
By BERNIE BELLAN
What a week it was for three

Manitoba politicians - all with strong
ties to Winnipeg’s Jewish community.

Starting with the appointment of
newly elected Liberal MPs Jim Carr
(Winnipeg South Centre) and
MaryAnn Mihychuk (Kildonan-St.
Paul) to the Liberal government’s cab-
inet - with Carr being named Natural
Resources Minister, and Mihychuk
named Employment Minister, not only
does this give Manitoba strong repre-
sentation at the federal level, it boosts
Jim Carr to the top rung of prominent
Jewish politicians anywhere in
Canada.

Carr has been actively involved in
our Jewish community for years. As co-chair of the Arab-Jewish Dialogue,
he has been an eloquent spokesperson for Israel while, at the same time,
adopting a concilliatory position with regard to Palestinians.

(For more on the fate of all Jewish politicians who ran in the federal elec-
tion, see page 9 of this issue.)

As for MaryAnn Mihychuk, who scored what must be considered an
upset victory over Conservative candidate Jim Bell in Kildonan-St. Paul, I
happened to run into her at the Gwen Secter Centre annual tea on Sunday,
November 1. I asked Mihychuk whether she expected to be appointed to
cabinet, not really thinking that she stood much of a chance. She answered:

“We’ll see”, knowing full well that
she was indeed going to be appointed. 

Gord Mackintosh, Manitoba’s
Justice Minister and MLA for St.
Johns, was also on hand at the Gwen
Secter Tea. While there, he
announced that the provincial government was increasing its annual grant
to the centre from $60,000 to $90,000. (In a previous issue I had written
that plans were in place for the  WRHA, which is funded by the provincial
government, to pay the National Council of Jewish Women $30,000 rent on
behalf of Gwen Secter for the next five years.)
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Jewish Child and Family Service organizing
aid effort for beleaguered Yazidi community

By BERNIE BELLAN
Efforts on the parts of a wide

range of Jewish community groups
to provide assistance to certain
refugee groups in the Middle East
have moved to a new level.

While plans are still being formu-
lated, and not all the groups that
have indicated a willingness to get
involved in one way or another
seem to know how it is that they
might contribute, we are able to
report movement in a number of
areas.

Foremost among these is the
incredibly successful fundraising
effort initiated by the newly formed
group, Winnipeg Friends of Israel,
that has resulted in over $120,000
being donated toward the specific cause of
bringing in Yazidi refugee families who are
currently confined to camps in Turkey.

We have reported on the Winnipeg Friends
of Israel initiative in the past. As recently as
July 13, the amount raised by that group was
only $24,000, which would have been suffi-
cient to bring one Yazidi refugee family to
Manitoba. 

Now, however, the total amount raised is suf-

ficient to allow four more
families to come here
under terms of the
Canadian Private
Sponsorship of Refugee
Program.

One individual who has
played a key role in the
drive to sponsor Yazidi
refugees has been Michel
Aziza, a low-key individ-
ual who deflects any
praise for his incredibly
successful work.

At a meeting of the
Winnipeg Friends of
Israel, held October 28,
Aziza and Yolanda Papini-
Pollock (who has been the

driving force behind the formation of WFI,
which is an ad hoc group open to anyone to
join), outlined the Yazidi assistance program to
date.

Aziza explained that the first $34,000 was
funneled through Calvary Temple, which
accepted donations for what became known as
“Operation Ezra” for the first few months of
the aid initiative. (That $34,000 has now been
Continued on page 8. See “Yazidis”.

Al Benarroch, executive
director of JCFS

convened a meeting of dif-
ferent Jewish groups to
discuss how they might
help Yazidis.

Congratulations to three prominent Manitoba politicians

I’ll use any excuse to get
my picture taken with a
politician. This one with
Canada’s new Minister of
Natural Resources, Jim
Carr, was taken at Shalom
Square this past August. 

Canada’s new Minister of
Employment MaryAnn Mihychuk
(left) with Gwen Secter Centre admin-
istrative assistant Evelyn Lemer (who
was retiring after 25 years of service)
at the centre tea Nov. 1

Manitoba’s Justice Minister
Gord Mackintosh with Gwen
Secter president Karen Grant.
Mackintosh spoke of the often
heated discussions he and for-
mer Kildonan-St. Paul MP Joy
Smith had with representatives
of the Jewish Federation and
National Council of Jewish
Women over keeping the centre
at its current location.
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Community/World news

Winnipeg potential destination for Jews wanting to leave France?
By MYRON LOVE

Twenty years ago, the late Larry Hurtig - a
leader in Winnipeg’s Jewish community,
accompanied by his son, Jack, and a Manitoba
government representative, made the first of a
series of visits to Buenos Aires in an effort to
present Winnipeg as a potential destination
for Argentinian Jews looking to leave
Argentina – in the face of dire economic con-
ditions and fears of anti-Semitism. 

The series of visits paid significant divi-
dends as several Argentinian Jewish Families
(as well as Jewish families from other South
America countries) decided to make Winnipeg their home and have
enriched our community by their presence.

Mel Lazareck – a close friend of Hurtig and community leader in his own
right – is hoping to repeat that successful outreach program by a similar
outreach program to France’s embattled Jewish community. This week, the
businessman and past president of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, and
immigration lawyer Ken Zaifman are off to Paris, under the aegis of the
Canadian Government’s annual Destination Canada held in Paris and
Belgium, to speak with members of the French Jewish community about
considering immigrating to our city.

The purpose of the Destination Canada program, Lazareck says, is to
attract skilled immigrants to Canada. Organized by the Canadian Embassy
in Paris, Destination Canada participants include representatives from
provinces and territories, representatives from cities and regions, from
associations and French speaking community organizations as well as rep-
resentatives from settlement organisations.

France’s Jewish population numbers about 700,000 – the largest Jewish
population in Europe. Even though 70,000 French Jews were murdered
during the Holocaust, decimating the population, a massive immigration of
Jews from France’s North African colonies in the 1950s and ‘60s – as well
as a smaller number of Holocaust survivors from eastern Europe – swelled
the Jewish population in that country. However, with rising anti-Semitism
in western Europe in general and France, in particular, due to a growing
Moslem immigration riddled with anti-Israel and anti-Semitic feelings of

hate (and supported by a left wing anti-Israel
extremists), it has become very dangerous to
be openly Jewish. There are been several
deadly attacks on Jews in France in recent
years – and many French Jews are planning to
leave France for Israel or elsewhere.

Lazareck says that he began working on this
project about a year ago. “I started meeting
with people in St. Boniface (including
Mariette Mulaire at the World Trade Centre
Winnipeg and Sophie Gaulin, a younger
French Jewish immigrant to Winnipeg, who is
the editor of La Liberte, the French-language

newspaper for Manitoba’s French-speaking population) as well as
Manitoba government people and Jewish Federation of Winnipeg repre-
sentatives,” he says.

“I also approached Ken Zaifman to help. As one of the province’s lead-
ing immigration lawyers, I thought that he would be an appropriate guy for
my committee. Right off the bat, he said that he was in.”

“We have a good product to sell,” Zaifman adds. “We have a vibrant
Jewish community with a lot of experience in resettling Jewish Families.
We want to put Winnipeg on the map for French Jews who may be already
considering leaving France but may not want to go to Israel and may only
think of Montreal when it comes to Canada. We want to talk to as many
people as we can and encourage them to pay a visit to Winnipeg.”

Lazareck notes that he and his fellow committee members are being low
key. “We are not doing anything flashy,” he says. “We have placed ads in
French Jewish newspapers and have had some responses. We will also be
approaching some of the synagogues.”

Lazareck says that he is not expecting immediate results. “We are just
starting out to see what interest there may be,” he says. “We will be in Paris
for a week. Even if we are successful, it takes time for potential immigrants
to get here (under Manitoba’s successful provincial nominee program). 

“Both Ken and I have a deep commitment to this project because we
believe that promoting the benefits of Winnipeg to French Jews at a time-
when some are considering resettling can only benefit our community.”

Mel Lazareck

Canada to reprise role as 'honest broker' in
Mideast, new foreign minister says

TORONTO (JTA) --  Canada's just-elected Liberal government will stop
making Israel a partisan issue, the country's new foreign affairs minister
said.

Stephane Dion, a former leader of the Liberal Party, said Canada can
help Israel more by returning to its role as an "honest broker" and improv-
ing relations with other Middle East nations than continuing the staunchly
pro-Israel policies of former Prime Minister Stephen Harper. Justin
Trudeau defeated Harper in the Oct. 19 federal election. 

"The main difference is that we will stop making it a partisan issue," Dion
told the news website iPolitics.ca in an interview published Wednesday.
"Israel is a friend, it is an ally, but for us to be an effective ally, we need
also to strengthen our relationship with the other legitimate partners in the
region.

"For example, we need to strengthen our relationship with Lebanon, and
this will help Lebanon but also Israel. To be helpful, you need to strength-
en your relationship with the other legitimate partners, and that is what we
will do."

Dion, who spoke with the website following the swearing-in of
Trudeau's Cabinet, predicted that Israel will understand Canada strength-
ening its relationship with other Mideast countries. He said it has been
Canada’s traditional role to be an "honest broker" on the world stage.

"I remember in the past, the minister of foreign affairs of Canada receiv-
ing a phone call from his counterpart in Israel, asking him to be in touch
with a group in Lebanon that was legitimate but not willing to believe what
the government of Israel was telling them," he recalled. "He said to the
minister of foreign affairs, 'I think if it is coming from you, because you
have strong links with them, it may help us.'

"I'm not sure today Canada is in a situation to do that anymore and I
think we should, in order to help all our partners, including Israel."

Prior to being sworn in, Trudeau reached out to the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs, or CIJA, to reaffirm his support for Israel and his willing-
ness to discuss broader social issues, the Canadian Jewish News reported.
CIJA chair David Cape described the 10-minute phone call on Monday as
"very warm and very friendly."

"He reaffirmed his expectation for the government to work closely with
the Jewish community and thanked us for all the work we had done," Cape
told the newspaper. 

Trudeau said his government "would continue the tradition of multiparti-
san support for Israel," Cape added, "but he said he specifically was hop-
ing we could work together on a broader range of issues."

Ken Zaifman

ADL director urges French Jews 
to stay despite rising anti-Semitism

PARIS (JTA) -- Jonathan Greenblatt, the head of the Anti-Defamation
League, encouraged the Jews of France not to leave their country despite
increasing anti-Semitic violence there and a rise in the far right’s popular-
ity.

Greenblatt, who is in Europe on his first working trip abroad as the
ADL’s national director, made the statement on Sunday during a panel dis-
cussion at the annual convention of CRIF, the umbrella group of French
Jewish communities.

Asked whether he believed French Jews should consider emigrating if
Marine Le Pen, the leader of the far-right National Front party, should
make gains in the 2016 presidential elections, Greenblatt said he was not
an expert on French politics, but added: “This is your country and I don’t
think we should allow her or anyone to take it away.”

More than 6,250 French Jews have immigrated to Israel from January to
September this year -- more than three times the number of French Jews
who did so in all of 2012, according to the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Several hundred Jews from across France attended the event, which fea-
tured debates and lectures, mostly about the Israeli-Arab conflict, jihadism
and anti-Semitism. Also in attendance were ADL officials and the vice
president of the Board of British Deputies, Richard Verber.

“I know your challenges are greater than ours and that the demographic
forces bearing down on you must seem overwhelming,” Greenblatt said,
“but we admire your tradition, we respect your fortitude and we want the
vibrant Jewish community here in France to expand from generation to
generation.”

Pierre Lellouche, a  Jewish former French minister and lawmaker, noted
that the number of anti-Semitic acts recorded in France each year has risen
from about a dozen incidents in the 1980s to 851 last year.

“Violent Jew-hatred is but one consequence of the problem with coexis-
tence of Islam in France today,” he said, adding that most incidents are per-
petrated by Arabs or Muslims. “Whites, Christians are regularly accosted
on the street, as the Jews are.”

The Jewish philosopher Bernard-Henri Levy, who spoke at the confer-
ence hours before flying to Iraq on a fact-finding mission about jihadism,
said that despite the challenges facing French Jewry, “they have never been
less alone."

"We have allies today in government and society in a way which we
never had before,” he said.

Greenblatt, who succeeded longtime leader Abraham Foxman in the
ADL post several months ago, said he was "encouraged by the words of
Levy about buckling down and staying put."

In France this week to try to persuade 
French Jews to come to Winnipeg



Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery hosting Yad Vashem Exhibit
highlighting Albanian role in saving Jewish lives

By MYRON LOVE 
In the annals of the history of the Holocaust,

there are still new stories of quiet heroism to be
told – even 70 years later. One of those stories,
the role of tiny Albania and its people – is the
subject of a relatively new documentary that
debuted in Winnipeg on Tuesday, November 3, at
the Canadian Mennonite University with accom-
panying photo exhibit at the university’s
Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery.

“There are over 25,000 points of light at Yad
Vashem,” noted Yaron Ashkenazi, executive
director of the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem,
addressing a standing room only crowd consist-
ing of Jews, Muslims and Christians who crowd-
ed the CMU’s Laudamus Auditorium for the doc-
umentary showing. “These were the small num-
ber of people – from 50 countries – who took action to save Jewish lives –
at the risk of their own. Albania – the only Muslim majority country in
Europe - is the only country to be recognized at Yad Vashem as Righteous
Among the Nations.”

While there were other Nazi-occupied European countries – notably
Denmark and Bulgaria – who refused to surrender their Jewish citizens to
the Germans, Albania was the only one to actually have a larger Jewish
population after the war than before the war, noted Belle Jarniewski, chair
of the Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre, who was
instrumental in bringing the documentary and accompanying exhibit to
Winnipeg. Albanians not only provided shelter for Jewish refugees but also
gave them new Muslim identities and documents, she pointed out.

And the reasons for the Albanian rescue efforts, she added, can be sum-
marized in one word – “Besa” – a code of honour which, to this day, is the
country’s highest ethical code. “Besa” translates as “to keep a promise” and
is the title of both the documentary and the exhibit.

“It is also considered a matter of national honour,” Jarniewski said.
“During the Shoah, Albanian Muslims competed
with one another for the privilege of saving
Jews. These acts originated from compassion,
loving-kindness and a desire to help those in
need, even though the recipients were of anoth-
er faith.” 

The documentary, which was presented by the
Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust
Education Centre, has three foci. The first half
recounts the events of World War II in Albanian
– interspersed with interviews with and com-
ments from survivors and rescuers. Interwoven
throughout are the observations of American-
born photo artist Norman Gershman – who
made the documentary and whose photos of the
rescuers are the basis of the exhibit. For
Gershman, it became a personal mission to doc-
ument the simple bravery of the Albanian people
and reaffirm that even in the darkest periods of
history there are still many people who choose
to do what’s right.

The second half of the film documents the

efforts of one Rexhep Hoxha to find the Jewish
family whose father left some family chumash-
es with Hoxha’s father during the war. Hoxha’s
father, Rifat, has provided a home for Nesim
and Sara Aladjem and their little boy, Aron,
refugees from Bulgaria, during the war. After
the war, the Aladjem Family moved to Israel
and Albania fell into the communist world orbit.
Nesim Aladjem never returned for his chumash-
es.

After Rifat’s passing, it fell to Rexhep to find
the family and return the books, thereby fulfill-
ing his family’s Besa. With the help of
Gershman, Hoxha is able to locate the now aged
Aron and, in an emotional scene in Jerusalem,
returns the Chumashes.

In addition to Jarniewski and Ashkenazi, the
audience for the documentary heard comments (as read by Jarniewski)
from Jim Carr, the new MP for Winnipeg South Centre (and newly-
appointed Minister of Natural Resources); Flor Marcelino, Manitoba’s
Minister of Multiculturalism and Literacy; City Councillor Marty Morantz;
Ray Dirks, Curator of the Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery; and Albert
El Tassi, president and CEO of Peerless Garments, and a leader in
Winnipeg’s Muslim community.

El Tassi spoke of his pride in his fellow Muslims in Albania for their
bravery in World War II. He also spoke of the importance of building
bridges between peoples.

The sponsors for the evening and the exhibition included: Canadian Yad
Vashem Society, Citizenship and Immigration Canada, the Province of
Manitoba Ethnocultural Community Support Fund, Peerless Garments, the
Mennonite Heritage Centre Gallery and Hillel.

The photo exhibit runs until Saturday (the 14th). There is no charge to
view the exhibit but contributions are appreciated. The Mennonite Heritage
Centre Gallery is located at 600 Shaftesbury Boulevard.
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Belle Jarniewski and Albert El Tassi
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A few months back I had an idea to help pro-
mote the sale of Israeli products in Winnipeg, so
I approached Gayle Waxman and Tamar Barr of
the Rady JCC with my idea. I said to them:
“Why not organize an Israeli products expo
where we could invite Winnipeg merchants to
showcase Israeli products that they might have
for sale?”

Gayle and Tamar immediately agreed that it
was a great idea and when either of those two women put their energy into
promoting an idea, you know it’s going to be wonderfully organized. Thus,
I’m glad to announce that on December 6, at the Rady JCC, there will be a
variety of tables set up with products of all different sorts, all of which are
made in Israel.

I also have to thank members of the group Winnipeg Friends of Israel for
lending their support to this project. Some of that group’s members have
come up with names of local merchants that sell Israeli products and have
been lending a hand in contacting some of those merchants.

There’s still time, however, to invite other merchants who may have been
overlooked but who carry Israeli products, to participate. If you may know
of a merchant or even an individual who sells Israeli products, you can con-
tact Tamar Barr at the Rady JCC (tbarr@radyjcc.com), or you can contact
me at the paper (204-694-3332).

Speaking of the Winnipeg Friends of Israel, which has been around less
than a year, what an impact that relatively small group of individuals is
having. I don’t know whether I could be considered a member of that
group, since anyone is able to attend its meetings and I’ve been to many of
them (and hosted one myself), but normally I avoid joining any organiza-
tion because I may find myself disagreeing with some aspect of that orga-
nization. As a general rule I don’t think any journalist should write about
an organization to which he or she might belong.

Thus, as much as I have nothing but admiration for the incredible success
Winnipeg Friends of Israel has had in aiding Yazidi refugees to come to
Canada (See my story on page 1 of this issue.), I do have some concerns
(which I’ve voiced to some key individuals who have been involved with
the Yazidi aid effort.) 

For one, I have to wonder – and have asked certain individuals in
Winnipeg Friends of Israel: “What does this have to do with Israel?”

Yes, I understand it’s an extremely worthwhile endeavor helping the
Yazidis. (By the way, I still doubt that very many members of the Jewish
community know who the Yazidis are. They’re not Muslims for one and,
while they speak Kurdish, don’t identify as Kurds.) 

Under Canada’s extremely complex rules for sponsoring refugees, it is
quite a tangled process helping refugees of any sort, and the Yazidis are no
different, so the time and effort that some selfless members of our commu-
nity have thrown into helping Yazidis is deserving of our utmost admira-
tion. 

Still, I’ve been won-
dering what all this has
to do with boosting
Israel’s image. In part,
that’s what led me to
propose the Israel
Products Expo that will
now take place on
December 6. We hear
so often that Israel is
unfairly criticized
almost everywhere.
Maybe that’s true. But
instead of just whining
about Israel’s treatment
in the media and at the
U.N., I thought: “Let’s
do something positive
to really promote Israel
right here in
Winnipeg.”

The Winnipeg
Friends of Israel imme-
diately bought into my
idea and, given the
incredible energy that
some of its members
have, I’m very much
looking forward to see-
ing a wide variety of
Israeli products on dis-
play at the campus on
December 6. (At the
same time I’m hoping

that my friends in such groups as Canadians for Justice and Peace in the
Middle East - and I do have friends in that group too - don’t get too angry
at me for trying to promote Israeli products.) 

While I’m really proud of what some members of our Jewish communi-
ty have been doing – and will likely be doing on an even greater scale quite
soon to help Yazidi refugees, there is another aspect to the refugee situation
that is not receiving as much attention by anyone – not just Jews, and that
is the plight of Syrian and Iraqi Kurds.

I’ve written before about the excellent relations that Jews and Kurds had
for centuries. Jews enjoyed considerable success within Kurdish controlled
areas of what is now Iraq. Israel also has maintained strong ties with the
Kurds.

It’s quite a complex situation, however, when it comes to Israel support-
ing the Kurds. As much as Israelis and Kurds have quite a bit in common
– both face dangerous enemies who would like to annihilate them, it would
be folly for the Kurds to embrace Israel in any overt manner. The Kurds are
Muslims and, while for the most part they’re very moderate Muslims,
given the internecine warfare that’s currently raging in the Middle East,
other Muslims would seize upon the slightest pretext to condemn the Kurds
were they seen in any way to be allying themselves with Israel.

Yet, the Kurds are the only ones who are actively involved in fighting
ISIS on the ground. It was their valiant resistance that led to the turning of
the tide in the Syrian town of  Kobani, where ISIS had engaged in the
wholesale slaughter of Kurdish civilians. Now, any Kurdish civilians not
killed by ISIS have fled to refugee camps in Turkey, where they often find
themselves alongside Yazidi refugees who also fled the ISIS onslaught.

Yes, it’s complicated. The Yazidis and Kurds don’t like each other. There
are also Yazidi refugees in Iraqi Kurdistan who fled there following ISIS’s
massacre of Yazidis in Sinjar,  which is in Iraq, in the summer of 2014. (At
the same time, there were also Kurds living in Sinjar, and they’ve fled their
homes there to the safety of refugee camps in Kurdistan. The upshot is that
part of the world is one huge mess of displaced peoples.)

Why am I writing this? Because I’ve had some close contacts with mem-
bers of the Kurdish community here – along with members of the Yazidi
community, and some key individuals in the Kurdish community would
love to receive the kind of assistance from the Jewish community that has
been forthcoming for Yazidis. Those Kurds that I’m speaking of, however,
bear no resentment toward the Yazidis nor do they say that they are more
deserving of help than the Yazidis. Again – it’s very complicated and, at
this point, all that I’m trying to do is facilitate meetings between certain
members of the Jewish and Kurdish communities. Still, even if it’s only
advice that we can give them, I hope that there is something that our Jewish
community can do for those poor Kurdish refugees, as well as Yazidi
refugees.

On another note, on the page opposite you can read a letter from Cindy
Lazar, president of the Winnipeg chapter of National Council of Jewish
Women, in which she tears a strip off me for the way I’ve been writing
about NCJW and the Gwen Secter Centre. I won’t respond to Cindy’s let-
ter publicly, although I will acknowledge that, when I received it, I did dash
off an angry reply that elicited a harsh exchange of emails between us.

Look,  I know that I’m not the most popular guy in many circles within
our community – and that’s not just the Jewish community. I can be abra-
sive, sarcastic – choose your pejorative. But when I took over the respon-
sibility for running this paper, I decided it wasn’t going to be a typical
Jewish newspaper. I wanted it to be lively, edgy, and opinionated. I’ve
stepped on a lot of toes in the six years that I’ve been at the helm now and
will continue to do that. What makes it even harder is that we’re a small
community and I keep running into the people whom I’ve criticized in this
paper. But I’m not a politician and I’m not engaged in a popularity contest.
Who knows how much longer I’ll be doing this? In the meantime, if I
weren’t the irascible sort that I know I can be, I wouldn’t still be running
this paper. Maybe Jim Carr can arrange my appointment to the Senate
instead. After all, other fine journalists like Mike Duffy and Pamela Wallin
have been appointed. I couldn’t be much worse than them, could I? Jim -
“I’m ready”, to quote Mike Duffy.

One final note: After a more than three-month absence, our website is
back up at www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

I’ve always been ambivalent about maintaining a website. In effect,
newspapers that offer good websites for free are undercutting their printed
product. Just look at the Canadian Jewish News website, for instance. I’ve
asked the people running that paper repeatedly why on earth anyone would
want to subscribe to the paper when they can get everything for free on the
website. 

Still, having a website seems to be necessary for a newspaper these days.
What I’m really proud of is that, once again, anyone accessing our website
will be able to find the complete archive of The Jewish Post and The Jewish
Post & News going back to 1925 - all at no cost. Try it - it’s a fabulous
resource tool.

Short takes
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Israelis help Palestinians in numerous ways
putting lie to Israel haters’ charges of oppression

By MYRON LOVE
Despite what you may see in the media, charges by Israel haters and

even what a few readers of this paper choose to believe, rather than
oppressing Palestinians, Israel and Israelis help Palestinians and other
Arabs in numerous ways.

For example, in the aftermath of one of the recent terrorist attacks
unsuccessfully directed against one of Israel’s border guards, the website
“The Times of Israel” reported that Israeli army medics who arrived on
the scene spared no effort or expense in order to save the life of one of
two Palestinians who carried out the stabbing attempt.

While one of the attackers had already died by the time his team
arrived, one of the paramedics used an expensive, cutting-edge plasma
treatment to keep the second man alive. Multiple Israeli teams on the
scene began treating the Palestinian man, including both IDF medical
personnel and paramedics from the Magen David Adom emergency res-
cue service. The Palestinian assailant was suffering from multiple system
failure and had already lost
a lot of blood by that time.

Thanks for kind words about Kurds
Hi Bernie,
Thank you so much for the kind words for the Kurds. Indeed the peo-

ple of Israel and the Kurds are the only true natural allies in the Middle
East since we are facing the same hostilities from the same enemies
who are hoping to wipe us out in the region. We have a long history of
mutual trust and good friendship. 

An independent Kurdistan with abundant natural resources especial-
ly fresh water and oil will be a real asset to Jews in Israel and Israel’s
mighty army with the most advanced weapons will guarantee and safe-
guard the Kurds and Kurdistan. That’s why we consider you as our
cousin. We are so honored to be affiliated to you and are committed to
have a long lasting friendship.

As much as we desperately need help, please bear in mind that if we can
be of some assistance, please don’t hesitate to ask although we might not
be of much help.

Bernie, the Jews in Manitoba are the only group that we have that we
consider to be our next of kin away from home. We are honored to be
affiliated to all of you.

With our utmost gratitude,
Farhad Sultanpour
Kurdish Association of Manitoba

Good news about Gwen Secter
Hi Bernie.
On Sunday afternoon on November 1st, I had the pleasure of attend-

ing the annual fundraising tea at the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre. Of course the buzz was the good news (as reported in the arti-
cle by Myron Love in the October 28th edition of this newspaper) that
an anonymous donor has come forward and purchased the building.
Years of speculation about the future of the Centre have now been put
to rest. In their bulletin promoting the tea, the Centre is described as a
“Home Away from Home”. Just think about that! I was sitting next to
someone who told me that a few years ago she had suffered the loss of
three close family members. During that time she started attending the
programs at the Centre. This helped her work through that sad time in
her life. She is now an active and regular participant. Indeed, many of
us are looking to both connect and reconnect. The important role that
the Gwen Secter plays in the community cannot be underestimated.
Now we can look forward to many more worry free years at this loca-
tion!
Sharon Love

Don’t look for scandals which don’t exist
There are great things happening in this community. The Gwen Secter

Creative Living Centre (“GSCLC”) received a donation which has allowed
it to purchase 1588 Main Street from National Council of Jewish Women of
Canada, Winnipeg Section (“NCJW”), the GSCLC’s founder and lifelong
supporter. This will enable GSCLC to continue operations in its preferred
location, and NCJW will be able to continue its 90 year legacy of making a
difference in this community. These are events to be celebrated. Instead, Mr.
Bellan, in his “Editor’s Note”, and “Short Takes” page in the last edition of
the Jewish Post and News wrote unprofessional opinion pieces of misinfor-
mation and innuendo, doing a disservice to both organizations, their staffs
and their volunteers. Contrast this to Myron Love’s factual report on the
sale, and Rebeca Kuropatwa’s story on NCJW’s 90th anniversary.

NCJW purchased the building at 1588 Main Street with a combination of
its own funds from the proceeds of the sale of its previous building, private
donations, and government grants. Over the next 20 years, NCJW spent
almost a million dollars of its own money, largely generated by its “Just a
Second” store, to maintain and operate the building. It is only when NCJW
was forced to close the store that a new arrangement was negotiated.

As Mr. Bellan noted, NCJW lost its major source of funding, and has run
deficits. Of course, it costs money for any organization to operate, and
NCJW is no exception. NCJW found itself with operating expenses, and no
income with which to pay them. NCJW made the responsible decision that
any entity in the same position would make, which was to sell its asset.
NCJW could have sold the building years ago, but as a gesture of goodwill,
agreed to extend GSCLC’s lease on a rent free basis to give it a chance to
organize its future. None of this information is new to Mr. Bellan. He has
chosen not to put it together. Sorry Mr. Bellan, there is no mystery, and no
villain here.

Fortunately for all concerned, a donor has stepped forward to fund
GSCLC’s purchase of the building. NCJW is thrilled for Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre’s good fortune, and wishes it well.

NCJW is now able to secure its future so that its good works in the com-
munity can continue. NCJW’s significant contributions to the Jewish and
general communities over the last 90 years is being chronicled and lauded
by the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada in its current exhibit “90
years of Making a Difference”, and was recently celebrated by the
Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba, the Honourable Janice Filmon at a recep-
tion in NCJW’s honour.

NCJW’s next project is to develop a Winnipeg Jewish Recovery and
Resource Centre in conjunction with the Jewish Child and Family Service.
This will be a much needed and important addition to our community.

Mr. Bellan should concentrate on the positive work NCJW is doing, and
stop looking under rocks for scandals which don’t exist.
Cynthia Lazar
President, National Council of Jewish Women of Canada, Winnipeg
Section

a huge thank you...
It’s Ellin here in Toronto. It was nice chatting with you the other week

before I headed to Winnipeg for research about the 450 Canadian
Jewish servicemen who were killed during the Second World War.

I wanted to thank you for running the note about me looking for peo-
ple who knew Freedman and Brownstone.

I got a half dozen telephone calls and emails from relatives and
cousins and in one case, his sister!!

So I have really hit the jackpot, and it is thanks to your help.
I’ve done some interviewing, and have two more to do. Can’t thank

you enough!
Let’s stay in touch as I now have found 61 Jewish servicemen from

Manitoba who were killed in the Second World War –including those
with last names that you will recognize Slotin, Simkin, Brownstone,
Marantz, Foster, Cohen, Niznick, Paul, Sheps, Shnier...etc
All the best
Ellin Bessner

Continued on page 8. See “Comment”.

Israel does occupy Palestine
Virtually everything Myron Love wrote in his oped October 28, is patent-

ly false. Israel does indeed occupy all of what was once Palestine. 
First of all the Oslo Accords never committed Israel to allowing the estab-

lishment of a Palestinian state— there is literally no mention of a Palestinian
state in the Accords. Oslo’s been disastrous for the Palestinians, as it’s
allowed Israel to continue to ethnically cleanse Palestinians in occupied
Palestinian territory (illegal under international law) and expand and build
new Jewish-only settlements on lands from which Palestinians were
expelled. 

Second, the Palestinian Authority (PA) is not the government of a state—
it was designed to rule over semi-autonomous Palestinian areas, surrounded
by 9 metre walls, that were never intended to be granted statehood. No
Israeli Prime Minister has ever agreed to establishing a contiguous and
viable Palestinian state. The PA is designed to help Israel manage the occu-
pation of millions of Palestinian civilians through joint security coordination
with the IDF. It’s a sub-contractor of the Israeli state to enforce a violent
occupation over Palestinians’ lives and lands. 

Finally, since the two-state solution is a charade, we should begin dis-
cussing alternatives that involve freedom and equal rights for Israeli Jews
and Palestinian Muslims and Christians alike. The land must be shared— but
for over 67 years it’s been dominated and controlled by one party— Israel.
This has come at the enormous expense of Palestinians and their rights.
While Myron Love claims that Hamas considers all of the land Israel con-
trols occupied territory, Israel considers all of the land Palestinians live on
to be “the Land of Israel” and therefore rightfully land that Jews must con-
trol, and since Israel is exponentially stronger than the Palestinian leader-
ship, Israel will continue to dispossess, expel and discriminate against non-
Jews (indigenous Palestinians) within these lands, making elements of
Palestinian society like Hamas even more resentful towards their oppressors.
The only path to peace is for Israel to own up to and acknowledge its his-
torical and ongoing illegal occupation, and begin a process of reconciliation
based on equal rights and justice for all— Israeli Jews and Palestinians. 

David Weller
JP&N subscriber



Love of cooking inspired by BB Camp experience 
For most Camp B’nai

Brith campers, after 12
years as campers, they go
on to serve as councilors –
that is, for those who want
to continue to enjoy the
camp experience. That was
not the case, however, for
Judith Aronovitch. The
next step for the daughter

of Don and Bev Aronovitch was to join the kitchen
staff.

“I wanted to be with my friends,” Aronovitch
recalls. “But I didn’t realize at the beginning what I
was getting into. I started with doing dishes and per-
forming light kitchen duties and discovered a whole
new world. I did it for a few summers, eventually
becoming head cook.”

For Aronovitch, that was the beginning of a career
in the restaurant business.

As with most young people, Aronovitch who is currently the sous-chef at
the newly-opened Ripe Bistro on the corner of Corydon and Lilac - was at
first unsure of what she wanted to do after high school (despite her experi-
ence in the BB Camp kitchen). “I tried phys-ed in university,” she says. I’m
an athlete at heart and have always enjoyed playing basketball and soccer
in particular. But phys-ed didn’t feel right.”

So she quit university and applied to the Fusion Grill Academy. Chef
Terry Geretta became her mentor.

“He (Geretta) took me under his wing,” Aronovitch says. “He had opened
Miso Restaurant (which was Ripe Bistro’s predecessor on the corner). I
was exposed to cold kitchen work. I learned how to prepare salads and
appetizers. I learned garde manger. I learned how to be a professional.”

Aronovitch’s first stop in her new career was Stella’s Café, where she
worked for five years. “I fell in love with the environment,” she says. “I
like working as part of a team and I enjoy the fast pace.”

She then moved to British Columbia for a winter, working at a Boston
Pizza outlet in the mountains. She followed up that experience with a series
of short term positions over the next two years. While she continued to
learn the business and grow, she began experiencing some frustration.

“I still wasn’t sure that I wanted to make this my career,” she says, “but
I found that I can only move up so far without some formal education and
a diploma.”

So four years ago, she enrolled in Red River College’s Culinary Arts pro-
gram. For her work experience, she worked for the first term at Miso
Restaurant and, for the second year, went to the Elkhorn Resort at Clear
Lake.

Aronovitch graduated just about two years ago and, initially, went back
to Elkhorn. Last fall,
she went to work at
Trevisi Restaurant.

“I knew that Tom
Pitt, my instructor at
Red River, was plan-
ning on opening Ripe
Bistro,” she notes.

Pitt acquired the
former Miso
Restaurant as of June
1 and opened for busi-
ness under the new
name and theme on
August 1. 

A r o n o v i t c h
describes her new
workplace as intended
to be a neighbourhood
bistro featuring com-
fort food and casual

dining. “We have a mix
of different cultures on
staff and we all have
input into the menu,”
she says.

She notes that the
staff smokes all meats
themselves, grows their
own herbs and makes
everything from
scratch. “We bring in
fresh salmon whole and

prepare it ourselves,” she reports. “We also make our own corned beef.
“We try not to waste anything. For example, from the salmon, we used

leftover parts to make salmon cakes and the bones to make fish stock.”
She adds that Ripe Bistro features a large variety of cheeses and several

tempting desserts.
She notes that the restaurant also features live jazz on Thursday evenings.
Aronovitch says that she would love to open her own restaurant one day

but, for now, Ripe Bistro is a good fit for her.

Brianne Lewin Spreading her Creative Wings in New
Video Productions, Film Editing

Brianne Lewin has been expanding her creative energies in new areas of
late. The daughter of Vic and the late Cheryl Lewin (and granddaughter of
Laurie and Bayla Mainster) is currently working on her first film editing
assignment and, a couple of months back, submitted an entry to an inter-
national NASA video competition.

The joint NASA/ Houston Cinema Arts Society competition invited film-
makers around the world to share their works inspired by and using actual
NASA imagery through “CineSpace,” a new short film competition pre-
miering at the Houston Cinema Arts Festival, November 12 - 19, 2015.

Films were to feature real NASA footage collected from 50 years of
exploring the universe – with cash prizes and other recognition for winners.
The videos to be considered were to be film, and digital-media submissions
of 15 minutes or less and in all genres, formats, and styles.

Lewin’s 3.39 minute entry – which regrettably didn’t make the final cuts
– showed scenes of take-off, astronauts inside the space station and work-
ing outside, images of the universe and a lunar landing exploring one of the
planets – all under inspiring headings such as “Elevate Awareness” and
“Follow Curiosity”.

“I was pleased with the video,” she says. “It was a good learning experi-
ence.”

Lewin has been involved in local film making – largely in make-up and
hair preparation – for almost ten years, working largely on Guy Maddin
productions. “After working on Guy’s ‘My Winnipeg’, I was inspired to
make my own films,” Lewin says. “I applied to Red River College to study
video editing. I am working to develop my own editing style and continu-
ing trying to evolve.”

It was on one of those Guy Maddin sets that Lewin met local actor Nihad
Ademi, who is a Bosnian concentration camp survivor. “We became
friends and kept in touch,” she says of Ademi. “I knew what he had been
through. I found it inconceivable that something like that could still hap-
pen in Europe after the Holocaust.”

Ademi asked Lewin to join the creative team he was assembling for his
autobiographical documentary, “White Balloons”. Other members of that
creative team include the aforementioned Guy Maddin, WSO conductor
Alexander Micklethwate and Frank Albo, the author of “The Hermetic
Code”.

“Nihad wanted to create a documentary that was uplifting and inspiring,”
Lewin says. 

While still working on “White Balloons”, Lewin is looking forward to
landing other film editing assignments. 

Readers may also want to tune into YouTube to view some short whim-
sical videos that Lewin has created under the heading, “Lost and
Profound”. The idea behind the animated series, she explains, is to enable
viewers to see life in new and unexpected ways.

“I have had a positive response to “Lost and Profound’,” Lewin says.
“My dad posted the first comment.”
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Temple Shalom
What is Reform Judaism?

Since its earliest days, Reform Judaism has asserted that a Judaism frozen in time
cannot coexist effectively with those who live in modern times. The great contribution
of Reform Judaism is enabling the Jewish people to introduce innovation while pre-
serving tradition, to embrace diversity while asserting commonality, to affirm beliefs
without rejecting those who doubt, and to bring faith to sacred texts without sacrific-
ing critical scholarship.

Reform Judaism affirms the central tenets of Judaism - God, Torah and Israel - while
acknowledging the diversity of Reform Jewish beliefs and practices. Tikkun olam –
repairing the world – is a hallmark of Reform Judaism as we strive to bring peace,
freedom, and justice to all people.

In addition to our belief that Judaism must change and adapt to the needs of the day
to survive, and our firm commitment to tikkun olam, the following principles distin-
guish Reform Jews from other streams of Judaism in North America. Reform Jews are
committed to:

the principle of inclusion, not exclusion. Since 1978 the Reform Movement has
reached out to Jews-by-choice and interfaith families. Reform Jews consider children
to be Jewish if they are the child of a Jewish father or mother, so long as the child is
raised as a Jew.

the absolute equality of women in all areas of Jewish life. We were the first move-
ment to ordain women rabbis, invest women cantors, and elect women presidents of
our synagogues. 

the full participation of gays and lesbians in synagogue life as well as society at large.
From URJ.org November 2015

Friday Nov 13 7:30pm Shabbat Peace Service lay led by Ruth Livingston
Saturday Nov 14 12noon Yoga Shalom
Monday Nov 16 6-7pm Continuing course Read Hebrew led by Ruth Livingston
Friday Nov 20 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Harvey Peltz with Cantor Len
Saturday Nov 21 12noon Yoga Shalom
Saturday Nov 21 7:30pm Coffee House featuring Jessee Havey & family
Monday Nov 23 6-7pm Continuing course Read Hebrew led by Ruth Livingston
Friday Nov 27 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Allan Finkel with Cantor Len
Saturday Nov 28 12noon Yoga Shalom
Saturday Nov 28 8pm Len Udow’s CD Release & Concert “Look for a Morning”
Monday Nov 30 6-7pm Continuing course Read Hebrew led by Ruth Livingston
Friday Dec 4 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Jane Enkin & Justin Lewis

with Cantor Len
Saturday Dec 5 12noon Yoga Shalom
Saturday Dec 5 7:30pm Coffee House featuring Cat Jahnke & Dr. Rage
Monday Dec 7 6-7pm Continuing course Read Hebrew led by Ruth Livingston
Friday Dec 11 5:15pm Welcome to Shabbat Service for children with Rabbi Karen
Friday Dec 11 6:15pm Chanukah Latkes & Dairy Potluck including Shabbat

Service, lighting the chanukiah, songs & more with 
Rabbi Karen and Cantor Len

Saturday Dec 12 10am Shabbat Shacharit Service led by Rabbi Karen
Saturday Dec 12 4pm Pirkei Avot led by Rabbi Karen
Saturday Dec 12 7:30pm Havdalah & Chanukah Adult Fun Evening featuring stories, 

karaoke, gift exchange, wine & cheese & more.
Sunday Dec 13 2pm Children’s Fun Chanukah Celebration

Saying Modeh Ani - 
coping with dark mornings

My preschoolers are learning about Modeh
Ani at school, the prayer Jews say when we
get up. Here’s a translation: “I offer thanks to
you, King of living and eternity, for restoring
my soul within me, your faithfulness is great.” 

“Great!” I say on the car ride home, “Should
we start singing this tomorrow morning?”

“Not yet! Not yet! We’re making something
at school for this! There are special move-

ments to do. Mommy, we can’t just say it yet!”
Of course, right, they want to be prepared. I have four year olds who

aren’t ready yet to do this. Critical thinkers that they are, they want to
wait until they’ve got it right. OK. 

This is one of my favorite prayers, in some part because I love the
Debbie Friedman melody I was taught as a kid when I learned to sing it.
Beyond that, though, I love the message. Unlike the Christian children’s
prayer before bed, “Now I lay me down to sleep,” which offers one’s soul
to the Almighty and mentions death every night before bed, (a common
ancient metaphor for sleep), this prayer focuses on living, on the soul, on
faith, and offering thanks. I always saw these two prayers as opposites,
the one, before bed, of fear, and the Jewish one, which invites our souls
back with joy.

This time of year, mornings can be hard. It’s dark, it’s getting cold, and
frankly, a lot of us would prefer not to face it. Getting up to start the day
in the dark can be a downer. So, the idea of starting to say Modeh Ani
with my boys seemed a good antidote. Let’s do it, I thought, and the
phrase “Naaseh v’nishma” popped into my head. (Translation: “We will
do and we will hear,” from Exodus 24:7) A lot of Judaism is about doing.
Doing mitzvot (commandments) is so important that what we feel about
them, how we hear it, might come second.

In our efforts–our anxiety, to do things right, we might get held up
along the way, as my kids did. Sure, they wanted to say this new prayer,
yes, but wait, MOMMY! I need to do all the hand movements that show
me waking up! I need to show I haven’t washed yet! I need to make the
sound of a rooster crowing!

This time of year, it’s so easy to get sideswiped by that anxiety on the
way to “just doing it.” Getting up in the dark is the first thing that seems
to dissuade us…and from then on, it can be so hard to step up and do
what needs to be done. When I say “do,” I mean doing everything…not
doing something Jewish, but anything at all. Looking at some of the sta-
tistics around mental illness, we know that seasonal affectiveness disor-
der (SAD) affects many, and those suffering from all illnesses struggle
with cold. Judaism teaches us that upon getting up, we should say this
prayer, to be thankful. We should welcome our souls, that unique and
important spark within us, back to our bodies. So, maybe by doing the
prayer, we occasionally stop and hear it. Listen to ourselves–a reminder.
Let’s be grateful. Our souls say…I’m back! Things are good.

Even though the encroaching darkness and cold are hard, this is that
first check in, because if we check in, we are pretty lucky. We’re not
refugees, escaping from war. Our homes haven’t been bombed by insur-
gents. In Winnipeg, we’re not risking brutal attack. Bed is warm and most
of us have full bellies. We can pursue meaningful activities, whether it is
work or school or helping others. In a sense, we’ve got it made.

We’re supposed to do Modeh Ani first thing. After that, it is well-worth
reflecting on it. That ripple of thankfulness and joy that we feel, when we
sing and hear what was said, can help us onward. We can do tzedakah for
refugees. (Canada is matching donations to charities, such as the Red
Cross, to help refugees through the end of December.) We can get up and
make change…in our households, at our jobs or schools, in the commu-
nity or the world.

Getting out of bed is hard. Yet the notion of “naaseh v’nishma” gives
us one more gift. G-d grants us this task. We’ve got to do it, so get out of
bed, and afterwards, you can reflect on it. Paul Simon, the gifted Jewish
songwriter, suggests that sometimes “I’m fakin’ it. I’m not really makin’
it.” 

So, I encourage my boys to try out the prayer with me, every so often,
while we’re working on those movements and the art project at school.
Just pretend, I suggest. What they don’t realize is that it’s not the hand
movements or the art project that matter. While we’re fakin’ it, pretend-
ing to be upstanding people, we might trick ourselves into doing the right
things anyway. Even if it’s learning to say Modeh Ani, or getting out of
bed. This is the beginning of a positive feedback loop….because some-
times we can trick ourselves into doing even bigger, better, happier, more
beneficial things. We can smile and say hello to others on the street. We
can try to be helpful, positive people. We can do these things because we
realize how lucky we are. We didn’t, in fact, die in the night, or risk los-
ing our souls, our unique identities. It’s a good day– to say Modeh Ani.

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mother of twin
preschoolers. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and edu-
cator. See more of her work on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Community news
put into the hands of the Jewish Child and
Family Service, as will be explained later.)
The 34,000 was sufficient to allow the
Pembina Mennonite Fellowship Church in

Morden, Manitoba to receive authorization as the “constituent group”
sponsor of the first Yazidi family, meaning that members of that church
would be responsible “to provide the refugees with care, lodging, settle-
ment assistance and support for the duration of the sponsorship period”,
which is usually for a one-year period.

Recently the drive to assist Yazidi refugees took a different twist when the
Jewish Child and Family Service agreed to become directly involved in the
refugee assistance program. Donations have been accepted and will contin-
ue to be accepted by JCFS for Yazidi refugees. Further, the additional four
Yazidi families who have been approved by the Canadian government as
refugees who will be allowed to come to Manitoba sometime within the next
18 months (pending the cooperation of a very obstreperous Turkish govern-
ment), and who are currently in camps in Turkey, will be sponsored by the
JCFS. JCFS will act as the Constituent or Sponsor group for the next four
families who have been identified through Operation Ezra. These families
have all been registered with the UNHCR as refugees and applications to
bring them to Manitoba are all in process. 

At a meeting convened by Al Benarroch, executive director of JCFS, on
Monday, October 26, a large number of representatives of Jewish organiza-
tions and synagogues, gathered together to discuss what each of their orga-
nizations might be able to contribute to the effort to aid Yazidi refugees.

According to Benarroch, JCFS “has a long history in settlement and reset-
tlement work going back even to the boat people in the 70s.” He also cited
“Russian refuseniks and Bosnians that had some Jewish connections” as
other types of refugees who have received JCFS assistance in the past.

Benarroch said that over 20 people showed up – from about ten of the
groups that were invited.

In addition, several key volunteers who have already played a major role
in the Yazidi assistance program, including Michel Aziza, Bob Freedman,
Yolanda Papini Pollock, Belle Jarniewski and Leslie Wilder, were in atten-
dance. Finally, representatives of the Mennonite Central Committee were
also invited, but were not able to attend. (“They are the ones that have the
formal agreement with the federal government for sponsorship of refugees,”
Benarroch explained.)

“JCFS and other partners will be signing on as the ‘constituent group’,” he
added. That’s the group that “is responsible for raising the funds and sup-
porting the families upon arrival.”

“We’ve entered into this as providing the formal structure as the con-
stituent group,” Benarroch said, “with the understanding that the volunteer
laypeople will be doing most of the heavy lifting around the needs of the
families upon arrival and in terms of raising the necessary funds.”

JCFS will play a major role once refugees have arrived here, in conjunc-
tion with the volunteers who will be stepping forward. “We have links with-
in the settlement sector – everything from employment, to language train-
ing, counseling and treatment. So we’ll bring that wealth of experience,”
Benarroch noted.

Why the Yazidis, you might ask? Benarroch suggested that “there’s such
a close mirroring to our own Jewish history of 70 years ago, with the
Holocaust. They have no homeland to return to, they’ve been heavily per-
secuted, decimated and traumatized.” The Yazidis are a people that num-
bered over 22 million some 700 years ago, but who now total only approx-
imately 700,000, Benarroch explained.

Currently the JCFS is accepting funds for Operation Ezra toward Yazidi
refugee relief and is issuing tax receipts for those donations. As far as what
the various organizations that were invited to attend the October 26 meeting
are concerned, Benarroch said it will be left up to each of them to consider
how they might contribute, if at all. Some may decide “to collect pots and
pans, clothing, to tutor in English, or even consider taking on sponsorship
of another family” he suggested.

But, when it comes to helping a group that, until quite recently, for all
intents and purposes, was totally unknown in this part of the world, I asked
Benarroch how we, as Jews, are supposed to feel about getting involved in
such a big way with people about whom we know almost nothing. I said to
him: “We know nothing about the Yazidis - they know nothing about us.
How is this going to play with members of Winnipeg’s Jewish community?”

Benarroch admitted that he’s been asked by members of the community
why JCFS is helping “Muslims” from Syria? He acknowledged that the
plight of all refugees, including Muslims displaced from Syria is tragic, but
there is widespread ignorance about who the Yazidis are. The fact is though,
that Yazidis are not Muslims. (Their religion actually derives from the
ancient Zoroastrian religion. Interestingly, while Yazidis do speak Kurdish
as their mother tongue, there is a pervasive hostility between some Yazidis
and some Kurds. More about this in my Short Takes column.)

I also asked Benarroch how all this fits into the federal government’s plan
to bring in 25,000 Syrian refugees by the end of the year and Premier Greg
Selinger’s commitment to bring in 10,000 immigrants  to this province next
year. (While some of those immigrants will be refugees, by no means will

all immigrants here be refugees.)
Benarroch answered that, while some of the members of Operation Ezra

met with a representative of the province, that representative was glad to
hear that the Jewish initiative was not asking for any financial aid. As far as
where this all fits with what the federal government might be doing, it’s a
little too early to know. (By the way, I helped to organize a meeting between
Jim Carr and Winnipeg Friends of Israel in the summer where Carr was
brought up to speed on the Yazidi situation, so I’m sure that Carr is going to
be lobbied to help Yazidi refugees now that he’s a cabinet minister.)

In the meantime, Benarroch said that, while JCFS is accepting donations
on behalf of Yazidi refugee relief for the community effort, and questions
about the program to aid them which, as noted previously, was labeled
“Operation Ezra” by Winnipeg Friends of Israel should be directed to
Michel Aziza at michel.aziza08@gmail.com.

In a press release issued by the Jewish Federation on Friday, November 5,
it was stated that “The Jewish community of Winnipeg is honoured to play
an active role in helping Yazidi refugees find a new home in Canada. 

“The Yazidis have been persecuted over the centuries. They are a
monotheistic ethnic community with ancient roots and their own distinct
religion and culture. The Yazidis have been targeted for annihilation by ISIS
(Islamic State of Iraq and Syria). They hail mostly from Iraq; however, they
no longer have a homeland. Many are languishing in refugee camps where
they are subjected not only to prejudice but to violence. A small Yazidi com-
munity came to Winnipeg and now numbers approximately 180 members.
Not only do we share with the Yazidis our experience of historical prejudice
and genocidal persecution, but we also have a deep understanding of the dif-
ficulties endemic to settlement in a new country. Our two communities
share a keen desire to be a part of Canada in every sense as contributing
members of a strong and democratic society. 

“The plight of the Yazidis was brought to the attention of the Jewish and
general communities during an exceptional program organized by Winnipeg
Friends of Israel. Indeed, WFI has spearheaded efforts to not only raise
awareness but to raise the funds necessary to support and sponsor Yazidi
refugees. In fact, to date, the campaign has raised approximately $120,000
- sufficient funds to sponsor 4 families and is currently working on a fifth.”

Yazidis
Continued from page 1.

The wounded attacker was given plas-
ma, a very expensive blood substitute
which Israel brings in from Germany.
The treatment is something only the IDF

has, noted an IDF spokesperson. This use of plasma outside of a hospi-
tal, in an emergency or battlefield setting, was first attempted in Israel in
2013 on another Palestinian, who had been injured in a car accident. In
this most recent case, the use of that technique saved the Palestinian
attacker’s life

The IDF spokesperson noted that IDF medical teams regular treat
wounded terrorists as well Palestinian civilians in the West Bank.

In the same vein, Michael Ordman, in a recent report in The Jerusalem
Post online notes that Israel’s emergency services Magen David Adom
recently completed its first training course for 15 young medics who will
provide emergency response to Jews and Arabs in Eastern Jerusalem. The
medics are bilingual in Hebrew and Arabic. 

Despite the incitement from the Palestinian Arab leadership, Israel con-
tinues to provide medical assistance to PA residents (including heart
surgery for the brother-in-law of PA President – for life, it seems –
Mahmud Abbas). Israel’s Civil Administration took Palestinian Arab
doctors from the PA city of Jenin to Israel’s Emeq Afula hospital where
they learned the workings of the surgery, trauma, internal medicine and
pediatric care departments. And Israeli humanitarian organization “Save
a Child’s Heart” (SACH) is performing life-saving surgery on PA and
Gaza children at its Wolfson Medical Center in Holon. Ordman also notes
that the Jerusalem Foundation has opened a home in Abu Tor for Jewish
and Arab children with hearing impairments. It contains four pre-school
classes and an audiology institute with clinics and advanced technology.
And Israel has been showing its “Education Without Borders” photo
exhibition to the United Nations in Geneva to highlight that it is the only
Middle East country to provide education for all hospitalized children,
including Arabs and minorities.

Even Arabs outside of Israel are getting to see the benefits of co-oper-
ating with Israelis, Ordman pointed out. Egypt’s Ahmed El Hady - fellow
at Princeton University’s Neuroscience Institute - is co-chair of the
NeuroBridges 2015 Conference - a scientific meeting of the minds
between Arabs and Israelis. The international media doesn’t mention that
the first contact many Arab migrants have on reaching European shores
is with Israelis. On the Greek island of Lesbos they first meet IsraAID
Doctor Tali Shaltiel from Jerusalem and Nurse Majeda Kardosh from
Nazareth who treat them for hypothermia, dehydration, wounds, illness-
es and trauma.

Ordman ends his most recent posting with the words of Lebanese-born,
Canadian Arab Fred Maroun who has written: “Why do the overwhelm-
ing majority of Israelis respond to hate with love? I believe that Judaism
teaches love because love is effective while hate is not.

Comment
Continued from page 5.
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Two irreconcilable narratives
The Two State Delusion
Israel and Palestine – 
A Tale of Two Narratives
Padraig O’Malley
Viking, New York, 2015
493 pages

Reviewed by 
JOSEPH LEVEN

Followers of events in Israel
and the Middle East have been
hearing about the ‘two state
solution’ and the ‘peace
process’ since at least 1991, if
not longer. We all know what
those terms refer to – some kind
of a negotiated settlement to
‘the conflict’ between Israel
and the Palestinians.

There have been seemingly
countless summits, conferences, sets of negotiations, agree-
ments and near-agreements during those 25 years and yet, are
we any further along on the road to peace than we were when
the process began?

In The Two State Delusion author Padraig O’Malley takes on
this important question and his conclusion is far from encour-
aging. O’Malley, Professor of Peace and Reconciliation at the
University of Massachusetts, was deeply involved in settling
the long-standing conflict in Northern Ireland as well as the struggle for
independence in South Africa, and he has written extensively about those
historic settlements.

O’Malley spent six years from 2009-2014 researching the Israel-
Palestine conflict and has now summarized his research findings in The
Two State Delusion. This book is for the general reader and the scholar
alike. With the exception of part of Chapter 2, the book is quite readable
for a non-academic audience. However, it is extremely heavily footnoted
with the footnotes occasionally taking up half the page, and the notes and
bibliography run for 140 pages.

The chapters of the book cover topics like Hamas, refugees, settlers, eco-
nomics and demographics. Chapter by chapter O’Malley examines the key
issues constituting the conflict and in each case he reaches the same
gloomy conclusion – the two parties are too far apart for there to be any
serious hope of a settlement being reached. And it all starts with what
O’Malley calls conflicting narratives.

Each of the two sides has an image of itself and of the other side that
leaves no room for compromise. To quote:

“Israeli Jews live in a country that is prosperous and democratic, a high-
ly developed homeland for Jews from every corner of the earth;
Palestinians have never accepted the logic that declares that their homeland

must be sacrificed to that purpose.
Agreement to share the land seems
impossible. The respective historical
narratives that justify each side’s
ownership of the same land are com-
peting narratives and irreconcilable.”

O’Malley explains that the
Palestinian perspective starts with
the events of 1948, which they refer
to as the Naqba, the Great
Catastrophe. They forever see them-
selves as victims, continually humil-
iated by Israel. In their view, Israel is
fully responsible for everything bad
that has happened and it is Israel’s
responsibility to fix things. In partic-
ular Israel must recognize the right of
the Palestinian refugees to return to
their homes.

In the words of Sari Nusseibeh,
former president of Al Quds univer-
sity:

“We (the Palestinians) are a very
ego-centred people. We look at the
world through our own lens, and we
don’t see anything else...Occupation
has created a state of self-centred-
ness.”

On the other hand, the Israeli narrative begins with the Jews’ own cata-
strophe, the Holocaust. In O’Malley’s view, the Israelis will not let go of
the Holocaust. Instead they drill the memory of it into their children and
create a national identity based on the fear of a reoccurrence of catastrophe
and an absolute determination that it will not happen again.

The Israelis see themselves as a small minority within a hostile Middle
East, surrounded by enemies. They are convinced that, given the chance,
the Palestinians would drive them into the sea. In the Israeli narrative, all
the wars and conflicts were started by the Arabs and the Palestinians have
only themselves to blame for not having their own state. Israel has always
been ready for peace, but the Palestinians have always refused. 

O’Malley’s conclusion then is that until each side can at least recognize
the other side’s narrative as valid for that side, even if they totally reject it
as false, until that time the peace process will remain stillborn. 

On reading the manuscript for The Two State Delusion, O’Malley’s
friends asked him what is his vision for the future? What can he say that
will leave his readers with some hope? To which O’Malley replies, “Why
should I be so presumptuous as to dare to provide a vision for people who
refuse to provide one for themselves, not just in the here and now, but in
the future too?” A very bleak conclusion to a very well written book.

(The Two State Delusion is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

Padraig O’Malley

By JODIE SHUPAC, Staff Reporter, Canadian Jewish News
There were three Jewish MPs before the Oct. 19 federal election, but by

the end of the next day, there were six, all of them Liberal and all of them
new to the House of Commons.

Canada’s first-ever Jewish finance minister, Joe Oliver, was defeated in
his Toronto riding, as was Tory MP Mark Adler, while Irwin Cotler didn’t
seek re-election in Mount Royal.

Beating Adler in York Centre was Liberal Michael Levitt, while Cote St.
Luc Mayor Anthony Housefather bested Tory Robert Libman in Mount
Royal, Liberal Jim Carr prevailed over Conservative MP Joyce Bateman
in Winnipeg South Centre, Karina Gould in Burlington, Julie Dabrusin in
Toronto-Danforth and in Quebec’s Laurentides–Labelle riding, David
Graham took the seat for the Liberals.

With 20,282 votes (32 per cent), Graham defeated Bloc Québécois can-
didate Johanne Régimbald (18,807, 30 per cent) and NDPer Simon-Pierre
Landry (16,624, 26 per cent).

NDP MP Marc-André Morin had held the riding since 2011, but he lost
the nomination to Landry.

“I very much appreciate the support of the voters of the riding where I
grew up,” Graham told The CJN.

“I worked very hard, knocking on thousands of doors and attending hun-
dreds of events across the riding, which, at 19,634 square kilometres is
almost identical in territory to Israel [20,770 square kilometeres]. I believe
the Laurentians were ready for a real change, and I am proud to be deliv-
ering it for my community.”

It was first time running for political office for Graham, who is Jewish
on his mother’s side. His grandparents were Beno Eskenazi, a Sephardi

immigrant from Istanbul and a successful Montreal civil engineer, and
Goldie Wolofsky, granddaughter of Kanader Adler newspaper founder
Hirsch Wolofsky. His father’s family is a mix of Catholic and Protestant.

Meanwhile, in an upset, Julie Dabrusin beat NDP incumbent Craig Scott
in former NDP leader Jack Layton’s riding of Toronto-Danforth by a
1,200-vote margin.

Oliver lost the hotly contested riding of Eglinton-Lawrence, which he’d
held since 2011, when he beat incumbent Liberal cabinet minister Joe
Volpe. Jews comprise just under a quarter of the riding.

With 39 per cent of the votes, Oliver was defeated by Liberal candidate
and lawyer Marco Mendicino, who won 50 per cent.

They were trailed by former Saskatchewan NDP finance minister
Andrew Thomson, who garnered six per cent.

In Toronto’s York Centre, where three Jews went head to head as the top
contenders, Levitt won the historically Liberal riding back for his party,
beating the incumbent Adler, who served one term and garnered attention
during the election campaign for (falsely) claiming in some of his cam-
paign signage to be the first-ever MP who was the child of a Holocaust
survivor.

The race was close, with Levitt grabbing 47 per cent of the vote and
Adler getting 44 per cent. Palliative care doctor Hal Berman came in third
for the NDP, with seven per cent.

In Montreal’s high-profile Mount Royal, a Liberal riding for 75 years
that the Tories had hoped to capture after whittling away at Cotler’s mar-
gin of victory over the past two elections, Housefather won handily with

Six Jewish MPs elected October 19

Continued on page 11. See “Jewish candidates”.



Is Palestinian Authority incitement
responsible for recent terror wave?

By BEN SALES
TEL AVIV (JTA) -- Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas

accused Israel of tampering with the status quo on Jerusalem's Temple
Mount. He railed against Jews defiling the holy site with their "filthy feet."
He claimed, falsely, that Israeli security forces had killed a 13-year old
Palestinian boy.

It's that sort of rhetoric that has led Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to charge Abbas with inciting the wave of stabbing attacks by
Palestinians that has swept Israel over the past month and a half.

But some Palestinian and Israeli experts say Abbas does not support vio-
lence and has little power to influence the attacks. They note his long his-
tory of supporting nonviolent resistance, reiterated as recently as
September in a speech to the United Nations, and the continued coopera-
tion of Palestinian security forces with their Israeli counterparts.

And though his rhetoric may be harsh, these experts say, Abbas has so lit-
tle influence among his constituents that his statements have scant effect.

“Abbas couldn’t even incite a rabid dog,” said Mouin Rabbani, a senior
fellow at the Institute for Palestine Studies think tank. “It’s not just him as
a leader having no authority and influence, it’s the whole political class.
The people who have been demonstrating, carrying out these spasms, have
been acting on a completely unorganized basis.”

Last month, Israel released a compilation of recent statements and social
media posts from Abbas' Fatah faction that the government says amounts
to incitement to violence. Examples showed caricatures of Jews being
stabbed and punched.

“These Palestinian kids were indoctrinated on a daily basis in schools, in
kindergarten even, in children’s magazines published by the Palestinian
Authority, by Palestinian TV,” said Yuval Steinitz, Israel’s energy minister,
at a media briefing last month, referring to Palestinian children who had
engaged in acts of violence aimed at Israelis. “There is no other explana-
tion.”

Speaking to the United Nations in September, Abbas accused Israel of
threatening Palestinian religious rights at the Temple Mount, a charge
Israel vehemently denies. Earlier in the month, in an interview on
Palestinian television, Abbas said: “We welcome every drop of blood
spilled in Jerusalem.” Speaking about the Al-Aqsa mosque in Jerusalem,
he said Israelis “have no right to dirty it with their filthy feet.”

In October, Abbas falsely claimed in a speech that Israeli forces killed a
13-year-old Palestinian who had attempted a stabbing. In fact, the boy was
recovering in an Israeli hospital.

This kind of language, says Eran Lerman, a former deputy chief of
Israel's National Security Council, is endemic to the Palestinian leadership.

"In the Palestinian domestic arena, the more virulent you are, the more
influential you're likely to be," said Lerman, a fellow at Bar-Ilan
University's Begin-Sadat Center for Strategic Studies. He said attackers
"continue to draw encouragement from a climate of incitement, and in this
respect there's no question that the P.A.'s behavior is a contributing factor."

Abbas in particular has seen his influence decline. An October poll by the
Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research found that nearly two-

thirds of Palestinians want him to resign. The
same poll found a majority of Palestinians call-
ing the P.A. a “burden on the Palestinian peo-
ple” and two-thirds accusing it of insufficient
action against “settlers’ terrorism.” A majority
of Palestinians support a return to an armed
intifada.

“He said some pretty bad things in his recent
speech. He shouldn't have said some of the
things he said,” said Gershon Baskin, founder
of the Israel-Palestine Center for Research and
Information, a joint Israeli-Palestinian think
tank, referring to Abbas' U.N. address.

"But he's talking to his home audience,”
Baskin added. “Now he's facing a situation
where he has little legitimacy on the ground.
Most people think he should pack up and go.
He's holding onto whatever legitimacy he can
gather."

But even if Abbas were to take a more dovish
tack, says Elias Zananiri, deputy chairman of
the PLO Committee for Interaction with Israeli
Society, there’s little he could do to stop the
violence. The Palestinian Authority, Zananiri
said, has little control over what have, in many
cases, been lone wolf attacks by young men.

“It’s not an organized campaign against
Israel,” he said. “It’s boys going to school,
[and] on the way back from school they try to
stab an Israeli. That’s a question that’s far
beyond everybody, not just President Abbas.”
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Exciting Opportunity for Jewish Adult Education:
The Jewish Renaissance Lecture Series 
Jewish Leadership Through the Ages
Is it possible for a scientist/philosopher to believe in God? How do

we bring order and content to Jewish education? Should all Jews move
back to Israel? How do I explain in a politically correct manner why I
am a Jew and not a Christian? Politics in action: how do I protect the
interests of the Jewish community with a hostile government? Why
does anti-Semitism keep raising its head?

Many of these questions are familiar to us, as they have been for the
Jewish people over the past 2000 years. In different periods, in differ-
ent countries, Jews have had to formulate responses to these recurring
issues. In this exciting new course, we will study these questions in
various contexts, focusing on different periods from Jewish history.
We will travel back and forth through time from Jewish Spain, to lead-
ing female Torah scholars in Israel (January), to issues of Jewish peo-
plehood in our time (February), to visions for the “New Jew” around
1900 (March), and back to politics in the Hebrew Bible (April). 
Portraits of Leaders in Jewish Spain: From Golden Age to
Expulsion

Each month we will focus on four leaders, beginning in Spain.
Though quite a few centuries and an ocean apart, there are many sim-
ilarities between the current Jewish community in North America and
that of medieval Spain. Jews were full participants in government, sci-
ence, philosophy and literature, and were often leaders in these fields.
Some of the greatest works of Hebrew poetry and Jewish philosophy
were written in Spain. Different from our present situation were the
periods with discrimination, persecution and forced conversion. 

Spanish Jewry produced some of our greatest leaders: Maimonides,
the foremost scientist and Jewish scholar of his day, Yehuda Halevi,
Hebrew poet par excellence, Nachmanides, defender of Judaism, and
Abravanel, who discovered that even his financial usefulness and con-
siderable diplomatic skills were no match for the anti-Semitism of his
time. 

Studying their writings, we view into their world. We discover their
love for their fellow Jews and their passion for Judaism. We will see
how they struggled with these recurring questions, often while over-
coming considerable obstacles in their personal lives. After a brief
review of the historical context, we will focus on the challenges of each
period and each leader’s response. As we reflect on what we can learn
from their leadership, we’ll be inspired by their vision and courage. 

This four-part lunch and learn series will be taught by Dr. Ruth
Ashrafi, MA (Talmud), PhD (Midrash and Medieval Hebrew
Literature). Dr. Ashrafi is Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun’s Director of
Education, Programming and Ritual. She is also Judaic Studies
Coordinator at Gray Academy of Jewish Education.

November 22- Through the Eyes of Maimonides
November 29- Through the Eyes of Yehuda Halevi
December 6- Through the Eyes of Nachmanides
December 13- Through the Eyes of Abravanel
Classes will begin at noon in the social hall and run through 1:30 pm.

$30 includes 4 lunches plus study guide. Registration is required and
childcare is available.
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
As a student of Hebrew literature I always thought that this literature is a direct continuation

of the bible. A writer is a modern prophet or rabbi and the bible is universal. After teaching
Bialik and Agnon to my students I realized that today Jewish literature in non-Jewish languages
is the new bible and that Hebrew and Yiddish literature should be read as personal and subjec-
tive accounts of Jewish individuals. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

about 50 per cent of the vote, to Libman’s 38 per
cent.

In Burlington, Gould, 28, beat three-term
Conservative MP Mike Wallace, garnering 32,228
votes (46 per cent) to his 29,778 (42.5 per cent).

In Toronto-St. Paul’s, which is also home to
many Jews, longtime Liberal incumbent Carolyn
Bennett won by a landslide, followed by
Conservative Marnie MacDougall. First-time can-
didate Noah Richler, son of famous Jewish novel-
ist Mordecai Richler, came third for the NDP.

In Thornhill, NDP candidate Lorne Cherry lost
to incumbent Tory MP Peter Kent, who held onto
the riding easily.

Out west, in British Columbia, first-time NDP
candidate Mira Oreck, formerly Pacific region
director of Canadian Jewish Congress and current
director of public engagement at the Broadbent
Institute, was defeated in the newly created riding
of Vancouver-Granville.

Despite the fact Leadnow, a group advocating
for strategic voting among Liberal and NDP sup-
porters, endorsed Oreck, she came in third with
10,394 votes, losing to Liberal Jody Wilson-
Raybould, former regional chief of the Assembly
of First Nations, and trailing Conservative Erinn
Broshko, a corporate lawyer and businessman.

As was expected, NDP leader Tom Mulcair beat
out Liberal candidate and lawyer Rachel
Bendayan in the Montreal riding of Outrement,
but the race was surprisingly close, with Bendayan
getting 34 per cent of the votes to Mulcair’s 44 per
cent.

Also not surprisingly, Green Party candidate
Frances Litman, who ran in the new Vancouver
Island riding of Esquimalt-Saanich-Sooke, came
third, with the riding taken by the NDP’s Randall
Garrison.

In West Vancouver-Sunshine Coast-Sea to Sky
Country, Green candidate Ken Melamed came in
fourth place. The riding, which went Conservative
after John Weston nabbed it in 2008, was won this
time around by Liberal candidate and former West
Vancouver mayor Pamela Goldsmith-Jones.

In Alberta, former MLA, city councillor and
2013 mayoral candidate Karen Leibovici lost for
the Liberals in the re-formed riding of Edmonton
West, which historically had gone back and forth
between the Liberals and the Tories, and was last
held by former Liberal cabinet minister Anne
McLellan in 2004. It was won Oct. 19 by
Conservative Kelly McCauley.

In Winnipeg South Centre, Liberal Carr, a for-
mer newspaper columnist and president of the
Manitoba Business Council, as well as a vocal
supporter of Israel, defeated Conservative incum-
bent Bateman.

In Ontario, Conservative Yonatan Rozenszajn, a
31-year-old lawyer who immigrated to Canada
from Israel in 1999, came a distant third in
Hamilton Centre, with close to 6,000 votes. The
riding was won by incumbent and former provin-
cial cabinet minister David Christopherson for the
NDP. Liberal Anne Tennier came second, with
close to 14,000 votes.

NDP candidate and Hamilton-Wentworth School
Board trustee Alex Johnstone, who proclaimed
ignorance about the concentration camp
Auschwitz when a satirical website uncovered a
2008 Facebook post of hers in which she joked
that fencepost in a picture from the death camp
looked like a penis, came third in Hamilton West-
Ancaster-Dundas. The riding was won by Liberal
Filomena Tassi.

In downtown Toronto’s Davenport riding, Green
candidate Dan Stein came in fourth place. The real
surprise there was Liberal Julie Dzerowicz beating
NDP incumbent Andrew Cash.

Jewish candidates
Continued from page 9.



By BERNIE BELLAN
On November 28 Len Udow, well-known

songwriter, music producer, singer, and – for
the past 15 years, cantor at Temple Shalom,
will be releasing his most recent CD – and his
second largely devoted to cantorial music.

Titled “Modeh Ani”, “the CD is full of piyu-
tim or poems thanks to rabbis who have con-
tributed over the centuries to our siddurim,”
says Udow. “There are also more secular
items, like ‘The Yid,’” he adds (which Udow
sang at the fabulous cantors’ concert featuring
six different cantors a year and a half ago) -
“the story of my Jewish childhood.”

The songs on this CD are some of his
favourites, he says. “These are melodies that
I’ve been lucky enough to introduce to people
during a service – and listen to their response

– and now I’m sharing them with a wider commu-
nity.”

“But I’ve done some other things” on this CD,
says Udow. “I’ve reached into my own vault of
music and I’ve pulled one out written by Jerry
Cohen (now deceased), a former Winnipegger,
who sang at the Y a lot with a group that was the
Four Tops of their day.

“Anyway, Jerry gave me a song in 1965” (which
was the year that Udow left Winnipeg for Toronto,
where he spent the next 20 years of his life),
“called ‘Look for a Morning’ – and that’s the name
of this project. It’s based on morning prayers like
‘Modeh Ani – I’m thankful for another day of
life.” 

I asked Udow whether this CD could be
described as “mostly liturgical songs”. He said: “I
don’t know whether ‘liturgical’ would be the right

word”, but they all have a connection to the
prayer community.”

As for the languages in which he sings, Udow
said that there’s Hebrew and English, but no real
Yiddish. There’s what he described as
“Yinglish”. “I do mention Chaver Zolf of the
Peretz Shul” on the CD (who taught Udow when
he was a student there in the late 50s).

“In describing the album,” he explains, “it’s a
Len Udow album. It has to do with my journey –
from my youth into more contemplative dotage;
my uncle calls it ‘do-it age’. I just brought some
musical creativity to where I’m at.”

Udow explains how he came to serve as cantor
at Temple Shalom. “When I was asked to come
here it was with the idea of taking the ‘chazanes’
away from the concertized role, away from the
artifice of cantorial, and bring it to everyone to
sing.”

Going back to his formative years, Udow
acknowledges the tremendous influence growing
up in a highly musical family had. His mother,
Sarah (née Boroditsky), aunt Belva (a.k.a.
“Paikie”), and uncle David all had fabulously
successful musical careers. As for his father,
Saul, Udow says that his father claimed to have
been a violinist at one point, “but apparently
when he played the violin for me when I was a
baby, he brought me to tears” – and he never
heard his father play the violin again. (“He was a
great admirer of my mother’s career” though,
Udow adds.)

Later, like most other Jewish boys growing up
in Winnipeg in the 50s and 60s, he fell under the
influence of famed cantor Chazan Benjamin
Brownstone (or “Bronshtein”, as he was known). 

I asked Udow whether Bronshtein ever gave
him a nickname (which he invariably did to
almost everyone in his choirs.) “No, he didn’t,”
says Udow, but he gave one to my brother (Ira):
“Perry Como – because he was so smooth and
suave”.

Udow’s varied career has seen him work as a
musician in Toronto for the latter part of the 60s
and all through the 70s. When he returned to
Winnipeg in the 80s, in addition to working as a
teacher he was both a songwriter and a member
of a quartet known as “The Short Notice
Quartet”. (A sample of their work can be seen on
Youtube, he notes). “We played for the Queen in
1987, played with the symphony orchestra, sang
with Bob Mullen and his jazz orchestra, and did
concerts around Manitoba.” 

Later, Udow forged a new career through his
involvement with famed children’s entertainer
Fred Penner. It was at that point, he says, that he
decided to leave teaching and devote himself to
music full time, this time as Penner’s producer.

In addition, Udow says, he “began to play the
banjo, piano, guitar” – and sang with Penner for
many years as they began to take the show on the 
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Len Udow to release new CD November 28

Len Udow
“These are melodies that I’ve been lucky
enough to introduce to people during a service
– and listen to their response – and now I’m
sharing them with a wider community.”

Continued on next page.



2015 has been a year of partnership and new direction for the Sarah
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble. On November 17th at the Club Regent Event
Centre, the group will present the result of one of their biggest collabora-
tions yet: a concert called Meridian.

An artistic partnership between Chai, the Verba Ukrainian Dance
Company, and klezmer band The Black Sea Station (made up of musicians
Daniel Koulack, Ben Mink, Nicolai Prisacar, Victor Schultz, and Myron
Schultz), Meridian has sought to share and re-imagine klezmer music and
Jewish and Ukrainian folk dance traditions.

The project originated in September 2014 when Chai and Verba per-
formed separately during the opening weekend of the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights. Recognizing a shared mandate, Chai’s dance director,
Elan Marchinko, approached Verba about joining forces.

Two other partnerships followed: Israeli choreographer Shai Gottesman,
a long-time collaborator with Chai, was inspired by the original klezmer
music of The Black Sea Station. The Black Sea Station, seeing an oppor-
tunity to have their music shared in a new way, came
on board shortly after and began arranging and
rehearsing their music with Chai.

Members of both Chai and Verba says that this pro-
ject has been a positive learning experience, both
artistically and culturally.

“Verba’s mandate is to collaborate with other cul-
tural arts groups to learn about the differences and,
more importantly, the similarities we share. We have
learned so much throughout this journey with Chai -
we share much more than we ever thought”, says
Johanna Chabluk, one of Verba’s co-founders.

“We always strive to grow as an organization”,
says Alex Serebnitski, who has danced with Chai for

10 years. “Verba has given us a fresh perspective and has inspired us to
keep learning and opening our minds to other cultures”.

For Serebnitski, Meridian also has personal significance. “I was born in
Ukraine to a Ukrainian father and a Russian mother who were born
Jewish”, he says. “For me this show is very special since these cultures are
things I grew up with and I never thought of them as separate or distant
from each other. This process has reinforced to me that the differences are
smaller than we realize”.

The show’s venue is also represents a new direction for Chai. The Club
Regent Event Centre opened just in time for Chai’s 50th anniversary alum-
ni concert in 2014 and has quickly become known as one of Winnipeg’s
nicest and most versatile concert venues.

Meridian will be presented on November 17 at 8:00PM. 
Tickets are available online at www.brownpapertickets.ca or by calling

the Chai office at 204-477-7497.
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Chai in concert November 17

road throughout Canada and the U.S.
Udow says that once he left Winnipeg for the “big

city” of Toronto, he had distanced himself from his
Jewish past for the most part, although “it sort of
accompanied me, but I didn’t pursue any Jewish
musical expression – until I was kind of invited to
come here” (Temple Shalom) in 2000.

Udow’s about-to-be unveiled CD follows upon an
earlier CD of Jewish melodies he released two years
ago, which was titled “Shabbat Shalom”. “It was
Friday night Shabbat, all the steps involved in wel-
coming Shabbat,” Udow explains.

“I was tempted to do a CD of Saturday morning
Shabbat” songs, he continues but, as he notes, the
theme expanded and the title of the CD, “Look for a
Morning”, is more general in tone, as Udow
“branched out in other directions for the images of
morning prayer.”

As an example of this branching out, Udow refers
to a song titled “Glorious Night”, which he “used to
sing back in the 70s, written by my friend, Patrick
Godfrey.”

“I brought that song together with a black spiritu-
al called ‘Let me Fly’ “, he explains.

“The last verse of ‘Glorious Night’ has to do with
waking in the morning,” Udow says, “and making a
prayer. The song has to do with Patrick’s grateful-
ness of being alive,” he notes.

The entire CD relate to the “shul” representing life
long learnign, love and support in our community,”
Udow adds. " ‘Look For A Morning’ is my contri-
bution to that continuum.”

Various other Winnipeg musicians, including
Shayla Fink and Tracy Kasner Greaves also con-
tiributed to the making of the CD, Udow notes.

There are 11 songs on the CD altogether, Udow
says. It will be for sale at Temple Shalom, also at
Desserts Plus. Out-of-towners will be able to order
a CD directly from Udow by contacting him at
lenudow@mymts.net.

As part of the CD launch Friday evening
November 28, Udow says there will also be the
showing of a film about the famed fictitious town of
Chelm, titled “Village of Idiots”. In addition,
Temple Shalom’s “Friday Night Live Band” will be
performing with Udow during the launch, along
with some other special guests.

Continued from previous page.

Tuesday | November 17, 2015 | 8pm 
Club Regent Event Centre | 1425 Regent Ave. West

tickets | www.brownpapertickets.ca 
or 204.477.7497

Featuring The Black Sea Station
With special guests Verba Ukrainian Dance Company
Choreography by Shai Gottesman

F O LK E N S E M B L E

SARAH SOMMER

Sarah Sommer 
Chai Folk Ensemble

presents
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Argentinean Cynthia Fidel discusses impact of AMIA bombing
An Argentinean elementary school educational

outreach program, Little Authors, Big Ideas, is
helping bring young people closer to the books
and archival material that were recovered after
the terrorist bombing of the AMIA (Mutual
Israelite-Argentinean Association) in Buenos
Aires on July 18, 1994, according to Cynthia
Fidel, the former Cultural Outreach Coordinator
of IWO – the Institute for Jewish Research in

Argentina.
Fidel, who now lives in Winnipeg with her husband and two young chil-

dren, was the featured speaker at a joint program – After the AMIA
Bombing: Recovering the Cultural Heritage of IWO – of B’nai B’rith
Canada Midwest Region and the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada on October 29 in the Multipurpose Room of the Asper Jewish
Community Campus.

The event attracted about 35 people.
“I was in awe of Cynthia’s dedication and passion to educating young

people about the events of AMIA, the destruction and the wonderful work
done by young people to restore the historic records and archives,” said
Irwin Lipnowski, a professor of economics at the University of Manitoba,
who made some brief introductory remarks prior to Fidel’s talk.

“Her work is a wonderful example of how to take a totally evil event and
use it for a good purpose, namely educating the young. She’s an inspira-
tion.”

Fidel first showed a short but moving film, “Youngsters Who Preserved
the Memory: A Story of Love for the Books, Culture, and History.”

The documentary, which was produced by journalist and writer Rodolfo
Compte, tells the story of the 800 volunteers, mostly young people between
15 and 22 years old from Argentina and many other countries around the
world, who rescued books, objects, and works of art, historical documents
and other collections of the IWO Foundation.

The documentary was released in educational and cultural venues across
Argentina and abroad. In the past six years it has been presented and exhib-
ited in primary schools under the umbrella of the project “Little Authors,
Big Ideas,” noted advance information on Fidel’s talk.

IWO, which was located on the 3rd and 4th floors of the AMIA building,
held thousands of books, art collections, phonographs, paintings, unique
pieces in Judaica and documentation from the Holocaust and the Jewish

resistance during the
Second World War. 

Books and objects
related to the
Holocaust rescued by
the youngsters had
been sent to Argentina
when World War II
ended because the
Allies thought they
would be safe in
South America.

After the bombing,
these books and
objects rescued from
the debris came to be
known as “saved
twice”, since they
were saved from the
Nazis and from terror-
ists, said Fidel during
her power point pre-
sentation.

The non-profit IWO
Foundation maintains
a library, archive, and
museum, creating
areas for study, inter-
generational commu-
nication and
encounter between
cultures, notes the
IWO website.

It consists of over
60,000 volumes,
Jewish newspapers,
radio recordings,
more than 5,000
phonographs, pho-
tographs, birth certifi-
cates, and millions of
documents depicting
the cultural and his

expresses the student’s feelings and questions (about what happened at
AMIA and afterwardstorical heritage of the Jewish community of
Argentina.

The Little Authors, Big Ideas project is done in Jewish schools in
Argentina, Fidel said.

“The students watch the documentary and after that we invite them to
write or draw a page of a book,” she explained.

“That page expresses the student’s feelings and questions (about what
happened at AMIA and afterwards). Each page is glued to a handcrafted
accordion book, and each student reads aloud her or his work.”

Two such books were on a display table in the Multi-purpose room.
Among the colourful pages were drawings illustrating the “teenagers

chain”– the long line of youth, as shown in the documentary, passing books
and other historical items along to each other during the archival rescue
mission after the AMIA bombing. 

“We want them to think about the importance of historical archives,”
Fidel said.

“Every book is a life, and has a history. I have a passion for historical
archives.”

She added that she also was learning from the students.
“It’s very important that these children are involved in it,” Fidel added,

noting that while 60,000 books and other significant material (along with
many bodies) were saved, 85 people– Jews and non Jews, were killed in the
AMIA bombing.

“Nobody is prepared to forget what happened on July 18th, 1994. The
AMIA bombing left a scar in our society.”

Little Authors, Big Ideas is part of the process of “memory reconstruc-
tion,” she explained, mentioning that, so far, 100 books have been created
and 2500 students have participated in the project.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG

(l-r): Stan Carbone, Jewish Heritage Centre; Cynthia Fidel, guest
speaker; Maria Fernandes-Medina, B’nai Brith Canada, at a jointly
sponsored event October 29.
They are standing behind pages of two books created by Argentinean
students in which they express their “feelings and questions” (about
what happened at AMIA and afterwards.

David Ben-Gurion’s love letters to 
young mistress set to be auctioned

(JTA) — Thirty-eight letters and nine telegrams written by David Ben-
Gurion to his lover in the 1930s will be auctioned off with a starting bid
of $20,000.

Israel’s Kedem Auction House will auction the Yiddish and Hebrew
notes on Dec. 2, the Times of Israel reported last week.

Ben-Gurion, who declared Israel’s statehood in 1948 and served as its
first prime minister, was in his 40s and married to his wife Paula when he
corresponded with Rega Klapholz, a 26-year-old Jewish Viennese med-
ical student he met in the early 1930s.

“Dear beloved Rega … It’s hard for me to accept the fact that I am in
Europe, and so far away from you,” Ben-Gurion wrote in one letter, dated
September, 1934. “However much you want me to come to Vienna,
maybe I want it more.”

Their affair ended in 1934, when Klapholz showed up at Ben-Gurion’s
house in Tel Aviv and was greeted by his wife.

In later years, historians have noted that Ben-Gurion had two addition-
al mistresses in New York and London.

Klapholz died in 2007 at the age of 100, according to the Times of
Israel.



Three Winnipeggers making a mark
Allison Marmel

receives medical 
students’ award

Allison Marmel was
born and raised in
Winnipeg. She stud-
ied at the University
of Winnipeg (U of W)
after graduating from

the Gray Academy of Jewish Education, receiv-
ing her undergraduate degree in Biochemistry in
2013. 

“It was at BB Camp that I learned leadership
and problem-solving skills,” said Marmel.
“That’s where I gained the confidence to put
myself out there for new and challenging expe-
riences. It was also where I developed commu-
nication skills and work ethic that have con-
tributed to who I am today.”

Currently, Marmel is a third-year medical stu-
dent at the University of Manitoba (U of M),
opting to enter medicine, because of her interest
in healthcare and human biology. 

An interesting fact Marmel discovered is “the
knots surgeons use to sew up wounds and tie up
blood vessels during surgery are exactly the
same as the ones we used to make friendship
bracelets at BB camp,” she said. “Who knew we
were inadvertently training 8-year-olds in surgi-
cal technique.” 

It was not until she was in med school that
Marmel realized how much she enjoyed medi-
cine and interacting with patients, seeing med-
ical procedures and becoming aware of the array
of ways one can choose to practice in the field. 

“I’ve really enjoyed everything I’ve done [in

med school] so far, although I’m leaning
towards a career in family medicine or perhaps
mediatrics,” said Marmel, noting she is also
very interested in Northern medicine and
improving healthcare access for those living in
isolated Manitoba communities. 

Recently, Marmel was awarded the Manitoba
Medical Students’ Association (MMSA) Global
Health Award. 

“I was pretty ecstatic when I found out,” said
Marmel of receiving the award. “I was also sur-
prised. Many of my classmates are involved in
global health initiatives as well, so I’m sure
there were many other applicants equally
deserving.” 

Marmel’s involvement in the MMSA’s
Immigrant and Refugee Health Interest Group,
serving as chair of the
group last year, defi-
nitely played a role in
being selected.

“Last February, I
collaborated with the
coordinator of the U
of M EAL program,”
said Marmel. “The
skills night involved
first- and second-year
medical students
holding mock doc-
tor’s appointments
with the EAL students
acting as patients.
Medical students
were also able to
share information
about various health
resources in Winnipeg
and how to access
them.” 

Marmel also served
as a member of the
planning committee
for Winnipeg’s
National Refugee Day
of Action, a rally that
was held on June 15 at
the Canadian
Museum of Human
Rights (CMHR). 

“The purpose was to
hold a rally to draw
attention to and advo-
cate for the reversal of
the recent budget cuts
the Conservative gov-
ernment has made to
the Canadian refugee
health program,” said
Marmel, who has also
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Justin Odwak

Reva Stone

Allison Marmel

Continued on next
page.



been fundraising for Save a Child’s
Heart, an Israeli NGO. 

“My main hope for the future is that I find myself practising medicine in
a field that I love,” said Marmel. “I want to become one of those physicians
who love what they do, who go on to provide the best care for their
patients, become the best teachers, and, overall, have the most rewarding
experience working as doctors.” 

Reva Stone discusses her work as an artist at
Free Press News Café event

On October 2, Reva Stone (71) was invited to participate in the first-ever,
“Art Talk, Art Walk,” a series of events that began with a light dinner and
a talk about various art-related topics, followed by an art walk featuring the
exchange district galleries. 

Stone is a renowned media artist who has been creating computer-assist-
ed installations that explore the mutable space between human and
machine. 

Sarah Swan, an arts writer and educator, organized a series of First Friday
talks with artists at the Free Press Café. 

Artist Diana Thorneycroft, organized the event. “Diana [Thorneycroft]
decided to interview artists who have a fine-art practice that incorporates
extensive research and learning through repeated trial and error,” said
Stone. “She chose Seema Goel and me for the event.

Goel is currently the Artist in Residence at the U of M’s Faculty of
Science. She is the first artist in Canada to do a science residency at a uni-
versity. Goel has worked with a variety of materials – from ceramics to
film, electronics, interactivity, taxidermy, and bread.

Stone, meanwhile, has worked with video, net.art, interactive installa-
tions, responsive 3D environments, and robotics. “We both choose materi-
als that are appropriate to the ideas behind each work,” said Stone. 

“At our first meeting, Diana [Thorneycroft] had some very good ques-
tions for us about the commonalities in how we go about creating work, the
research involved in our ideas, why we choose particular materials, how we
use humour, and how we both push the boundaries between art and sci-
ence.”

Stone spoke about the diversity of materials she uses and how both digi-
tal media and material objects hold ideas. Speaking first about an older
work,” Imaginal Expression “(2004), Stone said, “It is an endlessly mutat-
ing, responsive, projected environment that uses 3D representations of pro-
tein molecules as a metaphor to talk about their potential to change the very
nature of what it means to be human.” 

Stone also discussed a more recent work, “Repositories Series,” about
five altered obsolete objects, which she is just completing. Each object has
a relationship with the history of technology. 

“The professionalization of fine art over the last 50 years often surprises
people with little background in the arts,” said Stone. “It has to do with sec-
ondary education, development of skill sets, and an understanding that
making art is a way of visually communicating.” 

Stone suggested that aspiring artists take baby steps into the field. “You
need to know that making art is what you really want to do,” she said.
“Keep in mind that you are taking a career path that many people see as
impractical. Friends and family will try to discourage you, because it isn’t
a life choice that comes with large monetary rewards. There are many ways
to live a fulfilling and challenging life.”

Justin Odwak continues his spiralling music career
to be lead singer at upcoming Manitoba Opera dinner

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Justin Odwak attended Brock Corydon
Elementary School and  Grant Park high school. 

He began singing at the age of six, but it was not until he finished high
school that he decided to pursue a career in music and singing.

Currently studying for his Bachelor of Music and Education at the U of
M while majoring in voice studies and choral music education, Odwak still
finds time to teach voice and piano lessons, as well as perform regularly as
a soloist and with ensembles. 

Even more, Odwak finds time to give back to the community that has
supported him so well all these years. “I began singing for many Jewish
organizations many years ago, and have performed with the Chai Folk
Ensemble for five years,” said Odwak. “I’ve also been a member and
soloist of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue Choir since 2007.” 

Odwak was recently chosen by the Manitoba Opera to be the lead singer
at their upcoming event, the Manitoba Opera’s Dinner at De Luca’s
Fundraiser. 

“This event will be celebrating Italian culture and music, and I will be
performing an all-Italian repertoire for it,” said Odwak. 

“Being a singer is a very rewarding profession. I have the pleasure of
working with some of the most artistic and interesting people, to study and
perform beautiful works by the worlds greatest composers, and my job is
always exciting and never monotonous.

“Although sometimes being a singer is a stressful job, being able to con-
nect to audiences through music and text is what makes everything worth-
while.”

Odwak cherishes how much his family has supported him over the years.
“Without their support, I would probably not be in the music profession,”
said Odwak, who also expressed his great appreciation for his current men-
tor at the U of M, Mel Braun.

Offering a word to the wise, to those considering a music career, Odwak
said, “It’s extremely important to be able to take criticism well and openly.
There will be times that our instruments do not want to do what we want
them to and there are times that criticism gets to us. However, these are not
reasons to give up something you love. Remember why you love to sing
and continue to find positivity in your music.

“Winnipeg has a busy and vibrant music community and gives me many
opportunities for success.”
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When it comes to hockey, Israeli David Levin is in heaven 
The more popular

movies these days, or at
least it appears that way,
are horror films which
feature zombies, to wit:
“The Amazing
Adventure of the Living
Corpse” and “Abraham
Lincoln vs. the
Zombies.”

I read recently that people delight in such bizarre
flicks because they enjoy the sensation of being
frightened; however - only within the supposedly
safe confines of a movie theater while with other
similar-minded patrons, where there can be a
sense of safety and belonging.

More satisfying types of movies are those which
feature the proverbial underdogs who, against all
odds, manage to succeed when all appears lost.

Consider, for example, the 1992 Disney flick
“The Mighty Ducks” when a rag-tag team of pee-
wee hockey players who can’t skate, can’t score,
and can’t win all rally around their new coach and
end up competing in the championship game.

The latter genres can often border on fantasy, but
remember: truth is often stranger than fiction.
Contemplate, for example, a most unusual sports
story which continues to unfold and consider the
probability of it one day coming to fruition and
perhaps eventually being made into a feature film.

The main character in the movie would be an
Israeli-born boy named DAVID LEVIN whose
preferred passion is ice hockey in North America,
unlike other Israeli-born kids who may aspire to
star in soccer or basketball with the mighty
Maccabiah teams. 

So, how does it come to pass that David, who
grew up in the resort town of Netanya, Israel,
developed such an uncommon love for a sport
where hockey rinks were virtually unavailable
other than at an often overcrowded Canada Centre
rink in Metulla?

One evening, when he was only eight-years old,
David saw his dad, Pavel, who was born in Latvia
where he played soccer, watching hockey on TV.
At that very moment, it was love at first sight and,
as the story goes, little Levin decided that he want-
edto be a hockey player and to one day travel to
Canada and play in the National Hockey League.

Unusual, don’t you think, that dad and mother,
Lena, who was born in Russia and runs a spa in
Israel, didn’t suggest to him that he adopt more
sensible aspirations than wanting to one day play
pro hockey for a living - or, at the very least, con-
sider being a doctor, lawyer, or professor maybe?

David rarely had the opportunity of going to
Metulla; so instead he joined a local inline hockey
league played on dry land where he was coached
by his father and rapidly became one of the top
performers. Pavel soon realized that his son had
the determination and desire to succeed and that he
might in time develop into a legitimate talent.

At age 12 David traveled to Canada with an edu-
cation visa in tow to learn the English language in
a different school system and in a much colder cli-
mate. He now resides with his aunt and uncle in
North York, Ontario,  while leaving behind mom,
dad, and younger brother Michael in Israel. He
keeps in close touch with family through the
magic of Skype.

Although he used to play hockey on dry land in
Israel, young Levin has adjusted quickly in a sur-
prisingly short amount of time, skating on real ice
for hours every day so that he might catch up with
his Canadian peers.

By age-15 David became a star right winger for
the Don Mills Flyers, a Minor Midget AAA team
that once featured Phoenix Coyote forward Max
Domi and star Edmonton Oilers’ defenceman
Darnell Nurse.

Come December 2014 Levin led the Titans
Minor Midget Tournament in scoring with seven

goals and seven assists in only eight games. In reg-
ular season play with Don Mills Flyers the Israeli
phenom in 55 games scored 39 goals and set up 41
more.

Even more significant are the impressive scout-
ing reports David has receives at the aforemen-
tioned level: “Levin has some of the best puck
skills in the whole country, let alone in Ontario. He
is fast, creative, and has some nifty moves - a play-
ing style that has some comparing him to Patrick
Kane of the Chicago Blackhawks.”

Fast forward to the May 9th (2015) Ontario
Hockey League (OHL) draft when, as prognosti-
cated, Levin was selected with the first overall
pick by the Sudbury Wolves. 

OHL Central Scouting director Darrell Woodley
noted: “Levin has the ability to make an opposing
player look very silly and he does it with such
ease. Things come very easy for him, which is
impressive considering he has only been playing
hockey for three seasons.

Wolves’ President and GM Blaine Smith is
counting on the kid, who just turned 16 on
September 26th. Would Levin be up to the giant
challenge at hand considering that last season the
hungry Wolves of
Sudbury recorded its
worst record in fran-
chise history at 12-54-
2? Why not? I mean he
has already been
referred to as “The
Israeli Scoring
Machine.”

Hey, call in a tailor
from either Minsk or
Pinsk and fit King
David with a cape, a
large “S” on his chest
and teach him to fly.
His measurements? He
is already just an inch
and a half under six
feet and weighs 172
lbs.

Oh yes, one more
weighty problem is
that he recently told a
reporter that every day
when he wakes up in
the morning, he thinks
about hockey and
working hard to get to
the NHL so that he can
move his family to
Canada.

Why not?  If he can
fly, so can the rest of
the family, if necessary.

It should make an
entertaining movie,
don’t you agree? I’m
already anticipating the
sequel.

The writer, a Jewish
Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher,
and covers football
and hockey for
Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with
Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish
sports to Harvey
Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg,
Man., R2V 1W7, e-
m a i l :
harv360@shaw.ca

David Levin
number one
draft choice

of the
Sudbury

Wolves of the
OHL
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We are seniors
Changes in rules for annuities coming

I am always looking for ideas that could possi-
bly be of interest to seniors. The latest came from
a publication which I received in the mail from
RBC Dominion Securities titled “Wealth
Management Review”. It deals with a forthcom-
ing change in the taxation of prescribed annuities
on January 1st, 2017. It says “Most people want
to protect themselves from outliving their capital
or liquidating family assets to provide income

with lower tax relative to fixed income investments options.”
What is a prescribed annuity? It is an annuity purchased with after tax

income.
A single payment to a life insurance company can provide a lifetime of guar-

anteed payments ,which are considered a blend of capital plus interest.
Only the interest portion is taxable. “The taxable element is apportioned

evenly based on an actuarial calculation of mortality,” whereas the income
from a G.I.C. (Guaranteed Income Contract) is fully taxable. What’s the dif-
ference? With the annuity the insurance company retains your capital, where-
as with a G.I.C. you retain your capital.

They (RBC) provide us with some interesting examples. With a male age
70, with $500,000.00 of capital to invest in a lifetime annuity, the after tax
income would be $37,200.00 (with tax payable at 45%). Beginning January
1st 2017, the after tax income for the same amount would be $35,140.00, an
income reduction of 5.50%. It continues to give a similar example for a female
age 70. Her income would be reduced by 4.5%!

Of course, these figures will vary according to the individual’s marginal rate
of taxation (Check with your accountant). There will be others who may pre-
fer an insured annuity. In those cases,  if you are insurable you could purchase
a life insurance policy for $500,000.00 which would replace the original cap-
ital at the death of the annuitant. The disadvantage is that you lock up your
capital when you purchase a lifetime annuity.

For those seniors approaching the age of 71 who have a spouse you may
want to consider a joint and last survivor annuity, with no reduction at the first
death. This would pay the annuitant a fixed income for life, and the same
income to the joint annuitant for their lifetime after the death of the annuitant.

Another article that brought my attention was “Balance” by Karen L.
Kyliuk. The title was “Thrive Over 55, How to live well through the golden
years.” The author continues with five “Tips To Thrive By”:

1) “Discover” “Explore one new thing you want to learn, such as a hobby
you have always wanted to learn.” I have mentioned this in previous articles.
A hobby is a great mind blowing activity, for those seniors trying to cope with
incessant worry about the kids and the grandkids.

5) “Get Up And Go.” Try to participate in one form of physical activity each
and every day.” For those of you who love to walk, what a wonderful way to
keep active physically!

There are three more suggestions which we will cover in a later issue.
And now for a little levity!
There was the story about the little old lady in the senior citizens’ home, who

says to a little old man:
“If you can guess what I have in my hand, you can have sex with me

tonight.” 
He replies “An elephant.” 
She says “Close enough”.

By

HARRY WARREN
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NANCY FISHMAN
September 5, 1926-October 16, 2015

Passed away suddenly but peacefully at the Simkin
Centre October 16, 2015.

Nancy is survived by her children Brian and Susan of
Toronto and Larry and Michele of Winnipeg. She also
leaves behind her grandchildren Tory, Robert, Aidan
and Akiva as well as her nieces, nephews and their
children across North America. She had an especially
close relationship with her niece Phyllis Folb of Los
Angeles. She was predeceased by Jack her beloved
husband of sixty years, her parents Teviah and Sonia,
brother Ike and sister Molly.

Nancy was born and raised in Winnipeg’s North
End. She attended William White School and St.
John’s High School. She lost her mother at a young age
and assumed the responsibilities as the “balaboosta” of
her home while carrying on her studies. Unlike most
women of her era Nancy pursued higher education. She
put herself through Pharmacy school, graduating from
the Faculty of Pharmacy, University of Manitoba in
1950. She was the only woman in her graduating class.
Also, unlike most of her peers she worked while raising
her family, enjoying a long career as a pharmacist.

She met Jack in the early 1950’s and they wed in
1954. They moved to Jack’s hometown of Sault Ste.
Marie, Ontario where her sons were born. In 1967 they
relocated to Winnipeg to provide their sons with a
Jewish education and better opportunities for their
future. In Winnipeg Nancy continued her career, work-
ing first at Lane Dispensary then later at Metro Drugs.
She also reconnected with her childhood friends with
whom she played bridge regularly for the next several
decades.

Nancy and Jack felt Jewish traditions were very
important and instilled those values in their children.
Nancy was very involved in her synagogue, the Chevra
Mishnayes, serving as Sisterhood president. She was
the classic example of the Jewish wife, mother and
Baba, hosting many delicious dinners and seders. We
fondly remember the many Shabbat dinners we en-
joyed in her home. We treasure her recipes and will
continue to honour her memory as we continue to cook
them.

Nancy was fortunate to enjoy a long and loving
marriage to Jack. They were lucky enough to have
lived a long healthy retirement together. They spent
many fine winters in Palm Springs among friends and
family.

Funeral services were held at Shaarey Zedek
Cemetary on Monday October 19, 2015 with longtime
family friend Cantor Gerry Daien officiating. Pallbear-
ers were Aidan Fishman, Akiva Fishman, Elie
Feierstein, Chuck Narvey, Robbie Waldman and
Marshall Kneller.

Our family wishes to extend our gratitude to the
excellent staff of the Simkin Centre for their care of
Nancy during the time she resided there. Special thanks
to Nancy’s caregiver Cion Laoag for her exceptional
care, especially the last few months. Thanks also to her
doctors, Dr. Wayne Manishen and Dr. Ken Vanameyde.

Donations in Nancy’s memory may be made to the
Simkin Centre, Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
(Fishman Family Fund) or charity of your choice.

REVA KOSATSKY
Reva Kosatsky died at Seven Oaks Hospital October

13, 2015, age 88 years. Daughter of Mary (Kessler) and
Tom Gelmon, beloved wife of the late Sidney, sister of
the late Esther, Joe and Goldie, mother of Tom, Mark
and David, grandmother of Leah, Jonah, Abel, Rachel
and Sidney; delighted great-grandmother of Jonathan
David, Sarah Eva, Edna and Aviv Lev. Burial at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, Section 4F.

Born on Selkirk Avenue, after a childhood in Lundar,
Reva moved to Winnipeg for junior and high school.
Following a BA at the University of Manitoba, she had
three sons, made new and kept old friends and partici-
pated in neighbourhood and cultural activities as part
of a couple, family, Jewish and West Kildonan com-
munities. Her life changed when during a 1966 trip to
Hawaii, Sid became ill, dying two years later with
cancer. For Sid, her sons and family, she was ever
caring, concerned and generous. She managed, she
learned and she enjoyed. Reva will be remembered for
her kindness, tact, forthrightness, and wit. Square
dancing, catering poker nights, apple cake, apple pie,
walks around Kildonan Park, apples in the yard where
she lived for 63 years: these remain.

NORMAN VICKAR
With great respect for

his life and sadness at our
loss, the family of Nor-
man Vickar, aged 98
years, announces his
passing on October 17,
2015.

He leaves behind Flor-
ence (nee Zeitlin), his
wife of 68 years; his chil-
dren Larry and Tova
Vickar, Reva and Allan
Micflikier, Faye Vickar
Lazer and Joel Lazer; his
grandchildren Sam and
Lisa, Stephen and Marie,

Daniel and Heather, Sara, Jacob and Alysha, Jilda and
Cameron, Sara and Christopher, Lawrence and Szandra;
his great grandchildren Mason and Vaughn, Max and
Zev, Noa and Eli, Elliot, Lila and Simone; his brother
and sister-in-law Harry and Eve Vickar, his sisters-in-
law Ann Vickar and Gnessie Vickar, cousin Ike Vickar,
as well as a large extended family.

He was predeceased by his parents Sam and Gertrude
Vickar and his brothers Ed, Morris and Joe Vickar.

Dad was born in 1917 in the farming community of
Edenbridge, Saskatchewan. In 1947 he married Flor-
ence Zeitlin and our childhood years were spent in
Gronlid and Melfort, Saskatchewan. Dad was an entre-
preneur who settled into ownership of a car dealership
with two of his brothers.

He followed his father and others of his family in his
outstanding involvement in community affairs. He was
president of the Hebrew congregation, B’nai B’rith,
Melfort Rotary Club, the Elks Lodge, and the Melfort
Board of Trade. He served as town councillor followed
by seven years as Mayor of Melfort.

Mom and Dad moved to Regina in 1976 where he
served two terms as MLA for Melfort and District as
the Minister of Industry and Commerce. In 1993 the
Saskatchewan government recognized Dad’s service
by naming a government office building in Melfort
‘The Norman Vickar Building’.

With their move to Winnipeg in 1983 Dad went from
full time employment in Saskatchewan to full time
volunteer in Manitoba. He shared a Meals on Wheels
delivery route with two of his grandsons. He was active
with the Winnipeg Jewish Community Council, Presi-
dent of the Jewish National Fund for Saskatchewan and
Manitoba, on the board of the Jewish Heritage Centre
and the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue where his funeral
was held on October 19th.

Dad was a man of integrity who was the glue in a very
large family. He taught us so much. He showed us that
respect must be earned. He was kind and thoughtful.
He was a devoted Zionist, a committed Jew, but a man
of the whole community. A remarkable role model for
us all.

Dad was happiest when surrounded by his children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. His back rubs
are legend- mentioned by several grandchildren at his
funeral.

During his final days we were able to facilitate Dad’s
ability to vote in the Federal election. He had said, “I
have to vote”.

On what was to be Dad’s last evening, his request
was simple: “Take care of Mom”. We will do that with
the help of an exemplary team of caregivers for whom
we are very thankful.

We are mindful of our good fortune to have had our
Dad with us for so many good years. Grateful is an
understatement. He taught all of us so much by his
words and deeds.

Donations are gratefully accepted either to the Jew-
ish National Fund, 530 Kenaston Blvd., Wpg.,Mb.
R3N 1Z4 or to a fund in his memory at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, 123 Doncaster St., Suite
C400, Wpg., Mb. R3N 2B2.

MARIAN MARGOLIS
1919-2015

Marian Margolis
passed away September
17, 2015 at age 96. She
was a valiant woman of
substance, who will be
missed by her family,
children, grandchildren,
great grandchildren, sib-
lings and extended fam-
ily.

Predeceased by her
husband Clifford in 2013,
Marian is survived by
three daughters, Rochelle
Mass (Garry), Faye

Margolis (Ron) and Josephine Nadel. She is survived
by her grandchildren, Breena Mass, Frayda Watson,
Jeffrey Markowicz (Janee), Mira Sucharov (Steve
Gluck), Ryan Nadel and Dara Nadel (Jonathan Pavlich)
and seven great grandchildren.

Marian immigrated to Winnipeg, Canada, from
Rovno, Poland, with her parents, Etta and Joseph
Bebchuk, at the age of 2 in 1921. She was the eldest of
five children – Nellie Labovitch (Morris z’l), Bess
Schachter z’l (Mitchell z’l), Sam Bebchuk (Rita z’l)
and William Bebchuk (Elaine). All of her siblings and
families continued to live in Winnipeg, while she and
Clifford moved to Vancouver in 1945, inspired by a
vision of ocean, mountains and fruit trees. Despite her
move, she remained a devoted and involved daughter
and sibling.

Marian’s life was dedicated to family and Tzedakah,
the Jewish and secular community, and the State of
Israel. Charitable endeavours were a constant in her life.
She was a supporter of Jewish Federation of Greater
Vancouver, Schara Tzedeck Synagogue, Louis Brier
Home & Hospital, Vancouver Talmud Torah, Camp
Miriam, Israel Bonds, and JNF, to name only a few.

A pursuit of learning was a pillar of Marian’s life,
whether it was the study of Hebrew, Yiddish and
Torah, opera and music, art and metal sculpture. She
was enrolled in College, art school and continued her
education for many decades.

In the last four decades, she established a life in Palm
Desert, involved in the Synagogue, artistic pursuits and
of course, pursued her life long love of tennis.

She will be remembered by her family as a dynamic
woman who was passionate, enthusiastic and tena-
cious about life and living.

May her memory be for a blessing and may her
legacy endure.

Donations in her memory may be made to Marian
Margolis Endowment Fund, Jewish Community Foun-
dation of Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver (Ph.
604-257-5100).

EVERLATING MEM.

4470 Main Street 
Ph: (204) 334-4721

Toll Free 1-888-407-2401
www.everlastingmemorials.info
everlastingmem@gmail.com

Volunteers in the restoration of the 
Hebrew Sick Benefit Association Cemetery 

after vandalism in 1999 and 2014.

Premium granite and bronze monuments
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MEMORIAMS
 WEEK OF

NOVEMBER  11

In loving memory of

GERTIE

KOWALL
who passed away

November 25, 2014
3 days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
and beloved mother,

grandmother and
great-grandmother

HELEN

BROTMAN
who passed away

November 10, 1999
2 Days in Kislev

You live on in our memory and
in our hearts forever. We think
of you every day.
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MYER COHEN
who passed away

November 15, 1993
2 Days in Kislev, 5754

Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA

ENGEL
who passed away

November 13, 1993
30 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, grand-
children, mother, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)

FLEISHER
who passed away

3 days in Kislev, 5764
November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his children
Gideon and Raisa and friend
Marja in Holland, his sister
Miriam and brother William,
sister in law Doreen and
nephews Zach and Ben in
Winnipeg and relatives in
Israel.

12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE LAVITT
who passed away
November 9, 1994
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK LEVIT
who passed away

November 13, 2014
20 days in Cheshvan

Our lives without you
have been very difficult.
You are on our minds,
in our hearts,
and so very deeply missed.
— Forever loved by your
wife Yetta, your children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PAULINE

SCHWARTZ
who passed away
December 5, 1978
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

Deadline for the
November 25

issue of The Jewish
Post & News

is noon Thursday,
November 19

DORA LEB
April 15, 1912 - October 11, 2015

Dora passed away
peacefully on October 11,
2015, at the age of 103.
Funeral Service was held
at Congregation Etz
Chayim on October 14,
2015. Dora was prede-
ceased by her beloved
husband Sam; daughters
and sons-in-law Ruth and
Ronald Bear of St. Paul,
Minnesota, Lillian and
Judge Arnold Conner;

parents Zelik and Rebecca Epstein; granddaughter
Karla Mackenzie, great-granddaughter Sophie Lillian
Conner, and siblings Bella (Leon) Witow, and Dr.
Samuel (Dena) Epstein of Pasadena, California. Dora
is survived by her son Dr. Irven Leb, 8 grandchildren,
11 great-grandchildren, sister Channa (Brian) Wine of
Jerusalem and brother Saul Epstein of Baltimore, Mary-
land; and many nieces and nephews.

____________________________________

Baba Dora’s Eulogy as written by her grandchildren

Baba Dora, Baba, Bobbee, and ‘The Bobster’... many
names but all with one common meaning: infinite love
for family.

How do you sum up 103 years of life?
Although never wealthy, family was her pot of gold.

She was so proud of all her children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.  She gushed about her brother
Samuel, an eminent geo-chemist at Cal Tech, like a
mother. She was everyone’s cheerleader.

Cooking for her family was one of her greatest joys...
and one of her family’s greatest memories. Whether at
Shabbat dinners, holidays or any occasion, her cooking
was the stuff of legends: bailik, apple kugel, borscht,
kekletten, strudel, blintzes, challah, cinnamon rolls,
cottage cheese pancakes, nothings, peach jam and
pickles... just to name a few. It was so good, it could
only be explained by one secret ingredient: LOVE.

She had so many great qualities and was a shining
example of how to live. Always smiling and easy to
laugh, never judgmental. Though born in 1912 she was
a woman ahead of her times. She spoke many lan-
guages, including:  Yiddish, Polish, Ukrainian, Rus-
sian and English... to name a few. She led a simple life
and worked very hard to raise the children while
working alongside her husband Sam in the grocery
store in the Weston neighborhood of Winnipeg. Dora’s
generosity and compassion was exhibited by the fact
she and her husband Sam never turned away any
customer even if they didn’t have the money to pay.
They were always willing to extend credit, knowing
they probably wouldn’t get paid. We remember people
coming into the store and telling us Mrs. Leb is the
sweetest person and you are so lucky to have her.

Baba Dora had many hobbies: knitting booties and
sweaters for her grandchildren, needle point artwork of
Jewish themed wall hangings, Yiddish music and at-
tending Stay Young at the Y with her friends. She was
also involved in Hadassah Wizo Winnipeg Chapter
and loved politics.

One of Baba Dora’s favorite memories was her trip
to Israel with her husband Sam. Dora was always
curious and interested in world affairs and eager to
learn, though she never had the opportunity to get a
formal education as she had to work to help support the
family. When Dora was in her late 60s and 70s, she took
evening courses at University of Winnipeg in psychol-
ogy and the humanities.

When you live to 103, you see your fair share of
tsouris, but Baba Dora endured more than most and
never complained.  She refused to let it stop her and
never wanted to become a burden on anyone. In Po-
land, during the 1st World War, when Dora was only 4
years old, she and her sister Bella were separated from
their parents and taken care of by their aunt and uncle.
Dora and Bella were reunited 2 years later with their
parents when the war ended. In 1927, Dora and her
family immigrated to Canada. The next year, when she
was just 16, her mother passed away.  She lost her
husband Sam when she was 61.  She lost her beloved
brother and sister shortly after.  Most unfairly, she lost
two daughters and two sons-in-law, and a granddaugh-
ter and great-granddaughter, all far too young. In her
80s, Dora lost her sight and her hearing.  But through
it all, she kept her spirit, strength and remained inde-
pendent.  In fact, she lived on her own until she was 95.

Eventually, Dora moved into the Simkin Centre.
Even after she suffered from dementia her easygoing

nature and love came shining through.  Whenever you
came close to her, she would shower you with kisses.
She always said, ‘kisses are the best medicine’. Eight
grandchildren and 12 great-grandchildren were so lucky
to have Baba Dora in their lives.

Words alone cannot tell you the full story about this
remarkable 103-year-old woman - you are the matri-
arch of our family and the glue that holds us together.
We hope you are at peace, reunited with the rest of our
family.Your book of life has been completed. May you
always look down on us and smile. We hope we can
honor you by living life as you exemplified it:  simply,
humbly, compassionately and with love. May we con-
tinue to reflect your values. We love you and miss you.

___________________________________

Dora was a loving, kind and selfless person who
touched the lives of all who knew her. She was devoted
to her family and inspired us everyday. Our lives have
been forever changed by loving her. Her love and
memories will live on forever in our hearts.

The family wishes to thank the staff of Weinberg 2 at
the Simkin Center for their kind and compassionate
care of Dora. Should friends so desire donations may
be made in Dora’s memory to the Simkin Centre, 1
Falcon Ridge Drive, Winnipeg, MB R3Y 1V9, tel:
(204) 586-9781 or to The Jewish National Fund of
Canada, 225-530 Kenaston Blvd. Winnipeg, MB R3N
1Z4, tel: (204) 947-0207, or to a charity of one’s
choice.

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN

NATHAN

MANDEL
who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DALE NOREEN

RAYTER
who passed away

November 29, 2000
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by  husband
Ian Rayter, sons Jared and
Aaron, sister Beryl Walsh,
and brother Howard.

In Memoriam
Fifteenth Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JERRY NEPON
who passed away
December 9, 1997
10 Days in Kislev

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your children
Sid and Esther, grandchildren
Adeena and Tom, Ahava and
Frank and Marni and
Jonathan, great-grand-
children Danny and Anna and
Leo Jerry Nathan, Sophie and
Lily.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANDOR

OSZTERMANN
who passed away

November 18, 2009
12 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. VICTOR L.

ROSENFIELD
who passed away

November 21, 1999
12 Days in Kislev

Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Elsa,
children, and grandchildren.
“Forever in our hearts”

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOREEN

(RITTBERG)

RUBINFELD
who passed away

November 20, 2007
10 Days in Kislev

— Always lovingly
remembered and deeply
missed by her daughters,
grandchildren, sister, nieces,
nephews and many dear
friends.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BESSIE ANNE

SILVERMAN
who passed away
December 4, 2000

7 days in Kislev
– Sadly missed and always
remembered by her family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY SINGER
who passed away

November 22, 2001
7 Days in Kislev, 5762

— Always Loved,
Remembered and Sadly
Missed by his son Ron and
daughter Michelle.

14th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX J.

TENENBEIN
who passed away
December 5, 1984
12 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

PAUL N. WARREN
who passed away

November 21, 2006
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his parents
Nora and Harry Warren, and
brother Dr. Martin J. Warren
and family.

In Memoriam

MEMORIAMS
 WEEK OF

NOVEMBER  18

In loving memory of

BESSIE

MASLOVSKY
who passed away

November 28, 2000
1 day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NAOMI RUTH

PALANSKY
who passed away
November 9, 2010
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Bruce, children Noah and
Lexi, mother Pearl, sisters
Brenda and Cindy, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAWRENCE

SINGER
who passed away

November 25th, 2014
3 days in Kislev, 5775

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Marsha,
5 daughters, sons-in-law,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TOM

SPRINGMAN
who passed away

November 29, 2008
2 days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

ELAINE

STOLLER
who passed away
December 2, 2008
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
countless friends.

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

GOLDIE (GERRY)

COHEN
who passed away

December 10, 2008
13 days in Kislev

—  Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX FAIMAN
who passed away
December 1, 1968
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband, father, grandfather,

brother-in-law, uncle and
friend.

ABRAHAM

(ABIE)

FEIERSTEIN
who passed away

November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan, 5767

Though his smile is gone forever
And his hand we cannot touch
We have so many memories,
of the one we loved so much.
His memory is now our keepsake
With which we’ll never part, as
we have them all in our hearts
Your wife Miriam, children
Michele (Larry), Max (Ann)
your grandchildren Aidan,
Akiva, and Elie.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHLOMO

KAUFMAN
who passed away

November 24, 1968
3 Days in Kislev, 5729

— His decency, modesty and
gentleness are missed and
remembered by his son and
daughter and spouses and his
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

In Memoriam

DAVID

PESOCHIN
who passed away

November 28th, 2009
11 Days in Kislev

Nothing can ever take away
the love a heart holds dear
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOHN CECIL

RAISEN
who passed away

December 12, 1986
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.
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Community news

Famed Italin historian Alessandro Portelli discusses Nazi massacre of 335 civilians in Rome
By MARTIN ZEILIG

On March 24, 1944, Nazi occupation forces in Rome
killed 335 unarmed civilians, some of whom were
Jews, in retaliation for a partisan attack in which 32
Nazis were killed  the day before.

It is a legendary event in Italian collective memory.
Then, in the late 1990s, one of the perpetrators of that

massacre was identified in Argentina and extradited to
Italy to stand trial.

At about that same time in Italy, there was a strong
revisionist right wing attack to debunk the anti-Fascist
foundations of the Italian state, says Dr. Alessandro
Portelli, Professor Emeritus, University of Rome La
Sapienza and recent lecturer at Princeton University.

Professor Portelli was a guest lecturer at the Oral
History Centre, University of Winnipeg for 10 days
recently. He also spoke at a public meeting – Oral
History: Navigating Storytelling in the Digital Age – in
the Carol Shields Auditorium, Millennium Library, and
to several university and high school classes.

Portelli is the author of The Order Has Been Carried Out - History, Memory,
and Meaning of a Nazi Massacre in Rome (Palgrave Macmillan)–the winner of
the Oral History Association Book Award, 2005.

Portelli is the world’s leading practitioner of oral history in the West over the
past 25 years, noted Professor Nolan Reilly, one of the founders, along with
Professor Alexander Freund, of the OHC.

“He’s referenced by almost everyone,” he added during a telephone interview.
“He’s extremely influential and very well known. We brought him in because

we’re establishing the Oral History Centre as an international centre for
research. And, he shares that commitment of excellence in his research but with
deep community engagement.”

He describes Portelli, who is a 2015 Dan David Prize Laureate from Tel Aviv
University, as brilliant and without pretence.

“He’s able to engage all ages and levels of education,” Riley remarked.
Significantly, the Dan David Prize website extols The Order Has Been

Carried Out:
“Portelli examined numerous oral accounts to reconstruct the horrific events

and their political uses in subsequent decades,” says the online information,
which also mentions that the D D Prize aims to foster universal values of excel-
lence, creativity, justice, democracy and progress and to promote the scientific,
technological and humanistic achievements that advance and improve our
world.

“What made the book so striking was not just the myth-shattering story, but
the fact that many of the witnesses got the facts wrong; memories and facts were

so clearly at odds,” continues the website write-up.
“Yet, instead of discarding their accounts, Portelli

made the witnesses into what he called the ‘narrators’
– re-shapers of the past whose ‘creative’ recollection
enriches our understanding of the way the past con-
tinues to live long after events have taken place. The
book became one of the most influential models of
oral history for historians everywhere.”

During an informal interview with The Jewish Post
& News in the lobby of his hotel, Dr. Portelli said he
was intrigued that the survivors of the 1944 massacre
would still get so emotional about it during the trial.

“My original reason for writing the book was the
political meaning of the massacre and the emotional
lives of the survivors,” he explained.

“How did they cope for 50 years with that open
wound? So, I began interviewing survivors and par-
tisans, and anybody to find out what they knew. Part
of the political meaning is that there is a false mean-

ing around this event.”
Portelli, the author of numerous other books, said the partisans’ attack on the

Nazis was a brilliant military success.
But, he explained, there was a false narrative surrounding this event afterward

– condemning the freedom fighters for the massacre.
It was something believed not only among the right wing, but the general pub-

lic too, said Portelli, 73, who mentioned that the book’s title was taken from the
press release issued by the Nazi Command.

“The population blamed the partisans for failing to give themselves up to the
Nazis (who actually never even bothered to seek them out), which supposedly
would have avoided the retaliation,” he continued, noting that the subsequent
massacre of civilians was the biggest retaliation and the only one by the Nazis
in a major city in Western Europe during the war.

“On the one hand it was a sense that this story had been used to attack the par-
tisans and freedom movement and the anti-Fascist ethics of Italy.

“The victims, themselves, were a cross section of a modern metropolis. By
reconstructing their stories, you get a glimpse of the city itself. Many of these
people came from different parts of the country. So, it reverberates throughout
Italy.”

The massacre made the population feel that the Germans couldn’t be touched,
he pointed out.

“So, the massacre served its purpose,” Portelli said.
“The book was a way of coming into context with the more recent history of

Rome.”

Allesandro Portelli
Photo by Kim Moore Copyright Oral History Centre,
University of Winnipeg (reprinted with permission).

By URIEL HEILMAN
NEW YORK (JTA) -- Do you experience feelings of peace and well-being

at least once a week? Did God write the Torah? Do you eat bacon?
If these questions seem a little personal, don’t fret. They’re all part of a new

Pew Research Center survey on American religion released Tuesday that
shows moderate declines in religious beliefs and behavior among Americans
generally, but growth among Jews in some key religious categories.

Some 847 of the 35,000 Americans in the Pew telephone survey between
June and September 2014 identified themselves as Jews by religion -- far
fewer than the 3,475 Jews interviewed for Pew’s landmark 2013 survey of
U.S. Jewry. (Unlike the new survey, the '13 study also counted as Jews those
of “no religion” who identified themselves as Jewish by ethnicity, parentage
or feeling). But there’s still plenty of interesting data on Jewish beliefs, prac-
tice and voting patterns in the new survey.

Here are some of the study's more interesting findings:
Growing prayer and Torah study

Compared with the last time Pew surveyed Americans about religion, in
2007, the percentage of Jews who said religion is very important to them grew
from 31 percent to 35 percent. Similarly, the percentage who said they attend
religious services weekly or more often grew from 16 percent to 19 percent;
the proportion of Jews who said they read “scripture” at least weekly grew
from 14 percent to 17 percent, and the percentage of those who said they par-
ticipate in prayer groups or religious study groups at least weekly grew from
11 percent to 16 percent.

However, it's important to note that most of those increases are within the
survey’s margin of error for Jewish respondents, which is 4.2 percentage
points. On the question of the proportion of Jews who attend religious services
weekly or more, for example, there is inconsistency between this survey’s
finding of 19 percent and Pew's 2013 finding of 14 percent. Alan Cooperman,
Pew’s director of religion research, told JTA the numbers are within the two
surveys’ combined margins of error, but that the questions were also asked
slightly differently, so direct comparisons are tricky.
Jews aren’t that concerned with the meaning of life

Jews think about the meaning and purpose of life less than American
Christians or Muslims – 45 percent of Jews compared to 64 percent of

Muslims, 61 percent of Protestants, 52 percent of Catholics and 59 percent
of Buddhists. The survey found that 70 percent of Jews feel a strong sense of
gratitude at least once a week.
Did God write the Bible?

Eleven percent of Jews believe the Torah is the literal word of God. That’s
about the same proportion as Orthodox Jews within the U.S. Jewish popula-
tion overall. An additional 26 percent of Jews believe the Torah is the non-lit-
eral word of God and 55 percent believe the Torah was written by men.
Compared to other religious groups in America, Jews have the lowest propor-
tion of adherents who believe God wrote the Bible (except for Buddhists, who
don’t believe in the Bible).

Jews also read the Bible less than other religious Americans. Among Jews,
17 percent of respondents said they read the Bible outside of services at least
weekly, compared to 35 percent for all Americans, 52 percent of Protestants
and 25 percent of Catholics.

Meanwhile, belief in God fell slightly among Jews, from 72 percent in 2007
to 64 percent in 2014 (37 percent said they were absolutely certain God exists,
and 27 percent said they were fairly certain).
Right or wrong? Jews use common sense

Where do Jews turn for guidance on questions of right and wrong? Fifty per-
cent use “common sense,” 17 percent turn to religion, 17 percent to philoso-
phy and 14 percent to science. Twenty-one percent of Jews believe in absolute
standards of right and wrong, and 76 percent say it depends on the situation.

Forty percent of Jews say they believe in heaven, up from 38 percent in
2007, and 22 percent say they believe in hell, the same as in 2007. By con-
trast, 72 percent of all Americans believe in heaven and 58 percent believe in
hell. Seventy-nine percent of Jews believe other religions can also lead to eter-
nal life – a higher proportion than among Christians (66 percent) or Muslims
(65 percent).

Jewish women pray more than Jewish men
Most Jewish survey respondents – 53 percent – said they belong to a local

house of worship (the survey did not break down results by religious denom-
ination). Though 19 percent of Jews surveyed said they attend services at least

Pew survey: 57% of U.S. Jews eat pork and Torah study more popular

Continued on page 23. See “Pew survey”.



By CINDY SHER
CHICAGO (JUF News via JTA) – Norman Lear

describes a lot of encounters in life as the “foolishness
of the human condition” – and he’s examined that fool-
ishness for nine decades and counting on television
and off.

Real life – even the pain and sadness – has the fool-
ish baked right in, according to Lear.

“There is humor everywhere,” he said. “Standing
with a group of people watching a casket go into the
ground and [you see] the chief mourner scratching his
[tuchas]. There is humor there. Where there is human-
ity, there is comedy.”

Just as in life, so too in his sitcoms, Lear drew out the
humor from the challenges of his TV characters.

Lear, who is Jewish, recently stopped by the Art
Institute of Chicago for an interview with Chicago’s JUF News, followed by a
conversation with the Art Institute’s Fawn Ring, about his latest book, “Even
This I Get to Experience” (Penguin Books), a candid, witty and sage memoir
about his extraordinary 93 years of life to date.

One of the early pioneers in television and among the most influential
American cultural forces of the last century, Lear created some of the most
groundbreaking sitcoms of our times: 1970s hits like “All in the Family,”
“Sanford and Son,” “One Day at a Time,” “The Jeffersons,” “Good Times,”
“Maude” and “Mary Hartman, Mary Hartman,” all filmed in front of a live stu-
dio audience.

In total, Lear – who has won four Emmys, a Peabody and the National Medal
of Arts – wrote, produced, created or developed more than 100 shows, with nine
airing simultaneously at one point.

Some 120 million people were tuning in to his sitcoms each week, an audi-
ence that would be impossible nowadays since television is so fragmented.
Viewers could see themselves and their families reflected in Lear’s characters –
Archie and Edith, Weezie and George, J.J., Maude, and Sanford, too. The uni-
fying thread running through all his shows, he said, was love.

“All the arguing and craziness was all about love,” Lear said. “Love of coun-
try, love of fairness, love of what could go right in the world, and love of one
another.”

The name of his book originated during a rough
financial patch for the writer, when he told his son-in-
law that “even this,” referring to a low point in his life
amid so many highs, “I get to experience.”

Lear transformed the landscape of the situation
comedy. Before his tenure on TV, the plotlines of sit-
coms were unrealistic and downright trivial at times.

“The biggest problem on shows was the pot roast is
ruined and the boss is coming for dinner,” he said.
“These shows sent the message that there are no race
problems in America, there is no anti-Semitism, there
is no bad economy, and there are no health problems.”
But when Lear started writing for television, he
pushed the envelope, tackling some of the biggest
social issues of the day – like racism, poverty, cancer
and abortion, taboo subjects at the time and even

sometimes today.
“All in the Family,” for instance, portrayed working-class bigot Archie

Bunker, played by Carroll O’Connor, and his family. During the run of the show,
Lear would often battle CBS at “program practices” – what he calls “a
euphemism for censorship.” “That won’t fly in Des Moines,” he would often
hear from the network, meaning the executives weren’t sure that controversy
would be palatable to Middle America.

Still, Lear pushed the limits of what they could explore on his shows.
On “Maude,” the title character, played by Bea Arthur, had an abortion on an

episode in 1972, unheard of on television back then.
“Good Times,” which was set in what was supposed to be Chicago’s now-

defunct Cabrini Green neighborhood, portrayed the first African-American fam-
ily on television. Lear said the actors on the show shouldered the enormous
responsibility that came with representing millions of black families through
one fictional family.

And “The Jeffersons” followed a nouveau riche African-American couple. In
real life, black business magnate Russell Simmons once sat on a panel with Lear
and told the comedy writer that he had never seen a black man write a check
until he saw the character George Jefferson, played by Sherman Hemsley, write
one on the show.

Life for Lear started a long way from Hollywood in New Haven, Connecticut.
He grew up in a culturally Jewish home, first with his parents in Connecticut
and then with relatives in Brooklyn, New York. His mother, born in Ukraine,
and his father, a traveling salesman from Connecticut, were both, in part, inspi-
rations for Archie and Edith Bunker.

Lear’s childhood was full of as many tears as it was laughs. His early years
were colored by the uncertainty of the Great Depression era and a troubled
home life. When Lear was nine, his father, a charismatic but unreliable man,
was sent to prison for three years for selling fake bonds as part of a get-rich-
quick scheme.

“‘You’re the man of the house now,” a friend of the family told the young Lear
as his father was hauled off to jail. “And the man of the house doesn’t cry.’

“That,” Lear remarked to the audience at the Art Institute, shaking his head,
“is the foolishness of the human condition.”

In the absence of Lear’s dad, Lear’s mother, who the writer called “an
unabashed narcissist,” sent her son to live with relatives he barely knew in
Brooklyn. His comedic talents came in handy at a turbulent time personally and
for the world enmeshed in World War II.

Lear attended Emerson College in Boston for a stint, but dropped out to join
the U.S. Air Force, where he flew 52 bombing missions over Europe and, when
grounded, would entertain his fellow airmen with comedy.

His military service was a reflection of his love of country. The seeds of his
patriotism were planted early for Lear. As a boy, he would tune in to Father
Coughlin, a rabid anti-Semite, on the radio. Coughlin’s diatribe scared Lear as
a young Jewish boy. But Lear said he knew from his civics lessons that as
abhorrent as Coughlin was, he still had a right to free speech – and, in turn, he
and others had a right to denounce the priest’s vicious rhetoric.

Later in life Lear, who was married three times, and has six children and four
grandchildren, took a break from television to pursue his passion for political
and social activism. He advocates passionately for First Amendment rights and
other American values, and founded the advocacy organization People for the
American Way, which supports First Amendment and other progressive rights.
In fact, he and his wife, Lyn, bought one of the few surviving copies of the
Declaration of Independence and toured with it in all 50 states, where the cou-
ple also helped 4 million young people register to vote.

His dual identities as an American and as a Jew are core to Lear.
“I’m as culturally Jewish as I could be and proud to be Jewish, but I’m not a

religionist of any kind,” he said.
Asked by an audience member at the Art Institute if he ever considered writ-

ing a show about a Jewish family, he quipped, “They’re all Jewish,” eliciting the
biggest laugh of the night.

In the end, what Lear loves about his work is that he affects people – some-
times without even knowing it. Through his TV shows, sometimes even small
moments portrayed on screen, viewers have told Lear that he’s helped them
navigate their lives.

As people, he said, “we’re all responsible for gifts we don’t even know are
happening.”

(Cindy Sher is the executive editor of Chicago’s JUF News, where this piece
originally appeared.)
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'70s sitcom king Norman Lear on making TV that breaks ground

Norman Lear



A Rosen by any other name
In Harvey Rosen’s September 16th column he

identified CJOB radio talk show host Dahlia
Kurtz’s father as “Arnie.” Fortunately, I didn’t
write a column identifying him as an old friend
because, according to a Dahlia tweet, her father’s
real name was Aaron. Arnie was his nickname.
(The Arnold Kurtz I knew at university had moved
to England, after he graduated, and never moved
back.) So I was spared the embarrassment of

repeating the gaff I’d made in the infamous column in which I had referred to
my cyberfriend, Mike Hutchinson, the television commentator, as the
Winnipeg Jets backup goaltender.

I’ve always had trouble with names - even my own. I can never decide
whether to use William or Bill. Frankly, I don’t feel comfortable with either
one. I still think of myself as “Velvel,” even though nobody (with the excep-
tion of Louis Bernstein, who knew me when I was six) has called me that in
over half a century. Old habits are hard to break. The older the habit, the more
entrenched. I also have a cousin Velvel, who used to live in Gilbert Plains.
When his family moved to Brooklyn he became “Zev.” That’s what the New
York branch of the Marantz family calls me. Actually I prefer it to Velvel.
Both mean “wolf”, but the Hebrew version is cooler than the Yiddish. 

When I was eight years old my family moved from Mountain Avenue to
Scotia Street; I transitioned from Jewish parochial school to public school and
became “Billie.” A few years later, it was “Bill.” It wasn’t until I enrolled in
university, and saw a copy of my birth certificate, that I discovered my real
name is “William.” (My parents didn’t give me a middle name; we were too
poor.) I still haven’t gotten over the shock.

Meanwhile my New York cousin, Velvel/Zev, has moved to California and
now calls himself “Hirsch.” Which, apparently, is the name on his birth cer-
tificate. What’s in a name? A Kurtz by another name would be a “Kurtzer.”
That’s the surname Arnie Kurtz’s uncle used. “People thought my brother
changed his name,” he would joke. “But I changed my name. I wanted to
make it shorter.” (“Kurtz” is the Yiddish/German word for “short.”)

My paternal grandfather also changed his surname - not because he wanted
to make it shorter (his previous name was also seven letters) but because he
had to earn a living. Jacob Lockman was born in a Russian shtetl, the oldest
son of a shoichet (ritual slaughterer). When my great-grandfather died my
grandfather inherited his mantel and blade. But, he didn’t have the stomach
for the job and passed it on to his younger brother. He was engaged to a girl
from a neighboring shtetl, so he had to find a way to support her. As luck
would have it, Sarah Marantz had a brother, Jacob, who was about to leave
for America. It was decided that my grandfather would move in with his in-
laws and take over his brother-in-law’s “business,” which was making soda
pop in a shed in back of the house. There was only one problem; in Tzarist
Russia Jews were not allowed to move from one shtetl to another. 

My zaida, a resourceful man, came up with a simple solution: he would not

only take over his brother-in-law’s business but his surname. One “Jacob
Marantz” was replaced by another and the Russian authorities didn’t know the
difference. Consequently, I have been using a “phony” name since the day I
was born... and couldn’t care less. Why lose sleep over having exchanged one
meaningless name for another? What difference does it make if you’re called
Finkelstein (magic stone), Goldberg (gold mountain), Birnboim (pear tree),
Pomerantz (pomegranate) or Marantz (orange)? 

Apart from a few exceptions, like Cohen and Levy, Jewish surnames are
arbitrary labels bestowed by some gentile bureaucrat with a warped sense of
humor. Ghetto Jews were branded, like cattle, to keep track of them. My
grandfather had gamed the system. He didn’t change his name, merely his
gentile label. When he was called up to the Torah, Jacob Lockman/Marantz
was still “Jacob ben Isaac.”

Our biblical forefathers did not have surnames (You were simply “the son
of”.) and we have carried on this tradition into the 21st Century. Old habits are
hard to break. Even David Berkowitz, the only Jewish serial killer in U.S. his-
tory, called himself “Son of Sam.” A few ultra-successful moneylenders and
bootleggers, like the Rothschilds and Bronfmans, are the closest thing we
have to a Jewish aristocracy. The detritus of the European ghettos that sur-
vived the Holocaust often discarded their ghetto names when they settled in
the land of Israel. These Jewish pioneers were no prouder of their European
name tags than the numbers that had replaced them. So they took Hebrew sur-
names that reflected their new status. Like Ben Gurion (son of a lion.)

If you grew up in Winnipeg’s North End, chances are you not only had an
English name, a Jewish name, and a Hebrew name, but a nickname.
Occasionally someone would put aside a childhood nickname when he
achieved adulthood (like my friend Cliff Rodin; aka “Mouse” Radinovsky)
but they were the exception rather than the rule. Coleman Lander and Bill
Rusen were “Coke” and “Booze” forever. And my late cousin, “Base”
Marantz, took his nickname to the grave. In fact, his closest friends probably
didn’t know his given name was “Barry.” When I was child, living next door
to Base, I knew my other two cousins, his older brother and sister, as Abe and
Clarice. When I moved away and grew up they mysteriously became “Cal”
and “Chip”... and were never called anything else. 

That’s not to say the name you were born with is never worth keeping. Not
all family names are created equal. Most have no more value than a candy
wrapper but a rare few are almost magical. The mere mention of them has the
same effect as saying “Open Sesame” or “Shazam.” The right name can open
any door and turn an otherwise unremarkable young man into a superman. 

Right, Justin? 
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By

BILL MARANTZ

once a week, 29 percent said they pray at
least once a day (up from 26 percent in
2007), 24 percent said they pray weekly or
monthly, and 45 percent said they seldom
or never pray. While there is a significant

divide between the sexes among Americans generally when it comes to daily
prayer – 64 percent of American women vs. 46 percent of American men
pray daily – among Jews the gender difference is slight: 31 percent of Jewish
women compared to 27 percent of Jewish men pray daily.
Most American Jews eat pork

When it comes to observing religious dietary restrictions, Jews are less fas-
tidious than Muslims or Hindus. While 90 percent of Muslims surveyed said
they abjure pork and 67 percent of Hindus said they avoid beef, only 40 per-
cent of Jews abstain from eating pork. Fifty-seven percent of Jews surveyed
affirmed they eat pork. (One percent of Jewish respondents said they were
vegetarian; the survey did not ask Christian respondents about vegetarian-
ism).
Jews are not at peace with themselves

While 59 percent of all Americans said they experience deep feelings of
spiritual peace and well-being at least once a week (68 percent of Protestants,
57 percent of Catholics and 64 percent of Muslims), the figure for Jews was
only 39 percent. But that was still more than agnostics and atheists, who
experience those feelings weekly at rates of 37 percent and 31 percent,
respectively.
Are religious organizations a force for good?

Eighty-eight percent of Jews said their houses of worship and other reli-
gious organizations bring people together and strengthen community bonds,
but only 63 percent said those institutions protect and strengthen morality in
society. By contrast, 83 percent of Christians and Muslims said their institu-
tions protect and strengthen morality in society.

At the same time, 54 percent of Jews surveyed said religious institutions
are too concerned with money and power (compared to 52 percent of all
Americans), 59 percent said they focus too much on rules (51 percent among
all Americans) and 59 percent said they’re too involved with politics (48 per-
cent among all Americans).

Pew survey
Continued from page 21.
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Ticket Selling Fast for
Rady JCC’s Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture

November 14 – 22, 2015 
Sunday, November 15, 7:30 p.m.
Ambassador Dennis Ross

For more than twelve years, Ambassador Dennis Ross played a leading
role in shaping U.S. involvement in the Middle East peace process and
dealing directly with the parties in negotiations. A highly skilled diplomat,
Ambassador Ross was U.S. point man on the peace process in both the
George H. W. Bush and Bill Clinton administrations. He was instrumental
in assisting Israelis and Palestinians to reach the 1995 Interim Agreement;
he also successfully brokered the 1997 Hebron Accord, facilitated the 1994
Israel-Jordan peace treaty, and intensively worked to bring Israel and Syria
together.  His latest book Doomed to Succeed:  The US-Israeli
Relationship from Truman to Obama explores the attitudes and approach
of every president toward Israel and the Middle East, It highlights the
lessons that should have been learned and were not, and what the implica-

tions are for US policy toward Israel and the region today.

Wednesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.
Nomi Eve
Henna House 

An evocative and stirring novel about a young woman living in the fas-
cinating and rarely portrayed community of Yemenite Jews of the mid-
twentieth century, from the acclaimed author of The Family Orchard. In
Henna House, Nomi Eve explores the rich traditions and customs of the
now forgotten and once vibrant community of Yemenite Jews with spirit
and warmth. The story has become viral among book clubs-Nomi has
attended over 125 book clubs this year. The Family Orchard, which was a
Book-of-the-Month Club’s main selection and was nominated for a
National Jewish Book Award. Eve has an MFA in fiction writing from

Brown University and has worked as a freelance
book reviewer for The Village Voice and New
York Newsday. 
Thursday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.
Baladino
Ladino Music of Spain

Direct from Israel, this Mediterranean folk
band of five musicians performs in Ladino, the
language of Sephardic Jews of Spain prior to
1492.The name BALADINO comes from
”Baladi” which means “land” in Arabic, and
“Ladino” which refers to both the language and
the culture of Sephardic Jews who lived in Spain
up until the 15th century. After the expulsion of
the Jews from Spain in 1492, the Ladino tradi-
tion was cherished and is still active in various
communities to this day. Baladino’s modern take
on this music emphasizes the multiplicity
embedded in Israeli culture. With stunning
vocals, unexpected instruments, and a pitch-per-
fect sense of arrangement, Baladino’s songs
form a jumping-off point for instrumental
improvisations driven by Mediterranean-Gypsy
grooves.

Saturday November 21, 8:00 pm 
Pharaoh’s Daughter
Jewish World Music with an Edge…

Growing up in a Hasidic community, Basya
Schechter heard music all around her - not rock
music - but religious nigguns, or tunes. In 1998,
Basya formed the seven- piece band Pharaoh’s
Daughter, which transforms spiritual prayers
and poems into lush, epic music.  In her newest
album release, Dumiya, Schechter returns to the
religious songs she heard growing up.  This band
from New York creates swirling Hassidic chants,
Mizrachi folk-rock with an edgy sensuality.
“Best Middle East Peace Plan…” (Village
Voice)

Other Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture
events include:

Insightful authors Davis Matas (Why Did You
Do That? The Autobiography of a Human Rights
Advocate) on Sunday, November 22 at 11:00 am
and Danita Dubinsky Aziza (Finding Home: A
Journey of Life Lessons in the Land of Israel) on
Sunday, November 22 at 3:00 pm. On the lighter
side – we are pleased to screen amusing and
entertaining films Dough (November 16) and
Hunting Elephants (November 17).

Tarbut will also celebrate the work of local
Jewish artists with a ceramics exhibit featuring
the art of Merilyn Kraut, Marim Daien Zipursky,
Lainie Rosner, Manny Silverman and Leonard
Marcoe. All works on display will be for sale
with proceeds going to the artist and to the Rady
JCC.

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous
support of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
The Consulate General of Israel, Rabbi
Rappaport Education and Lecture Series Trust,
Marjorie Blankstein, Jewish Post and News, the
Winnipeg Free Press and Viscount Gort. All the
programming will take place at the Berney
Theatre, at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street.
For tickets or information contact the Rady JCC
at (204) 477-7510 or  www.radyjcc.com


