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Brock Corydon numbers up for 2014
By MYRON LOVE

Rory Paul, Head of School and CEO of
Gray Academy of Jewish Education, is
putting a positive spin on an 18 percent
drop in attendance over the past two years. 

“I think that we have a solid base and any-
thing above that base is gravy,” he says.
“We are pleased that we have so many par-
ents who are prepared to make financial
sacrifices to ensure that their children
receive a Jewish education,”

This year’s enrolment stands at just over
500,  compared to just over 600 two years
ago and 590 to start the year last fall. The
decline actually began over the course of
the year last year and continued throughout
the summer, Paul reports. The school lost 20
students between September and June
alone.

Part of the decline in student numbers,
Paul reports, is due to families leaving the
city. That accounts for about 50 students.
He notes that the families – both Winnipeg-
born and recent immigrants – left for better
jobs elsewhere.

“In most cases,” he observes, “the parents
were middle management and moved
because they were promoted to senior
management positions.”

As for the others, most switched to public
school. (The Gray Academy also loses a few
students each year to other private schools.)

Paul describes parents’ decisions to move
their children to the public school system
as a “lifestyle choice”. “We did a parent
survey last year,” he says. “One of the
questions was whether parents would
choose - if they had to make such a choice
- a vacation or new car over paying for
tuition for their children’s Jewish education.
About 30 percent chose the vacation or
new car. That was a predictor of what hap-
pened with our enrolment.

“We are also hearing from the synagogues
about declining attendance and a waning
interest in Judaism,” Paul noted.

Another factor for immigrant families is
that the community subsidizes immigrant
children - allowing them to attend the Gray
Academy – but only for the first couple of

Israel Asper’s vision becomes reality with opening of Canadian Museum for Human Rights
By MYRON LOVE

It was a late July evening in the summer
of 2002 when Israel Asper stood on a
gravel parking lot at the Forks and desig-
nated the parking lot as the site for a new
museum intended to educate visitors
about human rights. 

On Friday, September 19, Asper’s dream
became a reality as 850 invited guests and
assorted media were on hand for the offi-
cial opening ceremonies for the new
Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

It has been a long and winding journey
to this point, beset with criticism from
some who are unclear on the concept as
well as a seemingly constant demand for
more money as the cost of the museum –
originally pegged at $205 million – ended
up costing over $350 million. The three
levels of government put in a total of
$160 million, while Asper Foundation
Executive director Moe Levy and Gail Asper, Israel Asper’s daughter,
spearheaded a private fundraising campaign led by the Friends of the
Canadian Museum for Human Rights which raised $147 million  in pri-
vate donations.

In addressing the attendees at the opening, Gail Asper noted that this
campaign was the most successful fundraising effort of its kind in

Canadian history. “This
museum is a miracle,”
she said. “We have had
support across the coun-
try from thousands of
people who helped keep
this dream alive.”

Asper singled out for
praise Moe Levy for his
leadership role in the
fundraising campaign.
“Our father saw what no
one else could see,” she
said. “He viewed a
human rights museum
right here in his beloved
city as an agent for
change in Canada and
the world and Moe was
his first believer.

“Dad gave Moe a to-do
list that included arranging the permits and finding the money and Moe
went out and did it. I have been privileged to have worked with Moe
over the past 14 years as he went about convincing people what a
museum such as this might become.”

Continued on page 15. See “Museum”.

Continued on page 11. See “Enrolment”.

IZZY ASPER
It was his dream, first
broached 14 years ago,
that led to the Human
Rights Museum.
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Gwen Secter members rally to show support for their centre
By BERNIE BELLAN

Wednesday afternoon, September 17 some 50 members of
the Gwen Secter Centre braved a chilly north wind to hold a
rally in favour of keeping Gwen Secter in its current home at
1588 Main Street. A surprise attendee that afternoon was the
Honourable Gord Mackintosh, MLA for St. Johns, also the
Minister for Water Conservation and Stewardship in the
Manitoba Government. Mackintosh came out in full support of
keeping Gwen Secter in its present north end location. He also
indicated that he would be willing to work with all parties con-
cerned toward a resolution of the present dilemma in which
Gwen Secter now finds itself.

The Gwen Secter Centre opened in 1986. Since then it’s seen
thousands of Winnipeggers - Jews and non-Jews, north and
south enders, make full use of its resources. The National
Council of Jewish Women Winnipeg - which owns the building
that houses the Gwen Secter Centre - says it wants to sell the building,
but no one from NCJW will say why, or for how much it would sell
the building if a group were to come forward with a plan to purchase
the building with the intent of keeping it as the home for the Gwen
Secter Centre.

I asked some of the Gwen Secter members who participated in the
demonstration why they were there. Larry Berman said that Gwen
Secter is “a place to meet, a place to eat – and it’s neat.”

Although not everyone there that day lives in the north end - there were
at least a few south enders, the individuals with whom I spoke were
decidedly against the idea of Gwen Secter relocating to the south end.
(Apparently plans now call for Gwen Secter programming to be located
in the Rosh Pina Housing Co-op, while food preparation would be moved
to a new Herzlia Syngagogue once it is built - but plans seem to change
quite often when it comes to what lies ahead for the Gwen Secter Centre.)

Holocaust survivor Edith Shuster was one of those who said she
would not travel south were Gwen Secter to relocate to the south end.
I asked Edith what brings her to Gwen Secter. She answered: “The
people, the food, the companionship – I learned to play Mah Jong
here. I volunteer – it’s a home away from home.” Gord Mackintosh
expressed his full support to the members of Gwen Secter Centre.
Describing Gwen Secter as an “anchor in north Winnipeg for older
Manitobans. It’s critically important for older Winnipeggers – not just
older Jewish Winnipeggers, to have a place that’s been keeping them
healthy.

“Many of the people here I first met 20 or 21 years ago and they are,
quite frankly, as healthy now as they were when I first met them – in
large part not only because of the health programming here – but

because it’s a place to come
together, to meet, to strengthen
the sense of community,” he said.

Mackintosh also agreed with
the observation that Gwen Secter is far more than just a Jewish com-
munity centre – “It’s a community hub now,” he emphasized.

As well, Mackintosh noted the many investments that the Province
of Manitoba has made in improving Gwen Secter’s infrastructure –
“the hvac system, the flooring” were two examples he gave.

The table on this page gives a
full list of improvements that
have been made to the Gwen
Secter Centre in the past nine
years. (Note that not a single one
of those improvements was paid
for by the building’s owner, the
National Council of Jewish
Women.)

He also pledged to try and
work toward a solution - some-
thing, sadly, that our own Jewish
Federation seems to have shown
little interest in achieving.
Instead, to this point, it seems to
have adopted the legalistic posi-
tion that the National Council of
Jewish Women is not a member
agency of the Jewish Federation
of Winnipeg, so the federation’s

role is quite lim-
ited. I’ve asked
certain parties at
the federation to
get involved -
starting by ask-
ing the funda-
mental question
of NCJW
President Cindy
Lazar (who
seems to be the
only person
authorized to
speak on behalf
of NCJW): “Why
do you want to
sell the building
in the first
place?” 

The clock is
ticking toward a
May, 2016 dead-
line - but surely
some sanity can
be brought to
this process - or
maybe not if
individuals who
are in a position
to step in simply
stand by and do
nothing.

(Watch a video
of the rally on the
Jewish Post &
News website.)

SUMMARY OF CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS TO THE 
GWEN SECTER BUILDING AT 1588 MAIN STREET 2005-2014
YEAR DESCRIPTION FUNDER AMOUNT

2005 SECURITY UPGRADES JFM 3500

2006 REPLACE WINDOWS JFM 10000

2006 REPLACE TOILETS/TAPS JFM 7736

2007 REPLACE WINDOW BLINDS 4000

2007 REPLACE KITCHEN FLOOR TOMSILL 7000

2008 TOTAL ROOF REPLACE PROVINCE 20000
CANADA 20000
CITY WPG 20000

2008 LANDSCAPING IMPROVEMENTS RBC 5000

2009 PAINTING MCSC 7000

2009 FLOORING MCSC 7000

2010 WASHROOM HANDICAP ACCESS JFM 4500

2011 HAND DRYERS/WASHROOMS JFM 2000

2011 GYM FLOOR REPLACE MCSC 7000

2011 REPLACE GREASE TRAP JFM 8000

2011 REPLACE CARPETS/FLOORING CANADA 20000
NEW HORZONS

2012 REPLACE HVAC WPF FOUND 9229

Jewish Federation
maintains absolute
silence over Gwen

Secter issue
By BERNIE BELLAN

In August, 1986 the National
Council of Jewish Women pur-
chased what was then a vacant
building at 1588 Main Street
and which had most recently
housed a Firestone Tire store
for the price of $247,500.
There was no mortgage
attached to that purchase,
which means that the NCJW
paid cash for that purchase.

According to a number of
sources, however, there was
some involvement by what
was then the Winnipeg Jewish
Community Council in that
purchase. According to those
sources, some or all of the
money that was used in that
purchase was either given or
loaned to NCJW by the WJCC.

Over two weeks ago we
asked Adam Bronstone, who is
the new CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg, to
look into the suggestion that
the WJCC was involved in
some way in the purchase of
the Firestone store. On
September 17 we received the
following e-mail from
Bronstone: “Bernie as you can
imagine I do not know the
answer to the Loan question
and before we step into the
entire issue let me first look
into that.” That’s the last we’ve
heard from Bronstone.

Now it’s not unusual for indi-
viduals either not to respond to
questions from the press or to
avoid giving answers when
they do respond. (Cindy Lazar,
President of the Winnipeg
branch of NCJW has respond-

Continued on next page.

Note: For at least the past nine years not one red cent toward any capital improve-
ments came from the National Council of Jewish Women - the owner of the build-
ing that houses the Gwen Secter Centre, yet for the past two years NCJW has stuck
to the line that  it “could no longer afford to operate the Gwen Secter Centre”.

Some of the more than 50 Gwen Secter
members who rallied Sept. 17 to show
their anger at the looming May, 2016
deadline to vacate their home.

St. Johns MLA and Cabinet
Minister Gord Mackintosh
expressed full support for Gwen
Secter members in their fight to
save a home into which his gov-
ernment has poured a huge
amount of money over the years.
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ed to e-mails that I’ve sent her,
but has not given answers to
any of the questions that I’ve

asked her about why the NCJW needs to sell the building that cur-
rently houses the Gwen Secter Centre in the first place. Apparently I’m
not the only member of the media, however, who has not had any luck
in receiving answers from Cindy to that question.)

But, it’s something else for the body that ostensibly represents the
interests of all Winnipeg Jews to maintain a studied silence over an
issue of such significance to so many seniors in our community.

Here are excerpts from another e-mail that I sent to Bronstone: (Parts
of the e-mail have been edited.)

“Look - I’m not naive about this. I can see what the future holds. The
Federation isn’t interested in doing anything to keep Gwen Secter in its
present home. It looks like the plan is to move part of the Gwen Secter
operation south - to the Herzlia (food operations?) and to keep part of
it north (at the Rosh Pina Housing Co-op?), When I mention that to
anyone with whom I talk they agree: That’s nuts. And the members
won’t buy it. Okay - so most of them are old and won’t be around in
another 10 years. Can’t we buy them at least another 5 years on Main
Street - then maybe scale down the operation. But to ask them to move
now - it makes no sense. From what I’ve seen the operation is totally
self-sustaining. The NCJW hasn’t put a cent into its operation for years.
It’s outrageous that just because NCJW is in some terrible predicament
they’d be able to force the issue.

“Look, if the plan is to help the Herzlia find some way of keeping
going, then it might make some sense - but at the cost of screwing the
north end Gwen Secter membership? Come on - how much sense
does that make?

“I have to tell you Adam, more than one person …asked me: What
is the Federation doing about all this? I know you’re new to the job and
you don’t want to step into a ..., but it sure doesn’t look good in terms
of the optics.

“I think I told you that I’m prepared… to get involved in a fundrais-
ing campaign to try & help Gwen Secter out but, like I said to …: How
can we know what the target goal is if NCJW refuses to say how much
money they’d need to get themselves out of whatever hole they’re in?

“There are other parties who have a vested interest in keeping Gwen
Secter in its present location - especially the Feds and the Province.
They’ve poured an awful lot of money into that location. Joy Smith is
quite upset over what’s been going on, as is Gord Mackintosh. Smith
might be vulnerable politically on this …

“Adam - I’m not going to let go of this story just because no one
who’s in a position to provide answers, including NCJW or the
Federation, wants to talk.

“I’ve made NCJW look terrible. I hope I don’t have to start pointing
a finger at the Federation as well for refusing to comment.

“Or, is it really a case that … managed to leave you with no wiggle
room on this issue and that the wheels were irreversibly set in motion
to end Gwen Secter on Main Street? It certainly seems that.”

One more point on this subject: If the Jewish Federation is of the
opinion that the north end can, for all intents and purposes, be writ-
ten off as a home for Winnipeg Jews, consider the following informa-
tion (which was obtained from a statistician at StatsCan who had to dig
deep into the results of the 2011 National Household Survey): Of the
11,995 respondents who gave “Jewish” as their ethnic origin, 2,060
were still in the north end. (That’s right - only 11,995 respondents said
“Jewish”, but I’ve written so many times before how much that figure
contradicts what the Jewish Federation has been telling us how sub-
stantially Winnipeg’s Jewish population has grown. The comparable
figure for 2006, by the way, was 11,905 - only 90 fewer than 2011.
Where’s that huge growth the Federation has been telling us has
occurred?) In 2006 the number of north end Jews (by ethnicity) was
2,605. Granted, there was a substantial decrease from 2006 to 2011,
but there is still a significant Jewish population in the north end, espe-
cially of seniors. But, if the Jewish Federation’s agenda is to hasten the
movement of north end Jews to the south end, well then, I guess clos-
ing the Gwen Secter Centre in the north end is only going to help that
agenda. 

Enough said. The silence emanating from both the NCJW and the
Jewish Federation would suggest that the strategy of both parties is to
say nothing about Gwen Secter - and that whatever the plans are for
that centre, they’ve already been laid. I don’t suppose that the powers-
that-be had anticipated that The Jewish Post & News was going to turn
this into a major issue. Well, we have - and will continue to do.

More on this in my “Short takes” column on the next page.

Continued from previous page.



Short Takes
Certain issues pertaining to Winnipeg’s

Jewish community dominate my attention at
different times. Right now those two issues
are: Why is the Gwen Secter Centre being
forced to vacate its home and what is the true
size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population?

I suppose that some readers may suggest
that I’ve been writing about these two issues
ad nauseum. Why, some may wonder, aren’t I

devoting more space to coverage of Israel – or other issues that may be
closer to home?

The reason that I’ve been devoting so much attention to these two
issues is that they are so closely interconnected. Ever since the results
of the National Household Survey of 2011 were released in 2012 I
have been befuddled at how our own Jewish Federation has absolute-
ly refused to respond to the apparently huge contradiction between
what the NHS said is the size of our local Jewish population and what
our Federation supposedly says it is. (Although to be fair, I’m not quite
sure what the Federation now says is the size of our population. The
silence on this subject emanating from the Federation has been quite
deafening.)

What then are we to make of the news that the Gray Academy has
suffered an astounding loss of 90 students since the beginning of the
last school year? As Myron Love notes in his report on that story on
page 1 there is a variety of reasons for such a huge drop in enrolment.
The one reason which Gray Academy Head of School Rory Paul gives
that I find the most troublesome, however, is that 50 students came
from families in which a member of that family left Winnipeg to pur-
sue employment opportunities elsewhere. Paul says that those families
consisted of both native Winnipeggers and immigrants to this commu-
nity.

But - to lose 90 students in one year? As Myron says, Paul is trying to
put a positive “spin” on what’s happened – as one would fully expect
him to do, but it’s not my job to put a positive spin on anything.

This is a stupendous loss. As Myron also notes, it translates into an
18 percent loss in the entire student population. Is this a trend that will
continue into the future? It may be too soon to tell, but one thing is for
certain: It certainly puts into doubt the notion that Winnipeg’s Jewish
population has grown to somewhere around 16,500 – which is a fig-
ure that has been used by spokespersons for this community. If our
population had grown anywhere close to that level, does it make sense
to posit that there would be a decrease of 90 students at the Gray
Academy over the course of one year? (For the benefit of anyone who
hasn’t been reading my writing about this subject previously, I’ve been
saying that the size of our community is likely 12,500 at best, when
you factor in individuals who may say they’re  Jewish by religion but

not ethnic origin.)
As for the suggestion

that some immigrants
to Winnipeg have
been withdrawing
their children from the
school, in some cases
to send them to Brock
Corydon for the
Hebrew bilingual pro-
gram, why all of a
sudden this year?
There is nothing dif-
ferent about the oper-
ation of the subsidy
program which allows
immigrant parents to
send their children to
the Gray Academy
without having to pay
tuition for the first
couple of years, so it’s
not as if economic
factors have suddenly
been introduced into
the equation.

Again, all indica-
tions are that, rather
than having grown,
our Jewish population
has, at best, remained
close to the size that it
was 13 years ago,
which was the last
time a real census of

Canada’s population occurred (and before Stephen Harper, in all his
wisdom, decided to do away with the mandatory long-form census
questionnaire). The possibility also exists, as I have been noting repeat-
edly for the past two years, that our Jewish population has declined in
size over the past 13 years, if the data from the National Household
Survey is to be believed.

That would certainly put the drop in enrolment at the Gray Academy
into a more sensible context. Until our Federation embarks on some
sort of real assessment of what the size of our community is, however,
we can only be left to react in astonishment to the news that Myron
has reported on page 1 – and, for many of us, despair.

But, if the news about the Gray Academy is dispiriting, to say the
least, perhaps it will serve as a dose of reality to those in our commu-
nity who have also accepted certain other “accepted wisdoms” that
have been promulgated here for years, in addition to the notion that
our community has grown substantially. 

And here I speak of the abandonment of the north end as a home for
what still remains a substantial portion of our Jewish community. If one
were to take a long-term perspective, the die was cast years ago with
the closure first of the Peretz School on Jefferson Avenue, followed by
the closure of the Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate on
Matheson Avenue. Those moves, however, were inevitable, as the shift
in population from the north end to the south end of families with
school-age children had continued en masse, beginning primarily in
the 1970s and continuing into the 1980s.

While there can be no doubt that families with children in which at
least one partner is Jewish  are now concentrated heavily in the south
end of the city, including River Heights, Tuxedo, Lindenwoods, Whyte
Ridge and now, to a certain extent also, Bridgewater Forest and
Charleswood, the same cannot be said of our senior population.

As my report on page 2 of this issue would show, according to
StatsCan figures from the 2011 NHS, there are still at least 2,000 indi-
viduals who identify as Jewish by ethnic origin in the north end of the
city. That figure is down some from the 2001 census, but nevertheless
it still represents a significant portion of our community. 

There is a problem with deciphering the information given in the
NHS, however, which is that it does not break down results by age.
Whatever the case may be though, there can be no doubt that popu-
lation groups tend to shift geographically as services and resources that
cater to them also relocate. Is it a chicken and egg scenario? To a cer-
tain extent, there can be no doubt that – “if you build it” (or move it),
“they will come” - i.e. move the Jewish community centre and school
south and large numbers of younger families will follow.

But seniors are different. By and large they prefer to remain in neig-
bourhoods with which they’re familiar – for shopping, socializing,
attending synagogues - as the case may be. Granted, there have been
some beautiful seniors’ homes that have opened in the south end of
Winnipeg that have very large Jewish clienteles, but these homes tend
to cater to  seniors who have higher incomes. There hasn’t been a good
analysis of the correlation between income and geographic distribu-
tion of Jewish seniors in this city that I have ever seen but, in 2011 I
did report on a panel discussion focusing on poverty among Winnipeg
Jews. As part of that discussion Professor of Social Work Sid Frankel
produced some very interesting data, which is admittedly now some-
what out of date, but still probably quite relevant. One of Frankel’s
findings was that there was a very high incidence of “low income”
among Jewish single seniors in Winnipeg in 2005. (“Low income” in
his study was defined as a single person having an income of less than
$20,775 in that year.) Here are the figures from his report:

Prevalence of low income in all of Canada – 
Jewish single persons 65+

Winnipeg All of Canada
2005 32.0% 35.2%
2000 33.0% 40.1%

Now, I have no way of knowing whether those figures have changed
substantially in the intervening years – or, as I have already noted, just
how many Jewish seniors there are in our Jewish population here. As
well, with the entry of so many baby boomers into the ranks of the
seniors population, there is bound to be an even further demarcation
between younger and older seniors.

The point remains, however, that even without knowing as much as
we’d like to know about the size and shape of our Jewish community,
a facility such as the Gwen Secter Centre still has a substantial mem-
bership of Jewish seniors who call the north end home. Some of them
may be mobile and others among them may be willing to avail them-
selves of transportation were the Gwen Secter Centre to move part or
all of its services to the south end.

But, for gosh sakes, the Gwen Secter Centre has been fully self-sus-
taining. I haven’t been able to ascertain the last time the National
Council of Jewish Women put one red cent into its operation, yet it’s
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What is up NCJW’s sleeve?
To the Editor: 
Who knows what the National Council of Jewish Women has up its

sleeve? It would very very sad indeed if, out of desperation, The Gwen
Secter Centre, after all its great accomplishments in the north end,
would allow itself to become just one more veenkle (corner) in the
Rady Centre, The Simkin Centre or the new Herzlia building. 
Sue Shklov, Winnipeg

UJPO Conference
This may come as a revelation to Jewish Winnipeggers, probably

not. But UJPO which claims to be not anti-Israel is finally out of the
closet. 

UJPO has announced that it will be co-sponsoring a conference on
October 24 and 25 in Toronto with Independent Jewish Voices (IJV).
IJV’s website identifies its unequivocal support for the global cam-
paign of Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) against Israel. They
are also part of a campaign to revoke the charitable status of the
Jewish National Fund.

Even journalists who are often criticized for expressing anti-Israel
views have recognized that the BDS movement goes beyond mere
criticism and is intended to demonize and delegitimize Israel in the
eyes of the world. One such journalist, Thomas Friedman of the New
York Times, has probably said it best: “Criticizing Israel is not anti-
Semitic, and saying so is vile. But singling out Israel for opprobrium
and international sanction - - out of all proportion to any other party
in the Middle East - - is anti-Semitic, and not saying so is dishonest.”

Even Norman Finkelstein, a notorious anti-Israel scold and pro-
Palestinian activist, has come to recognize the BDS movement as
more than just an attack on Israel’s actions in the occupied territories,
but a “cult” wishing to destroy Israel. Noam Chomsky, also a notori-
ous anti-Israel scold and a pro-Palestinian activist, has taken a similar
position on the BDS movement, arguing that the BDS movement goes
beyond protest against Israel’s treatment of Palestinians and is a protest
against Israel itself.

So Winnipeg Jewry, wake up and smell the anti-Semitism within
your own community.
Mel Fogel, Toronto

LETTERS

Marty Morantz Seeks Council Seat in Charleswood-Tuxedo Ward 
Winnipeg business person and community

philanthropist, Marty Morantz, recently
announced that he will seek election in the
Charleswood-Tuxedo seat for Winnipeg City
Council. 

Morantz is a seasoned lawyer and former part-
ner at Levene Tadman LLP in Winnipeg. He is
also a veteran businessperson with holdings pri-
marily in multi-unit apartment buildings. 

Morantz and his family are active community
philanthropists who have made major contribu-
tions to projects like the Saul Morantz Building
at the Simkin Centre, the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights, and the University of Winnipeg. 

As parents of a special needs child, Marty and
Lisa Morantz have also contributed to the con-
struction of the Variety Heritage Adventure
Playground at the Forks, Shalom Residences, and have established
the Nathan Morantz Respite Care Fund through the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. Morantz also serves on the board of
Community Respite Services and on the Refit Centre Foundation
finance and investment committee. 

“Building a stronger Winnipeg takes experience and a serious
commitment to our community,” said Morantz. “With all the issues
we are currently facing, I want voters in Charleswood-Tuxedo to
know that I am a constructive problem solver who will work tire-
lessly to help get this city back on the right track.” 

Morantz last ran for office as a PC candidate during the 2011

provincial election where he learned a lot about
local issues and concerns. 

“After knocking on thousands of doors and lis-
tening to residents, I gained a solid understanding
of the issues impacting the broader area,” said
Morantz. “As residents of the ward for nearly 20
years, Lisa and I are raising our sons in a commu-
nity we are proud to call home.” 

Ward issues Morantz supports include: 
• Advocating for the extension of the William R.

Clement Parkway and twinning of Wilkes to help
accommodate continued growth in both the
Kenaston retail area and the approved Ridgewood
South subdivision in Charleswood;

• Supporting city police, firefighters and emer-
gency services personnel to improve safety on our
streets and in our communities;

• Improving fiscal responsibility by negotiating a better funding
agreement with the Manitoba government to ensure tax increases
are a last resort. 

“I’m dedicated to improving a sense of safety on our streets and in
our homes, enhancing infrastructure to support future growth, fixing
our crumbling streets and back lanes and holding the government
responsible for its spending,” said Morantz. 

The Morantz Campaign Office is located at 3611 Roblin Blvd and
can be reached via phone at 204-219-3636. Marty’s campaign can
be found on the web at www.votemarty.ca

Unhappy over Gwen Secter move
Re: Anger over projected sale of Gwen Secter Center continues to grow.
The anticipation of the decision by the National Council of Jewish

Women to sell the building where the Gwen Secter members meet
each week is creating anxiety for the members who anxiously looked
forward to these meetings, since it is their only form of meeting and
enjoying visits with friends. Any move to another location other than
the north end may not enable some members to attend.

As the former Program Co-ordinator of the senior men’s club, Retired
Seniors Business and Professional Men’s Club, I became very aware of
the importance of such a group for retired seniors, who looked forward
to having lunch with other seniors and enjoying a visiting guest speak-
er which I arranged for each week. This club, originally founded by the
late Danny Gutkin, lasted many years until declining membership
forced it to end. Serious consideration should be given to the impor-
tance that the Gwen Secter building be kept so that these meetings
should be able to continue.
Issie Oiring

MARTY MORANTZ

the NCJW that, in a 2012
report in this paper, is quoted
as saying that it “could no

longer afford to operate the Gwen Secter Centre”. “Why not?” I’ve
been asking a spokesperson for the NCJW repeatedly. You sure
haven’t been paying for its operation for years now.

Do we need a study to tell us that the Gwen Secter Centre is fully
viable in its present location? No. Do we need to know more about
the state of our Jewish population here? Absolutely – and with verifi-
able data, not speculation, which is all that we’ve ever received from
our Jewish Federation.

Finally, should individuals within our community who are in posi-
tions to affect the lives of so many in our population, whether those
are the lives of students or seniors, be held more accountable for their
actions? Again, the answer is yes but, if the past trend among
spokespersons for both the NCJW and the Jewish Federation to hun-
ker down and maintain an absolute silence over what is going on
within our community continues – and there is no reason to think that
pattern will change – well, damn the torpedoes, full speed ahead,
and to hell with any notions of accountability. Maybe someone with
more clout than me, however, will start asking the questions that I’ve
been posing in this paper for months now and finally someone will
be forced to explain just what is going on with the Gwen Secter
Centre especially.

Short takes
(Continued from previous page.)
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Myron Love

Winnipeg architect/designer shows off home as part of WAG fundraiser
On Sunday, September 14, Dov Secter and

Sarah Allentuck held an open house with a dif-
ference. During the course of the day, about
650 visitors wandered through their house on
Renfrew soaking up the latest innovations in
modern home design.

The home on Renfrew just off of Wellington
Crescent was one of five homes featured in the
Winnipeg Art Gallery’s eighth annual fundrais-
ing Home Tour. (Tickets were $35.) The theme

this year was modern homes. The other homes included in the tour
were a second house on Renfrew, one on Harvard Street in
Crescentwood, one of Bower in Tuxedo and 1 Palk Road off Ruskin
Row (a few blocks away from the Shaarey Zedek.) 

Dov Secter’s asso-
ciation with the
WAG goes back a
few years. (His wife,
Sarah, is an art con-
sultant with a degree
in art history.) The
Secter home is an
open area concept
which doubles as a
show home to
demonstrate Secter’s
work. The architect
and designer (Secter
Associates Ltd.) also
has his office in the
home.

“The open concept
is really popular
these days,” Secter
explains. “We also

use our home to show potential clients the latest trends in hardware
and product automation.” 

“Our pantry and fridge are clad with the same materials as the cab-
inets to blend in with the rest of the kitchen. The pantry houses small
appliances to keep the counters clutter-free.”

With another push of the button, a portion of the island kitchen
counter rises up and, Secter points out, items on the counter can be
quickly moved out of sight. A third push of a button opens a drawer
holding the garbage can. The cabinet-integrated freezer drawers
replace a conventional fridge-freezer combo.

“Our test here was how to build the kind of home we wanted on a
smaller lot that blends in with the neighbouring homes,” Secter says.
“Our lot is 40” and the rules are that you are only allowed to build on
no more than 45% of the lot. We were able to design a very spacious
home. 

“A lot of River Heights homeowners are upset about infill housing in
their neighbourhoods. We kept to the scale of the houses on either
side of us so that one side of our house (which is still a work in
progress) looks like a one-storey house while the other looks like a
two-storey structure.”

Secter comes by his interest in design naturally. His father is promi-
nent local architect Lloyd Secter - who has always maintained a home
office.

The younger Secter – who has a masters degree from the University
of Toronto – has worked with his father for a number of years and
worked in the past for architect Josef Najmark. 

“I had an opportunity to stay and work in Toronto,” he says, “but we
wanted to put down our roots here where our families are.”

While he was originally involved in commercial design, he says that
he gravitated to the residential market because he likes the process of
dealing with clients and being involved in a project beginning to end
rather than being restricted just to one area of a project.

“What I also like about residential design,” he adds, “is the attention
to detail that is required and having satisfied clients.”

He notes that he recently completed work on a bungalow on
Waterloo in River Heights and a home redesign on Hosmer Blvd. in
Tuxedo. 

“I have been getting a lot of calls to do cabins and cottages,” he
reports. “These days, they are second homes.

“We do a lot of bathroom and kitchen redesigns, too.”
He notes that while he prefers modern designs, he takes on all types

of work.
One assignment that has been a little out of the ordinary, he says, is

a contract from a lawyer in Toronto, a long time friend of Secter’s, who
is opening a chain of law offices in major retail outlets in Toronto.

Architect/designer DOV SECTER working at kitchen preparation
island; home doubles as show home for clients.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

The Cyril “Zeke” Marantz “Z’L” Manitoba Jewish Athletes Wall of Honour at

the Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community Centre is currently accepting

nominations for the Wall of Honour. If you or someone you know meets the

criteria listed below then an application should be completed and returned to

the membership desk at the Rady JCC. Applications are available at the

Rady JCC or on our website at www.radyjcc.com. All applications will be

reviewed by a committee. 

The deadline for applications is January 31, 2015

Applicants must be:

Jewish

Manitoban

Competed in a sport beyond the high school level;

Must meet ONE of the following criteria:

- competed at the Provincial level either individually 

or as a team member; 

- competed at the National level either individually 

or as a team member;

In addition, applicants will be judged on their athletic accomplishments. 

Necessary application information must include:

-   number of years of participation

-   review of individual statistics;

Applicants who were instrumental in the establishment &/or growth of a par-

ticular sporting program or team will be considered for the “Builders

Category”. Applications should include a brief summary of relevant achieve-

ments to be considered for this category.

A limited number of additions to the wall will be considered. All decisions of

the selection committee will be final.

Fay and Max Reich

& Family

wish all their relatives and friends
a Healthy and Happy New Year.

Claudia and Sam Sarbit & family

wish all their relatives and friends a New
Year of Peace, Health and Happiness

38 Meredith Bay Winnipeg

Celebrate the bounty of Autumn!
presented through the generosity of NJOP 

(National Jewish Outreach Program)
Sukkot at Temple Shalom, 1077 Grant Ave

Take & Bake Cinnamon Bun Workshop*

Monday, October 13th at 11:00am - 2:00pm
While the dough is rising, enjoy a 

light lunch and Sukkot discussion.

* Requires registration by noon,  Friday, Oct. 10th 
at templeshalomrsvp@gmail.com



Young Yonatan Orlov “twirling” his way to prominence
By BERNIE BELLAN

It began with a talent show that Jewish
Child and Family Service held over ten
years ago. My son, Jordan, was a partici-
pant in that show, as were some other
extremely talented young Winnipeggers,
including Lara Secord-Haid, who has now
fashioned a successful career as an opera
singer, and Alexandra Frohlinger, who has
also been enjoying a successful career as a
musical theatre performer.

But what really blew me away that day
long ago was the talent that I witnessed
from among the immigrant community that
had recently arrived in Winnipeg, primarily
from Israel (although there were also some
performers from Argentina, I recall as well.)

I thought to myself: “Wouldn’t it be great
if we could reprise a talent show like this
again some day?” So it was, that several
times since I attempted to interest Jewish
Child and Family Service in holding anoth-
er talent show. The answer, unfortunately,
was always “no”, as holding a talent show
no longer fit within that organization’s man-
date, I was told (sort of like the Gwen Secter
Centre remaining at its present location no
longer fitting in with the Jewish Federation’s
plans, I suppose).

This year, however, I took the bit in the
mouth and, together with my impresario
daughter Shira, organized a talent show
that took place at the West End Culture
Centre this past August. One of my main
goals was to attract some of the incredible
talent from within our Russian-Israeli com-
munity here and so I enlisted the help of a
couple of women who had deep inroads
into that community: Regina Teplitsky and Lina Stretslov. 

Although my hopes were high that, with their help, we would be
able to attract a great many immigrant participants, as it turned out,
that hope was for naught, and we ended up with only two Russian
Israelis out of a total of 23 participants.

Among those participants, however, was one extraordinarily talent-
ed young man by the name of Yonatan Orlov. When Yonatan’s moth-
er, Olga, heard of our talent show, she contacted me to ask whether
Yonatan would be able to participate. She told me that Yonatan was a
baton twirler.

“Now there’s something different”, I thought. We had singers,
dancers, comedians - in other words the usual kind of talent you’d
expect to see in a show such as this, but nothing like a baton twirler.

I was really looking forward to seeing Yonatan perform - along with
the rest of the participants in the show when, as luck would have it,
the “solidarity mission” to Israel intervened, and I was in Israel the day
of the show. While I was in Israel I heard from my daughter that the
show was a great success but the most astounding performance was
put on by young Yonatan. (You can watch a clip of Yonatan perform-
ing at that show on our website: jewishpostandnews.ca.)

Just this past week though, I heard from Olga Orlov again, this time
to the effect that Yonatan was trying to raise funds to help him partic-
ipate in various upcoming baton twirling competitions. 

I asked Olga to send me some information about how Yonatan came
to be involved in such an unusual sport. She responded with the fol-
lowing information:

Yonatan was born in Israel in 1999. In 2007 the Orlov family immi-
grated to Canada, ending up in St. Vital, where Yonatan began attend-
ing Dr. D. W. Penner School. Although he was enjoying participating
in gymnastics - something he had been doing ever since the family

arrived in Winnipeg, it was a chance encounter
with some girls at his school that hooked
Yonatan on a sport that is not typically thought
of as a boys’ sport. Now a student at Glenlawn
Collegiate, Yonatan Orlov is an example of
someone following his dream. As is the case
with many such stories, however, Yonatan is
looking for some assistance along the way.

Here is how Olga describes the encounter
that led to her son’s falling in love with baton
twirling: (I am using Olga’s description ver
batim. Of course anyone reading this will
understand that English is not her first lan-
guage, but I think you will be impressed at how
articulate she is in describing Yonatan’s intro-
duction to the world of baton twirling - and
how supportive she and her husband were in
helping him find his way in what is admittedly,
an unusual sport for a boy):

“In grade 6 Dr. W. Penner school had a talent
show and two girls where practicing baton.
Yonatan liked how it looked so he tried it out.
During school recesses Yonatan would take the
baton from his friends and practice. We didn’t
know about his interest at all. At the end of
grade 6 Yonatan had a Farewell evening.
During this evening kids were asked to tell
something special about there friends. They
said about Yonatan, that he is borrowing baton
every recess and play with it. My husband and
I knew nothing about baton; we even did not
know the word “baton”. As a Jewish mom I was
wondering, why my son has to borrow some-
thing every recess. So, I asked Yonatan, why he
is borrowing and offered him to buy the baton.
He explained to me what it is and I started to
look for the baton. As I learned later it wasn’t
an easy task… I was thinking baton is a toy, and

I went to the Toys “R” Us. Nothing was there… We “googled” it but
nothing was sold in Canada. Then we decided to make baton our-
selves. We bought two small balls at Dollorama, connected it to the
rod with glue and gave Yonatan to play with it. The “invention” didn’t
work… I started to look for the Baton clubs in order to buy used baton
from them. So I called Greendell community center and the coach
Joyce Ormshaw was very surprised by my story and invited Yonatan to
the club. The same summer Winnipeg hold a Canadian national
championship and Yonatan was amazed how exiting the baton sport
is.”

Olga added this note: “How Yonatan got to the baton sport, is a story
that taught me that no matter were you push your child, he will find
his own way for his passion. Yonatan’s goal for the 2015 year is to
qualify and represent Canada at the International level. The World
International cup competition will be held in Abbotsford, BC in
August 2015. The following year he will be representing Canada at the
World Championship in Europe.

“Yonatan was involved in men gymnastics on competitive level for 7
years, and recently he decided to quit gymnastics and concentrate on
baton.”

Olga went on to point out that Yonatan is the only competitive male
baton twirler in Manitoba, and that he is the only successful male at
the junior level in Canada in the sport. He practises 12 hours a week,
Olga adds. His efforts paid off this past year when he was nominated
for the Junior Athlete of the Year award by Sport Manitoba.

I told Olga that I would do what I could to help publicize Yonatan’s
story - and his efforts to obtain funding for the future upcoming com-
petitions in which he hopes to participate, but for which he will need
financial support. If you would like to help Yonatan, you can contact
Olga Orlov at orlov.olga@gmail.com.
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YONATAN ORLOV: the only competitive
male baton twirler in Manitoba.

“How Yonatan got to the baton
sport, is a story that taught me
that no matter were you push

your child, he will find his own
way for his passion.”



By ALINA DAIN SHARON and 
SEAN SAVAGE/JNS.org

Following Israel’s Operation Protective Edge
this summer, Hamas continues to control the
Gaza Strip and openly considers any truce with
Israel as a time to re-arm for the next conflict.
Across Israel’s northern border, Hezbollah has
been fighting to preserve the regime of Syrian
President Bashar al-Assad, but still poses a danger
to the Jewish state. Meanwhile, the Islamic State
has exploded across Iraq and Syria in a spectacle
of unprecedented brutality that could one day
also knock on Israel’s door.

What should Israel’s strategy be regarding this
triumvirate of terror groups? JNS.org took the
pulse of three Middle East and terrorism experts
on the issue.

Where things stand with Hamas, 
Hezbollah, and Islamic State 

Hezbollah and Hamas “pose a very particular
threat to Israel but also a very special dilemma,”
said Natan Sachs, a fellow at the Center for
Middle East Policy at the Brookings Institution.

“Both groups are not just terrorist organizations, but also very large
political parties, which control territory adjacent to Israel,” he told
JNS.org. “They have long traditions and complex political and military sit-
uations.”

Dr. Boaz Ganor, co-founder and executive director of the International
Institute for Counter-Terrorism at the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) in
Herzliya, Israel, calls Hamas and Hezbollah “hybrid” terrorist organiza-
tions.

“On the one hand [these organizations reflect] the real grievances of a
large public” by providing welfare services and winning elections, but “on
the other hand [they continue] executing terrorist attacks against civil-
ians,” Ganor told JNS.org.

For instance, Hamas has won Palestinian hearts by providing social ser-
vices to the population, and it was elected as the governing group of the
Gaza Strip in 2006. Hezbollah’s current leader, Hassan Nasrallah, was
also a member of the al-Dawa al-Islamiya movement in Lebanon, which
subsequently evolved into a political party under Hezbollah that has 12
seats in the Lebanese parliament. Islamic State is on the path to adopting
a similar strategy, Ganor believes.

Until just more than a year ago, only four countries classified Hezbollah
as a terrorist organization. This changed only after Hezbollah’s presumed
involvement in the 2012 terrorist bombing of a tour bus carrying Israelis
in Burgas. But even the European Union’s change of Hezbollah’s status
only classified the “military wing” of the group, and not the entire entity,
as a terrorist organization.

Given their reluctance to classify terror groups as such, many countries
will find themselves “quickly dealing with the same dilemma with regard
to the Islamic State, the [Syrian] al-Nusra Front, and other groups,” Ganor
said.

Israel’s strategy on Hamas and Hezbollah
According to Ilan Berman, vice president of the American Foreign Policy

Council (AFPC), “the Israeli government is selling Operation Protective
Edge as a strategic tie,” but the reality is “that Hamas has gotten a lot of
benefit out of the conflict, too.” 

Hamas initiated this summer’s conflict as a cry for help, because the
group was bankrupt and felt abandoned by its traditional patrons, Iran and
Egypt. Hamas’s unity government with Fatah was supposed to be an equal
partnership, but Hamas ended up becoming a junior partner, not receiv-

ing legitimate consideration for cabinet posts.
Therefore, the conflict was meant to show that Hamas
is a “force to be reckoned with,” Berman told JNS.org.

When it comes to dealing with a hybrid terrorist orga-
nization like Hamas, “military action, as important as it
is, does not eliminate the organization,” said IDC’s
Ganor.

“It might hurt or temporarily disable the organiza-
tions’ military capability, but these organizations are
already based and rooted inside the society where they
live and whom they pretend to represent,” he said.

For several years, the Israeli government has avoided
calls to overthrow Hamas and has preferred a policy of
containment through a series of blockades, with the
hope that Gazans would overthrow the terror organiza-
tion. Additionally, Israel fears that Hamas could be
replaced by a more radical terror group or that it would
be forced to reoccupy Gaza, which it unilaterally evac-
uated in 2005. 

“By containing Hamas, through the enforcement of a
blockade, Israel hoped that the people of Gaza would
overthrow Hamas,” Sachs said. But despite being finan-
cially weakened and internationally isolated, Hamas

has proved resourceful, and Israel “should have no illusions that Hamas
will disappear anytime soon,” said the Brookings analyst.

Ganor believes this summer’s conflict was a historic opportunity for
Israel to defeat Hamas without the involvement of Hezbollah and the tacit
support of Arab nations. This would have only been possible with a
ground operation that led to the takeover of large territories–not necessar-
ily the whole Gaza Strip, but large parts of it. The summer conflict, accord-
ing to Ganor, presented “a collection of situations that has not existed
before and I’m not sure will be [there for Israel] in the future.” 

The vacuum resulting from the defeat of Hamas would not necessarily
be filled with groups such as Islamic State. Sachs is in favor of bringing
Mahmoud Abbas’s Palestinian Authority (PA) back to power in Gaza, as
the PA has largely cooperated with Israel on policing the West Bank and
thwarting terrorism there. Since Hamas is designated as a terrorist organi-
zation by the U.S., EU, Israel, and Egypt, donor countries will only work
with the PA to provide funding and materials to rebuild Gaza. 

“One way to do that would be not to oppose so vociferously Palestinian
unity, which would allow Fatah to have more of a stronghold in Gaza,”
Sachs said.

This summer’s conflict also highlighted a shortfall in the Iron Dome mis-
sile defense system. AFPC’s Berman said Israeli defense officials have told
him that the rockets shot by Hamas were harder for the Iron Dome to
intercept because they were poorly constructed and tilted side to side
when flying, as opposed to the more direct flight of Iraqi scuds during the
Gulf War.

This has led to fast-tracking the production of David’s Sling, a new
defense system designed to intercept larger, longer-range, and cruder
rockets, as well as cruise missiles. David’s Sling is especially important
with regard to Hezbollah, which has at least 100,000 rockets–10 times as
many as Hamas–including thousands of long-range missiles that carry up
to a ton of warheads and are hidden in deep underground bunkers with-
in Lebanon, according to IDF estimates.

“Hezbollah is a very capable organization, and whenever its finds itself
free from the Syrian civil war, it will see Israel again as its prime target,”
Sachs said.

According to a recent IDF assessment, Hezbollah could capture a few
northern Israeli towns such as Rosh Hanikra for several hours until they
are dislodged. But for now, “the Israelis are trying to be very quiet with
respect to Hezbollah because Hezbollah is fighting and dying in Syria,
and when your enemy is doing something like that, you don’t want to dis-
tract him,” Berman said.

Israel’s strategy on Islamic State
Islamic State has exploded onto the scene in the Middle East through

sheer terror as well as a shrewd military and political strategy. Forming out
of the remnants of al-Qaeda in Iraq, the terror group took advantage of the
chaos of the Syrian civil war and political instability in Iraq to take over
large swathes of territory, and began administering medieval-style Islamic
justice to anyone who stood in their way. 

“When they arrived at cities and villages [in Iraq], the military forces just
fled and left their equipment there,” Ganor said.

Yet none of the experts consulted by JNS.org believes Israel is a prima-
ry target for Islamic State at the moment, which means the Jewish state
may not need to be at the helm of the current battle against the group.

“There’s a huge difference between an Islamic State flag being waved on
the Temple Mount and an actual, operational cell that exists in the Gaza
Strip. In Israel, you’re seeing the former but not the latter,” Berman said.

Nevertheless, there have been indications that Israel is interested in join-
ing the 10-nation coalition against Islamic State, which is being led by the
U.S.

While Israel’s inclusion in the coalition is possible, “it’s going to be a
hard sell,” Berman said. Specifically, Israel may be a liability for the U.S.,
which is trying
to build a coali-
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From left to right, the flags of terror
groups Hamas, Hezbollah, and
Islamic State. Credit: Wikimedia
Commons.

Taking on the terror trio: Israel’s strategy vs. Hamas, Hezbollah, Islamic State

Continued on page 14. See “Israel’s strategy”.



By BERNIE BELLAN
Before I begin to report on the main sub-

ject of this piece, I’d like to mention that the
guest speaker for the next Kanee Lecture
was announced prior to Dr. David Koffman
delivering his talk on Thursday, September
19. It will be Ari Shavit, a writer for the left-
wing Israeli newspaper, Haaretz, and author
of “My Promised Land: The Triumph and
Tragedy of Israel”. (It’s only fitting that after
having a right-winger like Carolyn Glick this
past spring there be a left-winger like Shavit
next year.)

To return to my report on Dr. Koffman’s
two talks:

Esoteric – “intended for or likely to be
understood by only a small number of peo-
ple with a specialized knowledge or inter-
est.”

Here’s the challenge in writing about lec-
tures that would not have been of great inter-
est to most of our readers: How can one write
about them in a way that would communi-
cate the essence of the lectures in a more
interesting way than the lectures actually
were without detracting from the intent of the
lecturer?

Such was the task set out for me in report-
ing on the two lectures delivered by York
University History Professor David Koffman
on September 18 and 19. I could have turned
on a voice recorder (which, apparently is the
preferred method for some reporters) and
simply written a summary of what Koffman
had to say, using quotes from both his lec-
tures.

But, if truth be told, his material was very,
very dry. It reminded me quite a bit of the
CBC Radio program “Ideas”, which often pre-
sents long lectures on subjects that would be
of interest to only a very few diehard CBC lis-
teners. During Koffman’s second lecture,
moreover – which was on the subject of cir-
cumcision, the discussion only came alive
when the few of us who were there began to
interrupt Koffman with questions and com-
ments. Given that half the audience at that
lecture was also made up of university pro-
fessors, it was often more interesting to hear
those professors’ observations, especially
Haskell Greenfield’s (Haskell is not only a
world-renowned archaeologist, he is also the
acting coordinator of the Judaic Studies pro-
gram at the University of Manitoba) than
Koffman’s. In some ways it was far more illu-
minating  to hear those other profs, including
U of W History prof Dan Stone and Judaic
Studies prof Justin Jaron Lewis offer their
insights, than it was to listen to Koffman’s
delivery of a 50-minute written lecture. 

Both of his lectures reminded me so much
of why I often dreaded attending lectures in
university: “Why not just give the students
your lecture to read?” I would often ask
myself – or at least try to break it up with
some active interchanges with your audience.

So, with that off my chest, what was the
essence of what Koffman had to say? I don’t
think you’d be surprised to learn there was no
connection between a lecture on ‘Immigrant
Jews and “Native Curios” ‘, which was the
subject of the Thursday evening, September
18 lecture in the Berney Theatre, and
“Circumcision: The western world’s 200 year
debate”, which was the subject of Koffman’s
second lecture on Friday, September 19, in
the ancient Tier Building at the University of
Manitoba.

That second lecture though seemed to give
license to more than the usual puns involving
the words “cut”, “end” and so forth. There
were also some fascinating insights – given
impromptu by Koffman, when he finally devi-
ated from his notes to talk about something I
had never before heard of, which is the
Catholic “Feast of Circumcision”. (More
about this later.)

The connection between Jewish 
traders and “native curios”

To return to the first lecture: What was the
connection between Jewish traders in the 19th

Century and “Indian Curios”?
As Koffman noted, there were some 17 Jews

who listed themselves as “Indian Traders” in
the Victoria, British Columbia business direc-
tory in the 1860s. Why so many?

According to Koffman, “thousands of Jews”
were among the many settlers who headed
west toward the American Frontier during the
1800s. Given the propensity among many
Jews to engage in trade, it was not difficult to
imagine Jews being among the first to see the
potential of dealing in Indian artifacts of all
sorts. As well, the longstanding “merchant
role” that had been accorded Jews in Europe
“enabled Jews to move from a medieval role
to the highest economic status within one
generation” in America. That transformation
had been paved for those clever traders by
their trading and peddling forefathers in
Europe who had long been “at the cutting
edge of advancing civilizations” and who
had played decisive roles in the evolution of

“backward European Jews into
advanced nation builders.”

Nonetheless, Koffman did not
mince words in describing the
interaction between Jewish traders
and Indians (as they were referred
to in those days, long before the
terms “Natives” and “Aboriginals”
became commonly accepted) as
instances of “colonial exploita-
tion”. Even though Jews them-
selves had long suffered discrimi-
nation, Koffman described the
dealings that Jewish traders had
with Indians as an example of “the

ambiguous history of many peoples on the
margins meeting together”.

With Jews often being the first white men to
have any interactions with Indians, it wasn’t
long before Jewish businessmen saw the
potential of entering into arrangements in
such industries as furs, logging and fishing. At
one point, although Koffman’s lecture dealt
primarily with Jewish-Indian interactions
west of the Mississippi, he also alluded to
Jewish involvement in the North West
Company, which was long a rival to the
Hudson’s Bay Company in the fur industry.

Once those interactions became
entrenched, clever Jewish businessmen also
saw the potential in exploiting “Indian
curios”, which became especially popular in
America during the 1880s and 90s, according
to Koffman. Those curios consisted of almost
anything that Indians could conceivably pro-
duce, from articles of clothing to art, pottery,
and so on. They were especially popular
among the upper class salons in such cities as
Chicago and New York, where many homes
had “curio cabinets”.

It was through the production of extensive
catalogues that the Indian Curio traders mar-
keted their wares. The items for sale had no
inherent value really, beyond what people
were prepared to pay for them. As such, it
was up to the ingenuity of these Jewish
traders to develop demand for the items they
had for sale through clever but often highly
misleading marketing techniques, such as
enticing would-be-purchasers with the notion
that they would be buying artifacts from a

York U professor David Koffman delivers two lectures on esoteric subjects
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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York University History Professor DAVID
KOFFMAN (left) with  University of
Winnipeg History Professor and former
Jewish Heritage Centre President DAN
STONE

Continued on page 12. See “David
Koffman”.
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Gray Academy unveils new “Buddy Bench”
The Gray Academy unveiled a

new project on Monday, Sept-
ember 15 when it introduced a
“Buddy Bench” for students in the
early grades.

Here is how Gray Academy
Joyce Kerr explained the Buddy
Bench in an e-mail sent to all par-
ents of children in K-6:

Marcelo Mohadeb (Elementary
Guidance Counsellor) and Morris
Henoch have been working
together over the past few months
on this new project.

The goal of the “Buddy Bench”
is to foster friendship and inclusion
among our students at recess.

The Buddy Bench is a place
where students can come when
they do not have plans for recess
but do want to be included in
some form of activity.

The bench is a “safe go to place”
for others to see that students want
to be invited and included in a
recess activity.

The idea behind the Buddy Bench comes from the inspiration of a
2nd grader named Christian Buck, who saw a problem in his elemen-
tary school and had an incredible idea to do something about it. He
brought the idea of the Buddy Bench to his school as a bench to be
placed in the playground for anyone that needed a friend.

“They’re not just benches, They are tools to help teach our youngest
students how to be good citizens, kind friends and to be welcoming
to all people and that’s all right at the heart of what we do.”

Morris Henoch personally designed a
“Rainbow” bench that was presented to the
school on September 15. 

Prior to the unveiling of the bench, K – Gr.
6 students attended a short assembly to intro-
duce the program.

Each class also created a “Pledge” poster
for their commitment to the Buddy Bench.

The poster will be displayed in the classroom. 
In addition, Each class JK – Gr. 4 will also receive the book Rainbow

Of Friends by P.K. Hallinan to be placed in the class library.
The books have been donated by the Henoch Family.
We know this project will continue to reinforce inclusiveness which

is expected when students are at recess.
The Buddy Bench is a constant reminder to include, be fair and be

kind. A perfect recipe for building empathy.

Bench before painting.

MORRIS HENOCH  (left) and MARCELO MOHADEB
Together they brought the idea to fruition.
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
The Yiddish poet Itzik Manger (1901-1969) wrote his own personal, comic, and sub-

versive interpretations of biblical stories. Manger who was born in a poor family was not
versed in Hebrew and visualized the biblical characters as simple Yiddish speaking Jews.
In the poem “the Binding of Itzik” it is the grandfather who is dying a natural death and
not the young Isaac. In poems about Adam and Eve the forefathers of the nation are
described as little children playing in the Garden of Eden when God is not paying atten-
tion. Manger’s message is humanistic: God demands yet people live. Isn’t this a good way
to begin the new Jewish year?

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

years – after
which some of the
families move
their children into

the public school system.
(As an Israeli who has been in Winnipeg

pointed out to this writer some months ago,
Israelis who come here aren’t familiar with the
concept of having to pay for Jewish education
for their children - or for synagogue member-
ship – because in a Jewish state, both are free.)

Paul reports that the 2014-15 Grade 12 class
numbers just 22 students – one third less than
last year – but, he adds, this cohort are been
smaller throughout its years in the school.

The smaller numbers (60) enroled in the
junior kindergarten and kindergarten classes he
attributes to the market crash in 2008 and
2009. “It seems that fewer babies were born in
those years,” he notes. “Kindergarten numbers
are down throughout the city. More recently,
there seems to have been a resurgence of baby
births in the community.”

On the positive side, the school’s internation-
al program, now in its fifth year, is continuing
to grow. “We have six students this year in our
high school from Mexico, Brazil and, for the
first time, the United States, and we are expect-
ing another two or three later in the year,” he
says.

The interna-
tional students
come here for
a year to study
and live with
host families. 

The Gray
A c a d e m y ’s
losses have, to
some extent,
m e a n t
i n c r e a s e d
enrolment for
the Hebrew
Bilingual pro-
gram at Brock
C o r y d o n
Public School.
With a student
body (in the
Hebrew program) of 173 this year, the Brock
Corydon Hebrew Bilingual program is almost
back to where it was four years ago when
enrolment was at 180 students. Enrolment had
dropped to as low as 122 in the 2012-2013
school year. “We are still registering new stu-
dents,” says Brock Corydon Principal Ara
Morris. “We have quite a few new students
from Jewish immigrant families – some of
whom are in the English program rather than
the bilingual side.”

Morris notes that Chabad has brought its sho-
far factory to the school already and that Cantor
Anibal Mass from the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue will be coming into the school
biweekly to sing with the students.

While the Hebrew Bilingual program at
Brock Corydon is thriving, the same unfortu-
nately can’t be said for the original Hebrew
Bilingual program in north Winnipeg. That pro-
gram, which has been housed at Margaret Park
School in the Seven Oaks School Division in
north Winnipeg for the past few years, is being
wound down due to a rapidly declining enrol-
ment over the past several years.

Where the program at its peak had 180 stu-
dents enroled, this year there are only 19. The
school held its community Passover seder last
April. Currently, the Jewish students are inte-
grated into regular classes and come out for
specific blocks of time for Hebrew instruction.

Enrolment
Continued from page 1.

The school’s inter-
national program,

now in its fifth year,
is continuing to

grow. “We have six
students this year in

our high school
from Mexico, Brazil

and, for the first
time, the United

States, and we are
expecting another

two or three later in
the year.”



“culture that
would soon be
lost” – compar-
ing those arti-

facts to artifacts from other “dying or dead civ-
ilizations”.

Continuing in this decidedly unsentimental
tone, Koffman did not mince words in describ-
ing these Jewish traders as playing instrumen-
tal roles in the colonization of Indian tribes. It
was not only these “curio traders”, he noted,
who were eager to exploit naïve Indians, Jews
had been quite willing and “powerful agents of
colonialism” of the British, the French, and the
Dutch – the three groups that dominated the
settlement of what became Canada and the
United States.

Three of the characteristics that could be
used to describe the pattern of white interac-
tion with Indians, Koffman suggested, were
“sex, violence, and money”. Jews were no different than any other
group, he noted, in how they regarded Indians, who were seen as ripe
targets for exploitation. 

In response to a question from the audience about how Indians felt
about Jews, Koffman admitted that there isn’t “much material avail-
able” on that subject. Generally, he noted, Indians tended to distin-
guish between those white who were intended on “missionizing”
among them, and those who weren’t. Where those whites came from
was pretty much “meaningless” to the Indians with whom there was
interaction.

Koffman noted that there were large patterns of Jewish settlement in
Nebraska and New Mexico, for instance, but not in Wyoming or
Colorado. Finally, while Jews did form significant alliances with
African-Americans – with both groups identifying as marginalized and
discriminated against, Koffman pointed to the lack of Jewish-Native
alliances as an indication that natives did not regard Jews as any sort
of a distinct group.

Part II: Koffman’s talk on circumcision
While his lecture on “Indian Curios” may have been heavy, as I

noted previously, it was almost inevitable that Dr. Koffman’s lecture on
circumcision was going to be “cutting edge” - often “arousing”. As
Prof. Haskell Greenfield noted in introducing Koffman, he expected
that we were going to receive a few “tips”. Koffman himself said there

was no “end” to the material that he had on
the subject.

So, you can immediately deduce that
there was going to be a sort of sophomoric
tone attached to this lecture. In fact, I know
I angered Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, the Jewish
Federation’s Planning Director, when I sug-
gested that Jews are popular as male porn
stars because the porn industry prefers cir-
cumcised performers. “How do you know
that?” Faye blurted out when I made what I
thought was a particularly astute observa-
tion. Well Faye, the answer is that as a sea-
soned journalist, I thought I’d come pre-
pared for this lecture. (I didn’t want to get
into any of my “shortcomings” as a journal-
ist, however.)

But seriously folks, just as Koffman’s lec-
ture the previous night stemmed in large
part from research he had conducted into

source materials from the 1800s, his lecture on what turned out to be
changing attitudes toward circumcision focused on some major shifts
in Western thinking that began to emerge in the late 1800s. 

It was during the 1920s, however, that “circumcision began to show
a dramatic rise in popularity among the gentile population,”, Koffman
suggested. At the same time, beginning in New York State in 1924,
“mohels” were now required to be certified by a state governing
authority – a “Brit Milah Board”.

As the demand for circumcision among the non-Jewish population
began to grow and, as the boundaries that had existed for thousands
of years between the religious and the secular begin to erode, with the
state now intervening in the practice of circumcision, there was a
backlash from among Jewish religious leaders decrying this new form
of state intrusion into what had been both a private and a purely reli-
gious practice.

“The penis, con-
cealed in public,
remained a key sign
of Jewishness,”
Koffman observed. It
has been referred to
as “the cut that
binds” within tradi-
tional Jewish obser-
vance. By removing
this fundamentally
distinguishing char-
acteristic between
Jews and Gentiles
and subjecting it to
the same regulation
as any other medical
procedure, was
Jewish tradition or
identity threatened?

Not at all, it turned
out. “Mohels
embraced the new

Gray Academy student wins award

Grade 12 Gray Academy student MISSY
MINUK is this year’s recipient of the Mina
Rosner Human Rights Award, given annually
to the Manitoba high school student who
writes the best essay on the subject of
human rights. In the picture above Missy is
presented with her award by CECIL
ROSNER, son of the late Mina Rosner.
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YURI KLAZ
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

CONCERT 1 
......................

Psalm and Song: 
Choral Music of Jewish Composers
Sunday, October 19, 2014, 3:00 p.m. 
Congregation Shaarey Zedek
561 Wellington Crescent
Guest Artists: Richard Turner (harp), Wes Elias (organ), 
Victoria Sparks (percussion), Dan Peasgood (countertenor)

Featuring the Canadian premiere of Songs in A Time of War by
Winnipeg composer Sid Robinovitch. Also on the program are
Chichester Psalms (Leonard Bernstein) and selections from Songs
from Shakespeare (Harry Freedman), American Folk Songs (Aaron
Copland), and Sing Unto the Lord a New Song (Srul Irving Glick).

www.winnipegsingers.com
.......................................................................
Shaarey Zedek members: reserve your tickets at the 
Synagogue office to receive discount prices. 204-452-3711.......................................................................

SID
ROBINOVITCH

WISHING YOU & YOUR FAMILY A WONDERFUL 

YOM KIPPUR & HAPPY SUKKOT!

Josh Kass - Owner & Franchisee
The UPS Store #401 - Crossroads Station Plaza
Unit #1-1596 Regent Avenue West, Winnipeg, MB, R2C 4H4
Tel: 204.661.6900 | Fax: 204.661.6850
store401@theupsstore.ca | www.TheUPSStore.ca/401 

Bring your

with our

Canvas Printing
Life

Hometo

Mention this ad and receive
15% off Canvas Printing

Some restrictions may apply.

YOM KIPPUR & HAPPY SUKKOT!
WISHING YOU & YOUR FAMILY A WONDERFUL WISHING YOU & YOUR FAMILY A WONDERFUL 

R & HAPPY SUKKOT

store401@theupsstore.ca | www.TheUPSStore.ca/401 
Tel: 204.661.6900 | Fax: 204.661.6850
Unit #1-1596 Regent Avenue West, Winnipeg, MB, R2C 4H4
The UPS Store #401 - Crossroads Station Plaza
Josh Kass - Owner & Franchisee

Unit #1-1596 Regent Avenue West, Winnipeg, MB, R2C 4H4

U of  M acting Judaic Studies Coordinator (and
Professor of Archaeology) HASKELL
GREENFIELD ((left) with York U. History
Professor DAVID KOFFMAN

David Koffman
Continued from page 9. 

Continued on page
14. See “David
Koffman”.



Documentary on four Holocaust survivors to be shown at Berney Theatre 
By BERNIE BELLAN

For filmmaker Randy Guest, making a film about four
Holocaust survivors was something that touched him on
so many different levels. “I wanted to do my part as a Jew
to keep this story alive,” Guest says.

While the Holocaust is undoubtedly the single-most
written about subject in history – and there have been
umpteen films, both fiction and non-fiction on the subject,
there seems to be no shortage of fresh perspective to bear
on what will have to go down as the darkest period, not
only in the history of Jews, but of mankind in general.

“Under One Roof” is the compelling story of two sets of
sisters whose names are well-known in our Jewish com-
munity: Betty Kirshner (née Shragge) and her sister
Carmella Shragge Finkel; and Regina Frankel and Rachel
Fink (both née Rubinfeld).

Through a combination of interviews with each of the
sisters (shot as pairs sitting side by side), along with clips
featuring Belle Jarniewski, Dr. James Christie, and Gina
Chodirker (Carmella’s daughter), and with scenes from the
Second World War – including some original footage and some very
well done re-enactments, Randy Guest has created a most compelling
film.

He explains that the film is now available on MTS on Command as
part of that cable company’s “Stories from Home” series, which is avail-
able to any MTS TV subscriber. “I had negotiated with MTS to do a doc-
umentary on a non-Jewish subject”, but for a number of reasons that
project fell through, Guest notes.

As events transpired though, the idea of making “Under One Roof”
began to appeal to him. “I had known Betty Kirshner for a very long
time,” Guest says. “I also went to school (Talmud Torah) with Sheldon
(Fink) and knew Shayla (Posen, née Fink) as well.”

Earlier in his filmmaking career Guest says, he had been making short
fictional films, but as time progressed he found that his focus had turned
more to making “more personal stories.” As well, he adds, “I was deter-
mined to do a story about my Jewish faith.”

Now 53 years old, Guest says that “I’ve been a film geek all my life.”
“As I’ve grown as a human being and become a father,” he notes, “I’ve

become more passionate about” the more intimate stories that have

been the subjects of his more recent films.
As a result, making “Under One Roof” became a project

that was dear to Guest’s heart. “I wanted to do a documen-
tary about survivors who had been in hiding,” he says and,
with the inevitable march of time, he wanted to do it while
there were still some among the diminishing number of sur-
vivors who would be able to tell their stories.

As well, the opportunity to compare “two sets of sisters”,
which is one of the themes of this film, presented itself with
both the Shragge and Rubinfeld sets of sisters living in
Winnipeg.

The actual interviews with the sisters took place over a
seven-day period in 2012, and other parts of the film,
including re-enactments of Second World War scenes (that
are extremely well done, by the way) were shot over a three-
month period that same year. While normally the editing
process wouldn’t have taken quite as long as it did, due to
some unforeseen circumstances, the film was not actually
available for broadcast on MTS TV until December, 2013.

While the interviews with the sisters tend to explain their
respective stories in chronological sequence, beginning with their child-
hoods in France (for the Rubinfelds) and Poland (the Shragges), I told
Guest that I found some of the story a little confusing. I wondered
whether having a narrator to bridge some of the scenes might have been
helpful to the viewer. (Also, I thought that it might have placed some of
the interviews with Belle Jarniewski, James Christie, and Gina Chodirker
in some sort of better context.) Guest indicated that he’s quite open to
suggestions how the film might have been improved.

I also said to him that I had so many questions to ask of the sisters
about the time they all spent in hiding. 

Luckily, on October 22 there will be a question and answer session
following the showing of the film during which audience members will
be able to interact, not only with the four women, but with Randy Guest
himself. That should allow for a very interesting discussion about the
harrowing experiences that not only the four subjects of “Under One
Roof” went through, but every single Holocaust survivor as well.
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The Jewish Heritage Centre 
and

Tooz a Crowd Productions

Invite you to a viewing of

VOICES OF FOUR HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
Co-produced by Tooz a Crowd Productions 

and 
Mts Allstream Inc.

Executive Producer: Kyle Bornais
Producer/Director: Randy Guest

Featuring
• RACHEL FINK • CARMELA SHRAGGE FINKEL

• REGINE FRANKEL • BETTY KIRSHNER
and

• BELLE JARNIEWSKI

Wednesday, October 22 @ 7:00pm

Berney Theatre
Asper Jewish Community Campus

123 Doncaster Street

Reception to follow
For further information:

Randy Guest @ (204) 223 – 0556 or rg31film@gmail.com

Stan Carbone, (204) 477 – 7467  or  scarbone@jhcwc.org

RANDY GUEST: “I
wanted to do my
part as a Jew to keep
this story alive.”



science of circumcision”, Koffman
claimed. They readily accepted the
standards that were instituted by the
new state authority. In fact, some

mohels began to be allowed to perform circumcisions in hospitals,
although there is no uniform standard that dictates where that is per-
missible. While there is a distinction between the practice of “brit
milah” and circumcision as a medical procedure, essentially the dif-
ference is spiritual rather than medical.

Why did circumcision bcome popular among Gentiles?
What factors led to the widespread adoption of circumcision in

Canada and the United States, whereas previously it was almost non-
existent among non-Jews?

According to Koffman, circumcision had been made taboo in the
Christian Church by Paul, Jesus’s disciple, who banned the practice as
one of the first acts that would allow the distinguishing of Jews from
Christians. Jesus, however, had been circumcised, according to Luke,
Chapter 2, Verse 21. Apparently until quite recently in fact, the date of
January 1 was observed within the Roman Catholic Church as the
“Feast of Circumcision”, celebrating Jesus’s circumcision.

Under Paul, however, baptism of the infant child became the substi-
tute for circumcision, as the “physical” act was replaced with a more
“spiritual” one. Circumcision was regarded with such antipathy by
Christians as time developed that, Koffman noted, “hundreds of
medieval artists painted Jews as uncircumcised”. Circumcision among
Jews began to be associated with Jews’ “carnality”.

Beginning in the mid 1800s though, new theories about the utility of
circumcision began to develop, especially in America. For instance,
within the psychiatric community, the notion that “circumcision could

thwart the masturba-
tion impulse” began
to catch on and
some, such as
Harvey Kellogg) the
founder of Kellogg
cereals), further pro-
mulgated the notion
that circumcision
could stanch ten-
dencies toward
homosexuality.

It was also thought
to ward off tubercu-
losis and syphilis,
which led to circum-
cision being widely
practiced, unwilling-
ly mind you, among
many new immi-
grants to America.
Of course, with the

advent of thorough scientific investigation into the practice during the
20th Century a much more thorough examination of the benefits of cir-
cumcision did lead to the conclusion that it had clear benefits in lead-
ing to the prevention of certain sexually transmitted diseases, includ-
ing AIDs, as well as cervical cancer among women, urinary tract
infections and penile cancer.

By the 1960s however, a backlash against what had become a very
common procedure among the majority of Americans and Canadians
began to develop, with the foremost concern being the infant’s pain.
Simultaneous with criticisms of Jewish ritual slaughter practices, cir-
cumcision began to be regarded as a barbaric ritual among certain
groups objecting to it. Koffman suggested that four important ques-
tions arose out of this debate over circumcision:

1.Is it a form of child abuse?
2. To what degree is the state required to exercise tolerance of cer-

tain religious practices – not only among Jews, but Mormons, or even
Catholics, for that matter?

3. Should circumcision be regarded as an international health pro-
ject in less developed parts of the world, especially Africa?

4. Should a male adult’s pleasure take precedence over a child’s pain
(if it is true that a circumcised penis affords a man more pleasure)?
Koffman noted that there is very little attention paid to an infant’s pain
in any Jewish commentaries on circumcision.

At that point in the discussion I interjected with a question about the
origins of circumcision within the Jewish tradition. I wondered
whether the ancient Hebrews might have had any surrounding mem-
bers from whom they might have borrowed the rite.

It was helpful having Haskell Greenfield present, as he was able to
offer the following insight: There is no evidence that any peoples in
the Mesopotamian region practiced circumcision, but there is archae-
ological proof that it was practiced among the ancient Egyptians. (The
evidence has been found on paintings, Greenfield noted. When some-
one asked him whether any mummies have been examined to see
whether they were circumcised, he admitted that he didn’t know the
answer to that question, but suggested it was a very interesting ques-
tion.)

Greenfield went on to note that the ancient Egyptians circa 2500-
2400 BCE practiced circumcision using stone tools and that the Bible
refers to Moses’s sons being circumcised by stone knives around that
time. Finally, Greenfield said, the fact that Abraham went to Egypt dur-
ing a time of famine lends credence to the notion that the practice of
circumcision was borrowed from the Egyptians.

Yet, as David Koffman noted at the end of his lecture, circumcision
among Jews is regarded as a symbol of “self sacrifice”, and that what-
ever scientific claims might be advanced that would purport to show
the medical advantages of circumcision are entirely secondary to the
spiritual reasons.

tion out of Arab states that mostly do not have
relations with Israel.

“Israel is not going to get involved in any
airstrikes or sending troops in, and I don’t
believe that it should,” Sachs said.

But Israel can act in other ways. A senior
Israel Defense Forces officer recently quoted
by Haaretz confirmed that Israel is providing
intelligence to the U.S. on Islamic State,
including satellite imagery.

Israel also needs “to develop a different mil-
itary doctrine from the doctrine of dealing
with Arab armies, a doctrine of dealing with
insurgency that’s based on the capabilities of
special units and penetrating operations,”
Ganor told JNS.org.

If Islamic State reaches Jordan or Lebanon,
“things can change very rapidly” and “you’re
going to see very quickly a lot of coordination
against the Islamic State,” even between Israel
and Fatah [Abbas’s party], explained Berman,
who added the disclaimer that he is “just not
seeing that yet because the threat is still con-
ceptual.”

Islamic State could also become a threat to
other Middle East countries such as Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf states, Turkey, and Iran. 

“When you speak today with decision-mak-
ers and security sources, you get the feeling
that Iran… is ‘the devil we know’ and ‘the
enemy of my enemy is my friend,’” said Ganor,
who believes that attitude is a big mistake. 

“When Europe and the U.S. wake up from
their dream… they will realize that it is a
nightmare because ‘the enemy of our enemy is
a bigger enemy of ours,’” he added.
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Happy

1040 Waverley Street / 989-7277
Showroom hours:
Monday, Friday & Saturday     9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday              9 am - 6 pm
Thursday                                    9 am - 8 pm

SUKKOT

David Koffman
Continued from page 12. 

Israel’s Strategy (Continued from page 8)



Asper recalled the day
in April (the 17th), 2003,
when Israel Asper partic-
ipated in the ground
breaking ceremony for
the museum at the Forks.
“Sadly, four months later,
our father was taken
from us,” she said. “Our
family had a huge deci-
sion to make – to contin-
ue with this project or
abandon it. We decided
to carry on as our father would have wanted.”

(She also expressed sadness that her mother, Babs Asper, did not live
to see this day. Babs Asper passed away three years ago.)

Asper also recognized the efforts of her brothers, David and Leonard,
and thanked her husband, Michael Paterson, and sons, Stephen and
Jonathan, for their ongoing support. She saved special praise for Prime
Minister Stephen Harper whose decision seven years ago to accept the
museum as a national museum – the first outside of Ottawa – was the
final piece of the puzzle. That decision commits the Federal
Government to fund the museum’s annual operating costs.

Speaking for the Federal Government, the Honourable Shelley Glover,
the Member of Parliament for St. Boniface and Minister of Canadian
Heritage and Official Languages, saluted Gail Asper and her brothers for
their successful effort to turn their father’s dream into reality.

“This is the first national museum to be built outside the Capital
Region and the first museum in the world solely devoted to human
rights,” she reiterated. “I am proud to say that, through the leadership of
Prime Minister Stephen Harper, the Federal Government is a key part-
ner in this project.”

Glover noted that the museum will be shining a light on the darker
areas of Canada’s history. “It is the mark of a great country that we can
acknowledge past wrongs and try to learn from our mistakes.

“This museum is a once-in-a-lifetime achievement.”
Manitoba Premier Greg Selinger added that the museum “challenges

us to learn about the importance of human rights and do something
about it”. He also praised the Asper Family and Prime Minister Harper
for his decision to make this a national museum - with the ongoing fed-
eral support that decision entails.

He added that Manitoba’s history makes our city the right place for a
museum of this kind – noting that Manitoba has been a leader in French
language rights, Metis rights and women’s rights as well as more recent
anti-bullying legislation.

Winnipeg Mayor Sam Katz described the museum as a “beacon of
hope that we have all built together. The stories inside,” he said, “are the
stories of all of us, of where we came from and how we got here.

Hopefully, this muse-
um will teach us how
we can move for-
ward together.”

Canada’s Governor
General David
Johnston expressed
the hope that all
Canadians will be
able to come and
experience the new
museum. “I wish that
every Canadian child
has the opportunity
to visit this outstand-
ing place,” he said.

The morning cere-
mony began with
blessings from elders
representing the
Anishanabe, Metis
and Inuit peoples.
I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y -
known Canadian
songstress Ginette
Reno sang our
national anthem.
Interspersed between
the speeches were
performances by
local singing sensa-
tion Maria Aragon

(accompanied by the
Highlights Performing
Group) and a group
called The Four Tenors
with fiddle player
Sierra Noble finishing
things up.

The only sour note
for the morning (other
than a grey sky and
periods of rain) were a
small number of noisy
demonstrators outside
including some
Aboriginal People
demanding a Federal
Government inquiry
into missing and mur-
dered Aboriginal women and a small number of Palestinians (even
though this museum is not a Jewish museum and has nothing to do with
Israel).

By any measure, the opening of the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights is a tremendous success story which will have the intended pos-
itive impact on Canadians and people all around the world for many
years to come.
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Sunday, October 12 | 2:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Multi-Purpose Room, Rady JCC

Explore different family sukkot in this amazing adventure as 
you hop from Sukkah to Sukkah looking for fun clues!

Refreshments and Prizes! | $5 per family

Register by Tuesday October 7 at www.radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7510 
For more information about this program contact

Laura Marjovsky at lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7539

Sukkot Car Rally

Sunday:Sukkot 
The Amazing

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

  

 
 

Museum
Continued from page 1.

Members of the Rusalka Dancers and Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble at the opening festivities for the new museum Sept. 20

Jordan Nepon photo

A scene from one of the four out of 11
galleries that was open to the public the
weekend of September 20-21.
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The alabaster walls that line the ramps of
the museum are breathtakingly beautiful.



David Keam of Best Sleep Centre (“You’ll find us!”) 
owes much to the late Paul Silver and  Max Todres

By DAVID KEAM
Twenty-one years ago Best Sleep Centre

was started with two electric adjustable
beds on the back of a 1/4 ton truck. Prior to
starting BSC I worked for Craftmatic
adjustable beds out of Burlington, Ont. I
traveled western Canada selling adjustable
beds with a portable DVR and a dog bed
sized mattress sample. The price I was
charging was $2600 for the cheapest unit
and, of course, if you bought right now you would receive a free TV or
a $250 discount in lieu of the “free” TV.

I traveled the country selling this product, but cheques started com-
ing late and the promised Winnipeg store never seemed to open. Then
one day I got a phone call - or, to be more precise: Craftmatic did. It
was from a gentleman named Max Todres. Max owned a company by
the name of Summit Bedding, along with his partner, Paul Silver. Both
had been in the bedding industry in Manitoba for many years. 

The phone call went something like this, I was told: ”Send me your
best salesman. I want to buy one of your products and if you send a
‘shmuck’, I won’t buy.” (I just learned recently what that means and
I’m still laughing out loud.)  

I flew in from an Alberta sales trip where I was literally sleeping on
the floors of rented
rooms in homes that
I was paying for out
of my own pocket. I
can’t remember how
I even found those
places, but I remem-
ber sleeping on the
floor in sleeping
bags and cot mat-
tresses - and Max
was my first appoint-
ment that fateful day. 

I pulled up to a
nice home in the
nicest part of the old
North End - nothing
fancy, but the type of
home people who
cared lived in. At
that point I had been
in the in-home sales
business of one sort
or another for over
10 years, and I could
tell this was going to
be a nice call. I
thought to myself:
“This is a home of
people who could
afford and were
probably old

enough to need the product I was
offering.” 

I rang the doorbell but Max
wasn’t home, his wife Suan told
me. I started  to dig politely for
information about who the bed
was for and what size Susan and Max might need for their home - but
Susan shut me down flat. “This bed has nothing to do with me”, she
told me. “It’s Max’s project and he’ll be home soon.” 

Well, that wasn’t good. One of the rules of in-home retail sales is: ”If
both partners aren’t going to ‘sit’, you leave and we’ll find you anoth-
er call.” No matter what one partner says about his or her  interest in
a product, in the end the sitting partner will say: “I have to talk to”
(whoever is the not present partner) and, therefore, “you’re wasting
your time. Leave!” 

But, I’ve never liked arbitrary rules - so I stayed and waited for Max,
sitting alone somewhere in the kitchen or living room while Susan
went about her business - waiting for Max, all the while hearing in my
mind the arbitrary rule: “Leave!” 

Max entered the house and right away, after the meet and greet, I
again asked if Susan would be joining us. “No!” Max said, “this is for
me. She’s not interested. Are you going to show me or not?” 

Into the presentation I started and 20 minutes into an hour-long
spiel, Max said: “Thank you very much. I’ve seen enough. I don’t want
your product - I want you! I own my own bedding company - Restonic
Mattress, and I want you to sell my product for me. I’lll supply you
with the adjustable beds and the mattresses and a showroom space in
my showroom and you start your own business and sell my product.” 

“Ok, this is interesting”, is my first thought. It makes sense now why
Susan had no interest and I’m glad the arbitrary rule was broken.

Remember: Paycheques had started coming late and the promised
store was nowhere visible on the horizon, so I said to Max (who in a
very short period of time I had grown to be impressed by): ”I’ll pray
about this and let you know”. He said “fine” and I left his home. 

I didn’t go anywhere. I sat in my S15 and prayed. All I’ll say is this
non-audible answer came back: “This is what I have for you.”  I went
back to the door, knocked, and told Max I was in. 

It was as simple as that. I had a large list of potential clients who
would not buy from photos and samples and had said to me: “I’ll buy
if I can see it.” Max and his partner, Paul Silver, and I set up the two
beds in a 10/10 space in their 100/60 warehouse showroom at 94
Paramount Rd. and off I went calling the list of customers who, in the

past year, had said: “Show me the product
and I’ll buy!” 

Now, the nice thing about this partnership
was: I could show people the product - a
much better product than the one I had been
selling previously, I would soon come to
learn, and I could sell it for $1100 less per
unit without giving away the free TV - and
make more money not flying from province
to province with a DVR and dry ice smoke
rising from my video program. 

I went about my business and Summit
Bedding went about theirs. I bought and sold
products from Paul and Max and all was
well. One day, about six months into the ven-
ture, Max was traveling in Saskatchewan,
wholesaling mattresses when I got the news
that he’d passed away. I can’t say I knew the
man. I can just say that he had one of the
most  profound effects on my life - and on my
family’s life, of anyone in this world simply
by his making a phone call and having an
idea. I still treat all Todreses related in any

16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 1, 2014

Business news

Happy Sukkot to the
 Jewish Community

from

1400 McPhillips Street.   Winnipeg, MB R2V 4G6
Ph: 697-1400 • Fax: 697-2878

Toll Free 1-800-465-1400
www.jimgauthierchev.com
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DAVID KEAM: “21 years later
it’s been a long and mostly
enjoyable ride. “

The late PAUL SILVER 
He and the late Max Todres sup-
plied Keam with mattresses
from their Summit Bedding fac-
tory.

Continued on next page.



way to Max as if they’re also owners of my
business when they want mattresses. 

I went to his funeral - it was my first Jewish
funeral. 

With Max gone, Paul was without a partner
and a helper. I was asked if I wanted to
become a full 50 percent partner in the busi-
ness of Summit Bedding. 

It was an interesting question, but one I
wasn’t ready for. Again I told Paul the same
thing I had told Max in the beginning and
went to seek advice. 

The advice was very interesting to me. Most
said: “Do it, do it!” It was an interesting offer:
$150K value on the business and my price for
half was $75K. I would pay nothing but half
of the profit of the company each year until
my $75K was paid and then,  Paul intimated:
He would retire and I could buy the other
half. 

After all the advice was in I told Paul “No, I
would not be interested in a legal partner-
ship.” I would work with him and act like a
partner and help him as he needed while I
continued to sell the electric beds, but a part-
nership was out at this time. 

It was not long before, for whatever reason,
sales at Summit stopped and the company went under. I believe it was
largely due to the large drop in the Canadian dollar going on at that
time. 

I was left with no supplier of product and no showroom to sell from
- this was the fall of 1992. Still, a lot of good had come out of being
Paul’s de facto partner. I had met all the important people involved in
the factory that manufactured the mattresses and supplied the electric
adjustable beds with which I was now making my living selling.

I contacted them and, after the dust settled, I opened my own store
on Keewatin Street on November 17th, 1993. 

We changed the way mattresses were sold in this city; we lowered
prices; invented the first 30-day comfort guarantee in Manitoba; and
we grew to seven  stores!

I can’t tell the entire life story in only a couple of pages of a news-
paper, bt I want to say this: “Twenty-one years later, it’s been a long
and mostly enjoyable ride. “

I believe we’ve been an excellent community partner. We’ve given
hundreds of thousands of dollars and products away over that time,
including to many charities over the years such as  most, if not all of
the hospitals at one time or another. As well, we’ve held boxing con-
tests in the North and West Ends , supported “Variety”- the children’s
charity, breast cancer and of, course, the YMHA Sports Dinners. 

That’s the good
part of the story -
now, the end:

We’ve successfully
competed with the
largest companies in
the world for these
21 years, but in 2013
and 2014 it just
seems the consumer
has run out of steam.
2012 was our biggest
year ever. After 19
years of straight
growth we truly
believed we would
always continue to
grow. We had a solid
consumer base and
thought: “Why not
bring in more prod-
ucts? They might buy
from us again, as
they were happy the
first time.” 

The U.S. was hav-
ing a huge downturn
from 2008 forward,
but we just never
seemed to see any of
that dowtnurn here.

But 2013 and 2014
have not been like
2012 and we need to

change again and once again reinvent the
way furniture is sold. 

We’ve been working this idea for one and a
half years.  You might have heard some of our
commercials about “crowd sourcing” on
CJOB.

But I have a problem: $3.2 million in retail
stock in my warehouse that I don’tt want to
carry through another “coldest winter in 117
years” - if it happens, and if my new idea is
to succeed the warehoused stock has to be
sold off to generate the funds to give birth to
the new idea. 

When I opened my first store in 1993 it
was, according to many, a huge risk. How
could a guy from Transcona compete with
Sears and The Brick and Leon’s and all the
established players? I just knew I could.

But now the landscape has changed again,
and if this home-grown company is going to
survive, it has to change again, roll the dice
again, and sell everything in its warehouse -
all complete bedroom and living room and
kitchen and dining room furniture, and it all
has to go this month - and it’s all at 39 percent
off!

Now: A quick refresher and I’m done. This
is the same guy who’s  held only two sales in
21 years - the same guy who has said that I

sell at the lowest price in Canada and that every sale anywhere is from
a pretend MSRP that has been going on since the day you were born!
Our prices are lower if you know what you are comparing and buy-
ing. 

I’m clearing my warehouse - 39 percent off real prices that cus-
tomers have paid me for 21 years. See - the price of quality is getting
so high that customers are more and more often ready to buy from
Ikea and toss it sooner rather than pay for solid wood and keep it for
years and maybe sell it later. My idea will bring the price of quality
furniture down to the price of pine and MDF and bring the price of
MDF down to the price of cardboard. 

I will be clearing my warehouse until the end of October. $3200
solid hardwood bedroom suites will be sold for 39 percent off for floor
models and 29 percent off for new. Then, we either start again and go
at it another 20 years  or I turn it over to my son and go into public
service because I love this province and I believe in it, too. 

Help another Winnipeg out here? This liquidation is for real and the
idea to change retail is, too.
David Keam
President,
Best Sleep Centre

Continued from previous page.
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One of the original mattresses that used to
be sold in the first Best Sleep Centre

I believe we have been an
excellent community partner;

we have given hundreds of
thousands of dollars and 

products to many.
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column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
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delandes ad #2

ESTHER TESSLER BRESLAW
1921 – 2014

Our beloved mother
and nana Esther Tessler
Breslaw celebrated her
93rd birthday on August
17 and died 15 days later,
on September 1, 2014.
Always quintessentially
Esther, she never lost her
huge spirit, her sharp in-
telligence, her hilarious
wit, her disdain for arti-
fice, her loyalty to her
friends or her devotion to

her family.
Esther was born in Winnipeg to Zlata and Alexander

Lepkin and grew up on Selkirk Avenue with her older
siblings Ben (Marion), Dora (Percy Hershberg), Pip
(Rita) and Mollie (Jim Wash).

At 18, Esther married Joey Tessler, a gregarious guy
and star athlete with whom she had her three daughters.
They were doting parents and grandparents, great
dancers, trophy-winning bowlers and loved summers
in Gimli at the family cottage.

Esther was a knockout, a woman with great style and
taste. She could have pursued a career in interior
design. If you gave her a room full of furniture, her
natural inclination was to rearrange it, to do it herself
and to do it brilliantly. She was a killer bridge and mah
jong player and was so happy to keep playing with “the
girls” when she moved in 2009 to the Shaftesbury Park
Retirement Residence.

She deplored extolling the virtues of women’s do-
mestic achievements but the truth is, she was a dyna-
mite cook and baker and a gracious hostess. She read
novels voraciously and cared deeply about world events.
For years she had CNN on all day long. And she never
minded if you phoned her late in the evening. She was
awake, waiting for her friend Charlie Rose to come on
at 11.

Esther was her daughters’ feminist role model. She
taught them that a strong woman can juggle the de-
mands of work and family life, fulfil obligations, be
independent and take care of herself and her children.

In 1960, Joey’s mother and then aunt died and Esther
welcomed both Zaida Max Tessler and his brother Tom
to live with us. Their presence was wonderful for the
children, but not easy for the woman running the house.
Uncle Tom had been a virtual stranger, but in a touch-
stone act of generosity, Esther opened her house to him
and made him part of our family.

Esther had a very special talent for friendship. She
forged deep friendships, many of them spanning dec-

ades. Her last illness separated her from her dearest
Shaftesbury girlfriends and she missed them enor-
mously.

Joey died in 1980, when he and Esther had been
married for 40 years and she was only 58. Three years
later she met Harry Breslaw, an honest, kind and decent
human being — a mensch. They created a blended
family and were lucky to have 18 terrific years to-
gether.

Esther’s last five months were very difficult. She was
felled by a brain bleed and recovered; she suffered life-
threatening pneumonia and recovered — though each
bounce-back brought her to a place a little less strong
than where she’d started. Because she fought so hard,
and because she was so funny, she was the darling of a
great many nurses and aides on Lodge 2 East at the
Deer Lodge Centre.

Near the end, Esther made sweet little goodbye
speeches to her children, grandchildren and sons-in-
law, imparting advice and telling them she loved them,
appreciated them and was grateful to them. She would
have loved to live forever, if she’d been able to do it
pain free. She longed to see her beloved great-grand-
children grow up. She deeply regretted that she wasn’t
going to see how they turned out or meet her newest
great-grandchild in December. She was brave despite
her fear, sometimes stoic, sometimes angry. Always
engaged. Astonishingly resilient.

The members of Esther’s family have been the great-
est beneficiaries of her extraordinary gifts. Her memory
is cherished by her children Shelley and Peter Robertson,
Debby and Jim Davis, and Susan Tessler and David
Gillies; by her grandchildren Jennifer and Andy McKiel;
Jonathan Davis and his wife, HJ; Laura Gillies; Joseph
Gillies; Sean Gillies and his wife, Jen, and their Olivia;
and Esther’s adored great-granddaughters Rachel and
Abby McKiel.

Esther was always grateful for the devotion of her
stepsons, Ian and Jerome Breslaw, and their families —
Shelley, Kevin and her cherished first great-grand-
child, Sophie Wynne; Susan, Tom and Ethan Robson;
Curtis, Sara, Malcolm and Sammy Breslaw; Mee Yien
Breslaw; and John, Josephine and Jada Breslaw.

She had a special relationship with her niece Arlene
Klapman and will be sorely missed by Arlene and her
husband, Sam; children Jordan, Seth and Lisa Klapman;
and their families.

Esther had a long and terrific run. Her family is
grateful for that and is inspired by her incredible
energy, her zest for life and the fabulous example she
set for us.

A funeral was held at Etz Chaim Synagogue on
September 2, officiated by Rabbi Larry Lander. Pall-
bearers were Esther’s grandchildren Jennifer McKiel,
Andy McKiel, Joseph Gillies, Laura Gillies and Curtis
Breslaw and her stepson Jerome Breslaw. Honourary
pallbearers were her sons-in-law, Peter Robertson, Jim
Davis and David Gillies, and her stepson Ian Breslaw.

Donations in Esther’s memory may be made to the
Canadian Museum of Human Rights or a charity of
choice.

MURRAY GOLUB
www.murraygolub.info

It is with profound sadness that we announce the
passing of Murray Golub on August 26, 2014 at the age
of 67.  He will be dearly missed by his wife of 43 years,
Marilyn and by his two sons, Mark and Michael.  He
also leaves to mourn his brothers, Larry (Bonnie) and
David (Melody), Uncle, Earl (Gloria), his mother-in-
law, Molly, brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Marty
and Lori and sister-in-law, Carol (late Darryl) as well
as nieces, nephews, cousins and many dear friends.
Murray was predeceased by his parents, Sydney and
Edith and by his father-in-law, Norman Lachter.

As a youngster, Murray attended Luxton School and
St. John’s High leading up to a B.Sc. and B.Ed. at the
University of Manitoba. While attending university, at
Hillel House, he met the love of his life and best friend,
Marilyn.  They married four years later in 1971, a year
before Marilyn began practicing as a dental hygienist.

They spent their seven week honeymoon travelling in
Europe and returned to countless outings involving
golfing, camping, bowling, curling and winter excur-
sions to Florida and summer trips to Clear Lake, which
continued as an annual tradition after the birth of their
two sons.  Together they took pride in raising their
boys.  Their lives were always filled with activities
centering on their children.  In addition to attending
their numerous lessons and games, Murray was also
involved in coaching their various teams.  Any holiday,
birthday or accomplishment was an excuse for a family
celebration.

Murray was loved for his optimism, smile and caring
personality.  He had countless hobbies and interests
that always made sharing time with him a great expe-
rience.  Murray’s love for his wife and two sons was
endless.  As his health declined, he always handled
each challenge with a smile right to the end.  Murray
had phenomenal strength.

Murray was well known for his unique ‘Golubian’
teaching style and creative learning programs in the
junior high classroom in the St. Vital School Division.
Utilizing his amazing lapidary program, he was recog-
nized for his teaching excellence and innovation and
was awarded the Hilroy Fellowship Program and
Emerson L. Arnett award.  Murray’s passion for Edgar
Allan Poe was also one of the many highlights that his
students cherished for years to follow.  For over 30
years, Murray gave countless memorable hands-on
learning experiences and opportunities for developing
sense of self-worth to many students who fondly recol-
lect those invaluable teachable moments. His teaching
continued in the gym where Murray successfully im-
plemented his training as a volleyball coach and also
held dance lessons.  Murray often guided many of his
students through their difficulties and learned years
later that he helped them avoid choosing the wrong
path.  Right up until his passing, several of his former
students continued to visit with him and schmooze over
dinner.

As Murray’s health declined, he still continued edu-
cating by volunteering in the classroom.  When his
mother entered the Sharon Home, he visited her almost
daily. After her passing, Murray volunteered there,
helping the seniors who adored him.  Murray remained
active by gardening in his beloved yard, researched and
developed a digital comprehensive family tree, took
courses in numismatics and attended numerous coin
shows and auctions, making friends near and far.

Through thick and thin, his two precious boys were
always at his side helping and supporting.  He was so
proud of their achievements; both currently network
marketing professionals and public educators in the
Health and Wellness sector and Mark as a High School
teacher and professional photographer and Michael
first as an aviation maintenance engineer and now a
firefighter paramedic.  While they helped him, Murray
continued to be a pillar of strength as a father, always
attentively listening, sharing and guiding.  As Marilyn
helped Murray through difficult times, he still contin-
ued to lovingly give her support and strength through
his courage.  Murray’s family was the pride of his life.

A funeral service was held on August 26, 2014 at the
Etz Chayim Synagogue with interment at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetary and Shiva was held at the Golub
residence.  Thank you to Rabbi Lander and pallbearers,
Dr. Larry Golub, David and Daniel Golub, Ryan Solo-
mon, Doug Tiltman and Jack Fraser and honorary
pallbearers, Earl Simmons and Marty Rayman.  We
would like to express our appreciation to Kathy,
Blessilda and Meli and sincerely thank all of Murray’s
healthcare professionals for their endless support and
care over the years.

We would also like to express our heartfelt thanks to
our family and friends for your thoughtfulness and
comforting support in our time of sorrow. Your gener-
ous gifts of donations, food, flowers and cards of
sympathy in Murray’s memory were greatly appreci-
ated.

As many know, Murray impacted the lives of count-
less students in the classroom.  At this time, in honor of
continuing Murray’s legacy, the “Murray Golub Teach-
ing Innovation Trust” has been created. It will award
$1000.00 annually to a deserving educator who devel-
ops and continuously implements a unique and innova-
tive hands-on classroom learning program.  In addition
to donation information, an online tribute page is
available for viewing at www.murraygolub.info

Murray will be eternally loved and missed by every-
one whose lives he touched.

“Mur/Dad, you will live forever in our hearts and
minds.”
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GYTA FREEDMAN
Born on January 29, 1933 in Winnipeg, Manitoba,

Canada.
Taken from us too soon on September 5, 2014 in La

Habra, California.
Gyta was preceded in death by Jack, her husband of

52 years.
Gyta is survived by her sister Lynne, 4 children

(Francine, Aubrey, Lauren, & Shelley), 3 grandchil-
dren (Dean, Mitchel, & Justen), and 3 great-grandchil-
dren (Riley, Austin, & Aaliyah).

Gyta was admired by many as an icon of glamour,
fashion, and class. She weathered the ups and downs of
the housing market and was a successful realtor in
Southern California for over 20 years. Despite failing
health in recent years, Gyta did not give up or give in
and continued to enjoy spending time with her family
and inspiring us. Life goes on, but it will not be the same
without her.

Services were held at Home of Peace Mortuary in
Los Angeles on September 9, 2014. In lieu of flowers,
you may honor her memory by making a donation to
the American Heart Association WSA-PO Box 742030
Los Angeles, CA 90074-2030 www.heart.org.

ABRAHAM YAKIR
 It is with heavy hearts

that the family of
Abraham Yakir an-
nounces his passing, on
Wednesday, September
3, 2014 at the age of 96 at
Victoria Hospital.

 He was predeceased by
his wife of 61 years, Rose,
and her son, Norman. Left
to mourn are his children,
Philip (Brenda), Leonard
(Susan Knightly); his
grandchildren, Beverly

Werbuk (Randy Wolfe), Jakee Werbuk (Peter
McGillawee), Sima Yakir Feuer, Joel Yakir (Jane),
Benjamin Yakir, and Sarah Hadley Yakir. He will also
be sadly missed by his great-grandchildren, Rachel and
Naomi Wolfe, Drew McGillawee, Nomi and Aaron
Feuer as well as nieces and nephews in New York and
Israel.

He was born in Meretch, Lithuania on October 10,
1917, the youngest child of Leib and Rashel Yakirovitch.
At a young age, he began his apprenticeship as a tailor
which provided him with the skills to survive and
prosper throughout his life. With the arrival of the
Nazis, he was forced to flee to Russia where he was
arrested as a Polish spy. Upon his release he married
Rose. However, he was re-arrested and sent to the
Gulag where his tailoring skills saved his life. During
his time there, their son Philip was born. At war’s end
he escaped to Poland with his wife, Rose’s son Nor-
man, and Philip. They made their way to Canada via
Poland, Austria and Germany where he taught tailor-
ing to Holocaust survivors in an ORT school. While in
Germany, their son Leonard was born. In Canada, they
settled in Winnipeg where he and Rose eventually
established Florida Sportswear, a manufacturing com-
pany of fine menswear.

He was an active member of the Jewish Community,
involved in such organizations as the Hebrew Fraternal
Lodge, the Brandeis Lodge and the Menorah Lodge of
the Masons, and was a strong supporter of Yiddish
language and culture as a member of the Yiddish
speaking Leivik Chapter of the B’nai Brith. He was a
long standing member of the Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue. Over the years he was helped to deal with the
challenges of aging by the kindness of a small group of
women whom we will simply call the “Shaarey Zedek
Ladies”.

The family wishes to thank the Sharon Home staff
who provided loving care during Abe’s stay there,
particularly Brenda, Jane, Lily, Marcel, and Carla. We
are also grateful for the very kind and caring attention
he received at Victoria Hospital. The family wishes to
especially thank Rabbi Green for his support and
guidance.

Funeral services took place on September 5, 2014 at
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue with burial at Rosh Pina
Memorial Park. Pallbearers were Drew McGillawee,
Marty Shukster, Beverly Werbuk, Jakee Werbuk, Randy
Wolfe and Joel Yakir. Honorary pallbearer was Frank
Weinfeld.

Donations in Abe’s memory may be made to the
Simkin Centre of the Sharon Home, the Simon
Wiesenthal Centre (online), the Jewish Child and Fam-
ily Service or the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

In Memoriam

In loving remembrance of our
father and grandfather

ISRAEL ASPER
who passed away
October 7, 2003

11 Days in Tishrei
— Still so much in our hearts
and sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
friends, especially with the
opening of the Canadian
Museum for Human Rights.
Not a day goes by that we don't
think of him,  and wish he was
still here with us.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ETTY BIHMAN
who passed away
October 3, 2006

11 days in Tishrei
You are always in our heart
and we love you forever
— Your daughter Rica,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren Carole, David,
Hart, Matthew and Noel,
Andie, Rachel, Alexa and Eli.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES

BOYCE
who passed away

September 25, 2007
13 days in Tishrei

— Remembered daily, missed
deeply and forever loved
Geraldine, Richard, Kenny
and Alex and family.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
daughter and sister

BRINA

ERENBERG
who passed away
October 6, 1976

13 Days in Tishrei
Her soul touched every
human being
With everlasting love and life
eternal.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her mother,  brothers
and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY

GOODMAN
who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
wife, mother and

grandmother

SARAH

HENOCH
who passed away

September 25, 1993
10 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow.
- With tears in our eyes and an
ache in our hearts, we light a
candle in your beautiful
memory.
— Your love is our legacy

In loving memory of

ZLOTA

MARGOLIS
who passed away

September 19, 2010
11 days in Tishrei

— Missing your beautiful
smile and infectious laugh.
Heartbroken by your absence,
forever loved and missed by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS

MELNICER
who passed away
October 8, 2000
9 days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever  loved by his  children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In remembrance of

HERSZ ("HARRY")

ODWAK
who passed away
October 3, 1987

10 Days in Tishrei (5748)
— Loved and eternally missed
by his children Hartley, Mindy,
and family.

In loving memory of

SARAH

SILVERBERG
who passed away
October 4, 1990

15 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed by her
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

SILVERBERG
who passed away

September 22, 1980
12 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MRS. NETTIE FOX
who passed away

September 23, 1977
11 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

16th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANCES

STANDIL
who passed away
October 2, 1998

12 Days in Tishrei
— Always remembered by
your family and friends.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDWARD

POSNER
who passed away

September 17, 1999
8 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sylvia,
children and grandchildren.

14th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WOHL
who passed away
October 10, 2000
11 days in Tishrei

With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your wife Betty, children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

Mrs. TOBY

(Teibel) BINDER
who passed away
October 12, 1968
20 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed in the hearts
of her daughter-in-law,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. BRIAN

BROOKER
who passed away
October 5, 2012

19 days in Tishrei
Lovingly remembered, always
loved, never forgotten.
— With love your beloved
family and friends.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELEANOR

CHOCHINOV
who passed away
October 17, 2003
21 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLE DAITER
who passed away
October 5, 2004
20 days Tishrei

— Sadly remembered and
always loved by her  daughters,
brother and their families.

10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM FLEISHER
who passed away

September 28, 1988
17 Days in Tishrei, 5749

— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his children
Miriam and Wil, daughter in
law Doreen, and grand-
children Zach, Ben, Gideon
and Raisa.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)

GREENFIELD
who passed away
October 13, 1995

19 days in Tishrei, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Libby,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TABL GUNER
who passed away
October 9, 1987

16 days in Tishrei
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FLORENCE

GUNN
who passed away
October 9, 1998

19 days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

BEN LUNGEN
who passed away
October 5, 2009

17 days in Tishrei
— Deeply missed and lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest

mother and grandmother

EVA (CHAVA)

MLYNARSKI
who passed away
October 22, 2005
19 Days in Tishrei

Though absent, you are always
near.
We light a candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SLUVA

POLLOCK
who passed away
October 7, 1982

20 Days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and
always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA

POLLOCK
who passed away
October 1, 1993

16 Days in Tishrei
— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

ALEX POSNER
who passed away
October 8, 1968

16 Days in Tishrei
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONNIE SEGAL
who passed away
October 17, 2008
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY YARMAN
who passed away

September 21, 1994
16 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving nieces,
nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great-great
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MASHA

(MASHKA) LIBA

BERENHAUT
who passed away

September 23, 2013
19 Days in Tishrei

One year has passed
Your absence is greatly felt
We miss you, we love  you and

you will always be on our minds
and in our hearts forever.

— Your children, grand-
children and great-grand-
children.



The upcoming hockey season’s Jewish prospects

Everybody wants
to be wanted. Right
now; not tomorrow,
but right now. This is
an especially sobering reality if you’re a professional athlete whose short
careers under the big top are so limited due to the competitive nature of
the games they play. Cuts, bruises, concussions, broken and torn limbs are
followed by surgeries and painful rehabs that can test your mettle and cur-
tail your aspirations even more. 

Well, it’s early October and the National Hockey League’s regular season
schedule is just about to get underway and for those Jewish skaters who,
for the moment, managed to survive the rigours of training camp and suf-
ficiently impress the coaches, they may actually stick around … for a while. 

The others will be on their not-so-merry ways back to their junior hock-
ey clubs and minor-pro destinations such as the American and East Coast
Hockey Leagues and perhaps even find ice over in Europe where the com-
petition isn’t a skate in the park either. 

Richmond Hill Ontario’s MIKE CAMMALLERI, at age 32, was by no
means found to be over the hill, since as soon as free agency opened on
July 1st, New Jersey GM Lou Lamoriello offered the son of a Jewish moth-
er and a Sicilian father a five-year $25-million contract that may be his last
big payday in the pros. Lou never minded taking the elastic off the bankroll
when his club failed to make the playoffs. With the Flames last season, the
5’9” and 190 pound left-winger, who is often used on the power play too,
in only 63 games still managed to score 26 goals and assist on 19 more.
Mike was selected in the second round of the 2001 NHL Entry Draft by the
L.A. Kings.

Former Flames’ first-round selection (10th overall) in the 2002 NHL
Draft, ERIC NYSTROM, 32, was signed in 2013 by the Nashville Predators
to a four-year $10-million dollar pact. He is the son of Bob Nystrom, a
NHL standout who played in 900 NHL games and spent 14 consecutive
campaigns (1972-86) with the N.Y. Islanders. Bob hails from Sweden and
is married to a Jewish girl. Son Eric was raised Yiddish and had a bar mitz-
vah. Dad, who is very charitably minded, also taught Eric the importance
of giving to worthy causes.

Last season Eric, a LW, scored 15 goals and assisted on six more. A strong
two-way player, uncharacteristically last January he blinked the red light
four times in a single game vs. Calgary. Despite his prolific output on that
glorious night the 6’1” and 193 lb. Nystrom saw his team fall to the Flames
5-4 in OT. Neither team managed to make the playoffs last season.

JASON DEMERS is his name and defence is his game. I became aware
of the 26-year-old’s Jewish background when I learned that he had partic-
ipated in hockey at the Maccabiah Games in Israel. Born in Dorval,
Quebec the 6’1” and 195 lb. San Jose Shark is the son of former well-
known head coach Jacques Demers who supported and mentored at the
Jewish hockey tournament in Israel. According to author Bob Wechsler
who wrote “Day by Day in Jewish Sports History,” Jason has a Jewish moth-
er. The 2008 Shark draftee was snapped up in the eighth round (186th
overall) scored five goals and set up 29 more in 75 games last season. 

Meet another Jewish Shark and a one-time AHL Moose (between 2005-
2008) here in Winnipeg who bears the moniker of MIKE BROWN. The for-
mer Chicago native, who stands 5”11” and weighs 202 lbs. scored two
goals and added three helpers last season in 56 games. This slugger, who
amassed 90 minutes in the sin bin last year, was a 2004 fifth-round draft
selection of Vancouver. Brown also took on all comers while wearing the
threads of the Canucks, Ducks, Leafs, and Oilers. The 29-year-old, shall we
say, rode shotgun for the more skilled skaters of the day. 

If you attended the first Jets’ exhibition game on the day before Erev Rosh
Hashnona vs. the Minnesota Wild or watched it on TV, you saw a pair of
Jewish skaters in LW JASON ZUCKER (rhymes with sucker) and defence-
man JONATHON BLUM. Both appear to be on the cusp. 

The 25-year-old Blum was a Western Hockey League all-star where he
also won the Bill Hunter Trophy as the top defenceman in the league. Oh
yes, one other thing, Jonathon in 2008-09 was also voted the Canadian
Major Junior Defenceman of the Year. So, what’s not to like? Well, the 6’1”
and 188 lb. rearguard who was a one-time first-round choice (23rd over-
all) of the Predators failed to progress with Nashville and was eventually
signed as a free agent with Minnesota. Last season with the AHL Wild,
Blum played in 54 games and had seven goals and 22 assists along the
blueline. He recorded a single assist in 15 games with the parent club. 

Zucker, 22, is a left-winger who played in 22 games last winter with the
Iowa Wild where he fired eight goals and added five helpers. When called

up to Minnesota,
Jason scored four
goals and added one
assist in 21 games.
The native of Newport
Beach, California was
Minnesota’s second
round pick (59th
overall) in 2010. His
prime calling card is
speed and toughness.
In mid-July the 5’11”
188 lb skater was re-
signed to a two-year

contract. He will have a two-way pact for the 2014-15 season and a one-
way contract for the 2015-16 one. Players on a one-way deal are paid the
same whether they are in the NHL or farmed out to the AHL. Zucker is still
considered a top prospect, but he fell behind last year due to inconsisten-
cy, injury and increased competition. 

Defenceman DYLAN REESE, who was drafted 209th overall in the 2003
Entry Draft, isn’t a quitter. He first starred at the collegiate level with
Harvard and now, at age 30, he has played primarily at the AHL level in
stops such as San Antonio, Syracuse, Hartford, Bridgeport, and Wilkes-
Barre Scranton. Last year he even played 45 games in Russia’s KHL. The
6’1” Pittsburgh-born skater has, however, played 77 games in the NHL (74
with the Islanders and three more in his hometown). He has three goals
and 14 assists to his credit and, at the present time, he is going to attempt
to add a few more on defence with the Arizona Coyotes who, on July 1st,
inked him to a one-year two-way contract. Translated, he may return to the
AHL and play for the Portland Pirates should he fail to impress. 

Left-winger TREVOR SMITH, 29, appears to have much in common with
the aforementioned Reese. While he is still Toronto Maple Leafs’ property,
he is now the captain of their Toronto Marlies farm club. The Ottawa-born
skater, who grew up in Vancouver, has played in well over 400 AHL games.
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Defenceman DYLAN REESE 
a Coyote’s hopeful. BRENDAN LEIPSIC a Nashville hopeful.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By
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Continued on next page.



Winnipeg Jewish Men’s Baseball League 2014 Recap 
By DARREN ELKIN

The season started with much antici-
pation: Would the House of Ashkenazi
win for a third year in a row or would
another team step up and knock them
off their perch? Talk was of a dynasty,
but perhaps that was a little premature
knowing that the young gun
Gloverboys had a year under their
belts; the Sweepers had added two
quality players and had the deepest
lineup; and the Swingers were always a
team to be reckoned with. Rounding
out the six team league were the
Hammers and Diamonds, neither of
which had a legitimate shot at winning
it all, but who, on any given night
could cause one of the top four teams
to falter.

It looked like the “House” was the team to beat as they rolled along until
mid-season, when the upstart Gloverboys swept a double header from
them and brought them back down to earth. A few weeks later the
Swingers did the same thing in sweeping the House in a double header
and perhaps all the talk of a three peat wasn’t going to be as easy as they
once first thought!

This year a new format was being tried for the play-offs - one that would
see third versus sixth and fourth versus fifth in sudden death games to see
who would advance to the semi-finals against the first & second place
teams. To no one’s surprise (except maybe the House), the Gloverboys fin-
ished first with the House a game behind in second place, the Swingers fin-
ishing a game up on the Sweepers for third place and the Hammers taking
fifth place over the Diamonds by a single game as well.

The play-offs were set with the Swingers versus the Diamonds and the
Sweepers versus the Hammers, each again  in a one game showdown. The
Swingers easily beat the Diamonds 25-11 and ended their season much
like it began. The Sweepers had their game under control for most of the

night but got a little sleepy for a moment
and the Hammers, much to their credit,
managed to muster up a small rally.
Unfortunately the Hammers fell short by
going scoreless in the final two innings
and lost 17-13.

The semi-finals were now set: The first
place Gloverboys against the fourth
place Sweepers. The Gloverboys won
the season series three games to one,
although they only managed to outscore
the Sweepers 54-50. Our other semi-
final featured the two-time defending
champions, the House of Ashkenazi,
versus the Swingers. They had split their
four-game regular season series, with the
Swingers easily winning the last two
games to garner some much needed

confidence heading into their match-up.
Game One saw the Gloverboys take an early 11-2 lead, only to see the

Sweepers fight back to tie it at 13-all and grab the lead at 17-13 heading
into the bottom of the eighth inning. That’s when it all went up in smoke!
The Gloverboys rallied and, with a big seven-run inning, put a stop to a
valiant comeback by the Sweepers, which sent them headed to Game Two
with a demoralizing 20-17 defeat. 

The Sweepers needed Game Two or they would be going home. The
Gloverboys came out quickly, with four runs in the top of the first and it
looked like it might be a long night for the Sweepers. Much like Game
One, however, the Sweepers started to chip away at the lead and grabbed
the lead  early this time, in the second inning. Then their bats came alive,
their defense was flawless,  their pitching was superb, and the Sweepers,
who were looking for a trip to the finals for the first time in their 25-year
history, had evened the series up with a convincing 21-9 win. The
Sweepers won all aspects of this game and the young Gloverboys must
have been wondering what had happened?

I’m not sure who had more pressure on them in Game Three - the
Gloverboys or the Sweepers, but after being held scoreless for the first two
innings and managing to keep it close, the Sweepers, who trailed 2-0 woke
up, and with that so did their bats! Once again their defense played great,
their pitching again shut down the mighty Gloverboys bats and, with a 27-
10 drubbing the Sweepers were headed into their first-ever finals on a roll,
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baby gets a healthy start.
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Oh, he has played 52 games in the
NHL too, including 28 last year,

where he netted four goals and added five assists before he was injured.
The Leafs keep him around because he is a solid veteran who is avail-
able at a moment’s notice and cab rides across town are comparatively
inexpensive. His father has coached Canada’s ice hockey team in the
Maccabiah Games. Dad’s name is Harvey Smith - no, not our long-time
Winnipeg politician. 

ETHAN WEREK, 23, of Markham, Ontario played his junior hockey
mainly with the Kingston Frontenacs. The lanky 6’2” centre is a 2009
second-round NHL Draft pick of the Rangers, but ended up in the
Coyotes’ organization which signed him to a three-year entry level pact
in 2011. Ethan has now spent the past three seasons (182 games) with
the Portland Pirates of the AHL where he compiled 25 goals and 31
assists. 

Boston U grad DAVID WARSOFSKY, 24, is a left-handed shooting
defenceman who is now in the Bruins’ camp attempting to gain employ-
ment in his own state of Massachusetts. He did play in six games for the
team last year and recorded a goal and an assist. Should he not earn a
spot on the parent club, he will re-join their AHL farm team in
Providence, where he has spent the past three years compiling a games-
played total of 190. The 5’8” and 170 lb. Warsofsky, who was a 95th
overall St. Louis Blues’ draft pick in 2008, scored 14 goals and added 66
assists in the minors.

Last, but not least, is one of our Jewish locals, BRENDAN LEIPSIC, 20,
a prolific scoring left-winger who hopes to turn pro this year. He is con-
sidered a top-ten prospect with the Nashville Predators. The 5’10” and
180 lb. speedster is a former WHL scoring leader with the Portland
Winterhawks. Leipsec, a 2012 NHL draftee, was selected in Round
Three - 89th overall. Last season, in just 60 games, he compiled 91
points (39 goals and 52 assists). His former linemate in junior, Nic Petan,
is in Jets’ camp at the moment - also hoping to turn pro.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and cov-
ers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page.

The 2014 champions 
(Read the exciting story to see which team won.)



CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat tefila is Winnipeg’s northernmost shul
Friday, Oct 3 Erev Yom Kippur Candle Lighting:6:45 Kol Nidre: 6:15 Schacharis: 8:30

Fast/Shabbat ends: 7:39
Sunday Morning service: 9:00 Monday, Thursday morning services: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for October 5-7-24: 6:30
Erev Sukkot Wedmesday,October 8 Candle Lighting (first day):6:34 Mincha:6:30

Schacharis:9:30 Mincha:6:30  Candle lighting second day: 7:29 Shabbat ends:7:49
Friday, October 19 Candle lighting: 6:30 Schacharit :9:30
weekday evening services October 12-14 6:20 Shabbat ends: 7:25 

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional
Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Oct. 3 - morning service 7:30 a.m., Kol Nidre 6:30 p.m., candle lighting 6:41 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 4 - Yom Kippur - morning service 9:00 a.m. Yizkor service noon.

Mincha/Ne’ilah 5:30 p.m. Yom Kippur ends 7:49 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 5 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 6 - Tuesday, Oct. 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 8 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting
6:33 p.m. Erev Sukkot. Thursday, Oct. 9 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m. Candle lighting after 7:38 p.m. Sukkot Day. 1.

Friday, Oct. 10 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 6:29
p.m. Sukkot Day 2. Saturday, Oct. 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 1:00 p.m.
Shabbat ends 7:34 p.m. Sukkot Day 3.

Sunday, Oct. 12 - morning service 10:00 a.m. Sukkot Car Rally. Sukkot Day 4.
Monday, Oct. 13 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Sukkot Alive 5:00 p.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m. Thanksgiving. Sukkot Day 5. Tuesday, Oct. 14 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m. Sukkot Day 6. Wednesday, Oct. 15 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening ser-
vice 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting 6:19 p.m. Hoshana Rabah. Erev Shemini Atzeret. Thursday,
Oct. 16 - morning service Shemini Atzeret Yizkor 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Simchat Torah celebration 6:45 p.m Candle lighting after 7:24 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, October 3 – Kol Nidre - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; 1st Service 5:45 PM; 2nd Service

8:45 PM; Candle Lighting 6:46 PM
Shabbat, October 4 – Yom Kippur1st Service (Sanctuary) 8:30 AM; Family Service (Lounge)

9:30 AM; 2nd Service (Sanctuary) 1:30 PM; Alternative Service (Lounge) 1:30 PM; Mincha
Service 5:15 PM; Ne’ilah Service 6:15 PM; Havdallah Service 7:44 PM

Wednesday, October 8 – Erev Sukkot - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00
PM; Candle Lighting 6:36 PM

Thursday, October 9 – Sukkot Day 1 - Sukkot Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM
Friday, October 10 – Sukkot Day 2 - Sukkot Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 6:31 PM
Shabbat, October 11 – Sukkot Day 3 (Chol HaMoed) Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening

Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 7:29 PM
Thursday, October 16 – Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor) / Erev Simchat Torah - Shemini Atzeret

Service 7:30 AM (Yizkor will be recited at 9:00 AM); Evening Minyan 6:00 PM
Friday, October 17 – Simchat Torah - Simchat Torah Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Simchat Torah + Hakafot 6:30 PM; Candle Lighting 6:17 PM
Shabbat, October 18 – Parashat Bereisheet - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Family Service

10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 7:15 PM
Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00

AM; Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297 Burrows,
corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years. Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi
Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, October 3, Ere Yom Kippur at 6:45 up.me.
KOLL INDRI at 6:45 p.m.
Shabbat, Yom Kippur, October 4, Shacharit at 8:30 a.m. Shabbat and fast ends at 7:48 p.m.
Wednesday, October 8, Erev of 1st day of Sukkot: Candle Lighting at 6:34 p.m. Mincha at

6:35 p.m.
Thursday, October 9, 1st day of Sukkot: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha at 6:35 p.m. Candle

Lighting time after 7:38 p.m.
Friday , October 10, 2nd day Of Sukkot: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:30

p.m. Candle Lighting for Friday, October 10 at 6:30 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:30 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Shabbat Chol Hamo’ed Sukkot. Mincha service at

6:30 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:33 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: Kol Nidre Friday, October 3 7:30 pm
Yom Kippur Day Saturday, October 4 10:00 am Study Session with Rabbi Karen 2:00 pm

Yizkor & Concluding Services 4:00 pm
Sukkot Family Service Friday, October 10 7:30 pm –with Pot-luck supper at 6:15 pm
Simchat Torah Friday, October 17 7:30 pm
Children’s Services….Yom Kippur Day Saturday, October 4 9:15 am
High Holiday Leaders….Services will be led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow

and the Temple Shalom Choir.
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For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086
hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E PA I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S TA T E

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

NUMBER ONE
EVERGREEN PLACE

Elegant 1 BR, 2 BR and
Penthouse suites in

Osborne Village
Spectacular views.

Beautiful fitness area,
sauna and pool.

Contact 204-453-5617
www.oneevergreen.ca

inquire@oneevergreen.ca

F O R  R E N T

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

having just steamrolled the first
place Gloverboys in games Two

and Three.
Game One of the House versus Swingers series was played on a cold

September night.With more than a two-week layoff the play early on was
a bit rusty. The House was never able to shake off that early inning rust.
They fell 17-12 and were one game away from elimination. Talk of a
dynasty was now being put on hold, at least for a couple of days. Game
Two saw the House come out hitting from their first at-bats to their last.
They were able to humble the Swingers 29-13 and keep their dream of
a threepeat alive.

Game Three saw another cold and windy night at Blumberg and,
although the House scored a few and held an early lead, the Swingers
never lost focus and kept fighting back until they had taken control and
the House entered their last at-bats trailing 25-7. The House did manage
to plate four runs but it was too few too late and their chance to win for
a third year in a row came crashing down. No more talk of a dynasty
could be heard on the cold clay infield of Blumberg this night!

Now it was the Swingers versus the Sweepers for the title - the Swingers
who had won the title once before were up against a Sweepers team that
had always found copious ways to avoid getting to the finals. Game One
saw both teams come out and score some early runs. By the end of the
third inning, the Swingers held a 13-7 advantage and looked to be on
their way to victory and a 1-0 lead in the best-of three finals.

But these were not t the Sweepers of old. No - this, in fact, was the new
and improved Sweepers 2014 version. With some stellar pitching their
hitting finally came alive and, by the time the sky turned dark and the
lights at Blumberg were dimmed, so were the Swingers as the Sweepers
had claimed a 1-0 lead in the series with a convincing 25-16 win.

Game Two was going to be pressure-filled. Could the Swingers come
back after being held to only three runs over the last six innings of Game
One, or could the Sweepers finally claim the prize that had eluded them
for some 25 years? 

The answer came quickly and in bunches as the Sweepers scored eight
runs in the bottom of the first and  never looked back in claiming their
first-ever Winnipeg Jewish Men’s Baseball League Championship with a
24-5 pounding of the Swingers. Congratulations to Shael Glesby, the
captain of the Sweepers and to the entire team, which finally made it all
the way and exorcised the demons of their past to capture their first-ever
championship! It truly was a team effort! Everyone played a part and
everyone accepted their roles throughout the play-offs as the Sweepers
fielded a different line-up each and every game. This season, as Shael
said, was dedicated to Sweepers past and present and everyone should
be able to enjoy this as much as those that were on the field.

Let me take a moment to say thank you to Shael Glesby, having been
a captain for over 15 years and having been the former commissioner for
11 years. I know what it’s like to do both and can I just say that Shael
does them both equally well. Shael deserves a lot of thanks from all the
players on the Sweepers and in the league for jobs very well done, so
thank you from myself, the team and the league.

Continued from previous page.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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Harry Warren

JOIN US FOR A 
GALA CELEBRATION  
OF THE JFM’S 50TH  

ANNIVERSARY!

“My mother used to say ‘volunteerism is the rent you 
pay for your place on earth – and thank G-d I live 
in a high-rent district’. My husband Raymond and I 
were always happy to volunteer in the community; 
Winnipeg was very good to us! When the EBOL 
opportunity presented itself, we jumped at it. Who 
wouldn’t? It’s a brilliant program and when we 
approached donors it was an easy ask.”

                       

JFM MOMENTS 
1997 - 2014

  
  

  
 

  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2014
6:00pm Reception | 6:45pm Dinner
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg 
375 York Avenue

TICKETS $275  |  TABLES OF TEN $2,750

For tickets or more information, contact the  
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba office at:
204.477.7520 or 1.855.284.1918 
or email rsvp@jewishfoundation.org MEDIA SPONSOR
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 - Barbara Kives, first Co-Chair of the Endowment Book of Life 
program along with husband, Raymond Kives
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In this chapter I would
like to discuss “Worry!” If
you are a senior and you
have nothing to worry
about, you are truly blessed.
The rest of us have to cope. “Worry is a rocking
chair, it never gets you anywhere.” Possibly 98
percent of the things we worry about, never real-
ly happen (I like to quote my own statistics.)

So why do we worry? For some of us it’s habit forming. If we have
nothing to worry about we worry: Why is everything all right?

For those seniors who are retired, we have lots of time on our hands.
So, as I have said before, get busy! Busy minds don’t have time to
worry. Then again, we have to remember the old saying: “G_d give me
the courage to change the things I cannot accept, and accept the
things I cannot change, and grant me the wisdom to know the differ-
ence.” If you think about it, this quotation, if truly followed in your day
to day activities, can be a tremendous release from needless worry.

Some of us worry about the daily news. There are so many bad things
going on today in the world! But what can we do about it? Nothing! So, stop
watching so many newscasts and be thankful that you live in Canada, where
it is relatively peaceful! And remember, worry is contagious! So don’t walk
around with that grim look on your face, because it is a beacon that you are
worried about something, and it can affect your family relationships!

Health issues can be worrisome! Future medical appointments can

cause worry. You can’t wait for it to be over! Your
doctor has ordered a number of tests, and he, or she
has said “Don’t call us, we’ll call you if there is a
problem.” But, doesn’t the patient have a right to dis-
cuss it with their doctor, even if the results are

favourable? Good news is always welcome!
Some of us are inclined to worry about our children  or grandchildren.

We would like them to be made out in our image. But is this possible?
Hardly likely, because they are another generation, with different chal-
lenges, and different ambitions. So learn to lend an ear, and be helpful
when you can. But also be proud of their achievements, and let them
know about it. If they live out of our city, try to visit as often as possible.

The changes that take place as we are growing older can be a source
of  worry for some seniors. Nothing seems to be the same! We can’t
see as well, can’t walk as well, and can’t remember as well! So what’s
the problem? Be thankful that you have made it this far, without being
relegated to a senior citizens’ home!

Those that know me know that I like quotable quotes:
“Happiness is always there within reach, no matter how long it lasts.”

“Let’s enjoy life, and don’t live a complicated life. Life is too short.”
“Work as if it were your first day. “ “Forgive as soon as possible.”  “Love
without boundaries, laugh without control and never stop smiling.”

Olga and Lena’s baby was born without ears. “How are his eyes?”
they were asked by a friend. “He has very good eyes”, came the reply.
“Well, that’s good”, the friend said. “He won’t have to wear glasses!”

We are seniors
Chapter no. 61By

HARRY WARREN


