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By BERNIE BELLAN
Thanassis Cambanis is a

world-renowned Middle
East correspondent for
some of America’s leading
publications, including:
The New York Times,
Boston Globe, The
Atlantic, New York Times
Book Review, Foreign
Affairs, and many others.

As well, he is adjunct
professor at Columbia
University School of
International & Public
Affairs, and professor of
journalism at Princeton
University.

In 2010, Cambanis creat-
ed a sensation with his riv-
eting account of the rise of
Hezbollah to its present position of dominance in
Lebanon: “A Privilege to Die: Hezbollah’s Legions
and their Endless War Against Israel”.

On November 2, Cambanis was in Winnipeg to
deliver a lecture at the Etz Chayim Synagogue. The
lecture was sponsored by the Jewish Heritage
Centre, and was largely made possible through the
assistance of Maurice Steele.

One thing you have to say about Thanassis
Cambanis: He doesn’t shy away from calling ‘em as
he sees ‘em. By the end of his lecture November 2,
he left many of the audience angered over many of
the things he had said.

By far the most controversial remark he made was
that “Israel has never been more secure”, only to
follow up that observation with the suggestion that
Hezbollah now has missiles well within striking
range of Tel Aviv. No doubt he left many in the
audience wondering how he was able to square

that circle.

Cambanis explained how he came
to be one of the world’s foremost
Middle East correspondents. In 2003,
shortly after the American invasion of
Iraq, he was assigned to Iraq – by his
wife, no less, who was his assignment
editor at the Boston Globe at the time.

It was while he was in Iraq, he says,
that he “began to hear more about
Hezbollah”, especially in Sadr City,
which was home to some of the most
extreme Shi’ite elements within Iraq.

In the summer of 2006 Cambanis
ended up going to Lebanon to report
on the then-war between Israel and
Hezbollah. He ended up staying in
Lebanon for three years, eventually
penning his brilliant book: “A
Privilege to Die”.

Earlier this year he went to Egypt to
report on what he refers to as “the Arab awaken-
ing”. (Cambanis insists that the term “Arab spring”
is a total misnomer, since it implies a “blossoming”
of some sort. His view of things is much less san-
guine, saying that it is far too early to tell where all
the upheavals in Arab countries will lead.)

It was while he was in Lebanon, Cambanis said,
that he began to delve into the complex structure of
Hezbollah and the “incredible project” it has
undertaken in that country.

“What was it”, Cambanis asked, “that enabled
Hezbollah to go from one of many groups that was
fighting Israel in 1982 to its position today?”

As the audience listened to Cambanis rattle off
Hezbollah’s many achievements, it was difficult not
to become a mite uncomfortable. After all, here was
a world-renowned journalist describing in some
detail a movement that poses a much more imme-

“The next war between Israel and Hezbollah
will be decisive”

Hezbollah, Israel and the Arab Spring

Cont. on page 10. See “Hezbollah”.

THANASSIS CAMBANIS: For
Israel, the most important lesson
is going to be learning “how to
navigate this new world.” To this
end, “Israel’s security depends on
forging stable, sustainable rela-
tionships with the Palestinians
and its Arab neighbours.”

Report to say Iran can build nuclear weapon quickly
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Iran could build a nuclear

weapon in just a few months, according to offi-
cials briefed on the findings of a report by the
U.N.’s nuclear watchdog. 

The report on Iran’s nuclear program is set to be
released by the International Atomic Energy
Agency early next week, but portions have been
leaked to international media outlets. 

It says Iran has amassed all of the components it
needs to build a nuclear weapon, the officials said. 

Iran received assistance from foreign scientists
in order to solve some of its technical problems,
the Washington Post reported. The experts came
from Russia, Pakistan and North Korea, according

to the newspaper. 
Iran continued to conduct nuclear weapons-

related research after 2003, according to IAEA
intelligence, despite the fact that U.S. intelligence
agencies believed Iran had halted such experi-
ments in response to pressure from the interna-
tional community, the Washington Post reported 

Meanwhile, Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak
said Tuesday that Israel has not decided whether
to launch an attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities. 

“War is not a picnic. We want a picnic. We
don’t want a war,” Barak said in an interview on
Israel Radio. He added, however, that all options
to halt Iran’s nuclear march should remain open. 
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News from The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre
Where community lives; where Jewish life thrives         November 16, 2011

Mr. Saul Greenberg, BComm (Hons), CA

Ms. Linda Hughes, BScN, BA, MPA

Mr. Jonathan Kroft, BA, LLB, LLM

Dr. Edward (Ted) Lyons, OC

Mrs. Marilyn Regiec 

Simchat Torah at The Saul 
& Claribel Simkin Centre
Students from Winnipeg and 
Israel celebrate with residents

By Emily Kroft and Alexa Smith, Grade 9,  
Gray Academy of Jewish Education

ADVERTISEMENT

Resident Rachel Latinsky (right) pitches in 
to decorate the indoor sukkah at The Saul & 
Claribel Simkin Centre with Centre staff member 
Olga Myschyshyn. “Having a sukkah on site 
brightens the holiday experience for residents 
and brings back memories,” says Cindy 
Greenlay, Therapeutic Recreation Manager.   This page has been  

generously sponsored by:

The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre 
1 Falcon Ridge Drive 
Tel: (204) 586-9781 

www.simkincentre.ca

Introducing our new 
Board members 



As executive director of the Gwen Secter
Creative Living Centre, Marilyn Regiec has
one generous goal in mind.

“I want to put this place on the map for the
Jewish community in Winnipeg,” Regiec says
during an interview in her small, neat office
at the Centre-1588 Main Street (on the south-
west corner of Main Street and Smithfield
Avenue).

“Everybody knows the name Gwen Secter, but I’d like the public to
know that we do a lot for Jewish seniors in all of Winnipeg. We want
the community to know what we do here and that Gwen Secter is a
viable North-End Jewish organization.”

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, which is funded to the greatest
degree by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, followed by the
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, was established by the National
Council of Jewish Women as a replacement for the Golden Age Club,
which was no longer meeting the needs of seniors in the area, accord-
ing to a concise history of the organization found online.

After many years of operation on a part-time basis, the Golden Age
Club moved to a full-time facility at 410 Pritchard Avenue in 1965.
Unfortunately, the centre’s location became unsuitable, and in 1986 a
new home was found at its present location. This new building (a for-
mer tire store) was named the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre in
honour of Gwen Secter, an active member of the organization.

Clearly, there already are many Jewish seniors who enjoy the
GSCLC’S numerous activities.

“My time at Gwen Secter has been a joy in my life,” said Esther
Shuster, whose remarks are found in the GSCLC’S Member Yearbook
2010-2011.

“Whether it be at the front desk or having lunch with people I have
met on Wednesdays. Thank you to Marilyn, Elaine and all staff for
being who they are and what they do. I love you all.”

Or, take these comments from Sophie Shinewald; “Gwen Secter is
my home away from home. I look forward to the programs with great
anticipation. I enjoy spending my time doing meaningful work and
hopefully being an asset to
GSCLC and the community at
large. I know GSCLC has made
my life easier.”

“This is the place to come to
keep yourself physically, emo-
tionally and culturally engaged
in your community,” says Regiec,
who’s been executive director for
the past eight years now.

“The first time you come here is
totally free, including lunch,
transportation and fitness. The
experience will have you return-
ing many times over.”

She emphasizes that the
GSCLC’S staff want to keep peo-
ple physically active.

“Fitness equals good emotional health,” adds Regiec.
“We have classes here every day of the week except on Wednesday.

These classes are adapted to your level of fitness. We want to encour-
age people to attend. You can break a sweat without breaking your
savings account.”

The week’s highlight is the Wednesday program, she notes.
“We have transportation in the Seven Oaks area available door to

door,” Regiec says.
“They get picked up and have lunch here followed by a program,

which features either penny bingo or our current events discussion
group. After that, everybody re-assembles and we provide entertain-
ment of some kind.

She terms it Wednesday Simcha (a Hebrew word meaning “glad-
ness” or “joy”) because “everyone is happy.”

“This place alleviates social isolation.” continues Regiec.
“What we find and have seen is that people bloom when they par-

ticipate in our programs. Life is worthwhile. There’s someone to speak
with, dance with, and interact in other ways. People have a happy
experience .”

She also emphasizes that the GSCLC takes a holistic approach to
good health, including cultural, physical, and nutritional aspects.

“We promote the entire spectrum of active social living,” explains
Regiec.

Significantly, because they have a fulltime mashgiach, Mark
Kravetsky, the GSCLC provides Kosher food service for all of
Winnipeg, she observes.

“We do milk and meat, and we offer a lunch program daily,” says

Regiec, adding that if it’s not a full course meal then, at least, soup and
a sandwich are available.

She, then, mentions that all the kosher meals for Meals and Wheels,
as well as for hospitals and the correctional institutions, are also pre-
pared at the GSCLC.

A visiting reporter also noticed that the centre’s hallway refrigerator
is stocked with a good selection of prepared kosher food.

“We also do catering for meals of condolence, unveilings and for

Wednesday, November 16, 2011, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3

Community news

We’ve reached 70% of 
our $5.8 million goal!

You can help us reach 100%!

Make your donation today by calling 477-7428 
or donate online now at jewishwinnipeg.org!

Call Jodi at 477-7421 to register for our 
telethon on November 22nd.

Combined
Jewish Appeal

Gwen Secter Centre now in its 25th year

Left to right: Galina Melenevska, food services, Mark Kravetsky
Mashgiach, Evelyn Lemer admin. Assistant, Cathy Koltowski, food
services, Marilyn Regiec, Executive director and Elaine Stern,
Program/volunteer director.

Cont. on page 30. See “Gwen Secter”.

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Sophie Shinewald:
“Gwen Secter is my

home away from home. I
look forward to the pro-
grams with great antici-
pation. I enjoy spending
my time doing meaning-
ful work and hopefully

being an asset to GSCLC
and the community at

large. I know GSCLC has
made my life easier.”



On “existential threats” and maintaining the status quo
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Just what is an “existential threat” anyway?
We hear that phrase every time the possi-

bility of Iran acquiring a nuclear weapon is
discussed.

I remember studying existentialism in uni-
versity, but somehow the works of Sartre and
Camus don’t seem to bear much relation to
whatever is meant by those who would
describe Iran as posing an “existential threat”

to Israel.
Why can’t we just say that Iran poses a threat and leave it at that?
But no, it sound so much more dangerous – doesn’t it, to say that

something poses an “existential threat”.

So it was that, after listening to the brilliant author and journalist
Thanassis Cambanis address a large crowd at the Etz Chayim
Synagogue two weeks ago, many in the audience were left shaking
their heads at Cambanis’s observation that “Israel is more secure than
ever”.

After all, in addition to those “savages” in Hamas and Hezbollah,
and that madman Ahmanidejad, Israel now has to face the uncertain-
ty of dealing with “Islamist” regimes that are certain to start cropping
up all over the Mideast. 

Yet, this Cambanis fellow waltzes into town and has the nerve to
suggest that Israel possesses overwhelming military superiority and
that no one in the Mideast poses a threat to Israel “strategically”?

I have to hand it to Cambanis: He wasn’t here as a fundraiser for the
CJA. He was here to deliver a lecture on current trends in the Mideast
and I doubt that his lecture would have changed one iota even if he
had been delivering a lecture to a group of the most ardent critics of
Israel.

So, when Cambanis says that it is inevitable that Iran will acquire a
nuclear weapon, but that fact won’t alter the basis “strategic” equation
in the Mideast, yet the possibility of another war between Hezbollah
and Israel is not an “if”, but a “when”, maybe, just maybe, he was
restoring some needed perspective to what is really the greatest dan-
ger facing Israel.

Just this past week, moreover, listeners to “The Current” on CBC
were treated to a fascinating exposition on what would likely happen
were Israel to attack Iran in a pre-emptive strike.

A retired American colonel by the name of Samuel Granger (who
has been a guest on CBC Radio before) laid out the likely scenario for
just such an attack. According to Granger, Israel would probably be
able to mount a successful attack, although it would also have to
include the use of land-based special forces when it comes to pene-
trating Iran’s “secret” nuclear facility in Qum.

Subsequent to the attack though, Granger says Iran would likely
retaliate by ordering attacks on U.S. troops in Afghanistan, as well as

attacks on Jewish
institutions wherever
it would be possible
to mount such
attacks. Inevitably,
Granger said, the U.S.
would be drawn into
a massive assault on
Iran, including using
Cruise missiles, as
well as targeted
attacks on the Iranian
leadership.

Altogether, he said,
the most that Israel,
either acting in con-
cert with the U.S., or
acting alone, would
be able to accom-
plish, would be to
delay Iran’s eventual
development of a
nuclear weapon.
Under such circum-
stances, therefore,
Col. Granger suggest-
ed that the best
course of action
would not involve
attacking Iran.

But, the Netanyahu
government seems
obsessed with Iran,

while nary a word is heard about the much more imminent danger
posed by Hezbollah.

In fact, we don’t hear much at all from anyone about Hezbollah
these days. The fact is Hezbollah has over 30,000 missiles aimed at
Israel and, even if the Israel military has made huge technological
advances in being able to counter that threat, even thinking about the
“next war” is so nightmarish that the only way I imagine most Israelis
can actually maintain some degree of normalcy is by putting the
thought of another war with Hezbollah out of mind for the most part.

Which leads me to the notion of maintaining the “status quo”…
I remember the book “Future Shock” by Alvin Toffler, which was

written in 1970, and which advanced the notion that the pace of tech-
nological change was going to be so overwhelming that it would lead
to people feeling “disconnected” and “disoriented”. His summary of
what was happening was “too much change in too short a period of
time”.

Now, while Toffler may have been right about the pace of techno-
logical change, where he got it wrong was in his prediction of how
people would cope with that change. What has happened is that peo-
ple simply avoid thinking about the huge changes that are taking place
around them every day – and they desperately attempt to hold on to
the “status quo”.

So that, for instance, we read that the vast majority of Israelis are not
interested even in thinking about Palestinians – never mind
Hezbollah. 

We’ve often heard that Israelis live “day to day”. I can’t imagine any
other way of coping with the kinds of stresses that confront the typical
Israeli. After dealing with the true “existential” problems of simply try-
ing to survive in a country where the economic pressures attendant on
being unable to afford decent housing are so overwhelming that mil-
lions take to the streets in protest, the incredibly real danger posed a
Hezbollah right on your doorstep is inevitably pushed out of mind.
How else can one function?

But, as Cambanis – and so many others, have pointed out, delaying
dealing with unavoidable situations and hanging on to the status quo
is not a viable strategy in the long term. As Cambanis told me in a pri-
vate conversation, the Israeli government doesn’t really have a “strat-
egy” for dealing with problems – it only lurches along from one crisis
to the other. That is why, he said, Israel’s government was caught so off
guard by the huge changes that are taking place in the Arab world,
and why its response to those upheavals has been to urge the United
States to stand behind despots such as Mubarak.

(Further, as scary a thought as it may be to us, given the current tur-
moil in the Arab world, Jordan’s King Abdullah is also in a precarious
position. I wonder whether Israel’s government has prepared itself for
the possibility of that country, too, also undergoing a major revolu-
tion.)

Thus, maintaining the status quo – real or imagined, is what most of
us would prefer, and who can blame anyone for wanting to stick with
“the devil you know”. Just look at all the recent elections in Canada:
Within the past year, our federal government and every single provin-
cial government that was facing re-election has been returned to
power – in PEI, Newfoundland, Ontario (albeit with a minority there),
Manitoba, and Saskatchewan. 

Maintaining the status quo doesn’t just apply to governments. 
While I didn’t intend to use this column as a segué to the Simkin

Centre situation every time up, how could I go an entire issue without
bringing up that ongoing situation?

As I discuss what has been transpiring at that home with more and
more individuals, it has dawned on me that people’s minds on all
sides of the issue of change at the Simkin Centre have been made up
long ago, and that the typical mentality, whether you’re a defender of
the home or a critic is: “Don’t confuse me with the facts”.

That is why you can hear one person say that their loved one
received or is receiving the best possible care imaginable at the
Simkin Centre, while the next person you talk to can say that the
Simkin Centre is guilty of the most egregious types of abuse.

They can’t both be right, but as with a board at the Simkin Centre
that has for too long “dug in its heels”, “circled the wagons”  - (You
can substitute just about any other cliché that would fit the situation
to describe the board’s mentality.) – a refusal to accept accountability
for real problems is what’s at the heart of the problems at that facility.

Yet, just as it is with Israelis putting out of mind all the very real
threats that could suddenly explode into scenes of savage chaos, in
our own day-to-day lives, most of us prefer to stick with the tried and
true, whether it’s by continually re-electing the same politicians or
thinking that the way a nursing home has been run for years is the way
it should continue to be run.

Change is scary.

Short takes
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By CHARLIE SITWELL
I have followed the Simkin Centre activities with great interest.
I am a former health care CEO and board member, whose experi-

ence includes taking over a hospital under government trusteeship fol-
lowing the dismissal of the whole Board, the termination of the CEO,
a six month suspension of the medical staff, and a community com-
pletely torn apart. One of the early outcomes was a dramatic loss of
donations which, along with cost overruns on construction drove the
hospital into virtual bankruptcy, as revenues were reduced below the
amount of interest on the capital debt.

The situation at the Simkin Centre is tragic because it is has affected
the safe and adequate resident care resulting in a divided community.
This is not a simple fix.

The governance issue is but a small part of the problem.
Nonetheless, it is a significant part since the Board has set the corpo-
rate culture (A set of values to which everyone in the organization sub-
scribes and consequently practices). And, regardless of all good inten-
tions, the board has the legal responsibility and liability for resident
care.

Notwithstanding the collective role of the board, I believe that indi-
vidually, the board members are sincere, dedicated people who, as
volunteers, have little if anything to gain from their efforts, other than
serving the community. However, people often hold to the safety of
past practice (i.e. the long standing structure of the Board of Directors)
rather than risk venturing into unknown territory, which requires
change. 

First, let’s put the governance issue into perspective: The structure
whereby a board of directors appoints directors is a unique practice. I
say that, as I worked in four provinces and was familiar with the rest
of Canada when I sat on the national Board and Executive of the
Canadian College of Health Care Executives and the Nova Scotia
Association of Health care Organizations. I was further exposed to
board structures when I did some consulting for Coopers and Lybrand.

Prior to regionalization the vast majority of institutions were incor-
porated as “societies” with nominal membership dues. Membership

allowed one to speak at annual meetings, run for and vote at board
elections, as well as several other constitutional provisions. The world
changed with regionalization.

Politicians wanted to distance themselves from public accountabili-
ty by inserting regional boards between themselves and the public,
while maintaining and increasing their control. Part of this included a
major change in structure whereby it appoints all the regional health
boards. The current mainstream of governance models has not served
the public interest.

Readers should be clear that the politicians changed the direction
recommended by the various royal commissions on health care.
Amongst other objectives, regionalization was to reduce administra-
tion and bureaucratic expenses and provide greater independence
and, therefore, sensitivity to local needs. It has done the very opposite.
There is more bureaucracy and centralization today than ever before,
making it difficult for boards to function properly.

The Simkin Centre is part of the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority. I do not think that it is coincidental that the Winnipeg
Regional Health Authority is facing a similar situation with the possi-
bility of criminal and civil action with respect to the Sinclair case.
WRHA is now diverting scarce resources from patient care to deal
with the Sinclair case amongst other problems.

It is usually the advice of legal counsel to say nothing. Without
throwing caution to the wind, I believe, and personal experience sup-
ports that advice is wrong. Most lawsuits in health care are launched
because of the lack of transparency, the poor treatment families
receive, and their subsequent frustration and anger.

It doesn’t require a career administrator to forewarn that the com-
munity reaction to the current structure and lack of transparency will
exacerbate the situation. It will get worse if it is not addressed. The
Board of the Simkin Centre needs to address people’s concerns and
change the corporate culture (or ensure all subscribe to it) if further
crises are to be averted, damages mitigated and the community is to
be healed.
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Op-ed/Letters

To Rabbi Lander of Etz Chayim
I must take issue with the fact that you recently expressed your dis-

taste for the evils of “fun” gambling at Bar/Bat Mitzvahs; raising
money by doing Texas Hold ‘em nights; or just a Fun Casino
Fundraiser for profit. Furthermore, I find it hypocritical to publicly
decry gaming, especially from the pulpit on the High Holidays.

Have you ever considered how many of the congregation take part
in trips to Vegas, the race track, or other casinos in Manitoba and
beyond? What about all of your seniors who love to hop on a gam-
bling junket bus? How about all the families who gamble online
together? Does buying lottery tickets for 649, Lotto Max, etc., count
as evil gambling? OH YES! What about Bingo, the financial backbone
of many of our houses of worship?

Finally, let’s consider the most basic, simplistic money making
scheme – the CASH DRAW LOTTERY, sanctioned by you and the gov-
ernment. Is that not evil gambling on the synagogue premises? (By the
way, I bought my ticket). It seems parents and their children have
asked for this alternate form of entertainment. Why deny this request?
Why does the other synagogue allow it? Why drive business to other
venues? Is this one man’s decision or is it the decision of the Board
and the congregation?

Curiously,
Harold Swick

LETTERS

Att: Posner’s Puzzle:
Dear Sirs:
Please note that while we were delighted to see the old Sammie

photo of 1956, which has been circulating between the Sammies in
this photo the last month or two, there was an error identifying a third
row Sammie: The name is actually Jerry Mednick, not Gerry Medved
as stated. Although we live in the San Francisco Bay Area, we are
faithful readers of the paper, and have continued to receive it here in
Northern California for the 49 years we’ve been away from Winnipeg.
Jerry Mednick is a Pediatric Neurologist, here. I am an old friend of
the Posner family, in particular Linda Posner with whom I grew up in
the South End, so please convey my regards to Gerald Posner. My
maiden name was Morganstern.

Thank you kindly,
Ellie Mednick

Simkin Centre board relies on “past practice”

Hezbollah a major threat to Israel
I absolutely disagree with Middle East correspondent Thanassis

Cambanis’s claim in his presentation Nov. 2 at Etz Chayim Synagogue
that Israel has never been more secure.

Although approximately 50 per cent of Israelis believe Iran will drop
a nuclear bomb on their country, Cambanis said Iran would never be
so foolish because what would follow would obliterate Iran. Cambanis
said he believes Israel is safe from serious injury. But Iranian rockets
continue to land in Israel, killing Israelis, and now Lebanon has long-
range missiles that are capable of reaching Tel Aviv.

The Middle East is in the midst of major change. Egypt is under new
leadership, and no one knows whether it will continue to be a friend
of Israel. Libya rid itself of Moammar Gadhafi with the assistance of
the United States. Iraq and Syria are going through major changes, too.

Israel is damned if it does and damned if it doesn’t. When it answers
rocket attacks with rocket attacks, it is condemned for responding dis-
proportionately. It is time for Israel to stop protecting itself by reacting.

The only road to true peace is through serious, honest dialogue.
Unfortunately, negotiating with countries that want to see Israel drown
in the sea is practically impossible. The conclusion is crystal clear:
Israel must remain strong and become even stronger against world
opinion and attack before it is attacked. 

The recent prisoner exchange of 1,000 Arabs for one Jew is setting
Israel up for more Israelis to be captured and used as negotiating tools.
We are living in very dangerous times. And the 1,000 terrorists Israel
released will kill again. You can bet on that.

Add to this concern the negotiations with the Palestinians. Whoever
accepts the basic principle of the 1967 lines will receive support from
the world. Whoever rejects this settlement will lose the world. Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu vehemently objects to beginning peace
talks on the basis of the 1967 borders, arguing they would not be
accepted in the Knesset or in the U.S. Congress.

Thanassis Cambanis is wrong. What is unfolding for Israel is far from
safe. 

Chaim (Hart) Peikoff
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Myron Love

Once again, last
weekend, the mem-
bers of the largely
Jewish General
Monash Branch of the
Royal Canadian
Legion were out
showing their colours
– at the community’s
Kristallnacht program

last Wednesday, at Remembrance Day
Services on Friday, and at the annual com-
memorative service on Friday evening at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Year by year now
however, notes General Monash president
Morris Faintuch, as World war II recedes ever
farther into history, the number of veterans
participating in these commemorative pro-
grams is further depleted by infirmity and
death – both among General Monash branch
members and the Legion as a whole.

“There used to be 22 Legion branches in
our region,” Faintuch says. “Now there are
10.”

When he became president of the General
Monash branch seven years ago, Faintuch
recalls, the membership numbered between
250 and 300. Now, there are less than 50 and
only a dozen or so attend meetings.

“A lot of people are surprised that we are
still around,” Faintuch says, “but our club-
room doors (on Main Street between Atlantic
and Polson) are still open. We still have our
weekly darts game. Fortunately, we have a
tenant upstairs which helps us pay the bills.”

Faintuch is atypical of most Legion mem-
bers in that he is not a World War II veteran.
Rather, he is a veteran of the Palmach, Israel’s
famed - and feared – pre-independence elite
fighting unit. Faintuch is also a Holocaust sur-
vivor. He was the youngest of five sons of a
family from Radom in Poland. Three of his
brothers were able to escape to Russia. His

father was mur-
dered near the beginning of the war while his
mother and another brother died in the
Radom ghetto. 

For a year, the young teenager fended for
himself while hiding from the Nazis. He sur-
vived death by firing squad, labour camps
and Auschwitz, in several cases using his wits
to escape death. The then-17-year-old was
liberated in May, 1945, and, shortly there-
after, approached by members of the Jewish
Brigade of the British army to join other
Jewish teens going to Palestine.

“There was nothing left for me to go back to
in Poland,” he says. 

The teen survivors were smuggled from
Austria to Italy, where they joined the Jewish
Brigade and commenced their military train-
ing. “We were put on the first boat going
from Italy to Israel,” he recalls. “We came
legally on a British troop ship.”

In Israel, he chose to go to a moshav where
he spent a half day working and a half day in
school. When war broke out in 1948, he
joined the nascent Jewish army and was
placed with the Palmach.

“Our first mission was to take Safed,” he
says. “The Arabs had this heavy weapon
guarding the front entrance to the town. We
were lightly armed We climbed up the hill
from the rear. It took us two to three hours.
We took the Arabs by surprise and they
quickly fled. It was a miracle.”

After three or four days, Faintuch’s unit was
ordered to the Galil. “Kibbutzim in the Galil
were told to hold on because the Palmach
was coming,” he says. “When the Arabs
heard that the Palmach was coming, they
usually ran away.”

It wasn’t until the next year – 1949 – that
the Palmach units were equipped with plen-
tiful weapons and ammunition – thanks to
the Czechs and the Russians. Faintuch was
assigned machine gunner duty. He remem-

bers fighting out of an open jeep with tank
treads for back wheels.

He fought twice at Latrun - in the unsuc-
cessful efforts to open that route to Jerusalem
– and also to clear the hills behind Latrun
after the Israelis built a by-pass road to
relieve the city. 

Then, it was on to the Negev to relieve a
Palmach unit in that theatre of war. 

With that phase of fighting at an end in
1950, the Palmach was disbanded as a sepa-
rate unit, incorporated into the new Israeli
army, and Faintuch returned to civilian life.
He was planning to return to his moshav, but
a fortuitous meeting with the Mayor of
Ashdod resulted in a good job for him in that
city.

Faintuch may have stayed in Israel except
for his having contracted malaria. After sev-
eral recurrences, a doctor suggested that the
best thing for him to do would be to move to
a place with a different climate.
It is necessary to rewind here a bit. After the

War, Faintuch was able to reconnect with his
brothers, one of whom was the late Dr. Henry
Faintuch, who had come to Winnipeg after
the war, and become the director of the
Sharon Home. Morris Faintuch notes that
most of his father’s family had immigrated to
Winnipeg before the war.

“My father stayed behind in Poland because
he had a thriving business,” Faintuch says.

Through his work at the Sharon Home,
Henry Faintuch had become very close to the
influential community leader Sol Kanee and
his family. Sam and Riva Kanee, Sol’s parents,
had looked up Morris Faintuch during their
visit to Israel in 1948. 

Morris Faintuch recalls that his initial effort
to come to Canada was rebuffed. Israel was
not anxious to lose young men. Sol Kanee
came to Israel a short time after that rejection
- Kanee visited Israel many times over the
years and had a substantial investment in the
Jewish state – and, within a couple of days,
arranged for Faintuch to leave for Winnipeg.

In Winnipeg, Faintuch married the former
Mildred Flom and, together, they raised three
children. For 25 years, he operated a grocery
store. 

He was recruited to join the General
Monash Legion 20 years ago by then-
President Izzy Wise (who passed away seven
years ago) while on vacation in Hawaii.
“Somebody told Izzy that I had served in the
Israeli army,” Faintuch says.

As to the future of the Monash branch,
Faintuch says that “we would like to sell our
building and donate the money to the Jewish
Foundation”. The hitch is that, according to
Royal Canadian Legion rules, the money
would have to go to the Legion.

In the meantime, Faintuch notes, “we are
still a Jewish organization and we will carry
on as best we can”. 

General Monash Legion president decorated veteran of the Palmach 

MORRIS FAINTUCH in 1948.

M O R R I S
F A I N T U C H
WITH Palmach
service medal
(inset): “When
the Arabs
heard that the
Palmach was
coming, they
usually ran
away.”
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OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE



A few weeks ago I
had the rare opportu-
nity - meaning I don’t
get asked very often -
to speak to a Jewish
group: The B’nai
Brith Yachad chapter,
(which I had actually
belonged to in the

1980’s), wanted to know my story about host-
ing talk shows (CFRW, CJOB, KICK-FM), along
with dealing with the local radio industry and
CRTC, while also providing a voice for the
community. I recognized a few faces and felt it
appropriate to provide the group some of my
personal and professional background, since I
do not use the family name in my line of work. 

As I saw, in Winnipeg the word “Wynola”
still brings a smile to people’s faces. (Ed note:
The Bell Bottling Company, which produced
Wynola - among many other famous soft
drinks, was owned by the Boroditsky family. By
the way, Marty’s real name is Martin Boroditsky,
in case you were one of the very few members
of the tribe who were unaware of that fact.)

That took care of registering my roots in this
city in their minds. As to registering my talk
host bona fides, the credibility of the training
and education I received as the assistant to
Yoram Hamizrachi when he stood up to rich
and powerful interests was well remembered
by the Yachadniks, as were Yoram’s extensive
public appearances and lectures. Ask your-
selves, how many of blessed memory in our
community are so immediately identified by
one name? 

The past month marked the first anniversary
of the passing of Lt. Col. Yoram Hamizrachi
East, z’l”. When thinking about what best
defined the lessons he taught me about com-
munity activism and citizen journalism, what
stands out is a Letter to the Editor in the Free
Press of May 11, 1985 entitled “Enquiry want-
ed” - adjacent to a similar letter from his wife,
Beate. 

Yoram expertly captured the principles of our
generation of activists: Government can’t do
something if it’s done wrong, bureaucrats have
to be challenged when they try to treat the pub-
lic like rubes or idiots when people complain
something is being done wrong, and that
everyone, including the media has to look past
their biases and connections with the establish-
ment to inform the public fairly and provide
accountability.

Here is Yoram’s letter:
“Since my name has come up...concerning

the controversy surrounding a federal govern-
ment grant applied for by the executive direc-
tor for the International Centre, Tom Denton,
for a multicultural program, the time has come
to comment briefly on the issue.

“The fact remains that it was Mr. Denton who
applied for a grant in the name of an elected
committee without the committee’s knowl-
edge; that Mr. Denton signed the application as
the treasurer of the committee even though he
knows very well that he is neither a member of
the committee nor does the executive of the
committee include the position of a treasurer.

“The excuses given now by Mr. Denton seem
rather lame for a man of intelligence.

“The continuous hints by Mr. Denton and the
president of the centre, Olga Fuga, that there
may have been something “unethical” in the
way I was hired does not hold water.
Unfortunately, the hiring practices of the centre
lean strongly on the patronage system and on
“who knows whom”. I was hired without a
competition. Unfortunately, this practice con-
tinues to this day in most cases and therefore
not always the best person is hired for the job.”

Using evident facts, wry observations, impec-

cable logic, precise phrasing, and his trade-
mark sarcasm, Yoram stated exactly to an enor-
mous Saturday - delivery subscriber base, what
impropriety the system was trying to cover-up
and named names. 

Federal money was transferred to a non-prof-
it on a faked grant application and involved
political allies of the Mulroney government.
Documents with forged signatures were also
used to pay Yoram – until he put a stop to it.

The same day the letter was published he quit
the International Centre rather than legitimize
the funding of the multicultural coordinator job
by accepting it. “I’m going to prove I don’t need
their money and I don’t want their money,” he
told Sun reporters BJ Del Conte and Eric
Johnson on May 13th.

Two decades later I applied those principles
to community radio and crafted “The Great
Canadian Talk Show”. Yoram was in my corner
with advice and feedback, and it was from him
I first learned that Harold Buchwald enjoyed
my drive-home show. The colonel was a fre-
quent guest on Middle Eastern affairs, upris-
ings, human and civil rights and anti-Semitism.
I regret never interviewing him on-air about his
magnificent artwork, tarot-card reading, or
cholent recipe. 

He would be having a field day as an activist
right now if he were in his prime.

Here are just a few of the issues that would
have interested him:

* Foreign students getting free health care
when seniors and the poor can’t get a family
doctor; 

* Philanthropists and governments planning
$31 million dollars for polar bear sanctuaries,
while there are 2000 homeless in Winnipeg,
and the women’s shelter needs $500,000 in
repairs - a fraction, Yoram would surely point
out, of the zoo project; 

* The well-compensated media not naming
which Crocus Fund directors admitted to
allowing the sale of grossly overvalued shares
to gullible union families and seniors, and are
“punished” by the government regulator with a
ban on doing it again for a year (since they
can’t sit on any share-capital boards.) 

* Let alone the quality of news reporting
about “polls”, civic garbage and frontage fees
gouging homeowners, and a judge talking to a
Crown witness outside a courtroom. 

I coined a phrase on my podcast for the sheer
chutzpah of governments and the ruling oli-
garchy in 2011 (in 1984 we called it an “Olga-
garchy”); for the attitude that they can ignore
outrageous decisions and funding priorities
along with discriminatory procedures and
practices; for how slanted the field has become
against the poor and working class and against
those who are not among the “who knows
whom” and influential (many of whom Yoram
referred to as “the phony balonies” that don’t

walk the walk). 
I said it in Yoram’s voice on my podcast and

it sounded like a perfect fit… like something he
would say. I prepared my show notes, and
explained and analyzed it for my audience that
day, the way he taught me: What is going on
around us and behind the scenes. Think criti-
cally and express with passion…And with
some style because it is, after all, radio.

In this way, I paid tribute to my late mentor.
Indeed, Yoram, we live in interesting times.
Bizarro Manitoba.
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Marty Gold

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation.
A borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be
able to provide qualified guarantors who
are willing to cosign for the loan. These
interest free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the
loan helped me to realize my dream of
being a homeowner. As a result my
future, and that of my children, is more
stable and secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

What Yoram Hamizrachi taught me about social activism

By

MARTY GOLD

Lt. Col. Yoram Hamizrachi East, z’l
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Community/Canadian newsThe Jewish Heritage Centre invites you
to explore the Sephardic experience

On Tuesday, November 29, in the MultiPurpose Room of the
Asper Jewish Community Campus, the Jewish Heritage Centre
(JHC) will host a panel discussion on Sephardic Jewry. Moderated
by Kinsey Posen, the panel will consist of Mary Benarroch, Dr.
Michael Salman and Daniel Ashrafi. Each will offer personal
reflections on what it means to be a Sephardic Jew and how their
identities have been shaped by the exigencies and dictates of life
in Winnipeg. The evening will also include a sampling of foods
and dessert reception, coordinated by Dubi Shlenger, Rena Elbaze
and Al Benarroch. In addition, Ruth Ashrafi has kindly volun-
teered to put together a display of items that capture the richness
of and cultural variations within Sephardic Jewry. 

The idea for this program was suggested by Susan Turner at a
meeting of the Planning and Exhibits Committee of the JHC. From
there a sub-committee was created, consisting of Ruth Ashrafi, Al
Benarroch, Stan Carbone (JHC staff), and Dan Stone (JHC
President). Ruth and Al have brought to this exercise their exten-
sive knowledge on Sephardic culture as well as considerable
planning skills.

The JHC is all about empowering the community in an educa-
tional and cultural sense. It is a gathering place for people seek-
ing to make sense of their lives in relation to the past and present.
For the Heritage Centre, dialogue is the vehicle by which people
aspire to reach their full intellectual and creative potential, and to
satisfy the range of emotional and psychic needs. Through the
many activities offered, we encourage critical thinking – which
means to understand why things happen and how they develop
and change over time. We foster an environment that is conducive
to sharing in the memory and meaning of a particular individual
or collective experience, era, locale, event, etc. We encourage our
audiences to explore the multiple identities that make up Jewish
culture (religious, secular, social class, gender, etc.) and ask them
to situate themselves within any or all of these identities or come
up with others that we have not considered. 

When two events occur together with
unfailing regularity, it is tempting to conclude
that they are causally linked. When the
ancients heard a rooster crow daily just
before sunrise, there were probably some
who concluded that the sound of the rooster
awakened the sun from its slumber. Once a
scientifically-minded ancient ate the crowing

rooster and observed that the sun continued to rise, belief in the
power of the rooster was laid to rest. The ancient Greeks encapsulat-
ed the knowledge gained by formulating the “post hoc ergo propter
hoc” fallacy: the fact that event A regularly precedes event B does not
imply that A causes B.

Numerous statistical studies showed a high correlation between
education and productivity. Many social scientists ignored the lesson
from ancient Greece and hastily concluded that increasing a student’s
education will increase the student’s productivity in the workplace.
This doctrine was challenged quite dramatically in 1971 by Michael
Spence, a Canadian doctoral candidate in Economics at Harvard
University. Thirty years later, Spence shared the Nobel Memorial Prize
in Economic Sciences for his pioneering work. 

While acknowledging that high productivity generally accompanies
a high level of education, Spence examined the implication of assum-
ing that a person’s level of productivity is an innate characteristic that
cannot be altered by education: one begins life either as a productive
individual (type P) or as an unproductive individual (type U). In this
setting, assuming that education has no intrinsic value for students,
why would they ever expend effort and resources in pursuit of higher
education? The answer is that employers are willing to pay a higher
wage to type P workers than to type U workers. There is only one
problem: they are unable to tell them apart. They do not have P or U
tattooed on their forehead. And if they ask a job applicant whether he
or she is type P, those who really are will tell the truth and type U indi-
viduals will have every incentive to lie and misrepresent their true
type.

The direction of causality

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

Canadian government helps fund kosher food safety
TORONTO (JTA) – Canada's federal government will help fund

the safety of kosher food products.
Industry Minister Christian Paradis, who also is responsible for

agriculture and agri-food, announced a grant of up to $764,000 to
enhance the safety of kosher food products produced in Canada.

The announcement was made earlier this month at the offices of
the Jewish Community Council of Montreal, also known as the Vaad
Ha'ir, which is coordinating the effort across the country.

The Canadian Kosher Food Safety Initiative is aimed at ensuring
the highest level of food safety at all phases, from the raw materials
to processing, distribution and retailing, the Canadian Jewish News
reported. "Food safety is a priority for this government and for all
Canadians," Paradis said. "This investment will further increase con-
sumer confidence in the safety of kosher food and help build a more
competitive sector."

The initiative also seeks to create a Canadian council on kosher
food safety in which the different kosher brands are invited to par-
ticipate, the CJN reported. "This is in an effort to standardize food
safety processes for the kosher industry," Vaad executive director
Rabbi Saul Emanuel said, adding that universities are being asked to
assist in the development of standards.

Participation by industry and kashrut organizations is voluntary.

Canadian gov’t funding Jewish veterans memorial
TORONTO (JTA) – Canada’s government said it will help fund a

memorial honoring Jewish war veterans. 
A grant of up to $28,700 will go toward the construction of the

monument on the central Sherman campus of the United Jewish
Appeal Federation in Toronto, the country’s minister of veterans
affairs said at an event Monday announcing the funding. 

“It is gratifying to know that younger generations have a special
place like the Jewish War Veterans of Canada Memorial to reflect on
our country’s proud military history,” Steven Blaney said 

The total cost of the monument is about $70,000. 
The black polished granite memorial, surrounded by a 20-foot-

diameter pad of interlocking brick, commemorates and honors Jews
who served and perished in the Canadian forces during World War
I and II, the Korean War, Afghanistan and all peacekeeping missions. 

One side is etched with the names of 570 Jewish members of the
Canadian armed forces who died in World War I and II and in
Korea. The other side carries the names of 470 Jewish servicemen
and servicewomen who survived those conflicts. 

The monument will be dedicated on Remembrance Day, Nov. 11.
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By MARTIN ZEILIG
Winnipeg resident

Daniel Ashrafi shares
something in common
with medieval
philosopher/physi-
cian/Torah scholar
Maimonides, 17th
century Dutch
philosopher Baruch
Spinoza, 19th British
Prime Minister
Benjamin Disraeli,
19th Century
American poet Emma
Lazarus, and present
day American
actor/director/comedian Hank Azaria, among many others

They are all Sephardi Jews.
Ashrafi, who is from Iran originally, along with Dr. Michael Salman

(Iraq), and Mary Benarroch (Morocco) will be the panelists at the
EXPLORING THE SEPHARDIC EXPERIENCE evening in the Multi-pur-
pose Room, Asper Jewish Community Campus. The event, which is
sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre and will be moderated by
Kinsey Posen, takes place on Tuesday, November 29, 2011.  

“As you know, the first Jewish immigrants to Winnipeg were Jews
from Eastern Europe and most Winnipeg Jews today are Ashkenazi
Jews,” said Ashrafi during an interview recently.

He and his wife, Dr. Ruth Ashrafi, who is the Director of Judaic
Studies at the Gray Academy of Jewish Education, fled the Islamic
Republic of Iran 23 years ago and received political asylum in
Holland, where they settled in Amsterdam.

“The Ashkenazi Jews are those Jews whose forefathers left Israel and
then moved to Greece and Italy, and from there to Germany and
Northern France. The Medieval Hebrew name for Germany was
Ashkenaz, and the Jews living in those regions were called Ashkenazi
Jews,” Ashrafi explained.

Later in the Middle Ages the Ashkenazi Jews were expelled from
Western Europe and they moved to Poland and Russia, according to
online sources. Sephardi Jews are those Jews who left the Middle East
and moved via North Africa to Spain.

“In the Middle Ages the Hebrew name for Spain was Sepharad,”
Ashrafi explained.

“After the expulsion of the Jews from Spain, many settled in
Morocco and Turkey as well as in other countries. The third group in
the Jewish world, those Jews who left Israel and moved to Syria, Iraq,
and Iran, are usually also called Sephardic, because they share many
cultural similarities with the Spanish Jews.” 

The traditional language of the majority of Sephardim is Judeo-
Spanish, also called Judezmo or Ladino, notes information found on
Wikipedia.

“It is a Romance language derived mainly from Old Castilian
(Spanish) and Old Portuguese, with many borrowings from Turkish,
and to a lesser extent from Greek, Arabic, Hebrew, and French,”
explains the online encyclopeda.

“Until recently, two different dialects of Judeo-Spanish were spoken
in the Mediterranean region: Eastern Judeo-Spanish (in various dis-
tinctive regional variations) and Western or North African Judeo-

Spanish (also
known as
_akitía), once
spoken, with lit-
tle regional dis-
tinction, in six
towns in
N o r t h e r n
Morocco and,
because of later
emigration, also
in Ceuta and
Melilla (Spanish
cities in North
Africa), Gibraltar
(colony of Great
B r i t a i n ) ,
C a s a b l a n c a
(Morocco), and
Oran (Algeria).”

The Nazi
Holocaust that
d e v a s t a t e d
European Jewry
and virtually
destroyed its
cen tu r i e s -o ld
culture also
wiped out the great European population centers of Sephardi Jewry,
and led to the almost complete demise of its unique language and tra-
ditions, notes Wikipedia: “Sephardi Jewish communities from France
and the Netherlands in the northwest to Yugoslavia and Greece in the
southeast almost disappeared.”

Ashrafi stressed that, while the Jews from Morocco, Iraq and Iran
share customs, each of those communities also has very distinctive
characteristics.

But, not all Jews from Iran are the same either, he emphasized. 
“I am from Tehran, which is very different from Shiraz, Isfahan or

Mashad,” observed Ashrafi, who, along with his wife and son, moved
here in 2006.

“Before the Iranian Revolution in 1979 there were about 125,000
Jews in Iran. After the revolution, 100,000 left, mainly for the United
States, and some to Israel. Today there is a large Persian Jewish com-
munity in Los Angeles. They are very successful. The mayor of Beverly
Hills is a Persian Jew. In Israel many Persian Jews also were very suc-
cessful like Shaul Mofaz, the former Defense Minister, and we are very
proud of him.”

Ashrafi trained as a psychologist in Holland, and then worked as
director in a large educational organization.

“Together with my wife, we moved to Israel and lived two wonder-
ful years in our home country, in Jerusalem,” he added.

“We wanted to work for Israel and the Jewish community outside
Israel for a number of years. Of course I am proud to be a Jew from
Iran. I love and cherish our traditions and I look forward to speaking
about them on November 29.”

For more information contact Stan Carbone, curator at the JHC, at
477-7467 or scarbone@jhcwc.org

Exploring the Sephardic experience

DANIEL ASHRAFI



diate threat to Israel than Iran in terms of its
ability to wreak havoc on Israel, yet here in
the West we are constantly being warned that
the possibility of Iran acquiring nuclear

weapons looms as the greatest danger to Israel.

During the question and answer period that followed his lecture,
Cambanis referred to the inevitability of Iran’s acquiring nuclear
weapons: “Iran is going to have a nuclear weapon,” he warned, “just like
Pakistan has, like North Korea has, but it’s hard for me to envision any
circumstance in which it is going to use it…We’re left dealing with con-
tainment”.

Yet, a Hezbollah armed with 30,000 missiles just doesn’t seem to
arouse people’s concerns the way Iran does. Cambanis gave this bleak
assessment of the inevitability of another war breaking out between Israel
and Hezbollah: “I do think war’s going to break out – either by accident
or miscalculation.”

Hezbollah, Cambanis explained, “gets its ‘juice’ from promising that
there’s always going to be another war…it never runs out of ammunition
for its followers.”

Hasan Nassralah, Hezbollah’s leader since 1992, has been hugely suc-
cessful in fashioning Hezbollah not only as a military force, but as a
social movement and Lebanon’s largest political party. 

In the eight years after Narallah’s emergence as its leader, “Hezbollah
emerged as the only viable political party in Lebanon…it wrote a plat-
form and ran on it.” By sticking to such day-to-day issues as delivery of
water, electricity and a variety of social services, and by actually deliver-
ing the goods, but also by “deepening its commitment to war with
Israel…Nasrallah became the most popular politician in the Arab world.”

In Narallah’s view, “the only thing Israelis understand is force”. (Isn’t it
ironic, therefore, when we hear so many hawkish Jews say: “The only
thing Arabs understand is force”)?

The unrest in the Arab world, however, and particularly in Syria, is of
great concern to Hezbollah. According to Cambanis, “Right now
Hezbollah is more worried about its future than it has been since its
founding because of Syria.” 

Again, during the question and answer session, Cambanis expanded
upon his suggestion that Hezbollah has been badly weakened by the
unrest in Syria.

“Hezbollah is losing its credibility,” he said.
Hezbollah has three layers of support, only one of which is absolutely

committed to it, Cambanis suggested: A core group of about 10,000
fighters. In addition, there are a larger group of “true believers”, who,
however, “are not directly answerable to it”; and finally, a third layer of
“soft support” – “armchair supporters”, as he described them.

The assassination of former Lebanese Prime Minister Rafic Hariri in
2005, and the subsequent UN investigation that found Hezbollah direct-

ly responsible for the killing, has done much to undermine that “soft sup-
port”.

That incident and the surprisingly unequivocal finding of the UN inves-
tigation that it was carried out by Hezbollah (although probably at the
behest of the Syrians) “has had a slow, but inexorable effect on under-
mining Hezbollah as a force that would never turn on its fellow
Lebanese.”

As for other countries in the Arab world that have been participating in
what he referred to as an “awakening”, again Cambanis insisted on lay-
ing out a variety of possible scenarios that were certainly not optimistic.

With the emergence of new political actors in the Arab world, after
what Cambanis said were “30 years when nothing happened” in that
part of the world while military dictatorships ruthlessly suppressed any
hint of political groups, what has now emerged is “a lot of ideas we don’t
like”.

Referring to Egypt, Cambanis explained that “the short version is Egypt
is still ruled by the same group except they dumped their CEO.”

Egypt “could end up remaining a military dictatorship or a state where
the government expresses the will of the citizenry…It will take years to
play out.”

Eventually though, Cambanis predicted that “a nationalist and religious
sentiment will emerge.”

Yet, “in a few years the word ‘Islamist’ will be irrelevant. Everybody will
be an ‘Islamist’,” Cambanis predicted. 

That fact should not be of great concern to us, however, as “Egypt (even
the Muslim Brotherhood) has no interest in a war with Israel”, Cambanis
suggested.

“A lot of the fear mongering over Islamists is a way of avoiding dealing
with the question how we are going to deal with the new institutions that
hold power.”

“The biggest struggle right now is between the military and the non-
military.” It’s going to be one or the other.

Further, “the real political struggle is going to be between ‘the rule of
law’ versus ‘religious rule’, between ‘maximalists’ and ‘pragmatists’.”

“A chauvinist, nationalist government will emerge in Egypt and Israel
will have to learn how to deal with it.”

For Israel, the most important lesson is going to be learning “how to
navigate this new world.” To this end, “Israel’s security depends on forg-
ing stable, sustainable relationships with the Palestinians and its Arab
neighbours.”

As far as the Palestinians are concerned, Cambanis noted that “ulti-
mately Palestinians will have representatives that actually represent
them.”

“Hamas represents about one-third of Palestinians,” he noted. Hamas
will have to be included in any potential negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinians.

Despite the immediate dangers that Hezbollah and Hamas pose to
Israel (not to mention Iran), Cambanis suggested that “from Israel’s point
of view, Israel has never been as militarily secure. No way, short of a
complete collapse of the U.S., can any other power, including a nuclear
Iran, come close to threatening Israel.”

“Still,” Cambanis admitted, “it offends people to say that Katyusha
rockets aren’t the strategic threat the way Arab armies were in the
1960’s,” or the way Syria threatened Israel when it commanded the
Golan Heights.

And, while we haven’t heard much about Hezbollah’s engaging in ter-
rorist activities since the 1994 bombing of the Jewish community centre
in Buenos Aires, Cambanis suggested that it’s not at all clear that
Hezbollah has actually abandoned terrorism as a tool in its arsenal.

“Israel intelligence says they’ve foiled numerous Hezbollah attempts to
assassinate Israeli diplomats,” so it’s not for lack of trying that Hezbollah
hasn’t carried out any successful terrorist activities in recent years.

Finally, as the question and answer period was drawing to a close,
Cambanis engaged in a particularly heated exchange with Soody
Kleiman. 

Kleiman asked Cambanis: “Shouldn’t we take people seriously at their
word” when they say they want to destroy Israel?

Cambanis answered: “I don’t think you actually know what they say.
I’ve yet to hear anything like a militant Islamist say that ‘Jews don’t
have the right to walk the Earth.’ I think we ought to distinguish
between those people who want to kill Jews and those who criticize
Israel.”

For many in the audience, however, Cambanis’s unwillingness to
demonize Hezbollah or Arab “Islamists” seemed to leave them
angered. It certainly was unusual to hear a speaker in a synagogue
deliver what was essentially an extremely frightening message about
what is going on in the Middle East, yet in a manner that was absolute-
ly devoid of any partisanship towards Israel.
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Jill Brandes

I had always thought of myself as a fairly
intelligent woman. An avid reader, and devot-
ed news junkie, I liked nothing better than
doing crossword puzzles (in ink!) with
Beethoven blaring in the back-
ground. 

Then one night
after an arduous
a f t e r - d i n n e r
cleanup, I decid-

ed to sit down on the couch for just a
couple of minutes to catch my breath.
Three hours later, I stumbled up the
stairs. What had happened? I had made
the mistake of turning on the T.V.! 

I discovered TLC’s (The Learning
Channel’s) “What Not To Wear”. This
reality show ambushes gals who are fash-
ion disasters and offers them the oppor-
tunity (and $5000) to come to New York
for a complete makeover, both inside and
out. 

With fashion tips galore, stylists
Stacey London and Clinton Kelly
assisted by hairstylist Nick Arrojo and
make-up maven Carmindy, worked
their magic. The transformation was
truly astounding!

“What a great show,” I thought as I
reached for the T.V. remote. It was
time to go to the computer to write a “Flip Side”, but before my finger

could hit the power
button, a bevy of
Bridezillas flashed
on the screen. 

That was my intro-
duction to, “Say Yes
to the Dress”. Set in
Kleinfelds, a presti-
gious New York
bridal salon, “Say
Yes…” showcases
brides and their
entourages as they
go through the
process of choosing
that special dress for
the “big day”.

That partcular
episode featured a
young woman who
had beaten cancer
and now was at the
salon with her sup-
portive fiancé to find
a gown. The dress
she loved turned out
to be too rich for her
budget, so the man-
agement cut the
price to make her
wedding dreams
come true! What a
h e a r t - w a r m i n g
episode, but now it
was really time to
get up and get down
to work. 

Oh, but then
“Four Weddings”
caught my eye. In
this reality show,
four brides attend
and rate each others’
weddings. At the
end of the show, the
bride with the high-
est score wins a hon-
eymoon to an exotic
destination. I
watched with fasci-
nation as one couple

donned wet suits for their wedding cere-
mony in a shark tank at an aquarium! 

By now it was close to midnight and my
brain (and bum) were numb as I wan-
dered up the stairs and went to bed. 

The next night I found myself on the
couch again (just for a couple of min-
utes). “Dancing with The Stars” was
on, and during the commercial
break I happened to flip to NBC’s
“The Sing-off”, a show where a
cappella groups compete to win
cash and a recording contract. 

These groups were really tal-
ented, but I needed to get back
to DWTS for Cloris Leachman’s
tango! As I hit the remote, the
Duggers and their 19 children
appeared. This sent me into a
frenzy of strategic channel hop-
ping. What was happening to

me?
Each night thereafter, I

vowed that I would not be
“dumbed down” by reality
TV. I thought that I could
resist the siren song of my set-
tee, but to no avail. 

By now I was addicted to so
many shows, that I was tap-

ing them and watching whenever I had some free time. I knew all
about “Life with the Osbornes” and I was “Keeping Up With The
Kardashians”. 

I had become a “televidian”, but soon found out that I was not
alone. 

The gals in my exercise class spent most of our workout talking
about the contestants’ performances on “American Idol”, the night
before. 

Then there was the friend who joined me for a shopping expedition. 
She tried on some trousers and wondered aloud, “What would Stacy

and Clinton say about these jeans ?” 
However, the most endearing and somewhat surprising revelation

came from a male friend, who accompanied his daughter to a bridal
salon. 

When she found that “perfect “dress, he teared up. “It was just like
in that T.V. show”, he confided. 

Even famed novelist Salman Rushdie got into the fray when he
tweeted satirically
on Kim Kardashian’s
short-lived marriage
(72 days) to basket-
ball player Kris
Humphries:

“The marriage of
poor kim kardashian
was krushed like a
kar in a krashian

her kris kried, ‘not
fair! why kan’t I keep
my share?’

But kardashian fell
klean outa fashian.”

So what is the
cachet of these reali-
ty shows? 

Critics say that it is
the “unpredictabili-
ty” of real-life situa-
tions that keep us
glued to the set and
keep us talking
about the “stars” of
these shows as if we
know them. 

Well, that’s it for
this week’s On The
Flip Side, and now if
I hurry, I can just
catch the end of
“Flip This House”.

“Real Life” confessions of a couch potato

Each night thereafter, I vowed that I would not be
“dumbed down” by reality TV. I thought that I could
resist the siren song of my settee, but to no avail. By
now I was addicted to so many shows, that I was tap-
ing them and watching whenever I had some free time
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7:30 p.m.
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Director of Leadership Development
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ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES



By MYRON LOVE 
Lewis Wasel and his wife,

Freya, may have left Selkirk for
Edmonton 11 years ago, but his
contributions to the community
just north of Winnipeg haven’t
been forgotten. On Thursday,
November 3, the former
Winnipegger (He practiced law
in Selkirk while living in
Winnipeg.) became the first
recipient of the Friends of the
Selkirk and District Community
Foundation’s new Friend of the
Foundation Award in recognition
of his central role in the founding
of the foundation.

“It was a real honour to receive
the award,” Wasel says. “It was
exciting to see people I haven’t
seen for some time.”

Originally from Saskatchewan
(he was born in Moose Jaw and
raised in Regina), Wasel came to
Winnipeg to attend university
here. In 1969, shortly after he
was admitted to the Bar, he was
presented with an opportunity to practice law with Howard Pawley in
Selkirk. 

“A few weeks after I started working with Howard, he was elected to
the legislature,” Wasel recalls. “I and a couple of other lawyers took
over his practice.”

Wasel practised law in Selkirk for more than 30 years. In the mid-
1990s, it occurred to him that the community could use a foundation
similar to the Winnipeg Foundation. “At the time, the Thomas Sill
Foundation had just established a program aimed at helping Manitoba
communities establish their own foundations,” Wasel recalls. “I knew
the executive director of the Thomas Sill Foundation. I took on the task
of organizing a foundation for Selkirk. I pulled people in the commu-
nity together to start the foundation.”

It took two years of effort before the new foundation became incor-
porated and got
rolling, Wasel notes. 

Today, the Selkirk
and District
C o m m u n i t y
Foundation has a
capital base of $5
million and growing.
The Foundation pro-
vides grants to a
variety of Selkirk and
area charities.

“It wasn’t easy
leaving Selkirk (and
Winnipeg) for
Edmonton,” Wasel
says. “But our chil-

dren (their son, Norman, and daughter, Rebecca) had both moved to
Edmonton a few years before.”

In Winnipeg, Wasel was very much involved in the Jewish commu-
nity. He served on the boards of Talmud Torah and the BJE, the YMHA
and Camp Massad. In his new home in Edmonton, he has continued
to contribute to the Jewish community. He is a member of Edmonton’s
Chevra Kadishe and Gabbai at his synagogue (Beth Israel). He also
served as president of Edmonton’s Jewish Family Service and as a
board member of the Edmonton Jewish Community Charities
Foundation.

Although retired from practising law, he is working in Edmonton for
the Law Society of Alberta. “I am a complaints resolution officer,” he
says. “It started as a part time job, but now I do it full time. I am real-
ly enjoying this second career.”
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Caring Compassionate PCaring Compassionate Professional Srofessional Serviceervice
you’ve come to trust

Call Elba Haid or
Angela Pollett at

REALCARE
day or night

Ph: (204) 957-7325
fax: (204) 975-1065

e-mail: elbahaid@realcare.ca
Offices at 1008-213 Notre Dame Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba R3B 1N3

Providing:
❤ Alzheimer Care ❤ Palliative Care ❤ Post-Operative Care 
❤ Stroke Care ❤ Long-Term Care ❤ Rehabilitation 
❤ Respite ❤ ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants

Provided by: INSURED & BONDED
❤ RN’s ❤ LPN’s ❤ Health Care Aides
❤ Home Support Workers ❤ Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services - 
- individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
- Free nursing assessment
- 24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
- At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
- Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

FREE DELIVERYON ORDERSOVER $75E

New, Used & Rental Walkers, Scooters, Lift Chairs, Wheelchairs,
Bath Aides & Other Aides for Daily Living.

NEW PRIDE SCOOTERS AND LIFTCHAIRS

Mention this ad & receive 10% off 
the rental or purchase of any item

551 Osborne
453-6473

www.renewmobility.ca

We are seniors
Chapter no. 14

In this chapter we will discuss “Widows”
and to a lesser extent “Widowers”.

The actuaries are right. Women, on aver-
age live longer than men! When a woman
loses her husband, and becomes a widow,
there are a number of situations she must
face and it’s time to examine them.

1) Is she familiar with her husband’s
financial affairs? Who was his financial

advisor? Where did he keep his financial records? I am asking these
questions for a reason. While marriage partners are still alive these
are important matters to discuss before the final judgement day!

2) If your partner had a will, where is it located? Who is the lawyer
who drew the will and would you wish to use the same lawyer for
estate settlement?

3) What funeral arrangements have been made? (Of course this
should be no. 1.)

4) If he was a business owner, who was his chartered accountant?
Where are the papers related to his business? If he had a business
partner are there buy and sell agreements in place for the sale of his
business interests. Who holds the agreements?

5) At which bank or banks did he keep his accounts? Where is the
information located?

6) If the marriage partners had more than one residence, where
are they located, and where are the documents located? Where
there are children involved, and both partners have died, a simple
will leaving a cottage to more than one child can create complica-
tions that didn’t exist while they happily grew up together. One
child may want to continue to own the property, whereas other chil-
dren may want to sell it, because they need or want the cash. How
do you establish a value for the property under those circumstances?
This could also apply to a principle residence.

As a life underwriter and subsequently as an insurance broker, I
have met many widows who have left substantial amounts of money
in non-interest-bearing bank accounts. When I would ask them why,
the normal reply would be to meet unforeseen emergencies. But,
how much is a reasonable amount for this purpose? If you have
some of your money in cashable bonds, wouldn’t this serve the
same purpose?

How did some widows and others get involved with someone like
Bernie Madoff and his elaborate pyramid or Ponzi financial scheme?
Simply put, it’s called ignorance or greed!! If someone offers you a
guaranteed five year bond at 9.00% when the going rate in other
safe financial institutions is only 2.50% then beware!! You need to
associate higher rates of return with higher degrees of risk, or it’s a
pure scam!

If you are a widow or widower, and a financial planner offers to
review your portfolio, then recommends that you cash it all in and
buy new securities from his or her financial institution, get another
opinion, preferably from a fee-only Registered Financial Planner
(R.F.P.)

What constitutes a good investment depends on the individual, his
or her risk tolerance, and how much they have invested in safe,
guaranteed investments with reliable financial institutions, e.g.
Dominion of Canada Bonds, to meet their daily living expenses.
Don’t look at individual investments without examining the entire
picture with a financial planner you know and trust.

The most important point is to monitor the securities that have
been placed in your account. How well is the account performing?
Beware of churning, where securities in your account are traded
constantly to create additional commissions for the advisor.

By

HARRY WARREN

Selkirk recognizes founder of Selkirk Community Foundation

LEWIS WASEL: “It was a real
honour to receive the award. It
was exciting to see people I
haven’t seen for some time.”
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By DANIEL STONE
In this memoir, Winnipeg doctor and profes-

sor, Stefan Carter, recounts his remarkable jour-
ney From Warsaw to Winnipeg. Starting as
Stefan Reicher in pre-war Poland and the
Warsaw Ghetto, he became Stefan Carter in
post-war Poland, Germany, and Canada.

Born into a Polish-speaking family of Jewish
scientists, doctors, artists, and musicians, young
Stefan lived comfortably in pre-war Warsaw,
enjoying holidays at the seaside and in the
mountains. This carefree existence ended when
Nazi Germany conquered Poland and confined
all Polish Jews to ghettos. Stefan lost his mother
in the Great Deportation of 1942 when
300,000 Warsaw Jews went to their deaths, but
his father survived. Stefan’s father also lost his
life in the ghetto.Stefan was able to leave and
lived for two years “on the Aryan”side, hidden
by sympathetic Polish Catholics. He watched
the 1943 Ghetto Uprising from hiding. 

After the war, Carter was reunited with an
aunt and uncle in Cracow, but sadly not with
their son, Tadzik (Ted), who had helped him
escape from the Warsaw Ghetto and died fight-
ing in the 1944 Uprising. Stefan finished high
school and left for Munich, Germany with his aunt and uncle in 1946
under the name of Carter, which the family adopted after Tadzik’s
favourite mystery detective, Nick Carter. In Munich, Stefan started uni-
versity along with many other displaced youth and met a Jewish nurse,
Etta Brenner, whose Winnipeg relatives, Mary and Volodia Kitzes,
sponsored his immigration to Canada while his aunt and uncle went
to the United States.

Carter was only a teenager at the end of the war and most of his life
still lay ahead of him, so the remainder of this memoir provides a rich
portrait of Winnipeg from 1949 to the present. Stefan finished univer-
sity and entered medical school at the University of Manitoba shortly
after the abolition of the quota on Jewish admissions. After graduation,
he followed a scientific, pedagogical, and clinical career that took
him New York, the Mayo Clinic, and back to Winnipeg. As a

researcher, Carter published significant papers on blood circulation
that helped him, as a clinician, to transform rapidly evolving medical
practices. 

In addition to discussing these serious topics, the memoirs give a fas-
cinating picture of ordinary life in Winnipeg with accounts of Carter’s

family and hobbies. For example, Carter, a sports fan,
reminds readers that the Winnipeg Blue Bombers of the
1950s recruited medical student athletes to the team who
made up their missed hospital shifts during the off-sea-
son. Also, it was entertaining to learn about the pranks
that medical and engineering students played on each
other, even if they should not be repeated today. 

Like other survivors who put their Holocaust experi-
ences behind them to build a new life, Carter later felt the
need to come to terms with the past. The concluding
chapters provide a moving account of Carter’s return to
Poland with his two adult sons, his reunion with his
Polish rescuers, and much more. He shows how knowl-
edge of the Holocaust spread in Winnipeg in recent
decades and how the Holocaust community created the
Holocaust Memorial on the Legislative lawn and the
Holocaust Education Centre. A longtime member of the
Holocaust Awareness Committee, Stefan made presenta-
tions to school groups about the Holocaust for many
years, and he helped collect material for the recent vol-
ume, “Voices of Winnipeg’s Holocaust Survivors”. He has

researched and disseminated information about Polish family mem-
bers such as his aunt, the noted painter, Stanislawa Centnerszwer. He
has commemorated his rescuers, most recently with a plaque outside
the Holocaust Education Centre on the Asper Campus.

Stefan Carter’s memoir makes fascinating reading and is illustrated
with family photographs. The sections on the Holocaust and the post-
Holocaust world in Poland and Germany are filled with understated
drama. He writes simply and factually, with a clarity that makes it easy
to sense how a youngster felt. The North American sections, mainly
from Winnipeg, cover a variety of serious and light-hearted topics,
presented in an easy manner that makes them sound like personal sto-
ries told around the kitchen table. 

“From Warsaw to Winnipeg” is available at the Tarbut Festival of
Jewish Culture.

Autobiography of Holocaust survivor Dr. Stefan Carter

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Nov. 18. Candle lighting: 4:24. Mincha: 4:20. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:24.

Sunday morning service: 9:00. Weekday morning service: 8:00. Mincha/Maariv service for
the week of Nov. 20-24: 4:20.

Friday, Nov. 25. Candle lighting: 4:17. Mincha: 4:15. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends: 5:19.
Evening Minyans Nov. 27-Dec. 1: 4:15. Rosh Chodesh Kislev Nov. 27.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, November 18 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:30 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:24 p.m.
Saturday, November 19 - Chayei Sarah - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30

p.m. Shabbat ends 5:24 p.m. 
Sunday, November 20 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Women’s League Torah Fund Brunch

11:00 a.m.
Monday, November 21-Thursday, November 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m.
Friday, November 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:25 p.m., candle light-

ing 4:17 p.m.
Saturday, November 26 - Toldot - morning service 9:00 a.m. New Member Shabbat.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:19 p.m.
Sunday, November 27 - Rosh Chodesh - morning service 9:00 a.m. Annual Lottery 10:30

a.m.
Monday, November 28-Thursday, December 1 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service

6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, November 18. Morning Service 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 6:15 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:24
p.m.

Shabbat, November 19 - Parashat Chayei SarahMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service
10:30 p.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:23 p.m.

Friday, November 25. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:17 p.m.

Shabbat, November 26 - Parashat Toldot Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00
p.m.; Havdallah 5:16 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00
a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 

Candle Lighting for Friday,  November 18  no later than 4:24 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat
Shabbat at 4:25 p.m.

Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m.  Sedra of the Week - Chayei Sarah. Mincha Service
at 4:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:24 p.m. 

Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 4:20 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 25 , no later than 4:17 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at 4:20 p.m.
Shabbat Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Toldot.  Birchat Hachodesh.

Mincha  service- 4:20 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:19 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Kislev - Sunday, November 27.
Daily Mincha/ Maariv Services at 4:15  p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: on Fri., Nov. 18 at 7:30 PM - Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat., Nov. 19 at 10:00 a.m. -Torah Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Adult B’nai

Mitzvah of Neire Mercer and Sara Raymond. at 4:00 p.m. - Torah Study “The Joseph
Chronicles’ led by Rabbi Karen Soria.

Fri., Nov. 25 at 6:15 p.m. - Pot-luck Bring enough food & dessert for yourself + 5 others
Dairy or pareve. At 7:30 p.m. - Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with music by Janet
Pelletier Goetze.
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By REBECA KUROPATWA
Irma Penn, one of the world’s first soferets (female scribes), took time

out on the morning of Nov. 2 to speak to Gray Academy of Jewish
Education’s Grade 2 class, orchestrated by educator, Mara Cramer.

Penn is a talented Canadian artist who trained as to be a scribe in
Jerusalem.

When introducing Penn to her students, Cramer said: “There aren’t
very many Jewish communities that have a scribe. It’s more than a job.
It’s a really special responsibility. 

“There aren’t many Jewish communities in the world that actually
have a soferet. There are communities that have a sofer [male scribe].
Mrs. Penn is one of the first women in the world who is a soferet. There
are more and more women in the world today who are learning to
become sofrot, learning the skill – how to do it, to use the tools.”

When Cramer asked the students what a scribe writes (after the class
has been learning about the process for the last week), the students
raised their hands, responding, “a sefer Torah,” “a mezuzah,” and “a
megillah.” 

When she asked them why they thought it was important to have
Penn speak to them directly, they answered: “We wanted to meet a
person who writes a Torah.” Cramer added, “There’s really nothing
more needed to be said than that.”

Penn spoke to the students, presenting a slide show of her writing a
Torah, mezuzah, and megillah. Ruth Livinston, a teacher and artist
who works at Temple Shalom, accompanied Penn in her class presen-
tation. 

A former Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada’s (JHCWC)
teacher and archivist, Penn’s love for Hebrew letters drove her to train
to be a scribe, a dream 40 years in the making.

After Irma retired from the JHCWC she decided it was time to pur-
sue her dream of becoming a scribe. She studied the forms and laws
of Hebrew letters, the way to select feathers, cut a quill, score parch-
ment, and select different parchment and ink.

“It never dawned on me, till someone pointed it out to me, that I was
one of the first women scribes in the world,” said Penn. “I merely
wanted to do what I loved, with meaning, expertise, and knowledge. 

“Being a Sofrut is very special to me. It’s a way of connecting with
and reaching G-d.”

According to Penn, the language a scribe uses is called “STAM”
(which stands for Torah, mezuzah, tfillin, and megillah, those items
that can be written with this special calligraphy). 

After Penn’s classroom presentation, one student, Rivkah, shared
that her father used to work as a sofer, and it is something he plans on
going back into.

Another student asked how long it takes to write a Torah. Penn
replied that it takes at least a year to write a Torah, working 8 hour
days.

Student, Zalman, asked how many Torahs Penn has written, to
which Penn replied that she is almost finished one and is currently
working on another. She has also written four megillot, noting “You
should write a megillah first before trying to write a Torah.”

Student, Eitan, asked what is hard about writing a Torah. Penn said,
“If you don’t know what you’re doing, it can be pretty hard. But, once
you know how to do something, it’s easy.” 

The path to becoming a sofer or soferet includes first taking a
Hebrew calligraphy course to get used to writing the letters, which
can take six or seven months. This is followed by taking the STAM
course, which is another four or five months. 

The STAM course is taught on an individual, one-on-one basis (with
a trained sofer or soferet teaching a new sofer or soferet). “The only
way to learn properly is to get proper instruction from someone who
knows,” said Penn.

Penn first studied Hebrew calligraphy by correspondence with a
sofer in Jerusalem. “I asked my teacher [who, she said, prefers
anonymity] if he would also teach me STAM. He agreed. So, I went to
Israel.” 

Studying STAM for several months, Penn said, “was exhaustive and
intensive, but I learned so much – from cutting a quill to the Halachah
for every letter.” 

Among other things, Penn learned that there are 79,847 words in the
Torah (which is comprised of 304,805 letters), that a Torah scroll has
62 pages with four columns per page, and that each page has 42 lines. 

Grade 2 students get first-hand look into life of a scribe

Irma Penn (far right), along with teacher Ruth Livingston.

Israel From Within: The Dream Reborn

Now Available Online. Go to www.nifcan.org To Watch

TO A BETTER ISRAEL

(Toronto, ON) Oct 30— Over 400 people packed the Bram & Bluma Appel 
Salon in Toronto for a groundbreaking forum sponsored by the New Israel 
Fund of Canada (NIFC).  Distinguished academics and leading activists 
spoke about recent developments in Israel. 

Highlights included Professor Derek Penslar on the unique challenges of 
land policy in Israel which have implications for who can own land as well 
as on housing prices; the Israeli Jewish and Arab co-directors of Israeli NGO 
Sikkuy on systemic inequalities between Jewish and Arab Israeli Citizens; 
New Israel Fund President Professor Naomi Chazan on the latest chall-
enges in Israel in building a democratic and just society and Israeli analyst 
Shira Herzog moderated a final panel with all the forum’s discussants.

“Empowering ourselves with knowledge on these topics and discussing 
them as a Canadian community is crucial,” said NIFC board member 
Joan Garson during her concluding remarks.  “More awareness and 
understanding of the nuances and challenges involved in a long-held 
vision of Israel as both a homeland for Jews and a just and democratic 
society is critical for Jews in Israel and abroad.” 

The event was simulcast in seven Canadian cities, including Winnipeg. 
At Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, interested Winnipegers gathered to learn 
first-hand, in real time, from the experienced group of Canadian 
and Israeli experts. Many participated in the entire 4-hour program.

Community news



By DAN KLEIN 
NEW YORK (JTA) – Could the 7 billionth person on the planet be Jewish? 
According to the United Nations Population Fund, the Earth welcomed

its 7 billionth resident on Oct. 31. Statistically, the newborn was most like-
ly a boy in India or China. The symbolic title was given to Danica May
Camacho, born two minutes before midnight in Manila in the Philippines. 

There is no reason, however, it couldn’t have been Ava Sarah Keyrallah,
who was born later that evening in Paris. 

“Every single second, four to five new babies are born in the world,”
Sergio DellaPergola, a professor of population studies at Hebrew
University, told JTA by e-mail. “It is difficult to say exactly which baby was
the 7 billionth inhabitant of Earth. But why not dream that it might have
been a Jew?” 

The daughter of a French Jewish mother and a Lebanese Christian father,
the 7-pound Ava Sarah joined a world in which one in 510 people is
Jewish, but where the Jewish world as a whole, according to demogra-
phers, grows gradually and unevenly. 

That Jewish world is one increasingly defined by a small number of pop-
ulation centers, according to a study by DellaPergola titled “World Jewish
Population, 2010.” Approximately 80
percent of Jews live in Israel and the
United States, and the nine countries with
more than 100,000 Jews constitute 91.1
percent of the total worldwide Jewish
population. 

Further, Jews remain exceptionally
urbanized, with half living in just five
cities and two-thirds living in 11 cities. 

“Jewish population stands at somewhat
above 13.5 million and very slowly grows
– only thanks to Israel’s component, now
approaching 43 percent of the total world
Jewry,” DellaPergola said. 

Israel, the world’s most fertile developed
nation, is the engine of Jewish population
growth. Like the rest of the world, Israel
saw a massive decline in fertility rates dur-
ing the 1970s and 1980s due to increases
in public health and education for
women. Unlike the rest of the world, how-
ever, Israel stabilized in the early ’90s and
since then has maintained a fertility rate of
2.9 children per woman. 

“Israel has an unprecedented birth rate,”
said Leonard Saxe, a professor of contem-
porary Jewish studies at Brandeis
University whose current research
involves demographic studies of
American Jewry. “Women, even highly
educated women, have high birth rates.” 

By 1995, according to the World Bank,
Israeli women for the first time began hav-
ing more children than the rest of the
world. And last year, Israel surpassed
Saudi Arabia to become the most fertile
developed nation in the world. 

At the beginning of 2010, Israel had a
Jewish population of 5.7 million. 

Counting Jews outside of Israel is no
simple task. Where Israel has a govern-
ment census, Jewish communities in the
Diaspora must rely on less rigorous and
consistent methods, which leads to dis-
agreements over numbers. 

Just two weeks ago, an otherwise pro-
ductive conference at Brandeis temporari-
ly turned to finger pointing during a
debate over the decision of the Jewish
Federations of North America not to fund
a census of the Jewish community. 

In general, demographers agree that the
Diaspora population is in decline due to
low fertility rates. Other factors changing
the Jewish population include migration,
“opting out” of Jewish life, intermarriage
and choosing not to raise children as Jews. 

According to both DellaPergola and
demographer Ira Sheskin of the University
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In world of 7 billion, demographers

struggle to ascertain the number of Jews

Cont. on page 16. See “Number of
Jews”.

Asper Campus lottery launched Nov. 2
Asper Campus President Barry McArton launched the new

$350,000 Asper Campus Lottery, featuring $100,000 in prizes
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A group of students from
Congregation Etz Chayim’s
B’nai Mitzvah program had
the opportunity to visit
Siloam Mission on October
16th, 2011. The children
baked cookies and brought
them to be distributed to the
Mission’s patrons. While
young teens are not allowed
to work on the front line, we
were treated to a lengthy
explanation of the Mission’s
history and purpose, as well
as a tour of the building that included a brief walk through the drop-
in centre and a visit to the art room, medical centre and clothing
“store”. The students and their parents were visibly moved by the
experience. Here are some of their thoughts.

Brett – When I went to Siloam Mission I realized how lucky we are
to live the way we do. This has definitely been an eye opening experi-
ence and I will remember it always.

Cari - I thought that Siloam Mission was a very educational experi-
ence. I really enjoyed touring the place and learning about all the dif-
ferent rooms. My favourite part was going into the art room and see-
ing all of the art work that people had done.

Kali - I think that it was a great experience and it changed me from
beginning to end. I always thought that homeless people were home-
less because they chose to and that homeless people all thought dif-
ferently but seeing the art and the way they interacted with us I real-
ized that we are the same but in different situations. It was also very
overwhelming. Instead of seeing homeless people from the car I was
actually there. 

Ari – The visit to Siloam Mission was very enlightening; I learned
many things I didn’t know before. It made me feel reassured that there
was an organization to help people who can’t yet help themselves.

Harry - I learned that most people who use Siloam Mission were
either born in a foster home or had bad parents that did bad things to
them. I also learned that there are 2000 homeless people in Winnipeg

and only 600 beds. I also learned that lots of people donate money
and clothes in Manitoba to Siloam Mission.

Megan - I was very impressed with the amount of people the mission
is able to help every single day. Everybody was so respectful of people
in need. It was sad to see how many people in Winnipeg need so
much help.

Geoffrey - This experience changed my life. I will never think of
homeless people the same way. They are normal people and even
some of them have better artistic ability than me. I had the opportuni-
ty to ask a homeless man the score of the football game they were
watching and the man replied with a smile “The score is 24-10 for B.C.
Thanks for asking” and I replied “You’re welcome”.

Shayna - Heartbreaking..... not every person has the basics but we
have extra.

Laia - I love art and find making it relaxing... I found the art room
interesting. Some of the people who use the Mission are like
me, they use art to relax and relieve stress.

Rhianna - I was surprised to see how many people need to go
to places like the Siloam Mission. Seeing the many things that
people give for others who are not as fortunate is quite amaz-
ing. They have their own medical clinic, dentist’s office, and
even boxes for people to put their stuff in! When we entered the
Art room, I was completely blown away at how talented the
patrons of Siloam Mission are! Their drawings and paintings
were so lifelike.

Daniel - I was very impressed that Siloam mission has a full
health care service where people can be seen by a doctor and
even a dentist. I was also very impressed to see their art room.
Some of the paintings were amazing. There are some really tal-
ented people who have stayed at Siloam Mission. The people
who work there are doing really important work.

B’nai Mitzvah students at Etz Chayim visit Siloam Mission

Baking Cookies for the Siloam Mission.

Congregation Etz Chayim B’nai Mitzvah Class.

of Miami, the apparent exception is
the United States, where the
American Jewish population has
been stable. 

“In the long term it should be decreasing, yet it’s relatively
constant,” Sheskin said, noting fertility rates that are below
replacement levels but citing immigration from the former
Soviet Union as one possible reason for the population’s sta-
bility. 

The two disagree, however, on the overall number of
American Jews. DellaPergola says it’s 5.2 million, which is the
number found in the 2000-01 National Jewish Population
Survey. Sheskin’s study found 6.5 million, but he doubts his
own numbers, estimating a total of 6.2 million. 

Saxe, on the other hand, has confidence in the 6.5 million
figure, which he arrived at in an independent study. But unlike
Sheskin, Saxe says the population trend is increasing due to
intense outreach and improved Jewish education. 

“We believe that what is happening is that families and
households that include Jews are more and more making the
decision to raise their kids Jewishly and Jews are more likely to
acknowledge their Jewish heritage and Jewish identity,” he
said. 

Even if the population is shrinking, Sheskin says, there is still
a bright side for young Ava. 

“Jews are a tiny percentage of the world,” he said. “They’re
going to continue to decrease – and win Nobel Prizes.” 

Number of Jews
Cont. from page 15.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
Manitoba Theatre Centre will be presenting a daring new version of

a Shakespearean classic when it presents “Romeo and Juliet”, begin-
ning November 24 (until December 17).

In this version, Verona will be set as a part of Jerusalem, the Capulets
(Juliet’s family) will all be played by Muslim-Canadian actors, and the

Montagues will be played by Jewish-
Canadians.

“I was looking for a way to enliven
what may be a too-well-known story
for many of our subscribers who have
already seen the play,” said Steven
S c h i p p e r ,
MTC Artistic
D i r e c t o r
(who is also
directing this
play).

W h e n
asked to
describe the
t h i n k i n g
behind this
re-interpre-
tation of
“Romeo and
J u l i e t ” ,
S c h i p p e r
expla ined:
“A l t h o u g h

we hope the concept will be exciting and
provide our audiences with the opportunity
to see and hear the play as though for the first
time, it will be the actors themselves, and the
play itself, that will shine on the first night.

Even though the play was originally set in
16th century Verona, the setting for this ver-
sion is modern-day Jerusalem, Schipper said,
noting that the “setting has been modernized
in our version. We have projections and
videos. You will see street signs – as they are
in Jerusalem, first in Hebrew, then in Arabic,
then in English. 

“When the audience comes in they’ll see a
panorama view of Jerusalem, as if they’re in a
revolving restaurant and over the course of
the pre-show they’ll have a 360 degree view,
which will serve as a springboard as we segué
from that pre-show into the prologue, the first
line of which is ‘Two households, both alike
in dignity’.”

And, although the dialogue sticks faithfully
to the entire Shakespearean script, Schipper
added that “Our clothes are modern…If you
see the show on November the 28th, the set-
ting will be November 28th in modern-day
Jerusalem.”

When it came to casting the roles for the
plays, Schipper turned to a Muslim advisor
from Ontario. “Shahin Sayadi is our advisor”
for casting the Muslim roles, he said.

“He put us in touch with a company called
‘The Empty Space’ in Kitchener-Waterloo,
and they have connections with many of the
Muslim actors in Toronto and Ontario, and
through auditions there we were able to cast
the Capulets from that community.”

There are 21 actors altogether in the show,
but in addition, this version features a novel
injection of new music, composed by
Winnipegger Danny Carroll. Schipper noted
that a performer by the name of “Amir Amiré
plays an ancient instrument from the region –
a 72-string dulcimer known as a “subtur”.
“With the two of them – they’ve come up
with an original sound that is of the place.” 

In addition, Schipper said “There’s some
really great dance choreographed by a
Palestinian-Canadian by the name of Roula

Said.”

While the theme for the play is set right from the opening line which,
as previously noted is: ‘Two households, both alike in dignity’… the
other line that is informing our version,” Schipper suggested, that “is
recited by Romeo early on in the play, and which Shakespeare meant
to inform his company what this play is all about is: ‘Here’s much to
do with hate, but more to do with love’.”

“The timeless message of hope in “Romeo and Juliet” is that at the
end of a predictable and tragic fate, the survivors can reconcile and
make peace,” Schipper observed.

“Romeo and Juliet” to be set in Jerusalem

 
 
 

   

“Two households, both alike in dignity...”

CALL VISIT CLICK
942-6537 MTC Patron Services www.mtc.mb.ca
1-877-446-4500 174 Market Ave.
(toll-free) Monday to Saturday, 10am - 6pm
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STEVEN SCHIPPER, MTC
Artistic Director: “I was
looking for a way to enliven
what may be a too-well-
known story for many of our
subscribers who have
already seen the play.”
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Weiner and Breitbart in awkward encounter
By Six Degrees (No Bacon) Staff 

NEW YORK - A paparazzi photo caught ex-New York congressman
Anthony Weiner and his wife, Huma Abedin, on their way to a date
night in Washington over the weekend, with Huma’s preggers belly
looking big and mighty. The two are expecting their first child by New
Year’s. 

But you can’t say Weiner and not have some kind of minor scandal.
Also at the restaurant, Cafe Milano in Georgetown, was Andrew
Breitbart, the publisher who was one of the key players during

Weinergate Awkward. 
Breitbart immediately tweeted, “I

kid you not. At Cafe Milano in DC.
NOW.@RepWeiner two tables away
from me. Oh, and they know. They
know. Life is weird.” 

Lucky for Weiner, Breitbart is not
without soul. He later tweeted that he
is “Politely letting him & his wife eat
in peace.” 

DeNiro doing Madoff 
Vito Corleone, Al Capone and now

Bernie Madoff. The rogue’s gallery of
villains and crooks that Robert
DeNiro has played in his career just
got a very fresh (and still painful to
some) addition. 

DeNiro is set to star in an HBO pro-
duction that will tell the story of Bernie
Madoff and his multibillion-dollar
Ponzi scheme. DeNiro also will serve
as the project’s executive producer. The
movie is based partially on “The
Wizard of Lies: Bernie Madoff and the
Death of Trust,” a book by Diana
Henriques. 

Bernie Madoff was arrested nearly
three years ago and pleaded guilty to
cheating thousands of investors of bil-
lions of dollars. He is serving a 150-
year prison sentence. His name
returned to the news recently after his
wife, Ruth, finally talked to the media, including about suicide
attempts by the couple. Their son Mark
committed suicide last year. 

The film is in its very early stages and
has yet to be officially green-lighted. 

Big week for Bar 
It’s been a big week for Bar Refaeli,

who is fast becoming Israel’s top - not
to mention sexiest - ambassador to the
world.Last week Refaeli revealed that
she is starting an online casual lingerie
company called Undeez.com together
with fellow Israeli model Dudi Balsar.
This week, the supermodel found her-
self being worshiped at MTV’s
European Music Awards by Lady Gaga
- literally. 

Refaeli presented Gaga with the Best
Female Video award. Gaga then pro-
ceeded to sink to her knees and bow before Refaeli, probably
because she’s so insanely good looking. 

In other Jewish MTV news, “American Idol” runner-up Adam
Lambert attempted to step into the shoes of the great Freddie
Mercury by singing a bunch of Queen songs together with the orig-
inal band members. 

Eisenberg-Allen legal tussle 
Are Jesse Eisenberg and Woody Allen

a match made in Jewish acting and
writing heaven? Well, not always. 

Apparently Eisenberg, who is starring
in Allen’s new movie, “Nero Fiddled
(formerly “The Decameron”), wrote a
play several years ago about Allen’s
name change. The famed actor, writer
and director had been born with the
infinitely more Jewish-sounding name
of Allen Stewart Konigsberg. 

Eisenberg gave it to his acting agent,
who then managed to get it to Allen’s
lawyer. And that’s where it remained
because Allen’s lawyer hit Eisenberg
with a cease-and-desist letter, which means the world will never get
to see the dramatization of Allen’s name change. 

Anyway, the young Eisenberg wasn’t deterred by this setback. ”I
was so thrilled to have any kind of communication because up until
that point I had nothing,” he told David Letterman. 
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ROBERT DENIRO

Ex-New York congress-
man ANTHONY

WEINER and his wife,
HUMA ABEDIN

BAR REFAELI

JESSE EISENBERG

Tragic accident leaves Temple Shalom
“angel” a quadriplegic

By PHIL SPEVACK
I first met Neil Klippenstein at a Habitat for Humanity Build three

summers ago, and got to know this caring and generous man. From
blood-donating (his "Oil-Change"), to hiring street-people to work and
to his home for a Christmas dinner, to always lending his helping
hand, he is one of the finest people I know.  

Neil has volunteered his rich bass-baritone voice and harmonies at
the Coffee House as well as Temple Shalom's Purim Shpeils (skits) and
Peace Services. He has done repairs at Temple Shalom as well.

On August 3, around 1 p.m., he suffered a catastrophic injury.  He
was stopped at a red light at Fermor and Lagimodiere on his motor-
cycle when he was struck from behind by an SUV or car. He is now a
quadriplegic at HSC.

We are doing a benefit concert starting 7:30 p.m. Saturday
November 26 for Neil & his wife Sharon in Temple Shalom's
Sanctuary (upstairs).

As we approach the date, we are blessed with many performers vol-
unteering their time and talents.  Please get your tickets early to assure
a seat.
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Temple Shalom News and Activities…
• Fri. Nov. 18 at 7:30 p.m. - Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen
Soria
• Sat. Nov. 19 at 10:00 a.m. -Torah Shabbat Service led by Rabbi
Karen Soria. Adult B’nai Mitzvah of Neire Mercer and Sara
Raymond
• Sat. Nov. 19 at 4:00 p.m. - Torah Study “The Joseph Chronicles’
led by Rabbi Karen Soria
• Fri. Nov. 25 at 6:15 p.m. - Pot-luck Please bring enough food
for yourself + 5 others. Dairy or Pareve
• SATURDAY, NOV. 26 AT 7:30 p.m. - Benefit Concert for Neil
Klippenstein
• Fri. Dec. 2 at 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service - Bring a Friend to Shul
led by Rabbi Karen Soria
• Sat. Dec. 3 at 10:00 a.m. Torah Study led by Rabbi Karen
• at 4:00 p.m. Torah Study: “The Joseph Chronicles”
• at 7:30 p.m. Adult Ed: Topic to be announced
• Fri. Dec. 9 at 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led with music by
Janet Pelletier Goetze
• Fri. Dec. 16 at 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service lay led with music by
Janet Pelletier Goetze

Upcoming Events of Temple Shalom:
ART & CRAFT SALE FUNDRAISER

Sat. Nov. 26 6:30 - 7:30 p.m.
[prior to the Neil Klippenstein Benefit Concert]

&
Sun Nov. 27 1:00 - 4:00 p.m.

• One of a kind purses, jewelry, cards, watercolours, kippahs,
talleisim, fabric art, personalized t-shirts, aprons, scarves and more!
• Need a gift professionally wrapped? Bring your gift (or buy one
at the craft show!) Reasonable pricing, amazing results!
• Bake Sale - Always popular, from cookies to challah!

BENEFIT CONCERT FOR NEIL KLIPPENSTEIN
Saturday Nov. 27 at 7:30 p.m.

Music by guest artists from Grant/Wilton Coffee House!
Tickets: $10

That night, donations can be made by cheque, cash, visa/mas-
tercard c/o Temple Shalom.

Please come and help support Neil’s family by your attendance!

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Organization news

Jewish Women International changes name
to “Act to end violence against women”

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

On November
1 Jewish Women
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
changed its name
to “Act to end
violence against
women”.

I have to admit:
I was more than a
little puzzled
over this, so I sent
a series of emails
to Penny Krowitz,
who is executive
director of the
organization.

Here’s what I first
wrote:

“Hi Penny, I'm a
little unsure why
there would be
such a dramatic
name change to a
Jewish women's
organization.

“Is there any-
thing more that
you can tell me
about the name
change? For
instance, is yours
still a Jewish organization, or is it now open to non-Jews to join as
well?

“If it's still a Jewish organization, is its focus now going to be
exclusively ending violence against women?

“It's been quite a transformation - first from B'nai Brith Women to
Jewish Women International, and now to to this. I'd sure like to
know more about the "rebranding" of your organization.”

Penny responded:
“Thanks for your questions.
“We have transformed as an organization from an internally

focussed organization supported fully by members and committed
to community service in a broad way to an externally focussed
social change organization supported by members, donors and fun-
ders and committed to ending violence against women. We have
wonderful members in Winnipeg who have been committed to our
organization for many years and continue to meet and support our
mission. We have collaborated with Jewish Child and Family in
Winnipeg to illuminate the issue of Violence Against Women in the
Winnipeg Jewish community.

“We are Jewish women who are committed to our mission of end-
ing violence against women driven by our Jewish values of Tikkun
Olam.

“Since we have expanded from soley a membership organization,
we welcome volunteers and supporters of all faiths; however one of
the requirements for our Board of Directors is to be a Jewish
woman. We also continue our 65 year+ support of our facility for
severely emotionally disturbed children in Israel.”

But, I was still confused, so I followed up with another e-mail:
“Forgive me for my confusion, but this seems kind of weird. “Do

you have any non-Jewish members? I'm still a little puzzled as to
why your focus has narrowed? Wasn't B'nai Brith Women a service
organization with a fairly wide purview, and wasn't Jewish Women
International much the same? Forgive me for my confusion, but this
seems kind of weird.”

Penny answered:
“BB was indeed as you describe and for many years Jewish

Women International also had a wide scope but over the last num-
ber of years, our work has focused more and more on the very seri-
ous issue of violence against women. Hope this helps.”

I’ll leave it to you, the reader, to figure this one out.

PENNY KROWITZ: “We have transformed
as an organization from an internally
focussed organization supported fully by
members and committed to community ser-
vice in a broad way to an externally
focussed social change organization sup-
ported by members, donors and funders
and committed to ending violence against
women.”
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Sports

When the Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame
inductee list for 2011 was announced I, natu-
rally, perused it for names of the Jewish per-
suasion. Oh, there were the usual prominent
sports celebrities who didn’t meet my specific
requirements such as former NHL goaltender
Ed Balfour, the Blue Bombers Bob Cameron,
former Olympian and world sailing titlist Kelly
Hand, and curler Kerry Burtnyk to mention
only a few.

Finally, I noticed that two sports teams were being inducted, the 1975-
76 University of Manitoba Bisons’ Basketball Team and the 1967
Winnipeg Mixed Five Pin Bowling Team that captured the National
Crown. It was the latter outfit that boasted mainstay Norman Adelberg –
one of the top bowlers of his day.

I don’t know how big a deal the recognition and banquet was for the
aforementioned standouts, but I know that Tanoak resident Norm
Adelberg, now in his early seventies, revelled in the deserved honour.

The format that led the team, which also included Pat Bard, Bernie
Johnston, the late Donna Monchak, Norm Shanas, Dylis Turner, Dianna
(Malley) Woodward and Coach Ray Landkamer, to the title was a for-
midable and challenging one back in the day.

More to the point, to win the Western title the Winnipeg team had to
beat 21 other ones from the region. In 1967 the Canadian Mixed five-
pin Bowling Championship changed its policy so that not only the
Western champs advanced, but each province’s highest scoring mixed
teams and singles also were included. So Manitoba had to beat out all
of these other teams again, as well as the Eastern representatives. They
edged out York West by 120 pins to capture the National crown. 

When I reached a modest Adelberg at his West Kildonan residence
four days following the banquet at the Victoria Inn, he admitted that it
was indeed a surprise and an honour to be recognized for being a part
of the city’s sporting history. 

Was he the only Jewish athlete being honoured at the event? 
“Oh, no, “ he replied. “Norm Shanas is also one of us and he was pre-

sent too. He was also a top bowler and it was his main sport too.” 
“I didn’t know that he was of the persuasion too,” I replied. 
“No, neither did Moe Glimcher” (only the Manitoba High School

Athletic Association Executive Director for umpteen years.), laughed
Adelberg, who added that, during his bowling days, there was also
another pretty good performer on the lanes named Eddie Cantor, a char-
tered accountant who died not that long ago. 

Around the time Norm took up bowling in a house league at St. John’s
Tech High School, and began to realize that he was no ordinary kegler,
life dealt him a cruel and life-altering blow at age 15 1/2. The entire
small Jewish community at that time was shocked beyond description.

“Both my parents were killed in a car accident on their way to
Minneapolis and my life became a little different than the others,” he
understated. “Basically, I raised myself. I stayed with my brother for
maybe less than a year. I then took my grandparents to Toronto and came
back. I stayed with the Sterns (Walter) and, at 17, I was out of there.”

Back at St. John’s, if you knew nothing else about the amiable
Adelberg, you knew that there was none better at the then more thriv-
ing five-pin game, than he was. No doubt his success at the sport not
only gave him recognition, it had to be somewhat of a diversion, as well
as being therapeutic during his darkest days. 

“Billy Mosienko Alleys on Main St. near Redwood had the five-pin
alleys on the main floor, while in the basement there were 10-pin lanes,
but the school teams every Thursday played only the five-pin game back
then,” he informed.

Norm, who conceded that the five-pin game came naturally to him
shared that, at the banquet “I had a pretty good crowd there to support
me. There were medals handed out and pictures taken. My whole fam-
ily was there.

“My wife Cheryl was there. My first wife Alicia had passed away years
ago. I have two girls and one boy. My one boy, Roth, just happened to
be born the day (in 1967) that we won the Canadian Championship.” 

Adelberg concedes that the ten-pin game long ago took over in pop-
ularity and, ironically, he never bothered much with it. “No, I never did
enjoy bowling 10-pin. Maybe once, just because my buddies were
doing it. I didn’t enjoy it. I was good in five-pin; so what am I going to
do? Start all over?”

“Wouldn’t there have been a transfer of learning?” I asked. “I mean if
you ice skate well, wouldn’t you likely take to roller skates too after a
while?”

“No, I wouldn’t have been a decent 10-pinner. The five-pin ball
weighs just under five lbs. The others can be as heavy as 16 lbs. some-
times. I did just fine in my game. I had a good career. I won the
Manitoba Bowling Association Open twice and the Saskatchewan
Open once. I had a good stretch. When you’re good at something you
enjoy it and stick with it. I never bowled a perfect game of 450, but once
had a 440. On the last ball I left standing the 5,3,2 and that was disap-

pointing,” he admitted. 
He concedes that the bowlers don’t receive the same recognition

today as the game that existed during his heyday when he noted that he
had an impressive 250-255 average. “Back then sportswriters such as
Ted Hart, Harold Loster, Jack Matheson and Gene Telpner were good to
us. They publicized the sport”

Does Adelberg feel that a bowler is a true athlete? Following a pause
he responded: “Compared to all the other sports in this day and age, I’d
have to say yes. Curling is no different than bowling (with the rock toss-
ing and sweeping and strategy.)

Adelberg hasn’t bowled for about a decade due to medical reasons
and didn’t hesitate to share his latest challenge late in life. “I have what
Michael J Fox has,” he noted as he paused to identify the exact affliction
as Parkinson’s. 

Despite leaving school early following the family tragedy Norm
became a successful entrepreneur and in 1966 built his present home
in WK. “I started a cleaning company. I sell cleaning supplies. I’m still
earning a living from it. I haven’t retired. I go in most days. It’s called
‘Diamond Wax and Sanitary Supplies’ on William Ave.,” he said. 

Right now he is even busier since he and his son Roth, the good luck
charm born on that eventful day in ’67 and who now works in the busi-
ness with Norm, will on December 12th be celebrating grandson Lee’s
Bar Mitzvah. 

Guess where the evening celebration for the youngsters will be? How
about at the St. Vital Bowling Lanes? Well, of course they’ll be bowling
five pin. Zaida Norm wouldn’t have it any other way now, would he?

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and cov-
ers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Bowler Norm Adelberg into Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame

NORM ADELBERG at the Manitoba Sports Hall of Fame evening on
Saturday, November 5th: “Does Adelberg feel that a bowler is a true
athlete? Compared to all the other sports in this day and age, I’d have
to say yes. Curling is no different than bowling (with the rock toss-
ing and sweeping and strategy.)”

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Penn State president ousted in scandal aftermath
NEW YORK (JTA) – The president of Penn State has been removed

from his post in the wake of a child sex-abuse scandal involving a
former football coach at the university.

Graham Spanier, who is Jewish and according to The Daily
Collegian was active at the Penn State Hillel, was relieved of his
duties on Wednesday by the Board of Trustees. He served as the uni-
versity's president for 16 years. 

Along with Spanier, Penn State's iconic head football coach, Joe
Paterno, was fired in the aftermath of the scandal involving Jerry
Sandusky, a former assistant football coach at the school who has
been charged with sexually abusing eight boys over a 15-year span.
Neither Spanier nor Paterno have been charged in the case.

“This university is a large and complex institution, and although I
have always acted honorably and in the best interest of the univer-
sity, the buck stops here,” Spanier said in a statement. “In this situa-
tion, I believe it is in the best interest of the university to give my
successor a clear path to resolve the issue before us.”

Rodney Erickson, the university's executive vice president and
provost, will serve as acting president.



On November 2, Thanassis Cambanis was in
Winnipeg to deliver a lecture at Etz Chayim
Synagogue. Earlier in the day, we had an oppor-
tunity to sit down with Cambanis and discuss his
experiences as a war correspondent in Iraq and
Lebanon.

JP&N: I just wondered whether, when you’ve
been working as a correspondent in Arab coun-
tries, and things got a little hot, you might not
have tried to pass yourself as a Canadian – like
when you were in the midst of Hezbollah?

Cambanis: They only wanted to know if I was
Jewish. They never believed me when I said I
wasn’t. They would say: “Of course it doesn’t
matter – we don’t care. We don’t have a prob-
lem with Jews – we just have a problem with
Zionists – but are you a Jew?

So I took to wearing my cross. I’m not reli-
gious, but I have a cross that my father gave me
when I was baptized. Finally I just dug it out to
get out ahead of this whole conversation that I
kept having with people.

It goes to the point that you were making earlier. You said that my
book (“A Privilege to Die”) sort of humanizes Hezbollah.

It’s important to humanize them and understand them as rational
actors, but it’s also important, in that process, not to ignore the fanati-
cism and violence and racism that goes on in that process, as well.

You know, one of the simplistic ways that I like to put this is that
Hezbollah is full of reasonable people who are just like you and me –
who have understandable middle class aspirations, and are not fanat-
ics about death and want to destroy their own livelihoods, but it’s also
got diehard fanatical religious fundamentalist racists who are unrea-
sonable and have violent, maximalist aims vis-à-vis Israel and also vis-
à-vis the Arab world.

JP&N: You cover the waterfront in your book. You say it’s a religious,
it’s a political, it’s a social movement – so there are these contradic-
tions. You can’t really peg it as one or the other. The part that worries
us the most though, is the diehard fanatics.

Cambanis: And if you start to think about it as a powerful and diverse
heterogeneous movement, you start to realize that inside Hezbollah
there’s a power struggle going on between the extreme hardliners and
the moderates. Now for some of us – some Israelis, for example, those
groups are indistinguishable, both those currents are evil, hateful peo-
ple who are fighting Israel, but in my view there’s a huge difference
between those two currents.

One of them – the
moderate current –
could quite stably co-
exist with Israel where-
as the more extreme
current depends on a
cycle of warfare to gen-
erate itself, and that
current needs war and
instability in a way to
keep its strength grow-
ing.

JP&N: In your book –
I don’t think anyone
could be hopeful –
because you weren’t
saying it was a question
of “if”, you were saying
it was a question of
“when”. There will be a
next round. Have I got
that right? Is that fair?

Yet, we’ve had five
years of relative peace
– in which Hezbollah
has restrained itself.
Now, is that because
Israel hit them so hard
that they’re just
regrouping or is there a
possibility that eventu-
ally there could be
some sort of accommo-
dation?

Cambanis: There are

different theories about this. One theory is that both
Israel and Hezbollah failed to accomplish their main
aims. Hezbollah accomplished more of their aims than
Israel did, but both sides fell short of their expectations
of what they could achieve strategically.

It is to that purpose that they both have been reforming
their militaries since 2006.

Israel, we know, has undergone major shifts in doc-
trine and in training as a result of its failures in the 2006
war, and we saw some of those on display in the Gaza
war in 2008 and 2009.

They’ve instituted a division of brigade level training
and exercises, they’ve overhauled coordinations
between intelligence and combat, they’ve reactivated
and built extensive networks of human intelligence
inside Lebanon as a result of the failure to have good,
actionable intelligence, and on and on and on.

Hezbollah has been doing the same thing. We know
less about the details, but we know from intercepted
arms shipments, along with some of the things that they
have said in public, that they, too have exponentially

ramped up the kinds of weapons that they have at their disposal, the
kind of training they had,

They had, until recently, more aid money and training from Iran and
Syria than ever before in order to rebuild and expand after 2006.

So, that’s your scene: Two adversaries, both convinced that they
could get more in another war – also both convinced that the next war
is going to be much worse than the one in 2006. And this stands to
reason. We know that, if there’s going to be another war, Hezbollah
has missiles that can reach every part of Israel with some accuracy, so
it’s a safe guess that, in the next war, Israel will suffer greater and
worse casualties, far deeper into its heartland, than it did in 2006.
That’s on the mind of Israeli leaders as they calculate advocacies of
getting involved in a war with Hezbollah.

Similarly, Hezbollah knows, from announcements that Israel has
made, that Israel will unleash a bombing campaign of unprecedented
fury in the next war. Israel will follow a Dahiya Doctrine. (At this point
Cambanis launched into an explanation of what he meant: The
Dahiya, he said, refers to an area of south Beirut that was populated
principally by followers of Hezbollah, and which was largely flattened
by Israel during the 2006 war.

Following is a citation from Wikipedia that explains where the doc-
trine originated:

“The Dahiya doctrine is a military strategy put forth by the Israeli
general Gadi Eizenkot that pertains to asymmetric warfare in an
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urban setting, in which the army deliber-
ately targets civilian infrastructure,as a
means of inducing suffering for the civil-
ian population, thereby establishing deter-

rence. The doctrine is named after a Hizbullah stronghold in Beirut
with large apartment buildings which were flattened by the Israel
Defense Forces (IDF) during the 2006 Lebanon War.”) 

We know, from 2006, that it was bad, but it wasn’t nearly as bad as
it could be. Israel could bomb every bridge, it could bomb areas out-
side of the Shi’ite areas, it could target entire civilian areas of Beirut,
it could make life quite unlivable for the entire civilian population of
the country.

Lebanon is a tiny, tiny country – it’s half the size of Connecticutt. So
both sides are much less casual about starting the next conflict. We
see this, in the last summer, when there was an incident where a
sniper killed an Israeli officer from the Lebanese side and that Israel
reacted with remarkable restraint. They did not send bombers in to
drop bombs on the Beqaa (Valley). They essentially shot back, killed a
few people in the immediate vicinity, and did a few limited raids that
had purely military objectives.

JP&N: It sounds like it’s a lesser equivalent of the Russia – U.S.
standoff in the 60’s over the threat of nuclear annihilation.

Cambanis: The phrase that’s used is “the balance of terror”. It’s a
funny term in a way, but that’s how Israeli security people, how
Hezbollah security people, describe the current state of calm.

JP&N: So there’s a kind of nihilist approach by Hezbollah. What is
their end game?

Cambanis: It’s by no means “nihilist”. I don’t know where you get
that.

JP&N: Well, there’s their fascination with death. The “theme park of
death”, for instance.

Cambanis: Yes, well it’s not a “theme park of death” – it’s a theme
park of honourable death in pursuit of an honourable military and
political project in fighting against Israel. So it’s not about “Isn’t death
great?”, it’s about “isn’t death great in the service of fighting against
our evil Zionist enemy” – there’s a big difference.

The culture of martyrdom is there to encourage people to fight. It’s
not just there to imbue people with a comfort with death. And no way
is the behaviour of Hezbollah “nihilist” – they are very self-preserva-
tional. They work tirelessly to expand temporal power in the here and
now, and to defend their political gains and their hold over their com-
munity.

So, they’re willing to have their infrastructure bombed and rebuild it
because that actually expands their power. If you look at their trajec-
tory, after each war in which they’ve been involved, it’s resulted in
Hezbollah emerging with more power and more control.

So, they’re anything but nihilist. If they were nihilist, they wouldn’t
care what happens to them – and they care very deeply what happens
to them.

They don’t care what happens to their buildings or to their fighters,
because they know they can get more, but they would be distressed
to learn that some decision that they took resulted in their losing
power or stature or authority. You have to understand them in pursuit
of power.

JP&N: Total power?
Cambanis: That’s a good question. Does Hezbollah want to have

ultimate power over Lebanon? They’ve always said that they only want
power over their own Shi’a constituency, and any power that they seek
beyond that is only to protect their own people. Now, that’s their
rhetorical position. I think it’s very clear, from their actions of the past
four or five years, that they have every intention of holding power
beyond their own constituency. Now, they can’t hold it directly.
Hezbollah can’t have a Shi’a prime minister – that’s in the Lebanese
constitution. They can’t have control over a Sunni or a Christian area,
but Hezbollah can dominate those other communities and dominate
national life, as increasingly it is doing.

It has used its majority in the Lebanese parliament to pick the cur-
rent prime minister after using its majority to topple the previous gov-
ernment.

Hezbollah doesn’t want to have an Islamic state in Lebanon because
it knows it can’t, but within the structure that exists there, it’s largely
maneuvering for dominance.

Cambanis
Cont. from page 21.

Netanyahu irks coalition with call to raze outposts
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said ille-
gal outposts must be razed, rankling
members of his coalition.

"The settlement movement is impor-
tant to everyone and to me as well,"
Netanyahu said Monday at a Likud Party
faction meeting. "However, our efforts
must focus on strengthening our existing
settlements and not battling the law."

He reiterated that outposts must not be
built on privately owned Palestinian
land, which is illegal.

"We will continue preserving the set-
tlements as well as the law, and there is
no contradiction between the two," he
said.

Netanyahu reminded his coalition that
last week he ordered the acceleration of
construction of 2,000 homes in the West Bank. He noted that the
areas where the construction will occur are certain to remain under
Israeli sovereignty in an eventual peace agreement with the
Palestinians.

In response to the prime minister's comments on razing outposts,
Knesset member Arye Eldad of the National Union Party warned of
the consequences of the army taking action.

It will make the government “long for Amona I,” Eldad was quot-
ed as saying by The Jerusalem Post, a reference to clashes between
settlers and Israeli soldiers that erupted in 2006 when the army
destroyed nine of the outpost's homes.

Netanyahu's comments come less than a month after he
announced that he would establish a panel to examine whether
some outposts could be retroactively legalized, either by research-
ing the origin of the land to determine whether it is really owned by
Palestinians or by purchasing the land from its Palestinian owners.
The panel has not yet been formed

Several outposts are under threat of court-ordered demolitions in
the coming months.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon promised President George W.
Bush in 2003 to destroy about two dozen hilltop outposts, but it has
not been done. 

To be continued next issue.

Israeli Prime Minister
BENJAMIN

NETANYAHU



By ROBERT D. BLACKWILL and
WALTER B. SLOCOMBE 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) –
American leaders have tradition-
ally explained the foundations of
the U.S.-Israel relationship by
citing shared democratic values
and the moral responsibility
America bears to protect the
small nation-state of the Jewish
people. Although accurate and
essential, this characterization is
incomplete because it fails to
capture a third, crucial aspect:
the many ways in which Israel
advances U.S. national interests. 

Today, Israeli contributions to
U.S. national interests cover a
broad spectrum. Through joint
training, exercises and
exchanges on military doctrine,
the United States has benefited
in the areas of counter-terrorism,
intelligence and experience in
urban warfare. Increasingly, U.S.
homeland security and military
agencies are turning to Israeli
technology to solve some of their
most vexing technical and strate-
gic problems. 

This support includes advice
and expertise on behavioral screening techniques for airport security
and acquisition of an Israeli-produced tactical radar system to
enhance force protection. Israel has been a world leader in the devel-
opment of unmanned aerial systems, both for intelligence collection
and combat, and it has shared with the U.S. military the technology,
the doctrine and its experience regarding these systems. Israel is also
a global pacesetter in armored vehicle protection, defense against
short-range rockets, and the techniques and procedures of robotics, all
of which it has shared with the United States. 

In missile defense, the United States has a broad and multifaceted
partnership with Israel. Israel’s national missile defenses – which
include the U.S. deployment in Israel of an advanced X-band radar
system and the more than 100 American military personnel who man
it – will be an integral part of a larger missile defense spanning Europe,
the eastern Mediterranean and the Persian Gulf to help protect U.S.
forces and allies. 

Israeli-developed defense equipment, some of which benefited from
generous U.S. aid, now used by the U.S. military include short-range
unmanned aircraft systems that have seen service in Iraq and
Afghanistan; targeting pods on hundreds of Air Force, Navy and
Marine strike aircraft; a revolutionary helmet-mounted sight that is
standard in nearly all frontline Air Force and Navy fighter aircraft; life-
saving armor installed in thousands of MRAP armored vehicles used
in Iraq and Afghanistan; and a gun system for close-in defense of naval
vessels against terrorist dinghies and small-boat swarms 

Moreover, U.S. and Israeli companies are working together to pro-
duce Israel’s Iron Dome – the world’s first combat-proven counter-
rocket system. 

Counter-terrorism and intelligence cooperation is deep and exten-
sive, with the United States and Israel working to advance their com-
mon interest in defeating the terrorism of Hamas, Hezbollah and al-
Qaeda and its affiliate groups, and preventing nuclear proliferation in
the region. There are joint Special Forces training and exercises, and
collaboration on shared targets. 

This intimate relationship reinforces overall U.S. intelligence efforts
by providing Washington with access to Israel’s unique set of capabil-
ities for information collection and assessments on key countries and
issues in the region. Such was the case, for example, when Israel
passed to the United States conclusive photographic evidence in 2007
that Syria, with North Korean assistance, had made enormous strides
toward “going hot” with a plutonium-producing reactor. 

On important issues, the two nations do sometimes differ, a phe-
nomenon not unique to the U.S.-Israel relationship. Over the decades,
there have been periodic policy flare-ups, some even bitter, on topics
ranging from Israel’s preventive action against Iraq’s nuclear reactor to
Israeli sales of weaponry and military technology to China. Some of
the most contentious disputes have been about actions affecting the
Middle East peace process. 

But more often have been instances of U.S.-Israel collaboration –
most important, the Arab-Israeli peace treaties that are the anchor of
American national interests in the Middle East. 

We do not deny that there are costs to the United States, in
the Arab world and elsewhere, for its support of Israel, as
there are costs to U.S. support of other beleaguered – and
sometime imperfect – friends, including West Berlin in the
Cold War, Kuwait in 1990-91 and Taiwan today. 

But the long-standing U.S. commitment to Israel has not
prevented development of close ties with Arab nations,
which understand – however much they disagree with U.S.
support for Israel – that they benefit from a good relationship
with the United States on other issues. Nor has it made the
Arab oil-exporting states any less conscious of their own eco-
nomic and strategic interest in a reasonably stable flow of oil
to world markets, or their eagerness to buy first-class military
equipment from the United States or to enjoy the benefits of
U.S. protection against Iranian or other aggression. 

Would Saudi Arabia’s policies toward the United States, for
example, be markedly different if Washington entered into a
sustained cri-
sis with Israel
over the
P a l e s t i n e
issue? Would
Riyadh lower
the price of
oil? Would it
stop hedging
its regional
bets concern-
ing U.S.
attempts to
coerce Iran

into freezing its
nuclear weapons pro-
grams? Would it regard
current U.S. policy
toward Afghanistan
more positively?
Would it view
American democracy
promotion in the
Middle East more
favorably? Would it be
more inclined to
reform its internal gov-
ernmental processes to
be more in line with
U.S. preferences? No. 

In sum, we believe
that Israel’s substantial
contributions to U.S.
interests are an
underappreciated
aspect of this rela-
tionship and deserve
equal billing to
shared values and
historical responsi-
bility as rationales
for American sup-
port of Israel. 

Robert D.
Blackwill, deputy
national security
advisor for strategic
planning in the
George W. Bush
administration, and
Walter B. Slocombe,
undersecretary of
defense for policy in
the Clinton adminis-
tration, are authors
of the new report
“Israel: A Strategic
Asset for the United
States” (The
Washington Institute
for Near East Policy).
This Op-Ed originally
appeared in the Los
Angeles Times. 
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Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

Op-Ed: Israel: A true ally in the Middle East 

Iron Dome Missile Defence

Israeli drones
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Paul LaPolice does not appreciate anyone
saying that his Winnipeg Blue Bombers
“backed in to first place in the CFL East.”

In fact, the head coach of the Bombers
made that abundantly clear a couple of days
after the Bombers lost 30-24 to the Calgary
Stampeders in the final game of the regular
season.

”Finishing first has been a long time coming
for this organization,” LaPolice told reporters last week. “It’s been
quite a long season and I’m proud of what these young men have
accomplished over 18 games.

“There are three other teams in the East and every one of them
would love to be able to say, ‘We finished first.’ In the end we won the
season series against the other teams in the East and that’s what got us
first place. We beat Montreal when it counted and that makes us feel
good about all the things we accomplished. We know there is still a
lot of work to be done and we know we can be a lot better than we
have been over the last couple of weeks, but finishing in first place
does a lot for this football team. It gives an extra week to get healthy
and allows to work on some things we’ve wanted to do this season.

“Most importantly, it allows us to win one game and then we get to
play in the Grey Cup.”

This coming Sunday (Nov. 27) the Blue Bombers will play host to the
CFL’s Eastern Division final. One win and the Bombers will play the
Western champion in the 99th Grey Cup Game in Vancouver on Nov.
27.

However, there is a bit of a cloud over the Bombers’ accomplish-
ments this season. In fact, a number of national pundits believe that
because the Bombers lost their final two games of the year and
because, after a 7-1 start, they finished 3-7 to complete the 18-sched-
ule with a record of 10-8, that they “back into” the Eastern Division’s
first-round bye. Those same pundits aren’t convinced that the Bombers
are (a) worthy Eastern Division champions or (b) have a chance to win
the Eastern final, even in front of 30,000 fans at a chilly Canad Inns
Stadium.

I would, respectfully, beg to differ.
First of all, finishing first isn’t just “making the playoffs.” Finishing

first is a combination of playing well enough for an entire season and
then winning the right games. The Bombers may not have played well
down the stretch, but they did the things necessary to finish ahead of
Montreal, Hamilton and Toronto.

Granted, the Bombers lost their final two games of the season and
won only three of their last 10 games. And granted, they finished with

the identical 10-8 record that was accrued by the Montreal Alouettes.
However, always remember this: On Saturday, Oct. 22, the Bombers
came back from a 25-10 deficit after three quarters and beat the
Alouettes 26-25. That was the difference in the standings and that’s
why nobody backed into anything.

Over the final two weeks, Montreal lost 32-27 at home to Calgary
and 43-1 in B.C. That’s hardly catching the Bombers and allowing a
slumping team to finish first. As bad as the Bombers might have been,
the Alouettes lost their final THREE games, including the game against
Winnipeg that ultimately determined the first-place finisher in the
East.

It might have been an ugly way to finish the season for Winnipeg,
but it was even uglier for Montreal. 

It annoys me, quite frankly, how many national TV sports stars - and
even a lot of Bomber fans - believe that the way the Bombers finished
the season will automatically have a bearing on the way they play in
the playoffs. That’s just crazy. For one thing, the Bombers will have a
healthy Buck Pierce back at quarterback for the Eastern final and for
another, they’ll have a healthy and rested offensive line and a swag-
gering defense ready to play on Nov. 20. 

More importantly, even though many of the players are the same,
this is a much different Bomber team than the one that finished 4-14
in 2010. When you improve by six wins from one season to the next,
you’re doing something right and while the Bombers struggled to the
finish line, their entire body of work shows a resilient and aggressive
football team that will be ready to play in the post-season.

Sure, the Bombers started the 2011 season with a 7-1 mark and
limped home at 3-7, but an 18-game schedule will do that to a team.
It’s a long season, as LaPolice pointed out, and nobody can take away
the seven wins the Bombers recorded in the first eight games of the
campaign. This team earned its first place finish and this year it final-
ly proved that it knows how to win.  

The last time a Blue Bomber team finished in first place was way
back in 2001. It took a decade to get back to the top but, despite the
final 10-8 record, the Blue Bombers indeed got back to No. 1 - and
they did it fair and square.   

If I were a betting man (which I am, actually), I’d take even money
that the Bombers are going to play in the 2011 Grey Cup. Winnipeg’s
defense is clearly the best in the East and because of it, the Bombers
will whip any opponent they face at Canad Inns Stadium on Nov. 20.

Mark my words. The 99th Grey Cup game at B.C. Place Stadium will
feature the Winnipeg Blue Bombers and the B.C. Lions. And on Nov.
27, nobody will even hint that the Bombers “backed in” to first place.

Sorry, the Blue Bombers did not “back into” first place.

By

SCOTT TAYLOR

Jon Scheyer suits up for Maccabi Tel Aviv 
By BEN COHEN 

(Tablet) – The night after the National Basketball
Association season was scheduled to begin, Jon
Scheyer, perhaps the best Jewish basketball player of
his generation, was in his Tel Aviv apartment talking
about Israeli cuisine and hoops in the United States
and the Holy Land. 

“It’s nuts,” he said last week of the NBA lockout “We
have a big game tomorrow against Real Madrid. To
me, it’s the highest level in the world right now.” 

Scheyer was referring to his new team, Maccabi Tel
Aviv, the wildly successful basketball organization that
signed Scheyer to a two-year contract this summer.
Playing at the highest level is something Scheyer has
done for years: He led Duke to college basketball’s
2010 national championship as the team’s captain. At
a reception for the team at the White House Rose Garden, President
Obama called Scheyer his “homeboy from the Chicago area.” 

Many think Scheyer has the chops to become one of the best
Jewish basketball players ever. At 24 years old, Scheyer already has
been honored twice by the National Jewish Sports Hall of Fame, so
it wasn’t surprising that a crowd greeted him at Ben Gurion Airport
when he landed in July. On the day he moved to Israel, immediate-
ly after he declared citizenship, the website ynetnews.com
<http://ynetnews.com> published a news story with the headline “
‘Jewish Jordan’ Jon Scheyer Makes Aliyah.” 

There is no Israeli basketball team quite like Maccabi. 
“Every team is coming at us every night,” Scheyer said. “It’s just

like Duke.” 
Maccabi Tel Aviv is the last undefeated club in the Israeli League

and one of two unbeatens left in the Adriatic League. What’s more,

Israel has never sent a team besides Maccabi to the
Euroleague final; Maccabi has five Euroleague titles of
its own. Last season, it lost in the championship. 

This isn’t the first time Scheyer has combined
Judaism and basketball. Before he joined Duke’s leg-
endary team, Scheyer guided Glenbrook North High
School to the 2005 Illinois state championship, the
first title for a North Shore suburban school in 27
years. The feat was all the more remarkable for anoth-
er reason: All five of Glenbrook North’s starters (plus
the first player off the bench) were at least half-Jewish.
It’s hard to imagine another championship basketball
team with a starting lineup that knows the difference
between a chest pass and Passover. 

Scheyer was raised in the sort of town where two
bar mitzvahs per weekend was not uncommon.

Scheyer’s father is Jewish, and Scheyer became a man on a
November weekend in 2000. 

“I always joke with him that I’m going to get his bar-mitzvah invi-
tation signed and sell it on eBay,” said Sean Wallis, a captain on
Glenbrook North’s championship team who now works as a con-
sultant in Chicago. The day of his bar mitzvah, in fact, was particu-
larly chaotic for Scheyer’s seventh-grade class. In the afternoon was
the sports-themed bar-mitzvah shindig for Zach Kelly, who would
go on to become Glenbrook North’s starting forward in 2005;
Scheyer’s bash was that night. For party favors, Scheyer gave out T-
shirts printed with the phrase “Jonathan in the Zone.” His theme
was basketball. 

How could it not be? Scheyer and his buddies grew up in the
Chicago suburbs when Michael Jordan and the Bulls won six NBA

JON SCHEYER

Cont. on page 25. See “Jon Scheyer”.
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Jewish university students
are engaging with each other
in a new way.

Hillel Winnipeg (formally
the Jewish Students’
Association, which was
rebranded two years ago) is
taking on a new model this
year.  Gone are the days of a

formal executive as students embrace a new format for
the popular student group.

“We group students into different areas of interest.
We look at them as communities or bubbles. [The
bubbles] focus the students on one area in which they
want to work. If they want to come up with programs
with social events, they will be in the social event
community; if they are interested in politics, there is a
politics community,” says Hart Jacob, director of
Jewish Campus Life at the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg.

This new model was unveiled for the current school year.  At pre-
sent there are a number of groups, which range from Israel advoca-
cy, social, holiday and religious programming, to sports, politics and
more.  The students have control over what communities they want
implemented and are free to create new bubbles based on different
interests.  

“We met with a group of students who were involved last year and
brainstormed possible topics or community labels; these were the
ones they came up with. When meeting with new students, the idea
is to find out where their interests lie.  For instance, if they are inter-
ested in and passionate about the environment, and want to do
something about the environment, we can form a new community.”

The idea for specialized groups stemmed from student input. 
“I talked with a couple students at the end of last year and got

feedback on what they liked and didn’t like. They wanted [the asso-
ciation] to be more specific to certain areas,” says Jacob, who has
held the position for the past two years. “[Every year] I participate
in a training session with Hillel; in one of our breakout sessions, we

were talking about leadership models and a rep
from Hillel said that they tried this model in a cou-
ple of schools in the States. I came home, met with
the student leadership from last year and other stu-
dents, and asked what they thought of it. They were
a get-go from the start.”

The new model was co-developed with Hillel
Canada and they are trying it in different commu-
nities as well.  

Paul Myerson, 26, a University of Winnipeg stu-
dent in the Faculty of Business and Economics, has
been a member of Hillel Winnipeg, and the Jewish
Students’ Association before it, since 2006.
Because of his history with the association, he is
still hesitant about the new model.

“It’s hard getting used to it.  When you have been
going to school for the past four years you are used
to a certain model, and you have a role.  When it
comes time, people will start getting used to it, but
for now I’m still sort of unsure. It’s still new, it’s

going to take time to get used to,” says Myerson, who was the Israel
Affairs chairperson for the association for the past five years.

Ilana Elbaze, 18, is in her first year of university at the University
of Manitoba.  She graduated from Grey Academy so she likes how
she can still connect with fellow Jews but at a post-secondary level,
something she thinks is important for those that may not have gone
to a Jewish high school.

“I think it’s important for students that are disconnected from the
Jewish community to still be connected to Jewish students as they
may have lost their touch. We want to keep that connection going
and university is the most crucial time to keep that,” says Elbaze
who is currently planning a Birthright alumni Shabbat. “In elemen-
tary and high school it’s easy to be integrated but as soon as uni-
versity hits it may be hard to stay in touch.”

Both Elbaze and Myerson agree that Hillel Winnipeg still needs
more programming to reach it’s full potential.  The program is still
its in first year but there is definitely still room for improvement, like
offering more social opportunities.

championships between 1991 and 1998. 
“We were really in an age when we didn’t

know any different,” said Kelly, who played
professional basketball in England last year.

“Michael Jordan and the Bulls were the only thing we knew.” 
It wasn’t long before Scheyer was forging a profile of his own. He

dropped 21 points in his third varsity game and attracted serious atten-
tion from colleges as early as his sophomore season. 

“He was tall and really, really skinny,” said Dave Weber, his high
school coach. “I thought he was going to break in half sometimes.” 

But his lanky frame didn’t stop Scheyer from scoring. He led the team
in points and assists as a freshman, and was an all-state selection the next
season. Scheyer ended up rewriting Glenbrook North’s record books; his
3,034 points in high school was the fourth most in Illinois history. 

It was during his junior year, in Glenbrook North’s improbable run
to the state championship, that Scheyer established his bona fides in a
Jewish sports community that adores its own. The Spartans were so
popular that they received police and fire-truck escorts during their
victory parade. 

“No one ever thought it could happen,” recalled Weber, who still
coaches the team. “It was bigger than anything I’ve ever been through
in sports.” 

The allure of Glenbrook North wasn’t just that it was reminiscent of
Hickory High School with its own Jimmy Chitwood. It was more like
“Hoosiers” meets “The Chosen.” Even the rabbi from a local syna-
gogue showed up at the school’s first playoff game with a sedimenta-
ry keepsake from Israel. He named it the Rally Rock. 

“Jewish, white, none of that matters to me in terms of a basketball
player,” Scheyer told me over Skype. “I didn’t want our team to be
popular because we were all Jewish. I wanted our team to be talked
about because of how great of a team we were.” 

The Scheyer frenzy hit a fever pitch at the famed Proviso West
Holiday Tournament during his senior year, which happened to fall on
the fourth night of Chanukah. By that time, Scheyer had committed to
play at Duke for Mike Krzyzewski, another Chicago native, and the
coach was part of the standing-room-only crowd that watched what
the Chicago Tribune called “the greatest performance in the 45-year
history of the Proviso West tournament.” 

Scheyer scored 21 of his tournament-record 52 points in the game’s
final 75 seconds. A Duke improv troupe later filmed a sketch, titled
“Jon Scheyer in 75 Seconds,” that features him riding a bicycle into the

campus Hillel, emerging in a tallit and a flowing beard, and spinning
a dreidel that lands on a gimmel. (The clip has been viewed more than
160,000 times on YouTube.) 

Maccabi began courting Scheyer before he graduated from Duke
last spring. He was coming off a four-year career that he capped with
a national championship, but Scheyer went undrafted by NBA teams.
While playing in the 2010 NBA Summer League, he suffered an eye
injury and moved home for most of the year. He joined an NBA
Development League team in February and averaged 14 points per
game while wearing protective goggles. 

That’s when Maccabi came calling again. With the NBA in a lockout
that shows no signs of ending anytime soon, his friends and family
sold him hard on the opportunity to play in Israel. Some of them had
visited on Birthright trips and told him how much they cherished their
10-day visits. The process took more than a year, but Scheyer finally
signed with Maccabi in July. 

Starring immediately in Tel Aviv would be like earning All-American
honors as a freshman at Duke – not even Scheyer did that – and the
transition to the Israeli basketball court hasn’t been as glamorous as
his arrival. He has yet to play in Maccabi’s two Euroleague games, and
he has averaged about 10 minutes per game in the Adriatic and Israeli
leagues. 

“When I was going to Duke, you know it’s going to be such a high
level, but you don’t know what to expect until you get to your first
practice,” Scheyer said. “No matter how many times you watch, or
your teammates have told you, you just need to experience it. The
game is played differently. It takes a little time to get adjusted.” 

In the meantime, Scheyer says he is savoring Tel Aviv. He insists that
he is not looking past his time abroad, much as he’s striving for an
NBA contract some day, and he has been particularly pleased with his
new homeland’s culinary fare. 

“Being a picky eater, to say I like the food here, that says a lot,”
Scheyer said. “Italian, a Thai restaurant that’s very good, some
American restaurants.” 

Then he remembered where he was. 
“I haven’t had a falafel yet,” he admitted. “I’ll probably be made fun

of. I need to have a falafel and shwarma.” 
Ben Cohen writes about sports for The Wall Street Journal. He has

also written for Deadspin, Grantland and the Awl. 
(This article originally appeared on Tablet Magazine, tabletmag.com

<http://tabletmag.com> .) 
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Hillel Winnipeg Takes on a New Model

By

SHAYNA WIWIERSKI

Jon Scheyer
Cont. from page 24.

HART JACOB
Director of Jewish
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Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg
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SHERRI LISA COGAN GALL
August 6, 1966 - September 15, 2011

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce the
passing of Sherri Cogan
Gall, on September 15,
2011, after a very coura-
geous battle with cancer.
Sherri’s death leaves a
hole in the hearts of all
who loved her. Sherri will
be sorely missed by her
devoted and loving hus-
band Ron, children Dan-

iel and Noah, parents Harvey and Nessie Cogan, brother
Allan (Shawna) and niece and nephew Lindsay and
Joshua Cogan. She will also be missed by her father- in-
law Bill Gall, brother-in-law Perry Gall (Batya) and
her niece Sarah Gall. In addition to her immediate
family, Sherri will be sadly missed by her loving
extended family of many aunts, uncles and cousins.

With Sherri’s enthusiasm and beautiful smile she
made lifelong friends wherever she went. Sherri was
always the first to respond to a friend in need with the
appropriate words, books or meals to help in any
situation. Her sense of humour, love of life and caring
ways will be missed by all of her friends. Sherri was a
spiritual person who saw G-d’s presence in the world
through the acts of kindness of others. She certainly
held a special place in her heart for these dear friends
who helped her during her time of need: Sindee
Wilhelmer, Marlaina Sommer, Orna Stoller, Judi
Shuster, Adeina Altein, Tikva Ellis and sister-in-law
Shawna Cogan.

Sherri’s passion for helping others started at an early
age. When she was in high school, she spent countless
hours volunteering with the Facts of Life Line and
Klinic, counseling those in need.

Sherri attended Talmud Torah Elementary School
and continued her education at Joseph Wolinsky Col-
legiate where she graduated with honours in 1984. In
1990, she graduated from the University of Manitoba
with a degree in Physiotherapy. Sherri was a keen and
devoted employee who had varied work experiences
within the field of physiotherapy. Over the course of
her career, she worked at Seven Oaks and Concordia
Hospitals, Occupational Rehab Group of Canada and
her own business, Home Program Physiotherapy. Her
latest position was with Jewish Child and Family
Services.

Growing up, Sherri enjoyed summers with her fam-
ily at Detroit Lakes and later at the Gimli Trailer Park.
Sherri and Allan had a special bond. They would often
spend hours reminiscing about their childhood to-
gether.

Sherri and Ron started dating in 1987 and later
married on October 3, 1991. They spent their entire
adult lives growing up together and had unconditional
love for each other. They enjoyed numerous vacations
travelling, camping and spending time outdoors.

Once Daniel and Noah were born, they purchased a
cabin and spent many summer vacations in Clear Lake.
Time together as a family was what mattered most to
Sherri. She cherished the memories created by family
trips to places such as Toronto, Palm Springs, Disney-
land and Wisconsin Dells. Later, as Daniel and Noah

got older, and loved to shop, they spent many vacations
in Minneapolis.

Sherri was a very creative person and it was evident
in so much of what she did for her family. When Daniel
and Noah were young, Sherri would delight in making
fabulous, themed home-made cakes for each birthday
and sewing costumes for a variety of occasions. She
would do these labours of love even if it meant staying
up all night. Over the last 5 years, her creativity shone
in the scrapbooks that she made for her children and her
parents. She was even able to share this gift with
Daniel’s classmates when she was invited into the
school to teach the entire grade some of the skills
involved. Her love of her family is clearly evident in all
of these projects. These books are gifts that keep those
memories alive and they will always be treasured by
everyone in the family.

Being a mother is what Sherri loved best. Her boys
meant everything to her and she cherished every minute
she spent with them, whether it was playing board
games, Guitar Hero or helping them with their home-
work. Sherri was always so proud of all that her two
“best boychakins” did, whether it was the sports that
they participated in (golf, tennis or basketball), their
academic achievements at school or just watching
them be together at home. They always brought a smile
of love and pride to her face.

The family wishes to thank all the doctors and nurses
at CancerCare Manitoba who helped Sherri throughout
her illness. A special thank you is extended on behalf
of the family to Dr. Marshall Pitz, and his nurse Linda
Davison, Dr. Gary Schroeder and pharmacists Diane
Johnson and Meghan Gaudry. We would also like to
thank Dr. Morel Rubinger and Dr. Harvey M. Chochinov
for their support. In addition, the family would like to
thank all the staff at 3-East Palliative Care Unit at
Riverview Health Centre, including Dr. St. Godard and
Nurse Dana, for the caring and sensitive ways in which
they helped the family during this difficult time.

The funeral service was held September 16, 2011 at
the Herzlia Adas Yeshrun Synagogue officiated by
Rabbi Ari Ellis. The pallbearers were Dave Chochinov,
Dr. Harvey M. Chochinov, Evan Roitenberg, Dr. Perry
Gall, Sheppy Coodin and Al Benarroch.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to
CancerCare Manitoba Foundation and Gray Academy
of Jewish Education.

REGINA EVELYN NOVEK
After a long illness,

Regina Evelyn Novek
passed away peacefully
at the Victoria General
Hospital on October 29,
2011, surrounded by her
family. She was 61 years
old. She is deeply
mourned by her husband,
Joel; daughters, Mira
(David) and Sheila;
brothers, Daniel and
Frederick; as well as
many others.

Regina was one of four siblings born to an Irish
Catholic family in Boston, MA. Her father was a
district fire chief. She attended Tufts University and
the University of Alberta where she met her future
husband. In 1974 she followed him to Winnipeg and
the couple wed the next year. Mira was born in 1980
and Sheila in 1985.

Regina found employment as a social worker at the
Child Guidance Clinic. She decided to switch careers
and entered the University of Manitoba Law School
where she graduated with honours. In 1983 she was
awarded the Israels prize for her outstanding perform-
ance as an articling student. She began her legal career
at Buchwald Asper Henteleff. She moved to Hill and
Abra, a firm specializing in litigation. Due to her
expertise in questions of professional discipline, she
was offered the position of counsel to the College of
Physicians and Surgeons of Manitoba, a post she held
with distinction until ill health forced her to retire in
2001.

Regina had many interests beyond work. She was
particularly devoted to her family and friends. She was
an avid cook, gardener, hostess, decorator and crafter.
Her husband and daughters were the grateful benefici-
aries of her domestic skills and often referred to her as
“Martha Stewart”. For over twenty years she partici-
pated enthusiastically in a women’s book club in which
she had many close companions. She also took an
active role in Temple Shalom where the Novek family
found a home. In 1992 she converted to Judaism but

remained proud of her Irish roots.
Regina always gave fully, generously and tirelessly

to her family, friends and people who needed her help.
She inspired love and devotion in those who knew her
best. When her health declined, her family and friends
responded and gave back to her some of the kindness
they had received. She taught us to care for others, first
by her example and then by her need. We will miss her
but we will not forget her.

Funeral services were held at Temple Shalom on
October 31, 2011. The family thanks the staff at the
Victoria General Hospital and the Sharon Home for the
care they provided. Special thanks also to Elvira and
Natividad, Regina’s caregivers, for their gracious ef-
forts on her behalf. Donations in Regina’s honour may
be made to the Canadian Dementia Action Network.

LEON SALAMON
With aching hearts, we

announce the passing on
November 2, 2011 of
Leon Salamon, cherished
husband to Shoshana, his
devoted wife of 55 years;
beloved father of Reena
Kreindler (Lloyd Law-
rence) and Edna Nelson;
and adored Zayda of Adi
Sara, Josh, and Veronica.
A private graveside serv-
ice at Shaarey Zedek cem-

etery has taken place.
“Bontshe” was born in 1922 in Sambor, Poland.  The

third youngest of nine children, he left school as a child
to help support his family, with the quiet faithfulness
and self-sacrificing love that remained the hallmarks of
his nature.  Like “Bontshe Schweig,” the fictional
character whose nickname he bore, he was selfless -
gentle, unassuming, bearing his burdens without com-
plaint.  But in that humility lies the deepest kind of
nobility.

Leon came to Canada after the horrors of World War
II. He worked in a foundry and in the fur industry,
eventually saving enough money to buy a pickup truck
and establish himself as a cattle buyer.  Leon’s word
was gold; his colleagues in the cattle business said that
“a handshake from Leon was worth more than a signed
cheque from another man.”  Leon had a deep, simple,
direct sense of what is right and the character to live by
it.  “Respect” was his abiding principle - to Leon, being
“respectable” meant not status or wealth, but living
with integrity and dignity. He was truly an honourable
man.

Bontshe was the salt of the earth, a man of rare innate
goodness. He truly loved his fellow man - and everyone
loved him.  Generosity was the core of his nature; there
was no one he wouldn’t help, no one he’d turn away.
He treated people with natural grace and courtesy.
There was no envy in him — he took pleasure in the
other man’s prosperity as though it were his own.  He
often said, “The other man has to eat as good as I do.”
He loved his family boundlessly, labouring tirelessly
for us every day of his life, asking nothing for himself,
just delighting in our wellbeing. He was a man of peace
who loved animals and nature; he was grateful for and
content with humble things.

Bontshe preserved a purity and sweetness of spirit
despite the many cruel hardships of his life.  Even after
his 2005 stroke severely impaired his ability to speak,
the words he retained and continued to say to us to the
end were “I love you,  all of you,”  “beauty - you’re
beautiful,” and “you’re the best.”  It was as if the stroke,
while bereaving him so cruelly of the power of commu-
nication, somehow simultaneously peeled away the
more superficial layers, revealing the indestructible,
luminous core — his huge heart of love, goodness, and
grace.  That was the essence of who he was.

Our father was not a religious man.  But as the
prophet Micah reminds us, “What does the Lord ask of
thee but to act justly and love mercy and walk humbly
with thy God?” The living embodiment of that wisdom
was Leon Salamon, a good, kind, profoundly decent
human being.  If anyone ever deserved a place at God’s
banquet table, it is him.  He  was the best.  He was, and
will always be, our hero.  We love you, Daddy.  May
God shelter you in His wings and may we be reunited
in Heaven.

Shiva Platters
email us:

thetallestpoppy@yahoo.com
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NORMAN GOULD
November 9, 1930 - October 20, 2011

Norman Gould, be-
loved husband, father and
grandfather passed away
on October 20, 2011 after
a very courageous strug-
gle with cancer.

Norman was born in
Winnipeg to Clara and
Aaron Goldberg. He will
be remembered with love
by his wife Roslyn, his
children Michael
(Carolyn), Joel, and
Sharon (Michael Libby),
his grandchildren Sarah,
Steven, Brian and Eric

Gould, and Aaron and Emily Libby, and his sister
Trudy (Joe Downey).

Norman graduated and practiced as a pharmacist in the
1950s. He then attended law school at Queen’s Univer-
sity in Kingston where he graduated in 1966, and practiced
family law in Winnipeg for over 40 years. He enjoyed
teaching others his profession, acted as a mentor to many
students, and has been described by colleagues as “a
legend in family law”.

Aside from his work Norman loved to play tennis,
baseball and horseshoes. He was the first winner of the
Norman Gould Most Valuable Player Award which was
named for him and will be presented each year by the
Winnipeg Law Softball League. Norman worked and
played baseball up until his diagnosis. Well known for his
humour and his interest in people, he was hardworking,
honest and believed in giving to charity. Spending time
with family was very important to him and he was a
devoted husband, father, grandfather, uncle, and brother.

Norman and Roslyn loved to travel and often spent the
winter in California, where he enjoyed visiting with his
children, grandchildren and many friends. In 2010, Nor-
man and Roslyn moved to British Columbia to be closer
to their children. He had talked about making this move
for over a decade, and enjoyed his new home and his
walks on the dyke.

Funeral services were held on October 23rd, 2011 at
Temple Sholom Cemetery. His pallbearers were son in
law, Michael Libby, nephews, Jeffery, Brian, Evan, and
Harris Pleet, and great nephew Jonah Spungen. Dona-
tions can be made to Pancreatic Cancer Canada
(www.pancreaticcancercanada.ca) or a charity of your
choice.

In loving memory of

MYER LUDWIG
who passed away

November 15, 2006
24 Days in Cheshvan

“Time changes, everything
passes but love. You are
remembered.”
— You are loved and missed
by your family and friends.

5th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER
KENNETH
MORRIS

who passed away
November 23, 2005

21 Days in Cheshvan
Like falling leaves the years go
by but memories of you will
never die.
My one and only love
In my heart always and forever
— Kerry.

17th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JAMES
ROSENSTOCK

who passed away
October 23, 1994

20 Days in Chesvan, 5755
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
November 19, 2000

21 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.

ELEANOR LEVIN
July 16, 1930 - October 21, 2011

It is with deep sadness that we announce the passing
of Eleanor Levin, at the age of 81, on October 21, 2011
after a lengthy illness.

She is survived by her loving husband of 59 years,
Manly, children Heather (Clifford), Sheldon (Margot),
Sidney (Denise), and Brenda (Lorne); grandchildren
Paul, Danielle (Edgar), Aaron, Rachelle (Jurgen),
Karen, Deena (Yaacov), Miriam (Eli), Kayla, Moe,
Serena, Maia, and Sharna, and great-grandchildren
Owen, Aviva, Noam, and Aaron. Eleanor was prede-
ceased by her parents Minnie and Donald Shatsky, and
sister Margaret Klein.

Mom and Dad married in June 1952 and shared a
great love throughout their life together. In 1954, they
moved to Rochester, MN where Dad completed his
surgical residency at Mayo Clinic. Five years later,
they returned to Winnipeg with three children and
expecting their fourth.

When we think of Mom, we just smile; she was
everything good. She would often comment that some-
thing was lovely - a meal, an outfit, a person, a gesture
- but she was the loveliest of all. She was the most
wonderful wife, mother, and Baba, who made her
family her priority in life. She celebrated our achieve-
ments, consoled us when we failed, and encouraged us
to do our best. Above all, she always loved us. Nothing
was ever about her. Even when she suffered the pain of
her illness, her concern was not for her own suffering
but for ours. We will miss her terribly but we will
always feel her presence. We will be comforted and
uplifted by her beautiful spirit. She has shown us how
one should live one’s life with compassion, respect,
dignity, and love for others and we will honour her
memory through our actions.

The family expresses our deep gratitude to the staff
of 7AW at St. Boniface Hospital, Dr. Paul Daeninck
and the Palliative Care nurses at CancerCare Mani-
toba, and Dr. Ted St. Godard and the staff at Riverview
Health Centre. They are truly special people.

Funeral services were held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue on October 24, 2011 with burial at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.

If so desired, donations can be made in Eleanor’s
memory to a charity of your choice.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOV. 16

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

HELENE
KROLIK

who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ALLAN
BOGOCH
who passed away
November 9, 2004

25 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

HARRY
SILVERBERG

who passed away
November 19, 2003

24 Days in Cheshvan
A SPECIAL SMILE,
A SPECIAL FACE,
And in our hearts, a special
place,
No words we speak, can ever
say,
How much we miss you, every
day.
To hear your voice, to see you
smile,
To sit and talk with you awhile,
To be together in the same old
way,
Would be our greatest wish to-
day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed,
Love Laila & family.

In Memoriam
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOV. 23

In loving memory of

MYER COHEN
who passed away

November 15, 1993
2 Days in Kislev, 5754

Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA
ENGEL

who passed away
November 13, 1993

30 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, grand-
child, mother,  and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
(ABIE)

FEIERSTEIN
who passed away

November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan

As time goes by without you,
and days turn into years.
It’s been 5 years since you
passed away, so quietly, and at
last in peace.
There is a bridge of memories
from heaven above, that keeps
you very close to us.
They hold a million memories
and thousand silent tears.
Always remembered and
deeply missed by your wife
Miriam, children - Michele
(Larry), Max (Ann)
Your grandchildren Aidan,
Akiva, Elie, and families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)
FLEISHER
who passed away

3 days in Kislev, 5764
November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his children
Gideon and Raisa and friend
Marja in Holland, his sister
Miriam and brother William,
sister in law Doreen and
nephews Zach and Ben in
Winnipeg and relatives in
Israel.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHLOMO
KAUFMAN
who passed away

November 24, 1968
3 Days in Kislev, 5729

— His decency, modesty and
gentleness are missed and
remembered by his son and
daughter and spouses and his
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN LEPKIN
who passed away

April 17, 1986
8 Days in Nissan, 5746

In loving memory of

SARAH LEPKIN
who passed away

November 28, 2008
1 Day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN
NATHAN
MANDEL

who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NANCY SUSAN
MANUSOW

who passed away
November 28, 2003

Every day we remember your
beauty, intelligence and
courage of how you lived your
life.
We will never forget you.
You will always be in our
hearts.
— Always remembered by
your brother Hannon.

In loving memory of

BESSIE
MASLOVSKY

who passed away
November 28, 2000

1 day in Kislev
— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NAOMI RUTH
PALANSKY

who passed away
November 9, 2010
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Bruce, children Noah and
Lexi, mother Pearl, sisters
Brenda and Cindy, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

DALE NOREEN
RAYTER

who passed away
November 29, 2000

2 Days in Kislev
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by  husband
Ian Rayter, sons Jared and
Aaron, sister Beryl Walsh, and
brother Howard.

In Memoriam
Eleventh Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
KANOVSKY

who passed away
November 11, 1990

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the nineteenth candle in your
beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS
(Waldman)
SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

PAUL N. WARREN
who passed away

November 21, 2006
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his parents
Nora and Harry Warren, and
brother Dr. Martin J. Warren
and family.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
and beloved mother,

grandmother and
great-grandmother

HELEN
BROTMAN
who passed away

November 10, 1999
2 Days in Kislev

You live on in our memory and
in our hearts forever. We think
of you every day.
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FAIGA

COOPERBAND
who passed away

November 23, 1987
3 Days in Kislev

— TZDAKAH AND
MITZVOT ARE HER
LEGACY TO AN EVER
LOVING FAMILY.

7th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ISADORE JACK

GUTKIN
who passed away

November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA
ITZHAKI

who passed away
November 14, 1974

29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735
— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother, brother and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
NATHAN
DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RONALD
SILVER

who passed away
November 15, 2009

28 Days in Cheshvan
Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita, father
David, children, grand-
children and sisters.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
TOM

SPRINGMAN
who passed away

November 29, 2008
2 days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

EDITH
WAISMAN
who passed away
December 4, 2005

3 Days in Kislev, 5766
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
beloved grandson and dear
friends.

Deadline for
the

November 30
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is noon
Thursday,

November 24

Jewish Population Growth & Candles
By RABBI 
AVROHOM ALTEIN

Our community,
as many other
Jewish communities
of North America,
faces a serious chal-
lenge, and that is
the need to increase
rather than lose
members. In past
years, the issue was
the emigration of
members to larger
cities. That drain on
the community has
been somewhat
reversed by the
influx of immigrants
from South America
and Israel.

The more serious
problem is that
many Jews do not
live a substantial
Jewish lifestyle,
many intermarry or
don’t marry at all
and others do not
even identify them-
selves as Jews. The most powerful solution to this problem is not to be
found in the synagogue, nor in our recognized community institu-
tions, but it is in this week’s Torah Reading.

The Torah describes the origin of the Jewish People and it describes
the lives of the first Jews, Abraham and his wife Sarah and their
descendants. The interesting thing is that the Jewish Nation did not
begin by people that shared common land, language or political aims,
grouping themselves together and forming a nation. Instead, Abraham
began with the belief in G-d and he perpetuated this belief by build-
ing a family.

The Torah goes into great length and intricate detail in describing the
family life of the first Jews. It was of pivotal importance to Abraham to
be actively involved in his child’s Jewish education, “He instructs his
children and family that will live after him, to follow in the path of
G–d, being charitable and just.”

In this week’s portion, the Torah elaborates about how Abraham was
passionately involved in seeing that his son Isaac was married and that
his marriage partner was of the calibre necessary to build a good
Jewish home. Isaac’s wife Rebecca was kind and hospitable. Isaac
found in her solace, after his mother Sarah had passed away.

Tradition teaches that Rebecca was like Sarah in that there was a
divine blessing in the food she prepared (kosher), a heavenly cloud
settled over her home (her married life was imbued with holiness) and
her Friday Night Shabbat candle illuminated the home for the entire
week. That means that the brightness and serenity of the Shabbat was
set in motion with lighting candles on Friday night. And that spirit per-
meated the home throughout the entire week to come.

It is the Shabbat atmosphere that is the key to a happy family life and
it is a strong family life that is the key to building a strong Jewish
Community. The Jewish nation was founded on the family unit and
families are the building blocks of Jewish life.

Several years ago, I spoke to a prominent Jewish businessman about
the importance of Shabbat. He said that he works late nights. On
Saturday’s he golfs and works part-time, so he has no time for Shabbat.
I said, “How about beginning with a Friday night Shabbat meal? When
do families ever get together nowadays around a table and have a
relaxed meal together? Fathers, mother and kids are each busy in their
own world. There is little communication and relationships become
very superficial. A Friday night Shabbat meal will do wonders to build
a warm family unit. Say the Kiddush, have the Challah and your wife
will set the tone in motion by lighting the Shabbat candles before sun-
set. “

At first my friend scoffed at the idea and said that he was not reli-
gious. But the next week, he met me and said that on the Friday night
after our conversation, his children did not come home. They were at
some rowdy party until the morning. Their parents had a long talk, dis-
cussing where they had gone wrong, and they decided to take me up
on my suggestion. They would have Friday night Shabbat meals,
beginning with the Shabbat candle.

We can succeed in building Jewish life, just as our forefathers did,
by building solid Jewish families. And it all begins with the Shabbat
candle.

Torah comment

Isaac and Rebecca

The Heart and 
Stroke Foundation 
of Manitoba
provides an average 
of over $1 million 
toward heart disease 
and stroke research 
each year, with 
90% remaining in 
Manitoba.

To donate, visit 
heartandstroke.mb.ca

or call 949.2000
Toll-free 

1.888.473.4636
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Arts

By the
time you
read this,
the Tarbut –
Festival of
J e w i s h
Culture will
have been

well underway.
“What’s unique about Tarbut is that

we’re able to bring artists, authors,
musicians, and films together all at
the same time,” said Rena Elbaze,
festival chairperson. “The effect of
putting everything together at once is
exponential.

“We’ve created an environment of
enthusiasm and excitement with so
many people coming into the build-
ing for so many different cultural
experiences all in such a concentrat-
ed period of time. It really sets the
tone to have so much creative juice
flowing in so many different ways!” 

Elbaze said the hope for this year’s
festival is to attract even more peo-
ple, and that those who attend love
it, come back, and bring more peo-
ple with them. Even further, she said,
“We’d love to reach the greater
Winnipeg community who can learn
more about us through the enriching
and positive experience that is pro-
vided by Tarbut.”

A combined guest speaker feature will take place at 7:30 p.m. on
Thurs., Nov. 17 with author of “Far to Go,” Alison Pick, and author of
“The Knife Sharpener’s Bell,” Rhea Tregebov. 

“Far to Go” is an epic historical novel that traces one family’s jour-
ney through the tumultuous and traumatic lead up to the Nazi occu-
pation of Czechoslovakia in 1939. 

Pick converted to Judaism when researching the book, finding it a
way of life that resonated with her.

“The Knife Sharpener’s Bell” explores the fate of a Jewish family who
move from Winnipeg to the USSR in the mid-1930s. 

‘“The Knife Sharpener’s Bell” began with bits of family history,’ said
Rhea Tregebov. “My maternal grandparents met in the early 20th cen-
tury in Winnipeg. They both were from Czarist Russia and were quite
left-wing. So, when things got so horrible during the 1930s
Depression, they both thought it was best to move back to what had
been the Soviet Union. So the novel is a what if?”

At 8 p.m. on Sat., Nov. 19, the one-of-a-kind band, “The Afro-
Semitic Experience” will perform earthy spirituals, jazzy gospel,
Klezmer blues, and soul music to Jewish melodies. The band was co-
founded by African-American jazz pianist, Warren Byrd, and Jewish-

American jazz bassist, David Chevan, for an interfaith Martin Luther
King service in 1998.

Last but not least, a visual arts exhibit and talk in tribute of the mem-
ory of Leonard Marcoe, a well known raku ceramics and oil painting
artist and a long time member of the Winnipeg arts community who
passed away earlier in 2011, will be featured at 2 p.m. on Sun., Nov.
20. There will be guest appearances with Valli Marcoe (Marcoe’s
daughter) and Bud Gillies.

Barr anticipates several thousand people will attend this year’s Tarbut
Festival programs (including the Jewish Book Fair which will be on all
week).

For more information or to purchase tickets call 477-7510 or visit
www.radyjcc.com.

Tarbut continues until Nov. 20 

RHEA TREGEBOV: “The
Knife Sharpener’s Bell began
with bits of family history.
My maternal grandparents
met in the early 20th century
in Winnipeg. They both were
from Czar-ist Russia and
were quite left-wing. So,
when things got so horrible
during the 1930s Depression,
they both thought it was best
to move back to what had
been the Soviet Union. So
the novel is a what if?”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Audacious award winning musical makes
Winnipeg Studio Theatre debut
From a 100-year old controversial play, 

to a modern rock musical
WINNIPEG – Manitoba Theatre Centre’s Tom Hendry

Warehouse will be the venue for one of the best and most
talked-about musical productions ever to land on the modern
musical stage. Winnipeg Studio Theatre’s production of “Spring
Awakening” will run from November 24 to December 4, featur-
ing a 16-member cast of young, exciting and driven local up-
and-coming professional performers backed up by a highly
experienced creative production team. 

Musical Theatre at its best
The winner of no less than eight Tony Awards, including Best

Musical, Best Score and Best Direction, “Spring Awakening”
received 11 2007 Tony nominations after opening on Broadway
in December, 2006. Wherever it has appeared, from Europe to
Australia to America, “Spring Awakening” has stunned audi-
ences with its poignancy and passion, and reaped critical praise.

“Spring Awakening” celebrates the often painful rite-of-pas-
sage from youth to adulthood with a power that is unforgettable.
“Spring Awakening” takes its inspiration from one of literature's
most controversial masterpieces - an 1892 German play by
Frank Wedekind that was so daring in its depiction of teenage
self-discovery, it was banned from the stage and not performed
in its complete form in English for nearly 100 years. An electri-
fying fusion of morality, sexuality and rock ‘n roll, “Spring
Awakening” has exhilarated audiences around the world like no
other musical in years with the “the most gorgeous Broadway
score this decade.” (Entertainment Weekly)

An exciting – and excited - young cast
A Winnipeg production of “Spring Awakening” has been on

the mind of director Kayla Gordon for years. Actor Dan
Szymanski (Hanschen) recalls Gordon expressing a desire to
produce the show as far back as 2007. 

“When Kayla mentioned that she was seriously perusing the
production this fall, I decided to take a serious look into the story
from an audience (and) performer's perspective,” says
Szymanski. ‘“Spring Awakening” harmoniously integrates histor-
ical and foreign settings with the behavioural characteristics of
modern teenage society, not to mention one of the most beauti-
ful modern musical scores I have heard to date. Who could turn
down an opportunity to take part in this amazing show?’

Chorus member Tatiana Carnevale agrees. “The group of per-
formers she (Kayla) has assembled are some of my good friends
and the most talented young actors in the city; people I am
incredibly flattered to work with.”

Cast members are convinced Spring Awakening will resonate
with Winnipeg audiences – of all ages. “Spring Awakening is a
thrilling and challenging show that provides an unmatched
experience through amazing music and a unique cast dynamic,”
says Colin Peterson, who plays the character Moritz. “It has ter-
rific music and its subject matter will challenge the audience to
re-examine the way they think.”

“Spring Awakening brings a fresh, young and dark perspective
to what a musical is,” says chorus member Markian Tarasiuk.
“The show is filled with laughs, tears, rock, angst and sex, so
why wouldn't you want to come?”

For show dates and ticket information, see ad on page 22.

special events, including Shabbes dinner,”
says Regiec.

“If anybody wants catering, we’re avail-
able at a reasonable cost. In addition, we
do programs with other Jewish agencies,

like Jewish Child and Family Services.”
Among the other major programs offered are the Monday pro-

gram, which is geared to people experiencing memory loss and is
open to the entire Jewish community; and the Holocaust Survivors
Program held every second Thursday, which includes lunch and a
social program of some kind and is facilitated through the JCFS.

“We also offer volunteer opportunities in various aspects of the
Centre operations,” says Regiec.

“Through the year, various other types of programs are also held,
including going to the theatre, going to different restaurants for
lunch, attending Folklorama, among other things. We also recog-
nize and celebrate all the Jewish holidays. Our latest program is on
Monday when we have a guest speaker from one of the universities
or elsewhere discussing a topic of current interest. This is a fabulous
place to involve yourself if you’re an older adult in the Jewish com-
munity. We even have a totally up-to-date computer lab where
lessons are available. Or, you could just come in and use one of our
computers. It’s a community internet site.”

It’s a happening place.
For further information, Phone- (204) 339-1701; Fax- (204) 334-

3779; Email- gwensecter@shaw.ca  website www.gwensecter.com

Gwen Secter
Cont. from page 3.



By RUTH EGLASH 
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Palestinian

Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas’ statehood push at the
United Nations may be fizzling,
but his supporters insist that he
can find a way out of the
impasse. 

“Abu Mazen is a powerful
leader and is very persuasive,”
said Ahmad Tibi, an Arab mem-
ber of Israel’s Knesset, using
Abbas’ nom de guerre. “He has
managed to convince the major-
ity of the Palestinian people that
the way to reach statehood is
through nonviolent means. 

“The problem is that Abu
Mazen does not see this Israeli
government as a partner to
peace. He believes they are anti-
peace.” 

Some in the Israeli government
have no great love for the
Palestinian leader either, particu-
larly since he took the
Palestinians’ case to the United
Nations. Israel’s Foreign Minister
Avigdor Lieberman said last
month that Abbas is the main
impediment to peace. 

“If there is one obstacle that
should be removed immediately,
it is [Abbas],” he told reporters.
“If he were to return the keys and resign, it would not be a threat but
a blessing.” 

Israeli President Shimon Peres, however, responded the next day that
Abbas and Palestinian Authority Prime Minister Salam Fayyad “are
serious leaders that want peace and are working to prevent violence
and extremism in our region.” 

Abbas now faces a daunting set of challenges, including strained
relations with Israel and the United States, which are angry over the
U.N. bid., and a Hamas movement waiting in the wings to seize on
his stumbles. Abbas has insisted that he will not resume negotiations
with Israel in the absence of a settlement freeze, so the way forward
remains uncertain. 

“The Palestinian leadership is now in the process of discussing the
future and where it wants to go, what options there are on the table
and the current status quo with Israel,” said Tibi, who was a special
guest of Abbas during his September trip to New York for the opening
of the U.N. General Assembly. 

With the peace process in a stalemate, Tibi said, “It is possible we
could see some dramatic developments [from Abbas] in the near
future.” 

Since Abbas’ Sept. 23 address at the U.N. General Assembly, when
the PA leader told the world that it was time for a “Palestinian Spring”
and to see an end to “63 years of suffering,” the Palestinians have
faced serious setbacks. It is becoming increasingly clear that the
Palestinians will not be able to line up the hoped-for nine Security
Council member states - the number needed to give a green light for
U.N. membership, though the U.S. has vowed a veto in any case. 

In addition, Abbas’ Fatah party took a hit last month as a result of the
prisoner swap that won captive Israeli soldier Gilad Shalit his free-
dom. Its rival, Hamas, managed to negotiate the release of 1,027
Palestinian security prisoners from Israel. On the day of the prisoner
exchange, there were reports describing green Hamas flags flying high
over the West Bank. 

In response to recent developments, and with statehood looking
increasingly unlikely in the near future, Abbas has threatened to dis-
band the Palestinian Authority. 

“Of course Abbas is continuing on with his U.N. bid, but if it fails,
he could decide to return the keys to Bibi and go back to occupation,”
said Tibi, referring to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu by
his nickname. 

Tibi added, however, that Abbas also might decide to call for
Palestinian elections in the near future. The latter path has been hint-
ed at in recent months, with senior Abbas aide Nabil Abu Rudeineh
suggesting that elections could happen as soon as January. 

Hillel Frisch, a senior research associate at the Begin-Sadat Center
for Strategic Studies at Bar-Ilan University, said he believes that the
threat to dismantle the P.A. is little more than a scare tactic. 

“I doubt that someone would really dismantle an authority that com-

mands some $3.1 billion directly or indirectly,”
he said. “It would be very difficult because there
has been so much invested in the P.A. I think
these are merely threats to put pressure on the
U.S., to put pressure on Israel to dismantle the
settlements.” 

Frisch said that Abbas faces challenges to his
authority both from Hamas and from younger
Fatah activists. 

“He is scared of factions within his own peo-
ple, which could become a threat,” Frisch said. 

“He is not a strong leader, and as the situation
deteriorates, there needs to be a strong person in
charge,” he said, adding that former Palestinian
Authority President Yasser Arafat “was a strong
leader, but he did not have willingness. Abbas
has a willingness but not the strength.” 

Isaac Herzog, a member of the Knesset’s
Foreign Affairs and Defense Committee repre-
senting the Labor Party, sees the situation a bit
differently. 

“Abbas has been successful in uniting the
Palestinian people and he has the overwhelming
support in the West Bank,” he said. 

Herzog said that Israel erred in not being more
receptive to Abbas’ statehood push. 

“We should have run with it because at the
end of the day, him and Fayyad are the best part-
ners we can get,” he said. “I’m not saying Abbas
is irreplaceable, but he is committed to preserv-

ing security and
stopping terror, and
he has achieved
major success in
building a political
system that works.” 
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P RO F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Leak & Basement repairs,
Window Wells, Chimney
Leaks, Weeping Tiles,

Sidewalks & Porch Leaks
Telepost Adjustments

Call 415-7774

REPAIRS

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332
for information.

SNOWBIRD Auto Transport services from Winnipeg to
Arizona, Florida, Nevada and California.

Turbo Auto Transport 1-888-532-7232

As U.N. push fizzles, Abbas faces unclear path ahead 

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas now faces a daunting set of chal-
lenges, including strained relations with
Israel and the United States, which are
angry over the U.N. bid., and a Hamas

movement waiting in the wings to seize on
his stumbles. Abbas has insisted that he

will not resume negotiations with Israel in
the absence of a settlement freeze, so the

way forward remains uncertain.
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RBC® supporting 
our communities
Congratulations Sandy G. Shindleman and Robert Shindleman 
for your extraordinary commitment to the community.  
Your dedication is an inspiration to us all.

Helping build a better future.


