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Eva Wiseman launches
“Healing Lives: A Century of
Manitoba Jewish Physicians”

By BERNIE BELLAN

T
he Berney Theatre was jam packed
Sunday afternoon, November 3, as
Eva Wiseman launched her long-

awaited history of Manitoba Jewish
physicians, titled “Healing Lives: A
Century of Manitoba Jewish Physicians”.

Those not able to get seats in the theatre
itself were able to watch the event in the
adult lounge of the Rady JCC on a simul-
cast especially set up for the occasion.

Of course, it was no surprise that this
particular book launch drew such a large
crowd, considering that three programs
which had been held prior to the
November 3 event, and which dealt with
various aspects of the history of Jewish
physicians in Manitoba, beginning with
the first program in June 2016, also drew
very large crowds to the Berney Theatre.

The genesis of the project began over four
years ago one winter evening in 2015 in
Florida when Abe and Barbara Anhang had
dinner with Dr. Nathan and Eva Wiseman. It
was then that the idea of creating a project
focused on gathering together information
about Manitoba Jewish physicians first took
root.

Eventually, a committee made up mostly of
doctors, but also some non-doctors, was

formed with the
intention of doing two things, according to Dr.
Arnold Naimark (who was the first Jewish
dean of the University of Manitoba medical
school – and the second Jewish president of the
U of M), and who introduced Eva Wiseman:
“Build up the historical record” of Jewish
physicians in Manitoba and, secondly, “pub-
lish a book” about Jewish physicians in
Manitoba.

Continued on page 3. See “Eva Wiseman”.

Judaic Studies program at University of Manitoba 
to receive $100,000 donation from MaryAnn Lippay Kanee

By BERNIE BELLAN

O
n Friday, November 8, we received an
interesting email from Brooke Karlaftis,
who is a Donor Relations Officer at the

University of Manitoba.
In her email, Karlaftis wrote that the Judaic

Studies program at the University of Manitoba
will be receiving a donation of $100,000 from
MaryAnn Lippay Kanee, who lives in
Minneapolis, and was married to the late Stephen
Kanee. 

The donation, according to Karlaftis, is intend-
ed to help revive the Judaic Studies program by
creating an endowment fund to support the pro-
gram. As Karlaftis noted, in her email: “I gather
from my colleague, Lesley Lewis that you are
well informed of the history and the struggles that
the Judaic Studies program has had over the years.
The Jewish community in Manitoba has been an
integral part of this province’s history, and provid-
ed support for the program in its early years.  At
one time, the department boasted three full time faculty members dedicat-
ed to the curriculum, providing a B.A., M.A., and PhD. However, over the
years it has been reduced in scope and now offers only a B.A. minor, rely-
ing almost completely on external funding.

“It is our goal, with support from students and the public, to grow the pro-

gram and begin to offer a Degree Major in
Judaic Studies, with dedicated full-time faculty.
At the moment, Manitobans are underserved in
the field of Judaic Studies. It would be great if
there were a Jewish oriented education at the
university level, especially for those students
graduating from Gray Academy who would like
to continue in this area of study. Having a thriv-
ing Judaic Studies program on campus is essen-
tial for students, faculty, and the general com-
munity. It helps to promote the preservation and
continuity of Jewish people, fight anti-
Semitism, enhance the Hebrew program, offer
an enhanced Israel experience, and promote
human rights.”

Concomitant with the donation from
MaryAnn Lippay Kanee, the university has cre-
ated a website, give.umanitoba.ca/judaicstudies, 
where other donors can also contribute to this
new endowment fund.

As Karlaftis explained, the “Endowment fund will be used to support
instructional costs for courses based in the Judaic Studies Program that
relate to the languages of Jewish People (e.g. Hebrew, Yiddish, etc.); and/or
courses based in the Judaic Studies Program that have Jewish content.”

We will have further information about Ms. Kanee’s gift and the new
endowment fund in a subsequent issue.

MARYANN LIPPAY KANEE
will donate $100,000 to the U of M 

Judaic Studies program
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EVA WISEMAN
author of “Healing
Lives: A Century of

Manitoba Jewish
Physicians”

Dr. ARNOLD
NAIMARK

introduced Eva
Wiseman at the Nov. 3

book launch
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The last time Chesed Shel 
Emes ran a capital campaign, 
Winnipeg’s phone numbers 
had five digits. The community 
gathered at a special event to 
mark the opening of the chapel 
on November 23, 1947. A program 
booklet published for the event 
featured ads and messages  
of support. 

Our supporters helped  
strengthen Chesed Shel Emes  
for the future; we ask that you  
do the same today. 

Reflecting on 30+ years of volunteerism

A Physical Task; 
A Spiritual Experience

Call Chesed Shel Emes today at 204-582-5088  
or make your campaign gift online at ourtradition.ca

Please help us replace and equip the aging south building of Winnipeg’s  
Jewish funeral home. You can build on our tradition of lovingkindness.

Hillel Kravetsky: “I feel like I am doing 
something for the person that is the 
last kindness they will experience on 
this earth.”
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Community news

How the Asper Campus came about - third & final part

In order to
accomplish
that task
t h o u g h ,

according to Dr. Naimark, “It was settled early on
that it (the book) should be more than a who’s who”
of Jewish Manitoba doctors. 

“The interweaving of those stories was going to
be a complex challenge,” Dr. Naimark added.

To that end, the physicians’ committee set out a
number of tasks, including creating an online
archive to which physicians still living could give
information about their careers, while relatives of
deceased physicians could also contribute informa-
tion. As well, Chana Thau was tasked with inter-
viewing older retired physicians to gather their sto-
ries – all of which became part of “Healing Lives: A
Century of Manitoba Jewish Physicians”.

In choosing Eva Wiseman to put together the various components that
were being assembled as part of this project, Dr. Naimark explained that
Eva had been born in Hungary and came to Canada as a young girl. 

As a celebrated author of young persons’ fiction, Wiseman had already
established herself as a writer of some renown. In addition, Dr. Naimark
noted, “Eva has occupied a front row seat in the making of physicians in
her own family”. Not only is her husband Nathan a doctor (of pediatrics),
so are her two children – Marni, who is a dermatologist, and Sam, who
is a surgeon in Toronto.

Dr. Naimark continued: “Eva brought the sensibility of a novelist to
bear in making the spirit of a century of Manitoba Jewish physicians
come alive.”

Following Dr. Naimark’s introductory remarks, Eva Wiseman herself
took to the podium to talk about what went into writing the book.

“I put my soul and heart into this project,” she began. “ ‘Healing Lives’
represents three years of sweat and love on my part.”

“More than 400 Jewish doctors have practiced in Manitoba since Hiram
Vineberg first came to Portage la Prairie in 1881,” Eva noted.

“Very little has been written about them,” she explained. (And, as men-
tioned previously, it was at a Florida restaurant in the winter of 2015 that
the idea for the Jewish physicians’ project first took shape.)

“Abe and Nathan organized physicians into different committees that
began the project,” Eva said.

Referring to “the deep roots connecting Jewish people to the practice of
medicine,” Eva noted that “212 of the 613 mitzvot have to do with health
care” in one form or another.

“Most professions – other than medicine and moneylending were
closed to Jews,” Eva observed.

And, while Jews had been prominent in the practice of medicine for
centuries, the quota system which restricted the number of Jewish
entrants into medical schools throughout North America, especially in
the 1930s and 40s (and which was known as “numerus clausus”), became
a focus of “Healing Lives: A Century of Manitoba Jewish Physicians”,
with one entire chapter devoted to that subject alone, Eva said.

Despite the discrimination faced by Jews in gaining
entry into the University of Medical School (from
1930-45), Eva noted that two “faith-based” hospitals –
St. Boniface and Misericordia, “welcomed Jewish
physicians on to their staffs.”

Jewish physicians were also prominent in providing
health care free of charge to individuals unable to
afford physicians’ services, especially with the found-
ing of the Mt. Carmel Clinic, Eva observed.

At the same time, she explained, “medicine was not
a particularly lucrative profession in days gone by”
(especially in the first half of the 20th century, when the
number of Jewish physicians in Manitoba began to
grow), yet “it was a source of pride for many parents”
when their children became doctors. (It was at that
point that Eva mentioned that both her children had
become doctors.)

In writing “Healing Lives: A Century of Manitoba
Jewish Physicians”, Eva said she wanted to thank certain individuals in
particular, including: Abe Anhang, Ellery Broder, Dr. Jo Swartz, Dr.
David Brodovsky, Dr. Arnold Naimark, and University of Manitoba med-
ical school archivist Jordan Bass.

In addition, Eva cited Stan Carbone, Director of Programs & Exhibits
at the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada for his contribution to
the project, saying that “Stan became an expert on obituaries of Jewish
doctors”.

Eva also observed that she knows “of no other province that has shed
light on the lives of their Jewish doctors”.

“Most of the research for this book was done through interviews with
the doctors themselves and their families,” Eva explained. “If I left out
anyone, then I’m sorry – but we’ll get them into the second edition,” she
wryly noted.

“There are still doctors who didn’t approach me or about whom we did-
n’t hear,” Eva added.

“They can still get into the University of Manitoba medical school
archives,” however, by going to medheritage.lib.umanitoba.ca. and, once
there, add their names to a list of Jewish physicians, both living and
deceased, who have practiced medicine in this province.

In summing up what “Healing Lives: A Century of Manitoba Jewish
Physicians” is all about, Eva said, “It is a story about Jewish values, espe-
cially ‘tikkun olam’.”

At that point, Eva called upon some of her grandchildren, who were in
the audience, to take books to various members of the audience, begin-
ning with Abe Anhang.

Following her remarks, Eva moved into the adult lounge of the Rady
JCC, where she signed books for over an hour. According to Abe Anhang,
125 books were sold that afternoon. The book is now on sale at McNally
Robinson Booksellers and the University of Manitoba book store. 

A second launch of the book will be held for the general community on
Sunday, December 8, at 2 pm at McNally Robinson’s in the Grant Park
Shopping Centre.

Eva Wiseman
Continued from page 1.

A key turning point in the Campus project: 
Sheldon Berney joins up with Marjorie Blankstein

and Bob Freedman to head the project

By BERNIE BELLAN

S
heldon Berney would prove to be an indispensable
figure in what eventually became the Asper
Campus, but until the Campus project came along

he had not played any sort of prominent role in the
Jewish community’s history.

I asked Bob Freedman where Sheldon Berney came
from. Bob answered that Sheldon’s father, Martin, had
been quite active in the Jewish community, while
Sheldon had been “busy running the family business.”

“It was called Reliance Products,” Bob noted. “They
made plastic products, plastic containers. Sheldon had
sold the business, he was in his 50s, and he was basically retired. Even
though he was not well-known in the (Jewish) community, he had good
relationships with people like Izzy Asper and others.

“So – he had credibility…and he had time on his hands. So, we
approached him and we tried to convince him that we would like someone
like him to be involved.”

I asked Bob who were some of the other individuals who played key roles
in the planning process which ultimately led to the idea of creating a cam-
pus? He mentioned Morley Blankstein, Gerald Libling, and Michael
Nozick as three such individuals, but Bob added that “if you talk to people
who are still around and ask them, they would all say they were involved –
and that’s fine. Some were more involved than others. The first two years
though – it was me and Marjorie, quite frankly.

“I think we recruited Sheldon around 1989,” Bob said.
By that time a consensus had started to emerge around
the concept of building a campus.

However, according to Bob, Sheldon Berney had told
Marjorie and Bob when he was first approached that “I
understand how things work with committees and
boards, but I have no patience for that…Pointing to me,
he said: ‘You can be the one to deal with the boards. I
know we have to get their approval to spend money, but
I don’t want to attend meetings.’ “

With Sheldon Berney on board, it was decided that
now would be a good time to look at what other commu-
nities had done to revitalize themselves – beginning with
Kansas City.

“They were terrific,” Bob said. “We really liked what
they had done as a model for what we wanted to do. They

had set up a separate corporation. We wanted to do that, too, to make sure
the campus, once built, would be properly maintained without getting into
the politics…let the agencies run their programs.”

I wondered whether other campuses that the planning committee visited
were “on as grand a scale as what Winnipeg’s turned out to be?”

“Winnipeg was unique because we incorporated a day school,” Bob
explained. “Most of the campuses were primarily nice JCC’s. Some had
housing attached to them (although detached from the actual JCC’s), espe-
cially in Florida.”

When the proposal to build the campus at Waverley and Wilkes fell
through, the planning committee began looking around for an alternative
site. As it happened,
the Manitoba govern-

SHELDON BERNEY

Continued on page 22. See “Asper Campus”.



With this issue we reach the culmination
of a series of articles meant to provide
an historical perspective on how the

Asper Campus, and especially the Rady JCC,
have achieved the level of success that they have.

While much of the story had already been told
in Allan Levine’s seminal work on the history of
Jews in Manitoba, “Coming of Age A History of
the Jewish People of Manitoba”, which was pub-

lished in 2009, considering that the Rady JCC is celebrating the 100th
anniversary of the YMHA having been given a charter, I thought it worth-
while to spend a considerable amount of time – in this issue in particular,
looking back at how the most important institution in our community, that
being the Rady JCC, has evolved into the position of prominence it now
holds, not only within the Jewish community, but the entire Winnipeg com-
munity.

When the Asper Campus first opened in 1997, by no means was it a sure
bet that what was then known as the Rady Jewish Community Centre
would be a success. As you can see if you read the third part of my story
about the building of the Asper Campus in this issue, Bob Freedman, who
was the CEO of the Jewish Federation at the time the campus opened,
noted that when the YMHA closed in 1997, it had only 600 members.

As Bob put it in the very colourful interview I conducted with him a cou-
ple of months ago, the campus planner were hoping that the new commu-
nity centre might attract, at best,  3600 members – if they were lucky.
Instead, the centre attracted 5,000 members in its first year – and has
remained above that level ever since.

Bob also noted that the idea of building a K-12 school was not part of the
original campus plan. At first, the campus was going to be a home for a new
community centre and the offices of various Jewish organizations. Then,
when the idea of putting a school on the campus also took hold, it was orig-
inally only going to be a high school. Only late in the game did the notion
of actually building a K-12 school take root.

It’s hard for many people to realize that. It’s also even harder for most
people to remember how many more students Gray Academy had when it
first opened: 842! (Today it has only 494.)

But, as institutions develop support within a community, it becomes hard-
er to think of those institutions being forced to scale back. Yet, within the
past few years we’ve seen a major realignment of Jewish institutions with-
in Winnipeg, as many organizations have either disappeared or been
reduced to mere shadows of their former selves.

The one institution that I have a particularly hard time understanding how
it has all but disappeared from the Winnipeg scene is Canadian Friends of
the Hebrew University. At one time several Israel-based organizations
played huge roles in our community, especially the Jewish National Fund,
Israel Bonds, and the CFHU. In recent years, only the JNF has managed to
maintain a prominent position within our community – and that is largely
due to the efforts of Ariel Karabelnicoff who, as Myron Love notes in his

article on page 6 of this
issue, will be leaving
our community at the
end of this month.

Ariel’s exuberance
and dedication will be
sorely missed. We wish
him well in his new
endeavour.

While the CFHU has
a much diminished
presence in our com-
munity, the Canadian
Associates of Ben
Gurion University have
certainly increased the
profile of that organiza-
tion here. The recently
held gala honouring
Hope and Howard
Morry, and which
attracted an A-list
speaker like Alan
Dershowitz, is testa-
ment to the much ele-
vated profile of
CABGU here.

It’s natural for organi-
zations to have life
spans that sometimes
end in their complete

disappearance from the local scene. Vibrant organizations need to con-
stantly evolve in order to meet the expectations of younger generations of
supporters. Within our community the two most outstanding examples of
achieving that goal have been the Rady JCC and our Jewish Federation.
Both those organizations have set out to attract new and younger members
of the Jewish community to their fold and both have been spectacularly
successful in doing that.

Another organization that has seen its profile grow has been Jewish Child
and Family Service. In recent years JCFS has expanded its mandate to
serve elements of the community, including non-Jewish elements, by pro-
viding new forms of counseling and outreach services.

In this issue the subject of drug addiction gets a very close look in my
story (on pages 13-14) about an individual by the name of Henriette
Ivanans, who happens to be a convert to Judaism, as is her husband, Kevin
McIntrye (whose name might be familiar to fans of Rainbow Stage, as
Kevin starred in several productions there over the years).  

The subject of drug addiction is one that is dominating the news in
Winnipeg of late, as we are in the throes of quite possibly the worst crime
wave this city has ever experienced. While the drug most often blamed for
what has been happening here is methamphetamine, the abuse of opioid
drugs is something that can’t be ignored – here or in any other community
in 2019. 

The frank manner in which Henriette Ivanans describes her addiction in
her memoir, “In Pillness and in Health”, can be difficult to digest at times
when you read how low she had sunk in her addiction to a whole slew of
prescription drugs.  Yet, it can also serve as a much-needed wake-up call as
to how much of a problem prescription drug abuse has become in our soci-
ety, especially with the development of entire new lines of effective, but
highly addictive painkillers.

It’s not a `’Jewish” problem per se, but the fact that JCFS is tackling this
problem head-on is a refreshing example of how much that organization
has been adapting to meet new challenges that either didn’t exist at all not
too long ago, or were largely ignored if they did exist.

As I note in my story about Henriette, the fact that JCFS will be holding
a program about opioid abuse on November 25 (see the ad on page 31 of
the Lifestyles supplement that accompanies this issue for more informa-
tion) serves as a perfect juxtaposition to Henriette’s own story.

The Rady JCC has also been tackling issues with which so many of us
will need to come to grips at some point in our lives, through a series of
programs offered in conjunction with JCFS dedicated, for instance, to the
problem of having to be a caregiver for someone. (By the way, there was a
mistake in the ad for that program in our last issue, when it said the pro-
gram was going to be held Sunday, November 13. It’s to be held
Wednesday, November 13. If you happen to be reading this the morning of
November 13, the program begins at 1:00 pm in the Adult Lounge of the
Rady JCC, so there’s still a chance for you to go, if you’re interested.)

Still, not everything has to be so heavy, especially as we descend into the
darkest days of winter. The nostalgia weekend that the Rady JCC has
planned for this weekend promises to be a fun-filled series of events. In our
November 27 issue we’ll provide a full report on everything that will have
taken place.

One more positive note on which to end this issue’s “Short takes”: The
news that the University of Manitoba Judaic Studies is about to receive a
$100,000 donation from MaryAnn  Lippay Kanee is more than welcome  -
it might be a lifesaver.

It’s no secret that the Judaic Studies program has fallen on hard times in
recent years. In fact, its very continuation as a program has been uncertain.
But now, and hopefully spurred on by Ms. Kanee’s exceedingly generous
contribution, others will be similarly encouraged to donate to the universi-
ty’s specific fundraising campaign to create a solid endowment fund for the
Judaic Studies program. 

I might note that the University of Winnipeg has actually been success-
ful in creating courses about Jewish life that attract large numbers of stu-
dents. I did propose to the U of M that they consider offering some cours-
es at the Asper Campus in order to reach out to a more diverse -and per-
haps an older audience, especially since the U of M campus is much fur-
ther away for most members of our community than the U of W. Perhaps if
the Judaic Studies program is granted a new lease on life as a result of Ms.
Kanee’s donation, my idea will be given further consideration if the U of
M is truly interested in reviving that program.

As I noted earlier on in this column, organizations within our Jewish
community that don’t adapt to the changing needs of their target audiences
have tended to wither, if not die altogether. As someone who is involved in
an industry that many regard as dying, I know how difficult it is to contin-
ue adapting, but nonetheless, we’ve been attempting to do it. 

Again, congratulations to the Rady JCC for 100 years of success – and
innovation. You are the bedrock of our community.
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Palestinian leadership’s “occupation” is stealing money from Western donors

By MYRON LOVE
The term “occupation” has different meanings depending on who is

speaking. Or, to paraphrase Inigo Montoya, a principal character in the
movie “The Princess Bride”, I am sure that (“occupation”) doesn’t mean –
in the Israel-Palestinian context – what Western supporters of the
Palestinians think it means.

While misguided Palestinian supporters in the West have this vague idea
that the “occupation” to which Palestinians  refer  applies to lands east of
the former armistice line – the Green Line – that separated pre-1967 Israel
and the Jordanian-occupied territory, the Palestinian leadership is quite
clear that, for them, “Israeli occupation” means all of the current State of
Israel.

I would argue that the real intent of the word “occupation” - when used
by the Palestinian leadership – both the Palestinian Authority in Judea and
Samaria (aka the West Bank) and Hamas in Gaza – is embezzlement – on
a massive scale.

David Bedein is the founder of the Israel Resource News Agency and
Director of The Center for Near East Policy Research. In an article written
for Arutz Sheva on October 24, Bedein reported that “the overall sentiment
of Palestinians is that the P.A. is corrupt. Of 1,200 Palestinians polled, 95.5
percent – virtually everybody – agreed that there was rampant corruption
in the Abbas regime”.

Bedein added that Western governments confirm embezzlement of their
aid to the P.A. on a massive scale. In 2013, he reported, the European
Union determined that the P.A. “mismanaged” 2 billion euros between
2008 and 2012. The European Court of Auditors found that P.A. civil ser-
vants receive monthly salaries without reporting to work while tens of
thousands of others actually working were not even paid.

Bedein further noted that the U.S. State Department has done little better,
continuing to withhold release of its reports of P.A. embezzlement. “The
U.S.,” he wrote, “has blindly provided the P.A. with more than $5 billion
over the last 25 years. Washington has consistently paid P.A. debts to pri-
vate companies, bypassing concern over Abbas’s fiscal responsibility and
priorities.”

“Yassir Arafat, set the tone,” Bedein pointed out. “After he arrived in

Gaza in 1994, Arafat took control of every contract and investment, using
donor money to build a secret $1 billion portfolio, including investments in
Coca-Cola, a Tunisian cellular phone company and venture-capital funds in
the United States and the Cayman Islands.”

Bedein added that Arafat stole $1 billion in tax revenue relayed by Israel
for Palestinian workers. The money went to Arafat’s personal account in
Israel’s Bank Leumi in Tel Aviv. And $100,000 a month went to his wife,
Suha, living in Paris. Arafat was estimated by U.S. investigators to be
worth between $1 billion and $3 billion.

“Within three years of the P.A.’s establishment, Palestinian auditors
found that 40 percent of the P.A. budget ($326 million) was misappropriat-
ed – a figure that rose to $700 million a decade later,” he said.

“Not only Arafat, but virtually all P.A. officials paid themselves high
salaries and skimmed from others,” Bedein wrote.

“Not one Western government objected,” he noted.

Under Arafat’s successor, Mahmoud Abbas, the independent from Israel
PA is now run by a crime family rather than just a thieving individual.
Abbas’s sons, Tareq and Yasser, through a consortium known as  “Falcon”,
dominate the Palestinian economy, Bedein reported. From 2005-09, Tareq
and Yasser Abbas received at least $2 million in contracts and subcontracts
from donor countries, most of them from US AID.

“In all, the wealth of Abbas’s sons is estimated at $300 million,” Bedein
wrote.

“Abbas fosters his own elite, builds palaces and approves construction of
closed communities for his supporters around Ramallah. Nepotism reached
every level of the civil service. Officials often related to Abbas command
salaries of $10,000 per month – more than 10 times that of ordinary civil
servants – and opened secret accounts in Jordan with money received in
bribes.

“The notion that humanitarian aid to the P.A. reaches the Palestinian Arab
people has no basis in reality,” Bedein concluded. “Moving forward, the
first step for any effort to ameliorate this situation would be to ask for con-
ditions for aid to the P.A., requiring accountability and transparency, as
well as the right to protect Palestinian whistleblowers.

“At this point, no country advocates such a change in policy.”

Response to David Weller

LETTER

This responds to David Weller’s letter –“Myron Love’s latest rant” in
the 10-30-19 edition of the JP&N.

Weller, with BDS supporting Independent Jewish Voices (IJV), tries to
make the case that BDS is not antisemitic and that the International
Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism is
invalid.

To that end, Weller falsely accuses Israel and others of contriving this
IHRA definition as a political tactic to counter BDS and other source crit-
icisms of Israel for the purpose of “muzzling…discussion of Israeli
crimes such as house demolitions, jailing of children and building an ille-
gal wall”.

Firstly, IHRA is an intergovernmental organization, founded not by
Israel, but by Sweden’s former prime minister. The IHRA antisemitism
definition, finalized in 2016 is adopted by IHRA’s 33 member nations,
including Canada.

Secondly, BDS-IJV suffer no censorship effects as is apparent from
their websites, social media and public forums including Weller’s letter
published in JP&N’s last edition to which I am responding. As well, there
is much criticism of Israel in the public square, some fair, some unwar-
ranted, but which still does not meet the IHRA definition of antisemitism
as BDS-IJV anti-Israel activism does. 

Finally, it is offensively false in every way for Weller to accuse Israel
of being an apartheid state the way South Africa used to be. Then again,
that accusation is what antisemitic BDS-IJV routinely make.

All this puts the lie to Weller’s accusation that BDS and other critics
have been muzzled in any way by the IHRA definition and that such def-
inition is invalid. 

Palestinians began BDS in 2007, declaring then as now that BDS is
opposed to a two-state solution and supports a one state solution com-
prising all of Israel and the territories of Judea, Samaria and East
Jerusalem, the fulfillment of which in effect means the end of Israel. 

From that core BDS Palestinian position comes the chant at anti-Israel
rallies, “from the river to the sea, Palestine will be free”. 

By supporting BDS’s anti-Israel activism, which means its core one
state solution aforesaid, IJV thus marks itself just as antisemitic as BDS. 

Even PM Trudeau, several months ago at a town hall event - when chal-
lenged, held firm in declaring BDS to be an antisemitic movement. He is
far from the only credible Jewish and non-Jewish voice that has damned
BDS as antisemitic.

Palestinian Hamas and PLO-Fatah leaders from all walks of life, as cor-
roborated by recordings/videos, daily indoctrinate Palestinians including
children in unmitigated Jew-Israel hatred, genocidal dreams for Israel’s
destruction and incite them with offers of glory and money, to commit
murderous terrorism against innocent Israelis. That terrorism is commit-
ted almost daily in addition to Hamas’ unprovoked rocket attacks on
Israeli population centres. 

This indisputable criminal terrorism is either ignored or disingenuous-
ly justified by BDS-IJV while perversely impugning Israel’s lawful
efforts to defend herself and her citizens. That however, is what anti-
semites do. 

Palestinians, BDS and supporters like Weller repeat false accusations
from the Palestinian propaganda playbook that Palestinian lands were
stolen and they have a right of return at international law. 

All those, including Western nations that support a two-state solution,
insist that all unresolved issues, including whatever right Palestinians will
have to live in some of the territories aforesaid, must be agreed to via
direct negotiations between Israel and Palestinians. 

Even a basic factual knowledge of Israel vs. Arab-Palestinians rela-
tions, leaves no doubt that it is unrelenting Palestinian Jew-Israel hatred
and criminal terrorism against innocent Israelis that has undermined all
two-state solution efforts.

Knowing that, check out the BDS and IJV websites. It will turn your
stomach as you read so many vicious blatantly false, demonizing and
delegitimizing anti-Israel views and accusations that are without doubt,
virulently antisemitic by any common sense definitions, including that of
the IHRA.
Bill Narvey 
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Ariel Karabelnicoff accepts new role as national sales director for Israel Bonds

A
fter four
years as
e x e c u t i v e

director of the
M a n i t o b a /
S a s k a t c h e w a n
office of the Jewish
National Fund,
Ariel Karabelnicoff
is moving on. At the

beginning of December, he will be assuming
his new role as national sales director for the
Israel Bonds organization based in Toronto.

“Honestly, after almost 17 years here, I
have mixed feelings about leaving
Winnipeg,” he says. “We built a home here.
Our kids grew up here. And we have made
many friends here.

“We weren’t planning on leaving. The
opportunity from Israel Bonds came up very
recently. This is an opportunity to continue
working on behalf of the State of Israel, but
on a larger scale.”

Originally from Argentina, Ariel Karabelnicoff made aliyah when he was
18. He studied Political Science at the Hebrew University – returning to
Argentina for a brief time in 1993 with Gaby, his wife - also from
Argentina, whom he met and married  in Israel. After a year spent studying
English and business in England, the couple returned to Israel, where
Karabelnicoff went into the IDF, serving in the territories.

In the late 1990s, he worked for a time as an aide to Labour politician and
cabinet minister Shlomo Ben-Ami. He left government service in 2000 to
work for the Gallup organization. A reorganization of the company left him
out in the cold. After returning briefly to an Argentina that was undergoing
economic and social turmoil, Ariel and Gaby looked to Canada for a fresh
start.

“We had heard about the Winnipeg Jewish community’s efforts to attract
Argentinian immigrants,” he recalled in an earlier interview. “Canada
seemed like the kind of place where you could make something of yourself
if you had talent.”

Karabelnicoff began his working career in Winnipeg in 2003, working

for the United Way. After a few
months, he was hired to work for
investment firm Jory Capital. In
2006, he was appointed as the
Winnipeg director for Israel Bonds.
At the time of the appointment, he
said that he welcomed the opportu-
nity to help Israel.

And, he has been working on
behalf of the State of Israel in one
capacity or another ever since.
Seven years running the Israel
Bond office here was followed by
two years as executive director of
the Winnipeg office of the
Canadian Associates of Ben-
Gurion University, and four years
with the JNF.

“I always said that working for
the JNF was a dream come true,”
he observes. “It has been a real
privilege working with supporters

in Manitoba and Saskatchewan to improve the lives of needy Israelis, be it
disabled soldiers and other Israelis, battered women, building green spaces
and planting trees.

“I feel that working in the service of Israel is more than a job. It is my
calling, my purpose in life.”

Karabelnicoff reports that Israel Bonds sales currently raise about $100
million U.S. a year. “Buying Israel Bonds is an excellent way to support
Israel,” he suggests. “It is a secure investment. The interest rates are very
competitive. Israel Bonds has  perfect record of repayment; never has there
been a default. Israel Bonds are a smart addition to your portfolio, whether
for investment purposes or for your RRSP.”

He adds that you can also buy bonds online. “You can buy a bond for as
little as $36,” he points out. “It could be a very nice gift.”

Although Israel Bonds hasn’t had an office in Winnipeg for some years,
Karabelnicoff notes that he will be delighted to also be the contact person,
along with his colleague, Phyllis, in Calgary. I expect to be keeping in close
contact with all of our bondholders in Winnipeg,” he says. “I will just be a
phone call away.”

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

ARIEL KARABELNICOFF in Israel March, 2017

A rabbi reacts to the senseless murder of a three-year-old
Introduction: Rabbi Kliel Rose of Etz Chayim Congregation had sent

the following message out to his congregants. He asked us whether we
would consider reprinting it in the JP&N: 

Dear Friends, 
Shalom Uvracha!
“Eicha” is the first word in the Book of Lamentations  which is recited

on the 9th of Av. This day is said to be the most somber of all the days on
the Jewish calendar, where we mark the destruction of the Holy Temple
in Jerusalem.

The word “Eicha” is expressed in Lamentations with a degree of help-
lessness and exasperation. The reader is encouraged to grapple with
understanding the meta-historical issues related to the disappearance of
the Jewish epicentre. And so we ask, “Why did God, who had once been
Israel’s redeemer, acquiesce to the destruction of God’s holy city and
temple? Why is God’s love no longer evident?”

Lamentations offer more questions than answers. However, as is often
true within our tradition, asking these questions is an important step in
coming to terms with the theological crisis posed by the destruction of the
Temple.

Today, I share these thoughts with you in a state of sorrow and I ask,
Eicha? How could it be that a 3 year old innocent child has been brutal-
ly murdered in our city? How will we respond to the needs of this child’s
family? And what will we do to ensure that no child is subject to such
brutality again?

Hunter Straight-Smith died this last Saturday at the hands of a sick and
deranged person. Hunter had been on life-support since arriving at the
hospital last Wednesday after being stabbed in the neck early that same
morning while he slept in his Pritchard Avenue home.

Eicha? This is all that came to me early Sunday morning as I read the
news of Hunter’s passing. How could a three-year-old child’s life be
taken? How does a parent, loved-one, neighbour, fellow city resident ever
move from a tragedy of this proportion?

Pritchard Avenue is just two kilometres from my childhood home. It’s
a little less than three kilometres from Etz Chayim. This is not some trav-
esty that took place in another province or some other country; it hap-

pened right here in the heart of the North End of Winnipeg. Eicha?
This past Sunday night I stood holding hands with strangers outside of

the little boy’s home on Pritchard Avenue. We were there gathered in the
dark, cold, and damp air. We came together to pray for the soul of this lit-
tle boy and to provide comfort to his family. Mostly, we listened to the
sounds of drums and the moving sacred Indigenous nation chants.

I didn’t understand the words that were chanted. So I just intuited what
was being said: Eicha? How could this happen to our child? How can we
ever reconcile the loss of this innocent child who had so much potential?
Creator/Great Spirit/God, how can we not be here for this family? How
can we not do everything in our power to alleviate their sorrow? How can
we attest to the reality that there is still reason to live in God’s universe
after this small precious life has been snatched from us?

Will we, and Hunter’s family, one day be able to believe that life real-
ly is worth living?

Judaism does advocate that by raising the questions of “Why?” or
“How”, it is one way to start seeing the blessings of life we have been
given. By posing the question, perhaps we might see that there is mean-
ing to what we are and how we function.

Of course, the impact of what happened - an indigenous child living in
the core area, murdered by a drug-addicted man, is not just a one-off ran-
dom situation. I believe this is indicative of many systemic issues facing
the Indigenous community in our city. There is a lot of work our society
needs to do and many important discussions that need to be had with
civic and community leaders.

And, I hope that members of our congregation and Jewish community
will have a role in those ongoing discussions.

Rabbi Abraham Heschel, a prophet in his generation, once eloquently
said “...morally speaking, there is no limit to the concern one must feel
for the suffering of human beings, that indifference to evil is worse than
evil itself, that in a free society, some are guilty, but all are responsible.”

Maybe this is just another way of asking the age old question after the
tragic loss of life, Eicha–how can we refrain from showing our full capac-
ity for being compassionate beings at this time? 

L’Shalom,
Kliel 
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Belgian Jewish baker launches
Europe’s first mass-produced

cannabis bread
By 

CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
A M S T E R D A M

(JTA) – Connoisseurs
can find a wide range
of products containing
cannabis in the
Netherlands, where it
has long been practical-
ly legal: Cannabis pop-
sicles, lollipops, chocolate and soap are but a few of the products avail-
able for purchase in the Dutch capital.

But don’t expect to have an easy time of it if you’re looking for some-
thing to hold your lunchtime turkey slices. For that, you will need to take
a trip to neighboring Belgium, where a Jewish baker is about to launch
Europe’s first commercial line of cannabis bread.

Cannabread will be available for purchase in Carrefour supermarkets in
Brussels and two other Belgian cities later in November, according to a
report last month in Vice Belgium. The bread is already on sale in at least
one of five Lowy’s bakery shops in Brussels.

Lowy’s owner Charly Lowy said about 15 percent of the dough in
Cannabread is made from cannabis seeds, but eating the bread will not
get you high. 

The level of THC, the psychoactive chemical in cannabis, is low, which
is also why it can be sold without restrictions in Belgium, where mari-
juana laws are more restrictive. Cannabread is also certified organic and,
according to Lowy, full of minerals, vitamin E, Omega 3 and 6, fibers,
carotene and magnesium.

“The bread is intended first and foremost for people who just love
bread, and different kinds of it,” Lowy told the Jewish Telegraphic
Agency. “But it’s true that cannabis products are in right now.”

Boutique bakers in the Netherlands and beyond have occasionally
offered cannabis bread in the past, but Lowy is the first to mass produce
it, according to media reports.

While not intoxicating, the bread does taste and smell like cannabis, the
Vice report said. Which may be why Belgium’s Federal Agency for the
Safety of the Food Chain raided the bakery in 2018 and destroyed Lowy’s
entire stock of Cannabread, citing the absence of certificates proving it
does not get people high.

Lowy is tall and handsome. The Vice writer found him to resemble Don
Draper, the lead character portrayed by Jon Hamm in the hit television
drama “Mad Men.” And he has a history of baking innovative breads,
including one with beer and a purple bread containing wild rice.

His family story is also a common European Jewish tale of success
amid adversity. His late father, Otto, fled to Belgium from his native
Austria, when it was annexed by Nazi Germany in 1938. After the Nazis
invaded Belgium in 1940, Otto went underground. It was then, during the
most perilous period of his life, that he met his wife, Hania, a Jewish
immigrant from Poland. They wed in 1942 and had three children. Charly
is the youngest.

When Otto died in 1980, Charly, who was then studying political sci-
ence, took over the bakery and massively expanded the family business
that his father had established in 1947.

Back then, the bakery’s motto was: “Bread, that’s all.”
No longer.
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A Message from Rabbi Allan Finkel
Each of our Jewish holidays collects great themes and provides opportu-

nities for reflection and learning. At this point in the year, though, our
Jewish calendar seems to go quiet in that long two-month gap between
Sukkot and Chanukah. But that doesn’t mean that we go quiet as well. 

There is a significant holiday in our secular world that shows up right in
the middle of that gap – Remembrance Day on November 11, where we
recall the two World Wars of the 20th century, recalling the horrors of wars,
those who served and fell to protect our ways of life, and the debt we owe
to our armed forces, past and present.

As Jews, we can take so much more from this national moment. Every
experience of war reminds us of its opposite, peace, and what our role might
be, as Jews and as human beings. War is difficult, the causes are complex
and the consequences are horrific. But it all starts with decisions that lead to
collective actions of the worst kinds that have nothing to do with our true
purpose in the world, to live b’tzelem Adonai, in God’s image. 

I’d suggest that the reminders of war should recommit us individually
and as a community to seek peace, not just for Israel or Canada, but to a
world of peace. At Temple Shalom, at this time of year, our congregants
organize a Friday evening Peace Service, embellishing the service with
songs from the American songbook that remind us of our responsibilities
to remember that just as war is possible by human action, so is peace.

These are actually central elements of Reform Judaism, where we define
ourselves as a religion of ethical monotheism, with a commitment to social
action derived from the biblical prophetic vision of a world without social
ills as poverty, discrimination and war. Our Reform rabbis marched with
Reverend Martin Luther King, not because it was a Jewish issue but
because it was a world issue. And that made it a Jewish issue. So it is with
peace. As Jews and as human beings, let us all do our part to achieve that
prophetic vision.

Friday, Nov 15 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Allan Finkel 
with Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Friday, Nov 22 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar
with Cantor Len Udow and David Vamos

Saturday, Nov 23 8pm WJT “The Golem & the Mighty Swing” at 
the Berney Theatre. 
(gather at the theatre to watch the play together) 

Sunday, Nov 24 10:30-12 Brunch & Learn with Rabbi Allan Finkel 
“History of Reform Judaism”

Friday, Nov 29 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service
lay led by Ruthie Soudack-Maman with 
Cantor Len Udow & the FNL Band

Friday, Dec 6 7:30pm Shabbat Torah Service led by Rabbi Allan Finkel

Charly Lowy in Brussels, Belgium. (Courtesy of Lowy)
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Looking back

What the fall of the Berlin Wall meant for Eastern European Jews
By LIAM HOARE

VIENNA (JTA) – “Neither ox nor
donkey can block the path to social-
ism,” the East German leader Erich
Honecker boldly declared on Aug. 14,
1989. Less than three months later, on
Nov. 9, the Berlin Wall would fall.

Newsweek’s then-Berlin bureau chief
Michael Meyer called 1989 the year
that changed the world. In “We the
People,” British historian Timothy
Garton Ash described the opening of
the Berlin Wall as “a moment of eman-
cipation and liberation.” Ron Zuriel, a
Jewish photography enthusiast, went to
the wall frequently in the days follow-
ing Nov. 9 to capture the moment. He
told Mark Kurlansky for his 1995 book
“A Chosen Few” that East Germans “came into a different world.”

Thirty years later, Garton Ash acknowledges that across Central and
Eastern Europe, “the reality” of post-Berlin Wall Europe “did not live up to
the dream.” Such is the nature of revolution on the one hand, though it is
certainly true that the fruits of 1989 were not evenly shared.

But if one community can be said to have been entirely transformed by
the Velvet Revolutions of that year and the sometimes-bumpy transition
from communism to democracy, it would be Eastern European Jewry.

After 1945, Holocaust survivors in Western Europe, augmented by immi-
grants from Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union and North Africa, were able
to rebuild Jewish life following the destructive fascist experience. But
Judaism under communism became what Kurlansky describes in “A
Chosen Few” as a “death cult.” Though community bonds remained, reli-
gion and Zionism were anathema to communism. Jewish identity became
a secret and Judaism itself withered.

Things began to change in the late 1980s when non-Jews in Poland, for
example, took a renewed interest in Judaism, leading to the birth of the
Krakow Jewish Culture Festival. Yet it was only post-1989, after the com-
munist monopoly on power had been eradicated, that Jewish life itself
could be revived.

There were teething problems, particularly in Germany, as Kurlansky
captured. Separated for 40 years, the two Germanys had developed two
Judaisms.

“The biggest event of the year at the [East Berlin] synagogue was the
annual memorial to Kristallnacht,” Kurlansky writes, adding that though
there was an official East German Jewish Community that put on lectures
and cultural events, for most Jews in the GDR, their new religion was
socialism.

After reunification, East Germans felt that they had been colonized by the
West, their institutions dissolved and way of life dismissed. 

Intracommunal conflict and questions
surrounding financial sustainability
have not gone away. Still, to survey the
past 30 years is to witness Judaism,
once buried, being brought back into
existence. Anyone who has reported
from the region since the fall of the
Berlin Wall has heard their own stories
of young people whose parents
unearthed their Jewishness, bequeath-
ing to their children a secret that they
knew need not be hidden any longer.

Since 1989, Judaism in Eastern
Europe has multiplied. The work of the
JDC and Hillel International, Moishe
House and the Lauder Foundation has
given birth to new Jewish schools, com-
munity and cultural centers in Warsaw

and Krakow, Budapest and Timisoara, and with it, new avenues and
approaches to Judaism. Synagogues like Fraenkelufer in Berlin have been
rejuvenated, new communities including Warsaw’s Reform Beit Warszawa
established, while the post-’89 generation of Jewish leadership like Alek
Oskar, president of Organization of the Jews in Bulgaria, has arisen to take
the reins of community institutions.

And the freedom to travel and the birth of cheap air travel has strength-
ened Eastern European Jewry’s connection to Israel, as did programs like
the Jewish Agency’s MiNYamin Fellowship.

The fall of the Berlin Wall and the Velvet Revolutions of 1989 made all
this possible. It was a victory for Jewish life. Communism could not pro-
vide the conditions necessary to live as a minority, be one Jewish, Roma or
LGBT. Only liberal democracy offers the basis for stable Jewish life in
Europe. This means not only the freedom of speech and thought, assembly
and association, but also the right to private and family life and, as impor-
tant, the rule of law and equal treatment thereunder.

Of course, whether in Hungary – an authoritarian state with a democrat-
ic facade where neo-Nazis recently demonstrated in front of a Jewish-run
community center – or Poland, those conditions are now being deliberate-
ly undermined and the gifts of 1989 squandered.

“We know you can turn an aquarium into fish soup,” so went the joke
picked up by Garton Ash in 1989, “but can you turn fish soup back into an
aquarium?” 

The challenge after the fall of the Berlin Wall was, in other words,
tremendous. Its anniversary is a reminder not just of the work that has been
done in the name of liberty, democracy and rebuilding Jewish life in
Central and Eastern Europe but that which is still to come.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Fish and chips’ surprising Jewish history
By RONNIE FEIN

This story originally appeared on The Nosher.
You may be surprised to learn that fish and chips, though wildly popu-

lar in England for what seems like an eternity, actually was a specialty of
the Portuguese Sephardic Jews who fled the Inquisition in the 16th cen-
tury and found refuge in the British Isles. Celebrity chef Jamie Oliver
referred to this recently in an article in The New York Times, adding that
“Dishes evolve, impacted by trade, war, famine and a hundred other
forces.” 

Among those “other forces” are dishes born of religious ritual. For
observant Jews, fish is pareve, a neutral food in kosher terms, thus an
easy way to avoid treif (non-kosher food) and possibly include dairy in
the same meal. It was especially important for Marranos, the so-called
crypto-Jews, who pretended to be Christian during the Inquisition. They
ate fish on Fridays, when meat was forbidden by the Church, and also
saved some to eat cold the next day at lunch to avoid cooking on Shabbat. 

Frying was natural for Jewish home cooks – think of latkes and suf-
ganyiot – and as the Jewish community began to flourish in England, it
spurred a taste for its beloved fried, battered fish throughout the country.
According to Claudia Roden’s “The Book of Jewish Food,” Thomas
Jefferson tried some on a trip to London and said he ate “fish in the
Jewish fashion” during his visit. Alexis Soyer, a French cook who
became a celebrated chef in Victorian England, included a recipe for
“Fried Fish, Jewish Fashion” in the first edition of his 1845 cookbook “A
Shilling Cookery for the People.” Soyer’s recipe notes that the “Jewish
manner” includes using oil rather than meat fat (presumably lard), which
made the dish taste better, though also made it more expensive.

There’s some dispute about the where and when of “chips” (what we

Americans call French fries and the French call pommes frites). Many
historians say that deep-fried, cut-up potatoes were invented in Belgium
and, in fact, substituted for the fish during hard times. The first time the
word “chips” was used was in Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities”
in 1859: “husky chips of potato, fried with some reluctant drops of oil.”

The official pairing of fish and chips didn’t happen until a few years
later, though. Although there are some who dispute it, most authorities
say that it is thanks to a Jewish cook, this time a young Ashkenazi immi-
grant named Joseph Malin, who opened the first British chippy, aka fish
and chip shop, in London in 1863. The shop was so successful it
remained in business until the 1970s.

Who could foresee that fearful Jewish immigrants hiding their true reli-
gion and practicing in secret would be responsible for creating one of the
most iconic dishes in the U.K.? The down-home dish that Winston
Churchill claimed help the British defeat the Nazis, the comfort food that
George Orwell said helped keep the masses happy and “averted revolu-
tion.” The dish, by the way, that was among the only foods never rationed
during wartime because the British government believed that preserving
access to it was a way of keeping up morale. A dish that continues to be
a mainstay of the British diet. 

Think about that the next time you find yourself feasting on this cen-
turies-old – Jewish? British? – recipe. 

These days, some restaurants are putting a new spin on fish and chips.
Almond crusted. Baked instead of fried. Quinoa coated. Sweet potato
fries instead of regular. And those are all fine; as Oliver says, “Dishes
evolve.” But plain old fish and chips endures and probably always will.
Good recipes usually do.

The Berlin Wall opens in November 1989. 
(Patrick PIEL/Gamma-Rapho via Getty Images)
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Gershom Scholem is one of the greatest Jewish intellectuals of

all times. In his new book “The Scholems: A Story of the
German-Jewish Bourgeoisie from Emancipation to Destruction,
historian Jay Howard Geller tells the story of an assimilated
Berlin based Jewish family of printers: Gershom became a
scholar of Jewish mysticism, a liberal Zionist, and a professor at
the Hebrew University, while his brother Ernest, a cosmopolitan
communist perished by the hand of the Gestapo. The rest of the
family immigrated to Australia. The fascinating story of the
Scholems is the story of Jews and modernity.

Upcoming Shows - 
The Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM
on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com

On November 17th, Gerry Posner’s guest will be Martin
Gurvey who has been a chiropractor in both Winnipeg and
Toronto. 

On November 24th Regine Frankel talks with Earl Barish, a
well known businessman, active in our community.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:.
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Shaftesbury Park residents
donate “Toonies for Trees”

By BERNIE BELLAN
On Wednesday, November 5, residents of Shaftesbury Park

Retirement Residence were involved in a project designed to
raise their environmental awareness about the dangers of climate
change.

Titled “Toonies for Trees”, the day included a variety of activ-
ities meant to educate residents as to the impact that climate
change has been having on our planet. Residents were also
encouraged to drop toonies into a collection bin near the entrance
of the residence. All money collected is to stay in Manitoba.

Beginning with a “Toonies for Trees Hallway Walk” at 9:30
am, then proceeding to view a film in the theatre of Greta
Thundberg’s recent speech at the United Nations, followed by a
documentary film about world-famous naturalist Jame Goodall’s
work with apes, residents were able to pick and choose all
through the morning which events might be of interest.

Other events followed throughout the day, ending with a view-
ing  of the delightful documentary, “March of the Penguins”.

Diverse activities are part of the programming at Shaftesbury
Park Residence.

Naftali Bennett named Israel’s defense minis-
ter as his party joins with Netanyahu’s Likud

(JTA) — Naftali Bennett, head of the New Right party, has
been appointed Israel’s defense minister while agreeing to have
his party join with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud
to form a single Knesset faction.

Netanyahu, who heads a caretaker government pending coali-
tion talks following the September general election, appointed
Bennett on Friday, the same day of the joint agreement on their
parties, Ynet reported.

Netanyahu failed in his bid to form a government following the
September election. Though the union with New Right could
make Likud the largest party in Israel, it is unlikely to affect any
efforts to form a ruling coalition. It would, however, shore up
Netanyahu’s position in the event of another election.

Benny Gantz, who heads the centrist Blue and White party, is
in talks with various parties but has reported no major break-
throughs and appears gridlocked. He has another 13 days.

If he fails to come up with a coalition by the end of that
deadline, there will be another three-week period in which
any lawmaker may receive the endorsement of 61 lawmakers
to become prime minister. If that does not happen, a new elec-
tion – the third since April – will be called.
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Education

Five innovative ways Jewish day schools are reducing tuition costs
By BEN HARRIS

A
sk any parent of Jewish day school stu-
dents about the biggest challenge they
face in providing a solid Jewish education

for their kids: Chances are they’ll talk about
tuition.

At some schools in the New York-New Jersey
area, where most U.S. Jewish day school stu-
dents are located, annual tuition fees of $30,000
in high school and $20,000 in elementary school
are not unusual.

Mindful of the challenge, schools and commu-
nities across the country are experimenting with
various strategies to keep Jewish education
affordable – even for families that don’t qualify
for financial aid. Here are five examples of inno-
vative tuition-reduction approaches.

Put a cap on it
At Westchester Day School in Mamaroneck, New York, the elementary

school offers a limit on how much parents must pay as a percentage of their
income.

A calculator on the school’s website enables parents to plug in their
adjusted gross income (line 7 on the 2018 IRS 1040 form) and immediate-
ly see how much they’d have to pay. The calculator automatically adjusts
fees based on how many kids the family is enrolling and whether they also
have children in area Jewish high schools.

For example, for a family with an adjusted gross income of $150,000 and
one child in the school, tuition is capped at 13 percent of income, or
$19,500. If a family with the same income has three kids in the school and
one in high school, the cap is approximately 26 percent of AGI, yielding a
tuition of $13,156 per child. The maximum discount for a family is 40 per-
cent.

The advantages of this approach, say administrators, is that it cuts out a
lengthy, invasive and often subjective financial aid process in favor of a
simple one. It also allows families to better plan for the future because
under the previous system, it wasn’t a given that the financial assistance
received for one school year would be offered in subsequent ones.

“We did not launch this program to drive enrollment,” said Aaron
Lauchheimer, the school’s president. “It was more thinking about trying dif-
ferent ways to provide assistance to families in a more dignified manner.”

Cut in half, then give it back
Basic economic theory posits that if you cut the price of something,

demand surges. If it rises enough, increased revenue offsets the reduced
sticker price.

That’s the theory behind a program at the San Diego Jewish Academy to
cut the cost of tuition by 50 percent. Called the Open Door Program, the
effort initially offered half-price tuition to parents of students in kinder-
garten and ninth grade and guaranteed the reduction for four years. In
return, the school asked parents to return the savings to the school in the
form of a tax-deductible donation, though the donation is not required.
Tuition at the school currently runs $24,000 to $28,000 per year.

The program aims to bump up enrollment at the pluralistic school, which
is the only non-Orthodox day school in the San Diego area. The percentage
of new students brought in by the program will determine whether it can
continue and how much the school must raise to fund it.

In the first year, kindergarten enrollment jumped a whopping 80 percent,
and ninth grade increased by 50 percent. About half of kindergarten par-
ents made the voluntary contribution back to the school, according to the
head of school, Chaim Heller.

“The bottom line is we can’t keep doing the same old thing here and cry
that the Jewish community is disappearing,” Heller said. “Here we’re tak-
ing our future in our hands. We’re being very proactive.”

The Open Door Program is part of a broader $15 million effort to
enhance the overall quality of the school. Heller is banking on the fact that
within a few years, parents will be so pleased with the school that they will
keep their kids enrolled even if tuition rises.

Get rid of the frills and tinker with the learning model
Much has been written about schools that achieve major tuition savings

by slimming down the administration and pursuing other cost savings.
Yeshivat He’Atid, an Orthodox day school in Teaneck, New Jersey, com-
bines a no-frills approach with blended-learning classroom instruction to
keep down costs.

The school opened in 2012 with 116 students in three grades. This acad-
emic year, the school has over 550 students and will be graduating its first
eighth-grade class. Tuition is $10,150 until fifth grade and $11,400 in mid-
dle school. By contrast, Manhattan’s Abraham Joshua Heschel School
charges more than $43,000 beginning in kindergarten.

Yeshiva He’Atid has limited costs in various ways. Because of the rela-
tively low tuition, nearly all the parents pay full freight, which reduces the
need to set aside a lot of money for scholarships and hire fundraisers.
Teachers with children in the school receive a smaller tuition break than
their colleagues at other schools. Administrative overhead is slimmer: the
school has no admissions director or development director. And class sizes

are larger, often 25 students with just one teacher
and one assistant.

The key to making it all work is the school’s
rotational classroom model in which the class is
split into multiple groups. Two groups might
work with an instructor, while two others might
do self-guided work or computerized lessons.

Administrators say this blended-learning
model saves money and can deliver better
results than traditional instruction.

“Just being a cheap school is never going to
work,” said Rabbi Tomer Ronen, Yeshivat
He’Atid’s head of school. “We were able to
prove that you can deliver excellent Jewish edu-
cation in an affordable way and not have this
massive hole in your budget every year and

have to go fundraise to cover the gap.”
Get the state to pay for it
In recent years Jewish day schools have been increasingly successful at

winning public money for a whole range of purposes, from security to tech-
nology education to nursing assistance. But states with tax-credit scholar-
ship programs can bring cost savings to a whole other level.

In Pennsylvania, state scholarship programs now funnel millions of dol-
lars each year to help defray tuition at Jewish day schools in the state. The
programs essentially allow corporations (or groups of individuals who set
up “special-purpose entities”) to get 90 percent of their contributions to
Jewish day schools returned to them in the form of tax credits. The monies
are then used to fund scholarships to the schools.

At the Silver Academy in Harrisburg, this has proven to be a godsend.
The school only has about 50 students and an annual budget of about
$900,000. Funds collected through the state programs account for about
$400,000 of the budget.

Scott Rubin, Silver’s treasurer, says the money has enabled the school to
make good on its promise to provide an education to any Jewish child who
wants one, regardless of their ability to pay.

“This program has changed the way that we do fundraising because it
enables people to contribute tenfold what they normally do,” Rubin said.

In Philadelphia, the Jewish federation has a full-time staffer whose job is
to provide back-end support for the tax-credit program. In the last fiscal
year, nearly $14 million was raised through the program for Jewish schools
in the area.

State tax incentives now funnel millions of dollars through similar pro-
grams, according to the website Ed Choice. And federal legislation is pend-
ing to create an incentive program urging more states to get on board.

“There’s literally hundreds of millions of dollars being pumped into K-
12 education systems across the states that would not otherwise be there,”
said Nathan Diament, executive director of the Orthodox Union’s
Advocacy Center in Washington, D.C.

Use philanthropy to reduce cost barriers to enrollment
In Toronto, two donors gave $15 million (Canadian) in 2017 to reduce

tuition by more than one-third at TanenbaumCHAT, one of the only non-
Orthodox day schools there. Enrollment surged.

The year before the program began, tuition at the school was at $26,500
and heading north. The donation brought it down to $18,000. The school
reported a 70 percent rise in enrollment for grade 9 the following
September and 150 new students overall.

“It led to huge increases in enrollment, proving the point that it’s cost
that’s the limiting factor,” said Evan Mazin, director of educational capac-
ity building at UJA Federation of Greater Toronto. “We care about enroll-
ment. That’s what we want to solve for. And affordability is the biggest lim-
iting factor for enrollment.”

Other communities have launched similar initiatives, but none on the
scale of Toronto.

In Boston, a $2.1 million community fund provides up to $6,000 in
tuition subsidies for three years to new students at any of the city’s Jewish
day schools. This summer, the newly formed New England Jewish
Academy in West Hartford, Connecticut, announced a tuition subsidy pro-
gram that would reduce tuition in grades K-12 by as much as half.

In Southern California, Kadima Day School in the San Fernando Valley,
outside Los Angeles, cut tuition across the board by 40 percent two years
ago. For elementary and middle school, it now runs about $15,000 per year,
well below what comparable Los Angeles-area Jewish schools charge. The
hope is that increased enrollment will offset the reduced tuition.

“The school can easily accommodate another 50 or 60 kids,” said head of
school Steven Lorch. “If we had enrollment in the 250, 260 range, we
would have made up the difference.”

This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership with the Avi
Chai Foundation, which is committed to the perpetuation of the Jewish
people, Judaism and the centrality of the State of Israel to the Jewish peo-
ple. In North America, the foundation works to advance the Jewish day
school and overnight summer camp fields. This article was produced by
JTA’s native content team.

Jewish day schools across the country are
experimenting with different models to reduce
tuition. 
(Courtesy of the Hillel Torah North Suburban Day School)



A
t the heart of the
Hula Valley,
home to millions

of migrating birds and
hundreds of thousands of
tourists every year, a
brand new, eco-friendly
and hi-tech visitor center
was launched on
November 6.

After 10 years of plan-
ning and construction,
the visitor center is now
active, offering guests
various attractions -
including state-of-the-art
VR stations simulating a
flight from the eyes of a
migrating bird, a 194 sq. ft. digital, gesture-con-
trolled wall that projects a live feed of surround-
ing migrating birds, a 3D digital model of the
Hula Valley, dynamically updated with terrain
data, a 220 seatsauditorium fitted with a 4K pro-
jector that will remain open to the public, and
more

The official opening ceremony was held in the
presence of Mr. Daniel Atar, KKL-JNF World
Chairman and the Rt. Hon. Stephen J. Harper,
22nd Prime Minister of Canada, both of whom
greeted the guests, along with dignitaries and
KKL-JNF representatives from around the
world.

Daniel Atar, KKL-JNF World Chairman:
“Lake Hula is a prime destination not only for
migrating birds, but for tourists everywhere.
This new beautiful center is going to bring in
many more visitors, and lift up the entire econo-
my for the whole area of the Northern Galilee.”

Rt. Hon. Stephen J. Harper: “This park is
one of the greatest restoration stories, just like
this country is to the Jewish people. It is a mag-
nificent honor to have this center named after my
name, and I am grateful for this beautiful occa-
sion.”
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Brand new and state of the art: 
The Stephen J. Harper KKL-JNF Hula Valley Visitor Centre launched

Former Canadian
prime minister
Stephen Harper
and his wife,
Laureen, at the
r ibbon-cut t ing
ceremony Nov 6

Israeli PM Netanyahu at a gala dinner held in
Stephen Harper’s honour Nov. 5: "Stephen,
you have stood up for our values time and
again. You’re still doing that today. And we
welcome you once again to Jerusalem.
Welcome, friend."
KKL-JNF hosted a celebratory gala dinner
ahead of the brand new Hula Valley Visitor
Centre grand opening. 
Israeli PM Netanyahu, former Canadian PM
Stephen J. Harper, KKL-JNF World
Chairman Daniel Atar and Israeli state-offi-
cials attended a gala dinner, along with
donors, ambassadors and dignitaries from
KKL-JNF branches around the world.
Former Canadian PM Harper greeted the
guests and welcomed everyone to visit the
brand new visitor center.

Israel’s Trump Heights receives 1st inhabitants

By CNAAN
LIPHSHIZ

(JTA) — A board-
ing school for under-
privileged youths in
Israel was inaugurat-
ed in Trump Heights
in the Golan.

The opening
Thursday of the
boarding school,
which is designed to
prepare several hun-
dred teenagers from
troubled homes for a
meaningful service
in the Israel Defense
Forces, marks the
first arrival of people
to the settlement that
was declared as established there in June and named after President
Donald Trump.

The United States recognized the Golan Heights, which Israel seized
from Syria in the 1967 war, as part of Israel through a presidential
proclamation signed by Trump on March 25. The government of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu decided to name a town for him in the
Golan as a sign of appreciation and gratitude for this move, Netanyahu
has said. Its naming for Trump has caused controversy in Israel.

About 20 families are scheduled to move to Trump Heights in the
summer of 2020, the news site Srugim reported, including both obser-
vant Jewish families and secular new residents.

The boarding school headed by Uriel Eldad will belong to the network
of Mechinat Shachar, an institution that specializes in preparing high
school graduates for excelling in the army.

At the Trump Heights boarding house, or mechinah, secular and
observant Jewish youths will live for six months prior to their enlist-
ment, Uriel told Srugim.

Trump Heights, which was announced when it was still uninhabited
and largely unbuilt, is the second Israeli town named after an American
president, with the first one being Kfar Truman, a moshav in central
Israel.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, right, his wife Sara , United
States Ambassador to Israel David
Friedman, left, his wife Tammy pose during
the inauguration of a new settlement named
after President Donald Trump in the Golan
Heights, Sunday, June 16, 2019. 

AP Photo/Ariel Schalit
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Writer tells incredibly harrowing 
story of dealing with drug 

and alcohol addiction
“In Pillness and in Health – a memoir”

By BERNIE BELLAN

A
few weeks back I was con-
tacted by reader Debby
Davis, who asked me if I

would be interested in reading a new
book by someone by the name of
Henriette Ivanans. Debby added that
Henriette is married to Kevin
McIntyre, whom I know.

Without going into much detail,
Debby told me that Henriette’s story
is absolutely riveting. I responded to
Debby that I would certainly be
open to taking a look at the book –
and soon thereafter I was contacted
by Henriette herself, who told me
that she could drop a copy of her
book off at my house.

Now, I should explain that I had
written an article about Kevin
McIntyre a few years back when I
chanced to meet him at the Etz
Chayim Synagogue one summer Saturday morning in 2016. (I first me him at
Rainbow Stage years ago, when Kevin was a frequent performer in produc-
tions there.) 

When I saw him again in 2016, however, Kevin explained to me that he had
converted to Judaism, hence my article about him that year. (If you want to
read that story, it’s still online on our website. Just Google “Kevin McIntyre
Winnipeg” and it will be at the top of the search results.)

When I reread my story about Kevin – to see whether there was any men-
tion of his wife, here’s what I found I had written: “ In due course Kevin did
convert to Judaism – about a year and a half ago’, he said. I asked whether his
wife had converted as well. He answered that she’s in the class at the
American Jewish University – also with the intention of converting.”

So, naturally, when I happened to meet Kevin’s wife when she came to my
door, I asked her whether her book mentions Kevin and her being Jewish? (I

assumed that she had completed the conversion process.)
Henriette looked a little uncomfortable when I asked her

that question. She said that the book isn’t really about that
aspect of their lives. 

“But ours is a Jewish paper,” I said to her. “If I’m going to
review your book, I really should have a Jewish angle.”

Henriette said she would leave it up to me to decide whether
I’d like to review her book – and so, after what couldn’t have
been more than a 30-second encounter, I was left wondering
whether the book I had just been handed merited being writ-
ten about in a Jewish newspaper.

And then – we were sent an advertisement by Jewish Child
and Family Service for an upcoming program to be held
November 25 at the Shaarey Zedek titled “Secret No More”,
which will feature two individuals by the names of Lisa and
Jacob Hillman “sharing their story of hope and healing
through opioid addiction”.

It occurred to me that writing about Henriette’s book might
serve as a perfect segue´ for that program. (That thought
crossed my mind before I actually began to read “In Pillness
and in Health”.)

Once I had read the first few pages of the book, however, I
realized that I had entered into a world that read like some-
one’s worst nightmare. Not only was Henriette addicted to so
many different drugs – including an entire gamut of opioids,
barbituates, and benzodiazepines, she also became an alco-
holic. And – you’re plunged into her hellish world from page
one.

I don’t know how many of our readers will be able to relate
to Henriette’s experience. I’m sure that many will – at least in
part, as the abuse of prescription drugs, especially opioids, has
become an epidemic in our modern world. But, I daresay that
very few individuals will be able to compete with Henriette to
the extent that she abused drugs.

That being said though, there’s a reason that Henriette
Ivanans became such a hopeless drug addict: Her kidney
failed when she was a teen and she had to undergo a kidney
transplant when she was only 19 (her mother was the donor).
That led to a steady diet of
painkillers, beginning with

All About Jews
2019 Winter Friday Series at 

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
After a terrific fall season, All About Jews launches the winter com-

ponent of its fabulous Friday lunchtime series featuring two concerts
on Jewish music and culture. This series is produced by Karla
Berbrayer.

On Friday November 22, Sarah Sommer (vocals) and her accompa-
nist will present Synagogue Music: From Sacred to Secular. The pro-
gram will include a brief overview of musical styles traditionally
found in the synagogue, as well as Jewish secular music, to explore the
intersection upon which these two musical styles meet. There will be
opportunities for audience participation! 

Sarah Sommer is an active performer, choral conductor, and music
educator in Winnipeg. As a professional vocalist, she has appeared as
a choir member and soloist with some of Manitoba’s premier choral
ensembles. Sarah has been a member of the Shaarey Zedek Quartet
and Congregation Etz Chayim Choir, and is the current director of the
Yona Children’s Choir, and the Congregation Etz Chayim Choir. Sarah
served as Vocal Director of the Chai Folk Ensemble from 2011 to
2017. Currently, she teaches music at Brock Corydon School. 

To close out our season, on Friday December 20th, Debbie
Maslowsky, vocals, and Danny Carroll, keyboard, will present Have a
Jolly Jewish Christmas. Debbie is thrilled to be partnering with her
longtime friend Danny Carroll on celebrating Jewish composers of
famous Christmas CARROLLS! Oops! That’s carols.

Debbie feels very fortunate for her extensive musical theatre career.
She has been featured in 16 Rainbow Stage productions, with Guys
and Dolls being her first Rainbow show in 1992 and her most recent
production with Rainbow Stage and the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra last March. Debbie’s current season also included playing
Mama Morton in Chicago (Pizza Party Productions). Other career
highlights include: Billy Elliot, Cabaret, Miracle on South Division
Street, Grumpy Old Men, The Drowsy Chaperone (with Theatre
Calgary), My Fair Lady (RMTC); Honk, Seussical (MTYP); The
Rothschilds, Chutzpah A Go Go, Hello Muddah Hello Fadduh, Stars of
David (WJT). Debbie is proud to be on Rainbow’s Wall of Fame and
has been featured in film and television.

Continued on next page.
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Tylenol with codeine (on top
of the immunosuppressives
that any transplant recipient
must take for the rest of their
life), that rapidly escalated
into ever stronger drugs.

Reading the account of
what Henriette went through
is like reading a guide to
pharmacology. Here are the
first few chapter titles:
“Xanax 2011”, “Xanax
2006”, “Prednisone”,
“Fiorinal 2008” (and I have
to admit I had never heard of
Fiorinal. Henriette’s love
affair with that drug is mind-
blowing, and that’s not meant
as a pun. Can you imagine digesting 200 pills at one time – of anything, never
mind a drug that is described this way: “Serious, life-threatening, or fatal res-
piratory depression has been reported with the use of Fiorinal even when used
as recommended.”)

By now, you would have realized that “In Pillness and in Health” is not
exactly a light-hearted read. But, when my wife would ask me: “Do you like
the book?” as I continued to read it night after night, I said it’s like watching
a car crash; you just can’t look away.

On top of everything else, moreover, Henriette Ivanans is one hell of a good
writer. It was hard for me to equate someone so incredibly talented with being
so ferociously self-destructive at the same time. Her plunging into the most
harrowing details of her addiction – from her constant craving for more and
more drugs, washed down with voluminous quantities of alcohol, to the abuse
to which she subjects her oh-so-incredibly patient husband, Kevin…well, her
gut-wrenching honesty about her own addiction is downright astonishing.

If you want to get a glimpse of what Henriette’s life was like – until quite
recently, that is, go to her very well-done website: www.henrietteivanans.com.
You might also be surprised to learn that Henriette had quite a successful acting
career for a time – even while she was heavily medicating herself. Further, when
you look at pictures of her when she was younger – she was absolutely gor-
geous, yet she also has pictures of herself when her kidney had failed again –
and she was an addict, so she doesn’t try and hide how far down she had fallen.

“In Pillness and in Health” is not exactly a tale of redemption either. You
realize fairly early on that drug addiction of any sort is not something to which
anyone can say good bye. At best, they can try and stay clean through an ardu-
ous process of constant self-evaluation and by being brutally honest about
their addiction.

If this review seems like it’s going on a mite too long, it’s because I found
myself asking this question over and over again, while I was reading this
book: “How on earth is Henriette Ivanans still alive – never mind apparently
doing quite well – and living in Winnipeg, of all places?” (The book doesn’t
answer how she ended up back here, although Kevin McIntyre is from
Winnipeg.)

This book was originally written as an exercise in a writer’s course at UCLA
(in 2015). It won something called the “Allegra Johnson Award in Memoir
Writing”. Presumably, Henriette was subsequently encouraged to publish her
work for a wider audience. As she notes on her website, “In Pillness and in
Health is a medical memoir masquerading as a Jennifer Weiner beach read.
Fans of Bill Clegg’s visceral prose, Carrie Fisher’s wry commentary, and Paul
Kalanithi’s graceful medical writing will appreciate this against-all-odds jour-
ney, as I break up with Pills and learn how to love again.”

That pretty well sums it up – definitely not for the faint-of–heart, however.

Here is an excerpt from “In Pillness and in Health” :
Top 25 Ways I am Powerless over Drugs and Alcohol
(From my 2012 list. The following appear throughout In Pillness)
1. June 2010. Taking 120 Fiorinal in 3 days. Hospitalized at Cedars-

Sinai. Kevin talking the ER psychiatrist out of 51/50-ing me. (temporary
involuntary psychiatric commitment in California)

2. Winter 2011. Drinking every day and abusing Xanax on dialysis.
3. April 15, 2011. Having a beer the second I was discharged from the

hospital, post-transplant.
4. Throwing my wedding ring out the car window during a huge fight

with Kevin.
5. Buying 4 bottles of wine, hiding 3 from Kevin and placing one on the

counter.
6. Having one glass of wine going and another hidden on the water

heater behind the laundry soap.
7. Since 1996, every time I went to Canada, the first thing I would do is

go to a Shoppers Drug Mart and buy Tylenol 1 with Codeine…the list goes on
for two more pages – you get the idea.

“In Pillness and in Health” is available at McNally Robinson
Booksellers. You can also buy it directly from Henriette on her website.
It’s also available for the Kindle.

Continued from 
previous page.

Later this month,
Canadian collectors
will have the chance
to own a piece of
Winnipeg Jewish
history when an out-
standing painting by
William Kurelek
comes to auction at
Heffel on November
20.

The 1975 painting,
Old Dufferin Street
Market, Winnipeg, is
a rendition of a work
from one of
Kurelek’s passionate
projects, the 16-part
series titled Jewish Life in Canada, recorded in a book of the same title.

The dynamic and detailed scene depicts the bustling activity in front of
Morosnick’s shop, including various vendors such as the shochet, necktie
peddler and bakery delivery man.

Kurelek, the iconic Ukrainian-Canadian artist was known for his person-
al observations of life on the prairies, every day interactions with his com-
munity and other aspects of Canadian history. In the poignant introduction
to the Jewish Life in Canada book, the artist writes that the works were
“meant to express my thanks to the Jewish community for their important
part in my success as an artist.” In particular, he expresses his gratitude to
“the two Abes of Winnipeg” - Abe Schwartz and Abe Arnold - who were
of great assistance with this series, beginning in 1973.

Heffel estimates that Old Dufferin Street Market, Winnipeg will fetch
between $100,000 and $120,000. The live auction will take place in
Toronto on November 20 at 6pm CT. For those who want to bid from
Winnipeg, telephone bidding and absentee bidding are available, and the
auction will be live streamed on Heffel.com.

“Old Dufferin Street Market, Winnipeg”
painted by William Kurelek,  coming to auction

HENRIETTE IVANANS 
Sept./11 vs. Sept./16
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ROSE GOULDING
March 21, 1921 - October 9, 2019

It is with great sadness
that we announce the pass-
ing of Rose Goulding on
Wednesday, October 9.
She is survived by her son
David in Vancouver,
daughter in law Beverlee
Bell, grandchildren
Reagan, Kimberley &
Sean, two great grandchil-
dren Aiden & Wylder, their
mother Sonja & loving
niece, Maxine Cristall as
well as numerous other
family members. She was
predeceased by son Morton

and husband Joe. Although she passed peacefully in
her sleep, Rose lived her life vibrantly and to the fullest
but always with a view not to intrude in the lives of
others.

Rose was born in Russia in 1921 and adopted by her
aunt Broucha Ratuschna. The Ratuschna Family immi-
grated to Canada where the son of the family, Max,
changed his name to Ratner and became the loving,
supportive, and protective brother of Rose for the rest
of his life. Rose was independent and fierce in her
determination to create a life with her partner Joe
Goulding. Together, they raised their two sons and
lived in Winnipeg’s north end for their entire married
life.With her drive and independent personality, Rose
opened a ladies apparel shop and operated the estab-
lishment for 15 years. Afterwards Rose volunteered for
many years with the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Center & other charitable organizations. Rose was a
sparkling and interesting conversationalist. Her hu-
mour remained as wry as it ever was and along with her
infectious smile will be missed. Above all, what will be
remembered about this beautiful loving woman is the
love, kindness & devotion to her family & friends.

Funeral services were held Sunday, October 13 at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Mourners returned to the
Portsmouth Retirement Residence & were joined by
many residents for a meal of consolation and
remembrances of Rose.

Thanks to the staff & care workers at the Portsmouth
who were always there to help & assist when needed.

If desired donations may be made in Rose’s memory
to a charity of one’s choice.

LEO SHEARER
It is with profound sad-

ness that the family of Leo
Shearer announces his
passing, at the Simkin Cen-
tre on November 1, 2019 .
Leo lived a long and full
life, achieving great suc-
cess while overcoming
many challenges. Words do
not do justice to the man
Leo was and what he meant
to many people. He was
larger than life and a true
force of nature.

He is survived by his
daughters Shelley Shearer-Nelko (Dana), Dr. Ronna
Sherman (Joel) and Dr. Brenna Shearer (Stephen). He
also leaves behind his grandchildren, Lindsay (David),
Riley, Lana, Remy, Hayden, Joshua, Mara, Amy and
Sam, as well as his sister Shirley Wasserman, nieces,
nephew, great-nephews and nieces and cousins. Leo
was predeceased by his parents Sam and Faye Schicher,
his infant brother Pesachia and the love of his life,
Selma Shearer (Levin) to whom he had been married
for 66 years before her passing October 24, 2018.

Leo was born in Mezhirech, Poland on December 12,
1928. His father Sam had to come to Winnipeg alone in
1929, to establish a better life for his infant son Leo and
his wife Faye. It was not possible because of Canada’s
immigration laws at the time, to bring them to Winni-
peg. By the time he found a way to bring them here, Leo
was already 6 years old. Growing up in the north end of
the city, Leo was determined to make the most of the
opportunities his father worked so hard to provide for
him in Canada.

A brilliant and hard working student, Leo was one of
3 students at St. John’s Tech to have a grade A average
all the way through high school. Although accepted to
the prestigious MIT School of Engineering in Boston,
he elected to stay in Winnipeg for University in order
to help his family, when his father had his first heart
attack. Leo graduated from the University of Manitoba
with a Bachelor of Commerce Honours degree, where
he excelled and was awarded the Eaton Scholarship.
Those who witnessed it, described Leo as a mathemati-
cal and analytical genius, who could do extremely
complex calculations in his head with speed and preci-
sion.

After graduation, Leo continued to work with his
father at his grain mill, Economy Grain & Feed on
McPhillips & Pacific. Although he was accepted to
Harvard Business School for post graduate studies,
tragedy struck the family. Just as Leo and Selma were
expecting their first child, his father had a fatal heart
attack at the age of 54. Once again Leo took charge and
took care of his family. Eleven years later in 1967,
Leo’s world was again changed dramatically by a
terrible fire that burned down the Grain Mill. With a
wife and three young daughters at home, Leo took this
misfortune as an opportunity to redefine himself.

Applying his boundless energy, drive and outstand-
ing business acumen, particularly in the area of finance
and real estate development, Leo established his own
Mortgage and Development companies. He built nu-
merous projects including nursing homes, apartment
complexes and hotels across North America. He was
very proud to have been the first to obtain zoning to
construct an apartment building on Grant avenue in
Winnipeg, called the Americana. Leo alongside his
partners, were also ahead of their time when develop-
ing the Nursing home called Oakview Place on Ness in
St. James, which introduced innovative amenities and
features not seen before in senior living facilities.

Time with Leo was memorable for his family and
friends. With a terrific sense of humour, Leo truly
enjoyed life. A passionate bridge player, he took it
seriously achieving Gold Life Master status. He loved
golf for many years and long walks outside, as keeping
fit was very important to him. He travelled around the
world with his wife Selma and their many friends. They
also loved dancing together, whenever they had the
chance. Leo took advantage of the time he had with all
of his grandchildren and children, genuinely listening
and giving his best guidance and advice. He was there
for hockey games, dance recitals and in any other way
he could, as he truly loved and felt grateful for the time
he had. His father’s untimely death made a huge impact
on him. Leo presumed he would die young like his
father.

Surviving both prostate cancer and open heart sur-
gery, his strong will, love of life and family was
unwavering. Everything he did was to ensure that his

family would never have to struggle and worry as he
did. His generosity and support was life changing for
family members, as he believed in helping whenever
he could. After he had surgery for prostate cancer at
Johns Hopkins and more recently open heart surgery at
St. Boniface Hospital, Leo showed his gratitude with
sizeable donations.

Leo’s incredibly sharp mind, fastidious attention to
detail and big heart served him well until the end.
Diagnosed with vascular dementia in his later years, it
became evident that he had a remarkable ability to
compensate with his strengths, for a long time as the
disease progressed. Through it all, he would say “it’s
good to be alive!”. That optimistic bright disposition
and perseverance helped him. His physical and mental
strength defined him, as he fought and never gave up,
when faced with challenges from the beginning of his
life until the end.

Leo always made us feel loved and supported. We
will miss him greatly and love him forever.

A special thank you to Doris Boutillier his executive
assistant for over 20 years, Anastasia, Jessica, Folarian
and all of the caring staff at Comforts of Home Care and
the Simkin Centre. The love and support from friends
and family has been greatly appreciated.

Funeral services will be held on Tuesday November
5 at 12:30 pm, at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Thank
you to Rabbi Matthew Leibl and the staff at the Syna-
gogue.

For those who wish to remember Leo, donations can
be made to: The Selma and Leo Shearer G.R.O.W.
Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, 204-477-
7520. www.jewishfoundation.org

ESTHER SLATER
June 14, 1934 – October 19, 2019

After years of dementia
and the struggles of
memory loss, Esther passed
away in her sleep at 1:15
a.m. at the Simkin Centre.

Esther was predeceased
by her husband Jack, sister
Reva, and parents Rose and
Samuel Friver. She will
forever be remembered by
her children, Karen
(David), Janet (Arnold) and

Sandy. Her four grand-children, Jona, Jordan, Brynne
and Gavin.

Born in Winnipeg and raised by her mother alone
after the loss of her father at the age of 10, Esther led a
similar life after losing Jack in 1975 and raising three
young girls on her own. With the help of many of her
friends, she was able to maintain her home before she
began working in the Jewish community. She worked
at Ramah Hebrew School in the office, then the Jewish
National Fund and finally at the Jewish Historical
Society prior to her retirement.

In recent years, the dementia started to take affect
and with the selling of her condo to move into assisted
living and then three years later to the Simkin Centre.
After exactly one year, her status started to diminish
quickly, which led to her passing.

We would like to thank the staff at the Simkin Centre
Weinberg 3 for all their support and caring for mom
over the last year. Jane, Roma, Courtney, Stacey, Alice
and Barb, only to name a few, who were loving and
caring and called to keep us notified as well as were
great for hugs when times were frustrating.

As per her request, mom has been cremated. A
memorial to her life was held on Sunday, November
10, 2019.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams,

$8 per column inch.
Extra charge for photo $15.

Payment may be made over phone,
with Visa or Mastercard.

Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
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MAE LEMER
It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing

of our mother Mae Lemer on Sunday, Oct 27th at the
Simkin Centre.

Mom was predeceased by her husband Sam, son Jay,
and grandson Matthew.

Mom is survived by sister Lillian in Edmonton and
several nieces and nephews, son Michael (Evy), and
grandson Jonathan, and by son Jerry and granddaugh-
ter Jessica (Shawn), grandson Joshua (Shivani), and by
great grandson, Adrian

Mom was buried Wednesday, October 30th at the
Bnai Abraham Cemetery.

Our deepest thanks to Simkin Centre Weinberg 3,
and all her wonderful caregivers. Special thanks to
Aujah, Sara, and Jane.

Donations may be made to Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre, or charity of your choice.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL
(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts
and deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grandchildren,
great-granddaughters,  family
and friends.

JACK TOBIAS LITVACK 
April 6, 1934 - October 13, 2019

It is with great sadness
that we announce the pass-
ing of Jack Litvack on Oc-
tober 13, 2019. After a long
illness, he passed peace-
fully with with his family
by his side. He is survived
by his wife of 56 years Ro-
chelle, his sons David and
Daniel (Goldie) and grand-
children Eden and Ryan.
The funeral was held on
October 16, 2019 at Con-
gregation Etz Chayim.

Jack was born and raised
in Winnipeg’s north end.
He was very proud to come
from this diverse multi-eth-

nic neighbourhood and to be an alumnus of St. John’s
High School. 

After graduating pharmacy at the University of Mani-
toba in 1957, Jack worked as a staff pharmacist first at
Children’s Hospital and then at Winnipeg Municipal
Hospitals. Jack was appointed Associate Registrar of
the Manitoba Pharmaceutical Association in 1964. In
1967, he landed at St. Boniface General Hospital as
Director of Pharmacy and where he would go on to
become President and Chief Executive Officer. Over
his 30 years at St. Boniface Jack also served as Vice
President, Planning and Professional Services and
Executive Vice President, Chief Operating Officer. At
St. Boniface Jack found more than just a job and career
path. It was a home away from home and he took
enormous pride in contributing to its growth and devel-
opment - especially his part in the development of St
Boniface Hospital Research Foundation. 

His passion for work stemmed from a passion of
service to our community. He spent countless hours
volunteering his time and energy. Over the years he
served on twenty professional bodies and over a dozen
charitable organizations including the former Beth
Israel Synagogue, Simkin Centre and many others. 

Jack was a man of great integrity and dedication. He
will be deeply missed. 

The family would like to thank all those who cared
for Jack over the course of his illness: the doctors and
staff at Prime; his caregivers over the years and espe-
cially Sylvain, his final caregiver. 

Donations can be made to the Jack Litvack Endow-
ment at the St. Boniface Hospital Research Foundation
or the charity of ones choice. 

May his memory be a blessing. 

In loving memory of
SHELLEY

BRESLAW-WYNNE
who passed away
November 5, 2017

17 days in Cheshvan
— Dearly missed by family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
CRAMER
who passed away
October 20, 1975

15 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
terribly missed by his  children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of
our beloved

SHIRLEY DINER
who passed away
November 7, 2017

18 days in Cheshvan
Heartbroken by your absence
and missing your beautiful
spirit.
— Forever loved by your
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
mother, baba, & great-baba

RACHEL
(GOSZER),

(SZTERNFELD)
GOLDSTEIN

who passed away
November 21, 2005
20 days in Cheshvan

— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane, Rubie,
Max, Chloe and your nieces,
nephews, family & friends.

In loving memory of

MAY KANTOR
who passed away

November 11, 2003
16 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

HELENE
KROLIK

who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK LEVIT
who passed away

November 13, 2014
20 days in Cheshvan

You continue to inspire us daily.
You are on our minds,
in our hearts,
and so very deeply missed.
— Forever loved by your wife
Yetta, your children Diane,
Shelley and Keith and your
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MELVIN
MANISHEN

who passed away
November 10, 2006
19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BENNY
ROITELMAN

who passed away
November 5, 2012

21 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered by
your wife Audrey, son Gerald
& wife Karen,  grandchildren,
brothers Barry (Clara),
Martin, & sister Goldie
(Mark).

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

1st Yahrzeit

HARRY
ROSENBERG

who passed away
November 3, 2015

21 days in Cheshvan, 5776

BECKY
ROSENBERG

who passed away
October 31, 2018

22 days in Cheshvan, 5779
—Always remembered,  forever in our hearts,  your family and
friends.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REUBEN
SENENSKY

who passed away
November 18, 2011
21 days in Chesvan

—Lovingly remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER
SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX J.
TENENBEIN

who passed away
December 5, 1984
12 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH
TENENBEIN

who passed away
November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

DOLLY
TOLCHINSKY

who passed away
October 27, 2015

15 days in Cheshvan

NORMAN
TOLCHINSKY

who passed away
November 22, 2011
26 days in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

— In our hearts and sadly missed by children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOVEMBER  13
In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband, father, grandfather,

brother-in-law, uncle and
friend.

ABRAHAM
(ABIE)

FEIERSTEIN
who passed away

November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan, 5767

Though his smile is gone forever
And his hand we cannot touch
We have so many memories,
of the one we loved so much.
His memory is now our keepsake
With which we’ll never part, as
we have them all in our hearts
Your wife Miriam, your
children Michele (Larry), Max
(Ann) your grandchildren
Aidan, Akiva, and Elie.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE JACK
GUTKIN

who passed away
November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

NATHAN
DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS
(Waldman)
SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MEYER GINDIN
who passed away

November 15, 2015
3 days in Kislev

— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his children
Sam, Jeff and Barry,
daughters-in-law Susie,
Barbara and Eve and
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER
KENNETH
MORRIS

who passed away
November 23, 2005

21 Days in Cheshvan
Like falling leaves the years go
by but memories of you will
never die.
My one and only love
In my heart always and forever
— Kerry.
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U.S. news

Are Jared and Ivanka 
taking the gloves off?

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Ivanka Trump and Jared Kushner, the New York

socialites who were supposed to soften the blunt edges of the Trump admin-
istration, appear to be taking the gloves off.

After nearly two years of relative silence on the swirling controversies in the
White House, President Donald Trump’s daughter and son-in-law, both of
whom hold senior advisory positions in the West Wing, seem to be bracing for
a fight.

Last month, in a rare media interview, Kushner took an even rarer swipe at
one of the president’s opponents, saying he had been busy “cleaning up the
messes” Vice President Joe Biden left behind in the Middle East. And Ivanka
– whose Twitter feed is best described as part travelogue, part booster of good
economic data – recently featured a tweet describing her father as surrounded
by “enemies and spies.”

Kushner was responding to a comment Biden had made questioning
Kushner’s suitability to negotiate peace in the Middle East. “What credentials
does he bring to that?” Biden asked. Kushner shot back, saying Biden was
responsible for a punitive law that had crippled the criminal justice system,
chaos in the Middle East and trade deals that had shortchanged the United
States.

“A lot of the work that the president’s had me doing over the last three years
has actually been cleaning up the messes that Vice President Biden left
behind,” Kushner said.

Meanwhile, Ivanka Trump has taken a rare swipe of her own. Last week, on
the day the U.S. House of Representatives endorsed an impeachment inquiry
of the president, Trump quoted Thomas Jefferson:

https://twitter.com/IvankaTrump/status/1189928762370142208
“‘Surrounded by enemies and spies catching and perverting every word that

falls from my lips or flows from my pen, and inventing where facts fail them.’
-Thomas Jefferson’s reflections on Washington, D.C. in a letter to his daugh-
ter Martha. Some things never change, dad!”

A source close to the Kushners told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that the
couple does not seek out confrontation, noting that Kushner’s remark was in
response to a question. But the tough tone the couple occasionally takes in
public simply reflects the central role they play behind the scenes, watching
President Trump’s back, the source said.

The buzz after Donald Trump’s 2016 election was that the couple, both for-
mer Democrats who traveled easily in New York City’s liberal circles, would
put the brakes on the president’s hardline tendencies. It took about a year for
folks to realize that was wishful thinking; Kushner and Ivanka Trump deferred
to the president, not the other way around.

Still, the couple (or people close to them) continued to leak their disapproval
of Trump’s rollback of immigrant and LGBTQ rights to the media and
attempted to maintain credibility with Americans on both sides of the politi-
cal divide.

So what happened?
One theory is: nothing.
Kushner rarely speaks to the press, a silence that has reinforced the notion

that he is the president’s foil. But there has always been evidence that, like his
father-in-law, he plays hardball.

Kusher has sought retribution against the people who put his father in prison
for fraud. He once expressed admiration for a New Jersey official who shut
down the George Washington Bridge as political retribution, saying the move
was “kind of badass.” And he said Palestinians deserved the massive cuts in
aid that Trump initiated because they criticized his decision to move the U.S.
embassy to Jerusalem.

Ivanka Trump cultivates an image as a tireless promoter of women, but she
chided Cosmopolitan magazine in 2016 for asking her tough questions about
her father’s policies related to child care and maternity leave.

The couple appear to be taking the recent criticism personally, and not with-
out reason. The French government this summer released video of a coterie of
world leaders side-eyeing Ivanka when she tried to contribute to their conver-
sation. Biden was attacking Kushner not merely for his Middle East policies,
but for being a failed dilettante.

What’s notable about the most recent reactions is what they reveal about
how the couple perceive themselves. The Trump campaign’s initial response
to the Biden jibe was to note that Kushner is the grandchild of Holocaust sur-
vivors. In other words, helping Israel is a personal mission for Kushner.

And that Jefferson quote Ivanka Trump tweeted? It was in reply to a letter
from Jefferson’s daughter rebuking the third president for his long absences.

With televised impeachment hearings looming, and as the Democratic pri-
mary field narrows and candidates begin training their aim more squarely at
Trump, things are likely to only heat up further. Already, some in the
Washington, D.C., Jewish community say Kushner and Ivanka are ducking
public engagement.

“It’s like Trump getting booed at the World Series,” said one insider, a
Democrat. “This is what happens when you interact with the actual public
instead of carefully curated Trump rallies and guests at the Trump hotel.”

But the source close to the couple said that’s not the case. Because of the
crushing schedule they keep they can no longer make every Jewish event. The
source also noted that the couple was behind setting up the first Sukkah on
White House grounds during the recent holiday.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-seventh candle in
your beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM
DESHELL
who passed away

November 11, 2017
22 days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
family  and  friends.

We miss you Sam.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

RONALD
SILVER

who passed away
November 15, 2009

28 Days in Cheshvan
Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita,
children, grandchildren and
sisters.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

PAUL N. WARREN
who passed away

November 21, 2006
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his parents
Nora and Harry Warren, and
brother Dr. Martin J. Warren
and family.

In Memoriam

Famed opera singer
former Winnipegger
Norman Mittelmann
May 26, 1932 - March 17th, 2019

The world of
opera mourns the
passing of one of
the greatest bari-
tones to ever take the stage. Winnipeg’s own
Norman Mittelmann passed away March 17 in
Palm Springs after a long illness. Norman’s
early training took place at the YMHA and St.
John’s Technical High School in many local
productions, still fondly remembered. He
received a full scholarship to the Curtis Institute
of Music in Philadelphia where he studied with
Martial Singher, Richard Bonelli, and Vladimir
Sokoloff, and with Lottie Lehmann at the
Academy of the West in Santa Barbara,
California.

Norman made his Canadian opera debut in
1958 as Marcello in La Boheme. He earned sev-
eral major prizes in his early years including
Canada’s Singing Stars award, the metropolitan
Opera National Council Auditions, Avery Fisher
Award and a Rockefeller Foundation Grant. He
soon after moved to German where he estab-
lished himself as one of the top baritones on the
stages of the premier opera houses in Europe.
He returned to the Met during the 1962-1963
season singing a total of 82 performances over
the next decade.

His debut at Chicago Lyric Opera and San
Francisco Opera were also critically acclaimed;
“A baritone with a noble voice in the Grand
Tradition; big powerful and impressive”. He
sang every major baritone role (49) in the reper-
toire with Domingo, Pavarotti, and many of the
greatest stars in the opera firmament.

He leaves his beloved wife, Barbara, his two
daughters, Monica and Mara, his three stepsons
and their wives, James and Carol Rieger,
William and Jenni Rieger, and Thomas and
Dana Rieger and a host of loyal and loving
friends
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Joanne Seiff

You take care now, y’hear?

I
just realized that lately, I had unconsciously
changed the way I say goodbye, particularly
when I am speaking with women. As a

younger person, it wouldn’t have occurred to me
to say “Take care!” when I am parting with peo-
ple. What’s more - It’s happening even when I
have casual interactions. I started thinking about
where my phrase comes from and where I’d
heard it before.

I was out walking my dogs when one of them (the young, spry Setter
mix), kicked me in the shin. I looked down, in pain, when I saw that she
too was surprised. She’d slipped on the slick sidewalk, and certainly had-
n’t meant to hurt me. Then a man at the bus stop remarked at how icy it
was, and I agreed. I said “Take care!”

Later, my household was in bed when we heard an ominous thump out-
side. My husband made a joke, we laughed
and went to sleep. In the morning, I saw a
thoroughly smashed car, its front end bashed
in. It faced the wrong way on a busy street
near our home. Across the intersection, there
was a truck, also facing the wrong direction,
somehow wedged into someone’s yard. It
was slippery indeed.

Often the habit of suggesting people take
care is aligned with another statement
though, something like “Things are more
dangerous these days.” However, our Torah
readings from this time of year, in Genesis, remind us that things have
always been dicey out there, particularly for women, and specifically for
those in positions of less power in society.

For instance, when the three strangers tell Abraham that Sarah will have
Isaac, she laughs. (Genesis 18:12-15) However, this is quickly followed by
Abraham’s question – why did she laugh? and she says “I didn’t laugh.”
Why? “Because she was frightened.” Why did she lie? Well, she was an old
woman. Strangers told her something ridiculous and then she was asked to
take it seriously. She was afraid. Sarah wouldn’t be the first or last woman
to feel threatened and unsafe. If something like this situation happened
today, I wouldn’t leave until I’d said “Take care.”

Not much further along in Genesis, Abraham bargains with G-d, asking
how many people in Sodom have to be righteous for G-d to save the city.
However, Abraham has some power here. He feels emboldened to speak
out, but he also gets to stay home rather than go to Sodom to try to fix
things. Instead, two angels go to Sodom.

Lot takes the angels in as his guests, but when a crowd gathers to do the
visitors harm, Lot suggests an unsettling exchange. He says that rather than
let the crowd “be intimate with them,” he’ll send out his two young daugh-

ters instead. He will sacrifice his daughters to be violated by the crowd
(Genesis 19:8) rather than let his male guests be endangered.

Reading Genesis, I’m reminded by how these dangerous situations, and
particularly ones that threaten women, are not at all new. These are issues
of power, control and sexuality. In a modern political comparison: we act
as though the MMIWG (Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and
Girls) report and its findings are new or different. In fact, none of it is sur-
prising. Violence against women, and specifically minority women in vul-
nerable situations, is a bad news story, played on repeat. These threats are
close to home, and they remain frightening.

When I hear myself telling a friend, a single mom whose father just died,
to take care, I realize who I am echoing in my head. I hear older African-
American women in my Virginia neighbourhood, saying goodbye to me
with a “You take care now, y’hear?” I hear my mom sighing as she hung
up the phone (it was avocado green, with a long cord so she could cook

while talking). She said goodbye
with a worried expression that
her friend couldn’t see, saying
“Bye! Take care.”

This is the closing comment of
women, all over, who know that
the world can be dangerous.
We’re sending out our concern to
those we love. We’re acknowl-
edging that sometimes we must
depend solely on ourselves,
because it doesn’t look like any-

one (including G-d) is stepping up to keep us safe.
Sometimes Bereshit (Genesis) offers stories to dig into. I enjoy their

meaty narrative. I love interpreting what it all means. Other sections cause
me to sigh just as my mom did. In a world where women still don’t have
any assurance of safety from war, crowds, and gendered violence, and
where those who have less power are at the mercy of the powerful, it’s hard
not to feel sadness. How little things change.

This also is a continuing opportunity for social justice. We can fight for
a better place for everyone. We can seek out and care for those around us
rather than choosing to discriminate or discard lives, as Lot would have
done to his daughters. In the meanwhile, I’m often slipping down the icy
street, worrying and wondering over how I can spread a ‘sukkat shalom’ (a
shelter of peace) over those I love and care for.

So, I’ll say what many wise women have said before me. You take care
now, y’hear?

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Read more on her blog: www.joanne-
seiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF

This is the closing comment of women, all
over, who know that the world can be danger-
ous. We’re sending out our concern to those

we love. We’re acknowledging that sometimes
we must depend solely on ourselves, because it

doesn’t look like anyone (including G-d) is
stepping up to keep us safe.



By BERNIE BELLAN

I
get a fair number of books
sent our way by Jewish writ-
ers, although, if truth be told

– not as many as I used to
receive. (That might be a
reflection of the changing
world of book publishing; more
and more books are being pub-
lished digitally without even
going to print.)

As well, I do often receive
requests from writers – or
would-be writers, as the case
may be, asking for advice how
they can get a book published.
What I invariably end up telling
those individuals is that it’s one
thing to get a book published,
it’s another thing to get it dis-
tributed.

Even harder still, there are fewer and fewer newspapers interested in pub-
lishing book reviews – as the number of newspapers continues to decline,
and quite often the ones that remain consider book reviews of lesser inter-
est to the majority of their readers.

That being said, however, I would be derelict if I were not to at least con-
sider reading a book that an author has taken the time to send my way – if
the author has contacted me beforehand and asked me whether I - or per-
haps someone else, would consider reading his or her book – and publish-
ing a review of it. Further, that request is almost always accompanied with
a further request for me to publish the review online – so that the author
can use that review to engender further interest in the book.

I write all this as a prelude to what you are about to read, which is a
review of a book sent to me a while back by an individual by the name of
Herschel Katz, who lives in Israel.

The book jacket says this about the author: “Herschel Katz is an urban
planner in Jerusalem, Israel and plays the clarinet in an amateur wind band
that performs throughout the country. Several years ago, the author worked
as a part time book reviewer, then decided to try writing his own story. He
spent the last three years preparing this book. According to his wife, he has
been happily married for thirty-one years.”

Katz’s book is titled “The Clarinetist”. Based on the author’s bio, it’s a
case of writing what you know about.) When I spoke with Katz over the
phone a while ago, he told me this book is aimed at the young adult mar-
ket. I suppose it’s because the main characters are all older teens, although
the period in which the book takes place is the 1960s, and teens back then
were quite different from teens nowadays (no smartphones, for one thing.)

The problem is – the principal character, Danny Kahn, is incredibly gift-
ed in so many ways. I’m not sure how many teens could relate to someone
who’s not only brilliant, he’s well liked by his peers and his elders. Further,
in addition to being a talented clarinetist, Danny also turns out to be a
superb sleuth, solving one puzzle after another as the action moves from
Montreal to New York, and then to Jerusalem. Oh yes, he’s also
quite good looking and young women are irresistibly drawn to
him.

Danny is a student at McGill, where he meets the beautiful
Naomi Cooper, who also happens to be a talented pianist.
Naomi’s father, however, a successful Montreal lawyer, appar-
ently has some very shady business connections – and those
connections prove to play a major role in the story.

Since it’s natural for a first-time novelist to write about places
with which he or she is familiar, I wasn’t surprised to learn
from Herschel Katz, in response to an email that I sent him, that
he is a former Montrealer , who attended McGill, and who
made aliyah in 1984. 

I had also asked Katz whether he had served in the Israeli
army. Here is his humourous reply: “I did serve in the IDF, in
the Communications Division of the Northern Command. I
never got into active combat although I was in on a couple of
surreptitious operations in the 1980s. Some people who know
me say that I was drafted into the IDF to boost its psychologi-
cal warfare activities. I was put there to make the enemy feel
over confident!”

As it turns out “The Clarinetist” weaves a fairly complicated
plot, intertwining Danny’s interest in music with his emerging
talent as a sleuth. Danny is chosen to go to Israel to participate
in an orchestra composed of other talented young Jewish musi-
cians from around the world. At the same time he finds himself
drawn into a mysterious plot at the behest of someone with
whom he has crossed paths in Montreal.

As the story unfolds, Danny finds
himself getting enmeshed in one
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National Council of Jewish Women of
Canada - Winnipeg Section Announces

Community-Wide Mitzvah Day

On Sunday, November 17, 2019, various organizations will perform
acts of tikkun olam, gemilut chasadim and tzedakah. The event is orga-
nized by the Winnipeg Section of the National Council of Jewish
Women of Canada (NCJWC) and represents the first time Winnipeg is
participating in this worldwide event. Mitzvah Day is observed around
the USA, the UK, Germany, Ireland and Australia.

We thank the following organizations that are participating in
Mitzvah Day as follows:

Congregation Shaarey Zedek is collecting new or gently used chil-
dren’s winter coats, hats, scarves, mittens and snow pants for donation
to Koats for Kids.

ORT is purchasing new socks and underwear and collecting gently
used cold weather outerwear for donation to Siloam Mission. Members
will deliver them on Mitzvah Day.

Jewish Child and Family Services is collecting gloves and socks for
donation to Main Street Project.

Temple Shalom is also collecting for the Main Street Project and will
connect Mitzvah Day to its Socks for Tzedakah event Nov. 9. 

Congregation Etz Chayim is teaming up with Shalom Residences to
play bingo. The games begin at 1:30pm at 1033 Macgregor and vol-
unteers are needed to help make this a fun experience for the residents.

Jewish Federation Women’s Philanthropy will be driving seniors to
the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre for its Annual Fundraising Tea
that is taking place on Mitzvah Day. Drivers must be available to drop
off prior to 1pm and pick up at 4pm. Register at wp@jewishwin-
nipeg.org

PJ Our Way and Budding Philanthropists, along with Canadian
Associates of Ben Gurion University, organized Paw it Forward. On
Mitzvah Day, they will volunteer at the Winnipeg Humane Society by
doing craft projects and donating supplies. Registration is limited to
children ages 8-12. Sign up at jewishwinnipeg.org/pawitforward 

Rady JCC is collecting donations for Winnipeg Harvest.
Gray Academy is planning the Great Big Mitzvah Sandwich and will

donate sandwiches to Siloam Mission. 
Finally, NCJWC and Rady Daycare are partnering to support after-

school programs at Rossbrook House by collecting children’s books
and baked goods. 

There is still time for other groups and organizations to participate in
this great initiative!

Please contact NCJWC by telephone at 204-339-7291 or by email at
info@ncjwcwinnipeg.org to request more information. You can also
get in touch with the individual organizations listed above to confirm
the details on their projects.

Montreal-born Israeli writer ventures into the genre of young adult
fiction with an entertaining novel set in the late 1960s

Author HERSCHY KATZ

Continued on next page.
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World news

For Ukrainian Jews, having a Jewish president is a source of pride – and fear
By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

ODESSA, Ukraine (JTA) – Arkady
Kesselman, a 20-year-old Jewish student, was
set on leaving his native Ukraine for the West
last winter.

In a war-torn nation losing about 1.2 million
citizens each year, where the average monthly
salary is about $300, it’s not an unusual deci-
sion.

But Kesselman has since changed his mind.
The reason? Volodymyr Zelensky’s landslide
victory in May’s presidential election.

Zelensky, a 41-year-old Jewish actor with no
prior experience in politics – he became
famous starring on a TV show as a teacher who
unexpectedly becomes president – ran on a
campaign based on fighting corruption and
ending the territorial feud with Russia.

“I have new hope now,” Kesselman said. “I’m glad a Jewish person can
get elected to [be] president here, but I believe he will be successful regard-
less. I’m staying.”

Kesselman’s confidence in Zelensky, Ukraine’s first Jewish president, is
both widely shared – the president enjoys a record approval rating of about
70 percent – and unusual for this country, where none of Zelensky’s pre-
decessors had crossed the 47-point threshold since 2008.

His approval rating among Ukrainian Jews is likely even higher – not
only because he is Jewish, but also because he, like them, is a native speak-
er of Russian rather than Ukrainian. And he’s a centrist with no history of
espousing the sort of nationalism feared by many Jews here.

Although Zelensky does not go into detail publicly about his Jewish iden-
tity – nor does he hide it – his election also is a symbolic victory for Jews
in a country with a bloody history of anti-Semitism.

Nevertheless, Zelensky faces enormous challenges. A large part of his
appeal stems from his affable speaking style and penchant for defusing
conflict with humor, but he has yet to figure out how to balance catering to
hardline nationalists and ethnic Russian populations in the country’s east.

On another front, Zelensky is squeezed between the nationalists and pro-
moters of global cosmopolitanism. He’s also pulled back and forth between
his anti-corruption agenda and the need to maintain economic stability – in
some ways that means cooperating with rival Russia, which historically has
been a key trading partner.

In all, it’s a fraught tightrope to walk, and cracks are starting to show.
Just three weeks into his term, dozens of nationalist organizations pub-

lished an open letter accusing Zelensky of actions that “demonstrate a com-
plete lack of understanding of the threats and challenges facing our coun-
try.” The September dismissal by the Zelensky government of Volodymyr
Viatrovych, a top state historian who promoted the honoring of Nazi col-
laborators, didn’t help the president’s cause with the nationalists.

Zelensky’s withdrawal last month from key posts around the Russian
conflict line and his decision to allow and honor elections in eastern terri-
tories held by pro-Russian rebels also are adding to a nationalist swell that
does not bode well for his popularity. Thousands of nationalists rallied last
month in Kyiv against the concessions, marking the first major protest
against Zelensky.

In a hit to his anti-corruption credentials, one of Zelensky’s allies, the bil-
lionaire Igor Kolomoisky, a former governor of the Dnipropetrovsk region,
is at the center of a $5.5 billion fraud scandal. Then, there’s the specter of
the U.S. impeachment scandal, which centers around a phone call between
Zelensky and President Donald Trump. Locals, however, say that is mere
background noise in everyday Ukrainian society.

“I say this regretfully, but there is no way Zelensky can deliver on his
promises, and certainly not on the exaggerated hopes and expectations
placed on him by others,” Viktor Skarshevsky, a well-known Jewish econ-
omist from Kyiv, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency. “He’s basically been
lifted up to be knocked down.”

Taking the country’s anti-Semitic tradition into account, some Ukrainian
Jews fear that they will end up paying a price if Zelensky fails to deliver,
against the odds, on the ambitious campaign goals that have buoyed the
novice politician’s popularity.

“Most people don’t think of Zelensky as a Jew, just a popular actor,” said
Vlodymyr Zeev Vaksman, the 38-year-old chairman of Odessa’s Tiferet
Masorti community. But if he fails, “they will be looking for someone to
blame. Maybe Jews.”

Yevgeniy Romenovich, a 41-year-old information technology adviser
from Kyiv, was more blunt at a Limmud FSU cultural event here.

“When Zelensky fails, they will think of him as the Jew and take revenge
against the Jews,” he said. “As the masses cheer, the Jews should prepare
for pogroms.”

Although pogroms have defined the Jewish experience in Ukraine for

centuries, they seem an unlikely prospect
today in Ukraine, where Jewish communi-
ties have been able to thrive since the
country’s independence from the Soviet
Union in 1991.

After the election in May, Boris
Lozhkin, the president of the Jewish
Confederation of Ukraine, boasted that
Ukraine is “the least anti-Semitic country
in Europe.” Elan Carr, the U.S. special
envoy to monitor and combat anti-
Semitism, called the “absence of anti-
Semitic rhetoric during the campaign […]
a miracle, a stunning fact that shows how
far Ukraine has come.”

Jews were hardly hurt even throughout
the 2014 revolution, when the rule of law

broke down for weeks amid a resurgence of nationalist sentiment that
swept President Viktor Yanukovych from power.

Many Ukrainian Jews can agree with Lozhkin’s positive outlook on
Jewish life in Ukraine, where more than 300,000 Jews live, according to
the European Jewish Congress.

“Ukraine now is a good place to be Jewish,” said Tsvi Blinder, a curator
at the Shorashim Jewish museum in Odessa. “It’s a place of Jewish
revival.”

Still, many others on the ground have a different experience.
Kira Verkhovskaya, the director of the Migdal Jewish Community Center

in Odessa, told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency that fear of anti-Semitism is
part of the reason that she has refrained from advertising the Jewish muse-
um that she heads with any street signs.

“There’s no need to draw too much attention,” she said last week about
the museum, an apartment-sized institution located just a few blocks from
the sprawling port of this bustling city, where hundreds of Jews were mur-
dered in 1905 pogroms amid communist agitation.

Last month, during a series of nationalist marches, men in fatigues placed
an effigy of  the billionaire Kolomoisky, who is Jewish, covered in red
paint at the entrance to a synagogue in Kyiv. Kolomoisky owns the televi-
sion channel that aired the show that made Zelensky famous.

Last year, Israel’s government singled out Ukraine as a regional trouble
spot in its annual report for 2017 on anti-Semitism. It found that the
approximately 130 anti-Semitic attacks recorded there that year was dou-
ble from 2016 and surpassed the tally for all the incidents reported through-
out the entire former Soviet Union.

“A striking exception in the trend of decrease in anti-Semitic incidents in
Eastern Europe was Ukraine,” the report said.

Additionally, in 2018, more than 50 members of the U.S. Congress con-
demned Ukrainian legislation that they said “glorifies Nazi collaborators.”
It is “particularly troubling that much of the Nazi glorification in Ukraine
is government-supported,” they wrote.

Regardless of Zelensky’s prospects to solve Ukraine’s many problems,
his election represents a milestone in the former Soviet Union, said Chaim
Chesler, the founder of the Limmud FSU group, which has organized
dozens of Jewish learning conferences in Ukraine and beyond over the past
decade.

“In this part of the world, the unwritten rule was that a Jew may some-
times even become deputy district head, but never the actual head of the
district,” Chesler said. “Clearly, here this is no longer the case.”

Ukrainian President Vlodymyr Zelensky meets with
rabbis in Kyiv, May 6, 2019. 

(Courtesy of the Jewish Community of Kharkov)

dicey situation after another. For
anyone who has visited Jerusalem,

many of the locations described in the book will seem quite familiar.
(One particular aspect that intrigued me was Danny and his fellow stu-
dents staying in a residence called “Shikunei Haelef”, located in the
Hebrew University campus on Givat Ram. I myself lived in the same res-
idence for a time when I was a student at the Hebrew University in 1975.)

While the storyline is intriguing and quite imaginative, the dialogue
could use some improving. The characters speak in complete, grammati-
cally correct sentences. How many teenagers do you know like that?

It’s not easy writing authentic sounding dialogue, but when you find
yourself thinking, as I did throughout my reading of this novel, that it
could use a good reworking by someone who could inject a more realis-
tic tone into how the characters should be speaking, well – it can become
quite the distraction.

Still, I applaud Herschel Katz for taking on the challenge of writing what
turns out to be a well thought out story laced with clues that serve to tie the
entire story together. It’s not quite on a par with “The Da Vinci Code” but,
for a first foray into novel writing, “The Clarinetist” is quite good. 

One final note: The book can only be purchased directly from the
author.

Herschel Katz wrote the following: “Those interested in purchasing the
book should contact the author by email. KATZ1401@GMAIL.COM 

Continued from previous page.
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Can Israel’s party leaders find a way out of third elections?
The government-building logjam continues, with Knesset members analyzing 

the limited possibilities now in front of them.
By DOV LIPMAN

(November 7, 2019 / JNS) Israel’s election
impasse doesn’t appear to be waning as the
country is closing in on nearly two months
since its second national election in September.
In the past several days, various reports have
emerged and faded over proposals to break the
logjam, which have led to more discussion over
the possibility of an unprecedented third elec-
tion in less than a year.

Likud Knesset member Keti Sheetrit, who
has been close with Benjamin Netanyahu for
years, insists that the prime minister does not
want a third election, but that he does want to
be remain in the job as part of a unity govern-
ment.

“Sadly, the ‘Just not Bibi’ campaign has con-
tinued beyond the election and into the coali-
tion negotiations,” Sheetrit told JNS.

“The other side is willing to join with the
Joint Arab List as long as this will remove
Netanyahu from serving as prime minister,”
Sheetrit went on, referring to a possible Blue and White-led minority gov-
ernment that is tacitly supported by the Arab parties.

While a third election may not be preferable, Sheetrit confirmed that the
only option from the Likud’s perspective is Netanyahu as premier. Even if
at some point he would be willing to lead with Blue and White head Benny
Gantz as part of a rotation, he would not step down until his trial is set,
meaning that he would be prime minister when that happens, guaranteeing
him the optimal court.

Whether or not Netanyahu is actually looking to a third election, others
in the political sphere also seem to want to avoid such a scenario.

‘See if a compromise can be found’
This week, senior members of Israel’s right-wing bloc floated the idea of

returning to direct elections for prime minister as a solution to the current
impasse. However, Netanyahu quickly dismissed the idea, with his office
saying, “Prime Minister Netanyahu is not promoting a law for direct elec-
tions; rather, he is working on forming a broad national unity government,
the only government that can be established and what the State of Israel
needs at this time.”

An additional report this week indicate that Blue and White offered the
positions of defense minister and justice minister to New Right’s Naftali
Bennett and Ayelet Shaked, respectively, if they would bring their party’s
three mandates to a minority government led by Gantz, which would give
him an edge in seats over Netanyahu.

Assuming that the Joint Arab List
abstains from the vote on the establish-
ment of this government and abstains
from all laws put forth by the govern-
ment, such a plan could pass and could
lead the country as a minority govern-
ment. The very fact that New Right on
the far right could sit with Democratic
Union on the far left, and vice versa, cou-
pled with the fact that two such high-pro-
file ministries could be offered to a party
with just three mandates, indicates just
how badly most in the Knesset want to
avoid another election.

Netanyahu has apparently taken this
report seriously and called the leaders of
the parties in his 55-seat right-wing/reli-
gious bloc to a meeting on Monday. At
that time, Bennett acknowledged that
Blue and White made an offer, and that
he replied in the negative. Shas chairman

Aryeh Deri told the gathering that an offer was made to him as well, and
that he, too, rejected it. Not taking any chances, Netanyahu met with
Bennett and offered him a ministerial position and a spot in the security
cabinet. He did so to reduce the temptation that Bennett may have to accept
Gantz’s offer, especially as the country gets closer to a third election, there-
by helping to secure Netanyahu’s reign as prime minister until at least
when his trial begins and possibly beyond.

Yet Bennett also refused the Netanyahu offer, saying that such an
appointment at this time is unnecessary. (Apparently Bennett changed his
mind though. See story on page 9, which says he is now Israel’s Defense
Minister.)

Instead, there is work underway to try to woo Yisrael Beiteinu Party
leader Avigdor Lieberman into a right-wing coalition.

Jeremy Saltan, director of English Operations for New Right, told JNS
that Shaked, the party’s leader, “has been talking to Lieberman and the
ultra-Orthodox parties in an effort to see if a compromise can be found that
would lead to a right government.”

If Lieberman joins Netanyahu’s 55-seat bloc, it would lead to a 63-seat
government and Netanyahu would achieve his goal of remaining as prime
minister without the need for a third election.
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Shas Party chairman and Minister of Interior Affairs
Aryeh Deri (centre), Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, and Blue and White Party leader Benny
Gantz at a ceremony marking six years to the death
of Rabbi Ovadia Yosef, the late religious spiritual
leader of Israel’s Sephardic Jews, at the Knesset the
Israeli parliament in Jerusalem on Nov. 4, 2019 

(Photo by Hadas Parush/Flash90.)

Some thoughts on “ageism”
Carl G. Jung: “Life really does begin at forty.

Up until then, you are just doing research.”
Arthur Schopenhauer: “The first forty years

of life give us the text; the next thirty supply the
commentary.”

Francis Bacon: “I will never be an old man.
To me, old age is always 15 years older than I
am.”

Harris Gulko: “The 22 years beyond age seventy are a bonus to be cel-
ebrated by a 92nd birthday party.”

Ageism against seniors occurs when “societal norms marginalize
seniors, treat them with disrespect, make them feel unwelcome and oth-
erwise generalize as if they were all the same.” Negative stereotypes
about older adults may be all too familiar: they are “slow,” they have poor
memories, they’re afraid of the modern world. Researchers refer to these
as “descriptive stereotypes,” or generalizations about the way seniors
supposedly are – in contrast to “prescriptive stereotypes,” which general-
ize about how seniors should be, and often lead to discriminatory behav-
iors and practices.

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines ageism as “prejudice or dis-
crimination based on a person’s age. Ageism has brought today’s elderly
full cycle. In their youth they were told: “Children should be seen and not
heard”, and now doctors often talk past them to an adult child as if they
were not even in the room. Ageism is very present in our world, but its
very existence is ignored to a very great
extent. It seems to be very low on soci-

By

HARRIS D. GULKO

Continued on next page.
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Looking back

ment had just put out a request for
proposals for what was known as the
Fort Osborne Barracks site, (and
which had previously been the

Manitoba Agricultural College). It was being used to house various gov-
ernment offices – including the driver testing site for anyone taking a dri-
ver’s test).

But, prior to 1994, as Bob Freedman explained, there had been a pro-
posal by a group headed by the late Sidney Spivak to buy the site and
build condos there. “But, the market had dipped badly in 1992-93 and
they couldn’t go through with the deal.”

Secondly, the Spivak group didn’t really know what to do with the his-
torical buildings. (It was a requirement of anyone purchasing the site that
the historical nature of the buildings on the site be preserved.)

Timing is everything in real estate and, as events unfolded, the campus
planning committee was able to acquire the Fort Osborne Barracks site
for – as Bob Freedman explained, “nothing” since, although they had to
pay fair market value for the site, the province ended up giving grants
equivalent to what the purchase price had been.

There were various issues involved, including soil remediation – and
how to preserve the architectural integrity of what were then three main
buildings on the site. The Agricultural College became home to Gray
Academy, while the office building was converted into what are now
offices for various Jewish organizations and agencies. 

That left the old power plant which, Bob noted, hadn’t been used for
years. That eventually became the Berney Theatre. As for the Rady JCC
– that was built from scratch.

(Bob did tell a colourful story about how he and Sheldon Berney were
able to persuade representatives from the province to allow the campus to
be built without preserving the smokestacks from the original power plant
– which the original criteria imposed by the province would have
required. If you want to hear that story, you’ll have to watch the video
version of my interview with Bob, as that story may offend some readers.
You can see it at www.jewishpostandnews.ca)

Once the design for the new campus was approved – things did move
remarkably quickly. Remember, the Fort Osborne Barracks site was only
acquired in 1994, yet actual construction of the campus began in 1995,
and it was completed in 1997.

The original proposal for a campus, however, was far more limited in
scope than the final incarnation. “The original proposal only called for a
JCC,” Bob recalled. “Then we added a high school, then it was JK-
12…the project grew.”

I asked Marjorie whether she and Morley specifically asked that the
community centre be named for her parents?

“They asked us what we might be interested in supporting and we
thought that the community centre might be something that my parents
would have appreciated because my mother had been active in the com-
munity and my father had been active at the Y,” Marjorie said.

“Once we had the community centre and the school (as key components
of the campus), we started looking at how everything else could fit in,”
Marjorie Blankstein explained.

“We contacted Jewish Child & Family Service,” Marjorie noted. “We
contacted every organization and agency to see whether they would be
interested in being on the campus – like Israel Bonds, JNF. Some of them
are on campus and some of them said ‘no thank you’.”

I asked whether the project grew because fundraising had exceeded
expectations and there was more money available to add more facilities?

“The project grew,” Bob explained, because “during the planning
process, we became convinced this would become the focal point of the
community.

“By the end, we had raised $25 million,” he said.

I had to ask about Izzy Asper – and when did he step into the picture? 
“Izzy believed that the campus board would be the ones making all the

decisions,” Bob explained, “and he felt that one dollar equals one vote. ‘If
I give $500,000, I get 500,000 votes,’” Izzy insisted. (Izzy Asper’s origi-
nal contribution was going to be $500,000.)

Sheldon Berney – who was very good friends with Izzy, however, not
only persuaded Izzy to up his contribution to $2 million, he also persuad-
ed him to settle for having two representatives on the campus board
(which was to be made up of nine persons).

“We were convinced that all they would be doing was making sure that
the carpets were clean and that the taxes were paid,” Bob noted. “It
wouldn’t be like the board of the Jewish Foundation.”

After Sheldon Berney gave his proposal to Izzy, Izzy drafted a 30-page
memorandum that he faxed to his Winnipeg lawyer, Richard Leipsic, and
which included provisions including that “no program could be held on
the campus that was perceived to be anti-Israel.”

Yet, there was one more absolutely key consideration to take into
account, Bob explained: operating costs. “How much revenue did you
have to generate to make sure the building doesn’t turn into a shithole in
10 years?” (Did I note that Bob Freedman sometimes uses colourful lan-
guage? Sometimes? How about every second sentence? Watch the full
interview on our website and you’ll see what I mean.)

“We kept running the numbers. The key was the Y because under the
deal, the Y was going to pay the bulk of the (operating) costs…the office
tenants less obviously – because they were occupying less space.

“When we left the Y downtown, it was at 600 members. Most of them
were people who worked downtown or near downtown and came to work
out at noon, or whatever. There were also some kids coming.

“We projected that (the new Rady Jewish Community Centre) would
need at least 3600 members” in order for the campus to run in the black.

“We were told: ‘Are you f…ing crazy? Are you going to go from 600
to 3600? By the way, we opened with 5,000 – and even though members
at a fitness centre are very fickle, the Rady still has, give or take, 5,000.

Considering that it’s Marjorie’s parents’ names on the Jewish commu-
nity centre here, I wondered whether she had played an active role in the
Rady JCC ?

“I was on their board of directors for a goodly number of years, but
that’s about it,” she answered.

The YMHA on Albert Street used to be a location where servicemen
could relax during World War II and immediately thereafter, I said to
Marjorie. And later, the YMHA also was home to many non-Jewish mem-
bers. But nothing compares with the parade of different nationalities that
we now see entering the Rady JCC on a daily basis. What did she think
of that, I asked?

“A lot of us love to sit at Shmoozers and sit there watching the parade
of people – all ages and sizes – and nationalities – different skin colours
– it’s terrific,” Marjorie answered.

“Do you take a particular pride in that?” I asked.
“I do,” she answered. “It makes me feel good.”

Asper Campus
Continued from page 3.

ety’s scheme of things whereas it is
fascinated by youth and youth cul-

ture .Whilst the United Nations sponsors UNICEF and many other projects
benefiting young people, there are very few such agencies for old people.
Like racism and sexism, ageism is prejudice or discrimination against
a category of people –in this case, older people. While placing a high
value on good looks, younger people are simply unaware of ageism, per-
haps because it is a relatively new and subtle concept. It would be in the
interest of people who are today in their 40s and 50s to become aware of
ageism, if not out of concern for their elders, then because everyone
becomes a target of ageism - if they live long enough.

People can become uncomfortable dealing with the emotions of aging
and the trials and tribulations of the golden years. Ageism leads to  a ten-
dency to regard older persons as debilitated, unworthy of attention. Ageism
makes younger generations dismiss the elderly. Unfortunately, this senti-
ment is rampant.

Too many people my age encounter this and it just forces them to retreat
from society. It’s wrong.

Ageism against seniors can’t be defined simply as prejudice against older
adults. Researchers are finding that ageism is a complex phenomenon, con-
sisting of a range of negative attitudes toward seniors. We may not like to
think about it, but the effect of ageism is detectable throughout our society:
in the family and home environment, in the media, in the working world,
and even in the realm of government policy. And, if we don’t address the
issue openly, it’s bound to get a whole lot more complicated when the con-

siderable population of baby boomers – the same ones who used to say:
“Don’t trust anyone over thirty”–begin to reach their own golden years.

Many elderly believe they have become invisible in today’s youth-
obsessed society, a survey revealed. They fear being sidelined despite
embracing modern technology, such as surfing the web and going on
Facebook and Twitter. Pensioners claim that their opinion is never solicit-
ed; nothing on TV and radio is made for them, and that they are written off
by, and ridiculed by society. More than four in ten elderly were unable
to recall the last time someone asked their opinion. This, even though
more than two-thirds regularly browse the Internet to keep up-to-date with
topical issues.

On the face of it, the advertising industry’s lack of interest in older peo-
ple is hard to understand. In ads, we see 20-somethings zipping around
town in  brand-new cars, but the reality is that most 20-somethings can’t
afford brand new cars. In fact, over-55s buy three times as many new cars
as the 25 to 34 age group.

By 2047, the over-60s will outnumber the under-16s, yet older people
receive little, if any, consideration when talking about development. The
idea that it’s human nature for parents to make sacrifices for their children
and, in turn, for their grown children to sacrifice for their aging parents –
turns out to be a “naïve expectation,”

When people grow old in traditional villages in Fiji, family and friends
care for them at home until their dying days. In North America, the elder-
ly are more typically sent to nursing home.

Continued from previous page.



At the third annu-
al Winnipeg
Theatre Awards,
held November 5th
at the West End
Cultural Centre,
and organized by
the Winnipeg the-
atre community,
Mariam Bernstein
was chosen out-
standing lead
actress for her per-
formance as Dr.
Ruth Westheimer
in last season’s
Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre production
of “Dr. Ruth”.

The same evening, Kayla Gordon was also
given an honourary award for her work as a
“Theatre Educator”. 

This year also marked the inauguration of
a new award, “The Chair’s Commendation
Award”. The award was given to Doreen
Brownstone, “a driving force in the
Winnipeg theatre community since 1958.
Doreen was unable to accept the award in
person. Accepting on her behalf was her
good friend, Pat Hunter.
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Duvdevan Foundation helps real Fauda soldiers
transition to civilian life, acquire university education

By MYRON LOVE

O
nce upon a time, Isaac was a
sniper in the IDF striving to
prevent terrorists from

harming his fellow Israelis.  Today,
he is part of a new Israeli start-up
medical tech company seeking to
protect people worldwide from
cancer.

Similarly, Boaz was once
involved in IDF undercover mis-
sions aimed at neutralizing poten-
tial terrorists, thus saving Israeli
lives. Today, he works at ZenCity, a
startup that provides big data ana-
lytics to municipalities. He also
volunteers with an NGO and is
hoping one day to play a leadership
role in bettering the lives of his fel-
low Israelis.

Both Boaz and Isaac are veterans
of the IDF’s highly specialized
Duvdevan undercover unit (on
which the Netflix series, “Fauda” is based). As a
former soldier in the unit, Isaac was able to ben-
efit from a scholarship from the Duvdevan
Foundation. The foundation, founded in 1992,
provides financial and emotional support to grad-
uates of the unit, allowing them to attend and
graduate from the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem.

On Tuesday, October 29, Boaz, Isaac and Roey,
a third former Duvdevan veteran and the Director
of Foreign Relations for the foundation, were in
Winnipeg to speak to members of the Canadian
Friends of the Hebrew University. Laura Holt,
board member of the Winnipeg chapter, wel-
comed the three men to discuss some of the
exploits of the famed Duvdevan unit and the
work of the Duvdevan Foundation. 

Close to 100 individuals  were in attendance at
the event, which was held in the lower level
lounge at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

Formed in 1986, the Duvdevan unit has con-
ducted hundreds of operations, neutralized many
terrorists, and prevented an untold number of
potential terrorist operations.  Its method of
operation is to get in and out fast, with a   mini-
mum of disruption, and exit the scene without
leaving a trace.

After years in such intense combat situations,
transitioning from serving your country in the
military to civilian life can be very difficult.
Roey, for example, described an episode of
PTSD he suffered while on vacation in Rome
with his girlfriend. 

“We are equipped with excellent skills in the
Duvdevan unit,” Roey said, “but when we leave
we’re left with a void that is difficult to fill. And
that is where the foundation comes in. It helps
soldiers adapt those skills to civilian life, offers
help to those who are suffering from  PTSD, and
offers scholarships to deserving veterans. This
year alone, over ten former Duvdevan veterans
are enrolled at the Hebrew University thanks to
scholarships from the Duvdevan Foundation.”

Roey noted that Duvdevan Foundation schol-
arship recipients are chosen based on socioeco-
nomic criteria. Isaac, for example, reported that
he comes from a family of seven brothers and
sisters.  Without the support of the Duvdevan
Foundation, he would not have been able to
attend university.

Boaz expressed his pride in being associated
with the IDF, the Hebrew University and the
Duvdevan Foundation.

Murray Palay, Immediate Past President of the
National Board of CFHU,  noted that each suc-
cessful Duvdevan Foundation scholarship recip-
ient has to commit to 100 hours of volunteer

work, as well as semi-annual updates on how
they are doing academically.  He added that a full
scholarship of $15,000 per student covers a four-
to-six year program. Donor contributions can be
paid up front or over a three year period.

“The Winnipeg chapter of the Canadian Friends
of the Hebrew University is proud to be support-
ing the Duvdevan Foundation,” Palay said.

Readers who would like to  support the
Duvdevan Foundation can contact the CFHU at
1-888-432-7398.

(l-r):p former Duvdevan Unit soldiers Boaz and Isaac.  On
right Murray Palay. past president CFHU, former
Duvdevan officer Rooey and Rami Kleinmann, executive
director of CFHU

Mariam Bernstein chosen
Outstanding Lead Actress 

at Third Annual 
Winnipeg Theatre Awards

MARIAM BERN-
STEIN holding her
“Evie” award
(named for the late
Evelyn Anderson)
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