
By BERNIE BELLAN
There was an excitement in

the air as guests arrived for
the Jewish Foundation’s 50th
Anniversary Gala, held
Monday, October 27, at the
Winnipeg Convention
Centre. There had been a
massive build-up to the
event, beginning with the first
announcement last winter of
a 50th Anniversary celebra-
tion.

Rather than forcing those in
attendance to listen to an
endless litany of the
Foundation’s accomplish-
ments over the past 50 years,
the event’s organizers had the foresight to keep the speeches limited
to a very few. Instead what those of us who were among the more than
900 attendees were able to see was a combination of well-executed
sketches and song and dance routines, ably directed by Kayla Gordon
and choreographed by Brenda Gorlick, along with a series of videos
produced by Stu Slayen and Barry Lank, that highlighted not only the
history of the Jewish Foundation, but the history of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community as well. 

In fact though, just as guests took their seats and awaited the appear-
ance of an M.C. who, I’m sure, everyone expected would welcome
everyone in the usual manner, the servers who had gathered on the
floor suddenly burst into song and dance in a routine titled “Let’s
Celebrate”. (I had seen this done previously at the Hebrew University
gala honouring Moe Levy. Does this mean that, from now on, Jewish
organizations are going to try and top one another in opening their
events with routines that seem to be inspired by the phenomenon of
“flash mobs”? I certainly hope so. It’s great fun and even if it will begin
to lose the element of surprise in time, it certainly makes for a fabu-
lous way to launch an event.)

In his own remarks to the audience, Jewish Foundation President
Joseph Wilder injected his usual humourous touch when he noted that
newly-elected Mayor Brian Bowman was among those in attendance.
“We’re indebted to Mayor Brian Bowman - I thought it was awfully
considerate for you to change your name to ‘Mayor’ for the occasion.”
(Do I have to explain the pun?)

Wilder went on to laud the huge achievement of the Foundation’s
“approaching $100 million in assets as our founders have achieved
their goal.” 

Of the original
founders of the
J e w i s h
Foundation, ten
remain alive, of
whom six were in
attendance at the
gala: Morley
Blankstein, Saul
Cherniack, Ken
Halprin, Yude
Henteleff, Ronald
Slater, and Arthur
Werier. The other
four, who were
unable to attend
were: Michael Gobuty, Paul Morton, Monte Nathanson, and Ernest
Rady.

Wilder also noted that there were 16 members of the Manitoba
Legislature in attendance that evening. (It turned out that a 17th mem-
ber, someone by the name of Greg Selinger, cancelled attending;
apparently he was busy plucking knives out of his back that evening.)

Citing some of the Foundation’s accomplishments, Wilder men-
tioned that “last year the Foundation distributed over $2.5 million in
grants to 238 different charitable institutions.”

“The Foundation raises an average of $3.2 million in new capital
every year,” Wilder said.

In his own remarks to the audience Gala Chair Steven Kroft noted
that, among its allocation of
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Gray Academy students excel in Hong Kong debating competition
By BERNIE BELLAN

Three students from the Gray Academy
recently participated in the “International
Independent Schools Public Speaking
Competition”, which was held in Hong
Kong. The tournament took place from
October 9-21.

The students: Sophie Hershfield (Grade 10),
Benjamin Saadia, and Stephanie Kalo (both
in Grade 11), performed very well, according
to Gray Academy debating teacher Andrew
Kaplan, who also accompanied the students
on the trip.

“This is an annual competition,” Kaplan
explained. Now in its seventh year, the com-
petition brings together students from some
of the best English-speaking independent
schools worldwide. While the competition
has been held in Canada and the U.S. for
the most part, it was also held once in
England. This year’s tourney in Hong Kong
marked the first time it was held outside of
North America or Europe.

There were 36 schools participating altogether with 136 students from
those schools, Kaplan noted The students were in Grades 9-12, from
Canada, the U.S., the United Kingdom, India, Bermuda, and Hong Kong.
Most of the students came from Canadian schools, he added. There were

no preliminary competitions held in
advance of the tournament; any inde-
pendent school was eligible to partici-
pate.

Students were required to debate in
three different categories. The categories
included events such as “impromptu
speaking”, “parliamentary debates”,
“after dinner speaking”, and “cross
examination”, to list some of the nine
possible events.

In the end, Benjamin Saadia made the
finals in “extemporaneous speaking”,
Kaplan said, while Sophie Hershfield
made the finals in “impromptu debating”.
Stephanie Kalo also did “quite well”,
according to Kaplan.

Kaplan said that he has been teaching
debating at the Gray Academy for five
years. “It’s a mandatory subject in Grades
7 and 8,” he explained. “Then it
becomes an elective in Grades 9-12.”

In addition to teaching debating, Kaplan noted that he also teaches lan-
guage arts and filmmaking.

The Gray Academy is the only Jewish school in Canada that competes
in the International Independent Schools Public Speaking Competition,
Kaplan added.

Jewish Foundation celebrates 50th
anniversary in fine style

Over 900 individuals attended the Jewish Foundation’s
50th Anniversary Gala on Monday, October 27 at the
Winnipeg Convention Centre.

(l-r): STEPHANIE KALO (Grade 11), teacher
ANDREW KAPLAN, SOPHIE HERSHFIELD (Grade
10), and BENJAMIN SAADIA (Grade 11

Continued on page 11. See “Gala”.



Plaque commemorating Jewish war veterans unveiled
Monash Legion holds special remembrance service at Shaarey Zedek
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A more detailed look at the National Council of Jewish Women Winnipeg’s financial problems
By BERNIE BELLAN

As tensions over the proposed sale of the Gwen
Secter Centre continue to mount – with the
announcement by both Member of Parliament Joy
Smith and Member of the Legislature Gord
Mackintosh that the sale is “utterly unacceptable”,
one wonders why the National Council of Jewish
Women Winnipeg has remained so closed-
mouthed about what is driving the sale of the build-
ing.

All attempts to obtain an answer from NCJW
Winnipeg have been met either with silence or
obfuscation.

Fortunately, however, the Canada Revenue
Agency provides detailed information about all
Canadian charities that are eligible to issue tax
receipts, including NCJW Winnipeg. A thorough
examination of the information available on the
CRA website offers some very interesting insight
into what is most likely behind the move by NCJW
to sell the Gwen Secter Centre.

The graph accompanying this article, and which
is taken directly from the CRA website, shows rev-
enues and expenditures for NCJW Winnipeg for the
years 2009-2013. In each year, save one, the NCJW
reported more expenditures than revenues.

Further, by looking at information for all the years
from 2000-2013 on the CRA website it is clear that
NCJW has been in financial difficulty for the
majority of those years. In nine of those years it ran
deficits; in only six years did it report more rev-
enues than expenditures. In fact for a five-year peri-
od, from 2005-2009, NCJW reported deficits ranging from $12,000 to
$26,000.

No doubt the major contributing factor to the NCJW’s problems was
the second-hand store which it had operated for years on south
Osborne Street. Once that store was sold in 2010, however, the scale
of NCJW’s financial difficulties appears to have diminished. At the
same time though, the organization has clearly declined in scope as
its revenues for 2014 were reported as only $10,716 (while its expen-
ditures were still considerably higher: $29,593.) In the year 2007, by
way of contrast, NCJW reported revenues of $262,559 and expendi-
tures of $279,532.

It doesn’t take a financial expert to realize that NCJW Winnipeg has

been in a financial predicament for quite some time. The deal reached
between NCJW and the Jewish Federation in 2012 that saw the
Federation agreeing to loan NCJW $2500 a month, to be repaid upon
the sale of the Gwen Secter Centre, clearly gave NCJW some breath-
ing room. While it is still running deficits, those deficits can now be
adequately covered by the monies being loaned to the NCJW from the
Jewish Federation. We have asked NCJW whether they’d be willing to
extend that deal, but have not received a response.

Then again, an organization that is only bringing in $10,716 in rev-
enue is clearly a very small organization. The Gwen Secter Centre, in
contrast, has an annual budget in the range of $550,000. This is clear-
ly a case of “ the tail wagging the dog”.

NCJW Winnipeg revenue and expenditures for the past five years. 
(Source: Canada Revenue Agency website).

NCJW Winnipeg is now a tiny organization, with very few members. Yet, even though
its membership has been reduced drastically in numbers over the years, the remaining
members still have great power to control the destiny of the Gwen Secter Centre.

By BERNIE BELLAN
On this, the 100th anniversary of the

beginning of the First World War, the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue played host to a
moving service Friday evening, November
7, in which members of the General
Monash Legion, along with other members
of the community, paid tribute to the many
Jewish soldiers from this area who gave
their lives during three different wars
(World Wars I and II, and Israel’s 1948 War
of Independence).

The highlight of the evening was the
unveiling of a new plaque dedicated to
Manitoba Jewish war veterans, and which
will eventually be on display in the Jewish
Heritage Centre’s display case in the Asper
Campus.

During the course of the service, which
included a series of beautiful prayers that
are not ordinarily part of the Friday night
service, which were sung by Cantor Anibal
Mass along with the Shaarey Zedek choir,
and which featured two solos by Justin
Odwak, various individuals climbed the
bimah to make their own special contribu-
tions. Among those were Daniel Stone, rep-
resenting the Jewish Heritage Center – and
who can always be counted on to speak
flawlessly without resorting to a single note;

and Adam Bronstone, representing the
Jewish Federation, who gave a most moving
address in which he referred to various rel-
atives of his who had served in the
Canadian Armed Forces.

Roz (Wolodarksy) Usiskin read a letter
that had been written by her own grandfa-
ther while he was serving in Europe during
the First World War, and in which he
described hishopes and aspirations for

peace.
Students from the Gray Academy recited

“On Flanders Fields” in five different lan-
guages (English, Russian, Hebrew, Spanish,
and Russian) which, as Rabbi Green noted,
reflects the diversity of languages that you
can hear spoken in that school on a regular
basis. They also performed three different
songs.

Finally, Harry Rosenbaum recited the
names of all the Jewish soldiers who lost
their lives during the three aforementioned
wars. Following the service there was a
reception in the auditorium sponsored by
the Shaarey Zedek Sisterhood.  

Who was General John Monash and
why was is there a Jewish branch of
the Royal Canadian Legion named
after him?

General John Monash was an Australian
Jew who rose to prominence during the
First World War for his success in inspring
his troops, especially during the famous
battle of Gallipoli.

In an article in a 2010 issue of the
Winnipeg Free Press, Bill Redekopp wrote:
“The General Monash Legion was estab-

Comrades Maureen Wiseman and Dave
Chochinov of the General Monash Branch
of the Royal Canadian Legion with the
plaque dedicated to Jewish veterans (The
picture was taken before the Friday night ser-
vice began - in case you were wondering.)

Continued on page 7. See “Monash”.
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Winnipeg Kristallnacht speaker calls for
bystanders to evil to be legally prosecuted
By MYRON LOVE 

Amos Guiora is advocating for legal sanctions against those who stand
by and do nothing in the face of evil.

The Israeli-born professor and Co-Director of the Center for Global
Justice, College Of Law, University of Utah was the keynote speaker at the
Winnipeg Jewish Community’s annual Kristallnacht commemoration at
the Berney Theatre on Sunday, October 26. (Although Kristallnacht took
place on November 9 and 10 in 1938, the commemoration program here
was moved up this year to accommodate Professor Guiora’s schedule.) His
topic was “The Complicity of the Bystander”.

Guiora, who is the author of numerous books and other publications
dealing with security, terrorism and the legal basis for counter terrorist
actions, reported that his current focus is “on the culpability of the
bystander through the lens of the law rather than an ethical or moral per-
spective.

“In the Holocaust,” said Guiora, the son of Holocaust survivors himself,
speaking to a full house, “there are three parties involved – the perpetrator,
the victim and the bystander. The culpable bystander is the one who has
the ability to intervene to protect a victim but doesn’t.”

He noted that there are reasons that people hesitate to intervene, such as
a concern for personal safety and the safety of family members, indiffer-
ence or perhaps the feeling that someone else will step in. You can’t count
on the majority of people doing what is morally or ethically right, he
observed. That is why it is necessary to pass laws that require bystanders to
take action to help someone in distress on pain of facing legal charges if
they don’t.

While he acknowledged that thousands of Gentiles in Nazi-occupied
Europe did the right thing and helped hide their Jewish fellow citizens – as
attested by Yad Vashem’s “Righteous Among the Nations” designation –
millions more - if not actively talking parting in the attacks on their Jewish
neighbours – chose to do nothing.

Guiora described how the Nazis separated German Jews from the larg-

Professor Amos Guiora in centre with Shelley Faintuch (who orga-
nized the event) on his right and General Monash Branch Royal
Canadian Legion members (l-r): Morris Faintuch, Bill Gall, Barrie
Wiseman, Dave Chochinov.
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We receive a lot of e-mails in the course of
a typical day here at The Jewish Post & News,
as I’m sure do many of our readers. Like you,
I tend to skim through most of them very
quickly, looking for subject lines that are of
immediate interest. Some of the most impor-
tant e-mails unfortunately end up in our
“junk” folder without me having placed them
there. That’s as a result of having an e-mail fil-

ter forced upon us by our e-mail provider - in this case MTS. I suppose
that’s the trade-off you have to learn to accept in an age when so much
of what is received is junk. Occasionally I miss seeing an important e-
mail because of that.

At the same time though I do find that there is so much of interest
out there that I just don’t have time to read, especially when it comes
to news and opinion about Israel. There are certain news outlets to
which  I do try to pay attention, especially The Jerusalem Post and
Haaretz, and less often, The  Times of Israel, Algemeiner, and 24C.
Frankly it’s so hard to know where to turn when it comes to keeping
abreast of Israel or Jewish news. In addition, we receive most other
Canadian Jewish newspapers, including ones from Toronto,
Vancouver, Edmonton, and Hamilton.

Despite the plethora of news sources available to us, I still find the
news that we receive from the Jewish Telegraphic Agency to be the
most informative. There is also a news service called JNS (Jewish News
Service) that started up a couple of years ago, and which is available
to us free of charge. I’ve used JNS material from time to time and did
meet its editor, Jacob Karmas, when I was in Israel in June. He’s a very
bright young guy - and just like other writers with whom I had the
chance to speak at what was an international Jewish media confer-
ence, he’s constantly wondering what it is that most interests readers.

The JTA has also wrestled with that problem, but because it’s a very
large organization it is able to provide readers with an extremely
diverse range of stories. One thing about the JTA that I find especially
impressive though, is how much it’s been willing to engage in fairly
substantial analysis of controversial issues, such as rabbis and Hebrew
school teachers being implicated in sexual misconduct; the disaffec-
tion of so many young American Jews from support for Israel; the con-
tinuing trend toward assimilation of the Jewish community, and other
subjects that might have been ignored in years past or received much
less attention. 

Also, the JTA has been quite willing to run pieces that are highly crit-
ical of Israeli government policies. If you weren’t aware before, the JTA
website contains almost all of the same material that is available to us
as a subscriber newspaper, and it’s accessible to anyone free of
charge.

I have to admit that
I’m often frustrated at
the inability of this
paper to deliver more
of the interesting sto-
ries that come our
way courtesy of both
the JTA and JNS, sim-
ply for the reason that
we don’t have enough
space. There’s a nec-
essary trade-off
between offering
more material and try-
ing to keep costs
under control. 

What’s been hap-
pening lately is that
we’ve been publish-
ing so many local sto-
ries that national and
international stories
have been crowded
out of this paper,  to
my continued regret.
It’s partly a reflection
of how much is going
on in our community,
but it’s also a result of
catering to readers’
interests. As so many
other representative
of Jewish media out-
lets indicated at that

June media conference, it’s local news that’s of greatest interest to
readers, viewers, or listeners, as the case may be.

As well, most of the other media types with whom I spoke - or heard
speak, indicated that so many of their reads and viewers obtain infor-
mation from the Internet that they find it redundant to be offering
information that is readily accessible for free on the net.

Thus, in some ways the enormous increase in the availability of
information has led newspapers like ours to become far more
parochial in our approach. (The same phenomenon applies to big
daily newspapers as well - or haven’t you noticed how little interna-
tional coverage there is in the Free Press in recent years?)

Yet, while our focus has now tended to be much more local here,
the immediacy of e-mail allows us to be far more on top of stories than
used to be the case. We receive instant notifications of news here -
often from readers, but from local organizations as well. Then again,
one of the results of being the publisher of this paper is that I get a
tremendous amount of feedback from readers - and not all of it is
pleasant. While some readers do tell me - either in person, over the
phone or via written communication that they’re unhappy with certain
aspects of the paper, I also receive quite a bit of encouragement to
carry on doing things the way I have been doing them.

Readers should be aware that we print only a small fraction of the e-
mails that are directed here as letters to the editor. In years past my late
brother, Matt,  used to post a policy notification advising readers that
all letters would be published, although they could be subject to edit-
ing. I no longer run that notification, as we receive far too many e-
mails on subjects that I do not consider directly relevant to this paper.

I am fully aware that there are things in this paper that upset some,
perhaps many individuals. Our Jewish community also is not so large
that it’s possible to maintain any sort of distance from the people about
whom we write quite often. We see each other at many different func-
tions and, while I admit that it’s sometimes awkward to be in close
proximity to someone whom we may have criticized in the pages of
this paper, I like to think that people can distinguish between a criti-
cism of one’s policy and an ad hominem attack. 

I actually have a tremendous amount of admiration for almost all the
individuals whom I’ve criticized in The Jewish Post & News over the
years. They’re usually either volunteers or professional employees
associated with Jewish organizations here and, while we may disagree
strongly over certain issues, I  generally like them as individuals.

The same applies to many of the politicians whom I’ve had the priv-
ilege of meeting over the years. Invariably they’re exceedingly likeable
people - even if I may detest certain aspects of how they undertook
their duties. Anyone who’s read this paper would have known that I
was severely critical of Sam Katz, for instance, while he was mayor,
but at the same time I don’t think you will find a more personable and
friendly chap than Sam in his non-professional life. The same goes for
Greg Selinger, with whom I had very strong differences over his
involvement in the Crocus Fund scandal. I feel great sympathy for
what Greg Selinger has been going through lately, whether or not I
support the positions he has taken as premier.

Still, my primary purpose in publishing this paper is to offer readers
something that they are not likely to find in any other news source -
and to present that something in a lively manner. Sure, that “lively
manner” is often provocative and deliberately controversial, but if it
leads to a discussion of issues that might otherwise be ignored, then
we’re doing our job. There are currently several major issues swirling
in our Jewish community including, but not limited to: The proposed
merger of the Shaarey Zedek and Etz Chayim congregations; the on-
again, off-again redevelopment of the Herzlia; the large drop in enrol-
ment at the Gray Academy this past year; and the continued specula-
tion as to the future of the Gwen Secter Centre. What these issues all
have in common is that they are all tied to questions about the size of
our Jewish community’s population - which I have been arguing is
much lower than what our Federation has been telling us for years.

I wish that we could have a regular community forum where we
could debate some, if not all of these issues in public, but I don’t see
anyone rushing to host such a forum.  In the meantime, I’m going to
continue the tradition we’ve now established within this paper of
probing issues that some individuals might prefer be left unexamined.

That being said, I am quite willing to admit when we’ve made a mis-
take. It was pointed out to me, for instance, that, in an  article about
the Herzlia downsizing in our last issue, we confused the Rady JCC’s
one-time plan to locate a day care in the Herzlia with the Jewish
Federation. The Jewish Federation, while supportive of that plan, was
not directly involved in the Rady JCC’s planning nor did the Federation
have a say in those plans. We apologize for the error.

If we’ve made a mistake, let us know. We’re always willing to admit
when we’ve made mistakes in fact.
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Israel does violate Palestinian human rights
Myron Love’s opinion piece (“Israel not to blame for lack of Palestinian

human rights”, Oct. 15 issue) parrots the myths that the Israeli state and its
apologists continue to preach, despite the fact that Israeli historians have
debunked these myths over the past several decades. Through the opening of
Israeli state archives in the 1980s, it was discovered that Israel did in fact aim
to expel Palestinians in order to rid the land of the large majority of its non-
Jewish native inhabitants. This, as we all know, was successfully achieved. 

Israel governed over the Palestinians who remained within the newly
founded state – a quarter of whom had been displaced from their homes and
are referred to by the Orwellian term ‘present absentees’ – under a system of
martial law until 1966, depriving them of their most basic rights. While
Palestinians in Israel are now rights-bearing citizens, they can never be equal
to Israeli Jews since Israel refuses to recognize an Israeli nationality. Israeli
Jews have a privileged status that grants them rights and privileges denied to
the native Palestinians, due to the sole fact that Palestinians were not born of
the correct ethno-religious group. 

In the West Bank, Palestinians are living under a brutal military occupation
imposed by Israel; Israel governs over them through a system of apartheid,
giving full citizenship rights to Israeli colonists, while depriving the
Palestinians living under Israeli sovereignty of these same rights. Israel’s occu-
pation of the West Bank has become a permanent occupation, making its
separate legal systems for both Jews and Palestinians and its control of
resources characteristic of the crime of apartheid under international law. 

In Gaza, Israel has subjected residents to an illegal and inhumane form of
collective punishment through a brutal siege which has now lasted over 7
years. Bombing essential infrastructure such as its only power plant, farms,
factories, schools, hospitals, ambulances, and rehabilitation centres; destroy-
ing over 18,000 homes; and putting Palestinians in Gaza “on a diet” that
restricts their caloric intake are all designed to make Gaza uninhabitable for
its over 1.8 million residents. 80% of Gaza’s population are refugees expelled
by Israel between 1947-1949, awaiting justice for crimes that Israel commit-
ted – not any Arab state. 

While Mr. Love is
correct in pointing out
the ill-treatment of
Palestinians in most of
the surrounding Arab
states, this does not
absolve Israel for the
responsibility of having
created the problem of
Palestinian refugees,
and for continuing to
make life unbearable
for Palestinians in areas
which it continues to
occupy. It is time to
acknowledge these
realities and pursue a
peace with justice and
dignity for all people.
As a starting point, we
need to acknowledge
the humanity of
Palestinians, which is
sadly absent from Mr.
Love’s opinion piece. 
Tyler Levitan
Campaigns Coordi-
nator
Independent Jewish
Voices Canada

Angry over sale of Gwen Secter Centre
(Ed. note: This letter was apprently originally sent in late

September, but was never received at that time. It has been edited
for length.)

Over the past six weeks there has been varied and excellent cov-
erage over the threatened closure of The Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre, a senior recreational facility located in the north
end. Particular names have been cited in the various articles and
so without my naming the parties in this problematic play, know
that one party owns and another principally funds the centre.  The
crux of the matter appears to be whether Jewish organizations are
committed to continued support of those institutions that are locat-
ed in North Winnipeg, as previous and current community admin-
istrative associations have chosen to plan for and see through
growth only in the south end. I suggest that there are too many
divides within the greater Jewish community of Winnipeg,
whether they are due to locale, ethnicity, education, economics,
and in this case generational.  

The deed to the building is held by an organization which is no
longer aligned or associated with the deeds of the late Gwen
Secter. However, those for whom it is of most service, and those
dedicated staff who have judiciously reinvested the funds into
improving and increasing the services and consequent financial
assets of this facility, through lack of monies, cannot, on their own
gain the legal right to this building. What is needed is someone, or
some body, that can see and respect the vitality of this institution
and come forth with the necessary financial backing or repur-
chase. A private sale to repurpose this building commercially is
short minded and will only reap a momentary monetary profit,
whereas recommitment to Gwen Secter, can reap many future
rewards. 

Rather than seeing the sale of the Gwen Secter building as a
ready way to make up for lost income, the existing facility could be
more fully utilized. Gwen Secter stands – this site, this facility,
encompassing large dining and meeting areas, catering kitchen,
exercise and smaller meeting rooms – as the best choice wherein
to continue the programming in which it has excelled over these
many, many years. If it is forced to surrender its current location and
split its programming and facilitation between two places and
plants it will have been a compromise which in effect will be a real

comedown on
its promise.
However, were
the community
administrators
and a willing
buyer to want to
add a south end
synagogue or
facility and the
north end senior
residence to the
activities of the
e x i s t i n g
S m i t h f i e l d
Centre then that
would be a
greater fulfill-
ment of its
promise. And
then, if south
end institutions
were to decide
to extend pro-
g r a m m i n g
across many
divides to make
further excel-
lent use of this
space, it would
be the culmina-
tion of many
p r o m i s e s .
Gwen Secter
has always
been open to
all, I suggest
that we, as the
Jewish commu-
nity, consider
all who make
up our commu-
nity and let
their door con-
tinue to stand
open “dor
l’dor.”
Margo Cates
New York City

Kudos to David Topper
I read with great interest the Oct. 15 Martin Zeilig review and discussion of

Dr. David Topper’s latest book, Idolatry and Infinity.
Dr. Topper taught History of Art and History of Science at the U of W for

43 years.
Martin Zeilig states that “what a treat those classes must have been for the

inquisitive student.” Yes, those classes were special. I was one of his students
in the 1980’s. He was an exceptional art history teacher who was voted
Professor of the Year. His teaching of art was a blend of history and science.
Because of his class, I continued to study art, and art history for many years. 

At the end of the year, the students were asked to evaluate his class. Dr.
Topper thanked us as he told us that all students had stated he was a won-
derful teacher, ...and one student had added, “...but his ties have to go”. 

I look forward to reading his latest book.
Carol Faiman
Cleveland, Ohio

 
 

The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre 
Proudly Announces its 

2014-2015 Board of Directors 
 
 

Jonathan Kroft (Chair) 
Saul Greenberg (Vice Chair) 

Arthur Blankstein 
David Cohen 
Selma Gilfix 
Karyn Glass 

Saul Greenberg 
Linda Hughes 
Cole Leinburd 
Mirtha Lopez 
Ted Lyons 
David Marr 

Marilyn Regiec 
Carla Shapiro 

Leonard Steingarten 
Stanley Yaren 

������������	��
�����	��	��	������	�
�������	��
��	�
���������������	��	�����	��� ��!����"	#�$%�&'()�*�

+���	,�-��./�0.�1'�23 �"#45���6��#

����� !	��	
�����(��	��	���0�����.
�����		 ,���+$


������� $���1+��"�
	�&���
�
"	��������������"�

��'�7��5�
	����		

��������	��
����
������������
������������������

���������������������������
������
�����������������������
���
�������� ����
��!���"������������ ����
��#��	
������� ����



Most recent Yad Vashem heroes have strong Winnipeg connection
It was a very emo-

tional evening on
Thursday, October 30,
for the grandchildren
and great grandchil-
dren of Ludwik and
Monika Koszczyc as
the Polish couple was
officially installed
among Yad Vashem’s

“Righteous Among the Nations”. This year’s
True Heroes Tribute Gala in Toronto in honour
of the Koszczycs and a Dutch family was host-
ed by the Canadian Society for Yad Vashem.

“There were about 1,000 people at the
event,” says Beata Pienkowski, a great-grand-
daughter of the couple. “Yad Vashem raised
$2,600,000 on the evening.”

The keynote speaker, she notes, was Nicolas
Sarkozy, the former French president, who
also has Jewish antecedents (in Hungary).

Ludwik and Monika Koszczyc have a strong
Canadian connection. Their grandson,
Zbigniew Cofnas (Beata’s father), and grand-
daughter, Luba Chwajewski, and their chil-
dren live in Winnipeg, while their other grand-
son, Michal, lives in Toronto.

Yad Vashem came calling on the
Chwajewski/ Family last July in the person of
Canadian Society for Yad Vashem executive
director Yaron Ashkenazi. He and some of his
staff members met the Chwajewski/ Family
members at the Chwajewski home in Garden
City and learned what they knew of Ludwik
and Monika Koszczyc’s story of quiet heroism.

In 1943, a six-year-old Jewish boy from
Vilnius by the name of Samuel Bernan sought
refuge in a barn belonging to Monika’s broth-
er. The brother, realizing the boy was Jewish
and the danger harbouring him would pose to his family, called on his
sister and brother-in-law, who agreed to take in the boy. For two years,

they hid the renamed Misha Kasinski. He
became part of the family and remained close
to his adoptive family for the rest of his life.
He married and fathered two sons.

Happily for Bernan/Kasinskij, he learned
shortly after the war that an older brother,
Kasryel, also survived, and the two brothers
were re-united. Samuel/Misha lived with
Ludwik and Monika Koszczyc after the war
until he finished elementary school. His
brother, who became Anatolij Kasinski, was
given a home by Ludwik and Monika
Koszczyc’s daughter, Stanislawa, and her hus-
band, Michael Cofnas (who was also Jewish).
The Cofnas are the parents of Luba, Zbigniew
and Michal.

While Misha passed away in 2007, Anatolij,
who is now 80, was able to come to Toronto
from Poland with his son, Valerij Kasinkij and
grandson, Andrej Truchaciov, for the gala
evening and came to Winnipeg with the
Chwajewski family for a few days afterwards.
Both Bernan/Krasinski Brothers worked in the
marine industry out of Gdansk which is where
Ludwik and Monika spent their last years.
They passed away about 45 years ago.

Zbigniew, Michal and Luba remembered
Misha as a boy. “For our grandparents, taking
in this little Jewish boy was the natural thing
to do,” Luba said at that earlier meeting with
Yaron Ashkenazi in July. “They never wanted
any recognition.”

She remembers Misha living with the fami-
ly when she was little. “He left when I was six
or seven,” she recalled. “He treated us like his
little brothers and sister. He was a shy boy.
The war left him fearful, but not around us.”

She noted that Misha came to Canada for a
short visit about 15 years ago. “It was nice to

see him one last time,” she said. “He passed away quietly, the way he
had lived his life.”

When they were last in Poland, she noted, she saw both Misha and
Anatolij and their families. “It was a very emotional visit.”

Luba and Zbigniew’s children and grandchildren know the family
story and expressed pride in Ludwik and Monika’s quiet heroism and
basic humanity.

Readers who may want to follow up on Ludwik and Monika’s story
of courage can go to the Yad Vashem website (yadvashem.ca) and click
on the Righteous among the Nations Featured Stories.
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Myron Love

Speak Up: Advocacy 
Skills for Family Caregivers

Wednesday, November 26, 2014 
7:00 pm 

The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre
1 Falcon Ridge Drive, Winnipeg, MB

alzheimer.mb.ca

10-120 Donald Street
Winnipeg, MB   R3C 4G2

Phone: 204-943-6622 
1-800-378-6699 (Manitoba)

Aynsley Nixon at aynsley.nixon@sharonhome.mb.ca or 204-589-9038 
or call Janet at 204-589-9014

Presented by: Norma Kirkby, Program Director 
Alzheimer Society of Manitoba

Co-sponsored by:

Light refreshments will be served. 
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By

MYRON LOVE

Group photo of Cofnas Family with Luba
Chwajewski in front role holding Yad
Vashem medal, her brother Zbigniew Cofnas
with Yad Vashem plaque and brother,
Michal, on end. One more correction to
photo of Cofnas family: John Enns is at the
top of the stairs while Krzysztof Pienkowski
is below him. Second row, great-granchil-
dren Beata Pienkowski, Monica Czezowski
with great great-grandson Sebastain, and
Izabel Enns. Kids Christian and Lexi behind
Beata and husbands John Pienkowski and
Chris Enns.



lished 75 years ago on
February 28th, 1934 when
52 Jewish veterans from the
first World War met to dis-

cuss the possibility of forming a branch of the Canadian
Legion. With the increasing threat of anti-Semitism, the
Jewish veterans felt the need to assert themselves as a patri-
otic body. The name of the branch was taken from the
famous Jewish Commander-in-Chief of the Australian
forces, Major General Sir John Monash. Since its inception,
the membership has been comprised of World War I,
World War II and Korean War veterans.” 

While membership once numbered in the many hun-
dreds, it has now dwindled to somewhere around 30, as
veterans die off. Once the legion eventually disbands its
assets will be distributed to the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba.

Who was John Monash?
The following information is taken largely from Wikipedia: 
“General Sir John Monash was born in 1865 in Australia to a

Prussian Jewish family. An excellent student he became a civil engi-
neer and later a leading Australian military commander in the First
World War. He commanded the 13th Infantry Brigade before the war
and then, shortly after the outbreak of the war, became commander of
the 4th Brigade in Egypt, with whom he took part in the Gallipoli cam-
paign. In July 1916, he took charge of the new Australian 3rd Division
in northwestern France and in May 1918 he was made commander of

the Australian Corps, at the time the largest corps on the
Western Front. On 8 August 1918 the successful Allied
attack at the Battle of Amiens, which led to the expedited
end to the war, was planned by Monash and spearhead-
ed by British forces including the Australian and
Canadian Corps under Monash and Arthur Currie.
Monash is considered to be one of the best Allied gener-
als of the First World War.

“Monash’s impact on Australian military thinking was
significant in three areas. First, he was the first Australian
to fully command Australian forces and he took, as fol-
lowing Australian commanders did, a relatively indepen-
dent line with his British superiors. Second, he promoted
the concept of the commander’s duty to ensure the safe-
ty and well-being of his troops to a pre-eminent position
applying a philosophy of “collective individualism”. And
finally, he forcefully demonstrated the benefit of thorough

planning and integration of all arms of the forces available, and of all
of the components supporting the front line forces, including logisti-
cal, medical and recreational services. Troops later recounted that one
of the most extraordinary things about the Battle of Hamel was not the
use of armoured tanks, nor the tremendous success of the operation,
but the fact that in the midst of battle Monash had arranged delivery
of hot meals up to the front line.

Following the war Monash assumed various posts within the
Australian government. He was also the first president of the newly
formed Australian Zionist Federation (in 1927). Sir John Monash died
in 1931.
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Arnold Frieman first inductee in Deer Lodge Centre Foundation
newly created Honour Roll

By MYRON LOVE
More than 60 years ago, Arnold Frieman

came to Winnipeg a penniless Holocaust sur-
vivor seeking a new start in life in a peaceful
community.  Today, Frieman is the president
of Advance Electronics, the largest indepen-
dently-owned retail electronics store in
Western Canada, and a pillar of our commu-
nity.

Over the years Frieman has given back
much to the community, sharing his experi-
ence and expertise as well as financial gifts
and electronic equipment with a large num-
ber of charitable and communal organiza-
tions.  On Thursday, November 6, at a gala
evening at the Hilton Hotel on Wellington, a
very grateful Deer Lodge Centre Foundation
- one of those organizations which has ben-
efitted from Frieman’s generosity - inducted
the businessman and philanthropist onto its
newly created Honour Roll.

The Foundation created the Honour Roll as
part of its (the Foundation’s) 25th anniversary
and the beginning of a year of celebration of
the Dear Lodge Centre’s 100th anniversary.
Frieman is the very first inductee.

In introducing the honoree, Deer Lodge
Centre COO Gina Natividad noted a number
of the organizations to which Frieman has
contributed, such as the Chamber of
Commerce, the Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the
Manitoba Chamber Orchestra and the
University of Manitoba - in addition to Deer
Lodge.  She added that Frieman was previ-
ously appointed to the Order of Manitoba in
2006 and was the Jewish National Fund hon-
oree in 2007.

Gordon Greaves, the Deer Lodge Centre
Foundation secretary-treasurer, was a
Foundation board member from 2003 to
2009. “We appreciated his sharing his exper-
tise with us,” Greaves said.  “He has always
showed a deep level of caring for the veterans
who reside in the Deer Lodge Centre.”

In his response, Frieman thanked the
Foundation staff for the honour.  “There is a
life formula I follow at home, in business and
in the community.” He said.  “If there is
something I can do to help, something I can

work on, then I will do it.”
He noted that from the beginning of his

business career he was determined to create
a retail electronics company that would be
second to none. “We succeeded,” he said.

Advance, he pointed out, has commercial
and residential divisions staffed by knowl-
edgeable, service-oriented employees.  Some
of Advance’s major installations that Frieman
cited were the new Investors Group Field, the
MTS Centre, the newly-opened Canadian
Museum for Human Rights and the new
James Richardson International Airport. 

Frieman also recognized his wife and life
partner, Myra, for her strong support for his
business ventures and community work.

The evening was also marked by the pres-
ence of a Canadian Military band and sol-
diers from 17 Wing Winnipeg, reflecting both
Deer Lodge’s longstanding ties with the
Canadian armed forces (Deer lodge was orig-
inally opened as a convalescent home for
wounded Canadian soldiers returning from
World War I) and Frieman’s own connections
with 17 Wing members.  As he recalled, he
directed the funds raised at the JNF Negev
Gala in his honour in 2007 to be used to fly
to Israel the teenage children of Canadian
servicemen serving in Afghanistan to experi-

ence the Jewish state.
“The key is to expose non-Jewish children

of military families to Israel - to see what
Israelis are doing for their country and the
world,” said the veteran of Israel’s War of
Independence in an earlier interview.
“Israelis are fighting a battle for the entire
world, especially the Judeo-Christian world.
Without Israel in the Middle East, the situa-
tion in that region and the whole world
would be much worse.”

At that time (the Negev Gala in 2007), he
also arranged to send a letter of support - with
about 1,600 signatures - to the Canadian sol-
diers stationed in Kandahar.

The guest speaker for the evening was Tim
Hague Sr., the winner of the inaugural
Amazing Race Canada last year, with his son,
Tim Jr.   Hague was a fitting keynote speaker
in that he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s dis-
ease a couple of years ago, a condition for
which he is being helped at the Deer Lodge
Centre.

Hague spoke with humour and passion. He
described how he first realized he had the
disease and his range of reactions.  He talked
about the race.  Most importantly, he stressed
the importance of perseverance in life and
giving it your best at all times,  sentiments
with which Arnold Frieman would whole-
heartedly agree.

The Deer Lodge Centre, noted COO Gina
Natividad,  is  both a long term care and
rehabilitation facility, providing a variety of
in-patient, out-patient and outreach programs
to the community.

GENERAL SIR
JOHN MONASH

Monash 
(Continued from page 2.)

Honoree Arnold Frieman flanked by Deer
Lodge Centre COO Gina Natividad on his
left and Gordon Greaves, the Deer Lodge
Centre Foundation secretary treasurer, on
right

Israel Air Force Sargent Major Arnold
Frieman with his sisters, Elizabeth (l.) and
Edith (r.) in a 1949 photo



University professor undertaking oral history project on
Zalman Schachter’s Winnipeg years

By MYRON LOVE 
Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi, who passed

away over the summer in Boulder, Colorado,
spent almost 20 years teaching in Winnipeg in
what could well be described as the formative
period in his development of the Jewish
Renewal Movement. Yet, notes Justin Jaron
Lewis, in all of the obituaries written about him,
there is little or no reference to his time here.

Lewis, an associate professor at the University
of Manitoba’s Department of Religion, has taken
on the task of correcting that oversight through
an oral history project involving interviews with
Winnipeggers and former Winnipeggers who
knew Schachter-Shalomi.

“My colleague, Professor Ben Baader, pointed
out to me the lack of references to Winnipeg in
the obituaries,” Lewis says. “Since I am on
research leave until the end of December, I have
some time to tackle this project.”

Schachter-Shalomi began his professional life
as an Orthodox rabbi, ordained in the
Lubavitch movement in 1947. He was one of
the original Lubavitch shlichim. He came to
Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba in the
early 1950s and stayed for about 20 years. He
raised his first family here. During that time, he
moved away from the Lubavitch movement and began to chart his
own religious path within Judaism.

Lewis started on his project in late August. He reports that thus far
he has interviewed about a dozen people who were students of
Schachter-Shalomi here or were involved in Hillel when he served as
the director of the Jewish student organization.

“It has been quite interesting so far,” he says. “I have learned some
interesting things about Zalman. It seems that he was good with his
hands – that he had a talent for fixing things such as cars or typewrit-
ers.

“He was also well versed in modern Hebrew literature.
“Some people were deeply moved by him, others not so much,”

Lewis continues. “Several peo-
ple spoke of the close, person-
al connection that they felt
with him”

Lewis says that he remains
puzzled though why someone
with such a huge impact on
the Jewish world left such a
limited impact on Winnipeg’s
Jewish community. He specu-
lates that was because
Schachter-Shalomi’s interac-

tions here were largely with university stu-
dents who either subsequently left
Winnipeg or moved on to careers and did-
n’t keep in touch with him.

Readers who may be interested in sharing
their memories of Zalman Schachter-
Shalomi can phone Lewis at 204 772-5518
or contact him by e-mail at
Justin_lewis@umanitoba.ca.

He reports that he will be donating the
results of this project to the Zalman
Schachter-Shalomi archive at the
University of Colorado.

Lewis is also working concurrently on
two other research projects. One is an oral

history of the many Jews who have joined the Hare Krishna movement
over the past 50 years. Many of the leaders in the movement in North
America were originally Jewish,” he says. “I have spoken with many
Jewish Hare Krishna members in Canada, the United States, India and
even in Israel where there is a community. It’s fascinating how they
interject Jewish themes in the movement.”

He is also doing research on the Tosher Rebbe, the only Hasidic
Rabbi in North America. The Tosher Rebbe is based just outside
Montreal.

“I am particularly interested in his use of kabbalah in his teaching,”
Lewis says.
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UNITED JEWISH 
PEOPLE’S ORDER
WINNIPEG

Alexander 
Micklethwate
Music Director 
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra

The Power of Music
Alexander Micklethwate will address the annual 
UJPO-Winnipeg fundraising dinner for Outlook 
Magazine on Monday, November 17th. He will 
talk about how music crosses boundaries and 
cultures and acts as a unifying force. Born in 
Germany, Maestro Micklethwate has conducted 
in Atlanta and Los Angeles and was appointed 
Music Director of the WSO in 2006. He has 
expanded the orchestra’s repertoire and raised 
its profile in our community through the annual 
New Music Festival, the Indigenous Music 
Festival and many other innovative programs. 
This year the WSO performed at the Carnegie 
Hall Orchestra Showcase under his baton, the 
only Canadian orchestra invited. He is sought 
as a guest conductor all over the world and has 
worked with many of the biggest names in music 
today.

The Hotel Fort Garry        
Monday, November 17, 2014
Doors open at 6:00, Dinner at 6:30.
Tickets: $75 
(includes $40 charitable receipt)
Cheques can be made out to:
Outlook

For tickets contact:
Mark Golden: Tel. 204-779-9044   
Mail. 19-828 Preston Ave. R3G 0Z4 
Email. m.golden@uwinnipeg.ca F2
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invites you to their annual fundraising 
dinner in Support of Outlook 
Canada’s Progressive Jewish Magazine

Featuring

JUSTIN LEWIS holding copy of Schachter
Shalomi’s book, Wrapped in a Holy Flame:
Teachings and Tales of The Hasidic Masters.
(Inset: Rabbi Zalman Schachter-Shalomi)



By BERNIE BELLAN
What is it about seniors’ events at the Rady

JCC that seem to attract a preponderance of
women when there should be a lot of men
there as well? 

For instance, I was invited to attend the
Seniors’ Wellness Fair on Monday, October 27,
partly to report on it, but also partly because, I
suppose, I’m now a full-fledged senior. 

When Rady JCC Older Adults Coordinator
Claudia Chernitsky contacted me to see
whether I would be coming, I told her that I
would definitely make time to attend at least
one of the several sessions that were to be held
that day.

What would you know - the very first session
was the one I was most interested in attending:
“Hanky panky after 60”. I wondered just what
that would be all about - maybe get a few tips,
who knows?

It turns out that session was extremely infor-
mative - packed full of useful information.
Presenter Lois Greenhill, who is a Registered Nurse at the Victoria
Hospital and who works in something called the Mature Women’s
Centre, gave a matter-of-fact lecture which was so sophisticated that I
had to take pictures of her Powerpoint slides in order to be able to pre-
pare this article.

The gist of Greenhill’s talk focused on the ability of women to main-
tain active and fulfilling sex lives well into their senior years, notwith-
standing physical changes that inevitably occur. No doubt Greenhill
knew that her audience would be predominantly female, since her
talk was oriented toward problems that women face. When I asked her
afterwards, however, whether she ever gives a similar talk to men, she
told me that she does.

Greenhill began her lecture by describing the demographic wave of
baby boomers now entering their senior years. By the year 2030, she
noted, we will be seeing a “silver tsunami” of baby boomers between
the ages of 80-89.

Explaining the diminishment of “hanky panky” for seniors, Greenhill
cited “vaginal dryness” as the primary cause. Because women tend to
submerge their own needs for the sake either of their children or male
partners though, many women deprive themselves of sexual satisfac-
tion, Greenhill suggested.

One of her slides said: “Women have a habit of putting everything
ahead of sex; laundry,
kids, etc., with sex being
at the bottom of the list.
That’s too bad.”

In another slide she
produced the following
information regarding
sexual activity in older
adults: 

Age
57-54 65-74    75-85

% sexually active
73          53        26
One of the primary

factors in the decline of
sexual activity, accord-
ing to Greenhill, is the
reluctance of women to
take hormone therapy
for vaginal dryness.
Although she admitted
that the practice was
controversial, Greenhill
claimed that the risks of
engaging in hormone
therapy have been vastly
exaggerated.

“Hormone use therapy
has dropped since the
Women’s Health
Initiative came out
warning of the dangers
of hormone therapy,”
she suggested.

Yet, the WHI led to a

distortion of the risk associated with taking
hormone therapy, Greenhill claimed. What
the WHI actually stated, she said, was that
“there was a slight increase in the risk of
breast cancer but the study was clear that
risk was confined almost entirely to older
women who were heavy.”

Greenhill said that she was a strong proponent of estrogen treat-
ments for women experiencing vaginal dryness, in addition to which
it has proved effective in preventing hip fractures in women who have
undergone hysterectomies.

As for the decline in sexual desire among older women, Greenhill
had this observation: “There have been more copies of 50 Shades of
Grey sold than the entire series of Harry Potter books combined.”

What about us poor men, I wondered? Well, Greenhill noted, there
are now over 41 drugs available for male sexual dysfunction on the
market. She didn’t show all that much sympathy for men, noting that
“Men think women are like men. Men generally have faster accelera-
tion and deceleration of their arousal, therefore they assume women
could or should be the same.”

In general though, Greenhill’s advice to women was to be more
assertive in indicating their sexual desires: “Speak up!!!! (direct him to
do exactly what you want. If he doesn’t do it right, show him.”

“Men don’t know everything”
“Make time for intimacy - it’s important”
Finally, Greenhill told the audience that there is an app for the

iPhone known as “”OhMiBod”, which can turn your phone into a
vibrator. (No doubt this doesn’t come as news to most women who
own an iPhone; I, however, was unaware.)

Rady JCC hosts successful “Seniors’ Wellness Fair”
Registered nurse gives frank talk about seniors’ sexuality
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Rady JCC Older Adults Coordinator
CLAUDIA CHERNITSKY (left) with

R.N. LOIS GREENHILL, who gave a talk 
on “Hanky panky after 60”.

Attendees at the Rady JCC Wellness Fair
warming up prior to the first session
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The master of schmaltz himself,
Jerry Maslowsky, was the featured
entertainer at the Chavurat Tefilah’s
annual dinner, Monday, November
3. In the pictures seen here,
Maslowsky surprised the ever-
youthful Roslyn Silver by first, sit-
ting on her lap (well - not quite -
there was a slight size imbalance);
then stroking her cheek as he sere-
naded her. 

Now-retired Jewish
Federation CEO Bob
Freedman was hon-
oured by the Jewish
Federation on
W e d n e s d a y ,
November 5, at the
Shaarey Zedek. The
good sport that he
is, Bob sat good-
naturedly while he
was at one point,
made fun of in a
song sung by
Meriam Bernstein
(written by Gail
Asper) and that can
be viewed on our
website.

T h u r s d a y ,
November 6, staff at
the Rady JCC kicked
off their own partic-
ipation in this year’s
United Way Drive
by wearing jerseys
of their favourite
sports teams. (It’s
pretty obvious that
the Winnipeg Jets
and the Argentinean
national soccer
team are the
favourites.)

Sunday, November
2, I was asked to
serve tea at, where
else - the Gwen
Secter Centre.
Now, being a novice
tea-pourer, I as-
sumed that one had
to dress appropri-
ately - meaning an
appropriate bonnet
or hat of some sort
was de rigeur. So, I
borrowed one of my
wife’s hats. (She did-
n’t have any white
kid gloves.) In the
picture here Bernice
Marmel seems gen-
uinely perplexed at
the notion of me
serving tea. I’m glad
to say that I didn’t
scald anyone.

The Jewish Post & News was there!

Bob and Shirley Freedman



Wednesday, November 12, 2014, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Community news

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Modern Yiddish poets viewed the heroes of the Bible as folksy Shtetl Jews. They allied

with the poor and the oppressed. The modernist American poet Jacob Glastein chose in
the poem “Abishag (1926), to describe King David as an impotent, weak old man await-
ing his death. After years of wars and love affairs he wishes to die in his own bed. The
messianic politics of who will inherit him are of no importance to him. He may have won
as a king, but lost as a human being. 

er German
s o c i e t y
through a
series of regu-

lations they began introducing shortly after
coming to power in 1933. As a result, Jews
were banned from all professions, schools and
universities and from owning any farmland.
The Nuremberg Laws, in 1935, stripped Jews
of German citizenship and forbade marriage
between Jews and Germans.

The anti-Jewish legislation, Guiora noted,
was a prelude to Kristallnacht. The excuse for
the nationwide pogrom was the shooting of a
German diplomat in Paris by a German-born
son of Polish Jews whose parents had recently
been deported to Poland.

Over two days (November 9 and 10), Guiora
reported, 91 Jews were murdered, over 1,000
synagogues were burned, over 7,000 Jewish
businesses destroyed or damaged and 30,000
were arrested and incarcerated in concentra-
tion camps. Jewish homes, hospitals, and
schools were ransacked.

Guiora quoted the historian Martin Gilbert
who wrote that “no foreign propagandist bent
upon blackening Germany before the world
could outdo the tale of burnings and beatings,
of blackguardly assaults on defenseless and
innocent people, which disgraced that coun-
try” on Kristallnacht.

But it was not only the majority of Germans
who were complicit bystanders in the face of
evil, Guiora noted. He also spoke of the lynch-
ings of Black men in the American south and
Midwest during the 1920s and 30s and the
large number of spectators who came to watch
the hangings.

“People would go to church on Sunday morn-
ings, then go home, pick up their children and
their picnic baskets and go to watch the lynch-
ing,” he noted. “It was a public spectacle.”

Guiora cited an occasion when he, himself,
failed to intervene when he saw a university
student bullying a homeless person. Under his
proposed legislation, he said, he would have
been charged for standing aside. He didn’t,
however, indicate whether the bullying was of
the taunting variety or involved violence.

He also spoke of the need to combat cyber-
bullying and rape on American campuses.

He was asked about the BDS Movement –
the effort based largely at universities – to boy-
cott Israeli products and people. He “credited”
the concept to the South African Reverend
Desmond Tutu (“to his everlasting shame”, he
added). He described the movement as “vile”
and questioned why – of the 190 or so nations
in the world – only Israel has been singled out
repeatedly for international censure.

Asked about the (toothless, it would seem)
“Responsibility To Protect” commitment
passed a few years back by the United
Nations, he responded that would be for
another book.

Kristallnacht
Continued from page 3.

the Assiniboine Park
Conservancy as part of
its overall commitment
not only to the Jewish
community, but to the

general community as well.
Kroft also pointed out that, among the

900 guests there that evening, 250 were
there representing different charities, while
an additional 200 individuals had tickets
purchased on their behalves by other
donors who wanted to make sure that there
was a broad representation of the Jewish
community.

If you would like to view the video pre-
sentation that was shown during the Gala,
a link to the video is available on the Jewish
Foundation website.

Gala
Continued from
page 1.
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The Rady JCC is thrilled to present the fifth annual Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture and Jewish Book Fair. This year’s Festival will feature
world-renowned musicians, award-winning authors, films, a special
photography exhibit and Book Fair all showcasing the best of Jewish
culture. “The Rady JCC is pleased to welcome everyone to the Tarbut:
Festival of Jewish Culture. Our terrific line-up of renowned musicians,
award-winning authors and compelling films is what makes Tarbut,
one of the premier arts events around. Be sure to come and celebrate
the best of Jewish culture at Tarbut,” says Rady JCC Assistant
Executive Director, Tamar Barr. All events will take place at the Rady
JCC, 123 Doncaster Street. 

Tarbut’s diverse 2014 line-up includes:
Michael Greilsammer: Saturday, November 15, 8:00 p.m.

Israeli violinist and singer songwriter Michael Greilsammer has

earned himself the title of the world’s only Jewish reggae violinist. His
lyrical mix of French and Hebrew peppers his music, which is influ-
enced by the rhythms of Bob Marley, Irish pubs, Gypsy camps and the
Arab street. 
Songs of our People: The 1985 Concert CD Launch: Featuring per-
formances by eight Cantors from our community: Sunday, November
16, 2:00 p.m.

This program will feature a concert performed by Cantors Tracy
Kasner-Greaves, Anibal Mass, Len Udow, Michael Eskin, Gerry Daien,
Arky Berkal, Judah Smolack and Richard Yaffe. This concert will
explore cantoral music, then to now. Concert produced by Kinsey
Posen. 

Presented in partnership with The Jewish Heritage Centre
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy: Sunday, November 16, 7:30 pm 

Narrated by Joel Grey, this film explores the
unique role of Jewish composers and lyricists
in the creation of the modern American
musical. Peabody Award, 2014; Official
Selection, Toronto International Film Festival,
2013. (USA, 2013)
Wunderkinder (Prodigies): Monday,
November 17, 7:30 pm

From the producers of Europa Europa
comes the moving story of three exceptional
child prodigies - two Jewish, one German -
whose innocent world is turned upside
down. Best Feature, Jerusalem Film Festival,
2011; Best Narrative Feature, Palm Springs
International Film Festival, 2012; Best Feature
Film, San Diego Jewish Film Festival, 2012;
Yad Vashem Chairman’s Award, Jerusalem,
2011.(Germany, 2011)
Anna-Lisa Kirby Presents: The Carole King
Songbook: Tuesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m. 

With a solid all-Winnipeg band consisting
of Will Bonness, Steve Kirby, Larry Roy,
Quincy Davis, Jon Gordon and Derrick
Gardner, and led by the inimitable Anna-Lisa
Kirby, this concert will have you humming
along to your Carole King favourites.
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin: Jewish Literacy,
Humour and Thought: Wednesday
November 29, 7:30

Joseph Telushkin, named by Talk Magazine
as one of the 50 best speakers in the United
States, is the author of the most widely sell-
ing books on Judaism of the past two
decades. His more than 15 books have
shaped what Jewish thought is today.

Presented in cooperation with the Jewish
Book Council.
Naomi Ragen: Thursday, November 20, 7:30
p.m.

Naomi Ragen has published nine interna-
tionally best-selling novels and is the author
of a hit play, Women’s Minyan. An Orthodox
woman, feminist and iconoclast, Naomi is a
tireless advocate for women’s rights in Israel. 
Yemen Blues: Saturday, November 22, 8:00
p.m.

Performing world-wide, the magnetic
Yemeni-born Israeli singer Ravid Kahalani
and his masterful musicians, including Israeli
percussionist Itamar Doari, Israeli-
Uruguayan percussionist Rony Iwryn, New
York bassist and oud player Shanir
Blumenkranz and New York trumpeter
Itamar Borochov, are one of the most grip-
ping and fun live bands in contemporary
music today. 
Jewish Images: A Photography Exhibit; fea-
turing the work of Manuel Sousa, Keith
Levit, and Samantha Katz: Saturday,
November 15-Sunday, November 23.

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
The Israeli Consulate General, The Jewish

Foundation of Manitoba, The Winnipeg Free
Press, The Rabbi Rappaport Education and
Lecture Series Trust, Marjorie and Morley

Blankstein, The Jewish Post & News, 
The Viscount Gort Hotel. 

TICKETS/INFO
Rady JCC Ph: 204-477-7510

www.radyjcc.com

PROGRAM & CONCERT VENUE
Rady Jewish Community Centre

At the Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street

The Rady JCC presents:
The Fifth Annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture and Book Fair

November 15-23, 2014

Michael Greilsammer
French and Hebrew mixed with Irish reggae and rock!

Anna-Lisa Kirby
Presents

The Carole King Songbook
Led by the inimitable Anna-Lisa Kirby and 

joined by an all-Winnipeg band.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin:
Jewish Literacy, Humour 

and Thought
Author of the most widely selling books on 

Judaism of the past two decades.

Naomi Ragen
Novelist, playwright and journalist, Naomi Ragen has 

published nine internationally best-selling novels.

Yemen Blues 
West African rhythms and ancient Jewish Yemeni 

melodies, mambo and funk.

Wunderkinder
and

Broadway Musicals:
A Jewish Legacy

Award-Winning Films.

Songs of Our People: CD Launch 
Featuring six Cantors from the community.

Jewish Images: A Photography Exhibit 
Featuring the works of Manuel Sousa,

Keith Levit and Samanta Katz.

The Jewish Book Fair
Gifts, books, music and more!

Tickets/Info: 204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com
Rady JCC I Berney Theatre I Asper Jewish Community Campus I 123 Doncaster Street

Yemen Blues

Naomi Ragen

Michael 
Greilsammer

Anna-Lisa Kirby

Rabbi Joseph
Telushkin

5th

Annual

Marjorie and Morley
Blankstein

Rabbi Rappaport
EDUCATION AND LECTURE SERIES TRUST

Official supplier

Sold
Out!
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The People of the Book 
Rady JCC and Jewish Post & News Book Club 
The Attack - Facilitated by Deborah Schnitzer

Everyone is invited to join us on Tuesday, November 25 at 7:30
pm for the next installment of The People of the Book club featur-
ing the acclaimed book The Attack by best-selling author Yasmina
Khadra. 

From the bestselling author of The Swallows of Kabul comes this
timely and haunting novel that powerfully illuminates the devas-
tating human costs of terrorism. Dr. Amin Jaafari is an Arab-Israeli
surgeon at a hospital in Tel Aviv. As an admired and respected
member of his community, he has carved a space for himself and
his wife, Sihem, at the crossroads of two troubled societies.
Jaafari’s world is abruptly shattered when Sihem is killed in a sui-
cide bombing. As evidence mounts that Sihem could have been
responsible for the catastrophic bombing, Jaafari begins a tortured
search for answers. Faced with the ultimate betrayal, he must find
a way to reconcile his cherished memories of his wife with the
growing realization that she may have had another life, one that
was entirely removed from the comfortable, modern existence
that they shared.

Facilitator Deborah Schnitzer is a retired Professor of English
and National 3M Teaching Fellow, she is Co-Coordinator for the
Institute for Literacy and Transformative Learning at The Global
College. Deborah holds a Ph.D., from the University of Manitoba,
focusing on The Use and Abuse of Pictorial Terminology in
Discussions of Modernist Fiction. She is the author of several
books including; an unexpected break in the weather. Winnipeg:
Turnstone Press, 2009; Winner of the 2010 Margaret Laurence
Award for Fiction. loving gertrudestein loving Gertrude.
Winnipeg: Turnstone Press, 2004; as well as numerous articles,
and short stories. 

The program will take place in the Kroft Boardroom at the Rady
JCC. Everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provid-
ed. Registration is welcome but not required. For more informa-
tion please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533 or
rbrask@radyjcc.com 

Make sure to hold he date for the next People of the Book pro-
gram will take place on Tuesday, January 20 featuring The Afterlife
of Stars by Joseph Kertes and facilitated by Charlene Diehl,
Director of Thin Air, Winnipeg International Writers Festival.  

Books

The Attack will leave you shaken
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

As one of the founders of “The
People of the Book” club at the
Rady JCC, I feel it is my duty to
read every book that Rebecca
Brask, Cultural Affairs Co-ordina-
tor for the Rady JCC, chooses for
the club. (By the way, Rebecca is
quite open to suggestions for
titles for the club, so if you have
a particular book in mind that
you think would make an excel-
lent subject for the club to dis-
cuss, please let Rebecca know.)

When it came to reading The
Attack, however, I was somewhat
perplexed as to why Rebecca
would want us to be discussing
this particular book. I had actual-
ly seen the movie of the same
name last year when it had a
brief run at the Empire Theatre.
At the time I wrote that, after watching the film, I was left with the
undeniable impression that, to paraphrase Sally Field, “The Arabs hate
us – they really hate us.” Now, this is not to say that “The Attack” was-
n’t an excellent movie. It was extremely well done – and can be
ordered on line from Amazon, if you’d like to see it. But, I was left
considerably shaken after watching it. You see – it’s an unremittingly
anti-Israel film that does a very good job of evincing sympathy for, of
all things, Palestinian suicide bombers.

So it was that I began to read the book, The Attack, with a measure
of trepidation. I may be somewhat critical of Israeli government poli-
cies myself, especially when it comes to treatment of the Palestinians,
but I was, frankly, quite horrified at the quite sympathetic manner in
which Palestinians were treated in the movie. As I noted in my review
(which can still be read on our website), I failed to observe one
Palestinian in the movie who was willing to say anything critical about
suicide bombings.

In fact, I deliberately withheld trying to find out anything about the
author of The Attack until after I finished reading the book. I didn’t
want to prejudice myself by thinking that the author had a particular
agenda to satisfy. There are many Israelis who might be fully capable
of writing in the voice of a Palestinian, so I’m not going to say any-
thing more about the author here.

To give a brief idea of what The Attack is about: The central charac-
ter, Dr. Aamin Jaafari is a Palestinian-Israeli surgeon who has achieved
great success working within a decidedly Jewish milieu in Tel Aviv. He
is married to a beautiful and equally cosmopolitan wife, Sihem, with
whom he seems to be leading an idyllic existence. Suddenly that all
comes apart in a brief instant when there is a blast nearby the hospi-
tal where Dr. Jaafari works. To his utter horror – and initially his dis-
belief, he learns that what has happened is that his wife has blown
herself up in a suicide bombing in a Tel Aviv restaurant, killing herself
and 17 others – mostly young schoolchildren.

From the context of the book, although no dates are given, it is
apparent that the setting is sometime around the time of the second
Intifadeh, which began in 2000. A certain portion of the book takes
place in Jenin, which is under severe Israeli military restriction, so that
must be around 2002. (The book itself was published in 2006.)

As his life begins to fall apart, Jaafari finds himself questioning his
basic beliefs. He soon embarks upon a quest to try and find out what
may have led his wife to commit the ultimate act of violence – and,
somehow to keep her true self so hidden from him. His quest takes
him to Bethlehem, where he begins to uncover certain facts that shed
some light on what happened. Ultimately his quest though becomes
one of self-discovery, as Jaafari distances himself from his life as part
Israeli – part Palestinian, and emerges completely as a Palestinian.

Although the second Intifadeh is now behind us, it seems that, as we
have seen in recent days, with a series of individual attacks by
Palestinians in Jerusalem and the constant threat of more violence, we
are never too far from seeing another large outbreak of Palestinian
rioting. 

If this book does anything, however, it helps non-Palestinians to
understand the Palestinian psyche - not necessarily to sympathize
with that psyche, but at least to understand where it comes from.

Toward the end of the book, Jaafari has an encounter with a hermit-
like Israeli, who says to him: “Every Jew in Palestine is a  bit of an
Arab, and no Arab in Israeli can deny that he’s a little Jewish.”

Interesting food for thought – remember, anyone is welcome to
attend our book club, whether or not you’ve read the book that is sub-
ject for the discussion that evening. I’m sure that many people would
have opinions about the just-mentioned observation. 



Repairing Rainbows
Author: Lynda Fishman
First self-published in 2010 by Lynda Fishman,
republished twice since
302 pages
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

If truth be told, when I began to read Repairing
Rainbows I was expecting a book of quite a differ-
ent sort than what I eventually found. You see, I
had already spoken with the author, Lynda
Fishman, and had, in fact, already written two arti-
cles about her – one prior to her appearance here
in Winnipeg on October 24, and one following
her appearance.

My impression of Lynda was that she was a gift-
ed motivational speaker, but that her book was
probably going to offer a series of “steps” for peo-
ple who had suffered a severe loss – of a family
member, a friend, a pet, or something else that
was very important, such as a job or even a house.

After all, in our October 29 issue I took pains to
make sure that I properly related Lynda’s eight
steps for dealing with loss, so I was expecting to
find those same eight steps properly described in
her book.

Perhaps it was because the book was published in 2010 – to tremen-
dous reviews, I might add, and that since then Lynda has become a
highly sought-after motivational speaker, that she has honed her typi-
cal message to include those eight steps, but I didn’t find them in the
book. Instead what I found was an absolutely heart-wrenching
account of Lynda’s life, but one that is so full of hope that it cannot fail
but to affect the reader.

It turns out that Lynda is a master storyteller – which came as no sur-
prise to me after hearing her speak at the Shaarey Zedek – to a very
large audience, by the way. As she describes a multitude of quite dif-
ferent characters in her book – and herself, it is easy for almost any-
one reading Repairing Rainbows to identify closely with at least one
of those characters.

If you’re not familiar with Lynda’s story by now, here it is again, in
brief summary: When she was 13 years old in 1970, Lynda awoke one
day to discover that her mother and two younger sisters had died in an
Air Canada plane crash outside of Toronto. Lynda was left only with
her father – someone with whom she had been quite close prior to the
accident, but who transformed completely from a warm, loving man
into a shell of his former self.

As she proceeds to describe all that happened to her, there is no self-
pitying to her tone. Lynda was able to piece her own life back togeth-
er, although she reveals to the reader completely the agony with
which she was dealing during her adolescent years – and with which
she is still dealing to some extent, she admits. I didn’t say this to Lynda
when I spoke with her over the phone – and communicated with her
via e-mail several times since, but her story reminded me very much
of the stories of Holocaust survivors that I’ve read or heard of. It’s not
so much what happened to Lynda that I found so familiar – it’s what
happened to her father that was so eerily similar to those stories of
Holocaust survivors who found themselves burying their emotions fol-
lowing the trauma of the Holocaust.

Where Lynda had an advantage though, is in the warmth she found
in her vast extended family, particularly her grandparents on her moth-
er’s side. When her father eventually remarried, to an absolute shrew

– and friends or merely casual acquaintances, is
an indication not only of how much she loved –
and still loves so many different people, but as I’m
sure you’ll agree after reading this book: how
loved she herself is. 

Her story will grip you but I’m not going to go
into any more detail as to what happens to her as
she grows up (although Lynda admits that the
tragedy that befell her forced her to grow up
overnight, as it were, and she so deeply regrets
having missed out on what would have been a
more normal adolescence), but I will tell you this:
The final part of the book will leave you shaking.
Don’t skip to it without reading everything else
beforehand, but even a “hard ass” like me (which
is how I described myself to Lynda in an e-mail to
her), found myself questioning some of my most
hardened beliefs after finishing her book.

When I did talk with Lynda the very first time,
which was about a month before I actually read
the book, I asked her how she came down on the
“nature versus nurture” debate. I knew enough
about her life story after having read quite a bit
about her online to know that she had pieced
together a very successful life despite the tragedy

of losing her mother and two sisters in that plane crash. Did her
strength come from something innate or was it developed at a very
young age – partly by being the oldest of three girls and partly by hav-
ing a very strong mother as a terrific role model? Lynda herself didn’t
know how to answer that question, she told me. 

But after reading her book I’d like to say to Lynda that I think that I
understand her father much better than perhaps she herself did – or
even still does. His retreat into silence and his shocking remarriage to
a woman who was the total opposite of her mother in almost every
way imaginable I perceive as his way of coping with the loss of his
wife and two precious daughters. The fact that his new wife was super-
ficial and ostentatious, not to mention domineering and, as Lynda
repeatedly notes, horribly “passive aggressive”, seems to have been
the right fit for her father, awful as that experience was for Lynda.

I’d be curious to hear from other readers of Repairing Rainbows
whether they agree with me on this point. One thing for sure though:
There is something for almost anyone in this book to which you can
relate – whether that’s dealing with loss, the value of support net-
works, the cruelty of adolescence, falling in love, academic chal-
lenges, building a family or a business, and most important of all, how
to maintain successful relationships with just about anyone (except a
wicked stepmother!).

. I’m sure that, after reading her book, you’ll agree with me that it
would be wonderful to have the opportunity to discuss her book with
others, whether it’s within a book club or perhaps, if we’re lucky
enough - if we can arrange to bring Lynda back to Winnipeg again.

Repairing Rainbows is available at McNally Robinson Bookstore. 

Following is a an excerpt from the book:
I stood barefoot on the beige carpet, barely awake, frozen in one

spot, my skin clammy and sweaty, my breathing shallow and fast. They
were screaming and crying. Raw, animal sounds came from my grand-
parents bodies. They staggered, unsteady, pacing back and forth
across the living room. Muttering. Withering to the ground. Tears mud-
died their faces. Everyone was going crazy. I crept over to my grand-

mother and crouched by her, wrapping my arms around her
shaking frame. She leaned almost all of her weight into me. I
thought she was going to knock me over. I stayed strong and
held onto her but it didn’t seem to comfort her at all. My arms
dropped and I stood, backing away, gazing around the living
room.

It was madness.
My aunt had her back to me. She was on the phone, whis-

pering. Her hand shook and the tremors seemed to move
through her body and down her spine in jerky movements. My
uncle stood next to her, rubbing her back over and over again,
her nightgown swirling under his hand. She hung up the phone
and turned, her body swaying slightly as she leaned into my
uncle.

“We have to pack our suitcases.”
I was completely paralysed.
A plane crash. Impossible. That happened to little planes in far

away countries. Not in Canada. And not with my family on
board.

14 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Books

Canada’s Leading Supplier of Branded Products

•        Client and Employee Gifts   
•        Tradeshow and Convention Giveaways
•        Tournament Gifts
•        Corporate Apparel
•        Company E-Stores

Fascinating tale of resillience will resonate deeply with readers
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The Rady JCC Presents Amazing Chanukah Family Day – 
Sunday, December 7

Chanukah Fever with the Mama Doni Band & 
Going Green for Chanukah Celebration!

We kick off this festive day at 11:00 a.m.in the Berney Theatre with a
high-energy, interactive family rock concert featuring the Mama Doni
Band from New York! Known to the P.J. Library families, Doni Zasloff
Thomas (aka Mama Doni) is a mom, music teacher, songwriter, and lead
singer in The Mama Doni Band.  She and her band have been honoured
with a 2014 Parents Choice® Award for their DVD, Mama Doni’s Jewish
Holiday Party; a 2013 Parents Choice® Award for their CD, Emunah,
along with many other awards and recognitions. Mama Doni celebrates
Jewish culture with irrepressible zest in her high-energy, interactive fam-
ily rock concerts; that are filled with a contagious and unexpected blend
of reggae, rock, disco, Latin and Klezmer, all woven together with soul-
ful energy and playful Jewish sensibility.  
Tickets for the Mama Doni Band concert are $8 for members and $10
for non-members and are on sale at  www.radyjcc.com or available at
the membership desk in person or by calling 204-477-7510. 

The Chanukah Celebration continues at 12:00p.m.in the Rady JCC
gym with Going Green for Chanukah Family Celebration. 
Activities will include:

• Delicious latkes for sale 
• A Mama Doni Workshop
• Make your own edible dreidels
• Going green, re-use and recycle crafts 
• Cookie decorating
• Maccabi Boot Camp
• Toy Drive: please bring a new or gently used toy for tzedaka

(charity). 

Everyone is welcome to this amazing family Chanukah celebration!!
Please contact the Rady JCC for tickets, FREE for members, $5 for non-
members.
Tickets on sale at www.radyjcc.com or 204-477-7510

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre presents.....
“A Jew Grows in Brooklyn” -

Dec. 13 & 14 - BERNEY THEATRE
The New York Times raves “A

Jew Grows in Brooklyn” is
“funny, touching and beautiful...
you don’t have to be Jewish or
Brooklynish…Jake Ehrenreich is
Dazzling!”

A smash hit in the heart of
Broadway, where it played for
more than a year and a half, “A
Jew Grows in Brooklyn” is an
“engaging, poignant and hilari-
ous” (Palm Beach Post) comedy
musical about the search for
identity and meaning. The highly
acclaimed show chronicles the
life of Jake Ehrenreich, a unique-
ly talented American-born child
of Holocaust survivors.

Through stories, comedy,
music, and multi-media video
and photos – including a classic
Rock Medley (California Dreamin’, Secret Agent Man, Sunshine of
Your Love), and even a selection of Yiddish songs, Jake mesmeriz-
ingly recreates his unforgettable journey of discovery and lessons
learned.

Jake’s story is personal and universal at the same time, and has
now spawned a book by the author of Chicken Soup for the Soul.
Kayla Gordon, interim WJT Artistic Director, loves the show and
she hopes you’ll join as we celebrate the 28th year of keeping
Jewish Theatre alive. “It’s a lot of fun and very hamish. Jake’s show
is a sell-out hit wherever he performs,” says Gordon. 

Gala performance, Dec. 13, 2014, 8:00
$100.00 (includes GST, a Gala Wine reception and partial tax

receipt)
Dec. 14, 2:00 and 7:00
Tickets $40.00 (plus fees and taxes)

123 Doncaster Street | (204) 477-7510 | www.radyjcc.com

Mama Doni Band

High-energy, interactive family rock concert 

Sunday, December 7, 1
1:00 AM, Berney Theatre

Chanukah Fever with the

Mama Doni Band

Celebration!

Chanukah Family

Latkes for sale, Mama Doni Workshop,

make your own Dreidel and more!

Green
Going

for

Celebration!

Chanukah Family

12:00 PM – 2:00 PM at the Rady JCC, Gym

Mama Doni Tickets 
$8 Member (per person)
$10 Non-member (per person)

Chanukah Family Celebration Tickets 
Free for members 

$5 Non-member family

Tickets on sale at www.radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7510 | 123 Doncaster Street

Bring a new or
gently used toy

for tzedaka
(charity)
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The McAdam era - a time when everyone on the street was Jewish!
Once upon a time when life was simpler

and gentler, there was a street in the north end
of Winnipeg which was like all other streets in
the city except in one significant way.
Everyone, but for one family, living on
McAdam east of Main Street was Jewish. One
might speculate how this might happened
and no doubt there are various reasons that
might be given, but the reality was that in a

period between 1950 to 1970 ( give or take a few years), there was no
trouble rounding up a minyan on McAdam.

Who were these people, what did they do for a living, were they
friendly with one another, what became of the kids who grew up then
and what memories of that time do they have? Tough questions with
uncertain answers in part. 

What we can say for sure about this group is that they got along well
with one another. There was a feeling of community and they had a
spirit of forgiveness for the transgressions of someone else’s kid tres-
passing on their property or making noises at late hours or for that
matter in the early morning hours on a Sunday reserved for sleep. ( just
how much this quality of forgiveness has been carried out to the next
generation will be evident if there are not too many complaints about
how this article left out a name or had the wrong address or mixed up
crucial facts).

The names are not as difficult to list without going to a Henderson’s
Directory as you might think. All that was needed was the help of
Paul Nusgart, Brenda Odwak, Jack Rusen, Cheryl Singer, Linda
Waldman, Adeena Lungen and Sharon Wolchock, all graduates of
McAdam Avenue. Just to hear the names once again brings back a
storehouse of memories. Here is a list of the addresses and the fami-
lies who inhabited them.
North side of McAdam at Main Street:

195 Ben and Clara Lungen, children Paul and Adeena who owned
and operated Lungen’s Meat Market, a butcher shop right at the same
address

191 a duplex - main floor Minnie Waldhorn and brother Max
Waldhorn. They also had their sister Fanny Mandell living next door at
187. On the second floor was the well known lawyer ID Rusen 

187 Manasha and Fanny Mandell, Merle and Ruthy
185 Bill and Minnie Mindell, Earl and Brenda (how odd that a

Mandell and a Mindell would live next door to one another) 
181 Max and Idy Nusgart, Paul and Ruth Carol, later succeeded by

the Greenberg family, as in Lawrence and Lois with sons Jeff and Alan
177 Phil and Adele Sheps, David and Arthur, followed by Charlie

and Molly Rusen, Jack and David ( the first family connection as
Charlie and ID were brothers)

175 Max and Annette Caplan, a sister to Nathan Stall also on the
block across the street, Barry, Sandra, and Gail,

171 Bob, Molly and Hilda Schulz - the owners of the Deluxe Theatre
Coffee Shop in the Deluxe Theatre and the only non-Jews on the street

169 Bernard and Ruth Mondell, Sharon, Penny and Errol (McAdam
Avenue, like no other, offered the triple M hockey line, as in Mandell,
Mindell and Mondell - a hockey announcer’s worst nightmare)

165 Kaplan - daughters Annette and Bert and Sonny and Dave suc-
ceeded by the Frank family, Carol and Minnie and Ernest Green and
their five children Coleman, Cheryl, Chuck, David and Ricky

163 A Mrs. Rose Billinkoff, as she was known to the kids of that time,
grandmother to David Billinkoff and with her, a daughter, Ada

161 Jimmy and Rae Gobuty, daughter Elaine and son Michael, fol-
lowed by Ike and Fanny Glesby and four daughters: Carol, Marilyn,
Donna and Barbara and even later, the Gillman family

155 The Levin Family who moved later to 146 McAdam and, after
the Levins, Lionel and
Minnie Katz, Jerrold
and Bernard 

151 The Stern family
(Ruth and Bill) and
children Maxine,
Neal, Gary and
Shayla, who later
moved across the
street. (There seemed
to a definite inclina-
tion to remain on
McAdam since a
number of residents
moved from one side
to the other.)

147 Max and Molly
Byers, Bloomie and
later Benny and Fanny

Pressman, Irwin and Eddie
145 Dave and Bert Shuckett, Linda and Richard
141 Evelyn Blankstein and her mother Mrs. Lena Blankstein

South Side:
194 Another duplex with the Collerman family as in parents Mendel

and Rachel and son Howard in one part and in the other, Myer and
Rose Nackimson, Eddie and Janice, followed by Sid Green 

190 The Adelmans as in Jack, Joe and Sybil later followed by the
Portigals: Evelyn, Sheila and Chassie. Also at this home were Annette
and Danny Butler with their kids Mark and Nadine

186 Albert and Sylvia Israels, Martin and Richard
184 Duplex: Bill Malchy family to include daughters Naneve and

Melissa and Mr. Jacob Shuckett Sr. followed by Cantor Orland Verall 
180 Dave and Sara Hyman, Jackie and Gary
176 Art and Gloria Sodomsky, Ken and Martin
174 Bill and Sukie Pitch, Harvin and Marsha and later the Stewart

family and then Manya Margulius, Marty and sister, Caroline and the
Frank family

170 Joe and Mickey Margulius, Ilene, Teddy and Allan (yet another
family connection- see next door)

168 Zeke and Bert Greenberg, Reta and Arnold
166 Jack and Molly Secter, Lloyd, Norman and Lily Ann
162 Sid and Frances Katz, Paul and Hart, later followed by Dave and

Dorothy Yates, Terri
160 Nathan and Gertie Stall, Shelley, Morton, Phyllis and Richard
158 Jack and Geila Sheps, Cheryl, Sam, Maureen and Michael
156 Lewis and Lucy Cohen, Ernie and Larry
152 Leon and Clara Cham, Noreen, Belva and Ricki followed by the

Ruth and Bill Stern Family
148 Sam and Claire Posner, Ken and Ricki succeeded by Dr. and

Mrs. Cham and children Bonnie, David and Susan (a second “Cham
for McAdam” - perhaps it was the rhyme on the name that attracted
them there)

146 Harry and Myrna Levin, Michael, Julie, Esther Ruth, Jonathan
and Daniel

Back in the 1950s, on a given summer night, you could hear the
voice of Molly Secter bellowing out “ Norman, where are you” all the
way from the Levins at the eastern end to Main Street at the western
end. Or perhaps you might see Charlie Rusen in front of his home
practising his golf stroke. 

This we know for sure. That time and period has ended and with its
demise we lost real neighbourliness and the certainty of being able to
look to someone on the street to help out no matter the problem.
McAdam had all of those qualities and more. Just ask any of the
descendants.

Editor’s note: There was a reunion of McAdam Avenue residents in
June, 1994. Gene Telpner wrote about that reunion in our July 27,
1994 issue. You can find that story on our archive, which is available
on our website. Simply enter the name “Earl Mindell” and you’ll find
the story.
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(Ed. note: Gerry sent this picture to us, but there are far more peo-
ple in this picture - which is from a 1994 McAdam Ave. reunion, than
names, which were supplied by Linda Waldman So, let’s turn this into
a challenge for readers: Can you identify everyone in this picture -
in order? To help you, we’ll give Gerry’s description but, as I wrote
to him - it makes no sense!)
Front row (l-r): Linda (Shuckett) Waldman, Gail (Caplan) Bender,
Brenda Mindell Odwak, Martin Sodomsky, Belva (Cham) Wilder,
Carol (Frank) Woodward, Sharon (Mondell) Wolchock, Kenny
Sodomsky, behind Brenda her brother Earl Mindell, Barry Caplan,
Terry (Yates) Erlichman, Penny (Mondell) Ganetsky. 

By

GERRY POSNER

Includes savings at

www.showandsave.ca
(204) 477-4216

Buy yours today!



Fulfilling the Canadian dream
When my lifelong

friend Dr. George Yee
and I met, at St. Johns
Tech, we had virtually
nothing in common. I
was a purebred; he
was a mongrel
(Chinese father,
Ukrainian mother). I’d

had a Bar Mitzvah, he took communion. We
both grew up in the North End but in different
worlds. My family had a comfortable two storey
house on Scotia St., across the road from the Red
River; George lived in a ground floor apartment
on Henry Ave., across the street from the New
Moon Cafe (run by his mother) and a “Chinese
laundry” (run by his father.) I didn’t have to worry
about the necessities of life. George pinched
every penny. I was in Room 16 (the wild room).
He was in Room 5 (the smart room). I weighed
175 pounds and had a five o’clock shadow;
George was a baby-faced “toothpick.” I made the
football team (3rd string guard). George was cut. 

The following year (Grade 11) we were both in
Room 5. George was a few inches taller and had
filled out a bit. He made the football team. I
made 2nd string. George would go on to play
junior football for the 1956 Canadian champion
Winnipeg Rods and be inducted into the
Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame. My football career
did not survive high school. After sitting on the
bench for the first game of my second season, I
quit the team. I’d been blessed with natural abil-
ity but didn’t have my teammate’s heart. What
George lacked in size, strength and speed he
made up for in discipline and desire. Off the field,
he was quiet, reserved, gentlemanly; on the field
he was a killer. George Yee did not like to lose. 

A few years later, when we were at the U of M,
four of us were playing “penny-down-the-line”
hearts at George’s place. After the first game we
added up the points. George had lost six cents.
He tossed the coins on the table. “That’s if for
me,” he said. We tried, in vain, to keep him from
breaking up the game. It wasn’t the money, he
explained. It was the cards. “It’s not my day.” 

Flash forward. A few of the old gang have come
down to Windsor, Ontario, to help celebrate
George’s 75th birthday. He’s booked us into
Caesar’s Palace, at his expense. While walking in
the casino I ask if he ever plays. Yes, he and Faye
both do. (You can take the boy and girl out of
Chinatown...) They don’t care if they win, it’s just
a way to relax. The cost of this recreational activ-
ity? “About thirty thousand dollars a year,”
George informs me, blandly. He’s longer pinch-
ing pennies. 

But even at “Tech”, George had one thing none
of his Jewish friends had. He would park the
“State Cleaners” truck in front of the school and
we would all pile in after class. One weekend we
chipped in for gas and George drove to Winnipeg
Beach. He couldn’t use the Betty Davis line
“Fasten your seat belts, it’s going to be a bumpy
ride” because there were no seat belts to fasten.
And only one seat. The guy who sat in front,
beside the driver, used an apple box.

Needless to say the laundry truck wasn’t exact-
ly a “chick magnet.” And the driver wasn’t exact-
ly a lady’s man. In Grade 11 he made a modest
play for a pretty Ukrainian girl in Grade 10, but
her parents did not favor the “shidach.” George,
who identified with his mother’s side of the fam-
ily, felt Ukrainian but looked Chinese. There was
another Chinese hybrid at Tech, the most beauti-
ful creature I had ever seen. Faye Lee seemed so
wild and free, in her short tunic, laughing with
her friends, as they ran across the street to
Kronson’s Drug Store, at lunch time, that I was
shocked to discover, years later, that her child-

hood was even rougher than George’s. She was a
grade ahead of us and went with George’s older
brother Bill (whom George called “William”).

Flash forward. George is in 4th year medicine,
I’ve just graduated from law. He telephones to
invite Brenda and me to his wedding. I’m
stunned. We didn’t even know he was seeing
anyone. Who is he marrying? 

“Faye.”
If you’ve never been to a Catholic wedding you

haven’t missed anything. The ceremony, held in a
cavernous cathedral on Stafford and Corydon,
was in Latin, and the priest was the star of the
show. The bride and groom were an afterthought.
They had rented a one-bedroom apartment on
Sherbrooke, within walking distance of the
General Hospital, where George was interning.
One New Years Eve they came to our house.
“We thought you were rich,” Faye would laugh-
ingly confide, 50 years later, in the living room of
her luxurious lakefront house, in Windsor,
Ontario. She had been impressed by the River
Heights bungalow Brenda and I had purchased
after our son Josh was born, for $14,000 (with a
$12,000 mortgage) which we were still living in. 

After qualifying as a pathologist, George set up
practice in Windsor, Ontario, across the river
from Detroit, where he’d done his training, sold
his blood, and moonlighted as an emergency
physician (for 75 cents an hour) to support his
young family. I suspect the “quota system” had
something to do with George not moving to
sunny California, like his Jewish doctor friends
(“Lala” Kussin, Morley Singer, Norm Rosen...)
but, as usual, he made the best of a less than
ideal situation. The pathology lab he set up with
his classmate Vic Baryluk became the biggest
and busiest in town. 

Flash forward fifty years. George is back at the
U of M medical school, wearing a scarlet gown
and black velvet hat, accepting an honorary doc-
torate in recognition, among other things, of a
two and half million dollar gift to the medical
school. With typical modesty George refers to
himself as a person of “limited ability” who could
not have afforded medical school if he hadn’t
received financial assistance. (He does not point
out that his father died, while he was writing his
first year exams, as a result of which he had to
repeat the year.)

After George received his honorary degree, we
went to a Chinese restaurant for an intimate din-
ner with the premier of the province and some
Chinese businessmen who had talked their “cash
cow” into financing a reclamation project in
Chinatown. Before they left town, Faye gave
Brenda a small gift: A Coach bag. (Note to male

readers: ask your significant other what they sell
for.)

In 2008 George contracted leukemia. He
broke the news at our cottage in Winnipeg
Beach. George flew back to his hometown, at
least twice a year. Even after he moved his moth-
er to Windsor, he continued to regularly visit old
friends in Winnipeg and family in northern
Manitoba. He was usually accompanied  by his
brother Bill, a graduate engineer, who had
moved to Windsor to help George run the lab.
Faye had no family to visit. She confined her trav-
els to their ski lodge in Colorado, to New York
(with Dr. Norm and Eleanor Rosen) to catch a
Broadway show, or to Paris, to shop. 

George told me his cancer was incurable but
controllable with chemotherapy. It slowed him
down but didn’t stop him. He continued to go to
the lab, half days, and travel to Winnipeg, Los
Angeles and San Francisco, to visit old buddies.
He took his family to China. George and Faye
have four married children, three girls and one
boy. Two of them followed in his professional
footsteps. He also has a granddaughter who is a
doctor. 

George has just gone through another bout of
chemotherapy, at the Windsor Regional
Hospital’s Dr. George and Faye Yee Systemic
Therapy Suite. It was funded by a “very gener-
ous” gift from Dr. (Guess) Who. He preferred not
to disclose the amount. It’s not about the money.
It’s about the card you were dealt. And how you
played them. The skinny mixed-race kid of “lim-
ited ability,” who grew up in the heart of Point
Douglas, is not only my friend, he’s my idol. I
want to be George Yee, when I grow up.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

BILL MARANTZ

The author (left) with Dr. George Yee upon
Yee’s receiving an honourary doctorate at
the University of Manitoba in 2012
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Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
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also posted to our website at
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There is no extra charge for this service.
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RUBY MINUK
It is with great sadness

we announce the passing
of Ruby Minuk on Sun-
day, October 12, 2014 at
the Victoria General Hos-
pital in Winnipeg at the
age of 83. Predeceased
by her husband Sam, par-
ents Harry and Mary
Leibl, brothers Jos
(Jenny), Izzy (Eva) and
Max (Lily), and her sister
Anita Adler (Alex

Sheldon). Brothers-in-law, Hy Sirkis, Julius Minuk,
Lawrence Racklin, Bill Minuk, Keppy Steiman, and
sisters-in-law, Lola Minuk, Marion Minuk, Ruth
Racklin. Survived by her children Darrell (Jill), Farley
(Alanna), and Rob. Baba to Amanda, Alex, Megan, Eli,
and Samantha. Sister to Phil (Gloria), sister-in-law to
Doris Steiman, Bert Minuk, Zena Minuk, Esther Minuk
and Joe Adler.

Ruby was born in Shaunavon, Saskatchewan on
April 27, 1931. After she finished her schooling, she
worked at Donaldson’s Shoe Store as a sales clerk for
eight years until she started her family. Ruby was
active in the Jewish community, president of ORT,
Pioneer Women and the Hebrew Fraternal Lodge where
she won multiple bowling trophies. She was a mahjong
maven, a passionate reader of romance novels, a dedi-
cated Young and The Restless fan, a lover of her casino
bus trips to the U.S. and an avid knitter. She enjoyed her
Saturday night group as well as her card groups and
formed many lifelong friendships. She was an excel-
lent cook and baker and was known for many of her
dishes. Her family was her pride and joy. Ruby was
married to Sam for 61 years and their affection for each
other was as strong as the first day they met. One of
their pleasures was the cottage in Loni Beach, which
they owned since 1962. That cottage became the sum-
mer focal point for the entire family and was known as
‘Baba’s Beach’. Her favourite times were when her
family was all together. She treated everyone with love
and compassion. She will truly be missed.

The Minuk family would like to express a heartfelt
thanks to the staff at Weinberg 3 at the Simkin Centre,
the nurses and doctors at the Victoria General Hospital
Emergency and ICU, and companion Pacita for all
their kindness and care.

Graveside service was held at the Bnay Abraham
Cemetery on Tuesday, October 14, 2014 with Rabbi
Lander officiating.

Pallbearers were: Rube Helman, Sid Hochman,
Gerald Hochman, Jon Hochman, Alex Minuk and Eli
Minuk.

 In Ruby’s memory, donations can be made to a
charity of your choice.

EVA KARLINSKY
Beloved Eva (Evalle)

Karlinsky (nee Kirson),
wife, sister, mother,
grandmother, aunt and
friend, passed away Oc-
tober 21, 2014, at age 95.
Eva was predeceased by
parents Julius and Sarah
Kirson, husband Harry
(Hy), son Allan and

grandson Matthew. Eva will be sorely missed by daugh-
ter Norma, her partner Herman, son Sidney and his
wife Linda and granddaughter Jennifer, her brother
Sidney Kirson, her sister and brother-in-law and many
nieces and nephews.

Eva was a loving, positive and pragmatic woman, a
prodigious knitter, a good listener and a friend to all.
Interment took place at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery on
Thursday, October 23, 2014.

RITA LEPKIN (née Freedman)
Rita passed away

peacefully on Friday,
October 24, 2014 at the
age of 89 years. She is
survived by her son Gary
and  sister Faye (Rasch),
as well as many nieces
and nephews.

Rita was predeceased
by her husband Paul (Pip),
sister Eva Hirsch and
brother David Freedman.

SAUL MORANTZ
Saul Morantz, born

May 12, 1927, deceased
November 1, 2014, is
honored in loving
memory of his vibrant
life, business accomplish-
ments, and enduring com-
mitment to his wife Ann,
his family, and his com-
munity. Born and raised
in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
Saul attended St. John’s

High School, and the University of Manitoba before
joining his father to run Globe General Agencies.
Although Saul’s father founded Globe with an empha-
sis on insurance, accounting and financial services,
Saul took the enterprise in new directions, developing
Globe into one of the premier real estate acquisition
and commercial management companies in Western
Canada.  As its leader for more than four decades, Saul
Morantz built the success of Globe General Agencies
and established a reputation for integrity, quality and
excellence that has endured since his retirement.

Saul was a caring member and generous supporter of
every community in which he lived.  His philanthropic
interests reflected his keen intellect, deep understand-
ing of the value of supporting visionary research, and
his commitment to improving the quality of life for
others.

Above all else, Saul embraced life, reveling in mod-
ern politics and culture, enjoying the company of
friends, literature and traveling the world with his wife
Ann, to whom he was devoted for over twenty years.
Saul was a member of ACBL and loved to play bridge.
He also played poker weekly with the same, close-knit
group of friends for many years.  Though Saul fought
illness for some time, he faced this challenge with
courage, dignity, an incisive intellect, humor, and a joy
for life.  Saul is survived by his loving wife, Ann.  Saul
is also survived by four children, Richard, Marty,
Steven and Susie, and seven grandchildren.

Saul Morantz was laid to rest on Tuesday, November
4, 2014 at Mount Sinai Memorial Park in Hollywood
Hills, Los Angeles, California.  In lieu of flowers,
please direct donations to the Saul and Clarabel Simkin
Centre in Winnipeg, Canada.

KARL HAROLD REITER
Karl H Reiter passed

away peacefully on Oc-
tober 18 surrounded by
family who adored him.

Karl was born in Win-
nipeg Canada on Novem-
ber 1, 1933 to Herb and
Anne Reiter of blessed
memory. Herb fought in
WWII while Anne strug-
gled to raise Karl. For a
time, Karl resided in an

orphanage in Winnipeg.
Karl joined the Royal Canadian Sea Cadets at age 14.

In the regular Royal Canadian Navy, he was a Storesman
on HMCS Sussexvale, and HMCS Crusader. He also
saw action in Korea as a gun captain on the Sussexvale.

He followed his parents to Texas where he met his
future wife - Eunice. Eunice and Karl settled down in
Houston Karl became a Marine Surveyor and Salvage
diver for Hull and Cargo Marine Surveyors – a job that
let him travel all over the world. He would always
return home with tales of countless colorful adven-
tures.

Karl had various certifications and affiliations re-
lated to salvage, cargo loading and unloading, drilling,
and marine surveying. He was also a Mason, Shriner,
member of the Scottish Rite, and was an member of
Brith Shalom in Houston and Congregation Beth El in
Missouri City. Karl was Master Of Ceremonies at his
local Masonic Lodge and was a drummer in the Shrine
band. He even at one point played drums with Janis
Joplin.

Karl’s biggest joys were his loving wife Eunice, and
his children – Joe Reiter (Wendy) from Boston, MA,
Sheila Reiter from Austin TX, and Elaine Reiter (Alan
Berger) also of Boston MA; and he was also deeply
loved by his grandchildren – Arielle and Joshua Reiter
and Leah Berger.

Karl never met a stranger and endeared himself to
everyone he met.

A memorial service was held Monday October 20,
2014 at Congregation Beth El, 3900 Raoul Wallenberg
Lane, Missouri City, Texas 77459. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made to Congregation Beth El in
Karl’s memory.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-second candle in
your beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

HELENE

KROLIK
who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER

KENNETH

MORRIS
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Cheshvan

Like falling leaves the years go
by but memories of you will
never die.
My one and only love
In my heart always and forever
— Kerry.

Deadline for the
November 26  issue of

The Jewish Post & News is
noon, Thursday, November 20
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In loving memory of

ALLAN

BOGOCH
who passed away
November 9, 2004

25 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN

GLOBERMAN
who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

KANOVSKY
who passed away

November 11, 1990
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY

MLYNARSKI
who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA

SCHEIMAN
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

November 19, 2000
21 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Toby,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandson.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REUBEN

SENENSKY
who passed away

November 18, 2011
21 days in Chesvan

—Lovingly remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS

(Waldman)

SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NORMAN

TOLCHINSKY
who passed away

November 22, 2011
26 days in Cheshvan

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by wife Dolly,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
and beloved mother,

grandmother and
great-grandmother

HELEN

BROTMAN
who passed away

November 10, 1999
2 Days in Kislev

You live on in our memory and
in our hearts forever. We think
of you every day.
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MYER COHEN
who passed away

November 15, 1993
2 Days in Kislev, 5754

Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband, father, grandfather,

brother-in-law, uncle and
friend.

ABRAHAM

(ABIE)

FEIERSTEIN
who passed away

November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan, 5767

There is a bridge of memories
from here to heaven above
That keeps you very close to us
That’s called the bridge of love
As time goes by without you
And days turn into years
They hold a million memories
and a thousand silent tears
To us you were so special
What more is there for us to say
Except to say we wish you were
here today, with us, to stay
It’s been 8 long years - you’re
missed, but always remembered.
Your wife Miriam, your
children Michele (Larry), Max
(Ann) your grandchildren
Aidan, Akiva, and Elie.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)

FLEISHER
who passed away

3 days in Kislev, 5764
November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his children
Gideon and Raisa and friend
Marja in Holland, his sister
Miriam and brother William,
sister in law Doreen and
nephews Zach and Ben in
Winnipeg and relatives in
Israel.

11th Yahrzeit

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE JACK

GUTKIN
who passed away

November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA

ITZHAKI
who passed away

November 14, 1974
29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735

— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother and brother.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHLOMO

KAUFMAN
who passed away

November 24, 1968
3 Days in Kislev, 5729

— His decency, modesty and
gentleness are missed and
remembered by his son and
daughter and spouses and his
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ALBERT

SCHULTZ
who passed away

October 24th, 2013
20 days in Cheshvan

A truly extraordinary
husband, father, grandfather,
brother relative and friend.

You are always in our hearts
and thoughts as we continue to
follow your remarkable
example of love and
appreciation for life and family.
— Forever remembered by
your devoted wife Laurane,
children Erica, Lois, Victor,
Myron & Elana, and grand-
children Dafna, Abbie and
Liat.

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit
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In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN

NATHAN

MANDEL
who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE

MASLOVSKY
who passed away

November 28, 2000
1 day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NAOMI RUTH

PALANSKY
who passed away
November 9, 2010
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Bruce, children Noah and
Lexi, mother Pearl, sisters
Brenda and Cindy, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

NATHAN

DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOHN CECIL

RAISEN
who passed away

December 12, 1986
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DALE NOREEN

RAYTER
who passed away

November 29, 2000
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by  husband
Ian Rayter, sons Jared and
Aaron, sister Beryl Walsh, and
brother Howard.

In Memoriam
Fourteenth Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONALD

SILVER
who passed away

November 15, 2009
28 Days in Cheshvan

Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita, father
David, children, grand-
children and sisters.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TOM

SPRINGMAN
who passed away

November 29, 2008
2 days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

PAUL N. WARREN
who passed away

November 21, 2006
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his parents
Nora and Harry Warren, and
brother Dr. Martin J. Warren
and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA

ENGEL
who passed away

November 13, 1993
30 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, grand-
children, mother, and family.

In loving memory of
BENNY

ROITELMAN
who passed away
November 5, 2012

21 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered by
your wife Audrey, son Gerald,
grandchildren, sister, brother-
in-law, and brother.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat tefila is Winnipeg’s northernmost

shul
Friday, November 14 Candle Lighting:4:28

Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat ends: 5:26
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Monday,Thursday morning services: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for November 16-20:

4:25
Friday, November 21 Candle lighting: 4:20

Schacharit :9:30 Shabbat ends at 5:20
weekday evening services November 23-27

4:20 
Sunday, November 23 Rosh Chodesh Kislev 

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of
Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We wel-
come anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kad-
dish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Nov. 14 - morning service 7:30 a.m.,

evening service 4:30 p.m., candle lighting 4:28
p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 15 - Chayei Sara - morning ser-
vice 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 5:37 p.m. 

Sunday, Nov. 16 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Conversion Class 10:00 a.m. Yoga 10:00 a.m.
Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, Nov. 17 - Thursday, Nov. 20 - morning
service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, Nov. 21 - morning service 7:30 a.m.,
evening service 4:25 p.m., candle lighting 4:20
p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 22 - Toldot - morning service
9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE
TIMES

ends 5:31 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 23 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion Class 10:00 a.m.

Yoga 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. Rosh Chodesh.
Monday, Nov. 24 - Thursday, Nov. 27 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening

service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, November 14Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:29 PM
Shabbat, November 15 — Parashat Chayei SarahMorning Service 9:00 AM;

Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:28 PM
Friday, November 21Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:21 PM
Shabbat, November 22 — Parashat ToldotMorning Service 9:00 AM; Kids

Have Fun on Shabbat 10:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:20
PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian
Holidays 9:00 AM; Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM;
Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the
synagogue office.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same loca-

tion at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m.,

Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 14 at 4:28 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:25 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - CHAYEI SARAH.

Mincha service at 4:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:26 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:20 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 21 at 4:20 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:20 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - TOLDOT. BLESS-

ING OF THE NEW MONTH. Mincha service at 4:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at
5:20 p.m.

ROSH CHODESH KISLEV - Sunday, November 23.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:15 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to

attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant
Avenue, will be holding: Fri Nov 14 7:30pm Shabbat Peace Service led by
Ruth Livingston with Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Sat Nov 15 12pm Yoga Shalom. Sat Nov 15 8pm-1am “The Music of
MoTown” Social Fundraiser 

Thu Nov 20 TBA Visit to the Human Rights Museum with Rabbi Karen
Fri Nov 21 5:15pm Children’s Welcome to Shabbat Program with Rabbi

Karen. Fri Nov 21 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen with Cantor
Len

Sat Nov 22 10am Torah Study with Rabbi Karen Soria. Sat Nov 22 12pm
Yoga Shalom. Sat Nov 22 4pm The Joseph Chronicles with Rabbi Karen Soria.
Sat Nov 22 7:30pm Adult Ed & Havdalah - Part 2 of the Documentary “The
Story of the Jews” with Rabbi Karen Soria



Let he who is without sin cast the first stone 
Prior to com-

m e n c i n g
today’s column,
I sought out a
never-before-
used baseball
with the name
of former
A m e r i c a n
L e a g u e

President Lee Mac Phail inscribed on the
cover and placed it down on the desk in
front of me because, I suppose, I wanted
to recreate the mood I felt when it was
gifted to me back in the summer of 1983
in the umpire’s dressing room at the
Hubert H. Humphrey Metrodome in
Minneapolis.

It was there that the welcoming Al
Clark, who worked home plate that after-
noon, graciously shared his story with
me. With obvious pride the then Trenton,
New Jersey 35-year-old told me that he was the first Jewish American
League umpire ever. 

The interview had an impact on me because it’s not always that easy in
the newspaper business - especially when you’re a relatively inexperienced
reporter - to encounter someone for the first time,  have them open up and
supply you with personal information of substance.

I felt an immediate kinship with Clark, whose original family name was
Sklarz. His grandfather, a hotel owner, initiated the change. I still recall
approaching my subject with trepidation because my obvious goal was to
explore his ethnic background which, in the world of sports, can be a sen-
sitive issue for some who are often guarded on such matters. Some, to the
degree, of even being “closet Jews” which is certainly their right.

“In eight years in the big leagues, you’re the first man to ask me that. No,
wait, a guy with the Baltimore Times approached me once,” he recollected. 

The son of Herb Clark, a sportswriter, and mom Shirley made certain that
their son would follow their religion. I learned that late afternoon following
the Angels-Twins game where Clark had worked behind the plate that he
had been Bar Mitzvahed in an Orthodox synagogue and that his family had
actually wanted him to become a rabbi. He also added that he was very
much into Judaism and other religions, studied theology and enjoyed it.

Al also added that the umpiring crew seldom got into discussing their per-
sonal lives but that he was proud of being a Jew.

On that subject, despite foul and abusive language, only once - in the
early part of his career in the minors - did he encounter anti-Semitism. I
learned of the player’s name in a book that Clark wrote with Dan
Schlossberg in just the past year to which I shall now allude.

If you’re at all a baseball fan you will surely enjoy CALLED OUT BUT
SAFE: A BASEBALL UMPIRE’S JOURNEY.

No, I’m not about to offer a book report re the merits of the aforemen-
tioned text in order to bump up sales. Instead, I will avail you of the oppor-
tunity to judge a decent man to whom his rabbi, Solomon Paul, took a lik-
ing and had him in his early teens blowing the shofar on the High Holy
Days in synagogue.

It has oft been said that there’s a little bit of larceny in every man. This is
not to make excuses for Allan Marshall Clark, who umpired 3,392 major
league games, fifth among umpires in seniority in his 26 years tour of duty.

You see, only 18 months away from retirement in 2001, the now 66-year-
old gentleman, who was the only umpire in the game who wore his name
on his hat, ended up being fired by league officials and subsequently land-
ed in prison.

Clark still has the brush he used and wore to a nub from his Class A days
behind the plate, before he was fast tracked to the majors four years later in
1976, had erred grievously on two accounts and he went downhill faster
than a speeding bullet.

First Clark, who played baseball in high school and then attended college
at Eastern Kentucky University, improperly used plane tickets in violation of
his union’s contract by downgrading his major league baseball-provided
first-class tickets to economy class and failed to inform the union.

Secondly, and perhaps the more serious charge, was for his role in selling
baseballs that he and a memorabilia dealer falsely claimed were used in his-
toric games. i.e. Randy Johnson’s first no-hitter, Nolan Ryan’s 300th win and
Cal Ripken’s record for consecutive games, during which Clark was behind
the plate on the day he tied the record and at third base when he broke Lou
Gehrig’s mark . 

Such mementos, of course, were sold for exorbitant prices and before
long the federal government became involved wanting their slice of the
action. The specific charge was a “federal mail fraud” conviction.

End result was that Clark spent four months in a federal lockup camp and
an additional four months of house arrest.

In his book he states that “my termination and incarceration are not going

to define Al Clark. I tried to make
my time in a prison camp produc-
tive. I gave a six-week course for
other inmates teaching the guys to
be sports officials.

“I started a website when I got
out to help people who were
going to prison, who never
expected to find themselves in
that situation. To this day, my fed-
eral prison number is on the mir-
ror in my bathroom. It serves as a
reminder that every day we have
decisions to make and better
make the right ones.”

What still serves me personally
as a reminder of Clark is that when
I turned to walk away  out of the
umpires’ dressing quarters follow-
ing our interview back in the day
is that he called me back and told
me to wait a minute. He reached
into his ball bag and took out the
very same one that sits on my desk
whilst I was preparing today’s col-
umn. His autograph reads: “To
Harvey from one tribesman to

another; The Best Al Clark. American League Umpire #24.”
Of course, to this day, Clark feels remorse and wished his career had

ended differently. I do too. To me, he’s still a mensch who, not uncommon-
ly, sadly lost his way along life’s highway. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Cartoon of subject of story
umpire Al Clark.

Umpire Al Clark tossing Cal
Ripken out of game. 

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

air & rooms -
worldwide

no restrictions -email
your itinerary and

costs and save 8%
rosencrentz@hotmail.com
text 204-891-5894 204-612-1995

T R AV E L  S AV I N G S



A Manitoba Chamber Orchestra season does not often feature a flute
soloist, but its next concert is an exciting exception. On Wednesday,
November 26th, in Westminster United Church, the MCO will present
the astonishing Israeli flutist Sharon Bezaly and a particularly intrigu-
ing programme.

Sharon Bezaly gave her debut concert as a soloist with the Israel
Philharmonic Orchestra, conducted by Zubin Mehta, when she was
just 14 years old. ‘Classics Today’ described Bezaly as “a flutist virtu-
ally without peer in the world today,” and the ‘International Record
Review’ has called her concerts “defining artistic events.” The MCO’s
Anne Manson has worked and recorded with Bezaly, and has looked
forward to introducing her to the MCO audience. 

Sharon Bezaly will perform in three of the programme’s four works,
beginning with La Notte, Antonio Vivaldi’s Flute Concerto in G Minor
(RV439). Things then veer off to South America and the Andes with
two surprising pieces from Bezaly’s acclaimed BIS Records release,

‘Pipe Dreams.’
The tango manifests itself dreamily in Jose Serebrier’s ‘Flute Concerto

with Tango,’ a piece which he dedicated to Bezaly. Alberto Ginastera
searched for a truly Argentinian musical language, and found its roots
on plateaus of the puna, the high and dry grassland regions of the
Andes. We will hear that composer’s Impresiones de la puna.

The Orchestra will also take advantage of the extra brass on hand to
present Joseph Haydn’s ‘Hornsignal’ Symphony (No. 31, in Major
(Hob. I:31)). Watch a video with Anne Manson, as she talks about the
concert — and the music — at themco.ca.

McNally-Robinson event / At 7:30 pm on Monday, November 24th,
enjoy a talk with conductor Anne Manson and Sharon Bezaly;
McNally Robinson Booksellers, Grant Park Shopping Centre.

Pre-concert event / Arrive early for more music! Before the concert,
a presentation by flute students of Laurel Ridd and Layla Roberts,
University of Manitoba; 6:45 pm.

The concert begins at 7:30 pm in Westminster United
Church, 745 Westminster at Maryland. Tickets are $30
for adults, $28 for seniors and $10 for students, includ-
ing GST, and are available at McNally Robinson, the
West End Cultural Centre (586 Ellice at Sherbrook),
Organic Planet (877 Westminster Avenue) or through
the MCO website (themco.ca). Call the MCO’s
Ticketline (204.783.7377).

MCO Guest Artist Sponsor: Marjorie & Morley
Blankstein

MCO Concertmaster Sponsors: Shirley & David
Permack and Liba & Tom Stillman — in honour of
Elaine & Neil Margolis’s Special Anniversary

22 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 12, 2014

Arts

Hear why The Times of London called Israeli Sharon Bezaly “God’s gift to the fl ute” when she performs 
with Anne Manson and the MCO. Works by Vivaldi, Serebrier (Tango, anyone?), Ginastera and Haydn.

 FAMILY FUN!  Reserve 3 days ahead for MCO’s Pizza Club: free pizza and a talk on the music you’ll hear!

Westminster Church in Wolesley, Westminster at Maryland
Tickets available at McNally Robinson, West End Cultural Centre,

Organic Planet, MCO (204) 783-7377 or online at
themco.ca

MCO’s 2014/15 season sponsor is CN. Media sponsors include the Winnipeg Free Press, Espace musique 89,9, 
Classic 107.1 FM and Golden West Radio. Northern outreach: OmniTRAX Canada. Music for all! program: Sun Life Financial.

“WITHOUT PEER IN THE WORLD TODAY”

CONCERT SPONSOR LBL HOLDINGS

— CLASSICS TODAY

7:30 PM • NOVEMBER 26

R
EA

L CAR
E Caring Compassionate Professional Service

you’ve come to trust

PROVIDING:
Alzheimer Care 

A A

 Palliative Care 
A A

 Post-Operative Care
Stroke Care 

A A

 Long-Term Care 
A A

 Rehabilitation
Respite 

A A

 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants
PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED

RN’s 
A A

 LPN’s 
A A

 Health Care Aides
Home Support Workers 

A A

 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

MCO to present Israeli flutist Sharon Bezaly on November 26th



Jewish participation in First World War discussed
By BERNIE BELLAN

On this, the 100th
anniversary of World
War I, the Jewish
Heritage Centre,
along with such other
organizations as B’nai
Brith, the Shaarey
Zedek, and the
General Monash
branch of the Royal
Canadian Legion have
marked the occasion
with a series of events.

Included among
those events was a panel of local academics discussing Jewish involve-
ment in the First World War. The panel appeared in the Multi-purpose
room of the Asper Campus on Thursday, November 6. On the panel
were: Lionel Steiman, History Professor (retired) at the University of
Manitoba; Dan Stone, Professor Emeritus of History, University of
Winnipeg; Robert Young, Professor Emeritus of History, University of
Winnipeg; and Jim Blanchard, a local historian. The panel was moder-
ated by Susan Turner.

If there was one general theme among the four panelists, it was that
while Jews participated militarily to a very large extent in the army of
whichever country they might have lived, their roles were consistently
denigrated by their fellow countrymen and, whether they were on the
winning or losing side, they were often accused of disloyalty.

Despite that, Jews maintained allegiances to the countries in which
they were living. Ultimately, that loyalty was severely tested in every
case and, as a result, a new Jewish nationalism took hold, especially
following the end of the war. Each of the panelists focused on a partic-
ular country and how Jewish soldiers were regarded in that country:
Lionel Steiman on Germany; Dan Stone on Russia; Robert Young on
France; and Jim Blanchard on Canada.

Although the tone was decidedly academic, each speaker was able to
bring his contribution to life with anecdotes, readings of letters from
soldiers, and quite often pictures from the period. 

Following is a summary of what each speaker had to say:

Lionel Steiman noted that Jewish participation in the German army
during World War I was remarkably high. Of the 450,000 Jews living in
Germany at the start of the war, almost 100,000 were serving in the
Germany army, and 12,000 Jewish soldiers died serving their country.

Anti-Semitism was not a significant factor in the treatment of Jewish
soldiers at the start of the war, Steiman noted, but as the war “dragged
on” Jews began to be labeled “shirkers”. Things reached a particularly
low point in 1916 when senior German officials began to press for a
“census” or “Jew count”, as it was referred to, of the Jewish population
as a result of claims that Jews were not contributing significantly to the
military effort as soldiers – despite the overwhelming evidence that was
not the case. In Steiman’s words, “that was a warning sign that anti-
Semitism was alive and well” in the one country in Europe where Jews
thought they had reached the height of acceptance.

The eventual “collapse of the German empire” by the end of the war
“led to a huge increase in anti-Semitism” according to Steiman. “Jews
and Bolsheviks had stabbed the army in the back,” was the prevailing
sentiment in Germany post-war.

Ironically, Jews had generally been consistently “conservative” and
“nationalistic” in their support of the German war effort throughout the
war, Steiman said. 

Dan Stone gave a history of Jewish involvement in Czarist Russian
armies going back to the 18th Century. He described the ostensible
requirements for long periods of military service for young Jewish men,
noting however that they were often released from service well before
their supposed term had been reached, As well, he noted that Jews
would go to great lengths to avoid service where possible, including
resorting to such methods as “drinking excessive amounts of tea to
cause heart palpitations”.

For various czars, inducting Jews into the Russian army was seen as a
way to “modernize” the Jews. Yet the Russian army was not perceived
as inherently anti-Semitic in its structure. “The Russian army didn’t pro-
mote kosher food,” Stone noted, “although nearby communities” often
supplied Jewish soldiers with kosher food and “officers often gave
money to Jewish soldiers to buy kosher food.”

“Very few Jews became officers”, however, although there were
exceptions such as Joseph Trumpeldor (who later gained fame as one of
the founders of the Jewish Legion in Palestine).During the First World
War, over a million Jews actually served in the Russian army. At the
time the vast majority of Jews living in the Russian Empire were con-
fined to the “Pale of Settlement”. Their treatment during the war was
even worse than usual, as they were often subjected to attacks by
marauding Russian soldiers, especially Cossacks.

As a result, Stone explained, “by 1917 it
was virtually impossible for a Jew to be a
czarist loyalist.” Until then Jews had “tried to
be loyal citizens of the Russian Empire, but
anti-Semitism at the highest levels made it
impossible.” Thus, Jews played leading roles
in the Bolshevik Revolution while others
became among the leading proponents of
Zionism.

Robert Young discussed the role of Jews in
the French military with, as one might have
expected, a focus on the Alfred Dreyfus affair.
The situation of French Jews was different
from almost all of their other European coun-

terparts, Young explained, as “the underlying loyalty of Jews to the
French republic stemmed from legislation” extending their rights as cit-
izens that “had been passed from 1789 to 1870.” During the “1880s
and 90s,” Young noted, “Jewish leadership stressed the importance of
loyalty to the state.” In fact, by the beginning of World War I, there were
six Jewish generals in the French army,” he said.

However, Young pointed out that “too often the French right was
openly anti-Semitic”. For instance, following upon the French defeat
during the Franco-Purssian War of the 1870s (during which the French
lost the provinces of Alsace-Lorraine), that loss was blamed on “for-
eigners’, including Jews (also such other groups as Protestants).

With the arrest of Alfred Dreyfus in 1894 on suspicion of selling
secrets to the Germans, French Jews came to the realization that their
loyalty to the state was under great suspicion. However, according to
Young, “the steady unraveling of the Dreyfus lie led to a greater attach-
ment of Jews to the republic – but there was a disenchantment with cer-
tain institutions such as the army.”

Nonetheless, 45,000 Jews served in the French army during World
War I, Young said, of whom 6500 died. At the same time “more than
150 anti-Semitic books were published in France during the war” and,
as was noted in the introduction to this article, despite the fact France
was ultimately on the winning side, Jewish loyalty was under severe
scrutiny.

According to Young, “Jewish leadership wanted to take the high road”
in dealing with those attacks”, but that “didn’t work”. Jews were
accused of “war profiteering” and by the beginning of the Second
World War and the coming of the Vichy regime, the stage was set for
the eventual deportation and ultimately the murder of hundreds of
thousands of French Jews while their countrymen benignly looked on.

Jim Blanchard gave an interesting assessment of Jewish involvement
in the Canadian contribution to the war effort during the First World
War. He began by reading from Alan Levine’s history of the Jews of
Manitoba, Coming of Age, about Jews from Winnipeg who joined the
military. 

Blanchard noted, however, that Jews were somewhat divided over the
notion of participating in the war effort. While some were only too anx-
ious to serve in the army, other “argued that it was just a war of capi-
talist domination”.

Still, some 4500 Jews (that we know of) did end up serving in the
Canadian army during the war. Blanchard explained that the figure
might have been quite higher but records from the time are difficult to
analyze. Men enlisting were asked to “attest” to their religion, but since
there was no compulsion to indicate one’s religion, it is impossible to
know just how many Jews served in total.

According to Blanchard, the strongest motivation to enlist came from
British-born Jews. He noted that the war memorial in the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery lists the names of eight men who died during World
War I, yet there may have been others who were buried in other ceme-
teries, so the number of Winnipeg Jews who died in that war is not
exactly known.

One interesting aspect of Jewish participation in that war, however,
was the eventual role Canadian Jews played in the formation of the
Jewish Legion, which was a separate unit formed within the British
Army, and which ended up fighting in what was then Turkish-occupied
Palestine. Blanchard described one particularly onerous time during the
war when the Legion was stationed in the Jordan Valley, an area he
described as the “hottest place on Earth during the summer”. It seems
that the soldiers there were being particularly tormented by their British
commanding officers, as many of them developed malaria as a result.
Otherwise, however, Blanchard did not say that Jews were any more
discriminated against in the Canadian army during World War I than
any of their fellow soldiers. Considering how much discrimination was
a fact of life for Jewish soldiers in Germany, Russia, and France, there-
fore, the Canadian army comes off looking relatively decent. The real
discrimination against Canadian Jews was yet to come – especially dur-
ing the 1930s when the immigration of European Jews to Canada was
reduced to a bare trickle.
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Community news

Presenters at the Jewish Heritage Centre discussion of Jewish
involvement in World War I (l-r): Jim Blanchard, Robert Young, Dan
Stone, Lionel Steiman
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