
New Lubavitch Learning Centre begins to take shape. 
As seen in the above photo, construction on the new $3 million
Lubavitch Learning Centre, at 1845 Mathers Ave. is now well underway.

Chai releases much
anticipated CD in style
Story and photos by REBECA KUROPATWA

Since its inception, the Sarah Sommer Chai
Folk Ensemble has released four albums –
“Chai is Hebrew for Life” (1974), “Songs of
Life…the Music of Chai” (1980), “Chai” (1986), and “Mah Yafim
Haleylot/How Beautiful are the Nights” (1997). 

The first three albums were produced on vinyl, so for Chai’s 40th

anniversary in 2004, they were all re-mastered on CDs and released
as a set.

Now, 13 years since Chai’s last recording, a new and unique CD has
been released.

On Sunday evening, May 9, Chai released a new CD, “Wanderings,”
at an up-close-and-personal celebratory concert featuring the entire
ensemble, at The Gates on Roblin.

“Our singers, musicians, and material have grown and evolved far
beyond previous levels,” said Chai Administrative Director, Reeva
Nepon. “We perform Jewish, Israeli, and world music, and are cele-
brating our achievement and future with this new musical recording
fuelling our group in Canada and beyond.” 
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Canada & Israel issue joint postage stamp
By BERNIE BELLAN 
(with files from J.T.A.)

Last month the Canadian and
Israeli postal administrations had the
first joint issue of a stamp.

In a release announcing the issue,
Canada Post stated: “In an increas-
ingly interconnected world,
Canada’s opportunity to grow in
peace and prosperity rests on the
strength of our country-to-country
bonds. These relationships have
shaped our national identity, both at home and abroad, and they’ve
furthered the sophistication of our economy, and the diversity of our
culture and people.”

The release went on to say that Canada Post was issuing “an inter-
national rate commemorative stamp to celebrate Canada’s strong
bilateral relationship with Israel-a friendship that spans six decades
and is marked by shared values, common interests, and strong politi-
cal, economic, cultural and social ties. The stamp, which marks the
first joint issue between Canada and Israel, will be cancelled in both
countries’ capital cities.”

“A key strength of Canada and Israel’s partnership is the extensive
network of social bonds-from Canada’s large Jewish community

(Continued next page)

(Cont. on page 8. See “Chai releases CD”.)

Chai choir recording Chai’s most recent CD.



Barry sisters’ tribute brings Shayla Fink, Debbie Maslowsky together for first time on same stage
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By MYRON LOVE
The opening program in the third annual

Mameloshen Festival of Yiddish Entertainment
and Culture – a tribute to the Barry Sisters on
Tuesday, May 11, at the Art Gallery - not only
brought back fond memories of years gone by
– but was also memorable for bringing togeth-
er for the first time on the same stage Shayla
Fink, our community’s first lady of klezmer,
and Debbie Maslowsky, our community’s first
lady of musical theatre.

And a polished, lively and entertaining per-
formance did the duo put on.

Maslowsky, a Peretz School graduate (who is
married to Talmud Torah alumnus Arthur
Cohen), got her start with the Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble and has since graced the
stage of virtually every major theatre company
in Winnipeg. She has also appeared in film and
television roles and has coached musical the-
atre students.

Fink, a Talmud Torah graduate (who is mar-
ried to performing partner Kinzey Posen, a
Peretz alumnus, and also director, emcee and one of the musicians for
the evening) came to fame as part of the Winnipeg klezmer group
Finjan. She and Posen frequently perform together in the community.
She has also appeared on film.

As Maslowsky noted, the two songstresses have much in common.
They both come from musical families of four (two brothers and two
sisters each) and have performed on stage with their siblings. And their
fathers were both grocers.

They both paid tribute, too, to Laurie Mainster, one of the driving
forces behind the Mameloshen series. Mainster represents the I.L.
Peretz School Endowment Trust, one of the major backers of the series.
(Other funders include the Jewish Foundation, the Asper Endowment
Fund, the Mark and Dorothy Danzker Fund and the late Sam

Grosberg, as well as private donors. The series is co-
ordinated by Rady JCC program director Tamar Barr.)

“Laurie has been suggesting for years that
Mameloshen do a tribute to the Barry Sisters,” Fink
noted.

The Mameloshen program began with a montage
on screen of their many album covers which were
commonly found in Winnipeg Jewish homes in the
1950s and ‘60s. Then the modern stars of the
evening came on stage resplendent in black knee
length dresses and long white gloves.

Fink and Maslowsky sang a number of Barry Sister
standards including “Tsena”. “Artzi Aleinu”, “the
Greene Cusina”, “Chiri Bim”, “Tumba Lelaika”, “Mein
shtetl Belz”, “Be Mir Bisht Tu Shein” (especially for
Laurie Mainster) and a jazzy version of “Echet Chayil”
backed by Eli Herscovitch on the saxophone, as well
as “Cabaret” in Yiddish, one of the Barry Sisters’ com-
mercials in English and a Pesach medley. They con-
cluded the evening with “Hava Nagila”.

In between numbers, they reminisced about the
late Noach Witman and expressed their joy in per-
forming together for the first time. Hopefully, they

will be able to get together again in future.
Fink and Maslowsky were backed up musically by Kinzey Posen on

bass guitar, Eli Herscovitch on the horn, Brian Harder playing the
piano and Jeff Gordon pounding the drums.

SHAYLA FINK and DEBBIE
MASLOWSKY played to a sold-out
audience May 11 at the Art Gallery.

(which stands at
about 350,000) to
dual Israeli-
Canadian citizens-

that have given rise to cooperation on many fronts, including culture,
education, business and tourism. These strong informal ties have
inspired the design for the stamp, which features groups of human fig-
ures formed in the shapes of Canada’s Maple Leaf and Israel’s Star of
David. These “people” come together to meet in the middle, a meet-
ing that symbolizes and celebrates the 60 years of friendship that the
two countries have shared. “

The first day of the release of the stamps was April 14. Stamps are
available in booklets of six. The face cover of the stamp is $1.70,
which is the international letter rate. First day covers are also available
from local postal outlets.

In a related story, the Canadian Union of Postal Workers has criti-
cized the release of the stamp.

“CUPW recognizes that Israel is a democracy and has taken steps to
end discrimination against lesbian and gay citizens,” Denis Lemelin,
national president of the postal union wrote in a recent letter to the
head of the Canada Post Corp.

“However, we are puzzled about the concept of shared values with
a country that has consistently ignored United Nations and World
Court decisions in regards to the ongoing Occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza. ... Sadly, in Israel there are still over 20 laws that dis-
criminate against the Palestinian national minority on such basic
issues as education, jobs, land ownership and access to public
resources.”

Lemelin’s letter goes on to cite Israeli violations of U.N. resolutions,
its building of a “separation wall” and ongoing discrimination against
Palestinians.

The editor of Canadian Stamp News, Charles Verge, also took a
swipe at the joint stamp, writing that “I am amazed and mystified by
the totally political nature of this stamp.”

Canada-Israel postage stamp
(Cont. from page 1.)

GRAY ACADEMY STUDENTS performing in the second concert of
the Mameloshen Festival, Monday, May 17, under the direction of
MIRIAM BRONSTEIN. Also on the program were the KLEZMER
GYPSY BAND, with ALIZA AMIHUDE; and RICHARD YAFFE and
JANE ENKIN. Next Tuesday you can catch American singer Mitch
Smolkin performing songs from the “Golden Age of Yiddish
Broadway”. But you better not wait long to order tickets. Both of the
first two concerts were sold out.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
The assassination of Yitzhak Rabin 15 years

ago led to a sea change in Israeli politics. The
terms “hawks” and “doves”, “left” and “right”
no longer have much relevance.

This was the message given by Professor
Reuven Hazan, Political Studies professor at
the Hebrew University and a visiting profes-
sor at Harvard University this year.

Hazan was here Tuesday, May 12, as a guest
of the local chapter of Canadian Friends of
the Hebrew University.

During the course of his 45-minute talk,
given at the Berney Theatre, (followed by a
20-minute question and answer period),
Hazan developed a somewhat surprising the-
sis: Israel’s paramount concern with security
ever since the 1967 Six-Day War led to an
increasing polarization between those who
were willing to make territorial concessions
for the sake of peace and those who were
opposed, until the assassination of Yitzhak
Rabin. No other issue has come close to mat-
tering to Israelis.

In Hazan’s words: “The topic on which every national election
focuses is security…We have a strange situation in Israel,” he said. The
economy can be doing very well and Israelis throw the government
out because they aren’t happy with how the government is handling
the issue of security.

Until 1995, according to Hazan, Israeli politics had been marked by
an increasing “polarization” between what were, until then, clearly
identifiable left and right groupings, or as they came to be defined:
“doves” and “hawks”.

However, everything changed with that one dramatic moment when
Rabin’s life was cut short by an extremist, said Hazan. “The process of
polarization that peaked with Rabin’s assassination has reversed itself.”
(As a sidenote, Hazan mentioned that he was standing a mere few
metres away from Rabin at the moment that he was gunned down.)

Hazan’s thesis, which was so clearly given, was developed through
an examination of some of the major events in Israeli history over the
past 43 years.

Following the Six-Day war, he noted, the concern with “security”
(which, he said, could just as well be termed a concern with “territo-
ry”), led to one overriding question: “Do we hold on to the land”
(taken in the Six-Day War)?

At first, the predominant notion was that territorial concessions
would lead to peace with the Arabs. In time, however, the more hawk-
ish elements in Israeli society, as epitomized by Menachem Begin,
began to asset themselves.

Nonetheless, even with the election of the first Likud government in
1977, the first settlements established by that government in the
Occupied Territories were ostensibly created for “security” reasons in
“highland” areas of the West Bank.

By the time Likud was re-elected under Begin in 1981, however, set-
tlements were being expanded into “lowland” areas. By 1984, with
Yitzhak Shamir as leader, the first settlements in Arab towns were
allowed.

At the same time that Likud was expanding settlements, there were
various levels of opposition to Likud’s policy, ranging from dovish ele-
ments who were in favour of major territorial concessions, to the more
centrist approach of an Ezer Weizman or a Moshe Dayan. 

With the increasing polarization, however, the doves and hawks
began “to see the other side, not as a democratic rival,” said Hazan,
but “as a hostile threat”.

“The word I am leading toward is ‘delegitimize’ your opponents,” he
explained.

Yet, “democracy is based upon pluralism”, Hazan noted. It is “based
upon the concept that if I lose an election, my opponent has the right
to govern.”

In 1992, however, Yitzhak Rabin’s Labor Party returned to power
with a “razor-thin” margin in the Knesset. Rabin entered into what is
known as the “Oslo process” of negotiations with Yasser Arafat and the
P.L.O. According to Hazan, “the hawks began the process of delegit-
imizing Rabin.”

“The height of polarization in Israel was Nov. 4, 1995” (the day of
Rabin’s assassination) “because Rabin’s policies were ‘illegitimate’,”

according to his opponents.

“Since 1995 a completely different trajecto-
ry has overtaken Israeli politics,” Hazan sug-
gested.

“The more we negotiated with the
Palestinians, the more Israelis died as a result
of terrorist attacks,” he noted. 

“It was difficult for Israelis to understand:
We were negotiating with a national libera-
tion movement that was also a terrorist orga-
nization.”

Even, however, with the election of the first
Netanyahu government in 1996, a new real-
ism had begun to inject itself into Israeli pol-
itics.

“Netanyahu’s first foreign visit was to
Egypt,” Hazan noted. Netanyahu also met
with Arafat more than any other Israeli prime
minister and he actually negotiated an agree-
ment with Arafat that was known as the
“Hevron Agreement” (whereby the Israeli
military withdrew from 95 percent of

Hevron).
That agreement was followed by the “Wye Agreement”, under

whose terms Israel transferred responsibility for control of large parts
of the West Bank to the Palestinian Authority.

While Netanyahu was capable of making concessions that would
have seemed unthinkable for a hard-line hawk, according to Hazan,
the Labour Party which, by this time, was under the leadership of Ehud
Barak, was moving away from its previously held dovish position.

Barak was “the hawkish leader of the dovish camp,” Hazan said. 
According to Hazan, Barak said: “I went to Camp David and I made

Arafat a proposal that I knew he would turn down because I wanted
to unmask him.”

In 2001, with the election of Ariel Sharon as Prime Minister, Israel
now had as its leader a man who was, arguably, its most hawkish
leader ever, according to Hazan. 

Yet it was Sharon who admitted that “Israel has to make hurtful con-
cessions”, Hazan noted. By the time Sharon was elected, the majori-
ty of Israelis were prepared to withdraw from the Gaza Strip.

“The hawks were now saying we no longer have to hold on to terri-
tories to achieve peace,” Hazan suggested. “So, who’s a hawk now?”

Turning to the creation of Kadima as a result of the internal schism
within Likud over Sharon’s willingness to make territorial concessions,
Hazan noted that, by the time Kadima was founded in 2005, Kadima
maintained that “land is no longer a strategic asset.”

In fact, according to Hazan, Kadima actually “won” the 2009 elec-
tion. “But Netanyahu did a very intelligent thing,” he said. “He
jumped over Kadima and brought in the dovish Labor Party” into his
governing coalition.

Thus, the situation in Israel today is that “the three major parties are
all in the centre,” Hazan argued. “What I’m trying to say is that Israeli
politics now is more pragmatic than it has been for the last 40 years.”

“For the past 15 years the hawks and the doves are so moderate that
they sit comfortably together,” he suggested.

“Israel is more pragmatic, more consensual, than it has ever been,”
Hazan said. “This is a different Israel – one that Obama has yet to
come to terms with.”

Yet, as much as Israeli leaders of the major parties are all prepared
to make territorial concessions, the paradox remains that “we can’t
test this theory (that territorial concessions will lead to peace) because
the Palestinians can’t challenge us. They’re polarized into two hostile
camps.”

Hazan ended his talk by reaffirming his thesis: “There is common
ground in Israel. The hawks and doves have come together.”

During the question and answer period that followed, Hazan also
noted one other benefit that could ensue from the “coming together”
of the hawks and the doves: Not only could “a Kadima-Labor-Likud
government cut a deal” with the Palestinians, it “could compromise to
reduce the number of parties in the Knesset”.

For Hazan, a reform of the political system in Israel is essential to the
democratic process there. It is possible, therefore, that the political
cooperation that would be necessary among the three major parties
for there to be any future peace deal with the Palestinians could also
lead to a radical overhaul of the Israeli political system.

Rabin assassination was key event of past 15 years in Israeli politics

Hebrew U professor: “Israeli politics more pragmatic now than for past 40 years”

PROFESSOR REUVEN HAZEN: “The topic
on which every national election focuses is
security…We have a strange situation in
Israel.”



Jewish fundraising is a subject that is not
often discussed within Jewish media, except
in the most glowing terms.

In the 1980’s the late Harold Buchwald pro-
vided the impetus for attempting to put more
controls on local fundraising when he, along
with several other civic-minded individuals,
helped to create the Multiple Appeals
Commission. 

One of the issues with which the Commission was intended to deal
was the proportion of charitable donations that were going to Israel,
as opposed to remaining within the community.

At first, the activities of the Commission were met with heavy resis-
tance from some of the more powerful Israel-based charitable organi-
zations here but, in time, that resistance died down.

In part, one of the reasons for that diminishment of resistance has,
quite simply, been the decline in the number and strength of many of
those organizations.

When one examines the Jewish fundraising scene in Winnipeg as it
exists today, there are two organizations that dominate: The Combined
Jewish Appeal (the fundraising arm of the Winnipeg Jewish Federation)
and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

Both organizations issue annual reports and are subject to scrutiny.
While one may take issue with the governance of both organizations
to one extent or another, generally both the CJA/Winnipeg Jewish
Federation and the Jewish Foundation have developed as the twin pil-
lars upon which our community rests.

When it comes to the activities of some Israel-based organizations,
however, notions of responsible governance are often problematic.

In this regard the activities of the Jewish National Fund deserve some
scrutiny.

One of the difficult aspects of asking questions about any Jewish
organization is that the volunteer supporters of organizations typical-
ly devote themselves selflessly to those organizations without asking
for anything in return. Sometimes those volunteers are unaware of any
inconsistencies in the operation of a particular organization - some-
times they turn a blind eye to those inconsistencies.

Regardless, when it comes to questioning the operation of a local
office, most of those volunteers are reluctant to raise concerns. (I
found the same pattern of behaviour when I delved into the activities
of the Crocus Fund over six years ago. Members of the Crocus Board,
most of whom were clearly aware of serious discrepancies in the oper-
ation of the Fund, especially when it came to excessive spending by
one senior officer in particular, chose to look the other way. There
seems to be a pattern of “cognitive dissonance” when it comes to
boards of directors and scrutiny of expense accounts until the media

start asking ques-
tions.)

In preparation for
writing this editorial, I
sent a series of ques-
tions to the National
Office of the Jewish
National Fund, in
Montreal. The person
who offered to answer
those questions
refused to put any of
his answers in writ-
ing. That, in itself,
suggested to me that
the answers that he
gave me were some-
what disingenuous. 

At this point I will
not get into the
specifics of the ques-
tions that I asked,
except to say that,
based upon JNF
Canada’s filings with
the Canada Revenue
Agency (which are
available to anyone
online), there are
questions that one
might raise about rev-
enues and expendi-
tures of JNF Canada.

In that regard it

should be mentioned that
there has been a longstanding
tension between the JNF’s
Israel operation and its offices
throughout the world. Within
Israel itself the JNF has quite
often come under heavy criti-
cism for bloated salaries of
top-level functionaries, a
good many of whom are
political appointees who have
no particular qualification for
being hired other than their
years of service to one politi-
cal party or another.

In Winnipeg, however, we
have had a tradition of JNF
“shlichim” or emissaries
being appointed who have
carried out their duties in an
efficient and praiseworthy manner.

Local boards of the JNF have worked quietly and cooperatively with
past shlichim. Most importantly, spending by the local office in the
past did not raise any particular eyebrows.

Such does not seem to be the case in the past year and a half. With
the arrival of a new JNF “shaliach” in the fall of 2008 there has been
an apparent dramatic increase in spending by the local office. 

I asked the JNF spokesperson in the Montreal office about certain
aspects of that spending and, quite frankly, the answers he gave were
contradicted by a source who had direct knowledge of the inner work-
ings of the JNF office here. (I had specifically asked about the amount
of money raised by the JNF Gala here and the amount of money allo-
cated for the local shaliach’s house here.)

What is the significance of all this? In 1996 JNF America came under
heavy scrutiny for the proportion of monies that it raised which was
being spent on salaries and promotion of itself within the US, rather
than on projects in Israel. That scrutiny led to a financial audit by the
accounting firm Deloitte Touche, but the results of that audit, unfortu-
nately, did nothing to show whether funds raised by the JNF were
being spent disproportionately in the US, as opposed to Israel.

The same questions about the JNF operation in Winnipeg deserve to
be asked, especially: How much of the money that is raised locally is
being spent in Winnipeg on office overhead and promotion, as
opposed to actual projects in Israel? 

(For that matter, once money reaches Israel, how much of that
money is actually being used for destination projects rather than being
diverted to yet more administrative expenses?)

These are questions that deserve full and complete answers. 
* * * *

Speaking of challenging accepted wisdom within the Jewish com-
munity - there is one other Jewish newspaper in Canada that has been
ruffling some feathers: The Jewish Free Press in Calgary.

In its latest issue, Publisher Richard Bronstein dares to poke fun at
Israeli PM Netanyahu for “bending himself into a pretzel” over hous-
ing construction in Jerusalem, and for not having “a belief system
other than preserving his coalition.”

Bronstein also prints a number of letters taking him to task. One
begins with the words: “We were disappointed and dismayed with the
last two editorials...” Another criticizes him for daring to approve of
President Obama’s “singling out the settlement issue of being the pri-
mary obstacle to peace and his dislike of Prime Minister Netanyahu
for not having a peace plan.”

It’s nice to know that there are other publishers of Jewish newspa-
pers in Canada who are willing to try and provoke a debate among
members of the Jewish community.

* * * *
Finally, a story that appeared in another publication about an anti-

Semitic incident in River Heights was one that was brought to the
attention of B’nai Brith by The Jewish Post & News. Apparently the
incident (painting of a swastika on the side of a house) happened
October 26, 2009, according to the Winnipeg police.When we con-
tacted B’nai Brith to see whether they had any information about the
incident, we were told they didn’t.

So, we were surprised to learn that B’nai Brith immediately contact-
ed another publication to let them know about the incident. That’s
akin to the Winnipeg police being contacted by the Free Press to see
whether they have any information about a news tip, then the police
turning around and giving that tip to the Sun. Thanks,  B’nai Brith, for
being so unprofessional.
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Irwin Lipnowski

There was a time when it was considered
unnecessary to inspect the contents of every
piece of luggage loaded onto an aircraft.
Ensuring that each item belonged to a board-
ing passenger meant that if a live bomb were
hidden in a passenger’s suitcase, that passen-
ger would also perish in the mass homicide.
It was considered sufficient to rely upon the

basic human instinct for survival to safeguard an aircraft. 
While this reasoning was applicable to an earlier era, it no longer

holds today. Driven by “religious” extremism or brainwashed by thor-
oughly evil puppeteers, terrorists are hell-bent on the mass homicide
of as many innocent men, women and children as possible, and have
no regard for their own lives. Many have been indoctrinated with the
insane belief that their horrific behaviour is a fast route to martyrdom,
heaven and eternal bliss. 

How can this scourge be combated and ultimately eradicated?
Western democracies could benefit by studying Israel’s methods. Israel
has of necessity been at the forefront in combating terrorism and has,
for decades, improved and refined its counter-terrorism techniques
and strategies. The first and most elementary lesson offered by Israel is
“disclose nothing about your security procedures.” The less said, the
better.

This lesson has not yet been absorbed by the U.S., which was very
fortunate that two recent terrorist attacks–on a flight from Amsterdam
to Detroit and in Time Square in New York City–were narrowly avert-
ed. The failure of both attempts was not the result of successful
counter-terrorist measures. Luck and the ineptitude of the bombers
played a major role. In both cases, far more information was released
about the source of the failures than was warranted. 

Consider the unsuccessful bombing at Time Square. The perpetrator,

Pakistan-born naturalized American citizen Faisal Shahzad, commit-
ted a number of mistakes that resulted in the failure of his bomb to
explode with devastating effect and in his arrest shortly before his
flight to Dubai was to depart. What useful purpose was served by sat-
urating the airwaves with detailed information about why the Time
Square bombing failed and how the bomber was apprehended?
Ridiculing Shahzad’s amateurishness did not serve the cause of anti-
terrorism. Future bombers will be given longer and more intensive
training than the five months Shahzad reportedly received in Pakistan.
They will be taught to avoid using “non-explosive fertilizer,” and to
pack their bombs with a more lethal variety. If they rent or buy a vehi-
cle for their operation, they will be taught that a vehicle identification
number (VIN) is imprinted on the motor as well as at the base of the
windshield. They will be taught that using a stolen car eliminates the
chance of a vehicle being traced. They will be taught how long it takes
for the name of a person who has been placed on a no-fly list to be
provided to airport security authorities. Disseminating such informa-
tion on CNN and other media outlets can only help terrorists and their
trainers improve their procedures and increase their probability of
success in future attempts.

I learned the lesson that “silence is golden” at a tender age as I
observed the interaction between two combatants at the Winnipeg
Jewish Chess Club. When one player attempted to glean helpful infor-
mation from his wary opponent by asking a seemingly innocent ques-
tion, the reply would typically be “Does Macy’s tell Gimbels? Does
Eaton’s tell Hudson’s Bay?” Executives at Macy’s and Eaton’s were fully
aware that their interests were not exactly aligned with those of their
competitors, so private commercial information remained private. In a
life and death struggle against global terrorism, the only information
worth sharing is misinformation. 

Ed. note: The following letter from Allan Cantor is a follow-up to a
previous letter in which Cantor first raised the idea of creating a kosher
co-op butcher shop.

Having returned fairly recently from my winter vacation, I am pre-
pared to start up the Winnipeg Co-op Kosher Butcher Shop project
again.

If the project is to move forward, I set forth hereunder what I see as
the principles underlying the venture and the elements of organization
and development I think would need to be addressed.

The Co-op would deal in fresh meat
There are a number of buying co-ops and groups that buy kosher

meat from Montreal or plants in the United States. There are also a
number of commercial outlets (stores) that sell frozen kosher meat.
The concept of the Co-op is that it will deal in fresh meat. There is a
quality in fresh meat that is simply lost when you buy frozen. Also, it
is much harder to be assured of consistent quality if you are buying
remotely; you cannot see the product before you buy. Therefore, the
Co-op will not be competing in the frozen trade.

To deal in fresh meat, there must be local slaughtering. Therefore, a
local shochet is a requirement. This should be a young person, well
trained, well qualified, and who will have another trade or profession
which would be the primary source of his income, as the income from
the slaughtering for the Co-op will probably not be sufficient, at least
at first, to sustain him. The Candidate should be motivated by wanting
to do a “mitzvah” for the community.

A local packing plant will have to be utilized and identified. It is
important to be local, as the cost of transportation is a big factor in the
pricing of the product. Joe Cantor of Cantor’s Grocery, credits the
arrangement he has with a local meat packer as the reason he can
price his products so competitively. With a local plant you should also
be able to control quality better, than using some remote plant. A lot
of the price of the locally available frozen kosher meat is the cost of
transportation.

Arrangements will also have to be made for the disposition of the
hind quarters of the animals slaughtered, if the shochet is not suffi-
ciently talented to kosher the hind quarters. The packer should be able
to accommodate this. It may be that the Muslim community would be
a market for this, as in other parts of the world the “surplus” hind quar-
ters is acceptable as “halal”.

Fresh meat has a quality that cannot be duplicated in being frozen,
and with a local packer, quality should be easier to assure and con-
trol.

The Co-op concept
It is important for the success of the project that not only the

required capital is raised, but a clientele be assured. Simply raising
capital from a few well meaning public spirited individuals may
assure the required capital, but it will not assure the success. The shop
(Continued on page 26. See “Kosher Butcher”.)

Secular countries can be racist, too
In his article in the Jewish Post of April 7, p. 21, titled “UJPO hosts

forum on secular Judaism”, journalist Martin Zeilig quoted from an e-
mail that I sent him stating that secular states are just as capable of
being “racially intolerant, socially unjust and bigoted” as states
espousing a particular religious bias.

In her letter in the April 21 issue of the Jewish Post, Sophie Shulman
misinterprets my statement to mean that secular states are more capa-
ble of committing atrocities than religious theocracies. This is not
what I meant.

Ms. Shulman goes on to quote from a speech made by Hitler in
1933 regarding the necessity for religious faith to prove that he had
religious sympathies. Stalin did the same in the depth of WWII when
the Nazis were at the gates of Moscow. Is she saying that these two
dictators had a leap of faith when it became politically expedient? I
doubt it.

As for the Turks during the Armenian genocide (1915-1917), their
faith in Moslem humanistic values had been spread pretty thin on the
eve of Kemal Ataturk’s proclamation of a secular republic. This didn’t
stop them from brutally ethnic cleansing their Greek minority in the
1920’s. Ms. Shulman then proposes ”secular democracy” as a
panacea against both secular totalitarianism and theocratic autocracy
based on fundamentalist beliefs. If it were only that simple.

As for France, scholars now have researched and discovered that
this secular country was the most anti-Semitic country in Europe prior
to WWII and continues to be today. The fact that the French collabo-
rated in rounding up French Jews for the Nazis was covered up by post
war French governments to create the myth of French anti-Nazi strug-
gle.

I would strongly suggest that Ms. Shulman brush up on her knowl-
edge of history before authoring any books.

GEORGE DURAVETZ
Winnipeg, MB.

LETTERS

The Winnipeg Co-op Kosher Butcher Shop

Lecture Notes on Counter-terrorism 101

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI



There may have
been a recession
across much of
Canada last year but
you wouldn’t know it
judging by Ben Moss
Jewellers’ results. The
Winnipeg-based,
third generation fami-
ly business – which is
celebrating its 100th
anniversary this year
– opened seven new
locations in 2009 –
including its first store
in Toronto. And com-
pany President Brent
Trepel is promising
further growth this
year. “We have a lot
of exciting plans for
this year,” says Trepel,
who is marking his
25th year in the busi-
ness. “We are plan-
ning a huge promo-
tion for the fall. It’s
been exciting watch-
ing our company grow over the years.” 

Also in the last couple of years, Ben Moss
Jewellers unveiled a new, more spacious, more
upscale look (in Winnipeg thus far, only at the St.
Vital Shopping centre location) focusing more
on unique stylings. 

Ben Moss Jewellers was founded by Trepel’s
zaida, the eponymous Ben Moss, a young immi-
grant from Romania, who opened a small store
in the North End in 1910. Moss was not an over-
ly ambitious individual. He was content to earn
a living from the store.

“What was important to him was to maintain
a good reputation and a good name,” Trepel
says.

When Moss unexpectedly died in 1959, his
26-year-old son-in-law, Sid Trepel (who was
married to the former Marilyn Moss) was thrust
into running the business. It was under the lead-
ership of the energetic young visionary that Ben
Moss Jewellers began its push to become a
national chain of jewellery stores. Sid Trepel
preached - and practiced – his five “D”s -
DRIVE, DESIRE, DETERMINATION, DEDICA-
TION AND - DO IT!!

Brent recalls that his father saw that shopping
malls were the way of the future and began
opening Ben Moss
outlets in newly-
opened malls
throughout the

Prairie Provinces. Sid Trepel loved the jewellery
business and the excitement and expansion of
Ben Moss Jewellers. His goal and dream was to
be able to provide service to customers across
Canada. 

Sid Trepel’s achievements earned Ben Moss
Jewellers accolades as one of Canada’s Best
Employers for Women, one of Canada’s 50 Best
Managed Companies for six consecutive years,
Innovative Retailer of the Year by the Retail
Council of Canada; and Canadian Jeweller of
the Year twice by the Canadian Jewellers’
Association.

In 1981, Trepel’s expansion plans were slowed
when he suffered a major heart attack. Three
years later, he suffered a stroke. (He passed away
five years ago.) That is when Trepel’s sons, Brent
and Louis, took charge of the business. (Louis
left the company a couple of years ago to pursue
his charitable work.) Under their leadership, the
company has grown from 18 to 63 stores across
Canada – with about 600 employees.

“There have been a lot of changes in the retail
jewellery market place over the years,” says
Brent Trepel. “The biggest challenge is staying
current with consumer and market trends. You
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Myron LoveSocial Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENTS

DUDECK, STERN
It‘s a girl! Marcie Dudeck and Michael Stern are

thrilled to announce the birth of their daughter
SAYDE JAYE DUDECK STERN in Toronto on
March 14, 2010 at 3:26 am weighing 6 lbs. 14 oz.
and 20 inches long.

Proud grandparents are Elaine and Barry Weber
of Winnipeg and Phyllis and Bernie Stern of
Montreal. Delighted great-grandmother is Claire
Kemel of Winnipeg. Also excited to welcome
Sayde are four aunts, four uncles, and seven first
cousins.

Sayde is named in loving memory of Marcie‘s
father, Gerald (Jerry) Sydney Dudeck.

Eloise and Irven Leb along with Shirley and
Steve Finn are ecstatic to announce the birth of
their granddaughter BLAIR  AVERY  FINN.
Blair was born November 22, 2009 in Palo Alto,
California. Blair’s Hebrew name is Chanah Bracha.
She is named in loving memory of Aunty Bridgid
Finn and Great-great Aunty Anne Bronstein. Proud
parents are Lea Leb and Albert Finn of Menlo
Park, California.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
I would like to expres my sincere
gratitude to my family and friends

for their good wishes
during my recent illness.

Annette Lasker

Chavurat Tefila Synagogue
You are invited to our

Annual Tea
at the Synagogue 

459 Hartford at McGregor
Sunday, June 6, 2010

1:30 to 4:00 pm

Phone Myron at 338-9451 or 
Miriam at 339-6080 for further information

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

Ben Moss Jewellers celebrating 100th birthday,
planning more store openings across Canada

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

Ben Moss Jewellers President BRENT TREPEL.

Arm Candy co-owners MICHAEL WALKER (on left) and MILAN
ACKERMAN.

The Winnipeg Board of Jewish Education

is pleased to welcome

the following individuals as directors:

Al Benarroch

Tracy Kasner Greaves

(Cont. on page 7. See “Myron Love”.)



What do you get
when you put togeth-
er three young local
talents all wanting to
show Winnipeggers a
great time? A unique,
no t - to -be -mis sed
event – with smoke,
mirrors, laughter, and
all – just in time to
kick off the summer.

The show, “Zev Permack is The
Show…Featuring Benji Rothman,” is a comedy
hypnosis event being held at the Park Theatre
on Wed., June 2. 

Comic Benji Rothman (22) will open up with
a standup routine, followed by headliner Zev
Permack (19) hypnotizing volunteers from the
audience. Marketing and production is being
done by Jordan Billinkoff (20), a friend and
admirer of Rothman and Permack’s talents. 

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Billinkoff has
had a passion for media and marketing for as
long as he can remember. His company,
Billinkoff Productions, has been around since
2004, providing services in videography and
photography (and is now also venturing into
offering marketing and promotion).

“When brainstorming ideas for the show sev-
eral months ago, we felt this was a win-win sit-
uation for everyone – a no brainer – with each
of us getting the chance to showcase our abil-
ities,” said Billinkoff. 

“For a few reasons, we decided this was a
great time to put on the show. It’s a great way
to kick start the summer. And after several
months of preparation the crew isn’t going into
this rushed. Instead, they’re totally ready, so
the timing couldn’t be more perfect.”

At the June 2 show, during Rothman’s rou-
tine, digital shorts will be played on a projec-
tion screen. Permack’s hypnotism segment will
also feature some videos (produced by
Billinkoff’s company).

“Ultimately, this event is all about offering
Winnipeggers the chance to see some young
local talent collaborate, working together to
host an entertaining event for everyone, one
that won’t be easily forgotten,” said Billinkoff.
“We’ll put on a terrific show, and we really

appreciate everyone’s tremendous
support.”

Permack has been performing
hypnosis since the age of 15,
including shows for youth groups
and other functions. Born-and-bred
in Winnipeg, he is currently study-
ing at the University of Winnipeg.
“Zev’s routines are known for being
extremely creative and hilari-
ous…and he plans on taking his
creativity a step further for this
upcoming show,” said Billinkoff. 

Winnipeg comic Rothman is
studying at the University of
Manitoba’s Asper School of
Business and has been performing
as a stand-up comic for several
years. Billinkoff said, “Benji has

always had a passion for comedy, and he loves
making people laugh. 

“This show will appeal to people of almost
any age. Still, we recommended it for those
ages 14 and up, to be on the safe side, due to
minimal use of adult language. But really, these
performers will make everyone laugh.” 

On the night of the event, doors will open at
7:15 p.m. with DJ Imaculat playing music
tracks. Drinks for purchase will be available.
The show gets underway at 8 p.m.

Tickets are $15 in advance or $20 at the door.
Advanced tickets can be purchased at the 225-
person capacity Park Theatre (478-7275), or by
contacting Jordan Billinkoff (996-0099), Zev
Permack (298-9838), or Benji Rothman (291-

4670).
“We’re anticipating a sellout crowd, and tick-

ets are selling increasingly fast as we near the
show date, so I’d recommend contacting us
as soon as you can,” said Billinkoff.

To see event promotional videos, visit
Permack’s facebook page or website at
www.zevpermack.com. 
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GWEN SECTER CREATIVE LIVING CENTRE

1588 Main Street

Membership Day / Open House
Wednesday, May 26 at noon

• Lunch (RReeggiisstteerr iinn AAddvvaannccee)
• Fitness Demo

• Jewish Winnipeg Nostalgic Movie
• Building Tours

• Free Door Prizes

Interested in being a Board 
or Committee Member?

We would like to have you on our 
Gwen Secter team

For more information, 
please call Marilyn at 333399--11770011

Gwen Secter to hold Open House

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre will
showcase the facility at 1588 Main Street
on Wednesday May 26 by holding mem-
bership Day and Open House.

Register in advance for lunch or come
at 1 p.m. for program and building tours
followed by refreshments and draws for
free door prizes.

If you are an older adult looking for a
place to meet new friends, socialize and
eat great kosher food, Gwen Secter
Centre is for YOU!

Also we are looking for new members
who would like to join the Board of
Directors…Help to plan for the future
and build on our past successes. Your
knowledge and skills would be appreciat-
ed!

Please call Marilyn at 339-1701 if you
would like to discuss. 

* * *
On Monday May 10, Gwen Secter

Creative Living Centre honoured its many
volunteers at a luncheon and awards cer-
emony.

This year, the Volunteer of the Year
Award and the Red River Cart volunteer
award was given posthumously to Sydney
Freedman.

A tremendously dedicated, gentle and
humble individual, Sydney passed away
suddenly on April 21. He was a ‘regular’
around the center, working at the front
desk, helping with program set up, meet-
ing and greeting members and guests and
always making himself available when
and where needed.

Sydney Freedman is survived by his
mother Lily Freedman in Winnipeg and
his sister Marcie in Israel in addition to
his ‘extended family’ at the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre. We will all miss
him tremendously .

have to stay relevant
and move with the
times.” 

* * *
Ben Moss Jeweller’s success is no doubt some-

thing that young entrepreneurs Milan Ackerman
and Michael Walker would like to emulate. The
two 22-year-olds recently opened Arm Candy
handbags and Accessories on Roblin in
Charleswood. 

“We did our market research,” says Walker,
who is also concurrently enrolled in the Asper
School of Business. (Ackerman is attending Red
River College in the Business Administration pro-
gram.) “We discovered that there are very few
stores in Winnipeg specializing in hand bags.
This is a huge industry with tremendous poten-
tial.”

He notes that the store is well located for its
potential market segment. Next door is a hair
salon and there is a weight loss centre across the
street.

Both Walker and Ackerman come from fami-
lies experienced in retail. Ackerman’s parents
(Sharon and Ron) used to operate Milan
Clothing. Walker is the son of Evelyn and the late
Jack Walker. He was part of the family’s success-
ful magic act and, for the past four years, the
Walker Family has operated a bakery bistro in
the Falcon Lake area.

The partners have been close friends for most
of their lives. Both attended the Gray Academy
(although Walker finished his high school at the
University of Winnipeg Collegiate).

Arm Candy’s grand opening was on April 16.
“We had a great turnout for the opening and
business has been steady since then,” Walker
says.

The partners are stocking “designer-inspired”
purses which are replicas of well known brand
names but with distinctive twists. They also carry
scarves and jewellery.

“Our products are largely overseas imports,”
Walker says. “We have a very good supplier.”

And like Ben Moss, Ackerman and Walker are
looking forward to expansion – but maybe not
quite at the same rate of new store openings, at
least not just yet.

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)

Young local talent to put on comedy hypnosis show

By

REBECA KUROPATWA

Mazel Tov Rebeca and Ami!

It’s been a long time since one of our writ-
ers gave birth! Rebeca Kuropatwa and hus-
band Ami Bakerman are the proud parents
of their first child: CALI TEVA BAKERMAN,
born Sunday, May 16, at 10:23 am. Now
Rebeca, I hope this didn’t prevent you
from covering that story Sunday evening.



Chai has over 40
dancers, singers, and
musicians, and is
touted as North
America’s oldest and
largest Israeli folk
dance ensemble that
performs, with
exclusively live
musical accompani-
ment, international
dance, music, and
song.

The late Sarah
Sommer founded the
ensemble in 1964
with eight young
women, accompa-
nied by an accor-
dionist.

At the launch, Chai
Artistic Director and
event emcee Tracy
Kasner Greaves, said,
“It’s really special for
us to be here tonight,
on Mother’s Day.
Often when we think
of Chai we think of
our first mother,
Sarah Sommer.”

Avrom Charach was
a Chai member for 20
years. “It’s been years
since Chai put out a
CD,” he said. “Over
the years, the group
has become increas-
ingly polished
through learning new techniques and practic-
ing. They’re also taking more concert tours
thanks to caring funders, which is excellent.” 

Earl Barish said, “This was a great time for
Chai to pull together and make this happen.
The last few years, they’ve become way more
professional...with the highlight being the
singers, who are just fantastic. The orchestra

has also improved, bringing in talents of all
different musicians. Chai does a concert
every second year, so they do something dif-
ferent in the off-years like this CD.”

The CD’s featured singers include: Melissa
Hart, Rachel Steindel, Sarah Sommer, Jacqui
Usiskin, Beth Schachter, Tracy Kasner
Greaves, Arthur Liffmann, David Greaves,
David Vamos, and Justin Odwak.

Ariel Posen (with Kinzey Posen and Neil
Cameron) produced the CD, which includes
songs like Heyaw, Hava Nagila Gila, Alle Brider,
Shirei Ro’im Ve’Ohavim, Eli Atah, Rumania, Kol
Ha’olam Kulo/Yerushalaim Habnuyah/Kol
HaKavod, and Nanua. He described the CD as
“really eclectic,” noting “the songs are associat-
ed with Hebrew or Judaism, but the overall vibe
is more directed to world music...[while also]
staying true to its roots.”

On the night of the launch, Kasner Greaves
dedicated the song Nanua to the memory of
Elana Palay (who passed away on April 26 at
the age of 40). 

“For many years, when she was Elana Dil,
she was part of the Chai Folk Ensemble,” said
Kasner Greaves. “Her great vision and talent
allowed her to accomplish so much in her
short lifetime...She valued opportunities for
young people to have a venue to create,
learn, and celebrate – especially in the spirit
of Israel and community...[and] was very
much looking forward to this CD release, and
especially this song.”

The CD’s featured musicians include: Ariel
Posen on guitars and lap steel, Kinzey Posen
on bass, Zack Antel on keyboards, Jeff
Gordon and Jon Lemer on drums and per-
cussion, Chris Wolfe on clarinet, Kristjanna
Olesen on violin, Matthew Leibl and Becky
Reesor on piano, Jeremy Rusu on accordion,
and Scott Senior on percussion. 

Arthur Liffmann did the CD’s vocal direct-
ing, and Maxim Berent did the designing.

For more info, contact Chai’s Reeva Nepon
at rnepon@aspercampus.mb.ca or 477-7497. 
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Chai releases CD
(Cont. from page 1.)

AVROM and FAYANNE CHARACH
at CHAI’s CD launch held at THE GATES Above and below: Chai Dancers

David Greaves’ mother and daugh-
ter.

SHAYLA FINK
(mother of Ariel Posen)



One in four
Canadians have, or
have had their lives
or the lives of their
friends and family,
tragically altered due
to child sexual
abuse, according to
Rosalind Prober.
Prober is co-founder
of Beyond Borders,
whose expressed
purpose is to protect
children at home and abroad. She was the guest speaker before 220
people at the Women’s Endowment Fund Luncheon 2010 on May 7
at the Fort Garry Hotel.

The Women’s Endowment Fund, housed at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, is a fund designed to generate financial resources for the
benefit of Manitoba women.

“It is a practical, affordable way to act as women helping women”,
notes information on the Jewish Foundation website.

The Women’s Endowment Fund, which was launched in 1994, “has
distributed over $217,000 to 61 different Manitoba organizations.”

“We are extraordinarily proud of the accomplishments of the
Women’s Endowment Fund,” said Marsha Cowan, CEO of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba during a telephone interview.

“It has become a destination for donors. Not just women are giving
to it, but families and a lot of men are donating too.”

She called Prober an example of a woman who makes a difference
in our society.

“That’s what we like to highlight,” Cowan noted.
As President and Co-Founder of Beyond Borders: ECPAT in Canada,

Prober has worked tirelessly on such things as legislative reform on
the age of protection, child sex tourism, internet luring and child sex
trafficking, notes material available on the web.

“It is not strangers who have committed these crimes against us but
relatives, family friends and those who follow careers that put them-
selves in a position of trust with their target,” said Prober during her
forceful speech.

“Child sexual abuse is a cruel attack on a child’s soul often before
victims have even had time to enter their teens or develop their sexu-
ality. It is an easy crime to commit. It is very hard to combat.”

This passionate protector of children emphasized that there is so
much work to be done so that we do not wake up, “virtually every
day, to news across Canada telling us of yet another horrific case of
sex crimes against the ultra vulnerable or of guaranteed to re-offend
sexual deviates” being automatically released to live among us anony-
mously.

“The sky is not falling,” Prober, whose organization has received
support from the WEF, emphasized.

“Parenting teenagers has become very difficult but most kids are
doing fine. There are clear and present dangers, though, that we
ignore at our peril. Galloping technology about which most parents
have no clue has given youth the power of instant global connectivi-
ty and sexual experimentation. As I speak, impulse driven or crafty
hard core pedophiles (mostly men) are firing up their computers to
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For over 40 years we ran a successful commercial photography studio in

Toronto. We made a good living but we soon realized an adequate retirement

income would be up to us. Our long association with Romspen began with

syndicated real estate mortgages. When the company was converted to a

Fund we were among its first supporters. Our experience with our Romspen

investments has been exceptional, even during the recent financial downturn.

The Fund is one investment we never lose any sleep over and it has provided

us with an extremely comfortable retirement. Thank you, Romspen.

Patti & Pat Lacroix

Learn more by visiting the Romspen website. Call for an information package.

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

We never lose sleep over our Romspen investment.

Women’s Endowment Fund Luncheon 2010

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

(Cont. on page 10. See “Women’s Endowment Fund”.)

ROSALIND PROBER: “Child sexual abuse is
a cruel attack on a child’s soul often before
victims have even had time to enter their
teens or develop their sexuality. It is an easy
crime to commit. It is very hard to combat.”



watch child pornography or engage in
Internet luring on social networking sites or
both.”

These men are often well educated profes-
sionals, many married with their own fami-
lies, she stressed.

“They will travel miles if sex with a minor
becomes a possibility,” Prober, who joked at
one point that she is married to a criminal
lawyer and “lives very well in part due to
crime,” continued.

“I am talking about one continent to the
next. If children make mistakes, especially
teenagers naively looking for a relationship,
ISPs (internet service providers) and the social
networking leader, Facebook, become con-
duits to devastating crime. Endeavouring, as
Beyond Borders does, to get corporations that
link children with predators to take action on
prevention is exceptionally hard work and
frustratingly slow.”

She accused the parole board, sex offender
treatment and prisoners’ rights groups and
companies like the online swapping forum
Craigslist, which “allows cyber pimping and
won’t quit,” of leaning very far in enabling
those “who harm our children sexually,” to
do it over and over again.

“Regarding linking customers with child
pornography, one would like to think the sex-
ually abused and often violently damaged
children, the majority under eight years old,
who are being viewed online…would have
some privacy rights also but we are not there
yet,” said Prober, who mentioned that human
rights lawyer, David Matas, joined Beyond
Borders early on and is now representing the
organization in the B.C. courts to end
polygamy in Canada and the taking of multi-

ple child brides.
“Too much money

is being made for a
child’s privacy rights
to be acknowledged
let alone respected.
Banks and credit
card companies are
making a fortune as
well off these
crimes. So to the
women in the audi-
ence, we have to
face reality. To the
men, it’s time to take
action.

“The demand for
sex with children is
just about entirely
male. Our gender is
not blameless but
child sexual abuse is
a men’s issue. A very
small percentage of
men are behaving
very, very badly and
causing mayhem
and fear in our chil-
dren’s lives online
and off and in child
sex tourism.”

Men must take
ownership of the
issue of child sexual
abuse, she empha-
sized, noting that the
Prober Amendment
to Canada’s child sex
tourism legislation
has become an
effective tool in
holding travelling
abusers accountable
“including those
who travel with our
children and think
they will commit
this crime” with
impunity.

“They have been
silent far too long
and that must end.
Celebrity males like
(Hollywood actor)
Jason Priestly and
seven others have
joined us to tell men
basically to ‘Man
Up’ and address the
issue.”
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FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

Canadian family gives $20 million to arts
TORONTO (JTA) – One of Canada’s

leading Jewish philanthropic families
has made one of the largest gifts ever
to Toronto’s Jewish community with a
donation of $20 million for a revital-
ized arts center. 

The gift from the Koffler family will
go toward a new design and expanded
facilities at their namesake Koffler
Centre of the Arts. 

The donation will fund a state-of-
the-art facility that will include exhibi-
tion galleries; dance, music, visual
and digital arts studios; performance
and presentation spaces; and a book-
store, cafe and museum-standard
gallery, according to a news release from UJA Federation. 

Philanthropists Murray and Marvelle Koffler established the cen-
ter in 1977. It offers some 65 classes a year in music, dance and
visual arts for children and adults, and hosts visiting artists. 

The center is situated on the 27.5-acre Sherman Campus, which
also includes a Jewish community center, theHolocaust Education
Center, a sports complex and most of Toronto’s Jewish communal
services. The campus is under development as part of the
Tomorrow Campaign. 

“We are deeply grateful for this generous gift for the Koffler
Centre of the Arts – a place that will be home to the finest in Jewish
and world culture here in Toronto, as part of UJA’s Sherman
Campus development,” Alan Winer, chair of UJA Federation of
Greater Toronto, said in a statement. 

Netanyahu to visit Canada
TORONTO (JTA) – Benjamin

Netanyahu will visit Canada in late
May, the first sitting Israeli prime minis-
ter to visit the country since Yitzhak
Rabin in 1994. 

Netanyahu is visiting at the invitation
of Canadian Prime Minister Stephen
Harper, who has taken staunchly pro-
Israel positions since taking office in
2006. 

Since Harper’s election, Israel and
Canada have strengthened their politi-
cal, military and economic ties, and
Harper has a record of strong pro-Israel
statements. 

The trip is seen as a sign of apprecia-
tion of Harper’s stand. 

David Weinberg, director of the
Canada-Israel Committee’s Israel
Office, told the Jerusalem Post that the
trip “is a reflection of the extraordinari-
ly strong ties between Canada and Israel
on a range of political issues and bilat-
eral matters. It is also an acknowledg-
ment of Prime Minister Harper’s principled leadership and friend-
ship for Israel.” 

Netanyahu will be accompanied by Finance Minister Yuval
Steinitz and Diaspora Affairs Minister Yuli Edelstein, and is expect-
ed to visit Toronto and Ottawa beginning May 31. The Israelis will
fly to Canada from a meeting of the Organization for Economic
Cooperation and Development in Paris, where Israel will officially
be accepted as a member. 

“It is a pleasure to welcome Prime Minister Netanyahu to
Canada,” Harper said in a statement this week. “Our countries
have a close and enduring friendship which we are working to fur-
ther strengthen.” 

Harper spoke to Netanyahu by telephone on April 30 to discuss
the visit, which will include meetings with senior Canadian offi-
cials. 

In 2002, a planned visit by Netanyahu, then Israel’s foreign min-
ister, to Concordia University in Montreal was canceled after stu-
dents protesting the trip rioted and caused widespread damage. 

Women’s Endowment Fund
(Cont. from page 9.)

MURRAY KOFFLER

CANADIAN NEWS BRIEFS

CANADIAN PRIME
MINISTER STEPHEN
HARPER: “It is a
pleasure to welcome
Prime Minister
Netanyahu to
Canada.”
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Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

TEMPLE SHALOM –OUR GREAT YEAR CONTINUES!
Education

Our Religious School with teachers Catherine Emanuel & Jennifer
Curtis-Lane,(welcome back Jennifer!) has finished for the year. We look
forward to another year this fall with an amazing teaching duo for our
5-7 year olds and 8 plus groups!  Rabbi Karen also leads a stimulating
and vibrant post B’nai Mitzvah class.  Our goal is giving our children
keys and challenging them to open the many doors that Judaism offers
them.  It is never too late to have your children join this creative and
captivating program! Registration information will be available on-line
at www.templeshalomwinnipeg.ca

And for the adults, we have evening adult education, torah study and
new classes beginning in the fall.
**Sat. June 5 at 2:30 PM at Chapel Lawn, 4000 Portage Avenue**
‘On Death & Dying’ led by Rabbi Karen Soria

Open to all, limited seating. Have you ever wondered what it is we
Jews believe about the afterlife? What do we Jews need to know about
mourning rituals when a loved one dies? What do we Jews have avail-
able to us as burial options? This is part 2 of this special Adult Education.
YOU MUST RSVP in order to attend.  Please call the office 453-1625 or
email  HYPERLINK “mailto:tshalom@mts.net” tshalom@mts.net
**Sat June 12 at 10 AM Bring a Friend to Shul & Adult B’nai Mitzvah**

led by Rabbi Karen Soria An exciting service is planned!
**Friday, June 25th, 8:00 pm Shabbat Service with “Friday Night

Live”**
Cantor Len Udow adds so much to our Shabbat Services and Life

Cycle events.  At Temple Shalom music is always uplifting and highly
participatory.  Join us for our next “Friday Night Live,” an exciting
Alternative Shabbat Service with new music and vocal arrangements
featuring: Cantor Len Udow on vocals and guitar, Janet Pelletier-
Goetze on vocals, clarinet, saxophone and piano, and David Pelletier
on drums!!!
Other Events to be held at Temple Shalom:

-Grant/Coffee House :Saturday, May 29th, 7:30 pm Featuring Del
Barber.  Tickets: $10. Please call Phil at 488-0207

-Health & Well-Being Program: Wednesday, June 2, 1:30 pm Topic:
Getting Active - How to Plan for Physical Activity. Presented by Kristine
Hayward, In Motion Coordinator
A congregation and community

If you are searching for a spirited, progressive Jewish community, a
more powerful connection to God, fresh approaches to life-long Jewish
learning and opportunities to help change the world, come join our wel-
coming, intimate congregation which will envelop you in a wonderful
Jewish experience!

For more information call the office at 453-1625 or check out our
website at www.templeshalomwinnipeg.ca

ATribute to Faith & Family
Discover “Bet Chaim… Mikdash Shalom”a garden nestled within
Chapel Lawn’s cemetery grounds.This garden provides a peaceful
resting place for local Jewish families who care deeply about
honouring their proud culture, faith and traditions.

� Funeral & Cemetery at one location
� Traditional or Alternative Jewish burial
� Payment options to suit any budget
� Ongoing service

Cemetery, Funeral Home, Cremation & Reception Centre
4000 Portage Avenue,Winnipeg • www.chapellawn.mb.ca

CHAPEL LAWN MEMORIAL GARDENS & FUNERAL HOME

Emergency
Assistance: 2044 885-9715

Call Terrii Hlady today for
a FREE Information Kit:

2044 982-8100

Manitoba’s “Most Promising Writer”
launches first book

By REBECA
KUROPATWA

What might first
grab readers as on
odd name for a book,
author Ariel Gordon’s
debut poetry collec-
tion “Hump” well
represents her view
of the world of preg-
nancy and mother-
hood – one of won-
der and never-ending
tongue-in-cheek titil-
lation.

Just last month,
after publishing two
chapbook collec-
tions, book reviews
in the Winnipeg Free
Press, and literary
magazine writing,
Gordon won the
Manitoba Book
Award’s John Hirsch
Award for Most
Promising Manitoba
Writer.

Other Manitoba Book Awards winners included Michael Nathanson
for his play “Talk,” Deborah Schnitzer for her novel, “An Unexpected
Break in the Weather,” and Allan Levine for his book “Coming of Age:
A History of the Jewish People of Manitoba.”

Hump is a 90-page paperback ($18) published this year by
Palimpsest Press, covering subjects such as pregnancy, love, materni-
ty, and urban nature excursions (with familiar backdrops like
Assiniboine Forest and La Barriere Park). 

The book launch for Hump took place on May 5 at 8 p.m., at
McNally Robinson Booksellers’ Prairie Ink Restaurant (Grant Park),
where Gordon noted that getting a book published has been a dream
of hers for a long time.

Regarding the title of the book, Gordon admitted she finds it funny
as the word “hump” may conjure up a wide array of humorous images
in readers’ minds, but she views that as a good thing – instead of the
more stiff-necked, serious poetry perspective.

“In Hump, there are lots of poems about breasts,” said Gordon. “So,
if you’re a breast man or if you’ve recently breastfed, there’s stuff for
you in here. And, there’s a lot of nursing poems as well.”

In her poem, “Eight Months,” Gordon writes, “You turn changeling
even before you were born/Tugging me into midnight land where I
wear out slippers/Two stepping me down the hall in the dark of this
body/To empty a bladder hardly big enough for a princess’ pee.”

In short, Gordon said, “You can say anything to your baby, as long
as you say it in a love-y, sing-song-y way.” 

Every September, Gordon is Blogger-in-Chief of HOT AIR, the offi-
cial blog of THIN AIR (i.e. the Winnipeg International Writers Festival).

“On my Blog, I get all kinds of searches from men looking for poems
about breasts,” said Gordon. “It’s the most shocking thing – from
Pakistan, Australia. People apparently need poems about breasts, and
I just have to say that I’ve got them. I think this will mean that I’ll
become the most Googled poet around.”

When thanking her partner, Michael, Gordon joked about how she
refuses to marry him and rarely mentions him in public, noting “Yet,
he shockingly only wants me to be happy...and, I think my mother
pays him to stay with me...but, I don’t care. She can spend her money
any way she wants.”

Coming of Age wins yet another award
In yet another honour, Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish

People of Manitoba, has won the The Manitoba Historical Society’s
Margaret McWilliams award as the best popular history book in this
province for the 2009-10 year.

Coming of Age, which has already received the McNally Robinson
Manitoba Book of the Year award and will receive a Canadian
Jewish Book Award May 27 was written by Allan Levine and pub-
lished by the Jewish Heritage Centre and Heartland Publications.

The award will be presented at the Manitoba Historical Society
Annual Meeting and Luncheon, Saturday May 29, at the Lower Fort
Garry National Historic Site of Canada. 

ARIEL GORDON reading from “Hump” at
book launch.



By MARCY OSTER
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Lebanon and Israel are

at war – over hummus.
Over the weekend, some 300 chefs in

Lebanon created a plate of hummus weighing
more than 23,000 pounds, or 10 tons – more
than doubling an Israeli record that had been
set in January.

With an official Guinness World Records
representative on hand, the chefs reportedly
used eight tons of boiled chickpeas, two tons
of sesame paste, two tons of lemon juice and
154 pounds of olive oil.

A day later, Lebanese chefs continued the

food frenzy of record setting, frying up
11,381 pounds of falafel. 

The weekend feat shattered the record set
by 50 chefs in the Arab-Israeli village of Abu
Ghosh near Jerusalem in January, when they
created a four-ton plate of hummus to beat a
record set in Lebanon several months earlier.

Lebanon and Israel long have had dueling
claims over which culture came up with
hummus. Lebanese chefs accuse Israel of
stealing the product, and exporting and mar-
keting it around the world as an Israeli cre-
ation.

“If you enter any good hummus restaurant
in this region, you will see Jews and Muslims,
Palestinians and Israelis sitting at the same
table, eating the same food,” Shooky Galili,
an Israeli who blogs about hummus, told
CNN. “I think in the end this rivalry will show
that we in the Middle East have far more in
common than the things that divide us.”

No shortage of chickpeas has been reported
in the region.

How do you talk on 2.1 mobile phones?
Israelis are more technologically connect-

ed, work longer hours and are more educat-
ed than they were a decade ago, according to
a recently released report of Israel’s 2008
population census.

The average Israeli has 2.1 mobile phones,
according to the report. Some 71 percent of
Israeli households have personal computers
and nearly 91 percent of those households
have an Internet connection. In 1995, 27 per-
cent of Israeli households had a personal
computer.

In 2008, 26 percent of Israeli families lived
in rented homes, an increase in the number
of renters. Some 66 percent owned their resi-
dences. 

About 10 percent of the population is 4 or

younger; those 85 and above make up 1 per-
cent of all males and 1.5 percent of all
females.

The average work week for Israelis in 2008
was 40.5 hours – 45.2 hours for men and
35.5 hours for women. In 2008, about 10
percent of Israelis spent fewer than eight
years in school, 47 percent spent nine to 12
years in school, 21 percent spent 13 to 15
years in school and 21 percent had more than
16 years of formal education.

Roughly 29 percent of Jews in Israel were
born abroad, according to the 2008 census,
compared with 62 percent in 1961 and 42
percent in 1983.

The Central Bureau of Statistics’ 2008 cen-
sus included visits to 400,000 Israeli house-
holds and a telephone survey of 250,000
individuals. Previous censuses were conduct-
ed in 1961, 1972, 1983 and 1995.

Haredi rabbis: Israeli companies 
are bad investments

Israeli companies that trade on the Tel Aviv
Stock Exchange are a bad religious invest-
ment, a haredi rabbinical court has ruled.

The Badatz rabbinical court, whose rulings
are observed by much of the ultra-Orthodox
community, has decreed that Jews should not
buy shares in Israeli companies because they
violate Jewish law by operating on Shabbat or
using suggestive advertising.

The prohibition includes companies owned
by religiously observant businessmen.

The Badatz-appointed financial investment
supervisory committee began working two
years ago to set criteria for “kosher” invest-
ments. The committee’s rabbis concluded that
nearly every publicly traded company vio-
lates Jewish law in some way.

On November 23 and 24,
2009, the Saul and Claribel
Simkin Centre of the Sharon
Home Inc. was audited by the
Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority and Manitoba Health
on the following 12 Standards;
Bill of Rights, Eligibility of
Admission, Integrated Care Plan,
Freedom from Abuse, Use of
Restraints, General Nursing
Requirements, Pharmacy
Services, Recreation, Safety &
Security, Disaster Management,
Staff Education, and Report
about Occurrences.

The Personal Care Homes
Standards Regulation consists of
twenty-six standards. All PCH’s
in Manitoba are audited every
two years. These reviews are
based on twelve standards deter-
mined by one of three tools. The
Review Team consists of repre-
sentatives from Manitoba Health
and the Winnipeg Regional
Health Authority. In the event
that a site does not meet every
standard, an Action Plan must be
developed and submitted to Manitoba Health.

We are pleased to announce that the Simkin Centre met all twelve
Standards. The Simkin Centre was officially notified, by memo, on
March 24, 2010 from the WRHA. The memo read in part, “We recog-

nize the hard work, dedication,
and commitment your team has
shown in preparing for the stan-
dards process. Most importantly,
we value the contributions you
have made to the seniors’ com-
munity. Congratulations again on
a job well done!”

On the last day of the audit, a
wrap-up session was held with
representatives from the WRHA
and the Management Team to
discuss what their initial findings
were. The review team was
pleased to advise that throughout
their tour and during their time
on the units, they saw family
involvement and staff singing and
enjoying spending time with res-
idents.

It was noted, during the audit,
that there will be an increase in
unannounced visits in the com-
ing years. The next Standards
Review for the Simkin Centre will
be in 2012.

Sandra Delorme,
President/CEO of the Simkin
Centre, stated, “The hard work

and dedication of the staff at all levels in the organization made this a
success. We are very fortunate to have a very strong team and quali-
fied and committed staff.”
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The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
is pleased to present

DEL BARBER IN CONCERT

SATURDAY MAY 29 AT 7:30 PM
Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10, 

Tel: 488-0207
1077 Grant and Wilton,
in Temple Shalom Hall

across from Grant Park Shopping Centre
(more parking up the ramp west of building)
Come for a casual evening of  exellent music...

Fun - Set to Music 

Simkin Centre receives high grades from W.R.H.A. and Manitoba Health

RACHELLE LITINSKY and ANNIE KNOBE celebrate their birthdays at
the Monthly Birthday Party.

Community news

ISRAEL UNDER THE RADAR

Food fights, 2.1 cell phones, kosher investing 

(Cont. on page 13. See “Under the radar”.)



By MYRON LOVE 
Come the weekend of June 27,

the “Bisons” will be thundering
together again. Now these Bisons
aren’t to be confused with the
University of Manitoba Bison
athletic teams. Rather, these are
the YMHA Bisons circa 1950-51,
who are coming together for
another reunion timed to coin-
cide with St. John’s High School’s
100th anniversary.

“Since we are all St. John’s
graduates, we couldn’t resist pig-
gybacking a reunion of the
Bisons with the St. John’s activi-
ties,” says Jerry Cohen, who is
organizing the Bison gathering
with fellow Bisons David Cohen
and Harold Stone, former Bisons
who still live in Winnipeg.

The Bisons held their 50th anniversary reunion (which was also orga-
nized by Cohen, Cohen and Stone) nine years ago. The idea for that
gathering came about when minutes of a 1950-51 club meeting
turned up that had never been ratified. The reunion was ostensibly
held to correct that oversight.

“We were all Peretz School graduates as well, and remained tight
over the years,” says David Cohen.

Attending the reunion this time will be: Paul (Pinny) Switzer
(California), Sheldon Sigesmund (Phoenix), Herb Lebane (Toronto),
Aubrey Morantz from (Ottawa), Curtis Steiman (Winnipeg), Brian
Knei-Paz (Israel), Fred Lepkin (Vancouver), Dr. Ken Brookler (New
York) and Rabbi Jimmy Diamond (Princeton).

Joining the “boys”, notes Jerry Cohen, will be honorary club mem-
ber Anita Jacobson whose late husband, Max, a lawyer in Winnipeg,
was a charter member.

The plans for the weekend include a homecoming reception on
Thursday evening, a tour of the North End and a lunchtime presenta-
tion by Evelyn Katz (whose sister, the late Dr. Sheila Cantor, was a for-
mer classmate and whose father, Moshe Cantor, was the principal of
the Peretz School when the Bison members attended) describing how
Winnipeg has changed, a supper at Rae and Jerry’s and a lunch at
Kelekis, an evening playing cards (Blackjack or “Shtuk”) and a river
boat cruise. The whole gang will be attending the St. John’s Reunion
gala at the Convention Centre on the Saturday evening.

“We were the products of a cer-
tain era,” notes Harold Stone. “We
were the children of poor, Yiddish-
speaking immigrants. And we
were fortunate to be attending (St.
John’s) Tech during the time that
Mr. Reeve was the principal. He
had a vision for his Jewish,
Ukrainian and German immigrant
students and it worked.”

Jerry Cohen adds that, while it
seemed at the time that the entire
student population was Jewish,
looking through the old year-
books, only perhaps 40% of the
students were Jewish.

“But we held all the student
positions of power,” Stone
recalls. “And most of us went on
to enjoy successful careers.’

Switzer, he notes, is a retired
Professor of Statistics at Stanford University, Sigesmund is Vice
President & CFO, National Display Rack Systems, Lebane and
Steiman chartered accountants, Morantz a retired Canadian diplomat,
Knei-paz (formerly Knapheis) a Political Science professor at the
Hebrew University in Jerusalem, Lepkin a retired high school history
teacher, Brookler is a world renowned ear specialist and Diamond a
Hillel Rabbi at Princeton and Washington University in St. Louis.

Stone was a dentist. Jerry Cohen is best known as the former princi-
pal of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate. David Cohen was a prominent
stock broker who later served as executive director of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba.

“We have set aside Thursday evening for non-Bisons who want to
connect with us to drop in,” says Jerry Cohen.

Readers who may want to visit on Thursday can phone Jerry Cohen
at 339-6040, David Cohen at 339-8719 or Harold Stone at 339-5460.

YMHA Bisons holding reunion to coincide with St. John’s 100th Anniversary

Presents 

JEWISH MEN OF 1942 AND 1943

FFeeaattuurriinngg aa vviiddeeoo ddooccuummeennttaarryy aanndd ppaanneell ddiissccuussssiioonn

Your emcee is 
Jack London, C.M., Q.C.

Introduction of program by
Gerry Posner, Past President, Jewish Heritage Centre 

and member of the 1942/43 club

Monday, June 7, 7:00 pm 
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus 

(123 Doncaster Street)

For those of you who lived through the 1940s, ‘50s and ‘60s this
program is for you. The video and discussion will take you back to
what life was like growing up in Winnipeg during those decades.

Admission is $10.00
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From left: JERRY COHEN, HAROLD STONE, DAVID COHEN co-
organizers of Bison’s club reunion.

Culture ministry part of Pride Week
For the first time, an Israeli ministry

will be a sponsor of Israel’s gay Pride
Week.

The week of events, titled “Love Thy Neighbor,” will commemorate
Liz Trubeshi and Nir Katz, two young Israelis who were murdered at
a gay community center in Tel Aviv last year.

Israel’s Science, Culture and Sport Ministry will kick in an estimated
$13,000 to fund a pride village in Tel Aviv’s city center during Pride
Week, which runs June 4-12.

Dairy food fight
Israel’s top three dairy companies are battling for customers for

Shavuot, when dairy product sales jump by nearly 50 percent for the
dairy-oriented holiday.

Tnuva Food Industries will supersize its packages of cheese, cottage
cheese and milk, while the Strauss Group and Tara Dairies will lower
prices, Israel’s business daily Globes reported. Tnuva and Tara also
will invest a combined $1.7 million in pre-Shavuot advertising.

“There is heavy consumer traffic at the refrigerator during the holi-
day, and it will happen whether we participate in the party or not,”
said Michel Ben-Weiss, the health and wellness division general man-
ager at Strauss.

Cabinet fills dental care holes of kids
Israeli children may be smiling more now that pediatric dental care

is part of the health care basket.
The Cabinet approved the inclusion of dental care for children up to

the age of 8 at a cost of nearly $47 million a year. The plan will go
into effect in July.

Free services will include twice-yearly checkups, a cleaning and
twice-yearly X-rays. Fillings and extractions will cost a nominal fee.

“There must be healthy and open competition in providing dental
care to Israel’s children,” Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said.

Approximately 2,000 heath fund dental clinics and 5,000 indepen-
dent dental clinics are located throughout the country. 

Under the radar
(Cont. from page 12.)



By MYRON LOVE
“I was always taught that, should I be fortu-

nate enough to receive, that I had an obliga-
tion to give back,” says Kerry Vickar. “While I
was working, I rarely had time to think about
that. But since I sold my business six years
ago, I have been in a position to do just that.”

Through the Kerry and Simone Vickar
Family Charitable Foundation, Vickar has
been giving back very generously over the
past few years. One of those gifts was $1 mil-
lion to the community of Melfort,
Saskatchewan – where he grew up – toward
the construction of a new multi-purpose cen-
tre. On the weekend of May 7-9, Kerry and
Simone Vickar, his parents, Harry and Eve,
Norman and Florence Vickar (Kerry’s uncle
and aunt) and his cousins, Larry and Tova
Vickar returned to Melfort for the official
opening of the Kerry Vickar Centre.

“It was a very nice dedication,” Kerry Vickar
says. “I cut the ribbon on Saturday afternoon.
In the evening, there were addresses by
Melfort’s Mayor, Kevin Phillips, the
Lieutenant-Governor of Saskatchewan (Dr.
Gordon Barnhart), the MP for the area (Randy
Hoback) and the local MLA (Rod Gantefoer).
After dinner, we were treated to a concert in
the new theatre centre.”

For Kerry Vickar, Melfort was home until
1974 when the family moved to Winnipeg.
The then 17-year-old completed high school
at the University of Winnipeg Collegiate and
went on to earn a Law Degree at the
University of Manitoba. But the legal profes-
sion, as it turned out, was not for Vickar. After
two years in practice, he left the practice of
Law for an opportunity in business.

Gravure Graphics was in the business of
manufacturing packaging products. Vickar
was initially appointed as director of
Corporate Projects. In 1986, the company’s
president, Bob May, was seriously injured in
a boating accident. Vickar assumed the role
of general manager and, a year later, suc-
ceeded May as president.

Following a series of acquisitions in
Canada and the United States –as a result of
which Gravure Graphics became Gravure
International – and Vickar’s moves first to
Toronto and then to Charlotte, North
Carolina – Vickar sold his company in 1994
to an American competitor.

After a couple of years off, Vickar started a
new business in Charlotte. “I bought two
companies and combined them,” he says.
“CorrFlex Graphics became the pre-eminent
manufacturer in America of point of pur-
chase cardboard display boards. We grew
the business from $25 million a year to $250
million in just six years.”

In 2004, he sold his new company to
Sonoco Products.

In 2003, he relocated to Florida where he
met Simone (who is from Vancouver). The
couple were married in 2005.

In the world of business, Vickar remains
active through a venture capital company
and a nutraceutical candy company - based
in Charlotte – which is owned by a South
African Jewish family. He and Simone divide
their time between Jupiter, Florida (in the
winters), and Aspen, Colorado (in the sum-
mers).

“After I sold my last business and we creat-
ed our Foundation, I had to think about
where I wanted to make my contributions,”
he says. “The first place I thought of was
Melfort where my family’s roots are. The sec-

ond place was Winnipeg.”
In Winnipeg, the L. Kerry Vickar Charitable

Foundation and Kerry’ brother, Eric (who still
lives in Winnipeg) have contributed

$1,000,000 over a twelve-year period in sup-
port of the Eve and Harry Vickar Community
Assistance Program, which will be adminis-
tered by the Jewish Child & Family Service.
The program is intended to address the prob-
lem of poverty in the Jewish community. The
intention is to assist families who are chal-
lenged with meeting the necessities of day to
day life. 

Kerry Vickar also has endowed the
University of Manitoba Law School with
funds for the Kerry Vickar Business Law
Clinic.

The Kerry Vickar Centre in Melfort came out
of discussions that Vickar initiated five years
ago when he returned to Melfort for a high
school reunion. “I expressed my desire to
give something back to the community and
sought suggestions. Simone and I wanted
something that would foster education as
well as the arts. She has a Fine Arts degree
and has done some acting. We thought that a
multipurpose centre (which also has a sports
component) was an excellent idea.”

The structure was completed in December
and opened in January.

Vickar notes that through the Foundation,
he and Simone made a major contribution to
the new Aspen Art Museum and also con-
tribute to Palm Beach Harvest and Toys for
Tots in the area.
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Saskatchewan

Melfort, Saskatchewan salutes former resident and former
Winnipegger Kerry Vickar for generous donation to community

KERRY VICKAR: “After I sold my last busi-
ness and we created our Foundation, I had to
think about where I wanted to make my con-
tributions. The first place I thought of was
Melfort where my family’s roots are. The sec-
ond place was Winnipeg.”

State Department: First round of peace talks are done
JERUSALEM (JTA May 9) - The first round of indirect peace talks between Israel and the

Palestinians has been completed, the U.S. State Department announced. 
State Department spokesman Philip Crowley said in a statement released Sunday that the

first round of so-called proximity talks mediated by the United States was “serious and wide-
ranging.” Israel had agreed not to build in the ultra-Orthodox eastern Jerusalem neighbor-
hood of Ramat Shlomo for the next two years and the Palestinian leadership promised to
work against incitement, Crowley said. 

The construction plans in Ramat Shlomo, announced in March during a visit to Israel by
U.S. Vice President Joe Biden, are still in the early stages. Construction likely would not have
begun in any case for at least two years, according to reports. 

The peace talks began Sunday a day after the Palestine Liberation Organization executive
committee approved the talks for four months. They are the first peace talks between the
Israelis and Palestinians in 18 months. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, speaking
Sunday at the start of the weekly Cabinet meeting, welcomed the PA’s decision to begin the
talks. He said the talks were taking place without preconditions, as the Israelis had insisted
on during the past year, and that they must “quickly lead to direct talks.” 

“Peace cannot be made from a distance or by remote control, especially given that we and
the Palestinians are neighbors,” Netanyahu said. 

The Obama administration reportedly told PA President Mahmoud Abbas that it will not
present a U.S. peace plan until the two sides begin direct peace talks.

U.S. Mideast peace envoy George Mitchell met Sunday with Abbas before returning to the
United States after a week in which he met twice each with Netanyahu and Abbas. Mitchell
reportedly plans to return to the region in 10 days. 

Israel rejects call to talk with Hamas
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s Foreign Ministry rejected a call by the presidents of Russia and

Turkey to include Hamas in the peace process. 
In a joint news conference Wednesday in Ankara, Russia’s Dmitry Medvedev and Turkey’s

Abdullah Gul said Hamas should not be excluded from the current peace process. Gul said
peace could not be achieved without Hamas involvement. 

“Nobody should be excluded when these talks are held,” Gul said. “Unfortunately the
Palestinians are divided in two. They must be united, and to unite them there must be talks
with both sides. The Hamas side won elections in Gaza and so cannot be ignored.” 

Israel’s Foreign Ministry in a statement released late Wednesday also condemned
Medvedev’s meeting that day with Hamas leader Khaled Mashaal in Damascus. 

“Israel has always stood behind Russia in its fight against Chechen terrorism and we expect
similar treatment in the case of Hamas terrorism against Israel,” the statement said. 

“Hamas is a terrorist organization in every sense of the word; its declared purpose is the
destruction of the State of Israel. Members of Hamas have been responsible for the murder
of hundreds of innocent civilians, including Russian citizens and other former residents of the
CIS. It is totally unacceptable for enlightened nations to divide terrorists into ‘good’ and ‘bad’
according to some geographical division. Terrorists are terrorists, and Israel does not see any
difference between the Hamas terror operating against Israel and the Chechen terror operat-
ing against Russia. There is no difference between Khaled Mashaal and Shamil Basayev.”



Shavuot is the day
(two here in North
America) that we
celebrate the giving
of the Torah on
Mount Sinai. It has
become a custom to
eat at least one dairy
meal during the two

days .One of the reasons given for following
this tradition is that when the Torah was given
the laws of kashrut were still very new to the
Jewish people and there was no kosher meat
available. Besides when you see two blintzes
side by side on your plate they do resemble
the Ten Commandments ( a little creative
humour).

In Winnipeg my family ate cheese blintzes
made with non-cream cottage cheese with
just a hint of sweetness. Here in Toronto our
family likes it with smooth farmers cheese
and quite a bit of sugar. So to this day I con-
tinue the tradition of both types of blintzes.

My husband and boys attend the all night
studying at our shul. When they arrive home
at daybreak, before hitting the bed, they
enjoy a generous piece of cheesecake which
I make from pressed cottage cheese which is
lighter in taste and calories than the regular
cream cheese. Weather is usually nice here
and the streets of families gather at the neigh-
bourhood park along with tubs of ice cream,
cone, sprinkles and chocolate sauce to share
and celebrate.

For the two toned cheesecake I suggest a
natural kosher cheese made without perserv-
atives and vegetable gum . It is lighter,
smoother and blends more easily with sugar
and eggs.

Enjoy and have a wonderful Shavout. Chag
Sameach.

* * *
PARSLEY POTATO BISQUE

5 cups vegetable stock
1 pound potatoes, peeled and cut into pieces
1 tbsp olive oil
3 leeks sliced
1 tbsp minced garlic
1 cup fresh parsley
chopped finely
1/3 cup white wine
1 tsp salt
1 to 2 tsp black pep-
per

In a stock pot heat
the oil: sauté the leeks
and garlic 2 minutes.,
then add the wine.
Cook for 5 minutes;
add the potatoes and
stock and bring mix-
ture to simmer. Cover
and boil until potatoes
are tender , about 10 -
15 minutes. 

Let soup cool for
about 10 minutes.
Use hand blender and
blend till smooth.
Leave some smaller
pieces of potato,
When finished blend-
ing add the parsley,
salt and pepper.
Serves 4 to 6.

* * *
HEARTS OF PALM

AND PARSLEY
CHOPPED SALAD

10 green onions
6 to 8 tomatoes

chopped
2 14 ounce cans hearts of palm drained
and sliced thin
3/4 cup chopped parsley
1 can black olives chopped
2 cans sliced water chestnuts
1/4 cup fresh lime juice
4 tbsp olive oil
1/2 tsp kosher salt
1/2 tsp black pepper
2 cups chopped romaine or red leaf lettuce

Put onions in a bowl of cold water and soak
for 5 minutes. Drain. In a large bowl combine
the lime juice, olive oil, salt and pepper and
whisk to combine. Add the green onions,
hearts of palm, olives, parsley, water chest-
nuts, and lettuce. Toss to combine. Adjust salt
and pepper.to taste. Serves 6 to 8

* * *
CLASSIC BLINTZ BATTER

3 eggs
1 cup flour
1/4 cup sugar
3/4 cup milk
1/4 water

In a bowl combine eggs add flour and sugar
and beat to combine. Mix in milk and water
a little at a time until you get a batter. Heat a
frying pan on medium spray with non stick
spray . Pour in just enough batter to coat pan.
You only need a tbsp to a tbsp and a half to
cover the pan and create a thin pancake.
Wait till the batter starts to bubble and bot-
tom is slightly brown flip let sit for another 30
seconds, slide onto a plate.
Cheese Filling
3/4 pound farmers cheese
1 large egg
2 tsp sugar
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp cinnamon (optional)

Place all ingredients in a food processor
and process till smooth

Place a tbsp of filling in center of cooked
side of pancake and fold over to make a
square pocket, or place filling at one end of

blintz leaf and roll up. Blintzes may be fried
on both sides if desired

* * *
TWO TONE STRAWBERRY CHEESECAKE

Almond crust ( see recipe below)
3 packages 8oz. cream cheese, softened
1 cup sugar
4 eggs
1 tsp strawberry extract
1/2 tsp almond extract
3 tbsp strawberry puree ( 4 to 5 fresh straw-
berries) 
Sour cream topping
Strawberries to garnish

Prepare almond crust , bake and set aside
In food processor blend cream cheese,

sugar, eggs and both extracts
Pour 1 3/4 of cream cheese mixture into

baked almond crust bake at 350 for 10 min-
utes

Blend strawberry puree into remaining
cream cheese mixture and blend well.
Carefully pour strawberry mixture over par-
tially baked layer. Return to oven bake 30 to
40 minutes Remove from oven spread sour
cream topping spread and return to oven for
5 minute. Remove from pan and garnish with
fresh strawberries
Almond crust
1 1/2 cups finely ground almonds
2 tbsp sugar
2 tbsp butter
1 tsp almond extract

Place all the above in a food processor and
process until mixture begins to come togeth-
er. Press almond mixture evenly into the bot-
tom and about 1 inch up the sides of a spring-
form pan bake at 375 for 5 to 10 minutes or
until crust is golden brown
Sour cream Topping
2 cups sour cream
1 tbsp sugar
1 tsp strawberry extract
1/4 tsp almond extract

In a bowl combine the above and spread
onto the cheesecake.
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Blintzes Anyone...???

By

FRANCINE TELLER
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Major Community Awards

YUDE HENTELEFF
Sol Kanee Distinguished Community Service Medal 

Yude has acted as a human rights advocate on
behalf of vulnerable people, including special needs
children and the disabled in Canada, Israel and sev-
eral other countries, including current human rights
affiliations with the Advisory Council, Canadian
Lawyers for International Human Rights; Advisory Board B’nai Birth
National Holocaust Task Force; Chair of the Content Advisory
Committee of the Canadian Museum for Human Rights. Activities in
Winnipeg include the Manitoba Children’s Museum; Manitoba
Theatre for Young People; Manitoba Theatre Centre; Jazz Winnipeg
and Winnipeg Arts Council. Yude has been the president of the
YMHA, honourary solicitor of the Jewish Heritage Centre and chair
of the Multiple Appeals Commission of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg. He was appointed as a member of the Order of Canada
in 1997 and has received many honourary awards from local,
national and international organizations.

BARRY SHENKAROW
Max and Mollie Shore Memorial Award

Barry’s devotion to the Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity has been seen in several projects he has been
involved in. He has served as chair of the Combined
Jewish Appeal’s Top Donor division and its “Leave
More than Memories” Endowment fund. He has also
been president of the Asper Jewish Community Campus, continues
to be active with the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue and, among other accomplishments in the gener-
al Winnipeg community, was director of the Winnipeg Jets Goals for
Kids Foundation. Barry was also the Top Donor Chair of the Building
on Success Campaign, helping raise the majority of the more-than
$7 million-plus donated. Barry is currently the president of Towers
Realty Group. He and his wife Rena have two children (Carrie and
Mira) and four grandchildren.

Young Leadership Awards
LINDSAY SAWYER FAY

Harry Silverberg Leadership Development Award
Lindsay is a financial solutions specialist with

Sawyer Financial. Lindsay has been an active volun-
teer in the community since 2005 after returning
from a life-changing trip on Birthright. She currently
serves as vice-chair of the J-PEG Executive and
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre Boards, is a former SuperWeek co-chair
and graduated from both Club Fed and the Boardwalking leadership
development programs.

RICHARD BUCHWALD
Max Nathanson Young Leadership Award

Richard is a CJA Campaign canvasser and
Honourary Solicitor to the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg and sits on the Rady JCC board. He is a
past board member of B’nai Brith Jewish Community
Camp, past young adult division member of the
Canadian Friends of Hebrew University (Winnipeg Chapter) and a
past president of the Manitoba Bar Association. Richard and his wife,
Tracy Leipsic, have three children: Rachael, Serena and Adam.

Shem Tov Awards
HEDVA YURMAN 

(Aleph Bet Child Care Inc.)
Hedva’s time with Aleph-Bet began as an Early

Childhood Educator, but she soon saw the need to
volunteer additional time with the facility to create
a quality Judaic program. Her selfless devotion to
providing proper Judaic education continues today. Hedva and her
husband, Norman, have three daughters – Mimi, Ayah and Tamar.

BOB BROWN
(B’Nai Brith Camp)

Bob has served on the Board of BB Camp for six
years. He also serves on the Shaarey Zedek Board
working on two committees: House and Building,
and Investments. Bob also continues to be a proud
canvasser for CJA. Bob is married to Debby Brown,
they have two children Jenna and Jonah.

SHARON CHISVIN
(Camp Massad)

Sharon is the long-standing chair of Massad’s public
relations committee and also has served on fundraising,
programming and alumni committees. Sharon has also
volunteered for several other community organizations
and co-founded of the book project Readheads. A writer
by profession, Sharon is Marshall Carroll and the couple have three chil-
dren.

AL BENARROCH 
(Gray Academy of Jewish Education)

As chair of the Alumni Association from 2004 to
2009, Al (class of 1982) was instrumental in re-launch-
ing the organization and growing it into an active part of
the Gray Academy community. Currently, Al is chair of
the Strategic Plan Committee – Judaic Studies. Al is mar-
ried to Brenlee Sucharov and has two daughters, Amber and Simone.

SHEILA SPIGELMAN 
(Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre)

For over 15 years, Sheila has dedicated herself to
Gwen Secter, cooking and baking in the Centre’s
kitchen and teaches classes in mahjongg to newcomers
to the game. This service is part of 50 years of volun-
teerism that Sheila has brought to Jewish Winnipeg.
Sheila’s family includes 4 children and 7 grandchildren.

PAM WENER 
(Jewish Child and Family Service)

Under Pam’s leadership, JCFS re-examined its pro-
grams in an effort to plan effectively for the future. Pam
was president of JCFS from 2006 to 2008 and has been
on the board since 1996, originally as the Federation
representative. Pam also co-founded GROW in Gimli
and has been active with several other organizations in Winnipeg.

SHARON ALLENTUCK
(Jewish Federation of Winnipeg)

Sharon was the Women’s Division chair for the 2007
and 2008 Combined Jewish Appeal Campaigns Under
her guidance, women’s gifts increased exponentially.
Sharon was previously a division chair of the Campaign
and continues to be an outstanding canvasser. Sharon is
the current North American Chair of International Council of Jewish
Women. 

BELLE MILLO 
(Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada)

Currently the chair of the Freeman Family Holocaust
Education Centre, Belle also serves on the executive of
the Jewish Heritage Centre. Her book, Voices of
Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors was released in April.
She has also been very active in lobbying for a perma-
nent Holocaust Gallery at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

DAVID BERKOWITS 
(Rady Jewish Community Centre)

David has served as a board member of the Rady JCC
from 2003 to 2006 and currently sits on the
Membership and Marketing committee. He is also a
long-time volunteer at Folklorama, where he is current-
ly co-chair of security. David has also assisted with the
new security system at the Campus.

ELAINE PAUL
(Shalom Residences)

Elaine was one of the founders of Shalom Residences
and has been an active board member ever since. She
served as president of Shalom Residences from 1993 to
1995 and has been a major fundraiser for the organiza-
tion. Elaine has also been active with other Jewish orga-
nizations in Winnipeg, including Jewish Child and Family Service.

Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award for Teaching Excellence

MICHAL LAVY
Michal has taught Hebrew, Tanach and Jewish History

at the Gray Academy of Jewish Education for 25 years.
She integrated the NETA Hebrew program into the
school, a process that took the careful leadership of a
master teacher who strives for the best for her students.
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Harvey Rosen

“Ike” is his nick-
name and baseball is
his game. And from
early appearances it
seems as if the man
can flat out play the
Great American
Pastime at the big
league level and,
what’s more, this

rookie big bopper who plays first base for the
New York Mets has power, hits for average,
can field, and most important at least from
my vantage point, he is of the Jewish persua-
sion. 

Isaac Benjamin Davis, 23, grew up not that
far from Winnipeg, in Edina, a suburb south
west of Minneapolis. He is the son of a
Jewish mother, Millie Davis, who named her
son after her grandfather. 

Isaac, in late April, in an interview with N.Y.
sportswriter Dave Waldstein shared that “a
large portion of his family on his mother’s
side, which was from Lithuania, perished in
the Holocaust.”

Davis also added that he learned about his
family’s history by doing family trees as part
of school projects. He also noted that his
great aunt on his mother’s side was a
Holocaust survivor who came to the US, and
it was initially through her that the family
story has been preserved. 

His dad is Houston-born former major
league pitcher Ron Davis, who never started
a game in the majors; instead he made his
mark as a reliever, appearing in 481 games,
saved 130 and had a won-lost record of 47-
53 and an ERA of 4.05 with the Yankees and
Twins between 1978-88

Isaac was originally drafted out of
Chaparral High School in Scottsdale,
Arizona, where he helped his team win three
state titles. He made the kind of impact
whereby he was drafted by the Tampa Bay
Rays in the first round (19th overall) in 2006,
but chose not to sign, and instead wisely reg-
istered at Arizona State University, where he
earned a degree and polished his game. 

Not to worry, he was drafted again in the
opening round in 2008 (18th overall) becom-
ing Mets property and had the distinction of
being the first Jewish player in New York
since former Blue Jay outfielder Shawn Green
who ended his career in NY in 2006-07.

Outfielder Art Shamsky, a platoon player,
was also a popular ballplayer with the Jewish
crowd between 1968-72 and was instrumen-
tal in helping the ’69 Mets to a World Series
victory over the Baltimore Orioles.

While young Davis is a first baseman with
the Mets, it is interesting to note that in col-
lege he was also a pitcher and outfielder. It
wasn’t difficult to comprehend why he was
on the radar of so many baseball scouts
because of the number of times he was rec-
ognized for excellence in his chosen sport.

In 2006 he was named Pac-10 “newcomer
of the year”, becoming the first freshman ever
to lead the league in RBI’s during the regular
season. A variety of All-American honors fol-
lowed, when he averaged .353 during his
days on campus, totaling 244 hits, 33 homers
and 69 doubles. 

As for his part-time pitching record with the
Sun Devils of ASU his career numbers show
Davis had a 7-5 mark, with four saves and 78
strikeouts. 

Ike made it difficult for the Mets to ignore
him in spring training by batting .480 along
with three homers and 10 RBI. The powers
that be thought he ought to play at the AAA

level in order to gain experience. 
In Class A he had hit .272 and walloped

seven home runs, along with 45 RBI.
Ascending to Class AA – in only 207 at bats
in Binghamton, he hit .309, added 13 homers
and 43 RBI. 

Following fewer than two weeks in AAA
Buffalo the 6, 4” 215 lb. slugger was sum-
moned to the Big Apple where he appears
now to be a big deal. As of May 12th Millie
and Ron’s son in 66 at bats is hitting .288,
which includes four doubles and three taters,
along with 10 RBI. 

Can he field? On TSN in mid-May they
showed how the versatile infielder chased
down a high fly foul ball that was going to
land in the Mets’ dugout. Davis took the
guard rail in the midsection, flipped upside
down, and almost landed on his melon.
Lucky for him, it was his team’s dugout, and
the players on the bench darted to his rescue
– perhaps preventing serious injury. Oh, yes,
he made the catch and held it high as if he
were doing an impersonation of the Statue of
Liberty on Ellis Island in N.Y. harbor that wel-
comed Jewish immi-
grants to America in
relatively more gen-
tle times!

On May 7th he
smacked a pair of
homers, and drove
in three in a 6-4 vic-
tory over the S.F.
Giants. WPIX in
New York is carried
locally and telecast
some Mets games if
you’re interested in
checking out the kid
who may one day
become - and this is
a stretch- another
Hank Greenberg.
POST PATTER:

My sympathies to
those of you who
were of the mistaken
impression that the
return of your
beloved Winnipeg
Jets was imminent.
Actually, your col-
lective hearts ruled
your heads and you
took an unnecessary
trip to Fantasy Island
based upon innuen-
dos, suppositions,
hearsay, and wishful
thinking. Frankly, I

heard nothing over the past few months of
any substance or consequence that would
have led me to believe that the Moose were
out and the Jets had landed. 

The only credible information I heard was
that respected businessmen named Mark
Chipman and Torontonian David Thomson
were working quietly and discreetly behind
the scenes to attract a franchise, so as not to
bring false hope to local sports aficionados. 

Besides, the arena needs upgrades which
take time. Adding seats by raising the arena
roof was, supposedly, an option. Only that’s
not as facile as learning that an extra few
dozen people are coming to your son’s Bar
Mitzvah; so order a few dozen more knishes
and some extra folding chairs. And, oh yes,
bake an extra honey cake and several dozen
nothings. 

The press box, for example, is sub par for
the NHL. There is limited space at times even
for those reporters, cameramen, photogra-
phers, hockey scouts, guests, and statisticians
who often frequent the AHL games. If a TV
crew and all their equipment and production
folks had to occupy the present facility, say,
for a Hockey Night in Canada production,
I’m sure there might be a few questions asked
by fire officials who overlook such circum-
stances. 

Oh, our day will come, as I suggested in my
April 21st column, in the fall of 2011. It may
not be the Coyotes, but several other markets
may be looking for a buyer. Hopefully, other
town councils won’t be as tenacious and
hang on to their franchises with the same
iron-like grip as did the city of Glendale.
Arizona. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

IKE DAVIS, first baseman of the New York
Mets of the National League. 

Jewish astronaut set to blast off
NEW YORK (JTA) – A Jewish

astronaut will bring the presiden-
tial proclamation creating Jewish
Heritage Month into space. 

“The timing is perfect,” Garrett
Reisman told reporters during a
NASA conference call, as the
commemoration is marked each
May. 

Reisman, 42, is a mission spe-
cialist launching on May 16
aboard the Atlantis space shuttle. 

He said he was “one of many in
a long line of Jewish Americans
who have been deeply involved
in the space program.” 

Reisman became the first Jewish
astronaut to work on the International Space Station when he spent
three months there in 2008 in a mission that coincided with Israel
Independence Day. He sent a videotaped greeting to the people of
Israel as the country marked its 60th anniversary. 

As a friend with a “lifelong commitment” to the tragedy-plagued
Ramon family, Reisman said he also plans to bring a photo of Asaf
Ramon to honor both the fallen Israeli pilot and his father, Ilan, the
Israeli astronaut who died in the 2003 Columbia space shuttle
explosion. 

President George W. Bush created Jewish Heritage Month in 2006
“to celebrate the rich history of the Jewish people in America and
honor the great contributions they have made to our country.” 

After the mission, Reisman plans to turn over the document to the
National Museum of American Jewish History in Philadelphia as a
permanent display. 

GARRETT REISMAN

Ike Davis:

New Mets’ first baseman shows great promise



I never realized how difficult it is to be a par-
ent until I became one. 

One of the most precious gifts we, as par-
ents, can give our children is the knowledge
that they can approach us anytime without our
being judgmental. Really, who do we really
want giving our children advice? The street,
peers or us?

This approach doesn’t preclude keeping chil-
dren accountable for their actions - whether

they’re young children or young adults. If we, as parents, become co-
dependents, think of how this might affect our children. Inevitably, self
esteem would be unlikely to occur. Also, by not holding our kids
accountable, we can expect to see instances of depression, fractured
personalities, and an escape into a world of substance abuse in order
to kill the resulting pain. 

I’m speaking from the mindset of a
parent who pretty much did the parent-
ing thing all wrong. I was an authoritar-
ian parent rather than authoritative. I
stayed home with the kids as a “house
hubbie” from their birth for eight years.
I am not claiming it was because I was
noble or responsible. I didn’t know what
I wanted to do with my life at that point.
I had quit my position as sales manager
for a blue jean company, “Fancy Ass”,
which was owned by my late friend Eddy Cowan, while I was attend-
ing one of the biggest clothing shows in the world: “Inter Jeans” in
Koln’, Germany.

I was sneaking drinks here and there a lot. As well, I was into T-’3’s
- which goes part way to explain my inappropriate behaviour.
However, there is more to this story than the addiction issue.
Naturally, being healthier spiritually and stable emotionally would
have made a huge difference. (“Huge” is an understatement!)

I was not smart enough to realize that each kid is different.
Whenever I attempted to engage my eldest daughter Erin, it was ok
with her. With my younger daughter, Sara, anything I suggested she
consider doing with me was usually received with resistance and
rejection. For example, she did not want to sit and practice multipli-
cation tables, spelling quizzes or jump head-first into an atlas. I
thought I was acting in her best interest. Sara, however was very cre-
ative. All she wanted to do was paint, sketch or sculpt. At that time,
the great cancer on our society was television. (Now there are a vari-
ety of other cancers, such as the internet, cell phones, and so on.)

At times TV became a great babysitter and stress reliever for me.
Why? Because it gave me a break. How many of you reading this can
relate to what I went through? Nowadays, kids become addicted to
Twitter, Facebook, chatting, texting etc. Well, adults are hooked, too.
Kids today are glued to their computers, I Pods, cell phones and vari-
ous web sites. Face to face communication between parents and chil-
dren is certainly not what it was 10 years ago.  

Anyway, had I been smarter, there would have been much healthier
outcomes for Sara. The mistakes you make with your children during
the first few years of their lives can take a life time to correct. As a
friend once said to me: “Hart, things said cannot be unsaid, and things
done cannot be undone. And you and I have paid the supreme price.”  

Thank G-D for my ex-wife. Ann. My two daughters were given per-
mission to come to her with any issue under the brightly illuminated
sky - even the knock-your-socks-off ones.  Both my daughters consid-
er Ann their best friend today. That outcome is a blessing from the
heavens, and I am eternally grateful to Ann for having passed on the
gift of reason to my children.

As the saying goes, “Growing old is unavoidable; however, growing
up is a choice one makes.” So, being the eternal optimist, I’m going
to go out on a limb and say that it is never too late to correct a crooked
road. If you want it badly enough, you will change your behaviour
towards your children by how you communicate to them.

In truth, the only person you can change is yourself. This is not easy
to do, otherwise everyone would do it. It’s still possible, though. Go
for it.

Remember, our children come through us on loan, and soon, they
will be on their own. The level of success that one experiences in life
- the happiness, joy, love, external rewards and impact that you cre-
ate is the direct result of how you communicate with yourself and oth-
ers. So, I can say with a large degree of comfort: The quality of your
life is directly related to the quality of your communication.

AFTER THOUGHT
I am looking for positive feedback from all of you. As well, a sug-

gestion from you as to what works in your family that produces posi-

tive outcomes? 
Postscript:
They really do “Walk the Walk.” 

I always found it so much easier when I was involved in fundraising
for a number of charities to ask for assistance from others. When I
required assistance myself it was an entirely different ball game –
much more uncomfortable.

The Chabad, as most of you know, is building its new centre where
Mathers Avenue intersects with the west lane of Centennial Street.
Construction has been, if not on target, I think ahead of the curve.

We have experienced a lot of rain in the last week, and as a result,
the pathway across the Chabad property was riddled with deep ruts.
The ruts were a result of construction trucks simply going about their
business. However, seniors use this path to access Mathers Avenue

For me it doesn’t matter as I can walk or ride my mountain bike
across this rocky pass without difficulty.
However, there are seniors who use this
pathway with the assistance of walkers or
canes who could not take this short cut as
it was too dangerous for their travel.

Knowing this, I contacted Rabbi Shmuly
Altein who directed me to connect with his
dad, Rabbi Avrohom Altein. I sent Rabbi
Avrohom an E mail addressing this issue.
He is a very busy rabbi, but he returned my
E mail within 24 hours, and said he con-
tacted the construction company. They

assured the rabbi they would take care of this.
I also received an E mail from Abe Anhang, who said to me: “Hart,

so you see, a little gesture can do great things!” I sent this on to the
contractor, and they have agreed.

In summary, I am grateful to the Chabad for having taken action so
quickly on behalf of approximately 1,200 senior citizens who live on
Boulton Bay and the surrounding area.
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Hart Peikoff

Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until March 31, 2011)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant

TAKE THE HIGH ROAD

By

HART PEIKOFF

On trying to correct parenting mistakes made early on

I was not smart enough to realize that
each kid is different. Whenever I

attempted to engage my eldest daughter
Erin, it was ok with her. With my younger
daughter, Sara, anything I suggested she

consider doing with me was usually
received with resistance and rejection.



Digging into Ancient History with David Dunn 
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Bridges for Peace

76 Center St.
Gimli, MB
642-4010

“Welcome Back to Cottage Country”

featuring the largest selection of 
NAOT footwear in Western Canada

& much more!

By DAVID NADEAU 
You are on a kibbutz in

the southern part of the
City of Jerusalem. 

Your name is David
Dunn, you call chilly Three
Hills your home, but here
you are - laboring in the
dust and the heat like the
rest of the archeological
team. Yes, it’s hot, but that
doesn’t matter here on the
Ramat Rahel kibbutz. 

It doesn’t matter because
this is an archaeological
park located on a hilltop
four kilometers from the
Temple Mount’s Golden
Dome; Bethlehem’s
Church of the Nativity is
clearly visible just four
kilometers south. Concerns
about the heat are set aside
when exciting discoveries are made as the
dig progresses, day after day after day. 

The archaeological site was first explored in
1954, and then again from 1959–1962 by
Israeli archaeologist Yonatan Aharoni. Forty
years later, interest in the site was renewed
when Tel Aviv University and Heidelberg
University announced a five-year expedition
to continue where Aharoni’s excavations
ended. 

Of special interest: the remnants of a royal
palace from the First Temple period that
Aharoni had uncovered. The expedition also
intended to dig deeper and wider into the
seventh and eighth century B.C. settlements
to understand the site’s nature, significance,
population, activities, and ancient name. 

Year five of the current expedition was
2009; as a permanent expedition member,
David Dunn has been present for every sea-
son. 

Much was uncovered in previous seasons
and some remarkable finds stirred so much
interest that a steady stream of world-class
archaeologists have made their way to Ramat
Rahel to view the excavations and be updat-
ed on the newly emerging understanding of
the site’s history and nature. 

A water puzzle 
Since the second season (2006), it became

evident that the original site would have
required massive amounts of water. Not only
had the site served as a Persian administrative
center, it also housed the tenth and fourth
Roman legions during the Roman Empire
days. Although an elaborate waterworks sys-
tem had been uncovered, including baths
and pools, a maze of water channels, and an
elaborate arrangement of gardens, one ques-
tion remained unanswered: what was the

source of the huge volume
of water the site clearly
required? 

One day, David Dunn
was asked to excavate on
the west side of a col-
lapsed cave. “It was next
to where I began digging
by myself,” he said, “that
Aharoni had found evi-
dence of a palace. As I dug
beside the collapsed cave,
at about the two-meter
level, I uncovered a row of
four carefully carved
oblong stones set tightly
side by side. Under the
stones was a cavity and a
layer of fine sand - I had
uncovered a Roman
grave.” 

Within the funeral cavity,
Mr. Dunn found four

beautiful Roman glass goblets and a tiny but
exquisite ceramic vase, probably an ointment
or perfume bottle. The goblets were in perfect
condition - no chips, scratches, or cracks. He
also found two beautiful and delicate gold
earrings. There was enough of the skeleton to
identify it as that of a female. 

With the grave excavation complete, Mr.
Dunn continued excavating until hundreds of
buckets later and deeper into the cave, a
piece of the wall broke off and he stopped
digging to examine this chunk of broken
limestone. “There were three layers of high
quality plaster attached to the chunk,” he
said, “and I realized the plaster was intact
from under the collapsed roof down to where
I was digging.” 

More careful digging revealed a gently
curved wall “which led me to believe this
was part of a much larger circular enclosure.” 

Cistern found 
With heart racing and his mind determining

that this was the missing cistern, Mr. Dunn
found a plastered floor that was so smooth it
felt and looked like marble in the dim light of
the flashlights. It was at this point that the
2009 dig season ended. Mr. Dunn will return
for the 2010 season - a mere two weeks this
August - and hopes that will be long enough
to not only indulge in his passion, but to find
an outlet or inlet to the massive cistern. 

When asked why the site and the activity
are so magnetic, Mr. Dunn simply said the
expense “is well worth it” because it is some-
thing he has always wanted to do. “I have
been drawn to it. It is a passion bottled with-
in.”

Reprinted with permission from “12 the
Capital”, a publication of “Bridges for
Peace”.

ISRAELI PRESIDENT SIMON
PERES (left) visited the dig at
Ramat Rahel and stopped at the
newly discovered water cistern
to talk to DAVID DUNN of
Three Hills.

Court delays homosexual father permission to bring children
JERUSALEM (JTA) – An Israeli court has denied a homosexual father permission to bring

his twins, born to a surrogate mother in India, back to the country. 
Dan Goldberg and his twin sons have been living in a Mumbai hotel for the past two

months while they wait for permission from the Jerusalem Family Court to undergo a pater-
nity test, Haaretz reported Sunday. Goldberg must prove he is the biological father of the
boys in order to bring them into the country. 

Judge Philip Marcus ruled that he did not have the jurisdiction to order the paternity test.
Other judges in the same situation have allowed the parents to enter with their children in
order to take the test. 

It is the third time that the judge has delayed establishing the parenthood of a homosexu-
al parent, Haaretz reported. 

The Jerusalem District Court agreed that that the paternity test would be in the children’s
best interest, but did not overturn the judge’s decision. Instead, a trustee was appointed to
make sure the tests are done. 

Beaches area guide to
merchants & services



By MYRON LOVE 
It’s a strange thing when a country is being

repeatedly attacked but is reluctant to
acknowledge the fact or even identify the
enemy by name. The newest directive from
the Obama Administration is carrying this
approach to ridiculous new heights (or lows).
No longer are the perpetrators of terrorist
attacks on Americans to be referred to as
Islamic extremists or identified as Moslems.
Rather, in the new American lexicon, terror-
ist attacks are to be referred to as “man-made
catastrophes”.

In that vein, the Japanese attack on the
American fleet at Pearl Harbour on
December 7, 1941, wasn’t an act of war but
rather a “man-made catastrophe”.

The facts are that a resurgent Islam has
been waging war on America specifically
and the Western world in general for more
than 30 years (and much longer in the case of
Israel). The opening salvo was fired in 1979
when the new Iranian regime seized the
American Embassy in Tehran and held the
staff prisoner for several months. President
Carter’s response was … well …not much.
The one attempt at a military rescue was
short-circuited when two American planes
collided with each other during the dress
rehearsal.

It was only because of the fear of what the
new American President, Ronald Reagan,
might do that the Iranians freed the American
captives. Reagan came into office with the
reputation for being a right wing extremist
capable of anything. While he did stare down
the Soviets, when it came to the Middle East,
he turned out to be as reluctant to do battle as
his predecessor or some of his successors. 

Reagan sent the troops into Lebanon to try to
end the Lebanese civil war. After high casualty
bombings of the American embassy in
Lebanon and an American military barracks –
both of them quite likely orchestrated by Iran,
Reagan quickly withdrew the troops.

While President Bush the first led a coalition
to push Saddam Hussein out of Kuwait follow-
ing the Iraqi invasion of its neighbour, he left
Saddam Hussein still standing. Nor did Bush
intervene when the Shiites in south Iraq – with
American encouragement - rose up in rebel-
lion against Saddam. The Americans stood on
the sidelines while Saddam’s forces slaugh-
tered the rebels.

To Bush’s credit, he did subsequently provide
American protection for the Kurds of northern
Iraq who also rebelled against Saddam.

Osama Bin Laden and Al Qaeda declared
war on the United States and the West in the
early 1990s. The Oklahoma City bombing in
1995 (which cost more than 150 American
lives) has been linked by researchers to Al
Qaeda (although the American government
continues to refuse to acknowledge that). Then
there was the first World Trade Centre bombing
in 1996, bombings of the American Embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania and the attack on the
USS Cole off Yemen – all actions carried out by
Al Qaeda. 

The Clinton Administration’s response to the
attacks on American soil was to treat them as
criminal acts rather than acts of war. The
administration’s only response to Al Qaeda
was to lob a few missiles at Sudan and
Afghanistan whose governments hosted Bin
Laden.

The 9-11 attack was a kick in the groin which
President Bush the second could not respond
to. Although Bush and Company quickly drove
the Taliban rulers out of Afghanistan largely
through supporting the local opposition forces
in the north who did most of the fighting, the

Americans never did out enough soldiers or
resources into the field to finish the job. And
very soon after, Bush and his advisers took their
eye off the ball and turned their attention to
Saddam Hussein. Nine years later, Osama Bin
Laden is still alive and well.

And now we have President Obama who
seems to think the solution to Islam’s war on
the West is to apologize to the Moslem world
and try to deny any connection between ter-
rorist attacks and attempted attacks by
Moslems in America and Islamic extremists in
the Middle East and Pakistan.

There is also a third spoke in this Islamic offen-
sive against the West and that is the House of
Saud. The Saudis are supposed to be friends of
America and the West. But it is largely Saudi
money that supports Osama Bin Laden – who is
a Saudi (as were most of the 9-11 terrorists). It is
also the Saudis who have over the past couple of
decades funded the construction of mosques and
Islamic schools all over the world and staffed
them with imams and teachers from Saudi
Arabia steeped in the Saudis’ extremist Wahhabi
version of Islam which is extremely hostile to the
West.

Now Bush II and Clinton both continually
emphasized that America was not at war with
Islam (even though many Moslems consider
themselves at war with the United States) and
that most Moslems are law abiding people.
Now can you see President Roosevelt continu-
ally assuring the Germans and Japanese that
America wasn’t at war with them but only with
their governments? Most Germans and virtual-
ly all Japanese were complicit in what their
governments did in World War II. And the
vocal support of many Moslems for terrorist
attacks on America and Europe and silence of
most of the rest in the face of thee attacks
points to their own complicity in this war
against the West.

Yes, there are a few brave Moslem voices –
mainly from Moslems such as Ayaan Ali Hirsi,
Irshad Manji in Toronto, Tariq Ali in Ottawa
and Mona Eltahawy, the daughter of an
Egyptian General, who now lives in America
and writes a column for the Jerusalem Report –
who speak out against Islamic fascism. But
they are few and far between.

So how to explain this reluctance by America
and the West to confront Islamic extremism?
Well, first of all, America since Vietnam seems
to be risk-adverse. It is the same story with
most European countries. The democracies
want to avoid casualties.

That was the same situation in the 1930s with
a resurgent Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan.
Unfortunately the refusal to take action to con-
front the growing threat early led to consider-
ably more casualties later. Dictators and
extremists don’t care about casualties.

There also seems to be a real deference in
America in particular to people who worship
religious faiths that are nor Christian. It would
be politically incorrect to question the motives
of anyone claiming to be a religious Moslem.

There are also financial factors. A lot of coun-
tries (including Israel under the table) do busi-
ness with Iran. And of course both Iran and
Saudi Arabia produce a lot of oil.

Finally Dore Gold when he spoke here at the
Sol and Florence Kanee lecture suggested that
the West just can’t seem to fathom that a
Middle Eastern country such as Iran could be
possibly be a danger. If it were a European
country, the response might be different.
Perhaps a little condescension? Or even
racism?

So where does all this leave Israel? Pretty
much up a creek. Israel has to go it virtually
alone. Dore Gold said that Israel knows how to
take care of itself. I hope he is right.
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My Jesus Year: A Rabbi’s
Son Wanders the Bible
Belt in Search of His Own
Faith
Review by ARTHUR
WOLAK

American journalist
Benyamin Cohen is an
observant Orthodox Jew.
Yet in his desire to rejuve-
nate his personal connec-
tion to his faith, this son of
a rabbi – who built a syn-
agogue right next to the
family’s Atlanta home –
decided to embark on a
year-long journey to
explore various strands of
Christianity and see how
churches differ from his
more familiar synagogue
environment. Cohen
describes what he learned in the witty and
insightful, My Jesus Year: A Rabbi’s Son
Wanders the Bible Belt in Search of His Own
Faith.

Clear from the outset that his adventure
would never lead to the abandonment of his
Jewish faith, Cohen remained meticulous in
his attendance at synagogue services and
observance of Jewish holidays, festivals, and
rituals, all while pursuing an unusual hobby
on Sundays – dropping by churches to see
what he could learn from Christians to better
understand them and his own Jewish life. 

Although an unusual pursuit, Cohen’s deci-
sion to embark on this year-long quest did
not start before he received the blessing of an
Orthodox rabbi, who did so with two
caveats: Cohen always had to wear his press
pass so everyone who saw him would know
he was there to observe
rather than pray, and he
always had to wear his
kippa to ensure that
everyone knew he was
Jewish. The point of the
caveats – the rabbi
wanted Cohen to stand
out from the crowd.
This sometimes led to
some funny and embar-
rassing situations. One
occurred while he was
trying to keep a low
profile at an African
American megachurch
in Lithonia, Georgia – with thousands of con-
gregants in attendance – only to end up on
the jumbo screen being welcomed as “our
Jewish friend Benyamin Cohen” by the affa-
ble bishop. Another occurred during Cohen’s
first (and last) visit to the confessional booth
of a Catholic church. 

Much like the memoirs of other contempo-
rary American religious quests – such as A.J.
Jacobs’ The Year of Living Biblically – Cohen’s
account is entertaining and full of trivia and
astute observations. But, unlike some mem-
oirs, Cohen is always careful to point out
where Jewish beliefs and practices differ from
those of his Christian neighbors. He contrasts
Jewish holidays and observances with non-
Jewish holidays, meets religious leaders and
their congregants from a wide assortment of
Christian denominations, including
Pentecostals, Catholics, Mormons, and even
Trappist monks. Along the way, he spends a
day with a polygamist prince, attends

Ultimate Christian
Wrestling, and even a
Christian rock festival. His
calendar was always full
and certainly never dull. 

Although Cohen finds
some common ground,
like the adherence to
detailed rituals that
Catholicism shares with
Judaism, he also elaborates
on Jewish differences.
About his interesting day
spent with the Trappists,
Cohen notes that “Monks
and Jews go together about
as well as oil and water.”
Yet he defends their prac-
tices by describing
Judaism’s own ancient
nazir tradition – individu-
als described in the Book

of Numbers who separated themselves from
the community, not physically but ritually, by
assuming more religious obligations to
achieve a state of greater holiness. However,
he goes on to cite modern Judaism’s position
against living such a monastic life of solitude,
stressing the importance of family and com-
munity for Jewish religious observance. 

Rightly critical of the Mormon practice of
posthumously baptizing Jews, including vic-
tims of the Holocaust, he comes to under-
stand and even appreciate their other prac-
tices, such as their mandatory ten-percent
tithing, which is not far from traditional
Judaism’s views on charitable giving. A proud
Orthodox Jew with a healthy sense of humor,
Cohen has no problem being considered a
“Gentile”, as he explains that is how
Mormons refer to all non-Mormons, even

Jews. 
A memoir of his life

growing up the son of a
rabbi as much as an
account of his year
exploring the views and
practices of American
Christians, Cohen’s
quest is comical yet
respectful of those he
encounters. Yet in the
descriptions of his wan-
derings, Cohen is never
shy to share his opinions
on what he sees, espe-
cially when practices

and beliefs differ significantly from his own.
But his respect of his co-religionists is always
present. This makes the book a sort of intrigu-
ing “armchair guide” to the sociology of con-
temporary American Christianity. Cohen
learned not to view all Christians as a single
group. Instead, he appreciated the nuances
that unite and separate Catholics, Protestants,
Pentecostals, Baptists, Methodists,
Episcopalians and Mormons. He comes to
respect that there are “many pathways to the
Almighty” and that no one particular group
“holds the copyright on a connection with
God.” 

Yet Cohen’s adventure through the
American Christian landscape ultimately
leads him to appreciate his Judaism more
than ever before. According to Cohen, his
“Jesus Year” made him a better Jew. His book
is worth reading to find out why. 

Arthur Wolak is a freelance writer in
Vancouver.

An orthodox Jew’s travels through
American churches of all types

Rightly critical of the
Mormon practice of
posthumously baptizing Jews,
including victims of the
Holocaust, he comes to
understand and even appre-
ciate their other practices,
such as their man-datory ten-
percent tithing, which is not
far from traditional Judaism’s
views on charitable giving.
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Ricki Segal

The Face of Bravery
By RICKI SEGAL

In the summer of 2006, my second husband
Harold Segal was diagnosed with prostrate
cancer. His prognosis was very good since
the cancer was localized and the tumor was
not too large. However, it was recommended
by his oncologist that he take radiation treat-
ment as a precautionary measure. As Harold’s
caregiver and wife, it was my job to take him
for radiation treatment five days a week.

It was during these trips to the radiation
department at the Allan Blair Cancer Clinic in
Regina (where I had been a patient years ear-
lier when I was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s
disease in 1973) that I befriended many of the
other patients. One woman who made a spe-
cial impression on me was a woman I’ll call
Georgia.

I was never totally sure of her diagnosis but
I knew that her cancer was advanced. She
lived out of town on a farm and drove herself
in five days a week for radiation treatment.
She was married and had two children living
at home. The treatment that Georgia was tak-
ing and the advanced stage of cancer caused
her to be very nauseous. Despite these adver-
sities, she did not stop her regular chores on
the farm. She got up at 5 a.m. and tended to
the animals and throughout the day, she con-
tinued to do her daily chores. She took
Gravol so that she could cook for her family,
despite the fact that she could barely eat the
food.

As a result of the radiation treatment,
Georgia lost her hair. Since I love hats, I gave
her some of my hats from the collection in
my closet. We joked about those hats often
and I was pleased to use my passion for hats

to help her cover up her balding head.
We shared recipes, talked about cooking

and talked about our families. Her daughter
had a job in the hospital where Georgia and
Harold were getting their treatments and her
son was still in high school, with dreams for
what he would do after his high school grad-
uation. She told me about her husband and
the farm that they ran together and the fact
that he worked another job because farming
wasn’t as good as it should have been. I
talked about my family and my grandparent’s
farm in particular, telling her how I enjoyed
visiting there in the summer and on other
school holidays.

We deliberately tried to schedule Harold’s
radiation treatment appointments and her
appointments together so we could enjoy
more of this new-found friendship. By the
end of the summer, Harold had completed
his 37 treatments and was considered cured.
He would still be monitored, but the doctors
said the treatments had arrested his cancer.
Georgia had concluded her treatments as
well and we said goodbye at the cancer
lodge, going our separate ways.

One day in the first part of October, I was
glancing through the obituaries and there it
was in bold letters – Georgia’s obituary. She
had succumbed to the disease.

I was captivated by the picture with the
obituary. It showed a smiling Georgia, wear-
ing one of the hats that I had given her. I felt
sad when I read her obituary. She had been
such a brave woman and fought her battle
with grace and dignity. She would always be
one of my heroes. 

Tel Aviv U. faculty members decry Dershowitz address
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Senior faculty members at Tel Aviv University are protesting remarks

by Alan Dershowitz during his acceptance of an honorary doctorate. 
Dershowitz during his speech Saturday night attacked university academics who use their

credentials to “challenge the legitimacy of the Jewish state” and who “regularly and freely
call on other academic institutions around the world to boycott the very Israeli universities
which grant them academic freedom.” 

In a letter to university President Joseph Klafter, faculty members called on the university
to disassociate itself from Dershowitz’s comments and “unequivocally defend the freedom of
expression of all the members of the academic community,” Haaretz reported Wednesday.
At least 80 faculty members signed the letter within hours of its drafting. 

Dershowitz used examples in his speech that border on incitement, the letter said. 
In his address, the prominent attorney and Israel advocate pointed out that academic free-

dom belongs to the student. 
“It includes the right not to be propagandized in the classroom by teachers who seek to

impose their ideology on students,” Dershowitz said. “It includes the right of the student to
express opinions contrary to those presented by the teacher without fear of being graded
down and without fear of being denied recommendations or job opportunities.” 

The Harvard Law School professor said that “the academic freedom of the faculty is cen-
tral to the mission of the university.” Dershowitz said the response to false accusations by
some extreme academics “is not censorship; it is truth.” 

He also called on “reasonable and moderate professors to speak out against extremist
views.” In a symposium Tuesday night at the university titled “Delegitimization of Israel as a
Strategic Threat,” Dershowitz accused Jewish left-wing academics and organizations of caus-
ing greater damage to the Jewish state than Hamas and Hezbollah, Ynet reported.  

International group OKs Israeli membership
JERUSALEM (JTA) – An international economic cooperative has approved Israel as a mem-

ber, despite the Palestinian Authority’s attempt to thwart the move. 
Representatives of the 31 member countries of the Organization for Economic Cooperation

and Development on Monday in Paris voted unanimously to accept Israel into the organiza-
tion. Estonia and Slovenia also were invited to become members. Israel began the member-
ship process three years ago, the Israeli business daily Globes reported. 

An official announcement that Israel has become an OECD member will take place at at
the organization’s annual ministerial council meeting in Paris May 26-28. 

The Palestinian Authority had sent a letter to OECD countries asking them to postpone
Israel’s membership approval. PA.Prime Minister Salem Fayyad also called some of the coun-
tries personally, according to reports. 

Pro-Palestinian groups planned to protest the vote in front of the OECD headquarters in
Paris, according to Globes. The approval will boost Israel’s credit rating and help the nation
to attract foreign investment. 

Beaches area
guide to

merchants &
services



By MARTIN ZEILIG
As her eyes brim with tears, Sylvia

Todaschuk needlessly apologizes for
the emotion that flows from her soul
while describing being shunted from
one home to another as a foster child in
rural Manitoba and finally in Winnipeg.

Orphaned at the age of one year by
the death of her mother, Rose Stadnyk,
in Shoal Lake - about 300 kilometres
northwest of Winnipeg - Todaschuk
went from an unfortunate Ukrainian
child to become a successful entrepre-
neur and community leader, notes a
brief biography of her.

“My dad remarried and my step-
mother didn’t want me,” says
Todaschuk, who speaks without bitter-
ness during an interview in her busi-
ness, Todaschuk Sisters Ukrainian
Boutique at 508 Selkirk Avenue.

But, she was accepted finally by the
family of Izzy and Merle Minuk, who
had five children and lived on
Rupertsland Avenue in West Kildonan,
after Children’s Aid brought her into
the city at age 14.

“I lived with them for two years,” says
Todaschuk, whose business is a refer-
ence to her daughters - Rosemarie, a
music and theatre educator in the
Seven Oaks School Division, and
Charlene, a working artist living in
Montreal - who perform together at
Folklorama and throughout North America as the Todaschuk Sisters
Singing Duo.

“It was one of the best times of my life living with them. It was the
first time in my life that I felt as if I was in a stable and secure place.
The police used to come and get me (to move her from one family to
another) for Children’s Aid. I felt secure because I left it all behind. It
felt like home there.

“I grew up with their kids even if it was just for two years. Mr. and
Mrs. Minuk were very good to me. I was accepted. They are a very
beautiful family.”

Local lawyer Marty Minuk, the eldest of the children, notes that
Todaschuk was like a big sister to them.

“She was the best care giver we ever had, other than my mother,” he

adds, noting that his father turns 83 in
July and lives in the south end, but his
mother died in 1992.

“She was such a nice person. Sylvia
was part of the family.”

Todaschuk - who has been married
to her husband, Ernest Todaschuk, a
retired University of Manitoba eleva-
tor mechanic, for the past 47 years -
notes that she wanted to be a social
worker but went on to study hair-
dressing at the Marvel Hairdressing
School.

Then, she got married to Ernest in
his hometown of Kamsack,
Saskatchewan.

“The Minuks gave me a beautiful
gift, a silver cream and sugar set,” she
recalls.

Over the years, Todaschuk, who
grew up speaking Ukrainian, has
become known for her community
involvement: being a member of the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress; a
founder of Folklorama; Manitoba
Advisory Council on the Status of
Women; Selkirk Avenue Business
Improvement Zone - Board of
Directors & President; Government of
Canada - Member, Small/Medium
Sized Enterprise Advisory Board for
International Trade; Ukrainian
Professional & Business Club Inc.,
among many other bodies.

Last fall, she was with a group from the Ukrainian Professional and
Business Club of Winnipeg who took a 40 foot container of med-
ical/surgical supplies and equipment to Ukraine.

The project was a wonderful partnership with International HOPE
Canada Inc. and The Evangelical Mission to Ukraine, says Todaschuk.

“We were there for over a month,” she adds.
“We went to 40 hospitals all over Ukraine and 40 orphanages. We

met with over 150 doctors and visited 40 villages to meet with differ-
ent families and see what life in the villages is like. I compare those
villages to First Nations Reserves here. I do plan to return to Ukraine
in 2011 and hope to send more material there.”

She is simply performing tzedakah. 

Sylvia Todaschuk: will always be grateful to Minuk family for taking her in
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SYLVIA TODASCHUK went from being an unfortunate
Ukrainian child to become a successful entrepreneur and
community leader.

“I grew up with their kids even if it was just
for two years. Mr. and Mrs. Minuk were very
good to me. I was accepted. They are a very

beautiful family.”

Here’s a Whopper: Burger King leaving Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Burger King will shut down its Israel stores this summer. 
The 55 Burger King fast food restaurants will be renovated and reopened as Israeli Burger

Ranch restaurants, the Israeli business daily Globes reported. 
Orgad Holdings, the company that owns franchise rights to Burger King in Israel and the

full owner of the Burger Ranch chain, made the announcement this week. Burger Ranch
operates 52 outlets in Israel. 

Burger King joins Starbucks, Wendy’s and Dunkin’ Donuts as American franchises that
could not make it in the Israeli market. 

Israelis appear to prefer an Israeli-style burger to Burger King’s American-style Whopper,
the company said in a statement. 

Burger Ranch opened in Israel in the 1970s. McDonald’s came to Israel in 1993.

Lebanon regains hummus title from Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Lebanon for the second time in a year has wrested from Israel the
title of making the largest plate of hummus. 

More than 300 Lebanese chefs on Sunday created a more than 23,000-pound plate of
hummus, in the presence of a Guinness World Records representative, more than doubling
the Israeli record set in January. 

The chefs reportedly used 8 tons of boiled chickpeas, 2 tons of sesame paste, 2 tons of
lemon juice and 154 pounds of olive oil for their creation. 

Lebanon claims ownership of hummus, a traditional Middle Eastern dish made of chick-
peas, sesame paste, olive oil, lemon juice and garlic, and accuses Israel of stealing the
product and marketing it as Israeli. Its exact origin is unknown, though presumed to be
Arab.



Science fiction
reflects on the nature
of human life by pre-
senting us with an
“alien”, a being from
another world, who
is visiting the earth

in order to understand human culture and truth. So he is brought to a
public library. There the main floor is labeled with a large sign: “FIC-
TION” and the alien asks, “What is ‘fiction’?” His guide explains:
“Lies - untruths.” The alien replies, “I am not interested in lies. Please
show me your truths.” The human takes the alien upstairs to the
Science section, which is smaller than the floor below. 

The alien asks: “Why do ‘lies’ fill a whole floor, but truth only one
room?

The problem is that we confuse truth and facts, which are not the
same. But which contains more truth about life, a telephone book -
consisting entirely of facts - or the Bible? An almanac - or Milton’s
Paradise Lost or Shakespeare’s plays? 

The point is that “fiction” is not lies, but rather a way of presenting
certain truths about life. If “being factu-
al” were the criterion for inclusion in the
Bible, the stories told would be very dif-
ferent. Biblical tales do not need to con-
tain facts in order to present important
aspects of human experience. Stories are
included in the Hebrew Bible because
they are valuable, and not necessarily
factual. Factuality becomes less impor-
tant to what the Bible is supposed to
accomplish.

One line of reasoning on this matter is
that the people in biblical stories are not
perfect. Sacred tales should be perfect,
and not about flawed human beings.
Moses is indeed not perfect. Why would
the recorders of biblical stories present
the greatest of all biblical figures as a
person with faults if he were a fictional
character? Since he has flaws, he must
have been real.

But what if this is integral to biblical
storytelling? Not all created heroes are
perfect human beings. In Christianity the
character of Jesus is faultless - except, as
Bertrand Russell once pointed out in his
essay, “Why I Am Not A Christian”, Jesus
loses patience with a fig tree that does
not bear fruit for him.

In our liturgy, we sing “Sim Shalom” -
“Grant us peace, blessing, and mercy...”.
We say, “Ki b’or panecha natata lanu
Torat chayim ve’ahavat chesed.”- In Your
radiant presence, You gave us “Torat

chayim ve’ahavat chesed” - “a Torah of life and love of kindness”. The
truth of Torah resides in what happens when we accept and apply its
contents as principles and practices in our life which will lead to a
love of kindness. In other words, value is more important than truth
itself. Of course, living out the value must be yield positive outcomes
in the world. But the factual truth of the narrative from which it is
drawn is less important.

Questions of factuality, authorship, and originality are interesting
and worth studying. But the crucial element in Torah is that the Torah
is here, it exists, and either its historical influence on Jewish life is self-
evident and accepted or else it will be denied and rejected. There are
Jews who actually believe the Bible is chronological history and that
Moses was as real as their own parents, yet they do not practice any-
thing found in Torah. There also are Jews who deny that the Bible is
historical and that Moses ever existed, yet live out the “Torah of
Moses” faithfully. Who is the better? An immoral believer or a moral
denier? 

Moses is real to the extent that his story reveals to us a way to live
godly lives. That is the truth of all storytelling in Judaism.
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Synagogue news

Visi t  our website:
www.chesedshelemes.org

E-mai l  us  a t :
chesed@mts.net

How to Contact us

Call us
204.582.5088  

Visi t  our website 
www.chesedshelemes.org

Add your name 
to our e-mail  l is t  to 
receive funeral 
in format ion  a t  
chesed@mts.net

Did you know?

When a death occurs:
Call Chesed Shel Emes at 582-5088.  Experienced staff is on call to assist you.  

Are there pre-arrangments in place?  At which cemetery?
We can direct you to the appropriate contact person.

What information wil l  you need on hand to provide the cemetery? 
Full name and address of deceased
Date of birth and place of birth 
Social insurance number
Hebrew name and names of parents

Does the deceased have a tall i t? If so, please arrange to have it dropped to us
at 1023 Main Street.  If not, we will provide a new tallit.

Six Jewish men are required as pallbearers to escort the casket from our Chapel.
Community volunteers may be available to assist families in this mitzvah.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, May 21. Candles: 8:58. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:00. Shabbat ends:

10:06. Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for
the week of May 23-27: 9:00.

Friday, May 28. Candles: 9:06. Mincha: 8:00. Shacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:05. Shabbat ends:
10:16. Evening services for the week of May 30-June 3: 9:10.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, May 21 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:58

p.m.
Saturday, May 22 - Naso - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat

ends 10:06 p.m. 
Sunday, May 23 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, May 24 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, May

26 - Congregation Etz Chayim Golf Tournament & Dinner. Tuesday, May 25-Thursday, May 27
- morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, May 28 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, May 29 - Behalotecha - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:16 p.m. 
Sunday, May 30 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, May 31-Thursday, June 3 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Wednesday, May 19 – Shavuot Day 1. Shavuot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan

6:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 20 – Shavuot Day 2 (Yizkor). Shavuot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening
Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:55 p.m.

Friday, May 21. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30
p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:57 p.m.

Shabbat, May 22 – Parashat Naso. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:58 p.m.

Friday, May 28. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30
p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 6:15 p.m.; Candle Lighting 9:05 p.m.

Shabbat, May 29 – Parashat Beha’alotecha. Morning Service in honour of Shaarey Zedek
Post-B’nai Mitzvah Students 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 10:07 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:15 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, May 28 at 9:06 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Behaalotcha. Mincha Service at

9:05 p.m Shabbat ends at 10:16 p.m
Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 9:10 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 4 at 9:13 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Shlach. Shabbat Mevarchim.

Mincha Service at 9:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:24 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:15 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Was Moses a Real Person?
Ask the Clergy

By 
Rabbi Lawrence M. Pinsker 



By MARTIN ZEILIG
Ed note: The following is a continuation of a

story from our April 21 issue. In the first part,
Yude Henteleff discussed a trip he took recent-
ly to Berlin and Poland to research prospective
content for the Museum of Human Rights.

“One of the other places I visited in Berlin
was the Museum Otto Weidt’s Workshop for
the Blind (Otto Weidt’s Blindenwerkstatt),” says
Henteleff.

During the Second World War the brush
manufacturer Otto Weidt employed mainly
blind and deaf Jews who produced brooms and
brushes here, says the museum’s official web-
site. “Various life stories testify to Otto Weidt’s
efforts to protect his Jewish employees from
persecution and deportation,” continues the
online explanation.

“As danger grew, he searched for hiding-
places for some of them. One of these hideouts
was in the rooms that are now part of the muse-
um. Otto Weidt was named as a righteous indi-
vidual by the Yad Vashem Institute.”

Henteleff stresses that even after the war, this
remarkable man supported the establishment of
a home for Jewish children and the elderly.

“The museum really is extraordinary because
it gives you a feeling for what he did and the
people he saved,” he says.

“And, being blind and deaf, they would have
been very early victims of the German killing
machine if not for Weidt.”

Another site that Henteleff admits affected him deeply was the
Topography of Terror – a huge area where the Gestapo, the S.S. and
the Reich Security main office were located in the 1930s and during
the war

“These were the central institutions of Nazi persecution and terror,”
he says.

“It was here that the Holocaust of European Jews and the systemat-
ic murder of others (including gays, Romas, Political opponents,
among others) was planned.”

Some of those buildings were damaged and partly destroyed near
the end of the war, and it eventually was turned into a large grassy
area showing nothing of its history, adds Henteleff.

“But, there are those in Germany who said this
is part of our history and must be exposed,” he
says.

“There has been much difference of opinion
between those who prefer to forget and those
who say never forget. A museum is now being
constructed which will reflect the total history of
the place.”

In the meantime, an exhibition outside the
construction site has displays in the most graph-
ic detail, from the early 1930s to the end of the
war, of all the ramifications of the acts of terror
and murder perpetrated by the S.S. and by all the
other parts of this police state throughout
Europe, Henteleff notes.

“It shakes one to the very bone,” he says.
“What is of such great concern is not only did

so many participate in this horror throughout
Germany, and by its supporters in other
European countries; but, that in most instances,
the general population stood by and did noth-
ing.”

Three other places he visited as part of Jewish
Berlin were the well known Jewish Museum of
Berlin, designed by renowned architect Daniel
Libeskind; the Memorial to the Murdered Jews of
Europe and its excellent museum; and, the Neue
(New) Synagogue, which was built in 1866.

“The synagogue is an exceptional structure
with a huge golden globe on top,” says
Henteleff, noting the synagogue has a museum
and a small functioning third floor synagogue.

“It’s recognizable from many parts of Berlin. It survived the destruc-
tion of synagogues, which took place all across Germany in 1938. The
local fire chief stopped the S.S. from burning it entirely, and all that
happened was that he was demoted to a small town. Only a small por-
tion of the synagogue has been restored.”

He even attended a Friday evening service at the synagogue.
“Most of the Jews were from outside Berlin, such as Hanover,” says

Henteleff, adding that he “could follow parts” of the German language
service because of his knowledge of Yiddish.

“But, the majority of people were visitors like me. It was an interest-
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Martin Zeilig

must have a cus-
tomer base
which the co-op
concept should

and could provide and assure.
A lot of people who do not keep kosher

themselves have assured me that if there was
a kosher butcher shop locally they would
probably patronize it. Such patronage could at
best be only occasional, since they are not
committed to keeping kosher. But if there was
some opportunity for reward, and the price
was reasonably in line and the quality was
consistently good, and there was the incentive
of a patronage dividend, we would stand the
chance of the kosher co-op butcher shop
being the preferred choice for the purchase by
these people of their hamburger, briskets and
chicken. As I have said before, it works for co-
op gas stations, so why should it not work for
butcher shops.

How do you try to assure the shop of patron-
age? It seems to me that if you sell member-
ships in the “co-op butcher shop”, you have
an easy instrument to sell and secure the
access to patronage. Every member is a poten-
tial customer. If you want more customers, so
you sell more memberships. Not only does
this give you a chance to securing a clientele
but it also raises necessary capital for the ven-
ture.

Kosher regulatory approval and
Community involvement

I do not know who these people (the
Moshgeuch) are, but they are reputed to be
difficult. They should be encouragers of the

concept and part of the solution, not part of
the problem.

Their “blessing” is needed, and they should
be paid; but it should be reasonable and
geared to success of the venture. I would sug-
gest say a 2¢ a pound fee. That would not add
prohibitively to the price. In the beginning it
may not pay the cost of a supervisor, but once
the venture is underway, it should provide a
fair amount of remuneration, and if that is not
enough, the community should pick up the
rest, as their contribution to establishing and
maintaining a kosher butcher shop in
Winnipeg to address the issues of pride for the
Winnipeg Jewish Community.

Community Involvement, Blessing and
Encouragement

The Federation should bless this. It should,
out of pride, be encouraging the establishment
of a kosher butcher shop in Winnipeg. 

They have not been officially asked. They
should be. In return, their active encourage-
ment should be forthcoming. By “active” I
mean vocal and obvious. Their leaders should
be lining up to be the first members of the co-
op.

What is required:
A business plan for the shop. How much

capital is required? How many customers
does a shop need to be successful? What are
the details of equipment needed, space,
where to locate? Does the butcher have to be
Jewish and observant?

The mechanics of setting up a co-op have to
be investigated.

Is the orthodox community in support of the

concept or will they prefer to continue with
their make shift present arrangements? If they
prefer their present mail order systems the pro-
ject will fail. They have to be enthusiastic. To
date, the response has been underwhelming.

At some point, a meeting of an organizing
committee will have to be convened to see if
the project can be successfully developed, at
which time a goodly number of the above
questions and issues will have to have answers
available.

While the kosher keeping community have
not been overwhelming in their response, per-
haps this is understandable in that they have
their systems and have made their accommo-
dations and they may see no need to change,
unless issues of price and quality might
encourage support.

There has been positive response from those
non kosher keeping Jews I have spoken to who
indicated they would support a shop out of
loyalty to the community if the price and qual-
ity issues were met.

The Kosher Butcher Shop should not be seen
as a competitor to places like Desserts Plus. It
should, instead, be looked upon as a source of
product for Deserts Plus. Deserts Plus could
become a member of the co-op, receive
patronage dividends and maybe volume dis-
counts.

Would you let me know if you would like to
see this matter go forward and would be pre-
pared to participate in an organizational meet-
ing to further this project, it I were to call one.

Allan Cantor

Kosher Butcher
(Cont. from page 5.)

Yude Henteleff in Berlin and Poland

YUDE HENTELEFF: “What is of such
great concern is not only did so many
participate in this horror throughout
Germany, and by its supporters in
other European countries; but, that in
most instances, the general population
stood by and did nothing.”

(Cont. on page 27. See “Yude Henteleff”.)
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ing mix of Orthodox and Conservative.
There has been a recent influx of Russian
Jews, but they have very little to do with
the Jewish community and have come pri-

marily for economic reasons. There was an Oneg Shabbat afterwards
followed by singing. It was totally heartwarming.”

In some way, his visit to the German capital was very difficult, com-
ments Henteleff, who did visit other parts of Berlin, including muse-
ums and galleries, and even attended a symphony concert.

“Because you knew what happened (during the Nazi period), you
feel torn by all sorts of emotions,” he says.

“Now, you see all sorts of prosperity. But, still, there’s denial, excus-
es, and rationalizations. For example, the younger generation say
‘Why visit on me what they (a previous generation) did?’ The response
given to them is ‘You can’t deny one’s history. It belongs to everyone.
You have to deal with it.’”

In fact, many of the younger generation are just finding out about
what their forbearers did, or should have done and didn’t do, com-
ments Henteleff, who states he was “very fortunate” to have been able
to see Judisches Berlin from Dr. Gerhardt Baader’s perspective as a Jew
who lived through the Holocaust in Austria.

“The museums are crowded with young
people,” he says.

“That’s why these institutions are so critical-
ly important. From what I was told, they are
beginning to be conscious of the incredible
void that the loss of German Jewry left in their
country.” After Berlin, Henteleff flew to
Warsaw where he met up with the other par-
ticipants.

“I’ve been to Yad Vashem (Holocaust muse-
um in Jerusalem) several times, and have visit-
ed the Washington Holocaust Museum and
the one in Montreal too,” says Henteleff,
adding that he’s also visited the Theresienstadt
“camp-ghetto” – which existed for three and a
half years, between November 24, 1941 and May 9, 1945 – in the for-
mer Czechoslovakia.

“But, I felt it most important, not only as a Jew but with respect to
the planned Holocaust Gallery in the CMHR to visit Auschwitz-
Birkenau, the Majdanek concentration camp in the Polish city of
Lublin, and the Plaszow concentration camp (10 kilometers outside
the city center of Krakow).”

Thus, Henteleff maintains, it was “critical” to accept the invitation
from the Simon Wiesenthal Centre to visit Poland not only for the fore-
going reasons but to get the views of those non-Jews, 14 out of the 23
people, who were on the trip.

The tour began on March 22 with a visit to the old Gesia Cemetery
in Warsaw.

“It was profoundly upsetting, as were so many other things in
Poland,” Henteleff stated.

“The cemetery was very old and beautiful and surrounded by a brick
wall. But, there was an open grassy area. That marked the place where
over 5000 unknown Jews were buried.”

Some other haunting memories of the trip:
Majdanek: 

“In visiting the gas chamber, we saw the peculiar green colour left
on the walls as a result of the killing gas. We learned that the death
the victims died was slow and agonizing. For those in the corner of the
room, it took close to 30 minutes before they died.”

Henteleff was also moved by the gigantic, circular Mausoleum at the
Majdanek Memorial Site. It stands at the end of the former “black
path” to the crematorium, a walkway that is now called the Road of
Homage in English. The structure was designed by architect and sculp-
tor Wiktor Tolkin, notes the Mausoleum website. 

The dome of the Mausoleum is pockmarked, as though it had suf-
fered bomb damage in the war. The English translation of the inscrip-
tion on the frieze of the dome reads “Let our fate be a warning to you.” 

“Under the dome is a huge circular area, shaped like a saucer, which
contained a huge mound of ashes of some of the victims at
Majdanek,” says Henteleff, noting that the Germans had been pack-
aging and selling the ash of human beings as fertilizer and didn’t have
time to dispose of it before the Soviets liberated the camp in early
1945.

“One has to realize that all the concentration camps we visited were
adjacent to towns and cities. So, it was clear there was widespread
knowledge of what was going on. One only had to see the chimneys
belching smoke 24 hours a day.”

One of the persons on the trip was a representative of the Polish
Ministry of Foreign Affairs who was asked what was the nature and
degree of anti-Semitism in Poland today.

“He said that the government didn’t keep records,” says Henteleff.
“But, there was an NGO that did so to the best of their ability. He

said that anti-Semitism in Poland was no worse that in other parts of

Europe. But, one person said, ‘There are hardly any Jews left in
Poland. What is the reason for the continued anti-Semitism?’ And the
Polish official just shook his head.” Cracow-Kazimierz:

On a visit to Oskar Schindler’s factory, Henteleff’s group learned that
“Schindler had become a member of the Nazi Party before Hitler’s
Joseph Goebbels, Hitler’s propaganda minister.”

Henteleff describes Schindler as a very complex and devious char-
acter – an opportunist involved in an extraordinary range of business
and always in transactions with the Nazis to improve his financial
condition.

“But, he did save 1200 Jews,” he acknowledges.

Plaszow: 
“When the Germans realized the war was lost, they burnt and

removed all the buildings and exhumed the bodies from the burial pits
and burned them all,” says Henteleff.

“To me, this was most important because it an acknowledgement
thtory,” says Henteleff, slowly shaking his head in disbelief while gaz-
ing out his office window.

“As you walk through building after building, you keep asking your-
self the question: Why? Why? Why? How could anyone be possessed

of such a state of mind to do what they did
to millions of people simply because they
were Jews or Romas or gays or mentally
handicapped. You see the mounds of hair
made into blankets, all the prosthetics torn
from limbs, mounds of eyeglasses, hun-
dreds of thousands of shoes and piles of dis-
carded suitcases.

“You picture the individuals and you’re
shaken to your very soul. When you look at
all this against a background of what has
since happened in Rwanda, Somalia,
Kosovo, the Congo, Cambodia (under the
Khmer Rouge), and widespread acts of anti-
Semitism, you say to yourself, ‘It happened

once and it can happen again.’ That was never out of your mind.”

Warsaw:
The group visited the site where the Polish government is building

the Museum of the History of Polish Jews – 1000 years of Jewish
History in Poland.

“In many ways, it will be of equal importance to Yad Vashem and the
U.S. Holocaust Museum,” Henteleff noted.

“It’s dedicated to preserving the legacy of Jewish life in Poland since
the 13th century. It will be a magnificent structure sharing the history
of the millions that died.”

Concluding comments: “What I came away with from all of this was
a total feeling of despair keeping in mind the continued rage of anti-
Semitism even where there are no Jews. You ask yourself many ques-
tions. One of the first questions was they killed Jews once and isn’t
once enough? Now, they want to kill us again, with anti-Semitism
occurring even in places where there are no more Jews. Nothing but
extermination seems to satisfy those who hate Jews and for no good
reason.”

Henteleff shared those thoughts with Max Eisen, whose response
was: “The companion of despair has to be hope. If you lose hope, you
might as well die. In order to feel hope, you have to fully understand
the reality of what the past has to tell us. That’s why everybody, regard-
less of who they are, must go to visit those concentration camps.”

Or, at the very least, visit Yad Vashem, the U.S. Holocaust Museum,
or the Holocaust Gallery in the CMHR when it opens in 2012. 

“We must all become the story tellers of the Holocaust,” says
Henteleff.

“That is our duty otherwise we betray those who were consumed by
the Holocaust.”

“Now, you see all sorts of
prosperity. But, still, there’s denial,
excuses, and rationalizations. For

example, the younger generation say
‘Why visit on me what they (a
previous generation) did?’ The

response given to them is ‘You can’t
deny one’s history. It belongs to

everyone. You have to deal with it.’”

Yude Henteleff
(Cont. from page 26.)

Graffiti in Rome mocks Anne Frank
ROME (JTA) – A scrawled swastika and graffiti that mocks Anne

Frank have drawn outraged reactions from Rome’s mayor, Jewish
leaders and other officials. 

The graffiti was discovered Wednesday on a wall near an old fort
in an outlying district, where the Nazis executed anti-fascists in
1943 and 1944. A park near the fort was dedicated last year to vic-
tims of Nazism and fascism. 

The graffiti’s epithet used a play on words with Anne Frank’s name
to read “Anne Frank didn’t get away with it.” In Italian, the phrase to
make something “franca” means to get away with it. 

Rome Mayor Gianni Alemanno called the incident “obscene and
shameful.” He said it “offends the memory of those who paid with
their lives for one of the most aberrant forms of racial discrimina-
tion.”
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY 19

MAX SHIFFMAN
Max Shiffman - Born in Winnipeg, Mb. Oct.3rd,

1919, passed away in Oak Park, Illinois April 21st,
2010 of complications from Parkinson’s Disease.

He is survived by his wife of 62 year, Madeline(nee
Brodsky), daughter Karen (Chicago) and son Joel
(Nancy) of Pasadena, Ca. Loving grandfather of Jennie
(De) Lai and Sean (Elizabeth) Shiffman. Great Grand-
father of Jake, Emma, Andres & Ananda. Also sur-
vived by brothers Norman (Roslyn) Anaheim, Ca and
Frank (Myrna) Winnipeg, Mb. sister Judy Cohen (Burt)
Los Angeles, Ca. Predeceased by his parents Kate &
Louis Shiffman, brothers Ben & wife Lily, Dave &
wife Margatet. Max served in the Canadian Army
(Royal Canadian Artillery) during WWII. serving in
France, Belgium, Holland and Germany. Funeral serv-
ice from Temple Har Zion, River Forest, Il. Interment
Westlawn Cemetary on Friday April 23rd, 2010.

HARVEY HYMAN KANE
January 13th, 1925–May 4th, 2010

It is with deep sadness that the family of Harvey
Hyman Kane announce his passing on Tuesday, May
4th. 2010.

The family is most appreciative of the care provided
to Harvey during his residency with Age Care, The
Beverly Centre in Calgary.

Our heartfelt thanks to Sari Shernofsky, the Jewish
Community Chaplain of Calgary for her caring spir-
itual support to Harvey through his last days.

Burial was on Thursday, May 6th in Winnipeg at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetry. Rabbi L.M. Pinsker offici-
ated at the graveside service. Family Shiva was held in
Toronto.

delandes ad

Unveiling

The family of the late
EILEEN

TESSLER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 30, 2010
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late
LEAH

POSNER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Friday, June 4, 2010
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

The family of the late
ZIONA
LEVIN

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the

unveiling of a plaque
dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, May 30, 2010

at 10:30 a.m.
at the

Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

In loving memory of
BEN BUDD

who passed away
May 27, 1988

11 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather and

great-grandfather
WOLFE CONNER

who passed away
May 24, 1988

8 Days in Sivan
Your memory is our keepsake,
From which we'll never part.
God has you in his keeping,
We have you in our hearts.
— With tears in our eyes and
an ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-second candle in
your beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
PAUL FOX
who passed away

May 27, 1979
1 Day in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY GOOT

who passed away
May 27, 1954

24 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered by Fran,
Bev and families.

In loving memory of
FAYE

GORENSTEIN
who passed away

May 31, 2001
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY

KEMEL-KOZAK
who passed away

May 29, 2001
7 days in Sivan

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MAX MAYERS
who passed away

May 20, 1996
— Deeply loved and deeply
missed by your wife Tunia,
sons Morris and Irwin and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
SANDY MILLER

who passed away
June 6, 1990

13 days in Sivan
So much we wish you could
have shared with us.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Frank, children Marshall &
Na’ama, Jeff & Shaun,
Hayley, Hartley & Marni,
grandchildren Samantha,
Matthew, Maya and
Mackenzie, family and friends.

20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

Zaida
ISADORE (IZZY)

MINUK
who passed away

May 21, 1991
8 Days in Sivan (5751)

In mind a constant thought
In heart, a silent sorrow
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by your loving
wife, Ruth, children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN

PIERCE
who passed away

June 7, 1965
7 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LOUISE MAY

SEGAL
who passed away

June 7, 2006
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY 26

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

29th Yahrzheit       25th Yahrzheit

MALKE LEVIT
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

VELODIE LEVIT
who passed away

July 1, 1985
13 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Your loving family.

In Memoriam

LILY LITMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1992
10 Days in Sivan

JOSEPH LITMAN
who passed away
August 25, 1992
27 Days in Av

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ETHEL STAR

who passed away
June 10, 1992

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
GERTIE SILVER

who passed away
June 28, 2005
21 Sivan, 5765

—Sadly missed by your
Husband, Children, Grand-
children, Great-grandchildren
and friends.

Deadline for the
June 2 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Friday, May 28

In loving memory of
MORRIS APPEL

who passed away
June 23,1986

16 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rose,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MAX

CHOCHINOV
who passed away

May 27, 1979
1st Day in Sivan

— Lovingly remembered by
his children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
42nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MAX

FOSSANER
who passed away

June 12, 1968
16 days in Sivan

Your warm, gentle nature and
unfailing good humor will
always be remembered.
— Your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ETHEL PADDY

KATZ
who passed away

June 3, 2007
17 day of Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughters,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
HARRY

LASKER
who passed away

May 31, 2007
14 Days in Sivan

— Loved and remembered
forever by his wife, son,
daughter-in-law, grand-
children, sister, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CLARA LESZCZ

who passed away
May 24, 1994

14 Days in Sivan
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BEATRICE
MARKSON

who passed away
May 30, 1986

22 Days in Iyar, 5746
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL RUBIN
who passed away

June 29, 1943
26 Days inSivan

It is with deep heartfelt sorrow, we especially remember at this time
of the year, our beautiful parents and grandparents for whom no
sacrifice for family and others was too great. They are with us every
day of the year. We shall never forget them.
— Sons Dave and Harold, daughter Lil Cohen, and their
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

TILLIE RUBIN
who passed away

June 11, 1987
14 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

35th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of our

beloved Mother and Baba
FRAYDA

RUBINFELD
who passed away

May 28, 1975
18 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered by her
loving daughter Toby, Doreen,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BERT SETTLER

who passed away
May 27, 2002

16 Days in Sivan
— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

U.S. Jewish
leaders to

Netanyahu:
Withdraw

conversion bill
JERUSALEM (JTA) –

Jewish leaders sent a
letter to Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu urging the
withdrawal of a pro-
posed conversion bill
it called “disastrous to
the unity of the Jewish
people.” 

The letter, signed by
the leader of the
Jewish Federations of
North America and
the heads of the
Conservative, Reform
and Reconstructionist
movements and their
rabbinical arms, says
the proposed conver-
sion bill will fail to
ease the bottleneck in
the conversion
process that affects
thousands of olim
from the former
Soviet Union and
“will dangerously
alter the Law of
Return by consolidat-
ing conversion power
in the hands of the
Chief Rabbinate in
ways that would be
disastrous to the unity
of the Jewish people.” 

The letter follows a
visit to the United
States by bill sponsor
David Rotem and
Deputy Foreign
Minister Danny
Ayalon to meet with
leaders of U.S. Jewry
to garner support for
the bill. 

Delivered to
Netanyahu’s office on
Monday, the letter
says that the bill’s
granting the power of
conversion solely to
the Chief Rabbinate,
which is Orthodox,
disregards the conver-
sions of 85 percent of
Diaspora Jewry. 

“It will undoubtedly
alienate many North
American Jews from
Israel widening an
already precarious
and growing rift that
should concern us
all,” read the letter. 

“We are fully com-
mitted to a secure
Israel, safe from the
threats she coura-
geously faces each
day. Yet, the proposed
conversion law
offends with its disre-
gard for any religious
authority outside the
Chief Rabbinate. As
strongly as we support
Israel, we oppose this
law,” the letter said. 

Israeli
news
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Jerusalem in the news

Netanyahu: ‘We will continue to build’ in Jerusalem
√tinue to build in Jerusalem, Benjamin

Netanyahu said during the state ceremony
marking Jerusalem Day. 

“We will continue to build and be built in
Jerusalem,” the prime minister said
Wednesday during the ceremony on
Ammunition Hill. “We will continue to
develop, plan and create in Jerusalem. We
cannot develop in a divided city.” 

Jerusalem Day marks the date on the
Hebrew calendar that Israeli forces captured
eastern Jerusalem during the 1967 Six-Day
War, thus reuniting the city. 

More than 2,500 police officers and sol-
diers were deployed around Jerusalem on
Tuesday night and Wednesday during cere-
monies and events to mark Jerusalem Day. 

Thousands of people, including yeshiva and
seminary students from throughout the coun-
try, participated in the annual flag march
through Jerusalem late Wednesday afternoon,
ending at the Western Wall. 

One group of youth participating in the
march accidentally entered the Arab neighborhood of Shuafat and
was pelted with stones by local residents. 

Also Wednesday, Israeli Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said in
Tokyo during an official visit to Japan that “normal life” would con-
tinue in Jerusalem. 

“There is no agreement about freezing building in east Jerusalem
and normal life in Jerusalem will continue as in every other city in
Israel,” he told reporters. 

On Tuesday evening, Netanyahu addressed a Jerusalem Day rally at
the Mercaz Harav yeshiva in Jerusalem. 

“The struggle for Jerusalem is a struggle for the truth,” he said. “The
truth is that Jerusalem is the very air that our people breathe. We have
an unbreakable bond with Jerusalem – one that has lasted thousands
of years; over 3,000 years to be precise. We never ever relinquished
that bond.” 

Netanyahu said that under Israel, all religions have free access to
Jerusalem. 

“We are not banishing anyone, we are not removing anyone,
because the second half of the truth is that no other people has the
connection the people of Israel have with Jerusalem and Zion,” he
said. “However, there was also no other people that allowed other
religions freedom of worship and freedom of access to the holy places
other than the people of Israel. When we renewed our hold over all
parts of the city, we renewed freedom of worship and allowed the
members of all religions to pray and follow their faith under Israeli
sovereignty.” 

Barak to Palestinian, Israeli leaders: Stop Jerusalem rhetoric
JERUSALEM (JTA May 13) – Ehud Barak

called on Israeli government ministers and
Palestinian officials to dial back the rhetoric
on building in eastern Jerusalem. 

In a statement released Thursday “(i)n
response to expressions published this morn-
ing from ministers according to which Israel
will continue to build in Arab neighborhoods
in eastern Jerusalem despite the request from
the United States not to do so at this stage,”
Israel’s defense minister and leader of the left-
wing Labor Party asked the leaders to “act
responsibly and avoid harsh or provocative
statements on Jerusalem.” 

Barak’s call follows statements by Israeli
ministers such as Interior Minister Eli Yishai of
the Shas Party, who was quoted in a Shas
publication as saying that “We will build
everywhere in Jerusalem, the eternal capital
of our homeland, and this is my clarification
to our allies and friends the Americans.” He
reiterated his statements from the article on
Thursday. 

On Wednesday, Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman said in Tokyo
during an official visit to Japan that “normal life” would continue in
Jerusalem. 

“There is no agreement about freezing building in east Jerusalem
and normal life in Jerusalem will continue as in every other city in
Israel,” he told reporters. 

During the official state ceremony Wednesday in honor of Jerusalem
Day, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said that “We will continue

to build and be built in Jerusalem. We will
continue to develop, plan and create in
Jerusalem. We cannot develop in a divided
city.” 

“These comments harm Israel’s interests,
both with regard to the United States and to
the international community,” Barak said in
Thursday’s statement. “These remarks make
Israel look like it refuses to make peace and
erode Israel’s international reputation.” 

The Palestinians have claimed eastern
Jerusalem as the capital of a future Palestinian
state. They have threatened to suspend newly
started indirect peace talks if Israel permits
new Jewish construction in eastern Jerusalem. 

The Orthodox Union denounced Barak’s
statement, saying in a statement released by
Nathan Diament, its director of public policy,
that “In a time in which Israel’s enemies deny
the Jewish connection to Jerusalem, and
international leaders regularly call for the re-
division of the holy city, we cannot abide and
must denounce the suggestion that leaders of
Israel do anything other than clearly assert the
deep historic and spiritual connection of the
Jews to Jerusalem.” 

PA to U.S.: Israel violating talks terms
JERUSALEM (JTA May 11) – The Palestinian

Authority accused Israel of violating the terms
of newly started indirect peace talks. 

Two days after the start of proximity talks
with Israel, the first peace negotiations
between Israel and the Palestinians in 18
months, the Palestinian Authority on Monday
reported to the United States that Israel is
allowing the construction of homes in an
eastern Jerusalem neighborhood. 

The construction of 14 homes in the Ras el-
Amud neighborhood of eastern Jerusalem
was reported Sunday by Peace Now. 

A senior Israeli official told Haaretz that the
homes were being built privately and that the
government had no authority to stop it. 

The plan for the land on which an old Israeli
police station formerly sat and which is
owned by an American businessman includes
104 housing units, Peace Now said. The plans
also reportedly include a swimming pool, community library, syna-
gogue, kindergartens and a mikveh. The project would link to two
other Jewish enclaves in the neighborhood. 

Some 14,000 Palestinians live in Ras el-Amud. 
Meanwhile, in a statement released late Sunday, Jerusalem Mayor

Nir Barkat rejected reports that Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu had promised not to build in an eastern Jerusalem neigh-
borhood for the next two years. 

“The real test is the test of actions, Barkat said. “The Municipality of
Jerusalem continues to promote planning and construction throughout
the city for all its residents – Jews, Christians, and Muslims. We expect
that the Israeli Government will react to the public demand of both
the Arab and Jewish sectors and enable the construction of housing for
the young population that is leaving the city because of a shortage of
affordable housing. 

“We trust that the Prime Minister will not allow a freeze in Jerusalem
– not in words and not in actions.” 

Jerusalem named a top travel destination
JERUSALEM (JTA May 13) – Jerusalem was named one of the world’s

top 10 travel destinations for culture and sightseeing. 
The TripAdvisor Travelers’ Choice award for Jerusalem, the only city

in the Middle East and Africa to receive the honor, was announced
Wednesday. 

TripAdvisor lists several sites in Jerusalem as must-see for travelers,
including the Western Wall, Temple Mount, Yad Vashem Holocaust
Memorial and the City of David. 

About 317,000 visitors entered Israel in April, a 26 percent increase
over the same month last year. 

TripAdvisor features more than 30 million traveler reviews and opin-
ions on vacation destinations around the world. It attracts more than
9 million viewers per month. 

Other destinations on the top 10 list include London, New York City,
Paris, Rome and Washington, D.C. Also, Florence and Venice, in Italy;
Istanbul, Turkey; and Siem Reap, Cambodia. 
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will continue to
develop, plan and
create in Jerusalem.
We cannot develop
in a divided city.”
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Minister will not
allow a freeze in
Jerusalem – not in
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By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This Wednesday and Thursday we celebrate

the holiday of Shavuot. Shavuot is, in a sense,
the most important of all Jewish holidays, yet
it is an unknown and misunderstood entity to
many people. With the loss of traditional
Jewish values, Shavuot has suffered more than
other Jewish holidays.

Shavuot commemorates the event of Sinai. It
is celebrated on the day that the entire Jewish
Nation gathered at the foot of Mount Sinai
and listened as G-d spoke the Ten
Commandments. Afterwards, Moses ascended
the mountain for forty days to learn the rest of
Torah. That is why the holiday of Shavuot is
described in the Siddur as the “Time of Giving
the Torah.”

The definition of the word “Torah” as under-
stood by Jewish tradition is very different from
the way people think of it today. Most people
would describe the Torah to be the scroll of
parchment that contains the Five Books of
Moses and is placed in the ark at the front of
the synagogue. But that is a very narrow defi-
nition.

To gentiles the word of G-d is confined to
the Bible. But in Jewish tradition the word of
G-d is much more inclusive. In addition to the
words written on the parchment scroll, G-d
taught Moses a vast body of divine teaching

that comprises all of Jewish law. In addition,
Moses provided a system of logical deduction
through which the original body of law is to
be applied to any and every situation by
Jewish sages. All of these laws and interpreta-
tions form a huge and fascinating study that
comprises the true Jewish “Torah.”

Torah, therefore, includes the following: The
Mishnah and Talmud, the Midrash, the com-
mentaries of Rashi, Tosefot, the codes of
Maimonides and Karo, the Kabbalah, Jewish
ethics, tens of thousands of the rulings of
scholars on questions of Jewish law and tens
of thousands of deep analysis of the Talmud
and its commentaries.

All of these are called Torah. And it would
take more than a lifetime to complete studying
them all. Yet, this is the most fascinating and
pleasurable part of Jewish traditional life. To
engage one’s mind in intellectually stimulat-
ing challenges is a truly rewarding experi-
ence. Unfortunately, many Jews are totally
unaware of this dimension to the Jewish reli-
gion. People know that observant Jews pray,
believe in G-d, observe the Sabbath and eat
kosher but they do not know that it is also a
religious imperative to delve with one’s brain
into Jewish learning.

I am not referring to discussion groups. Many
people enjoy participating in discussion groups

where everyone is
able to voice an opin-
ion on the topic at
hand. But that is not

true learning. A layman would not dare voice
his own opinion on serious health issues, while
attending a lecture by a medical expert.
Because he knows that he must be much more
knowledgeable before attempting to voice an
opinion on a matter where knowledge and
expertise is crucial. Judaism is no different.
There is tremendous depth and richness that we
must absorb before voicing credible opinions.

But most people are not aware of how much
learning is important to Jewish life. Largely
that is because by assimilating into the sur-
rounding cultures, Jews have begun to under-
stand religion in the same way as our gentile
neighbors. They see religion as being faith and
prayer, attending a place of worship and
observing the Sabbath. Intellectual engage-
ment is a unique Jewish religious experience
and people have lost touch with it. And that is
the key reason that Shavuot, the holiday of
Torah study, is a forgotten holiday.

There is a story told about a rabbi that was
fired because he stayed up late nights, study-
ing Torah. The synagogue’s executive
informed the rabbi that they hired him with
the assumption that he had completed his
studies, not that he was still in the midst of
studying. That is a typical attitude of people
that don’t have a clue about what Jewish life is
about. There is no end to studying.

So Chabad and others in this community are
working hard to make Winnipeg a major cen-
ter of Jewish learning. If we all work together,
this will become a reality.
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Torah comment

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

WINNIPEG BEACH
Summer luxury!

Modern spacious 3 bdr.
cottage on a scenic lot, near
the Marina, a short walk from

beaches & town.
All the amenities of home.
Features incl. A/C, 4 pce.

bath, D/W, B-BQ, firepit, front
& back cedar decks & lrg.

screened sunroom.
 $800/wk.

Please call 771-9376

COTTAGE FOR RENT

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.
952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

WANTED TO RENT

Cottage in Winnipeg
Beach/Gimli

for the month of July
Cheryl 791-9698

Shavuot – a celebration of Jewish learning

Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available

to anyone with a question about coping
with contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s
wise. She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s
on your side. Everybody needs one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
My god-granddaughter is a very gifted

writer. She’s won awards in contests, and, at
age 11 is the youngest person ever accepted

into a summer program for aspiring writers. The tuition is steep so we
came up with a fund-raising idea. We bound a chapbook with twen-
ty of her poems, sent it to thirty of my friends and family, and hoped.
We included self-addressed reply envelopes for people to contribute,
and included a cover letter explaining her goals, the opportunity, etc.
Today in the mail she got a very, very nasty anonymous reply from
someone using one of my envelopes. It chastised her for being self-
ish and self-indulgent, said she was a bad writer, and that it was rude
to ask others to fund her training. I cannot believe someone I know
would write this to an 11-year old. I think I know who did it (the
drunken wife of a colleague), but how can I be sure?
Horrified

Dear Horrified:
Unless the person confesses you may never know. Start by telling

the story to people you are virtually certain are not the anonymous
critic. Ask if they had time to read the poetry and what they
thought. Preface with, I don’t care if you gave money, I’m just curi-
ous what you think of her writing. Once you feel they’re innocent,
tell the story. Then widen the circle. Implicitly you’re crossing folks
off your list until there’s a small group of maybes. 

Ultimately I think your gut is going to tell you the answer, as
imprecise a solution as that is, and as bad a model of jurispru-
dence as it may sound. But the truth is the minute someone sounds
a false note, your tone with them will change. You may even break
calm demeanor and ask outright, Did you send her a note? Try to
stop there. If necessary, you can ask the colleague outright, Did
you reply? His/her answer may tell you a lot. Once you do feel cer-
tain, I suspect you’ll not be as enthused about spending time with
them. Comfort your grand-daughter that there will always be crit-
ics in her chosen profession, as well as jerks. Be true to her self
and her art; all else passes.

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do?
What do you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem
solving. Send your questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmoth-
er.com 

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER
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Arts & Entertainment

COMING TO WIN
NIPEG!

5 SHOWS ONLY • JU
LY 14–17

Presenting Sponsor

LIMITED TIME OFFER!
BUY BY MAY 15
& SAVE

$10*
*Must use code
HOTFLASH!

The #1 Girls’ Night Ou
t!

Off Broadway’s Original Menopause Musical

PERFE
CT

MOTH
ER’S

DAY G
IFT!

This Hilarious musical parody will have you cheering and dancing

in the aisles! It’s definitely not “The Silent Passage” anymore!

See what nearly 11 million worldwide are laughing about!

“Maybe The Most Popular Show In Vegas”
- J. Fink, Las Vegas Sun

FOR TICKETS CALL:

204-780-3333
or online @

BURTON CUMMINGS THEATRE
364 Smith Street • Between Ellice & Notre Dame

Plenty of Easy Parking

FOR DISCOUNTS ON GROUPS OF 10+
CALL: 1-866-447-7849
BONUS:: BUYY 155 TICKETSS -- GETT 11 FREE!

www.MenopauseOutLoud.com

*Must use code HOTFLASH. 2 tickets required.
Limit 6 tickets. Not valid on previously purchased tickets
or with any other offers. Offer expires May 15, 2010.

Hot Flash!
Menopause Out Loud™

Off Broadway’s Original Menopause Musical
Performing at the Burton Cummings Theatre

July 14th – 17th

April 2010 – It’s time to kick-up those high heels. Off Broadway’s original
menopause musical will be in Winnipeg for five performances. This interna-
tional sensation will be at the Burton Cummings Theatre, July 14th – 17th.

Set in a department store, where four women with seemingly nothing in
common but a black lace bra meet by chance at a lingerie sale. The all-
female cast laughs about their woeful hot flashes, forgetfulness, mood
swings, wrinkles, night sweats and chocolate binges. A sisterhood is created
between these diverse women as they realize that menopause is no longer
The Silent Passage! It is a stage in every woman’s life that is perfectly normal! 

Menopause Out Loud™ is the work of writer and producer, Jeanie Linders.
The 90-minute celebration includes parodies from classics songs from the
‘60s and ‘70s and ‘80s. 

Burton Cummings Theatre
364 Smith Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3B 2H2

July 14th – 17th
Wednesday - Friday performances at 8:00 p.m.

Saturday performances at 2:00 pm and 8:00 p.m.
To purchase tickets call: (204) 780-3333 or visit www.TicketMaster.ca

Tickets $52.00, $46.75, $41.50 + $1.00 facility fee and TicketMaster fees
Group discount available for 10 or more: 1-866-447-7849

Purchase 15 tickets – Get 1 FREE!
The show has launched a women’s movement that has superseded enter-

tainment and become a must-see event. It is estimated that nearly 11 million
women have attended a performance since the 2001 opening in Orlando,
Florida. Inspired by a hot flash and a bottle of wine, writer and producer
Jeanie Linders created the show as a celebration of women who are on the
brink of, in the middle of, or have survived “The Change”. “Most women
know intuitively that every other woman is experiencing hot flashes or night
sweats,“ says Linders. “There is always a close friend or two who can sym-
pathize or identify with her, but when they are sitting in a theatre with hun-
dreds of other women, all laughing and shouting‚ ‘That’s me! That’s me on
stage!’ they know what they are experiencing is normal. They aren’t
alone…or crazy. It becomes a sisterhood.” Since its first performance, the
show has evolved as a grassroots movement of women who deal with life
after 40 and all the challenges that result from the mental, physical, and spir-
itual freedom of being a woman.

Menopause Out Loud™, known as Menopause The Musical® outside of
Canada, has entertained audiences across the United States in more than
250 cities and around the world in a total of 14 countries. Each week
women of all ages and stages find their spirits lifted by the show’s light-heart-
ed celebration of menopause. 

www.MenopauseOutloud.com

By AMI EDEN
NEW YORK (JTA) – Early on in the Talmudic tractate of Taanit, Rabbi

Yitzchak causes a bit of stir when, in the name of Rabbi Yochanan, he
declares: “Jacob our father did not die.”

Rav Nachman rejects the idea with a sharp retort, asking: “Was it
then for nothing that they mourned Jacob and the embalmers
embalmed him and the grave-diggers buried him?”

Most rabbinic commentators essentially end up siding with Rav
Nachman, albeit more politely, by treating Rabbi Yitzchak’s comment
metaphorically, as some sort of moral teaching about the righteous liv-
ing on through our memories of their good deeds. But what if we were
to take the comment literally?

The first question we might ask is, “If Jacob never died, then where
exactly has he been all these years?”

Of course, for those of us with a standing appointment Tuesday
nights, one potential answer is obvious: He’s living on a mysterious
island somewhere in the South Pacific, fishing, weaving and spending
the rest of his days saving the world by keeping a satanic smoke mon-
ster all bottled up.

No, that’s not from Rashi. It’s a reference to “Lost,” ABC’s groundbreak-
ing show about a plane that crashes on the weirdest, not-so-deserted
island you could imagine, the keeper of which is an enigmatic, ancient
but young-looking man (we think he’s human, or at least used to be)
named Jacob. That smoky thing? Might just be his brother – meaning, like
his biblical counterpart, “Lost” Jacob has serious sibling rivalry issues. And
did we mention that the series is shaping up to be primarily about his
search for a replacement? The leading candidate: a plane-crash survivor
named ... wait for it ... Jack Shephard. (Jacob the shepherd, get it?)

OK. OK. It’s a stretch. Yes, the creators of “Lost” clearly want us
chewing on the biblical reference. But they have had us chewing on
plenty of unrelated references since the beginning. With just one
episode and the 2 1/2-hour finale May 23 left by the time you read
this, it seems increasingly clear that they have no plans (thank good-
ness) to offer up a unifying theory for the show as an exact metaphor
for some other literary or religious work.

So why dwell on the Jacob thing? Because the parallel holds – not
so much between the two Jacobs themselves but the experience of
pondering them.

For Losties (think Trekkies, but cooler), watching the show is an exer-
cise in probing a mix of literary, religious and philosophical allusions,
wrestling with existential and moral questions, and, of course, enjoying
great storytelling about compelling characters. It’s not much different
from studying Torah –
an experience
marked by depth,
meaning and
intrigue, once you get
the hang of it.

Don’t believe me?
Next Tuesday night

will be the last one
with a new episode
of “Lost” (the finale
is airing the follow-
ing Sunday). An hour
or two later, many
synagogues will be
marking the holiday
of Shavuot with
Torah study through-
out the night.

What Jack would-
n’t give for a sign
like that. So check
out a shul near you.

You’re going to
need something to
do when “Lost”
ends.

Ami Eden is editor
in chief of JTA. If this
column no longer
makes sense after
the May 11 episode
“Across the Sea,”
just pretend you’re
reading it in a
“Lost”-style flash-
back.

“Lost” – Popular TV show may
harbour secret Jewish connection

El Al 815? 
By JTA Staff 

NEW YORK (JTA) – In the final season of
“Lost,” the show has explored an alternative
reality, defined to some degree by what would
have happened to the main characters had
Oceanic 815 from Sydney to Los Angeles not
crashed on the island. 

In that spirit, what if the plane had gone
down but it had been an El Al flight? 

Well, the plane never would have crashed
because the El Al pilots would have been able
to perform evasive maneuvers. But if it had ... 

* Jack would not have been the only doctor. 
* John Locke would have been named

Yeshayahu Leibowitz. 
* Sayid would have never made it on to the

plane. 
* Instead of Sayid’s makeshift radio, some of

the Israeli passengers would have set up a
high-speed Internet link. 

* Some Lubavitcher would have shown up
before long to open up a Chabad house. 

* There would be more than just one reck-
lessly driven German-made vehicle on the
road. 

* The existence of a nuclear weapon on the
island never would have been acknowledged. 

* Gratuitous shots of Kate in her underwear
would be replaced by quick peeks of haredi
women sans sheitels. 

* The island suddenly would have attracted
the attention of the entire world, with the
United Nations accusing the passengers of
illegally occupying territory and using dispro-
portionate force to fend off attacks by the
Others.

BUY BY MAY 22


