
Ed. note: When
news of Monty
Hall’s passing

reached me, my initial reaction was: “Has
there ever been anyone who had done more,
not only for Jewish causes, but for so many
other causes as well?

When I read accounts of Monty’s life in the
Free Press, I was disappointed that there was
but scant mention of his Jewish roots. Yes, he
was a “north ender”, which every story about
him noted repeatedly. But Monty wasn’t just
a “north ender”; he was a proud “Jewish”
north ender who never missed an opportuni-
ty to remind people of his Jewish heritage.

I began to scan our own archives (which
are accessible to anyone simply by going to
our website and clicking on the “search
archives” link). I was astonished to find 109
references to Monty Hall in different stories.
Although I couldn’t possibly find the time to
read everything we had about Monty, I was
curious to see what our earliest references
were to him.

This is what I came up with:

From the Jan. 16, 1941 issue: 
MONTY HALPARIN

Mr. Halparin is one of the featured players in
the New Theatre major revue, ‘Off the
Record,’ Friday and Saturday, January 17 and

18, at the
D o m i n i o n
theatre. 

Mr. Hal-
parin is well
known in
d r a m a t i c
Circles. He
had an
i m p o r t a n t
role in the
University
production
of “You
Can’t Beat
Fun.”

The cast
includes Ted
Cohen, who
g a i n e d
prominence

on the stage in England, Robert Leipsic, Joe
Tessler, Joseph Zuken, Ruth Popeski and oth-
ers.

From the March 27, 1941 issue:
(Referring to a program organized by

“Council”, the article didn’t say it, but the ref-
erence must have been to “Hadassah
Council”.)
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Some scenes from the Jewish Schools Reunion October 6-9

Opening night of the reunion - at the
Holiday Inn Airport West: Eileen
Margulius (left), a former student at
Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, and Henny Paritzky, a beloved
former Talmud Torah teacher, light the
Shabbat candles together.

On Sunday, Oct.
8, some of the
over 220 former
students who
came in for the
reunion boarded
buses for a tour
of Winnipeg
landmarks that
had particular
resonance for
Jews who had
grown up in
Winnipeg in the
50s and 60s.
One of the stops
was at the for-
mer Peretz
School on
Aikins Street.

Walking into the former Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate (now a Faith Academy); unlike the
Peretz School on Aikins, both JWC and
Talmud Torah have remained much the same
- and each room in which we were able to see
inside was instantly recognizabe to former
students of those schools who were on the bus
tour.

The old auditorium that separated the
Talmud Torah from JWC - and became a
makeshift gym. It still looked the same. This
picture was taken from the old wooden stage
that saw countless performances and speech-
es given from it. This is also where the late
Max Butler used to sell drinks to thousands
upon thousands of students who went to
school here from 1952-97.

Sisters Hilda (Szternfeld)
Smith (left) and Debbie
(Szternfeld)   Lipkin in front
of their former school

In the foreground, Bella (Sapoznik) Ben Ari
(left) and Pam Singer in what used to be a
classroom at the Peretz School - now a com-
munity centre run by the WRHA

This was one of the great surprises: former
Talmud Torah and JWC student (also a long-
time teacher at both those schools and the
Gray Academy), Evita Smordin, points to the
sign above the office. Notice the Hebrew
word for office still there? (After we left,
Evita said to me: “Did you see the sign above
the library also had ‘sifriyah’ in Hebrew?”)



Rabbi Michael Schudrich bullish about growth of Polish Jewish community
By MYRON LOVE 

Rabbi Michael Schudrich describes Poland’s Jewish
community as “a work in progress”. But, as the Chief
Rabbi of Poland will be telling Winnipeg audiences

during a series of lectures here from October 30 –
November 1, there is much to be excited about recent
Jewish developments in Poland.

In a presentation he recently made in Detroit, he noted that
the Jewish community is Warsaw has grown from about 250
families to about 650 families in just the past five years. And
the median age of community members has declined from
65 to 40. 

“There are times when I am the oldest congregant in
shul,” he says. 

After what happened before and during the Shoah, “Why
should there be any Jews left in Poland?” was the question
that Schudrich posed. He responded that, while three mil-
lion Polish Jews were murdered, about 350,000 survived. “There were
more Jews in Poland after the war than there were in England,” he says.

While many left to escape the post-war chaos and the Communist
takeover of Poland, Schudrich points out that tens of thousands stayed and
essentially went underground. They hid their Jewishness from neighbours,
colleagues and even family.

After the collapse of Communism and rebirth of democracy in 1989,
Jews started slowly coming out again - a process that is continuing to this
day. In his presentation in Detroit Schudrich shared a few stories of
younger Poles who have discovered Jewish roots and chosen to live a
Jewish life. 

One young lady of 22, for example, came to see the rabbi wondering if
she might be Jewish. She had no documentation. Schudrich ascertained that
her baba was still living and asked if he could speak to her. So the baba
comes into his office and he asks her if her parents ever told her that she
was Jewish. Her answer is no.

But, she remembers some things that were unusual – such as the weekly
bath on Friday, the special supper on Friday with challah and chicken, and
the special Saturday lunch with a stew of meat, beans and bones (cholent).
And then there was that tune her parents liked to hum: “Hava Nagila”. Case
closed.

Another example: A love story, Schudrich said. This couple were high
school sweethearts. They came of age and married. The wife discovers that

she has Jewish ancestry. She goes to the Jewish historical
archives and, while perusing the records, learns that her hus-
band is also Jewish. She tells him. He doesn’t believe it. He
asks his parents and they confirm that they are Jewish. After
going on a three-day bender, he accepts his new identity. The
couple are now active and observant members of Warsaw’s
Jewish community.

The American-born Schudrich’s own ties with Poland go
back to his days as a Yeshivah University student in the
1970s, leading Jewish groups to Eastern European countries
and meeting with members of what remained of the Jewish
communities there. After receiving smicha, Schudrich served
as rabbi of Japan’s Jewish community from 1983-1989. His
first go-around in Warsaw was from 1992-1998. In June
2000, he returned to Poland as the Rabbi of Warsaw and
Lodz, and in December 2004, he was appointed to the posi-
tion of Chief Rabbi of Poland.

In his role as chief rabbi, Schudrich oversees five rabbis and numerous
Jewish day schools and summer camps. In Warsaw, there are: Hillel; the
Drejdel nursery;  the Lauder-Morasha Jewish pre-school, grade school and
middle school; the Makabi sports club; a scout organization for children;
the Emanuel Ringelblum Jewish Historical Institute; the POLIN Museum
of the History of Polish Jews; the Taube Centre with its heritage tour pro-
gramme; and the Jewish Community Centre, which runs a full programme
of events for children and adults alike.  In addition, he works to protect and
preserve mass gravesites, including more than 1,400 cemeteries and the six
concentration camps in Poland from World War II.

Much of Rabbi Schudrich’s work in Poland is funded by the Taube
Foundation for Jewish Life & Culture.

So, how large is Poland’s Jewish population today? Schudrich estimates
that there are between 30,000 and 40,000 who would qualify as Jewish
under Israel’s Law of Return – with more people coming forward every
day. He notes that 700 Jewish teens from Poland have gone on Birthright
trips to Israel. And, a Polish Jewish athletic team competed in the most
recent Maccabiah Games - and won Poland’s first gold medal in 82 years.

Schudrich will be speaking in Winnipeg at the Adas Yeshurun-Herzliah
Synagogue – where he will be based - with a keynote community-wide talk
planned for the evening of Wednesday, November 1. The Jewish Child and
Family Services as well as the Gray Academy will also have speaking
events. The B’nai Brith office is handing speaking engagements.
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A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO MEET 

Rabbi Michael Schudrich 
Chief Rabbi of Poland

Rabbi Schudrich has played a central role in the
„Jewish Renaissance” in Poland.  He will discuss current Jewish 

life in Poland in the context of our Jewish history there.

EVENTS

October 31, 7:30pm
Community-wide address

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue 
620 Brock St. R3N OZ4 

Everyone is welcome. No admission charge

November 1, 1:15 pm
 Address to Holocaust Survivors,
 families and general community

Jewish Child & Family Services 
Etz Chaim Synagogue123 Matheson Ave. 

Everyone is welcome
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WJT celebrating 30th season
By BERNIE BELLAN

The Winnipeg Jewish Theatre is celebrating its
30th anniversary this year. Recently we had the
chance to talk with WJT Artistic Director Ari

Weinberg, who will be starting his third full season in
that role. 

We asked him what’s in store for WJT this coming
season?

“The first show this season is a play called
‘Tribes’,” Ari said. “It’s by a British playwright
named Nina Raine. The theme of the 30th anniversary
season is ‘community’. The theme that runs through
all of the plays this season is ‘community’.

“The play focuses on an upper-middle class Jewish
family in England whose youngest son (Billy) is deaf.
They don’t want to recognize his otherness. In the
play, Billy is grown up; he’s just returned from col-
lege. He doesn’t know how to sign; he only knows
how to read lips. He falls in love with a young woman who’s going deaf and she
teaches him to sign. Then it changes his relationship with his entire family.

“It’s a family that makes us look at who we call family – and why. It’s a really
edgy play…it’s funny and smart.” (It has some strong language too, Ari added.) 

“Jordan Sangalang, who’s a local actor, and who is deaf, is going to be mak-
ing his debut as Billy,” Ari noted.

I asked him whether the Jewish element in this play is more peripheral to the
plot rather than an essential element?

Ari answered that he’s discussed that issue with other artistic directors of
Jewish theatre companies. The best answer to that question, Ari said, was one
given by a fellow artistic director in the States, who said that “he always tries to
plan one play that tackles ‘Jewish ideas’,” so the question “how do we commu-
nicate with one another?” is at the core of this play.

Something else that is new this season, Ari pointed out, beginning with
“Tribes” is that “every single one of our plays will have one American Sign
Language-interpreted performance”.

“Tribes” will run October 19-29.
“The second piece in our season,” Ari continued, is “our ‘So Nu’ festival – a

festival of new Canadian Jewish plays. We’ll be doing a new work by local
Winnipeggers Michael Rubenfeld and Mary Berchard.

“It’s about Michael and Mary and their relationship, which is sometimes frac-
tious. Mary plays the daughter of a Holocaust survivor; Michael plays the
grandson of a Holocaust survivor. To mend their relationship they decide to go

on a trip to Poland to learn more about their families’ heritage.” (Ed. note: In
real life Michael Rubenfeld is married to Magda Korlaweksa, whom he met in
Montreal over five years ago. We have a story about their 2015 wedding in
Krakow on our website.)

“As part of the festival,” Ari continued, “we will also be doing workshop read-
ings of three new Jewish plays in development. We haven’t announced what
they are yet, but I can tell you that one of the plays we’ll be workshopping is a
new work by Daniel Thau-Eleff.”

“To close the season,” Ari said, “we’ll be doing the Manitoba premiere of the
Tony Award-winning play, ‘Falsettos’, which just had an acclaimed Broadway
revival last season. We’re one of the first theatre companies to get the rights to
do it since the revival closed.

“We’ll be co-producing the production with Dry Cold Productions, which is a
local theatre company that specializes in musical theatre.

“The first act of ‘Falsettos’ takes place in 1979 and the second act takes place
in 1981. The opening act has a man named Marvin, who leaves his wife and son
for his male partner, ‘Whizzer’. I should add that the opening number of this
musical is called ‘Four Jews in a Room Bitching’. It also focuses on the rela-
tionship Marvin has with his psychiatrist, a man named ‘Mendel’.

“The second act looks at Marvin two years later, now having moved out of the
house and being in a relationship with Wizzer. Also, Marvin’s psychiatrist mar-
ries his wife.”

Ari went on to explain that the son, Jason, who is 11 in the first act, is about
to have his bar mitzvah in the second act. It’s really an early version of the hit
TV show “Modern Family”, according to Ari.

“Twelve years ago I played the part of Mendel in a college production of
‘Falsettos’, Ari explained. “It’s my favourite musical…so this is sort of my
dream show at WJT.”

I asked Ari whether the WJT will be doing anything special outside of its the-
atrical productions to celebrate its 30th anniversary?

He noted that the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada will be mount-
ing an exhibit on the history of Jewish theatre in Winnipeg. “The opening night
of ‘Tribes’ will also be the opening night of that exhibit,” Ari explained.

“We fished up most of the posters of various productions from the past 30
years,” he said. “Some of them will be part of that exhibit; others will be dis-
played in our lobby in the Kanee Foyer.”

As well, on Saturday, March 17, Aril noted that WJT will be doing a fundrais-
ing performance called “Turning 30”. 
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Mazal Tov ve Kol Hakavod
to Michael Gobuty 

upon his induction into the 
Manitoba Hockey Hall of Fame

in gratitude for his vision, 
creativity, and action

bringing greatness and 
pride to our city

-Esther & Sid Halpern and family



Short takes

It was 33 years ago this month that I first
became involved with what was then The
Jewish Post when, along with my late brother

Matt, who had been editor of the paper since
1982, and Gail Frankel (now Cantor), who was
the advertising sales rep for the paper, and I
bought the paper from its then-owner, Bill Wong.

In 1987 we bought The Western Jewish News
and merged the two papers to form what is now

The Jewish Post & News (although most everyone still refers to our paper
as simply The Jewish Post). In 2008 Matt told me that he wanted to retire
– and I was somewhat apprehensive over what was to come. I had been
business manager of the paper until that point and, although I had done
quite a bit of writing myself for the paper over the years, I certainly didn’t
fancy myself as a journalist. (I still consider myself a pseudo-journalist
which, I’m sure, is something with which my many critics would whole-
heartedly agree ).

The prospect of taking over the entire operation of the paper was more
than a little daunting. What made it even less uncertain as an enticing pos-
sibility was that Matt had repeatedly complained that he was tired of hav-
ing to come up with new material each and every issue. He was “burned
out”, he complained. I wondered how long it would be before I felt the
same way.

But, that challenge has become one of the most positive aspects of the
job, I’ve found. Being forced to engage with so many different subjects
each issue has led me to acquire a new appreciation of just how diverse our
local Jewish community is – and what a rich heritage it has.

Frankly, as both editor and publisher of what is a relatively small paper,
I can afford to indulge myself by picking and choosing just what kind of
stories to run each issue – in a way that the editor of a much bigger paper
would never be able to do. I’ve tried to mix things up over the years I’ve
been in charge and have relied especially on our principal reporter Myron
Love to keep his ear to the ground and do the bulk of what would consti-
tute real “news” reporting.

Like many of you though, what I’ve found particularly fascinating hav-
ing grown up in Winnipeg is the endless panoply of larger-than-life char-
acters who either grew up in the Jewish community here – or who came
here at a later date, and have contributed richly to our community. Of
course, choosing to do a major piece on someone like the late Monty Hall
was an easy decision. I honestly couldn’t find a single negative word writ-
ten about that man, and it was great  fun poring over our archives reading
accounts of what Monty had been up to lately – written at the moment, so
that it was possible to amass a collection of stories that combined to form
one single and consistent narrative that I’ve reproduced in this issue.

Observing our Jewish community is also something that noted author
Méira Cook has done superbly in her latest book, “Once More With
Feeling”, which Méira launched to a packed house at McNally Robinson’s

on Monday, October
2nd.

As someone who
came to Winnipeg later
in life – and who has a
sharp  eye for picking
out the details of life
here that together com-
bine to make this city
such an oddly rich
community – both our
Jewish community and
the community in gen-
eral, Méira is able to
glean those elements of
living in Winnipeg that
make so many former
Winnipeggers nostalgic
about this city whenev-
er they get together
with other Winnipeg-
gers. And, as I learned
when I was listening to
Méira engaging in con-
versation with Allison
Gilmour at McNally’s,
she has a talent for
being able to focus on
quite banal aspects of
life here and turn them
into something far
more interesting than
they might otherwise

seem.
Actually, nostalgia is an essential aspect of what this paper is all about.

Sure, we try and cover stories in the Jewish community as they’re occur-
ring, but even many of those stories have to do with looking back at the
past. After all, isn’t the religious component of Judaism all about our her-
itage – going back almost 6,000 years? And, when it comes to the cultural
side of life, festivals such as Tarbut, which will be taking place once again
this November, are all about paying homage to Jewish traditions, whether
in music, literature, or films.

I’m especially looking forward to attending the two sessions with
authors: the aforementioned Méira Cook – who is as entertaining listening
to her when she’s talking about her writing as it is reading her books; and
Alison Pick, whose latest novel about early halutzim in Eretz Israel,
“Strangers with the Same Dream”, is reviewed in this issue. There’s some-
thing about reading a fictionalized account of places and periods of histo-
ry with which we’re quite familiar through having either experienced life
in those places or having read non-fiction accounts about them that brings
such a totally different perspective to what we might have previously
thought about places and events.

Further, speaking of nostalgia – that’s what this past weekend’s Jewish
Schools Reunion was all about.  Since the reunion just ended the day this
paper goes to press, there isn’t enough time to give a full account of the
reunion in this issue, but there will be much more in the Oct. 25 issue. 

The idea of holding a reunion of Jewish school students seemed like such
a fabulous idea when it was first conceived of in the summer of 2016. What
started off as a Facebook group run by a couple of ex-students eventually
turned into a fabulous weekend at which some 240 individuals attended.

Perhaps you were one of the 700 individuals who attended the  reunion
of former Peretz School students in 2003. In the 14 years that have passed
between major Jewish school reunions, many  former students have either
passed on or are incapable of traveling to Winnipeg, but those who did
attend this past weekend’s reunion expressed keen appreciation to the orga-
nizers: Zev Cohen (from Israel), Avrum Rosner (Montreal), Elaine
Margulius, and Bert Schaeffer (both from Winnipeg), for the fabulous work
they did in creating an unforgettable series of events. 

More than one participant at the reunion, however, lamented the erosion
of interest that younger members of Winnipeg’s Jewish community have in
learning about the past. To me, it’s part and parcel of the problem of the
watering down of Jewish identity.

I often wonder about the process of forming an identity for newcomers to
our community – many of whom have come from Israel, but who also came
to Israel from other countries, predominantly Russia and other former
Soviet Union countries. Reading Alison Pick’s book, “Strangers with the
Same Dream”, I’m constantly reminded how, had my own grandparents
made the decision to go to Israel, rather than Canada, which for many of
our ancestors was an either-or decision, how different life would have been
had I been born in Israel rather than Canada. (Of course, this is now verg-
ing on science fiction, but it’s always fun to speculate about what might
have happened if…)

As I noted at the outset, having taken over the position I now hold – run-
ning a small Jewish newspaper, I’ve forced myself to pay attention to sto-
ries that, had I not been in the situation I’m in, I probably would have
ignored. I don’t pretend to canvass other Jewish newspapers for material;
we receive several other Jewish papers in our office, but I find that I’m just
not all that interested in what’s going on in other Jewish communities –
especially when so many activities still seem to focus on fund raising.

Who knows how much longer we can sustain a Jewish newspaper? While
our circulation has held steady over the years and I’m glad to say we’re in
a healthy financial position, not only are the vast majority of under-40 year-
olds not interested in reading print newspapers, they’re not all that inter-
ested in reading Jewish publications altogether, even online ones.  I’m
afraid that we’re entering the final stretch run for most print publications
but, don’t worry - if you’re thinking I’m delivering a farewell song, that’s
not what this is all about. It’s a lot of fun doing this job – and extremely
stimulating at the same time. I want to keep doing it for as long as I can,
although I admit it would be nice if I could hand over many of the respon-
sibilities that come with this job to someone else. (If you know of someone
who might be interested, please have that person contact me!)

But, for someone like me, it’s keeping in touch with the past that’s been
one of the most rewarding aspects of publishing this paper. I didn’t know
Monty Hall personally for instance, but after reading so many accounts of
his life as recorded in the pages of this paper over the years, I feel as if I
had known him almost as much  as if I had actually met him. That’s the
magic of newspapers and, perhaps for my own selfish reasons that I enjoy
reading about the past so much – even when it comes to perusing our
unique tradition of posting so many yahrzeits each issue – I’d hate to have
to give that up. It just ain’t the same on a computer screen!
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By MYRON LOVE

Readers may be aware of the most recent world hotspot in south Asia,
where hundreds of thousands of Rohingya Muslims are fleeing
Myanmar (formerly Burma) in the face of an ongoing ethnic cleans-

ing campaign by the Buddhist majority in reaction to a series of Muslim
terrorist attacks against the Myanmar armed forces.

On Sunday, October 1, Islamic Circle of North America (ICNA)
Winnipeg branch held a solidarity rally in front of the Legislature in sup-
port of all “Burmese people who are being persecuted and demanding that
the Canadian Government “take a strong stance for justice and freedom in
Burma, and against the crimes being perpetrated against its people”.

All well and good.
Although I didn’t attend the rally, I received an email about the rally the

day after from a friend who did. She attended the rally because she believes
in showing support for other persecuted ethnic and religious groups.       

She was quite disturbed that this rally in solidarity with the Rohingya
Muslims also gave a platform to an outspoken anti-Semite of Jewish birth
– who used the rally as another opportunity to smear Israel.   She quoted
this individual as claiming that Israel is an oppressor, that  Jews and the
Jewish community are not supporting human rights because of Israel , and
that  White supremacists love Israel.

I have to assume that the organizers of this rally agreed to give this anti-
Semite a platform and knew what they would be getting from him.  If so,
then shame on them for turning a rally supposedly against hate into a plat-
form for preaching hate against Israel and Jews.  If they didn’t know what
was going to come out of his mouth beforehand, then shame of them for
not disavowing his words.

Either way - completely inappropriate.
Readers may well be wondering what Israel could have to do with ethnic

cleansing taking place thousands of miles away? Well, nothing really.  I did
see a report that anti-Israel activists are blaming Israel for being responsi-
ble because Israel sells weapons to Myanmar. But then so do a dozen other
countries – several of which are much more important arms suppliers to
Myanmar. To single out Israel is anti-Semitism.

The question of the morality of Israel – or any other country selling
weapons – reminds me of a panel discussion a former editor of this news-
paper asked me to cover at the University of Winnipeg a few years ago.
The panelists consisted of the Muslim organizer of this Rohingya rally, a
representative of the Mennonite community (some elements of which are
hostile to Israel) and peace activist Alon Weinberg, representing the Jewish
community.  The topic was something about spirituality influencing social
action.

Said editor sent me to the program in the expectation that there would be
some Israel bashing. In fact, none of the panel members said anything
about Israel (nor should they have).  The only mention of Israel came dur-
ing the question and answer period.  One lady, who identified with a spe-
cific Christian denomination, addressed a comment to Weinberg along the

lines of “wouldn’t it be nice if the Canadian government stopped selling
arms to Israel?”

Alon’s response was beautiful.  He said: “It would be nice if all countries
stopped selling weapons to other countries”..
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Rohingya Moslem solidarity rally includes Israel-bashing

Can anyone remember 1958 concert?
I consider myself fortunate enough to have attended the recent

Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra concert which featured renowned vio-
linist Itzhak Perlman. In fact, when I called the WSO box office to
order my ticket, there were only 5 unsold tickets in the whole concert
hall! 

After I had described this fabulous evening to my friend, Sophie
Shinewald, she told me that she remembered the very first time that
Perlman had performed here in Winnipeg. According to Shinewald, it
was in 1958 when Perlman was 13 or 14 years old. The concert was
held at the Playhouse Theatre and this was either before or after his
appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show. Shinewald was an usher and she
remembers that the young Itzhak was here with his mother. 

Arrangements for this concert were made by the late Noach
Whitman. Wow!

I am inviting any of your readers who were in attendance to comment
about what they remember about this historic event! 
Thanks, 
Sharon Love

Shootings in Las Vegas
Dear Editor, 
I am extremely shocked and devastated to hear about the mass shoot-

ings that took place in Las Vegas by 64-year old man, Stephen
Paddock. The shootings killed over 50 people and left more than 500
injured. 

It is extremely upsetting to imagine that in the 21st century we have
such extremists roaming the streets of a developed western country so
freely. 

Irrespective of whether this is terrorism or not (which it clearly is), I
think the more pertinent issue here is about the gun laws in the United
States. 

In 2017, there were over 270 mass shootings, and over 11,000 deaths
in the United States through gun violence. This has led to the continu-
ous grief and worry of many families. 

What else will it take to reconsider the gun laws in the United States? 
My thoughts, prayers, and condolences are with the injured and fam-

ilies left bereaved. 
Name: Jariullah Adnan 
City: Maryland, MD 
Jariullah Adnan is an Executive Member of the Muslim Writer’s

Guild. He also helped launch Stop the CrISIS, an anti-radicalization
campaign across North America. 

Following receipt of the above letter, I responded to the sender:
Hi Jariullah,
It sort of fits within our mandate as a Jewish paper, but I’d like to

know a little bit more about your organization. Perhaps you can add
something to your letter to explain better just what it is that your orga-
nization is all about.

-Bernie Bellan

Sure Bernie.
First of all thank you so much for the consideration. I really appre-

ciate it. The organization that I work with is a global Writers Guild that
works with Muslim youth to help them develop their writing skills and
also works to represent the true and peaceful teachings of all major
religions across the world. And so I sincerely appreciate you giving me
the opportunity to be published in such a renowned newspaper. Please
do share the link with me once it is published as I would love to share
it with all of my Jewish friends and coworkers.

I further responded to Jariullah:
ok - does your work extend into all countries? Is there a website?

Jariullah responded: 
Hello again, no it does not extend in all countries however it is in

many countries around the world. If you search on Google Muslim
Writers Guild you will see our website and locations around the world.

Here is the website for the Muslim Writers Guild:
http://muslimwriters.org/

LETTERS

Netanyahu decries Palestinian unity bid, 
promises thousands of settlement homes

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said at a West Bank settlement that the Palestinians are reconciling “at
the expense of our existence.” 

He was referring to a meeting October 3rd in the Gaza Strip of the
Palestinian Authority Cabinet for the first time in three years, part of a
reconciliation agreement between the Fatah party of P.A. President
Mahmoud Abbas and Hamas, which controls Gaza. P.A. Prime Minister
Rami Hamdallah led the Cabinet meeting. 

“We expect everyone who talks about a peace process to recognize the
State of Israel and, of course, to recognize a Jewish state, and we are not
prepared to accept bogus reconciliations in which the Palestinian side
apparently reconciles at the expense of our existence,” Netanyahu said at
his Likud Party’s meeting in Maale Adumim, a settlement of 40,000
located just east of Jerusalem. 

“Whoever wants to make such a reconciliation, our understanding is
very clear: Recognize the State of Israel, disband the Hamas military
arm, sever the connection with Iran, which calls for our destruction, and
so on and so forth. Even these very clear things must be clearly stated.” 

During the meeting, Netanyahu also announced that Maale Adumim
would “forever remain part of Israel,” and promised to build thousands
more apartments there, The Times of Israel reported. 

Maale Adumim is largely expected to remain part of Israel under a
peace agreement, though such action could prevent the Palestinians from
having a contiguous state of their own in the West Bank. 

The promise comes as Israel has said it would limit settlement con-
struction to keep the Trump administration happy as it formulates a peace
initiative. 



Winnipeg lawyer celebrates 60th birthday with climb 
to summit of Africa’s highest mountain 

L a s t
August, to
celebrate
their 60th

birthdays,
Neil and
C a r o l
D u b o f f
and their
c h i l d r e n

travelled to East Africa to go on
safari. And while they were in the
neighbourhood, Neil decided that
he might as well climb Mt.
Kilimanjaro, too.

“It was a good challenge,” the
long-time Winnipeg lawyer and
community leader says of climbing
Africa’s highest mountain. “I want-
ed to prove that I could do it, that I
was still strong and healthy at 60.”

Mt. Kilimanjaro, located in
northeastern Tanzania, is probably
best known through its association
with the Hemingway novel, “The
Snows of Kilimanjaro” (which,
Duboff notes, actually had very little to do with the plot of the novel itself).
He reports that there are still snow and glaciers at the top of the mountain.

So how does one prepare to go mountain climbing for the first time?
Well, the frequent marathon runner did his best to prepare through contin-
uing his daily morning running and lifting weights. 

“There is no way to prepare for the lack of oxygen four miles up,” he
notes. “Climbing mountains is not for everyone. A lot of it is psychologi-
cal. You have to believe you can make it. We encountered a lot of people
on the climb who had to turn back. We met a lady from Bavaria who had
to turn back. She was very upset.”

Duboff notes that the climb and the safari were eight months in the plan-
ning. “There were nine of us on the safari,” he says. “It was really impor-
tant that our children (sons Michael and Jonathan and daughter, Rachel)
were with us.”

They were also accompanied by Michael’s wife and in-laws. Michael and
his father-in-law, Dr. Shefin Laliji, accompanied Duboff up Kilimanjaro.

The group left Winnipeg on August 3. “The scale of it all was a spiritual
experience,” Duboff says. 

He and his climbing companions began their six-day climb on the first
Saturday after arrival.

“The lack of snow on the lower levels made the initial phases easier,” he
says of the climb.

He notes that you climb through four different climate zones – from trop-
ical rain forest near the bottom, up through marsh and then desert condi-
tions, to the alpine level, which is the hardest to go through.

“You need to take a lot of water with you, especially for the higher lev-
els,” he says. “You need to drink four to five litres a day.”

Meals consisted largely of porridge, toast and tea. Porters carry the
climbers’ supplies.

Sleeping accommodations were provided by wooden lean-tos along the
route. “We slept on wooden floors in our sleeping bags,” Duboff notes.

The base camp for the last couple of thousand feet was at the 17,000-
18,000 foot level. “We started out at midnight for the six-hour climb to the
summit,” Duboff recounts. “We were walking in darkness. Each step up

there is difficult
because of the lack of
oxygen. But, as you
get closer and closer
to the top, you realize
that this is a once-in-
a-lifetime experience.
And greeting the sun-
rise with my son,
Michael, at the top of
Mt. Kilimanjaro made
it even more special.

The safari took two
weeks. “We passed
through three national
parks, as well as
spending a few days
on the island of
Zanzibar,” Duboff

says.
(Zanzibar is a storied island on the east coast of Africa. It used to be noted

as a centre of the Arab slave trade. In the early 1960s, the island merged
with the newly independent country of Tranganyika to form the present day
Tanzania.)

Duboff was impressed with Tanzania and its capital city, Dar Es Salaam.
The country appeared to be quite prosperous – especially as compared to
Ethiopia, which Duboff and Teddy Lyons visited on a mission to help bring
Falash Mura people from Ethiopia to Israel. (The Falash Mura were for-
merly Ethiopian Jews who had been pressured to convert to Christianity.)

Duboff has also previously visited Cairo with other members of
Winnipeg’s Arab-Jewish Dialogue group.

Duboff’s scaling of Mt. Kilimanjaro is a reflection of how he has chosen
to live his life. “You have to believe in yourself,” he says. “You can achieve
your goals if you work hard, push yourself and believe that you can do it.”
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Neil Duboff (left) with son
Michael at the top of Mt.
Kilimanjaro

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

I’m back!
Twenty-five years ago

then-26-year-old power-
lifter David Gurvey was
the winner of the Max
Nusgart Memorial Award
as the Jewish Athlete of
the Year at the 20th Y
Sports Dinner.

At that dinner, accord-
ing to Harvey Rosen’s
account at the time, guest
speaker sportscaster Jim
Valvano remarked that
“he couldn’t get over how
the dimunitive Gurvey
coud lift 416 pounds!”

Fast forward to 2017 -
and after a long absence
from the world of com-
petitve powerlifting,
David Gurvey emerged
once again as an elite
powerlifter when he won
gold in his category at the
Canadian Western Men’s
Powerlifting Champion-
ships, which were held
last month in Calgary.

In the form of an email
we were informed of
David’s achievements:
Squat  - 308 lbs,  Bench
Press - 242 lbs, and
Deadlift - 419 lbs.

We wondered in which
age group David had been
competing. He told us he
was in the “Masters 2”
division (ages 50-59), in
the 74 kg class, i.e., max-
imum weight of 74 kg.

Considering that when
he was 26 David was lift-
ing 416 lbs., but now that
he’s 51 he’s lifting 419
lbs., you can’t really say
that David Gurvey has
gone downhill at all!

Congratulations David -
now wouldn’t it be some-
thing to be named
Jewish Athlete of the
Year again -26 years
after you first accom-
plished that feat? 

David Gurvey competing - and winning
gold at the Canadian Western
Powerlifting Championships held in
Calgary last month

David Gurvey winning gold in the
1991 Canadian Powerlifting

Championships (from JP&N archives)



By BERNIE BELLAN
Here are some interesting facts about senior (55+) members of the

LGBT community in Canada:
• They are twice as likely to live alone.
• They are half as likely to have life partners or significant others.
• They are half as likely to have close relatives to whom they can

call for help.
• They are four times less likely to have children to help them.
(Source) http://www.carp.ca/2009/06/15/welcome-to-carps-pink-

chapter-2/)

The social isolation that many senior members of the LGBT community
experience is something that has been addressed within the past couple of
years by Winnipeg’s Rainbow Resource Centre. 

According to its website “The Rainbow Resource Centre (RRC) offers
support to the LGBT2SQ+ community in the form of counselling, educa-
tion, and programming for individuals ranging from children through to
55+. It also supports families, friends, and employers of LGBT2SQ+ indi-
viduals.” (The letters “2S” refer to “two-spirited, which is an Indigenous
identity used for people who are gay, lesbian, bi, transgender or queer.)

First begun at the University of Manitoba in the early 1970s as the
“Campus Gay Club”, in 1988 the organization changed its name to the
Winnipeg Gay/Lesbian Centre.  In 1999 the name was changed again to its
current form as the Rainbow Resource Centre. It has been located at its pre-
sent location, 170 Scott Street (in Osborne Village) since 2008.

On Tuesday, November 7, the Rainbow Resource Centre will be holding
an all-day conference at CanadInns Destination Centre Polo Park.
According to information provided, the Summit will provide a ”forum to

address issues specific to the LGBT2SQ+
aging process”.

The Rainbow Resource Centre notes that
“While many of the issues faced by
Canadians as we age are common, some of
the needs and challenges facing our LGBT
members as they age, including issues with
the health care system; legal rights, includ-
ing power of attorney; housing and long
term care, etc., differ from their heterosex-

ual counterparts.”

The idea for holding a conference of this sort was first broached about a
year and a half ago, according to Roberta Bishop, Operations Manager at
the Rainbow Resource Centre. Recognizing that programming and
resources were seen to focus on younger members of the LGBT communi-
ty, a group at the centre was formed called “Over the Rainbow”. This group
provides social support for community members 55+, including coffee and
chats, movie matinees and Pot Lucks. Subsequently the centre joined the
Manitoba Association of Senior Centres (in March 2016).

The Finding Rainbows Project is funded in part by the New Horizons for
Seniors Program. Project partners include Manitoba Association of Seniors
Centres and Support Services to Seniors (WRHA) Primary Health Care -
Winnipeg Regional Health Authority

At the conference itself, “trained 55+ volunteers will facilitate small
group discussions following keynote presentations and workshops to iden-
tify aging issues in the senior LGBT2SQ+ community.” The keynote
speaker will be noted author and broadcaster Bill Richardson.

Over 150 people are expected to attend the conference. If you are inter-
ested in attending or perhaps know someone who
might be interested in attending email,  findin-
grainbows@rainbowresourcecentre.org or call
204.474.0212 ext 255

If you would like more information about the
Rainbow Resource Centre, go to
http://www.rainbowresourcecentre.org.

First-ever conference for senior members of LGBT (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgenderged) community to be held in Winnipeg
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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New film on Roger Waters seeks to expose BDS frontman’s anti-Semitism 

By ADAM ABRAMS/JNS.org
Ahead of former Pink Floyd frontman Roger

Waters’s Canadian tour in October, B’nai Brith
Canada and award-winning filmmaker Ian
Halperin are set to premiere a new film—“Wish
You Weren’t Here”—exposing the anti-Israel
rocker’s history of promoting anti-Semitism.

Waters—who has compared the Israeli govern-
ment to Nazi Germany and has claimed the
“powerful Jewish lobby” runs the media—is
arguably the most vocal figure behind the anti-
Israel BDS movement. He is also the most
prominent voice in pressuring other artists to
boycott performances in the Jewish state. 

Leading Jewish groups, such as the Anti-
Defamation League and the Simon Wiesenthal
Center, have noted the rocker repeatedly pro-
motes conspiratorial anti-Semitic views and
exploits Jewish symbols to promote Jew-hatred.

“What Roger Waters is doing is espousing
hatred, vitriol and extreme prejudice against
Israel and the Jewish people…if he’d been doing
this against any other race he’d be stopped,” New
York Times bestselling author Halperin, the
film’s producer, told JNS.org.

The film’s name is a wordplay on the title track
on Pink Floyd’s 1975 album, “Wish You Were
Here.”

“Shame on corporate America for supporting
this purveyor of hatred and anti-Semitism.
Corporate America should be ashamed…and
look in the mirror and realize that this is not
1938,” Halperin said. 

Halperin—the son of a Holocaust survivor—
embarked on what he referred to as a “two-year
odyssey,” traveling the world to produce the
film. In addition to highlighting Waters’s many
anti-Semitic and anti-Israel statements,
Halperin’s movie also strives to expose the
broader BDS movement as a wholly anti-Semitic
campaign. 

“BDS activists seek to conflate legitimate crit-
icism of Israel with the delegitimization of Israel
in the international arena,” B’nai Brith Canada
CEO Michael Mostyn told JNS.org. “By exploit-

ing the rhetoric of ‘human rights,’ ‘social justice’
and other universal moral principles, BDS
activists portray Israel as inherently racist, there-
by calling into question the very existence of the
Jewish state, seeking to cast it as a pariah among
nations.”

The initiative to screen the film was organized
after B’nai Brith’s leadership learned—halfway
through the editing process—that the movie fea-
tures never-before-seen interviews with some of
the world’s leading experts on anti-Semitism,
such as Pope Francis, Alan Dershowitz, Natan
Sharansky and Ronald Lauder. “Wish You
Weren’t Here” also features interviews with
artists and luminaries like Paul McCartney, Elton
John and Tony Blair.

“What motivated B’nai Brith to get involved
[with screening Halperin’s film] is the chance to
promote awareness that the BDS movement is
inherently anti-Semitic, and that its supporters,
like Roger Waters, strengthen the campaign that
seeks Israel’s destruction,” said Mostyn.

“Whatever definition of anti-Semitism you
abide by…Roger Waters is most certainly
guilty,” he said, adding the “Wish You Weren’t
Here” tour is B’nai Brith’s “protest against
Waters” and “our chance to educate the public
that he is promoting hatred against the only
democracy in the Middle East.” 

“Wish You Weren’t Here” premieres in
Toronto Monday. B’nai Brith is set to hold
screenings of the film in Canadian cities on the
same nights as Waters’s performances in those
cities—Quebec City (Oct. 8), Ottawa (Oct. 10),
Montreal (Oct. 16), Winnipeg (Oct. 22) and
Edmonton (Oct. 25)—“in order to counter his
inflammatory rhetoric against Israel and the
Jewish people,” said Mostyn.

The film will also be screened in U.S. cities
and in Israel following its Canadian debut.

“It starts with Roger Waters, but it’s all about
contemporary anti-Semitism, which is thriving
and the world is turning a blind eye,” Halperin
said. “There’s no place for this in today’s
world….It’s time to call a spade a spade.” 



An entertaining
program has been
arranged and will
include a group of

songs by Mrs. M. H. Halparin and Monty
Halparin.. Mr. Halparin will sing a victory-song,
“Here Is -to You”, written by a Winnipeg boy
Ernest Diamond.”

The story how Monty was rejected from enter-
ing medical school at the University of Manitoba
is well known. In our November 27, 2016 issue
we reported on a talk given by writer Eva
Wiseman, who is writing a history of Jewish
physicians in Manitoba. Eva noted that “An out-
standing student, Monty applied to medical
school twice” (and was rejected both times).” In
the years in which Monty applied to enter med-
ical school, fewer than five Jewish students were
admitted in any year – out of more than 55 who
were admitted in total each of those years.

I also contacted Stan Carbone, curator of the
Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada, to
inquire whether the Heritage Centre had some
good pictures of Monty. Stan told me that he
had actually visited Monty in his home in
California some years ago and was able to take
pictures of photos that Monty had. We’ve repro-
duced some of those pictures here. 

But I also asked Stan whether he had a good
account somewhere of the story how Monty had
been helped by Max Freed to go to university.
It’s a well-known story and Stan told me that he
had two different accounts of that story - one
written by the late Harry Gutkin in his book,
“The Worst of Times The Best of Times”. The
other account was written by Monty himself, in
his own autobiography, “Monty Hall -
America’s Top Trader”. Stan sent copies of
both accounts to me and I chose to reproduce
Harry Gutkin’s telling of the story here:

Hall continued a second year with his stud-
ies, but dropped out before the final examina-
tion. He had run out of steam and out of funds.
There was no  point in going to college. He took
a job in a wholesale clothing house for nine dol-
lars a week.

“My father’s favourite entertainment gave me
my chance. One day at a poker game he ran into
a man named Max Freed who owned a garment
factory across the street from the wholesale
house. Freed had seen me at work and wondered
why I was in such a dead-end place. No money
for college, my father explained. ‘Have him
come and see me,’ Freed directed.”

The next day Hall spoke to Freed and acknowl-
edged that he did indeed want to go on to uni-
versity, to study medicine. And at a crucial
moment in his life, he became aware of an act of
great human kindness. “I’m going to arrange it
for you,” Freed said. “You can go back for as
many years as is necessary. Figure out how much
money you need for tuition, books, clothing, and
pocket money, and I’ll give it to you.”

Hardly knowing what to make of his stroke of
luck, Hall projected his expenses at a modest
$300 a year, and his benefactor agreed, attaching
a few strings to his offer. Monty had to report to
him monthly, to maintain high grades, and to
promise to repay the debt in full. He was also to
help others in the same way, and keep the
arrangements secret from everyone except his
parents.

Freed explained that because he himself had
been handed everything in life, he wanted to help
someone less fortunate. He had tried it before, he
said, without success. Monty was not to disap-
point him.

“Well, I kept every promise except the last one,
not to tell anyone, and eventually I paid back the
money – without interest.

“But I never became a doctor. I finished my
final pre-med year and stood in the top ten of

those applying to the Manitoba
Medical College, some three
hundred in all. Although seven-
ty were accepted, I was not. The
deadly quota system at the med-
ical college restricted access by
minority groups, and I didn’t
make it.”

Disappointed, but willing to
try again, Hall remained at uni-
versity and took another year of
Science. He got good grades,
was elected Senior Stick of
Science and president of the
university Booster Club, and
participated in athletics. Again
he applied to the medical col-
lege, again he was not accepted.

He did well scholastically a
third time, was elected presi-
dent of the entire student body,
the first Jew to attain that posi-
tion, but he failed once more to
make the medical college.
Despite his frustration, Hall
decided to remain in school for
a fifth and final year. He partici-
pated int the on-going campaign
to end discrimination at the
medical college, but by this time his interest had
shifted elsewhere.

In later years, as Monty’s career,  first in
radio, then in television, began to skyrocket, we
regularly carried stories about Monty. Here’s
one from the May 15, 1954 issue:

Toronto (Special) - Monty Hall, Toronto tele-
vision and radio star, formerly of Winnipeg, was
named winner of the Variety Club’s annual Heart
Award for the most significant contribution to
charitable work of the club during the past year.

He received a plaque presented by R. W.
Bolstad, the club’s chief barker and international
representative of Variety Clubs International.

Mr. Hall, just returned from a vacation, was
unaware he had been chosen for the award until
a few minutes before his name was announced.

His efforts in behalf of the club included
recruiting casts and producing out-of-town vari-
ety shows.

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Halparin,
Balfouria Apartments, Winnipeg.

In a June 1976 issue our Hollywood reporter
at that time, Barney Glazer wrote about Monty:

Monty Hall told about “his grandfather, a poor
immigrant from Russia, who arrived around the
turn of the century with many others, in Toronto
and Montreal, and was shipped out to Manitoba. 

When the elder Hall arrived at the railroad sta-
tion in Winnipeg, there was a little elderly man
running about the tracks shouting, “Are there
any Yidden?”; a representative of the communi-
ty, he took the young immigrant into his care,
gave him a place to live, some clothing, money,
and a pushcart with vegetables to sell at the
street market. This is the way Monty Halls’s
sense of charity was born.

From “The Irrepressible Mr. Hall”
By Herbert Luft - Sept. 27, 1979

Monty Hall began to act and sing at age five in
neighborhood shows. His professional career
started in Winnipeg while he was attending the
University of Manitoba en route to a bachelor of
science degree. At radio station CKRC he did a
little bit of everything, singing, script writing –
emceeing, engineering. At the same time, he
played in college musicals and dramatic produc-
tions and – with World War II in progress – sang
in shows for the Canadian armed forces. After
obtaining his degree, he went on to Toronto,
where he joined the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation. Simultaneously, he worked as a
sportscaster for CBC

and CHUM in
Toronto. In 1949, he
created and hosted
“Who Am I?”, which
became Canada’s
longest-running radio
quiz show. Under con-
tract to Colgate-
Palmolive, he pro-
duced and directed a
soap opera, “The
Story of Martha Reed”
and hosted two other
radio shows for the
same company. When
TV emerged in
Canada in 1952, he emceed two of CBC TV’s
earliest , “Floor Show” and “Matinee Party.”

In 1955, Monty went to New York to replace
Warren Hull for one week as emcee of “Strike It
Rich.” Many other offers resulted and he decid-
ed to stay on. Among assignments which fol-
lowed were a five-year run as communicator of
NBC radio’s “Monitor,’” emcee of CBS-TV’s
“Keep Talking,” plus a daily interview show on
Channel 5, “Monty Hall.” He also did the New
York Rangers’ hockey broadcasts, reported
wrestling from Sunnyside Arena, and was
Manhattan’s first soccer play-by-play man. In
1960, he became emcee of CBS’s “Video
Village”.

When “Video Village” shifted to Los Angeles,
Monty moved to the West Coast. Shortly after-
words, he packaged his first television property,
“Your First Impression,” and sold it to NBC. He
created “Let’s Make a Deal,” which went on
NBC, with Monty as host, in January of 1964.
After five years, it shifted to ABC, where it con-
tinued to air daily and be among the highest
rated of all daytime TV shows for another seven
and one-half years. In April of 1971, Monty
made his Las Vegas debut at the Sahara Hotel
with a singing-dancing-comedy act. He appeared
on the NBC-TV two-hour dramatization of
“Joshua Tree,” as well as on “Love Boat,” “Love
American Style,” “The Odd Couple,” and “That
Girl.” He made singing guest appearances on
“The Flip Wilson Show,” “Dean Martin,” and
“Dinah Shore Show.” During the summer of
1978 he was busy on tour, starring as Harrison
Floy in the stage musical, “High Button Shoes. “

In the fall of 1970, when two plane crashes
killed dozens of members of both Wichita State
University and Marshall University football
teams, Monty organized a televised coast-to-

Monty Hall
Continued from page 1.
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A picture of Monty when he was a
kid (two years old?) growing up in
the North End. (This picture is actu-
ally a photo of a photograph - which
explains how a flash is part of a more
than a 90-year-old photo!)

Photo courtesyf Stan Carbone.

Monty as a
University of
Manitoba student -
and Senior Stick of
the Science Faculty. 
Source: Harry and
Mildred Gutkin, “The
Best of Times The Worst
of Times: Growing up in
Winnipeg’s North End”

Monty - Jan., 1941
(the first photo pub-
lished of Monty in
The Jewish Post - to
be followed by
many others over
the years)

Continued on page 17. See “Monty Hall”.
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Yiddish page/Harry Warren

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

Maxim Biller and Sayed Kashua are contemporary
Jewish authors. Biller was born in Prague to Russian
Jewish parents who later moved to Germany. His
short stories written in German tell the story of
Holocaust survivors haunting modern Germany.
Kashua is an Israeli Palestinian writing in Hebrew. In
2008 he moved with his family to The Untied Sates.
His recent novel is a brilliant description of the life of
an Israeli Palestinian writing in Hebrew who immi-
grated to America. The future of Jewish creativity
seems to be in the diaspora. 

We are seniors
Advice on getting a better sleep!

Practical strategies for
a better sleep

From a presentation at
the Rady Centre May 4th.
2017 by Norah Vincent
PhD.

1) In the A.M. Take 15 to
20 minutes to adjust to
your routine and you will

be 60% more reactive to upsetting situations! It will
help prevent anxiety.

2) Sleep medications can cause sleep problems if
you become dependent on them.

3) Sleep Apnea is one of the major sleep problems.
(Temporary suspension of breathing)

4) Extensive use of pain medicines can cause sleep
problems.

5) Aches and pains in the legs will cause a restless
sleep (restless leg syndrome)

6) Narcolepsy can affect sleep conditions.
(Abnormal Sleepiness)

7) There are circadian sleep disorders e.g. Brain
rhythms

8) Having too much light in the bedroom can affect
sleep conditions.

9) Insomnia is a major sleep disorder.
10) Cognitive Behavioral Therapy can benefit peo-

ple with sleep problems.
11) If you are concerned about your next day’s

appointments, causing sleeplessness reschedule them
for another day.

12) Try to limit Hyper Arousal conditions before
bedtime.

13) Belly Breathing can help you to relax before
bedtime.

14) Think realistically about your next day’s activi-
ties. How much is really necessary?

15) Don’t pressure your body to sleep. Look for an
alternative activity to relax you e.g., play Solitaire.

16) Take time to prepare your body for sleep. Try
different relaxation methods.

17) Getting to sleep at the same time each day is
okay if you are sleepy. If you are not, then stay up until
you are sleepy.

18) Don’t try to analyze your day’s activities. There
should be an analysis-free time zone.

19) Paced breathing can help or imagery of a past
pleasant experience.

20) Try to tense and relax to avoid upsetting emo-
tions before bedtime.

21) Calculate a sleep window, e.g., a time during the
night when you can sleep.

22) You need more than four hours sleep per night in
order to function the next day. Avoid challenges, e.g.,
driving your car if you haven’t had enough sleep.

23) If you haven’t fallen asleep during the first half
hour at bedtime, get out of bed and try another loca-
tion until you are sleepy. 

24) Morning exercises can improve sleep condi-
tions.

25) Try to reduce your dependency on sleep medica-
tions

References:
1) “Sink to Sleep” by Dr. Judith Davidson
2) “Say Good Night to Insomnia” by Dr. Gregg

Jacobs
3) “Quiet Your Mind and Get To Sleep” By Drs.

Carey and Manber

By

HARRY WARREN
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Community news

Subject: 
Can We Talk About…Anxiety
Jewish Child and Family Service will launch 

the next installment of the speaker series
Can We Talk About…on Thursday

November 2nd, 7:30pm at Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, 561 Wellington Crescent.

This year’s event will further JCFS’ ability to support those suffering
from mental health related issues by promoting the discussion and edu-
cation around anxiety as well as providing access to community
resources.

Clinical Psychologist Dr. Michelle Warren will lead a dialogue on
understanding anxiety and discuss the strategies for coping with anxi-
ety across the lifespan. 

Dr. Warren has a background in treating many mental health related
issues in her clinical practice and currently works in private practice
treating children and adults with anxiety and depression. 

Dr. Warren’s presentation will be followed by an audience-driven
question and answer session facilitated by local CBC Radio personal-
ity Marcy Markusa, and Dr. Warren. 

The evening will continue with a resource fair featuring mental
health and wellness organizations, and refreshments.

Tickets can be purchased by calling the 
JCFS office 

at 204.477.7430. 

$20 Adults

$10 Students and Seniors

Jewish Child and Family Service
Presents Clinical Psychologist

Dr. Michelle Warren
Understanding Anxiety:  
Strategies for Coping Across the Lifespan

Thursday, November 2, 2017 | 7:30 pm
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
561 Wellington Crescent
Facilitated by local CBC radio personality,
Marcy Markusa, and Clinical Psychologist,
Dr. Michelle Warren

$20 Adults, $10 Students & Seniors 
|  jcfs@jcfswinnipeg.org

Congregation
Shaarey Zedek

125

YEARS Celebrating Community and Culture

est.1889
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An Israeli trauma expert predicted a Las Vegas attack three years ago
By BEN SALES

(JTA) – When Dr. Avi Rivkind landed in Las
Vegas three years ago to lecture as a trauma
care expert, he saw something that troubled
him.

The airport, McCarran International, felt too
open, almost exposed.

He felt no less comfortable on the city’s Strip
while watching crowds flow from hotels to
casinos to shops to the street – with little secu-
rity in sight.

“I felt there was a lack of presence, from the
ease of getting around there, from the casinos,
from how easy it is to enter all the malls,” he
told JTA on Monday. “I felt very uncomfort-
able.”

Rivkind, who heads the Shock Trauma Unit
at Hadassah Medical Center in Jerusalem, is a
pioneer in treating victims of mass-casualty
terror attacks. He gained his experience treating terror victims in Israel, and
his techniques were used in 2013 to save the lives of some of the injured in
the Boston Marathon bombing.

He came to Las Vegas in the summer of 2014 to speak at a Hadassah con-
ference, but cut his trip short when Israel’s most recent war with Hamas
broke out.

Before he left, however, Rivkind delivered a warning to a local TV chan-
nel: Get ready for a potential terror attack.

“With all the casinos and people are coming here from all over the world,
I think you should take a huge situation,” Rivkind told Channel 8, the local
CBS affiliate. “I don’t want to give anybody any ideas. However, you
should be well prepared. In my mind, it’s a question of time.”

Rivkind’s words feel ominous today after a gunman rained bullets from
a Las Vegas hotel room window, killing at least 58 people and injuring
more than 500 at a concert Sunday in the worst mass shooting in American
history. Police said the gunman, Stephen Paddock, 64, of Mesquite, Nevada
– killed himself and appears to have acted alone.

Rivkind had spent stints living in Los
Angeles and Baltimore, so he was familiar
with the scale of an American metropolis. But
he hadn’t felt scared in those cities.

Although he can’t remember details now,
Rivkind said something felt more dangerous
about the public spaces in Las Vegas. He noted
that some of the 9/11 hijackers met in the city
before carrying out their 2001 attack.

The doctor said he offered to advise local
government officials on emergency prepared-
ness but never heard back.

“It was clear, I don’t know why, that it was
destined for calamity,” he told JTA.

His specialty is blast trauma, or how to care
for victims of a bombing attack, honed during
the bloody years of the second intifada at the
beginning of the century. Rivkind has taught at
hospitals around the world how to save victims

from massive blood loss and injuries to vital organs. In one instance he
revived a soldier who had been shot in the heart and was pronounced dead
in the field.

Rivkind also invented the “accordion method” of efficiently moving
patients through stages of assessment in a crowded emergency room. He
was the personal physician for the late Israeli President Ezer Weizman, and
helped care for Ariel Sharon when the former prime minister fell into a
coma in 2006 following a stroke.

But Rivkind cautioned that medical care after a mass shooting like
Sunday’s is different from treatment following a bombing. Besides, he said,
“this is a time to turn inside yourself and feel the pain. This is not a time to
give suggestions.”

But after a career saving the lives of terror victims, Rivkind said the news
of the Las Vegas attack hit especially hard.

“On one hand, you do exceptional things to save a human life,” he said.
“Then one crazy piece of shit comes to kill without blinking an eye.”

Dr. Avi Rivkind, in scrubs, cares for an injured
person. Rivkind has pioneered treatments for
terror victims based on his experience in Israel. 

(Courtesy of Hadassah Medical Center)



Canadians Securities regulators clamp down even further on sale of insidious “binary
options” while Israeli parliamentarians continue to procrastinate taking action

By BERNIE BELLAN

In our March 19 issue this year we reported on the lead
role that a Manitoban had taken in attempting to rein in
the spread of binary options schemes throughout the

world.
In that article we explained what binary options are: “A

binary option is a financial option in which the payoff is
either some fixed monetary amount or nothing at all. While
binary options theoretically play a role in asset pricing, they
are prone to fraud and banned by regulators in many juris-
dictions as a form of gambling. Many binary option outlets
have been exposed as scams.” (Source: Wikipedia).

Here is how binary options schemes work: A customer (or
dupe, to put it more accurately) may be contacted by a salesperson for a
binary options firm. Many customers are, in fact, lured by ads that are post-
ed throughout the internet advertising huge potential payoffs for customers.

Then, according to an article that first appeared in the Times of Israel,
“Having transferred their first financial deposit to the company, customers
log in to an online trading platform, as directed by the company’s sales-
people, and place money on a prediction that the price of a currency or
commodity will go up or down on international markets in, say, the next
five minutes. If the customer predicts correctly, he makes a profit of a cer-
tain percentage and the company loses money. If the customer is wrong, he
loses all the money he placed on the trade, and the company keeps it.”

But, even if a customer should somehow bet correctly, the odds of ever
cashing in are minuscule. As I noted in that March article, “employees (of
binary options firms) are trained in a variety of deceptive techniques,
promising investors that they can get their money back when, in fact, the
firms dealing in binary options hardly ever return anyone’s money.”

So, you might ask, this is all well and interesting, but why report on this
in a Jewish newspaper? The answer is that the majority of binary options
firms are located in Israel. According to Jason Roy, who is lead investiga-
tor for the Manitoba Securities Commission and who is also the Canadian
Securities Administrators Chair of a Task Force on Binary Options, binary

options companies mislead individuals by listing “on their
websites that their corporate registries are in Cyprus, or the
Seychelles, or Belize or Panama or Gibraltar or the Marshall
Islands – places that have secretive banking and easy corpo-
rate registration.” 

In fact, Israeli fraudsters engaged in the selling of binary
options have been reaping huge rewards. In a more recent
article, again in the Times of Israel, it was reported that
“Israel’s largely fraudulent online trading industry has been
estimated to bring in between $5 billion and $10 billion a
year and to have employed well over 10,000 people at its
peak. There are hundreds, if not thousands of Israelis, who
occupied positions of authority in these companies.”

This past week we were contacted by a spokesperson for the Canadian
Securities Administrators (CSA) who said that my March article had
received wide attention. The spokesperson added that the CSA was about
to release a statement about further action that it had taken to counteract the
selling of binary options and wondered whether I would like to speak with
Jason Roy again. I said I would and the next day I conducted an over-the-
phone interview with Jason.

During our conversation, Jason said that the CSA was now implementing
regulations that make it illegal “to advertise, offer, sell or otherwise trade
binary options shorter than 30 days with any individual.”

The overriding problem, however, as Jason was quick to admit, it that
since binary options traders operate overseas, “Will the new regulations
stop binary options scams from targeting Canadians? The short answer is
‘no’.”

In fact, the CSA has been actively attempting to make Canadians aware
of the dangers and pitfalls inherent in the buying of buying binary options
for some years now. According to Jason Roy, the CSA received over 800
complaints from Canadians who had fallen prey to binary options schemes
in 2016 and the CSA is on track to receive roughly the same number of
complaints again in 2017.

As I also noted in my March article, however, it “was the suicide last year
of an Edmonton man who had lost over $330,000 as a result of falling vic-
tim to one of these binary option fraudsters that really brought Canadians’
attention to the insidious manner in which telephone solicitors lure naïve
investors into their schemes.”

So – you might ask, why hasn’t Israel clamped down on these binary
options fraudsters? Again, it was the Times of Israel that provided answers
to that question. (By the way, it has been the reporting of the Times of
Israel, especially the brilliant investigative reporting of a reporter by the
name of Simona Weinglass, that really tore the covers off the Israeli bina-
ry options industry.)

In a Sept. 24 story in the Times of Israel reporting on the arrest in the
United States of a leading figure in the binary options industry in Israel, a
36-year-old woman by the name of Lee Elbaz, it was noted that legislation
to make illegal the sale of binary options from within Israel has been stuck
in the Knesset, after having been introduced on August 2nd.

Incredibly, the Chair of Israel’s ruling coalition, led by the Likud Party,
someone by the name of David Bitan, admitted that even though the legis-
lation has been approved by the Knesset’s Reforms Committee and now
awaits a vote in the Knesset as a whole, he is reluctant to introduce the leg-
islation for a Knesset vote because, as “Bitan told fellow Knesset members
on August 7 his reluctance stems from the fact that a family connected
to SpotOption, the binary options platform, is among his biggest sup-
porters in the Likud Central Committee, the body that determines
who the Likud Knesset members will be and how high they are ranked
in the party hierarchy” (emphasis mine). In other words Bitan is admit-
ting that he is under the thumb of a family connected to organized crime –
and he doesn’t seem the least bit embarrassed by that fact! Oy!

The final word on this subject goes to an Israeli lawyer, Nimrod Assif,
who has represented victims of binary options schemes. Following the
arrest of Lee Elbaz in the United States for “wire fraud” and “conspiracy
to commit wire fraud”, Assif commented to the Times of Israel that “When
it comes to enforcement against financial fraud, the authorities in Israel are
decades behind the ones in the US. That is reflected in the dedication to the
rule of law, and the competence needed in order to deal with the complex-
ity involved.”

Thus, while Canadian regulators may be steadfast in their resolve to
make it as difficult as possible for binary options companies to advertise
their schemes in Canada, it’s really up to Israeli legislators to deal a deci-
sive blow to the industry. It’s almost impossible to believe that the Knesset
won’t pass legislation to do precisely that simply because some members
of the Knesset admit that they are beneficiaries of financial contributions
from individuals who are closely associated with such a nefarious industry.
Or, has corruption in Israel become so widespread and accepted that
Knesset members aren’t even embarrassed to openly admit their willing-
ness to be corrupted? 
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“Strangers with the Same Dream”
By Alison Pick
Alfred A. Knopf Canada, 2017
365 pages

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

What a treat it was to put down
Méira Cook’s latest novel,
“Once More With Feeling”,

and almost immediately begin reading
another novel by a brilliant Jewish
Canadian woman, Alison Pick – two
completely different novels and two
entirely different styles of writing, but
both absolutely captivating.

Set in 1920s Palestine or, as the early halutzim already called it, “Eretz
Yisrael”, “Stranger with the Same Dream” tells the story of the founding of
a fictitious kibbutz somewhere along the Jordan River,  not too far from the
Sea of Galilee. 

The book is told in three parts, from three different  perspectives: Ida’s –
who has just arrived from Russia where her father has been killed in a
pogrom and her mother has decided to send her away so that she, at least,
will have a chance of surviving; David’s – the kibbutz leader who, as we
come to learn, has a dark past and an even darker nature; and Hannah’s –
David’s wife, who suffers terribly, not only because of David’s total
neglect, but because of other terrible events that have happened to her
through no fault of her own.

Amidst the swirling emotions that surround these three very well-drawn
characters we meet other halutzim who, rather than being the kind of card-
board characters we’re used to imaging early pioneers in Israel as having
been, from romantic depictions in books and films – you know, shorts-
wearing, hard working, dancing the hora at night, turning the barren land
into rich fields types– all imbued with the Zionist dream  - the individuals
in “Strangers with the Same Dream” are all too real, many warts and all.
It’s so easy to identify with them as they cope with one unbearable chal-
lenge after another – whether it’s the heat, the mosquitoes, the rocky soil,
the constant looming threat of attack from their Arab neighbours, hunger,
and so on, that the fact that enough of them survived and persevered to
build the modern State of Israel, can’t help but make one  realize how truly
heroic those early pioneers were.

Yet, along with this book being a beautifully drawn description of all the
challenges those early halutzim faced, it’s also a riveting mystery. The fur-
ther I got into “Strangers with the Same Dream” the more I was compar-
ing it in my mind to the novel that was all the sensation two years ago,
“The Girl on the Train”, by Paula Hawkins.

Something terrible has happened at some point; there is considerable
foreshadowing and occasional hints as to what’s taken place. But, it’s only
toward the very end of the book that we find out exactly what happened.
Yet, during the course of “Strangers with the Same Dream”, other cruel
twists of fate occur from time to time – some that might have been pre-
vented had only a little more care been taken, others totally unavoidable,
such as the many halutzim who come down with “kalachat” (malaria). The
relative dispassionate attitude that so many of the characters display
toward the frequent intrusion of random death into their lives, I suppose, is
the only way that most of them could have persevered. Indeed, during the
course of the story, not everyone is able to cope with the omnipresent dan-
gers that life on an early kibbutz held.

What Alison Pick also does – and this is a credit to the formidable
research she has undertaken, is peel back many of the myths that have
grown up about those early halutzim. One chapter, in which the members
of one kibbutz decide whether it’s too early to start allowing children to be
born on to the kibbutz, is blood curdling in just thinking about young
Jewish women being forced to undergo abortions, yet for the members of
the kibbutz, it comes down to a practical consideration: Is the kibbutz suf-
ficiently developed to sustain the raising of children, not just in terms of
the extra food that will be required, but in terms of the diversion of
resources from other required areas, such as cultivating fields, and orchards
and tending to them?

Here is one excerpt that describes how holidays that have now been ele-
vated to major events within the Jewish community were relatively unim-
portant to the early halutzim – until the deliberate decision was taken to
magnify their significance for specific reasons:

“Thin Rivka and the Angel Gabriel wanted to light the Hanukkah candles
with Ruth and Hannah. It was something the children had all done with

Liora, who had an
uncanny knack for
reinstating old
Hebrew festivals
that nobody knew
had existed in the
first place. She had
plucked from the
air the Israeli folk
dances that had
been lost to time,
and taught them
anew to the chil-
dren. She had

shown them how to celebrate Tu B’Shevat, a holiday nobody had even
heard of. And she had found an old menorah that Rivka pulled out of her
bag now, along with the tapered candles to fill it.”

As per the usual custom of the “People of the Book Club” anyone is invit-
ed to attend – even if you haven’t read the book that is the subject for dis-
cussion. In the case of “Strangers with the Same Dream”, not only will
some attendees be able to offer their comments on a beautiful work of fic-
tion, others might find the discussion of early pioneer life in Israel to be
highly educational. I know that even though I thought I knew a fair bit
about that period in Israel’s history, this book opened my eyes so much
more about the hardships the halutzim endured. 

As well, Alison Pick (as well as Méira Cook) will both be appearing at
the upcoming Tarbut festival. I, myself, am looking forward to seeing
Alison discuss her book live on stage. Also, while I saw Méira do that last
week at McNally Robinson’s, she’s such a treat  to listen to talking about
the craft of writing – and so very funny, that I won’t miss the opportunity
to hear her again.
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Alison Pick’s long-awaited new novel to be first subject 
of new season of the  “People of the Book Club”

ALISON PICK



International directors of Bridges for Peace visit Winnipeg

By BERNIE BELLAN

A
number of members of
Bridges for Peace, along
with invited guests from the

Jewish community here, gathered
at the Bridges for Peace offices on
Portage Avenue on Wednesday,
October 4, to hear reports about
BFP activities from BFP
International Development
Director Rev. Cheryl Hauer and
Deputy International Development
Director Terry Mason, both of
whom live in Israel.

Rev. Hauer reported on the suc-
cess that BFP has had in expanding
to new countries, including South
Korea three years ago and Russia
this past year. There are now a total
of nine countries with BFP offices
in the world, she noted.

Rev. Hauer listed the objectives
of BFP:

- “to provide a way for Christians
to tangibly express their support for
Israel”;

- “to make a statement that we”
(Israelis and Jews who support
Israel) “are not alone”.

Over the years BFP has played a
vital role in contributing to the
well-being of tens of thousands of
less privileged Israelis by:

- providing food for over 25,000
Israelis monthly;

- providing hot meals for tens of
thousands of Israeli school chil-
dren;

- helping to refurbish residences

for hundreds of Israelis
With hundreds of volunteers who

visit Israel for a few weeks at a
time, BFP has 12 different projects
ongoing there. There are two
administrative cenres in Israel:
Jerusalem and Karmiel.

In addition to its active projects in

Israel, BFP devotes much of its
attention to what Rev. Hauer
described as “hasbarah” (informa-
tion).

Various members of BFP men-
tioned the strong relationships that
have been forged by their organiza-
tion with members of the Jewish

community here. (Rev. John
Howson was the Negev Gala hon-
ouree several years ago, while the
Jewish Federation, through its
Community Relations Director,
Shelley Faintuch, has worked hand-
in-hand with BFP to improve the
image of Israel among Christians
here.)

Terry Mason, Deputy
International Development
Director, noted that the largest
source of support for BFP comes
from two countries: the U.S.
(unsurprisingly) and Japan (sur-
prise!)

So many members of BFP in
Winnipeg have spent long periods
of volunteer service in Israel that
Rev. John Howson said there is a
name given for those particular
volunteers: “Israelites”.

While all BFP volunteers are
Christian, Terry Mason said that
BFP is an organization devoted to
“reconciliation”.

Eric Malloy told the story how
Rabbi Reuven Bulka of Ottawa ini-
tiated a city-wide event there so
that the Jewish community could
be made aware of the persecution
of Coptic Christians in Egypt. 

He added that members of BFP
also came to the aid of members of
the Yazidi community through the
efforts of Yolanda Papini-Pollock,
who was one of the originators of
what became known as Opertion
Ezra.
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“Sukkot on the Crescent”

Some 30 people partici-
pated in the “Sukkot on
the Crescent” program
sponsored by the Rady
JCC and Shaarey Zedek
Congregation on Sunday,
Oct. 1. Beginning at the
Asper Campus, partici-
pants walked to the
Shaarey Zedek where
Rabbi Alan Green gave an
informative talk about the
meaning of Sukkot.

Bridges for Peace staff members along with guests from the Jewish
community (l-r): Ran Ukashi, B’nai Brith Regional Director for
Manitoba; Rev. Don James, National Development Director, BFP;
Yolanda Papini-Pollock, Winnipeg Friends of Israel; Rebecca Malloy,
BFP representative;  Eric Malloy, National Director, BFP; Miriam
Schwab, Administrative Assistant, BFP; Rev. Cheryl Hauer,
International Development Director, BFP; Rev. John Howson,
National Director Emeritus, BFP; Terry Mason, Deptuy International
Development Director, BFP; Victoria James, Executive Assistant,
BFP; Peter Fast, Deputy National Director, BFP

Balmoral Hall girls raise funds for cancer

Members of
Balmoral Hall School's
community, joined by
students and teachers
from Mulvey School,
walked five kilometres
throughout West
Broadway on
Thursday, Oct. 5 in
support of Girls for the
Cure.

Together, the stu-
dents were raising
funds for CancerCare
Manitoba Foundation
in advance of the annu-
al Guardian Angel
Benefit for Women's
Cancer. 

Established in 2001,
students, staff, and
alumnae, along with
their families, have
committed to Girls for
the Cure wholehearted-
ly throughout its 17-
year history, raising
more than $388,000
for the foundation.

In a release issued by
Balmoral Hall, it was
stated that “ BH girls
care about wellness,
particularly that of others, and through ongoing participation in Girls for
the Cure they continue to make a difference.”

Students from Balmoral Hall gathered at the
Manitoba Legislature following  their five-
kilometre walk as part of ‘Girls for the
Cure”.

Presenting a cheque for $18,850 to the
Manitoba Cancer Foundation from students
at Balmoral Hall are (l-r):  students Claire
Venevongsa, Sophie Schwartz, and Rachael
Buchwald, with Nicola Lindley Starin,
Senior Manager, Events, CancerCare
Manitoba Foundation.



Mitch Podolak: ‘A Citizen of Earth’
Last November Mitch

Podolak was leaving one of his
favourite Winnipeg restaurants,
the Evergreen on Pembina,
when he suddenly fell outside.
As he lay there somewhat
stunned, he realized that this
fall was about to change his
life. He couldn’t feel the lower

part of his body after landing hard on his neck. 
Fast forward to September 2017 and I’m sitting with

Mitch in his apartment on Sterling Lyon Parkway in
Tuxedo. He just turned 70 on September 21st. When I
said, “Imagine, Mitch Podolak living in Tuxedo,” he
quickly says, “It’s the wrong side of the tracks.” In a way
I guess he’s right and you can see and hear the rail line
close up from his window and Ikea is across the road. He
and his wife, Ava Kobrinsky, moved there after he was
released from the hospital in April of this year. They still
have their home in Wolseley, but Mitch can’t negotiate
the stairs and living on one floor is the way to go for now. 

These days, Mitch uses a motorized wheelchair to get
around and his apartment has specialized equipment to
help him stand and perform his physiotherapy. He admits
he loves the exercise. Mitch has come a long way from that fateful day last
November and can now stand on his own, walk unaided for a short dis-
tance, and has regained much of the feeling in his body. There’s still a long
way to go to be considered normal, but he’s confident that by the end of
this year, he’ll be more mobile.

For those who know him, Mitch’s name is synonymous with the
Winnipeg Folk Festival,  the Edmonton and Vancouver Folk Festivals, the
West End Cultural Centre, The Stan Rogers Festival in Canso, Home
Routes... the list goes on. He’s also well known for his political action and
work in trying to bring about change. His efforts have led to his being
awarded with  an Honourary Doctorate from Brandon University and the
Order of Manitoba from the Province.

When Mitch had to attend the award’s ceremonies, he knew that he had
to wear something a bit more sophisticated than his usual black T shirt and
jeans. He called up friend and magician Brian Glow to be his fashion con-
sultant. After spending $600 on a dapper black suit, black shirt and silver
tie, Mitch shocked many by appearing in his new clothes.

So how did Mitch come to be where he is now, a veritable living legend
- a man with more stories to tell than a recovering addict at a 12 step meet-
ing? 

It all started in Toronto in 1947, when he was born to Rhoda Layefsky
and Noach Podolak. His dad was 20 years older than his mum. Mitch is  the
youngest of three children, after Alice, the oldest, who lives in Cape Breton
and his brother Mark, a retired Treasury Board Analyst in Ottawa, who’s
known as the white sheep of the family. The Podolak family lived on Major
Street, in a neighbourhood full of Jews and Europeans located between
Bathhurst and Spadina. His father Noach, originally from Poland, was a
housepainter, who also did theatrical sets for the Yiddish Theatre in New
York for a period of time and was a friend of the well known Jewish actor,
Paul Muni. His mum Rhoda was a strong loving woman who was born in
Canada. Her dad, Mitch’s grandfather Avram Liebe, played a special role
in his life and was his hero. The two had a special relationship. During the
Spanish Civil War, Rhoda was an organizer for the Friends of the
Mackenzie-Papineau Battalion.

Both Mitch’s parents were passionate socialists and he grew up in a rich
atmosphere full of fervent political discussions. Mitch’s dad was a member
of the Communist Party, but pulled out of the organization in 1956, over
the invasion of Hungary and anti-Semitism in the Soviet Union. It was also
the year he died, when he was only 56. Mitch was only nine years old at
the time and Rhoda, who was now widowed in her thirties, turned her ener-
gy to providing for her three kids. She worked as a bookkeeper and
remained a widow until her passing in 2005.

At the age of seven, Mitch started to learn how to play the clarinet. The
lessons were classical and he really didn’t like it. Although he grew up in
an era when rock & roll was making its debut and was just beginning to
move the world in a different direction, Mitch was destined to follow a dif-
ferent musical path altogether. When he was 13, his older sister Alice had
two tickets to go to a concert at Massey Hall with a guy who was a no-
show. Instead she took Mitch, who thought his sister was going to take him
to the symphony. To his surprise, it was to a concert that forever changed
his life. The featured performer was folk legend Pete Seeger and young
Mitch was simply awestruck, especially by one song. On the way home,
Alice explained to him what that particular piece, the “Bells of Rhymney”
was about and what the performer was trying to get across to the audience.
He connected with the songs in a way that was new and liberating. Since
that day, Mitch has become an ultra passionate supporter and fan of folk
music, the kind we call “singer songwriter” now. Along the way, he also

learned how to play the banjo quite
well. 

Mitch comes by his musical ability
quite honestly. His uncle Philip on his
dad’s side was the conductor of the
Polish Army Symphony and his dad,
Noach, played the clarinet.

Growing up in a very socialist family,
Mitch was sensitive to the actions of the
McCarthy era. He recalled two televi-
sion shows in the fifties that were anti-
communist: “The Man called X” and “I
Led Three Lives.” Both seemed to have
the communists meeting in basements,
with peeling paint and bare wire light-
bulbs hanging from the ceiling. The
plots were often about how to recruit
new members and sabotage buildings.
On the walls there were portraits of
Marx, Lenin, Engels, and Stalin, and
they all spoke in bad Russian accents. 

As Mitch’s awareness of how social-
ism could benefit society deepened, he
recalled one event that sticks with him

till today. It was seeing a hungry man eat chicken out of a garbage can, an
image that’s put much into perspective for him.

In 1961, at the age of 14, he joined what was known at the time, as the
Y.S.A., the Young Socialist’s Alliance, in Toronto - a Trotskyite youth
movement, where everyone called each other “comrade”. Mitch was the
youngest member by only a few months. When he first attended a meeting,
much like the TV shows, there were portraits on the wall of Marx, Lenin
and Engels, but instead of Stalin, there was Leon Trotsky. His involvement
gave him the tools and inspiration to engage in socialism and later the anti
Viet Nam war movement. Around that time, he met Harry Paine at a
nuclear disarma-
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Continued on page 21. See “Mitch Podolak”.
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Jewish routines help us cope
At 7 AM, I came downstairs on a school morn-

ing, and discovered one of my six year olds was
busy. He’d filled up a container with water so he
could watch his expandable water toys
grow–again. After the toys grow enormously in
the water, we dump out the water. We let them
dry and shrink and put them away for a month.
This is frequently repeated ritual in our house.
Any good science experiment is one worth

repeating, right?
Good teaching requires frequent repetition. Life, it seems, is also proba-

bly the best teacher. I’ve been thinking about how to cope with and learn
from the repetition of the Jewish calendar as it applies to life’s other ups
and downs. 

One of our dogs, Harry, has been very ill with lymphosarcoma. By the
time you read this column, Harry, aged 13 and a half, may no longer be
with us. For people who have animals, you know how hard this transition
can be. Yes, there are all sorts of veterinary interventions for pets now, but
this cycle of life and death can’t be avoided. Although some Jews have
lived in cities, away from animals, historically, Jews have also lived,
worked, and loved animals on farms, in villages, towns and cities. The
Talmud teaches us that we must feed our animals before we eat. More gen-
erally, Jewish tradition teaches that we must treat animals humanely, and
cannot allow an animal to suffer unnecessarily. (This applies even in
Kashrut, to animals we eat.)

Harry’s illness requires our kids to be careful. Our dog is very sore, and
cries out sometimes at night, which wakes up little boys. We’ve been slow-
ly introducing the topic of dying at odd moments, when we sense our kids
need to talk. Jewish tradition has supportive rituals for illness, death, and
burial. While these aren’t necessarily applicable to our bird dog, it’s a use-
ful way of remembering that our tradition gives us help during times of ill-
ness, death, and in mourning. 

The timing of all this has also hit my husband and me. When we pray to
be inscribed in the Book of Life, both of us recalled relatives who passed
away around the time of the High Holidays in years past. If you keep track
of the Jewish calendar (as well as the secular one), you may connect Jewish
holidays with your personal history, such as associating Kol Nidre with the
death of a great-uncle, walking home from shul, as I do.

Tying our lives to the Jewish calendar and to these mourning rituals helps
us connect to generations of Jews who came before us, who mourned peo-
ple (and animals) and who made an effort to live with joy as best they
could.

Recently, my husband and I became Canadian citizens. We juggled our
citizenship ceremony with three trips to the vet in one day. At the ceremo-
ny, the official suggested we would always remember the date. Instead, I
wondered if I could forget Harry’s medical needs at home while we were

at the ceremony.
When we got home though, we chose to celebrate becoming Canadian.

Friends came over–they’d planned to meet our kids after school if we were
late getting back from the ceremony, but we all gathered together instead.
My husband got us a cake from Eva’s Gelato, and Marcello, one of the
(Jewish Argentinian) owners, insisted on a big cake–because our citizen-
ship was a big thing! (Thank you, Eva’s!)

As Sukkot and Thanksgiving occur, we have this opportunity to reflect,
with gratitude, on the amazing things we have. We can be thankful for plen-
tiful harvest and food, for the opportunity to celebrate outside with our
families and friends before winter hits, and for our good times, together.

Watching those silly toys expand in the water reminded me to think back
to other holidays and happy occasions. When we lived in Kentucky, we
were fairly isolated and did not have many Jewish friends nearby.
However, we mail-ordered a lulav and etrog, and we built our sukkah on a
brick patio in our large fenced backyard.

Over the years, we had some big Sukkot dinner parties there. We lit can-
dles as it was dark in the Sukkah, and we would eat a fancy meal with some
(non-Jewish) friends to celebrate. Meanwhile, in the yard, just beyond the
Sukkah, the fancy table settings outside and the lights, I saw that our bird
dogs, Harry (the setter mix) and Sally (the pointer mix), were doing every
kind of rambunctious (and embarrassing) kind of loud dog play.

Our guests were biology professors, like my husband. They laughed,
making jokes about how to observe and understand dog behavior before
returning to enjoying their meal and time outdoors. Harry the dog stopped
roughhousing so he could chase crickets as they hopped about on the
bricks.

We use ritual and holidays to mark time passing, and to observe our tra-
ditions in many ways. Here’s hoping that the Jewish calendar, ritual and
traditions can help you can embrace both the hard times, and the sweet and
memorable happy ones in the year ahead. I’m hoping to hold onto the danc-
ing lights, those fall Sukkahs, and the young cricket chasing dog. I’m
remembering the frolicking as well as doing my utmost to ease the last days
of an elderly, sick dog. 

Harry the dog has been a laidback, playful, loving and opinionated part
of our household, much like his movie namesake, “When Harry Met Sally.”
Embracing the seasons of our Jewish calendar can sometimes help ease the
hardest part, and make our celebrations more richly joyful. Chag Sukkot
Sameach. (Happy Sukkot.) 

Joanne Seiff writes regularly for CBC-Manitoba as well as for Jewish
publications like this one. She’s the author of three books, including a book
about the Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This column collection is now available for digital
download, or as a paperback from Amazon. See more about her on her
blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF



By MYRON LOVE 
In addition to what Bernie has already inserted  in this

issue about Monty Hall, I thought I’d write about him
myself. I had occasion to report on Monty Hall several
times over the years. Here is my final report:

Monty Hall, who passed away recently  at the age of 96,
may have been one of the greatest exemplars of the con-
cept of “paying it forward”. In 1942, a Winnipeg Jewish
garment manufacturer (Max Freed) saw promise in the
young Winnipegger and proposed to help pay the then
Monte Halperin’s way through university on condition
that Hall maintain top grades; that he help someone else in
his lifetime; and lastly, he was never to tell anyone where
the money came from. (While Monty did adhere to the
first two rules, he didn’t keep to his promise not to reveal
the source of his funds. As he explained in his 1973 auto-
biography, “Emcee Monty Hall”, Max Freed was
maligned  by others as a “playboy”. Monty wrote that he
wanted to straighten out that misconception of Max Freed by telling the
truth about him.)

Over the years, Hall paid back that debt in spades.

As most readers are undoubtedly aware, Hall left for LA in 1955 and
went to work in television. In 1963, he created the popular game show
Let’s Make a Deal which he hosted for 23 years. Hall retired to focus on
fund-raising for various charities. He made over 100 appearances every
year for years in the U.S., Canada, and the United Kingdom and raised
hundreds of millions of dollars for causes ranging from the Variety Clubs
International to the Muscular Dystrophy Association.

As the International Ambassador for Variety Clubs International, and
as a founding member of the Variety Club of Manitoba, Monty Hall ded-
icated himself and worked tirelessly to improve the quality of life for dis-
abled and disadvantaged children in our province and around the world.

In honouring Hall and his brother Robert, the Variety Club of Manitoba
contributed funds to build the CNIB’s Children’s Room in Winnipeg (for

Occupational Therapy services). This donation was
dedicated to the memory of their parents Rose and
Maurice Halperin. Subsequent donations (at Monty
Hall’s urging) were made to provide new equipment
and toys for visually-impaired children using this
facility.

During his lifetime, Hall received many accolades,
including a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in
1973, a Golden Palm Star on the Palm Springs Walk
of Stars in 2000 and induction into Canada’s Walk of
Fame in 2002. 

In 2007, he was one of the first inductees into the
American TV Game Show Hall of Fame in Las Vegas.
He received the Lifetime Achievement Award at the
2013 Daytime Emmy Awards.

For his humanitarian work, he received the Order of
Canada in 1988.

He also has a street named after him in the Maples
thanks to the lobbying efforts of my late friend, Tillie Goren, who felt
that he deserved it because he never forgot Winnipeg. 

My own outstanding memory of Monty Hall was an appearance he put
in at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue one Shabbat morning about 40 years
ago. My wife and I happened to be in attendance that Shabbat and won-
dered at the number of people there. We didn’t see any Bar/Bat mitzvah
signs. 

Our question was answered when the rabbi called up Monty Hall
instead of giving his own sermon. Hall spoke very well, naturally. He
was in Winnipeg for a Hadassah fundraiser. 

He concluded his remarks by observing that he knew one is not
allowed to applaud in a synagogue during a Shabbat service. He said that
he would know how well his speech was received by how much money
Hadassah would receive. The rabbi then called for a round of applause
for Monty Hall.

Hall was a down-to-earth individual who never forgot his hometown.
He was truly an outstanding ambassador for Manitoba.

coast all-star show to raise funds to meet the
needs of the families of those killed; It was
an effort pointed out by Rep. Thomas M.
Rees in the U.S. House of Representatives,

in which he hailed Hall as being “something much more important than the
host of a popular television show; He is a humanitarian.”

Throughout his adult life, Monty Hall has been active in Jewish organi-
zations, serving on the board of governors of United Jewish Welfare Fund
in Los Angeles at the present; and on the boards of State of Israel Bonds
and the Los Angeles Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

In 1960, the Jewish National Fund dedicated a park in honor of Monty’s
mother, Rose Halparin; it is known as Gan Shoshona (Rose Garden) to per-
petuate her name in recognition of her lifetime devotion to the State of
Israel. Following her death 10 years later, Monty and his brother Robert
created a second park bearing her name in the Carmel Forest.

Here’s something from the 1990 issue about the “Naming of Monty
Hall Drive”:

By MYRON LOVE
With the official unveiling of Monty Hall Drive on Thursday, June 28,

Tillie Goren’s long campaign to have a Winnipeg street named in honor of
one of the city’s favorite and best known native sons has come to a suc-
cessful conclusion.

Goren, a lifelong North Ender, first came up with the idea one January
day five years ago when a local radio station encouraged people to go to
the airport to greet Hall, who was returning to Winnipeg for one of his
many fundraising visits.

Although she didn’t know Hall personally, it occurred to her that, with his
still strong attachment to his home town and his contributions of good
works as a whole, the city should honor him.

Last July, Greg Jasper of Genstar Development Company read an article
about Goren and her interest in staging a block party with Hall present to
celebrate the street naming.

Jasper, the project manager for Seven Oaks Crossings, contacted her and,
as her health was not up to organizing the party, told her Genstar would do
it.

It actually turned out to be a triple celebration. Not only was Hall hon-
ored with a street name, but so was the Simkin family, who founded
Genstar (originally BACM) 40 years ago. Hall and Abe Simkin actually go
back a long way together. When Hall was the first Jewish president of the
University of Manitoba Students Union, Simkin was the first Jewish trea-
surer.

Over the years no one wrote more about Monty, especially his ongoing
contributions to Variety, the children’s charity, than the late Gene Telpner,
who founded the Manitoba branch of Variety together with Monty. Here is
what Gene’s wife, Fritzie, had to say about Monty: “Monty was a good
friend to us and he will be sadly missed. He visited Gene at the Sharon
Home and even sent me a happy birthday video last year for my 95th birth-
day. He was a real mensch.”

I,  myself, never had the honour of meeting Monty Hall in person, but I
did attend several events at which he emceed. I wrote about one of those
events in 2011, when I recalled a funny story Monty had told about emcee-
ing a Hadassah dinner in Los Angeles one year.

Apparently, according to Hall, Angelenos prefer to see their evenings end
early, since they spend so much time getting home on the freeway.

As it was, this particular function, which had been held to honour a par-
ticular individual, had been going on well past its appointed end time,
when the guest speaker was called upon to speak. That particular guest
speaker was none other than Alexander Haig who, although he not yet been
appointed Secretary of State, was Henry Kissinger’s deputy and a man
worthy of some respect (especially in Haig’s mind).

Unfortunately, as Hall told the story, someone decided it would be a good
idea to have one person at every table receive a rose, which were all deliv-
ered from the dais – one at a time. Naturally, this took an interminable
amount of time to complete and, by the time Haig got up to speak, guests
were getting fidgety about being able to hit the freeway – which, for any-
one who has visited Los Angeles, takes a monstrous amount of time to nav-
igate.

As Hall told it, Haig had finished giving his speech, but then proceeded
to ask the members of the audience whether there were any questions. At
that point, the guest of honour rose up from his seat, went up to Haig, and
said: “Enough already!”

Haig was so shaken, Hall noted, that he sat down.

Another time Hall told how he had been asked to MC a Hadassah event
in Cleveland. It was the middle of summer, Hall noted.

When he landed at the Cleveland airport, he said he didn’t know who was
going to be picking him up – but, sure enough, he spotted two women who
he knew were from Hadassah and were there to meet him.

How did he know? Who else would be wearing fur coats in the middle of
summer!
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Monty Hall
Continued from page 8.

Monty Hall: international fundraising superstar

Monty Hall c 1970 
courtesy Jewish Heritage Centre 
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BEVERLY ABRAMS (nee Resnick)
Peacefully, on August 6, 2017, Beverly Abrams

passed at home after a brief battle with cancer. Born in
Winnipeg on February 12, 1936, Beverly was the
youngest of three girls born to Molly and Nathan
Resnick.

Beverly married Bill Abrams on June 23, 1957. They
enjoyed raising their three daughters Shari Abrams,
Moleigh (Alain) Wiesenthal, Fayanne (Avrom) Charach
and together created a family. Beverly was a devoted
Baba to Tali, Zev, and Carli. Her grandchildren were
the best part of her life, she often told stories to her
friends about her beautiful grandchildren. Beverly
leaves behind many of her nieces and nephews whom
she also loved dearly.

Beverly was predeceased by her husband, Bill Abrams
as well as her sisters Myra Halprin and Betty Charus.

Beverly wanted to live out her last days quietly and
did so with the companionship of her caregivers Donnie,
Levi , Reita and Tessa and of her daughters who visited
every day. We thank the palliative care unit who helped
Beverly and her family through the tough final weeks.

Donations in memory of Beverly can be made to the
Bill & Beverly Abrams Memorial Fund at the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, or to the charity of your
choice.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID BAKER
who passed away
October 17, 2002

12 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Gerry, son Les, son-in-law
Jack,  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH M.
BENDER
who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 Days in Tishrei
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

33rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
SEGAL

who passed away
October 18, 1984
22 Days in Tishrei

Already thirty-three years have
passed since you left us. Our
sorrow will forever be as great
as the day you were taken from
us and your memory shall never
be forgotten in the hearts of
your daughter, Edna, son-in-
law Hy, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

RACHELLE CHODIRKER
Peacefully, at L.H.S.C.-

University Hospital on
Thursday, September 28,
2017, Rachelle Chodirker
of London at the age of 80.
Daughter of the late
William and Gitel Raizen.
Beloved wife of Bill. Lov-
ing mother of David
(Shira), Judy, and Sharon
(Chaim). Devoted Baba of
Liat, Ziv, Eli, Maayan,
Lior, Samara, Talia, Zev

and Galit. Dear sister of Morris Raizen (Carol) and the
late Joseph Raizen (Evelyn).

The funeral service was held at Or Shalom Syna-
gogue, 534 Huron Street, London, Ontario on Sunday,
October 1, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. with Rabbi Clark offici-
ating. Interment Or Shalom Cemetery, London, On-
tario. Shiva followed at 14 Doon Drive Unit 35. For
further Shiva, service details and to express online
condolences go to www.loganfh.ca. (519-433-6181).

Donations can be made to Canadian Hadassah Wizo
or a charity of choice.

A special thank you to Dr. Pearl Langer, Dr. R.
Feldman and Dr. I. Hramiak for their many years of
compassionate care.

A tree will be planted as a living memorial to Rachelle
Chodirker.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

NORMA GOLTSMAN
Nov 10, 1928 - Sept 13, 2017

It is with deep sadness
that we announce the
passing of Norma
Goltsman beloved wife of
Ronald for almost 68 years.
Loving mother of Marla
(Ken), Sam (Susan), Brent
(Marsha), and cherished
grandmother of David
(Giovanna),  Melissa,
Elana (Robert), Shera
(Bryon),  Ronit,  Cory,
Jordan and  their  mother

Nikki. Sister-in-law to Shirley (the late Norman), sister
of Lorraine (the late Lawrence) and many nieces,
nephews and friends.

Funeral services were held on Sunday, Sept 17,
2017.

Donations may be made to the Gwen Secter Seniors
Centre, the Simkin Centre or the charity of your choice.

“ Mom, you were one of a kind. We will love you and
miss you forever.”

MARVIN MUSCOVITCH
Peacefully, on Septem-

ber 30, 2017 Marvin
Muscovitch passed away
at the age of 86.

Born in Brandon, Mani-
toba on March 6, 1929,
Marvin enjoyed many pas-
times in his youth, such as
gymnastics, judo, tennis
and piano. Marvin gradu-
ated from Brandon Univer-
sity with a Bachelor’s De-

gree in Science, and subsequently moved to Winnipeg
with his parents Alec and Sarah, and much younger
brother Arthur. There, he pursued a career in account-
ing, and worked for the Manitoba Health Services
Commission for well over 40 years until his retirement
in 1922. Marvin was a man of few words, and enjoyed
classical music, old movies and watching television.
He also enjoyed his collection of watches, pens, and
books.

Marvin leaves behind his wife, Ruth, of 56 years,
daughters Heather (Joe) and Susan (Tal), grandchil-
dren Rio, Ariel, and Sara, brother Arthur (Freda),
nephews and cousins.

Our thanks and appreciation go out to the staff at
Seven Oaks Hospital, Grace Hospital, and most of all,
Extendicare Oakview Place for all their excellent and
compassionate care during his final months.

Funeral services were held at Congregation Etz
Chayim on Monday, October 2.

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
OCT.  11
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In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELEANOR
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
October 17, 2003
21 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH
DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

YOCHEVED
(JEANETTE)

PERLOV
who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

Sadly missed
Forever in our hearts
— Her children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY
GOLDBERG

who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ALAN LEVINE
who passed away
August 19, 2014

23 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by
his sister Marcia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)
LEVINE

who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Marcia.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 21, 2011
23 days in Tishrei

 Always remembered and
forever missed.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

One year ago
October 6, 2016

— With love from Shoshana,
Carmi, Jeriel, Silvan  and the
Stern family.

In loving memory of

CAROL ANN
SPILLER
who passed away
October 23, 2015

In memory of a life so
beautifully lived…
We hold you in our hearts
forever.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL FINK
who passed away
October 3, 2013

29 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, sister and brother-
in-law and family.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID
COLBERG
who passed away
October 28, 2008
29 days in Tishrei

Always in our thoughts.
— Lovingly remembered by
sister Audrey, son Shawn,
and granddaughter Desiree.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of

LOUIS PAISNER
who passed away
October 31, 1957

5 days in Cheshvan, 5718
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

SARA
BERKAL

who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi
LOUIS BERKAL

who passed away
October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family

In loving memory of

ANNA
MOSCOVITCH

who passed away
October 19, 2006
28 Days in Tishrei

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam



Film about persecution of Falun Gong 
to be shown at U of M

The Falun Dafa Student Association at UM will be screening  a film
titled  "Bleeding Edge"
on Thursday, Oct. 12.
from 7:00 - 8:30 pm in
Room 204, Armes
Building, the Univer-
sity of Manitoba.

The film tells the true
story of a mother, who
practices Falun Dafa
(also known as Falun
Gong) in China and
who was arrested by the
Chinese regime for her
beliefs. 

The film also features
2015 Miss World
Canada, Anastasia Lin,
who will also  be inter-
acting on “Facetime”
with audience members
during a Q&A  that will
follow the film. Due to
her outspoken criticism
of human rights in
China, Anastasia was
barred from entry to the
Miss World pageant by
Chinese authorities despite her having  landed in Hong Kong in readiness
for her transit to Mainland China. . As well, her father, who is still living
in China was  threatened by authorities. 

This heart-wrenching film, based on actual events ongoing in China,
reveals an important message about the persecution and forced organ har-
vesting of Falun Gong practitioners in China. 
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In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his daughters,
son-in-law, grandchildren,
sister, nephews and nieces.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 20, 2009

2 Days in Chesvan
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID ARI
HERSHFIELD

who passed away
October 9, 2007

28 days in Tishrei, 5768
— Forever remembered and
loved by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVIN SERA
who passed away
October 18, 2015

5 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his  loving
children and grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Always remembered and sadly missed by their son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RITA LEPKIN
who passed away
October 24, 2014
30 days in Tishri

– Ever remembered and dearly
missed by her niece Rozanne.

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM SEGAL
(nee Atnikov)

who passed away
October 11, 2007
30 Days in Tishrei

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
—Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and siblings.

Community news



ment meeting - a man who would go
on to become one of his best friends.

In 1968, Mitch made the move to
Winnipeg to study as a mature student

at the University of Manitoba and specifically do political organizing. He
also established the Vietnam Mobilization Committee. Mitch recalled one
particular scene during this period, when he and his friend Joe Flexer orga-
nized a major event at the U of M. They wanted to go to the Dow Chemical
company’s recruitment centre on campus to demonstrate. At the time, Dow
was one of the manufacturers of napalm, a rather nasty incendiary weapon
used in Viet Nam against the Viet Cong and innocent people. It would stick
to the skin and cause severe burns.

In anticipation, Mitch and Joe went to a hardware store and bought the
biggest chains and padlocks they could find to lock the doors to the centre.
After entering and insisting they be able to talk to the Human Resources
manager, he eventually came out to hear their statement. It was Joe Flexer
who yelled out, “Our statement is, get the f_____ off our campus you war-
monging c__k s___s!” That’s when the situation escalated. The manager
went back into the building and the protesters pulled out the lock and
chains to stop people from entering and exiting. Soon there were a thou-
sand people and fights began to break out. As Mitch recalls, it was a crazy
time. Mitch recalls that his salary as an organizer was a hundred dollars a
month. In 1970, he left Winnipeg and began to do more political work in
Halifax. It was during this time, that Mitch first met Winnipegger Ava
Kobrinsky, his wife of 40 plus years. They met in 1971 at the Trotskyist
Hall in Toronto and were soon married. They returned to Winnipeg in 1972
when Mitch was 24.

Two years later, Mitch co-founded the Winnipeg Folk Festival with Ava
and Colin Gorrie and his life took on a completely different dimension.
Over the years, his expertise and vision helped establish almost all of the
major festivals throughout Western Canada, plus others in Ontario and the
Maritimes. He was a bonafide Folk Festival consultant.

As we talked, the subject shifted to music and Mitch showed me how he
couldn’t use his left hand any more to play the banjo. Some of the fingers
had lost their feeling and were also muscle damaged. He used his electric
wheelchair to move over to his desk and grabbed a harmonica. He blew a
few fat notes and told the story of how he came to play. One night, while
still in the hospital at around 10:30 pm, Mitch was in bed. He was startled
to hear a familiar voice asking people outside his room, “Where’s Mitch?”
when suddenly well known blues musician, Big Dave McLean barged in.
He handed him a harmonica and in his gruff voice said, “Here, learn how
to play it,” and quickly left.

His multi-month experience in the Health Sciences Centre has taught him
several things. He can’t say enough about the doctors, nurses and staff who
touched him through their professionalism, dedication and caring. He
reflects a lot about what will happen with the impending cutbacks and what
will happen when more baby boomers enter the system.

Back in January, Mitch’s good friend - singer songwriter and artist
Heather Bishop, organized a crowdfunding initiative to help finance nec-
essary renovations to his home. It’ll allow him to live there eventually. The
goal was $20,000 . It went live on Thursday and by Friday, the goal had
been reached. Mitch was deeply touched by the outpouring of good wish-
es, stories and funds. It’s something he’ll never forget.

I asked Mitch if he had any regrets so far in his 70 years and his response
was an immediate “None.” I then asked what he was most proud of and he
said, “The work we did to help stop the war in Vietnam, the West End
Cultural Centre,” and he added, the numerous Folk Festivals he estab-
lished. Then, pausing for a few seconds, he smiled in his chair and said,
“I’m proud of my relationship with my wife, our partnership and my chil-
dren.”

“Ava is an unsung hero, brilliant at organization, without her, none of this
would have happened,” he added.

It’s not difficult to see what drives Mitch Podolak in terms of inspiration.
Basically, it’s two things: politics and music -in no particular order. It’s
where it started for him and where he continues to flourish and contribute

as a human being. The power of a moving lyric tied to a melody never fails
to move him. Pair that with his love of freedom, justice and menshlechkeit
and you realize, that his family and with what they inculcated him  is ever
present.

Mitch is constantly thinking of where to go next. His medical problems
have given him plenty of time for introspection and he wards off any neg-
ativity by staying focused on his projects. His body may have slowed
down, but his brain doesn’t rest. 

He has three major projects he’s working on right now. One of them is a
book entitled “Passing Through.” It will consist of 71 essays of people he
has known throughout his life, including: his Uncle Meyer, who jumped off
the train on the way to Auschwitz, but whose family refused to follow him;
his Zeida Avram Leibe - his mum’s dad whom he idolized and who taught
him how to play gin; plus Mitch’s very close friends, Joe Flexer and Harry
Paine, among 67 others.

Throughout the years, Mitch has kept in touch with his siblings, cousins,
nephews and nieces. He appreciates family and the connections it brings.
He calls it the core Podolak: people caring about other people. 

I ended our conversation by asking Mitch t how he feels about being a
Jew. His Hebrew name is Melech which, of course, means king - and he
likes the name. His mum Rhoda often used it: “Melech Ben Noach”, a.k.a.
Mitch Podolak. Suffice to say, you’re not going to find Melech at any of
the synagogues on Yom Kippur or on any other holidays. He loves the cul-
ture, the food, the music, the humour, but he’s an avowed atheist. He’s well
aware of Jewish values and ethics and uses them to form his vision of a bet-
ter world, especially the aspects of brotherhood and sisterhood. When it
comes to Israel, Mitch has hopes of it becoming a socialist country, in the
context of a socialist Middle East in which all Semites are equal and unit-
ed in making a better world. In his way, Mitch Podolak has found a path to
peace.

At the age of 70 and having to undergo a traumatic health setback, he’s
remarkably selfless, stubborn, surprisingly traditional and ever hopeful and
optimistic. In fact, these days, at a time when his injuries won’t allow him
to play his beloved banjo, Mitch says, “At least I can sing badly!”
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Mitch Podolak
Continued from page 15.

Israel won’t let Palestinians come in from 
Gaza, West Bank for 11 days

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Crossings between Israel and the West Bank
and Gaza will be closed to Palestinians for 11 days beginning with the
start of the Sukkot holiday. 

Exceptions for the Oct. 4-14 closings will be made for humanitarian,
medical and unusual cases with the approval of the Israeli military’s
coordinator of government activities in the territories. 

Usually during long holidays such as Sukkot, the crossings are closed
just at the beginning and end of the observances. 

Defense Minister Avigdor Liberman approved the longer closure days
after three Israeli security officers were killed by a Palestinian man at the
entrance to the Jerusalem-area West Bank settlement of Har Adar, where
he had a permit to work. 

Palestinians with valid work permits will not be allowed to enter Israel. 
The crossings also were closed last month for the two days of Rosh

Hashanah and for Yom Kippur. 
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Rady JCC Presents Tarbut Festival of Jewish Culture November 17-26
Opening Night
AvevA: Ethiopian Israeli Soul 
Saturday, November 18, 8:00 pm
The music of AvevA brings an African groove shone through the lens of
the fresh urban beat of Tel Aviv. Singing in English, Amharic and
Hebrew combined with traditional Ethiopian sounds, AvevA’s music
deals with society, love and freedom.

Tarbut Family Programs
Family Musical Shabbat Dinner featuring Israeli Singer AvevA
Friday November 17, 5:30 pm 
A special musical Family Shabbat Dinner, featuring Ethiopian-Israeli

performer AvevA, direct from Israel. A chance to be with your family,
enjoy a delicious meal and participate in the beautiful music of Shabbat.

Author Laura Gehl: Koala Challa 
Sunday, November 19, 1:00 pm
Follow along as Lila tries to make the most beautiful, most special and
most delicious challah ever! Followed by singing and crafts. Presented
by the Rady JCC and PJ Library. 

Méira Cook in Conversation with Charlene Diehl
Once More with Feeling
Sunday, November 19, 3:00 p.m.
Set over the course of a single year in a western prairie city, Once More
with Feeling tells the story of a community through intersecting
moments and interconnected lives. Featuring a cast of eclectic characters,
Once More with Feeling is about a community, about a family, and
about the way time makes fond fools of us all. Award-winning author
Méira Cook has crafted a novel that is at once funny, poignant, and yes,
full of feeling. Charlene Diehl is the Artistic Director of the Winnipeg
International Writers Festival 

Abigail Pogrebin
My Jewish New Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew
Sunday, November 19, 7:00 pm
Abigail Pogrebin spent an immersive year studying, experiencing and
writing about every single Jewish holiday – including each obscure fes-
tival and all six fasts–for the first time. Her lively, personal, deeply-

researched book, My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew,
chronicles what she discovered, how it changed her, and why she
believes the Jewish calendar is a blueprint for life, regardless of faith
Abigail Pogrebin also wrote Stars of David: Prominent Jews Talk about
Being Jewish for which she interviewed 62 famous Jews about their reli-
gious identity She has written for Newsweek, New York Magazine, The
Forward, Tablet, and The Daily Beast. 

Cookbook Author Joan Nathan,
Monday, November 20, 7:00 pm
Joan Nathan is the author of eleven cookbooks including her latest work
King Solomon’s Table: a Culinary Exploration of Jewish Cooking from
Around the World, released in April 2017 by Alfred A. Knopf. A 3-time
James Beard Award Winner, her previous cookbook, Quiches, Kugles
and Couscous: MY Search for Jewish Cooking in France (Knopf) was
named one of the 10 best cookbooks of 2010 by NPR, Food and Wine,
and Bon Appetit Magazines. She is a regular contributor to The New York
Times and Tablet Magazine. 

Alison Pick
Strangers with the Same Dream
Tuesday, November 21, 7:00 pm
Award-winning and bestselling Canadian writer Alison Pick returns to
Tarbut with her first novel in over seven years. Alison’s last novel, the
bestseller Far to Go, was nominated for the Man Booker Prize! And
Alison was a Giller Prize juror two years ago. Strangers with the Same
Dream is a spare, beautifully written, shocking and timely novel that
whisks us back to 1921, when a band of young Jewish pioneers set out to
realize a dream: the founding of a kibbutz on a patch of land that will,
twenty-five years later, become Israel. This is also the story of the land
itself, revealing with compassion and irony how the pioneers chose to
ignore the fact that their valley was already home to people whose lives
they did not understand. 

Best of the Film Fest
Ben-Gurion, Epilouge
Wednesday, November 22, 1:00 pm 
In the great depths of the Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive, six
hours of interview footage was discovered of one of modern history’s
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greatest leaders- David Ben-
Gurion. It is 1968 and he is 82 years

old, five years before his death. He lives in his secluded home in the desert,
removed from all political discourse, which allows him a hindsight per-
spective on the Zionist enterprise. David Ben-Gurion discusses and reflects
on his personal health, his political legacy, the loss of his wife, and his
desire for peace in the Middle East. Silent footage was also discovered
unintentionally in the Steven Spielberg Jewish Film Archive in Jerusalem,
with the corresponding audio track later founding the Ben-Gurion Archives
in Negev. Ben-Gurion’s introspective soul searching is the focus of this
film, and his clear voice provides a surprising vision for today’s crucial
decisions and the future of Israel. Israel, 2016, Hebrew with English subti-
tles, Director: Yariv Mozer, 70 minutes

On the Map 
Wednesday, November 22, 7:00 pm
An unforgettable upset victory by the Maccabi Tel Aviv basketball team
against a Cold War adversary is exhilaratingly recounted in On the Map.
Demoralized by the Yom Kippur War, the Munich Massacre and its slump-
ing economy, Israel was hungry for a collective triumph as it pursued the
1977 European Championship Tournament. The so-called “Miracle on the
Hardwood” is thrillingly related by team captain and Israeli basketball hero
Tal Brody, NBA great Bill Walton, former NBA Commissioner David Stern
and former Israeli Ambassador Michael Oren, along with other observers
from the sports and political worlds. Israel/USA, 2016 English, Hebrew
with English subtitles, Directors: Dani Menkin, 85 minutes

In Celebration of Leonard
Bernstein
Bernstein at 100
Thursday, November 23, 7:30
p.m.
The world is celebrating the 100th

birthday of the great American
composer, conductor, educator,
musician, cultural ambassador and
humanitarian Leonard Bernstein.
Led by saxophonist Jon Gordon,
and featuring Derrick Gardner,
trumpet, Kyle Zavitz, piano, Julian
Bradford, bass, Ethan Ardelli,
drums, Erin Propp, Aaron Hutton,
and Julie Lumsden on vocals, this
band of Winnipeg all-stars per-
forms excerpts from West Side
Story, On the Town, On the
Waterfront, Candide, and other
well- known Bernstein favourites.

Lerner Moguilevsky Duo:
Argentinian Jewish Roots Music
Saturday, November 25 8; 00
p.m.
Direct from Buenos Aires, these
multi-instrumentalists are “a plea-
sure to hear, simply because the
music is so good” (Ari Davidow). 
Cesar Lerner, (piano, accordion,
percussion), and Marcel
Moguilevsky (vocals, clarinet, sax,
wooden flutes, harmonica), com-
bine elements of Klezmer with
Argentinian folk music, jazz,
tango, and other world music influ-
ences. 

Ezra Glinter
Have I Got a Story for You: More
Than a Century of Fiction from
the Forward
Sunday, November 26, 2:00 pm
Ezra Glinter has combed through
the archives to find the best stories
published during The Forward’s
120-year history, digging up such
varied works as wartime novellas,
avant-garde fiction, and satirical
sketches about immigrant life in
New York.
Ezra Glinter is an award-winning
journalist, critic, translator and
biographer. Born and raised in
Winnipeg, Ezra attended McGill
University in Montreal and the

Arthur L. Carter Journalism Institute at New York University. For five
years Ezra worked as the deputy culture editor of the Forward, and now
serves as the newspaper’s critic-at-large. 

Tickets will be available for sale as of October 2. 
Please contact the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or on-line at

www.radyjcc.com

Continued from previous page.

Inaugural event for StandWithUs
StandWithUs is dedicated to educating individuals of all ages about

Israel’s achievements. Further, on campuses, in high schools and in com-
munities across North America and Europe, the professional expertise of
StandWithUs has successfully challenged many Boycott, Divestiture &
Sanctions campaigns. This insidious BDS activity is superbly organized
and very well-funded by our enemies who attempt to demoralize & dis-
enfranchise Jewish youth on campuses as well as attempt the delegit-
imization of Israel. The evening will launch the Winnipeg chapter of
StandWithUs Canada.

Tarbut



24 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Sports

Featured today: Joshua Ho Sang and Steve Stone
In my previous

“Sporting Touch”
column (September
27th issue),  my
piece   was titled
“Hello Canada and
hockey fans in the
U.S. It’s that time
again.” I prognosti-
cated about which

Jewish hockey players would likely be on their NHL teams’ opening day
rosters.

Barring injury, I suggested that the Maple Leaf’s Zach Hyman would
dress, along with Mike Cammalleri of the L.A. Kings, Jason Demers of the
Phoenix Coyotes, and Jason Zucker of the Minnesota Wild. I also hoped
that Winnipegger Brendan Leipsic of the expansion Las Vegas Golden
Knights might shine, as well as David Warsofsky of the Colorado
Avalanche.

One skater to whom I mistakenly forgot to draw your attention, but who
only a died-in-the-wool hockey fanatic would have noted that omission is
JOSHUA HO-SANG  of the New York Islanders.

He’s only 21 years of age, but while he  stands an even six feet tall, Ho
Sangt is  a relative lightweight at only 173 lbs.

Number 66 was a first-round selection (number 28 overall) in the 2014
draft. 

Talk about having a diverse genetic background: His dad is a Black-
Chinese Jamaican, who was  a one-time tennis pro. His mom, who’s
Jewish, is Chilean with Russian and Swedish bloodlines.

According to New York’s Newsday, “Joshua made his presence felt in the
final pre-season game on October 2nd.” To wit : “He had an assist and later
in the game came to the aid of linemate Mathew Barzal when the latter was

roughed up by Brandon Manning of
the Philadelphia Flyers.”

The Thornhill, Ontario right-winger
came in and cross-checked Manning,
then threw a punch to the jaw of the
Flyers’ defenceman, who was none too
happy. “You’ve got to let guys know
that’s not OK,” Ho Sang said. “We
have a pretty good group for that and
we try to stick together.”  

The Newsday scribe was rather
optimistic regarding his subject.
“Look for a big season from Ho-

Sang, who has a chance at the Calder Trophy if things break for him. He
should get 20 goals and 45-50 points as a top-six forward with the
Islanders.”

It’s also of interest to note that on a gifted Marlies’ midget team, Connor
McDavid’s linemate was Joshua. 

They say that all good things must end some day; autumn leaves must
fall. And - speaking of taking a fall, that’s exactly what happened to
STEVE STONE, a past guest speaker at the Y Sports Dinner (No. 10, held
in 1981), which was actually held at the Airport Inn on Ellice Ave, I
believe. By the way, a second guest speaker at the podium that day was
none other than Don Cherry. And, I don’t recall him wearing a suit from
Harry Rosen’s.

As for the fall to which I alluded, it was announced on the second day of
October that Stone, who is now 70,  will no longer occupy a seat in a major
league team’s broadcast booth.

In 1983, directly following Steve’s retirement from Major League
Baseball as a player, the ex-Jewish hurler became a colour commentator for
WGN television broadcasts of the Chicago Cubs, teaming with popular
Hall of Fame announcer Harry Caray, who passed away in February of
1988.

In 2000, Stone left the booth for health reasons,  but returned to the Cubs’
booth in 2003-2004. Shortly thereafter, he departed, refusing a contract
extension as the Cub’s colour man when his preference was to be the play
by play announcer.

Amid the aforementioned discontent, trouble was looming, which no
doubt led to the permanent dismissal of Stone. The players apparently felt
he was being overly critical of their performance - even though he was still
a fan favourite.

Stone expressed frustration with Cubs’ manager Dusty Baker for not con-
trolling his players. At one point during the 2004 season, one player called
the broadcast booth from the bullpen during a game to complain about
comments Stone had made; he also confronted Stone in a hotel lobby.

It was also reported that left fielder Moises Alou shouted at Stone on a
team charter plane to a road game.  Alou also  tried to have Stone and the
grandson of the late Harry Caray, who was now the team broadcaster,
banned from charter flights.

By August 2007, Steve was still in demand. To wit: He filled in for the
Chicago White Sox as a colour commentator for six years and  called post-
season games for TBS, as well as ESPN on their baseball telecasts.

POST PATTER:
Jewish defenceman David Warsofsky, 27,  spent the majority of last sea-

son in the minors with Pittsburgh’s AHL farm team in Wilkes-Barre
Scranton, where he led all team defencemen in scoring with 47 points (16
goals and 31 assists). His fortunes appeared to be on the rise when he
became a free agent and he lucked out when he was signed to a two-year
pact in the off-season. The American skater was in the camp of the
Colorado Avalanche, but  was their last cut on October 3rd and is now skat-
ing with the San Antonio Rampage of the AHL - sounds as if a recall is
imminent.

During the recent Maple Leafs’ visit here, a Toronto writer shared with
me that Winnipeger Brendan Leipsic, a former Marlies’ player and occa-
sional Maple Leaf, started the season with  the Las Vegas Golden Knights.

Congratulations to long-time college basketball coach and one-time
American Basketball Association ABA player, Larry Brown,  who  has
been elected to the Naismith Memorial  Hall of Fame.

No surprise that the American League’s Detroit Tigers’ former catcher
Brad Ausmus is to be replaced as head coach. Numbers speak for them-
selves. When your franchise finishes up with a record of 64-98, it’s akin to
being a car salesman who manages to sell only three cars a year. The only
other manager in the majors to match that embarrassing feat this year was
San Francisco Giants’ head honcho, Bruce Bochy . If you put much stock
in rumours, the New York Mets are preparing to can their manager, Terry
Collins. Some baseball mavens predict that Ausmus won’t be unemployed
for long because he’s supposedly rated the number one candidate to fill the
bill in New York, yet  others maintain that Sandy Alomar Jr., an all-star
catcher for a decade, will  fit the bill.  
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