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Hebrew Sick Cemetery vandalism leads to outpouring
of support from Jewish and non-Jewish communities

By MARTIN ZEILIG and BERNIE BELLAN
Ed. note: This story was written in two
parts - four days after the first report of
vandalism of gravestones at Hebrew Sick
Cemetery was received by Winnipeg
Police, then ten days later, following the
almost complete restoration of the head-
stones to their original state.

May 15, 2104 
Martin Zeilig’s report:

Faygee Yuffe just shook her head in disgust
as she stood by the overturned mottled red
granite headstone that marks the  gravesite
of her parents, Elise and Louis, at the
Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery – down an
old potholed gravel road that runs off
McPhillips Street North.

It was one of 20 such headstones that van-
dals had toppled sometime during the
weekend of May 10-11.

Along with a photographer friend - both
of us having relatives buried at the ceme-
tery, I was at the scene just after noon hour

on May 15 – a cool and blustery grey day.
Apparently most  of the stones were not

damaged in the vandalism, although one
did have a corner shorn off . Still, it was dis-
respectful and criminal, particularly as the
same cemetery had been hit by a similar act
of vandalism in 1999.

“The police are looking into it,” said
Jonathan Buchwald, the executive director
of the Etz Chayim
Synagogue, which is
responsible for maintain-
ing the cemetery.

“ We don’t have any rea-
son to believe that it’s any-
thing more than just kids
doing some mischief. It
was confined to a couple
of rows (near the
entrance). They’re just
pushed over and can be
restored.”

Buchwald estimated that
the cost of restoring and
repairing the headstones

Gray Academy student to compete in
Miss Teenage Canada competition

16-year-old Grade 10 Gray
Academy student MICAELLA
STONE was selected as Miss
Teenage Central Manitoba in a
recent competition. 

Micaella will be joining six
other Manitoba teenaged girls in
the Miss Teenage Canada compe-
tition to be held soon in Toronto.
Micaella is the daughter of Alda
and Bryan Stone. Her brother
Aaron is also graduating from the
Gray Academy this year.Continued on page 14.

See “Vandalism”.

May 15: Some of the damaged headstones
at the Hebrew Sick Cemetery

Earl Palansky photo

May 21: Employees of Everlasting
Memorials helping to put back in place
some of the damaged headstones, all of
which were able to be fully restored
except for one which was taken to
Everlasting Memorials for repair.

Everlasting Memorials photo
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Lag BaOmer Celebration brings together nine community 
organizations drawing almost 600 attendees

Submitted by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
One participant commented: “My best Lag BaOmer ever!”
Close to 600 people gathered at Six Pines Farm just outside of the

city to celebrate the holiday of Lag BaOmer on the Sunday of the May
long weekend.

Nine partner organizations including Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, PJ Library, Congregation Shaarey Zedek, Congregation Etz
Chayim, Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue, Jewish National Fund,
Rady JCC, Temple Shalom and Chevra Mishnayes, joined forces to
offer the community an Israeli-style celebration complete bourekas
and ice cream, barbecue hot dog dinner and a giant bonfire, and as
well as archery traditionally associated with the holiday in a workshop
given by the Archers and Bowhunters Association of Manitoba.

The exciting country venue offered children and adults alike an
adorable petting zoo with baby llamas, sheep, horses and more and

hay rides through the surrounding forest and fields.

Professional drummer Jay Stoller ran a dynamic African drum ses-
sion and volunteers cheered the more athletically inclined in a chal-
lenging Maccabee Games with tug-a-war and other relay games.

The event included a PJ Library story walk with an adventure story
about the holiday.

Event coordinator, Rena Elbaze stated that: “It was amazing working
with so many community partners and pooling our resources to offer
the community something motivating and exciting.”

Those who stayed until the end of the 7 hour event were treated to
a sing-a-long bonfire complete with fire roasted potatoes, pita and
hummus.

Plans are already underway for next year’s event.
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The following was sent to us
by Debbie Pollock, the daugh-
ter of Mischa Pollock:

My dad, Mischa Pollock,
(well known for Mischa
Pollock clothiers on Selkirk
Avenue) had a Bar Mitzvah
today, the Day after Lag
Ba’omer. 

Rabbi Altein officiated. My
dad is turning 90 in
September.

This is the first time in my
father’s life that he put on
Tefillin. He never actually had
a bar mitzvah. 

The Pollock family lived in
Bethany, Manitoba when my
father was young. 

My father was the eldest of
his brothers and moved to
Winnipeg, by himself to go to
Saint John’s High school for
grade 12. 

He never had the opportuni-
ty to have a bar mitzvah in the
country. 

Rabbi Altein was so kind to
come to my home and per-
form a private family ceremo-
ny for my dad. It was truly a
memorable day.

Mischa Pollock: A first-time bar
mitzvah in his 90th year!

By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s the opportunity to salute many “unsung

heroes”, as well as some prominent members
of our community – all of whom have con-
tributed in their own way to the betterment of
particular institutions or to the Jewish com-
munity at large.

This year’s Kavod Awards ceremony was
held May 22nd in the Shaarey Zedek steam-
bath – I mean synagogue. (It wasn’t all that
warm out, but turning on the AC ahead of
time might have been a good idea.)

If there was a recurrent theme to the
remarks made by various Kavod Award recip-
ients, it was that they actually enjoyed giving
of themselves to the community. As Kevi
Smolack, winner of the Harry Silverberg
Young Leader of Distinction Award, said:
“Life is as much about giving as it is taking.”

Matthew Narvey, also another Young
Leadership Award winner (the Max
Nathanson Young Leadership Award) added a
humourous note, saying that, when he heard
that he had been chosen to receive an award,
he “contacted Judy Price-Rosen of the Jewish
Federation to say there were many others
more deserving than me to receive an award
– and she said ‘There were – but they all
declined.’ “

Of course, when the energizer bunny her-
self, Gail Asper, got up to receive her major
community award (She must be the Wayne
Gretzky of awards for community service – I
asked her where she has room to store them
all.), she delivered her usual funny speech,
saying that she “took on the role (of CJA
Campaign Chair) out of sheer guilt…I hadn’t
been involved” in the campaign. (Asper – in
case anyone needed reminding, had been
just a little bit busy raising a few shekels for
the new Human Rights Museum.)

She ended her remarks by referring to
something her father, Izzy Asper, had once
said:  “In leaving the world a better place than you found it you
become a better person.”

Perhaps the best speech of the night – and none of them went on
very long, belonged to Dr. Edward  Lyons or, as he was introduced:
“Ted or Teddy Lyons”. Lyons has served in many different community
roles over the years – most recently as chair of the newly reconstitut-
ed Simkin Centre board – not what you would define as the easiest of
tasks given the tumultuous period that the Simkin Centre found itself
in following the highly controversial death of Lilyan Peck in 2011.

During his remarks Lyon sprinkled quotes from Nelson Mandela,
Mahatma Ghandi, and Maya Angelou. (Say Ted, did you know that
Maya Angelou has been associated with activities that are critical of
Israel? And you invoked her name in the Shaarey Zedek? Oh, no! As
Rhonda Spivak once wrote about Bartley Kives in the JP&N: “Bartley,
how could you? – when Bartley wrote a piece somewhat critical of
the Holocaust  oratorio, “I Believe”.)

Recalling the leadership of the late Sol Kanee, Lyons said: “Sol
Kanee embodied the principle that the good that is taken from the
community must be paid back in kind.”

Lyons continued: “It is often said that the more you give, the more
you receive…Frankly, I was saddened when each of my terms of office
(in various Jewish community organizations) came to an end…Being
a volunteer is something you learn from your parents and pass on to
your children.”

Referring to his most recent post as Chair of the Simkin Centre
Board, Lyons said: “We have come out of the darkness into the light
of a new era.” 

Finally, referring to the outstanding contribution of the dedicated
staff of the Jewish Federation, Lyons suggested that “the federation still
remains the best kept secret in Winnipeg.” (I’m not sure about that
one, but Dr. Lyons certainly has a career as an orator open to him if
he ever gets tired of serving on numerous boards.)

And with those concluding remarks the more than 300 who had
gathered at the Shaarey Zedek this May evening all entered the audi-
torium to enjoy the usual sumptuous array of goodies.

(Photos at top right courtesy of Manuel F. Sousa.)

Annual Kavod Awards ceremony salutes community volunteers

HOWARD MORRY, former Jewish
Federation President, with GAIL ASPER,
recipient of the Max and Mollie Shore
Memorial Award

TED LYONS, recipient of the Sol Kanee
Distinguished Service Medal, with SARAH
HOCHMAN, recipient of a Shem Tov Award
from  the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre

MAXIM BERENT (centre), Jewish Learning
Institute Shem Tov Award recipient, with
husband and wife FRANK LAVITT and
AHAVA HALPERN

LAURIE MAINSTER (left) Shem Tov Award
recipient from the Rady JCC with Rady JCC
President DANNY STOLLER



Some odds and ends this week:
Even though we benefit greatly from adver-

tising for the many fundraising events that all
seem to be crowded into a very short season
in May and June of this year, there truly seems
to be an excess of events this particular year.

I know that in speaking to many individuals
who have either been in attendance at one or
another of the fundraisers that have already

taken place or have been solicited to attend any of them, that there is
more than a modicum of discomfort at just how many times they have
been approached to buy tickets for so many different events.

I did inquire as to whether the Multiple Appeals Commission is still
functioning and was told that it is, but one has to wonder whether it
might not have taken a more forceful role in limiting the number of
fundraisers this year. Unfortunately what it comes down to is that with
the extensive moratorium period that the Jewish Federation places on
fundraising while the Combined Jewish Appeal campaign is on and
with the huge number of Winnipeg Jews who flee south every year,
there really isn’t a very large window of opportunity to conduct
fudraising campaigns.

I understand all that, but gee - couldn’t there have been some better
coordination among fundraising organizations? We have, in order, the
following fundraisers or events that carry a price tag that either have
taken place or will take place: BB Camp 60th Anniversary fundraiser
at the Warehouse Theatre; Jewish Foundation Women’s Endowment
luncheon; Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion University luncheon;
Canadian Friends of Hebrew University gala; Jewish National Fund
gala; Chai Folk Ensemble celebrations; Camp Massad fundraiser at the
Berney Theatre; Y Sports Dinner; Shalom Homes lottery and dinner;
and the Talmud Torah dinner. (And I’m sure that I’ve missed a few.)

Now, while no one is likely to attend all or even most of these
events, they all have one goal in mind, and that is to raise funds for a
particular cause. Interestingly, what with the recent discussion that has
been taking place within our community about the number of new
immigrants who have come to Winnipeg within the past 11 years -
ever since the “GrowWinnipeg” initiative was launched by the Jewish
Federation, I wonder whether the perception among many of those
newcomers is that Jewish life in Winnipeg centres around fundraising
- whether it’s for local or Israeli causes.

*****
Still, even with all the requests upon individuals’ pocketbooks that

take place in such a relatively short period of time, it is truly amazing
to think how incredibly generous Winnipeg’s Jewish community con-
tinues to be. This year’s CJA campaign set yet another record for the
total amount raised - and the total number of contributors continues
to grow each year.

Considering, how-
ever, that no contribu-
tion is deemed too
small for anyone to
make, the fact that
such a large propor-
tion of the community
is motivated to partic-
ipate in the campaign
to one extent or
another is a true indi-
cation of the cohe-
siveness of our com-
munity.

*****
Of course, saying

that there’s a large
number of Winnipeg
Jews who give gener-
ously to the CJA cam-
paign and understand
the importance of
supporting key institu-
ions is not to say that
there is a large con-
sensus of agreement
among Winnipeg
Jews about any partic-
ular issues.

A case in point is
the clear division of
opinion as to whether
it was proper to disin-
vite University of

Manitoba President
David Barnard from that
Shoah commemoration
ceremony at the Shaarey
Zedek a few week ago.

On the page opposite,
Belle Jarniewki presents
an articulate case pro-
moting the merits of
what the University of
Winniepg under its pres-
ident, Lloyd Axworthy,
has been doing to
advance a greater
understanding of Middle
East issues.

I would suggest, how-
ever, that what Belle
writes is largely irrele-
vant to the issue
whether or not the
University of Manitoba
should have allowed
Israel Apartheid Week
events to take place
there this year. I don’t want to repeat the same points I made in the last
issue about the almost exact same IAW events that took place at both
the U of M and the U of W this year, but I will continue to argue that
President Barnard did nothing wrong in maintaining exactly the same
policy of allowing outside groups on to his campus as he has in pre-
vious years. 

*****

I know that the often controversial opinions expressed in this paper
annoy many Winnipeg Jews, but one of the distinguishing features of
this newspaer is that it continues to attract readers who hold views
that may dissent from the majority opinion.

In our last issue we printed three letters from individuals, all of
whom are supportive of IAW activities, all of whom have participated
in those activities, and all of whom are Jewish.

Whether or not those individuals are members of a minority within
the Jewish community or not, it is important still to regard them as
members of the community. I find it refreshing that, whether or not
each of them subscribes to this paper, they have been following the
debate within our pages over the Barnard controversy and are moti-
vated to address other members of the Jewish community through let-
ters to the editor.

A healthy and respectful debate over issues is what has always dis-
tinguished Winnipeg’s Jewish community from other Canadian Jewish
communities - many of which prefer to silence dissenting opinions.

*****
To that end I must say I’ve been very impressed by the new turn that

Canada’s largest newspaper, The Canadian Jewish News, has taken
since it was totally revamped two months ago.

Rather than serving as the rather staid and predictable voice of the
Canadian Jewish establishment, it has now become a forum for a
much wider number of voices within the Jewish community. Its pages
are filled with provocative views and just lately it has been running a
courageous series asking some very probing questions about the
kashrut “industry” in Toronto.

Whether that paper is now going to appeal to younger readers, how-
ever - which is one of its primary goals in redefining itself, is prob-
lematic. As I’ve told its new editor, Yoni Goldstein, younger people
these days just don’t read print newspapers to any great extent. Where
the CJN may find new readers though, just as we have, is in reaching
out to disaffected Canadian Jews who, until its new and  decidedly
more open format, would have dismissed the CJN as nothing more
than an establishment organ.

And - as I’ve said before, when individuals tell me they don’t always
agree with everything I say in this paper, I say to them that often when
I think about an issue, I don’t agree with everything I myself may have
written previously. That’s the entire point of debating issues within any
publication - and taking seriously opposing views.

Short Takes
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Correction
In our May 14 report on Ida Albo’s speech to the Jewish

Foundation Women’s Luncheon, we reported that she has B.A.’s
from the University of Manitoba and Queen’s. In fact Ida has an
M.A. in economics from Queen’s.
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Did we unfairly malign a local company?
Dear Editor,
In your article ‘M.C. Delandes has been serving Winnipeg’s Jewish

community for over 70 years’ in the Jewish Post of April 30, 2014, I was
shocked to read the implication in there that our company, Eden
Memorials, no longer has an interest in serving the Jewish community as
we have done for the last 40 years, and that their business is not very
much appreciated. Any such implication, as suggested by your article, is
a lie and we would like to assure the Jewish Community that we are still
here to serve them, as we always were, and very much appreciate their
business. The quality of our work speaks for itself by just going to any one
of the Jewish cemeteries in the city and looking at the numerous head-
stones we have produced over the years. Claire Walter who speaks, reads
and writes Hebrew has been with the company since 2008 and contin-
ues to work with dedication with Jewish customers looking for a quality
headstone. Our foreman, Steve, has been with the company 30 years and
has vast experience with the production of top quality Jewish headstones.

I expect this letter to you to be published in your newspaper so we can
set the record straight. 

Thank you,
Charlene Santa
Eden Memorials

Bernie Bellan responds:
Hi,
While I’ll print your letter, what you say in it is a distortion of what I

wrote, which was: “Until quite recently it was no secret that another
Winnipeg firm was quite aggressive in pursuing Jewish clientele but since
that company was sold, apparently that is no longer the case.

‘We’re finding that Jewish customers don’t feel obligated to give their
business to that company now that it’s been sold,’ Matt notes.”

I would hardly say that is the same thing as saying that your company
(which isn’t even named in the article) “ no longer has an interest in serv-
ing the Jewish community as we have done for the last 40 years, and that
their business is not very much appreciated, as you say. There is quite a dif-
ference between being “aggressive in pursuing” and having “an interest”.

Now who’s being racist?
Re: Marty Green’s article “The Mob has Spoken” May 14/2014
While Mr. Green’s defense of Donald Sterling was an interesting opin-

ion, he concludes with a final statement: “Oh, and that stuff about rent-
ing to Koreans instead of blacks; is there one landlord in Winnipeg that
doesn’t do the same if he has the choice?”. I consider this a totally racist
comment that I hope is not the feeling of most Winnipeg landlords. I am
wondering why the J.P.&N. did not edit out this disgusting remark.
Lawrence Marmel

Recent JHC Panel on the Garment industry
Dear Bernie,
I am writing to commend you on your coverage of the recent JHC panel

on the garment industry and of the program they did at Brock Corydon
School on tracing family roots.

I would like to commend the JHC, Stan Carbone in particular, and all
of the participants and planners in the recent panel discussion. As one of
my friends commented, it was one of the best events they ever presented.
The participants were all knowledgeable, well spoken and, as a bonus,
very entertaining. I did not come expecting to laugh so much. While the
Berney Theatre was almost full, the younger segment of the population
was quite under represented.

It is unfortunate that the Jewish community and the community at large
are not more aware and appreciative of the consistently excellent perfor-
mance of the Jewish Heritage Centre, with only a small number of staff
and volunteers. It is a rare gem of an organization that does a great deal
to preserve the past of western Canadian Jewry, through its text archives,
oral histories, publications and exhibits, not to mention the large educa-
tion component of the Holocaust Education Centre. One way to improve
the situation would be to improve the funding this organization receives
from our Federation.

In any case, thank you for your excellent coverage of the two events,
which help raise awareness of the excellent work of this group.
Chana Thau

Further to IAW
Dear Bernie,
I should like to respond to both your editorial and to some of

the letters to the editor which were published in the last issue
regarding Israel Apartheid Week and Middle East Week. I strong-
ly feel that you have not given Dr. Axworthy the credit he is due
for having created Middle East Week as an opportunity to discuss
the issues of the Middle East in an atmosphere of honest dia-
logue, where the audience has the opportunity to ask questions,
without being shut down if the questions do not please the speak-
er. For three years now, I am honoured to have been part of the
planning of Middle East Week and for the past two have brought
in powerful films that offer a balanced portrayal of the reality on
the ground and yet which do not shy away from the difficult sit-
uation in the West Bank. There have certainly been attendees at
these films who also attend IAW events. 

Middle East Week has offered speakers of the calibre of Gwynn Dyer,
Ferry de Kerkhove who was Canada’s ambassador to Egypt at the time of
the first “Arab Spring” events, Dr. Yoram Peri, the late Dr. Redwan
Moqbel, and indeed Dr. Axworthy himself who delivered a wonderful
lecture on the Arab Spring that was well attended. By contrast, I would
like to share my own experience attending an IAW event at the University
of Manitoba, which took place after the Mavi Marmara flotilla episode.
The speaker, Ms. Huwaida Arraf, spoke for over two hours. Before she
began, the moderator, Henry Heller, a Jewish professor at the U of M,
warned us that we were not allowed to interrupt her. It was in fact, noth-
ing more than a hateful and dishonest diatribe that was chock full of
ridiculous lies. To cite but one example among over two hour’s worth, she
claimed that Israel evicts Palestinians from their houses and then quickly
moves Jewish families into those same houses! When I finally attempted
to ask my first question, the speaker quickly veered away from it and
went off in another direction. I politely attempted to refer her back to the
original question but she refused to stop. The moderator proceeded to
yell at me, informing me that I would not “interrupt” the speaker. I tried
to explain to him the nature of my question and he became even ruder
and louder. There was neither dialogue nor debate. The moderator did
not allow it. This is not what I would call “freedom of speech.”

I was quite upset at Ms. Arraf’s depiction of the flotilla episode,
which of course at the time was still being hotly contended by the
two sides although there was already video footage available. It
is important to note that Ms. Arraf had taken part on the flotilla,
not on the Mavi Marmara, but on one of the smaller boats.
Therefore, her words would have carried enormous weight with
the students, as you may well imagine. Months later, when the
UN Palmer Report, the official inquiry into the flotilla, was pub-
lished, it revealed (on page 104), that Ms. Arraf had in fact told
outright lies to the students. She had claimed that those who were
on the flotilla had been unarmed and had only acted in self-
defense when attacked by the IDF. She was quoted as saying that
day that “we wanted to defend our boats, by “slicking the decks.”
She also said the IHH were “firmly against anything remotely vio-
lent.” The report, however, clearly states that

passengers were wearing bullet proof vests, and carrying metal
bars, slingshots, chains and staves and that this information “sup-
ports the accounts of violence given by IDF personnel to the
Israeli investigation. The Panel further confirms that two soldiers
received gunshot wounds, three soldiers were captured, mis-
treated, and placed at risk” and that “seven soldiers were wound-
ed by passengers, some seriously. Given these circumstances,
Israel’s soldiers clearly acted in self-defense and responded rea-
sonably, proportionally and with restraint, including the use of
less-lethal weapons where feasible.

I brought this to Dr. Barnard’s attention, pointing out that I doubt-
ed that any of the students who had been in the room that day would
have read the Palmer Report and therefore realize that Ms. Arraf had
misinformed them. Dr. Barnard did not respond to my letter.

When I attempted to ask a second question and was shouted
down by the moderator, a voice came from the back of the room:
“Why won’t you let her talk?” The moderator simply ignored her. In
my experience, what David Barnard defines as free speech is only
available to those who agree with the speaker. It felt like a hatefest.

Now Middle East Week is neither a lovefest for Israel, nor one for
Palestine; it simply offers the kind of freedom of speech, dialogue
and debate that Dr. Barnard pretends to be protecting. We, as a
community should be commending Dr. Axworthy for having cre-
ated an alternative to IAW that is honest, reasonable and accept-
able to all who are willing to engage in true dialogue. Manitoba’s
Lieutenant Governor saw fit to honour him this year with the Award
for the Advancement of Interreligious Understanding and Middle
East Week was certainly a factor that led to that award being
bestowed upon him.
Sincerely,
Belle Jarniewski

Thank you for help with Hebrew Sick Cemetery
We wish to express our thanks to Eden Memorials and Everlasting

Memorials who so generously donated their time and expertise, to the
community at large who showed such warm support and to individual
citizens of Winnipeg who came out to assist in repairing the damage as a
result of vandalism at the Hebrew Sick Benefit Association Cemetery. All
the financial donations received are most greatly appreciated.

It is very heartwarming to see the citizens of Winnipeg come together at
a time of crisis and we are grateful and proud to be a part of this special
community.
Cemetery Committee
Congregation Etz Chayim



Jewish community members raising money for cancer research 
Cancer is a disease

that touches all of us
at one time or anoth-
er. While most of us
in our society are for-
tunate enough to live
relatively long lives,
cancer is no respecter
of age and many
members of our com-

munity have been taken from us well before
their time.

Jonah Nepon was one such unfortunate. He
was 29 when cancer took him just over a
year ago. Jonah was one of nine siblings – the
children of Leslie and the late Les Nepon. His
death spurred many of his siblings to become
involved in fundraising for cancer research. 

His sisters, Micah and Meirav, have focused on raising money for
research into brain cancer. Their brother, Adam, reports that the pair
have raised between $3,000 and $4,000.

Adam Nepon and sisters Mara and Dana are contributing their ener-
gy to the annual CancerCare Manitoba Foundation 2014 Challenge
for Life 20K Walk at Assiniboine Park (which is taking place on
Sunday, June 7, this year). They are part of a team called “Shvesters”
which was founded by the family of Adam Nepon’s girlfriend, Dana
Harvey, six years ago.

The team, Nepon says, consists of 15-20 walkers. He and his sisters
(Mara and Dana) have each raised between $1,000 and $1,500.

Noah and Lexi Palanaky’s mother, Naomi, was originally diagnosed
with a rare form of cancer in April, 2008. Sadly, she passed away in
November, 2010, at the age of 46, leaving to mourn her husband,
Bruce, as well as her two children. 

(Naomi’s sister, Michelle Moyer, was claimed by cancer just a few
months later.)

“The feeling when we heard the diagnosis is indescribeable,” said
Noah (who was 11 at the time), in an earlier interview. “It is something
that I will remember for the rest of my life.

“I wanted to do something to make a difference.”
What Noah did – first – and his younger sister, Lexi, began doing a

couple of years later – was to sign up for the 2nd annual Challenge for
Life 20 km Walk in June, 2008. He solicited $14,000 worth of support
that first time. 

This year, Noah and Lexi and their supporters are back for the sixth
time (fourth time for Lexi) more determined than ever - to reach their
ultimate goal to raise $1 million for cancer research.

“It’s that time of year again, and the Challenge for Life 20K walk is
just around the corner,” Noah wrote on an email blast. “I just finished
writing my Grade 12 exams which is why I’m getting a late start on
this year’s fundraising. Last year, my Kids Count team and I raised over

$115,000, and
I’m excited to tell
you that in total
we’ve passed the
$500,000 mile-
stone! Thank you
so much for your
past support…
we couldn’t have

done it without you! Now it’s time to get started on the second half of
my $1 million lifetime goal. 

“Together we can make a difference.”
Noah and Lexi invite readers to visit their website: www.cancer-

carefdn.mb.ca/netcommunity/noah to donate.
Michael Palay lost his wife, Elana, to cancer also in 2010. The pop-

ular young community leader was just 40. He lost his father, Syd, to
cancer the next year.

“This is my Fourth Challenge for Life walk,” says Palay, sales and
finance manager at Gauthier Chrysler. “Please help me make it the
most successful walk.” 

His goal for this year is to raise $15,000 for cancer research. To date,
Palay has raised more than $25,000 in donations for cancer research.

Donations can be made to his website (michaelpalay.com). 
The Serratus Superstars is a group of friends who have been doing

the Cancercare Challenge for Life Walk since its inception in 2008.
We will have raised $150,000.00 by the end of this year’s walk,” says
Dr. Cathy Moser. “We want to thank all of our wonderful friends and
families that have sponsored us over the years, as well as all of the
people that have bought and eaten our cookies, muffins and cakes at
our famous bake sales. Friends and family from all over Winnipeg
baked and donated their goods for our sale - they also bought some of
the favourites that our team members are famous for (like komish,
lemon loaves, almond roca amongst many others).”

This year, she says, the group raised $3700.00 from the bake sale
alone. “Although we have already raised over $17,000.00 this year,
we are looking to break our all-time record of $36,488.00.” 

The team members participating this year include Moser, Sharon
Goszer-Tritt, Harriet Zimmer, Leanne Zimmer, Faren Bernstein, Esther
Penner, Randee Pollock, Monica Newman, and Becky Kaufmann.

“If anyone wants to help us reach our goal,” Moser says, “you can
donate to the campaign by Googling the Cancercare Challenge for
Life home page, and donating to any one of the Serratus Superstars
members. Your dollars will go directly to buying much needed med-
ical equipment for Manitobans as well as for research that will one
day develop a cure. It is so meaningful to all of us, because each year,
at least one of us has a friend or family member that has been hit by
cancer. Walking the walk and raising money to find a cure is the only
control that we have in this terrible business - so that is what we do.”

Talmud Torah Dinner Update
And one final note, the Talmud Torah dinner is still on for Sunday,

June 22 – but the congregation will not be honouring the memory of
Rose Dubovsky, due to the sudden passing of her brother, Morton, a
couple of weeks ago. We extend our sympathy to the Dubovsky fam-
ily on their double loss over the past 10 months.
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

JONAH (left) and ADAM NEPON MICHAEL PALAY and son JOSH

Serratus Superstars

Shalom Homes to hold annual lottery
Shalom Homes will be holding its annual lottery

dinner June 24 at the Fairmont Hotel.
Anyone interested either in purchasing a lottery

ticket or attending the dinner is asked to call
Pam at the Shalom Homes office

Phone 204-582-7064.



Mothers, Daughters, Sisters, and Friends: 
a story of entrepreneurship, philanthropy, and community service

Ed. note: In our last issue (May 14) we reported
on the speech given by Ida Albo at the recent Jewish
Foundation Women’s luncheon. At the end of our
report, we wrote that we would try to obtain the
actual text of Albo’s speech. Here it s:

I am extremely honored to speak to you this after-
noon and to share some experiences, lessons, and
anecdotes that have influenced and changed my life.

It is only fitting to begin with perhaps an obvious
admission: I am a dyed-in-the-wool entrepreneur;
and I don’t mean it incidentally. I am referring to a
deep-seated innate propensity, Perhaps even a genet-
ic predisposition towards being driven towards ambi-
tious and enterprising projects. And coincidentally its
also a deposition that can also be interpreted as
naïve; which in some respects is also equally true.

My entrepreneurial constitution holds a peculiar
signature towards going that extra mile, seeking out
a diamond in the rough or an idea and then to try to
make it the best it can be. 

And as interesting and exciting that this disposition
has made my life so far make no mistake; having an entrepreneurial
spirit is not for the faint of heart. The fact is I am not supposed to be here

I presume like many of you, given the variety of twists and turns in
your own life, you too can identify with this feeling that I am talking
about. For example for some its just being here, in this very room, right
here, right now, supporting a great cause, enjoying a lovely meal among
friends in this grand historic ballroom. 

If these walls could speak, they too would very likely revel in this
shared sentiment. It can be easily argued that, this fabled Cinderella cas-
tle in the heart of the prairies was also not supposed to be here.

The Hotel Fort Garry is an entrepreneurial survival story par excel-
lence. It is Robinson Crusoe with a green steeped roof and it’s no won-
der we (both Rick and I and the Hotel) found each other in 1993.

More than once, the Fort Garry staved off demolition, the same fate that
befell other cherished landmarks, such as the Royal Alexandra, and the
Empire Hotels. Its managers ranged from pimps to hooligans; at least one
of its chefs committed murder, and the once elegant beacon of grandeur,
became a derelict eyesore and haunt for hapless gamblers and dejected
ghosts. 

Rick and I just opened the Prairie Oyster Cafe at the Forks and just as des-
perately as we needed a prep kitchen the dilapidated Hotel needed a food
and beverage operator.

It was a match made in heaven, but consummated with long hours, lots
of sweat, and often a few tears. Taking over the food and beverage opera-
tions at first was easy because In the winter of 1993, there was NO demand
for any traditional hotel services.

The only source of steady income was the rent check from the Crystal
Casino, which just happened to be threatening the “new and reluctant
Hotel owners” to shut down and not renew its lease.

The only glimmer of hope rested in the fact that the new reluctant own-
ers, the (who for certain felt like they were not suppose to be here) had
about the same amount of Hotel experience that we had. 

So following the most unpredictable circumstances (the new and reluc-
tant hotel owners English was not particularly strong at the time), Rick and
I found ourselves around the boardroom table at Aikins, MacAulay &
Thorvaldson, negotiating an improbable lease renewal. 

Which surprisingly we secured with a significant increase in rent for the
new owners to boot! 

Did I mention, we were not supposed to be there? 
After these serendipitous negotiations, the new and reluctant owners,

presented us with an equally serendipitous offer: a nominal management
contract in exchange for half the title on the Hotel, providing we recog-
nized their initial investment.

Now given that we had absolutely no money, zero hotel management
experience, and a still somewhat sketchy hospitality success record, we
immediately said YES!

Our lawyer at the time (who we were paying ‘in kind’), as well as the
industry at large, thought we were nuts. And in retrospect we probably
were at the very least Naive.

This penchant for entrepreneurship and comfort with an organic destiny
brings with it a certain type of neglect for customary rules. In my own life,
I have seen these permutations in everything from my parenting and ethics
to my philanthropy and commitment to community service.

The building of the Skate Park at the Forks is another one of those stories
but for another time.

So it is on this note I would like to begin with a story when this realiza-
tion first dawned, or should I say, flashed before my eyes at the height of a
near fatal encounter earlier this year.

It was a few days after New Years and Rick and I were returning home

from San Francisco. In Minneapolis our flights were can-
celled due to blizzard conditions all the while with most
of the mid west comparable to the surface of Mars. For
the most part, North America was grounded, but Rick and
I decided we would challenge the forces of nature and
rented a car for the 8-hour trek through the frigid waste-
land back home. At least then we would be in control.

About an hour north into our expedition, a semi truck
pulled in front of us, and by a hair, Rick avoided an
impending collision by quickly taking the ice and gravel
packed shoulder. In our effort to cease control, we iron-
ically lost all of it. 

The car spun violently in circles and tumbled over in
succession toward a snow packed ditch. To my surprise
I had time to process a single stream of jumbled thoughts
like:

Holy Shit!
“Is this how it’s going to end for us?” 
“Oh God, did we do a good enough job with our chil-

dren.”
“Will they make it on their own?” 

When the car finally stopped, Rick and I were hanging upside down sus-
pended by our seatbelts in a ditch. I glanced over expecting the worse, but
Rick was virtually unscathed. He said: “I think I am ok. What about you?”
“I think I am Ok too?” I replied.

But secretly I thought: “I am not suppose to be here.” 
You see, we all have innate drives and dispositions, but letting go and

acceptance are the essential components of a truly entrepreneurial soul.
Knowing when you have lost control is sometimes better than having con-
trol.

Perspective is to know what we can control and what we can’t; separat-
ing what matters from what doesn’t.

Try as we must to coax life in our favour, some things are outside of our
human agency.

It was the Stoic philosopher Epictetus who first codified the Serenity
Prayer. 

For him, “happiness begins with a clear understanding of one principle:
Some things are within our control, and some things are not. It is only after
you have faced up to this fundamental rule and learned to distinguish
between what you can and can’t control that inner tranquillity and outer
effectiveness become possible.”

Hanging upside down in a totaled Hyunda rent a car can help garner
some real perspective. 

A few years ago my brother had another serendipitous conversation with
one of his professors at the University of Toronto. Given his aptitude for
Semitic languages, (which we could never have predicted) his professor
was certain he was not only Jewish but also a distant relative of the great
15th century Rabbinic scholar Joseph Albo who lived in Spain. 

Naturally, when Frank told us we all found the whole thing preposterous.
Our father, an immigrant butcher from Calabria, was certainly not proge-
ny material for the author of one of the foundation works of systematic
Judaism. 

However, being a curious scholar with a penchant for rabbit holes, Frank
explored the matter further. 

It turns out, it is not only likely, but also highly probable that our ances-
tors were Jews who fled the Spanish Expulsion in 1492 when Many Jews
took refuge in southern Italy under the protection of King Ferdinand I of
Naples. 

Albo is a Sephardic name!
My forbearers fled to Calabria where they first practised Crypto-Judaism,

that is, they secretly adhered to the Hebrew faith while publicly professing
to be Catholic. And according to one of my aunts, there has interestingly
never been a priest in the larger Albo family.

And To this day, an entire neighbourhood in Grimaldi, from where my
father hails, all shares the name Albo, and yet have no blood relation. My
aunt Maria Albo married my uncle Ercolino Albo.

So how does this extraordinary saga relate to my initial admission – my
so-called entrepreneurial soul?

A simple word: Perspective.
Some things truly ARE beyond our control. Happiness truly DOES come

from acceptance, and life is not determined by fate, but rather, what is
unavoidably INNATE!

Perhaps all credit should go those remote ancestors of mine who fled the
brutal Inquisition in Spain. Maybe it was that one game-changing act of
survival that gave me my hereditary drive to surmount the odds: avert insol-
vency, help rescue this historic landmark, beat cancer, parent my daughter,
and most importantly, narrowly escape a grim end on that frozen ditch
along the I-95.

That’s right, perhaps that feeling that I often have, something akin to
anxiety is all wrong – 

I AM supposed to be here!
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IDA ALBO: “Knowing when
you have lost control is some-
times better than having con-
trol.”



Chai to celebrate 50th anniversary with Gala concert, Israel performance
By MYRON LOVE

The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble is celebrating its 50th
anniversary this year with a gala concert – on Tuesday, June 10, at
Winnipeg’s Centennial Concert Hall – followed by an appearance in
Israel in early July where Chai will be representing Canada at the
Karmiel Dance Festival.

“While we will be performing some of our highlight pieces from the
past 50 years, many of our pieces at the concert will be new dances,”
says Tracy Kasner Greaves, who has been Chai’s artistic director for the
last 11 years (and a member of Chai for 22 years). 

She notes that Chai will be introducing new dances by leading
Israeli choreographer Shai Gottesman, former Chai dancer and pro-
fessional choreographer Farrah Fernando (who is based in Toronto)
and new works by choreographers from Mexico City and Argentina
and Chai’s own Elan Marchinko and will feature vocal arrangements
by Chai’s own David Vamos.

The show will also be celebrating the 125th anniversary of the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, Winnipeg’s largest and oldest congrega-
tion. Joining the Chai performers on stage will be the Shaarey Zedek
choir, the congregation’s Rabbi Alan Green and Cantor Anibal Maas,
along with past presidents and leaders of both the Shaarey Zedek and
Chai.

On the Friday evening before, Kasner Greaves reports, the syna-
gogue will be hosting a community dinner featuring about 100 Chai
alumni (including the original eight dancers) many of whom will be
coming from throughout North America for the occasion.

On the Sunday, Kasner Greaves says, the alumni will be putting on
their own show at the newly-opened Regent Casino Theatre. The show
is being co-directed by Chai alumni David Gale and Casey Chisick
(now both of Toronto), Leah Braemer and Hillel Sommer, the son of
the late Sarah Sommer, who,  as a four-year-old, attended the original
rehearsals with his mother.

The Karmiel Festival will be Chai’s second appearance in Israel.
(Over the years, Chai has performed in every major city in Canada, in
Florida and California and Mexico City.) Kasner Greaves reports that
for the Karmiel Festival, Chai has commissioned award-winning

choreographer (and former Winnipegger) Lindsay Nelko to choreo-
graph a new work. 

The contemporary piece, based on a combination of the musical
pieces “Adamah v’Shamayim” (Land and Sky) and “Zum Zum”, are
about honouring the land, Kasner Greaves explains. It captures the
deep respect and honour for the gifts of the earth, prominent in both
our Canadian and Jewish roots. 

“People are constantly asking me how we do it in Winnipeg,” Kasner
Greaves says, “how such a relatively small Jewish community (which
ranges in size somewhere between 12,000 and 15,000, depending
upon whose figures you trust ) has been able to support Chai all these
years. “There is nothing else like Chai in North America.

The reason is that Winnipeg’s Jewish community is unique in its
level of commitment. Chai provides young people with a Jewish cul-
tural outlet, encourages a love for Israel and helps young people who
are new to our city to find new friends.”

Kasner Greaves relates a story about coming to a Chai rehearsal
recently to find a new member of the troupe, a teenage girl recently
arrived from Israel, crying. “As soon as she heard the music, she burst
into tears,” Kasner Greaves says. “She was overwhelmed being in
Winnipeg and hearing Israeli music that took her back to Israel. She
understood what we are doing here. It’s not about ego or profession-
al dancing It’s about community and love of Israel.”
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The Sarah Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble: celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary this year.

NCJW AGM
National Council of Jewish Women of Canada, Winnipeg Section

will be holding its Annual General Meeting on June 12, 2014, 7:30
pm at Herzlia Adas Yeshurun Synagogue, 620 Brock Street. Special
guest speaker will be Roz Prober, CM, president and co-founder of
Beyond Borders. Beyond Borders is an organization advancing the
rights of children everywhere to be free from sexual abuse and
exploitation.

This past year has been a very exciting time for Winnipeg Section.
In October Winnipeg Section hosted the triennial convention for

National Council of Jewish Women of Canada. Once again books
were donated to Rossbrook House, which is an inner city drop in
centre for children and young adults. On Purim over 70 mishloach
manot baskets were provided to Jewish Child & Family Service for
distribution to their clients. We co-sponsored a film night on Human
Trafficking with Shaarey Zedek, and speakers on nutrition, cardiac
surgery for women and mental wellness with the Rady JCC. Our
panel discussion on organ and tissue donation, co-sponsored with
the Rady JCC was a highlight. We also supported Alpha House,
which provides transitional housing for victims of domestic vio-
lence, and sponsored an educational program about genetic testing
at the Gray Academy. We continue to support the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre, and were a sponsor of the JCFS’s addictions
symposium. We have now joined Linked In, and have a Facebook
page. Our new website is under construction. We have two new
branches in the works, and are looking forward to a fantastic new
year. It is a great time to be in National Council.

A “Declutter for a Cause” giant garage sale will be held on
Sunday, June 1 from 9-4 at 202 Lamont Blvd. Donations to the
garage sale / bake sale are greatly appreciated.

All members and potential members are cordially invited to the
AGM. Donations of non-perishable food items for Jewish Child &
Family Service Food Pantry as well as new and gently used books for
our “Books for Kids” project are welcomed.

For more information please call the Council Office at 204-339-
7291
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By MARTIN ZEILIG
On April 1, 2014, the International Institute for Sustainable

Development (IISD), the Government of Ontario and the Government
of Canada signed three agreements to ensure the long-term operation of
the Experimental Lakes Area (ELA), a world-renowned freshwater sci-
ence research facility in northwestern Ontario– some 300 kilometres
east of Winnipeg.

That announcement to keep the ELA, which started up operation in
1968 and consists of 58 small lakes and their watersheds, functioning
into the foreseeable future was music to the ears of Dr. Michael
Paterson, the ELA’s head scientist. 

“We’re delighted that we’ve come this far, and that research will be
going full speed ahead on the water by the end of May,” said Matt
McCandless, executive director of the ELA, in a telephone interview
with The Jewish Post & News. 

“It’s been a lot of work to get to this point. Our agreements with the
federal government and the Province of Ontario were signed on April 1
after 11 months of negotiations.” 

In May 2012, much to the chagrin of the scientific community in
Canada (and internationally too) as well as many other people, the fed-
eral Conservative Government announced that it was no longer going to
fund the ELA. 

“The shutdown had been precipitated by cuts proposed in Bill C-38,
the Conservatives’ federal omnibus Budget Implementation Act,” wrote
journalist Peter Andrey Smith in an article titled  “Troubled Waters”, in
Walrus Magazine (June 10, 2013).

”The Experimental Lakes project has influenced environmental policy
around the world. So why would the Harper government abandon it?”,
the article wondered. 

“Buried within 400 pages of amendments and billions of dollars worth
of cuts was a provision that effectively pulled the plug on the ELA’s $2
million in federal funding. In ‘affected’ letters sent to federal employees
to notify them that their positions might be eliminated, the department
explained that the closure reflected ‘the government’s efforts to reduce
the deficit, aimed to modernize government, to make it easier for
Canadians to deal with government, and to right-size the costs of oper-
ations and program delivery.’” 

In response to the sustained and peaceful protests against the immi-
nent closure of the ELA, the federal government indicated that they
would be willing to transfer operation of the facility to an independent
platform, said Paterson, a long time research scientist at the ELA, whose
areas of expertise include aquatic food webs, biogeochemical cycling of
nutrients and contaminants, among other related fields.

“So, we spent the next two years trying to find a way to make it hap-
pen,” he added.

Things really took off, though, when Scott Vaughan took over as pres-
ident and chief executive officer of the IISD, according to Paterson, 56,
who has a Ph.D. in Biology, Dalhousie University.

“I decided to retire from the government last June, so I could work
more closely with the IISD to help make that transfer happen,” he
stressed during an interview in a fifth floor board room at the IISD offices
in Lombard Square –161 Portage Avenue E.

Paterson noted that the Government of Manitoba has also committed
funding to the ELA for a six year period, $250,000 per year for four years
from the Department of Fisheries and Oceans, as well as money from a
number of private donors, including RBC Bluewater –a wide-ranging
program dedicated to protecting the world’s most precious natural
resource: fresh water.

“At the end of the day, we can continue to do the work we’re doing
and have good funding for at least five more years,” he stressed.

“The things that make the ELA special are that we can do whole
ecosystem experimentations. We study a lake in its national state for a
few years and then we deliberately manipulate the lake to fund a solu-
tion to human impacts on the lakes and the environment (as a whole).

“We don’t do any whole lake experiments that are a threat to human
health, or that are likely to have long term impacts on the lakes.”

One of the projects Paterson worked on before leaving the DFO
(which is part of the Federal Fresh Water Institute) was to assess the data
from all the lakes and all of the experiments done previously at the ELA.

“The lakes have recovered to their natural state with one exception, a
lake to which we have been adding nutrients for 45 years,” he said.

Significantly, ELA now has one of the largest and most complete data
sets on fresh water quality in the world – everything from meteorology
to hydrology, water chemistry and all major components of the aquatic
food web, emphasized Paterson, who, with his wife, lawyer and phil-
anthropist Gail Asper, has two sons, Jonathan, 21, who’s studying
International Development at the University of Winnipeg, and Stephen,
23, a graduate in biology from the U of W.

“We have some data from hundreds of lakes and up to 46 years of data

for several lakes,” he explained, adding that a new whole lake experi-
ment being planned at the ELA is on the effects of nano-silver– a com-
ponent used in the emerging field of nano-technology as a bactericide
and fungicide in clothing and many other products– on lake communi-
ties.

“That long term data has become important for understanding climate
change and the effects of natural events like forest fire and how things
function in the natural environment. I’m feeling optimistic that we’ve
landed all this new support. There are tremendous opportunities at the
IIDS that we didn’t have at DFO.”

All for the benefit of science and our natural environment.

Some facts about the Experimental Lakes Area
By MARTIN ZEILIG

1) The ELA is an exceptional natural laboratory comprised of 58
small lakes and their watersheds set aside for scientific research.

2) Located in a sparsely populated region of northwestern Ontario,
300 km east of Winnipeg, it is one of the only places in the world
where it is possible to conduct experiments on whole ecosystems.

3) By manipulating these small lakes, scientists are able to exam-
ine how all aspects of the ecosystem – from the atmosphere to fish
populations – respond.

4) Throughout its history, researchers at ELA have addressed a
range of environmental issues, including the impacts of nutrients,
acid rain, mercury and other contaminants.

5) The ELA has been used to examine the effects of freshwater
aquaculture and to assist hydroelectric companies in improving the
design of reservoirs.

6) It has also enabled the study of emerging chemicals including
synthetic hormone disruptors, flame retardants, and household
antibacterial products containing nanosilver.

7) Since its creation in 1968, scientists at ELA have also amassed
one of the longest and most comprehensive data sets on freshwater
lakes in the world. These long term records have provided invalu-
able information for regional and global climate modelling, and
helped us understand climatic variation and its effects on freshwa-
ter lakes and the plants and animals that depend on them.

Sources: Dr. Michael Paterson, Head Scientist at ELA; “The
Experimental Lakes Area” – a publication of the International
Institute for Sustainable Development.
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Dr. Michael Paterson delighted that he is able to continue 
his research in the Experimental Lakes Area

Abbas: P.A. will not apply to any more international organizations
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud

Abbas said the P.A. will not apply to any more international organi-
zations.

In an interview with the Times of Israel published Wednesday,
Abbas said the P.A. will refrain in order to see how the diplomatic
standstill with Israel develops.

As negotiations between Israel and the Palestinian Authority
stalled in April, Abbas signed P.A. applications to 15 international
treaties and organizations in retaliation for Israel's reneging on the
release of a final batch of Palestinian prisoners from a deal signed
last July.

Israel suspended peace talks after Abbas' Fatah party signed a rec-
onciliation agreement with Hamas, the terrorist group that governs
Gaza.

DR. MICHAEL PATERSON: “At the end of the day, we can continue
to do the work we’re doing and have good funding for at least five
more years.”
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By GAVIN RABINOWITZ 
ATHENS, Greece (JTA) – When the Anti-Defamation League pub-

lished its global anti-Semitism survey last week, Greece, the cradle of
democracy, captured the ignominious title of most anti-Semitic coun-
try in Europe. 

With 69 percent of Greeks espousing anti-Semitic views, according
to the survey, Greece was on par with Saudi Arabia, more anti-Semitic
than Iran (56 percent) and nearly twice as anti-Semitic as Europe’s sec-
ond-most anti-Semitic country, France (37 percent). 

On its surface, the poll suggests that anti-Semitism is running ram-
pant in Greece. Much of the blame goes to the neo-Nazi Golden
Dawn party, which has found fertile ground for its extreme-right ide-
ology in the ruins of Greece’s economic crisis. In elections held
Sunday for Athens mayor, for example, 16 percent of the vote went to
Golden Dawn spokesman Ilias Kasidiaris, a man notorious for beating
a female political opponent during a television interview and for the
large swastika tattooed on his shoulder. 

But both the ADL and Greece’s small Jewish community caution that
the reality is more nuanced than the poll numbers suggest. 

“There is a danger of sensationalizing it, a danger of overplaying the
psychological impact of the poll,” Michael Salberg, ADL’s director of
international affairs, told JTA. “There needs to be real hard internal
look at the data and examining what are the forces at play.” 

For their part, Greek Jewish leaders took pains to point out that
despite widespread bigotry, Greece hasn’t seen the sort of anti-Jewish
violence that has cropped up in some other European countries, such
as France. 

“Despite the poll showing high levels of anti-Semitism, it must be
noted that in Greece over the last four years we have not had any anti-
Semitic violence against people or Jewish institutions,” said Victor
Eliezer, the secretary general of the Central Board of Jewish
Communities in Greece. 

“This is not a poll about violence, but rather a survey on stereotypes,
and yes, there are a lot of stereotypes among the Greek public,” he
said. 

The poll gauged anti-Semitism based on whether respondents
agreed with a majority of 11 statements on Jewish power, loyalty,
money and behavior that the ADL says suggest bias. They include such
statements as Jews talk too much about what happened to them dur-
ing the Holocaust; Jews are more loyal to Israel than to the countries
they live in; Jews think they are better than other people; Jews have
too much power in the business world; and Jews have too much con-
trol over global affairs. 

Critics have suggested that the survey is deeply flawed because the
statements are not fair indicators of real anti-Jewish bias. 

Of the 579 Greeks polled, 85 percent said Jews had too much power
in the business world, 82 percent said Jews have too much power in

the financial markets
and 74 percent said
Jews have too much
influence over glob-
al affairs. The margin
of error for Greece
was plus or minus
4.4 percent. 

In Greece, anti-
Semitic viewpoints
are aired frequently,
particularly the
notions that Jews
control the global
economy and poli-
tics. In 2012, when
the Golden Dawn’s
Kasidiaris read in
Parliament from the
anti-Semitic forgery
“The Protocols of the
Elders of Zion,” the
reading drew no
condemnation from
the other lawmakers
present. 

Nor was there
public condemna-
tion when Golden
Dawn slammed the
recent visit by the
American Jewish
Committee’s execu-
tive director, David

Harris, as a trip to ensure further “Jewish influence over Greek politi-
cal issues” and safeguard the interests of “international loan sharks.” 

Golden Dawn hasn’t been alone in expressing such sentiments. 
Earlier this year, the left-wing Syriza party’s candidate for regional

governor accused Greek Prime Minister Antonis Samaras of heading a
Jewish conspiracy to visit “a new Hanukkah against the Greeks.”
Syriza reluctantly dropped the candidate, Theodoros Karypidis. 

At the heart of Karypidis’ theory was a move last year by Samaras to
shut the allegedly corrupt Hellenic Broadcasting Authority and
replace it with New Hellenic Radio and Television, known by its
Greek acronym NERIT. According to Karypidis, NERIT is derived from
the Hebrew word for candle, “ner,” which he links to Hanukkah. 

Even the mainstream political parties have long histories of using
anti-Semitic tropes. 

“Greeks are fond of conspiracy theories, as they are steeped in con-
spiracy on a personal level,” Euthymios Tsiliopoulos, a journalist and
political commentator, wrote on the popular current affairs website
The Times of Change in the wake of the Karypidis scandal. 

“As so many things are conducted through under-the-table, back-
room deals, most naturally assume that the whole world is run in this
manner,” he wrote. “As such, there is willingness to believe that the
hardships the country and its inhabitants have undergone throughout
the centuries is due to the machinations of foreigners. After all, it’s eas-
ier to believe this than to fix the perennial ills plaguing Greek society.” 

Still, there are some signs of improvement. 
Samaras and his government have moved to condemn anti-Semitic

expressions and launched a crackdown on Golden Dawn, jailing
many of its leaders. The government also has acted against Holocaust
denial and runs school education programs together with the Jewish
community. 

“From the results of the poll, what is clear is that these stereotypes
are very prevalent in Greek society,” Eliezer said. “How do you com-
bat these stereotypes? Only through education.” 

The ADL’s Salberg hopes the results of the poll will motivate others
to act, too. 

“Perhaps,” he said, “these very sobering numbers will raise ques-
tions within civil society among religious and civic leaders who don’t
hold those views.” 

Why is Greece the most anti-Semitic country in Europe? 
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Macklemore apologizes for costume
perceived as anti-Semitic

(JTA) -- The rapper Macklemore apologized for wearing a costume
that was perceived as anti-Semitic.

The popular musician appeared at Seattle's EMP Museum on
Friday wearing a dark suit, a bushy brown wig and beard, and a
large prosthetic nose. The performance was part of the opening for
the museum's exhibit "Spectacle: The Music Video." During the
course of his set, he performed his hit song "Thrift Shop.

On his website Monday, Macklemore wrote that "my intention
was to dress up and surprise the people at the show with a random
costume and nothing more."

Macklemore reportedly had offered no on-stage explanation for
his costume during the performance, and the costume attracted no
negative comment from the audience.

His outfit drew a number of comments online and on Twitter, how-
ever, from observers suggesting that it was anti-Semitic. The Daily
Dot website described the costume as "some kind of Jewish carica-
ture, prosthetic schnozz included."

Macklemore wrote on his website, "I acknowledge how the cos-
tume could, within a context of stereotyping, be ascribed to a Jewish
caricature. I am here to say that it was absolutely not my intention,
and unfortunately at the time I did not foresee the costume to be
viewed in such regard.

"I truly apologize to anybody that I may have offended."
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
I. L .Peretz is today almost forgotten in comparison to Sholem Aliechem. Nicham Ross

who teaches Jewish philosophy at Ben Gurion University wrote a book about Peretz’s
Hasidic stories. This is a well researched book and one of the few books about Peretz writ-
ten in decades; however, Ross as a scholar of ideas doesn’t notice Pertz’s bitter sarcasm
and critique of Hasidic theology. He comes to the conclusion that Peretz was a NeoHasid.
It is time for serious Yiddishists to re-read Peretz as a secular Yiddish writer.

How to tell if you are an anti-Semite
Last week the ADL

published the results
of its annual survey on
anti-Semitism. They
report that anti-
Semitism is up in this
country, down in that
country, and so forth.
Not surprisingly it is,

according to their numbers, highest in the Arab
world. 

I’m not all that interested in the results of their
survey. I’m more interested in the questions
they asked. I used to design test questions for
knowledge in the industrial trades, so it’s a bit
of a an area of expertise for me. So I was inter-
ested in the questions from a strictly technical
point of view. The complete survey is posted on
their website: it seems that they ask people to
agree or disagree with a number of statements,
which I’ve listed below. I find the whole thing
very problematic, and I’m going to tell you
why.
1. (American) Jews are more loyal to Israel
than America.

Let’s accept that American Jews love America,
and they love Israel. Then it’s an open question
which love is greater, and an neutral observer,
when asked to choose, might reasonably guess
that for many Jews, love of Israel trumps love of
America. Does that make him an anti-semite?
2-6. Jews have too much power in the business
world/media/financial markets/…etc (five
questions altogether).

Suppose you believe that Jews have a lot of
power in the business world, the media, etc.
Does that make you an anti-semite? I don’t
think so. But that’s not the survey question: the
survey asks if Jews have too much power. Well,
there’s a pretty fine distinction. Over half the
survey relies on identifying people as anti-
semites on the basis that they’ve slipped over
this blurry line. I think that’s a little question-
able.
7. Jews still talk too much about the
Holocaust.

Look, if someone spontaneously says this out
of the blue, he’s probably an anti-semite. But
it’s a fact that Jews talk a lot about the
Holocaust. (As we should.) But how much is
too much? What if they said, “Jews don’t talk
enough about the holocaust”. Agree or dis-
agree? You can’t win this game, unless you can
say for sure that Jews talk about the Holocaust
exactly the right amount.
8. Jews don’t care what happens to anyone but
their own kind.

Same problem again. If you asked someone if
Jews cared more about Jewish suffering than
the suffering of the world at large, he’d be hard
pressed to deny it. And there’s nothing wrong
with that. 
9. Jews think they are better than other peo-
ple.

Actually, we do think that. Does that make
me an anti-semite for saying so? (Yeah, I
know…)
10. Jews are responsible for most of the
world’s wars.

Yes, someone who agrees with this is proba-
bly an anti-semite. But from a strictly technical
point of view, in terms of things like false neg-
atives vs. false positives, I’m not sure it’s a very
efficient question. Even Hitler and Arafat might
have checked off “disagree” on the basis that
the Jews are only responsible for some, not
“most” of the world’s wars.
11. People hate Jews because of the way Jews
behave.

This questions is the most problematical of

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 13. See “Marty Green.”
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Jewish Post & News interview with Herschel & Judy Fox 
Herschel and Judy Fox

will be performing at this
year’s Mameloshen
Festival on June 23. 

For the Foxes, this will
be their very first time per-
forming at Mameloshen.
Anyone who is familiar
with their reputations
would know, however,
that individually they are
two of North America’s
most popular Yiddish
entertainers, and as a duo
they are even more in
demand.

Having been born and
raised in Winnipeg,
Herschel Fox is probably
the best-know chazzan
ever to have been trained
here, while Judy Fox is
equally renowned for her
singing ability.

Also on June 23 students
from the Gray Academy
will be performing.
Unfortunately for many
who might have liked to attend, that show is now sold out.

Here though are excerpts from  an interview that Bernie Bellan con-
ducted with Herschel and Judy Fox over the phone on May 5, and which
will also be played in its entirety on the Jewish Radio Hour (CKJS - 810
AM) on Sunday, June 8, at 1:30 pm.

Recently I had the chance to conduct a phone interview with the two of
them together when they were at their home in Los Angeles.

JP&N: This interview is mostly catch-up time – not that anyone who
reads our paper has to be reminded who Herschel and Judy Fox
are…what I’d like to do is get nostalgic. I suppose any time you come to
Winnipeg, it’s nothing but. Give me an idea what your repertoire will con-
sist of.

Herschel: Yiddish – mostly.
Judy: Only because it’s a Yiddish concert, but we do that and many other

things.
Herschel: It will be a Yiddish program mostly because for me – it’s very

special. I came as a little boy of four from Poland. My parents were sur-
vivors and I had the most wonderful years (in Winnipeg). It was a whole
way of life. We lived on Manitoba, on Magnus, on Aberdeen. I went to
the Yiddish Peretz Shul, but I was in the Talmud Torah choir, so my whole
world was what happened in Winnipeg and a lot of that was rooted in me
so I’m really looking forward to come home – with all my heart.

JP&N: When was the last time that you appeared in Winnipeg?
Herschel: I believe it was about 10, 12 years ago. The Jewish National

Fund did a program where I brought three of the world’s great cantors and
it was at the Centennial Concert Hall. I think that was the last one – I could
be wrong.

JP&N: And Judy, how often have you performed in Winnipeg – I suppose
always with your husband?

Judy: I’ve been there a few times. I don’t exactly know the dates, but as
far as the things that I do, I’ll be doing Yiddish – which I fell in love with
even more when I met Herschel and we married. I’ll be doing cantorial
and I might even throw in some Broadway pop songs so that it has a nice
balance and is a little bit lighter.

Herschel: I don’t want to interrupt but I have to tell the truth: Judy has a
better voice than me. I didn’t marry her for her money, but her voice.

JP&N: Did she sing for you while you were dating?
Herschel: The truth is…
Judy: I took you up to the Catskills when I did a show.
Herschel: I fell in love with her. I was trying to get into an agency that

she was singing for. She was a very popular singer in the Catskill
Mountains and I knew her name because she used to open for Rodney
Dangerfield.

You’d see her advertised that time as “Judy Stevens”, so when my singing
teacher we both studied with gave me her number because I wanted to
get into that agency, I was so impressed – she called me from the moun-
tains, she met me early in the morning, she was so helpful, but I didn’t
think she was Jewish – to be honest, but by the end of the lunch she said
to me: “You want to get in with the agency, but what do you do now?”

I said – thinking she’s not Jewish, “Well, I’m a cantor in a synagogue.”
She said, “You’re a chazzan in a shul?”
I didn’t realize until then that this pretty girl was Jewish and then it went

in a different direction. I got her to meet my agent and we fell in love.

JP&N: I suppose with a name like Judy Stevens, you could have been
from any denomination – and I suppose that helped you – right?

Judy: That’s true.
JP&N: What about your daughters? They’ve established themselves in

their own right, haven’t they?
Judy: Yes, my younger daughter does voice-overs and acting and she’s

into the health arts – natural health alternatives.
JP&N: Just remind us what their names are – I didn’t do my research in

advance – I should have.
Judy: The younger one is Shayna, and my older daughter, Shira – I never

thought the apple would fall near the tree but it did. It didn’t fall far from
the tree. Shira is actually following in our footsteps. She’s been a cantor
for about seven years.

JP&N: We did do a story about you about three or four years ago that
attracted a great deal of interest. Unfortunately the stories that seem to
attract the most interest in our paper often have to do with ex-
Winnipeggers who’ve made good elsewhere. What I’d like to ask you
about, Herschel, is your relationship with Chazzan Broinshtein (Benjamin
Brownstone) - whom I knew, too. I could never sing worth a whit, so I
never even made it as far as a choir audition, but I knew that he was your
mentor. What can you tell us about your relationship with Chazzan
Broinshtein?

Herschel: As a little boy I heard him daven and I already wanted to be
in the choir when I was six, but he wouldn’t take you until you were eight,
so my childhood I spent with him and I absolutely fell in love with the
“chazzanes” – the Jewish liturgical music. Then when I was a teenager I
started studying with him privately. When I was 19 I sang for the first time
as a cantor at a high holiday service in North Battleford, Saskatchewan. 

After that I began – when he had to retire, because he was having some
medical problems, and I davened in the overflow synagogue at the
Talmud Torah one year, then I became the cantor in the main shul. 

He affected my life very, very deeply because I not only learned the
“nusaf” – the traditional notes, from him, but I watched how he impro-
vised and why he improvised.

Little did I know that this would be the major career of my life – to be a
chazzan, and he touched my heart and my voice and my soul deeply.

JP&N: How did you get along with him? Did he ever lash out at you the
way he seems to have done to almost everyone else?

Herschel: The truth is he was not an easy person to get along with. He
called you names and he wouldn’t be below giving you a push or a
smack.

JP&N: Did he have a nickname for you?
Herschel: Yes, my nickname because I went to the Peretz Shul – my

nickname was “Peretz Shul”.
JP&N: That’s hardly a pejorative because I know there were some other

choice ones that don’t bear repeating.
Herschel: I’ll tell you this one you can use: The younger Gunn brother,

Arthur (a.k.a. Fivie) – because Arthur’s father was in the bakery business,
he called him “Pieface”.

JP&N: Among your repertoire, are you going to singing any of Chazzan
Broinshtein’s songs?

Herschel: I wanted to make it as a surprise.
JP&N: Well, don’t let me let the cat out of the bag here.

HERSCHEL and JUDY FOX with their daughters, SHAYNA (centre),
who is a voice-over artist; and SHIRA, who is also a cantor.

Continued on next page.

JUDY and HERSCHEL FOX (in a slightly
older photo).
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Herschel: Well, if there are any choir
guys, maybe I’ll call them up and we’ll do
a little something.

JP&N: In terms of your own careers, you
both have your own pulpits, if that’s the
correct term.

Herschel: Yes, Judy is the cantor of the
Synagogue for the Performing Arts – the
original show business synagogue. She’s
been with them a little over 30 years.

Judy: Nonsense.
Herschel: Am I wrong?
Judy: It’s been 27 years.
Herschel: And I’ve been the cantor at

Valley Beth Shalom, which is a regular
Conservative shul – one of the largest in
Southern California – it’s a very innovative
shul. (Later Hersche tells me that the syna-
gogue is located in Encino.)

We’ve done many, many firsts in the
United States synagogue community.

JP&N: So Judy, tell me, did your training as a cantor predate your career
as an entertainer?

Judy: When I met Herschel I feel in love with the “chazzanes” and I
apprenticed under one of the premier cantorial teachers in the world. I
had attended Hillel Academy when I was young – around 7th grade I
stopped, but all that education came back to me. 

I was a professional singer – had done hotels, cruise ships, Playboy
clubs.

I was always working. I worked with big society bands, I had my own
trio. Like I said, I was in the Catskills with my own band when I met
Herschel and that’s where it all began.

JP&N: There’s something slightly incongruous thinking about a cantor
singing in a Playboy club, but I’m not sure I want to go any further with
that.

Judy: You don’t have to mention the Playboy club.
JP&N: Well, this interview is going to go on the Jewish Radio Hour

unedited unless I can inject some hiss into part of it. Listen – we’ve got a
very sophisticated readership, we’re all very tolerant these days. No one
is going to hold you in any lesser regard.

Judy: I wasn’t wearing the bunny costume. I was a nightclub singer
doing a show.

JP&N: Yes, I know – it’s okay. Your reputation is going to remain stellar –
I hope.

Anyway, to return to Mameloshen. This is the fifth Mameloshen in six
years. You must have been approached to do Mameloshen before, espe-
cially considering how well known you both are and the ties that Herschel
has to Winnipeg. What brings you to doing Mameloshen this year? Is it
just that the timing was right?

Herschel: The truth is I don’t think they ever called me, but I was glad
they did. A very good friend of mine, Alan Blye was there last year. Alan
told me it was a wonderful, wonderful, evening, so when they called I was
really happy to hear from them.

JP&N: There actually is going to be another young fellow by the name
of Justin Odwak performing the same week as you. I don’t know whether
you’ve heard of him. Justin is not trained cantorially – if there is such a

word, but he told me he is considering
it. He’s got a remarkable voice – much
higher than yours, Herschel. Justin
describes himself as a lyric tenor. How
would you describe your voice?

Herschel: I’m a lyric baritone.
JP&N: And Judy, you wouldn’t be

classified as a soprano, would you?
Judy: No, I’m a real gut-belter who

has an authentic sound for cantorial.
You would call it a kind of alto,
although I can sing soprano, but I
don’t do my presentations in a sopra-
no voice.

JP&N: So, among the songs that you
do when you’re on stage, I take it
there’s a mixture of Hebrew, Yiddish
and English. Anything else?

Judy: Correct. I do everything. I don’t
know whether I’ll do it for
Mameloshen, but I’ve sung everything.
I’ve sung Italian and pop and rock. I
speak Spanish, so I’ve sung Spanish.

But I wouldn’t be doing that kind of material for the Mameloshen.
JP&N: Do the two of you ever sing together with Shira?
Judy: We sound wonderful together. She has a sound that penetrates

your soul.
JP&N: Have you ever performed on stage in something like this with

her?
Judy: Many times. 
JP&N: Do you ever perform in Palm Springs?
(Judy goes on to relate how Herschel just performed in a concert in Palm

Springs with Shira. She explains that she wasn’t able to go.) It’s so fun
because the Winnipeggers come and see them.

JP&N: There won’t be any problem selling out your show. I have no
doubt of that, but this interview will also give people who won’t be able
to attend your show a chance to meet you through the paper. By the way,
are you going to have some of your recordings with you for sale at the
show?

Judy: We’ll have CD’s for sale.
JP&N: Do you have any videos up on Youtube?
Judy: There were some wonderful videos taken from a Yiddish concert

in San Francisco a few years ago.
JP&N: Good, we can post those videos to our own website so that peo-

ple can see you performing.
Judy: But I don’t look like that any more.
JP&N: Then we’ll have to attach a disclaimer to the video of you.
Judy: (laughing) Yah – a disclaimer: “Judy is much more beautiful today.”
JP&N: No, you’re both very glamorous, so there’s no problem there.
Unfortunately, I won’t be able to see you when you’re here. I’ll be in

Israel that week.
Herschel: Have a great trip. We hope to see you again and again.

Continued from previous page.
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all. If it stopped after the first three
words, everyone would have to
agree with it…why else would the
ADL be taking this survey? But then

the question goes on to the very problematical issue of why do peo-
ple hate the Jews? And who really knows the answer to this?

The point is that unless we know for sure why people hate Jews,
you can’t blame people for speculating that it’s because of their
reaction to the way Jews behave. And by the way…even if that
explains anti-semitism, it doesn’t justify it! It all reminds me of the
discussions Chaim Weitzmann talks about having in his student
days, when the assimilationists used to argue that German anti-
semitism could be overcome simply by educating the Germans as
to the many fine qualities of the Jewish People. Weitzmann replied,
“When a man has something stuck in his eye, he doesn’t care if it’s
a piece of mud or a piece of gold. He just wants it out.”

I think my basic problem with this survey is that it’s based on the
premise that you can most accurately detect anti-semitism in the
form of subtle attitudes that manifest themselves on a subliminal
level. I don’t think it’s all that complicated. If I were designing the
ADL survey, it would probably have one question, not eleven, and
it would probably go something like this: “On a scale of one to ten,
where ten is “love the Jews” and one is “hate the Jews”, how do you
feel about the Jews in general?”.

If you answer this question with three or less, you’re probably a bit
of an anti-semite.

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.

HERSCHEL and JUDY FOX performing in San Francisco in
2010. Videos of some of the songs from that performance
can be seen on Youtube.



might come to around $60,000.
An online article in the Winnipeg Free

Press (“Vandals topple tombstones at city
Jewish cemetery”, May 15, 2014) noted

that Winnipeg police say there’s no indication it was a crime motivat-
ed by anti-Semitism.

“We hate to see it,” said police spokesman Const. Jason
Michalyshen.

‘“Investigators are gathering information and possible surveillance-
camera footage to try to find suspects, Michalyshen said.’’’

Commented Faygee Yuffee as she surveyed the scene:
“I hope they catch the S.O.B.s. And, whoever did it should come and

put the headstones back upright under the supervision of the cemetery
people (those in charge of the Hebrew Sick).”

May 22, 2014
Bernie Bellan’s report
Thanks to the combined efforts of Etz Chayim synagogue members,

synagogue employ-
ees, volunteers from
the community at
large, and the ser-
vices of various
monument compa-
nies - especially
E v e r l a s t i n g
Memorials, the work
of restoring the
headstones to their
original state went
much faster than was
first anticipated. 

As a matter of fact,
by May 21, almost
all of the 20 tomb-
stones that had been
toppled had been
put back into place.
The exception was
one stone, for which
a photo can be seen
here, that has been
taken back to the
E v e r l a s t i n g
Memorials shop for
repair.

We spoke with Etz Chayim funeral director Shelley Sklover on May
22 about how so many individuals from different walks of life came
together in a spirit of cooperation and determination - that ultimately
turned a sad story into one of hope.

Sklover mentioned a great many individuals who deserve special
accolades for their contribution to a restoration project that took place
over a much shorter period and at far less cost than had first been
feared.

“Many people came and offered their support,” Sklover said.
“Norman Freedman on our cemetery committee was a big part of

refurbishing the Hebrew Sick Cemetery last year and, when he heard
about what happened, immediately volunteered to help in whatever
way he could,” Sklover noted. “He greatly assisted in the vandalism
repairs.”

At the same time crews from both Eden Memorials and Everlasting
Memorials were quick to the scene, pitching in at no cost in whatev-
er ways they could, lifting headstones and offering repair services if
needed. M.C. Delandes Memorials also pledged their assistance,
Sklover said.

But it was the volunteer efforts of two random strangers that really
caught the attention of Etz Chayim personnel. Two young men, Tri Cao
and Daniel Gorski, had come by the cemetery early after the vandal-
ism had been reported and offered their assistance. Together with Etz
Chayim cemetery employees Robert Hopkins and Jason Sansregret,
the two volunteers put back into place the majority of the headstones
that had been toppled.

As was noted in both the Winnipeg Free Press and the Winnipeg
Sun, however, the contribution of Matt From of Everlasting Memorials
is especially noteworthy. Fifteen years ago, when Matt was still a
teenager, his family’s firm had also rushed in to help restore damaged
gravestones at the Hebrew Sick Cemetery. When vandalism struck that
same cemetery again, Matt was there once more to offer his firm’s ser-
vices, free of charge.

A story that had an ominous beginning ended up turning out to be
a feel-good story in many ways thanks to the efforts of Jews and non-
Jews, all of whom pitched in.

Post script: The vandalism at the Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery was
not the first instance of vandalism at that cemetery. 

In August, 1999, a much worse case of headstone smashing
occurred. At that time, according to a story that appeared in our
paper, the cost of repairs was expected to be more than $100,000.

Eventually a number of individuals were arrested in connection with
that case of vandalism.

In 1993 the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery was also seriously vandalized,
with over 100 toppled and broken tombstones. No suspects were ever
charged in that case.

Apparently one of the reasons that it was not all that difficult to
knock over the headstones at Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery two
weeks ago is that the heavy winter moisture had made the ground
quite uneven and, with many of the stones already sloping downward,
the amount of effort that would have been required to knock them
over wasn’t as much as would have been needed if the ground had
been drier.

Still, in 1999, concerns were raised over the lack of security in
Winnipeg’s Jewish cemeteries. Certainly the recent case of vandalism
should lead to further security measures.

Vandalism
Continued from page 1.
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From Darkness to Light: Recovering from Genocidal Trauma
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Jewish Child and Family Service
Annual General Meeting

Myra Giberovitch, M.S.W., P.S.W., Adjunct
Professor, McGill University School of Social
Work will highlight her work on Recovering
from Genocidal Trauma at the Jewish Child
and Family Service Annual General Meeting
and Volunteer Recognition on Monday, June
9th. Myra is affiliated with the McGill University
School of Social Work as an adjunct professor,
sessional and guest lecturer, and field place-
ment supervisor. Her newly released book,
Recovering from Genocidal Trauma: An
Information and Practice Guide for Working
with Holocaust Survivors, guides the reader
on how to understand the survivor experi-
ence, develop service models and programs,
and employ individual and group interventions to empower sur-
vivors as they recover from tragedy and adversity. Her presenta-
tion will highlight her lifelong experience in working with sur-
vivors and her approach that focuses on resilience, challenges of
ageing, and vulnerabilities related to traumatic experiences. Myra
continues to be inspired by the survivors she encounters. “They
are an example of the human spirit’s capacity to adapt, rebuild,
persevere, and recover.”

The evening proceedings will also highlight JCFS’s many suc-
cessful programs and services, and recognize long-standing
agency volunteers for their support and commitment. The meeting
will take place in the Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community
Campus, 7:15 pm, and will be followed by a reception.

MYRA
GIBEROVITCH

Stone taken to Everlasting Memorials for
repair. 

Everlasting Memorials photo



By BERNIE BELLAN
In our last issue (May 14) we published a story

about a project in which students from three differ-
ent grades in the Hebrew program at Brock Corydon
School (Grades 2, 3, and 4) had recently been
involved.

That project was to have the students trace their
family trees. Following the publication of that story
I received an e-mail informing me that I hadn’t
given proper credit to an individual who had played
a role in the development of that project: Vanesa
Harari. Harari herself wanted me to make clear the
fact that she is not an employee of the Jewish
Heritage Centre.

I was curious to know more about her role in the
Family Tree project which, as I wrote in our April 30
issue, was extremely impressive in the way it moti-
vated very young children (in Grades 2, 3 and 4) to
undertake some very serious research.

According to Harari, “It started as a personal pro-
ject. I worked for the JHC (Jewish Heritage Centre)
in the past and we were receiving students and
helping them to research their last names and the
data base with their parents. Seeing the enthusiasm
and the new discoveries I decided to approach the
Beth Hatfutsot when I was in Israel and bring “My
Family Story” to Winnipeg. 

“The coordinator there loved the idea but for dif-
ferent reasons it did not fit here. So I decided to cre-
ate a new project that could fit the needs of the
school and could be appropriate to fit into the cur-
riculum. 

“With emails and meetings with the principal Ara Moris and two
different teachers, Paula MacPherson and Eileen Curtis, it was decid-
ed that the classes of Eileen (Hebrew program) could benefit with this
project for different reasons. 

“Eileen loved the idea and wanted to implement it into her classes.
A couple of weeks later I submitted this project to a special grant
from the Jewish Foundation with a letter of support from the teacher
Eileen Curtis.

“A couple of months later it was approved to be implemented some
time in 2014.”

While Harari did play an important part in developing this year’s
family tree project at Brock Corydon, it should be noted that the con-
cept of having students research their family trees was not, in itself, a
new idea at the school. As teacher Eileen Curtis and principal Ara
Morris both noted to me, there had been family tree projects at the
school several years prior to this year’s very ambitious project.

I was curious, however, to find out more about Harari’s background
and what might have led her to become so involved in having stu-
dents research their origins. I asked her to send me some information.

She responded: “I have a degree in anthropological science. It is a
Bachelor’s degree but with a thesis in Jewish religion. In my country
of origin (Argentina) the thesis is mandatory for a bachelors’ degree
but here it is like a Master’s degree. I also worked in a non formal
education sector with children at risk in Buenos Aires and with a col-
league we published a book about the experience.

“Now I work on different projects as a consultant. I do community
work and commit for different advocacy projects.” 

I thought it would be interesting to reprint a letter from Brock
Corydon teacher Eileen Curtis to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
in which Curtis explains how Harari’s project proposal fit into what
Curtis was also wanting to do in her own classrooms at Brock
Corydon School:

“When I first met Vanesa Harari I was most impressed with her
enthusiasm for her genealogy project. It soon became apparent that
this project would be a perfect fit for my classroom plan to integrate
the planting of roots at Tu B’Shvat with the exploration of family his-
torical roots. 

“For many of the students, their early family history connects them
to the Jewish farming settlements of the Canadian prairies. This
knowledge provides a fertile starting point for making personal con-
nections with new social studies learning about the formation of
communities and the needs required to sustain them.

“Each of the families also has some personal connection to the
European shtetls of the late 1800’s. This provides an opportunity for
the students to use their acquired mapping knowledge to locate and
then research life in the shtetl. 

“By incorporating the children’s personal family histories into a

social studies unit and by empowering the students to
become participants in the history-gathering process I
am hoping to improve their thinking and reasoning
skills, increase their sense of self worth and pique
their curiosity.

“This project also provides an opportunity for the
students to develop a stronger sense of family by
bridging the gap between generations. It will create
and allowing for the sharing of “special time” with
loved ones. It is an opportunity to make history come
alive that will lead to lifelong learning.

“This project also supports the P2G “Friends Across
the Sea” project by allowing students to learn what
life was like for Jews in different countries and exam-
ining our relationship with them. We hope that the
sharing of our findings with our partners at Ramat
Korazim School will strengthen our ties with them
while learning about ourselves, as well.

“The project will involve the brainstorming of ques-
tions that the children will require as they prepare to
gather their family history through interviews with rel-
atives and recording important life events. The stu-
dents will be encouraged to search for the events/rea-
sons that caused their families to move from their
homes almost 125 years ago. They will chart their
travels as they unravel the mystery of their family his-
tory. They will organize, plan, communicate, problem
solve and present their results in the form of a report
which will include the assembly of a family tree.

“I am excited about the possibilities that this project
can provide and sincerely hope that Vanesa is suc-
cessful in her bid for funding.”

To be honest, I had very little idea how much work had gone into
developing the Family Tree project at Brock Corydon School when I
went to that school to witness a presentation by Stan Carbone and
Ava Super Block of the Jewish Heritage Centre to Eileen Curtis’s
Hebrew students in Grades 2, 3 and 4. 

I am now quite a bit more aware of the amount of work and plan-
ning that went into this very impressive project – which can well
serve as a template for schools anywhere.

I hope that we have now clarified Vanesa Harari’s important contri-
bution to what proved to be an extremely successful and useful pro-
ject.

One further note to Brock Corydon School: What I didn’t mention
in  my article about the Family Tree program is the fact that enrolment
in the Hebrew bilingual program has grown markedly in the past two
years and is expected to grow again next Septemeber, when 245 stu-
dents - in both the English and Hebrew programs, are now registered
to attend the school. Only a few years ago attendance at the school
had fallen to 185.
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Further to the “Family Tree” project at Brock Corydon School

VANESA HARARI: “I decid-
ed to create a new project
that could fit the needs of
the school and could be
appropriate to fit into the
curriculum.”

In a further post script to the May 14 article, one of the pictures
we printed in accompaniment to that story was one of all the stu-
dents in Grades 2, 3 and 4 who were there the day that Stan
Carbone and Ava Super Block came down to Brock Corydon
School. I had been asked not to include the picture of one student
in particular. (Some parents do not want pictures of their children to
taken at their schools.) As it turned out, however, the mother of the
child whose picture was deleted didn’t have any problem with his
picture appearing in The Jewish Post & News and she told that to me
personally. As a result we are reprinting that picture in this issue -
without any omissions this time.



80s Shalom Shaker Social gets warm reception 

Unwinding in
good company, kick-
ing off your shoes,
and dancing the
night away is a fun
pastime for many –
as is music from the
1980s. Drawing on
this premise, Temple
Shalom’s first ever
social, Manitoba
style, attracted a
diverse crowd to the
temple on Saturday,
May 10 from 8pm-
1am. 

The entrance fee
for the 80s Shalom
Shaker Social was
only $10, with draw
prizes including
everything from con-
cert tickets to origi-
nal art, a complete
acoustic guitar pack,
Bomber and
Goldeyes tickets, a
Rady JCC bundle of
day passes, a 60-
minute massage, and more. 

The social was spearheaded by David Gabor, chair of the event
committee, who was inspired to put on such an event after having
lived in London, England in a “flat with four other Jewish men [his]
age after graduating from the University of Manitoba. I learned a lot
about myself and Jewish life in that household, and made some life-
long friends.” 

The two most important lessons Gabor gained were to be as inclu-
sive as possible with everyone who wants to participate in Jewish cul-

ture and to have a good time, which is what drew him to spearhead
the social. 

“We wanted to put on a fun event that was affordable and open to
everyone, and to try something new and exciting that the temple had-
n’t done yet,” said Gabor. 

“It helps when you have a live deejay, Justin Justifier, who is also a
member of the congregation, donating his time, as well as free food,
a cash bar serving anything from coffee to soft drinks, beer, wine, and
other hard liquor – all topped off with prizes totalling $2000 in value.”

Once any expenses were covered, the remaining funds went back to
the temple. 

Social attendees were from all walks of life, in the age range of about
30-70-years-old. 

Attendee Boaz Rafaeli, in his sixties, was
hoping to see more people come out for the
social, but he was happy to reconnect with
some event-goers he hadn’t seen for a while.
“The people who were there were good
people, and toward the end, some younger
people came and livened things up a bit,”
said Rafaeli.

Event organizers hoped to get 100-150
attendees, which they succeeded in doing
before 10 pm, as some attendees left and
others just arrived. 

“We wanted all ages and demographics to
take part,” said Gabor. “We figured having
an 80s theme would make it fun, as it’s nos-
talgic for those who were there back in the
day, as well as those who know it best for
the Ninja Turtles, Duran Duran, the NES,
and, of course, nothing beats neon.” 

After the event’s positive response and suc-
cess, Gabor said, “We’d definitely be inter-
ested in pursuing similar events in the
future.” 

Gabor expressed thanks to everyone who
contributed prizes and sponsored the event,
particularly U Rent It/Party Stuff, as well as
the efforts of Sangheeta Nair, Justin Danyluk,
Tyler Pierce, Ruthie Maman, President Miral
Gabor and everyone “who worked their
butts off to get this off the ground.” 

For more information about this and/future
Temple Shalom events, visit their Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/ temple-
shalom1 or call (204)-453-1625.
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GIRLS BELONG HERE
Our full day child care program runs all year 

round. Up to 50% financial aid available, 
beginning in Kindergarten!

Accepting enrolments all summer!

balmoralhall.com/girlsbelonghere

Excel, Reach, Lead

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Deejay JUSTIN JUSTIFIER, who is also a
member of the congregation.

“We figured having an 80s
theme would make it fun, as
it’s nostalgic for those who

were there back in the day, as
well as those who know it best

for the Ninja Turtles, Duran
Duran, the NES, and, of

course, nothing beats neon.”



Tickets going fast for Mameloshen!
The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Fund and the Rady Jewish

Community Centre are thrilled to announce fast moving tickets sales
for this year’s 6th Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and
Culture. 

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish – A Little Homespun Yiddish featuring
Hershel and Judy Fox and the Gray Academy students choir, is already
sold out and the remaining two concerts, Ghetto Tango, and Justin
Odwak: A Rising Star’s Yiddish Program are selling out fast! 

Laurie Mainster co-chair of Mameloshen recalled a comment made
by his co-chair Tamar Barr “Today we made (ticket sales) history”. 

Says Mainster “This is the first time in the
history of the Mameloshen Festival that we
have a sold out performance in such a short
time. Tickets for this year’s festival went on
sale on Monday, May 12 and by Friday May
16 in just five days our second performance
sold out. Whereas we are absolutely thrilled
with this news, we regret that so many of our
friends and supporters were too late and
unable to purchase tickets. We strongly
advise that if you wish to attend the other
two shows that you purchase tickets immedi-
ately as they are also moving very quickly”.

The Festival opens Wednesday, June 18
with Ghetto Tango, a moving and inspira-
tional concert that highlights the songs and
music performed in the underground
cabarets, which sprang up in the Jewish ghet-
tos in Nazi-occupied Europe. 

This compelling program was created by
Zalmen Mlotek and Adrienne Cooper z”l. 

The musical theatre repertoire was written
and adapted by Jewish composers, lyricists,
actors, singers, street performers, and ama-
teurs in the Jewish Ghettos of Poland and
Lithuania during World War II. 

Its musical forms reflect the diverse sources
of popular Yiddish songs of the first third of
the twentieth century, songs rooted in East
European Jewish folk and liturgical music,
and influenced by European opera and
operetta, American ragtime, film, and the
international rage for tango and cabaret
entertainment. 

The concert features Zalmen Mlotek, Lisa
Fishman, and Avram Mlotek. 

As an amazing finale to the 2014 Festival,
Mameloshen is pleased to present Justin
Odwak: A Rising Star’s Yiddish Program, on
Wednesday, June 25. 

Tenor, Justin Odwak is an emerging artist in
Canada’s classical music scene. 

Justin has performed as soloist with organi-
zations such as Winnipeg’s premier choir, the
Winnipeg Singers, Canzona, and with the
Winnipeg Philharmonic choir for the 2013
Tchaikovsky Festival presented by the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. 

Justin has also appeared as soloist with the
University of Manitoba singers for
Soundstreams at Toronto’s Koerner Hall
along with the Latvian Radio Choir. 

Justin is a member of the Sarah Sommer
Chai Folk Ensemble, performing at
Edmonton’s Jubilee Auditorium, and in
Winnipeg at the Centennial Concert Hall, as
well as performing at the Israel Pavilion in
Folklorama. 

He recently made his solo debut with the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra this past

November in A Prairie Christmas Celebration. 
Justin is currently studying his Bachelor of Music at the Desautels

Faculty of Music at the University of Manitoba, under the direction of
Mel Braun.

All shows located in the Winnipeg Art Gallery, all starting at 7:30
p.m.

Tickets on sale now! Please contact the Rady Jewish Community
Centre at 204-477-7510 or on-line at www.radyjcc.com
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I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT TRUST

Present 

$25

TICKETS & FESTIVAL PACKAGE
Rady Jewish Community Centre  

204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com

All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, 
Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.

Transportation is available for seniors for a nominal charge. Please arrange for transportation when ordering tickets.
Transportation supported by The Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

$50 All Three
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE

Wednesday, June18 7:30 p.m.
The National Yiddish 

Theater – Folksbiene presents

Ghetto Tango
Moving and inspirational: the songs 

and music performed in the 
underground cabarets from the Jewish 

ghettos in Nazi-occupied Europe.

Starring Zalmen Mlotek, 
Lisa Fishman and Avram Mlotek

Conceived and directed by Zalmen Mlotek - A Production of the National Yiddish Theater – Folksbiene.

$25

Zalmen Mlotek

Lisa Fishman

Avram Mlotek

Herschel and Judy Fox

$18

Justin Odwak

TICKETS

ON SALE NOW 

SOLD
OUT

Monday, June 23 7:30 p.m.

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
A Little Homespun Yiddish

Herschel and Judy Fox
North America’s favourite 

Yiddish artists and Chazzanim

Gray Academy Students
Return to the Mameloshen Festival stage to 

perform classic Yiddish songs

Wednesday, June 25 7:30 p.m. 

Justin Odwak: 
A Rising Star’s 

Yiddish Program
From opera to pop to Yiddish classics 

all sung in mameloshen!



World class scientist Dr. Jeffrey Marcus discusses his work
“Evolution is a process of constant branch-

ing and expansion.” - Stephen Jay Gould,
1941-2002, paleontologist, evolutionary biol-
ogist and historian of science (as quoted in
“The Case for Humanism - an Introduction”,
by Lewis Vaughn and Austin Dacey)

“Real biologists who actually do the
research will tell you that they almost never
find a phenomenon, no matter how odd or

irrelevant it looks when they first see it, that doesn’t prove to serve a
function. The outcome itself may be due to small accidents of evolu-
tion.” - E. O. Wilson, American biologist, researcher, theorist, natural-
ist and Pulitzer Prize winning author.

As he poses for a photograph while holding a wooden display box

pinned with specimens of butterflies from Malawi, a landlocked coun-
try in southeast Africa, biologist Dr. Jeffrey Marcus muses on his fasci-
nation with Lepidoptera – a large order of insects that includes but-
terflies and moths. 

An Associate Professor and Tier 2 Canada Research Chair in
Phylogenomics, Biological Sciences University of Manitoba, Marcus,
a native of New York City, was a member of the faculty at Western
Kentucky University prior to his arrival at the U of M in 2009.

Dr. Marcus’s research program spans the disciplines of phylogenet-
ics, developmental biology, and genomics, using methods from each
field to study the origins, organization, and evolution of butterfly color
patterns, notes biographical information. 

He is an innovator, developing new methods for mapping and
manipulating genomes, including the creation of the world’s first
genetically modified butterflies. He is also a leader in the creation of
computational tools for the study of genetic regulatory networks and
genomic complexity.

“I took a genes and development class with Dr. Marcus,” says Amber
Gemmell, 23, who, recently completed her BSc in Honours Genetics
at the U of M, and has been accepted into the MSc in Genetic
Counselling at the U of Minnesota in Minneapolis. 

Along with several other undergraduate and post graduate students,
she is working in Marcus’s tightly spaced fifth floor lab in the Buller
Building for the summer. 

“He’s a great professor,” offers Gemmell, who is editing a paper,
entitled “Molecular Population Structure of Junonia Butterflies from
French Guiana, Guadeloupe, and Martinque”, which will be submit-
ted to the open access online publication Psyche: A Journal of
Entomology (Hindawi Publishing Corporation) once it’s fully scruti-
nized by Marcus and his student-researchers.

“Instead of just memorizing the data, the exam questions involve
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New kosher meat service now available
for Winnipeggers

By BERNIE BELLAN
A long-established Montreal Kosher butcher is now shipping

orders to Winnipeg. J&R Kosher, established in 1952, is Montreal’s
oldest Kosher meat and deli retailer. The company currently deliv-
ers across Montreal, Quebec City, and Ottawa with its refrigerat-
ed van. Using third party transport companies, J&R has shipped its
product across Canada to Jewish communities in Halifax,
Moncton, Kingston, Edmonton, and most recently to Winnipeg.
After its success supplying the 450-person gala held at the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University gala, which was held
May 13 at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

J&R is now taking orders online, via email or phone for the local
community. “The phone has been ringing off the hook with 204
area code numbers – the response has been incredible” said
Sidney Nemes, owner of J&R and son of the company’s founder.
He discussed the shop’s plan to “provide a blowout Canada Day
sale for all customers with free shipping to Winnipegers on a set
date at the end of June.” The company offers a full line of fresh
beef and poultry with cooked Chinese food, gourmet meals,
sausages, and deli all made in-house.

The J&R Kosher website says that all of its deli products are
gluten-free, “including precooked foods, varying from Chinese
foods to cocktail favorites such as hot dogs in blankets, knishes,
and chicken fingers.” J&R has over 600 different products to
choose from. On an ongoing basis, the company “plans on ship-
ping products to individual houses in Winnipeg at a discount to
current options available to customers – even after shipping
costs.” The transport company would take up to five days for deliv-
ery, so customers can submit orders on Mondays and receive
orders by Friday in time for Shabbat and the weekend.

The company has a fully functioning e-commerce platform,
recipes, instructional videos, and even a Hebrew calendar on its
website - www.jrkosher.com. J&R also has a toll free number for
out of town customers and created a Facebook page specifically for
Winnipeggers - www.facebook.com/groups/JRKosherWinnipeg.
The idea, Nemes says, is for Winnipeggers who may be interested
in ordering from J&R to coordinate with other Winnipeggers
online and save on shipping costs by pooling their orders. For
more information, in addition to checking out the website, you
can email the store at jrkosher@gmail.com or call 1-855-JR-
KOSHER or 514-369-2727.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

DR. JEFFREY MARCUS in his fifth floor lab in the Biological Sciences
Dept. (Buller Building) at the U of M: Holding a display box with but-
terflies from Malawi.

Continued on next page.

Mention this ad and 
receive 10% off all 
Outdoor Signage 

orders until the end of 
!

Receive 150 Bonus AeroPlan Miles 
with your first Aeroplan Purchase at 

The UPS Store #401

Josh Kass
Store Owner & Franchisee

Unit #1-1596 Regent Avenue West
Winnipeg, Manitoba

R2C 4H4
T: 204.661.6900
F: 204.661.6850

www.theupsstore.ca/401
For instant updates and promotions,  

please also like us on Facebook and Twitter

FREE DELIVERY
anywhere within the city limits

Promotion only available at 
Crossroads Station Plaza  

The UPS Store #401

• Vinyl Banners • Rider Signs

• Lawn Signs • Corroplast Signs

• A-Frames • Flags



Wednesday, May 28, 2014, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   19

Science news

PJ Library celebrates 5 years in Winnipeg
providing books and music that help

Jewish families celebrate their heritage
Winnipeg children experience the magic of Jewish bedtime sto-

ries and songs each month. Registered children between the ages
of six months and eight years receive a FREE, high quality, age
appropriate book or CD mailed directly to their home. 

Books are carefully selected to match the age of each child, as
well as time honoured Jewish values and holiday cycles, making
it easier than ever before for young families to bring Jewish culture
home. 

The PJ Library program was established by Jewish philanthropist
and real estate entrepreneur Harold Grinspoon in 1993 in
Springfield, Massachusetts. 

Since then, it has grown to 185 communities around North
America, including Winnipeg, where it is supported by the Harold
Grinspoon Foundation, the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and
generous local donors. 

Every month, the program grows with new subscriptions
requests. Our goal is to provide every eligible child with this gift
from their community. 

PJ Library is free to subscribers, to ensure there are no barriers to
participation. The Harold Grinspoon Foundation covers a little
more than half the cost, and the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
with the support of additional gifts, funds the remainder of $50
per child. 

Since the launch in 2009, 950 children have received 26,996
books, a stack taller than the Richardson Building. Currently 640
children receive books.

Hundreds attend our programs throughout the year offered by
Congregation Etz Chayim, Congregation Shaarey Zedek, Herzlia
Adas Yeshurun Congregation, the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre, the
Rady Jewish Community Centre, and our own PJ Library Advisory
Committee.

problem solving and
applying what you
learned to real life prob-
lems. He usually incor-
porates his own research
and interests and anec-
dotes of his travels col-
lecting butterflies.
They’re stimulating class-
es.” 

At another bench in the
lab, Bonnie McCullagh,
who is doing an MSc
Degree in Biology, notes
that Marcus was her first
professor as an under-
graduate at Western
Kentucky University.

“He’s really good and
super smart,” says the
native of Hopkinsonville,
the sixth largest city in Kentucky with a population of some 33,000
people.

“He understands his students. He cares about them, and how they’re
doing.”

Marcus observes that he came to butterflies late in his research
career. 

“My first big research project was with fish,” he explains. 
“What I realized in doing that work as an undergraduate was I real-

ly wanted to work with something that grew faster. So, my Master’s
work was with Sea Monkeys (little shrimp) and fruit flies.”

Both of them grew very quickly, and are thus useful in genetic
research, he says.

But, fruit flies, especially, is a “crowded field” in the world of science.
“But, I wanted to work with an organism with many of the same

attributes where the field was much less crowded,” continues Marcus,
40, a married father of twin three year old sons, who, earned his under-
graduate degree from Cornell University, where he graduated with a
B.A. magna cum laude in Biology with a concentration in ecology and
evolutionary biology, a M. Phil. (Genetics) from Cambridge University
in 1996, and, obtained his Ph.D. (Zoology) from Duke University in
2002.

“And, butterflies with all the patterns on their wings are visible.
Because of their tissue structure, butterfly wings are surgically easy to
manipulate.” 

The burly, amiable scientist is “particularly proud” that he has thus
far been a research mentor to 30 undergraduates, six Masters’ students,
and one PhD student.

To date, Dr. Marcus’s laboratory has received grants from the Canada
Natural Science and Engineering Research Council, the Canada
Research Chairs Program, the Canada Foundation for Innovation, the
US National Institutes of Health, the US National Science Foundation,
the US Environmental Protection Agency, and the Commonwealth of
Kentucky. 

He’s also been invited to give lectures describing the work of his lab-
oratory in Australia, Canada, Denmark, Greece, Ireland, the United
States, and the United Kingdom.

Marcus mentions the significant influence that reading the books and
articles of famed scientist/science populariser Stephen Jay Gould, who
taught at Harvard University, had on him.

“His writings were one of my early scientific inspirations, starting at
about age 10,” he asserts.

“I learned what science was all about.”
While his work on butterflies is, in itself, interesting, it’s really part of

a bigger question that Marcus and his team, as well as other
researchers worldwide, are trying to address. 

“What we’re trying to understand is how the enormous amount of
biodiversity on our planet was created,” says the scientist, who grew up
in a family that, in his own words, “spanned the gamut” from non-
observant Jews to Lubavitch.

“How does one species become two species and how do they come
to look different from each other? The colours of different butterfly
species and, in particular, the patterns on their wings are the kinds of
traits we can take apart with molecular biology, with genetics and
developmental biology.

“Ultimately, what we’re doing is attempting to understand the
processes in the patterns that make the species different from each
other. We’re hoping to uncover fundamental processes that can apply
to more complex organisms.”

They are helping to illuminate the grandeur of evolution. 

Continued from previ-
ous page.

DR. JEFFREY MARCUS holding a DNA
separation container (which is then
placed into an electrophoresis machine,
which separates DNA by size using dif-
ferences in the charge of the DNA).



By JOHN CRUST
LODZ, Poland – When Evelyn Tauben was in the ninth grade, she

watched how the older students at her Jewish high school in Montreal
acted after returning from the March of the Living in Poland. There was
something about the annual Holocaust education program and
marching through Auschwitz that didn’t quite sit well with her.

“I was very shocked by their behavior,” she recalled. “There was
something misguided by the whole operation and how it was done.
The students acted as if in some elite club, accepted in this experi-
ence, some kind of status. It was inappropriate. They came back weep-
ing, hugging, saying, ‘You don’t know what we had been through.’ It
seemed they had gone too far embracing the status of victim.” 

Calling the program a “very constructed manipulative narrative in
Poland, then in Israel,” when it came time for her to take part in the
March of the Living, she declined, and wrote letters explaining why.
“My impression was they were not interested in contemporary Poland
and not respectful of contemporary Poland,” Tauben said, adding that
“there’s no nuance of understanding” the complexities of the history
before and during the Second World War.

Tauben’s presentation, “Born in Montreal, I Come from Lodz:
Rediscovering Connection through Creative Expression,” at an inter-
national conference on Jewish-Canadian literature and culture at the
University of Lodz touched a nerve and appears to mark a shift of
sorts, a shift in identity and consciousness among a growing number
of Jewish people. Beginning with a biographical note, Tauben said her
grandmother came from Lodz, her grandparents were married in the
summer of 1939 in Poland, sprouts of lineage with roots deeply
embedded in this land that she fervently embraces. 

“I always felt I came from Poland,” Tauben, now 35 and living in
Toronto, told the audience. She has come to discover Poland on her
terms, making Polish friends, collaborating with Polish peers, and
using artistic expression as a way of “reclaiming our connection to
Poland,” a “desire to connect with this place more fully,” and to over-
come how “we were raised to mistrust a people we did not know,” as
she put it. “We’ve been separated too long,” she said. As part of her
creative endeavours, Tauben is developing a play that incorporates
video elements, working with Michael Rubenfeld, a theatre artist, and
Evan Tapper, a muti-media artist. 

Based on her observations and research, Tauben said Jewish children
frequently grow up with stories of the Holocaust, an education
“inducing trauma and fear” into young minds. Such was the case in
her own Jewish elementary school. “I know my teachers were doing
the best they could,” she said in a question-and-answer session fol-
lowing her presentation. Family histories, undoubtedly, could shape
lessons a certain way. The instructors, she noted, often “were not well

equipped” to be teaching about the Holocaust in an objective man-
ner.

“I identify with your teachers,” said Ida Wynberg, 68, of Toronto,
whose parents came from Poland and Latvia, both of whom survived
the war. “Maybe it takes a generation to take that leap.”

“The immediate trauma was acute,” poet Isa Milman of Victoria told
Tauben. “For you it wasn’t acute.” Milman added, “I have a tremen-
dous empathy for the suffering of the Polish people. I was never taught
that. That’s all we learned – was trauma.” It seems trauma blotted out
so much that could have been heard. “Near death, my mother began
to speak more positively of her experiences in Poland,” said Milman,
who was born in a DP camp in Germany in 1949.

Sherry Simon, a keynote speaker from Concordia University, later
said she concurred with Tauben. “I absolutely agree and perhaps a lit-
tle more apprehensive than she is,” said Simon, a professor specializ-
ing in translation theory and cultural contact. “All the interpretations
of Jewish Poland are not equally welcome.” Acknowledging it has
been “a very difficult history,” she said “I think it’s fascinating to watch
this new episode, new Polish-Jewish relations in Poland.”

The local Jewish community has long expressed quiet disappoint-
ment over the lack of dialogue and interaction between Jewish youth
visiting Poland and Polish youth, but Jozef Kwaterko, a Jewish-Polish
professor who specializes in Quebec studies at the University of

Warsaw, believed
the March of the
Living is gradually
connecting better
with contemporary
Poland.

“I appreciate the
March of the
Living,” Kwaterko
said. “The problem
is the Israeli young-
sters. The groups
from Israel are com-
pletely isolated.
They come for the
galut” – the histori-
cal Jewish exile, cul-
minating with the
Holocaust – “to see
the cemetery of
Jewish life. It’s only
to see ‘the end of
Jewish life,’ and the
cemeteries and con-
centration camps.”
The March of the
Living, he said, “is
more open-minded.
Each year it’s more
connected with the
Polish landscape.”

A connection with
Poland seemed to
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Krzysztof “Chris” Majer and Justyna “Yael” Fruzinska, the Polish
coordinators of the conference.

Continued on next
page.

International conference in Lodz concludes:
Young Jews visiting Poland need to connect more with their Polish counterparts



be an underlying theme at the
conference. “My impression

from the students I teach – Holocaust, Jewish history – young people,
Jewish or not, their knowledge, to be kind, is lacking,” said co-orga-
nizer Norman Ravvin, an author and professor of Jewish studies at
Concordia University. “They may be informed about the Holocaust.
They don’t know about the culture that existed here. When I teach that
material, I constantly highlight the importance of pre-World War II
culture.”

The “great majority” of Jewish young people, and even those who
are not so young, visit Poland in so-called “mission travel,” which
includes the March of the Living, Ravvin noted. The tours are “script-
ed in a way” and “can take shape in their minds that limit Poland,” he
said. “They are getting people to come, but on a very narrow script.”

In what was described as a rare, if not unprecedented, international
conference on Jewish Canada in the academic world, the two conge-
nial Polish hosts who orchestrated everything happen to have Jewish
backgrounds. 

Krzysztof “Chris” Majer and Justyna “Yael” Fruzinska of the
Department of American Literature and Culture reflect what’s been
deemed the “post-revival generation,” and signalling a subtle shift,
shining in the warm April weather that greeted the conference partic-
ipants. A Jewish revival in Poland began around 1989 with the fall of
the Communist regime. Now a younger generation is being heard and
felt.

“For my mom, it’s been the most difficult,” said Fruzinska, 29, a poet
who recently completed a doctoral dissertation on individualism in
Disney animation. “She didn’t
know my father was Jewish. She
married a Jewish man, not know-
ing it, and here she has a half-
Jewish daughter.” The discovery,
and the mother’s one and only
child identifying with Jewish cul-
ture and religion, understand-
ably, can seem foreign, and was
not part of the original family
makeup. 

Fruzinska, who was active in
the Jewish choir Tslil, informed her father about his true identity, and
halachically Jewish at that – 100 per cent. “He learned it from me.
‘Dad, you know what? – you’re Jewish.’ I made sense of some family
stories passed on without reflection.” Something about the family
background seemed – strange, amiss. For instance, word that her
grandmother’s sister received financial assistance from the Jewish
community after the war to start a hair-dressing business was sugges-
tive there was more to the story. “I wrote to the archives,” she said. 

The issue – are we Jewish? – was first broached some 12 years ago.
Fruzinska’s father, not overly religious, initially was resistant to the
notion of now being Jewish, but when she brought him a kippah from
a trip to France, the gift had an effect. “When someone makes an anti-
Semitic comment, he’ll stand up and say: ‘I’m Jewish.’”

For Majer, 37, the family background was “just known,” but regis-
tered little thought. Majer, who completed a doctoral dissertation on
the Messianic messages in Richler’s writing, is halachically Jewish.
“My Jewish heritage is spotty,” he conceded, though his academic
interests are bringing him closer to that heritage. “My grandmother on
my mother’s side was Jewish.” He noted that a diary belonging to his
great-grandmother that dates before the First World War describes
Christmas trees, with no mention of anything Jewish. 

“My grandmother didn’t really like to talk about this. She lost her
mother in the Warsaw Uprising.” The Warsaw
Uprising against the German occupiers
began Aug. 1, 1944, a little more than a year
after the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943.
“When did I find out? I can’t remember the
moment. I always somehow knew about this.
It didn’t seem to have any consequences.
There were no religious family traditions. It
was this abstract word” – Jewish. “I was
raised very loosely Catholic.”

Majer, however, remembers when his
younger brother found out about their Jewish
heritage. “I told him. I was surprised he did-
n’t know. He was in high school.”

Kacper Bartczak, a department colleague,
also had a grandmother that wasn’t keen on
discussing the past, but his family has a
medal that reflects a remarkable story. Two
Jewish children – “a boy and a girl,” he said,
“very small” – were smuggled out of the
Warsaw Ghetto, and Bartczak’s grandmother
took it upon herself to take care of the chil-
dren, along with her own daughter. As the
story goes, they ended up in the countryside

where it was safer, living there for some three years.
According to an official testimony, neighbours were
told Izabela was a niece, Jozef an illegitimate child.

“She never discussed it,” Bartczak, 42, said. But
the story was always there, the proud story of doing
the right thing despite the risks. More than half a
century later, the family felt the grandmother’s self-
less actions should be known. “I found this person”
– Izabela Owczarek. “She was still living in Lodz.”
That little girl grew up and became an engineer.
Together, they documented everything in a letter in
English. “She had a daughter,” Bartczak said, “didn’t

know anything about this until later in life.”
In 1998, Stefania Bartczak, a strong-willed, working-class woman

who for years toiled in a rubber factory, was recognized as the
Righteous Among the Nations by Yad Vashem in Jerusalem. “She was
88, already dying,” said the grandson, a recognized poet. “My father
went to the ceremony in Lodz on her behalf.”

As Bartczak shared a few words about his grandmother, Sheldon
Glass was absorbing the special experience of being in Poland. The
77-year-old Toronto man smiled at how friends discouraged him –
Why would you want to go back? they said – but he wouldn’t listen.
“Just stories that they heard – ‘It’s very anti-Semitic,’” Glass said. “Had
they ever been here? No.” Glass, a retired men’s clothing buyer for the
old Eaton’s department store, was part of an entourage of friends and
relatives that accompanied Toronto-based Yiddish translator Vivien
Felsen, who did a presentation on Chaim Leib Fuks. 

“I’m a grandson of Poland,” Glass declared. 
His mother left Poland in 1911. His father left in 1915. They met in

TThe conference ended with a warm applause. There is already talk of
a “second chapter” that would be held in Montreal, and, ideally, some
kind of an exchange program might eventually be put into place
between the two universities. And maybe a Yiddish songbird is help-
ing navigate a new tune.

Continued from previous page.
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Happy Shavuot

Author Norman Ravvin reading from his book during a literary read-
ing at the conference. Goldie Morgentaler, the daughter of the late
Yiddish writer Chava Rosenfarb, is sitting at the front. 

“For my mom, it’s been the most diffi-
cult,” said Fruzinska, 29, a poet who

recently completed a doctoral disserta-
tion on individualism in Disney anima-
tion. “She didn’t know my father was
Jewish. She married a Jewish man, not

knowing it, and here she has a half-
Jewish daughter.”



By EDMON J. RODMAN
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – In the Ten Commandments,

the Torah tells us to “Honor your father and your moth-
er,” but on mothers-in-law, it’s mum. That is until we
come to the two-day holiday of Shavuot and read the
Book of Ruth, which records the relationship between
Ruth and her mother-in-law Naomi.

Since Shavuot celebrates the giving of the Torah, and
in Ruth we can observe another form of giving – that of
loving familial support – we can use the holiday to
explore the give-and-take of the mother-in-law/daugh-
ter-in-law relationship. It’s a relationship often marked
in our times by tension, hackneyed jokes and even car-
toon strips such as Mell Lazarus’ “Momma.” Sons-in-
law, of which I am one, don’t feel left out, as there is
much for them to take away, too.

An in-law bond is knit when Ruth (whose husband has just died)
says to Naomi, who has just tried to convince her to return to her
homeland, “Do not urge me to leave you, to turn back and not follow
you. For wherever you lodge, I will lodge, your people shall be my
people, and your God my God.”

Though beautiful in sentiment, for some – myself included – it also
seems like a size-too-small sweater, leaving little room for movement.

“What about the freedom to live the life my spouse and I want?” I
can remember thinking soon after tying the knot 32 years ago. “What
does my mother-in-law have to do with that?” I foolishly thought.

Apparently it’s a question many of us have failed to examine carefully,
as websites are filled with tales of mother-in-law woe about intrusive and
too frequent visits, and unasked-for advice, especially about child rearing.

“She comes over four to five times a day which started right after we got
married,” begins a letter in an advice column tagged “Mother-in-Law from
Hell” on the Aish.com from a woman who has been married for eight
years. Another letter in the “Dear Rachel” column on Chabad.org begins,
“My mother-in-law is constantly criticizing me and my ability to parent.”

Marilyn Kagan, a Los Angeles therapist with over 30 years of experi-
ence counseling individuals and couples, as well as teaching a ground-
breaking course at the American Jewish University here called “Marriage
for Life” (formerly “Making Marriage Work”) has seen her share of tumul-
tuous relationships whose discord is rooted in in-law issues.

“How can you be more compassionate?” is a question Kagan coun-
sels wives to ask when they are having differences with their mothers-

in-law. “Put yourself in your mother-in-law’s shoes,” she
advises, “she’s losing the definition of what she’s been
doing much of her adult life.” Kagan says she also wants
the daughter-in-law to realize that she’s the one who
“sets the home life and that has to be respected.”

When problems begin to build, Kagan says, “some-
times you need to say, ‘Mom, let’s get together and talk.’
” For a script she suggests beginning with something like,
“I know you love your son and I am grateful for this
human being, and I know that you and I want the best for
our family,” before speaking about a specific problem.

As for the husband, who is often caught between his
wife and mother, Kagan suggests that “men need to take
a deep breath. They can’t withdraw like a turtle.”

For a husband to choose between a wife and a moth-
er “makes them feel like bad boy,” says Kagan, who

hosted a Los Angeles radio call-in counseling show and a television
show on the Disney affiliate here in the 1990s. Instead, she says, “a
husband needs to be a big boy.”

“I got into the middle of things when my mother was critical of how
we were raising our kids,” I respond, suddenly feeling defensive about
my mother, who of course was perfect.

Jewish men who are first generation in the United States can “get
stuck in both worlds,” Kagen says. In such cases, she suggests a team
approach: The husband must go to his wife “for guidance” on how to
approach the mother-in-law.

“Be a united front,” says Kagan, who with therapist Neil Einbund
wrote the book “Defenders of the Heart.”

Too many visits to the in-laws? For those who go to the mother-in-
law’s every week, she wonders, “Why not set up your own rituals and
invite her over?”

As to conflicts over in-laws giving stuff to your kids on your do-not-
serve list, Kagan observes, “If grandma is going to give their grandchild
some ice cream, it’s not going to kill them. Yours is the house in which
the fire burns, why the power struggle?”

And as if asking us all to be a little more Ruth-like in our responses to
what might seem like potential mother-in-law conflict, Kagan counsels
first thinking, “Let’s see if we can find a way to make this work”

(Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who writes on Jewish life from Los
Angeles. Contact him at edmojace@gmail.com.)
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(JTA) The shooter who entered the Jewish Museum of Belgium on
Saturday in central Brussels “approached each victim with calm, aiming
only for the head without uttering a word in manner that is shocking
because of the level of training it suggests,” said Mischael Modrikamen,
the Jewish leader of Belgium’s small, centrist Parti Populaire.

“Sadly, however, the actual attack comes as no surprise to us after years
of living in an atmosphere of rampant anti-Semitism that often leads to
violence, ” he added.

Within hours of the attack, the local Jewish community and the
European Jewish Congress’ Brussels-based Security and Crisis Center
were operating a crisis management room complete with a telephone
hotline and website — testament to years of preparations for a terrorist
attack on one of Europe’s most at-risk communities.

The shooter, who fled the scene along with a driver, used what
appeared to be an AK-47 to kill Israeli tourists Mira and Emanuel Riva
and two of the museum’s staff, a man in his 20s and a female volunteer,
Belgian authorities said.

A manhunt is underway to capture the perpetrators of the deadliest
anti-Semitic attack in Europe since the French Islamist Mohammed
Merah killed four people at a Jewish school in Toulouse in 2012.

Indeed, the characteristics of the Brussels museum attack follow the
pattern observed at Toulouse, according to Claude Moniquet, a Brussels-
based counter-terrorism expert.

“It seems we are dealing with a small cell of operatives — Islamists or
otherwise — with a low signature that minimizes their risk of being
caught,” he said.

Yet Belgium’s Jews have experience with such violence that predates
the Toulouse attack by more than 20 years. In 1989, a Moroccan terror-
ist assassinated the community’s then president, Joseph Wybran. An
armed attack on Brussels’ largest synagogue — which is located 400
yards from the museum — left five wounded in 1982, three years after
13 people were wounded in a grenade attack on an El Al plane at
Brussels’ airport.

Some of the worst attacks on Belgian Jewry happened between the
years 1979 and 1981, when Arab terrorists killed four people in a series
of explosions, including a car bomb, and shootings directed at Jewish tar-
gets in Antwerp’s Diamond Quarter.

“That track record means that no one thought this couldn’t happen
here,” said Joel Rubinfeld, president of the Belgian League Against Anti-
Semitism and former leader of French-speaking Belgian Jews. “In fact,
most of us knew it could and would, especially in recent years. So I am
shocked but not in the least surprised.”

The level of threat increased after the second Palestinian intifada, when
Belgium began seeing dozens of anti-Semitic attack each year for the first
time since World War II.

Recent years saw another development not only because of Merah —
who inspired a slew of anti-Semitic attacks across the French-speaking
world — but because “of the arrival to the scene of new patrons of anti-
Semitism in the French-speaking world,” Rubinfeld said, a reference to
Dieudonne M’bala M’bala, a French comedian whose blatant anti-
Semitism has emboldened anti-Semites.

Earlier this month, Belgian authorities banned a conference organized
in Brussels by several individuals with a track-record of promoting anti-
Semitism, including Dieudonne, French activist Alain Soral and Belgian
lawmaker Laurent Louis.

Rubinfeld said that Belgian authorities have generally had “a more lax
attitude” toward anti-Semitism than their French counterparts. The ban-
ning of the conference earlier this month “was the first case of its kind in
recent years where we saw a determined stance,” he added.

Modrikamen noted that police maintained no permanent presence out-
side the Jewish Museum of Belgium. “Even when police do place pro-
tection, it means two cops in a car parked outside a building and noth-
ing comparable to the security provided in France,” he said.

But Arie Zuckerman, a European Jewish Congress executive who has
spearheaded Jewish communities’ preparations for crises after Toulouse,
says the problem is not local.

“When governments perceive a threat, they know how to cooperate
tightly and devote enormous resources and we see this in the war on
drugs, for example,” he said. “Sadly, no such pan-European recognition
has emerged on the need to protect Jewish institutions, which often have
to carry the burden of security costs. We saw it Brussels, where the ter-
rorists probably collected intelligence without being detected, but it
could happen in many other places. The tragedy is in Belgium, but the
problem is in Europe.”

Museum attack comes as no surprise to Belgian Jews

At Shavuot, celebrating the giving of the law -- and the mother-in-law?
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Fatah reaching out to Hamas for internal political reasons
having nothing to do with peace talks

By MYRON LOVE
The chattering classes – media commentators on the Israel-

Palestinian so-called “peace negotiations” – are describing Palestinian
Authority President (for life) Mahmoud Abbas’ recent outreach to
Hamas, the terrorist/religious extremist group that rules Gaza (and is
sworn to Israel’s destruction) as akin to a poke in the eye to Israel and
the foolish John Kerry who has been doing his utmost to get the Israeli
and Palestinian sides to come together to negotiate peace.

The standard wisdom seems to be that either Abbas has given up on
the talks and turned to trying to reach an accord with Hamas instead
– or that he is using his approach to Hamas to try to squeeze more
concessions from the Israelis.

But journalist Tony Badran, writing on a website called Now
Lebanon, suggests another explanation that has nothing whatsoever to
do with the futile peace negotiations and everything to do with inter-
nal Palestinian Authority politics and Abbas’ own interest in keeping a
serious politic opponent at bay. If Badran is correct, than it shows of
how little importance Abbas considered the past nine months of nego-
tiations with Israel.

“According to some analysts,” writes Badran (who is a research fel-
low at the Foundation for Defense of Democracies), “the Palestinian
leader’s motivation was to put pressure on the US and Israel in order
to extract concessions in the negotiations. However, the Americans
and the Israelis were hardly the first thing on Abbas’s mind. Instead,
his eye was on something much closer to home, inside Fatah. Namely,
Abbas is concerned with heading off the challenge from former Gaza
security chief Muhammad Dahlan. 

“But since the Palestinian arena is subordinate to wider Arab poli-
tics, Abbas’s maneuver also needs to be viewed against the backdrop
of Arab dynamics and the efforts of Arab states to project power onto
the Palestinian arena, Badran continues. “The central Arab player in
this sphere is Egypt, in alliance with Dahlan’s other patron, the United
Arab Emirates, with Qatar the principal actor on the other side of the
divide. Cairo, which has been squeezing Hamas, also seems unim-
pressed with Abbas and is looking for an alternative to the 79-year-old
Palestinian president.” 

Badran goes on to explain that the Palestinian players and their
respective Arab backers have been maneuvering for months, leading
to the current convergence between Abbas and Hamas. For their part,
Egypt and the UAE want to reintroduce Dahlan into Gaza and back
into Fatah, and they’re helping him build up his ability to reconstitute
his influence.

This put Hamas in a quandary. On the one hand, the movement
despises Dahlan, whom it ignominiously pushed out of Gaza in 2007.
It also recognizes that if Dahlan is re-established in Gaza with
Egyptian and Emirati backing, it will most certainly be at its expense.
On the other hand, Hamas is vulnerable and is in a tight spot finan-
cially. In addition, its priority is to relieve pressure from Egypt and to
reach some understanding to ease tensions with Cairo. It is said that
Qatar prodded the Doha-based Khaled Meshaal to consider an
accommodation with Dahlan, in order to open the door for Gulf aid

money and to improve relations with Egypt. No less important, the
Qataris and Hamas likely understood that such a move would raise
the pressure on Abbas and increase tensions in Fatah, which they then
could exploit. 

Beginning in December of last year, Badran goes on to report,
Hamas took some steps in Dahlan’s direction, allowing the re-entry
into Gaza of some of his close associates and permitting charities run
by his wife to operate. This modest opening to Dahlan had the desired
effect on Abbas, who dispatched a delegation to Gaza in February to
try and nip Dahlan’s move in the bud. It was at this time that the push
that led to the agreement on reconciliation began, as Hamas, espe-
cially its Gaza-based leadership, declared that partnering with Dahlan
was out of the question, and that instead it was sticking with Abbas. It
also clarified that if the Emiratis wanted to pump cash into Gaza, they
cannot do it through middlemen – that is to say, Dahlan’s people.
Instead, they would need to do it under the supervision of a joint com-
mittee of the factions and the Legislative Council. 

“All of this does not mean that Abbas will soon re-establish himself
in Gaza or allow Hamas to strengthen its position in the West Bank,”
Badran continues. “In fact, it’s obvious since the reconciliation deal
sidestepped the critical issue of control over the security services that
this is not on either party’s radar. The convergence between Abbas and
Hamas, however temporary and limited, is more specific in scope: for
Abbas, to fend off Cairo and Abu Dhabi’s bid to install Dahlan at his
expense; for Hamas, to get some wiggle room with Egypt.”

Badran concludes that “commentary following the announcement
of the reconciliation wondered whether the Israeli government or US
Secretary of State John Kerry was responsible for effectively deep-six-
ing the peace talks. President Obama even chastised leaders on both
sides for lacking the will for the tough decisions required to achieve
peace. There’s a pronounced tendency on the part of US analysts and
diplomats for solipsism, analyzing every move by regional players
through the lens of their own priorities. What the Abbas-Hamas tacti-
cal convergence – and the backdrop of Arab power politics against
which it played out – demonstrates is that regional players are con-
cerned with matters
of more fundamen-
tal importance for
them. The reason the
peace talks failed is
that Arab politics is
the priority, not the
peace process.”

Obama recently
noted that the
Americans should
not want peace
between Israel and
the Palestinians
more than the two
sides themselves
want peace. It was
obvious from the
beginning though
that Kerry was the
one who was push-
ing for peace. No
one invited him to
take on this fruitless
quest. It should have
been obvious to
everyone that the
Palestinians weren’t
interested. 

So what was the
point of it all? And
why does the sup-
posedly neutral
American adminis-
tration and its unoffi-
cial as well as offi-
cial spokespeople
continue to blame
Israel for peace
negotiations that
were expected to fail
(by almost everyone
except John Kerry)
from the beginning?
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Survey: 74% of French Jews mulling emigration
(JTA) -- Nearly 75 percent of thousands of French Jews who par-

ticipated in a recent survey said they are considering emigrating.
The survey, whose results were released Monday by the Paris-

based Siona organization of Sephardic French Jews, encompassed
3,833 respondents from the Jewish community of France, Siona
said.

Of the 74.2 percent of respondents who said they are considering
leaving, 29.9 percent cited anti-Semitism. Another 24.4 cited their
desire to “preserve their Judaism,” while 12.4 percent said they were
attracted by other countries. “Economic considerations” was cited
by 7.5 percent of the respondents.

In total, 95.2 percent of all respondents to the online survey con-
ducted by Siona from April 17 to May 16 said they viewed anti-
Semitism as “very worrisome” or “worrisome.”

Slightly more than half, or 57.5 percent, of respondents, said “Jews
have no future in France,” while 30.6 percent said there is a future
for Jews there.

Asked whether they had personally experienced anti-Semitic inci-
dents in the past two years, 14.5 percent replied in the affirmative
but of those, only 21.2 filed a complaint with police. Of the com-
plainants, 27.6 percent indicated that their deposition had led to
concrete results.

A similar survey from 2012 showed a quarter of Jews who experi-
enced anti-Semitic incidents filed a complaint, Siona noted in a
statement, adding, “The results give cause for concern.”
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Earvin Johnson: Your magic spell is everywhere
Have you ever asked someone a

question you were 98 percent certain
that you already knew the answer to?
Doesn’t make sense, does it? Well, in
this business of writing, it’s always
wiser to be safe than sorry. 

Consequently, with the 42nd Rady
JCC Sports Dinner fast approaching on
Thursday, June 19th at the RBC
Convention Centre, I contacted

Chairman Blair Worb and “Mr. Everything”, Ernie Nairn, to
have them verify my suspicions that this year’s featured guest
speaker, Earvin “Magic” Johnson, winner of five NBA cham-
pionships is likely to draw an unprecedented number of
sports aficionados to the upcoming event. 

For the two percent or so of you who aren’t aware of the
melodrama that has been playing itself out between “Magic”
and Los Angles Clippers’ owner Donald Sterling; it’s because
instead of watching CNN’s superb coverage of the bizarre
event you were otherwise occupied staring at re-runs of “I Love Lucy”,
“Victory at Sea” and “Sea Hunt on your 17 inch black and white
Eatonia TV set. 

Worb responded matter-of-factly: “Well, I have no proof but our
ticket sales are the strongest they have ever been in the past three
weeks. A lot of it could be that our ticket sellers (snow birds) are back
in town.

“I think it did help a little. A lot of people are buying the gold tick-
ets at $525. I’m very happy about that. Talk about being thankful.
What timing; it was the perfect storm. We’ve already sold 1150 tick-
ets. It may become the most well attended dinner since 2000 when
boxer Hurricane Carter came. That was a huge sellout of about 1500.”

(Carter, by the way, died just one month ago at age 76 in Toronto.
He was the fighter whose wrongful murder conviction became an
international symbol of racial injustice and he was a superb headlin-
er.) 

Nairn, of course, concurred whole heartedly. He didn’t believe for
a single moment that Johnson was going to cancel out and that the
committee would have to scramble to find a suitable replacement
because he was now otherwise embroiled in the aforementioned con-
flict. “Magic is definitely coming. We have a signed contract and he
will be here. He just recently appeared (in a similar capacity) in
Chicago. Obviously the Clippers’ controversy has helped sales,” he
said.

Super salesman Nairn also shared that “This year’s live auction has
some fabulous prizes including a car and 2015 Super Bowl tickets.
You know we are honoring Larry Vickar and his entire family for their
major contributions to the entire community over many years.”

Often, the classic line in the entertainment world “ Tickets are mov-
ing at a brisk pace” can merely be an attempt by promoters to boost
lagging sales. Not in this instance however. 

Magic may not pass this way again. The 54-year-old basketball leg-
end, who played 13 seasons in the NBA, and who was selected first
overall by the Lakers in 1979, is also a renowned philanthropist. He
will no doubt have much to share and, just think, the drama is still
unfolding. Timing is everything, isn’t it?
POST PATTER:

The Mets have given up on left-handed first baseman Ike Davis after
drafting him in the first round (18th overall). He was shipped off to the
Pittsburgh Pirates and the best N.Y. could get in return was “for a play-
er to be named later.” The son of former major league pitcher Ron
Davis and Jewish mom Millie who was born in Lithuania, is presently
hitting a respectable .269 with three homers after only 108 at bats.

The only Jewish manager in the majors, former catcher Brad Ausmus
in his rookie year and his “lantzman”, veteran second baseman Ian
Kinsler, have thus far led the Detroit Tigers to the second best record
in all of baseball, with a won-loss record of 27-15. Kinsler, 31,
acquired from Texas Rangers in the off-season is batting .317 in 180 at
bats. (See adjoining story.)

When the Fargo Moorhead Redhawks of the American Association
come to town to do battle with the Goldeyes you should note that vet-
eran Jewish shortstop Zach Penprase will be back for his seventh sea-
son with the visitors. The 29 year-old hit .257 last season and stole 40
bases. The year previous he experienced a banner year (2012) when
he made the all-star team by hitting .311 and stealing 47 bases in 52
attempts. 

The Oakland A’s feature Nate Freiman a DH and 1st sacker who
played in 80 games in his rookie season in 2013 when he hit .274 in
180 at bats. At the moment he is rehabbing an injury while with AAA
Sacramento. The slugger is counted upon mainly for his bat. A Duke
University grad, Freiman holds his school’s career HR record and is

second all-time in batting average. 
If you watched the Jays-Rangers three-

game-series in mid-May, you caught a
glimpse of 27-year-old Aaron Poreda, an
up-and-coming relief pitcher, who was a
first-round pick of the Chicago White Sox
in 2007 (25th overall). He now plays with
Texas and, in 12 innings thus far, he has
struck out nine and boasts a 2-0 won-lost
record and an ERA of three. Poreda’s size
can be intimidating on the mound as he
stands 6’ 6” and weighs in at 240 lbs. The
young hurler features a fast ball and can
also be a spot starter on occasion. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher, and covers football
and hockey for Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street,
Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

MAGIC JOHNSON at the mic.

Echoes of Greenberg: Tigers roaring
with Jewish duo Ausmus and Kinsler 

By HILLEL KUTTLER 
BALTIMORE (JTA) – The rarity arose in the initial meeting of first-

year Detroit Tigers manager Brad Ausmus and his second baseman
Ian Kinsler, newly traded from the Texas Rangers: a Jewish player
reporting to a Jewish manager. 

Ausmus was “raised the same way I was,” Kinsler learned, with
one Jewish parent and an upbringing in which Judaism “wasn’t
something that was completely ingrained in our lives,” the 31-year-
old Arizona native said in his pronounced Texas twang. 

The chat also covered Ausmus’ experiences piloting Israel’s World
Baseball Classic entry in 2012, his only previous managerial job. 

Both have settled in quickly in Detroit, helping to lift the Tigers to
the best record in Major League Baseball as of last weekend. Batting
leadoff, Kinsler carries a .300 average and stands among the
American League leaders in runs and hits. 

Tigers fan Morris Amitay, AIPAC’s former executive director who
came to watch Detroit sweep the three-game series here, said he
can’t help but kvell over the combination of Jewish manager and
player. 

“Here’s a team that had Hank Greenberg, and now it’s gone back
to its Jewish roots,” he said. 

Kinsler wears uniform no. 3; the 5 he wore for Texas had been
retired by Detroit to honor Greenberg, its Hall of Fame first baseman
from 1930 to 1946. 

A uniform-always-dirty player, Kinsler draws ire from opponents
and admiration from teammates. He’s a welcome spark plug for a
Continued on next page.

Feb 28, 2014; Lakeland, FL, USA; Detroit Tigers second base-
man IAN KINSLER (left) and BRAD AUSMUS (right) talk as
they work out prior to the game against the New York Yankees
at Joker Marchant Stadium. Mandatory Credit: Kim Klement-
USA TODAY Sports.



team that has ridden power hit-
ting and dominant starting pitch-

ing to three consecutive A.L. Championship Series and the 2012
World Series. 

In eight seasons with the Rangers, Kinsler was a three-time All-Star
who helped the Western Division club reach the World Series in 2010
and 2011. In postseason play, his average is .311. 

His Nov. 20 trade for first baseman Prince Fielder “was a little bit
shocking,” he acknowledged while dressing for a recent game here.
But playing for Detroit “is awesome,” he added. 

Ausmus was hired two weeks before the trade. 
Sitting in his Camden Yards office, Ausmus said his experience with

the Israeli team provided “a little bit of a glimpse” into how managers
build rapport with players and cultivate clubhouse camaraderie. 

“In terms of preparation, I don’t know that there’s a ton of parallel
because there’s so much more information [available] on major league
players than there is on WBC players – in fact, sometimes even no
information on WBC players,” he said. “I guess that in some regards
you learn to make decisions you don’t really want to make [to cut
players].” 

The experience didn’t
necessarily place him on
the major league manag-
ing track, Ausmus said. 

“There are only 30 man-
agerial jobs. There’s no
guarantee you’re going to
get one of those,” he said.
“I’d thought of it, but I
never assumed it.” 

A priority heading into
2014 was getting to know
his Tigers as people and
players. Six weeks into the season, Ausmus said, nothing has surprised
him. 

That could be because of his playing experience toiling for four
teams, including the Tigers, in 18 years and winning three Gold
Gloves at catcher, the thinking man’s position. 

Those parallels are more apparent, Ausmus said. 
“As a catcher, you’re planning ahead, you’re strategizing, you’re

dealing with a pitching staff. You also know what it’s like to be an
everyday player,” he said. 

“As a catcher, it gives you a pretty good feel for what you would
come across as a manager, for what the players are thinking, what’s
going through their minds, what emotions they’re feeling.” 

Given his short time with Team Israel, Ausmus figured he “certainly
didn’t have any impact” on several players subsequently reaching the
majors, but added, “I’m happy for them.” 

That’s a sentiment the Tigers echo about working alongside Kinsler
and Ausmus, at 45 a generation younger than his retired predecessor,
the crusty Jim Leyland. 

Pitching coach Jeff Jones said Ausmus is “very low-key, doesn’t
panic, doesn’t get excited when things don’t go right,” and extremely
prepared. All-Star pitcher Justin Verlander said his new manager is
“more relaxed on the bench” and “totally different” than Leyland, with
whom he remains close. 

Kinsler, he said, brought a new dimension to the Tigers: speed.
(Kinsler’s 177 steals set a Rangers record.) 

“It’s been a lot of fun to watch. I love the way he plays the game,”
Verlander said. “I hated the way he played the game when he was
with the Rangers and we had to play against him. That’s a sign of

respect.” 
Told of Verlander’s description, Kinsler was pleased. 
“That’s the kind of player I want to be,” he said. “I like to cause prob-

lems. If you’re not noticed, then you’re not doing something right.” 
Off the field, a synagogue in suburban Bloomfield Hills, Mich., has

invited Kinsler to enroll his two children in its summer program. In
Texas, Kinsler said, his daughter Rian attended a JCC of Dallas pro-
gram. 

Judaism is “definitely something I want to teach them about,” he
said, adding that his wife, a Catholic, is supportive. “To have that
knowledge is important.” 
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 56

I would like to devote this chapter to
humour, and what it means to us, as
seniors! Actually, it should form a very
important part of our daily living.

When we feel bad (as it occurs periodi-
cally), we need some humour to lighten
up our lives, such as:

1) A really funny movie e.g. Charlie
Chaplin, in “Modern Times”, or some of

Hollywood’s funniest comedians, like Red Skelton, or Danny Kaye,
in “The secret life of Walter Mitty”

1) A funny story, that made you laugh. (did you write it down?)
2) Do you remember a time when you laughed until you cried?
We have to learn to laugh at ourselves. That’s not easy! But it is

part of the learning process.
Perhaps you may not have heard about the prominent Hollywood

comedian who was asked to entertain a group of senior citizens in
a retirement home in Los Angeles. He was trying his best to get a
few laughs from this heavily medicated crowd. He noticed one gen-
tleman in the first row who was fast asleep! He was terribly annoyed
when he approached this individual and tried to get his attention,
without success. 

He gently put both of his hands on the gentleman’s shoulders, and,
said in a loud voice: DO YOU KNOW WHO I AM?? 

The man looked up at him, with one eye open and said “If you go
to the front desk and ask, they will tell you.”

Humour is the Spice of Life! If you wear a smile when you meet
some friends you are getting into the right mood, to greet them. If
they have the time, try sharing a funny story with them. “What, you
don’t have one?” Then find one, in a magazine, or on the Internet.
Try telling it beforehand by talking into a mirror, so that you remem-
ber the punch line! You are shy, and don’t think it will work for you.
You will never know until you try! Too many seniors walk around
with a grim look on their faces! Don’t let this be you, regardless of
your circumstances!

I know that there are medical facts to prove humour is good for
you. Patients could recover faster, if they let a little humour in to
their lives. Try starting with a few one-liners to warm up e.g.,

“Two cannibals ate a clown. One cannibal said to the other, that
sure tasted funny!

“Why did they throw the patient out of the hospital? Because he
took a turn for the nurse.”

Bob Hope said “I was born without money, and I still have most
of it.”

Seniors worry about the hereafter, they wander from room to room
saying, “what am I here after?”

Sure, they may sound corny, but didn’t they bring a smile to your
face, even if you have heard it before!

As seniors grow older, they tend to repeat themselves. Not to
worry, this is part of the aging process. That’s the wonderful part of
sharing humorous stories with your friends who are seniors! But, let
a little time lapse in between!

There is the story about the travelling salesman, who made it a
habit to stop over at the King’s Hotel in Dauphin Manitoba, as he
enjoyed their steak dinners. On one visit he ordered a steak, and the
waitress said that soup is included with the meal. “Forget the soup,
just serve the steak.” 

Later on that evening, his room had been changed, and he was
directed to a room where the tenant required an enema after retir-
ing. When he was relating this story to a friend, he said “If they offer
you soup with your steak, take it! If you don’t you will get it one way
or another.!” 

A man said, Flin Flon “There is nothing but hookers and hockey
players there.” Another said my wife comes from there.” 

“Oh, replied the other, what position does she play?”

By

HARRY WARREN

Continued from previous page.

Israel snags top spots for innovation in
business survey

(JTA) – Israel placed first in several categories in a business com-
petitiveness survey of 60 developed countries.

Israel placed first for entrepreneurship, innovation,  cyber-security
and business-sector research and development in the survey, put out
by the IMD World Competitiveness Center of the International
Institute for Management Development in Lausanne, Switzerland. 

Israel also took second and third place in several categories relat-
ing to technology and government investment in research and edu-
cation, according to Haaretz.

In the survey’s main ranking, though, measuring overall business
competitiveness, Israel dropped five spots from last year’s survey,
from 19 to 24. 

The United States retained its top spot in that ranking, followed by
Switzerland, Singapore and Hong Kong.

The factors that dragged Israel down, according to the survey,
were its high cost of living, the low quality of corporations’ boards
of directors, and the risk that research and development centers in
Israel would be transferred abroad.

Sitting in his Camden Yards
office, Ausmus said his

experience with the Israeli
team provided “a little bit

of a glimpse” into how
managers build rapport

with players and cultivate
clubhouse camaraderie. 
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LILLIAN MATCHAN
(nee SHULMAN)

With great sadness, we
announce the passing of
our beloved mother, grand-
mother, and great-grand-
mother on May 16, 2014 at
the age of 91. The funeral
was held at Congregation
Etz Haim on May 20.

Lil, the daughter of
Bluma and Jacob Shulman,

emigrated as a small child from Popoisk,Russia to Winni-
peg with her two siblings Anne and Isaac, and their
parents. Lil grew up in the North End, and after graduating
from high school, worked in the family grocery store.

At 19, she met Red (Isadore) Matchan and after a short
courtship, they married in 1942. Red first worked in the
garment trade and later became an insurance underwriter.
His success in this career enabled them to enjoy travel all
over the world. Their marriage was long and happy, until
Red’s death in 1999.

She is survived by three daughters - Carol Novis (Ben),
Judy Weidman (Russell) and Linda Matchan (the late
David Israel); seven grandchildren and ten great-grand-
children, and several close nieces and nephews. Despite
the distances, Lil’s children and grandchildren had a
close, loving relationship with her and were in constant
contact. She was invariably supportive and encouraging.

Lil easily made friends and had devoted friends of all
ages. She had a gentle, warm, giving nature and was a
popular presence at Shaftesbury Residence, where she
spent her later years.

Her strong intelligence remained unimpaired until the
end; she used her computer to stay connected to her
family, learned bridge in her late 80s, and maintained keen
control of her business affairs.

We express our appeciation the staff of the Shaftesbury
Residence for the warm and secure environment they
provided.

Donations in her memory can be made to the Lil and
Red Matchan Memorial Fund at the Manitoba Jewish
Foundation, 123 Doncaster St, # C-400 Winnipeg,
R3N2B2.

CONRAD “CONNIE” CRUST
Sadness, of course, sur-

rounded Conrad’s hospi-
tal bed, but a love story
appeared to be playing out
its final chapter. The 15th

anniversary of his beloved
wife’s death – 6 Iyar on
the Hebrew calendar – fell
on Tuesday, May 6. As a
symbolic yahrzeit memo-
rial candle marked the
window sill, Conrad
drifted further away,
pulled away. Conrad
“Connie” Crust – our fa-

ther, grandfather – passed away peacefully on Friday,
May 9. He was 83.

About a month after Helen died from a quick, fierce
cancer at age 59, it was discovered Conrad had a similar
form of cancer, and a second round of hospital visits
overwhelmed our reality. As it turned out, the forces in
the heavens had decreed: Sorry, sir, it’s not your time;
you have to stay down there a little longer. He was stuck
with us for another decade and a half, much to our
gratitude. Conrad was diagnosed with a return bout of
cancer a little over a week before his death.

Conrad, a civil engineer for the provincial govern-
ment, was born Dec. 17, 1930, in Winnipeg, the younger
son of Jewish Eastern European immigrants, Louis and
Pearl Crust, who operated their family business, Crust
Furriers & Tailors, on Corydon Avenue. Conrad, prede-
ceased by his brother Dr. Joseph Crust, attended Kelvin
High School and studied engineering at the University
of Oklahoma. Curiously, the grand old house on Acad-
emy Road where Baba Pearl lived during the latter part
of her life is now a second-hand and antiquarian book-
store. Connie lived in that house with his mother when
Helen entered his world.

Helen Jacobson was born in 1939 and grew up in
Burbank, California, a bedroom community just beyond
Hollywood. In 1960, she happened to come to Winnipeg
for her cousin Annette’s wedding, met Conrad at the
wedding, decided Winnipeg was a lot more fun than
Burbank, so she returned indefinitely, taking over
Annette’s bed in the Scharfstein household. Her hair
dyed blonde, and always carrying a look that could rival
any fashion model, Helen was the vivacious California
cousin that drove the little blue 1957 T-bird. Helen and
Connie were married in 1961 at Hollywood Temple
Beth El, a synagogue where luminaries from the Golden
Age of Hollywood could be routinely seen. After a few
years in the Los Angeles area, they moved back to
Winnipeg, planting roots on Queenston Street, coinci-
dentally, just across from the Scharfsteins.

Over the years, Conrad was a councillor on the mu-
nicipal government in Winnipeg Beach, coached hockey,
and could typically be seen on the sidelines watching
this son play hockey, that son at soccer, another son
going at it in rugby, or a daughter hustling in ringette. He
enjoyed a good game of curling, then, in retirement, was
a daily aerobics buff at the Reh-Fit fitness centre, while
always savouring moments at the family cottage “at the
beach.” Looking out at the sparkling water that high-
lights the lakefront cottage, he would say to Helen in a
playful, romantic tone, “It’s such a mechaya” – Yiddish
for a place that is truly wonderful, sheer pleasure.

With his red toolbox, Connie could be quite the
handyman, but it was said he didn’t know the difference
between a dishwasher and a stove. There is the story of
him discovering his toddler of a son with a wet, soiled
diaper while Helen was out. Not sure what to do, as the
story goes, he set his kid in the bathtub to sit it out until
mom got home. Nevertheless, the man had a charm that
could melt a woman’s heart. Yes, Conrad was outright
stubborn at times – he adamantly refused a hearing aid,
a walker – but he had a soft spot that warmed people to
him. He was pretty well useless in the kitchen, but was
known for making a pot of something of a mashed mush
called “eggs and potatoes,” which thoroughly disgusted
Helen, yet was the kids’ treat when she was out at some
function or gathering. A child of the Great Depression,

and ever so watchful of his expenses, during his last
days, when a nurse offered him a Tylenol for some pain,
Conrad murmured to her: “How much does it cost?”

 As yahrzeit memorial candles burned, it was clear
Helen’s presence was not far away. The time was
approaching.

Conrad is survived by son Lou and his partner Christine,
son Paul and his wife Jodi, daughter D.D. and her
husband Paul, son John, and grandchildren Sarah, Lainey,
Hailey, and Zachery, all of Winnipeg. The family ex-
tends a very special thank you to the wonderful hospital
staff that made Conrad’s stay as comfortable as possi-
ble.

A memorial service was held Tuesday, May 13, at
Chesed Shel Emes chapel and mortuary. If friends and
relatives wish, donations may be made in Conrad’s
memory to CancerCare Manitoba.

Connie was buried next to Helen at Mount Sinai
Memorial Park Cemetery in the Hollywood Hills of Los
Angeles. The funeral took place on Monday, May 19.

GERTIE TENNENHOUSE
On April 30, 2014,

Gertie Tennenhouse
passed away at the Simkin
Center, at the age of 92.
Gertie was predeceased by
her husband, Sam, her sis-
ter Goldie, and her brother
Hymie. She will be lov-
ingly remembered by her
children, Karen, Ron
(Elaine), Ken (Reesa),
Marsha (Doug), her eight
grandchildren, and her
many other relatives and

friends for whom she cared so much.
Gertie was born in Hoffer, Saskatchewan in 1921, and

her family moved to Winnipeg. She grew up during the
tough times of the Depression. Gertie stepped up to the
plate at an early age, selling clothing at Fashion Centre
to supplement the scarce family resources. She attended
St. John’s High School. Although Gertie grew up in
modest circumstances, she had a content disposition and
always saw the glass as half-full.

In 1943, Gertie married her lifelong partner, Sam
Tennenhouse, and accompanied him to Watson Lake,
Yukon, where he was stationed in the air force. The
young couple returned to Winnipeg where they raised
their four children. When the children were older, Gertie
went on to a career with the lotteries corporations. She
particularly enjoyed her role giving away prize money.

Gertie’s main focus in life was her family. She was a
very devoted wife, mother, and grandmother, who sup-
ported her family in all of their endeavors and took great
pride in their accomplishments. Gertie had a warm and
welcoming personality and enjoyed opening her home to
family, friends, and, of course, the bridge group. She
tended to the needs of her mother and later her brother.
Gertie always made the time to visit family and friends
who were ill or in need of support, usually bringing her
wonderful baking.

Services were conducted by Rabbi Lander at the Etz
Chaim Synagogue. Pallbearers were Ed Calnitsky, Josh
Kimelman, Martin Reinhorn, Ian Reinhorn, Jesse Searle
and Ron Worb. Special thanks to Dolor Natividad who
provided such wonderful company and care in Gertie’s
later years. In lieu of flowers donations may be made to
Gertie’s favorite charity, Doctors Without Borders.

LILLIAN SILVERMAN
(nee MITTLEMAN)

1923 – 2014
It is with great sorrow

that we announce the
passing of Lillian
Silverman on Saturday,
May 17, 2014 at the Vic-
toria General Hospital.
Left to cherish her
memory are her children,
Karen (Bill) Narvey,
Susan (Howard) Mintz
and Merrill Shwaid. A

special thank you to Paul Hartman for his ongoing
support. Grandchildren, Michael (Sylvia), Sara (Jeff),
Jonathon (Sherry), Alexandra (Matt), Rhona (Jonathan)
and Aviva. Great-grandchildren, Drew, Max, Adam,
Lauren and Olivia.

The great joy of Mom’s life was her family. She was
proud of her entire family and cared deeply about their
happiness and well-being. Her gracious positive out-
look nurtured the beautiful life she created with her
beloved husband, Manny. Her home reflected the
warmth and beautiful person that she was.

Lillian has left a wonderful legacy for her family that
mourns her passing.

Our sincere gratitude to all our Mother’s caregivers
who were so devoted over the last number of years.

The funeral was held on May 19th at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery and was officiated by Rabbi Allan
Green and Cantor Anibal Maas.

BELLA ANTEL
On Monday, May 5,

2014 our beloved wife,
mother, grandmother and
great grandmother, Bella
Antel passed away.

Remaining to forever
cherish Bella’s memory
is her husband Oscar,
sons; Jack (Avis) and Joel
(Bonnie), grandchildren;
Samson (Daisy), Dori

(Rocko), Eli (Leslie), Dana, Elly, Zack (Shayla), Darryl
and Becky, great grandchildren; Ryan, Adam and
Aylie, her brother Sam Roitman, sister - in - law,
Shirley Gutkin along with many nieces, nephews cous-
ins and friends. Bella was predeceased by her beloved
daughter Shelley as well as her siblings Chuck (Fay)
and Simmie (Abe).

Born in 1923 in Russia, Bella came to Canada at the
age of 3. She attended school at I.L. Peretz School and
St. John’s High School. Bella married Oscar in 1943
and after his return from service overseas, she lovingly
joined her husband to raise a family while he com-
pleted his university degree and built a career as a
chartered accountant. Bella herself was an accom-
plished pianist as well as kindergarten teacher.

Bella had many friends and was very active in the
community. She particularly enjoyed being involved
in the lives of her children and grandchildren. They too
loved and enjoyed being with her at many family
occasions, holidays, dinners, school affairs, gradua-
tions, visits and much more.

Unfortunately, Alzheimer’s disease robbed Bella of
being able to fully enjoy the last almost 10 years of her
life. Even during these times, she felt the warmth and
love of her family.

The family would like to send a special thank you to
all the health care workers who were there for her with
love and care.
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delandes ad #1

In Memoriam

25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENICHA (MINNIE) BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 31, 1989
26 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of our beloved Mom & Baba.

Mom, it has been 25 years since your passing but your warmth,
wisdom, guidance and love for your family lives on. You had a heart
of gold and you were an inspiration to us all. Words cannot
describe how much we miss you.

Memories stay as near and dear as yesterday.
You will always be loved and cherished.

Forever in our hearts your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

MAY 28

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ZEN DAITER
who passed away

May 27, 2012
6 days in Sivan

— Remembered always with a
deep and ever-present love by
Your children and grand-
children.

Unveiling

The family of the late

KAREN AVERY
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 1, 2014
at 3:30 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Gate 3

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY

GURVEY
who passed away

June 12, 2005
5 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Evelyn,
children and grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNICE

MARCOE
who passed away

May 26, 2010
13 Days in Sivan

— Deeply loved and sadly
missed by her daughter Valli
and grandson Jack, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

ALEXANDER

HARRY

NEWHOUSE
who passed away

June 5, 1984
5 Days in Sivan

ANNIE

NEWHOUSE
who passed away
February 8, 1987
9 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

MARKSON
who passed away

May 30, 1986
22 Days in Iyar, 5746

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LILY MINUK
who passed away

June 1, 1979
6 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MIKE SILVER
who passed away

June 10, 2005
3 Days in Sivan

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

42nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MYER (MOE)

SUCHAROV
who passed away

May 14, 1972
1st Day of Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my dear
wife, mother, grandmother
and friend to so many

KAREN WISE
who passed away

June 6, 2011
5 days in Sivan

— You will never be forgotten
and you will be in our hearts
forever.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

1st day of Shavuot

In loving memory of
A True Mensch

SIDNEY

ZIPURSKY
who passed away

June 8th, 2011
6 days in Sivan 5771

No words can express what
it meant to lose you

And how much you are
dearly loved and
forever missed

By your loving wife,
children, grandchildren,

family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PAUL FOX
who passed away

May 27, 1979
1 Day in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOTL GUNER
who passed away
May 21st, 1996
3 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren & great-
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY

KEMEL-KOZAK
who passed away

May 29, 2001
7 days in Sivan

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

33rd Yahrzheit       29th Yahrzheit

MALKE LEVIT
who passed away

June 13, 1981
11 Days in Sivan

VELODIE LEVIT
who passed away

July 1, 1985
13 Days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

—Your loving family.

In Memoriam

LILY LITMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1992
10 Days in Sivan

JOSEPH LITMAN
who passed away
August 25, 1992
27 Days in Av

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SANDY MILLER
who passed away

June 6, 1990
13 days in Sivan

So much we wish you could
have shared with us.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Frank, children Marshall &
Na’ama, Jeff & Shaun,
Hayley, Hartley & Marni,
grandchildren Samantha,
Matthew, Maya and
Mackenzie, family and friends.

24th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN
PIERCE

who passed away
June 7, 1965

7 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LOUISE MAY

SEGAL
who passed away

June 7, 2006
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by your children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

14th Yahrzeit

DANIEL
BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

Dear Danny,
Time doesn’t erase memories
who stay strong and loving.
- With love Annette, Nadine,
Pat,  Marc, Liam and Danielle.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

JUNE 4

In loving memory of

BEN BUDD
who passed away

May 27, 1988
11 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM KANTOR
who passed away

May 26, 2010
13 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

KATIE
KIRSHNER

who passed away
June 7, 1995

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her nieces,
nephews and friends.

In Memoriam

23rd Yahrzeit
In loving memory of our
beloved father and Zaida

ISADORE (IZZY)

MINUK
who passed away

May 21, 1991
8 Days in Sivan (5751)

In mind a constant thought
In heart, a silent sorrow
— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by your loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ETHEL STAR
who passed away

June 10, 1992
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by her children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

FAYE
GORENSTEIN

who passed away
May 31, 2001

9 Days in Sivan
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by your  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLAIRE RISSIN
who passed away

May 16, 1994
6 Days in Sivan, 5754

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SADIE
WOLFSON
who passed away

May 15, 2010
3 days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Mike, children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

VERA
OMNITSKY

who passed away
May 14, 2010
1 Day in Sivan

— Ever loved and remembered
by her family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SHIRLEY

CRAMER

ZABENSKIE
who passed away

May 18, 2012
26 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
terribly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

Deadline

for the

June 11

issue of

The Jewish

Post &

News is

noon

Thursday,

June 5



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, May 30 Candle Lighting:9:09 Mincha:9:10 Schacharis:9:30 Shabbat ends:10:19
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Monday morning service: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of June 1-3: 9:10
June 3-4 Shavuot First day Candle Lighting:9:13 Mincha:9:10 Schacharis:9:30 Mincha:9:15 
Second day Yizkor Candle Lighting:10:19 Schacharis:9:30 Mincha:9:15 Yom Tov ends:9:58 
Friday, June 6 Candle Lighting:9:15 Mincha:9:15 Schacharis:9:30 Shabbat ends:10:26
morning services Monday and Thursday: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of June 8-12: 9:20
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, May 30 - morning service 7:15 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 9:09

p.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Saturday, May 31 - Naso - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat

ends 10:19 p.m. 
Sunday, June 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. 
Monday, June 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Winnipeg Harvest.

Tuesday, June 3 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tikkun L’eyl Shavout
at Shaarey Zedek 6:30 p.m. Candle lighting 9:13 p.m. Wednesday, June 4 - morning service
9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting after 10:19 p.m. Shavuot Day 1.
Thursday, June 5 - morning service Yizkor 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Shavuot Day
2. Shavuot ends 10:24 p.m.

Friday, June 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m. Chai Folk Ensemble
Shabbat Dinner. Candle lighting 9:15 p.m.

Saturday, June 7 - Behaalotecha - morning service 9:00 a.m. PJ Library 10:30 a.m.
Afternoon service 1:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 10:26 p.m.

Sunday, June 8 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m.
Monday, June 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Congregation Etz

Chayiim Golf Tournament & Banquet. Tuesday, June 10-Thursday, June 12 - morning service
7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, May 30 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

PM; Candle Lighting 9:08 PM
Shabbat, May 31 – Parashat Naso - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM;

Havdallah 10:09 PM
Tuesday, June 3 – Erev Shavuot - Morning Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM;

Ma’ariv Shavuot Service 8:35 PM (followed by Tikun Leil Shavuot); Candle Lighting 9:12 PM
Wednesday, June 4 – Shavuot Day 1 - Morning Shavuot Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan

6:00 PM
Thursday, June 5 – Shavuot Day 2 / Yizkor - Morning Shavuot Service 7:30 AM; Yizkor will

be recited about 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 10:14 PM
Friday, June 6 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

PM; Kabbalat Shabbat with Keyboard Accompaniment 7:00 PM; Candle Lighting 9:14 PM
Shabbat, June 7 – Parashat Beha’alotecha - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30

AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 10:15 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

AM; Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.
HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 

A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our
vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).

Parshat - Naso - May 30 - 31 Kabbalat Shabbat 7:15 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah, 8:00
pm, Shabbat Ends 10:20 pm.

Parshat – Beha’alotcha - June 06 - 07 Kabbalat Shabbat 7:30 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am,
Minchah, 8:00 pm, Shabbat Ends 10:28 pm

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting for Friday, May 30 at 9:09 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 9:10 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - NASO. Mincha Service at 9:10

p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:19 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:15 p.m.
Tuesday, June 3, Erev Shavuot: Candle Lighting at 9:13 p.m. Mincha/Maariv services at 9:15

p.m.
Wednesday, June 4, Ist day of Shavuot: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha/Maariv services at

9:15 p.m. Candle Lighting Time after 10:19 p.m.
Thursday, June 5, 2nd day of Shavuot: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. YIZKOR prior to Musaf.

Mincha/Maariv services at 9:15 p.m. Yom Tov ends at 10:24 p.m.
Candle Lighting for Friday, June 6 at 9:15 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 9:15 p.m.

Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - BEHAALOTECHA. Mincha
Service at 9:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:26 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:20 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on 
Fri May 30 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter with Cantor Len Udow
Sat May 31 12pm Yoga Shalom
Tues June 3 6pm Community Wide Shavuot Learning Festival (details TBA) at Shaarey

Zedek with participation of Rabbi Karen Soria
Fri June 6 7:30pm Shabbat Shavuot Service & Rededication of the Penn Torah led by Rabbi

Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow
Sat June 7 10:30am Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen - 12pm Yoga Shalom - 4pm The Joseph

Chronicles
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Synagogue service times

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E PA I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

WINNIPEG BEACH
153 Maple

June 25-July 24
August 11 - end of season
3 bedrooms, fully equipped

Call 204-831-5361
for more information

COTTAGE FOR RENT

July 6th-July 20th
Lakeside modern

well equipped
3 bedroom cottage,
Loni Beach Gimli
Call 204-942-1766

CAREGIVER
Need A Well Deserved Break As

A Caregiver?
Seniors Gentle Caring Companions
provides an added pair of hands for

your loved one in the home or
transportation to appointments, social

activities and more.
Flexible hours.

Affordable Costs.
Call: 204-291-0017

Email:
seniorsgcc.mrb@mymts.net

Qualified electrician
$50/hour

Call Ed Bouchard
204-291-8051 204-612-1995

E L E C T R I C A L

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES Herodian frescoes restored, returned to Masada
TEL AVIV (JTA) -- Frescoes from a room in a Herodian palace atop

the ancient Jewish fortress of Masada were restored and returned to
their original location.

Discovered by former Israeli general and archaeologist Yigal Yadin
in the 1960s, the frescoes were on display at Masada until 20 years
ago, when they were stored to prevent further damage to them,
according to Haaretz.

After a month of art restoration work on the frescoes by the Italian
conservator Maurizio Tagliapietra, the frescoes will be returned to
their original room in the palace, which Tagliapietra also restored.
Tagliapietra worked on the project with a team from Israel's Nature
and Parks Authority.

The frescoes show geometric figures, and proved that comman-
ders in Herod's army lived in the room, according to Tagliapietra.

It was Tagliapietra's second stint of work at Masada. In 2003, he
restored another room there.



By BERNIE BELLAN
About 10 or 11 years ago, I think it was, the Jewish Child and Family

Service put on a talent show in the Art Gallery auditorium that fea-
tured some of the best young talent our Jewish community had to offer
at that time.

I recall seeing peformers such as Alexandra Frohlinger and Lara
Secord-Hail, among many others - both of whom have gone on to suc-
cessful performing careers in the United States. As well there were a
number of young Russian-Israeli performers who were also particular-
ly impressive.

I’ve been waiting ever since for the JCFS to repeat that show and,
while I’ve pressed certain individuals within that organization to
attempt another go-round, I’ve been told that’s not something they’re
going to do again.

Then, in the fall of this year I went to see Adam Schwartz perform his
one-man comedy act before a very large audience - a show that I had-
n’t caught the first time around when he premiered it during
Winnipeg’s Fringe Festival last summer - to rave reviews.

I struck up a friendship with Adam - who now writes about his own
situation dealing with Aspergerer’s Syndrome - within these pages
from time to time (as well as writing on other subjects). I told Adam
that I would really like to see him perform as part of a larger group of
mostly younger and equally talented Winnipeggers.

At the same time, my own daughter, Shira Bellan, has had quite a bit
of experience putting on musical events at different venues, also one
very successful talent show last year whch she labled: “Talent or no
talent?” That show featured a variety of performers, including comedi-
ans, singers, instrumental musicians, and dancers.

So, when the JCFS told me unequivocally not too long ago that they
wouldn’t be resprising that talent show of some years back, I thought
to myself: Why don’t I enlist my daughter’s help and do it together
with her?

The result is “Winnipeg’s Got Talent”, to be held August 23rd at the
West End Cultural Centre. While the show will not be limited to
Jewish performers, I’ve told Shira that I want to make a deliberate
effort to showcase some of the prodigious immigrant talent that exists
within our community, especially among the Russian Israelis who
have come here in recent years.

To that end I’ve met with Regina Teplitsky, who herself is a recent

arrival here (five years ago), having moved here from Israel.
Regina herself is quite talented - as a singer, and is thoroughly

acquainted with the kind of talent that exists within the Russian Israeli
community here because, as she explained to me, they hold regular
talent shows themselves. (I wish that they would publicize those
shows among the wider community; not only would it allow people
like me who only get to see some of the Russian-Israeli talent on the
odd occasion more often, it would help to bring new arrivals to our
community into closer contact with other members of our communi-
ty.)

To that end I asked Regina to spread the word among her contacts -
and we’re hoping to have a sizeable number of Russian Israelis per-
from on August 23rd.

But - we’re not limiting the types of performers to members of any
particular group or category of performers. And, while both Shira and
I are aiming to showcase younger performers, we’re not going to dis-
criminate against anyone based on age. Shira will be screeing the
applicants, however, as we want to offer a good variety of performers
and want to make sure that we offer the best talent that we can.

As we get closer to the actual date we’ll have more information
about the event, including the names of performers.

In the meantime, if you’re at all interested in being a part of what we
hope will be a very entertaining show (and I have no doubt that it will
be), or you know someone who you think might be a good candidate
to perform in it, contact Shira Bellan, either via e-mail at shirabel-
lan@hotmail.com or via phone at 204-955-9968.

One final note: I was going to try to train my dog to jump through
some flaming hoops for the show, but she tells me that, as a Jewish
dog, she wouldn’t even begin to hear of that.
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Community news

Jewish Post & News to present talent show in August

Fern Shawna Rykiss Literary Award

FERN SHAWNA
RYKISS

STEPHANIE KALO
First Place: Senior

Grades 9 – 12: Senior Category
First: Stephanie Kalo (Gr. 9) – “The Little Red Notebook”
Tie for Second: Anna Binder (Gr. 12) – 

“Illness is Not a Hurricane But a Gradual Flood”
Shoshana Cook-Libin (Gr. 9) – 

“The Purpose of Time”   
Tie for Third: Shachar Dahan (Gr. 9) – “Kingpin of the Felt”

Anna Binder (Gr. 12) – “Little Lost Angels”
Kas Kuropatwa (Gr. 12) – “The Place Behind My Eyes”

Hon. Mention: Kas Kuropatwa (Gr. 12) – “If Only”

Grades 7 and 8: Junior Category
First: Gilon Lazar (Gr. 8) - “Hero”
Second: Gilon Lazar (Gr. 8) –“Puzzles”
Third: Hannah Levit (Gr. 8) – “Train Ride Through Time”
Fourth: Emily Kalo (Gr. 8) – “Our Infinity”
Hon. Mention: Talia Hrabinsky (Gr. 8)

Chason Nudler (Gr. 8)
Noa Goldberg (Gr. 8)

GILON LAZAR
First Place: Junior

In July, 1989, Joseph Wolinsky graduate Fern Shawna Rykiss was
a passenger on a bus headed from Jerusalem to Tel Aviv when a
terorist grabbed the wheel of the bus and forced it over a cliff,
killing 12 passengers, including Fern.

At the time Fern had just concluded participating in a trip taken
along with other members of her Grade 12 Joseph Wolinsky grad-
uating class. Fern had decided to stay on in Israel following the
trip.

In memory of Fern the Gray Academy now holds an annual lit-
erary competition for students from Grades 7-12, divided into two
categories. 

Following are this year’s winners:



Bruce Sarbit’s new play, Needles and Pins, set in Winnipeg’s garment district
By MARTIN ZEILIG

SAM: “What do you know from
fair?” (Sam stands, leans aggres-
sively on his desk toward Freda.)
“You think taking what I’ve
worked years to make, is fair?
Have any idea how hard I’ve
worked to get to this? Do you
know how hard it is to make a
profit in this business?” 

FREDA: “So, you built a busi-
ness, an impressive business. No
one is doubting your achieve-
ments. You have every right to be
proud of what you have accom-
plished.

“But, let me ask you this: Do
you think I was sitting on my tuches, twiddling my thumbs, the whole
time you were building your precious empire? No, sir. I was working
for peanuts, struggling to survive, to house and feed my children.”

(From “Needles and Pins”, a musical theatre piece, by Bruce Sarbit) 
Near the end of an interview with this reporter, playwright Bruce

Sarbit reads a portion of the dialogue between two characters, factory
owner Sam, and shop steward Freda, from his new play, “Needles and
Pins” –  with music by noted Winnipeg composer Sid Robinovitch and
lyrics by his wife, music reviewer and composer Holly Harris. 

Sarbit’s sonorous voice enhances the very real conflict between fac-
tory owner Sam and shop steward Freda. 

A staged reading with professional actors of “Needles and Pins”,
which is listed as “a work in progress”, will take place on June 16 at
7:00 pm in the Asper JCC’s Berney Theatre. The event is being held in
association with the exhibit, “A Stitch in Time: Winnipeg Jews and the
Garment Industry”, a display organized by the Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada. 

“The idea emanated from Bruce Sarbit, who brought it up at a meet-
ing of the Programs and Exhibits of the Jewish Heritage Centre,” said
Stan Carbone, curator at the JHC, in an email message to this reporter.

“At the time we were identifying programs that could run in con-
junction with our exhibit on the garment industry. Bruce brings to this
initiative a wealth of expertise, a lot of passion and a solid work ethic.
As a bonus he also got Sid Robinovitch and Holly Harris involved. I
don’t know Holly, but Sid, as you aware, is a great talent and a delight
to work with.” 

“A STITCH IN TIME!”, now housed in the Asper Jewish Community
Centre, explores the history and contemporary relevance of the gar-
ment industry and its relation to Winnipeg’s Jewish, and the broader,
community. Integrating photographs, documents, oral histories and
artifacts, the exhibit depicts a tapestry of personalities, social forces
and technological changes. It describes a
multi-dimensional and dynamic Jewish com-
munity, defined by class, gender and ethnic-
ity, as well as its relation to Canadian society,
says printed material. “Because, last year, the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada,
was pleased with how I had coordinated an
event, “AN EVENING WITH ADELE” (a cele-
bration of Winnipeg’s Governor-General
award-winning novelist, Adele Wiseman),
they accepted, and have supported, my pro-
posal to write a play associated with the gar-
ment industry exhibit,” explained Sarbit, a
retired psychologist, who lives with his wife,
Celia, in a stylishly decorated, older two
storey home in the Fort Rouge area.

“I’ve been working on this play for about a
year. A lot of the information came from the
JHC, as well as from stories I heard at the
panel discussion on the garment industry at
the Asper Campus.”

The play idea had a successful trial run at
the gala opening of “A STITCH IN TIME” on
December 2, 2013 at the Berney Theatre.
Five two-minute monologues representing
different garment industry workers were read
between a musical component (songs by the
North End Jewish Folk Choir) and speeches. 

“The audience greeted the sketches very
warmly and connected emotionally with
their presentation of garment workers in the
1930s,” wrote Daniel Stone, Chair, Programs
and Exhibits Committee Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada, and Professor

Emeritus of History, University of Winnipeg, in a letter he sent to Sarbit
on February 28, 2014.

“Many audience members had worked in the industry in their youth
or had parents who were garment workers. From meeting with you in
committee, I know how thoroughly you prepared yourself and the
impressive depth of your knowledge of the garment trade.” 

“Needles and Pins” is situated in a cloak factory, in the “schmatta
district” of Winnipeg, noted Sarbit, who pointed out that everybody in
the Jewish community had some sort of connection with the garment
industry. 

“What we will see will be about work– its symbolic and ‘real’ impor-
tance, work time and space, work world inequalities and injustices,”
he said, noting that his play draws some influence from “Needles and
Pins” – a “lighthearted look at young workers in a changing society in
the middle of America’s most politically engaged city” – which, says
Wikipedia, ran on Broadway from 1937 to 1940, was revived in 1978,
and produced again in London in 2010 to positive reviews. 

“The setting will also portray dreams, those dreams of the immigrant
crushed by their environs and those of the business owner fulfilled.
The setting will be about work community relationships, union and
friendship, connection and dissolution. At Shtokh Cloak, rich and
poor, owner and line workers, communists and capitalists, cooperate
and fight. And, they all work.”

Solidarity Forever!
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Monarch Overall  in the 1920s 
From the Jewish Heritage Centre collection.
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Scenes from the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University gala honouring Asper Foundation
Executive Director Moe Levy, held at the Canadian Museum for Human Rights May 13

(l-r): RAMI KLEINMANN, National Executive Director, CFHU; MAR-
GARET SHUCKETT, President, Winnipeg Chapter, CFHU; MURRAY
PALAY, National Chair, CFHU; MOE LEVY, Scopus Award recipient;
GAIL ASPER, Member, Board of Governors, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem; MENACHEM BEN-SASSON, President, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem Samantha Katz photo

(l-r): MICHAEL PATERSON, GAIL ASPER, LEONARD ASPER, 
RUTH ASPER, DAVID ASPER Samantha Katz photo

JOSEPH WILDER (left), JNF Negev Gala
honouree with JON GERRARD, River
Heights MLA Samantha Katz photo

SHARON ZALIK (left), Executive Director,
Winnipeg Chapter CFHU with MARGARET
SHUCKETT Samantha Katz photo

BARBARA and ABE ANHANG with MEN-
ACHEM BEN-SASSON Bernie Bellan photo

Manitoba Minister of
Mineral Resources DAVE
CHOMIAK Bernie Bellan photo

The Levy family at the Manitoba Legislature May 14, where Tuxedo
MLA HEATHER STEFANSON issued a statement congratulating MOE
LEVY for his contribution to Manitoba and for receiving the Scopus
Award from the Hebrew University.(l-r): SARAH, BARBARA and
MOE LEVY, HEATHER STEFANSON, SAMUEL and ADAM LEVY 

Manitoba Liberal Party Leader
RANA BOKARI with RAMI
KLEINMANN     Bernie Bellan photo

Photos at left:
Dancers from
C o n t e m p o r a r y
Dancers dancing to
the Indian music
that Moe Levy had
requested be played
at the gala (Moe
was born in
Bombay - now
Mumbai); a view of
the main floor from
a balcony; the
Garden of
Contemplation
Samantha Katz  photos


