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Rabbi Berkal passes at 95
By MARTIN
ZEILIG

For Rabbi Alan
G r e e n ,
Rabb i /Can to r
Louis Berkal,
who passed
away on
October 20,
after a long ill-
ness, at age 95,
was both “Mr.
Shaarey Zedek”
and “the voice
of the Shaarey
Zedek.”

G r e e n ’ s
remarks were
made before
some 500 peo-
ple at Berkal’s
funeral at Winnipeg’s largest syn-
agogue on October 22.

Berkal, whose wife of 69 years,
Sara Berkal, predeceased him by
eight months, was the Associate
Rabbi and Cantor at the syna-
gogue for 50 years, and, indeed,
“the entire Winnipeg Jewish
community,” as Green said, for
even longer.

Rabbi Berkal’s “sheer longevi-
ty” at the synagogue was why
Green, the Chief Rabbi at the
Shaarey Zedek, referred to the
late holy man in such honoured
terms.

Andrew Moriconi – Rabbi
Berkal’s violin teacher – greeted
mourners with some evocative
violin playing as they entered the
synagogue’s main chapel.

At one point, representatives of

the choirs
with which
Berkal sang
over the
years gath-
ered at the
Bimah to
sing the
p r a y e r ,
“ M a g e n
Avot”. Later,
a recording -
done a
decade ago -
of Berkal
singing “My
Zaide” was
played for
the audi-
ence.

“I don’t
believe that

we’ll see the likes of Rabbi
Berkal ever again,” said Green
during his eulogy. 

“For one thing, he was the
product of Eastern European
Judaism – a civilization of learn-
ing, piety, and behavioral refine-
ment, that is tragically lost to us
forever. Today, we cannot fathom
a culture that produced individu-
als, in which devotion to the
well-being of others is the raison
d’etre of their lives.” 

Rabbis, cantors, executive
directors, presidents, and boards
- all came and went, he intoned. 

“Rabbi Berkal remained, year
after year: ever the same; ever
dependable; seemingly invinci-
ble; even, well into his 80’s,”
continued Green. 

“In this, I believe Rabbi Berkal

“I Believe” to be
performed at North

Kildonan school
November 9

By BERNIE BELLAN

Following upon the
sold-out premiere of “I
Believe” this past May at
the Concert Hall,
Winnipeggers will now
have a second opportuni-
ty to see and hear “I
Believe” live, on
November 9, at Maple
Leaf School in North
Kildonan.

“I Believe” is the origi-
nal creation of talented
Winnipeg composer and
Miles Macdonell music
teacher Zane Zalis. With
words and music set to
the theme of the
Holocaust, Zalis’s compo-
sition has received wide-
ranging praise and interest from around the globe.

First conceived of in 2004, Zalis credits well-known Winnipeg busi-
nessman Arnold Frieman for providing the impetus for seeing his idea
translated into reality this past spring.

Unfortunately, the May performance was sold out and many
Winnipeggers were disappointed to learn that there was no second
performance scheduled.

Recently, however, Maple Leaf School Principal Victor Kuzyk con-
tacted his old friend, Zalis, with the idea of having “I Believe” per-
formed at Kuzyk’s own school, using students from the school in the
actual performance. 

Zalis says that, following upon the successful premiere of “I Believe”
in Winnipeg, the concert was performed this past summer at a music
festival in Murau, Austria, also to rave reviews.

Joining Zalis at Maple Leaf School will be soloists Kelsey Cowie and
Marko Zeiler, both of whom performed during the “I Believe” pre-

RABBI LOUIS BERKAL z”l

(Cont. on page 2. See “I Believe”.)(Cont. on page 3. See “Rabbi Berkal”.)

ZANE ZALIS
Composer of “I Believe”



By EVA COHEN

A principal in Winnipeg has added extra
components to the curriculum for his grade
six students to learn more about the
Holocaust –and the children are enjoying it
immensely.

The extra involvement in Holocaust studies
at Maple Leaf School in Kildonan was
prompted by a permanent  ‘Wall of
Remembrance’ secured to the wall outside
the grade six classroom, said Victor Kuzyk,
principal. 

“The one plaque about the Holocaust was
not enough, and we decided the children
should learn more,” said Kuzyk.

Maple Leaf School is very arts oriented, so
the idea to create an art project about the
Holocaust came right away. For who should
lead the students in the project, Kuzyk
thought of his family friends, the Wellers.
Their daughter, Tamara, is an arts honours
student at the University of Manitoba and
when Kuzyk approached her to ask whether
she could do a project with the children, she
agreed right away.

“Through my whole degree, in my own
practice as an artist, I have used Holocaust
themes so this was quite natural for me,” said
Weller. “I am very excited to be working with
the kids. They seem very respectful and
shocked about what happened.”

After securing Weller to work with the chil-
dren, the question still remained for what the
project should be. 

Maple Leaf staff met with Weller and it was
soon decided the perfect theme for a project
would be to do a motif on the novel Hana’s
Suitcase. All of the students had read the
book in class, so it would be easy for them to
relate to it.

The project is for each student to make a

papier-mâché suitcase and fill it with things
that relate to one youth who perished in the
Holocaust. 

However, before starting on the actual art,
Weller and the students conducted research
to find out as much as possible about the
children they were choosing so that each
item they put into the suitcase would be relat-
ed to that child who perished.

“I got a really great response,” said Weller.
“The kids were asking questions and really
wanted to learn and be a part of this.”

The suitcases will be put on display to the
public, with the art show opening November

9 at 7p.m. 
The same evening

at 7:30 p.m., the
school is hosting a
performance of “I
Believe” that will
showcase such tal-
ents as visiting
Austrian soloist
Marko Zeiler. 

Admission is five
dollars and pro-
ceeds go toward the
Human Rights
Museum.

For more on
Hannah’s Suitcase,
turn to page 20.
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miere
h e r e
i n
M a y .

As well, Zalis says that there will
be a 50-member adult choir con-
ducted by Charlene Ritchot,
along with a children’s choir
made up of students from the
school.

Six musicians from the
Winnipeg Symphony will be
lending their special talents to
the performance, while CBC
morning show host Terry McLeod
will be mc’ing the evening.

According to Maple Leaf
Principal Kuzyk, funding for the
performance is provided by the

River East School Division,
along with a contribution from
the three children of David and
Ruth Asper: Daniel, Rebecca
and Max, who had created a
bar/bat mitzvah fund at the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, and who have allo-
cated part of that fund for this
special evening.

Admission to the perfor-
mance, which is scheduled to
start at 7:30 pm, will only be
$5. Maple Leaf School is locat-
ed at 251 McIvor (close to
Henderson Highway). Tickets
can be purchased either at the
door or in advance from the

school, whose phone number is 661-9509. 

Students go above and beyond to learn about children from Holocaust

“I Believe”
(Cont. from page 1.)

KELSEY COWIE
Talented Winnipegger who
will also reprise her roleMARKO ZEILER

Austrian sololist who will perform
Nov. 9

VICTOR KUZYK, principal of Maple Leaf
School, gestures at the Holocaust photo on
the Wall of Remembrance, to be unveiled
Nov. 10.

TAMARA WELLER, the art instructor for the
project, helping a student with his suitcase.

Grade 6 students at Maple Leaf School
beginning work on their suitcase projects.
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was the symbol for
the presence of
God, in the
Winnipeg Jewish

community.”
But beyond the influence of culture, was

the kind, gentle spirit of Rabbi Berkal himself,
he said. 

At one point, Green quoted some affecting
words written by one of Berkal’s nine grand-
children:

“This great man was like no other person.
He was full of joy, happiness, and generosity.
Although he was a legend in the Jewish com-
munity of Winnipeg, he never showed it. He
was always modest. Even near his end, with
his serious health problems, he still had a
special way with people. I always felt sup-
ported by him, whatever news I shared, good
or bad. He always looked for, and enjoyed,
the good in life. He was the most optimistic
person, I’ve ever known. I hope I can pass
down his goodness, to my children one day.”

Green remarked upon Rabbi Berkal’s role
as a “switch hitter.”

“So, sometimes there would be a gap of six
months or more when Rabbi Berkal was the
sole clergy,” he said.

“Now, this is a level of activity and respon-
sibility which, speaking from my own experi-
ence, I can hardly imagine – one clergy for a
thousand families. It doesn’t seem quite
human. But such was the quality of Rabbi
Berkal’s devotion to his work, and to the peo-
ple of Shaarey Zedek.”

Over the years, observed Green, the much
beloved Berkal was involved with the River
Heights Ministerial Association; the General
Monash Jewish War Veterans Association, in

which Rabbi Berkal served as chaplain; and,
the Shaarey Zedek Adult Leisure where,
“along with Mildred Devins and Mitch Parks,
Rabbi Berkal provided many an hour of
entertainment and inspiration” for the seniors
of this community.

“Think of it – the thousands of B’nai
Mitzvah, funerals, and other life cycle events,
in which Rabbi Berkal participated; and the
thousands of people touched, in some way,
either through direct interaction or, by hear-
ing his heavenly singing voice,” he said.

“Think of the thousands of trips to hospitals,
to give support to those facing life-threaten-
ing illness. Think of the families for whom
Rabbi Berkal was there, in many cases, for
the grandparents; for the parents; and for the
grandchildren as well – all at the most signif-
icant turning points of their lives.”

Green also referred to “the divine pres-
ence” of Marie Boldt.

“Her unstinting love, care, and devotion for
Rabbi and Sarah, have proven to be a real
blessing,” he said.

“One of the Berkal children describes Marie
as Rabbi Berkal’s right hand, and his reward
for all the goodness that he exercised upon
this earth – and I don’t doubt that for a
moment. It was Marie who, when she wasn’t
expertly attending to the Berkal’s herself,
hired and supervised their care, 24/7, for
some five years.”

While Green acknowledged the special
contribution all four Berkal children made to
their parents, he praised daughter Harriet
Berkal for all the energy that she devoted “to
her parents’ health and welfare during their
declining decades.”

Here is what some people had
to say about Rabbi Berkal

By MARTIN ZEILIG
Retired dentist Barry Stronger: “I have memories of Rabbi Berkal

since 1954 when he first came to the Shaarey Zedek. He was the can-
tor at my Bar Mitzvah and he handled the funeral of my father when
I was 15 years old. He took personal involvement in the Bar Mitzvah
studies of our two sons, Michael and Lyle. He was a very warm and
sociable individual and very caring. He was a fine gentleman.”

Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz: “I knew Rabbi Berkal for at least 20
years and more so in the last 15 years. What a gentle soul he was
and so compassionate. He cared about everybody. I’ll never forget
his voice.”

Shaarey Zedek congregant Paul Zaidman: “He married my wife
and me. He also tutored both our daughters (for their Bat Mitzvahs)
with great patience. He was a sweet guy.”

Harvey Berkal (son): “My dad had a very good life. He was one of
the happiest people I knew with a positive disposition. He’d look up
at the sky and trees and birds. It was unusual to find him in a bad
mood and temper. Very seldom did I see him angry. He loved to joke
around with people and laughed and smiled readily. He was hum-
ble and never asked for a raise. He was always heavily underpaid
and had a miniscule pension. He used to say ‘I’m just a little bird
that needs to be fed.’ My dad was assistant Rabbi and Cantor, and
when he retired he was Rabbi Emeritus. He didn’t want to be
involved with the politics of synagogue life.”

Erin Berkal (granddaughter): “I never met a kinder individual in my
life. He gave me my first bicycle and he was always there for me
throughout the years. He was my hero and I mean that.”

Sophie Berkal Sarbit (granddaughter): “He taught me how to sing.
I’m going to miss him.”

Cantor Arky Berkal (nephew): “He was a very great influence on
me. He was a very patient teacher. If I need to have the particular
melody demonstrated, he was willing to do so.”

Harriet Berkal (daughter): “He had wonderful wit even with
Alzheimers he could be sharp as a tack. He was a man of principle and
valued human interaction. Family was extremely important to him. My
parents served as good role models (for the family and others).”

For more on Rabbi Berkal, see Anita Neville’s remarks in the
House of Commons on page 20.

Rabbi Berkal
(Cont. from page 1.)

Louis and Sara Berkal in the 1940’s

Sara Berkal predeceased her husband in
March of this year.



Dr. Kerry Olitzky’s meetings with communi-
ty leaders and intermarried couples, (as dis-
cussed on page 12, elicited some interesting
observations about which issues are most
vexing for intermarried couples.

Aside from the expected consternation that
tends to arise over deciding how to bring up
children, and the usual confusion over holi-
day observance, one issue that might not be

top of mind for most Jews did come up, and that is the question of bur-
ial in a Jewish cemetery.

I have heard from more than one intermarried couple how upsetting
it is for them to think that they cannot be buried together in a Jewish
cemetery. While Temple Shalom has taken great steps to accommo-
date the wishes of intermarried couples by creating a section within
Chapel Lawn that is open to Jewish and non-Jewish individuals alike,
many members of the Jewish community want to be buried close to
other family members in a Jewish cemetery.

In other cities, such as Toronto, private Jewish funeral homes are
willing to take in deceased non-Jewish spouses and, where asked for,
have a rabbi officiate at the funeral service (in a lay capacity). This
compromise at least gives some peace of mind to the bereaved sur-
vivors, even though Jewish cemeteries there are no more willing to
consider non-Jews for burial as are Jewish cemeteries here. 

In Winnipeg, however, the Chesed Shel Emes will not even consid-
er accepting the bodies of non-Jews for funeral preparation. 

Unfortunately, as Dr. Kerry Olitzky noted in the comments he made
while he was here, when “someone is pushed out, they may decide to
leave altogether.” Intermarriage is a rapidly growing fact of life.
Acceptance of that fact may not be palatable to a certain component
of our community, but compromise, rather than rejection is key to our
future.

Speaking of compromise, a couple of issues back, I noted that con-
troversial anti-Israel speaker Dr. Norman Finkelstein was going to give
a talk at the Canadian Mennonite University.

While I was not able to attend that talk, I was curious to hear how
people would react to Finkelstein. I did receive an e-mail from one of
the organizers who was responsible for bringing in Finkelstein, in
which this particular individual expressed his surprise at the volley of
furious calls and e-mails he received once members of the Jewish
community were made aware that someone as controversial as
Finkelstein was going to be here.

I was also made aware that the Jewish Federation had wrestled with
the issue whether to respond to the presence of Finkelstein. Ultimately
the Federation decided not to respond in any manner.

I thought that was a mistake. Giving the floor to as vehement a crit-
ic of Israel as
Finkelstein without
anyone from the “offi-
cial” community pre-
pared to take him on
does not mean that
“out of sight – out of
mind” is the position
to adopt in such
cases. I noted in an
email that I sent to the
Federation that, surely
there must be some
debaters from within
our community, capa-
ble of challenging
critics of Israel, and
who could be called
upon to confront the
likes of Finkelstein.

As it was, I am told
that the eventual
meeting proved to be
as heated as one
might expect, that the
audience was over-
whelmingly sympa-
thetic to Finkelstein,
and that one member
of our community
(who will remain
unnamed) reacted so
violently to remarks
that Finkelstein had

made that the police
were almost sum-
moned.

Again, as is the case
with intermarriage, we
had better get used to
the idea that Israel’s
behaviour is going to
come in for greater
scrutiny with the pas-
sage of time, especial-
ly at institutions of
higher learning.
Furthermore, there is a
great deal of division
within our own com-
munity over Israel. We
should be willing to
debate the issue at any
time – as is the case in
this newspaper, which
will not suppress any-
one’s opinion, no mat-
ter how odious it might
be to some.

Speaking of opinions with which we disagree, has there been a
piece of writing that provoked as angry a reaction within our Jewish
community as Bartley Kives’s review of “I Believe” in the Free Press
last May?

Anyone who knows Bartley knows what a fine journalist he has
become and how fearless he is. Still, he certainly struck a nerve
among many of us.

In any event, for anyone who hasn’t actually seen “I Believe” (and
that must include a great many of us, since it was performed only once
here in Winnipeg, aside from an abridged performance for students of
Miles Macdonell Collegiate at their school), now’s the chance to see
it and judge it for yourself when “I Believe” is performed at Maple Leaf
School this coming Monday. (See article on page 1.)

In our last issue we printed a letter from lawyer Allan Cantor, who
put forth the idea of creating a co-op among Winnipeg Jews who
might be interested in having kosher meat produced locally once
again. To his credit, Cantor will be pursuing this idea with determina-
tion. (See his classified ad on page 31.) In coming issues, we will be
exploring the viability of Cantor’s proposal, and whether it might mesh
with other ideas that have been put forward by various individuals
interested in reviving locally produced kosher meat. It’s somewhat of
a shame that it has fallen upon individuals from within the communi-
ty to carry the ball on this issue, which is of pressing concern to many
in our community. Why isn’t the Jewish Federation doing more on this
account?

Within the past couple of weeks, I’ve had the chance to speak to
three different groups about The Jewish Post & News - its past, present
and future. Even those individuals who aren’t actual subscribers to the
paper see the need for a vibrant and interesting Jewish newspaper in
Winnipeg. (And yes, we still share the problem of having the paper
passed around among families and neighbours but, looking at the
bright side, we know that the paper is being widely read - even if it’s
by individuals who don’t want to take out a subscription.) Many with
whom I spoke lamented the disappearance of many Jewish institutions
over the years - kosher butcher shops among them. 

On an optimistic note - I was encouraged by the expressions of
praise from many readers who have noticed the change in focus in this
paper of late. We’ve tried to focus more on local stories - something
that we’ve been told is long overdue.

Finally, a sad farewell to Rabbi Louis Berkal, who touched the lives
of thousands of Winnipeggers. A man of unfailing grace and charm,
Rabbi Berkal represented all that was decent and kind in the Jewish
experience. 
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Clarification
Ricki Segal’s article on the Mount Carmel clinic contained the fol-

lowing sentence: “Mt. Carmel was the brainchild of registered
nurse Anne Ross.” Ricki meant to say that the training of x-ray tech-
nicians at Mt. Carmel Clinic was the brainchild of Anne Ross.

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes



Israel must break growing stranglehold of religion 
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Goldstone Report needs to be read in entirety before condemning it
By MARTIN ZEILIG

Since its release in September, there has
been misinformation disseminated and con-
fusion in some quarters about the United
Nations Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza
Conflict.

It seems to me that before anyone criticizes
the Goldstone Report, especially journalists,
they should at least make an attempt to read
it. 

The Mission, which was headed by Justice
Richard Goldstone, concluded that there “is
evidence indicating serious violations of
international human rights and humanitarian
law were committed by Israel during the
Gaza conflict, and that Israel committed
actions amounting to war crimes, and possi-
bly crimes against humanity.”

The report also concludes there is evidence
that “Palestinian armed groups committed
war crimes, as well as possibly crimes against
humanity, in their repeated launching of
rockets and mortars into Southern Israel.” 

Importantly, the Mission exhorts “the
Palestinian armed groups holding the Israeli
soldier Gilad Shalit to release him on human-
itarian grounds, and, pending his release,
give him the full rights accorded to a prison-
er of war under the Geneva Conventions
including visits from the International
Committee of the Red Cross.”

The Report also notes serious human rights
violations, including arbitrary arrests and
extra-judicial executions of Palestinians, by
the authorities in Gaza and by the Palestinian
Authority in the West Bank.

Goldstone and his colleagues call on both
sides to launch criminal investigations into
these allegations and to hold accountable
anyone found to have committed these
crimes.

“If either side fails to do so, the mission has
requested various UN bodies to take mea-
sures to ensure such accountability,” noted
the Mission members.

The mission “did not find conclusive evi-
dence regarding Hamas’s use of mosques and

civilian buildings for military purposes, nor
does it criticize Hamas’s firing from and
shielding themselves within civilian areas,”
writes Jessica Montell, Executive Director of
B’Tselem: the Israeli Information Center for
Human Rights in the Occupied Territories, in
THE JERUSALEM POST (Sept. 30).

“Acknowledging that some members of the
Human Rights Council have a worse human
rights record than Israel can hardly absolve us
from responsibility for our own conduct

“So we now have a choice. We can contin-
ue to shoot the messenger and bury our
heads in the sand, hoping despite all signs to
the contrary that this whole controversy will
somehow disappear. Or we can initiate a
genuine process of truth-telling and taking
responsibility. Such a process may well be
painful, but we will emerge stronger and
healthier for it.”

The Goldstone Report and its synopsis are
available online at the United Nations web-
site. It’s worth reading.

By URI REGEV and 
STANLEY GOLD 

JERUSALEM (JTA) - How does it hap-
pen that thousands of Israelis travel
each year to Cyprus and Eastern
Europe to get married? Is this an Israeli
custom, to elope? Not at all. 

Hundreds of thousands of Israeli citi-
zens cannot marry in Israel due to state
law, including numerous Russian olim,
all non-Orthodox converts to Judaism
and native-born Israeli Jews who want
an egalitarian marriage ceremony.
Israeli democracy is enlightened and
progressive in most respects, but in the
area of religious freedom it lags all
Western democracies. 

The increased stranglehold of reli-
gion on the state has a dire impact on
Israel today. That’s why we recently
launched Hiddush, which in Hebrew means innovation and renewal.
It is also the acronym of the Hebrew words “freedom or religion and
equality,” as we hope to realize the promise of Israel’s Declaration of
Independence to “uphold freedom of religion and conscience and
ensure complete equality of civil and political rights to all, irrespec-
tive of religion.” 

As a transdenominational advocacy and public education organiza-
tion comprised as a partnership between Israeli and world Jewry, our
aim is to enhance all of the important efforts already under way in this
arena by bringing together Israelis and world Jewry from all walks of
life. 

Israeli religious freedom and equality should be of communitywide
concern. All forces in our community in Israel and the United States,
especially those committed to the diversity of the Jewish people and
to civil liberties, should make this a high priority. That’s why we expect
the issue to gain the attention it deserves from Jewish federations,
communities and advocacy organizations across the U.S.  

Practically from day one of the state’s existence, politicians cut deals
that undermined religious freedom at the expense of the majority of
Israelis. This stranglehold has stifled Jewish creative religious expres-
sion. It’s also a threat to Israel’s economy and democracy. 

Israeli and world Jewry cannot accept the second-class status of our
own converts or the repeated decisions of state-sponsored rabbinic
courts that retroactively nullify Orthodox conversions for “insufficient
ritual observance.” Hundreds of thousands of Israeli citizens are
denied the basic civil right of marriage. Thousands of women struggle
to gain their freedom from unsuccessful marriages. A growing number
of public bus lines relegate women to the back of the bus in the name
of religion. 

Even as we write, the Knesset is deliberating on a “civil union” bill
that would provide couples with an alternative to legal marriage con-

taining some of the civil features of
marriage. This would be available only
to couples in which both the man and
woman (it is not intended for same-sex
couples) do not belong to any reli-
gious community or have any reli-
gious status, intentionally preventing
any Jew from entering into a “civil
union.” 

Rather than offering freedom of mar-
riage, as the majority of Israelis desire,
it would further undermine the
Russian olim, Jews by choice and
many others. One’s status would
remain beyond the marriage itself,
even in ID cards, creating a cast of
“untouchables” who can only marry
among themselves. We plan to call on
Israelis and world Jewry to voice their
concern to let the Knesset lawmakers
know that this is unacceptable. 

Israel is an attractive place for investors now, in large part because
of its educated work force. But as Diaspora Jewry is asked to step up
its financial support of Israel, it cannot remain oblivious to the urgent
warnings of senior Israeli economists that point to the threat to Israel’s
economic viability if the current policy of huge financial allocations
to the haredi community is maintained. Studies have found that fer-
vently Orthodox men’s avoidance of joining the Israeli job market
costs Israel between 5 billion to 15 billion shekels annually - about
$1.33 billion to $4 billion. Two-thirds of haredi men in Israel refuse to
enter into the work force but would rather live on public support. 

Nothing in the Torah prohibits a religious man from providing for his
family with dignity; indeed, fervently Orthodox Jews in the United
States and England work at twice the percentage of their counterparts
in Israel, since they can’t count on government subsidies. Most fer-
vently Orthodox schools in Israel teach simple mathematics and no
English, science or civics. This dooms their graduates to lives of pover-
ty and dependence. Moreover, if this state of affairs continues, Israel’s
economy could reach a third-world level within 10 years. 

Israelis want change. Israeli pollster Rafi Smith recently completed a
large-scale public opinion survey commissioned by Hiddush showing
that 83 percent of Israelis maintained that freedom of religion and
conscience should be upheld in the State of Israel. But change will not
occur by itself. 

In the past, our community has demonstrated its ability to achieve
the toughest of goals. Together we can make the promise of Israel’s
Declaration of Independence for equality and freedom of religion and
conscience a reality. 

Rabbi Uri Regev, a Reform rabbi based in Jerusalem, is president and
CEO of Hiddush. Stanley Gold, the chair of Hiddush, is president and
chief executive officer of Shamrock Holdings Inc., a privately owned
Burbank, Calif.-based investment company.

Hundreds of thousands of Israelis cannot even get mar-
ried in Israel.



Having retired last June after
29 years of teaching in the
Jewish school system, Resa
Ostrove is moving ahead with
a new career as an author. In
late September, the former
Ramah/Talmud Torah/Gray
Academy elementary school
teacher had a book launch at
McNally Robinson’s Polo park
outlet for her children’s book,
Freddie’s Problem.

Freddie’s Problem is a beauti-
fully illustrated, 32-page
book about a frog who has
eaten too many flies and has a
terrible stomach ache as a result. The story
follows “Freddie” as he goes to each of his
friends to ask their advice on how to cure
his stomach complaint. Ostrove is confi-
dent that the book will appeal to parents as
well as their children.

Although Ostrove worked intensively on
her story from the beginning of the year to
finalize it for publication, she wrote the first
draft 23 years ago. I made up the story for
my son, Zack, as a bedtime story,” she says.
“He loved it and I had to tell it to him over
and over again. I told it to some teaching

colleagues who encouraged me to write it
down.”

She tried unsuccessfully to get Freddie’s
Problem published 23 years ago, then put it
aside. “I was busy raising young children and

pursuing a career in
teaching for which I
always had a strong
passion,” she says

In recent years,
Ostrove has written
other works, in par-
ticular, a series she
calls The
Grandmother Tales,
comprised of fairy
tales and folk tales.
“I was raised on
folk and fairy tales,”
she says. “I really
loved them.”

Freddie’s Problem was pub-
lished by Peanut Butter Press, a
small Winnipeg publisher, and
illustrated by Jason Doll. There
were 5,000 copies in the initial
printing.

“We sold 90 copies at the
launch,” Ostrove says. “We had
an enormous number of people
at the launch.”

“I hope everyone falls in love
with Freddie,” Ostrove says.

* * *
Jon Waldman’s inaugural book

launch is coming up on
November 5 – also at McNally

Jewish community workers make
debuts as authors
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Social Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

BUCHALTER (GULOWATY)
Bryan and Kristin,

along with big sisters
Rylie and Karys, are
excited to announce
the safe arrival of their
beautiful baby girl
AMY ROBYN
B U C H A L T E R .
Amy was born Sep-
tember 1, 2009, 8 lbs.
2 oz, and 20.4 inches.
Proud grandparents
are Dave and Yolande

Gulowaty and Jack Buchalter.  Thank you to Dr.
Robyn Gertenstein, Dr. Meagan O’Brien, nurses
and staff of the 2nd floor Women’s Hospital for
taking such great care of us.  Amy, we are so thrilled
to finally hold you in our arms.  We love you
sweetheart!

Unique Video clips for every occasion - from script writing,
filming, directing, and editing to the finished product

• Bar/Bat Mitzvahs 
• Weddings, Parties & Showers

• Anniversaries          • Autobiographies
• School events      • Documentary Videos

• Private and Business Events
• Video, Comics and Animation Workshops

for Elementary and Middle School

20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
SHIRITH PAIS

649 Oxford St. Tel. 589-6718
nirmika3@gmail.com

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

RESA OSTROVE with her new book.

(Cont. on page 7. See “Myron
Love”.)

JON WALDMAN, author of Slam! Wrestling;
Shocking Stories from the Squared Circle.

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE
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Robinson at Polo Park. Waldman is best
known in our Jewish community as the
Communications Co-ordinator for the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg. But he has an alter
ego – Jon Waldman, wrestling writer – which
is reflected in his choice of subject matter for
his first book.

The 350-page Slam! Wrestling; Shocking
Stories from the Squared Circle (co-edited
with Greg Oliver) is a history of Slam!
Wrestling, an internet magazine devoted to
wrestling, as well as a compilation of stories
that Slam! has published over the years.

Waldman says that his love of wrestling was
inspired by his zaidas, Sidney Fleishman and
Shia Waldman. He recalls, as a kid, watching
wrestling with them on television. He remem-
bers talking wrestling with friends at school
(the Torah Academy at the Herzlia) and being
allowed to read Principal Rabbi Krupnick’s
own collection of wrestling magazines.

“I have always been a fan,” he says. “I never
lost interest, even in the down times in the
early 1990s.”

Slam! was co-founded by Greg Oliver and
John Powell in 1996 at the behest of Sun
Media as part of the company’s new media
project, “CANadian Online Explorer”
(canoe.ca). Waldman did an internship at
Slam! in 2000, while studying journalism at
Ryerson and continued to write for Slam! after
he graduated. He also works with Topps, the
collector card publisher.

“It is a real thrill to work with guys who I
have looked up to over the years,” he says. “It
has also been interesting to be able to see
wrestling from different perspectives.”

Slam! Wrestling, the book, has been under
development for the past 18 months. Oliver
approached Waldman to co-edit the book
with him. He already had a publisher on
board.

“I was looking for an opportunity to get into
the world of books,” Waldman says.

He was responsible for updating the articles
selected from the website for republication as
well as checking the grammar. He also wrote
a couple of chapters outlining the history of
Slam! Wrestling, the internet magazine.

He and Oliver sourced photos, looking into
marketing and put together a promotional
campaign.

“Our book is already available on ama-
zon.com,” Waldman notes.

Waldman points out that there are some
Jewish wrestlers, notably (Bill) Goldberg – but
also Raven (Scott Levy), Barry Horowitz and
Victoria/Tara (Lisa Marie Varon). He observed
that many of the sportswriters and sportscast-
ers covering wrestling and other sports are
Jewish.

He notes that there has been more of a
focus on athleticism in wrestling in recent
years, as well as the growth of family dynas-
ties, such as the Harts from Calgary, and the
Dibiasi Family, now into its third generation.

While the fan base is down somewhat from
what it was 10 years ago, Waldman notes
pay-per-view matches still draw hundreds of
thousands of fans and that wrestling mer-
chandise, DVDs and books continue to sell
well. 

Myron Love
(Cont. from page 6.)

AS IT TURNS OUT, CLOUD
NINE ISN’T EVEN OUTSIDE.

Your private retreat awaits. On your next flight to Tel Aviv, relax, work or rest 

undisturbed in our Executive First® Suite. With aisle access, a fully fl at bed,

premium dining and a personal touch-screen TV with over 300 hours of on-demand

entertainment, the Executive First Suite is designed to make flying as comfortable 

as possible. At the airport, relax in our award-winning Maple LeafTM Lounge and 

take advantage of our dedicated Concierge service. With Executive First, you can 

enjoy a little piece of cloud nine wherever you go.

Plus earn Double Aeroplan® Miles* when you register and fly to any international
destination in Executive First from October 15, 2009, to January 31, 2010.

*Double Aeroplan Miles: To qualify for this offer, you must be an Aeroplan member and register by January 31, 2010. Registration must be completed at aeroplan.com or by calling 1-800-342-8026. Double Aeroplan Miles 

are awarded for bookings made with an Executive First Flexible or Executive First Lowest fare type. Double Aeroplan Miles are not Air Canada Status Miles and do not count towards Air Canada Top-Tier Status. Terms and 

conditions apply. For complete details visit aircanada.com. Executive First Suites are available on overseas flights between Canada and our international destinations on all Air Canada-operated aircraft, except certain Boeing 767’s.

®Executive First is a registered trademark of Air Canada. TMMaple Leaf is a trademark of Air Canada. ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc.

Many of the sportswriters and 
sportscasters covering wrestling and

other sports are Jewish.
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A spiritual adventure led by Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf

seminars
retreats

master classes 
training programs

The Kabbalah of Mastering Mind and Emotions

A PROJECT OF THE CHABAD JEWISH LEARNING INSTITUTE

P (204) 414-5624 E JLI@ChabadWinnipeg.org
www.ChabadWinnipeg.org/JLI

Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf is an 
internationally acclaimed lecturer 
and authority on Kabbalah, 
mysticism, and Jewish meditation. 
Creator of a phenomenon 
called MindYogaTM, Rabbi Wolf 
is a pioneer and a visionary 
extraordinaire. His innovative 
approach taps into the power of 
Kabbalah and applies its message 
to the daily challenges of life.

He is the author of the best-selling 
book, Practical Kabbalah
(Random House), and has lectured 
in over 350 cities across the globe 
conducting retreats, seminars, master
classes and training programs. 

Develop a life-changing 
‘screen saver’ of the mind - 

wisdom of the heart

the body and soul

Where east meets west - 
Kabbalah and the eastern
spiritual pathways like Yoga

Wednesday, November 25
7:30pm - 9:00pm
Lubavitch Centre, 
2095 Sinclair Street

FEE

$18 at door

MINDYoga

The entire Jewish community is invited to a
spiritual adventure of mystical exploration
with Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf on Wednesday,
November 25th. A bestselling author and
spiritual mentor, Wolf promises to stretch
your mind, stimulate your senses and provide
systematic tools for restoring balance in your
life.

“Rabbi Wolf visited Winnipeg in 1998”,
reports Rabbi Shmuly Altein, Director of
Chabad’s Jewish Learning Institute, “We are
bringing him back by popular demand, and
expect to have a sold-out event. If you are
looking for a meaningful, inspirational and
spiritual evening, this is your opportunity.”

This community-wide event is presented by
the Chabad Jewish Learning Institute and will
take place at the Lubavitch Centre, 2095
Sinclair Street from 7:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
Admission is $15 for advance registration and
$18 for tickets purchased at the door.

*****
Rabbi Dr. Laibl Wolf *LL.B M.Ed.Psych.

D.Div.,* of Melbourne, Australia is an inter-
nationally acclaimed lecturer, author and
authority on Kabbalah, mysticism, and Jewish
meditation. Creator of a phenomenon called
MindYoga™, Rabbi Wolf is a spiritual pioneer
and visionary extraordinaire who has often

been described as the Jewish synthesis of
Deepak Chopra and Anthony Robbins.
Trained in law and in psychology, Laibl is an
unusual blend of Hassidic Rabbi and univer-
sal teacher and is as much at home in a
Buddhist ashram as he is in a *Shule*.

His expertise, Kabbalah, the ancient Jewish
mystical teaching, is blended with contempo-
rary psychology and quantum physics to
facilitate a ‘behavioural’ approach to life
training. His innovative approach taps into
the power of Kabbalah and applies its mes-
sage to the daily challenges of life. Laibl’s
teachings utilise meditation and conscious-
ness training techniques to enable personal
growth and emotional mastery. He has adapt-
ed the deep Kabbalistic insights providing an
insightful training program with practical
application to the minutiae of everyday life.

He has met with world spiritual leaders
such as the revered Lubavitcher Rebbe, the
Dalai Lama and others. Founding lecturer in
Jewish spirituality at Melbourne University,
Australia, he has most recently founded
Spiritgrow - The Josef Kryss Wholistic Growth
Centre, www.spiritgrow-JosefKryssCentre.org

Rabbi Dr. Wolf is the author of the best-sell-
ing book, Practical Kabbalah (Random
House), Through his meditation techniques
and innovative MindYoga™ approach, Laibl’s
audiences are able to master their emotions

and empower their lives. The son of Polish
holocaust survivors, he received his rabbinic
ordination from the Chief Rabbi of Israel. His
degrees in law, psychology, and comparative
religions were earned in Australia, Israel and
USA.

*****

Chabad Lubavitch of Winnipeg is a non-
profit organization, dedicated to providing a
Jewish experience for every man, woman or
youngster who walks through its doors in a
non-judgmental way, regardless of back-
ground, affiliation, or level of commitment.

The Chabad Jewish Learning Institute, a
division of Lubavitch Centre, has been creat-
ed with the objective of developing and coor-
dinating adult education. By introducing a
kaleidoscope of innovative programs, both
social and educational, we hope to build,
educate, engage, and energize a young and
vibrant Jewish community.

The Chabad Jewish Learning Institute brings
authentic, relevant Jewish learning to adults
seeking intellectual and spiritual growth. 

For further information, please call
(204) 414-5624 or email us at
JLI@ChabadWinnipeg.org.

*MindYogaTM; the KABBALAH of Mastering Mind and Emotions*
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When investing your money,

TRUST IS NOT ENOUGH.
rom Bernie Madoff to Montreal’s Earl Jones, news 

stories abound of “financial advisors” who offered

trusting clients the promise of safe investments with 

a high, consistent return, only to be revealed later as 

fraudsters operating elaborate Ponzi schemes that 

ultimately left many investors penniless.

Trust alone is not enough. That’s why it’s so important to

have an understanding of what you are investing in. How

safe is the investment? How transparent is the process?

Can you lose money? Is there any potential for fraud?

When you invest in the Romspen Mortgage Investment

Fund, you’ll find the answers you need. Answers that will

satisfy whatever concerns you may have. 

Here’s why.

The Romspen Fund is invested exclusively in short-term 

mortgages on Canadian commercial real estate (96% are

first mortgages). Each mortgage loan is considerably less

than the value of the property as originally appraised.

More importantly, however, is the fact that the investment

process is entirely transparent. Each and every one of the

Fund’s 115 mortgages is registered on title to the property

that secures the loan in a government regulated registry

system. Each provincial registry is accessible to the public

allowing anyone to verify any investment the Romspen

Fund makes. Every mortgage is also posted on our website

for investors to view.

For additional reassurance, investors should know that the

Fund has been audited since inception by KPMG, the fourth

largest accounting firm in North America.

As more and more frauds are exposed, investors are 

seeking the peace of mind that comes with knowing their

investment in the Romspen Fund is secured, offers an

attractive monthly return, and cannot be part of a 

fraudulent scheme. Last month alone, this confidence

resulted in the purchase of more than $16 million of 

additional Fund units by 100 new and existing investors.

Many of our investors are financial experts. Many more are

not. What they have in common is a willingness to take a

little time to understand how their money is invested. With

that in mind, go to our website and take a look. As well,

call us and we will mail you an information package. Our

almost 2000 investors would agree that these are simple

but worthwhile things to do.

Canadian Commercial First Mortgages • Monthly Income Distribution to Investors • RRSP and RRIF Eligible

Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund Annualized Compounded Return

2009 8.7%TO JUNE 30
2006 10.3%2007 10.5%2008 9.9%

F

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

1.800.494.0389 
www.romspen.com

Romspen Fund Growth
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Winnipeg Chabad Lubavitch – Educating Jews About What It Means to be Jewish 
Chabad Lubavitch is not a school, but

learning is clearly a key component of the
world’s most dynamic Jewish movement. 

In Winnipeg, Chabad has been educating
members of the Jewish community about
what it means to be Jewish for more than 35
years. This education takes many forms,
including intense Yeshiva style study, lively
group discussions, and kid-friendly hands-
on projects. Chabad Lubavitch also runs the
Oholei Torah day school. 

At Chabad Lubavitch, every Jew from
every background is welcomed and encour-
aged to participate, ask questions, debate
answers and learn more about the core val-
ues and teachings of Judaism. All of
Chabad’s educational programs are
designed to be non-threatening and inclu-
sive, and can be custom tailored to every
level of knowledge.

“Hundreds of people participate in
Chabad learning programs, where they are
accepted as they are, no matter what their
level of personal religious observance,” says
Rabbi Avrohom Altein, the venerable exec-
utive director of Chabad in Winnipeg.

“Jewish learning must respect the intelli-
gence of the participants; it requires depth
and breadth. At the same time,” Altein adds,
“Jewish learning must be inclusive. It must
reach out to all Jews of our community.”

With this in mind, Chabad has developed
a wide range of educational programs that
run throughout the year. Its summer Yeshiva
program, introduced in the city about a
dozen years ago, is one of the best known
and most popular of these programs.

This mini Yeshiva, which runs for three
weeks in August, brings Chabad rabbinical
students from across North America to

Winnipeg to teach and study one-on-one
with local students. This one-on-one study
mimics the style of learning that takes place
at major Yeshivot around the world. 

The dozens of Winnipeggers who partici-
pate in this Yeshiva every summer represent
various levels of observance and knowledge
and range in age from teens to seniors. They
share in common, however, an interest in
learning in general and in better under-
standing the complexities, joy and beauty of
the Torah and its teachings. 

“The questions and answers and the give
and take of these one-on-one discussions
allow for personal growth in an intellectual-
ly stimulating atmosphere,” explains Rabbi
Yaacov Simmonds, who oversees the pro-
gram.

Rabbi Simmonds also offers a year round
mobile learning program for individuals
who share this same yen for Torah study but
are unable, due to busy and demanding
work schedules, to attend the structured
classes at the Chabad Centre. Instead Rabbi
Simmonds comes to them.

“In this program we arrange lessons for
people in their own office at their conve-
nience so that there is every opportunity to
do some learning in a friendly and unintim-
idating environment,” he explains. 

This flexibility is characteristic of Chabad’s
commitment to education and to outreach.
In addition to its mobile learning program,
Chabad facilitates a tefillin club at the
University of Winnipeg and at the Gray
Academy. It also alternately offers classes in
Chumash, Rambam and the weekly parsha
at its north and south end sites, as well as
roundtable discussions specifically geared
to individuals who are of retirement age. 

Its Jewish Learning Institute, established
locally in 2007, offers a series of six week
courses on a diverse range of topics that
explore Judaism in the context of modern
life. To date, these courses have focused on
Jewish civil law, Talmudic paradigms, the
Holocaust and Kabbalah, among many
other subjects.

The widespread interest and response gen-
erated by these various classes and courses
is one of the prime reasons that Chabad
Lubavitch is now building a brand new cen-
tre in the south end of Winnipeg. The local
spaces currently occupied by Chabad sim-
ply cannot comfortably accommodate all of
the community members who are interested
in participating in Chabad programs or
learning side by side with Chabad teachers.

“Learning will be an integral aspect of the
new centre when it is built,” explains Rabbi
Altein. “In fact, the plan is for the centre to
accommodate several yeshiva students so
that their work in Winnipeg will be part of
their smicha studies.”

“When the new Jewish Learning Centre is
complete,” he adds, “it will boast the only
Yeshiva between Toronto and Vancouver. It
will bring dozens of young men into the
community to learn, to teach and to share
with the community the joys of Judaism.”

Thanks to generous grants from all levels
of government, as well as many private
donations, Chabad is more than half way to
its fundraising goal for the new Jewish
Learning Centre. If you would like to sup-
port Winnipeg Chabad and the building of
the Centre please contact Rabbi Altein at
chabad@mts.net .

Jewish Heritage Centre introduces two new works
By MYRON LOVE 

On Monday, October 26, the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada introduced its two newest
published works of the history of
western Canadian Jewry.

Speaking in the Florence Kanee
Foyer at the Campus, Daniel Stone
(recently retired from the University
of Winnipeg History Department),
the master of ceremonies for the
evening, pointed out that the JHC is
the only organization researching
western Canadian Jewish history.

“While it is nice to see that the
study of Jewish history has been
revived at the University of
Manitoba,” he noted, “the focus is
on Europe. There is no study of
Canadian or Winnipeg Jewish histo-
ry.”

The first new publication that
Stone introduced was a booklet outlining the
history of the Jewish farm colony at Lipton,
Saskatchewan. The Lipton Jewish Agricultural
Colony 1901-1951: Pioneering on Canada’s
Prairies was authored by Professor Theodore
H. Friedgut of the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem’s Department of Russian and Slavic
Studies.

The publication grew out of a presentation
by Friedgut a year ago in Winnipeg. Friedgut
was the inaugural speaker in the Switzer-
Cooperstock Endowed Lecture Series on
western Canadian Jewish History. The chil-

dren of Louis Switzer and Rose Cooperstock
established the biennial lecture competition
in their parents’ memory (with the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba administering the
fund).

“Professor Friedgut noted that Lipton was
different from the other Jewish farm
colonies,” Stone said. “People were actually
screened before they were allowed to join the
colony.”

Stone noted that the Lipton and other
Jewish farm colonies didn’t fail so much as
cease to be for cultural and religious reasons.
“To be able to life a religious Jewish life, you

need a critical mass which was
lacking on the farm,” Stone said.

“Friedgut’s work is the most
detailed study ever done on a
Prairies farm settlement. His work
is well researched and provides
insight that is often lacking in
Saskatchewan historical studies.”

The second new publication,
Jewish Life and Times; A Collection
of Essays, was co-edited by Stone
and Annalee Greenberg, the former
editor of the Canadian history mag-
azine, The Beaver) and is a compi-
lation of nine research papers
which have been presented at
Jewish Heritage Centre meetings
over the years mainly by academic
researchers.

“The 120-page volume begins
with a tribute to the late Harry
Gutkin who was the leader of and
driving force behind the Jewish

Historical Society of Western Canada for 20
years. Also on display in the foyer were
copies of Gutkin’s own authored books (some
of them in partnership with his wife, Mildred)
and family photos.

There are also tributes in the book to devot-
ed JHC members and contributors Harold
Buchwald, Sol Kanee, Fred Stambrook and
Isadore Wolch, all of whom passed away
within the past four years.

Five of the writers who contributed to Jewish Life and Times: A
Collection of Essays, l-r: Myroslav Shkandrij, John Behr, Dan
Stone, Scott Stephen, and Hans Werner.

(Cont. on page 11. See “Jewish Heritage
Centre”.)



The histories recounted in
Jewish Life and Times include
tales of Jewish fur traders in
the 18th century; Jewish farm

life in western Canada; pre-World War II Jewish-Mennonite relation-
ships in Winkler (from whence Harold Buchwald hailed); a history of
Jewish cemeteries in Manitoba; a section on the role of Rabbi
Kahanovitch in national affairs; Fred Stambrook’s study of Jewish life
in Bukovina in east central Europe in the years before World War I;
Jewish and Ukrainian cultural and artistic interrelationships in the
interwar period in Ukraine: Stone’s research into Winnipeg Jewish and
Polish newspaper coverage of the unfolding Holocaust circa 1939-
1945; and Evelyn Hecht’s account of the recent Argentinian Jewish
immigration to Winnipeg and her role in attracting the immigrants and
helping them adapt to their new home and community.

As part of the evening, Stone invited various of the researchers who
were in attendance to come up and discuss their work and how they
came to be involved (in most cases through their connection with
Stone). 

Among the speakers were University of Winnipeg historians Scott
Stephen, who
wrote the piece
about the fur
traders; and John
Lehr, who
researched the
farm colonies,
Hans Werner also
of the University of
W i n n i p e g
(Assistant Profes-
sor, Mennonite
Studies) concern-
ing Winkler; and
M y r o s l a v
Shkandrij, Head of
the Department of
German and Slavic
Studies, University
of Manitoba, re
Jewish-Ukrainian
relations.

The two publica-
tions are available
through the Jewish
Heritage Centre
(477-7460 or
email 

jhc@jhcwc.org).

Gray Academy students honoured for ecosystem project
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Gray Academy to present Willy Wonka Junior
For the first time the Gray Academy will be using the Berney Theatre
as a venue for a school musical.From November 24-26 Grades 5-6
will be presenting “Willy Wonka Junior”, which is an adaptation of
the famed children’s story, Willy Wonka and the Chocolate Factory,
especially suited for young children. Showtime is 7:00 pm. Tickets
are $10 and are available either at the door or at the school office
(ph. 477-7410). In the picture above are two of the stars of the show:
LIAT STITZ (left) and GABI HALL.

Jewish Heritage Centre
(Cont. from page 10.)

By BERNIE BELLAN

Two students at the Gray
Academy were recently recog-
nized for their contribution
toward understanding how
ecosystems develop.

On Thursday, October 29,
Tuxedo MLA Heather Stefanson
presented the students, Sergei
Didenko and Benji Leibl, with
certificates of recognition.

The ecosystem project, which
is located on the second floor of
the Gray Academy, was born out
of the ideas the two had while
working in the special education
center under the supervision of
Judith Hoogstraten. Both
Didenko and Leibl share a keen
interest in how ecosystems work.

They began by researching
how an ecosystem works and
cataloguing all the different
species that would be placed in the system they planned on creating.
The two boys also worked with the company that built the ecosystem
so that they would understand how it worked, and what they needed
to do in order to maintain the balance within the large glass tank. 

As the project progressed, Didenko and Leibl furthered their knowl-
edge of what species could be placed in the tank. They quickly
learned that an ecosystem is in many ways really a case of “survival of
the fittest”. 

At the beginning they lost a
number of frogs and small lizards
to larger prey. A year into the
project they have come to real-
ize, through research, along with
trial and error, which species can
live together in harmony. At the
present time the boys continue to
support the ecosystem through
management of the water levels,
food supplies and the replenish-
ing of species that pass away in
the tank. At the end of the 2008-
2009 school year the boys pre-
pared a power point presentation
with text and pictures to present
to elementary classrooms.

Students from all over the
school continue to be amazed at
the ecosystem and each day you
can find students with their noses
pressed up against the glass peer-
ing in to see what is new.

Tuxedo M.L.A. Heather Stefanson (left) presented certificates of
recognition to ecosystem project designers Sergei Didenko (standing
next to Stefanson), and Benji Leibl, along with their teacher, Judith
Hoogstraten.



By BERNIE BELLAN

Some 35 individuals
attended a session led
by interfaith expert Dr.
Kerry Olitzky, Monday
evening, October 26,
at Brock Corydon
School.

Olitzky was brought
into Winnipeg by the
Winnipeg Jewish
Federation for the
expressed purpose of
facilitating a dialogue
with couples who are
in an interfaith rela-
tionship. He was intro-
duced by Fay
Rosenbe rg -Cohen ,
Planning Director for
the Federation.

(In explaining the purpose of his being here,
Olitzky, who is an ordained rabbi, had noted
in an interview with this writer that his reach-
ing out to interfaith couples was also meant
to include lesbian, gay, bisexual, and trans-
gendered individuals, who may also by part

of an interfaith relationship.)
Olitzky began his remarks

by suggesting that intermar-
riage “is the most pressing
issue facing the North
American Jewish community.”

Rather than viewing it as a
problem, however, he said
that he sees the issue “as a
great opportunity”.

While individuals in an
interfaith relationship should
“understand that the Jewish
community wants them to par-
ticipate,” Olitzky said, “they
also have to have a desire to
participate”, he noted.

“I have to make Jewish insti-
tutions understand that not
only do they have to embrace
this population, I have to
teach them how,” Olitzky said.

Intermarried families “represent the over-
whelming majority of the Jewish population
in Winnipeg and throughout North America,”
Olitzky claimed. (He went on to explain that,
by saying that, he meant families in which
anyone is intermarried, not necessarily a son
or daughter.)

In addressing some of the key issues con-
fronting the Jewish community over the issue
of intermarriage, Olitzky suggested that Jews
have to get over some of their long-held atti-
tudes, which typically lead to the use of some
nasty pejoratives for non-Jews (which Olitzky
refuses to use in his day-to-day speech), such
as “goy”, “shagetz” and “shiksah”. (Ed. note:
That might be a good name for a law firm.)

“What do we call people who aren’t
Jewish?”, Olitzky asked. “Non Jews” was the
answer he gave (while refusing to recognize
the names listed above, but which audience
members quickly shouted out.)

Referring to people who aren’t Jewish as
“non Jews”, Olitzky suggested, is akin to hav-
ing a woman described as a “non man” by a
man. (Still, I must say that it’s hard to think of
any other term to describe someone who isn’t
Jewish without resorting to the litany of pejo-
ratives that Olitzky so roundly rejects.)

Following upon his introductory remarks,
Olitzky introduced two audience members
who had agreed to participate in a panel, and
describe their own experiences as Jewish
spouses married to spouses who aren’t
Jewish. The two were thirtysomethings Steve
Offman and Matt Amihude.

In describing their backgrounds, it was
apparent that both Offman and Amihude had
strong identification with the Jewish commu-
nity. Both had attended Talmud Torah and
B’nai Brith Camp, and both were sometime
synagogue attendees. 

Olitzky asked both men where they had
met their spouses. Offman said that he had
met his wife at university, while Amihude said
he had met his wife at work. 

“Those are the two most common places for
couples to meet,” Olitzky noted.

He subsequently asked both Offman and
Amihude how much time elapsed from the
time they met the women who were to
become their wives to the day they actually
were married. In both cases the time was
about three years.

“By and large interfaith couples take longer
to get married” than non-interfaith couples,
Olitzky explained. “I look at intermarriage as
an interruption” of the background that both
members of an intermarried couple bring into
the relationship – something that, in Olitzky’s

view, explains why it usually takes interfaith
couples longer to reach the decision to make
a relationship permanent.

Olitzky turned to the rest of the audience to
comment on their own experiences and atti-
tudes toward intermarriage. One audience
member expressed her disappointment at a
newsletter sent out by a synagogue that she
attends with her Jewish husband, in which
the rabbi of the synagogue made a statement
to the effect that “intermarriage was con-
tributing to a sense of assimilation in the
Jewish community.”

“How does that make me feel?” the audi-
ence member asked.

“Frankly, we were a little confused,” she
noted. “We thought he was quite accepting of
intermarried couples.”

At that point in the evening I noted that The
Jewish Post & News had reported that only a
little more than 4,000 members of the Jewish
community here actually went to high holi-
day services this year. 

There are Jews who don’t feel any more a
sense of belonging to the Jewish community
than many non-Jewish members of intermar-
ried couples, I suggested. (At that point Fay
Rosenberg-Cohen suggested that was a sub-
ject for discussion at a later date.)

Demonstrating his wry wit, Olitzky noted
the contradiction inherent in “parents spend-
ing their lives wanting to hang on to their
children…We raise our children to be inde-
pendent and are disappointed when they
are!” (by marrying outside of the faith).

One of the questions that was raised by
another audience member was the increas-
ingly looming issue of intermarried couples
not being able to be buried together in a
Jewish cemetery. (For more on this, see “Short
Takes” on page 4.)

Yet another issue brought up was the ques-
tion of non-Jewish spouses not being allowed
to participate in synagogue affairs. 

“There is no reason halachically that a non-
Jewish person cannot vote in a synagogue,”
Olitzky insisted. “When someone is pushed
out they may decide to leave altogether,” he
suggested.

Further, this lack of acceptance is one of the
reasons that the majority of intermarried cou-
ples who do affiliate with an organized reli-
gious group join the Unitarian Church,
Olitzky noted. (The Unitarian Church’s credo
is humanitarian oriented and includes the
notion of respecting both Jewish and
Christian teachings.)

One of the more interesting observations
that Olitzky made during the course of the
evening was “that one of the reasons that
intermarriage has increased is that there is a
much greater tendency for non-Jews being
willing to marry Jews” than was the case in
the past. 

“It used to be much harder to be Jewish,”
Olitzky claimed. He pointed to quotas in pro-
fessional schools as an example. (Gee - what
about all those stories I used to hear from my
sisters about non-Jewish girls deliberately
chasing after Jewish boys in university so that
they could “catch” a Jewish husband? Okay,
that was the 60’s, but wasn’t that a fairly com-
monly held notion?)

In closing, Olitzky emphasized that the sin-
gle most important issue arising from inter-
marriage is not “who you’re marrying, but
how you’re going to raise your children.”

“The future is really in our hands,” he said.
“I do know I can do something about an
inclusive Jewish community by the decisions
you make here and now.”

Interfaith couples listen to expert sponsored by Jewish Federation
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Community news

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
is pleased to present

Sara Kreindler in Concert

Saturday November 7 at 7:30 pm 
Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10, 

Tel: 488-0207
1077 Grant and Wilton,
in Temple Shalom Hall

across from Grant Park Shopping Centre
(more parking up the ramp west of building)

Bring friends & family for a coffee/tea, a munchie
(included) and come for an casual evening of smokey

vocals mixed with sardonic humour.
For later, bring an instrument, a song, a voice, an ear,

a smile, a joke for interactive jam session.
The magic comes from everyone bringing their own

spark - who knows how hot it will be! 

DR. KERRY OLITZKY
“Intermarriage is the most press-
ing issue facing the North
American Jewish community.”
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On the night of November 9, 1938, ram-
paging mobs throughout Germany, Austria
and Sudetenland freely attacked Jews in the
street, in their homes and at their places of
work and worship. At least 96 Jews were
killed and hundreds more were injured. More
than 1,000 synagogues were set on fire,
almost 7,500 Jewish businesses were
destroyed, cemeteries and schools were van-
dalized and 30,000 Jews were arrested and
sent to concentration camps. 

Kristallnacht will be remembered this year
during a special service preceding the com-
munity-wide guest lecture by Professor
Harold Troper from the Department of Theory
and Policy Studies, OISE/University of
Toronto.

During his presentation “More than just
games: Canada and the 1936 Olympics”,
Professor Troper will discuss the 1936
Olympics. Nazi Germany camouflaged its

racism and militarism while hosting the 1936
Winter and Summer Olympics. Professor
Troper will offer insights into the Nazis’ anti-
semitic policies, Canada’s participation in the
Games, its response to the international boy-
cott debate and the experiences of individual
athletes.

Professor Troper’s research of the 1936
Olympiad with Professor Richard Menkis
(University of British Columbia) was funded
by the Vancouver Holocaust Education
Centre. It is now the basis for an exhibit that
opened on October 15th at the Vancouver
Holocaust Education Centre.

Professor Troper has co-authored several
books, including the highly acclaimed None
is Too Many, which was listed by the Literary
Review of Canada in “The LRC 100: Canada’s
Most Important Books”.

Please join us on Monday, November 9,

2009 at 7:00 pm in the Berney Theatre at the
Asper Jewish Community Campus (123
Doncaster Street).

Additionally, Professor Troper will be pre-
senting “History of a History: The Story
Behind None is Too Many” on Monday,
November 9, 2:30 pm at the University of
Manitoba, 409 Tier Building.

The community-wide Kristallnacht program
is presented by the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg in conjunction with the Freeman
Family Foundation Holocaust Education
Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada and the Jewish Studies
Research Circle of the University of
Manitoba.

For more information, please call 477-7400
or visit www.jewishwinnipeg.org.

KRISTALLNACHT COMMUNITY-WIDE PROGRAM
“More than Just Nazi Games: Canada and the 1936 Olympics”



In response to my
last column about
Yom Kippur in Pisa, I
received phone calls
and e-mails from
friends and acquain-
tances. People
stopped me at par-
ties, at the Rady
Centre, and at

Safeway. Some were interested in the Pisa
Jewish Community, while others wanted to
tell me of their synagogue experiences
around the world. Why did this article strike
a chord with so many?

I don’t know about you, but I have always
been curious about Jews in other lands. If
given the chance to attend a synagogue ser-
vice in another country, would I know the
tunes and prayers? What are the ties that bind
us together? It is this curiosity that has made
me seek out the Jewish communities when-
ever my husband and I take a trip outside
Canada.

Yet most of my attempts have ended in frus-

tration. 
Some years ago, we visited Antwerp. It has

an active Orthodox Jewish Community (a
result of a history of tolerance and successful
diamond merchants), but who could find a
synagogue? After walking through this pic-
turesque city and gazing longingly into the
many Jewelry store windows, we stopped at
Friedman’s. Mr. F., a trim Orthodox Jew in
kipa and tsitsis took the time to give us a les-
son in what to look for when buying dia-
monds (“Unfortunately, not all jewelers here
are honest,” he warned). That year, our visit
coincided with Yiskor, so I asked him where I
could go to a service. He suggested a syna-
gogue with a more “Liberal” tradition, and
gave me the address (not the name) along
with explicit directions on how to get there
from my hotel.

The next day, while my husband attended a
conference, I set out,
full of hope, but
there were no name-
plates on any of the
buildings along the
way. How would I
find the shul? As I
turned one corner I
saw a building that
looked like it just
might be the right
place. I entered
and… Oy Vey! What I thought was a shul
turned out to be a schule (House of Study)!
Bearded and bespectacled, scholars and
Yeshiva boys looked up from their books and
scrolls, horrifed to see A WOMAN in their
domain! I made a hasty exit, and never did
find that Yiskor service.

A year later, while in Madrid, we chanced
upon a Judaica store on a side street. The
owner, a young woman, told us that her
ancestors, who were originally Spanish, were
forced to flee to Morocco hundreds of years
ago. Her father and other Jews had returned
to the city after World War Two. Thereafter,
Madrid did have a viable, but small Jewish
community. She suggested we visit Toledo,
where Jews, Christians and Moslems had
once lived peacefully together, but that was
long ago. Now there were no Jews and no
services there.

One synagogue had been transformed into
a stable, then used a military barracks. It now
sat empty. Only the Hebrew inscription

etched along the border of the ceiling gave
away its original purpose. Another syna-
gogue, which had been used as a church, had
been turned into a tourist attraction – a muse-
um for a culture that no longer existed. “Here
is a Kiddish Cup”, one exhibit read. “The
Jews used to use this as part of their Sabbath
ritual.” 

In Granada, on our way up to the Alhambra
Palace, we passed a large building that was
decorated with a fresco of the Virgin Mary.
Our guide told us that this building, now a
church, had been the main synagogue of
Granada and was where the Inquisition Edict
was signed.

And we had no luck when looking to attend
a service in a synagogue in Lisbon. “This syn-
agogue is in danger of closing,” its rabbi told
us. “There are not enough congregants to
support this shul, and I am leaving this pulpit

for one in the United States.”
His congregants were mainly
Marranos who had returned
to Judaism and were valiantly
trying to keep the building
open. 

Even in the Venice Ghetto
(the oldest established Jewish
ghetto), you would never
have guessed that there were
five synagogues located
amongst the nondescript

buildings. Each one had its own unique and
ornate interior, and of the five, only two were
open, but only on Jewish holidays.

We had to phone ahead for an appointment
to visit the shul in Istanbul. A friend and her
husband, who spent a Yom Kippur there, had
told me that the service was reminiscent of
one from their Winnipeg childhood, where
congregants were asked to bid for the privi-
lege of carrying the Torah. 

It is a large synagogue, with a Hebrew
school and community centre, but a wave of
anti-Semitism and a bomb blast in 1986 in its
Sanctuary, killing the rabbi and 21 worship-
pers, convinced many to emigrate. To enter,
we had to pass Israeli guards, relinquish our
passports and go through a metal detector. 

So what have I learned from my travels?
How lucky we are to live in North America! 

Despite the challenges of intermarriage and
assimilation, we still have vibrant communi-
ties and synagogues here and, most impor-
tantly, the freedom to be who we are.

Looking for a synagogue in every city Jill visits is no easy task
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Jill Brandes/U.S. news

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

One synagogue had been
transformed into a stable,

then used a military barracks.
It now sat empty. Only the
Hebrew inscription etched

along the border of the
ceiling gave away its original

purpose.

ADL survey: Anti-Semitism at low point
WASHINGTON (JTA) - The level of anti-Semitism in the United States has tied a historic low

point, according to an Anti-Defamation League poll. 
The survey, which was released Thursday, found that 12 precent of Americans hold anti-

Semitic views, down from 15 percent in 2007 and matching the 12 percent figure recorded in
1998. The highest number on record was 29 percent in 1964. 

The poll of 1,200 men and women has a margin of error of plus or minus 2.8 percent. 
It asks respondents whether they agree with 11 statements about Jews - such as whether they

are “more loyal to Israel than America” and whether they have “too much power in the U.S.
today” - and are classified as holding anti-Semitic views if they agree with six of them. 

The survey also found that foreign-born Hispanics and African Americans continue to hold
anti-Semitic views at much greater levels than other Americans, with 35 percent and 28 per-
cent of the two groups falling into that category, respectively. Eighteen percent of U.S.-born
Hispanics hold such views, the poll found. 

In other findings, 30 percent of respondents agreed that “American Jews are more loyal to
Israel than to America” and 29 percent believe that Jews are responsible for the death of Christ. 

“The fact that anti-Semitic attitudes have reached their lowest point to date is good news, the
product of many years of constant and intense efforts by ADL and others to make America a
more accepting society,” ADL national director Abraham Foxman said in a statement. 

“At the same time, there continues to be violence targeting Jews and an increasing use of
anti-Semitic conspiracy theories. We can’t dismiss that 12 percent of the American people
means that there are still over 30 million Americans that hold anti-Semitic views.” 



One of my
favourite Winnipeg
aunties, Aunty Dora,
truly made a cooking
impression on me
when I was a young
girl. 

She still is an avid
cook, and has her
children and grand-

children over regularly for her Sunday din-
ners. 

Aunty Dora always made you feel so com-
fortable when you dropped in to say hello.
She pulled out her tins of home-baked cook-
ies, and while drinking a coffee, Aunty Dora
and Uncle Aaron always made the time to lis-
ten. 

I have included a couple of my favourites
she gave to me.

* * *
WEIGHT WATCHERS BAKED CHICKEN 

(Makes 12 pieces)
12 pieces skinless chicken
4 carrots, steamed
1 large, green pepper
1 red pepper
1 onion
Method: 

Cut the vegetables in large chunks. Roast
them with 1 teaspoon olive oil at 400 F for 20
minutes. Wash and dry pieces of chicken.
Dip each piece in flour. 

Spray a pan with Pam and brown each
chicken piece on medium heat. 

Place roasted vegetables and pieces of
chicken in a shallow dish and add the fol-
lowing on top. 
Sauce:
3/4 cup orange juice
1/4 cup ketchup
1/4 cup honey
1/4 cup soya sauce 

Cover the dish with foil tightly for 20 min-
utes at 400 F. Then uncover for 20 minutes.
Stir in a little cornstarch to thicken. Enjoy. 

* * *
BRAISED CHICKEN WITH MUSHROOMS
AND PEARL ONIONS FROM THE MAYO

CLINIC 
(Serves 4)

1/4 cup plain flour
1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon freshly ground, black pepper
6 pieces of skinless, boned chicken (2

breasts, 2 thighs and 2 legs)
1 1/2 tablespoons olive oil
1 pound small, button mushrooms
1/2 pound peeled, pearl onions
3/4 cup vegetable or chicken stock
1/2 cup dry, red wine
2 tablespoons balsamic vinegar
2 tablespoons freshly-chopped thyme leaves
Method: 

In a shallow dish, dredge the chicken
pieces in flour seasoned with salt and pepper.
In a heavy saucepan, add the olive oil over
medium heat and brown the chicken pieces
turning on both sides. 

Place the chicken on a platter. 
Add the mushrooms and onions to the pan

and brown all together for 4 minutes. Stir in
the stock and wine, and deglaze the pan stir-
ring with a wooden spoon. 

Return the chicken to the pan and bring to
boil. Cover and reduce to low for 45 minutes.
Stir in the vinegar, thyme and some salt and
pepper. Serve with the mushrooms and
onions. Enjoy.

* * *
AUNTY DORA’S CINNAMON TWISTS 

(Makes about 4 dozen)
3 eggs
1 cup brown sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
2 teaspoons baking powder
Pinch of salt
Pinch of baking soda
3 cups flour
Method: 

Beat eggs, oil and
sugar well for a few
minutes. Add dry
ingredients. Shape
cookies into twists
and roll in cinna-
mon and sugar mix-
ture. Bake at 350 F.
Enjoy.

* * *
AUNTY DORA’S

SALISBURY STEAK 
(Makes 12 servings)

Salisbury steak is
an old dinner classic
but this updated ver-
sion is healthier.
6 ounces minced
onion
3 tablespoons parve

margarine (Fleischmann’s)
2 pounds lean, ground beef or ground chick-
en
3 eggs or 6 tablespoons egg whites
8 ounces bread crumbs 
4 ounces flat-leaf parsley
12 ounces cooked and diced button mush-
rooms
2 tablespoons flour
1-1/2 cups vegetable, beef or chicken stock
(Homemade stock preferred because it is the
least in salt content)
1 tablespoon minced garlic
2 red onions sliced inch and grilled 
Method: 

Sauté onions and garlic in one tablespoon
margarine until translucent and set aside to
cool. Mix ground meat with cooled onion
mixture, eggs, bread crumbs and parsley.
Form into 4 ounce patties and sauté in
remaining margarine. 

Brown on both sides. In a saucepan melt a
small amount of margarine and add the flour.
Stir. 

Begin adding the stock a third at a time,
whisking and bringing to simmer each time,
making sure there are no lumps. Add mush-
rooms and simmer for half-an-hour. 

Place patties in a roasting pan and pour
gravy over patties and bake in a preheated
375 F oven for 45 minutes.

Garnish with grilled onions and serve.
Enjoy.

Some of Francine’s Aunty Dora’s favourite recipes
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Recipes/Israel news

By

FRANCINE TELLER

Racy Refaeli billboards replaced following complaints
JERUSALEM (JTA) - A billboard

showing model Bar Refaeli wear-
ing only a blanket was replaced
with a more modest photo. 

The Fox clothing company on
Monday changed two giant bill-
boards along a major Tel Aviv
highway following complaints
from the fervently Orthodox
community. 

The billboards had featured the
scantily clad Israeli supermodel
on a bed with Israeli “Survivor”
star Noam Tor. They were
exchanged for photos of the cou-
ple in winter clothing. 

Some fervently Orthodox
groups had threatened to boycott
the popular clothing chain. 

Israeli supermodel 
BAR RAFAELI



Rachel Mercer, of the Aviv String Quartet
has recently won the use of an eight million
dollar cello, for the next three years. Ms.
Mercer plays the ca.1696 Bonjour Antonio
Stradivarius cello on loan from the Canada
Council for the Arts. The cello will be travel-
ling with Ms. Mercer to Winnipeg for her per-
formance on Saturday, November 28th at
8:00 p.m. at the Rady JCC Israeli Concert
Series. Rachel Mercer is the recipient of the

Gold Medal from the Toronto Conservatory. 

For the Aviv Quartet’s North American tour,
violist Vadim Makhovskiy will be replacing
Shuli Waterman, who has left the quartet for
personal reasons. Vadim Makhovskiy
received his Bachelor of Music degree from
the Moscow Conservatory, where he studied
with famous violists Fyodor Druzhinin (to
whom Shostakovich dedicated his Viola

Sonata,) and international soloist Yuri
Bashmet . He has performed with the Russian
National Orchestra and with the members of
the Moscow Philharmonic under the baton of
conductor Vladislav Bulahov. He received
two graduate degrees from the Munich
University for Music and Theater. Makhovskiy
performs with the Atlantic Classical Orchestra
as Assistant Principal Violist and with the
Symphony of the Americas as Principal
Violist.

Aviv Quartet’s Sergey Ostrovsky, First
Violin, won first prize in the Israeli Violin
Competition, and was a finalist at the Lipizer
Competition in Italy. He has appeared as a
soloist and concertmaster with all the Israeli
orchestras. Evgenia Epshtein, Second Violin,
has performed as soloist and concertmistress
with orchestras throughout Israel.

This outstanding string quartet was founded
in Israel in 1997. It has gone on to become a
prizewinning chamber ensemble of interna-
tional acclaim. The Aviv String Quartet has
won first prize in chamber music competi-
tions in Australia, France, Netherlands, and
Austria. Aviv was also proclaimed “Best
Young Ensemble” by the culture ministries of
Germany, and Israel, and received Best
Musical Ensemble in Israel in 2003. The
quartet features Sergey Ostrovsky, First Violin,
Evgenia Epshtein, Second Violin, Vadim
Makhovskiy , Viola, and Rachel Mercer,
Cello.

During the last twelve years, the Aviv
Quartet has performed its repertoire of over
one hundred chamber works on some of the
world’s most important stages. 

The Aviv Quartet’s Winnipeg concert will
feature works from Schubert, Haydn, Dvorak,
and Israeli composer Uri Brener. The Aviv
String Quartet presents an evening of the
finest chamber music in “a reading as trim
and focused as you’re likely to hear.” (New
York Times)

The last show on this season’s Israeli
Concert Series is Saturday, January 16, 8:00
p.m. - Habanot Nechama. Habanot
Nechama features three Israeli divas with
guitars and fabulous voices. These women
are Israel’s Hottest Pop Trio. Don’t miss the
biggest hit on Israel’s indie world music
stage- Habanot Nechama is unforgettable!

The Richardson Partners Financial Israeli
Concert Series, produced by Karla
Berbrayer, is now in its eighth season at The
Rady Jewish Community Centre. All con-
certs take place in the Berney Theatre, Asper
Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster
Street. Free parking available in the Asper
Campus parking lot. 

Individual concert ticket information is list-
ed in the accompanying ad. 
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477-7510 WWW.RADYJCC.COM CLICK ON TICKET CENTRAL

BERNEY THEATRE
ASPER JEWISH
COMMUNITY CAMPUS 
123 DONCASTER STREET

MARJORIE AND MORLEY BLANKSTEIN

Habanot Nechama
SATURDAY JANUARY 16 8:00 PM
THREE ISRAELI DIVAS: 
ISRAEL’S HOTTEST POP TRIO 
Reggae influences, soul-folk melodies,  
one of a kind harmonies

Aviv String
Quartet

SATURDAY NOVEMBER 28 8:00 PM
AWARDED BEST MUSICAL 
ENSEMBLE IN ISRAEL
Works from Schubert, Haydn, Dvorák, 
and Israeli composer Uri Brener

CALL NOW 

FEW SEATS LEFT!

INDIVIDUAL TICKETS RADY JCC MEMBER: $32 NON-MEMBER: $36 STUDENT: $20

Aviv String Quartet Cellist wins the use of Eight Million Dollar Cello,
to be used in Israeli Concert Series performance at the Rady JCC



By SOPHIE SHULMAN, MD

I invited an old friend to a performance of the Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre’s most recent production, “Cherry Docs”, (which was present-
ed by the WJT from October 8-18.) The play was written by Canadian
David Gow in 1998. 

As it turned out, my friend had already seen the play. She said: “I saw
it. It was a very strange play, but well-staged.” 

“Strange?”, I thought. Well, the reference might mean “worth attend-
ing”, I hoped. 

As it turned out, watching this particular play was really worth the
time.  I found the story both inspiring and very timely, as it covered at
least two fundamental problems that pervade
contemporary life. What was especially inspir-
ing  was that “Cherry Docs” was optimistic that
these problems are ultimately solvable. 

The first question raised by the play is whether
militant extremists, be they neo-Nazi skinheads
(as in the play) or  Muslim Jihadists, (if we were
to think of  a more relevant,  contemporary sit-
uation) can ever be rehabilitated?   Is it possible
(even if very difficult) to have fanatics  rehabili-
tated into responsible, contributing society
members? The answer given in  “Cherry Docs”
is “YES” - in a most inspirational way.

The plot centres around  a neo-Nazi named
Mike, who is charged with the racially motivat-
ed beating murder of a Pakistani man. (Like
most skinheads, Mike wears ‘Cherry Doc
Marten’ boots with metal heels to tramp on vic-
tims’ heads - hence the name of the play). Mike
exudes hateful scorn. The explanation that he
gives for his crime is that  he was intoxicated
and angry: “We don’t need Pakis here.  He had
a job while I didn’t!

A legal-aid lawyer, Danny Dunkelman, a Jew,
is appointed to defend him. The confrontation
that ensues between lawyer and client, which is
supposed to transpire over a year, is depicted in
seven scattered days. At a personal level they
loathe and despise each other. Mike recites
anti-Semitic slurs with passion. He doesn’t hes-
itate to say something as vile as: “In an ideal
world I’d see you eliminated”. 

Yet, Mike realizes the desperateness of his sit-
uation, and hopes that, ultimately, Danny will
defend him because, as Mike sarcastically
notes:  Danny  is a “liberal” a  “humanist” a
“democrat”, who believes in “checks and bal-
ances” (Ed. note: In other words, Danny is a
member of Temple Shalom.) 

Mike relies for his defence exactly upon the
fact that Danny, being a humanist and liberal,
will feel duty-bound to defend the First
Amendment.

This brings up a second (closely related to the
first), no less important question: Can a “liberal
humanist” (in this case, a Jew) defend a racist,
fundamentalist fanatic (in this case - a neo-
Nazi, white supremacist)? Can the moral
strength and superiority of a stereotypical liber-
al win over a stereotypical hate-mongering
racist?

At one point Danny recalls an experience he
once had when he had to lock himself in his car
to protect himself from a rogue gang.  Danny
asks himself: “Do I hate these people?” 

His answer is: “No. I’m just afraid of them.”
Mike is scared, as well - of all the “different”
people, but the difference between him and
Danny is that he does hate those “different”
people. 

In the end the  play delivers an encouraging
outcome, with Danny winning a  moral victory.
Danny wants Mike to fully participate in creat-
ing his “brilliant” defense -  the only way, he
believes, of making Mike wake up, “stand up”,
and become accountable. Mike’s ultimate trans-
formation occurs when Danny forces Mike to
repeatedly read out loud what his victim had

dictated from his hospital deathbed, and Mike breaks down in sobs.
Danny’s struggle to rehabilitate Mike is successful, but it comes at a

very high cost. As Danny invests increasing amounts of time into reha-
bilitating Mike, he loses the support of his colleagues, and his wife
leaves him.  In the beginning of the play Mike makes a  joke about
“the Hoax-a-caust.” By the end, he says to Danny: “There is some
good in me.”

The 90-minute long play alternates between the Danny/Mike dia-
logues in prison, and the monologues they address  to the audience.
“Cherry Docs” continues a tradition that WJT Artistic Director Michael
Nathanson has established of presenting controversial, thought-pro-
voking material.

Some thoughts on “Cherry Docs”
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Theatre

CALL VISIT CLICK
942-6537 MTC Patron Services www.mtc.mb.ca
1-877-446-4500 174 Market Ave.
(toll-free) Monday to Saturday, 10am - 6pm
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CAN A SON ATONE FOR HIS FATHER’S SINS?
What would you do if you found out someone you loved was part of history’s 
most gruesome event? It’s not the answers that matter but the act of asking 
the questions that’s important. A stirring tale of redemption, East of Berlin is 
“an evening of theatre that you miss strictly at your peril.” (TORONTO STAR)

DIRECTED BY ALISA PALMER     STARRING DIANA DONNELLY, PAUL DUNN AND BRENDAN GALL

“Hard-hitting play packs emotional wallop” – CALGARY HERALD
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The annual community book burial took place on October 20th at Bnay Abraham cemetery. Photos by Rabbi Ari Ellis.

Community Book Burial

Israel denies blood
diamond 

accusations
JERUSALEM (JTA) -

Israel refuted accusa-
tions by a United
Nations panel that it
was involved in the
blood diamond trade. 

The U.N. panel on
Tuesday said Israel was
involved in the illegal
export and sale of dia-
monds from the Ivory
Coast. It also said the
United Arab Emirates,
Lebanon, Guinea and
Liberia were not
enforcing a U.N.
embargo on buying the
diamonds mined in the
West African nation. 

A blood diamond, or
conflict stone, refers to a
diamond mined in a war
zone and sold to finance
an insurgency or war-
lord, usually in Africa.
Civil wars in Angola,
Sierra Leone and Liberia
were financed largely by
an underground dia-
mond trade. 



By RANDI-LEIGH MICHANIUK

Every year, thousands of chil-
dren and youth in Winnipeg are
hit with overwhelming crises.
Homelessness, abuse, addictions
and suicide rates are on the rise,
and it takes the dedication and
hard work of agencies that serve
youth to make a difference in the
community. Some youngsters
simply need guidance, while
others need much more.

Emily Shane, Executive
Director of Jewish Child and
Family Service (JCFS), leads her
professional staff to strengthen
the lives of those in the Jewish
community who need help in
one way or another. And that is
why Macdonald Youth Services
(MYS) is presenting her with the
2010 Sir Hugh John Macdonald
Memorial Award. 

“The Sir Hugh John Macdonald
Memorial Award is presented to
someone who demonstrates values of respect and fairness towards
youth, as well as practical assistance for youth,” said Dr. Erma
Chapman, Executive Director at MYS. “Emily has a powerful track
record of caring and fostering hope in our community.”

JCFS has a long, rich history of protecting and caring for youth and
families in Winnipeg. It began serving the Jewish community at the
turn of the century and, over time, the history and social change mor-

phed into what the agency is today; a place
where all voices are heard and needs are
realized, while keeping with Jewish Values. 

“There are amazing things that take place
behind the scenes when it comes to serving
children, youth and families,” said Philipa
Caplan, Director of Donor Relations at MYS.
“Emily and her professional staff at JCFS
make extremely positive changes for those in
the community who need it most.”

Emily has worked extensively with people
of all ages and origins as a social worker for
over 35 years. She serves the needs of the
most vulnerable, empowers those who need
to overcome difficult crises and celebrates
the achievements of those who have suc-
ceeded in reaching their goals. She partici-
pates on numerous Boards and committees,
including the Manitoba Interfaith
Immigration Council and Jewish Immigrant

Aid Services (JIAS National).
“Emily is one of the most humble, unassuming people I have ever

met,” said Philipa Caplan. “There is no question why she was nomi-
nated for the Sir Hugh John Macdonald Memorial Award. The mission
of MYS is very similar to that of JCFS; to foster hope and opportunities
for youth and their families. Emily embodies this mission - she goes
above and beyond in helping every child realize his or her optimum
potential.”

Emily Shane will be presented with the Sir Hugh John Macdonald
Memorial Award on April 15, 2010 at the MYS Gala Dinner Under the
Big Top. For more information on the Sir Hugh John Macdonald
Memorial Award, please contact Philipa Caplan at
External.Relations@mys.mb.ca or 477-1722. 
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Macdonald Youth Services honours Emily Shane for
helping, saving and changing lives

Israeli Art Therapist to
speak at conference

Judith Siano, a registered Israeli Art Therapist, will
be one of the guest speakers at the 30th annual
Canadian Art Therapy conference, referred to as The
Candaian Mosiac. The conference will take place at
the Clarion Hotel in Winnipeg between November
5-7, 2009.

Judith Siano, M.A. is employed as a lecturer and
supervisor at the training program for Art Therapists
and clinical supervisors at the Haifa University,
Israel. She serves as an advisor for therapeutic inter-
ventions at boarding schools for street children and
youth. She is the head of the ethics committee at the
Israeli Association of Creative and Expressive
Therapies and has published several papers about
ethics, trauma and Art Therapy. 

The field of Art Therapy in Canada is well estab-
lished with clinicians providing services to a spec-
trum of client populations in many diverse settings
including schools, rehabilitation centers, the justice
system, mental and medical health, private practice
and elderly care

The Canadian Mosaic is an international confer-
ence which aims to share knowledge about the
many diverse applications of Art Therapy in contem-
porary practice across Canada. It will feature a his-
torical and developmental perspective of the field of
Art Therapy within North America. In addition, the
conference endeavors to provide hands-on Art
Therapy workshops and similarly showcase other
Creative Art Therapies.

Judith Siano will invite conference attendants to
create artwork with used basic material (found
objects). This workshop is called “Holly Junk”.
During the activity they will discover their – some-
times - opposing inner strengths. 

For more information, please call: Lori Boyko:
lboyko@hotmail.com

CATA website and registration information:
www.catainfo.ca

EMILY SHANE, 
Executive Director of 

Jewish Child and Family Service

PHILIPA CAPLAN, 
Director of Donor

Relations at 
Macdonald Youth

Services 

Nazi seeks prosecutor’s ouster as trial begins
BERLIN (JTA) - One of the last major Nazi war

crimes trials began in Germany with a former SS
member demanding a new chief prosecutor. 

Heinrich Boere, 88, is charged with having
shot to death three Dutch resistance fighters in
the Netherlands in 1944. 

The trial opened Wednesday in the District
Court of Aachen. 

As the defendant watched from his wheelchair
behind bulletproof glass, defense attorney
Gordon Christiansen said that prosecuting attor-
ney Ulrich Maass was unfit to handle the case
after saying on television that he was deter-
mined to convict Boere “at any price.” Maass
later downplayed the accusation while speaking
with reporters outside the courtroom. 

The trial will resume Monday. 
Boere, who has not contested that he shot the three civilians, was ruled fit to stand

trial in July, reversing a lower court decision. He had told Focus magazine in April
that he was following orders when he killed them. 

“It was not difficult,” he told the magazine. “You just had to bend a finger.” 
A Dutch national, Boere fled to Germany and adopted German nationality after

being found guilty in Holland, where a death sentence was commuted to life. 
The trial of accused Nazi guard John Demjanjuk is set to begin in Munich next

month. 

Study: Holocaust survivors at higher risk for cancer
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Jewish Holocaust survivors are at a higher risk for cancer, a

study found. 
The study, conducted by researchers at the University of Haifa and published online

Monday in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute, compared the cancer rates of
more than 300,000 European-born Jews who immigrated to Israel before or during
World War II and those who immigrated after World War II until 1989. 

Both groups have higher rates of cancer than other Jewish and non-Jewish groups
in Israel. 

Exposure to the Holocaust was found to increase, by at least 17 percent, the risk of
contracting all kinds of cancers in both sexes - the strongest risks were for breast, lung
and colorectal cancer. The younger a person was exposed to the Holocaust, the high-
er the risk of cancer, the study found. 

Dr. Lital Keinan-Boker of Haifa University’s School of Public Health, Faculty of
Welfare and Health Sciences led the research team. 

HEINRICH BOERE
Says it wasn’t difficult to shoot

civilians.
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VisionTV commemorates
Holocaust Education

Week
Highlights include Gemini Award-

winning documentary “Hana’s Suitcase”

Holocaust Education Week, which takes place
this year from November 1  to 11, is a time to
reaffirm our collective responsibility to oppose
the kind of murderous hatred that claimed six
million Jewish lives in World War Two.

Canada’s VisionTV commemorates this solemn
occasion with a series of special presentations
airing on Tuesday, Nov. 10, starting at 10 p.m.
ET / 7 p.m. PT.:

“Great Souls: Elie Wiesel”
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 10 p.m. ET / 7 p.m. PT

Elie Wiesel was 15 years old when he and his
family were forced to leave their home in
Romania and herded aboard a train bound for
the Nazi death camp at Auschwitz. His parents
and younger sister would perish in the months
that followed. Wiesel himself survived and went
on to become a successful journalist after the
War. But it took more than a decade before he
could bring himself to speak or write about his
experiences. When at last he found the words,
Wiesel produced one of the most important
books ever written about the Holocaust: the
1958  memoir, Night. 
Awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1986, Wiesel
has made it his mission to remind the world of
past horrors so that they may never repeat them-
selves, and to speak out on behalf of victims of
violence and injustice all over the world, from
South Africa to Darfur. This hour-long documen-
tary, hosted by former Time Magazine corre-
spondent David Aikman, looks at the life and
times of Elie Wiesel, and weighs the impact of
his efforts  “to invoke the past as a shield for the
future.”

“Hana’s Suitcase: An Odyssey of Hope”
Tuesday, Nov. 10, 11 p.m. ET / 8 p.m. PT

In a nondescript building in downtown Tokyo,
the children flocked to  see it: a small, empty
suitcase bearing a girl’s name. It belonged  to
Hana Brady, who came from Nove Mesto,
Czechoslovakia and died at Auschwitz in 1944.
She was 13. Hana’s Suitcase became a source of
fascination to the young people who visited
Tokyo’s Holocaust Education Resource Centre. 
Determined to learn more about its owner, the
Centre’ s curator, Fumiko Ishioka, began a
search that would take her around the world.
Joe Schlesinger’s Gemini Award-winning 2001
documentary traces her journey, which led
finally to Toronto, and to an unexpected discov-
ery.

“Into the Arms of Strangers: Stories Of The
Kindertransport”
Tuesday, Nov. 10, Midnight ET / 9 p.m. PT

In the months prior to World War Two, Great
Britain conducted an  extraordinary rescue mis-
sion, opening its doors to more than 10,000
Jewish and other children from Germany,
Austria and Czechoslovakia.  
These children were taken into foster homes and
hostels in Britain, expecting eventually to be
reunited with their parents. Most never saw their
families again. This Oscar-winning documen-
tary, narrated by Dame Judi Dench chronicles a
remarkable rescue operation and its impact on
the lives of the children who were saved.

Handicapped golfer and friends raising
money to buy golf cart for the handicapped

By MYRON LOVE 

Harold Swick long had a passion for golf.
However, four years ago, the Winnipeg
Jewish businessman was struck down with
an infection that left him a paraplegic.
Today, though, with the help of his close
friend Butch Hochman, and through his
own efforts, Swick is back on the golf
course.  

Now, as a result of his own experience at
overcoming his handicap sufficiently to
return to playing golf, Swick and Hochman
are holding a fundraising evening – on
Friday, November 13,  at Larters Golf and
Country Club, to try to make it possible for
other handicapped golfers to continue to
enjoy the game.

After the initial shock of his friend’s ill-
ness, Hochman came to believe that
Swick’s passion for golf was a key to his
recovery. 

Thus, he researched the internet and
learned about a golf cart specifically built
for handicapped golfers. The single rider
carts have hand controls, a swivel/elevat-
ing seat and turf-friendly weight distribu-
tion, tires and suspension.

Hochman and Swick approached Peter
Ewert, the manager at Larters (where the
two friends are members),  about the possi-
bility of acquiring one of the Adaptive Golf
Carts and developing a program for handi-
capped golfers. Ewert responded positively
and enthusiastically. 

The threesome approached other golfers,
as well as health and rehab organizations
and seniors groups for support, and were
able to raise enough money to buy one of
the carts for Larters for the summer of
2008.

The carts cost between $8,000 and
$10,000 each,” Swick notes.

Swick himself has made a remarkable
recovery. He works out three times a week
at the Rady Centre (where his daughter,
Candace, works with seniors) and is now
able to get around with a walker.

The drawback to having the Adaptive
Cart only at Larters over the spring and
summer, Swick notes, is that the course is

hard for people with disabilities to access
because many handicap van services won’t
take passengers with disabilities beyond
the Perimeter.

Ideally, Swick and Hochman and their
supporters would like to be able to buy
four or five of the carts and have them
available at golf courses in Winnipeg. “We
hope to have a cart in place at either the
Windsor Park or Kildonan Golf Course for
next season.

Swick would also like to see a golf tour-
nament organized for the disabled.

Tickets for the dinner and card game at
Larters are $50 each. Readers can contact
either Swick (229-5879) or Hochman (228-
1212) for tickets.

Swick notes that the Larters cart will be at
the Golf Dome throughout the winter. “We
play golf at the GolfDome every Sunday,”
he says. 

Statement by Anita Neville following Rabbi Berkal’s passing
In the House of Commons - October 26, 2009
STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS
Hon. Anita Neville (Winnipeg South Centre, Lib.):
“Mr. Speaker, I stand today to pay tribute to and honour the

memory of Rabbi Louis Berkel who died last week in Winnipeg
at the age of 95.

In 1954, he joined the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in Winnipeg
where he served as a cantor and assistant rabbi for over 50
years. A soft-spoken man, he has been described by many as a
gentle soul. His work, his teaching and his kindness, coupled
with his humility and his dedication to the immediate needs of
both the Jewish and non-Jewish communities of Winnipeg,
made him greatly loved and respected. His cantorial voice
soared when he chanted the traditional prayers, allowing him to
draw those around him into the spiritual space he inhabited.

His legacy will be in the lives well lived by the thousands of
students who were privileged to have him as their teacher. I
would like to quote the words of the Dalai Lama, for they exemplify the life of this very
special man: 

Love and compassion are necessities, not luxuries. Without them humanity cannot sur-
vive.”

HON. ANITA
NEVILLE 

HAROLD SWICK
Four years ago, he was struck with an
infection that left him a paraplegic.



There is at present a
relatively prominent
Jewish Foreman on
the boxing scene and
he has his sights set
on both a boxing title
and becoming an
Orthodox rabbi. 

Yuri is not to be
confused with the
two-time former
World Heavyweight boxing
champion, George Foreman,
who was voted one of the 25
greatest fighters of all time by
Ring Magazine, the boxing bible,
and who also has a religious bent
being an ordained Christian min-
ister with his own church. 

Yuri, who is undefeated in 27
professional bouts, and is at pre-
sent the North American Boxing
Federation middleweight title
holder, will be challenging super
welterweight champion Daniel
Santos (37-3-1) in a 12-rounder
for his World Boxing Association
title on November 14th in Las
Vegas. 

Twenty-nine year old Yuri was
born in the city of Gomel in pre-
sent-day Belarus, then part of the
Soviet Union, and moved to
Israel at age nine. He relocated
to Brooklyn, N.Y. near the turn of
the century in order to pursue a
boxing career. 

As for his religious leanings,
Foreman studies the Talmud and
Jewish mysticism in the morning,
and trains for boxing in the after-
noon. He also attends rabbinical
classes twice a week. 

Should Foreman attain his goal
to become a champion, he won’t
be the first Jewish fighter to grab
the brass ring since many a
Jewish immigrant, especially in
the twenties, thirties and forties
tackled the “sweet science” out
of hunger and the desire to create
the type of image that might sus-

tain them
on the
m e a n
streets of
New York

and other large U.S. cities, where
punishment was meted out by
bullies to already fragile new-
comers who sought a safer and
more comfortable existence. 

For the trivia buffs answer this
one if you will: “What is the one
sport that more Jews have taken
part in than all other sports com-
bined?” Writer Gil Shefler, of the
JTA, reported that Mike Silver, the
curator of an exhibition on
Jewish boxing at the National
Museum of American Jewish
History in Philadelphia
explained, “We had a period that
people don’t know or appreciate
when we had almost 30 Jewish
world champions.” 

Title holders I best recall hear-
ing about from older sports buffs
during my fond youth were
Benny Leonard, Barney Ross,
Abe Attell, Barney Levinski,
Louis Kaplan and, more recently
from my era, Dana Rosenblatt
and Mike Rossman. 

The 5’, 11” Foreman, while still
in Israel, became an amateur
boxer and won three national
boxing titles. In Brooklyn he con-
tinued his pugilistic career, and
in 2001 captured the New York
Golden Gloves. He turned pro in
2002. 

The devoutly Jewish Foreman is
ranked number one in his weight
division and, unlike many aspir-
ing boxers who amass sterling
records while fighting much less-
er opponents, he is getting his big

shot kosher style by having taken
on the best. In his last five out-
ings Yuri won decisions over
fighters with a cumulative record
of 118-17-2. 

From a promotional standpoint,
if there is one knock on Foreman,
it is that his boxing style is much
like that of a hockey team that
consistently plays the trap and
seldom opens up with exciting
end-to-end rushes that bring the
crowd to its feet. 

More to the point, of Yuri’s 27
wins in 27 trips to the square
ring, he focuses primarily upon
defensive strategies that have in
the past caused more boos than
you’d hear on Halloween night. 

He makes no excuses for his
cautious approach in the ring,
telling scribe Shefler that, to him,
boxing is more akin to chess,
where opponents outmaneuver
and trick each other. “I don’t care
what critics say,” he said. “I just
do my thing and it’s gotten me a
shot at the world title bout; I am
also thinking about my future,
and I want to be able to talk to
my children,” he explained. 

Dmitry Salita, written about in
this space a number of times pre-
vious, is also going to be fighting
for the World Boxing Association
light-welterweight title on
December 5th. The 12-rounder
vs. junior welterweight Amir
Khan from Britain is at
Newcastle, England. The
Pakistani Muslim is 21-1 with 15
knockouts.

His life is more than somewhat
parallel to that of his close friend
Yuri who last year
attended Salita’s

wedding. Both orthodox men
were born in the former Soviet
Union. Dmitry, from Odessa in
the Ukraine, also came with his
family to Brooklyn and trained to
fight. 

Both young men are pious and
strict observers of Judaism. They
will not fight on Shabbat, and
they keep kosher and study
Torah. 

Where they differ is in their
style in the ring. Whereas Yuri, as
mentioned, is perceived as not
being an exciting scrapper regis-
tering only eight knockouts,
Dmitry is more of a brawler and
more apt to become involved in
a slugfest, winning 16 by the KO
route, while sporting an unde-
feated record with 30 wins and a
draw. 

On the other hand, remember
that Yuri sees his bouts as being
more like a chess match, while
compiling an impressive record
against fighters who are them-
selves no slouches. 

Critics of Salita offer that the
27-year-old rose high in his divi-
sion rankings earning his title
shot by taking on a parade of
stiffs.

Nonetheless, the aforemen-
tioned, both with the Star of
David on their trunks, have
attracted the attention of the
more long time Jewish boxing
aficionados, who remember the
way it was when their immigrant
families, yearning to be free,
came to the shores of the USA,
and caught their first glimpse of
the Statue of Liberty.

Both bouts are apparently on
HBO, but you may have to take
the elastic off the bankroll to
watch the kosher kids, since it’s
likely a pay per view proposition. 

The writer, a Jewish
Winnipegger, is a former school
teacher, and covers football and
hockey for Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting
Touch. Send news about Jewish
sports to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca

Jewish boxers fighting for titles hail from former U.S.S.R.
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DMITRY SALITA

YURI FOREMAN
Undefeated in 27 bouts.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - October 28

HIGH TRIPLE: Allan Ruhr 721 (264, 244,
231); Darren Earn 602 (227, 199); Jack
Lazareck 593 (264); Neil Stitz 551 (234);
Art Greenspan 550 (216); Saul Greenberg
539 (194); Terry Robinson 537 (195);
Lorne Raber 534 (201); Mickey
Rosenberg 531 (193); Saul London 523
(199); Gary Granzberg 520 (199); Chaim
Raber 509; Jack Buchalter 507; Alan
Freedman 503 (211).
HIGH SINGLE: Itz Jacob 194; Ken Ruhr
191; Joe Elfenbaum 190; Henry Wolfe
182; Murray Katz 181.

U.N. General Assembly to debate Goldstone
(JTA) - The United Nations General Assembly will discuss the

Goldstone report next week. 
The international body announced late Wednesday night that it will

meet in New York Nov. 4 to consider the report, which was approved
earlier this month in Geneva by the U.N. Human Rights Council. 

The report accused Israel and Hamas of committing war crimes and
possible crimes against humanity during last winter’s Gaza war, and it
called on the U.N. Security Council to order both sides to independent-
ly investigate the findings. The Security Council could send the
Goldstone evidence to the International Criminal Court in the Hague for
prosecution. 

Also Wednesday, U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon called on Israel
to support the reconstruction of Gaza. 

“Ten months after hostilities ended in Gaza, we see no progress on reconstruction or the
reopening of borders,” Ban said at a news conference. “I urge Israel to accept the U.N. recon-
struction proposals as set forth, recognizing that the only true guarantee of peace is people’s
well-being and security.” 

BAN KI-MOON
U.N. Secretary-

General
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New store chairperson for National Council seconds store

Catching up with JSA-Hillel
Jewish students have been involved in several high

calibre events so far this semester and there’s still a
lot to come before winter break. 

Bagel lunches on Tuesdays at the University of
Manitoba Jewish Students’ Association (JSA) are the
staple while both campuses have been involved
with hosting visiting speakers and events.

The month of November will be a mix of fun and
education. 

On Nov. 3 and 4 the U of M and U of W will be hosting Israel Days on
Campus. The campuses will take turns displaying Israeli information booths
and on the 3rd, the U of M is featuring the ‘Drumming Circle,’ featuring Jay
Stoller. This will take place on the 1st floor of the University Centre 12:00-
12:45 p.m. 

The information booth at U of M will be on the 2nd floor of the University
Centre and is presented by a few groups including Israeli universities, travel
groups and World W.I.S.E., a resource centre at the U of M that aims to “con-
nect students to opportunities beyond Canadian borders.” 

The following day at U of W, the booth will be in Ridell Hall and there stu-
dents will be able to learn about travel and study opportunities in Israel. Both
days, JSA students will get to share fine Israeli cuisine with students for just
$5. That price will buy a plate of falafel.

The evening of the booth at U of W, students are gathering together for
something fun, informative and athletic. 

On Nov. 4, Krav Maga for Dummies is taking place 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the
multipurpose room at the Asper Centre. Krav Maga is Hebrew for “close quar-
ter combat,” and teaches defence against knives, guns, sticks and hand-to-
hand combat. 

The class is an introduction to the Israeli art of self-defence and will be
taught by Moshe Katz. He has taught Krav Maga to Jewish youth on campus
across North America and is known by several participants on Hasbara
Fellowships (a program spearheaded by Aish International, that educates and
trains university students to be effective pro-Israel activists on their campuses)
from his teachings in the old city of Jerusalem. Krav Maga is not hard to learn
and is useful for anybody to know.

As well, this past weekend the JSA hosted a Shabbaton featuring Aaron Horn
from Yeshiva University at Herzlia – Adas Yeshurun Synagogue. Events like
these allow students both religious and secular to come together to meet each
other and learn.

*Stay tuned to this column for further goings-on in the lives of Winnipeg
Jewish youth. 

By MYRON LOVE 

Sharon Allentuck is the new
chair person for the “Just a
Second Opportunity” store of the
National Council of Jewish
Women’s Winnipeg section.
Allentuck, who recently retired
from the Federal Government,
replaces long time store chair
and NCJW Winnipeg leader and
activist Laura Richman.

Allentuck has also been a long
time NCJW activist and leader.
She has been involved for more
than 30 years during which time
she has served as President of the
Winnipeg section and was also a
member of the Board of the
International Council of Jewish
Women. She is currently the
North American Chair for the
NCJW-funded Israel Family
Counselling Association (IFCA).

The NCJW Winnipeg section is
the only Jewish Women’s organization still operating a second hand
store. The “Just A Second Opportunity” store has been operating out
of the same location in Fort Rouge for the past 20 years (although it
relocated from 723 Osborne from 725 Osborne four years ago).

“We have our regular customers in the area,” Laura Richman says.
“Fort Rouge has traditionally been a blue collar, working-class neigh-
bourhood. But the neighbourhood is changing. More upscale busi-

nesses have been opening near-
by. And, now that we are on the
internet, we are attracting a dif-
ferent kind of clientele as well.
We are getting people calling
and coming in from all over the
city.”

Richman notes that “Just A
Second” has one paid staff per-
son and a number of volunteers
operating the store, which is
open from 9:30-4:45 Tuesday
through Saturday.

For readers who have items to
donate, the store is looking main-
ly for furniture (for which tax
receipts are available), office
equipment and specific clothing
categories such as children’s
clothing and winter wear.

NCJW-Winnipeg currently has
between 300 and 350 members,
divided between the Sarah Bell
and Marjorie Blankstein branch-
es, as well as two or three affili-

ated long time book clubs. Richman reports that a number of younger,
professional women have joined the organization in recent years and
that they have begun to assume leadership roles.

Thus, with the issue of the organization’s tax number resolved, the
future is looking positive once again.

“We are focusing more on community women’s health-related
awareness programs,” Richman says. 

National Council of Jewish Women’s “Just a Second” store on Osborne.

By

EVA COHEN

Ahmadinejad: Iran ready for
nuclear cooperation

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) - Mahmoud
A h m a d i n e j a d
said Iran is ready
to cooperate with
the West on its
nuclear program. 

The West has
"moved from
confrontation to
cooperation," the
Iranian president
said Thursday in a
speech broadcast
live on state tele-
vision, The New
York Times
reported. 

"We welcome
fuel exchange,
nuclear cooperation, building of power plants and reactors,
and we are ready to cooperate," Ahmadinejad reportedly
said. 

Also Thursday, Iran reportedly delivered to the
International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna its response
to a proposal to further process its low-enriched uranium in
another country for use in medical research, according to
The New York Times. 

A pro-government newspaper in Iran, Javan, reported
Thursday, according to Reuters, that Iran will request two
changes to the draft deal: that it ships its low-enriched
nuclear fuel in stages and that there is a simultaneous
exchange of its low-enriched uranium for already
processed nuclear fuel. 

Meanwhile, a team of inspectors who this week visited a
recently disclosed nuclear enrichment plant located near
the Iranian holy city of Qom returned Thursday to Vienna. 

"We had a good trip," said the mission's head, adding that
the IAEA would analyze the data and prepare a full report
on the site, which Iran disclosed to the IAEA last month. 

MAHMOUD AHMADINEJAD 
Iranian President
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Visiting Israeli high school students lead 
Gray Academy Rabin Memorial Service

By MYRON LOVE 

Visiting students from Danciger
High School in Kiryat Shemona
in northern Israel led the Gray
Academy’s annual memorial pro-
gram for Itzhak Rabin, the former
Prime Minister of Israel who was
assassinated 12 years ago. The
memorial program took place on
Thursday, October 29, at 10:00
o’clock in the Berney Theatre.

The program began with a
video overview of Rabin’s life.
The visiting students did readings
and Dorin Gold sang a song in
tribute to the slain prime minis-
ter. Israeli-born Gray Academy
teacher Anat Ekhoiz then
recalled being at a concert in
Holon when she heard about the
assassination. She recalled that
the performer had to be helped
off the stage and the entire room
went silent.

The Danciger students were
visiting Winnipeg as part of an annual student and teacher exchange
program between the northern Israeli high school and the Gray
Academy going back ten years now. The exchange program is one
component of Partnership 2000 – or Kesher Chai (Living Bridge) ini-
tiative that links seven Canadian Jewish communities (not including
Montreal and Toronto) with communities in northern Israel. As David
Greaves, the Combined Jewish Appeal’s Assistant Director notes, the
goals of the program are to increase capacity – through refurbishing or
building community centres – to help keep people – and especially
youth - in the northern communities rather than having them move to
Tel Aviv or Haifa.

“Our focus is on youth and education and youth at risk,” Greaves
says. “We support summer camps and counselling programs, too.”

The six Danciger High students – Dorin Gold, Shani Friedman, Yuval
Malul, Shimon Moyal, Meidan Yacobi and Gavriel Zerach and Revital

Meiri, the school’s Mass
Communications teacher, arrived
in Winnipeg on Monday,
October 26, for a ten-day stay.
The group led workshops for all
Gray Academy students – with a
special emphasis on the Grade 3
classes – as well as students in
the Hebrew Bilingual program at
Brock Corydon School.

In off hours, they were able to
tour the Legislature (with pro-
Israel Cabinet Minister Christine
Melnick as their guide) and meet
with Premier Selinger, visit the
Forks and take in the Museum of
Man and Nature. On Shabbat,
two of the more observant mem-
bers of the group attended the
Herzlia Synagogue, while the
others went to services at
Congregation Etz Chayim.

The students were hosted by
local families. “Our students and
the host family children all knew
each other before we came,”

Revital Meiri notes. “They have been communicating on Facebook.”
She adds that the exchange program is well known to and popular

with Danciger High’s students. The Gray Academy sends a delegation
of its students and teachers in the spring at a time that coincides with
Memorial Day in Israel.

Meiri notes that two of the participating Danciger students, Meidan
Yacobi and Shani Friedman, both of whom are in Grade 12, will be
joining a group going on a Holocaust trip to Poland shortly after they
return to Israel. “I think our visit to Winnipeg will give them the
strength they need for that visit,” Meiri says. “That’s because we expe-
rienced a lot of love here. It is rare for Israelis to find in the world the
kind of welcome we received in Winnipeg.

“This is a nice, warm community. We have been made to feel at
home here.” 

Danciger High School students visiting Winnipeg: back row: l-r Yuval
Malul, Dorin Gold, Shani Friedman. Front row: Revital Meiri
(teacher), Meidan Yacobi, Shimon Moyal, Gavriel Zerach.

Birthright funders look to upbeat study to boost fund raising 
By JACOB BERKMAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) - Birthright Israel is hing-
ing a major fund-raising push on a new study
that says the program, which sends young
Jews on free 10-day trips to Israel, has a major
impact on Jewish continuity. 

The study, released Monday by Brandeis
University’s Cohen Center for Modern Jewish
Studies, found that those who participated on
Birthright trips are more likely to have
stronger connections to Israel, raise their chil-
dren as Jews and belong to a synagogue than
their peers who have not made a Birthright
trip. 

Titled “Generation Birthright Israel: The
Impact of an Israel Experience on Jewish
Identity and Choices,” the study is based on
interviews with some 1,200 young people
who applied for Birthright trips between 2001
and 2004 - two-thirds of whom went on the
trips, the rest whose applications were
denied. The survey compared the answers of
the two groups. 

Of the 500 or so interviewed who are now
married, 72 percent who made the trip mar-
ried Jews, while 46 percent of those who did
not married Jews. This means that Birthright
participants were 57 percent more likely to
marry within the faith, according to Len Saxe,
the head of the Cohen Center and the
researcher who oversaw the survey. 

When the study’s results were presented

publicly on Monday at a Brandeis-owned
building on Manhattan’s Upper East Side, the
head of the Boston federation hailed
Birthright as the only successful recent big
idea in the Jewish community. 

“People are looking for the next big thing;
we ain’t finding no other big thing at this
level,” said Barry Shrage, the CEO of the
Combined Jewish Philanthropies of Boston. 

North American Jewish federations are part-
ners in Birthright with the Israeli government
and the private philanthropists who fund the
majority of the project. 

One requisite for launching the program in
1999 was that it incorporate rigorous controls
to gauge if it was working; the study is part of
that effort. 

Although Birthright paid for the study, Saxe
said that as a tenured professor at Brandeis,
he felt no pressure to find certain results to
placate his funders. The Cohen Center that
Saxe heads also houses the Steinhardt Social
Research Institute, funded by Michael
Steinhardt, one of the philanthropists who
gives to Birthright. 

Saxe and Birthright officials acknowledge
that there is a great deal of fund raising that
hinges on his study’s findings. 

A number of Birthright’s private benefactors
were in attendance Monday, among them
Steinhardt and Charles Bronfman, who are
credited with founding the program, as well

as Lynn
Schusterman and
Michael Bohnen,
who runs the
foundation of
Birthright’s largest
funder, casino
mogul Sheldon
Adelson. 

I m m e d i a t e l y
after Saxe had
presented his
f i n d i n g s ,
S t e i n h a r d t ,
Bronfman and
Schusterman stood in a Q&A session and
made a pitch for more money from more peo-
ple based on Saxe’s results. 

“I think this is a great report,” Bronfman
said. “Thirty years ago we started hearing
about the importance of informal Jewish edu-
cation, and nothing happened. Then about
continuity, and nothing happened. Then
Birthright comes along and change hap-
pened.” 

Steinhardt took a dig at the Jewish organi-
zational establishment as he pointed to the
report as evidence of Birthright’s success. 

Birthright “was overwhelmingly disliked by
the midstream and by the institutional Jewish

CHARLES BRONFMAN

(Cont. on page 24. See “Birthright Israel”.)
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Ask the Clergy

The crisis of Jewish institutions:
How much should we change?

Breaking with the
tradition, as the
Jewish tradition
teaches. As paradox-
ical as this sentence
sounds, Jewish lead-
ers of every genera-

tion knew how to challenge the values and traditions of the time, cre-
ating a situation of “permanent renovation of the tradition”. Moses
fought against a golden idol after receiving the tablets from G-d.
Maimonides was strongly resisted by many medieval Jews when he
wanted to “understand” the Mitzvoth. 

For many, the “tradition” seems to be a value in itself. But luckily, we
find Rabbis and lay leaders who, without losing the essence of
Judaism and the connection with previous generations, are open to
new cultural and technological realities that emerge in the 21st cen-
tury. Leaders are constantly searching for new ideas and tools to help
in the development of great programs to make Judaism more attractive
to more people who are looking for meaning in their lives. 

But, there are also those who either resist change, presenting them-
selves as “defenders” of the “real” Judaism, or argue that we should
“preserve” the way we used to do things in the “good old days”, while
witnessing the collapse of their institutions without finding any solu-
tion. 

Now, is it really necessary to break with tradition in order to survive?
No, when we find within the tradition answers that also mean some-
thing to us. Yes, when tradition means inertia, confinement and deca-
dence. It is necessary to remember that according to Judaism our mis-
sion is to improve the world, and because of that many times we have
to make some changes. Although, sometimes it seems to be more
comfortable (but less effective) to repeat those “old formulas” that
were successful in the past, but mean little or nothing to the 21st cen-
tury Jew.

Sometimes I think that most Jewish institutions work as “scarejews”,
and not as magnets to attract everybody, regardless of their back-
ground. Our goal is to generate spaces for everybody to live a Judaism
that is vibrant and meaningful. 

Is the Jewish community going nowhere? It doesn’t have to be that
way. We have inherited the inspiration, the ideas, the hard work, and
the passion from previous generations, so we should not be afraid of
the future. But it’s up to us to nurture that rich inheritance with com-
mitment, education, spirituality, and being main characters in the
decisions that we all have to make to guarantee the future of the
Jewish institutions of Winnipeg. 

Will we stay the same or will we have the courage to explore new
territories?

Our grandchildren will let us know…
Do you have a question you would like answered in this column?

Email it to information@shaareyzedek.mb.ca

Ask the Clergy
By 

Chazzan Anibal Mass

world,” Steinhardt said. “Jews around the
world should be appalled by the level of
education in the non-Orthodox Jewish
world. It has to be very different, and I

don’t hear anything different today. You ask about the impact of Jewish
philanthropy - well, the impact has been ‘gornisht.’ 

“This study is important because we have changed the Jewish world.
Birthright and what we did - it created change.” 

The Birthright Israel Foundation, which oversees the approximately
$80 million in private money that will flow into the project this year,
is now seeking more money from smaller donors, and specifically
from the federation system. 

Birthright is still one of the best-funded Jewish philanthropic
endeavors, but its budget has fallen in the past year. Birthright
received a huge boost with $70 million in gifts from Adelson in 2007
and 2008, giving it a budget of $80 million in 2007 and $100 million
in 2008. In 2009, the budget fell back to $80 million. The group
expects a similar budget for 2010. 

Birthright is attempting to make up for the drop in funding from
Adelson and to bring enough new money to grow the program so that
by 2016, Birthright can offer 51 percent of all Jews aged 18 to 26 a
free trip to Israel at some point. Birthright says it is now reaching about
25 percent of that age cohort. 

“Our job No.1 is don’t leave 20,000 kids on the ground each year,”
Shrage said of those who cannot go because spots on Birthright trips
are limited. “How can federations look themselves in the eye? These
kids aren’t coming back. This is our shot. This study gives us the tool
to do that. “If we act now, we are blessed. If not, it is another exam-
ple of our failing.” 

Birthright Israel
(Cont. from page 23.)
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Arts

Is any group more likely to be poked fun at
than North American Jews of the 1960’s?

By BERNIE BELLAN

A few months ago we ran a
review of a book by a
Winnipeg-born author by the
name of Michael Tregebov.
Tregebov’s book was entitled
The Briss. 

In his review of the book
(which appeared in our July
29 issue, and which is avail-
able online at jewishpostand-
news.com), Ezra Glinter took
issue with what he labeled
Tregebov’s “stereotyped char-
acters”. Ezra also went on to
question Tregebov’s “comic
treatment” of two of the main
characters, whose names are
“Sammy and Anna Ostrove”.

Now, while Ezra’s review
was definitely a well thought-
out critique of a book that is
deliberately provocative, I
thought that our readers might want to con-
sider reading The Briss for the simple reason
that it satirizes Winnipeg Jews.

This idea came to me after having seen the
latest film from the brilliant brother filmmak-
ing team of Joel and Ethan Cohen: “A Serious
Man”. While this particular film might garner
an audience among the large number of
Cohen devotees out there, - Jews and non-
Jews alike, it is hard to think of a Hollywood
film ever made that seems designed to play to
a predominantly Jewish audience more than
this one.

It occurred to me after having recently read
The Briss, then having seen “A Serious Man”
that, not only do Jewish writers and filmmak-
ers have a penchant for self-deprecation often
verging on self-loathing, this trait has become
a key aspect of our modern culture.

Whether it’s the work of Philip Roth or
Mordecai Richler in fiction, or the films of
Woody Allen or the Cohen brothers, we Jews
can be savagely skewered by our own artists,
but we almost always take it in good humour.

If Michael Tregebov had stuck simply to sat-
irizing Winnipeg Jews, as his book largely
does, he might have made it more accessible
to a larger audience. Unfortunately, he is also
intent on delivering a highly political mes-
sage, which is that Israelis have been brutal-
izing the poor Palestinians for years, and that
we Winnipeg Jews, for the most part, are
guilty of rarely, if ever, finding fault with our
Israeli brethren.

It’s too bad that Tregebov is so damning in

his indictment of us, because he certainly has
some talent. Anyone reading The Briss will be
able to relate to at least some of the charac-
ters, whether it’s the card-playing friends of
the Ostroves, or the obnoxious aunt and
uncle of the book’s main protagonist, Teddy
Ostrove.

I found myself quite amused by many of the
characters in this book, especially because
they’re clearly drawn from Tregebov’s own
Winnipeg childhood, but I’m not so arrogant
as to think that I, myself, wouldn’t fit into
some of the stereotypes that he has created –
especially in my willingness to give short
shrift to the Palestinian cause.

Yet, I, like many other Jews I know, can
laugh at myself, and admit that one of the
principle aspects of being Jewish is self-
examination to the point of neurosis.

This leads me to a brief discussion of “A
Serious Man” – a film set in Minneapolis in
1967. The Cohen brothers make no attempt
to water down the overtly Jewish characters
in this movie in order to make them more
accessible to a mainstream audience.

Whether it’s a scene set in a Hebrew school
classroom where an aged male teacher
drones on trying to teach the totally uninter-
ested 12 and 13 year-old students a lesson in
Hebrew grammar, or a series of meetings that
the movie’s main character, Larry Gopnik, has
with three different rabbis in an attempt to
find out why his life has become so cursed,
the depictions hit home in a way that I can-
not ever recall in any other movie.

My first reaction after leaving the theatre

was: Can this film possibly earn an
audience among non-Jews? It’s not that

the film is one long inside joke that only Jews
can understand… It’s definitely not that. Yet,
by not compromising their depiction of mid-
dle-class Jewish life in 1960’s suburbia, one
might well ask whether someone who didn’t
grow up in that milieu would appreciate the
continued scenes of Gopnik’s 13 year-old son
studying his maftir (or, more accurately –
doing everything he can to avoid studying his
maftir).

Further, A Serious Man poses some deep
philosophical questions that are universal in
nature about the meaning of life and how we
cope with adversity. Nonetheless, the ques-
tion occurs to me: How is it that Jewish self-
deprecation and self-analysis has become so
mainstream in so much literature and film to
the point that non-Jews apparently find it
exceedingly interesting – even if they can’t
possibly understand many of the references?

While much is written about the dangers of
assimilation, - and there is little doubt that the
Jewish community is becoming increasingly
assimilated, I take some solace in the idea
that Jewish life still serves as inspiration for
artists who are quite assimilated themselves.

Unfortunately, so much of that inspiration
seems to come from poking fun at a culture
that belongs to a bygone era – one in which
stereotypes were common and easy to identi-
fy. One wonders whether our current era of
muddled identities will provide as rich a fod-
der for satire as say the 1960’s did for the
Cohen brothers in “A Serious Man” or for
Michael Tregebov in The Briss. 

Settlers, Palestinian olive harvesters clash 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Jewish settlers and Palestinian olive pickers

clashed in the West Bank. 
The residents of the northern West Bank settlement of Shvut Rachel,

including of nearby illegal outposts, held a rally to protest the harvest
because they say it poses a security threat. Following the protest, the
settlers and Palestinians began throwing stones at each other. The
groups were separated without incident, according to Israeli news
sources. According to Palestinian sources quoted by the French news
agency AFP, five harvesters were injured and the settlers fired gunshots
in the air. The Israel Defense Forces approved the rally and gave the
Palestinians permission to pick olives in the area. 

The settlers say the harvesters use the time to gather intelligence

about the nearby settlements and launch attacks from the olive groves. 

Nimoy narrates film about historic synagogue 
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Actor Leonard Nimoy narrates a new docu-

mentary about a historic synagogue designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. 
The film profiles Beth Sholom Synagogue in Elkins Park, Pa., the only

synagogue designed by the renowned architect. The building, a
National Historic Landmark, celebrates its 50th anniversary this year. 

A screening of the film will be shown at the dedication of the syna-
gogue’s newly designed visitors center on Nov. 15. Paul Goldberger,
architecture critic for The New Yorker magazine, will be on hand. 

Nimoy, a celebrated actor noted for his work within the Jewish com-
munity, is best known for his role as Spock on the original television
series “Star Trek.” 

WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF

JOEL and ETHAN COHEN
Brilliant filmmakers, the two have made their most overtly

Jewish film - “A Serious Man”.

MICHAEL TREGEBOV
Former Winnipegger pokes fun at

Winnipeg Jews in his book, The Briss.
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Manitoba-Israel Shared Values
rings in Tel Aviv’s 100th in style

By MYRON LOVE

During a recent visit with Rami
Kleinmann in Toronto a couple
of weeks ago, this writer and the
Executive Director of the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew
University (and former JNF shali-
ach in Winnipeg) naturally dis-
cussed the growing difficulties
that Israel faces in terms of pub-
lic opinion in much of the world.
As Kleinmann sagely pointed
out, the most effective response
to all the anti-Israel propaganda
out there is to show people the
real Israel through joint initia-
tives with government, joint
research projects with academia
and exchange programs that
bring people to Israel. In other
words, emphasize the shared
values that we, as Canadians,
have with Israelis.

That is exactly the same philos-
ophy that Christine Melnick
espouses. Manitoba’s Minister of
Water Stewardship is one of the
founders of the two-year-old
Manitoba-Israel Shared Values
Round Table whose mission is to
recognize those values, both in
the Province of Manitoba and in
the State of Israel, and to cele-
brate the mutual bonds and com-
mon commitment to them.

“As Manitobans,” it is written
on the Round Table website “we
understand that the people of
Israel share many of the same
values. We celebrate and hold
dear the diversity that makes up
our Roundtable.

As do Israelis, we believe that a
strong civil society helps to cre-
ate healthy communities and that
education and a democratic sys-
tem of government provide the
best methods to achieve these
goals.

Manitobans and Israelis have a
strong commitment to family and
community, and believe that
high literacy rates and public ser-
vices available to all are impor-
tant building blocks that form the
foundation of a society which

honours and ensures freedom of
speech, freedom of opinion and
values differences.”

Melnick is a very strong sup-
porter of Israel and the Jewish
people, who went to Israel for
the first time – on her own – in
1998. “I was working as a librar-
ian in Toronto and living in the
(largely Jewish) Lawrence and
Bathurst area,” she says. “I had
developed a high regard for
Jewish people and decided to
visit Israel. I was there for ten
days and I loved it. Israel and its
people are amazing. “

Melnick returned to her native
Winnipeg 10 years ago and,
shortly after, was elected a
school trustee in Riel. She was
elected to the Legislature in the
spring of 2003, and appointed to
Cabinet a few months later.

She became involved in help-
ing to organize the Round Table
as a private citizen rather than an
elected official. “I came to real-
ize that there is so much about
Israel that people don’t know,”
she says. “Many people only
know what they see on television
and those are usually scenes of
conflict. Many people don’t
know how much our two coun-
tries have in common.”

Melnick co-founded the Round
table with the late Harold
Buchwald. Other original mem-
bers of the Round Table were:
Sharon Blady, MLA for Kirkfield
Park; Ray Blumenfeld, Peter
Dubienski, Ron and Yoram East,
David Matas, Carol Miles and
Eileen Monkman. Among the
participating organizations are
B’nai Brith Canada, Canadian
Friends of The Hebrew University
- Winnipeg Chapter, Canada
Sheli, Faith Temple, the Folk Arts
Council and India School of
Dance, Music and Theatre.

The Round Table members and
participating organizations
reflect Manitoba’s ethnic diversi-

Manitoba Water Stewardship Minister Christine Melnick with some
other current members of the Manitoba-Israel Shared values Round
Table. (l-r) Mel Lazareck, Sergio Glogowski, Melnick and Eyal Kraut.

Manitoba-Israel Shared
Values Roundtable aims to
celebrate common bonds

“Tel Aviv’s centennial is a real reason to cel-
ebrate – something we couldn’t have
achieved without the help of the entire Jewish
nation,” said the Mayor of Tel Aviv, Ron
Huldai.

On Oct. 20 at 7 p.m., over 220 people came
out to the Indo Canadian Arts & Cultural
Centre, 479 St. Mary’s Road to celebrate Tel

Aviv’s 100th anniversary with Tel Aviv’s mayor, Ron Huldai, President
Jewish National Fund Prairie Region, Mel Lazareck, Tel Aviv singer,
Hila Eytan, and Minister of Water Stewardship, Christine Melnick.

Melnick told Oct. 20 attendees that, earlier that day, on his first full
day as the new Premier of Manitoba, Premier Greg Selinger met with
Huldai. She said, “I want to assure you that under Selinger’s leader-
ship, our partnership and friendship will only grow.” 

Eytan sang a broad selection of Hebrew and Yiddish music, with
many audience members getting up to dance and sing along. Some of
the songs included Adon Olam, Yom Yom Chag, Ani Noladti
LiShalom, Ani Ma’amin, Loh Nafsik LaShir, A Bisilah Mazal, and
Toombalala.

Also that evening, local dancers from the India School of Dance,
Music, and Theatre performed traditional Indian dances.

Mayor Huldai announced the Playground for Peace to be built in
Jaffa/Tel Aviv. It is a partnership project between the Manitoba-Israel
Shared Values Roundtable (MISVR), the Jewish National Fund (JNF),
and the Tel Aviv Foundation.

“The hope of the round table is peace in the Middle East, and we’re
starting on the playground,” said Melnick. “Let’s leave labels off the
playground, and just let kids play and be kids. We share a dream of
celebrating our differences while we live together in peace – for chil-
dren and everyone.”

The Playground for Peace will be a fully accessible, environmental-
ly friendly and educational natural playground where Muslim, Jewish,
and Christian children, living in low income neighbourhoods of
Jaffa/Tel Aviv, Israel, can play side-by-side, in a peaceful, community-
promoting, environmentally-friendly atmosphere. It will cost some-
where in the $200,000-plus range to build.

RON HULDAI 
Mayor of Tel Aviv

MEL LAZARECK
President of JNF Prairie Region 

HILA EYTAN
Tel Aviv singer

(Cont. on page 27. See
“Roundtable”.)(Cont. on page 27. See “Shared Values”.)

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

RACHEL MANELSON
Tel Aviv Foundation Director

for Europe, the UK, and Canada
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, November 6. Candles: 4:35. Mincha: 4:35. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:33.

Sunday morning services: 9:00. Weekday morning services: 8:00. Evening services for the
week of November 8-12: 4:35.

Friday, November 13. Candles: 4:25. Mincha: 4:25. Shacharit: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:25.
Evening services for the week of November 15-19: 4:25.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CHEVRA MISHNAYES SYNAGOGUE
700 Jefferson Avenue
Friday November 6 - Light candles 4:39 p.m. - Evening services 5:00 p.m. Saturday

November 7 - Morning services 9:00 a.m. 
Friday November 13 - Light candles 4:29 p.m. - Evening services 5:00 p.m. Saturday

November 14 - Morning services 9:00 a.m.
CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM

123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, November 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:50 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:41 p.m. Saturday, November 7 - Vayera - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service
12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:48 p.m. Sunday, November 8 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, November 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday,
November 10 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Senior Luncheon 12:00 p.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m. Wednesday, November 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 12 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. B’nai Mitzvah
Family Meeting.

Friday, November 13 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:40 p.m., candle light-
ing 4:30 p.m. Saturday, November 14 - Chayei Sarah - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon
service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:39 p.m. Sunday, November 15 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, November 16 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday,
November 17-Wednesday, November 18 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m. Rosh Chodesh. Thursday, November 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m. 

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, November 6 - Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; General Monash Service of Remembrance 8:00 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 4:41 p.m.

Shabbat, November 7 -Parashat Vayera. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30
a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:39 p.m.

Friday, November 13. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:30 p.m.

Shabbat, November 14 - Parashat Chayei Sarah. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service
10:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:29 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom
Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 6 at 4:39 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:40

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Vayera. Mincha Service at  4:40

p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:38 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:30 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 13  at 4:29 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

4:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the week - Chaye Sarah. Shabbat

Mevarchim. Mincha Service at 4:30  p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:29 p.m. 
Rosh Chodesh Kislev - Tuesday Nov. 17/Wednesday, Nov. 18  
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at  4:25 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

On Oct. 21, the
MISVR put on a sec-
ond evening event,
held at 7 p.m. at

Pantages Playhouse, featuring a variety of different
kinds musical performances (including
Aboriginal, Chinese, Israeli, Jamaican, Ukrainian,
Brazilian, and Italian), with about 600 attendees. 

Performers included the Wushu Manitoba
Training Centre, Walking Wolf Singer and
Dancers, Rozami Ukrainian Dance Company,
Hila Eytan, Rockalypso, Cella Lao, Viva Capoeira,
and the Sara Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble. 

The 2nd Annual MISVR Multi-Cultural
Celebration Concert honoured Tel Aviv’s 100th

anniversary and 60 years of diplomatic relations
between Israel and Canada.

Mayor Huldai said “representing the first
Hebrew city of the independent state, Israel
makes me proud.

Huldai shared some wise words of advice his

father gave him on the day of his bar mitzvah.
“He told me, ‘Always remember to stand up to
be seen, speak up to be heard, and shut up to be
appreciated’.”
A man who Huldai described as Israelis’ “ulti-

mate dreamer,” Theodore Herzl, once said “all
men’s action originated in dreams.” 

Huldai said “By Herzl’s vision, the State of the
Jewish people is alive and well. And, like Herzl,
Tel Aviv founders dared to dream. Today, it’s an
international city of culture – free, tolerant, and
multicultural.” 

Performance introductions were given by
Marilyn Brick, St. Norbert MLA; Marra Messinger,
Executive Director of the Tel Aviv Foundation;
Sharon Blady, Kirkfield Park MLA; Rachel
Manelson, Director Europe, UK, and Canada of
the Tel Aviv Foundation; Earl Barish, Chairman of
the Executive Board of B’nai Brith Canada; Alan
Yusim; Chris Melnick, Minister of Water
Stewardship; Mel Lazareck; Pamela Rebello,
Executive Director India School of Dance, Music,
and Theatre; and Jonathan Kroft, President, Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg. 

To donate to the Playground for Peace, contact
the JNF.

ty.
Last year, the hook for the Round

Table’s first multi-cultural celebra-
tion was a celebration of Israel’s
60th anniversary. This year’s concert
– on October 21 – had a three-
pronged focus – 60 years of diplo-
matic relations between Canada and
Israel, B’nai Brith Canada’s 100th
anniversary and Tel Aviv’s 100th
anniversary.

“We invited Tel Aviv’s Mayor (Ron
Huldai) to join us,” Melnick says. “It
was a great honour to have him here
and he was the first visitor that Greg
Selinger, our new Premier, met on
his first day in office.”

Melnick notes that free tickets to
the concert were made available
through North Point Douglas Public
Housing. “We wanted to have as
many people in attendance as possi-
ble,” she says. “Inclusion is an
important part of our mission.”

Funds raised from the Multi-
Cultural Celebration evening are
going toward a playground for
peace being built by the Jewish
National Fund in a mixed Jewish-
Arab neighbourhood in Jaffa. “The
playground is intended to be acces-
sible to children of all backgrounds
and abilities,” Melnick says.

Melnick is looking forward to
returning to Israel in January with
JNF representatives and Manitoba
scientists for the JNF-inspired sec-
ond Manitoba-Israel Water
Symposium. She is planning on stay-
ing in Israel for a few days after the
symposium.

“I really want to visit Sfat,” she
says. “I haven’t been there yet.”

“What Christine Melnick is doing
is unique,” says Alan Yusim, director
of B’nai Brith’s Winnipeg office. “It’s
a pleasure to work with somebody
who wants to promote a positive
image of Israel. Speaking for B’nai
Brith, it was an honour to be recog-
nized by the Manitoba-Israel Shared
Values Round Table.” 

Sara Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble.

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

ALAN YUSIM, CHRIS MELNICK, and EARL
BARISH holding up the B’nai Brith 100th anniver-
sary resolution.

India School of Dance, Music, and Theatre per-
forming.

Roundtable
(Cont. from page 26.)

Shared Values
(Cont. from page 26.)

Playground for Peace Illustrations.
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CIREL (CECILIA) LITMAN
On Oct. 21, 2009 in

Winnipeg, Mrs. Cirel
Litman, age 91.

She was predeceased
by her husband Louis in
1974, her parents Goldie
and Abraham Trester,
brothers Edward and
Marcus Trester, sisters
Mrs. Clara Levy  and Mrs.

Doris Brody. She is survived by her son  Brian, daugh-
ter-in-law Shirley, granddaughter Jean Cafik and great-
grandson Stephen Cafik, nephews and nieces.

Special thanks to the staff of the Heritage Lodge for
their fine care.

Born in Winnipeg, in 1918, where she lived her entire
life, she enjoyed travelling in her later years. Cirel was
the Bridal Salon Manager for 15 years at Hollinsworth
on Portage Avenue.

She was a fastidious homemaker (you could eat off
her floors), an outstanding baker (lemon pie and cheese-
cake) and a creative knitter (slippers anyone).

A kind and compassionate lady, she will be sadly
missed by her family, relatives and friends, including
her childhood friend, Mrs. Laurice Gerb.

Graveside services were held on Oct. 26 at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, please make
donations to the charity of your choice.

Private shiva.

MAURICE KRAUT
Suddenly, after a brief

illness, Maurice Bendit
Kraut passed away on
September 30, 2009 at the
age of 70. Maurice was
born in Winnipeg on Au-
gust 21, 1939 to Shia and
Peshe Kraut, recent im-
migrants from Poland. He
was married in 1962 to
Pearl Moore and they
were together for 38
years. After graduating

from St. John’s High School in 1958 he went to work
with his father on the family farm. In 1972, Dad left the
farm and returned to school, graduating from the Uni-
versity of Manitoba with an Agricultural Economics
degree (Honours) in 1974. He continued working on a
Masters Degree while employed full-time in various
high level provincial government positions in Alberta
and Manitoba. He finished his Masters Degree in
Economics in the early 1980s and continued his career
with the Canada Grains Council, then as an independ-
ent consultant to various organizations and lastly with
the Farm Credit Corporation of Canada in a Board of
Directors position. Throughout most of his career he
was an active volunteer for both the Federal and
Provincial Liberal Party of Canada and will be remem-
bered for his market forecasts on the CBC radio on
Monday mornings. Although he formally retired in
2005 he continued to keep up with the markets and the
economy.

Maurice is survived by his three children: David
(Heather) Kraut, Jordena Kraut and Uri (Jane) Kraut;
seven grandchildren: Sean, Sydney, Benji and Baillie
Kraut and Leah, Rachel and Samuel Kraut; siblings:
Pearl Hoz, Osher (Sandra) Kraut and Sandi (Joe)
Diner, along with numerous nephews, nieces, great-
nephews and great-nieces.

Funeral services were held at the Chesed Shel Emes
on October 1, 2009 with interment at the B’nai Abraham
Cemetery with Rabbi Alan Green officiating. The
Pallbearers were David, Uri, Sean, Osher, Yaakov and
Zevi Kraut.

Dad’s companionship, guidance and advice will
always be remembered and he was a good and loving
father and Zaida. He never came over without treats or
flowers and there was always loonies jingling in his
pockets for his grandchildren during the holidays.
Maurice will be deeply missed by his family, friends
and colleagues from all across Canada. The family
would like to thank the St. Boniface Hospital Intensive
Care Unit, Chesed Shel Emes, Etz Chaim, Shaarey
Zedek and Rabbi Alan Green for their care and support
during this difficult time. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to the charity of one’s choice.

BEN (BENCZE) LUNGEN
May 15, 1921 - October 5, 2009

It is with deep sadness we announce the passing of
our dear father, father-in-law, grandfather, brother,
uncle and friend. He is survived by his son Paul and
daughter-in-law Sharron; daughter Adeena and part-
ner Murray Trachtenberg; grandchildren, Alex Rash,
Matthew and Geoffrey Lungen; brother David Lungen
and sister-in-law Rivkeh and many nieces and neph-
ews. He was predeceased by his devoted wife of 59
years, Clara, in December 2007.

Ben was a man who wore many hats in his 88 years.
A self-taught businessman, a warrior, a Zionist and a
CNN junkie towards the end of his life, he was a
dynamic, strong, hard-working, generous, friendly and
colourful man. He had a sharp mind, a kind heart, a
strong will and incredible fortitude. He had a lifelong
love of learning and would often quote passages from
the Torah or Pirkei Avot as he tried to convey a point
or life lesson to his children and grandchildren.

Above all Ben was a devoted family man whose
credo was to make sure his family was cared for, secure
and together.

His formative years in Rubezhevichi, Poland (today
part of Belarus) and during the war instilled in him a
strong love of Yiddishkeit and forged his identity as a
Jew and a Zionist.

The Second World War was a monumental event in
his life. His mother, Peshe, sister Mariasha and brother
Yitzhak Yaakov were killed by the Nazis. He survived
as part of a Russian partisan unit, the Zhukov brigade.
His father, Osher, and brother, David Berel, were part
of a civilian Jewish partisan unit, the Zorins.

Like the partisans depicted in the movie Defiance,
Ben lived for more than two years in the deep woods of
Belarus, fighting the Nazis and narrowly escaping
death on many occasions.

After the war, he fled to the West through Berlin. For
the next three years he lived in a displaced persons
camp near Munich. In 1948 he immigrated to Winni-
peg where he married Clara, who had entered Canada
just before the war broke out.

After some time working in a clothing factory, Ben
continued a line of work he knew well, buying and
selling cattle. He then went on to a successful career as
a kosher butcher, first on Selkirk Avenue and later at
McAdam and Main in the North End.

An ambitious businessman, he and several partners
built the Concord Motor Hotel. Later they bought the

Airliner Hotel and around 1973 he left the butcher
business to become a full-time hotel man.

Ben was appreciated as an honest and ethical busi-
nessman who was loved and respected by his staff. For
years after he left the hotel business many of his
employees kept in touch and remembered him fondly.

As a Holocaust survivor who could not save most of
his family, Ben dedicated much of his life post-war to
helping and rescuing others. Whether it was ensuring
his family were taken care of, that no one ever went
without, that a friend or colleague got a break , he was
always there to provide help and support.

Ben and Clara worked tirelessly to build a good life
for their family. They opened their home and heart to
others as the family grew with the addition of Sharron
and Murray, welcoming and embracing them lovingly.

Ben loved his grandsons and was always interested
in how they were doing. He would tease them, even
though they may have been only five years old, asking
if they had a girlfriend yet. He kept chocolate around
the house for them to find, particularly his favourite
brand, Kit Kat.

Ben taught his family the value of hard work, the
meaning of being a Jew, the importance of persever-
ance, the rewards of giving and sharing, and the signifi-
cance of family and community. His lessons of life are
gifts to his children and all those he embraced, ones
held dear, lived by and treasured.

The family would like to thank Ben's wonderful
caregivers: Mely, Bat Sheba, May Anne and Janice for
the constant care and compassion they gave him. Each
one of them provided our father loving attention and
support and made his days brighter.

Thanks also to Ben's Home Care aides, Larry and
Julian, for looking after him with dignity and respect.
All of you enhanced Ben's life immeasurably.

Special thanks to Dr. Norman Hechtenthal for his
ongoing care, attentiveness and support.

Funeral services were held on Wednesday, October
7, 2009 at Congregation Etz Chayim, with Rabbi Larry
Lander officiating. Pallbearers were: David Devere,
Alan Lungen, Marshall Miller, Matthew Trachtenberg,
Murray Trachtenberg and Stephen Trachtenberg.

Our gratitude to you all.

ANNE ERENBERG
February 20, 1924-October 20, 2009

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
peaceful passing of Anne
Erenberg on the afternoon
of Tuesday, October 20,
2009 at the Victoria hos-
pital with her family by
her side.

Left to cherish her
memory are her husband
Joe, sister Gertie, daugh-
ters Marlene and Shari,

son Barry, eight grandchildren, two great grandchil-
dren, sister-in-law Miriam and brother-in-law Morris
Erenberg, sister-in-law Musi and brother-in-law Sam
Singer as well as several nieces and nephews.

Born in Austria Anne come to Canada with her
family as a young child. It was in Winnipeg where she
met her devoted husband and together they built their
loving family. Anne and Joe shared a love like no other,
and 64 years later, that love was stronger than ever.
Anne’s children and grandchildren were the joys of her
life and she cherished every moment she spent with
them. Anne will be sadly missed and lovingly remem-
bered by everyone she touched.

Pallbearers were Howie Schwartz, Malcolm
Weinstein, Reuven Erenberg, Noah Erenberg, David
Erenberg, and Yale Gilbert.

A special than you to Dr. Pacin and the staff at the
Victoria hospital for helping Anne to be as comfortable
as she could in her last few days and to Rabbi Pinsker
for his support during this difficult time and also to
Esther for all of the wonderful care she provided.

The funeral was held at the Shaarey Zedek syna-
gogue with interment at the Shaarey Zedek cemetery
on Friday, October 23rd, 2009.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to a charity
of your choice.
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

ALAN (ARI) LIPSON

would like to thank you for your expressions of
sympathy, love and kindness you have shared with us

since Ari’s sudden passing. You have given us
comfort at this difficult time. Our family deeply
appreciates all those who sent sympathy cards, or

made donations to The DR. ALAN H. LIPSON
MEMORIAL AWARD in MEDICINE at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, and other charitable

organizations, or called with kind words.
Your many messages of support, phone calls, e-mails,
expressions of sympathy, personal visits, meals and

friendship are dearly appreciated.
We are ever grateful for all your efforts and for

keeping us in your thoughts and prayers. Thank you
all for your ongoing love and support.

Sincerely,

Avis Raber, Mark, Daniel,
 Jonathan, and Benjamin Lipson

Gertie and Sherrie Lipson

BERNARD RABER

It is with great sadness
that we announce the
peaceful passing of
Bernard Raber on Friday,
September 18, 2009, at
the age of 88.

Bernard was born in
Selescht, Poland, on
March 9, 1921. Despite
enduring tremendous
hardships, including the
early death of his father
and the loss of his be-
loved mother, sister, and
brother in the Holocaust,
Bernard emerged from
the war years with the

determination to build a new life through education and
hard work. Bernard emigrated to Canada in 1947,
where he met the love of his life, Freda Schiller.
Married on November 7, 1948, together they built a
new life in Winnipeg, raising a family and building a
business, Raber Electric Ltd. Bernard was proud of the
many electricians trained by his company over 30 years
and his contributions to the construction industry in
Winnipeg and across the province.

After retiring, Bernard enjoyed travelling to visit
family, winters in Florida, golf at Glendale or in
Pembroke Pines, and regaling family and friends with
stories of his childhood and youth. Bernard was a
lifelong learner, reader, master of history and lan-
guage, and staunch supporter of Israel.

Bernard has died but he has not left us. He is here with
us, in each of his children, grandchildren, and his great-
grandchild. He is survived by his beloved wife of over
60 years, Freda; his children, Marilyn and Robert
Burke, Lorraine and Mark Stillman, Steven and Leigh
Raber; his grandchildren, Jessica and Daniel Browman,
Shaun Burke, Jay Burke, Pamela Stillman, Sheri and
Chad Finkelstein, Benjamin Raber, Dan Raber, Rich-
ard Raber, Rachel Cooper, and Alexandra Cooper; and
his great- granddaughter Layla Browman. He is also
survived by his brother and sister-in-law, Leon and Fay
Raber, as well as his nieces and nephews and their
families. He was predeceased by his brother, Chaim
Katz, in Winnipeg in 1999.

Funeral services were held on Monday, September,
21, 2009, at the Congregation Shaarey Zedek. Bernard’s
grandchildren, joined by Samuel Alter Katz and
Geoffrey Katz, proudly served as his pallbearers.

The family gratefully acknowledges the thoughtful
and compassionate care provided by Dr. Ted St. Godard
and staff at the Riverview Health Centre.

If so desired, donations may be made to the Bernard
and Freda Raber Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, Suite C400-123 Doncaster Street, Winni-
peg, Manitoba R3N 2B2, (204) 477-7525, or to a
charity of your choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)

FLEISHER
who passed away

16 days in Heshvan, 5764

November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly

remembered by his children

Gideon and Raisa and friend

Marja in Holland, his sister

Miriam and brother William,

sister in law Doreen and

nephews Zach and Ben in

Winnipeg and relatives in

Israel.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

KANOVSKY
who passed away

November 11, 1990

23 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and

sadly missed by his children,

grandchildren, and great-

grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear

husband, father and

grandfather

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away

November 4, 2003

9 days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and always

remembered by your wife

Sylvia, children and

grandchildren.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

HELENE

KROLIK
who passed away

November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by her children and

grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DR. HARRY

LANDER
who passed away

October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

Sadly missed along life’s way

Quietly remembered day by day

No longer in our lives to share

But in our hearts you are

always there

— Lovingly remembered by

his wife Deanne, children,

grand-children and family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN LEPKIN
who passed away

April 17, 1986

8 Days in Nissan, 5746

In loving memory of

SARAH LEPKIN
who passed away

November 28, 2008

1 Day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,

grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MYER LUDWIG
who passed away

November 15, 2006

24 Days in Cheshvan

“Time changes, everything

passes but love. You are

remembered.”

— You are loved and missed

by your family and friends.

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MELVIN

MANISHEN
who passed away

November 10, 2006

19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and

sadly missed by his wife

Beverley, children and

grandchildren.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER

KENNETH

MORRIS
who passed away

November 23, 2005

21 Days in Cheshvan

My one and only love

In my heart always and forever

— Kerry.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHEP NERMAN
who passed away

November 7, 1991

30th Day in Cheshvan, 5752

— Lovingly remembered and

sadly missed by his wife, Reesa,

beloved son, Seth, parents,

brothers, sister,   family and

friends.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JAMES

ROSENSTOCK
who passed away

October 23, 1994

20 Days in Chesvan, 5755

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by your children and

grandchildren.
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In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HARVEY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

November 19, 2000
21 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
BELLA

SCHEIMAN
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
GLADYS

(Waldman)
SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In loving memory of
HARRY

SILVERBERG
who passed away

November 19, 2003
24 Days in Cheshvan

A SPECIAL SMILE,
A SPECIAL FACE,
And in our hearts, a special
place,
No words we speak, can ever
say,
How much we miss you, every
day.
To hear your voice, to see you
smile,
To sit and talk with you awhile,
To be together in the same old
way,
Would be our greatest wish to-
day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed,
Love Laila & family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, baba and greatbaba

HENRIETTA
SILVERMAN

who passed away
November 2, 2005
1 Day in Chesvan

Always in our thoughts.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

ROSE UNGER
who passed away

November 21, 2005
19 days in Chesvan

Sadly missed along life's way,
Quietly remembered day by day.
No longer in our lives to share

But in our hearts you are
always there

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM
WISEMAN
who passed away
November 7, 1990

19 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
ALLAN

BOGOCH
who passed away
November 9, 2004

25 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother
ANNE CONNER

who passed away
November 21, 1992

25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754
In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the seventeenth candle in your
beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ANGELA
ENGEL

who passed away
November 13, 1993

30 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, mother
and family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SALLY MALIAN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISADORE JACK

GUTKIN
who passed away

November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA
ITZHAKI

who passed away
November 14, 1974

29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735
— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother, brother and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida
ALLAN

NATHAN
MANDEL

who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BESSIE

MASLOVSKY
who passed away

November 28, 2000
1 day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
NATHAN
DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
IRWIN SIMMS

who passed away
November 12, 1985

28 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM

(ABIE)
FEIERSTEIN

who passed away
November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan

We do not think of you as gone,
to-day, tomorrow or our whole
life long
For those we love are always
near, and never lost for a day
or a year.
We will always love and cherish
you so in our hearts and our
soul.
Always remembered by your
wife Miriam, children -
Michele (Larry), Max (Ann)
Your grandchildren Aidan,
Akiva and Elie, and family.



By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
This week’s Torah Reading

describes the two sons of
Abraham, Isaac and Ishmael.
Both of these two sons grew up
in the home of the finest parents,
Abraham and Sarah who were
the ancestors of all Jews.
Abraham and Sarah were trail-
blazers of the human spirit. They
condemned the idolatrous prac-
tices of ancient Mesopotamia
and encouraged people to
believe in a single creator that is
worshipped through acts of kind-
ness.

The two children that were
educated by these parents had
excellent models to learn from,
yet they turned out totally differ-
ent. Ishmael, the Torah tells us,
was “wild and unrestrained. His
hand was uplifted to do violence
against everyone that he encoun-
tered and all those people fought
back at him.” Isaac, on the other hand, became a prophet of G-d. He
devoted his life to spiritual matters and followed his father’s footsteps.
So G-d selected Isaac to succeed Abraham as the forerunner of the
Jewish Nation, not Ishmael.

How was it that two brothers that shared the same environment,
turned out so very different? There are, obviously, times when good
and noble parents are not successful in having their children live up
to their expectations. Parents are not the only determinants in the
direction their children go. A child’s peers, the people and experi-
ences that he meets in the course of his life and his own personality,
are all important factors in the outcome of a child’s upbringing.

But there was, in fact, a difference between Isaac’s and Ishmael’s
upbringing, and it is helpful to examine this difference so that we can
learn from it.

Ishmael was initiated into Jewish life with his Brit (circumcision) at
the age of thirteen. He was old enough to understand what he was
about to go through and he was a willing participant to the process.

Isaac was only eight days old at the time of
his circumcision; a newborn that hadn’t a
clue of what he was being put through.

There is a strong argument to be made for
the way that Ishmael was exposed to Jewish
ritual. Why force on an innocent child a
mode of life that he might later regret? Is it
not better to allow the child to mature
somewhat and then choose himself how he
would like to live? Yet, the Torah instructs us
to follow the path of Isaac and circumcise
all male children at the tender age of eight
days.

The same argument can be advanced
against Jewish education in general.
Perhaps we should introduce Jewish learn-
ing to a child, only after he has matured

and is capable
of deciding on
his own what
direction to take
in life. In prac-
tice, Jews have
always educat-
ed their children
from infancy in
the ways of
Judaism.

The second
paragraph of the
Shema states,
“Teach the word
of Torah to your
children so that
they will speak
with them.” The
Talmudic sages
infer from this
verse that

Jewish education begins as soon as
a child learns how to speak. At that
early age he should be taught to
recite the words of Torah Tziva and
Shema Yisrael.

The reason for this approach is
because our connection to Judaism
is not only intellectual. Jewish life
defines who we are; it is our very
identity. If we were to postpone
educating our children in Judaism
until they were intellectually
mature, their bond to Jewish life
would be very shallow. That is
exactly what happened with
Ishmael. Abraham was an intellec-
tual giant and a generous, tolerant
person. He explained the intellectu-
al basis of Jewish beliefs to Ishmael,
when his son was able to under-
stand. Unfortunately, that mode of
education was not enough.

Isaac was introduced to Judaism
from birth because Judaism was the
very fibre of his body and breath of

his soul. That is why Issac’s commitment was unshakeable and it was
he that became the father of Jewry.

There was another difference between the two sons. Ishmael was
born naturally, but Issac was born through a sheer miracle when his
mother was 90 years old. The history of Jews is a long chain of mira-
cles that has allowed us to overcome insurmountable odds and those
miracles began with the birth of Isaac. There is more to being a Jew
than logic can explain. It is the very core of the yiddishe neshama.

A tale of two sons
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service
Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement
Sealcoating & Hot
rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small
cement jobs

Free estimates
334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through us and

receive Air Miles

Esther Weinstein
Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: wein@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

We provide elderly care,
childcare, homecare,

housecleaning & laundry
Call 586-9337

SENIORS HOME CARE

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332
for information.

I f  anyone interested in
pursuing the above with

me, my contact information
is as fol lows:

Allan P. Cantor, Q.C.
330 St. Mary Ave., Ste 750

Winnipeg  R3C 3Z5
allanpc@shaw.ca

WINNIPEG CO-OP
KOSHER BUTCHER

SHOP

Licensed caregiver with over 30
years of exp. looking for work
Days, evenings or night shifts

Available immediately
Ref. avail. on request

Call Ammy
952-4304

CAREGIVER

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES

ITSCOVICH
who passed away

November 6, 1999

28 Days in Chesvan

There was no time to say

goodbye

The day you went away.

You left us so suddenly,

Ten years ago today.

Our hearts still ache with

sadness.

And silent tears still flow.

For what it means to lose you

No one will ever know.

— Ever remembered and sadly

missed by your loving son,

grandson, family & friends.

10th Yahrzeit

Abraham casts out Ishmael.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX (MENDEL)

HARRY COHEN
who passed away

November 1, 2008
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