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Retirement weekend
for Rabbi Alan Green

CHAYA and Rabbi ALAN GREEN 
at a gala dinner held in their behalves on
Thursday, April 26. Robyn Shapiro Photography

Shaarey Zedek Congregation bade farewell
to longtime Rabbi Alan Green and his wife
Chaya with a series of events beginning with
a gala dinner Thursday, April 26, followed by
a special Shabbat service on April 28 that
saw participation by Cantors Herschel and
Judy Fox. 

Saturday evening, following the
Havadallah service, there was a rock ‘n roll
party. The celebration culminated with a
community cantorial concert Sunday after-
noon at the synagogue. 
For more on the gala weekend turn to page
2.

“Falsettos” caps off Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre season

The Winnipeg Jewish Theatre capped off its
30th anniversary season with the  musical,
“Falsettos”, which is on until May 13.

photos courtesy of Keith Levit Photography

Acclaimed novelist, teacher
and speaker Dara Horn speaks

to sold-out audience at Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue

Over 250 people were in attendance at the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue Sunday
evening May 6th as well-known writer Dara
Horn gave a talk titled “Eternal Life -
Blessing or Curse?”

Also prior to Dara’s talk, it was announced
that the congregation had successfully raised
$1.2 million in its recent fund-raising drive
and that the mortgage on the building has
been halved.

For more on the evening turn to page 17.

Co-chair of the evening ABE ANHANG with
DARA HORN (centre) and BARBARA
ANHANG (who introduced Dara)

Godfather of Dental Implants, Dr. Gerald Niznick, and  Manitoba chapter of 
Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity to be honoured at JNF Negev Gala May 29

On May 29th, 2018 the Jewish
National Fund (JNF) will be
honouring the Manitoba

Chapter of Alpha Omega Fraternity
and one of its most distinguished
members, Dr. Gerald Niznick. 

Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity
(AODF) is the oldest international
dental organization and has the dis-
tinction of being the oldest Jewish
medical organization in the world. It
was created as a result of the undemo-
cratic, anti-religious, racist and out-
right antisemitic sentiments prevalent
in dental schools at the turn of the 20th
century.  

The Manitoba chapter of AODF received its charter in December 1946,
and has been active in community oral health, education, research, and
charitable endeavours ever since.  The student chapter of AODF was incor-
porated in 1959.   In 1958, the Faculty of Dentistry at the University of
Manitoba was established and shortly thereafter, 15 Alpha Omegans were
on staff in both clinical and research departments. The first graduating class
was in 1962, and out of the 15 graduates, seven were Alpha Omegans. 

The foundational guiding principles of AODF were: access to oral health
and wellness; promoting social justice; and Tikkun Olam – repairing an ail-
ing world.   

The mission statement of AO
Fraternity is “to offer dentists,
oral health professionals, and stu-
dents a welcoming fraternal com-
munity that honours the organi-
zation’s Judaic heritage, provides
opportunities to attain profes-
sional excellence and promotes
access to oral health care for all.” 

AO’s vision statement “envi-
sions communities where every-
one has access to oral health care
and whose members can con-
tribute to the well-being of oth-
ers.” Its core values are integrity,
compassion, inclusion, and gen-
erosity, which arise from sharing
knowledge, skills and resources

in the promotion of oral health, and the pursuit of personal and profession-
al growth. 

Over the decades, Manitoba AODF has donated tens of thousands of dol-
lars to many local and international charities); the Canadian Museum of
Human Rights; the Simkin Centre; Siloam Mission; Jewish Child and
Family Service; Christmas Cheer Board; Heart and Stroke; United Way;
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba; and the School of Dentistry Rady Faculty
of Health Sciences. 

Manitoba  Jewish dentists - members of Alpha Omega Fraternity
to be honoured at Negev Gala

Continued on page 3. See “JNF Gala”.



Community 
Cantorial Concert held

as part of farewell 
weekend for 

Rabbi Alan Green
By HOLLY HARRIS 

(all photos courtesy of Robyn Shapiro Photography)

Laughter and song filled the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue sanctuary on Sunday, April 29th,
with a Community Cantorial Concert held as

part of the Retirement Gala Weekend honouring
SZ’s Senior Rabbi Alan Green and his wife Chaya
as they prepare to leave for their new home in
Fairfield, Iowa this summer. 

The beloved rabbi, who served 18 years at SZ fol-
lowing eight years at the former Beth Israel
Synagogue, perhaps said it best during his opening
remarks at the concert, “I can’t think of a better or
more inspiring conclusion to wind up three glorious
days,” before thanking special guests (by Rabbi
Green’s invitation), Scholars-in-Residence Cantor
Herschel Fox – who hosted the matinee show and
hails from Winnipeg’s legendary North End, includ-
ing succeeding Cantor Brownstone at the Talmud
Torah at age 20 – and his spitfire American-born
wife Cantor Judy Fox for travelling from their L.A.
home for the festivities. 

The weekend events, organized by Rena Secter
Elbaze and sponsored by The Asper Foundation,
launched with a sold out gala dinner held at the shul
on Thursday night, including a performance by the
Foxes accompanied by jazz king Ron Paley, a rock
‘n’ roll dance party Saturday night with local band
FRENZ, following a special Shabbat service that
included Cantor Fox hosting Torah L’Chayim, with
Sunday’s multi-generational concert organized by
SZ’s Rabbi Anibal Mass attended by nearly 400. 

An astonishing line-up of 28 chazzanim, vocalists
and musicians performed an eclectic program rang-
ing from Beatles and Leonard Cohen hits to liturgi-
cal Chassidic and Talmudic prayers sung in English,
Hebrew and Yiddish. Cantor Fox kibitzed and
kvelled between numbers, sharing anecdotes of his
formative years spent in Winnipeg. Many of the per-
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TRACY KASNER GREAVES  and LEN UDOW

JUDY and HERSCHEL FOX

Continued on page 16. See “Concert”.



The AO
M a n i t o b a
chapter was
very involved

in donating funds towards the building of the
Hebrew University Dental School in
Jerusalem. Alpha Omega International has
provided funds to help build a dental clinic in
Jerusalem for disadvantaged children, named
the Dental Volunteers for Israel (DVI) clinic.
The Manitoba chapter has donated funds for
DVI and, most importantly, has provided
critically needed manpower to treat these
children with an AO Manitoban travelling to
Israel for each of the last eight years.

Dr. Gerald Niznick is a philanthropist,
innovator, and entrepreneur who is recog-
nized by many as the godfather of modern implant dentistry. He has
received 33 US patents in this field, including the internal connection
patent that has become the cornerstone of modern implant design. His rev-
olutionary ideas are limited not only to dentistry science and technology,
but also to bringing implants to the masses. Among other distinctions, he
has been granted Honourary Doctorate Degrees from both the University
of Manitoba and Tel Aviv University in recognition of his achievements. Dr
Niznick has also received Alpha Omega’s highest honour, the Achievement
Medal, for his significant contributions to the dental implant field. 

As a past Alpha Omegan, Dr. Niznick has followed AODF’s guiding prin-
ciples and mission  in his activities, not only in his research, but by increas-
ing the accessibility of the general public to dental plantation.  Dr.  Niznick
and his wife Reesa have established the Niznick Foundation, which sup-
ports dental education from Winnipeg to Israel,  also throughout the US in
the form of grants for research, undergraduate pre-clinical training and
implant centers at several dental schools. 

In 2006, he dedicated a radiological center at the hospital in Fort Frances,
Ontario, the town in which he grew up. His other non-dental related chari-
ties include Stop Cancer, Home for the Aging, and drug rehabilitation cen-

ters. The Niznick Foundation was ranked in the top
50 Nevada Foundations by Total Giving. 

In accordance with their humanitarian principles, the Manitoba Chapter
of AODF and Dr. Niznick have chosen to support the construction of a new
dental clinic for children with severe multiple disabilities in Israel. The
treatment received at the specialized dental clinic will enable Israel’s most
vulnerable members to benefit from the highest quality dental care and
hygiene in an atmosphere most suitable and supportive to their needs. This
project is a partnership between JNF and ALEH C.A.R.E.S., Israel’s largest
Network of Care for Children with Severe Multiple Disabilities.

The Jewish National Fund Manitoba & Saskatchewan is proud to honour
the Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity and Dr. Gerald Niznick, who are fol-
lowing our Jewish tradition of social justice. You are all invited to pay trib-
ute to these most deserving individuals  at the 2018 Negev Gala evening on
Tuesday, May 29, 2018 at the Centennial Concert Hall.  

The Negev Gala this year will be featuring a unique Israeli artist, who
happens to share AODFs spirit and volunteers with the ALEH C.A.R.E.S.
residents.  David D’or has a special voice; he is a world renowned singer,
songwriter, and composer and is often asked to sing at  important and his-
torical international occasions. Let’s welcome David D’Or with his quintet
and violin soloist Alexander (Sanya) Kroitor. It will be a unique show with
the best of Israeli and classical favourites. 
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REESA and DR. GERALD NIZNICK
visiting a young dental patient in Israel

Featured entertainer at this year’s Gala:
Israeli singer DAVID D’OR

JNF Gala
(Continued from page 1)



Short takes

This past week I was one of the attendees at
the launch of the latest season of what’s
billed as the Remis Forum, which consists

of regular Thursday luncheons at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue where audience members hear
speakers on a diverse range of topics.

There’s more information on what I have
found to be a very interesting program on page 9
of this issue, but I wanted to relate one amusing

anecdote from last week’s program. The guest speaker was St. Boniface
City Councillor Matt Allard, who is an earnest young man – and someone
who seems honestly concerned with restoring integrity to City Hall. (As I
note on page 9, integrity is a word that was sorely lacking when it came to
describing our previous mayor and CAO.)

I introduced myself to Councillor Allard and his executive assistant – also
a very nicely-attired young man -whose name I forget. I also showed them
a recent issue of this paper. During lunch Allard’s EA came over to me, and
opened up the paper to page 4 – which is where my “Short takes” column
appears.

“Short takes?” he said to me. “That’s not quite accurate, wouldn’t you
say?” he added. I said to him that he was quite right, but “long takes” did-
n’t seem to have quite the same punchy quality to it as a title for a column.
So – for those of you who wonder how I have the gall to title this column
“Short takes”, it actually goes back to when I started writing it nine years
ago. At the time I used to get regular phone calls from the late Abe Arnold
following each issue, during which Abe would tell me everything that was
wrong about what I had written in my “Short takes” column. 

He would also say: “Break it up” into smaller sections. I actually  started
to insert little stars between different sections, but then I got into the habit
of writing only about one or two different subjects rather than a whole slew
of them, so I abandoned the stars. 

But, Councillor Allard’s EA was quite right: “Short takes” is a total mis-
nomer when it comes to this column. Still, I’m not vying for any newspa-
per awards and I certainly don’t mind admitting how much of an oxymoron
it is to label this column “Short takes” so, for the time being I’m going to
keep that name – no matter how ridiculous that may seem.

That being said – turning to a more serious subject: the issue whether cer-
tain events that have recently been held in Winnipeg can be fairly termed
anti-Semitic (and, despite Belle Jarniewski’s strong case being made for
spelling that term “antisemitic”, it’s so darn hard to avoid spellcheck revert-
ing to the more traditional form of the spelling), has certainly caused quite
a furor – at least among some segments of our Jewish community.

It began with a panel discussion held at the University of Winnipeg on
February 28 and continued with a speaker at the Canadian Mennonite

University on April 25.
What both events had
in common, at least to
one extent, was that
they  had some organi-
zations sponsoring both
events. In our last issue
I wrote about the recur-
rent involvement of
certain Mennonite
organizations in events
that can fairly be
described as “anti-
Israel” in tone. I also
noted that it is not
unfair to criticize Israel
in and of itself; heck,
I’ve been doing that
ever since I began writ-
ing this column. All
that I asked for is some
semblance of balance
when it comes to criti-
cizing Israel.

What I – and so many
others, Jews and non-
Jews alike, find so hyp-
ocritical about the
numerous critics of
Israel out there, is that
they give a total pass to
Palestinian sins. Israel

is always the “oppressor” and Palestinians are always the “victims”.
Wouldn’t it be something if any of those anti-Israel groups that are so fond
of holding demonstrations against Israel and castigating the “Zionist
oppressors” were to call out Palestinians for killing innocent civilians, for
instance - or rewarding the families of “martyrs”, or continuing to include
the most vile anti-Semitic tropes in Palestinian textbooks?

As a result of my criticizing Canadian Mennonite University in particu-
lar for holding an event at which a Palestinian priest continued the trend of
demonizing Israel without ever holding Palestinians to account for their
own considerable failings (See page 7 for my report on Rev. Naim Ateek’s
talk.), I was asked to come down to CMU to meet with some representa-
tives of that institution and discuss my concerns with them.

Subsequently, I attended a meeting on May 1st at CMU. I had asked Belle
Jarniewski to come along, as I have immense respect for Belle’s involve-
ment in inter-faith dialogue; also her considerable knowledge of theology
– which I thought would prove useful if the discussion were to move to that
subject area. I had also asked Shelley Faintuch, the former director of com-
munity relations for the Jewish Federation, to attend, but Shelley unfortu-
nately was unable to be there.

As it turned out, the discussion that ensued was very productive. Both
Belle and I wanted to stress the significance that so many in the Jewish
community attach to constantly seeing the involvement of certain
Mennonite organizations, particularly the Mennonite Central Committee,
at events where Israel comes in for sharp criticism.

I tried to make the point to the representatives of CMU who were at that
meeting (also Dean Peachey, acting executive director of Global College at
the University of Winnipeg, who was also there) that all that I was inter-
ested in seeing was “balance”. During the course of our conversation I
mentioned to them that just a couple of weeks ago the Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada had presented a program featuring renowned
historian Margaret MacMillan at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. 

The talk Dr. MacMillan gave, I said, was so even-handed that one would
be hard put to suggest that she came down one way or another on the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. That was an event sponsored by a Jewish orga-
nization held in a synagogue, I noted. Now, couldn’t Canadian Mennonite
University try and do the same? I asked.

Instead, I argued, certain Mennonite organizations have taken upon them-
selves the role of spokespersons for Palestinians – as if Mennonites are the
“big brothers” to the Palestinians. One of the problems, I also suggested, is
that if CMU were to try and hold an event at which, for instance, a pro-
Israel speaker and a pro-Palestinian speaker were to participate, while one
might expect that the pro-Israeli would be willing to accept that Israel is not
without blame when it comes to analyzing the reasons for the conflict
between the two peoples, you would be hard put to find a pro-Palestinian
who would be equally forthright.

I noted that when Irshad Manji (who is a Muslim), author of The Trouble
with Islam spoke at the Asper Campus several years ago, she was actually
threatened with physical violence for daring to criticize Islam by a  male
Muslim  who was in the audience that evening. It didn’t seem to phase that
individual in the least that he was in a Jewish centre. The fact that a Muslim
didn’t feel intimidated into not threatening a fellow Muslim’s life for being
a traitor to her religion - despite the fact he was in a Jewish centre, and
despite much of the audience being shocked by the level of hatred emanat-
ing from that guy, spoke volumes about the difference in attitudes between
Jews and Muslims when it comes to free speech.

Yet, my impression was that the representatives of CMU who were at that
May 1st meeting are sincerely interested in mending fences with the Jewish
community. I, along with several other members of our community, includ-
ing representatives of the Jewish Federation, received very conciliatory
emails from two of the CMU representatives who were at that meeting in
which those individuals expressed the desire to come to the Campus and
meet, both with representatives of the Federation and the Jewish Heritage
Centre. Maybe something good can come about as a result of the criticisms
of certain Mennonite organizations that were printed in our last issue, par-
ticularly the very strongly worded letter written by the Jewish Federation. 

It’s all nice to exchange pleasantries about inter-faith dialogue, but at a
certain point words of a stronger nature are called for when it comes to
expressing dissatisfaction with the manner in which certain groups behave,
especially when it comes to criticizing Israel but avoiding any criticism of
Palestinians.

There, I finished this column - and instead of using stars to separate sec-
tions, I inserted spaces between some paragraphs. It might not be any more
interesting for many of our readers, but I hope it doesn’t look quite as
turgid (bombastic, pompous, overblown, inflated, tumid, high-flown,
puffed up, affected, pretentious, grandiose, florid, ornate, grandiloquent,
orotund).

Published every second Wednesday. 
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Try to be objective
Sir,
While I appreciate the few seconds Bill Narvey contributed to my 15

minutes of fame, I am sad that he misses the point completely. Whatever
came out subsequent to Myron Love’s piece being published regarding the
views and history of the speakers at the U of W event is after the fact and
irrelevant to the issue I was focusing on. It does not alter the truth that
Myron Love’s writing is quintessential advocacy journalism.

The effort that Bernie Bellan made to get the facts were those that in an
objective report should have been made beforehand. Basing a so-called
‘report’ on one source, an interested party by any standard, cannot be the
modus operandi of a self-respecting newspaper. 

Anyone in favour of professional objective journalism and interested in
the success of the JP&N should be dismayed by the constant disguising of
personal political opinions in the form of ‘news reports’ by Myron Love.

I once again call on the JP&N to strictly differentiate between news and
op-ed and demand of its contributors to uphold at least a minimum of jour-
nalistic integrity. 
Zev Cohen,
Israel

Response to JP&N criticisms of 
Mennonite groups

Dear Bernie, 
The ‘My Jerusalem’ event has certainly got under your skin – and

revealed some distasteful things there. In a period during which the IDF
has apparently targeted (mostly) unarmed demonstrators, including chil-
dren, and shot and killed two clearly identified members of the press, you
choose to talk about what some Mennonites did in Manitoba 140 years ago.
This is about as relevant to current activities as the Israelites’ slaughter of
Amorites, Midianites and other inhabitants of the Promised Land in
Biblical Times; it is nothing but an attempt to malign and defame members
of the MCC. As for the long quotation from the Jerusalem Center of Public
Affairs, a quick look at Wikipedia reveals that this has been led by Dore
Gold, a longtime advisor to Netanyahu and, until recently, a key member
of his department of foreign affairs. It is hardly a source of the balance you
claim to want. Finally, you continue to ignore the United Jewish Peoples
Order’s sponsorship of the ‘My Jerusalem’ event. UJPO is a long-estab-
lished Jewish organization with a wide range of interests and activities,
including (since January only) a talk on the work of Leonard Cohen and a
panel on Jews and the Russian Revolution. I am one UJPO member who is
proud to work with MCC on ‘My Jerusalem’ and other issues; their record
for humanitarian work all over the world is exceptional.
Mark Golden

Response to JP&N letter
Bernie, you used to proudly (and accurately I believe) note that you gave

coverage to a variety of views on Israeli - Palestinian issues. Unfortunately
the paper has been doing this much less lately.

Now, I am surprised at your mounting hysteria about the CMU hosting a
speaker whom you describe as anti-Israel (CMU to play host to anti-Israel
priest; April 25, 2018). You suggest that the event be titled “Just why is it
that Mennonites criticize Israel so much, but remain silent about
Palestinians”. The outrageous letter from Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
executive members in that same edition states “…local Mennonite institu-
tions are not only hypocritical but also plagued by an unhealthy, obsessive
hostility toward the world’s only Jewish state”. 

Bernie, why not just say it, rather than beating around the bush. In your
view, and that of the Federation spokespeople, these Mennonites are anti-
Semites. 

I suggest that you and the Federation leaders develop some more persua-
sive ideas about how to justify Israel’s behaviour, rather than taking your
same old tack of calling anyone who criticizes Israel an anti-Semite. First
please acknowledge some facts which are the causes of the criticisms you
seem to find so inexplicable. You might begin with these well-documented
facts (from Haaretz, March 29, 2018): 

“In the mass expulsion that both preceded and followed Israel’s found-
ing, about 750,000 Palestinians were expelled and forced to flee their
homes and become lifetime refugees. 250,000 of those uprooted flooded
into Gaza...As a result, the population of Gaza...tripled overnight...Gaza
became one huge refugee camp...Submerged by waves of displaced peo-
ple...” 

Mennonite organizations (e.g. the Mennonite Central Committee) are
well-known for their work with refugees world-wide. What do you think is
so odd about their concern for Palestinians who have been displaced?

In addition, when asking why there is continued criticism of Israel,
despite your view of its stellar human rights record, perhaps consider
Moshe Dayan’s answer (April, 1956, also from Ha’aretz, March 29, 2018):
”What we can say against their terrible hatred of us? For eight years, they
have sat in the refugee camps of Gaza, and have watched how, before their
very eyes, we have turned their lands and villages, where they and their
forefathers dwelled, into our home.”

Israel’s founders and leaders were well aware of what their policies and
practices meant for the Palestinians. Why shouldn’t the Mennonites notice
too?
Sincerely,  Mark Etkin MD

Correction to report on JFM luncheon
Hello Bernie,
Thank you for your recent article on our 2018 JFM Luncheon in support

of the Women’s Endowment Fund. We sincerely appreciate the Jewish Post
& News’ support over the years. One small item I would like to kindly clar-
ify – in the article, one of the quotes published is taken out of context. JFM
CEO Tara Fainstein is quoted saying: “We are expecting to increase our
asset base to more than $2-million over the next two years, which will
allow us to extend services in the province which we can support.” Tara is,
in fact, referring specifically to our Women’s Endowment Fund here.
Currently, the JFM’s total asset base exceeds $115 million.
Sincere regards,
Zachary R. Minuk
Director, Marketing & Communications
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

Thanks
Hi Bernie,
Thanks for your Short takes, professionally presented today, that clearly

explains how the Mennonite University bringing in some very dangerous
people who fan the flames of Antisemitism disguised as anti-Israel, partic-
ularly the crucifixion of Arabs, is fanning the old flames. Your initiative in
a dialogue I believe is preferable to demonizing them in letters to the edi-
tor. I hope you’re successful

Also thank you for publicizing two programs in which I am involved:
The Remis Speakers Forum and Jewish Radio

I am truly grateful for your commitment to maintain a great publication
with a great history and heritage that is a very vital institution in our com-
munity describing its vitality and keeping us so well informed

You should also be applauded for presenting opportunities for some great
correspondents and writers in our community to be heard

Kol Hakavod
Sidney Halpern FCPA FCA

MacMillan quote
Bernie,
Although I was not at the MacMillan lecture, I am reasonably sure that

when she said, “Jews were blamed for having too much money or not
enough,” she was referring to the common practice among anti-Semites
that Jews are demonized for being both Capitalists and Communists. 

Keep up the good work,
David Topper

LETTERS

In rare move, German Palestinian group slams Abbas’
claims that Jews brought Holocaust on themselves

(JTA) – In an unusual move, the main Palestinian lobby group in
Germany condemned what it called “anti-Semitic” remarks by
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas about the Holocaust.

The German-Palestinian Society, or DPG, in a statement Tuesday said
it “dissociates itself clearly and unequivocally” from the remarks by
Abbas.

Speaking Monday in the West Bank city of Ramallah, Abbas said that
Jews caused the Holocaust with their “social behavior,” such as money
lending. He also said that Jews do not have a historical connection to the
land.

His remarks earned condemnation from across the political spectrum.
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and Members of the Trump
administration blasted the remarks. Liberal Jewish groups like J Street
and American Friends of Peace Now said his remarks were incendiary
and offensive.

The statement by the German Palestinian group called Abbas’ address
a “speech riddled with anti-Semitic remarks.”

“To suggest that Jews in some way share a responsibility for the
Holocaust is a grotesque distortion of historical facts,” DPG wrote in its
statement. “The claim that the Jewish people have no roots in the Holy
Land is equally erroneous.”

Allegations of anti-Semitism against Abbas by key allies in Europe are
rare. The Holocaust is a sensitive issue in Germany, whose Nazi leader-
ship masterminded and led the genocide during World War II. The DPG’s
open rebuke of Abbas may also reflect growing discomfort with his
increasingly radical rhetoric among allies stating the case for Palestinian
rights in liberal societies.

Also Wednesday, the European Union’s diplomatic service joined in the
condemnation of Abbas’ remarks. Stopping short of calling them anti-
Semitic, the EU External Action service in a statement said they were
“unacceptable” and “will only play into the hands of those who do not
want a two-state solution.” The EU said it “remains committed to com-
bat any form of anti-Semitism and any attempt to condone, justify or
grossly trivialise the Holocaust.”
expression.”



Ricki Miles wants to make life more com-
fortable for children in need by helping
them to get a better night’s sleep. To that

end, the longtime River Heights resident recently
went on a mission to the tiny African country of
Togo to provide bedkits to children in rural areas
of the west central African country which is
wedged in between Ghana and Benin.

Miles is affiliated with an organization called
Sleeping Children Around the World (SCAW).

SCAW was started almost 50 years by an Canadian couple by the names of
Murray and Margaret Dryden (the parents of former hockey stars Ken and

Dave Dryden).
During a retire-
ment trip to
P a k i s t a n ,
Murray Dryden
tripped over a
child sleeping
on the street.
This was the
genesis of
S l e e p i n g
C h i l d r e n
Around the
World.

In 1970,
Murray Dryden
travelled to
India where he
purchased and
distributed 50
bedkits. Over
the years,
SCAW has
Miles raised
more than $40

million dollars and delivered more than 1.4 million bedkits to children in
34 countries.

Prior to joining SCAW five years ago, Miles had spent some time volun-
teering in a daycare in Ecuador. What appealed to her about SCAW, she
says, is that the organization distributes 100% of the funds raised to the
bedkits. SCAW has only one staff member who is paid by a legacy fund left
by Murray and Margaret Dryden.

Each bed kit, she notes, includes a mattress and bed sheet, mosquito net,
towel, flip flops, t-shirt, shorts or skirt, fabric for school uniform, a back-
pack, ten exercise books, geometry set and crayons.

“Many of these children have never slept on a bed, or a mat, and have
never had a sheet,” Miles says.

Togo was Miles’ third mission for SCAW. She had previously helped
deliver bed kits in Sri Lanka in 2014 and Honduras in 2016. In Togo, she
was part of a Canadian team of seven - the others being from Toronto and
Victoria - all of whom were volunteers who paid their own way.

Togo, she reports, has a population of about 7.6 million, of whom 1.5 mil-
lion live in and around Lome, the capital city and chief seaport in the south
of the country. “We were lucky that we didn’t get any rain,” she says, “but
temperatures were in the upper 30s C with high humidity.”

The Canadians had a van and driver to take them about the
country. “The main north-south highway is in good condi-
tion,” she says, “but the other roads seemed undriveable.”

She describes the poverty in the villages the group stopped
in on. The schools where we did our distributions, she recalls,
had outdoor toilets - generally a hole in the ground - and no
running water.

Most Togolese in the capital speak French; Miles speaks
French fluently - but in the villages the language was mainly
Togolese.

“Many of the people we encountered in the villages had
never seen a White person,” she notes. “One of our group
brought a soccer ball with him. In Togo, people are passion-
ate about soccer. That helped break the ice.

“We also had a couple of guys with harmonicas and the
kids sang some songs for us.”

In the twelve days in late April that the Canadians were in
Togo, they distributed 6,000 bedkits.

“The people are so poor, but they were also grateful for the
bedkits,” she says. “They wanted to give us gifts in return -
usually produce. In one village, we were given two live
chickens.”

SCAW doesn’t do any advertising or marketing,” Miles
points out. “Each bedkit costs $35. 

“Before I go on these missions, I email friends and family
members for support.

“I have the time, energy and resources at this point in my
life and I like to pay it forward,” Miles says. “I would like to
make other people’s lives better if I can, because I’ve been
blessed with so much.”

Readers who might want to support this cause can contact
Ricki at rickimiles@shaw.ca or visit scaw.org for more infor-
mation on Sleeping Children Around the World, and how to
volunteer,
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

RICKI MILES with children in Togo 

Winnipegger Ricki Miles helping to improve
the lives of children living in poverty 



Canadian Mennonite University plays host to anti-Israel speaker
By BERNIE BELLAN 

On Wednesday, April 25th,
the Canadian Mennonite
University played host to a

speaker by the name of Rev.
Naim Ateek, a Palestinian
Anglican priest who has been in
Canada as part of a cross-country
tour. Rev. Ateek promotes some-
thing he describes as “Palestinian
Liberation Theology”. “

Rev. Ateek was also one of the
earliest proponents of the BDS
movement (Boycott, Divest,
Sanctions).

In his talk on April 25th, Rev.
Ateek described the bases for
many of the Palestinian claims
that Israel is an oppressor state. But, as one might have expected, his presenta-
tion was one-sided, giving the Palestinian side of what has been a longstanding
conflict without attempting to offer an Israeli perspective.

That Rev. Ateek was so partisan in his presentation should not come as a sur-
prise to anyone who is familiar with his background. What is disappointing,
however, is the continued pattern of certain Mennonite organizations to hold
forums in which Israel is denounced unremittingly, yet no one who might offer
a rebuttal is ever asked to present an alternative perspective.

In truth though, Rev. Ateek did seem somewhat restrained in his remarks. He
made only passing reference to the BDS movement, for instance, and he did
suggest that a two-state solution could be arrived at, even though his preference
is for a one-state solution.

Much of his presentation though was given over to Biblical quotations which
he cited to show, for instance, how the Old Testament offers contradictory pas-
sages that can be used in defense of various arguments. It wasn’t quite clear
what point he was trying to make by referencing those quotations. Often, rather
than explaining what his purpose was, he would simply say, “Buy the book” (A
Palestinian Theology of Liberation: The Bible, Justice, and the Palestine-Israel
Conflict).

What follows are some excerpts from Rev. Ateek’s lengthy talk (which we
filmed, in order not to be accused of misrepresenting any of his statements.) At
the same time, we are also offering some rebuttals to the remarks Rev. Ateek
made that one might have heard if this had been a presentation intended to offer
a balance of viewpoints – not just one more in a long series of events demoniz-
ing Israel that certain Mennonite groups seem so fond of holding.

Early on Rev Ateek stated: “Our conflict could have been resolved years ago
had it not been for the Israeli government’s disregard for international law.”

Rebuttal: A statement such as this ignores the entire history of the Arab-Israel
conflict. Without launching into a book-length analysis of that conflict, suffice
to say that the ongoing conflict has many sources, among which has been the
refusal of Arab states to accept Israel’s legitimacy.

Rev. Ateek stated: “At the same time it is important to know that Israel would
not have committed all those violations were it not for the financial, political and
military backing of the United States.”

Rebuttal: The United States was not fully supportive of Israel until recent
years. In its earliest years Israel looked to other allies, including France, for sup-
port. It is true that the United States has become much more supportive of Israel
in recent years, but much of the sympathy directed toward Israel is as a result of
terrorist attacks that have been mounted against Israel.

Speaking about Trump recognizing Jerusalem
as capital of Israel, Rev. Ateek said:
“Consequently hundreds of Palestinians have
been killed or wounded in defense of their city…
We still suffer as a result of what he said.”

Rebuttal: It need hardly be noted that this is a
gross overstatement of what has happened. If any
Palestinians were killed or wounded following
Trump’s announcement, it was as a result of their
participating in riots. To construe that as being “in
defense of their city” is hardly an honest depic-
tion of what has taken place.

Rev. Ateek asked:“ Who are the Palestinians?”
His answer was that “They are the offspring of
many ethnic and racial groups who at one time or
another lived in the land of Canaan - later named
Palestine.”

Before Zionists started coming in, Rev. Ateek
said, “everyone was Palestinian”.

Rebuttal: When it comes to demographics, his-
torical evidence is that a great many of the Arab
inhabitants of what became British mandate
Palestine actually came from Egypt in the 18th

and 19th centuries. Further, the Arab population of
Palestine doubled from 529,000 in 1922 to

1,181,000 in 1947. While there is no consensus as to why the Arab population
doubled, there are only two possible reasons: natural increase and immigration
into Palestine. A large number of immigrants from neighbouring areas came to
Palestine as a result of booming economic activity spurred by the increase in
Jewish population, from 84,000 in 1922 to 630,000 in 1947. Thus, the oft-heard
argument that Palestinians had been living in Palestine for generations could
only be true of some Palestinians.

Rev. Ateek stated: “In the partition of Palestine they gave the minority – the
Zionist Jews who were coming into the country – 55% of the land, and the
majority of the country – the Palestinians, they gave them 45%...Once the
Zionists got this foothold they immediately started pushing the Palestinians out.
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Continued on page 29. See “Naim Ateek”.

REV. NAIM ATEEK
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“Son of Hamas” supports Israel, calls for Islamic reformation

8 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, May 9, 2018

Community news

By MYRON LOVE

Mosab Hassan Yousef is that rare creature - an Islamic
terrorist in training who has literally seen the light
and left the dark side behind him. Also known as

“The Green Prince” - his code name while working for
Israel’s Shin Bet internal security service - and “the Son of
Hamas”, the title of his autobiography, Yousef was the
keynote speaker, on Monday, April 23, at the Fort Garry
hotel, for an evening co-sponsored by Israel advocacy group
Winnipeg friends of Israel and Christian Zionist organization
Bridges for Peace - with financial support from the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba.

“Seventy years ago, a great miracle took place when a
Jewish state was reborn after 2000 years of exile,” said
Yolanda Papini Pollock, Winnipeg Friends of Israel’s co-
founder and leader, speaking to an audience of over 500.
“That miracle has continued as we have witnessed the State of Israel grow
from a struggling country of refugees into a world leader in many fields.”

Papini Pollock noted that while Israel has become the strongest military
power in the Middle East, the country’s enemies have in recent years
waged a new type of warfare against the Jewish state using propaganda and
lies to prejudice people in the Western world against Israel. The Palestinian
efforts have been abetted by major media outlets, academics and political
and union leaders.

WFI was formed more than three years ago to fight against that propa-
ganda. “WE are trying to be agents of change,” she said. “WE work to
combat widespread ignorance and restore Israel’s good reputation.”

Speaking for Bridges for Peace Canada, Canadian National Director Eric
Malloy noted that the organization was founded in Jerusalem in 1976 as a
Christian movement to support Israel. “Last year,” he reported, “we assist-
ed over 22,000 needy Israelis through 49 Jewish and Arab organizations.
We provide scholarships for students. We have helped tens of thousands of
Jews who are facing anti-Semitism in their homelands to make aliyah. And
we fight to root out the evil that is Christian anti-Semitism.”

The Reverend Peter Fast, Bridges for Peace Canada’s Deputy National
Director, introduced the guest speaker. He noted that Yousef worked as a
Shin Bet undercover source for ten years after becoming disillusioned by
how cavalierly Hamas abused the lives of Palestinians.

(As Yousef recounted in his book, his father, Sheikh Hasan Yousef, while
one of the founders of Hamas, and despite being interned numerous times
by Israeli authorities, was not himself involved in violence but was, rather,
a revered religious leader.) 

“Mosab was one of the Shin Bet’s most reliable sources,” Fast said. “He
prevented dozens of suicide bombings and exposed Hamas from the
inside.”

Toward the end of his time with the Shin Bet, Yousef found his way to

evangelical Christianity and now lives in California. He
frequently speaks at colleges and other venues world wide.

Yousef spoke with humour and passion about his
Christian religious faith and spirituality in general. He
charged those who follow Islamic dogma with wanting to
dominate the world. “These Muslims want to impose an
Islamic state on all other civilizations,” he said.

“People have to speak out against this. We keep being
afraid.”

Turning to the Palestinians, he charged that Palestinian
religious and political leaders are keeping their people in
darkness. “They (the Palestinian leaders) want their people
to be sheep,” he said. “They don’t want them to think for
themselves while they lead them to the slaughterhouse.

“The Palestinian Authority is no more moderate than
Hamas is,” he said. “The PA has no interest in resolving the

conflict with Israel. They (PA President Mahmoud Abbas and his people)
know that if the conflict were resolved, there would be no need for them
anymore and the West world cut off their funding.”

As for Hamas, Yousef said that the terrorist organization wants
Palestinian children to die because it serves their propaganda war against
Israel. “Whenever Israel defends itself, the Palestinian leaders go crying to
the West and Western leaders buy into the propaganda,” he noted.

A major difference between Palestinians and Israelis, he pointed out, is
that Palestinian society is largely still tribal and family-centred while
Israelis feel free to think for themselves.

“I fully support the State of Israel,” he said. “It is incredible the impact
such a small state has on the world.”

As for the so-called settlements, Yousef pointed out that tens of thousands
of Israelis have been born and grown up in those communities over the past
50 years and have known no other home.

Nor does he have any patience for the Palestinians’ “victim mentality”.
“Just because someone’s grandparents did something to your grandparents
doesn’t give you the right to do something to those grandchildren,” he said.

As he also noted, his pro-Israel message is not universally welcomed. He
recounted being kicked out of the Irish Parliament, for example. Ireland -
and especially the Sinn Fein party, he noted - is strongly anti-Israel.

Neither was CNN interested in hearing from him.
As for his family, he has been completely cut off. “I care about my fam-

ily and I understand their struggles, fears and illusions,” he said. 
He joked that he doesn’t have to worry about going to weddings, funer-

als and graduations.
Yousef called for an Islamic reformation. To that end, he said, his current

project is a movie about the life of Mohammed and the founding of Islam,
warts and all.

MOSAB HASSAN
YOUSEF

What Jerusalem Means to Me
YOSEF BENARROCH
Rabbi, Congregation Adas Yeshurun Herzelia

In one word, EVERYTHING. Let me explain. I was born in the city of
Tangiers in Spanish Morocco. I am what is called a Sephardic Jew.
Sephardic Jews trace their ancestry to Spain and were expelled from

that country in 1492. Where could thousands of these expellees go? My
family went to Morocco. But there were many who made their way to the
Ottoman Empire, invited there by Bayezid II, the Sultan of Turkey. In
fact Bayezid II sent ships to Spain to bring the Jews to his empire.
Regarding King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella’s expulsion of the Jews,
Bayezid said to his courtiers, “You venture to call Ferdinand a wise ruler,
he who has impoverished his own country and enriched mine!” The Jews
made invaluable contributions to their new home. The first printing press
in Constantinople was established by the Sephardic Jews in 1493. But,
like every other country that welcomed wandering Jews, the Jews knew
it was temporary. Their spirits were never quiet. They knew their home
was elsewhere. They longed to return to their home in Israel.

In the year 1527 their prayers were answered. Their dreams became a
reality. The Ottoman Empire conquered Israel, resulting in a mass exo-
dus of Jews from Turkey to Israel. These Sephardic Jews settled in
Tiberias, Hebron, Safed and in Jerusalem. In Jerusalem they built syna-
gogues, schools, a Rabbinic court, housing complexes, and charity orga-
nizations for the poor. With time the community grew, they appointed a
Chief Rabbi, and built a hospital. By the early 1800s the majority of
Jerusalem’s citizens were Jewish. By most accounts half of the 24,000
inhabitants of Jerusalem were Sephardic Jews. 

The Jews in Jerusalem lived in dire straits. The Old City was cramped
within the walls rebuilt by Sultan Suleiman I between 1537 – 1541. Food
and sanitation were lacking. Large families lived in one room homes. I
was privileged to work in Jerusalem’s Old City from 1999-2015 in the

rebuilt Jewish Quarter. My office was located in the Sephardic Courtyard,
a widows’ housing unit that was in use before 1948, when Jordan captured
the Old City during Israel’s War of Independence. Why did Jews choose
to leave the comforts of Turkey in 1527 to live in Jerusalem under such
dire conditions? The answer is because Jerusalem is at the heart of
Judaism. It has been our eternal capital for over 3500 years. 

Jerusalem is mentioned in our Bible over 700 times. Jerusalem was the
city in which our Temples stood. Jews pray facing Jerusalem – regardless
of where they are. When Jews marry we break a glass at the end of the
ceremony to remind ourselves that even in our greatest joy at a wedding,
we will never forget our beloved city Jerusalem. In a Jewish home we
leave an area unpainted as a constant reminder that we are not whole
without our beloved city. 

Every summer, Jews fast on the Ninth day of the Hebrew month of Av
to mourn the destruction of our Temples and our exile from our land. We
sit on the ground, recite poems that remind us of the exile, and cry out
our longing to return to Zion. One day, while walking the streets of Paris,
Napoleon passed a synagogue on the eve of the Ninth of Av. He heard
crying and wailing from inside the synagogue and asked his companions
why the Jews were crying. They explained it was over the destruction of
their Temple. Napoleon asked his men when their Temple had been
destroyed and they answered over 2000 years ago. Napoleon remarked
that any people who mourn the loss of their Temple and the exile from
their land after 2000 years will surely one day return. 

And return we did, but not in 1948. Our return began over 500 years
ago, when the Sephardic Jews left Turkey and returned home to
Jerusalem. Today’s Jerusalem is nothing short of a miracle. It is a city
where all religions enjoy complete freedom of worship. It is a city with
modern streets and malls and industrial zones. It is a city of culture and
music, pulsing with energy and vibrant in every way possible. It is a city
that I love dearly, and yes - it means everything to me. 
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School
Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

The Israeli actress Hadas Kalderon sent me the last two books of
poetry by her late grandfather, the famous Yiddish poet Avrom
Sutzkever. This is a gift for helping her sponsor a documentary film
on him that the Israeli government would not support. Sutzkever who
survived the Vilna Ghetto always believed that it was Yiddish who
mystically saved his life. I wish us a warm good summer with the
Yiddish words of the wise poet whose Jewish soul will always shine. 

Jewish Radio Hour - Next Programs
Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM CDT

on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com
On May 13 , to celebrate Mothers’ Day, both Sid Halpern and

Rochelle Zucker will be presenting special programs to honour all
mothers.

On May 20, Gerry Posner will be interviewing a brother and sister
team, Harold and Sheila Arkin. On the Yiddish portion, Osher Kraut
will feature songs about our ties to the torah.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour

Remis Forum season upcoming speakers

The very popular Remis Forum luncheons, held Thursdays at
noon at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue continue with some very
interesting speakers:

On May 10th, Bryan
Borzykowski will be talking about
his career in journalism, specializ-
ing in financial reporting. Bryan
used to be based in Toronto, but
he’s recently moved back to
Winnipeg with his family. Bryan
has written for the New York
Times, CNBC, CNN Money,
Canadian Business, and the Globe
& Mail, among other publications. 

May 17th, expect an entertaining
presentation from Rob Sarginson,
high profile citizen of Selkirk, MB. A
historian par excellence, and frequent
speaker in his role as Chair of the
Regional Heritage Group. He has
given his talk the title: “Saints &
Sinners: A History of the City of
Selkirk, Manitoba”. 

May 24th, British author Lisa
Cooper will be in town, and will
share with us stories from her
recent book, A Forgotten Land:
Growing up in the Jewish Pale.

Lisa’s grandmother, Pearl
Cooper, grew up in a shtetl near
Kiev called Pavoloch, lived
through pogroms, the Russian
Revolution, civil war and the
famine that followed. In 1924 she
escaped to Winnipeg, ran a
restaurant/canteen next to  he Tribune Building, and ultimately
opened another, next to the Free Press Building. It is Pearl’s stories,
translated from their original Yiddish recordings, that comprise
Lisa’s book.

The new speakers’ season kicked off May 3rd with St. Boniface
City Councillor Matt Allard speaking about the City of Winnipeg’s
newly created Code of Conduct. Ironically, Allard was asked
whether he was going to declare the meal he received at the forum
- along with a gift certificate to McNally Robinson Bookstore
(given to all speakers at the forum). (Ed. note: I wonder whether he
was allowed to keep the kippah that the Shaarey Zedek makes
available to all attendees at the program. And all this because of a
previous mayor and CAO who brought shame to our community?)

The Thursday noon luncheons are open to all to attend. For more
information call 204-942-1766  or email allanpc@shaw.ca.

LISA COOPER

BRYAN BORZYKOWSKI

ROB SARGINSON
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Big Sonia interesting but might have
been paced better

R e v i e w e d
by BERNIE
BELLAN 

When it
comes to
d o c u m e n -
taries about
H o l o c a u s t
s u r v i v o r s ,
while each
one’s story
is different, they do seem to follow a similar pattern: We meet the survivor as he or she
looks later in life – and, since the number of Holocaust survivors is ever diminishing,
the odds are that any survivor who is the subject of a recently-made film is going to be
in their 90s or at least their late 80s. The survivor’s story is told, often with flashbacks.
If there is some sort of dramatic twist to the survivor’s story, that is usually left to the
end of the film.

That’s why it comes as quite a surprise to learn that Sonia Warshawski was 91 when
this movie was shot (in 2016). She looks much younger and has the energy of someone
far younger in years. 

There aren’t any particular surprises to Sonia’s story though. After the war she met and
married a fellow survivor, they moved to Kansas City, and Sonia’s husband John opened
a tailor shop. When John died Sonia took over the shop and the film spends a fair bit of
time showing her at work – completely by herself – an extraordinary achievement
nonetheless for someone of her age.

As we follow Sonia around, we see her speaking to students in a Kansas City middle
school, where her appearance leaves a deep impression upon the students. Later, Sonia
also visits inmates in a maximum correction facility where, once again, the sight of this
tiny, but energetic and buoyant woman inspires the very hardened inmates to reflect
upon their own lives.

Still, the movie does tend to drag at times. And, for anyone who has seen other
Holocaust documentaries, the question one might be asking oneself while watching “Big
Sonia” is: Is there going to be some dramatic revelation that might have led the film-
makers to want to make this movie in the first place? After all , the story of Winnipeg’s
own Shep Shell, as told in “Ida’s Secret”, which was featured in last year’s Jewish Film
Festival, had so many dramatic twists, and was so wonderfully done that it set the bar
awfully high for other Holocaust survivor documentaries to follow.

Still, seeing how someone who did not have an extraordinarily remarkable childhood
– such as Sonia as she relates her story, evolve into a fiercely independent – and great-
ly inspiring figure for so many others, adds to the collection of incredible Holocaust sur-
vivor stories about which books and movies have now been created. Each and every one
of those stories is unique in its own right and deserves to be told to a wide audience.

“Big Sonia” plays May 27 and June 4.

Heading Home: 
the tale of Team Israel

Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG
Sandy Koufax, the great pitcher with the Los Angeles

Dodgers Major League baseball team in the 1960s, makes
an appearance in “Heading Home: The tale of Team
Israel”.

But, it’s as a piece of graffiti art on the side of a wall in
a colourful district of Tel Aviv as the mostly U.S. players
on Team Israel are on a guided walking tour of that sea-
side cosmopolitan city.

For most of them it’s their first time in Israel. They were
the squad that represented Israel in the 2017 World
Baseball Classic that was held in Seoul, South Korea and
Tokyo, Japan. 

“He’s the king of Jewish baseball,” says one of the ath-
letes of the legendary Koufax. 

Co-directed by Seth Kramer, Daniel A. Miller, and
Jeremy Newberger, the film focuses as much on the vari-
ous players reconnecting with their Jewish heritage, as it
does on the actual game of baseball.

It’s also part travelogue as we follow the team from the
U.S. to Israel, South Korea and Japan. 

Significantly, the team’s flight to Israel was on a private
jetliner owned by American business magnate, investor,
and philanthropist Sheldon Adelson, who’s a strong sup-
port of Israel. 

Team Israel stunned the baseball world by winning Pool
A with a 3-0 record to advance to the last eight, as an arti-
cle in The Jerusalem Post and other media source snoted.

The team defeated South Korea, Chinese Taipei and the
Netherlands in Seoul before shocking Cuba in its first
game in the last eight in Tokyo.

However, losses to the Netherlands and Japan eliminat-
ed Israel from the competition. Scenes from the various
games form part of the film.

The team mascot was “Mensch on the Bench”, a five-
foot-tall plush stuffed toy that looks a bit like a Hasidic
Rabbi with a long beard and mustache, who is wearing a
tallis and holding a candle.

There was even a clever and sexy rap video made using
the mascot to promote the team.

Some of the players had very little connection with the
Jewish faith, while others were very aware of their Jewish
background.

Most of the athletes, in particular scrappy infielder Seth
Fuld, backcatcher Ryan Lavarnway, and pitcher Ike
Davis, had considerable experience playing in the Major
Leagues, or were associated with teams in the Majors.

Playing for Israel, though, was a significant life-chang-
ing experience for many of them.

“It changed how proud I am about being Jewish,”
Lavarnway, who was named Pool A MVP at the WBC,
says at one point. 

“There’s some part of you that wants to shout ‘I’m
Jewish,’” offers another athlete.

After an emotional visit to Yad Vashem, Israel’s official
memorial to the victims of the Holocaust in Jerusalem,
we learn that one of the players lost his grandparents dur-
ing the Holocaust, while a teammate had family members
who survived the Shoah. 

Later, the team is at the inauguration of the Ezra
Schwartz Memorial Baseball Field. In a brief and moving
ceremony as the memorial plaque is unveiled, the atten-
dees are told that Schwartz was an Israeli who loved
baseball and was killed in a terrorist attack. The entire
team is presented with Israeli dog tags, the same as are
given to recruits in the Israeli Defence Force. “You are
warriors for Israel,” the team is told by a government offi-
cial.

“We’ve been kicked around in our careers,” one of the
players reflected. “We know what it’s like to be doubted.
We’re not going to be intimidated.”

Or, as team manager, the crusty Jerry Weinstein (man-
ager of the Hartford Yard Goats, a Double-A minor
league baseball team in the Eastern League, in the
Colorado Rockies organization), said to a Cuban journal-
ist who labelled the team “not a true Israel team, but USA
two or three team”: “We qualify under the heritage rule.
Make no mistake about it. We are Team Israel. But, our
hope is to one day have a team of native born Israelis rep-
resent the country at the World Baseball Classic.”

“Heading Home” plays May 30.
Reviews continued on next page.

An Act of Defiance
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

“In 1963 the government of South Africa is facing increasing resistance to its policy
of Segregation and Apartheid. Attacks on electricity pylons and government buildings
seem to be the prelude to civil war. This story begins at 5:30 AM on 11 July 1963.”

So starts “An Act of Defiance”, a compelling historical drama that is based on the
book, The State Versus Nelson Mandela by Joel Joffe.

The 2017 movie, a Dutch-South African co-production, was co-written and directed by
Jean van de Velde.

Ten political activists, including Nelson Mandela and his inner circle of Black and
Jewish supporters, face  possible death sentences for conspiracy to commit sabotage
after they are arrested by the apartheid South African government during a raid in the
town of Rivonia during the summer of 1963. Bram Fischer (portrayed by Peter Paul
Muller), a sympathetic lawyer, risks his career and freedom to defend these men,
attempting to hide the fact that he, too, frequently convened on the farm where they were
arrested.

“You can’t sacrifice your life for a cause without involving other lives,” Fischer’s
daughter, Ilse (Izel Bezuidenhout), says in a tearful, moving scene while seated next to
her father in their car after they had been searched by the police who had been follow-
ing them.

How true. Sacrifices have to be made sometimes.

The courageous and noble Fischer followed, as Nelson Mandela said about him, the
most difficult course any man could choose to follow. 

This important movie shows that words, conscience, respect, justice and humanity
really can help change the world. It’s a lesson for us all. 

“An Act of Defiance” plays June 8.



Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG
“I’m colored, Jewish and Puerto Rican,” Sammy

Davis Jr. jokes during a performance on a television
show in the 1960s. “When I move into a neighbour-
hood, I wipe it out. That’s it. I wipe it.”

That’s one of many clips, which include interviews
he did on television, old movies, and other sources,
included in this revealing documentary of the com-
plex, courageous, celebrated and irrepressible enter-
tainer. Interviewees include comedian/actor/director
Jerry Lewis, actor Whoopie Goldberg,
comedian/actor Billy Crystal, actor Kim Novak, pro-
ducer/writer/director Norman Lear, and many others.
We also see numerous clips of Sammy performing
with his fellow “Rat Pack” crowd, in particular Frank
Sinatra and Dean Martin, in Las Vegas during the
1950s and 1960s. 

Davis Jr. (1925-1990) got his start as a three-year-
old tap dancing prodigy on the streets of Harlem,
New York. At age four, he appeared with his father
and uncle as the Will Mastin Trio in Harlem
nightspots. 

Despite facing both external and internal demons
throughout his life, he rose to the top of the entertainment world as a multi
talented song-and-dance man and actor earning the praise of fellow enter-
tainers.

Among other things, Davis Jr. describes the abuse he was subjected to
and the fist fights he had with racists while he was in the army.

Discrimination was always apparent. He and white actress Kim Novak
fell in love. But, they were forced to end their relationship because of
threats from the head of a studio. 

Davis Jr. was called an Uncle Tom by some misguided people for his
effusive display of support for Richard Nixon in the early 1970s. 

But, he went on to support many worthwhile causes
over his lifetime and win awards for his efforts, includ-
ing the Achievement Freedom Award, the Alan
Bernstein Award for Cancer Research, the Springarm
Medal of the National Association for the
Advancement of Coloured People (NAACP), and the
American-Israeli Arts, Science and Humanitarian
Award, “created to spotlight the beginnings of peace
between Israel and Egypt.” 

A near fatal automobile accident, while driving from
a Las Vegas club date to Hollywood, resulted in the
loss of an eye.

“To someone with less spirit, the accident might have
signaled the end of a career,” a longtime friend says.
“But Sammy not only survived, he triumphed, defeat-
ing physical disability with the same determination
which he had once fought poverty and discrimination.”

It was while he was recuperating in the hospital that
Davis Jr. adopted the Jewish faith after encountering
rabbis who were ministering to Jewish patients.

“Sam was such a unique blend of talent and insecuri-
ty and anger and perseverance,” Billy Crystal com-
ments. “What he went through to being accepted.”

“He was a complicated black man in a society where
race and culture have always posed certain challenges,” says black writer
Todd Boyd.

“There were things about him that would infuriate you. There were things
that would make you stand up and applaud. His gift was his talent. His
cause was being black in America.”

What this film makes clear, though, above all else is that Sammy Davis
Jr., a man of excess in so many ways, was the most complete entertainer of
his time.

Indeed, he was one of a kind– “a diminutive man but a giant on the
stage,” as someone states.

“Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me” plays May 27 and  June 8.
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Jewish Film Festival reviews

Sammy Davis Jr. was “most complete entertainer of his time”

Israeli film Longing story of father 
in search of son he never knew

Reviewed by MYRON LOVE
How do you react when you find out that you have a son you have

never met and that he recently died? That is the situation confronting
Ariel, a middle-aged businessman and the central character in “Longing”
(Ga’agua in Hebrew), an Israeli film that is being screened  as part of this
year’s annual Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival.

The film begins with Ariel meeting his former girlfriend, Ronit, whom
he hasn’t seen or heard from in about 20 years, in a restaurant, where she
reveals that she was pregnant with Adam when she and Ariel split. She
didn’t bother telling him because he made it clear that he didn’t want any
children. She had moved to Acco in northern Israel where she raised
Adam and remarried.

Then Ronit tells Ariel that 19-year-old Adam was killed in a car acci-
dent and that the funeral is pending.

Ariel, of course, isn’t sure how to react. He goes to Acco for the funer-
al and, strangely, is the only one at the funeral. Ronit is in hospital – but
one would think that there would at least be a minyan.

Then, rather than going right back to Tel Aviv, Ariel sets out to get to
know the son he didn’t know he had. What he finds out has to be rather
disturbing. His son was involved in dealing drugs. He was expelled from
school because he was stalking one of his teachers (at 19 though, you
wonder why he is seemingly still in high school).  And he got a 15-year-
old girl pregnant. Rather than living with his mother and step-father, he
had been living with girl’s family for the past three years.

Ariel becomes very defensive of Adam. He blames the teacher and the
school. He focuses on Adam’s strengths: He was a talented musician and
wrote beautiful poetry.

On one visit to the cemetery, he meets another man, a bereaved father
whose 17-year-old daughter, suffering from depression, committed sui-
cide. This other father tells Ariel about an Arab tradition of posthumous-
ly marrying a child who died at a young age to another who died young.
Ariel thinks that that is a great idea and proposes that Adam should marry
this teenage girl – that they would have a lot in common. 

Although Ronit thinks the idea is crazy, she goes along with it. So the
two couples meet in what is one of the more humourous encounters. The
girl’s mother isn’t so sure about the shiduch because Adam had a limp.
Does she want her daughter to spend eternity with a guy with a limp. 

To which Ronit responds angrily that perhaps her son shouldn’t be
hooking up with a girl who suffers from depression.

Deal breaker? You’ll have to go see the movie.

“Longing” plays May 28 and June 9.
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How do we assess the value of a mother?
…‘’Oh, I know that I owe what I am today to

that dear little lady so old and gray
to that wonderful yiddishe momme of mine…” 1

This excerpt is from a beautiful song entitled, My
Yiddishe Momme, written by Lew Pollack and Jack
Yellen in the 1920s. Sophie Tucker sang it (among
many others), making it a hit in 1925. It has become
a classic in acknowledging the culture of that era,
when the stereotypical mother was the very essence

of love, warmth and selfless devotion and sacrifice. 
On Sunday, May 13, many people will pay homage to their mothers. No mat-

ter the distance, flowers will be sent and phones will be ringing as sons and
daughters take a few moments to honour the woman who nurtured and cared
for them, who was the source and sustenance of life, and to acknowledge her
sacrifices. On this day, once a year, we recognize the value of a mother. 

But the times, they are a changin’. There is, for many, a contradiction that
belies our actions. While we rightly honour our mothers on Mother’s Day, at
the same time we devalue their role. For example, the recognition and aware-
ness of the crucial role of mothering in a child’s healthy development, and con-
sequently, to future generations, is gradually being eroded. It is often seen as a
secondary role in the scheme of our busy lives. 

In fact, psychologist and author, Penelope Leach says in her book, Child
Care Today: Getting It Right for Everyone (2009), “unlike all other mammals,
most of the growth of the human brain is postnatal, and continues for several
years.” Social and economic pressures continue to present conflicts for all
mothers in terms of child care at the same time Attachment Theory emphasizes
the importance of mothering in the early years. 

Perhaps we can best assess the value of a mother in the event of her absence.
Her loss may be due to an untimely death, or she may be present physically but
absent emotionally or psychologically through mental illness or other debili-
tating disorder. Not until we experience a pain in our inconspicuous little toe or
in our unobtrusive thumb, are we even aware of their presence or value to us
in our daily lives. 

But mothers don’t have to be perfect. She, too, was once a child with her own
vicissitudes of life. And, like you, she also has her needs and cares as an adult.
Yet, she performs a multitude of tasks in ensuring her child’s needs are met that
is a greater challenge and more important than any other undertaking. We can
attempt to delineate her role in three areas: providing the basic needs physical-
ly, emotionally and psychologically; protection from harm, along with safety,
security and stability; as well as being a role model that offers guidance as we
make our way in the world. In what way can we define her worth? Do we put
a monetary value on it? That is impossible because it is priceless. 

To this point, I have only described the practical responsibilities that mothers
do. What cannot be seen, but only felt, is the unconditional love that permeates
her actions, which envelops her child like a warm blanket. And much like
Linus, a character in the Peanuts comic strip, he clings to that security blanket
like a lifeline (Charles Schulz, 1952).

Perhaps the importance of my Yiddishe Momme can best be expressed in the
words of the child in each of us. 
She gives me a hug when I am sad
And holds me close when I am mad
She cools my brow when I am sick
And puts my art work on the fridge
She makes me wear mittens, and a toque, and a scarf, and boots when it’s cold
outside, even if I don’t want to
She holds me when I have bad dreams, when I am afraid of the dark, or when
lightning and thunder scare me
She kisses me for no reason
She loves me just because I’m me

These needs are not just for children. They remain with us all our lives. We
learn how to satisfy them better as we ‘mature’, but when life overwhelms us,
or we feel sad or lonely or frightened, we all hunger for a mother’s touch, for
a mother’s hug, for a mother’s love. As Barbra Streisand sings in the song,
‘People’, “we are …letting our grown-up pride hide all the need inside… ”

That is why the most fundamental loss of a mother is the loss of love. A child
may recognize who they have lost but not what they have lost. Only in her
absence does the impact of the loss become clearer over time. Only in her
absence does her value become perceptible. Only when it disappears is the
value of a mother deeply felt. And it is irreplaceable. 

Doris Lessing, a Nobel Prize-winning author and one-time lecturer at the
CBC Massey Lectures, in an essay titled, “Prisons We Choose to Live Inside”,
shared a deep insight when she said that “…what we have we take for granted.
What we are used to, we cease to value.”

To those who are fortunate to still have your ‘Yiddishe Mommes’ in their
lives, be thankful, and let her know how much she is cherished. For those who
don’t, treasure the memories that have become even more precious. And for
those who are themselves mothers, you have undertaken the most difficult but
important task of life with all its pleasures and perils. You have taken on the
most valuable contribution to the future of society, as the lyrics of the com-
posers of the song so beautifully point out.

So, to all mothers and to those who ‘mother’, we honour you, today and
everyday.

By

LIBBY SIMON

Illusionist brings “magical messaging”
to troubled western Nunavut community

Brian Glow uses “magic” to tackle 
bullying, depression, suicide

Ed. note: The following article
about  Winnipeg magician Brian
Glow appeared in the online edition
of Nunatsiaq News, which is a news-
paper serving the Nunavut region of
Canada. The article appeared prior
to Brian’s appearance there in late
April. 

By JANE GEORGE
“Magical messaging” is coming to

Gjoa Haven, as illusionist Brian
Glow brings his show today and
tomorrow to this western Nunavut
community of about 1,300 people,
which has been beset with big truan-
cy issues and social problems.

Glow, who calls himself “the mas-
ter of illusion and fun,” said his per-
formance tonight for all ages and his
appearances at the Gjoa Haven’s two
schools on Tuesday are designed to
make residents of all ages “amazed.”

But his shows are also intended to help people deal with hard issues, such
as bullying, cyberbullying, depression and suicide, Glow said in an inter-
view before his departure from Winnipeg.

That goal comes out of Glow’s own childhood, during which he said he
was almost killed twice during separate bullying incidents.

Those experiences took him years to recover from, he said–and learning
how to perform staged tricks or seemingly impossible illusions means
helped point the way.

Glow, who has worked as an illusionist since the 1970s, performing in
Canada and internationally, said a turning point his career took place a few
years ago when a young Indigenous child, who had tried to kill himself
several times, said a counsellor had asked him if there been anything good
in his life to date.

“The only thing was the magic show,” the child said, referring to the
show that Glow had performed at the child’s school.

His show, which includes a lot of audience involvement, includes a
sleight-of-hand illusion with disappearing and re-appearing coins. The act
also involves bullying, with one student trying to extort another for his
lunch money as coins pop out of improbable places.

By switching the roles of the bully and his victim during the sketch,
Glow said he tries to show how bullying is a balance of power, and how a
victim can take back that power.

“The audience is laughing, but they get the message,” Glow said.

On previous visits to Nunavut, language hasn’t been an issue for Glow,
although an interpreter was often on hand in some Kivalliq communities he
visited last year.

That 2017 tour, judging by a series of testimonials on Youtube, including
this one: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AgrWrDniLOw was very
well received.

Glow is now in the Kitikmeot region, thanks to the sponsorship of First
Air, Calm Air, Arctic Co-operatives Ltd., and Inns North. He will travel
May 12 to Iqaluit where he is scheduled to perform at the annual
Kamatsiaqtut Help Line fundraising gala.

In Gjoa Haven, Glow will also be accompanied by a Winnipeg rapper by
the name of Unkel Adams who has, among other things, produced an anti-
bullying video.

In late April, Brian Glow appeared in the community of Gjoa Haven
in Nunavut, seen in the photo above. photo by Jane George

BRIAN GLOW
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Joanne Seiff

Civil Dissent: a Jewish Value

This week, I participated in a Survey on
Canadian Jews done by The Environics
Institute for Survey Research, in partner-

ship with Professor Robert Brym (SD Clark
Chair of Sociology at the University of Toronto)
and Professor Rhonda Lenton (President and
Vice-Chancellor, York University). It’s consid-
ered a “landmark national survey of Jews in
Canada in 2018.”

The phone call came at 5 pm. This time coincides with making dinner,
school lunches for my kids, feeding our dogs, and keeping the twins and
dogs from roughhousing too much in the meanwhile. (Did I mention my
biologist husband was away, doing field work?) 

However, I knew this was important. This was a situation where my opin-
ions and experiences mattered. I needed to contribute despite being the
only adult present to address the chaos at my house.

Often, we think of politics, religion and money as things to avoid.
They’re too emotionally laden to make good dinner conversation. Still, we
need to talk and think about this to figure out where we stand. If one looks
only at the Torah portion of the week, you might see it as black and white
pronouncements about how one should behave or observe the command-
ments. Yet Oral Law is also part of Judaism. We care what the rabbis
thought and discussed. Over thousands of years, our ideas developed,
changed and grew. Those Talmudic discussions include majority and
minority opinions, as well as stories and sayings.

In our tradition, subtle differences matter. Opinions matter. According to
the joke, if you ask two Jews? You’ll have three opinions.

That’s why I was stunned by the reaction to actress Natalie Portman’s
choice to decline the Genesis Prize. In her statement, she lovingly cele-
brated her Israeli identity, her friends and family and her citizenship. She
also explained that she felt uncomfortable with the current government,
specifically, Netanyahu’s choices, and its “violence, corruption, inequality,
and abuse of power.”

A torrent of media and political reaction followed, some of it hysterical
in tone. The president of the ZOA, Mort Klein, was downright misogynis-
tic. He called the Harvard-educated actor and director “beautiful, but not
too bright.”

Portman carries two passports as a dual US/Israeli citizen. Some called
for her to be stripped of her Israeli citizenship. Since when is it ok to tell
someone they can no longer be a citizen of a democratic country because
she spoke out on political issues that concern her?

I’m a dual US/Canadian citizen. If I speak out on a political issue, I am
within my rights as a citizen of (either) democratic society. I hear com-
ments on Trudeau’s government or Trump’s latest tweets wherever I go. All

that said, some of those survey questions made me realize…I no longer feel
comfortable publicly writing about or speaking either in support of Israel
OR criticizing Israel’s policies. Why?

All subtlety has dropped out of the conversation.
Old guard, right wing Zionists who say “I stand with Israel” bristle when-

ever anyone says something critical of the current Israeli government’s
policies. Meanwhile, anyone with liberal or left wing politics feels uncom-
fortable with the notion that Israel would deport asylum seekers…never
mind the current violence with Palestinians, or using the word “occupied.”

Many have given up even trying to discuss the issues. They don’t want to
be attacked. Getting vitriolic responses from friends, acquaintances and
family members or a stream of emails about those “anti-Semites” or worse?
It seems par for the course now. 

A New York Magazine article online, “Natalie Portman and the Crisis of
Liberal Zionism,” helps explain the dilemma. It’s true that many younger
North American Jews feel disconnected from Israel. At the same time, they
embrace liberal North American politics about equality and human rights.
The old notion of a liberal Zionist or progressive supporter is no longer
courted by Israel, either. The support of Christian Evangelicals and a grow-
ing block of Orthodox, conservative voters might mean that some in Israel
believe they no longer need the support of those liberal Zionists of old.

You may wonder why my columns don’t discuss Israel much. I’d respond
with what Israelis told me as a teenager, living on an Israeli kibbutz. “If you
want to weigh in on Israeli politics? Move to Israel and vote. Otherwise?
We’ve heard enough from you North Americans.”

I tend my garden, as Voltaire says–I write about Judaism, religion, fami-
ly and about where we stand as Canadian Jews. Our religion teaches us to
learn, analyze and form opinions, like the rabbis do. As a citizen of both the
US and Canada, I’d defend wholeheartedly Natalie Portman’s right to
speak out on politics and human rights issues that matter to her. It’s an
essential part of free speech and the democratic ideal. One has to wonder
whether the virulent reaction to her statement says more about Portman, or
about the people who responded. 

We should be able to express well-considered opinions and disagree
about things in a civil way, without fear of threats, in a democracy. Why
would anyone consider it acceptable (Jewish) behaviour to threaten,
embarrass, or demean someone else in reply? Many rabbis taught us:
Threats, embarrassment or denigrating others are just not Jewish things to
do.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. This book’s available at McNally-Robinson and online at
Amazon in hard copy and digital download. Read more on her blog:
http://www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com/

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Rady JCC Community invited to Walk, Ride, Volunteer with
Jewish Community Float – Pride Parade 2018

In June, 2017, members of the Jewish community participated with
a float in the annual Pride Parade and were recognized as “Best Overall
Float” for the 2017 event. Over 70 members of the Jewish community
members, allies and friends celebrated together with a lively and fun
float. 

This year’s  Pride Winnipeg Festival will run from May 25 - June 3,
2018 and consists of an array of cultural events that celebrate the
incredibly diverse community that supports or identifies with gay, les-
bian, transsexual, transgender, intersex, two-spirit, and queer people. 

Everyone is invited to celebrate and support Pride. This year’s Pride
Parade will be taking place on Sunday, June 3 with a float with mem-
bers of the Jewish LGBTQ community of Winnipeg. Members of the
Rady Jewish Community Centre’s sponsored groups Anakhnu and
Chofshi and other organizations and volunteers have been meeting for
a few weeks to plan out the float for 2018.  In addition to the Rady
JCC, several other community organizations including, Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, CIJA, BBYO, Gray Academy, B’TLV, Chevra
Mishnayes, BBYO and Camp Massad have indicated their participa-
tion in Pride 2018. 

The Rady JCC would like to invite Jewish LGBTQ individuals, fam-
ily members, allies, and other Jewish organizations to join together to
experience Pride 2018.  We are looking for volunteers in a variety of
areas including Parade Marshals, Décor, Float Set-Up/Tear-Down. If
you would like to volunteer, ride/walk along the float or be a parade
marshal, please register in advance by contacting Noa Forage at
nfarage@radyjcc.com. 

Those who would like to join can be on the float, walk along the
parade route or cheer along and support on the parade path. Please
meet at the Manitoba Legislative Grounds at 10:00 am on Sunday,
June 3 and look for the Jewish LGBTQ float. Special Pride T-Shirts are
being designed and will be available with advance registration.

Thousands of people are expected to join in the annual Pride Parade
through downtown Winnipeg to show off their Pride! 

Rady JCC member gives a plug for
personal trainer Morissa Klein

While at an event last
week with my husband
Bernie, I was approached
by Len Podheiser, who is
a former neighbour of
ours.  A longtime  member
of the Rady JCC, Len sug-
gested that I ought  to do
an article about Morrisa Klein, a fitness instructor and personal trainer
there. 

I asked Len to send me something that would explain why he was so
keen on singling out Morissa.

Here are some of the points Len Podheiser made about Morissa:
1) Morissa motivates and has a positive attitude. She is pleasant and

exhibits strong people skills.
2) She adjusts her training to individualize for each person and their

needs.
3) Len noted that he needs to be pushed so that he doesn’t procrastinate

and avoid attending personal training sessions. Sound familiar?
4) Morissa sends reminders - which means that the client can’t claim to

have forgotten about a training session -another old story.
5) Morissa actually researches and evaluates new and different pro-

grams that she implements. She discusses fitness programs with other
trainers and elicits suggestions from them. She doesn’t claim to know it
all - and what a wonderful quality that is. On a personal note I can relate
to this, having learned a long time ago that I’m not learning or growing
when my mouth is open.

Len is doing Morrisa’s program weekly in conjunction with other pro-
grams to round out his work outs. He stated that his definition of progress
is not necessarily to improve, but to reduce the risk of declining.

As a member of the Rady JCC, Len  added that he recognizes that
“every ship needs a captain” and that Gayle Waxman, Executive Director
of the Rady JCC, is just that - a great captain.”

As Len stated, “Our leaders of yesterday had great foresight to con-
ceive, plan and build the campus to benefit this generation as well as
future generations.”

Some comments from Gayle Waxman about Morissa Klein
Gayle seconded Len’s enthuisastic endorsement of Morissa, noting

that Morrisa is passionate about fitness and that she’s an excellent train-
er. Morissa has been a trainer and an instructor for the Rady JCC since
2015, Gayle said. She added that she hears compliments about Morissa
all the time. “Not only does she bring her technical expertise, but she
cares about her client.” She’s also interactive with a wide range of peo-
ple,” Gayle told me.

When I spoke with Morissa herself, she told me that she loves her role
at the Rady JCC and that it allows her to work with a diverse range of
members. She enjoys working with adults at all stages of aging to help
improve their quality of life and maintain their independence, she said. 

Morissa explained that she focuses on “functional compound move-
ments” that aim to help members with daily living activities.
Additionally, Morrisa  said she focuses a lot on “balance training, reac-
tion time and proprioception” with the aim  of reducing the likeliness of
falls among older adults. Interestingly, while these days she concentrates
primarily on working with older adults, Morissa has a background in
coaching kids’ sports. 

She adds that her role at the Rady JCC also allows her to train members
in a high intensity setting including H.I.I.T. classes and group cycle class-
es.

In future issues I will offer profiles of more of the highly qualified
trainers at the Rady JCC, explaining their particular specialties. If you
would like to offer a testimonial about your favourite trainer - as Len
Podheiser did when he saw me, send me an email via this paper: jew-
ishp@mymts.net

Personal trainer MORISSA KLEIN
with Rady JCC member 

LEN PODHEISER

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN



By BERNIE BELLAN

For 13 years every year around this time the
Arthur V. Mauro Centre for Peace and
Justice at St. Paul’s College presents

something called The Winnipeg International
Storytelling Festival. According to information
provided by the festival, “The Winnipeg
International Storytelling Festival features sto-
rytellers from Winnipeg and Manitoba, from
across the country and around the world.” at
schools and other public events. Over 75,000
students have attended Storytelling events over
the years. 

The festival “is presented because storytelling
is at the heart of peacemaking.” As part of the
festival, each year for the past six years an
awards dinner has been held to honour a specif-
ic “storyteller”. At the dinner the honouree is
presented with the Dr. Philip Weiss Award for
Storytelling for Peace and Human Rights. This year’s award was present-
ed to Holocaust survivor Pinchas Gutter at a dinner held at the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights on Monday, April 23rd.

Following is some biographical information about Pinchas Gutter: 
“Born into a well established family, who can trace their roots back 400

years in Poland, Pinchas Gutter was born in Lodz and was 7 years old when
the war broke out. He, along with his twin sister and entire family fled to
what they thought was safety in Warsaw after his father had been brutally
beaten by Nazis in Lodz. Pinchas and his family were incarcerated in the
Warsaw Ghetto for three and a half years until April 1943, the time of the
Ghetto uprising. Although the effort was a valiant one, after three weeks the
family was deported to the death camp, Majdanek. 

“The day the family arrived after a horrendous journey, Pinchas’ father,
mother and twin sister were murdered by the Nazis. Pinchas was sent to a
work camp where people were beaten, shot or worked to death. He passed
through several other concentration camps, including Buchenwald, and
worked at loading and unloading enormous weights of iron and other slave
work. Towards the end of the war he was forced on a death march from
Germany to Therenstadt in Czechoslovakia which he barely survived. He
was liberated by the Russians on 8th May 1945 and under the auspices of
UNRRA was taken to Britain with other children for rehabilitation. After
spending many years in South Africa he emigrated to Canada where he
resides. 

“Pinchas Gutter has been a dedicated volunteer Holocaust educator. He
has been the subject of four films, and his story, ‘Memories in Focus’, was
published this year by the Azrieli Foundation. Mr. Gutter is one of the first
people to be featured in New Dimensions in Testimony, for which his exten-
sive oral history was recorded, where students will be able to interact in a
natural way with his hologram and hold ‘virtual conversations’ with him.”

In introducing Gutter to the audience on April 23rd, Belle Jarniewski
quoted from the Baal Shem Tov, saying that “remembrance is the secret of
redemption while forgetting leads to exile.”

Yet, when Gutter rose to deliver his remarks, he revealed to the audience
that, as much as he does retain vivid memories going back all the way to
his childhood, some memories have been totally blocked from his mind. At
one poignant moment Gutter said that he can no longer remember what his
twin sister looked like, save for “one golden braid” in her hair.

Gutter began his remarks saying “By telling my story over and over
again I will achieve my purpose in making the world a better place to live
in…At the forefront I am trying to make sure that future generations will
remember the Shoah.

“Usually when I find myself in front of an audience I’m expected to talk
about the Holocaust, but tonight I’d like to take a more meditative
approach” before speaking about the Holocaust, Gutter said. He explained
that he intended to begin his remarks by telling the audience something
about his idyllic childhood in Lodz, Poland. 

“Dr. Stephen Smith (Executive Director of the USC Shoah Foundation)
once told me he’s never come across a Holocaust survivor who said they
had an unhappy childhood,” Gutter noted.

“I had a very happy childhood,” Gutter suggested. He noted that his fam-
ily came from a long line of Hasidim. 

Some of his fondest memories, he recounted, were times he spent with
his grandmother. “She would tell me Polish horror tales,” he recalled –
with a smile.

“One day I was with her when we passed by a shop that had a Polish sol-
dier’s hat in the window. She bought it for me, but later, when my father
came home and saw me wearing that hat, it was the first time I ever saw

him get angry. He took it and threw it in the fire.”
“On Fridays,” Gutter continued, “my father

used to bring people home for a Shabbes meal.
My grandfather rebuked my father, saying
‘Mendel, one day someone will take the shirt off
your back!’ “ It was Gutter’s father though, who
gave him “the inspiration for community ser-
vice.”

The year before World War II broke out (when
Gutter was seven), he said he became “very ill. I
went to live in the country with a peasant family.”
He noted that he loved that experience, saying
“there was no one to reprimand me. I had no
sense my freedom was about to be cut off so com-
pletely.”

Soon after the war began, the Gutter family
moved to Warsaw where they thought they would
be safer than in Lodz. They lived in a house on

Mila Street – and soon found themselves part of a population of million
Jews crammed into the Warsaw Ghetto.

“Until the Ghetto uprising (in 1943), our immediate family remained
intact,” Gutter noted. As well, somewhat surprisingly, Gutter also said, “I
was never hungry in the ghetto.”

Lest anyone think that ghetto life was tolerable though, Gutter revealed
that “at the age of 30 my mother’s hair turned white”.

All his time in the ghetto, Gutter said, “I observed and recorded; I wit-
nessed in the corners of my mind.”

Following the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, which Gutter’s family survived
by hiding in a bunker, he, his twin sister, father and mother were taken to
the Majdanek death camp.
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2018 Dr. Philip Weiss Award For Storytelling for Peace and 
Human Rights Award given to Pinchas Gutter

PINCHAS GUTTER being presented with
Philip Weiss Award by FRANCIE
WINOGRAD, daughter of the late Philip
Weiss

Continued on page 31. See “Pinchas Gutter”.
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formers also paid their own
heartfelt tributes to the Greens
before launching into their
selections. 

Highlights included Cantors
Len Udow and Tracy Kasner
Greaves performing Udow’s
touching folksong “Elohia”
from his recent album Modeh
Ani (Look for a Morning),
while Kasner Greaves later
treating the crowd to a stirring
rendition of Cohen’s
“Hallelujah,” accompanied by
pianist Jeff Dolovich. 

Richard Yaffe also sang a
“Contemporary High Holiday
Inspired Medley” including
Cohen’s “Who by Fire” – a Rabbi Green favourite - “Dance Me to the End
of Love,” and Max Janowski’s “Avinu Malkeinu,” introducing his perfor-
mance by deadpanning, “Instead of hearing one depressing song, you’ll
hear three.” 

Leslie Emery sang The Klezmatic’s “Gonna Get Through This World,”
joined by African drummer Jay Stoller and SZ’s second rabbi, Matthew
Leibl on piano, with the latter also accompanying himself during the
Beatles’ “Across the Universe,” paying homage to Rabbi Green’s lifelong
devotion to transcendental meditation. 

Three voices we don’t hear often enough included Cantor Arky Berkal,
who served as Chazzan for Beth Israel with Rabbi Green, and whose “Mi
Chamocha”, accompanied by Rabbi Leibl, proved he has this music in his
very blood. The multi-talented Michael Eskin treated us to “Jacob’s
Ladder” composed for his own CD “Mostly Genesis with a Little Exodus,”
joined by pianist Shayla Fink and her husband, bassist Kinzey Posen, while
the Hungarian-born Zoltan Jakal’s resonant vocals were heard in “Prayer
for the State of Israel,” accompanied by pianist Dr. Eric Vickar. 

Rabbi Mass, who opened the program with “Shalom Rav” also led SZ’s
Dor Chadash Youth Choir in “Et Rekod,” including lively choreography
with the seven youthful singers handling the microphone during each of
their solos like pros – and possibly tomorrow’s chazzanim in the making. 

However, the heart of the soul of the afternoon belonged to the mysteri-
ous, cryptically noted “Special Guest” in the program that had the entire
crowd buzzing before the concert. Cantor Fox announced that, thanks to
the magic of modern day technology, Winnipeg’s late, legendary Cantor
Louis Berkal (Z”L)-  and uncle of Arky Berkal, would be “performing”
with the Shaarey Zedek Quartet that included conductor/tenor Justin
Odwak, his soprano wife Sarah Sommer, alto Mal Magorel and bass John
Anderson. 

And indeed, hearing a spine-tingling archival recording of Rabbi Berkal’s
deeply missed, sweet tenor voice rise and fall as though from beyond the
grave during the liturgical prayer “Modim,”  seamlessly blended with the
Quartet’s background harmonies, elicited open sobs and gasps throughout
the audience. I dare say this moment has now become a treasured memory
in SZ’s 130-year history, with the emotional standing ovation immediate
and heartfelt. 

The program
also featured five
offerings by the
Foxes that show-
cased their
dynamic vocals
and charismatic
showmanship,
each taking turns
in solos and
duets. Highlights
included Cantor
Herschel’s pow-
erhouse “Where
Can I Go?”, a
Holocaust sur-
vivor ballad cel-
ebrating Israel’s
embrace of the
Jewish people.
Cantor Herschel
ws given a sec-
ond standing
ovation after he
delivered its
final dramatic
line, underscor-
ing the song’s potent message: “Now I know where to go.” Another high-
light was  Cantor Judy’s “Amar Rabi Elazar,” with the couple later leading
the audience in a lively sing/clap-along during  the,Jewish wedding song
“Od Yishama.” 

The two-hour (no intermission) afternoon fittingly ended with a grand
finale of “Hinei Ma Tov,” with the entire cast of performers taking the stage
to regale the beaming Greens with the music of angels, carrying them on
the wings of song into their next glorious chapter. 

Holly Harris has been the classical music/opera/dance critic for the
Winnipeg Free Press since 2004. She has loved the richness of cantorial
music for years. 

Rabbi ANIBAL MASS with Rabbi
ALAN GREEN at Saturday evening
Havdallah service, April 28

RICHARD YAFFE

At the Saturday, April 28 Rock ‘n Roll party:
Rabbi MATTHEW LEIBL (at keyboards) with a
little help from friends (left-right):  PATTI
COHEN, ARTHUR BLANK, ALAIN RENAUD,
CLARE WHITEMAN, RENA ELBAZE, AMY
KARLINSKY.

CHAYA and Rabbi ALAN GREEN with their
children; top (left-right): sons JOSEPH
RABINOFF and DANIEL DERKSEN-
RABINOFF, ELANA DERKSEN-RABINOFF
(Daniel’s wife).
Bottom (left-right): Daughter SHOSHANAH
WILKERSON, CHAYA and Rabbi ALAN
GREEN. (Missing: daughter EVE RABINOFF)

Concert
Continued from page 2.

Birthright co-founder proposes opening lobby in Israel to advocate for North American Jews
NEW YORK (JTA) — The co-founder of Birthright

Israel, Charles Bronfman, proposed opening a lobby in
Jerusalem to demonstrate how Israeli policies will
affect North American Jews.

Bronfman said he was prompted by the haredi
Orthodox religious monopoly in Israel and widening
rifts between Israeli and diaspora Jews.

Bronfman made the proposal in a Thursday address
to graduates of the Hebrew Union College — Jewish
Institute of Religion’s campus here on Thursday, in
which he spoke in harsh terms about Israel’s treatment
of non-Orthodox Jews. Bronfman was receiving an
honorary doctorate from the college, the Reform
movement’s flagship institution.

“The time has come to demonstrate both the nega-
tives as well as the positives that proposed Israeli legislation will have on
North American Jewry,” the Canadian-American businessman and philan-
thropist said. The lobby would include Israelis and Jews from abroad.

Bronfman co-founded the Birthright program, which offers free 10-day-
trips to Israel to Jews aged 18-26, along with philanthropist and real estate
magnate Michael Steinhardt in 1999. To date, over 600,000 participants
from 67 countries have participated in Birthright trips, according to the
organization.

In his speech, Bronfman slammed the haredi Orthodox
Chief Rabbinate’s religious monopoly in Israel.

“We have but one Jewish state. It shocks me to the marrow
of my bones that Conservative, Reform, Liberal and
Reconstructionist Judaism are legally unrecognized by the
State of Israel,” said Bronfman, who serves as chair of the
Israel Policy Forum’s advisory council.

Religious rites in Israel, including marriage, divorce, con-
version and burial, are controlled by the Chief Rabbinate, and
ceremonies conducted by non-Orthodox rabbis in Israel are
not recognized.

Bronfman also slammed Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu for bowing to pressure from his Orthodox coali-
tion partners and freezing last year a compromise agreement
intended to create an egalitarian prayer section at the Western

Wall.
“Can a prime minister really claim to be a guardian of the entire Jewish

people when he reneges on a carefully crafted agreement knowing that he
will suffer no political consequences at home?” Bronfman asked.

The philanthropist said that both Israelis and North American Jews need-
ed to work together.

“We must do our part just as Israelis must do theirs in order to rescue the
Jewish people from breaking apart,” he said.

CHARLES BRONFMAN



Susan Turner’s exhibition
FOCUS at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue has been extended
to May 31, 2018. Turner is a
printmaker and video artist. She
creates her work digitally. Her
formal artistic interests lie in
variation, mutation, and the
intersections between represen-
tation and abstraction, and in
colour, texture, balance and
movement. Conceptually, she
works to express the evanescent
and intangible in visual form.
By juggling chaotic states and
meditative sanctuary, she creates multi-layered,
mysterious, and reverberating spaces in which
interiors and exteriors collide. 

The prints on paper and the banners on vinyl
are built on her close observations of nature -
drops of water, rays of light, insects, the wind
rustling through tree leaves - and on her obser-
vations of the constructed environment - house-
hold objects, letter forms, machine parts, fabric.
Sphere and Lens, the square format pieces on
paper and the rectangular Obi pieces on vinyl
speak of energy and play, motion, pattern, and
colour. These images reflect Turner’s interest in
metaphysical ideas. The five Tabernacle pieces
on vinyl, large at 30” x 48”, look at Jewish cere-
monial artifacts. They act as conduits for reflec-
tion, for musing on invented realities, and for
meanderings into memory and imagination.
They counter more intimate experience such as
the sensation of the talit draped around the
shoulders or a velvet parokhet (ark cover)
against which the hand might brush. 

Susan Turner has exhibited in solo and group

shows in Canada
and internationally. FOCUS has been selected
by Manitoba Arts Network to tour cultural cen-
tres throughout Manitoba and north-western
Ontario in 2019/2020. The Tabernacle pieces
were shown in 2017 at Charter Oak Cultural
Center, Hartford, Connecticut, and Turner was
one of six printmakers included in “Abstract
Mind 2018”, CICA Museum, Seoul, South
Korea. In 2016, she produced, wrote, and direct-
ed the videos ‘Trembling like a Leaf in the
Wind’ and ‘Clamber’. Her earlier video ‘Alien
Hand’ (2002), about the loss of her father to
dementia, premiered at the Winnipeg Art
Gallery and won a Yorkton Short Film &
Video Festival Jury Award. 

Turner’s work is in public and private col-
lections, and has been supported by numer-
ous grants. She is active in Winnipeg’s artist
community, taught at the School of Art,
University of Manitoba, and was a MAWA
mentor (Manitoba Artists for Women’s Art).
In 2017, she founded ARTA, a Winnipeg
artist collective that has completed two pro-
jects. Additionally, she has curated/co-curat-

ed and designed major exhibits for the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada: ‘Mazel Tov, a Chaseneh: The
Jewish Wedding’ (2005), ‘Samuel
Freedman: Chief Justice of Manitoba’
(2006), ‘A Stitch in Time: Winnipeg Jews
& the Garment Industry’ (2014), and
‘Synagogues of Manitoba’ (2016). 

Turner’s exhibition, invited as part of
the program ‘Art at the Zedek’, is
installed along the entrance corridor and
in the ground floor lounge. All works in
the exhibition are available for purchase
by contacting Susan Turner. 

By BERNIE BELLAN
There was an air of celebration surrounding

what Faith Kaplan said was to be the first in an
annual “distinguished lecture series” at the Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue on Sunday
evening, May 6th.

First, Rabbi Yosef Benarroch presented Past
President Earl Hershfield, who has had more
than his recent share of tragedy in his life, with a
“Shem Tov” award on behalf of the congrega-
tion. 

As Rabbi Benarroch noted in thanking Earl for
his years of service to the synagogue,  “Earl, you
like to say ‘this is the little shul that could’; you
are the person who could’...If it weren’t for Earl,
I wouldn’t be here. After many years of asking
me to be the rabbi here, I finally couldn’t say
no.”

Faith Kaplan also referred to the many renova-
tions that the building has undergone since 2011,
saying that those renovations are now “almost
complete”.

Event co-chair Abe Anhang noted that  three
members of the congregation, all of whom were
born in 1918,  are each about to celebrate their
100th birthday: Dr. Albert Rosenberg, Lloyd
Friedman, and Marion Solomon (mother of cur-
rent congregation President Jack Craven).

Before turning the microphone over to his
wife, Barbara, who introduced Dara Horn, Abe
told the audience that 40 years ago Dara’s hus-
band, Brendan Schulman, had been a student at
the Torah Academy in this very building for
Grades 4-6. Since then, Abe noted, Brendan has
gone on to fashion a successful law career in the

United States, “specializing in drones”. 
“Brendan says there’s a fixture here he broke

when he was a student,” Abe remarked. (There
must be a statute of limitations when it comes to
assessing responsibility for damage to school
property, isn’t there?)

As for Dara Horn’s talk itself, we’ll have a full
report on what was a brilliant lecture in our next
issue.
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Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue launches annual distinguished lecture series with aplomb

Susan Turner art exhibition at Shaarey Zedek extended to end of May

Rabbi YOSEF BENARROCH presents Past
President EARL HERSHFIELD with a
“Shem Tov” award from the congregation. In
the picture (l-r): BETTY ANNE HERSH-
FIELD, EARL HERSHFIELD, FAITH
KAPLAN, SOPHIE HERSHFIELD, JACK
CRAVEN, Rabbi BENARROCH

Members of the Schulman family (l-r): MAR-
LON SCHULMAN (Dara’s brother-in-law),
SYLVIA SCHULMAN (Dara’s mother-in-
law), DARA HORN, BRENDAN SCHUL-
MAN (Dara’s husband), and PERRY
SCHULMAN (Dara’s father-in-law)

(l-r): MYRA FRIEMAN, DARA HORN,
event co-chair FAITH KAPLAN

soon-to-be centenarian ALBERT ROSENBERG
with DARA HORN
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Learners will relish come-and-go Shavuot program

Asmorgasbord of Jewish learning opportunities awaits partakers of
the Shavuot Scholar in Residence weekend at Congregation Etz
Chayim, May 18-21, 2018. 

Incorporating the teachings of New York Rabbi Moshe Edelman, who
also led High Holy Day services at Etz Chayim, the Shavuot program
will delight learners of all walks, ages, and interests and will cater to a
contemporary come-and-go lifestyle. 

“Rabbi Edelman has designed the Shavuot program to be user friendly,
so people can come and go throughout the weekend,” says Tracy Kasner
Greaves, cantor at Congregation Etz Chayim.

Shavuot commemorates the giving and receiving of the Torah–God’s
bestowing of the Ten Commandments to the People of Israel following
their Exodus from Egypt and the Israelites’ receiving of the Torah from
God, on Mount Sinai. 

The Hebrew word for “weeks,” Shavuot also celebrates the wheat har-
vest and the ripening of the first fruits, with aliases “Day of First Fruits”
(Yom HaBikurim) and “Harvest Festival” (Chag HaKatzir).

“Shavuot is, in my mind, the most important holy day of the year, because
it represents the giving and receiving of the Torah, and it’s an opportunity
to learn,” says Rabbi Edelman, who is no stranger to Winnipeg. He first vis-
ited four years ago, when he was invited to teach at Limmud Winnipeg, then
returned last fall for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

“The focus of Shavuot is to inspire people to learn and enjoy learning,”
says Cantor Tracy. In fact, it’s customary to study Torah all night on the
first night of Shavuot, Tikkun Leyl Shavuot.

Together, Rabbi Edelman and Etz Chayim have curated four days of
Shavuot programming that includes traditional religious services, diverse
Jewish scholarship, and hamish dining. 

The weekend opens with a Kabbalat Shabbat service, a family Shabbat
dinner, and Rabbi Edelman’s first learning session to introduce Shavuot,
festival of many names, called “What’s in a Name.”

On Saturday, the rabbi will deliver the sermon at the morning Shabbat
service and an after-Kiddush look into the Book of Ruth, which is com-
monly read on Shavuot.

Tikkun Leyl Shavuot, the Saturday evening Shavuot program, is geared
to engage all ages, says Cantor Tracy. “We’ve structured the event so
younger families can come with kids.”

After regular Mincha services, guests will enjoy a traditional dairy
Shavuot dinner. Then, younger participants can attend the PJ Library
pajama party while adults and other students attend “Menschlichkeit =

Yiddishkeit” (part 1) with the rabbi.
“We tend to think of Judaism as being very ritualistic,” says Rabbi

Edelman: “Do this or don’t do that; observe more or observe less.” 
“But Judaism is built both on ritual and on observance based on being

a mensch–the moralistic, ethical behaviour of humans. Judaism has a
wonderful moral/ethical perspective to it, so I’m going to expand it into
that notion of menschlichkeit,” he says. 

When families with young children head home, others can continue
learning into the night, explains Cantor Tracy.

A late-night study session will follow Saturday evening Ma’ariv and
Havdallah services. Called “Fixing the World Through Learning,” Rabbi
Edelman says “there’s a bit more to the title, which is really ‘A Page From’.” 

“I want to show that Judaism is not exclusively what the Torah says, but
rather, the development of Jewish life and Jewish law and Jewish obser-
vance, through maturation and the process of interpretation,” he says.

His method: take a verse from the Torah and explore how it was under-
stood a thousand years later by the rabbis of the Mishnah; then, how the
rabbis of the Gemara, the Talmud, interpreted what the rabbis of the
Mishnah said; and finally, look at the code of Jewish law, the Shulchan
Aruch.

On Sunday and Monday, Rabbi Edelman will deliver sermons at the
Shavuot morning services, and after-Kiddush studies on those days, too. 

“One of the ways we fix the world is through learning,” says Rabbi
Edelman, referencing the word tikkun (fixing) in Tikkun Leyl Shavuot.

“I want to build on all kinds of learning strands, offer different dimen-
sions,” he says.

Tikkun means to make a correction, an adjustment, he explains. Tikkun
Leyl Shavuot is to make an adjustment by studying Torah. 

“We can change and improve the world. We can learn, and we can
bring on a better day,” says Rabbi Edelman.

He welcomes the occasion to visit Winnipeg again.
“The opportunity to teach Torah, my love of Israel, my love of the peo-

ple of Israel, continues to mature profoundly. Any time I have opportu-
nity to teach is a gift.” 

A Winnipeg Jets fan, Rabbi Edelman’s career has spanned congrega-
tional rabbi, scholar in residence, and teacher, to facilitator, strategic
planning consultant, and leader of pilgrimage groups to Israel. As direc-
tor of leadership development for conservative synagogues with United
Synagogue, he created SULAM, a training program for incoming syna-
gogue presidents, which United Synagogue continues to use. 



(JTA) – A top challenger to longtime U.S.
Sen. Dianne Feinstein of California is a white
supremacist who espouses anti-Semitic views.

Patrick Little, a Republican, is polling at 18
percent behind Feinstein, a Democrat who has
served more than four terms in the Senate.
Feinstein is polling at 39 percent in the race,
which will pit the top-two vote-getters against
each other in the general election in November.

The primary is set for June 5.

Little has been endorsed by former Ku Klux
Klan leader David Duke, but has complained
that “alt-right” media outlets such as The Daily
Stormer have not been supportive of his cam-
paign.

Right Wing Watch outed Little’s white
supremacist views in an article last week.

In a campaign video posted to YouTube earli-
er this week, Little said he “woke up to the
Jewish question and dedicated my life to expos-
ing these Jews that control our country.”

In a post last month on his blog, Little wrote:
“We all want what has been taboo until now to
say aloud, we want to be around other whites,
safe from non-whites. But unless we start voic-
ing that sentiment regularly at the ballot box, all
of the places we have retreated to will be even-
tually overrun by non-whites.”

Little on his Twitter account has accused
Israel’s Mossad intelligence agency of playing a
leading role in the 9/11 attacks in 2001 and said
that “No man in history saved more Jewish lives
than Adolf Hitler.” His Twitter account was sus-
pended earlier this year over statements amount-
ing to Holocaust denial.
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Ethiopian Jewish family thriving in Winnipeg
By MYRON LOVE

Ethiopia  ha had s a millennia-long relationship with
Judaism. Haile Selassie, the last emperor of Ethiopia
(who was deposed in 1974), was reputed to have

been the descendant of a liaison become the Biblical King
Solomon and the Queen of Sheba. For the past 2000 years
or more, a great many – at times, even a majority of
Ethiopians – practiced a pre-rabbinic Judaism. (Chanukah,
for example, was unknown to them) – and the fabled Ark
of the Covenant has long been rumoured to be housed in a
special sanctuary in Axum, the former royal capital.)

In fact, every church is Ethiopia has a copy of the Ark
which is brought out for public view once a year.

“I get a lot of questions about Ethiopia,” says Jochebed
Seyoum. “People want to know where it is. They want to
know about the language, the culture, the food. People find
it really interesting.”

The 19-year-old Seyoum is one of three daughters of
Solomon and Misrak, Ethiopian immigrants who came to
Winnipeg separately in the early 1990s. They are both
originally from Addis Ababa.

After the fall of Selassie, Ethiopia went through many
years of civil war and military/Communist rule. All reli

gious practice was banned, Seyoum notes. 
“The family urged our parents to leave,” she says. “Our

mother was 19. Our father was in his early 20s.”
Misrak went first to Greece while Solomon went to

Italy. They were sponsored separately to come to Winnipeg. Solomon
became a general contractor here while Misrak has worked at the St. Amant
Centre for many years.

Her father, Jochebed says, regularly attends the Shaarey Zedek syna-
gogue.

Jochebed and her sisters, Deborah and Ruth, all attended the Gray
Academy. Ruth is in Grade 10 at the school. Deborah is studying comput-
er science at the University of Manitoba.

Jochebed graduated from the Gray Academy last year;
she made the Honour Role – and is studying nursing at the
University of Manitoba. While at the Gray Academy, she
volunteered at Winnipeg Harvest and St. Amant Centre.
Also, while in Grade 12, she participated in the Jewish
Community Internship course at the school.

The course teaches students in grades 11 and 12 about
Jewish organizations in the city and then sends the students
to various organizations to work as interns while job-shad-
owing community professionals. Seyoum worked at the
Jewish Foundation alongside Zachary Minuk, JFM
Director of Marketing & Communications.

“I learned how a foundation works and what endowment
funds can do,” she says Seyoum, “and I learned so much
about our community and the organizations that keep it
together.”

As noted in a recent Jewish Foundation newsletter,
Seyoum used her term at the Foundation as an opportunity
to launch the ‘Class of ’17’ Endowment Fund. She helped
to develop the messaging, design a poster, and convince
Student Council to hold a “Casual Day” to raise money to
launch the fund.

Last year, she was one of six recipients of the George
Finkle Memorial Scholarship Award.

Seyoun says that she has always wanted to be involved
in the medical field. “I shadowed a nurse in high school,”
she recalls. “I liked how she was in close contact with her

patients and how she took the time to help them.”
She is currently studying to be an RN and hopes one day to become a

nurse practitioner.
Jochebed has never been to Israel. An aunt and a cousin, she says, made

aliyah through Operation Moses. 
She adds that she still has a lot of cousins still in Ethiopia.
“I am proud to be of Ethiopian ancestry,” she says.
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Top Senate challenger in California is white supremacist with anti-Semitic agenda

19-year-old 
JOCHEBED SEYOUM 

Gray Academy graduate,
now studying nursing

Patrick Little has complained that “alt-right”
media outlets such as The Daily Stormer have
not been supportive of his campaign. 

(Twitter via JTA)



Former Winnipegger Vadim Dreyzin left his mark on this city

There is, as most readers well know, much
publicity and commentary regarding
immigration and the pros and cons of wel-

coming people from other countries. And, it may
be true that there have been instances where this
welcoming policy has not been a happy experi-
ence for this country. But, based on the life of
Vadim Dreyzin, one would have to conclude we

ought to be even more welcoming. He was - and is, the model for what
Canada hoped would evolve from a welcoming immigration policy. 

From his arrival to Winnipeg from Minsk, Belarus in September of 1979
to his first home on Newton Avenue, to his second home at the corner of
Matheson and Salter, the trajectory upward began. Perhaps you could have
predicted this ascent just from the fact he was quickly moved up in school
from Grade 3 to 4 after a few months at school, as his Soviet education had
prepared him well. That was just the start. Dreyzin went on to become the
English Valedictorian of the 1988 graduating class of Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, also the Gold Medalist, along with the recipient of several other
major awards. Moreover, he finished first or second in the JW song festi-
val each year from Grade 6 through 12. He also won the Manitoba Music
Festival trophy for violin in 1986. As well, Vadim was a singer for years

with the Chai Folk
Ensemble. Clearly,
the stars were aligned
for Vadim Dreyzin at
that point, and they
continued when the
family moved to
Toronto in 1988.

The move to
Toronto was a contin-
uation of his past suc-
cess. Vadim received
an Open Entrance
Scholarship for four
years,  then was
awarded a Canada
Scholarship in Sci-
ence and Engineering
from the Government
of Canada. Before
long, he was a student
at the University of
Toronto Medical
school and, during his
studies there, he was
an attendee at a sum-
mer programme at the
Betty Ford Centre for
Addiction in Rancho
Mirage, California. 

In 1993, he received
a JIAS Scholarship,
which surely must
have made that orga-
nization proud since
they originally helped
to bring the Dreyzin
family to Canada. 

After a two year res-
idency in Toronto in
Family and Com-
munity Medicine
between 1994-96,
Vadim practiced as a
family physician for
10 years from 1996-
2006 in the western
part of Toronto. Since
that time, Vadim has
been involved in sev-
eral areas of medi-
cine, including surgi-
cal assistance, clinical
research, cardiac
stress testing and
insurance work. 

However, many
Winnipeggers who
are familiar with the
Dreyzin name might
recognize Vadim as

having been the composer of two pieces that were later recorded for a PBS
special on the March of the Living. 

Those two compositions were “April Wind” and a “Requiem for the
Warsaw Ghetto”. The Requiem is one that leaves an indelible stamp on
those that have heard it.  Google it and listen to it -
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9MGewrJmaZc. You will be captivat-
ed by its haunting melody and powerful lyrics. One might ask how it was
that a youngster who had come to Canada as a boy of eight could be so sen-
sitive in both his music and language to be able to compose a song (also
sing it), still performed all over the world and one that is the recognized
theme of the March of the Living. Hard to believe, but he did all that. 

Vadim  married during his twenties and is the father of three children, all
of whom attend Jewish day schools in Toronto. What are his thoughts about
coming to Canada and the effect his years in Winnipeg had upon his
growth?

Vadim likely could write a book about his time in Canada and his grati-
tude to those people who made his trip up the ladder in life possible, not
the least of whom were his grandparents, both physicians in Russia who
encouraged Vadim all along the way.  Also, for sure - his mother, who bore
the parental responsibilities when Vadim’s father died in 1983. His older
sister Ilona laid the path for Vadim in many ways, including her own entry
into medicine in Toronto in 1987. Vadim is also quick to pay tribute to his
teachers, including the late Paula Marks. 

But, no one can sum up Vadim’s sincere appreciation for what Winnipeg
offered to him better than Vadim himself. 

“I also thank fate for taking us to that small and cold town of Winnipeg
with its harsh winters and smouldering, humid, and mosquito-infested sum-
mers. I think most people outside of Winnipeg are not aware of the incred-
ible Jewish community that is located there. It is a truly unique, loving,
closely-knit nest which nurtures, supports and encourages ‘its young’ and
then inspires them to head out into the world to make an impact around the
globe. When I think of the Jewish institutions and organizations in which I
grew up: Talmud Torah, JWC (now Gray Academy), Chai Folk Ensemble,
Camp Massad, etc. and the incredible individuals who ran them, I think of
the amazing impact they had on my development as a Jew and a human
being. I will forever be indebted to them and the Jewish community for giv-
ing me all of those amazing opportunities to learn, grow, experience and
develop intellectually, emotionally and spiritually.”

Vadim Dreyzin is an example of why we should welcome immigrants to
Canada. 
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SHIRA, ANNA (wife), SAMUEL, ASHLEY, VADIM



A Montreal pilgrimage in the footsteps of Leonard Cohen
By BEN HARRIS

MONTREAL (JTA) – Just inside the gate
of the Shaar Hashomayim synagogue off
Boulevard du Mont Royal, a gravestone
bears an unusual Star of David, the sharp
angles of its two opposing triangles – one
reaching heavenward, the other aimed at the
earth – softened into the shape of hearts. A
dozen red roses scattered on the ground are
signs of recent visitors, and an overflowing
mound of stones on top, in keeping with the
Jewish custom, is evidence of many more.

The footstone is engraved in Hebrew with
the name of the deceased, Eliezer the son of
Nissan HaKohen. And beneath that, the name
by which he is known to the world: Leonard
Cohen.

The legendary singer, songwriter, poet and
novelist was interred here in a private cere-
mony in 2016, just hours before his family
would inform the world that he had died days
earlier, at the age of 82, at his home in Los
Angeles. Though Cohen had been suffering from
cancer and knew his death was looming, he died
peacefully in his sleep after a nighttime fall. His
grave is in the family plot beside three genera-
tions of his forebears.

“He came into the world a Montreal Jew and
he left the world a Montreal Jew,” said Gideon
Zelermyer, the cantor at Shaar Hashomayim,
who presided over the burial with the syna-
gogue’s rabbi.

It’s little surprise that a steady stream of visi-
tors continues to make its way to Cohen’s
gravesite more than a year after his death.
Already well into his 70s, the singer achieved
something rare in popular music – a late-career
renaissance. It included five years of worldwide
touring, hundreds of sold-out shows and several
celebrated albums including “You Want It
Darker,” which was released just weeks before
he died, earning him his first solo Grammy
Award.

With his passing, interest in Cohen has surged
even more, particularly in his hometown.

Musee d’Art Contemporain du Montreal
recently wrapped up a five-month multimedia
exhibition that featured works by 40 artists com-
missioned by the museum in “loving tribute” to
Cohen. A 10,000-square-foot portrait of the
singer, barely-there smile shadowed by his trade-
mark fedora and hand held over heart, towers
over Crescent Street in the heart of downtown.
Another nine-story mural of Cohen was com-
pleted last year. And in November, a star-studded
tribute concert at the city’s Belle Centre featured
appearances by Sting, Elvis Costello, Seth
Rogen and Prime Minister Justin Trudeau.

The Montreal Jewish community that nurtured
Cohen in his early years has not been overlooked
in the Cohen surge. For a while, media interest in
Shaar Hashomayim was so intense that the lead-
ership had to issue a statement asking people to
stay away.

Inquiring at the city’s Jewish institutions today
inspires knowing smiles from people who have
grown accustomed to fielding questions about
Cohen. “At least the third today,” said an official
at the cemetery when a visitor asked for direc-
tions to Cohen’s grave.

Cohen first encountered the biblical metaphors
and liturgical themes that would inspire so much
of his life’s work at Shaar Hashomayim, a
fortress of a synagogue built by his ancestors
that today occupies the better part of a city block.
Cohen’s childhood home, at 599 Belmont Ave.,
is just up the hill, and a photograph of a teenage
Cohen in double-breasted jacket at his Hebrew
school graduation in 1949 still hangs on the wall.

Music remains central to the service at Shaar
Hashomayim, with a cantor leading prayers in
the now nearly obsolete choral tradition once
prevalent in Europe. It was that sound that

Cohen sought out for “You Want It Darker,”
which features Zelermyer and the synagogue
choir providing backing vocals.

But Cohen’s connections to the affluent
Montreal Jewish community of his youth were
never without complications. He fled the city’s
confines early and often – first to study literature
at Columbia, then to the Greek island Hydra, and
eventually to Southern California, where he
lived in a Zen monastery for years. Montreal was
a place to which he returned occasionally “to
renew my neurotic affiliations,” he once wrote.

Liel Leibovitz, author of a 2014 book explor-
ing Cohen’s artistic evolution, points to a 1964
speech that Cohen delivered to a symposium at
the Montreal Jewish Library as the moment he
found his prophetic voice. In the speech, which
Leibovitz reconstructed from notes found in
Cohen’s papers, the singer lambasted Montreal
Jewry for worshipping a “hideous distortion” of
God.

“Bronze plaques bearing names like
Bronfman and Beutel were fastened to modern
buildings, replacing humbler buildings estab-
lished by men who loved books in which there
were no plaques at all,” Cohen said.

Today, the library has migrated from the cold
water flat it once occupied to a modern campus
in the western suburbs of the city, a symbol of
the very Jewish fixation on buildings decried by
the young poet. Yet Cohen never severed his
connection to Montreal and its Jews, and the
embrace only seemed to intensify as the years
passed.

“There are times when you want to show the
flag, when you want to indicate that there is
nourishment to be had from this culture, that it is
not entirely irrelevant to the present situation,
that it does not serve a nation’s best interests to
reject and despise it,” Cohen told an interviewer
in 2016.

And the synagogue reciprocated, proudly wav-
ing the flag of its most celebrated alumnus.

Outside the sanctuary, across the lobby from
where the faces of Cohen’s grandfather and
great-grandfather, both past presidents of the
synagogue, peer down from austere Victorian
portraits, a glass case houses a vinyl copy of
“You Want It Darker” and the Juno Award the
album won from the Canadian Academy of
Recording Arts and Sciences. Facing the case is a
display showcasing Canadian Jewish history that
prominently features a photo of Cohen onstage in
a section about the community’s cultural contri-
butions.

After Cohen’s death, Zelermyer chanted the El
Malei Rachamim memorial prayer for Cohen
during Shabbat services, sung to the tune of the
singer’s iconic “Hallelujah.”

“It was such a validation of the fact that we
hang on to these traditions,” Zelermyer said of
Cohen’s enduring connection to the synagogue.

“I go and I teach cantorial students
and I tell them the same thing: You never know
who that young person is going to be sitting a
few rows away from the pulpit and how the
experience of being in shul and listening to
someone praying with intention, how they’re
impacted by that. I just find it remarkable.”

A painting of Leonard Cohen towers above Crescent Street in
downtown Montreal. (Ben Harris/JTA)

Wednesday, May 9, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   21

Feature story

����������	�

��������
��������

���������	
���������
����������
��������	���
����	����������

�	����

LEONARD COHEN



22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, May 9, 2018



Wednesday, May 9, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   23

Tickets Selling Fast for 2018
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival

The 2018 edition of the Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival will run
from May 22 to June 10 at the Berney Theatre.  More than 30 screenings will
include  a Film Crawl, Juried Awards, Talk Backs, Visiting Directors, Opening
and Closing Night Receptions and the Morley Blankstein Architecture Film
Series.  This acclaimed annual Festival is presented by the Rady JCC and The
Asper Foundation. 
Jewish Film Festival tickets, five and ten packs and passes are available at
radyjcc.com 
or (204) 477-7510.
An Act of Defiance
Friday, June 8, 5:00 pm
Talk Back moderated by author Meira Cook. 
In this riveting historical drama, 10 political activists (including Nelson
Mandela and his inner circle of Black and Jewish supporters) face a possible
death sentence for conspiracy to commit sabotage.
(South Africa/Netherlands 2017)
Big Sonia
Sunday, May 27, 2:00 pm
Monday, June 4, 1:00 pm
In a defunct shopping mall, 91-year-old Sonia Warshawski – great-grandmoth-
er, businesswoman and Holocaust survivor runs the tailor shop. A poignant
story of generational trauma and healing, and a laugh-out-loud-funny portrait
of the power of love to triumph over bigotry. (USA, 2017)
Bombshell: The Hedy Lamarr Story
Friday, May 25, 5:00 pm
Hedy Lamar’s inventions were the forerunner of Blue Tooth and Wi-Fi.  This
fascinating documentary includes interviews about how Lamarr struggled to
overcome a one dimensional reputation and make people get past her face.
(USA, 2017)
Bye Bye Germany Es war einmal in Deutschland
Thursday, June, 7:30 pm
With a jaunty klezmer-style score and Yiddish-inflected dialogue, this fresh his-
torical perspective is an utterly engaging salute to European Jewish who chose
to tough out painful memories to reclaim their lives.
(Germany/Luxembourg/Belgium, 2017)
The Cakemaker HaOfe MeBerlin
Tuesday, May 29, 1:00 pm
Sunday, June 3, 4:00 pm
Unwittingly united in grief by a closeted affair, a gay German baker and weary
Israeli widow seek mutual catharsis, in The Cakemaker, a compassionate med-
itation on the human urge for connection. (Israel/Germany, 2017)
Centerpiece Film & Reception
Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel
Wednesday, May 30, 7:00 p.m.
Josh Zeid, former American Professional Baseball Player & Pitcher for Team
Israel in attendance.
Moderated by Matthew Leibl, former broadcaster for TSN 1290 Radio.
Israel’s baseball team was the underdog of underdogs when they made it to the
finals of the 2017 World Baseball Championships in Korea. No one expected
Team Israel to make it as far as they did. Heading Home follows the players on
their first trip to Israel, and hopefully Israel’s first baseball championship. USA,
2017)
The Invisibles Die Unischtbaren
Friday, June 1, 5:00 p.m.
June 1943, and The Third Reich infamously declares Berlin judenfrei—free of
Jews. But at that moment, there are 7,000 Jews still living there—hiding in
attics, basements and warehouses, This innovative, “hybrid” film interweaves
dramatic re-enactments with actual testimony to bring edge-of-the-seat sus-
pense to the screen. (Germany, 2017)
Opening Night Film & Reception
Itzhak
Tuesday, May 22, 7:00 p.m.
Talk Back moderated by James Manishen, Artistic Operations Associate,
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra.
This intimate and enchanting documentary of violin virtuoso Itzhak Perlman
takes us from the first years of  the boy born to non- musical Polish Immigrants
in pre-Israel Tel Aviv, to Julliard in New York and then to the great stages of
concert music. (USA, 2017)
Keep The Change
Thursday, June 7, 1:00 pm
Sunday, June 10, 2:00 pm
A romantic-comedy set in a world where the idea of “normal” is a moving nee-
dle. Keep the Change tells the story of David Polansky who is living in mod-
ern day New York, struggling to come to terms with his high functioning autism
when he is forced to attend an autism support group at the JCC. (USA, 2017)
Laces
Friday,     May 25, 1:00 p.m.
Saturday, June 2, 8:00 p.m.
After the death of his mother, Gad a 38-year-old man living with special needs,
has to stay with Reuven, the crusty, set-in-his ways father he barely knows. The
film’s portrayal of a relationship full of love, rejection and co-dependency and
moving on to an unknown future is warmly told. (Israel, 2017) 
Longing Ga’agua 
Monday, May 28, 1:00 pm
Saturday, June 9, 8:00 pm
A middle-aged bachelor’s world is suspended when he learns he has lost a son
he didn’t know existed in the affecting Israeli tragicomedy Longing.

Maktub
Saturday,     May 26, 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday, May 30, 1:00 p.m.
Israel’s number one comedy in 2017 tells the hilarious, moving tale of two
small-time criminal enforcers whose beat is to terrorize upscale Israeli restau-
rant owners. Grateful to be alive after surviving a terrorist attack, they decide
to redeem themselves by secretly fulfilling the prayers left by people between
the sacred stones of the Western Wall. (Israel, 2017)
The Morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series presents:
Moshe Safdie: The Power of Architecture 
Monday, May 28, 7:30 p.m.
This fascinating portrait film celebrates the life and work of Moshe Safdie
FAIA by delving into his overall and outstanding contribution to the field of
architecture, from Habitat 67 to the Holocaust Museum. (Canada, 2005)
Museum Ha’m’zeon 
Thursday, May 31, 7:30 pm
Talk Back: Post-film conversation with Robert Engright, cultural critic and
founder of Border Crossings Magazine and Allison Gillmor, writer and critic.
This unprecedented look behind the scenes at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem
isn’t a conventional documentary about the history of the museum, or its world
class collection of 500,000 objects (including the Dead Sea Scrolls); it’s a lyri-
cal work in and of itself, a poetic celebration of storytelling and humanity.
(Israel, 2017)
Spotlight Film & Reception
Nana
Wednesday, June 6, 7:00 p.m.
Director, Serena Dykman will be in attendance.
Moderated by Holly Harris.
This intensely personal film, made from the third generation’s point-of-view,
investigat4es how survivors’ testimonies and the message against intolerance
can continue today, in a world where survivors are disappearing and intoler-
ance, prejudice and antisemitism and racism are on the rise. 
(Belgian/Poland, 2017)
A Quiet Heart Lev Shaket Meod
Monday, June 4, 7:30 pm
In present day Jerusalem, Naomi, a secular young woman seeks refuge from the
pressure of her life as a concert pianist. Despite her intentions to stay alone,
however, Naomi quickly makes two unexpected connections- one with a musi-
cally gifted Ultra-Orthodox young boy and a charismatic Italian monk and
organist. Faced with escalating isolation and violence, Naomi must learn to use
music as a bridge to overcome towering religious barriers. (Israel, 2016)
Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me
Sunday, May 27, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, June 8,    1:00 p.m.
A rousing tribute to the iconic song-and-dance man in all his complexities and
contradictions, Sammy Davis Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me explores the life and art of
this uniquely gifted entertainer whose trajectory blazed across shifting political
climates and flash points of American society from the Depression through the
1980s. (USA, 2017)
Shelter Mistor
Sunday, June 3, 1:00 p.m.
A former Israeli Mossad agent is pulled out of an early retirement to play
“babysitter” to “Mona” a Lebanese Hezbollah informant who fled Beirut and
has undergone facial reconstruction surgery to be able to begin a new life. In
this game of deception, beliefs are questioned and loyalties are tested as their
fates take a surprising turn in this suspense-laden, elegant neo-noir.
(Germany/Israel/France, 2017)
Simon &Theodore Simon et Théodore
Wednesday, May 23, 7; 30 pm 
Simon is about to become a father. How can this man, estranged from his preg-
nant  Rabbi wife, and who walks to his own the rhythm of his own beat,  and
who can barely take care of himself live up to the responsibility of parenthood.
He meets Théodore, an endearing  if bad-tempered, teen being raised by a sin-
gle mom and the two rebels set out on a crazy quest toward accepting them-
selves. (France ,2017)
Spotlight Film & Reception
The Testament Haedut
Sunday, June 10, 7:00 pm
Director, Amichai Greenberg will be in attendance.
Wednesday, June 6, 1:00 pm
An uncompromising Holocaust researcher covers the long-buried secret that
casts doubt on his family history. The Testament, Best Film at the Haifa
International Film Festival. (Israel/Austria 2017)
The Wedding Plan Laavor et hakir
Sunday, June 3, 7:30 pm
Tuesday, June 5, 1:00 pm
The Wedding Plan is a poignant and funny romantic comedy about love, mar-
riage and faith in life’s infinite possibilities. This romantic comedy tells us that
when it comes to finding love, its equal parts luck, determination, and faith.
(Israel 2016)
First Ever
Shorts on Sherbrook Film Crawl
Tuesday, June 5 | 8:15 pm 
First stop: The Handsome Daughter - 61 Sherbrook St 
Next stop: The Tallest Poppy - 685 Westminster Ave 
Screenings of award-winning, thought-provoking, art-house shorts .Join for
views, brews, chats and laughs. Tickets are $10 include all films include a drink
at each venue and nibbles.
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BETTY LEINBURD
Betty Leinburd (née Calmanovici) passed away

peacefully, in her sleep at home on March 2, 2018 at the
age of 95.

Our Mom was a total character. She was an example
of the axiom that what doesn’t kill you makes you
tougher, and boy was she tough. She had to be, to make
it through the first 40 years of her life.

She and our Dad were born in an era that was one of
those historical periods where the world went mad,
especially for Jewish people. If WWI and WWII are
viewed as one war, with a 20-year gap, then our parents
had the misfortune of being born right in that gap, not
quite, but close enough to be near the centre of the
hurricane that engulfed most of the world at the time.

Betty Leinburd was born on April 25, 1922 in a
traditional Jewish family in a small town in what had
been the border lands of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
in Bukovina, Romania, in the town of Falticeni, a town
founded by Jews around 1720. She was the youngest of
three children born to Calman and Gitel (née Herman).
Her father owned a grain mill in the town and she had
two older brothers, Eli and Lica.

She had the pleasure of living through crazed, right-
wing messianic fascists running Romania in the 1930s,
the Nazi-allied fascists running Romania during WWII
(who were, believe it or not, a different group of
fascists than the right-wing messianic flavour which
came of age in the pre-war era), and then, as if that
wasn’t enough, the quasi-eastern despotic communist
government running Romania after WWII, until she
and her husband were finally given permission to leave
Romania, after nine years of waiting to leave that
deranged place.

There were maybe 10,000 people in Falticeni at the
start of WWII of whom 7,000 were Jewish. For a small
shtetl in the Balkans, it was a very cultured place.
Falticeni had its own classical orchestra, was home to
world caliber writers, artists, and sculptors and by all
accounts, she was exposed to a sophisticated cultural
life.

Falticeni was 20 km from the town our Dad was born
in, Suceava, and where their children were born.

But that small distance of 20 km meant Falticeni was
in what was considered Romania proper and a different
province from the town our Dad lived in.

That was enough to prevent Betty’s family from

being deported to slave labour-detention camps, and
killing fields, run by the Romanians, where a few
hundred thousand Jews, including our Dad’s family,
were deported to during WWII, in an area bordering
then-Romania’s east boundary, called Transnistria.

During the war years, the mayor of Falticeni was
General Neculce. For some reason which we don’t
know, that general hired our Mom’s brother Lica, who
was then 18, to be his driver, even though all Jews had
been thrown out of the Romanian army.

This general had two nephews, whom he had sent to
Hitler youth camps in Germany during the summer,
and then, when they returned, during the war years, he
had them come to Betty’s house, every Shabbat with
food and wine, still wearing their SS uniforms.

That relationship saved our Mom’s family during the
war, and after the war, when Romania held trials of its
Nazi collaborators, our Mom’s brother Lica gave evi-
dence at the general’s trial, which helped save his life
and that of his two nephews.

In the spring of 1944, our Dad and his family were
able to leave the camps in Transnistria, and made their
way back to Suceava, where they had lived before the
war. Whatever they had owned before the war was of
course gone or taken from them.

Our Dad had met our Mom’s brother, Eli, while the
Calmanovici family was briefly in Suceava, and it was
Eli who introduced our parents to each other. Betty
Calmanovici and Jacob Leinburd were married on Jan.
25, 1945, in Falticeni and were married for 42 years,
until Jacob passed away in 1987.

About one year after their marriage, on April 20,
1946, their first child, Paul, arrived.

After the war, many family members fled Romania
and moved wherever they could. For most, that meant
going to Israel first, and later, to Canada.

Betty and Jacob settled in Suceava and managed to
have a life under what became a communist dictatorial
regime. In 1994, we visited Romania with our Mom,
including Suceava, and were able to see what had been
our home, our synagogue, and our neighbourhood. Mom
pointed out the houses where our relatives and family
friends all lived, in adjacent streets. Visiting Falticeni on
that same trip, our Mom’s home and neighborhood no
longer existed, having been redeveloped.

Times were tough after the war. Everything was
scarce. The memory of what they had just survived
lingered. It was not until ten years after the birth of a
first child that our Mom felt comfortable to want
another child, and so it was that on October 16, 1956,
their second son, Sorèl, was born.

In January 1959, after a 9-year-wait, our parents
were given permission and a month’s notice to leave
Romania.

Our Mom and Dad went to Bucharest, and stayed
with our Mom’s best friend from kindergarten for a
couple of days before taking a train to Athens. We
found out not long ago from the son of our Mom’s best
friend, that he remembered his father and our Dad at
that specific time; our Dad was afraid of trying to take
US$3,000 with him since Jews were not allowed to
take anything when leaving Romania, let alone foreign
currency. They were checked thoroughly, and if they
were caught, they would either not be allowed to leave
or would be thrown in jail. So he gave the money to our
friend’s father.

Our friend’s father was just as terrified and didn’t
want to accept it. So both fathers went to the bathroom,
shredded the money and flushed it down the toilet.

That was a snapshot of the world Betty came from.
Our parents, thankfully, made it out of crazy Roma-

nia in 1959 with a couple of suitcases, some dishes,
photographs, two kids, and went to Israel, settling for
a few months in Kiryat-Gat and then in Hadera.

Life in Israel at that time was very spartan, hot, and
hard. Betty and Jacob had many close friends living
there, but their parents and some other relatives had
already made their way to Canada, and we followed
eight months after arriving in Israel.

In October 1959, they came to Canada, not knowing
a word of English, with nothing except two children
full of attitude.

Like so many immigrants before them, our parents
settled in Winnipeg’s North End. Betty and Jacob got
jobs in the garment factories. Betty wasn’t cut out for
working in factories, and she did whatever she could to
earn a living, working as a babysitter, then working
evening shifts as a nurse’s aide at the Winnipeg Gen-
eral Hospital.

Our parents struggled along, living on a sort of
immigrants’ row on Lansdowne Avenue, between Main
Street and McGregor Street, where many other post-
war migrants from the Ukraine, Poland, and Germany
lived.

Eventually, around 1966 or 1967, our Dad found a
business partner, Don Levine, also a Holocaust survi-
vor, and together, they opened up their wholesale and
retail textile business in the Market Square area of
Winnipeg, called JD Textile.

And so, seven or eight years after arriving in Canada,
our parents then moved from North-End Lansdowne to
suburban West Kildonan where the city then ended,
having bought a bungalow for $18,000 on Forrest
Avenue, and Betty no longer had to work as a nurse’s
aide. She became a home-maker, and the subsistence
living of our parents eased off and they then took their
place in the lower middle class of this great country.

Betty really loved to cook and even more, to bake.
Her cooking was a blend of the rustic culinary

flavours of her home country, melding the foods and
influences of Romania with the Balkans and Turkey,
and above it all, Jewish interpretations of it.

But her baking was heavily influenced by the hango-
vers of Vienna and the Austro-Hungarian empire which
ruled the area before WWI.

It was Jewish Ashkenazi soul food at its most fla-
vourful.

Weekday dinners generally were never less than a 3-
course meal, with salad, soup, and a main entrée.

And Friday night dinners were typically open to any
family or friends visiting; it was generally a feast
consisting of salad, soup, at least one or two vegetable
dishes often including ghiveci (a Romanian version of
ratatouille), chicken, beef, fish or all three, and of
course, dessert…a baked shmeten torte or cake, or
both.

It brought total joy to her heart to see our friends
gorging on her baking. That was Betty Leinburd.

When her daughter-in-law Judy, first came to Win-
nipeg to visit, Betty introduced her to gefilte fish. Judy
loved it. So for years after, even when a flight landed at
11:30 at night into Winnipeg, Betty would have a meal
with gefilte fish waiting for Judy at her home.

Unlike her baking, Betty was not all sweetness and
sunshine.

She was demanding, opinionated, tough to satisfy,
and more than a match for handling two sons who
threw everything they had at her. She gave as good as
she got.

One measure of life is not the years that you live, but
the life lived in those years.

Like many of her generation, Betty really didn’t look
back, only ahead. And she really tried to enjoy life fully.
After what she and her husband had been through, they
never wallowed in what once was, or could have
been…they were very much rooted in the here and now.

Betty was an adventurous spirit, very social, and
gregarious, with a zest for living and always game for
a party, for a night of rummikub or kuluki with friends,
for a movie, for dancing, for theatre, the symphony,
opera, ballet, live music, and travelling. She did not say
no to anything.

When it came to dancing however, the tango was her
favorite, to dance and to listen to.

Rummikub was the vehicle for getting together with
friends, and enjoying the evening of good company
and fine food (did we say she liked dessert).

Hawaii was a big favourite of hers; later after her
husband passed away, Florida was a destination be-
cause her brother Lica was there along with many other
Romanian friends and some relatives who had settled
on the east coast. She returned to Israel a few times.
Later in her 80s, she went to Portugal and Spain.

In 1989, she visited Hong Kong for 17 days where her
son was then living. She took to the city with gusto and
shopped the stores and markets with a veteran’s savvy.
While she didn’t wield chopsticks, she was totally game
Continued on next page.
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for all of the local food and tried as many varieties of
Chinese cuisine as was offered to her and thoroughly
enjoyed the Cantonese, Swatow, Chiu Chou, Szechuan,
Shanghainese, Northern, and Hunanese cuisines, along
with Indian, Thai, and French. She took in classical
Indian Kathakali dance, Israeli world music, and
jazz…she was all over it, and that was Betty Leinburd.

Betty walked every day for at least an hour from the
time she was around 50. Weather didn’t deter her, nor
did the temperature, and even when visiting other
cities, she needed a brisk daily walk to keep her in a
good mood. She would put her head down and march
off with determination and speed and was not inter-
ested in slowing her pace for the times someone ac-
companied her. You had to keep up or she would leave
you behind.

When she was around 87, on a clear, sunny June day,
she went for a walk. Something happened, she slipped
and lost her footing on the sidewalk outside her home.
She fell, landed on her face, and while fortunately,
nothing was broken, looked like she had been in a bar
brawl with a shiner and some lacerations on her face.
When given a walking stick a couple of days later, to
help with her balance, she looked at it, and noted that
it “…was a cane…for old people, and I’m not using it.”

A few years later, Betty went for her daily walk
outside on a September day, slipped and fell and broke
her hip. By then, she had a caregiver with her during the
week and wasn’t supposed to walk on her own over the
weekends. But she did. And, of course she never, ever
used that walking stick.

Tough woman that she was, she still made it out of
surgery, and six weeks or so later, out of the hospital,
and beat the odds of mortality after that event.

After that, her inability to have that vigorous daily
walk, accelerated the onset of dementia. Yet when
playing rummikub, she still corrected other players in
their counting for most of the next 3 years, even though
her cognitive capacity diminished.

Upon meeting Ceci, the woman Paul was dating
several years ago, she immediately had to know the
date planned for the wedding, even though Paul and
Ceci had not yet discussed it. She knew right away that
it was only a matter of time and she was right.

Her cognition may have been going, her body was
not what it once was, but her appetite and her gusto
never diminished to her final days. She still loved going
out, even if it involved a wheelchair, having a glass of
wine, and being in the company of others, usually
being among the last to go home, whether from Paul
and Ceci’s wedding, or a Pesach seder.

Ironically, as Betty’s dementia progressed, this very
tough woman got sweeter. In her final couple of years,
she was, despite her dementia, in a positive emotional
state, generally content with each day’s events, and
never losing her voracious appetite.

After her passing, we received many phone calls
and emails from family and friends around the world,
all of them women, and each noting to us how inspi-
rational our Mom had been to them in different ways
over the years.

Betty is survived by her two sons, Paul (Ceci
Kaufman), Sorèl (Judy), four grandchildren, Lauren
(Jeremy Levy), Cole (Kira Hayman), Jacob, and Noah,
her brother in law, Joe Leinburd (Clareta), and sister in
law, Liza Calman. She was predeceased by her hus-
band Jacob, her parents, Calman and Gitel, and her
brothers Eli (Evuca) and Lica (Liza). It was a long
journey from the other side of the world to Winnipeg
and Betty made the most of almost every day. It was a
very full life. She is and will be greatly missed by many
other family members and friends in Canada, the
United States, and Israel.

JULIUS ‘JAKE’ KARLINSKY
1924-2018

Peacefully on April 13 at
age 93 in Toronto, formerly
of Winnipeg. Beloved hus-
band of the late Sharna for
60 years, loving father to
Janice Karlinsky (Jon
Ennis), Audrey Karlinsky
(Richard Anderson),
Cheryl Karlinsky (Alan
Levy). Dear brother and

brother-in-law of Leah and Tzvi Trefler, Minnie and
the late Willy Karlinsky, the late Chaim and Eva
Karlinsky, and Raizy Bercu of L.A. Devoted Zaida of
Joshua, Miriam and Naomi Ennis, Rachel and Kyle
Harris, and Valerie Anderson. Great Zaida to Benjamin
Harris. Heartfelt thanks to his longtime devoted
caregiver Bibi Bacchus and staff at the Wellesley
Central Nursing Home in Toronto.

Born in Winnipeg, he attended St. John’s Tec and
graduated from the U of M Faculty of Engineering
1946. After working in Toronto, he returned to Winni-
peg, and partnered with Dave Kowall to found Super-
lite. He enjoyed seeing it grow for 25 years until he
retired. He enjoyed golfing, bridge, and fixing/build-
ing everything, but most of all, he loved summers at the
cottage in Winnipeg Beach where he bbq’d his famous
ribs. Family and especially his grandchildren were his
greatest source of pride and joy.

Jake will be remembered as a humble and generous
man of great integrity with a wry sense of humour, who
always put others first and was always ready to lend a
hand. He was one of a kind and will be missed terribly.

Funeral services were held on April 15 at Benjamin’s
Park Memorial Chapel in Toronto. Interment was at the
Pardes Shalom Cemetery.

Donations may be made to the charity of choice.

JOSEPH ADLER
After a brief illness, It is

with great sadness that we
announce the passing of Joe
Adler, on Sunday April 15th

2018 at the age of 87. Fu-
neral services took place at
the Hebrew Sick Cemetery
on April 17th. Joe will be
lovingly remembered by
his only son Morton, by his
“honourary daughter”
Linda Norton, who he met
later in life and loved her
so much and referred to her
as his daughter, and many
nieces and nephews. He

was predeceased by his first wife Rosetta (Dashevsky)
of 25 years, and Anita (Leibl) of 25 years. He lost his
parents, Mendel and Shindel (Tessler), and his five
siblings, Rivka, Bayla, Rissel, Jacob, and Doba in the
Holocaust.

Joe was born on May 4 1930 in Czechoslovakia and
survived the Holocaust. After liberation he came to
Canada (Regina) in 1948 and eventually moved to
Winnipeg in 1950 to start a new life and raise a family.
His son Morton was the center of his universe. Family
meant everything to him. He was the best father any
child could possibly have.

Joe loved to travel and went on many trips with his
family over the years, but his favorite was Hawaii,
where he went many times and enjoyed the hot sun and
great times. He was a tailor by trade, and worked for a
few places before he opened up a dry cleaning busi-
ness, Rainbow Cleaners with his best friend, another
Holocaust survivor in the late 1950s. After that, he
worked for Rice Sportswear as a shipper until his
retirement in 1990.

Joe was blessed with great health his whole life until
weeks before his passing. He loved playing cards,
especially bridge, and was active at the Gwen Secter
Centre and later in life he attended day programs at
Riverview and Lions Place and met many wonderful
people.

The family would like to thank the wonderful and
caring staff at the St. Boniface Hospital B5 Ward for
their great care during Joe’s very short stay there. We
would also like to thank the incredible home care staff
at WRHA, especially Robin, Elizabeth & Cora for their
ongoing patience, caring, and love, who assisted Joe
for his last few years.

Donations can be made to the charity of your choice.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

MAY  9 In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
BROWN

who passed away
June 1, 1970

26 Days in Iyar, 5730
— Sadly missed and always
will be remembered by your
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PAUL FOX
who passed away

May 27, 1979
1 Day in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter,
grandchildren, and great-
granddaughters.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY GOOT
who passed away

May 27, 1954
24 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered by Fran,
Bev and families.

In loving memory of

TILLIE GOREN
who passed away

May 24, 2014
24 days in Iyar

— Forever remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, siblings,
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam

SARAH “SUKIE” PITCH
Sukie Pitch in Winnipeg, Saturday April 28, 2018,

age 99, peacefully surrounded by her loving family.
Beloved wife of the late William S. Pitch. Saddened by
this loss are children Harvin (Rachel), and Marcia
(Jon); grandchildren Leah (Ron), Sam (Kana), Katy
(Eric), Rex, Ida (Mike) and Billie; 7 great-grandchil-
dren, and niece Fraya (Paul) and family.

Sukie was a vibrant, enthusiastic woman who in-
spired her children and grandchildren with her zest for
life. Even in her last years at the Shaftesbury Retire-
ment Home in Winnipeg she stood out as an exemplary
model of optimism, good humour, and elegance.

Special thanks to Jeanette, Esther and her compas-
sionate team of caregivers, as well as staff at the
Shaftesbury and Grace Hospital.

Memorial donations may be made to the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, www.jewishfoundation.org.
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In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENICHA
(MINNIE)

BERENHAUT
who passed away

May 31, 1989
26 Days in Iyar

In loving memory of our
beloved Mom & Baba.

Mom, your warmth, wisdom,
guidance and love for your
family lives on. You were an
inspiration to us all and words
cannot describe how much we
miss you.

Memories stay as near and dear
as yesterday.
You will always be loved and
cherished.

Forever in our hearts your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROWENA
GREENBERG

who passed away
May 23, 2009

29th day of Iyar
— Always remembered,
forever  loved, and sadly
missed by your husband,
children, and grandchildren

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

NAOMI AVIVAH
KATZ

who passed away
May 19, 2004

28 Days in Iyar
— Ever remembered by her
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ROBERT
LENOFF

who passed away
May 20, 2017

24 days in Iyar
– Lovingly remembered and
forever in our hearts.
Children,  grandchildren and
great-granddaughters.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
loving sister

ANNE (PELTZ)
MOYLE

who passed away
May 26, 1973

24 Days in Iyar 5733
A day to remember, sad to recall
Without farewell, you left us all
Till memory fades and life
departs
You will live forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered and
missed by sisters, brothers-in-
law, aunts, uncles and other
relatives.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

VERA
OMNITSKY

who passed away
May 14, 2010
1 day in Sivan

— Ever loved and remembered
by her family.

In Memoriam

ROSE LEVINE
who passed away

May 25, 2009
— Forever loved and sadly missed by their children,  grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

PINCHAS LEVINE
who passed away

April 26, 2014

In loving memory of

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In ever-loving memory of
our Beloved Son, Brother, Uncle, Cousin and Friend

Who passed away
May 17th, 2012 at the age of 42

26 Iyar 5772
David, Not a day goes by that we don’t think of You,
The phenomenal person who you were and the lessons you taught
are immeasurable.
Your memory lives strong within us and everyone whose lives you
touched.
We feel your spirit within and know you watch over us and help
guide us daily.
We hear echoes of you every day, your laugh, your warmth, your
generosity, your brilliant sense of humour.
David, We love You to the moon and back, We miss You, You will
always be a part of all our lives.
—  Your Mom Gloria and Dad Jerry, sister Susan, brother Dan
(Melanie) and your precious nieces and nephews, Darrel, Taylor,
Ezri, Leila and Oscar David.

Please consider donating: In memory of David we have established
a Memorial Education Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Man. in
support of research into Signet Ring Cell Cancer.

www.jewishfoundation.org         204-477-7525

DAVID MICHAEL
HARTLEY MOSCOVITCH

In Memoriam

MANUEL
SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 16, 2011

Iyar 12

In loving memory of our beloved parents and grandparents

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

LILLIAN
SILVERMAN

who passed away
May 17, 2014

Iyar 17

In loving memory of

LYNN
ROSENFIELD

who passed away
May 17, 1985

26 Days in Iyar
Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.
"Forever in our hearts"

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by their family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHMUEL-ZVI TESSLER

who passed away
May 14, 1961

28 Days in Iyar

who passed away erev Shavuot,
June 3, 1970

7 Days in Sivan

SARAH (SONYA) TESSLER

In Memoriam
46th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MYER (MOE)
SUCHAROV

who passed away
May 14, 1972

1st Day of Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

FREDA THAU
who passed away

May 28, 1995
28 Days in Iyar

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters-in-law and family.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ROSE WILDER
who passed away

May 14, 1996
25 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
MAY  16

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SOPHIE (SHIFFIE)
LAZARECK WOLK

who passed away
May 29, 1992

27 Days in Iyar
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SHIRLEY
CRAMER

ZABENSKIE
who passed away

May 18, 2012
26 days in Iyar

— Always remembered and
terribly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

SYDNEY
BERCOVICH

who passed away
June 12, 2016
6 days in Sivan

In our minds a constant thought
In our hearts a silent  sorrow
— Your loving family.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY
GURVEY
who passed away

June 12, 2005
5 Days in Sivan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Evelyn,
children and grandchildren.

13th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RITA HOCH
who passed away

June 6, 2014
8 days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children and grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
LILY

KEMEL-KOZAK
who passed away

May 29, 2001
7 days in Sivan

In mind, a constant thought,
In heart, a silent sorrow.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

ALEXANDER
HARRY

NEWHOUSE
who passed away

June 5, 1984
5 Days in Sivan

ANNIE
NEWHOUSE
who passed away
February 8, 1987
9 Days in Shevat

In loving memory of

—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children, family
and friends.

In loving memory of
BENJAMIN
PIERCE

who passed away
June 7, 1965

7 Days in Sivan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

STEVEN
POLLOCK
who passed away

May 22, 2010
Steven
We weren’t ready to say
goodbye.
And the hole you left in our
hearts gets deeper every day.
The loss we feel will never go
away.
You’re somewhere over the
rainbow where skies are blue
We miss you so much.
— Love your mother Phyllis,
Gary and Laura, Randi,
Robby, Karen, your
wonderful daughter Lauren,
and so many special friends.

In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLAIRE RISSIN
who passed away

May 16, 1994
6 Days in Sivan, 5754

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and family.

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of my dear
wife, mother, grandmother

and friend to so many

KAREN WISE
who passed away

June 6, 2011
5 days in Sivan

— You will never be forgotten
and you will be in our hearts
forever.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SADIE
WOLFSON
who passed away

May 15, 2010
3 days in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Mike, children, grand-
children and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SHLOMO (SAM)
YURMAN
who passed away

May 21, 2015
3rd day in Sivan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

1st day of Shavuot

In loving memory of
A True Mensch

SIDNEY
ZIPURSKY
who passed away

June 8th, 2011
6 days in Sivan 5771

No words can express what
it meant to lose you

And how much you are
dearly loved and
forever missed

By your loving wife,
children, grandchildren,

family and friends.

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY
BARSKY
who passed away

May 29, 2003
27 Days in Iyar

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALLEN
BILLINGHURST

who passed away
June 3, 2008

29 Days in Iyar

Deep bonds of love
are indissoluble

— Always in our thoughts
forever  in our hearts .
Your wife Cookie, Marla and
Steven, Tracee and Aaron and
grandchildren Teddy, Carson,
Sutton, Stafford, and his
namesake Alann.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARTHUR
KUSHNER
who passed away

May 16, 2004
26 Days in Iyar, 5764

– Lovingly remembered and
deeply missed by all of us who
are left and who were fortunate
to have shared his time on earth
as a part of our lives.
“Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us every day.”
— Your wife Ethel and chosen
family Brian, Lil, Melanie, and
Samatha Brooker.
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Israel newsIn Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ZEN DAITER
who passed away

May 27, 2012
6 days in Sivan

— Remembered always with a
deep and ever-present love by
Your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MIKE SILVER
who passed away

June 10, 2005
3 Days in Sivan

—Always remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

(JNS) Palestinian
Authority leader
Mahmoud Abbas
shocked The New York
Times with his latest
speech. After years of
apologizing and ratio-
nalizing Abbas’s
behavior, the paper’s

editorial column had enough of the 82-year-old
currently serving the 14th year of the four-year
term to which he was elected back in 2005.
They called for his ouster and expressed the
desire that his “vile words” should “be his last
as Palestinian leader.” 

It’s hard to disagree with that sentiment.
Abbas didn’t just make it clear that he viewed
Israel as an illegitimate nation, but denied the
validity of the ties between the Jewish people
and their ancient homeland. He also engaged in
Holocaust denial and blamed Nazi persecution
on the behavior of Adolf Hitler’s victims, a clas-
sic trope of anti-Semitism. 

The Times is right that Abbas is an obstacle to
peace, and that the Palestinians need new lead-
ers. But as bad as he is, replacing him isn’t the
real problem for the Palestinians or the quest for
Mideast peace. As we should have learned the
last time there was a change in leadership at the
P.A., the problem goes much deeper than per-
sonnel.

When Abbas’s predecessor, Yasser Arafat,
died in 2005, there were similar hopes about the
ascension of a new Palestinian leader. The
administration of President George W. Bush
had, to its credit, cut off relations with Arafat
and the P.A. after it responded to Israeli peace
offers with a terrorist war of attrition called the
Second Intifada, which resulted in the murder of
more than 1,000 Israeli lives and many more
Palestinian casualties.

Bush thought Arafat’s demise offered a real
opportunity for peace, and he embraced Abbas.
For the first time, the United States explicitly
recognized the right of Palestinian Arabs to
statehood. However, the only real difference
between Abbas and Arafat was in their choice of
apparel. Though Abbas wore a suit instead of
army fatigues, he was just as reluctant to make
peace, even if that meant rejecting an indepen-
dent Palestinian state in almost all of the West
Bank, Gaza and a share of Jerusalem. He con-
tinued Arafat’s policies of fomenting hate on
official Palestinian media and in its schools. As
even the Times admitted, Abbas had a long his-
tory of Holocaust denial and anti-Semitism. He
followed the same deceptive practice of speak-
ing one way about peace when addressing
Westerners and Israelis, while speaking very
differently when talking to Arab and Muslim
audiences.

Just as important, Abbas was every bit as cor-
rupt as Arafat and ran the P.A. like the mafia,
rather than a government. Billions in foreign aid
flowed to his family and Fatah Party cronies,
setting back efforts to create economic develop-
ment in the territories.

Just as the administration of former President
Bill Clinton failed to hold Arafat accountable
for flouting the Oslo Accords, Bush and former
President Barack Obama gave Abbas—whom
they falsely lauded as a moderate and a champi-
on for peace—the same kid-gloves treatment.
Abbas torpedoed the negotiations championed
by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry in 2014
by making an end run around the talks in going
to the United Nations and by choosing to try to
make peace with Hamas, rather than Israel. Yet
the Obama administration preferred to blame its
usual punching bag—Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu—rather than the
Palestinians. Even now, after rejecting his anti-
Semitism, the Times plays the same game, blam-
ing Abbas’s shortcomings largely on Israel.

However, the problem is that getting rid of
Abbas will solve nothing. Any possible succes-
sor would be just as bad, if not worse, due to the
political culture that locks all Palestinians—
both within the Fatah Party or Hamas—into a
position that makes peace impossible.

Anyone possible successor will be a slave to
the same mindset that prevented Abbas from
ever embracing peace. As long as Palestinians
are more worried about suing Britain for the
Balfour Declaration than building up their own
institutions, and regard Tel Aviv as much an ille-
gal settlement as the most remote West Bank
hilltop caravan, Israelis know that the 100-year-
old war on Zionism won’t be over.

Any new P.A. leader will also be primarily
interested in competing with Hamas for
Palestinian support. That’s why they’ll continue
to call for the “right of return” for descendants
of the 1948 Arab refugees—the focal point of
the weekly demonstrations orchestrated by
Hamas on the border between Israel and Gaza—
which is tantamount to calling for Israel’s
destruction.

If Abbas were to be succeeded by someone
like Salaam Fayyad, the American-educated
technocrat, there might be some hope. But the
career of Fayyad, who is the darling of
American columnists like the Times’s Thomas
Friedman, illustrated why any hope for
Palestinian reform remains futile. His term as
P.A. prime minister from 2007-13 began with
great hope, but ended by proving that anyone
primarily interested in the economy, state-build-
ing and good governance, as opposed to terror
and violence, has no future in Palestinian poli-
tics.

Throughout his tenure, Fayyad was a man
without a party or a constituency among his own
people. Sadly, they continue to prefer men of
violence—like Marwan Barghouti, currently
serving five life sentences in an Israeli jail for
murdering civilians during the Second
Intifada—to those whose purpose is their better-
ment.

When the Palestinians choose a leader dedi-
cated to peace and not conflict, only then will
peace be possible. But that won’t happen if
Palestinian politics are conducted in an atmos-
phere in which its participants only acquire
credibility by engaging in violent rhetoric and
rejectionism, if not actual violence, and by fuel-
ing fantasies about erasing the last 70 years of
history.

As was the case with the departure of a blood-
soaked terrorist like Arafat, it will be good to see
the last of a hatemonger like Abbas. But until it
becomes possible for someone who truly wants
peace to ascend to Palestinian leadership, it
won’t really matter much which Fatah or Hamas
operative leads the P.A.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS —
Jewish News Syndicate. Follow him on Twitter
at: @jonathans_tobin.

Abbas isn’t the real problem
Just like when Arafat died, finding a new Palestinian Authority leader isn’t the issue. It’s a sea
change in their political culture that’s needed for peace to become possible. (With apologies to
Independent Jewish Voices and the Mennonite Central Committee)

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Youth charged with making bomb
threats in 2017 still at it – from prison

(JTA) – Threats received by the Israel Police
against schools in Tel Aviv and Kfar Saba on
Sunday were traced to Michael Kadar, Israeli news
channels reported. Kadar, 19, of Ashkelon, is being
held in Nitzan Prison in Ramle pending his trial.
His name is barred from publication in Israel.

In a hearing Monday in Magistrates’ Court in
Rishon Lezion on the new charges, police said there
have been more than 100 such threats to several
schools recently that originated from the prison,
and that police searches of the schools did not turn
up any bombs.

Kadar was charged in Israel in April 2017 with
thousands of counts on offenses that include pub-
lishing false information, causing panic, computer
hacking and money laundering. He had been arrest-
ed in Israel the previous month in a joint operation
with the FBI.

Early last month, Kadar was indicted by the U.S.
Justice Department for federal hate crimes. The
hoax threats to the JCCs and other Jewish institu-
tions in the first three months of 2017 forced wide-
spread evacuations and raised fears of a resurgence
in anti-Semitism.

Kadar, who holds dual U.S.-Israeli citizenship,
also was indicted by grand juries in Florida,
Georgia and the District of Columbia, according to
the Justice Department statement.

Kadar’s parents and lawyer have not disputed his
involvement in the bomb threats but asserted in his
defense that he has a brain tumor and a low IQ.

Argentina’s national soccer team will play
in Israel despite BDS pressure

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (JTA) – Two-time
soccer world champion Argentina will travel to
Israel to play a friendly between the two national
teams despite pressure from BDS activists.

The Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment against Israel has launched a campaign to stop
the June 9 match, including sending letters to
Argentine sports figures.

The letter from the Argentinean Committee of
Solidarity with Palestine to the Argentinean
National Secretary of Sports and the Argentine
Football Association says that canceling the match
“would represent the solidarity values of the
Argentine people towards other people’s victims of
oppression, apartheid and genocide.”

The boycott campaign is using the motto
“Argentina don’t go” to Israel, or
#ArgentinaNoVayas.

On Sunday, the main sport national television
channel, TyCSports, announced that it would
broadcast the match live. The Israeli event organiz-
er, Cometc, also published details of the match on
its website.

MAHMOUD ABBAS



They were so successful they didn’t stop until
they had taken 78% of the land.”

Rebuttal: Rev. Ateek did not note that the
vast portion of the 1947 UN partition of

Palestine which was given to Israel was made up of desert; therefore, it is high-
ly misleading to refer only to geographic area when it comes to discussing
whether the partition was fair or not. As for Rev. Ateek’s contention that the
Zionists “immediately started pushing the Palestinians out”, he conveniently
ignores the history of the 1948 war between Israel and seven Arab countries
which sent forces to the area. There were various stages in the fighting and early
on Israel’s very survival was at stake. It is true that many Palestinians were
forced to leave their homes though. It is also true that many Jews were forced to
leave their homes in Arab countries following the creation of the State of Israel.
Does one wrong cancel out another? Hardly. But wouldn’t it be something if we
were ever to hear a pro-Palestinian speaker acknowledge the injustices that were
perpetrated on hundreds of thousands of Jews living in Arab lands, as well as
the injustices perpetrated on Palestinians?

Speaking of his own personal history, Rev. Ateek said, “When the United
States, the United Nations plan to partition Palestine took place, that’s when the
Zionists militias came to my home town, Bisan,” which had a population around
6,000. , and expelled them.

Rebuttal: According to the website “History of Palestine”, Bisan had a popu-
lation of 1941 in 1922, which means that the population tripled in size in 26
years. Again, as noted earlier, the question whether a significant number of
Palestinians had recently immigrated to the area from adjoining lands is prob-
lematic. Thus, while one can maintain some sympathy for the inhabitants of
Bisan, it would seem that the majority of Bisan’s inhabitants in 1947 had moved
there some time in the preceding 30 years. Further, as Rev. Ateek noted, he and
his family were only forced to move to Nazareth, just 10 kilometres away.

Rev. Ateek said: “In 1967 the government of Israel, the Israeli army, occupied
the remaining part of Palestine.”

Rebuttal: Rev. Ateek did not mention the Six-Day War as the reason for
Israel’s having occupied the remaining part of Palestine. Israel had, in fact,
warned King Hussein of Jordan not to enter into the war. Had Hussein remained
on the sidelines Israel would never have taken over the West Bank. Even as the
war was being waged, Israel’s Defense Minister, Moshe Dayan had no intention
of taking the West Bank. Here is how one historian describes what happened:
“First, the Israeli government had no intention of capturing the West Bank. On
the contrary, it was opposed to it. Second, there was not any provocation on the
part of the IDF. Third, the rein was only loosened when a real threat to
Jerusalem’s security emerged. This is truly how things happened on June 5,
although it is difficult to believe. The end result was something that no one had
planned.” (The Iron Wall: Israel and the Arab World, by Avi Shlaim)

At one point in his presentation, Rev. Ateek showed a number of quotes on a
screen in successive order. Some were highly contentious, including: 

“According to Halakha, the killing by a Jew of a non-Jew under any circum-
stances is not regarded as murder.” 

(Ateek didn’t give a reference for this quote. We did some research to see
whether there was any basis to that quote. We came up with the following obser-
vation from The Committee on Jewish Law and Standards of the Rabbinical
Assembly, 2016: “Unfortunately in Israel an extremely serious situation has
arisen in recent times because of the publication of radical books such as Baruch
HaGever and Torat HaMelekh, 2 books lauded by a small number of well-
known extremist rabbis in which non-Jews are depicted as being of a lesser
species than Jews and in which slaying Arabs, including young children, is
deemed permissible and even commanded. The so-called Halakhic positions of
these rabbis have influenced fanatical groups of extremists and have led to acts
of destruction, injury and death.”

To refer to parts of books that were written by ultra-extremists without defin-
ing the source was a deliberate attempt to mislead audience members into think-
ing that Jews condone murder. (In fact, Rev. Ateek’s use of that particular quote
led B’nai Brith Canada to describe him as an antisemite in a press release titled
“Canadian Charity Promotes Antisemitic Book Tour”.)

Finally, this quote was projected on the screen: “Non-Jews who are permitted
to reside in the land of Israel must accept to pay a tax and suffer the humiliation
of servitude.” (Again – no explanation from Rev. Ateek as to where this quote
came from nor why he was showing it to the audience.)

One might expect though that anyone seeing the two quotes just cited would
be angered over such discriminatory attitudes on the part of Jews.

Later in his slide presentation, Rev. Ateek had the following statements pro-
jected on the screen:

What does Israel want?
1 One sovereign Israeli state over the whole land.
Main Obstacles to Peace
1. The U. S. has used its veto over 43 times to protect Israel from being con-

demned and censured by the UN Security Council for its violations of interna-
tional law

2. The U.S. Congress in both houses and in both parties gives blind support
to Israel

3. The pro-Israel lobby is powerful in using intimidation and financial
resources to affect change for Israel’s benefit

4. American Christian Zionists & neo-cons give blind support to Israel
Following his prepared remarks, Rev. Ateek responded to questions from the

audience; however, audience members had been told beforehand that they
would have to write questions down on index cards which had been given to

everyone prior to Rev. Ateek’s presentation. Later, I asked the person reading the
questions to Rev. Ateek, Esther Epp-Tiessen, whether she screened the ques-
tions carefully to avoid posing any that might have been embarrassing for Rev.
Ateek to answer.

For instance, my question had asked Rev. Ateek whether he still stood by a
remark he had made several years ago in which he said: “Jesus is on the cross
again with thousands of crucified Palestinians around him…The Israeli govern-
ment crucifixion system is operating daily.” Ms. Epp-Tiessen simply said there
wasn’t enough time to pose all the questions that had been given to her to ask.

I was also told by Ran Ukashi, B’nai Brith Canada Midwest representative,
that his question was not asked as well.

During the question and answer session though Rev. Ateek spent a consider-
able amount of time referring to Resolution 194 of the United Nations General
Assembly, passed in December 1948. That resolution does say that “refugees
wishing to return to their homes and live at peace with their neighbours should
be permitted to do so at the earliest practicable date, and that compensation
should be paid for the property of those choosing not to return and for loss of or
damage to property which, under principles of international law or equity,
should be made good by the Governments or authorities responsible.”

What Rev. Ateek did not explain, however, is that, since “General Assembly
resolutions are not binding, and only serve as advisory statements, there can be
no obligation or enforcement of Resolution 194.” Further, he did not mention
that there were other aspects to Resolution 194, including a call to designate
Jerusalem an international city, which led the six Arab countries that were mem-
bers of the UN at that time, to vote against the resolution as well. 

Rev. Ateek said that Israel was told that, “in order for you to become a mem-
ber of the United Nations you have to get the refugees back.” In fact, a careful
reading of history would suggest that there was no such condition imposed upon
Israel. Further, Israel’s representative to the UN at the time that Resolution 194
was passed (Abba Eban) delivered a statement to the General Assembly, which
stated, in part that “The Government of Israel believed that a solution of the
(refugee) problem was inseparably linked with a solution of the outstanding
issues between it and the Arab States and that no satisfactory solution was pos-
sible except by the restoration of peace in the Middle East. A solution could be
found only within a final settlement creating conditions of co-operation between
Israel and its neighbours”.

The ongoing conflict between Israelis and Palestinians does not appear to
have any likelihood of being resolved any time soon. Yet, as someone who does
have a great deal of sympathy for Palestinians, I find it difficult to accept the
notion, as Rev. Ateek would have us believe, that only one side is at fault in the
conflict. By quoting from his remarks directly – and offering possible rebuttals
to his claims, I have been attempting to offer a balance of perspectives on what
has become an intractable situation.

Again, I challenge the Mennonite Central Committee and Canadian
Mennonite University to hold a forum which would at least attempt to offer a
more balanced presentation of the issues revolving around the Israel- Palestine
conflict. But, if the agenda of those two groups is to do nothing more than demo-
nize Israel, then one would hardly expect those two groups to aim for fairness.

Naim Ateek
Continued from page 7.
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I’m not Joshing you - this Rosen may one day become a NFL quarterback 

Remember the good old days when we
played pick-up football at the park or
school grounds and we would often take

turns being quarterback because, after all, isn’t
that position the one most glamorous? 

Besides, we all wanted to be in charge and run
the offence. The kid who brought the football
often had that razor-thin edge of being the signal
caller a few extra times or he’d threaten to take his

pigskin and head for home. 
Well, if you’re a fan of the National Football League, you no doubt fol-

lowed the annual April ritual of drafting the most sought-after talent avail-
able; especially those college all-stars who were potentially capable of
turning around a sad-sack outfit that more often than not rarely got to enjoy
the playoffs.....except on TV. 

Frequently, too many teams suffer from quarterback desperation. And
that is why they are often tempted to move up in the draft by creating a
package that might include the head coach’s first born son. 

That, by the way, won’t be the Cleveland Browns - who own the first
selection overall  as a result of the team somehow managing to accomplish
the rare feat of posting a record of 0-16 in 2017. No, their signal caller was-
n’t that aforementioned kid who threatened to take the ball home if he did-
n’t get his way. 

Player selections in most major sports - as most of you already know -
are always preceded by mock drafts, which are extremely popular. They
have a tendency to whet the appetites of sports-hungry fans plus, more
often than not, they produce excellent television and radio ratings, which
cause networks to salivate. 

I have always found the term “mock drafts” to be somewhat amusing.
The dictionary defines the expression thusly: “to treat with contempt or
ridicule, delude, defy, to mimic in sport and burlesquing.

What I found most appealing about the draft this year was that there was
a very highly-ranked Jewish QB available from the University of
California Los Angeles, JOSH ROSEN, who was touted by more than a

few of the aforementioned sages/mavens to be the number one overall
selection. 

Well, dear reader,  the results are already in and, of the first ten choices,
four were QBs. Josh (6’4” and 220 lbs.) was selected tenth by the Arizona
Cardinals. He became the first Jewish first-round NFL pick since Harris
Barton, who was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in 1989.

A few other Jewish QBs of yesteryear in the NFL come to mind: Jay
Fiedler and Benny Friedman - both known for their intellects, Sage
Rosenfels, and Sid Luckman.

There are ample raves for Rosen but, by the same token, it follows that
he has his detractors, too. He arrived at UCLA with a reputation as one of
the most gifted pro-style quarterback recruits of the past decade and his
tape shows that the hype was ultimately warranted. 

The ball appears to explode out of his hand, he’s willing to hang in the
pocket, and has strong footwork. Josh consistently holds the ball high and
in position to throw and he’s accurate at all levels. UCLA’s offence fre-
quently required full-field reads and he put the team on his back multiple
times despite an underwhelming supporting cast. 

Every athlete has his or her strengths and weaknesses. To wit: Pressure
can throw Rosen off his game. He doesn’t have the mobility to threaten as
a runner and his arm strength and accuracy, when he gets forced off his
spot, requires him to throw on the move. 

Rosen is sometimes too confident in his arm, putting the ball in danger
more than he should. He’s not a threat with his legs - especially on scram-
bles. 

Josh is outspoken and has the reputation of being a person who marches
to a different drummer. In short, he’s his own man. That trait can be a major
turn-off to some old-school coaches. 

In summation, Rosen is a prototype for any team running a traditional
drop-back passing game. He is seen by more than a few as having a chance
to be a starter from Day 0ne if he lands in an environment that can handle
his personality. It’s believed he can become a true franchise passer. His
career college record is 17-13 in 30 games. 

Josh was born in Manhattan Beach, California and, at age 21 is only eight
years past his bar mitzvah. His mom is Liz Lippincott and his dad is
Charles Rosen. Josh’s siblings are Beatrice and Lydia Rosen. 

I researched why Josh was ultra displeased at being the number ten
draftee. Apparently he believes that he was undervalued; consequently, that
attitude will cost him. Rumours come and go, but still - he’d like to know
what’s going on. 

Follow this yarn, if you will. Josh sat for an interview for  an ESPN The
Magazine cover story and was immediately confronted with the flaws that
will undo him as an NFL QB as a result of perceptions over which he has
no control. 

To wit: “You’re a cocky jerkish overly opinionated rich kid who’s too
smart and has too many outside interests for his own good” said ESPN
senior writer Sam Alipour. 

That characterization apparently stemmed from remarks made by
Rosen’s college coach,  Jim Mora, who claimed Josh would not be a good
fit in some NFL cities because of a lack of a blue-collar gritty attitude. 

And so it goes. Only time will tell. The exhibition season is not that far
off and my interest has already been perked. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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JOSH ROSEN - the first Jewish first-round NFL pick since Harris
Barton, who was drafted by the San Francisco 49ers in 1989

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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Comment

“The last thing my father told me was ‘Tell them you’re 18.’ I
was tall” (although young Pinchas was only 11). “He saved me
from following him into the gas chamber” (where his parents and
sister perished).

Gutter said that nothing makes him angrier now than
“Holocaust denial”, but he is also angry when he hears people say that “Jews went like sheep to the
slaughter”.

Gutter recalled that he actually had a bar mitzvah in one of the camps where he was held. “At mid-
night some of the men formed a minyan.” 

Afterward the rabbi (who gave him the bar mitzvah blessing) said to him: “You will continue to be a
good Jew and you will outlive Hitler.”

Speaking generally of the death camp experience, Gutter observed that “there were two choices in the
camp: between good and evil; but sometimes the choice was between evil and evil.”

He continued: “In the most wretched of circumstances people could find the impulse to cling to their
humanity.”

Following the war though, Gutter noted, “Survivors didn’t want to speak of their experiences; they
just wanted to rebuild their lives.

“After the Eichmann trial (held in 1961-62), everything changed,” according to Gutter. “People began
to focus on the horrors they had experienced. Even though many survivors rose to the top (in terms of
career achievement), many did not do well. Thousands of survivors – here in Canada included, as well
as Israel (and other countries) live their lives below the poverty line.”

In time, Gutter revealed to the audience, “all that was suppressed in me by my Holocaust experience
burst out of me. Without the support of my family – and others, I doubt I could have pulled through”.

Yet, seeing all the hatred in the world, “taken to its extreme”, along with pervasive anti-Semitism,
Gutter wondered: “What can possibly make a difference?”

His answer: “education”. “We are born with a good impulse,” Gutter suggested. 
“The Holocaust is not just a Jewish story, it is also a story for all humankind…I always finish my talks

to students by telling them that to tolerate is not enough; you have to accept every human being as if
that person is yourself.”

Pinchas Gutter
Continued from page 15.

Axis of evil crumbling?
By MYRON LOVE

There are rumblings going on in the world that may portend changes as
dramatic as the fall of Communism almost 30 years ago. And those changes
may greatly reduce any risk of nuclear proliferation and bring about an end
to at least one part of the terrorist axis.

Among the world’s most dangerous troublemakers in recent years have
been Iran and North Korea. In addition to being basically a huge prison
camp for its oppressed people, North Korea has been a near nuclear power
which has shared nuclear technology with Iran and Syria. It has also posed
a constant threat over the past 70 years of potential war with South Korea
and Japan.

Now, the media has given much coverage to the Korean situation.
Although many may be reluctant to give credit to Donald Trump, one has
to conclude that his threats of war against Kim Jong Un, North Korea’s
third generation dictator, and economic sanctions as well as threats of eco-
nomic sanctions against China, North Korea’s major backer, have played a
role in pushing North Korea to the negotiating table – something no former
American president has been able to accomplish in the last 70 years.

While it is too early to determine if Kim Jong Un can be trusted, the
signs so far, the symbolic and even concrete steps that have been taken
bode well and create real hope that North Korea will give up its nuclear
weapons and ballistic missile programs and opt instead to improve the lives
of its people.

In Iran, too, there are events occurring that may be pointing soon to the
collapse of the world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism. It is without
exaggeration to describe Iran as one of the world’s most dangerous coun-
tries. Internally, Iran has one of the world’s highest per capita rates of exe-
cution.

Externally, Iran created and continues to fund Hezbollah, the Lebanese
Shiite terrorist group that poses a significant threat to the people of Israel,
virtually controls Lebanon and is one of the world’s major drug dealers. As
well, Iran and Hezbollah have joined in the murder of hundreds of thou-
sands Syrian along with Bashir Assad, the dictator of Syria.

Iran also plays a major role in Iraq and is behind the bloodshed in
Yemen.

Iran and Hezbollah pretty much control Venezuela which is, for the most
part, a narco criminal state where – over the past two years more than 3
million people have fled and many who have remained are facing starva-
tion. 

Than there is the nuclear bomb issue. The non-deal that former President
Obama negotiated with Iran guarantees nothing. The so-called deal was
never ratified either by the American Congress or Iran and is meaningless.

But, although you probably will not see this in the regular media, Iran
has major problems internally that will, hopefully soon, bring down the
dictatorship and bring a new day to the people of that oppressive regime.

Early in the year, the media did cover some anti-government demon-
strations – and those demonstrations are continuing – although there has
been little or no coverage of them. 

In a commentary by Michael Ledeen on a news website called PJ Media
on April 27, he writes that “we don’t get anything approaching a decent
picture of the national tumult – foreign journalists are forbidden to travel
outside Tehran – but I asked a well-informed Iranian if he could tell me
where the demonstrations were going on, and he said “it’s easier to tell you
where there aren’t any.”

The country is convulsed, he reports. Workers, who haven’t been paid in
months, have gone on strike at businesses and factories throughout the
country. Inflation is out of control. The Iranian Riyal stands at 42,000 to the
American dollar. Iranians resent the fact that their leaders have stolen bil-
lions of dollars and spent billions more waging war in Syria and elsewhere,
all the while ropping up Hezbollah while the Iranian people suffer.

Women, Ledeen adds, are rebelling against the mandatory dress code
that applies county wide - those hijabs that supposed feminists in the West
defend as a fashion choice. Schools and universities are under virtual mil-
itary occupation because the regime leaders know the students detest them.

Ledeen notes that the unrest has spread to the mosques. “When mosques
are not sparsely frequented,” he writes, “which is the rule, they have
become sites of anti-regime outbursts. Iranians correctly see that the mul-
lahs and ayatollahs have wrecked the country.”

In addition to being virtually bankrupt, Iran is on the verge of ecological
disaster. In a matter of months, Ledeen notes, many regions of the country
will run out of clean water.

Then there are the restless minority groups – Arab, Kurds, Baluchis and
others – who resent Iranian rule. 

There are all the ingredients for a major explosion. And unlike the situ-
ation with  Syria’s Assad, there will be no one to come to the aid of this
murderous regime. 

Ledeen quotes former President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, long regarded
as one of the meanest of the hardliners, as saying that the current regime
acts “in a way as if they’ll be around forever. They have no news of what’s
happening. There’s not ground below their feet. Events in Iran will soon
transform the whole world.”

“No event would be more beneficial to the world than the fall of the
Tehran regime and its replacement with a freely and legitimately elected
government,” Ledeen concludes. “It would likely spell the doom of Assad’s
Syrian tyranny, give some breathing space to those Iraqi leaders willing to
fight for independence rather than submit to Iranian demands, undermine
Hezbollah’s murderous domination of Lebanon and big chunks of Syria as
well as their expanding operations in Latin America, deprive the Russians
of a major source of cannon fodder for their Middle Eastern adventures,
provide Saudi Arabia’s new leaders with victory in Yemen, and diminish
radical Islamist terrorism throughout Africa.



Emily Kalo recently returned from the
World Individual Debating and Public
Speaking Championships in South
Africa where she finished 12th overall
among 130 high school students from
12 countries.

She can argue just about any point, but
when it comes to her passion for Chai,
there’s no debate. 

“I remember seeing Chai perform at
Folklorama and Yom Ha’atzmaut when
I was six,” says Kalo, a grade 12 student
at Gray Academy of Jewish Education.
“When I was accepted into the group it
was the fulfillment of a dream. I got to
perform with my sister (Stephanie),
meet new people, and learn more about
my Jewish culture.”

Before joining Chai in 2016, Kalo
trained in dance for 10 years, including
four years competitively. When she was
competing, there was little time to do anything else.

“When I joined Chai, I was able to still dance at a very high level,” says
Kalo, “but I could pursue other things, too, like student council, public
speaking, and volunteering in the community.”

That’s not to say that being in Chai is an easy gig. As the June 7 “Woven
Threads” concert approaches, the 30+ dancers, musicians, and singers are
rehearsing about a dozen hours a week. For the performers – all volunteers

– it is a labour of love.
“Chai attracts trained, high-end per-

formers who are looking for a creative
outlet for their talents while they pursue
other endeavours in life,” says David
Vamos, Chai’s Vocal and Artistic
Director. “We even have full-time profes-
sional musicians who volunteer with
Chai simply because they love the art we
create.” 

On June 7, Chai will be sharing its art
alongside four other dynamic perfor-
mance groups. “Woven Threads” is
designed as a multicultural extravaganza
celebrating diversity and friendship
through music and dance. Chai is sharing
the stage with the Rusalka Ukrainian
Dance Ensemble—representing
Winnipeg’s Ukrainian community—and
there will be guest performances by the
Aboriginal School of Dance, represent-
ing Winnipeg’s Indigenous community;
La Troupe Jeunesse de l’Ensemble
Folklorique de la Rivière-Rouge, repre-
senting the Franco-Manitoban communi-
ty; and Magdaragat Philippines, repre-
senting Winnipeg’s Filipino community.

Sharing the stage with Rusalka will be
especially exciting for Kalo as it takes
her back to her very first Chai show, per-
forming with Rusalka at the Federation
of Canadian Municipalities conference at
the RBC Convention Centre in 2016.

“That concert is still my Chai high-
light,” says Kalo. “When we struck the
final pose with Rusalka, fireworks were
set off outside the huge windows and
people were cheering for both groups. It
was beautiful and powerful. It’s so
important that groups from different cul-
tures come together and celebrate diver-
sity. It’s the best thing we can do right
now.”

At “Woven Threads” Chai will honour
long-time supporters, Tova and Larry
Vickar. Honorary Co-Chairs for the event
are David Chartrand, President of the
Manitoba Métis Federation; Bob
Freedman, former CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg; Dr. Rey
Pagtakhan, a former federal cabinet min-
ister; and Blair Yakimoski, MLA. David
Greaves and Howard Morry are serving
as Campaign Co-Chairs.

Sponsorship opportunities and concert
tickets are available through the Chai
office. Please contact Reeva Nepon for
more information – (204) 477-7497.

There’s No Debate
Chai serves as creative outlet for its members
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Chai and Rusalka share the stage at the 2016 conference of the
Federation of Canadian Municipalities. The two groups will team up
again on June 7. 

Emily Kalo: “It’s so impor-
tant that groups from differ-
ent cultures can come
together and celebrate
diversity.”

Ad sponsored by 
Ahava Halpern & Frank Lavitt


