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Shaarey Zedek holds installation
ceremony for two new rabbis

By GERRY POSNER
Recently, my wife and I were

privileged to be in Winnipeg to
attend the induction (or, as the
ceremony was called, the
“installation”) of two new rab-
bis at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue: Rabbi Anibal Mass
and Rabbi Matthew Leibl. The
two  co-rabbis  will share their
duties with the soon-to-be retir-
ing Rabbi Alan Green until he
leaves Winnipeg permanently
in March  2018.

It was a special time for the
approximately 400 people in
attendance that blustery
November 4 Shabbat morning
in Winnipeg. The weather outside was fright-
ful, but the service inside was delightful. Aside
from all else, it was a special time in Winnipeg
Jewish history to see two rabbis formally enter
the rabbinate at the same time - a scene never
before witnessed in Winnipeg.

Rabbis Mass and Leibl were welcomed to
the club by  guest scholar Rabbi Steven Blane
of New York, under what appeared to be a
massive Chupah. And then to hear the two rab-
bis speak about their respective paths to the
rabbinate was pure joy. Rabbi Mass is no
stranger to the clergy world, as he has been the
cantor at Shaarey Zedek for many years
already, but joining the rabbinate was a change
of course. He jumped at the opportunity and
has made the most of it. His mother flew in
from Argentina and her nachos and the nachos
of all those who knew Rabbi Mass was clearly
evident. 

For Rabbi Leibl, a home-grown product of
Shaarey Zedek, son of Stewart and Ellen Leibl,
this day was the culmination of a career that
seems to have begun as far back as his Bar
Mitzvah in the very same building. Over the
years, Rabbi Leibl has held various positions
in the synagogue and now has reached the top
where he and Rabbi Mass will share rabbinical

duties. For anyone who has come in contact
with Rabbi Leibl, it was a moment to savour.
My conclusion at the end of the day was that
the longer I sat in the sanctuary, the more cer-
tain I was that we had made a good move to
attend this big event in Winnipeg. 

But, the weekend for me was far more than
the induction of the new rabbis. My grandson
Zachary, recently a Bar Mitzvah, had not really
seen Winnipeg at an age where he might have a
grasp of the city and what it offered. We only
had a limited time in the city, but we tried to
take him to  places of our family past in
Winnipeg, including our home until five years
ago when we moved to Toronto. Our stops
included the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, where a
large part of the family remains, and to the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada to
explore the archival history of the community
and indeed our own particular Posner family
file. However, what interested him the most
were two Winnipeg landmarks: as the Zoo and
the Mint. 

Although Toronto has a spectacular zoo, it is
not easily accessible. The zoo at Assiniboine
Park in Winnipeg, covered with an abundance
of snow, was so simple to reach. Not to be
overlooked, as I pointed out to Zac, was the

At the installation ceremony for Rabbis Mass and Leibl (l-
r): Rabbi Alan Green, guest scholar Rabbi Steven Blane,
Rabbi Anibal Mass, Rabbi Matthew Leibl

Continued on page 3. See “Induction”.
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WRHA eliminates funding
for security at Simkin Centre

By BERNIE BELLAN
We were informed by one of our readers early the

past week that a major change had happened at the
Simkin Centre: 24-hour security had been cut back
to only 12 hours a day and the phone number to the
security desk was no longer in service.

As a result, we contacted Irwin Corobow, execu-
tive director of the Simkin Centre, to inquire about
the changes that had allegedly occurred. I sent the
following email to Irwin: 

Hi Irwin,
I understand that the security desk has been cut

back at the centre so that the phone no. to the desk
no longer works and there is no one there 24-7 any
longer. Can you comment on that? Are there other
cuts that have taken place? If so, are these cuts a
result of cutbacks coming from the WRHA?

Thanks
-Bernie

Irwin Corobow responded: The WRHA had
agreed some ten years ago to provide, at its cost,
security services at The Simkin Centre. This was in
a response to a request from The Centre based on
the fact that organizations in the Jewish communi-
ty faced security threats not faced by non Jewish
organizations. As far as I know, The Centre was
unique amongst PCHs (Personal Care Homes) in
having these services provided by the Region.

In mid October the WRHA contacted the Centre
and indicated that it would no longer fund those
services as of November 1 - approximately two
weeks’ notice time. We have been advised that The
Centre would have to fund the services from within
our existing budget. Unfortunately we have no bud-
get line for security services. We have requested
that the Region re-consider its decision or at least
give us a longer notice period to consider our
options. In the meantime we have continued tem-
porarily with the service for 12 hours a day until

Continued on page 14. See “Simkin”.
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Second Lieutenant Barry Austreicher admits
that his parents were “always sceptical” about his
desire to join the Canadian Armed Forces.

But, they are accepting of his decision now.
“A lot of my friends thought it was a great

career move for me because it was a perfect fit,”
said this solidly built, soft spoken 27 year-old
Orthodox Jew from Montreal and member of the
Royal Canadian Air Force, who joined the CAF

in January of this year and completed his basic training in April.
2Lt Austreicher, who works in Operations at 438 Tactical Helicopter

Squadron Canadian Forces Base St. Hubert, Quebec, is on temporary duty
now for Phase 1 Flight Training at 3 Canadian Flight Forces Training School
in (Centre Port) Portage la Prairie– about 85 kilometres west of Winnipeg.

“I always liked the military life and the challenges it brings,” 2Lt
Austreicher said during a recent interview. “And, I always wanted to be a
pilot.” He explained that this first phase of training at 3 CFFTS is designed
to see if the student has the motor skills to be a pilot, as well as the rate at
which “you can learn a lot in a very short amount of time” about planes and
aviation.

“Luckily, I have experience, so it’s easier for me,” said 2Lt Austreicher,
who has a degree in finance from Concordia University.

“I have a private pilot’s licence with about 160 hours flying in a Cessna
152 and 172 and in Piper Cherokees.” When asked, he said his second
career options within the RCAF might have been air traffic controller or an

Air Combat Systems
Operator (navigator).

“But, being a pilot
was my main choice,”
2Lt Austreicher,
who’s also fluent in
French and Hebrew,
emphasized. “I’m
very set on being a
pilot in the RCAF.
Everywhere I go, they
(aircrew) say, ‘There’s
no bad cockpit.’”

2Lt Austreicher
acknowledges that it’s
challenging being an
observant Jew in the
CAF. “Every time I go
to a new base I need to

fill out a religious accommodation form stat-
ing my needs to observe the holidays and
kosher requirements,” he said. 

“It’s been good for the most part. During
basic training, they ordered me a catered
Passover meal. I had the seder in the field.
So far, I’ve never had to work on Saturdays.
My colleagues are very supportive. I’d have
members turning the lights on and off for me
during basic training.”

2Lt Austreicher remarked that during basic
training there were people asking him what
he was doing when he was eating matzah, so
he shared some with his colleagues.

He also mentioned that the Second in
Command of his platoon gave him time to
pray in the mornings in a private room.

“I have the obligation to work on
Saturdays,” said 2Lt Austreicher, an avid
hockey fan, who has one sibling– an older
brother. “I hope it won’t have to come to
that. But, if I have to do it to save lives, then
I’ll do it. Just like if you have to eat on Yom
Kippur to save your life. Then, I’ll do it.”

His first “point of contact” when he arrives
in a new city is the Chabad, observed 2Lt
Austreicher, who gets into Winnipeg every
weekend for Shabbat. “They always wel-
come every Jew with open arms and are very

accommodating,” he said. “They make you feel very comfortable when
you don’t know anybody, especially when you’re not at home.”

The Chabad is a community-based not-for-profit organization, dedicated
to providing a Jewish experience for every man, woman or youngster who
walks through its doors, regardless of background, affiliation, or level of
commitment, says the Chabad-Lubavitch of Winnipeg website.

“Today, over 3,500 Chabad institutions are located in more than 85 coun-
tries, with a new center opening on the average every ten days,” according
to other online information. “A Chabad House is a ‘Jewish Center’ and a
Chabad rabbi is a rabbi, period.”

“Now, my parents are supportive of me being in the RCAF,” 2Lt
Austreicher added. “As a whole, the CAF is very accommodating with all
kinds of religions.”

But, when it comes to protecting the country, they expect you to do your
duty, he said.
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An Orthodox Jew in the Canadian Armed Forces: Barry Austreicher
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Second Lieutenant
Barry Austreicher - an
Orthodox Jew, fluent in
French and Hebrew. His
first “point of contact”
when he arrives in a new
city is the Chabad,
observed 2Lt
Austreicher, who gets
into Winnipeg every
weekend for Shabbat.
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By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s been 10 years now since the Rady
JCC took over operation of the
Kaufman Child Care Centre at the

Asper Campus and one year since the
Rady JCC opened the David and Ruth
Asper Early Years Learning Centre on
Grosvenor Avenue.

Altogether, the Rady JCC now has 160
licensed day care spaces under its supervi-
sion for children as young as four months
to children as old as 12 who are enrolled
in the Gray Academy and require either
before or after school care (or both, as the
case may be). In addition, the Rady JCC
operates a before and after school pro-
gram at Brock Corydon School that pro-
vides care for another 30 students (but
which isn’t a licensed day care program
since there is already a licensed before and
after program at Brock Corydon for 90.
The only difference is that parents of children in the licensed program pay
slightly more  in fees than parents of children in the unlicensed program.)

So, it’s pretty safe to say that when it comes to looking after children –
both pre-schoolers and those in school, the Rady JCC has developed a spe-
cial expertise. In fact, according to Gayle Waxman, executive director of
the Rady JCC - who has played an instrumental role in the expansion of the
centre’s day care program ever since she came on board as executive direc-
tor 12 years ago, there is no reason that the Rady JCC can’t expand its day
care programming even further.

“We are committed to expanding day care,” Gayle says, “based on needs
in the community – and one of the foremost needs is looking after the very
young.”

Across Canada and the United States, Jewish Community Centres have
taken the lead in early childhood education. The staff at the Rady JCC is
part of a special network focusing on professional development.  Monthly
professional development meetings are held among JCC child care admin-
istrators through Skype, Gayle explains where directors discuss the latest
and most effective approaches to early learning in a Jewish context

When it comes to providing day care, moreover, Gayle notes that “what
we need in our community is to be very smart. One of the ways we can do
that is by recognizing the different expertise” that the Rady JCC has devel-
oped over the years when it comes to providing day care.

Much of that expertise comes from continued education programs in
which the administrators of the various Rady JCC day care programs par-
ticipate. Recently, for instance, director of child services Eleonora
Caporalini was in Italy to learn about something called the Reggio Emilia
approach to early learning.

Eleonora explains that Reggio Emilia is the name of the city where some
innovative techniques in early learning have been developed in the past few
years.

The philosophy of Reggio Emilia, Eleonora explains, “assumes that chil-
dren are capable learners. And because children are capable of learning,
you don’t have to encourage them to learn,” she adds.

Under this program, for instance, Eleonora goes on to say, “we are intro-
ducing literacy to children as early as two years old. Rather than working
against how children play, we use how they play to teach them.”

Gayle and Eleonora describe a typical learning lesson wherein children
are encouraged to write their names. Of course, no two-year-old can be
expected to grasp even the fundamentals of writing, but even in their scrib-
bles it is possible to discern different patterns of learning with each child,
Eleonora says.

“We see significance in each mark” a child makes,” Eleonora notes. “By
the age two they are beginning to associate symbols and letters, by three
they recognize their own names in print. By the age four they recognize
their friends’ names.”

What is required in such a sophisticated approach to learning, however,
is a very low ratio of child care educators to children and the Rady JCC’s
approach is to have one educator for every eight children. 

“The faculty is on the floor with the children observing them,” Eleonora
says. “When they observe them they start documenting; they determine
which level of learning each child is at. This approach allows us to tailor
the program to each child’s need.”

Unlike day cares in the past, the Rady JCC doesn’t rely upon technologi-
cal aids at all: no widespread use of computer screens here to hold children’s
attention unless it is part of learning, such as the use of a microscope which
is attached to the computer screen for children learn about science – and cer-
tainly no televisions – or smart phones.  ”When kids are in an enriched early

years learning program they do much bet-
ter when they go to school,” Gayle notes.

“Our children learn how to self –regu-
late, how to be a ‘mensch’, how to focus,
how to understand another perspective,
how to sit and listen – so that by the time
they go to school, they know how to sit,”
she suggests.

But, within this relatively demanding
approach, the early childhood educators
require far more skills than what used to be
considered sufficient for day care workers
in the past. Not only must every child care
educator working in a licensed day care
centre anywhere in Manitoba have com-
pleted a two-year training program
(offered at either  Red River College,or
Assiniboine College in Brandon), or a
four-year degree program through the
University of Winnipeg, many of the child

care educators working at either the Kaufman Child Care Centre or the David
and Ruth Asper Early Years Learning Centre are graduate teachers. 

“Many of our staff have come from other countries,” Gayle explains,
where they were teachers in much different school systems. They often
bring their own rich cultural heritages to bear in working with the young
children.

Of the 160 children who are enrolled in one level of child care or anoth-
er in the various Rady JCC programs, there is a wide range of ages.

At the Asper Campus itself, children as young as three months are accept-
ed into child care. (Sometimes it’s a self-employed parent who requires
care in order to be able to return to work in such situations, Gayle explains.)
Altogether, 12 spaces at the Kaufman Centre are reserved for children
three – 24 months, while the Asper Early Years Center has spaces for four
children 18-24 months.

I ask Gayle and Eleonora whether their child care programs are well
designed to deal with children who might present with special needs.

“Absolutely,” Gayle answers. “That is an area that we especially value
and are able to integrate all children in our program regardless of their
physical or cognitive challenges. Having special needs kids in our child
care centres brings a richness to the community.  Because of our approach,
which focuses on gearing the learning to each child’s developmental capac-
ity – whether the child is developmentally advanced or the child is still
working on developing age appropriate skills – our approach enables all
children to flourish.”  

As one might expect, having developed such a notable expertise in early
childhood education, there is a very long wait list of parents who would
like to put their children into one of the Rady JCC child care programs.
“There are about 800 on the wait list,” Gayle says, “but only about one-
third of them will require the space when offered.” (Because parents can
put their names on multiple wait lists many parents simply wait for the first
available opening in any child care centre that’s reasonably close to where
they live.)

Yet, as much as one might expect that Gayle Waxman and Eleonora
Caporalini understand full well the importance that a quality early learning
experience can impart to children throughout their lives, they are both
ready to take on the challenge of expanding the Rady JCC child care pro-
gram even further, should the opportunity present itself.
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Rady JCC has developed special expertise when it comes to
early child years education

fact that there was free parking, a feature
so rare anywhere in Toronto. Even with
the cold day that we faced Zac loved the
zoo, particularly the polar bears and

seals. As well, the Mint lit up Zac’s eyes as he marvelled at the coins pre-
sented, so much so that we bought him a coin set as a Bar Mitzvah gift.
These two popular Winnipeg tourist attractions were but just a part of the
highlights for Zac and his enjoyment made me so pleased we took this
trip with him.

With all of that said, surely my favourite memory of the Winnipeg visit
is the two times I played Pickleball with Zac as my partner at the Rady
JCC. Zac had only played once before, but he picked up the game as if
he were a veteran. After a couple games with Zac, he boldly said to me
(and I have played Pickleball often), “ Zaida, I am carrying you.” I did
not know whether I was angry or proud. How dare he tell me he is car-
rying me. And yet, was it not terrific that he could tell me that (even if he
was wrong)? 

With a major snowfall and cold weather, both of which completed the
authentic Winnipeg experience for Zac, he has already asked me when
we can return. My conclusion regarding our four days in Winnipeg: the
induction was terrific, the introduction perhaps even better.

Induction
Continued from page 1.

Three-year-old children in the Kaufman Child Care
Centre at the Asper Campus with  Program Coordinator,
Shirly Pelich, exploring their names and their friends
names



One of the more interesting changes that I’ve
been noticing in recent years within our commu-
nity is the emergence of new groups or the re-
emergence of older groups that had been rela-
tively quiet, while other organizations that had
played more prominent roles have seen their
presence much reduced.

I can think of three groups in particular that
have caught my attention of late for their energy

and innovativeness: Winnipeg Friends of Israel, StandWithUs and B’nai
Brith Canada. Each of those organizations has demonstrated an eagerness
to be pro-active in attempting to get their respective messages across.
Rather than waiting to respond to events - then issuing a press release,
which is the standard behaviour of other more established organizations,
these three organizations have either sponsored events or have taken other
initiatives in bringing their respective messages to their target audiences.

It is especially in the area of pro-Israel advocacy that Winnipeg Friends
of Israel and StandWithUs have shown great imagination in filling a void
within our community as the many and often virulent critics of Israel have
sought to demonize Israel - particularly among college-age students.

As for B’nai Brith, with the recent hiring of Ran Ukashi as the new
regional director of B’nai Brith in Manitoba, that organization now has a
young and dynamic spokesperson who is able to serve as an effective voice
in countering antiSemitism. As well, the national office of B’nai Brith,
which used to be run by a despotic figure by the name of Frank Dimant,
now has its head a very intelligent and much more youthful CEO in
Michael Mostyn. In years past I didn’t used to pay much attention to press
releases issued by B’nai Brith, but nowadays they’re well written and con-
sistently topical.

Contrast that with the other national organization that would purport to
speak on behalf of all Canadian Jewry, the Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs, which claims to be “the advocacy arm of the Jewish Federations of
Canada”. Sadly, CIJA’s presence in Winnipeg has been continually down-
scaled for years. 

In fact, CIJA’s representative in Winnipeg, Shelley Faintuch, who has
also been doubling as the community relations director for the Jewish
Federation, has seen her role as CIJA representative substantially reduced
in recent years. Shelley will be retiring at the end of this year; the commu-
nity will be losing a highly effective advocate on behalf of Israel and the
person who was, in effect, the intermediary between the Jewish communi-
ty and politicians or other important individuals who play an influential
role in policy making, especially as it affects Israel. 

As a result of the diminished roles  played by some organizations, it’s
been left to individuals taking upon themselves the responsibility to orga-
nize on behalf of Israel - as is the case with Winnipeg Friends of Israel
(often ably assisted by that wonderful  Christian organization, Bridges for
Peace), and the newly formed StandWithUs Canada. The Winnipeggers
behind Winnipeg Friends of Israel and StandWithUs are entirely volun-

teers. And, while Ran
Ukashi is a paid profes-
sional, by filling the
void left by the much
reduced role  of CIJA
in combatting
antiSemitism in
Manitoba, he is at least
providing the same
kind of spark that
Shelley Faintuch used
to be able to give when
she was given more
financial support by
CIJA and the Jewish
Federation.

I note, for instance,
that with the recent
controversy over the
intended appearance
here of virulent
antiSemite Paul
Fromm, when the Free
Press first reported on
Fromm’s coming here,
that paper reached out
to B’nai Brith’s Ran
Ukashi for reaction, not
the Jewish Federation.
Enough said.

Speaking of smaller
organizations that make
an impact, I don’t write

often enough about the
Jewish Radio Hour,
which has been kept
alive almost entirely
due to the efforts of Sid
Halpern. Aired every
Sunday at 1:00 pm on
Radio Station C K J S
(810 on the AM dial),
the Jewish Radio Hour
still has a loyal audi-
ence here. With rotating
hosts each week, but
with the consistent pres-
ence of Rochelle Zucker
hosting the Yiddish seg-
ment for half of the
show, this program provides a continuity between years past when radio
stations throughout the Jewish community were tuned to Noah Witman’s
Yiddish program every Sunday afternoon and the present.

One of the show’s frequent co-hosts, Regine Frankel, contacted us to let
us know about an upcoming program (November 26), which will air an
interview she conducted with the Chief Rabbi of Poland, Michael
Schudrich, when he was here recently. 

While I’m on the
topic of community
institutions that don’t
receive enough recog-
nition in this paper, we
were also notified of
another upcoming
event, this time one
associated with one of
the smaller synagogues
in this city, the Chevra
Mishnayes in Garden
City.

In an email that we
received, we were told
that “Our shul is hold-
ing an appreciation dinner on Nov. 24  to honour our President, Marshall
Kneller, and Treasurer, Murray Greenfield who have each served for
almost 2 decades. This dinner was proposed by a congregant of Chevra
Mishnayes as he saw that these two men truly are the glue that holds the
shul together and keeps it running. Currently, we have 75 people attending
this dinner; however we are hoping for more.” Even though by the time you
read this the dinner may be only a day or two away from happening, I am
told that tickets can still be purchased by calling 204-981-9670.

When it comes to supporting community institutions, anyone who has
been reading this column over the years would realize that I’ve made a
point of urging the Jewish Federation to use more imagination when it
comes to allocating funds for various institutions. By and large, the
Federation’s Budget and Allocations Committee relies upon whatever it’s
done in the past as a guide for what it does in the future. As a result, cer-
tain institutions have continued to receive very generous funding to the
point where they seem to be regarded as sacred cows.

As a result, other institutions that have been more responsive to the needs
of the community have not been receiving as much as one might well argue
they deserve. I have referred specifically to the tremendous success that
three institutions in particular: the Rady JCC, Camp Massad, and BB
Camp, have all had in attracting members of the newcomer community to
their programs. While the Rady JCC has a wide range of programs tailored
specifically to newcomers, its day camp program has been fabulously suc-
cessful in bringing the children of recent immigrants to Winnipeg into the
Jewish fold. 

So, too, have the sleep-over camps been successful at giving children
from families that have come here in recent years a strong sense of Jewish
identity. They deserve much more financial support than they have been
receiving. The Jewish Federation’s Budget and Allocations Committee
ought to be taking a much closer look at what’s been working in our com-
munity - and conversely, what hasn’t been working as well as it used to.

On a final note, my story about Rady JCC child care programs in this
issue showed how important it is to have top leadership at our institutions.
Gayle Waxman has established herself as one of the most progressive inno-
vators in this city when it comes to child care  - and the child care programs
under her administration are models for child care anywhere. What I didn’t
mention in the story is that the Rady JCC has, at times, been approached to
open up other child care centres in Winnipeg, but for various reasons, has
demurred  from doing so. It is to be hoped though that there will be even
further expansion of Rady JCC child care programs in the future.
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Rabbi Michael Schudrich, Chief Rabbi of
Poland (left), being interviewed by Regine
Frankel for the Jewish Radio Hour (to be
broadcast Nov. 26). Also present during the
interview was  Ran Ukashi of B’nai Brith.
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both being honoured for 20 years of service
to Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue on Nov. 24

Short takes
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On Israel, new NDP leader being faulted by some for not being anti-Israel enough
By MYRON LOVE

The outcome could have been worse. The new leader of Canada’s NDP
could have been Manitoba’s own Nikki Ashton, who received a grade of
A+ by the anti-Israel Independent Jewish Voices Canada/Canadians for
Justice and Peace in the Middle East survey of the NDP leadership candi-
dates prior to the leadership convention.

Ashton disavowed a front-page endorsement she’d received in the news-
paper Meswar Media, whose editor, Nazih Khatatba, is a Holocaust denier.
That endorsement though, was in itself  a testament to her anti-Israel views.
Ashton had previously attended a “Naqba Day” event mourning the found-
ing of Israel and ended up being photographed under posters depicting
Palestinian terrorists who have murdered Israeli civilians.

Nonetheless, the new NDP leader did earn an A- from CJPME and B
from IJV, finishing a close second to Ashton in the survey. He’s obviously
no friend of Israel – despite accepting a trip to Israel and the Palestinian ter-
ritories – sponsored by the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs – last
December along with six other members of the Ontario legislature.

As a member of the Ontario legislature, Singh had a singular record of
negativity when it comes to antiSemitism and Israel. Singh was the only
member of the Ontario legislature to speak out against a provincial vote to
condemn the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement. He further
criticized a CIJA-backed motion supporting the “Ottawa Protocol on
Combating Anti-Semitism” and rejecting “the differential treatment of

Israel, including the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement.”
For Israel haters though, no matter what his bona fides on the dark side,

the trip to Israel was a bit of a deal breaker. One such Israel hater, Montreal
author Yves Engler, suggested online that the “trip (to Israel) and meeting
(with Israelis) were most likely aimed at allaying particular concerns” that
pro-Israel Canadians might have about a potential NDP leader.

Engler, incidentally, was described in a recent report as Canada’s answer
to Noam Chomsky. Enough said.

So let’s take a look at some of Singh’s responses to the survey sent to him
by Independent Jewish Voices/Canadians for Justice and Peace.

Asked about mandatory labeling of “settlement” products or banning
said products from Canada outright (as the Green Party proposed), Singh
responded that he “would support mandatory labelling of products origi-
nating from Israel’s “colonies”, and excluding these products from the ben-
efits of CIFTA. I am open to considering a ban,” he added. 

He also wrote that he would consider supporting targeted sanctions
against Israel.

While he wrote that he is firmly opposed to antiSemitism, he fails to see
the connection between spurious smears against the Jewish state of Israel
and antiSemitism – a connection that has been clearly identified over the
past few months by the new president of France and the government of the
United Kingdom.

He claims to “stand for Palestinians’ right to freely determine their polit-
ical status and freely pursue their economic, social and cultural develop-
ment” without understanding (despite his visit to the region) that the
Palestinians’ lack of freedom has nothing to do with Israel (the 20% of
Israelis who are Arab Muslims and Christians enjoy all the freedoms of any
Western world democracy) and everything to do with the Palestinian dicta-
torships in which they live. 

While there is more, these for me are among the highlights. For a politi-
cian to even participate in such a survey would indicate that said politician
is no friend of Israel or the Jewish people. 

Thankfully, despite his youthfulness and swell sense of style (as some of
the media noted), the chances of him ever moving into the Prime Minister’s
residence are no better than mine. 

Why some religious Israelis are saying women are weakening the army

Corrections
In the article about Dr. Lorne Golub in the Nov. 8 issue we incorrectly

gave the wrong first name for  Dr. Arnold Kapitz. We also referred to Dr.
Allan Finkleman by the wrong first name.

Thank you from Temple Shalom
Dear Bernie:

Just a short note to say how much we at Temple Shalom appreciate your
coverage of our newly launched Capital Campaign. Our advertisements
and the articles in the Jewish Post & News have definitely helped us gar-
ner donations not only from our congregants, but also from others in the
broader community. It’s a testament to those with a vision for the future,
and also to the fact that people do look to your paper for important news
about the Jewish community. Thanks and keep up the good work!
Linda Freed, President
Temple Shalom

LETTERS

JERUSALEM (JTA) –
A group of leading
Orthodox rabbis met with
the Israeli army’s chief of
staff to complain.

According to Israel’s
Arutz Sheva news web-
site, the rabbis told Gadi
Eisenkot on Tuesday that

the growing ranks of female combat soldiers in the
Israel Defense Forces are creating an immodest envi-
ronment. They demanded changes to accommodate
observant male soldiers.

The meeting was the latest expression of discontent by Israeli tradition-
alists with the military’s push in recent years to integrate women into com-
bat units. They have decried what they see as the imposition of a progres-
sive social agenda – not only on religious grounds but, in a new tactic, say-
ing it undermines the army’s effectiveness.

Under Eisenkot, who became chief of staff nearly three years ago, the
army has filled a growing number of combat positions with women. In
March, the IDF introduced the fourth predominately female infantry
brigade and let women serve in tanks for the first time. This year, the army
said it expects the number of female “fighters” to reach 2,500. That’s more
than four times the number just prior to Eisenkot’s arrival, and a jump to 7
percent of all combat soldiers from 3 percent.

Some religious and conservative Israelis have alleged that the changes
are creating a dangerously sexualized atmosphere, with men and women
training, eating, sleeping, showering and going to the bathroom in close
quarters. Former high-ranking military figures are among the critics.

Last November, ex-military chief rabbi Brig. Gen. (res.) Yisrael Weiss
warned that after a man and a woman served nine months together in a
tank, “a little tank soldier would be born.” The same week, Col. (res.)
Yonatan Branski, claimed that whenever members of a mixed-gender unit
report for duty, “all the birth control sells out at the base canteen.”

Branski, an Orthodox researcher at the Jerusalem Institute for Strategic
Studies, a new conservative security think tank, told JTA that sex is a dis-

traction in many areas of the army where men
and women serve together. However, he said,
it is much a bigger problem in combat units
because fighters serve together under unusual-
ly intimate conditions and cannot afford to be
distracted.

“Did you ever hear of a mixed-gender pro-
fessional basketball team?” he said. “The
answer is no, and that’s because they want to
win.”

Serving alongside women is even more
problematic for religious soldiers, who must constantly ensure that they do
not violate Jewish legal prohibitions on interactions with women, said
Branski, who was the first commander of the army’s haredi Orthodox bat-
talion. Ultimately, he predicted, the army would have to choose what is
more important to it: the combat service of women or religious men.

“At a certain point it becomes too intimate for an Orthodox soldier to
serve at all,” he said. “What does the army prefer, giving up thousands of
highly motivated young religious men or some highly motivated women?”

A report by the IDF ombudsman published in May cited a number of
problems integrating women into combat units, including a lack of show-
ers that sometimes forced women to use the same facilities as men. But
Eden Liberman, a 23-year-old commander of Israel’s first mixed-gender
infantry brigade, called Caracal, said her soldiers, including the religious
men and women, have moved past traditional gender roles and come to see
each other as comrades in arms.

“When there is some sort of security threat, it doesn’t matter whether it
is a man or a woman. They’ve all learned to trust each other and to respond
accordingly,” Liberman told JTA. “All kinds of stigmas are erased, and
bonds are created between boys and girls that are different than those you
see anywhere else.”

Critics have also alleged that the army has lowered its combat fitness
standards to accommodate female soldiers and protect them from injury.
They have pointed to lower requirements for women to qualify as officers
and the switch to lighter guns and ammunition loads for mixed-gender
infantry brigades.

ANDREW TOBIN

By

Continued on page 8. See “Women in army”.
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Myron Love

Pollock & Company boasts three generations of 
Pollock family engaging in practice of law 

Harvey
I. Pollock
QC has
seen more
than his
share of
tragedy in
his life –
both per-
s o n a l l y

and through the practice of law. But
the founder of Pollock & Company
says that he derives a great deal of
satisfaction from practicing law in
being able to help  deliver a satis-
factory result for his clients.

“To be able to make a client feel
better is rewarding,” he says.

After 60 years in practice,
Pollock is still enthusiastic about-
coming to work every day – a joy
that has even been enhanced these past few years by having not only his
son, Martin, but also his grandsons, Ethan Pollock and Noah Globerman,
practicing alongside him.

“It gives me great pleasure to be working with my son and grandsons,”
he says. “I hope that they are able to derive as much pleasure and satisfac-
tion from the practice of law as I have.”

Martin Pollock has been practicing law with his father since 1985.
“Martin was a student at Dalhousie Law School,” says his proud father,

“and he is an excellent lawyer.”
Noah Globerman joined the family firm in 2012. “I always knew that

Noah would join our firm one day,” Harvey says. “He and I work closely
together. His area of preference is civil litigation involving estate disputes
and medical malpractice.”

Ethan came on board in June  2017. His interest is in practicing criminal
law, his zaida reports.

Harvey was born the fourth child of Sam and Sluva Pollock, who came
from Russia to join family in Winnipeg in 1927. Harvey recalls that when
he was called to the Bar in 1958, the practice of law was much different
than it is today. 

“Back then,” he recalls, “judges knew you. Relationships were built on
integrity and respect. Your word counted. I enjoyed a healthy relationship
with the court.”

He remembers his first murder case – which ended in rather dramatic
fashion. “The Crown’s chief witness confessed to the murder under cross-
examination,” he recounts.

For the first couple of years, Pollock received a lot of work from the
Children’s Aid Society of Winnipeg. In 1960, he went to work for Hart
Green, QC.

“After a year, I realized that I wasn’t happy doing commercial work,” he
says. “And I wanted to be on my own. I went into the Childs Building (which
used to be on the corner of Portage and Main) to look for office space to rent.
In the elevator, I ran into Montague Israels, QC. He knew me because I was
a friend of his daughter, Hester (Kroft). He offered me a desk in his office
and told me that I could pay rent once I started making a little money.”

At the time, Pollock was married with two young children at home. 
“For two years, Mr. Israels was my mentor,” Pollock says. “I had a won-

derful time and learned a lot from him about how to be a lawyer.”
Shortly after moving into his own office, he received a phone call from

the secretary at the Law Society of Manitoba who was calling to ask
Harvey if he would consider driving out to Portage La Prairie to help out

Izzy Greenberg, QC, a
lawyer in Portage who
needed to take a leave
for health reasons.

“I met with Izzy and
agreed to go to
Portage a couple of
days a week to help,”
Pollock says. “After
he got better, he asked
me to help him out for
a few more months.
He handled a great
variety of cases and I
learned a lot. Izzy
continued to act as
counsel for the
Greenberg firm until
1982.”

During this time, Harvey
forged a strong relationship with the Aboriginal community of Manitoba.
He was appointed honorary chief of all the bands in 1971.

He was appointed a Queen’s Counsel in 1970.
For the first part of his career, Pollock took on a large number of murder

cases. He stopped doing murder cases in 1992 after his son, Nathan, was
killed by a drunk driver.

Pollock notes that he has had several illustrious lawyers among the many
who have articled with him. They include Jack London, OC, QC, who later
became Dean of the Faculty of Law, as well as   Marvin Garfinkel, Arnold
Conner, Brenda Keyser and Robert Doyle - all of whom were later appoint-
ed to the Bench.

Harvey Pollock will soon be heading south - to  Palm Springs, for the
winter, as has been his custom in recent year, secure in the knowledge that
his clients remain in good hands while he is gone. He notes that he does
keep in regular contact with the office while he is away.

This year, he is also hoping to use his time away to complete his autobi-
ography celebrating 60 years in law. 

“There were 43 students in my graduating class,” he says. “I am the only
one from that class still practicing law.”

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

NOAH GLOBERMAN(l-r): HARVEY POLLOCK, grandson ETHAN POLLOCK,
and son  MARTIN POLLOCK
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Harry Warren/Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Leyb Naydus (1890-1918) is a forgotten Yiddish poet. Born

in Lithuania, Naydus was an advocate for liberating Jews
from their traditional life style and educating them in the spir-
it of European aestheticism, free love, and values. Jordan D.
Finkin’s new book “Exile as Home: The Cosmopolitan
Poetics of Leyb Naydus” is the only critical study of this
important poet available in English. This book is an important
contribution to the study of modern Yiddish poetry. 

Harold and Harry part 3
Our wedding date was set for

January 15th. 1949, in Montreal
and Harold was invited to attend.
The best man at my wedding was
my older brother, William (Val),
and it was held on his birthday.
William and I had shared the same
bedroom for 18 years, and he was
my mentor. If he had demurred,

Harold would have been my second choice. On our 60th wed-
ding anniversary, Harold was asked to verify this fact.

A year after we were married I persuaded Nora that
Winnipeg would be a better place to raise a family. We left for
Winnipeg in May of 1950, in time for the worst flood
Winnipeg had experienced in 50 years! Harold returned to
Winnipeg at a later date.

Subsequently, Harold met the love of his life, Laura
Newhouse, in Winnipeg and they were married on September
8th. 1953. We attended their wedding; our wives got along
very well and we double dated often. Harold had acquired a
manufacturing business in Winnipeg called JR Wire and he
proceeded to build a very successful future for his family of
Laura and their daughters, Joy, Sally and Rebecca. Rebecca
graduated in mechanical engineering and joined her dad in the
manufacturing business for a short period of years. Joy pur-
sued a career in dentistry, ultimately receiving her Phd. She
was engaged in dental research and gained an international
reputation as a speaker in that area.. Sally graduated from the
Ryerson Institute in Toronto and pursued a career in clothing
design.

Nora and I had two sons: Paul and Martin. Paul graduated
in commerce and law and ultimately moved to Calgary, where
he became successful in the sale of pre-owned cars. His
younger brother Martin graduated  dentistry at the University
of Manitoba and followed Paul to Calgary where he estab-
lished a dental practice. Martin subsequently purchased sev-
eral dental practices in Edmonton. Through the years our-
rchildren were friendly with Harold and Laura’s children.

In December of 1993 Harry and Nora purchased a winter
home  in Sun City West, Arizona, a small retirement city
about 45 miles northwest of Phoenix. They were really enthu-
siastic about their new winter home and conveyed this to
Laura and me. As a result we also bought a home in Sun City
West a year later. This was a city of active retirees, age 55 and
older, with over 100 different clubs! Harold and I shared
many common interests We both enjoyed participating in
photography and writing at the Rio Institute of Senior
Education. Harold also became interested in the Metals Club,
there and produced some very fine metal furniture for their
winter home.

In November 2006 Nora and I  lost our older son Paul, in
Calgary, as a result of complications from Type One Diabetes.
In March  2008 I had a colon operation in Winnipeg and
miraculously survived thanks to my surgeon Dr. Clifford
Yaffe.

In October, 2010 Laura informed Nora that Harold had been
diagnosed with leukemia, and was being treated with blood
transfusions. Cancer Care Manitoba did everything they
could do to save him, but tragically he passed away on
Thursday, October, 21st, 2010.

Wewill miss him. He was the consummate engineer. When
he faced a problem his philosophy was:

“The difficult we can do right away, the impossible will
take a little longer.”

Harold Richman and I attended courses together: anthro-
pology at the University of Manitoba; at the Manitoba
Naturalist Society; and at the aforementioned  Rio Institute of
Senior Education. He was generous to many worthy causes
and always ready to help out when he was needed.

By

HARRY WARREN
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Israel news

Some have concluded that the
army is under the sway of left-wing
organizations. Last November, Maj.

Gen. (res.) Yiftah Ron-Tal, went so far as to accuse such groups of seek-
ing “to weaken the capabilities of our military,” though he later retracted
the comment.

The army has acknowledged making adjustments to bring women into
combat units. In response to the ombudsman report’s finding that female
soldiers were injured at a high rate early in their training, it pledged to
make more. But the army has said the moves are ultimately in service of
operational needs. The mixed-gender brigades have largely taken over
guarding the Egyptian and Jordanian borders, allowing more heavily
armed units to focus on more urgent security needs.

An intelligence officer for the Caracal battalion, who spoke to JTA on
condition of anonymity, said the army’s integration of women was moti-
vated initially by changing social values. However, she said, the army
quickly saw strategic benefits as well.

“The IDF is not just about security issues. It is also a social institution,
and there was a lot of demand to integrate women,” she said. ”But once
girls were allowed to join these units, we saw it was a huge success. The
public pressure proved itself.”

She said under the right conditions, women can contribute just as much
as men to combat units.

“As a former fighter, I can tell you that girls can do all the same things
as boys and even better,” the intelligence officer said.

Despite the criticism, the army appears dedicated to testing that propo-
sition. On Sunday, the Air Force appointed its first female deputy com-
mander of a fighter jet squadron and two other women to deputy com-
manders positions in drone squadrons. And the following day, the army
announced 14 new appointments of women for colonels and brigadier
generals throughout the military, including to head the Home Front
Command’s Planning and Doctrine Department.

Arutz Sheva, which is a religious Zionist newspaper, reported that
Eisenkot told the rabbis in their meeting Tuesday that it may be possible
to eventually tweak the way men and women serve together for the ben-
efit of religious male soldiers. However, the newspaper added that the
army chief did not deliver the same message to a women’s group that
came to meet with him later in the day.

Israel’s army chief gave an interview to a Saudi 
news outlet. That’s never happened before.

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Israeli army’s chief of staff gave the first
interview by someone in his post to a Saudi news outlet.

Gadi Eisenkot told the Elaph news website Thursday that Israel is ready
to share intelligence with Saudi Arabia as part of a joint effort to curb
Iranian influence in the region. The interview was his first with an Arabic
media outlet.

Israel and Saudi Arabia do not have diplomatic ties. Elaph is Saudi
owned but based in London.

In the interview, Eisenkot called Iran “the biggest threat to the region”
and said Saudi Arabia was in “complete agreement.” He accused Iran of
trying to destabilize the Middle East by building weapons factories and
supplying advanced weapons to militant and terrorist groups.

“Iran seeks to take control of the Middle East, creating a Shiite crescent
from Lebanon to Iran and then from the [Persian] Gulf to the Red Sea,”
he said. “We must prevent this from happening.”

Eisenkot made clear that Israel has no interest in playing into what he
said were attempts by Iran to push the Jewish state toward war with its
Lebanese proxy Hezbollah.

“We see Iranian attempts at bringing about an escalation, but I don’t see
a high chance for this at the moment,” he said.

However, Eisenkot warned that local flare-ups could “lead to a broad
strategic conflict.”

Eisenkot said he welcomed President Donald Trump’s stated commit-
ment to confronting Iran over its ballistic missile program and deepening
presence in Syria and Iraq. He characterized it as a chance to form a
regional alliance against Iran, and said Israel would be willing to share
intelligence as part of the effort.

“With President Trump. there is an opportunity to build a new interna-
tional coalition in the region. We need to carry out a large and inclusive
strategic plan to stop the Iranian danger,” he said. “We are willing to
exchange information with moderate Arab countries, including intelli-
gence information, in order to deal with Iran.”

Asked whether Israel has shared “information” with the Saudis recent-
ly, Eisenkot responded, “We are prepared to share information if it is nec-
essary. There are many mutual interests.”

The Elaph news site has interviewed a number of senior Israeli defense
officials in the past, including the coordinator of government activities in
the territories and the IDF spokesperson.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has boasted about growing coop-
eration between Israel and Arab nations it does not have diplomatic rela-
tions with, especially regarding Iran.

Temple Shalom – Reaching Out Reaching Up
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Women in army
(Continued from page 5.)

We have exciting news to share with our community! Temple Shalom
launched a Capital Campaign on November 5th with a wonderful event; and
we have raised more than $240,000!  We are proud that our endowment fund
at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba is nearing $100,000.  We are encour-
aged by donations from our board, staff and members, and by donations from
people outside our congregation. These recognize Temple Shalom’s contri-
bution to the depth and breadth of the Winnipeg Jewish community.

We thank the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba for its important donation;
we are grateful for its support early in our journey. We are grateful to the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg for its great work and for its ongoing finan-
cial support of Temple Shalom’s Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning. We
are extremely grateful to the Asper Foundation for a generous donation. 

Reform congregations have a great love for music, and sing their prayers
with oft-changing melodies. Temple Shalom’s Friday Night Live services,
led by Cantor Len Udow and the FNL band, have been an inspiration for over
15 years.  We have a glorious history of music and prayerful song at Temple
Shalom - it’s very special for our regular Shabbat attendees.  Come see us for
Shabbat!

Our legacy continues to grow as we prepare for the future. Changing times
spur us to examine what we do at the Temple and we invite you to join us in
the conversation about keeping Judaism alive in our city. Now is the time, as
we embark on this once-in-a-lifetime campaign of Reaching Out and
Reaching Up, to ensure the future of Temple Shalom.
Schedule:
Friday, Nov. 24 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Justin Lewis & Jane Enkin
Saturday, Nov. 25 7:30pm Movie Night: “One Week & A Day” (Shavuah 

v’Yom) facilitated by Anita Moeller
Friday, Dec. 1 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Sherry Wolfe Elazar 

with Cantor Len Udow
Friday, Dec. 8 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service led by Linda Freed 

with Cantor Len Udow and the FNL Band
Saturday, Dec. 9 7:30pm  Special Movie Presentation “Ida’s Secrets” and 

Q & A with Shep Shell.  Refreshments.
Friday, Dec. 15 5:30pm Children’s Shabbat Service 

with Rabbi Bill Tepper
6:15pm Latkes & potluck supper; Irma Penn School 

Hanukkah presentation, & lighting of Hanukkiyot
7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Tepper with 

Cantor Len Udow
Saturday, Dec. 16 10:30am  Torah study with Rabbi Tepper

7:30pm Havdalah & Adult Hanukkah party: - “Eight 
Nights of Tikkun Olam” project with Rabbi 
Tepper, and of course, scrumptious food.
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Community news

Next meeting of book club to discuss: 
The story of the Egyptian spy who turned out to be Israel’s greatest agent

The Angel - The Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel
By Uri Bar Joseph
Harper
384 pages
Published August 2016
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

I hadn’t heard of Ashraf Marwan before I read this
book. If you haven’t heard of him either, there’s good rea-
son for that: He was undoubtedly the most important spy
Israel has ever had, but for years neither Israeli authori-
ties – who were aware of his identity, nor Egyptian
authorities, who were also undoubtedly aware of what
Marwan had done, wanted to reveal anything about him.

In fact, as it turns out, it was as a result of the embar-
rassment felt by a former head of Israeli Military intelli-
gence, someone by the name of Eli Zeira, who rejected
the intelligence that was being given by Marwan for quite some time that
Egypt was going to attack Israel in 1973, that Marwan’s name first emerged
– in the Israeli press.

“The Angel” – as the Mossad, for whom he worked as an agent for years,
referred to Marwan, was an incredibly complex individual who, to his
dying day in 2007, never explained why he decided to become Israel’s most
important spy in the history of the state. 

In this fascinating book, written by a former senior official in Israeli
Military Intelligence, we learn the intricate path that Marwan followed in
keeping the Mossad abreast, not only of Egyptian military preparations, but
what the thinking was at the very highest levels of Egyptian policy makers,
including Anwar Sadat.

Who was Ashraf Marwan? He was born to a well-respected upper-mid-
dle class family in Egypt in 1944. His grandfather was chief of the Sharia
courts, while his father rose to become a general in the Republican Guard.
Marwan’s ascension up the hierarchy of Egyptian officialdom was solidi-
fied when he married one of the daughters of the then-Egyptian president,
Gamel Abdul Nasser. Although Nasser was not all that keen on the mar-
riage, Marwan was clever enough to be able to insinuate himself into what
amounted to Egyptian royalty. 

In this book, the author tells the story of Marwan’s life in exquisite detail.
Bar Joseph had access to some of the key figures in Israel’s intelligence
community and, although the Mossad’s most closely guarded secret docu-
ments that would fortify Bar Joseph’s assumptions remain sealed, he builds
a convincing case that the intelligence supplied by Marwan saved Israel
from complete military disaster during the early days of the Yom Kippur
War.

How Marwan came to be the Mossad’s most important asset of all time
is a fascinating story. Unlike other agents who spied for Israel, Marwan was
not lured into working for the Mossad. Instead, he was the one who
approached the Mossad and offered his services! There were so many
strokes of luck surrounding the story how the Mossad came to rely upon
Marwan, and how close the agency came to missing out on him complete-
ly if one phone call hadn’t been properly channeled by a very conscientious
employee of the Israeli embassy in London, that it is quite possible Marwan
would have never bothered to do what he did. 

But, Bar Joseph wonders throughout, why did Marwan choose to place
his life on the line and become an absolutely vital conduit of information
to the Israelis? He was already a wealthy man when he first made contact
with the Mossad in 1969, having used his connections in Egypt to start
building what would become an immensely rich business empire. While
the Mossad did end up paying Marwan handsomely, apparently he never
asked anyone for money. The heads of the Mossad – and the top leadership
of the Israeli government, especially Golda Meir, realized that in Marwan
they had a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to keep abreast of every move
that Egyptian military and political planners were making, so they made
sure that Marwan was well compensated for his efforts.

Bar Joseph offers other plausible reasons for Marwan’s volunteering to
spy for Israel, including the excitement that what he was engaged in gave
him. At the same time – and this is quite complicated to understand,
Marwan still regarded himself as an Egyptian patriot. In order to fathom
that notion, one must realize that Sadat’s plan to launch a surprise attack
against Israel was never predicated on the idea that Egypt would win back
the entire Sinai peninsula, which had fallen to Israel during the Six-Day
War of 1967. Instead Sadat wanted to order a limited operation, which
would drive the Israelis off the eastern side of the Suez Canal and lead to a
peace agreement between Egypt and Israel.

The fact that Israel was not prepared for the Egyptian strike across the
canal on October 6, 1973, as it is fully explained in The Angel, was not as
a result of a failure to obtain proper intelligence, it was precisely because
the most vital intelligence was ignored that Israel suffered such heavy loss-
es during the first days of the war.

In laying the blame for that failure to properly interpret the intelligence
that was being fed by Marwan, and which was also corroborated by other
intelligence available to the top leaders of both the IDF and the Israeli gov-

ernment, Bar Joseph points specifically to the head of
Israeli Military Intelligence, Eli Zeira, also to a slightly
lesser extent, Moshe Dayan, who was Israel’s defense
minister at the time.

As Bar Joseph explains it, the dominating concept or
“kontzeptzia” within Israeli military strategists prior to
the Yom Kippur War was that Egypt would not attack
Israel unless it had the necessary armaments from the
Soviet Union, especially long-range Scud missiles. In
fact, some months before October 6, 1973, Sadat had
ordered all Soviet military advisers (and their families)
out of Egypt. For Eli Zeira and other like-minded Israeli
military planners, this was proof that Egypt was not at
all ready to launch an attack on Israel. At the same time
though, Marwan was warning his handlers in the
Mossad that, rather than Sadat abandoning any notion

of attacking Israel he was, in fact, preparing just the opposite.
So, one might ask, considering how much Israel was caught by surprise

on October 6, 1973, were Marwan’s warnings all for naught? Not at all for,
as Bar Joseph explains in great detail, it was Marwan’s warning on October
5 that “war will start tomorrow” that did give Israel enough time to soften
the blow dealt by the coordinated Egyptian-Syrian attack the next day that
prevented Israel from suffering a complete military collapse. In fact, it was
Marwan’s repeated warnings that Syria would attempt to take back the
Golan Heights when an attack would be launched that allowed the IDF to
send enough units to that area in time to prevent a catastrophic defeat.

What the inability of Israeli military intelligence and individuals such as
Dayan to properly heed the warnings that were being given to them led to,
however, was the refusal to call up the reserves in time. Bar Joseph pro-
vides a strong case in defense of Marwan, who was later accused by Zeira
of giving the warning too late, that Marwan was himself only made aware
on October 5 of the actual date the attack would be launched.

While the first two-thirds of the book are taken up with the story how
Marwan came to be Israel’s Continued on page 20. See “The Angel”.

ASHRAF MARWAN



By HOLLY HARRIS 
The Jewish Federation of

Winnipeg’s 2017
Combined Jewish Appeal
(CJA) Campaign is now in
full swing. The Young
Adult Division (YAD),
comprised of members
aged 25-45, raises funds for
that demographic by pro-
gramming a variety of edu-
cational, leadership, volun-
teer and social activities
throughout the year. Last
year’s YAD campaign
raised $295,998, and
engaged 55 new young
adult donors, including Ben
Gurion Society (BGS) gifts
of $1,000 or more. 

We asked this year’s YAD leaders what led to their becoming involved in
the CJA:

Lindsey Leipsic: YAD Co-Chair:
JP&N: What is the importance of being a young woman leader in the

Jewish Community?
LL: I can only hope that I am a positive example for others, and espe-

cially students, teenagers and young adults. As the Guidance/Career
Counsellor at Gray Academy of Jewish Education, I hope to instill that giv-
ing back to our community is the least we can do to say thank you. I hope
to educate menchsen that understand the value of giving to the JFW. 

JP&N: How do you hope to see YAD continue to grow? 
LL: I just attended the General Assembly in L.A. and felt proud to say I

was from Winnipeg. Our community is known for giving back, and not just
with our money, but also as volunteers. I hope this spirit of generosity will
continue into the future and that my generation will continue to support our
beneficiary agencies.

JP&N: What has the JFW done to positively affect your family?
LL: The Federation sent my brother, Dusty Leipsic, on a special

Birthright trip last February. Dusty was able to go to Israel with a smaller
group of Jewish individuals like him, where he was supported and felt com-
fortable. This was an experience of a lifetime not only for him but for my
family as well. It is because of the JFW that my brother experienced his
own Israel; a dream that became his reality only a year ago. 

See video: https://vimeo.com/161042634
Password: bricie

Jason Gisser, YAD Co-Chair:
JP&N: As a young leader in the Jewish community, why do you think it’s

important be involved at your age?

JG: It’s very important to me that the Jewish communi-
ty continues to grow and thrive so that it can provide the
same opportunities to others that it has given to me. It’s
very important for young people to become actively

involved in their communities right now, so that they can be ready to lead
when our generation is expected to be at the forefront. 

JP&N: What would you recommend to others who look to get involved in
the community?

JG:  I would first recommend finding an element of our community that
interests you. I would then recommend joining one of the boards and com-
mittees under the JFW, or one of its local partner agencies, which address-
es that area. This will allow you to meet and network with community vol-
unteers and staff who can teach you about the many structures and institu-
tions in our Jewish community.

David & Sarah Carr: BGS Co-Chairs: 
JP&N: What does being involved in the community mean to you as a

young couple?
D&SC: Being involved means support and building a network of fami-

lies to grow with as our family grows. 
JP&N: Why is it important to be connected to the JFW as you take a new

step in your lives and start a family?
D&SC: Jewish culture and community are important values to us and we

want to share that with our kids. 

Jared & Leanne Akman: BGS Co-Chairs: 
JP&N: Why is it important to be involved in the community as a couple?
J & LA: It allows us to grow together and with others we are surrounded

by. It also allows us to be an example for those in our community and pro-
vide continued support to our beneficiary agencies that need it the most. 

David Carr & Jared Akman: BGS Co-Chairs:
JP&N: What would you recom-

mend for those who are not yet at a
BGS level?

DC & JA: If you have an interest
in becoming a BGS member,
please get in touch with us. We are
also willing to work with individu-
als in implementing a plan to
achieve BGS status over a number
of years, and have many “Step up
to BGS” programs that can be indi-
vidually tailored to the unique
needs of our members. 

JP&N: What are the benefits to
donating at a BGS level?

DC & JA: The benefits for those
donating at a BGS level is to feel
empowered by reaching this mile-
stone gift and receive the deserved
recognition by our community-at-
large. The benefits also include
being invited to exclusive events,
networking, and mentorship oppor-
tunities, and perhaps most impor-
tant of all, form a group of exem-
plary members in our community
to inspire others.

The 2017 CJA Campaign needs
more support from Winnipeg’s
Jewish Community members aged
25-45 today, to ensure a better col-
lective future tomorrow. To learn
more, please contact us at
wp@jewishwinnipeg.org
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Young Adult Division co-chairs 
JASON GISSER and LINDSEY LEIPSIC.

Ben Gurion Society co-chairs (l-r): SARAH CARR,
DAVID CARR, LEANNE AKMAN, JARED AKMAN

2017 Combined Jewish Appeal Young Adult Division (YAD)



CJNU (93.7 FM) to broadcast from Simkin Centre this January
Submitted by MARILYN REGIEC

For the entire month of January 2018, CJNU
community non-profit nostalgia radio. will partner
with the Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre as a
broadcast studio will be set up on site in the atrium. 

This exciting program will provide residents,
staff and family with the perfect opportunity to
experience live radio and hear the music of their
lives! CJNU 93.7 FM takes you back in time
with music from the 50s, 60s and 70s . Enjoy
big band, jazz and more!

Marilyn Regiec, board member at the Simkin
Centre and her husband Alex have been associat-
ed with CJNU 93.7 FM for over two years. They
joined the dozens of other dedicated volunteers
who keep the station vibrant and a wonderful
service to the community, via technical exper-
tise, public relations or direct broadcasting. 

CJNU promotes organizations like the Simkin

Centre, Riverview, Deer Lodge, and many
others by broadcasting information to educate
about our respective missions and goals. 

Broadcast studios rotate around the commu-
nity so the public can be involved. 

The Winnipeg Foundation is a generous sup-
porter of CJNU and provides it with its head
broadcast office, located on the 13th floor of
the Richardson Building 

Thanks to the generous support of an anony-
mous donor, Simkin Centre is able to be the January 2018 sponsor!

Be sure to listen on your radio at 93.7 FM, the Internet live streaming or
on channel 725 MTS TV and learn more about the exemplary care and
lifestyle at Simkin Centre. 

Live interviews with staff, family and residents will be broadcast
throughout the month
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New exhibit on Green Blankstein
Russel architects to open at Campus
Known for their designs for Winnipeg’s City Hall (1964) and the

Winnipeg International Airport (1964), Green Blankstein Russell
(GBR) and Associates opened in 1932. The firm was a key influencer
of Winnipeg’s landscape and pioneered the inclusion of women and
minority groups in architectural practice. Their work – illustrated
through the compilation of more than 300 images and archival docu-
ments – will be honoured with the launch of “Green Blankstein Russell
and Associates: An Architectural Legacy”, book and exhibit written
and curated by Jeffrey Thorsteinson and Brennan Smith. 

Easton Lexier, a structural engineer, worked at GBR for more than
fifty years. Lexier, who wrote the foreword to the book, will join alum-
ni from all over Canada in Winnipeg to honour the book’s launch.

“GBR, in no small measure, encouraged and fostered the talent and
diverse staff that created the architectural record that is explored in the
following pages,” writes Lexier.

The book, commissioned by the Winnipeg Architecture Foundation,
aims to educate the public about the innovative minds at work at GBR,
who helped shape the architecture and industry of design in Winnipeg.
The accompanying free public exhibit, offered in partnership with the
Jewish Heritage Centre will run until February 15th at the Asper
Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster Street. 

“The firm was a kind of engine: an institution through which many
of Canada’s notable architects, designers, and engineers came through
on their paths to prominence,” says Thorsteinson. “In this respect, too,
the office was pioneering, deliberately functioning as one of the first
offices to bring women and individuals belonging to minority groups
into architectural practice.”

About Green Blankstein Russell and Associates: An
Architectural Legacy

Winnipeg-based architecture firm Green Blankstein Russell and
Associates (GBR) opened in the slow years of the Great Depression.
Founding partners were Cecil Blankstein and Lawrence Green, joined
soon after by Leslie Russell and Ralph Hamm. From this inauspicious
starting point the firm would grow to become, by the 1950s and 60s, a
major player on the Canadian architectural scene: the largest architec-
tural office between Ontario and British Columbia, with seven offices
in four provinces.

GBR was a hub for partnership and training, and was a pioneering
force in its inclusion of women and members of Canada’s diverse cul-
tural communities within the field of design. Covering a wide range of
individual buildings and practitioners, this book explores the signifi-
cant mark GBR made on its hometown and across the country, as well
as the firm’s role as a leader in the growth of Modernist architecture in
Canada.

About Winnipeg Architecture Foundation
The Winnipeg Architecture Foundation is a non-profit, registered

charitable organization dedicated to advancing the awareness and
appreciation of Winnipeg’s built environment through public educa-
tion. For more information about the buildings, landscapes and their
architects, visit www.winnipegarchitecture.ca. 

About the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
The Jewish Heritage Centre is a non-profit charitable organization

committed to the preservation and promotion of the history and culture
of western Canadian Jewry with an emphasis on Manitoba. Through
the Freeman Family Foundation Holocaust Education Centre the
Heritage Centre plays a pivotal role in Holocaust and human rights
awareness and advocacy. For more information, visit www.jhcwc.org.

The station is manned 
completely by volunteers.

Marilyn Regiec in the CJNU
head broadcast office
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BARBRA SUCHAROV
March 26,  1945 - October 23, 2017

Suddenly on October 23,
2017, Barbra passed away
at home. She leaves to
mourn, her huband Bernie,
son Stevan and
daughterAngie McGuirk
(Richard). Two grandchil-
dren, Keldon and Hailey
McGuirk, many nieces and
nephews.

She was predeceased by
her mother and father
Ottilie and Wilhem Barth,

her brother Karl-Heinz Barth in Germany. Graveside
service was held on October 25, 2017 at Rosh Pina
Memorial Park on October 25, 2017, officiated by
Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves.

Thanks to those who were very helpful to the family
at this trying time.

SANDRA (SHNOVSKY) PECKER
Feb. 29/1944-2017

It is with deep sadness that we share with you the
passing of Sandra (Shnovsky) Pecker (of Longwood,
Florida on Oct 24/2017 at the age of 73. She will be
deeply missed by her husband Michael and her two
sons Joel and Neil and nephew Jason. She is survived
by sisters Sheila (Norman) Schwartzman of Winnipeg,
and Pearl (Jerome) Kazdan of Toronto and prede-
ceased by her loving mother Jeanette (Shnovsky)
Shwartz. Sandra was fun loving, kind, generous. She
was a wonderful wife, mother, sister and a true friend.
She will be remembered for her generosity, kindness,
zest for life and her contagious laughter. Graveside
services were held on Oct 26/2017 in Casselberry,
Florida.

Donations may be made to the charity of your choice.

FERNE RUBIN
It is with heavy hearts

and deepest sadness that
the family of Ferne Rubin
announces her passing on
October 17/17. Ferne
passed away peacefully at
home with her family at
her side after a brief battle
with cancer.

She leaves behind the
love of her life Charles, her
husband of 53 years, along

with her sons Brent (Jen), Stephen (Clare), grandchil-
dren Danielle (Bode) and Samuel, brother-in-law Jerry
(Wendy), and numerous nieces and nephews.

She was predeceased by her parents Abe and Lily
Vinsky, her brother Duddy, sister Aileen, mother-in-
law Lucy, and father-in-law Sam.

Ferne was born January 10, 1945 in Winnipeg. She
met Charles as a teenager at the YMHA and it was love
at first sight. Despite a long struggle with multiple
sclerosis Ferne never let it get in her way. She will be
remembered for her love of her family, her two birds,
shopping, decorating, organizing, and her never end-
ing optimism.

The family would like to thank Ferne’s long-time
caregivers Connie and Olive for their care and compas-
sion.

Funeral services were held Friday, October 20/17 at
Etz-Chayme Synagogue with interment at B’nai
Abraham Cemetery.

DR. W. C. (FRED) WEINSTEIN, DMD
1939 - 2017

It is with profound sad-
ness that we announce the
sudden passing of Fred
Weinstein on October 15,
2017 at the age of 78.

He will be deeply missed
but forever remembered by
his wife Heather (nee
MacKay), children
Roxanne, Matthew
(Cynthia) and Jason, and
his beloved grandson, Sam.
He is survived by his sister
Audrey Agasi from Win-

nipeg, and was predeceased by his loving parents
Esther and Oscar Weinstein.

Born in 1939 in Winnipeg, MB Fred excelled in high
school at St. John’s College in both academics and
athletics (basketball). He was a very popular classmate
and still had many friends from his Winnipeg days, a
true testament to the affect he had on people. Fred
followed his heart and passion to pursue a career in
dentistry - and what a career it was! He graduated from
General Dentistry from the University of Manitoba at
the age of 22.

He then pursued a prestigious Fellowship in Endo-
dontics at the University of Pennsylvania in Philadel-
phia under the tutelage of Dr. Louis Grossman, known
as the “Father of Endodontics”. This accomplishment
meant a lot to our beloved dad.

“Freddy” then moved the family out west to Vancou-
ver, BC to pioneer his craft as one of the first licensed
Endodontists in British Columbia. He successfully
practiced at the Fairmont Medical Building for 40 plus
years. He loved his patients and he equally enjoyed
teaching and lecturing throughout the world to advance
the learnings within dentistry.

 Fred’s many accomplishments within the profes-
sion include: Past President of the Canadian Academy
of Endodontics (CAE), BC Society of Endodontics, the
Interspecialty Dental Society of BC and the Interna-
tional Federation of Endodontic Associations (IFEA).
In addition to being a Member of the Royal College of
Dentists, he was also a Fellow of the American College
of Dentists and the International College of Dentists.

Fred was exceptionally proud to serve as the General
Chairman for the 2007 IFEA World Congress in Van-
couver. He also served as a volunteer Endodontist at
the 2010 Vancouver Winter Olympics and had the
distinction of performing an acute root canal on world
boxing champion Sugar Ray Leonard back in the
1980s.

Above all of Fred’s accomplishments and titles, his
family remained his number one priority in his life,
always. He had a gentle heart of gold, compassion and
sincerity and a smile that would illuminate a room. He
will be dearly missed but in our hearts always.

Funeral services were held October 17 at the Temple
Sholom Cemetery. Pallbearers were: Lance Howitt,
Ben Garfinkel, Saul Rosenbaum, Mark Kierszenblat,
Malcolm Yan and Dean Knoblauch.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation to the
Jewish Federation of Greater Vancouver, the Vancou-
ver General Hospital Cardiac Rehab Program
(www.vghfoundation.ca/healthyheart), the Vancouver
Prostate Centre or a charity of your choice.

MARION (KUSHNER) POSEN
Marion (Kushner) Posen passed away peacefully on

November 1, 2017 at the Saul and Claribel Simkin
Centre. She was predeceased by her parents Eda and
Jack (Yasha) Furman and by her first husband Bernard
Kushner. Lovingly remembered by her children and
grandchildren Cheryl, Louis, Brenna and Brittany
Kessler, Lori, Ken, Jenna and Lexie Zimmer, her
second husband Abe Posen and in-law Judy Zimmer.

As an only child, Marion was a great help to her
parents in their grocery store when she was growing up.
Age was only a number and she never really liked to
talk about it. Marion was a university graduate with a
Bachelor of Arts from the University of Winnipeg, but
her real passion was her family. She was very support-
ive of her grandchildren, and came to every soccer
game, tennis lesson, dance and piano recital, play,
musical, or school event. Friday night dinners were
very important to her. She enjoyed bowling, bridge,
mahjong, dancing, baking, and mall walking. She
loved to travel, especially cruising, and was always
open to new experiences. Marion was a life member of
National Council of Jewish Women of Canada. Marion
was a generous, thoughtful, and caring person who
always gave great advice. All who met Marion in-
stantly loved her. She will be deeply missed.

Funeral services were held on Friday, November 3,
2017 at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, Rabbi Green
officiating, with interment at the Shaarey Zedek Cem-
etery. Pallbearers were Ken Zimmer, Louis Kessler,
Lexie Zimmer, Jenna Zimmer, Brenna Kessler, Brit-
tany Kessler.

The family is very grateful for the loving attention of
Marion’s companions Maria and Marian and the com-
passionate staff at the Simkin Centre. Donations may
be made to the Simkin Centre, or to a charity of one’s
choice.

Dr. RAYMOND DEUTSCHER
Raymond Deutscher passed away on October 28th at

the age of 63. His wife and soulmate Carla Becker, his
brother David Deutscher, his sister-in-law Heather
Leonoff and his niece Ilana Deutscher survive him. He
will also be missed by his cousins in Denver, Colorado
and Austin, Texas. His Holocaust survivor parents,
Simon and Sara Deutscher, predeceased him.

Raymond spent his entire life in Winnipeg. He at-
tended the Talmud Torah Day School, Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, and Garden City Collegiate. He received
his medical degree at the University of Manitoba. After
completing his specialty training in anesthesia, he
worked at the St. Boniface Hospital continuously, and
in later years, at the Pan Am Clinic as well.

Raymond was a brilliant physician. Anything less
than perfection was not an option. He was highly
respected and greatly admired by all who came into
contact with him. His knowledge and ability to focus
led to the saving of countless lives. Raymond was also
a superb teacher who mentored innumerable residents
during his almost thirty-five years of practice.

Raymond was well versed in many other fields. He
was extremely knowledgeable and loved discussing,
religion, politics, ethics and the criminal justice sys-
tem. He was an avid follower of American, Canadian
and Israeli politics. Raymond was also an avid music
lover and concertgoer. His tastes were eclectic, not
limited to any particular genre.

Raymond and Carla were devoted to each other.
They were more than lovers, friends and companions;
they were true soulmates, two halves of one person.
Every waking moment that they had together since
they met almost 40 years ago was dedicated to making
the other person happy.

Funeral Services were held on October 30th at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue with Bill Weissmann offi-
ciating. Burial was at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
Pallbearers were Benji Gerstein, Dr. Matthew Katz,
Jonathan Katz, Dr. Lorrie Kirschenbaum,

David Rich and Dr. Benji Wiesenthal. Honourary
Pallbearers were David Robins and Gerald Rosenby.
Donations in Raymond’s name can be made to The
Winnipeg Humane Society, the Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue or the charity of your choice.

Deadline for the
December 6 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Thursday, November 30
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
NOV.  29

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX FAIMAN
who passed away
December 1, 1968
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE LAVITT
who passed away
November 9, 1994
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JERRY NEPON
who passed away
December 9, 1997
10 Days in Kislev

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your children
Sid and Esther, grandchildren
Adeena and Tom, Ahava and
Frank and Marni and
Jonathan, great-grand-
children Danny and Anna and
Leo Jerry Nathan, Sophie and
Lily.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

JOHN CECIL
RAISEN

who passed away
December 12, 1986
10 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
dearest husband

EARL
ROSENBLOOM

who passed away
November 23, 2014

There are no words to express
how much I love and miss you
and how much I need you.
— Forever in my heart…
Choo  Choo

MICHAEL
ROSNER
who passed away

December 13, 1982
27 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of

MINA
ROSNER
who passed away
December 9, 1997
10 Days in Kislev

— You are always in our memories - your children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DOREEN
(RITTBERG)
RUBINFELD

who passed away
November 20, 2007
10 Days in Kislev

— Always lovingly
remembered and deeply
missed by her daughters,
grandchildren, sister, nieces,
nephews and many dear
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

PAULINE
SCHWARTZ

who passed away
December 5, 1978
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BESSIE ANNE
SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 4, 2000

7 days in Kislev
– Sadly missed and always
remembered by her family.

In loving memory of

ELAINE
STOLLER
who passed away
December 2, 2008
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
countless friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DORA
GREENFELD

who passed away
November 17, 2013

14 days in Kislev
Time goes by, but memories stay
Never more than a thought away
No need for words, except to say
Always loved, always missed,
every passing day.
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her children
and grandchildren.

“Forever in our hearts”

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RANDA
MINKIN

who passed away
December 5, 2008

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by mom Beverly
and brother Shane.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. VICTOR L.
ROSENFIELD

who passed away
November 21, 1999
12 Days in Kislev

Time goes by but memories stay
Never more than a thought
away
Quietly remembered, day by
day
No need for words, except to
say
Still loved, still missed, every
passing day.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Elsa,
children, and grandchildren.
“Forever in our hearts”

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ERNEST
TESSLER
who passed away

November 29, 2004
16 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving wife
Faye, children, grandchildren,
and sister Chaya Kirshner.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY SINGER
who passed away

November 22, 2001
7 Days in Kislev, 5762

— Always Loved,
Remembered and Sadly
Missed by his son Ron and
daughter Michelle.

16th Yahrzeit

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
NOV.  22

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DENA KATZ
who passed away

November 28, 2012
14 days in Kislev

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by husband Henry,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

KARYN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 30, 2009

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CONNIE
LENOFF

who passed away
December 3, 2010
26 Days in Kislev

– Lovingly remembered and
forever in our hearts.
Children,  grandchildren and
great-granddaughters.

7th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
dearly beloved Mother,

Grandmother and
Great Grandmother

BERTHA
KOWALL
who passed away

November 30, 1982
15 days in Kislev 5743

— You are always remembered
and sadly missed by your
family.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM LEMER
who passed away
December 1, 1998
12 Days in Kislev

To have, to hold and then to part
is the greatest sorrow of my heart
— Lovingly remembered by
your wife Mae, sons, families
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,

father and grandfather

In Memoriam

DAVID
PESOCHIN

who passed away
November 28th, 2009

11 Days in Kislev
Nothing can ever take away
the love a heart holds dear
Fond memories linger every day
Remembrance keeps him near

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANDOR
OSZTERMANN

who passed away
November 18, 2009
12 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his family.

In Memoriam

HENRIETTA
SILVERMAN

who passed away
November 2, 2005
1 Day in Chesvan

HARRY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 24, 1983

19 Days in Tevet, 5744

12th Yahrzeit34th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving  daughter
Geri, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX J.
TENENBEIN

who passed away
December 5, 1984
12 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

mid December.
We have also
e n c o u r a g e d
family members

to take advantage of our swipe card system
which allows them to enter and exit the building
when the doors are locked.

As you know the WRHA has been directed by
government to eliminate its operating deficit.
Personal Care Homes had their budgets cut
back by .25 % - which for The Simkin Centre
represents a reduction of $34,000 in the current
budget year. There have been a few other cuts of
a smaller nature impacting on Personal Care
Homes that will have an impact on our budgets.
As we did not contract for the security services
directly I cannot tell you how much money the
Region is saving by cutting the service to The
Centre, but I am guessing it is the range of
$150,000 to $200,000 per year.

I sent Irwin the following further question:
Was the money for security services paid direct-
ly to the Simkin Centre? If the cut was as much
as $150-200,000 and a reduction of $34,000 rep-
resents a .25% cut in funding, then the reduction
in funding for security services represents a fur-
ther 2% cut in funding. Am I correct in that?

Irwin responded: The Region handled the
security services contract directly. The Centre
never received any funding directly.

I then asked Irwin the following question: But
can you describe more fully how much the secu-
rity has been cut back? A figure of $150-200,000
(which you used) must surely represent more
than just the cost of having someone at the front
security desk.

Irwin responded: I am not privy to the contract
details as it was the Region’s contract with the
security company.

All I can do is guess based on having a securi-
ty person 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.

Assuming a wage of $15/hour plus benefits for
a security guard the annual cost would be at
least $150,000. But that would not include any
“profit” for the Security company itself so that is
why I am guessing the cost could range higher.

I wanted to follow up what happened with the
WRHA, so I posed the following question to a
spokesperson for the WRHA: I’ve been made
aware that the WRHA has eliminated the money
that was being allotted for security at the Simkin
Centre. Irwin Corobow at the Simkin Centre esti-
mates that the WRHA would have been spending
between $150-200,000 for security. 

Can you confirm that the money that was pre-
viously being allocated for security at the Simkin
Centre has, in fact, been eliminated and, if so,
how much was it? 

Also, if that money has been cut, can you give
a reason?

Three days later, I received this response from
that spokesperson: The region has received a let-
ter from Mr. Corobow outlining the Simkin
Centre’s position and is in the process of review-
ing the document. We appreciate the context he
has provided and discussion with the site is
expected to continue.

I also attempted to contact each of the four
other Jewish personal care homes in Canada:
Louis Brier in Vancouver, Our Parents’ Home in
Edmonton, Baycrest in Toronto, and the Jewish
Eldercare Centre in Montreal. I was able to con-
firm that each of those homes still maintains 24-
hour security with guards posted at security
desks, 

In response to questions regarding how securi-
ty is funded at each of those institutions I was
told the following: Funding for the Jewish
Eldercare Centre in Montreal comes from the
provincial government, including security.

I spoke to the head of security at Baycrest, who
told me that Baycrest is such a vast institution that
it has a very large security department; however,

since part of Baycrest is also a hospital, the situa-
tion there is somewhat different and the doors to
the hospital are not locked. The nursing home
component, however, does remain locked 24
hours and the budget for security comes from
within the general budget for Baycrest, which is
provided by the provincial government. There is
no special allocation given for security, I was told.

That was also the case at Louis Brier, where I
spoke to the CFO for that institution: Funding
for Louis Brier comes in the form of general
funding from the provincial government, but
there is no special allocation for security. As
such, Louis Brier is responsible for determining
how much it wishes to fund for security out of
the general funding that it receives.

The one Jewish nursing home whose situation
is quite a bit different, I learned, is Our Parents’
Home, located in Edmonton. The only services
that are funded there, I was told, are strictly
“nursing” services. As such, although the home
does maintain 24-hour security, funding for that
has to come from non-governmental sources.

Interestingly, I reported my findings about
other Jewish nursing homes to the spokesperson
for the WRHA with whom I had been in com-
munication. It turns out that I was being used as
a source of information for the WRHA. I
received the following email:

Hi Bernie. So am I correct in that all the other
homes pay for security out of their overall oper-
ating funding?

I responded: Vancouver - yes; Edmonton - no;
Toronto - yes; Montreal has yet to get back to
me.

(I did hear from someone in Montreal shortly
before our publishing deadline - and conveyed
the information that Montreal is also funded by
the provincial government to the WRHA
spokesperson.)

I also noted in my email: I don't know what
discussions you may be having with Irwin, but I
certainly wonder about the rather sudden halt to
funding of security at the Simkin Centre without
much notice. Might the WRHA have any expla-
nation for that?

-Bernie
I have yet to receive a response to that ques-

tion.

It certainly appears that the Simkin Centre has
become an unwitting victim of the provincial
government’s order to all regional health author-
ities to eliminate their deficits. While one might
understand the motivation - giving only two
weeks notice that funding for security is going to
be eliminated? That seems extreme. 

If we hear of further developments on this
front, we’ll let you know. In the meantime, one
can feel a great deal of sympathy for the Simkin
Centre as it struggles to come up with a way to
fill a huge void in an area of operations that
came totally unexpectedly.

Post script: After I had finished writing this
article, I did continue exchanging emails with
the spokesperson for the WRHA. It appears that
there may be some change to the WRHA’s posi-
tion re funding of security at the Simkin Centre.
Here is the most recent email that I received; (on
November 18), apparently in response to a letter
received by the WRHA from Irwin Corobow:
The region is preparing a response to Mr.
Corobow's letter. We believe an accommodation
can be reached.

Final post script: We received this e-mail
from the WRHA Monday afternoon after we had
sent the paper to our printer. We revamped this
story to include this e-mail:

Hi Bernie. Funding allocated specifically for
security services at the Simkin Centre will con-
tinue until March 31, 2018. At that point, the
Centre has the option of funding the service
through its operating budget. The region con-
nected with Irwin this afternoon.

Community news

Simkin
(Continued from page 1.)
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Sports

Seemingly all the pro Jewish basketballers are now outside of North America

In terms of
Jewish players in
the National
B a s k e t b a l l
A s s o c i a t i o n
today, there is no
point in my draw-
ing up a list for
hoops’ fans
because there is

only a single active player today who
would qualify.

His name is OMRI MOSHE CASSPI and
he is both Israeli and Jewish.Surprisingly, the 6’9”, 225 lb. forward was
snapped up in the first round (23rd overall) in the 2009 NBA draft by the
Sacramento Kings.

Though other Israelis had indeed been drafted in the past, Casspi was the
first to ever crack the first round and ended up being the first Israeli to play
in the NBA.

It wasn’t , of course, always that way. The more mature among us can
easily recall the likes of Ernie Grunfeld, Dolph Schayes and son Danny,
Max Zaslovsky, Tal Brody, Red Holzman, plus a large glut of very talent-
ed American college players.

I recall back in the day at the Winnipeg Arena near Polo Park that there
was a pre-season NBA game in early October and one of the players was
Danny Schayes. Naturally, since he was  Jewish, I arranged to obtain a
media pass and, following the game I made my way down to the dressing
room to speak with the very congenial athlete who treated me like a lantz-
man.

The tall centre arose from the bench upon which he was seated and greet-
ed me, but said politely: “I had better sit down. It’ll be easier.” The reason
being, of course, the Syracuse College grad, who was drafted by the Utah
Jazz and is only 58 years old today, was six feet and 11 inches tall and
weighed in at 235 lbs. Even though I remained standing, he was still gaz-
ing down at me. More important, it was the best interview I ever had the
privilege to carry out. Danny, by the way, had a long and successful career
in the NBA from 1981-1999.

However, I digress; so back to the business at hand. Considering the fact
that Casspi is only 29, he has travelled extensively. Most of his basketball
had been played in Israel’s minor leagues, where he starred at all levels. In
the NBA thus far, he has recorded a career points-per-game average of 8.2. 

Following Sacramento, he went on to play in Cleveland with the Cavs,
the Houston Rockets, rejoined the Kings, went on to the New Orleans
Pelicans, had a very limited stay with the Minnesota Timberwolves, and
now does his dribbling with the Golden State Warriors. Well anyway,
nobody can accuse the native of Holon, Israel of ever overstaying his wel-
come.

While Jewish players are few in number on the courts of the NBA, the
entire opposite is true when it comes to  Jewish businessmen who invest
their money and essentially run the league. You’ll doubtless recognize
many of the more prominent names:

Some Jewish owners, to mention only a few, are:  Dan Gilbert of the
Cavaliers, Jerry Reinsdorf (Chicago Bulls), Bruce Ratner (Brooklyn Nets),
Donald Sterling (L.A. Clippers) Mark Cuban (Dallas Mavericks) and
Howard Schultz of the Seattle Sonics.

Executives such as NBA President Maurice Podoloff, and NBA
Commissioner Adam Silver are paid handsomely - but work extremely
hard. 

The second-last Jewish player to end his NBA career was JORDAN
FARMAR in 2016. When people discuss Los Angeles Lakers’ point guards,
Jordan was considered among the best and could lead any offence. Young
Farmar played in 463 NBA games and had a points-per-game scoring aver-
age of 8.5.

While his mother is Jewish, his dad
isn’t, but he played minor league baseball;
hence, Jordan’s gift of athleticism. He
went to Hebrew School, had a Bar
Mitzvah and worked for many Jewish
causes, including more than a few trips to
Israel to work with both Jewish and Arab
children together while teaching them

how to play basketball. Fund raising in
general was also foremost for the Farmar
family.

POST PATTER:
Did you know that a Jewish player was

the scorer of the first basket ever scored
in the NBA? On November 1st in 1946
in the opening of the fledgling

Basketball Association of America (BAA). OSSIE SCHECTMAN of the
New York Knickerbockers accomplished the deed against the Toronto
Huskies and his teammates went on to win the opening game 68-66. 

The other players on the team were also Jewish: Sonny Hertzberg, Stan
Stutz, Hank Rosenstein, Ralph Kaplowitz, Jake Weber, and Leo “Ace”
Gottlieb.

The L.A Kings have sent Jewish forward Mike Cammalleri, 35, to the
Edmonton Oilers in exchange for Jussi Jokinen. The former has 3 goals and
4 assists in 15 games. Mike was with New Jersey last season and had just
been dealt to the Kings following an injury-riddled season with the Devils,
where he netted only 10 goals and 21 assists in 61 games. He has 290
career goals and obviously would like to reach the 300 mark. The speedy
left-winger could end up on a line with Connor McDavid in Edmonton -
where they’re playing the kind of hockey at the moment that could get a
head coach fired.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

OMRI MOSHE CASSPI
only current Jewish
player in the NBA

Germany charges ex-Nazi guards as accomplices to murder
(JTA) – State prosecutors in the German city of Dortmund have filed

charges against two former SS guards at the Stutthof concentration camp
as accomplices to murder.

The defendants, who are in their early 90s, were charged last week with
involvement in the murders of hundreds of inmates at the camp near
Gdansk, Poland, where more than 60,000 died at the hands of the Nazis,
according to Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust memorial and archive. The
charges were made public Wednesday, after the men were notified.

The men have denied taking part in any killings.
The Jerusalem office of the Simon Wiesenthal Center has located 18

survivors of the camp to assist in preparations for trials, according to
Efraim Zuroff, the center’s chief Nazi hunter. In a statement, Zuroff
urged anyone with information about survivors of Stutthof to get in touch
with the center in Jerusalem at www.operationlastchance.org.

The 2011 conviction in Munich of former concentration camp guard
John Demjanjuk as an accomplice in the murders of nearly 30,000 Jews
in the Sobibor death camp in Poland set a precedent in that being a guard
at a death camp was sufficient to prove complicity in murder.

OSSIE SCHECTMAN
first player to score a bas-
ket in the NBA (holding up
a scorecard from that game
in 1946, which featured an
all-Jewish New York
Knicks team against the
Toronto Huskies
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U.S. news

What unites and divides Israeli Americans and their fellow Jews: A conference takes a look
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Not long ago Yahel

Epel, a volunteer with the Israeli American
Council, fulfilled her assigned mission: She
assembled 200 Jews, half of them Israeli
American, in a room in Denver on a Friday
evening for a potluck dinner and a Shishi Yisraeli
program.

Shishi Yisraeli, a program launched by IAC
that means “Israeli Friday evening,” seeks a

happy medium between what those with and without Israeli roots or back-
grounds would enjoy on a Friday night. The idea: Get them together. Create
community.

How did it go?
“It was nice,” she said this weekend at the council’s fourth annual con-

ference here, a four-day event that attracted some 2,500 participants.
Epel, a realtor, paused.
“It was hard. The Americans couldn’t do the Israeli singing,” the sing-

along that for generations have been a staple of secular Israeli life. 
“The Israelis didn’t do the kiddush,” the blessing over the wine, a reli-

gious ritual that is synonymous with Shabbat.
Shishi Yisraeli was among an array of programs touted at the conference

as a means of, as CEO Shoham Nicolet put it in his opening remarks, mak-
ing Israeli Americans “the ultimate living bridge between Israel and the
Jewish people.”

IAC has recorded impressive growth – the group, established 10 years
ago, just opened its 16th office, in Atlanta. Claiming to represent between
400,000 and a million Israeli Americans, it offers a range of programs tar-
geting children, teens, college students, young adults, families and busi-
nesspeople. (Other estimates put the number of Israelis in the United States
as low as 200,000).

Yet there are times the bridge to American Jews that Nicolet longs for
seems to be going nowhere, despite the best efforts of the IAC and its prin-
cipal backers, Sheldon and Dr. Miriam Adelson – the billionaire casino
magnate, a major giver to pro-Israel causes and Republicans, and his physi-
cian wife.

In anguished and raucous exchanges over shared meals and during break-
out sessions organized as circles, Israelis from across North America at the
four-day conference described their frustrations in trying to assimilate into
the American Jewish community.

There was the visceral resistance that Israelis have to organizing commu-
nity life around the synagogue, a mainstay of organized Jewish life in
America. Others spoke of the pronounced differences between Israelis and
American Jews over what is a threat to Jews. And some had the nagging
sensation that American Jews care less and less about Israel – and that those
who do pay attention are hypercritical of the country.

But there also were issues and anxieties that Israeli Americans shared with
their Jewish brethren that did not exist a generation ago.

One was support for religious pluralism in Israel. Merav Michaeli, a
Knesset member from Israel’s opposition Zionist Union, earned cheers and
applause during a plenary session when she condemned the Netanyahu gov-
ernment’s retreat from an agreement that would have assured greater equal-
ity for non-Orthodox prayer at the Western Wall.

And the crowd booed Tzipi Hotovely, a Knesset member of Netanyahu’s
Likud Party, who said secular Israelis did not care about access to the wall.

Until now, the issue has not resonated among Israeli Americans. The
change was explained in a follow-up breakout session, in Hebrew: The
Israelis who berated Hotovely had come to see the wall as Americans do:
not merely a site for traditional (read: Orthodox) prayer, but as a powerful
symbol of their love for Israel – even if their attachment to it was not quite,
well, American.

“I don’t want to celebrate the wall as Reform or Conservative,” Amit
Tirosh of Delray Beach, Florida, shouted at Hotovely. “I do want to cele-
brate there in the company of my three daughters.” The Orthodox Chief
Rabbinate controlling the wall imposes strict gender segregation.

Ofra Mor of Tenafly, New Jersey, described a limbo for Israelis in the
United States who would have thought of themselves as secular in Israel but
seek religious expression here. She wants her three daughters to marry Jews
when they become adults.

In Israel, with its vast Jewish majority, Hebrew language and Jewish calen-
dar, Jewish identity is a given, Mor said. But in the United States, Jewish iden-
tity must be sought out either in the synagogue or other Jewish institution.

“I don’t connect with Reform or Conservative prayer, I don’t want to
invent a new Judaism,” she said. “I want the Sephardic songs that get you
into the mood for Yom Kippur, like ‘Ein Nora Alila.’” 

So Mor said she goes to Chabad, “but it’s not for me. I want my daugh-
ters learning from women, about strong Jewish women.”

Epel, the IAC volunteer from Denver, agreed.
“We don’t want to look for a religious base, we are looking for a commu-

nity base,” she said of Israeli Americans. “Here if you want to be part of it”
– the American Jewish community – “you have to go to synagogue.”

Nicolet said in an interview that it was critical to get across to Israelis that
organized religion was a means of preserving Jewish identity.

“Think about a conference that starts with Havdalah, it’s also a message
for us,” as Israelis, he said, referring to the Saturday evening prayer that sig-

nifies the end of Shabbat. “It’s a message to Israeli Americans that ‘Listen
guys, it’s not sustainable without being connected to Jewish roots.”

The formal launch of the conference Saturday evening was illustrative of
the divide between the conference-goers and American Jewish norms.

The crowd shifted nervously during the extended Havdalah prayer sung
by Cantor Netanel Hershtik of the Hampton Synagogue in New York, and
then silently waited out the American national anthem.

It was when a young woman in the uniform of Tzofim – the Israeli scout
movement – mounted the stage that the cavernous hall in the Washington
Convention Center filled with sure voices, suffused with tangible relief.
This was “Hatikvah.” This was a known quantity.

That was followed by a speech by Nikki Haley, the U.S. ambassador to
the United Nations, warmly welcomed because of her outspoken advocacy
of Israel. The evening culminated with a round of community singing that
had virtually everyone in the hall on their feet and swaying.

There are other aspects of American Jewish self-identity that are jarring
for Israelis.

Sivan Benisty of Boulder, Colorado, discovered over lunch that she was
sitting across from a non-Jew who worked closely with Jews – Lindsey
Horvath, a city councilor from West Hollywood, Florida, a heavily Jewish
enclave. Benisty, who works for an Israeli startup in Colorado, grilled
Horvath, a Catholic, about how she dealt with Jewish notions of chosen-
ness.

“When I hear ‘Jewish people, chosen people,’ no matter how open and lib-
eral the person, it comes across in a patronizing way,” Benisty said.

Horvath said she sees those expressions as a means of grounding oneself
in one’s identity in a multicultural society. She sees correlations to Jewish
chosenness in her own identity as a Catholic and as a feminist.

Another gap between Israeli and American Jews was in defining anti-
Semitism – an omnipresent theme throughout the conference, but solely in
its perceived manifestation in the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment against Israel. The rare mention of the rise of the American “alt-right”
drew expressions of nonplussed bafflement.

That was the reaction when Michaeli, the Zionist Union member of
Knesset, complained about how Netanyahu was handling the relationship
with the American Jewish community. She singled out his reaction to the
white supremacist and anti-Semitic demonstration in Charlottesville,
Virgina, in August, when a counterprotester was killed by a car driven by a
suspected racist.

“The prime minister did not say a word,” Michaeli said.
Neither did anyone in the room, and the moderator, Emily Amrousi, a

reporter for the Adelson-owned Israel Hayom daily, shifted the subject back
to BDS even though the topic had already been exhausted. Just mentioning
Charlottesville in nearly any other American Jewish assembly would have
triggered concerns, much discussed in the community, about the boldness of
anti-Semitic expression during the presidency of Donald Trump.

Nicolet in the interview said Israelis were likely aware of the
Charlottesville march but were more exercised about BDS because it was a
more insidious form of anti-Semitism.

“It’s very easy to define the Nazis; they have the flag, they’re Nazis,” he
said. “When you have a gray area, and people talk about human rights and
ethnic cleansing, from a gut feeling I’m worried.”

Anxieties about whether American Jews are growing distant from Israel
also permeated the conference. Ruth Calderon, a former Knesset member
for the secular Israeli party Yesh Atid who writes about incorporating
Talmudic teachings into secular Jewish education, said the diktats of Israel’s
Orthodox could cause a schism.

She led a session that transitioned between Hebrew and English.
“At some point, the Jews in the world will say to Israel, ‘you know what

– tistadru lavad,’” figure it out for yourself.
Israeli Jews also recoil at the notion of even tolerating the minority of

American Jews who reject Israel.
“I don’t think the undoubted support that American Jews had for Israel 30

years exists anymore,” said Yaara Oren, a postdoctoral biology student at
Harvard. “We have a Reform shul” in Brookline, Massachusetts, “doing
Naqba events,” she said, using the Arabic for “catastrophe” which is how
Palestinians describe Israel’s founding. “I couldn’t step foot in a synagogue
that doesn’t support Israel.”

Some also feel Adelson’s leadership has imposed on the IAC a stringent
standard of support for Israel that doesn’t gibe with the more diverse and
self-critical American Jewish outlook. On Sunday evening, he told the
group that he had switched allegiance from the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee because he preferred “unequivocal” support for Israel –
a reference to AIPAC’s willingness to work with with the Obama adminis-
tration, which Adelson reviled.

That stringency alienated some of the Israelis at the conference. During a
breakout session called “American Sabra: A Complex Identity,” a Brooklyn
man confronted Miriam Adelson, who was a panelist, saying that his incli-
nation to criticize some Israeli government policies made him feel like an
outsider at the conference.

In response, Adelson insisted that right-wing Jews were likelier to be mar-
ginalized in the American Jewish community, but offered this: “The fact
that there are people who hate you because of your opinion is very, very
bad.”

By

RON KAMPEAS



Community Conversations (second in a series)

Submitted by FAYE ROSENBERG-COHEN
Community Planning and Allocations Director 
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

In the winter of 2016, the Community Planning Committee of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg undertook the Community Conversations as the
first step in long range planning for the future of the Jewish community of
Winnipeg. Consultations began by asking participants to consider how they
saw the community today and how they’d like to see it tomorrow. After col-
lecting more than 4700 lines of data from more than 400 participants, five
themes emerged. Two major themes that were prevalent in many conversa-
tions revolve around the need to have Jewish context and innovative ways
to connect culturally, socially and religiously.

Fifty years ago there was a clearer definition of Jewish identity. You
might join a synagogue, or belong to a secular Zionist movement, or
engage in Jewish values based on social justice and political work that was
informed by a particular denomination of Judaism or secular Jewish move-
ment. 

Jewish society has changed. The lines have blurred as studies indicate
more Jews identify as “just Jews”, unaffiliated with any denomination or
movement but still identifying as Jews culturally, religiously, or ethnically.
Simultaneously, a resurgence of religious life is evident in the growth of
non-denominational (or post-denominational) congregations and small
groups that meet outside the established religious institutions to express
and act on their Jewish spirituality. Online communities and study oppor-
tunities are adding to the rise of small minyans, Jewish book clubs, and
diverse, non-denominational movements like Limmud International.
Secular bar/bat mitzvahs are a modern phenomenon. Religious and life
cycle events that have moved out into the community and away from syn-
agogues are prevalent even in Winnipeg.
Program for the Modern Jewish Community

The full diversity of the Winnipeg Jewish community was reflected in the
program ideas and comments collected throughout the consultations. 

Context is important to providing Jewish identity when Jews gather for
any purpose. One suggestion was a Tango Dance class at the Rady JCC so
that the participants could feel connected by being in a Jewish building. 

Another request was for opportunities for religious Jews to feel comfort-
able by ensuring that more events were completely kosher, and Shabbat
was observed if relevant. 

While there was high praise for our organizations and the programs that
fill the calendar, there were concerns, desires, and ideas brought forth
around a full range of topics. Here is a sampling:

Youth programming and engagement: A desire for continuity between
age groups and across demographics, collaboration and coordination to
make sure no one “fell through the cracks”.

Arts and Culture: Use art and music to engage more people through
community art shows and musical performances, talent shows, community
musicals, using volunteer community talent to teach/engage others, expos-
ing our culture to others and welcome other cultures into our community,
to be inclusive of inter-cultural relationships.

Recreation: Jewish identity through Jewish society, literally being with
other Jews, e.g. Pick up sports like 3 on 3 basketball; Jewish sports leagues
/ teams; sushi making class.

Social opportunities: It was noted that community programs tend to be
transactional in nature, i.e. buy a ticket, come with your friends, and leave.
There are few forums and spaces set aside to meet and make conversation,
and where you can return again and again, encouraging relationship build-
ing.

Innovation, Jewish experience and informal education: Innovation
implies strengthening identity in new ways with Jewish content programs
that include Jewish traditions, Jewish holiday celebrations, informal edu-
cational programs that teach Jewish traditions without the participants even
realizing it, spiritual experiences that don’t require the rejection or rigidity
sometimes experienced in the past in denominational life, and innovative
approaches to Judaism.

Jews who have travelled or lived elsewhere bring back experiences of
Judaism and Jewish life that strengthen identity, provide a strong sense of
community and peoplehood, and facilitate their Jewish practice. Many look
for these positive Jewish experiences from all community programs, across
a full range of religiosity and secular practices. Try these:

• Shabbat dinners in homes and small groups from secular Israeli to
Chabad

• Ethical gardening through a Jewish lens
• Social justice tourism as modelled by American Jewish World Service

– the “Jewish Peace Corps”- and copied freely by many Jewish organiza-
tions

Significant Questions:
• Whose role is it to plan a full range of activity through the spectrum of

Jewish programming?
• How can we collectively empower volunteers to fill the gaps between

traditional offerings?
• How do we, as a community, strengthen synagogue life as well as sup-

port new ways of acting on our Judaism?

If you’d like to talk about this topic or get involved, contact Faye @ frco-
hen@jewishwinnipeg.org, 204.477.7422
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Designer Karl Lagerfeld slams Germany 
for welcoming Jews’ ‘worst enemies’

(JTA) – Fashion designer Karl Lagerfeld criticized Germany for wel-
coming Muslim refugees, saying the country should not take in the Jews’
“worst enemies” given its responsibility for the Holocaust.

Lagerfeld, 80, the chief designer at the Chanel fashion house, made the
comments Saturday on a French television talk show. He immediately
caused an outcry.

“One cannot – even if there are decades between them – kill millions
of Jews so you can bring millions of their worst enemies in their place,”
he said. “I know someone in Germany who took a young Syrian and after
four days said ‘the greatest thing Germany invented was the Holocaust.’”

Lagerfeld, who is known to court controversy, also castigated German
Chancellor Angela Merkel for allowing more than a million asylum seek-
ers to enter the country since the 2015 migrant crisis.

Merkel, Lagerfeld said, “already had millions [of immigrants] who are
integrated, who work, which is very good because the demography is a
little bit in decline there. But she didn’t need to take in another million to
give her a charming image.”

France’s media regulator said Monday that it had received several hun-
dred complaints about Largerfeld’s comments on “Salut les Terriens!”
meaning “Hello Earthlings!” Many others voiced disapproval on social
media.

In August 2015, Merkel announced that migrants could claim asylum
in Germany even if it was not the first safe country they reached. About
a million asylum seekers arrived over the next year.

Following a number of high-profile crimes by refugees, public criti-
cism of Germany’s open border policy grew. In 2016, Merkel tightened
the country’s asylum laws and undertook diplomacy to stem the flow of
refugees into Germany and Europe in general.

The numbers of arriving asylum seekers has dropped precipitously.
In September, Merkel was easily re-elected. But a far-right party also

finished third in the voting and entered the German parliament for the
first time with a platform focused on Islam and migration, as well as
rhetoric tinged with Nazi tropes.
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Joanne Seiff

The spirit of the law–and our Jewish roles (Talmudic and modern)
The other night, I sat on the couch with my

husband at an attempt at togetherness. We
watched an episode of Madam Secretary. It was
our second attempt. On the first try, worn out, I
was about to fall asleep when my spouse sug-
gested that we save it for another time so I could
go to bed. It was, he pointed out, supposed to be
fun. Sticking to the initial ‘date time’ wasn’t
working. If I held my eyelids open with tooth-

picks to share this experience with him? Maybe not worth doing then.
Thank goodness for the PVR.

The show we watched was full of allusions to knitting and design, which
are parts of my freelance work. I cringed inwardly, preparing for derogato-
ry comments about ‘women’s work.’ 

To my surprise, the ‘textile’ theme was respectful. A man with PTSD
takes up knitting as part of his therapy–it helps him focus his mind. A first
year university student struggles with a design assignment. She comes
away with a couture dress, but not before we hear the sounds of her sewing
machine at work in the background. Best yet, when her sister begins to
panic at modelling the dress, the student gives her a pep talk, which says
“pull yourself together, be strong. Do this, I need you.” What started as a
frivolous thing: ‘help me out at this fashion show’ became more–a chance
to succeed academically, and to use inner strength to prevail over a trying
situation. The episode showed strong women and struggling men seeking
to be their best selves.

All this came to mind today…in the context of a Talmud class. I’ve
signed up for a Jewish Theological Seminary online course. With the won-
ders of technology, I can hear lectures by Rabbi Dr. Judith Hauptman, who
is a gifted teacher and intellect. Her course has an interesting
premise–looking at situations when “law meets life.” 

She began with basic information, and got started studying Talmudic text.
Whenever I study Talmud (or any older text), I have to remember the inher-
ent inequalities. Women were seen as subservient, with less agency than we
think is appropriate today. Through careful reading, we saw lists of tasks
wives are obligated to perform for their husbands (Bavli Ketubot 61a), and
a discussion about how one might ‘wash’–sprinkle water on– a floor on
Shabbat. (Bavli Shabbat 95a). (This last reference was not cleaning so
much as providing a form of air conditioning and reducing dust on an
extremely hot Shabbat in Babylonia.)

Dr. Hauptman showed us how women’s interpretations allowed them
both to obey the spirit of Jewish law, and to accomplish what needed to be
done. In more than one place in these readings, the rabbis (all male) allude
to the fact that women were smart and had power or agency. Even if the
language of the Talmud relegates women to ‘property of a man’s house’,
the women in these stories shine through as being shrewd and savvy. 

We think sometimes that our lives are infinitely more complicated,
sophisticated and detailed than those in the nostalgic past. Yet, these
Talmudic texts reminded me that more than 1500 years ago, smart people
focused on the details that make our households and lives function. We may
have a way to record entertainment now (and a TV!) or access to machine
produced clothing…but our fundamental concerns are similar. How are we
do balance the spirit of our commitments with the laws’ requirements?
What is the intention of our roles? How do men and women balance and
subvert traditional roles in order to cope? How do our household tasks
make life comfortable and/or meaningful? 

The first text we studied refers to tasks that wives perform for their hus-
bands: grinding grain, baking bread, doing the laundry, cooking, nursing
his babies, making his bed, and working with wool. When she has wealth
and servants, she can avoid some of these household obligations. As we
studied this text together, I was knitting a wool sweater I’d promised to fin-
ish for one of my kids. I thought the webcam was trained up, only on my
face. No, as it turned out–a friend, also taking the class in New York, said
she could see my knitting.

That’s ok…in the end, the more things change, the more they stay the
same. Regardless of your level of observance, we still wrestle with these
issues. Women often interpret Jewish law and tradition when it comes to
household details. If one doesn’t have enough servants/financial resources,
(or even enjoys knitting and finds it focuses the mind?) one might still be
working with wool.

A recent study indicated that in Reform Jewish congregations, rabbis who
are women are paid less than their male counterparts. Women have fewer
positions “at the top” as senior or sole congregational rabbis. We continue,
even in the most progressive Jewish movements, to struggle with pay equi-
ty and gender roles. 

The Talmud is an essential part of Jewish oral law, but it’s also literature,
with narratives that shed light on daily life. A current TV show portrays a
woman as US Secretary of State, and shows interaction with fiber arts is
still an important, useful and viable thing to be devote time to creating, no
matter your gender. 

In both the show’s legal negotiations and this Talmudic text, we’re taught
that sometimes the spirit of the law, the intention, is more important than
the letter of the law. Through all the big decisions, it’s sometimes the small
household details that make people’s lives rich. I’ll keep knitting handmade
sweaters for my kids–and studying Talmud. In 2017, there’s a place for
both.

Joanne Seiff writes regularly for CBC-Manitoba as well as for Jewish
publications like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one
about the Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This paperback column collection is available at
McNally-Robinson and online at Amazon in hard copy and digital down-
load. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Earl and Cheryl Barish leaders in business and philanthropy
By MYRON LOVE

In this eighth of a series spotlighting outstand-
ing Jewish Winnipeggers past and present,
Earl and Cheryl Barish have a history of lead-

ership in both business and philanthropy on a
local, national and international scale.

In business, Earl first made a name for himself
early in life when he, his brother, Sid, and their
father, Jack, bought a small ice-cream company in
1957 and turned Dickie Dee and its ubiquitous ice
cream bikes into a coast-to-coast operation in
Canada. 

After selling Dickie Dee in 1992, Barish – with
Cheryl by his side – started a successful sales ven-
ture, providing “Pop Rocks” as an ingredient in
confections such as ice cream and chocolates,
worldwide. Ever the sports fans, Earl and Cheryl
brought professional basketball to Winnipeg by
forming and operating the Winnipeg Cyclone.
The team played in the new International
Basketball Association of which Earl was presi-
dent for four years from 1995-2000.

In 2001 Earl and Cheryl became shareholders of
Salisbury House, the iconic restaurant chain that
has been part of Manitoba since 1931. They joined
other Manitobans to bring the ownership back
from Quebec. In 2006, Earl became President &
CEO of Salisbury House, at a time when the sto-
ried restaurant chain was facing bankruptcy due to mismanagement on the
part of two of the previous majority owners. Earl and Cheryl then became
the majority owners. Under Earl’s leadership, not only has Salisbury House
survived and been revived, but it has thrived with new locations in
Winnipeg, Steinbach and Norway House.

In the field of philanthropy, Earl and Cheryl Barish have built an equally
distinguished record. They have been major supporters of the Sarah
Sommer Chai Folk Ensemble and organized performances in Los Angeles,
San Jose, Palm Springs, Vancouver, Victoria, Toronto, Montreal and
Detroit.

Earl was also the founder of the first Winnipeg JCC Maccabi team in
2002 and was involved in the Maccabiah Games in Israel in 2009 and 2013.

The non-profit organization that he and Cheryl have been closely identi-
fied with through the years has been B’nai Brith Canada. In our Jewish
community, the couple are the face of B’nai Brith. Earl in particular has
been involved at all levels of B’nai Brith locally and served for six years as
Chair of the Executive Board of B’nai Brith Canada and now serves on
B’nai Brith International.

Cheryl’s history is one of work-
ing with children and adults in the
para-medical field. Her personal
passion has always been working
with youth and trying to ensure that
they are able to thrive mentally,
emotionally, socially, physically
and economically regardless of
their circumstance.

Every year, with the generosity
of many contributors to B’nai
Brith, the Barishes host an outing
at a Goldeyes game that includes
food and gifts for hundreds of chil-
dren and adults recruited through
over 60 support and service agen-
cies, including Jewish Child &
Family Service, Dream Factory,
Ronald McDonald House,
CancerCare Manitoba, SMD and
Special Olympics. 

They derive special joy as their
two out-of-town children and
spouses, along with   five of their
grandchildren and their great -
niece travel to Winnipeg and join
them, their daughter and son-in-
law, and two grandchildren, who
live in Winnipeg in participating in
this event. Cheryl and Earl both
feel it is one of the most rewarding
days of their lives each year.

And last year, the Barishes introduced the first B’nai
Brith Human Rights Initiative Grant Fund, intended to
encourage Manitobans to imagine, create and deliver pro-
jects that promote human rights and, at the same time,
benefit and enlighten 

Their hope is that applicants from the entire general
community will suggest initiatives or ideas in the area of
human rights education that are creative and unique.

Both Cheryl and Earl feel that those who are able,
ought to nurture all facets of their community. As busi-
ness people they are firm believers that people who are
successful should want to give back. 

CHERYL and EARL BARISH
Both Cheryl and Earl feel that

those who are able, ought to nurture
all facets of their community. As
business people they are firm believ-
ers that people who are successful
should want to give back. 
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Gray Academy grad Ariel Melamedoff this year’s Youth Parliament Premier
Ariel Melamedoff (22), who was

born in Buenos Aires, Argentina and
moved to Winnipeg at the age of
eight, is this year’s  Youth
Parliament Premier.

“For any young Jewish person in
Manitoba, I implore you to consider
joining Youth Parliament,” said
Melamedoff. “I’ve met an incredibly

diverse group of people through this organization that I never
would have encountered otherwise.”

Melamedoff attended Gray Academy of Jewish Education
(GAJE) in his elementary and high school years, and later stud-
ied political science and economics at the University of
Winnipeg (U of W), graduating with the Gold Medal in polit-
ical science.

“I’ve learned a lot of things [through Youth Parliament], but, mainly, I’ve
learned just how narrow my own experiences are,” said Melamedoff. “The
Jewish community, through Gray Academy and the Jewish Foundation, has
been instrumental to my academic and professional development. But, it’s
also crucial to remember that there is a limit to how much we can learn
without a deep connection with people who have different life experiences
than us.

“In Youth Parliament, you’ll find a group of people who are joined only
by their desire to share their ideas and experiences, and give others the
opportunity to do the same. There is no better formula for a healthy com-
munity than that.”

Youth Parliament of Manitoba (YPM) is an incorporated non-profit enti-
ty run entirely by youth, for youth. Established in 1922, it is the longest
consecutive running model Parliament in Western Canada. Its mission is to
facilitate youth civic engagement and community involvement.

Each year, members of YPM spend five days at the Legislative Assembly
of Manitoba, sitting in the seats of legislators during the Legislative
Assembly’s winter break, debating issues that are important to young
Manitobans.

It’s an opportunity for young people to voice their opinions and engage

with the perspectives of others, as well as a unique
opportunity to meet with current and former politi-
cians and learn about the inner workings of our demo-
cratic institutions.

Melamedoff recently finished a Master’s of Arts in
Philosophy at the University of Toronto (U of T). He
is now back in Winnipeg and is working full-time as
the Corporate Culture Coordinator for HSA Design, a
local interior design firm.

“I hope to go back to school in September 2018 for
either a PhD in philosophy or a joint degree in phi-
losophy and law,” said Melamedoff. “My profession-
al aspiration is to work as a professor of philosophy.”

Melamedoff joined YPM in December 2012, when
he was 18-years-old, urged by some friends he met
through GAJE high school debating. “At the time, I

was a little skeptical,” recalled Melamedoff. “But, I’ve since gained a
tremendous appreciation for how liberating it is to speak your mind when
you’re among people who respect you…and who are not simply listening
to you because they want to win a debate or get better grades.

“My involvement with Youth Parliament has been a profoundly transfor-
mative experience. Not a lot of people can say they have served as Chief
Financial Officer of a century old non-profit by the time they are 22-years-
old.”

Melamedoff was first elected to the YPM board in 2015, to serve as the
Deputy Speaker/Chief Financial Officer. In 2016, he served as the Deputy
Premier/Vice-Chairperson, and was elected last year as
Premier/Chairperson.

“I have taken strides in my time on the board of YPM to help make our
organization more accessible and help us take on a stronger role in the com-
munity,” said Melamedoff.

“Last year, I oversaw the development of our Reconciliation Fund. This
fundraising project is aimed at providing financial assistance to Indigenous
young Manitobans who may not have the means or expertise to feel com-
fortable participating in our organization. We sponsor their registration
fees, pay for their travel costs if they come from a rural community, and
provide them with formal clothing that they can keep after the event is
over.”

Melamedoff is a big believer in the incredible power of interpersonal dia-
logue. Whether in his role as Premier of Youth Parliament or in his future
role as a philosophy professor, Melamedoff plans to help people learn how
to better express their ideas to others.

Youth Parliament’s winter session runs from December 26-to-31st every
year. Anyone, aged 16-20-years-old, can sign up at www.ypmanitoba.ca. 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

ARIEL MELAMEDOFF

most important spy, the final third of the
book deals with what happened to Marwan
following the Yom Kippur War. Rather than
the Egyptians becoming aware that they had

a spy at the very highest level of government, Marwan continued to pursue
his ambitious career, abetted by his connections throughout Egypt’s political
and military hierarchy. Following Sadat’s assassination in 1979, however,
Marwan fell out of favour with Sadat’s successor, Hosni Mubarak, although
he had at one time been a good friend of Mubarak.

Marwan eventually moved to London where he became fabulously
wealthy. In 2002, however, when his role as an agent was first publicly
divulged by Eli Zeira, and later by other Israeli historians, one might have
thought that his life would be in critical danger. Instead of his being regard-
ed as a traitor in Egypt, however, Egyptian authorities promulgated the
notion that, rather than Marwan’s having been a spy for Israel, he had, in
fact, been a double agent, working to sow misinformation within the Israeli
intelligence community. Bar Joseph explains the Egyptians wanting to per-
petuate the myth that Marwan was actually a hero in Egypt for the simple
reason that it is so terribly embarrassing to admit that Israel had a spy at
the very highest levels of the Egyptian government.

In 2007 though, Marwan fell to his death off the balcony of his London
apartment. Did he jump, as the Egyptian press suggested or more likely, as
Bar Joseph posits, was he pushed by Egyptian agents? We will likely never
know the truth and, in the end, it doesn’t really matter. What matters is that
Israel was saved from what might have been a total military disaster by an
Egyptian spy. The repercussions of Israeli Military Intelligence’s failure to
heed Marwan’s warning are still being felt in Israel, as coordination of
intelligence gathering and interpretation has been totally revamped to the
point where the kinds of rivalries that used to exist between Israeli military
intelligence and the Mossad have now been erased – or so we are supposed
to believe.

The Angel - The Egyptian Spy Who Saved Israel is both a spellbinding
book as an espionage thriller, also a thorough examination of the failure of
Israeli military intelligence leading up to the Yom Kippur War. Even if you
aren’t interested in reading the book, you are invited to come down to the
next meeting of the People of the Book Club at the Rady JCC on
November 29 for a discussion of this book - and a lesson in history. 

The Angel
Continued from page 9.


