
Former Israel Ambassdor to UN
Israel can defend itself from a

nuclear-powered Iran
By MYRON LOVE

Israel is a strong country that can take care
of itself, Dore Gold assured close to 700
Winnipeggers attending the annu-
al Sol and Florence Kanee
Distinguished Lecture on
Monday, April 26, at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue. And Israel
knows what to do if (or rather,
when at this point) Iran should
become a nuclear power, he
added.

Israel’s former United Nations
representative also noted that it is
not too late to stop if there’s the
political will. “The lack of politi-
cal will is the biggest problem we
face in dealing with Iran and its
drive to nuclear power status,”
Gold said. “The Western powers
keep putting off facing the issue.
It’s like someone putting off
going to the hospital for an oper-
ation.”

Gold was the fifth speaker in
the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada’s Sol and
Florence Kanee series. The lec-
ture series was initiated to hon-
our Sol Kanee, a community
leader who has been described as one of the most influential Jewish
figures on the world stage during the second half of the 20th century.
Kanee lived long enough to attend the first lecture. He died in 2007
at the age of 98.

The American-born Gold, also a former foreign policy advisor to
Israeli Prime Ministers Benjamin Netanyahu (in his first go round in
the position) and Ariel Sharon, is currently the President of the
Jerusalem Centre for Foreign Affairs. He was introduced by expatriate
Winnipegger Max Steinkopf, the son of the late community leaders
Maitland and Helen Steinkopf.

(Steinkopf, now a London, England-based businessman, recalled
that his parents and the Kanees were close friends. “Sol was almost a
second father to me, especially after my own father died,” Steinkopf
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DORE GOLD, former foreign
policy advisor to Israeli Prime
Ministers Benjamin Netanyahu
and Ariel Sharon. He is current-
ly the President of the Jerusalem
Centre for Foreign Affairs.

Toronto Launch Held May 2

Coming of Age Picks up Major Awards
Story & photos by BERNIE BELLAN

Ex-Winnipeggers came out
in force in Toronto on Sunday,
May 2 for the Toronto launch
of Allan Levine’s best-selling
book Coming of Age - A
History of the Jews of
Manitoba.

Levine’s book has just
recently won two prestigious
awards:  The  McNally
Robinson Manitoba Book of
the Year Award, which came
with a $5,000 prize, and a
Canadian Jewish Book Award
(in the history category).

(The Canadian Jewish Book
Awards will be presented
May 27 at the Koffler Centre
in Toronto.)

The McNally Robinson
award was presented at the
Manitoba Book Awards evening, held Sunday, April 25 at the Franco-
Manitobain Centre.

The book had been nominated in a total of four categories. As
Levine wryly noted in an interview he gave to the Free Press’s Morley
Walker, “Who knew?” 

“I wrote about Jews during WWII, in
every part and era of Europe, and
nothing. Clearly the trick was writing
about Jews at home!”

Also winning a top award at the
Manitoba Book Awards was Eva
Wiseman, who won the $2,500
McNally Robinson Book of the Year
Award (older category) for her young-
adult novel, Puppet. 

Wiseman will also receive a
Canadian Jewish Book Award in the
children’s category.

In a related story, Coming of Age
had its Toronto launch this past
Sunday at the flagship Indigo book-
store on Yonge Street. 

ALLAN LEVINE at the Toronto book
launch of Coming of Age with two
former  classmates (whose pictures
are on the cover of the book, along
with Allan’s - as members of the
1962 Talmud Torah kindergarten):
(l) PERCY FINK and ED APPLE-
BAUM.

EVA WISEMAN
also a winner of a
Manitoba Book Award
along with a Canadian
Jewish Book Award for her
children’s book, Puppet.

(Cont. on page 17. See “Toronto”.)



said.)
Gold’s topic for the evening was “The

Iranian Threat; Myths and Realities” which
covered some of the same ground as his

most recent book, “The Rise of Nuclear Iran: How Tehran Defies the
West”.

“No subject is more important today in the security or so poorly
understood as the potential for a nuclear Iran,” he noted.

He identified three misconceptions currently out there concerning
Iran and its nuclear program: The first misconception, he noted, is that
diplomacy has not been given a chance. On the contrary, the
Europeans – led by Germany, England and France – engaged in diplo-
matic negotiations with Iran from 2003 – a few months after Iran’s
nuclear program was exposed by Iranian dissidents – until 2005.
Nothing came of them. In fact, he said, after those negotiations came
to an end, the Iranian negotiator admitted in public that Iran had never
had any intention of negotiating the matter seriously, but just used the
time to further its nuclear program

Iranians are Shiite Moslems, he explained. “That is, they believe that
the Moslem leadership should be through the descendants of Ali,
Mohammed’s son-in-law. That is a minority position in the Moslem
World. Most Moslems are Sunni and adhere to the Caliphate.

“In the Iranian Shiite tradition, there is a term called takiya,” Gold said.
“That means deception. Takiya was a strategy of survival for minority
Shiites living in a Sunni world. Takiya is an important aspect of Iranian
diplomacy. But western leaders and diplomats don’t want to acknowl-
edge that negotiations have failed and deception was involved.”

Gold pointed out that President’s Obama’s efforts to “engage” Iran
are in line with the consensus within the American “foreign policy
establishment”. To that end, the President has “magnanimously”
addressed the Iranian people, President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and
even sent a personal letter to the Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei. The Iranian response, Gold reported, has been derisive.
Iran’s leadership sees in Obama’s entreaties weakness, a view further
supported by announced American and Western deadlines for Iran to
resume negotiations – deadlines that have come and gone with no
consequences.

The American Congress is working on a bill that would attempt to
cut off fuel supplies to Iran (which produces oil but lacks the capaci-
ty to process the oil), Gold reported, but the President and adminis-
tration haven’t given any indication that they would support such

sanctions.
Gold added that the Iranians

have noted that North Korea has
developed nuclear weapons
without suffering any conse-
quences, even though most
world leaders agree that this is a
bad thing.

The second misconception that
Gold identified is that Ali
Khamenei is opposed to Iran
developing nuclear weapons and
issued a fatwa (a ban) to that
effect. Gold noted that that was
reported last summer in
Newsweek, one of America’s
more prominent magazines.

“The trouble is that no one has
been able to find such a fatwa,”
Gold said. “I asked experts who
searched and found nothing. It’s
a classic case of takiya.”

The third misconception is that
Iran lacks the missiles to deliver a
nuclear warhead. Gold cited a
report from the East-West
Institute, a think tank which is
partially funded by Russia, which claimed that Iran lacked solid fuel
rockets. The day after the report was released, Iran test fired a solid fuel
rocket.

Gold noted that Iranian missiles can hit Europe.
With much of the world seemingly ready to accept Iran as a nuclear

power, Gold noted, the consensus seems to be that mutual nuclear
destruction would restrain Iran from actually using their nuclear
weapons. The argument is that the Revolutionary Guard, rather than
the Mullahs, now run the country, and are more reasonable. On the
contrary, Gold said, the Revolutionary Guards are more radical than
most of the Mullahs. President Ahmadinejad and the Revolutionary
Guard are believers in the imminent reappearance of the 12th Imam –
also known as the Mahdi – who disappeared in 873 CE. They would
be interested in trying to speed up the Mahdi’s return by creating a sit-
uation of chaos.

So what does a nuclear Iran mean for the Middle East? Gold said that
he doubts that Iran would actually use its nuclear bombs. Rather, hav-
ing nuclear weapons would allow Iran to turn up the volume in its
support of terrorism throughout the region and its attempts to under-
mine Sunni Moslem states such as Saudi Arabia and Jordan. 

“When Pakistani-based terrorists attacked Bombay in November,
2008, and murdered more than 250 people (including Chabad Rabbi
Gavriel Holtzberg and his wife Rivka), India held back from respond-
ing with an assault on Pakistan because Pakistan has nuclear weapons.

Gold pointed out that Hezbollah is not an indigenous Lebanese
movement but rather an Iranian militia that has tentacles throughout
the Middle East.

“If Iran becomes a nuclear power, Israel will have to be considerably
more careful about its defence,” he says. “It will be very important for
Israel to retain control of the Jordan Valley to prevent arms smuggling
into the West Bank. Israel gave up the Philadelphi route along the
Gaza-Egyptian border as part of the withdrawal from Gaza. As a result,
Hamas has been able to smuggle in enormous quantities of weapons
and send men out to receive training in Iran in firing missiles.”

He further pointed out that the oft misquoted UN Resolution 242 –
which was passed a few months after the 6-Day War in June, 1967 –
does not require Israel to withdraw to the pre-1967 borders but rather
to negotiate “defensible” borders.

When asked why the West doesn’t seem to be taking the threat of a
nuclear Iran more seriously, Gold suggested that one reason is that
there are a lot of economic interests involved. He also suggested that if
Iran were located in Europe, it would be a different story. Because the
country is in the Middle East, the West has a mental block about it.

“Prime Minister Steven Harper and Michael Ignatieff both under-
stand the seriousness of the Iranian threat,” Gold said. “Right now,
Canada’s Prime Minister is one of Israel’s best friends.”

Gold reported that his institute is working up a case of incitement to
commit genocide – under the 1948 United Nations Genocide Clause
- against Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad. He said that the
case has had a lot of input from Member of Parliament Irwin Cotler
(who is well known in our community).

“I would like to see Canada’s Ambassador to the United Nations
introduce the case against Ahmadinejad at the Security Council with
the support of like-minded countries,” Gold said. “I wouldn’t expect
to see Ahmadinejad on trial in The Hague any time soon, but it would
give the Iranian leadership pause for thought.’
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Dore Gold
(Cont. from page 1.)

MAX STEINKOPF: “Sol was
almost a second father to me,
especially after my own father
died.”

Studies look at ways to save Jordan River
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Large sections of the lower Jordan River could

dry out by next year unless the region's countries take action, accord-
ing to two studies.

Some 400 million cubic meters of water are needed to restore the
river, the reports have found.

The studies were presented Sunday by EcoPeace/Friends of the Earth
Middle East at an international conference held in Amman, Jordan.
Jordanian, Israeli and Palestinian experts joined to write the studies.

The section of the Jordan River in danger of running dry runs from
Lake Kinneret to the Dead Sea.

Israel, Jordan and Syria divert 98 percent of the Jordan River's flow
for each country's use.

One report, titled "An environmental flows report on the rehabilita-
tion of the Lower Jordan River," calls on the governments of the region
to work together toward the river's rehabilitation as a concrete project
of the Middle East peace process. According to the study, Israel would
contribute 220 cubic meters of water, Syria 100 cubic meters and

Jordan 90 cubic
meters.

The second study,
"An economic
analysis of policy
options for water
conservation in
Jordan, Israel and
Palestine," identifies
more than 1 billion
cubic meters of
water that could be
saved and made
available from the
water economies of
Israel, Jordan and a
future Palestinian
state for other pur-
poses, including
fairer share and
reviving the Lower
Jordan River, by
stopping poor water
practices.

Mother’s Day Jewelry Sale

FROM ISRAEL TO 
YOU WITH LOVE!

AMARO & DANON 
JEWELRY 

THE PERFECT GIFT 
FOR ANY MOTHER 

By appointment only
SHOSH SHALEV-MINUK
204-832-9111
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Michael Ignatieff was in Winnipeg April 24
as part of a whirlwind tour of this city and
Portage la Prairie that saw him appear at var-
ious venues.

As part of his Winnipeg visit, Ignatieff paid
a visit to the Asper Jewish Campus - his first-
ever visit there, he noted.

During his visit, he sat down with Jewish
Post & News editor Bernie Bellan for a real
one-on-one interview. Following is that inter-
view:

JP&N: I’m going to start with the requisite
question - you’re here at the Asper Centre,
you’re following a line of Conservative politi-
cians who have been here. I asked Minister
(of Finance) Flaherty when he was here: “This
(Winnipeg South Centre) must be a very hotly
contested riding for a series of Conservative
cabinet ministers to be here” - (referring to Flaherty, Jason Kenney and
Vic Toews) - so I’m going to ask you the same question:

Obviously, you must also think this is going to be a very hotly con-
tested riding in the next election. Otherwise you wouldn’t be giving a
one-on-one with the Jewish Post & News. 

(Ignatieff laughs.)

JP&N: So, how do you respond to that?

Ignatieff: I don’t think that’s quite right. I’m here because the Jewish
community has done an amazing thing here - something I’ve wanted
to see for some time. What I’ve said comes from the heart. It’s truly
astounding to see the philanthropy, the commitment - not only to the
Jewish community, but to the community as a whole here.

It’s no secret - the Jewish community here has been the heart and
soul of the kind of progressive social conscience for as long as I can
remember, and my party wants to maintain good relations not only
with the community, but the values that they represent.

JP&N: But the Conservatives have made no secret that they’ve tar-
geted a number of ridings that have heavy Jewish populations, includ-
ing in Quebec and Ontario and Winnipeg South Centre. They’ve made
a claim to be the most ‘pro-Israel’ party and the Liberals are faced with
the tarnished image of having been, at best, ambivalent toward Israel,
including your own position in 2006.

How would you respond to Conservative accusations, and from oth-
ers, that the Liberals have not been as supportive of Israel as they
should have been?

Ignatieff: I think the Conservative attempt to make Israel a ‘wedge
issue’ is - how can I put it ? - really regrettable.

The Liberal Party was in power at the time of the recognition of the
state of Israel - my dad was working for the Canadian government
when Israel was recognized. The party has stood for the state of Israel
uninterruptedly and unequivocally from the moment of its recognition
to the present day. I don’t want to get into...I think it’s crazy to have a
competition in Canadian politics as to who’s Israel’s best friend.

There ought to be a bi-partisan consensus in this country that the
state of Israel has an absolute right to live in peace and security.

We’re also the party that said very clearly - at least since the 1960’s,
that there ought to be a two-state solution...that Israel will only live in
peace and security when it has a partner for peace living alongside it.

As for my story - I’ve lived in Israel, I’ve taught in Israel, I’ve been to
every part of Israel, from the Negev to the Lebanese border. I remem-
ber Misgav Am, a kibbutz that I visited in 1988 and Ben Gurion
University - where I taught.

Nobody needs to tell me what Israel stands for because I’ve lived
there, and I know it, and I have close Israeli friends who fought for
their country, so this is a country that I have a personal acquaintance
with that’s a vibrant, turbulent, democratic state. What I love about
Israel is the argument in Israel and the freedom in Israel. You can count
on me to defend that kind of state forever.

Is Israel perfect? No. But will Israel receive the unequivocal,
unflinching support of a government of Canada - a Liberal govern-
ment? You bet’cha. (doing his best Sarah Palin imitation)

JP&N: You know, I actually read “Blood and Belonging” years ago
and I wrote about it several times in our paper - coming to the defense

of the Liberal Party, especially when those fly-
ers were going out attacking you, but the theme of the “narcissism of
minor differences”, as I recall...you didn’t talk about the Israeli-
Palestinian position in that book, but if I were to put it to you that
Canada, perhaps, is in a special position to serve as an interlocutor
between the Israelis and the Palestinians, how would you respond to
that?

Ignatieff: Well, you know, my father was involved with Mike
Pearson in putting the peace keeping mission together in 1956, and
was on the UN Security Council in 1967, after the Six-Day War.
Canada (it’s not about me)...Canada has had a very active role in
working toward Middle East peace for 50 years on the basis of a pas-
sionate belief that Middle East peace is essential to global security.
Secondly, that it’s only going to come about if Israel’s right to exist is
absolutely guaranteed by the community of nations and by its neigh-
bours, and that there’s a viable Palestinian state next door that recog-
nizes Israel and ends the conflict. Canada can be one of those people
getting the two sides around the table. We currently have an impor-
tant role with relation to Palestinian security, getting the Palestinian
government up to scratch on the security side.

There’s more that we can do there...and there’s things we can do
there that the Americans can’t do, so we can play that role provided
our commitment to a two-state solution is clear.

JP&N: How do you respond to the critics, even within the Liberal
Party, some of whom have left, such as Ariela Cotler...

Ignatieff: Well, she’s come back.

JP&N: Oh, she’s come back. Oh, okay, someone’s got to update
Wikipedia then.

Ignatieff: She’s back, she’s back. She’s a good friend.

JP&N: Maybe I should run a few more names by you. I’m going by
Ezra Levant’s blog now...That’s meant as a provocation.

Ignatieff: That’s a provocation, all right.

JP&N: He’s a great fan of yours. But the optics of having someone
like Denny Codere march in a parade where the Hezbollah flag was
raised certainly couldn’t have done you any good with Jewish voters.

Ignatieff: This is, uh, ancient history. But let’s be very clear: Liberal
MP’s and Liberal candidates under my leadership will not appear on
a platform where Hezbollah flags are raised. Period. Our party can’t
have anything to do with political violence, extremism, and people
who are associated with attacks on the state of Israel. End of story. And
that’s not just in relation just to the Middle East, it’s in relation to vio-
lence having to do with ethnic extremism of any kind. Period. All
right? Our position on that has to be the same for everyone and it has
to be the same across the board, and I’ve enforced it without any vari-
ations since I became leader.

JP&N: Getting away then from the parochial positions that may con-
cern only Jews - although I don’t think this is a position that concerns
only Jews...the Liberal Party has been accused of waffling on its liber-
alism, so to speak. Would you say that you’re going to redefine the
party in more “liberal” terms in the Lloyd Axworthian sense of it?

Ignatieff: (laughs) I think this is one of these stories in the press that
doesn’t bear any connection to the reality. I joined the Liberal Party

Michael Ignatieff goes one-on-one with The Jewish Post & News 

MICHAEL IGNATIEFF (during his one-on-
one interview with BERNIE BELLAN on
April 24).

BERNIE BELLAN, MICHAEL IGNATIEFF and
Winnipeg South Centre MP ANITA NEVILLE

(Cont. on page 9. See “Michael Ignatieff”.)



What is an editor’s job?
That question is one that preoccupies any-

one who takes the title “editor”. Yet, in an era
when media are changing faster than ever, it
is becoming increasingly difficult to affix a
firm description of an editor’s duties.

First and foremost, however, any editor
must be responsible for determining the con-
tent of any publication, whether it is print or

online. 
Secondly, an editor should have some input into the particular “line”

that any publication might take, although here there is an inherent risk
that an editor might have different views than a publisher, who is ulti-
mately responsible for the content of any publication.

In the case of a small ethnic paper such as The Jewish Post & News,
since I decided to assume full responsibility for the content of this
paper and its online version as both editor and publisher, I have
thought it less important to foist my own views upon readers than to
present as wide a range of (often contradictory) views as possible.

Our readers are generally quite sophisticated when it comes to
understanding and debating issues but, unlike other Jewish newspa-
pers in North America, this paper has lately been attempting to engen-
der a deeper understanding of the issues that most concern North
American Jews.

As such, the question of Israel’s position on so many issues is one
that has been receiving a more balanced attention than had typically
been the case in the past, much to the chagrin of some.

*****
Two stories of note in this week’s issue draw attention to that con-

tinued effort to provide “balance”. The first is the personal interview
that I had with Michael Ignatieff, and the second is the report of  Dore
Gold’s speech about the dangers that Iran presents to Israel, along with
the rest of the world.

In the course of my interview with Ignatieff, I wanted to cut through
all the niceties that one might expect when a leader of a political party
is being interviewed by a small ethnic paper. The fact is, I was
approached by Ignatieff’s people to conduct the interview - not the
other way around. That, in itself, is hugely significant, since it tells
reams about how concerned the Federal Liberals are about the
prospects of losing Winnipeg South Centre to the Conservatives in the
next federal election, whenever that might be.

As a result, that concern on the Liberals’ part formed the basis of my
first question to Ignatieff. I framed it somewhat self-deprecatingly,
when I noted that he must really be worried about Anita Neville’s
prospects of being re-elected come the next election if he wanted a
“one-on-one” with The Jewish Post & News!

Naturally, Ignatieff deflected that suggestion with all the ease and
sophistication that
one would expect
from a national party
leader, yet the fact
remains that the
Conservatives have
targeted several rid-
ings that have heavy
Jewish populations -
in Toronto, Montreal,
and here in Winnipeg
South Centre. 

While Jews are
undoubtedly swayed
by the Harper govern-
ment’s consistent
attempts to depict
itself as the most
overtly pro-Israel gov-
ernment in Canadian
history, there is also a
sense of unease
among many Jews
over the prospect of
switching their votes
from Liberal to
Conservative. 

Most Canadian Jews
are traditionally small
“l” liberals, and the
Harper government’s
rightward tilt is not
something that many
of us are likely to find

appealing. As such,
Ignatieff’s more
nuanced approach to
the Middle East is one
that stands in stark con-
trast to the almost knee-
jerk support that the
Harper Conservatives
have been giving to
Israel.

And, as much as it is
somewhat welcome to
know that Israel has a
true friend in Stephen
Harper, the fact that so
much of that
Conservative support
stems from a fundamen-
talist Christian base
makes me, at least,
more than a little
uncomfortable.

*****
As far as Dore Gold’s

appearance here is concerned, while Gold made an effective case that
Iran represents a real and imminent danger, not only to Israel, but to
its own neighours as well, there are those in Israel who would argue
that the threat posed by Iran is not as severe as Gold may argue.

Israeli Defence Minister Ehud Barak, for one, has suggested that
“Iran did not pose an immediate existential threat to Israel” (in a wide-
ly quoted interview given to Haaretz on April 22). Barak went on to
say that while “Iran did not pose an immediate threat, it could evolve
into one.”

Given Iran’s internal problems - a restive population that seems to be
anxious to rid itself of the mullahs and Revolutionary Guards who
control the levers of power; an economy in tatters; and a bleak out-
look for the majority of the population, which is under the age of 25
- given to its own devices, there is a strong likelihood that Iran will
implode from its own internal contradictions.

On this point I might note that, in our last issue, we offered readers
a provocative, yet extremely well-written piece by Alon Weinberg,
that was highly critical of Israel’s treatment of Palestinians. I am
pleased to note that most readers who commented to me on that piece
were also impressed with how thoughtful it was. Of course, Myron
Love disagreed with almost everything Alon had to say, and you can
read Myron’s rebuttal on page 23.

Finally, lest anyone receive the impression that my attempts to make
this paper more balanced are being met with overall approval, there
is another letter from Mel Fogel on this page tearing yet another strip
off me. This time I won’t offer a response to Mel, as I did in our last
issue. As I promised you, Mel, you have the last word. 
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Bellan used “straw man “ argument
Apparently Bernie has missed the point of my criticism of his report

on the Mordecai Briemberg event. My criticism had nothing to do
with how Alan Dershowitz had fared in a debate he had with Norman
Finkelstein in 2003. My criticism was entirely with Bernie’s bald, gra-
tuitous and irrelevant insertion of his reference to a 2003 debate
between Dershowitz and Finkelstein in relation to the Briemberg pre-
sentation. Moreover, in making superfluous reference to the
Dershowitz-Finkelstein debate and opining that Dershowitz had been
discredited, he crossed from objective reportage into subjective edi-
torializing, and to make matters worse failed to provide any evidence
to support his conclusions regarding the Dershowitz-Finkelstein
encounter. Only now does he provide the backdrop to that debate.
Perhaps better late than never but nevertheless still missing the point
of my criticism.

In the course of his response to my letter, Bernie employs a variation
of the straw man argument. He addresses me as if I had defended
Dershowitz in his debate with Finkelstein or felt otherwise about the
substance of Dershowitz’s argument defending Israel. Nothing in my
letter mentions let alone defends the validity of or the substance of
Dershowitz’s arguments in his debate with Finkelstein. So, Bernie,
find yourself another windmill to tilt at.

MEL FOGEL

By

BERNIE BELLAN

LETTERS

Short Takes
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Belle Millo responds
Dear Mrs. Labovitch,
I’m very sorry to have missed the opportunity to have had your story and

that of your sister in Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors. I am puzzled
that you were unaware of the project. We did indeed put an ad into The
Jewish Post & News advertising the project - well over a year ago. I do have
a list of survivors, about 140, as I have mentioned and your name and cur-
rent address appear on it, although your sister’s does not. I’m sure that there
are many other survivors out there, who are unfortunately unknown to our
organization. Last May, I sent a letter out describing the project and you
were on the list of people to whom the letter was sent. I am at a loss as to
why you would not have received it. I know that as the project got moving,
people who were not on my list got in touch with me and sent me their
story. I am told that the original Manitoba Holocaust Heritage Project which
began in the early 1990s made every effort to contact all survivors in
Winnipeg. Nobody would have ever been turned away; on the contrary - it
was my hope to gather as many stories as possible. If we should ever pro-
ceed to a second edition, I would be honoured to add your stories. I would
also encourage you to participate in our presentations to students in our
Holocaust Education Centre or at our annual Holocaust Education
Symposium in May by getting in touch with Carla Divinsky at 477-7458.
We would be most grateful.

BELLE MILLO
Chair, Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre

Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada

LETTERS

Omissions in book about Holocaust survivors
Re: “Voices of Wpg. Holocaust Survivors” 
In the April 21, 2010 Jewish Post - Belle Millo states that the

above project was advertised and letters were sent to 140 sur-
vivors. I have an annual subscription to the Jewish Post but
never did see an advertisement for survivors to respond to their
history during the war. I commend Belle Millo for her project
but I never received any letters from the Holocaust Committee
and neither did my sister Susan Roitelman/Primak who lived in
Winnipeg for many years. 

Susan was also speaking about the Holocaust at the Public
Schools together with the late Hersh Zentner. But her name was
never mentioned by the Holocaust Committee of Winnipeg. As
a child Holocaust Survivor, I am hurt and offended that so many
of survivors I am well acquainted with, had the special invita-
tion to write their stories which I didn’t have the same opportu-
nity. 

Fortunately, thanks to Steven Spielberg who gave an opportu-
nity to ALL Holocaust Survivors (no exceptions) to tell their hor-
rors of the war on Video and Audio. And so my sister and I took
this advantage with great courage and gave our testimonies to
Steven Spielberg Foundation which it is now placed at Yad
Vashem in Jerusalem.

Thank you.
RUTH LABOVITCH

By DINA KRAFT
BIL’IN, West Bank (JTA) – Rami Burnat sits in his wheelchair toward

the back of a sprawling courtyard where Palestinian speakers take
turns championing the cause of nonviolent resistance.

Burnat, 29, has been disabled ever since a bullet pierced his neck in
clashes in late 2000, shortly after the second intifada began. Still an
activist, Burnat is among a small but growing number of Palestinians
trying to mount a new kind of intifada against Israel: a nonviolent one.

After years of armed struggle, which led to much bloodshed and lim-
ited gains, Palestinians like Burnat are seeking to use popular resis-
tance – including weekly marches, strikes and international boycotts
– to put pressure on Israel and mobilize world opinion in support of
the Palestinian cause.

“Hopefully, this will lead to less loss of life and injury than the armed
struggle,” he said.

Proponents hope civil disobedience, part of a strategy they call the
White Intifada, also will flummox Israeli authorities in their efforts to
crack down on protesters waving banners rather than shooting auto-
matic rifles, and cast Israeli soldiers as oppressors.

Unlike Ghandi or the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr., however, the
Palestinians who support this approach for the most part don’t appear
to be embracing nonviolence as a philosophy. Rather they see it as
part of a calculated strategy to achieve Palestinian goals.

“It’s about seeing benefits,” Burnat said. “If we don’t see them, it’s up
to us to decide what kind of resistance we would then use next.”

To be sure, the movement encompasses only a narrow swath of
Palestinian society, and even the movement’s own protests aren’t com-
pletely free of violence. In weekly demonstrations in Bil’in against
Israel’s West Bank security fence, for example, the Palestinians throw
stones. Demonstrators say the stones are a response to Israeli soldiers
shooting tear gas and rubber bullets to disperse the gatherings.

The shift to nonviolence began in Bil’in, west of Ramallah, about six
years ago, and it was in Bil’in last week that Palestinians held a three-
day conference on Palestinian popular resistance.

Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad spoke at the conference, as
did members of rival factions, including Hamas. Though the move-
ment’s leaders want it to transcend Palestinian factions, the movement
increasingly is associated with Fayyad, who is from the Fatah faction,
and who seeks to achieve Palestinian independence through nonvio-
lent popular struggle, the building of state institutions and a political
campaign.

“This is the way to end occupation,” Fayyad said at last week’s con-
ference. “It is the source of our self-empowerment, and it will lead to
the political support we need and the establishment of a Palestinian
state.”

Fayyad has said he plans to unilaterally declare Palestinian statehood
next year.

In a sign of international support for the movement, conference
attendees included representatives of 23 foreign consulates and
embassies, including from the European Union, organizers said.

Yaron Ezrahi, a Hebrew University political scientist, says it may be
too late for the Palestinians to mount an effective campaign of nonvi-
olent resistance.

Years of violence have enabled the Israeli right wing to define the
campaign against Palestinian resistance as one of security, not politi-
cal morality. Moreover, he said, Palestinian violence has unified
Israelis against what they perceive as a physical threat from
Palestinians and has led Israelis to see “the Palestinians not as victims
but as the victimizers.”

Mohammed Khatib, a member of the Bil’in Popular Struggle
Committee, acknowledged the challenges facing the effort to forge a
popular struggle – most notably the fight to win over the Palestinian
street.

“We have always said a long journey begins with small steps,” he
said. “But resistance, for it to be effective, must be taken part by all.”

The weekly protests at Bil’in remain the movement’s flagship activi-
ty. Dozens of protesters – including Palestinians, Israeli sympathizers
and international activists – set out every Friday afternoon for the out-
skirts of Bil’in, where a section of the security fence abuts the village.

Things often take a violent turn. Last Friday, for example, an Israeli-
Arab protester was hit in the head by a tear gas canister and suffered
moderate injuries.

Shlomo Dror, a spokesman for the Israeli Defense Ministry, said such
demonstrations are not nonviolent because they include stone throw-
ing and attempts to damage or break through the security fence.

“Unfortunately, these events are not quiet,” Dror said. “There is
always some level of violence connected to them. The army has no
problem with peaceful demonstrations; it’s their right to demonstrate.
Our problems begin when stones are thrown or property is damaged.”

Bil’in has been declared a closed military area in order to better
enable the army to operate there and make necessary arrests when
disorder erupts.

Movement leaders say Israeli authorities have arrested dozens of
activists connected with the protests in Bil’in and other protests across
the West Bank.

“These arrests won’t stop the movement; it’s only growing,” said
Majeeda Samara, whose husband, Abdullah Abu Rahma, was arrested
four months ago on a weapons charge.

Rahma denies the charges against him, saying his “weapons” were
a collection of empty tear gas canisters and rubber bullet casings he
had collected at demonstrations.

Uphill battle to build Palestinian nonviolent movement



Accolades were flowing for Marj Wiebe on
Wednesday, April 28, as her colleagues at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, as well as
Foundation board members and volunteers
gathered in the Kanee Foyer at the Asper
Jewish Community Campus to celebrate
Wiebe, who is leaving the Foundation after 16
years to assume a new role as Director of
Donor Relations for the Assiniboine Park
Conservancy.

“Marj has been extraordinary,” said Marcia Cowan, the Foundation’s
executive director.
“She has been my
right hand. She has
been a partner in
everything we have
done in recent
years.”

Wiebe filled many
different roles dur-
ing her time with the
Foundation. She was
involved in market-
ing, documenting
life stories, and
helping to develop
strategic long term
plans for the
Foundation just to
list a few.

“Marj and the
Foundation had an
extraordinary rela-
tionship,” recalled
David Cohen, who
was the executive
director when
Wiebe began work-
ing for the organiza-
tion.

In illustrating her
devotion to the
Foundation, Cohen
recounted one spe-
cific memory. “It
was 5:45 in the
afternoon and Marj
and Patty (her sister,
who also works for
the Foundation)
were driving home
after work,” Cohen
recalled. “They got
an idea for the
Foundation, contact-
ed me right away
and we began work-
ing on it the next
morning. Now that
kind of enthusiasm
and initiative is hard
to replace.”

Wiebe initially
came to work for the
Foundation to fill in
for her sister, Patty
Boorman, who was
taking maternity
leave. (Boorman
came to work for the
Foundation through
her mother-in-law,
Jean Boorman, who
was Cohen’s execu-
tive assistant.)

Cohen singled out,
in particular,
Wiebe’s role in mak-
ing the Endowment
Book of Life project
the roaring success
that it has become.

She wrote all the stories.
“Marj was able to capture

the essence of the partici-
pants whose stories she
wrote,” Cohen says.

Harvey Secter, representing
the Foundation’s Board of
Directors, noted that Wiebe’s
influence is heavily reflected
in every page of the Book of
Life, and that she took on the
task of improving the market-
ing of philanthropic planning
for the Foundation according
to recommendations in its
strategic plan for the new mil-
lennium.

“This is a landmark day in
my life,” said Wiebe when
she took the podium. “I am gratified and proud to have been able to
help the Foundation grow and develop.”

She noted that when she started at the Foundation, the JFM’s capital
fund stood at about $16 million. Today, the Foundation has under
management about $60 million.

Wiebe also expressed her gratitude at getting to know our Jewish
community. “I knew nothing about Jews and Judaism when I started
working here,” says Wiebe who is of Mennonite background. “I have
become familiar with your traditions, your history and even some
Yiddish expressions.”

Most of all, Wiebe spoke of how much she has enjoyed working
with her colleagues at the Foundation – recognizing each by name –
and the many Foundation volunteers. “I especially want to recognize
all the donors over the years,” she said. “I have had the opportunity to
hear many of their life stories and they will always remain special to
me.”

* * *
Shelley Chochinov was

“shocked and surprised” to
have been nominated to
receive a Volunteer Manitoba
award for her community ser-
vice over the years. The
daughter of Abe and Bertha
Arnold was one of 35 individ-
uals, groups and businesses
who were recognized on
Tuesday, April 20, at the 27th
annual Volunteer Manitoba
awards dinner and ceremony.
The event recognizes those
judged to be the province’s
best and brightest volunteers.

Chochinov, who lives on a
5 acre spread with her husband, Barry, in Anola, Manitoba, just east
of Winnipeg, has been a volunteer in the community for many years.
In particular, her efforts have been directed towards Canadian Blood
Services where she looks after children – with toys and refreshments –
while their parents donate blood.

“I have always loved working with children,” she says. “I was a child
care provider for many years.”

She has also been a long time volunteer at the Red River Ex, where
she has worked at the information booth and, more recently, a new
program for children.

“I volunteer,” she says, “because I like to help people.”
* * *

Danielle Weidman also volun-
teers because she wants to help.
In her case, her emphasis is on
children battling cancer.
Weidman, the daughter of Lorne
and Lois Weidman, and a sec-
ond-year medical student at the
University of Manitoba, became
interested in helping children
fighting cancer in high school
when she began volunteering at
the pediatric oncology unit at the
Health Sciences Centre. Six years
ago, she raised her volunteer
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Myron Love

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Longtime Jewish Foundation staff member leaving with fond memories of Jewish community

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

MARJ WIEBE with her first boss at
the Foundation (and former
Executive Director) DAVID COHEN

GREG SELINGER, Premier of
Manitoba, with SHELLEY CHOCHI-
NOV: “I volunteer because I like to
help people.”

(Cont. on page 7. See “Myron
Love”.)

DANIELLE WEIDMAN with
mother LOIS WEIDMAN



Story and photo by REBECA
KUROPATWA 

An Interfaith Holocaust
Memorial Service was held
on the afternoon of April 18
at the Truth and Life Worship
Centre.

An eclectic audience of
Jewish community members
(including Shoah survivors),
Christian community mem-
bers (including Aboriginal
representatives), and politi-
cians (including Fort Rouge
MLA Minister Jennifer
Howard and Riel MLA
Minister Christine Melnick)
came out for the occasion. 

“When I think about the Holocaust, I think of how, within the heart
of man lies the capacity for a lot of evil – when we’re unable to love
and accept one another for how god made us…different, said Pastor
Calvert Layne.

“We can’t tolerate evil and wrong in our society. We must confront,
speak up, and ensure that injustice in any form isn’t perpetuated. We
have a god-given responsibility to ensure nothing like the Holocaust
happens again – to stand up and say ‘no,’ not in my presence.”

Alan Yusim, Regional Director, B’nai Brith Canada, explained how
Judaism holds the act of remembering in the highest regard. 

“The Holocaust is a human tragedy beyond comprehension,” he
said. “Six million Jews were killed and thousands of Jewish commu-
nities were permanently obliterated. For some, 65 years [since the
Shoah] is ancient history. So, year-round, we try to teach and inform
people about what happened. 

“Still today, the propelling of state-sponsored policies of hatred
against Jews advanced in the name of religion or through twisted ide-
ology or both is very real. How can anyone hear and see this mes-
saging and fail to remember the Nazi policies of genocide? Those who
stand by in silence and inaction – government, media, public institu-
tions, religious leaders, and individuals – enable the hate mongerers
to succeed.” 

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue’s Rabbi Lawrence Pinsker spoke about
the word “yizkor” (remember). He said, “In the Torah, it appears 229
times as a verb and 47 times as a noun (“zikaron”). It’s key to our sur-
vival and self-renewal. Jewish tradition recognizes the power of mem-
ory uniquely ritualizes this faculty of the human mind. It’s our and
god’s obligation to meet at a common point and remember. 

“Covenant people – Jews and Christians – are commanded to be
connected to god. It’s memory that does that. If we’re not beloved to
each other, we’ve failed god – an unacceptable, unthinkable state for
human beings. We’ve been created in god’s image and must imitate
him by being loving, visiting the sick, clothing the naked, and feeding
the hungry.” 

Contrary to this, Pinsker said, “The Nazis did nothing for the human
race, as they thought only of themselves. They dreamt of a world free
of Jews, but also of Slavs, Africans, Polish, and Ukrainians – anyone
different from them. 

“For us to live in the image of god, we must learn how to live togeth-
er despite adversity – loving your neighbor as yourself, being your
brother’s keeper, and not hating your fellow in your hearts…or being
quiet. Yizkor and memorials to the Holocaust are all about learning
not to hate.”

World Indigenous Nations for Israel’s Pastor Carl Day, who will be
taking his sixth trip to Israel this year, offered a Prayer for Peace. “I
bless and love Israel with all my heart, a place that’s just like being in

heaven,” he said. “Every time
I go, I leave a piece of me
there and take more of Israel
home with me. Every year
people ask me why I continue
to go. I say, ‘because it’s
[Jerusalem] god’s city.’” 

The event, organized by the
B’nai Brith Manitoba
Jewish/Christian Roundtable,
was co-chaired by Grant and
Roberta Kurian and Saul and
Ida Alpern (with Ida leading a
candle lighting ceremony,
where six candles were light,
each representing one mil-
lion Jews who died in the
Shoah).
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efforts to a new level when she and two
friends launched a Winnipeg chapter of
Camp Quality.

Camp Quality, she explains, is a series of
non-profit camps across Canada for children with cancer (either in
remission or still receiving treatment) and their siblings. Each camper
is paired with his own personal councillor during the week that he is
at camp.

“I had experience as assistant director at a camp,” she says. “I found
out about Camp Quality (which is headquartered in Toronto) on the
internet. There wasn’t a branch in Manitoba. So I contacted the orga-
nization and they flew me out to one of the camps in Ontario for a
week. I was quite impressed.”

She reports that the camp enrolment is about 25. “The figure does-
n’t vary much from year to year,” she says.

Not only did Weidman co-found the local Camp Quality but she

also enlisted her mother, Lois, in organizing fundraising events to sup-
port the camp’s operations. The most recent such event in May – the
“Up, Up and Away” event – raised $33,000.

“For our first fundraising effort, we held a $125 a plate dinner,” says
Lois Weidman. “This year, we decided to try more of a social format.
We raised virtually the same amount of money as last year even
though the tickets this year were only $50.”

Lois Weidman suggests that future such events will take place every
18 months or so. 

A couple of corrections from my stories last week. First, the group in
the top photo that went with my column are Gray Academy teacher
Andrew Kaplan’s Jewish Community Internship course students, not
Machon Madrichim students.

In my photos accompanying the launch of Voice of Winnipeg
Holocaust Survivors, I described Ruth Riesen in a photo as being from
Poland. My apologies to Ruth who hails from Winnipeg.

Myron Love
(Cont from page 6.)

Christians and Jews come together for Holocaust Memorial

Candle Lighting Ceremony.



Story and photos by REBECA KUROPATWA
and SHAYNA WIWIERSKI

This year, Yom Ha’atzmaut (Israel
Independence Day) was celebrated to the
hilt, thanks to the all segments of the com-
munity combining forces.

There was something for everyone, with
programming running from 4-11 p.m. on
April 20. 

Yom Ha’atzmaut is always preceded by
Yom Hazikaron, the remembrance day of fall-
en soldiers and victims of terrorism.

“Without those people we would not have
Israel,” said Maxim Berent, who was the cul-
tural chair for the event.

“It’s usually for kids. This year we involved
the whole community. [The event’s partners
and sponsors] all brought stuff to the table
and everyone was involved in some-
thing…We’re here to celebrate Israel, the
music, the culture, the decorations, the
clothes, we have the slideshows, the videos,
we want people to feel it,” added Berent.

And people did feel it. Ethan Kellen, 21,
was one of them. Kellen’s been to Israel twice
and like many other Jews, feels a connection
with the country.

“It’s Israel. It’s my second home, my home
away from Winnipeg. It makes you feel that
much stronger and intimate to build a com-
munity event,” said Kellen.

Kellen also thought that the many children
activities were a good idea.

“There’s so many people, especially the
young families, and exposing their kids to this
at such a young age instills a pride in Israel,”
added Kellen.

Kinzey Posen, the master of ceremonies for
the evening, agreed.

“It reinforces what a lot of young kids are
learning in school and their education. When
it’s the kind of event where it’s pure joy, it’s a
special occasion,” said Posen, who has lived
and travelled to Israel many times. “The basic
idea [in Israel] is the same, they have a lot of
fun, singing, dancing, you feel it in the
streets.”

And that, for Posen, was the biggest differ-
ence between Canada and Israel on Yom
Ha’atzmaut.

“On a dial on the radio, Israeli’s would be a
ten, Canadians would be a two or three.
[Israeli’s] are very outgoing.”

Family activities included swimming at Tel-
Aviv beach (the JCC pool), Israel experience
stations, an Israeli cafe (at Schmoozer’s), hat
airbrushing and glitter body tattoos, and an
Israeli shuk (market).

Avi Posen, a Yom Ha’atzmaut organizer,
explained that for the Israel Experience sta-
tions, the kids (nine years old and younger)
are all given a passport. “They go around to
each different Israel activity station – like Beit
She’an, Netanya, Machane Yehuda, and

Tiberius – and each
station they go to,
they’re given a stamp
on their passport
(with the goal of fill-
ing the passport),” he
said. “Each station
location has a corre-
sponding activity of
something that area
of Israel is known
for.”

“We’re absolutely

thrilled to be celebrating, again – the miracle
– 62 years ago, the re-founding of the Jewish
State and the return of the Jewish people to
their homeland,” said Earl Barish, B’nai Brith
Canada’s Executive Board Chairman. “Israel
has brought so much to the world...[with] its
many accomplishments. Regretfully, the
nation is still fighting those who seek its
destruction.

“Thankfully for Canadians, we have a gov-
ernment understanding of the Middle East
realities of the Middle East that has consis-
tently stood with Israel in defending the val-
ues Canadians hold dear. As we celebrate
Yom Ha’atzmaut, we must acknowledge the
support of the Canadian Government and all
Israel’s worldwide friends, allies, and sup-
porters.”

Community organizations come together to
celebrate Israel’s 62nd birthday
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• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

Social Notes
Maze l  TovMaze l  TovMaze l  TovMaze l  TovMaze l  Tov

Happy 90th BirthdayHappy 90th BirthdayHappy 90th BirthdayHappy 90th BirthdayHappy 90th Birthday
to

Nadia FreitagNadia FreitagNadia FreitagNadia FreitagNadia Freitag
(Kröl)

May 12th 2010
Love You Mom

from your children
Susan & Irvin

and
Grandchildren

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
To all my friends and relatives my
heartfelt thank you for your cards
and donations to various charities

on the occasion of my 85th Birthday
Shom Roitenberg

ENGAGEMENT
ANNOUNCEMENT

Penny Yellen of New Haven CT, formerly of
Winnipeg and Barbara and Larry Hart of Toronto
announce the engagemnt of their children Elana to
Bradley. A Spring 2011 wedding in New York
City is planned. Sadly missed is Elana’s father,
Barney Yellen.

Tiberius fishing.

Israeli shuk (market).



At left: 
Israeli
shuk

when I was 17, when Mike
Pearson was leader. What drew
me to the party when I was 17 is
what draws me to the party now:
Defense of health care for all -
pensions and retirement security.
We’re going into a situation now
where the Conservatives have
neglected an oncoming pension
crisis.

Learning for all - and I’m
absolutely passionate about the
belief that some of the educa-
tional advantages that I have
have got to be for everybody.
We’ve got a lot of Canadians
who don’t have the advantage of
post-secondary education.
We’ve got challenges on the
learning side that are huge.

Equality of rights - the Charter
of Rights and Freedoms...yes, gay rights, a woman’s right to choose,
all of those join up into...and a strong internationalism that’s based on
a belief that we can’t be neutral as between democratic states and ter-

ror. You can put that all together - that’s the Liberal philosophy for the
past 50 years. I joined up when I was 15 years old, and I’m still here.

JP&N (after getting the signal from Ignatieff’s handler to wind it up):
Okay, okay - last question: This is the one that I’m sure is going to
stymie you. What do you have to say to the many Jewish hunters in
River Heights and Tuxedo? Your position on the long gun registry is
going to be a very difficult one for them.

The birds here (referring to the birds in the Asper Campus atrium) -
the birds here, there used to be a lot more of them until the Jewish
hunters got going.

Okay, I know you have to be at McNally’s - the Jewish hunters will
have to wait for an explanation of your position some other day.
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Our family has been more than happy to be investors in Romspen’s 

commercial mortgages for the past 10 years. The Romspen Fund plays 

an important role in our family investment portfolio as well as being a 

significant part of our RRSPs.

Why are we happy? Three reasons. The interest yield has been very good;

Romspen’s monthly payments have never failed; and our interactions with

Romspen principals and staff have always been excellent. 

Arlene Solomon & Larry Solomon

Learn more by visiting the Romspen website. Call for an information package.

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Three reasons why we are happy with Romspen.

Michael Ignatieff
(Cont. from page 3.)

MICHAEL IGNATIEFF: “…a
strong internationalism that’s
based on a belief that we can’t
be neutral as between democra-
tic states and terror.”

Yom Ha’atzmaut celebrations

At right: 
Getting 

tattooed.



There used to be a
T.V. show that began
each episode with a
view of New York
City and an unseen
announcer who
would say, “There
are eight million sto-
ries in the naked city.
This is one of them.”

Then as the plot unfolded, viewers would see
how ordinary people could wind up having
extraordinary adventures.

I agree with the premise of this show, that
each of us has a “story” to tell and maybe
even one worth writing about. So let me tell
you the story of my friends Gerry and Monty
Lomow, who were looking for a “snowbird

vacation” and
wound up with a lot
more.

When Gerry and I
met for lunch last
fall, we talked of our
winter getaway
plans. I wondered if
she and husband
Monty were going to
Florida or Palm
Springs (two favorite
snowbird destina-
tions). Her answer
surprised me.

“We’re traveling to
Vietnam on a cou-
ples tour”, she said,
“but we’re going two
weeks early to work
as volunteers in a
girls’ orphanage.”
This was a surprising
piece of news, for
although I had
known the Lomows
for years, I did not
know that Monty
had been an active
volunteer in Winnipeg, working with adult
immigrants in the ESL (now EAL – English as
an Acquired Language) Program. It sounded
like a great adventure, so I called Monty to
learn more. 

“We wanted a longer holiday”, he
explained. “I had read about volunteer
tourism and we thought it sounded like an
interesting option. He googled the subject,
and about 100 websites appeared. “Then it’s
just a matter of choosing what suits your
needs”, he said. 

They chose to go with Cosmic Volunteers, a
U.S. – based, non-profit organization, that
offers volunteer programs abroad in 14 coun-
tries in Africa, Asia and South America.
Volunteers can work in schools, hospitals,
orphanages, with women’s groups, on news-
papers, at HIV/AIDs clinics or with other
organizations who ask for their assistance.
According to Cosmic’s website, volunteers do
not require special skills or experience just,”
a desire to reach out to those in need in non-
western countries”. 

Cosmic assists in finding appropriate
accommodations (the Lomows found a
charming, well-priced hotel on their own),
and give advice on food, transportation, com-
munications, health and safety in the host
country. Each volunteer pays a fee (depend-
ing on the destination), part of which is given
as a donation to the organization, and also
covers the services of an “on-the-ground”
coordinator.

Monty and Gerry were interested in
immersing themselves in Vietnamese culture
in an urban setting. They chose to volunteer
at a girl’s shelter located in Ho Chi Minh City
(formerly Saigon). Their job would be to
teach English to 25 girls, ranging in age from
seven to fifteen years old, at the Mai Am Ba
Chieu Orphanage.

Armed with a few ESL textbooks and some
educational games and toys, bought at their
own expense from Scholar’s Choice, the
Lomows left for their Vietnam adventure on
January 9th.

They were met at the airport by their coor-
dinator, who introduced them to the
Orphanage staff and then left! The couple
found the orphanage to be a clean, airy and
pleasant place, and those who lived there

surprisingly optimistic, well-directed and
eager to learn. However despite the fact that
the girls could read English, few, if any, could
speak it.

Undaunted, the couple “waded in”. “When
you’re left on your own, you figure it out”,
Monty said. The girls were very musical and
loved to sing the English lyrics to the popular
songs that were programmed into the home’s
electric piano. Gerry printed and distributed
song sheets for sing-alongs (“Silent Night”
and “Auld Lang Syne” were special
favorites!). The couple noticed badminton
nets in the back yard, bought racquets and
organized a tournament. Using family pic-
tures of winter scenes, and maps and puzzles,
they taught about Canada. 

After morning sessions with the girls (who
attended public school in the afternoon), the
Lomows explored the city, stopping to buy
dual language books and maps. On one
shopping trip, they found DVDs of all the
“High School Musical” movies for “their
girls”. At night they visited friends they knew
in the city, or had dinner at one of the many
restaurants. 

In fact, Gerry and Monty were doing so
well, that the founder of Cosmic Volunteers
contacted them and asked if they could also
teach English to nuns. They agreed. As a
result, the Lomows pioneered a new volun-
teer opportunity now offered by Cosmic –
“Teaching English to Nuns, Buddhist Priests
and Monks in Vietnam”.

On the final day of their two weeks at Mai
Am Ba Chieu, Gerry and Monty threw a
farewell party, complete with a fancy choco-
late cake and individual silver bracelets for
each girl. They had become attached to their
charges and left with mixed feelings. “ It’s an
emotional thing. You wonder what will hap-
pen to them. Although we were pooped
when it was over, I got huge pleasure out of
it. It was a warm, wonderful, terrific experi-
ence!” Gerry said.

Monty concurs. “I would recommend vol-
unteer tourism highly!” In fact, he is looking
into new destinations.

So to paraphrase the T.V. show, there are
600,000 stories in this prairie city. This has
been one of the best of them!
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Jill Brandes

Support available for Jewish 
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details about
meeting times and locations.

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

“Volunteer Tourism” – combining volunteerism with tourism

GERRY and MONTY LOMOW with the girls of the Mai Am Ba Chieu
Orphanage in Vietnam.
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Irwin Lipnowski

Breaking up is hard to do
Should you believe the lyrics in Neil

Sedaka’s 1962 signature song “Breaking Up is
Hard to Do”? Of course, in many circum-
stances, whether in one’s personal life or in
the business world, ending a relationship is
often a painful, messy, ugly, and very costly
process. 

Business partnerships do not last forever.
Partners may differ in their vision for the com-

pany or in their attitude to risk. 
Or they may compete for leadership and a company may not be

able to accommodate more than one large ego. It may be of some
comfort for potential partners to know that breaking up need not be a
traumatic event. 

To ensure that partnerships can be terminated amicably when one
of the partners wants to depart, many partnership agreements rou-
tinely include a legally binding “buy-sell” provision that spells out in
advance the terms of the settlement in the event of a breakup. 

The nature of a buy-sell agreement that is most likely to avert a bit-
ter feud and costly litigation is one based on a principle that is simi-
lar to the “divide and choose” process described in an earlier column,
A Gentle Guide to Dispute Resolution. 

Suppose there are only two partners who each own fifty percent of
a business. They sign a buy-sell agreement that allows either partner,
for whatever reason and at a time of his choosing, to initiate the ter-
mination of the partnership. Let us denote the partner who initiates the
termination ‘Initiator’ and denote the partner who responds
‘Follower’. 

The buy-sell agreement requires that Initiators announce the price of
the business. Followers could choose to buy out Initiators, paying
them half of the announced price. Alternatively, Followers could
choose to sell their share of the company to Initiators, receiving half
the Initiators’ announced price.

Initiators have a strong incentive to announce a fair price for the
business. 

This is clearly illustrated by a story about a large publicly traded
company that was founded and privately held by a man and his
nephew. The uncle owned eighty percent of the company and his
nephew owned the remaining twenty percent. From the very begin-
ning, the ambitious uncle planned to squeeze out his nephew. 

Accordingly, he insisted that their partnership agreement include the
type of buy-sell clause described above and the nephew agreed.
Eventually the uncle exercised his right to terminate the partnership.
The uncle’s greed clouded his judgement and he knowingly placed a
low-ball price on the company. 

The uncle believed that his nephew would be forced to sell his
minority stake at well below its true value. 

The uncle was shocked when, against all odds, the nephew man-
aged to raise enough capital to buy his uncle’s majority stake at a bar-
gain price.

The moral of the story: with a buy-sell agreement in place, it pays to
be fair.

Toronto threatens gay parade’s funding 
over anti-Israel group

(JTA) – The city of Toronto has threatened to withdraw funding
from a gay pride parade if an anti-Israel group is allowed to partici-
pate.

The city believes that its anti-discrimination policy was violated
by the participation of Queers Against Israeli Apartheid in the 2009
Pride Toronto parade, to which the city gave $121,000, the Toronto
Star reported Monday.

The city reportedly received complaints about the use of the
phrase “Israeli apartheid.”

Pride Toronto officials told the newspaper in an interview hours
before the city’s general manager of economic development and
culture made the funding cut threat that it had not been decided
whether the group would be allowed to march in the 2010 parade. 

The threat follows the announcement and cancellation last month
of a Pride policy that would have parade signs reviewed by an ethics
committee.

Elle Flanders, a Jewish member of Queers Against Israeli
Apartheid, objected to the city comparing a political opinion on
apartheid to hate speech.

“They’re trying to compare it to hate speech, and I find it deeply
offensive, as somebody who’s been fighting human rights battles for
a really long time, to hear that criticism of the State of Israel is some-
how hate speech. No way,” Flanders told the Star.

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB
SYNAGOGUE DINNER

SUNDAY, MAY 30, 2010
1525 MAIN STREET

DINNER AT 6:00 P.M.

MIRIAM GELLER
 Dinner Chairperson

FOR TICKETS CALL: 582-6685

9th ANNUAL FUNDRAISER
FEATURING OUR INSPIRATIONAL

GUEST SPEAKER:

DAVID CHOCHINOV

TOPIC: "THE WINNIPEG JEWISH DIVIDE"

The Talmud Torah - Beth Jacob orthodox synagogue will be holding
its 9th Annual Fundraising Dinner on Sunday, May 30, 2010 at the
Synagogue 1525 Main Street. The Talmud Torah community was orig-
inally established around 1906 and has deep roots in Winnipeg’s
Jewish history as a source of Jewish education and spiritual develop-
ment. Since that time, the synagogue has moved twice and is now at
its current location at 1525 Main Street where it remains a somewhat
forgotten treasure of the Winnipeg Jewish community. Aside from the
tantalizing kosher meal that will be prepared, the synagogue will also
be featuring an inspirational guest speaker, David Chochinov.

Chochinov’s background is in the field of medicine and humanities.
Having completed his Bachelor of Arts in Anthropology and
Psychology in 1999, he continued his studies and was later convocat-
ed with a Bachelor of Science in Medical Rehabilitation in 2002.
Chochinov has worked primarily in the fields of psychiatry and geri-
atrics as an occupational therapist since entering the workforce. His
ultimate purpose as a therapist is to augment the quality of life, men-
tal health and well being of his clients.

Chochinov had a secular upbringing and minimal involvement with
the Jewish community while growing up in Winnipeg; Like some of his
peers in his generation, he has recognized the importance of Judaism
as an integral part of his life. After more than a decade of studying the
Code of Jewish Law in its various forms and integrating the daily prac-
tices of Jewish living, Chochinov nears the completion of his transition
to Baal Teshuvah. Passionate about the Winnipeg Jewish community,
he has become an active volunteer with synagogue renewal projects
and the Talmud Torah programming and networking committees.

Chochinov will be speaking of his experiences living as a young
member of the Jewish community in Winnipeg. He will touch on
modern ideological positions that Winnipeggers hold on Judaism and
the consequences those oppositional ideologies have had on our com-
munity. He will be sharing his views of Jewish prayer as a powerful tool
for self-healing and cognitive strengthening. Lastly, he will address the
secularization of spirituality in our society and its effect.

The dinner committee is working diligently to make this dinner a
huge success. Since our seating capacity is limited, we will be selling
tickets on a first-come basis. We hope you will join us. See advertise-
ment. 

Talmud Torah - Beth Jacob Synagogue to
hold 9th Annual Fundraising Dinner 



By MARTIN ZEILIG
Born in Warsaw, Poland in 1925, David

Shentow moved to Antwerp, Belgium as an
infant, as his family sought to escape anti-
Semitism.

In August of 1942, Shentow and his father
were ordered by the Gestapo to report to the
Antwerp railway station. This was to be the
last time Shentow would see his mother and
two sisters. 

Mr. Shentow, who lives in Ottawa now, will
be the keynote speaker at the 9th Annual
Holocaust Education Symposium (AHES),
sponsored by the Freeman Family Foundation
Holocaust Education Centre of the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada, for high
school students on May 13 at the University
of Winnipeg – Duckworth Centre.

Mr. Shentow is only one of a number of distinguished guest speak-
ers who have appeared over the years at the AHES.

The idea for such a symposium took root
back in 1997 when a discussion committee
was formed with the late Hersch Zentner, a
teacher who was very involved with
Holocaust education, noted Carla Divinsky,
Holocaust Education Coordinator for the JHC.

“Hersch started our outreach program,” she
said during a telephone interview.

“From there on it was done in other cities
too. We received funding for the first five sym-
posiums from the Winnipeg Foundation and
the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. The first
symposium had a morning program and an
afternoon program and panel discussion.”

Then, the event took on a life of its own,
added Divinsky, who noted that this year
there are well over 1300 students with 87

chaperones registered for the day.
“We started doing breakout sessions in the afternoon with local sur-

vivors, and had a keynote speaker in the morning. Those speakers
dealt with specific themes – Women in
Resistance, Children of the Holocaust and
Children of War Today, Righteous Among the
Nations: Courage to Care, Courage to Act.”

Among the previous speakers were educator Dr.
Leon Bass, who was the first Black American sol-
dier to enter Buchenwald Concentration Camp as
it was being liberated by U.S. forces; Diet Eman,
who was in the Dutch resistance during the war
and was later recognized by the State of Israel as
being a Righteous Among the Nations; and, last
year’s speaker, Leon Leyson, who was the
youngest survivor saved by Oskar Schindler.

This year’s symposium is titled Ghettos.
Belle Millo, Chair of the Holocaust Education

Committee, noted that Mr. Shentow has accom-
panied the coast to coast group of the March of
the Living, including this past April, on their pil-
grimage of remembrance and hope to Poland
and Israel.

“Many of the students, who Mr. Shentow has
accompanied, have commented on what a deep
and lasting impression he has made on them,”
she said. “We are honoured to have him as our
keynote speaker this year.”

During the war, Mr. Shentow was deported to a
work camp at Dannes-Camiers near Dieppe in
France and was later deported to Auschwitz,
notes biographical information.

“In 1943, he was transferred with a group of
two thousand prisoners from Auschwitz to the
remains of what had been the Warsaw Ghetto.
Their job was to level the remains of buildings
shattered during the Ghetto Uprising. In the sum-
mer of 1944, anticipating the advancing Soviet
army, the Nazis sent the Jewish prisoners on a
death march to Kutno, Poland. From there a cat-
tle train took them to Dachau. Shentow was lib-
erated from Dachau by the American army
Dachau, on April 29, 1945, his 20th birthday.”

Following Mr. Shentow’s speech, there will be a
candle lighting ceremony by recently returned
March of the Living students from Winnipeg, while
Gail Asper will make the morning’s closing remarks.

After a break for lunch, students will disperse to
one of 13 breakout rooms, where local survivors
will tell their stories, said Divinsky.

Last year, one of the students commented to
Divinsky: “Something that I learned today is that
we may not be able to completely eliminate
racism. But, we can try because one person can
make a difference.”

Millo, the editor of Voices of Winnipeg
Holocaust Survivors (published by the Jewish
Heritage Centre), observed that anti-Semitism
and other forms of racism are still alive in today’s
world and must not go unchecked.

Divinsky emphasized: “Our principal objective
is to educate students on the Holocaust and the
consequences of hatred and intolerance.”

It seems to be working. 
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An open invitation to Jewish Child and
Family Service Annual General Meeting

Everyone is welcome to attend the
Jewish Child and Family Service Annual
General Meeting which will take place in
the Berney Theatre at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus on Wednesday, June
2 at 7:15 pm. 

This year the business portion of the
Annual General Meeting will have on its
agenda the election of the directors of the
board, the appointment of its auditors, as
well as a review of its financial informa-
tion and auditors report.

JCFS President Sean Shore will com-
plete his term on the board. The Agency
welcomes Heather Leonoff who will
begin her term as incoming President of
the JCFS Board.

The evening will profile the many ser-
vices and programs provided by JCFS this
year. The evening will also recognize the
involvement of JCFS volunteers who have
been contributing many years of service

in helping support others in our commu-
nity.

Mitzvah awards will be given to indi-
viduals and/or groups who have support-
ed the work of JCFS over the years. The
Agency appreciates the ongoing generos-
ity of individuals and groups who have
consistently been so generous in so many
ways.

The meeting will conclude with a musi-
cal program featuring two generations of
singers. The Children’s Choir and the
Seniors’ Choral Group are conducted by
Lina Streltzov. Pianist Tatiana
Smolyaninov will accompany the choirs
and provide a solo performance.

Refreshments will be served after the
meeting.

If you would like a copy of the annual
report please contact the JCFS office by
phone (477-7430) or email – jcfs@jcf-
swinnipeg.org.

Annual Holocaust Education Symposium

DAVID SHENTOW
keynote speaker at
the 9th Annual
Holocaust Educa-
tion Symposium.

CARLA DIVINSKY,
Holocaust Educa-
tion Coordinator for
the JHC.



On Friday,
April 23, at
10 a.m.
S e r g e
Kaptegaine
headed up
the launch
of Ref-
N y o t a

(“Refugee Stars” in Swahili), at
Winnipeg’s Centre Culturel Franco-
Manitobain.

Ref-Nyota is a new skills marketing
service formed to give refugees to
Winnipeg a renewed sense of self-
worth and a way to contribute to
their community. The organization
introduces refugees‘ products, ser-
vices, and creative strengths to
potential employers (aiding the
refugee community to fully engage
in the Canadian workforce). 

The critical work Ref-Nyota does
parallels the Jewish ideals of loving
your neighbor as you do yourself,
respecting and caring for others,
being your brother’s keeper – in
short, working toward achieving
tikkun olam (repairing the world). As
well, many refugees coming to
Winnipeg and Canada do so
because they are no longer safe in
their birth countries, striking a similarity with
the Jewish survival experience (i.e. the Shoa,
pogroms, and racism) where they have had to
come to foreign countries and rebuild their
lives.

Carly Sloshower conducted a research pro-
ject on refugees last fall (for the Centre for
Policy Alternatives), where she learned of the
difficulties newcomers have finding employ-
ment that adequately corresponds to their
needs, talents, education, and experience. 

When Sloshower learned of Kaptegaine’s
Ref-Nyota idea, as a way of opening doors for
local newcomers, she was impressed with
how effectively it responds to the gap
between refugees and their employment
needs in such a positive way.

“Ref-Nyota provides that missing link for
newcomers who are finding it very difficult to
get a place in our economy,” said
Slowshower. “This is happening for many rea-
sons – barriers they face, and how our econ-
omy is set up. But, they have a lot of talent
and skill to offer.”

Hart Peikoff, too, is similarly impressed
with Kaptegaine and Ref-Nyota. ‘This is a
very exciting concept, one of empowerment
to newcomers (something that could be trans-
ferred to the Aboriginals).”

Peikoff’s take on Kaptegaine is that “He’s a
solid man and is so real with everyone –
doing a great thing for newcomers, himself,
and Canada. His message is that life is really
simple – it’s about love, having hope and

something to do.”
Kaptegaine was born in the Democratic

Republic of the Congo, and came to Canada
in 2005. After having survived life-threaten-
ing experiences and the atrocities of war in
the Congo, Kaptegaine manages to focus on
the positive possibilities of the future and has
made it his mission to educate Canadians
about the reality of being a refugee.

His message is “No one is born into a des-
tiny of death in war. We’re all born into des-
tinies of freedom, success, happiness, better-
ing humanity, and being present for each
other.” 

Today, Kaptegaine lives in Winnipeg, work-
ing as a French language teacher. He found-
ed hand in Hand for Peace (2005) and now
Ref-Nyota.

Some of the diverse specialty niche services
Ref-Nyota provides include French language
instruction, translation and interpreter ser-
vices, manual labour, garment-making and
tailoring, African cooking classes, music,
entertainment, and educational workshops.

Kaptegaine said refugees have great skills to
offer to the Canadian community. “They don’t
want to be given jobs
out of compassion,
but because
Canadians trust that
they have something
valuable to con-
tribute. Trust us.
Accept us.

“This concept means
replacing the welfare
approach to helping refugees
with one of investing in them
and their skills to bring them
into the mainstream market
economy. It’s a modern and
fresh approach that views
everyone as a potential
wealth creator and invests in
their human capital.”

Dignitaries at the opening
ceremonies included
Assistant Deputy Minister,
Manitoba Immigration and
Multiculturalism Ben
Rempel, Manitoba Liberal
Leader Dr. Jon Gerrard, and
Executive Director of the
Conseil de Développement
Economique des
Municipalités Bilingues du
Manitoba (CDEM) Louis
Allain. 

“”I’ve always been
impressed by the incredible
desire, tenacity, and talent of
refugees,” said Gerrard. “They
persist, struggle, and often
outdo their peers who have
grown up with all the advan-
tages of living here. That’s the

determination and incredible contributions of
refugees.”

After the dignitaries addressed the ceremo-
ny audience, a multi-cultural ribbon cutting
with Ref-Nyota representatives followed, as
did a meet-and-greet with Ref-Nyota vendors,
and the tasting of traditional African hors
d’oeuvres and refreshments.

For more information on Ref-Nyota, visit
www.refnyota.com. 
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Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
� Alzheimer Care � Palliative Care � Post-Operative Care 
� Stroke Care � Long-Term Care � Rehabilitation 
� Respite � ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
� RN’s � LPN’s � Health Care Aides
� Home Support Workers � Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

Ref-Nyota opening doors for local newcomers

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Ref-Nyota Ribbon Cutting Ceremony.

CARLY SLOSHOWER:
Conducted a re-
search project on
refugees last fall.

Manitoba Liberal
Party Leader, DR.
JON GERRARD.

Ref-Nyota President
and CEO, SERGE
KAPTEGAINE.

Crimes against Jews increase in Montreal
(JTA) – A rash of crimes against the Jewish community in two

Montreal neighborhoods has included swastikas painted on private
homes and robberies.

The Outrement suburb and Côte des Neiges district of Montreal
are home to a large number of Chasidim.

In Otremount, swastikas were painted on three properties last
week, the Jewish Tribune reported. Last month, a synagogue was
broken into and two swastikas were drawn in the sanctuary. Prayer
shawls and prayer books were thrown on the floor.

In Côte des Neiges, at least three people easily identifed as Jews,
including a 12-year-old boy and a pregnant woman, were robbed,
the newspaper reported.



By REBECA KUROPATWA
Born in Tehran to an eclectic family, Daniel

Ashrafi (52) has recently settled in Winnipeg
with his wife, Dr. Ruth Ashrafi (head of the
Gray Academy of Jewish Education’s Judaic
department) and their son, Ariel (5).

Daniel is multi-lingual, fluent in Persian,
Urdu, Kurdish, Turkish, Dutch, and English. 

“Daniel” is the name he goes by today, but
his Persian/Iranian name is “Jahangir”. “A
famous king from Iran’s past was called
“Jahangir”, and my parents named me after
him. My mother has always thought there’s
some grand life plan for me, and, as inspira-
tion, she told me many stories about David
HaMelech (King David),” Ashrafi explains.

On his mother’s side, Daniel’s family was
originally from Portugal, but then moved
through Lebanon, Iraq, and southern Russia,
to Kurdistan. “My parents didn’t want to be
religious, as they’d had many bad experi-
ences with religious extremism – losing many
family members, moving back and forth
between southern Russia and Kurdistan
because of anti-Semitism,” says Ashrafi.

“While my grandfather was in Kurdistan,
shortly before WWII, the Germans sent many
agents there,” he continues. “Because my
grandfather was a socialist, the Germans
killed him. First, they tried to poison him, but
when that didn’t work, they shot him. My
mother was one year old at the time. The
family ran away to Tehran, for safety. My
mother’s family used to be religious, but not
after what happened to my grandfather.”

Daniel’s parents met and married in Tehran,
where they raised him and his brother.

Growing up in Tehran when he did, Ashrafi
said it was a very interesting time. “The

neighbourhood we lived in had so many dif-
ferent kinds of people – Orthodox and secu-
lar Jews, Bahai, and Muslims. We grew up
together, and no one bothered anyone.”

Family life in Tehran was not easy. Ashrafi
tells a story about when his mother was in the
hospital in Tehran and a woman with whom
his father was having an affair tried to poison
him and his brother. “She loved my father, so
she and her family wanted to get rid of my
brother and me. We were both very sick. At
first, everyone thought I was going to die, but
I had mazzal. My brother didn’t. He died.
There were then two Israeli doctors in the
hospital where my brother and I were, who
were on a visit from Israel. They saved my
life.”

“Because of all the hardships I saw growing
up, I felt like it was my mission to protect
everyone in the family and the neighbour-
hood. I was always keeping watch over every-
one, sitting on our family home’s roof looking
out. It was a nice time, but I had too much
responsibility. I have no memory of a normal
childhood – nothing like playing soccer or
football with other children – just taking care

of my mother, grand-
mother, and later, my
younger brother.
Because of the diffi-
cult things I experi-

enced, I developed a strong desire to change
the world and make it a better place. I really
believe that we are not waiting for the
Mashiach, but he is waiting for us. It is our
responsibility.”

At a young age in Tehran, Ashrafi was mar-
ried, as arranged by his family. “This was a
sad story, and not something I talk a lot
about,” he said. “It was a short marriage – two
strangers living in the same house – and one
daughter.” 

In 1989, Daniel fled Iran. “I had been in the
air force (where I hid being Jewish), and the war
between Iran and Iraq was over,” he said. “I did
my service to help the people and tried as
much as possible to stop bad things from hap-
pening. With the Iranian Revolution of 1979,
everything changed in Iran. The good things of
Iran were being slowly destroyed. I tried to
build, to help save the world (tikkun olam).” 

After leaving Iran, Ashrafi went to Turkey,
Germany, and then to Holland, where he met
his future wife and native of Holland, Ruth. 

“I met Ruth seven years ago, through a shid-
duch,” said Daniel. “She is such a wonderful
person, a good human being, and partner.
She knows what she’s doing and I’m so proud
of her. I call her a great general of Mashiach,
like everybody who stands up with responsi-
bility for Israel. With her, I have everything I
missed in the past. She’s an angel but ground-
ed on earth. I’m always with my head in the
clouds. Our son, Ariel, is a real child of
Mashiach, born in Mea Shearim, Jerusalem.”

In Holland, Daniel found fulfilling work
with the Ministry of Justice, the Regional
Educational Centre for Newcomers, and the
Ministry of Education.

In 2004, the Ashrafis moved to Israel. In
2006, they briefly went back to Holland, and
then moved to Winnipeg. 

For some time now, Ashrafi has been look-
ing for work, a task he has found to be any-
thing but easy. 

“I’ve had so many interesting, successful
careers – being engaged with newcomers,
bringing people together, and creating inter-
national networks,” he said. “I want to find
something like that here. I’m very interested in
seeing a new Iranian leadership, so that Iran
can bring stability and make a bridge to peace
for all of the Middle East. That’s my dream, to
help change things in that region, to stop all
the private interests and corruption.

“Winnipeg is a bit like an island. People are
very nice and kind, but also naive. They don’t
know how horrible things can be in the real
world...There must be more unity and coop-
eration to solve problems and save our
world...no matter what party, people, or part
of the world...To achieve peace, we must be
playing together as a symphony, not perform-
ing as a solo violin.”
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Yom Yerushalayim
Greetings

Rod Bruinooge, MP Winnipeg South

27-2855 Pembina Highway 
Winnipeg, MB   R3T 2H5 

Phone: 984-6787
Fax: 984-6792

E-Mail: rod@bruinooge.com

www.bruinooge.ca

Yom Yerushalayim Greetings
 to the Jewish Community and Klal Israel

 Kosher Products

"FAMOUS OLD COUNTRY BAKING & CATERING "

"Famous for quality and cleanliness since 1937"
247 Selkirk Ave. 582-2364

Shavuot Greetings to the Jewish Community

Established 1937

Google buying its first Israeli company

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Google has acquired its first Israeli company. 
Google said Tuesday that it was buying the privately backed start-

up Labpixies, which develops personalized Web site gadgets for
Google’s personalized search page iGoogle and mobile devices. 

The deal has been estimated at $25 million. It was the first deal for
Google in Israel since launching a research and development cen-
ter there in 2005. 

The Labpixies staff of 10 will be integrated into the Google Israel
office based in Tel Aviv. 

“Google believes in Israeli innovation and creativity, and we’ll
continue to strive for collaborations with local companies and start-
ups in the future,” Google Israel managing director Yossi Matias told
the Israeli business daily Globes. 

Daniel Ashrafi’s journey from Tehran to Winnipeg

DANIEL ASHRAFI: “The neighbourhood we
lived in had so many different kinds of peo-
ple – Orthodox and secular Jews, Bahai, and
Muslims. We grew up together, and no one
bothered anyone.”



Story and photos by REBECA
KUROPATWA

Comedian Aaron Freeman
was recently in Winnipeg as
part of the first-ever showing
of the Israeli-Palestinian
Comedy Tour’s Punchlines for
Peace event that filled the
West End Cultural Centre’s
theatre in March.

On April 25, he was invited
back to town to speak about
the joy and reward of going
outside your comfort zone
and doing hands on Tikkun
Olam (Repairing the World). 

The event was hosted by
BBYO and Machon
Madrichim, and funds raised
went toward helping the peo-
ple of Haiti. After Freeman’s
talk, the event moved to the JCC gym, where
a wheelchair basketball game was played.

Gray Academy of Jewish Education student,
Josh Goldstein (16), and BBYO’s Dan
Saidman came up with the idea for the event.

“A couple of years ago, we had a Disability
Awareness Week at school including a
wheelchair basketball program,” said
Goldstein. “When this school year started, we
started planning it out.

“It was really important to me that we
achieve a few things with this event – to raise
money for Haiti, teach people what it’s like to
live in a wheelchair, and raise awareness in a
fun way. So, this was just regular, healthy
people playing and having fun, and also
learning a little of what it’s like to be in a
wheelchair.”

Wheelchairs for the basketball game were
provided by the Manitoba Wheelchair Sports
Association, and any attendees could volun-
teer to participate in the game.

“I hope that the people who came out for
the event gained a new understanding that
everyday just sitting on the couch and watch-
ing TV, doing whatever, just doesn’t cut it,”
said Goldstein. “There’s always someone in
need we can be trying to help out at any
moment. Just having the will to help is great.
Then all that’s needed is to go for it. In BBYO,
community service is a big deal.” 

When featured
comedian Free-
man addressed
attendees, he said:

“You can make such a tremendous difference
just by showing up someplace people wouldn’t
expect you to be, and being an example of
other ways to live.”

That is exactly what turned things around
for Freeman in his life. “Kids showed up in
my Chicago inner city neighbourhood and
opened my eyes to another way to live,” he
said. “Just the fact they showed up – white
people from the distance and exotic land of
the suburbs – coming into our neighbour-
hood simply because they cared about us
made all the difference. This greatly expand-
ed my horizons.” 

Freeman also shared a bit about his family
history, noting, “My grandmother was born on
the plantation in Mississippi. She decided she
was going to marry a boy with a mule,
because she figured that would be her ticket
out of there. So she did, and they moved north
to Memphis – and back then, that was a big
move. Then, my mother decided she’d marry
a man with a car. She did, and we got out of
the south altogether and came out to Chicago
– something no one in our family had ever
done before.”

In September, Freeman is travelling to
Budapest, Istanbul, Iran, Jerusalem, and
Ramallah, with
Chicago’s Second
City (improvisation-

al theatre). He plans to, once again, go out-
side his comfort zone and conduct work-
shops on improvisational theatre with the
hope of making a difference in the lives and
perspectives of others. 
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Happy Shavuot to all our friends & customers

Phone: 943-4652 or 943-2113
Fax: 957-5903

ART UPHOLSTERING
& DRAPERIES

The Drapery House of Winnipeg
2nd Floor

110 McDermot Ave.

Happy Shavuot  to the Jewish Community

Protesters menace Israeli diplomat in Britain
LONDON (JTA) — Pro-Palestinian protesters tried to attack the

deputy ambassador of Israel to Britain.
Protesters lunged at Talya Lador-Fresher following her lecture

Wednesday at the University of Manchester. The envoy, who was
not hurt, told Britain’s Jewish Chronicle that she feared she would
be physically assaulted by the protesters.

Lador-Fresher was removed from the area by a security vehicle,
which she entered from the back entrance of the lecture hall. The
demonstrators attacked the car, some holding Palestinian flags up to
the windows and others climbing on the hood and trying to smash
the windshield, according to reports.

“I don’t think they wanted to kill me, but I genuinely believed they
wanted to physically hurt me,” she said. “If I had not had the police
and security team, I would have been beaten up.”

Lador-Fresher told the Jewish Chronicle that “No foreign diplomat
should have to go through what I went through.”

She had been scheduled to give the lecture in February, but it was
postponed following reports of planned demonstrations and the
inability of university authorities to properly protect her. At that
time, more than 300 protesters from the Action Palestine student
society scuffled with Jewish students and police.

The lecture was scheduled for Wednesday, when police and uni-
versity authorities said they were prepared to deal with the demon-
strators, including a complete lockdown of the building, a high-
level security presence, ID checks at the door and ticket-only
arrangements.

Going outside your comfort zone: A healthy prescription

Wheelchair basketball game.

Comedian, AARON FREEMAN, speak-
ing with event attendees.
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Kavod
Evening

Sponsored by:
Greg Bieber & Benji Miles

YUDE HENTELEFF BARRY SHENKAROW LINDSAY SAWYER FAY RICHARD BUCHWALD

SHEM TOV AWARDS

Aleph-Bet Child Life Enrichment Program
HEDVA YURMAN

B’nai Brith Jewish Community Camp
BOB BROWN

Camp Massad
SHARON CHISVIN

Gray Academy of Jewish Education
AL BENARROCH

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
SHEILA SPIGELMAN

Jewish Child & Family Service
PAM WENER

Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
SHARON ALLENTUCK

Jewish Heritage Centre
BELLE MILLO 

Rady Jewish Community Centre
DAVID BERKOWITS

Shalom Residences
ELAINE PAUL

MAJOR COMMUNITY  AWARDS

SOL KANEE DISTINGUISHED
COMMUNITY SERVICE MEDAL
YUDE HENTELEFF

MAX & MOLLIE SHORE MEMORIAL AWARD
BARRY SHENKAROW

YOUNG LEADERSHIP  AWARDS

HARRY SILVERBERG
YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD
LINDSAY SAWYER FAY

MAX NATHANSON
YOUNG LEADERSHIP AWARD
RICHARD BUCHWALD

Grinspoon-Steinhardt Award for Teaching Excellence
MICHAL LAVY

VOLUNTEERS MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

A program to honour & celebrate
community volunteers and leaders

Wednesday,
May 26th, 2010

13 Sivan, 5770
7:30 pm
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
561 Wellington Crescent

For more information call 477-7473
or visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org

Story and photos by REBECA KUROPATWA 
The Rady JCC’s Strictly Teens and Tweens program is

filling a community void by reaching out to young
people with programs that peak their interest. 

According to Tamar Barr, Rady JCC Program
Director, “There was a lack of programs in the com-
munity for the pre-teen age (tweens) demographic.
This age represents an ideal time to foster identifica-
tion with the Jewish community through shared expe-
riences, as social groupings aren’t as defined as they
are for teenagers. Parents are also looking for social
activities for this age group that are well supervised
and promote community affiliation.”

The program goal is to attract pre-teens and teens to
off-hours, monthly Saturday night programming at the
JCC, involving wellness, active living, community affil-
iation, socialization, and integration. 

On April 24, about 50 Grades 5 and 6 kids came out
for the Rady JCC Strictly Teens and Tweens program, which included
everything from swimming to XRKade, sport competitions, zumba,
and an ice cream bar. 

Other Rady teens and tweens events to-date have had scavenger
hunts, art sessions, trivia game nights, and recreational activities (like
group games and relays). 

“This initiative involves Jewish youth from all backgrounds, includ-
ing those who are unaffiliated or not students at the Jewish Day
School,” said Barr. “This draws more Jewish youth to programs and
increases mutual understanding and development of friendships
between youth who are newcomers and those who are longstanding
Winnipeggers.”

When the program first started out, about 20 kids came out to par-
ticipate, said Program Assistant Jami Rosenberg. “The program started
last year, and we’ve had about 10 programs so far. Today, we get any-
where from 35-80 kids coming out. The kids love it for the activities
and the socializing.” 

According to Gayle Waxman,
Rady JCC Executive Director, the tween program is one of the most
successful Rady programs – and one that recently won the Jewish
Community Centre of North America’s (JCCA) highest level award. 

“That was a great compliment,” said Waxman. “But by far the best
feedback is from the kids themselves who feel part of the community
and keep coming back.”

It was the Rady’s former President, Jeff Lieberman, who came up
with the idea for the program, conveyed Waxman. “He believed there
was a gap in programming for this age group in our community that
we could fill. So, we began thinking of ways to create the kind of
experience many of us had as kids at the YMHA that also make sense
for kids today.”

The program events, costing $8 for Rady members and $10 for non-
members, runs once a month from Sept. to June. There is one more
event planned for the program this year (on May 29). 

For more information about the Teens and Tweens program, contact
Laura Marjovsky at 477-7539 or lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com.

Speaking their language - Offering tweens activities, strictly for them, a big hit

Program Assistant JAMI
ROSENBERG, Aquatics &
Recreation Supervisor CHERYL
SHUSTER, and Children &
Family Program Coordinator
LAURA MARJOVSKY.

Some of the tweens at the Rady JCC’s latest “Strictly
Teens and Tweens” event, held Apr. 24.
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Over 85 ex-
Winnipeggers turned
out to hear Levine
read excerpts from his
book, as well as meet
the author.

The idea for holding
a Toronto launch
came from Abe
Anhang who, along
with the late Harold
Buchwald, were the
driving forces behind
the creation of the
book, which has also
established itself as a
bona fide Manitoba
best seller (over 1,000
copies sold).

To date, over 2,300
copies of Coming of
Age have been sold,
with over 100 having
been sold in Toronto
in two only two days.

Anhang enlisted the
help of former
Winnipegger Gerry
Schwartz, whose wife,
Heather Reisman, is
the CEO of Chapters
Indigo Books. 

As well, Schwartz
paid for a large ad in
the Canadian Jewish
News that invited for-
mer Winnipeggers (or
anyone with an inter-
est in the subject of
Manitoba Jewish his-
tory) to attend Levine’s
Toronto book launch.

Also supporting this
event was the Jewish
Foundation of
Manitoba, whose
executive director,
Marsha Cowan
attended the Toronto
launch. Cowan noted
that publication of
Coming of Age had
been aided by a
$15,000 grant from
the Foundation. 

During his remarks
to the former
Winnipeggers who
were in attendance,
Abe Anhang noted
that he was “happy to
be in Toronto – home
to as many former
Winnipeggers as there
are Winnipeggers.”

Anhang went on to
urge anyone in the
audience who hadn’t
been back to
Winnipeg in a long
time to consider com-
ing home. He said that Mayor Sam Katz “phoned me this morning,
saying he’d promise to pay for the moving costs” for anyone wanting
to return to Winnipeg.

Allan Levine humourously told the audience that Coming of Age is
the “only book where people who open it start off with the index.”

“I had two objectives” in writing the book, Levine noted: “Try to get
the story right” and “get a book that people would actually read.” 

The next big event for Coming of Age will be its softcover launch on
Sunday, May 16 at McNally Robinson, at 2:00 pm. Local celebrities
will be in attendance, reading excerpts from the book.

Toronto
(Cont. from page 1.)

Some of the 85 former Winnipeggers who
crowded into Indigo Books flagship store to
attend the Toronto launch of Coming of
Age.

ELAINE (MELLER) TODRES, ANITA
JACOBSON, and RUBIN TODRES.

Dr. KEN SCHWARTZ, Dr. BRIAN FISH-
MAN and SUSAN FISHMAN

SHARNA SEARLE and ALLAN LEVINE

SHEILA ARKIN, REVA & MARK WALDMAN



By MYRON LOVE
This Saturday (May

8) marks the 65th

anniversary of VE
Day, the day that
Germany offered its
unconditional sur-
render and the war
in Europe came to an
end. On May 8,
1945, Morris
(Moishe) Kirshner
and Eric Swirsky
were in Germany
with their units when
the German surren-
der was announced. 

For the Winnipeg-
born Swirsky, com-
ing from the West, it
marked the end of
eight months of con-
tinuous fighting. For
Kirshner, coming
from the East, his
unit’s participation in
the capture of Berlin was the culmination of one and a half years of
tough combat.

The War actually began for Kirshner – who is turning 90 in a couple
of weeks – in 1939 when the Germans initially occupied his home
town of in the eastern part of Poland. “The first question that the first
German soldier I saw asked was if I was a Jew,” says Kirshner. “That
question rang in my ears for the duration of the war.”

(Kirshner’s overall life story can be read in more detail in the newly
released “Voice of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors” which was com-

piled and edited by
Belle Millo.)

That first time, the
Germans only
stayed for three days
before the Russians
came in as per the
infamous agreement
between Hitler and
Stalin to divide
Poland between
them. Kirshner felt it
prudent to leave his
town and go farther
east. He joined an
uncle going to Kiev
in Ukraine. In Kiev,
he and a number of
other expatriate
Poles were con-
scripted into the
Russian army. 

“Because we were
Poles,” he recalls,
“the Russians didn’t
trust us with

weapons. We became a work battalion.”
Kirshner describes widespread hunger and starvation for everyone at

that time. When the Russians came looking for a volunteer to drive a
tractor on a communal farm, he stepped forward. While he didn’t
know how to drive a tractor, the older men on the farm taught him. He
recalls that there were no younger men on the farm.

“Life on the farm was good,” he recalls. “There was no electricity.
Everyone used kerosene lamps. Because I was driving the tractor, I had
a lot of kerosene. I would give the women some of my extra kerosene
and they would give me extra food in return.”

In early 1943, Kirshner learned that the Russian government was
going to allow the Polish Government in exile to form a Polish army
in Russia from the tens of thousands of Poles, Ukrainians and Jews
who the Russians had shipped to Siberia. He applied to join but found
out that Jews weren’t welcome unless they were doctors or dentists.

Near the end of 1943, a second Polish army was mustered just east
of Moscow under the leadership of General Sweirchewsky. This time
when Kirshner volunteered, he was accepted.

“I was assistant platoon commander in the artillery with the 23rd reg-
iment of the Sixth Division,” he says. “We trained for three months.”

Kirshner and his comrades fought through Ukraine to the Polish bor-
der. “Just outside of Krakow, our general addressed the entire division
in an open field,” Kirshner recalls. “He encouraged us to remember
that we were Poles entering German-held territory. He told us that our
duty was to defend our country and urged us to take the fight to our
enemy.”

Shortly thereafter, Kirshner’s regiment became the first to liberate
Auschwitz. The sights of the ovens, the ashes, the suitcases with cloth-
ing and eye glasses and especially the crate full of soap made from
Jewish victims horrified him.

“I was ready to burn the world,” he says. 
There were only a few people alive,” he recalls. “They were sitting

on benches but couldn’t walk or talk. There was little we could do for
them. Most were too far gone.”

The Division continued on through Poland. In the town of Bydgosz,
Kirshner and some of his fellow soldiers captured the mayor and
found that he had a collection of Torah covers and crowns stored in
his attic. “He didn’t know what they were,” Kirshner says. “We
roughed him up a bit before turning him over to headquarters.”

Another time, he and fellow soldiers discovered some SS men who
were in hiding. “I told them that I was a Jew before we shot them.”

Kirshner and his battalion fought their way through Warsaw and up
to Kohlberg, the large German port on the Baltic Sea. The assignment
outside Kohlberg was to shell the German boats escaping from Latvia,
Lithuania and Estonia and force them away from shore farther out into
the Baltic where the Russian submarines could get them. At Kohlberg,
Kirshner and three others were designated to go into the city and
scout out the situation. He ran into two armed German soldiers in the
dark. Fortunately, they were too startled to react and Kirshner came
away unscathed. 

“At the docks, there were thousands of dead soldiers,” he recalls.
“We flattened Kohlberg.”

He was the only one of the four spies to get back to his unit. The
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Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until March 31, 2011)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant

World War II veterans were on the ground in Germany when war ended

(Cont. on page 19. See “WWII veterans”.)

ERIC SWIRSKY with wartime diary.MORRIS KIRSHNER with combat medals.



By MYRON LOVE
Expatriate Winnipegger Judith Lander is coming home. On

Saturday. May 15, the Broadway star is going to be on stage at Temple
Shalom – along with long time Temple Shalom cantor Len Udow -
performing a benefit concert on behalf of Winnipeg’s only Reform
Congregation.

The goal of “Heating Up the Shul II” (which includes an art and
bake sale before the concert), notes Udow is top raise money to help
pay for a new heating and cooling system for the building.

Lander and Udow go back a long way together. It was the late Sara
Udow, Len’s mother, who first recognized the young Lander’s talent
when Udow recruited her for the Rosh Pina Synagogue choir. 

“Judith and I have been on the same musical odyssey,” Udow says.
“Judith is like a sister to me. She spent a lot of time as a teenager at
my home studying with my mother. We are old and dear friends and
kindred spirits.”

The concept for the concert originated with Udow. “Judith and I
will be combining our two journeys over the past half century,” he
says. “We started together in Winnipeg in the 1960s. I followed more
or a folk or roots path musically. Judith gravitated to the stage.”

Lander got her start in musical theatre with the original Broadway
and American touring company of “Jacques Brel is Alive and Well”
in the late 1960s. She also starred in the Boston production of “From
Berlin to Broadway”, a tribute to the music of Kurt Weill. She remains
much in demand as a jazz singer.

For “Heating Up the Shul II”, Lander and Udow will be combining
their musical streams performing their own compositions as well as
music by Jewish songwriters from Tin Pan Alley to musical theatre.
They will be accompanied by the shul’s own Friday Night Live Band. 

Incidentally, Lander’s 21-year-old son, Kalan Vaksanovich (he was
named after Lander’s mother, Clara – her Jewish name was Kayla)
recently graduated from Ryerson’s Radio and Television Arts program.

other three were
picked off by
German snipers.

On the last
day of the war,

with his unit now esconced in Berlin,
Kirshner had another close call with death. It
was a very hot day, he recounts, and he was
thirsty. So he wandered off in search of water.
While he was away, two low flying German
planes shot up the truck he had been travel-
ling in, killing everyone in it.

Eric Swirsky, who recently celebrated his
90th birthday, enlisted in the artillery in
Winnipeg on October 2, 1941. His unit, the
15th Canadian Field Regiment – which was
made up of Winnipeggers – was shipped out
to England in June, 1942, shortly after
Swirsky married the former Molly Gardner,
his wife of 68 years.

There was one other Jewish fellow, Cecil
Golden, in the unit, he recalls.

After further training in England, the 15th

Canadian was taken over to recently liberat-
ed Falaise in Normandy – in July, 1944 – as
part of the 4th Canadian Armoured Division.
“We fought our way through France, Belgium
and Holland into Germany,” he recalls.
“Being with the artillery, I was always behind
the lines.”

Passover 1945 found Swirsky and his unit at
the Rhine River in Germany. “We stopped
there for a while to regroup,” he
recalls. “The Army Services
Corps delivered 2 pound boxes
of matzah to all the Jewish sol-
diers.”

As well, he recounts, one
Rabbi S. Cass, serving as a chap-
lain with the Canadian armed
forces, organized a Pesach seder
for the Jewish soldiers (among
them fellow Winnipeggers Irvin
Pollock and Sam Walsh). “There
were about 30 of us at the
seder,” Swirsky recalls. “We
were gathered in a school in the
German community of Kleve. It
was virtually the only building
still standing. We had all the
trimmings.”

Back at camp later that
evening, Swirsky and his fellow
artillery were given the order by
General Eisenhower to start fir-
ing all their guns at midnight.
“By daybreak, we had crossed
the Rhine and the final push to
end the war was underway,”
Swirsky says.

On VE day, Swirsky and his
unit were near Oldenberg is
north western Germany. “We

were expecting the war’s end,” he says. “We
celebrated the way soldiers usually do.”

Shortly after VE Day, the 15th Canadian Field
Regiment was moved back to Holland. “We
sold our artillery pieces to the Dutch who
took control of the area we had captured,”
Swirsky recalls. 

He came home on December 10, 1945 and
was officially discharged on January 16,
1946. After returning home, Swirsky went
into partnership with his brother-in-law, Alvin
Gardner, in a dry cleaning and tailoring busi-
ness.

“Everything happened so fast during the
war that it is hard to remember specific
details,” Swirsky says.

In 1966, Eric went back to Holland with
Molly to a village in Holland called Needa
where a Dutch family had befriended him
during the war. “As soon as I walked into their
grocery store, they recognized me even
though it had been 21 years since I was
there,” Swirsky says. “We spent a pleasant
day with them. I offered to bring them to
Canada, but they preferred to stay in Needa.”

Morris Kirshner never had any interest in
going back to Poland or Russia. After the war,
he reconnected with an uncle and the uncle’s
niece. There was family in Winnipeg – Malca
Fink was his father’s sister – and the three-
some decided to come to Winnipeg in 1948.

In Winnipeg, Kirshner went to night school
to learn English, met and married Betty
(Shragge who was also a Holocaust survivor)
and operated a successful grocery store in St.
Boniface for close to 35 years.

In recent years, Kirshner has spoken fre-
quently about the Holocaust and his experi-
ences to high school students here and in
Florida where Morris and Betty have a
daughter. He tells kids – some of whom are
of German background – who ask him if he
is still mad at the Germans that he is mad at
those who were living in Germany in the
1930s and ‘40s, but not at those who were
born after the war.

“I am asked if I killed anyone,” he says. “I
say that I was defending myself.

“Speaking about the war takes a lot out of
you. It brings back a lot of bad memories.”

Both Kirshner and Swirsky remain active as
members of the General Monash Branch of
the Royal Canadian Legion and they and their
wives participate in the programs at the
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre .
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WII veterans
(Cont. from page 18.)

Temple Shalom fundraiser to feature Judith Lander

“Everything happened so fast during
the war that it is hard to remember

specific details,” Swirsky says.



I am certain
that most of
you who own
c o m p u t e r s
are inundated
on an almost
daily basis
with e-mails
from friends
and acquain-

tances who wish to share humorous
anecdotes with you.

For example: My most recent mis-
sive spoke of the old Jewish Catskill
comics of vaudeville days. Interes-
tingly, it was pointed out that of the
35 or so listed, none of them ever
used obscene language in their mate-
rial. 

One comedian tells: “Someone
stole all my credit cards, but I won’t
be reporting it. The thief spends less
than my wife did.”

Then there are the multitudinous
messages which tell of how Israel is constantly being scorned and
deprecated, and always having to play the role of the underdog,
despite the fact that it has contributed so much to the rest of the world.

Another that caught my eye recently, that is more than somewhat
related to the aforementioned example, was a brief in the sports sec-
tion of Newsday that touts US tennis star Venus Williams’ semi-finals
win in the Dubai Championships over Israel’s Shahar Peer, who is
ranked #15 in the world. 

The article pointed out that the real story wasn’t the black woman’s
victory over the Israeli, but that Williams, the defending champion of
the prestigious tournament, agreed to defend her 2009 title, but only
under the condition that Shahar was admitted to the United Arab
Emirates in the first place. 

The magazine went on to state: “Ms. Williams deserves far greater
recognition of her compassionate and selfless act. She stood up for her
principles and put her professional position on the line in order to
achieve her objective. Very few individuals would have had the guts
to do what she did. For this, I feel she should be commended and held
up as a role model for other athletes and professionals who may have
the opportunity one day to make a decision of this nature.”

Last year, you see, Peer was denied a visa by UAE, and never par-
ticipated in the event. The 23-year-old Jerusalem-born Peer, who
began playing tennis at age six, and who has won close to $3 million
dollars on the tennis tour, also received additional support from anoth-
er well-known tennis star, a TV channel, and a prominent newspaper
when she was boycotted.

“Tennis Channel” decided not to televise the event, The Wall Street
Journal dropped its sponsorship, and the 2008 winner of the men’s
singles, American born Andy Roddick, chose not to defend his men’s
title with prize money of over $2 million, to protest against the UAE’s
refusal to grant Peer a visa. The pressure brought to bear upon Dubai
officials, who did not want to lose their 2010 event, and the multi-mil-
lion dollar windfall helped them to abandon their discriminatory pol-
icy.

Allon Sinai of The Jerusalem Post described how Shahar was still
made to feel as an outsider, supposedly for her own safety and well
being. He noted that tournament organizers restricted her movement
to the tennis courts and her hotel throughout the week. She was com-
pletely separated from the rest of the players. 

In fact, she wasn’t
allowed to play on center
court.

Williams was later quoted
as saying that “Shahar is
just brave. She’s got so
much character. I can’t
imagine being in her shoes.
I can’t imagine playing so
well with these kinds of cir-
cumstances. I just have to
give her congratulations
and props. She’s coura-
geous. I don’t think anyone
else on the tour could do
what she’s doing.”

I suppose that in a perfect
world, politics and discrim-
ination wouldn’t enter into
it, but as we all know it has
been forever thus.

POST PATTER: 
On May 1st the Softball Hall of Fame opened its doors

once again. One of the inductees was the late Ben Adelman, whose
1947 and ’48 teams won the Manitoba senior A championship. I
recall watching him play back then, when I was in early elementary
school, and he was a husky third baseman who drove the ball with
power, along with the likes of centre fielder Leible Hershfield – named
the Jewish athlete of the half century, and players named Zamick and
Rosenberg among others. I recall the major matchup was always
between the Whirlaways and Northern Hotel. I always, of course,
pulled for the former, since that club had more Jewish players than any
of the others. 

Pitcher Jason Marquis of the Washington Capitals, who signed a
two-year pact during the winter for a guaranteed $15-million, has
developed arm trouble, and no date has been set for his return. The
former Brave, Cardinal, and Cub was the proverbial innings-eater who
usually pitched more than 200 innings a season, and it may be that
the wear and tear has finally taken its toll. 

I’m not saying that Marquis hid the fact that he had a sore arm when
he signed, but it is quite common for players to downplay injuries in
order to extend their careers. 

He started three games this spring, lost all three, and pitched a total
of 8.1 innings without recording a single strikeout, along with a bloat-
ed 20.52 ERA. The latest is that he may not need surgery. The diagno-
sis is that he has bone chips and inflammation in his right elbow. 

Israeli forward Omri Casspi had a very decent rookie season with
the NBA Sacramento Kings. 

The 6’ 9” 225 lb. first round draft pick, 23rd overall in the 2009 lot-
tery, started 31 of 77 games and had a points-per-game average of
10.3, plus 4.5 rebounds. Number 18 also averaged 25 minutes per
game, a rather uncommon number for a first-year player unless he was
chosen in the top ten of the draft.

Forward Oren Eizenman, 25, who played briefly last season with the
Manitoba Moose, spent most of 2009-10 with Stockton Thunder of the
East Coast Hockey League and scored 21 goals along with 38 assists.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Tennis star Venus Williams stood up for Israeli player

Israeli-Arab lawmakers visit Libya
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A delegation of Israeli Arabs, including six

Knesset members, is visiting Libya.
The 40-member delegation arrived in Libya on Libyan President

Muammar Gadhafi’s private jet on Saturday for a two-day visit. 
In a meeting with Gadhafi on Sunday, the Libyan leader reportedly

told the group, “We are not against Jews, but against Zionism.”
The invitation to visit Libya was extended two weeks ago via the

Libyan ambassador to Jordan, Muhammad Hassan al-Barghouti.
Members of the delegation were not granted Libyan visas, nor did
they travel on their Israeli passports; instead they used special entry
permits issued by Libya, according to reports.

Israel and Libya do not have official diplomatic ties, but Israel has
not declared Libya an enemy state. This is the first time Israeli law-
makers have visited Libya.

Israel, U.S. ink open skies pact
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Israel and the United States signed an open

skies agreement.
Such an agreement removes restrictions on the airlines that may

schedule flights between the two countries, leaving the determina-
tion to the marketplace.

“This agreement is good news for both countries,” Ray LaHood, the
U.S. secretary of transportation, said in a statement last Friday, after
the agreement was signed. “Consumers, airlines and economies of
both the United States and Israel will enjoy the benefits of competi-
tive pricing and more convenient service.”

Israeli officials have said that they expect prices to drop substan-
tially as a result of the agreement.

The United States now has open-skies agreements with 97 coun-
tries.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

SHAHAR PEER, com-
pletely separated from
the rest of the players,
she wasn’t allowed to
play on center court.

VENUS WILLIAMS, the defending champi-
on of the Dubai Championships, agreed to
defend her 2009 title, but only under the
condition that Shahar Peer was admitted
to the United Arab Emirates in the first
place.
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Profile

Harry and Dora Rosenbaum
By MARTIN ZEILIG

This is another in an occasional
series of profiles about Jewish
seniors in Winnipeg.

During the Second World War,
a teenager named Dora Paul
worked in a restaurant in Clear
Lake, Manitoba – about three
hours west of Winnipeg in Riding
Mountain National Park– for a
summer.

One day, some men – consci-
entious objectors, from a nearby
government work camp – came
into the diner for a meal.

All the other staff looked down
upon them for not serving in the
armed forces, like so many other
Canadian men, and referred to
them as “zombies,” recalls Dora
Rosenbaum, who married the
man who became her husband,
Harry Rosenbaum, 61 years ago
this June.

“I just treated them like anyone
else, and served the men sandwiches and soft drinks,” she says during
an interview in the pleasant home she and Harry share in Garden City.

“After all, they were human beings and deserved to be treated with
dignity and respect.”

During the Second World War, nearly 750,000 men applied for a
postponement. Some of them were temporary delays, but 262,634
had their service postponed for the whole war. Of these, only four per-
cent (10,782) were COs, notes information found at www.alterna-
tiveservice.ca

“Most of the other 96 percent were farmers, miners, loggers, and fac-
tory workers,” says the online source.

“Without them, Canada wouldn’t have had food to eat, coal for their
furnaces, wood for houses, or other essential items. Canada’s COs did
all these tasks and more. The 10,000 COs were no different than the
250,000 other eligible men who stayed home during the war. All of
them did valuable work, but for different reasons.”

It was their love of music that drew the couple together initially at
gatherings of the then United Jewish People’s Order youth division,
says Dora.

“We didn’t know each other before then,” comments Harry, adding
that he came from an Orthodox family who lived on Manitoba
Avenue.

Dora, who worked for 25 years as a secretary for Winnipeg School
Division One, adds: “Our habit in the UJPO was to get together in
somebody’s house on weekend evenings and listen to recorded
music.”

Harry notes that as a youth he played the bugle in the General
Monash Branch of the Royal Canadian Legion.

“At age 14, I joined the Winnipeg Light Infantry, which had a bugle
band,” he says.

“From there, I joined the army in 1943 where I was trained as a
machine gunner. I trained at the Fort Osborne Barracks (now the Asper
Jewish Community Campus). From there, I went to the University of
Manitoba which had an army base, and then to Camp Shilo (in
Western Manitoba). Then, I was shipped to England and transferred to

the Cameron Highlanders of
Canada.”

Harry saw action in Belgium,
Holland and Germany during the
war.

After the fighting ended, he
stayed on in Europe for 11 more
months because of a special
assignment.

“My company was in charge of
guarding Kurt Meyer in a bar-
racks in Germany,” Harry, a
retired electrical contractor,
explains.

Brigadefiihrer Meyer was held
as a prisoner of war until
December 1945, when in the
town of Aurich Germany he was
charged with five war crimes,
says information found in
Wikipedia-the free encyclope-
dia.

After a brief trial, he was con-
victed of three of the five
charges:

• inciting his troops to deny quarter
• the killing of seven Canadian prisoners of war at his headquar-

ters at the L’Ancienne Abbaye Ardenne on 8 June 1944
• the killing of eleven Canadian prisoners of war at his head-

quarters at the L’Ancienne Abbaye Ardenne on 7 June 1944.
The War Crimes Commission prosecutor for the trial was Canadian

Army Lt. Col. Clarence S. Campbell, says the historical record.
“Meyer served five years in Dorchester Penitentiary, in New

Brunswick….” 
“He was then transferred to a British military prison in Werl, West

Germany. During his time in jail, he corresponded with several
Canadian officers who had faced him in Normandy, and continued to
keep in contact with some of these former adversaries after his release.

“After nine years imprisonment, he was released on 7 September
1954 and after several unsuccessful job applications went to work for
the Andreas Brewery in Hagen.

“Suffering from failing health, Meyer had three mild strokes in 1961,
eventually dying of a heart attack in Hagen, Westphalia on 23
December, 1961, his 51st birthday.”

Interestingly, while Harry’s company was guarding Meyer, Dora
observes that she was a member of the now defunct Manitoba Peace
Council – a group that was actively protesting against Meyer’s release
from prison back to Germany.

Over the years, Harry and Dora, who have three sons – Lin,
Norman, and Sid – and three young adult grandchildren, have been
active in a variety of organizations besides the UJPO: the Boyd Park
Community Centre, the Seven Oaks Historical Society, Inc., the North
End Jewish Folk Choir, and, the Festival Choir at the Ukrainian Labour
Temple.

“I have had the same friends I had when I was 10 years old from a
club called The Tigers,” says Harry, adding that their greatest satisfac-
tion has been watching the grandchildren grow up.

Dora, who volunteered for a number of years at the Jewish Heritage
Centre, remarks: “The years have gone by in a blink.”

But, what an eyeful of life!

DORA and HARRY ROSENBAUM

Reporter will turn over top secret documents
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Lawyers for the Israeli reporter who received top secret

Israeli army documents from a former soldier will turn them over to security offi-
cials. 

Haaretz reporter Uri Blau met with his attorneys in London, where he is in hid-
ing from Israel’s Shin Bet security service, and told them where to find documents
given to him by Anat Kamm. 

The attorneys are scheduled to return Wednesday to Israel and turn over the doc-
uments, Haaretz reported. 

Blau previously had turned over about 50 documents to the Shin Bet, but report-
edly retained those that could have identified Kamm as his source. 

Kamm has since waived her journalistic immunity as Blau’s source and called on
him to return to Israel from London with all of the documents she provided him. 

Kamm has admitted to stealing about 2,000 documents, which she downloaded
on to two discs, while serving her mandatory military service in the Israeli army’s
Central Command. She subsequently was a media reporter for Walla, an online
news site that until recently was owned partly by Haaretz. 

Iranian scientist requests 
asylum in Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – An Iranian nuclear scientist has
requested political asylum in Israel, an Israeli law-
maker said.

Ayoub Kara, a Druze minister of the Likud Party,
said Saturday that an Iranian academic with ties to
Iran’s nuclear program passed the request for asylum
via an Israeli woman of Iranian descent, according to
reports.

The scientist is waiting for Israel’s decision from a
“friendly” third country, according to Kara, who did
not name the scientist or the country in which he is
hiding.

The Washington Post reported Sunday that an
increasing number of Iranian nuclear scientists are
defecting or leaking information about Iran’s nuclear
program to Western nations.
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Ricki Segal

By RICKI SEGAL
The year was 1955 and on May 5, my

brother Marvin was born. Mom had more
than she could handle with Marvin, my six-
year-old sister and me, who was nine years
old. So in the summer holidays, I was sent to
stay with Baba and Zayde on the farm.

My Auntie Grace and Uncle Sam, along
with my two cousins Janice and Neil, who
were two and four years old at the time, lived
in a tiny house across the road from Baba and
Zayde. I used to love going to Auntie Grace’s
and sitting close to the radio so that I could
listen to the soaps. I would sit next to it so that
I wouldn’t miss a word they were saying.

Auntie Grace belonged to a group called
the Lorne Hill Ladies. One of the major
events at that time was their annual picnic,
which was going to take place in Beausejour,
Manitoba. The park in Beausejour not only
had lots of trees and shrubs, but it also had a
man-made lake.

I was very excited when that Sunday came
and I could go along with Auntie Grace,
Uncle Sam, Janice and Neil to the picnic.
Many of the people there were from the sur-
rounding farms, but I especially remember
seeing Bessie and Sam Maslovsky and their
children Myrna, Miry, and Joel. They were the
only other Jewish family in that area.

One of the ladies wore a large beige straw
hat with a bright blue ribbon around the out-
side of the brim. The lady with the large hat
would become my landmark and be more
significant as the rest of my story reveals.

Upon arrival at the park, the ladies began to
spread blankets on the sand, marking each of
their own territories. After several hours, or
what seemed like hours to my young mind, I
began to become bored and decided to go for
a little walk by myself down the beach away
from the picnic site. I had the large hat land-

mark in my mind as I walked, so I could see
where I had to go and return to the picnic. As
long as I could see the lady with the big beige
hat and its bright blue ribbon, everything
would be okay, I thought, with all the maturi-
ty of a 9 year-old.

As luck would have it, I ran into my friend
Valerie London, who was there with her fam-
ily. Each of us was carrying our favourite mar-
bles and we decided to walk further along the
beach. We were probably about 25 feet away
from the picnic grounds when we sat down
on the beach in the nice warm sand and
began to play marbles. The object of the
game was to see if we could touch the other
person’s marbles when we threw our marbles
into the sand. If one of my marbles touched

one of Valerie’s marbles when I threw it, her
marble was then given to me and vice versa.
We both found this game so intriguing that
time just flew by.

Valerie and I were having a great time
while, unbeknownst to me, everyone at the
picnic was looking for me. I had disappeared,
and Auntie Grace and Uncle Sam were just
frantic. Convinced that I was in the water, all
the people at the picnic began to walk along
the shore of the water and into the lake. After
some time, Auntie Grace was convinced that
I had drowned. (Some 50 years, later as
Auntie Grace retold the story to me, she
could still relive that horrible feeling she had
when she thought that I was dead.)

All of a sudden, in the middle of my game
with Valerie, I heard my name called. I
looked up and saw that it was Auntie Grace.
As soon as she got closer, she scooped me up
in her arms and began to hug me. A few sec-
onds later, she began to cry with relief.
However, once she had gotten over her initial
feeling of relief, I was in deep trouble.

I got a real talking-to from my aunt and
uncle about the grief that I not only caused
them but how I had managed to put a damper
on the big social event of the year for the
Lorne Hill Ladies! Oy Vey!

That was the last picnic that Auntie Grace
and Uncle Sam ever took me to, as I was
deemed a rebel and not to be trusted. That
was a very valuable lesson to learn. I never
strayed from a gathering again without telling
an adult of my whereabouts. To this day,
when I decide to go out of town or just away
for a few hours, I always let someone know
my plans.

We lost Uncle Sam almost a year ago, but
Auntie Grace is still with us, and I still feel the
love and care from her that began so long
ago.

Winnipeg Holocaust survivor addresses 2,000 students 
at Saskatoon Holocaust Memorial Program

The Lorne Hill Ladies picnic. The people in
there are SID STERN, RICKI STERN,
CAROLE STERN, GRACE LAZAR, and
JANICE LAZAR.

The Lorne Hill Ladies Picnic 

By MYRON LOVE
Holocaust survivor Regine Frankel has been speaking publicly

about her Holocaust experiences for over 20 years, both in Montreal
(where she lived for 45 years) and Winnipeg (she moved here five
years ago to be closer to family). But, she says, she never had to face
the number of students she spoke to in Saskatoon a couple of weeks
back. 

“There were over 2,000 students,”
she says. “It was awesome. And
when I spoke at the annual memori-
al service, I received a standing ova-
tion.”

Frankel was the keynote speaker at
Congregation Agudas Israel’s annual
Holocaust Memorial Service (on
Sunday, April 18, at the synagogue)
and Holocaust Education Program (April 16 and 17) for Saskatoon
high school students.

“We began holding annual Holocaust Memorial services in 1982,”
says Ron Gitlin, who co-chairs the synagogue’s Holocaust Memorial
Committee with his wife, Jan. “A few years ago, we expanded the
program and invited members of the general community to the
memorial program. Then, we thought we would invite high school
students, too. It is a unique opportunity to teach students about the
Holocaust and discrimination and complements what they learn
about the Holocaust in school.” He notes that all the high schools in
and around Saskatoon are invited to participate in the annual pro-
gram – on a first to respond, first serve basis. “There were more than
300 students we couldn’t accommodate this year because we didn’t
have enough room,” he says.

The high school students came to the synagogue/community cen-

tre for the program in groups of 500. Frankel notes that there were
four sessions. 

The former Regine Rubenfeld spoke about her life in France during
the Holocaust. The Rubenfeld Family (including her sister, Rachel
Fink, and her brother, the late Georges Rubenfeld) story is included
in the newly released Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors, edit-

ed by Belle Millo and published by the
Freeman Family Holocaust Centre of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada. She spoke about being in hiding
throughout the war years in southern
France.

One story she told occurred at war’s end
when the Rubenfeld Family was able to
return to their home. “A group of German
prisoners of war was marching past our

house,” she recalled. “Some of them were crying out for water.
Despite what we had been through, my mother, my sister and I took
out some water to give them.

“Whenever I talk about the Holocaust, I am transported back to
that time,” she says.

Frankel was impressed with the attentiveness and interest of her
student audiences. “They asked a lot of questions,” she says. “It was
gratifying to be able to reach so many students and others. I hope
what I had to say makes people think.”

Gitlin notes that several Jewish Saskatoon students who have been
on the March of the Living and on visits to the Holocaust Museum
in Washington helped organize the Memorial events which also
included candle lightings, displays and posters.

“The Memorial service organizers did a great job,” Frankel says.

“A group of German prisoners of war was
marching past our house,” Regine Frankel
recalled. “Some of them were crying out

for water. Despite what we had been
through, my mother, my sister and I took

out some water to give them.”
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By MYRON LOVE
Dear Alon:
You and I have known each other for a number of years. I know that

you have a deep sense of Jewish spirituality and an appreciation for
Yiddishkeit. I know that you are an idealist who longs to see peace in
the world as do I.

When it come to Israel though, you (and most others on the Left)
seem to view the situation through an inverted mirror. No matter what
the Palestinian leadership does or doesn’t do, somehow, it always
seems to be Israel that is to blame.

In response to your op-ed piece in the last issue of the paper, allow
me to start with your assertion that people (presumably meaning
“Jewish People”) “use the Holocaust to defend or deflect attention
from Israel’s treatment of the Palestinian People”. I consider myself
quite well read on the situation and I don’t doubt that there are peo-
ple who are concerned about Israelis being the victims of a second
Holocaust. I, however, have never read or heard of anybody actually
saying that because Jews were persecuted in the Holocaust, we have
the right to persecute the Palestinians. Have you?

On the other hand, though, it is a widely-held belief throughout the
Arab World (a belief reinforced by President Obama in his speech to
the Arab World in Cairo last year) that Europe gave Israel to the Jews
out of guilt about European complicity in the Holocaust.

The Palestinian political and religious leadership refuse to accept
that there has ever been any Jewish historical connection to the land
of Israel. Are you aware of that?

As well, with the president of Iran continually threatening to destroy
Israel, and a heavily armed Hezbollah sitting on Israel’s northern bor-
der, and an equally heavily-armed Hamas on the southwestern border,
do you not think that Israelis might have some reason for concern?

And how does criticizing Israel and “holding it accountable”
improve Israel’s security? Do you not recall how after Israel unilater-
ally pulled all of its soldiers and communities out of Gaza in 2005 that
Hamas and Islamic Jihad responded by firing thousands of missiles
into Israeli communities bordering Gaza? How did Israel’s pullback
from Gaza improve Israel’s security? And, if Israel should give back
Jerusalem to the Palestinians, do you really believe that Hamas and
Hezbollah would beat their missiles into ploughshares?

I understand what you are saying about dehumanizing others.
Unfortunately, that is a too common human trait. And yes, there are
Jews who regard the Palestinians and Arabs that way. I would argue
though, that that kind of attitude is much more common among the
Palestinians and Arabs where Jews and Israelis are concerned. After
all, how can it be anything else when Palestinians schools from
kindergarten up teach hatred of Jews and Israelis and Moslem reli-
gious leaders are regularly quoted as telling their followers that Jews
are descendants of “pigs and monkeys”. Why are you not crying out
against the crude anti-Semitism coming out of the Arab world?

And why are you wasting your time with that spurious issue of
“Israeli Apartheid”? I am sure you are well aware that Apartheid is a
system of government-mandated segregation of peoples according to
race. How does that apply to Israel? You must be aware that Jews and
Moslems come in all skin shades and that anybody can become
Jewish or Moslem. I am sure you are aware that there has never been
any official Israeli government policy of segregating anybody by race
or religion. You must be aware that there are 1.5 million Arab citizens
in Israel who enjoy all the benefits and freedoms of Israeli citizenship.
And while Arabs (and Haredim) are not required to serve in the Israeli
army, many Druze, Bedouin and Christian Arabs do.

And how can it be called “Apartheid” on the West Bank when the
vast majority of Arabs on the West Bank live under the administration
of the Palestinian Authority. Again with the inverted mirror, it is the PA
who say no Jews are allowed to live in their territories. Is that not
“Apartheid”? Is that not discrimination? “Is that not anti-Semitism?
Where is your outrage?

Also, how do university conferences on “Israel Apartheid” advance
the prospects for peace in the region? What should Israel be doing dif-
ferently specifically?

You write of the Palestinians as the “forgotten underdog in the
encounter with the heavily-funded Israeli army”. Are you unaware of
the billions of dollars that the West has poured into the Palestinian
areas over the years? Where has it gone? Swiss bank accounts? Is Israel
responsible for the Palestinians’ corrupt and undemocratic leadership?

As well, the Palestinians seem to have many more friends in the
world than Israel. The Kurds, the Tibetans, the Darfurians and the

A response to Alon Weinberg

(Cont. on page 24. See “Response to Alon”.)

JSA elects new executives for U of M and U of W
The ballots were cast and the

votes are in: The Jewish Students
Association (JSA) has a new
executive.

Jesse Marantz and Maxim
Berent were named the
University of Winnipeg (U of W)
and University of Manitoba (U of
M) presidents respectively, of
JSA, for the 2010/2011 school
year.

Also on the board are Ilya
Shilshtut and Lauren Slusky, as
the vice-presidents of U of W
and U of M respectively; Israel
affairs chair Paul Myerson for the
U of W; and Shira Meged for the
U of M.

With a new year come new
changes. Berent says that he is
creating a website for JSA that
will be like no other Hillel site.

“We are creating a new website, it will have
our new face. It’s the 21st century. We need to
have a presence online. I looked at other
Hillel websites and this will be the best one,
- nothing compares to it,” says Berent, who
also plans to do other forms of communica-
tion, such as newsletters and online videos
for JSA.

Berent also plans to get involved with other
student groups on campus.

“If they are having programs, being
involved with their programs, to offer our
skills and getting their skills, [we will] have
that connection.”

Some of those skills will be used to find
more members. Both Berent and Marantz are

focused on increasing the membership of
JSA.

“Not all students are graduates from a
Jewish school,  also many of the students are
not coming from a Jewish house, but they
want to be involved with a Jewish life,” says
Berent. “A lot of them aren’t involved with the
community and they want to be, and JSA is
the key to that.”

Marantz agrees and thinks that more small-
er programs, rather than the occasional big
ones, will draw in more members.

“We have people on the board who have
connections to people who were not
involved before. After our kickoff last year [a
boat cruise], there were tons of people there

and after that we never saw them
again. With smaller programs it’s
way easier to get more people,”
says Marantz, who plans to have
monthly Shabbat dinners, bar
nights, hookah sessions, social
gatherings and more.

Another focus of Marantz’s is
getting a JSA room at the
University of Winnipeg.
Currently, JSA shares the
Interfaith Room in the Bulman
Centre with other student
groups. Marantz plans to change
all that.

“We don’t have a room at the
U of W right now and I want to
get one. We need a place where
Jews can hang out and feel wel-
come. We also need a place
where we can store our bagels
and cream cheese… If we get a

room it will suck in new members because
people like a place to hangout.”

Regardless of whether they get new mem-
bers or not, both men feel the same about the
association.

“At the end of the day I want people to
know about us and for people to be proud of
what we do. I want students, when they grad-
uate, to have great Jewish memories,” says
Berent.

Adds Marantz, “JSA’s a really fun place and
I want to do anything in my power to make
that happen. [It’s all about] meeting friends
and relationships that last a lifetime.”

New JSA executive.



It’s the trip of a
lifetime - a free trip
to Israel where you
meet other Jews
around the country
and the world.
Taglit Birthright has
exposed approxi-
mately 500 young

Jews from Winnipeg to Israel since the pro-
gram began. But what happens when you
get back?

Once home from Israel you become an
alumnus of the program. On the Canada
Israel Experience alumni website the mes-
sage “your trip may be over, but the real
adventure is just beginning…” is loud and
clear, but for a lot of people that journey
may have ended the moment the plane
landed back in Canada. 

There are a lot of alumni programs out there; however, since
Winnipeg doesn’t have a Taglit office in the city it can be a lot harder
to attend them. Some groups send out the occasional email or
Facebook message about programs happening usually in Toronto or
elsewhere. But what about Winnipeg? 

Samantha Loxton is the director of campus life and the Israel
Experience Centre at the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. She also
administers the Canada Israel Experience - Birthright Taglit program in
Winnipeg. Loxton says that there are numerous programs that go on
throughout the year including movie nights, Shabbat dinners, bowling
parties, comedy nights and other events.

And the programs aren’t just for the Winnipeg-only trips. The turn
out for these programs is modest and Loxton says that anyone can par-
ticipate in an event regardless of when you went on Birthright.

“Even though alumni from Winnipeg, like so many of the other com-

munities in Canada, may go on different trips to Israel, participants
share the love of Israel and the desire to want to go back soon.
Actually this brings diversity to our programming throughout the year
as this love for Israel is interpreted differently for each person,” said
Loxton in an email.

It’s also through these events that people can learn about other pro-
grams that can take you back to Israel. You can even learn about how
you can support the country, like a program in October called Hoops
4 Israel which inspires Birthright alumni to raise awareness about
Ethiopian communities in the middle east country.

“It is a basketball tournament that raises both awareness and funds
toward supporting a community in Northern Israel. This initiative is
about improving the lives of at-risk youth in Israel’s most vulnerable
Ethiopian communities,” says Loxton

Rotem Diamant, 21, went on Birthright in the summer of 2007 and
hasn’t participated in any programs going on in Winnipeg. She says
the reason for this is a change of email addresses but also the fact that
she would feel daunted to go when she may not know the others
there.

“I’m not sure about the programs, it would be a little intimidating
going by myself to begin with,” says Diamant who was born in Israel.

She says she hears about the occasional speakers and the other
opportunities to go to Israel, but her real connection to being an alum-
ni is still keeping in touch with some people in the program.

“Having those connections around the world is nice,” says Diamant.

10 Years Later - Have Winnipeggers Benefited from Birthright?
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SAMANTHA LOXTON,
director of campus
life and the Israel
Experience Centre at
the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg. Birthright participants.

many other repressed people around
the world should only receive the
amount of recognition that those “for-
gotten underdog Palestinians” receive.

You make it sound like a sin that Israel is well armed. If only Israel
had neighbours such as Canada. It wouldn’t need to be so well-
armed. Or don’t you believe that Israel has the right and responsibili-
ty to defend itself from hostile neighbours near and far?

Do you really believe that if Israel disarmed then the Palestinian fac-
tions, the Syrians, Al Qaeda and Hezbollah would also lay down their
arms, or that Iran would cease its expansionist efforts throughout the
Middle East?

You refer to the trauma suffered by the children of Gaza due to
Israel’s Operation Cast Lead last year. But what of the children of
Sderot and the other Israeli communities bordering Gaza who have
been traumatized by three years of nearly constant missile attacks? Or
have you forgotten those missiles were the reason that Israel launched
Operation Cast Lead? Or do you dismiss the impact of the missiles
because most of them missed their targets? And once again, doesn’t
Israel have a right and responsibility to protect its citizens from attack?

You may not recall that the only peace treaties that Israel has ever
signed with specific Arab foes have come entirely at the behest of the
individual Arab leaders. And when Anwar Sadat, King Hussein and
even Yasser Arafat extended the olive branch of peace, the Israeli lead-
ership at the time responded positively. In those cases, no outside
pressure or threats of boycotts were needed.

The problem is not Israel’s unwillingness to make peace, but rather
the Palestinian and other Arab leaders who refused to sit down with
Israel without precondition, and negotiate peace. Once again, the
inverted mirror.

Now Alon, I have heard you speak about examples of Jewish-Arab
co-operation in the Middle East and between Israeli Jews and
Palestinians. I would like to read more of those examples than point-
less, erroneous and useless criticism of Israel.

Response to Alon
(Cont. from page 23.)
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Community news

The Bat Mitzvah Club
The sweet smell of success

“Good, better, best -
never let it rest
until the good is bet-
ter and the better is
best”
Bat Mitzvah Club
motto
By FREDA GLOW

The fragrance of
fresh baking fills the
air on Sunday after-
noon, April 18th, at
the Labovitch
Center, Sinclair and
Templeton.

About a dozen Bat
Mitzvah Club mem-
bers are busy baking
p a r e v e / k o s h e r
Cream puffs,
Chocolate Krinkle
Cookies and Sweet
Rugelach in the
Synagogue kitchen.

Concentrating on
their tasks and work-
ing independently,
each team follows a
different recipe. The
girls carefully roll
out dough - the
rugelach must be
perfect. And how
much whipped top-
ping is enough for a
cream puff? Be care-
ful, someone shouts,
don’t burn the cook-
ies. Take them out of
the oven quick!

Flushed and happy
with their success,
these ten and eleven
year-olds reveal both
Pleasure and pride in
their busywork. The
best part is yet to
come - sampling the
goods afterwards.

For the past nine
years, Chabad youth
leader Chana
Heidingsfeld has
worked with her hus-
band, Program
Director Boruch
Heidingsfeld, to
supervise the Bat
Mitzvah Club.

A “Hands On” pro-
ject is planned for
each monthly meet-
ing (every three
weeks) from
September to June. This month features
“Eating Kosher” There’s a tour of the kitchen
facilities highlighting dairy, pareve and meat
sections and of course, baking.

Past “hands on” programs have offered tote
and apron decorating and building a four-foot
Leggo menorah for display at the Simpkin
Center. Other popular events were
Scrapbooking and expert presentations - ie.
Facials.

Chana says the aim of the Bat Mitzvah Club
is to instill self-confidence and self-esteem,
while fostering empathy for others less fortu-
nate. Members are asked to find creative
ways to perform acts of loving kindness. For

example, past good deeds included giving
out roses to seniors at the Simpkin Center and
holding a carnival for kids in foster care. Also
big on the To-do List is helping out at home
and volunteering in the community.

Club programs stress growth and maturity
and improving yourself. “Becoming a Bat
Mitzvah is not just about the party”, states a
club pamphlet. “The Bat Mitzvah Club is for
girls, run by girls and starring girls”.

Members are encouraged to run their own
meetings as well as prepare, host and arrange
activities. Each program offers participants
the opportunity for independent thought,
Torah study and an appreciation of Jewish
heritage and traditions. An important part of

the agenda is group discussion on topics that
concern growing teens; relationship with sib-
lings, parents, friends and others. Conflict
and decision-making are also explored. Will
you make the comfortable choice or the right
one? We teach them that they are account-
able for their actions, says Chana.

She noted that many parents are over-pro-
tective. At thirty-three, Chana has six children
herself. She believes that in order for young
people to grow emotionally, they must be
free to learn from their mistakes.

One special club program revolves around
modesty of dress and behaviour. We want the
girls to respect themselves, says Chana, “It’s
the ‘inside’ beauty that counts”.

“I tell them ‘You’re royalty. You carry a big
responsibility - the continuation of the Jewish
people.’”

(All photos courtesy of Rabbi Boruch Heidingsfeld)
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By MARTIN ZEILIG
Over the past few years, the Jewish Heritage

Centre of Western Canada has played a seminal role
in documenting, preserving and disseminating infor-
mation and knowledge on the culture and historical
formation of Jews in Western Canada, comments
Stan Carbone, Director of Programs and Exhibits for
the JHC.

And, those are roles he wants to ensure continue
into the future.

“We, as an organization, in order to serve the
cause of promoting this community, need to work
with the other Jewish organizations on campus and
beyond,” says Carbone during an interview in a
boardroom across from his small office at the Asper
Jewish Community Campus.

Fran Barrett, the JHC executive director, reinforces
the need to foster cultural awareness and communi-
ty empowerment.

“It’s my belief that retaining the history and culture
of any community is essential to keeping that cul-
ture alive,” she says during a telephone interview.

“That’s our job in the Jewish community. We’re a
not-for-profit organization, and we live off dona-
tions at the pleasure of the community. So, we have
to be relevant to the community; or, we don’t get the
support. We’re constantly looking for support.”

Carbone observes that the JHC has entered “a new phase” in its short
but rather illustrious history.

“Over the past year or so, we’ve produced a top notch publication

on the history of Jews in Manitoba, Coming of Age
(Heartland Publications), by professional historian
Allan Levine,” he points out, noting that the coffee
table book is up for several major awards.

“The book was made possible as a result of the rich
archival collection Allan had at his disposal. I would
argue that it’s one of the best archival collections in
Manitoba. It’s quite remarkable. We also continue to
do excellent Holocaust educational programs.”

In fact, the release of a new book earlier in April,
Voices of Winnipeg Holocaust Survivors, compiled and
edited by writer/researcher Belle Millo, was done
through the Freeman Family Holocaust Education
Centre, which is part of the JHC, says Carbone, a
native of San Giovanni In Fiore in Calabria, Italy, who
took his undergraduate degree at the University of
Winnipeg and has a Masters Degree in History (with a
focus on European history) from the University of
Manitoba.

It’s important to note that the JHC was not created in
a vacuum, he adds giving some historical perspective
to the JHC.

“Its formation was the culmination of years of
intense, exciting and fundamental intellectual activi-
ties that benefited both the Jewish and broader com-
munity,” says Carbone, who also serves as Honorary
Vice-Consul of Italy to Winnipeg.

“One of the founding components, the Jewish Historical Society and

Recipes/Profile

Mothers Day - A TOAST To MOM
The Passage in

Aishet Chayil - An
a c c o m p l i s h e d
women who can find
- Far beyond pearls is
her value.

A Jewish home and
a mother is one
where through the

work and love of the women of the house
“God’s blessings are vouched safe”.

As I have learned life’s lessons from my
mother it has been her wisdom that I have
passed onto my children. For many years
when I left Winnipeg I was regularly calling
home for recipes and advice on how to cook
my childhood favourites. Back when I grew
up in Winnipeg’s south end life was less
chaotic. There were no carpools to school, no
running to programs after school and children
were expected to complete their assigned
chores. All seemed so much simpler com-
pared to the chaotic schedule we have today.

Meal time was always at 5:30 p.m. Dad was
home from work and we all ate together at
the kitchen table. No one dared jump up to
answer the telephone during dinner time.
Back then the style was heavy on the beef as
with the cold winters and walking home from
school you had a appetite for the heavier
meals. Mom baked everything herself. I still
recall the smell of banana bread drifting from
the open windows as I came around inside
the house. Before entering I can still visualize
and smell the wonderful fragrance of clean
sheets billowing on the clothes line in the sun
and wind. Mom worked the garden as well
and she made jars of pickles, frozen beans
and corn and used the crab apples for apple-
sauce for the winter.

My married children tell me that I think
exactly the same way as Bubbie, which I take
as a compliment. They say that when we
grow older we become our parents. I do find
myself using the same expressions that were
hers. Life moves on, and the more things

change the more they stay the same. I do
things mom never dreamed of yet what
always remains constant is a mother’s love,
dedication and commitment to her family.

Some of my mom’s favourite morning foods
include french toast and waffles with real
whipped cream. Here are some new ideas
with toast that you can serve your mom.
Happy Mother’s Day to all.

* * *
OVERNIGHT CARAMEL FRENCH TOAST

1 cup brown sugar or less
1/2 cup butter
2 tbsp. Light corn syrup
12 slices challa bread
1/4 cup white sugar
1 tsp. cinnamon
6 eggs beaten
1 1/2 cup milk
1 tsp vanilla

Lightly grease a 13 by 9 inch baking dish;
set aside. Place brown sugar, butter and corn
syrup in a saucepan and bring to a boil.
Remove from heat and pour into the baking
dish. Top mixture with 6 slices of bread sprin-
kle with sugar and cinnamon. Top with
remaining bread. In a bowl combine eggs,
milk, vanilla and whisk to combine and pour
over the bread. Cover and refrigerate
overnight. Remove dish from fridge and if
using glass wait until it comes to room tem-
perature. Preheat oven 350 and bake for 35
minutes. Serves 4 to 6

* * *
FRESH BLUEBERRY PANCAKES

1 cup flour
1/2 tsp. Salt
3/4 tsp. Baking powder
1/2 cup blueberries
1 egg
1 cup buttermilk
(if you don’t have buttermilk you can use reg-
ular milk with 1/2 tsp vinegar and let sit for a
few minutes until milk curdles and the use as
is.)
1 tbsp. Butter

Sift dry ingredients together into a bowl.
Add blueberries. Beat together egg, butter-
milk and butter. Add dry ingredients and mix
just enough to dampen. Drop by spoonfuls
onto a lightly greased pan over medium heat.

* * *
APPLE FRENCH TOAST

6 eggs slightly beaten
1 1/2 cup milk
1 tsp vanilla
1/2 tsp salt
1 cup brown sugar or less
2 tbsp. White corn syrup
1/2 cup margarine
3 or 4 large apples
12 slices bread

Preheat oven 350. Whisk eggs, milk, vanil-
la and salt in a bowl to blend. Peel and slice
apples in medium size pieces. In a pan melt
margarine and add apples and simmer until
just cooked. Add brown sugar and corn syrup
and simmer until sugar has dissolved. Pour
mixture into a 13 by 9 baking dish. Layer 6
slices bread on top of apple mixture, then
add another layer of bread. Make sure bread
is a snug fit. Pour egg mixtures over bread
and apples. Cover and chill overnight. If
using a glass dish let stand till room tempera-
ture. Bake uncovered 40 minutes. Let stand
for 5 minutes. Cut into portions. Serve using
spatula invert each portion on serving plate
so apple side is up.

* * *
BLINTZ PANCAKES

1 cup flour
1/2 tsp salt
1 cup farmers cottage cheese 
1 tbsp. sugar
1 cup sour cream
4 eggs

Sift dry ingredients into a bowl. Add sour
cream, cottage cheese, and beaten eggs. Fold
all ingredients gently. Heat pan over medium
heat. Pour 1/4 cup mixture for each pancake

Turn cakes when bubbles on surface breaks.
Serve with syrup or sour cream. 

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Stan Carbone and the JHC

STAN CARBONE, Director
of Programs and Exhibits for
the JHC: “We, as an organi-
zation, in order to serve the
cause of promoting this
community, need to work
with the other Jewish orga-
nizations on campus and
beyond.”

(Cont. on page 27. See “Stan Carbone”.)



Archives, which
began in the late
1960’s was at the
forefront of

encouraging and developing research pro-
jects that explored all facets of Jewish social
and cultural life in Western Canada,” he
explains.

“Through these initiatives, the Jewish
Historical Society brought to the fore an
understanding of issues, events and social
processes that produced a dynamic and com-
prehensive picture of Judaism within a
Canadian context. It encouraged a multi-
voice, culturally textured definition of
Judaism which incorporated religious and
secular humanist traditions, and identities
based on gender, class and geographic fac-
tors.”

Simply put, the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada has been indispensable in
creating a historical consciousness for the
Jewish community, comments Carbone, who
was curator of Multicultural Studies at the
Manitoba Museum for eight years before
being hired by the JHC.

In 2000, prior to being employed fulltime at
the JHC, Carbone worked as the curator of an
exhibition of Jewish music and musicians in
Winnipeg, which resulted in the publication

of a book, Our Musical Heritage by local
writer/editor Sharon Chisvin.

“It was a really wonderful experience to
work on that project,” Carbone says.

“It allowed for a great degree of creativity,
and allowed me to see how dynamic, rich,
and complex the Jewish community is. I tried
to use the medium of music to understand the
social history of the community, its diversity
both in terms of religious and secular tradi-

tions. From that, I got involved with the JHC.
And, I learned how really complex the orga-
nization was.”

He extols this synergy of people of different
backgrounds.

“This creates a dynamic and varied organi-
zation,” Carbone insists.

“Given the changes, the restructuring we’ve
gone through over the past few years, we
have to create new ways of imparting infor-
mation.”

This creates some
rather interesting
challenges.

“We now have a
new exhibit space,
we refer to as the
corridor display,”

says Carbone, as he takes a reporter on a tour
down the nearby hallway where a series of
old photos and some artifacts documenting
an earlier time in Winnipeg’s Jewish life con-
stitutes the current corridor display.

“Our archives are utilized on a daily basis
by people who want to find out more about
the history of Jews here and their own fami-
lies.”

Meanwhile, the new Canadian Museum for
Human Rights, which will open in 2012, will
constitute an important aspect of Winnipeg’s
cultural, economic, and social landscape, he
adds.

“We, as the JHC, look forward to working
with the CMHR, and to providing them with
our expertise and knowledge with the ulti-
mate objective to serve the cause of human
rights awareness and promotion,” Carbone
remarks.

“We can contribute to this dialogue
because of our expertise in Holocaust aware-
ness education. This includes initiatives such
as our annual Holocaust Symposium at the
University of Winnipeg, which attracts an
audience of about 1,200 students, our admin-
istering of the Asper Foundation Human
Rights and Holocaust Studies Program, as
well as our regular series of presentations on
the Holocaust delivered by our survivors to
high school students and held in the Freeman
Family Holocaust Education Centre. Our
expertise also lies in the fact that we are able
to present the history of the Holocaust
through the medium of material culture and
exhibit development.”
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Is it really necessary for me to
observe all seven days of Shiva?

“Is it really neces-
sary for me to
observe all seven
days of Shiva?”
Actually, a similar
question arose in
China about twenty-

five centuries ago. The great sage Confucius taught that one must
mourn the deaths of parents for three years. People protested: “How
can I devote three years to mourning my parents? Wouldn’t a single
year of mourning suffice?” To which Confucius replied, “Your parents
carried you in their arms, and bore you on their backs for the first
three years of your life. And now, you only want to mourn them for a
single year?”

Shiva typically is only a seven-day phenomenon (the Hebrew word
Shiv’ah actually means, “seven”). But it seems to me that the same
principle applies. Shouldn’t it be possible to rearrange one’s life so
that one can mourn the passing of a loved one, at least for seven days? 

Not that there aren’t exceptions to this rule. For example, if some-
one would suffer financial hardship by observing a seven day Shiva,
they are permitted to return to work on the third day. However, if
observing even a day of Shiva would result in a severe financial loss,
such as losing one’s job, then the mourner can work during Shiva.
And, because health is a matter of life and death, physicians are
allowed to see their patients during the Shiva period.

Seven day Shiva’s are also affected by the onset of major holidays,
such as Pesach, Shavuot, and Sukkot. So, if Shiva begins even one
minute before sunset at the beginning of a festival, the Shiva is cut off.
It’s as if the entire seven days of Shiva had been observed in that brief
moment before sunset. 

But these are fairly rare cases. Most of the time, a seven day Shiva
observance is possible. The question is, are mourners willing to stop
their respective worlds long enough to mourn truly, deeply and com-
pletely? In my experience, with increasing frequency, these days the
answer is no. Mourners who are mothers and fathers in their own
right, and who live in other parts of the continent, aren’t always in a
position to leave their families for seven days. 

However, more commonly, a combination of career and financial
pressure, coupled with a lack of comfort and familiarity with Jewish
tradition, is gradually causing the Shiva observance to go extinct. And
that is a very great shame. 

The wisdom of a seven-day Shiva is that it provides a real opportu-
nity to begin the process of healing from the wound that the death of
a loved one inevitably inflicts on us. Failing that, the wound of mourn-
ing may never have a chance to heal properly. It may fester for years,
sapping vital energy from every aspect and area of our lives. 

So, the short answer to the question with which we began is, “yes”
- for our own good, as well as the good of those whom we love, we
should observe Shiva for its full duration.

Ask the Clergy
By 

Rabbi Alan Green

Profile/Ask the Clergy

Stan Carbone
(Cont. from page 26.)

“Given the changes, the
restructuring we’ve gone through

over the past few years, we have to
create new ways of imparting

information.”
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

IRVINE MORRIS

would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all our
family and friends for the meals for the family and
the many charitable contributions we received in
memory of Irv. The love and support given our

family was overwhelming.
It helped us through this very difficult time.

The Morris Family

PHILIP M. KRAVETSKY
Shraga Feivel Mordechai

Phil Kravetsky passed away on April 14, 2010 (30
Nissan 5770) at the age of 86. He was the son of the late
Charles and Ethel Kravetsky; he was predeceased by
his wife, Deena (nee Zlatin). He was also predeceased
by 10 of his 11 siblings, by his son-in-law Dov Patkin,
granddaughter Gitti Patkin and his great-granddaugh-
ter Mindle Samet.

He is survived by his children, Michelle and David
Hamer (Sharon MA), Shayna Patkin (Jerusalem), Bas-
Sheva and Eliyohu Simmonds, Rocky and Barb’ra
Kravetsky, Sandra and David Friedman (Baltimore
MD), Mark and Sharon Kravetsky, Charles Kravetsky
(Hamilton ON), Ahuva Kravetsky, and Jack Kravetsky
and Esther Tock (Toronto ON) as well as 44 grandchil-
dren, 96 great grandchildren and 6 great-great grand-
children. Also surviving him are his brother Marvin
and sister-in-law Carol (Toronto ON), his brother-in-
law Lloyd Friedman and his sisters-in-law Goldie
Kravetsky and Jean Zlatin (Halifax NS).

Phil attended St. John’s High School and worked
briefly as a bookkeeper for Public Abatoir before
enlisting in the RCAF in 1942. After his discharge from
the air force, Phil worked as a public accountant. In
1951 he and his brothers Cecil, Wilfred, and Marvin
began a business partnership in the transportation and
distribution industry that continued for half a century
and at its peak had operations in 6 provinces.

Together with Deena, Phil was involved in many
community and charitable organizations. Amongst oth-
ers, he was president of the Libavicher Synagogue for
over 30 years and remained its honourary president
thereafter. Phil was the driving force behind the estab-
lishment of the Chabad Mikvah. He was a founding
trustee of the Chavurat Tefila Synagogue, the long time
Regional Vice-President of Mizrachi Organization of
Canada, served on the Vaad Ha’ir, on the board of the
Chesed Shel Emes and served the Talmud Torah,
Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, I.L. Peretz School in
various capacities.

Phil’s newest great grandson born in Israel, on April
11 was named, April 19, Shraga Feivel Mordechai as
an honour to his memory. Proud parents are Phil’s
Grandson Nachliel Dror and wife Rochel (Harbater)
Friedman

A fund in his memory has been established in support
of the construction of the new Jewish Learning Centre
of Winnipeg. Contributions may be made in care of
Lubavitch Centre, 2095 Sinclair Street, Winnipeg R2V
3K2 (www.chabadwinnipeg.org), or the charity of
your choice.

CHERNICK, Rita Reeva
(nee Charach)

1937-2010
Peacefully, on Thurs-

day, April 22, 2010, at
7:20 p.m., at the Hospice
at May Court, after a he-
roic, two year battle with
cancer. Rita was 72 years
young. She was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Clara & Irving Charach,
of Winnipeg. She is sur-
vived by Ken, her loving
husband of 51 years. She

will be deeply missed & fondly remembered by her
brother Barney Charach (Ruth) of Winnipeg; her son,
Nevin (Louise), of South Surrey, B.C.; her daughter
Alyse Shearstone, of Richmond Hill, Ont.; granddaugh-
ters Kori & Alanah Shearstone; & step-grandchildren,
Tisha & Blake Baker. Aunty Rita will be sadly missed
by her nieces, Gayle Sarazen (Mark), Lori-Sue Smith
(Ysrael); & nephew Avrom Charach (Fayanne), along
with Rita’s great nieces & nephews.

Rita will be held in the hearts of many relatives &
friends. Even Rita’s faithful dog Chewy, pines for her to
come home. Rita moved to Ottawa in 1965 with husband
Ken. Much of her working life was as a medical secre-
tary, & as a chiropractic administrator. She found time
to volunteer for the Canadian Cancer Society, driving
cancer patients to their treatments & to daycare at the
Hospice at May Court. After she retired from active
work, she & Ken travelled over much of the world. They
walked on all the World’s Continents, & sailed on all the
Oceans. It can be said that she lived her life fully. She
was a cherished friend to many, & devoted herself to
helping others in need, in a compassionate & kindhearted
way. Friends were made not only where she lived, but
also those met in her travels. Her legacy is one of
kindness, optimism, love & the joy of life.

We thank Rita’s many friends and relatives, for all
their phone calls, emails, visits, well wishes & prayers
during her courageous battle. The family wishes to
acknowledge with gratitude all the staff & volunteers at
the Hospice at May Court for their excellent care of Rita,
and help to the family. A special thank you to Dr. Susan
Gick, whose palliative care assisted Rita to a peaceful &
compassionate passing. Also thanks to Dr. Howard
Dubarsky, as Rita’s G.P., who provided wonderful,
timely care for many years.

A Graveside Service was held at the Jewish Memorial
Gardens, 6549 Herberts Corners Road, Osgoode, Ont.
on Sunday, April 25 at 11 a.m. In lieu of flowers, and in
order to show our appreciation, the family have asked
that memorial donations in Rita’s name, be sent to the
charity of your choice.

BETTY ELFENBAUM (née Shreiber)
April 27, 1934-March 19, 2010

It is with great sadness
that we mark the passing
of Betty Elfenbaum (z’l),
beloved mother, Baba,
sister, auntie and friend.

Betty was born in
Roblin, Manitoba to
Sholom and Pearl
Shreiber. Her formative
years and the rest of her
life were spent in Winni-
peg, Manitoba where she
attended Machray El-
ementary School, Peretz
School and St. John’s

Tech. At the age of 20, Betty met the love of her life,
Hye Elfenbaum, a dashing young grocer. They were
engaged shortly after they met and married a scant two
months later. They had a wonderful and compatible
marriage, and were blessed with two children, Mardy
and Gail. When the children started school, Betty
returned to part time work at the University of Mani-
toba and later as a teacher’s aid and secretary, mainly
at Machray School and Margaret Scott School.

Although she enjoyed working, her children were
always her first priority, and she was always there for
them. Fondly known as “Boozy” within the family, she
was known for her ready smile, her warmth, and her
ability to bring people together. Betty was a selfless
individual, who always thought of others, whether they
were her family, friends or those in the community. She
spent decades working tirelessly in her own commu-
nity through B’nai Brith Women and later as a national
Vice-President of Jewish Women International. She
was known throughout the city of Winnipeg as one of
the “Dolls for Democracy,” women who went to el-
ementary schools talking about prominent individuals
who made a difference in human rights around the
world. She was involved for many years with Alpha
House, first-stage emergency housing for battered
women and their families, serving on its board and
being instrumental in ensuring a kosher apartment
would be available there for anyone in the Jewish
community who required it. Betty and Hye ran the
canteen at the HSBC social hall on Selkirk Avenue for
many years, where they were known for their warmth
and kindness.

After Hye retired, they spent several months of the
winter in Las Vegas, where Hye enjoyed his poker and
Betty the blackjack table, along with a steady stream of
good friends who vacationed there with them. When
Hye passed away ten years ago, Betty missed him
terribly, but continued to stay involved in community
work,as well as bowling, mahjong, walking and water
fitness classes at the Wellness Center. She continued to
travel, including trips to the Caribbean, Morocco and
Spain. Betty traveled frequently to Vancouver, where
she could often be found assisting in the classrooms of
her grandchildren when they were young. She would
say, “I want to create memories”, and rarely missed a
birthday or dance recital- she got such “naches” from
her grandchildren.

Betty was incredibly stoic when she received a
diagnosis of terminal cancer in January,. She was at
peace with the life she had lead and was a lesson in
courage to everyone around her, giving comfort to
those closest to her who were already starting to grieve
her loss.

Betty is pre-deceased by her brother Sidney and
sisters Chana and Sunny. She is sorely missed by her
son, Mardy Elfenbaum, of Winnipeg, and daughter and
son-in-law, Gail and Meyer Mattuck, grandchildren,
Margalit, Shira, Naomi, and Avichai of Vancouver, as
well as sister- in law and constant friend Rita Shreiber,
many close nieces, nephews, cousins, and a host of
great-nieces and great-nephews. The family is grateful
for all the support received from so many family and
friends. A very special thank you to the dedicated staff
at Grace Hospice for their incredible care of Mum in
her last days, as well as to Dr. Hechtenthal, for his
longtime care of her.

Funeral was held March 21, in Winnipeg at the
Chesed Shel Emes and interment was at the Scharey
Tzedeck cemetery. Rabbi Ilan Acoca of Congregation
Beth Hamidrash of Vancouver officiated. Tzedakah
may be made either to Jewish Women International or
Congregation Beth Hamidrash in Vancouver.

Deadline for the
May 19 issue of

The Jewish Post & News is noon
Friday, May 14
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY 5

ANNE CHMELNITSKY (nee WISE)
With a great deal of sadness we announce the passing

of Anne Chmelnitsky on March 26, 2010 at age 83.
She leaves to mourn her son Jerry (Rachel), grand-

daughters, Dana and Elly, sister Dora Lieberman (Aron),
brother Julius Wise (Karen), sister-in-law Marion Wise,
nephews and nieces, Jeffrey Lieberman (Robyn), Garry
Lieberman, Gavin Wise (Bridgitte), Sherri Wise (Guy),
Debbie Wise (Elliot), Francine Teller (Moishe), and
Elaine Shofar. She was predeceased by her beloved
husband, Joe, daughter Janice, parents Goldie and
David Wise, and brother Israel Wise.

Anne enjoyed life and kept a Jewish home, enjoyed
bowling, mahjong, knitting and was an active member
of Ort. She loved to go out for Saturday lunches and
dinners with her friends, and sharing her condo in
Florida with all her family and especially the weekly
family dinners.

We would like to thank Rabbi Pinsker for the beau-
tiful service, and pallbearers, Jeff Lieberman, Garry
Lieberman, Elloit Gwosdy, Guy Almog, Harvey Levitt
and Elly Chmelnitsky.

The family of the late
FAY MAZER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 9, 2010
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 3, Sec. G, Row 29, Plot 3

Unveiling

The family of the late
ROSE LEVINE

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, May 9, 2010
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

In loving memory of
SHIRLEY
BARSKY
who passed away

May 29, 2003
27 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MENICHA
(MINNIE)

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 31, 1989
26 Days in Iyar

There is never a day that goes
by that we don't think of you
and hold you close in our
hearts.
Our world is not the same
without you, Mom.
— Forever remembered by
her husband, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MORRIS
BROWN

who passed away
June 1, 1970

26 Days in Iyar, 5730
— Sadly missed and always
will be remembered by your
family.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
NAOMI AVIVAH

KATZ
who passed away

May 19, 2004
28 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by her
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JACOB

LEINBURD
who passed away

May 21, 1987
22 Days in Iyar

Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving
The tears are silent…
But you will forever be
Remembered by your loving
wife Betty, children Paul, Sorel
and Judy, grandchildren
Lauren, Cole, Jacob, and Noa,
brother Joseph and Lala and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
loving daughter and sister
ANNE (PELTZ)

MOYLE
who passed away

May 26, 1973
24 Days in Iyar 5733

A day to remember, sad to recall
Without farewell, you left us all
Till memory fades and life
departs
You will live forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered and
missed by parents, sisters,
brothers-in-law, aunts, uncles
and other relatives.

In loving memory of
LYNN

ROSENFIELD
who passed away

May 17, 1985
26 Days in Iyar

Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
"Forever in our hearts"

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and Zaida

PERCY SEGAL
who passed away

May 12, 1999
26 Days in Iyar

Sadly missed and always in
our hearts.
—Forever remembered by his
loving wife, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DR. BORIS B.

SHULMAN
who passed away

May 9, 2005
30 days in Nisan

— He will be in our hearts
forever. Wife, children,
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ENA

GLASSMAN
TEICH

who passed away
June 4, 1986

26 Days in Iyar
— On  this  twentythird
yahrzeit memories of her
loving wisdom are treasured
by her son, grandchildren,
relatives and friends.

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by their family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHMUEL-ZVI TESSLER

who passed away
May 14, 1961

28 Days in Iyar

who passed away erev Shavuot,
June 3, 1970

7 Days in Sivan

SARAH (SONYA) TESSLER

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
FREDA THAU

who passed away
May 28, 1995

28 Days in Iyar
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
brothers, sisters-in-law and
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ROSE WILDER

who passed away
May 14, 1996

25 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

More memoriams on next page.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ENA

GLASSMAN
TEICH

who passed away
June 4, 1986

26 Days in Iyar
— On  this  twentyfourth
yahrzeit memories of her
loving wisdom are treasured
by her son, grandchildren,
relatives and friends.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY 12

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SOPHIE (SHIFFIE)
LAZARECK WOLK

who passed away
May 29, 1992

27 Days in Iyar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ALLEN

BILLINGHURST
who passed away

June 3, 2008
29 Days in Iyar

Deep bonds of love
are indissoluble

— Always in our thoughts
forever  in our hearts .
Your wife Cookie, Marla and
Steven, Tracee and Aaron and
his grandchildren Teddy,
Carson, Sutton and Stafford.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MOTL GUNER

who passed away
May 21st, 1996
3 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren & great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY

GURVEY
who passed away

June 12, 2005
5 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Evelyn,
children and grandchildren.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ARTHUR

KUSHNER
who passed away

May 16, 2004
26 Days in Iyar, 5764

– Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by all of us who
are left and who were fortunate
to have shared his time on earth
as a part of our lives.
“Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us every day.”
— Your wife Ethel and chosen
family Brian, Lil, Melanie, and
Samatha Brooker.

In loving memory of
LILY MINUK

who passed away
June 1, 1979

6 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam
In Memoriam

ALEXANDER
HARRY

NEWHOUSE
who passed away

June 5, 1984
5 Days in Sivan

ANNIE
NEWHOUSE
who passed away
February 8, 1987
9 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
KENNETH
NUMEROW

who passed away
May 29, 1990

5 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
CLAIRE RISSIN

who passed away
May 16, 1994

6 Days in Sivan, 5754
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MIKE SILVER

who passed away
June 10, 2005

3 Days in Sivan
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

38th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MYER (MOE)
SUCHAROV

who passed away
May 14, 1972

1st Day of Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
Jewish life is filled with struggles, though the

type of struggle varies from place to place. In our
relatively free society, we face the challenge of
assimilation. The Jews of Israel live under the con-
stant fear of war or terror. Unfortunately large
numbers of Jews have emigrated from Israel, not
wanting to face economic uncertainty and insta-
ble security.

A nation needs to be well equipped to win a
battle. It’s not enough to have the right arma-
ments of self-defense; there are also other impor-
tant needs. A soldier needs to know why it is
worth fighting. He must believe in the cause,
identify with that cause and feel that the right
cause will ultimately win. Otherwise, he will not
be capable of facing sustained pressure.

This Shabbat’s Torah Reading (BeHar-
BeChukotai) contains poignant teachings that
can help us in our struggle around Israel. The
Torah restricts the ability of a private owner to
sell land in Israel. During the time of the first
Temple, a Jews was unable to permanently sell
his land in Israel. Land could only be leased tem-
porarily until the Jubilee Year when it would be
returned to the original owner or to his inheri-
tors. This was done to demonstrate that the Land
of Israel is not our’s to give away; it is G-d’s land
and it was given to Jews as a national heritage.

It is important to note that the Bible is sacred
not only to Jews but also to Christians and
Moslems. If only Jews were to affirm that our
right to Israel is rooted in the Torah and it is part
of our very identity, no one would dispute it.
Being uncomfortable with religion, Jews them-
selves base their claim to Israel on the Balfour
Declaration, on the UN and on the migration of
Jews to Israel in recent times. That is the source
of dispute because nations can and have
changed their minds. Furthermore, if that is all
that there is to the Jewish claim then there is just
as much to the claim of Arab settlements.

We should have the courage to say that the
Land of Israel is intertwined with Jewish identity
for thousands of years. But never in history has
there existed a government of Palestine or even
a nation of that name.

The Torah Reading also contains harsh prophe-
cies about Jewish suffering, called the
“Tochaycha.” It foretells exactly what took place
in the Holocaust in detail. The Torah states that
Jews will be exiled because they will abandon
the laws of the Torah. Ultimately they will return
to their Jewish roots, they will be redeemed from
Exile and G-d will then punish their persecutors.

One can ask: If Jews were exiled because of
their sins, then why would G-d punish the
nations that oppressed them? The answer is that
the fact that we Jews are far from perfect and
need to improve, does not justify one iota of the
horrible tyranny that nations have heaped on us.
We cannot speak of Jewish shortcomings and
the horrors of maniacs such as the Nazis in one
and the same breath.

This is an important lesson to those who think
that to promote peace with the enemies of Israel
we should focus on the mistakes and sins of
Israel. They reason that if only Jews were to
accept blame, we would then achieve peace.

It is wrong to keep quiet in the face of evil,
because by not protesting, we acquiesce. But it
is even a far greater crime to appease evil by
blaming the victim and thus whet the appetite of
the perpetuator to commit more of the same evil
acts. When speaking about the evil of terrorists
that deliberately kill innocent men, women and
babies, one cannot in the same discussion even
mention the fact that Israeli soldiers had inad-
vertently killed bystanders. To include those mis-
takes in the same discussion is to lessen the evil
of maniacs that can never be condoned.

That is why the Torah encourages Jews to
acknowledge our shortcomings and improve. Yet
the same Torah speaks of punishing our enemies.
Our mistakes do not diminish the evil of our
oppressors. It is not to appease them but for our
own good that we must improve and thus merit
the ultimate Redemption.

Torah comment
The Right of Jews to Israel
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Community news

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, May 7. Candles: 8:40. Mincha: 8:30. Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 8:40. Shabbat ends:

9:45. Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for
the week of May 10-14: 8:50. May 12 Lag B’omer.

Friday, May 14. Candles: 8:50. Mincha: 8:40. Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 8:50. Shabbat ends:
9:57. Evening services for the week of May 17-21: 9:00.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, May 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:38

p.m.
Saturday, May 8 - Behar-Bechukotai - morning service, Gray Academy Shabbat 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 9:44 p.m. Sunday, May 9 - morning service 9:00
a.m. Mother’s Day.

Monday, May 10-Thursday, May 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 12 - Gray Academy Graduation.

Friday, May 14 - morning service 7:15 a.m., evening service 6:08 p.m., candle lighting 8:48
p.m. Rosh Chodesh.

Saturday, May 15 - Bamidbar - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 9:55 p.m. Sunday, May 16 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, May 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, May 18 -
morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting 8:54 p.m. Wednesday,
May 19, Shavuot Day 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle light-
ing 9:57 p.m. Thursday, May 20 - morning service Yizkor 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Yom Tov ends 10:04 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle

Lighting 8:37 p.m.
Shabbat, May 8 – Parashat Behar-BechukotaiMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service

10:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:39 p.m.
Friday, May 14Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30

p.m.; Candle Lighting 8:47 p.m.
Shabbat, May 15 – Parashat BemidbarMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Light of Shabbat Service

9:15 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:49 p.m.
Tuesday, May 18 – Erev ShavuotMorning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;

Tikun Leil Shavuot begins at 8:00 p.m. (walk ins welcome); Candle Lighting 8:53 p.m.

Wednesday, May 19 – Shavuot Day 1Shavuot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan
6:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 20 – Shavuot Day 2 (Yizkor) Shavuot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening
Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 9:55 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:15 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, May 7 at 8:38 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:35 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Behar/Bechukotai. Shabbat

Mevarchim. Mincha Service at 8:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:44 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Sivan - Friday, May 14.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 8:45 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, May 14 at 8:48 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 8:45 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Bamidbar. Mincha Service at

8:45 p.m. Shabbat ends at 9:55 p.m.
Erev Shavuoth, Tuesday, May 18: Candle Lighting at 8:54 p.m. Mincha/Maariv at 8:55 p.m.
Tuesday, May 19, 1st day of Shavuoth: Shacharit - 9:15 a.m. Mincha/Maariv at 8:55 p.m.

Candle Lighting at 9:57 p.m.
Wednesday, May 20, 2nd day of Shavuoth: Shacharit - 9:15 a.m. Yizkor prior to Musaf.

Mincha/Maariv at 8:55 p.m. Yom Tov ends at 10:04 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Friday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m.: Shabbat service lay led by Cantor Len Udow, religious
school teachers Catherine Emanuel, Jennifer Curtis-Lane and the children of the religious
school.

Friday, May 14 at 7:30 p.m. Shabbat service lay led with Cantor Len Udow.

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

WINNIPEG BEACH
Summer luxury!

Modern spacious 3 bdr.
cottage on a scenic lot, near
the Marina, a short walk from

beaches & town.
All the amenities of home.
Features incl. A/C, 4 pce.

bath, D/W, B-BQ, firepit, front
& back cedar decks & lrg.

screened sunroom.
 $800/wk.

Please call 771-9376

COTTAGE FOR RENT
CALL

WINNIPEG SALVAGE &
WASTE

for all your junk removal
needs.

952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

LONI BEACH (Gimli)
3 bedrom cottage on

double lot
From July 22nd-August 5th
Please call (204) 489-8146

SENIOR  HOMES
Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson

4 rm, 2 bed
Rent $765.00

Beit Am
765 Aikens
3 rm, 1 bed

Rent $670.00
All utilities inc. with rent,

elevator etc.

Phone 338-4671
Ext. 2227

Astroid Mgt.

WANTED TO RENT

Cottage in Winnipeg
Beach/Gimli

for the month of July
Cheryl 791-9698

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Ask your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available

to anyone with a question about coping
with contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s
wise. She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s
on your side. Everybody needs one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
I have a sister who is five years my junior.

We were never very close for reasons too
numerous to explain. I married early (at 20); she traveled exten-
sively over the years. We are now closer than we’ve ever been, at
66 and 61. I have been married living the good life for many years.
She is a clinical psychologist and I am sure that her income is not
nearly as high as mine. I would like to help her when and if she
need financial assistance. She has never asked me for help. On a
recent visit to my home, we walked and talked and had a good
visit. At breakfast I asked her about her yearly salary. She said it was
none of my business. I have never before asked anyone what their
salary is. I asked so I would be able to give her money from time
to time if I felt it was needed. She was upset. At that point I told her
that we could never be close. Was I wrong? 
Big Sister

Dear Big Sister:
Your motivation wasn’t wrong but your execution seems to have

been. If you’ve never asked anyone else this question, there’s a rea-
son. It’s intrusive, sometimes more so among people who are close
than relatively new acquaintances or professional colleagues. It’d
been better to have asked in general, Do you ever feel tight for
money? Would you be able to accept money from me in those
times? Or better yet, to gift her without making it feel like charity
in a way that might make her feel shamed.

Best would be to treat her to things where you’d enjoy her com-
pany, without making a big deal about it, or in a way she’d feel you
were lording your status over her. Invite her to join you at every-
thing from dinner and a concert to a vacation. Tell her that you
enjoy her company but don’t want to impose the costs on her. Say
that if she can make the time, you’d like to make up for the years
you were not as close. She may see through you. But time is get-
ting shorter. Make up and enjoy her while you’re both well enough
to be together. 

www.YourJewishFairyGodmother.com: What does she do? What
do you need? Motivation, Inspiration, Support, Problem solving.
Send your questions to helen@yourjewishfairygodmother.com 

By

THE JEWISH 
FAIRYGODMOTHER



Tickets are going quickly for the Third Annual Mameloshen: Festival of
Yiddish Entertainment and Culture. This special series presents the best of
Yiddish and Jewish culture by presenting new and exciting performances
which pay homage to the richness and history of Yiddish. Mameloshen will
run weekly from May 11 to May 25 and all the concerts will take place at
the Muriel Richardson Auditorium, Winnipeg Art Gallery. 

A Festival highlight A Bisele Haimshe Yiddish- A Little Homespun Yiddish
on Monday, May 17 at 7:30 p.m. showcases some of the best local contri-
butions to Yiddish entertainment in Winnipeg including. This recently
formed Winnipeg band Aliza and the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy Band) with
musicians Aliza Amihude, Tim Butler, Ariel Posen, Eli Herscovitch and
Daniel Koulack is made up of seasoned musicians whose styles brilliantly
blend into a new style of World Music. Their repertoire includes original
klezmer and gypsy tunes, jazz standards in English which are translated
into Yiddish and other languages as well as music from Bulgaria, Romania,
Yemen and Morocco. The lively performance and excellent musicianship
of Aliza & the KGB will resonate in your heart for years.

A highlight of this evening will be the encore engagement of Richard

Yaffe and Jane Enkin. Following the overwhelming success of their
Mameloshen Festival performance last year, Richard Yaffe and Jane Enkin
return with an appearance featuring a new program of Yiddish standards.
Richard Yaffe’s rich baritone is the perfect complement to the jazz stylings
of Jane Enkin. 

For over 30 years entertainer, cantor and choral conductor Richard Yaffe
has shared with Winnipeg audiences his love of Yiddish and Hebrew folk,
theatre and liturgical music. Jane Enkin is a gifted singer whose repertoire
is influenced by folk, Klezmer, theatre, Chassidic and jazz genres.

The Mameloshen Festival is pleased to welcome Sharon Boonov
Yanofsky, Dixie-Lee Chochinov, Karen Dana, Bev Mendelson and Carla
Rubenfeld who are joining Richard and Jane as guest singers.
Accompanying Richard and Jane are acclaimed Winnipeg musicians
Michelle Gregoire, Piano; Karl Kohut, Bass; Rob Siwik, Drums.

A Bisele Haimshe Yiddish wouldn’t be complete without the youngest
performers on the playbill. Under the direction of Miriam Bronstein, Gray
Academy students will entertain audiences with classic Yiddish songs.
Appearing with the students are pianist Shirley Goltsman and special guest

musician Myron Schultz.
On Tuesday, May 25 at 7:30 p.m.,

Mameloshen presents Yiddish Broadway: The
Golden Age of Yiddish American Music with
renowned performer Mitch Smolkin. 

From Toronto, Mitch Smolkin has toured the
world performing as an actor and singer. This
past year, he held concerts in five countries,
highlights of which included a tour of South
America, Israel, the United States and Canada
including a milestone performance at the Glenn
Gould Studio at the CBC. He has shared the
stage with such notable performers as Mandy
Patinkin, Jerry Stiller, Theodore Bikel, Bibi
Neuwirth and more than one puppet from
Sesame Street. In 2008, Mitch Smolkin released
his debut album A Song Is Born. It was called
“the most exciting, inventive, beautiful, and just
plain interesting Yiddish album in years” by Ari
Dovidow at the Klezmershack. He was the
Artistic Director of the internationally renowned
Ashkenaz Festival from 2001 – 2006 and is cur-
rently an artistic associate with Harbourfront
Centre, Canada’s largest cultural presenter.

Accompanying Mitch is Nina Shapilsky. Nina
Shapilsky is one of Russia’s most esteemed
pianists who have made Toronto her home for
close to 20 years. She has had a remarkable
international career, receiving the order of
Russia as a distinguished artist. Presently, she is
a pianist for the National Ballet of Canada and
a busy musician composing for television and
film as well as performing alongside numerous
artists. 

Also on the Mameloshen Festival playbill is A
Tribute to the Barry Sisters on Tuesday, May 11
at 7:30 p.m. Produced by Kinzey Posen, this
special show features Winnipeg’s own Shayla
Fink and Debbie Maslowsky who will pay
homage to the Barry Sisters by performing
songs that made this duo internationally
acclaimed. Appearing with Shayla and Debbie
are Jeff Gordon, Drums; Bryan Harder, Piano
Kinsey Posen, Bass; Eli Herscovitch, clarinet.

Mameloshen: Festival of Yiddish
Entertainment and Culture is presented by the
Rady Jewish Community Centre and the I.L.
Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust. It is sup-
ported by the following funds at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba: Asper Endowment
Fund, Mark & Dorothy Danzker Perpetual Trust
Fund and In Memory Of Samuel Grosberg
Fund.

We invite everyone to join us for this exciting
and special series dedicated to Yiddish and
Jewish culture which is sure to have a lasting
legacy in our community. All performances will
take place at the Muriel Richardson
Auditorium, Winnipeg Art Gallery. 

Free transportation for seniors is available
provided with the generous support of the
Daniel Tallman Fund at the Jewish Foundation
of Manitoba. To arrange for transportation,
please make arrangements when purchasing
your tickets. Tickets are available by calling the
Rady JCC or on-line at www.radyjcc.com. Also
available is the Mameloshen Festival package
–all three events for once special price. 
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I.L. PERETZ FOLK SCHOOL ENDOWMENT TRUST

Tuesday, May11 7:30 p.m. 

A Tribute to the 
Barry Sisters

Featuring our own Shayla Fink 
and Debbie Maslowsky

Performing songs that made this 
duo internationally acclaimed.

Accompanying Shayla and Debbie are Jeff Gordon,
Drums; Bryan Harder, Piano; Kinsey Posen, Bass

Tuesday, May25 7:30 p.m. 
From Toronto

Mitch Smolkin
Yiddish Broadway: The Golden Age 

of Yiddish American Music

Monday, May17 7:30 p.m. 

A Bisele Haimeshe Yiddish
A Little Homespun Yiddish
Featuring Local Performers 

Aliza & the KGB (Klezmer Gypsy Band)
Seasoned musicians whose repertoire includes original klezmer, 
gypsy tunes, jazz standards and world music

Aliza Amihude, Vocals; Daniel Koulack, Upright Bass, Violin, Banjo; Tim Butler, Guitar; 
Ariel Posen, Guitar; Eli Herscovitch, Soprano, Alto & Tenor Saxophones, Clarinet and Flute

Gray Academy Students
Return to Mameloshen Festival Stage to perform classic Yiddish songs

Richard Yaffe & Jane Enkin and Friends
Richard Yaffe and Jane Enkin return with an encore engagement featuring a new program 
of Yiddish standards.

Accompanying Richard and Jane are Michelle Gregoire, Piano; 
Karl Kohut, Bass; Rob Siwik, Drums

Present 

$20

$15

$25

$50 All Three
Events for One
Special Price.

SPECIAL PACKAGE PRICE TICKETS & FESTIVAL PACKAGE
Rady Jewish Community Centre  477-7510
www.radyjcc.com – Click on Ticket Central

All performances at the Muriel Richardson Auditorium – Winnipeg Art Gallery, 330 Memorial Blvd.
Transportation is available for seniors. Upon booking your tickets please arrange for Transportation by calling 477-7510.

Supported by The Daniel Tallman Family Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Debbie
Maslowsky

Shayla 
Fink

Richard
Yaffe

Jane
Enkin

Aliza & the KGB 
(Klezmer Gypsy Band)

Mitch
Smolkin

Supported by the following funds at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba:
Asper Endowment Fund
Mark & Dorothy Danzker Perpetual Trust Fund
In Memory Of Samuel Grosberg Fund

Yiddish is Alive and Well at Third Annual Mameloshen Festival 


