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Discussion about Jewish food
leads to some frank talk about

the Simkin Centre

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

I
t was billed as a
program devoted to
a discussion of

Jewish food, to be held
in the Multipurpose
Room of the Asper
Campus the evening of
November 19.

But - the program
turned into something
far more than simply a
discussion of favourite
Jewish foods.

Titled “What’s for
Dinner?” the evening was intended to intro-
duce the latest project of the  Jewish Heritage
Centre of Western Canada. According to pro-
ject co-organizer  Susan Turner, (who con-
ceived the idea of undertaking a historical pro-
ject focused on Jewish food along with Sharon
Allentuck, the project began this way: “A cou-
ple of years ago, I began to consider food in
relation to culture, Jewish life in particular.
Sharon Allentuck and I had been chatting
about a treat remembered from our childhood,
‘vursht’, a delicious, candy-like confection of
fruit, nuts, honey, molasses, and coconut. We

talked further, ideas developed, and I wrote up
a grant proposal for a research project. The
JHC submitted the proposal to the Jewish
Foundation. The Jewish Foundation approved
the request, and Sharon and I began our pro-
ject of oral-history interviews.”

“The recorded interviews and the text-tran-
scriptions of them will be available at the
JHC.”

During her remarks to the audience Susan
explained that she and Sharon interviewed
quite a few different individuals, each of
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Panelists at the Nov. 19 Jewish Heritage program titled “What’s
for Dinner?” (l-r): Rabbi Yossi Benarroch, Head, Vaad
Hakashrut; Valerie Burachynsky, Food Services Manager, Simkin
Centre; Maxine Shuster, Manager, Schmoozers; Barb Reiss,
Desserts Plus.

Continued on page 30. See “ Jewish food”.
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Community news

Steven Schipper to be 2019 JNF Negev Gala Honouree

T
he Jewish National Fund of
Canada – Manitoba/Saskatchewan
Regional Branch is thrilled to

announce its 2019 Negev Gala
Honouree: Mr. Steven Schipper,
Former Artistic Director of the Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre. 

As Artistic Director of the Royal
Manitoba Theatre Centre, beginning in
1989, Steven was an acclaimed director
and artistic leader. Under his leadership
and direction the Royal MTC enhanced
its reputation as one of Canada’s fore-
most regional theatres. In 2010, Queen
Elizabeth II honoured Manitoba Theatre
Centre with a Royal designation; Royal
MTC is the only theatre company in
North America to have been so recognized.

Steven was awarded an Honorary Doctorate of Letters from the
University of Winnipeg in 2007 and from the University of Manitoba in
2015. He was also appointed to the Order of Canada and received the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal in 2012 for his contributions to Canadian
Theatre.

The Negev Gala will be held on Monday, May 27, 2019 at the
Centennial Concert Hall. 

The Project that Steven Schipper has chosen to support is Beit
Halochem. 

Beit Halochem provides Israel’s wounded veterans and victims of terror
with the opportunity to regain the dignity and quality of life they deserve.
Beit Halochem centers serve as a place of comfort where members feel
supported and are not alone in their daily struggle to rehabilitate and rein-
tegrate into society. The centers boast an array of exceptional rehabilitative
services including physiotherapy, hydrotherapy, chiropractic treatments
conducted along-side a vast array of social, specialized sport options, edu-
cational programs and cultural activities. 

Beit Halochem Ashdod will be the 5th and newest center being built in
Israel and JNF will help to build it. It will serve almost 7,000 injured and
disabled veterans, as well as victims of terrorist activity, who are living in
that region of the country. Together with their families, more than 15,000
people will benefit from access to this State of the Art facility in Ashdod.

(For more on Beit Halochem, turn to page 8.)
About Steven Schipper:

Steven was born in Montreal and trained at McGill University, Bishop’s
University, and the National Theatre School of Canada. He is married to
actress Terri Cherniack. They’ve made Winnipeg their home since 1987,
when Steven came to Royal MTC to serve as Associate Artistic Director.
They are the proud parents of two children and very recently became
grandparents. 

STEVEN SCHIPPER

8 Days of Giving
Make your IMPACT at any age!

A Budding Philanthropist 
Chanukah Challenge!

Become a Budding Philanthropist this Chanukah season!
Designed for young children ages 2-7, the Giving Chanukiah
encourages children to perform a different act of kindness
for each of the 8 days of Chanukah and to track their
progress by colouring in their very own Giving Chanukiah!

Bring your completed Chanukiah and tzedakah to the
Jewish Federation office for a picture and a prize! Share your
acts of kindness on social media with #jewishwinnipeg to be
featured!

For more information or to receive a copy of your Giving
Chanukiah please call 204.477.7407 or email Hartley at
hmendelsohn@jewishwinnipeg.org

The Combined Jewish Appeal (CJA) offers parents and
children a unique opportunity to learn about philanthropy
together through our Budding Philanthropists program.
Each child who makes a donation to the Combined Jewish
Appeal will be listed in our annual Honour Roll and invited
to our annual CJA Tzedakah Party.

Rady JCC Chanukah Extravaganza Nov. 25

The Rady JCC kicked off this year’s series of Chanukah parties
with a Chanukah Extravaganza featuring a sing-along with Marky
Weinstock on Sunday, November 25.
There will be a Chanukah party for members of Anakhnu/Chofshi,
also open to everyone on December 7. (See ad on page 14.)
The Rady JCC will also be staging a Chanukah party in Transcona
on December 9 (primarily for newcomers to the community), but
open to anyone. (See ad on page 24.)



Wednesday, November 28, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3



How do we define a community? That
question has been a recurrent theme in
this column for quite some time now.

The challenge posed by trying to make some
sense of how we define communities was
brought home even more sharply to me when I
attended two different events in recent weeks.

The first was a talk given by Rabbi Irwin Kula
at Tarbut when he spoke of Jews having adapted

to changing circumstances over time – and having adopted customs and
practices from foreign cultures and religions.

The second event – and one about which I write at some length in this
issue was the discussion of Jewish food that was part of a program pre-
sented by the Jewish Heritage Centre on November 19.

What brings those two events together is the realization that Jewish com-
munities have been constantly evolving. Much as some of us would like to
think that many practices which one may think of as being intrinsic to
Judaism have been passed down from generation to generation unchanged,
Rabbi Kula’s talk showed that is not at all the case.

Here are some examples of what he had to say about Jewish practices
that, while they may not come as a surprise to much keener students of
Jewish history, were certainly news to me:

The chupah – something that is a part of every Jewish wedding ceremo-
ny, had its origins in ancient Persia. Breaking the glass had nothing to do
with commemorating the destruction of the Temple. Kashrut was not at all
well defined, at least the way we know it today, until after the destruction
of the Temple and the advent of the rabbinic period in Judaism. (At the
Jewish food event on November 19 Rabbi Yossi Benarroch also elaborated
on the history of kashrut.)

Finally, and given the time of year – this particular point made by Rabbi
Kula was one I found most interesting: The reason we celebrate Chanukah
for eight days is because at the time of the Maccabees’ revolt against the
Greeks, there was no opportunity to observe Sukkot, which is an eight-day
holiday. Thus, instead Chanukah became a substitute for Sukkot the year of
the revolt. Had the revolt taken place during Shavuot, for instance, Rabbi
Kula observed, we would be celebrating two days of Chanukah.

Interesting stuff, right? But what Rabbi Kula had to say about adaptation
was perhaps even more significant. He held forth the notion that Jews have
always adapted to the circumstances in which they find themselves. One
hundred and forty years ago, he suggested, what Jew alive then could have
imagined what Jewish life would be like today? And in the same vein, he
argued, no one knows what it will mean to be Jewish 140 years from now.
(Sure, ultraorthodox Jews may claim that they haven’t changed over time,
but then ask them what they would do without their computers, their cars,
and other technological advances?)

To illustrate his thesis that what it means to be Jewish is constantly evolv-
ing Rabbi Kula threw out this fascinating observation: According to a

recent poll, 18% of
American Jews claim
to keep kosher; but
18% of American Jews
also have a Christmas
tree. (He wryly noted
that it’s probably not
the same 18% in both
cases.)

All this leads me back
to my original question:
What does it mean to
be a community? I like
to think that this paper
can be read by just
about anyone who will
find something of inter-
est that would appeal to
a particular segment of
the Jewish community.
But let’s be honest
about this. There is no
such thing as an identi-
fiable Jewish commu-
nity per se in Winnipeg
any more. We have dif-
ferent strains of reli-
gious observance, but
as Myron Love has
noted over the years,
only a little more than
4,000 individuals

attend synagogue on the High Holidays, so for the majority of individuals
who would identify themselves as Jewish, even that criterion would not
constitute a defining characteristic of what it means to be Jewish.

(Apparently though, the one practice which ties together Jews more than
anything else is attending a Passover seder.)

What about some other elements that perhaps one might have used to
define Jewish identity? Have they remained constant or have they too been
modified and watered down over the years – and here I’m referring pri-
marily to the Winnipeg situation because that’s what I know best.

If synagogue attendance and adherence to kashrut are not regarded as
essential to what defines being Jewish nowadays, what about support for
Israel? Sad to say, that is not nearly as important as it once was – at least
according to the seminal Pew survey of American Jews (which was con-
ducted in 2013 and published in 2014). Here again are the results of that
survey, in response to the question “What does it mean to be Jewish?” The
answers, in order of priority, were: Remembering the Holocaust – 73%;
Leading an ethical/moral life – 69%; Working for justice/equality – 56%;
Being intellectually curious – 49%; Caring about Israel – 43%; Having a
good sense of humour – 42%; Being part of a Jewish community – 28%;
Observing Jewish law – 19%; Eating traditional Jewish foods – 14%.

Now, I think it’s safe to say that most of those criteria could apply to just
about anyone – Jewish or not. Frankly, when it comes to caring about
Israel, these days the strongest supporters of Israel can be found within the
Christian community, especially Evangelicals. Given that Winnipeg has
received a very large influx of Russian Israeli immigrants within the past
15 years though, I would venture to suggest that caring about Israel is more
important to a higher proportion of individuals who would identify as
Jewish in Winnipeg than would be the case in other cities.

So, if the traditional criteria that one might have used to define what it
means to be Jewish no longer hold sway, what does that mean for the future
of Winnipeg’s Jewish community, if one can still speak in terms of a larg-
er community?

For one, as I have argued in the past several issues, the notion that kashrut
is of prime importance here is simply not the case. Of course, organizations
such as the Jewish Federation will continue to pay lip service to the idea
that kashrut is a central tenet of Jewish identity here, as Federation
President Laurel Malkin did when she responded to my suggestion that the
Simkin Centre be allowed to operate both a non-kosher kitchen as well as
a kosher kitchen. But, when it comes to coming up with the funds to sup-
port kashrut in Winnipeg, well, the Jewish Federation just doesn’t do that. 

Within the past two months we have seen the following: BerMax Caffé
and Desserts Plus have both gone non-kosher in their restaurants; and
Carver’s Knife, the Transcona butcher shop that was bringing in fresh
kosher meat, has decided to stop doing that. The Jewish Federation did not
step in to help any of those establishments remain kosher, which was the
right decision, but one might well ask how the Federation can insist that
kashrut is an intrinsic part of what it means to be Jewish in Winnipeg if it
is not prepared to back that up with financial support?

Then, when I was shocked to learn that the Simkin Centre is limited to
spending only $8.70/day per resident on food (See my article on page 1 for
more on this), it hit home even more how the cost of keeping kosher is
severely affecting what that facility is able to provide to its residents.

I decided to contact the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority to confirm
what I had heard at the program about Jewish food. I asked whether it is
true that the WRHA provides only $8.70/day per resident for food at the
Simkin Centre. Here is what I was told by a WRHA spokesperson: “based
on reporting submitted by the personal care home sites as at March 31,
2018, I can confirm that Simkin Centre reported food costs of $8.40 (actu-
al expenditures) compared to the average of  $6.99 across all other sites.
This does not include the cost of the staff to prepare and serve the meals,
but represents the actual grocery costs only.” (That $8.40 is even less than
what was reported at the November 19 meeting.)

And because Irwin Corobow, CEO of the Simkin Centre, said at the same
meeting that it has been nine years since the WRHA gave an increase in
allocations to the Simkin Centre (or any other personal care home in
Winnipeg), I had to ask the spokesperson from the WRHA whether that
was true? (I just couldn’t believe that there hasn’t been an increase in allo-
cations to personal care homes for nine years.)

Here’s what I was told: “The last supply cost increase provided was back
in 2011/12. This is also the last year that MHSAL (Manitoba Health) pro-
vided the WRHA with an increase for this type of allocation.  This supply
cost increase was meant to target any and all areas of cost pressure (2%
increase in supplies), including food.” 

As I note in my story about the Jewish food program, the anguish in the
voice of Valerie Burachynsky, Food Services Manager at the Simkin
Centre, was palpable. She explained that she and her staff are doing the best
they can under the circumstances, but the financial constraints under which
they are forced to work are extremely difficult.
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Anti-Semitic incidents perpetrated by African Americans, Muslims
far exceed those from white nationalist, neo-Nazis

By MYRON LOVE
There are none so blind as those who refuse to see. 
This is a proverb that applies particularly well to those who identify

themselves as “progressive” – which seems to include many people in gov-
ernment, the media and within the factions of the Jewish community that
consider themselves liberal or leftist.

I would argue that the murderous attack by a Neo-Nazi/White
Supremacist against the Squirrel Hill Synagogue in Pittsburgh last month
was a one-off.

First, put it in context. Because the victims were Jews, it certainly hits
home.

But mass killings are nothing out of the ordinary in the United States.
Remember that attack by a Muslim zealot on a gay gathering place in
Florida that left more than 50 dead? Or the mass slaughter at the concert in
Las Vegas that numbered more than 50 dead? The killer’s motivation still
isn’t known. Or the Parkland High School shooting earlier this year that
killed 17. Or the 12 murdered at a college bar in southern California just a
couple of weeks ago.

Look, Neo-Nazi/White Supremacist/Ku Klux Klan adherents’ numbers in
the United States are infinitesimally small – a small number of losers who
have no popular, political or media support anywhere and who are certain-
ly rarely found in the large cities where most American Jews live.

In fact, most Americans have a favourable view of their Jewish fellow
citizens.

I would argue that the greater dangers long term for American Jews and
Jews in the West in general are from within the growing Muslim commu-
nities, radical anti-Israel leftists who are beginning to attain positions of
influence, and from within the African-American community.

There are those who state that the Pittsburgh attack was the largest mass
killing of Jews on American soil in American history. True – but how many
readers recall the worst pogrom on American soil against an American
Jewish community?

That would be the Crown Heights riots of August 19-21, 1991, when, as
a result of the accidental death of a young African-American who was hit
by a car in the Lubavitcher Rebbe’s motorcade, African-Americans rioted
for three days. One Jewish man was stabbed to death, several Jews were
injured, there was much destruction and looting, and the people in the
neighbourhood were terrorized.

Does anyone recall one of the principal instigators of that anti-Semitic
program? Does the name “Al Sharpton” ring any bells? Sharpton is today
one of America’s most revered African-American leaders despite a history
of incitement (not only against Jews).

Sharpton was a guest of honour at the recent funeral of Aretha Franklin.
He was seated with former President Bill Clinton and America’s highest-
profile racist and anti-Semite:  Louis Farrakhan, the leader of the Nation of
Islam.

Although Farrakhan would certainly never be mistaken for a White
Supremacist, he recently referred to Jews as “termites” - Nazi terminology
if ever I heard any. As well, on a recent visit to Iran, he joined in chants of
“death to America” and “Death to Israel”. 

The man is an unapologetic racist and anti-Semite who is also revered
among many in the African-American community. Not a single member of
the Democratic Black Caucus in the American Congress calls him out.

But these are just words, some may say.
Well, here are some concrete and recent examples of anti-Semitic attacks

in New York City carried out by African-Americans.
One example: New York City police reported that a group of black

teenagers between the ages of 12 and 14 wearing hoodies within a 45-
minute time period one recent Saturday (November 3) first pushed a Jewish
youth from behind and knocked off his hat, then threw a metal pipe into the
glass window of a synagogue, and lastly knocked a 10-year-old Jewish girl
to the ground.

“When you look at the totality of what we have here, there is a nexus to
the Jewish faith in all three,” NYPD Chief of Detectives Dermot Shea was
quoted as saying during a press conference.

Police arrested suspects in connection with the incidents, which they are
investigating as hate crimes.

Then there is the case of a gay African refugee by the ironic name of
James Polite, who was helped by a Jewish couple who paid for his college
education. As reported by Daniel Greenfield on the  website, Front Page
News, Polite was arrested for setting seven  fires in Hasidic Jewish schools
and synagogues in Brooklyn. He also scribbled, “Kill All Jews” inside one
synagogue. He also left the words “Jew Better Be Ready” and “Insert Oven
Here” at another location. 

In just one week in the life of New York City, Greenfield points out, nine
attacks on Jewish institutions, seven fires, one broken window and nine
Black male perpetrators.

Greenfield cites an Anti Defamation League survey that shows that black
anti-Semitism is two to three times higher than the American average. He
cites another study reported by the Washington Post that suggests that the
majority of Americans who hold deeply entrenched anti-Semitic views are
minorities.

“Higher rates of anti-Semitic attitudes are bound to lead to higher rates
of anti-Semitic hate crimes within the black community,” Greenfield notes.
“And, in the aftermath of the Pittsburgh mass shooting, all the anti-Semitic
incidents in New York City (159 last year) appeared to be perpetrated by
black men.”

Now we turn to Jew-hatred within the Muslim community. As noted by
Judith Bergman, writing for the Gatestone Institute website, “Jew hatred
exists on the right, the left and is the raison d’etre of Islamists, but out of
the three, Jewish liberals only protest right wing Jew hatred. They usually
have nothing to say about Muslim Jew hatred, even though it is being
stoked in mosques across the US. Islamic Jew-hatred is a time bomb wait-
ing to go off, but that does not seem to bother liberal American Jews very
much.”

Bergman cites cases of imams in mosques in North Carolina, New
Jersey, Texas and California, respectively, last year calling for the killing of
Jews. “American organizations were conspicuously quiet,” she points out.
“No one was holding protests, calling on President Donald Trump to
“devise a plan” to confront Muslim supremacy, as the ADL had done in
response to the white supremacists after Charlottesville.

“This is disturbing,” she continues, “because terrorism is frequently pre-
ceded by indoctrination. Calls in US mosques for the murder of Jews need
to be taken seriously. They need to be prosecuted, not tolerated.”

She concludes that “calls from imams in mosques to murder anyone
should set off alarm bells that murders are in the works. Or does it matter
for liberal American Jews only when the potential perpetrator is a neo
Nazi?”

Turning to England and Britain’s leftwing Labour Party – the official
opposition in Parliament, British journalist and broadcaster Rod Liddle,
writing for the Jewish News (which is described as Britain’s largest online
newspaper), has written an essay about his “journey into the darkest depths
of British anti-Semitism”.

Liddle had been a member of the Labour Party for 40 years. He writes
that he has been kicked out “for having attempted to explain the party’s
strange affection for antisemitism.

“It was the consequence, I reckoned, of the growing number of Muslim
activists and councillors within Labour and the infantile supposedly liber-
al far left whose unconditional support for “Palestine” (to the exclusion of
every other supposedly persecuted minority in the world) was an even
more potent symbol of their status than shopping at Waitrose,” he observes.

Time and again though, he found the same tropes emerged, “the same
sort of stuff that Streicher and Goebbels would have commended – and
uttered. You can’t tell the truth about Palestine because Jews control the
media. They run the government. The old blood libel business. 

“Here’s the test – if you cannot see the flagrant racism in the BDS move-
ment, and if you are obsessed with the perfidy of the Middle East’s only
democracy to the exclusion of all else, you (a good proportion of the
Labour Party, including the leader) are an antisemite.”

I would suggest that the same holds true for a growing number of mem-
bers and supporters of the Democratic Party in America.
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Ex-teacher at 2 Toronto Jewish day 
schools convicted of sex offenses

TORONTO (JTA) -- A former teacher at two Toronto-area Jewish day
schools was found guilty of several sexual offenses.

Stephen Joseph Schacter was found guilty two weeks ago by a Superior
Court of Justice judge of three counts of sexual assault, two counts of
sexual interference and one count of gross indecency, the Canadian
Jewish News reported last week.

Sentencing hearings on the child pornography charge and the sexual
offenses are scheduled for early 2019.

The offenses occurred between 1982 and 2002. The case featured four
complaints.

Schacter was a teacher at Eitz Chaim schools between 1986 and 2004.
At a news conference November 19, police said Schacter taught second
and third grades at the Orthodox Jewish school, which runs three cam-
puses in the Toronto area.

In May, Schacter was found guilty of one count of possessing child
pornography. Aspects of that case were introduced as evidence in the trial
over the sexual offenses.

Police arrested Schacter in 2016. In 2015, he had been charged with one
count of possessing child pornography. At the time, police encouraged his
former students to come forward.



Young entrepreneur creates community space for ideas, individual re-invention

J
ordan Zwingerman wants to
help you realize your (per-
haps) secret ambition and

make your dreams come true. To
that end, the 28-year-old son of
Susan and Ed Zwingerman has
created “The Space”, a kind of
ideas and development lab in the
basement of a rejuvenated old
building in the Exchange District.

Or, as Zwingerman describes it, a community centre that is
designed to bring people together and ideas to fruition.

“We provide the work space, the tools and the equip-
ment,” he says. “One of our goals is to bring back the
human connectivity that people miss when they spend too
much of their time online. Our focus is on providing the
possibility of changing with life with an eye on improving
the quality of your life.”

The effervescent entrepreneur – who brims with enthusi-
asm and ideas himself – provides a perfect example of how
one can re-invent oneself – more than once.

Growing up in the North End (north of Leila),
Zwingerman from a young age exhibited an entrepreneur-
ial bent. He recalls selling pop caps for a looney on the
playground when he was in Grade 2. In first year universi-
ty, he started a painting company that eventually grew to
ten employees.

“Through my painting company, I learned about market-
ing,” the Asper School of Business graduate notes. “That
led to my second business as a marketing consultant. My
clients were small businesses in their early stages. I would
look after their marketing – but only charge a fee if I pro-
duced positive results. After a couple of years, my client
base had grown by 80%.”

He expanded into digital marketing – but he was still feeling restless and
somewhat dissatisfied.

Seven years ago, he also embarked on a food truck venture. “Stuff It” was
based on Broadway near Main Street.

“I was trying to prove a concept,” Zwingerman explains. “That is, it
doesn’t matter what you do so much as how you go about doing it. The con-

cept for the food truck came from a
conversation with a friend. I was most-
ly finished with my painting company. 

“I could have sold hot dogs, but I
wanted to do something different,
something that had never been done
before.” Zwingerman’s new concept
was to market baguettes filled with
different stuffing along with deep-
fried pickles and banana peppers. “The
stuffed baguettes provided the perfect
balance of quality, quantity and price,”
he says.

“At the time, I was operating three
businesses at the same time,” he
recalls. “I was meeting a lot of people
and building relationships. But, at the
end of the day, I still wasn’t satisfied.
Three years ago, I sold my businesses. 

“I wanted to try a different approach
to life.”

He started “The Space” in 2016 as a
result of getting to know a woman
whose adult daughter had recently
passed away. “I was rife with ideas,”
Zwingerman recalls. “I felt that some-
thing was cooking, but I wasn’t sure
what it was. Then I met Heidi.”

Prior to her passing, Heidi’s daugh-
ter had her own dream of opening a
retail second hand clothing store. She
had amassed a large quantity of
women’s clothing and shoes which

were sitting in Heidi’s garage. 
“I could tell that having to deal with all that stuff was a huge weight on

her,” Zwingerman recounts. “I proposed that we recreate a pop-up retail
space. W e rented this basement in the Exchange District for a couple of
months.

“And something clicked in my mind.”

“The Space” has an eclectic collection of tools, technology and bric-a-
brac for all occasions and uses. Zwingerman also shows off a num-
ber of other unused spaces in the basement area that can be adapt-
ed for different temporary uses.

So - what has “The Space” been used for to date. Well, one
example of a satisfied user is a local hip-hop artist who goes by the
name of Blaze. The hip-hop artist had heard about Zwingerman
and showed up one day asking for help with the creative process.

“We discussed the project, the concept and purpose and broke it
down step by step,” Zwingerman says. “I helped Blaze develop his
first music video which he shot here.”

Zwingerman has also hosted Comedy Super Nova three times at
“The Space”, all of which were sold out. 

He has helped poets and artists and has helped six people start
small businesses.

Then there was the fellow who came in with the goal of becom-
ing a blacksmith. Zwingerman did some research, helped source a
forge and blast oven and helped get the fellow some training.

Zwingerman also does outreach. For example, he spent a couple
of days at H.C. Avery Middle School in Garden City working with
Grade 7 and 8 students. “The kids were fantastic,” he says. “Some
held a bake sale for charity. One student designed an envelope for
the backs of flyers. Another designed a pair of shoes. It was all
about helping them discover their potential.”

Another of his outreach efforts has been at Pan Am Place – a
couple of blocks from “The Space” in the Exchange. Pan Am
Place is a boxing club which also offers a drug-free residence for
homeless young men in their late teens and 20s.

“We have paint and wood that has been dropped off here that Pan
Am residents can use to start projects,” he says. “We also have
Space School for those who want to further educate themselves.”

All the projects that “The Space” users initiate are self-directed,
Zwingerman points out.

“My principal aim at ‘The Space’ is to bring people together in
mentorship relationships or partnership relations or just to share
their passions,” he says. “You can lead your own project or help
others with their projects. My hope is that you can make new
friends here or find a support group. We don’t turn down any pro-
jects here as long as they pose no harm.“
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World news

How Netanyahu‘s cozy relationship with the 
Saudi crown prince could cost Israel

By RON KAMPEAS
WA S H I N G T O N

(JTA) – Saudi Arabia is
in hot water because its
agents murdered a jour-
nalist, but Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu is asking the
West not to throw away
the kingdom’s prince.

It’s a major ask – one
that could get
Netanyahu and his
nation in their own
tepid tub.

The problem facing
Israel was evident in a
piece published
November 11  in The
Washington Post by
Jackson Diehl, a colum-
nist whom Israeli offi-
cials have in the past
trusted to be fair and
sensitive to the coun-
try’s concerns.

“Why is Israel tossing a lifeline to Jamal
Khashoggi’s killers?” the headline read for an
essay that ripped Netanyahu.

“The spectacle of an Israeli leader lobbying to
excuse an Arab dictator for murder will only
compound the damage he has done to his coun-
try’s relationship with the United States,” Diehl
wrote.

Khashoggi, who was assassinated last month
in the Saudi consulate in Istanbul, voiced his dis-
sent with the Saudi regime as a Washington Post
columnist. Diehl, like others at the paper, would
be more naturally inclined than others to express
outrage at any attempt to whitewash the Saudi
regime.

But Diehl’s warning was substantive: JTA has
learned that Democrats in Congress – the party
has just wrested control of the U.S. House of
Representatives from the Republicans – are furi-
ous with Netanyahu for being among the few
leaders to publicly defend the regime as evi-
dence mounts that Khashoggi was killed on
orders from above.

“What happened in the Istanbul consulate was
horrendous and it should be duly dealt with,”
Netanyahu said Nov. 2 at an event in Varna,
Bulgaria. “Yet the same time I say it, it is very
important for the stability of the world, for the
region and for the world, that Saudi Arabia
remains stable.”

The question at the heart of the Khashoggi
murder is whether the country’s effective ruler,
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, directly
ordered the hit. The prince has denied it vehe-
mently to President Donald Trump, who has
tended to give bin Salman the benefit of the
doubt. Middle East hands wonder how such a
sophisticated assassination could have been car-
ried out without bin Salman’s OK.

On November 13, The New York Times report-
ed that one of the alleged hitmen instructed a
superior to “tell your boss” that the job was
done; the “boss” is assumed to be bin Salman.

Netanyahu’s investment in Saudi Arabia goes
beyond the country’s stability. He is particularly
close to bin Salman, as is Trump.

“I think the administration, when they know all
the facts, are going to have to decide how can
they on the one hand make clear that this action
is unacceptable, but also not throw out the prince

with the bathwater, let’s put it that
way,” Israeli Ambassador to the U.S. Ron
Dermer, perhaps Netanyahu’s closest adviser,
said earlier this month at a synagogue event in
Houston.

The key to understanding Netanyahu’s posi-
tioning is the enemy that Israel and the Saudis
share: Iran.

“It’s a tightrope act for Netanyahu right now,”
Jonathan Schanzer, the vice president of the
Foundation for Defense of Democracies, said in
an interview. “For him and for Israel, there is a
question of who will fight Iran’s regional
aggression other than Israel. The Saudis have
assumed that role. They have the eastern flank of
the Middle East, Israel has the west.”

Another factor is Netanyahu’s strategy of
seeking broader acceptance in the Middle East
absent substantive progress in any peace deal
with the Palestinians, Schanzer said.

“This is an opportunity for him to publicly
come out and not overtly state that there are ties
between Israel and the Saudis, but certainly to
imply it, and to show the Arab world Israel can
be an ally,” he said.

The cost, said Aaron David Miller, a top
Middle East negotiator under Republican and
Democratic presidents, is to Israel’s reputation.

“The Israelis have to be very careful that they
should not become MbS’s lawyer in
Washington,” said Miller, using bin Salman’s
nickname. Miller is now the vice president of
The Woodrow Wilson International Center for
Scholars.

While Netanyahu and his predecessors natu-
rally tended toward an interests-based foreign
policy, Miller said, “It’s very bad for Israel’s
image and credibility to be cavorting with a
regime that is killing and murdering its dis-
senters on the streets of Arab capitals or
European capitals.”

The immediate cost may be in how responsive
the new Democratic House is to the pro-Israel
agenda. In the immediate future, defense assis-
tance will remain untouched, but Democrats
would likely be less inclined to back the feel-
good declarative statements that are often the
bread and butter of pro-Israel lobbyists. That, in
the long run, could erode overall support in the
party for Israel.

An accelerant to the bad will among
Democrats is that Netanyahu appears to be prop-

ping up Saudi Arabia as a means of pleasing
Trump, who is the bete noir of the party and of
liberals more than any other Republican leader.

“They’re looked at as if they’re coming out in
support of a Trump ally,” said Schanzer.

���������	
����	�	����������

Wishing all my clients and their families a

HAPPY CHANUKAH

204-791-9792

DAIEN DENTURE CLINIC
MOBILE DENTURE SERVICE

Celebrating 30 Years!

www.centrichealthsurgical.com
/location/winnipeg/

204.633.1108

ChH h k h!y ChHapppy
our from yyofrro

giMaples Surrg

.centrichealthsur

Specializing in Cosmetic & Plastic Sur

www
/location/winnipeg/

204.633.1108

y Chanukah! 
our friends at 

e ical Centrre

gical.com

e...gery and morrePlastic Surrg

.centrichealthsur
/location/winnipeg/

204.633.1108Saudi Crown Prince 
MOHAMMED bin SALMAN

Israeli Prime Minister
BENJAMIN NETANYAHU



8 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 28, 2018

 

THANK

YOU

 

 

REBUILDING LIVES,  
REPAYING COURAGE, 

REHABILITATING  
ISRAEL’S HEROES

On behalf of mor  

 

 

  
 

  

On behalf of mor  

 

 

  
 

  

e than 51,000On behalf of mor  

 

 

  
 

  

e than 51,000 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

On behalf of mor  

 

 

  
 

  

ed Israeli veterans injur
On behalf of mor

THANK
 

 

 

  
 

  

ed Israeli veterans
e than 51,000On behalf of mor

THANK
 

 

 

  
 

  

ed Israeli veterans
e than 51,000

THANK
 

 

 

  
 

  

THANK ISRAEL
REHABILIT

YIAAYREPPA
REBUILDING LIVES,

o yhanks tT

 

 

 

  
 

  
’S HEROESAELL’

TINGAATABILITTA
YING COURAGE,

REBUILDING LIVES,

e able e ar, wouo y

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

THANK
 

 

 

  
 

  

THANK
 

 

 

  
 

  

THANK
 

 

 

  
 

  

THANK
eted vinjur

end Io deffet
e long fs wA

. aelIsr
edge Cleading-

es and prvicser
alleled runpar

eit Halochemo fund Bt
o yhanks tT

 

 

 

  
 

  

. tinuesonans ceret
ael and assist her end Isr

, the need eor peacg ffo

oss es acrtrenedge C
e t fivaams groes and pr

e tivehabilitaalleled r
s’eit Halochem

e able e ar, wouo y

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

YOU

 

 

 

  
 

  

YOU

 

 

 

  
 

  

YOU

 

 

 

  
 

  

eit Halochem hopes hile BW

omen, and their familiesw
es made bificsacr

wledgnoack
or the rand f

om the time thefr
ounded vs w’’saelsrI
chem takeit HaloB

 

 

 

  
 

  

eit Halochem hopes 

. omen, and their families
y these men, es made b

mous ing the enorwledg
, esest of their livor the r

ed e injury arom the time the
ans eretounded v

e of ares cchem takke

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

  
 

  

istregitable rChar
www

905.695.0611    t
anada, Aeit Halochem CB

 

 

 

  
 

  

tion  #11877 9081 RR001   aistr
.beithalochem.caw

ee  1.800.355.1648oll fr905.695.0611    t
ans of IsreretVo Disabled id tanada, A

 

 

 

  
 

  

aelans of Isr

 

 

 

  
 

  

much needed
t in this csuppor

e thank yW. aelsrI
of those who giv

, and enhancebuildr
eady tstand r

or no morffo

 

 

 

  
 

  

.much needed
t is . Itommitment in this c

our or you ffoe thank y
or e so much fof those who giv
es e the liv, and enhanc

, etehabilitao ready t
we, e new members

 

 

 

  
 

  

Courage in Motion 2018 included renowned Canadian sports figure 
NHL veteran Keith Primeau  was among those cycling to fundraise

for Israeli disabled veterans and victims of terror. 

O
ver 100 Canadian cyclists participated in the recent Courage in
Motion (CIM) bike ride. The fundraising ride, now in its 11th
year, has grown steadily in popularity over its first decade and this

year, like many before, was sold-out. This initiative of Beit Halochem
Canada, Aid to Disabled Veterans of Canada welcomed cyclists from
across Canada, joined by some Americans and Israelis. From October 22-
26, international cyclists rode alongside Israel’s disabled veterans on four
fully supported routes taking them through southern Israel’s remarkable
archaeological landmarks and breath-taking landscapes. 

With fundraising open until December 31, 2018, it is expected that
Courage in Motion 2018 will raise approximately $850,000 (CDN).
Cyclists’ efforts enabled members of Zahal Disabled Veterans
Organization/Beit Halochem to participate in the ride and will also fund
programming at Beit Halochem Centres in Beer She’eva, Haifa,

Jerusalem, and Tel Aviv. With thanks to the annual ride, cycling has
grown to be among the Centres’ most popular activities. 

Lisa Levy, an avid cyclist and National Executive Director of Beit
Halochem Canada, is the founder of Courage in Motion. She said, “I’m
pleased that the ride was, once again, sold out. It’s evident that our
cyclists embrace the aspect of riding alongside those who are directly
helped by their efforts. This year, we’re incredibly proud that more than
120 wounded Israeli veterans participated due to the fundraising by our
110 Canadian riders. We are also gratified that many of our Canadian par-
ticipants feel that they get more out of the experience than the disabled
veterans.” 

While many cyclists return year after year, several others were new to
Courage in Motion 2018. One of the first-time participants was former
NHL player Keith Primeau.

Former NHL player Keith Primeau (in lead, at left) was among the
100 Canadian cyclists in this year’s “Courage in Motion” ride

Disabled Israel Defencc Force veterans also participated in the
ride.
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Congregation Etz Chayim sells
HSBA Gardens

By MYRON LOVE
“It was strictly a business decision,” says Jonathan

Buchwald, the executive director of Congregation Etz
Chayim, of the congregation board’s decision to sell the
HSBA Gardens, one of three low-rent north end seniors apart-
ment blocks that the synagogue owns. “The decision is recog-
nition that we are in the business of operating a synagogue
and not in the business of being property managers.”

The 45-plus year old HSBA Gardens was the first of three
such affordable seniors apartments built in the last decades of
the last century that were connected with synagogues. The
HSBA was built by the former Hebrew Sick Benefit
Association, the largest of several mutual aid societies for
Jewish immigrants to Winnipeg that were formed in the early
1900s at a time before governments provided social services.
The apartment block preceded the construction of the former
Beth Israel Synagogue – which was created by a merger of the
Hebrew Sick and the Ateres Israel (Mizericher) shul - on the
same parcel of land in Garden City.

After the merger of the Beth Israel, Bnay Abraham and
Rosh Pina Synagoguesmerged in 2002, Congregation Etz
Chayim – the new synagogue that came out of the merger –
inherited all three seniors’ blocks as well as the three syna-
gogue buildings. Etz Chayim subsequently sold the Beth
Israel to the Aleph Bet Day Care and the Bnay Abraham to a
church group.

The purpose of three synagogue-related seniors apartments
– the Beit Am was built adjacent to and connected with the
former Bnay Abraham Synagogue and the Rosh Pina Co-op
just across the road from the current Congregation Etz
Chayim (which used to be the Rosh Pina) – was to provide
affordable apartments for Jewish seniors who were looking to
downsize and, it was hoped, to help boost attendance for
Shabbat and daily minyan services at the synagogues.

As things turned out however, with more members of the
community choosing to move south – lured in part by newer
assisted independent living complexes such as the
Shaftesbury, the Portsmouth and the Boulton, the number of
Jewish residents of the three apartment blocks are far out-
numbered by non-Jewish seniors. The number of Jewish resi-
dents currently living at the 40-suite (all bachelor suites)
HSBA Gardens, for example, may have dwindled to as few as
one.

Buchwald notes that the HSBA Gardens’ new owner has
pledged to maintain the status quo.

At the moment, he adds, Etz Chayim has no plans to divest
itself of the Beit Am or the Rosh Pina Co-op.

Community news

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
An integrated theory of Jewish literature is an illusion.

Only Ashkenazi and Sefardi men were able to study religious
texts. Secular texts written in Yiddish, Arabic and Ladino
were not known beyond their specific communities. The
study of Jewish literature today should take into account the
marginalized voices of Jews all over the world and not force
a unifying Zionist agenda on them. 



A tale of two communities
By SIMONE COHEN SCOTT
Jerusalem, November 11th, 2018

T
he last Shabbat I spent in Winnipeg was the Shabbat of the Pittsburgh
horror, the slaying of eleven people at prayer, because they were
Jewish. Still in shock later that week, I had plenty of time to muse as

I waited around in airports on my trek to Jerusalem. My mind went back
four years, when, on November 18, 2014, in the Har Nof neighbourhood of
Jerusalem, another antisemitic murder ended the lives of four Jews, also as
they were praying. 

I scoured the media, expecting a comparison to be drawn between the
two events. If there was one, I missed it.
Meanwhile, as I read on, descriptions of the
shootings in the Jewish community of
Squirrel Hill were embossed on my brain by
various journalistic describers. One differ-
ence stood out clearly as I tried to recall
details of the earlier massacre: there was
blood....lots of blood...all over tallisim and
siddurim. Pictures taken in the shule that
Tuesday morning were displayed ubiquitous-
ly in the media and are not easily erased from
the mind. Already a difference was plain to
see; the Pittsburgh victims were shot by a rifle
and three handguns wielded by one man. In
Har Nof the weapons were axes, knives, guns
and hatchets, in the hands of two. I decided to
search the archives for gentler memories of
this earlier tragedy.

Does anyone remember that of the four rabbis dead at the scene, three
were American? The fourth was from Britain, Rabbi Abraham Goldberg,
age 68. The Americans were Rabbi Moshe Twersky, age 59, (grandson of
the famous Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik); Rabbi Kalman Levine, age 55;
Rabbi Aryah Kupinsky, age 43. The youngest victim that day was traffic
Police Officer Zidan Sayif, in his late 20s, from the Druze Village of

Yanuch-Jat in the Galilee. He had stood as a barricade, distracting attack-
ers from worshippers, taking axe hits to his arms and head. Finally he was
shot dead. Later, the Jewish widows of the murdered rabbis visited Yanuch-
Jat, to mourn with Zidan’s family and village.

One of the many wounded that day was Shmuel Yerucham, stabbed
repeatedly in the head, back, and arms. He died 11 months later, at age 55,
never having come out of his coma. He left behind 10 children. The ages
of the Jewish victims ranged from 68 to 43. After the Har Nof massacre,
committed by two Arabs, cousins, from East Jerusalem, gun restrictions in
Israel were relaxed. 

The Pittsburgh assailant, a self-employed truck dri-
ver, used, as well as handguns, an AR-15. According
to Wikipedia, “The Colt AR-15 is a lightweight, mag-
azine fed, gas-operated semi-automatic rifle....” First
responders are credited with preventing several more
deaths.

The eleven victims of the Squirrel Hill massacre
were considerably older, ranging from 54 to 97. It is
important to name names. They were: Cecil
Rosenthal (59) and his brother David Rosenthal (54;
Irving Younger (69); Melvin Wax (87); Rose
Mallinger (97); Sylvan Simon (86) and wife Bernice
(84); Dr. Jerry Rabinowitz (66); Joyce Feinberg (74),
(Joyce was born in Canada); Dr. Richard Gottfried
(65); Daniel Stein (71). There is more information
and nice personal tributes online at CNN.

Upsetting events provoke upsetting thoughts. Is it
perhaps cathartic to review two similar but different horrifying events? Is
it edifying? Remember, these people were at worship, each in the way that
he or she believed it fitting to worship. And the killers took their lives. In
the sight of God these hate crazed killers took their lives.

It has been said that Israel is the canary in the coal mine. Miners would
take canaries down the shafts with them into the mines, as they would be
first to die if carbon monoxide were present. In other words, Israel may be
an early indicator of an imminent danger. Should America beware? After
all, antisemitism is not long gone from its shores. Remember the 1947
novel by Laura Z. Hobson “Gentlemen’s Agreement”, which was made
into a movie the same year? It was an exposé of latent antisemitism in the
United States immediately after the war. In the decades following, perhaps
due to a kind of purge in reaction to the Nazi horrors, polite people no
longer displayed animosity towards Jews. All that has changed, however,
for no rational reason, and diatribes against Jews have not even made the
list of politically incorrect speech. What to make of this? Has the illness,
after a brief remission, metastasized?

In answer to a question from one of his students, Rabbi Moshe Stern z”l,
of the University of Manitoba, said that antisemitism is caused by “poor
mental hygiene’. He was also my professor, and I believe his antidote
would be more prayer, more synagogue attendance, and more acts of lov-
ing kindness.
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Report from Israel

Brent Schacter appointed to
Standards Council of Canada

Dr. Brent Schacter is one of
six new appointees to the
Standards Council of Canada.
His appointment was
announced in a release issued
by The Honourable Navdeep
Bains, Minister of Innovation,
Science and Economic
Development (ISED) and
Minister responsible for the
Standards Council of Canada
(SCC). 

The Standards Council of
Canada plays a critical role in
setting the strategic direction
of the organization and in
ensuring strong governance
practices. Members are
appointed based on their
knowledge and experience, and they actively support SCC’s mandate to
enhance Canada’s economic competitiveness and well-being through the
development and use of standardization.

Dr, BRENT SCHACTER

One More Candle on Chanukah
One More Candle in partnership with B’nai Brith Canada invites you

to make this Chanukah extra meaningful by lighting One More Candle
to honour the memory of a child who perished in the Shoah.

One More Candle is a registered charity based in Winnipeg .We offer
you the opportunity to adopt the memory of a child murdered in the
Holocaust. 

For more information please visit us at www.onemorecandle.org 
We wish you a healthy and happy Chanukah, filled with light and

love.

It has been said that Israel is
the canary in the coal mine.
Miners would take canaries

down the shafts with them into
the mines, as they would be first
to die if carbon monoxide were
present. In other words, Israel
may be an early indicator of an

imminent danger. Should
America beware?



Jewish students slam Canadian Federation of Students
for approving Israel boycott

(JTA) -- Jewish students and groups across Canada slammed the
Canadian Federation of Students for approving a resolution supporting
the boycott, divestment and sanctions movement against Israel.

The resolution passed on November 19 at the federation’s annual meet-
ing in Ottawa. The Canadian Federation of Students represents some
500,000 students throughout the country.

The resolution endorsed a statement that said “the ongoing occupation
of Palestine be condemned,” and approved supporting “different
Palestine-solidarity organizations,” according to the Canadian Jewish
News. It also asked that “a statement be released to our membership con-
demning the recent atrocities against Palestinians in Gaza.”

Hillel Jewish student groups across Canada condemned the resolution.
“This latest call for a boycott of Israel is anti-academic, fueled by

hatred and is counterproductive to peace. The motion is rife with factual
inaccuracies and historical distortions. In its obsessive campaign against
exclusively one country and one community, the CFS has further mar-
ginalized the thousands of Jewish students whom it is tasked with repre-
senting,” said a statement issued by the 17 Hillel’s across the country.

“Universities across Canada continue to reject boycotts of Israel and
are instead deepening their ties with Israeli schools. In 2013, Canadian
universities represented by the Association of Universities and Colleges
of Canada (now Universities Canada) signed an agreement with the
Association of University Heads of Israel to facilitate, promote and sup-
port research collaboration and exchanges of faculty and students
between both coun-
tries. To date, not a
single university in
North America has
endorsed a boycott
of Israel,” the state-
ment also noted.
B’nai Brith Canada
launched an online
petition calling on
the CFS to rescind
the resolution.
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New group fitness instructor
former member of IDF

H
ere we
a r e
a g a i n ,

b e f o r e
Chanukah and
latkes and the
holiday festivi-
ties that are
starting on
December 2nd. 

Then we’ll have all of the New Year’s
resolutions that last for about three weeks
or so. So it was when I enjoyed a class
with Liad Batia Libatter that I thought:
“Hey, I should write about this motiva-
tion-inspiring woman and maybe partici-
pants won’t drop off after their New
Year’s resolutions fizzle.”

Liad is a group fitness instructor whose
workout is a bit different from the usual
Zumba class. I found her Brazilian dance
flair to be contagious so after her class I
approached her querying whether I could feature her in a story about her
classes at the Rady JCC. I also told her that I had a hot guy for her to meet
- my son (not the gay one). Of course, she then told me that she is um…
married. So when did that ever stop someone? Okay, so back to Liad.

She immigrated from Israel just this year. Liad reports that she found the
immigration process to be quite a fearful process and that she finally
accomplished this, arriving in Canada in March. She stated that she wasn’t
going to let fear manage her life. Rather - that she would manage her fears.

After serving two years in the Israeli army  (from 2009-11) Liad decided
to begin an exercise regime in order to lose some weight. She participated
in group activities for two years and then decided to take the Zumba
instructors’ course and the Group Fitness instructors’ course. Liad says she
“started as a participant and I really liked it so after three years as a par-
ticipant I took the instructor course.”

Her main reason for going this route, she states, is that she wanted to help
people  lose weight, have fun and  forget their problems and issues while
focusing on their fitness. I found her to be warm and very motivating. 

Liad got members of our  group to get out of their comfort zone and to
dance like no one is looking - something that I do while cooking in my
kitchen. I think you’d have me committed, Bernie, if you walked in on me.
(Ed note: I’ve thought of that for a long time now.) Liad knows how to
shake her booty. I still don’t know how she does some of those moves and
I’m working on it.

She told me that she’s so grateful to have been given the opportunity to
be a part of this community and to help people move and maintain a
healthy lifestyle.

If you’re new to exercise and fitness, I highly recommend a class like
hers. It’s when you forget yourself and enjoy an activity that you will real-
ly get your heart rate up and begin seeing a lifestyle change and results. So
for a great hour of fun, check out this class.

Rady JCC news 

LIAD BATIA
LIBATTER

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN



After living in L.A. since 1964, Tammy Lazer has returned home

A
lthough she and her husband,
Harry, and their two children,
Hart and Shelley, moved to

Los Angeles, California back in
1964, Tammy (née Steinberg) Lazer
has always considered herself a true
Winnipegger.

You can take the person out of
Winnipeg, but you can’t take Winnipeg out of the person. Or,
once a North Ender, always a North Ender.

Now, at age 88 this 4’9” bundle of energy with the engaging
personality and sharp wit has returned to live here. And, does
she ever have stories to tell about her over 30 year career pro-
moting the City of Angels around the world for the Los Angeles
Convention and Visitors’ Bureau.

(Note: This writer has been friends with Tammy and her fam-
ily for decades now.)

“Even when I was in L.A., I wore sweatshirts that said
‘Winnipeg’”, Tammy said during an informal interview with
this reporter over coffee and a nosh at a local Starbucks.
“Coming back here is a culture shock for me.

“I came back because I got very ill and was in the hospital for
a lengthy time, and my children don’t live in Los Angeles
where Harry and I were living.

“I actually found myself alone because my brother, David, is
the only brother that I have that’s still around. He and his wife
decided that they’re moving back to New York. I had to have a
plan as to what I was going to do when I got out of the hospi-
tal and rehab hospital.”

Harry Lazer, who was a heart transplant survivor for 21 years, died of
heart failure five years ago.

Tammy’s brother is none other than comedian, actor, writer, director, and
producer David Steinberg. In December 2016, Steinberg was named a
Member of the Order of Canada.

“I have two wonderful children, Hart Lazer - a yoga instructor in
Montreal,” Tammy said between sips of her Caffè Mocha. “Our daughter,
Shelley, is a sign language interpreter in Chicago. Shelley has been very
instrumental in going to the hospitals when deaf people are there to com-
municate with the doctors.

“I’m very proud of both of them because they have become serious men-
schen. That’s very important to me. I have three grandchildren and one
great-grandchild. They refer to me as GG.”

The family moved to L.A. because of the winter weather here, Tammy
acknowledges.

“But, my brother David was already in New York and in television,” she
says. “It was his heyday in the 1970s and 1980s.”

Her other brother, Fischel or “Fishy,” and his wife and children were

already living in Los Angeles, says Tammy, stress-
ing that her entire family had a very close relation-
ship with each other.

So, they decided to go where the weather was
beautiful year round and where her family was.

“We get to L.A., and it was very difficult (for a
time),” Tammy admits.

“It was culture shock also, leaving Canada and
going to the USA. But, we were very fortunate. We
were steeped in the television industry and tourism
industry as soon as we arrived in L.A.”

The move to southern California was also made
easier because Harry, an accountant for a
Winnipeg-owned company, met someone from
Los Angeles not along after arriving, who was a
senior executive for a well known furniture com-
pany.

That person was also an executive at the leg-
endary Beverly Hills Hotel – also called The
Beverly Hills Hotel and Bungalows, located on
Sunset Boulevard. One of the world’s best-known
hotels, it is closely associated with Hollywood film
stars, rock stars and celebrities (including politi-
cians). The hotel is still referred to with affection
as “the pink palace.”

“He asked Harry if he’d like to come and work
for him,” Tammy continues. “It was a dream job
for Harry.”

She recounts how the hotel’s owner told Harry
that if he recognized any of the celebrities who stayed at the establishment
not to acknowledge who they are – just treat them as regular clientele and
respect their privacy.

“Well he didn’t have to tell him that because Harry didn’t know any
celebrities,” Tammy says with a laugh. “The only person he thought was a
celebrity was my brother David. He’d come home for dinner and he’d sit
at the table with the kids and myself.

“He’d say, ‘You know, I think Elton John was at the hotel today.’
“The kids would say, ‘You know Elton John?’”
“‘He’s black isn’t he,’” Harry would respond.
“He really didn’t know or recognize any celebrity.”
Tammy also was, as she confesses, in the right place at the right time.
She went to work part time at the Beverly Hills Visitors and Convention

Bureau.
“We oversaw the hotels in Beverly Hills, which meant that if there was a

convention in any of the hotels we had a staff over 20 people,” she says.
“They did the registration for conventions. I oversaw that group. I only had
that job because the woman who had that job before me received a great

inheritance from an aunt and she quit the job.”
Tammy was eventually appointed the execu-

tive director of the BHCVB.
She was in that position for almost seven

years.
“Then, the CEO of the L.A. Bureau asked me

to work for them,” Tammy says. “My territory
when I started there was Australia and New
Zealand. It was wonderful. I travelled and coor-
dinated all the trips for the Mayor of L.A. and
other city officials and executives.

“I became very close with John Ferraro, who
was president of the City Council, and Mayor
Tom Bradley (who served as the 38th Mayor of
L.A. from 1973 to 1993. He died in 1998 at age
80. He has been the only African-American
mayor of L.A., notes his online bio.). We start-
ed travelling to promote L.A. I was the speak-
er. When Mayor Bradley would stand up, he
was very tall. I came up to his knees. He’d say
‘I don’t promote Los Angeles. Tammy Lazer
does.’”

Over the years, Tammy and her team, which
often included Mayor Bradley, promoted L.A.
in Australia, New Zealand, Spain, France, the
United Kingdom and elsewhere in Europe.

“When we landed at an airport, we didn’t
have to go through customs or anything,” she
says.

Other well known Los Angelinos accompa-
nied them on some of the trips, such as lawyer
Johnnie Cochrane (who defended O.J. Simpson
for the murder of his wife – from whom he was
separated, Nicole Brown Simpson, and her
friend, Ron
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TAMMY LAZER
had a long career in L.A. pro-

moting tourism to that city.

Continued on next page.
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG



Goldman), and Cliff Moore, the
head of the Department of Airports,

Tammy noted.
She also travelled “everywhere” with movie actor Tony Curtis.
“I knew him well,” Tammy says of Curtis. “He was a wonderful ambas-

sador for Hollywood and L.A. People in other cities who came to our func-
tions didn’t come to see the mayor; they came to see Tony Curtis. He was
fabulous to work with. A real mensch.

“We were getting back from a trip to Australia, and Tony was living in
Hawaii at the time. I got out in Honolulu because I was going to spend a
couple of days there. When I got up to customs, Tony was waiting for me
and asked ‘What took you so long?’

“I said ‘I’m a Canadian.’ He said ‘What! You’re a Canadian and you’re
promoting L.A?’

“I said ‘Don’t get so excited. I’m going to have dual citizenship. I just
haven’t  done it yet.’

“When Harry, my husband, had a heart transplant during the major
earthquake (January 7, 1994), I decided that I was out of the country too
much,” she says. “So, I did work right in L.A. It was a plum job. I got to
meet so many people. I became very close friends with the vice-president
of Qantas, George Howling.

“He was a real gentleman. He lived in San Francisco. Once I became
friends with him, we were able fly business class to Australian, courtesy of
George. It was a real coup. But, the mayor and Tony went first class.”

She developed an international reputation.
“I was interviewed on Good Morning Australia twice,” Tammy, who also

“coordinated the hospitality” for the 1984 Summer Olympics in L.A,, says.
“The place I really loved, where I did a seminar for five days, when all the
European travel agents were invited, was Schladming (a small former min-
ing town in the northwest of the Austrian state of Styria that is now a pop-
ular tourist destination) “It’s near where (former body building world cham-
pion/actor/ex-Governor of California) Arnold Schwarzenegger grew up.

“I get up on stage, and said, ‘Ich been ein Schlandminger.’ I didn’t have
to worry who came to my seminars. It was wonderful. I spoke promoting
L.A.”

But, perhaps, the most emotional trip Tammy ever took was to Iceland
several years ago to visit the gravesite of her older brother Hymie
Steinberg (August 14, 1925-December 19, 1944) at Reykjavik (Fossvogur)
Cemetery.

Tammy wrote an article about her experience for the  JP&N.
“My older brother, Hymie Steinberg, was 19 years old, the youngest pilot

officer serving in the Canadian Armed Forces when he was killed in a
flight accident on December 19, 1944,” she said. “On a patrol out of
Reykjavik, Iceland, after a day-long mission to protect Allied troop ships
from German naval attacks, his aircraft crashed on its return approach to
base.“I was 14. Ellen’s phone call yanked me right back to that day. The
devastating telegram. The loss. The grief. The pain. There were no details.
And to protect my mother, my father didn’t want them. Seventy-two years
later, Ellin had the details. She had done the research. My brother’s flight
had left before dawn, and now they were returning after dusk. The crew
was exhausted. To save 45 minutes, they took a landing approach that was
absolutely forbidden. The pilot knew it. Everybody on the flight knew it.
But they would save 45 minutes and get back in time to see the comics
from back home who had been brought out to entertain the troops. They
didn’t make it.” 

(Note: Tammy was referring to author Ellin Bessner, the author of
“Double Threat: Canadian Jews, the Military, and World War II”.)

“I’ve made some very wonderful contacts related to that visit to
Iceland,” Tammy says. “Father Martin, who was the originator of Seven
Steps for Alcoholism, was in and out of Reykjavik, and I asked if he would
check my brother’s gravesite. And, he did. All he wanted in return was to
meet my brother, David.”

She recited Kaddish at Hymie’s gravesite.
Tammy pauses for a moment as she sips from her coffee cup.
“I’ve met some wonderful people in the tourism industry,” she reflects.
“I had those types of experiences that were really amazing. I’m very

proud of it. Harry had similar experiences too. We could talk about it and
enjoy what we did. Harry and I were married for 62 years. Both of us are
very much North End Winnipeg Jews.”

She is “starting to feel comfortable” at her south end retirement resi-
dence.

But, Tammy, who did return here many times over the years to visit fam-
ily and friends, confesses that she’s looking forward to returning to L.A. in
January for three weeks. 

“I’m involved with a Yiddish group there,” she says, noting that she also
worked part time for a few years after leaving the tourism industry as a
paid script reader for anyone who had written a screenplay. “Every Friday,
I went to this group, and the mentor was 95 years old. It was fabulous.”

Now, she’s back where it all began.
“I’ve seen the first snow in 52 years,” Tammy says ruefully.
“I’m going to have to see what the Asper Campus has to offer. I did,

though, go to the Berney Theatre at the campus for a couple of plays. I’ve
even started to go to the Yiddish Circle at the Gwen Secter Creative Living
Centre. I have to keep myself busy,”

That won’t be difficult for her. 
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Profile The Rady JCC presents In The Know Series:
Karla Berbrayer 

My Jewish Journeys: 
Travelling the World Through a Jewish Lens

The Rady JCC welcomes everyone to In The Know, our popular day-
time series featuring different lectures and discussions on a variety of
topics. Programs on a selection of subjects including arts, business,
world issues, and much more will be featured. The programs include
lunch followed by an engaging and interesting talk with a special
guest.

On Monday, Monday, December 10 at 12:00 pm please join us for
our fifth installment of In the Know, featuring Karla Berbrayer.

Karla Berbrayer has worked in arts management, event coordination,
marketing, publicity, and production in Winnipeg and in New York.
Karla is the Founding Producer of the Rady JCC’s Music ‘N’ Mavens
series, which she has helmed for the past twenty years, as well as the
Founding Producer of the Israeli Concert Series and Music Producer
for Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture at the Rady JCC. She previous-
ly worked with Manitoba Theatre Centre, Prairie Theatre Exchange,
Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers, and the Winnipeg Singers. Karla
lived and worked in Manhattan, acting as the assistant to the Executive
Director of the New York International Ballet Competition, as well as
Producer of the International Young Peoples Series, performing arts
series based in Harlem. 

She is an Invited member of the New Jewish Culture Network
(NJCN), the only network in North America dedicated to supporting
the advancement of Jewish music and performing arts.

Karla is married, and a mother of four children.  One of her children
has special needs and is living in a Shalom Residences home.

The topic for Karla’s presentation at In The Know will be “My
Jewish Journey”. Karla’s Jewish identity has influenced her travels in
various places in the world, from Morocco to India. Today’s presenta-
tion will focus on Jewish roots in exotic places. 

In The Know includes a delicious lunch and is held in the Adult
Lounge at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street. Transportation is avail-
able for In The Know.  Please make arrangements upon registration. To
register, call (204) 477-7510 or go to www.radyjcc.com

Save the dates for In The Know in 2019: April 15 and May 13!!

Continued from previous page.



about people from Lucy’s childhood in Amgash, Illinois, seems to recon-
nect them, but just below the surface lie the tension and longing that have
informed every aspect of Lucy’s life: her escape from her troubled family,
her desire to become a writer, her marriage, her love for her two daughters.
Knitting this powerful narrative together is the brilliant storytelling voice
of Lucy herself: keenly observant, deeply human, and truly unforgettable. 

Sing, unburied, sing, by Jesmyn Ward. Jojo and his toddler sister, Kayla,
live with their grandparents, Mam and Pop, and the occasional presence of
their drug-addicted mother, Leonie, on a farm on the Gulf Coast of
Mississippi. Leonie is simultaneously tormented and comforted by visions
of her dead brother, which only come to her when she’s high; Mam is dying
of cancer; and quiet, steady Pop tries to run the household and teach Jojo
how to be a man. When the white father of Leonie’s children is released
from prison, she packs her kids and a friend into her car and sets out across
the state for Parchman farm, the Mississippi State Penitentiary, on a our-
ney rife with danger and promise.

Videos [DVD format]
7 days in Entebbe, directed by Jose Padilha. Israeli soldiers embark on a
mission to rescue more than 240 hostages from an airport in Entebbe,
Uganda, in the summer of 1976. 

Anna Karenina, directed by Joe Wright. A bold, theatrical new vision of
the epic story of love, adapted from Leo Tolstoy’s timeless novel. Set in
late 19th century Russia high-society, the aristocrat Anna Karenina enters
into a life-changing affair with the affluent Count Vronsky. 

Sword of Gideon, directed by Michael Anderson. A chilling account of
how five commandos avenge the massacre of Israeli athletes by terrorists
at the 1972 Munich Olympics. 

Walking with the enemy, produced and directed by Mark Schmidt. During
the final months of World War II in Hungary, a young man sets out to find
his displaced family by posing as a German officer. Inspired by true events.
Call number: PUB DVD FIC WAL

Young Adult (Gr. 9 and up)
Even the darkest stars, by Heather Fawcett. Kamzin has always dreamed
of becoming one of the Emperor’s royal explorers, the elite climbers tasked
with mapping the wintry, mountainous Empire and spying on its enemies.
She knows she could be the best in the world, if only someone would give
her a chance.

Exo, by Fonda Lee. It’s been a century of peace since Earth became a
colony of an alien race with far reaches into the galaxy. Some extremists
still oppose their rule on Earth, but Donovan Reyes isn’t one of them. His
dad holds the prestigious position of Prime Liaison in the collaborationist
government, and Donovan’s high social standing along with his exocel (a

remarkable alien technology fused to his body)
guarantee him a bright future in the security
forces. That is, until a routine patrol goes awry,
and Donovan’s abducted by the human revolu-
tionary group Sapience. 
Left in the hands of terrorists who have more
uses for him dead than alive, the fate of Earth
rests on Donovan’s survival.

The impossible vastness of us, by Samantha
Young. Hiding the secrets of her past after mov-
ing into the Boston home of her wealthy blend-
ed family, India discovers that her new stepsister
is struggling with private realities that contrast
with the veneer of her high-profile romance. Call
number: YA FIC YOU

The leaf reader, by Emily Arsenault. Outsider
Marnie begins reading tea leaves for fun, but
when basketball star Matt asks for a reading
related to his friend who disappeared, Marnie’s
readings begin to seem real—and potentially
dangerous.

Light years, by Emily Ziff Griffin. As a mysteri-
ous virus infects the world’s population, a girl
embarks on a quest to find a cure. 

The possible, by Tara Altebrando. Kaylee lives a
normal life with her adoptive parents, and almost
never thinks of her birth mother, Crystal, who is
serving a life
sentence in
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Kaufman Silverberg Library

Annotated list of new resources at The Kaufman Silverberg Library
For our searchable catalogue go to www.winnipegjewishlibrary.ca
Our Facebook Page www.fb.com/kaufmansilverberglibrary

Adult 
Jewish Fiction 
The Jerusalem assassin, by Avraham Azrieli. In the wake of the 1995 Oslo
Peace Accords, a wave of Palestinian terror hits Jewish targets. Israel
responds with a clandestine war in Paris, Zurich, and Tel Aviv. When a
beautiful Mossad agent is critically wounded in Amsterdam, master spy
Jerusalem Gerster pursues the attackers back to Israel, where he uncovers
a sinister conspiracy to perpetrate an unprecedented national catastrophe—
the assassination of Prime Minister Rabin.       

Moving kings, by Joshua Cohen. Two young Israeli soldiers who travel to
New York after fighting in the Gaza War and find work as eviction movers.
It’s an incendiary story of the eviction crisis in poor African-American
neighborhoods in America that also shines new light on the world’s oldest
conflict in the Middle East.                                 

General Fiction
The clockmaker’s daughter, by Kate Morton. The discovery of a mis-
placed satchel containing a sketchbook and a Victorian-era photograph of
a young woman intrigues Elodie Winslow, archivist at the London-based
Stratton, Cadwell, & Co. One of the drawings of a country house visceral-
ly takes Elodie by surprise. It’s a perfect illustration of a place from a child-
hood fairy tale told to her by her long-deceased mother. Precise, disciplined
Elodie feels compelled to break the archive’s rules by taking the photo and
the sketch with her to discover their secrets. Her quest to find the house
and the identity of the beautiful woman as well as how this connects to her
mother leads her to a group of Victorian artists and a series oftragedies on
a summer’s afternoon with the house bearing witness to it all. 

Grief cottage, by Gail Godwin. After his mother’s death, eleven-year-old
Marcus is sent to live on a small South Carolina island with his great aunt,
a reclusive painter with a haunted past. Aunt Charlotte, otherwise a woman
of few words, points out a ruined cottage, telling Marcus she had visited it
regularly after she’d moved there thirty years ago because it matched the
ruin of her own life. The islanders call it “Grief Cottage,” because a boy
and his parents disappeared from it during a hurricane fifty years before.
Their bodies were never found, and the cottage has stood empty ever since.
Marcus visits the cottage daily, even after the ghost of the boy who died
seems to reveal himself. Full of curiosity and open to the unfamiliar,  he
courts the ghost boy, never certain whether the ghost is friendly or follows
some sinister agenda. 

My name is Lucy Barton, by Elizabeth Strout. Lucy Barton is recovering
slowly from what should have been a simple operation. Her mother, to
whom she hasn’t spoken for many years, comes to see her. Gentle gossip

Continued on next page.
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Stan Lee gave comic books permission to be more Jewish
By ARIE KAPLAN

(JTA) – When Stan Lee died on Nov. 12 at 95,
he left behind a vast legacy. Between 1961 and
1969, his greatest sustained burst of creative
activity, he co-created a vast array of iconic char-
acters, including Spider-Man, the Fantastic Four,
the X-Men, the Avengers, the Incredible Hulk,
Thor, Iron Man, Black Panther, Daredevil, Nick
Fury, Doctor Strange and Falcon.

Lee raised the bar for superhero storytelling. He
created characters who had godlike powers, but
who were painfully human nonetheless. They
were relatable because of their flaws and foibles.
They squabbled and gave in to petty jealousies, a
rarity at the time. Lee’s skill at writing clever dia-
logue and witty one-liners ensured that his char-
acters came off as charming and lovable, if also
plagued by self-doubt. By setting many of his stories in New York City rather
than a fictional venue like Metropolis, he kept his tall tales grounded in the real
world. Or if not the real world, something very much like it.

But Lee did more than that. He also gave American comic books per-
mission to be more Jewish.

One of Lee’s innovations as a comic book writer was his ability to imbue each
of his characters with a well-defined, unique personality. Spider-Man, alias
Peter Parker, was neurotic. A superhero nebbish was a novel idea back in 1962,
when the character was first created. But this doesn’t make the character Jewish
per se, and Jews don’t have a monopoly on neuroses.

However, Lee injected something very unique into the character’s DNA:
Jewish humor. When Spider-Man fights his foes, he usually makes jokes and
quips to cut the tension. In Amazing Spider-Man #40, published in 1966, the
web-head is fighting the Green Goblin, and our hero climbs up on the ceiling.
His nemesis yells, “The Goblin has ways of bringing you down!” Spidey
replies, “But it’s so nice and cozy up here!”

Superheroes often quipped in the middle of action sequences in those days.
But when most superheroes made jokes, the jokes were so … generic. On the
other hand, consider Spider-Man’s line: “But it’s so nice and cozy up here!” It
sounds like something a Borscht Belt comedian would say.

Did Lee purposefully intend to put Borscht Belt-style jokes in Spider-Man’s
mouth? Not likely. However, there was an interesting thing happening to
American comedy in the 1960s. Television shows like “The Ed Sullivan Show”
and “The Tonight Show” would frequently book comedians who cut their teeth
at the Catskills resorts, like Henny Youngman, Jackie Mason or Jack E.
Leonard. All of America was being exposed to their distinct brand of Jewish
humor. American humor was, in effect, becoming more Jewish.

And Stan Lee, born Stanley Martin Lieber, the son of Romanian Jewish immi-
grants, grew up in New York City in the 1920s and 1930s. He must have been
familiar with Borscht Belt humor.

But why did he include those kinds of jokes in Spidey’s dialogue? Perhaps he
couldn’t help it. Maybe it’s the sort of comedic voice he was most comfortable
using. But there’s definitely a sense of Yiddishkeit that comes through in the
webslinger’s one-liners. And since Lee stopped writing Spider-Man comics in
1972, no other Spidey writer has deviated from this template. These types of
jokes have always been a popular part of the character’s repertoire. And no mat-
ter how dark a Spider-Man story is, Peter Parker never loses his sense of humor.

But Lee’s stories were more than just yarns about earnest (yet conflicted) do-
gooders. Thanks to visionary artists like Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko, the 1960s
Marvel titles were stunningly delineated dramas bursting with emotional angst
and stuffed to the gills with pulse-pounding action sequences. But thanks to Lee,
sometimes they also had a layer of sharp social commentary baked in.

Take for example the X-Men as initially created by Lee and Kirby in 1963.
The titular supergroup was a band of mutants, people who were more than peo-
ple, their bodies having evolved to contain a superhuman ability. One mutant
boasted animal-like strength and agility. Another had sprouted wings and could
fly. Their mutant powers were triggered during their teenage years, just as their
readers’ bodies “mutated” during adolescence. The entire premise of the X-Men
was an unsubtle metaphor for puberty.

However, in issue 14 of X-Men (published in 1965), Lee and Kirby discard-
ed that rather obvious metaphor in favor of another, more socially relevant one
– that of the mutant as a persecuted minority. In this story, titled “Among Us
Stalk … The Sentinels,” an anthropologist named Bolivar Trask builds an army
of giant killer robots programmed to detect and hunt down people with mutant
DNA.

Toward the beginning of the story, the X-Men’s leader, Professor Charles
Xavier, worriedly scans a newspaper article about Trask.

“So, it has finally begun,” he frowns. “The one thing I always feared – a witch
hunt for mutants!”

The newspaper features an artist’s interpretation of a mutant in a chariot being
ferried around by human slaves. The caption above the drawing reads, “Dr.
Trask warns that the superior abilities and supernatural powers of the hidden
mutants will enable them to enslave the human race, replacing our civilization

with their own.”
By today’s standards, this dialogue is more

than a bit cheesy. But for a comic book designed
for children in the 1960s, this was heady stuff; a
superhero tale designed to warn kids about the
dangers of prejudice. In the story, mutants are
clearly a substitute for any oppressed minority.
Even the newspaper caption might sound eerily
familiar with the line about mutants “replacing
our civilization with their own.” It’s the sort of
thing that bigots in 1963 would say about Jews,
African-Americans or other minority groups. It’s
exactly the thing white nationalists in
Charlottesville, Virginia, said last year, when
they marched while chanting “Jews will not
replace us!”

X-Men #14 kicked off a three-part story arc with the “mutants as minority”
allegory. With their intolerance for anyone different, Trask’s robots, dubbed the
Sentinels, are clearly a metaphor for real-life hate groups such as the Ku Klux
Klan or the SS death squads of Nazi Germany. By rerouting the trajectory of the
X-Men series and making it about a group of persecuted outsiders, Lee and
Kirby opened the door for other writers and artists down the road to make the
X-Men a more diverse, inclusive superhero group.

And that’s exactly what happened. After floundering during the late 1960s, the
X-Men title was rebooted in the mid-1970s under the stewardship of writers like
Len Wein and Chris Claremont, who teamed with artists like Dave Cockrum.
For the first time, people of color such as Storm (who hailed from Kenya) were
a part of the group. So were Jewish characters, like Chicago teenager Kitty
Pryde. The backstory of the X-Men’s archfoe Magneto was even tweaked,
revealing that he was a Jewish Holocaust survivor.

Whereas Stan Lee’s X-Men was a Rod Serling-style allegory for anti-
Semitism, the later incarnation of the group featured actual Jews as superheroes.
This was unthinkable when Lee was the primary scripter on the title. In the
1960s, he did co-create a Jewish character: Izzy Cohen, one of Sgt. Nick Fury’s
multicultural group of soldiers known as the Howling Commandos. But Cohen
is a mere supporting character in someone else’s story. It would take another
decade for Jewish characters to become more prominent in comics, and even
then it would be under someone else’s direction. But it took Stan Lee to carve
the path that his successors would follow.

(Author and public speaker Arie Kaplan interviewed Stan Lee for his award-
winning nonfiction book “From Krakow to Krypton: Jews and Comic Books.”
He has written scores of comic book stories and graphic novels featuring every-
one from Superman to Speed Racer. Follow Kaplan on Twitter @ariekaplan)

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and
do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70 Faces
Media.

Comic book creator Stan Lee stands beside some
of his drawings in the Marvel Super Heroes
Science Exhibition at the California Science
Center in Los Angeles on March 21, 2006. 

Books

prison.  But the woman at the
front door is producing a podcast

about Crystal that is about to blow Kaylee’s forgotten past wide open. 

This mortal coil, by Emily Suvada. In a world where people are implant-
ed with technology to recode their DNA, gene-hacking genius Cat must
decrypt her late father’s message concealing a vaccine to a horrifying
plague

Wait for me, by Caroline Leech. When a German prisoner of war, Paul, is
assigned to be a farmhand on Lorna’s farm in Scotland, she is initially dis-
gusted by everything about him. But as she and Paul spend more time
together, she finds herself grateful for a friend who will listen. Then sud-
denly, and to her horror, Lorna realizes what she and Paul have is more
than friendship. 

What I lost, by Alexandra Ballard. When sixteen-year-old Elizabeth is sent
to the Wallingfield Psychiatric Facility’s Residential Treatment Center, she
encounters girls whose problems seem much greater than her own anorex-
ia. 

The winnowing, by Vikki VanSickle. Marivic Stone lives in a small world
with her beloved grandfather in Darby, New Mexico, a small town that just
happens to be famous for a medical discovery that saved humankind —
though not without significant repercussions. Marivic loves her best friend,
Saren, and the two of them promise to stick together, through thick and
thin, and especially through the uncertain winnowing procedure, a now
inevitable — but dangerous — part of adolescence. But when news of
Saren’s death thrusts Marivic into a world of conspiracy, rebellion and rev-
olution, for the first time in her life, Marivic is forced to think and act big. 

(Continued from previous page.)



Working through playground brawls

I
f you’ve got grade school-aged children,
chances are they come home recounting
fights on the playground and in their class-

rooms. Sometimes, it involves them, but other
times, they are bystanders. There are kids who
are hitting, name calling, mimicking and punch-
ing each other. The chasing and hurting seems to
come out of the blue or sometimes it has been
expected and dreaded for way too long. People

can be cruel to one another.
It might not come as a surprise that moms talk to each other about their

children…but in the last couple of weeks, I’ve probably talked to four opar-
ents who have mentioned their worry or concerns. While it’s possible for
some to pile on stereotypes about Jewish mothers, if you ignore all the non-
sense, the underlying theme is simple for all parents. We’re trying to raise
good, kind people and that’s why we devote so much effort and concern to
it. We want healthy, happy Jewish children – and wonder how to keep them
from killing each other.

Unfortunately, turning to traditional texts doesn’t always offer us solace.
We’re not reading about happy families all the time when we read the
weekly Torah portion…and often, the rabbis’ commentary doesn’t soften
the harsh responses in Genesis. For instance, when you read the stories
about Joseph and his brothers, well, they were brutal to one another.

Joseph is his father’s favorite, and it’s no secret. Joseph doesn’t help mat-
ters-he tattles on his older brothers. (Genesis 27:2) His dad makes him
fancy clothing, too, so it is obvious he is getting preferential treatment. His
brothers strip him of his clothes and throw him in a pit, and if that’s not bad
enough, they sell him as a slave. Even Reuben, who hopes to fix things,
cannot stop his brothers when they are dead-set on doing harm.

Of course, many commentators rush to point out how forgiving Joseph is,
and that later, as a powerful man in Egypt, he saves his whole family in a
time of famine. Yet Joseph misleads his brothers about who he is, he kid-
naps his brothers…well, the summary is that this is a complex story with
difficult characters. It can be hard to figure out who is in the right here, and
if anyone behaves well, after all.

Zooming right back to the playground, there are some startling compar-
isons. When the kids race up and start telling the parents that this kid hit
that one, this kid is bad, etc.–it can be hard to untangle the story. Often too,
the kid who throws the first punch didn’t do it out of the blue. If you pro-
voke someone enough, particularly a kid who hasn’t quite mastered self-
control? Someone’s going to fight back.

There are a few conclusions I can make in comparing this important
Biblical narrative with a parent’s every day one. 

First, it’s complicated. It is way too simplistic to think that one child is a
perfect blameless angel and the other the nasty bad person. This isn’t how
relationships and people work.

Second, untangling the story can take a while. It’s important to learn
everybody’s point of view before deciding what actually happened.
Sometimes, it’s crucial not to just trust those in authority to be omnipotent
and sort things out. An example? I got an official report home one day that
one of my kids punched another kid. (We were really upset with him.) Days
later, I find out from another child that the reason why mine acted out was
because other kids were copying my kid, making fun of him, and pretend-
ing to be him, in an unkind way, behind his back.

While I might not condone punching somebody in the nose, I sometimes
can understand how it might happen if I hear the details of what exactly
transpired.

Third, making peace is a multi-step process. The wronged party may
need to work through a few things before the situation can be resolved.
This takes time and fair judgements like Solomon’s. It can feel beyond a
parent’s capabilities!

Finally – when following the story of Joseph and his brothers, we learn
that they worked it out. Joseph helps feed his family and save them…but
it’s not a narrative of instant forgiveness and affection. Jealousy, unequal
treatment and violence? It’s all in there.

Sometimes the complicated family dramas of Genesis demonstrate that
even tangled, complicated, and dangerous altercations can be resolved. It’s
a reminder that everyone – kids too – can get over their intrigue, fights, and
disagreements and forgive one another. Forgiveness doesn’t mean we for-
get everything about the complicated characters who are our friends, rela-
tives and classmates. It might mean that while we can’t change the past, we
can get beyond it to build better future experiences together.

While I mulled this over, my husband pointed out something further.
When we must rely on our families or our (smaller) Jewish communities,
we must work together on many crucial issues of survival. We can’t change
the past interactions or bad behaviours that may have taken place in a fam-
ily or congregation. We can’t go back in time to repair or undo those
wrongs, but we can drop the rancor to work together towards shared future
goals. Joseph – and those playground reconciliations – show us that histo-
ry is just history, not destiny.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: http://www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com/
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So many have done so much

O
peration Ezra began as a small Jewish community grassroots initia-
tive that set out to save two Yazidi families that were languishing in
a Turkish refugee camp after fleeing for their lives at the hands of

ISIS. Four years later, Operation Ezra has evolved into an unprecedented
Winnipeg Jewish community-led humanitarian effort that has seen the pri-
vate sponsorship and successful resettlement of 55 Yazidi refugees, assis-
tance to over 200 government-sponsored Yazidi refugees and aid to Yazidis
currently in camps in northern Iraq. Throughout Winnipeg and beyond a
countless number of individuals, businesses, schools, non-profit organiza-
tions, churches and synagogues have come together through Operation
Ezra to do good for a people they previously knew nothing about except for
the fact that they were the victims of a genocide that was being ignored by
the international community and were in desperate need of assistance.

Operation Ezra operates within Jewish Child and Family Service and has
been fueled by a core group of volunteers who have worked to ensure the
successful settlement in Winnipeg of its privately sponsored families.
Many of the privately sponsored adults are fully employed and all of the
children are thriving in school. These individuals are now significantly
involved themselves as Operation Ezra volunteers and are helping many of
the newcomer Yazidis sponsored by the Government of Canada, many of
whom are single mothers who were themselves victims of rape and torture
at the hands of ISIS. 

The initiatives of Operation Ezra have been designed to meet the most
immediate needs of the refugees. These needs have been met because so
many from different corners of our Winnipeg community and beyond have
lent support. Operation Ezra would like to take this opportunity to express
our heartfelt gratitude and appreciation to the following who have con-
tributed so significantly to this initiative :

Temple Shalom members provided their synagogue for a weekly English
language program for 70 refugees. Temple Shalom also offered its space
for a number of social gatherings that have proven to be invaluable in
building a sense of community for the Yazidi refugees.

The Canadian Yazidi Association, headed by Nafiya Naso has been inti-
mately involved in all aspects of the project and has mobilized the local
Yazidi community to assist in all aspects of Operation Ezra. Their tireless
efforts have been essential to the project’s success.

Congregation Shaarey Zedek raised awareness within the synagogue and
secured the funds required to sponsor two Yazidi families. Beyond funds,
congregants have served as volunteers for many OE initiatives and have
generously donated items to many furniture and clothing drives.

Jewish Child and Family Service has lent its staff’s expertise and assist-
ed with settlement services, provided administrative support and volunteer
coordination.

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg has provided general support and
administrative services.

The Jewish Foundation of Manitoba has contributed financially to vari-
ous Operation Ezra programs over the past three and a half years. 

The Rady JCC has allowed several Yazidi children to experience their
summer camp and provided Yazidi teenagers with volunteer experiences.

Kings Fellowship Church has served as an incredible partner in the pri-
vate sponsorship of a family and has provided generous support and vol-
unteers for many Operation Ezra initiatives.

Manitoba Multifaith Council has been invaluable in connecting
Operation Ezra to the multi-faith community. They have raised awareness
of the work done and have facilitated many new and lasting relationships
between various communities.

The Salvation Army has contributed to Operation Ezra in immeasurable
ways. They have provided beds and mattresses and clothing for all
refugees.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saint has provided their chapel
for a weekly educational community and social program accommodating
over 120 Yazidi refugees.

Canadian Footwear has outfitted all refugees with shoes.
MidWest Quilting has provided all refugees with warm blankets.
Sobey’s on Taylor has participated generously in our food program.
FoodFare has provided food and BBQ’s for summer community picnics
Ikea has provided kitchenware for many refugee families. 
Crown Cap has provided winter and summer hats for all refugees.
Kay Four Properties has provided generous support.
Richlu Manufacturing for over two years generously provided warehouse

space for items collected through clothing and furniture drives.
Luke’s Equipment is currently providing warehouse space to store and

display items from clothing and furniture drives.
The Rotary Club has provided generous financial support and has wel-

comed Operation Ezra volunteers as speakers at its meetings.
Alpha Omega Dental Fraternity has helped raise awareness of the work

done by Operation Ezra and contributed generously to our efforts.
The local Jewish and general media has helped raise awareness of the

plight of the Yazidi people and Operation Ezra’s initiatives.
The following churches have reached out to Operation Ezra and have

provided food for refugees and generous financial support: 
Westworth United Church
Epithamy Lutheran Church
The Salvation Army Heritage Park Temple
First Unitarian Universalist Church of Winnipeg
St. Paul’s United Church
Charleswood United Church

North Kildonan United Church
McClure United Church
St. Benedict’s Table Anglican Church. 
The following schools have been involved in Operation Ezra by initiat-

ing clothing and furniture drives at their schools: 
Brock Corydon School
Pembina Trails School Division Schools

Ecole Tuxedo Park
Fort Richmond Collegiate
Linden Meadows School
Ralph Maybank School
Beaverlodge School
Van Wellinghem School

Gray Academy of Jewish Education.
Hundreds of private donors from the Winnipeg Jewish Community and

donors from communities across Winnipeg, Manitoba and Canada have
generously given to this humanitarian cause. They have contributed finan-
cially and donated clothing, housewares and furniture time after time.

And finally, there have been so many volunteers who have given count-
less hours to provide support to Operation Ezra families. They have found
them places to live, organized their homes for arrival, welcomed them at
the airport, taken them to medical appointments, taught them English,
drove them to the park, took them grocery shopping, helped them search
for jobs, spoke to teachers on their behalf, have been their advocates and
guides, and above else, have showered them with love.

So much has been done and yet there remains much to do as Operation
Ezra continues its resettlement efforts for all government and privately
sponsored Yazidi families . In 2018, Operation Ezra submitted applications
to privately sponsor another three families or 13 individuals that are
expected to arrive in Winnipeg in the coming months. 

“ Alone we can do little, together, we can do so much “
Thank you to everyone involved for your significant contributions, you

have truly made a difference in the lives of so many.
The Operation Ezra Working Committee

Michel Aziza Al Benarroch Iael Bedendorf
Bob Freedman Elaine Goldstine Ray Harris
Belle Jarniewski Nafiya Naso Anita Neville
Emily Shane Lorne Weiss

For more information on Operation Ezra please contact us at
Operationezra1@gmail.com
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOVEMBER  28

BECKY ROSENBERG
May 30, 1921 - October 31,2018

It is with sadness that we announce the peaceful
passing of Becky Rosenberg at the age of 97 sur-
rounded by her loving family. Predeceased by her
beloved husband Harry, Becky is survived by her three
children Janis (Arthur) Ross, Ken (Vivian) Rosenberg,
Faren (Keevin) Bernstein; eight grandchildren Robyn,
Tami (Andrew), Jamey (Justine), Corey, Suzanne
(Kevin), Kylie (Tyler), Brayden, Griffin; 4 great grand-
children: Siena, Elly, Dylan, Henry; sister Sali (Chaim)
Ben-Ezra; brothers and sisters in-law; and many nieces
and nephews who reciprocated her love for them.

Born in the north end of Winnipeg to Fanny and
Joseph Stern, Becky was the 5th of 9 children in a close-
knit family. From her youngest days, she was a good
student, an athlete - dancer, gymnast, acrobat, volley-
ball and basketball player, with a large social circle of
friends that she maintained for a lifetime. Following
graduation from St. John’s Tech, she went to business
college where she became a legal stenographer work-
ing for the provincial government as well as private law
firms. When she became a wife and mother, she em-
braced this role wholeheartedly, devoting herself to the
care and nurturing of her husband and children, but
beyond that to her large, extended family on both sides.
Family was the cornerstone of her life. Becky was
happiest when she was surrounded by those she held
dearest, whether during Shabbat dinners, Sunday gath-
erings, family get togethers, or holidays. As she raised
her family, she baked, cooked, curled, bowled, played
mahj and bridge. Becky was engaged in community
activities and volunteer work. She was particularly
proud of the 20 years she spent volunteering at the
Seven Oaks Hospital gift shop. The arrival of her
grandchildren and great grandchildren brought her
much joy and they in turn have wonderful memories of
food, fun, and love.  An avid golfer, culminating in a
hole in one at the age of 80, travelling, and winters
spent in Florida or Palm Springs with their family
coming to visit, rounded out a happy, well-lived life.

Beautiful on the outside, Becky was even more
beautiful on the inside. Despite living with dementia in
her latter years, it was her warm, genuine smile, and
friendly hello that lit up the room while her sincere
interest, pride, and love for others captured the hearts
of everyone who knew her. Becky and Harry’s 70-year
marriage was inspiring; a true partnership of love and
devotion to each other, their immediate and extended
families, friends, and community. We take comfort in
knowing they are now together again.

Thank you to the staff of the Simkin Centre for
making mom’s final years without dad so comfortable.
We especially want to express our eternal gratitude to
mom’s “guardian angels”, Lisa, Terry, and Oxana who
lovingly and devotedly cared for her everyday, ensur-
ing that she always looked her best, keeping her safe,
healthy, and happy right to the end.

Graveside services were held on Friday, November
2nd,  beautifully eulogized by Cantor Tracy Kasner
Greaves with her grandchildren serving as pallbearers.
If so desired, donations may be made to the Becky and
Harry Rosenberg Fund of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba or to a charity of your choice.

HELEN KAHANE (nee Diamond)
June 16, 1920 – November 11, 2018

With deep sadness we mourn the death of our be-
loved mother Helen Kahane who passed away Novem-
ber 11, 2018. She graced our lives with her generosity
of spirit, her fine intellect and golden care. Helen
elevated us all right until the end of her 98 years.
Funeral services were held at the Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue on Nov.13, 2018 led by Bill Weissmann and her
grandson Rabbi Ariel Goldberg. Pallbearers were her
grandchildren Lorence Bryans, Hava Goldberg and
Mike Katz, Avi Goldberg, Lisa Goldberg Najman,
Alicia Kutner Goldenberg. Interment was at the Shaarey
Zedek cemetery. Thank you to Dr. Colin Fletcher, the
WRHA Palliative Care and the Grace Hospital Internal
Medicine teams. We will always be grateful for her
loving caregivers from “Friendly Caregiver Seniors
Care” in her final few years and the support of the
Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence.

Born in 1920 in Winnipeg, eldest child of Sarah and
Jacob Diamond, Helen grew up in Plum Coulee, Mani-
toba along with her brothers Lazar and Harold. Z”l.
Her parents were instrumental in the community as the
owners of the Queen’s Hotel and she was raised in the
heart of the community with strong Jewish values,
work ethic and loving kindness. At age 16, Helen
moved to Winnipeg to complete grade 12 at Wesley
Collegiate and went on to earn a BSC at the University
of Manitoba, trained as a RN and became the head
nurse of Obstetrics at the Misericordia Hospital. In
1946 Helen married the love of her life, Maurice
Kahane and devoted herself as a wife and mother of her
four daughters; Barbara (Stephen Kutner of Holliston,
MA) Ruth (Harvey Goldberg of Ottawa, Ont.) Debra
(Sheldon Goldberg of Lions Bay, B.C.) and Joan (Paul
Bryans of Salt Spring Island, B.C.) Her immediate and
extended family were the focus of her loving attention.
She was a guiding force in each of her grandchildren’s
lives and will be greatly missed by Ariel (Francesca),
Hava (Mike), Avi (Amy), Lisa (Jonathan), Alicia
(Teddy), Blake (Meredith) and Lorence. When she was
not being the unsurpassed hostess to her family mem-
bers, she travelled across the continent to visit them.
She was an essential part of every family milestone.
She was thrilled to be a great-grandmother to Sage,
Rye, Elliott, and Olivia. During the past few years she
enjoyed having her brother-in-law, Leonard Kahane
also living at the Shaftesbury. She loved and treasured
her in-laws, nieces, nephews, cousins and their fami-
lies. She became the matriarch of the Kahane/Dia-
mond/Kluner and Jacob families and was cherished by
everyone whose lives she touched.

Helen invested countless years volunteering and
naturally rose to leadership roles, a pillar in the com-
munity, making an imprint on organizations such as
Canadian Hadassah-WIZO, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
Sisterhood and the River Heights Community Centre.

Helen was a lifelong learner and taught her children
to always look for the best in others, to be strong, kind
and honest. She lived a meaningful life. May our
mother Helen’s memory be a blessing always.

Donations may be made to the Helen and Maurice
Kahane Fund of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
and Canadian Hadassah-WIZO.

Deadline for the
December 12

issue of
The Jewish Post & News

is noon
Thursday, December 6

ETTIE (ETHEL) ROBINSON
June 25, 1929 – November 14, 2018

Ettie Robinson passed
away peacefully in Winni-
peg on November 14, 2018.
She lived out her final days
at home surrounded by
family, as was her wish.

Ettie is survived by her
children Terry & Freda,
Bonnie, Evan & Cindy,
David & Liz, and grand-
children Kelly, Sean,
Joshua, Ari, Zev, and Dan-
iel, siblings Reisa Libling,

Penny Kalef, and Marshall Peikoff. She was prede-
ceased by her loving husband Earl W. Robinson,
parents Malick and Rose (Rabinovitch) Peikoff, and
sister Elsa Wall.

Ettie was born Ethel Peikoff, on June 25, 1929, the
second of five children of Malick and Rose. She grew
up in a very close family in Rossburn, MB. The family
lived above their parents’ general store, where Ettie
loved to help her father. After high school in Rossburn,
Ettie graduated in 1949 with a BA from the U of M, and
a Bachelor of Social Work from McGill University in
1950. She then worked as a social worker at the Family
Bureau, and volunteered as a board member with
Jewish Child and Family Service and later B’nai Brith
Camp.

After graduation she met Earl Robinson, marrying at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in Winnipeg, August 2,
1951. They were a strong team, raising four children,
keeping a Jewish home and growing the family busi-
ness (S.I.R. Sports) together.  Ettie was kind, loving
and supportive of her children and grandchildren, and
was extremely proud of their accomplishments.

Ettie excelled at badminton, bowling, tennis and
golf, embroidery and knitting. She had a keen eye for
beauty in art, fashion and home décor. She read vora-
ciously and completed the newspaper puzzles in ink.
She played Mahjong and Bridge, attended concerts and
book club. Through all of these activities she had a
large network of wonderful friends.

The many summers spent at Big Whiteshell Lake
were formative for the children and a focus of family
life. It was special that Penny, her sister and best friend,
lived next door at the lake. Ettie and Earl travelled to
many places around the world. Later in life they en-
joyed cruises as a couple and with family. They espe-
cially loved their winter homes in Maui and later Palm
Springs and spending time there with family and friends.

Ettie loved and was was loved by so many. She was
a wonderful daughter, wife, mother, grandmother,
sister and friend. She will be dearly missed.

Memorial donations may be made to the ‘Earl & Ettie
Robinson Fund’ at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
or to CancerCare Manitoba.

Funeral services were held at Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue on Friday, Nov. 16. Pallbearers were Evan,
David, Liz, Ari and Zev Robinson and Daniel Rosenfeld.

15th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
BELLAN

who passed away
December 18, 2003
23 Days in Kislev

—Ever remembered by your
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, nieces,
nephews, and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father, grandfather, and

great-grandfather

HYMIE GRUSKO
who passed away

December 26, 1970
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARRY DVERIS
who passed away

December 18, 1981
22 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SOPHIE FIEN
ESKOW

who passed away
December 12, 2006
21 Days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

KARYN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 30, 2009

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In memory of

DR. ARNOLD
GOLDSTEIN

who passed away
December 20, 2000
23 days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and
always loved by your family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAUL
HOCHMAN

who passed away
December 20, 2000
23 Days in Kislev

You are with us forever,
Dearly loved and forever
Missed day by day by
Your children, grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM LEMER
who passed away
December 1, 1998
12 Days in Kislev

To have, to hold and then to part
is the greatest sorrow of my heart
— Lovingly remembered by
your wife Mae, sons, families
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CONNIE
LENOFF

who passed away
December 3, 2010
26 Days in Kislev

– Lovingly remembered and
forever in our hearts.
Children,  grandchildren and
great-granddaughters.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABE LOVE
who passed away

November 30, 1977
20 Days in Kislev

— Lovingly remembered by
his wife, Gladys, and children
Myron (and Symma) and
Sharon.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

NINA PAISNER
who passed away

December 24, 1970
26 Days in Kislev

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
Of one we loved so dear.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great
granddaughters.

In loving memory of

MARK
SHENBACK

Who passed away
Dec 2, 2010

26 Kislev
—Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Elaine,
son Brett (Meg), sister Pam,
Family and Friends.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

HENRIETTA
SILVERMAN

who passed away
November 2, 2005
1 Day in Chesvan

HARRY
SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 24, 1983

19 Days in Tevet, 5744

13th Yahrzeit35th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

Always in our thoughts.
—Ever remembered and sadly missed by their loving  daughter
Geri, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, family and friends.

In loving memory of

NOAH
WITMAN

who passed away
December 23, 2000
26 Days in Kislev

Forever synonymous with the
Yiddish language in the hearts
and minds of the many
thousands of Winnipeggers
whose lives he touched.
— Ever remembered by your
family, friends and co-
workers.

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FANNY (Faige)
KORMAN
who passed away
December 1, 1980
23 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.

In Memoriam In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL GILMORE
who passed away
December 4, 2004

21 Days in Kislev, 5765
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
ROITENBERG

who passed away
December 23, 2008
26 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her husband Shom,
children Janis, Evan and
Audra and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

ISAAC (IKE)
VICKAR

who passed away
December 6, 2015
24 days in Kislev

In loving memory of

– Lovingly missed by  your famly.

MARGARET
VICKAR

who passed away
December 22, 2017

4 days in Tevet

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EDITH BLANK
who passed away
December 1, 2007
21 Days in Kislev

— Sadly missed by your
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BETTY GLESBY
who passed away

November 27, 2010
20 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by  your nieces
and nephews.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

IZZY WEINSTEIN
who passed away
December 1, 1988
22 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.
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In Memoriam
24th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and zaida

HARRY
GARFIELD
who passed away

November 30, 1994
27 Days in Kislev

— Forever in our hearts and
always remembered by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNETTE
LASKER

who passed away
December 13, 2012
29 Days in Kislev

— Loved and remembered
forever by her son & daughter-
in-law, grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNIE
LERNER

who passed away
December 11, 2012
27 days in Kislev

Forever in our hearts
– Deeply loved and missed by
his wife Sybil, children and
grandchildren.

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

CLARA (CHAIKE)
LUNGEN
who passed away

December 10, 2007
1 Day in Tevet

You are always in our hearts.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
MANISHEN

who passed away
December 19, 1990

2 Days in Teveth, 5751
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sister, nieces and
nephews.In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX
SILVERMAN

who passed away
December 10, 1979
20 days in Kislev

– Forever loved and deeply
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ZAHAVA BAUM
who passed away

December 10, 2004
27 Days in Kislev

Fourteen years have passed
since you left us and the pain of
your absence is always with us.
—Ever  remembered  and
never  forgotten by your loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MONTY BINDER
who passed away
December 3, 1972
27 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children,
and grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

DECEMBER  5

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit 16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ARCHIE
BLANK

who passed away
December 1, 1999
23 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of

ELIZABETH
BLANK

who passed away
December 18, 2002

13 Days in Tevet
— Always in our hearts, greatly missed and forever loved by your
children and grandchildren.

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

MARION
CHAIKIN

who passed away
December 19, 2002

14 Days in Tevet

In loving memory of

BEN
CHAIKIN

who passed away
November 30, 2001
15 Days in Kislev

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SUSAN
ROSNER
who passed away

December 17, 1998
28 Days in Kislev

— Always remembered, loved
and honoured by her family.

20th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
In Memoriam

RUBEN
YOUSSIEM

who passed away
January 7, 1990
10 days in Tevet

ROSE
YOUSSIEM

who passed away
December 16, 1993

2 days in Tevet
— Forever remembered and sadly missed by your beloved children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS STEEL
who passed away

December 25, 1986
23 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

18th Yahrzeit 3rd Yahrzeit

SAM WOLFMAN
who passed away

December 17, 2000
20 days in Kislev

In loving memory of

JEAN WOLFMAN
who passed away

December 11, 2015
29 days in Kislev

In Memoriam

CHASIE NELKO
who passed away

December 19, 1971
1 day in Tevet

SAMUEL NELKO
who passed away

December 28, 1963
12 days in Tevet

In loving memory of

— Your loving children, grandchildren and family.

LARSEN
2X3
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MOSES LANTZ
who passed away

December 11, 1988
3 Days in Tevet

— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RONALD
(RUBE)

GANETSKY
who passed away

December 13, 2015
1st day of Tevet

Always in our hearts and
forever in our thoughts.
– Missed by your loving wife,
children, grandchildren,
brother,  family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RANDA
MINKIN

who passed away
December 5, 2008

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by mom Beverly
and brother Shane.

In Memoriam
16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

AUDREY LEVY
who passed away
December 5, 2002
30 Days in Kislev

There will always be a heart-
ache and often a silent tear.
But always special memories
of the days you were here.
Remembering you is easy
we do it every day,
But missing you is the heartache
That will never go away.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

Michael Douglas and Alan Arkin mine aging for laughs

in Chuck Lorre’s latest, ‘The Kominsky Method’

By CURT
SCHLEIER

(JTA) – “The
Kominsky Method” is
the wisest and saddest
new comedy on tele-
vision. That might be
its biggest problem.

The protagonist of
the eight-episode
Netflix series is Sandy
Kominsky (played by
Michael Douglas), a
Jewish Tony Award-
winning actor who landed with a thud in
Hollywood. He no longer acts for a living but
teaches the craft to students using the titular
“method.”

Norman Newlander (Alan Arkin), whose wife,
Eileen (Susan Sullivan), is dying from cancer, is
Kominsky’s longtime Jewish best friend and
agent.

Their friendship and the ways they navigate a
hilarious and poignant battle against Father Time
drive the show, which is moving and brave.
Netflix has invested considerable effort in a
series that likely will appeal to a limited demo-
graphic (Douglas, Arkin and show creator Chuck
Lorre don’t come cheap).

The target audience is clearly of the older vari-
ety. At one point, Newlander says, “I wake up
each morning and my first thought is, ‘What part
of me isn’t working?’” At another, guest star
Danny DeVito, playing a urologist, snaps on rub-
ber gloves and turns to examine a bent-over
Kominsky while saying “You complete me.”
Kominsky has been married three times and is
finally happy about dating someone more his
age.

Will millennials give this show a shot? Will
AARP members take a chance on a series that is
so deeply rooted in their own often depressing
reality?

If they don’t, they will miss out on an extraor-
dinary dramatic comedy television experience.
In a season where most of the new sitcoms are
virtually unwatchable – “Murphy Brown” isn’t
quite what she used to be, and “Rel” is really bad
– “The Kominsky Method” is uplifting in its

intelligence.
Lorre, the Dick Wolf

of comedy, is best
known for more tradi-
tional TV sitcoms such
as “Two and a Half
Men,” “Dharma &
Greg” and “The Big
Bang Theory.” But “The
Kominsky Method” is
different from his other
shows – it’s much more
personal and mature.
The show’s two main

characters are Jewish, also a first for the prolific
Jewish writer and director.

Lorre is known for including vanity cards, or
short essays and observations, at the end of his
shows. They flash for just an instant, and hard-
core fans pause the show to read them. In 2011,
he wrote No. 327 from Israel, where he said he
felt strangely at home.

“[F]or the first time in my life, I’m surrounded
with DNA much like my own,” he wrote. “Until
I got here … I didn’t realize how much my dou-
ble helix yearned to be around similar strands.”

At one points he wonders, “Why did I spend a
lifetime moving away from that group? How did
Chaim become Chuck? How did Levine become
Lorre?”

Except for a synagogue and shiva sequence,
there isn’t much outwardly Jewish about “The
Kominsky Method.” But Lorre’s particular strain
of the double helix comes through more subtly in
dialogue like Arkin’s declaration: “We’re civi-
lized people. We keep our shame and suffering to
ourselves, where it belongs.”

Douglas and Arkin’s comic timing is perfect,
but their chemistry shines in darker moments as
well. The rest of the excellent cast includes
Jewish actress Lisa Edelstein (“House”) as
Norman’s drug-addicted daughter Phoebe; Sarah
Baker as Sandy’s level-headed daughter, Mindy;
and Nancy Travis as Lisa, Sandy’s love interest.
Edelstein particularly takes full advantage of
every opportunity to go over the top.

In an early episode, Norman reminisces about
Ron Howard’s classic movie “Cocoon,” which
he recently viewed again.

MICHAEL DOUGLAS and ALAN ARKIN
in ‘The Kominsky Method’

Israeli sitcom about interracial marriage
wins International Emmy

(JTA) — An Israeli comedy series about the marriage between an
Ethiopian Jewish man and an Ashkenazi Jewish woman won an
International Emmy Award.

“Nevsu,” a term of endearment in the Ethiopian language of Amharic,
won Monday night for best comedy in ceremonies held in New York. The
show airs on the commercial Reshet Channel 13.

It became the first Israeli show to  on a primetime show when it debuted
last year. In the show, the couple have a 5-year-old daughter.

Yosi Vasa, the lead actor and co-creator, and director Shai Ben Atar
accepted the award at the ceremony.

In April, Fox announced that it would  for an American audience. Fox’s
version, to be called “Culture Clash,” will focus on a relationship between
an Ethiopian refugee and a white Midwestern woman.

Meanwhile, Dutch filmmakers Stephane Kaas and Rutger Lemm won the
International Emmy for arts programming for their 2017 documentary
“Etgar Keret: Based on a True Story,” about the Israeli writer and humorist.

Last month, “Forever Pure,” a film dealing with the racist subculture
among fans of Jerusalem’s Beitar soccer club,  for the best outstanding pol-
itics and government documentary.

Holocaust researcher sues Polish group 
that accused him of falsifying history

By Katarzyna Markusz WARSAW, Poland (JTA) — A Polish-
Canadian Holocaust researcher has sued a Polish organization after it
accused him publicly of ruining Poland’s good name and charging that his
research falsifies the nation’s history.

Jan Grabowski, a professor at the University of Ottawa, filed the lawsuit
Thursday against the Polish League Against Defamation in Warsaw District
Court.

The suit  that each person who signed a Polish League statement con-
demning Grabowski published in June 2017  purchase and donate to one
Polish high school a copy of the book “Night Without an End: Fate of Jews
in selected counties of occupied Poland.”

The  was signed by 134 people and circulated, among others, to authori-
ties at the University of Ottawa. The suit claims that it was in this document
that the libelous statements were made.

Lawyers representing the historian  that the letter called into question
confidence Grabowski’s scientific reliability and knowledge, and that “the
goal of the organization was to discredit him in the eyes of the scientific
community.”

The Polish League’s statement pointed to the professor’s allegedly “slan-
derous and unfavorable attitude towards Poland and Poles,” expressed
through his publishing of results of his research into the Holocaust and the
crimes committed by Poles against Jews during World War II. The state-
ment suggested that Grabowski’s research is anti-Polish, which the organi-
zation said violates not only his academic reputation but also his national
pride.

According to the Polish League statement “Grabowski does not follow
the basic principles of researcher reliability,” “builds propaganda construc-
tions,” “eliminates key facts” and “[his work] has nothing to do with pro-
fessional research.”

Grabowski said that among the signers, there was no professional deal-
ing with the history of the Holocaust.

The Polish League says it aims to “straighten out false information about
Polish history.” Its president is Maciej Swirski, until recently the vice pres-
ident of the Polish National Foundation founded by Poland’s right-wing
government.

Grabowski is a co-founder of the Center for Holocaust Research in
Warsaw, and author and editor of numerous publications about the
Holocaust. In 2014, his book “Hunt for the Jews” received the Yad Vashem
International Book Prize for Holocaust Research.



Learning to live with allergies

L
i v i n g
w i t h
a l l e r -

gies can add
a lot of
stress to
e v e r y d a y
life. This is

something Winnipeg-born and raised,
Samara Carroll, had to learn from a
very young age.

When Carroll was just two years old,
she had an allergic reaction to peanuts.
As she got older, she discovered there
were many other foods that her body
could not tolerate. 

Carroll recently moved to Toronto to
complete her Masters degree in Social
Work at the University of Toronto.

“I had worked with kids a lot and had done lots of counseling in more
of a community setting, but I decided to do private practice as I felt there
was a need for support around anxiety – specifically related to food aller-
gies,” said Carroll.

“Food is such a big part of your life. You have to figure out how to bal-
ance things and do the things in life you want to do, but also to be safe.
So, I started thinking about that more and I felt there was a niche for it,
because it didn’t seem like there were other people doing this kind of
work.

“So, I worked on a business plan and developed a website with a friend
who helped me make it, and I started meeting with different allergy doc-
tors, allergy organizations, and some parents in the city. And, in June
2015, I launched my business.”

Today, Carroll gets referrals through allergy doctors and former
patients. While allergy doctors want to help patients deal with the anxi-
ety, they don’t have the time to counsel. So, they opt for the next best
thing, which is to refer their patients to Carroll.

“They are there to diagnose the allergy, but they see the need for some-
one to do deeper counseling around it and help manage anxiety,” said
Carroll. “Slowly but surely, in the last year and a half, it’s really picked
up.”

While Carroll prefers face-to-face counselling, if that is not possible,
she is open to doing sessions via video calling, and now has clients from
across North America. The referral doesn’t need to be a medical profes-
sional and the majority of the e-mails Carroll receives are from parents.

“The majority of my clients are children and teenagers, but I’m also
seeing an increase in parents who either have their own allergies or have
anxiety about their kids’ allergies,” said Carroll. “So, I’ll get phone calls
or e-mails just from people saying, ‘Hi. I have an eight-year-old boy.’
Usually, they reach out after the kid has had a scary anaphylactic reac-
tion.

“In an e-mail, they’ll usually give me a little paragraph about what the
main issue is or why they are reaching out right now, at the moment.
Then, I’ll sometimes ask or sometimes they’ll ask about meeting to get
counselling right away.

“In that case, I’ll tell them where I’m located, what my fee is, and all
the logistics. I do 50-minute sessions. It’s $90 and is covered by private
insurance.”

Carroll’s main objective is to help people manage their food-related
anxiety and to help them recognize when they have a food anxiety issue,
and help them accept that it’s okay to have some anxiety around it.

“It’s about finding a balance between having anxiety and living a nor-
mal life,” explained Carroll. “We do that through therapy techniques,
such as cognitive behavioral therapy, exposure therapy – working
towards different goals by slowly exposing yourself to something.

“This is not the allergen itself, but, say, someone has been afraid to eat
at a restaurant for two years, ever since they had a reaction. Then, their
goal might be to eventually be able to eat at a restaurant. And they want
to learn how to get to that point. It may be that the first step is to go with
the family and sit in the restaurant together.

“Then, the next step could be getting a drink at the restaurant. You just
work your way up in small steps to try to get there. That’s a big part of
what we do.”

Carroll has different worksheets and arts activities that she uses and she
also does role playing techniques to teach kids to advocate for themselves
– to be able to ask about their allergy and plan ahead, so they don’t feel
as anxious if and when an issue arises, as unexpected things will happen.

Typically, one can expect going for an average of six-to-eight sessions,
but Carroll has some clients she has been seeing for two years. “Others,
I’ll just see three times and they’re like, ‘Okay, thanks, I think I’m over
it.’ The idea is to give the tools and people can deal with it on their own.”

For more information, visit http://www.carrollcounselling.com/.
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Health newsDoes Judaism Allow Organ Donations? 
Jewish Views on Organ Donation

Organ Donation Awareness Panel – 
Tuesday, December 11

It has been for decades a reality that technology made organ transplant
possible, from one human being to another, from a dead person to a live one
if certain conditions are maintained. However, there are halakhic and ethical
questions regarding when is that possible and under what circumstances that
are relevant today. According to the Talmud and interpreted by Maimonides,
a person is obligated to avoid danger and harm to its persona. Since trans-
plants are by nature dangerous into a certain degree, that pose an issue. As
well, Jewish law prohibits deriving benefit from a dead body, mutilating a
body or delaying burial.

However, according to most authorities, all of these concerns are overrid-
den by a single halakhic (legal) concept: Pikuach Nefesh—the Jewish oblig-
ation to save lives. A reasonable amount of danger is tolerable if it is likely
to save a life. Furthermore, normal prohibitions regarding cadavers may be
waived when a life is at stake. Defining danger and defining the moment of
dead is a crucial consideration. Pikuach nefesh does not override murder;
one cannot kill someone to save another’s life. Today there is near unani-
mous agreement about this issue among all Jewish denominations. 

More Ethical Issues
Furthermore, there are many legal and ethical issues that are still debated.

In recent years, Jewish institutions and organizations have gone beyond
approving organ donation; they have begun to actively recommend it, as an
opportunity to fulfill the positive commandment of Pikuach Nefesh.
However, the Jewish community still has a poor track record of post-mortem
organ donation. Much of this has to do with the widespread and longstand-
ing misconception that Judaism forbids organ donation. 

National Council of Jewish Women, Winnipeg Chapter in partnership with
the Rady Jewish Community Centre is interested in starting the conversa-
tion. As in previous years when organizing the program, the intention is to
raise awareness, provide information and clarification on an issue as vital as
important as this.

Our program this year will count on the presence of Jewish community
members, donor and recipient Na’ama and Marshal Miller who will talk
about their experiences, Rabbi Joseph Benarroch who will walk us through
the halakhic and religious perspective and Dr. Aviva Goldberg from
Transplant Manitoba who will talk about general practices regarding organ
donation and transplants. 

Join us on Tuesday, December 11 at 7:30 pm at the Adult Lounge, Rady
JCC for a vital conversation about life and humanity from a Jewish perspec-
tive. We are looking forward to seeing you there! To register or for more
information, please contact the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or
www.radyjcc.com 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

SAMARA CARROLL



The best football player in Canada

W
innipeg Blue
Bombers 31-
year-old run-

ningback, Andrew
Harris, is the best foot-
ball player in Canada. I
won’t even argue the
point. Say anything you
like. Go ahead, bring up

Adam Bighill. You’ll still get no argument, just
contradiction. 

Nobody in the Canadian game does all the things
Harris does as well as Harris does them. In fact, the
Winnipeg Blue Bombers do not win if Harris does-
n’t touch the football.

He is clearly the best running back in the game.
That stands without argument. He is probably the
best pass catcher among running backs and might
be one of the Top Five pass catchers, period. He is
also an excellent blocker, likely the best blocker
among CFL running backs today. He’s fearless and
in most cases, tougher than the people who want to
tackle him.

On November 18 at McMahon Stadium, Harris
led the Bombers in rushing, carrying 1three times for 71 yards. He also
caught four passes for nine yards as the Bombers were beaten 22-14 in the
Western final.

There were many reasons why the Bombers lost to Calgary on Sunday.
The Stamps were better, for one thing. They hit harder, they were better
coached and their best players made big plays at crucial times.

The Bombers scored only 14 points, which says a lot about the state of
the team’s offensive attack. A decision to deny Harris the ball early in the
game definitely hurt the Blue Bombers’ attack.

In fact, Harris carried only six times for 48 yards in the first half and
touched it only seven times in the second half. To his credit, when asked
by TSN’s Sara Orlesky about his team’s offensive problems at halftime, he
avoided answering the question. He mumbled something about opportuni-
ties, but in reality, if Harris had been part of the offence – as he was against
Saskatchewan when he rushed for 153 yards and a touchdown on 19 car-
ries a week earlier – the outcome might have been different and Winnipeg
would have had more opportunities to score.

After all, Harris has been the CFL’s rushing leader for two straight sea-
sons. This past year, he carried 239 times for 1,390 yards and eight touch-
downs (fourth). Harris was 38th in receiving in the CFL with 58 catches for
451 yards. He played all 18 games.

Oh, and did we say that he also blocks.
Andrew Harris is a football player. The consummate football player.

Although, he almost wasn’t. As a kid, and as the proud son of a wonderful
single mom, Harris was a heck of a hockey player.

“I always wanted to be a hockey player when I was young,” he told me
a few years ago. “When I was young, my heroes were Steve Yzerman and
Paul Kariya. I loved the game and I still do today.”

He must. In the off-season, Harris still plays hockey three times a week
with his buddies in the Adult Safe Hockey League at Canlan.

So why didn’t he pursue the game? Even though teams in the Manitoba
Junior Hockey League and the Western Hockey League had shown inter-
est in the game, the cost of playing just became too prohibitive for Andrew
and his mom.

“The fees, the equipment, the travel expenses, it was all too much for my
mom and me and I sometimes wonder how families can afford it today,”
Harris said candidly. “I played at a time when composite sticks were just
coming out. I played with a wooden stick because composites were $100
at the time and that was just too much because I would go through a stick
a week. When I looked around, I figured out that I was the only kid on the
team with a wooden stick.

“I used to wear this old bubblehead helmet, something from the 80s, and
I used to get teased about it, but I took it. That was just part of growing up.
Still, it just got too expensive for us. I still think about what might have
happened if I’d stuck with it. Some of the kids I played with got to the AHL

and NHL. But I don’t have any
regrets. I found football and I love
the game.”

Considering what Harris has
done in his three seasons in
Winnipeg and in his remarkable
eight-year career in the CFL, you
can bet that Blue Bomber fans are
quite pleased that he found foot-
ball, found the programs at Grant
Park High School and Oak Park
High School and went out to B.C.
to hone his craft.

In this case, it’s a good thing that
hockey got way too expensive.

The Winnipeg Blue Bombers had
a legitimate chance to win the Grey
Cup this season, but when it mat-
tered, the Bombers coaching staff
decided to NOT get the football
into the hands of the best offensive
weapon in the Canadian Football
League. 

That’s the most disappointing part
of the loss to the Stampeders..
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ANDREW HARRIS (no. 33)
actually dreamed of being a hockey player first

Photo by Jeff Miller
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By

SCOTT TAYLOR



True story of lovers who met at Auschwitz
The Tattooist of Auschwitz - A Novel
By Heather Morris (Harper 262 pg. $24.99)
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

The Tattooist of Auschwitz is based on the
affecting and amazing true story of Lale and
Gita Sokolov, two Slovakian Jews, “two

ordinary people living in an extraordinary time,
deprived of their freedom, their dignity, their
families, and even their names replaced by num-
bers,” and how they survived Auschwitz concen-
tration camp, writes the novel’s author, Heather
Morris.

Morris, a native of New Zealand, lives in
Australia.

In 2003, she was introduced to an elderly gen-
tleman who “might have a story worth telling,”
says her brief biography.

The day she met Lale Sokolov changed both
their lives.

“Their friendship grew, and Lale embarked on a
journey of self-scrutiny, entrusting the innermost
details of his life during the Holocaust to her,”
notes the information about Morris. “Heather
originally wrote Lale’s story as a screenplay–
which ranked high in international competitions–
before reshaping it into her debut novel.”

Jeopardizing his life, Lale, who was imprisoned for two and half years
and witnessed unspeakable horrors, uses his “privileged” position “to
exchange jewels and money” from murdered Jews for food to keep his fel-
low prisoners alive.

Then, one day in July 1942, Lale, prisoner 32407, comforts a young
woman, who was “trembling in fear” while waiting in line to have the num-
ber 34902 tattooed onto her arm.

Her name is Gita.
“I tattooed her number on her left hand, and she tattooed her number in

my heart,” Lale said to Morris all those years later.
Lale, who speaks several languages, is determined to

survive the camp and marry Gita.
At one point, Lale was imprisoned in the

Strafkompanie (penal unit) from June 16 to July 10,
1944, where he was tortured by a fellow Jew, Jakob.
“No one expected him to survive or be released from
that unit,” writes the author.

Lale was smart enough to know how to manipulate
his SS minder Baretski into thinking they were friends.

“He knew at any time Baretski could shoot him
dead,” Morris writes (“A Holocaust love story tattooed
in Auschwitz ink”, The Irish Times, January 31, 2018).
“No questions asked. No consequences. Just one more
dead Jew.”

Lale and Gita are separated after the breakup of
Auschwitz in January 1945 when the Soviet Red Army
is near and the Germans and their henchmen panic and
march the surviving prisoners out into the snow and
freezing temperatures.

“The main gates are wide open,” says the novel.
“Hundreds of prisoners walk through, unchallenged.

Dazed, weak from malnourishment, some stumble
around and then choose to return to their block to
escape the cold. Lale walks through the gates he has

been through hundreds of times before on the way to Auschwitz. A train is
standing nearby, belching smoke into the sky, ready to leave. Guards and
dogs begin rounding up men and pushing them toward the train. Lale gets
caught up in the scrum and finds himself scrambling aboard.

“He stands, staring through the slats of the wagon, through the snow
falling heavily, mercilessly, as Birkeneau disappears.”

Meanwhile, Gita and her friends are on the march with thousands of other
women from Birkenau and Auschwitz, “trudging along a narrow track
through ankle-deep snow.”

Lale has numerous experiences in the immediate aftermath of the war,
including living in a chalet in Austria that has been seconded by Soviet
forces where he has to drive into the nearby village and bribe women with
jewels and cash to “party” with the Russians at the chalet during the
evening. 

But, Gita is always on his mind.
They are united again many months later after a serendipitous reunion.
Lale and Gita were married in October 1945, and they set up home in

Bratislava. Lale started importing “fine fabrics– linen, silk, cotton– from
throughout Europe and Asia.”

Two years later, his business was nationalized and he was sentenced to
two years in Ilavea Prison, “a place that had become famous for holding
political prisoners and German prisoners after the war. Lale and Gita had
been smart enough to stash some of their wealth. With contacts in the local
government and judiciary, Gita was able to bribe officials to help.”

They travelled from Vienna to Paris. But, with no work available for non-
French citizens, Lale and Gita decided to leave France.

“They wanted to go as far away from Europe as possible,” Morris writes
in the epilogue. “So they bought fraudulent passports and set sail for
Sydney, where they landed on July 29, 1949.”

Gita died on October 3, 2003. Lale died on October 31, 2006.
“Both my parents were determined that I should know what they went

through,” writes their son, Gary Sokolov, in the novel’s afterward. “When
the TV series The World at War started, I was thirteen, and they made me
watch it myself every week. They were unable to watch it with me. My
father was comfortable with talking about his adventures in the camp, but
only on Jewish festivals when he and the men would sit around the table
and chat about their experiences– all of which were fascinating. Mum,
however, said nothing of the details except on one occasion when she told
me that in the camp when she was very sick her mother had come to her in
a vision and told her, ‘You will get better. Move to a faraway land and have
a son.’

“Most of all I remember the warmth at home, always filled with love,
smiles, affection, food, and my father’s sharp dry wit. It was truly an amaz-
ing environment to grow up in, and I will always be grateful to my parents
for showing me this way of life.”

Although the circumstance is somewhat different and some might argue
otherwise, the words of registered nurse Ari Mahler could serve as a con-
temporary coda to The Tattooist of Auschwitz.

Mahler, who is Jewish, attended to Robert Bowers, whose shooting ram-
page resulted in the deaths of 11 people at the Tree of Life Synagogue in
Pittsburgh on October 27, 2018. Mahler works at Allegheny General
Hospital.

”Love,” Mahler said in a Facebook post that was quoted in a CBS news
story. “That’s why I did it. Love as an action is more powerful than words,
and love in the face of evil gives others hope. It demonstrates humanity.”

Love gives us the will to live. It is a mighty force.
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Assimilation or alienation

F
or Jews, the celebrations of Chanukah
arrive on Sunday evening (Dec. 2), and
closes after eight days on Monday evening

(Dec. 10). It is also a time when many people
struggle with the dissonance between religion
and Western values. I know who I am so it was
not a problem - except an epiphany struck. 

I had a dream the other night. I dreamed I was
in the lobby of a hotel filled with a patchwork of people of different colour
and garb reflecting differences in religious, cultural and ethnic back-
grounds. 

My eyes scanned the room searching for someone - or something, the
object of my search unclear. No one took notice as I wound my way
through the crowd and exited the area into a corridor. Turning to the right,
I entered a room through an open door. My eyes were drawn to a box gift-
wrapped with blue and white Chanukah paper sitting on a table. As I picked
it up, a feeling of warmth wrapped around me. Suddenly a non-descript,
dark, threatening shadow loomed overhead, momentarily startling me.
With outstretched arms, I handed my gift over to this strange apparition as
if to appease it and was immediately filled with a deep sense of inner peace
and contentment.

This dream was so close to the surface its meaning became readily clear.
I was fully aware of a recent inner struggle triggered by the
Christmas/Chanukah season in which I felt the very soul of my Jewishness
being challenged from an external source. It was a strange and surprising
experience because, as an adult, I have never been particularly observant.
Although raised in an Orthodox Jewish family, my personal beliefs led me
to a secular lifestyle. Following dietary laws, for example, was irrelevant
in determining the quality of good character. Traditions were important
more for benefit of family than in any religious sense. Rituals, such as
lighting the menorah candles on Chanukah did not seem necessary. After
all, I know who I am. I define myself first as a human being who happens
to be of Jewish descent. But after a lifetime of working and living in a dom-
inant, multi-religious society, why now had it become an issue? As an
empty nester now, for whom do I practice it? 

The answer was surprising but simple - the condominium lifestyle. Who
would have anticipated this popular and accepted way of life would create
such a fall-out? I had long questioned this concept in which total strangers
of diverse backgrounds would make a large monetary investment and enter
into a common living arrangement - an arrangement in which they become
inextricably bound to one another in some very basic ways. They accept the
premise and agree to give up certain freedoms in exchange for reducing
personal responsibilities. In doing so, they turn their decision-making pow-
ers and independence over to others who may have different opinions,
qualifications, priorities, intelligences and abilities. Nonetheless, this is
what I bought into without realizing, as important as these issues are, oth-
ers would run even deeper…such as ethnicity, culture and religion.

I have grown up with the symbols and celebrations of Christmas. As a
child, I participated in school plays and choirs and Santa never asked your
religion when he warmly handed you a candy cane. Feelings of deprivation
or envy never entered my psyche because the love of family filled my
needs. As an adult, I have continued to take in the festivities in sharing the
spirit of peace and goodwill with non-Jewish friends, neighbours and col-
leagues. 

But something changed. Tolerance, appreciation and participation were
all possible when ‘The Season’ did not infringe on my personal turf. In the
spirit of goodwill, it is important to accommodate and respect these sym-
bolic religious expressions. However, some individuals threaten to extend
these decorations over my personal unit and warned that any resistance on
my part could be crushed by a simple vote of the majority. Canada is a mul-
ticultural country supporting the values and rights of freedom of religion,
thus protecting minorities. Such intimidation threatens to swallow who I
am.

As neighbours on a street, such a thought would never even materialize.
Yet in a condominium arrangement boundaries become blurred. Such
actions deny my very existence. They render me invisible and impose a
choice - assimilation or alienation. Neither is acceptable and therein lies the
conflict. 

However, the dream did offer a resolution. It led me on a personal jour-
ney through the chaos of diversity. I turned towards what was right for me
- the box, wrapped in blue and white Chanukah paper that confirmed who
I am. By walking through the open door in my dream I received the reward
of self-discovery. I realized that knowing who I am was not enough. It was
only in giving my gift to the ‘faceless figure’ of others did I feel a sense of
inner peace and contentment. The dream revealed not only who I am, but
who I am in relation to others. 

Until now my identity had been like a one-way mirror. I could see
through the glass while the other side only reflected the viewer’s own
image. If others do not see me, I will disappear like a ghost in the morning
light. Still, I cannot ask anyone to extinguish their light for that is who they
are - only not to impose it on mine. 

What is the solution? Instead of the customary, small, coloured licorice-
like wax Chanukah candles whose symbolic message of freedom dies
quickly in a muted puff of smoke, I purchased and placed an electric meno-
rah (candelabra) in my window. Through the sustained bright light the
‘mirror’ becomes translucent revealing the beautiful cultural mosaic that is
Canada’s proud tradition, one that allows each of us to be who we are. 

And, perhaps along with the glittering Christmas lights, we will all be
enriched as, together, they cast a far greater illumination in recognizing,
respecting, accepting and even appreciating our differences.

Just like the mirror on the wall
Silvered coats reflect us all

Strip bare the veneer of hypocrisy
A window reveals you are just like me
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Happy 
Chanukah!

By

LIBBY SIMON



By LILACH SHOVAL
(November 25, 2018 / Israel Hayom)

Hamas’s military wing has grown more sophisti-
cated in recruiting personnel for its terrorist net-
works in Judea and Samaria, Israel’s Shin Bet
security agency revealed. 

In an unusually detailed statement, the agency
said on Thursday that Hamas has increasingly
taken advantage of Israel’s humanitarian ges-
tures to facilitate attacks.

“Activists from Hamas’s military wing in the
Gaza Strip have been recruiting in Judea and
Samaria, training recruits with explosives and
instructing them to find targets inside Israel,”
said the agency. “This is a departure from the
activities undertaken by Hamas in recent years,
both in scope and in potential threat.”

The agency said this activity is “designed to
create a new reality [in Judea and Samaria] in

light of the ongoing
events in the Gaza
Strip.”

According to the
Shin Bet, the effort is
being overseen by the
senior Hamas leader-
ship in the Gaza Strip.
A substantial part of
the mechanism
includes exploiting
the special permits
Israel grants Gazans
for emergency med-
ical care in Israel.

“To establish con-
tact with operatives in
Judea and Samaria,
Hamas exploits resi-
dents of Gaza who
have permits to
receive life-saving
care in Israeli hospi-
tals,” the Shin Bet
said.

One example was of
Nueima Mukdad, a
5 3 - y e a r - o l d
Palestinian mother of
nine who accompa-
nied her 47-year-old
sister to Israel in

August when the latter was undergoing cancer
treatment. After entering Israel, the two sisters
met in Ramallah with Hamas activist Fouad Dar
Halil from Sinjil, a small village nearby, who
had served 14 years in an Israeli prison for his
role in major terrorist attacks.

They handed him a suitcase with a secret letter,
in which the Hamas military wing in Gaza asked
him to carry out Hamas attacks in Israel and
recruit others to join him.

In the letter, the military wing promised that it
would help Halil obtain weapons and funding
for carrying out the attacks, as well as provide
him with instructional videos on how to make
bombs using new techniques that have never
been used before in Judea and Samaria. Halil
complied with their request.

According to Israeli officials, the terrorist net-
works that Hamas established in Judea and
Samaria in this manner were directed to carry
out terrorist attacks against Israeli targets as
quickly as possible, to force Israel to confront
escalation on two fronts rather than just in Gaza.

Hamas’s efforts in Judea and Samaria were
discovered after the arrest of Ayus Rajoub, a 25-
year-old Hamas operative who lives near
Hebron.

Rajoub was arrested on Sept. 23, and in an
unusual step, the Shin Bet released a tape of his
interrogation. In it, Rajoub reveals that he was
promised financial help by Hamas’s military
wing because it wanted Judea and Samaria resi-
dents to stage major attacks inside Israel, in
shopping malls, hotels, buses and trains.

Rajoub was hoping to carry out the attacks in
early October. He had recruited operatives from
a nearby village and told them to find targets for
attacks inside Israel, as well as prepare explo-
sives for a bomb while he was building the det-
onator, as per instructions from the Gaza Strip.

“This adds to a long list of attempts by
Hamas’s military wing to stage attacks by means
of recruiting activists in Judea and Samaria,”
said a senior Shin Bet official. “This has led to
the arrest of hundreds of young activists in Judea
and Samaria, including female students and
young women. This is how Hamas’s military
wing sabotages the lives of Palestinians in Judea
and Samaria, taking them down the dark path of
terrorism.”

Israel reveals: Hamas exploits ill Palestinians for terrorism

(November 26, 2018 / JNS) Some 25,000
workers—18,000 of whom are Palestinians—are
employed in joint economic areas located within
Judea and Samaria, according to data from
Israel’s Civil Administration.

(November 26, 2018 / JNS) The BDS move-
ment has demonstrated a willingness not only to
hurt Israelis but also Palestinians, as economic
data shows what would happen were there to be
massive boycotts against the Jewish state, espe-
cially amid Israelis and Palestinians working
together such as in the Jordan Valley. 

“The key to peace and coexistence in the
region is first and foremost the economic devel-
opment of agriculture and industry in the Jordan
Valley, Judea and Samaria,” Minister of
Strategic Affairs Gilad Erdan told JNS.

Some 25,000 workers—18,000 of whom are

Palestinians—are employed in joint economic
areas located within Judea and Samaria, accord-
ing to data from Israel’s Civil Administration.\

Palestinians working in Israeli jobs make up
11.7 percent of the Arab workforce in the West
Bank in 2014, with their total earnings in Judea
and Samaria the previous year consisting of 12.3
percent of the GDP of the entire Palestinian
Authority, according to the Palestinian Central

Bureau of Statistics.
BDS against the Jordan Valley’s farmers has

caused remarkable devastation for them and
their families. David Elhayani, head of the
Jordan Valley Regional Council, said the liveli-
hood of Jewish and Palestinian families has been
hurt as a result.

“Boycotts against our products means boy-
cotts against Palestinians and Israelis families
alike,” he said. “The economic warfare waged
against our farming communities only increases
suffering for all parties involved and does noth-
ing towards creating dialogue.”

According to the Jordan Valley Council, the
“export of peppers from the Jordan Valley also
suffered a serious blow following BDS activity
in Europe. Farmers in the Jordan Valley were
forced to divert pepper exports from Western
Europe to Russia and Eastern Europe, where
prices are 50 to 30 percent lower.”

“This dramatic drop meant that farmers of the
Jordan Valley, both Jewish and Palestinian alike,
saw a significant reduction in their income,”
they added, “with an estimated total loss of 100
million shekels.”

Fighting BDS, Israelis and Palestinians demonstrate living and working together in Jordan Valley
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Minister of Strategic Affairs pours wine from
Judea and Samaria at Israel Kongress in
Frankfurt, together with the head of the
Jordan Valley Regional Council David
Elhayani and Palestinian human-rights
activist Baseem Eid. Credit: Jordan Valley
Regional Council.



By MYRON LOVE

W
hen it comes
to kosher
catering in

our community, the
Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre at Syd
Glow Place (1588
Main Street) perhaps
flies under the radar –
despite having been
providing kosher
meals and kosher food
ever since the Jewish
seniors drop-in centre
opened more than 30
years ago.

And, as those
attending the Gwen
Secter’s 30th anniversary gala supper last July – or the annual tea in late
October – can attest, the quality of the food as well as the presentation are
second to none.

The backbone of the Gwen Secter’s kitchen are Cathy Koltowski and
Galina Melenevska. The duo have been together for more than ten years
and each brings many more years of experience to kosher meal preparation.
“Galina and Cathy are a great pair,” says Gwen Secter Executive Director
Becky Chisick. “They have strong connections within the community.
They are good listeners. They know what everybody likes. And they can
turn a room into something spectacular.

The Gwen Secter is most likely best known for its daily nourishing
kosher lunches and as a venue for meals of condolence after funerals and
unveilings. “We are in close proximity to all the cemeteries,” Chisick says.
“We can prepare meals of condolence on short notice for smaller or larger
groups of people.

“A lot of times, people will come here first – before going to a funeral
or unveiling – and leave their cars here. They will have made arrangements
for someone to pick them up and then come back here where their cars
are.”

And the regular lunch programs – especially Wednesday lunch – are very
well attended and open to all. Lunch varies from day to day and week to
week - except for Fridays when chicken is the main course. Chisick notes
that daily menus are listed online at info@gwensecter.com or in the month-
ly program guides (which can be picked up at the centre at 1588 Main
Street).

“We only ask that if you are planning on bringing a group for lunch that
you let us know in advance so that we can prepare,” Chisick says.

For Pesach and Rosh Hashonah, Cathy and Galina prepare special holi-
day foods that are available for pick up.

The Gwen Secter has been our community’s source of kosher meals-on-
wheels for many years now. For those who don’t qualify for meals on
wheels, Becky Chisick notes, Gwen Secter staff or volunteers will deliver
to your home as required.

Gwen Secter’s kosher catering is not restricted to the centre itself or to
seniors. Readers may not be aware that the kosher meals that you order for
functions at the Convention Centre or local hotels also come from the
Gwen Secter kitchen.

“We offer a full caterings service all year round anywhere in Winnipeg,”
Becky points out. “And because we are a non-profit organization and our
kitchen is koshered all year round, we are a more affordable alternative for
members of community who value kosher catering.”

To find out what’s on the menu or arrange kosher catering for your fam-
ily or group functions, go online at info@gwensecter.com or phone 204
339-1701 speak to Cathy or Galina.
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Ben-Gurion University
Negevof the

CANADIAN ASSOCIATES OF 

Israel’s Nation Building University

TO LEARN MORE, VISIT: www.bengurion.ca

Wishing you a peaceful and happy 
Chanukah!

Sheldon Zamick, President Zach Ostrove, Executive Director

123 Doncaster St., #C309, Winnipeg, MB R3N 2B2

T: 204-942-7347  |  F: 204-944-8041  |  E:bguwinnipeg@bengurion.ca

Ben-Gurion University’s PREPARED Centre 
is the source of cutting-edge research for preparedness during
states of crisis.  In the spirit of the Maccabees who protected our
people long ago, the Centre trains first responders in North America
and worldwide to manage medical emergencies and disasters.

Help bring light to 
a darkened world 
by supporting BGU’s
PREPARED Centre.

TO DONATE, PLEASE CALL:

1-800 731-2848
ISRAEL CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT MAGEN DAVID ADOM
MAGEN DAVID ADOM CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT YOU www.cmdai.org

With YOUR help – Magen David Adom continues to provide
uninterrupted emergency services to THE PEOPLE OF ISRAEL

Chag Ha’ChanukahChag Ha’Chanukah
Let us pray for peace 
in our beloved Israel 
– Am Y'Israel Chai 

John Howson
National Director Emeritus,
Bridges for Peace
CMDA Winnipeg Honorary Board Member

The Winnipeg Chapter wishes all our Donors, 
Families and Friends a Warm and Festive 

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre available 
for affordable kosher catering year round

CATHY KOLTOWSKI (left) )and 
GALINA MELENEVSKA

10 years working together at Gwen Secter



Writing children’s books is a real challenge
I

have written one children’s book and have a
second one on the way. This is what I have
learned about writing children’s picture

books: You should be able to describe what a
good picture book  is about in one sentence. I
don’t mean the plot; I mean what it’s about. 

For instance, my book Ana and the Substitute
Teacher is about how qualities that we think are
negative can in the right situation be  positive.

This easily ties into the idea that if qualities we have originally deemed as
negatives can be positives than everyone has something to offer and we
should be kind to everyone as we don’t know when we will need their help. 

The book is also about self-acceptance and being able to say this is who
I am and I’m proud of that. Okay, so I was wrong - you could actually use

two sentences to
describe what the book
is about: Self accep-
tance and turning neg-
ative qualities into
positives.

My second picture
book, Ana and the Big
Bad Puddle, can also
be described in a sen-
tence or two. The main
idea is this: Having a
disability means that
lots of things are very
difficult; therefore,
you learn to be more
persistent and not give
up as easily. Writing
the story around those
ideas then becomes
really easy. A car is
stuck in a puddle, a
man is ready to give
up, Ana tells him that
he can’t, and with help
he is eventually able to
get the car out of the
puddle.

The tricky part is
marketing your book.
After all, there are a lot
of books on the shelf,
and every single
author thinks that
what they are writing
about is important,
otherwise they would
not have written it. As
a result, there is a lot
out of your control as
a writer and all you
can do is put your
book out there and
hope that it speaks to
people more than the
book beside it. There
are certain things that
you can do to give
your book a better
chance to succeed
such as promoting it
on  social media and
trying to partner up
with other organiza-
tions in the field that
you think might be
interested. 

The problems with
that could be enough
to fill another article.
for instance, the book
might only have a
small  group interest-
ed in it and be part of
only a small niche. Or
it may be in a field
where there are many
other books talking

about the same subject where the author may be more well-known and
established in that field. 

There are other topics that could be explored such as getting illustrations
for your book as well as funding the book as the endeavour can cost as
much as $3,500 with no guarantee of making any of that back.
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We are seniors
Some timely advice from Norman Vincent Peale

There are times, that I am at a loss to think up
a subject for my next chapter in my series, “We
Are Seniors“. How about: How important it is
to maintain good health as long as you live? I
am not just thinking of regular check ups with
your family physician.

What about humor to maintain a healthy atti-
tude?

We all live and survive stressfull situations
from time to time! How do we cope with it? For a reference I would refer
to Dr. Norman Vincent Peale’s Book “How To Be Alive All Of Your
Life.” He was an author and progenitor of “Positive Thinking”

This chapter entitled “Peace of Mind” has some helpful observations:
1) “Conserve your energy i.e. don’t race your motor:”
a) “ Do not rush-work, eat and play leisurely.”
b) “ Do not get overtired at work, or at play“. Be moderate in eating,

drinking“.
c) “ Do not hesitate to refuse to take on unimportant burdensome

tasks.”
2) “Stay calm and serene, do not fret or worry or allow yourself to

become unnecessarily upset in situations fraught with emotion.”
a)” The past is past”.
b) “Do your best today, and let it go at that”.
c) “Do not be apprehensive of tomorrow, it will take care of itself- most

worries never come to pass.”
3) “Learn from mistakes”.
a) “Do not pessimistically assume that having made a mistake, there is

no hope, that a mistake means ruin.”
b) “Calmly and objectively examine your mistake. Learn all you can

from it, then move away from it with a new know-how.”
Getting back to basics. How many of you, DIY (Do It Yourself

Investors) have survived the recent Stock Market Correction? How many
panicked and started selling off securities in a down market? The Stock
Market is going to be here after you and I are long gone. What should you
have done? You should have looked for beaten down Blue Chip
Companies that have had a severe correction and started buying again.

Should the Stock Market be your only investment? Definitely not!
Consider Multiple Occupancy Real Estate Investment e.g., Apartment
Blocks. If you buy one on your own, mortgage rates are very low, or look
for a syndication, and buy a piece of one. Consult a Real Estate expert
before you buy.

I always like to end these articles with a touch of humor:
A guy phones a local hospital and yells: “ You’ve got to send help. My

wife is in labor.” 
The Nurse replies “Is this her first child?”
“No,” he replies “This is her husband.”

By

HARRY WARREN

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

Canadian businessman kicks in $5 million to land an
Israeli spacecraft on the moon

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- A Canadian billionaire and businessman has
joined the project to land the first Israeli spacecraft on the moon and con-
tributed $5 million to the effort.

Sylvan Adams, who brought the Giro d’Italia Big Start cycling race to
Israel this year, on November 19 visited the Israel Aerospace Industries’
MBT Space facility in Yehud, where the spacecraft is being assembled,
SpaceIL announced.

SpaceIL, which is working to make Israel the fourth country to reach
the moon behind United States, Russia and China, was the only Israeli
contestant in the international Google Lunar XPRIZE competition. To
win the first prize of $20 million, the participants were required to land
an unmanned spacecraft on the moon. The competition ended officially
with no winner on March 31, when Google announced that it would no
longer sponsor the competition.

SpaceIL announced that it was determined to continue its mission and
to launch its spacecraft, despite the dissolution of the competition.

Morris Kahn, a businessman and philanthropist who says he regards
completing the project as his “personal mission,” has donated $27 million
to the effort and serves as the project’s president.

In October, SpaceIL and the Israeli Space Agency announced a collab-
oration with NASA that would enable SpaceIL to improve its ability to
track and communicate with the spacecraft before, during, and after land-
ing on the moon.



An enterprising adventure - not for believing in 2018!
By FREDA GLOW

A
recent article in the paper caught my eye.
It was about a Winnipeg woman who was
scolded by Child and Family Services for

allowing her two children aged seven and three
years old, to go shopping at the bake shop
around the corner. She was told that it’s deemed
illegal for children under 12 to walk to school (or
anywhere) without being accompanied by an
adult. If 12 is the age of enlightenment, then
what I did wasn’t so bad - or was it?

It was 1945 and a glorious sunny morning in
July. Wouldn’t it be nice, I thought, to take a
train ride to Winnipeg Beach on the Moonlight.
It was a quick trip – only 45 miles. I could pic-
ture myself exploring the nooks and crannies of
the town, the beach and its fairgrounds. I didn’t
have much money to play the various games or
to ride on the carousel or huge roller coaster, or
even to roller skate in the large dance hall.
However just breathing the fresh country air
and feeling free under the warm sun, surround-
ed by happy people enjoying themselves,
seemed a most attractive way to spend a
Sunday.

I was 12 and my brother, who was a year and
a half younger, agreed. We trudged from Jarvis
and Salter to the CPR train station on Higgins
and Main Street, but got there too late. The train
had already left. I was deeply disappointed. My
plans for the day had fizzled out. 

How about hitchhiking, I suggested. No way,
said my brother. He would find some other activ-
ity to occupy himself. I, on the other hand, stub-
bornly insisted. I wanted to fulfill my heartfelt
wish. It was Winnipeg Beach or bust!

I left him to board a streetcar and rode to the
end of the NorthMain line. Disembarking, I sta-
tioned myself at what I thought was a strategic
place and stuck out my thumb, the way I had seen
others do it. I waited for the approaching traffic.

In those days cars weren’t as numerous, but I
was patient and determined. I stood rooted under
the hot sun – a short, tiny person looking hope-
ful. An hour passed before a small black Ford
slowed and then stopped. The elderly couple
inside began to scold me.

“Do you know how dangerous it is for you to
be hitchhiking”? said the woman. I shrugged my
shoulders. I didn’t understand. My brother and I
were street smart. We had never encountered
trouble, other than a few drunks or barking dogs.
We had always felt safe enough to go anywhere.
I began to doubt myself. Was I really being fool-
ish? What was she talking about? I sensed it had
something to do with being vulnerable to some-
one who had bad ideas.

After her tirade, the woman and her husband
motioned to climb in the car. I sat silent and
grateful to be inside with a refreshing breeze
blowing through the open windows.

“We’re only going to Selkirk”, the lady
informed. So, in short order I was standing on
the edge of the highway once again. The couple
departed, wishing me luck and looking back
with baleful glances. 

Suddenly I felt small, weak and in grave dan-
ger. The woman had started my imagination
rolling. However before long an elderly man in
a dusty sedan stopped. I was on my way again.
The driver didn’t say much. Rural kids often
hitchhike between small towns, he said. It was-
n’t unusual for him to give youngsters a ride.

It wasn’t long before I clambered out at
Winnipeg Beach. Now I was free to stroll the
midway and beachfront. The colorful conces-
sions were lined up next to each other along the
main street, with their backs to the lake. I strolled
down the boardwalk taking in the colourful
sights. It was afternoon by now and the beach
was dotted with bathing suits. Laughing children
splashed in the lake, calling out loudly to each

other. I looked at the sparkling water and began
searching the sandy shoreline for interesting
shells. This was a new world, happy and carefree.
I was glad I had fulfilled my wish.

However, I had also learned a valuable lesson.
Apparently there are dangerous people in this
world who are capable of doing unspeakable
things. There are events happening that I was not
aware of. Like a tiny barking dog that doesn’t real-
ize how helpless it is, I had put myself in a position
of risk... what catastrophes I could only imagine.

I wandered everywhere and too soon the long
day was over. I walked along the water admiring
the shimmering pathway of the moon across the
restless waves, I could still hear the music from
the midway and see the glow of the lights. The
beach seemed so peaceful now.

I boarded the Moonlight for my trip home. I had
purchased a half ticket from someone who had
decided to stay. It had been a marvelous outing. I
congratulated myself for returning safe and
sound. However, before planning my next adven-
ture, I would carefully consider the consequences.

Postscript: This article may beg the question –
“Where was her
mother”? Mother was
busy with a deter-
mined five year-old
who refused to go to
Kindergarten. As we
older ones (12 and 10)
never gave her cause
to worry, she never
gave us much
thought. We were
both independent at
an early age and were
allowed to do pretty
much everything we
wanted. My brother
and I went every-
where together except
this one time. It was a

different world in the ‘40s. Today’s parents hes-
itate to give even 15 year-old girls the freedom
to wander alone. 
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However I had also learned a valu-
able lesson. Apparently there are

dangerous people in this world who
are capable of doing unspeakable

things. There are events happening
that I was not aware of. Like a tiny

barking dog that doesn’t realize how
helpless it is, I had put myself in a

position of risk – what catastrophies
I could only imagine.



whom has had a particular association with
Jewish food in this city.

Those interviewees included: Rabbi  Yossi
Benarroch (head of Vaad Hakashrut), Marla

Bernstein (of Bernstein’s Deli), Larry Brown (of Oscar’s Deli), Valerie
Burachynsky (Food Services Manager at the Simkin Centre), Alla Golinkin
(Grandma Alla’s Kitchen at the Jewish Learning Centre), Beth Grubert (Baked
Expectations), Joel Lafond (Shaarey Zedek head chef),  Barbara, Pam, and Lisa
Reiss (Desserts Plus), Maxine Shuster (Schmoozers),  Stephen Chapman and
Barbara Winestock (grandchildren of Katie Chmelnitsky, the leading kosher
caterer in Winnipeg in the 1950s and early 60s).

As Susan noted, “We came away with much information about how our inter-
viewees began their careers in the food industry.”

Susan waxed lyrical about Jewish Winnipeggers’ favourite desserts, ranging
from “Imperial cookies to schmoo tortes.”

She also referred to “mun” cookies, poppyseed cakes, honey cakes (saying
that “Marcy Goldman’s recipe” is the best – also available online. By the way,
Susan says that honey cakes must use only buckwheat honey.)

Following an introduction by Sharon Allentuck, the microphone was turned
over to four panelists, including Barbra Reiss, Maxine Shuster, Valerie
Burachynsky, and Rabbi Yossi Benarroch, Rabbi of the Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
congregation, who also serves as the head of Winnipeg’s Vaad Hakashrut.

There were some quite light-hearted moments during the evening, including
a question posed by Mark Kantor, who remarked that there was a terrific cake
served at his bar mitzvah at the Shaarey Zedek years ago. He couldn’t remem-
ber for sure what its name was, but he thought it might have been called a
“Grasshopper Torte” and wondered whether he had that correct. Immediately
individuals told him he did. (I remarked to Chana Thau, who was sitting next to
me, that I remember seeing chocolate-covered ants served in a tin at Ralph
Garland’s Miami Delicatessen on Main Street. What is it with Jews and insects?
I wondered.)

As it turned out though, the evening ended up having two distinct themes. As
mentioned, there was a not-very-serious discussion of favourite Jewish foods,
especially desserts, but  there was also a much serious  component to the
evening – and it centered around the difficulty that adhering  to kashrut presents
at a time when the cost of kosher meat has been skyrocketing.  

Of particular interest were remarks made by Valerie Burachynsky, who was
refreshingly candid about the difficult situation she faces as food services man-
ager at the Simkin Centre. As a matter of fact, because Valerie was quite impas-
sioned about the financial straits she and her co-workers at the Simkin Centre
face in having to deal with an extremely tight food budget imposed upon by
them by the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority, when I had a chance to ask a
question of her, I wanted to make sure that I was quoting her correctly, so I read
this quote out to Valerie: “When you add the complexity of providing kosher we
cannot provide the kind of food that residents might like.” I asked her whether
I was quoting her correctly because it was a rather frank admission she had
made; she agreed that it was an accurate quote.

The context in which Valerie made that observation was her referencing the
extremely limited daily food allowance that she has to work with when it comes
to preparing meals for residents at the Simkin Centre. Can you believe that the
entire amount provided to the Simkin Centre by the Winnipeg Regional Health
Authority for each resident there comes  to only $8.70 a day? That’s not $8.70
per meal. That’s $8.70 for breakfast, lunch, dinner, snacks, and any other special
dietary needs that might come into play for any particular resident. (Apparently
though, even the figure of $8.70/day is too high. Read my Short takes column
on page 4 for what a spokesperson for the WRHA says is the true figure.)

The frustration that Valerie communicated on November 19 was palpable. As
she spoke of what is now her 42 years of having worked at both the former
Sharon Home on Magnus and more recently the Simkin Centre, Valerie made
some very interesting observations. Here is some of what she said:

“All cultures have a deep connection to food and therein lies the problem for
all health care facilities…The resident (at the Simkin Centre) today is very dif-
ferent than the resident (at the Sharon Home) years ago. When I first started (at
the Sharon Home) some of the residents had their own cars there.

“The demands we face today at the Simkin Centre are far more complex” than
they used to be at the Sharon Home. “The cost of labour is enormous; we have
to be more creative in how we prepare food.”

“The budget is inadequate…We haven’t received an increase in our food bud-
get from the W.R.H.A. in five years.” (Later, Simkin Centre CEO Irwin
Corobow, who was in the audience, said that it’s been “nine years” since there
has been an increase in the food budget from the W.R.H.A. Irwin also suggest-
ed that “In the future there’s going to be a breaking point and the community
will have to decide whether it’s going to step up.”) 

Valerie also observed: “The food we produce will never match what we do at
home. We don’t provide deli meats for sandwiches. There are no smoked turkey
sandwiches on our menu…corned beef sandwiches once a month.

“We would rather serve a vegetarian chili than serve a poor quality food,”
Valerie suggested, but in response to a question from an audience member who
said that he had a parent at another personal care home who did receive deli
sandwiches on occasion for lunch, Valerie said that just can’t be the case at the
Simkin Centre because of the high cost of kosher meat (including turkey and
chicken).

In response, another questioner suggested that serving deli sandwiches to
Simkin residents was likely not much of an issue as a good many of the resi-
dents would be eating “puréed” food.

To that, Valerie responded with some anger: “The majority of people in the
Simkin Centre are not on a ‘textual’ menu. They could eat deli sandwiches if
they were given them.” 

The discussion also focused on the laws of kashrut. Rabbi Benarroch found
himself in the sometime awkward position of having to explain – and defend
some of the more arcane restrictions imposed by those laws.

He began by noting that “in 1963 there were 19 kosher butcher shops in
Winnipeg.” (Compare that with the current situation where there is not a single
kosher butcher shop left in the city. The most recent experiment in serving fresh
kosher meat, which was undertaken by a business known as Carver’s Knife in
Transcona, has ended, with the owners of that business deciding to exit the
kosher meat business after a short six months.)

Rabbi Benarroch gave a detailed explanation of the difference between Vaad
Hakashrut, which he heads as the rabbi of the Adas Yeshurun Herzlia syna-
gogue, and the other kosher supervisory organization, the OU, which supervis-
es facilities whose products are intended for a larger market than Winnipeg
alone. In his capacity as the head of the Vaad Hakashrut, Rabbi Benarroch said,
he is responsible for supervising kashrut in local businesses which primarily
serve Winnipeg customers, including: Gunn’s Bakery, Schmoozers, the Gwen
Secter Centre, and the Simkin Centre. (Until recently that list also included
Desserts Plus but, as we noted in our last issue, just as BerMax Caffé also decid-
ed recently to go non-kosher, so has Desserts Plus – at least in the operation of
its restaurant. Barb Reiss did note, however, that her business is still able to pro-
vide kosher catering upon request – under the supervision of the Vaad
Hakashrut.)

In attempting to explain how the laws of kashrut evolved to the degree that
they have, Rabbi Benarroch said that, following the destruction of the Second
Temple, “people were confused” about what was kosher and what wasn’t. As a
result, rabbis issued a “takanah” (correction) that was intended to clarify what
could be considered kosher. From that derived our current laws of kashrut.

According to Rabbi Benarroch, as a result of this takanah, “things that an ani-
mal produces that are ‘extrinsic’ to that animal” can be considered different than
the animal itself. For instance, Rabbi Benarroch explained, while bees are not
kosher, honey is; and, while eating a chicken with milk is not kosher, eggs can
be eaten with milk.

Someone in the audience asked Rabbi Benarroch whether “the community is
going to do anything about the high cost of kosher?”

Rabbi Benarroch answered (as he also did in a letter to the editor in our
November 14 issue) that “it’s a question of values… What needs to happen is
what happened with our Jewish day schools. We subsidize Jewish day schools.
We need to have that discussion” (about kashrut).

But someone in the audience responded by telling an anecdote about the late
Rabbi Abraham Kravetz, who was a revered Orthodox rabbi in this city for
many years. The questioner said that when she was a young girl one of her clos-
est friends was one of Rabbi Kravetz’s daughters. Rabbi Kravetz was asked
whether he would allow his daughter to go over to her friend’s house, even
though the standard of kashrut in that home was not nearly as high as Rabbi
Kravetz’s home.

To which, Rabbi Kravetz responded, according to the audience member: “It’s
more important for my daughter to break bread in her friend’s home than
to keep kosher.”

Rabbi Benarroch also noted that Winnipeg has a “unique situation where
the Jewish Federation plays such a prominent role in kashrut – especially
at a place like the Simkin Centre.” 

Barb Reiss asked him then whether he thought the community should
“step up to support businesses that want to keep kosher?”

Rabbi Benarroch answered: “I agree. We should do everything we can to
support kashrut.”
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Author expresses concern for Jewish continuity
By MYRON LOVE

T
al Keinan’s “God is in the Crowd:
Twenty-First Century Judaism” is an
ambitious effort to diagnose the ills of

modern Judaism and recommend solutions
that can carry world Jewry into the future.
While I have to agree partially with the
diagnosis, in my opinion, Keinan’s pro-
posed solutions are unrealistic.

Keinan’s book is also part autobiography
and a compelling story he has to tell. The
son of an Israeli-born mother and
American-born father, he grew up in
America - and, as is typical of most Jewish
Americans and Canadians - in an assimilat-
ed home. His parents separated when he
was young and he and a brother were
shipped off to a prestigious Protestant prep school in the New England
area. 

Ironically, this is where the young Jewish student who knew little or
nothing about Judaism discovered his Jewish identity – thanks to an open-
minded Protestant Minister at the school who encouraged the Jewish stu-
dents to celebrate their faith.

Keinan (whose last name was still Weiner at the time) took to being
Jewish “whole hog”, you could say. After research and study, he deter-
mined that the only place for him as a Jew was Israel. Thus, he made aliyah,
joined the IDF, overcame many obstacles to become the Israeli air force’s
first and only non-Israeli born pilot and later became an international
financier with offices in New York and Tel Aviv.

As a dual citizen, Keinan (the name he adopted after making aliyah) is in
a good position to comment on both Jewish communities and his diagnosis
is not positive for either one.

As he observes, Israel and America between them have the world’s two
largest Jewish communities - and they are drifting apart. He faults the
Israeli Rabbinate for refusing to recognize Reform and Conservative
Judaism, the largest movements by numbers in the United States. This has
turned many – especially younger - American Jews against Israel.

Then there is the strong liberal bent among American Jews (except for the
Orthodox) who cling to the naïve belief that peace between Palestinians
and Israelis is possible if Israel would only make more concessions, stop
building “settlements” and end the (non-existent) occupation.

It doesn’t help, he adds, that most Israelis who immigrate to America
tend to keep to themselves and show little interest in integrating with the
native Jewish population.

Combine the above with the very high intermarriage rates and growing
assimilation among American Jewry, and Keinan gives America’s Jewish
community only one or two more generations before it fades away (with
the exception of the much smaller Orthodox community).

I would add only one caveat to that prognostication. In communities such
as New York, Chicago and Philadelphia, for example, with large Jewish
populations, younger Jews are still just as likely to find Jewish mates as
not.

Keinan views Israel’s major problem and greatest threat to the future of
the Jewish homeland as too many internal divisions. He identifies three
principal factions, each of which has its own agenda. 

First, there is what he calls the “territorialists” aka the “settler” move-
ment. He identifies them as religious Zionists who are determined that the
Biblical areas of Judea and Samaria – the biblical Jewish heartland – also
known as the West Bank – remain part of the Jewish State of Israel.

Those “territorialists” with whom Keinan has interacted he describes as
very nice people and real patriots. But, he points out, an inordinate amount
of government funding goes toward the settlement project.

In his view, there are three options to the question of Israel’s “occupa-
tion” of the West Bank. He proposes either annex the area and give all the
Palestinians citizenship –which would endanger Israel’s Jewish identity,
annex the area without giving the Palestinians citizenship – which would
being into question Israel’s commitment to democracy – or unilateral with-
drawal and deal with the subsequent rocket threats- ala Gaza – from the
West Bank.

I would argue that none of these are viable options. Most Palestinians are
citizens of the existing Palestinian state presided over by the Palestinian
Authority and don’t want to become Israeli citizens. The Israeli govern-
ment has no intention of reinvading said Palestinian areas.

And expose Israel’s population to even more missiles? Really?
The status quo right now is the only viable option pending the appear-

ance of a Palestinian leader who has the courage and vision to negotiate
final borders and end the Palestinian war against Israel.

The second faction is the Haredim. The religious political parties wield a
disproportionate power beyond their numbers because of the way Israel’s
political system is structured. Very rarely has an Israeli government been
able to function without the help of these religious parties. As a result,
these parties are able to demand concessions – such as substantial govern-

ment funding for their separate religious
schools.

What many people may not realize is that it
was David Ben Gurion – Israel’s first Prime
Minister – who gave the Orthodox rabbinate full
control over life cycle events – marriage, con-
version and burial – in Israel. According to
Keinan, Ben Gurion was pre-occupied at the
time with Israel’s life and death situation and
figured he could deal with this other issue with
the Rabbinate later.

Well, later never came because very rarely does anyone give up that kind
of power willingly. Keinan’s solution is that Israel’s president – currently
an appointed position akin to our Governor-General – should be elected
with Jews all over the world being eligible to vote. He further suggests that
the thus-elected President’s office would then become responsible for the
powers that currently reside with the Orthodox Rabbinate and the office
would include representatives of the Orthodox, Conservative and Reform
movements. 

To me, this is completely unrealistic.
Keinan’s third grouping consists of the secular, often English-speaking

entrepreneurs who propel Israel’s economy and provide its military leader-
ship. His fear for this element is that they will come to resent having to
share  a disproportionate financial burden and find it much easier to immi-
grate to America.

Unfortunately, Keinan gives short shrift to the majority of Israelis who
don’t fit into any of these three categories – the bus drivers, store keepers,
foresters, and tradespeople et al – who don’t speak English, aren‘t wealthy
and aren’t going anywhere.

As well, Israel still serves as a beacon, a safe haven for endangered Jews
around the world – and the prospects don’t look good in places such as
France, England or Germany, for example, with their large Jewish popula-
tions.

Sure, some will be able to immigrate to Canada or the United States or
Australia – but not all. Israel remains the only country in the world where
they will be welcomed without question – despite the challenges of living
in Israel.

I would conclude though that “God is in the Crowd” is well worth read-
ing.

TAL KEINAN

Books



5 things to know about
Miriam Adelson

WA S H I N G T O N
(JTA) – Miriam
Adelson, best known
for being married to
one of the world’s
richest men and per-
haps the leading bene-
factor of the Republican Party, Sheldon Adelson, was named as a
Presidential Medal of Freedom winner.

The White House announcement on Saturday spurred much liberal out-
rage: Miriam Adelson “has done nothing for her country besides being
the wife of a Trump-friendly megadonor,” Paul Krugman, The New York
Times columnist and Nobel laureate in economics, fumed on Twitter. “Of
course it’s ludicrous, and an insult to people who received the medal for
genuine service.”

Indeed, the Adelsons boosted Donald Trump’s presidential campaign in
its final months with a much-needed infusion of $30 million. They also
spent a stunning $100 million on Republicans in the midterm elections –
the couple spent election night at the White House watching the returns
with Trump.

It’s also true that Trump has paid dividends to Sheldon Adelson’s hard-
right pro-Israel ideology, moving the U.S. Embassy to Jerusalem, and
perhaps to his business: Trump reportedly lobbied Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe to help open an Adelson casino in Japan.

But using the Medal of Freedom to reward political backers is not
exactly new. Oprah Winfrey, who helped make Barack Obama a star in
2008 and was deeply involved in that campaign, was chosen in 2013.
George Tenet, the CIA director who gave President George W. Bush’s
Iraq War a much needed (and it turns out misguided) seal of approval,
was a recipient in 2004.

And like Winfrey, the Adelsons have a record of philanthropic giving
independent of any political agenda: in the Adelsons’ case, funding med-
ical research. That’s the main citation in the White House announcement.

“Miriam Adelson is a committed doctor, philanthropist, and humanitar-
ian,” it says. “She has practiced internal and emergency medicine, stud-
ied and specialized in the disease of narcotic addiction, and founded two
research centers committed to fighting substance abuse. With her hus-
band, Sheldon, she also established the Adelson Medical Research
Foundation, which supports research to prevent, reduce, or eliminate dis-
abling and life-threatening illness.”

Devex, an aid and development fund tracker, says that the Sheldon G.
Adelson Medical Research Foundation has dispensed $67 million.

The couple is also well known – perhaps better known – for their
Jewish and pro-Israel funding. Sheldon Adelson is the preeminent funder
of Birthright Israel, the program that flies young Jews to Israel for free.
He also gives to Holocaust remembrance and the Israeli American
Council.

Here are five things to know about Miriam Adelson:

She’s hands on at her methadone clinics.
Adelson, 73, who grew up in the Israeli city of Haifa, earned her med-

ical degree from Tel Aviv University’s Sackler Medical School. She later
attended Rockefeller University in New York on an exchange program,
focusing on treating drug addiction, which became her specialty.

Adelson routinely drops in at her treatment clinic hard by a nondescript
strip mall in Las Vegas. She launched the clinic in 2000, seven years after
opening one in Tel Aviv – which she also visits when the couple is in
Israel. She will don a white coat and personally treat patients.

She couples treatment with research through Rockefeller University,
where she worked in the late 1980s and is a board member. Her mentor
there was Mary Jane Kreek, who developed methadone as a treatment for
heroin addiction.

“From the beginning, the clinic was doing treatment and research,”
Adelson told JTA in a 2016 interview at her Las Vegas clinic. “I can add
more to the knowledge of addiction and we can save lives.”

Adelson’s research has explored whether there is a genetic component
to addiction, not just to drugs but to behavior, like gambling and the inter-
net.
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Defense Forces gala at The Beverly Hilton
Hotel in Beverly Hills, Calif., Nov. 6, 2014. 

Feature story



She liked Ted Cruz.
By all accounts, the Adelsons are close part-

ners in both philanthropy and politics. (They
married in 1991 following her divorce from fel-
low physician Ariel Ochshorn.)

However, the couple had a friendly and some-
times public disagreement over which of the
more establishment Republican presidential can-
didates they preferred in the 2016 campaign.
Sheldon Adelson was leaning toward Sen.
Marco Rubio of Florida, while Miriam Adelson
preferred Sen. Ted Cruz of Texas. Before they
settled on Trump, however, Miriam appeared to
be winning the argument – they maxed out in
individual donations to Cruz’s campaign.

The Adelsons didn’t quite crown Trump the
nominee – Trump, in fact, clashed with Sheldon
Adelson for a period. But Sheldon Adelson con-
solidated Trump’s front-runner status with a
May 2016 appeal to his fellow Jewish
Republicans to back the presumptive nominee
and make it easier for Trump to defeat Hillary
Clinton, the Democratic presidential nominee.

She modeled a Las Vegas Jewish school on
her Israeli high school.

In describing the Adelson Educational
Campus, a Jewish day school in Las Vegas,
Adelson explains how her education at the
famed Hebrew Reali School in Haifa helped
shape its educational vision.

There are no morning prayers on the campus,
just as there are no prayers in Israel’s secular
school system.

“We don’t force the kids to pray, we don’t
force them to wear a yarmulke,” she said.
Instead, the students sing “Hatikvah,” Israel’s
national anthem. “Be proud of what we are” was
her philosophy in the school, she told JTA.

In the upper classes, students are expected to
have a major, just as Adelson majored in biology
when she was a student at Reali decades ago.

She also insists on mandatory drug tests for
everyone – students and staff.

“I don’t want a situation where one of the peo-
ple on our campus is selling drugs,” Adelson told
JTA. “I wanted to show the kids we are all being
tested in order to find one or two that would
never come forward in the early stage. We want
to find them, to help them. It’s like a cancer,
addiction. It’s much easier to treat it in earlier
stages.”

She wants American Jews to be more like
Israelis.

Injecting Israeli Jewish sensibilities into the
American Jewish body politic is what drives a

lot of what the Adelsons fund, including
Birthright, the Las Vegas school and the Israeli
American Council.

Much media coverage of the IAC focuses on
how Sheldon Adelson wants it to supplement –
perhaps even replace – the American Israel
Public Affairs Committee as the preeminent pro-
Israel voice in the United States. Sheldon
Adelson’s politics tack well to the right of
AIPAC’s, and so do those of the IAC.

But attend an IAC conference, and the biggest
takeaway one gets is that its agenda is over-
whelmingly about making Israelis feel more at
home in an American Jewish community that
does not always share Israeli sensibilities.
Israelis prefer to coalesce around food and cul-
ture, American Jews around the synagogue.

Those “how do we integrate?” side sessions
bear Miriam Adelson’s imprint, and she often
engages in them, in Hebrew and in English.

Adelson told JTA that American Jews could
learn a lot from Israelis, especially in how to be
pro-Israel.

“The Israeli Americans can help Israel,” she
said. “The Jews, as we know from all the histo-
ry, have many enemies, suffering a lot of hatred,
sometimes within our own people. I think the
Israeli Americans, the majority of them, love
Israel, respect their homeland, many of them
served in the Israeli army. Altogether if we are
united we can be a major force to help Israel.”

She loves scouting.
Adelson, a member of the Tzofim, the Israeli

scouting organization in her youth, is on the
board of its American branch and has dedicated
resources to expanding its reach not just to the
children of Israeli
Americans, but to
American Jewish kids.

“If you talk about
the Israeli community,
you should talk about
the Israeli scouts,” she
told JTA. “This is real-
ly causing attachment
between the Israelis”
in America and those
in Israel.
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Can Jerusalem be turned into a high-tech hub?
By ANDREW TOBIN

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Jerusalem is a city of endless titles and designa-
tions: City of Gold. Zion. The Holy Sanctuary. City of Peace.

It’s rarely thought of as a high-tech hub, and that’s not just because of the
ancient buildings. Well over half of Jerusalem’s residents are Arab or hare-
di Orthodox, two of Israel’s least tech-immersed populations.

But high-tech’s growing foothold here is changing things. Last year, a
Jerusalem company, Mobileye, became Israel’s biggest high-tech success
story when it was sold to Intel for $15.3 billion.

And in the past few years, local entrepreneurs have brought internation-
al attention to Jerusalem. In 2017, Startup Genome, an organization that
ranks tech hubs, included Jerusalem for the first time in its influential
Global Startup Ecosystem Report, describing the city as “a rising star on
the global startup scene.”

In 2015 MassChallenge, a leading international, nonprofit startup accel-
erator, opened the newest of its seven worldwide locations in Jerusalem.

WeWork, the co-working office space behemoth
started by kibbutz-born Adam Newman, opened
its first Jerusalem building earlier this year to
service the city’s growing tech entrepreneurial
class.

A long-awaited high-speed train promises to
further integrate Jerusalem’s high-tech scene
with that of the bustling tech metropolis of Tel
Aviv, where roughly half of Israel’s startups and
most of its venture capital reside.

The changes are heartening to those who
believe that Jerusalem’s diversity of populations
is an opportunity to build a dynamic high-tech
culture – and maybe even a shared Israeli future.

“Diversity enlarges the talent pool, and it
enlarges diversity of thought,” said Gabi Hayon,
the executive vice president of research and
development at Mobileye, the automotive vision
company whose technology is in use in standard
and self-driving vehicles. “I know different
ways of thinking are going to be essential for us
to cope with the huge challenges ahead.”

The growth of a local tech scene is a potential
godsend. Jerusalem long has been in desperate

need of an economic
turnaround. The city,
Israel’s largest, is
sinking deeper into
poverty even as the
country generally
thrives.

It is by far Israel’s
poorest city. Forty-six
percent of
Jerusalemites live
below the poverty
line, including 58 per-
cent of children,
according to the
Jerusalem Institute for
Policy Studies. By
comparison, Israel’s
second-poorest city,
Ashdod, has a poverty
rate of 18 percent,
according to the
Central Bureau of
Statistics.

Poverty is most
widespread among

Jerusalem’s
Arab and
haredi popu-
lations, which
respectively
account for
38 percent
and 21 per-
cent of its
n e a r l y
900,000 resi-
dents, accord-
ing to the
J e r u s a l e m

Institute. Three-quarters of Arabs, most of whom live as non-citizens in
eastern Jerusalem, are impoverished, along with about half of haredim.

Tech is a rare bright spot in the city’s economy. Aside from Mobileye,
other recent Jerusalem success stories include Lightricks, a wildly popular
maker of photo and video apps that has attracted some $10 million in ven-
ture capital funding; Hometalk, the biggest online platform for home and
garden DIY; and Orcam Technologies, a $1 billion company started by
Mobileye’s founders that makes devices to assist the visually impaired.

Jerusalem is now home to some 470 active technology companies and 23
venture capital firms, according to the Start-Up Nation Finder, a public
database of Israel’s technology ecosystem. In 2012, the city had just 200
companies and seven investors, according to Start-Up Nation Central, the
nonprofit promoter of Israeli high-tech that runs the database.

Continued growth is expected: The Jerusalem Development Authority
predicts that Jerusalem will add 5,000 high-tech jobs by 2025.

Meanwhile, Jerusalem’s institutes of higher education are trying to lay
the groundwork for the next generation of innovation.

In early November, The Hebrew University of Jerusalem, the Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design and the Azrieli College of Engineering were
jointly awarded a $5.4 million grant from Israel’s Council of Higher
Education to establish an entrepreneurship and innovation center. The pro-
ject will triple the size of Hebrew University’s current high-tech campus at
Givat Ram, in central Jerusalem, and greatly expand programming there.

The Hebrew University’s technology transfer company, Yissum, is also
seeking closer collaboration between academia and industry, including
allowing companies to issue funded challenges to researchers.

Bezalel, Israel’s century-old national school of art, is building its own
new campus in downtown Jerusalem. Slated for completion in 2022, it will
feature labs for virtual reality and other high-tech fields.

Bezalel President Adi Stern touts the move as part of a broader effort by
the august institution to “leave the ivory tower” and connect students to the
city and its high-tech scene.

“Jerusalem is a tough city. It’s a complex city,” Stern said. “But from my
perspective, and I think from the general perspective of an art school, it is
the place to be. We sort of like conflict.

The Jerusalem municipality has made its own commitment to high-tech.
Mayor Nir Barkat, who once earned millions in the industry and is now
moving from municipal to national politics, in 2015 rolled out “Jerusalem
2020,” a high-tech-heavy strategic plan for the city that included the rec-
ommendation to build the entrepreneurship and innovation center.

“The city was pretty quick to identify that something was happening
here,” said Oded Barel-Sabag, the executive director of Jnext, a joint pro-
ject of the municipality and the national government to develop
Jerusalem’s high-tech industry. “They shifted from mostly handing out
grants and tax breaks to supporting more holistic grassroots efforts to cre-
ate a high-tech community in the city.”

With its five-year budget last year boosted to $100 million from $20 mil-
lion, Jnext has promoted and funded projects like Alynnovation, a hub for
developing children’s rehabilitation technologies and the AYLN
Woldenberb Family Hospital, and QueenB, a coding mentorship program
for middle-school girls.

The city and state have particularly sought to capitalize on the world-
class biomedical research being done at The Hebrew University and the
affiliated Hadassah Medical Center. At BioHouse, a new co-working space
for biomed startups launched in June, entrepreneurs have access to
Hadassah hospital’s knowledge and facilities. They can also appeal for sup-
port to BioJerusalem, a Jerusalem Development Authority initiative to pro-
mote biomedical economic development.

Ultimately, the key to Jerusalem’s success may lie in its biggest chal-
lenge: whether Arabs and haredim, who together comprise only about 2
percent of Israel’s high-tech employees, according to Start-Up Nation
Central, can be integrated into the high-tech workforce.

It’s a challenge not only for Jerusalem but for the country as a whole,
where haredim and Arabs are the two fastest-growing demographic sectors
and where the high-tech workforce is short an estimated 15,000 high-
skilled workers.

“Israel doesn’t have a choice but to integrate women, haredim and Arabs
into the core of the high-tech industry,” Start-Up Nation Central CEO
Eugene Kandel said in October, echoing warnings by the Israeli govern-
ment and others. “Integration into tech will address their social mobility
and it will provide the industry with a large pool of talent it needs so much
to grow.”

(This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership with Start-
Up Nation Central, an Israel-based nonprofit that provides a gateway to
the Israeli innovation ecosystem and strengthens Israel’s tech economy by
convening government, industry, academia and NGOs to help shape poli-
cies that support Israel as a thriving innovation nation. This article was
produced by JTA’s native content team.)
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Israelis are blunt and rude. You got a problem with that?
By SAM SOKOL

JERUSALEM (JTA) – A couple of months
ago I was waiting to use an ATM near my house,
flicking through Twitter as the line inched its
way forward. Finally, after about 10 minutes and
several tweets, I reached the machine and was
getting ready to insert my card when an Israeli
man ran over from the corner, some 15 yards
away, and tried to cut in front of me.

“What are you doing?” I demanded.
“It’s my turn,” he replied in a tone that seemed

to be both condescending and shocked by my
apparent impertinence.

When I pointed out that he had not been on
line, but had been hanging out and chatting with
his friends, he grew heated, insisting that he had
stopped by before I arrived and told the person in
front of me that he was claiming a spot.

At no point had he actually bothered to stand in
the line himself. That is, if you could call it a
line. It was more of a clot, actually. Those pre-
sent mostly gathered higgledy-piggledy, repeat-
edly asking each other who was ahead of whom.
In Israel, the concept of an orderly queue, so
unremarkable to immigrants from Europe and
North America, can still seem to be an entirely
foreign idea.

This tendency to engage in behavior that
would be considered rude elsewhere extends to
other aspects of Israeli life. It is not unheard of to
be boarding a bus and watch ticketed passengers
duck under the arms of a rider who had the
temerity to slow them down by paying the driver
in cash. Or to be approached by random
strangers who begin asking why you immigrat-
ed, how many children you have and how much
you earn.

On Israeli roads, a turn signal is not a sign of
intent but of weakness.

The Israelis’ reputation as a rude, abrasive or
merely boundary-less people has made its way
around the world – surviving even its new incar-
nation as “start-up nation.” Famously, in 2015,
the tech firm Intel presented its employees with
a guide to working with Israelis that warned
them to “expect to be cut off regularly” and that
“visitors are often taken back by the tone or
loudness of the discussion.”

Many English-speaking immigrants to Israel –
or Anglos, as they are known locally – have long
complained about the stark differences in cultur-
al norms and expectations that complicate rela-
tions between the two groups.

“Israelis are notoriously late; super casual in
dress code and speaking,” said Daniel Rosenthal,
an immigrant from Tampa, Florida. “They tend
to be too personal in their opening remarks, shar-
ing things like how many kids they have.”

Dave Levy, another immigrant, said that “argu-
ments can easily get loud and verbally violent,
yet never physically violent. There is very much
a culture of arguing.”

There is no personal space, complains Melissa
Amar, originally from Schwenksville,
Pennsylvania.

“In America, when having a conversation
you’re not right on top of the other person,” she
said. “Here I find myself stepping back when

talking to people.”
Others, however, said this directness and sense

of familiarity also has its upsides.
Ilana Gamliel, originally from Long Island,

said that here, “people are much more helpful
and strangers will happily hold my baby.” Leah
Rachelle Berman notices “how easy it is to strike
up a conversation with a native Israeli.”

“I like that they are direct, not hesitating or
beating around the bush – no false airs,” she
said.

What Israelis call directness and many out-
siders consider rude is likely caused by a variety
of factors, including the country’s small size, a
socialist past that emphasized a radical egalitari-
anism, a sense of kinship (or perhaps entitle-
ment) among Jews arriving from all over the
world and the hard-charging ethos inculcated by
Israel’s military culture in the wake of decades
of war. (In the army, it is common to call officers
by their first names once basic training is over.)

Israelis often do not even realize they are per-
ceived as rude by foreigners, said Reuven Ben-
Shalom, a former Israeli Air Force officer
who runs Cross-Cultural Strategies Ltd., a
consulting firm that teaches foreigners how
to deal with the culture here.

“Most times Americans see Israelis as pry-
ing” in a way that in the U.S. “can destroy
relationships. But it’s just Israelis being their
typical selves,” he told JTA. “It’s just classic
cultural differences – different countries
develop different cultures.

“Israel is like an island in the Middle East.
We can feel very Americanized, but we have
developed here a
unique culture of our
own. Once a culture
takes off after several
decades, you find that
there are behaviors
that would seem com-
pletely strange” to
outsiders.

Shalom’s company
website warns that
Israelis are “straight-
forward and blunt,
tend to talk instead of
listen, teach instead of
learn, and preach
instead of recommend
and contribute.”

“We are all in this
aggressive attack
mode,” he said.
“People say things
and we go on the
defense. There is a
theory that because of
life in the Middle
East, our very nature
is always fighting for
existence and holding
a sword in one hand,
and that finds its way
into all avenues of our
lives.”

Part of the issue may be that Israel is a hastily
mixed polyglot culture with Jewish immigrants
from Europe, the Americas, North Africa, Arab
lands, Ethiopia, India and the former Soviet
Union. Each group holds to its own expectations
and standards, said Tami Lancut Leibovitz, a
local etiquette instructor.

“People here are under stress 24 hours a day –
this is the first thing. The feeling is that Israelis
are rude not because they are bad or want to do
it on purpose, but we in Israel we don’t know
what manners and etiquette are,” she told JTA,
adding that there is a definite lack of education
in this field in the school system. Training, she
says, starts early and there is not enough of it.

Contrary to popular belief, Leibovitz said, the
way that Israelis behave actually bothers many
of them.

“No one can feel good when someone comes
into his private space,” she said. “We are human
beings. We can’t stand it, but many don’t know
how to put a finger [on the problem] and say
what it is.”
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Deborah Lipstadt wrote a book on anti-Semitism. Then Pittsburgh happened.
By BEN SALES

NEW YORK (JTA) – The
advance copies of Deborah
Lipstadt’s new book, “Antisemitism
Here and Now,” display a cover
photo of a white supremacist carry-
ing a tiki torch.

But that iconic image of the
August 2017 white power rally in
Charlottesville, Virginia, could now
be replaced by another one: Police
tape cordoning off the Tree of Life
Congregation in Pittsburgh. Or per-
haps the row of cut-out stars dis-
playing the names of that mas-
sacre’s 11 victims.

“Antisemitism,” written earlier
this year and due out in February,
offers a concise and comprehensive
overview of the various forms of
Jew-hatred that have reappeared or
intensified during the past few
years. And before Pittsburgh, there
already was plenty to write about: anti-Semitic attacks in Europe; the “alt-
right” in the U.S.; the persistence of Holocaust revisionism and denial;
whether and when criticism of Israel qualifies as anti-Semitic; and of
course Charlottesville.

Then the shooting happened. For Lipstadt, the renowned Holocaust his-
torian and Emory University professor, the tragedy in Pittsburgh was both
a surprise and a reaffirmation of her warnings.

Lipstadt, 71, spoke with JTA  about what the Pittsburgh shooting means
for American Jews and how Jews should fight anti-Semitism. The inter-
view has been edited for length and clarity.

JTA: What are your thoughts about the book following Pittsburgh?
Lipstadt: I wasn’t surprised by Pittsburgh, but I was shocked. I wasn’t

surprised because I kept saying something’s going to happen in our coun-
try, and had been happening.

It would be easy to say everything changes after Pittsburgh, and I do
think everything changed for Jews, for synagogues. Any synagogue board
that since the shooting hasn’t met to discuss security operations is crazy.
That’s the new normal.

We had one incident, a horrible incident – it doesn’t characterize our
whole country – but it is disturbing. I tell the story, the one I end the book
with, of walking into shul with a little friend who’s now 6 1/2, and her
mother said, “Say thank you to the police officer for keeping us safe.”

She’s going to figure it out soon enough. She’ll look across the street at
the church dead opposite our shul and there are no police officers there.

How do you recognize a shul
now if you don’t know exactly
what the number is or what the
cross street is? Look for the
police officers. Kids recognize
that.

There will be kids who say
what do I want to go to Hillel
for? There will be parents who
will say, you know what? Why
should I take my kid to a place
where there’s danger?

In your book, you focus
largely on people who enable or
minimize anti-Semitism, as
opposed to hardcore anti-
Semites themselves. Why is

that?
It’s “farfaln” [Yiddish, roughly, for “a lost cause”] to try to change those

people. I could write about David Duke from here until the cows come. I’m
not going to change David Duke’s mind. We all know David Duke is a
lowlife of the first order, but it’s the people who might be influenced by
David Duke who I want to reach.

Farrakhan, he’s a disgusting excuse for a human being. But it’s the peo-
ple around him, Linda Sarsour, [Women’s March co-chair] Tamika
Mallory, who have the voice of the press, who are listened to. They’re
enablers. The enablers are much more dangerous to me than the people we
recognize.

On some level, it’s the non-Hitlerian kind of anti-Semite, the one who
doesn’t quite present as an anti-Semite, who’s much more dangerous
because that’s the person who’s going to have access to the public.

How do you view Linda Sarsour’s activism and fundraising on behalf
of Jewish causes, and her collaborations with progressive Jewish
groups?

There are lots of people who proclaim they’re against anti-Semitism –
“Pittsburgh? Terrible!” Linda Sarsour, you know. At the same time, on the
other side of her mouth, she’s talking about don’t humanize Israel and
when you wear a Jewish star it makes me feel unsafe. She’s talking out of
two sides of her mouth.

I don’t trust people like that. One of the reasons I’m particularly not trust-
ing of someone like that is that there are so many Jews on the left who
come so cheap. They wrote me, “Look, Linda Sarsour criticized Pittsburgh,
look, she’s helped to rebuild a cemetery,” etc. Give me a break. Anyone
who’s not going to criticize what happened in Pittsburgh ... someone gets
credit? OK, so she’s raising money to help rebuild a cemetery, that’s very
nice. But at the same time she’s making awful statements about Jews. Not
just about Zionists but about Jews.

Farrakhan, he called Jews termites, and Linda Sarsour and Tamika
Mallory and leaders of the Women’s March are embracing him and prais-
ing him. He called us termites. How much more do you need?

On the right, is a person with 50 Twitter followers who sends a meme
something we really need to be concerned about?

If it were one person with 50 followers I’d say let’s get a life. But it’s
not one person with 50 followers. It’s 500 people with 50 followers and
one of them with a thousand and another, like a Richard Spencer, who fig-
ures out how to take those 50 and 50 and 50 and turn them into something
more acceptable and more mainstream.

It’s a ripple effect. The internet can be a weapon or it can be a great tool
for connecting people. Given that we now have the internet, given that
these right-wingers have learned how to use it, they have a tool they did-
n’t have before.

The thing that really galvanized it was, of course, having a president
who – I don’t know if Donald Trump is an anti-Semite, I doubt that he’s
an anti-Semite. But that’s the wrong question to ask. The question to ask
is, does he enable anti-Semites?

[Lipstadt then refers to anti-Semitic abuse from Trump supporters
directed toward reporter Julia Ioffe, who wrote a critical profile of
Melania Trump in 2016.]

That would have been the moment for him to look straight into the cam-
era and say, “Listen, this is not how I want to win the presidency. This is
not what America is about.” Instead he said “I have no message for them.”
[Trump told CNN, “I don’t have a message

36 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 28, 2018

Interview

DEBORAH LIPSTADT

Continued on next page.



Wednesday, November 28, 2018, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   37

Interview
for the fans.”]

You have a president who glorifies
violence. You have this violence, this glorification of violence. You put it
together with white nationalism, white supremacy. At the heart of that
white nationalism is a deep-seated anti-Semitism.

You criticize activists who lead the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions
movement, or BDS, against Israel. But could you explain why you also
have harsh words for Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu, who they
oppose?

Bibi has done a number of things. First of all, his welcoming and embrace
of [Hungarian prime minister] Viktor Orban, who has been pushing this
Soros imagery [billboards criticizing the liberal Jewish philanthropist
George Soros] and cracking down on the Jewish community of Budapest
in a horrible, horrible way.

No. 2, what happened with the critics of BDS and that policy of keeping
them out [of Israel]? Not only is it antithetical to Israel being a democracy,
but it steals us of our best argument against BDS. BDS says “shut down the
conversation, don’t bring anybody who might disagree with you,” and we
say “no, open up the conversation.”

Most of all, the Polish law [criminalizing blaming Poles for collaborating
with the Holocaust]. When the Polish law came out, Israel was appalled
and was absolutely critical of Poland for this law. But then they announced
with great fanfare, with Bibi at the table, we’ve worked things out with
Poland, and Poland is changing the law so that it’s not as offensive.

What they had done is essentially changed the punishment from criminal
to civil, but at the same time taken away protections for professors and
artists.

This bending to Poland on this law was realpolitik. Bibi did it because he
wants Orban in Hungary and whoever’s leading the Polish government at
the moment, and Austria, to be his friends. Now you can say that’s realpoli-
tik, but don’t do that and then claim Israel is the primary spokesperson and
the address for fighting world anti-Semitism when you have coddled an
anti-Semite like Orban, when you have made room for a soft-core
Holocaust denial law like the Polish law. When you’re talking about anti-
Semitism, there’s a red line.

You criticize people on both left and right, anti-Israel activists and the
Israeli prime minister. Do you feel like you’re fighting a losing battle try-
ing to carve out space in the middle?

I call it as I see it. If I thought it was a losing battle I probably wouldn’t
do it.

I think there are a lot of Jews who feel like I do. I think there are a lot of
Jews who will read half the book and remember half the book, who will be
appalled when I’m putting down the right and love it when I’m putting
down the left and be appalled when I’m putting down the left and love it
when I’m putting down the [right].

I’m not out to win a popularity contest. I hope I’m not a voice crying out
into the dark. I didn’t write the book to convince people who already know
what they think. If the book makes people a little bit uncomfortable, and
makes them reassess where they are and what they’re doing and where they
see things, that’s good, too.

So what should we do to fight anti-Semitism?
I compare anti-Semitism to herpes. For more of the time we’ve had her-

pes, it couldn’t be cured. And if you were suddenly under stress, boom, up
would come a herpes infection. Anti-Semitism is like herpes. When a soci-
ety is under stress, it appears.

I would say the following things: They won’t cure it, but at least it might
help alleviate it.

Don’t see anti-Semitism only on the other side of the political transom
from which you are located. All these Jews on the left who suddenly, when
Trump was running, saw anti-Semitism on the right and began to get all
upset about that. And they weren’t wrong. But they had a patch on.

All those people on the right who are now saying Pittsburgh was a one-
off, but we really should be worried about BDS. Of course we should be
worried about BDS, but if you’re on the right you can have a conversation
with those people. If you’re on the left you can try to have a conversation
with those people.

If you’re only
seeing it on the
opposite side of
the transom,
you’re instrumen-
talizing this for
political purposes.

I call for civil
society. It used to
be we could take
our lead from gov-
ernment and lead-
ership. We can’t.
So it becomes
incumbent on civil
society to take a
role.

A healthy demo-
cratic society can-
not tolerate anti-
Semitism and
racism. If that is
festering in its
midst, it says
something is
unhealthy about
the society. It’s not
just Jews for
whom this is dan-
gerous. This
should terrify you.
Because if this is
happening to Jews,
it may start with
the Jews but it
doesn’t end with
the Jews.
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Jewish schools grapple with a question: How do you turn a kid into a mensch?
By BEN HARRIS

W
hen Rabbi David Jaffe
decided to launch a pro-
gram of character devel-

opment at the pluralist Jewish high
school where he worked as the spir-
itual adviser, he grappled with a
challenge faced not just by teachers
but by Jewish parents.

How do you turn a kid into a
mensch?

In psychological terms, being a
mensch equates to having well-
developed social and emotional
skills, like empathy and self-regu-
lation. In a Jewish context, it’s
about fostering emotional intelli-
gence that can be expressed
through actions that embody
Jewish values, especially as they
relate to how to treat one’s fellow.

So Jaffe encouraged students at
his school, GANN Academy out-
side of Boston, to identify a specif-
ic skill each month and come up
with specific ways to work on it. Someone who spoke up a lot in class, for
example, might practice letting three others speak before them.

Groups of students would meet regularly to discuss the traits they were
working on. Every student had a partner with whom they would check in

regularly about
their progress,
and students were
encouraged to
maintain a journal
of their experi-
ence.

Faculty mem-
bers participated
in the program,
too, to convey the
sense that there
was institutional
integrity behind

the effort.
“The last piece is for students to

see that this isn’t just another thing
that adults are telling them that they
should do,” said Jaffe, GANN’s
former mashgiach ruchani, or spiri-
tual adviser. “They’re seeing adults
doing this also. That does some-
thing to the young person’s mind
and how seriously they take it. That
makes it more real for them.”

A growing number of Jewish day
schools are seeking ways to build
programs and school cultures that
encourage menschlichkeit – the
Yiddish term for exhibiting the
qualities of a mensch, or a decent
person. Using a variety of materi-
als, including off-the-shelf curricu-
la, the effort draws not only from
Jewish ethical sources but from
contemporary psychology.

That includes social-emotional
learning, a 20-year-old field that

deals with the development of basic emotional skills that individuals need
to get along in life, said Maurice Elias, who teaches psychology and Jewish
studies at Rutgers University and is considered one of the leading
researchers in the field.

“Those skills include things like the ability to recognize feelings in your-
self and in other people, the ability to regulate your emotions and your
actions, having empathy, being able to be an ethical problem solver and
decision maker, and being able to know how to relate to others in groups,”
Elias said.

“When we say somebody is a mensch, it is a shorthand term for saying
that this is somebody that has these social and emotional skills. You can
almost think of a mensch as like a social genius. A mensch is a person who
has such empathy and understanding of other people that they will help you
without you even asking for it.”

Social geniuses aren’t necessarily born, according to Elias, but can be
made through the acquisition of a specific set of teachable skills.

At the Hebrew Academy in Miami Beach, an Orthodox school with near-
ly 500 students from early childhood through 12th grade, two school psy-

chologists make regu-
lar visits to class-
rooms to teach about
positive character
traits like gratitude,
self-control and hon-
esty. The school uses
commercial programs
like Cloud 9, a char-
acter development
curriculum, while also
seeking to refract
those lessons through
a Jewish lens.
Sessions about kind-
ness and gratitude will
refer to those traits by
their Hebrew names
and include the study
of relevant Jewish
sources and texts.

“With character
education in general,
the biggest indicator
of success is model-
ing,” said Reena
Rabovsky, the ele-
mentary school psy-
chologist at the
Hebrew Academy.
“Educators showing
how to be a mensch.
That’s really the most
powerful way.”

Education

The Hebrew Academy in Miami Beach uses a character development
curriculum and has school psychologists make regular visits to class-
rooms to teach about positive character traits like gratitude, self-con-
trol and honesty. (Hebrew Academy)

Continued on next
page.
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To be fair, the
Simkin Centre
has not asked the
J e w i s h

Federation for any sort of financial assistance to
help remediate the cost of maintaining a kosher
facility. Perhaps that is something that ought to
be considered, but I will leave that to the board
of the Simkin Centre to decide whether that is an
avenue worth pursuing.

In the meantime though, I have told Elaine
Goldstine, CEO of the Jewish Federation, that
rather than making as large a contribution to the
Combined Jewish Appeal as I have in past years,
I will be making specific contributions to certain

beneficiary agencies of
the Jewish Federation
which I think are
deserving of more
financial assistance
than they are receiving
from the Allocations
Committee of the
Federation.

I have written previ-
ously that the
Allocations Committee
tends to look at alloca-
tions given in previous
years and simply
adjusts them to a very
small degree when
deciding how to allo-
cate funds each year.
There needs to be a
wholesale rethinking
of the process. Certain
agencies are deserving
of far more in the way
of allocations as they

are the ones that are truly essential to preserving
Jewish identity – if one can be said to exist in
this city. The two sleep-over camps, Massad and
BB, along with the Rady JCC, come to mind
immediately – as those organizations are the
ones that are attracting the newcomers to this
community. Other agencies, such as Jewish
Child and Family Service and the Gwen Secter
Centre, are also serving marginalized members
of our community.

But, there is one organization that is extreme-
ly well funded – not just by the Jewish
Federation, but by other sources as well, espe-
cially the Jewish Foundation, and that is Gray
Academy. I have written before about how top
heavy that school is with administrators at the
same time that its enrolment has been continual-
ly declining. 

As a matter of fact Gray Academy now refus-
es to give us information directly about its enrol-
ment.  We were told to look at their Facebook
page for information. And, when I asked for spe-
cific information about enrolment in the junior
kindergarten and kindergarten, my request was
simply refused. (I assume they’re unhappy with
the coverage they’ve been receiving in this paper
and have decided not to comply with requests
for information.)

So – the question I will continue to ask in this
paper is: Is our Jewish Federation going to con-
tinue to rely upon past practices that no longer fit
with our rapidly evolving community when it
comes to deciding priorities or is it going to try
and take a fresh approach? To be honest, I don’t
expect much to change at the Federation -unless
some key givers were to use their influence to
try to reorder the Federation’s priorities. There is
no indication that is likely to happen, but I won-
der what would happen if the parent of a key
giver were in the Simkin Centre?

At the
Solomon Schechter School of Manhattan, edu-
cators are teaching menschlichkeit through a
program called Second Step, which teaches stu-
dents how to manage difficult emotions like
anger or impatience though a set of lesson plans,
videos and role-playing exercises. Some
Schechter teachers also have been trained in
another social-emotional approach known as
Responsive Classroom, which offers workshops
on creating a school environment that is warm
and welcoming.

Benjamin Mann, Schechter’s head of school,
calls menschlichkeit “one of the pillars of our
school,” but cautions that discrete curricular ele-
ments are only a piece of the puzzle.

“I think the thing that makes the difference is
the daily interactions,” Mann said. “In every-
thing that we say and do, we set a moral tone to
our school life.”

That approach comports with the findings of
researchers who stress that skills development
alone isn’t enough. The effort to promote decent
and ethical behavior has to infuse every part of
school life.

“There is an increasing appreciation that the
conversation around promoting menschlichkeit
has to intersect with bigger questions about how
education takes place in the school, how the
school defines its values, how its personnel
relate to one another,” said Jeffrey Kress, a psy-
chologist and Bernard Heller Professor of
Jewish Education at the Jewish Theological
Seminary.

“When I was first in the field, there was a more
simplistic approach – all you need is a good cur-
riculum or list of values,” Kress said. “That’s
part of the picture, but it’s ultimately not suffi-
cient. My sense is schools are moving toward an
understanding of the need for a multicomponent
approach to promoting menschlichkeit.”

A 2014 study Kress conducted of GANN’s
program found that it had been successful in this

regard by combining text study with specific
practices, journaling and group support. Kress
also found that the program terminology – based
on the teachings of the 19th-century Musar
movement, which stressed the development of
various virtues (middot, in Hebrew) as the key to
a meaningful and ethical life – was employed
broadly across the school, in classrooms, student
interactions, assemblies, and even in faculty
assessments and professional development.

But measuring the success of such programs
where it ultimately matters – in affecting behav-
ior – isn’t always straightforward. The Kress
study found broad satisfaction among program
participants, but didn’t seek to objectively assess
whether student behavior had actually improved.
Elias has co-authored a book about integrating
social and emotional development into school
report cards, “The Other Side of the Report
Card: Assessing Students’ Social, Emotional,
and Character Development.”

Many educators say the effort to teach men-
schlichkeit is working, even if its success is hard
to measure quantifiably.

At Schechter, Mann says he can see the effects
when he attends student exhibitions and views
how presenters are given feedback and construc-
tive questions by their peers.

“I feel it’s a great moment when I go to those
student exhibitions and I hear students asking
those questions in such successful ways,” Mann
said. “I feel very successful in our efforts to cre-
ate a culture of menschlichkeit in the school
because I can see the students integrating those
ideals into their behavior.”

(This article was sponsored by and produced
in partnership with the Avi Chai Foundation,
which is committed to the perpetuation of the
Jewish people, Judaism and the centrality of the
State of Israel to the Jewish people. In North
America, the foundation works to advance the
Jewish day school and overnight summer camp
fields. This article was produced by JTA’s native
content team.)
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A Jewish lawyer is Steve Bannon’s main ally in uniting Europe’s right
By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ

BRUSSELS (JTA) – Europe has pro-
Trump populists far more powerful and
better known than Mischael Modrikamen,
the leader of Belgium’s small People’s
Party.

There is Marine Le Pen of France’s
National Front, who clinched more than a
third of the votes – about 10 million of
them – in the 2017 presidential elections
with her nationalist and anti-Islam plat-
form.

Or Mateo Salvini of Italy’s Northern
League and Heinz-Christian Strache of
Austria’s Freedom Party, who occupy top
positions in their countries’ governments.

Steve Bannon has met most of them.
But the former White House chief strate-
gist didn’t partner up with any of them
when he set out to unite the continent’s
fractious hard right under the auspices of
a single club that he calls “The
Movement.”

Instead Bannon,
whom many believe
played a critical role in
getting Donald Trump
elected as president and
who is bringing the
funding for the new
movement, chose
Modrikamen as his
main man in Europe.
He’s a Jewish lawyer
whose party has one
seat in parliament and
who has been at the
forefront of the fight
against the kingdom’s
anti-Semitism problem.

In Belgium, the new
partnership has pro-
voked anger from the
far right, which resents
the criticism by
Modrikamen, and the
left, which has accused
Modrikamen of betray-
ing the fight against
racism.

But for many, the
main response is puz-
zlement over Bannon’s
choice of a relatively
minor player on the
nationalist scene to
serve as The
Movement’s executive
director when he clearly
possesses the heft to
bring in bigger names.

“It’s not an obvious
choice and, frankly, I
don’t have an explana-
tion for it,” said Nicolas
Zomersztajn, editor in
chief of the left-leaning
Jewish Belgian Regards
magazine.

Modrikamen said it
came down to “an
instant click” when the
two men met earlier this
year. Bannon has not
replied to JTA’s ques-
tions on the partnership.

Whatever the reason
for Bannon’s choice,
the fact that
Modrikamen, 52, is
Jewish and has led the
charge against anti-

Semitism in his country can’t be bad for
the movement he heads – his members are
regularly accused of xenophobia, racism
and anti-Semitism. 

Modrikamen’s Jewish father, Marcel,
was in the resistance when the Gestapo
arrested him at the age of 16 in occupied
Belgium. Shortly before his arrest, Marcel
Modrikamen was able to warn two Jewish
women whom he hid at a safe house to
flee.

But it was his Christian mother,
Raymonde Legroux, who “brought us, my
father and I, closer to Judaism,” her son
said. A “philo-Semite,” as he describes
her, his mother studied Hebrew and insist-
ed they go to synagogue. It is thanks to
her, Mischael Modrikamen said, that he
served in the 1990s as the president of the
Liberal Synagogue of Brussels.

Modrikamen’s wife, Yasmine, convert-
ed to Judaism, and they have raised their

three children Jewishly. One of them speaks fluent Hebrew after living in
Israel for a while.

Compared to Bannon, who often stops interviews to accuse critical jour-
nalists of being “fake news,” Modrikamen has a refined mannerism that is
arguably better suited to the European style. But they share the conviction
that Europe, as Bannon said in a television interview in Hungary in May,
Europe is a “hotbed” and battleground “for this populist, nationalist move-
ment and I’m learning every day.” The Movement calls for tight borders,
limited immigration and economic self-interest.

The two men share a disdain for what Modrikamen calls censorship and
media manipulation (Modrikamen has sued the RTBF public broadcaster in
Belgium for refusing to interview him). And he has made statements
against Muslim immigrants that his critics have called racist and apocalyp-
tic warnings about “civil war” reminiscent of Bannon’s bleak worldview.
Bannon often uses what his critics term apocalyptic language, describing
social tensions as the stuff of a civil war that can be resolved only when
taken to a “climax.”

With 40 million unemployed in Europe and “empty national coffers,”
Modrikamen said in a 2016 film, “newcomers are predominantly young,
uneducated, unqualified men – mostly Muslims, with different, archaic val-
ues that we can’t change. Our wives, our daughters, our mothers were
chased like prey by the hordes of primitives in Cologne, and that is only the
beginning,” he said, referencing large-scale sexual harassment and assault
by North African men that took place in the German city on New Year’s
Eve 2015.

Modrikamen rejects allegations made in the Belgian media that with this
video, he took his Popular Party from centrist to far right. But he conced-
ed that his political positions have “hardened” in recent years.

“Having to go to synagogue under armed guard, the horrific terrorist
attacks of 2014 at the Jewish Museum of Belgium, the 2016 jihadist bomb-
ings of Brussels, it played a role,” he said.

A corporate lawyer, Modrikamen does more than pray with Belgian Jews
– he fights for them in court.

In 2013, for example, he represented pro bono a gay Jewish woman
whose neighbors allegedly threatened that they would “finish what Hitler
started” after she installed a mezuzah on the doorframe of her Antwerp-
area home.

These pursuits have left Modrikamen deeply suspicious of radical Islam,
with its inherent anti-Semitism, and of large parts of the European hard
right, he said.

In his own country, the leading far-right party, the Flemish Interest, “are
not people I’m particularly keen on having contact with because of their
history,” he said. Nazi collaborators supported the movements that eventu-
ally evolved into the party of today.

The Flemish Interest is not the only Belgian party with collaborators
among its supporters, he said, but “there has been a stream of incidents
with this party concerning Nazi symbols and anti-Semitic speech.”

In 2014, he said about his party in an interview for Le Soir: “We condemn
the far right, we condemn racism. We are part of the democratic camp.” In
2010, the French edition of the news site Slate called Modrikamen
“Belgium’s Sarkozy.”

But now these positions may have come back to haunt Modrikamen, pos-
sibly compromising his ability to unite the right with Bannon in The
Movement.

Operating out of Modrikamen’s estate, The Movement is not a political
bloc, he said.

“It’s a club meant for the exchange of ideas from nationalist, populist
movements across Europe,” Modrikamen said, offering that it’s necessary
because “each national movement is doing its own thing and isn’t that
aware of the bigger picture.”
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Mischael Modrikamen at his home near Brussels holds up
an anti-Semitic caricature favored by anti-Israel circles in
Belgium, Oct. 26, 2018. (Cnaan Liphshiz)

Continued on next page.



Like Socialist platforms that unite
the left, “The Movement would do

well just to get populist leaders in the same room to talk strategy. That
would be an achievement in its own right,” Modrikamen said.

The Movement is planning an international summit next year, he said.
Support for Israel is currently in the statutes of The Movement.

Modrikamen’s centrist credentials have already cost The Movement two
key potential allies.

Last month, Gerolf Annemans, a European Parliament lawmaker for
Flemish Interest, said his party would not join The Movement because of
Modrikamen, whom Annemans called a “charlatan.”

Marcel de Graaff, the leader of the Dutch Party for Freedom in the
European Parliament, also said his party “distances itself” from The
Movement.

“We welcome Steve Bannon’s support,” he said, “but within The
Movement there are people whom we absolutely do not want to be associ-
ated with.”

Modrikamen has been the subject of several police raids on suspected
corruption, which have not resulted in indictments and he said were politi-
cally motivated. But de Graaff clarified that this wasn’t his problem with
Modrikamen.

“He makes all kinds of political statements that we absolutely do not sup-
port,” he told the NOS broadcaster last month.

Separately, Modrikamen’s Jewishness is being used against him in main-
stream media. In July, the Le Vif weekly published a caricature featuring
Bannon, wearing ragged clothes and surrounded by flies, telling an appre-
hensive Modrikamen in Brussels: “First, we de-kike Europe.”

The caricature is “scandalous,” Modrikamen said, because “it uses anti-
Semitic language.”

Modrikamen dismisses with contempt claims that Bannon’s rhetoric
against “globalists” betrays or emboldens any anti-Semitic agenda, or that
under his leadership, Breitbart News became what the Anti-Defamation
League called “the premier website” of “white nationalists and unabashed
anti-Semites and racists.”

“Bannon has worked with Jews from the very beginning of his
career,” Modrikamen said. He noted that Breitbart News tilted
strongly toward Israel and its right-wing government.

The anti-Semitism allegation against Bannon is “a cheap smear,
just like the one against Donald Trump, the most pro-Israel presi-
dent in U.S. history, who has Jewish grandkids. I have never heard
or smelled anything remotely anti-Semitic from Steve. Do you think
I’d partner with him if I did? Come on,” Modrikamen said, waving
his hand.

Like Bannon, who has said “ethno-nationalists” are not welcome
in The Movement, Modrikamen has to walk a fine line between pro-
moting the idea of strongly individualist nation states and tight bor-
ders on the one hand, and the racism and xenophobia prevalent on
the far right.

“I want to protect The Movement from extremists, from racists. I
want to be its guardian in a sense,” he said. And while Modrikamen
excludes neither Flemish Interest nor the Party for Freedom, “push-
back is not surprising” given his selective approach.

Modrikamen has bitter experience with guarding political bodies
from extremists.

In 2010, he ejected Laurent Louis, at that time the only lawmaker of his
newly founded Popular Party, after he had expressed racist comments.
Louis had “an impeccable record” before joining the ticket, Modrikamen
said. But after his expulsion from the party, Louis became one of Belgium’s
best-known career anti-Semites, a provocateur and a convicted Holocaust
denier.

“When he started to express unacceptable views, we immediately react-
ed by expelling him. And this was at the cost of the public funding for the
party that we totally lost. But we were firm on our principles,”
Modrikamen said.

Joel Rubinfeld, a for-
mer president of the
Belgian Jewish CCOJB
umbrella groups, was
vice president of
Modrikamen’s party
when Louis was accept-
ed and is now the presi-
dent of the Belgian
League Against Anti-
Semitsm.
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Community news
Russian-speaking Winnipeggers band together on Facebook 

to help someone struck with cancer 
By BERNIE BELLAN

I
n a day and age when the notion
of what defines a “community”
is constantly evolving, especial-

ly with the advent of the internet,
from time to time we are contacted
by individuals who have a story to
tell – yet they are not a part of the
Jewish “community”, per se.

Recently we were contacted on
Facebook with an appeal to help
someone by the name of Vadim
Safronov. Vadim, who is 48, is a
part of the very large number of
individuals who have immigrated
to Manitoba in recent years whose
first language is Russian. Although
not Jewish himself, many of
Vadim’s friends on Facebook are
Jewish – who happen to be
Russian-speaking.

Vadim came to Winnipeg in 2013 from Belarus along with his wife
Natalia and son Andrew. (Since then another son, Leonid, was born in
2015.)

Vadim, who had been a carpenter in Belarus, first found work with
BerMax Design Ltd., working for the Berent family (which owns BerMax
Caffé). Later, Vadim was self-employed as a tile installer, and most recent-
ly he was working for a roofing company in the production side of things.

Tragically this past June, however, it was discovered that Vadim had

colon cancer. He has undergone
surgery twice as well as chemother-
apy. Unfortunately, he had no
health benefits from his job with
the roofing company and his
employment insurance benefits,
which paid him 55% of his salary,
will run out in January. At that
point all that he will be eligible to
receive will be a monthly Canada
Pension disability payment of a
maximum of $560. 

Vadim says that his chemothera-
py treatment will continue through
June. As one might expect, Vadim
and his family now have some
major expenses, including pay-
ments on a house and car. While
Natalia does work (at Costco on St.
James) and son Andrew works part

time at a Subway while still attending high school, they cannot possibly
pay all their bills come January.

Recently friends of Vadim undertook a Facebook campaign to help the
Safronov family out. The goal was to raise $10,000 and, as of the time of
writing, almost $9,000 has been raised. But – every little bit helps. Over
117 individuals have donated to Vadim’s campaign, including many mem-
bers of Winnipeg’s Russian-Israeli community. If you would like to help
Vadim out, you can do so by sending an etransfer to
Forsafronov@gmail.com.

The Safronov family in a happier time (l-r): NATALIA, VADIM,
ANDREW (with baby LEONID on Vadim’s lap). 2016 photo

Young Jewish performer Josh Bellan one of stars of 
new Winnipeg Studio Theatre production

By MYRON LOVE

T
hose of us of a certain age may recall the
cult classic “Reefer Madness”. The 1936
film was intended to scare young people

out of trying marijuana – which has also been
known as “grass”, “weed”, “pot” and “reefer”.

Twenty years ago, composer Dan Studney and
lyricist Kevin Murphy adapted the old movie as
a satirical musical which has played throughout
the US. The musical was staged for the first time
in Canada in Toronto in 2006 and played Toronto
a second time in 2011.

On December 6, “Reefer Madness: The
Musical” will be making its Winnipeg debut –
kicking off the Winnipeg Studio Theatre’s 2018-
2019 season with a ten-day run at the Tom
Hendry Warehouse Theatre.

The Winnipeg Studio Theatre online
blurb notes the “this outrageous musical
comedy takes a tongue-in-cheek look at the
hysteria caused when clean-cut kids fall
prey to marijuana, leading them on a hys-
terical downward spiral filled with evil
music, sex and violence”.

“It is certainly a timely production,”
observes Josh Bellan, one of the stars of the
show, referring to the recent legalization of
marijuana in Canada. “The play deals with
a lot of political issues related to control of
people as well as the media.”

Bellan plays Jimmy - one of 16 charac-
ters in the show – whom he describes as an
“innocent guy who has his life turned
around by marijuana”.

For Bellan, a rising musical theatre star
in our Jewish community, this is his second
Winnipeg Studio Theatre production and
first leading role. “I am pretty excited,”
says the 21-year-old son of Murray Bellan

and Robyn Zimberg.
In an earlier interview last spring after another

winning performance at the annual Winnipeg
Music Festival, Bellan noted that he was
inspired to pursue a career in song by musicals
he saw at Rainbow Stage and the Manitoba
Theatre Centre.

The young performer is currently in his gradu-
ating year at the University of Manitoba School
of Music (where he is studying voice). He previ-
ously attended Grant Park High School, which is
well known for its performing arts program.

Over the summer, Bellan appeared in a Fringe
show. “I will probably be auditioning around the
city over the spring and summer - after I gradu-
ate – and see what happens,” he says.

Winnipeg Studio Theatre was founded in 2006
by Brenda Gorlick and Kayla Gordon – who has
served as artistic director. Gordon was previous-
ly the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s artistic director
(1994-2006). WST serves as a training vehicle
for younger Winnipeg adults who are trying to
break into theatre as performers, directors, stage
managers, designers or production staff.

For information about tickets for “Reefer
Madness”, go to
www.winnipegstudiotheatre.com or phone the
MTC box office at 204-956-1340.

JOSH BELLAN
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Signs of Life: 
Confessions of a Recovering Lawyer
(available on Amazon.ca in paperback 
and on the  Kindle at
https://www.amazon.ca/dp/B07765X17L)

“Okay, enough about me; let’s talk about you. What
did you think of Christmas11 Eve Can Kill You?”

That was the question I’d hoped to ask JP&N readers, several years ago,
when I launched this column. That, in fact, was the purpose of the exercise;
to spark some interest in my languishing mystery thriller. 

It didn’t work. The column was a minor hit, the book remained a close-
ly-guarded secret. Enthusiastic fans would collar me in the Rady Centre
locker room to tell me how much they loved my column; but when I men-
tioned my thriller; crickets. 

The sole exception was Dave Chochinov, who not only bought my debut
novel but posted a 5 star review. 

Which did about as much to boost sales as the other 26 (mostly 4 & 5
star) reviews. 

So I threw in the towel. Literally, as well as metaphorically. 
When I resumed this column, a year or so later, there was no ulterior

motive; I was just doing it for the (cough) money.
But you can’t teach an old dog new tricks, so I’m taking another kick at

a different cat. Namely my (3 volume) memoir/diary/journal, Signs of Life.
Perhaps, I tell myself, admirers of my column had no interest in my previ-
ous book because it was fiction. There was no way to judge, from my semi-
perceptive and moderately amusing observations in this prestigious jour-
nal, whether or not I’m capable of fabricating a compelling story. 

Well I didn’t fabricate anything in Signs of Life; it’s the genuine article.
Pure and unadulterated... whatever.

Why, you may be asking yourself, would I want to read the memoirs of a
nobody? The Diary of a Bitchy Adult? 

Good question. Let’s face it, Velvel Marantz is not Izzy Asper. (Or even
Gail). Some people are movers and shakers; others are innocent bystanders.
A select few are observers and recorders. That’s been my lot in life. Even
though I did once try to peddle my papers, door to door, I’m not a
Jehovah’s Witness, or the devil’s advocate, I’m a court reporter. Which is
why, IMHO, Signs of Life, is worth reading. It’s not all about me. My
insignificant life and dubious accomplishments. It’s a chronicle of a time
and place with which you will be familiar, seen through another (semi-
jaundiced) eye. Anyone who has been moderately amused by my JP&N
bloviating will, I am convinced, love Signs of Life. But you don’t have to
take my word for it; from now on this column will consist of excerpts
drawn, at random, from my voluminous memoir/diary/journal. 

Take today’s tidbit. 
Please. 

Jan 24, 1977
About a week ago Peter Finch was a guest on the Tonight Show. He

looked a little tired but was in good spirits. After spending his prime in sup-
porting roles, his career was about to take off. The new Paddy Chayefsky
movie, Network, is the talk of the country. Finch is being touted for an
Oscar nomination. He also had the plum role of Israeli Prime Minister
Rabin in the Entebbe movie that was just on television. 

I missed most of the Finch interview because I tuned in late.
George Carlin was the next guest; not a favorite of mine. He said his first

album, Class Clown, describes what he’s still doing. I agree; his humor is
as adolescent now as it probably was in school. “Thank you, thank you,”
he responded, to the huge hand he got when he was introduced. “Glad to
see such enthusiasm. Do you know you’re all going to die?”

There were a few nervous titters.
“We’re all going to die someday, you know,” he persisted. “Of course, we

refuse to believe that. ‘Maybe I’ll be the first one who doesn’t’, we say to
ourselves.” He rolled his eyes, made a funny face, and finally managed to
get the audience to go along with the gag. They didn’t laugh uproariously,
but steadily, as he explored the idea of where we go “after”, and what it
will be like. All Carlin’s humor relies on this “shock” value. As if he’s the
only person to ever realize that all of us think of death in terms of happen-
ing to “other people”. 

When his set was over, and he came to sit down beside Finch, he contin-
ued to pursue his morbid topic. 

After the panel kicked it around a bit, Carlin looked straight into the cam-
era lens and said, “Let’s face it, some of you aren’t going to be around
tomorrow.” 

Hilarious! 

I switched off the television and Brenda and I went to bed.
Next morning, as usual, the CBC news (on the clock radio) woke me up. 
Peter Finch had died of a heart attack. 
It hit me like a pail of ice water. What was going through Finch’s mind

as he sat beside Carlin, listening to that childish shtick? I wondered. When
Carlin said “Some of you might not be here tomorrow,” I’d felt a twinge of

apprehension, even though I’m fit as a fiddle. Finch looked exhausted. And
disturbed. Carlin’s valedictory address must have been a great comfort to
Peter Finch. They were virtually the last words he heard, before departing
for parts unknown. 

The Class Clown had had the last laugh.
As I said, that (unedit-

ed) gem was chosen at
random. I just opened
volume 1, around page
300, and the shoe
seemed to fit. Not only
me, but anyone who
happened to be around
at the time. In fact I
couldn’t even remember
cobbling it. Which is the
whole point of keeping a
diary; you don’t have to
tax your memory. The
mind wanders, the mov-
ing finger writes, and,
having written, tries to
get published. In the
good old days, scribblers
like Charles Dickens
would have serialized
versions of their embryo
masterpieces appear in
newspapers, and other
periodicals, prior to pub-
lication. My late pen pal,
Tom Wolfe, occasionally
went the same route. His
best-selling astronaut
chronicle, The Right
Stuff, and his debut novel,
Bonfire of the Vanities,
were published, in serial
form, in Rolling Stone. 

As usual, I’m doing
things ass-backwards. 

The story of my life.

Humour?

Best wishes for a Happy Chanukah to all our
customers, relatives and friends

CITY BREAD CO. LTD.
238 Dufferin Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba
586-8409

The writer decides to publish another book
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FAIRLY UNBALANCED

By

By BILL MARANTZ



Claude Lanzmann’s posthumous ‘Shoah’
sequel ‘Four Sisters’ is sadly relevant

By CURT SCHLEIER
(JTA) – Before Steven

Spielberg, there was Claude
Lanzmann.

Prior to the birth of what is
now the USC Shoah
Foundation – Spielberg’s
Holocaust testimony archive,
which was funded originally
by the Oscar-winning direc-
tor’s share of his “Schindler’s
List” profits in 1994 –
Lanzmann’s landmark 1985
documentary “Shoah” provid-
ed an earlier opportunity for
survivors to share their har-
rowing World War II testi-
monies, as well as to docu-
ment the mass extermination
of Jews.

Over the course of its nine-plus hours,
“Shoah” conveyed the horrors to a world that
didn’t believe – or didn’t want to. Six million
dead is unimaginable, but the words of one per-
son at a time are more difficult to ignore. Like
politics, genocide is local.

In the more than three decades since “Shoah,”
Lanzmann – who passed away in July at 92 –
released a series of ancillary films with footage
not used in the original, such as “A Visitor From
the Living” and “Sobibor, October 14, 1943, 4
p.m.”

The latest installments, “The Four Sisters,” is
about four women who aren’t related by blood,
just by their wartime experiences. The series of
four separate films opened first  in New York,
then in Los Angeles, followed by a national
release. All four films will be available in the-
aters, and moviegoers can see two of them per
ticket.

Lanzmann’s approach here is different in for-
mat from the original. In “Shoah,” he used many
voices to tell the larger story, splicing in inter-
views with survivors and perpetrators. With this
project, he has given each “sister” her own film
– her own opportunity to tell her horrifying and
powerful story. They vary in length from 52 to
89 minutes.

Another stark difference: “Four Sisters”
involves female perspectives, which were large-
ly missing from the original “Shoah.”

But like “Shoah,” the “Four Sisters” films are
difficult to watch. In “Baluty,” Paula Biren, orig-
inally of Lodz, Poland, tells Lanzmann that she
hoped England or France would have stepped in
to help after the German invasion.

“Poland had pacts with both countries,” she
notes.

The two powers did declare war on Germany,
but there were no large-scale military actions for
months. All the city’s Jews were transferred to
the infamous Lodz Ghetto. However, the Nazi-
appointed head of the Jewish community, Chaim
Rumkowski, made a deal with the Germans – to
forestall deportation to the camps, Jews would
engage in hard slave labor. It was a Faustian bar-
gain: Some 45,000 Jews died of starvation or
other causes in the ghetto.

When the Nazis said they were going to send
every child younger than 9 to a special camp,
Paula describes how one mother pulled her
daughter back. An SS officer grabbed the moth-
er by the neck, turned her around and shot her in
front of her daughter.

But because of the deal, Paula attended a spe-
cial high school and later was recruited to
become a police officer. Upon realizing that she
had unwittingly become complicit in sending
black market merchants she had arrested to their
deaths, Biren quit. But her guilt lingered.

Over the years, the guilt has transformed to
anger.

“I felt then I had no choice,” she says. The
world “should feel guilty for what was done to
me.”

Ruth Elias, given the spotlight in “The
Hippocratic Oath,” was 19 when the Nazis
invaded the small town where her family lived
for generations. Soon afterward, her father was
barred from the sausage factory he owned – by
workers he had employed for years.

Ruth eventually was deported to
Theresienstadt, where she witnessed drunken SS
soldiers invade the women’s block and rape
whomever they wanted. When it was discovered
she was pregnant, Josef Mengele – the Nazi
physician who performed horrific experiments
on prisoners and became known as the “Angel of
Death” – took over her care.

After she delivered her child, Mengele had her
breasts strapped so she could not nurse the baby.
He wanted to learn how long a newborn could
survive without food. A Jewish camp doctor
gave her medication that allowed her to kill her
own child so she wouldn’t have to watch it suf-
fer.

In “Noah’s Ark,” Hanna Marton, like Paula, is
guilt-ridden because she realizes that her sur-
vival was purchased at the expense of the
450,000 Hungarian Jews murdered in the late
stages of the war. Her husband worked with
Rudolf Kasztner, who had negotiated a deal with
Adolf Eichmann that rescued nearly 1,700 Jews
for a fee of $1,000 each.

“The Merry Flea” tells the story of Ada
Lichtman, one of only three woman selected to
work at Sobibor from among an estimated
250,000 Jews gassed there. Their job was to
clean and refurbish the dolls stolen from Jewish
children before they were sent to Germany.
Dolls became constant reminders of what she
went through.

It’s difficult not to view this new project in
relation to the recent Pittsburgh synagogue
shooting. Questions like “do we need another
Holocaust film?” assume, wrongly, that their
lessons have been learned. The Jews of
Pittsburgh would disagree, as would parents of
Jewish students at Pascack Valley High School
in suburban New Jersey, where a set of swastikas
was discovered for a second time in six weeks.

In an essay from 1981, Lanzmann wrote, “Like
the indestructible phoenix, anti-Semitism is aris-
ing virtually everywhere from its own ashes.”
He probably could have written the same essay
today.

In an ironic twist, “Four Sisters” was released in
Europe on July 4, and Lanzmann died the next
day. It was as if he recognized his job was done, or
that he had done all he could. Our job continues.
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Films

Hanna Marton in “Noah’s Ark,” one of the four films that
make up Claude Lanzmann's "Four Sisters." (Photo/Cohen
Media Group)

Happy Chanukah
From the Levit Family



This Israeli documentary about a transgender woman 
is a real-life version of ‘Transparent’

By NAOMI PFEFFERMAN
(JTA) – It’s like the Amazon Studios series

“Transparent” – only it’s real, not fiction.
The Israeli documentary “Family in Transition”

revolves around Amit Tsuk, a 40-year-old married
man and father of four, who reveals to his family
that he has always wanted to become a woman.

The 70-minute film shares more than a few sim-
ilarities with “Transparent,” in which a Jewish
patriarch makes the same declaration to his wife
and children. But Amit has perhaps even more
support from her family.

One of the first scenes in the movie depicts her
applying makeup as her 12-year-old daughter
offers earrings as a present.

In a telephone interview from her home in
Nahariya, a small city in northern Israel, Amit
said she knew she was a girl from the age of 4. By
11 she was secretly dressing up in her mother’s
clothes.

“I felt uncomfortable in my body, but I had no idea what was happening
to me,” she said. “At the age of 15, I met my future wife, Galit, and fell in
love. I was sexually attracted to her. I tried to be an extreme man.”

But living as a male, she said, proved “hell on earth.”
“I envied every woman I saw walking down the street. About four years

ago, I just couldn’t take it anymore,” Amit said.
During one fraught night, Amit confessed her secret to Galit.
“We spent two days crying,” she recalled. “But Galit told me that she

loved me and would try to go through the process with me and keep the fam-
ily together.”

(Similarly, in “Transparent,” the protagonist Maura, played by Jeffrey
Tambor, remains attracted to women after coming out as transgender.)

“Life in Transition” won the best Israeli documentary award at Docaviv,
Tel Aviv’s international documentary festival. It goes on to show how Galit
struggles to deal with Amit’s mood swings, which occur in part as a result

of her hormonal ther-
apy. She also finds
her role as Amit’s
caretaker to be
daunting, especially
around the time of a
sexual reassignment
surgery in Thailand.

Interviews reveal
how the couple even-
tually grows apart
and the effects the
transition has on
their children, who
initially care more
about the couple’s
possible separation
than Amit’s desire to
become a woman.

The family’s jour-
ney is made even
more difficult
because they live in
Nahariya, home to
many socially con-
servative and
Orthodox Jewish res-
idents. Neighbors
have spewed slurs at
Tsuk family mem-
bers and bullied the
children in school.

The movie’s direc-
tor, Ofir Trainin, first
met the Tsuks while
making a short docu-
mentary about a
group that supports
families of transgen-
der people in Israel.
He was drawn to the
subject because of
his own family’s

experience when his older brother came out as gay on
their kibbutz in southern Israel 20 years ago.

“I was extremely shocked because my brother
always had the most beautiful girlfriends,” Trainin
said in a telephone interview from Tel Aviv. “He was
one of the first kibbutz members to come out of the
closet. My parents accepted him from the beginning,
but it was difficult for them. They thought, ‘What were
the neighbors going to say?’”

The filmmaker’s goal in making the documentary
was to show such families that “There is hope, that
things will get better, that it will be all right,” he said.

Yet when Trainin first approached Amit about
appearing in the film, she was reluctant, lest the movie
create even more hostilities toward her children.

“She actually ran out of the house rather than talk to
me,” he recalled.

But when Amit returned home later that day, Trainin
was waiting for her. The filmmaker convinced her to
participate in the documentary by emphasizing that it

was intended to promote tolerance for transgender people and other
besieged groups – and that it would focus upon the response of her entire
family.

Trainin also decided to eschew questions about the couple’s sex life dur-
ing Amit’s transition and afterward.

He was surprised when Galit, exhausted after serving as Amit’s constant
caregiver, was moti-
vated to begin her own
journey of self-dis-
covery. That journey
ends with the couple
seeking a divorce in a
rabbinical court,
where Amit is humili-
ated as she is forced to
testify as a man.

Amit told JTA that
since the movie was
filmed, she has remar-
ried a woman and now
considers herself a les-
bian. Galit, too, is liv-
ing with another
woman.

Amit hopes the film
will raise awareness
about transgender
issues in Israel, where
that community
remains as stigma-
tized “as gays were 30
years ago,” she said.
Most transgender peo-
ple cannot live an
open life except in Tel
Aviv, she added. But
she believes their situ-
ation isn’t much worse
than it is for transgen-
der people in the
United States, where
the current president
has been openly hos-
tile to the community.

These days, Amit
has mostly encoun-
tered acceptance in
Nahariya, with one
prominent exception:
her father, who no
longer speaks to her.

But she is heartened
that the movie has
been well received in
the Jewish state.

“I’m the happiest
woman in the world,”
she said.
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Amit Tsuk, left, with her former wife,
Galit, in a promotional photo for the film
“Family in Transition.” (Courtesy of
Abramorama)

�����������	��

	
������
��	
�	��
��

���

�����������	�

	�������
�������������

���

��	���
�
��
����������

������� ��!��� "#� ���� ��!���
������������� #������ ��   �



46 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, November 28, 2018

5 unique kosher foods you’ll be eating soon
By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN

SECAUCUS, N.J. (JTA) – Once
a year, this swampy neighbor of
New York City turns into kosher
food heaven. Jews from across the
country gather at the Meadowlands
Exposition Center for the world’s
largest kosher food trade show,
Kosherfest.

There’s plenty of nosherai,
Yiddish and kippahs to go around
at an event where attendees skew
Orthodox and male. Some 300
exhibitors showed their products
on Nov. 13-14 to an audience of
some 5,000 food industry profes-
sionals, vendors and journalists.

JTA has rounded up some of the
more unusual products at the 2018
Kosherfest, from plantain croutons
to dessert ravioli and a menorah-shaped ice cream cake.

Plantain croutons
Home cooks looking to spice up their salads need look no further. These

plantain croutons, which are manufactured in Ecuador and won
Kosherfest’s award for the best new savory snack, pack a salty crunch and
are gluten free. Feel free to pour on the dressing: The manufacturer claims
they don’t get soggy like the regular ones.

Plantain croutons are available in supermarkets throughout the U.S. for
around $2.50 for a 5-ounce package. They are flavored with sea salt, but
new flavors – including garlic, lemon and spicy – will hit stores soon.

“It’s all natural,” said Enrique Villacreses, general manager of
TropicMax. “You can use it for soups, salads, and it always keeps crunchy.”

Sweet cheese chocolate chip ravioli
Craving pasta but also in the mood for something sweet? These unique

ravioli will satisfy your craving. The pasta is breaded and stuffed with

sweet ricotta cheese and chocolate
chips. They are sold frozen and can
be heated up in the oven at home.
For those seeking a savory version,
New York Pasta Authority also
sells more traditional flavors, such
as spinach cheese, mushroom and
pizza ravioli. The raviolis retail for
about $5 for 12 ounces; the sweet
variety will be available in about
three months in kosher stores.

“It’s special because people don’t
think that a ravioli would be dessert
or sweet,” said Chavi Katzman,
who founded New York Pasta
Authority with her husband,
Moshe.

Menorah-shaped ice cream
cake

Klein’s Ice Cream gives sufganiyot a run for their money with a cake
with slices that look like Hanukkah menorahs. The pareve (non-dairy) and
vegan dessert is made of cherry and passion fruit-mango sorbet and is
topped with chocolate icing. The health-conscious can delight – or at least
take solace – in the fact that the cake, which comes pre-sliced, is made with
real fruit. (Another version has slices that look like candle flames.) The
menorah cake is only sold around Hanukkah, but those looking for a cold
treat can buy other varieties of Klein’s Ice Cream year-round. A 12-slice
log costs about $30 and is available in kosher supermarkets.

“If you buy it for your kids, your kids will love you,” said Victor Klein,
manager of Klein’s Ice Cream.

Coconut-based butter substitute
Betterine positions itself as the perfect solution for consumers who are

looking for a non-dairy and all-natural butter substitute. It is made from
coconut oil and is vegan, organic and GMO-free. Betterine sticks look sim-
ilar to butter, have a neutral taste and can replace butter or margarine in
recipes. The product will be available in two months in kosher stores across
the country at a cost of about $5.80 for one pound.

“Most [butter substitutes] have chemical ingredients. The ones that don’t
taste horrible,” said Akiva Stern, president of Amarlane Foods, which pro-
duces Betterine. “This doesn’t have chemical ingredients and it tastes great,
so it’s the ultimate solution as far as we’re concerned.”

Gluten-free cheese sambusaks
These sambusaks taste just like the traditional Syrian savory meat- or

cheese-stuffed dumpling – except they are gluten free. The idea for the dish
came to Esther Anzaroot when her son started dating his now-wife, who
follows a gluten-free diet. Anzaroot wanted to share her family’s Syrian
Jewish culture with her son’s significant other, but found that many dishes
contain gluten.

“Syrian food is part of our culture, so I felt terrible that she couldn’t
embark and taste and share,” Anzaroot said.

Her gluten-free sambusaks, which are sold under her brand
GlutenFree.sy, beat out regular pastries to snag Kosherfest’s new product
award in the breads and baked goods category. They retail for $13.50 per
dozen at kosher markets in the New York-area and are available with a
cheese or meat filling.

Happy  
Chanukah

 from all of us at TDS.

Learn more at tdslaw.com
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E Caring Compassionate Professional Service

you’ve come to trust

PROVIDING:
Alzheimer Care 

A A

 Palliative Care 
A A

 Post-Operative Care
Stroke Care 

A A

 Long-Term Care 
A A

 Rehabilitation
Respite 

A A

 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants
PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED

RN’s 
A A

 LPN’s 
A A

 Health Care Aides
Home Support Workers 

A A

 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

Happy Chanukah!

Food



(JNS, November 15, 2018) On the 80th
anniversary of the Nazi-led Kristallnacht
pogrom, antisemitism in Europe keeps rising
while the number of European Jews declines.
Like International Holocaust Remembrance Day,
Kristallnacht is an occasion when Western lead-
ers shed crocodile tears over the dead Jews of

yesterday. While these murdered Jews were still alive and in desperate need
of help, most of the free world looked the other way.

During the rest of the year, many of those same Western leaders are busy
demonizing and slandering the Jewish state of Israel for defending itself
against enemies seeking its destruction. Dead and defenseless Jews are
more popular than ever in Europe, as the many Holocaust memorials and
“Jewish” culture festivals that feature no Jews prove.

When it comes to Jews and antisemitism, post-1945 Europe’s words do
not match its actions.

In a tweet on the eve of the Kristallnacht anniversary, Sweden’s foreign
minister Margot Wallström vowed to fight antisemitism in Sweden and
globally. “Antisemitism and intolerance is spreading again in many places.
We must fight the threats and hatred, in Sweden and globally”, Wallström
said. In practice, Wallström has been busy fighting and slandering the
Jewish state for defending itself against Muslim Arab anti-Semitic terror-
ism.

At an event marking Kristallnacht, Germany’s
Chancellor Angela Merkel condemned the resur-
gence of antisemitism in Europe. Merkel has
been described as a friend of Jews and Israel.
However, more than any other current European
leader, Merkel played a key role in opening up
Europe’s borders to uncontrolled mass immigra-
tion from the Middle East and North Africa. In
2015, around one million immigrants arrived to
Germany alone. The vast majority of these immi-
grants hailed from Muslim-majority countries
plagued by rampant antisemitism.

Whereas European leaders such as Merkel have
claimed that their pro-immigration policy was
guided by humanism, it has increased Jew-hatred
and crime levels in Europe. Polls reveal that anti-
Semitic attitudes among Muslims are significant-
ly higher than among non-Muslims in Europe.

Established politicians have unsuccessfully
tried to cover-up one of Western Europe’s worst
kept secrets for years, namely that the leftist-
Islamist alliance – and not fringe Neo Nazis – are
responsible for the majority of anti-Semitic
attacks in Europe, which have been conveniently
mislabeled as “Israel criticism.”

Recently, a London vigil was held by pro-Israel
Jews to commemorate Jewish victims of
pogroms in the Muslim world. A group of Arabic-
speaking Muslims threatened the Jewish activists
while chanting “Jews, remember Khaybar, the
army of Muhammad is returning.” Khaybar
refers to the 7th century massacre of Jews by
Muslims. The leader of the Muslim group also
denied the Holocaust and accused Jews of being
“killers” and “thieves.”

Amsterdam, Holland, is another place where
tolerance for intolerance thrives. At a monument
to Holocaust victims, anti-Semitic BDS activists
recently organized a rally that featured the
singing of a suicide terrorist bomber song that
glorified the murder of Israeli Jews.

Meanwhile in France, Prime Minister Edouard
Phillipe warned of a new “Night of Broken
Glass” amid reports that anti-Semitic crimes in
France have increased by 69% in 2018. President

Emmanuel Macron recently caused outrage by referring to the Nazi col-
laborator Marshall Phillipe Petain as a “great soldier.” French collaboration
with Nazi Germany caused the murder of more than 70.000 French Jews
during the Holocaust.

Macron claims to fight antisemitism,  while vocally interfering in Israel’s
internal affairs. Like most European leaders, Macron strongly opposed the
move of the US embassy to Israel’s capital, Jerusalem. Alongside Angela
Merkel, Macron has been a staunch apologist for the Iran deal, which
emboldened Iran’s aggression against the Jewish state and the wider
Middle East.

As far as Europe’s “liberal” establishment is concerned, Jews are appar-
ently only worthy of sympathy if they are defenseless or dead. For many
years, the European Union has portrayed itself as a “critical friend” of
Israel that merely opposes Israeli policies like Jewish communities in Judea
and Samaria. However, the European Union opposes Jerusalem as Israel’s
capital. Brussels vocally attacked Israel’s Jewish Nation-state Law and
largely ignores terrorism – to a large extent indirectly financed with
European funds – against Israeli Jews.

Europe’s main problem with Israel is that a powerful Jewish-nation state
defending itself does not fit into the idealized European image of Jews as
homeless and defenseless.

Daniel Kryger is a writer and a political analyst and a Fellow at the
Haym Salomon Center. 

Europe loves its dead Jews while demonizing the living ones in Israel
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From Prime Minister Justin Trudeau & Liberal MPs
De la part du premier ministre Justin Trudeau et des députés libéraux

Happy Hanukkah! • Joyeuse Hanoukka!
Chag Hanukkah Sameach • חג חנוכה שמח

Hon. Jim
Carr, M.P.

Terry
Duguid, M.P.

Dan
Vandal, M.P.

Hon. MaryAnn
Mihychuk, M.P.

Rt. Hon. Justin Trudeau

By

DANIEL KRYGER
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