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By BERNIE BELLAN
It was billed as the

only forum in which
candidates in the riding
of Winnipeg South
Centre would appear
together. 

The event was spon-
sored by B’nai Brith
Canada – and apparently
B’nai Brith had been
holding similar forums
in various other ridings
where the Jewish vote
was considered to be of
particular significance.

But why oh why did
the national office of
B’nai Brith insist on
controlling which ques-
tions could be asked of the candidates? Surely the audience that packed the Berney Theatre
Wednesday, September 30th, was hoping to hear something about local issues. Sadly, that was not to
be the case. 

Moderator Dan Lett, ace political columnist for the Winnipeg Free Press, was forced to pose a
series of five questions scripted by someone in the Toronto office of B’nai Brith and which, appar-
ently, had been given to the candidates in advance. 

How fascinating it was to hear some candidates read from a script! Even when there was an oppor-
tunity given for rebuttal, one candidate in particular stuck to a script. 

The next night I was given the opportunity myself to moderate an all-candidates debate at the
Gwen Secter Centre for five candidates in the

A tale of two ridings: All-candidates forums
in Winnipeg South Centre and Kildonan-St.
Paul provide interesting contrast in decorum

All-candidates forum at the Berney Theatre Wednesday, Oct. 30
(l-r); Dr. Andrew Park, Green Party; Joyce Bateman,
Conservative Party; Matt Henderson, NDP; Jim Carr, Liberals

Why Israelis are fearing a third intifada
By BEN SALES

TEL AVIV (JTA) –
First it was clashes on
the Temple Mount. Then
a mother and father were
shot before the eyes of
their four children. Then
two men were killed in a
stabbing attack in
Jerusalem’s Old City.

Now Israelis fear the
wave of conflict will
only rise. Here’s why the
violence began, how it’s
escalated and what
might be next.
Four Israelis have died

in two terror attacks
over three days.

The slow-burning
Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict has flamed up in the
past week with a series of terrorist attacks. On

Palestinian protesters in the West Bank throwing stones and
burning tires during clashes with Israeli security forces over the
Al-Aqsa mosque compound, Sept. 30, 2015. Photo from
Flash90/JTA

Continued on page 7. See “Two ridings”.

Continued on page 20. See “Third intifa-
da”.

(l-r): Marvin Peters, daycare sponsor;
Provincial Family Services Minister Kerri Irvin-
Ross; Rady JCC Executive Director Gayle
Waxman; Rady JCC Past President Danny
Stoller; Rady JCC President Elliot Garfinkel;
David and Ruth Asper

Two announcements about the new Rady JCC
daycare at 1710 Grosvenor were made on Friday,
Oct. 9. Manitoba Family Services Minister Kerri
Irvin-Ross said the province is giving $325,000
toward the construction of the daycare. It was also
announced the facility will be known as the David
and Ruth Asper Early Learning Centre.

New Rady JCC daycare to be named David
and Ruth Asper Early Learning Centre
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Community newsPopular Israeli bassist back to
Berney stage

Omer Avital created a huge buzz the last time he performed in
Winnipeg.

His last sell out appearance on the Berney stage brought him stand-
ing ovations from the ecstatic audience. If you didn’t have a chance to
catch him then, don’t miss him this time! 

Avital is bringing his high energy quintet of New York and Israeli
jazz musicians to the Izzy Asper Jazz Performances for three perfor-
mances on October 17 and 18 the Berney Theatre in the Rady JCC.
(26)

Praised by critics as, “extraordinary” (New York Times), “roaringly
inventive” (JAZZIZ), and, “one of the most exciting musicians to
come onto the jazz scene in the last 20 years” (DownBeat), Israeli-born
Omer Avital’s ensemble fuses exotic middle eastern grooves, it’s end-
less colors and joyful rhythms with traditional jazz language to create
a unique blending of two musical traditions and cultures. 

Omer Avital is one of the most celebrated and revered musicians on
the global jazz scene. Upon Avital’s arrival in New York City in 1992,
Avital quickly forged an indelible mark on the jazz scene. He cast a
wide net of influence in NYC and beyond with a consistently creative
and prolific output with nine albums of original music and eight other
albums as a co-leader, plus a steady stream of influential live perfor-
mances at the finest jazz venues and festivals around the world. Avital
has recorded and toured with Wynton Marsalis, Kenny Garrett, Brian
Blade, Joshua Redman, Brad Mehldau, Roy Haynes and many others.
He has since been hailed by The Los Angeles Times as, “a pioneer in
combining jazz with myriad world music elements,” with The New
York Times adding that, “Mr. Avital and his group are producing some
of the most original music being heard in New York”. 

In 2002, around the ten year anniversary of moving to New York,
Avital returned to his native Israel, where he was the co-founder and
musical director of the highly unique and successful group, Yemen
Blues, as well as the New Jerusalem Orchestra, and involved in Israel’s
“piyut” scene to study classical European composition and Middle
Eastern and North African Music. He now looks to the East as well as
to New York, toward the West as much as toward the Arab world,
towards the solitude of the desert as much as the urban mêlée. 

For tickets call 204-477-7534 or purchase online at
www.radyjcc.com. For more information, see www.izzyasperjazz.com

Bigger than yours?
By DAVID ROSNER

To celebrate Succoth, the Pais family built a huge Succah in their
Charleswood back yard and invited friends for a festive meal on September
27th.

Doron and I built the 10’ x 26’ structure. Children Nir, Mika and Nevo
created the interior decorations. Ruthie Maman and daughter Shirith
cooked and provided potluck meal coordination. Family and friends
brought food and desserts of European and Israeli orientation. After bra-
chot and “L’chaim,” the feast was on.

Among the 30 participants were the Gutman, Koren, Miron, Yanev and
Samphir families, and Mor and Tal, visiting from Israel. A view of the lunar
eclipse was a happy bonus. All enjoyed a great time.

Matthew Lupu stars as a young 
Terry Sawchuk in new film

Matthew Lupu is a 13-year-
old Garden City resident cur-
rently attending École Seven
Oaks. In a new film produced
by Danny Shchur, Matthew,
the son of Richard and Mina
Lupu, was cast as a young
Terry Sawchuk, the Hall of
Fame National Hockey
League goaltender who grew
up in Winnipeg’s north end.

The film, titled “The Terry
Sawchuk Origin Story”,
received its world premiere on
Saturday, September 26, at the
Terry Sawchuk Arena – a most
fitting location for the pre-
miere of this excellent 26-
minute film. (At the present
time the film is available for purchase in DVD form. Contact Danny
Schur at dannyschur@hotmail.com.)

The film recounts the story of a young Terry Sawchuk growing up in
the hard scrabble north end, where he became an athlete of tremendous
prowess in both hockey and baseball. In the film, he is played at various
times in his life, first by Matthew Lupu, later by Markian Tarasiuk.

Lupu told me that he found out about the role through a neighbor, who
had told his parents about a local newspaper article in which Schur said
he was looking for a young actor who could also skate to play the role of
a young Terry Sawchuk.

Encouraged to audition for the role, Lupu said he was thrilled to be cho-
sen for the part. I asked him whether he had any acting experience prior
to this role.

He said that he had a lead role in a school production titled “Back to the
80s”, in which he “played the biggest nerd in the play”.

Asked whether he has any future ambition to continue acting, Lupu said
that he’s in choir in school and would enjoy participating in musical pro-
ductions in the future.

Pais & Meron families in their succah.

Matthew Lupu



The Jewish Post & News chatted with three
Winnipeggers successfully achieving their dreams
by helping others.

Lorrie Kirshenbaum –
world leader in studying heart cells

O n e
such per-
son is Dr.

Lorrie Kirshenbaum, principal inves-
tigator, Cardiac Gene Biology, at the
Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences
at St. Boniface Hospital.

“The main theme of the lab is heart
failure and understanding why the
cells of the heart muscle die when
people are having heart attacks,” said
Kirshenbaum of his lab’s work.
“Why that becomes important is
because the heart cells that make up
the heart tissue are what allow the
heart to contract and pump blood.” 

Unlike skin or liver cells (which
can regenerate if damaged), the heart
has a limited ability to repair itself or
regenerate when it becomes dam-
aged. So, the loss of the heart cells result in heart failure. 

“If a person cuts their skin, skin cells regenerate,” explained Kirshenbaum.
“Ultimately, with skin, you’re left with a scar, but it heals. 

“The heart doesn’t do that. Effectively what happens is you’re left with holes.
The muscle dies off and you’re left with a myocardial infarction. This dead area
is non-functional. It doesn’t contract. It actually impairs the remaining parts of
the heart to pump blood.” 

The remaining heart muscle that is healthy remodels, resulting in the overall
ability of the heart muscle to be less efficient. According to Kirshenbaum,
“Ultimately, the person ends up with heart failure.” 
Research headway 

Several years ago, Kirshenbaum’s lab identified a particular gene within the
heart cells that gets switched on when people have heart attacks. 

“When this gene gets switched on, it reprograms the heart muscle cells and
tells them to die during a heart attack,” said Kirshenbaum. “In fact, this gene is
in every cell of our body.” 

While heart cells cannot reproduce, cancer cells have lost their ability to stop
growing. “We found that this gene we found in the heart is non-functional in
cancer cells,” said Kirshenbaum. “Theses cells found a way to suppress or pre-
vent this particular death gene from being turned on.”

At this point, Kirshenbaum realized that he could stop cancer from growing
by turning this gene on in cancer cells – already a wonderful feat. But, even
more, Kirshenbaum’s goal is to turn this gene off in heart cells.

“We want to know why the biology is what it is,” said Kirshenbaum. “We’ve
developed a few interesting compounds that we’re currently testing in the lab
that we hope we are going to be able to translate into trials in the next three-to-
five years. We hope that in the next five-to-10 years, we’ll have therapies that
will be useful in helping people. 

“This is completely unexplored. We discovered the problem. We discovered
the pathway. We discovered the gene that’s in this particular pathway. This gene
talks to other genes. It’s not just one event. Now, we are trying to ascertain how
we can intervene. Ultimately, this would limit the morbidity associated with
heart attacks.” 

Rishona Hyman – from teaching swimming to running a company
with 50 instructors

Aqua Essence was started up in the
fall of 2002 by Rishona Hyman (40),
who began providing swim classes.
Today, her company has grown to
offer everything from First Aid and
CPR training to babysitting courses,
lifesaving courses, triathlon training,
and small group exercise classes
(apart from its bread and butter swim
classes). 

Recalling Aqua Essence’s early
beginnings, Hyman said, “I had been
working for someone else teaching
swimming. After that tax year, my
dad told me that the accountant said I
could no longer teach swimming for
someone else – that it was not finan-
cially smart and if I wanted to keep
teaching, I had to do it on my own.” 

At first, Hyman was devastated but

then she began making arrangements to do just what was suggested – teaching
on her own. 

“My father later told me that the accountant never even said that!” said
Hyman. “I am so thankful that he did trick me. He knew I wouldn’t have done
it if he had just told me to.” 
Company expansion

Beginning with 35 students in 2002, by springtime Hyman had enough busi-
ness to hire her first employee, Sari Levi (who left after seven years of teaching
and returned in 2012 as the manager of the staff and swim program).

Today, Aqua Essence teaches students aged six-months-old to well beyond
retirement age at nine different city pools and a network of private pools, offer-
ing classes seven days a week with nearly 50 part-time and two full-time
employees. 

They also provide a leading edge baby program that helps parents keep their chil-
dren safe and comfortable in the water for life, as well as offering Canadian Red
Cross and Lifesaving Society certification and First Aid training (including CPR).

“Beyond the badges, our swimmers gain confidence and polish,” said Hyman. 
Thinking of those who have inspired her over the years, Hyman said, “I am

thankful for people like Doreen Brownstone for paving the way for private
swimming instructors. For me, it’s the people l encounter who make an impact
on my life, helped shape who I am, the love of water and working with kids and
people – people like Miriam Kuropatwa [this writer’s mother, as it happens]. I
remember her kindness and warmth from Camp Playmore at the YMHA and
my first year at BB Camp. Also, many of my [Kelvin] high school teachers,
swim instructors, and BB Camp counsellors, friends, and family.”

The most common fear Aqua Essence teachers tend to see is that of putting
one’s face in the water. “We are very hands on and match oriented,” said
Hyman. “Not everyone is the right match, so we work with families to match
them with the right instructor in order to be successful.” 

Hyman herself loves teaching so much that she hired two full-time office peo-
ple to ensure she can be in the pool. “I love being in the water,” said Hyman. “I
love making a difference and seeing that smile when someone is proud of what
they’ve accomplished. 
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Founded in 1901, the Jewish National Fund (JNF) is proud of more 
than a century of accomplishments. Since its inception, the JNF has 
evolved into a global environmental leader, planting over 240 million 
trees, constructing more than 200 reservoirs & dams and developing 
over 250,000 acres of land, as well as providing infrastructure for over 
1000 communities in Israel. Recognized by the United Nations as an 
NGO (non-governmental organization), the JNF continues to work to 
develop partnerships with a number of government and professional 
organizations to further cooperative relationships, conduct research, 
share technical expertise and obtain educational exchanges.

The Jewish National Fund-Manitoba/Saskatchewan Branch is seeking 
a full time Program & Communications Coordinator. The main focus 
of the role is to create new and dynamic programming and to ensure 
that existing programs are being delivered successfully, meeting its 
mandate and generating profile, revenue and exposure for the JNF 
brand. In addition, the successful individual must exhibit the necessary 
training/education/experience in order to deliver communications 
related to website, e-newsletter and social media networking 
site programs. A more detailed job description is available at 
www.jnfwinnipeg.ca.

To apply for this position, please submit your resume and cover letter 
in confidence to:

WINNIPEG@JNF.CA
204.947.0207
JNFWINNIPEG.CA
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From heart research, to first aid and fitness, and home design,
three locals following their passion with success and breadth 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Continued on page 8. See “Three locals”.

Rishona Hyman 

Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum



With the federal election now
upon us, it is apparent that this
11-week campaign has taken
on the profile of a war, not a
battle. There were a series of
early skirmishes that seemed to
leave the Conservatives
wounded – especially the dam-
aging fallout from the Mike

Duffy trial. Then, there was the “dirty war”, in which both
the NDP and Conservatives took dead aim at Justin
Trudeau and attempted to neutralize him as a threat.

Finally, there was the Conservatives’ secret weapon: the
niqab. If fear of ISIS couldn’t energize most Canadians,
the deep loathing that many of us feel for what is clearly
a medieval practice could. I don’t know that we’ll have to
credit any one particular Conservative planner with having the genius to
recognize the value of hitting on the niqab as a symbol of everything a great
many Canadians find so uneasy about Muslims, but it clearly hit the button
that Conservatives were wanting to hit.

As Jews, moreover, Stephen Harper’s blatant effort to target us as a
potentially lucrative source of votes in certain key ridings turned out to be
as cynical a tactic as was his determination to make the niqab the overrid-
ing issue in the final stages of the campaign. As I note in my story about
the one all-candidates debate in the riding of Winnipeg South Centre, if you
were to believe B’nai Brith, Canadian Jews are obsessed with such issues
as Israel, anti-Semitism, and the BDS movement. Huh?

Now I know that other issues such as the economy, the environment, and
health care are complex and perhaps not as exciting to discuss as whether
one party leader is even more steadfast in his support for Israel than anoth-
er, but how insulting it is for Jews to be thought of as being so parochial
that we would base our voting behaviour on which party stands behind
Israel the most.

At a time when Israel is once again seeing an escalation of the kind of
random and almost totally unpredictable violence that must give night-
mares to every living Israeli, be they Jewish or not, we should realize how
lucky we are to be living in a county where the single most important issue
in an election seems to have become whether a women should be forced to
remove her face covering at certain times. There is no talk in Canada of
how to deal with existential threats that could see our country come under
immediate attack from a foreign power; there are no fierce debates over the
rights of Canadians to live their lives free of a small group of religious
zealots who want to exercise control over so many aspects of our lives;
finally, while there may be problems with the economy and some may
complain about the rate of taxation, our personal tax rates are nowhere near

Israeli tax rates, which
can reach 50%.

We keep hearing
about how this is the
most important election
in decades. Is it?

What about the feder-
al election of 1988,
which was fought
almost entirely over
one issue: free trade?
Sure, both the NDP and
Liberals rant on about
ending the “Harper
era”, but hasn’t Harper
come to symbolize
everything that small
“l” liberals in both par-
ties lament about a past
that was not nearly so
rosy as some of us
might like to think?

Yes, Harper has
rolled back certain ele-
ments of the liberal
program that came to
dominate Canadian life
ever since the end of
the Second World War,
but what he has done
essentially is tinker
with a system that is so
well ensconced that it

would take a complete revolution to
undo it. Has Harper challenged the
underpinnings of Medicare? No,
instead the Conservatives have simply
capped the rate at which funding to the
provinces for health care will be
allowed to grow in future years.

Has he spent huge amounts on the
military, which is what every right-
thinking conservative in the U.S. thinks
ought to be the only responsibility of
the federal government there? No,
instead Harper has been accused of
starving the military and the NDP, of all
parties, has made building up Canada’s
navy a major plank of its platform.

While some may argue that Canada’s profile among the nations of the
world has been reduced by Harper’s foreign policies, his unbending posi-
tions on such issues as support for Israel and his determined criticism of
Russia’s new czar, Putin, over Russian expansion into Ukraine, have prob-
ably earned him newfound respect within the halls of power of other coun-
tries. 

Yes, I would have liked to have seen Harper tone down his over-the-top
insistence that “through fire and water Canada will stand behind Israel”,
only because, when push comes to shove, if Israel really finds itself in a
threatening military situation, what can a middling third-rate military
power such as Canada do to help Israel?

As is the case in any vibrant democracy, each party is a mass of contra-
dictions. The NDP, for instance, has lost so much credibility this election
by attempting to portray itself as fiscally conservative (balancing the bud-
get) – something that goes against the grain of what the NDP is supposed
to be standing for. The Liberals have run a campaign that seems to be rely-
ing upon outflanking the NDP – trading places with that party so to speak,
at least for this election round, in a calculated strategy to win back left-of-
centre votes. As for the Conservatives, Harper is a master tactician, know-
ing full well that he is aiming to obtain, at best, somewhere around 38% of
the votes cast on election night. He can probably be assured of retaining his
30-33% hard core Conservative base, so it’s those 5-7% other voters that
he’s now attempting to win over.

I wrote last week that I wasn’t going to indulge Harper’s people by writ-
ing a long paean to his overtly pro-Israel position – even though I had been
invited to a quiet meeting with Harper and only three other journalists. I
found that to be as cynical a display of media manipulation as one could
imagine. The irony is that Harper is very much capable of handling himself
before the media. He’s consistently calm, well-briefed, and ever capable of
coming up with a good answer – even when he’s under a withering attack,
as he was during the first weeks of the campaign when the Duffy affair was
top of mind.

Like many others, throughout Harper’s tenure as Prime Minister, we
would have wished to see Harper engage with the media more openly. After
all, he’s very good at it. In so many respects, he represents the kind of quiet
authority that we find reassuring, but for many of us his negative aspects
have worn thin: his obsession with control, with secrecy, his almost willful
disregard for environmental issues – the list goes and on. 

In the end, will the outcome of this election really make a huge difference
to Canada’s future? I doubt it. The well-being of our economy is almost
totally dependent upon forces that are well outside the government’s con-
trol; health care is an issue that is so complex that most governments only
want to tinker at the edges without wholesale reforms; women’s issues,
seniors’ issues, native issues, young people’s issues…each party has trotted
out particular policies (or not, as in the case of the Conservatives, who
seem to have completely disregarded native issues and even health issues
as subjects for discussion). In the end, it will be the particular appeal that
each of the individual leaders holds for Canadians that will prove decisive,
as 80% of Canadians base their voting decisions on the personal appeal of
the leader. 

Again, referring to that B’nai Brith survey that would purport to show
that more Canadian Jews regard support for Israel as the most important
issue in this election – what utter nonsense, I would say. Most of us con-
sider ourselves proud Canadians and, as such, there are a host of issues that
dominate our concerns, Israel among them. But all three of the major party
leaders have been absolutely consistent in voicing their support for Israel.
It would be akin to suggesting that voters should base their decisions on
which party supports Medicare. They all do, and while they may disagree
over the details, in principle they are all the same with regard to that fun-
damental policy that underpins Canadian society. Thus, no one who would
vote NDP or Liberal would be any less a supporter of Israel than someone
who would vote Conservative on October 19th.

Short Takes
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Western media desperate to uncover
crimes by phantom 

“right-wing extremist Jewish settlers”
By MYRON LOVE

It goes without saying that most major Western media outlets are
strongly biased against Israel. Rather than covering the Israel-Palestinian
conflict in a balanced and truthful manner, the Western media have made
Israel the bad guy in a long-running morality play – the modern version
of the anti-Semitic Christian passion play – and the Palestinians as the
“good guys” – the poor, oppressed victims in the drama.

Thus, when Palestinian Arabs murder Jews, media such as the BBC and
the New York Times downplay the atrocity with headlines such as
“Palestinian killed by Israeli Forces After Terrorist Attack in Jerusalem”.
Notice the disconnect which creates the implication that the Palestinian
may have been an innocent bystander rather than the perpetrator of the
attack?

But when Palestinian Arabs die violently in mysterious attacks – or
even by accident, the Palestinians automatically blame Israel and the
Western media immediately reports the story as proven fact. 

Astoundingly, the Israeli
media and political estab-
lishment also quickly
accept potential guilt and
there is much brow-beating
in Israel about what the
country is coming to.

The perfect example of
this mishugas was the death
of several members of the
Dawabsheh Family in a fire
in their home on July 31 in
the Palestinian village of
Duma near Nablus. Despite not a lick of proof, the worldwide assump-
tion – including the assumption in Israel – is that “right-wing extremist
Jewish settlers” did it in revenge for Palestinian attacks against Jews.

The only so-called evidence was some Hebrew graffiti written on a
wall in the village. The first reports were that the fire was caused by an
electrical fault. Very quickly after, the charge was that “Israeli settlers” –
Jewish terrorists -were responsible – a charge taken up by leading Israeli
politicians. It seemed as if the whole of Israel became preoccupied with
soul-searching.

While Shabak, the Israeli security service, has detained several young
Israelis, no one has been charged two months after the tragic event.

Now, there are several problems with the assumption that “Jewish ter-
rorists” did it. Despite the yearnings of the media, there is no precedent
of Jewish terrorists murdering Palestinians in their homes. (I know that
someone will no doubt want to bring up the case of Baruch Goldstein,
who murdered more than 30 Arabs in prayer near Hebron more than 30
years ago – but he was deranged and not part of any organized Jewish ter-
rorist cell.) 

Sure there have been cases of Israeli Jews vandalizing Palestinian prop-
erty and assaulting Palestinians – but these cases are few and far between
– and far fewer than the cases of Palestinian Arabs attacking and mur-
dering Israelis (Jews and non-Jews). When was the last time you read
about an Israeli ramming a car into a group of pedestrians and randomly
attacking an Arab with a knife? And while there have been hundreds of
cases of Palestinian Arabs throwing Molotov cocktails at Israeli civilians
and targets, along with attempted Palestinian fire-bombings (all of which
the Palestinians celebrate as brave acts of “resistance”), there is no prece-
dent of Jews firebombing Palestinian anythings.

There are other red flags concerning the alleged Jewish terrorists fire-
bombing of the Dawabsheh home. One commentator has pointed out that
the home is in the middle of the village. Why would Jewish terrorists risk
going into the middle of the village, increasing their chances of being
detected, when they could have more easily firebombed a house on the
edge of the village?

There are also reports that there have been three other arson attacks on
Dawabsheh family property in Duma within the last year.

So isn’t it more likely that the fire that killed the Dawabsheh Family
members was the result of an intra-Arab conflict?

But that is obviously not what the Western media wants to hear nor, it
seems, several Israelis in prominent positions. (For unknown reasons,
maybe they have bought into the new Passion Play?).

So much nicer to finally have accusations of “Jewish settler terrorism”
to fit the stereotype.

Looking for information on Jews killed in WWII
Hello!
I am a Toronto researcher and professor of journalism at Centennial

College. I am currently writing a book about the Canadian Jews who were
killed during the Second World War.

I have not been able to find anyone yet who knew Israel Freedman, or
Yude Brownstone, and wonder if you could publicize my request?

Both are buried in Normandy.
Freedman’s father was a butcher Peter. His mother was Molly.
My contact information is below, and my telephone number is 416 822

1503
Many thanks for any help you may be able to give me on this matter.
Sincerely,

Ellin Bessner
Centennial College Journalism Professor
951 Carlaw Avenue, Suite 149
Toronto, Ontario
@ebessner
@KaddishforDDay

LETTERS

But when Palestinian
Arabs die violently in mys-
terious attacks – or even by
accident, the Palestinians
automatically blame Israel

and the Western media
immediately reports the

story as proven fact. 

As Jews, we should be wary of scapegoating
By MICHAEL LAZAR

I’m not a fan of the niqab. I think that it suppresses individual identity
and is a symbol of repression of women and their confinement to the ranks
of second-class status, historically, and, in some countries, even today. If I
were a Muslim woman, there is not one chance in a million that I would
choose to wear a niqab. 

“Choose” is the operative word here. The fact that some Muslim women
in Canada today choose to wear a niqab, and that this has been turned into
a focus of the current political debate, is deplorable. Stephen Harper’s
Conservative Party has challenged the right of a few Muslim women to
wear a niqab at a citizenship ceremony. Their efforts have been rebuffed in
the courts as violating the Charter of Rights (again). One need not be a
first-year law student to see the obvious correctness of the courts’ decision.
The citizenship aspirants need to show their faces in private before the cer-
emony to confirm identity; what they wear during the ceremony itself is up
to them. The Conservatives are now promising that, if re-elected, they will
ban the wearing of the niqab in the civil service and have raised the possi-
bility of a mechanism for reporting other “culturally barbaric” customs for
further proscription. They have drawn the support in this of the Bloc
Quebecois – not surprising given the promise’s echoing of the former Parti
Quebecois government’s proposed Charter of Values that sought to ban the
wearing of religious symbols in the public service in Quebec.

In both cases, the Conservatives and the Quebec separatists have been
resorting to what has become known as “wedge politics”, designed to bol-
ster and create support for themselves by dividing the populous between
the majority “us” and the minority “them”. This is profoundly disturbing.
It should really be called “hate politics” because what it is really doing is
stirring up hate, and exploiting it for political advantage. Far from being an
assertion of Canadian values, it is a direct attack on them; an attack on
democracy and tolerance. 

The fact that I would never choose to wear a niqab does not mean that I
should be able to forbid others from making that choice. Isn’t that what
democracy is ultimately about – the right to choose how to live one’s own
life, so long as you are not causing harm to others in doing so? 

As Jews, we of all people, should be sensitive to the dangers of political
scapegoating. We have been the victims of politically inspired hate time
and again over the centuries. Yet we are conflicted – after all, Harper’s gov-
ernment has been, as my grandmother would say, “good for the Jews”.
They have been unwavering supporters of Israel and have generally been
supportive of the Jewish community. The Liberals and many of the NDP
are also supportive of Israel, if not quite as unreservedly, and of the Jewish
community, but many of us have been particularly impressed by the
Conservatives’ level of support. But things change, sometimes rapidly, in
life. Anyone who is capable of scapegoating one vulnerable minority com-
munity, will not shy away from doing so to another if the occasion calls for
it. It may not be our ox being gored today, but the precedent should be con-
cerning to all of us.

Six short weeks after the upcoming election, we will be celebrating
Chanukah, a holiday that owes its existence to the triumph of freedom of
religion over the attempt to enforce assimilation to the then-dominant
Greek culture. Undoubtedly, Antiochus Epiphanes would have described
some Jewish customs of the day as “culturally barbaric”. 

Michael Lazar is a lawyer, a past Vice-President for Community
Relations of the Jewish Federation, and a past Chair of B’nai Brith’s
Midwest Region League for Human Rights.



Celebrated former Winnipeggers
Danny Greaves and Joey Serlin are
coming home later this month to
headline a fundraiser for the Siloam
Mission. 

The show on October 28 will be at
the Pony Corral. Only 125 tickets –
on sale for $50 a piece - are available
for the event.

The two Jewish musicians once formed one half of the
Winnipeg-based alternative rock band, “The Watchmen”,
along with fellow Jewish Winnipegger Sammy Kohn and Pete

Loewen.
S e r l i n
a n d
Greaves
are both
singer/ songwriters.
Serlin also plays gui-
tar while Greaves
plays piano. 

The four musicians
formed “The
Watchmen” in 1988,
becoming one of
Canada’s most suc-
cessful alternative
rock bands. Between
1992 and 2001, “The
Watchmen” released
six records interna-
tionally and built a
substantial fan base in
Canada and Australia.
Each of their album
releases achieved
either gold or plat-
inum status in
Canada.

The band members
left Winnipeg for
Toronto 16 years ago,
Greaves says. “We
were playing Toronto
so often that it made
more sense for us to
be living there,” he
says.

In 2003, the band
members decided to
go their separate
ways, pursuing differ-
ent careers. Greaves is
a partner in a restau-
rant in Toronto and
opened a piano lounge
in Parkdale, called
“The Motel Bar”, a
couple of years ago.
He also has been
involved in compos-
ing scores for various
television and movie
projects.

Serlin is president
of the Vapor Music
Group , an award win-
ning audio house with
offices in Toronto,
Vancouver, Chicago,
and San Francisco.,
Serlin has composed
music for internation-
al commercials for
Vapor clients such as
Budweiser, Coke,
Nintendo, GM,
Nissan and Chrysler.

(Sammy Kohn, “The Watchmen’s former drummer, is currently an
account executive with Twitter after nine years as national and (more
recently) senior account manager with Toronto Life Magazine and toronto-
life.com.)

Greaves reports that the former band members still get together from time
to time to play charity events and other gigs. “It is still fun preparing for
gigs when we can work them into our schedules,” says Greaves. “And we
like coming back to Winnipeg when we can.”

He reports that the band members played the Walker Theatre last year as
well as for a Winnipeg Jets True North Foundation charity event.

For the Siloam Mission fundraiser, Greaves is promising that he and
Serlin will play fan favourites as well as new music.

Local Singer/songwriter hosting release party on
Friday for debut album

Local singer/songwriter Mal Magorel is excited about her first album
release party scheduled for this Friday evening (Oct. 16) at the West End
Cultural Centre. Tickets for her concert are $15. For $20, you also get a
CD, she notes.

Magorel, whose day job is working in disability management for Great
West Life, says that she has been singing all of her life. She may be best
known to readers a member of the Shaarey Zedek choir, where she is often
a featured soloist.

The Garden City Collegiate graduate began singing professionally six
years ago. She has appeared with such prominent local musicians as Ron
Paley, Danny Kramer and Ariel Posen, as well as singing with wedding
bands.

Her musical influences have been varied, she says. “I grew up on
Whitney Houston,” she notes. “I also am a fan of the jazz greats and soul
singers such as Otis Redding.”

It was British import singer Helen White who encourage Magorel to
write her own songs. “I took voice lessons from Helen and sang back-up
for her,” Magorel says. “Through Helen, I found the right people to help
me pull the melodies out of my head.”

Magorel’s first album, “Malfunktion”, was officially released in late
August. The composer compares her stylings to Joss Stone and the late
Amy Winehouse. Three years in the making, the album explores themes
such as love and heartbreak, sadness, connection, perseverance and deter-
mination.

Magorel will be accompanied on Friday by a seven-piece band including
saxophone and trumpet, piano, guitar and drums and back-up singers.

The album is available online on ITunes and CDBaby.com and can be
purchased locally at HMV Portage Place, Into The Music, and McNally
Robinson Booksellers. 

Former Winnipeg Jewish rock stars coming home to headline
Siloam Mission fundraiser
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Myron Love
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AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Joey Serlin and Danny Greaves Mal Magorel

        



Kildonan-St. Paul constituency (including
one independent candidate who seemed to
sound a little unsure why he was running in
the first place). This time the atmosphere

was much looser. Instead of candidates reading from prepared scripts, each
of them spoke off the cuff. Sure, most of them made sure they addressed their
well-rehearsed talking points, but that was to be expected. And, while there
were no surprises in anything any of the five had to say, I remarked at the end
that, in contrast to the previous night’s forum, I was impressed by how civil
they all were with one another – and how respectful they were toward the
audience. I said that I found it to be a particularly exemplary model of
democracy at work.

So, what was said at both forums that’s worth reporting? Naturally, the
most quotable comments were ones that exhibited a certain eloquence or, at
the very least, some pretense of spontaneity. As you might expect, such
remarks were few and far between, but certain candidates who have a natur-
al affinity for public speaking did shine both evenings.

Here then, is a summary of what I witnessed, beginning with the Winnipeg
South Centre forum on September 30th:

Lyle Smordin was the Master of Ceremonies on Wednesday evening for the
Winnipeg South Centre forum. Before introducing Dan Lett, Smordin
offered some interesting and what I would consider highly contentious obser-
vations about Jewish voting patterns in Canada.

For one, Smordin said that “24% of Jewish Canadians think the most
important issue in this election is Canada’s relationship with Israel!” Really?
I asked Smordin following the conclusion of the forum where he obtained
that choice tidbit of information because I have never seen any evidence for
that supposition. Smordin responded that it was based on a survey of
Canadian Jews. Hmm…I wonder how scientific that survey was. According
to that same survey, of the issues of prime importance to Canadian Jews, in
addition to the aforesaid relationship with Israel, two of the three other most
important issues are “hate related activity, Antisemitism and terrorism” (most
important for 19% of Canadian Jews); and Iran (most important for 14% of
Canadian Jews), while “jobs and the economy” were most important for only
21% of Canadian Jews. (I guess Jews are really very parochial in their inter-
ests after all - or perhaps B’nai Brith is just full of you know what.)

But, in keeping with a perspective that would hold that Canadian Jews are
quite inward looking, of the five questions Dan Lett was forced to pose to the
Winnipeg South Centre candidates, three were fully consistent with a survey
that would purport to show that Canadian Jews are primarily focused on
issues that might be considered peripheral in every sense of the word.

Thus, Lett’s first question was: Would you be in favour of legislation to
combat the BDS (Boycott, Divest, Sanctions) movement? Each of the can-
didates denounced the BDS movement, although Andrew Park of the Green
Party did note that “under the Charter of Rights and Freedoms it is not ille-
gal to call for a boycott.”

The second question asked each of the candidates to describe their party’s
position on the deal to limit Iran’s nuclear capability. Joyce Bateman of the
Conservatives said that “our government believes very strongly that mea-
sures should be taken to insure that Iran never acquires nuclear weapons.”

During his own remarks though, Jim Carr of the Liberals said that he “had
heard Prime Minister Harper the other night saying he supports the deal”
with Iran, and that Canada hasn’t taken a position different from almost all
the rest of the world.

Carr added that “I think talking to people is better than not talking to peo-
ple.”

Joyce Bateman responded: “It’s not enough to stand behind Israel - we
have to stand with Israel!”

Matt Henderson of the NDP said: “I’m disappointed we can’t have a demo-
cratic discussion where we have to take sides.”

Jim Carr: “I would like to ask Joyce a rhetorical question: ‘If you vote
Liberal are you being disloyal to Israel?’”

Continuing the theme of playing to Jewish paranoia, Lett read the third
question that B’nai Brith had insisted he ask: “What should be done to com-
bat anti-Semitism?”

In response, Jim Carr told a story of a particular encounter he had with a
Winnipeg South Centre constituent. Carr said the guy asked him: “Why are
we letting all these Sunni Muslims into Canada? I think Justin Trudeau is a
Muslim.” To which, Carr said he responded: “Yes, he’s a first cousin to
Barack Obama.”

The discussion moved to Canada’s role in combatting ISIS. Joyce Bateman
said: “Canada will not sit on the sidelines as ISIS attempts to expand its
grasp. It’s shameful that the Liberals and NDP will abandon our allies and
withdraw (from the fight against ISIS). What has happened to the Liberal
Party that it has embraced terrorists?”

At that point Matt Henderson launched a bitter denunciation of Bill C-51
and what he described as “Justin Trudeau’s crass political opportunism” in
supporting that bill. 

Joyce Bateman pointed out that the Conservative government had been
responsible for providing $100,000 in grants to the Asper Campus to
improve the facility’s security – something, she noted that set the Jewish

campus apart from any other group’s facility in terms of needing special
security provisions.

Finally, Lett was able to ask a question that would probably have been of
interest to the many non-Jews who were in the audience and were wonder-
ing whether any issues that weren’t particularly focused on Jewish concerns
were going to be raised.

Lett asked the candidates to comment on the issues of affordable housing
and poverty.

Andrew Park argued that the Greens would “push for a Guaranteed Livable
Income” for everyone. We will do away with boutique tax credits.”

Joyce Bateman said: “We have removed one million Canadians from the
tax rolls, including about 400,000 seniors. We’ve increased the Guaranteed
Income Supplement for seniors. The number of low income families is at its
lowest level in 40 years.” 

Matt Henderson: “Over the last couple of decades social housing has been
completely obliterated. The NDP is committed to making housing a right.”

The final question was about how to deal with a possible world recession?
Jim Carr said: “I remember November 10, 2008, because that’s the last

time the Prime Minister met with the premiers.” Also, in response to Joyce
Bateman contending that the Conservatives had now balanced the budget,
Carr remarked: “By the way, Ms. Bateman, Mr. Harper has increased the
Canadian national debt by some $150 billion since he was elected while
Prime Ministers Chretien and Martin left him surpluses.”

At that point Joyce Bateman launched into an attack on Jim Carr, rattling
off the names of various Liberals who might be considered anti-Israel. She
was met with cries of “shame, from many members of the audience.

Matt Henderson responded: “This is where our democracy has led us.
We’re bigger than this.”

Jim Carr said: “We don’t build ourselves up by calling others down. We’ve
had too much of that. Canadians are tired of that.”

In their closing remarks, the candidates repeated the themes that their par-
ties have been emphasizing. Matt Henderson said that the “NDP has always
stood for distribution in a just way.”

Joyce Bateman said this election is about four things: The economy, secu-
rity, values, and leadership.

Two ridings
Continued from page 1.
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Community news

Continued on page 10. See “Two ridings”.
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Community newsTemple Shalom - What Is Reform Judaism
Throughout history, Jews have remained firmly rooted in Jewish tradition, even as we learned

much from our encounters with other cultures. Nevertheless, since its earliest days, Reform
Judaism has asserted that a Judaism frozen in time cannot coexist effectively with those who live
in modern times. The great contribution of Reform Judaism is that it has enabled the Jewish peo-
ple to introduce innovation while preserving tradition, to embrace diversity while asserting com-
monality, to affirm beliefs without rejecting those who doubt, and to bring faith to sacred texts
without sacrificing critical scholarship.

Reform Judaism affirms the central tenets of Judaism - God, Torah and Israel - even as it
acknowledges the diversity of Reform Jewish beliefs and practices. We believe that all human
beings are created in the image of God, and that we are God’s partners in improving the world.
Tikkun Olam – repairing the world – is a hallmark of Reform Judaism as we strive to bring peace,
freedom, and justice to all people.

Reform Jews accept the Torah as the foundation of Jewish life containing God’s ongoing rev-
elation to our people and the record of our people’s ongoing relationship with God. We see the
Torah as God inspired, a living document that enables us to confront the timeless and timely
challenges of our everyday lives.

In addition to our belief that Judaism must change and adapt to the needs of the day to survive
and our firm commitment to Tikkun Olam, the following principles distinguish Reform Jews
from other streams of Judaism in North America.
• Reform Jews are committed to the principle of inclusion, not exclusion. Since 1978 the Reform
Movement has been reaching out to Jews-by-choice and interfaith families, encouraging them to
embrace Judaism. Reform Jews consider children to be Jewish if they are the child of a Jewish
father or mother, so long as the child is raised as a Jew. 
• Reform Jews are committed to the absolute equality of women in all areas of Jewish life. We
were the first movement to ordain women rabbis, invest women cantors, and elect women pres-
idents of our synagogues. 
• Reform Jews are also committed to the full participation of gays and lesbians in synagogue life
as well as society at large.
- See more at: http://www.reformjudaism.org/what-reform-judaism#sthash.1suvBX0y.dpuf
Friday Oct 16 6pm Shabbat catered dinner with guest from 

Temple Emanu-el, Toronto
Friday Oct 16 8pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service lay led by Ruth 

Livingston with Cantor Len Udow and the FNL Band
Saturday Oct 17 12noon Yoga Shalom
Monday Oct 19 6pm Begin Crash Course Read Hebrew program with 

Ruth Livingston
Wednesday Oct 21 10am & 1pm Learn Bridge with Ambassador Bridge Club
Friday Oct 23 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday Oct 24 12noon Yoga Shalom
Sunday Oct 25 1pm Challah Baking Workshop with Sherman Lang
Monday Oct 26 6pm Crash Course Read Hebrew
Wednesday Oct 28 10am & 1pm Learn Bridge with Ambassador Bridge Club
Friday Oct 30 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Miral Gabor with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday Oct 31 12noon Yoga Shalom
Saturday Oct 31 7:30pm Coffee House, Halloween Bash, program TBA
Monday Nov 3 6pm Crash Course Read Hebrew
Wednesday Nov 4 10am & 1pm Learn Bridge with Ambassador Bridge Club
Thursday Nov 5 6:30pm Intro to Judaism class with Rabbi Karen Soria
Friday Nov 6 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria with 

Cantor Len Udow
Saturday Nov 7 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Karen

12noon Yoga Shalom
4pm Pirkei Avot with Rabbi Karen
7:30pm Adult Ed with Yudi Henteleff - Theme TBA

Friday Nov 13 7:30pm Shabbat Peace Service lay led by Ruth Livingston
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A call to love in our time
Catholics and Jews - a dialogue

On October 28, 1965, Pope Paul VI issued Nostra Aetate (In Our
Time), a document focused on the relationship between the Catholic
Church and other non-Christian religions, especially Judaism. 

This document coming out of the Second Vatican Council, seeks to
continue a process of healing between Catholics and Jews – a time to
address “The Longest Hatred”. 

In October 2015 Mary, Mother of the Church Roman Catholic
parish, 85 Kirkbridge Drive, will mark the 50th anniversary of Nostra
Aetate, by hosting a three-part program offering three perspectives. Each
session begins at 7:30 p.m.

• October 14, 2015 – Fr. Sam Argenziano, Pastor, Holy Rosary Parish,
will discuss the historical relationship between the Catholic Church and
Judaism, and provide a context for Nostra Aetate.

• October 21, 2015 – Four Holocaust survivors will share their stories.
• October 28, 2015 – Rabbi Alan Green of Congregation Shaarey

Zedek will give a presentation on Judaism as a living faith. His presenta-
tion will be followed by an Interfaith Prayer Service.

Everyone is welcome.

“There is no greater feeling than knowing
you played a role in helping someone suc-
ceed. We’re working on an online store and
are building our first aid and babysitting

course side of the business.” 
For more information, visit www.aquaessence.ca or call (204)-275-AQUA.

Innovative kitchen design wins international competition
When architect Dov Secter was

designing his new home and office
for his firm, Secter Design, in River
Heights, he could not have begun to
imagine that his very own kitchen
would become world famous. 

But that is just what happened fol-
lowing his decision to use Sub-Zero
and Wolf appliances. Already familiar
with Secter’s work, the western
Canadian distributor had encouraged
him for many years to submit it in the
biennial global competition. 

“Submitting projects for awards
can be a lengthy and challenging
process, involving professional photo
shoots, staging, and a considerable
amount of writing and paperwork,”
said Dov’s wife and business manag-
er, Sarah Secter. “Dov’s architectural
design work doesn’t allow him a lot
of time to submit projects for awards,
so it’s something I’ve taken on in my role with the firm.”

It began with a regional competition in Calgary that included competitors
from all over western Canada. After winning first place in the regional compe-
tition, the couple was invited, along with other winners from around the world,
to Scottsdale, Arizona for the world competition. 

“The first place winners from every participating region all over the world get
to go to Scottsdale for their international competition,” said Sarah. 

“The event started on a Sunday and ended on a Wednesday. It was a chance
for us to meet the other competitors from around the world and talk with the
other architects and designers.” 

The Secters were very impressed by the other projects and the design calibre
present in the competition. The judges are the best in their field from around the
world – famous designers and architects – a well-respected peer group.

“We were honoured to have won the regional prize, let alone the internation-
al, which we didn’t necessarily think we’d get because there were a lot of other
really high quality designs,” said Sarah. “When they announced we won first
place, we were totally shocked. Dov was humbled, surprised, and honoured.” 

When the judges presented the award, they explained how the Secter kitchen
stood out to them, describing it as “a combination of minimalism and modern,
and innovation and technology in the kitchen.” 

Sarah added, “Dov designed a couple of really innovative features in the
kitchen that the judges had never seen before. For example, our island has a cab-
inet hidden in the middle that rises out of the countertop and houses small appli-
ances.”

In a broader sense, Dov explained that he and Sarah, “value modern architec-
ture where things are in a language that is simple and functional. The problem
with a very simple and functional space is, often what will happen is, beneath
those hidden lines, it’s quite complex. 

“There’s a lot of complex design work that goes into creating a modern, min-
imalist aesthetic. It requires a lot of work behind the scenes. We do love creative
problem solving. Really clean modern homes that seem simple are a great chal-
lenge, but are also quite exciting.” 

Three locals
Continued from page 3.

Dov Secter
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Yiddish page/US news

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

The Jewish New Year began with terrible ter-
rorist attacks in Israel. In 1903, the Hebrew poet
Bialik visited the city of Keshenev after a horri-
ble pogrom. In his poems he accused the Jewish
victims calling them to bare arms and build their
own country and become normal people. Today,
Israelis use Bialik’s poems to justify their
actions, presenting themselves as eternal victims.
As a Yiddish Jew, I urge both Arabs and Jews to
realize that a victim can easily become an aggres-
sor, and vise versa. Let us pray for peace. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Is it really a shock that one-third of
Americans wouldn’t hide Jews?

By JULIE WIENER
(JTA) – Is the glass one-third empty or two-

thirds full?
A poll commissioned by distributors of the

Holocaust film “Return to the Hiding Place” asked
1,000 Americans a question many Jews have pon-
dered: “If you were living during World War II,
would you have risked the imprisonment and
death of yourself and your family to hide Jews?”

The results, as reported in the Hollywood
Reporter (and other publications that cited the
Hollywood Reporter), were presented in a remark-
ably negative way: emphasizing the one-third of
respondents who said “no” rather than the two-
thirds majority who answered “yes.”

This strikes me as odd. In most poll coverage,
it’s the majority that leads the news, not the minor-
ity. And in this case, what the majority said is
noteworthy: They would risk their lives and those
of their families to save Jews.

I find this impressive, even adjusted for the fact
that saying you would do something heroic is a lot
easier than actually doing something heroic. Had
even one-third of Poles or Germans been willing
to harbor Jews, Hitler’s Final Solution might have
been stopped.

By focusing on the one-third who would not
hide Jews, the coverage implies surprise that a sig-
nificant minority is unwilling to take a serious risk
(not to mention assume a huge and potentially
costly responsibility) to rescue a stranger.

Given how few countries and their citizens are
willing to take in large numbers of Syrian refugees
or impoverished immigrants, a relatively low-risk
proposition, why is it surprising that many people
are reluctant to take a step that could cost them
everything?

In any event, the poll of 1,000 American adults,
as described in the Hollywood Reporter, had some
intriguing findings beyond the two-thirds to one-
third headline.

The question read as follows: “Think back to
World War II when Jews in Europe were forced
into concentration camps and many were killed by
the Nazis. If you were living in this time period,
would you have risked the possible imprisonment
and death of yourself and your family to hide
Jews?”

Males were more likely than females to say yes,
married people more likely than singles to say yes,
and homosexuals more likely than heterosexuals
to say yes. Also more likely to say yes were reli-
gious people compared to the irreligious and
Southerners compared to Northeasterners.

The pollsters did not compare Jews to non-Jews
because the sample size was too small to be statis-
tically accurate.

Since my efforts to track down the poll have
been unsuccessful, it’s not clear to me how signif-
icant the differences were between these various
demographics.

But it’s fair to say that if you’re seeking a safe
haven, the best bet based on this poll is to knock
on the door of a married Southern homosexual
man.



Andrew Park lamented
the lack of any discussion
during the evening about
such issues as refugees and
climate change. Referring
to the bellicose pronounce-
ments of the Conservatives
about confronting adver-
saries, Park repeated the
observation of former
General John de Chastelain
about Canada under

Stephen Harper: “Shout loudly and carry a small
stick.”

Jim Carr noted that, during the course of his
going door-to-door he’s been “moved by how
grateful people in this riding are to be asked how
they feel” – something, he suggested, has been
sorely lacking these past few years under the
Conservatives.

With that, the evening was brought to a close.
But, frustratingly enough, the one question that is
probably uppermost on the minds of a good many
Winnipeg South Centre constituents was never
discussed: The fate of Kapyong Barracks.

Oh well, I suppose Israel and anti-Semitism are
of far more importance to the voters of Winnipeg
South Centre, right B’nai Brith?

Kildonan-St. Paul candidates
debate “seniors issues”

It’s not the first time that I’ve worn two hats
covering an event. Sometimes I’ve been a partici-
pant in a forum that I was also covering as a
reporter, but I’ve never moderated a forum at the
same time that I was also covering it. In fact, tak-
ing notes is one of the best ways to focus on what
others are saying so, at the same time that I was
posing questions to the Kildonan-St. Paul candi-
dates at the Gwen Secter Centre on Thursday,
October 1st, I was listening more carefully than I
would probably have been had I confined my
duties to moderating the discussion alone.

One other aspect of this forum that set it apart
from the previous night’s was that audience mem-
bers were given the opportunity to pose questions
to the forum participants. Now, while those ques-
tions were handed to me to screen, I was able to
discern several themes in the questions that I tried
to distill into five general questions.

Considering that the evening was billed as a dis-
cussion of “seniors’ issues”, each time I posed a
question the candidates did an admirable job of
targeting their remarks to seniors on such issues
as taxation, income splitting, pensions, housing,
security (of both individuals and the nation as a
whole), and health.

There were no surprises in what anyone had to
say and, just to shake things up, I thought I would
inject some humour right from the start into what
was likely to be a fairly somnolent affair.

I dug up my old letter carrier uniform (circa
1976), wore it into the forum and had Gwen
Secter Executive Director Marilyn Regiec intro-
duce me as an “old north end streetwalker”. (That

line was met with deafening silence. I knew right
away that my attempt to loosen up the audience
was quite misplaced. Yet, what issue would be of
more importance to seniors in West Kildonan and
Garden City than losing door-to-door mail deliv-
ery, I wondered?)

It turned out that NDP candidate Suzanne
Hrynyk wasted no time in addressing that issue
when, in her opening remarks, she repeated the
NDP election promise to restore door-to-door
mail delivery to all precincts in which Canada
Post has taken it away. I wonder whether that
issue will resonate with voters at all? At least it’s
somewhat more relevant than wondering whether
Canada should pass legislation to make boy-
cotting Israel illegal.

Still, if I were asked to pick out some highlights
from the forum at Gwen Secter I would have to
admit the lack of acrimony among the candidates
and the generally polite behaviour of audience
members served to mitigate any potential sparks. 

As well, the Conservative candidate, Jim Bell,
who is a former president of the Winnipeg Blue
Bombers, and who knew going in that he was
going to be targeted by the other candidates, han-
dled himself in a very relaxed manner, and was
careful to stay positive throughout. Considering
that I hadn’t met any of the candidates prior to
Thursday night (although Liberal candidate
MaryAnn Mihychuk told me afterward that she
had heard me speak years ago at a Crocus share-
holders’ forum), I found myself impressed by all
of them – even the very young Green Party can-
didate, Steven Stairs, and the somewhat awkward
independent candidate, Edward (“Don’t call me
Ed”) Hiebert.

Running for political office is no easy task,
especially when you know your chances of win-
ning are either slim or none so, no matter what
you may think about a particular candidate’s pol-
itics, I have tremendous admiration for the men
and women who take the plunge and devote so
much time to engaging with voters during an elec-
tion period. As much as technology seems to have
taken over how campaigns are run, if what I heard
at both forums that I attended is any indication of
where things stand in 2015, nothing can replace
the benefit of actually going door-to-door and
engaging with the voters first hand.

The federal riding of Kildonan-St. Paul is a
strange hybrid of two distinct communities: the
quite affluent and traditionally Conservative area
east of the Red River consisting of North
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Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre
is holding the annual fundraising
tea on Sunday November 1, 2015

from 1.30 to 4pm.
This year we are honouring retiring

employee Evelyn Lemer who has been with
the organization for 25 years. Evelyn has
been a dedicated administrative assistant
through the years of change and evolution of
Gwen Secter. She has also devoted herself to
caring for the members and considers Gwen
Secter her ‘home away from home’. We
thank Evelyn for her service to Gwen Secter
over the past 25 years.

As usual, the Annual Fundraising Tea
promises to be a spectacular event with
home baking, fruit, tea and coffee plus door
prizes.

But above all, it is an opportunity for the
community to come together and celebrate
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre and the
work and programming it does to maintain
active and healthy lifestyles for our seniors..

Please come and join us for an afternoon
of fun, friendship, music and laughter.

Continued on next page.

Stephen Harper Justin Trudeau Thomas Mulcair



Kildonan
and East

St. Paul; and the less affluent portion west of the
Red River consisting of West Kildonan, Garden
City and West St. Paul.

In a bygone era the area west of the Red River
would have been considered solid NDP territory
and for many years I can recall it being represent-
ed by longtime NDP stalwart David Orlikow. 

In more recent years and, with riding redistrib-
ution now seeing the majority of the population
living east of the Red River, Kildonan-St. Paul
had become a reliably Conservative seat with Joy
Smith having served as the only MP from the rid-
ing ever since it was formed in 2003. In fact the
only serious challenge the Conservatives ever
faced in the riding was in 2004, when Smith nar-
rowly defeated Liberal Terry Duguid. Since then
Smith had won by ever increasing margins.
(Perhaps that’s why Jim Bell was so relaxed dur-
ing the forum. If truth be told, I was even a little
surprised that he bothered to show up. Until late
last week, Marilyn Regiec had been telling me
that she hadn’t received a confirmation from Bell
that he was going to appear at the forum. I had
actually run into him at Stephen Harper’s appear-
ance in Winnipeg on September 22. I asked Bell
whether he was going to appear at the Gwen
Secter Centre on October 1st and he responded:
“Yes, I’ve got to call them today to let them know
I’m coming.”)

In any event, as I’ve already noted, there were
no surprises in what any of the candidates had to
say during the forum itself so, as much as I would
have loved to give you some great lines that were
delivered by this or that candidate, I don’t think
you’d be shocked to hear that there weren’t any.

Instead, we heard a stolid list of promises to,
among other things: improve pensions for seniors
(from both the Liberal and NDP candidates),
while Jim Bell noted that the Conservative gov-
ernment had brought in pension splitting for
seniors; increase the Guaranteed Income
Supplement by 10% (Liberals); cancel the
Conservative proposal to delay receiving Old Age
Pension until age 67 (NDP); and bring in a new
$2,000 tax credit for widows and seniors
(Conservatives).

I asked the candidates to comment on health
care issues that affect seniors, including pharma-
care. MaryAnn Mihychuk listed a number of
planks in the Liberal election platform, including:
expansion of compassionate care; reducing drug
costs; and an expansion and enhancement of
home care. She noted that “since Harper became
Prime Minister there hasn’t been one national dis-
cussion of health care.”

Suzanne Hrynyk stated that it was the NDP that
brought in both the health care and home care sys-
tems. She said that the NDP would bring in pro-
grams to: hire more physicians; organize bulk
purchasing of pharmaceuticals; create a national
dementia and Alzheimers strategy; and focus on
mental health issues – particularly among youth.

Jim Bell said: “I’ve been to many doors in many
seniors’ complexes…I’ve heard the
issues…When I go to Ottawa I’m going to repre-
sent you to the best of my abilities in an effort to
make home care more affordable.”

I asked the candidates about the issue of securi-
ty, both as it affects individuals, especially
seniors, and the nation as a whole.

MaryAnn Mihychuk said: “We must be certain
to make sure Canadians are safe, but we must not
be overcome with fear. We need to have a compe-
tent and caring government…Ukraine has 1.5
million refugees. Harper refuses to issue a visi-
tor’s visa to any of them.”

Jim Bell said: “I believe we can all agree that
the first thing a government wants is to insure the
security of the people.” With reference to
refugees, Bell said: “I do believe the Conservative
government acted with due diligence in saying the
government will accept 10,000 refugees, but we
need to guard against what happened in Ottawa”
(the shooting of Cpt. Nathan Cirillo by Michael
Zehaf-Bibeau).

I raised the issue of housing for seniors.
Suzanne Hrynyk said: “We’re not taking a page
out of the Conservative playbook. We’re taking
the playbook of Tommy Douglas.”

Maryann Mihychuk took a shot at the NDP,
however, saying: “We will be reinvesting in hous-
ing and we will be expanding CMHC. We’ve
been honest about raising taxes; yes, it’s going to
cost money. The NDP has joined the

Conservatives in saying they’re going to balance
the budget.”

I asked whether any of the candidates would
consider serving in a coalition government with
any of the other parties. The closest any of them
admitted to even considering the possibility was
when Suzanne Hrynyk said: “Thomas Mulcair
said he would be willing to work with others.
Historically we’ve achieved many things working
in coalition with others.”

MaryAnn Mihychuk was more equivocal, say-
ing: “Working with other honourable people has
never been a problem for me – but we’re not talk-
ing about a coalition.”

Here is some of what candidates said during
their concluding remarks: 

Suzanne Hrynyk: “We are the only party that
stood up to uphold your Charter rights by oppos-
ing Bill C51.”

Jim Bell: “Please look at the track record of the
prime minister of this country. Our Conservative
party has a platform of low taxes, balanced bud-
gets, and creating jobs…I am going to be a strong
voice for the residents of Kildonan-St. Paul…I’ve
lived in the riding for 33 years.”

Steven Stairs: “I learned a lot tonight – it was
really ground-breaking. I’m only 26 so I can’t
compete with Jim” (over how long he’s lived in
the riding).

MaryAnn Mihychuk: “This is the most signifi-
cant election in decades. Liberals have a plan for
getting us out of the second recession in this prime
minister’s tenure. Every senior deserves to live a
life of dignity and respect. I will be a representa-
tive in each of the four communities of Kildonan-
St. Paul” (North Kildonan, East St. Paul, West
Kildonan- Garden City, and West St. Paul).

There you have it – nothing surprising, but a
good discussion nonetheless…and no personal
attacks. Also – surprisingly, considering the forum
was held in what is largely a Jewish seniors’ cen-
tre – almost no references to Israel or anti-
Semitism. It’s a good thing this forum wasn’t
organized by B’nai Brith as well.
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Kildonan-St.Paul candidates (l-r): Jim Bell,
Conservative Party; Suzanne Hrynyk, NDP;
MaryAnn Mihychuk, Liberals; Steven Stairs,
Green Party.



By BERNIE BELLAN
We often get asked to publish stories about

individuals who would like to publicize either an
activity or a business in which they’re involved.
It’s not always easy deciding who deserves to
have their story told, especially since this paper
has a very small-town feel to it, where almost
anyone who reads it should be able to recognize
many of the names of other Winnipeggers who
are mentioned in the paper.

I have known Hadass Eviatar for a couple of
years now. Interestingly enough, the first time I
met her was at a social Meet-up gathering at the
Viscount Gort when I went there to mix with
other individuals who were interested in social
media. Hadass immediately impressed me with
her intimate knowledge of social media, but it
was only more recently that I learned how
accomplished she is in so many other fields.

For instance, I noted in our pre-Rosh Hashanah
issue that Hadass was serving as the “baal kriah”
(Torah reader) at the Etz Chayim during the high
holidays. As it turns out, that particular role is
something Hadass has grown into these past two
years as she gradually assumed more and more of
the duties of baal kriah at that synagogue from its
long-time Torah reader, Leon Berger.

Interestingly, Hadass tells me that she did not
grow up in a religious home. While Hadass and
her husband David Hoult are now both Shabbat
observant, as are their three children – Rafi, 19;
Ari, 16, and Shira, 13, she does say that her own upbringing in Israel was
as a non-observant Jew. She explains that she and David arrived in
Winnipeg (in 1994), “just about the time that the Rosh Pina was going egal-
itarian. There was no reason for me (before having come to Winnipeg) to

go (to a synagogue) somewhere where I wasn’t
comfortable – and where I wasn’t wanted. I’m a
native Hebrew speaker but I didn’t learn syna-
gogue skills until I came somewhere where I
wasn’t stuck up in a balcony.”

Hadass adds that her “dad is a pillar of the
Reform congregation of Netanya.” (Her mother
died some years ago, she explains.) 

Hadass’s son, Rafi Hoult, (who has written for
this paper himself and who has also achieved
quite a high level of recognition within our
community in his own right) has been a coun-
selor at Camp Massad the past three years and,
during that period he’s also attended the Beach
Synagogue on a weekly basis, where Laurie
Mainster has had him conduct Musaf services.
Currently Rafi is enrolled at the University of
Winnipeg, where he is in second year, majoring
in physics, while Ari is in Grade 11 and Shira is
in Grade 8, both at the Gray Academy.

As I listened to Hadass telling me more about
her very interesting life story, I was even more
intrigued to find out how much she’s taken dif-
ferent career paths every so often.

Hadass was born in Israel in 1962, she says,
and grew up partly in Israel and partly in the
U.S. Her father was originally from Duluth,
Minnesota, while here mother was a sabra born
in Jerusalem.

After completing her two years in the Israeli
army, Hadass went to the Netherlands to attend university – in Amsterdam
and Utrecht - where she obtained her PhD in molecular bio-physics, in
1994.

Hadass says that she met her husband, David Hoult, (who is from
England) at a physics conference in Israel. (Interestingly, at the time, she
was living in the Netherlands, so when she went to that conference in
Israel, it was as a visitor to that country.)

Hadass and David lived in Netherlands for three years, then came to
Winnipeg in 1994, when David began working for the National Research
Council in the field of bio-diagnostics. (David Hoult played a key role in
the development of IMRIS technology, which helped to produce portable
MRI devices.) Hadass also worked for the NRC until Rafi was born in
1996, then again after some time off until 2001. As well, she’s been a high
school teacher, but it’s her two most recent forays into more eclectic fields
that she wanted to talk about when I sat down with her recently.

Within the past two years Hadass has become both a “life coach” and a
marketer of nutritional products produced by an American company
known as Isagenix.

How Hadass became involved with becoming a life coach is especially
intriguing. In describing her own upbringing, she explains that members of
her family divided along two lines: psychotherapists and physicists.
“Sometimes you can fight all your life against something that you’re sup-
posed to be doing but it just catches up with you. My mother was a psy-
chotherapist, my sister’s a psychotherapist, my grandmother was a social
worker – working with people is what we do,” Hadass says.

“But, I tried to go the other way in my family,” she explains. “My fami-
ly consists of therapists and physicists and I went to the physicist side. It
was a lot of fun but it wasn’t the right thing for me. It wasn’t enough ‘peo-
ple work’. 

“I’m not a psychotherapist,” she notes. “I didn’t want to go back and do
a psychology degree, but I did become a life coach. The beautiful thing
about being a life coach is you get to ask people questions and you help
them to reflect on the answers that they give themselves.

“You’ve got two kinds of people who help people,” Hadass says.
“You’ve got consultants who tell people what to do and you have coaches,
who ask people questions.

“I actually got into life coaching through the wellness company that I
work with, “ she explains. “I trained online with a woman in California
named Brooke Castillo, who’s got a school called ‘The Life Coach
School’, where I learned how to ask and how to listen and how to help peo-
ple just separate what is actual fact in their lives and what they think is fact
in their lives based on the stories they’ve been telling themselves.

“The large majority of it is right between your ears, depending on the
story you tell yourself about the circumstance. Someone else could tell a
completely different story about the same circumstance, so which one
would be true?” Hadass notes. “The large majority of it is right between
your ears, because what story do you tell about the circumstance because
someone else could tell a different story.

Hadass Eviatar has had a varied career
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“There are a lot of different kinds
of life coaches because anyone can

hang up a shingle and say they’re a life coach, “ Hadass notes, “but the kind
of life coaching that I do is to help people ask people the questions and
understand their own thoughts. 

“The basis of what I’m doing is that the choices you make in your life are
based on the thoughts that you have about things, “ she says. “People have
much more control over their lives than they think they do. A life coach
helps you to hold up a mirror to your life and understand what you’re think-
ing.

“The ideal person who’d want to come to see me would be someone
who’d say: ‘I’m not comfortable with where I’m at. Is this all there is?’ ”

I asked Hadass whether she was referring to someone’s situation vis-à-vis
their career only, or could it also be referring to relationships?

She answered: “It could be relationships too, but right now I’m focusing
on helping people with career choices – and dealing mostly with women,”
(although she does say that she also has a couple of male clients right now,
as well.)

“The thing is I’m not going to tell you what to do,” she insists. “I’m going
to ask you to think about the choices that you’ve made and the stories that
you tell yourself.

Most things in life are optional, she suggests.
“You could be in a job that you don’t particularly care for, but you could

be so amazingly wonderful in that job that opportunities open up for you –
and that is your choice.”

Hadass explains that her initial contact with a client is to do a “15 minute
mini-session, which would be free of charge. It would be a chance for us to
get to know each other and see whether seeing me would be a fit, also to
give them some idea what my coaching is like.

“If we’re a good fit, we’d probably start with a six-hour series and, after
those six hours, take it from there.”

Hadass explains that she’s been preparing to be a life coach for two years
now, but received her actual certification in July.

Most of her clients have found her online. What makes her happy is com-
municating with people. “I first went on Twitter in 2008. I spend most of
my time on Facebook, but I’m also on Linkedin, Pinterest, Instagram,” she
adds. (See my earlier reference to Hadass’s prowess as a social media
maven.)

As I noted earlier, Hadass has also become involved with an Arizona-

based company that produces nutritional products, known as Isagenix .
“I’d heard about it (Isagenix) years ago,” Hadass explains, “but I was

very resistant (to trying its products). “I literally own a t-shirt that says ‘Just
eat real food’. So, I was eating ‘real food’, but I was malnourished.”

“I went to a trade show and I saw a friend there who was handing out
samples (of Isagenix), so I tried it for the first time, and I remember drink-
ing it and I’m going like: ‘Wow, this feels good,’ but I was still very resis-
tant.

“It’s whey powder and you just mix it with water. It’s a meal replacement
and it’s very filling. “Iasegnix, she explains, offers much more than meal
replacements, according to Hadass. “iI’s a complete nutritional support sys-
tem, including supported intermittent fasting (also called nutritional cleans-
ing)”, she says.

Hadass has been taking the product herself since June 2014 and has been
doing marketing of the product since November of last year.

There are also snacks in the program, Hadass notes, in addition to the
meal replacement powder. But, Hadass says, you would still be having one
regular meal a day. So, if losing weight was your goal, you’d have some-
thing like “two shakes, two snacks, and a meal,” she advises.

On the other hand, if you wanted to put on muscle in the gym, you’d use
a higher protein version of the shakes, Hadass adds.

“One of our goals is to maintain our health and vitality and endurance as
we age.”

Nutritional supplements are very popular with many consumers, but
Hadass cautions that entering into a program without proper advice can be
very dangerous. “If you wanted to do this (the Isagenix program) you
would sign up through my website and I’d coach you how to use this prod-
uct,” she says.

If you are interested in finding out more about either Hadass Eviatar’s life
coaching or her marketing of Isagenix products, you can refer to either of
her two websites:

hadasseviatarcoaching.com or hadasseviatar.com. Hadass can be reached
via email at hadass@hadasseviatar.com or at 204-792-3996.
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Why you won’t find Starbucks in Israel
By BEN SALES

(JTA) – In Israel, American stores dot shopping malls and McDonald’s
branches proliferate. But one chain you won’t see is Starbucks.

Starbucks has franchises around the world, but its brief experiment
with Israeli stores lasted just two years, from 2001 to 2003. Maybe, as
some have suggested, Starbucks pulled out of Tel Aviv to appease an anti-
Israel market in the Arab world. Or maybe pumpkin spice lattes didn’t
catch on in a country with no discernible fall season.

Geographically and culturally, Israel sits at the nexus between East and
West. Its immigrant populations hail from Yemen and Germany,
Uzbekistan and the United States, and its food is a mashup of these influ-
ences. In Tel Aviv, street food vendors sell shwarma, which originates in
the Middle East, sandwiched in a French baguette.

In Israel, Italian cafe offerings like espresso and macchiato coexist with
strong, flavorful Turkish coffee made simply by brewing coffee grinds in
hot water and letting them settle into “mud” at the bottom of the cup. It’s
rare to see a standard American filter coffee – in my experience it tastes
like weakly flavored hot water.

Rarer still is America’s culture of coffee to go. Rather than walk with
their coffee in a paper cup, Israelis, especially Tel Aviv residents, are
notorious for sitting down with their ceramic espresso cup and not budg-
ing for hours – taking the time to catch up, talk politics, grow their start-
up or, in my case, write an article. So prevalent is Tel Aviv’s cafe culture
that Yediot Acharonot, a leading Israeli paper, investigated why so many
of the city’s residents seem to laze at cafes instead of working.

But in certain ways, Israel’s coffee culture had a long way to go. The
average Israeli drinks 0.4 cups of coffee per day, according to an article in
the Atlantic – a relatively low figure. It’s far below the Netherlands’ 2.4
cups a day, and less than half the one cup per person average in the U.S.
And according to the Israeli website CoffeeShop.co.il, most of the coffee
consumed in Israel is instant, dosed out in freeze-dried pebbles or powder.

But there’s hope for Israeli cafe enthusiasts. CoffeeShop.co.il wrote
that the 18-to-30 age bracket is more likely to order espresso-based
brews. And the past couple of years have seen the rapid spread of dis-
count coffee chains that sell everything on the menu – from cappuccino
to croissants to sandwiches – for 5 shekels, or about $1.25.

At first, these chains opened hole-in-the-wall shops where baristas
behind a cramped counter served coffee to go in American-style paper
cups. That’s changed, however. At many of those cafes now, customers
get their espresso in paper cups – but in another example of Israel’s East
meets West culture, they sit down at one of the cafe’s outdoor tables chat-
ting the day away. Just as a good Tel Avivi should.



By REBECA KUROPATWA
A year ago, a former Russian Israeli who recently moved to Winnipeg –

Yevgeniya Ostrovski (31) – started up a closed group for moms who are
there to support one another as they go through life. 

There are currently over 150 moms in the group with the vast majority
being Jewish women living in Winnipeg and Israelis planning to move
here. The group meets once every quarter and help each other as need be
with consultation and/information.

On Sunday, October 3, 11 of the moms ran in support of the Canadian
Breast Cancer Foundation at the CIBC Run for the Cure. 

Ostrovski is a wife and mom of two young boys, who was born in Russia
to a Jewish mother. After university, she made the move to Israel (in 2007)
and married her current-day husband, Kosta. Four years ago, they moved
to Canada with their eldest son; their second son was born in Winnipeg.

After moving to the city, they began attending Jewish holiday activities
and workshops at the Rady JCC. “We celebrate all Jewish holidays and
enjoy being part of the Jewish community,” said Ostrovski.

Inspiration and motivation
It was Ostrovski’s mother who has made the biggest impact on her life to

date, with her positivity and ability to find ways to make the world a better
place. 

“Since I’ve lived in Canada, I’ve always supported all cancer societies,
because we had cancer in my family,” said Ostrovski. “And, for me, it is
important to spread awareness and raise funds to prevent cancer.” 

After giving birth to the couple’s second son, Ostrovski fell in love with
sport and running. Then, she heard about the Run for the Cure, and decid-
ed to participate, running as an individual.

Ostrovski enjoyed it so much that she could not stop talking to her girl-
friends about the idea of forming a team called, “Be A Mom.” So, when this
year’s run came around, some of her friends decided to join her, and the
team was born.

“I love running and [before this team] was running regularly,” said
Ostrovski. “I will continue running after the Run for the Cure. But, in this
Run for the Cure, for me, it wasn’t important to run as fast as I can. It was
all about running as a team and to support my team members, so all of us
would get to the finish line.”

Ostrovski is planning to form a larger and larger team every year in
Winnipeg.

“We have an amazing community here, with many Russian-speaking
people and a huge Jewish community,” said Ostrovski. “We have a lot of
activities for kids and sport activities. All my friends here and I enjoy liv-
ing in Winnipeg.”

Team member, Regina Teplitsky
Regina Teplitsky moved to Winnipeg from Israel, and continues living

here today with her husband and their two children. 
Teplitsky was one of the participants on Ostrovski’s team. Though not a

runner, she felt compelled to help in the cause, as she personally knows
three wonderful women battling breast cancer (one of whom is still battling
it). 

Teplitsky first became involved in the Winnipeg Jewish community six
years ago as the executive director of Camp Massad (in 2010). Later, she
became a board member of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and has
since joined the Federation’s Jewish engagement committee. Teplitsky is

also an active participant in  Jewish Women’s philanthropy and canvasses
donors for the Combined Jewish Appeal (CJA) campaign.

“Winnipeg has become a real home for me and my family, where we feel
comfortable and welcomed,” said Teplitsky.

This was Teplitsky’s first year joining Ostrovski and other enthusiastic
women in the Run for the Cure. 

“I’ve always understood the importance of organizations, such as, the
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation, and other organizations that promote
breast cancer awareness and support fundraising,” said Teplitsky.

Even if Teplitsky had not followed a training plan to prepare for this run,
she is certain she would have still been there supporting the team.

According to Teplitsky’s internet source, “Before the birth of the breast
cancer movement 25 years ago, being diagnosed with this disease was con-
sidered by many to be a death sentence. Today, a person who has been diag-
nosed with breast cancer in the earliest stages has a 98 percent chance of
living at least five more years, on average, compared to only 77 percent in
1982.

“Globally, a case of breast cancer is diagnosed every 29 seconds. A
woman dies from breast cancer every 75 seconds worldwide.

“Breast cancer is the most common cancer among women and is the sec-
ond leading cause of cancer death among women (after lung cancer). Being
a woman and getting older are the most important risk factors for breast
cancer, but the causes of breast cancer are unknown.

“For every person with breast cancer who has benefited from early detec-
tion and the best available care, there are many others who have not, and
will not.”

Teplitsky added, “I’d like to suggest that everybody have a New Year’s
resolution of starting to support good causes and learn about the numerous
opportunities to get involved in the community.”

See more at http://ww5.komen.org/uploadedFiles/Content_Binaries/071126
_komen_sobc_2007.pdf)

Be A Mom team runs for the cure
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Strictly TweensStrictly Tweens

11 former Israeli women ran in the CIBC Run for the Cure on October
3rd.



By SHIRI
BERKOWITZ

Sar-El was one of
the most life chang-
ing experiences I
have ever had. Prior
to travelling to Israel
for Sar-El, I had been
to the country three
times: for my bat
mitzvah; through
March of the Living;
and through Gray
A c a d e m y ’ s
Partnership Together
program. Even
though I had such a
strong connection to
the country, I had
never heard of the
Sar-El program until
just a year before I
went. 

A close friend of
mine from Winnipeg
who was drafted into
the Israeli army
became a Sar-El Madricha in 2013. Every so often I would hear stories
about the program and her life in Israel. It quickly became evident to me
that though I knew I did not want to go into the army, I wanted to have a
better understanding of what several of my friends who are in the army
were and are experiencing on a daily basis. 

I spent two weeks in Israel prior to the start of Sar-El, visiting family and
friends and touring the country. When it was time for the program to start
I met with my fellow volunteers at the Tel Aviv airport and was pleasantly
surprised to find out my friend was in fact going to be one of my
Madrichot. We quickly all grouped up, and hopped onto the bus for our
long bus ride to Bahad 1, just south of Be’er Sheva. Our madrichot
informed us that this was a very special base, as it was an officer training
base. 

Throughout the two weeks spent on the base I was able to get a bet-
ter idea of what being in the army is really like. Being a North
American volunteer on an Israeli army base, we were constantly
questioned as to why we were choosing to be there. The soldiers were
so thankful that we were there to assist them in whatever tasks we
were given. 

From day one we were working among the soldiers. Our jobs start-

ed off easy: painting shipment boxes, testing out radios, or simply just
tying up telephone cords. As the two weeks went on, our jobs got tougher
and tougher, especially as the war started in Israel. We became more use-
ful during those times, as things needed to be done faster. This made the
experience so much more real for me. Seeing the soldiers worry about their
friends – worrying about their family, brought everything to life. 

Not only did Sar-El open my eyes to the reality of life as an Israeli sol-
dier, but it connected me with seven other Jewish youth from all over the
world, with who I have stayed in touch over the last year. 

As a year has now passed since my Sar-El experience, I thought it had
truly come to an end, until just two weeks ago when I heard from one of
my friends who was just drafted into the army this spring, that she, too, has
become a Madricha for the program. Who knows what the future holds, but
maybe I will just have to embark on the experience one more time. 

Winnipegger Shiri Berkowitz describes her experience with Sar-El
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For reservations contact the synagogue at

(204) 589-6305.
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Shiri with other Sar-El volunteers and Israeli soldiers on her base
Shiri Berkowitz (right) with Baillie Shuster,
“my friend from Winnipeg and also my Sar El
Madricha”

Netanyahu pins wave of attacks on incitement by Hamas, PA

J E R U S A L E M
(JTA) -- Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu blamed
incitement by
Hamas, the
Palestinian Authority
and others for the
recent wave of
attacks on Israelis.

At a news confer-
ence Thursday night
broadcast nationally, Netanyahu said the past two days of terror
attacks throughout the country were a direct result of incitement by
those entities as well as neighboring Arab states and the Islamic
movement in Israel.

At least eight stabbing attacks have taken place over Wednesday
and Thursday.

"Terrorism didn't start today, it's been here since Zionism began.
We will defeat it," Netanyahu asserted, praising the "strong coun-
try of strong people."

Netanyahu spoke directly to the mothers of Israel, telling them
that their fear of sending their children outside is "natural," and
called on citizens to be "alert."

Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon said that terror in Israel has been
ongoing since the second intifada that began in 2000. He said of the
current terror wave: "We will not allow harm to the security of
Israeli citizens and for their lives to be disrupted."

Yaalon called the recent "lone wolf" attacks a "more complex
challenge" that requires citizens to be more alert.

Public Security Minister Gilad Erdan praised the "heroism on the
part of police and citizens."



Three years ago, my wife and I made the
biggest decision of our lives. After living all of
our married lives in Winnipeg, then 48 years, we
decided to sell out, retire and move to Toronto.
We went from working to not working, from two
cars to one car, from a house to an apartment
building, from large space to cramped space, and
from a small city to an enormous one. These
were all major changes and they occurred almost

all at the same time. The reasons were obvious: Three children, eight
grandchildren and my siblings all lived in Toronto. Now, three years since
our departure for Toronto, my wife and I returned to Winnipeg by automo-
bile for a visit this summer and our conclusion was – how sweet it was – to
be there. We never appreciated Winnipeg more. Why?

Of course, there were the obvious reactions. What a joy it was to walk
around town and be recognized by others. In Toronto, one accepts the veil
of anonymity. For some people, this might work well, but it is not a
lifestyle I value. Wherever we went, from a grocery store to a park, we
thrilled in the delight of being called by our first names. I say that you can-
not put a price on this kind of experience, but you may not realize it until
you do not have it. Just bumping into somebody we knew, however slight-
ly, was a high for me. And of course, connecting with old friends was a big
part of our trip back home. You just cannot build a relationship in a new
city and have that instant sense of the past when you are at an older age
such as we are, now over 70. It is not that they are unfriendly in Toronto,
but their lives seem to be complete without us. In Winnipeg on this visit I
loved that feeling of going into a room and suddenly someone would shout
out “Gerry, what are you doing here?” The next question was “How have
you adjusted to Toronto?” I had two ready answers that became clear to me
now that I was back in Winnipeg. The first was that we absolutely made the
right move three years ago when we moved, what with all of the close fam-
ily living there, but that does not mean I love it. The second response was
that the best thing about being in Toronto was that my children and grand-
children were there and the worst thing about being in Toronto was that my
children and grandchildren were there. Interestingly enough, all of my age-
related friends understood both answers and could identify with each. 

What immediately was noticeable on our return to Winnipeg was the
sheer ease in navigating the streets of the city. Even though Winnipeg, like

every other metropol-
itan city, is under road
construction in the
summer, we found
driving around actual-
ly pleasurable in com-
parison to Toronto.
That we did not have
to cope with major
highways, traffic
snarls and cars cutting
us off as they moved
from lane to lane was
comforting. I was
aware of the fact that
there were almost no
horns honking. All of
that added up to what
I realized the most:
the absence of noise.
Winnipeg seemed
very peaceful and
calm compared to the
hurly burly of
Toronto. Who would
not love that kind of
tranquility?

When we went to
the beach on the
August long weekend,
as in Winnipeg Beach
and Gimli, I was once
again reminded of the
simplicity of making
this kind of excursion.
It is but 80 kilometres
to Winnipeg Beach
and another ten to
Gimli. On the busiest
weekend of the year
in Gimli, for the
Icelandic Festival
known as

Islendingadagurinn, the roads were practically deserted even though the
town of Gimli was packed with people. Try returning to Toronto on any
weekend on Highway 400 from cottage country and you are in traffic for
hours. 

We found that even after three years, we just moved around as if we had
not left at all. I was astonished at our quick reintegration into Winnipeg life.
We did not think about Toronto except to lament that we wished we could
not bring our eight grandkids to Winnipeg to get a grasp on the lives we and
one of their respective parents had enjoyed for so many years. We want all
of our grandchildren (ages three to eleven) to be aware that there is anoth-
er lifestyle apart from what they have known which will give them a high
quality of life in many ways superior to their life in Toronto. Having said
all of that, we were both quite excited to come back to our new home in
Toronto. 

How Sweet It Is
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

GERRY POSNER

We are seniors
Chapter no. 73

In the Winnipeg Free Press edition of
Saturday October 3rd. 2015, there was an arti-
cle about investing. The author recommends
that you do not buy a stock that pays an
income e.g. dividends. The concept was to
defer any income tax on capital gains until
you actually sell the stock, instead of paying
tax on dividends, as they accrue. I beg to dif-
fer! I would consider this approach highly

speculative! What if the stock doesn’t grow in value? Then what have
you got to show for the risk that has been assumed?

In a previous article, I gave the example of a common stock share of
the Royal Bank of Canada. I could have just as easily chosen another out-
standing Canadian bank.

Take, for example, the TD Bank. A recent price on this share was
$51.62, with a dividend yield of 3.95%, which would be further enhanced
by the dividend tax credit. Once you have accepted the risk of owning
Canadian bank shares, why not try for growth plus income? I do not con-
sider myself a speculative investor, but a calculated risk investor! If you
really want action and risk consider the American stock market. The vol-
ume of trade is usually considerably higher than the Canadian stock mar-
ket, but the rewards can be greater. The challenge here is the current low
value of the Canadian dollar compared to the U.S. dollar. I have never
believed that gaining an education is free, particularily as it applies to the
common stock markets in Canada and the U.S. 

Another article that caught my eye in the Winnipeg Free Press edition
of October 3rd, 2015, in the Book Section, was an article about the author,
Margaret Atwood, titled “Atwood’s Dystopic Novel Disappoints”. I tried
to get a definition of the word dystopic in my World Book Encyclopedia,
but alas, I couldn’t find one. Of course I could have looked elsewhere, but
I wasn’t that motivated. The question it brought to mind was why would
I have to look up a word in a dictionary in order to understand an article
written in a newspaper or a book, for that matter. Was this a sign that the
author had a college education and was communicating with readers that
had a similar education?

I received a degree in civil engineering from the University of
Manitoba and had to pass a course in English in order to receive my
degree. Most engineers hated it. I loved it! Our instructors explained that,
although engineers were going to pursue highly technical careers, after
graduation it was important that they learn how to complete their reports
in understandable English. I hope that I have achieved this goal in “We
Are Seniors.”

While we are on the subject of education, how many seniors, have
learned to use computers? Have you kept up with your children and
grandchildren, and their use of computers? This might be of particular
interest to snowbirds. You can arrange to pay your bills that accumulate
while you are away on the internet, and keep in touch with your friends
using e-mail. There are computer courses available in the city for seniors.
Why not enroll now? It’s never too late. If you run into a problem your
children or grandchildren can give you a hand!

Enough of the serious stuff! There was the story of the man who was
taking a walk in the park and met an older man who was sitting on a park
bench and crying. So he sat beside him and tried to comfort him. 

“Why are you crying?” he asked.
“I am 88 years old, and I just married the most beautiful 23-year-old

woman. She is the most wonderful cook, and we live in the most luxuri-
ous home! Our sex life is terrific!” 

“So, why are you crying?” 
“I forgot where I live,” responded the older man.

By

HARRY WARREN



When my parents
were first married, they
lived in a little house
on a dirt road in
Dexter, Michigan.
They belonged to a
congregation in Ann
Arbor, Michigan.
When it came time for

Sukkot, my father, an engineer, designed their
congregation’s sukkah. He drew up plans for
what he called his “Dexter Portable Sukkah.”
When we were first married and showed interest
in building a sukkah, he found his blueprints,
made a copy, and sent it to us.

Several homes later, my husband still has a
copy tucked in with his portable drill. We don’t
manage to build a sukkah every year. Sometimes
we’re travelling elsewhere or illness gets in the
way, but building a sukkah is a wonderful chance
to get outside. We decorate, eat fun meals with friends, and experience fall. 

Over time, we’ve developed our routine. While it was good to cooperate
in the building as newlyweds, that got old very quickly, when a large sec-
tion of wooden sukkah fell on my head. 

Later that day, I made it all the way to a meeting with my grad school
advisor and another grad student when they looked at me and asked what
happened. I spent that afternoon at the university’s student health centre
rather than in class… After that, I stuck to decorating the sukkah and plan-
ning our social events and meals while my husband erected it on his own.
(While I am good with a drill, I’m not good at catching free-falling beams
and concussions!)

The thing about Sukkot, and sukkah building, is that this informal struc-
ture, outdoors, lends itself to making connections and building informal
community. We invite guests and eat together. Often the people we meet
and welcome become important and meaningful connections. 

In some communities, Sukkot events are carefully sculpted, with direct-
ed art activities for kids and other things for adults, without any of that ad
hoc, free-form generosity that one feels when there’s a less structured agen-
da that relies on both people and the weather to cooperate. Several years
ago, I helped plan a Sukkot activity with the New Shul. The family build-
ing the sukkah had never had one before. The potluck meal relied on all our
contributions. The meal was good but the best part was what everyone
experienced in that sukkah.

Many reveled in their chance to take up the lulav and etrog and quietly,
on their own, spend a few moments doing that mitzvah. More than one per-
son sat down to eat inside the sukkah and thanked others for this opportu-
nity. It was the only chance he or she had to do the mitzvah of sukkah that
holiday. 

The feeling of mean-
ingful celebration was
palpable. It needed no
bells or whistles or
fancy activities.
Simply getting to do
the mitzvot outside,
with supportive
friends, needed no
glitzy extras to make it
worthwhile.

It’s easy to forget that
the most meaningful
kind of Jewish event or
community building is
the chance to help con-
tribute as individuals.
We spend so much
time relying on profes-
sionals, whether it’s to
fix our cars or make
fancy restaurant meals,
that we can overlook
the pleasure found in
figuring it out and
doing it ourselves.
Sometimes there’s
great pleasure in doing
your own mitzvah –the
ultimate DIY
encounter– with the
holy. 

A model of Jewish
synagogue engage-

ment is the one where we get a
chance to contribute our unique
skills, our special abilities, and our
gifts to our community. That
requires clergy and leadership that
enable and inspire everyone to
offer of themselves. In a specific
sense, it’s asking congregants to
lead services and help organize
events rather than relying exclu-
sively on paid professional clergy
members. It’s a model that enables
learning, growth and leadership as
well as decentralizing power.

When I was a kid, there were
occasional summer Friday night
services where my rabbi would
look out into the congregation and
put us all on the spot. He’d ask one
family to step up to do the candle

lighting. Then he’d call someone else up to help lead Kiddush. He’d ask all
the kids to hop up on the bemah to lead the Shema. It was thrilling and
scary to be asked, but we felt an enormous pride, too. This was our com-
munity–and we’d contributed to making the service happen.

I believe (and research seems to back this up) that we need to stop pay-
ing our leaders to do the davening for us. Instead, if clergy and congrega-
tional leaders enable us through good leadership and teaching, to learn and
contribute to our Jewish community, we’ll be all the stronger for it. It’s this
decentralizing impulse–the notion of everyone’s backyards, filled with
sukkahs, rather than a single congregational one–that can make our com-
munal experience stronger. “Doing it yourself” can lead to a deep feeling
of pride, enjoyment, learning, and investment. We might not all be in
charge of the Dexter Portable Sukkah, but we can each choose something
we’d like to “own” ourselves.

As a community, we also need to change and decentralize the system, so
every small sukkah, or family service, or independent minyan is full of joy
in ownership. When we try to fill every pew of a large sanctuary, those
seats are full of passive participants. When we’re searching for the tenth
person to make a minyan? 

We need every body…and when you’re actively needed, you’re more
likely to feel that sense of proud contribution that makes everyone feel val-
ued. In a strong community, every body counts. Sukkot is a great chance to
start making that happen…because everyone brings something important
to the (Jewish) table.

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mother of twin preschool-
ers. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and educator. See
more of her work on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Building sukkahs together: DIY and decentralizing
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Joanne Seiff

By

JOANNE SEIFF

Model sukkahs made at the Rady JCC’s Sukkah City,
held Sept. 27
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

BERTE GINSBERG
With sadness, the fam-

ily of Berte Ginsberg (nee
Brick) announce her death
at the age of 95 on August
31, 2015 at Simkin Cen-
tre, Winnipeg.

Berte was predeceased
by her birth mother Clara
Brick (NYC), father and
second mother Phillip and
Ida Brick, her beloved

husband of 44 years, Hymie Ginsberg, her sister-in-law
Beulah Brick (Wpg) and by her daughter Machelle
(Chickie) Shapira. Left to mourn her passing and cel-
ebrate her life are her three children and their partners:
Larry and Minda Ginsberg (TO), Karen Ginsberg and
Ted Ramsay (Ottawa) and Michael and Barbara
Ginsberg (Wpg.); her 13 grandchildren and their spouses:
Allan and Gail Shapira (TO), Sidney Shapira and Denise
Belanger, Jack Shapira and Alescha Anderson (Wpg.);
Richard and Amanda Ginsberg (TO), Darrell Ginsberg
and Alanna Golden (TO), Diana Ginsberg (TO); Jeff
and Sherri Ramsay (Ottawa), Cynthia Ramsay (Van.),
Erin Ramsay and Deborah Weiss (Mont.), Stephanie
Ramsay (Ottawa); David Ginsberg ( Ottawa), Lisa and
Jenna Ginsberg (Wpg.) and her 13 great-grandchildren:
Leah (Rob) Zalin (TO), Andrea Shapira (TO), Ian
Shapira (Wpg.), Natey Shapira ( Wpg), Hannah, Zachary
and Caleb Ramsay (Ottawa), Fae Ruth Ramsay and
Charlotte Ramsay (Mont) Jacob and Arielle Ginsberg
(TO), Rafi Ginsberg (TO), and his very newly arrived
brother, Asher Benjamin, named, in part, to honor his
great grandmother’s memory. Berte took great pride
and pleasure in the accomplishments of her children
and was a loving, devoted and proud Baba to her grand
and great grandchildren, referring to them always as her
“dividends.”

Berte’s memory is also cherished by her brothers and
sisters-in-law: twin Bernie Brick (Wpg.), Jerry and
Ruth Brick (TO), Freddy and Cynthia Brick (Wpg.),
Geraldine Brick (TO) and by their children and grand-
children. Her memory is held warmly in the hearts of
her many Brick and Ginsberg (great) nieces and (great)
nephews.

The family would like to extend their appreciation to
all Berte’s caregivers at the Simkin Centre where she
resided for the last 9 years for their wonderful care. A
special thanks to Cora and Ed Kean for their help, love
and devotion to Berte in her declining years and to the
Jewish Child and Family Services which supported
Berte prior to her being admitted into care.

A funeral service was held Thursday, September 3 at
the Chesed Shel Emes and conducted by Cantor Mass
with interment at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Pall-
bearers were: grandsons David Ginsberg, Jack Shapira,
Erin Ramsay, great grandson Ian Shapira, nephews
Andrew Brick, Ira Brick, Yale Brick and great nephew
Jonathan Brick. Honorary pallbearer was her cousin
Leonard Barsky. Should friends desire, a contribution
to either the Simkin Centre, the Jewish Child and
Family Services (Wpg) or the Canadian Museum of
Human Rights would honor our mother.

NORMAN YURMAN
On September 20,

2015, with his family at
his side, Norman Yurman
passed away peacefully
at the age of 89. He leaves
behind his beloved wife,
Hedva, his daughters,
Tamar, Ayah (David),
and Mimi (Lindsey), his
grandson, Zac, his neph-
ews, Ron (Anita) and
Isaac (Judy), his nieces,
Chana (Michael) and Gail
(Rueben), his Moser fam-

ily members, Kathy (Jeff), Meita (Chris), Mark, and
the children of the extended families.

Norman was a kind, gentle man, a devoted husband,
father and friend. He was a skilled horologist and
jeweler for over 40 years. And true to his craft, Norman
had the patience of a watchmaker. He was the constant
in the lives of many, and considered family his treas-
ured jewels.

Sadly, only four months ago, Norman was prede-
ceased by his older brother, Shlomo, whom he had
cherished. Decades earlier, Norman was predeceased
by his sisters Toni, Rivka and Freda; mother, Esther;
and father, Itzchak.

At 61 Norman met the love of his life, Hedva, the
woman who would make him a proud husband and
father to her three daughters. At 65, Norman and Hedva
married, and for the next (almost) 25 years, he provided
a loving home for “his girls”. We will miss you,
Norman!

The family wishes to thank Rabbi Lander; the pall-
bearers: Zac Corne, Lindsey Corne, Ron Yurman,
Isaac Thau, Reuben Potash and Neil Symonds; Nor-
man’s compassionate and caring homecare staff:
Conrad, Germa and Michael; as well as the exceptional
staff and doctors of the Emergency and 5th floor of the
Victoria Hospital.

A graveside funeral was held on September 21st,
2015 at the Rosh Pina Cemetery.

Donations may be made to the Canadian Diabetes
Association.

 ANNE BECKER
Anne Becker, (née

Ruchitsky) 25th June,
1919 – 9th September,
2015, passed away sur-
rounded by the love of
her family at the Simkin
Centre on September 9th,
2015 in Winnipeg, Mani-
toba.

Our dearly loved and
cherished mother, grand-
mother, great-grand-
mother was the matriarch

of her family. She will be deeply missed by her sons
Allan and wife Lynne; Steven and wife Helene; grand-
children Pamela, Marissa (Mark); Lev (Christine);
Lane (Courtney), Reed (Christina); and her great grand-
children: Noam, Efram, Coen, Evabel and Ari. She was
predeceased by her husbands Louis Becker and Bill
Atnikov, as well as her brother Morry. She was also
predeceased by her aunt Doris Margolis, who was her
closest friend. She was blessed by the love of Morry’s
children, Cheryl, Brian and Debbie and Doris Margolis’s
children Penny, Reesa and Judy and all of their fami-
lies. She developed a special relationship with her
daughter-in law Sharon Atnikov. Family was the most
important thing in her life. These were her most “spe-
cial people”.

Born Anne Ruchitsky in Winnipeg in 1919, she and
her younger brother Morry grew up surrounded by a
loving family. Her father died while saving a child
from drowning when she was five. Despite this trag-
edy, she often said that the love of her family “wrapped
her up like a warm blanket”. Her family and her hard-
working mother Rose made sure that she “never went
without”.

She married Lou Becker in 1941 and after the war
they returned to Regina where they built strong ties and
lifelong friends. An extended family was always to-
gether, with her mother and grandmother living with
them.

She worked closely with husband Lou as they found
success in the restaurant business. Lou died in 1963,
leaving her responsible for the family and for the
business. She subsequently moved back to Winnipeg
to be closer to family and later, married Bill Atnikov.
Together, they were able to travel and enjoyed life until
his death in 1987.

She was so proud of her children and grandchildren,
who were able to receive higher education, an oppor-
tunity she had wanted but was unable to experience.

She remained vibrant and active well into her late
80s. Son Allan and wife Lynne were always nearby to
assist and support her as age took its toll.

She moved to assisted living at the Shaftesbury at age
89, where she had several happy years. In her last year
she moved to the Simkin Centre in January 2015,
where she was loved by all and received wonderful
care until the end of her days. She was fortunate to have
special care from Doris Frechette, a long time friend,
and Herminia Santos.

Services held Sept 10 at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue
were beautifully led by Cantor Mass. Pallbearers were
her grandsons Lev, Lane and Reed Becker, Mark
Loewen, Ben and Gerald Diamond and Matt Seftel.
Honorary pallbearers were Morley Shore, Brian Rogers,
Jerry Atnikov, Gerald Posner, Mel Newman and David
(Duvie) Davidner.

Our mom was a beautiful, optimistic, loving person;
truly adored by everyone who knew her. She was a true
inspiration. She was at peace when she passed after 96
years of a rich and wonderful life. We were blessed to
have had her in our lives. She will be lovingly remem-
bered and deeply missed.

Donations to the Anne Becker Endowment Fund will
be gratefully accepted at the Children’s Hospital Foun-
dation of Manitoba, CE501-840 Sherbrook Street Win-
nipeg, MB R3A 1S1 or online at goodbear.mb.ca

Deadline
for the

October 28
issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is

noon
Thursday, October 22

ESTHER CAPLAN
Esther Caplan (née

Gelmon) July 2 1922 -
Sep 22 2015 (6 Tammuz
5682 - 9 Tishrei 5776)
died just before Kol
Nidrei on Erev Yom
Kippur. Dear wife of the
late Benjamin Caplan z''l.
Beloved mother of
Cynthia Bluman
(George), Tom Caplan
(Brenda), Debbie Israel

(Robert). Cherished grandmother of 10 and great-
grandmother of 14. Devoted daughter, sister, grand-
daughter, wife, mother, grandmother, great-grand-
mother and aunt. Esther will be remembered for her
unwavering devotion to family, compassion and sup-
port. She was always there for all of us. She was a
passionate and extraordinary cook and baker.

 Esther spent her last years at Louis Brier Home and
Hospital in Vancouver, where she was extremely well
cared for and felt at home. She was lovingly visited
there by family every day.

Esther was laid to rest on Sept. 25, 2015 beside her
beloved Ben at Shaarey Zedek Cemetery in Winnipeg,
with family in attendance. She was tearfully eulogized
by eldest grandson Rabbi Hillel Lavery-Yisraeli, eld-
est granddaughter Yonina Juni, and son Tom. She
would have been so proud.
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MEMORIAMS
 WEEK OF

OCTOBER  14

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID BAKER
who passed away
October 17, 2002

12 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Gerry, son Les, son-in-law
Jack,  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DR. MORRIS

BRODER
We love you dearly and miss
you every day!
— Your loving wife Shirley,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit

Yud Ches Tishrei

In loving memory of

ANN

DUTKEVICH
Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

15th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE

ERENBERG
who passed away
October 20, 2009

2 Days in Chesvan
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MARLA

FEINSTEIN
who passed away
November 2, 1995

Our hearts still ache with the
pain of your leaving
The tears are silent…
But you will forever be
Remembered by  your loving
parents and famly.

20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY

GOLDBERG
who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

RUTH MINUK
who passed away
October 12, 2010
4 Days in Chesvan

We will always love
and miss you
— Your children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL

(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST

STEIN
who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

8 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
18 Days in Chesvan

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your Loving Children, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY

LOWENSTEIN
who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA

LOWENSTEIN
who passed away

November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

10th Yahrzeit 11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

BROWN
who passed away

November 10, 1986
8 Days in Cheshvan, 5747

—  Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LOUIS PAISNER
who passed away
October 31, 1957

5 days in Cheshvan, 5718
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam

SARA

BERKAL
who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi

LOUIS BERKAL
who passed away

October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

OCTOBER 21In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EARL I.
ESSERS L.L.B.

October 30, 1921 -
November 2, 2008

4 days in Cheshvan 5769
— In loving memory of my
dear husband who is always
in my heart.
- Beverley

In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARA LANTZ
who passed away
November 3, 1995

10 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
PFEFFER
who passed away

November 10, 1962
13 Days in Cheshvan

You are not forgotten
Nor ever will be
As long as life and memory last
We will miss and remember
thee.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

JOSEPH

BERGMAN
who passed away
November 2, 2009

15 Days in Chesvan
There will never be another
one to replace you in our hearts.
— Your loving wife Dorothy,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYDNEY

SARBIT
who passed away
November 9, 2003

14 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren,
relatives and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RITA LEPKIN
who passed away
October 24, 2014
30 days in Tishri

– Ever remembered and dearly
missed by her niece Rozanne.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LEON

SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit
Israel news

Thursday night, militants from the Al-
Aqsa Martyrs’ Brigades – the armed
wing of Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah

party – shot and killed a young Jewish-Israeli husband and wife, Rabbi
Eitam and Naama Henkin.

At the time, the Henkins, both in their early 30s, were driving through the
northern West Bank to their home in the settlement of Neria. The couple’s
four children, ages 4 months to 9 years, were in the car and witnessed the
attack. They were lightly wounded and evacuated to a hospital.

Two days later, after Shabbat ended, a terrorist killed two men in the Old
City of Jerusalem. Aharon Bennett, a 22-year-old Israeli soldier, was on the
way to the Western Wall when he, his wife and their two sons were
attacked. He was off duty and out of uniform. His wife, Adele, 21, was seri-
ously wounded and underwent emergency surgery.

The second victim, Nehemia Lavi, 41, was stabbed and killed when he
tried to fend off the terrorist with a gun. Police shot and killed the terror-
ist, a 19-year-old law student.

And on Sunday, a Jewish teenager was wounded in a stabbing attack in
Jerusalem’s Old City. He was rushed to the hospital, and his attacker was
killed by police.

Tensions have been high over conflict at the Temple Mount.
The two attacks followed weeks of tension over access to Jerusalem’s

Temple Mount, the holy site known to Muslims as Haram al-Sharif. Israel
barred a violent Islamic protest group from the mount in early September,
setting off demonstrations, stone throwing and arrests, and leaving one
dead and dozens injured. Hours before Rosh Hashanah, Israeli police
uncovered a stockpile of pipe bombs, firebombs and rocks that they feared
would be aimed at Jewish worshippers.

In the unrest’s wake, Israel heightened police presence in Jerusalem’s
Old City. The government also passed a law that allows police to fire more
quickly on Palestinian stone throwers, as well as increasing prison sen-
tences and fines on the stone throwers.

Violence at the Temple Mount has since died down, but rhetoric around
it remains tense. Arab Knesset member Jamal Zahalka was shown in a
video shouting epithets at Jewish visitors to the mount on Tuesday. And in
dueling speeches to the United Nations last week, Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas
each accused the other side of upsetting the delicate balance at the site.

In response, Israeli leaders are talking tough and clamping down.
Israeli rhetoric has intensified following the attacks. Following the

killing of the Henkins, Transportation Minister Yisrael Katz wrote Friday
on Facebook: “The government will take every necessary step to strength-
en security and settlement, and the Palestinians will pay a heavy price.
Whoever wants to cross a line will realize he is on the losing side.”

On Sunday, Katz, who filled in for Netanyahu during the prime minis-
ter’s trip to the U.N., wrote on Facebook that he supports “heightened
steps” against Palestinian terror following the attacks, including destroying
the terrorists’ homes and placing a curfew on their neighborhoods.

The attacks even prompted harsh words from the normally conciliatory
Israeli president, Reuven Rivlin. 

At a eulogy at Lavi’s funeral on Sunday, Rivlin said Israeli would find
and punish terrorists.

“Our enemies know how to hurt us, but will not defeat us,” he said. “The
fight against terrorism requires determination and inner fortitude. We will
reach the killers of the innocent and pure, and we will reach their inciters
and their dispatchers, and will deliver them a stinging blow.”

Israel took action, too. After the Saturday-night attack, the police barred
most Palestinians from Jerusalem’s Old City for Sunday and Monday.
Access was restricted to Israeli citizens, tourists, students, Old City resi-
dents and those doing business in the Old City. In addition, all Muslim men
under age 50 were barred from the Temple Mount for Sunday and Monday.

But this has happened before – only to fade.
The past week’s events have dominated the news and gotten Israelis fear-

ing the outbreak of broader Palestinian violence. On Saturday night, Israeli
Knesset opposition leader Isaac Herzog wrote on Facebook that “we’re at
the opening of a third intifada.” 

The first two violent Palestinian uprisings, in the late 1980s and early
2000s, left thousands of Israelis and Palestinians dead. A third wave would
destroy the relative calm that Israelis have become accustomed to since the
second intifada ended a decade ago.

But though violence has risen recently, it won’t necessarily worsen.
Previous bouts have made Israelis concerned about an intifada, only to
wane after a few weeks. 

Last year saw a string of terrorist attacks in Jerusalem that did not spark
wider unrest. And a wave of riots across the West Bank, prompted by the
death of a Palestinian detainee in Israeli custody, led to the same fears in
2013, but the protests fizzled.

Israelis and Palestinians can only hope that this time will be similar.

Third intifada
Continued from page 1.

Israeli man seriously
hurt in West Bank

stabbing
J E R U S A L E M

(JTA) -- An Israeli
man was stabbed in the
back and seriously
wounded near the West
Bank city of Hebron.

Israeli security ser-
vices are searching for
the suspected attacker,
who was identified by
Israel's Channel 2 as a
Palestinian resident of
the city. He fled the
scene following
Wednesday after-
noon's stabbing at the
entrance to Kiryat
Arba, a Jewish settle-
ment adjacent to
Hebron. 



“Flowers in the Blood”
By Gay Courter
628 pages
first published in 1990
paperback edition published in
2002
Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN

As the founder of the “People
of the Book” book club at the
Rady JCC, I’ve always felt an
obligation to read every book that
is the subject for discussion of the
club.

I’m told though, that it was very
difficult to obtain copies
of “Flowers in the Blood”
in advance of the first
meeting of the club
(Wednesday, October 14).
There weren’t many
copies available in
Winnipeg, it turned out.
The Winnipeg library sys-
tem has only two copies
of the book and McNally
Robinson didn’t have any
copies in the store. 

Thus, the likelihood is
that very few of the indi-
viduals who might have
wished to have read this
book in advance of the
book club would have
been able to obtain a copy
(unless, like me, they did-
n’t mind reading an e-
book.)

Having said that, let me
urge anyone who loves
historical fiction to con-
sider getting this book. As
someone who has read a
great many books by tal-
ented Jewish female writ-
ers in recent years as a
result of having my horizon greatly expanded by the “People of the Book”
club, I can say without equivocation that there are so many great Jewish
female writers in the area of historical fiction that I am eternally grateful
for having been exposed to some of them, albeit somewhat later in my life
than I might have otherwise wished.

With that out of the way, here is a brief description of “Flowers in the
Blood”: The heroine of the novel is Dinah Sassoon, who is born into a
wealthy Calcutta family, originally of Iraqi ancestry. In fact, in doing her
research for this novel, Gay Courter relied heavily on documentation about
Jewish life in India. There were three distinct groups of Jews in India,
beginning with “Bene Israel”, who may have arrived in India as long ago
as 3,000 years ago. There were also the “Cochin” Jews, who arrived some-
what later. Finally there were Jews from Iraq, who first began immigrating
to India in the 17th Century.

I was surprised to learn that Calcutta was nothing but a small fishing vil-
lage until the 19th Century. In the book the Sassoons derive the bulk of their
income from the sale of opium, which was a perfectly legal enterprise until
the 20th Century, although it is true that Chinese Emperors fought bitterly
to prevent the British from expanding the opium trade into China.

While Dinah Sassoon is born into a life of great luxury, in short order her
life is interrupted by terrible tragedy, as she discovers that her young moth-
er has been murdered in her bed – apparently while she was herself in an
opium-induced stupor.

Throughout the remaining pages of the book Dinah is thrust into a series
of sudden life-changing events, including two arranged marriages. (The
first, it turns out, is with a gracious gentleman who, unfortunately, turns out
to prefer the company of men.) As she matures, Dinah gains in self-confi-
dence and begins to assert herself. When she eventually meets someone
who seems to be an almost perfect match, Edwin Salem, her destiny does
seem to be assured.

But, what would a great romantic novel be without an endless series of
tragedies befalling its protagonist? Along with her never-ending struggle to
find her place amidst a highly paternalistic society, be it Jewish, Indian, or

British, our heroine discovers the beauty of India. If nothing else this book
is a gorgeous travelogue, as the author takes the reader on a spellbinding
tour of an exotic land.

Finally, there is also a great mystery underlying the story of Dinah’s
ongoing determination to carve a place for herself as a successful woman
who, while anxious to please the various men in her life, beginning with
her father and later her husband, is continually haunted by her memory of
her mother’s murder.

The final part of the novel delves deeply into the opium trade. To her
credit the author lets the reader decide whether the individuals who were
involved in what we would now probably consider to be an immoral busi-
ness should be judged by modern standards. Dinah herself is torn by the
dilemma of knowing that her family’s wealth is being earned through
addicting hundreds of millions of opium smokers.

Yet, as the author notes in her afterword, some of America’s leading fam-
ilies derived their fortunes by ferrying opium in ships during the 19th

Century.
“Flowers in the Blood” is rich on so many layers: as a history of Jewish

life in India; as a description of a hugely exotic land; as an examination of
a business that was as accepted in its time as slavery was in an earlier peri-
od; as a beautiful romance – between Dinah and Edwin; and finally, as a
murder mystery that is eventually solved.

If you were planning on reading this novel in time for the book club, but
found that you either couldn’t obtain a copy or were put off by the number
of pages in the book, let me suggest you reconsider. Like so many of the
other books that have been the subjects of discussion in the club, once I
started reading “Flowers in the Blood”, I couldn’t wait to get back to it each
day. In fact I read the entire book in less than a week, as I couldn’t wait to
find out what happens to Dinah. 

Richly woven novel depicts Jewish life in late 19th Century India
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Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 204-694-3332  for

information.

Quiet mature professional
woman, bubbie-to-be looking

to house-sit or rent from
January to April 2016.

Non-smoker, references
Please contact Fern

1-613-722-7992
outdoorsfg@gmail.com

HOUSE  SIT OR RENT
WINTER 2016

Gay Courter



The following essay, written by Gray Academy student Elliot
Kimelman, is this year’s winner of the Mina Rosner essay contest. 

No matter the nation that one may reside, or colour of their skin, or their
religion, every human has a global citizenship. The unimaginable atrocities
that took place during the Shoah were a shocking reminder that the world
has seemed to forget that humankind is one. The unity of human beings is
not a new issue to humankind. Since the beginning of recorded history,
there have been divides between people of all race, sex, and class. The
divides have become strong enough to the point where they lead to wars
and mass murders. Many ask themselves why civilizations have repeated-

ly built themselves upon separation. Perhaps greed, power, or ego? The
question has not been answered to this day. A degree of divide between
people is natural and can be beneficial, however at the moment when one
stops caring about others, or regards them as sub-human, atrocities and
injustices begin to take place. 

The idea of global citizenship and a unity of humankind is not easily
digested by many people. In western society at least, for as advanced as one
may think it is, there is a lack of compassion between people. The divide
between the rich and the poor is becoming greater. The split of different
religions is becoming stronger. And the indifference that one feels to anoth-
er is ever more concerning. The idea that one human being is less of a
human than another is where most of this prevalent indifference and preju-
dice stems. In less developed nations, the indifferent feelings between one
person to another is often embedded even stronger in popular belief. The
sheer lack of compassion can be seen in populations from every country,
and its severity is increasingly concerning. Just as the Nazis saw the Jews
as sub-human, vast amounts of the global population see others as “less”
than them. 

Indifference itself is never the sole reason of genocide and injustice, how-
ever it plays a crucial role in the severity of these crimes. One does not
need a large amount of support to commit evil, however it is easy to do
incredible harms if there is no backlash from the general population. The
lack of interest and compassion from one man to another very quickly leads
to silence. This very silence paves the road to an allowance of whatever
injustices and murder take place. This lack of backlash within a general
population or even the entire globe rots at the trust and strength that
humanity should hold as one. The Shoah is a clear example of how the lack
of compassion from other nations, and each citizen of those countries,
allowed Hitler to carry out his plans without considerable interruption. The
same principles can be applied to any genocide, such as the 

Cambodian Genocide, Holodomor, and Rwandan Genocide. 
All genocides in modern history share the same characteristic. They

could have all been stopped by the global community if it came together to
fight for the freedom and lives of the citizens of the troubled nations. The
global community repeatedly did not unify in order to combat the horren-
dous injustices. Many nations create excuses time and time again, howev-
er in reality there is no excuse to ignore other people’s suffering, especial-
ly when it is on a grand scale. Not only do individuals often feel indiffer-
ent to others, but nations as a whole can normalize these feelings within a
large population. 

There is a line that must be crossed for any mass genocide to take place.
Genocides never emerge out of nowhere, there is always a regime, or even
a single person behind it all. When the perpetrator becomes supported by
the government, or becomes the government all together, the entire social
and political web becomes destroyed. This leaves room for unimaginable
injustices to take place. When the perpetrator controls the governing body
of a nation, there is no longer a way for the population to properly defend
itself. The changing of laws, and unjust use of the military essentially traps
the population in a place that they once felt safe in. Governments are a nec-
essary body needed for any functioning society. Governments control and
regulate most affairs, and because of the shear power of a government,
every precaution must be taken in order to prevent it from becoming cor-
rupt. This is no easy task, as even in 2015 in today’s society there are many
governments of extreme corruption located on all continents of the world. 

Indifference can be related back to government rule. Just as developed
countries during World War II did not fight against Germany’s Nazi
regime, citizens in Germany did not stand up for their fellow Jewish,
homosexual, Roma, and disabled neighbors. They felt indifferent to those
who were being treated like vermin. Many did not have enough compas-
sion in their hearts to help. This is a minor issue if only a small proportion
of the population houses this indifference, but when an overbearing major-
ity of a population does, the serious consequences quickly unfold. 

A part of what makes a human is the ability to learn from one’s mistakes.
Humanity as a whole often learns from its mistakes. However, on the sub-
ject of power, prejudice, and indifference, humanity has not been able to
learn from the past. Zachor: Remember; as they say, if no one remembers,
humanity is sure to quickly repeat the mistakes from the past, to never learn
from its faults. Modern civilization is far from perfect, but every person
who learns and remembers past injustices is more likely to protect and fight
against future injustices. The world is far from fair and equal in many parts.
Change must be created. From the Shoah, it is easy to see how many par-
allels are taking place in inhumane countries like Syria. The powerful
lessons from the Shoah of the extreme potential of indifference, and the
mutilation of a healthy social construct and government are present in
today’s society. These lessons should be learned by humanity, taught to
future generations, and used as protective education against future geno-
cides happening around the world. 

Mina Rosner essay contest winner

“How events and lessons of the Shoah are relevant to present day life” 
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  6:00 PM  Reception   Silent Auction 

            7:15 PM Dinner     
     RBC Convention Centre 
     375 York Ave. 
   Tickets: $50.00 each   

Holy Names House of Peace 

Thursday, November 5, 2015  

A refuge in the heart of the city 

Invites you to our 
 

GUEST SPEAKER: CAROLYN LINDNER  

We envision a world of Justice, Tenderness and Communion 
Proceeds benefit Holy Names House of Peace programs. 

Charitable Organization Registration No. 85298 2578 RR0001 
 

Holy Names House of Peace/ 211 Edmonton Street/ Winnipeg, MB/ R3C 1R4 
(204)942-5535/hope04@shaw.ca 

Carolyn Lindner will be speaking about 
.  Carolyn was born and raised in Winnipeg.  

She received her degrees in Psychology and Education at 
the University of Winnipeg.  She is an inner-city special 
education teacher.  In 2012, she contracted an illness that 
threatened her life.  She survived, but at a cost; she 
walked out of the hospital on prosthetic legs and with a 
damaged lung. Determined to thrive, not just to survive, 
she resumed her role as a wife and mother and as an 
active member of the community, living life to its fullest. 

House of Peace fundraiser
By CAROLYN (BRANDES) LINDNER

A little over year ago I gave a talk to a woman’s interfaith group at
the House of Peace. A few days later Sister Lesley contacted me to say
that she was touched by my story, and asked if I would be willing to
be the keynote speaker at the 2015 House of Peace gala dinner at the
RBC Convention Center. 

I said “yes” without hesitation. My family and I were invited to
attend last year’s gala. It was a very powerful evening. Sister Lesley
spoke and the “neighbors” (residents) all took part in creating this
event. Those in attendance were deeply and emotionally moved by one
particular resident, who told of her journey and how the House of
Peace had helped her to find her place in Canada. 

We walked away, wondering why more people didn’t know more
about this social, interfaith resource. Sister Lesley has created a refuge
- a welcoming place for women to live. These women have fled from
dangerous situations in their home countries. 

I have spent time at the House of Peace with the “neighbors”. These
women are young, strong and vibrant individuals who are anxious to
make a new start in Canada. These women have had to overcome
adversity in a short time and seem to have done it with grace. I was
impressed with their vibrancy and spirit and the fact that the House of
Peace gives them a sense of community and support in their transition.
This community support resonated with me, as I was given a lot of
support and encouragement by our own Jewish community during my
own period of recovery from my own personal struggle.



If you’ve lived in this burg for
any length of time and haven’t
ever heard of family Leipsic,
you’re either not much interest-
ed in the wonderful world of
sports or you’ve just recently
arrived from points afar. Allow
me to introduce them.

There are three children:
Brendan, 21, is a first-class

Maple Leafs’ prospect who is presently plying his trade in
the American Hockey League with the Toronto Marlies.
The speedy left-winger was a junior scoring sensation
with the Portland Winterhawks of the Western Hockey
League, who was initially drafted in the third round (89th
overall) by the Nashville Predators.

Then there is younger brother Jeremey, 18, who also
embraces the dream of one day making it at the pro level.
No, he doesn’t drive a Zamboni, but the 5’8” and 145 lb.
speed merchant has no difficulty finding the net. Last sea-
son the former member of the AAA Midget Winnipeg
Wild, who is a left-handed shooting forward, was the
league’s leading scorer, potting 20 goals and adding 64
assists. No, the playmaker-stat is not an error; nor is the
fact that the 2015 Jewish Athlete of the Year finalist
recorded a plus-minus rating of plus-54, which underlines the fact that the kid
plays a strong two-way game, working hard at both ends of the ice. No sur-
prise that Leipsic was also named to the league’s 1st All-Star team.

Sister Emma, 17, has participated in gymnastics for over 14 years and is a
member of the Panther Gymnastics club. At the 2014 Manitoba Open compe-
tition last year, Emma, also a former Jewish Athlete of the Year finalist, won
multiple awards, such as placing first all-round and capturing gold medals in
the vault, bars, beam and floor. Other awards too numerous to mention fol-
lowed the little lady.

The kids’ mom was no slouch when it came to sporting competitions either.
Kathleen was one of Canada’s top gymnasts in the early 1980’s and was a
member of the Canadian Olympic gymnastics team that competed at the 1984
Olympics in Los Angeles. 

Father Greg played high school and junior football and some hockey. His
sister Tracy was a former member of the River Heights Speed Skating Club
and a well-known Canadian champion.

Early last week I decided to get in touch with Greg Leipsic, B.A. who
is now President and CEO of Junior Achievement Manitoba and had him
bring me up to date as to the present status of his ultra-athletic offspring.

Since Jeremey was no longer eligible to play hockey at the Midget
level, I somehow presumed that he might show up this fall with one of
the Manitoba Junior Hockey League teams. Not so. As it turned out I
noticed his name on the roster of a Junior A team in the BCHL (British
Columbia Hockey league). The kid has played in seven games thus far
and has a single goal and three assists with the Powell River Kings; so I
inquired of Greg how it came to pass that he’s now doing his thing on the
West Coast.

“Jeremy’s goal is to secure a NCAA hockey scholarship,” he said. “ He
was drafted by the Portage Terriers of the MJHL, Junior A league and had
the opportunity to play there this season. He also had a number of teams
in the BCHL inviting him to come play out there. Jeremey did a lot of
research, had a series of phone calls and conversations with different
hockey folks and then decided to go to Powell River. They have an excel-
lent reputation, terrific coaches and Powell is a beautiful area.”

As for my curiosity regarding an 18-year-old furthering his education,
dad explained that Jeremey would be taking classes at Vancouver Island
University at the Powell River campus. This is the first time that he will
be pursuing a hockey career away from Manitoba.

Having followed Brendan’s career for some time, I wondered if Greg
might share with me how well he is dealing with the mid-February trade
from Nashville, which selected him in the third round of the 2012 NHL
draft, to Toronto.

“Brendan was surprised to be traded but embraced the opportunity to
go to an organization that was (at present) rebuilding. He was disap-
pointed to be sent back by the Leafs (early in the training camp) but
understands the approach the Leafs are taking with prospects to let them
‘over grow’ in the AHL and so, when they do get the call up to the NHL,
they are ready to play their permanently,” he said.

Now that the AHL Manitoba Moose are part of our local hockey scene,
the Leipsic gang will have that rare opportunity of watching their eldest
play four times when the Marlies pay a visit to the MTS Centre. 

In the category of surprises, I had heard that the family’s 17-year-old
daughter Emma, their shining gymnast, had been awarded a scholarship
at the University of Illinois in Chicago for 2016, and decided to query
Greg about that windfall. But as we all know, life sometimes gets in the
way when we least expect it.

To wit: “Emma actually just retired from gymnastics,” explained Greg.

“A number of injuries that she had began to
take their toll on her body and forced her to
retire. She did have a scholarship but will not
be using it. Once she decided to give up gym-
nastics, she set her mind to making her high
school hockey women’s team at Vincent
Massey High School. Emma competed at a
high level of hockey when she was eight, nine,
and ten years old - often playing on boys’
teams. So, after a seven-year layoff, she skat-
ed five days a week this summer and worked
out with her brothers every day. She per-
formed well at the tryouts and made the team
and we look forward to watching her this sea-
son.”

As for Greg (who is Michael Leipsic’s son),
his playing days are over, but he has other high
profile responsibilities to which he must
attend. That, in addition to having to explain to
an inquisitive reporter what that might entail:

“For over 58 years Junior Achievement
Manitoba, as the largest youth business educa-
tion organization in the province and country
has been inspiring and preparing more than
10,000 youth each year to succeed in an ever-

changing global economy,” he informed.
“Last year in over 200 schools, students benefitted from JA programs. These

educational programs were delivered by over 200 dedicated volunteers from
the business community who gave 2,000 hours of their time in school and
after school.

“We teach three main areas: Financial literacy, work readiness, and
Entrepreneurship.” 

Geez. Greg should have gone into teaching. I hope there isn’t going to be
any finals for me to write. Or summer schools to attend.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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A family that plays together, stays together, and enriches each other 

Back row: Dad Greg with daughter
Emma. Front row, l-r: Jeremey next to
mom Kathleen and Brendan.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



By BERNIE BELLAN
One of the most intriguing acts invited to Tarbut this year is “Baladino”,

a group of five Israeli musicians who play a style of music that might be
considered a fusion of a myriad of musical influences.

First formed four years ago, the members of Baladino are currently in the
midst of what producer and string player Tomer (Thomas) Moked
described to me as a wildly successful tour of American cities of varying
sizes.

(You can actually hear samples of Baladino’s music on their website,
www.baladino.com.)

Recently I had the chance to speak with Tomer Moked while the group
was somewhere in Minnesota.

I asked Tomer how the five members of the group came together. 
They each knew each other from having played separately in Tel Aviv.

“The cool thing about Tel Aviv,” he noted, “is that it’s a very small city.

Most of the musicians know each other. If you
don’t know someone, you heard about him.”

On the group’s website it says that its mem-
bers hail “from Berlin and Tel Aviv”, so I won-
dered whether any of Baladino’s members were
either German-born or now live in Germany.
Tomer explained that he and Yael Badash, who
is the group’s singer, are a couple who have
made Berlin their home these past three years;
thus the “Berlin” reference. 

“We tour quite a bit” though, he said, “so if
you ask me where I live, I live on the road.”

“We call ourselves a Mediterranean folk
ensemble,” Tomer added, “because we repre-
sent not only the music or beauty of Israel, we
represent the music of the Mediterranean, of
the Middle East.

According to the group’s website, “With
stunning vocals, unexpected instruments, and a
pitch-perfect sense of arrangement, the Israeli
group melds everything from Egyptian darbuka
to Armenian duduk, from Ladino classics to
rarely heard tunes, into a sonically vibrant,
organic whole. During Baladino’s live perfor-
mances, songs often form a jumping-off point
for instrumental improvisations driven by
Mediterranean-Gypsy grooves, yet embracing
rock and electronic influences.”

“I’m playing my Jewish heritage music,”
Tomer noted, but it was always frustrating for
him living in Israel, staring at the borders of
“enemy” countries, and not being able to share
in the cultures of countries from which so many
Israelis had come. 

It was only since he and Yael moved to Berlin
they have come in contact with so many
“amazing musicians from countries like Iran
and Syria”. 

At the same time the “Ladino” influence in
their music is largely Yael’s doing. “She has a
big collection of Ladino songs and when I was
listening to them with her I was amazed at how
these Ladino songs came from North Africa,
from Turkey, so in a way playing music of what
I would call a “Diaspora” culture put us in
touch with our roots.”

During their concerts Yael sings in both
Ladino and Hebrew, Tomer said.

In addition to performing in concert Baladino
conducts workshops in schools whenever it
tours. “What happens is the kids get so excited
they go home and tell their parents to come to
our concerts,” he explained.

The versatility of the band members will be
on full display during the November 19 concert
here, Tomer suggested. Altogether there are a
total of 25 different instruments that the mem-
bers of Baladino will have with them.

Sounds like a can’t miss concert, I’d say.
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Baledino to bring old language of Ladino to life at Tarbut

The five members of Baladino – all Israeli-
born, although two of the group’s members
now call Berlin home.


