
By BERNIE BELLAN
(with files from 
HARVEY ROSEN and
ZACH OSTROVE)

On Thursday, June 12
the Rady JCC will be
holding the 41st Annual
Y Sports Dinner.

(Harvey Rosen profiles
this year’s special guest
speaker, New Orleans
Saints quarterback Drew
Brees, on page 22 .)

By now the Y Sports
Dinner has become the
premier event of its type
in Winnipeg - and a model for other fundraising dinners.

In the 40 years of its existence, the Y Sports Dinner has raised over
$3 million. Funds raised by the dinner go to support 27 different pro-
jects run under the aegis of the Rady JCC.

Longtime dinner co-chair Ken Kronson is responsible for having
“revitalized the dinner in the past five years, increasing net revenue
from $60K to $200K, growing attendance to 1400 and making this a
“must” event in Winnipeg. Kronson acheived this  by “embarking on
an ambitious strategy that took calculated risks, but resulted in a
renewed infrastructure and significantly increasing profitability bene-
fiting Rady JCC’s programs and services,” according to a release issued
by the Rady JCC last June.

Included among those projects are camperships for underprivileged
kids for day camps operated by the Rady JCC, special programs for
handicapped and special needs individuals, membership scholar-
ships, and programs for seniors.

Ken Kronson also notes that “we have a cottage in Gimli for special
needs kids” that wouldn’t be able to be kept open were it not for the
financial assistance provided as a result of the Sports Dinner.

(For more on Ken Kronson, see page 23.)

This year the five
nominees for Jewish
Athlete of the Year
are all male. It
should be noted that
the nominating
committee decided
to exclude last year’s
winner, hockey
player Brad Leipsic,
from consideration
for nomination for
the simple reason
that, all things being
equal, Leipsic

would be a shoe-in to win the award again (and for the foreseable
future, if he continues to make his mark in the hockey world at a level
only seen previously with Jacob Micflikier).

Here’s a look at this year’s nominees:
KYLE DOERING: The junior skip and his rink won the 2012

Optimist International U-18 championship in Surrey, BC this past
March. The team was 5-0 in round robin play and then won two play-
off games to capture the gold medal. The boys were also semi-finalists
at the 2013 Manitoba Junior Men’s Championship, going 6-1  for first
place in their grouping, but lost the two playoff games including a
semi-final loss to the eventual champion, Manitoba and Canadian
Champion Matt Dunstone. In 2012 Kyle and his rink won the
Manitoba Junior men’s Championship.  

DANIEL FAINMAN: Played this past season for the Winnipeg Blues
of the MJHL. The 21-year-old played centre and, despite playing with
two broken hands at various times during the season and in the play-
offs, he scored 20 goals and had 40 assists. It was his first season with
the Blues after playing for the Winkler Flyers the previous season. He
led the Blues in the season past with 151 minutes in penalties. Daniel
has received numerous scholarship offers from universities in both
Canada and the US. 

Dr. Frank Hechter revives his musical
theatre career
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SIMON
GARFINKEL

Hockey

DANIEL
FAINMAN

Hockey

KYLE
DOERING

Curling

JAYDEN
POLLOCK

Hockey

EZEQUIEL
LUBOCKI

Soccer

Continued on page 22. See “Athlete of the Year”.

New Shul congregation on hiatus due to financial challenges
By MYRON LOVE

The members of the New
Shul, the new congregation
that was started last summer by
supporters of Rabbi Larry
Pinsker, held what may be their
last Shabbat service on May
25. The congregation is taking
a break of at least two months
to allow the rabbi a holiday to
see his family in Toronto and
Baltimore and to make some
decisions about the future of our congrega-
tion.

“We need financial support to continue –
plain and simple,” says Joanne Seiff, the
congregation’s communi-
cations chair. “We are
grateful to Rabbi Pinsker,
who has volunteered a full
year of his time and skills
in an effort to offer the
Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity something very special indeed.
However, we know that people - not even
rabbis - can’t live on mitzvot alone! Rabbi
Pinsker made a commitment to us and to
the Winnipeg Jewish community to help
build this congregation. Few others I know
of would donate a year of his/her time for
free.

“If we are to continue, and to honour our
rabbi with a proper income, we must have
substantial financial supports in place by
the end of July.”

Rabbi Pinsker was invited to come to
Winnipeg nine years ago to serve as the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue’s second rabbi.

(Rabbi Alan Green is the
senior rabbi.) Originally
trained as a Reconstructionist
rabbi, he founded Toronto’s
first Reconstructionist con-
gregation and also served as
rabbi of a second Toronto
congregation before coming
to our community.

While the Shaarey Zedek
did sign him to a second con-
tract in 2009, the synagogue

executive last spring (2012) decided not to
renew his contract again.. The executive
refused to provide any reason for its deci-
sion, a stand that angered some members of

the congrega-
tion. As a
result, over
the summer,
some of those
s o o n - t o - b e
f o r m e r

Shaarey Zedek members formed the New
Shul with Rabbi Pinsker as their rabbi. 

The congregation began its existence with
High Holiday services at the Fort Garry
Hotel. “Our High Holiday services were
truly extraordinary and inspiring, with
approximately 150 people attending,” Seiff
says.

Since then, the congregation had been
holding regular Shabbat services at the
Centre Caboto on Wilkes with an average of
15-20. “Our membership numbers (22
units) have been outstanding for a start-up
congregation’s first year,” Seiff reports. “Our

Rabbi LARRY PINSKER

Continued on page 22. See “Pinsker”e

“Few others I know of would
donate a year of his/her time for
free.” - Joanne Seiff, New Shul com-
munications chair



Women of the
Wall (Nashot
Hakotel, in Hebrew)
is a group of Jewish
women from all over
the world working to
attain women’s right
to wear prayer
shawls, pray, and

read from the Torah collectively and aloud at
Jerusalem’s Kotel. 

Recently The Jewish Post & News asked
some Winnipeggers who have thought care-
fuly about the issue to share some of their
own reactions to the controversy that has
been raging at the Kotel. 

Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun synagogue’s Rabbi
Ari Ellis (35) wrote: “The Rabbinical Council
of America, in an April 2013 policy state-
ment, commended the efforts of Natan
Sharansky, chairman of the Jewish Agency in Israel, and the coordina-
tion of his work with Rabbi Shmuel Rabinovitch, rabbi of the Western
Wall, in developing ways to resolve the growing tensions over reli-
gious practices at the Western Wall in Jerusalem.

“For me personally, as an Orthodox Jew, Halachah (Jewish Law)
guides my life. Therefore, I can’t condone any behaviour or action that
violates Halachah. 

“But, Israel is both a Jewish and democratic state. 
“Utmost respect should be shown by all regarding the Kotel. But it

shouldn’t be a place for advancing political or personal agendas. In a
democratic country, no one should impose their personal or religious
beliefs on the public. Yet, as a Jewish state, basic respect for our tradi-
tion should be a part of public discourse in Israel. 

“As a Jewish and democratic state, these two values sometimes con-
tradict one another – so, sometimes democracy wins and sometimes
Jewish tradition wins. In this case, I don’t think it’s unreasonable for
traditional Jewish values to override the small minority who wish to
change the status quo.”

Associate Professor of Jewish Studies, Department of Religion, at the
University of Manitoba (U of M), Justin Jaron Lewis (51), answered:
“Women need to have the right to pray aloud, with the Torah, with tal-
lit and tefillin, for those who wish, at the Kotel. It’s a scandal this was
denied for so long. 

“Before the 1948 war, the Kotel wasn’t considered a synagogue. Old
photos show men and women praying there, side by side. A minyan
might also gather there, as at any public place. 

“Somehow, after the 1967 war, the Kotel became divided up like a
Haredi synagogue, with most of the length of the wall reserved for
men and a small, crowded women’s section. This was a mistake and
should be undone.

“Jewish tradition is very important to me, but, when push comes to
shove, it’s more important to let Judaism be transformed to fully

include women’s
voices and spiritual
power. 

“This isn’t an issue
that matters only to
women. It’s better
for all Jews, and all
people, if women’s
voices can be heard
in prayer in this
place where the
Shekhinah dwells.”

Carol Rose, wife of
Rabbi Neal Rose, is a
Jewish feminist who
has actively lobbied
(for nearly 40 years)
for the rights of
women to fully par-
ticipate in Jewish life
and ritual. 

“I’ve had the honour of davening with the Women of the Wall,”
wrote Rose. “I support their spiritual efforts to be as inclusive as pos-
sible in creating prayer services permitting women (of all levels of
observance and non-observance) to pray together,” noting many mod-
ern Orthodox women are leaders and/participants in WOW’s month-
ly (Rosh Chodesh) services. 

“Currently, Sharansky’s proposal has caught the imagination of
many. Like all political solutions, it’s a compromise, but one that
seems to have ushered in a process of change. 

“The controversy is about political power – about who has power
over the Wall (currently under ultra-Orthodox control) and over who
has power over what is considered appropriate behaviour, dress, or
even prayer modalities.

“I remember a conversation I once had with Blu Greenberg, an early
Orthodox Jewish feminist. I asked her how she continues to daven in
her home community. She answered ‘things many not change for me,
but I’ll keep working from within so Jewish Law and practice will
change for my daughters and granddaughters.’ I admired her reply.” 

Gail Garland (60+), who described herself as “a wife, mother, and
very ordinary person,” said, “Fear is part of the conflict. It’s common
to feel that the way things used to be is the way things should be. It’s
normal to protect the way things are. 

“Disconnect, disrespect, and assimilation are also part of the con-
flict. Women’s minyanim are permitted all over Israel. Is it really so
absolutely necessary for WOW to invade the Kotel plaza, knowing
that they’re sowing dissent?” To be a Jewish society of people who rec-
ognize and respect all forms of Jewish religious practice and custom,
the society must first learn what it is, what these practices and customs
are, and where they come from. 

“It’s not simply a case of praying at the Kotel. It’s a tangled web of
real implications that far exceed wearing tallis and tefillin.”

JUSTIN JARON
LEWIS: “It’s better
for all Jews, and all
people, if women’s
voices can be heard
in prayer in this
place where the
Shekhinah dwells.”

RABBI ARI ELLIS: “In
this case, I don’t think
it’s unreasonable for
traditional Jewish val-
ues to override the
small minority who
wish to change the
status quo.”
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What Winnipeggers think of issues surrounding Women of the Wall

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

CAROL ROSE: “I
support their spiri-
tual efforts to be as
inclusive as possible
in creating prayer
services permitting
women to pray
together.”

JNF Gala shaping up to be huge success
By BERNIE BELLAN

This year’s JNF Gala, to take
place Tuesday, June 10, at the
Centennial Concert Hall, is
promising to be one of the most
successful galas ever.

Not only has headliner Jason
Alexander proved to be every bit
as much of a draw as event plan-
ners had hoped, the project for
which this year’s gala is aiming to
raise funds stands out in many
respects.

Funds raised by the project will go towards a schoolyard develop-
ment project for Ilanot School, located in Jerusalem’s Gonen neigh-
borhood in Israel. Ilanot is a public special education school with 70
students, aged 6-21, with severe motor and cognitive disabilities. The
project will renovate the yards of the school to meet safety and acces-
sibility standards. Unlike many Israeli schools, both Arab and Jewish
students attend Ilanot.

“This project is a perfect fit for the JNF,“ says Rob Berkowits,
Executive Director. “The restoration project is not only environmen-
tally focused,  Ilanot school is also a perfect example of Jews and
Arabs coming together to attend the same special education school.”

Approximately 20% of the
school’s students are Arabic-
speaking Muslims. In classes with
students from this background the
Muslim holidays are marked and
their background is discussed.

Given the multicultural orienta-
tion of Ilanot School, it seemed a
perfect fit for this year’s JNF Gala
honourees members of
Winnipeg’s Arab-Jewish Dialogue,
an organization committed to

peaceful interactions between Arabs and Jews. 
The environmental and development work that JNF does benefits all

Israelis, regardless of religion or race.
Right now, the schoolyard is practically condemned and unusable

for the students. This restoration project will create a space that is
designed to meet the students’ physical, social and emotional needs,
especially those with lower cognitive skills. 

“Young people are the future of Israel and we’re so happy to be sup-
porting Ilanot, not only because the project impacts the environment
but because we will see the direct impact the JNF’s work will have on
these children,” says Karla Berbrayer, President of the Board of the
Jewish National Fund.

Students at Ilanot School
20% of the students are
Arabic-speaking Muslims

The condemned schoolyard at
Ilanot School - to be replaced

through funds raised at the Gala



By BERNIE BELLAN
On Friday, May 10 17 stu-

dents from the University of
Manitoba’s Asper School of
Business, along with six stu-
dents from Ben Gurion
University’s Guildford Glazer
School of Business and
Administration, along with
various other invitees, gath-
ered together for a Shabbat
dinner at the home of David
and Michelle Berkowits.

The occasion was a
farewell get-together before
the U of M students, along
with the students from Israel,
were to fly to Toronto for two
days before they were all to
fly on to Israel where the
Asper School students were
to be guests of the BGU stu-
dents.

The program in which they
were all participating is the
Arni Thorsteinson Exchange
Program – a program that began in 2006, and
which sees students from both business
schools spend time with their counterparts
from the other school.

Another well-known sponsor of the pro-
gram is former Winnipegger Gerry Schwartz,
current chairman of Onex Corporation.
Schwartz and his wife Heather Reisman were
set to host the students from both schools
upon their visit to Toronto.

The students were welcomed that Friday
evening by event co-chairs Grant Zipursky
and Dr. Rachel Eni, who is a professor in the
faculty of human ecology at the U of M. Also
extending greetings to the students was Asper
School Dean Michael Benarroch.

The Winnipeg Executive Director of
Canadian Associates of Ben Gurion
University, Samantha Loxton, explained that
the program has been most successful in not
only allowing business students from Canada
and Israel to meet and exchange ideas, it has
enabled students to forge contacts with busi-
ness people in their respective countries as
well.

Loxton explained that the Asper School stu-
dents were either in the second or third years
of their studies toward a Bachelor of
Commerce degree. For the most part the
Israeli students were a few years older than
their Canadian counterparts, as a result of
their having spent several years in the army
prior to entering university. (As a side note I
should mention that many of the Israeli stu-

dents had also spent time
selling the ubiquitous Dead
Sea products in North
American shopping malls. I
wonder whether that is now
a prerequisite for any Israeli
who wants to spend time
abroad after their army ser-
vice?)

In addition to the 17 cur-
rent students from the
Asper School who were
present on May 10, 11

alumni of the Thorsteinson program were also
in attendance. One of those alumni, Alix
Billinkoff, spoke of her experience in Israel. 

In 2008, Alix said, she was herself a student
at BGU – a school of some 20,000 students,
spread across five different campuses.
Altogether Alix spent two years in Israel
before returning to Winnipeg, where she is
currently working on her MBA at the Asper
School.

Ben Gurion University may not be as well
known as the Hebrew University or the
Technion, but Samantha Loxton noted that it
has been the number one school of choice
among Israeli undergraduates for the past
three years.

Samantha also explained that in both of the
previous two years the Manitoba students
were actually prevented from visiting Be’er
Sheva, home to BGU, because of rocket
attacks that had been launched from Gaza
around this time in 2011 and 2012.
Fortunately this year the situation has stabi-
lized to the point where the Asper School
students were able to visit Israel. By the time
you read this the students will have complet-
ed their Israeli visit.

Former BGU student ALIX BILLINKOFF
speaks of her experiences while BGU
Associates Board member (bottom left)
JASON GISSER and DAVID BERKOWITS
listen.

All 23 students from both the U of M and BGU pose prior to
saying farewell to Winnipeg before their departure together
the next day - for two days in Toronto, to be followed by two
weeks together in Israel.

Some of the 17 Asper School of Business students and six
BGU Business School students at the Berkowits home May 10
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Ben Gurion University business school students visit Winnipeg

Asper Business School students fly to Israel to visit BGU
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Ben Gurion University may not
be as well known as the

Hebrew University or the
Technion, but Samantha Loxton

noted that it has been the
number one school of choice
among Israeli undergraduates

for the past three years.



In our last issue I reported on the huge dis-
crepancy between the size of Winnipeg’s
Jewish population as reported in the 2011
National Household Survey and our own
Jewish Federation’s figures. There is at least a
4,000 person gap between the NHS figure for
the size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population
(12,000) and the figure used by the Jewish
Federation (which varies between 16,000-

16,500, depending upon which source you cite).
In discussing this discrepancy with a spokesperson for the Jewish

Federation, I suggested a number of possible explanations: One might
be that recent immigrants did not respond to the survey – either
because they did not understand it or because they are reluctant to
comply with any government requests for information; a second expla-
nation might be the preference of younger respondents to identify
themselves as “Canadian” in describing their ethnic origin – and noth-
ing else.

However, in thinking about the discrepancy between the NHS figure
and the Jewish Federation figure, another thought has come to me –
and that has to do with recent immigrants to Winnipeg who were born
in Eastern Europe.

Here is what I found:  The NHS, similar to previous censuses, allowed
Jews to identify themselves both by religion and by ethnic origin. As
one might expect, the figure for Winnipeggers who identified them-
selves as Jews by religion was lower than the figure for persons who
identified as Jews by ethnic origin (10,735 by religion, 12,000 by eth-
nic origin).

I asked a spokesperson for Statistics Canada (now known as
“StatCan”) how the tabulation for ethnic origin was arrived at. I was
referred to StatCan’s Ethnic Origin Reference Guide, where the exact
question that was used on the NHS is given: ‘What were the ethnic or
cultural origins of this person’s ancestors?’

The Guide also notes that “Below the question, a second note indi-
cated that ‘an ancestor is usually more distant than a grandparent.’ “

Further, respondents were able to list a total of six different ethnic
groups to which their ancestors belonged. Thus, even if someone had
one great-grandparent or even someone further back in their ancestry
who was Jewish, that person could still rightly list Jewish as an ethnic
group. Thus someone in the NHS who might be listed as being of
Jewish ethnicity might have only the remotest connection to Jewish
ancestry. For that reason it would seem difficult to consider the figure
of 12,000 Jews in Winnipeg as being far too low. So - I was left scratch-
ing my head even more as to how there could be 16,000 Jews in
Winnipeg.

I also asked the spokesperson from StatCan about the number of
immigrants who have
come to Winnipeg
from Argentina and
Israel - and who might
be expected to form a
large proportion of
newcomers to our
Jewish community.
The answer that I
received was also
quite surprising.
Between 2001-2011 a
total of  65,535 immi-
grants had  come to
Winnipeg according
to the NHS – a very
impressive figure. Yet,
of those 65,535, only
535 were born in
Argentina and 580
were born in Israel.

But – when one
takes into account the
number of immigrants
who were born in the
Russian Federation
(995) and Ukraine
(1,500), not to men-
tion other member
republics in the former
USSR, it is indeed pos-
sible that the number
of Jews who were
born in former Soviet
republics is much

higher.
Is it possible, I wonder,

whether many of the new
immigrants to Winnipeg
whom the Jewish
Federation identifies as
Jewish and who were born
in what was formerly the
USSR simply did not iden-
tify as Jews because of
their long-held fears of
being persecuted if their
Jewish identities were
known? 

If Winnipeg’s Jewish pop-
ulation has indeed grown,
in contradiction of what the
NHS would seem to indi-
cate, then that would  also
be somewhat of an anomaly in Canada. Again, according to the NHS,
Canada’s Jewish population, when defined by ethnic origin, has con-
tinued to decline rather steadily. In 2001, the Jewish population of
Canada was 348,605; in 2006 it was 315,120; and in 2011 it was
309,650. Every city in Canada except for Toronto and Vancouver saw a
decline in its Jewish population between 2001-2011.

I asked Rena Boroditsky, Executive Director of the Chesed Shel Emes,
whether she could give me any figures as to the death rate in
Winnipeg’s Jewish community. 

Rena told me that, “for the past two years”, the death rate has leveled
off at around 160 per year. Previous to that, for her first “ten years” in
the job, the death rate was closer to the 200 figure. 

Still – that’s over 2300 deaths in 12 years and, at a time when the
Jewish birth rate continues to remain much lower than the replacement
rate needed to ward off a continued decline in population. 

So – where does all this information leave us? It’s got to be one giant
headache for planners at the Jewish Federation offices. For some time
now we have been told that various initiatives, especially “Grow
Winnipeg” have led to a remarkable resurgence in the size of
Winnipeg’s Jewish population – after years of steady decline.

Similarly – we are told that demands for increased services in such
areas as education and daycare are also placing greater pressures on
the Gray Academy and the Rady JCC to expand school and daycare
facilities.

But – one might ask – where exactly is that pressure coming from?
Even if it’s possible that the size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population has
not shrunk, despite what the NHS would seem to be indicating; rather,
it has grown, at least according to the Jewish Federation, we definitely
need to get a better handle on what the true situation is.

For instance, we have also been told for quite some time now that
there is a huge demand for increased daycare spaces in the communi-
ty – and planners at the Rady JCC have been working diligently to come
up with a solution to that demand.

The question needs to be asked though, whether the pressure to add
to community facilities is coming from individuals who may not even
identify as Jewish – either by religion or by ethnic origin. For instance,
many of the individuals who have placed their names on the Rady JCC
daycare waiting list have their names on multiple lists, according to
information that has been told to me in the past.

The Gray Academy and the Rady JCC are arguably the two most
important institutions in our Jewish community. Perhaps it might be
time to take a step back and reassess the demographic information that
has led our federation to conclude that our community has grown sub-
stantially in size,  and that we need to add to expensive infrastructure
in order to meet that growth in population. There ought to be some
thoughtful discussion about just how large Winnipeg’s Jewish popula-
tion really is.
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Failed to mention Morris Simcoff
Allow me to bring to your attention an unfortunate, glaring omis-

sion in your sports article (May 15, 2013, page 23) on Sheppy
Hershfield’s induction into the Manitoba Softball Hall of Fame:

Under the title, “Other Jewish members of the Manitoba Softball
Hall of Fame” you failed to include Morris “Rosie” Simcoff who was
an initial inductee on May 25, 2002
S. Simcoff

LETTER

Short takes



By DANIEL KRIEGER
NEW YORK (JTA) – Over the past half century, intermarriage has

become increasingly common in the United States among all reli-
gions – but among Jews at the highest rate.

Why that is the case is one of the questions Naomi Schaefer Riley
probes in her new book, “'Til Faith Do Us Part: How Interfaith
Marriage is Transforming America" (Oxford University Press).

One of the main reasons, Riley finds, is that the older people get,
the more likely they are to intermarry -- and Jews tend to marry older
than Americans generally, according to the 2000-01 National Jewish
Population Survey. By the same token, Mormons, who encourage
early nuptials, are the least likely faith to outmarry.

The findings in Riley’s book, for which she commissioned a
national study, raise the question of whether Jewish institutions
interested in reducing interfaith marriages should be encouraging
Jews to marry at a younger age. They aren't doing that now, accord-
ing to Riley, and the American Jewish intermarriage rate is about 50
percent.

Another factor behind the comparatively high Jewish intermarriage
rate is, simply, that Americans like Jews. Riley cites the work of soci-
ologists Robert Putnam and David Campbell, who measured the
popularity of various religious groups with extensive surveys for
their 2010 book, "American Grace: How Religion Divides and
Unites Us."

"America, for the most part, loves its Jews," agreed Paul Golin, the
associate executive director of the Jewish Outreach Institute. "It
doesn't mean that anti-Semitism is over, but there's much more
philo-Semitism than anti-Semitism in America."

Riley says intermarriage is both a cause and effect of this phe-
nomenon. “The more you have exposure to people of other faiths,
the more likely you are to like them and then marry them yourself,"
she said.

Riley, who identifies as a Conservative Jew, is herself intermarried.

She says assimilation has been a good and bad thing for American
Jews. On the downside of interfaith marriage, Riley’s research
showed that intermarried couples reported lower rates of marital sat-
isfaction than inmarried couples. The children of interfaith couples
also tend to grow up to be less religious than inmarried couples.

Riley predicts what some might consider an ominous future for
American Jewry, but one that comports to some degree with what
several other scholars have hypothesized about American Jewry’s
future: A small core of religious Jews will run Jewish communal
institutions, and a large contingent of assimilated Jews on the
periphery will have little enthusiasm for or connection to their faith.

What Riley doesn’t devote much attention to is who are the gen-
tiles marrying America’s Jews. In most cases, interfaith marriages
may be the result of happenstance: Non-Jewish Americans happen
to meet and fall in love with a Jew.

But some Americans are specifically looking for Jewish mates.
Approximately five percent of the 750,000 members of JDate, the
popular Jewish dating website, are non-Jewish, according to JDate
spokeswoman Arielle Schechtman.

In more than a dozen interviews with JTA, non-Jewish JDaters
talked about the reasons they are seeking out Jews (on the condition
that their last names not be used), though practically all said they
were not exclusively seeking Jews.

"I have a positive bias toward Jewish men," said Elizabeth, 37, a
teacher in New York who was raised Christian. "They tend to be very
smart, successful, gentlemanly and less sexist. They are a safer
choice."

Neil, a doctoral candidate in physics in Texas who was brought up
Muslim in Iran, said he believes American Persians and Jews gravi-
tate toward each other because their "common roots" enable them
to communicate well and get along. He also noted that many stories
in the Koran come from the Bible.
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Comment

By ALLAN LEVINE
It is human nature to want to forgive the sins of an

old man with probably only a few years left to live.
But some crimes are so heinous that they cannot go
unpunished, no matter how many years have passed
or how elderly the alleged perpetrator.

War crimes and crimes against humanity fall into
this category. In law, there is no statute of limitations
on murder, torture, sexual violence or “persecution or
any other inhumane act or omission that is committed
against any civilian population or any identifiable
group … whether or not it constitutes a contraven-
tion of the law in force at the time and in the place
of its commission” – to quote Canada’s Crimes
Against Humanity and War Crimes Act.

Whether such crimes originate with atrocities com-
mitted during the Holocaust or in the former Soviet Union, Rwanda,
Ukraine, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Darfur or Syria makes no differ-
ence. Justice Robert Jackson’s opening remarks at the Nuremberg
Trials in 1946 still apply: “The wrongs which we seek to condemn and
punish have been so calculated, so malignant and so devastating, that
civilization cannot tolerate their being ignored because it cannot sur-
vive their being repeated.”

Hence, the recent arrest in Germany of 93-year old Hans Lipschis,
who is alleged to have been a guard at Auschwitz during the Second
World War, is morally warranted.

Lipschis, born in 1919 in Lithuania as Antanas Lipsys, has evaded
justice for much of his life. In 1946, American military officials in
Germany identified him as a guard who served in the notorious SS-
Totenkopf Sturmbann (SS-Death’s Head Battalion) that supervised
Auschwitz and other death camps. Rudolf Höss, the commandant of
Auschwitz, later said that Theodor Eicke, head of the concentration
camp guards, inculcated into the SS units “a hate, an antipathy,
against the prisoners which is inconceivable to those outside.”
Lipschis’s name was placed on a U.S. “List of Perpetrators,” but in the
confusion of the post-war years he avoided prosecution.

A decade later, after lying about his Nazi past, he immigrated to the
United States and resided in Chicago. It was not until 1982 that the
U.S. Justice Department determined who he was and, following a
trial, deported him back to Germany – which was then the worst con-
sequence permitted under existing law. Lipschis was the first Nazi
deported from the United States since the Second World War, accord-
ing to a Washington Post report. At the time, Allan Ryan of the Justice

Department stated that Lipschis, like all guards at
Auschwitz, was among those ‘’intimately caught up in
the process of killing as many people as possible as
quickly as possible.’’

Lipschis did not dispute the charges in 1982. On the
other hand, when he was recently tracked down by the
newspaper Welt am Sonntag, he claimed to have
worked at Auschwitz as a cook. He now insists that
while he knew of the atrocities, he “didn’t see them.” In
1980s, he and his lawyer pleaded that the then-63-year
old Lipschis was an “old, sick man” with limited finan-

cial resources. Despite the publicity his case
received, he returned to Germany and was ignored
(until this month) like thousands of other former
Nazis who slipped back into their pre-war lives. 

And there may be more arrests soon. Germany’s
Central Office of the Judicial Authorities for the Investigation of
National Socialist Crimes recently received a list with 50 names of for-
mer Auschwitz guards who reside in the country. Like Lipschis, they
are, of course, all old men.

Kurt Schrimm, who runs the Central Office, says his actions are gov-
erned solely by a desire for justice. “My personal opinion is that in
view of the monstrosity of these crimes one owes it to the survivors
and the victims not to simply say ‘a certain time has passed, it should
be swept under the carpet,’” he told an interviewer.

Moreover, since the trial in 2011 of John Demjanjuk, who was found
guilty of war crimes as an accessory to the murder of more than
28,000 Jews at the Sobibór death camp (he was released on appeal
and died in 2012 before a decision was reached), German law in this
area has been reformed. Whereas, until recently, specific guilt of a war
crime had to be proved, individuals such as former guards now can be
charged with abetting such acts even without being directly involved
in the act of murder.

Seven decades later, the lessons of the Holocaust remain historical-
ly significant, as does the brutal legacy of Nazism. Indeed, just as the
93-year-old Hans Lipschis was being arrested, the trial of 38-year old
neo-Nazi Beate Zschaepe began in Germany. Alleged to be a member
of the National Socialist Underground, she is charged with the mur-
ders of nine people, including eight Turkish immigrants, and for
involvement in bombings and bank robberies.

If the murderous crimes of the past are not prosecuted, what moral
authority do we have to prosecute those of the present?

The above article first appeared in the May 14 issue of the National
Post. Reprinted with permission of the National Post. 

Why we must continue to prosecute Nazi war criminals

Continued on page 7. See “Intermarriage”.

HANS LIPSCHIS
93-year-old former
Auschwitz guard 



When Frank Hechter
took to the stage in the
role of Big Julie in the
Manitoba Dental
Association’s produc-
tion of “Guys and
Dolls” (May 9-12 at the
Prairie Theatre
Exchange stage), it
marked his return to

the stage after almost 50 years absence.
Back then, he was a high school student par-

ticipating in such St. John’s High School pro-
ductions as “HMS Pinafore”, “The Pirates of
Penzance” and “The Bartered Bride”.

“I had forgotten how much work it was,”
Hechter observes. “But once I got into my role
as Big Julie (the dim-witted gangster/gambler

FRANK HECHTER with
University of Winnipeg in the
background.
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St. John’s High School operetta alumnus returns to stage 
for role in Manitoba dentists’ musical 

Social Notes

Alayna and Larry Saifer announce the engage-
ment of their son, DAVID, to ALEXANDRA
WOODFORD, daughter of Denise and Steve
Woodford of Lymington, England. The wedding
will take place October 12 in England at Highcliffe
Castle, Dorset.

ENGAGEMENT  ANNOUNCEMENT

WEDDING  ANNOUNCEMENT

Dr. Harold and June Black are pleased to an-
nounce the Wedding of their grandson NIR to
LEIGH SHANI, daughter of Gilat and Amir Shani,
of Melbourne, Australia. Wedding to take place at
Kibbutz Sulam Yakov in the Gallili.

Nir is the son of Diana (Black) and Shachar
Rachamim, of Kibbutz Malkiya.

Wedding to take place June  4th, 2013.

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
LILLY HANNAH WELTMAN

Our perfect baby finally arrived. Tamara and Nate
Weltman are happy to announce the birth of their
daughter. Grandparents Bev and Peter Mendelson,
Marilyn and Jeff Weltman; great-grandparents Sally
and Harry Weltman, Naomi Mendelson, and Janet
Chochinov.

Born May 13, 2013. Weight 8 lbs., 4 oz.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

from Chicago), I found it again to
be exciting and exhilarating. All of
the performers became quite
close. It was a marvelous experience.”

Hechter says that he also appreciated work-
ing with such experienced and consummate
theatre veterans as director Jeffrey Kohut,
choreographer Brenda Gorlick and musical
director Marilyn Redekop. (The show was
produced by Tracy Goltsman in co-operation
with Kayla Gordon’s Winnipeg Studio
Theatre.)

While Winnipeg’s legal community has
been mounting musical theatre productions
for several years raising money for the
Manitoba Theatre Centre and the Manitoba
Bar Association, this was only the second
such production for Manitoba’s dentists. (The
first was “the Little Shop of Horrors” two
years ago.)

“The attendance was great,” Hechter says of
the “Guys and Dolls’ production. “We sold
out the Friday and Saturday shows and were
80% full for the Thursday and Sunday perfor-
mances.”

The funds raised during the performance,
he notes, are being divided between Prairie
Theatre Exchange, CancerCare Manitoba and
the initiation of a new bursary for a second
year dental student who is active in the com-
munity. The bursary is being created in mem-
ory of dentist Dr. Harvey Spiegel who died of
cancer a couple of years ago

The past 50 years have been quite a ride for
Frank Hechter – a life filled with honours for
the many good works he has done over the
years – despite ongoing health problems.

Following high school graduation in 1966,
Hechter entered the Faculty of Dentistry
where he excelled, winning a dozen under-
graduate awards and the Gold Medal. After
graduation in 1971, he spent two years in
practice in Saskatoon, then returned to
Winnipeg and university and became an
orthodontist.

At the same time as he graduated for the
second time, he began teaching in the
Faculty of Dentistry part time, an avocation
he still pursues.

In 1988, after 12 years in practice as an
orthodontist, his life hit the first bump in the
road. Due to health issues, he had to quit his
practice.

Undaunted, Hechter returned to school.
Over the next seven years, he earned a
Masters Degree in Education and a Ph.D. in
Educational Psychology.

While working on his Ph.D., Hechter pre-
pared a white paper on the future of post sec-
ondary education in Canada. The paper

caught the attention of then Manitoba
Education Minister Rosemary Vodrey, who
invited Hechter to represent the Filmon
Government on the University of Winnipeg
Board of Regents. He subsequently served
nine years on the Board – under both Tory
and NDP Governments.

As an alumnus of United College (the pre-
cursor to the University of Winnipeg),
Hechter was quite pleased to serve on the
Board and, since he stepped down in 2003,
has maintained his involvement with the uni-
versity through a variety of fundraising pro-
jects. In 2008, the university recognized his
years of service by naming him a Fellow of
the University.

In addition to his volunteer work with the
U. of W. and the Dental Association, Hechter
has served on the Board of Regents of the
Sanatorium Board of Manitoba and has had a
long involvement with junior hockey. (Two of
his sons played for the Winnipeg Blues Junior
Hockey Team.) He has also coached soccer
and baseball.

He chaired the Shaarey Zedek’s most recent
annual fundraising brunch and silent auction.

Over the past three years, Frank Hechter
has been honoured with the University of
Manitoba Faculty of Dentistry Alumni of
Distinction Award (2011), the Association of
Fundraising Professionals’ Outstanding
Volunteer Fundraiser designation (2011), the
University of Manitoba’s Outstanding
Teaching Award (2012) and, most recently, in
early May, he was inducted into the
International College of Dentists Fellow roles.
(The ceremony took place in Toronto.)

“I have been blessed in life,” Hechter says.
“When one door has closed for me, others
have opened. “

And Hechter is not one to rest on his lau-
rels. He is eagerly looking forward to new
challenges that lie ahead.

*****
While Frank Hechter has a lifetime of

achievement to look back on, Elliott Lazar
has a life time to look ahead to – and he is
hoping that his life will be in musical theatre.

The first year student in the University of
Manitoba School of Music – he is studying
Voice – got his start in musical theatre per-
forming in Gray Academy productions. He
has also been part of Kayla Gordon’s
Winnipeg Studio Theatre (WST) for the past
couple of years in WST’s young company,
which is called Studio Works.

Continued on page 7. See “Myron Love”.

From left: ERIN SCHWARTZ, ELLIOT LAZAR,
ANGELICA SCHWARTZ. Lazar is very busy this spring
and summer, helping to produce various theatrical pro-
ductions. Along with the two Schwartzes (who aren’t
related), he’s also started his own musical theatre com-
pany : Creative Mind Productions.



This spring, Lazar is really stretching his
wings. His first challenge was serving as
assistant director to long-time Manitoba
Theatre Centre artistic director Steven

Shipper in directing Camp Massad’s 60th Anniversary gala this past
Sunday at the Warehouse Theatre. The evening was hosted by David
Gale with music provided by Shayla Fink and Kinzey Posen.

“I joined the Massad gala production team in February,” Lazar says.
“Working on a variety show like this was a brand new experience for
me. There was a lot to organize. It was unbelievable how well it all
came together.”

Lazar’s next challenge as an assistant director is this coming weekend
with the staging of WST Young Company’s production of “13’ (May 30-
June 2) at the University of Winnipeg. The story, Lazar recounts, is a
musical about a Jewish boy – a New Yorker relocated to a small
Midwestern town with his mother after his parents’ divorce – who wants
to have his bar mitzvah and invite everyone in the community, many of
whom don’t know what a bar mitzvah is.

In addition to his involvement with WST, Lazar and two friends Erin
and Angelica Schwartz (who are not related to each other, he notes)
have started their own musical theatre company – Creative Minds
Productions – for university age performers. The threesome are working
on a production for June, 2014, called “35MM”. Lazar describes the
production are half photo exhibit, half musical with songs connected to
the photos.

“We are still trying to raise money for the production,” he says.
He says that Angelica Schwartz is a great stage manager.
Lazar’s own preference is for performing on stage rather than direct-

ing. 
After graduation, he says, he wants to pursue a Masters Degree in

vocal performance or theatre, most likely in Toronto.
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Upgrades at Temple Shalom

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

This year we have been highlighting stories from our past 50 years as
a congregation in Winnipeg. In 1989, Temple Shalom‘s home at 1077
Grant Avenue was transformed from a Baptist church to a Synagogue.
There is still a baptismal font buried under the bima! Shortly after,
Shalom Gardens was built as a Senior’s Co-Op and annexed to the
Temple. 

As with all older buildings, Temple Shalom has undergone a number
of changes and undertaken repairs to keep our building in good work-
ing order. This year we will be undertaking a major project. This
includes resurfacing and insulating the large roof, so that it is leak free
and up to code. The insulation will be upgraded from R4 to R20. We
will also be demolishing the old heating/cooling system which sits on
the parking ramp, installing a new unit and venting to heat and cool the
sanctuary. These upgrades will make the building more energy efficient
and effective.

We will also continue to beautify the building by planting shrubs and
bedding plants in front of the building. 

As you can imagine, these are costly but necessary upgrades which
will allow us to remain an important member of the community for
many years to come. Please join us for services and High Holy Days in
the fall and enjoy the changes. Check out our website at www.temple-
shalomwinnipeg.ca for more information.
Friday May 31, 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elaine and Elliott

Saunders
Saturday June 1, 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday June 1, 7:30pm Movie Night “Dirty Dancing” Showtime 7:30pm.

Bring your friends! Admission is free. There
will be treats, wine and soft drinks. 
Discussion to follow, led by Anita Moeller.

Wed. June 5, 1:30pm Health & Wellness Program “Phil’s Phavorites”
Friday June 7, 7:30pm Shabbat Service with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday June 8, 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday June 8, 7:30pm Adult Ed and Havdallah. Program TBA
Friday June 14, 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Allan Finkel with

Cantor Len 
Saturday June 15, 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sunday June 16, 9:45am School Year End Celebration
Friday June 21, 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter

with Cantor Len
Saturday June 22, 12pm Yoga Shalom
Friday June 28, 8pm Friday Night Live - Shabbat Service with 

Cantor Len and the FNL Band
Months of July and August-Friday Evening Shabbat Services will
start at 6:15pm.

"If I meet a woman who wants to
raise Jewish children," said Neil, 47,
"this is something that I could wrap
my mind around." He also said he

would consider converting.
Will, 49, a school guidance counselor in Pennsylvania who is a

practicing Catholic, joined JDate several months ago at the urging of
a Presbyterian friend who had found love on the website. Will said
the Jewish women he has met and dated struck him as "more ground-
ed" and "a lot more passionate" than his usual dating partners.

Mary, a 48-year-
old African-
American psy-
chologist who was
raised Southern
Baptist, said she
decided she want-
ed to meet a
Jewish man after
discovering that a
distant ancestor
had been an
Ethiopian Jew and
hearing positive
things about
Jewish men. At
first she had few
options -- Jews are
in short supply
where Mary lives
in North Carolina
– but seven
months ago she
discovered JDate.
Since then, Mary
has met several
prospective Jewish
suitors, but none
have progressed
into a real roman-
tic relationship.

"This is the kind
of guy I've always
been looking for,"
Mary said of the
Jews she has met
through JDate.
"Whether I end up
with one, I don't
know. But I do
know that's the
caliber of man that
I want."

& LOUNGE
789 Portage Ave.

772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Join us for dinner
 before Rainbow Stage...

Our Leila Ave. location is just a 2
minute drive from Kildonan Park

Sinclair

Le
ila

Paradise Restaurant
662 Leila Ave.

Main St.
Kildonan
Park

Intermarriage
Continued from page 5.
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Pollard Banknote to supply 
lottery tickets for Israel

By REBECA
KUROPATWA

W i n n i p e g ’ s
Pollard Banknote
Ltd recently
signed a three-
year contract with
Israel’s national
lottery organiza-
tion worth up to
$15 million for
instant lottery
ticket manufactur-
ing and support
services.

For nearly 30
years, Pollard
Banknote has
served as a reli-
able full-service
instant ticket
printing and relat-
ed services part-
ner, with current-
ly 50+ clients
worldwide. 

“Our success is
based on our
unmatched ability
to form strong
partnerships with
clients where the
focus is on the
mutual goal of
driving lottery rev-
enues,” said Doug
Pollard, Co-Chief Executive Officer.

Pollard Banknote’s roots go back to 1907, when commercial printer
Saults & Pollard opened for business in Winnipeg. “By the mid-1970s,
the company had moved into security printing (i.e. stamps, stocks and
bonds, and government documents),” said Pollard. “Interestingly,
Pollard Banknote has never printed banknotes.

“As the lottery industry began to grow, Pollard Banknote was in a
good position to serve this industry because the tickets demanded both
superior graphic printing and high security. The company set about
meeting the exacting needs of secure lottery printing, investing in new
equipment and expertise. By the mid-1980s, the company was serving
government lotteries in Canada, overseas, and by the decade’s end, the
US.”

Pollard Banknote has supplied instant tickets to Mifal Hapayis since
2002. “This new contract represents Pollard Banknote’s third consecu-
tive exclusive contract, all secured through a competitive bidding
process,” said Pollard. 

“As the only vendor specializing in instant games, our focus has
enabled us to push the boundaries of what a traditional ticket looks and
plays like, effectively setting new standards in the market and appealing
to Mifal Hapayis’ innovative spirit. 

“For instance, Mifal Hapayis’ use of our exclusive Scratch FX – an eye-
catching product that replicates the look of foil or holographic foil – on
several tickets (including Roulette and Queen of Hearts) has proven
extremely successful for their higher-priced tickets.”

Mifal Hapayis was started in 1951 as a revenue source for healthcare
initiatives. Today, its main focus is on generating funds for education (as
well as culture, welfare, the environment, and the arts) in Israel. So far,
Mifal Hapayis has raised over $23 billion Israeli New Shekels (ILS) in
support of Israeli good causes.

Since Pollard Banknote began as the lottery’s exclusive instant ticket
supplier in 2002, their annual instant ticket sales increased from $800
million ILS to $1.327 billion ILS in 2012.

“Over this time, Pollard Banknote has also developed an innate
understanding of the Israeli marketplace and has established an excep-
tionally cooperative working relationship with Mifal Hapayis,” said
Pollard. 

“Combining our specific Mifal Hapayis experience with our industry-
best tickets and flexible printing capabilities, we’re able to meet and
exceed the unique requirements of the lottery.

“Pollard Banknote also shares the lottery’s high priority for bring-
ing new product concepts to Israel’s players.” 

Pollard Banknote has also
developed an innate under-

standing of the Israeli market-
place and has established an

exceptionally cooperative
working relationship with

Mifal Hapayis
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DOUG POLLARD
holding Israeli lottery tickets 
printed by Pollard Banknote 

photo by Trevor Robb, Pollard Banknote
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By MYRON LOVE
On Thursday, May 23, the

Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre’s multipurpose restau-
rant/games room/social hall was
changed into a five-star banquet
room as close to 100 supporters
gathered to celebrate the north
Winnipeg Jewish seniors centre’s
25th anniversary in its current
building at 1588 Main Street.

The evening began with a recep-
tion - in the foyer. The reception
was sponsored by the family of
long time Gwen Secter volunteer
Sophie Shinewald, who recently
celebrated her 100th birthday. 

Inside the main hall, in a setting
worthy of the best of Winnipeg’s
banquet centres,  servers efficient-
ly served a first-rate repast consist-
ing of salad; succulent salmon with mounds of wild rice and asparagus
spear; with cheese cake with fruit for dessert.

All the outstanding food was prepared by the Gwen Secter’s usual
kitchen staff of kitchen manager Cathy Koltowski, Galina Melenevska and
Mark Kravetsky (who is also the mashgiach). 

Throughout the meal, diners were treated to lovely melodies performed
by the trio of Eli Herscovitch, Annis Kozub and Sid Robinovitch.

The emphasis of the evening was celebration and camaraderie with
speeches kept to a minimum.  Jerry Maslowsky served as a quick-witted
and entertaining master of ceremonies.   There were brief remarks by
Gwen Secter Board president Judy Kaplan; Ed Shinewald (Sophie’s son),
the outgoing president of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, one of the
Gwen Secter’s funders; – and dinner organizer
Nikki Spigelman who pointed out the long-
standing ties between the centre and the
Winnipeg branch of the National Council of
Jewish Women.       

One of the highlights of the evening was a
short video outlining the Gwen Secter’s many
programs for seniors.  There are – to list a few:
exercise classes for both the mobile and those
with lesser mobility (including a new “drums
alive” cardio drumming program); regular
bridge games and bingo; a lunch and learn
series featuring a diverse group of speakers;
musical programs; a monthly Yiddish reading
program; an outreach program for Holocaust
survivors; celebrations of all the Jewish holi-
days; the kosher meals-on-wheels program; and
a program – in co-operation with the Jewish
Child and Family Service – to provide needy
members of our community with hampers for
Pesach.

The centre also provides free transportation  to
and from the Gwen Secter for those seniors who
can’t come on their own.

The evening concluded with a concert by the
Havey Family – Harry Havey and Karen Dana
and their daughter, Jess Havey, singing a variety
of Canadian folk songs and classics such as
“Que Sera Sera” and Ernie Ford’s 1950s hit
“Sixteen Tons” (sung by Jess.   Karen’s mother,
Phyllis Dana, finished off the evening with some
popular Hebrew songs. 

Although the seniors’ centre has been at 1588
Main Street for 25 years, the organization has
been in operation a lot longer.  The Golden Age
Club (as it was formerly known) was founded by
the National Council of Jewish Women in the
early 1950s to provide a social gathering place
for seniors and began operating out of the
NCJW building on the corner of Pritchard and
Salter. It was one of the first such seniors’ centres
in Canada.

In 1988, National Council purchased the for-
mer tire store at Smithfield and Main and con-
verted it into their new seniors’ centre, which was
named after the late Gwen Secter, a leader in
National Council for many years. 

Up until several years ago,
National Council funded most of the Gwen Secter’s operating expenses,
but now the centre is fully independent.   The Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre, which is open to everyone, receives funding from the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, as well as the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

“Gwen Secter is proud of the vital role we play in enhancing the health
and well-being of older adults in our community,” said Marilyn Regiec,
Executive Director of the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre. “It is a
‘home away from home’ providing social, recreational and spiritual sup-
port to all who seek it. Our milestone 25th anniversary celebration will
carry us forward into many more years of service here at 1588 Main
Street.”
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Gwen Secter celebrates 25th anniversary in grand style 

 
National Council of Jewish Women Canada 

Winnipeg Section 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, June 18, 2013 

141 Wellington Crescent – Party Room 
7:30 PM 

 
Program: Ivy Kopstein –   Jewish Child & Family Service  

              Addictions Services Coordinator 

“Jews and Addiction? 
 Let’s Talk” 

Presentation of Financial Statements 
Amendments to By-Laws 
Installation of board Refreshments 

NIKKI SPIGELMAN
Dinner Chair 

who pointed out longstanding
ties between the Centre and the
National Council of Jewish
Women.

NCJW Annual Meeting June 18
National Council of Jewish Women

Canada, Winnipeg Section will be holding
its Annual General Meeting on June 18,
2013 at 7:30 pm at 141 Wellington
Crescent (Party Room). Proposed amend-
ments to Winnipeg Section bylaws will be
voted on.

Our speaker will be Ivy Kopstein, Jewish
Child & Family Services, first Addictions
Services Coordinator. She will be speaking
on “Jews & Addictions? Let’s Talk.” Ivy will
be accompanied by a special guest who
will share her family’s story. 

NCJWC is marking its 115th anniversary
of service, and proudly continues its man-
date of education, service and social
action. 

In the past year Winnipeg Section hosted
receptions for new Canadians at
Citizenship Court, participated in the Run

for the Cure, hosted an education program
on osteoporosis, and, together with the
Rady JCC, co-hosted two very successful
programs on Women’s Health issues, “I
Laughed so Hard I Peed My Pants” and
“Stress, Anxiety and Fatigue, Is it Just Me?”. 

Our “Books for Kids” project has distrib-
uted new and gently used books to inner
city children and our Purim “Shalach
Manot” baskets were provided to over 70
clients of JCFS. 

We are honoured to be hosting the trien-
nial convention for NCJW Canada in
Winnipeg October 4-6. 

All members and potential members are
invited to attend the AGM, and are asked
to bring non-perishable food items for
JCFS’s Food Pantry, as well as new and
gently used books to be donated to
Rossbrook House.

JUDY KAPLAN
Gwen Secter President receiv-
ing an award from a represen-
tative of the City of Winnipeg.

ED and SOPHIE SHINEWALD
Sponsored the reception

in the foyer prior to the dinner.
Sophie recently celebrated her

100th birthday.



By MYRON LOVE
The Winnipeg Chapter of Women Business

Owners of Manitoba (WBO) presented its 21st

annual Manitoba Woman Entrepreneur of the
Year Awards on Thursday, May 16 (at the
Convention Centre), and, among the eight win-
ners this year was Jewish community member
Laura Lomow in the Excellence in Service cate-
gory.

“I was thrilled to have been nominated, let
alone win,” says Lomow, the president of AQ
Group Solutions. “To be a woman in a largely
male-dominated business is challenging.

“But the award isn’t just about me. I see it as
a testament to my team. I have an excellent
team at AQ. We all work very hard on behalf of
our clients. It is nice that our work has been recognized.”

Lomow adds that “It is good to have an organization such as the
Women Business Owners of Manitoba that supports women in busi-
ness.”

The Winnipeg Chapter of WBO) presents the Woman Entrepreneur
of the Year Awards in partnership with the Federal Business
Development Bank. Each year this gala dinner honours the finalists
and winners from across the province, whose energies and creativity

represent the best of the entrepreneurial spirit.
Originally from the West Coast, Lomow made

her home in Winnipeg after marrying
Winnipegger Mark Lomow in 1997. The couple
have three children and, almost as soon as she
settled down here, Lomow has been an active
volunteer. She is on the Board of Directors of
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, and also
serves on the Women’s Endowment Fund
Committee. 

Laura got her start in the business world here
helping Mark grow his young business, Lomow
Financial Services. In 2002, she founded her
own company, AQ Group Solutions.

AQ Group Solutions, she explains, focuses on
employee benefits and group retirement plan
management. “We are innovators,” she says.

“We are also unique. We have proprietary technology which is other-
wise unavailable in the marketplace. And we are the only formal Plan
Member Advocacy firm in the country.”

“The greatest proof of the strength of our offering is in our growth
and client retention. Our firm has enjoyed consistent double digit
growth year over year, and a 97% retention rate

There were 30 nominees for the awards this year. Among the other
nominees was Oxana Berent, the
owner of Ber-Max Design (based
in Petersfield north of Winnipeg),
who came here from Israel in
2005. For her, the nomination is
recognition that she and her fam-
ily have become part of the
Manitoba cultural mosaic.

While Oxana Berent has only
been in Canada/Manitoba since
2005, she has been operating
Ber-Max Design for over 30 years
and in three different countries.
She started the milling company
in her native Ukraine. In the
early 1990s, she and her hus-
band, Alec, and young son,
Maxim, left Ukraine for Israel.

In Israel, she continued her
business with a new production
plant on a kibbutz in northern
Israel. In Israel, she started build-
ing custom furniture and cabi-
netry. Her products were highly
popular in Israel.

While in Israel, she was active
politically through Avigdor
Lieberman’s Yisrael Beiteinu Party.

In Manitoba, Berent has been
equally successful in business.

One major client has
been Lakeview
Development’s new
Grand Winnipeg
Airport Hotel, under
construction at the
James Richardson
International Airport.
Ber-Max design also
built the Aron Kodesh
for the new Chabad
Centre.

While Berent has her
production plant at St.
Andrews Airport just
north of Winnipeg, she
is also planning on
opening a design cen-
tre in Winnipeg. As
well, Berent is working
on expanding her resi-
dential customer base
here for kitchen cabi-
nets, and is looking to
make some sales in
selected areas in the
United States.

LAURA LOMOW:
“To be a woman
in a largely male-
dominated busi-
ness is challeng-
ing.”

OXANA BERENT:
She has been
operating Ber-
Max Design for
over 30 years and
in three different
countries.
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Jewish business owner among Manitoba women entrepreneur award winners
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2013 Winnipeg Arts Council Awards Nominees
Doreen Brownstone

is to be honoured for
Lifetime Achievement
in the Arts as part of
this year’s Winnipeg
Arts Council Awards.

The awards will be
presented by the
Mayor and the
Winnipeg Arts Council
at the Mayor’s
Luncheon for the Arts
on June 6 at the Fort
Garry Hotel.

Doreen Brownstone
is one of Winnipeg’s
most celebrated actors, with a stage, film and
television career that spans six provinces and
more than 50 years. Doreen’s commitment, drive
and talent seem to defy the boundaries of time,
leading her to be the first Canadian Stage actor to
work past the age of 80. She was the only actor
to work at the Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre
during both its first and fiftieth seasons!

Also nominated for awards are Ryan Segal and
Gail Asper.

Gail Asper was nominated for an ARTS CHAM-
PION Award, which honours an individual or
business that has demonstrated sustained support
to the arts in Winnipeg. The award is a unique
work of art by a Winnipeg Artist.

Gail Asper has been nominated by Dry Cold
Productions and the Winnipeg Folk Festival.

Gail Asper’s commitment to the arts is indefati-
gable. Her support is evident not just through her
financial contributions (of which there are many)
but through her work as an advocate, fundraiser,
volunteer and arts administrator. 

Ryan Segal was nominated for an RBC ON THE
RISE Award, which recognizes the demonstrated
promise of an emerging professional artist in any
discipline. The award is a cash prize of $2,500.

Ryan wan NOMINATED BY Tatiana Carnevale
Ryan is a passionate theatre producer dedicated

to presenting exciting, relevant and high-caliber
theatre that draws a young and exceptionally
engaged audience.

DOREEN
BROWNSTONE
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

What would they do without us?
Prominent in my par-

ents’ record collection
back in the 60’s was a
collection of Edith
Piaf’s greatest hits.
Piaf, in addition to
being a great singer,
was a very compelling
and iconic figure for

France and for the world at large. 
Perhaps no one, not even Charles De Gaulle,

symbolized the courage and tragedy of that
nation just emerging from its wartime ordeal as
did the “Little Sparrow”. “La Vie En Rose” is her
most famous song, but many others are instant-
ly recognizable: “Non, Je ne regrete rien”
became a kind of anthem for the French Foreign
Legion during the Algeria conflict. 

But my favorite was probably “Les Trois
Cloches”, which became a hit in 1946. Briefly,
it is the story of three milestones in a man’s life:
the day he is born, the day of his marriage, and
the day he dies. The French are, of course, inor-
dinately proud of their language. And notwith-
standing the universal appeal of the song as
attested by its international success, one has to
believe that the French must have felt a particu-
lar collective pride in the sharing of these very
personal emotions through the medium of their
national language in the hands of their national
icon, Piaf.

I started including an instrumental version of
the song in my solo piano repertoire around 20
years ago, and I very quickly noticed how audi-
ences would perk up when they recognized the
song. My version was probably based more on
the American Country version, “The Three
Bells”, popularized in the late 50’s by Jim Ed
Brown and the Browns (no relation to Little
Jimmy Brown!). I learned the words and it
became one of my most popular and requested
standards during the years when I used to enter-
tain at the Times Changed on Main Street.

It was only much later that I learned the histo-
ry of the English lyrics made famous by Brown
and his sisters. It turns out they were actually the
brainchild of one Bert Reisfeld, an Austrian Jew
who escaped Europe before the war. Reisfeld
did not shy away from the Christian symbolism
of the French lyric; in fact, he embraced it, mak-
ing it if anything more particular and less uni-
versal by utilizing specific phrases such as “lead
us not into temptation/bless this hour of medita-
tion”. 

The song reaches its emotional climax at the
very end when Jimmy Brown has died and gone
to heaven; the congregation meets, as always, in
the chapel to the sound of ringing bells, and
prays:

“Lead us not into temptation
May his soul find its salvation
In Thy great eternal love.”

I can’t get over the fact that it took a Jew to
express in such a moving way some of the most
Christian sentiments ever put to music. It is also
fascinating to me that both versions of the song
are so intensely evocative of virtually identical
emotions in such very different cultural con-
texts, and that the transplanted American ver-
sion is no less at home in its local context than
the original French version was for Piaf’s listen-
ers. From my own experience in playing this
song for audiences, I have to believe that every
listener, whether Christian, Muslim, Jew or even
atheist, is responding in virtually the identical
way at the emotional level.

Marty Green has recorded a Yiddish version
under the title ”The Ballad of Yankel-Yisroel”.
You can find it on his album “A Boy Named
Sureh: A Collection of All-New Yiddish Classics”.

English summary of Yiddish column
The love for Yiddish expresses itself in the work of new university educated translates of

Yiddish literature into Hebrew and English. The young Israeli author Matan Hermoni
recently edited a volume of short stories entitled “America”, while the senior translator
Hillel Halkin translated the wonderful comic Soviet Yiddish novel “zelmanyeners” by
Moyshe Kulbak. Both books are not only masterpieces of modern Yiddish literature, but
also show how a new generation of Yiddishists can spread the love for Yiddish to a mass
audience. 

By

MARTY GREEN



Even though I’m not a fan of
David Letterman, I have a per-
sonal connection to his long-
time sidekick, a nice Jewish boy
from Canada. Not only does my
son Allan live in Paul Shaffer’s
hometown but, a few years ago,
he prepared Paul’s father for bur-
ial. Thus, when I stumbled

across Shaffer’s showbiz memoir, on Amazon.com, I felt
compelled to read it.

“WE’LL BE HERE FOR THE REST OF OUR LIVES” con-
firms what anyone who has witnessed the author’s
embarrassing “shtick” on the Letterman Show already
knows: the world’s greatest backup bandleader is a
trekkie in hipster drag. With his shaved head, tinted
granny glasses, and Alfred E. Neuman smile, Paul Shaffer
is about as “hip” as Liberace. And the illusion the nerdy
musician is vainly trying to create is completely shattered
every time he opens his mouth. His second favorite word
- “groovy” - sounds as incongruous in his nasal Canadian accent as
that ersatz James Brown cape looked on his scrawny shoulders.

Born and raised in Thunder Bay, Ontario, the only child of middle
class Jewish parents, Paul Shaffer was a bit of a musical prodigy. He
grew up playing the piano and idolizing the pop and rock luminaries
of the 60s, as well as older demigods, like Frank Sinatra and Ray
Charles, and never outgrew his hero worship. Half a century later,
having rubbed shoulders and traded licks with some of his idols – as
well as the luminaries of his own generation – Paul’s reverence
remains undiminished. 

You can take the groupie out of the Canadian backwoods...
Paul Shaffer’s first foray into the literary world is basically a collec-

tion of wide-eyed show biz anecdotes. His innocence adds a certain
charm to the narrative but if you’re looking for a juicy tell-all, reveal-

ing the clay feet of celebrity gods, you will
have to look elsewhere. Nice guy Paul even
makes a futile effort to repair icons that have
already been shattered – like the egomaniacal
degenerate Phil Specter who is spending his
“Golden Years” behind walls slightly less for-
giving than those of sound. 

“I regret the tragedy that has surrounded Phil
(Specter) in recent years. We’re not as in touch
(duhh), but the mad genius will always be my
friend,” Shaffer writes.

With friends like that, who needs a self-
absorbed pedophile? 

“At a restaurant I bumped into Jean
Doumanian, former SNL producer. ‘I’m having
dinner with Woody,’ she said, ‘and he’d love to
meet you.’ I followed Jean to a corner table.
There was the great comic auteur himself.
‘What a great pleasure to meet you,’ I said,
reaching out my hand. He offered his, limp as

a dishrag. That was it. He gave me a quick glance and not a single
utterance. My expectation of being asked to join his party and discuss
the nature of American comedy was dashed. I turned around, went
back to my table, and finished my oxtail soup alone.”

Apparently, it truly is lonely at the top. 
During the course of the narrative Shaffer drops more names than

the Sumatra phone book following the Boxing Day tsunami, yet even
the man with whom he has worked, five days a week, for several
decades, remains in the shadows. Dave Letterman is barely mentioned
in the book. You don’t bite the hand that feeds you, but I doubt that’s
why Paul’s “boss” was spared a more searching appraisal. Their
“friendship” doesn’t extend beyond the CBS building. Dave’s
debauching of a young intern was probably as much of a surprise to
Paul as Bill’s was to Hillary. 

And, like Hillary, Paul wiped the slate clean the day after the media
dropped the story. 

That, more or less, is what happened when I closed his book, which
should have been printed on rice paper. It’s the literary equivalent of
Chinese Food. An hour after you finish it, it has been digested, leaving
nothing but graffiti on the walls of your memory. Yes, you will learn a
little about Paul Shaffer, his family and career, but not much more than
you can glean from Wikipedia. Or an episode of Entertainment
Tonight. 

Paul Shaffer might consider that a compliment. 

Bill Marantz is the author of the unforgettable mystery thriller,
“Christmas Eve
Can Kill You”, and
the memorable
short story collec-
tion, “The
Convert”, both of
which are avail-
able, in paperback
and Kindle edi-
tions, at
Amazon.com.
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TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB
SYNAGOGUE DINNER

SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 2013
1525 MAIN STREET

DINNER AT 6:00 P.M.

MIRIAM GELLER
 Dinner Chairperson

FOR TICKETS CALL: (204) 582-6685

12th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
will be held on

Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob Synagogue to
hold its 12th annual fundraising dinner

The Talmud Torah - Beth Jacob Synagogue will be holding its
12th Annual Fundraising Dinner on Sunday, June 23, 2013 at the
Synagogue 1525 Main Street. The Talmud Torah community was
originally established around 1906 and has deep roots in
Winnipeg’s Jewish history as a source of Jewish education and
spiritual development. Since that time, the Synagogue has moved
twice and is now at its current location, at 1525 Main Street,
where it remains a somewhat forgotten treasure of the Winnipeg
Jewish community. A tantalizing kosher meal will be prepared.

The dinner committee is working diligently to make this dinner
a huge success. Since our seating capacity is limited, we will be
selling tickets on a first-come basis. We hope you will join us. See
advertisement.

The happiest man in showbiz

By

BILL MARANTZ



The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust and the Rady Jewish
Community Centre are proud and excited to announce that the 5th
Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish Entertainment and Culture will be
held again at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium located in the
Winnipeg Art Gallery in June, 2013.

“The I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust is pleased to be work-
ing with the Rady JCC in presenting again this wonderful series which
plays an integral role in preserving the place that Yiddish has in our
community” said Laurie Mainster, co-producer of Mameloshen. 

As an amazing finale to the 2013 Festival, Mameloshen is pleased to
present Finjan for their 30th Anniversary Reunion Concert on
Tuesday, June 25. Finjan will feature Myron Schultz (clarinet), Victor
Schultz (violin), Shayla Fink (accordion and vocals), Kinsey Posen
(bass and vocals), Sasha Boychuk (clarinet)
and Daniel Koulack (guitar, mandolin, and
banjo). Canada's first and original Klezmer
group Finjan, is about to start celebrating
their 31st year making music. The three times
Juno Award nominated band and Western
Canadian Music Award winners are reuniting
to perform in their hometown of Winnipeg
for Mameloshen this June. Since breaking
onto the scene in 1982, Finjan has appeared
in movies, documentaries and has toured all
over North-America and in Europe.

“Finjan never actually broke up” says
Kinsey Posen “we just went on hiatus due to
peoples schedules. It used to be that we
would leave on a Friday night to play shows
over the weekend and return on Sunday to
go back to our day jobs on Monday.” Since
then two members of the group have also
moved out of Winnipeg, Victor Schultz lives
in New York, and Sasha Boychuck lives in
Toronto, but all Finjan members will be pre-
sent for their Mameloshen concert in
Winnipeg. “Last year we had a request from
the Ashkenaz Festival in Ontario to come and
play at the festival, so we went and it was
fantastic. It reminded us of how much we
loved playing the music and being together.”
Posen has been actively involved with the
Mameloshen Festival over the past few years
as the official MC and as a music producer
and is honoured to be performing this year.
“It’s special to play for a Winnipeg audi-
ence,” says Posen “which we haven’t done
for quite a while, probably in seven or eight
years, but who could refuse Tamar Barr and
Laurie Mainster in their request?”

Mameloshen organizers are thrilled to have
Finjan celebrate 31 years of incredible
music.

The Festival opens on Wednesday June 12
with Soul to Soul: Yiddish and African -
American Music Meet in Celebration of Two
Cultures. This concert is conceived by
Zalmen Mlotek, the internationally recog-
nized authority on Yiddish folk and theatre
music, and Folksbiene’s artistic director since
1998. The concert is headlined by Elmore
James, a veteran of five Broadway produc-
tions and numerous opera stages around the
world, Tony Perry, a commanding young
singer-actor, and Lisa Fishman, Yiddish
singing sensation who appeared at the 2012
Mameloshen Festival with Zalmen Mlotek.
English translation super titles will accompa-
ny all Yiddish songs.

The Mameloshen Festival takes great pride
in highlighting the talent and accomplish-
ments of performers with Winnipeg roots. On
Wednesday, June 19, A Bisele Haimeshe
Yiddish – A Little Homespun Yiddish, the
second show of the festival will showcase
some of the best contributions to Yiddish cul-
ture in Winnipeg. Allan Blye has had a long-
standing career as a Chazzan and concert
performer all over the US and Canada and
has been involved in many aspects of the
entertainment industry including broadcast-

ing and producing. Also back by popular demand, the Gray Academy
of Jewish Education Yiddish Choir will be sure to dazzle the audience
for their fifth appearance at Mameloshen. We are thrilled to bring back
the Gray Academy students under the direction of David Vamos to
hear their wonderful versions of all our Yiddishe favourites. 

"The Rady JCC is thrilled to present the 5th Mameloshen Festival
along with the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment. The Mameloshen
Festival is a unique opportunity for the Rady JCC to showcase the
vibrancy and beauty of Yiddish performing arts" noted Tamar Barr,
Assistant Executive Director of the Rady JCC. 

Tickets are on sale now. Please contact the Rady Jewish Community
Centre at 204-477-7510 or log onto www.radyjcc.com
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Finjan 
30th Anniversary Reunion Concert at Mameloshen Tuesday, June 25

I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL
ENDOWMENT TRUST

Wednesday, June 12 7:30 p.m. 
The National Yiddish 

Theater – Folksbiene presents

Soul to Soul:
Yiddish & African-American 
Music Meet in a Celebration 

of Two Cultures 
Starring Lisa Fishman, 

Elmore James and Tony Perry
Conceived and directed by Zalmen Mlotek - A Production of the National Yiddish Theater – Folksbiene.

Tuesday, June 25 7:30 p.m. 

Finjan
30th Anniversary 
Reunion Concert 

Canada's first and original Klezmer group 
celebrates their 31st year making music

Wednesday, June 19 7:30 p.m.

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
A Little Homespun Yiddish

Allan Blye
Chazzan and concert performer with a program of Yiddish

Accompanist Ron Paley

Gray Academy Students
Return to the Mameloshen Festival stage 

to perform classic Yiddish songs

Present 

$25

$18

$25

TICKETS & FESTIVAL PACKAGE
Rady Jewish Community Centre  

204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com

All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, 
Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.

Transportation is available for seniors for a nominal charge. Please arrange for transportation when ordering tickets.
Transportation supported by The Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Allan Blye

Finjan

Lisa
Fishman

Elmore  
James

$50 All Three
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE



By REBECA KUROPATWA
Helping a child to deal with an extreme-

ly stressful situation can be tremendoously
challenging. Anything from a death in the
family, to a  hospitalization, or even issues
with daily routine events, can leave your
child  feeling fearful, confused, and at a
loss when it comes to mainaining control. 

Shira Zipursky is an expert in the field of
Child and Adolsecent Psychology, having
received  her Bachelor of Human Ecology –
Family Social Sciences degree at the
University of Manitoba, focusing on Child
and Adolescent Development, Family
Economic Health, and Psychology. 

While studying, Zipursky created thera-
peutic and educational activities for chil-
dren with special needs in varying devel-
opmental levels and physical abilities.

Zipursky then earned her Child Life
Studies diploma at McMaster University,
while also serving in various Child Life capacities across Eastern
Canada.

Subsequently Zipursky was selected to be the first Canadian Child
Life Fellow at the IWK Health Centre, in Halifax, working in Pediatric
Cardiology – Children’s Heart Centre, Pediatric Palliative Care Service,
and Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. There, Zipursky enhanced the qual-
ity of life for patients with chronic and life-threatening illnesses and

their families by developing support groups and
educational programs. 

Born and raised in Winnipeg (the daugher of
Mara and Grant Zipursky), in  October, 2012,
Shira opened It’s a Childs’ Life - the only prac-
tice in Western Canada offering Community
Child Life Services for both children and fami-
lies. 

“Currently most Child Life Specialists are
employed in a hospital setting, wherein families
can only access the service while in hospital,”
said Zipursky, of the need to create It’s a Child’s
Life. 

“Research has proven that children who are
well prepared have a decreased anxiety level
and are less fearful – though you don’t need to
be a scientist to realize that.

“Child Life Specialists promote effective cop-
ing through play, self-expression activities, and
age-appropriate medical preparation and edu-

cation. Child Life intervention increases cooperation and decreases
procedural and post-procedural pain.” 

It’s a Child’s Life is a home-based business. Clients are seen in the
environment where they most need to be supported – such as their
home, doctor or dental office, or hospice. 

Families can refer themselves for Zipursky’s preliminary consultation
with the goal of developing a customized coping plan to help the fam-

ily deal with various life events. 
The first session would typically occur

within one to two weeks of the inquiry, to
make it as painless as possible for families
already facing difficulties (with services
offered in either a one-on-one or family
setting). 

According to Zipursky, there are seven
reasons to seek the services offered by It’s
a Child’s Life. These include when:

- Your child needs emotional support
with the potential stress, anxiety and/mis-
conceptions while dealing with challeng-
ing or traumatic life events, including the
death of family members, chronic illness
diagnosis, divorce, or the start of school. 

- You want your child to know about a
scheduled procedure or surgery that will
occur and need to communicate informa-
tion in simple, easy to understand lan-
guage that is developmentally appropriate. 

- You want to offer your child a chance to
learn coping strategies for use during
painful or intrusive treatments and anxi-
ety-provoking times. 

- Your child would benefit from thera-
peutic intervention such as preparation,
distraction, and pain management. 

- You would like to understand your
child’s perception of his/her or a family
member’s diagnosis and treatment of a
serious illness. 

- Your child is having issues surrounding
daily routines including taking medica-
tion, eating, drinking, sleeping, or going to
school. 

- You would like to ensure your child
encounters a friendly environment while
visiting the hospital, doctor, or dental
office.

“My goal is to empower families to face
life’s struggles with strength in knowledge
and confident with the support of a plan,”
explained Zipursky. “We encourage our
clients to be proactive and, whenever pos-
sible, to contact us in advance of obsta-
cles. I want to stress the importance of
addressing problems or challenges early
on.” 

For more information about It’s a Child’s
Life visit www.itsachildslife.ca or call
(204) 899-2405.

SHIRA ZIPURSKY: “Research has proven
that children who are well prepared have a
decreased anxiety level and are less fearful –
though you don’t need to be a scientist to
realize that.”
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Wednesday, May 29
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Location: Asper Jewish Community

Campus, 123 Doncaster Street
Contact: Tamar Barr, 477-7537,

tbarr@radyjcc.com

Kavod Evening
7:30 PM to 9:00 PM
Location: Congregation Etz Chayim, 123

Matheson Avenue East
Contact: Jodi Novak, , jnovak@jewishwin-

nipeg.org

Thursday, May 30
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Location: Asper Jewish Community

Campus, 123 Doncaster Street
Contact: Tamar Barr, 477-7537,

tbarr@radyjcc.com

Friday, May 31
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Location: Asper Jewish Community

Campus, 123 Doncaster Street
Contact: Tamar Barr, 477-7537,

tbarr@radyjcc.com

Saturday, June 1
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Location: Asper Jewish Community

Campus, 123 Doncaster Street
Contact: Tamar Barr, 477-7537,

tbarr@radyjcc.com

Sunday, June 2
CJA Annual Tzedakah Party
11:00 AM to 1:00 PM

Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Location: Asper Jewish Community

Campus, 123 Doncaster Street
Contact: Tamar Barr, 477-7537,

tbarr@radyjcc.com

Monday, June 3
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival
7:00 PM to 7:30 PM
Location: Asper Jewish Community

Campus, 123 Doncaster Street
Contact: Tamar Barr, 477-7537,

tbarr@radyjcc.com

Tuesday, June 4
JNF Negev Gala
7:30 PM to 11:00 PM
A Gala Concert honouring a community

leader.
Location: Centennial Concert Hall
Contact: Jacqueline Freedman, 294-947-

0207, 204-947-5449 wpg@jnf.ca

Wednesday, June 5
JCFS Annual General Meeting
7:15 PM to 10:00 PM
Location: Berney Theatre - Adult Lounge,

Asper Campus
Contact: Ingrid Cohn, 204-477-7430, 204-

477-7450 icohn@jcfswinnipeg.org

Tuesday, June 18
7:30 PM
National Council of Jewish Women

Canada, Winnipeg Section Annual General
Meeting with guest Ivy Kopstein, Addictions
Services Coordinator from Jewish Child &
Family Service who will speak on “Jews and
Addictions? Let’s Talk”

Location: 141 Wellington Crescent (party
room)

Contact: Reva Craven, 204-339-7291,
ncjwws@shaw.ca

Upcoming events
If you would like to have your organization’s events listed here, e-mail us at

jewishp@mymts.net. Phone numbers and prices for events for which there is a fee will not be
included here. If you would like more information about a particular event, please contact
the sponsoring organization.



Winnipeg artist
and activist
Tamara Weller
admits that she
“felt angry” at
Israeli Defence
Forces actions
a g a i n s t
Palestinians dur-

ing her two month stay, February and
March, 2013, in the village of Beit
Ommar, Hebron District in the Southern
West Bank.

Weller, 27, a self described “secular
Jew,” was working with the Palestine
Solidarity Project, a non-violent resis-
tance movement in Hebron, according to
the organization’s website.

Weller visited Beit Ommar in April, 2012, during a three week trip
to Israel and the West Bank.

“I did a tour at that time with Green Olive Tours (into the West Bank)
and met Mousa Abou Maria, the founder of PSP,” said Weller, who has
been accepted into a Master of Fine Arts program at UCLA.

“I was really interested in his work. He’s one of the first people to do
this non-violent protest once a week in front of Karmie Tzur, an Israeli
settlement (nearby).”

Beit Ommar is surrounded by settlements from three sides, she
added.

Gush Etzion is a cluster of 14 Israeli settlements.
In addition to Karmie Tzur, the other communities surrounding Beit

Ommar include: Migdal Oz, El’azar, Bat Ayin, Alon Shevut and Kafar
Etzion.

In 2011, the settler population of all the West Bank was estimated at
over 520,000; the annual average rate of growth during the past
decade was 5.3 percent.

Indictments of (Israeli) police on charges of violence against
Palestinians are extremely rare, noted a media release from the Israeli
human organization B’Tselem.

“Of the more than 280 complaints lodged by B’Tselem of alleged
police violence since the start of the second Intifada, we are aware
of only 12 indictments. It should be emphasized that these figures
refer only to cases of investigations that followed a B’Tselem com-
plaint, and that B’Tselem has no comprehensive data on the number
of DIP indictments filed for police violence against Palestinians.”

In a report issued on March 6, 2013, the United Nations Children
Fund (UNICEF) estimated that 700 Palestinian children aged 12-17,
“most of them boys, are arrested, interrogated and detained by the
Israeli military, police and security agents every year” in the occu-
pied West Bank.

UNICEF said it had identified some examples of practices that
“amount to cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment
according to the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the
Convention against Torture”.

Israeli Foreign Ministry spokesman Yigal Palmor said officials from
the ministry and the Israeli military had cooperated with UNICEF in
its work on the report, with the goal of improving the treatment of
Palestinian minors in custody, reported Reuters (March 6, 2013).

‘“Israel will study the conclusions and will work to implement

them through ongoing cooperation with UNICEF, whose work we
value and respect,”’ he said.

At one point, Weller was tear gassed by Israeli forces while partici-
pating in a peaceful demonstration in Hebron and witnessed soldiers
shooting rubber bullets (“Usually up,” she said) at peaceful protesters.

Towards the end of her stay, she met a Palestinian Christian man who
ran an orphanage in Bethlehem for children whose parents were
killed.

“We had a very long conversation,” she said.
“He described how he was a very angry person as a youth. He was

always throwing stones at soldiers. He spent years in prison just for
throwing stones.”

After his release from prison, he was a changed person. “He didn’t
want to harbour anger towards the soldiers because he realized that
they’re (for the most part) so young,” continued Weller, noting that her
work in the village included, among other things, doing some paint-
ing projects with school children and writing reports for the PSP.

“They don’t even know what they’re doing. So, I began to feel empa-
thy for the soldiers because they’re kids. What they’re ordered to do is
pretty horrible. But, it must be pretty traumatizing for them too.”

She was quick to point out, though, that the night raids, conducted
by the IDF on Palestinian families, was most disturbing.

“They happen once a week from two to three in the morning with
many military trucks and 50 soldiers or more. They’re arresting peo-
ple, including children. They’ll even throw tear gas inside a house.
This happens on a regular basis.”

Her experience in Beit Ommar has made Weller more determined
than ever to use her art work to, at least in part, promote peace, jus-
tice and understanding amongst peoples – a hopeful vision of the
world.

“I’m fully committed to being an artist. My last art project before
going to Palestine was about the medieval European oppression of the
Jews,” she observed.

“I became very interested in how all this history added to this feel-
ing of being a victim.”

TAMARA WELLER
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG

75 Years of Service
to Community

JOB DESCRIPTION

COMMUNITY RELATIONS ASSISTANT

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg currently has a part-time position 
open as Community Relations Assistant. The incumbent will report  
to the Community Relations Director.

SKILLS REQUIRED

Takes initiative; self-motivated
Very good writing skills; oral communication skills
Well organized, detail oriented, understands importance  
of deadlines
Computer skills: Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint); 
update data banks as necessary
Good problem solving skills
Works well with others

TASKS

Speakers series: coordinate itineraries, marketing, media 
releases, meetings, follow-up
Commemoration programs: coordinate, implement, marketing, 
media, meetings, follow-up
Interfaith Round Table: support staff, attend meetings, 
implement programming
Administrative support for director
NOTE: evenings and Sundays as necessary

QUALIFICATIONS

Proven track record of skill set and ability to perform tasks
Minimum 3 years experience as administrative assistant
Degree in political science or business administration an asset

Application Deadline: June 15, 2013

Please send your resume to: sfaintuch@jewishwinnipeg.org

jewishwinnipeg.org

Crossroads Station Plaza

#401
Unit #1-1596 Regent Avenue West

SUNDAY
JUNE 23

1pm-4pm
Thank You to our Co-Sponsors!

CUSTOMER
APPRECIATION

DAY!

on Regent Avenue

Crossroads Station Plaza

On Regent Avenue

Regent Avenue

Regent Avenue

DII IVERSE
PHOTOGRAPHY & DESIGN

DI I IVERSE
Regent Ave

Aloha NailsAloha Nails
Crossroads Station Plaza

Kildonan Place Mall

Regent Avenue

Regent Avenue

Regent Avenue

At The Forks

St.Mary ’s Road

Entertainment by:

Caricature by Al Sideen

All proceedes go to...

Heating    Cooling&

St.Vital
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Community news

By BELLE JARNIEWSKI
On Thursday, May 2, 2013, a

very special event took place at
the Shaarey Zedek synagogue.
Entitled, “Indifference and the
Fragility of Civilization,”
Winnipeg welcomed two cham-
pions of human rights – Father
Patrick Desbois and Lt. Gen.
Senator Roméo Dallaire, speak-
ing together for the first time with
Naomi Azrieli as moderator.

The evening represented the
fruition of what has been an
opportunity for a creative conver-
gence of efforts among the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, the
Ridd Institute for Religion and
Global Policy and the Freeman
Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada.

In the book of Job, Chapter 16, verses 18 to 20, Job cries out: O Earth,
cover not my blood and let my cry for justice find no rest. For look, my
witness is in Heaven, there is one on high ready to answer for me.

Before the killing centres of central Europe were even built, and well
before the infamous Wannsee conference, mobile killing units, the
Einsatzgruppen, com-
prised of Nazis and
their allies, swept into
the Soviet Union and
began what was to be
a campaign of mass-
murder. The victims
were primarily Jews,
but also included
Roma and Soviet pris-
oners of war.
Wherever the
E i n s s a t z g r u p p e n
went, they shot
Jewish men, women
and children and buried them in mass graves. In some cases, the vic-
tims were forced to dig their own graves. Many were buried alive.
Unlike the documentation of the death camps, there was no paper trail
for the approximately 2.3 human beings murdered by the
Einsatzgruppen. No one had recited the Kaddish – the Jewish prayer of
mourning on their gravesites, which were unmarked. 

The earth, it would seem had covered their blood and for so long, the
cries of their souls went unanswered. Until Father Patrick Desbois
made it his life’s work to honour these innocent victims with a proper
burial, and to bring life to their stories – a chapter of the Shoah, which
is generally absent from history textbooks. 

In 1994, half a century after the Shoah, in a 100 day-long massacre,
the world stood by while more than 800,000 men, women and chil-
dren were brutally murdered in Rwanda. As General Dallaire put it,
“because there was no self-interest....no oil. They didn’t come because
some humans are considered less human than others.” Dallaire, com-
mander-in-chief of United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda at
the time, defied the U.N. and the rest of the international community,
and bravely tried to prevent the genocide.

Father Desbois spoke about the “human disease” that leads to geno-
cide. He spoke to the audience of the many interviews he has conduct-
ed with eyewitnesses to the murder of Jews and Roma in former killing
sites in six countries, Belarus, Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russia and
Ukraine. The matter-of-fact testimony recounting the slaughter of inno-
cents was chilling: the murder of infants seemingly with no remorse; the
ransacking of the clothes and belongings of the victims; and neighbours
dressing in their Sunday best to go watch the killings. 

General Dallaire spoke movingly about a seven-year old boy who
had been living in a hut amongst the dead. When he looked into the
little boy’s eyes, he was reminded of his own young son back home in
Canada; at that moment he realized that this little boy was just as
“human” as his own child. He named the world leaders such as Bill
Clinton who had seemingly forgotten about “never again” and did
nothing to prevent the Rwandan genocide. As well, he spoke of failure
of the Rwandan church to oppose the massacre but even more point-
edly, of their complicity by not protecting those who sought sanctuary.

At one point, an audience member asked Father Desbois why he does
what he does. He answered, “We cannot build democracies above mass
graves. Otherwise, what can we say to Rwanda, to Darfur, Cambodia?
What can we say to other countries if we don’t bury the victims?” 

Both General Dallaire and Father Desbois hold out fervent hope for

our youth and their desire for
“tikkun olam” – to mend our
world. General Dallaire
implored: “Let there be a rite of
passage after high school or their
undergraduate years. Let there be
a pair of boots under their beds,
soiled with the dirt of a develop-
ing country. Let them join a non-
governmental organization or
create a new one.”

Father Desbois appealed to
“Take out your cellphone and
send a picture to CNN” or anoth-
er news organization, explaining
how anyone with a cellphone
camera can document human-
rights abuses or other atrocities.
“We see that in the world now;
one person sends an image, and

it changes things.” Perhaps the key message we all walked away with
is – the need for all of us to remember that we ARE our brother’s and
our sister’s keeper.

Desbois and Dallaire on dangers of not speaking out when genocide occurs

My definiton of “maturity”
We are Seniors 

Chapter no. 40
I want to share some quotable quotes

that  have remained on my desktop, under
plastic, for a number of years. I’m calling
this piece the “definition of maturity”.

Why bother discussing this with “mature
adults”? The answer would be that some of
us may think that because we are older, that
we must be mature!

“Maturity is the ability to control anger
and settle differences without violence or anger.” Too bad the United
Nations can’t adhere to this principle.

“Maturity is patience, the willingness to pass up immediate plea-
sure in favour of longterm gain.” Do we lack the patience we had
when we were younger?

“Maturity is perseverance, the ability to sweat out a project, or a sit-
uation, in spite of opposition and discouraging setbacks” - something
we can share with our children and grandchildren.

“Maturity is unselfishness - responding to the needs of others, often
at the expense of one’s own desires and wishes .” How long has it
been since you put someone else’s needs before your own priorities?

“Maturity is the capacity to face unpleasantness and frustration,
discomfort, and defeat without complaint, or collapse.” We, as
seniors, are aware that we can be easily frustrated and we love to live
with our complaints.

“Maturity is humility. It is being big enough to say, “I was wrong.”
And when right, the mature person need not say, “I told you so.” Isn’t
this the key to a long and lasting relationship?

“Maturity is the ability to make a decision and stand by it. The
immature spend their lives exploring endless possibilities, then do
nothing.” Does this really apply to you? If it does, try to separate the
important day to day decisions from those that are really important.

“Maturity is dependability, keeping one’s word, coming through in
the crisis. The immature are masters of the alibi - confused and dis-
organized. Their lives are a maze of broken promises, former friends,
unfinished business, and good intentions that never materialize.”
Would this be an important topic to discus with children or grand-
children?

“Maturity is the art of living in peace with that which we cannot
change.” Isn’t this related to the expression - “Lord let me change the
situations I cannot accept, and accept the situations I cannot change,
and grant me the wisdom to know the difference!”

I  learned what it meant to be mature at the very tender age of
about 12. An older brother got me interested in sports! If you were
hurt playing the game, whether it be hockey or soccer or any other
such sport that could cause a great many cuts or bruises, you learned
to suck it up, and not complain. If you were knocked down you got
up and continued to play the game, without blaming anyone for your
injury. If you cried, you were labelled a “sissy” and would not be
 invited back to play again with your buddies.

These lessons learned meant that you could handle many of life’s
difficulties when they occurred, without giving up. And through it all
you learned to maintain a good sense of humour. Like “I’m sorry your
foot got in the way when I tripped.” 

By

HARRY WARREN

At the Shaarey Zedek May 2 (l-r):  Dr. JAMES CHRISTIE, TALI MILLO,
BELLE JARNIEWSKI, Lt. General Senator ROMEO DALLAIRE,
DARCY ATAMAN, Father PATRICK DESBOIS

The matter-of-fact testimony
recounting the slaughter of
innocents was chilling: the

murder of infants seemingly
with no remorse; the ransack-
ing of the clothes and belong-
ings of the victims; and neigh-
bours dressing in their Sunday
best to go watch the killings.



It’s that time of year.
The weather is finally
getting warmer, flow-
ers are blooming,
and spring is in the
air. Yes, it’s the time
when many of our
sons and daughters
are graduating from

high school and university.
I remember fondly my own graduation

(many years ago). The sadness of leaving
friends, and the school I had reluctantly
grown to cherish was counterbalanced by my
feelings of excitement and anticipation of
starting something new. And, to celebrate the
auspicious event are the parties! 

A good party needs all the right elements,
and of course that means the right food. So
here are some summa cum laude recipes to
try out, to make this special occasion even
more special.

* * *
EDAMAME GUACAMOLE WITH 
STONE-GROUND CORN CHIPS

1 cup shelled edamame (fresh green soy-
beans)
2 cloves garlic peeled and minced
1 to 2 tsp chopped chipotle with seeds
1 tbsp fresh lime juice , divided
2 large ripe avocados
1/4 stemmed, roughly chopped cilantro
1/2 cup finely chopped skinned tomatoes
2 tbsp finely chopped white onion
Sea salt and pepper to taste

Corn chips
One 9.5 ounce package stone ground tortillas
(12 count)
Olive oil cooking spray
1 tbsp fresh chopped fresh cilantro

For guacamole
Cook edamame in salted boiling water for 5

minutes.
Drain and cool to room temp.
C o m b i n e

edamame, garlic,
chili and 2 tsp lime
juice in a food
processor bowl.
Process until mixture
is very smooth about
3 minutes.

Peel and seed avo-
cados, place in a
medium bowl. Add
remaining 1 tsp lime
juice and mash with
fork, leaving small
chunks.

Fold in edamame
mixture, cilantro,
tomatoes and onion.

Season with salt
and pepper.

For chips
Preheat oven to 400

F.
Stack the 12 tor-

tillas and cut them
into eighths.

Spread the tortilla
chips in a single layer
on baking sheets,
drizzle with olive oil
and sprinkle with
salt.

Bake chips until
crisp and golden

about 10 minutes.
Place the chips in a basket lined with paper

napkins.
Makes 2 1/2 cups.

* * *
MUSTARD SPICED NUTS

1 cup walnut halves
1 cup whole unbalanced almonds
1 cup raw cashews
1 cup shelled pistachios
1 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp Dijon mustard
2 tbsp brown sugar
1 tbsp dry mustard 
1 1/2 tsp ground coriander
1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp pepper
1/2 tsp cayenne pepper

In a bowl combine walnuts, almonds,
cashews, pistachios, oil, and Dijon to coat.

Combine sugar, dry mustard coriander, salt
and pepper, toss to coat.

Bake on parchment paper lined baking
sheet in preheated 300 F oven.

Mix once until aromatic and lightly toasted
about 20 minutes.

Store for up to 1 week.
* * *

CHOCOLATE FRAPPE
6 servings
1/3 cup sugar
2 cups low fat milk
1/4 cup light chocolate syrup
1 tsp vanilla
2-6 ounce containers lowfat chocolate, vanil-
la or plain yogurt
4 ice cubes
Bittersweet chocolate shavings

Mix together, sugar and cocoa powder in a
saucepan.

Add 1/2 cup milk to sugar mixture , stir con-
stantly over medium heat for 3 minutes

Pour mixture in a blender.
Add remaining 1 1/2 cups milk, chocolate

syrup, vanilla, yogurt and ice cubes to cocoa
mixture.

Blend and process until smooth.
Pour into glasses and sprinkle with choco-

late shavings.
* * *

NACHO CASSEROLE
You can make this ahead and enjoy.
This takes 5 minutes to make and 30 min-

utes to get ready.
16 ounce jarred salsa
3 cups cheddar cheese shredded
3 cups pepper jack cheese shredded
3 cups tortilla chips
15 ounce black beans drained and rinsed
6 ounce cab corn kernels

Preheat oven 350 F.
Spread half the salsa on a bottom of a casse-

role dish.
Spread out a layer of tortilla chips. Top with

a third of the shredded cheddar cheese and
half of the black beans and corn.

Top with the remaining chips and cheddar
cheese. Sprinkle the shredded pepper jack
cheese over the top.

Bake uncovered for 30 minutes.
* * *

MAGIC PEANUT BUTTER BARS
1 cup white sugar 
1 cup corn syrup 
1 cup peanut butter
2 cups cherrios
4 cups rice krispies
1 cup chocolate chips

In a medium saucepan place the white
sugar, corn syrup and peanut butter and melt
together.

Remove from heat and add the cereals.
Grease a 9 by 13 pan and pat mixture into

the pan.
Melt chocolate chips in microwave and

spread on top of the cereal mixture and
enjoy.
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delandes ad #2

JOSEPH (JOE) RIESENBACH
Joe, age 83, passed away

with his family at his side,
on April 25, 2013.

He is survived by his
beloved wife Ruth, chil-
dren Adrian (Jack)
Raizman, Ron (Perla)
Riesenbach and Jeff
Riesen; grandchildren
Joshua Raizman, Alisa
(Sean) Pihulak, Ariel,
Noah and Carmi
Riesenbach. He is also

survived by his sister Marion (Sam) Rosenberg. He was
predeceased by his parents, Jacob and Ita Riesenbach,
and his sister Jennie (Lou) Wasser.

Joe was born in Markowa, Poland and was a Holocaust
survivor. During the war he and his family were hidden
for over two years and they miraculously survived. He
never forgot his saviours and sent them parcels and
financial assistance. His family will continue this tradi-
tion to honour his memory.

Joe never missed a family event or occasion and was
adored by his grandchildren and many nephews and
nieces. Joe and Ruth recently celebrated their 61st Wed-
ding Anniversary this past March surrounded by his
family.

Joe loved his Jewish heritage and traditions and in-
stilled in his family the values he lived by: generosity,
hard work, Tzedakah (charity) and family values. He
was a man of action rather than words. His blessed
memory will forever remain in the hearts of his family.

He was an excellent fund raiser for many worthy
causes and was involved with several community or-
ganizations. In 2011 he was presented with the Shem
Tov (Good Name) award for his volunteer work.

The family would like to thank the staff at the Deer
Lodge Centre and the Grace Hospital, especially the
I.C.U., for their compassionate care in the last two
months of Joe’s life.

Funeral services were held at the Etz Chayim Syna-
gogue on April 26, 2013. Pallbearers were Jack Raizman,
Joshua Raizman, Noah Riesenbach, Sam Rosenberg,
Cary Wasser and Allen Kraut. Honorary pallbearers:
Isaac Gotfried, Chuck Frohlich, Sean Pihulak and Frank
Weinfeld.

 Donations can be made in Joe’s memory to the Holo-
caust Education Centre (204-477-7460) or the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights (204-289-2000). A memo-
rial website may be viewed at: www.riesenbach.com/joe

RIKLA MARMEL
Rikla Marmel passed

away peacefully on May
18, 2013 in her 100th year.
She was predeceased by
her parents Brachanu and
Aarenu, her sister Faiga,
her husbands Louis
Corman, Nathan
Lockshin and Max
Marmel, her daughter
Gloria Goldenstein
(George), her son in law
Harvey Lockshin
(Beverley).

She is survived by her
daughter Beverley

Lockshin (Bobby Handler), son-in law George
Goldenstein (Carol), grandchildren Arnie (Natalia),
Debra, Leonard, greatgrandchildren Larissa and Julia
Lockshin, Isabella Goldenstein. Also Ruth Joy Moser
and her children, Fae Page (Warren), Phil Moser (Ruth),
Deborah Roitman (Michael), as well as many other
relatives and close friends.

Pallbearers were Mark Kaye, Ira Kaye, Lyle Kaye,
Marshall Kneller, Jerry Finkel, and Morris Shenkarow.

Rikla came to Canada as a young girl to pursue a
better life. With her positive outlook, she enriched all
those she came in contact with. She was perceptive,
wise, compassionate, and truly a remarkable role model
for all who knew her. She truly epitomized class and
elegance, not only in the traditional sense, but with a
beautiful soul. A person as rare as Rikla comes along
once in a lifetime. She lived her life fully, loved
unconditionally, and remained an inspiration.

She will forever be missed by all those who loved her
and she loved in return.

Rikla’s memory can be honored through donations
to the Max and Rose Rady Jewish Community Center,
specifically for the benefit of the “Stay Young Pro-
gram”, or the Gwen Secter Creative Living Center.

MAURICE MARR
November 14, 1924 - May 10, 2013

It is with great sadness
that we, as a family,
mourn the loss of our dear
father Maurice (Moe)
Marr who passed away
on May 10, 2013 at the
Saul and Claribel Simkin
Centre at the age of 88.

Maurice is survived by
his three children: sons
Hartley (Daneta) of
Banff, AB and David of
Winnipeg, MB, and
daughter Sheryl of

Calgary, AB. He is also survived by his six grandchil-
dren: Tovah, Tara, Andrea, Joshua, Jared, and Jesse
and three great-grandchildren: Connor, Avery, and
Brady, as well as many nieces and nephews.

Maurice was predeceased by his cherished wife of 60
years, Daisey Marr (nee Greenberg), his parents David
and Hilda Marashinsky, his brothers Israel, Jacob,
Phillip, Earle and Myron, and his grandson Joey Marr.

Maurice was born November 14, 1924 in Winnipeg,
MB. He moved to Portage la Prairie, MB with his wife
and family in 1956. He opened their first of seven
women’s clothing stores called “Marr Fashions” which
he owned and operated until retiring to Winnipeg in
1989.

Moe was a devoted husband, father, grandfather and
great-grandfather as well as a loyal friend to all who
knew him. Moe was a firm believer in giving back to
the community. He was actively involved and a com-
mitted member of the Portage la Prairie Jewish com-
munity, the Portage Rotary Club, Portage Chamber of
Commerce and the Portage chapter of the
S.P.E.B.S.Q.S.A. where he sang in many concerts
locally in a barber-shop quartet called “The
Marshmellowes”. Since moving to Winnipeg, Moe
became an active member of the Temple Shalom
Congregation and Choir.

Moe will be remembered for his many strengths - his
genuine kindness and generosity, his positive, caring
attitude, his great sense of humour, his love of life and
his strong devotion to his family and friends.

Moe will be remembered as a gifted artist. His
creative talents include drawing, woodworking, oil
painting, and sculpting. Moe became one of the found-
ing members of the Manitoba Institute of Sculptors and
Artists - many of his sculptures have been displayed
and sold in exhibitions in and around Winnipeg and in
other parts of the world.

The Marr family extends their sincere gratitude to all
of the staff at the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre for
their continued care, compassion and support of our
father.

In lieu of flowers, donations in his memory may be
made to the Parkinson’s Society; the Diabetes Society
of Manitoba, and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

MARVIN BARRY GLASS
February 24, 1943 – May 17, 2013

Marvin passed away
peacefully at home in
Ottawa with the love of
his life, Lynda Davies, at
his side.

Born and raised in Win-
nipeg, Marvin moved to
Ottawa via Kingston in
the late sixties and
worked as a professor at
Carleton University. His
teaching focused on
Marxist and feminist phi-

losophy. Spending forty years of his life at Carleton,
Marvin was a popular and respected professor among
his students and was renowned for his wit, his intelli-
gence and his ability to instill critical thinking in his
students.

Marvin was a well-known social activist in Ottawa,
loved and esteemed by a cadre of friends and support-
ers. He was a tireless fighter for the rights of working
people and, alongside Lynda, his partner of 25 years, he
championed many causes in support of social justice
and peace. He was recently recognized by the Instituto
Cubano de Amistad con los Pueblos (ICAP) for his
leading role in founding the Canadian Network on
Cuba (CNC) and in serving as its co-chairperson for
four years. Many will remember Marvin as a candidate
for the Communist Party of Canada in provincial and
federal elections.

Predeceased by his parents Louis and Esther Glass of
Winnipeg, Marvin is survived by his brother David,
sister-in-law Rochelle and their children Kimberley
(Jonathan Shapiro, Sydney & Ethan) and Colin and by
Lynda’s brothers Jim and Gerry Davies.

Marvin will be remembered as a man committed to
revolutionary politics, a friend, a teacher, a philoso-
pher, a fellow activist and comrade and a loving part-
ner.

Many thanks to all Marvin’s friends who called,
visited and sent messages over the last few months.
Marvin was cared for over the five year period of his
illness by an incredible number of compassionate and
knowledgeable health care providers including doc-
tors, nurses, technicians, therapists and social workers.
The palliative care team that surrounded him in his
final weeks was also remarkable.

At Marvin’s request there will be no funeral or
memorial service. If friends wish to do something in
Marvin’s memory he would be honoured most if eve-
ryone he knew continued to do their best to change the
world.

Memories and condolences can be shared online at
lifeplace.basicfunerals.com. Lynda would love to hear
from you.

Deadline for the
June 12
 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, June 6
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MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
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Unveiling

The family of the late

LAILA

SILVERBERG
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, June 9, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late

LESLIE

NEPON
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, June 9, 2013
at 10:45 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In loving memory of

HARRY AARON

BORODKIN
who passed away

June 24, 2000
21 Days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BARRY

DEVERE

who passed away

June 4, 2002
24 days in Sivan

You will always be
remembered in our thoughts

and forever in our hearts

Never forgotten

Your loving family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DIANA

(DINTZIE)

GLOBERMAN
who passed away

June 13, 1993
24 days in Sivan

— Remembered with love and
sadly missed by her family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents

TYE ASPER
who passed away
June 25th, 1990
25 Days in Sivan

ROY ASPER
who passed away

June 2, 2002
22 Days in Sivan

Beautiful memories will always live in the hearts of those near and
dear to you.
— Your loving children, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOLOMON

KNIGHT
who passed away

June 26, 1992
25 Days in Sivan

To live in the hearts
You have left behind
Is not to die.
—Loving you forever and
always. Your loving wife Rose,
Paul, Marcia and Ira, Alan
and Brenda, Joshua, Michael,
Sarah, Sean, Sara and Sal.

21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

DORIS KASS
who passed away

June 28, 1992
28 Days in Sivan

SAMUEL KASS
who passed away

June 27, 2000
24 Days in Sivan

Time goes by but the memories stay
Never more than a thought away
Lovingly remembered every day
No need for words except to say

Sadly missed, forever in our hearts
Your loving children & grandchildren

In loving memory of

JACK

KOFFMAN
who passed away

June 11, 1993
22 Days in Sivan

We will forever miss
the warmth of his smile,
the goodness of his heart,
and his unqualified love,
support and kindness.
We love and miss you.
— Your loving wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MARVIN

LEVINE
who passed away
June 14th, 1993

25 Days in Sivan, 5753
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DORA

LIEBERMAN
who passed away

June 25, 2011
23 days in Sivan

—Missed every day by her
husband Aron, children and
grandchildren.In loving memory of

SAM NEPON
who passed away

June 9, 1999
25 Days in Sivan

In Memoriam

14th Yahrzeit 2nd Yahrzeit

Sadly missed and always in our hearts
— Forever  remembered  by their loving family.

In loving memory of

PEARL NEPON
who passed away

June 16, 2011
15 days in Sivan

Irving

Wexler
who passed away

March 1, 1956
18 days in Adar

Sipa

Wexler-Chafetz
who passed away

June 6, 1999
22 days in Sivan

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEATRICE

MARKSON
who passed away

May 30, 1986
22 Days in Iyar, 5746

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

DANIEL

BUTLER
June 10 - 2001

Dear Danny,
On this twelfth anniversary
our memories and love stay
strong.
- With love Annette, Nadine,
Pat,  Marc, Liam and Danielle.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDWARD

COWAN
October 24, 1942 -

June 11, 2002
First day of Tamuz, 5762

With each passing day
You are always in our hearts
Gone too soon
But never forgotten

— Sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL DAVID

DREMAN
who passed away

June 22, 1974
3 Days in Tammuz

Your memory is your keepsake
From which we'll never part.
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our heart.
—His loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sisters-in-
law.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved

father and grandfather

LEIBLE

HERSHFIELD
who passed away

June 18, 1999
4 days in Tamuz

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren and
the many, many people whose
lives he touched.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

KATIE

KIRSHNER
who passed away

June 7, 1995
9 Days in Sivan

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by her nieces,
nephews and friends.

In loving memory of

RUSSEL

KOWALL
who passed away

June 18, 1996
1st day in Tammuz

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
our dear father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

DAVID B.

MARGOLESE
who passed away

July 10, 1986
3 Days in Tammuz

—Sadly missed, never
forgotten by  children Phyllis,
Martin, Joel, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

27th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAMUEL

MEDOFF
who passed away

June 27, 1979
2 Days in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by all of his family
and friends.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MEYER L.

RUDELIER
who passed away

June 17, 1988
2nd day in Tammuz

—Lovingly remembered by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

July 2, 2003
2 Days in Tamuz

— You will always and forever
be remembeered with love by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HERSCH

ZENTNER
who passed away

June 11, 2002
2nd Day of Tamuz

“And when my journey takes
me to the end of  the road of life,
Beyond time's hidden bend,
I hope my fellow travelers
can say with truthful hearts
– a good man passed this way”
—Forever loved and
remembered by your wife
Lillian, daughters Pam and
Ali, son-in-law Jason,
grandson Jonah, relatives
and friends.

In Memoriam

IRENE VERIN
who passed away

June 28, 1987
1st day in Tammuz

WALTER VERIN
who passed away

July 19, 1995
21 days in Tammuz

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN MANDELL
who passed away

June 4, 1999
21 Days in Sivan 5759

— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEONARD

REINHORN
who passed away

June 16, 2001
26 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving wife
Myrna, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GERTIE SILVER
who passed away

June 28, 2005
21 Sivan, 5765

—Sadly missed by your
Husband, Children, Grand-
children, Great-grandchildren
and friends.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband, father and

grandfather

NORMAN

LACHTER
who passed away

June 16, 1990
23 Days in Sivan

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by,
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of the dear one we loved and
will never forget.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Molly,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STEVEN

POLLOCK
who passed away

May 22, 2010
Steven
We weren’t ready to say
goodbye .
And the hole you left in our
hearts gets deeper every day.
The loss we feel will never go
away.
We miss you so much.
— Love your mother Phyllis,
Gary and Laura, Randi,
Robby, Karen, your daughter
Lauren, and so many special
friends.

State Dept.
notes anti-

Semitism spike

WASHINGTON
(JTA) -- The U.S.
State Department's
religious freedoms
report described "a
continued global
increase in anti-
Semitism."

"Of great concern
were expressions of
anti-Semitism by
government offi-
cials, by religious
leaders, and by the
media, particularly
in Venezuela,
Egypt, and Iran," the
report released
Monday said. "At
times, such state-
ments led to dese-
cration and vio-
lence."

It noted the con-
tinued "flourishing"
of the Passover
blood libel as well
as Holocaust
denial. U.S.
Secretary of State
John Kerry noted
the phenomenon in
introducing Ira
Forman, the new
envoy to combat
anti-Semitism.

"Ira has long been
a champion of fair
treatment for all,
and he has worked
extensively to com-
bat intolerance,"
Kerry said of
Forman, who has
been a longtime
campaigner for the
Democratic Party in
the Jewish commu-
nity.



Prince William and his wife, Catherine,
Duchess of Cambridge had done something
holy that even most Jews would not have
thought to do.

They became sensitive to gossip.
The media reported that for six months the

couple had, during their ten year relationship,
experienced a break up. Kate refused to talk
to the media about it. One might have under-

stood the inclination, under the circumstances, to let the fire of rage
take hold, for her to uncork it to anyone who’d listen – including a
very attentive paparazzi, that’d be too ready to print any sordid details.

But she refused.
She confided in a few friends. Those friends who leaked information

to the press were swiftly called “ex-friends.”
Harsh, you say? Besides the betrayal, one has to wonder what else

these “friends” were saying about her to others. This is the very defin-
ition of the anti-friend.

In Judaism, talking about another is called Lashon Hara – actually
“evil speech” – which I addressed in my last column, that has poten-
tial to humiliate and harm. What’s worse, evil speech cannot be
undone.

Lashon Hara is considered any kind of words or gesture about anoth-
er person, any kind of information or opinion that colours another’s
perception of someone else.

Indeed, even unadulterated, pure, distilled truth about someone
shared with another person can be considered, according to the Torah,
“evil speech.” Because one just doesn’t know how that information
will be used, abused or perceived.

There is a legendary story that teaches the importance of guarding
our tongues:

A man confesses to his rabbi that he is guilty of talking badly about
others, and asks the rabbi what is required to make things right again.
The rabbi tells him to take a pillow, tear it into pieces, spread the
feathers into the wind, and then come back for more instructions. 

When the man returns, the rabbi tells him he’ll need to go back and
pick up all of the feathers. “The feathers by now have scattered
throughout the village!” the man says. “Precisely,” the rabbi says.

“And so too has the damage you have caused to your neighbour’s
reputation.”

The worst evil speech is publicly ruining another’s good name and
their character, what writer Dennis Prager refers to as “the rape of a
name”. 

There are people who’ll dig for garbage about someone - secrets,
mistakes, oversights, slip-ups, and faults - and find it useful to spread
it around, to anyone who’ll lend an ear.

To take one popular example, person A tells person B about the fight
they’re having with person C. 

It is a surefire way to take snipes stealthily and seek validation. The
gossiper never has their ideas properly challenged, as they are self-
congratulating and validating their point of view.

The speaker of Lashon Hara seeks to influence others, and to rein-
force the ‘legitimacy’ of their side. 

They thrive on popularity of opinion. Which is to say: “if you haven’t
found a reason to think less of so-and-so up until now, don’t worry –
you will after I tell you the following…”

Sometimes this is subtly masqueraded as voicing a concern, or try-
ing to “solve” a relationship issue. It is really nursing their enmity with
the reinforcement of a sympathetic ear.

In Biblical times, those who spoke badly about another would
receive tzaras, a skin blemish.

Rashi brings in that the reason why birds were offered as a sacrifice
for the process of purifying tzaras was because birds constantly chirp,
symbolic of opening up the mouth and speaking for the world to hear. 

In fact, birds were the first offering at the Temple on Yom Kippur,
securing a special place for Lashon Hara’s frequency of occurrence,
and weight of sin.

The person who acquires this “gossiping-leprosy” must have the
lesions inspected by a High Priest, and then be placed into exile until
the skin heals. Since gossiping caused the separation of friends by
speaking against others, fittingly, the speaker should be separated from
others (Talmud Erchin 16b).

Sometimes, when a person is tempted to speak Lashon Hara, the yet-
zer hara (evil inclination), rather than use his “reducing lens” to min-
imize another’s flaw, he instead magnifies the severity of the subject’s
misdeed, so that the speaker becomes convinced that the subject is a
bad person and that it is a virtue to ridicule him.

A Jew should take the opposite approach - he should judge his
neighbour favorably, and minimize his fellow’s apparent blemishes.

Will and Kate just celebrated their second wedding anniversary, and,
given the public interest in their lives, one can bet they’ve learned
how to be careful with their own words, and choose friends who do

the same. Instead of the public being obsessed with their scandals,
pregnancy and fashions, there is actually something holy to learn from
the royal couple.

Good books on the topic include Lori Palatnik and Bob Burg’s
“Gossip,” and Joseph Telushkin’s “Words That Hurt, Words That Heal.” 
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For your contemplation

Words of Mass Destruction – the perils of gossip

By

DAVE GORDON

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, May 31 - Candle Lighting: 9:10. Mincha: 9:10. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:10.

Shabbat ends:10:20
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Morning services: 8:00
Mincha/maariv service for week of June 2-6: 9:15
Friday, June 7 - Candle Lighting: 9:16. Mincha: 9:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Mincha: 9:20.

Shabbat ends: 10:27
Mincha/Maariv for June 9-13: 9:20

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, May 31 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

9:10 p.m.
Saturday, June 1 - Shelach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:20 p.m. 
Sunday, June 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, June 3 - Thursday, June 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, June 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

9:16 p.m.
Saturday, June 8 - Korach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 10:27 p.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Sunday, June 9 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Monday, June 10-Thursday, June 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m. Monday, June 10 - Congregation Etz Chayim Golf Tournament.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, May 31 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 9:09 PM
Shabbat, June 1 - Parashat Shelach - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00

PM; Havdallah 10:10 PM
Friday, June 7 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 9:15 PM
Shabbat, June 8 - Parashat Korach / Rosh Chodesh Tammuz - Morning Service 9:00 AM;

Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 10:16 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays

9:00 AM
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue

office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Parshat - Shelach Lecha May 31 – June 01 – Kabbalat Shabbat 7:15 pm, Shacharit 9:30

am, Minchah, 8:00 pm, Shabbat Ends 10:21 pm.
Parshat – Korach June 7 - 8 - Kabbalat Shabbat 7:30 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah,

8:00 pm, Shabbat Ends 10:29 pm.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and

Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, May 31 at 9:10 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - SHELACH.. Blessing of New

Month. Mincha Service at 9:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:20 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:15 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, June 7 at 9:16 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:00

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - KORACH. ROSH CHODESH

TAMMUZ. Mincha Service at 9:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 10:27 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 9:20 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding:
Friday May 31, 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elaine and Elliott Saunders
Saturday June 1, 12pm Yoga Shalom. Saturday June 1, 7:30pm Movie Night “Dirty

Dancing” Show time 7:30pm. Bring your friends! Admission is free. There will be treats,
wine and soft drinks. Discussion to follow, led by Anita Moeller.

Wednesday June 5, 1:30pm Health & Wellness Program “Phil’s Phavorites” 
Friday June 7, 7:30pm Shabbat Service with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday June 8, 12pm Yoga Shalom. Saturday June 8, 7:30pm Adult Ed and Havdallah.

Program TBA

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES



It’s a fact of life that fund raising is a
business and if you are involved in it,
such as the “Y” Sports Dinner com-
mittee is, you go big or you go home.
You have to, because at the Rady JCC
the funds raised from the annual event
- close to $200,000 in 2012 - can at
times be spread paper thin due to the
countless demands by so many needy
folk of all ages in the community. 

Speaking of going big, the Sports Dinner volunteers have
always judiciously brought in the best guest speakers any-
where, and the dinner ranks right up there with the best - not
only in Manitoba, but in the entire country. The key, of
course, is “star power”, so you take the elastic off the
bankroll because the sweetness of cheapness can rapidly turn
tasteless.

So, for the 41st “Y” Sports Dinner at the Winnipeg Convention
Centre, to be held Thursday, June 13th, the sports committee has once
again turned to a National Football League QB superstar, who didn’t
come cheap: Drew Brees, the 2009 Super Bowl MVP winning quar-
terback.

Pro football signal callers have, of course, been summoned here as
guest speakers in the past and describing the invitees as legendary
wouldn’t, by any stretch of the imagination, be a gross understate-
ment.

Back in 1983, 1984, and 1987 guests broke bread with the likes of
Terry Bradshaw, Bart Starr and Doug Flutie. Since the latter keynote
speaker was here 20 years ago, the committee in 2007, 2009 and
2011 introduced you to Warren Moon, Peyton Manning, and Joe
Montana respectively.

Brees is still on top of his game, and it struck me back in the winter
when it was announced that the former Purdue University grad who,
as a two-time Heisman Trophy finalist,  led the Boilermakers to a Big
Ten Championship and Rose Bowl appearance during the 2000 sea-
son, appears to me to be a prototype Canadian Football League QB:
The smaller variety that often turn to our Canadian game to finish out
their careers. 

Brees, I imagined, would also have been an immense draw at
Winnipeg’s new stadium, especially since the signal-caller situation
with the Bombers appears to be somewhat iffy at this juncture. Now,
had somebody fabricated such a story - indulge me in my fantasy for
a moment please - that they heard that an aging 34-year-old pro NFL
QB, who is just an even six feet in height – small by NFL standards,
and weighs 209 lbs, is reportedly on his way to Winnipeg in early
June; and that he was in the class of former CFL’rs Doug Flutie and
Warren Moon, the local media would have swooned; not to mention
the Grey-Cup hungry Bomber supporters. 

Brees, who was taken by San Diego in Round Two of the 2001 NFL
draft played with the Chargers until 2005, then with the Saints, was
born in Austin, Texas. He is the son of Mina (née Akins), an attorney,
and Eugene (Chip) Brees 11, a prominent trial lawyer. Brees was
named after one-time Dallas Cowboys wide receiver Drew Pearson. 

On the gridiron, Number Nine has won awards too numerous to
recount. In brief, he has been selected to the Pro Bowl seven times in

his career. He was the NFL’s
“Comeback Player of the Year” in 2004
and named the NFL “Offensive Player
of the Year” in 2008 and 2011. 

During his Super Bowl victory in
2009, Brees tied Tom Brady’s record for
most completions,  and he is the sole
QB in NFL history to reach 400-plus
yards passing in consecutive playoff
games - something he accomplished in
three straight postseason games.

And, last, but not least, Brees holds
the NFL record for most consecutive
games with a passing touchdown, at
54. According to NFL Networks “Top

10 Records Never to be Broken,” the legendary Johnny Unitas’s 47
consecutive games with a TD pass was listed at number two. 

While Brees, who is the all-time NFL single-season leader in passing
yards (5,476) is among the top paid athletes in any sport, he also has,
just like the volunteers at the Rady JCC, that charitable bent to boot. 

Brees, who has a degree in Industrial Management, and his wife,
Brittany, established the Brees Dream Foundation a decade ago and,
in that time period, committed over $17 million to help improve the
quality of life for patients suffering from cancer. In addition, their foun-
dation provides care, education, and opportunities for children and
families in need. 

So that’s the gentleman whom you’ll meet at the upcoming sports
dinner. I understand that tickets are moving at a brisk pace. So take
advantage, since Drew Brees will in all likelihood not pass this way
again - unless, of course, my aforementioned fantasy becomes a real-
ity. 

POST PATTER:
Multi-talented sports broadcaster Michael Landsberg is back again

as Guest MC as well as Comedian Alonzo Bodden who is possibly the
best comic to appear at Y Sports Dinners to date. 

Last year the Rady JCC honoured Gail Asper, President of the Asper
Foundation. This time around Jeff Rabb and Arch Honigman of
Winpark Dorchester Properties will be under the same spotlight.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

DREW BREES
Guest speaker at “Y” Sports Dinner
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Sports

Drew Brees: A great athlete and a great supporter of the community
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

SIMON GARFINKEL: The 17-
year old was a forward and cap-
tain of the St. Paul’s Crusaders
hockey team that captured the

Free Press High School title this past season. Previously he played
with the Assiniboine Park Rangers. During the 20 game regular sea-
son with St. Paul he scored five goals and added 11 assists.  Head
Coach Rob Puchniak felt both Simon and our other hockey nomi-
nee Jayden Pollock were major contributors to the team’s success
this past season.

EZEQUIEL LUBOCKI : This almost 21-year-old who was born in
Buenos Aires, Argentina moved to Winnipeg at age 10. Soccer is his
game and he represented Manitoba at the Western Canada Games
and the Canada Summer Games as well. He was also on the Under-
17 Canadian National Team. For the past three years he has been
attending the University of Toronto. Wearing the number 18 sweater,
the mid-fielder dressed for 13 games in 2012 for the Varsity Blues
scoring three goals and for the second year in a row was named a
first-team all-star. 

Previously, Ezequiel was also named Manitoba’s 2009 youth play-
er of the year, and he was also twice named the athlete of the year. 

JAYDEN POLLOCK : Wearing Number 19 for the St. Paul’s
Crusaders, Jayden was an assistant captain, and forward  in his sec-
ond season on the team that won the Free Press division in the
Winnipeg High School league. He also previously played for the
Assiniboine Park Rangers. Jayden scored 15 goals and added 15
assists during the 20 game regular season, and added 4 goals and 6
assists for 10 points in the nine game  playoffs series. Jayden set up
and recorded an assist on the game winning overtime winner that
gave the Crusaders their 4-3 overtime victory in the third and decid-
ing best of 3 games series championship against Sturgeon Creek
when St. Pauls won the Free Press Division Crown.

Athlete of the Year
Continued from page 1.

congregation consists of all age
groups, from infants to senior cit-
izens. There is a contingent of
long term, committed Jewish

Winnipeggers who attend. As well, we have a substantial number
of immigrant members, many of whom are young Jewish fami-
lies.” 

Seiff and her fellow board members are appealing to the larger
community for financial and other support to allow the congrega-
tion to continue functioning. “Jewish Winnipeg has a lot of unmet
needs, especially in terms of education, from toddlers to adult
education, and everything in between,” she says. “We have amaz-
ing ideas about education, programming and worship for the
future. We aim to revolutionize and re-inspire the many Jews on
the edges of our community, and those seeking a meaningful
Jewish experience…but we need you.”

Seiff reports that in addition to seeking funding, the congrega-
tion is looking for locations to hold its services and events 

“We are exploring all the options,” she says. “We have contin-
ued this long because our board of volunteers has worked long
and hard hours to try to make this a success. Despite some nega-
tive and difficult experiences, we have succeeded! We are proud
of the vibrant congregation we’ve created together. We welcome
your support, contributions and ideas.” 

Pinsker
Continued from page 1.
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Community news

Ken Kronson honoured with 
Mayor’s Volunteer Service Award

Long time Rady JCC volunteer, Ken Kronson
was awarded the Mayor’s Volunteer Service
Award at the 30th Volunteer Awards presented
by Volunteer Manitoba on Wednesday, April
24th, 2013. The Awards Dinner is designed to
publicly recognize the remarkable contributions
made by volunteers across Manitoba. 

Ken is a dynamic individual who has commit-
ted himself to improving community life in
Winnipeg for over 40 years, through volunteer
work. Born and raised in Winnipeg, Ken
Kronson has been involved with the local sports
community in various capacities. 

Of all of Ken Kronson’s achievements - one
stands above the rest. He is behind the success of
the “Y” Sports Dinner, the annual fundraiser
which benefits the Rady Jewish Community
Centre (formerly YMHA). As the leader of the “Y”
Sports Dinner for the past 40 years, Ken was the
major driving force since its inception in 1972. 

In the time he has served as Chair of the
Dinner, Ken has nurtured its growth to one of the
key events in Winnipeg raising over $4 million
since its inception. Its success has even spread
out to other cities in North America, with many
other JCC’s now holding sport dinners in their
communities.

“Ken has been responsible for raising millions of dollars during his
tenure as Chair of the Sports Dinner,” shares Gayle Waxman, exec-
utive director of the Rady JCC. “And as a result Ken has touched the
lives of thousands of people and made their lives better.”

The impact of the Sports Dinner can be easily seen through the suc-
cess of Rady JCC. The funds that are raised from the “Y” Sports Dinner
help to fund programs and camps, reaching 3,200 children a year,
helping them to stay active and develop leadership skills. It keeps
families active and connected to the community. It reaches out to
seniors, and shapes the community’s future well-being through its
youth programs. As well, it provides over $200,000 in subsidies each
year for families experiencing economically hard times, programs for
children and youth with special needs, and programs that promote
the well being of people living with chronic illnesses or recovering
from cancer. In 2012, the Rady JCC renamed its annual volunteer
awards to the Ken H. Kronson Kehilla Award as a tribute to his hard
work and contributions.

Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson
Apts. for rent

3 rm 1 bed $678.00
4 rm 2 bed $795.00

All utilities inc. with rent
Balcony, elevator

To view phone
 Astroid Mgt.

204-338-4671   Ext. 2227

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E PA I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

C E R A M I C  T I L E

Cottage/Home

Gimli - Loni Beach

34 Vaughan Ave.,

Fully furnished, rebuilt 1998
Fully winterized

Great room & 3 bedrooms
Open ceiling -

cedar/pine throughout
Baseboard heating
Price: $179,900.00

Call (204) 947-5900,

Skyline Realty Inc.

skylinerealty@shaw.ca

F O R  S A L E

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
204-453-5178

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TAT E
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KEN 
KRONSON: 

“I encourage
everyone to
contribute to
our communi-
ty by volun-
t e e r i n g .
Vo l u n t e e r s
bring us closer
together as
families and as
communities,
through their
commitment.”
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S E I N F E L D ’ S

CALL OR VISIT US AT 204-947-0207  | MANITOBA.JNF.CA

TUESDAY, JUNE 4, 2013  | CENTENNIAL  CONCERT HALL 

JASON ALEXANDER!

HONOURING arab jew  sh

NEGEV GALA
ONLY A FEW DAYS LEFT TO GET TICKETS!

SEE HIM AT THIS YEAR’S
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