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The violent protests by Hamas-
incited Palestinians on Monday,
May 14 and measures taken by
Israel Defense Forces in reaction
to those protests boiled over into
heated reactions from critics of
Israel and its defenders alike.

Here in Canada, Prime Minister
Trudeau’s criticism of Israeli
actions led to equally angry reac-
tions from a host of Canadian
Jewish organizations. Following
is the text of Prime Minister’s
statement, issued on May 16: 

“Canada deplores and is grave-
ly concerned by the violence in
the Gaza Strip that has led to a
tragic loss of life and injured
countless people. We are appalled that Dr.
Tarek Loubani, a Canadian citizen, is among
the wounded – along with so many unarmed
people, including civilians, members of the
media, first responders, and children.

“We are doing everything we can to assist
Dr. Loubani and his family, and to determine
how a Canadian citizen came to be injured. We
are engaging with Israeli officials to get to the

bottom of these events.
“Reported use of excessive force and live

ammunition is inexcusable. It is imperative we
establish the facts of what is happening in
Gaza. Canada calls for an immediate indepen-
dent investigation to thoroughly examine the
facts on the ground – including any incitement,
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Violence at Gaza border with Israel leads
to angry exchange on CBC Radio,

followed by criticism of Prime Minister
Trudeau’s statement on the violence

By BERNIE BELLAN

Of all the lousy luck – a gala
evening that had been long in
the planning happened to coin-

cide with what was, to that point, the
most important game in Winnipeg
Jets’ history. 

It was Game 7 of the Jets-Nashville
series. Knowing that many of those
who would be in attendance would be
checking their phones all during the
evening, the decision was made by
JCFS gala planners to try to accom-
modate the many hockey fans who
were in attendance at the JCFS
“Community of Caring” gala on May
10th.

MC Rabbi Matthew Leibl told the
almost sold-out Convention Centre
crowd that “We have tried to plan this
evening so that the main entertain-
ment and the main speeches coincide
with intermissions in the hockey
game.”

Actually, that particular plan worked to perfection – at least for the first peri-
od of the game, as attendees who were at that point eating their dinners, were
able to see the Jets score two quick goals – culminating in the yanking of
Nashville goalie Pekka Rinne.  The game continued to be shown at various
intervals during the evening, but by then it was all anticlimactic, as the Jets
had the game well in hand once they scored those two first-period goals.

As if to underscore the importance of the game, Rabbi Leibl unveiled a spe-
cial Winnipeg Jets tallit,  which he kept on the whole time he served as MC.

But, frivolity aside, the purpose of the evening was a serious one. The gala
was intended to help raise money toward funding mental health and addiction
programs run by  JCFS. As Rabbi Leibl noted in his introductory remarks,
“there is a need to fight against the stigma of mental health and addiction
issues and provide supports.”

In his own remarks, JCFS Executive Director Al Benarroch noted that “all
Jews are responsible for one another. The idea of collective responsibility is

one of the central ideas in Jewish
life.”

Yet, Benarroch conceded that there
are issues other than mental health
and addiction that one might rightful-
ly argue should claim a priority when
it comes to JCFS allocating resources,
including the needs of seniors, new-
comers to the community, and fami-
lies in crisis, for instance.

Why is it, therefore, that JCFS was
seeking to focus on mental health and
addictions? Benarroch asked. The rea-
son, he said, is that “mental health and
wellness is not just a program at
JCFS; it’s the thread that runs through
everything we do…Good mental
health is helping people become
whole again.”

While the demands being placed on
JCFS for help in treating mental

health and addiction issues have grown considerably over the years,
Benarroch said “It’s a good news story actually. People are coming to us for
help” whereas before many of those same people would not have had the
courage or the motivation to seek help. 

“But,” Benarrroch said, “our resources are stretched.”
“Our hope tonight,” he continued, “is not just that we’ve raised money to

move forward, but that all of you can start a conversation about mental health
issues.”

In fact, several members of the audience were individuals who had benefit-
ted from JCFS programs for people with mental health and addiction issues,
Benarroch said. “Some of the clients who have benefitted from JCFS pro-
grams are here tonight,” he observed.

Following Benarroch’s remarks, JCFS President Danita Aziza gave her own
brief remarks. Most
notable in what Aziza

Jewish Child & Family Service Gala runs up against Game 7 of 
Jets-Nashville series…and manages to come out ahead!

Continued on page 16. See “JCFS Gala”.

Continued on page 6. See “Violence at Gaza
border”.

CAROL OFF
CBC “As it Happens”
host began interview
with Michael Oren ask-
ing: “Deputy Minister
Oren, is there any limit to
the number of
Palestinians that Israel is
willing to shoot and kill?”

MICHAEL OREN
Deputy Minister in
Knesset said to Off:
“You’re doing just what
they (Hamas) want you to
do. Even your line of ques-
tioning is just what Hamas
wants.”

JCFS Community of Caring Gala Committee (left-right): Elena
Grinshteyn, Randee Pollock, Leslie Wilder, Meytal Lavy, Pam Vine,
Heather Leonoff, Harriet Zimmer, Sherry Lercher-Davis, Al
Benarroch, Einat Paz-Keynan, Shana Menkis, Rietta Floom, Jill
Atnikov, Tara Greenberg, Danita Dubinsky-Aziza (Missing from
photo: Joanne Grusko, Carli Rossall, Irina Krassovitski)

Photo courtesy of Manuel F. Sousa Photography

Nominees for
Jewish Athlete of
the Year announced

...............page 19
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Former IDF chief of staff to speak about cyberwarfare
By MYRON LOVE

Warfare can take a number of different forms. The most obvious, of
course, is physical violence. But espionage, sabotage and propa-
ganda are also different forms of warfare and, in our modern area,

we can add cyberwarfare to the list.
Cyberwarfare “involves the actions by a nation-state or international

organization to attack and attempt to damage another nation’s computers or
information networks through, for example, computer viruses or denial-of-
service attacks.”

Regrettably, the State of Israel has had a front row seat on the front lines
of warfare for all of its 70-year history and more. Over the decades, the
Israel Defense Force (IDF) has repeatedly beaten back physical attacks by
its enemies and has a sterling record on combating espionage and sabotage.
In fact, Israel’s different security agencies are among the world’s best at
using espionage and sabotage against said enemies.

While propaganda has proven more difficult to counter worldwide, when
it comes to cyberwarfare and cybersecurity, Israel by necessity has also
become a world leader in both. 

On Thursday, June 7, General (Retd.) Gabi Ashkenazi, former Chief of
the IDF General Staff from 2007-2011, will be in Winnipeg to speak about
Israel’s role as a leader in cybersecurity. His topic, “From Start-up to Cyber
Nation”, will focus on the Rashi Foundation and cyber education in Israel.

Ashkenazi  is currently Chair of the Board of the Rashi Foundation – a
30-year-old private philanthropic foundation dedicated to assisting the
underprivileged in Israel, particularly children and youth. The organization
focuses on the geographic and social periphery and on education and wel-
fare solutions that create opportunities and advance social mobility. 

As noted on the Rashi Foundation webpage, “cyber technology is a main
growth engine as well as a key element in Israel’s national security, but
remaining a leader in this field depends on increasing the pool of highly-
skilled cyber experts. The Magshimim cyber education initiative has
demonstrated that this can be done by tapping the potential of high school
students in the periphery. In order to support its growth, the next critical
step is to establish a central resource center for cyber education in Israel.

“The mission of the Cyber Education Center (CEC) is to realize the full

potential of young people who can be trained to become cyber experts and
join the security forces, industry and academia, through the development of
professional knowledge, teaching methodologies and platforms along with
cultivation of instruction teams.” 

The Cyber Education centre coordinates and manages all aspects of cyber
education on the national level and works in conjunction with Israel’s secu-
rity and high-tech sectors to stay current with this quickly evolving field,
translating advancements and needs of the industry and the army’s elite
cyber units into educational curricula.

Ashkenazi was born and grew up on a moshav in central Israel. He began
his service with the IDF in 1972 and fought in the “73 War. He became a
battalion commander in 1980. During the 1982 Lebanon War, he served as
Deputy Commander of the Golani Brigade and commanded the forces
which captured Beaufort Castle. He was promoted to Commander of the
Golani Brigade in 1987 and then head of Intelligence for Israeli Northern
Command in 1988. He commanded a reserve armor division in the early
1990s and later worked as the chief of Israel’s civil administration in
Lebanon.  In 1994 was he promoted to chief of the General Staff’s
Operations Directorate. In 1998, Ashkenazi was appointed head of the
Israeli Northern Command, a position that would make him responsible for
Israel’s withdrawal from its Security Zone in Southern Lebanon.

He was appointed IDF Deputy Chief of Staff in 2002. He was in charge
of building the security barrier. During the 2006 Israel-Hezbollah conflict,
Ashkenazi serve as the Ministry of Defense’s Director-General. He became
Chief of Staff on February 14, 2007.

Elaine Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, notes that
it was under Ashkenzi’s watch that the IDF destroyed the secret Syrian
nuclear facility.

The retired general is making a stop in Winnipeg as part of a cross-
Canada tour organized by the Jewish Federations of Canada. 

He will be speaking here in the evening at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.
The event starts at 7:30. The price of admission is $18. There will be no
charge for students. Tickets can be purchased online at the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg webpage or phone: 204 477-7400. Tickets will also
be available at the door.

Community news
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Community news

Three members of our community, among 12 Manitobans in total,
whose contributions encompass a broad range of endeavors and
accomplishments, will be invested into the Order of Manitoba at a

special ceremony to be held at 4 p.m., Thursday, July 12 in Room 200 in
the Manitoba Legislative Building.

The Order of Manitoba, the province’s highest honour, was established in
1999 to recognize Manitobans who have demonstrated excellence and
achievement, thereby enriching the social, cultural or economic well-being
of the province and its residents. 

“The accomplishments of the five women and seven men who will
receive the 2018 Order of Manitoba exemplifies their passionate commit-
ment to the community at the local, national and international levels,” said
Lt.-Gov. Janice C. Filmon, chancellor of the order, who will preside over
the ceremony.  “The impact of their leadership has made a unique mark on
this province and its people with achievements that both impress and
inspire.” 

Appointments to the order are made by the chancellor on the recommen-
dations of an advisory council.  Once invested,
members are entitled to use the initials O.M.
after their names for life and will have their
names placed on permanent display in the
Legislative Building.

Members of the Jewish community who are  to
be invested at the 2018 ceremony are:

Dr. Sara J. Israels
A pediatric hematologist/oncologist, Dr. Sara

Israels is world-renowned for her innovative
work in the care of children and teenagers with
cancer and bleeding disorders.

She led the expansion of inter-professional
care, the development of an aftercare program
for survivors of childhood cancer, the creation
of a provincial bleeding disorders program, and

the development of dedicated space for children
and their families at CancerCare Manitoba.

Ms Bernice Marmel
Bernice Marmel has been a long-time champi-

on and advocate for seniors, affordable housing
and low-income Manitobans.  She helped estab-
lish a visiting program and phone service for
Deer Lodge Hospital residents, matching volun-
teers with seniors to reduce social isolation.  In
2016, she received the Murray and Muriel Smith
Award, the highest honour given by the
Manitoba Council on Aging.  Marmel also initi-
ated a community project that gave children liv-
ing in a social housing project the opportunity to
voice their needs. 

Dr. Cheryl Rockman-Greenberg
A physician and researcher, Dr. Cheryl

Rockman-Greenberg is renowned for her leader-
ship in pediatric health and her expertise regard-
ing rare metabolic disorders and genetic dis-
eases.  Her research benefited the health of
Manitobans at risk for certain illnesses, resulting
in the development of targeted newborn screen-
ing programs and new treatments.  This led to
early life-changing interventions for many
Manitobans, including those in the province’s
Hutterite, Mennonite and Indigenous communi-
ties.  In April 2018, she was inducted into the
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame. 

For additional information about the Order of
Manitoba and to watch a livestream of the
investiture ceremony, visit www.manitobalg.ca.

Outstanding Manitobans chosen to receive the Order of Manitoba

Dr. SARA J.
ISRAELS

Ms BERNICE
MARMEL

Dr. CHERYL
ROCKMAN-

GREENBERG



I
t’s been quite a busy time the  past couple of
weeks for us - trying to cover as many events
as possible. (And when I say “us” I refer also

to my indispensable colleague Myron Love, also
occasional contributors such as Holly Harris.)

Starting with the farewell to Rabbi Green
weekend at the Shaarey Zedek, then the inaugur-
al Adas Yeshurun Herzlia annual lecture with
Dara Horn, continuing with the JCFS

Community of Caring Gala (also, the same evening as Bridges for Peace’s
annual dinner), Dr. Brian Goldman’s launch of his most recent book at the
Rady JCC, meeting Canada’s Ambassador to Israel, attending a Federal
Government jobs announcement, a Remis lecture luncheon, another Jewish
physicians’ retrospective evening, the community Kavod Awards, and Etz
Chayim’s Scholar in Residence weekend - there was enough activity to
keep us quite busy.

While we couldn’t cover every event in person, we did solicit videos of
events where they were available (such as the Bridges for Peace dinner). 

Why do we attempt to provide as much coverage as possible of so many
different events? Because for the most part they’re interesting - not just for
us when we’re covering them, but also for our readers - or so we hear quite
often.

Of late, our paper has gotten bigger. It’s partly a reflection of more adver-
tising, also the spate of events that seem to have been packed into such a
relatively compressed period of time. In fact, several organizations found
themselves competing with other organizations for attention on the same
evening. Apparently the Jewish Federation’s Community Calendar is not
quite as reliable a guide for determining when events will be held as one
might have thought. Unfortunately, there aren’t enough available dates in a
busy month like May to satisfy everyone; hence the overlap of events.

That being said though, it’s been a most stimulating recent few weeks.
We hope that, by trying to provide as comprehensive coverage as possible
of all that’s been happening, we are providing ample proof that our Jewish
community is thriving. Often we speak with subscribers to this paper who
live in other cities who tell us that their own communities can’t hold a can-
dle to Winnipeg’s Jewish community when it comes to providing such a
diverse range of activities.

What’s particularly impressive is how committed so many volunteers are
in organizing all these different activities. Sure, there are professional staffs
in most cases that provide basic support, but without all those volunteers
working endless hours - whether it’s for their respective synagogues or per-
haps some of the 12 organizations that are beneficiary agencies of the
Jewish Federation, the level of volunteer commitment in our community is
extraordinary. 

The letter on this page from Adeena Lungen is a perfect example of cit-
ing extraordinary volunteer efforts - in this case, those of Jewish dentists
who belong to the Alpha Omega Fraternity.

By the way, when I
refer to our “communi-
ty” I aso include the
dedicated members of
Bridges for Peace.
Although they’re
Christian, they have
proven to be among the
most steadfast support-
ers of Israel in the
world.

But, when I use the
term “community”, I
also include members
of the Jewish commu-
nity who are marginal-
ized by the  mainstream
community, such as
Independent Jewish
Voices.

I may not agree with
that group’s members
on a lot of things, but I
insist on their right to
have their voices heard.

By engaging in hon-
est debate about Israel’s
policies toward
Palestinians we can at
least attempt to keep
channels of communi-
cation open. The last

thing I would want to see happen - as it does with all too many other Jewish
newspapers - or websites, as the case may be, is refuse to consider opinions
that might be considered too extreme to even countenance discussing.

Yet, in seeking to promote honest discussion of controversial issues, I
can’t help but be dismayed by the tendency of so many well-respected
news organizations to engage in a kind of herd mentality when it comes to
swiftly condemning Israel for alleged “human rights violations”. 

That is why I decided to reprint in full the transcript of the interview that
CBC Radio’s longtime host of “As it Happens”, Carol Off, happened to
conduct with Michael Oren, who is currently a deputy minister in Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s office and, prior to that, was Israel’s Ambassador to
the US. I actually heard that interview when it was aired live on Tuesday,
May 15. I couldn’t believe the level of animosity that Off was displaying
toward Oren during the interview. 

Normally, I wouldn’t object to an interviewer being tenacious in his or
her questioning of a guest, but Off was so clearly antagonistic toward Oren
that she broke many of the common rules of journalism. Foremost among
those, I would suggest, is to retain a healthy skepticism about what you are
supposedly told are “eye witness accounts” of anything before you have a
chance to dig much further into those accounts.

In this particular case, Off had just finished interviewing a Palestinian-
Canadian physician (see the story on page 1 for a detailed description of
what happened), and accepted that doctor’s accounting of events that had
supposedly happened without any questioning.

By now, we should be well used to Hamas’s (and other Palestinian orga-
nizations) manipulation of the media for the sake of very effective propa-
ganda. 

In time we may learn more about events that occurred at the Gaza-Israel
border on May 14, but for Off to have leaped to so many conclusions so
quickly was unprofessional. 

At the same time I couldn’t help but think that while that part of the world
is constantly on the verge of exploding into violence, we are so lucky to be
living in a country where things are relatively tranquil.And - judging by the
level of activity in our community of late, we are truly blessed to find our-
selves enjoying such a rich range of activities from which to choose.

One final note: We don’t pretend to cover every single event that might
be of interest to readers, but certain organizations simply don’t let us know
enrough about what’s going on with them. I say to them: Use us - that’s
what we’re here for.

Short takes
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Further to… May 9th article, 
re: Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity 
to be honoured at JNF Gala May 29

Hello Bernie,
Among the many commendable achievements noted in the May 9th

article regarding the MB Chapter of the Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity,
an important one was omitted.

In 2016, the MB chapter of the AO Fraternity, in partnership with the
Henry Schein Foundation, joined other North American AO chapters in
providing free dental services to Holocaust survivors.

This program continues to function since its inception, and has provid-
ed oral health care to almost fifty Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors.

This vital service is truly emblematic of the Alpha Omega foundation-
al principles referred to in the article, these being “access to oral health
and wellness, promoting social justice, and Tikkun Olam-repairing an ail-
ing world.”

Jewish Child and Family Service is the agent in the Winnipeg Jewish
community funded by the Cummings Centre for Seniors in Montreal and
the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany to serve the
needs of our local Holocaust Survivors. It functions as the referring
source to the Alpha Omega program in Winnipeg.

We are keenly aware of the value of this service, and the ways in which
it has enhanced the oral health of those Holocaust Survivors who have
accessed the program.

The feedback we have received from survivors is that the dentists have
been compassionate and caring, “giving of themselves” to those who
have had so much “taken away”.

In our opinion, this program stands equally with all the other impres-
sive achievements of the Winnipeg based Alpha Omega Dental
Fraternity. We are truly a proud community that works collaboratively
and in partnerships to support all of our members. As such, the Holocaust
Oral Health program deserves recognition, as well.
Sincerely,
Adeena Lungen, BSW,MSW, RSW
Social Worker, Support Services to Holocaust Survivors
Jewish Child and Family Service
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LETTERS

An exchange with historian Margaret MacMillan
Sent May 9
Hi Prof. MacMillan,

I reported on the fascinating talk which you gave in Winnipeg on April
15 as this year’s speaker in the Kanee series of distinguished speakers. In
my report I noted that, at one point you had said “Jews were blamed for
having too much money or not enough”. 

I suppose I should have tried to ask you that same evening what exactly
you meant by that remark - but I didn’t. In my story about your talk though,
I noted that I wasn’t quite sure what you had meant when you said what
you did. Since then I’ve had a few readers respond to me in an attempt to
interpret what they thought you meant. Abe Anhang suggested I contact
you directly to get an explanation directly from the author herself. 

So, can you give me - and our readers, a better idea exactly what it is you
meant by that somewhat cryptic observation?
Regards,
Bernie Bellan, 
Publisher,
The Jewish Post & News, Winnipeg

Later that evening Margaret MacMillan responded:
Dear Bernie (if I may)

Thanks for your email. My remark was about the nature of anti-Semitism
in Europe before the war where the Jews were either accused of being poor
migrants from eastern Europe who were a burden on society or of being
rich bankers and/or industrialists who were exploiters. In political terms
Jews were blamed in such discourse as either being responsible for social-
ism or capitalism–or for both. So deeply inconsistent.

I hope this helps. 
I was just wondering if you were any relation to Susan Bellan whom I

have met in Toronto.
All the best
Margaret

I followed up Margaret’s email on May 10:
Thank you Margaret - that jives with what I thought you meant. One

reader though that it referred to Jews having been responsible for commu-
nism, but I didn’t think that was what you meant.

Susan is my cousin.
Thanks for responding so quickly

-Bernie

Margaret sent one more email, received May 10 in the evening:
Dear Bernie
Your reader was also right. I don’t think the terms Communism and

Bolshevism were widely used until after the First World War but Jews were
often also blamed for those political movements.
Best
Margaret

Bernie Bellan’s inquiry re the Margaret MacMillan lecture
Hi Bernie,

In your comments regarding the Margaret MacMillan lecture you point-
ed out that she said “Jews were blamed for having too much money or not
enough”. You wondered what she meant.

Some years ago, I had the opportunity to buy a used copy of Mein
Kampf. For the sake of generalizing I will say that it was written by Hitler.
I am a university graduate in Toronto (who also minored in philosophy)
and can tell you that, in my opinion, Hitler likely had very little to do with
the composition of Mein Kampf. Parts of it are very obtuse and required
careful reading and re-reading. The foot notes made occasional references
to small contributions by Alfred Rosenberg, the Nazi party philosopher. In
my mind, the bulk of the book was actually written by Rosenberg with a
minor contribution by Hitler, who had a public school education and could
not possibly have translated his coarse, ignorant and racist thoughts to
paper in such high-level language.

Anyway, whoever wrote the book made it clear that he thought Jews
were parasites (unlike the “good”, “red-blooded”, German peasant stock
who worked in the fields raising crops and animals. Jews were, in fact, the
middle, commercial class. To Rosenberg/Hitler, Jews did not produce any-
thing. They simply bought goods from one person and sold them to others
(a process he considered parasitic, if not outright thievery).

MacMillan may not have expressed herself properly in saying that Jews
were blamed for not having enough money. However, that may have been
an awkward way of saying that had the Jews done physical labour like the
“good” Germans, and earned money “honestly” they would not have need-
ed to act as middlemen in business transactions, “stealing profits” and
therefore “cheating” good Germans who did not have the same cunning.

I imagine you will receive several other interesting opinions.
Bob Natanson
Toronto

Israel should let patients in from Gaza
The tile of a recent newspaper article in the Jerusalem Post read:

“Jerusalem-based Palestinian Cancer Patient Allowed Only One Visit With
Family in Gaza”

I never understand the logic in these decisions. It just makes Palestinians
angry and pours salt into a 70-year-old wound. It only fires up Palestinians
with proof that Israel is a heartless enemy. It consolidates the status quo.
As long as the person is no danger to the society, why should we not allow
a dying woman to visit her family in Gaza? What have we become?

I remember a speech I attended in which Golda Meir stated: “it’s not what
we have done to the enemy, it’s what the enemy has done to us”. She was
speaking of the psychological response towards an enemy, that in time rea-
sonableness goes out the window. We become hardened and only see the
world in a narrow fashion. Looking at the world in this narrow fashion will
assure us of one thing: Peace will never be achieved. In order for peace to
be achieved one must take a leap of faith and believe in our joint humanity.

This is a quote from Golda: “Pessimism is a luxury that a Jew can never
allow him/her self.”

The Observer (29 December 1974)
Alan Levy, Winnipeg

Arab countries moving towards
normalization with Israel

By MYRON LOVE
While deluded Westerners continue to demand boycotts of Israel to sup-

posedly force the Jewish State to grant human rights to Palestinians which
only their own Palestinian governments (Hamas in Gaza and the
Palestinian Authority for Palestinians living on the West Bank) can give,
surrounding Arab states – more attuned to the real situation on the ground
– are moving close to normalized relations with Israel.

Israel’s closest neighbours, Egypt and Jordan, for example, have had
peace treaties with Israel for many years.  Jordan, some readers may recall,
was the occupying power on the West Bank until King Hussein made the
mistake of joining in an assault on Israel in June, 1967.

Egypt and Israel’s peace treaty has been in effect for roughly 40 years and
today, Egypt and Israel are working more closely than ever to combat
Islamic extremists in the Sinai Peninsula (which borders Israel on the west).

More recently, several Arab Gulf states have de facto recognized Israel.
For example, in the Giro d’Italia cycling race in Israel on May 6, riders rep-
resenting the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain participated openly under
their countries’ colours – thereby breaking a boycott of Israel that has been
in place since the start of the Arab-Israeli conflict in 1948.

While, reportedly, none of the cyclists in either of the 8-men teams –
Bahrain–Merida and UAE Team Emirates – appeared to be Bahraini or
Emirate citizens and were almost all European, the riders wore jerseys
emblazoned with national colors and brand names of sponsors, state-
owned Emirates Airlines and the Bahrain Petroleum Company.

The Palestinians naturally are furious.
As well, Khalid Bin Ahmed Al Khalifa, Bahrain’s Foreign Minister, in a

tweet, defended Israel’s right to defend itself in relation to the Jewish
State’s most recent bombing runs over Iranian bases in Syria (in response
to missiles that Iranian forces fired at northern Israel).

Of even greater import, as reported on The Times of Israel website on
April 2, Saudi Arabia’s liberalizing Crown Prince Mohammed has publi-
cally recognized Israel’s right to exist and “extolled the prospect of future
diplomatic relations between his kingdom and the Jewish state”.

The Times of Israel report referenced an interview with The Atlantic’s
Jeffrey Goldberg wherein Prince Mohammed laid out his vision for the
future of the Middle East, including the possibility of cooperation with Israel.

Asked whether he believes “the Jewish people have a right to a nation-
state in at least part of their ancestral homeland,” the Prince reportedly
replied that he believes that “each people, anywhere, has a right to live in
their peaceful nation. I believe the Palestinians and the Israelis have the
right to have their own land.”

Israel and Saudi Arabia have no official relations and the kingdom does
not recognize the Jewish state. Israel has hinted at clandestine ties with
Saudi Arabia in recent years, stressing the two countries share an interest
in countering Iran. The rumors of covert relations have been denied by
Saudi officials. Still, a Saudi general visited Jerusalem in 2016 and met
with Israeli lawmakers, and Saudi officials have met with Israeli officials
on several occasions in public; Saudi Arabia also last month allowed Air
India to fly to and from Tel Aviv via its airspace.

Discussing whether a shared concern over Iran was bringing Israel and
Saudi Arabia together, he said: “Israel is a big economy compared to their
size and it’s a growing economy, and of course there are a lot of interests
we share with Israel and if there is peace, there would be a lot of interest
between Israel and the Gulf Cooperation Council countries and countries
like Egypt and Jordan.”

It is a strange thing that Israel’s Arab neighbours show few qualms any-
more about relations with Israel and pay no attention to Palestinian lies and
propaganda while self-deluded Western media, political and religious lead-
ers and academia seem to continue to view the so-called plight of the
Palestinians as the most important problem in the world..
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violence, and the
excessive use of
force.

“Canada stands
ready to assist in such an endeavour. We will work closely with our inter-
national partners and through international institutions to address this seri-
ous situation.”

In response, Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO of CIJA (Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs) issued this statement on May 17:

“We are deeply disappointed the government’s statement ignores Hamas’
direct responsibility for recent violence on the Israel-Gaza border. This
contradicts the government’s long-stated position that, as a close ally and
fellow liberal democracy, Israel can count on Canada’s support when its
security is threatened. It also disregards Hamas’ claim today that 50 of 62
fatalities in the latest attempts to breach the border were Hamas members.

“Hamas has left Israel no choice but to use force to protect the tens of
thousands of Israelis who live close to Gaza. We are outraged and saddened
that Hamas is again using civilian human shields. For Israelis and the
Jewish community, Palestinian casualties are painful tragedies. For Hamas,
Palestinian casualties are sickening public relations achievements. Shifting
the blame to Israel risks encouraging Hamas to further fuel violence, make
peace harder to reach, and impose additional hardships on Gazans – who
are the primary victims of Hamas’ tactics.”

On Tuesday, May 15, Carol Off, host of CBC Radio’s “As it Happens”
engaged in a heated exchange with Israel Deputy Minister (and former
Israel Ambassador to the US) Michael Oren, in which Off began the inter-
view by asking Oren: “Deputy Minister Oren, is there any limit to the num-
ber of Palestinians that Israel is willing to shoot and kill?”

It should be explained that just prior to Off’s interview with Oren, she
had conducted an inter-
view with Palestinian-
Canadian physician
Tareq Loubani (to
whom Prime Minister
Trudeau referred in his
May 16 statement). 

During the course of
the interview Loubani
referred to someone by
the name of Mousa
who, Loubani said, had
been assisting him at
the protests, and who
was shot by the IDF.
Mousa later died,
Loubani said.

On May 18, B’nai Brith Canada released a statement in which it alleges
the “medic”, Musa, who was assisting Dr. Loubani and who was shot by
the IDF, was a member of Hamas:

“New information exposed by B’nai Brith Canada suggests that a Gazan
paramedic slain after assisting Canadian doctor Tarek Loubani was a mem-
ber of the Hamas terrorist group, and employed by its Interior Ministry.

“According to the Gaza-based Palestinian Information Center, Musa
Abuhassanin was a 36-year-old Captain of the Gazan Civil Defence. The
Civil Defence reports to Interior Minister Fathi Hammad, a Hamas politi-
cian who has praised the use of civilians as human shields and has stated
that Hamas is prepared to sell its missiles to Arab countries, but only if
‘they will launch them against the Jews’.

“Photos circulating online of Abuhassanin’s funeral showed his body
draped in the green and white flag of Hamas, indicating that the terrorist
group claimed him as a member. Nabd Watan, a news site based in
Ramallah, used a photo of Abuhassanin dressed in military-style camou-
flage gear.

“In an interview with the Palestinian Press Agency, Abuhassanin’s moth-
er also wore a Hamas shawl, while standing in front of a framed photo of
her son that bore the official emblem of Hamas. The photo also describes
Abuhassanin as a ‘holy warrior.’”

“In Loubani’s own interview with the CBC’s Carol Off and a statement
that he posted online, the Canadian never acknowledged that the man who
treated him was a member of Hamas or an employee of its government. In
a later conversation with Democracy Now!, Loubani called Abuhassanin ‘a
great guy’.”

When Off proceeded to interview Michael Oren, the tone of her ques-
tioning was far from sympathetic – unlike the interview she had just con-
ducted with Dr. Loubani. Prior to the interview with Oren, “As it Happens”
played a clip of US Ambassador to the UN Nikki Haley speaking on May
15 to the violence that had occurred in Gaza the previous day:

“The Hamas terrorist organization has been inciting violence for years,
long before the United States decided to move our embassy. They light
Molotov cocktails attached to kites on fire and attempt to fly them into
Israel to cause as much destruction as possible. Make no mistake, Hamas

is pleased with the results from yesterday. I asked my colleagues here in the
Security Council, who among us would accept this type of activity on your
border? No one would. No country in this chamber would act with more
restraint than Israel has. Those who suggest that the Gaza violence has any-
thing to do with the location of the American Embassy are sorely mistak-
en. Rather the violence comes from those who reject the existence of the
state of Israel in any location.”

Off then began to interview Michael Oren. Here is a complete transcript
of that interview: 

CO: Deputy Minister Oren, is there any limit to the number of
Palestinians that Israel is willing to shoot and kill?

MICHAEL OREN: It depends on Hamas, Carol. Israel bears absolutely
zero responsibility for this. This is Hamas, which starves out its own pop-
ulation, it burns fuel, it burns food going into Gaza to starve out population,
to create despair and then drives the population to the fence hoping these
poor people can punch a hole in the fence so the terrorists can pour through
and kill our civilians. 

CO: OK, so the answer is yes, there is no limit then to the numbers
you’re willing to kill then?

MO: It’s a question that you have to place to Hamas.
CO: Whose bullets killed and wounded all those people yesterday?
MO: I know maybe this is not the usual. Let me ask you a question. At

what point would you let 40,000 people come through your border to mur-
der the people? Where are you in Toronto? Is there a limit to how many
people you’re willing to kill to defend your citizens in your country?

CO: How many Israelis have been killed or wounded in the course of
yesterday or during the course of these confrontations? 

MO: Would you prefer that there were?
CO: No. 
MO: Do you want me to regret that here weren’t any Israelis killed? 
CO: Have there been any? 
MO: Our soldiers are good and they defended the border. That’s their

job. Hamas was very, very open about what the goal of this operation was.
It was to break through the fence and kill Israelis and destroy our country. 

CO: How do you think that looked to the world yesterday when all those
people were shot dead at their border?

MO: I think it looked to the world the way Hamas wanted it to look to
the world. The world that reported this are basically complicit in a terrorist
operation by Hamas. You’re doing just what they want you to do. Even
your line of questioning is just what Hamas wants. And, frankly, Carol
you’re complicit in further damage and even deaths of Palestinian kids,
because Hamas is going to conclude from listening to this interview that it
works. And I hope you’re proud of it. 

CO: Mr. Oren, we are talking to you today only because your forces
killed 60 people yesterday. 

MO: Hamas sent 40,000 people to our border, to break through the bor-
der and kill our civilians. That’s the only reason. We’re not killing
Palestinians every day. 

CO: If Hamas is playing us, then aren’t you doing its bidding? If you are
going to shoot people because they want this publicity, then aren’t you
doing exactly what Hamas wants you to do? If you think we’re all being
played and that’s why we’re doing this interview because I’ve been played,
why do the bidding, why do the work that it wants you to do? Why shoot
those people so that we end up doing this interview?

MO: Because we have no choice. Because there’s no way we can stop
them otherwise. And it’s not innocent people. Virtually half of the people
killed were Hamas armed terrorists who were using these people as human
shields. And, frankly, about a two hour drive from where I’m talking to you
in Tel Aviv, the Syrian army has invaded the Palestinian refugee camp of
Yarmouk. There have been hundreds, maybe thousands of Palestinians
killed. Do you care? Have you covered it? 

CO: We actually do cover the Syrian…
MO: Here is the question you have to ask yourself, Carol. You don’t care

when Arabs kill Arabs. You don’t care. What your care is when Jews have
to defend themselves against a terrorist organization that has sworn to kill
my people. 

CO: What is it you are defending yourself against yesterday? Why did
you shoot those people?

MO: Because they were they were rioting at the fence. The goal was to
break through and kill. But the way you spin it is just the way Hamas wants
it. And, you know, I hope they send you a thank you note because you’re
doing great. 

CO: Your colleague, Education Minister Naftali Bennett, he said that
anyone who approached the fence would be considered a terrorist. Do you
agree with that?

MO: Anyone who approached the fence in an area where the Israeli gov-
ernment made it expressly clear that they’d be in a fire zone, yes, was tak-
ing tremendous risks on his life. We leafleted Gaza. We warned people to
stay away. Everyone knows in Gaza where the limits of the fence are. And
this is not a friendly country, this is an enemy country. And I always feel
bad for innocent civilians killed, but we don’t bear responsibility for it,
Hamas does. If you look at the pictures closely you’ll see how Hamas
issued directives to
send civilians up to the

Continued on page 21. See “Violence at
Gaza border”.

Violence at Gaza border
Continued from page 1.

Israel news

Musa Abuhassanin (circled in the photo) -
the “medic” allegedly shot by the IDF, was
actually a member of Hamas
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Myron Love

The 11th annual
C a n c e r c a r e
M a n i t o b a

Foundation Challenge
for Life 20KM walk (or
200-minute workout)
will take place in
Assiniboine Park on
Saturday, June 10, and
several members of our

Jewish community are – once again – among the
leading fundraisers.

As usual, the community team that has raised
the most money is the Serratus Superstars, a
team with a distinctly Jewish flavour. As of May
17, the Serratus Superstars had raised just over
$17,000 for this year’s drive. Only one other
community team – The Sons of Italy – had
raised more ($400 more) to this point. The
Superstars’ goal this year is $50,000 (as compared to
$25,000 for the Sons of Italy).

Serratus Superstars is made up of a group of friends
who have been doing the Cancercare Challenge for Life
Walk since its inception in 2008. This year, the team
consists of 17 participants, including Don Aronovitch,
Faren Bernstein, Susan Billinkoff, Debby Brown,
Rachael and Rietta Floom, Jeff Itzkow, Fay-Lynn Katz,
Martin Krawitz, Gayle Marcus, Steve Moscovitch,
Cathy Moser, Lissy Neville, Susan Remis, Sharon Tritt
and Alex and Harriet Zimmer.

Serratus Superstars team members raise money for
cancer research not only through the walk/workout but
also with an annual bake sale and other activities. The
annual bake sale this year was held in the foyer of the
Cancercare Manitoba building. 

“Many patients going by for treatment or check-ups
stop in to pick up goods,” says Cathy Moser. “We see
them as heroes and they appreciate our support.”

Serratus Superstars have raised close to $350,000.00
over the years for cancer research. “We hope to double
our donations within the next several years,” says Moser, -“but we need
more walkers.

“Our team is made up of cancer survivors and supporters, and smart peo-
ple who know that we have to invest in obtaining the best cancer care spe-
cialists, diagnostic equipment, and patient facilities that money can buy.
We also know that the government funding doesn’t even begin to approach
what is needed for that - so we are doing our best to make it happen.
Monies from the Challenge for Life Walk are used for Manitobans, and
there is a limited amount that is spent on administrative fees,” Moser adds.

Among individual participants from amidst our Jewish community, Team
Schvesters’ Benji Harvey is in the top ten among all individual fundraisers
– having personally raised over $3,000 (as of May 17). Team Schvesters –
like Serratus Superstars, one of the original teams - was founded by the
“Greenfeld girls” - Benji Harvey and her sisters, Lesly Katz and Debby
Lewis. Two of the sisters have been diagnosed with breast cancer.

Other team members include their cousins, Meachelle and Bernie
Bellan, Kim Gray, Wendy Holm Jody Van de Vijsel, and Marek Rzeszutek.

Team Schvesters currently sits in third place among community teams.
The team’s goal this year is to raise $10,000 and they are currently more
than half way there with just over two weeks to go

Nancy’s Nightingales - Connie Botelho, Harriet Lyons and Louise Raber,
have already reached their target of just under $5,000. The threesome are
currently fifth among community teams. 

The group of nurses started walking for cancer in honour of a mutual
friend named Nancy who was diagnosed with breast cancer ten years ago .
(She’s since recovered). “There are certainly other Nancys out there,”
Raber says.

In previous years, Joanne Katz has also been part of the team but, Raber
notes, she is in Israel at the moment.

This is the second year for the  Jacob Joggers. The team is dedicated to
the memory of Ken Jacob, who passed away from cancer in the fall of
2016. The team is led by Jacob’s sons, Sean and , and also includes sister-
in-law Beth, and friends Scott McWilliam and Christie Thorsteinsson.

The team has already exceeded its goal of $2,750.

One other “Jewish” team is Team Ghost Town Manitoba, consisting of
siblings Adam, Dana, Meirav, Micah, Seth and Mara Nepon Pellettieri,

who are raising funds for cancer research in
memory of their brother, Jonah, who lost his life
to cancer four years ago. (Ghost Town Manitoba
was the name of Jonah’s promotion company.)
The team has also exceeded its goal of $2,500.

With the fundraising event still a few days off,
there is still time for readers to donate. Dial up
Cancercare Manitoba Foundation, click on

Challenge for Life and enter the name of the individual or team you would
like to support.

According to the Cancercare Foundation webpage, proceeds from the
Challenge for Life stay right here in Manitoba to support prevention, early
detection, state of the art treatment, world-class research and patient sup-
port at CancerCare Manitoba.

“Unfortunately,” notes Cathy Moser, “your tax-deductible investment
will eventually be used to support you or your family members in this jour-
ney that affects us all.”

Jewish-led community teams among top fundraisers in upcoming 
annual Cancercare Manitoba Foundation Challenge for Life

Team Schvesters (l-r): Meachelle
Bellan, Debbie Lewis, Benji Harvey,
after completing 200 minutes of
“working it”. 

Nancy’s Nightingales (l-r): Harriet Lyons,
Joanne Katz, Louise Raber, Connie Botelho 

Serratus Superstars (l-r): Sharon Goszer-
Tritt, Randee Pollock, Cathy Moser, Harriet
Zimmer. 

The Jacob boys (l-r): Jon, Sean, Hart and
Ken (Z”l)

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Gray Academy students excel at math
Every year Gray Academy participates in the Canadian National

Math League. This year the school placed #1 in the
Manitoba/Saskatchewan region and #3 in the Canada for Grade 7, also
#1 in the region and #2 in the country for Grade 8.

Students Nomi Feuer and Sigal Wayngarten both placed #29  in
Canada and #1 in the region for Grade 7. Nathan Hochman placed #3
in the region, Ethan Levene placed #5 in the region, and Nesya
Greaves placed #7 in the region (all in the Grade 7 category.

In the Grade 8 category, Sarah Marks placed #14 in Canada and #1
in the region, Justin Segall and Mike Ulitsky placed #24 in Canada
and #2 in the region, Adrianna Nimmons placed #4 in the region, and
Jillian Roitenberg placed #8 in the region. 
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Temple Shalom ‘Loving Jerusalem’ 
RABBI BILL S. TEPPER

What’s not to love about Jerusalem? 
I love the streets I first walked as a seventeen year-old, the sound and sight

of the Hebrew language, the pale-pink stone buildings, markets and shops,
museums and galleries, synagogues, the Hebrew Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion campus on King David Street where I began my rab-
binical studies, the idyllic Rehavia neighbourhood where I lived for a year
with Deborah and Max. And I love all of the Old City. 

Jerusalem sustains my spirit. Jerusalem is imprinted upon my Jewish sense
of self. And Jerusalem is a city I call home. 

But, as I write these words I am intensely worried. I am worried about the
United States’ transfer of its embassy to Jerusalem, the dedication ceremony
that accompanied the embassy’s opening, and the corresponding deaths,
injuries and chaos that have taken place in nearby Gaza. Will the new
embassy in Jerusalem hasten the path towards conciliation and peace
between Israel and Palestinians – and between Israel and her neighbouring
Arab lands? Past and present events hardly suggest that this will be so. 

What are we to do? Let us talk and listen to others about Jerusalem. Let us
read about Jerusalem’s tumultuous and millennia-long history. Let us strive
to understand the complexities - and many shades of gray that define the
Israeli/Palestinian/Arab dynamic. And if we are able, let us endeavour to visit
and spend time there. 

And let us continue to love Jerusalem.
Friday May 25 7:30pm Shabbat Yizkor Service lay led by Sherry 

Wolfe-Elazar with Cantor Len Udow
Friday June 1 7:30pm Youth Shabbat with Rabbi Tepper, Cantor 

Len Udow, Students of Irma Penn School & 
the Youth Group

Saturday June 2 10am Bat Mitzvah of Shawna Forester-Smith.
7:30pm Evening with the Rabbi & Havdalah:-

Jerusalem: City of Gold: Naomi Shemer’s 
Classic Song Yerushalayim Shel Zahav

Sunday June 3 3-5pm Coffee with the Rabbi at Bermax Café & Bistro
Friday June 8 7:30 Shabbat Service lay led by Faye Mount with

Cantor Len Udow
Friday June 15 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service lay led by 

Ruth Livingston with Cantor Len Udow & the 
FNL Band

Friday June 22 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper with
Cantor Len Udow

Saturday June 23 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper
7:30pm Evening with the Rabbi, offsite (TBA)

Friday June 29 6:15pm Shabbat Summer Service with
Seema Schachter

Jewish Foundation launching new
fund in support of Jewish language

By MYRON LOVE
Winnipeg was once referred to as the “Jerusalem of Canada” – a Jewish

community known for its vibrant Yiddish culture. But, as has happened
in most Jewish communities in North America, as we sail further and fur-
ther away from our forefathers who came here in search of freedom and
economic opportunity, we also drift further and further away from the
strong sense of Yiddishkeit that they brought with them

Over the past many years, a small group of dogged individuals have
worked valiantly to preserve elements of that historic culture – whether
it be offering Yiddish and Judaic Studies classes at the University of
Manitoba - or continuing to operate the decades-old Jewish Radio Hour
Sunday mornings on Radio Station CKJS – or founding new programs
such as the Mameloshen Series (coming up in June) and the Yiddish
Women’s Reading Circle at the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre at
Syd Glow Place.

All of these programs and initiatives of course require ongoing funding
and that is where the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba’s new Judaic
Studies and Cultural Programs Fund aims to make an impact.

This new fund, which will appear for the first time in the Foundation’s
annual report in June, is another in the JFM’s Field of Interest Funds,
explains Rob Berkowits, the Foundation’s Director of Development and
Gift Planning.

Among other Field of Interest Funds, he notes, are: the Campership
Fund, which provides financial subsidies for those children who need
such assistance in order to attend our community summer camps;  and the
Seniors Transportation Fund, which allows financially struggling seniors
who can no longer drive to be able to stay active through access to
seniors‘ programs in the community.

Berkowits reports that the Judaic Studies and Cultural Programs Fund
is the result of discussions held last year between the Foundation and
community members from the Group for Yiddish Heritage and others
who have been long active in promoting and preserving Yiddishkeit and
our traditional culture.

Individuals or individual families who have existing funds or open new
funds – with a minimum $100 in the fund – can choose to list the fund
under the Judaic Studies and Cultural Programs umbrella and designate
the annual interest to one of the programs which are eligible for grants
under this particular field of interest, Berkowits explains.

“We are hoping that people will embrace this new fund and want to
help preserve our Jewish heritage,” he says.

He adds that the Foundation this year is increasing its annual distribu-
tion from 4% to 4.2%.

Because the new Judaic Studies and Cultural Programs Fund will not
begin to bear fruit until next year though, programs such as the Jewish
Radio Hour and Mameloshen will still require individual donations to
support their continued programming over the coming year and dona-
tions will also have to be solicited on an ongoing basis after the fund
begins distributing grants. 

Human Rights Watch sues Israel to 
prevent deportation of its local director

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Human Rights Watch sued Israel’s Interior
Ministry to prevent its local director from being deported over his past
involvement in the BDS movement.

The NGO filed the lawsuit in Jerusalem District Court on Tuesday in
order to keep its director of Israel/Palestine, Omar Shakir, from being
deported after his work permit was revoked.

According to the organization, the lawsuit is the first legal challenge to
a 2017 law that bans from Israel those who publicly call for boycotts of
the country.

The lawsuit argues that the government went beyond the law in deport-
ing someone with valid status who it acknowledged has not engaged in
boycott activities while residing in Israel, and that the motivation behind
this move is to curb Human Rights Watch’s activities.

The Interior Ministry compiled a seven-page dossier to support its
deportation order against Shakir. Much of the dossier covers a time peri-
od before Shakir assumed his position at Human Rights Watch, including
a great deal of his time at Stanford University.

When Shakir, a native of California, was first appointed to his position
in February 2017, he was denied both a work visa and a tourist visa.

A month later, he was allowed entry to Israel, the same day the Knesset
passed a law banning entry to foreigners who publicly call for boycotting
the Jewish state or its settlements. The following month he was granted a
work visa.

The lawsuit asks the court to pause the deportation order, due to take
effect Tuesday, May 22, pending the outcome of legal proceedings.
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Jeremy Dauber from Columbia University wrote a serious

history of Jewish comedy, Are Jews Funny? The Bible and
Talmud are not. It seems that God is funnier than them. Only
when Yiddish-speaking Jews started making fun of their own
tradition and bringing it back to life, Jews became world
famous for their special type of humor. 

Jewish Radio Hour - Next Programs
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM

CDT on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at
ckjs.com

On May 27, the hosts will be Regine Frankel and Osher
Kraut. The Yiddish portion will feature “Second Generation”
singers including Theresa Tova and Chava Alberstein.

Lyle Smordin and Rochelle Zucker will be at the micro-
phone on June 3rd. Rochelle’s main focus will be the upcom-
ing Mameloshen Festival Of Yiddish Entertainment and
Culture. 

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Remis Speakers Forum
The next session of the Lanny Remis Speakers Forum will

take place on Thursday, May 24, 2018 at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, commencing at 11:45 a.m. Attendance is open to
all. If you would like to attend, but have never been before,
please contact Allan Cantor at Tel: 204 942 1766, Cel: 204 793
8496 or email allanpc@shaw.ca

The speaker May 24 will be British author Lisa Cooper, who
“will share with us stories from her recent book: A Forgotten
Land: Growing up in the Jewish Pale. in which she describes
her grandmother, Pearl Cooper, who grew up in a shtetl near
Kiev called Pavoloch, lived through pogroms, the Russian
Revolution, civil war and the famine that followed. In 1924
she escaped to Winnipeg, ran a restaurant/canteen next to the
Tribune Building, and ultimately opened another, next to the
Free Press Building.

It is Pearl’s stories, translated from their original Yiddish
recordings, that comprise Lisa’s book.

May 31st - Rena Elbaze was born and raised in Winnipeg,
but she didn’t stay. Instead, in 1986, she went to France, the
Riviera no less, to advance in Near Eastern and Jewish Studies.
She lived in France over 20 years, received a PhD, (her thesis
being “Israel’s Image in the French Media), she married, and
raised three daughters. Since the family’s return in 2007, Rena
has built a career around raising Jewish consciousness in our
community and beyond. She is going to tell us what it was like
to live, work, study, and raise a family in France.

June 7th - Wm. (Bill) Shead, Lieutenant Commander
(Ret’d), is a member of the Peguis First Nation and a former
mayor of Selkirk. Along with several other volunteer roles he
is Chair of Winnipeg’s Neeginan Centre and Co-Chair of
Peguis Selkirk 200. Few of us today realize that The 1817
Peguis Selkirk Treaty, signed by five chiefs and a Scottish
peer, marked the beginning of the relationship between First
Nations and the Crown in Western Canada. As our speaker will
point out, it has had a unique impact on Winnipeg, the
Province, and Canada, right up to the present day.

The Membership fee for the Forum is $30.00 for the season
and is payable after three attendances or sooner, if preferred,
payable to our Treasurer, Allan Cantor. The weekly luncheons
cost $20.00 (which is paid to Shaarey Zedek) and will include
an occasional “sponsored” dessert. A dessert can be sponsored
for $54. If you would like to contact Sandra Caplan at
caplansb1@gmail.com.

By the way, at the May 17 forum, guest speaker Rob
Sarginson, who gave an interesting talk about Selkirk,
Manitoba, invited anyone who might be interested to come out
to Selkirk Sunday, May 27, for a walking tour titled “Saints
and Sinners Walking Tour”. The tour starts at 2:00 pm and will
take in many sites that would be of historical significance to
anyone who has a connection to Selkirk. For more info call
Rob at 204-485-4583 or go to www.redrivernorthtourism.com



Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG
Hedy Lamarr (November 9, 1913–Jan. 19,

2000) was a seductive and independent mind-
ed Austrian-born American movie actress who
was notorious for her six marriages and affairs
with everyone from Spencer Tracy to JFK. 

“I’m oversexed, and I like oversexed men,”
said this woman of extremes. 

But, she was also a brilliant inventor.
This 90-minute film, which was directed by

Alexandra Dean, is a blend of historic film
footage, including old television clips, and
interviews with many people–Lamarr’s adopted son and daughter, comedi-
an/actor/director Mel Brooks, director Peter Bogdanovich, author Richard
Rhodes, among others– as well as subtle recreations.

After a brief early film career in Czechoslovakia, including the contro-
versial “Ecstasy”, in which she is seen swimming and running nude, she

fled from her husband, a wealthy Austrian ammu-
nition manufacturer and Nazi collaborator, and
secretly moved to Paris. There, she met Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer studio head Louis B. Mayer, who
offered her a movie contract in Hollywood, where
she became a film star from the late 1930s to the
1950s.

Lamarr, whose doting parents were sophisticated,
upper class secular Jews, became a movie star
known as “the most beautiful woman in the world.”
Songs were written about her beauty.  Snow White
and Cat Woman were modelled on her iconic look.

She married six husbands and had affairs with everyone from Spencer
Tracy to JFK.

Lamarr left school at age 15 to become an actress. But, as is pointed out,
she loved chemistry and science in general. During their regular strolls
through Vienna, Hedy’s beloved father would explain how things such as
electric streetcars worked, to his daughter.

Inventing became her hobby. The outspoken Lamarr not only had a com-
plete inventing table set up in her house, but Howard Hughes gave her a
small version of the set of equipment for the trailer she stayed in during
takes in her motion pictures.

During the Second World War she teamed up first with Hughes, who was
a great inventor himself, and who was trying to create the fastest airplane
in the world at that time.

“I thought the airplanes were too slow, and I decided that’s not right,”
says an audio tape recording of Lamarr. “They shouldn’t be squared, the
wings. So, I bought a book of fish, and I bought a book of birds. And, I used
the fastest bird and connected it with the fastest fish. I drew it together and
showed it to Howard Hughes; and, he said, ‘You’re a genius.’”

She used her free time to co-invent - with composer/inventor George
Artheil, a radio-control technology meant for 1940s-era torpedoes, which
would ultimately pave the way for secure cell phone communication, WiFi,
Bluetooth, and drone warfare. It’s known as frequency hopping. 

Lamarr had a patent on the technology. But, it was confiscated because
she was an Austrian immigrant and considered an enemy alien. She was
never compensated for her invention, which the film estimates is worth $30
billion today.

“If current trends continue, experts believe almost every person in the
world will soon be connected by frequency hopping,” according to an elec-
tronics expert in the film.

Bombshell plays May 25.

“Shelter” combines espionage with 
psychosexual tension

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
“Shelter” is quite unlike any of

the other films that will be shown
at this year’s Jewish Film Festival.
A stylish espionage thriller that
develops a strong psychosexual
tension between the two female
leads, “Shelter” manages to enter-
tain, yet leave you puzzled at the
end. Other critics have compared it
to a Brian de Palma film in that
you’re never quite sure what the
characters’ true identities are.

The story revolves around a
beautiful Lebanese woman, Mona,
who has been working for the
Mossad, but who is ferried from
Beirut to Hamburg, where she
undergoes major plastic surgery so
that she will be unrecognizable.
Unfortunately, we’re not quite sure
why it is that the Israelis want to change Mona’s appearance. 

Sent to babysit her while she recovers from her surgery, Naomi, an
Israeli Mossad agent brought out of retirement, takes on her assignment
reluctantly. There are major revelations about both women’s backgrounds
during the course of the movie, and they eventually forge a deep bond
over losses they have both suffered during the course of their lives.

While the production values on this movie are worthy of a Hollywood
thriller, the movie lacks a coherent structure. It’s as if the director wasn’t
exactly sure what kind of movie he wanted to end up making. Still, while
there is enough suspense in this 90-minute film to keep your attention,
there are many questions about what has actually happened by the end of
the movie that you might find yourself a tad frustrated trying to figure it
all out.

“Shelter” plays June 3.

“The Testament” –  riveting Israeli film that
combines mystery with Holocaust theme

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
I’ve made my admiration for Israeli films

clear in reviews previous to this one.
Perhaps it’s my appreciation for films that
rely on dialogue and plot twists to hold one’s
attention, rather than settings or special
effects – but Israeli filmmakers are inordi-
nately gifted at telling compelling stories.

In “The Testament” we have a protago-
nist, Yoel Halberstam, who is an Orthodox
Jewish Holocaust researcher obsessed with
finding evidence for the murder of 200 Jews
in March 1945 in a place called Lebensram,
Austria. As Yoel’s search for clues quickens
– and he is up against a deadline before the
presumed site of the massacre is to be paved
over, some of the evidence he uncovers is shocking.

As the dogged researcher, Israeli actor Ori Pfeffer gives a nuanced per-
formance as someone who has a foot in both the traditional Jewish world
and the world of academe. It turns out that he comes to question his own
identity as an Orthodox Jew – but for reasons that are completely surprising.

The film actually opens with a message saying that it is “based on true
events”, but regardless how true the story is, it does leave one asking
some basic questions about identity and faith.  The film’s director will be
here for the June 10 showing. I would love to hear what he has to say
about those two subjects.

The Testament plays June 6 and 10.

Relationship between father and 38-year-old
special needs son explored in “Shoelaces”

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
For some reason the Jewish Film Festival has misidentified the title of

this film as “Laces” rather than its correct title, “Shoelaces”. The only
reason that I bring that up is that, if you’re like me, and want to find out
a bit more about a film by reading online, you won’t find anything about
an Israeli film that goes by the title “Laces”. 

At first, “Shoelaces” seems to fall into a predictable pattern of other
films that depict a special needs individual suddenly thrust into a difficult
situation as the result of losing a parent. In this case, it’s 38-year-old Gad
who is forced on to his reluctant father, Reuven, when Gad’s mother is
killed in an accident. 

Reuven had abandoned both Gad’s mother and Gad long ago, so it
comes as no surprise that a good part of the film deals with the gradual
coming together of the long-separated father and son. Gad though,
exudes warmth, and it’s only a matter of time before he wins over the
crusty Reuven. Complicating the situation though is Reuven’s failing
health, which hangs over their developing relationship ominously.

While more than a tad predictable in many respects, “Shoelaces” is a
quiet film that gradually draws you in. There is one particularly disturb-
ing scene, however, in which someone casually describes to Reuven,
whose own kidneys are failing, how he would be able to obtain a kidney
from an executed Chinese prisoner for $150,000. I was reminded that
Israelis often resort to unscrupulous methods when it comes to obtaining
organs for transplant. In “Shoelaces”, however, the difficulty in finding
donors locally is starkly brought home. It’s only one part of the story
though, and the positive message this movie imparts certainly takes
precedence over anything negative. 

“Shoelaces” plays May 25 and June 2.

Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr story
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Opinion

If you asked most people in our community if
antisemitism is on the rise in North America,
the answer would be an unqualified yes. Of

course, if you expanded that question to global
antisemitism, you would be hard-pressed to
imagine that someone would deny that this is
happening.

In the last few years, we are witnessing right
wing hate groups who are clearly and openly employing antisemitic mes-
sages most of us would not have believed possible a decade ago. When I
refer to “people in our community,” I am not restricting myself only to our
Jewish community. Often, the non-Jewish community is even more
shocked than we are. Perhaps, after two millennia of antisemitism, and the
education that some of us have, we are a little less surprised. 

Two recent events stand out as issues that should concern us. I agree with
Bernie that it is important to respond to them. However, how we respond
to them and who we engage with is also the key to making positive change.

First of all, let me begin by saying that Interfaith dialogue is not about
“exchanging pleasantries.” Although the Canadian Council of Christians
and Jews has fallen by the wayside for now (though I am part of the team
that is trying to revive it), the
CCCJ did not shy away from
some very difficult conversa-
tions in the early years. And
how do you think Vatican II
came about? By avoiding the
tough conversations about
how the age-old accusations
of deicide resulted in such
tragic consequences for the
Jewish people? How they
paved the way for the murder
of six million Jews? 

Yes, dialogue can include
tough conversations. But dia-
logue is never about demagoguery and ranting. Unfortunately, there are
those in the Jewish community on both the right and the left who feel that
demagoguery and ranting is the way to make their message heard.

My Jerusalem Panel and Review
It would take the entire issue of the JP&N to relate the details of the “My

Jerusalem” pre-review meeting at the University of Winnipeg on April 16
and what led up to it. The point of the meeting was a discussion in advance
of a review which has been ordered by the administration. 

Suffice it to say that I was shocked and embarrassed by the behaviour of
some members of UJPO and Independent Jewish Voices at this event. I am
truly disappointed when antisemitic comments come from members of my
own community: To be told that we are nothing but “a bunch of privileged
Jews” who “have grown antennae who sense antisemitism everywhere,
even when it is not there” is simply ugly, reprehensible and unacceptable.
And it is antisemitic whether it comes from a Jew (in this case) or a non-
Jew. The same goes for the insistence on wanting to compare Israeli acts to
those of Nazi Germany and not understanding why this is antisemitic. I was
shocked at the outright desire to misinform by one participant who insist-
ed that “people are getting arrested every day in France for protesting
against Israel.” 

This strange debate continued in the pages of the JP&N. In a May 9 let-
ter to the editor, Mark Golden questioned the balanced nature of the source
of Dexter van Zile’s article, given the source was the Jerusalem Center of
Public Affairs. He somehow connected it to Bibi Netanyahu. In fact, the
JPCA publishes the Jewish Political Studies Review, a respected academic
journal which is the source of Van Zile’s article. As a retired academic, I
would expect Mark to be aware of it, or is he preferring Wikipedia for his
sources these days? As for Mark Etkin’s letter –neither Bernie nor I are
accusing the Mennonite community of being antisemites. If we did, why
would I work with them time after time on partnership projects? 

As for the My Jerusalem panel itself: Bernie has already provided much
detail on it. My own concerns were primarily that a panel that was clearly
set up from the beginning to provide only one position and disseminating
disinformation should be sponsored by the university. Having read Rabbi
Benarroch’s piece on Jerusalem in the May 9 issue, I wonder how different
that discussion might have been if he had participated on the panel, or if Dr.
Ruth Ashrafi had participated. (We proposed her as an option to Dr.
Peachey). 

I believe that the most effective participation at the April 16 meeting was
by two young Jewish women who are U of W students. They did not rant
or try to engage in demagoguery. They spoke movingly and eloquently
about effect: how antisemitism affects them on campus in their day-to-day
lives and how every student must feel safe and welcome on campus. They
provided many examples of how words, ideas and events such as these
affect their day-to-day lives. 

Naim Ateek Event
The Naim Ateek event at Canadian Mennonite University (CMU) caused

me concern before it even took place because I am well aware of his pre-
vious statements and his “theology.” Bernie and I met with two vice-pres-
idents of CMU and a professor of Second Temple Judaism. I prepared for
the meeting and arrived with my research on Ateek, scans of pages from his
new book, my comments about the intensely problematic aspects of his the-
ology and disinformation (in the book) and a list of organizations in Israel
of Jews and Palestinians who are working together to promote peace. 

Much to our surprise, we did not need to convince them of anything.
They shared our concerns and agreed that the quotes on the screen (from
extremist tracts such as The King’s Torah) were presented without any con-
text. To suggest that according to Halakah, the killing of a Jew by a non-
Jew under any circumstances is not murder is ludicrous. It is also antise-

mitic as it engages old-fashioned antise-
mitic tropes. 

The bizarre statement about non-Jews
having to pay a tax to live in the land of
Israel is ironic since Jews and Christians
pay a jizya tax as dhimmis in Muslim
lands. The statement which said that
Christians and Muslims are idol worship-
pers and that their churches (sic) must be
burned is both ironic and tragic since syn-
agogues have been burned throughout
history right through to modern times.
The CMU administrators and I have dis-
cussed how our two communities could
move forward now to a more positive

relationship. We already have some great ideas.

It is a mistake to vilify an entire community. No community is monolith-
ic, including ours. The Canadian Mennonite University brought in a pro-
fessor from Bar Ilan University a few years ago to lecture on biblical arche-
ology. There were some members of the Jewish community present but not
that many, though it was well publicized. And guess what? No one was
protesting outside! 

The Holocaust Education Centre presented an exhibit and film from Yad
Vashem there in 2015 and, last year, in partnership with the University of
Manitoba, we presented the Virtual Synagogues Exhibit and a series of six
lectures, free to the public. As well, a panel discussion on the three
Abrahamic religions took place last year with the participation of Dr. Ruth
Ashrafi. Both Ruth and I have spoken at the Diversitas series in Morden;
she spoke on Israel and I spoke on antisemitism. Ruth has spoken at sever-
al local churches as well.

In our community, we have those on the far right who will not accept any
criticism of Israel. We also have those on the far left, a very few of whom
I can easily and sadly describe as antisemitic, given the statements they
made on April 16. I can honestly say that no non-Jew has ever made such
comments to me– at least not to my face. 

It is so easy to criticize (and sometimes, rightfully so) when we are the
ones at the receiving end of hate. Like Bernie, I am a fan of centrist groups
like the New Israel Fund who readily and to my mind properly criticize
some of the policies of the current government, but who strongly oppose
BDS. They have behind them some of the top retired generals of the IDF. 

I do not find Israel blameless and like many Israelis, I would be happy to
hand over most of the West Bank if there were a partner in peace.
Unfortunately, there is no such partner yet. That does not mean that we
should never call Israel to account. Yet, as soon as I made the above state-
ment in an interview with the Winnipeg Free Press, I was vilified in the
JP&N by one of its readers. 

Finally, we too in the Jewish community have at times brought in speak-
ers who are terribly unbalanced in their presentation. You are correct,
Bernie. I am proud that this year’s Jewish Heritage Centre’s speaker,
Margaret MacMillan, gave the epitome of a balanced presentation. There
are also many speakers who are renowned for being voices of peace and
dialogue. Something to ponder? 

Antisemitism, dialogue, and demagoguery 

By

BELLE JARNIEWSKI

The Naim Ateek event at Canadian
Mennonite University (CMU) caused me con-
cern before it even took place because I am
well aware of his previous statements and his
“theology.” Bernie and I met with two vice-
presidents of CMU and a professor of Second
Temple Judaism....
Much to our surprise, we did not need to

convince them of anything. They shared our
concerns... 
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Books

By BERNIE BELLAN

By now, it’s become standard
practice for emergency room
physician and CBC radio

host Dr. Brian Goldman to appear
at the Asper Campus whenever he
launches a new book. The first time
was in 2011, when he spoke in the
Berney Theatre to promote his first
book, The Night Shift, which talked
about what really goes in a hospital
emergency room.

Then, in 2015 – on Super Bowl
Sunday no less, Goldman packed
‘em in to the Berney Theatre again,
this time to talk about his book, The
Secret Language of Doctors, which
peeled back the covers to expose
some of the often funny, but occasionally highly insulting lingo used by
doctors in hospitals.

So, it was no surprise that Goldman chose the Campus to launch his most
recent book, The Power of Kindness – Why Empathy is Essential in
Everyday Life, on Sunday, May 13. Since the Berney Theatre was booked,
however, the location for the book launch shifted to the Multipurpose
Room. In some ways that was a better venue, as the audience was closer to
Goldman while he spoke. At one point, in fact, in order to demonstrate
“empathy” – which is what the book is all about, Goldman took a seat in
the audience and pretended he was someone else listening to Dr. Goldman.

When she introduced Goldman to the audience, Rady JCC Executive
Director Gayle Waxman noted that “every time he comes to Winnipeg he
makes a point of calling us up and asking whether he can speak here.”

Gayle also introduced  former CBC radio host Terry MacLeod, who
served as interviewer for the evening. (Kudos to the CBC for giving us
such talented radio hosts as MacLeod and Ismaila Alfa – who interviewed
Goldman when he spoke at the Berney Theatre in 2015.) MacLeod pro-
ceeded to ask Goldman about certain chapters in his most recent book.

But, before they
delved into the book,
MacLeod began his
interview by asking
Goldman where his phi-
losophy of medicine
comes from?

Goldman said, “You
want to go back to the
roots of my upbringing.
I’m a good listener; I
always listen to what
people say and what
they mean…The truth
sets us free…In avoid-
ing that conversation,
we create more

strife…What if you could really hear what people
meant?”

Goldman went on to say that he’s given Ted Talks on the subject of lis-
tening to patients several times. One of them – about doctors making mis-
takes, has been viewed over a million times on Youtube, he said. (You can
view it at https://www.ted.com/talks/brian_goldman_doctors_make_mis-
takes_can_we_talk_about_that.)

MacLeod asked him, “What do you mean by ‘empathy’”?
Goldman said: “Sympathy is a gesture of concern expressed by someone

who really doesn’t feel what you feel…somewhat detached.”
Empathy, on the other hand, he explained, has three components: emo-

tional, cognitive, and emotional concern. He went on to define all three.
“Emotional empathy,” Goldman explained, is “what a mother feels when

a child is getting stitches. When I see someone missing a limb, I feel pain.”
(Jokingly, Goldman added that he wouldn’t want a surgeon to feel that kind
of empathy while operating on someone.)

“Cognitive empathy”, he said, is “the ability to use your imagination to
picture yourself in the place of someone else.”

Finally, “emotional concern” is when “you get jazzed by running into the
problem, not away from the problem”. 

MacLeod asked: “Why did you start the book
in your own brain?”

Goldman explained that “I was accused of
being unkind by a family.” He went on to talk
about a situation in which he was the emergency
room doctor some years ago when a patient was
brought into emergency.

Goldman described that particular situation as
one in which there was no “medical reason” to
admit the patient, but you had to admit that
patient anyway. He said that is what is referred to
as a “social admission”. In this particular case,
the patient was close to dying, but there was
nothing that could be done for the patient med-
ically.

As a result, the patient was being forced to sit
in emergency for quite a long time – until a bed
could be freed up which, under the circum-
stances, was not going to happen anytime soon.

The family of the patient kept asking, “When is
she going to get a bed? When is she going to be
seen by an intern?”

The daughter of the patient finally asked
Goldman: “Have you actually made a referral?”

“I snapped at her,” Goldman admitted.

Months later, the husband of the woman – who
did die soon after being admitted, wrote
Goldman a letter. “He accused me of being
unkind,” Goldman said.

“They had me busted,” he continued. “It was
only years later when my own father passed
away that I experienced something like what that
family went through. I went on a personal jour-
ney – and a physical journey.”

Dr. Brian Goldman launches The Power of Kindness – 
Why Empathy is Essential in Everyday Life

Dr. BRIAN GOLDMAN, host of CBC Radio’s
“White Coat Black Art”,
at the Rady JCC May 13

 
 

Israel Pavilion-Folklorama  
Festival Assistant 
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activities for the Israel Pavilion-Shalom Square, 2018. The Festival Assistant will have responsibilities in 
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Fax: (204) 477-7530 
Email: radyhr@radyjcc.com 
 
We thank all applicants who apply; however only those selected for further consideration will be 
contacted. Continued on next page.
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Goldman proceeded to describe time he spent visiting other countries to
see what he could learn about attitudes toward empathy in other cultures.
His most interesting experiences, he said, were in Japan. That country has
a rapidly aging population but, unlike other countries which are also expe-
riencing similar problems, refuses to allow caregivers from other countries
to stay in the country for more than three years. As a result, there is a
tremendous shortage of caregivers in Japan. 

But, rather than dealing with the situation by allowing more caregivers
into the country, Japan has attempted to develop a technological fix, task-
ing scientists there with  attempting to develop caregiver robots. (To see a
video of what’s happening in Japan, go to doctorbriangoldman.com.)

Of course, the challenges in building an empathetic robot are huge,
Goldman explained. “Human beings are hard wired to bond to everything.”
For instance, he referred to people’s attachment to pets. Replicating that in
a robot isn’t easy.

Another story Goldman told was about meeting a well-know residential
school survivor by the name of Ted Fontaine. Fontaine has been involved
in a project “embodying empathy”, Goldman explained. Computer pro-
grammers have “attempted to create the first virtual reality interaction with
a residential school”. (Interestingly, Goldman noted that the inspiration for
the project came from a similar idea that was developed by the Holocaust
Foundation, for which Steven Spielberg has been so deeply committed.
One of the foundation’s projects has been to create a hologram of a
Holocaust survivor. We wrote about that project in our story about
Holocaust survivor Pinchas Gutter.)

As Goldman described it, he was able to put on a set of virtual reality
goggles that are known as “Oculus Rift’ and actually experience residential
school life. At one point Fontaine began describing the leather straps that
the priests in the school would carry with them for quick administration to
misbehaving students.

The experience of hearing that, Goldman said, jolted him into having “a
flashback to when I got the strap” in school (for something that was no fault
of his, he told the audience: One day in gym class his shorts ripped in the
crotch area and he was too embarrassed to participate in class. As a result
he was sent to the principal’s office. Rather than tell the principal why he
wouldn’t participate in gym class, Goldman said he did the first thing that
came instinctively to him – and stuck out his tongue at the principal.)

Fontaine, Goldman said, has participated in educational programs where
he tells the story of his own residential school experience alongside a
Holocaust survivor by the name of Max Aikin. Together, the two “share the
pain”, Goldman explained.

Later, Goldman described the work of someone named Mary Gordon
who, in 1996 developed a plan in the United States that attempts to instill
empathy in students who come from troubled backgrounds through a 27-

session program spread out through the school year.

That program has been successful in reducing violence, Goldman said.

But, can you teach kids to be empathetic? he wondered. The answer, he
said, is “no, but you can ignite what’s already there – because we’re hard
wired to be empathetic.”

He went on to note how individuals who themselves have a “limitation”
of one sort or another can empathize with individuals who may have a
completely different “limitation”. He told the story of a Tim Hortons owner
who had been born deaf, and who later hired a young special needs student
by the name of Clint – despite being told that Clint could never handle
working at a Tim Hortons. Clint went on to become the “best employee” at
that Tim Hortons, Goldman said, but only because his employer could
relate to him from the start.

Terry MacLeod asked Goldman to describe what he meant by the term
“validation”, to which he refers in his book.

Goldman cited the work of someone named Naomi Feil, who spent years
working with residents suffering from dementia in a Pennsylvania seniors’
home. Feil developed the theory that behaviours often seen in dementia
patients, such as repetitive banging or speaking in languages that can’t be
understood, were manifestations of those individuals “retreating into their
own reality”.

“They revisit major traumas of their lives,” Goldman said. “Many retreat
to a time when they had agency. The rantings and bangings are symbolic.
If you validate it they calm down.”

He cited, as an example, the oft-heard cry of a dementia patient who
wants to see his or her mother - or grandmother, as the case may be.

In those cases, Goldman said, it is often useful to employ what he
described as a “therapeutic lie”. Ask the patient, “What would you say to
your mother if she were here?”

He also added these words of advice: “If you’re with someone who’s agi-
tated, centre yourself. If you’re agitated, you can’t empathize with some-
one who’s agitated.”

As a result of his own “voyage of discovery”, Goldman said, “I redis-
covered my own kindness…A lot of us go into fields like medicine or
social work to do good.”

He is now able to relate to patients in a way that he didn’t before, he said.
He can say to them: “I’ve sat where you’re sitting. If I were you, I’d be furi-
ous, too.” 

“We are living in an unkind world,” Goldman said. “Kindness costs noth-
ing. They know when you’re not kind. If you want to invest in yourself, be
kind.”

By MYRON LOVE
Michael Taranov’s family came to Canada in

search of peace and security. 
In addition to that, Michael has also found a sense

of community different from most of his peers.
Originally from Russia, the Taranov Family

moved to Israel - to Nazareth Ilit – when he was six.
Michael’s parents, Leonid and Galina, came to
Winnipeg in 2004. “My father was looking for a
more peaceful life,” Michael says.

He and his brother, Anton, followed somewhat
later.

“I was finishing my military service when my
parents moved to Winnipeg,” Michael says. “I was
an air force technician.”

Michael Taranov came to Winnipeg in 2007. His
first job was working in a door factory while he
learned English. Three years ago, after working
several different jobs, a friend suggested he start his
own business and Lockmish Locksmith Services
was born.

Taranov offers mobile locksmith services in and
around Winnipeg. No matter the problem, he can
resolve it.

“Demand is strong and business is growing,” he says.
While Lockmish Locksmith has had some larger commercial clients,

Taranov notes that most of his calls are resi-
dential.

But Taranov was not content to simply
enjoy the good life – building a business,
hanging out with friends and enjoying his
family. He wanted something more meaning-
ful for himself and his family. He has found
that meaning in Orthodox Judaism. 

“I feel that it is important to focus on
Hashem,” he says.

Four years ago, he began attending syna-
gogue regularly. He has become a mainstay of
the venerable Ashkenazi Synagogue – near
his home in the old North End – where he
attends services most mornings. On Shabbat,
he is usually at the Talmud Torah (the
Ashkenazi doesn’t have Shabbat services).
And most evenings, he is either at the
Chavurat Tefila Synagogue for
mincha/maariv services or studying at the
Lubavitch Centre. 

And just about a month ago, Michael, His
wife, Tanya Leah, and children, Talia and

Amnon, welcomed the newest member of the family. Omer’s brit milah
was held naturally at the Lubavitch Centre.

Russian-born Michael Taranov and family find peace, community in Winnipeg

(Continued from previous page.)

MICHAEL TARANOV has found meaning
in Orthodox Judaism
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By BERNIE BELLAN
(Note: My meeting with

Canada’s Ambassador to
Irsael, Deborah Lyons,
occurred before news began
to appear about the most
recent violence on Israel’s
border with Gaza - and well
before Prime Minister
Trudeau issued a statement
that was strongly critical of
Israel’s actions on May 14.)

On Monday, May 14
Canada’s Ambassador
to Israel, Deborah

Lyons, visited Winnipeg and
spent part of the day meeting
with community representatives at the Asper Campus.

Unlike her sometimes controversial predecessor, Vivian Bercovici, who
had been appointed by Stephen Harper in 2014, Lyons is a career diplomat,
having served most recently as Canada’s Ambassador to Afghanistan.
(Bercovici, by the way, ended up making aliyah to Israel following her
term as ambassador there; she now lives in Tel Aviv and is an occasional
contributor to the Jerusalem Post.)

While I did interview Ambassador Lyons, prior to my turning on my
recorder I told her that I didn’t want to do the kind of interview to which
she was probably accustomed. I said that she was probably used to being
asked questions about furthering trade ties between Canada and Israel,
about tourism, perhaps about Canada’s position vis-à-vis the Palestine-
Israel conflict. But, I said to her, I didn’t expect her to say anything more
than the usual niceties about expanding trade and tourism ties, and Canada
not willing to move its embassy to Jerusalem.

So, instead, I said to
Ambassador Lyons: Let’s just
talk about what it’s like being
an ambassador in Israel. I also
asked her whether she hap-
pened to know another
Canadian ambassador by the
name of Matthew Levin, who was a childhood friend of mine and who has
served as Canada’s ambassador to Columbia, Cuba, and Spain. (As you
might guess, Matthew is fluent in Spanish, also French and Italian.)

Ambassador Lyons immediately perked up, saying: “Matthew? I’ve
known him for years.” I told Ambassador Lyons that, back a few years ago
when I had wanted to interview Matthew while he was Ambassador to
Cuba, apparatchiks in External Affairs wouldn’t let me speak with him
directly. Instead, I was asked to email any questions to Ottawa and officials
there would vet them first before considering sending them on to Matthew.
I told those officious bureaucrats to forget it – and, rather than oblige them,
I said I would write a story about how I was being prevented from inter-
viewing Canada’s Ambassador to Cuba, who was, after all, a former
Winnipegger with deep roots in our Jewish community here - and that’s
what I ended up doing. 

It was a change of pace, therefore, to be able to speak one-on-one with
Canada’s Ambassador to Israel – without her having any handlers present
to intervene.

I asked Ambassador Lyons how long she’s been in Israel? She said she
was appointed in September 2016.

Before that, as I noted, she had been Canada’s Ambassador to
Afghanistan. “I went there for one year (in 2014), because that was the
length of my assignment – and I ended up staying for three,” she added.

“So I threatened Prime Minister Netanyahu that I’ve come to Israel for
three years, but I might end up staying for a decade,” she added.

We talked about Afghanistan a bit. Surprisingly, Ambassador Lyons said
she loved her post there. “I got out quite a bit. I felt completely safe,” she
said.

“How much of Israel have you seen?” I asked her.
“Well,” she answered, “I’ve been up north, I go to Jerusalem three or four

times a week, I have been to the desert many times. I would say I’ve cov-
ered a lot of it, but not as much I’d like to.”

While Ambassador Lyons does not include the Palestinian territories in
her mandate as Ambassador to Israel, she did say that she has been to
Ramallah (where Canada has a “special representative”). 

“The (Canadian) people there do the development work, work with
UNRWA. There are also  some security people and a couple of political
staffers.”

“I was just there a week ago,” Ambassador Lyons noted, “because it’s
important to know what’s happening in the West Bank – and in Gaza.”

“Do you meet with any NGOs (Non-Governmental Organizations)?” I
asked her.

“Absolutely,” Ambassador Lyons answered.
“Have you met anyone from the New Israel Fund?” I asked.
“My staff have met people from there and I’ve met a few – but not late-

ly,” she answered. (The NIF, if you didn’t know, is quite active in lobbying
for social change in Israel and has a strong Canadian presence, although
primarily in Toronto.)

“I met with pretty much all the NGOs in my first year there,” she said.
“Also think tanks, the IDC (International Development Corporation). I
don’t meet with them all so much  now, but depending on what the issue
is, either my staff meets with them or I meet with them.”

“Do you get out as much as you want?” I asked.

Canada’s Ambassador to Israel visits Winnipeg
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Continued on page 24. See “Ambassador to Israel”.

Four years ago - on a solidarity mis-
sion to Israel during that year’s Gaza
War - with then-Canadian Ambas-
sador to Israel VIVIAN
BERCOVICI (who, folowing her
removal from the post by the Liberal
Government in 2016, made aliyah to
Israel and is now an occasional con-
tributor to the Jerusalem Post)

Jewish Federation CEO
ELAINE GOLDSTINE (left)
with Canadian Ambassador to
Israel DEBORAH LYONS



Reviewed by HOLLY HARRIS 

There’s a famous adage penned by
American legend Mark Twain that goes,
“Write what you know.”

University of Manitoba constitutional law
professor, Dr. Bryan Schwartz, 61, did just that
for notably his first stage musical,
“Consoulation: A Musical Meditation,” mining
his own Jewish familial roots for nuggets of
gold, often evoking the spirit of Belgium song-
ster Jacques Brel himself.  

The 100-minute production that ran April 23
– 27 at the Gas Station Arts Centre,  directed
by Winnipeg theatre veteran Ross McMillan,
featured an all-local cast including: Tom
Anniko, Katy Hedalen, Kevin Klassen, and
Simon Miron in the lead role. McMillan’s own
minimal set design included four café chairs and an onstage “tent” dou-
bling as a projection screen for Matt Gillies’s evocative video images that
added further visual layering. 

The loosely autobiographical story tells of Isaac Erevan, whose father has
just died, and who once regaled his son with a story of a dying Rabbi’s
cryptic benediction, “Life is like a river.” After Isaac’s young son Michael
innocently asks, “Is Zaida in heaven?,” he is propelled into a reflective
journey of soul-searching through his own valley of grief, discovering the
consolation of art along the way. 

It is indeed impressive how the internationally renowned lawyer, who
still maintains a legal practice including appearances at the Supreme Court
of Canada, has penned 31 original songs (24 for this production) ostensibly
undercover over the last 20-plus years as a labour of love. He also owes a
debt of gratitude to Winnipeg pianist/musical director Richard Boughton,
whose tightly crafted band arrangements were performed by four of the
city’s finest musicians, including himself (keyboard); Janice Finlay
(winds); Rob Siwik (drums), and Nenad Zdjelar (bass). 

Consoulation unfolds as a touching memory piece, as well as a loving
tribute to Schwartz’s own late father, Charles Schwartz, whose death in
1997 first ignited his son’s passion to compose songs. It also speaks to the
ties that bind between generations, and arguably becomes a “coming-of-
age” story for its middle-aged protagonist. Schwartz proves himself a high-
ly sensitive composer/lyricist, with the show’s gentle lullabies, such as
Isaac’s song to his infant son, “Enough for a Lullaby,” and “Michael’s
Lullaby”  - notably Schwartz’s first creation - particularly moving, sung
superbly by Miron. 

Hedalen, appearing in multiple roles also performed a gorgeous “Enough
for a lullaby,” during one of the early flashback scenes as Isaac’s mother,
her lyrical voice floating through its repeated refrain, “Lai lai la lailai” as
sweet as iconic Yiddish lullaby “Rozhinkes mit Mandlen.”

Another lump-in-your-throat moment comes when Isaac
recounts his father teaching him how to ride a bicycle in
“Moving Forward,” performed with Anniko, who also morphed
through various roles, with its final lines,” I’m behind you, and
you know you’ll always be all right” bringing a tear to many an
eye during opening night’s performance. 

In the powerful “Scapegoat,” Schwartz literally gives voice to
the hapless goat Azalel banished into the desert to absolve the
Israelites from their sins on Yom Kippur, as chronicled in
Leviticus. This piece, sung by Hedalen, could easily stand alone
on any stage, with video images of a fleeing goat underscoring
its message of sacrifice – and ultimately, forgiveness. 

Love songs are notoriously tricky to write. Schwartz resists
any temptation to fall into “moon, June, spoon” clichés, creat-
ing a poignant “Calm of Your Eyes” for Miron and Hedalen,
with the latter now portraying Isaac’s future wife. 

But he also writes a mean swing tune as well, with “Daniel in
The Lion’s Den” belted out by Klassen, and a bluesy “It All
Washes Out in the End,” (and my hat’s off to anyone able to pull
off such lyrics as: “Eroded, corroded, and finally zeroeded”)
energizing the entire show - more of these would be welcomed.
His hard-driving rock numbers, including an ebullient “Aliyah”
with the ensemble rising to the challenge during its rousing
refrain “Aliyah yah yah yah yah yah yah,” and “Captain of My
Soul,” proves still waters run deep for this seemingly mild-man-
nered law professor secretly writing tunes worthy of a David
Lee Roth. Klassen’s spine-tingling wail during
“Shehecheyanu,” sung a cappella and later joined by Miron
gave this writer goose bumps.  

Another tenet in showbiz is to “show, not tell,” and at times
the production laced with religious and spiritual reflections (and
nothing wrong with that) risked becoming overly didactic (as
fascinating as it is to hear Biblical stories brought to life and

Talmudic musings that always feel so relevant to
modern times). The lengthy show sans intermis-
sion could also easily be whittled to create a
tighter, sharper focus. There were several
“bumps” in the narrative likely owing to script
cuts, although the fluidity of its “meditative” style
mitigated this initially jarring effect.   

But Schwartz clearly writes from his heart – and
soul – and his first musical venture not only
reveals a budding Sondheim in our midst, but also
serves as an ever-timely reminder of the profound
comfort and healing power of art. Kudos to
McMillan and his dedicated cast for its commit-
ment to this world premiere, and especially to
Schwartz for daring to take a creative and person-
al risk in his second Act of life, offering a front
row seat to his own river of dreams. 

For more information, visit: consoulation.ca
Holly Harris has been the classical music/opera/dance critic for the

Winnipeg Free Press since 2004. She also holds a theatre degree in play-
writing, and has reviewed shows at the Winnipeg Fringe Festival for many
moons. 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   15

Music

Consoulation: A Musical Meditation  

What some people had to say about Tutor Doctor:
Hello Ian,
I would like to thank you for everything that you have done for Mark and his steps

regarding his SAT prep with Nikhil. He has been FANTASTIC. We just finished our
last session and he is really getting the concepts and starting to understand and work
through things that he must prepare for. He has really helped Mark understand math
and ELA more. So again, we would like to thank you for your time and help. 

Hi Ian,
Everything is going well, Dana is focusing more on pre-calculus and is very con-

fident in her learnings with Karanpal. 

Hi Ian,
All is well with us. I hope the same for you.
It went very well with Nikhil. Manjot really liked him and felt he was a much bet-

ter teacher than the one he had. Manjot wrote his exam and felt comfortable. In fact,
he finished early. He doesn’t think he’ll get 100% this time, but we’re sure it will be
a good mark (I hope you know that he got a 100% twice).

I have no concerns, only praise. 
Thank you for your help. It is greatly appreciated.
We’ll be in touch I’m sure.

Hello Ian,
Finally, the Physics teacher informed my son Anthony that he got 91% or above

on his re-do test but he did not give him any results or his paper to check what went
wrong.

We would like to thank you and Ryan for this help.

BRYAN SCHWARTZ with his mother SARAH



said though is
that “almost
$300,000 had
been raised
through the
gala” for JCFS.

Following the dinner, a film was shown in
which various clients of JCFS offered testimo-
nials as to how JCFS had been instrumental in
helping them to repair their lives. (One of those
individuals who appeared in the film, Larry
Morris, also spoke later in the evening.)

At that point a young woman by the name
of Carli Rossall took to the podium. Carli is
someone who made quite an impression at last year’s Limmud, when she
spoke of her own journey dealing with addiction issues. (I didn’t hear Carli
speak at Limmud, but Myron Love wrote a riveting account of hearing her
presentation in March 2017 for our paper that left me regretting not having
heard her back then.)

As Carli Rossall began to speak, however, I realized immediately why
Myron, along with so many others with whom I spoke, was left enthralled by
Carli’s talk last year: Her candor, composure – and courage, are remarkable
for someone who has gone through what Carli has gone through. (And inter-
estingly, later in the week, when I was able to hear Dr. Brian Goldman deliv-
er a talk on empathy, I was struck by how closely Dr. Goldman’s message
coincided with what Carli Rossall also told the audience . At one point Dr.
Goldman noted that the best addiction counselors are addicts themselves; they
can relate like no one else to their clients.)

Carli said that she “has struggled with drugs and alcohol…At the end of the
day all our (addicts’) stories are the same. It always starts off with a trauma.
We seek pacification through substances. Eventually, if we’re lucky, we find
ourselves seeking help through counseling.”

“What is my story?” Carli said to the audience. She went back to her years
in high school at Gray Academy, when one of her teachers was Mrs. (Bonnie)
Rafaeli.

“Mrs. Rafaeli was passionate about narrative (in writing stories), Carli
explained. 

“A good story has a beginning, a climax, and an end,” Carli continued; how-
ever, she admitted, “It would be wrong to say my story has a clean end.

“I will always have this disease,” Carli said, although “I didn’t think I could
have an addiction because I was Jewish. I thought I was the only Jewish per-
son to end up in the back of a cop car or sleeping on the floor of a crack house.

“One in four Canadians will struggle with substance addiction at some point
in their lives,” Carli warned.

But, “if you fall down, get back up,” she insisted.
Finally, in a nod to the success JCFS has had in helping Carli – and others

like her, she said: “Hope…that’s what I have because of programs like the
ones at JCFS.”

As I noted earlier, one of the speakers this evening had also been part of a
film about JCFS that was shown earlier to the audience.

Larry Morris explained that his situation was different from Carli’s. Larry
has mental health issues, he said. (He’s bi polar, he explained later.)

“But,” he claimed, “while the stigma surrounding addiction has largely dis-
sipated, it still remains surrounding mental health.”

“Growing up,” Larry said, “I was subjected to anti-Semitism in junior high
school. I left for Israel in high school.”

It was while in Israel that Larry said he discovered a “sense of connection
with the Jewish community” – something, he said he’s also felt through JCFS.

“People with mental health issues – also addicts,” Larry explained, “need a
safe haven.” That’s something that JCFS has been able to provide him and
others, he said.

But, the resources available in Manitoba are less sufficient than those that
are available in other jurisdictions, according to Larry.

“I was hospitalized a number of times in Vancouver for depression,” he said.
But there, “I was prescribed a consultant and a psychiatrist. In Winnipeg,”
Larry continued, “it’s very difficult to get adequate treatment. Treatment cen-
tres have long wait lists.”

Yet, JCFS has been of great help to him, he said. And, “for JCFS to contin-
ue to be successful we have to rally together. If you know someone who is not
getting treatment for addiction or mental health issues, call JCFS – that’s what
a caring community does.”

By then, it was time to bring on the entertainment: The Maccabeats – a ter-
rific acapella group of young guys hailing from New York, where they all got
their start in Yeshiva University’s student vocal group. 

One final note: I was talking to gala event organizer Jessica Kraut who, I
found out, is married to Miles Kraut. Jessica and her staff did a terrific job
organizing this beautiful gala and, in parting, I said to her: “Jessica, I’ve got
the perfect slogan for you:  ‘You get more “Miles per gala” when you use
Jessica Kraut to plan your gala!’
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JCFS  Gala
Continued from page 1.

All photos courtesy of 
Manuel F. Sousa Photography

DANITA DUBINSKY
AZIZA

President, JCFS

Rabbi 
MATTHEW LEIBL

MC

Gray Academy NASHAMA CHOIR 
under direction of teacher AVI POSEN (left)

The MACCABEATS - acapella group, all graduates of Yeshiva
University, that provided the evening’s entertainment

CARLI ROSSALL
Guest speaker and 
JCFS Case Worker

AL BENARROCH
Executive Director,

JCFS 

Liberals were out in force Tuesday, May 16 at the Asper Campus,
announcing more money for hiring students this summer. In the pic-
ture are (from left to right): Lindsay Sawyer, Senior Vice-President of
the Rady JCC Board of Directors (with her newborn baby girl,
Carrie-James Mollie Sawyer-Fay); Terry Duguid, Member of
Parliament for Winnipeg South; the Honorable Patty Hadju, Minister
of Employment, Workforce Development, and Labour; the
Honourable Jim Carr, Minister of Natural Resources; Gayle
Waxman, Executive Director of the Rady JCC; and Robert Falcon-
Oullette, Member of Parliament for Winnipeg Centre

Federal Government Student Summer Jobs
program announcement at Asper Campus
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The WAVE

H.RogueRaiders studio gallery 
In the town of Winnipeg Beach 
1.204.389.5633 email: hroggere@mymts.net 
#15 WAVE Interlake Artists’ Studio Tour 
New works ‘Coddiwomples’ by H’ma 
And scenes from Lake and Marsh 

Interlake WAVE Artists’ Studio Tour
Heather Dawson

Studio #7

Terry Mellway and Gwen Harp will be participating in the WAVE in September only

Linda Goodman’s original, hand-forged
jewellery pieces, in both refined and rustic
styles, are inspired by her deep connection
with nature. Precious and semi-precious gems
and metals, along with natural elements of
antler, bone and stone, give her pieces a talis-
manic quality that appeal on a symbolic and
spiritual level. 

Nature’s palette is inspiration for
colourful stained glass projects at
Cat’ch Yer Eye. Just a few miles
south of Gimli, Carol & Claude
Hebert have been fashioning eye-
catching stained glass for years.

F i f r i l d i
means butter-
fly in Old
Norse and
represents the
spirit. 

Milli pro-
duces her
recycled paper
in her studio
using a
process that is
creative, col-
laborative, &
environmen-
tally friendly.
Paper work
can be fun!

Lake water flows through Gayle’s brush,
creating award-winning images of Lake
Winnipeg on canvas.  Visit her studio in
Winnipeg Beach.

A love of nature & an insatiable curiosity
leads to many unique stained glass & fused
glass creations. Stop in here and pick Heather
Dawson’s brain about tools, techniques, or
custom work.

Julia immigrated to Canada over 50 years
ago and her paintings have been portraying
immigrants, past & present, ever since - mak-
ing visible their struggles & dreams.

“Coddiwomples” by H.RogueRaiders.
Repurposed flotsam. Pots, bowls & mugs by
Gabriele. Eclectic art objects by Marianne.
Fibre artist/feltmaker Dianne Fitzmaurice.

In Winnipeg Beach.

By combining gesso & sand, Rosemary is
able to harness light to illuminate shape &
shadow, revealing the hidden stories within.
You will also find this “relief” work on glass
& mirrors.

Experience the beauty of our world!
Night and day, land and sea, Stephanie
Sutton brings you her perspective of Earth’s
wonders, from crumbling castles to the life of
ants. She invites you to come travel with her
& exult in the colour and marvel of creation!

Once again, Interlake artists will be show-
casing their work for the public in the WAVE
Interlake Artists’ Studio Tour, which is pre-
sented twice a year: in June and in
September.

The first tour will be taking place the week-
end of June 9 & 10 when over 20 artists will
be opening up their studios so that members
of the public can both see the artists at work
and purchase some of those artists’ works.

For more information on this year’s WAVE
tour, along with information on Adventures
with Art, download the WAVE brochure at
watchthewave.ca



By BERNIE BELLAN

The Jewish Heritage
Centre held another in a
series of programs

looking back at a century of
Manitoba Jewish physicians
on Thursday, May 17, at the
Berney Theatre.

Once again, the theatre was
filled to overflowing. If noth-
ing else, it proves the adage
that, if you want to get a
good crowd out to an event,
promise someone you’re going to talk about them. This time, it was Jewish
pediatricians, psychiatrists, and obstetrician/gynecologists who were dis-
cussed.

As in the other programs in this series – the evening was a combination
of history, medicine, and levity. If nothing else, the doctors who presented
this particular evening managed to touch all three bases. They recited the
names of all Jewish physicians who had ever been involved in each of the
respective specialties mentioned; they told some very interesting, often
amusing anecdotes about many of those same physicians; and they engaged
in a lively roundtable discussion pondering some fairly profound questions
just why it is that so many Jews had gone into medicine – and, in particu-
lar, psychiatry and obstetrics/gynecology over the years. (But not so much
any more it would seem of late, although one member of the audience chal-
lenged that notion.)

The first presenter was Dr. Neil Margolis, talking about Jewish pediatri-
cians. By my count, he listed 33 Jewish pediatricians who have practiced
in Manitoba, along with three department heads of the Faculty of Medicine
at the University of Manitoba.

Margolis talked at length about Dr. Harry Medovy, who was the first
Jewish department head (1954-70) in the faculty. Known as “Hurricane
Harry” – he was always in a hurry, Margolis explained, Medovy made
many contributions to pediatrics in Manitoba, Margolis noted.

He led campaigns to add Vitamins C and D to milk; campaigned against
smoking; arranged to have rural residents stop drinking from well water;

and played a
major role in the
polio vaccina-
tion program.

A n o t h e r
notable depart-
ment head has
been Dr. Cheryl
R o c k m a n -
G r e e n b e r g
(2004-14), who
just recently
was given the

Order of Manitoba. Rockman-Greenberg’s contributions in the areas of
metabolic and genetic research are renowned.

Margolis also mentioned Dr. Percy Barsky, among others, for his contri-
bution to the field of pediatrics – and for the key role he played in having
the quota on Jewish doctors lifted in the 1940s.

One amusing story Margolis told was of a time – many years ago appar-
ently, when a five-year-old girl was in his office to receive an immuniza-
tion. Margolis said that the girl “was very upset” over getting that needle
and told him “my father is a lawyer and he’s going to sue you.” Margolis
noted that girl – now grown up, was in the audience that night. (He never
did disclose her name. Is there a statute of limitations on suing a doctor for
giving a needle, I wonder?)

Next up was Dr. Manuel Matas talking about Jewish psychiatrists. He
began his talk by referring to the pejorative terms that used to be given to
facilities where individuals with mental health issues were taken.  “Insane
asylum” was the most commonly used term, although we all know other
names as well.  In Manitoba, it was common for someone to say to some-
one, “I’m going to send you to Selkirk,” as a warning that needed no fur-
ther elaboration.

While the Manitoba Medical College was established in 1883, Matas
noted, it was not until 1954 that a Department of Psychiatry was formed.
The first Jewish psychiatrist in Manitoba was Dr. John Matas, who also
started the first psychiatric unit in a general hospital (St. Boniface).

Other notable psychiatrists Matas singled out for particular praise includ-
ed: Dr. Harry Prosen (first Jewish head of the Department of Psychiatry in
the Faculty of Medicine, 1975-87); Dr. Bill Bebchuk (second Jewish
department head); Dr. Phil Katz – “a giant in his field” according to Matas
(child and adolescent psychiatry); Dr. Harvey Chochinov (renowned pal-
liative care expert); Dr. Murray Stein (expert in anxiety disorders); Dr. Will
Fleisher (child & adolescent psychiatry); Dr. Fred Shane (forensic psychi-
atry); Dr. Michael Eleff (director of postgraduate education in psychiatry);
Dr. Stan Yaren (program director, forensic psychiatry at Health Science
Centre); and Dr. Mark Prober (director of faculty counseling services).

Manuel Matas spoke of the stigma attached to mental health issues. He
referred to Prince Harry as one individual who has come forward to discuss
his own trauma aa a result of having lost his mother – Princess Diana, when
he was only 12. 

“Harry wasn’t allowed to talk about her. He was on the verge of a com-
plete breakdown until William told him to go for counseling,” Matas noted.
Since then, he’s played a key role in bringing awareness of mental health
issues to public attention.

Matas also referred to the typical stereotyping of psychiatrists in books,
television and movies. He cited several instances of caricatures of psychi-
atrists, the most notorious being Hannibal Lechter. 

As is the custom at these events, the names of all Jewish physicians in the
specialty that is being discussed that evening were projected on to the
screen. Matas produced one especially fascinating slide showing how
many Jewish psychiatrist siblings  there have been in Manitoba over the
years: Would you believe eight pairs of siblings have been in the profes-
sion?  By my count there were 25 other names shown on the screen, by the
way.

The final presenter for the evening was Dr. Richard Boroditsky, talking
about Ob/Gyn. Before launching into a recitation of Manitoba Jews who
have been engaged in that particular practice, Boroditsky paid tribute to a
famous Jewish doctor by the name of Ignaz Semmelweiss who lived in the
19th century and who, in Boroditsky’s description, saved more lives than
any other doctor in history with three simple words: “Wash your hands.”

When Semmelweiss began practicing in Vienna, he was horrified to
observe that the incidence of mortality among women giving birth in hos-
pitals was three times higher than among women who used midwives, as a
result of the prevalence of sepsis setting in after doctors had delivered their
babies. Scorned by his fellow practitioners, Semmelweiss actually ended
his days in a Vienna insane asylum, where he was beaten by guards and
died from his wounds. (A fascinating aside to what had already been a very
interesting evening)

Jewish Heritage Centre holds another  in continuing series 
of programs about Manitoba Jewish physicians
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Bridges for Peace held its annual dinner on Thursday, May 10 at
Immanuel Pentecostal Church. Guest speaker Kasim Hafeez, who is a for-
mer Israel-hater, but who is now a strong proponent of Israel currently
working for Christians United for Israel, was unable to attend in person.
Instead Hafeez pre-recorded a 14-minute talk in which he told his story
about coming to the realization that Israel is not the villain so many of his
fellow Muslims had made it out to be. It was when he happened to pick up
a copy of lawyer Alan Dershowitz’s book, The Case for Israel, that Hafeez
says he knew he had it all wrong. Since then, he has spent his life advocat-
ing on behalf of Israel and, although he calls Winnipeg home, he says that
he is almost always on the road - thus his inability to make it to the BFP
dinner.

Clockwise from top left: Ran Ukashi, Manitoba Regional Director for
B’nai Brith Canada; Peter Fast, Deputy National Director, Bridges for
Peace; John Howson (left), National Director Emeritus, BFP, and Eric
Molloy, National Director, BFP; Don James, National Development
Director, BFP and Victoria James, Executive Assistant, BFP; Rabbi
Anibal Mass with the Dor l’Dor Choir, Shaarey Zedek Congregation

Community news

Bridges for Peace Annual Dinner May 10

(left-right): Dr. RICHARD BORODITSKY, Dr. MANUEL MATAS, Dr. NEIL MARGOLIS

Continued on page 21. See “Physicians”.
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My, how rapidly time passes.
It seems ever so recent that
Teemu Selanne was the fea-

tured celebrity at the 45th Rady JCC
Sports Dinner on May 10th, 2017.

And the attendees couldn’t get
enough of the Finnish Flash.

Not to worry, the 2018 Sports
Dinner Organizing Committee and
the Rady JCC Board of Directors

have been burning the midnight oil to at least match the afore-
mentioned dinner with the upcoming 46th Rady JCC KEN
KRONSON Sports Dinner on Monday,  June 18, 2018.

The featured guest speaker that evening at the RBC
Convention Centre will be National Football League quarter-
back ELI MANNING. He is a two-time Super Bowl MVP, having beaten the
New England Patriots  both in 2008 and 2012.

Along with his father, Archie, the legendary former New Orleans Saints
QB, and his brother, Peyton, Super Bowl and NFL MVP, Eli Manning con-
tinues to carry the torch for his family’s great NFL quarterback legacy. 

Eli is a graduate of the University of Mississippi, where he received
numerous academic and athletic honors, including the Maxwell Award as the
nation’s best all-around player.

He will be right at home with the local dinner guests in that, off the field,
Eli is involved in numerous charitable organizations. He and his family
assisted in the relief efforts after Hurricane Katrina by organizing air lifts of
emergency supplies to areas affected by the hurricane - not to mention mul-
tiple other charitable contributions, including working with youth, the March
of Dimes, American Red Cross, children’s clinics, American Heart
Associations, and other worthy causes. 

And, as always, the dinner will honour notable Jewish athletes who
excelled in 2017, with the winner receiving the Idy and Max Nusgart
Memorial Award. A dandy group of seven is outlined below:

2018 Jewish Athletes of the Year Nominees
MATTHEW BERNSTEIN - Track and Field

A Clinical Psychology student at the University
of Manitoba, 25-year-old Matthew was one of only
10 Winnipeg athletes who competed at the 2017
Maccabiah Games in Israel. At St. Paul’s High,
Matthew was captain of the football team that won
the provincial championship and captain of the
basketball team that lost the provincial final.
Although not as active in track prior to the games,
Matthew finished 5th in the 100 meters in a time of
11.5 seconds and 5th in the 200 metres in 23.81 seconds. He did win a  bronze
medal as a member of the Canadian  4 x 400 metre relay team, which fin-
ished third behind Israel and the United States.

DAVID GURVEY - Power Weight Lifter
David was Jewish Athlete of the Year in 1992,

then, 21 years later at age 48, David returned to
competing in the sport of power lifti four years
ago. His most recent accomplishments include a
Canadian National bench press record of 113 KG
or 249 lbs in his category (the 74 KG or 163 lbs.
class. He set a provincial squat record of 147.5 KG
or 325 lbs. and a provincial dead lift record of 190
KG or 419 lbs.  David has won both provincial  and
Western Canadian gold medals and, placed 3rd at the National
Championships, held last year  in Calgary. In addition to competing, David
serves as an executive on the Manitoba Power lifting Association and has
helped Manitoba secure the 2020 National Championships.

DANIEL TSAIGER - Swimmer
Sixteen-year-old Daniel is a Grade 11 student at

Vincent Massey Collegiate. He started swimming at
age six in Israel and, by eight years of age had earned
two gold and one silver medals in the Israeli champi-
onships. Since moving to Canada he has competed at
both the provincial and national level for the Manta
Swim club. In 2012 he was named Male Junior
Swimmer of the Year in Manitoba after winning all 12
of his races at the Junior Provincial Championships.
He received the Sports Manitoba Order of Sports
Excellence award in both 2016 and 2017 as the Manta
Club’s and Manitoba’s 14-15 Gold Medal winner in the 200 metre medley
relay, and qualified for the Canada Summer Games as a member of the
Manitoba team. He was the top age group performer of the year for 2016-
2017 with the Manta Elite Group and qualified for the Speedo Western
Championship.

CAROLYN LINDNER - Curler 
Carolyn is a

very talented and
courageous dou-
ble amputee Para-
athlete. Five years
ago, this active
Special Education
teacher, wife and
mother suddenly
went into septic shock, was put on life sup-
port, spent  46 days in a coma and was given
a 10 percent chance to live. Miraculously,
she recovered, but had to teach herself to
breath on her own, eat and talk. As a result

of the infection she had developed though, Carolyn had to undergo surgery
to amputate her lower legs. In 2017, although she had never curled before,
she was invited to try out for the Manitoba Wheelchair curling team. Playing
lead - and the only woman on the team, Carolyn and her Manitoba team com-
peted at the Canadian Championships in Quebec, where theyt won the gold
medal, defeating Alberta 11-1. Carolyn also won the sportsmanship award as
voted on by her peers. She was also presented with a Sports Manitoba Order
of Excellence award. This year, as defending champions, Team Manitoba
competed at the 2018 Canadian Championships in Alberta, They had to rally
in round-robin play in order to reach the championship final, but lost to
Saskatchewan.   Carolyn was named the all-star lead at the championship.

KYLE DOERING - Curler 
Kyle is an elite 22-year-old curler who was in the

national finals for the Canadian Mixed Curling
Championships. He also made it to the semi-finals
of the Manitoba Men’s Playdowns. While still in
high school, he skipped his team to the 2012
Canadian Junior Championship. He was the third
on Matt Dunstone’s Manitoba rink that won the
2016 Canadian Junior Championship and won the
Bronze Medal at the 2016 World Junior
Championship. Now  a fourth year student in Business Administration at the
University of Winnipeg, Kyle played third for the Wesmen team, and won the
silver medal at the 2018 U Sports national Championship in Leduc, Alberta.
His team lost the championship game to Alberta 6-4. The silver medal repre-
sented the Wesmen’s best finish in program history. Kyle was named a first-
team all-Canadian and was also presented the R. W. Pugh Sportsmanship
award.

Ed. note: Kyle and his Mixed Doubles partner, Ashely Groff, were partly
sponsored by the JP&N. They proudly wore the name of this paper on their
jackets - much to our surprise!

SYDNEY HNATUK SWICK - Swimmer
A 15-year-old Grade 10 student at Vincent

Massey Collegiate, and a member of the Junior
Bison’s Swim club, Sydney competed at the 2017
Maccabiah Games where she was the top perform-
ing Canadian in the under-16 junior category and
made it to the finals in each event she entered. In
the open water competition she placed 4th out of 40
swimmers. She then competed at last year’s
Canada Summer Games, held in Winnipeg, and
competed in the 100 and 200 metre backstroke, 1500 metre freestyle and
open water events.

YONATAN ORLOV - Baton Twirler
Yonatan is now 19 years old and is a first year

Science student at the University of Winnipeg.
He started baton twirling when he was 11 and has
travelled the world competing in the sport he
loves. At the 2016 World Championships in
Sweden he finished eighth. At the 2017
International Grand Prix Competition in Croatia
he won four gold medals and placed sixth over-
all. At the 2017 Manitoba Championships, he
won seven gold medals, including a victory in the Junior Men’s Freestyle. He
was the 2017 Canadian Grand National Men’s Solo Champion and recipient
of the CBTF Male Athlete of the Year award. Yonatan was also the recipient
of the 2017 National Ron Kopas Award as the event’s top performer. At the
2018 Congressional International Cup in Baltimore, Yonatan placed second
overall and won a silver medal.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Roses to the Rady; they’ve done it again 
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sports Dinner headline speaker 
ELI MANNING
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Joanne Seiff

Awhile back, we decided that it would be
best if we tried to reserve Friday nights
and Saturdays for family stuff. On Friday

nights, we always light candles and have dinner
together. Sometimes it’s all homemade. Other
times, when someone’s sick or we can’t manage
to make a big meal, it might be take-out, but we
have it together. 

Saturdays, we often go to synagogue, but what
if there wasn’t something that seemed appropriate for our kids, or if some-
one was sick? We’re also ok with taking a walk in the neighborhood,
watching cartoons on the couch, or going to the zoo. We’re not Shomer
Shabbat, (strictly keeping the Sabbath) but that doesn’t mean we ignore it,
either. It seemed like a compromise that could work for us. Shabbat would
be a fun day we spent together, whether or not we went to a service.

To some traditional Jews, this sounds like we don’t do anything to
observe the Sabbath. To those who are nonreligious or uninterested (non-
Jewish, Jewish, whatever), this sounds like we’re just not cooperative
about attending an event, or uptight about some weird Jewish thing. Well-
intentioned friends, on either side, keep trying to define this for us. 

The traditionalist: “Oh, how strange that you went with your family to the
farmer’s market on Shabbat? I’ve never been.”

The well-intentioned nonreligious/uninterested (usually politically left
wing): “I keep sending you those emails about our all-day women’s
Saturday potlucks and you never seem to come.”

No matter how often I gently explain that Saturday is our family day to
go to synagogue and/or be together, the left wing type with the all-day
Saturday event will miss the point. It’s sort of like “I don’t like to make
divisions based on religion, so I ignore that you have one.” Inevitably,
shortly after this exchange, the person cheerfully wishes me “Happy
Easter” or asks where I’m going for Christmas.

Some might say we’re being oversensitive, but actually, even our fami-
lies reflect this. My family (less traditionally involved), asks why we don’t
just mow the lawn and get it over with on Saturday. Some of my husband’s
family feels that unless you are actually Shomer
Shabbat/Orthodox/Observant, there’s really no point. So, if you serve
Shabbat dinner but eat ice cream after the meat meal? Well, some say, that’s
not kosher…so maybe you’re not actually Jewish after all.

Of course, some Jewish people our age look surprised when I say we
avoid bread on Passover or go to synagogue. Many people we know say
they are Jewish but don’t participate in religious observance at all. It’s as if
we’re a strange extinct bird with odd plumage.

Once or twice, my kids wanted to go to a Saturday afternoon birthday
party…and as best we could tell everyone there was Jewish, but only our
kids were dressed up after going to services. We’d bring them to the party,

but feel awkward about the whole thing. Should we have insisted they
change? Should we say “no Shabbat birthday parties?” (Why? Parties are
fun on Shabbat, right?) Where is the compromise?)

This is a hard path to navigate. I feel like I’ve been on it my whole life.
Every so often, I have a quick, surprisingly intimate conversation with
another person who feels this way, who has navigated the same path. I want
my family to be a Jewish one. I define Judaism as a religion.

I want my kids to feel proud of who they are. I don’t want them to feel
ostracized or shamed either for attending services or choosing to take the
day to play as a family instead.

It’s hard to explain this, but I suspect some readers will understand, in a
small way, what I’m getting at, because unless you’ve always been part of
an in-crowd, you too have traveled along some part of this path. 

This time of year we celebrate Shavuot. We may joke that we’re receiv-
ing….ice cream! Cheesecake! Blintzes! Actually though, we’re celebrating
receiving the Torah. This year we’re going to be out of town during the hol-
iday, and we’ll miss it. I’m sorry about that. I wouldn’t cancel the trip to
insist on observing the holiday, but I’ll also feel torn, bittersweet about not
celebrating…or eating all those dairy foods.

Jewish movements, as we know them in North America, are not very old.
Reform Judaism began in 19th century Germany, and Conservative and
Orthodox Judaism defined themselves as a reaction to the Reform move-
ment. Yet, for many of us, these delineations are somewhat artificial, too.
There are the Reform families who light candles every Shabbat (mine did)
and the Orthodox families who don’t. It’s all a spectrum of choice and prac-
tice.

Some ask, “Do you tear toilet paper on Shabbat?” and others want to
know what plates you use for your Chinese take-out. It’s all a balancing
act…but it’s ours to balance.

Finding your groove, your comfortable space within Judaism isn’t a logic
problem but an ongoing exercise. It’s never permanent…but it is emotion-
al, meaningful, and sometimes awkward. For me, at least, the embarrass-
ment of the explanation is overcome by the satisfaction I feel when my kids
belt out a Sheheyanu blessing together, or when my Jewish dog sits patient-
ly, waiting for the blessing of the bread, the hamotzi, to end so she can have
her challah. Your Judaism may be differently defined from mine, but that’s
ok. It’s in this diversity and richness of practice, this place of acceptance,
that we can all celebrate together. 

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. This book’s available at McNally-Robinson and online at
Amazon in hard copy and digital download. Read more on her blog:
www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

What it means when I say I can’t come on Saturday

By

JOANNE SEIFF



border to try to
break through it
and they had
women with

black flags waving them on telling them that the fence had been breached
to keep going.

CO: And you shot them?
MO: Canada would do exactly the same thing. Any country would do

exactly the same thing. 
CO: I don’t know if we would have shot doctors or medics, because we

just talked to a doctor who is from Canada, who was over there trying to
help, and he said he was he was 35 meters away from the fence when he
was shot. 18 other medics working with him were shot. The man who was
trying to help him was later shot in the chest and killed. All of these medics,
they were clearly marked, they were not armed, they were not even throw-
ing stones. They were well back from the fence. Why did you shoot them?

MO: 35 metres is not well back in the fence. 
CO: Why did you shoot them? Why did your forces shoot the doctors and

medics? Why did they shoot the journalists? What were they doing?
MO: Have you seen pictures of this? Have you seen any photographs of

what it was like? 
CO: Yes, I have.
MO: Nobody – the Palestinians brought up burning tires to close the tire

area in black smoke. 
CO: They brought tires and set them on fire to camouflage themselves. 
MO: And they know exactly where the limits are. They come to the fence

then they have to be considered hostile. There are 40,000 people there
come at this fence. If we wanted to kill a lot of people we could kill a lot
more people. We’re not out to kill people we’re out to defend our citizens. 

CO: So how many of the 40,000, what percentage do you think were ter-
rorists?

MO: Anybody who came up to the fence and tried to break through it
was considered a hostile enemy individual.

CO: Some of them were carrying banners in Hebrew trying to send a
message. So how can you be sure that they were trying to breach the fence?
Why couldn’t they just be coming to protest?

MO: Because we have it all on film. I think we’re the most innovative
country in the world, we can actually take photographs of people. And I
just watched it on the news and I watched them cutting through the fence.
By the way, many of them had guns. We’re not in an urban Canadian situ-
ation, we’re in a war zone. These people are out to kill us. 

CO: All of them? The Palestinians are all terrorists?
MO: I think you have to ask yourself at the end of day, two very impor-

tant questions. Why do you not care when Arabs kill Arabs, only when
Jews are forced to kill Arabs to defend themselves? And why do you, you
play the role of conspirator with Hamas? You are an abettor of terrorism
and I think we should end just there.

CO: May I ask you one last question, Mr. Oren? May I ask you one last
question? The IDF, your own chief of Israeli Defense Forces, has warned
that Gaza was a humanitarian crisis. That anger and frustration was reach-
ing a boiling point. And he warned the possibility of war. You’re saying
Hamas is responsible, but what responsibility does Israel bear for the level
of anger and frustration that we saw at that fence yesterday?

MO: So there is an actual question, because, yes I realize the humanitar-
ian situation wasn’t easy and this is what I found out. Israel alone, had the
only open crossing into Gaza, a place called Kerem Shalom. We expanded
the number of trucks going in. We greatly open the borders. Here is what
happened. Hamas burnt down the crossings to which the food and fuel went
into Gaza. Now why are they doing that? Why are they taking the human-
itarian situation, which is not easy, and creating a crisis? Because they want
to drive their own population to despair. 

CO: One last question U.S. President Donald Trump said yesterday, it
was a great day for Israel.

MO: In opening the embassy it certainly was. 
CO: So you agree with this statement that yesterday was a great day for

Israel?
MO: In opening the embassy sure it was.
CO: But not in Gaza?
MO: By the way, if Israel stopped because the Palestinians or other

Arabs objected to it we wouldn’t be having this interview at all. I wouldn’t
be here, would I now?

CO: Mr. Oren, thank you for your time.
MO: Goodnight. 

In reaction to the two interviews Off conducted on May 16 – with
Loubani and Oren, Honest Reporting Canada lambasted the CBC, writing:

“It was noticeable to any discerning listeners that Off struck a sympa-
thetic tone with Loubani and a combative tone with Oren.

“Untold by Carol Off is that Hamas officials say that 50 of the 62 Gazans
killed in border violence were its own members. Israel previously said
that at least 24 Gazans reported killed at the border on May 14 were
terrorists. Hamas and Islamic Jihad published photos acknowledging that
13 of their operatives died in Monday’s violence.

“Ms. Off’s interviews were unfair, lacked balance and context and stood
in violation of the CBC’s Journalistic Standards and Practices.”
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Violence at Gaza border
Continued from page 6.

Looking back over the his-
tory of Jewish Ob/Gyn doc-
tors, Boroditsky cited a few
for special attention: Dr.

Sophie Paulin, who was  the first female Jewish doctor in Manitoba; Dr.
Sol Kobrinsky – the first Jewish lecturer in Ob/Gyn; Dr. Max Rady (born
Radishkevitch); Dr. Mindell (Cherniack) Sheps who, although not an
Ob/Gyn, made a huge contribution to birth control here and in
Saskatchewan; and Dr. Sam Kobrinsky.

Boroditsky also referred to the founders of the Mall Medical Clinic and
the several members of that group who were Ob/Gyn doctors, including Dr.
Ruvin Lyons, Dr. Michael Bruser, Dr. Leon Rubin, Dr. Phil Barnes, and Dr.
Abe Earn.

He told one particularly amusing story about Ruvin Lyons who,
Boroditsky said, “delivered most of the Jewish babies in the 1950s and
60s.”

Apparently Dr. Lyons was legendary for being able to always foretell the
sex of a baby before it was born. He would say, for instance, “you’re going
to have a boy,” to the parents-to-be, “but on the chart he would write
‘girl’,”Boroditsky explained. That way, after the baby was born and the
parents would say he had told them they would have a boy –and they ended
up having a girl, he would come back to them with the chart and say: “No,
look, I wrote on the chart: ‘girl’.”

Other leading Ob/Gyn doctors mentioned by Boroditsky included Dr.
Howard Karasick, who was the first Ob/Gyn to practice out of the
Winnipeg Clinic; Dr. Mark Wall, who headed to California and became
very successful there; and Dr. Jack Fainman who was shot by an anti-abor-
tion vigilante in 1977 and was forced, as a result, into early retirement at
age 66.

Others in the field today include Richard’s son Michael, Dr. Michael
Bass, and Dr. Robyn Gertenstein, (who became the first female Ob/Gyn
here since 1921). Others include: Dr. Alon Altman (from Israel, specializ-
ing in gynecologic oncology), Dr. Carey Palatnick, Dr. Corrine Paterson
(Hejer), Dr. Jane Gilbert (Permut) (who said to Boroditsky: “You delivered
me.”); Dr. Heather Diamond (Peikoff); and two doctors who came here
from Argentina (and had to go through the grueling process of being  recre-
dentialed: Dr. Guido Katz, and Dr. Vivian Schutt.

Following Boroditsky’s presentation, the question and answer session
proved very lively. One questioner wondered “Is it the nature of being
Jewish or is there something about Winnipeg that’s contributed to the suc-

cess of so many Jewish physicians who have come from here?”
Richard Boroditsky suggested: “We’ve all been brought up to be caring,

but the suffering that so many went through contributed to it” (so many
Jews becoming doctors).

Dr. Daniel Klass though, speaking from the audience, observed that “the
same things went on in Vancouver and Toronto.” 

Someone else chimed in, “Immigrants preached one thing: ‘education’.”
Abe Anhang said he was going to ask the question that surely everyone

else was wondering: “How come so many Jewish psychiatrists?”
Manuel Matas answered that he had come prepared for that question. He

said he had looked up the figures and out of the 149 practicing psychiatrists
in Manitoba, only 32 are Jewish (roughly 20%). The same percentage
applied in 1968, he said.

“One reason it seems that there are a lot of Jewish psychiatrists is because
many of the Jewish psychiatrists are in teaching hospitals,” Matas suggest-
ed. 

He also cited some other possible reasons for Jews being attracted to psy-
chiatry as a specialty: Jewish empathy for marginalized individuals; the
Jewish tradition of Talmudic discussion; love of learning; and, for secular
Jews – “psychiatry is a new religion”.

Neil Margolis suggested there has been “a huge decline in the number of
Jews in the medical school here of late”, but Dr. Ira Ripstein, who said he
was the Associate Dean, Undergraduate Medical Education in the Faculty
of Medicine, chimed in, disagreeing somewhat with that assessment, say-
ing, “I think we’re miscounting there. We have a lot of Argentinean and
Russian Israelis (in medical school) – running about 10% of our enrol-
ment”, which means that because their names might not be easily recog-
nizable to others in the Jewish community, they tend to be overlooked.

Someone else wanted to give special attention to the contribution the late
Ann Ross of the Mt. Carmel Clinic made to reproductive health. Richard
Boroditsky noted that “all the Jewish Ob/Gyn guys were involved at Mt.
Carmel Clinic. They were forced to go there by their mentors.”

As a concluding observation, Professor Irwin Lipnowski wondered how
many more Jews might have landed in certain specialties had it not been
for the quota system and how much of a factor that was in Jews ending up
disproportionately in certain specialties? To which, Dr. Arnold Naimark
explained that “a lot of specialists had their preferences who belonged and
who didn’t belong. A lot of what they (the Jewish specialists in those fields
that seemed to attract Jews more than other fields) had in common was a
great sense of humour.”

Physicians
Continued from page 18.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MAY  23

Unveiling
The family of the late

MOLLY (MALA)
BEGLEITER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 17, 2018
at 9:15 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Cemetery

Unveiling
The family of the late

FAY BERMAN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 27th, 2018
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
May 27, 1979

1st Day in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
his children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In loving memory of

HARRY
LASKER

who passed away
May 31, 2007

14 Days in Sivan
— Loved and remembered
forever by his son & daughter-
in-law, grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SANDY MILLER
who passed away

June 6, 1990
13 days in Sivan

So much we wish you could
have shared with us.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
Marshall & Na’ama, Jeff &
Shaun, Hayley, Hartley &
Marni, grandchildren
Samantha, Matthew, Maya
and Mackenzie, family and
friends.

28th Yahrzeit
In MemoriamOBITUARIES

Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

JOE COHEN
September 27, 1925 to May 10, 2018

Dad’s beautiful soul
transitioned peacefully to
heaven on Thursday May
10 with Harvey and
Marilyn at his side.

He was determined to
make his life and the life of
the family he created into
something special, excit-
ing and adventurous.

He will be sorely missed
and forever loved by son
Harvey (Faye), grandsons
Binyamin, Yitzchak and
Meir, daughter Marilyn
(Alex) and granddaughter
Cara (Steven) and great

grandchildren Corinna, Luzy and Zackery.
He was driven by a work ethic strong and deter-

mined, in order to provide generously for his family.
Born in September 1925 to factory working class

parents in Manchester England he aspired to become a
Rabbi, his Jewish education and devotion to Judaism a
focal point of his life.

The oldest of four siblings and the longest surviving,
Joe gave up the rabbi dream and took employment as
a cutter in the local garment factory.  But he never gave
up his active pursuit of his Jewish faith through study,
Shul attendance and davening.  This was his founda-
tion for the rest of his almost 93 years.

His dedication and adventure started when he volun-
teered for the Royal Air Force at the age of 17 and
served his country for several years during world war
2 as an aircraft mechanic where he serviced Lancaster
and Halifax bombers.

He travelled across Europe with the RAF and under-
took responsibility, hard work and adventure as he
served his country proudly.

After demobilization Joe married our mum Louise in
1946 and they were together until mum passed in 2015
after 69 beautiful years.

How dad missed mum so much these last three years
and longed to be with her again!

As much as he loved us kids, grandkids and great
grand kids and loved spending fun times he heeded her
call and got his wish to be reunited again.

Mum and Dad started their married life in Manches-
ter until Dad responded to the opportunity to emigrate
to Australia and start an adventurous new life there in
1949.

A new clothing manufacturing facility beckoned and
also the beaches of Melbourne and St Kilda.

But our mum became homesick for her family in
Manchester and after a year and a half they returned.

Dad only wanted for mum to be happy and so he
respected her feelings of isolation from family despite
his spirit of adventure for Australia.

So they boarded the boat and headed back.  A sea
journey of several weeks.

Back in Manchester Dad resumed his factory work
Monday to Friday and his work ethic and desire to
provide saw him working on the open markets most
Saturdays selling fancy dry goods such as ornaments,
trinkets, lamps and toys.

And if that wasn’t enough, he would retreat to the
little back shed on Sunday afternoons to do some
custom cutting work.

Always striving to to work hard and make a few more
shillings to supplement the family income.

Marilyn came along in 1951 and Harvey followed in
1956. I was the big sister to my baby brother and we all
enjoyed the fruits of our dad’s labour.

When the sixties rolled around, dad started thinking
about making a better life than the factory drudge with
limited opportunity for economic or lifestyle advan-
tage.

So when employment opportunity in the Winnipeg
garment industry was advertised in a Manchester news-
paper and the sponsor has connections to the Jewish
community, Dad decided it was time to embark on
another adventure.

So in December 1967 he gathered his family and we
flew to Canada, first to set foot in Montreal and then off
to Winnipeg in the winter!

Dad’s experience in the Winnipeg garment factories
was not as pleasant as he expected and working condi-
tions were less than ideal, however he determined that
Canada would be our home from now on and 50 plus
years later we are ever grateful for his spirit of determi-
nation to make life better for his family.

All his efforts resulted in the enrichment of our
opportunities as his beloved children, grandchildren
and great grandchildren here in Canadian society.

Striving even higher, Dad then decided that the
factory life and “working for the man” wasn’t suffi-
cient and subsequently embarked upon a retail clothing
career by establishing a high end menswear store called
Colliers Gentlemen’s Apparel which was located in the
Scotia Bank concourse at Portage and Main.

Taking a chance on business with mum at his side in
the store was his great accomplishment of the 1980s!

He so much enjoyed shmoozing with the profes-
sional crowd and office employees and others at this
prime location and he was at the pinnacle of his
working life having achieved status as an independent
businessman.

He was a sharp dressed man and totally enjoyed
recommending styles and fabrics to his clients as he
measured them up for their chic custom made suits.

And beautiful shirts, ties and accessories decorated
the walls and fixtures of Joe’s perfectly appointed
location in the concourse.

Those years were just exhilarating for dad and mum
together.

During the course of dad’s successful retail manage-
ment career he made friends and acquaintances with
many customers, business contacts and manufacturers
agents.

His ability to connect with people through genuine
interest and concern about others and his ability to
debate in politics, sports and global matters set him
apart as a highly respected member of the community.

In his retirement he loved to read books and newspa-
pers, keep up with the news on tv and spend time with
mum on numerous travels back to England to visit his
siblings who still lived there and were unable to fly to
Canada.

Their journey to the land of Israel to see Harvey and
explore our beloved Jewish homeland was a wonderful
memory they made together.

He always longed to return.
Hours spent with the beloved grandchildren and

great grandchildren were most precious to dad for
whom family was absolutely top priority.

Dad loved being a part of the Gwen Secter Centre and
his weekly trips to the Wednesday program where he
made new friends and led the minyan service before
lunch.

He especially loved David and Margo with whom he
created a special bond of love and friendship based on
common life experiences and yiddishkeit.

Above all we are thankful for the love and care dad
received at the simkin Centre over the last seven years.

There are not enough words for me to express our
appreciation to the staff on Weinberg1 and also Simkin
1 for the respect, patience, honour and care they ex-
tended to our parents.

Theirs is a labour of love.
Dad was totally supported in his physical, emotional

and spiritual needs as Harvey and I worked in partner-
ship with these loving and kind staff members.

You know who you are!
Dad guided us with his love, his wisdom and his

understanding, but he was firm and disciplined when
and as necessary.

He set an example for how to live life in accordance
with the laws of Torah, the moral code for our actions
and treatment of others.

He always wanted the best for us and encouraged us
to work hard, do well and always “save money”.

We will be eternally grateful for the ethics he in-
stilled in us.

Rest in eternal peace Dad.
You are reunited with Mum now.

 We will always love and honour your memories.

“I’ll Be Seeing You” - Vera Lynn

Donations in memory of Joe Cohen would be grate-
fully appreciated to the Saul and Claribel Simkin
Centre and/or the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre.
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LARSEN
2X3

In loving memory of

MORRIS APPEL
who passed away

June 23,1986
16 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Rose,
children and grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN BUDD
who passed away

May 27, 1988
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BARRY CAPLAN
who passed away

June 2, 2017
8 days in Sivan

A  gentleman and a gentle  man.
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Sandra, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH (JOE)
ERENBERG

who passed away
June 3, 2017

9 days in Sivan
Always in our hearts
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYDNEY GLOW
who passed away

June 3, 2015
16 days in Sivan

You will never be forgotten
You will be in our hearts forever
— Your wife Freda, sons
Brian and Sheldon, sister
Molly and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAM KANTOR
who passed away

May 26, 2010
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

37th Yahrzheit     33rd Yahrzheit

MALKE LEVIT
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

VELODIE LEVIT
who passed away

July 1, 1985
13 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Your loving family.

In Memoriam

LILY LITMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1992
10 Days in Sivan

JOSEPH LITMAN
who passed away
August 25, 1992
27 Days in Av

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA LESZCZ
who passed away

May 24, 1994
14 Days in Sivan

—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SAM NEPON
who passed away

June 9, 1999
25 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit 7th Yahrzeit

Sadly missed and always in our hearts
— Forever  remembered  by their loving family.

In loving memory of

PEARL NEPON
who passed away

June 16, 2011
15 days in Sivan

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LESLIE NEPON
who passed away

June 3, 2012
13 days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by your family.

In loving memory of

LOUISE MAY
SEGAL

who passed away
June 7, 2006

11 Days in Sivan
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERT SETTLER
who passed away

May 27, 2002
16 Days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL STAR
who passed away

June 10, 1992
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYDNEY
GOLUB

who passed away
May 27, 1991

14 Days in Sivan
— Lovingly remembered by
family and friends.

PEARL
MANISHEN

who passed away
July 11, 1973

11 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of
In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

JACOB
MANISHEN

who passed away
May 29, 1956

19 Days in Sivan



“Get out? I feel as
safe in Israel as I would
feel in Canada,” she
answered. 

“You don’t have to have an escort?” I asked.
“For the most part Israel is a very safe country,” Ambassador Lyons said.

Considering that we were having this conversation the same day protesters
were attempting to storm the fence between Israel and Gaza, she was mind-
ful that tensions were running higher in Israel at the moment - although, as
noted, word of how violent the clashes were that day had not yet reached
us.

“With all this happening right now people are a little more constrained in
their movements,” she noted.

I asked her whether she drives in Israel. 
“Yes – I have a driver, but I do drive as well.”
“Isn’t that the scariest part of living in Israel?” I asked. “You don’t have

to be diplomatic.”
“I suppose,” she answered. “Israelis have a tendency to be, how shall I

say: ‘nicely forceful’….I joke that I’m becoming more Israeli. I’m becom-
ing more forceful. I tell Israelis that they should visit Canada more, they
don’t know as much about Canada as they should. But I like the openness
and the frankness and ‘you’re going to hear what I’m thinking, you’re
going to get my opinion,” she said.

At that point, I switched gears and began to give Ambassador Lyons
some information about how many Israelis have come to Winnipeg in
recent years.

“Did they (the Jewish Federation, which had welcomed Ambassador
Lyons) tell you how many Israelis have come to Winnipeg in the past 12
years?” I asked her.

“I heard it was quite a few,” she said.
“Over 5,000,” I pointed out.
“That’s incredible,” she said.
“But, I’ve been writing  somehat critically about that,” I said to her. “I

call this ‘Little Tel Aviv on the Red’.”

“Why are you critical of it?” Ambassador Lyons asked me.
“Because our Federation has been inducing Israelis to come here and the

whole concept of Zionism is for Jews to move to Israel. But, let’s be hon-
est, these are mostly Russian Israelis who have been coming here. They
used Israel as a convenient exit point when they left Russia because they
weren’t able to get into other countries  – like Canada or the US. So, it took
them a little bit longer to get here. 

“But,” I added. “They’re great people – very talented, very entrepre-
neurial. I still think it’s a shame that Israel couldn’t offer them enough to
stay there. Not that the Canadian government has done anything in partic-
ular to lure them here. If anything, it’s been the Province of Manitoba –
through its Provincial Nominee Program, along with the Jewish
Federation, that’s made it very tempting for Israelis to want to come here,”
I suggested.

“And what’s the problem with that?” Ambassador Lyons asked me.
“To me, it’s a bit of a betrayal of their own country,” I said. “Did you

know, for instance that, since 1948, only 90,000 Canadians have emigrat-
ed to Israel? It’s very few –relatively speaking. And the vast majority went
prior to the 1980s when the economic downturn in Israel made it very
tough to live there.”

“I’m fascinated,” Ambassador Lyons said. “I had no idea there was such
a large Israeli community in Winnipeg.”

I admitted that our conversation had probably taken a different twist than
perhaps Ambassador Lyons had been expecting, but she said to me that she
thoroughly enjoyed it. Before I said good bye – and it was unfortunate,
because Deborah Lyons seemed positively eager to continue the discus-
sion, yet she had another meeting to attend, I asked her one more question.
I told her that when I was in Israel a few years ago I had met a senior rep-
resentative from the Canadian Embassy when I was in Beer Sheva – who
told me that she had also been serving in the Canadian Embassy in
Afghanistan prior to being posted to Israel, but I couldn’t remember her
name.

I wondered whether Ambassador Lyons might have crossed paths with
that individual, who I described as a young, tall blonde, English-speaking
woman. Unfortunately, Ambassador Lyons said, the only woman who
might have fit the bill had dark hair and was a Francophone.

I went on to describe a fascinating day the two of us had spent in the
company of a former Winnipegger by the name of Vivian Silver, who had
taken us on a tour of a Bedouin town and school in the area. Vivian, I said
to Ambassador Lyons, had been an important figure in something called
AIJECS-NISPEED, which works with Bedouin women to provide them
job training.

“Vivian Silver?” Ambassador Lyons responded. “She’s one of my best
friends in Israel. The next time you’re in Israel,” she continued, “Vivian
and I are going to take you out for lunch.”
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In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE
MARKSON

who passed away
May 30, 1986

22 Days in Iyar, 5746
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACK

MALLIN
who passed away

July 3, 1993
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children: Marcy
(Barry Stronger), and Wendy; and also their grandchildren,
Michael  and  Lyle (Marcy and Barry); and two great people
whom Eva and Jack never lived to have the good fortune to have
known: Zoa (Michael’s wife) and Michael’s and Zoa’s daughter,
Elizabeth.

In loving memory of
EVA (BRONSTEIN)

MALLIN
who passed away

June 5, 1989

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

11th Yahrzeit

PEARL
SHUSTER

June 18, 2006
22 Days in Sivan

PHILIP
SHUSTER

May 12, 2007
24 Days in Iyar

—Remembered daily and sadly missed by Wendy, Alan, Laurie,
Jillian and family.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

—Sadly missed by your Children, Grandchildren,
Great-grandchildren and friends.

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERTIE SILVER
who passed away

June 28, 2005
21 Sivan, 5765

In loving memory of

DAVID SILVER
who passed away
August 18, 2016

14 Av, 5776

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LLOYD
FEINSTEIN

who passed away
June 26, 2016

20 days in Sivan
— Deeply missed and forever
loved by  your wife, children
and grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN MANDELL
who passed away

June 4, 1999
21 Days in Sivan 5759

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

Ambassador to Israel
Continued from page 14
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Why a gory Holocaust film is a blockbuster in Russia
(JTA) A decade ago, relatively

few people in Russia even knew
about the existence of Sobibor, the
smallest-scale facility of the six
killing centers that the Nazis built
in occupied Poland.

This relative obscurity persisted
for decades in Russia, Israel and

beyond despite the fact that the
camp is tied to a dramatic story of heroism: In 1943, Russian
inmates led a successful escape, one of only two such occur-
rences during the Holocaust (the other happened that same
year in Treblinka).

Following the Sobibor uprising, however, the Nazis razed
the camp so that little more than a forest clearing remained in
the remote area where SS guards and Ukrainians murdered
250,000 Jews. This is why Sobibor receives a fraction of the
visitor traffic observed at the Auschwitz or Majdanek camps, whose gas
chambers and other structures remained intact and were turned into muse-
um exhibits.

Ten years on, though, Sobibor has made a huge splash in Russia thanks
to a government-led commemoration campaign that culminated this year,
the uprising’s 75th anniversary, with last week’s commercial release of
Russia’s largest-ever Holocaust movie production.

Featured prominently in national media, the war drama “Sobibor” is a
box-office hit with $2 million in ticket sales – an unprecedented success for
its genre in Russia, especially for a movie unsuitable for children.

The two-hour Russian-language film – a multi-million dollar production
with state funding – features Konstantin Khabenskiy, one of Russia’s best-
known actors. It has an international cast and convincing visuals but its
main significance is that it goes into finer detail and nuance than any fea-
ture film made before about the camp, according to Michael Edelstein, a
lecturer at Moscow State University and the film’s scientific consultant.

Visually, the film is one of the goriest of its kind. Its opening scene fea-
tures the death throes of hundreds of naked women in a gas chamber.
There’s a rape scene, immolation, savage beatings, floggings, stabbings, a
bludgeoning to the head and firearm executions.

“It’s a very difficult film to watch,” Rabbi Alexander Boroda, president
of the Federation of Jewish Communities of Russia, told JTA.

The film also goes further than any previous production – including the
1987 British television film “Escape from Sobibor” staring Alan Arkin – in
exploring the internal politics within the camp. In the days before the upris-
ing, its conspirators suffered violence and feared betrayal by other inmates
– including kapo, Jews who worked for the Nazis as camp police.

Whereas the 1987 film ignores this issue, it is ever-present in the Russian
production, informing at every step the viewer’s interpretation of the
actions and dilemmas of the film’s main protagonist, the partisan and Red
Army veteran Alexander Pechersky, who led the revolt and whose charac-
ter is played by Khabenskiy.

The film even features one scene of a kapo practicing the Nazi salute – a
reference to Herbert Naftaniel, a German Jew nicknamed Berliner.
According to testimonies from Sobibor, Naftaniel was crueler to inmates
than the German and Ukrainian guards. It also shows the hostility harbored
by some Russian Jewish soldiers toward other Jews, whom they call
“kikes” in the film.

Under Pechersky, a dozen-odd men and a few women eliminated the
Nazi chain of command by stealthily assassinating several camp officers,
who were lured into a trap with promises of exquisite possessions taken
from victims. With weapons they stole, the rebels then engaged the watch-
tower guards as more than 300 people exited through the main gate. Only
57 escapees, including Pechersky, avoided being murdered in the subse-
quent manhunt.

Eleven German officers were killed in the uprising.

But while these acts of bravery at Sobibor highlight the rebels’ resource-
fulness and determination, they and the movie also underscore how Jews’
relative obedience at Sobibor created total complacency among the Nazis
– who were famously vigilant, disciplined and effective in countering
threats by enemies, partisans and even prisoners of war.

“A body has two hands, and so does this story,” said Edelstein. “On the
one hand, there was the dehumanization and mechanized killing. On the
other, the heroism. And I think Sobibor is remembered for the heroism
thanks to the rebels’ actions.”

The film also addresses perceived passivity, exploring the grinding effect
of hard labor, hunger and trauma as well as the elaborate deception
employed by the Nazis to trick the condemned into submissively entering

the gas chambers, which the killers said were showers.
Victims’ suitcases were tagged and they received slips to
recover them. Separation between the sexes was “tempo-
rary,” they were told.

Pechersky, a Red Army prisoner of war who was trans-
ferred to Sobibor because he was Jewish, realized within
a few days that no one was meant to survive the camp, he
said in testimonies. But others wholeheartedly believed
they were about to be resettled.

Some of the most poignant findings from Sobibor were
discovered last year: name plaques that five Dutch-
Jewish families had brought with them to Sobibor to
install on their new mailboxes.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu referenced
Sobibor’s dual legacy for Jews during a speech in
January that he gave in a joint appearance Russian
President Vladimir Putin at a commemoration ceremony

for the Sobibor Uprising at Moscow’s Jewish Museum and Tolerance
Center.

“There were those who thought that [Sobibor] was our history’s rock bot-
tom, when in fact it marked the opposite: Our will to never surrender to
those who want to destroy us,” Netanyahu said. “That moment more than
any other marked the turning point in the history of the Jewish people.”

But this modern view was not universally shared in Israel in the years
immediately after the Holocaust. In celebrating Holocaust-era bravery,
authorities highlighted the Warsaw Ghetto uprising and other cases that did
not carry Sobibor’s complex mixture of heroism, passivity and treachery.

For decades, “the Sobibor Uprising was barely known in Israel,” accord-
ing to Yoram Haimi, the Israeli archeologist who in recent years unearthed
parts of the gas chamber at the camp. The only commemoration it had was
when survivors’ families gathered each year on the uprising’s anniversary
at the home of Dov Freiberg for a dinner party that featured neither speech-
es nor ceremonies, he said.

Meanwhile, the Sobibor Uprising did not meet the Soviet Union’s stan-
dards for heroism either, according to Edelstein, the film’s scientific con-
sultant.

“Pechersky couldn’t be celebrated as a hero not only because he was a
Jew, but also because he let himself be taken prisoner. Celebrating him was
out of the question” during communism, Edelstein said.

But that changed in Russia following Haimi’s archeological excavations,
which drew intense interest in international media.

The process that led to the film’s creation began with a visit to Israel in
2012, Edelstein said. Knesset Speaker Yuli Edelstein, who is Michael’s
brother, proposed the two countries cooperate on commemorating the 75th

anniversary of the uprising.
Russian authorities have since facilitated the establishment in Moscow of

a foundation devoted to commemorating and researching the uprising.
They also bestowed posthumous honors on uprising leaders and invited
descendants of the Sobibor uprising leaders to official events in Moscow –
including the annual May 9 military parade celebrating Nazi Germany’s
defeat. Schools have been named for Pechersky in Russia and monuments
built in his honor for the first time in decades.

Haimi, the archeologist, describes this as a cynical “appropriation” by
Russian authorities of the story.

Pechersky, who died in 1990, was “never recognized by the Russians.
Only now they reinvent this story, make it their own and recast him as some
Red Army hero,” Haimi said. “He did what he did as a Jew trying to sur-
vive, not for Mother Russia.”

The film does carry some nationalistic Russian references, including one
in which Pechersky is said to have “Stalin in his heart.”

But for a state-funded movie, “Sobibor” generally treads lightly through
a political minefield.

Surprisingly, perhaps, the film devotes very little attention to how
Sobibor had Ukrainian guards or to the fact that many of the escapees were
betrayed by Poles – aspects of the story that would mesh comfortably with
the Kremlin’s campaign of vilification against those nations, where anti-
Russian sentiment is rife.

In recent months, Poland and the Netherlands have worked to exclude
Russia from a committee planning a new museum on the Sobibor grounds,
prompting protests by Israel.

“Fortunately, the film doesn’t deal with these politicized issues,”
Edelstein said. “Nor should it. The story of Sobibor is not only a Jewish
story, but also a story about the best and the worst of us as human beings.
Its message needs to be universal.”

World news

By

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
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Mameloshen

Rady JCC and I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust 
present 

10th Mameloshen Festival

By LORNE RACHLIS

In 2008 a close friend was doing
genealogical research on her family
and, on a whim, looked up my family

name and found recently released immi-
gration documents for my Rachlis grand-
parents. That was the year I retired in
Ottawa, after nearly 40 years in public
education, and the time was right to delve
into my ancestors and my roots.

I was lucky to have known all four of
my grandparents. My father Jack did not
know any of his. My mother Margaret
was more fortunate - her parents were
Max and Lillian (nee Gess) Greenstone and Max’s parents were part of her
extended family when she was growing up on in Winnipeg’s North End.

Around 1885, my maternal great-grandfather, Avram Greenstone, joined
the multitude of emigrants from Eastern Europe and left his Pale of
Settlement village in Mogilev. He was 20 years old when he arrived in
Canada. He headed west and made it by train as far as Brandon, Manitoba
around the same time that the rail line reached there from Winnipeg. 

He probably started out as a pedlar, selling what he could to the railway
workers (some of whom were Jewish) and to local homesteaders, until he
had saved enough to open a grocery store in Brandon. As soon as he could,
he began to sponsor family members from overseas and they formed the
nucleus of Brandon’s Jewish community. My mother was the archivist in
her family and she assembled a fat album of chronologically arranged pho-
tographs from the Greenstone side of the family.

A generation later, in 1920 my paternal grandfather, Leon, and his fami-
ly (wife Sarah née Lerner, sons Morris, David and Jack) fled the Pale of
Settlement from the village of Lubar in Volhynia district, not that far from
Mogilev, and, travelling on Polish passports, crossed the Atlantic third
class. (The family joke was that they travelled that way because there was
no fourth class.) 

Hanging on the walls of Uncle Harry Rachlis’s house (he was the only
Rachlis son born in Canada) on Montrose Street in Winnipeg were dozens
of Rachlis and Lerner family portraits, pictures of people who looked
vaguely familiar but were dressed as if they had stepped out of a Pushkin
novel. The pictures included photographs of my grandparents as teenagers
and as newlyweds.

I called my Uncle Harry from Ottawa and started asking questions about
the people in the photographs. I was hooked. I returned to my home town

of Winnipeg and
Harry introduced
me to great-aunts
and cousins, some
of whom I had
never met, and
some I had not seen
since I was a child.
They had stories to
share with me and
gaps in my under-
standing of my fam-
ily connections
began to be filled

in. The posed people in the photographs were becoming whole. 
I contacted a dozen cousins and second cousins with whom I was in touch

and asked for stories, photographs and copies of documents they might
have. A tsunami of information began to arrive. For some family incidents
I got two and even three versions from stories they had heard and re-told.
These cousins often introduced me to other cousins, such as Sid
Greenstone, who were also into genealogy and the family trees were filling
in.

In addition to the letters, essays and oral input, I found the online ances-
tor services very helpful, as were the government records, Henderson
Directories, and newspaper archives.

Eventually all of the Greenstones left Brandon for Winnipeg, and the next
generation began to leave Winnipeg, but the first and second generations in
the Peg was where I concentrated. Commercial street directories let me fol-
low family moves and even occupational changes from house to house as
some directory listings included work addresses and job titles. I discovered
that Brandon was noted for rolling cigars. I visited cemeteries where many
were buried and took photographs of the houses they lived in and the syn-
agogues where they prayed.

In August 2017, after five years, I self-published the family chronicles
under the title Leaving Lubar on Lulu.com, 260 pages, with 30 family
trees, and over 100 maps, photographs and documents.

And then of course, within months, I found or was sent additional source
material. I now have over 30 more pages of new stories and background
history and the second - and FINAL? - edition, entitled First, We Fled, is
out this summer. This author stuff has become a habit.

If you would like to contact Lorne Rachlis, he can be reached at 
lornerachlis@gmail.com

LORNE RACHLIS
Leon Rachlis & Family 1927

The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady Jewish
Community Centre are thrilled to present the 10th Mameloshen: Festival
of Yiddish Entertainment & Culture to Winnipeggers this June.
Continuing with the outstanding success of the Mameloshen Festival pro-
gram, this unique series will once again provide audiences the opportunity
to celebrate the richness and beauty of Yiddish while enjoying high-calibre
events featuring both local and out-of-town performers. 

Here is the stunning 2018 Mameloshen Festival line up:

Sunday, June 17, 7:00 pm
Daniel Kahn @ The Painted Bird: “ Freedom is A Verb” Tour
The Berlin-based Detroit-born poet / translator / singer / multi-instru-

mentalist (accordion, piano and guitars) Daniel Kahn will perform with
his band of talented musicians: Berlin’s clarinet/sax/brass Master
Christian Dawid, American old time fiddle virtuoso Jake Shulman-
Ment, experimental contrabassist composer Michael Tuttle, and neo-
klezmerist drummer Hampus Melin. The Butcher’s Share, that will be
presented at Mameloshen 2018, is the most powerful and complex work of
the band so far and is dedicated to the great political and personal themes
of our time.   This collection of originals, translations and adaptations
smuggles songs over the borders between languages, histories, cultures,
and genres: Klezmer, Jazz, Brecht, Waits and Folk Ballads are all part of
the sound. 

Wednesday, June 20,7:30
Joanne Borts celebrates Mameloshen! 
This talented Yiddish actress and singer is thrilled to be returning to

Winnipeg and the Rady JCC Mameloshen Festival. Joanne is a New York
based actor and singer whose Broadway credits include the 2012 Tony
Award Winning Best Musical, ONCE, Rogers & Hammerstein’s Cinderella
and Fiddler on the Roof with Topol and Theodore Bikel.  She has appeared
in concerts and Klezmer Music festivals all across the US, Canada, Mexico

and Europe, When she is not on tour, Joanne writes and directs Kids &
Yiddish. A graduate of the Workmen’s Circle/Arbeter Ring Mitlshul as well
as proud alum of Camp Hemshekh. Accompanying Joanne for this perfor-
mance is the most respected and versatile working musician in klezmer
music today, Clarinetist, Arranger, Record Producer and Artistic Director
for the Klezkanada Laurentian Retreat, Michael Winograd. This year
marks the Gray Academy of Jewish Education Yiddish Choir’s tenth
appearance at Mameloshen singing classic Yiddish songs.

Sunday, June 24, 2:00  & 7:30 pm
Tzuzamen Vider! (Together Again!): Casey Chisick and Tracy Kasner

Greaves in Concert! 
Casey Chisick and Tracy Kasner Greaves have been fixtures of

Winnipeg’s Jewish music scene for more than 30 years. They share a musi-
cal friendship that was first established on stage at Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, continued for more than a decade in the Chai Folk Ensemble,
and endures to this day. But their partnership has been mostly a long-dis-
tance affair since 2002, when Casey moved to Toronto and Tracy took up
her current position as cantor at Congregation Etz Chayim.  Now,
Mameloshen is proud to reunite this memorable duo in a brand-new musi-
cal celebration, paying tribute to the golden age of the Yiddish theatre. For
this special performance, Tracy and Casey will be supported by their good
friends Myron Schultz (clarinet), Victor Schultz (violin), Rick Boughton
(trumpet), Jeffrey Dolovich (piano), Rob Siwik (drums) and Kinzey
Posen (bass), with new musical arrangements by Sid Robinovitch. It’s a
reunion that’s long overdue – and not to be missed!

Performances will take place at the Berney Theatre. Transportation is
available for seniors for a nominal fee. Tickets are available for sale at the
Rady Jewish Community Centre. For tickets call (204) 477-7510 or visit
www.radyjcc.com

After a five-year journey, the Rachlis family chronicles are in print



By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
(JTA) – Hours before the Eurovision song

contest’s kickoff, Rafi Kishon posted on
Facebook a sobering message and a picture of
himself wearing a head of lettuce for a hat.

Israel’s entrant, he said, didn’t stand a
chance of winning in anti-Semitic, anti-Israel
Europe.

“I’m sorry to disappoint you,” the Israeli vet-
erinarian wrote in Hebrew on Saturday. Netta
Barzilai’s “excellent” song could not win
Eurovision “because Europe is imbued with
bicolored anti-Semitism: The classic Christian
anti-Semitism of Holocaust’s perpetrators and Muslim anti-Semitism that’s
striking root” there, he wrote, vowing to eat his own “hat” if he’s proven
wrong.

Kishon, a political hawk and the son of the late humorist Ephraim
Kishon, failed to predict the future: Barzilai’s unconventional song “Toy”
in fact did win the contest, earning the fourth-highest score in the pan-
European song competition’s 63-year history. But his prediction nonethe-
less illustrated how many Israelis apparently overestimate the politicization
of Eurovision, the prevalence of anti-Israel sentiment in European societies
– or both.

Like the “American Idol”-style song competitions that it resembles, this
annual pageant of novelty pop songs, outlandish costumes and sugar-coat-
ed nationalism is judged by in-house juries from each participating country
and by viewers watching at home.

At this year’s contest, Israel would have come in third Saturday if it were
up solely to the official juries of the 43 countries that participated. But the
juries, which gave Israel 212 points, determine only 50 percent of the
scores. Callers gave Israel another 317 points to bring their total to 529 –
nearly 100 points more than the next closest contestant, Cyprus.

A breakdown of voting for Israel both by juries and viewers belies any
assumption of politicization or anti-Semitic bias.

For example, Israel was the top vote-getter from juries both in France –
which many consider emblematic of Europe’s anti-Semitism problem – and
the Czech Republic, which is a historic and contemporary bastion of sup-
port for Israel and Jews in Europe.

And the countries where callers gave the highest number of perfect scores
to Israel included France, Azerbaijan – a Shi’ite Muslim nation – and
Spain, where Catholic anti-Semitism for centuries has been rife and has
more municipalities boycotting Israel than any other country in Europe.

(It might not have hurt that during the contest’s final, “Wonder Woman”
star Gal Gadot encouraged her nearly 20 million Instagram followers to
vote for her fellow Israeli.)

Even though Israel won this year’s contest, the organizers were still
accused of politicizing the event after its Portuguese hosts did not mention
Jerusalem when asking the Israeli jury to announce their score. Instead of
the typical greeting “good evening” followed by the jury’s capital city, the
Jerusalem-based Israeli jury received only “Shalom Israel.”

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu alluded to this perceived
slight by triumphantly saying after Barzilai’s win: “Those who did not
want Jerusalem in the Eurovision got the Eurovision in Jerusalem.” (The
winning country gets to host the event the following year.)

But the organizers denied any intentional snub of Jerusalem, which Israel
and the United States consider its capital despite the refusal of most of the
world’s countries to agree. The hosts also failed to mention Prague, greet-
ing the Czech Republic’s jury with a simple “hi.” They also greeted the
Dutch jury with “good evening, Hilversum” – the name of the small city
where the Dutch Eurovision studio is located.

Barzilai’s victory was the fourth for Israel, suggesting that catchy pop
trumps politics in the four decades Israel has taken part. Barzilai’s eccen-
tric feminist anthem “Toy” – which combines clucking chicken noises over
looped vocals and English lyrics – seemed to win out over any qualms
about Zionism.

Nevertheless, the contest, which is viewed by 200 million people annu-
ally, can’t always avoid politics.

Russia was kicked out of the 2017 competition because its contestant,
Yulia Samoylova, had been barred from entering Ukraine for political rea-
sons.

And there’s the chronic issue of bloc voting, in which neighboring, cul-
turally similar or politically sympathetic countries consistently give each
other high scores. Greece and Cyprus are notorious for this, with each
country giving the other top scores most years.

Terry Wogan, a British juror, in 2008 threatened to resign from the

Eurovision, saying it was “no longer a musical contest.”
But these arguably have been minor issues in light of

the potential for problems in a contest involving coun-
tries with open or dormant disputes such as Armenia
and Azerbaijan, Russia and the Baltic countries or
Croatia and Serbia.

Despite tensions, the Eurovision contest remains a tal-
ent show where the unexpected, the spectacular and the
original stand a chance of winning regardless of poli-
tics.

Barzilai, a plus-sized 24-year-old, said “Toy” was a
celebration of diversity and a protest against the objecti-

fication of women and body shaming.
Whether that upbeat, defiant message can keep politics out of next year’s

contest in Jerusalem is another story. Two Irish lawmakers in the European
Union have already called for a boycott of the contest in Israel, as has
Dublin’s mayor, who is a longtime anti-Israel activist.

In Israel, too, some saw a political message in the victory by Barzilai.
“When Israel sends to the world a symbol for being different, tolerance

and liberal values, suddenly the world is not against us and we win!” wrote
Yariv Oppenheimer, a former leader of the Peace Now left-wing group in
Israel. “That’s how it went with Dana,” he noted, citing the 1998 victory in
the Eurovision contest by an Israeli transgender woman, Dana
International.”

“[S]o it went with Netta and that’s the Israel the world wants to love – as
we do, too!” he said.

But to some Eurovision veterans, Barzilai’s victory had little to do with
her message and everything to do with the gimmickry and showmanship of
a woman clucking like a chicken.

“Israel is the worthy winner if you look at it as a circus, or just craziness,”
said Waylon, Holland’s contestant (and perhaps a sore loser: He finished a
distant 18th).

This year “a woman who imitated a chicken won,” Waylon told the NOS
broadcaster. “A couple of years ago a bearded woman won,” he said refer-
encing the Austrian drag queen Conchita Wurst, who won the 2014 contest.
“It’s a rarity show and that’s a shame in a song festival.”

If you want to watch Netta Barziali singing “Toy”, go to our website at
jewishpostandnews.ca and click on the videos tab.
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How Israel overcame politics in winning the Eurovision song contest
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2018 Eurovision Song Contest winner 
NETTA BARZIALI
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(JTA) – What should
an army do when tens of
thousands of protesters
mass on its border?

When that happened on
Gaza’s border with Israel
on Monday, Israeli sol-
diers opened fire on pro-
testers who were storm-

ing the border fence, killing 60 and wounding more
than a thousand. In the days since, debates have
raged over larger ideas and issues like terrorism,
occupation, withdrawal, blockade, civilians and
militants.

But in real time on Sunday, did the Israel Defense
Forces conduct itself appropriately? Could it have
defended its border with less bloodshed? Here are
the cases for and against the IDF’s conduct – and
an example of a similar situation where things
ended a little differently.

Defenders of Israel’s conduct say it minimized casualties.
“The number of casualties was very, very small,” said Doron Almog, who

led the IDF Southern Command from 2000 to 2003.
Like other Israeli officials and veterans, he is defiant. What the world

described as a protest, he said, was a crowd-sourced operation by Hamas,
the militant group governing Gaza, to infiltrate Israeli territory and harm
civilians.

“What’s the last time you stood opposite 47,000 people?” he said. “Are
you crazy enough to imagine what that is? What happened was a planned
affair by Hamas. Hamas took out operational directives, it gave orders that
within the groups of people there would be people armed with pistols.”

Defenders of Israel’s conduct all said that the core threat lay in protesters
who were trying to break through the fence, which is only a couple hun-
dred yards away from Israeli towns. Protesters had to be stopped before
they breached the fence, the Israeli officers said, because a break in the
fence could allow thousands to stream through and overwhelm Israeli
forces, and then Israeli civilians, at a close distance.

Shooting protesters before that happened, they said, minimized the num-
ber of dead. And they all emphasized that Israel used crowd-dispersal
means like tear gas and rubber bullets before turning to sniper fire.

“Once it becomes a question of two meters, three meters, ten meters, if
you’re 100 soldiers there, and there are 2,000 unarmed people, at that point
the numbers talk,” said Noru Tsalic, a veteran of the IDF who was a low-
level officer during the first Palestinian intifada in the late 1980s, which
saw frequent Palestinian protests. “If there is no fence anymore and thou-
sands of people are coming toward you, then your only option is to shoot
into the crowd and try to kill as many people as possible.”

Israel has not officially accounted for every person it killed, instead pub-
licly relying on a declaration from Hamas that 50 of the victims were its
own members. But Shaul Shay, the former deputy head of Israel’s National
Security Council, said the issue boils down to Israel facing an incursion on
its southern border – and acting as any sovereign state would.

“The role of the IDF on the Gaza border is to defend the borders of the
state of Israel, and the way the IDF functioned was correct,” said Shay, now
the director of research at the Interdisciplinary Center’s Institute for Policy
and Strategy. “It showed a lot of strength, and in the end, no Gazans infil-
trated into Israel.”

A human rights lawyer says Israel must do more to protect human
life.

“The Israeli forces have adopted rules of engagement that deviate in a not
just dangerous but immoral way from what international law allows,” said
Michael Sfard, a prominent Israeli human rights lawyer.

Sfard acknowledged that Israel faced a threat on its border and had the
responsibility to counter that threat. But those counter measures, he said,
should not include live fire except if someone’s life is under clear threat.

“Using force that is is potentially lethal can only be done in an immedi-
ate danger to life,” he said. “Not to property, not to sovereignty, not to any-
thing else. That does not mean if there is a danger to property, to sover-
eignty, that we should stand idle.”

In other words, Sfard says Israel is not allowed to use live fire to stop
someone from breaking through the fence. If that person has a gun and is
coming toward soldiers, force would be acceptable, he said. But if not, sol-
diers should wound or arrest the culprit. Soldiers cannot simply assume, he
said, that every infiltrator intends to kill civilians.

“This is killing people on the basis of a speculation,” he said. “You have
enough forces in [border kibbutz] Nahal Oz and everywhere else, and the

IDF knows exactly if the border is
being cracked.”

“If you see someone who’s armed,
that’s a different matter,” he contin-
ued. “You can shoot to kill. We’re
talking about unarmed civilians. To
say that cracking the fence and infil-
trating Israel is a capital offense –
someone completely lost their mind.”

Sfard likewise questioned the rele-
vance of 50 of the dead belonging to
Hamas. While Hamas is a terror
group, it also has a political party and
a bureaucracy that runs the coastal
strip. The key question, Sfard said,
was whether those Hamas members
posed a threat to Israeli lives when
they were shot.

“The question is not whether some-
one is a member of a terror organiza-

tion,” Sfard said. “The question is whether a person is a combatant or a
civilian, and if a civilian, does he engage in combat or pose an immediate
danger? Their ideology has no bearing on whether they should be target-
ed.”

What happened when protesters breached Israel’s northern border?
Both Sfard and Shay discussed a previous time when Israel had to deal

with the same problem: a mass rush on its border by civilians. In June 2011,
thousands of people in Syria stormed toward the border into the Golan
Heights, with some crossing over. Israeli forces fired on them, killing 22
and wounding 350. No Israelis died in the clashes.

Sfard and Shay both pointed to the incident as proof of their points. Sfard
says that, in a case when protesters did actually rush into Israel, its citizens
were unscathed, and fewer people died. Israel could have taken the same
approach this week, he said.

“Did the sky fall?” he said. “No, they were arrested. Many people got in,
and what happened? We’re dealing with unarmed civilian protesters.”

But Shay said the 2011 incident should be seen as a debacle, not a test
case. The army was unprepared, he said, and should never have allowed
anyone to cross the border. The fact that no Israelis were harmed, he added,
was a lucky break that Israel cannot expect again.

“It was a failure that the IDF wasn’t ready as it should have been,” he
said. “Don’t bring a failure as a best practice.

Could Israel’s army have acted differently on the Gaza border?
Experts disagree.

Palestinian protesters during clashes with Israeli
forces along the border with the Gaza strip east of
Gaza City on May 11, 2018. 

Credit: Abed Rahim Khatib/Flash90

By

BEN SALES

US names Iran’s top banker a terrorist
WASHINGTON (JTA) – In an unusual move the U.S. Treasury named

Iran’s top banker a terrorist for his role in funneling money to Hezbollah.
“It is appalling, but not surprising, that Iran’s senior-most banking offi-

cial would conspire with the IRGC-QF to facilitate funding of terror groups
like Hezbollah, and it undermines any credibility he could claim in pro-
tecting the integrity of the institution as a central bank governor,” Treasury
Secretary Steve Mnuchin said Tuesday in a statement. IRGC-QF stands for
Iran Revolutionary Guard- Quds Force, the Iranian armed force that is
responsible for much of Iran’s adventurism abroad.

The designation as terrorists of Valiollah Seif, the bank’s governor, and
Ali Tarzali, the assistant director of the bank’s international department,
comes a week after President Donald Trump reinstated sanctions on the
bank itself as part of his withdrawal from the Iran nuclear deal.

The U.S. sanctions Trump reinstated last week target third-party entities,
including individuals, companies and governments, that deal with Iran’s
Central Bank. The threat of reimposition of sanctions already has prompt-
ed angry rejoinders from governments the U.S. is otherwise allied with and
that continue to abide by the nuclear deal, among them Britain, France and
Germany. Trump wants these countries to join him in sanctioning Iran to
extract what he says would be a better deal to end its suspected nuclear
weapons program.

Trump wants any replacement deal to address, among other things, Iran’s
missile program and its adventurism in the region. Hezbollah, a Lebanese
terrorist group which launched a war against Israel in 2006, is a key region-
al ally to Iran. Hezbollah and Iran are helping to prop up the Assad regime
in its civil war.

Banning dealings with the bank’s top personnel may be seen as a way to
increase pressure on the U.S. allies to play ball.

Also named as terrorists in the Treasury release are Aras Habib, the chair-
man of Al-Bilad Islamic Bank in Iraq; and Muhammad Qasir, a Hezbollah
official, both for their role in funneling IRGC money to Hezbollah.
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“Woven Threads”: A Colourful, Energetic Event
June 7 concert a multicultural extravaganza

For David Vamos,
when the Sarah
Sommer Chai

Folk Ensemble and the
Rusalka Ukrainian
Dance Ensemble hit
the stage together, the
result is magical.

“There is this energy
that is hard to
describe,” says Vamos,
Chai’s Vocal and
Artistic Director.
“There’s athleticism,
bright costumes, and
music that makes it
impossible not to
smile. We always look
forward to sharing the
stage with Rusalka.”

The feelings are mutual, says Amy Yakimoski, Rusalka’s Board Chair.
“Chai and Rusalka share a long friendship of acceptance and mutual

respect,” says Yakimoski. “Performing together acknowledges our dif-
ferences while celebrating our shared love for our cultures.”

Yakimoski and Vamos are both especially excited about the Hora-
Hopak, a long-time Chai/Rusalka favourite that will be featured at
“Woven Threads”, Chai’s June 7 concert at the Club Regent Event
Centre. The piece combines elements of a traditional Hora along with the
Hopak, a popular Ukrainian dance.

Rusalka is one of four groups invited to Chai’s stage on June 7, along
with the Aboriginal School of Dance, representing Winnipeg’s
Indigenous community; La Troupe Jeunesse de l’Ensemble Folklorique
de la Rivière-Rouge, representing the Franco-Manitoban community;
and Magdaragat Philippines, representing Winnipeg’s Filipino communi-
ty.

“We’re very happy to be at this event. We don’t just see this as a show,”
says Buffy Handel, owner of the Aboriginal School of Dance. “As
Indigenous performers, we have a social obligation to contribute to other
communities in a multicultural society.”

The Aboriginal School of Dance will be performing a dynamic piece at
“Woven Threads”, incorporating jigging, line dancing, powwow steps,
and a finale with a pure traditional hoop dance. There are many tradi-
tional elements in the school’s work, with some exciting and meaningful

contemporary influences.  
“This is a wonderful opportunity for our performers to connect with

young dancers from other communities,” says Handel, granddaughter of
a former Chief of the Island Lake First Nation, and the fifth great niece
of composer George Frideric Handel. “There is an immediate connection
because of dance. They appreciate the effort involved in performing and
they are happy to be acknowledged by other ethnicities. It is absolutely
beautiful.” 

“We are very excited to welcome the Aboriginal School of Dance and
all of the guest groups to our stage,” says Vamos. “Buffy is right when
she says there is an immediate connection through dance.” 

“All five performing groups are leaders within their cultural communi-
ties,” adds Yakimoski. “It is important that the collaborations with each
of these groups continue to grow. We can show Winnipeg that we cele-
brate not only the heritage of our own families and communities, but the
cultures and values of our neighbours as well. This is the beauty that will
emanate from the groups performing on stage.”

At “Woven Threads” Chai will honour long-time supporters, Tova and
Larry Vickar. Honorary Co-Chairs for the event are David Chartrand,
President of the Manitoba Métis Federation; Bob Freedman, former CEO
of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg; Dr. Rey Pagtakhan, a former fed-
eral cabinet minister; and Blair Yakimoski, MLA. David Greaves and
Howard Morry are serving as Campaign Co-Chairs.

Concert tickets are available through the Chai office. Please contact
Reeva Nepon for more information – (204) 477-7497.

The Aboriginal School of Dance: “This is a
wonderful opportunity for our performers
to connect with young dancers from other
communities,” says Buffy Handel.

The Rusalka Ukrainian Dance Ensemble: “Chai and Rusalka share
a long friendship of acceptance and mutual respect,” says Amy
Yakimoski.

The 2018 Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre Stroll will be taking place on
June 13 at 4:30 pm. This year we are hoping to raise $40,000. The proceeds
from the Stroll are used to enhance our Therapeutic Recreation and Music
Therapy Programs. These programs contribute to the wellbeing of our res-

idents by enhancing
cognitive function,
improving physical
health, and creating
opportunities for
socialization. The pro-
grams are designed to
meet the unique needs
of each resident with
the ultimate goal of
improving his/her
quality of life.

Located at 1 Falcon
Ridge Drive in Linden
Ridge ,  The Saul and
Claribel Simkin
Centre Personal Care
Home is a not for
profit  200 room per-
sonal care home
which has met the
long term care needs
of Winnipeg’s Jewish
Community for over
100 years. It was orig-
inally established in
1914 as the Western
Canada Jewish Home

for the Aged and for many years was known as The Sharon Home,  locat-
ed on Magnus Avenue in Winnipeg’s North End. While adhering to its mis-
sion to meet the long term care needs of the Winnipeg Jewish Community
our residents come from all faiths and cultures. 

The Stroll is a fun event, rain or shine, for our residents, with a BBQ and
musical entertainment taking place in conjunction with the Stroll itself.  We
hope to see many family and community members join us along with our
staff and volunteers.  If you or your company would be interested in
becoming a sponsor or donor for the event, please  contact Aviva Tabac at
204- 589-9027 or at aviva.tabac@simkincentre.ca

The 2018 Simkin Stroll
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Ad sponsored by 
 Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt



32 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, May 23, 2018

The 2018 edition of the Winnipeg International Jewish Film
Festival runs to June 10 at the Berney Theatre, Rady JCC,
and 123 Doncaster St.    More than 30 screenings will

include a Film Crawl, Juried Awards, Talk Balks, Visiting
Directors, Spotlight and Closing Night Receptions and the
Morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series. This acclaimed
annual Festival is presented by the Rady JCC and The Asper
Foundation. Film Festival tickets and five and ten packs are
available at radyjcc.com  or (204) 477-7510.

Festival Highlights

Monday, May 28, 7:30 p.m.
The Morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series presents:
Moshe Safdie: The Power of Architecture 

This fascinating portrait film celebrates the life and work of
Moshe Safdie FAIA by delving into his overall and outstanding
contribution to the field of architecture, from Habitat 67 to the
US Holocaust Memorial Museum. (Canada, 2005)

Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 pm
Centerpiece Film & Reception
Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel  

The gripping story of underdog Team Israel making it to the
semi-finals at the World Baseball Championships in Korea in
2017. 

Josh Zeid, former American Professional baseball player and
pitcher will be in attendance. Talk Balk moderated by Rabbi

Matthew Leibl of Congregation Shaarey Zedek, former broad-
caster of TSN/1290 Radio.

Thursday, May 31, 7:30 pm
Museum Ha’m’zeon 

This unprecedented look behind the scenes at the Israel
Museum in Jerusalem isn’t a conventional documentary about
the history of the museum, or its world class collection of
500,000 objects (including the Dead Sea Scrolls); it’s a lyrical
work in and of itself, a poetic celebration of storytelling and
humanity.

Post-film conversation with Robert Enright, cultural critic
and founder of Border Crossings Magazine and art writer and art
critic Alison Gillmor.

Wednesday, June 6, 7:00 pm
Spotlight Film & Reception
Nana

Canadian premiere of Nana a multi-award winning docu-
mentary by French-Belgian director Serena Dykman, about
Maryla Michalowski-Dyamant, Dykman’s grandmother,
Auschwitz survivor and tolerance activist.

Director Serena Dykman will be in attendance. Talk Balk
moderated by writer Holly Harris.

Friday, June 8, 5:00 pm
An Act of Defiance

In this riveting historical drama,
10 political activists (including
Nelson Mandela and his inner
circle of Black and Jewish
supporters) face a possible death
sentence for conspiracy to commit
sabotage.

(South Africa/Netherlands,
2017).

Talk Back moderated by author
and literary critic Meira Cook

Sunday, June 10, 7:00 pm
Closing Night Film & Reception 
The Testament  Haedut 

An uncompromising Holocaust
researcher covers the long-buried
secret that casts doubt on his fam-
ily history. Award-wining Israeli
director, Amichai Greenberg,
will be in attendance.

Tuesday, June 5, 8:15 pm
Shorts on Sherbrook 
Film Crawl 
Join us for view and brews,
chats and laughs…
First Stop: The Handsome
Daughter: 61 Sherbrook
Next Stop: The Tallest Poppy

685 Westminster Ave.
Screening of award-winning,
thought-provoking, art-house
shorts. Tickets are $10, and
include all films, a drink at each
venue, and nibbles. Tickets at
radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7510. 

Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival 
Presents Enhanced Format:

Special Receptions, Visiting Directors, Off-Site Films, Talk Backs


