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Highlighting the features of our new facility.

An enduring structure; a comforting environment.

The funds raised will be used to: demolish the existing south building; 

build the new structure; protect the north building during demolition  

and construction; and furnish the new building with new equipment.  

The vision is of a building that is handsome, durable, and comforting and 

that includes state-of-the-art equipment for the care of the deceased. 

The new 4,000-square-foot building will include the following features:

• a new, larger tahara room with stainless steel counters and more 

room for volunteers to perform their work safely (“tahara” is the ritual 

washing and dressing of a Jewish person in preparation for burial);

• new, state-of-the-art refrigeration units;

• new mechanical lifts for transferring bodies more safely;

• enhanced safety features to improve the experience of volunteers and 

ensure the dignity of the deceased;

• expanded storage space for caskets, shrouds, and supplies;

• an elevator for guests and volunteers with mobility issues;

• wheelchair access to the building;

• private meeting spaces for mourners, extended family, 

and friends to gather (currently, mourners use the  

boardroom);

• more comfortable accommodations for shomrim  

(“shomrim” are guards who watch over the deceased,  

so that they are never alone);

• a safer, more accessible back staircase and entrance way;

• enhanced washroom facilities;

• refurbished office space;

• refurbished basement crawl space for additional storage 

(the current basement is undeveloped);

• state-of-the-art heating and cooling systems; and

• other features to create better conditions for mourners, 

staff, and volunteers, and to ensure the  

dignity of the deceased.

In 2021, Chesed Shel Emes will open the doors 

on a new facility to meet the needs of the 

Jewish community for many years to come.

“It’s an ambitious timeline, but it’s essential 

that we start and finish this project in a timely 

fashion,”says Rena Boroditsky, Executive  

Director of Chesed Shel Emes.

Chesed Shel Emes’s south building is 

114-years-old. It was built in 1905 as a private 

residence, and was purchased by the newly 

established Chesed Shel Emes in 1930.  

The building has met the needs of thousands 

of families over the years, and is showing its age. The attached chapel, 

built in 1947, is in good repair and will be a beautiful complement to  

the new building.

“The new building will provide a better and more comfortable experi-
ence for mourners and other visitors,” says Boroditsky. “And for our 
volunteers, we are designing this new space with safety top of mind.”

Chesed Shel Emes’s $3.18 million fundraising campaign launched last 

month, and early response has been positive.

“I think people in our community understand the important role that 

Chesed Shel Emes plays in the life cycle,” says Boroditsky. “Having an  

effective and dignified infrastructure to prepare the deceased for burial 

and to support mourners is something a strong community does for itself. 

I’m optimistic that we will meet our goal.”

“Supporting this campaign is a mitzvah. One of the 
greatest responsibilities in Jewish community life is to 
take care of the deceased in a tender and respectful way. 
It is easy to take Chesed Shel Emes for granted, and so 
it is important that we don’t. It’s an organization that 
touches all of us and helps to keep our community strong. 
It is important that we all make a significant gift.”

—Larry Vickar, Donor

Call Chesed Shel Emes today at 204-582-5088  
or make your campaign gift online at ourtradition.ca

Please help us replace and equip the aging south building of Winnipeg’s  
Jewish funeral home. You can build on our tradition of lovingkindness.

The reception area will be designed for the 
comfort of mourners and other visitors.

The new building’s exterior will blend in 
beautifully with the existing chapel.
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Community news
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Simkin Centre looking for 
new board members

Respect and care for our elderly and most vulnerable Jewish com-
munity members is one of the highest mitzvot any organization can
perform.

The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre is our only Jewish residential
institution that can offer a home to our loved ones when they require
personal care and support in a kosher and Jewish spiritual environ-
ment. 

Our community is so blessed that previous generations have worked
so hard to create and ensure the continuity of an institution whose pro-
fessional staff and volunteers dedicate themselves to providing the
highest quality of compassionate and loving care in this 200 bed facil-
ity. 

Through professional and life experience, the board of directors play
an important role in overseeing and setting policy direction for the
Centre .

Members are strong advocates in our community for the Centre and
are passionate about strengthening and maintaining the highest level of
health care and Jewish practices and rituals.

I have been proud to serve as a board member for eight years and
privileged for the opportunity to support the invaluable work done here
for families.

If you care about the future of our Jewish community organization
devoted to elder wellbeing , I invite you to submit a letter of interest.

New board member terms commence this October and meetings are
held generally once a month .

If you would like more information, please call me at 204-792-0257
or Chair Selma Gilfix at 204-880-8140 

Marilyn Regiec- Nominations chair and board member.

North End Jewish Choir 
looking for new members

The North End Jewish Choir has been going
strong for nearly 75 years, performing for main-
ly Jewish audiences with their main focus
revolving around the Warsaw Ghetto Memorial
evening – the most recent of which was on April
29 at Etz Chaim Synagogue.

Dora Rosenbaum (90) has been working
behind the scenes as well as singing in the choir
for years. Born in Morden, Manitoba,

Rosenbaum’s family moved to Winnipeg when she was four-years-old. She
grew up and still lives in the north end.

Being an active 90-year-old, Rosenbaum said, “There are several people
I know who are 90+ and we always get the same reaction – of astonish-
ment. But, you know, the ones who are 90 and + are still leading very busy
lives, and we’re doing what we’ve done all our lives. So, 90 is just a num-
ber.”

Rosenbaum recently lost her husband, with whom who she raised their
kids, but her kids and grandkids keep her busy, as does being part of the
choir.

“One of the reasons we established the choir was to keep the Jewish
(Yiddish) language alive,” said Rosenbaum. “In 1945, it was 100 percent
Jewish. But, when we reinvented the choir recently, in the last 10 years, we
opened it up to non-Jews too.

“The common thread is that most of the people that are not Jewish love
to sing, and they like the type of songs we sing. We do folk songs. I spend
a lot of time on transliteration and they don’t seem to have a problem,
because  the majority are Jewish. So, we help the others, and it’s just a great
adventure.”

Currently, the number of choir members sits at around 20, but they would
like to see that number grow – especially, as some members are getting on
in years.

While the overwhelming majority of choir members are seniors,
Rosenbaum said, “we have a smattering of some who are still work-
ing...with the exception of two who are well below 50 (who are related to
the conductor, Koren/Kozub Kaminsky)...It’s wonderful, they’ve been
willing to sit in.

“We’d like to have more members below 50-years-old.
“In any ethnic choir, it’s very difficult to recruit new people, because,

evidently, most people, if they want to sing, they want to sing in English,
as they understand it.”

The North End Jewish Choir meets once a week on Thursday evenings
from 7:30-9:30 pm at St. John’s High School. Yearly performances include
Chanukah shows at the Simkin Centre and the Shaftsbury, their annual
Warsaw Ghetto commemoration, and a few other smaller events.

Due to tight finances, choir members pay a nominal fee to help pay the
conductor and pianist. Over the years, donations and grants has helped the
choir live on.

“We sing in Yiddish, Hebrew, Latino, English, and Spanish, but our main
language – like 99.9 percent – is Yiddish,” said Rosenbaum. “We try to
work on songs that were lost during the Holocaust, and we keep discover-
ing more and more songs.”

For more information or join the choir, contact Dora Rosenbaum at
(204)-338-3448.

The North End Jewish Choir has been going strong for nearly 75
years. You don’t have to know Yiddish to join - just love to sing. Also,
not all the members are Jewish any longer.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA



My usual column is shorter this issue – again,
not because I’ve run short of things to write about
(now that would be unusual, wouldn’t it?), but
because I’m sure readers will enjoy reading the
column by Jonathan Tobin on this page. I’m
always impressed by Tobin’s insights, especially
when he explains how impossible it is to think that
Palestinians will ever accept Israel’s right to exist.
(By the way, you can read more from Jonathan

Tobin on the Jewish News Service website, which is available free of charge.) 
The past two weeks were especially busy in our Jewish community here,

with many events of a different nature occurring. We try to cover most events,
but we don’t aim to write about everything going on in the community.

I want to particularly thank Keith Levit for the photographs he supplied for
this issue. Keith is not only a first-rate photographer, he attends many Jewish
events because he is interested in them – and while he’s there, he snaps terrif-
ic photos. This past week, when two events overlapped the same night – the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Rabbi Telushkin lecture and Yom Ha’atsmaut celebra-
tions at the Campus (which I’ve been attending myself every year for as long
as I can remember), Keith graciously agreed to supply us with photos from
Yom Ha’atsmaut – the same evening they occurred. Now that’s service above
and beyond the call of duty!

As lectures go, Rabbi Telushkin’s was absolutely riveting. What I also found
refreshing was that it didn’t deal (except tangentially) with the issue that
seems to be all-pervasive within the minds of so many Jews these days, which
is anti-Semitism.

Elsewhere in this issue you’ll find an article by Yolanda Papini-Pollock, who
is the driving force behind Winnipeg Friends of Israel. Yolanda asked me
whether she could write about an event that WFI sponsored, at which Shelley
Faintuch, former Community Relations Director of the Jewish Federation,
gave a talk about the history of anti-Semitism. I also attended that event, but
I agreed to let Yolanda give her own take on what the evening was like.

I know that it’s terribly unfashionable, however, to suggest that concerns
over anti-Semitism in Winnipeg are overblown, but I did make that point at
the WFI event – and was roundly criticized for daring to say that. I tried to
argue that Canada is not France – where anti-Semitism is a huge and con-
stantly growing problem, nor is it the United States, where lunatic gun laws
put Jews in peril of being shot any time they attend synagogue or when their
children go to school.

I do admit that the internet is a cesspool of hate – not only for Jews, but for
just about anyone who is a target for bullying of any sort. So, when B’nai Brith
released its most recent Audit of Antisemitic Events in Canada (for 2018), it
was no surprise that over 80% of the events it listed as anti-Semitic occurred
on the internet.

But, I still insist that Canada is relatively much safer for Jews than almost
any other county in the world – and Winnipeg, crime ridden as many may
think it is, is not Paris or Lyons, nor is it in any danger of becoming like those
two cities, where Jews are not safe to walk the streets.

Still, I admit that holding the view that I do – which is that we’re not enter-
ing into a new 1930s-like period when growing anti-Semitism eventually led
to the annihilation of much of world Jewry, is not popular among many Jews.
By the time this is published, there will have been the third Jewish speaker
(including Shelley Faintuch, David Harris, and Brett Stephens) to have spoken
on the subject of growing anti-Semitism to a Winnipeg audience within two
weeks.

It’s human nature to exagger-
ate threats that empirically may
not really be as great as many
would believe. For years we
were told that crime was on the
increase in Winnipeg, but when
statistics started to indicate that
crime was actually down, most
individuals still held to the
notion that crime was going up.

I would argue that the same
holds with regard to fears of
growing anti-Semitism – in
Canada. Certainly it’s easier for
us in the media to command
readers’ attention by warning
you’re in grave danger of being
attacked because you’re
Jewish, but there has been a
tendency now to overreact to
the perceived danger.

This isn’t a call to be compla-
cent about anti-Semitism; it’s
simply a request to weigh the
actual evidence how strong the
danger is, not the perception of
evidence. But, I admit, just like
many views I espouse on these
pages, I’m probably in the dis‐
tinct minority in writing that.

Published every second Wednesday. 

Subscriptions in Canada
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Short takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

(May 8, 2019 / JNS) Much of the discussion
about Israel and the Palestinians revolves around
one question: Why does the conflict continue?
Most of those who offer answers, especially veter-
an Middle East “experts” who have been advocat-
ing for and helping to promote the peace process
for decades, spin a complicated tale in which
Israel’s unwillingness to make concessions is put
forward as just as much, if not more, responsible

for the lack of peace than Palestinian intransigence and terrorism. 
But though the region’s history during the course of the last century is com-

plex, the answer to the question is actually quite simple. The conflict contin-
ues because the Jewish state exists.

That’s a daunting thought as Israelis spend Yom Ha’atzmaut (Independence
Day) watching fireworks, and enjoying barbecues and other holiday activi-
ties. It would be much easier to think that the conflict, which Israelis can’t
evade because they spend the day right beforehand marking the solemn
observance of Yom Hazikaron (Memorial Day), when those who fell in
defense of their nation and victims of terror are remembered. The two days
are not something that can be neatly cordoned off.

But while it might be easier to live with if the ongoing struggle could be
merely blamed on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s supposed hard line
or something else that might be remedied by the people of Israel, the truth is
that the endless debate about how best to advance the cause of peace essen-
tially boils down to a single equation. As long as the Jews are celebrating the
rebirth of their sovereignty in the land of Israel, peace won’t happen. It won’t
happen until their Palestinian neighbors come to grips with the fact that this
fact will never be reversed.

This is easily forgotten amid much of the rhetoric heard from those who say
that Israelis are sliding away from democracy by electing leaders American
liberals don’t understand or like. However, the events of the past year, during
which weekly “Marches of Return” have continued along the border with
Gaza aimed at promoting the idea that the last 71 years of history can be
erased, are a reminder that in the eyes of the Jewish state’s opponents, what
is going on there is a zero sum game.

That’s a grim reality that a clear majority of Israelis have accepted. The
fourth consecutive victory of the Netanyahu-led Likud Party coalition reflect-
ed the Israeli people’s rejection of those who have failed to comprehend the
consequences of recent failed attempts to trade land for peace. That grim
equation in which peace is not merely a difficult problem, but also out of
reach, is the sort of thing that leads some Jews to despair. The notion of a gen-
erational conflict continuing for another generation is hard to bear. So perhaps
it’s understandable that some prefer to cling to myths about settlements being
the cause of conflict or shortsighted Israeli leaders missing opportunities for
peace. To many, the fact that Israel can’t solve the conflict with a bold con-
ciliatory stroke or even a long negotiating process leaves them feeling help-
less. It also contradicts some of the precepts that the early Zionists clung to,
in which they felt that they could determine events, rather than being forced
to depend to some extent on the actions of others.

Nevertheless, this should actually serve to remind us not only of the incred-
ible nature of Israel’s achievements during the last 71 years, but also that its
ability to thrive isn’t dependent on the good will of the Palestinians.

In a matter of seven decades, the Jewish state has risen from a poverty-
stricken backwater to the status of a First World economy and a regional mil-
itary superpower. And it did so despite the predictions of doom and gloom.

Prior to 1948, Zionists were told that there was no way a Jewish state could
be created. As Israelis are now often reminded, the numbers and time itself
were against them. The staying power of anti-Semitic hate fueled resistance
to the Zionist project then as it does now. But in spite of that, in spite of the
refusal of the Palestinians to accept territorial compromise, Israel has gone
from strength to strength.

What is needed on Yom Ha’atzmaut is not a day of cheering for modern
Israel, though it deserves plaudits for its economic achievements, military
valor and vibrant culture. Rather, what is called for is an appreciation of how
extraordinary the mere fact of its existence is in the context of Jewish histo-
ry. Its rebirth and ability to defend itself and thrive in the face of continued
hate and terrorism is something previous generations of Jews would have
considered a miracle. It’s also something that was achieved by the determi-
nation of the Jewish people to persevere, no matter the obstacles and opposi-
tion.

Like any human creation, Israel is imperfect and faces problems. But what
its people have done in the last 71 years is something few rational people
would have imagined possible. In our own time and with our own eyes, we
have seen 71 years of miracles as the Jewish state survived, thrived and
enriched the lives of all Jews, even if they resided elsewhere. That should
give us confidence that problems that seem impossible to surmount will be
overcome, as they have been throughout the last seven decades. Though the
very fact of its existence continues to spur the enemies of the Jewish people
to go on fighting, it is no reason to despair or to succumb to the lies of those
who slander it. To the contrary, Israel’s strength and survival in the face of
continued opposition is even more reason to celebrate.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS-Jewish News Syndicate. Follow
him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict is about this one day
The celebration of Israeli independence is more than a holiday. It’s a

time to take stock of the country’s incredible achievements, as well as the
reason why peace remains elusive.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN



By MYRON LOVE
In science fiction terms, the most recent outbreak in missile/bomb

exchanges between Israel and the Hamas/Islamic Jihad religious fanatics
who control Gaza would be described as a time loop.

It could also be seen as an existential version of hell.
For what seems like the umpteenth time  Hamas and Islamic Jihad  –

seemingly out of the blue, started firing hundreds of missiles into Israel in
a futile attempt to do what exactly - other than kill Israeli civilian?

And as usual, Israel responded with massive bombing while also striving
to minimize civilian casualties in Israel (thanks to the Iron Dome missile
defense system), and in Gaza as well, while inflicting widespread damage
to Hamas and IJ infrastructure in that benighted area.

At which point – the Israeli response and threats of invasion – Hamas
leaders quickly called for a ceasefire.

So what is the point of it all from the Hamas/OJ side? Anyone who tells
you it is about Palestinian resistance to “Israeli occupation” is either lying
or completely clueless. There is absolutely no definition of occupation
under which Israel “occupies” Gaza.

Sure, Israel maintains a partial naval blockade of Gaza. The intention is
to try to prevent Hamas/IJ from smuggling in even more missiles and
weapons than it already does.

Likewise, the fact that Israel and Gaza have a border which is patrolled
on the Israeli side by Israeli soldiers does not constitute an “occupation”.
All countries that are not islands have land borders with other countries and
most of these borders are guarded by armed military or civilian personnel.

Hamas’s cries of “occupation” only make sense if you open your ears to
the terrorist organization’s clear and repeated claim that all of Israel is
“occupied Arab territory”. There is no reason that anybody would believe
what Hamas leaders say – except for those who are blinded and deafened
by anti-Israel hostility.

But why now? After all, nothing really changed after these exchanges of
bloodshed.

One possibility is that Hamas/IJ wanted to give Israel a “black eye” on
the eve of the Eurovision competitions scheduled for Tel Aviv last week.

There have been actual demonstrations in Gaza by Gazan residents
against Hamas rule in recent weeks – demonstrations that weren’t reported
and which Hamas quickly squelched (as compared to weekly mass demon-
strations along the Gaza-Israel border which Hamas encourages). Maybe
firing hundreds of missiles into Israel was Hamas’s attempt to change the
channel – distract its people from complaining about Hamas. That is, after
all, what dictatorships do.

Another theory is that Iran was behind it. Iran is the major sponsor and
supplier of Islamic Jihad. Iran’s economy is being badly hurt by American
sanctions. Iran had threatened reprisals against the United States and Israel. 

I have also read that Hamas and Islamic Jihad are having trouble acquir-
ing more missiles and missile parts because of the financial squeeze on
Iran, which has been forced to drastically cut back on funding for its ter-
rorist allies. Also, renewed fighting in Libya, which has been a major
source of those missiles, might have had something to do with this latest
round of rocket fire from Gaza.

So maybe this latest outburst was a form of the “Hail Mary” pass in foot-
ball.

Now why, some readers may wonder, doesn’t Israel just send in the army
and put an end to this destructive game of tit for tat once and for all?
Perhaps it might have come to that if the missile barrage had continued or
the number of Israelis killed was significant (as compare to four – tragic as
it may be for their families).

On the other hand, Israel has no interest in re-invading and re-occupying
Gaza and a million Palestinian Arabs, which would inevitably lead to get-
ting involved in a drawn out guerilla war.

So, the status quo it will remain until at least the next time – and there
will be a next time - maybe months from now, maybe years from now.

In the meantime, tourism to Israel is hitting record numbers and that tra-
jectory is only going to grow - despite the ongoing threats on Israel’s bor-
ders.
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Comment

Some thoughts on last week’s Israel/gaza flare-up

Spare us the sarcasm, Bellan
Firstly, I want to thank Bernie for his very detailed description of how

he cracked the BerMax incident. Who needs the police? More impor-
tantly and more seriously, I resent the Post headline stating that the
BerMax affair was a black mark for the Jewish community. The black
mark applies only to the Berent family if the allegations against them
are proven in a Court of Law. The Jewish community has nothing to
apologize for. The Berent family does not represent me or anyone else.
Quit beating this dead horse! Regarding Bellan’s self righteous, sarcas-
tic, condescending spanking of those who peacefully protested
Sarsour’s presence in our city: how dare Bellan so smugly refer to those
of us present as “succumbing to pressure” by groups such as B’nai
Brith? Bellan has a lot of nerve referring to those who oppose Sarsour
as an “embarrassment to our community”. Those who protested her
presence are not anyone’s puppets. I know that after speaking to many
of the people at the rally that they felt hurt at the presence of someone
who gushes over the terrorist who killed two Jews in Israel. They are
hurt by her endorsement of Farrakhan and his vicious anti-Semitic
rants. They are hurt by Sarsour’s references to Jewish dual loyalty
because of their support for Israel. Bellan should praise Mayor
Bowman for taking our feelings into account instead of mocking us. I
thank Ron East, Yolanda Papini Pollock, B’nai Brith and others help us
find our voice. Mr. Bellan owes many an apology.
Howard Tennenhouse

Anti-Semitism
Today, April 30th, the Free Press published an article providing infor-

mation from B’nai Brith’s Annual Audit of Anti Semitic Incidents 2018
indicating a continuing upward trend of anti-Semetic acts in Manitoba
[Winnipeg] and Saskatchewan. The recent incident at BerMax Caffé -
whether it was an actual anti-Semitic act or not, will eventually be
decided by the justice system. The Jewish Federation did its best to
manage and inform the Winnipeg Jewish community about the ongoing
events with regards to the alleged incident . I am sure that, as time goes
by, the Federation will review its response and, if  necessary, modify its
response. I, however, am more concerned with the trend toward
increased anti-Semitism. We have good, intelligent and caring people
and organizations in Winnipeg and we should [if not already] involve
all of them in coming up with an agreed response to both anti-Semitic
acts or allegations of same. The only response by a community organi-
zation that I believe was a mistake and should not be repeated is that of
first agreeing to, and then cancelling the inter-faith gathering that had
been organized. Anti-Semitism was and is not dependent on the alleged
BerMax story. There could have been better ways to use this event
rather then cancellation. Individuals from the larger non-Jewish
Winnipeg public I believe have both the intelligence and empathy to
recognize that Winnipeg Jewish citizens were facing a stressful time
and they needed support now and into the future regardless of the out-
come of the BerMax allegations because anti-Semitism is real issue and
because we, as Jews, support other peoples’ rights to pray and live in
peace. 
Harold Sosnowicz

LETTERS

Farrakhan speaks of ‘satanic Jews’ 
in talk at Catholic church

(JTA) — Louis Farrakhan punctuated a speech at a Chicago church
Thursday with denials that he was anti-Semitic and an assertion that he
was “here to separate the good Jews from the satanic Jews.”

The longtime leader of the Chicago-based Nation of Islam spoke at the
St. Sabina Cahtolic Church at the invitation of the Rev. Michael Pfleger,
after Farrakhan was banned last week from Facebook along with other
purveyors of hate and conspiracy theories.

“I used that platform [Facebook] with respect,” Farrakhan told the
crowd, according to the Chicago Tribune. “I have not said one word of
hate. I do not hate Jewish people. Not one that is with me has ever com-
mitted a crime against the Jewish people, black people, white people, no
matter what your color is. As long as you don’t attack us, we don’t both-
er you.”

The Tribune noted that minutes before, Farrakhan spoke about how
some are angry with him because “he exposed their hatred of Jesus in the
Talmud” and said he was “here to separate the good Jews from the satan-
ic Jews.”

Farrakhan’s speech was met with “standing ovations, claps and promis-
es to post their own reports of the evening on social media,” according to
The Tribune.

On Thursday Illinois Holocaust Museum officials spoke out against
Pfleger for inviting Farrakhan.

“What we don’t want to see is hatred being given a platform,” said
Susan Abrams, the museum’s CEO, at a news conference.

Pfleger responded in a statement that he was a “defender of free speech.
Too many people struggled and died for the right of free speech and I will
continue to struggle to preserve it.”

Farrakhan also defended his past remarks condemning homosexuality
and urging women to abandon their careers for homemaking.

He continued, “I’m not a misogynist. I’m not a homophobe. Don’t be
angry with me if I stand up on God’s word.”

The Archdiocese of Chicago distanced itself from Pfleger’s decision to
invite Farrakhan.

“There is no place in American life for discriminatory rhetoric of any
kind,” the archdiocese said in a statement. “At a time when hate crimes
are on the rise, when religious believers are murdered in their places of
worship, we cannot countenance any speech that dehumanizes persons on
the basis of ethnicity, religious belief, economic status or country of ori-
gin.”
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Joanne Seiff

Worn out by recent events? Me too. For most
of my work, I write things in advance to meet a
deadline, but I can’t predict the future. Like
Jewish balabostes throughout time, (Yiddish for
a woman who manages her household), one way
I cope is through working harder–by multi-task-
ing and planning ahead. I bake challah and meals
in batches and freeze the extra. Why? So I can
also work, take kids to medical appointments, or

even stop everything so I can sit down to help with math homework in
those crucial moments before dinner time.

Yet, we have a hard time calmly planning ahead when things feel out of
control. Rising antisemitism, murders and crimes in the Jewish world affect
us, as do natural disasters both locally and farther afield. These experiences
can cause us to feel a sense of “Trauma Fatigue.” This can also be called
“Compassion Fatigue,” and some say it particularly affects those in help-
ing professions, like first responders, mental health and medical profes-
sionals, and social workers. However, it’s not limited to those people. Even
bystanders to the event, who perhaps see footage on social media, on TV,
or in the newspaper, can be affected. Kids can be affected, too. We’re not
immune to what this experience does. 

Many react with a sort of Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome (PTSD).
There may be an increased sense of panic or ‘fight or flight’ feelings of
adrenaline. Some people cannot sleep, or sleep too much. They have flash-
backs to bad incidents that occurred as well as physical symptoms. They
may feel disassociated from themselves or others, and may feel less com-
passion for others in general. There are lots of symptoms associated with
this. I’m not an expert. 

However, I realized one morning as I walked my dogs that I felt weary
and emotionally drained. It’s awful to hear about shootings of people at
prayer, hate crimes, and massive natural disasters like flooding. There are
only so many times you feel heartsick about these events before it takes a
toll.

A recent New York Times editorial was an apology for a controversial
anti-Semitic cartoon that they printed. The editors acknowledged the creep
of numbness and a lack of judgement when it printed this cartoon and when
it came to recent anti-Jewish incidents. This numbness mirrored the NY
Times and other newspapers’ historic failure to address the widespread rise
in anti-Semitism in the 1930s and 1940s. The editors pointed out the dan-
ger in this, apologized for one editor’s poor choices and the paper’s lack of
oversight.

However, we’re all coping with a sort of numbness when it comes to the
news cycles and increasingly frequent events. It’s hard to respond with
equal amounts of compassion after every shooting event or traumatic world
disaster. What can we do to relieve this?

The following list is partial and includes both Jewish and general
responses to this stress.

1. Shut off social media. Whether you’re Sabbath observant or not, find
ways to silence your phone, newsfeed, or other notifications for a few
hours or days. Shut off the noise on occasion and step away from the news
cycles and alerts. It will calm your flight or flight instinct.

2. Get outside. Take the ear buds out. Take a walk or run. Bring the dog,
family, a friend, or just your thoughts. Listen to the birds, squirrels, wind
or the traffic. Give yourself a chance to exercise, be out in nature and smile
at neighbours. See the world at a slower pace.

3. Read a book. Escape fiction is not just for the beach. Find something
engrossing to read and lose yourself in it for a while. If fiction isn’t your
thing, learn something new with non-fiction. Study Jewish texts, geogra-
phy, geology or whatever interests you. Give yourself time for your mind
to do something other than freak out.

4. Practice deeds of loving kindness. Try every day to do something for
others. It can be a thank you note, helping a friend, or holding a door open
for a stranger. Donate money or food to the food bank, volunteer or simply
clean up after others at home, work or synagogue. This is a Jewish way of
keeping the world afloat.

5. Prayer and meditation can help us remain calm and boost our
health. Everyone differs on this topic. Some religious people feel prayer
“protects” the faithful. Others are skeptical but hedge their bets. Even athe-
ists can be aided with repetitive words or activities that help tune into this
part of the brain. However you see this, it’s hard to refute the scientific evi-
dence that being part of a religious community or meditating on your own
can make a substantial difference to our health and well-being. 

6. Speak out. We can’t control much…not natural disasters or the actions
of others. We can, however, work for what’s right. Judaism has a long his-
tory of social activism. While we may all disagree in our opinions, we can
still choose to advocate for what we believe. We feel less helpless when we
talk with others who share our views and try to make positive change. 

7. Seek out support. It’s natural to feel anxious. This is a good time to
seek out others at your congregation, community centre, work place or
school and talk about how you’ve been feeling. Talk to a therapist or a
rabbi. Find time for friends, family and community members who care
about you.

These are only a few things that might help. It’s just a start, but as the
Rabbis say, “The world stands on three things: Torah, Prayer/Service and
deeds of loving kindness.” It’s true that life isn’t boring these days, but I’m
wishing for a bit of boring. Here’s to enjoying some safe, quiet, calm, and
peaceful warm days ahead. Be well. 

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns 2015-2016. Read
more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

What’s next? Staying calm while things erupt around us

By

JOANNE SEIFF



Lanny Remis Speakers Forum
Anyone is able to come to the Remis

Speakers Forum luncheons, held week-
ly between now and the fall at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, every
Thursday beginning at 11:45 am.
Luncheons run from 11:45 a.m. to 1:30
p.m.

If you would like to attend the Remis
Speakers Forum  series on a regular
basis, there is a membership fee of
$40.00 for the season, payable after
three attendances or sooner, if preferred.
Cheques should be made payable to
“The Lanny Remis Speakers Forum”.

Each weekly luncheon has a cost $23.00, which is paid to the
Shaarey Zedek.  Both soup and dessert are included with every
luncheon.

Please feel free to bring your spouse/partner and guests you feel
might be interested. If you could let us know how many guests
you will be bringing that would help us in advising the kitchen
how much food will be needed.

The topics and speakers for the rest of May and June are as fol-
lows:

May 16th - “Among Israelis: Some Captured Moments”; Dr.
Jack Micay, self-confessed ‘Zionist Voyeurist’, will share high-
lights from his photography exhibit in Toronto.

May 23rd - “The Rise & Fall of a (unique, interdisciplinary)
Mature Women’s Program”; Dr. Richard Boroditsky, Professor,
Obstetrics & Gynecology, University of Manitoba, will be our
speaker.

May 30th - “Serving THE KING OF KINGS, alongside HRH
Queen Elizabeth”; an inspiring look into the calling of Capt.
(Rabbi) Arnold Noteh Glogauer, Chaplain of the 17 Wing
Winnipeg, Canadian Armed Forces.

June 6th - “My Safari in Tanzania”; Noted journalist Martin
Zelig with stories from his most recent adventure

June 13th - “We Can Do Better”; Kevin Kline, City Councillor
for Charleswood and recently Chair, Winnipeg Police Services

June 20th - “Rearing Tomorrow’s Citizens”; Amanda
Doerksen, Program Coordinator of Youth Agencies Alliance 

June 27th - “The Jewish Community during Winnipeg’s 1919
Strike”; Roz Usishkin, former President, Jewish Heritage Centre

RESERVATIONS: Please note: RESERVATIONS ARE
NOT REQUIRED. If you would like to attend a particular
lecture and are not currently a  regular attendee at  the Remis
Speakers Forum, however, please contact Allan Cantor at
either 204-942-1766 or 204-793-8496 (cell), or by email at
allanpc@shaw.ca

PLEASE REPLY TO Allan  BY 12 NOON any  WEDNESDAY
preceding that week’s luncheon the so that he can give Shaarey
Zedek an attendance count. 
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Critical biographies of Yiddish writers are rare. The Israeli

scholar Menachem Peri recently published a biography of the
American Yiddish modernist poet Celia Dropkin (1887-1957).
The book “And My Kiss Will Be Murderous” brings together
Peri’s biography of the poet, literary analysis of her poetry,
Hebrew translations of her sharp erotic poems, and other
archival materials. This small intimate volume will surly serve
as a model for future biographical studies of Yiddish writers.

LANNY REMIS



By SAM SOKOL
TEL AVIV (JTA) – After the recent fighting

between Hamas and the Israeli army, some
Israelis have raised questions about the strength
of their country’s missile defenses.

Over the course of the weekend from May 3-5,
Hamas and Islamic Jihad launched nearly 700
rockets from Gaza at Israel, killing four people
and injuring more than 200. According to
Haaretz, of the 690 rockets launched from Gaza,
Israel’s Iron Dome missile defense system inter-
cepted 240.

The number of unintercepted rockets and
Israeli fatalities sparked inquiry about the effec-
tiveness of Iron Dome, and whether Hamas and
Islamic Jihad have found a way to thwart the
system.

Hamas was quick to declare that it had
achieved victory, overwhelming Israeli defenses
with concentrated barrages of projectiles.

“The Qassam Brigades, thanks to God, suc-
ceeded in overcoming the so-called Iron Dome
by adopting the tactic of firing dozens of mis-
siles in one single burst,” a spokesman for
Hamas’s Izz ad-Din al-Qassam Brigades said in
a social media post quoted by The Times of
Israel. “The high intensity of fire and the great
destructive ability of the missiles that were intro-
duced by the Qassam [Brigades] … succeeded in
causing great losses and destruction to the
enemy.”

The number of Israeli civilians killed in the
two-day conflict was only one less than during
2014’s Operation Protective Edge, a struggle of
nearly two months, when Palestinian factions
lobbed more than 4,500 projectiles at Israeli
cities.

At the time, the Israel Defense Forces said that
its Iron Dome batteries had managed to knock
down 90 percent of the rockets within their cov-
erage zones – a rate of success disputed by some
critics. The IDF claimed a similar level of suc-
cess this time, too, telling reporters that it had
achieved an 86 percent kill rate and that only 35
projectiles landed in populated areas.

However, speaking with The Jerusalem Post,
Maj. Gen. Yaakov Amidror, a former national
security adviser and retired head of the Military
Intelligence’s Research Department, said Iron
Dome had gaps in its coverage, especially when
it came to short-range rockets landing within a
few kilometers of the border.

“We don’t have enough time to intercept it,” he
said.

Amidor also said that in the case of a car hit by
an anti-tank missile near Kibbutz Yad
Mordechai on Sunday, killing its Israeli driver,
Iron Dome wouldn’t have helped.

“From the point of view of the system, this
was an open area without people. We don’t inter-
cept such rockets,” he said.

A former deputy military intelligence chief,
Brig. Gen. Meir Elran, said that while “Iron
Dome has proven to be an effective means of
saving lives, which also improves the flexibility
of decision makers in Israel,” it is clear that the
system as currently constituted cannot provide
Israel with sufficient protection in the event of a
wider conflict.

In an article published by the Institute for
National Security Studies in Tel Aviv several
weeks before the outbreak of hostilities, Elran
warned that “the number of available batteries
(some operated by reservists) cannot suffice as a
response to the threat, even one characterized by
sporadic fire against the Israeli depth. In a full-
scale conflict the [Iron Dome] system would be
required to cover primarily military installations
and vital national infrastructures,” which would
mean that there would be gaps in the system’s
coverage of residential areas.

“During a broad and protracted conflict,”
Elran wrote, there is a “danger of multiple,
simultaneous events that stretch the capacity of
response systems.”

The IDF has been beefing up its systems.
Globes reported that the army has been working
on improvements to Iron Dome intended to deal
with just the kinds of barrages used over the
weekend, as well as against the kinds of short-
range projectiles used to target communities
along the Gaza border. In mid-April, the IDF
concluded an air defense exercise combining its
Iron Dome and Patriot missile batteries.

Overall, the presence of Iron Dome has
allowed Israel additional flexibility in choosing
when it wants to escalate conflicts. The system
reduces the need to send infantry troops into
Gaza to stop missile fire against population cen-
ters.

Despite the most recent death toll, Iron Dome
acquitted itself well, Times of Israel military cor-
respondent Judah Ari Gross told JTA. The high-
er than usual level of civilian casualties can be
attributed to a combination of bad luck, the
intensity of the barrages and Hamas’s use of
heavier rockets with larger payloads. Such pro-
jectiles can intensify the damage when they do
get through.

“In one barrage, they fired 117 rockets toward
Ashdod. One got through. Is that overwhelming
the system?” he asked. “You can say, yes, it is –
especially as that one killed an Israeli civilian –
or no, that’s a 99.1 percent success rate.”

The missile that did get through in Ashdod
killed Pinchas Menachem Prezuazman, a 21-
year old American citizen who was hit while
running for cover. Even with a high level of
interceptions, with enough metal flying, some
are bound to get through, Gross said, adding that
it was unclear exactly how the IDF had calculat-
ed its claimed 86 percent interception rate.

Uzi Rubin, one of the pioneers of Israel’s ear-
liest attempts at missile defense, told JTA that
based on the publicly available data, it appears
that the Palestinians “tried to tax the system as
much as they could, but the system as a whole
held well.”

“Eighty-six percent is not much less than the
90 percent during [Operation Protective Edge],
and remember this time most of the fire was con-
centrated on the area around Gaza, which is short
range and harder to defend,” he said.

Israel doesn;t just rely on the Iron Dome to
keep its citizens safe. Phone apps warn of incom-
ing missiles, and bomb shelters and “safe
rooms” are ubiquitous, if not always well-main-
tained. In his article Elran suggests that “existing
plans for improving public and private shelters
should be implemented in other parts of Israel.”

Elran also urged the Home Front Command
and municipal leaders to get on the same page
when it comes to closing schools and opening
public shelters, “issues that continue to be dis-
puted.”

Residents of southern Israel had differing
opinions as to the effectiveness of the IDF’s mis-
sile defenses.

Raymond Reijnen, a Dutch immigrant whose
house in Kibbutz Nahal Oz was hit by a rocket as
he hid in its bomb shelter with his wife and chil-
dren on Saturday, said Iron Dome’s effectiveness
has been exaggerated.

“Everybody thinks [it’s] great, but every mor-
tar they fired at the kibbutz landed and didn’t got
intercepted,” he said. “Iron Dome is a bandage to
keep the people feeling safe and protected. Don’t
get me wrong, it’s a great system, but its capa-
bilities are highly overestimated.”

On the other hand, Adele Raemer, a resident of
Kibbutz Nirim on the Gaza border, said she did
feel safer than in previous escalations.

“We’ve only had Iron Dome for about a year,”
she said. “As a resident, I do feel more protected
now that we have [it].”

700 rockets, 240 intercepts, 4 dead Israelis: Is the Iron Dome getting worse?
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By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) - It’s not an unfamil-

iar frame for describing the rise of the new
nationalism: There’s a bad wind blowing
through the West, and nothing less than democ-
racy is at stake.

What makes it especially unsettling for Beate
and Serge Klarsfeld is that they have lived
through it before - and spent a subsequent life-
time trying to make sure the “bad wind” did not
return.

“There is a bad wind in Europe and democra-
cy is losing its influence,” Serge Klarsfeld told
the Jewish Telegraphic Agency in an interview
Monday, May 6, just before he and his wife
received the U.S. Holocaust Memorial
Museum’s Elie Wiesel Award for their lifetime
of hunting Nazis and forcing Europe to confront
its past.

In their final years, the Klarsfelds have taken
to arguing that the best means of preventing the
return of anti-Semitism and corrosive prejudice
is protecting institutions like the European
Union.

The rise of nativism in the United States and
Europe, the persistence of anti-Semitism and a
number of high-profile anti-Semitic attacks -
these elements do not surprise the couple. They
take the long view: Live long enough, said Serge
Klarsfeld, who is 83 (Beate is 80), and what
went around will come around again.

“It’s an atmosphere like the beginning of the
’30s, and the authority of the state is at stake,”
Serge Klarsfeld said.

“We are sorry to see each Saturday the Gilets
Jaunes,” the populist “yellow jacket” movement
demanding increased economic benefits in
France, he said. Some of its followers include
nativist and anti-Semitic elements “on the streets
with anti-Semitic slogans against Jews coming
from the extreme right. You see people with the
hand like a Hitler salute, publicly.”

They also are not surprised by white suprema-
cy’s resurgence in the United States, nor the
murderous attacks carried out by white national-
ists, most recently on a synagogue in the San
Diego area last weekend.

“There was always the Ku Klux Klan,” Serge
Klarsfeld said. “There were very many violent
actions against Jews and black people, against
others, it cannot disappear in a few decades.”

Explicit anti-Semitism and to a lesser degree
racism fell out of favor after World War II, but
always existed below the surface, the couple
agree.

“Anyone who wants to find an enemy finds an
enemy in the Jew,” Beate Klarsfeld said.

The Klarsfelds have accrued multiple national
awards over the decades. They are perhaps best
known for tracking down Klaus Barbie, the
notorious “Butcher of Lyon,” in Bolivia. They
also exposed Kurt Lischka, who served as chief
of the Gestapo in Paris.

As the publisher of a recent joint biography,
“Hunting the Truth,” puts it, “they were born on
opposite sides of the Second World War”: Beate
to a German father who served in the
Wehrmacht, Serge to a Jewish father who was
deported to Auschwitz.

(In 1986, the couple got the Hollywood treat-
ment, portrayed by Farrah Fawcett and Tom
Conti in a well-received made-for-TV film.)

The Klarsfelds are using the influence they
have accrued through their lifetime of work to
help the institutions they say have protected
Jews and other minorities. They have published
ads in France urging votes for the pro-European
Union parties in the next European Parliament
elections at the end of May.

“The fight against anti-Semitism is not the
priority,” Serge Klarsfeld said. “The priority

is the defense of democracy to defend the
republican state of France and democracies
in other states in Europe.”

Democratic institutions, and the the expansion
of the European Union after the breakup of the
Soviet empire, is what has kept the peace for
seven decades on a continent wracked for cen-
turies by war.

In a back-and-forth dialogue, the Klarsfelds
list the elements they say have eroded attach-
ment to the European Union among Europeans:
a resentment of the flood of migrants after the
2011 Arab Spring, particularly in Eastern
Europe, where homogeneous societies were ill
prepared for assimilating other cultures; a
decline of Holocaust education; interference by
China and Russia, which are inimical to a uni-
fied Europe; and the pan-European ultranation-
alist movement promoted by Steve Bannon,
President Donald Trump’s former adviser.

They also blame a generation of Europeans
who took progress for granted.

And they say the erosion of trust in democrat-
ic norms comes from three directions: the left
and its anti-Zionists; the right and its ultrana-
tionalists; and Islamists who live among the
migrant communities.

“It has to be done much more,” Beate
Klarsfeld said of Holocaust education, particu-
larly among the migrant young. “It’s not the pri-
ority today to work with the youth.”

Her husband adds, “The young generation
never suffered from wars, hunger, they never
suffered from losing their families, they don’t
know what is war, they see war on TV, in other
countries. They don’t understand the risk of los-
ing democracy and losing the European Union,
which is the protector of Jews.”

In a separate interview with Agence France
Presse, Serge Klarsfeld took aim at Trump.

“I have not heard President Trump take a
strong position against the far right here, where-
as in France, in Germany and elsewhere in
Europe, leaders of states always have a firmer
response,” he said. “Either he fails to see the
danger or he doesn’t believe it is dangerous.”

Speaking to JTA, the Klarsfelds acknowledge
an anomaly: Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu embraces the very authoritarians they
hope to defeat in the next parliamentary elec-
tions. And Trump, who has worked closely with
Netanyahu on Middle East policy, also has
derided the international institutions the
Klarsfelds say preserves security for Jews.

“We are grateful to President Trump for what
he did for Israel, and we understand that Israel
has diplomatic reasons for allies in Eastern
Europe, authoritarian regimes like Poland and
Hungary,” Serge Klarsfeld said. But the cross-
European institutions are critical, he said.
“Europe, it’s a conti-
nent that has only
known wars for cen-
turies and centuries
and for 70 years you
have no more wars.”

The Klarsfelds are
resigned to the fight to
preserve that peace,
even if it outlasts
them.

“You never know
what will happen after
you disappear, you
never know whether
your side will be vic-
torious or not,” Serge
Klarsfeld said. “You
can leave a legacy to
help others.”

Famed Nazi hunters Beate and Serge Klarsfeld:
It feels like the 1930s (in Europe)
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By BERNIE BELLAN

T
he second annual Adas
Yeshurun-Herzlia distin-
guished lecture, featuring

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin Thursday,
May 9, attracted another very large
crowd – duplicating last year’s inau-
gural lecture, which featured novelist
Dara Horn.

Over 336 tickets were sold for this
year’s lecture. Apparently many of
those who attended bought their tick-
ets only in the last week leading up to
the event, as ticket sales had been a
bit slow until that point. But word
must have spread how good a speak-
er Rabbi Telushkin was, and no one
who would have bought a ticket with
that in mind would have been disap-
pointed.

As the author of 15 books (including four novels, Rabbi Telushkin also
pointed out), and having been described as one of America’s top 50 rabbis,
Rabbi Telushkin combines an impressive knowledge of Judaism with prac-
tical advice that could be heeded by anyone, regardless of their religious
background.

In introducing Rabbi Telushkin to the audience, event co-chair Abe
Anhang (the other co-chair was Faith Kaplan) said that Rabbi Telushkin
had arrived that day only six hours prior to his talk, which began at 7:00
pm.  Anhang noted that Rabbi Telushkin had been driven from the airport
to the Canadian Museum of Human Rights, where he was taken on a per-
sonal tour of the museum by Asper Foundation Executive Director Moe
Levy.

Anhang went on to explain that Rabbi Telushkin has been working close-
ly with Levy and Gail Asper on plans for the “World’s Jewish Museum”,
which is to be built in Tel Aviv. (The last time Rabbi Telushkin was in
Winnipeg, according to Anhang, was 15 years ago, which would have been
four years prior to the opening of the Human Rights Museum.)

That year Rabbi Telushkin also spoke at the same synagogue. His subject
at that time was the “glorification of the human spirit”, Anhang said.

This time Rabbi Telushkin’s subject was to be “Words that hurt; words
that heal”, based upon his 1996 best-selling book by the same title, and
which was also re-released earlier this year in revised form.

In taking the podium, Rabbi Telushkin himself remarked that he has
“very warm associations with Winnipeg”, noting that he has become “very
close friends with Moe Levy and Gail Asper, with whom I’m doing work
on the Jewish Museum.”

Turning to his subject matter, Rabbi Telushkin alluded to the “signifi-
cance of words in life, especially Jewish life.”

“There is a good chance the worst pain you’ve ever suffered,” he sug-
gested, “is from words” and for Jews, words can be especially hurtful, used
as they often have been in history to “dehumanize Jews.”

Rabbi Telushkin is especially good at combining lessons from Jewish
teachings with modern examples. In his book, “Words That Hurt; Words
That Heal”, he cited many examples of individuals who had been hurt by
words said to them as children. (One story that left a strong impression on
me was the one Rabbi Telushkin told about the famous science fiction
writer Isaac Asimov, who was belittled by a teacher over a short story
Asimov had written when he was 15. Even though Asimov went on to huge
success in life, he would remark upon that humiliation toward the end of
his life - an indication how deeply the teacher’s remark had made upon
him.)

By the same token, during his talk Rabbi Telushkin gave an example of
words that healed and left a positive impression throughout a famous indi-
vidual’s life, when he told a story about famed lawyer Alan Dershowitz.

Apparently Dershowitz wasn’t a very good student when he was
younger; he was actually quite a troublemaker. One summer though, when
he went to summer camp, he was befriended by a counselor who was about
five years older than him.

One day the counselor said to Dershowitz, “You know, you’re really
smart.” Those five simple words had a profound effect on Dershowitz, who
had never before been told anything like that. They actually were pivotal in
convincing him that he had a bright future ahead of him, whereas to that
point he had been convinced all that lay ahead of him was working as a
salesman in his father’s men’s clothing store.

Turning to words that can hurt, Rabbi Telushkin referred to words that, in
and of themselves, might not have a hurtful intent. He cited the story of
Holocaust historian Yehuda Bauer, who refused to use the term “extermi-
nation of the Jews”, in describing what the Nazi goal was when it came to
ridding the world of Jews.

“The Nazis used
that word (extermina-
tion) and it sounded
like clearing out rats,”
Rabbi Telushkin
explained.

Yet, while some
words can inspire neg-
ativity, even though
they might seem rela-
tively benign, other
words can have just
the opposite effect,
according to Rabbi
Telushkin. People
who understand and
use the word
“Tsedakah”, for
instance, tend do
donate more than people who are only familiar with the word “charity”, he
said.

Rabbi Telushkin asked whether anyone could give a definition of the
term, “lashon hara”? Someone said: “gossip”.

Rabbi Telushkin agreed, but noted that “lashon hara” is, “by definition,
true”, yet “just because something is true doesn’t mean you have the right
to say it.”

But why is gossip so popular, while saying something positive about
someone isn’t? he wondered.

Citing another well-known figure, in this case the late novelist Isaac
Bashevis Singer (for whom Rabbi Telushkin’s wife worked, he explained),
Singer once suggested that “even good people don’t like to read about other
good people” – in explaining why novels about good people rarely catch
on.

“The truth is: what’s interesting about someone is not so nice,” Rabbi
Telushkin observed.

“If you had to speak about someone for 20 minutes” without saying
something negative about that person, most of us would be “out after three
minutes,” he suggested.

Rabbi Telushkin asked members of the audience to raise their hands if
they wished “they had better control over their tempers.” 

Noting that hardly anyone raised their hand, Rabbi Telushkin modified
his question, this time saying, “Now this time I’m going to get a more hon-
est response: ‘How many people here are sitting next to someone they wish
had better control over their tempers?’ “ (I waited for my wife to put up her
hand. She didn’t – typical Canadian, reluctant to raise a hand in response
to any question put forth by a speaker – which, by the way, was the reac-
tion every time Rabbi Telushkin called for a show of hands.)

“Every year people get divorced who once loved each other, but then,
through the misuse of words, grew apart,” Rabbi Telushkin remarked. 

“People who know each other intimately can truly hurt one another, but
what they feel isn’t expressed at the moment,” he said.

“My advice,” he continued, “is to rethink the expression of your anger to
the incident at the moment. “ For example, Rabbi Telushkin suggested, say-
ing “You never think before you act” can be a terribly hurtful remark to
make to someone.

Saying something like that to someone may lead them “to forgive, but
they’ll never forget,” he observed.

“The other thing you have to learn to do is to apologize,” Rabbi Telushkin
said.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin delivers captivating talk on “Words that hurt, words that heal”
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Rabbi Telushkin and  Faith Kaplan, co-chair,
Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia distinguished  lecture (l-r): Moe Levy, Executive Director, Asper Foundation;

Laurel Malkin, President, Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg; Rabbi Joseph Telushkin,  guest speaker; Abe
Anhang, co-chair, Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia distinguished
lecture

Betty Anne and  Earl Hershfield. “Earl was
president of Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia
Congregation for five years during a very
tough period,” said Abe Anhang.

Continued on page 20. See “Telushkin”



By MYRON LOVE
2018 was another year of growth for the Jewish

Foundation of Manitoba.  Last year, current
President Eric Winograd reported, as the second
largest such foundation in the province (after the
Winnipeg Foundation) the Foundation’s capital base
grew to $125 million  and it was able to distribute a
record $4.5 million from interest on its capital fund
to programs and services that benefit both the Jewish
community and the larger community as a whole.

Speaking to an audience of over 400 supporters
attending the 25th annual Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba Luncheon in support of its Women’s
Endowment Fund (which provides funding specifi-
cally for programs that address the needs of girls and
women), Winograd noted two important JFM
events last year.  One was the Foundation’s funding
contribution to a major new survey by the
Environics Institute which provided an updated pic-
ture of the state of Canada’s Jewish community.

The other was the sale of its property in
Middlechurch just north of Winnipeg.  The Middlechurch property has
been a JFM asset right ever since the Foundation was created in 1964. In
that year, Winograd reminded his audience, businessmen Joseph Halprin
and brothers Abe and Sam Werier founded the JFM. At the time, they pre-
sented the fledgling organization with a tract of land in Middlechurch.

“They were visionaries,” Winograd said of the three founding fathers.
“They expected that we would one day sell the land for the benefit of the
community.  Last year, we sold the land for over $900,000 and created a
new endowment fund that generate $40,000 a year in interest to support
programs in the community.

“Our founders looked into the future.  We are living the future that they
envisaged.”

Jeanne Beker’s presentation also combined  both past and present.  Beker,
a journalist who is best known as the host of Fashion Television, spoke not
only about her illustrious career, but also about her parents - Holocaust sur-
vivors Joseph and Bronia Beker, and the life lessons she learned from them.

Five years ago, the Azrieli Foundation published the Bekers’ story of sur-
vival as part of that foundation’s Holocaust Survivors Memoirs Program.
(Every guest at the JFM luncheon was given a copy of the book.)  As Beker
recounted, her parents were from a shtetl by the name of Kazowa in east-
ern Poland.  They met in the late 1930s and fell in love.  When Bronia’s
family all died while trying to evade the Nazis, Joseph deserted his Polish
army unit to come back for her and the couple survived the war years either
in hiding or on the run.

They came to Canada in 1948 with Jeanne’s older sister, Marilyn.  Jeanne
herself was born in 1952.  “My parents had wanted to come to Canada,”
Jeanne Beker said.  “My mother had an uncle here.  My father told us that
one day someone from Canada came to the Displaced Persons camp where
they were living.  He was looking for furriers to bring back to Canada. My
father claimed to be a furrier, even though he had no experience in the
trade.  He was able to avoid taking the test because he had a rash on his
arms.”

Once settled in Toronto, Joseph and Bronia found factory work. After
Jeanne was born, her mother became a full-time homemaker.  Her father
eventually was able to start his own business making slippers, which he
sold across Canada.

To help pay for their new house, the Bekers took in boarders.  “It was
great for me,” she said.  “We didn’t have any family. Our boarders became
my extended family.” 

Unlike many other Holocaust survivors who were reluctant to talk about
their experiences, Jeanne Beker’s parents began telling their children their
stories of survival while the sisters were still young.  “It wasn’t easy lis-
tening to the stories,” she recalled, “but we learned from them.  We learned
resilience.  I guess it was therapeutic for them.

“My dad always used to tell us not to be afraid and to never give up.  That
is advice that has
always stayed with
me.”

Jeanne Beker
especially appreci-
ates that her parents
allowed her to live
the life she wanted
to live, whatever
misgivings may
have had.  As a

child, she took drama, art and ballet lessons.  At
16, she recounted, she decided that she wanted to
be an actress.  She successfully auditioned for a
role in a production being filmed in Toronto.

At 19, she announced to her parents that she
wanted to move to New York to study acting.
After a year, she returned to Toronto and
enrolled in a theatre program at York University.
After a short time in the program, she quit to
become a mime artist.  She subsequently spent a
year in Paris studying mime.

Having fallen in love with a fellow student
back in Toronto, she followed him to St. John’s,
Newfoundland, where she pursued her career as
a mime artist.  “I was the only mime artist in
Newfoundland,” she noted.  “As it was difficult
making a living doing mime, I walked into the
local CBC radio office and got a job as arts and
entertainment reporter.”

She returned to Toronto in 1978 – after three
years in St. John’s  – and  was promptly hired by CHUM radio.  Shortly
thereafter, she was chosen by producer Moses Znaimer to co-host his pio-
neering  NewMusic TV show.

Her next career
move – in 1985 –
led her to become
the host of the
new Fashion
Television, a role
she played until
2012 –and a role
that made her an
international star.

Beker noted
that she had it all
– a success-
ful career,
m a r r i a g e ,
two children,
a nice house,
and a place in
the country.
Then, in
1998, it all
came crash-

TV personality and fashion maven Jeanne Beker headlines
annual JFM Women’s Endowment Fund Luncheon
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STEWART ELSTON
Alternate Broker 
Powell Property Group
Winnipeg REALTORS® 2016 President

204-781-9999
stewart.m.elston@gmail.com
www.stewartelston.com

Winnipeg REALTORS MLS® 
Silver and Bronze Award Winner 

(l-r):  Richard Yaffe (JFM Vice-chair),
Chloe McComb (Chair, Women’s
Endowment Fund Grants Committe),
Jeanne Beker, Dr. Eric Winograd (JFM
Chair)

Continued
on page 21.
See
“Beker”.
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John Howson, National Director
Emeritus, Bridges for Peace

Earl Barish, Past Chair of the
Executive Board of B’nai Brith Canada

Rabbis Anibal Mass (left) and
Matthew Leibl, of Shaarey
Zedek Congregation

Tamar Barr, Interim Executive
Director, Rady JCC

Bill Weissmann, Shammes, Shaarey Zedek
Congregation, prepares to blow the shofar at the end
of B’nai Brith’s commemorative event.

Laurel Malkin
President, Jewish

Federation of Winnipeg

Cathy Cox 
Manitoba Minister of

Sport, Culture &
Heritage

Representatives of the three levels of government,
along with Belle Jarniewski, Executive Director,
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada (from left-
right): The Hon. Cathy Cox  and Official Opposition
Leader Wob Kinew, representing the Province;
Markus Chambers, Deputy Mayor, City of Winnipeg;
Anita Neville, former Member of Parliament,
Winnipeg South Centre; and Belle Jarniewski.

Yom Hashoah Annual Commemorative Services at the Manitoba Legislature, May 2
all photos courtesy Keith Levit

“Unto Every Person There is a Name” - B’nai Brith Canada marks Yom Hashoah every year in Room 50 of the Legislature

Later that same day the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
also conducted a ceremony in the rotunda of the
Manitoba Legislature marking Yom Hashoah. Included
in the event were representatives of the Federation, rep-
resentatives of the three levels of government, and mem-
bers of General Monash Branch, Royal Canadian
Legion.
Children from Brock Corydon School, Grades 5 & 6,
along with children in Yona Choir, also participated.

Is the Trump administration sending
mixed signals on the Iran deal?

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Iran announced

last week that it is changing a key term of
the Iran nuclear deal — and plans to make
an even more dramatic change in 60 days if
partners don’t ease conditions.

The partners — Europe chief among them
— complained, loudly. But so did an ex-
partner: the United States.

The Trump administration immediately
retaliated, expanding sanctions on Iran after
Tehran said it would fiddle with a deal that
the Trump administration thinks should be
null and void.

“Hey, this is binary. You’re either in com-
pliance or you’re not,” Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo said in Baghdad on May 7, a
day before Iranian President Hassan
Rouhani announced the change, and at the
same time that the Trump administration
was celebrating the one-year anniversary of
pulling out of the deal. (Reports of
Rouhani’s planned announcement had
already emerged.)

Pompeo’s statements sound a little con-
fusing to observers who have followed the
Trump administration’s stance on the deal.
Trump has called the agreement the “worst”
deal ever.

So what’s going on?
The answer is that the Trump administra-

tion sees Iran’s behavior as another instance
of why it pulled the U.S. out of the deal in
the first place: The Iranian regime is not
trustworthy.

“Cheating just a little bit is still cheating.
And in the context of Iran’s nuclear com-
mitments, it will not be tolerated,” Brian
Hook, the State Department’s special repre-
sentative for Iran, said Wednesday at the
Center for Strategic and International
Studies. “If the clerics in Tehran choose, as
the Iranian people are demanding, to play
by the rules, respect the sovereignty of their
neighbors, and abide by international oblig-
ations and commitments, the United States
will be ready and willing to engage.”

What Iran is planning: Under the 2015
deal, Iran was permitted to enrich uranium
for peaceful medical research purposes but
was required to sell its surplus. Iran is now
immediately keeping its surplus low-
enriched uranium, which it had sold over-
seas. Low enriched uranium may be repur-
posed to make nuclear weapons. In 60 days,
unless its partners take steps to ease its eco-
nomic isolation, Iran has threatened to
remove caps on uranium enrichment levels
and resume work on its Arak plutonium
nuclear facility.

How the Trump administration reacted: It
added new sanctions on Iran’s metals sector,
on top of sanctions already on Iran’s finan-
cial and energy sectors.

How partners to the deal reacted: The
European Union and three signatories to the
deal, Britain, France and Germany, demand-
ed Iran to stick to the deal and urged the
United States to butt out.

“We regret the re-imposition of sanctions
by the United States following their with-
drawal from the JCPOA,” a joint statement
said, using the acronym for the deal’s name,
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action.
“We call on countries not party to the
JCPOA to refrain from taking any actions
that impede the remaining parties’ ability to
fully perform their commitments.”

Russia and China, the other parties to the
deal, are equally as committed to making it
work.

What the Trump administration wants:
They want the deal to collapse and for Iran
to acquiesce to its demands that it end all
nuclear activity; that Iran stop producing
ballistic missiles; that it stop interfering in
the region and elsewhere (the United States
sees Iran’s malign hand in Yemen, Iraq and
Syria, and as far afield as Venezuela); and
that it improve human rights for its citizens.

Is the pressure working? The Trump
administration thinks so.

“For the first time in a very long time, we
are raising the costs of Iran’s expansionism
and making clear that this kind of blackmail
will no longer work,” Hook said. “We are
making it unsustainable for Iran to support
terrorist proxies and militias that for
decades have defied the basic standards of
behavior observed by normal countries.”

He listed, among other consequences, the
effective expulsion of Iran from the SWIFT
international financial messaging system
and the admission by Hezbollah, Iran’s ally
in Lebanon, that it is starved for cash.

The other partners to the deal are commit-
ted to resisting the pressure, and the
Europeans are pressing ahead with plans to
set up a complex barter system, INSTEX,
that would work around the U.S. sanctions.

What happens next? Someone blinks.
John Bolton, Trump’s national security
adviser, last week announced the deploy-
ment of extra forces to the region to counter
what the United States says is Iran’s height-
ened menace. He cited, but did not define,
“troubling and escalatory indications and
warnings” from Iran.

Trump, reportedly wary of Bolton’s over-
seas interventionism, might want to repli-
cate his direct overtures to North Korea by
talking directly with Iran. (No predecessor
ever did: The Obama administration stuck
to multilateral talks.)

“What I’d like to see with Iran, I’d like
Iran to call me,” he said Thursday at a White
House briefing with reporters on planned
reforms to medical billing.
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E
very year a
number of
Jewish artists

stand out at the annu-
al Winnipeg Music
Festival, held  in late
February and March.
The festival provides
up and coming young
talent with an oppor-
tunity to measure
their musical abilities
against the best in their age groups. 

This year, the star of the festival – as far as Jewish entrants were con-
cerned – was Grade 11 Kelvin High School student Elisheva Schwartz.

The young cello player was awarded the Victor Feldbrill Trophy. The
award is given for the most outstanding Solo String Performance Grade 9
– Honours during the festival. (Feldbrill, a former conductor of the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, donated the trophy to the Winnipeg Music
Festival in 1963.)

Elisheva also was one of the runners-up for the Aikins Memorial Trophy
and received an Emmanuel Horch Memorial Bursary. The daughter of Dr.
Leonard and Anna Schwartz finished first in both the Canadian Composers
and Baroque or Classical Ballad categories at the Diploma level. She was
also recommended for the provincial, national and Canadian competitions
in the strings category.

Elisheva has been playing the cello for the past six years. She notes that
she is part of several chamber music groups. She says that she is planning
to pursue music studies at university.

The young cello players is one of six siblings, all of whom, says their
mother Anna, play piano and at least one more musical instrument. Her
younger brother, Elazar, also did well at this year’s music festival. In his
second year in the festival, he finished first in the violin solo, concerto and
Violin Solo, Canadian Composers at grade/level 5 and as part of the
Awesome Foursome String Chamber Group at the same level. He was
ranked as the alternate in the Junior Strings Category for the Canadian
competitions. 

As with Elisheva and Elazar Schwartz, Alyssa Cohen was also recom-
mended for promotion to the next level of competition – the Provincials.
The classical guitarist once again finished first in Classical Guitar Solo,
20/21st Century Composers, Grade 7 level this year.

This is the tenth year that the Grade 11 Garden City School Division Met
School student has taken part in the music competition and has enjoyed a
good degree of success. The daughter of Robert and Sandy Cohen has been
playing the guitar since she was six. She reports that she has won several
gold medals over the years at the Winnipeg Music Festival in her cate-
gories. She has also performed numerous times at her school. She has also
made appearances at the Planetarium, Eckhardt-Grammate Hall at the
University of Winnipeg and at Congregation Etz Chayim (for a Women’s
League program).

Her older sister, Rhianna, also had a successful outing at this year’s fes-
tival. She was runner-up in the Vocal Solo, Folk Song, Female, 18 years
and under category. Rhianna is a multitalented young lady who plays
piano, the sax, marimbas, the flute and some percussion.

Rhianna is currently studying voice at the University of Manitoba School
of Music on a full scholarship with an aim to become a teacher one day.
Alyssa’s goal is to study medicine.

Some younger members of our community also scored winning perfor-
mances. Reina Stoller and Noah Trachtenberg tied for Gold in the Vocal
Solo, own choice, 12 years and under category. The 12-year-old Noah, a
Grant Park High School student, also tried out in the Musical Theatre com-
petition, 12 years old and younger. This was the third year that the daugh-
ter of Rob Trachtenberg and Buffie Macklin had competed and, she says,
she is looking forward to next year’s festival.

Reina Stoller, the daughter of Michael and Miriam Stoller, is a Grade 7
student at St. John’s Ravenscourt school. She reports that this was her third

year singing in the music
festival. Last year, she was
awarded two Silvers. She is
a student at Shelley Shearer School of Dance and also takes
voice lessons at her school.

Thirteen-year-old Grant Park High school student Rachel Kraut, also a
vocalist, admits to having been  a little nervous competing for the first time
in the Winnipeg Music Festival. The daughter of Uri and Jane Kraut earned
a Gold medal in the Vocal Solo, TV and movie musicals, Girls 14 and under
category . She also earned two Silver medals in the same category.

“I started taking singing lessons this past year because I am interested in
musical theatre,” she says. “I am definitely looking forward to next year’s
festival.”

Hannah Schaeffer also won gold in the Vocal Solo, TV and movie musi-
cals in the Girls 12 and under category. The Grade 6 Brock Corydon
Hebrew Bilingual program student and daughter of Marc Schaeffer and Kai
Sasake has been taking singing lessons for three years. She also scored a
first place finish as part of a trio in the Musical Theatre Grade B level and
was the recipient of a Winnipeg Music Festival scholarship.

Julia Kroft has been participating in the music festival for close to ten
years. This year, the fourth year Asper School of Business student was run-
ner-up in the Vocal Solo, Musical Theatre, Ballad, Female category. The
daughter of David and Ellen Kroft has also performed with a musical the-
atre ensemble at the University of Manitoba and done some Fringe Festival
work. She says that she would like to combine a career in business with
some musical theatre work. 

Grade 11 Kelvin student Elisheva Schwartz stands out at 
Winnipeg Music Festival

ALYSSA COHEN

ELISHEVA SCHWARTZ RHIANNA COHEN

RACHEL KRAUT

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE
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Featured speakers and post-film events to highlight 
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival May 21- June 7

B
esides offering a typically great mix of movie genres, the
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival is carving out a repu-
tation for fascinating post-film discussions, talk backs and appear-

ances. This year is no exception.
This year’s post-film feature speakers include: Emmy-nominated

Roberta Grossman, who is bringing Who Will Write our History to the
Festival; comedy team YidLife with Chewdaism: A Taste of Jewish
Montreal; and Rena Boroditsky of Winnipeg’s Chesed Shel Emes, who
will be leading a discussion following the screening of To Dust.

The Jewish Post & News had a chance to speak to each presenter prior
to their upcoming appearances at the festival.

Interview with Roberta Grossman (Who Will Write Our History)
Roberta Grossman, the writer, director, and producer of Who Will Write

our History will be in Winnipeg to present the film on May 29th. Based
on Sam Kassow’s book of the same name, Who Will Write Our History
brings to light one of the least known chapters of the Warsaw Ghetto: the
Oyneg Shabes Archive. Led by historian Emanuel Ringelblum, the
Archive consisted of a group of writers, community leaders and histori-
ans sealed in the Ghetto with the other Jews of Warsaw, who were deter-
mined to document for posterity, its horrors and the treatments of Jews.
These literary resistance fighters knew their own fates were all but
sealed, but they were determined that the truth, rather than the lies of the
Nazi propaganda machine, would prevail. 

At what point when reading the book did you know you were going
to make the film Who Will Write Our History? 

I was five pages into Sam Kassow’s historical masterwork Who Will
Write Our History? when I began to experience a profound certainty of:
1) The story being told was the most important unknown story of the
Holocaust; and  2) It was a travesty that even people who are immersed
in Holocaust history (like me) did not know this story. I knew my next
film would be about Emanuel Ringelblum and the Oyneg Shabes
Archive.

The dramatizations of the protagonists are very well executed. But
it must have been a weighty decision to tell their stories as dramati-
zations. Were you concerned about any “Hollywoodization of the
Holocaust” criticism?

I was not concerned about being criticized of “Hollywoodization.” I
was concerned that some people might reject the film, before even see-
ing it, because they are allergic to the very idea of recreations. I like to
suggest to people that it’s not that they “hate recreations, but that they
hate bad recreations.” The writing of the Oyneg Shabes Archive is enor-
mously powerful eye-witness testimony that needed to be paired with
impactful, cinematic imagery. I wanted people to know Rachel Auerbach
and Emanuel Ringelblum and the other hero of the Oyneg Shabes as real,
living breathing people just like us. I wanted the film to have the schol-
arly gravitas of an historical documentary and the emotional engagement
of a dramatic feature. That’s why I made the film the way I did, as a
something of a hybrid.

How is the film being used to make an impact on younger audi-
ences, or as a teaching tool? 

Working with Facing History and Ourselves, we are cutting a 37-
minute version of the film for classroom use. Facing History is writing
an accompanying study guide and will do teacher trainings with the film.
Facing History will also be collaborating with WNET/NYC to reach out
to high schools when the film has a national PBS broadcast in 2020. We
are also working with an organization in Poland, similar to Facing
History, that is bringing the film to Polish schools.

What do you hope WIJFF audiences will take away most from the
film?

The members of the Oyneg Shabes wanted the story of the tragedy of
Polish Jews to be told from their own point of view. They also wanted to
be remembered as individuals. I want audiences to realize, when they
watch this film, that they are helping to fulfill both those wishes.

Interview with YidLife Crisis (Chewdaism: A Taste of Jewish
Montreal)

Eli Batalion and Jamie Elman, the duo behind  the popular comedy web
series, YidLife Crisis, will be in Winnipeg on May 21 (opening night of
the festival) to present Chewdaism: A Taste of Jewish Montreal, a sort
of “nosh-umentary” that explores the city’s Jewish history through its
most iconic Jewish food. 

Why did you decide to choose food to tell the story of Montreal’s
Jewish history?

Um… have you ever had Montreal’s food? Any chance to eat it is a
good enough excuse for us. But ok, fine - longer answer is: The YidLife
Crisis project has always been about finding common ground in

Montréal’s - and global  culture - and food is just one of those things that
inevitably brings people together, no questions asked (other than, “Is
there gluten in this?”). We have been using food, comedy and music as
entry points into bridge building and “ed-Jew-tainment in our web series
for years and this film was a continuation of that philosophy on a bigger
scale. We also found ourselves doing a lot of this in our web series,
Global Shtetl, on YouTube, where we’ve explored communities in places
like London, Tel Aviv and New York through food. In Montreal, it was a
no brainer (but a many calorie-er).

YidLife’s fans here are gearing up for your movie and your live
appearance. Can you give us a taste, so to speak, of what’s in store?

A live appearance should be more than just an opportunity to take a
selfie with us, not that there’s anything wrong with that - it’s 2019. We
try to contextualize the film and offer our own animated question and
response (frankly, being, Jewish, our question and answer period some-
times turns into a question and question period...). We may show anoth-
er video, we may even get a little musical while we’re up onstage - you
never know. WE never know. 

Your web series “YidLife crisis” is very popular. But being present,
and presenting a movie live, is quite a different thing. How does it
feel to see and hear the audience react? And how do you react to live
audiences watching your films?

Both reactions are interesting for us. The internet is great for its scale
and being able to reach everyone with a press of a button, and get feed-
back from Australia to Austria to Austin. But there is nothing like being
able to show your material to audiences live too. It’s interesting to come
to events and watch it on the circuit, finding out how people respond to
different portions of it in different ways and in fact learning about differ-
ent communities’ sensibilities through the film. 

Montreal has a storied Jewish deli scene of course. But so does
Winnipeg. One of the questions you might get from the audience is
this: Winnipeg bagels vs. Montreal bagels? Are you going to answer
honestly? And…are you looking forward to trying the rye bread in
Winnipeg?

We believe this is as good a time as any to plead the 5th - the Talmud
encourages shalom bayit… but we’ll gladly try your rye!

Interview with Rena Boroditsky (To Dust)
Rena Boroditsky, is the Executive Director of Chesed Shel Emes, the

Jewish burial society in Winnipeg. She will be leading a discussion, fol-
lowing the film To Dust (starring Matthew Broderick and Geza Rohrig),
on Thursday, May 23. Boroditsky might seem like an odd choice to lead
a discussion around a road trip bro-mance movie. But not when you real-
ize that To Dust is actually a comedy, if a dark one, about how humour
can help towards a healthier relationship with death. She spoke to The
Jewish Post about her impressions of the film after seeing it for the first
time.

Why do you think it’s important for people to see this movie?
It’s important to take advantage of every opportunity we have to bring

awareness of our traditional Jewish thoughts and practices around death
and loss. The more we understand the wisdom of our heritage the more
we benefit as individuals and as a community.

This is an odd, and oddly funny movie. You’ve seen it at several fes-
tivals. What’s the general reaction been?

I chanced upon this movie at a premiere in NYC, didn’t know anything
about it, and didn’t know the filmmakers would be present. Reaction was
very positive after a brief stunned silence. 

What are you hoping people will take away from it? 
Grief is both universal and intensely personal, and we each have our

own journey. There are no ‘shoulds” or time schedules - we should be
patient and kind with ourselves.

The post-film discussion well be fascinating, we’re thinking. We are
really looking forward to it. How about you?

I always enjoy a good, entertaining and enlightening conversation
about all things end of life.

The Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival runs this year
from May 21-June 7. The Festival is presented by the Rady JCC and
The Asper Foundation, with support from the Babs Asper Centre for
Cultural Arts, Winnipeg Free Press and The Jewish Post & News. The
festival is being held at the Berney Theatre, Rady JCC,123
Doncaster Street. Tickets and full program at radyjcc.com/ 204-477-
7510.
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Jewish strikers from Scotland Woolen Mills, St. John’s Park,
Winnipeg, 1906. In his history of the Jewish labour movement in
Winnipeg, Harry Gale noted that the Scotland Woollen Mills was the
site of the first labour strike that involved Jewish workers. (Jewish
Heritage Centre Archives JM 433). 

Group of Socialist Territorialists, Winnipeg, 1908
(Jewish Heritage Centre Archives JM 441)

Jewish radical group near Winnipeg, August 13, 1913. (Jewish
Heritage Centre Archives JM 617 F.2)

The Liberty Temple (centre of Jewish radicalism) 
Executive, Winnipeg, 1917

It was a who's who of noted radicals such as Louis Orlikow, Feivel
Simkin (founder of the Israelite Press), and Jacob Penner (father of
Roland). Liberty Temple was raided by the police in the midst of the
strike (June 17). The Israelite Press wrote numerous articles in favour
of the Strike and historians such as Henry Trachtenberg, Roz Usiskin,
Nolan and Sharon Reilly have written that Liberty Temple served as
an information centre during the Strike.
Top row, left to right:  D. Goldin, M. Cirulnikoff, W. Gorsey, J. Penner,
D. Faider, M. Gray, F. Donner, M. Berckman, S. Elkin
Front row, left to right: M. Posen, A. Golubow, F. Simkin, L. Orlikow,
M. Alcin, S. Prasow, L. Geller
(Jewish Heritage Centre Archives JM 753)

Photos from  the  Jewish Heritage Centre archives of some of the groups &
individuals who played roles in the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike

The community created a committee to organize a strike relief fund in
support of three Jewish radicals who were falsely accused of fomenting
revolution. These were Moses Almazov, Samuel Blumenberg and
Michael Charitinoff.

The Tessler Brothers, tailors, Winnipeg, 1908 (JM 1221)
Max Tessler (on the far right) was active in the labour movement and
was one of three Jews (the others were M. Temenson and A.A. Heaps)
on the Strike Committee.

A.A.Heaps, n.d
(JM 737b)

Heaps was on the
S t r i k e
Committee and
was an M.P.
from 1925 to
1940 where he
fought for such
progressive legis-
lation as  a
national old age
pension program
and unemploy-
ment insurance.

Marcus Hyman, Winnipeg, n.d
(JM 450)
Lawyer, politician and an
activist in Jewish community
affairs, Hyman espoused numer-
ous progressive and humanitari-
an causes. He was appointed by
the Trades and Labour Council
as a counsel for the arrested
Winnipeg General  Strike lead-
ers as well as the five “enemy
aliens” three of which - Moses
Almazov, Michael Charitinoff
and Samuel Blumenberg – were
Jews.  In the 1930s Hyman
championed the Manitoba
Defamation Act (better known
as the Hyman Act) whose provi-
sions called for an injunction to
halt publications that were con-
sidered defamatory to an ethnic
group or religious collectivity.

Winnipeg City Councillor and
labour activist John Blumberg, c.
1910 (JM 2959)



By MATTHEW GODWIN
Let every Jew support according to his means. Let every Jew remember

that three of the arrested foreigners are Jews. And for this reason it is nec-
essary that every Jew help to free the arrested. It is your struggle for jus-
tice.

This year Canada marks the centenary of the Winnipeg General Strike.
The strike for employment, fairer wages and safer working conditions was
the largest act of public revolt in Canadian history. Violently repressed by
the Canadian and Winnipeg governments, the strike came at a time of ris-
ing xenophobia, anti-immigrant sentiment and antisemitism.

A Jewish History in Winnipeg
Fleeing pogroms in Eastern Europe, most Jews arrived in Winnipeg in the

late 1800s and early 1900s. Like Blacks and other minorities arriving from
Eastern Europe, Jews were greeted as unwelcome and undesirable. They
were ridiculed regularly in the media and by government officials, who
parodied Jewish participation in the garment industry, their impoverished
circumstances and their accents and customs.

Many Jewish immigrants fled Russia following the failed 1905 revolu-
tion as socialist revolutionaries. Their political campaigns continued in
Manitoba, devoting themselves to social justice, equality and advancing the
rights of immigrants. They formed a branch of the Workman’s Circle which
was a mutual aid society and gathering point for radical socialists. By the
late 1910s, Jewish leftwing personalities became active in the Social
Democratic Party of Canada (SDPC). They worked to minimize the effects
of capitalism, while playing a leading role in organizing Winnipeg’s unem-
ployed, demanding electoral accountability.  Many were arrested fighting
conscription toward the end of WWI.

Worker Crisis, National Strike
With peace declared in 1918, many war factories shut down and, coupled

with the return of tens of thousands of soldiers from the war in Europe and
elsewhere, unemployment and inflation skyrocketed. Worker discontent
boiled over on May 1st, 1919 when the metal workers went on strike for
higher wages. The Winnipeg Trades and Labour Council called for a gen-
eral strike two weeks later, with 30,000 downing tools and
heeding the call.

Jewish organizers contributed to the leadership of the General
Strike Committee, in particular Alderman Abraham Albert
Heaps, Max Tessler, and M. Temenson, who represented the
Metal Workers Union, and others from the garment workers.

Following the imprisonment of a dozen union leaders, on
June 21st, 1919, 6000 war veterans staged a parade and demon-
stration outside City Hall. A streetcar operated by strikebreak-
ers approached on its route and the demonstrators responded by
tipping it over and lighting it on fire. Mounted police charged
the demonstrators and opened live fire. By the end of the day,
two strikers were killed, 34 wounded, and nearly 100 arrested,
including J.S. Woodsworth who would later be elected to
Parliament and become the first leader of the Cooperative
Commonwealth Federation (CCF), the forerunner of today’s
NDP. 

Jewish activists Sam Blumenberg, Michael Charitinoff, and
Moses Almazov were among five immigrants arrested for insti-
gating the Winnipeg General Strike. Almazov was a student at
the University of Manitoba, editor of the ‘People’s Voice’ and a
delegate to the Dominion Labour Party and Blumenberg was an
active socialist. The community began organizing in response.
A Jewish Workers Committee was formed and members visited
Jewish homes to collect support for a strike relief fund and
protests for their freedom were held. Jewish and socialist orga-
nizations were raided by the Royal North West Mounted Police
– desks were smashed and papers stolen. Jews lived in fear of
persecution as Jewish homes were similarly raided by law
enforcement. 

Eventually, Almazov was acquitted and Blumenberg and
Charitinoff had their convictions reversed and were freed.
Despite the fear of persecution continuing for years following
the Winnipeg General Strike, the Jewish community of
Manitoba continued to contribute to the growth of the province.
Jewish MLA Marcus Hyman was the sponsor for Manitoba’s
Anti-Defamation Bill. Abraham Heaps, also a longtime mem-
ber of the Independent Labour Party, was elected to the House
of Commons for 15 years and alongside CCF founder J.S.
Woodworth championed old age pensions and unemployment
insurance.

Jewish Canadians would continue to play a leading role in the
labour movement, leading to many advancements that have
helped to better the lives of Canada’s working-class and diverse
communities, including working to end workplace discrimina-
tion. The Jewish community continues to be at the forefront of
progressive Canadian politics, including through the fight

against genetic discrimination, combatting antisemitism, online hate and
other forms of hate, as well as advancing the rights of Canadians with dis-
abilities, LGBTQ2+ communities and Indigenous Canadians. 

Matthew Godwin is from the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs and has
worked in Jewish advocacy and progressive politics for more than a
decade.

The Badass Jews of the 1919 Winnipeg General Strike
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Community news

Seated centre: Rose Alcin Second from right: Fanya Cherniack
Leaning on chair: J. Alter Cherniack
Representing Labour and the North End, Rose Alcin was elected
school trustee in 1919 (in the aftermath of the General Strike), defeat-
ing prominent lawyer and pro–business community activist Max
Steinkopf.
(JM 1857)
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MEMORIAMS

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ALVIN CORNE
who passed away

April 15, 2018
30 days in Nissan

Missed, cherished and loved.
– Your wife, children and
family.

Unveiling
The family of the late

JODI  SWIRE
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 2, 2019
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CECIL DAVIS
who passed away

April 24, 2002
12 days in Iyar 5762

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
family and friends

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNICE
GILMORE
who passed away

May 21, 2016
13 Days in Iyar 5776

Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your

children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren

and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RACHEL
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
May 16, 1965

14 Days in Iyar, 5725
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

TILLIE GOREN
who passed away

May 24, 2014
24 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, siblings,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

It is with great sorrow we
remember the passing of our

beloved mother and
grandmother

BERTHA
ITSCOVICH

who passed away
May 4, 2009

10 days in Iyar
—Sadly missed by your loving
son, grandson, family &
friends.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE ANN
LEVY (COREY)

who passed away
April 26, 2010
13 days in Iyar

— A gentle, kind and beautiful
young woman; sadly missed
by her husband Jeff, son
Matthew, parents Nancy and
Barry, sister and family –
Janis, Yoel, Shoshana and
Miriam Berznoger,  family and
friends.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVIN (OZZIE)
PLOSKER
who passed away
May 10th 2017,
14 days in Iyar

As long as we live
you will be remembered
As long as we live
you will be loved
—Your wife Sandra and
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN POTASH
who passed away

May 22, 2005
13 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by his
wife Sara, children and
grandchildren.

RIVKA
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 15, 1987

16 Days in Iyar

BORUCH
SHKOLNIK

who passed away
May 4, 1983

22 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

— Sadly missed and ever remembered by their loving daughter,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

MANUEL
SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 16, 2011

Iyar 12

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

LILLIAN
SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 17, 2014

Iyar 17

HILDA GOTFRIED (GOLDBERG)
September 27, 1931 - May 1, 2019

After a long and full life,
Hilda Gotfried passed
away surrounded by her
family.

She will be lovingly re-
membered by her husband
of 68 years, Isaac, her
daughters Irene Shapira
(Gary), Susan Gotfried
(Chris Hutton), Marla
Gaudet (Alan) & Paula
Kerr (David), her grand-
children Jared (Jenina),
Laura, Casey (Stephen),
Callum, Rowan, Morgan
& Evan, her great grand-
children  Damon,  Makenna

& Jachin & her many nieces and nephews.
She is survived by her sister Yetta and predeceased

by her parents Morris & Ann Goldberg, stepmother Ida
and siblings Lily, Sam, Betty, Max, Charlie & Izzie.

Hilda & Isaac travelled the world extensively. She
was full of energy and loved music, dancing, baking,
cooking and being with people, especially children.
She was a wonderful wife, mother & baba. Family was
everything to her.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to a charity
of your choice.

I’ll love you forever
I’ll like you for always
As long as I’m living
My mommy you’ll be

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per col-
umn inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

WEEK OF  MAY  15
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MAY  22In Memoriam

In memory of

JOSEPH
RIESENBACH

who passed away
April 25, 2013
15 days in Iyar

On this the sixth anniversary of
your passing, we stand with
broken hearts.
Still reeling with the void you
left in our lives.
We will always cherish your
memory and the love we shared.
— Your wife, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ELIZABETH
LEIGH

SCHACHTER
who passed away

May 19, 2018
5 days in Sivan

… a giving spirit
… a loving heart
… a beautiful soul
— Sadly missed and always
remembered. Marie Barrett,
Harley Schachter and
Roxana Tarin Pisheh
Jeffrey Schachter and Elan
Marchinko,  Daniel  Schachter
and Melisa Poiron

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MORRIS
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
May 6, 2001

13 Days in Iyar
A kind and gentle man
Always in our thoughts.
— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
(ALLEN)
STAJER

who passed away
May 6, 2004

15 Days in Iyar, 5764
Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
missed by your daughter Terry
and son-in-law Jack.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MOLLY VINSKY
who passed away

May 18, 1978
11 days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
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In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETTIE COHEN
who passed away

May 11, 2001
18 Days in Iyar

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
FAIMAN

who passed away
May 14, 1998

18 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JACK
(ISADORE)

LABOVITCH
who passed away
May 21st, 2006

22nd Day in Iyar
— Always remembered &
sadly missed by his brother
Irvin, nieces and nephews.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACOB
LEINBURD

who passed away
May 21, 1987

22 Days in Iyar
Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving
The tears are silent…
But you will forever be
Remembered by your loving
wife Betty, children Paul, Sorel
and Judy, grandchildren
Lauren, Cole, Jacob, and Noah,
brother Joseph and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STEVEN
POLLOCK
who passed away

May 22, 2010
Steven
We weren’t ready to say
goodbye.
And the hole you left in our
hearts gets deeper every day.
The loss we feel will never go
away.
You’re somewhere over the
rainbow where skies are blue
We miss you so much.
— Love your mother Phyllis,
Gary and Laura, Randi,
Robby, Karen, your
wonderful daughter Lauren,
and so many special friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

MAX
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
May 4, 1983

21 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERT SETTLER
who passed away

May 27, 2002
16 Days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALVIN SLOTIN
who passed away

May 14, 2001
21 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by his
sons, daughter, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK
LICHTMAN

who passed away
May 30th, 2016
22 days in Iyar

— A kind and gentle man.
Always remembered and sadly
missed by your loving family
and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit Deadline for
the

May 29
issue of

The Jewish
Post &
News

is noon
Thursday,

May 23
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Books

He told this self-effacing story about
himself to illustrate: Many years ago,
when his two daughters were four and
six, he once took them to a lecture where

he asked the members of the audience: “Have you ever grown up in a
house with someone who loses their temper?”

His older daughter put up her hand, much to Rabbi Telushkin’s chagrin.
Later, after his talk was over, and he had been suitably embarrassed, Rabbi
Telushkin asked his daughter why she had put up her hand. She told him
that sometimes when he was teaching her to read, he lost his patience with
her. Lesson learned!

One other point of self-effacement that Rabbi Telushkin made: He noted
that when the first edition of “Words That Hurt; Words That Heal”, first
came out in 1996, he had written that “the level of civil discourse cannot
get any worse”. Apparently, Rabbi Telushkin was not all that prescient, he
admitted – and we needn’t overextend ourselves to understand how wrong
he was.

There is another kind of gossip that isn’t predicated on saying something
truthful about someone, which Rabbi Telushkin said is known in Hebrew
as “motsi shem ra” – “when you say something about someone that is not
true”.

In the modern context, Rabbi Telushkin suggested, one of the most
grievous examples of that occurs when Israel is accused of “genocide”.
“The intention is to dehumanize Israel,” he declared.

The fact that the Arab population of Israel has grown seven times what
it was in 1948 is all that anyone needs to know in order to disprove that
canard, he said.

“Can we go 24 hours without using words in an incendiary way?” Rabbi
Telushkin asked the audience. “Just try it.”

He ended his speech with the following observation: “If you’re not
going to be a better person tomorrow than you are today, then what need
do you have for tomorrow?”

Following his prepared remarks, Rabbi Telushkin fielded a series of
highly intelligent questions from audience members. (In thanking him
later, event co-chair Faith Kaplan noted that the questions were as inter-
esting in how they led to very well thought-out answers from Rabbi
Telushkin as his actual speech.)

The first question was: “How does someone respond to someone who
says something hurtful to you?”

Answer: “Are they intending to be hateful or hurtful? If so, then you
have to question your relationship with that person…Not everyone
deserves a second chance.”

“But it might be a member of your own family” , who has said some-
thing hurtful, Rabbi Telushkin noted. While it is important to mend fences,
“still you don’t have to be a masochist,” he suggested.

“My wife says that, even if you choose to forgive someone, you should
tell them what they’ve done to hurt you…” 

“But what if the damage is irrevocable?” Rabbi Telushkin wondered.
“There are times when you are forbidden to forgive,” he answered, as in

the case of school shootings. (And in this respect, Judaism strongly differs
from Roman Catholicism, which allows anyone to be forgiven on their
deathbed – no matter what the situation.)

Continuing on the theme of forgiveness, however, Rabbi Telushkin drew
this brilliant analogy: “Holding on to a grudge is like allowing the person
to whom you hold the grudge to be in your mind rent-free.”

Question: “What should we, not as the speaker who says hurtful things,
or the person to whom they’re said, but as the bystander, do?”

Answer: “You have to handle it on a case-by-case basis. There are so
many variables in ethics you can’t lay down rules – only principles.”

Question: “What makes us speak evil of others?
Answer: “People don’t gossip about people who are on a lower social

level… There is a certain satisfaction in seeing the misery of the rich.”
Rabbi Telushkin went on to quote Samuel Johnson: “The vanity of being

trusted with a secret is one of the chief motivations to disclose it.” 
Sharing a secret makes you “an important person”, Rabbi Telushkin

observed. “It makes you a person in the know.”

Question: “Why do women gossip more than men?”
Answer: In high school, “boys generally establish their status by athlet-

ic prowess.”
Girls, on the other hand, establish status by being “part of the in

group…the easiest way to do that is by putting someone else down.”

And then, Rabbi Telushkin had yet one more pithy saying to take home,
this time from New York Times columnist Thomas Friedman: “Pessimists
might be right more often than optimists, but only optimists accomplish
anything.”

Telushkin
Continued from page 10.

G
rowing up in Garden
City, Bernie Shore ,
who is now 54,

attended Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate and Camp
Massad. He went on to earn
his B.A. at the University of
Manitoba, including study-
ing creative sriting and

criminology.
Shore, who was born in Vancouver,   was adopted by

Winnipeg’s Shore family. His siblings live in New
York – his sister working as a doctor and his brother
as a rabbi.

In his first career, Shore worked at various restau-
rants and hotels for over 15 years. Then, he decided it
was time for a change.

“I got tired of hospitality,” said Shore. “There’s
more to life than selling food. There had to be some
more meaning.”

Ten years ago, Shore applied to become a police
officer. “While I was applying for that, I was also on
the Downtown Biz, as one of those guys who drives around on a bike and
deals with homeless people,” said Shore.

“And, that sort of got me interested. I also came across a lot of street
kids in the downtown area. So, I got interested in working with kids and
also in the whole issue of the homeless. I ended up getting a job working
with juveniles in Corrections and I’ve been doing that ever since.”

Shore has been writing in different media for years and, professional-
ly, wrote training manuals for the hospitality industry.

“Always, in the back of my mind, I’d come up with little poems and
things like that,” said Shore. “And then, finally, a couple years ago, I was
at the lake and I came up with this idea of writing the book, ‘Skinny
Bernard.’

“The whole idea of that is the style of writing that it is – experimental
short stories. So, they are very short – 500-word stories – about 85 of
them. But, they all tell a greater story...so, it’s like a novel presented in a

very unique way.”
In the book, Skinny Bernard is a home-

less fictional character who lives in
Winnipeg and eventually dies and searches
for heaven. “Whether he finds it or not, I
can’t say,” said Shore. “You have to read
the story.”

The book has a very strong Winnipeg
feel to it, including many local landmarks,
like the Forks, Broadway, and many more
familiar to Winnipeggers – all told through
the eyes of the homeless and done with
much surreal imagery.

The story is about community and makes
you think about what kind of person you
are.

Skinny Bernard is “based on all real
characters that I came across while I was
riding that bike,” said Shore. “Of course, I
didn’t use any real names...and, of course,
I added to it...and added some wacky
points and things – like how there are

underground tunnels that exist downtown from the Capone days with
possible entrance-ways into heaven...So, there’s others walking around
that may be ghosts as well.

“So, like, when you’re driving downtown and you see someone beg-
ging for money, on Broadway, let’s say, maybe the guy’s a ghost or some-
thing. There’s a lot more going on than what you think, you know.

“The stories in the book are short stories, so every word counts. So, I’m
going to try to slap you in the face with everything quickly.

“I just want readers to take notice, and maybe start a conversation
about homelessness. I don’t try to get too heavy on anything. It’s really
just entertainment.”

For more information or to get a copy of “Skinny Bernard”, visit
https://books.friesenpress.com/store/title/119734000082153380/Bernie-
Shore-Skinny-Bernard.

Shore is already working on his next book set for a release date in 2020.

Ear-to-the-ground insight into homelessness

Bernie Shore  spent years dealing with the
homeess - now the subject of his book of
short stories, titled “Skinny Bernard”.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA



A
r o u n d
t h e
w o r l d

you are bound
to run into ex-
Winnipeggers
who care more
pass iona te ly
about their

home town than most current
Winnipeggers.

I found someone who   tops that list -
and who hasn’t lived in Winnipeg since
1946 (when she was ten years old)!

And yes, she grew up in the North End,
(Ed. note: Where else?) until her parents
made the bold move to California. I sup-
pose if you had moved from Crimea to
Canada, the issues with a move to the
USA and the challenges facing you at
that time were not as great as leaving the
old country in 1905 to another continent
and a new language. Such was the case
with the Doner Family from which
Eileen Doner Sever originated. Eileen
quotes a friend of hers who made the comment about Eileen “ You can take
Eileen out of Manitoba, but you can’t take Manitoba out of Eileen.” How
true was that statement.

Doner was at times Donner and  there are likely still variations of the
spelling of the name floating around. More often than not, it depended on
which immigration officer you had when you came to Canada. It is also
possible  that during the Second World War the name was changed to
reflect a less Germanic spelling. 

Whichever spelling of the name was used. Eileen’s family was well
known for the family business at Jarvis and Main: Doner Paint and
Hardware. This business was started by Eileen’s great-grandfather, his
brother, and two of their sons. Later, Eileen’s parents started another busi-
ness at Selkirk and Salter which some readers may recall as Doner Drug.
That place was a local hangout with a soda fountain (remember those) and
a juke box. And then, of course, there was the famous Doner Tawapit
Lodge at Clear Lake which was a kind of marriage mill for Jewish couples
for many years. From paint, to drugs and weddings, this was a family that
just kept on giving, hence the name Doner. 

Eileen began not as Eileen for those who recall her early days. She was
Elke Marlene Doner, named for the famous German actress, Marlene
Dietrich, who was also a staunch opponent of the Nazis.  In 1941, her name
was officially changed to Eileen. During her years in
Winnipeg, Eileen lived in two different homes. She began on
Stella near Andrews, a hot bed for immigrants at that time.
Her block was occupied by Ukrainians and the Doners  were
the only Jews living there at the time. Later, the family made
it to Polson, east of Main Street, a location that indicated the
family had arrived. 

Eileen’s memory of her school days in Winnipeg is sharp
and detailed. She has a hunger for Winnipeg and stories of

Winnipeggers. She makes it a point
to visit every few years. Believe it
or not, she still has some very close
friends in Winnipeg, as well as a
clutch of cousins with whom she
connects regularly. In fact, I met
Eileen in Palm Springs this winter
at the home of her cousin, Reva
Shell Abrams. 

It was at that time that Eileen
gave me several books on
Winnipeg and Manitoba. It is a safe
bet there are not many people, if
any, who have a collection of
Winnipeg memorabilia the size of
Eileen’s. In fact, Eileen has taken
her affection for the “peg” to anoth-
er level. Her email address contains
the number 46, which represents
the year her family left Winnipeg.
What all of this means is the Eileen
Sever has never SEVERED her ties to her home, Winnipeg. 

Eileen did settle into California life and attended UCLA. She later mar-
ried Moshe Sever, a visiting student at UCLA from Israel, and had a long
marriage. After five years of living in Israel, the couple returned to Los
Angeles and had two daughters. Eileen became a pubic librarian - and she’s
still at it.  Now a grandmother, Eileen, is trying hard to get her descendants
to emulate their mother and grandmother in her passion for all things
Winnipeg.

Eileen Doner Sever - of Doner Paints, Doner Lodge & Doner Drug
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By

GERRY POSNER

Eileen at her older daughter’s
baby shower in 1957

Eileen, age 50, at her younger
daughter’s college graduation. 

Eileen Doner, age 7, in her
passport photo with her
mother. At the time, her full
name was Elke Marlene
Doner. (The Marlene was
for famed German actress
and staunch Nazi opponent,
Marlene Dietrich.)

Eileen, as she now appears

ing down.  Out of the
blue (for her) her hus-
band of 12 years said that
he wanted a divorce. 

“He had recently lost his job and was going through a
midlife crisis,” he said.  “I was devastated.  But I remem-
bered my father’s words – never give up.  I was the daugh-
ter of Holocaust survivors and I could survive this.”

In the years since, she has developed her own limited
edition fashion lines as well as continuing to write and
speak about fashion. Beker has received many honours,
including induction into the Order of Canada in 2013.

In her presentation she noted that her father passed away
in 1987, but did live long enough to welcome her first
daughter. Her mother passed away in 2014.

A few years before her mother died, Jeanne had the
opportunity to take Bronia with her back to Poland. She
recalled how she was in Poland to film a segment about
fashion.  Her mother turned out to be the centre of atten-
tion. Bronia was able to serve as an interpreter for the film
crew and, at a presentation that Jeanne was giving, all eyes
turned to her mother after Jeanne introduced her.

“Everyone wanted to talk to my mother about her expe-
riences,” Jeanne said.      

Beker
(Continued from page 11)
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Submitted by Yolanda
Papini-Pollock of
Winnipeg Friends of
Israel

Winnipeg Friends of
Israel (WFI) held an event
April 30 at Temple Shalom
titled “Antisemitism Here
and Now”.

Our guest speaker was
Shelley Faintuch, former
Community Relations
Director of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg.

Shelley’s subject was of
interest to a large number
of people who attended out
of concern for  the global
rise of antisemitism. 

Shelley, who was also CIJA’s liaison in Winnipeg while she worked for
the Federation,  (CIJA), shared her deep knowledge of the history of anti-
semitism with the multi-faith audience. 

In her talk, she referred to  Nazi hunter Serge Klarsfeld’s message that
“anti-Jewish hate is consuming Europe” and that “there is no safe place on
earth for Jews.” (Ed. note: For more on Serge Klarsfeld, turn to page 9.)

The discussion that followed Shelley’s talk was full of passion and pro-
vided a glimpse into the challenges involved in fighting  antisemitism,
even within our small Jewish community here in Winnipeg. Despite the
fact that all participants in the discussion  were  in basic agreement about
combatting antisemitism, opinions conflicted when it came to agreeing on
the severity of the problem and the approaches that should   be used to deal
with it. 

Opinions ranged from those who believe that the problem in Canada is
blown out of proportion to many who said they are under the impression
that it is escalating rapidly and needs to be dealt with forcefully, using all
legal avenues available. 

One individual suggested that Mayor Bowman’s statement asking the
Social Planning Council of Winnipeg to rescind its invitation to   Linda
Sarsour to appear here  caused more harm than good for the Jewish com-
munity  here as “the community appeared as if it was controlling public
discourse and freedom of speech.” 

However, most members of the audience who voiced opinions said that
Mayor Bowman’s reaction was justified and commended him for his
courageous stand against hate in Winnipeg. Many of those same individu-
als said  that it is important to raise a loud voice against any antisemitic
speakers as we can no longer allow people to single out and target Israel
without being comparative and contextual. 

Regardless of one’s opinion, the facts speak for themselves. The League
for Human Rights of B’nai Brith Canada’s 2018 Audit of Antisemitic
Incidents recorded a 16.5 per cent increase in antisemitic incidents over the
previous year. The report also suggested that antisemitic incidents are
becoming the “new normal in Canada,” especially on social media. From
the perspective of global antisemitism, a recent study published by Tel
Aviv University concluded that governments on three continents promoted
antisemitism in 2018, singling out Venezuela, Turkey, Poland, and Ukraine
as being the worst of state sponsored offenders. Furthermore, violent
attacks against Jewish people spiked significantly last year, with the largest
reported number of Jews killed in antisemitic acts in decades. 

Our world is changing rapidly. Social media are influencing public opin-
ion and permitting antisemitic opinions to be freely transmitted. Social
media are creating an atmosphere in which the “genie” is allowed to come
out of the bottle without consequences. Can we continue to use the same
methods that we used 20 years ago and be successful in combatting anti-
semitism? Can we continue only to work behind the scenes to avoid con-
flict? 

One of the participants in the discussion, who moved to Canada 16 years
ago,  as she found antisemitism in France “unbearable,” stated that in the
last few years she has noticed the same hate slowly penetrating Canadian
society. She urged the audience not to wait until it becomes unbearable for
Jews in Canada. 

Whatever your opinion, remember that antisemitism is considered to be
the “oldest hatred.” It has persisted because of its irrational nature and its
ability to mutate to suit the times. Having no relation to reality, anything
Jews do or do not do has been and will be used against them. We have an
obligation to express our opinions even when they anger our haters. It is
time for us to unite and speak against this phenomenon wherever and
whenever needed. 

Speaking out against hatred is the first step in combating antisemitism. It
is the first step in living up to the phrase “Never Again.” 

Winnipeg Friends of Israel hear from 
Shelley Faintuch about antisemitism

PJ Library Celebrates 
Ten Years in Winnipeg!

PJ Library, an award-winning Jewish family engagement program
designed to strengthen the identities of Jewish families and their rela-
tionship to their local Jewish community, is turning 10 years old and is
celebrating with an anniversary extravaganza on June 2nd.

The PJ Library program is offered to families who have children
between the ages of six months and eight years old. Each month, chil-
dren receive an age-appropriate Jewish book or music CD, free of
charge. 

Originally inspired by Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library which
sends books to children in underprivileged areas of the US, PJ Library
(“PJ” is short for “pyjamas”) strives to contribute to the magic that
books bring to bedtime. 

Created by the Harold Grinspoon Foundation in Massachusetts, PJ
Library started in Winnipeg in 2009. As of today, 840 local children
between the ages of six months and eight years receive the books. PJ
Library is funded by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, local philan-
thropists and organizations in partnership with the Harold Grinspoon
Foundation.

PJ Our Way, the next chapter of PJ Library, was recently established
for kids ages 8 – 11. Every month, kids visit the PJ Our Way website
to choose a book from a selection of four high-quality titles that have
been reviewed by a panel of PJ educators, parents, and kids. To make
the choice easier, every title offered comes with a synopsis and author
bios, ratings and reviews, and video trailers. 

Since 2009, PJ Library Winnipeg has had almost 1,800 subscribers,
and more than 74,000 books and CDs have been delivered to local
children. You are invited to join us as part of the anniversary extrava-
ganza on Sunday, June 2nd from 3:00 - 5:30 pm at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus, as we celebrate with fun outdoors, a petting zoo,
giant slide, Israeli dance, soccer, crafts, and a hot dog dinner. The
Federation’s new mascot, Lior, will also be making an appearance.

For more information about PJ Library (6 months – 8 years old) and
to get signed up for our monthly PJ e-news, contact Florencia Katz at
204.480.7559. For more information on PJ Our Way (ages 8 -11), visit
jewishwinnipeg.org/pjlibrary or contact Mara Pellettieri at
204.477.7424.

(l-r): Yazidi Associaton of Manitoba
Director Hadji Hasso; Winnipeg Friends
of Israel’s Yolanda Papini-Pollock; and
former Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
Community Relations Director Shelley
Faintuch
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Brock Corydon Grade 3 & 4 youth choir

Beyachad: Robin Braha School of Dance

Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble Dancers (above & right)

Rabbi Anibal Mass and Dor Chadash

Miss Yom Ha’atsmaut 
Rady JCC Culture Programming
Coordinator Cynthia Fidel with
Entertainment MC Barry Kay

The line-up to get into the gym

Watching the fireworks at the
end of the evening

(left & above)

Lior, the new Jewish
Federation mascot

Inside the gym - where over 2,000 people gathered

Scenes from Yom Ha’atsmaut at the Asper Campus, May 9
all photos courtesy Keith Levit 

DJ Max (left) pro-
vided the music
for the outdoor
entertainment



The month of June is Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Queer, Transgender
(LGBTQ) Pride Month. Pride Month was originally intended to hon-
our the 1969 Stonewall riots in Manhattan, which were a major turn-
ing point for LGBT issues in the United States. Today, Pride Month
is observed in communities across North America with parades, fes-
tivals, and other joyful events that celebrate the LGBTQ community.

For Jews who also identify as members of the LGBTQ+ communi-
ty, as well as their allies, Pride Month is the perfect time to explore
and celebrate both identities. From May 24 – June 2, the Rady JCC
and other Jewish community agencies will be celebrating Pride in a
variety of welcoming and unique programs.

Five Events Not to Miss!
Pride Shabbat Dinner
Friday, May 24
7:00 pm
Kitchen Sync  - 370 Donald St.
Join us for a unique Pride Shabbat Dinner with special guests includ-
ing local LGBTQ+ members of the Jewish community. Music and
great food in wonderful Shabbat setting. Register at
nfargare@radyjcc.com 

Paparim for Pride / Butterflies for Pride 
Sunday, May 26
10-11:30 am
Jewish Foundation Garden, Asper Campus
Morning-packed fun of making decorations for Jewish Community
Pride float, Face Painting with Sephora make-up artist and a book
reading of Be Yourself with author Jackie Swirsky. 
Register at jewishfederation.org/pride  

Community Rainbow Flag Rising
Sunday, May 26
11:30 am
Parking Loop. Asper Campus
In solidarity with LGBTQ+ Jews and allies, we are flying the rain-
bow flag during Pride Week
Everyone is welcome to join us as we commemorate raising of the
flag for the first time.

“Family in Transition”
Monday, May 28
7:00 pm
Cinemateque – 100 Arthur Street.
This feature film screened as part of the Winnipeg International
Jewish Film Festival illustrates the story of a father of a close-knit
family in the Israeli city of Nahariya sharing with them his long-time
wish to transition.  Lara Rae, Co-Founding Director of the Winnipeg
Comedy Festival to present a Talk Back after the film. 
Tickets: radyjcc.com or 204 477-7510

LGBTQ+ Pride Parade 
Float Representing the Jewish Community.
Sunday, June 2
Meet on Memorial Park at 10:30 am
Members of the Rady JCC’s sponsored groups Anakhnu and Chofshi
and other organizations and volunteers have been meeting for a few
weeks to plan out the float for 2019.  In addition to the Rady JCC,
several other community organizations including, Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, CIJA, BBYO, Gray Academy, BB Camp, Camp
Massad, Jewish Child & Family Service, Congregation Etz Chayim
and Congregation Shaarey Zedek have indicated their participation in
Pride 2019.

The Rady JCC would like to invite Jewish LGBTQ+ individuals,
family members, allies, and other Jewish organizations to join
together to experience Pride 2019.  We are looking for volunteers in
a variety of areas including Parade Marshals, Décor, and Float Set
Up/Tear-Down. If you would like to volunteer, ride/walk along the
float or be a parade marshal, please register in advance by contacting
Noa Forage at nfargare@radyjcc.com . 

Those who would like to join can be on the float, walk along the
parade route or cheer along and support along the parade path. Please
meet at Memorial Park at 10:30 am on Sunday, June 2 and look for
the Jewish LGBTQ float. Special Pride T-Shirts are being designed
and will be available with advance registration. For more information
on any Pride activities, please contact Noa Farage at
nfargare@radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7547.

Pride Week activities are supported by the Rady JCC, Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, The Asper Foundation and CIJA. Thank you
to all the community 

Rady JCC Celebrates LGBTQ+ Pride Week in the Jewish Community
from May 24 - June 2. Everyone is Welcome
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