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Saying farewell to Shimon Peres Film about famous libel trial to open here Friday

Having arrived here only seven years ago, 
Regina Teplitsky is making her mark

Few people had as much of an impact on Israeli history as Shimon Peres.
In fact, Peres – born Szymon Perski in Wiszniew, Poland – fought for Israel
before it was a state, leading divisions of the Haganah, the precursor to the
Israel Defense Forces. He would go on to hold numerous Cabinet positions
– including minister of defense and of foreign affairs – and served as pres-
ident from 2007 to 2014. (And while he never won an election to become
prime minister, he filled that position three times.) Over his decades in pub-
lic service, Peres won a Nobel Prize for negotiating the 1993 Oslo Accords
with Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and became a symbol of the move-
ment for peace between Israel and its Arab neighbors – something he pro-
moted until his death two weeks ago. “A light has gone out, but the hope he
gave us will burn forever,” President Barack Obama said in a statement.
“Shimon Peres was a soldier for Israel, for the Jewish people, for justice,
for peace, and for the belief that we can be true to our best selves – to the
very end of our time on Earth.”

More about Shimon Peres on pages 2 and 4

“Denial”, opening in
Winnipeg on October 14, is
a courtroom drama based on
the true story of historian
Deborah E. Lipstadt (played
by Rachel Weisz), and her
fight for the truth in the
British High Court.

Lipstadt was pitted in a
moral and legal battle with
David Irving (Timothy
Spall), once a respected
researcher who had become
a foremost Holocaust denier.

“Denial” confronts the
most baseless of all wartime
controversies: denying the
Holocaust ever existed.

To read more about
“Denial” plus an interview
we conducted with Deborah
Lipstadt, turn to page 17.

In the seven short years since
Regina Teplitsky came to
Winnipeg with her husband,
Evgeni, and daughter, Alissya (a
son, Benjamin, was born after
the Teplitskys moved here), she
has carved a considerable repu-
tation, both within the Jewish
and non-Jewish communities.

Read more about Regina
Teplitsky, the new Campaign
Director for the Combined
Jewish Appeal, on page 3.

Spokespersons for organization dedicated to 
helping Jewish students deal with anti-Israel

attacks on campuses address Winnipeg audience

Fifteen years ago a grass-
roots organization known as
“StandWithUs” took root in
Los Angeles. StandWithUs
was formed as a result of con-
stant criticisms of Israel that
were rampant on California
university campuses, and
which were emanating both
from other students and
university professors.

Read more about
StandWithUs on page 17.

MERLE 
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New Hebrew University “ambassadors” to Winnipeg
share their goals as they settle into life here

We reported on
the arrival of two
new Hebrew
University “ambas-
sadors” to
Winnipeg in our
September 28
issue. 

Read more about
what these two
recent graduates of
the Hebrew
University hope to
achieve here - and
what their impres-
sions are of
Winnipeg so far,
on page 15.

SHAI JOSOPOV (left)
and SIGAL KLAYNERMAN

“We’re not here to replace what was going
on before, but to continue it and build upon it.”

Yachad couples unit still going strong after 42 years

B’nai Brith Canada’s only couples’ unit has over 65 members in
Winnipeg. The group held its first meeting of the season at the Viscount
Gort Hotel. Read about Yachad and how it remains vibrant so many
years after its founding, on page 9.
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Israel and the world mourn ‘founding father’ Shimon Peres
By ALINA DAIN SHARON/Israel
Hayom/

The state of Israel, as well as dignitaries
and Jewish groups around the world,
came together on Sept. 30 for the funeral
service of former Israeli President
Shimon Peres, who passed away on Sept.
28 two weeks after suffering a massive
stroke. He was 93 years old. 

President Reuven Rivlin, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, Knesset
Speaker Yuli Edelstein, former U.S.
President Bill Clinton, author Amos Oz,
and the late president’s three children,
Tsvia, Yoni and Chemi spoke at the ser-
vice. U.S. President Barack Obama was
the last to pay tribute to the late Israeli
president.

“He would have wanted us to thank you
for your friendship to him, but even more
for your friendship to our people. ... [He said] the role of leaders today is
to serve their people, and there is no greater privilege than that. He saw in
all of you leaders, friends and partners in his quest for peace,” said Chemi
Peres, the son of the late president, at the funeral service.
Longest political career in Israel’s history

Born Szymon Perski on Aug. 2, 1923 in Vishneva, Poland, Peres immi-
grated with his family to then-British Palestine in 1934. In 1945, he mar-
ried Sonia Gelman. In 1947, he joined the Hagana paramilitary organiza-
tion, which would later become the IDF. In 1953, at just 29, he was named
director general of the Defense Ministry, becoming the youngest person to
ever hold the position. He was first elected to the Knesset in 1959, and
would become the longest-serving Knesset member in Israeli history,
including as prime minister from 1984 to 1986.

In 1992, Peres was appointed foreign minister, allowing him to partici-
pate in secret negotiations that would lead to the 1993 Oslo Accords and
earn Peres, along with former Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin and
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) leader Yasser Arafat, the 1994
Nobel Peace Prize.

After Rabin’s assassination in 1995, Peres again served as prime minis-
ter and defense minister for several months until the 1996 elections. That
same year, he formed the Peres Center for Peace to promote a better under-
standing between Israelis and Palestinians, as well as Israeli Arabs.

Peres continued to serve in the Knesset in the late 1990s and in the 2000s.
He later announced he was leaving Labor to support then Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon and his new Kadima party. In 2007, Peres was elected Israel’s
ninth president.

In 2008, Peres was ordained Knight Grand Cross of the Order of Saint
Michael and Saint George by Queen Elizabeth II. In June 2012, he received
the Presidential Medal of Freedom from U.S. President Barack Obama,
and in 2014, the U.S. House of Representatives awarded Peres the
Congressional Gold Medal. Peres also authored 10 books.
Israeli messages of condolences

In a statement, Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu eulogized
Peres and said he joins “the Israeli public, the Jewish people and many
worldwide, bowing my head in memory of the nation’s beloved Shimon
Peres.

“Shimon Peres’ name will be forever etched in the Jewish people’s book
of revival, as one of the greatest leaders Israel has ever known, and one of
the state of Israel’s founding fathers. May his memory be cherished in the
nation’s heart.”

President Reuven Rivlin eulogized his predecessor, saying Peres was
“young at heart and had an unwavering belief in the ability to achieve one’s
goals.”

“There is not a chapter in the history of the state of Israel which Shimon
did not write or play a part,” he said. 
A global eulogy for Israel’s founding father

Dozens of world leaders attended the funeral service. Among the leaders
were Obama, U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, Clinton, French President

Francois Hollande, Britain’s Prince Charles,
former British Prime Minister David
Cameron, Canadian Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau, German President Joachim Gauck
and many others.

In a statement before the funeral, Obama
called Peres “the essence of Israel itself.”

“A light has gone out, but the hope he gave
us will burn forever,” Obama said. “Shimon
Peres was a soldier for Israel, for the Jewish
people, for justice, for peace, and for the
belief that we can be true to our best selves —
to the very end of our time on earth, and in the
legacy that we leave to others. For the gift of
his friendship and the example of his leader-
ship, todah rabah (thank you very much),
Shimon.”

“I am sadder than words can express. This is
a man who was a political giant, a statesman
who will rank as one of the foremost of this

era or any era, and someone I loved deeply,” said former British Prime
Minister and Quartet envoy to the Middle East Tony Blair.

German President Joachim Gauck lauded Peres as a “model for peace.”
Russian President Vladimir Putin in a message of condolence said, “I was
lucky enough to have the chance to speak with this remarkable person
many times. Every time I admired his courage and patriotism, his wisdom
and vision, his ability to grasp the essence of the most difficult issues.”

“In many ways, he reminded me of some other giants of the 20th century
that I’ve had the honor to meet — men like Nelson Mandela; women like
Her Majesty, Queen Elizabeth,” Obama also said during his funeral eulogy.

“Our father’s legacy has always been the future,” Peres’s son, Chemi,
said. “Look to tomorrow, he taught us, build Israel’s future with courage
and with wisdom and always continue to strive for peace. We were privi-
leged to have been part of his private family. But today, we sense that the
entire nation of Israel and the global community mourn this great loss. We
share this pain, together.”

Former President Shimon Peres with then 
Prime Minister David Ben Gurion in 1962 

Credit: The Israeli Government Press Office/Flash90
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CJA Campaign Director Regina Teplitsky brings wealth of experience to the role
By BERNIE BELLAN

Take a look at Regina Teplitsky’s resumé since her
arrival in Winnipeg seven years ago: sponsored executive
with the United Way of Winnipeg; executive director,
Camp Massad (for one year, followed by maternity leave
upon the birth of her son); singer and organizer of com-
munity singing events for the Russian-Jewish communi-
ty here; worked at Manitoba Start, helping newcomers to
find employment here; employer engagement consultant
with the Alliance of Manitoba Sector Council; treasurer
for her daughter’s daycare in Charleswood; canvasser for
the Women’s Philanthropy Division of the Combined
Jewish Appeal; member of the Board of Directors of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg (three years); a member
of the Engagement Committee of the Federation, and
now: campaign director for the CJA.

Regina (pronounced with a hard “g”, by the way, as in
“good”) was first profiled in the pages of this paper by
Rebeca Kuropatwa in February 2010. Here is what
Rebeca wrote back then (upon the news that Regina was going to become
Massad’s new executive director): “Regina Teplitsky (32) will be next to
take up the role of ‘Massad Ima’. Originally from Russia, she immigrated
to Israel with her family when she was 13. For over a decade, Teplitsky
worked in community-based programs and resource development in Israel.
She is fluent in English, Hebrew, and Russian, and holds a B.A. in
Sociology and Education, and an M.A. in Public Policy (from Tel Aviv
University).

“Deciding to move to Winnipeg from Israel because of security concerns
was a hard, but important decision for Teplitsky. ‘We were living in
Ashkelon, a place in Israel that has been bombed a lot the last few years.
We just decided we didn’t want our child to be raised with bombs and
sirens all around. Still, it was hard. My husband and I really love Israel and
consider ourselves Israelis in our hearts and souls.’ ”

I ask Regina how many Russian Israelis she thinks there are in Winnipeg
now?

She answers, “4,230” (according to Immigration Facts –Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg 2015) 

I say, “Really?” (If that’s true, it would mean
that Russian Israelis comprise over one-third of
Winnipeg’s Jewish community, going by statis-
tics available from the National Household
Survey of 2011 and the Jewish Federation’s own
published figure of 13,690 as the size of
Winnipeg’s Jewish population in 2014.)

I ask Regina if her being of Russian background
played a role in her being hired as the new CJA
campaign director.

Regina says that her background is in not-for-
profit organizations, both in Israel where, she
says, she was involved in fundraising, and here in
Winnipeg. She notes that her first job upon com-
ing to Winnipeg was working as a sponsored
executive for the United Way.

“As part of my job in all the non-profit posi-
tions I held,” Regina notes, “whether I was the
executive director or a project manager or pro-
gram manager, I was always involved in some
type of fundraising. It was either planning a
fundraising event or writing grant proposals from
the government. So, it’s always been a natural
part of my job.”

As far as the CJA campaign goes though,
Regina acknowledges the path already paved for
her by Elaine Goldstine, who is now the CEO of
the Jewish Federation, but who was herself the
campaign director for many years (and actually
wore both hats for over a year until Regina’s
appointment).

“I joined a great team – great volunteers,”
Regina adds. “I’m enjoying very much working
with Bryan Klein (chair of this year’s campaign,
as he was last year as well) and Elana Schultz”
(Women’s Philanthropy chair) and other volun-
teers.

“Serving in the past three years on of the Board
of Directors, I appreciate Adam Levene’s leader-
ship and the dedication of all the members of the
Jewish Federation Board of Directors. We have a
very good team of volunteers. I know that I joined
a winning team,” she says.

In terms of specific goals for this year’s cam-
paign, I ask Regina what the target is.

“Last year the campaign raised $5.86 million,”

she points out – which was a record amount. The goal
again this year, Regina says, is the same: “5.8 million”.

“So far, after one month, I can tell you,” she notes, “we
already have around an 11% increase” over the same time
last year.

I ask Regina how she’s enjoying herself so far. 
“I enjoy mostly meeting with the volunteers and inter-

acting with community members, learning about the his-
tory of our community.”

Having a campaign director who is a recent immigrant
to Canada is “a breath of fresh air”, I suggest to Regina,
and is indicative of the massive changes that our Jewish
community is undergoing. I wonder whether the campaign
has continued to attract new volunteers from within the
ranks of newcomers in the same way that Regina herself
was so quick to involve herself in the campaign when she
and her husband first arrived here.

“We have eight new canvassers and new gifts coming
this year from new Canadians,” she notes. “We have a lot

of social media initiatives that we do to explain the importance of the CJA
Campaign. We do some podcasts in Russian. Continuous outreach is part
of our long-term strategy.”

“I have a canvasser who arrived here two weeks ago from Israel,” Regina
goes on to say, “and she got involved right away. She made her gift right
away, without even being asked.”

There are a total of 162 canvassers volunteering for this year’s campaign,
Regina says. “We have people who have been canvassing for 50 years –and
some who just arrived two weeks ago (as she had noted). “We even have
this year an 18-year-old canvasser. She came here from Israel.”

One of the things that the campaign does, Regina notes, is demonstrate to
people how interconnected the community is. “Look at Super Sunday,” she
says. “You could see each of the partner agencies there, showcasing their
services. This is the ‘ruach’ – the spirit of the community. I can see that
when we met with the partner agencies. On each board I could see new
members of our community being represented. The campaign is here to
serve the community – providing both umbrella and trampoline for every-
one.”
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The Teplitsky family: Evgeni
(top) and Regina, with daughter
Alissya and son Benjamin



Short Takes
In 2014 my wife Meachelle and I had the priv-

ilege of attending a Jewish media summit in
Jerusalem.

The highlight of that summit was seeing both
then-President Shimon Peres and Prime Minister
Binyamin Netanyahu on stage the same day,
albeit at different times. Following are some
impressions I had of Peres who, that day, was
introduced by Times of Israel editor David

Horovitz. Horovitz also moderated a lively question and answer session
between Peres and members of the international Jewish media who were
present: 

“Shimon Peres may be 91 years old but his sharpness of mind and will-
ingness to answer any and all questions would belie his actual age. Once
Peres was introduced, Horovitz’s very first question to him was about
Mahmoud Abbas, president of the Palestinian Authority, who had just
recently come out in criticism of the kidnapping of the three boys (who had
recently been kidnapped on the West Bank and were subsequently found
murdered) when he was in Jedda, Saudi Arabia.

“Horowitz asked Peres to comment on Abbas’s recent comment in Saudi
Arabia that ‘Those who kidnapped the three teenagers want to destroy us.’
(The speech was carried live on Palestinian television and other Arabic
channels.)

“Peres lavished huge praise on Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas for
showing ‘great courage’ in roundly condemning the kidnapping of the three
Israeli teens which, at the time of the summit, was into its second week.

“During his remarks Peres insisted that Abbas has been the best partner
for peace that Israel has ever had. I’ve known him for over 20 years…I
think he’s a man of his word, I think he’s a man of courage…I think he’s a
great leader and we shouldn’t miss the opportunity to continue the peace
process with him.’

“Later Peres was asked what he thought was the task of the Jewish media.
He replied: ‘It is to criticize us when we are wrong and to help us when we
are right.’

“In a funny slip of the tongue, Peres also stated that ‘the human brain is
a strange “orgasm” ‘, when he clearly meant to say “organism”. (At least I
think so. Who knows what he was really thinking? Read on to find out
more about his keen sense of humour.)

“When asked what Israel has to do to lure more Jewish immigrants, Peres
stated: ‘Israel truly has to be as attractive as she can because people are
looking to escape not only from poor places.’ (The plight of Jews in Europe
was a recurrent theme throughout the summit, especially Jews in France.)

“Peres fielded any and all questions deftly for over 30 minutes. While his
hearing was obviously not as sharp as it once was – he had to ask Horovtiz
to repeat audience members’ questions, he never once attempted to skirt
answering any questions although, to be perfectly candid, nothing tough
was thrown his way. (If I had been presented the opportunity to ask him a
question I would have asked him what more Israel should be doing to
achieve peace with the Palestinians. 

“While Peres was
willing to open himself
up to questions, we
knew beforehand that
Prime Minister
Netanyahu never, ever
fields questions from
the wretched press. A
member of the Israeli
media told me not to
feel bad: ‘It’s not just
you members of the
foreign media
Netanyahu ignores – he
never answers ques-
tions from the Israeli
press either.’ “

As much as Peres has
been the object of much
deserved praise from
sources ranging from as
diverse a group of lead-
ers as Barack Obama
and Justin Trudeau on
the one hand, to
Vladimir Putin and
Mahmoud Abbas on the
other, for me the lasting
takeaway was his
incredibly good sense
of humour. A couple of
years ago, shortly after

Peres had retired as president, he appeared in a brilliantly satirical video
titled “Shimon Peres goes job hunting”. In the video Peres finds himself
looking for new work, but not until he finishes clearing off his presidential
desk, on which sits a copy of a book titled “Presidency for Dummies!”

During the course of the video Peres tries working as a gas station jock-
ey, security guard, store cashier, pizza delivery man, stand up comic, and a
parachutist instructor. His willingness to parody himself throughout is
unbelievable for someone of his stature. I would say that, more than any of
the tributes that have been pouring out in recognition of his greatness, this
video tells us more about the man than any of those fine speeches. Watch
it on our website  at http://jewishpostandnews.ca/categories-media/72-
israel-specific/163-former-israeli-president-shimon-peres-goes-job-hunt-
ing.

*****
Speaking of Israelis, this issue features a number of Israelis who are now

in Winnipeg – either as recent immigrants, as in the case of new CJA
Campaign Director Regina Teplitsky, or as emissaries here, as in the case
of Shai Josopov and Sigal Klaynerman of the Hebrew University.

The case of Regina Teplitsky is especially interesting, as her move into a
senior position within our Jewish Federation represents a landmark
achievement for someone who is a relative newcomer to the city and for
whom English is not her first language.

Integrating newcomers into the Jewish community is one of the greatest
challenges facing not only the Federation, but other institutions here, such
as synagogues. If the figure that Regina gave during my interview with her
for the number of Russian Israelis who now make Winnipeg home (4,230)
is even remotely accurate, its significance cannot be overestimated. Not
only is it an indication of how rapidly the Jewish community here is chang-
ing, it also reveals just how much the size of the Canadian-born Winnipeg
Jewish community has shrunk in recent years. Even the Federation admits
that the total Jewish population here, at best, was only 13,690 in 2014 –
while the National Household Survey of 2011 suggested that the true fig-
ure was closer to 12,500. In 2001, by way of comparison, the figure was
14,765.

Whatever the figure is, the fact that so many Russian Israelis have now
made Winnipeg home means that integrating them into the community is
an immediate challenge for the long term health of our community. Many
Russian Israelis have taken tremendous strides to that end – and both the
Rady JCC and the Federation have active outreach programs to enhance the
integration process.

But, just as Shimon Peres argued that Israel has to do more to make itself
attractive not only to Jews from “poor places”, the ongoing challenge for
our Jewish community here should be to attract Jews from all over the
world, not just Israel. (To a certain extent that is being done, witness the
Federation’s recent achievement in attracting eight families from Brazil
here.) The challenge for both the Jewish community in Israel and ours in
Winnipeg is made all the greater by the precipitous decline in the birth rate
among Jews. Still, as much as it is to be hoped that Russian Israelis will
make increasing contributions to the community in the coming years, I just
can’t get over the irony of Winnipeg’s Jewish community’s growth now
being dependent upon immigration of Russian Israelis here. I still recall the
headline of a major article written for the Jewish Telegraphic Agency two
years ago titled “Seeking newcomers overseas, Winnipeg Jews didn’t get
what they expected”.

*****

Turning to another story that appears in this week’s issue – one about an
organization titled “StandWithUs”, the same day that two women from
Toronto spoke at Temple Shalom about how that organization is helping
Jewish college and university students to arm themselves with information
that would help them counter anti-Israel arguments, I happened to receive
an email about an upcoming town hall that is, in many ways, directly relat-
ed to what StandWithUs is attempting to do.

The town hall is being organized by the Green Party of Canada.
According to information contained in the email, the purpose of the town
hall is to discuss “the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement
-- and the GPC's recent endorsement of BDS -- to be held at the
Universalist Unitarian Church, 603 Wellington Crescent, from 7 - 10 p.m.
on the evening of Tuesday, October 18. 

“The Town Hall will feature presentations by Dimitri Lascaris, former
Justice Critic on the GPC's shadow cabinet, who authored the GPC's BDS
resolution that was adopted this past August, in Ottawa, and by Mark
Golden, from Independent Jewish Voices, here in Winnipeg.”

I’m planning on attending that meeting, although I would hope that if any
others who might want to defend Israel also attend that no one engages in
a shouting match. I’ve seen that happen all too often at meetings of this sort
and the effect is counterproductive to helping to promote Israel’s cause.
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By ANDREW TOBIN
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Israeli lawmaker Merav

Ben-Ami is pregnant, and everyone knows it.
As Ben-Ami headed into an interview here with

JTA on Thursday, an Orthodox Jewish woman
stopped her to offer congratulations. 

The woman said her 38-year-old sister was con-
sidering in vitro fertilization, too. Speaking as
though to an old friend, Ben-Ami said she hoped
her story would encourage the sister.

Ben-Ami, 40, has had many such encounters
since she revealed the story of her pregnancy in
last weekend’s edition of the Israeli daily Yediot
Acharonot. That story is: Ben-Ami, a Knesset
member for the centrist Kulanu party, is having a
baby with her gay friend.

“I don’t want to set off a rumor mill, with peo-
ple wondering how a single woman at the
Knesset is suddenly pregnant. So I’m saying it
outright: I’m pregnant and everything’s alright,”
Ben-Ari told Yediot. “I’m not the first MK to get
pregnant, but I am the first single MK to get preg-
nant by a gay friend without getting married.”

Ben-Ami was nervous about announcing her
unconventional pregnancy, but she said the reac-
tion has been overwhelmingly positive. The
nation’s celebration of childbearing seems to
have trumped, or at least tempered, any discom-
fort with Ben-Ami’s nontraditional choice of family, even among the
Orthodox.

“It’s not easy here because most people know how a family is supposed
to look: a mother, a father and children who live together,” Ben-Ami told
JTA. “But that woman [who approached me] is not the first, even today. I
got really, really good comments about the article, from politicians, from
people I know, from people I don’t know.”

In Israel, the biblical exhortation to “Be fruitful and multiply” is ampli-
fied by a national emphasis on maintaining a Jewish majority, replacing
Jews lost in the Holocaust and the general precariousness of life in the
shadow of war and terrorism. 

Israel is the only country that pays for infertile couples to have two babies
with IVF, and mothers are entitled to 14 weeks paid maternity leave.
Fathers can take the time in place of their wives, or take five paid days
along with them.

Ben-Ami always planned to marry and have a baby, like a good Israeli.
But she was busy.

She first came to the country’s attention in 2005 when she won the reali-
ty show “Needed: A Leader.” With the 5 million shekels ($1.3 million) in
prize money, she set up a chain of centers for at-risk youth in the central
cities of Netanya and Herzliya, which she ran until being elected to the Tel
Aviv City Council in 2013. In 2015, she talked her way into a spot on the
list for the new Kulanu party and was elected to the Knesset, Israel’s par-
liament.

“Also, I wanted to see the world,” she said. “I went abroad every summer
for one month, sometimes two. I went to the Philippines, to Vietnam. It was
more interesting than to sit here and wait to maybe go on a date. I was more
focused on myself, on my career, on my hobbies – I admit – on my life.

At 38, single and poised to enter national politics, Ben-Ami realized she
might be running out of time to have a baby. A conversation with her moth-
er helped convince her to move ahead with IVF. She and her close friend
Ofir agreed in writing to try together and raise the baby as a team. Ofir, a
41-year-old finance manager, lives down the block from Ben-Ami in this
city and is in a relationship with another man. Ben-Ami plans to continue
looking for love.

A few months ago, on her third round of IVF in two years, Ben-Ami
learned she was finally pregnant. After consulting with people she trusted,
including Kulanu head and Finance Minister Moshe Kahlon, she decided to
go public with her story to “take control of the message," as she put it.

Just before the Yediot interview was published, Ben-Ami had second
thoughts, but reminded herself that she was in no position to hide her preg-
nancy. Although she still fits into her jeans and fitted black top, the law-
maker will be five months pregnant when the Knesset's winter session
starts at the end of this month.

Outgoing and direct, Ben-Ami said she believes public officials have an
obligation to "let people know who you are" and wanted to set an example
for Israeli women. After all, her work in the Knesset, where she is a mem-
ber of seven committees and has sponsored six bills that became law, is

focused on social welfare.
“When you are single in Israel after 30, people

start to wonder what is wrong with you. They
don’t understand,” she said. “I really want to
inspire women not to be afraid of taking this
step. I think Israel is already changing, especial-
ly here in Tel Aviv. I'm surrounded by single
mothers.”

Alexandra Kalev, a sociology professor at Tel
Aviv University, said that although Israelis are
relatively conservative, they are not as wedded
to the idea of the traditional family as countries
like the United States.

“There’s way more tolerance of different
types of families,” she told JTA. “What’s most
important is that family serve the Zionist value
of procreating.”

Still, Kalev said, Ben-Ami’s announcement
sent a powerful message that women can define
their own reality. It is even more significant
coming from a woman of Middle Eastern ori-
gin, as Mizrahi Jews are seen as more tradition-
al and have historically faced discrimination in
Israel, she said. 

While Israel has a proud tradition of gender
equality, dating back to the prestate militias and
kibbutzim, women have historically been

excluded from shaping the institutions of power.

“Merav’s story is a reminder that the kind of commitment that work
requires too often comes at the expense of having a family, and that’s one
reason we don’t see more women in leadership,” she said. “She is sending
an important message that women have the right to a family however they
want it, even if that means breaking the traditional categories.”

So far, Israelis have been supportive. Ben-Ami said she has been flooded
with congratulatory messages and phone calls in the past week. Her
Facebook post about the article has some 1,500 “likes” and hundreds of
gushing comments. Ben-Ami said her colleagues in the Knesset have pri-
vately congratulated her, including those from the haredi Orthodox and
Arab parties.

“There are very liberal haredim. There are different streams. And there’s
a lot of difference of opinion there,” she said.

Rabbi Yuval Cherlow, a prominent moderate among religious Zionists,
said most Orthodox rabbis would not support Ben-Ami’s decision to have
a baby outside a Jewish marriage. If a woman is worried about not getting
married in time to have a baby, the standard advice is to freeze your eggs,
he said. That is the policy of the Puah Institute, a Jerusalem center that
advises infertile couples based on Jewish law, or halachah.

On the other hand, Judaism is very understanding of a woman’s need to
have babies, Cherlow said. In the Torah, the Jewish matriarch Rachel tells
her husband, Jacob, to give her a baby or she will die. Rabbis draw on the
Bible's emphasis on fertility to craft fairly liberal positions on assisted
reproductive technology.

Cherlow said he is among a minority of Orthodox rabbis that recommend
older single women try IVF -- partly because frozen eggs are known to not
be a reliable option for them. From the perspective of Jewish law, he said,
it is a positive that Ben-Ami’s baby will have a father.

The Orthodox consider homosexuality incompatible with Judaism,
although public attitudes were seen to shift after a haredi Orthodox man
stabbed a teenage girl to death at the 2014 Jerusalem Gay Pride Parade. But
the fact that Ofir is gay is irrelevant to his being a father, according to
Cherlow.

“I would prefer like every rabbi in the world that babies would be part of
a Jewish family according to halachah. But she made the decision not to
miss being a mother, and the baby's father is known and will be involved.
These are positive things,” Cherlow told JTA.

Now that Ben-Ami has made her announcement, she is ready to get back
to work. At the end of the day, she said, she is just another expecting Israeli
mother.

"You look around and every third or fourth woman is pregnant. So you
need to take it in proportion," she said. "From a Jewish point of view, the
baby is the important thing, even if it's from a gay man, even if you're 40.
Of course we'd prefer this or that, but yalla, we can't wait forever."

Israelis welcome lawmaker's pregnancy, gay dad included

MERAV BEN-AMI

“I don’t want to set off a rumor
mill, with people wondering how
a single woman at the Knesset is
suddenly pregnant. So I’m saying

it outright: I’m pregnant and
everything’s alright,” Ben-Ari

told Yediot. 
“I’m not the first MK to get preg-
nant, but I am the first single MK

to get pregnant by a gay friend
without getting married.”



Mothers and children onstage together in two different plays
Mariam Bernstein and her daughter, Miranda

Baran are eagerly looking forward to appearing
together on stage for the first time later this
month. The occasion will be their co-starring roles
in “Another Way Home”, the Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre’s first production of the 2016-2017 sea-
son. (The play runs from October 27-November
9.) In the production, mother and daughter will be
playing – a mother and daughter.

“I chose this play specifically with Mariam and
Miranda in mind,” says Ari Weinberg, the WJT’s artistic director.

“When Ari gave me the script, my first thought was that the play would
be perfect for Miranda and I  suggested that to Ari,” Bernstein says. “I don’t
take anything for granted after more than 30 years in the theatre.”

Weinberg describes “Another Way Home” as a “dramamedy” set at a
summer camp. The focus, he says, is on a secular, dysfunctional Jewish
family. 

“Parents will be able to relate to the difficulty in letting go with their chil-
dren,” Weinberg observes, “while, for younger people, there are a lot of ref-
erences to Taylor Swift. The character Nora (Baran) is obsessed with
Taylor Swift. There are a lot of laughs throughout.”

A pivotal moment in the play, Weinberg observes, is a discussion between
Nora and Lillian (Bernstein) about the absence of prayer in their lives.
“Maybe the dysfunction is because of a lack of faith,” Weinberg suggests.

Weinberg notes that the playwright, Anna Ziegler, is currently one of the
hottest playwrights in America. She has had four plays staged in New York
in just the last two years and a production of one of her plays in London
last year starred Nicole Kidman.

Mariam Bernstein has been one of the fortunate ones in that she has been
able to enjoy a lengthy and productive career treading the boards in
Winnipeg – and Winnipeg audiences have been lucky to have her here. She
caught the acting bug, she recalls, after watching a production of “The
Pirates of Penzance” at Kelvin High School when she was 12.

After finishing university here, she auditioned for and was accepted into
the National Theatre School. She also spent a year in France studying the-
atre in Paris.

She began her career in Toronto but, after a couple of years, decided to
return to Winnipeg. “I always wanted to be a working actor and there was
a lot of opportunity in Winnipeg in the early 1990s,” she says.

During the course of her career, she has done TV and movies, radio and
narration – but the medium she prefers is the stage. When not on stage,
Bernstein has been backstage, directing, teaching and coaching. (She is a
former WJT artistic director.) In fact, Bernstein had previously directed
Miranda in university productions of “Much Ado about Nothing”, “Twelfth
Night” and Chekhov’s “The Proposal”.

Miranda Baran naturally grew up in the theatre. She has studied theatre
at both the University of Winnipeg and Manitoba Theatre for Young
People.

“I have also learned a lot from my mother as both a teacher and director,”
she says.

Coming up for Miranda after the WJT production is a role in MTYP’s
staging of “Footloose”.

Mariam is looking forward to a role in Prairie Theatre Exchange’s pro-
duction of “The Birds and the Bees” in the spring and she may have anoth-
er project in January.

* * * * * 
Now Bernstein and Baran are not the only parent-child acting duo mak-

ing a splash right now. Ari Weinberg says that he would really like to stage
“We Keep Coming
Back”, a new play by
former Winnipegger
Michael Rubenfeld
about the playwright’s
troubled relationship
with his mother (for-
mer Winnipegger)
Marie Berchard),
which debuted in
Krakow in June and
was one of the feature
presentations at the
Ashkenaz Festival in
Toronto in early
September. 

Weinberg saw the
production at Ash-
kenaz and was quite
impressed. 

The play features
Rubenfeld (who
recently stepped down
as artistic producer of

the SummerWorks Festival after eight years at the helm) and Berchard on
stage – along with Polish-born writer/filmmaker Katka Reszke.

“My mother and I have had a complicated relationship,” Rubenfeld says.
“One of the goals of the play was to create a structure through which my
mother and I could resolve our differences and build new bridges between
us. This has been something that I have been thinking about for 20 years.”

Berchard was born in Sweden to Polish Jewish Holocaust survivors.
Rubenfeld is of the belief that that his mother’s background as a Holocaust
survivor is partly responsible for the difficult relationship that he has had
with her.

“We Keep Coming Back” is not a scripted performance, Rubenfeld notes.
“My mother is not a professional actor,” he says. “There are no lines to
memorize. It’s all improv.”

The play revolves around the mother and son’s joint visit to Poland last
year with Reszke (along with director Sarah Garton Stanley) and what they
experienced there.

“In Krakow, we did the play mostly in English with my (Polish-born)
wife, Magda, providing simultaneous translation,” Rubenfeld says. “It was
amazing.”

The play also explores the stereotypes North American Jews have of con-
temporary Poland. “The Jewish revival is an interesting story,” Rubenfeld
notes.

While mindful of what has been lost, Rubenfeld thinks that there has
been too much focus on the negative when it comes to modern Jewish atti-
tudes to Poland. “We can’t recapture the past,” says Rubenfeld who, these
days, divides his time
between Warsaw and
Toronto, “but there is
growing appreciation
in Poland for Jewish
culture. Every day,
more Poles are redis-
covering their Jewish
roots. And Poles have
the welcome mat open
for diaspora Jews who
may want to visit.” 

6 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 12, 2016

Myron Love
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Another new play, written by former Winnipegger Michael Rubenfeld,
titled “We Keep Coming Back”, features Rubenfeld (top), along with
his real-life mother, Mary Berchard (left) and  Katka Reszke (right).
The play was performed at the Ashkenaz Festival in Toronto in
September. Ari Weinberg says he would like to stage the play for WJT.

The two leads of the upcoming WJT play, “Another Way Home” -
Mariam Bernstein (left), and  Miranda Baran (right - Mariam’s real-
life daughter), with WJT Artistic Director Ari Weinberg
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Canadian news Women at the Wall – We must move ahead
On January 31, 2016 the Israeli Government agreed to create an egalitarian

section at the Kotel - the Western Wall in Jerusalem. Since then, certain ultra-
Orthodox parties have prevented the agreement from being implemented.
Israel’s Supreme Court recently declared: “Enough is enough. Stop the foot drag-
ging on implementing what was already agreed.”

The Kotel is a symbol of the Jewish state and the Jewish people. We must
ensure that there is a place for all Jews to come and pray. This will be the first
time the Government of Israel will officially recognize the Reform and
Conservative movements; the egalitarian section will be administered by our
movements.  

What can you do? Compose an email or use the one below to send messages
to Prime Minister Netanyahu; President Rueven Rivlin; Speaker of the Knesset
Yudi Yoel Edelstein; and Minister Naftali Bennett, Chair of Diaspora Affairs
(bnetanyahu@knesset.gov.il; president@president.gov.il;
yedelstein@knesset.gov.il; nbenet@knesset.gov.il )

Subject:  Israel is a Home for ALL Jews
I am a Jew and a friend of Israel. I am frustrated with the situation at the Kotel

and urge you to make things right. 
In January 2016, after 20 years of struggle legislation was finally passed to

make Judaism’s holiest site a space representing the true diversity of the Jewish
people. But when I review the year since, I feel frustration and apprehension. I
see the Mikvaot legislation that was approved but not implemented: I see the
undermining of Israeli democracy, and I feel great concern for the ties between
Israel and Progressive Jews in the diaspora. Now is our time as a people to exam-
ine our behavior in the past year and engage in Heshbon Nefesh, examining our
soul.

To move forward, you must lead Israel in implementing the Kotel agreement.
To millions of Jews in and outside Israel the Kotel is the symbol of our eternal
connection to the Land of Israel and that we are one people.  Jews around the
world are watching with great interest to learn if they are truly part of “Am
Yisrael” or if they will continue to be treated as second class Jews in the eyes of
the Jewish State. 

With blessings for courage and unity in the New Year,  [your name here]
Excerpted from the URJ Equality for All campaign materials
Linda Freed, President of Temple Shalom

Fri. Oct 14 at 7:30pm  Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar with 
Janet Pelletier-Goetze

Sat. Oct 15 at 12 noon  Yoga Shalom

Sun. Oct 16 at 6:15pm  Erev Sukkot Dairy Potluck and Family Service lay led by 
Judith Huebner with Cantor Len Udow

Fri. Oct 21 at 7:30pm  Shabbat Service lay led by Patrick Elazar with 
Cantor Len Udow

Sat. Oct 22 at 12 noon Yoga Shalom

Sun. Oct 23 at 7:30pm Erev Simchat Torah Service lay led by Ruth Livingston

Fri. Oct 28 at 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with 
Cantor Len Udow

Sat. Oct 29 at 12 noon Yoga Shalom
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This indigenous activist is the 
new ‘face’ of B’nai Brith Canada

By HILLEL KUTTLER
(JTA) – Activist Ryan Bellerose sees

Israel as not just “a light unto nations” in a
general sense – it’s a prescription, too.

Specifically, the State of Israel, whose
establishment Bellerose considers the
“greatest human rights story ever,” can offer
a blueprint for securing land and rights for
indigenous tribes around the world.

This connection between Israel and native
peoples is personal: Bellerose, 40, of
Calgary, is a member of the Metis nation,
which is recognized by the Canadian gov-
ernment as one of the country’s official abo-
riginal peoples.

Bellerose, who was raised Roman Catholic and now practices Cree spiri-
tuality, jokes that his friends call him “Rabbi Ryan.” He rose to prominence
within Jewish circles when he launched a successful pro-Israel organization,
Calgary United With Israel (now known as Canada United With Israel) in
2013.

And now Bellerose, who was raised in northern Alberta in the Metis set-
tlement of Paddle Prairie, has been hired by B’nai Brith Canada as its advo-
cacy coordinator for western Canada.

While he’s not a member of the tribe, he feels that he has “some valid
things to teach and to learn” from his Jewish friends.

On social media and in person, his style is straightforward and no-holds-
barred. His tolerance level for political correctness is low. Bellerose displays
interest in well-argued views by opponents, but often admits to losing
patience with those posting anti-Israel lies and slurs. (The word “asshat” pops
up frequently in his tweets, as in: “If you are threatened by indigenous peo-
ple asserting our rights, you are probably an asshat.”)

His boss, Amanda Hohmann, the Toronto-based director of B’nai Brith’s
League for Human Rights, said that bringing Bellerose on board in late
August was “a no-brainer” in helping the organization jump-start operations
in provinces west of Ontario that were dormant for years.

“B’nai Brith is trying to change and become more relevant,” she said.
“Ryan is the face of that new dynamic.”

Hohmann said Bellerose’s past work in building relationships among eth-
nic groups is an advantage in his first assignment: helping the organization to
confront the “growing problem” of anti-Semitism in western Canada.

Because he comes at Jewish issues from the outside, Bellerose said, “my
voice in your struggle is amplified.”

“I’m not doing it because I expect Jews to stand up for my people,” he said.
“You guys were always involved in standing up for other people, even when
you were a marginalized minority. Let’s all stand together.”

Bellerose came to pro-Israel advocacy from years of volunteer work to
advance the rights of Native Canadians, including urging tribes not to sell
their land to provincial governments at below-market value.

He was first inspired by the Jews’ return to Israel, seeing it as a model for
the Metis.

“When I started doing this, I thought, ‘This is a great example to my peo-
ple.’ Honestly, we get a little jealous because you have an ability to manifest
a bit of your identity that we don’t have,” he said.

Having a Native Canadian representing the oldest American-Jewish orga-
nization makes perfect sense, said Hohmann, who called him a “tremendous
asset” to the organization.

“Ryan’s not Jewish,” Hohmann said. “He doesn’t have all that baggage.”
“For too long, we’ve allowed the other side” – the anti-Israel activists – “to

define the terms of engagement,” she said. “I don’t know why that’s accept-
able.

Much of Bellerose’s appeal within the Jewish community lies in his abili-
ty to reframe the debate between Israel’s proponents and its detractors. The
narrative, he said, should center on Jews’ indigeneity to the Land of Israel,
continued presence there and mass return after two millennia of exile.

“You didn’t have your land – [conquerors] took everything but your iden-
tity,” Bellerose told JTA. “Then, you didn’t just take Israel – you seized it.

“I saw a people who were successful in the same struggle my people are
in, but for a much longer period of time. You maintained your nation in exile.
You maintained your identity. It pushes home to me that we are very, very
similar.”

In 1869, the Metis – Bellerose’s ancestors among them – lost their land in
the Red River region of present-day Manitoba to the Canadian government.
They have since sought unsuccessfully to return home.

Some observers see Bellerose’s style – as well as his unapologetic, unqual-
ified support for Israel’s right to statehood – as providing a breath of fresh air
in Jewish circles.

“We as Jews are so vocal in support of others, but we’re afraid to speak up
for ourselves,” said Sarah Bernamoff, a Jewish Albertan who co-founded
Calgary United With Israel. “Ryan, by his example, has opened a huge door.”

She added: “The voice of Ryan – coming as it did from the outside, from
a First Nation – has traction.”

RYAN BELLEROSE
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Community news

Chesed shel Emes Sewing Circle performs important service
Our traditional Jewish burial

outfits, tachrihim, are simple
white garments that date back to
Rabban Gamliel in the second
century CE. Seeing that the local
custom of having elaborate burial
outfits was embarrassing to the
poor, Rabban Gamliel, himself a
rich man, asked to be buried in
inexpensive linen garments. In
every generation since, Chevra
Kadisha have dressed our dead in
these outfits symbolizing sim-
plicity and equality.

Tachrichim for both men and
women include pants with a
drawstring waist tie, a long
sleeved tunic, an overshirt or
Kittel, a headpiece and a belt.
The face of the dead is always
covered as a sign of respect.
Based on the clothing worn by
the Kohanim, or Priests, in the time of the Temple, tachrichim are made
from a natural fabric, cotton or linen, with no metal or plastic fasteners
or buttons.

The Tahara ritual, which includes the physical washing and symbolic
purifying of the soul, is based in part around the concept that in death,
each one of us is like the Kohen Gadol, the high priest who, on Yom
Kippur, immersed himself and dressed in white to enter the Holy of
Holies, to atone for himself, his family and the people of Israel. In death
we are each a holy soul, entering the realm of the Holy of Holies. The
Chevra dress the deceased carefully, methodically, with prayers and sym-
bolic tying of the pants, belt, tunic and kittel collars, and, for the women,
a bonnet.

Once dressed, the body is wrapped in a sovev, or large sheet, entirely
covered and protected, then lifted and tucked into a plain wooden casket.

While outfits are available for purchase through various Jewish funer-
al suppliers, tachrichim are still sewn by women of the Chevra Kadisha
in many communities. In Winnipeg the tradition of sewing our own
shrouds was reclaimed after many years of using purchased outfits. By
expanding the role of our Chevra beyond Shmira and Tahara, we were
able to recruit a new group of volunteers who otherwise would likely not
be involved with the Chevra Kadisha.

Once a month, the “Shroud Crowd” get together to sew tachrichim,
burial outfits, for Chesed Shel Emes. Under the watchful stewardship of
Hillel Kravetsky, a long time member of the Chevra Kadisha and the
Board of the Chesed, we were able to reclaim the tradition of having
Jewish women sew tachrichim for the community. 

It began with Hillel’s idea that providing locally made shrouds was
another way in which the Chesed could embrace the basic elements in
end of life rituals: simplicity, equality, and community involvement. Says
Hillel: “Chesed Shel Emes supported the idea of a local community
sewing circle to hand make these garments with love and respect. These
caring women perform this sacred task without fanfare and without
expectation of repayment, providing beautiful, hand-made shrouds to
members of our community “.

Some of the women were personally recruited by Kravetsky, , some

saw an ad in this paper, and some
responded to a request made
through Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue Sisterhood. There are
currently 10 ladies who sew at
home, some in the Shroud
Crowd, and some individually. 

The project has been generous-
ly supported by David Rich of
Richlu Manufacturing, where the
rolls of unbleached cotton are cut
into the various components. The
parts are bundled, boxed and
delivered to the Chesed Shel
Emes facility, where Hillel sorts
and personally delivers the pieces
to the ladies who sew at home. As
different individuals sew differ-
ent pieces, every completed outfit
is a group effort with several con-
tributors.

Miriam Diamond, Hillel’s mother-in-law, was one of the first to be
recruited. “… Hillel told me about it. I said that I would like to be
involved, a real mitzvah. Without him it wouldn’t have happened. Many
thanks also to David Rich… We were given a demo by one of his staff:
..Gratifying to see the number of ladies who are now involved.”

Judy Lavitt is hostess of the Shroud Crowd , with sewing machines set
up in her home....“I got involved with this project shortly after my hus-
band passed away in 2013. I saw a notice in the Jewish Post looking for
sewers. Since sewing is the hobby of my life, I made a phone call. Hillel
talked to me and told me what was needed. His mother-in-law, Miriam
Diamond, showed me how she was sewing these garments. It wasn’t
very difficult for me so I gave it a try. Somehow sewing these garments
gives me a warm feeling.. At first I didn’t want to talk about what I was
doing, but after a while I had told a few people. ...I am still in my big
home, and had slowly converted my recreation room into a sewing room.
I suggested that it might be nice to sew together and have comradery at
the same time. We, “The Shroud Crowd”, decided on one Thursday a
month. It has proven to be a lot of fun, and I have learned so much about
how the body is cared for after death.”

Pamela Brooker and Janis Silver express similar thoughts: “ I felt it
was a way of giving back. When I sew a garment, I think about who
might be wearing this. A little piece of me can maybe have a part in lay-
ing the person in their final resting place. It is a calming, spiritual expe-
rience in a way.

... I got involved because I believe it is more meaningful to have shroud
pieces sewn by members of the community rather than purchased. I feel
that the conscious act of creating the burial garments is a mitzvah. I am
intrigued by ...time and resources and the willingness of so many ladies
to make this project a reality.”

Since the inception of the project, several of the sewing ladies have
themselves lost a family member. Knowing that their loved one is
dressed in garments sewn with utmost care and respect by one of the
Sewing Circle adds a dimension of comfort and connection in the midst
of loss and mourning.

Members of the Sewing Circle, front row, left-right:
Jackie Winestock, Judith Lavitt, Miriam Diamond, Judy Lichtman 
Back row, left to right: 
Mary Ann Rosenbloom, Pamela Brooker, Charlotte Katz, Janis Silver,
Ricki Jacobson, Hillel Kravetsky, Yale Gilbert (CSE Ritual Chair) 
Missing: Marion Yarema 

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- HBO will produce a drama
series about the kidnapping of three Israeli teens from
a West Bank bus stop that riveted the attention of
Israelis and Jews around the world for more than two
weeks in 2014.

The cable network has given a 10-episode series
order for the as yet untitled drama, which will be a co-
production with the international arm of Israel's
Keshet Studios, the U.S. entertainment website
Deadline reported October 5.

The series, which is set to be filmed on location in Israel next summer,
will be directed by Joseph Cedar, an Israeli who has won several interna-
tional awards. His films “Beaufort” (2007) and “Footnote” (2011) each
were nominated for an Academy Award for best foreign film.

The creator is Hagai Levi, co-creator of "The Affair" and "In Treatment,"
and Noah Stollman.

Naftali Fraenkel, Gilad Shear and Eyal Yifrach
were abducted on June 12, 2014, and their bodies
were discovered 18 days later following a massive
search in a shallow grave in a field near Hebron. A
recording of an emergency call made by one of the
teens to police and the interior of the car used to
abduct them indicated that they were killed shortly
after being taken.

According to Deadline, the show will focus on an
idealistic investigator for Israel's Shin Bet security service as he deals with
the violent reactions on both sides of the escalating conflict over the teens'
disappearance. A new command places him in a situation that undermines
his faith and worldview, and leads to a conflict between his values and the
actions of those around him.

Deadline did not report whether the teens' parents have given their bless-
ing to the production.

HBO to co-produce drama series about kidnapping of 3 Israeli teens
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B’nai Brith news

By MYRON LOVE
Yachad Couples, B’nai Brith

Canada’s first and only couples unit has
embarked upon its 43rd year in opera-
tion with an opening brunch on
September at the Viscount Gort. The
guest speaker was Adriana Glikman,
B’nai Brith Winnipegger’s newly-
appointed program co-ordinator.

Among upcoming programs, notes
group member Barry Weber, will be a
presentation in November by Stan
Carbone, the Jewish Heritage Centre’s
director of programs and exhibits,
speaking about the history of
Winnipeg’s synagogues.

“We are also considering a program looking at the issue of assisted
dying,” adds Bert Schaffer. His wife, Elaine, suggests the group arrange a
program relating to Israel.

Then there is the annual Chanukah program featuring fun activities and
gift exchanges.

Judy Schnoor (who is one of Yachad’s co-leaders for this year with Elaine
Schaffer) reports that Yachad Couples were formed in 1973 by Earl Barish
(who is still very active with B’nai Brith) and the late Jack Schnoor (a
cousin of Judy’s late husband who was also Jack Schnoor). At that time,
she recalls, there were numerous B’nai Brith chapters – both men’s and
women’s groups – in Winnipeg and across Canada – but no co-ed groups.

“We were a group of people looking for social, cultural and intellectual
stimulation,” Schnoor recalls. “We have always had a variety of topics and
speakers.”

Yachad currently has a membership of 65 – roughly 30 couples and a few
singles – long-time members who have been widowed or divorced.
Programs (involving speakers) are still held in different members’ homes
(or condo common rooms in cases where members have sold their homes)
on Saturday evenings on average every third week. (Meetings are held
more frequently in fall and spring, less so in winter and summer.) Members
also get together socially for Chanukah and Purim and other Jewish holi-

days.
“We did a politically

correct Purim shpiel
one year,” Barry Weber
recalls. “Everybody
took a part. It was a lot
of fun.”

There are other social
activities such as bowl-
ing and golf outings and
an annual picnic.

But social activities
are not Yachad’s only
function. The group
members also raise
money for B’nai Brith
programs; membership
in Yachad includes a
$70 fee (per couple) payable to B’nai Brith. The members also engage in
social activism, such as supporting the campaign to help Yazidi refugees
come to Canada. 

“We were instrumental,” says Judy Schnoor, “in changing B’nai Brith’s
rules about women becoming members. In 1981, some of us went to the
annual national B’nai Brith convention and introduced a motion to allow
women to become B’nai Brith members (as compared to having separate
status). The motion passed.”

Elaine Weber cites the number of friendships that have been formed
through Yachad Couples over the years. 

“We have been there for each other at bar mitzvahs, weddings and funer-
als,” notes Judy Schnoor. 

Yachad Couples is always happy to welcome new member couples. “We
have had four new member couples join us over the past year,” she says.

“We would also welcome the formation of a younger Yachad Couples
group. We would be happy to mentor them.”

Readers who may be interested in learning more about yachad Couples
or joining can call the B’nai Brith office at 204 477-7512. 

Bnai Brith’s Yachad Couples group still going strong after 42 years

Yachad Couples co-leaders
ELAINE SHAFFER (left)

and JUDY SCHNOOR

Yachad Couples members have supported
each other over the years. 

“We have been there for each other at bar
mitzvahs, weddings and funerals,” notes Judy
Schnoor. 

Canadian university suspends 
tenured professor over anti-Semitic posts

TORONTO (JTA) -- A Canadian
university has suspended a professor
for promoting anti-Semitic conspira-
cy theories and denying the
Holocaust.

The University of Lethbridge in
Alberta announced late Wednesday
that Anthony Hall has been suspend-
ed without pay pending the outcome
of an internal investigation into pos-
sible violations of Canada's Human
Rights Act. The statement said Hall
"has been removed from contact
with students."

Hall, a tenured professor of liberal education and globalization studies,
has taught for 26 years and has a long history of promoting anti-Semitic
conspiracy theories.

B'nai Brith Canada last month called on the university to fire him "for
using his academic credentials to deny the Holocaust and promote 9/11
conspiracy theories."

Following a complaint from B'nai Brith, local police declined to lay hate
crimes charges against Hall for an anti-Semitic post on his Facebook page.
Police said a third party had posted the material.

Hours after the university's decision to suspend him, Hall posted a video
to YouTube in which he lashed out at B'nai Brith, saying the group "has
essentially taken control of my university's administration."

Hall co-hosts a YouTube show called "False Flag Weekly News," which
promotes theories that Jews and Zionists have been behind a series of
"false flag" terror events, beginning with the 9/11 attacks in 2001. He has
also appeared on a YouTube video that supports "open debate" on the
Holocaust.

In August, the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs and the Calgary
Jewish Federation asked the university to remove him from the classroom.

B’nai Brith complaint leads to dismissal 
of York University staff member

B’NAI BRITH CANADA York University has dismissed an employee
following an investigation into his antisemitic social media use.

Nikolas Balaskas, a long-time lab technician in York’s Department of
Astronomy and Physics, was the subject of a B’nai Brith Canada complaint
to the university’s administration on Aug. 22.

CIJNews reported September 14 that a letter was sent to Balaskas by his
employer and shared by Balaskas with his friends on Facebook,  noting
that his “employment is terminated with cause effective immediately.”
Specifically, it states that the content of Balaskas’ social media use “do not
comply with York University policies, procedures, standards and values.”

Facebook posts by Balaskas contained material that denied the
Holocaust, described a Nazi war criminal as a “hero,” and described
Zionists as “servants of the Evil One” seeking to bring a “holocaust” upon
the world.

“This is a very positive step, coming from a university where there have
been ongoing, and very public, issues of antisemitism,” said Amanda
Hohmann, National Director of B’nai Brith's League for Human Rights. “It
is incredibly heartening to see that the administration, in this case, not only
took the allegations seriously but took real action to correct the problem.

ANTHONY HALL
Holocaust denier and 
conspiracy theorist

NIKOLAS BALASKAS
A 2014 post by Balaskas on a website

titled veteranstoday
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TelevisionTHE RADY JCC PRESENTS ZOOMING IN: 
Contemporary Issues Through a Jewish Lens

Ashkenazi Jews and Cancer
Wednesday, October 19, 7:30 P.M. Berney Theatre

Did you know that one out of every 40 individuals of
Ashkenazi Jewish ancestry has a mutation in the BRCA1 or
BRCA2 gene?   What does that mean?

It means that Ashkenazim have a greater frequency of car-
rying certain changes in those genes that are associated with
an increased risk of cancer.  Everyone has two copies of
each of these genes, one inherited from their mother and one
from their father. These genetic mutations increase the risk
of developing some cancers, such as breast and ovarian in
women and breast and prostate in men, but not everyone
who carries a gene mutation will develop cancer

This edition of Zooming In will feature panelists Bernie
Chodirker, Medical Director WRHA – Program of
Genetics and Metabolism; Lori Santoro, Breast Cancer
Patient and Family Educator; Michelle Ellwood, Gyne
Cancer Patient and Family Educator; plus Judi Shuster,
BRCA Gene Carrier. You’ll hear from the experts about the
causes and the treatments and from someone who has per-
sonally been touched by the mutation.

Wednesday, October 19, 7:30 P.M. Berney Theatre, 
Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street

To register call (204) 477-7510 or go to radyjcc.com

Winnipeg-born Ari Cohen stars
in exciting new CBC series

By BERNIE 
BELLAN 

Forty-nine-year-
old Ari Cohen is a
featured performer
in a terrific new
series titled “Shoot
the Messenger”,
which premiered on
CBC TV Monday,
October 10.

Cohen, the son of
Jerry and the late
Carol Cohen, is a
graduate of Joseph
Wolinsky Colleg-
iate (class of 1985)
and the University of Manitoba, where he earned a B.A. in Theatre and
Film Studies. Cohen also obtained a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the
University of Alberta in Edmonton.

Cohen has had an extensive acting career over the past three decades,
having appeared on stage many times in Winnipeg in Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre productions (“The Last Night of Ballyhoo”, “League of
Nathans”, and “Zaide’s Shoes” – all of which were co-productions with
Prairie Theatre Exchange).

As well, Cohen says that he owes a debt of gratitude to Manitoba
Theatre Centre Artistic Director Steven Schipper who, Cohen describes,
was “a very early mentor of mine”. 

When he was still a theatre student at the University of Manitoba,
Schipper came to see Cohen in a show in which he was appearing at the
university’s Black Hole Theatre. Schipper introduced him to Winnipeg
filmmaker Guy Maddin. Subsequently, Cohen made his film debut in a
Maddin movie titled “Archangel”. 

While he says that he’s primarily worked in live theatre over the years,
he’s also appeared in a variety of TV and film productions. One of his
most recent movie appearances was in David Cronenberg’s “Maps to the
Stars”.

In “Shoot the Messenger” Cohen plays the part of  Sam Charles, the
suave and debonair attorney general of Ontario. In the three episodes
which I was able to preview, the character of Sam Charles is introduced
primarily in episode two, but Cohen says that later episodes develop his
character quite a bit more fully.

The plot of “Shoot the Messenger” is a combination of a
newspaper/police drama. The series opens with a beautiful young
reporter called Daisy Channing, played by Regina-born Elyse Levesque,
in a steamy scene in which she’s in bed with someone who turns out to
be a police detective.

As the story unfolds, Channing is quickly embroiled in what appears to
be the gangland shooting of a young Somali-born Torontonian.
(Although the city is never mentioned by name, there aren’t any attempts
to disguise it as anything other than a Canadian city, unlike other televi-
sion series shot in Canada which go so far as to remove Canada Post
mailboxes so as to make Canadian cities seem more generic.)

According to Ari Cohen, the story behind “Shoot the Messenger” was
partly inspired by the story of the late Rob Ford during the time that he
was Toronto’s headline-grabbing mayor.

“The story is multi-ethnic and multi socio-economic”, Cohen observed.
It shows a seamy side of Toronto, including Somali gangs, corrupt busi-
nessmen, ambitious, unethical politicians – in short, a slice of Toronto life
that is both compelling, yet repulsive.

There are eight episodes in the first season of “Shoot the Messenger”.
Cohen says that the show’s producers are hoping that the series will be
renewed for more seasons. In addition to being shown on CBC, the series
has been picked up British distributor ITV and will be televised in a num-
ber of countries outside of Canada.

I must admit that I rarely watch any TV series that isn’t either on HBO
or Netflix, but “Shoot the Messenger” drew me in from the start. Would
I have watched it had I not received a request to write about it from a pub-
licist for the show, who grabbed my attention when he mentioned that
Winnipegger Ari Cohen had a leading role in the show? I doubt it, but
now that I’ve watched the first three episodes, you can bet I’ll be setting
my PVR to record every other episode of this terrific new series.

ARI COHEN
has appeared in several

Winnipeg Jewish Theatre productions.
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Comment/Yiddish

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

A wall by any other name
By MYRON LOVE

If the wall (more accurately the separation barrier as
only parts of the barrier are formal walls) that Israel built
after the 2000-2002 Intifada to separate Israeli communi-
ties from Palestinian-populated areas can be called an
“Apartheid Wall”, then what of the new wall that England
is reportedly building at Calais at the entrance to the tun-
nel to try to keep out illegal immigrants? Is that also an
“Apartheid Wall”? One might also ask why Donald
Triump’s call to build a wall on the Texas-Mexico border
to try to keep out illegal immigrants has come under such
strong condemnation while you hear nothing about the
wall Hungary has built on its border with Serbia for the
same purpose? 

And why is it okay for Eqypt to have built a wall on its
border with Gaza while Israel once again comes under crit-
icism for building a wall on its border with Gaza?

And what is an “Apartheid Wall” anyway? South Africa,
the original Apartheid state, never built any physical walls
to separate peoples of different races. Apartheid South
Africa legislated separate schools and universities, sepa-
rate churches, separate neighbourhoods, separate legisla-
tures (at least for people of mixed race or of East Indian
background if not for the Black majority) and even sepa-
rated countries – but no walls.

And in the segregationist American south, no one built
separation walls.

In short, before Israel’s defensive barrier, there was no
“Apartheid Wall” precedent of any kind.

In fact, building walls has a very long history going back
thousands of years. There was, for example, the Great
Wall of China which was built to keep out Mongol
invaders. The Roman Emperor Hadrian built a wall sepa-
rating England and Scotland to protect England from
Scottish raiders.

Throughout history, rulers have built walls around their
cities to protect the inhabitants from attack.

In almost all cases, including the case of Israel, walls
have been built for purposes of defense or to keep others
out. The only exception was the Berlin Wall (1948-1989),
which was built by Communist East Germany to separate
East and West Berlin and to keep East Germans from leav-
ing.

Obviously (to most readers, I would think), Israel’s walls
aren’t intended to keep Palestinians locked in (Thousands
of Palestinians cross into Israel daily for work and there ss
no wall on the Jordan-Palestinian border.), nor is it there to
separate all Jews and Arabs as there are a number of Jewish
communities that are on the other side of the barrier. The
separation barrier exists specifically to protect Israelis from
Palestinian terrorist attacks.

Now I know that there are a small number of readers
who would argue that if only Israel unilaterally withdrew
from the “Occupied Territories”, pulled out its more than
half a million “settlers” (I won’t get into what differenti-
ates Israeli “settlers” from all other settlers in history),
than all Palestinian terror attacks would suddenly cease.

Well, Israel just ten years ago did pull out all of its “set-
tlers” (about 8,000) people from Gaza. Did Palestinian ter-
ror attacks stop? Of course not. The terror attacks wors-
ened considerably with tens of thousands of missiles fired
at Israeli civilians.

Only fools and anti-Semites believe that a unilateral
Israeli withdrawal from Judea and Samaria (a.k.a. the West
Bank) would produce a different result. The Palestinian
leadership - both Hamas in Gaza and the Palestinian
Authority on the West Bank – are quite clear that they
view all of Israel as “occupied territory” and all Israelis as
“settlers”. 

English summary of Yiddish column

I am teaching a course on Holocaust literature. I
avoided it for many years due to a childhood trauma.
For years I taught students about Yiddish culture
before and after the war as a way to immortalize
Ashkenazi Jewry. Today I believe it is important to
teach various texts written by survivors who came
either from traditional or assimilated families. Primo
Levi and Jean Amery, Elie Wiesel and Aharon
Applefeld (in Yiddish, Hebrew, Italian and German)
all ask different questions about God, man, and
humanity. Their voices should be studied even though
they do not provide easy answers. Gmar khsima
toyve un a gut zis yor.
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Community newsTHE RADY JCC PRESENTS “IN THE KNOW”
Lecture, Arts & Discussion Series

JAMES MANISHEN
Monday, October 31, 12:00 Noon

Join us for the next edition of “In the Know” at the Rady
JCC on Monday, October 31, at noon, featuring James
Manishen, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra’s Artistic
Operations Associate. Manishen looks at the age old ques-
tion, of whether Richard Wagner’s music should be played
in Israel.

Wagner was anti-Semitic and his music was appropriated
by the Nazis due to Hitler’s admiration of his works.  As a
result, to this day, the performance of Wagner’s music in
Israel is highly controversial.  James Manishen is a walking
encyclopedia, with a vast knowledge of the classical music
world, and in this edition of “In the Know”, he examines the
question of performing Wagner in Israel from several angles.   

The new series, “In the Know”, has been creating quite a
buzz with its wide variety of subjects and the expertise of the
presenters. Upcoming editions include comedian and
Artistic Director of the Winnipeg Comedy Festival, Lara
Ray, on November 14th, and Martin Cash, Winnipeg Free
Press business columnist on December 12th.

Stay tuned for the announcement of the 2017 “In the
Know” lineup.

“In the Know” includes a delicious lunch and is held in the
Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street.

To register, call (204) 477-7510 
or go to www.radyjcc.om

“StandWithUs” introduced to
Winnipeg Jewish community

By BERNIE BELLAN
Jewish students on campuses everywhere aare often left feeling defen-

sive and quite unprepared to quell criticisms of Israel. In 2005, the first
initiatives to organize an active program of Boycott, Divestment, and
Sanctions against Israel began. As the BDS movement took hold, com-
bined with annual “Israel Apartheid Week” programs on campuses across
the United States, StandWithUs developed an active strategy designed to
equip Jewish students (also non-Jewish students who were sympathetic
to Israel) with the means by which they could defend Israel on universi-
ty campuses. 

On Thursday, September 29, two representatives of StandWithUs
appeared at Temple Shalom to explain to a large audience just what it is
that StandWithUs is attempting to do. Meryle Kates, executive director
of the Canadian office of StandWithUs, and Zina Khamilova, Canadian
campus director of StandWithUs, were here at the initiative of Winnipeg
Friends of Israel. Their appearance was also sponsored by Bridges for
Peace and this newspaper.

Merle Kates explained to the audience that the Canadian branch of
StandWithUs began four years ago, joining the 18 branches that had
already been formed in the United States. As well, there are branches in
the United Kingdom and Israel, Kates noted.

“We provide students with the tools to identify other students who also
stand with Israel,” Kates explained. In addition to providing literature,
StandWithUs also hosts regular training sessions for university students
interested in acquiring the skills and knowledge that will enable them to
organize fellow students in defense of Israel on their campuses. 

Kates referred to something known as the “Emerson Fellowships”,
which are one-year training programs for students to run student groups
and mount campaigns intended to counter the BDS movement on cam-
puses. As well, Kates said, workshops are held in Los Angeles for student
leaders where they are trained how “to talk about Israel”.

What kinds of problems do Jewish university students encounter these
days? Zina Khamilova related something that had taken place at York
University in Toronto as an example of the kind of difficulty even Jewish
students who are not all that interested in Israel can encounter: Anti-Israel
students were actively stopping other students who happened to walk by
a mock “checkpoint” that the anti-Israel students had set up, asking
unsuspecting students to produce their passports. (This was meant to sim-
ulate the experiences of Palestinians having to go through Israeli check-
points.)

In addition to anti-Israel displays that are often mounted on campuses
throughout North America, many students have had the unpleasant expe-
rience of having to sit through lectures where their professors are decid-
edly critical of Israel. Students are either intimidated into remaining
silent or lack the knowledge to rebut what their teachers have to say,
Khamilova said.

In assessing the typical situation on Canadian campuses, Khamilova
suggested there is a 10-80-10 split among students, i.e. 10% are pro-
Israel, 10% are anti-Israel, while 80% are either indifferent or have no
opinion one way or the other.

Yet, she argued, it’s not good enough simply to be “reactive” to anti-
Israel programs on campuses. Pro-Israel students should take the initia-
tive to mount programs that cater to those 80% of students who are indif-
ferent by creating positive images of Israel.

For instance, Khamilova said, StandWithUs has brought in Israeli stu-
dents who are broadly representative of a cross-section of Israel to speak
to and mingle with other students on Canadian campuses. Included in that
group of Israeli students were “Druze, Arab, Bedouin, gay, and orthodox”
students, all of whom presented a positive perspective on what their lives
were like in Israel.

Pro-Israel students are given tools that are intended to help them “dis-
tinguish between anti-Semitism and legitimate criticism of Israel,”
Khamilova said. She referred to Natan Scharansky’s “three D’s” that can
be used to identify when criticism of Israel goes from being legitimate to
racist. The three “d’s”, she said are: “demonization”, “double standard”,
and “delegitimization”. 

Social media have played an especially important role in helping
StandWithUs to get its message out, Khamilova noted. Whether it’s
through Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, or other social media
platforms, StandWithUs platforms are viewed by over 100 million peo-
ple a week, Khamilova claimed, in a wide range of languages, including
Arabic and Farsi.

During the question and answer period that followed the presentations
by Kates and Khamilova, there were some spirited exchanges.

One questioner noted that, in appearing before an audience that was
made up entirely of individuals who were quite sympathetic to the mes-
sage they had to deliver, Kates and Khamilova were “just preaching to
the choir”.

Kates responded: “We need the
choir…In Canada we’ve only been around Continued on next page.



four years. Ask your average Jewish student
whether Israel is an apartheid state and they
won’t know how to respond. Our job is to edu-
cate the people who want to speak up for Israel
how to do that. Not all of us have the right
answers. We get together more and more in
groups.”

One of the two new Hebrew University
“ambassadors” to Winnipeg, Shai Josopov,
noted that “one of the things we Israelis feel is
that we are only being portrayed through the
conflict (between Israelis and Palestinians). Do
you do any active work telling what Israel does
in the world?”

Kates answered: “Yes, we just met with some-
one who arranged to bring Israeli scientists here
to talk about drip irrigation”, for instance. She
added that “We portray Israel as a normal coun-
try with normal people.”

Khamilova added: “We truly believe Israelis
are the best ambassadors for their country.”

Someone else asked:
“When your sons or
daughters come home and
say that their professors
have said something anti-
Semitic, what can you say
to them?”

Kates answered: “I
accompanied one student
to see the president of the
university” (in response to
a situation with a particu-
lar professor). “You go to
every level of the universi-
ty and see how the prob-
lem is addressed. In other
cases we have legal reme-
dies” (using over 80
lawyers in the U.S. who
volunteer to take on cases
pro bono).

Haskell Greenfield, who
is the head of Judaic
Studies at the University
of Manitoba, chimed in
with this idea: “One
avenue that hasn’t been
brought up is that many

people are alumni of the University of Manitoba
and the University of Winnipeg.” If you think
that the university hasn’t done enough to stem
anti-Semitism on campus, you can “say I’m not
giving money to the university. I’m giving
money directly to Judaic Studies. At the
University of Manitoba and the University of
Winnipeg, it’s all about your money.” 

Another questioner asked: “Have you sup-
planted Hillel”?

Khamilova answered: “Absolutely not. We
work with Hillel on every campus. We’re a
resource organization. We don’t have clubs on
campuses. We go to their (Hillel’s) conferences,
they come to ours.”

Someone else in the audience said, however,
“Hillel is leaving a void.” (Ed. note: Hillel in
Winnipeg has been without a director for some
time. Apparently someone will be arriving in
Winnipeg soon to take over that role.)

If you would like more information about
StandWithUs, contact Zina Khamilova at
ZinaR@standwithus.com
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Jewish Heritage Centre to host
Program on Chesed Shel Emes

Thursday, October 27 @ 7:00pm

Mention the words “ Chesed Shel Emes” and most Winnipeggers
picture “the brown building on Main Street ” where Jewish funer-
als sometimes take place. Built in 1947, the Chesed chapel was
originally a center of community activity, and an active synagogue.

In the 1930’s and 40’s the Magnus and Main neighbourhood was
home to the Jewish community. In 1940, the Jewish Old Folks
Home of Western Canada, later the Sharon Home, moved to a new
facility located on Magnus Avenue east of Main. The construction
of the Chesed chapel was supported by donations from individuals
and businesses across Western Canada. The opening event was held
on November 23, 1947.

The Ladies Auxiliary of the Chesed held teas, dinners and dances
to celebrate holidays such as Chanukah and “breaking the fast”, and
to raise funds for the ongoing operation of the Chesed, which has
been a non profit, community based organization since its incep-
tion. 

Join Rena Boroditsky of Chesed Shel Emes as she offers an his-
torical overview of the Society, a description of Jewish rituals and
burial practices and a guided tour of the premises.

It is with great pleasure that we announce
that Cantor Anibal Mass has decided to com-
plete a journey that he began many years ago.

Cantor Mass began studies at the Cantorial
School at the Seminario Rabinico
Latinoamericano in Buenos Aires 26 years
ago. Over the last 5 years, he has, with the
support and encouragement of fellow clergy
and staff at Congregation Shaarey Zedek,
taken on more roles that have led him on the
path to rabbinic ordination.

Cantor Mass has been a part of
Congregation Shaarey Zedek since his induc-
tion as our Chazzan in August, 2002. In addi-
tion to his musical direction and work with
both adults and youth in voice training and
service enhancement, he has been a strong
and active educator both within the syna-
gogue and community-wide. In recent years,
he has taken over the direction and education
for the synagogue’s Choosing Judaism
Program, and leads weekly study sessions
such as the Torah L’Chayim class offered
every Shabbat. 

Cantor Mass is most well-known for his
musical direction at the synagogue, focusing
greatly on youth choirs. From creating the
Junior Chazzan to the current Dor Chadash
Performance Choir he has continued to
expand the rich musical history at the syna-
gogue.

We are excited about the decision that
Cantor Mass has made and look forward to
the next steps of his journey as devoted cler-
gy and future rabbi. It will be our pleasure to
share the news of his ordination and have his
experience and new role on the leadership
team of Congregation Shaarey Zedek.

Congregation Shaarey Zedek
561 Wellington Crescent 
Winnipeg MB R3M 0A6

T 204-452-3711 F 204-474-1184
www.SZWinnipeg.ca

Cantor Aníbal Mass to
begin rabbinic training

Cantor ANÍBAL MASS 

(Continued from previous page)



Sukkot is a time full of
joy, with lots of mitzvot
(commandments) to ful-
fill and fun events. I hope
the weather is awesome
and that you get shake a
lulav, dine al fresco and
enjoy the holiday! With
the start of a new Jewish

year, I was reminded of a song. Most of us probably
learned it as kids:

Al Shelosha Devarim….al haTorah, v’al ha-avo-
dah, v’al gemilut Hasidim.

The world depends on three things: On Torah, On Learning/Prayer, and
on Acts of Loving Kindness.

I have been swept away lately. Not by Torah, and not by prayer, although
I wish I’d had more time to study and learn and pray. I’ve been swept away
by remembering the unexpected power of those “acts of loving kindness.”

Lately, our food banks are in need of replenishment. There are lots of
hungry people, and every time I go to the grocery store, I try to buy some-
thing that’s on the “most wanted” list for the food bank. It’s a great lesson
for my kids, because together, we search the store for two things on the list.
My five year olds help choose it and deliver it to the food bank bin. It’s an
important lesson of tzedakah (charity) and caring for others anonymously.

However, I had a completely difference experience a little while ago. I
was leaving Superstore. I’d done the weekly shopping by myself since
kindergarten has started. (Hurray! So much easier without kids!) Yet, I felt
guilty–I’d forgotten the food bank bin that trip. 

Outside the door, a worn, skinny, older man with red, chapped skin asked
if I might spare change for a cup of coffee. I did not have a lot of cash on
hand, and I was taken aback. Instead, I tried to hand him my bag of coffee,
which I’d just bought.

“Oh,” he said, “I won’t be able to use that.” Then I tried to offer him a
box of cereal. That wouldn’t work either. Finally, he settled on a big hunk
of mozzarella. “Could I have that?” I handed it over and went out into the
parking lot. 

A well-dressed, well-fed man with silver hair approached me. “Was he
homeless?” The man asked. He didn’t sound concerned, but actually smiled
at me. I explained that I didn’t know, but that he was hungry. The man

asked what I’d given
him, and I mentioned
the cheese. I wondered
to myself if he was
h o m e l e s s – w h i c h
meant he had no way
to brew coffee, or to
store a big box of cere-
al.

“Now someone in
your house will be

missing that cheese!” He replied.
Before I even thought about it, I spoke.

“Thank G-d, no. No one in my house will miss
that cheese.” 

And that’s the truth. While grocery prices
have gone up, I have a lot for which to be
grateful. No one is hungry in my house. I
could easily spare cheese.

I felt teary later. Who knows, that hungry
man could have been Eliyahu. (Elijah the
prophet) While I don’t usually subscribe to the
“everything happens for a reason” theory, this

felt like a very lucky, personal way to make a difference.
Along with all the other clichés we can drag up, things happen in threes.

In the second instance, I got the chance to cook – through volunteering at
synagogue - for someone I know who has been in the hospital. Now, she
and her family would have good things to eat until she recovered. 

The third thing landed in my email inbox unexpectedly. Someone I’ve
known for a long time, taught, and mentored, has been going through some
turmoil and a transitional time in her life. Until recently, I was cheering her
on. I celebrated with her as she dated someone new, a Jewish man who was
active and well-liked in her community.

Then, out of the blue, he dumped her. My friend and former student need-
ed support, and the traditional medical/mental health system was not mov-
ing quickly. (Does it ever move quickly enough?!) Hey, I suggested…why
not ask your rabbi, your local JCFS, or others for support and the resources
you might need. I was still physically too far away to help in person. I
hoped that others in her local community would instead.

The truth is that we don’t need a holiday or a special day to do acts of
loving kindness for others. Maybe we just need a reminder. It’s easy to say
we’re too busy, or we’re uncomfortable with a particular task, or it isn’t our
thing. Yet, we’re not much of a community if we don’t step up to help each
other. It can be easy–driving someone to a medical appointment, bringing
food to a family facing an illness, offering to help someone with a new
baby, visiting a sick friend, helping find the right kind of social service for
someone in need…

And it can be so hard. It’s hard to face that skinny, worn-looking person
on the curb who asks for a cup of coffee, or to hear a friend suffering in
pain. It’s not always as easy and impersonal as dumping the sack of rice in
the food bank bin…but it’s all necessary and important.

Also, no matter what the holiday, Jewish tradition teaches us that the
world depends on this. It’s not just Torah, or prayer, or learning.
Actions–doing those deeds of loving kindness for others, are an essential
part of being Jewish. What will you do – today or this week – to hold up
your end of the bargain?

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com. 

Federations raising funds for
Hurricane Matthew relief

(JTA) -- The Jewish Federations of North
America is opening an emergency fund for
Hurricane Matthew relief.

The National Weather Service warned that
some places hit by Matthew could be uninhabit-
able for "weeks or months," CNN reported.
Palm Beach and Broward counties in South
Florida, home to a Jewish community that
includes tens of thousands of retirees, was large-
ly spared the worst of the storm.

Jewish federations are collecting money to
mobilize humanitarian support and provide
relief to the Jewish communities in the path of
the hurricane, according to JFNA.

In the Toco Hills community of Atlanta,
Congregation Beth Jacob and Young Israel of
Toco Hills are offering home hospitality to
Jewish evacuees from the Carolinas and Florida.
Over 50 local families have already signed up to
be hosts, according to the Orthodox Union.

“The speed with which our community has
responded to this call is a testament to the deep
responsibility we feel to Jews throughout our
region and across the world,” Rabbi Ilan
Feldman of Congregation Beth Jacob said in a
statement.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Acts of Loving Kindness: An everyday commitment

By

JOANNE SEIFF



By BERNIE 
BELLAN

Having arrived here
in early September,
the new Hebrew
University of
Jerusalem “Com-
munity Ambassadors”
to Winnipeg, Shai
Josopov and Sigal
Klaynerman, bring a
fresh vitality to their
roles.

In so many ways
Shai, 29, and Sigal,
26, represent an
entirely new approach
to representing the
Hebrew University in
Winnipeg. Until now
that role was essential-
ly one as a fundraiser.
Now, however, as was
noted in our last
(September 28) issue,
with two young people
who themselves are
both recent graduates of the Hebrew University themselves, Winnipeggers
can look forward to a marked departure in the way Shai and Sigal will be
conducting themselves.

Recently, we sat down with the couple at Bermax Café, where we chat-
ted about their backgrounds, and what they hope to achieve here.

Shai noted that the very title they have been given – “Community
Ambassadors”, signifies the new approach that they are expected to take.

“We want to strength-
en the relationship
between the Hebrew
University and the
community,” he sug-
gested.

“We’re not here to
replace what was
going on before, but
to continue it and
build upon it. We’re
both graduates of the
Hebrew University.
“(Shai has a B.A. in
Political Science and
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Relations, and an
M.A. in Conflict

Management and Resolution, while Sigal has a B.A. in English Literature
and Political Science and a Masters in Management of Nonprofit and
Community Organizations.) 

“The idea,” Shai continued, “is to vivify the Hebrew University, if you
will, to the community of Winnipeg.”

Sigal noted the long history of support from within Winnipeg’s Jewish
community to the Hebrew University. “It goes back to 1948, I think”, she
said (when the Winnipeg branch of Canadian Friends of the Hebrew
University was formed.)

“We want to meet people – get to know people,” Sigal continued, “in syn-
agogues, in the JCC and any other place we might get to know the com-
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CANADIAN ASSOCIATES 
OF BEN-GURION UNIVERSITY

2016–17 THE  
GRAVITATIONAL PULL OF  
BERNICE  
TRIMBLE

October 12 – 30 / 2016

November 9 – 27 / 2016

An honest & touching  
family drama about losing  

your centre of gravity

  

The comedy that proves  
motherhood is not for  

the faint of heart

SPONSORED IN PART BY

SPONSORED IN PART BY

MEDIA SPONSOR

MEDIA SPONSOR

PRAIRIE THEATRE EXCHANGE
YOUR CITY YOUR STORIES YOUR THEATRE

Tickets only $31-$50
PTE.mb.ca

17–6102     
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Continued on next page.

Young “Community Ambassadors” from the 
Hebrew University settling into their new home

At a reception held Thursday, October 6,
Shai Josopov and Sigal Klaynerman met
with various members of the local chapter of
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University,
along with representatives of other organiza-
tions here.
In the picture above are (left-right):, MUR-
RAY PALAY, National Chair of the Board of
Governors, CFHU; SIGAL KLAYNERMAN
and SHAI SEGAL, the new CFHU ambas-
sadors to Winnipeg; and MARGARET
SHUCKETT, President, Winnipeg Chapter
of CFHU. 

SHARON ZALIK, consultant to the
Winnipeg Chapter, CFHU, and ARIEL
KARABELNICOFF, Executive Director, JNF
Canada, Manitoba-Saskatchewan Division



munity personally.”
But, she admitted, “We’re not

going to throw events at people right away, like lectures, until we get to
know people in Winnipeg and who our audience is.

“We both have a lot of experience organizing events. For instance, at
Rothberg (which is the school for overseas students at the Hebrew
University) I was the producer of the Holocaust memorial ceremony, that
included students from all over the world, not just Jewish students.”

I asked whether Sharon Zalik (who was executive director of the
Winnipeg office of CFHU) is going to continue to play a role.

“I think she’s going to stay on for some bigger projects,” Sigal answered.
“We’re not going to work together per se, but she is amazing. She’s been
very helpful.”

I asked whether the two of them are here for a set period.
“At least a year,” Sigal said.
One of the main areas in which they hope to make a mark is in being liv-

ing representatives fresh from the Hebrew University. “You’re going to see
and feel the Hebrew University more now that we’re here,” Shai noted.

“We want to connect with young people,” he continued.
“For example,” Sigal explained, “we love hosting Shabbat dinners. We

will meet people and ask them to cook together with us.”
“Also,” Shai added, “We’re going to organize events for young adults.”

He says though that they won’t be going to the university before they have
a chance to become acquainted with organizations such as Hillel (which
will soon have a new director here).

I told Shai and Sigal that they should meet with Dr. Haskell Greenfield,
who is the head of the Judaic Studies Department at the University of
Manitoba. (Interestingly, the next evening they did meet Haskell at an
event held at Temple Shalom.)

Before our lunch concluded, I asked Shai and Sigal to tell how they met.
“(In 2013) I was working as a social counselor coordinator in the prepara-

tory program at Rothberg international school,” Sigal began.
“We were actually missing one counselor,” she continued. “We had four

counselors. Each one spoke a different language. We were missing one who
spoke good English. I did so many interviews; then we found Shai.”

“So you were his boss?” I asked.
“Kind of,” Sigal answered. “I was his supervisor.
“The thing is,” Shai noted, “we realized we liked each other, but we also

realized we were working together, so we kept the relationship professional.” 
It was at a Thanksgiving dinner in 2013 that the two actually had a

chance to get to know one another outside of an office. They realized they
had a good chemistry and began dating.

“We kept it a secret for four months and then we told everyone,” Shai
explained.

Shai and Siegal were just married in June this year. Before then though,
they had known they would be coming to Winnipeg for quite some time.
They had responded to an ad looking for young graduates from the univer-
sity to serve overseas. While there were other cities where Shai and Sigal
could have gone, one of which was Washington D.C through a different job

offer, they chose to come to Winnipeg.
If you would like to get in touch with either Shai or Sigal, you can email

Sigal at skleynerman@cfhu.org or Shai at sjosopov@cfhu.org. or call them
at 204-291-9068 (Sigal) or 204-291-0714 (Shai). You can also contact them
and follow their work and experiences in Winnipeg, by liking the chapter’s
new Facebook page – “CFHU Winnipeg chapter” 
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Israeli women wed in Toronto 
with a little help from Facebook

TORONTO (JTA) -- Two Israeli women who wanted to be legally mar-
ried in Toronto had to depend not only on a foreign country but on the kind-
ness of strangers.

Einav Morgenstern and Tamar Yahel had booked a City Hall wedding
ceremony for 11 a.m. Sept. 20 with the requisite witnesses and nonrefund-
able deposit. When the witnesses -- two friends -- announced at the last
minute that they couldn't make it, the betrothed hurriedly put out the word
on social media that they needed help.

"If you happen to be around and free for 10-20 minutes, we would be for-
ever thankful if you come be our witness," Morgenstern, who moved to
Toronto last year for graduate studies, wrote less than two hours before the
scheduled nuptials. "In return we'll give you our blessing for love."

The message was posted to the Bunz Trading Zone Facebook page,
where people post items for trade, such as furniture, toys and stereos.
Within minutes, the couple received more than 100 "likes" and at least
eight offers to be witnesses. In the end, four strangers ended up saving their
big day.

The strangers -- an actor, an administrator, a photographer and a stay-at-
home mom who is an LGBTQ activist -- all made it to City Hall in the nick
of time. One real-life friend was already there. So was the couple's daugh-
ter, bringing the wedding party to six. The marriage license and other doc-
uments were duly signed, and the couple exchanged vows in English and
Hebrew.

"We didn’t think we would be touched by this ceremony," Morgenstern
told the Toronto Star in an article published Tuesday. "I think mainly what
made it special for us was the fact that we got the warmest welcome to
Canada that we could have asked for."

The couple already had a wedding ceremony in Israel, where the gov-
ernment began registering same-sex unions in 2006. But the state has yet
to legalize civil marriage -- in Israel those who choose to wed must have
their nuptials sanctified by a religious court, none of which perform same-
sex ceremonies.

However, Israel does recognize same-sex marriages performed outside
the country. Canada legalized same-sex marriage in 2005.

By 11:40 a.m., the ceremony was complete, hugs were exchanged and
the photographer offered his services for free.

"People we don't know dropping everything they were doing and com-
ing," Morgenstern said. "That was what made it so special."
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“Denial” - the true story of a libel suit filed by Holocaust denier 
David Irving against  Professor Deborah Lipstadt

By BERNIE BELLAN
Opening October 14 in

Winnipeg, “Denial” is a docud-
rama that tells the story how
Jewish American academic
Deborah Lipstadt had to fend
off a libel suit launched by
notorious Holocaust denier,
David Irving,.

In 1993, Lipstadt wrote a
book titled Denying the
Holocaust: the Growing
Assault on Truth and Memory.
In that book, Lipstadt wrote the
following about British histori-
an David Irving: “Irving is one
of the most dangerous
spokespersons for Holocaust
denial. Familiar with historical
evdence, he bends it until it
conforms with his ideological
leanings and political agenda. A
man who is convinced that Britain’s great decline was accelerated by its
decision to go to war with Germany, he is most facile at taking accurate
information and shaping it to confirm his conclusions. A review of his
recent book, Churchill’s War, which appeared in New York Review of
Books, accurately analyzed his practice of applying a double standard of
evidence. He demands ‘absolute documentary proof’ when it comes to
proving the Germans guilty, but he relies on highly circumstantial evidence
to condemn the Allies. This is an accurate description not only of Irving’s
tactics, but of those of deniers in general.”

In 1996, Irving launched a libel suit against Lipstadt and her publisher,
Penguin Books. Because the rules for proving defamation in England are
different than in America (In England, the onus is on the defendant to prove
that what he or she wrote was true, whereas in America the onus is on the
plaintiff to prove that what the defendant wrote was untrue.), Irving’s deci-
sion to file his lawsuit in England proved to be far more troublesome for
Lipstadt than had Irving filed his suit in the United States.

That lawsuit – and the trial that subsequently began in 1996, and which
lasted until 2000, forms the basis for a new movie titled “Denial”, starring
Rachel Weisz as Deborah Lipstadt. The movie takes great pains to present
the trial in as accurate a form as possible. Some reviewers have complained
that, as a result, the action is not quite as electrifying as it might have been
had the film been more like a typical Hollywood courtroom drama. Yet, in
its quite realistic depiction of events as they truly happened, viewers of this
film should walk away with a better understanding just how traumatic this
trial was for Deborah Lipstadt – and how uncertain the final outcome was.

Recently, I had the chance to speak with Deborah Lipstadt. Although
there are many questions that one might ask of such a famed academic, I
wanted to confine my questions to ones stemming from the film itself:

JP&N: The lawsuit was filed in 1996, but the trial didn’t end until 2000.
I’m wondering: What was your state of mind that whole time? Were you
under constant duress?

Lipstadt: In the beginning there was a lot of duress till the legal team fell
into place. Once that happened I felt much calmer. Then things got quiet for
a while and we thought it had sort of gone away, but then they resurfaced
about ’97 and by late ’97 we knew our attempts to scare him (Irving) off
and to get him to drop the suit were not going to work. So, I was under a
lot of duress, but having such good lawyers in there was very reassuring.

JP&N: The lawyer who was your solicitor (Anthony Julius) was Jewish,
yet the film doesn’t mention that.

Lipstadt: He’s a very serious Jew. David Hare (the film’s screenwriter)
is well aware of that. I think David thought it was irrelevant.

JP&N: You had a meeting with some of the leading doyens of London’s
Jewish community. That was a very icy meeting because they were encour-
aging you to settle. Did the obvious hostility between you and those
London Jews get resolved in the end?

Lipstadt: Obviously I didn’t settle and the British Jewish community
came through in the end and did support me. Now they’re very proud of me
and what I did.

They were frightened that this was going to result in David Irving getting
lots of attention and David Irving winning, even though he might lose.

Obviously they were wrong
and we went ahead anyway.
Thank God it all worked out in
the end.

JP&N: I thought it was a lit-
tle bit harsh. They were made
to seem a very snotty group.

Lipstadt: It was exactly as it
happened.

JP&N: How familiar were
you with David Irving’s writ-
ings before you wrote your
book in 1993?

Lipstadt: I was familiar. I
knew he had become a denier. I
had read Hitler’s War. I read
both versions of Hitler’s War –
the one in which there is a
Holocaust (published in 1977)
and the one in which the
Holocaust suddenly disappears
(published in 1990), so I was
quite familiar. I was nowhere

near as familiar as I would eventually become.

JP&N: The way Rachel Weisz played you – you looked physically
frightened the first time you saw David Irving in person (when Irving dis-
rupted a lecture she was giving to students).

Lipstadt: She (Weisz) called me the morning she was going to film that
and she said to me: “Deborah, what were you feeling?”

I said to her, I was feeling like a deer in the headlights because I was
unprepared, I didn’t want to get into a debate with him. I knew that students
were thinking, by my not answering him, that maybe he had a point.

JP&N: But physically, David Irving is a much bigger man than the actor
who portrayed him (Timothy Spall). He is physically intimidating. The fel-
low who portrayed him looks more like a weasel.

Lipstadt: Well, he looked pretty evil, but I think you’re right. David
Irving is 6’4”. He’s a big guy – a brawny guy. And you know the first time
I heard that Timothy Spall was going to play him – and Timothy Spall had
just lost 100 pounds – I thought: “Omigod, how’s he going to do it?” but
you know, the magic of great acting – as I watch Timothy Spall, he became
taller and bigger in my eyes - his depiction of Irving was so good.

JP&N: The references to Irving’s association with Ernst Zundel will
have a special resonance for Canadian audiences.

Lipstadt: Absolutely.

JP&N: I was reading about Irving. He came to Canada so many times.
Do you have any comment about the Canadian system that let him in so
many times?

Lipstadt: It’s the same with the American system. Each time he would
come – unless there was a riot against Jews, a riot against black people,
then we could say he was an inciter. Until he does that, that’s one of the
prices we pay for democracy.

JP&N: Years ago, I read QB VII (the book, written by Leon Uris, based
on his own experience of being sued for libel in a British court), then saw
the TV dramatization (starring Ben Gazarra and Anthony Hopkins). In so
many ways, QB VII foreshadowed your own experience. I don’t suppose it
played any part in your thinking.

Lipstadt: You’re absolutely right. I was very aware of QB VII. I reread
QB VII, and then there’s a scholarly book on the trial called Auschwitz in
England, which I read. I talk about that in my book (Denial – Holocaust
History on Trial). First of all, in QB VII, the publisher drops the case
because he couldn’t fight it and Uris was left on his own, and I was afraid
of that too.

Number two, in QB VII there was a jury. You don’t know what you’re
going to get with a jury, also ours was a very complicated case to present
to a jury. We could have presented it to a jury, but it would have been much
more complicated, much more expensive, so that’s why we wanted a bench
trial with a judge.

Finally, I remember the ending of QB VII.

JP&N: He (the plaintiff who sued Leon Uris) gets a penny farthing.
Lipstadt: That’s right – the lowest coin in the realm. But the night before

the trial began, I went over to QB VII just to see the courthouse.

Holocaust denier DAVID IRVING,
who was eventually forced to

declare bankruptcy as a result of
his being ordered to pay Lipstadt’s
and Penguin Books’ (her English

publisher) court costs

DEBORAH LIPSTADT
circa 2000, when the libel suit

launched by David Irving against
her ended with the suit being dis-

missed



18 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 12, 2016

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
OCT.  12

In Memoriam

In loving remembrance of our
beloved and visionary
father and grandfather

ISRAEL ASPER
OC, OM

who passed away
October 7, 2003

11 Days in Tishrei
— Still so much in our hearts
and sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
friends.  Not a day goes by that
we don't think of him, and
wish he was still here with us.

In Memoriam
28th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM FLEISHER
who passed away

September 28, 1988
17 Days in Tishrei, 5749

— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his children
Miriam and Wil, daughter in
law Doreen, and grand-
children Zach, Ben, Gideon
and Raisa.

In loving memory of

ZLOTA
MARGOLIS

who passed away
September 19, 2010
11 days in Tishrei

— Missing your beautiful
smile and infectious laugh.
Heartbroken by your absence,
forever loved and missed by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 4, 1990

15 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed by her
children and grandchildren.

In MemoriamIn loving memory of

ABRAHAM
SILVERBERG

who passed away
September 22, 1980
12 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

SALOMON “SHLOMO” BENARROCH
February 22, 1922 – September 9, 2016

Salomon Benarroch z”l
passed away peacefully
at the age of 94 on Friday,
September 9, 2016 (6th

day of Elul, 5776), sur-
rounded by his family.
Salomon is predeceased
by his father Joseph and
mother Sara (Aferiat),
and is survived by his wife
of 62 years, Mary
(Muyal), and his children
Yossi (Elana Carrol),
Yamin (Rivka Ohayon),
Michael (Kim Bailey),

and Albert (Brenlee Sucharov), brother Mojluf, sister
Anna Cohen, fifteen grandchildren and eleven great
grandchildren.

Salomon was born in 1922 in the vibrant Jewish
community of Tangier, Morocco, where he was raised
and closely connected to Jewish community life. He
was a graduate of the Alliance Française Jewish School
in Tangier and continued with 11 years of postsecondary
Judaic Studies at the Seminario Rabinoco de Marruecos
- Tanger, the Rabbinical Seminary of Morocco, in
Tangier. He culminated his formal studies in Israel in
1952, with a specialization in Hebrew language and
Hebrew grammar from Hebrew University in Jerusa-
lem. Salomon dedicated his life to Jewish communal
service as a teacher in the Alliance Française Jewish
School for girls and through other communal positions
as a Cantor, Torah Reader, Mohel, Shochet, and scribe.
He completed his certification in shechitah (kosher
ritual slaughter) from the Rabbinical Court of Tangier
in 1948.

Salomon and Mary were married in 1954 in Tangier,
where they had 3 children, Yossi, Yamin and Michael,
before immigrating to Canada in 1963, settling in
Winnipeg, where their fourth child, Albert, was born.
Salomon served the spiritual needs of the Winnipeg
Jewish community as the shochet, ritual kosher
slaughterer, for over 45 years, in addition to other
communal services as a scribe and performing ritual
circumcisions as a mohel. Salomon’s love of Judaism
and Torah centred much of his life in the synagogue,
where he frequently led services, studied, prayed and
served as a Torah reader (ba’al koreh).

Salomon was a devout family man who was commit-
ted to a pious Jewish life with his wife, children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. Viewed as “fam-
ily patriarch”, Salomon quietly led by example in his
calm, gentle and peaceful nature. His warm and genu-
ine smile was always present to greet everyone. His
warmth, playfulness and innate ability as a teacher was
always evident in his interactions with his grandchil-
dren, great grandchildren, nephews, nieces, friends,
and the many children at synagogue or the Gray Acad-
emy of Jewish Education – where Salomon was often
invited to teach about his many skills in Jewish ritual
practices.

Funeral service took place at the Chesed Shel Emes,
1023 Main Street, on Monday September 9, 2016. The
service was officiated by Rabbi Avrohom Altein and
assisted by Salomon’s nephew, Leon Levy (Montreal).
Pallbearers were: grandsons, Aden Benarroch, Keenan
Benarroch, Shlomo Benarroch, Netanel Benarroch,
Zion Benarroch, and nephew Aaron Benarroch. Inter-
ment followed at the Hebrew Sick Benefit Cemetery on
McPhillips Street.

In lieu of flowers, donations in Salomon’s memory
can be made to the Adas Yeshurun- Herzlia Synagogue
(204-489-6262) or Jewish Child and Family Service
(204-477-7430).

KENNETH HOWARD ALLAN JACOB
Kenny passed away in

the early hours of Tues-
day, September 27, sur-
rounded by family, after
a very difficult and short
battle with cancer.

He is survived by
Lesley, his wife of 38
years, his 3 sons, Sean,
Jonathan (Beth) and Hart
(Jackie) and precious dog
Maggie. Ken is also sur-
vived by his sister Harriet
(Ted) Lyons, brother
Hersh (Ally), Aunts Sos

Plattner and Minnie Karlinsky and many beloved cous-
ins, nieces, nephews and close friends.

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Ken was a true renais-
sance man. He obtained his PhD in Immunology while
studying abroad in Scotland and England and returned
to Winnipeg in the early 70’s to work with the cancer
research community.

Ken was a creative and talented craftsman and used
his skill and passion to help design and build the family
cottage in Winnipeg Beach. He welcomed friends and
family into the cottage for a cup of coffee, a freshly
made hot breakfast or just a light conversation on the
porch. Ken was also a master chef, a skill he most
certainly learned from his late mother Sophie Jacob.
He was a gifted storyteller who had an incredible sense
of humor and the ability to engage on a one-on-one
level or light up an entire room.

Ken always had a positive attitude, even when diag-
nosed with cancer and always had the best outlook on
life. He gave everything he had to the people he was
closest to, his friends and family, every single day of
his life, His legacy will live on in all who knew and
loved him. The family thanks the 6th floor nursing staff
at the Rehab hospital for their compassion and excel-
lent care as well as Dr. Chowdhury and Dr. Sharma of
Cancer Care.

The funeral took place at the Shaarey Zedek Syna-
gogue on Thursday, September 29th . The family
would like to thank the pall bearers: Ted Lyons, Sam
Lyons, Clare Whiteman, Abe Borzykowski, Lanny
Jacob and Dov Secter as well as honourary pall bearers:
Ken Cassin, Gerald Rosenby, Jack Katz, Lloyd Secter
and Sheldon Zipursky.

PHYLLIS POLINSKY (GELLER)
Date of Passing Sept 28, 2016

Phyllis Polinsky (nee
Geller) of Winnipeg
Manitoba passed away
aged 87 years September
28 2016.

Phyllis will be greatly
missed by her husband of
65 years Ronald (Rubie);
daughter Sandra Polinsky
and husband Walter
Francl; son Max and part-
ner Donna Kirsh. Grand-
children Daniel and Amy

Polinsky; Mia, Marc and Paul Francl.
Phyllis was predeceased by her parents Max and

Dora Geller, brothers Norman and Sidney and her
sister Beatrice Simmons.

Pallbearers were her five grandchildren and nephew
Martin Simmons.

Phyllis will always be remembered for her vitality,
her love of great food, her affinity for Hawaii, and most
of all her love for her family.

If desired, contributions in her memory would be
gratefully received at the “Phyllis & Ronald Polinsky
Fund”. of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, or
Cancer Care Manitoba.
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In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ETTY BIHMAN
who passed away
October 3, 2006

11 days in Tishrei
You are always in our heart
and we love you forever
— Your daughter Rica,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren Carole, David,
Hart, Matthew and Noel,
Andie, Rachel, Alexa and Eli.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
BOYCE

who passed away
September 25, 2007
13 days in Tishrei

— Remembered daily, missed
deeply and forever loved
Geraldine, Richard, Kenny
and Alex and family.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
daughter and sister

BRINA
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 6, 1976

13 Days in Tishrei
Her soul touched every
human being
With everlasting love and life
eternal.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her mother,  brothers
and sister.In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MRS. NETTIE FOX
who passed away

September 23, 1977
11 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)
LEVINE

who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Marcia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN LUNGEN
who passed away
October 5, 2009

17 days in Tishrei
— Deeply missed and lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYLVIA
POLLOCK
who passed away
October 1, 1993

16 Days in Tishrei
— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CAROL ANN
SPILLER
who passed away
October 23, 2015

How much you were loved.
How special you were.
The pain of your loss will
forever remain.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

18th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANCES
STANDIL
who passed away
October 2, 1998

12 Days in Tishrei
— Always remembered by
your family and friends.

16th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WOHL
who passed away
October 10, 2000
11 days in Tishrei

With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your  children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY YARMAN
who passed away

September 21, 1994
16 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving nieces,
nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great-great
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of

ALAN LEVINE
who passed away
August 19, 2014

23 days in Av
— Lovingly remembered by
his sister Marcia.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
29th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TABL GUNER
who passed away
October 9, 1987

16 days in Tishrei
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN
TRACHTENBERG

who passed away
October 7, 2014

14 days in Tishrei
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

2nd YahrzeitIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID BAKER
who passed away
October 17, 2002

12 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Gerry, son Les, son-in-law
Jack,  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister.



20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 12, 2016

32nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
SEGAL

who passed away
October 18, 1984
22 Days in Tishrei

Already thirty-two years have
passed since you left us. Our
sorrow will forever be as great
as the day you were taken from
us and your memory shall never
be forgotten in the hearts of
your daughter, Edna, son-in-
law Hy, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 21, 2011
23 days in Tishrei

 Always remembered and
forever missed.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest

mother and grandmother

EVA (CHAVA)
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
October 22, 2005
19 Days in Tishrei

Though absent, you are always
near.
We light a candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
OCT.  19

In loving memory of

Mrs. TOBY
(Teibel) BINDER

who passed away
October 12, 1968
20 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed in the hearts
of her daughter-in-law,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. BRIAN
BROOKER
who passed away
October 5, 2012

19 days in Tishrei
Lovingly remembered, always
loved, never forgotten.
— With love your beloved
family and friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELEANOR
CHOCHINOV

who passed away
October 17, 2003
21 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)
GREENFIELD

who passed away
October 13, 1995

19 days in Tishrei, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Libby,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

The Value of Old Letters
It all began when my wife insisted we begin

the process of cleaning out junk, decluttering
and generally saving my kids the chore of
coming in after our demise and throwing
everything out, as they surely would do. Thus,
I hit the basement locker and I came upon an
old carton stuffed with old letters. Old would
not be incorrect in describing these letters as
most of them were at least 50 years old, some

a little less than 50 and a couple in the 60 year range. I was astounded. 
But, what to do with these letters? I could not force myself to trash

them, but I was conscious of the fact that not many people would be
interested in them. Yet, it occurred to me that there was one person who
would be quite keen to read these letters - the original writer. I decided to
return these letters to these people. For some, there were many letters,
others only a handful. I tried to reread them all, but did not do anything
else to them except to locate an address to return them (not such an easy
task as one might imagine after over 50 years). Remarkably, the letters
were in great shape, not having suffered the aging process like my face
and body have. To my surprise, I even came across about 50 telegrams,
still in the envelopes, sent to my wife and me on our wedding in 1967.
Remember telegrams? 

Irrespective of the num-
ber of letters I came
across, I sent back whatev-
er had been sent to me. I
tried to imagine the reac-
tion of some of these peo-
ple as they opened up a
real letter in a real enve-
lope (a far cry from email). 

I did not include an
accompanying letter of
explanation, but rather let
the recipient figure it out
for him or herself. Some
of these recipients were still very close friends of mine and I was expect-
ing a definite response of some kind while other recipients have lost con-
tact with me and so I was unsure of just what kind of response I might
get, if any. 

Well, as it now turns out, I can say  easily and loudly that this return to
sender project was one of the best things I have ever done in my life in
terms of satisfaction. In every acknowledgement I received, the message
was gratitude. The response I have had is overwhelming. The reactions
have ranged from “ What prompted you to keep these letters?” to “Was
that really me writing to you?” to “These letters reflect a different time
and culture.” 

I loved the very heart warming, handwritten thank you note my wife
and I received from an old friend with whom my wife and I have had lit-
tle contact  over the last 30 or more years. She wrote: “The letters remind-
ed me of how close we were with you and the warmth between us. Those
years were special.” 

But, the letter which I had the biggest charge from and one which I can-
not return to sender because the author is deceased, was from my rabbi,
dated November 1952, and written  to me as a nine year old, admonish-
ing me for my behaviour and yet at the same time accepting my letter of
apology. Now, if I could only figure out what behaviour of mine was so
egregious as to make the rabbi write to me. 

One close friend confided he was thrilled just to be able to relive his
trip to Europe, country by country, with two other buddies, back in 1965,
since his letters covered each country in some detail.

One of the more heart warming replies to me was from a cousin of my
wife. She was ecstatic about being able to “touch the stationery” her late
mother had written some 35 years ago. Still more remarkable was the fact
that despite the fact I had hundreds of letters from my late mother-in-law
to my wife and me over a period of years, I only had a couple from her
husband, my father-in-law, who died in 1973. 

Exactly two months prior to his death, he did an out of character act, as
in writing a five page letter to my wife and me. In the letter he offered
some advice, almost as if he had a premonition of his death 

He said “ a) always try to get value for your dollars b) do not buy what
you can do without c) do not purchase anything on credit that has inter-
est charges attached to it.” 

Those words were powerful to read not only for us, but for my children
- who never knew their grandfather. 

Now, the jury is still out on some of these letters since I have yet to hear
from my old girlfriends. That might be interesting, but based on the reac-
tion to date, I am hopeful that they still might think kindly of me after the
passage of 50 years.

By

GERRY POSNER

I tried to imagine the reac-
tion of some of these people
as they opened up a real let-
ter in a real envelope (a far
cry from email). I did not

include an accompanying let-
ter of explanation, but rather
let the recipient figure it out

for him or herself.

Gerry Posner
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

YOCHEVED
(JEANETTE)

PERLOV
who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

Sadly missed
Forever in our hearts
— Her children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In loving memory of

SLUVA
POLLOCK
who passed away
October 7, 1982

20 Days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and
always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONNIE SEGAL
who passed away
October 17, 2008
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JOE ZELCER
who passed away
October 4, 2015

21 days in Tishrei
A thousand times we needed you
A thousand times we cried
If love alone could have saved
you you never would have died.
A heart of gold stopped beating
Two twinkling eyes closed to rest
G-d broke our hearts to prove
he only took the best.
Never a day goes by that you
are not in our heart and soul
— We miss you so. Your loving
wife Ruth and your loving
children and grandchildren. 

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DR. MORRIS
BRODER

We love you dearly and miss
you every day!
— Your loving wife Shirley,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit
Yud Ches Tishrei

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLE DAITER
who passed away
October 5, 2004
20 days Tishrei

— Sadly remembered and
always loved by her  daughters,
brother and their families.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MASHA
(MASHKA) LIBA
BERENHAUT

who passed away
September 23, 2013
19 Days in Tishrei

Three years have passed
Your absence is greatly felt
We miss you, we love  you and

you will always be on our minds
and in our hearts forever.

— Your children, grand-
children and great-grand-
children.

In MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn MemoriamIn Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Always remembered and sadly missed by their son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FLORENCE
GUNN

who passed away
October 9, 1998

19 days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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Rabbi in critical condition 
following assault in Ukraine

(JTA) -- A Chabad rabbi in Ukraine was
severely beaten in the western city of Zhitomir,
a spokesperson for the Hasidic group said,
adding it is too early to tell whether the assault
was a hate crime.

Rabbi Mendel Deitsch, a longtime Chabad-
Lubavitch emissary in France and more recent-
ly in Israel, was assaulted at the city's central
train station early Friday morning,  October 7,
where he was discovered and transported to a
local hospital, according to the statement on
the website of the Chabad movement.

The Jewish Community of Zhitomir was
alerted to the attack hours after the hospitaliza-
tion of Deitsch, who is in critical condition,
according to the report. The motive for the
attack remains unknown, the statement also
said.

Anti-Semitic assaults are rare in Ukraine,
where fewer than 30 such incidents are report-
ed annually.



The Rady JCC presents:
THE SEVENTH ANNUAL TARBUT: FESTIVAL OF JEWISH CULTURE AND BOOK FAIR

November 12-20, 2016
Getfg your calendar out and book these days right now! The Rady JCC is get-
ting ready to present the seventh annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture
and Jewish Book Fair. This year’s Tarbut showcases the best of Jewish cul-
ture with world-renowned musicians, award-winning authors, heart warming
films and a Book and Gift Fair. 

Highlights for Tarbut 2016 include:
The Libyans: Saturday, November 19, 8:00 p.m.
The Libyans are coming and they’re bringing with them some of the most
beautiful music you’ve ever heard. The Libyans are a group of very highly
regarded Israeli musicians whose resumes include working with Idan Raichel,
Chava Alberstein among others. Their music features Piyutim or sacred poems
and opens the doors to the incredibly rich and unique melodies that come to us
from the former Jewish population of Libya. Member Yaniv Raba’s father was

a chazzan in Libya and he passed on his melodies and heritage to his son.
Come to hear the Libyans as they transport you to a very different time and
place.
Steven Katz: Co-founder and member of Blood, Sweat & Tears: Tuesday,
November 15, 7:30pm
If you were a teenager in the late 1960’s and early 70’s, you were probably a
fan of the Grammy Award winning and multi-million record selling band
Blood, Sweat & Tears. They had major hits such as Spinning Wheel and
You’ve Made Me So Very Happy featuring the guitar work of Steve Katz. He
was front and centre during those wild and crazy days of the late ’60’s and
‘70’s and in his new book Blood, Sweat & My Rock ‘n Roll Years: Is Steve Katz
a Rock Star? he tells his story from his privileged perspective. Katz was also
with the Blues Project and was responsible for Lou Reed’s most successful

recording.
Jonathan Tobin & J.J. Goldberg: A
Conversation About Israel: Wednesday,
November 16, 7:30 p.m. 
One of the most anticipated talks at this year’s
Tarbut, is A Conversation About Israel, pre-
sented by Mr. Tobin, the Senior On-line Editor of
Commentary and J.J. Goldberg, the Editor at
Large at the Forward. In this provocative discus-
sion, Mr. Tobin takes the left perspective while
Mr. Goldberg takes the right as they put forward
views that could dictate Israel’s future. Both are
extremely knowledgeable about the situation and
present the facts. Tickets are selling quickly to
this event. Not to be missed! 

Hadar Orshalimy: Musical Shabbat and
Family Dinner, Friday, November 18, 5:30
p.m.
Spend this special family Shabbat with singer
and entertainer Hadar Orshalimy direct from
New York City. Hadar brings her powerful voice
and her upbeat music in a Shabbat experience
that will inspire your whole family.
David Broza: Saturday, November 13, 7:30
p.m.
Israeli superstar, singer, songwriter and world
class musician David Broza has made a name for
himself around the world. The composer of the
iconic song Yihye Tov, has released over 30
albums in Hebrew, English and Spanish. Broza
has also become a central figure in the Peace
Movement for Israel and looks for musical
bridges. This concert also features the Broza
Premium Ticket, an opportunity to attend an
intimate reception post-performance with Broza,
plus a reserved seat and a tax receipt.
David Buchbinder’s Odessa/Havana: Roots:
Saturday, November 12, 8:00 p.m. 
This band of exceptional musicians includes
Grammy nominated Cuban pianist Hilario Duran
and seamlessly fuses Jewish, Latin and Jazz
music that will get your body and soul moving.
Also featuring Winnipegger Steve Kirby on bass.
Featured Authors and Readings:  Allan
Levine: The Bootlegger’s Confession, Carol
Matas: Who Am I, Per Brask: The Tzaddik, Eva
Wiseman: Another Me, Sunday, November 13
Ester Reiter: A Future Without Hate or Need:
The Promise of the Jewish Left in Canada (in
partnership with the Jewish Heritage Centre and
the United Jewish People’s Order) Sunday,
November 20, 2:00 p.m.
Bagels With Ari: Winnipeg Jewish Theatre pre-
sents a reading and discussion of a new Jewish
Canadian play, with WJT Artistic Director Ari
Wineberg, Sunday, November 20, 10:00 a.m 

Thank you to our generous sponsors: The
Israeli Consulate General, The Winnipeg Free
Press,  Marjorie Blankstein, The Jewish Post &
News, The Viscount Gort Hotel and the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba. 

TICKETS/INFO
Rady JCC Ph: 204-477-7510

MAIN PROGRAM & CONCERT VENUE
Rady Jewish Community Centre

At the Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street
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Could a pair of Jewish Maple Leafs be just around the corner?
I know, I know, you

overdosed weeks ago
on sports telecasts and
radio broadcasts plus
an unlimited variety of
sports sections in daily
newspapers and maga-
zines, where you are
exposed simultaneous-
ly to the CFL, NFL, the

World Series, pre-season NBA and NHL games,
auto racing, golf, soccer, boxing, and mixed
martial arts. 

But where else, pray tell, could you possibly
enjoy, exclusively, a seasonal preview of Jewish
pros and hot hockey prospects now that fall is upon us? Unless, of course,
you prefer gazing at a large TV screen featuring dart competitions, real live
poker games, and muscle-bound dudes chopping or sawing tree stumps or,
just like wrestler Yukon Eric of yesteryear, who allegedly did his thing by
encircling a giant tree stump and ripping it from the ground …roots and
all?

Let us begin with a first-class fan favorite, veteran skater MIKE CAM-
MALLERI, originally from Richmond Hill, Ontario who just happens to be
the highest scoring Jewish hockey player ever in the history of the NHL.
The prolific 34-year-old sniper has thus far amassed 277 goals and 305
assists for 582 points. Included in the total is his 2015-16 record with New
Jersey when, in his second season of a five-year contract with the Devils,
he scored 14 goals and 24 assists in only 42 games because he suffered
from an inflamed tendon in his right hand. The LW and sometime centre
who stands 5’9” and tips the scales at 190 lbs is a fitness buff who can han-
dle himself with the best. He is described by teammates and opposition
players as “playing big”.

The U of Michigan draftee, who was a second-round selection in the
2001 NHL Entry Draft (49th overall) by the Los Angeles Kings, also
played with the Flames and Canadiens.

Cammalleri is the son of a Jewish mother, Ruth, and a Sicilian father. He
has a sister, Melanie; his maternal grandparents are Holocaust survivors
from Poland and Czechoslovakia. 

Defenceman JASON DEMERS, 28, is on the move again following pre-
cisely 300 games with the San Jose Sharks, the team that drafted him in
2008. He turned out to be a wise choice considering he was a seventh round
pick (186th overall). The Dallas Stars then acquired him in a trade two
years ago, which ultimately led to his status as a free agent this past July.
The Florida Panthers couldn’t resist taking the elastic off the bankroll and
inked Demers, who is an important component of the team’s renovation on
defence. Last season with Dallas the sturdy rearguard had seven goals and
18 assists in 62 games. 

I learned that the 6’1” 200 lb. native of Dorval, Quebec had a Jewish
background when he participated in hockey at the Maccabiah Games in
Israel. According to author Bob Wechsler, who wrote Day by Day in Jewish
Sports History, Jason has a Jewish mother. 

LW JOSEPH ZUCKER, 24, weighs in at close to 190 lbs. and stands
5’11”. The Newport Beach, California born skater was a second-round
Minnesota Wild draftee (59th overall) in the 2010 NHL Entry Draft. In
2015-16 he played 71 games, potted 13 goals and added 10 assists. 

Zucker also skated with the U.S National under-18 team for two years
and another two with the Western Collegiate Hockey Association’s U of
Denver, where he demonstrated a scoring touch with 45 goals and 46
assists in 78 games. The American Hockey League’s Houston Aeros and
Iowa Wild, farm teams of the Minnesota Wild, saw the hard-hitting Zucker
-off and on - compile 32 goals and 31 assists in 77 games. So far the NHL
club has Zucker (rhymes with sucker) slotted in as a winger on the fourth
line. 

Approximately one year ago I wrote that the Maple Leafs have another
new prospect of note in camp, ZACH HYMAN, a 6’1”, 205 lb. right-
winger who had recently been acquired in a trade from the Florida
Panthers, who had drafted him in the fifth round (123rd overall) of the 2010
NHL Entry Draft. What, no doubt, had caught the Leafs’ attention was that
in Hyman’s third of three years with the Ontario Junior Hockey League the
appealing prospect had amassed 102 points in 43 games, consisting of 42
goals and 60 assists. I mean, what’s not to like? A sniper and playmaker is
like one of those two-for-one specials that is irresistible. Last season with
Toronto’s AHL Marlies, Zach potted 15 goals and 22 helpers in 59 games
which saw him promoted to the parent club where, in only 16 games, he
netted four goals and set up two more. 

As matters now stand, the Leafs very late in camp have Hymen slated as
a starting forward on the fourth line. Contemplate his resumé, if you will:
The man, during his college years, saw him voted as a First Team All
American, a First Team All-Big Ten, as the scoring leader and in the top-
ten in initial voting for the Hobey Baker Award - which eventually went to
Jack Eichel (who was just last summer the second overall selection by
Buffalo Sabres in the 2016 NHL Draft just behind Edmonton Oilers’

Connor McDavid). 
Slowly but surely, 22-year-old BRENDAN

LEIPSIC is beginning to make his presence
known. With the AHL Marlies in 2015-16,
Leipsic fired 20 goals, added 34 assists and was
summoned by the Leafs where, in six games, he
scored a goal and a pair of assists. Last season
the Winnipegger was ranked by The Hockey
News as the Maple Leafs eighth best prospect in
their system. The pesky winger, who plays an
explosive grinding game has, in the past, demon-
strated that he is a sniper deluxe and has moved
up to being rated the fifth best prospect under
“Future Watch.” The 5’ 9”, 170 lb. skater shone,
especially in his third of four years with the
Western Hockey League’s Portland Winterhawks

when, in 2012-13, he amassed 120 points and garnered the WHL scoring
title with 49 goals and 71 assists. The third round pick (89th overall) of the
Nashville Predators appears to be the real McCoy since, in his banner
junior year, he added a plus-minus of +55 to his arsenal. Two-way skaters
are rarely frowned upon, you see. Hockey aficionados, I’m sure, recall that
Brendan’s linemate back then was Nic Petan, a Winnipeg Jets hopeful. 

Later in the month, when rosters are finalized, we’ll know the where-
abouts of at least four or five more Jewish skaters who are hanging on by
their fingernails - including two who may have reached the end of the road
as far as the NHL is concerned. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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UK suspends $31M in aid to Palestinians 
over terror payments

(JNS.org) The United Kingdom
is freezing aid payments to the
Palestinian Authority amid claims
the funds are ending up in the
hands of terrorists or their fami-
lies.

The U.K.’s International
Development Secretary Priti Patel
has ordered the freeze of $31 mil-
lion – one-third of the total given
to the Palestinian Authority -
pending an investigation into how
the funds are being used, The Sun
reported.

Earlier this year, many British
lawmakers demanded action after
reports revealed the U.K. aid had
been going to families of suicide
bombers or teenagers attacking
Israel.

“We are not stopping for the Palestinian Authority overall, just delay-
ing it to a date when we know our money won’t be going to people who
do nothing in return for it,” a source within the Department for
International Development (DFID) told The Sun.

British Jewish leaders praised the decision to withhold the payments,
saying they have long suspected the Palestinians of misusing the funds.

“We have long been deeply concerned by the Department for
International Development’s assertion that British tax money categori-
cally does not fund terrorism and incitement,” Richard Verber, senior
vice president of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, said in a state-
ment.

Simon Johnson, chief executive of the U.K.’s Jewish Leadership
Council, said “the decision to suspend aid to the Palestinian Authority by
the International Development Secretary, amid accusations of terrorism,
reflects the worst fears of many within the Jewish community.”

"It is vital that the DFID is robust in ensuring funds are used to help
those in need and not to support destruction and disruption within an
already tense political climate,” Johnson added. 

U.K.’s International Development
Secretary Priti Patel who ordered
the freeze in funding to the
Palestinian Authority. 

Credit: Wikimedia Commons.
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