
uated independence.” 

If you maintain a good walking habit during your lifetime it could have a few good side effects.
It will get you off the sofa and away from the T.V. set! Should all seniors be walking? Not neces-
sarily. Check with your family doctor and decide how much is good for you. There are those who
are physically fit for walking, yet who will find various excuses for not walking.

Winnipeg can have some pretty severe winters. This could be an excuse for those who prefer to
walk outdoors. However there are shopping malls for those who have transportation available if you
are walking. Besides, if you have walking buddies it could make your excursions more interesting.
Medically speaking, many doctors will prescribe walking to improve your health.

First, make sure that you have  comfortable walking shoes or runners. If you need orthotics - to
lessen any pain or adjustments to help you walk properly, now is the time to deal with it. It can cer-
tainly help.

Winnipeg has some wonderful walking trails. Both the Assiniboine Park and Kildonan Park have
some excellent walking trails. In the winter you could try cross country skiing or skating on the Red
or Assiniboine rivers - that’s great exercise!

There are some seniors who may prefer a physical trainer, who may be available at the various
physical fitness centres that we have in our city. They will set up a program to satisfy your needs
for continuing exercise, according to your physical capabilities. As an added advantage you will get
to meet some new people. What’s wrong with that?

For some seniors who have pets - who also  need a regular form of exercise, walking your dog
can be good for you as well as the dog! They can be a true friend and listen to all your complaints,
and still snuggle up to you, when you need a little snuggling!

Then, there is the story about the woman who backed her husband’s car into their swimming pool. 
She says: “I can’t start your car.”
He says “Why not?”
She says: “Because there’s water in the carburetor.”
He says: “How did you know there’s water in the carburetor?”
She says. “Because I backed it into the swimming pool.”
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

HARRY WARREN

ARI WEINBERG: “I’ve always
said I want to be an actor, then an
artistic director, so this is the
fruition of a childhood dream.”
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Israelis love to say that their country is interesting and that life in Canada is boring. Back

in peaceful Winnipeg one can relax and think about what is important in life. Israeli born
Australian linguist Gilad Tsukerman argues in a new book that modern Israeli Hebrew is not
biblical Hebrew, but rather Yiddish is disguise. When Israeli kids want to stop fighting they
use the Yiddish word “Sholem.” Maybe they will bring Shalom (peace) to the Jewish state?
One should remain optimistic, eh!

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

haredi settler popula-
tion swell.

“We are against giving
one centimeter of land to

the Arabs, both from moral grounds and security grounds,”
Naftali Bennett, Jewish Home’s leader, said in a Feb. 24
speech. “The biggest mistake is to copy and paste what hap-
pened in Gaza in Judea and Samaria,” he added, using the
biblical names for the West Bank.

Despite agreement on that point, the new coalition is split
on other issues, including economic policy and religious
affairs, which could pose a challenge as Netanyahu works
to keep his 61 lawmakers in line.

“Anyone who’s worried about governance in Israel and
political stability should be worried about a government of
61 seats,” Yohanan Plesner, president of the Israel
Democracy Institute think tank, told JTA. “It’s a govern-
ment that will find it hard to instigate much-needed eco-
nomic reform and even to deal with more mundane affairs
of state like passing a budget without being extorted by
backbenchers in the coalition.”

But Hebrew University political science professor
Gideon Rahat said the small coalition may make the gov-
ernment more stable, as partners will avoid conflicts that
could break up the government.

“In wide coalitions there are ideological differences and
people in the coalition think you can disagree and the coali-
tion won’t fall,” he said. “In a small coalitions they think
that if you make small waves, the whole business can col-
lapse.”

Likud, with 30 seats, will control the foreign and defense
ministries in the next government, along with the corre-
sponding Knesset committees. Economic policy will be run
by the 10-seat Kulanu, founded last year by ex-Likudnik
Moshe Kahlon, who will serve as finance minister.

“The Israeli market needs reforms, and we in the Kulanu
party, together with the Likud party, the prime minister, and
the ministers, will lead it,” Kahlon wrote on Facebook last
week after signing an agreement with Likud. “As we
promised, in the next government we will advance reforms
in housing, in banking, and we will work to narrow gaps in
Israeli society.”

Jewish Home, with eight seats, received the education
and justice portfolios, while the seven-seat Sephardi haredi
Orthodox Shas party will run the Religious Affairs
Ministry. The Ashkenazi haredi United Torah Judaism, with
six seats, will not appoint any ministers out of an ideologi-
cal opposition to Zionism, though it will have several
deputy ministers.

Netanyahu had a hard time just getting to 61. According
to Israeli reports of the secretive coalition talks, Likud’s
prospective partners sparred with each other on policy and
demanded top ministries.

The prime minister succeeded by granting significant
concessions to his partners. UTJ demanded a  passed by the
previous government, Shas received key ministries and
Kulanu won the power to enact housing and land reforms.

The incoming justice minister will be Jewish Home’s
Ayelet Shaked, 39, who entered Knesset just over two years
ago. As minister, Shaked will aim to limit the Israeli
Supreme Court’s power to overturn laws. Last year, the
court invalidated a law allowing long-term detention of
African migrants, one of Shaked’s key issues.

“There’s no situation in the world, as there is in Israel,
where judges appoint themselves and invalidate laws,”
Shaked wrote on Facebook two weeks ago.

Days before Wednesday’s deadline, coalition talks were
rocked by the resignation of Foreign Minister Avigdor
Liberman, who announced that his nationalist Yisrael
Beiteinu party would sit in the opposition. Yisrael Beiteinu
and Likud were allies as recently as last year, but Liberman
said the incoming government would be insufficiently
hawkish.

Netanyahu may keep the foreign minister title for him-
self, holding it open should he persuade the center-left
Zionist Union, with 24 seats, to join the coalition. As of
Wednesday, Zionist Union chairman Isaac Herzog said he
would lead the Knesset opposition. On Facebook, he called
the incoming government “a national failure government.”

“We won’t be a fifth wheel, and don’t intend to save
Netanyahu from the holes he’s dug himself into,” Herzog
said at a Zionist Union meeting Thursday. “I won’t be
Netanyahu’s corkscrew. And if he thinks he can dangle this
or that [ministerial] portfolio, he’s making a big mistake.”

Coalition
Continued from page 1.



Several thoughts crossed my mind when I
learned via email just minutes prior to my depar-
ture for the Rady JCC 43rd Annual “Y” Sports
Dinner   at the RBC Convention Centre on May
7th that headline speaker NHL Commissioner
Gary Bettman would not be attending the function
because he had been “sidelined by a kidney stone
attack.” (Ed. note: Is it the “Y” Sports Dinner or
the “Rady JCC” Sports Dinner now? The name
seems to have been changed, but it’s not clear

whether it’s officially now the Rady JCC Sports Dinner.)
Surely the now 62-year-old Cornell University law grad, who majored in

Industrial and Labor Relations, could come up with a better alibi than that.
Besides, didn’t he understand that he is no longer an enemy of the people
and had long ago been forgiven for any role he may have played in
Winnipeg losing its’ original NHL franchise back in the mid-nineties.

Now, who was going to dart into the fray and save the day? Well, it was-
n’t as if Blair Worb, the Sports Dinner Committee Chair and his hard-work-
ing group, were going to have to find a replacement for a headliner of the
calibre of  a “Magic” Johnson, Drew Breese, or Joe Montana when the
solution was right under their collective noses.

As it turned out, representing the NHL in Gary’s absence would be a col-
lection of incomparable hockey minds including NHL Deputy
Commissioner, Bill Daly, Winnipeg Jets’ Executive Chairman Mark
Chipman, Jets’ Executive VP & GM Kevin Cheveldayoff, plus Jets’ head
coach Paul Maurice.

The panel of experts would be queried by the classy and talented Sara
Orlesky in a so-called hot stove league format.

Prior to the new game plan, which was set to begin at approximately 8:45
p.m.,  I roamed the hall and unofficially queried a number of attendees as
to whether their interest had waned upon learning that the original guest
speaker was now unavailable because of a lower body injury.

Perhaps, like any reporter worth his unsharpened pencil, outdated fedora,
and schmaltz-stained trench coat, I was silently hoping for a sort of palace
revolt whereby crusty rolls would be tossed in disgust and bread sticks used
as weapons would be the outcome. Not !

Quite to the contrary. -  most of those queried had a generally positive
attitude and felt that the substitutes were more than decent facsimiles. In
addition they also shared, in so many words, that they understood that the
Rady JCC is a registered charity and that funds raised at the dinner went to
a variety of worthwhile programs and services. Oops, there went my poten-
tial Pulitzer Prize or at the very least a scoop du jour.

Some interesting questions were posed to the panel by Orlesky, plus a
few others prepared in advance by audience members. Many responses
elicited loud applause from an obviously hockey-adoring gathering that
came to praise.

To wit:
Cheveldayoff shared where his interests as GM now lay when his team

is out of the playoffs:  “When the party abruptly stops for us, my focus
turns more towards the future. This whole week we’ve had our amateur
scouts in Winnipeg here and we hunker down in the dressing room work-
ing on the draft list. It’s an important opportunity for us to get together and
ultimately make some decisions how we’re going to spend some of our
draft picks.”

As for the arrival of the American Hockey League Moose in Winnipeg,
Kevin shared his excitement with the audience. “I’m a fan of the AHL.
We’re beginning to see the fruits of our labours. Players, like goaltender
Michael Hutchinson, Ben Chiarot, and Adam Lowry and the impact
they’ve made is heartening. It’s so important for us and having the team
here now it gives us an opportunity to grow in front of us. Our team is truly
going to be a development team; extremely young. We were fortunate to
have a good draft two years ago, ten in number. Having them here now will
make them feel a part of it. That’s what our culture is all about. For me, I’m
living a dream right now to be where I am and it’s a privilege.

Kevin also added that he is also a big football fan, but it’s not of the
National Football League. Instead,  he said that he’s a big fan of the
Canadian Football League, which drew  loud applause. “I lived in the US
for many, many years and I honestly have never been to an NFL game. I
grew up as a fan of the Roughriders in Saskatchewan and I think it’s a good
product. All of the times I was in the States I watched the Grey Cups reli-
giously.”

What does Paul Maurice do in the off-season? “I’m like everyone else,”
he laughed.  “I have three kids which means 90 percent of my day is shot.
I’ve got a lot of shallow interests. I like to fish, but I don’t. I like to read,
but I’m not very well read. We’ve moved five or six times, but this is home
for now. I go to Home Depot and meet people and buy some flowers. I
think I’m a good golfer, but I’m not”

Daly was asked whether or not Winnipeg will ever get to hold the June
draft here and he assured the audience that in the not too distant future it
was entirely possible. He was here for game three in the recent Anaheim-
Winnipeg series, thought that it was fantastic and said  that he felt very

privileged to be in such an enthusiastic environment.
Chipman was asked what the chances were of Winnipeg hosting a hock-

ey double header with the Jets and Moose in action on the same day. “Yes,
I think it’s very possible. It will depend on the same schedules working out.
It’s a little bit tricky . Ice quality is paramount for the NHL and, therefore,
the Jets would have the first game, say in the afternoon, followed by the
Moose in the evening.”

Fans were concerned about the re-signing of Michael Frolik and Kevin
noted that they definitely wanted the forward back and would be working
this summer on that becoming a reality. Change (however) is inevitable and
that is not a bad thing, but I’m really positive about this team that I think it
is really on the verge. We need a good mix of veterans and youth in order
to keep things moving forward.

In general, audience reaction appeared to indicate the panel participants
may even have outdone the originally invited guest speaker by a score of
four kidney stones to one.

POST PATTER:
Caps off to fastball pitcher Mandy Greenberg, 24, of the Smitty’s

Terminators, who also led her alma matter, Minot Division Two NCAA
tournament team to its’ first ever championship,
and captured the Jewish Athlete of the Year Award.

Justin Odwak with Connor Derraugh on piano
were beyond superb in their performances of O
Canada and Hatikvah.

Dinner honourees this year were the Frieman
(Arnold and Myra) and Leibl families (daughter
Nona and husband Ashley). All of them were cer-
tainly worth listening to and audience reaction
indicated that in spades. I was especially touched
by Mr. Frieman and Nona’s speeches. May these
wonderful families all live many more years and
enjoy good health.

The Bert Knazan Award winners this year were
Mackenzie Miller and Serena Buchwald.

This year’s Maccabia Hockey title went to Atlas
Property Management, consisting of  Jesse Garber,
Doran Yehudaiff, Daniel Glesby, Justin
Silverstein, Jacob Douglas Zachary and Bobby
Goldberg, Trevor Bebchuk, Riley Streifler, Jordan
Vine, Sam and Joel Shuster, and James Cohen.   
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E P A I R

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E
NUMBER ONE

EVERGREEN PLACE
Elegant 1 BR, 2 BR and

Penthouse suites in
Osborne Village

Spectacular views.
Beautiful fitness area,

sauna and pool.
Contact 204-453-5617
www.oneevergreen.ca

inquire@oneevergreen.ca

F O R  R E N T

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S
Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,

Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio
Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

LAKEFRONT COTTAGE
FOR SALE

GIMLI   LONI BEACH

Unique opportunity. 
64 N Lake, 

Loni Beach, Gimli. 
85’ lake frontage
190’ to sea wall 

and sandy beach.
Well appointed cottage, 

3 bdrms, 
1100 sq.ft, screen porch,
deck. Spectacular view.

$469,000.
Call 204 942 1766.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

And so it came to “pass” that Bettman’s stones ruled the day
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Analysis

JNS.org
May 8 marks what

many consider an
unceremonious 10-
year anniversary of
Mahmoud Abbas
becoming the presi-
dent of the Palestinian
Authority (PA),
though his official

term has been expired for more than six of those
years. Since Abbas took over for Yasser Arafat,
who died in 2004, the political and economic
situation in the West Bank has become as
untenable as ever. With no clear successor to
Abbas in the fold and reports of rampant cor-
ruption, nepotism, and cronyism, the PA faces
an uncertain future. 

“The state of affairs in the PA right now is
paralysis,” Jonathan Schanzer, vice president
for research at the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies (FDD) think tank, told JNS.org.
“Abbas has a stranglehold on political power, and he appears to be intent
on remaining in office for the foreseeable future. There is no vice president.
There is no succession plan, and there is no oxygen for political challengers
to articulate their vision for the future.”

Established by the Oslo Accords peace treaty in 1993 as an interim
Palestinian government, the PA—which has been dominated by the Fatah
political party and its parent organization, the
Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO),
throughout its existence—has languished in polit-
ical and economic limbo for the last several years
under Abbas. Peace talks with Israel from 2013-
14 crashed, and the Hamas terrorist group contin-
ues to grow its popularity among Palestinians.

Under Abbas, the PA has not held formal elec-
tions since 2006 and only maintains control in the
West Bank after being ousted from Gaza by
Hamas in 2007. Abbas has had a tenuous relation-
ship with Israel, maintaining close security ties
with the Jewish state out of a shared fear of Hamas, but also seeing Israel
repeatedly cut off tax transfers to the PA, mostly recently due to Abbas’s
moves to gain unilateral recognition of a Palestinian state in international
agencies.

Many fear that if the Palestinians held an election, Hamas, which won the
last election in 2006, would beat out the Fatah once again. Many
Palestinians cite Fatah’s notorious legacy of financial and administrative
corruption as their reason for supporting Hamas. 

A recent poll by the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research
did find that Abbas has seen a rise in support—with 40 percent support
among would-be Palestinian voters, up from 35 percent in the last such sur-
vey. Yet Abbas, according to the poll, would still lose in an election to
Hamas leader Ismail Haniyeh, who was supported by 47 percent of respon-
dents. The same poll found that 77 percent of Palestinians believe that PA
institutions are corrupt. 

“The main concern is that the weakness of President Abbas in the West
Bank could enable Hamas to gain more ground there,” Bassem Eid, co-
founder of the Palestinian Human Rights Monitoring Group and a com-
mentator on internal Palestinian politics, told JNS.org. 

A recent sign of Hamas’s growing popularity in the West Bank may come
from the group’s recent victory in the April 22 student council election at
Birzeit University, which is located near the PA’s de facto capital of
Ramallah. Hamas won 26 seats on the student council versus 16 for Fatah.
Taking note of the growing threat of Hamas in the West Bank, Abbas and
the PA’s security forces have launched a widespread crackdown on Hamas
supporters on university campuses, with dozens of student supporters of
the terror group being interrogated and detained, according to the
Gatestone Institute think tank.

Meanwhile, accusations are swirling that the Abbas family has become
wealthy at the expense of the Palestinian people—and even American tax-
payers. On April 24, a U.S. appellate court upheld a decision to dismiss at
$10 million libel suit from Yasser Abbas, one of the PA president’s sons.

Yasser Abbas filed the suit against  Foreign Policy magazine for a 2012
article by FDD’s Schanzer titled “The Brothers Abbas,” in which Schanzer
questioned whether or not Mahmoud Abbas’s sons—Yasser and Tarek—
are growing rich as a result of their father’s political position, and whether
or not U.S. foreign aid to the PA was contributing to their wealth. 

According to Schanzer’s 2012 article, Yasser Abbas chairs the Palestinian
corporate conglomerate Falcon Holding Group, which received $1.89 mil-
lion from the United States Agency for International Development
(USAID) to construct a sewage system in Hebron. Additionally, Yasser

Abbas holds leadership positions in two other com-
panies, Al-Mashreq Insurance Company and First
Option Project Construction Management
Company, which received roughly $300,000 in
USAID funds from 2005-08. 

The international community has also sounded
the alarm on the Palestinian economy’s struggles, as
the World Bank said in September 2014 that
Palestinian unemployment is rising to “alarming
levels,” citing the ongoing political uncertainty sur-
rounding the PA as a contributing factor.

“The PA is a system where the rich get richer and
the poor languish. The elite continue to benefit from
the system while a rather educated lower and mid-
dle class struggle to cash in,” Schanzer told
JNS.org. 

At the same time, though Abbas recently turned
80, there has been little talk of who will succeed
him.

“There is basically no plan for Abbas’s succes-
sion,” said Schanzer. “According to Palestinian
basic law, the speaker of the Palestinian parliament

would take over those duties temporarily. Currently, the speaker is Aziz
Dweik of Hamas. Beyond that, it is unknown who would run from the
Fatah faction or the PLO. Abbas has not tapped an heir apparent. Nor has
he named a vice president.”

Bassem Eid said the failure to appoint a successor is largely a result of
Arab cultural bias against that concept. 

“The Arab culture does not allow the
concept of a ‘vice president,’ the presi-
dent is the only supreme ruler,” he said.
“No one talks about President Abbas’s
possible demise since all the Palestinians
tend to say that even the prophet
Muhammad died and the world survived,
hence all others.”

Schanzer blames Washington for the
current impasse in the West Bank, saying
that U.S. peace negotiators have “failed
to push the Palestinians to create a func-

tioning system.”
One person being widely promoted as a successor to Abbas is

Mohammad Dahlan, a longtime rival of the PA president.
“Mohammad Dahlan is one of the leaders of the young generation,” Eid

said. “He is corrupt, but I prefer a young corrupt to the old corrupt like
Abbas. I believe that the younger generation [of Palestinian leaders] will be
more moderate than the older ones, who speak more about the past and his-
tory without mentioning the future.”

Dahlan, 53, represents that so-called “younger generation.” As a rising
star in the PLO in the 1990s, he was promoted to head of security in Gaza.
In 2006, he won a seat in the PA’s legislative body. But in 2007, when
Hamas ousted Fatah and the PA from Gaza, many inside the PA blamed
Dahlan for Hamas’s emergence. His fall from grace continued in 2011
when he was charged with corruption and embezzlement by Abbas, and
stripped of his legislative seat. Dahlan fled the West Bank that year, and
currently resides in both the United Arab Emirates and Egypt.

Nevertheless, Dahlan still enjoys popular support among some
Palestinians and in recent years has worked with businesses and charities
in the Arab Gulf states to support the Palestinian people, including provid-
ing funds to Gazan Palestinians who were affected by last summer’s Israel-
Hamas war. In December 2014, thousands in Gaza turned out for a rally in
support of Dahlan, despite Hamas’s firm grip on the coastal enclave.

According to the Financial Times, Dahlan has become a close adviser to
Abu Dhabi’s crown prince, Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al-Nahyan,
helping the prince crack down on Muslim Brotherhood Islamists. Dahlan
also supported Egyptian President Abdel Fattah El-Sisi’s ouster of former
president Mohammed Morsi (a Muslim Brotherhood leader) in 2013. The
Muslim Brotherhood is Hamas’s parent group.

“Abbas will leave only ruins, and who would be interested to be a presi-
dent or vice president on these ruins?” Dahlan told the Associated Press in
2014. “What I am interested in is a way out of our political situation, not a
political position.”

Dahlan has criticized Abbas’s unilateral moves at the United Nations,
telling Sky News Arabic in January that an eventually-defeated PA resolu-
tion in the U.N. Security Council resolution, which called for Israeli with-
drawal from the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem, was a “hasty and reck-
less decision that wasn’t made with the unified consensus of the
Palestinians.”

To many observers, the political situation in the West Bank may seem
like a mild crisis compared with the chaos in nearby Syria, Iraq, Yemen,
and Libya. But while Abbas’s stagnant rule continues, Schanzer views the
PA as a “powder keg” that could ignite at any moment.

As Abbas era hits 10 years, Palestinians mired in political and economic muck

On March 4, 2015, Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas speaks during a
meeting of the Central Council of the
Palestinian Liberation Organization at
Abbas’s office in the West Bank city of
Ramallah. Credit: STR/Flash90.

By

SEAN SAVAGE

To many observers, the political situation in
the West Bank may seem like a mild crisis
compared with the chaos in nearby Syria,
Iraq, Yemen, and Libya. But while Abbas’s
stagnant rule continues, Schanzer views the
PA as a “powder keg” that could ignite at any
moment.

“The PA may not look benign for much
longer,” he told JNS.org.
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Israel news

TEL AVIV (JTA) – Israel’s last governing coalition – divided on war,
peace and economics – did agree on one thing: Israel’s religious policies
needed to change.

Now it appears that the incoming coalition will be organized around the
opposite principle: Those changes must end.

A coalition agreement signed last week between the Likud party led by
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and the haredi Orthodox United
Torah Judaism faction promises to dismantle a raft of legislation enacted in
the last two years that chipped away at sev-
eral longstanding entitlements enjoyed by
the haredi community. Shas, the Sephardic
haredi party, signed its own coalition agree-
ment with Likud this week that will cement
the power of religious parties in the next
government.

Led by the upstart Yesh Atid party, the last
government passed laws to include haredim
in Israel’s mandatory military draft and
encourage the teaching of math and English
in government-funded haredi schools. The
government, which did not include the haredi parties, also allowed dozens
of municipal Orthodox rabbis to perform conversions, vastly increasing the
number of conversion courts from the four controlled by the haredim.
Other laws cut subsidies to haredi yeshivas and large families, many of
whom are haredi.

The Likud-UTJ agreement promises to repeal the conversion decision,
increase subsidies to yeshivas and large families, and relieve haredi schools
of the obligation to teach secular subjects. The agreement also gives the
incoming defense minister sole authority to decide whether to implement
the draft law – effectively allowing him to choose not to enforce it. A UTJ
lawmaker will head the powerful Knesset Finance Committee, while Shas
will control the Religious Services Ministry, which handles most religion-
state policies.

“In the last Knesset, people tried to blur Judaism and to strengthen
democracy at Judaism’s expense,” said Yair Eiserman, a spokesman for
UTJ lawmaker Uri Maklev. “We have an opportunity in the present gov-
ernment to strengthen Israel’s definition as a Jewish state.”

Haredi Israelis are celebrating the agreements as a return to a comfortable
status quo, but advocates for religious pluralism are struggling to figure out
how to advance their cause, which has significant public backing. A
September poll by the religious pluralism advocacy NGO Hiddush found
that two-thirds of Jewish-Israelis back legalizing civil marriage and 64 per-
cent support recognizing Conservative and Reform conversions. A 2011
Hiddush poll found that 87 percent of Jewish-Israelis supported the draft-
ing of haredim into the Israel Defense Forces.

“The public needs to tell its leaders what it wants,” Knesset member Ofer
Shelach of Yesh Atid told JTA. “The public’s role doesn’t end with voting
in the election. The public needs to make clear that if a majority of the pub-
lic thinks there needs to be partnership in [IDF] service and work, they
need to express it.”

The draft law, which passed in March 2014 despite mass haredi street

protests, aimed to right a historic imbalance in Israeli society. Mandatory
military service is a rite of passage for most Israelis, one from which hare-
di Israelis had been exempt since the state’s founding in 1948. Yesh Atid’s
chairman, Yair Lapid, touted the law as a realistic compromise that would
“equalize the burden” in Israeli society.

But the three-year delay in its implementation – its toughest provisions
were not due to go into effect until 2017 – made many Israelis skeptical that
the law would ever have a real effect. Haredim argued that the law threat-

ened to antagonize moderates who might
have joined the IDF voluntarily. The year
the law was passed, haredi enlistment
increased only 11 percent – a substantial
decline from the 28 percent increase
from the previous year.

“United Torah Judaism says, ‘We’re
ready to take part in equalizing the bur-
den, but in a fair way and not in a pop-
ulist way,’” said Shmuel Drilman, CEO
of WeBetter, a new media company
focused on haredi advocacy. “It’s a

process, and United Torah Judaism is committed to it, as opposed to Lapid,
who just wants to fight.”

When he called elections last year, Netanyahu said he wanted to partner
with the haredi parties, which have long protested Yesh Atid’s reforms.
Now religious pluralism activists who welcomed the reforms hope to fore-
stall their repeals through grassroots mobilization, lobbying and legal
action. Hiddush CEO Uri Regev hopes that Israel’s Supreme Court will
rule a renewed haredi draft exemption illegal, as it did in 2012.

“There will be multifaceted litigation launched on a variety of issues,”
Regev said. “The coalition agreements are violating core principles of
Israeli constitutional law and any notion of equality.”

But Yizhar Hess, CEO of Israel’s Conservative movement, said the
reforms hardly affected non-Orthodox Jews, so neither will their repeal.
The conversion reform only expanded Orthodox conversion, keeping
Conservative and Reform ceremonies unrecognized. Yesh Atid, Hess said,
should have focused on civil unions rather than the draft.

“They should have been insisting on a reform in marriage,” Hess said. “If
there were civil unions, it would have touched the lives of so many Israelis
that no government would have been able to change it. Instead they dealt
with things that were marginal.”

Shelach said that Yesh Atid hopes to mobilize the Israeli public to oppose
the coalition agreements, but secular Israelis have yet to fill the streets in
protest. To pressure the Israeli government, Regev and Hess are instead
looking across the ocean. They hope the coalition agreements will convince
American Jewish leaders, who began to organize a campaign in 2013 for
Israeli marriage reform, to increase their activism.

Hiddush plans to “partner with Jewish Diaspora leadership and American
leadership in pointing to the fact that these issues are not just an Israeli con-
cern,” Regev said. “They are a matter of global concern because they will
determine the face of Israel in the next chapter.” 

Back in power, haredi parties aim to roll back religious reforms

Haredi Israelis are celebrating the agreements as
a return to a comfortable status quo, but advocates
for religious pluralism are struggling to figure out
how to advance their cause, which has significant
public backing. A September poll by the religious
pluralism advocacy NGO Hiddush found that two-
thirds of Jewish-Israelis back legalizing civil mar-
riage and 64 percent support recognizing
Conservative and Reform conversions.

Winding our way
down Austin Street, we
eventually made our way
to the Chesed shel Emes.

Before we arrived there, however, Fleisher stopped to point
out what was formerly the Sharon Home and which is sup-
posed to become a rehab centre. He also noted the proximi-
ty of the Sharon Home to the Chesed shel Emes. (I didn’t
open my mouth to say that some wags used to say that there
was a conveyor belt from the Sharon Home to the Chesed
shel Emes. Sometimes I hold my tongue.)

I was surprised to learn that we were going to be allowed
into the Chesed; and even more surprised to find out that, once inside, we
were to be treated to a short history of the facility by Sharon Allentuck,
who explained that Chesed Executive Director Rena Boroditsky was away,
so Sharon was acting in her stead. 

Sharon explained that the Chesed shel Emes had been founded in 1930
by volunteers who wanted to ensure that every Jew had access to Jewish
burial. In 1947 the chapel was built and it was used for Shabbat services
until sometime in the 1930s.

The tour continued up Main Street to Burrows Avenue where we pro-
ceeded to the Ashkenazie Synagogue - Winnipeg’s oldest synagogue.
Again - I was surprised that we were all allowed into the building. It turns
out that Saul Spitz, who has taken upon himself personal responsibility for
insuring the continued maintenance and care of the building, was there to
give a talk to tour participants about the synagogue. 

As people sat in rapt attention, one member of the group noted that - just
like the Chesed shel Emes, the walls of the Ashkenazie were painted blue

and white. That individual wondered
whether there was a particular signifi-
cance to the blue paint. Spitz’s terse and
direct answer: “No”. (I wonder about that.
I’d be curious to hear from readers on that
point. I had always assumed that blue is
significant as the Jewish colour. Was it
really a case, as someone else suggested,
that there was a sale on blue paint when
the Ashkenazie was painted?)

Leaving the Ashkenazie, we proceeded
to Flora and Charles - the site of the

German Club, and which was the home of the Talmud Torah at one time.
Although Fleisher said that it was the site of the original Talmud Torah,
according to the Gray Academy website, the first Talmud Torah was in
King Edward School, followed by a move to a building at Dufferin and
Aikins. Only later was it housed in the building on Flora and Charles, but
why be a nit-picker?

Finally the group made its way to the mecca of the north end: Gunn’s
Bakery, which was opened in 1937. Interestingly Fleisher observed that
Gunn’s Bakery is next to what was formerly the Hebrew Sick Benefit Hall
- and what is now home to a Christian worship group. Yet the building itself
still retains the initials “HSB”. In many respects that’s typical of so many
parts of the north end, isn’t it? There are vestiges of its Jewish connections
but now what were once identifiable Jewish landmarks are long gone.

And - something that I also noticed on this particular walk: Most of the
participants weren’t Jewish - just like so much of our heritage, non-Jews
seem to appreciate its significance more than we do.

Jane’s Walk
(Continued from page 19.)
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Community news

By REBECA KUROPATWA
A north end icon that moved downtown 30 years ago is no more...for now.
Owned and operated by the Levinson family, Garry’s

Deli (deli/restaurant/catering business) has been serving
Portage and Main customers for the last three decades. 

But when their lease was up, Winnipeg Square man-
agement and the Levinsons could not come to terms over
a new lease, so the Levinsons decided it was time for a
new chapter of the family business.

Garry and Rhonda Levinson decided to open Garry’s
Deli back in 1978 on Jefferson and Sinclair. As it hap-
pens, that was two days before their daughter, Lisa
Levinson’s first birthday.

Family business
Lisa Levinson (38) and her sister, Stacey Bazak, have

been a part of the business since Day One. 
“I worked there as a small child,” said Levinson. “I

remember bagging bagels when they came in, still hot.” 
Levinson became a full-time employee a week after her

high school graduation – 20 years ago – and began her climb up the business
totem pole. She took on the role of general manager shortly before her father
passed away 12 years ago. 

“After he passed, my sister and I took over the business,” Levinson said. “My
sister did a lot of the bookkeeping side of the business and I did more customer
relations, working with the vendors, being the general manager.” 

Deli’s evolution 
Back in 1978, Garry’s Deli was a north end tradition, a grocery store and deli

lunch spot. It was very popular among the community, serving up kosher-style
soul food, like chopped liver, herring, knishes, and bagels. 

“Then, my father decided there was opportunity downtown,” recalled
Levinson. “I remember as a small child of eight-years-old, him taking my sister
and me to the new location in Winnipeg Square. It was just walls and cement
flooring. He told us this was where he was building a new restaurant.” 

The Winnipeg Square location is where Garry’s Deli remained over the last
30 years. Bazak and Levinson ran it well, with the help of their mother, who
Levinson described as having been, “the heart and soul of the business.”

About 20 years ago, Garry decided to sell the north end location and focus on the
downtown venue. “It was a different clientele,” said Levinson. “You’re now deal-

ing with business clientele. You’d see suits coming in everyday, as opposed to fam-
ilies coming in to go grocery shopping. A lot of our focus then became catering.

Our tagline was, ‘Business Class Catering.’ 
“We prided ourselves on all our homemade soups, home-

made everything. People still ask us how we make our Greek
and Caesar salad dressing, saying we need to bottle it.” 

Closure and move
As the end of their lease was coming up, the Levinsons

worked to negotiate a new one, but found they could not
find workable terms with the landlord. “We decided we
wanted to leave on a high note and start a new chapter in our
lives,” said Levinson. 

“It came as a huge shock to everyone. I’ve been over-
whelmed with phone calls, e-mails, texts, facebook mes-
sages, and other social media messages…saying that they
were very sad to see us go. They weren’t sure where they
were going to get their morning coffee or their Greek salad
at lunchtime, or the best corned beef sandwich they’d had.
It was shocking.” 

Some of Garry’s Deli’s customers had been coming to the establishment for
longer than Levinson has worked there. 

“After I was closing up, I had people coming to say goodbye and crying to me
that they’re going to miss us,” she said. “You get to know people. You see the same
people every day – one, two, or three times a day for their coffee, breakfast, and
lunch. You get to know who they are and they get embedded into your family. 

“We’ve always looked at our customers not just as customers, but as extend-
ed family. The same went for our employees that had worked for our family for
between 20 and 29 years. They were definitely an extended part of our family.” 

Starting anew
Without yet divulging too many details, Levinson said the family business

will definitely be continuing well into the future within the restaurant industry.
“I’m in the works right now looking for a new venue,” she said. “My sister and
I will both be part of it.”

While the new place will not continue with the “Garry’s Deli” name, it will
more than likely run along the same lines of what they have been successfully
doing over the years. Stay tuned for more news on this latest venture in the very
near future.

Lisa (L) and Stacey (R) Levinson

Garry’s Deli on the move
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Books/

“Catch the Jew!”
By Tuvia Tenenbom, 
Gefen Publishing House, 
February 2015 
484 pages

By AMELIA KATZEN/JNS.or 
Alan Dershowitz is fond of pointing out that, were a

Martian to land in the middle of the United Nations, he
would think that Israel was the worst place on the
earth, which is otherwise perfect.

In the recently published “Catch the Jew!” Tuvia
Tenenbom is a German journalist playing the role of
that Martian, but he lands in middle of the state of
Israel. His publisher has given him the assignment of
writing about Israel by interviewing its inhabitants
over the course of seven months. He arrives in Israel
more or less a tabula rasa, a blank slate, with no polit-
ical agenda or expectations. What does he find? People
of all sorts, who are surprising, predictable, infuriat-
ing, self-serving, dedicated, funny, sad, uplifting,
depressing, and enlightening. There’s something for
everyone.

Tenenbom was born in Jerusalem to an ultra-religious and anti-Zionist
family, left the fold as a young man to live in the United States, and later
moved to Germany, where he works as a journalist. He is fluent in Hebrew,
English, German, and Arabic, all of which he uses both as cover and to
ingratiate himself as needed with the subjects of his interviews. 

Tenenbom talks to Palestinians and Jews, the religious and the secular,
leftists and conservatives, Bedouins and settlers, streetwalkers and
Members of Knesset. He asks Jews what it means to be an Israeli,
Palestinians what it means to live in Israel, Bedouin women what their sex
life is like (and can they please invite him inside their house?), NGOs
where they get their money. Though they are initially evasive, Tuvia per-
sists, and what they tell him is amazingly revealing.

Tuvia starts his Israeli sojourn with a visit to the Old City of Jerusalem
and the Temple Mount. He is puzzled by his inability as either a Jew or a
Christian (he tries both identities) to visit the mosques without being
denied access by Israeli police or chased away by Arabs. In contrast to
other places in the world, he discovers, “Here the ones occupied, the Arabs,
dictate to the occupiers, the Jews, that they, the Jews, must protect them,
the Arabs, from their brethren, the other Jews, and from the Christians.”
This type of insight is typical.

Among the Arabs that “Tobi the German journalist” befriends is General
Jibril Rajoub, a charismatic leader jailed more than once by the Israelis for
terrorism and previously head of the Palestinian Authority’s intelligence
and security apparatus. Jibril invites Tobi to a Palestinian Independence
Day party in Bil’in, site of ongoing protests against the separation wall and

the star of the film “5 Broken Cameras.” 
As it turns out, Tobi is not the only guest,

and it’s not exactly a party. He mounts a bus
full of European diplomats and NGO work-
ers, some wearing Hermes scarves with their
keffiyehs, which takes them to a spot guard-
ed by a handful of Israel Defense Forces sol-
diers. European journalists set up their cam-
eras in one area; Palestinians are praying in
another. An imam incites the crowd, youths
start to throw rocks, the soldiers do nothing.
Eventually the rocks become boulders, then
firebombs. Now the soldiers respond with
tear gas, the cameras start to roll, and the
party guests run for cover. Once the journal-
ists have enough and begin to pack up, the
“protest” ends. 

As he travels through Palestinian towns,
Tuvia learns that funding for the beautiful
homes and Arab cultural centers comes from
the European Union (EU), especially

Germany. He visits Gerald Steinberg of the NGO Monitor research insti-
tute. Of 150 international NGOs operating in Israel, 50 are funded by
Germany or German foundations, and all of them are pro-Palestinian.
Tuvia wonders why these young Europeans are so dedicated to protecting
the Palestinians from Israeli oppression. 

Tuvia finds his answer as he follows a group of Italian youths touring the
Yad Vashem Holocaust museum, led by an Israeli named Itamar, “a proud
ex-Jew.” The educational trip has been arranged by an Italian institution in
Milano and paid for by the EU. Tuvia wonders what these Europeans will
think about the “Dead Jews’ Museum.” But Itamar the educator does his
best to turn the World War II story into a contemporary one, by making
comparisons between then and now—that is, between yesterday’s Nazis
and today’s Israelis. 

Thanks to their guide, at each exhibit, the Italians see the dead Jews of
the camps but hear the name “Palestine.” They watch a film of Nazi offi-
cers but hear the name Israel. As Tenenbom puts it, the Europeans are
“using Yad Vashem, the monument for millions of Jews slaughtered at their
hands, as a platform for poisonous propaganda against the survivors of
their butchery.”

“Catch the Jew!” is filled with such realizations, small and large. It is at
once a breezily written travelogue and a voyage through the political land-
scape, spotted with ideological landmines at every step. Even if you think
you know everything there is to know about Israel, you’ll meet people you
never knew existed and you’ll have fun getting to know them. But beware:
in June, Tuvia told JNS.org, he will be starting his research for a new
book—about the U.S.

‘Catch the Jew!’ replete with diverse people in an ideological minefield

Tuvia Tenenbom (left) with Jibril Rajoub,
former head of the Palestinian Authority╒s
intelligence and security apparatus, in
Ramallah. Behind them is a photo of Yasser
Arafat. Credit: Gefen Publishing.

And now for something completely different: How about a new comic strip?
You may have noticed that this paper hasn’t run any sort of a cartoon in

quite a while. We used to run “Drybones” but, like most things, we believe
it had run its course  and had grown old and tired.

There don’t seem to be a whole lot of replacements for Drybones, how-
ever, i.e. cartoons that have a slight edge to them and that offer some sort
of commentary on news of Jewish interest in particular.

We recently discovered a new cartoon strip though (Well, it’s not really

that new as it turns out. It’s been around for well more than a year. 
We thought we’d give it a try. To be honest, after looking through quite a

few of the artist’s strips we weren’t all that impressed. 
But, in the interests of trying something new, we thought we’d offer a

sampling of “The Menschkins” to see whether it generates any sort of a
reaction at all.

So, here are four strips that might generate a chuckle or two:
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CELEBRATE IN STYLE.
CELEBRATE IN THE SUN!

JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL  
CEREMONY & OUTDOOR  

GARDEN PARTY

SUNDAY, JUNE 14, 2015, 6:00PM AT THE  
ASPER JEWISH COMMUNITY CAMPUS

WE THANK OUR DONORS. 

WE CELEBRATE OUR COMMUNITY. 

WE WELCOME OUR NEW SIGNERS OF  
THE ENDOWMENT BOOK OF LIFE. 

WE PARTY!
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Jewish Foundation Winds Up
50th Anniversary Year with a

Garden Party
Event thanks donors; welcomes new

Endowment Book of Life Signers
“It’s a time to celebrate and a time to thank our donors,” said Marsha

Cowan, Chief Executive Officer of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba. “We could not achieve what we do without our donors.
We’re expecting to see hundreds of supporters at the party.”

The celebration takes place on Sunday, June 14, at 6:00 p.m. at the
Asper Jewish Community Campus. The program starts indoors with a
ceremony to welcome new signers of the JFM’s Endowment Book of
Life and then moves on to the stunning Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba Garden. Live entertainment includes musical performances
by Richard Yaffe, Ron Paley, Shayla Fink, and Kinzey Posen. The
party will also feature summer refreshments.

The event also marks the end of the JFM’s 50th anniversary year
which included a major gala in October that attracted 900 people. “It’s
been an important and exciting year for us,” said Cowan. “Our donors,
sponsors, volunteers, and staff rallied together enthusiastically. This is
a wonderful opportunity to celebrate what we have accomplished
together.”

To kick off the evening, the Foundation welcomes a new cohort of
signers of the Endowment Book of Life, the JFM’s flagship planned
giving program. There will now be more than 750 personal and fami-
ly stories in the Endowment Book of Life told by people who have
promised to leave an estate gift to the Foundation, or who have made
special planned giving arrangements with the JFM.

The new signers are: Ian Barnes; Ronna Birnboim; Diane & Richard
Boroditsky; Alex Burstein; Ruth Lehmann & Eric Ellis; Janis
Goodman (in honour of the Ripstein family); Barbara Goszer; Esther
Katz (in memory of Morris Katz); Fay-Lynn & Philip (z’l) Katz; Ellen
& David Kroft; Jeffrey Kronson; Melanie Martin, Candice Tenenbein,
and Jeffrey Schachter (in memory of Cheryl Arnold); Bert Minuk;
David Pollock; Clarice Shell; Carol (Genser) & Ron Slater; Carol
Woodward; Anita Wortzman; Adele & Arthur Wortzman; Susan
Wortzman; Teresa Rogers & Jason Wortzman; and Richard Yaffe (in
memory of Pearl & Philip Yaffe).

“The Endowment Book of Life program is perhaps our greatest suc-
cess story,” said Cowan. “Not only has the program generated millions
of dollars of contributions over the years, but the stories shared by our
participants collectively tell the story of our community. We’re espe-
cially grateful that we are seeing more younger families participate in
recent years. And we’re also seeing increased participation by people
who used to live in Winnipeg – proving that there really is no such
thing as a former Winnipegger!”

Tickets for the June 14 event are $36 ($18 for children 12 and under)
and are available in advance only from the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba office. The event is presented in part through the anniversary
sponsorship of Jon Holeman & Associates Private Wealth
Management/RBC Wealth Management, Dominion Securities.

“We’re grateful to Jon for his generosity and we’re looking forward
to having a large crowd at the party,” said Cowan. “This is truly an
exciting opportunity to celebrate our dynamic community.”

Israeli veterans say lax rules of engagement 
led to destruction in Gaza

(JTA) – Testimonies from over 60 Israeli soldiers who fought in last
summer’s Gaza war said that “permissive” rules of engagement led to
indiscriminate artillery fire that caused unnecessary damage to
Palestinian civilians. 

The 237-page report released by the group Breaking the Silence on
May 4 called the Israel Defense Forces’ behavior during the military
operation titled Protective Edge an “ethical failure … from the top of the
chain of command.” The report features interviews with combatants and
soldiers who served in command centers. 

The soldiers described shooting at innocent civilians and aimlessly
destroying property and vegetation. 

“If we don’t see someone waving a white flag, screaming, ‘I give up’
or something – then he’s a threat and there’s authorization to open fire,”
said a first sergeant serving in the Mechanized Infantry in Gaza. 

The IDF repudiated the report. 
“Unfortunately, as in the past, Breaking the Silence has refused to pro-

vide the IDF with any proof of their claims,” an IDF spokeswoman told
Reuters. 

Over 2,100 Palestinians were killed in the conflict last July and August
compared to 66 Israeli soldiers and six Israeli civilians. The number of
civilian casualties among the Palestinians sparked accusations of war
crimes against Israeli soldiers. 


