
Typically
for Tarbut,
the most
p o p u l a r
events fea-
ture music..

This year
has been no
excep t ion ,
with three
concets alto-
gether. 

For the
first time
also, Tarbut
left the
A s p e r
Campus to
stage an
event when
Israeli singer David Broza played to a full house
at the West End Cultural Centre on Sunday,
November 13.
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Official opening of the David and Ruth
Asper Early Learning Centre

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

Although the
David and Ruth

Asper Early Learning Centre has been in
operation for over four months now, it
wasn’t until Tuesday, November 15 that it
actually had an official opening.

With representatives from the Rady
JCC, the Government of Manitoba, and
the City of Winnipeg, along with several
donors who had contributed to the build-
ing of the day care centre on hand,
remarks were kept brief but shockingly,
no refreshments were served. (What kind
of Jewish event was that?) 

I also asked Rady JCC Gayle Waxman
why there was no official ribbon cutting?
She answered quickly that “sharp objects
(such as scissors) were not allowed!” 

In her own remarks Waxman singled out
the contributions of three individuals in
particular to the development of the day care:
Danny Stoller, former president of the Rady
JCC who, Waxman said, was instrumental in
putting the deal together to purchase the for-
mer fire hall on Grosvenor Avenue. “His vision
and passion was key to this success,” she said.

As well, Waxman paid tribute to Elliot
Garfinkel, current president of the Rady JCC,

who was tireless in taking over from Stoller,
Waxman said; and Elonora Caparolini, Child
Care Director for both the new day care and
the existing Kaufman Child Care Centre at the
Asper Campus, who also played a leading roll
in designing the new day care.

Jewish physicians present second evening of vignettes
By BERNIE BELLAN

Following upon the very success-
ful initial program about the histo-
ry of Jewish physicians in
Manitoba, which was held June 9,
the organizers of the project “A
Century of Jewish Physicians” held
their second program on Thursday,
November 10.

As was the case with the June
program, the evening was divided
into several segments. Host Dr. Ted
Lyons began by reviewing what
has occurred to date. Lyons
explained that the idea for compil-
ing a history of Manitoba Jewish
physicians came about as a result of
a conversation that Dr. Nathan
Wiseman had with long-time
Jewish Heritage Centre member
Abe Anhang in Florida last winter,
Lyons also said that the historical
record shows that the very first
Jewish physician in Manitoba came
here in 1878, and was soon fol-
lowed by many others.

Looking out at the sea of faces in
the Berney Theatre who were in
attendance, many of whom were
physicians of a certain “vintage”,
Lyons suggested that “some of the originals
are in the audience tonight”.

Lyons went on to explain that one of the
principal goals of the project is to produce a
history of Manitoba Jewish physicians – in
“both an electronic and print version.”

University of Manitoba Medical School
archivist Jordan Bass gave an update on the
database of Jewish doctors that is being com-
piled. The website – medheritagelib.umanito-
ba.ca - was launched in May and now has the
names of 522 individual doctors on it. Of those
522, 123 are complete with photos and pro-
files. Anyone can access the site and individu-
als who might have information about the 399

doctors whose
profiles are incomplete are invited to add to the
missing information.

In answer to a question that was shouted out
from an audience member as to who was eligi-
ble to be included in the database, Ted Lyons
answered that “people who had practiced here
for at least five years” are eligible for inclu-
sion. He added though that “people who did
leave but who did make major contributions to
health care will also be included.”

The next segment of the evening saw Dr.
David Brodovsky give a talk on “immigrant
Jewish physicians”. Often spicing his talk with

(l-r): JOHN ORLIKOW, City Councillor for
River Heights; Hon SCOTT FIELDING,
Manitoba Minister of Families; GAYLE WAX-
MAN, Executive Director, Rady JCC; ELLIOT
GARFINKEL, President, Rady JCC; DAVID
and RUTH ASPER

Tarbut concerts 
pack ‘em in

DR. TED LYONS
program M.C.

DR. DAVID
BRODOVSKY

spoke about 
immigrant Jewish doctors

EVA WISEMAN
spoke about quota

system in medical school 

DR. ARNOLD
NAIMARK

spoke about contributions
of Jews to respirology

Continued on next page.

Continued on page 6. See “Learning
Centre”.

Saturday, November 12, David Buchbinder’s
Odessa/Havana: Roots, at the Berney Theatre

Keith Levit photo

Sunday, November 13, David
Broza, at the West End
Cultural Centre

Keith Levit photo
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A history of the quota system at the University of Manitoba medical school
By BERNIE BELLAN

As part of the program looking at the history
of Jewish physicians in Manitoba, well-known
novelist Eva Wiseman gave a fascinating pre-
sentation on the quota system that was intro-
duced by the former dean of the University of
Manitoba medical school, Alvin Mathers, in
1932, and which was kept in place until 1945.

Wiseman, who has been chosen to write the
history of Jewish physicians in Manitoba, came
equipped with some formidable research mate-
rials, including charts showing how many
Jewish students had been admitted to the med-
ical school here prior to 1932 and the drastic
reduction that followed the introduction of quo-
tas in 1932 (although a formal quota was not
introduced until 1933).

Wiseman began her talk by noting that Jews had
been excluded from many areas of professional
practice before 1932. “There were no Jewish
judges or school principals” and it was “very dif-
ficult to get internships” in hospitals even though there were many Jewish
graduates of the medical school. 

“If you were an applicant (to medical school) you had to write your racial
origin, your religion, and the occupation of your parents,” Wiseman noted.

Still, medicine had long been an area in which Jews had been welcomed,
even at times when they were excluded from so many other occupations, in
both the Christian and Muslim worlds.

Formal restrictions began in 1933 when, Wiseman explained, “Dean
Mathers approached a rabbi at the Shaarey Zedek, Rabbi Solomon Frank,
and said to him and the congregation that ‘if the Jews agree not to storm
the medical school, he will guarantee a place for 10 Jewish students in
every first year medical school class’.

“This suggestion was accepted by Rabbi Frank and his confreres. It’s
kind of uncomfortable to contemplate that the quota system – the numerus
clausus (“closed number” in Latin) was agreed to by the Jewish communi-
ty of Manitoba. However, anti-Semitism in the 1930s was so rife that the
offer Dean Mathers made might have seemed very generous to him. During
this era almost all medical schools in Canada and the United States dis-
criminated against Jewish students.”

“It didn’t take long for Dean Mathers to break his word,” Wiseman noted,
“and accept less than 10 students. From 1937 onward there were on average
only five Jewish students” accepted into each first year medical school class.

“Everybody knew about the numerus clausus, but no one knew what to
do about it. There was nothing in writing.”

Wiseman recounted a conversation she had with Dr. Leon Rubin, who grad-
uated from Medicine in 1945. He told her that Jewish students just kept quiet. 

“It wasn’t like today when you can speak to the media when something
is wrong,” Dr. Rubin told her. “In those days you just kept quiet and tried
to get your degree. When you were a medical student and anti-Semitism
was rife, you just minded your own business.”

Wiseman also told the story of Sam Bellan (my late uncle), who applied
to enter medical school during the 1930s. Mathers “happened to be the cap-
tain of the rifle squad reserve unit which young Sam Bellan joined. Sam
happened also to be an outstanding marksman. Dr. Mathers said to him,
‘Bellan, I’ll let you in – even though you’re a Jew.’ ”

“When questioned later on whether his marksmanship was the reason he
was accepted into medical school, Dr. Bellan chuckled and said, ‘It sure
didn’t hurt!’”

The story of Monty Halparin (a.k.a. Monty Hall) is also typical of Jewish
students of that era. “An outstanding student, Monty applied to medical
school twice” (and was rejected both times).

Finally, Wiseman told the audience, in 1943 a group of young Zionist stu-
dents in an organization known as “Avukah” (torch in Hebrew) formed a

fact-finding commit-
tee. “The aim of this
committee was to
prove that there was
a numerus clausus –
a quota system – that
students were
accepted to the med-
ical school on the
basis of race, and not
merit, and to do
away with it.”

The late Dr. Percy
Barsky was the first
president of the
Avukah fact-finding
c o m m i t t e e .
Unfortunately, he
didn’t get very far in
his investigation,
Wiseman said.

“People were afraid to come forward.
Medical students were afraid of Dean Mathers, interns were afraid for their
positions, and Jewish doctors were afraid of being blacklisted.”

“In 1943 a young Jewish man in Toronto named Shlomo Mitchell (later
Shlomo Ben Adam) graduated with a degree in mathematics and was
offered a job at the University of Manitoba. He became a lecturer there.
The Avukah fact-finding committee asked Shlomo to become its president
and he accepted.

“He and the members of his committee recorded the names and marks of
over 1500 students who graduated from the University of Manitoba med-
ical school from 1926-1943. The names and marks of unsuccessful appli-
cants were also recorded; 50 such students gave Mitchell their data. He also
recorded the names and marks of students who failed and were still admit-
ted to medical school.

“The results of the investigation were shocking, but not unexpected.”
Wiseman went on to detail how students from preferred groups, i.e.

Anglo Saxons, French Canadians, and Icelanders, were all able to obtain
entry into the medical school with much lower qualifications than students
from such other groups as Jews and Eastern Europeans.

In time the Avukah committee decided to make an appearance before a
committee of the Manitoba Legislature. Respected lawyer Hyman Sokolov
represented them; however, neither B’nai Brith nor the Canadian Jewish
Congress supported Avukah’s pressing forward. According to Wiseman,
“they thought Avukah had no chance.”

In 1945, Sokolov appeared before the Education Committee of the
Legislature and argued that “the University of Manitoba couldn’t discrimi-
nate against any student because the university was funded by public taxes.”

Although Dean Mathers was present for Sokolov’s testimony, he still
continued to insist that a quota system was necessary, otherwise the “uni-
versity would become Jewish.” Also present at the committee hearings
though was the Chair of the university’s Board of Governors, Judge
Andrew Dysart. 

The Board of Governors voted to end all discriminatory practices in
accepting students into the medical school. From that point on acceptance
into the school was to be based entirely on merit.

In the fall of 1945 36% of the incoming first year medical school class

Dean ALVIN
MATHERS

brought in quota on
number of Jewish
students to be
allowed into medical
school.

DR. PERCY
BARSKY

led the committee
that produced evi-
dence that Jews were
being discriminated
against.

humour, Brodovsky divided his
presentation into areas of geo-

graphic origin. The first Jewish physicians in Manitoba came from the
United Kingdom, Brodovsky explained. Later many other physicians
who were unhappy with Britain’s National Health Service formed a sec-
ond cadre of doctors to arrive here.

Other areas that have been prime sources of Jewish physicians have
included countries in Eastern Europe, including the former U.S.S.R.,
Czechoslovakia, Poland, and Hungary; Anglophone countries: Australia
(one doctor), and the U.S.; Egypt (one); and many doctors from South
Africa, Israel, and South America (primarily Argentina).

Other segments of the program included Eva Wiseman’s history of the
quota system on Jewish students in the medical school here that began in
1931 and which led to the rapid diminution in the number of Jewish doc-
tors in the 1930s in Manitoba. 

The final portion of the evening was given over to Dr. Arnold Naimark
who spoke about “Polio, Intensive Care and More: Contributions of
Jewish Physicians to the Development of Respiratory Medicine.”

Continued from previous page.

Number of students admitted to first year in the 
Medical College classified as Jews and non-Jews

Year Jews Non-Jews Total
1927 18 43 61
1928 12 48 60
1929 15 55 70
1930 27 36 63
1931 20 44 64
1932 7 44 51
1933 10 42 52
1934 9 44 53
1935 10 36 46
1936 9 47 56
1937 6 51 57
1938 7 47 54
1939 4 47 54
1940 5 46 51
1941 4 52 56
1942 4 49 53
1943 5 49 54

HYMAN
SOKOLOV

lawyer who made the
case before a
Manitoba legislative
committee that the
medical school dis-
criminated against
Jews.



Two leading Jewish journalists engage one another in lively dialogue at Tarbut
By BERNIE BELLAN

For a full two hours members of the audience
who were in attendance at the Tarbut program
on Wednesday, November 16, were treated to a
display of two prominent American Jewish
journalist engaging in a civilized conversation
about some of the most important issues central
to Jewish life, even though they were often in
major disagreement one with the other.

The event was billed as “A Conversation on
Israel” and it featured two of America’s leading
editors of Jewish publications: Jonathan Tobin,
editor of Commentary magazine; and J.J.
Goldberg, editor of The Forward. 

With Howard Morry serving as moderator,
Tobin and Goldberg engaged in a fast-paced
discussion of issues surrounding Israel. The recent election of Donald
Trump to the presidency of the United States cast a giant shadow over
much of the ensuing discussion, as both men made frequent reference to the
fact that so much of what had been accepted as standard thinking on the
U.S. – Israel relationship is now totally up for question.

Morry, in fact, led off the evening by asking, “What should we expect
from the Trump administration” with regard to U.S. policy toward Israel?

Goldberg answered first, saying that the “Trump campaign was based
mostly on personal grievances that Trump held against people he
knew…We just don’t know what’s coming,” he suggested.

He noted, however, the similarity to the situation eight years ago when
both Barack Obama and Benjamin Netanyahu were also newly elected as
leaders of the governments of their respective countries. “They both want-
ed to move their administrations in different directions than their predeces-
sors,” he said.

Shortly after taking office, Goldberg noted, Obama reached out to the
Arab world, hoping to effect a major shift in American policy toward the
Middle East. Subsequently, relations between Obama and Netanyahu
soured and remained dismal throughout Obama’s two terms in office.

“Hopefully, we can get a reset with Trump and
Netanyahu,” Goldberg said.

When asked by Morry whether there is any
possibility of the “value system of American
Jews” being “reconciled” with Trump’s value
system, Goldberg answered: “That going to be
difficult. There is alarm on the street over the
right wing turn the Trump administration
appears to be taking.”

However, Goldberg cautioned that “a lot of
American Jews are jumping to conclusions
about Trump,” well before we know what shape
his administration will take.”

Tobin added though that “we have no idea
what Donald Trump will be like.” As far as Jews
being able to work with a Trump administration
goes, he noted that “Jews can make friends and
work with people on issues on which they
agree”, even if there is not much else they may
have in common. He cited the instance of
Evangelical Christians’ support for Israel as an
example.

As far as the “Breitbart“ website (which was
run by Trump’s new chief adviser, Steve
Bannon) goes, Tobin said, “Breitbart, for all its
faults, is not anti-Israel, it’s pro-Israel.”Still,
Tobin noted, Trump’s policies in so many areas,
were “contradictory”. He mentioned Trump
wanting to get “tough on Iran”, yet improve rela-
tions with Russia. How, then, could Trump rec-
oncile the Iran-Russia-Syria axis, he wondered?

“However,” Tobin remarked, “if Trump is
going to go to Washington and overturn the
‘applecart’, there’s one particular applecart he
can overturn: The State Department myth that
Israel needs to be saved from itself.”

Yet, “if Trump is going to say, “It’s time to tell
the Palestinians to make peace,” Tobin warned,
and think that making peace between Israel and
the Palestinians is just another “real estate deal,
he’ll go down in flames.”

Goldberg noted that Netanyahu only received
27% of the votes cast in the last Israeli election
– hardly a resounding mandate to continue pur-
suing the policies he has pursued to date. As far

as “saving Israel from itself,” he suggested, that
might be an apt description if “Diaspora Jews’
mission is to protect Israel from international
pressure.”

Following up on that point, Morry asked both
men to respond to the question, “What role does
international pressure play in the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict? Can Israel stand alone?” he
asked.

Tobin said: “Of course Israel cares what the rest
of the world thinks, but there are times when
Israel can say ‘no’ to world opinion.”

For instance, Tobin said, “When Obama said
‘It’s time for Israel to take risks for peace,’ most
Israelis said: ‘Where have you been?’”

“It’s not Israel that’s refused peace,” Tobin sug-
gested.

“The choice isn’t between the status quo and the nirvana of peace,” Tobin
continued. “It’s between the status quo and potentially something that’s
much worse.”

“Palestinian political culture is inextricably tied up with a rejection of
Israel no matter where its borders are drawn up, “ he added.

At that point Goldberg declared some sharp disagreement, saying that “in
1988 the Palestinian National Council voted to accept the 1948 Partition
Plan… in 1993, as part of the Oslo Accords, Palestinians voted to accept
the 1949 borders.”

“The big turning point,” Goldberg argued, came in 2002, when “Saudi
Arabia led the Arab League into accepting a peace initiative that recog-
nized Israel’s borders,” in return for a full withdrawal to the pre-1967 bor-
ders. (The fly in the ointment, however, was the Saudis’ insistence on a res-
olution of Palestinian refugee claims.) Israel , though, rejected the Saudi
initiative.

“Since then” though, Goldberg noted, “we have seen almost the entire
military staff of the Israel Defence Forces, along with the leaders of the
Mossad and Shin Bet say
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Continued on page 9. See “Journalists”.

Commentary editor JONATHAN TOBIN
(left) with Tarbut program moderator
HOWARD MORRY   Keith Levit photo 



At this point – less than two weeks after the
U.S. presidential election, the last thing you need
to read is someone else weighing in on the terri-
ble dangers of a Trump presidency.

So – rather than attempt to offer yet another
opinion that would essentially be repeating
something else you’ve probably read so many
times somewhere else already, I thought I’d take
a different tack and reflect on a few of the stories

that you can read in this issue.
To start, what Eva Wiseman had to say about the quota system that lim-

ited the number of Jews allowed into the University of Manitoba medical
school from 1931-45 had one aspect that I found absolutely shocking.

Here is part of what Eva told the audience that evening:
“Restrictions (on admitting Jews into medical school) began in 1933

when Dean Mathers approached a rabbi at the Shaarey Zedek, Rabbi
Solomon Frank, and said to him and the congregation that ‘if the Jews
agree not to storm the medical school, he will guarantee a place for 10
Jewish students in every first year medical school class’.

“This suggestion was accepted by Rabbi Frank and his confreres. It’s
kind of uncomfortable to contemplate that the quota system – the numerus
clausus (“closed number” in Latin) was agreed to by the Jewish communi-
ty of Manitoba. However, anti-Semitism in the 1930s was so rife that the
offer Dean Mathers made might have seemed very generous to him. During
this era almost all medical schools in Canada and the United States dis-
criminated against Jewish students.”  (You can read more about Eva
Wiseman’s talk on page 2 of this issue.)

Jews in Winnipeg willingly accepted a quota system that severely
restricted the number of Jewish entrants into medical school! Wiseman
went on to say, during her talk that later, when some Jews were attempting
to challenge that quota system, the Canadian Jewish Congress and B’nai
Brith were not supportive of that challenge going forth! (I don’t like to
overuse exclamation marks, but hearing Eva Wiseman reveal those two
facts came as an absolute shock to me – as I’m sure it did to most others
who were in the audience that night.)

Jews have been among the staunchest supporters of liberal democracy –
and for good reason: It is under liberal democratic forms of governments
that Jews have been allowed to flourish most. Open borders that don’t
restrict immigration based on religion, along with economic and educa-
tional systems that allow for ascension up the ladder based on merit and not
religion are what allowed Jewish communities to thrive in North America
– and in Europe…for a time.

Now, whether it’s in Europe, where right wing parties are ascendant, or
now, as seems to be happening in the United States, the reliance that many
people are putting on strong authority figures to “fix things” is very scary
for many minority groups, Jews among them.

As Jonathan Tobin, the editor of Commentary magazine, noted however,
during his appearance here at Tarbut, Jews often make common cause with
groups with whom they might have little in common, such as Evangelical

Christians when it comes
to supporting Israel. 

But, many right wing
parties in Europe also
express a somewhat quali-
fied support for Israel,
seeing Israel as a bulwark
in the fight against an
even greater threat:
Islamism. The notion that
Jews can make tactical
alliances with groups that
might otherwise seem
repugnant to us is danger-
ous. 

Elsewhere in this issue
we have a piece about an
interview I conducted
with  Russian-Israeli jour-
nalist Lia Tarachansky,
who has produced a film
that examines the failure
of Israeli society to own
up to the expulsions and
sometime the massacres
of Palestinians during the
1948 war. (You can read
about my interview with
her on page 15.)

I asked Lia why it is the

case  that so many Russian Israelis are more hateful toward Palestinians
than longtime Israelis. Lia observed that the vast majority of Jews who left
the former U.S.S.R.  had experienced bitter anti-Semitism, but they didn’t
really have any attachment to Israel – a country about which they knew
very little.

In fact, Lia said, the majority of Russians were really wanting to go to
North America, not Israel, when they left Russia, but the Israeli govern-
ment managed to persuade the governments of Italy and Romania, which
is where most Russians were in transit when they were allowed to leave
Russia, to send those immigrants to Israel.

Upon their arrival in Israel, she continued, the Russian Jews really had no
preconceptions about Palestinians  - about whom they knew very little, if
anything at all. But, the Israeli government taught them that they were
exchanging one group of anti-Semites for a totally new group – in this case,
Arabs. That is why some of the army units that behave most violently
toward Palestinians are made up mostly of Russian Israelis, Lia noted. 

I’ve been continuing to probe the fascinating phenomenon of the ongo-
ing large-scale movement of Russian Israelis to Winnipeg. As I talk to more
and more former Russian Israelis, I usually ask them  the question: “Why
did you leave Israel?”

The answer is almost always that they were tired of living in insecurity
and they didn’t want their children to have to go into the army. Of course,
there is the economic aspect too, as in wanting to improve their lives mate-
rially, but when I’m told, as I have been repeatedly, that so many Russian
Israelis made a good profit selling their homes in Israel to the point that
they were able to come here and purchase a home almost immediately upon
their arrival, I have to wonder how important the lure of an improved eco-
nomic situation was, in comparison with the fatigue over the constant threat
of yet another war with Hamas, for instance.

At the same time though, as I meet and hear about more and more of
these newcomers to Winnipeg, I have a tremendous admiration for their
capabilities and what they have to offer our community. It’s been a recur-
rent theme in this paper of late though to wonder how Russian Israelis
might feel more a part of the Jewish community in Winnipeg.

My sense is that many Russian Israelis are only too glad to participate in
areas of life in which they feel comfortable, such as various programs that
the Rady JCC puts on from time to time, but they have almost no interest
in attending synagogue. With their rich educational and cultural back-
grounds, however, there is much that the Russian Israeli community has to
offer the established Jewish community here. That is why we’ve been
offering profiles of newcomers on a regular basis in this paper - to let long-
time residents of the community know just what a tremendous contribution
newcomers are making. 

Whether that will lead to a stronger Winnipeg Jewish community in the
long run is hard to say. There is enough of a critical mass of Russian Israelis
here now that they have been able to create their own organizational infra-
structure completely apart from the mainstream Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity’s. Further, in an age of social media, the absolutely pivotal role that
Facebook plays in binding the Russian Israeli community together here
cannot be overestimated.

As you can see in this particular issue though, we’re trying something
different in an attempt to reach out to Russian speaking newcomers to our
community: We’re reintroducing a Russian column (something we used to
have many years ago), but this time with a major difference: side by side
with the Russian column, we’ll have an English translation of that column.
This week the column is about a chess club for youngsters that has pro-
duced some terrific chess players. (You can see both columns on page 21 .)

I’ve invited several Russian-speaking individuals to write columns for us
in an attempt to show what life is like for Russian Israelis here  - and what
their concerns are.  I’ve also begun posting the same articles that appear in
Russian (with English translations) on our website as well. Each time I do
that I will also have a mention of those articles  on some of the Facebook
pages popular among Russian Israelis here.

To return to my original point about Donald Trump and my not wanting
to dwell upon the significance of his election, again I was inspired by
something Jonathan Tobin had to say when he spoke at Tarbut. Why did
Tobin and J.J. Goldberg want to engage in what was a very civil dialogue
about issues over which they often had fundamental disagreements?
Because, as Tobin noted, one of the salutary lessons of the most recent
presidential election is that we had two sides shouting over one another, not
even attempting to understand what the other side’s concerns were.

We don’t have anything quite like that in Winnipeg within our Jewish
community, but with the total dominance of social media in the lives of so
many individuals, we do have a situation where groups of individuals that
have only the name “Jew” in common, can remain almost totally oblivious
of one another’s concerns. Even if the name “Trump” and the word “dia-
logue” might be oxymoronic, trying to understand someone whose inter-
ests might be radically different from yours is the only path I would want
to take.
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Parliament passes anti-Islamophobia resolution
By MYRON LOVE 

“Islamophobia” is a subject that I have commented on before. Contrary to
what some readers may believe, “Islamophobia” is not about prejudice
against Muslims. The term was introduced about ten years ago by the
Organization of Islamic Countries with the express goal of shutting down
any criticism of Islam (even criticism enunciated by practicing Muslims).

At the time, I didn’t believe that a concept that is clearly opposed to the
Western World’s value of freedom of speech would ever fly. After all,
Christians don’t enjoy such a protection from caricature and criticism so
why should Islam?

I was wrong.
The latest entity to jump on the “Islamophobia” bandwagon is none other

than our House of Commons in Ottawa. On October 26, Parliament unani-
mously passed a non-binding anti-Islamophobia motion in response to a
petition initiated by one Samer Majzoub, president of the Canadian Muslim
Forum. The petition had almost 70,000 signatures.

The petition begins by stating that “recently an “infinitesimally small
number” of extremist individuals have conducted terrorist activities while
claiming to speak for the religion of Islam”. If the number of Islamic extrem-
ists acting in the name of Islam is so “infinitesimally small”, how was it pos-
sible for the Islamic State to conquer such a large chunk of Iraq and Syria
and rule over millions of people? Or how was Boko Haram able to conquer
a large part of northeastern Nigeria and murder tens of thousands of people
in Nigeria and neigbouring countries? How does the Al Shabaab in Somalia
continue to cause mayhem in Somalia and Kenya?

There is a website entitled “The Religion of Peace”, which daily lists mur-
ders and atrocities carried out by people worldwide in the name of Islam.
“Islamophobia” literally means fear of Islam. It would seem, based on the
carnage that Islamic extremists are carrying out in the above-named regions
that Muslims should be the people who should have the greatest fear of
extremist Islam.

The petitioners add that “these violent individuals do not reflect in any
way the values or the teachings of the religion of Islam. In fact, they mis-
represent the religion.”

Who defines what is the “real” Islam? What do Canada’s Parliamentarians
know about what is the “real” Islam? Certainly, those “violent individuals”
do not represent peaceful Sufi and Ahmadi variants of Islam. In fact, just a
couple of weeks ago, Islamic extremists exploded a bomb at a gathering of
Sufis in Baluchistan in southern Pakistan, killing 43 people and wounding
over 100. Obviously, the presumably Sunni Moslem terrorists who carried
out the attack do not believe that Sufis are the right kind of Muslims.

Is it “Islamophobia” to point out a report in Lt. Col. (ret.) Jonathan D.
Halevi’s CIJnews highlighting a range of Islamic literature that has been dis-
played over the years at Toronto’s Dundas by the Walk-In Islamic Centre? A

sampling of Islamic belief as evidenced by the literature:
• Homosexuality is a major sin
• ‘Liberated’ Western women… are trapped in a form of slavery
• Polygamy is permitted in certain conditions
• A wife must obey the “commands” of her husband
• Wife beating is permissible in certain conditions (“Submissive or

subdued women… may even enjoy being beaten”)
• Muslims have a duty to spread the message of Islam in society
• Prayers to Allah to give Muslims victory over the disbelievers
• Non-Muslims of an Islamic State have to pay the jizya (poll-tax) tax
• Punishment of flogging for public intoxication and traffickers
• Punishment of stoning to death for married adulterers
• Punishments of amputation (hand and leg), crucifixion and execu-

tion in serious crimes
• Punishment of cutting off the hand for the thief
• Punishment of execution for apostates
• Possession of slaves is permissible in

certain conditions.

Ads should post end times for events
Dear Bernie:
I realize you cannot “edit” advertisements, but when you accept an ad

for a film festival or even a concert, please demand a starting time, and
an END time as well. For many seniors (as well as many handicapped
people) who are dependent on Handi-Transit, we must give a starting
time PLUS an approximate END time for the movie or/and concert. I
refer to the Tarbut Film Festival, where their ad gives the starting time
of these concerts but no approximate end time. Surely for films, the
sponsors of these films should request the end times of the films so that
we Handi-Transit users can arrange for a pick-up end time to be picked
up from the venue.

For future concerts and films that are advertised in The Jewish Post
& News, please print this vital information in The Jewish Post & News.
Roslyn Silver

To Bill Marantz: Read the law!
Pursuant to the letter to the editor in the Nov. 9 issue of The Jewish

Post & News, “Stomped by the cash cow – Kangaroo Traffic Court”,
written by Bill Marantz:

With regard to the argument that electronic devices do not constitute
“evidence…”, well – as a former Provincial Court Judge and lawyer,
you might want to actually read Manitoba’s Highway Traffic Act and
regulations, which allow documentary evidence.

Your “rubber stamp” guilty verdict comment is ridiculous. The law is
set out in the Act, which the Justice of the Peace followed.

Also, with regard to your comment about having to wait 18 months
for a trial – no one stopped you from filing a delay motion.

Your legal opinion is just that: your opinion – not the law.
If you are not happy with the legislation, write a letter to your MLA.
It’s simple: If you don’t speed, then there is no fine to pay.

Name withheld by request

LETTERS

Jewish, pro-Israel groups slam McGill U 
paper for banning Zionist op-eds

(JTA) – Jewish and pro-Israel groups slammed a McGill University
independent student newspaper for its announcement that it does not pub-
lish articles that “promote a Zionist worldview.”

The McGill Daily published a statement last week about its ban in
response to an anti-Semitism complaint by members of the Montreal uni-
versity’s Jewish community.

“[U]pon reviewing this complaint, we found that it largely rested on the
conflation of anti-Zionism and anti-Semitism, which we understand to be
distinct from one another,” the McGill Daily statement read. “The Daily
maintains an editorial line of not publishing pieces which promote a
Zionist worldview, or any other ideology which we consider to be
oppressive.”

The statement acknowledged that there were no Jewish members on its
editorial board while adding “the broader Daily community contains
Jewish voices.”

The pro-Israel media group Honest Reporting condemned the McGill
Daily statement.

“The McGill Daily’s refusal to give a platform to pro-Zionist commen-
taries has racist dimensions and xenophobic overtones as the viewpoints
of Jewish students, many in the Montreal Jewish community and sup-
porters of Israel (avowed Zionists) are deemed persona non grata,”
Executive Director Mike Fegelman said in a statement issued last week.

The McGill Hillel also slammed the newspaper’s position, calling it “an
egregious violation of the most fundamental journalistic ethics of
truth/accuracy, independence, fairness/impartiality, humanity, and
accountability” in a message published on its Facebook page.

The McGill Daily statement did not mention any complainants by
name. The Canadian Jewish News reported that McGill student Molly
Harris had made a complaint in which she alleged that one of the news-
paper’s writers had shared “a set of virulently anti-Semitic tweets” and
that pro-Israel opinions were prevented from being heard at the newspa-
per due to a “culture of anti-Semitism.”

Zionist Organization of America 
loves Steve Bannon

To the editor:
Somehow the Zionist Organization of America loves Steve Bannon

and his appointment as President Trump’s senior counsellor and chief
strategist. The Anti-Defamation League of B’nai Brith USA has right-
ly slammed the appointment of Bannon and I for one applaud this
move. anti-Semitic, racist, sexist and anti-gay slanders don’t seem to
carry much weight for the ZOA as they abandon the fight against anti-
Semitism and embrace the alt right.

It becomes clearer all the time that many leading ‘Jewish’ organiza-
tions don’t really care about Jews at all (hence their acceptance of anti-
Semitic allies or at least allies who provide cover for anti-Semites) and
are concerned solely with Israel. Among individuals, Dershowitz is a
good example: he calls Obama, Carter, and Jewish critics of Israel
‘anti-Semites’ ... and then advises others to be ‘careful’ about labelling
people like Bannon because they support Israel.

It’s up to us, as Jews, to oppose the outrageous policies of Trump and
his accomplices, and not allow support for Israel to become a cover for
anti-Semites. If we don’t then we fall into the trap of encouraging anti-
Semitism under the guise of supporting Israel.
David Weller
JP&N subscriber
(To read what the Zionist Organization of America has to say about
Steve Bannon and Breitbart, turn to page 16.)

(Continued on next
page. See “Comment”.)
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Volunteers add to the quality of life for Simkin Centre residents 
Over the past 18 months, Abe the

Music Man has become a welcome
visitor at the Simkin Centre. Once a
month, Abe Globerman comes with a
load of CDs and plays them for
Simkin Centre residents in two half
hour segments – one half hour for
Simkin Wing residents and the other
half hour for Weinberg residents.

The 84-year-old retired business-
man (he will be 85 in December) began visiting the Simkin
Centre two years ago when his wife, Una, became a resident at
the largely Jewish nursing home. He originally brought his CDs
to play for Una for a couple of hours a day in the late after-
noons.

Globerman’s play list is from his own collection of 60-70
CDs – and the music is wide ranging - from ABBA to Whitney
Houston and everything in between, spanning all genres and
eras.

“Eighteen tracks are the maximum number of CDs I will play
at a session,” he says. “There are attention span issues. The people seem to
like the music.”

He adds that the staff has been very co-operative. “I have very good rela-
tions with all five recreational staff,” he says. 

Abe the Music Man’s next session is scheduled for November 24 and he
is planning an afternoon of Chanukah songs in late December.

Dave Diamond is another volunteer who brings music to the Simkin
Centre. For over 20 years, Diamond has been entertaining Simkin Centre
residents (and Sharon Home residents previously) with a medley of songs
in Yiddish and from the Great American Songbook. Diamond, accompa-
nied by Dorothy Kotler on piano, comes in every Wednesday and every
second Tuesday to entertain. 

Kotler began volunteering at the centre a couple of years ago. “I had
been volunteering my time as a pianist in elementary schools,” says the
retired pre-school teacher, “but, because of some hearing loss, I was find-
ing the schools had become too noisy. I was looking for a quieter place to
contribute. I was introduced to Dave Diamond last March.” 

On Tuesdays, Diamond and Kotler put on 45-minute performances. “For
our Tuesday performances, we get up to 50 people,” Diamond says. “On
Wednesdays, we alternate between different floors for residents who can’t
come to the Wednesday concerts.

“The residents seem to enjoy what we do. Many of them sing along to
the songs they remember from their younger days.”

Diamond, Kotler and Globerman are three of the more high profile vol-
unteers whose presence and contributions add to the quality of life for
Simkin Centre residents. Jackie Gonzales, Volunteer and Companion
Coordinator, reports that the Simkin Centre has a roster of about 80-90 vol-
unteers. 

Cindy Greenlay, the nursing home’s manager of Therapeutic Recreation
and Support Services, notes that among the volunteers are students from
the Gray Academy who help residents play bingo, cards and other games.
For Simchat Torah, she says, over 30 Gray Academy students – along with
visiting students from Danciger High School (the Gray Academy’s sister
school) in Kiryat Shemona in northern Israel - came to the Simkin Centre
to celebrate the yom tov with residents.

The students also help residents (and staff) with technical support and
skyping.

“We are looking forward to the kids coming for a Chanukah concert,
too,” Greenlay says. “Any time that kids come here, the residents really
perk up.”

Somewhat surprisingly, reports volunteer and companion co-ordinator
Jacqueline Gonzales, many of the volunteers at the Simkin Centre are new
immigrants and they come from a wide variety of backgrounds. “We had a
Muslim who wanted to volunteer but was concerned that his beard would
make some people uncomfortable,” she recalls. “It was no problem.”

She also mentions a Sikh volunteer with a turban. “The turban was not
an issue here,” she says.

Then there was the immigrant from Croatia who learned Yiddish through
volunteering at the Simkin centre.

Since Gonzales joined the Simkin staff as volunteer co-ordinator about
a year ago, she has been advertising for volunteers on Kijiji, through the
Volunteer Manitoba posting and through the New Journey Housing
Resource Centre for new immigrants to our city. The Centre’s web site
(www.simkincentre.ca) has a page designated specifically for volunteer
opportunities and there you will find a link to apply to be a volunteer, see
volunteer opportunities and sign up for an orientation date.

Says Greenlay, “Having newly arrived immigrants helping our residents
also benefits the immigrants. Our residents can help the immigrants learn
English and adjust to life in Canada. The relationships help build self-
esteem among the residents.”

Gonzales adds that the volunteers themselves play an important role in
recruiting other volunteers through word of mouth.

Gonzales notes that
new volunteers at the centre have to go through a training program. “They
have to learn about kashrut, the importance of hand hygiene, fire safety,
how to operate wheelchairs and feeding and swallowing,” she says.

“Many of our residents have swallowing problems,” Greenlay points
out. “Those residents have to be fed with teaspoons, never table spoons. It’s
all about safety.”

Greenlay and Gonzales invite readers who might want to consider vol-
unteering at the Simkin Centre to contact Gonzales at volunteerser-
vices@simkincenter.ca, visit the website at www.simkincentre.ca or phone
# 204-589-9008.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

ABE  GLOBERMAN 
(Abe the Music Man) 

(l-r): CINDY GREENLAY, the Simkin
Centre’s manager of Therapeutic Recreation
and Support Services, and JACKIE
GONZALES, Volunteer and Companion
Coordinator. 

Scott Fielding, Minister of
Families in the provincial gov-
ernment noted that the govern-
ment is “putting $163 million

into new child care spaces”…describing that as “public good for public
good”.

Fielding paid tribute to his former colleague at City Hall, Councillor
John Orlikow, who was also in attendance, and who, Fielding remarked,
had also played a pivotal role in seeing the former vacant fire hall at 1710
Grosvenor Avenue put to good use. “The fire hall sat empty,” Fielding
noted. “The building has now been transformed into an incredible beacon
for the neighbourhood.”

David Asper picked up on that theme of neighbourhood revitalization.
He told the story of running into someone who remarked to Asper: “You
won’t remember me, but I just want to tell you that I live near the new
day care and I want to let you know what a great addition it is to the
neighbourhood.”

Then, after Asper told the fellow he appreciated his remarks, he asked
him who he was. The fellow said that he used to be the attendant at the
Remand Centre who would let Asper in to see his clients who were in the
lock-up – back when Asper was a young lawyer specializing in criminal
law.

With the addition of the 48 new spaces at the David and Ruth Asper
Early Learning Centre, the total number of day care spaces now licensed
to the Rady JCC now comes to over 150. 

In addition, the Rady JCC provides before and after care for children in
kindergarten – Grade 6 at the Gray Academy,  Brock Corydon School stu-
dents.

Learning Centre
Continued from page 1.

Are these the views of a few
Islamic extremists or mainstream
Islam? Are these compatible with
Canadian values?

And it begs the question as to how much hatred Muslims face in the
Western world. As Israel-based writer Judith Bergman noted in a commen-
tary on this subject on the Gatestone Institute website a couple of weeks ago
in fact, according to statistics, Jewish Canadians are more than 10 times as
likely to be the victims of a hate crime than Muslim Canadians.

And a writer by the name of Ed Straker, writing for the American Thinker
website on November 15, reported that “the total number of alleged hate
crimes against all Americans was 5,818 in 2015 – of which just 257 were
directed against Muslims. The 257 alleged hate crimes against Muslims was
about 5% of the total. Ninety-five percent of hate crimes were against other
groups, especially Jews.

“The fact is, there are still almost zero “hate crimes” against Muslims in
America,” Straker noted. “America is the most tolerant country in the world.
However, there are hate crimes committed by Muslims against other
Americans, as the victims of the Orlando, San Bernardino and Fort Hood
shootings and the Boston Marathon bombings can attest.”

He adds that American (and Canada) is among the safest places in the
world for Muslims.

Comment
Continued from page 5.



(B’nai Brith) Over the
past few days, Jewish sites
in both Montreal and
Ottawa have been targeted
with an unusually heavy
barrage of antisemitic van-
dalism.

On Monday morning, a
swastika was discovered on
the wall of Hof Kelsten, an
iconic Jewish bakery on
Boulevard Saint-Laurent,
just a block away from the
memorial site for the late
Jewish-Canadian music leg-
end Leonard Cohen.  

Later that evening, a
blood-red swastika accom-
panied by the slur “kike”
was discovered on the win-
dow of a rabbi’s home in
Ottawa.

“We’ve seen the rise of white nationalism in recent years, first in Europe,
and now increasingly in Canada,” said Amanda Hohmann, National
Director of B’nai Brith Canada’s League for Human Rights. “B’nai Brith
has been warning politicians and police departments about increasing anti-
semitic vandalism and violence for years, and it’s time to take serious
action against the perpetrators of these crimes.

“These attacks are a symptom of the larger white nationalist movement
gaining ground and acceptance around the world, and unless we start
upholding the laws
that are supposed to
protect Canadians
from being targeted
by hate crimes, this is
a problem which is
going to get worse
before it gets better.”

The attacks in
Canada come on the
heels of a number of
similar incidents
across the United
States, as well as
London, England,
where vans used by a
Jewish school were
recently defaced by
swastikas. 
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BB Camp launches $6-8 million
capital campaign

By BERNIE BELLAN
B’nai Brith Camp, located on Town Island in Lake of the Woods since

1954, has embarked on the most ambitious capital campaign in the
camp’s history.

At a campaign launch, held Monday, November 14, at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue in the downstairs lounge, various individuals associat-
ed with the camp spoke about the role that BB Camp has played in their
own lives, and their goals for the capital campaign.

Irwin Corobow, Chair of the BB Camp Board, said that “the love and
affection that people have for BB Camp has no bounds.”

Brenda Tessler-Donen, the long-time executive director of the camp,
remarked that “it was never about the buildings at the camp; it was
always about the people.”

She added, however, that many of the buildings on the camp site are in
need of improvement. 

In addition, according to information handed out at the campaign kick-
off, one of the goals of the capital campaign will be to provide funds for
the construction of “new residential and program buildings”.

The catalyst for the idea of initiating a major capital campaign came
with the news two years ago that, after many years of negotiation, BB
Camp had finally secured title to 30 acres of Town Island. 

Previously the camp had rented the land from the Town of Kenora. As
a result of the deal to purchase those 30 acres, BB Camp now has a mort-
gage on the land. 

A further part of the capital campaign will be devoted to retiring that
mortgage.

Tessler-Donen did say that almost $3 million of the $6-8 million that is
the target amount of the campaign has already been raised. Major donors
will be able to have various components of the camp named for them-
selves, up to and including changing the name of the camp (for $1.5 mil-
lion). 

In the hand-out distributed at the capital campaign launch, various sta-
tistics were cited to show how integral Jewish overnight camp is in the
lives of camp alumni. 

Included among those statistics were the following pieces of informa-
tion about the long-term effects of overnight camp years later on former
campers*:

55% are more likely to feel emotionally attached to Israel
45% are more likely to attend synagogue at least once a month
37% are more likely to light candles regularly for Shabbat
30% are more likely to donate to a Jewish federation
26% are more likely to be members of a synagogue
25% are more likely to donate to a Jewish charity
21% are more likely to feel that being Jewish is very important
*Source: Jewishcamp.org
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At the campaign launch, held in the Shaarey Zedek downstairs
lounge, Monday, November 14 (l-r); BB Camp Executive Director
BRENDA TESSLER-DONEN; Capital Campaign co-chairs MUR-
RAY GILFIX and CARRIE SHENKAROW; BB Camp Board
Chair IRWIN COROBOW Manuel F. Sousa photo

Antisemitic Vandals Target Jewish
Sites in Montreal, Ottawa

Ottawa rabbi Anna Maranta found a
swastika and racist slur spray-painted
in red on her front door (Credit:
Facebook)



Being a Mensch or… It Ain’t All Dragon-Slaying
We were driving home from school when one

of my five-year-olds asked, “What does ‘ethical’
mean?” I rushed to use words like values,
morals, derech eretz (the right Jewish way to
behave/good manners) and more. He interrupted
me. “No, Mommy, that isn’t what I meant.
‘Mythical’ is what I meant. What does ‘mythical’
mean?”

Whoosh, I had the wind knocked out of my
sails. I stepped down from the complicated question (again) and into the
land of dragons, monsters, and unicorns instead. Yes, dragons were mythi-
cal and no, dinosaurs are not mythical but real–just extinct.

As I parsed all this, I was also thinking over when I’d misunderstood my
kid in the first place. If you’re consulting a philosophy professor, yes,
ethics are different from morals and values. It’s all different from ‘man-
ners’ or the right way to behave. Yet, on a daily basis, for me, all of this is
jumbled together, because I think a mensch, an upright, well-behaved, eth-
ical person, has to keep all those concepts going at once.

Sometimes, doing the right thing seems both absolutely necessary – and
a total drag. I recently had to “help” two preschool girls who were stand-
ing on the counter of a public washroom. We were in synagogue, and there
were no other adults in sight. I walked in with my kid and had to explain
why they could not be standing on the counter together…and then physi-
cally picked them up and put them on the floor. They insisted that they
knew how to climb up on the counter, that it was ok, and that they would
just climb up again when I left. Oy.

I knew there were quite a few reasons why one should not stand on a
bathroom sink counter, but my kid jumped in to say that they might fall and
crack their heads open. I realized that I had an audience. My kid was upset
that these kids were endangering themselves, and he hadn’t even thought
about whether the counter was built to hold their weight or why there was-
n’t an adult supervising them or…

The short story was that doing the right thing here distracted me from my
child’s bathroom needs. He was anxious, unsettled and unable to wait any
longer. Who got punished for doing the right thing? We did.

Then, a couple days later, I went out to walk my dogs to the park in the
dark - at 7 in the morning. We crossed the street and saw the sidewalk was
covered in glass; somebody had broken into a nearby business. Two glass
doors were shattered – and I couldn’t see the computer, which usually
would sit on the desk inside. So, there was nothing to do but call 911. The
911 dispatch directed me to call the police directly, which put the obliga-

tion back on me. Then I felt like I had to contact the business owners to let
them know as well. The dogs and I postponed the walk…and I felt hungry
(I hadn’t had breakfast) and frustrated. Yet it seemed obvious what I had to
do that, right? You can’t ignore a crime that’s harmed someone else’s liveli-
hood.

Jewish tradition has lots to say about correct behavior, whether it’s
respecting your parents or not stealing or a number of other important com-
mandments. Sometimes, doing the right thing offers a surprising and posi-
tive outcome. In Chayei Sarah, the Torah portion for November 26th,
(Genesis 23:1-25:18), Rebecca draws water for Abraham’s servant, offer-
ing him a drink, watering his camels and offers him a place to stay. The ser-
vant is looking for just this sort of good person, and Rebecca ends up mar-
rying Isaac. In a sense, doing the right thing here – being hospitable and
kind – had a great reward.

However, more often than not, doing the right thing offers no prize.
Sometimes you get a thank you, and sometimes, you know it is just ‘the
right thing to do’ and you just do it. Being a good person, following Jewish
concepts of derech eretz, demands this of us. 

It’s tempting to get swept up in the mythology around great deeds and
great men, dragons and monsters, colossal boasts and threats…and that
may be what elects some politicians to office or saves the princess from the
wicked witch in a fairy tale. Yet, most of us live in a fairly pedestrian every-
day world. That’s ok. It doesn’t mean our actions aren’t important. We
don’t have to become extremely wealthy or huge players on the world stage
to make a difference every day, in the world.

I’m writing this right after the U.S. election–and I’m struck by the ways
in which some people get into positions of power and privilege by not
doing the right thing. However, even if people don’t pat you on the back,
we’ve got to keep doing the right things, the things that matter, even if
there’s absolutely no pot of gold in it for us. Maybe we’ll get our ‘reward’
in the olam ha-bah (the world to come) as some of the rabbis taught. Maybe
we’ll just have to cope with two dogs, a bunch of broken glass, and a bad
start to the morning. In any event, behaving ethically is supposed to be its
own reward, and it’s worth trying to be a good person even if it makes our
own experience less than perfect. Some things aren’t all princesses,
knights, dragons, and mythical Hollywood greatness. That’s ok. Jewish tra-
dition reminds us to be a mensch anyway. 

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
After the disappointing cancellation of Steve

Katz’s appearance at Tarbut on Tuesday, November
15, I’m sure the last thing organizers of this year’s
Tarbut wanted to hear was that yet another program
was in danger of being short-circuited.

Here’s what happened:
The morning of Wednesday, November 16, I

received a surprising phone call shortly after 9 am.
When I answered the phone, I was asked, “Is that

Kinzey?”
“Kinzey?” I said. “Are you looking for Kinzey

Posen?” 
It turns out the voice at the other end belonged to

J.J. Goldberg, editor of the newspaper, The
Forward, and someone who was expected to be in
Winnipeg later that day to participate in a program
as part of Tarbut. (I had spoken with Goldberg a
few weeks back when I was supposed to interview him about his planned
appearance here for Tarbut.  As it turns out, the day that I was supposed to
interview him Goldberg didn’t have time to speak with me that day.  He
asked me for my number though, saying he would call me back a few days
later. When he did call me back though, I told him that it was too late to
interview him for that week’s issue, so I never did end up interviewing
him. Evidently, he had saved the number in his phone, but forgot to whom
it belonged when he phoned me, thinking he was calling Kinzey Posen.)

It turns out though, as Goldberg explained to me, that he was in San
Francisco at the moment, and he didn’t have his passport with him. “Can
I get into Canada without a passport?” he asked me. 

“I don’t know,” I answered. “Why don’t you Google it?” In any event, I
gave him Kinzey’s phone number. (I’m sure Kinzey was overjoyed to
receive Goldberg’s phone call explaining his dilemma.)

In short order though, the brains behind Tarbut did some scrambling and
were able to put together a video feed online that enabled Goldberg to par-
ticipate fully in the program for which he was supposed to have been here

in person. (Evidently it would have been getting
back into the U.S. without a passport that would
have been the problem for Goldberg. Canada
doesn’t require Americans to produce a passport
to get into this country, but the U.S. does, even
for its own citizens. As well, I was told no airline
will allow anyone on to a plane leaving the U.S.
for Canada without a passport.)

So, when members of the audience for the
November 16 program filed into the Berney
Theatre, they were greeted by the site of Jonathan
Tobin, editor of Commentary magazine, and
Howard Morry, who was serving as moderator,
seated on the stage of the theatre, with the enor-
mous visage of J.J. Goldberg, looking like Big
Brother from “1984” looming behind them.

(I was later told by organizers of Tarbut that,
when they were informed of Goldberg not being able to make it here, they
actually thought of two other possibilities: One was to have Jonathan
Tobin present both sides in response to questions from Howard Morry;
Tobin and Goldberg have appeared together so often, the thinking went,
that both knew pretty much what the other was going to say. The second
alternative was to find a replacement for J.J. Goldberg, but that was
scotched as impractical so late in the day.)

No matter – the evening went off without a hitch and, based on the
superb quality of the video and audio feed, I sent emails to certain indi-
viduals within the Jewish Federation and the Rady JCC saying that they
ought to do this more often, i.e. have someone at a remote location engage
in an interactive session with audience members the same way Goldberg
was able to do. (I’ve often lamented the fact that notable Jewish speakers
tend to bypass Winnipeg when they’re visiting Canada. They’ll often stop
in Montreal and Toronto, then fly directly to Vancouver, sometimes stop-
ping in Calgary or Edmonton on the way.)

The visage of Forward editor J.J.
Goldberg, looking like Big Brother from
“1984”, loomed large over the stage as
Commentary editor Jonathan Tobin sat
with Howard Morry. 

Whew - that was close: how the organizers of Tarbut had to scramble to save an event
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that we should accept that initiative.”

Further, Goldberg suggested, “there has
been movement under the table between
Israeli and Saudi operatives.”

“The refusal to accept the Saudi initiative has more to do with the votes
of the settler community” than it does with any strategic importance of
holding on to the territories, Goldberg claimed. “It has very little to do with
defense; it has more to do with theology,” he said.

Morry asked: “If you had to ascribe blame, would you put more blame on
Israel or the Palestinians?”

Goldberg replied: “Israelis always say, ‘This is the final offer,’ but the
Palestinians are very difficult to negotiate with.” Even so, he added, “There
have been negotiations that have come close to the finish line, but were cut
short when the prime minister (of Israel) either was assassinated (i.e.
Rabin) or was defeated in an election (Barak).”

Morry asked about the notion of Israel being a “Jewish state” and
whether that’s something that Palestinians could ever accept?

Tobin suggested that  “the moment Palestinians accept Israel as a ‘Jewish
state’, the war is over.”

The discussion turned to the BDS movement.
Tobin argued that “BDS is anti-Zionism, which is anti-Semitism…It isn’t

about changing Israel’s policies; it’s not a dispute about territory…BDS is
about whether there should be an Israel or not.

“BDS is a direct threat not only to Israel, but to us and our ability to stand
up for Israel,” he added.

“Every generation of Jews is judged not by their neighbours, but by his-
tory. What will history say about us – about a worldwide movement seek-
ing to strangle Israel” – if Diaspora Jews don’t stand up for Israel?” Tobin
asked.

Goldberg responded: “We agree that we have an obligation to defend
Israel when Israel is under attack. If you force me to stand side by side with
my people even though I may disagree with some of them, I will.

But, Goldberg argued, the Israeli government would hold that “all forms
of BDS are anti-Semitic.” BDS though, he suggested, “can also be an
attempt to disagree on the settlements.”

All the same, Goldberg admitted that, even if he can understand some of
the reasoning behind the BDS movement, “still, I won’t participate in it”
because I have family “on the West Bank.”

Tobin countered: “It’s about Israel or no Israel.”

Morry then asked both men whether peaceful co-existence between
Israelis and Palestinians is possible?

Tobin pointed to the experience of Salam Fayyad, the American-educat-
ed former prime minister of the Palestinian Authority. Fayyad was a “tech-
nocrat who wanted to improve things like housing and the sewer system”
for Palestinians, he pointed out.

Instead, he was “shut out by Fatah,” Tobin said, whose leaders were more
interested in diverting billions of dollars into their own pockets. 

The Palestinian leadership, Tobin argued, “by their refusal to take ‘yes’
for an answer have shown they’re not ready for peace.”

Asked by Morry whether he’s an optimist or a pessimist about the
prospects for peace, Tobin answered: “I’m a short-term pessimist, but a
long-term optimist.”

Goldberg said that “I’m an optimist about peace in the sense that I think
things will work out well. I am a pessimist in the sense that I think my opti-
mism is ill-founded.”

Goldberg then went on to describe what he described as the “sense of
‘woundedness’ “Israelis carry around.

He recounted the story of a conversation that once took place between
Abba Eban and former British Labour Party leader Richard Crossman (who
was a strong supporter of Zionism, according to Wikipedia). 

Eban is said to have remarked to Crossman that Israelis are entitled to a
sense of woundedness, to which Crossman is said to have responded: “Yes,
you’re a people with a sense of woundedness, but woundedness with an
atom bomb.”

Goldberg added that he is “hopeful that the two sides will eventually hear
one another.”

Morry’s final question to the two journalists was: “Whose side is time
on?”

Tobin said (referring to both Goldberg and him): “We agree that it’s best
that Israel not rule over a large Arab population.”

Yet, he added that, he gets a “sense from Palestinians that I talk to that
they’re losing. Israel isn’t getting weaker – it’s getting stronger.”

Tobin then described the four different foes that threaten Israel:
• Moderate foes – including Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and the Gulf States
• The radical axis of Iran, Iraq, and Syria
• The Muslim Brotherhood
• Global jihad
Of those foes, “the first three can be dealt with through negotiation and

deterrence,” Tobin observed. “The fourth can’t.”

As far as the Saudis go, Tobin said that “we will not normalize relations
with them until we fix things with the Palestinians.”

He had this comment to make about ISIS: “ISIS has shown that it is a
myth that the Israeli-Palestinian conflict is the source of all the problems in
the Middle East.”

In response to the same question, Goldberg offered a perspective on the
notion that demographics play into the Palestinians’ hands, i.e. with their
birth rate, eventually there would be more Palestinians than Jews in the
area controlled by Israel, including the West Bank. 

Goldberg said that, in fact, the Palestinian birth rate has declined. He sug-
gested, however, that if it were ever the case that a Jewish minority was rul-
ing over a Palestinian majority that would constitute apartheid.

More worrisome than that for Goldberg, however, has been the explosive
growth in the ultra Orthodox Jewish population in Israel.

“Twenty-five percent of First Graders in Israel are ultra Orthodox,”
Goldberg claimed. “That proportion doubles every ten years.” (Ten years
ago, he said, the proportion of ultra Orthodox First Graders was only 12%.)

Also of great concern to Goldberg was the high number of modern
Orthodox soldiers in the Israeli army. He wondered what would happen if
the decision were ever taken to evacuate Israeli settlements on the West
Bank. The probability, Goldberg suggested, is that there would be massive
disobedience within the units sent to carry out those orders.

Asked to sum up their presentations, Goldberg said: “We must remember,
as Jews in the Diaspora - our responsibility to Israel.

“Israel,” he said, “is the single most important expression of Jewish iden-
tity in the Jewish world…Whether you’re in dissent or agreement – get
involved.”

Tobin referred to the U.S. election, noting that “the two sides in the
United States were not just not listening to each other, they were shocked
by one another.

“In the Jewish world we’re seeing the same thing…Jews are calling each
other fascists and self-hating Jews.”

Speaking of his and Goldberg’s appearing together, Tobin said: “We’ve
hoped to prove that we can disagree without being disagreeable.”

He urged Jews to listen more to people with whose views they disagree.
Finally, Tobin stated, “We both want the safety of Israel and the Jewish

people.”

Journalists
Continued from page 3.
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BooksThe People of the Book 
Rady JCC Book Club

“Books May be the Only True Magic”  
- Author Alice Hoffman

On Wednesday, December 7 at 7:30 pm, The People of the Book
presents the very popular Yiddish for Pirates – A novel by Gary
Barwin. 

At the recent Tarbut Festival of Jewish Culture, at the Rady JCC,
many of the copies of his book flew off the shelves at our book fair. 

If you love reading books and are interested in discussing the con-
tents of what you’ve read in a warm inviting atmosphere, come to the
Rady JCC, People of the Book Club.  Our facilitator Sharon Freed,
brings her passion to the room and encourages everyone to participate,
in whichever way they feel comfortable.

Here’s what’s coming up over the next 6 months:
Yiddish for Pirates 
by Gary Barwin
Wed. Dec. 7, at 7:30 PM

Devil in Jerusalem: A Novel, Inspired by True Events
by Naomi Ragen
Wed. Jan. 25, at 7:30 PM

The Marriage of Opposites
by Alice Hoffman
Wed. Mar. 8, at 7:30 PM

Csardas
by Debbie Pearson
Wed. April 19. at 7:30 PM

Pumpkinflowers: A Soldier’s Story of a Forgotten War
by Matti Friedman
Tues. May. 16, at 7:30 PM

The program takes place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend. Refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required. For more information please
contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com

“Yiddish for Pirates” as crazy a
book as you’ll ever read

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
“Yiddish for Pirates”
By Gary Barwin
Penguin Random House, Toronto
337 pages
Published 2016

(Ed. note: This review was first
published in our June 8, 2016
issue.)

We receive a lot of books at The
Jewish Post & News. As I receive
them, I put them in a neat pile on a
desk where, I confess, most of them
remain untouched.

And so it would have been with
“Yiddish for Pirates” – which must
have arrived some time in March,
had it not been for my scanning
McNally Robinson’s best sellers list
in the Free Press a few weeks back.

“Yiddish for Pirates” ? I thought.
What a crazy title for a book. Then,
I also noticed the title in Maclean’s
magazine’s best seller list as well.  I
was all set to try and contact the
publisher of the book to see whether
I could obtain a review copy when,
lo and behold, I noticed that the
book was actually sitting right in
front of my eyes.

Immediately the cover grabbed
my attention (as shown in the photo
on this page). 

I picked up the letter which always
accompanies the review copy of a
book to see what this particular book
was all about. Here’s an excerpt from
that letter:

“a hilarious, swashbuckling yet
powerful tale of pirates, buried treasure and a search for the Fountain of
Youth, told in the ribald, philosophical voice of a 500-year-old Jewish
parrot.”

“So,” I thought to myself, “What’s so unusual about that?” (Just kid-
ding.) What the letter didn’t tell me though, is how much the book is
laced with Yiddish expressions and so many of those great Yiddish curs-
es that I used to love hearing my grandparents use (also my own parents
occasionally, but usually in good fun). I never knew what those expres-
sions meant – unless one of my parents translated them for me, but when
I heard my grandparents use them, and saw the anger in their eyes as they
threw them glibly at one another, I understood that they conveyed a spe-
cial kind of disdain one for the other.

Now, as I write this, I just read a few reviews of “Yiddish for Pirates”,
apparently all of which were written by non-Jews. Okay, I can understand
how much the reviewers loved Gary Barwin’s poetic language and the
rollicking good story he tells, but none of those reviewers wrote much
about Barwin’s mastery of Yiddish expressions. 

Our own Marty Green, who wrote a translation of the late Falk Zolf’s
book “On Foreign Soil”, which begins in English and gradually attempts
to teach you Yiddish to the point it’s entirely in Yiddish, is also a master
of incorporating Yiddish idioms within a largely English work, but Gary
Barwin uses Yiddish expressions so fluidly – and so continuously
throughout “Yiddish for Pirates” that, to avoid dwelling on that (as so
many of the reviews that I have read seem to do), does a disservice to
potential readers.

As for the plot – it’s so crazy that you can’t help but wonder where on
earth the author came up with his ideas? The narrator of the book, a 500-
year-old African Grey parrot (described by every reviewer as “polyglot”,
meaning speaking several languages), tells the story of the book’s central
human character, Moishe (also known as Miguel when he’s in Spain),
around the year 1492. The parrot is known as “Aaron”, by the way. (Get
it? “Moishe” and “Aaron”.)

Of course, almost any student of history knows that 1492 is the year
Columbus discovered the New World (landing in San Salvador the first
time), but Jews are also taught that 1492 was momentous as it was the
year that Jews were expelled from Spain. 

What Barwin does is intertwine Columbus’s voyage of discovery with
the Spanish Inquisition and the subse- Continued on next page.

GARY BARWIN
nominated for the Giller
Prize for “Yiddish for
Pirates”
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Books/Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

Yiddish writers writing about the Holocaust knew
their place as Jewish martyrs. Assimilated writers
writing in European languages were outsiders to
both Judaism and western civilization. Therefore,
more than any other writers writing about the
Holocaust they reflected on the anti-heroic, non
redemptive, and totally nihilistic aspects of the
Holocaust. This really a frightening story. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

quent expulsion of the Jews from Spain in such a fas-
cinating way as to be almost believable – to a point.
We know, for instance, that there were five identified
Jews as part of Columbus’s crew and possibly sever-
al marranos as well. (Interestingly, Columbus set sail
the day after the expulsion of the Jews began.) In the
book Moishe becomes an integral part of Columbus’s
crew and actually ends up saving Columbus’s life.
Later in the story their paths cross again.

Another well-known historical figure,
Torquemada, the notorious lead Spanish inquisitor,
also plays a prominent role. As one might well imag-
ine though, the descriptions of torture and other
forms of savagery in which the Spanish engaged at
the time, are described in graphic detail. So, too, are
descriptions of mass killings and mutilations of inno-
cent natives (“Los Inidios”) when Spanish sailors
and soldiers encounter them.

Moishe himself is not beyond engaging in the most
awful types of violence himself, although his moti-
vation is wreaking revenge upon Christian Spaniards
for what they have done to his fellow Jews, especial-
ly the love of his life, Sarah.

Later in the book, when Moishe has embarked
upon a career as a Yiddish pirate, along with a crew
of fellow Yiddish pirates, he constantly reminds any-
one he is about to skewer that he’s on a mission of
vengeance for his compatriots.

You could pick almost any page at random to give
an example of Gary Barwin’s unique employ of a
mix of Yiddish and English. Here, for no particular
reason is but one sample: “The men clambered out of
the lagoon, the water varicosing down their skin.

“ ‘Hit zich!’ Look out, Samuel shouted. He pointed
at a dark shape that flickered between the trees like
images in a flip book.

“The men pulled out their wet dirks and cutlasses.
Moishe loaded his arquebus, the only sailor who had
sufficient saychl to keep his weapon dry.

“Was a man running in the woods? Had the
Spanish already landed? The strange noises of the
island became amplified by our apprehension.

“ ‘Hell is empty and the dybbuks run free,’ Samuel
said.

“ ‘Nu,’ Moishe said. ‘We can stand tsitering quak-
ing on the shore. Or we can hide in the woods. Where
they can’t see the Yids for the trees.’ ”

Not only is there a fair smattering of Yiddish
expressions in this one short passage (some of which
aren’t readily understandable), I’m not sure that the
word “varicosing” has ever been used before. Still,
even in this one small excerpt you should get a pret-
ty good idea what the language in this wild novel is
like throughout.

As much as I found “Yiddish for Pirates” quite
entertaining, however, I have to admit that it was so
over the top that, by a certain point, it seemed like a
good joke that had gone on just a bit too long.
Amusing? Yes. Compelling? I wouldn’t say so. But
as quite a change of pace from almost anything else
you will likely have read, it’s certainly worth starting
to read. 

If you find though that it’s so crazy that you just
can’t continue reading it, I couldn’t blame you.  I
wonder though whether there might a sequel coming
up, titled “Yiddish for Pirates of the Caribbean?”
Could Jack Sparrow have been Jewish? 

Continued from previous page.



Educating without borders 
Tatyana Smolyaninov, a Hebrew teacher at the

Gray Academy of Jewish Education, is original-
ly from  Ukraine.

Back in her country of origin, Smolyaninov
studied music and education.

In 1997, she moved with her husband and
daughter to Israel, where the couple had their
second daughter before moving to Winnipeg in
2007.

Having worked as an educator in three different cultures – in Canada,
Israel, and the Ukraine – Smolyaninov has found that, while Israeli kids
might be less reserved and more energetic than Ukrainian kids, successful
teaching is all about finding what particular approaches keeps them
engaged. 

“You have to find the way, right?” said Smolyaninov. “I knew how to do
it. And, here [in Winnipeg] kids are more relaxed maybe...Kids are the

same everywhere. It
depends on how you
present yourself to
them, the environ-
ment you provide.” 

When Smolyaninov
and her family first
arrived in Winnipeg in
2007, she found a job
teaching in a syna-
gogue while her
teaching papers were
being processed. And,
in 2012, Smolyaninov
was hired on at the
Gray Academy teach-
ing Grades 1 and 2.

“I love working at
the Gray Academy,”

said Smolyaninov. “This is my life. I’m teaching Hebrew to the children,
which they love...So, it’s, for me, it’s everything. I use piano often during
class for singing and to just having fun during the lessons.” 

Moving away from Israel was not an easy choice for Smolyaninov and
her family. “My husband’s family – his mother and sister – live in Haifa
still. We visit once every couple of years. We still love Israel. Maybe, my
husband said, when we are retired, we’ll go back to Israel.” 

Smolyaninov’s husband, Uri, works at Maple Leaf Consumer Foods as
an industrial mechanic. Their eldest daughter, Alexandria (23), graduated
from the Gray Academy in 2011, and is now in her last year of Education
at the University of Manitoba (U of M). 

“She’s been singing at the Chai Folk Ensemble for six years already,”
said Smolyaninov of Alexandria. “Our youngest daughter, Elizabeth (13),
is studying at the Gray Academy in Grade 8.” 

While Smolyaninov said that moving to Winnipeg was very difficult and
that it took a couple of years to acclimate, she said that she and her family
are now very happy here. 

Looking back, Smolyaninov said that their move from  Ukraine to Israel,
on the other hand, was not hard at all. “I accepted Israel as my home,” she
said. “It became my home from the very first or second day. Here [in
Canada], no. It took a pretty long time. For two years, I thought it wasn’t
for me. But, then, time did its thing.”

Smolyaninov is hoping that, when her daughter Elizabeth is in Grade 11-
12, she will get to take part in the student exchange program that the Gray
Academy has with Danziger school in Kiryat Shmona. 

Recently, during a visit to New York City (NYC), Smolyaninov came
across a piano on the street while walking with a colleague. She just had to
play it. 

Afterwards, Smolyaninov learned that the piano had been placed on the
street by Dotan Negrin of “Piano Around the World”
(www.pianoaround.com). Negrin is a young Jewish man from NYC who
has traveled around the world sharing his piano and connecting with peo-
ple. 

When Smolyaninov decided to play the piano, she opted for the lively
piece, “Jazz Elude”. Quickly, a crowd began gathering to listen to her play,
while Negrin took a video of the event which speedily went viral. 

“I just did it for fun,” said Smolyaninov of the experience. “I always do.
It doesn’t matter where I see a piano. I always ask to play.”

(You can watch the video of Smolyaninov on Youtube. The title of the
viedo is: “Mom Crushes it on a Street Piano in NYC - Manfred Schmitz
Jazz Etude”.) 

While the media attention Smolyaninov ended up garnering from her
NYC piano playing was something she found very interesting, it has served
as a teaching tool for her students. “I’m very happy for myself, of course,
about this video,” said Smolyaninov. “But, more importantly, all my stu-
dents were so proud and excited about it. The meaning of all of it [is that
it’s about] my community, my students...They feel that their teacher is so
enthusiastic.

“I told them, ‘You see? You can do it too! Just try! You can read a
poem...It doesn’t matter what you do. Just try. If you try, every time, you
are doing better, and better, and better.’ I connected all this to the kids, to
inspire them. I’m happy for them, that they have an example.” 
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REBECA  KUROPATWA

TATYANA SMOLYANINOV
“This is my life. I’m teaching Hebrew to the children, which they
love...So, it’s, for me, it’s everything. I use piano often during class for
singing and to just having fun during the lessons.”



There is nothing
like getting a bunch of
Winnipeg Jews
together and that
experience is not
affected by the fact
that these Winnipeg
Jews meet in Toronto.
On October 23, in the
party room of the con-
dominium of former
Winnipeggers Brenda
and Martin Gurvey,
ex- Winnipeggers,
aged 40 and up, from the north and south ends gathered together and
embraced that reunion. The reason for this coming together was the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba sponsoring an event called “There Is No Such
Thing As An Ex-Winnipegger” And what an event it was. 

There were close to 70 of us present and we all had this one same story.
We were once from Winnipeg. It is fair to say that while many knew oth-
ers in attendance, some were complete strangers. Not so surprising given
the disparity in ages and the once north- divide. But, these differences were
washed away rather speedily with the first bite of the Jeannie’s cake
brought in specially from Winnipeg( (no small task at the airport). Written
on the cake was that message “There is no such thing as an ex-
Winnipegger.” I had the X on my slice. 

The Foundation, as represented by Rob Berkowits, Marla Aronovitch and
Zac Minuk, had good reason to sponsor this event, given the multitudes of
Winnipeggers now residing in the GTA. They came with good wishes and
intentions and a message for us all. But, they first showed a slide presenta-
tion of a “walk down memory lane” with pictures of familiar Winnipeg
landmarks like Kelekis, Rae and Jerry’s, Salisbury House and a bunch of
other well known places. We then heard about the Foundation and its vari-
ous activities, though for many there, the message was not new. We heard
about the impressive Endowment Book of Life project which, to date, has
been a spectacular success both in raising the profile of the Foundation by
way of a commitment to leave funds through a will, and the opportunity to
tell your story with pictures all on-line. In fact, to get a glimpse of the Jews
of Winnipeg, this Foundation site is the go-to spot for information. 

Of course, the real question is what prompted 70 Jews on a Sunday morn-
ing to face Toronto traffic ( even on Sundays, it is oppressive), just to attend
an organizational event. As good as the lox and bagesl were (and they
were), it was not the food that was the draw. Nor was it the pitch from the
Foundation, as reasonable as it was. No, the real reason most people attend-
ed the brunch was just to see who else was there. Norene Gilletz, formerly
Norene Rykiss, summed up her feelings in this way “It was a warm, won-
derful event, the photos in the slide show were such fun, and it was a
delight to connect with so many Winnipeggers of all ages! My friend Lela
(Kobrinsky) Kornberg told me there was going to be Jeanne’s cake at the
event, the birthday cake on which I grew up - and also grew outwards! My

sister Rhonda (Rykiss)
Matias and your sister
Linda (Posner) Segal
also told me they were
going, so I thought it
would be a terrific
way to connect with
the special people in
my life who had simi-
lar roots to me.

“Keith Meloff put it
slightly differently,
but with the same
theme. “They (the
Foundation) then
informed me that
there was going to be
an event in Toronto-
would I be interested
in attending? Yes! So
my wife and I were
there and I saw you
again! It was fate! Or
bashert! The food and
the company and the presentations were all great.” 

Mel Springman expressed his thoughts in a similar way. “Lesley (Desser)
and I went to the brunch mainly to connect or more accurately reconnect
with any former Winnipeggers now in Toronto. Really, it wasn’t the food
(no, really), although we thought the coverage on this front was excellent,
far better than we expected. And it wasn’t the location; we would have
gone (almost) anywhere for the event.”

In short, the Foundation could just as well have had the Toronto brunch
in a tent with bread and water and the likelihood is that ex-Winnipeggers
would have come. It was a moment that will no doubt be repeated and that
will be welcomed by many. As sure as there is a “nip” at the Salisbury
House. 
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Jewish Foundation Hosts Ex-Winnipeggers - Jeanne’s Cake and All

By

GERRY POSNER

Jeanne's Cake
The inscription reads: “There’s No Such

Thing As A Former Winnipegger”.

Almost 70 ex-Winnipeggers gathered together in a Toronto condo
party room on October 23 to catch up with fellow ex-Winnipeggers,
also to hear about the work of the Jewish Foundation.

DOROTHY RUSOFF & ED SMITH

PAM CARLSON & DR. SAM OZERSKY 



Leonard Cohen, my father and me
By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

(JTA) – Using his M-16 assault rifle as a pillow, my father awoke abrupt-
ly from a dreamless sleep by the pleading voice of a young woman outside
his tent in the Sinai.

The woman, a uniformed volunteer, was urging reservists like him to
forego shuteye to hear a musician whose name she did not know, but who
had come from far away to perform for Israeli troops on the southern front
of Israel’s traumatic 1973 war with Egypt and Syria.

Stumbling out of the khaki tent, my father and 12 other soldiers encoun-
tered Leonard Cohen, the eminent Jewish Canadian poet-singer whose
death, at age 82, was reported Thursday, prompting passionate eulogies
from fans all over the world, including Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu and President Reuven Rivlin.

Cohen’s visit to the Sinai Desert, during which he wrote his haunting
song “Lover Come Back to Me,” was the beginning of my family’s bigen-
erational love affair with his irreverent yet spiritual writing. Cohen’s
benign sobriety has shaped me as very few other writers have.

In the best-known photograph from his tour of the front line, spending at
least a week performing at gathering points and bases, a singing Cohen
stands next to an attentive Ariel Sharon, the Israeli general and future prime
minister who clinched victory from the jaws of defeat during that war. The
Israeli virtuoso composer Matti Caspi is accompanying Cohen on guitar as
dozens of soldiers huddle all around them – some wearing expressions that
suggest deep reflection.

But the concert attended by my father, a noncommissioned communica-
tions officer in charge of connecting Sharon to higher-ups whose orders
Sharon was notorious for ignoring, was somewhat less photogenic.

“So a dozen of us who agreed to wake up saw this sweaty Jew wearing
dusty fatigues standing with a guitar in the sun,” my father recalled Friday
upon learning of Cohen’s passing. “I’m pretty sure the other guys had no
idea who he was and I doubt that that changed thanks to the concert, which,
honestly, was kind of heart-wrenching.”

When they were finally dismissed, my father’s brothers-in-arms com-
plained about the concert, which they found dull. They had hoped for a
show by the ha-Gashash ha-Khiver, a famous Israeli comedy ensemble
whose Hebrew name means “The Pale Scout.”

It was an awkward
situation for Cohen,
whom Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu
on Friday called a
“warmhearted Jew” in
recalling Cohen’s
impulsive decision to
come to the front lines
– something the prime
minister also experi-
enced firsthand. (At
the time, Cohen was
living in Greece with
his girlfriend,
Suzanne Elrod. A
friend named Suzanne
Verdal would serve as
the inspiration for one
of his best-known
songs, titled
“Suzanne.”)

But my father was
bowled over. He rec-
ognized Cohen
instantly – his songs,
he said, had hit him
like a thunderbolt
when he first heard
one of his records
some years earlier.

“His lyrics were
poetry, not pop, they
were deeply sober but
almost never veered
into veither the out-
right sarcasm nor the
activism that one
finds in Bob Dylan’s
sung poetry, for
example,” said my
father, who has an
acute allergy to any-

thing that reminds him of the politicized art he experienced growing up in
communist Poland.

As for me, I was a reflective and slightly morose 14-year-old when my
father introduced me to the music of Leonard Cohen. I was mesmerized by
his trademark levity, with which he explored deep and sometimes dark
emotions. Like my father before me, I had never heard anything quite like
it.

I was deeply influenced by the self-doubting words and nasal voice of
this strange bird on a wire, forever searching for a perch from which to
observe the human soul with love but without illusions.

His way of looking at the human psyche, which I hungrily analyzed in his
songs and in his two novels, shaped in no small part my own way of look-
ing at the world.

In “Hey, That’s No Way to Say Goodbye,” his simple and intimate
descriptions of a lover informed my first notions of romantic love with
lyrics like “Your hair upon the pillow like a sleepy golden storm.”

In “Everybody Knows” he shook my naive perceptions about race rela-
tions and the balance of power – “Old Black Joe’s still pickin’ cotton for
your ribbons and bows.” He did it again in “Democracy” – “the homicidal
bitchin’ that goes down in every kitchen to determine who will serve and
who will eat.”

And he even taught me to laugh at a taboo in “The Captain” (“Complain,
complain, that’s all you’ve done ever since we lost. If it’s not the
Crucifixion, then it’s the Holocaust.”)

Which is why it broke my heart to skip, for ideological reasons, his con-
cert in Israel in 2009. Under pressure from promoters of the Boycott,
Sanctions and Divestment movement not to perform in the Jewish state,
Cohen partially buckled by saying he’d also perform in Ramallah as well
as the Tel Aviv suburb of Ramat Gan.

When that proved impractical, he agreed to donate the concert’s proceeds
to organizations whose supporters refer to as peace groups.

And while I see nothing wrong with either decision, I did not wish to
reward his partial surrender to individuals and organizations that as I see it
abuse and leverage artists to promote political ends.

It didn’t help that one of the organizations that received some of the pro-
ceeds was a group of bereaved Palestinian and Israeli parents who had lost
children to the conflict. While I recognize the universality of grief, I found
that the rhetoric of this particular parents’ circle risked creating a moral
equivalence between terrorists and their killers.

I had expected more from Cohen, whom I fortunately got to see, after all,
when he toured Europe in 2012.

But my father took a different view. The discussions we had on this point
became yet another case in which Cohen, from his tower of song, informed
both my outlook and my relationship with my father, who is by far my best
debate adversary.

“I can see why a man like Cohen, who also practiced Buddhism, decided
to try for and promote compromise instead of ignoring dissent,” my father
told me.

I have changed my views on the 2009 actions of Cohen, who is the clos-
est thing to a rabbi that I’ve ever had. I now see them as part of his legacy,
which has taught me to adhere to my own convictions – as he did during
the Yom Kippur War – without, out of insecurity, placing them over the
convictions of others.

While Cohen’s music will stay with me forever, I’m ready to let him go.
It’s a good way to say goodbye. 
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Leonard Cohen, center, performing with Matti Caspi, on guitar, for
Ariel Sharon, with arms crossed, and other Israeli troops in the Sinai
in 1973. (Courtesy of Maariv)



Israeli journalist-filmmaker presents documentary about Israelis
not coming to terms with results of 1948 war

By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s not something that

some Jews may want to
hear about, but for Israeli
journalist Lia Tarachansky,
owning up to certain aspects
of Israel’s 1948 War of
Independence is something
that she does not want  to be
glossed over.

Tarachansky was in
Winnipeg to attend the
showing of her 2013 film,
“On the Side of the Road”.
Her appearance here was
sponsored by a number of
groups, including
Independent Jewish Voices,
United Jewish People’s
Order, Mennonite Central
Committee, and the United
Church Conference of
Manitoba & North-western
Ontario. 

The film and a discussion
following its showing were held at the Canadian Mennonite University on
Wednesday, November 9. Approximately 100 people attended the event.

We had a chance to preview the film before its showing (since the event
was being held the same evening as the Kristallnacht commemoration and
we were not able to attend its showing on November 9). Later we had the
opportunity to interview Tarachansky. (The full video interview can be
seen on our website at jewishpostandnews.ca.)

“On the Side of the Road” deals with incidents of Palestinians being
expelled from their homes, also their being murdered by Israeli combat-
ants, during the 1948 war. Some Israeli veterans of that war are interviewed
during the course of the film as they describe what they witnessed and the
subsequent effects that witnessing had on them. 

Other portions of the film show a Palestinian returning to the site of what
was formerly his family’s home, now demolished and which is now part of
a park in Israel. As well, there are scenes of  a group of Israelis on Yom
Ha’atsmaut, preparing to mark what they perceive as a dark period in
Israel’s history, but being confronted by other Israelis angry at what they
are attempting to do.

During the course of my 23-minute interview with Tarachansky, we dis-
cussed how she came to make this film. She explained that, as someone
who was born in the former Soviet Union she, like other Russian emigrés
to Israel, had virtually no contact with
Palestinians. Tarachansky said to me that
Russians had to deal with anti-Semitism all the
time that they were in Russia, then when they
came to Israel, one of the first things they were
told upon arriving was that they were now going
to be confronted by yet another form of anti-
Semitism, this time from Arabs. 

Tarachansky grew up in the city of Ariel, she
says, which is on the West Bank. In fact though,
it wasn’t until she came to Canada to study at
McGill University when she was 19 that,
Tarachansky says, she ever talked to a
Palestinian.

As much as Tarachansky wants to convey a
deeper understanding of the anguish
Palestinians continue to feel over the results of
the 1948 war, when it came to suggesting what
might be done to bring about peace between
Israelis and Palestinians, she said that was not
her purpose in making the film, and that she
really couldn’t offer suggestions in that regard.

I did say to her though, that since her film was
well made and can either be purchased or rented
online at www.naretivproductions.com, even
though much of the readership of this paper
would probably be hostile to the message that
she was imparting through her film, I was going
to go ahead and give it attention in our paper and
on our website. 

As an aside, although groups such as
Independent Jewish Voices, also UJPO from
time to time, tend to be marginalized by the
mainstream Jewish community, especially main-

stream Jewish media and, although I don’t necessarily agree with the points
of view they offer, this paper will continue to provide exposure to all voic-
es within the Jewish community.
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LIA TARACHANSKY
This picture is taken from the video
interview we conducted with Lia  and
which can be seen in its entirety on our
website,
jewishpostandnews.ca.

Jewish Heritage Centre to present program
on the late Rabbi Zalman Schachter

Rabbi Zalman Schachter was a controversial figure in Winnipeg
from the time he came here to head Hilled in 1956 and the time he left
in 1975.  During these two decades, he evolved from a relatively
orthodox Lubavitcher Rabbi into a figure that “married Counter
Culture to Hasidic Judaism,” as the Jewish Forward put it after his
death in 2014.  This made Schachter, as The New York Times wrote
“the spiritual father of the Jewish Renewal movement — an influen-
tial camp of religious pioneers who reintroduced to synagogue ser-
vices ancient Judaic traditions of mysticism and meditation, gender
equality and ecstatic prayer.”  The Rabbi reached out to other faith
groups, as his honours from the Unitarian Universalist Church and the
Sufi Order of Pir Vilayat Khan suggest.  

Schachter’s personal flamboyance and experimentation in religious
practice, personal behaviour, and outreach within and beyond the
Jewish community made him an influential figure within our commu-
nity.  He did much to shape (and shake) Post-War Judaism.  . 

What happened in Winnipeg to stimulate Rabbi Schachter’s voyage
of discovery?  And what influence did he have on his students at the
University of Manitoba, his congregants at the Lubavitcher shul, and
the wider Jewish community, not to mention on the broader commu-
nity?

These questions are addressed in the December 12 program present-
ed by the Jewish Heritage Centre as part of its synagogues series con-
nected with the Synagogues Exhibit at the Asper Campus.  The pro-
gram will lay out the findings of a  research program organized by
Professor Justin Jaron Lewis, University of Manitoba.  Professor
Lewis, an expert of Hasidism, organized a Winnipeg interview project
involving three dozen of Rabbi Schachter’s colleagues and students.
Much of the interviewing was carried out by Ms. Alexandra Granke
who incorporated them into her thesis and who will discuss what she
found out in this program.  The Winnipeg Archive is available to the
public as part of a full study of the Rabbi’s career through the
University of Colorado.  Technical work on the project was performed
by the Oral History Centre, University of Winnipeg, and the Post-
Holocaust American Jewish Archive at the University of Colorado.

In the December 12 program, Rabbi Alan Green will join Professor
Lewis and Ms. Granke to share his experiences with Rabbi Schachter
in Los Angeles.



Bannon and Breitbart: Friends of Israel, not anti-Semite
By MORTON A. KLEIN
National president of the Zionist Organization of America

(JTA) Pro-Israel writer and Breitbart senior editor Joel B. Pollak wrote,
Bannon is “an American patriot who defends Israel & has deep empathy for
the Jewish people.” Pollak is an Orthodox Jew; would an Orthodox Jew
praise Bannon and tolerate spending six years working with Bannon if he
were an ugly Jew hater and Israel basher?

ZOA’s own experience and analysis of Breitbart articles confirms
Bannon’s and Breitbart’s friendship and fair-mindedness toward the Jewish
people and Israel. To accuse Bannon and Breitbart of anti-Semitism is
Orwellian. In fact, Breitbart bravely fights against anti-Semitism. Here are
a few of many examples:

* Bannon joined my organization, the Zionist Organization of America,
in fighting against anti-Semitic rallies at the City University of New York.
He required his Breitbart reporters to repeatedly call CUNY officials and
New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo’s aides, urging them to do something to
curb these vicious anti-Semitic demonstrations.

* Breitbart courageously publishes articles reporting that the Palestinian
Authority defames Israel with blatant falsehoods.  Breitbart reported: “The
Palestinian Authority’s official TV network has been airing a video sever-
al times a day baselessly accusing Israel of poisoning former PA President
Yasser Arafat and further claiming that Israel is targeting current President
Mahmoud Abbas next. Arafat died at the age of 75 on November 11, 2004,
just outside of Paris. A French forensic team examined his remains and
concluded that there were no traces of poison in his body. Nevertheless,
every year around the anniversary of his death, the PA disseminates the
libel that Israel murdered him.” 

* Breitbart bravely publicizes Iran’s violations of the nuclear rollback
deal that pose an existential threat to Israel. Breitbart reported that
“[d]espite a finding published by the UN’s atomic energy agency this week
that Iran has – for the second time – stockpiled more heavy water than per-
mitted under the terms of the nuclear agreement it reached with six world
powers last year, the US State Department is declining to acknowledge this
as a violation of the deal.”

* Breitbart also reports the damage done by the scourge of anti-Semitic,
anti-Israel boycotts, divestment and sanctions. On Nov. 2, Breitbart wrote:
“Reports of anti-Semitic incidents on US college campuses have increased,
much of it attributed to the rise of the anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement, a new report has found.” 

On behalf of myself and the ZOA, I thus welcome the appointment of
Stephen Bannon as chief strategist to the incoming Trump-Pence adminis-
tration.

I also have to ask: Would President-elect Trump’s extraordinarily pro-
Israel advisers such as Newt Gingrich, Rudy Giuliani, Mike Pence, Mike
Huckabee, Sheldon Adelson, and Orthodox Jews Jared Kushner, David
Friedman and Jason Greenblatt ever allow an anti-Semite/Israel hater to
work with them? Would Trump’s Orthodox Jewish daughter and adviser

Ivanka, whose children attend an Orthodox day school, ever allow an anti-
Semite to work with her father?

And given that the president-elect’s platform on Israel is the strongest
pro-Israel platform ever, would an anti-Semite be appointed to implement
that platform?

Of course not.
I also must ask why Bannon bashers failed to complain when Hillary

Clinton advisers and major donors included such harsh critics of Israel like
George Soros, or when such critics were placed on the Democratic
Platform Committee to determine Arab-Israeli policy.

To now level a phony, indefensible anti-Semitism charge at a friend of
Israel and the Jewish people is more than absurd and reckless. It shows an
absolute lack of integrity by those promoting this painful and ugly lie.
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David Duke among white supremacist leaders praising
Trump for Stephen Bannon appointment

(JTA) – Former Ku Klux Klan leader David Duke was among the
prominent white supremacists who celebrated President-elect Donald
Trump’s appointment of Stephen Bannon, the former head of a so-called
alt-right news site, as his chief strategist. 

“I think that’s excellent,” Duke said, according to CNN. “I think that any-
one that helps complete the program and the policies that President-elect
Trump has developed during the campaign is a very good thing, obvious-
ly. 

“You have an individual, Mr. Bannon, who’s basically creating the ideo-
logical aspects of where we’re going. And ideology ultimately is the most
important aspect of any government.” 

Bannon’s White House appointment was announced Sunday. Before
joining Trump’s presidential campaign, Bannon was the chairman of
Breitbart News, a site steeped in conspiracy theories that has featured the
white supremacist, anti-Semitic ideologies of some on the alt-right.
Breitbart ran multiple columns accused of anti-Semitism, including one
that called anti-Trump conservative writer Bill Kristol a “renegade Jew.” 

The Anti-Defamation League and several other Jewish groups have
slammed Bannon’s appointment. 

Joining Duke in applauding the Bannon choice was American Nazi Party
Chairman Rocky Suhayda, who wrote in an email to CNN that choosing
Bannon shows that “Perhaps The Donald IS for ‘REAL’ and is not going
to be another controlled puppet directed by the usual ‘Wire Pullers,’ and
does indeed intend to ROCK the BOAT? Time will tell.” 

Peter Brimelow, who heads VDRARE, a white supremacist website,
called the Bannon appointment “awesome,” according to CNN. 

Brad Griffin, head of the white supremacist site Occidental Dissent, told
CNN that Bannon will hold Trump to the promises Griffin endorses, such
as building a border wall with Mexico, ending refugee resettlement, pro-
tecting gun rights and deporting undocumented immigrants. 

Richard Spencer, who runs a white nationalist think tank, told CNN that
“Steve Bannon might even push Trump in the right direction.” 



Was it Shakespeare who said that a Rosen is a Rosen for all that?
Dream along with me for a

moment while I harken back to
days of yore -an activity which I
must admit I indulge myself in far
too frequently - when I reminisce
about those carefree days in ele-
mentary and junior high school
when uncles, aunts, cousins, and
friends would, in a seemingly
friendly manner, inquire of me as

to what my plans for the future might be.
Those kinds of queries certainly caused me to ponder pre-

maturely what it was that I was particularly interested in
and adept at. I soon discovered that the list was short and
that it would be decades before I’d ever be short-listed for a job that had
some appeal and credibility. Or perhaps, it was far too early to take stock. 

In any event, when I was in Grade Six at Champlain School, I was cho-
sen as the narrator for our class play and, because I wasn’t particularly shy,
I took it on. To prove to you that I had an above average memory, dear read-
er, I can still recall my opening line: “This is the story of a horse, a black
horse, a coal black horse named Midnight.”

It just occurred to me that it is true what they say about one’s alleged
“golden years” that you can’t recall what you had for breakfast in the morn-
ing ; yet I was still able to remember the aforementioned opening line of
the play before I was of bar mitzvah age.

Oh yes, the latter event, which took place at the Ashkenazie Synagogue
on Burrows Avenue, saw yours truly deliver his speech entirely in Yiddish.
I know I wowed the throng because my late Aunt Bessie (mom’s sister) had
no children of her own, and she unabashedly proclaimed for all within three
blocks of the upper-seating section reserved for women, that there was now
a new rabbi in town. 

Hmm, what else did I enjoy doing? Oh yes, Saturday afternoon at the
movies was my favorite pastime, to be sure. I suggested that I would like
to become an usher - not at someone’s wedding, but with a flashlight, lead-
ing patrons down the aisle to their seats at the College, Deluxe, or Palace
theaters in the North end. And who knows, maybe one day to the classy
movie houses downtown such as the Metropolitan, Gaiety or the Capital?

Oh, it’s obvious - I was also a serious sports fan who played for school and
recreational teams and attended sporting events near and far. Maybe I would
be the next Al Rosen, who starred at third base for the Cleveland Indians, or
a pro Jewish hockey player because I knew the New York Rangers always
desired such a rare gem due to their dense Jewish population. 

Hey, why not be a sports broadcaster? I recall in Seventh Grade at Luxton
School one of our English texts contained a short story about my all-time
favorite hockey broadcaster, Foster Hewitt, replete with one of his actual
broadcasts in print. 

Well, who else in the classroom was to take that part? I was somewhat
reluctant, and didn’t offer my amateur services, when virtually the entire
class shouted: “Rosen!” 

At the present moment it appears to me, anyway, that I am knee-deep in
the past and sinking fast and require a useful segue in the worst way to get
back to the present and do my job at hand for the publication.

As virtually all of you who follow pro hockey are aware, the National
Hockey League held its Hockey Hall of Fame induction celebrations on
November 14th for outstanding contributions to the game at a variety of
levels.

For my purposes, the one category which interested me most, was that of
“hockey broadcasting” and this time around the award was to be given to a
SAM ROSEN; a name identical to my late uncle. 

The play-by-play announcer of the New York Rangers on MSG Network
was, from my point of view, a slam-dunk. The award, which has been pre-
sented since 1984, was in memory of none other than Foster Hewitt in hon-
our of the late “Voice of Hockey in Canada”. 

The winners are selected by the NHL Broadcasters Association and I can
still hear and mimic Hewitt’s  tones: “Hello Canada and hockey fans in
Newfoundland and the United States.” 

Other winners of the award, which many of you may recall for their
excellence on radio and TV and for their ability to describe a game (paint
a picture) for you in your absence have been: son Bill Hewitt, Danny
Galivan, Dick Irvin Jr., Bob Cole, Dan Kelly, and Brian McFarlane. 

Sam has been described as “one of the most knowledgeable and thorough
play-by-play personalities in hockey.” He has called games alongside some
of the sport’s greatest analysts, such as Phil Esposito and John Davidson.
At present, he shares the booth with Joe Micheletti, who joined him in
1986.

According to Andrea Greenberg, President and Chief Executive Officer
of MSG Networks, “Sam is one of the most respected and cherished broad-
casters in the country.” On a personal level, each year dating back to our
first Jets’ team at the old arena near Polo Park, I have made a point of vis-
iting with Sam for a few minutes between periods whenever the Rangers
come to our berg. Describing the man as a mensch tells it all. He treats you
like a lantzman of the first order.

The now 69-year-old Rosen was born Samuel
Rosenblum in Ulm, Germany to Jewish parents of Polish
descent. The family moved to Brooklyn, NY when he was
but two years of age and he quickly became a Yankees’
fan as well as an admirer of their incomparable baseball
broadcaster. the legendary Mel Allen. 

In both high school and college Sam was the captain of
the baseball team and played catcher. He also played
intramural basketball and was on the track team in high
school with an older brother, Stephen. 

Rosen is now a resident of New York City, and is mar-
ried to Jill Eisenberg, with whom they have two sons,
Matthew and Garrett. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school
teacher, and covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast
News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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SAM ROSEN broadcaster.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

We are seniors
Adventures up north

In 1946 I
spent my sum-
mer working
for the
M a n i t o b a
W a t e r
R e s o u r c e s
Depar tment .
The work

involved surveying for a possible dam site
on the Churchill River in Northern
Manitoba. Our survey  covered the area
between Highrock Lake and Granville
Falls.

It was apparent even then, in June
1946, that I had a strong desire to be a
writer. I kept a daily diary of that entire
adventure. Here’s an excerpt:

“The purpose of The Churchill River Survey was to determine the fea-
sibility of constructing a dam below Granville Falls to be used in a
Hydroelectric Power Scheme for The Sherrit Gordon Mine at Sherridan
Manitoba.

“We traveled by train from Winnipeg to Cold Lake, and by seaplane to
Granville Falls on the Churchill River. The survey would be divided into
two parts:

“a) To establish the shore line of the Churchill River and
“b) To establish the high level on either bank
“Sounding sections were taken at strategic points (i.e.rapids) in order to

check the quality of flow and the volume of water.”
For about one month during the summer our seaplane was unable to

bring us food and provisions because of poor weather conditions. During
that time our Indian guides taught us how to survive off the land. They
showed us how to fish and hunt. One day they were able to land a huge
sturgeon and haul it into our 18-foot canoe. They could hunt for bear and
ducks while the ammunition lasted. I didn’t like the taste of wild bear
though - too stringy!

Our Indian guide proved that he could catch wild duck without a gun!
He would cover his canoe paddle with a towel to deaden the sound and
hang over the bow of the canoe as we traveled upwind to an area of calm
water with the sun behind us. When he would see a duck sitting calmly
on the water, he would reach out of the bow of the canoe and swing the
paddle in a wide arc to stun the duck. Then he would reach out and grab
the duck!

We were taking a sounding section at one of the rapids. My job was to
secure a line to the opposite bank of the river. I was almost across when
I lost my footing and fell into the river and was swept downstream!
Fortunately, there was the root of a large tree protruding from the oppo-
site bank and I was able to secure a strong hold which swept me into the
bank, and I was able to scramble to safety!

That night our crew chief insisted we relocate our camp. That was quite
an experience traveling by canoe with nothing but a flashlight to wind our
way through the rocks!

Then, there was the story of two elderly Jewish couples at the Pioneer
Women’s Annual Dinner! One of the ladies decided to be a streaker! One
of the men said to the other: “Is that your Sarah over there wearing the
pink gown?” 

The other man commented: “I don’t know what dress she’swearing, but
it certainly needs pressing.”

Harry surveying on the
Churchill River in 1946 

By

HARRY WARREN
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AUBREY (AUBIE) MARK RUSEN
August 27, 1935 - October 6, 2016

On Thursday, October
6, 2016, Aubie, beloved
father, grandfather,
brother and uncle, passed
away peacefully at St.
Boniface Hospital, sur-
rounded by his family, at
the age of 81. Aubie will
be deeply missed by his
children, Sara and Howie,
Janis and Jeff, and
Marnie; his five grand-
children, Benjamin and
Hannah, Anna and Noah,

and Matthew;  and his sister, Ruth Claman. He is also
survived by his brothers-in-law Marvin Shenkarow
and Richard Stall (Lisa Berger) and his many nieces
and nephews. Aubie was predeceased by his devoted
wife of 46 years, Shelley; his sister, Beatty Short; and
his parents, Eva and Louis Rusen. Aubie grew up in
Winnipeg, where he excelled in athletics and academ-
ics and developed lifelong friendships. In school, Aubie
had an affinity for numbers, which not only proved to
be an asset later in business school and the business
world, but also at home where he was able to do
complicated math calculations in seconds and help
both his children and then his grandchildren with their
math homework. His love of all sports continued
throughout his life, being both a gifted athlete and
spectator. He was a loyal Winnipeg Jets fan and season
ticket holder and a proud Winnipeg Blue Bomber
season ticket holder since 1948.

Aubie earned his law degree from the University of
Manitoba in 1958 and later his MBA from the Univer-
sity of Western Ontario in London, Ontario in 1960. He
was a respected executive in the Winnipeg garment
industry for most of his professional life. Aubie took
pride in his Jewish heritage and was an active board
member of (the former) Ramah Hebrew School and the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, where he served as chair-
man of the cemetery committee for several years.

Above all, Aubie was a devoted and loyal family
man. In 1958, he married Shelley Stall, which marked
the beginning of a love affair and partnership that
would last over 46 years. They had three daughters
together and Aubie’s love for all of his girls was
limitless and unconditional; there was absolutely noth-
ing he wouldn’t do for them and they felt his love every
day. This same love, devotion and attention carried
forward to his five grandchildren. Aubie was never
happier than when he was spending time with his
grandchildren, whether it was cheering them on at their
hockey and ringette games, sitting and watching sports
or their favourite shows together or discussing an
interesting topic; he was always willing to listen and
talk.

Aubie and Shelley were also fortunate to have nu-
merous lifelong friends with whom they shared many
special times. They loved their cooking and dinner
groups (Chinese food was a favourite) and spending
time together at Winnipeg Beach. These same friends
were there to lift and support Aubie after Shelley’s
death and during his illness and most recent hospital
stay.

In the face of his own illness over the past several
years, Aubie fought very hard to overcome the chal-
lenges he faced. Those close to him admired his persist-
ence and determination to maintain his independence
throughout this time.

The family is grateful for the care given to Aubie
over the past several years by Dr. Jack Rusen and staff
as well as Dr. Barry Campbell, and most recently, by
the staff at the St. Boniface Hospital, wards 6E and 5B.

Funeral Services were held on October 7, 2016 at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Pallbearers were: Howie
Fogel, Benjamin Fogel, Jeffrey Wassermann, Noah
Wassermann, Matthew Raber and Jack Rusen.

Honourary Pallbearers were: Bob Corne, Frank Short,
Harold Diamond, Ted Hector, Joey Wilder, Norman
Shore, Marvin Shenkarow, and Jackie and Sigi Wasser-
mann.

If friends so desire, donations in Aubie’s memory
can be made to the Shelley and Aubie Rusen Fund at the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba (204-477-7525).

IN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAMIN MEMORIAM
CLARA SHEFRIN 1918-2012

A Message for Our Mother
Four years ago our

wonderful mother passed
away. But even so, she is
with us every day. She
was one of those people
who you thought would
go on living forever, with
a magnanimous spirit,
optimism, and a gracious
and open heart. She was a
beloved daughter, sister,
wife, mother, mother-in-
law, grandmother, aunt,

and friend. She had many special qualities, but her
greatest gift was making you feel good when you were
with her and saw her smiling face.

She was born and grew up in Winkler, Manitoba,
daughter to Harry and Rachel Danzker. Her father was
a peddler and eventually opened a general store. While
growing up, she played on a local baseball team,
traveling to nearby towns to compete. She was also a
natural at tennis. When a child, she would play ‘pretend
piano’ on her family’s dining room table, and when she
was finally able to have a piano of her own, played by
ear, although she never had formal training.

After graduating high school, she moved to Winni-
peg and worked as a salesgirl at Dayton’s, saving
money to help the rest of her family relocate to Winni-
peg. She met our father, Sam Shefrin, at a YMHA
dance, and two years later they were married.

During WWII, our father enlisted in the army and
was sent to Kingston, Ontario, for basic training before
traveling overseas. In Kingston, she worked again as a
salesgirl in a department store. Years later, when on a
family vacation that took us to Kingston, she looked up
her old boss who was thrilled to see her again. We can
still hear him telling her, “Clara, you were the hardest
working employee I ever had.”

When we were a little older, she took a job as a
secretary and bookkeeper at I.L. Peretz Folk School.
She worked there for over 20 years, adored by staff and
students alike, and made many friends. In 1970, when
he was only 55, our beloved father passed away. He
was the love of her life, and no one could take his place.
Eventually, she moved to Vancouver to be closer to her
children and grandchildren who were all living on the
west coast. She was an amazing Grandma and “Babbi”
to Simona and Michael, and to David, Richard, and
Kenny, loving them as if they were her own children,
as she always said.

She will be remembered for the little things, like
surprising us with books she had bought for us after an
afternoon of shopping at Eaton’s, and big things, like
leaving her job at Peretz School to help with her
grandchildren, her devotion to family always prevail-
ing.

She instilled in us the value of education and a love
for learning, the joy of Yiddishkeit, a passion for
music, and most of all, a love for family. She was a
superb homemaker, cook, and baker. We fondly recall
many a Saturday afternoon, while sitting around the
kitchen table and reading the colored comics, everyone
fighting for the last piece of one of her delicious pies.

 Mom was sweet, loving, warm, kind, and generous,
loyal to her family for whom she would do anything.
She always thought of others first before herself; she
was selfless. She was always there for you. She was
simply, a remarkable woman.

Mom never stood in our way and gave us wings to
soar. Like the sun and the stars, she was a constant in
our lives. And we thought she would live forever. We
hope she knew how grateful we were for everything
she did for us, because we were; we loved her so very
much. We were blessed to have had her for our mother,
and we miss her more with each passing day.

—Submitted by Sandy Shefrin Rabin
On behalf of Hersh, Myrna, and Our Entire Family

VAUN LORRAINE (LAINY) RUBIN
February 1 1924 – November 1 2016

Lainy, 92 years of age, passed away peacefully at St.
Boniface Hospital on November 1 2016, with loving
family by her side. Beloved wife of 68 years to Leon,
mother to David (Devorah), Lisa (Glen-deceased) and
Daniel; grandmother to Danielle, Evan, Patrick, Mat-
thew (Krystine), Bryan (Amanda) and great-grand-
mother to Aria and Navy.  Lainy is dearly missed by her
brother Jeffrey (Lois), her sister Patricia, and many
loving nieces and nephews.

Lainy was born in Winnipeg to William and Kathleen
Black.  She attended Kelvin High School and gradu-
ated from the Winnipeg General Hospital School of
Nursing in 1946.  Lainy and Leon met romantically
when Lainy was a student nurse and Leon was chief
resident in Obstetrics and Gynecology.  After marrying
in June 1948, they moved to Rivers, Manitoba where
Leon was the town physician.  After the birth of their
eldest son David, they returned to Winnipeg where
Leon established a practice in Obstetrics and
Gynecology.  Lainy stayed home to raise 3 children,
and returned to work as a nurse for the Victorian Order
of Nurses when the children had grown up.  She was
actively involved in her community.  Lainy volun-
teered at the Golden Age Club (now Gwen Secter
Centre), served as president of the Israeli chapter of
Hadassah, and she was a life member of the National
Council of Jewish women.  She was active with the
women’s committee of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet and
hosted dinners in her home for visiting choreogra-
phers.  Lainy and Leon were able to travel extensively
throughout their married life, including to China and
the Orient with the Royal Winnipeg Ballet in 1988; and
they were fortunate to enjoy many winters in Palm
Springs California.  The family spent many happy
summers at their cottage at Falcon Lake, often with
visits from extended family and friends.

Lainy doted on her children and grandchildren –
family was everything to her.

Lainy was a gifted artist and enjoyed her years of
painting at the Forum.  She created gorgeous pieces of
needlework and embroidery and she knitted wonderful
sweaters for her husband and her children.  She was a
gourmet cook and a hostess extraordinaire.  She loved
to pick blueberries at the lake and would return with a
basket brimming with blueberries, from which she
created the most delicious pies.

Lainy was the kindest, most compassionate and
selfless person; and could not bear to see anyone suffer.
She loved all animals and for all of her married life, had
cats and dogs as pets (usually at the same time).
Everyone loved her.  She saw something good or
redeemable in the worst of persons.  A beautiful woman,
both outside and inside.

Through most of her adult life, Lainy was afflicted
with severe chronic illness.  No one could have dis-
played more courage during these episodes.  She never
complained and always retained her sense of humour –
nurses and hospital staff loved her.

Lainy loved and was well-loved and will always be
remembered as a very special person.  Her passing
leaves a deep hole in all of our hearts.

The family would like to express our deepest grati-
tude to the physical and occupational therapists at
Riverview Medical Centre, and to the supportive home
care and other workers at the Shaftesbury.

Interment took place at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery
on November 3; Rabbi Alan Green officiated.

Donations in Lainy’s honour may be made to the
Winnipeg Humane Society or a charity of your choice.

Deadline for the December 7 issue of
The Jewish Post & News

is noon Thursday, December 1
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOVEMBER 23

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOVEMBER 30

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-fourth candle in
your beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLA
GARFINKEL

who passed away
November 11, 2012
26 days in Cheshvan

— Always remembered by her
husband, children, grand-
children, and family.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE JACK
GUTKIN

who passed away
November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA
ITZHAKI

who passed away
November 14, 1974

29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735
— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BENNY
ROITELMAN

who passed away
November 5, 2012

21 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered by
your wife Audrey, son Gerald
& wife Karen,  grandchildren,
brothers, sister, and brother-
in-law.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARRY
ROSENBERG

who passed away
November 3, 2015

21 days in Cheshvan, 5776
—Always remembered,
forever in our hearts,  your
wife Becky, brother Mickey,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, extended
family, and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
dearest husband

EARL
ROSENBLOOM

who passed away
November 23, 2014

There are no words to express
how much I love and miss you
and how much I need you.
— Forever in my heart…
Choo  Choo

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS
(Waldman)
SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In loving memory of

RONALD
SILVER

who passed away
November 15, 2009

28 Days in Cheshvan
Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita, father
David, children, grand-
children and sisters.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
and beloved mother,

grandmother and
great-grandmother

HELEN
BROTMAN
who passed away

November 10, 1999
2 Days in Kislev

You live on in our memory and
in our hearts forever. We think
of you every day.
— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MYER COHEN
who passed away

November 15, 1993
2 Days in Kislev, 5754

Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA
ENGEL

who passed away
November 13, 1993

30 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, grand-
children, mother, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)
FLEISHER
who passed away

3 days in Kislev, 5764
November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his children
Gideon and Raisa and friend
Marja in Holland, his sister
Miriam and brother William,
sister in law Doreen and
nephews Zach and Ben in
Winnipeg and relatives in
Israel.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of my
husband, father, grandfather,

brother-in-law, uncle and
friend.

ABRAHAM
(ABIE)

FEIERSTEIN
who passed away

November 20, 2006
29 days in Chesvan, 5767

Though his smile is gone forever
And his hand we cannot touch
We have so many memories,
of the one we loved so much.
His memory is now our keepsake
With which we’ll never part, as
we have them all in our hearts
Your wife Miriam, your
children Michele (Larry), Max
(Ann) your grandchildren
Aidan, Akiva, and Elie.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

KARYN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 30, 2009

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In loving memory of

GERTIE
KOWALL
who passed away

November 25, 2014
3 days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROSE LAVITT
who passed away
November 9, 1994
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN
NATHAN
MANDEL

who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
MASLOVSKY

who passed away
November 28, 2000

1 day in Kislev
— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RANDA
MINKIN

who passed away
December 5, 2008

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by mom Beverly
and brother Shane.

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NAOMI RUTH
PALANSKY

who passed away
November 9, 2010
2 Days in Kislev

Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her husband
Bruce, children Noah and
Lexi, mother Pearl, sisters
Brenda and Cindy, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

DALE NOREEN
RAYTER

who passed away
November 29, 2000

2 Days in Kislev
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by  husband
Ian Rayter, sons Jared and
Aaron, sister Beryl Walsh,
and brother Howard.

In Memoriam
Sixteenth Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BESSIE ANNE
SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 4, 2000

7 days in Kislev
– Sadly missed and always
remembered by her family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAWRENCE
SINGER

who passed away
November 25th, 2014
3 days in Kislev, 5775

— A sweet and gentle soul.
Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his 5 daughters,
sons-in-law, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TOM
SPRINGMAN

who passed away
November 29, 2008

2 days in Kislev
— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

ELAINE
STOLLER
who passed away
December 2, 2008
6 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
countless friends.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

DENA KATZ
who passed away

November 28, 2012
14 days in Kislev

— Forever loved and sadly
missed by husband Henry,
family and friends.

Husbands who
refuse to grant

religious
divorce in Israel
facing criminal

charges, jail
J E R U S A L E M

(JTA) – A Jewish
man in Israel who
refuses to grant his
wife a religious
divorce after being
ordered to do so by
a rabbinical court
could face criminal
charges and be
jailed. 

Under a new poli-
cy directive issued
Monday by the state
prosecutor, Shai
Nitzan, his office
will seek a signifi-
cant prison sentence
for a husband con-
victed of violating
the rabbinical
court’s order to give
his wife a “get,” or
religious divorce,
Haaretz reported. 

A religious court
cannot impose a get,
and a man must give
the religious divorce
of his own free will.
Nitzan said the state
will adhere to those
conditions by only
threatening criminal
charges after the
rabbinical court has
ordered the get and
after consulting
with the legal advis-
er to the rabbinical
courts, Haaretz
reported. 

The husband can
still be jailed even if
he subsequently
agrees to grant the
divorce, however. 

A woman who is
unable to obtain a
get is known as an
agunah, or chained
woman. Under
Jewish law she can-
not remarry. 

Husbands who
refuse to grant a
religious divorce
have been shunned
socially. 



(translation of Russian column)
By MICHAEL SPIVAK
Learn from the best - simultaneous game play

On the first Sunday in November, 2016 the chess club “Erudite” had a
vist from a well-known local chess palyer:  International Master, member
of the Canadian team at the Olympic Games of 1976 and at the Pan
American Championships of 1974 – University of Manitoba Professor
Irwin Lipnowski.

Lipnowski played 11 boards against young players aged 7 to 15 years.  As

acknowledged by the
master, he had hoped to
win all the games in half
an hour, but the high
quality opposition of the
younger players prevent-
ed this.  At the third hour
of the game at half-
boards, it was still a close
contest.  Some of the
games ended in a deep
endgame.  In the end, the
skill and experience of
the venerable guest
brought his stunning vic-
tory on all boards, but as
Lipnowski said after the
match - it wasn’t easy; he
had to work hard to win.

Followin up that first
meeting with Irwin
Lipnowski, our club
“Erudite” will start the
tradition of holding
simultaneous games on a
regular basis with the
strongest players in Manitoba.  Such meetings provide on the one hand, the
recognition and respect of the best chess players and on the other hand, will
allow the continuity of generations and the transfer of expertise to younger
players.

The history of “Erudite” club
I founded The Children’s Chess Club  in early 2011 at the private school

“Erudite”as a cultural and educational center in Manitoba. The first stu-
dents were children of primary elementary school age who, at the time of
the start of classes did not know how to play chess. Intensive classroom
training and homework assignments in conjunction with  practice led to
positive results. One year later, a graduate of the club won first place at the
Manitoba championship among schoolchildren of his age.  A year later, stu-
dents from “Erudite” won first, second and third place in their age cate-
gories.

Students of the club confidently played chess in city competitions where
they won a large number of medals and award ribbons.  Only participating
in a portion of 2012 (when the club “Erudite” became actively involved in
competitions), they brought in 19 awards: six of them in first place, ten in
second place, and three in third place.  In the same year, the Winnipeg team
achieved victory in a friendly Internet match with a team from Montreal.  

With each new year, the club has grown not only quantitatively but also
qualitatively.  Despite the fact that a few strong players moved to other
cities with their parents, the club has grown from ten to forty students.
New student groups appeared:  a beginners group, a middle group which
played in city and provincial tournaments, and an advanced group whose
members were rated in the top 50 players in the province.  All groups were
separated by skill level, not by age.

In 2015, I received an invitation from the Russian organizing committee
for “World Games of young compatriots” to organize a Canadian team for
adolescents aged 12 to 15 years.  The organizers sent a requirement restric-
tion: “... teenagers who speak the Russian language”.  This restriction sig-
nificantly reduced the number of candidates for selection.  In Canada, a lot
of Russian-speaking students played good chess, but some of them could
not participate in the selection because some had problems obtaining an
entry visa, some had personal plans for the tournament period, and some
parents decided not to let their children go alone on a long trip.  Chess clubs
of other cities refused to participate, saying “no one was interested,” or
they simply did not respond to the request.  Only a team of players from
Winnipeg was selected; a qualifying tournament was held, the results of
which determined the team members.

The hosts in Russia enthusiastically greeted more than 600 people from
34 countries.  Former world champion Anatoly Karpov gave a speech and
a few days later he played a simultaneous game with teenagers.

When the tournament started, our team was faced with the tournament
favorites, the chess masters of the Russian and Israeli teams.  After experi-
encing initial losses they did not give up and began climbing up the rank-
ings.  As a result, they finished 13th out of 26 teams, which was a decent
result.

As of the end of 2016, the club ”Erudite” is the largest children’s chess
club in Manitoba.   Among the students, a lot of club representatives are
from the Jewish, Russian, and Chinese communities, as well as from other
countries of the former USSR.

Classes are conducted at the club, both in Russian and English languages.
“Erudite” is dynamically developing and taking an active part in the activ-
ities of the Manitoba Scholastic Chess Association.

The club is open to all fans of the ancient game.

Members of Winnipeg chess club invited to Socchi, Russia
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ШАХМАТЫ: РОССИЙСКО‐ИЗРАИЛЬСКИЕ ТРАДИЦИИ НА КАНАДСКОЙ ЗЕМЛЕ

Михаил СПИВАК
Учиться у лучших – сеанс одновременной игры
В первое ноябрьское воскресенье 2016 года шахматный клуб «Эрудит»
посетил с сеансом одновременной игры замечательный гость: междуна‐
родный мастер, участник канадской сборной на Олимпийских играх 1976
года и на Панамериканском чемпионате 1974 года, профессор
Манитобского университета Ирвин Липновский.
На одиннадцати досках Липновскому противостояли юные игроки в возрас‐
те от 7 до 15 лет. По признанию мастера, он рассчитывал одержать победу
за первые полчаса, но отчаянное сопротивление подрастающих шахмати‐
стов затянулось. На третьем часу игры на половине досок еще шла упорная
борьба. Некоторые партии закончились в глубоком эндшпиле. В конечном
итоге мастерство и опыт почтенного гостя принесли ему безоговорочную
победу на всех досках, но, как сказал после матча Липновский, это не была
«легкая прогулка», ему пришлось потрудиться, чтобы победить.
Встречей с Ирвином Липновским мы, клуб «Эрудит», начинаем традицию
проведения сеансов одновременной игры на постоянной основе с сильней‐
шими игроками провинции Манитобы и ее гостями. Такие встречи дают, с
одной стороны, признание и уважение лучшим шахматистам, и, с другой
стороны, позволяют сохранить преемственность поколений и передачу
опыта подрастающим игрокам.

История клуба «Эрудит»
Детский шахматный клуб был основан тренером Михаилом Спиваком в
начале 2011 года при частной школе «Эрудит» культурно‐образовательного
центра Манитобы. Первыми учениками стали дети младшего школьного
возраста, которые на момент начала занятий не умели играть в шахматы.
Интенсивная теоретическая подготовка, домашние задания в сочетании с
практикой дали положительные результаты и привели к первым успехам.
Уже через год воспитанник клуба завоевывает первое место на чемпионате
Манитобы среди школьников, а еще через год команда закрепляет успех –
первое, второе и третье места достаются ученикам клуба «Эрудит», каждо‐
му в своей возрастной подгруппе.
Воспитанники клуба уверенно выступают на городских соревнованиях, где
добывают большое количество медалей и наградных лент. Один только
неполный 2012 год (когда команда «Эрудит» стала активно участвовать в
соревнованиях) принес 19 наград: из них шесть за первое место, десять – за
второе и три – за третье. В том же году победой команды Виннипега завер‐
шился товарищеский интернет‐матч с командой Монреаля. Со временем
количество наград росло. Несколько раз воспитанники клуба становились
чемпионами Манитобы в своих возрастных подгруппах и принимали уча‐
стие в чемпионатах Канады. Также многие входили в тройку призеров на
провинциальном чемпионате.
С каждым новым годом клуб рос не только количественно, но и качествен‐
но. Несмотря на то, что несколько сильных игроков уехали с родителями в
другие города, «Эрудит» с десяти учеников вырос до сорока. Появились
группы: для начинающих детей; средняя группа – ученики, пробующие
силы на городских и провинциальных турнирах; и старшая группа – игроки,
входящие в Топ‐50 среди учащихся школ провинции. Все группы разделены
условно – не по возрасту, а по силе.
В 2015 году Михаил Спивак получил приглашение российского организа‐
ционного комитета «Всемирных игр юных соотечественников» организо‐
вать и представить на турнире сборную Канады, подростков в возрасте от 12
до 15 лет. Организаторы прислали уточнение: «… подростков, владеющих
русским языком», что значительно сократило возможности отбора. В
Канаде много русскоязычных школьников, хорошо играющих в шахматы, но
кто‐то из них не смог принять участие в отборе, кто‐то не захотел, у кого‐то
проблемы с получением въездной визы или планы на время игр личного
характера. Некоторые родители не решились отпускать своих детей одних в
дальнюю поездку. Шахматные клубы других городов отказались участво‐
вать с формулировкой «никто не заинтересовался» или вообще не ответили
на запросы. Пришлось формировать команду из шахматистов Виннипега.
Был проведен отборочный турнир, по результатам которого определились
участники команды.
Хозяева торжественно встретили гостей, а это более 600 человек из 34
стран. Перед шахматистами выступил экс‐чемпион мира Анатолий Карпов.
Через несколько дней он дал сеанс одновременной игры.
С первых же туров канадцы столкнулись с фаворитами гонки – мастерами
российской и израильской сборных, – и после поражений не опустили руки,
но стали карабкаться вверх по ступеням турнирной таблицы. В итоге 13
место из 26 команд. Достойный результат. 
На сегодняшний день (завершение 2016 года) «Эрудит» – самый большой
детский шахматный клуб провинции Манитобы. Среди учеников клуба
много представителей еврейской и русской общин, а также – из других
стран бывшего СССР. Стали частью команды и китайские ученики.  
Занятия в клубе ведутся, как на русском, так и на английском языках.
«Эрудит» динамично развивается, принимает активное участие в меро‐
приятиях Манитобской Шахматной ассоциации школьников.
Двери клуба открыты для всех любителей древней игры.

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI at the “Erudite”
Chess Club, where he played simultane-
ously with 11 young chess enthusiasts.
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U.S. news

Meet the Jews in Donald Trump’s inner circle
By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN

(JTA) – President-elect Donald Trump has a complicated history with
Jews. On the one hand, his daughter Ivanka converted to Orthodox Judaism
before marrying Jared Kushner, and he’s spoken fondly about having
Jewish grandchildren.

On the other, some of Trump’s supporters identify with anti-Semitic ele-
ments of the alt-right movement, and he’s a favorite of prominent white
supremacist David Duke. On Sunday, Trump appointed Stephen Bannon –
the former chairman of Breitbart News, a site with ties to the alt-right – as
his chief strategist in a move that sparked swift criticism from the Anti-
Defamation League. 

Still, Trump’s cadre of advisers is not short on Jews. While the real estate
magnate and former reality TV star may not officially appoint family mem-
bers to his Cabinet because of federal anti-nepotism regulations, here’s a
look at his Jewish advisers, their views and possible roles in his adminis-
tration.

Jason Greenblatt
Greenblatt has worked as a real-estate lawyer

for Trump for 19 years, and he is one of two
Jewish lawyers whom Trump has said he would
appoint as his Israel advisers. An Orthodox Jew
and Yeshiva University graduate, Greenblatt
studied at a West Bank yeshiva in the mid-1980s
and even did armed guard duty there.

The father of six from Teaneck, New Jersey,
does not have any political experience.

Greenblatt has said he speaks with people involved in the Israeli govern-
ment but has not spoken to any Palestinians since his yeshiva studies. He
has cited the American Israel Public Affairs Committee as one of his main
sources for staying informed about the Jewish state, and helped draft
Trump’s speech at the lobbying group’s annual conference in March.

Greenblatt, who has said he supports the two-state solution, has implied
that Trump will take a more laissez-faire approach to peace building.

“He is not going to impose any solution on Israel,” Greenblatt told
Israel’s Army Radio last week. He also said that Trump “does not view
Jewish settlements as an obstacle to peace.”

David Friedman
Alongside Greenblatt, Trump named

Friedman, 57, as an Israel adviser. Friedman, a
bankruptcy expert and partner at the Kasowitz
law firm in New York, is the president-elect’s
longtime attorney. The son of a Conservative
rabbi with a family history of ties to Republican
presidential candidates – his family hosted

Ronald Reagan for a Shabbat lunch in 1984, the year he won re-election –
Friedman lives in Woodmere, New York, and owns a house in Jerusalem’s
Talbiyeh neighborhood, according to Haaretz.

Friedman has expressed doubt about the future of the two-state solution,
traditionally a pillar of bipartisan U.S. policy in the region. Prior to the
Republican Party passing a platform that omitted references to the two-
state solution, he said it might be time for the party to reject the concept.

“The two-state solution might be one answer, but I don’t think it’s the
only answer anymore,” he said in July.

Friedman has also said that annexing the West Bank would not damage
Israel’s status as a Jewish state.

Jared Kushner 
Kushner – the 35-year-old scion of one of New

York’s most prominent real estate families and,
since 2009, the husband of Trump’s daughter
Ivanka – played a crucial role in the president-
elect’s campaign, especially with regards to
Israel. He worked on Trump’s speech to the
AIPAC annual policy conference that earned
Trump a standing ovation, and helped plan a trip

to Israel for his father-in-law last year. (Trump canceled the trip after Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu slammed his call to ban Muslim
immigration to the United States.)

Trump appears to be smitten with Kushner, often referring to his “fantas-
tic” son-in-law when boasting of his pro-Israel credentials. Kushner, an
Orthodox Jew who lives with his wife and their three children on the Upper
East Side of Manhattan, may have become a household name during the
campaign, but he’s no stranger to the limelight. In 2006, at 25, he bought
the Observer newspaper. Two years later he became CEO of his father’s
company, Kushner Properties, four years after his father was sent to jail for
tax evasion, illegal campaign donations and witness tampering. In 2015,
Fortune named Kushner to its 40 Under 40 list, its “annual ranking of the
most influential young people in business.”

Ivanka Trump
Trump’s daughter Ivanka, 35, who converted

to Orthodox Judaism, has served as the polished,
softer face of her father’s campaign. A success-
ful businesswoman whose brand is centered
around empowering working women, she stood
by him when recordings were released that
caught the president-elect bragging about sexu-
ally assaulting women.

Ivanka has reportedly tried – not always suc-
cessfully – to have her father tone down or walk

back some of his most inflammatory remarks, including having called
Mexican immigrants rapists, according to New York magazine.

She is the founder of the Ivanka Trump Collection, a fashion and lifestyle
brand, and serves as executive vice president of development and acquisi-
tions for the Trump Organization, her father’s company. Ivanka, who gave
birth to her third child in March, belongs to the Upper East Side Orthodox
synagogue Kehilath Jeshurun with Kushner and has described her family
as “pretty observant.” She made Fortune’s 40 Under 40 list in 2014, a year
before her husband did.

Boris Epshteyn
Epshteyn, 34, is a Republican political strate-

gist and staunch defender of Trump who has
appeared as the president-elect’s surrogate on
major TV networks over 100 times, The New
York Times reported.

A New York-based investment banker and
finance attorney, Epshteyn worked as a commu-
nications aide for Sen. John McCain’s presiden-
tial campaign in 2008, focusing his efforts on the

Arizona senator’s running mate, then-Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, whom
Trump is reportedly considering for interior secretary, according to
Politico. Epshteyn, a Moscow native, moved to the United States in 1993.
A fluent Russian speaker who has moderated a panel encouraging invest-
ment in Moscow, he may serve as an asset for Trump in navigating rela-
tions with Russia – Trump has expressed his desire to improve ties with
President Vladimir Putin.

Then again, Epshteyn’s temper may make Continued on next page.



him less of an asset to Trump. TV
hosts described him as “very
combative” and “abrasive,” and

in 2014, Epshteyn was charged with misdemeanor assault after he was
involved in a bar tussle. The charge was dropped after Epshteyn agreed
to undergo anger management training and perform community service.

Stephen Miller
Miller, 30, has played a crucial role in

Trump’s campaign, helping to warm up
crowds at rallies and drafting speeches,
including the president-elect’s acceptance
speech at the Republican National
Convention.

Miller, who has described himself as “a
practicing Jew,” joined the Trump campaign

in January, quickly rising through the ranks to become “one of the most
important people in the campaign,” as Trump’s campaign manager told
The Wall Street Journal. Previously he worked for seven years as an aide
to Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., helping the lawmaker draft materials to kill
a bipartisan Senate immigration reform bill. Some of Sessions’ argu-
ments contain similarities to Trump’s harsh and often controversial state-
ments on the issue, such as calling for building a wall on the Mexican
border and banning Muslim immigration to the country.

Though Miller grew up in a liberal Jewish home in Southern California,
he was drawn to conservative causes early. As a high school student he
wrote a letter to the editor of a local paper in which he slammed his
school for providing free condoms to students and for making announce-
ments both in English and Spanish, among other things.

Steven Mnuchin
Mnuchin, a former Goldman Sachs execu-

tive, worked as Trump’s national finance
chairman during the campaign with the aim of
raising more than $1 billion for the candidate.

Trump and Mnuchin have been friends for
15 years, and prior to being in charge of
Trump’s campaign finances, Mnuchin served
as an adviser. Part of what The New York
Times describes as one of Manhattan’s elite
“most influential families,” Mnuchin and his

father both got rich working at Goldman Sachs. The younger Mnuchin
also co-founded the entertainment company RatPac-Dune Entertainment,
which has worked on such Hollywood hits as “Avatar” and “Black
Swan.” Some saw Trump teaming up with Mnuchin as unusual, consid-
ering that the real-estate mogul had consistently bashed Goldman Sachs.
But it didn’t seem to get in the way of a good working relationship –
Trump is now reportedly considering Mnuchin for the position of
Treasury secretary, according to Politico.

Lewis Eisenberg
Eisenberg, the private equity chief for

Granite Capital International Group, serves as
finance chairman for the Republican National
Committee. He was one of a small group of
Republican Jewish Coalition board members
who did not flee from Trump’s candidacy, and
was a major contributor to groups backing
Trump’s election – only nine of 55 RJC board

members gave to Trump. Alongside Mnuchin, he worked to raise funds
for the candidate. Eisenberg grew up in New Jersey, the Forward report-
ed, and he has been floated as a possible pick for commerce secretary in
the Trump administration. He was the chairman of the Port Authority of
New York and New Jersey at the time of the 9/11 terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Center. Eisenberg told JTA that he was “extremely enthusi-
astic” about a Trump presidency, calling him “a strong advocate for
Israel, a strong advocate for justice and order.”

Michael Glassner 
Glassner was not new to Republican presi-

dential campaigns when Trump appointed him
last year to serve as his national political
director. He worked as director of vice presi-
dential operations for McCain’s 2008 cam-
paign and ran Geogre W. Bush’s campaign in
Iowa in 2000. He has also worked with Palin
and Sen. Bob Dole, a former presidential can-
didate. Like many of Trump’s Jewish advis-

ers, Glassner is outspoken in his support of Israel. Prior to joining the
Trump campaign, he worked as the political director for AIPAC’s
Southwest Regional. Glassner has praised the anti-establishment move-
ment,and he told Jewish Insider that his experience with Palin and the
fact that he lives in New Jersey, not Washington, D.C., made him a good
fit for Trump’s political outsider message. He also served as a senior
adviser to Eisenberg when he was the Port Authority chairman. 

Continued from previous page.
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Jared Kushner may work around nepotism 

rules by giving Trump unpaid advice
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Jared Kushner, a son-in-law of President-elect

Donald Trump and a key campaign adviser, is considering counseling
Trump without a salary to work around federal anti-nepotism laws, accord-
ing to reports.

The Associated Press and other media reported Monday that Kushner, 35,
is exploring the legality of staying on as an unpaid adviser when Trump
assumes the presidency.

Laws in place since after President John F. Kennedy named his brother
Robert attorney general ban a president from nominating or appointing
close family, including in-laws, to administration positions.

Kushner, an Orthodox Jew, is married to Trump’s daughter Ivanka, and
has helped shape Trump’s Israel policies, which shifted over the campaign
from cool to embracing the positions of the right-wing pro-Israel commu-
nity, including recognizing Jerusalem as Israel’s capital and tamping down
criticism of settlements.

Ivanka Trump has said she would not work in a Trump administration.
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Israel acts to save environment—but 
‘green’ activists are silent 

By STEPHEN M.
FLATOW/JNS.org

Important govern-
ment action was taken
to protect the environ-
ment in the Middle East
this week. But don’t
expect the government
in question to get any
credit—because it was
the Israeli government
that took the action, and
the Palestinian Arabs
who were the polluters.
And the Palestinians, as
we all know, are immune from international criticism.

The Israeli authorities repeatedly alerted the Palestinian Authority (PA),
over the course of several years, about a charcoal factory in the PA-ruled
city of Ya’bad that was causing serious air pollution in the area. The
Israelis made it clear that if the PA did not act, Israel would have to inter-
vene.

The primary victims of the Ya’bad pollution were, of course, the
Palestinian residents of Ya’bad and nearby villages. Israeli officials even
pointed out to the PA that the area’s residents suffer a disproportionately
high rate of respiratory problems because of the smoke. So you would
think the PA would take action for that reason alone. But the PA has no
interest in protecting the environment. So it ignored the Israeli warnings. 

PA officials no doubt assumed—based on plenty of previous experi-
ence—that if Israel acted, then the State Department and J Street and The
New York Times would accuse Israel of “intruding on Palestinian territory”
and “driving Palestinian industrialists out of business.” The PA also prob-
ably calculated that the various branches of the Green Party around the
world are so locked in to a radical-left, pro-Palestinian worldview that they
will never speak out against Palestinian pollution. And, so far, that appears
to be the case.

Israel’s patience with the Ya’bad air-poisoners was finally exhausted
Wednesday. Israeli police shut down the factory and confiscated its pro-
duction equipment. Instead of thanking the Israelis for protecting the envi-
ronment and saving Palestinians from lung cancer, PA officials immediate-
ly denounced the Israeli action. The PA’s governor for the Jenin district
said the Israeli action was the latest example of “Israeli policies of confis-
cating lands and imposing tightened measures against Palestinian people.”
He threatened that Israel’s rescue of Palestinians from toxic air pollution
will “strengthen our determination to keep our lands and achieve our
national goals.”

The Palestinian news agency Ma’an reported that “Palestinians whose
livelihoods depended on the charcoal factory called on human rights orga-
nizations to intervene and stop Israeli obstruction of their businesses.” I’m
surprised that Palestinian doctors and hospital administrators haven’t
joined the protests; after all, the smoke from the factory was giving them a
steady supply of patients.

Lest one think the Ya’bad episode was some isolated occurrence, note
that just two weeks ago, Ynet (the news website of the Israeli newspaper
Yedioth Ahronoth) reported there has been “a significant amount of pollu-
tion in the Alexander River over the past week, the source of which appears
to be waste from Palestinian olive harvests in the West Bank. Similar signs
of pollution were spotted in the river last year.”

An eyewitness said people walking on the path alongside the river
noticed “a stink all along the path whose origin couldn’t be explained. We
thought at first that the source of the smell was from still water and the sur-
rounding orchards. But it all changed when we reached the turtle bridge.
There were no turtles. And to our shock, we saw dozens of dead fish and
black water; a real horror…It looked like they poured oil into the river and
all the fish there died. It’s sad to see nature die in front of your eyes like
that.”

Ynet noted the Israeli government has “invested significant resources in
restoring the state of the Alexander River, a river with large populations of
fish, turtles and other aquatic creatures, [but] each year, waste from the sea-
sonal olive harvests in the West Bank flows into the river, leading to the
deaths of fish and other animals, along with causing foul odors. In addition,
the pollutants may put plant life along the river’s banks in danger.”

The Israeli government will no doubt be forced to act against the
Palestinian river-polluters just as it acted in Ya’bad. And the Palestinians
will no doubt claim they are being “persecuted.” Hopefully the Israelis will
ignore that criticism and keep doing the right thing for the environment.

But just imagine, for a moment, if the PA was a sovereign state of
“Palestine,” as supporters of the Palestinian cause are demanding. Any
attempt by Israel to act against pollution emanating from the Palestinian
side of the border would constitute a violation of another country’s nation-
al sovereignty. The Israelis would not only be condemned, but could face
international sanctions. Israel’s air would fill with toxic smoke from
Palestinian charcoal factories, Israel’s rivers would be a dumping ground
for olive-harvesters’ waste, and Israel would be helpless to stop it. Is that
really the kind of future we want for the Jewish state?

A view of the Palestinian Authority-ruled city
of Ya’bad, which is at the center of an Israeli-
Palestinian dispute on air pollution. 

Credit: Wikimedia Commons.


