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North end Jewish population has dropped 58% in ten years

By BERNIE BELLAN
In my ongoing search to establish verifiable data about both the size

of our Jewish population and where we live, I have been working with
a statistician from StatsCan to produce tables of information that had
not previously existed.

Using data that were gathered during the 2011 National Household
Survey, but which had to be produced from previously unmined sta-
tistics, we now have a much better picture of how our Jewish popula-
tion in Winnipeg skews, both by age and geographical location.

The data that have been produced identify Jews by religious affilia-
tion, not ethnic identification. As I’ve reported previously, there is a
considerable discrepancy between the figures for the number of indi-

viduals who reported they are Jewish by religion as opposed to Jewish
by ethnicity in the 2011 National Household Survey. The total number
of individuals in Winnipeg who said they were Jewish by religion in
2011 was 10,550. (In 2001 the figure was 12,660.) The number who
said they were Jewish by ethnicity in 2011 was 11,750. (In 2001 the
figure was 14,440.) In both cases – whether by religious affiliation or
ethnic identification, however, the trend is absolutely the same: Our
population is down – and not just by a small amount either.

I’ve reproduced tables on this page that show the size of our Jewish
population in 2011 according to religious affiliation, broken down

Continued on page 23. See “StatsCan”.

Etz Chayim/Shaarey Zedek merger talks getting serious
By MYRON LOVE

After a couple of years of informal discus-
sions, the prospect of a merger between
Winnipeg’s two largest congregations has
moved to a new level. Congregation Etz
Chayim and the Shaarey Zedek have hired
Bob Freedman – newly retired as CEO of
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg – to
serve as a consultant for the merger negoti-
ations and an architect has been brought on
board to help the two congregations deter-
mine if a merger and construction of a new
synagogue building in south Winnipeg is
feasible.

The Shaarey Zedek – with a membership
of about 1,000 – has been at its current
location on the southeast corner of
Academy and Wellington Crescent since
1949.

Etz Chayim – which numbers just over
500 families – was formed 12 years ago
through the merger of the Rosh Pina, Beth
Israel and Bnay Abraham Congregations –
at the time the three largest congregations
in north Winnipeg. The congregation is
based in the former Rosh Pina building on
Matheson east of Main Street. The Rosh
Pina building was erected in 1952.

The Etz Chayim leadership – and their
predecessors at the Rosh Pina – have been
musing about relocating to south Winnipeg

for many years already. Jonathan Buchwald,
the congregation’s executive director,
reports that membership has been slowly
declining over the years (except for the tem-
porary bump in membership as a result of
Continued on page 2. See “Merger talks”.

This vacant building on the Asper Campus,
formerly a provincial government office
buiding,  sits on a site that may eventually
serve as the lcoation for a new synagogue.
The building, however, presents remeda-
tion problems due to asbestos contained
within.
Sources tell The Jewish Post & News that,
while the Asper Campus is the likely loca-
tion for a new synagogue (the Shaarey
Chayim? the Etz Zedek?), it is the south-
east corner of the campus grounds rather
than the site occupied by the white build-
ing that those in favour of a new syna-
gogue prefer for their new synagogue.

Religion by Age Groups for the Jewish Population in Winnipeg Federal Electoral Districts
2011 National Household Survey
Federal Electoral Districts Total - Jewish Religion Under 15 15 to 24    25 to 54   25 to 34    35 to 44    45 to 54      55 to 64 65+
Kildonan-St. Paul 1,390 70 175 390 80 120 195 290 460
Winnipeg North / Winnipeg-Nord 440 60 60 150 45 55 45 110 65
Charleswood-St. James-Assiniboia-Headingley 395 55 45 195 40 55 100 50 50
Elmwood-Transcona 110 35 0 65 45 20 10 0 0
St Boniface-St Vital / St-Boniface-St-Vital 385 75 25 205 100 70 30 50 35
Winnipeg Centre / Winnipeg-Centre 425 35 60 210 80 40 90 95 25
Winnipeg South / Winnipeg-Sud 720 210 75 315 65 155 95 45 75
Winnipeg South Centre / Winnipeg-Centre-Sud 6,685 890 965 2,015 490 550 980 1,120 1,690
Total 10,550 1,430 1,405 3,545 945 1,065 1,545 1,760 2,400
Comparable data from 2001 Census
Federal Electoral Districts Total - Jewish Religion
Kildonan-St. Paul 3,205
Winnipeg North / Winnipeg-Nord 845
Charleswood-St. James-Assiniboia-Headingley 290
Elmwood-Transcona 85
Saint Boniface-Saint Vital / Saint-Boniface-Saint-Vital 240
Winnipeg Centre / Winnipeg-Centre 520
Winnipeg South / Winnipeg-Sud 485
Winnipeg South Centre / Winnipeg-Centre-Sud 6,990
Total 12,660

} north end 
constituencies

} north end 
constituencies

New data from StatsCan tells us more about our Winnipeg Jewish community:
Our population is way down, not up!



A look at local Jewish school trustee candidates 

This year there are
five Jewish candi-
dates (that we know
of) who are running
for school trustee positions in various Winnipeg school divisions. 

Ed. note: In no way are we suggesting that anyone vote for a partic-
ular candidate simply because he or she is Jewish. Rebeca had origi-
nally wanted to profile one canddiate in particular, but I said to her: If
we’re going to profile one, we’re going to profile them all.

Here’s a look at all five:
Sheri Oberman is running in Winnipeg. School Division Ward 1

(south River Heights).
Having grown up in the north end at a time “when there was a syn-

agogue on every second corner,” she says,  Oberman is a mother of
two young adult children. 

Oberman has worked as an inner city teacher, in the Jewish school
system, in First Nations communities, in Stony Mountain Penitentiary,
in rural Franco-Manitoba, in rural Mennonite Manitoba, and at uni-
versities.

The first thing Oberman said she would change if given the oppor-
tunity is “getting the provincial government to do away with grades
and institute portfolio assessment around transparent standards of
achievement”. (Ed. note: Considring that Manitoba students ranked
last in Canada in science, math, and reading skills, one wonders
whether that’s such a good idea.) I’d dissolve the class size restrictions
in early years classrooms put into place at the provincial level.” 

Kevin Freedman is running in Ward 5 of the Winnipeg School
Division. Its boundaries are Main St. to the east, Sargent Ave. to the
north, Empress Ave. to the west, and Portage Ave. to the south.

As a high school dropout, Kevin Freedman can relate to kids who
have struggled in school and to those that have not felt challenged
enough. He, like many, later went to university as a mature student.

Today, Freedman holds a Master’s degree in non-profit management
and public administration. He has many years of experience sitting on
community and corporate boards, including the Assiniboine Credit
Union and the Sexuality Education Resource Centre. 

Freedman is president of the University of Winnipeg Alumni Council
and president of MGEU Local 136 (Manitoba Government and
General Employees’ Union – Main Street Project).

Freedman (33) is newly married to Ratna Ningrum (Arum), a recent
immigrant to Canada from Indonesia. 

Claudia Sarbit is a long time resident and trustee in the Seven Oaks
School Division. She has two children who attended schools in Seven
Oaks, one in the early French Immersion Program and one in the
Hebrew Bilingual Program. 

If re-elected, Sarbit would like to focus, for one, on reducing the tax
burden. “Although we spend approximately $1000 less per pupil than
the provincial average, our taxpayers pay some of the highest school

taxes in the province because of our low commercial tax base,” said
Sarbit. “If I had the opportunity, I’d immediately reform the funding
formula to reduce the burden of school taxes on Seven Oaks residen-
tial property owners.

“I’m dedicated to the Seven Oaks community and want to...ensure
each and every child enjoys success at school and beyond, and that
the division maximizes children’s aptitudes, talents, and abilities.” 

Sheila Billinghurt is running in the Pembina Trails School Division.
With over 40 years experience as a principal and educator, Sheila
Billinghurst has a broad understanding of Winnipeg’s school system. 

Billinghurst has taught Grades 3-4, as well as at Red River
Community College and Adult Centre. 

Currently, she is a faculty advisor at the University of Manitoba’s
Faculty of Education, a position she has held for the past eight years. 

“I am passionate about inspiring personal growth through the devel-
opment of life-long learning through the education system,” said
Billinghurst. 

Billinghurst lives in Tuxedo, as do her two daughters and her grand-
children.

Sherri Rollins is running in Winnipeg School Division Ward 1 (south
River Heights.

She) is a full-time policy analyst with the Manitoba government. She
has worked for over 15 years in the public sector in public engage-
ment, consultation, program delivery, and policy analysis.

A mother of three young children who attend Grosvenor School,
Rollins said, “Having all three children in one school with one drop
off and pick up for a whole year has been wonderful.”
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the merger).
“We are attracting new members,”

he says, “but not enough to replace
those who leave or pass away.”

He adds that about 60% of Etz Chayim’s membership lives in
south Winnipeg.

Dr. Brent Schacter, the Shaarey Zedek’s current president, notes
that while membership and finances are holding up for now at his
synagogue, a high proportion of the membership at both syna-
gogues is over 70 years of age.

“As our older members die, our financial base is bound to
decrease,” he says, “and we may not be able to maintain the level
of ritual and programming that we currently offer.

“By combining our two congregations, we can offer Winnipeg a
strong Conservative congregation with new programming to better
engage our young people and other elements of the community.”

One new factor which has kicked the merger talks into a higher
gear is the prospect of building a new synagogue on property
belonging to the Asper Campus. Across the field from the Asper
Campus building is a smaller white building fronting on Tuxedo
Blvd. The building came with the Campus property and belongs to
the Campus Corporation. Up until a year ago, the building had been
rented out to the provincial government for office use. The building
has been sitting empty for several months and is slated to be demol-
ished. That would be the location for the new synagogue.

Schacter notes that the most successful Conservative synagogues
in other North American communities are located near Jewish
schools and/or community centres. “The centre of Jewish life in
Winnipeg has moved over the past 20 years from the synagogue to
the Asper Campus,” he says. “With a location close to the Campus,
it would be more feasible to have joint programming with the Gray
Academy and other agencies on the campus.”

Buchwald notes that Bob Freedman has been hired for a two-
month period. He reports that the congregation leadership is plan-
ning to hold a late October meeting with the membership to discuss
options going forward.

Schacter is suggesting a three-to-five year timeframe for a new syn-
agogue proposal to come to fruition.

Merger talks
Continued from page 1.

SHEILA
BILLINGHURSTCLAUDIA SARBIT SHERRI ROLLINS
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Now available at Chesed shel Emes:
Webcasting Services

Family and friends who are unable to attend a
funeral service can now watch online, in real
time, on a secure channel.

You will be given a unique password to share
with family and friends which will allow access
via our website.

Please contact us at:
chesedwinnipeg@gmail.com

Chesed shel Emes introduces
new “webcasting” service

By BERNIE BELLAN
The Chesed shel Emes, Winnipeg’s

not-for-profit mortuary and funeral
chapel, has recently initiated a new
service that, in the short time it has
been available, has proven to be
quite successful: Live webcasting of
any funeral service that is conducted
in the Chesed’s own chapel.

According to Chesed Executive
Director Rena Boroditsky the idea
originated with Chesed volunteer
Hillel Kravetsky almost two years
ago. The idea was to arrange for web-
casting of any funeral on a private
channel, which could then be
accessed via the Internet by means of
a unique “sign-in”. 

Many organizations and event
sponsors hold private webcasts that
are accessible only to those individu-
als who have been granted special access in this way, but the
Chesed is the first Jewish facility to offer this service in Winnipeg.
Boroditsky explained that the service is available upon the request
of any family of a deceased individual and is free of charge.

How it works it that, upon advance notice, the Chesed will give a
family that unique sign-in and it is then up to the family itself to
communicate that sign-in to those to whom it wishes to have access
to the webcast. This service is of particular usefulness for out-of-
towners who are not able to attend a funeral service. Boroditsky
noted the recent case of family members in Israel being able to
watch a particular service.

Another benefit of the new service is to “Kohanim” who, until
now, were prevented by Halachic tradition from being able to watch
a funeral service, given the prohibition against Kohanim coming
close to the body of a deceased individual. Boroditsky noted that the
practice, until now, has been for Kohanim to gather in her office and
listen to the piped-in service.

There is only one camera that is used during the webcast and it is
stationary. In fact, it is an unmanned camera, although Boroditsky
did say that she is “womaning” the software that runs the webcast
during funerals that make use of the service.

One final advantage of this webcasting service, she also noted, is
that residents of such facilities as the Simkin Centre and Shaftesbury
Park Retirement Residence are now able to watch funeral services
within the confines of those facilities if proper arrangements are
made in advance to set up a viewing area. 

RENA BORODITSKY: the
service is available upon
the request of any family
of a deceased individual
and is free of charge.



Of all the statistics that are shown on page
1 of this issue in my article about our declin-
ing Winnipeg Jewish population (and I admit
the article looks more like an academic paper
than a newspaper article), the ones that I
think readers will find the most important,
and perhaps the most alarming,  are the ones
showing the dramatic drop in the number of
north end Jews from 2001-2011.

I admit that the motivation for my wanting to delve so deeply into
how many of us there are and where we live stems largely from the
Gwen Secter controversy, i.e. the apparent May, 2016 deadline for the
members of Gwen Secter Centre to find themselves another home so
that the National Council of Jewish Women can sell the building.
During the course of my investigating this story I have been told sev-
eral times that the north end is,  for all intents and purposes, pretty
much done as a home for Winnipeg Jews.

While I have argued against that position, I’m afraid the figures do
tend to support the notion that the north end is now just a mere rem-
nant of what it used to be, at least insofar as a home for very many
Jews is concerned.

If the 2011 National Household Survey is to be believed, between
2001-2011 there was a decrease in the north end Jewish population
of a staggering 58% - from 4,050 to 1,830. Again though, as I have
been arguing repeatedly, the north end retains a much higher propor-
tion of Jewish seniors than do other parts of the city. The trend seems
clear and irreversible: The north end is by and large finished as a
major area of settlement for Winnipeg Jews. Yet, there is still a solid
enough constituency of seniors there to make it worthwhile for at least
some of our Jewish services to be located there - especially the Gwen
Secter Centre.

There is another institution in the north end whose history is com-
parable to the Gwen Secter Centre, and that is the Aleph Bet Daycare,
which is located in the former Beth Israel Synagogue on Sinclair
Street. While the Aleph Bet was originally created to serve the needs
of north end Jewish parents - and was first situated in what was then
the Rosh Pina Synagogue, over the years it has evolved to become a
day care that now serves a predominantly non-Jewish clientele. It is
still, however, a member agency of the Jewish Federation and receives
funding from the federation. In fact, according to Aleph Bet Executive
Director Robyn Avery, the daycare will be expanding further in the
spring in response to the constant demand for more daycare spaces
from its non-Jewish clientele.

So, here we have an ostensibly Jewish organization - serving pri-
marily a non-Jewish group. How different is that from what the Gwen
Secter Centre is evolving into being, as a significant - and growing
proportion of its membership is non-Jewish as well?

It is for that reason that I was told both by Gord Mackintosh, the
NDP Member of the
Legislature for St.
Johns,and Joy Smith,
the Federal Member
for Kildonan-St. Paul,
in whose ridings
Gwen Secter lies, that
they are both going to
do their utmost to
keep the Gwen Secter
Centre in its present
location. One of the
principle reasons for
wanting to do that,
they both told me, is
that, just as in the
case of Aleph Bet
Daycare, there has
been a considerable
amount of money
allocated by various
levels of government
toward infrastructure
improvements for
facilities that are
intended to serve the
entire community, not
simply the Jewish
community.

I am also told by
Gord Mackintosh that
he held a discussion
with some members
of NCJW about the
Gwen Secter situation

and that further talks involving not only the NCJW but our Jewish
Federation (which I have lambasted for remaining silent over this
debacle) are scheduled to take place. Both Mackintosh and Smith had
indicated that they were going to be holding a press conference to dis-
cuss where they stood vis-à-vis the sale of the Gwen Secter building,
but as of yet, no firm date for that press conference has been
announced. Stay tuned.

Further to the rapidly diminishing Jewish population in the north end
- Myron Love’s article about the possible merger of the Etz Chayim
and Shaarey Zedek congregations also reinforces the notion that the
concentration of Winnipeg’s Jewish population in the south end has
proceeded at a rapid pace, particularly with the opening of the Asper
Campus in 1997. To think that Winnipeg cannot sustain two
Conservative synagogues any longer is as telling an indication as any
of how much this community has evolved over the past 15 years.
There is a secularization that is continuing to occur within Winnipeg’s
Jewish community - and a continuing assimilation of many of its mem-
bers, especially younger ones. I’m not offering comment on this. That’s
for you to judge. But, just as I never bought the Jewish Federation’s fig-
ure of 16,500 for our Jewish population here (which Faye Rosenberg-
Cohen, Planning Director for the federation, reduced to 15,500 last
November when she was interviewed by Myron Love for this paper),
what does it say about this community if we can sustain only one
major synagogue?

Finally, and continuing in the same vein - the decline in enrollment
at the Gray Academy from 600 to 510 in one year is yet one more rea-
son to wonder about the future of our community. We’ll be having
more about what’s going on at the Gray Academy in the next issue, but
in the meantime, consider this: David Foot, who wrote the seminal
work on Canadian demographic trends, “Boom Bust and Echo”, sug-
gests that demographics “explains two-thirds of everything”.

Is it reasonable to conclude that our Jewish population here has
been growing - as the Jewish Federation has been telling us for years
- yet the Gray Academy’s enrollment has been steadily declining for
years (and took a nose dive this past year), and that the Shaarey Zedek
and Etz Chayim congregations have to merge in order for both to sur-
vive?

The obvious contradiction between the idea that our community has
been growning robustly - which is what the Jewish Federation has
been telling us for years - while our only Jewish school has suffered a
substantial drop in enrollment tells us that there is a dire need for bet-
ter planning in our community. The Gray Academy’s Head of School
Rory Paul tells me that the Gray Academy has traditionally aimed to
have approximately one-third of Jewish students who are in the
school-going age cohort attend the school. If, in fact, there are only
1,430 Jewish children (age 15 and less) who are identified as Jewish
by religion according to the National Household Survey of 2011, then
the Gray Academy is still doing a commendable job of attracting 35%
of potential students. What the Gray Academy really needs are reliable
data upon which it can base future planning. 

But what of the substantial drop in our population? I don’t regard it
as an “existential crisis”. It is what it is. In many way Winnipeg is no
different than many other cities in both Canada and the U.S. in terms
of its Jewish population having assimilated into the larger group.

But are we ever going to have a reasoned discussion of what’s going
on? I find myself approached often by individuals who have been
reading my observations about Winnipeg’s declining Jewish popula-
tion and they say they find it quite interesting but I have yet to see any-
one call for an assessment of the Jewish Federation’s often self-serving
pronouncements on the success of their Grow Winnipeg and
Community Engagement programs. It’s not unusual for bureaucratic
institutions to reject data that aren’t in harmony with the images they’d
like to project - or to twist that data to impart a more positive spin than
might otherwise be the case, but ignore the demographic data at your
peril.

Not to end on such a downbeat note, however, I have consistently
noted the health of other aspects of our Jewish community. We have
many strong institutions, starting with the Rady JCC (which, by the
way, relies upon a very large non-Jewish membership for its ongoing
success); two very healthy summer camps; a well-run Jewish Child
and Family Service; a consistently imaginative Jewish Heritage Centre;
and other smaller organizations that still fulfill their mandates, such as
the Chai Folk Ensemble and the Jewish Learning Institute.

Finally, our community has done well to insure its financial well-
being through the Jewish Foundation and the ongoing Combined
Jewish Appeal. It would appear then that, for many Jews, the extent of
their involvement in the community is largely confined to financial
contributions, either to the Jewish Foundation or the CJA. Is that
enough to sustain a community over the long haul? I don’t know. If
you have bricks and mortar but empty buildings, do you still have a
community? 
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10 questions about Jewish conversion you want to know but are afraid to ask
By URIEL HEILMAN

Must converts pass a test to become a Jew?
Generally, no. Across all the denominations, rabbis are more inter-

ested in commitment to living as a Jew than in testing Jewish knowl-
edge. 

However, such a commitment requires a certain level of fluency
with Jewish practices, which varies by denomination. 

Are there ways to skirt the system?
Absolutely. This is North America! If your first choice of rabbi won’t

convert you, keep looking. None of the Jewish denominations sanc-
tion quickie conversions for pay, but it’s not too hard to find stories of
rabbis willing to take cash in exchange for fast conversions – in all
denominations.

If someone converts to Judaism but then ceases to live a Jewish
lifestyle, can the conversion be revoked?

Orthodox: “We recognize that we can’t predict the future,” says
Rabbi Yona Reiss, who oversees Orthodox conversions for the
Rabbinical Council of America and is head of the Chicago Rabbinical
Council. “If there was a proper commitment at the time of the con-
version process, of course the conversion is valid.”

Conservative: “The predominant halachic position for centuries with
which the Rabbinical Assembly concurs is that conversions cannot be
retroactively negated,” says Rabbi Julie Schonfeld, executive vice pres-
ident of the Rabbinical Assembly.

Reform: “If a Jew leaves Judaism by adopting another religion, that
individual is regarded as outside the boundaries of the Jewish com-
munity,” says Rabbi Stephen Einstein, co-chair of the Commission on
Outreach, Membership, and Sacred Community of the Union for
Reform Judaism and Central Conference of American Rabbis. “Of
course, s/he could choose at a later time to return.”

Orthodox conversion ostensibly requires a full commitment to an
observant lifestyle. Are there any allowances for someone interested
in conversion for the sake of marriage?

“A number of religious authorities wrote about cases of somebody

who ostensibly is converting for the sake of marriage,” Reiss says. “As
long as the individual ultimately wants to take on a Jewish lifestyle and
sincerely believes in the Jewish way of life and ideology and theology
of Judaism, then such a conversion could be performed.”

LETTERS

Does high tuition affect Gray Academy enrollment?
The following e-mail was received from a reader in response to the

story in our Oct. 1 issue about enrollment at the Gray Academy hav-
ing dropped 18 percent. (We have omitted the sender’s name):

“The top tuition level at grey academy (sic.) had its most signifi-
cant increase from 2012 to the 2013-14 year. The top level went up
over 20 percent. That has caused people to question the value of
Jewish education.” 

Bernie Bellan responded:
“What is the top level of tuition that people would pay? Also I’m

wondering that because the province contributes up to 40% of the
cost of private school funding shouldn’t it stand to reason that the
top level of tuition at a school like the Gray Academy would be
much lower than at a school like St. John’s Ravenscourt?

“I’d be curious to see your thoughts.”

We received the following in response:
“It went from $7300 to $9500 a child in 2013. And in 2013-14 I

moved my kids to Brock Corydon. Two kids is over 19k. 
“Also most of the people who took there (sic.) kids out did it

because of the cost.” 
Note: We checked to see what the tuition is at St. John’s

Ravenscourt. Tuition levels range from $14,380 for kindergarten to
$18,060 for Grades 9-12, although financial assistance ranging up
to 75% of the maximum tuition level is available.

Israel not to blame for lack of Palestinian human rights
By MYRON LOVE

Walking into our new Canadian Museum for Human Rights for the
official opening ceremonies on Friday, September 19, I passed a half
dozen individuals I assume were of Palestinian Arab origin, who were
standing outside protesting the lack of human rights for Palestinians.
They (five adults and one child) were all wearing white shirts on which
were written “Got Rights? Palestinians Don’t.”

From what I read subsequently, the Palestinian protesters were
unhappy that our new museum does not recognize what they call the
“nakba” – the catastrophe or disaster – which refers to the creation of
the State of Israel.

So as I was sitting in the museum with time on my hands waiting for
the opening ceremonies to begin, I was thinking about the Palestinians
and this question of human rights. We all assume that we know what
human rights are – life, liberty and security, freedom of religion, the
right to vote, equality before the law, freedom from slavery (There are
more.) – most if not all of which are lacking in most Arab countries.

So I am thinking first of all that these demonstrators all live in
Canada. They enjoy all the human rights that come with Canadian cit-
izenship. So I would assume that they erroneously believe that Israel
alone is responsible for depriving Palestinians of their human rights.

I would agree that a majority of Palestinians are deprived of most
basic human rights – but Israel is not the culprit – and you can’t gen-
eralize about all Palestinians. 

To begin with, there are about 1 million Arabs living in Israel prop-
er as Israeli citizens. They are descendants of the same Palestinians
that the so-called Palestinian refugees are descended from. The differ-
ence is that the Israeli Arabs’ grandparents and great-grandparents
wisely decided to stay put in 1948 in the midst of the conflict. They
enjoy all the rights that Jewish Israelis enjoy.

For the Palestinians living outside of Israel, the situation is very dif-
ferent – and that is not because of the mythical Israeli “occupation”
(unless you believe the Arab propaganda that Palestinians can’t be
given any rights because if they had them they wouldn’t want to return
to the homes their grandparents left behind in Israel more than 60
years ago.) 

The situation does differ from country to country. In Lebanon,
Palestinians are restricted to UN refugee camps and not allowed to
work or otherwise participate in Lebanese life. The worry for the
Lebanese is that allowing the Sunni Muslim Palestinians into their

midst to become Lebanese citizens would upset the religious and eth-
nic balance in the country (although that balance has been changed
by the hundreds of thousands of Syrian refugees now in the country.

In Jordan, many Palestinians have become citizens and live freely
within the general population while others still live in refugee camps.
Jordan is a monarchy with the limitations on human rights that entails.

Now let us travel to the independent Palestinian statelet of Gaza.
Hamas, the rulers of Gaza - a group that, I might add, was elected to
office in a free one-time vote, is solely responsible for the absence of
Palestinian human rights in Gaza. Israel has nothing to do with it.
Hamas is a cruel religious dictatorship in which the concept of human
rights doesn’t exist.

The situation is somewhat better for Palestinians living under the rule
of the Palestinian Authority. Once again, human rights don’t really
exist accept at the whim of the rulers. But at least the PA doesn’t shoot
to kill demonstrators in the streets. Funny thing is that this independent
Palestinian entity will not allow Palestinians living in refugee camps or
Palestinians living outside of the Palestinian Authority area to apply for
a Palestinian passport.

The Palestinian Authority has done absolutely nothing to help their
besieged Palestinian brethren in war torn Syria and recently poured
cold water on an Egyptian proposal to build homes for Palestinians
who want to leave Gaza. The only solution to the problem of the
Palestinian “refugees” that the PA will accept is that they all be
allowed to return to Israel.

There is no human right that I know of that seeks to guarantee that
the grandchildren of people displaced decades ago as a result of war
and personal choice have the right to return to their original home-
land.

Some might point out that the Jews did it after 2000 years of exile.
Well, no one gave us the land. Jewish organizations legally bought
land from Arab landowners and worked the land. The Arabs whose
grandparents chose to stay in Israel and work with the Jews to build
the State of Israel have reaped the benefits of that decision. Israel can-
not be held responsible for the poor choices of other Arabs more than
60 years ago and the world does not have any obligation to continue
looking after the descendants of those Arabs ad infinitum while their
own Arab brethren oppress them.

Continued on page 8. See “Conversion”.



Career changes for law society CEO, Human Rights Commission vice-chair 
Coincidentally, two

lawyers long involved
in community service
have recently made
significant career
changes. Elliot Leven
has just stepped down
from his position as
vice-chair of the
Manitoba Human

Rights Commission (and left his firm Myers
Weinberg) for a new role. 

At the same time, after nearly 40 years in a
legal administrative role – the last 16 as the
CEO of the Law Society of Manitoba – Allan

Fineblit has
returned to pri-
vate practice. His
last day with the
Law Society will
be October 31.

Both Fineblit
and Leven are
graduates of
Talmud Torah and
have been
involved in lead-
ership roles in the
Jewish communi-
ty over the years.
Leven has long
been a mainstay
of Camp Massad
as a camper,
councilor, board
member and two-
time board member. Fineblit has been similar-
ly active at BB Camp and has also served as
president of the Rady Centre and as a Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg board member.

“I loved being CEO,” Fineblit says of his time
with the Law Society. “It was interesting and
challenging and I liked the people I worked
with. But, after 16 years here, I felt that it was
time to have somebody else lead this organi-
zation into the next 10-15 years.”

Fineblit notes that now was a very good time
to go – with the Law Society in good shape
financially, new people in key positions and a
new vision plan for the future to implement.

Fineblit received his law degree in 1973
from the University of Manitoba. After three or
four years in private practice with the former
law firm Buchwald Asper Henteleff, he was
presented with the opportunity to go to work
for the still relatively new Legal Aid Manitoba.

“Legal Aid Manitoba was the right mix for
me with my legal training and my interest in
social change,” he says. “The late 1970s was
an exciting time to be part of Legal Aid. We
were doing amazing things in aid of people
who are disadvantaged. We had top criminal
and family lawyers who were willing to take
on Legal Aid cases.”

Fineblit served with Legal Aid for 20 years,
the last eight as the executive director. In the
latter role, he succeeded Bob Freedman,
recently retired as CEO of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg.

“I learned a lot from Bob about organiza-
tional management,” Fineblit says. “We have
remained good friends over the years.”

His next role was with Manitoba Justice as
Assistant Deputy Attorney General responsible
for prosecutions. That was also an exciting
position, he says. The issues he dealt with in
that role ranged from the matter of French
translations on license plates to gang prosecu-
tions.

He became the Law Society CEO in 1998.
“The job (CEO) has been very interesting and

incredibly diverse,” he notes. “The Law
Society has so many different areas of opera-
tion.”

Among the highlights that Fineblit
recalls over the past 16 years was the
establishment of the Canadian Legal
Information Institute, for which the Law
Society of Manitoba was a major sup-
porter. Fineblit notes that his organiza-
tion was also a leader in pushing for a
stronger national organization and for
the removal of provincial barriers to
legal practice.

He is particularly proud of the Family
Law Access Centre, which was created
by the Law Society four years ago to
provide legal services for the working

poor (those who are not eligible for Legal Aid).
Under the terms of the program, the Law
Society pays the legal fees and then collects
from the client over a period of time based on
what the client can afford to pay. 

“The program currently has an 18-month
waiting list,” Fineblit says. “Other jurisdictions
are studying this program.” Fineblit will be
returning  to private practice with Thompson
Dorfman Sweatman, one of Winnipeg’s largest
firms. In part, he will be serving as counsel to
the firm dealing with practice and ethics
issues. He also expects to be doing some reg-
ulatory work. He notes that he already has
some work lined up.

“I am looking forward to whatever may
come along,’ he says.

With 12 years of service, Elliot Leven was
one of the longest serving members of the
Manitoba Human Rights Commission (MHRC)
- the last two as Vice-Chair. “I was invited by
the government to serve on the MHRC,“ says
Leven (who has been practising Law for over
20 years). “I was happy to accept. Being gay
and Jewish, I have always had an interest in
human rights. It was a nice fit for me.”

He explains that the HRC consists of ten
commissioners, three of whom are lawyers.
While there are those in the media who ques-
tion the existence of human rights commis-
sions and are calling for their abolition, Leven
argues that they serve a need.

“Courts and lawyers and trials are very
expensive,” he points out. “We’re (the human
rights commission) much less expensive and
more user friendly. We get hundreds of com-
plaints every year. Half the cases we deal with
we are able to settle through mediation (for
which there is no charge).”

While there have been instances when
human rights complaints in Canada have been
lodged for political reasons, Leven notes that
the vast majority of complaints have to do with
employment, housing and customer service
providers. He adds that the number of com-
plaints from Jewish or gay complainants is
minimal. Most complaints these days involve
persons with physical or mental disabilities.

“I have learned a lot over the years about
human rights law,” Leven says. “I have also
enjoyed working with all of my fellow com-
missioners.”

Leven is now looking ahead to the next stage
in his career. He has just been appointed
Deputy Chief Commissioner of the Manitoba
Residential Tenancies Commission. The com-
mission, he explains, hears appeals in land-
lord/tenant disputes.

Coincidentally, he notes, the Chief
Commissioner, Larry Kussin, is also a Jewish
lawyer who used to work at Myers Weinberg.

6 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 15, 2014

Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

ALLAN FINEBLIT: “I loved being
CEO. It was interesting and chal-
lenging and I liked the people I
worked with.”

ELLIOT LEVEN: “Being gay and
Jewish, I have always had an
interest in human rights. It was a
nice fit for me.”
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Gwen Secter tea
Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre’s

beautiful and elegant annual fundraising
Tea takes place on Sunday November 2,
2014 starting at 1.30 pm.

Featured will be a fabulous spread of
home baked dainties, fruit display plus
our famous ‘party sandwiches”

It’s a wonderful opportunity to meet
and greet while showing your support for
the North End Institution that prides itself
as the “home away from home” for hun-
dreds of our community’s seniors.

The afternoon will feature chances to
win free door prizes plus a 50-50 draw.

The Board of Gwen Secter Creative
Living Centre pledges to continue pro-
viding services and programs for seniors
right here in north Winnipeg for as long
as there is a demonstrated need in the
community.

We look forward to your attendance
and support at the Annual Fundraising
Tea. If you have any questions please call
the Centre at 339-1701
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Community news

Lynda Fishman’s life experience has taught
her about persevering through tragedy

By BERNIE BELLAN
On July 5, 1970 all 108

passengers and crew
aboard Air Canada Flight
621 from Los Angeles to
Toronto were killed when
the airplane they were in
crashed into a field near
Toronto.

Aboard the flight that day
were then-13-year-old
Lynda Fishman’s 39-year-
old mother and her two sis-
ters, ages 11 and 9. Lynda
was left with her 44-year-
old father as the sole surviv-
ing member of her immedi-
ate family.

Since that day, however,
Lynda Fishman has man-
aged to learn some very salient lessons from her
own tragedy – something which she has trans-
formed into a series of suggestions for all of us. 

You can watch quite a remarkable six-minute
video on the Internet explaining how Lynda has
arrived at the point where she is today: Offering
advice to others how to deal with the innumer-
able hardships life throws your way. The short 6
1/2 minute video can be viewed on Youtube by
Googling the words “Lynda Fishman choices
Youtube”.

Lynda Fishman  will be the special guest of
the Jewish Child and Family Service on
Thursday, October 23rd when she will be speak-
ing to the topic: “Can we talk about grief?”

Recently I had the chance to chat with Lynda
about what it is that she does during her talks
and what stands out for her as particular reasons
that she may have been better prepared than
others to cope with the horrible tragedy that
happened that fateful summer day in 1970.

Lynda began by explaining that she speaks to
a wide variety of audiences, during which “I
talk a lot about helping others and how impor-
tant it is, not only to the person receiving the
help, but to the giver” as well.

Lynda described her upbringing as “obser-
vant”. Her grandparents on both her mother’s
and father’s sides were orthodox, she notes, and
her own parents kept a fully kosher home. One
of the “core Jewish values” with which she was
imbued, she says, “was always focusing on
counting our blessings”.

“I credit the kind of home I was raised in with
the choices I made,” Lynda explains. “I saw,
aside from spending a tremendous amount of
time with family, that both my parents were
very charitable.”

Following the deaths of her mother and two
younger sisters that July, 1970 day, however,
Lynda and her father charted two different
courses for the rest of their lives.

“I watched my father make choices on how to
move forward – and he simply gave up. I decid-
ed to move forward and live a happy life,” she
notes.

One of the results of her moving forward,
Lynda says, was her decision to write a book
titled: “Repairing Rainbows: A True Story of
Family, Tragedy and Choices” that offers advice
for people who need coping skills with how to
find happiness.

“My mother used to say: ‘There are only two
things in life that are important: Health and hap-
piness’,” Lynda adds. In her book she offers
eight tips on how to be happy – most of which
contain a component of doing something for
other people.

I asked her though, where she comes down

on the “nature versus nurture”
debate, i.e. To what extent are
some people just born happy
while others are simply miser-
able?

“I don’t know,” Lynda answers.
“I was very happy for the first 13
years of my life” and even though
tragedy struck, she learned how to
“be positive”.

“I think that people are search-
ing always for ways to be more
positive,” Lynda suggests. “I think
we can all choose to think more
positively if we’re given the tools.”

Lynda’s father, in contrast, was
never interested in acquiring the
tools to learn how to be positive
subsequent to the tragedy. “My
father was a happy, positive guy

beforehand,” she notes, “who went from that to
a man who cried himself to sleep at night…I
don’t think anyone gave him permission to be
happy.”

Things were so bad, in fact, that Lynda’s father
actually had nothing to do with her own chil-
dren when they were born – his only grandchil-
dren. (There is yet another fascinating aspect to
Lynda’s life in that the man she married, whom
she met when they were both 17, had also
recently been orphaned when both his parents
were also killed in an accident and he was left
to take care of a younger brother with special
needs.)

In explaining how she usually conducts the
type of talk that she will be giving on October
22nd, Lynda says that she “usually speaks for
about 40 minutes”, following which there is a
question-and-answer session. Quite often, she
notes, the most interesting questions come from
individuals who have read her book before-
hand.

“One woman told me that, after reading my
book, she felt it was okay to dance at a bar mitz-
vah” – a pleasure she had denied herself for five
years following upon a particular loss in her
family.

“But it’s not only loss of life I talk about,”
Lynda adds. “There are also
other losses – such as loss of a
job or loss of a home.”

I asked her though whether
her audiences were typically
predominantly female, as
men are much more loath to
come to terms with con-
fronting their feelings the way
women do. I remarked upon
the oft-made observation that
men usually find it much
harder to deal with the loss of
a spouse than women. Lynda
responded that she is often
“shocked at the kind of
response we were getting
from men” at her talks,
“because my husband’s story
is in there.” She adds that,
while she usually doesn’t
include a discussion of her
husband’s situation as she
gives her 40-minute talk,
when men from the audience
mention that they’ve found
that her husband’s story
touches them deeply as a
result of having read her
book, she is always willing to
incorporate those lessons into
the discussion.

LYNDA FISHMAN: “I think
we can all choose to think
more positively if we’re
given the tools.”

A Place for Mom is the nation’s largest senior living referral information service. We do not 
own, operate, endorse or recommend any senior living community. We are paid by partner 

communities, so our services are completely free to families.

Finding Senior Housing 
can be complex, but it 
doesn’t have to be.

“You can trust 
A Place for Mom 
to help you.”

– Joan Lunden

Call A Place for Mom. Our Advisors are trusted, local experts who can help 

you understand your options. Since 2000, we’ve helped over one million 

families fi nd senior living solutions that meet their unique needs.

A Free Service for Families. 

Call: (800) 371-2092
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Modern Jewish life

Most conversions involve mikvah
immersion, which must be witnessed
by three religious judges. Doesn’t that
violate Jewish precepts about modesty,

especially for Orthodox female converts who must dip in front of
male judges?

In Orthodox conversions of women, the judges are poolside at the
mikvah and the woman enters wearing a loose-fitting robe. When
she’s ready to disrobe, the judges turn away and a “mikvah lady” wit-
nesses the actual immersion. In a Reform conversion, the judges may
stay in an anteroom while a mikvah attendant witnesses the immer-
sion.
By and large, Orthodox law does not count non-Orthodox converts
as Jews. Are there any circumstances under which Orthodox law
might count someone as a Jew but liberal movements would not?

Yes. In Reform Judaism, a child of an interfaith marriage must be

raised as Jewish to be considered a Jew. If the child isn’t, he’s con-
sidered a gentile, even if his mother is Jewish. “The mother’s status
does not overrule the child’s upbringing and personal practice,” says
Rabbi Daniel Freelander, president of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism. “Most rabbis would strongly urge them to
undergo conversion.”
Conservative Jewish leaders have criticized Israel’s Chief Rabbinate
for treating non-Orthodox conversions as invalid. But doesn’t the
Conservative movement also view Reform conversions as invalid?

Each conversion is considered on a case-by-case basis. A Reform
conversion could be kosher, Schonfeld says, if it included mikvah
immersion, circumcision and “a serious course of study and com-
mitment to live a Jewish life, join a Jewish community and cast one’s
lot with the Jewish people.”
Are Conservative converts expected to adhere to Jewish law as
defined by Conservative Judaism?

Generally, no. The minimum require-
ments vary by rabbi but usually include a
commitment to live as a Jew and adopt
some form of the basic observances. “What
I tell people is, in order to convert, they
need to be engaging with all of the areas of
Jewish life,” says Rabbi Adam Greenwald,
director of the Miller Introduction to
Judaism Program at American Jewish
University in Los Angeles.
How are children converted?

Consent is not required for children under
bar mitzvah age, but they may opt out
when reaching that age. There are two pri-
mary scenarios in which children convert
to Judaism. One, adoptive Jewish parents
convert a non-Jewish child. Two, children
are converted as part of entire families join-
ing the Jewish faith. In both scenarios, chil-
dren may choose not to be Jewish when
they reach bar or bat mitzvah age, or at the
point of discovery if they are older but did
not know they had been adopted. Unless
they opt out at that instant, they’re stuck
being Jewish forever.
Is formal conversion really necessary to be
considered part of the Jewish people?
After all, so many synagogues welcome
non-Jewish members and so many rabbis
sanction interfaith weddings.

It’s true that Jewish communities have
become more inclusive of non-Jews, partic-
ularly non-Orthodox synagogues. Many
Reform and some Conservative synagogue
grant membership to non-Jews, Reform and
Reconstructionist rabbis will officiate at
interfaith weddings, and some Jewish
cemeteries will grant burial rights to non-
Jewish spouses.

“There are plenty of people who want to
sojourn in the synagogue and not convert
and still know they’re part of the Jewish
family,” said the president of the Union for
Reform Judaism, Rabbi Rick Jacobs. They’re
“living in the Jewish community.”

Indeed, surveys show that actual converts
to Judaism are far outnumbered by
Americans born outside the faith who con-
sider themselves Jewish despite having
never formally converted to Judaism.
However, even in the most liberal Jewish
communities, there is a dividing line that
excludes non-Jews. Practically no syna-
gogues allow non-Jews to be called to the
Torah (unless they are accompanying a
Jewish spouse at their kid’s bar mitzvah).
Jews married to non-Jews are barred from
admission to rabbinical school. And, of
course, non-Jews can’t marry Jews under
Conservative or Orthodox auspices.

Most importantly, you can call yourself
whatever you want – friend of, member of,
parent of. But unless you formally join,
you’re no Jew.

Ed. note: Don’t try telling that to the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. As far as
that organization is concerned - if you call
yourself a Jew, you’re a Jew! (It really helps
pad the numbers.)

In celebration of the 25th Anniversary of the Deer Lodge Centre
Foundation and kicking off a year-long celebration leading up to

the 100th Anniversary of the Deer Lodge Centre, 
you are invited to attend an 

Honouring

ARNOLD FRIEMAN
who will be the Deer Lodge Centre Foundation’s 

very first inductee on to its Honour Roll

Date: Thursday, November 6, 2014
Location: Hilton Suites
1800 Wellington Avenue

Time: 6:00 pm

Entertainment by the Royal Canadian Air Force Band
Guest speaker: Amazing Race Canada winner Tim Hague Sr.

Honourary Gala Chair: Colonel Joël Roy, 
17 Wing Winnipeg Commander

Tickets: $150 or $1500 for a table of 10
Tickets can be purchased through the 

Deer Lodge Centre Foundation at (204) 831-2900
or online at www.deerlodgefoundation.ca

or via e-mail at info@deerlodgefoundation.ca

(Partnership opportunites to support this event are also available.)

Conversion
Continued from page 5.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
In 1888 the Yiddish writer Mendele the Book

Peddler (1836-1917) published a long story
titled “Fishke the Lame. Mendele is telling the
story of Fishke, a known beggar from the shtetl
of Glupsk. Mendele tells critically the story of
Jewish beggars who were crippled by the prim-
itive customs of shtetl life. Only when Fishke
suddenly appears to tell his own unique story
is Mendele ready to withhold judgement and
recognize that the poor shtetl Jews together
with him are a product of totalitarian oppres-
sion by a hostile regime. In the days of the
High Holidays we need to remember to with-
hold judgement and have compassion for the
poor and the oppressed.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat tefila is Winnipeg’s northernmost shul
Wednesday, October 15 Erev Shemini atzeret Candle

Lighting:6:20 Mincha:6:30 Schacharis:9:30  Yizkor”: about
11:30 Mincha:6:30 

Candle lighting for simchat Torah: 7:14
Friday, Oct 17 Candle Lighting:6:16 Kol Nidre: 6:15

Schacharis: 9:30 Fast/Shabbat ends: 7:10
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Thursday morning service: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for October 19-23: 6:10
Friday October 24, Saturday, October 25 Rosh Chodesh

Cheshvan
Friday, October 24 Candle lighting: 6:02 mincha/kabbalat

Shabbat: 6:00
Schacharit:9:30 Shabbat ends at 6:57
weekday evening services October 26-30 5:50 Shabbat

ends: 7:25 
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford

and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an infor-
mal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is say-
ing kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Oct. 17 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service

6:00 p.m., candle lighting 6:15 p.m. Simchat Torah.
Saturday, Oct. 18 - Bereshit - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 1:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:20 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 19 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion

Class 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 20 - Thursday, Oct. 23 - morning service 7:30

a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 24 - morning service 7:15 a.m., evening service

6:00 p.m., candle lighting 6:01 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 25 - Noach - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 1:00 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:08 p.m. Rosh
Chodesh.

Sunday, Oct. 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion
Class 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. 

Monday, Oct. 27 - morning service 7:30 a.m. - Thursday,
Oct. 30 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711;

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, October 17 – Simchat Torah - Simchat Torah Service

+ Hakafot 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 6:17 PM

Shabbat, October 18 – Parashat Bereisheet - Morning
Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan
6:00 PM; Havdallah 7:15 PM

Friday, October 24 – Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan - Morning
Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service
5:30 PM; Kabbalat Shabbat Service with Keyboard 7:00 PM;
Candle Lighting 6:03 PM

Shabbat, October 25 – Parashat Noach / Rosh Chodesh
Cheshvan - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00
PM; Havdallah 7:01 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday
and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM; Daily Evening Minyan:
Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our web-
site or call the synagogue office.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles,
for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein
at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at
8:30 a.m.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation,

1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: Simchat Torah Friday,
October 17-7:30 pm.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE
TIMES
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Jewish Child and Family Service Launches
Inspiring Speaker Series

JCFS has established a
new speaker series called
“Can We Talk About....” As
part of the important man-
date of JCFS in supporting
individuals and families
who are dealing with chal-
lenging issues in their lives,
JCFS is showcasing quali-
fied and dynamic speakers
on a variety of thought pro-
voking social issues. 

For its inaugural program, JCFS is presenting: “Can We Talk
About… Grief” featuring acclaimed author Lynda Fishman. Lynda
will share her story on loss, grief and moving forward; of tragedy,
triumph and tenacity. In 1970, when she was just 13-years-old,
Lynda Fishman’s life was altered forever when her mother and two
sisters were killed in an airplane crash. Fishman recounts this ter-
rible time and the four decades since in her moving book
Repairing Rainbows: A True Story of Family, Tragedy and Choices.
She could have fallen into despair, but instead, as she writes in her
novel, “I chose life.”

Fishman has dedicated her life to learning, growing and making
a difference. She was determined to find meaning and purpose in
her life - to live a life that matters.

Lynda is a trained clinical Social Worker, a motivational speak-
er and facilitator. Lynda will be sharing her moving story on
Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, 561 Wellington Crescent. Everyone is welcome to
attend this inspiring evening. 

Tickets are available through Jewish Child and Family Service
204-477-7430 jcfs@jcfswinnipeg.org. Ticket prices are indicated
in the accompanying ad.

Seniors and interpersonal
relationships

Family relationships can be strained as
the result of any number of factors,
whether it be something like money mat-
ters or even  simply the wrong word said at
the wrong time. Perhaps someone feels

that they have been treated unfairly. When is the best time to reme-
dy the situation ? A week later? A month? The answer is: Right now!

The longer you wait, the harder it is to reconcile the issue!
Someone always has to take the first step. An apology may be in
order to set the record straight. The point is some people can’t apol-
ogize, because they feel that they have done nothing wrong.
Pointing out this error will do nothing to resolve the situation. This
is a time where a face to face situation, delicately handled, could
possibly help. Don’t try to resolve it over the phone. If none of these
attempts will work for you, then it’s time to get on with your life, and
leave the recriminations behind you.

Seniors have pets, such as dogs or cats, and having a pet can
relieve some of the stress of trying to resolve  relationship problems.
Your pet may not talk back to you but it will still be a willing listen-
er.

Interpersonal relationships can be stressful. As seniors you have
enough stressors in your lives that can’t be resolved with diploma-
cy. But many of the personal ones can be resolved in due course.
“Time heals all things”. So, don’t give up after the first try.
Remember though, the best way of entering into one of these dis-
cussions is with a smile on your face, not a frown.

One thing to remember is that over 90 percent of communication
does not depend on what you say, but  how you say it.  Yes - that
may be hard to comprehend, but it’s true.

I attended an international lecture on interpersonal relationships
and the speaker said: “You can tell a person to go to (you know
where), in such a nice way, that they will look forward to getting
there.” Anger begets anger, and it accomplishes nothing. So put a
smile in your voice, and see what marvelous things can happen.
Body language is also important in the realm of communication, so
relax and slowly get your point across.

Those who have been following my columns know that I try to fin-
ish with a little humour, after attempting to relate a serious subject,
such as the one in in this issue.

A woman attends at the office of a psychiatrist.
The doctor says: “Can I help you?  What seems to be the prob-

lem?”
The woman replies: “Doctor, it’s not my problem, it’s my hus-

band’s problem.”
“What is your husband’s problem?”
“My husband keeps fishing in the toilet,” replies the woman
“Your husband is fishing in the toilet?  That could be a serious

problem. I’ve been advised that I have a cancellation for 2:00 P.M.
tomorrow. Can you bring him in then?”

“No. I can’t,” replies the woman.
“Why not?”asks the doctor.
“Because I’ll be busy cleaning fish!”

By

HARRY WARREN

Fishman has dedicated
her life to learning,

growing and making a
difference. She was
determined to find

meaning and purpose
in her life - to live a

life that matters.

Harry Warren
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Gerry Posner

Another Wilder in the news
Mention the names

of Joe and Sam Wilder
and most everyone in
town - and for sure in
the Jewish communi-
ty, will know who
you‘re talking about.
Joe and brother Sam
have established a

very well known law firm and both have been
active in the community at large - in particular
in the Jewish community. Joe is, among other
things, a past president of the Winnipeg Blue
Bombers and is currently the president of the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. It would be
hard not to see his name in the Jewish Post & News on a regular basis.
Sam is a former president of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue among his
other titles.

Yet, the family is now reaching in a different direction that reflects a
new generation for that matter. The youngest son of Joe and his late
wife, Belva (Cham), Joshua Wilder, a product of the south end of
Winnipeg, has made a mark in the TV world and the story is likely just
beginning. Who could have predicted this turn of events? Certainly
not Joshua. 

Attending Ramah Hebrew School, Grant Park High School and the
University of Manitoba was the path for Joshua. A glimpse into the
future was evident when Joshua studied theatre at the University of
Manitoba, where he graduated with a B.A., including making the
Dean’s Honour List one year. From there he was off to Ryerson College
in Toronto, where he obtained a degree in applied arts. One could see
a potential career evolving when Joshua won a YTV Children’s
Television Award. In 2000, Wilder finished his formal education and
began his working life. 

Given his father’s connection to football, it ought not be so surpris-
ing that not only did the younger Wilder have an interest in sports, but
his work has been for the most part concentrated in the sports world.
He was fortunate enough to be involved in the daily promotion for all
events as a producer for the 2004, 2006 and 2008 Olympic Games.
He also had a hand in the production of the show, “CFL- A History in
the Making” on CBC in 2007, which  was an historical look at
Canada’s only true national sporting competition, the Grey Cup.
Connected to that show was the two-hour lead-up to the 95th Grey

Cup game in 2007, called “Grey Cup
Countdown”, which Joshua Wilder pro-
duced. 

The first five years at CBC had young
Wilder involved in football in ways that even
the former Bomber president Joe would
never have imagined. Subsequently Wilder
dived into the hockey world with “Hockey
Night in Canada” for three years. His work
included working with with Ron McLean on
a production titled “It Happened on Hockey
Night”, which  was  a special presentation of
the best moments in the history of “Hockey
Night In Canada”. 

Joshua later became a presentation pro-
ducer in 2012/13 with the responsibility for the look and feel of
“Hockey Night In Canada”. In 2010 he branched into the
Commonwealth Games, producing a six-hour daily audio show fea-
turing Canadian stories. In 2010-11 Wilder was moved into curling,
where he became the senior producer for the “Grand Slam of
Curling”, and was responsible for the budgets, graphic packages and
game day production. All the while, that is from 2009 through 2014,
Wilder was acting as senior producer for “Stanley Cup Countdown”,
a one-hour show with a live studio audience. 

Recently, Wilder had the opportunity to be the senior producer for a
daily TV show on CBC in the years 2010, 2013 and 2014 for the FIFA
World Cup and FIFA Confederations Cup. This show focused on the
game and the reaction of Canadians right across the country to the
game. Thus, you could say that, when it came to sports, Josh Wilder
was your man. And in 2012, Wilder made yet another move - which
was undoubtedly his smartest one: He married the former Davina
Greenberg. 

Of course, what made all of this happen for Wilder was a combina-
tion of timing, perseverance and passion. The passion he was imbued

By

GERRY POSNER

baby gets a healthy start.

THE MOTHERING PROJECT

WHEN

WHEN

WHEN

YOU GIVE
a future gets brighter.

from your street to Main Street and back. 
the whole of our city feels it

204.589.9424 | mountcarmel.caDONATE

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
THE MO
ETAATDON 204.589.9424 

 

 
THERING PROJECTTHE MO

mountcarmel.ca|204.589.9424 

Continued on page 12. See “Joshua Wilder”.

JOSHUA WILDER and his wife DAVINA
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The Rady JCC Presents
The Art of Aging Gracefully Wellness
Monday, October 27, 9:30am – 3:00pm

The Rady Jewish Community Centre is pleased to present the
first annual The Art of Aging Gracefully: Wellness Fair on October
27, 2014 from 9:30a.m.-3:00p.m. 

The Rady JCC is proud to be able to offer older adults and their
families the opportunity to gain knowledge about the resources
available to them in the community. The Art of Aging Gracefully
will include exercise demonstrations, short reflexology sessions,
speakers, community resources, door prizes, and resource infor-
mation tables. The Wellness fair will take place at the Rady JCC at
123 Doncaster Street. 
Schedule:
9:30a.m. Wellness Fair opens
9:30a.m.-3:00p.m. Community Resource/organization 

tables open 
10:30a.m.-11:00a.m. Hanky Panky After 60; Lois Greenhill. 

RN, The Mature Women’s Clinic
11:30a.m.-12:00p.m. The Pain Game; Dr. Dan Timmerman, 

Chiropractor
1:00p.m.-1:30p.m. Laughter is the Best Medicine; Jon 

Ljungberg and Renee Billauer
2:00p.m.-2:30p.m. Stress management in the Golden Age; 

Kristen Reynolds and Maia Kredentser, 
Doctoral students, Clinical Psychology, 
University of Manitoba. 

3:00p.m. Wellness Fair closes

Community Resource information will be available from:
WRHA / Arthritis Society of Manitoba / Manitoba Institute of

Patient Safety / Jewish Child and Family Service / Re-New Mobility
/ The Seniors Moving Company / Nutrition for Graceful Aging / St.
Vital Hearing Aids Center / Adaptive Clothing / Rupert’s Land
Caregivers Services / Revera: Retirement Living / Tourism for
Seniors and more! 

There is no admission charge. Everyone is welcome. 

For more information please contact Claudia Chernitsky, 204-
477-7459 or cchernitsky@radyjcc.com

with growing up in a home where
the Blue Bombers reigned supreme
- at least on the walls of the Wilder
home. The timing occurred when
he happened to see a note in the

paper in 2003 that the CBC was planning to do a show on The CFL
and the CBC. He managed in a speedy way to contact the produc-
er and, in a cold call, introduced himself, saying “I’m Josh Wilder
and this show is made for me.“ The producer told him they were not
even hiring then. But, Wilder persevered, called every week, and
established  a connection with that producer who, it is important to
note,  was from Brandon. By chance  a job at the CBC came up in
an unrelated field,- a job which Wilder didn’t even want. However,
he went for an  interview just the same and afterward, hustled him-
self up to the office of the producer contact he had with the CFL
show. He walked in and announced himself as the Josh from all the
phone calls.  That’s  where all those years immersing himself in CFL
football paid off: He noticed a picture on the wall of a football game
between Calgary and Toronto. Wilder quickly figured out that this
was the 1991 Grey Cup and it had to be in Winnipeg, as he recog-
nized the stadium, so he  pointed out this little piece of football his-
tory to the producer. Within a week, Wilder was hired! 

Now, as most sports fans know, the CBC has lost the rights to tele-
cast NHL games to Rogers and so  sports programming at the CBC
is in a state of flux.   Wilder’s role at the CBC, where he continues
to work, has yet to unfold as yet.. But, based on his continuing pas-
sion for sports, his dogged determination and the family history, I
am betting on Joshua Wilder coming out of this with his own ver-
sion of the Grey Cup. 

Joshua Wilder
Continued from page 11.

Sunday, Oct. 5 the PJ
Library program of the
Jewish Federation held a
“Sukkot and Fall” event at
Fort Whyte Alive.

Participants engaged in
arts and crafts, helped to
build a Sukkah, and learned
about Sukkot traditions
from new Jewish
Federation CEO Adam
Bronstone and Community
Engagement specialist Rena
Elbaze (seen in the bottom
photo).

Photos courtesy of Rebeca
Kuropatwa
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Kristallnacht commemoration
and program

Winnipeg, October 13, 2014 - The annual KRISTALLNACHT
commemoration service and program will take place earlier than
usual this year: Sunday, October 26, 2014, at 2:00 p.m. in the
Berney Theatre, Asper Jewish Community Campus at 123
Doncaster St. It is presented by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
Rady Jewish Community Centre, and Centre for Israel and Jewish
Affairs. There is no admission charge, however seating is limited

KRISTALLNACHT is the NIGHT OF BROKEN GLASS. On the
night of November 9-10, 1938, rampaging mobs throughout
Germany, Austria and Sudetenland freely attacked Jews in the
street, in their homes and at their places of work and worship. At
least 91 Jews were killed and hundreds were injured and raped.
Approximately 300 synagogues were burned, almost 7,500 Jewish
businesses were destroyed, cemeteries and schools were vandal-
ized, and over 30,000 Jews were arrested and sent to concentra-
tion camps. Kristallnacht was one of the most important turning
points in the history of anti-Semitism. 

At this event, Professor Amos Guiora, law professor at the S.J.
Quinney School of Law, University of Utah and retired Lt. Colonel
of the Israel Defence Forces will be discussing “Kristallnacht: The
Complicity of the Bystander”. The question of the bystander is
complex and controversial. It highlights complicated dilemmas
regarding man’s relationship to his fellow man and the extent to
which human relationships can be regulated by legislation.

Professor Guiora has published extensively both in the U.S. and
Europe on issues related to national security, limits of interroga-
tion, religion and terrorism and the limits of power, multicultural-
ism and human rights. He has won a number of prestigious
awards including the vaunted Fullbright Fellowship. He is an emi-
nently qualified commentator, analyst, and advisor, sought out by
media outlets and he has consulted with governments and corpo-
rations on strategic, legal issues and policy making. The release of
his new book The Bystander in the Holocaust: An Inquiry into
Complicity is greatly anticipated. 

The Jewish Heritage Centre 
and

Tooz a Crowd Productions

Invite you to a viewing of

VOICES OF FOUR HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS
Co-produced by Tooz a Crowd Productions 

and 
Mts Allstream Inc.

Executive Producer: Kyle Bornais
Producer/Director: Randy Guest

Featuring
• RACHEL FINK • CARMELA SHRAGGE FINKEL

• REGINE FRANKEL • BETTY KIRSHNER
and

• BELLE JARNIEWSKI

Wednesday, October 22 @ 7:00pm
Berney Theatre

Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street

Reception to follow
Free Admission

For further information:
Randy Guest @ (204) 223 – 0556 or rg31film@gmail.com
Stan Carbone, (204) 477 – 7467  or  scarbone@jhcwc.org

Community news

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada (JHC) is pleased to announce the
signal honour accorded to Ms. Belle
Jarniewski by her appointment to the pres-
tigious International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) and her
assignment to the Education Working
Group. We offer her our most profound
congratulations. Belle sits on the board
and executive committee of the Jewish
Heritage Centre and is the Chairperson of
The Freeman Family Foundation
Holocaust Education Centre of the JHC. 

Belle has previ-
ously served on the
national advisory
council to IHRA in
the two years pre-
ceding Canada’s
chairmanship year
(2013), and has
recently been
elected vice-presi-
dent of The
M a n i t o b a
Multifaith Council.
She also is vice-
president of
C a n a d i a n
Associates of Ben-
Gurion University
of the Negev.

International appointment for
Winnipegger

BELLE JARNIEWSKI

Includes savings at

www.showandsave.ca
(204) 477-4216

Buy yours today!



By  BERNIE BELLAN
Naomi Ragen is a prolific and best-selling author of nine

novels, most of which have to do with the plight of women
in the Haredi (ultraOrthodox) community in Israel. She is
also an occasional contributor to many publications,
including The Jerusalem Post. Ragen moved to Israel in
1971 from her native New York and has lived there ever
since.

She will be one of the featured guest speakers at this
year’s Tarbut Festival. Recently I spoke to Ragen while she
was in her Jerusalem home.

I began by asking her whether she will be talking about
the theme of repression of ultraOrthodox women in Israel.
Ragen replied that, “in this particular case” she will be
“talking about terrorism and how hatred for Israel has
become the “substitute for anti-Semitism” in the world today. I was
somewhat surprised, so I asked what was the connection between
anti-Zionism and the repression of women within the ultraOrthodox

community?
Ragen explained that, while her first three novels did deal

with the subject of women within the Haredi community,
she has written about other subjects, including “terrorism”
(“The Covenant”); “the Sephardic heritage” (“The Ghost of
Hannah Mendes”); “and a woman from America who
comes to Israel to find peace” (“The Tenth Song”). While her
last book “The Sisters Weiss”, does deal with Haredi
women, she says, it is set in America, not Israel.

I asked her about her equation of “anti-Israel feeling with
anti-Semitism”. Ragen insisted that “anti-Israel feeling is
anti-Semitism.” “It is a cover for all the anti-Semites of our
time to say that they love Jews, but hate Israel,” she said.

I suggested that “there’s a difference between being hate-
ful toward Israel and being critical of Israel.” Ragen dis-

agreed, saying “people love to say that but it’s not a valid
point.,,Anyone who says they’re against Israeli policies is an anti-
Semite. There’s no reason to be against anything Israel does.”(?) 

“I have never heard a Palestinian leader say that his people want
peace,” she said. I said to her that I was in Israel in June and heard
Shimon Peres say to a group of which I was a part that “Israel has
never had a better partner for peace than Mahmoud Abbas”.
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Sheila (Cookie Bass) Billinghurst seeks  School
Trustee position in Pembina Trails Ward 2

• Recipient of the YMCA - YWCA 2014 Woman of Distinction
Award for Education, Training and Mentorship.
• Over 40 years of experience as a principal, teacher, and educator.
• Taught grades 3 - 12, as well as at Red River Community College
and the Adult Centre giving her a broad perspective of the
school system.
• Pioneer in the field of adult education in Manitoba. Established
one of the first computerized language labs in Manitoba.
• Currently a Faculty Advisor, University of Manitoba,
Faculty of Education for the past 8 years.

JLI offers new psychology class
The Jewish Learning Institute’s newest class cooks at positive psy-

chology through the 3,000-year-old lens of Jewish thought.
Over the last 50-odd years modern psychology has focused pre-

dominantly on mental illness, yet in recent years the emphasis has
begun to pivot away from what makes life miserable, towards the
positive: What makes life worth living? What makes happy people
happy? And while this may be a relatively new topic for psycholo-
gists, it’s one that was addressed by Jewish wisdom and mysticism
centuries ago.

Beginning November 4th, 2014, the Jewish Learning Institute (JLI)
will present “How Happiness Thinks: Jewish Perspectives on Positive
Psychology”, the institute’s new six-session fall 2014 course.

Rabbi Shmuly Altein of Chabad-Lubavitch will conduct the six
course sessions at 7:30 pm on Tuesdays at the Jewish Learning Centre.

The course explores to what degree surroundings and circum-
stances affect one’s overall happiness; potential challenges to living
a joyous life; and whether G-d cares if people are happy or not.

“The course focuses on ways to overcome the challenges that get
in the way of our happiness, including stress, grief and self-con-
cept,” says Rabbi Shmuly Altein, the local JLI instructor in Winnipeg.
“But we’re also going to discuss techniques to boost our happiness
such as humility, gratitude and meaningful living.” 

Israeli  journalist and Orthodox feminist Naomi Rogen to appear at Tarbut

NAOMI RAGEN

Continued on next page. See “Ragen”.



Ragen replied that “Shimon Peres has been
totally wrong about absolutely every-
thing”.(?)

I noted that it was interesting that we had
Caroline Glick as a guest here last spring (at
the Jewish Heritage Centre’s Kanee Lecture)

and that she was also a right-winger who came to Israel from America,
who also writes for The Jerusalem Post, while two of Israel’s leading
critics on the left, Ari Shavit (who will be the guest lecturer at next
year’s Kanee Lecture) and Gideon Levey - both of whom write for
Haaretz, are Sabras.

Ragen insisted that “there is no left in Israel. There is no one in Israel
who identifies with the left...Just the way that the... New York Times is
on hard times(?),
Haaretz is on hard
times.”

Naomi Ragen cer-
tainly doesn’t pull
any punches, does
she? I am sure it will
be illuminating to
hear such a voice of
tolerance who is in
so total control of
her facts. She will be
speaking Thursday,
November 20, at
7:30 pm. No doubt
the same people
who will likely
applaud Naomi
Ragen in a month’s
time will give an
equally warm recep-
tion to her polar
opposite, Ari Shavit,
next April. 
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BBYO Beat
Rady JCC’s BBYO Program opens for business for 2014-15

By MATTHEW SLUSKY, RRR
Regional Mazkir

BBYO is the world’s leading

Jewish youth movement! A pro-
gram of the Rady JCC, it is the
largest Jewish organization in

Winnipeg for
teens. Open
to students in
Grades 9 –12,
it includes a
variety of pro-
g r a m m i n g
such as
Shabbat din-
ners, coffee
houses, and
much more.

This year’s
BBYO season
kicked off on
S u n d a y ,
September 14
with a fantas-
tic indoor
opening bar-
becue. Held
at the Rady
JCC, 100
Jewish teens
from Grades
9-12 gathered
to meet each
other, renew
past connec-
tions, and

make sure this year started off
with a bang! This year’s regional
board, led by Regional Aleph
Gadol Harlan Abells and
Regional N’siah Julia Kroft (presi-
dents) were also introduced to
the rest of the region. 

The opening program on
September 14 was a great oppor-
tunity for everyone in Red River
Region (RRR) to meet Gabi
Kneller, the new Rady JCC
Youth/BBYO Coordinator. Gabi
warmly welcomed all the teens
and invited everyone to drop by
her office anytime. 

The attendance from all three
boys’ chapters, Alophim, Chadda
and Eskimos, as well as all three
girls’ chapters, Gabriels,
Chaverim, and Bat-Sheva, was
very high. It is never too late in
your high school career to join
BBYO. Whether you are in
Grade 9, 12, or anywhere in
between, contact Gabi to begin
what will be the best years of
your life!

Upcoming BBYO events this
fall include the LTI (Leadership
Training Institute) for regional
and chapter leadership which
will be held at Camp Manitou on
October 24-26, BBG Shabbat
Dinner on November 7; and  IDF
regional program on November
8. The second major convention
will be AIT/MIT (training for the
new Grade 9 members) and will
take place November 21-23 at
Camp Cederwood. Later this year
will be the regional-lead Shabbat
Services on November 29 and on
Saturday December 6 we will be
holding the annual Havdallah
and Coffee House.

Not to mention regular chapter
programs and on-going AZA
Floor Hockey League (guys) and
BBGG (BBG girls games and fit-
ness).

If you would like more informa-
tion on how to get involved,
please contact Rady JCC
Youth/BBYO Coordinator, Gabi
Kneller at gkneller@radyjcc.com.  

 

  

 

 

Stay informed,
get the app!

TO FIND OUT WHERE TO VOTE:
Telephone: 311

Website: www.winnipeg.ca/2014election 

Download the App: winnipeg.ca/2014electionapp

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Some of the more than 100 teens who gathered Sept. 14 for this
year’s BBYO kick-off event: a BBQ at the Rady JCC

Ragen
(Continued from
previous page.)



Former Winnipegger Belva Boroditsky Thomas publishes memoir
By BERNIE BELLAN

I first came across Belva Boroditsky
Thomas’s writing last year when I was
at an event at the Shafestbury
Retirement Residence during which a
piece of her writing titled “An
Adventure Like No Other” was read
out. In that piece, Belva described how
she met her husband, Michael Thomas,
when she was in Wales.

I was impressed enough by Belva’s
writing to contact her and ask whether
she had anything else which I might be
able to reprint in the paper.

Since then, we’ve printed two other
pieces written by Belva – in our
Passover and Rosh Hashana issues.

Not long ago I was contacted by Belva (who was known as
“Beilkeh” when she was younger), who told me that she had actually
published a memoir of her life titled “The Longest Adventure”.

I finished reading Belva’s memoir and found it to be quite fascinat-
ing. For those of you who aren’t familiar with Belva’s lineage, she is a
member of the well-known Boroditsky family, which still has quite a
few members in Winnipeg. Two of her siblings were also famous here
– her sister Sarah (“Sorkeh”) Udow, and her brother David (“Ditz”). (I
love the way everyone had a nickname in the old days.)

Like Sarah and David, Belva became renowned for her singing. She
went on to fashion a very successful career as a soprano, landing roles
around the world. 

But it wasn’t only in her singing that Belva found success. As told in
her beautifully written memoir, once she and her husband settled in
Montreal, she embarked on a series of other pursuits, including teach-
ing and serving for years as chair of various organizations, including
school associations and community centres.

In everything she did, as she describes her various endeavours, she
applied a wisdom and tolerance for others that I found quite unusual.
In fact Belva seems to have been willing to accept almost anyone into
her inner circle, no matter their background. I found the endless
recitation of names of friends – and relatives, to be quite dizzying.
There was absolutely no end to her energy, nor to her curiosity about
just about everything.

Belva and Michael were both intrepid travellers throughout their
lives (and they’re both still alive, by the way) and reading about their
many trips – often to visit their children in far-away lands, is quite
interesting. She has an admirable descriptive ability, along with an
amazing memory for details that most anyone would have long for-

gotten, that bring this book to life.
Yet, if truth be told, what most

Winnipeggers will find the most inter-
esting parts of her book are the early
chapters, where she describes growing
up in Winnipeg in the 1930s and 40s.
While Belva came from an observant
Jewish family – as were most Jewish
families in Winnipeg at that time, she
herself married a non-Jewish man, and
none of her children married Jews. In
some ways her story is a tale of assim-
ilation.

I’m sure that Belva wouldn’t see it
that way, but considering how willing
she has always been to accommodate
herself to other faiths and traditions,

she is a model of modern Jewish liberalism, but also someone to
whom Jewish identity is not all that important. I don’t suppose you
need to look any further than Belva’s stories about each of her very
accomplished five children to realize that the very Jewish upbringing
in Winnipeg that Belva and her siblings received is by and large some-
thing that none of her children received. (Not that I’m anyone to talk.
The difference, I suppose, is that the names Sarah Udow and David
Boroditsky were synonymous with so much of what was identifiably
Jewish in Winnipeg for such a long time.)

Moreover, some of the tales Belva tells about her family – although
not very often, might have been left better unsaid. (There is one par-
ticularly nasty part about a woman who married a Boroditsky who
comes across as quite bizarre. Even if that part is true – and I have no
way of knowing whether it is or not, it contrasts completely with
Belva’s consistently positive tone about just about every other relative
who’s mentioned in her memoir, including many individuals who
would probably be well known to our readers.)

But, to give you a sample of Belva’s fine writing style – also, what
might be seen as her fairly caustic wit at times, following is an excerpt
that mentions two well-known individuals:

“Over the summer, I was unsure of what lay ahead. I spoke to no one
about my relationship with David, and everyone was trying to fix me
up with younger men about town. I had a few dates with a self-
absorbed Issie (sic.) Asper whose business aspirations did not interest
me. He became a billionaire, an owner of newspapers and television
stations and a great supporter of human rights organizations in
Winnipeg. I would have had a more financially secure career and
lifestyle had we gotten together, but I’d already met a man whose
interests were more open to the wider world I wanted to live in. I had

more serious court-
ing from Max
Freedman, known
around the city as
the brilliant reporter
working for the
M a n c h e s t e r
Guardian, who
bored me with his
ramblings about
world politics and
his ulcerous stom-
ach.”

As a final note I
should explain that
Belva Boroditsky
Thomas’s book is not
available yet in
Winnipeg book-
stores (If that
changes, I’ll let read-
ers know.), but it can
be ordered directly
from the publisher,
simply by phoning
the number given
here:

iUniverse LLC
1-800-Authors (1-

800-288-4677)
The book is also

available as an “e-
book” for the low
price of $3 from the
same publisher.
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Carol Matas and Per Brask launch two books at same time
Recently the husband and wife

team of Per Brask and Carol Matas
launched two new books together at
McNally Robinson Booksellers. 

Matas, the prolific author of books
for younger readers, has written a
book titled “Tucson Jo” about a
young Jewish girl who moves to
Tucson, Arizona with her family
toward the end of the 19th Century.
The book is based upon a true story. 

Following is a review of“Tucson Jo”
by writer Ruth Latta:

Carol Matas’s historical novel,
“Tucson Jo”, is about father-daughter
conflict, women’s struggle for equali-
ty and the Wild West, subjects guar-
anteed to stir the imaginations of
readers in their “tweens” or early
teens. 

The novel is full of action scenes. Jo
has spirited arguments with her Papa,
races on horseback with her
boyfriend, averts a bank robbery, encourages her siblings to heckle at
an election rally, knocks a gun out of a harasser’s hand, and, with the
other passengers, hits the floor of a train when, outside, Wyatt Earp
and his fellow lawmen scare off the Clanton gang and kill outlaw
Frank Stilwell.

The year is 1882, and 14-year-old Josephine Fiedler has recently
moved with her parents and siblings, Isaac and Mabel, from staid
Boston to the raw western town of Tucson, Arizona, where the dry cli-
mate may help her father’s lung problems. He manages a department
store, and her mother does charity work and hosts musical and book
club evenings with other Jewish ladies in town. 

The Fiedlers are on easy terms with other families, including their
neighbours the Ryans. Mr. Ryan is a wealthy saloon owner with a large
house and a corral of horses. The children of both families move freely
in and out of each other’s homes, and the eldest son, Connie, is teach-
ing Jo to ride.

Jo finds the long skirts and petticoats of the 1880s restrictive, and she
hates riding sidesaddle. When she borrows a pair of her brother’s
trousers and wears them around the house, her father disapproves. Jo’s
many ambitions and discontentments are typical of a 14-year-old. She
wishes that her father would teach Hebrew to her as well as to her
brother, Isaac, and fears her education will be limited to “music,
needlepoint and reading”. In fact, unlike many girls her age in Tucson,
she attends the local public school. She calls her father a “tyrant”, but
it is clear to the reader that he is not.

Mr. Fiedler decides to run for mayor of Tucson because it needs “a
sense of propriety, decorum and a civilizing influence”. He intends to
“do away with the bawdy houses that proliferate on Main Street”. He
tells Jo that women wearing trousers will not “contribute to the digni-
ty” of the town. His specific plans include a ban on guns in public
within the city limits (except for the sheriff and deputie)s; a water sup-
ply; a fire department and a public library.

The plot thickens when Mr. Ryan joins the race, running a campaign
of anti-Semitism, public humiliation and dirty tricks. As disillusioned

Connie tells Jo, “Your pa seems to care
about the town and wants to do what’s
best for everyone. My pa cares about
this family and his business and making
money, and if it’s good for him, well,
that’s all that matters.”

Readers cheering for the side of
integrity and good government will not
be disappointed. The wearing apparel
issue is solved at the end with a com-
promise. Over the course of the novel,
Jo learns much about the balance
between individual freedom and the
good of society as a whole.

In her “Afterword”, the author
explains that the fictional Mr. Fiedler is
based upon the real life Charles Strauss
(1840-1892) who was the first Jewish
mayor of Tucson (1882-4) and who
instituted many civic reforms and
improvements. He had a distinguished
career, later serving as superintendent
of public instruction for the Arizona ter-
ritory from 1887 to 1890. The real life

Mr. Strauss and his wife had five children, perhaps one like the fic-
tional Jo.

Matas also notes in the “Afterword” that Charles Strauss passed a city
ordinance, Ordinance 44, on April 19, 1883, which stipulated: “If any
person shall appear... in a dress not belonging to his or her sex... such per-
son shall be deemed guilty of having committed a misdemeanour.” The
penalty was a fine of up to $300 or jail for up to six months.

In her “Epilogue”, the author tells briefly what her characters went
on to achieve in life. Fans will look forward to a sequel.

Per Brask’s book is aimed at a much different audience than his
wife’s. Following is a review of “Foundational Thoughts in Judaism”,
reprinted withpermission of the reviewer, Dr. Jane Barter Moulaison :

“Foundational Thoughts in Judaism” is an eminently readable intro-
duction to Jewish thought by Andreas Simonsen (1923–1991). This
book examines the seemingly contradictory poles of Jewish thought
(such as belief at once in God as Father and as Ruler of the Universe),
and examines these as essential and complementary, or, in Simonsen’s
thought as working in disconjunction with one another.

For me, the chief merit of this book is in its apologetic quality as it
presents a plausible account of the nature of Jewish thought in a lan-
guage that is accessible today. Specifically, Simonsen provides an
account of the God of Israel as one who is not arbitrary or evolving (as
many biblical scholars would have it), but who is capacious and poly-
valent in his encounter with Israel. 

More than this, Simonsen teases out the ethical implications of belief
in such a God. He does this not through abstraction, but through a
dwelling on the internal consistency of Jewish law and life that is not
immediately apparent. For example, in his lovely reflections on grati-
tude, Simonsen alerts us to the close link between gratitude and mem-
ory, which to Simonsen, is the foundation of Jewish ethics. As we
remember God’s mercy toward Israel, we are compelled to be merci-
ful in turn.

This book is grounded in the Bible and in the Talmud, but Simonsen
approaches these texts in an organic way, as he explores specific con-
cepts in Judaism. 

This book flows gracefully as the various texts help to illuminate the
theme and the reader is adequately prepared to engage the text
through Simonsen’s (and Brask’s) clear prose. It is a testament to the
range of Simonsen’s knowledge that the Talmud and the Bible can be
interwoven so seamlessly.

This book would serve as an excellent introduction to Jewish
thought for those interested in the study of Judaism or for those who
wish to deepen their own Jewish faith in light of modern criticism of
religion in general and Judaism in particular. It offers an account of
Judaism that is easily compatible with humanism–indeed, one might
say that Judaism in this account is the proper orientation of humanism
as it divests humanism of its tendency toward self-sufficient pride. It
also offers a useful comparison between Christianity and Judaism
which generally displays the compatibility of the teachings of these
two major religions.

Dr. Jane Barter Moulaison is Chair, Department of Religion and
Culture at the University of Winnipeg.
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Joint book launch at McNally Robinson Booksellers, Oct.
1, 2014: (from left to right) Young Adult author Carol
Matas; Fictive Press publisher, Morri Mostow; author and
dramaturge Per Brask.

For middle grades - “Tucson Jo”:
A new historical novel with Jewish themes
“Papa is a tyrant; that’s what he is – a tyrant! And I will always be

subject to his whims!” When her father decides to run for mayor of
Tucson in 1882, fourteen-year-old Josephine Fiedler is reluctant to
support his bid. “I could be sealing my fate, helping to elect some-
one who wants nothing more than my docility.” With a mind of her
own, Jo is in constant conflict with her father and doesn’t know how
to back down when she feels she is in the right. “Without law, with-
out order, there is no freedom,” states her father, but Jo wants noth-
ing less than the freedom he promised her when he uprooted the
family from “civilized” Boston to the Wild West of the Territory of
Arizona because of his health. When violence erupts during the
election campaign and her father’s opponent attacks him for being
an Israelite, Jo has to reconsider her position and even what it
means to be a Jew. Inspired by Tucson’s first Jewish mayor, Tucson Jo
is packed with action and deeds of derring-do, shootouts and
holdups, while dealing with serious moral issues like right and
wrong, law and order, and women’s rights.
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #1

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

OCT. 15

DANIEL JASON KRINDLE
1940 – 2014

Our dear friend, Danny,
passed away peacefully
on September 20, 2014 at
the St. Boniface Hospi-
tal, at the age of 74.

As a young man in high
school and university, he
was a fine athlete, who
excelled at Football.  He
was extremely popular
and personable.  From a
relatively young age,
Danny had already made

up his mind about his future.
The facts were; Danny was a confirmed bachelor,

and after he graduated from Law School, he planned to
move to Los Angeles where he would become a lawyer
“to the stars”.  In the early seventies off he went;
arriving in Los Angeles, he could not practice his
profession until he passed the American Bar Exams,
and had to accept a clerkship in a law office until this
was accomplished.  Working hard he passed the exams,
and was admitted to the California Bar in 1973.

By the late 1970’s, Danny was making great head-
way and his law practice was beginning to flourish.  He
was a fine litigator and had his greatest success during
the 1980’s.  In those days, anyone visiting Danny from
Winnipeg could attest to his playboy lifestyle with all
the impressive trappings.  He was always happy to see
his old friends and was the best host – generous and fun
loving.  His many friends were sure to come back to
Winnipeg, their visits enhanced with a taste of Holly-
wood glamour, thanks to Danny.  He seemed to know
everybody on the scene, and was a well-liked man
about town.

Unfortunately, his life fell apart in the early nineties
and in 1993 he returned to Winnipeg.  Practicing law
was not in his future, and for several years he struggled
with various vocations, none of which allowed him to
attain a lifestyle he previously enjoyed.  During this
very difficult time for Danny, he remained close to his
good friends, and even though he was very frustrated
with his change in lifestyle, he made extraordinary
efforts to support himself.

Finally, after many years of running into dead ends,
he accepted a retirement position that allowed him a
comfortable place to live, and the responsibility of
managing a facility which he ably carried out for many
years.  Danny went into full retirement 3 years ago, but
unfortunately, his health started to deteriorate in Janu-
ary 2014.  He left us suddenly, but with acceptance and
dignity.

A graveside burial took place on September 22, 2014
at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.  Mr. Bill Weissmann,
Shammes, officiated and pallbearers were; Don Fraser,
Marshall Freed, Richard Klassen, Cliff Lazareck,
Samuel Lazareck and Jean Paul Van Der Kooy.  Danny
was predeceased by his parents, Sophie and Sam
Krindle.   He is survived by his sister, Rhonda Klassen
(Richard and Family) and Mel Lazareck (Karyn and
Family).  Special thanks to his two devoted friends Jean
Paul Van Der Kooy and Don Fraser, who visited and
cared for Danny during his recent hospital stay.

ALLAN HOWARD LEVINE
April 20, 1954 - August 20, 2014

It is with profound sorrow that, we announce the
peaceful passing of Allan Howard Levine on August
20, 2014.....a native of Winnipeg living in Vancouver
to be closer to his beloved sister Marcia. Allan was
predeceased by his parents Morris and Dorothy (Rubin)
Levine. Allan was a man well educated, a world
traveller, humorous and well respected by all those
fortunate to be touched by his loving soul. He shall be
missed.

SUE FELDMAN (BOGDONOV)
On October 2, 2014, at

the age of 79, surrounded
by family, Sue passed
away. Sue was prede-
ceased by her parents,
Edward and Dorothy
Bogdonov, and by her
infant daughter Deborah.
She is survived by her
loving husband of 62
years, Robert (Bob)
Feldman, her brother
Jack, and her children

Sheri (Ben Zvi), Murray, Karen (Richter), and Harold.
Her memory will be cherished by her grandchildren:
Yossi, Noga and Shachar Ben Zvi, Miri, Yacov, Gershon
and Shia Richter, and Jared Feldman, and by her 15
great-grandchildren in Israel and Australia.

Sue grew up in Winnipeg’s north end and attended
St. John’s High School. She had a beautiful voice and
sang in many a musical and choir. Her children and
grandchildren fondly remember the clothes she sewed
for them; the sweaters she knitted and crocheted, and
the delicacies and pastries that would magically appear
if you mentioned wanting something.

A member of the close-knit “Hershberg/Bogdonov”
clan, Sue was the family historian and the keeper of the
family. She made a point of staying in contact with
generations of relatives near and far. Her warmth and
kind manner drew people to her. Sue worried about
everyone else first - to the very end. Her passing leaves
a hole in many hearts.

The family would like to express special thanks to
Evelyn Mitchell, and to the nursing staff and the aides
at Seven Oaks Hospital 5th floor Palliative Care, for
their care and compassion while Sue was with them,
and to the ladies of the Chesed Shel Emes for their care
with her.

A graveside funeral was held on Friday, October 3 at
the Rosh Pina Cemetery, with Rabbi Lander officiat-
ing.

Donations can be made in her honour to Cancer Care
Manitoba, Kaufmann -Silverberg Library, or the char-
ity of your choice.

May her memory be blessed.

EDWARD GREENBERG
 It is with profound sad-

ness, that the family of
Edward Greenberg an-
nounces his passing on
September 7, 2014, at the
age of 95. Dad left us
peacefully surrounded by
his loving family.

Dad was predeceased
by his son Shane and his
son-in-law Jim. He is sur-
vived by his wife Corinne,
daughters Sandra Gordon
and Brenda Tenenbein
(Milton), grandchildren

Burton Tenenbein, Paul Tenenbein (Rachel Gropper),
Marshall Tenenbein (Candice), Rachel Tenenbein
(Sasha Opotowsky), and Sarah Kuzyk, and great-
grandchildren Jacob and Ethan Tenenbein and
Abbygayle Shane Kuzyk.

Dad was born on December 21, 1918 in what was
then Romania. Having lost his father to the ravages of
the pogroms of 1919, his mother left Romania with
only the shirt on her back and two young children in
search of a better life. After a journey of incredible
courage and survival, she arrived in Winnipeg with

Dad and his older sister. Dad’s mother remarried and
ultimately there were seven children growing up on
Burrows Avenue, east of Main Street. The Red River
was his playground.

Dad was a kind, loving devoted and hard working
man - a true mensch. His love of humanity was obvious
to all. Throughout his life Dad had a thirst for knowl-
edge and read voraciously. He had a strong belief in his
faith and in the enduring future of the State of Israel.
Dad was proud of his service overseas in WW11 and
was an active member of the General Monash Branch
of the Royal Canadian Legion.

After his return from the war, Dad was making plans
to move to the Bronx to join his mother’s family.
Shortly before Dad was scheduled to leave for New
York he accompanied his lifelong friend, Irv Rifkin, to
Winnipeg Beach. This was a time when young people
took the train to the beach, attended the evening dance,
and then came back to the city on the Moonlight
Special. As fate would have it, Irv introduced Dad to
Mom at the dance that evening. They married shortly
after and the rest as they say, is history. Sixty-seven
years later Dad was still an adoring husband. Until the
week before his death, he shuffled every evening to
Mom’s room in the personal care home in which they
both resided to make sure she was comfortably tucked
into bed for the night.

Dad’s love for his family knew no bounds and he was
equally loved in return. He was the best husband,
father, zaida and alta zaida. We miss him so much but
take comfort in knowing he will live in our hearts
forever.

A graveside service was held at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on September 9, 2014, with Bill Weissman
presiding. Pallbearers were Milton Tenenbein, Burton
Tenenbein, Paul Tenenbein, Marshall Tenenbein, Sasha
Opotowsky and Allan Levine. Honourary pallbearer
was Harry Kreel. Dave Chochinov represented Dad’s
beloved Legion branch.

The family extends its gratitude to Dr. Ken
VanAmeyde, Dad’s physician of many years, and to
the St. Boniface Hospital Emergency Department and
E6 staff for their compassionate care during Dad’s final
days.

The family kindly requests, if so desired, donations
to honour Dad’s memory be directed to the Canadian
Magen David Adom for Israel or the Cheryl Arnold
Memorial Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

Unveiling

The son of the late

ISSIE
EPSTEIN (z”l)

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, October 26
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 2, Section J,
Row 13, Plot 6

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID BAKER
who passed away
October 17, 2002

12 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Gerry, son Les, son-in-law
Jack,  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH M.
BENDER
who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 Days in Tishrei
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH

DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL FINK
who passed away
October 3, 2013

29 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, sister and brother-
in-law and family.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID ARI
HERSHFIELD

who passed away
October 9, 2007

28 days in Tishrei, 5768
— Forever remembered and
loved by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

16th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In loving memory of

MORRIS
(MOISHE)

LEVINE
who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Marcia.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA
MICFLIKIER

who passed away
October 17, 1998
27 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ANNA
MOSCOVITCH

who passed away
October 19, 2006
28 Days in Tishrei

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

YOCHEVED

(JEANETTE)

PERLOV
who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

Sadly missed
Forever in our hearts
— Her children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

30th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

SEGAL
who passed away
October 18, 1984
22 Days in Tishrei

Already thirty years have
passed since you left us. Our
sorrow will forever be as great
as the day you were taken from
us and your memory shall never
be forgotten in the hearts of
your daughter, Edna, son-in-
law Hy, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 21, 2011
23 days in Tishrei

 Always remembered and
forever missed.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HYMIE (CHAIM)

TELCHEN
who passed away
October 30, 1986
28 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered, loved
and missed by his nieces and
nephews, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CYRIL
ZELICKSON

who passed away
October 11, 2004
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

OCT. 22

In loving memory of

ANN

DUTKEVICH
Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his daughters,
son-in-law, grandchildren,
sister, nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID
COLBERG
who passed away
October 28, 2008
29 days in Tishrei

Always in our thoughts.
— Lovingly remembered by
sister Audrey, son Shawn,
and granddaughter Desiree.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 20, 2009

2 Days in Chesvan
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY

GOLDBERG
who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.

In Memoriam

SARA
BERKAL

who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi

LOUIS BERKAL
who passed away

October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your LovingChildren, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY

LOWENSTEIN
who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

9th Yahrzeit 10th Yahrzeit

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren. In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

RUTH MINUK
who passed away
October 12, 2010

4 Days in Chesvan
We will always love
and miss you
— Your children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LOUIS PAISNER
who passed away
October 31, 1957

5 days in Cheshvan, 5718
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL

(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of

LEON

SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM SEGAL

(nee Atnikov)
who passed away
October 11, 2007
30 Days in Tishrei

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
—Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and siblings.

In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

Three Israeli
soldiers who

fought in
Gaza commit-

ted suicide
J E R U S A L E M

(JTA) – Three Israeli
soldiers who
fought in Israel’s
Gaza operation
have committed
suicide in recent
weeks. 

The soldiers, all
from the Givati
Brigade, used their
a r m y - i s s u e
weapons to take
their lives, accord-
ing to reports. The
weapons were
found next to the
soldiers’ bodies. 

A reservist also
committed suicide
during his reserve
duty replacing
troops who were
sent to Gaza. 

One of the
Givati troops was
lone soldier David
Gordon from
Ohio, whose body
was found with his
weapon beside
him in a ditch after
he was missing for
two days. 

The Israeli mili-
tary’s criminal
investigation divi-
sion is looking into
the incidents. 

Next issue of 
The Jewish Post 

& News: 
Oct. 29.

Deadline for 
obituaries or 
memoriams:

Oct. 23.



David Topper’s latest book: “Idolatry & Infinity: Of Art, Math, & God”
“Infinity has

ruffled feathers
in mathematics
almost since
the field’s
beginning.”–
“To Settle
I n f i n i t y
Dispute, a

New Law of Logic” by Natalie
Wolchover (Quanta Magazine
November 26, 2013)

“You shall have no other gods before
me. You shall not make for yourself a
carved image, or any likeness of any-
thing that is in heaven above, or that is
in the earth beneath, or that is in the
water under the earth.” –Exodus 20:3-6 

“In many ways this book is the fruit of
43 years of teaching science history and
art history at the University of
Winnipeg,” writes historian Dr. David
R. Topper, senior scholar at the U of W,
in the epilogue of his intriguing and
intellectually challenging (at least for
some people) newest book, “Idolatry &
Infinity: Of Art, Math, & God” (Universal Publishers 133 pg. soft-cover
$25.00).

What a treat those classes must have been for the inquisitive student.
Now others too can share in the good professor’s lessons. 

As the author explains, some unwritten stories only exist in frag-
ments. In this book, for the first time, the histories of the injunction
against idolatry and the dread of infinity are uniquely woven into one,
says the author. Who knew these stories were interrelated?

“It was written to tell a dual story that I believe has never been told
before, combining the history of the ban on imagery (iconoclasm)
with the history of infinity in both math and theology,” explained Dr.
Topper during an earlier interview with The Jewish Post & News.

“The iconoclasm part is mainly the domain of art historians and his-
torians of cultural history. By reading my book those historians may
also learn about infinity in mathematics. Math and science buffs
would be attracted to the math stuff but would also learn about icon-
oclasm and theology.” 

Dr. Topper deals with an array of specific topics including: an expla-
nation of Zeno’s paradoxes; how a phobia about infinity arose in the
math of Pythagoras; an in-depth account of connection of infinity and
space in Renaissance art; an exposition of geometry in Islamic art;
some details of the massive destruction of art during the Protestant
Reformation; a description of how calculus introduced the idea of an
infinitesimal; and the 20th Century concept of an infinite infinites.

As the author points out cosmologists have long sought to discover
whether infinity exists in our physical universe: Are there an infinite
number of stars? Does the universe have infinite volume? Does space
“go on forever”? “This is an open question of cosmology,” he writes.

Meanwhile, the spectre of idolatry has haunted the three Western
religions since the biblical prohibition.

A reader learns that the story of iconoclasm runs from ancient times,
where Jews largely ignored the ban on images, through the icono-
clastic episodes in Islam and Christianity, and into modern times dur-
ing the French Revolution.

Significantly, therefore, as Dr. Topper observes, the idea of a ban on
imagery in Jewish history is a great myth. The Second Commandment
prohibition of imagery was mainly ignored in Judaism, but not by
Islam and some Christians, he says.

“The Second Commandment  has not only been interpreted as being
about picture books, it also was said to encompass imagery through-
out religious ritual, and it is within this larger framework that we find
the ancient Israelites were not averse to producing likenesses of what
is on earth, in the waters, or even in the heavens,” the author writes.

“Put simply and bluntly; the biblical injunction against images
notwithstanding, the practice in life and worship among Jews from the
start was steeped in visual imagery.”

He then reveals how Islam, “despite the iconoclastic core,” was in
reality an exceedingly visual religion. This leads, for example, to a
comparison of The Torah with The Qur’an as visual documents.

A bit later, we read that during the Renaissance, infinity arose unex-
pectedly in visual art with the discovery of linear perspective where
God was identified with the vanishing point.

“A perhaps surprising thesis
of this book is that a conceptu-
al and secular form of icono-
clasm continued as the revul-
sion of illusionism in Modern
Art,” according to Topper, the
author of two previous books:
“How Einstein Created
Relativity out of Physics and
Astronomy” (Springer 254 pg.
2013), and “Quirky Sides of
Scientist: True Tales of
Ingenuity and Error from
Physics and Astronomy”
(Springer 210 pg. 2007).

“More recently it flared up in
the dynamiting of two large
statues of the Buddha by the
Taliban in Afghanistan in
2001.”

Anyone with a curiosity about any of the several specific topics
might be attracted to the book, and in the course of reading it, the
reader would be introduced to other unexpected topics.

“Math and science buffs familiar with some aspects of infinity may
first learn of its link with art, as well as a long association with theol-
ogy - right up to the present,” notes the author.

With visual aids for the uninitiated, this book may likewise grant the
art lover access into a previously uncharted territory - a math venture
to stretch the mind, although some of the material may require some
slow reading.

A curious mind won’t be disappointed.
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DR. DAVID R. TOPPER:
“Put simply and bluntly;
the biblical injunction
against images notwith-
standing, the practice in
life and worship among
Jews from the start was
steeped in visual
imagery.”



Don’t tell David Blatt that you can never go home again
And so it has come to pass that the NBA

Cleveland Cavaliers have brought in a Jewish
ringer ….of sorts. The gentleman is nobody’s
fool either and it’s not because he majored in

English literature at Princeton, where he honed his skills as a point
guard with the basketball Tigers. In fact this Israeli-American is
admired both in North America and wherever else the hoops game is
played virtually throughout the world.

At age 55 he hasn’t ever been recognized as an icon on the court
because of his jump shot, rebounding skills, or ability to dribble and
slam dunk the ball; rather it’s due to his otherworldly ability to coach
the game to which he has literally become addicted. 

Just as the majority of Canadian kids have in one way or the other
embraced the sport of hockey, a young David Blatt, who grew up in
Framingham, Mass. near Boston, sauntered about with a transistor
radio in his ear and fantasized of one day maybe playing pro basket-
ball with the legendary Celtics. 

At this juncture of his life, when many of his peers are primarily pre-
occupied planning retirement and keeping their travel agent on
speed-dial - plus a retainer to boot, his carefully planned resumé
became so impressive that more than a few NBA owners and GM’s
were making a strong run at Blatt. 

What was so attractive about this mere mortal that so hastily
induced Cleveland management to take the elastic off the bankroll
and hire David, who is by all accounts the embodiment of the almost
perfect teacher? Being the initial franchise to gamble and to sign on
an international head coach of some renown also had much appeal
for Cavaliers’ investors. 

Blatt, who had played and coached in Europe for the past 33 years,
met wife Kinneret, an Israeli, at Kibbutz Gan Shmuel. Before long they
married in 1991 and now have four children.

All of Blatt’s accomplishments as a professional
head coach overseas are too numerous to men-
tion. Four times he was named Israeli League
“Coach of the Year.” Maccabi Tel Aviv under his
tutelage won the Israeli Cup title six times and just
this past spring he led Maccabi Electra Tel Aviv to
the 2014 Euroleague Championship and was
named Euroleague “Coach of the Year”. The cham-
pionship game resulted in an 98-96 overtime win
over heavily favored Real Madrid 98-86 in over-
time in Milan, after coming from behind a 15
point deficit. The teams were tied 73-73 following
regulation. An estimated 10,000 fans travelled to
Italy for the game.

David has also coached in Italy, Turkey, Greece,
and Russia where in 2005 he was voted their
“Coach of the Year” in the Russia Super League.

An interesting observation by Manuel Berti on
the Italian Basketball Inside blog called the victo-
ry a “masterpiece that was incredible, crazy, sur-
real. It is the triumph of an entire people who
arrived en masse to fill and color the streets of
Milan.” 

Whereas many among us can be ill at ease with
change, Blatt does not share that discomfort. It was
time for him after two decades abroad to follow
his dream of one day coaching in the NBA. He
had, as a player, done it all, including winning a
gold medal with the US in the Maccabiah Games
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Alzheimer Care 
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Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
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President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

DAVID BLATT - former coach of Maccabi Tel Aviv
Israeli-American is the new head coach of the Cleveland Cavaliers.

Continued on next page. 



in the early 80s and starring him-
self  in the Israeli Super League. 

Rumours abounded that a number of teams were pursuing the
hoops’ teacher who had never even been selected as a player out of
Princeton in the 1981 NBA Player Draft. On this occasion, however,
it was no contest. Following a six-week search for their third head

coach in three years, Cavaliers’ GM David Griffin on June 20th chose
his much-in-demand international head coach. 

Blatt stated at the press conference announcing his official arrival
that the Cavs have the pieces to be a contender. That observation may
well be the understatement of the year when one peruses Cleveland’s
roster for the upcoming campaign consisting of recent arrivals LeBron
James and Kevin Love to go along with Kyrie Irving, Anderson Varejao,
and Dion Waiters. 

There will be many a pro basketball aficionado, of course, who will
doubtless argue that with that outfit even they could turn around the
Cavaliers despite their 33-49 finish in 2013-14. The games, remember
though, aren’t played on paper, but on the hardwood where “Lady
Luck” and the omnipresent injury bug can wreak havoc from time to
time. Go figure, eh?

Many of you may have been preoccupied, with this being the over-
lap season and major league baseball playoffs, pro football, and hock-
ey nicely underway, and not known that Blatt’s beloved Maccabi
Electra Tel Aviv team is touring North America.They just played a pair
of early October exhibition games against the Cavaliers and the
Brooklyn Nets.

Game one against Maccabi saw the Cavaliers defeat Tel Aviv 107-
80. The Cleveland Jewish News reported that David was “anticipating
the preseason opener since the day he was hired as head coach. “I
was nervous before the game, but not because it was the first time I
coached in the NBA (but) I was playing against my friends.” 

Blatt then philosophically added “If you’ve got a brother and you go
to play outside you’re dying to beat him. But if you do, you feel bad.
There was no way to really win that game.” (James scored 12 points
before resting in the second half, while Irving added 16 and Love 11).
Maccabi, two days later on October 7th, was beaten by the Brooklyn
Nets 111-94. 

In his final observation in front of the press Blatt shared: “I was
happy and fulfilled in what I was doing, but I never for a moment lost
the hope that I would come full circle and make my way back to the
places where I grew up and to be part of something that was so much
of me.”

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT
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from Grant Park S.C.
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parking, on bus route.
Contact 204-453-5178
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Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
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• appraisals
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Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

both by age grouping and geographic
location. I’ve also included figures
from 2001, although not broken
down by age cohort.

Not surprisingly, the data produced by StatsCan show that our
population here is predominantly older, with almost 40% over the
age of 55.

The largest single age cohort, as one would expect, is made up of
individuals 65 and over, and the next largest cohort, again not sur-
prisingly, is made up of baby boomers (age 55-64). 

One of the results that I gleaned from the StatsCan data, however,
is that the number of young Jews (those under the age of 15) was rel-
atively small in 2011, with only 1,430 in that age cohort. Again, it
isn’t surprising to learn that over half our population is over the age
of 45, which is consistent with the notion that ours is an aging com-
munity.

Again, not surprisingly, the vast majority of our population is now
concentrated south of the Assiniboine River, with over 70% living in
the two federal ridings of Winnipeg South and Winnipeg South
Centre. As I reported last issue, however, there is still a sizeable pop-
ulation in the north end, predominantly in the West Kildonan
–Garden City-Maples area. The population in what used to be con-
sidered the traditional “North End” – the area north of McAdam, has
shrunk to only 440. Of that total north end population, moreover,
29% is over 65 (in comparison with a total of 23% who are over 65
in Winnipeg’s Jewish population as a whole).

To no one’s surprise, I’m sure, the movement of Jews out of all
areas north of the CPR tracks between the years 2001 and 2011 was
enormous. There was a loss of 2,220 Jews from the north end in
those years – not all of whom moved to the south end, as Winnipeg
South Centre, for instance, gained only five Jews. One might deduce
that the reduction in Winnipeg’s Jewish population is a combination
of three factors: A high death rate, a low birth rate, and an ongoing
exodus of individuals and families from Winnipeg. While there may
have been a substantial immigration into Winnipeg over the period
2001-2011, it seems clear that whatever the number of immigrants
may have been, a good many of them have not stayed in Winnipeg;
otherwise our population figures should be considerably higher.
(Granted, many of these immigrants may not have identified as
Jewish by religion in the 2011 NHS - and that’s something that I’ve
noted previously, but if someone doesn’t want to identify as a Jew
on our census, by what right can the Jewish Federation claim that
there are more Jews here than the NHS showed, but they just don’t
want to be called Jews - unless the federation can prove that?) 

In fact, one of the most remarkable results from a comparison of
2001 and 2011 data is a net loss of over 2,000 Jews in Winnipeg.
Once again I can’t help but ask where the Jewish Federation was
coming up with its wildly inaccurate figures – as high as 16,500, for
the size of our population?

While these figures represent only figures for individuals who
reported their religion as Jewish, the trend is clear: Our population
has gone down considerably, not up.

In the table below, also, are data for the number of individuals
who said they were of Jewish ethnic origin in the 2011 NHS.
Unfortunately the statistician from StatsCan with whom I was work-
ing to compile the data was unable to produce figures that would
have broken down respondents’ answers about their ethnic origin
by geographic location the same way she was able to do it for reli-
gious origin.

StatsCan
Continued from page 1.

Continued from previous page.



The Rady JCC is thrilled to present the fifth annual Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture and Jewish Book Fair. This year’s Festival will feature
world-renowned musicians, award-winning authors, films, a special
photography exhibit and Book Fair all showcasing the best of Jewish
culture. “The Rady JCC is pleased to welcome everyone to the Tarbut:
Festival of Jewish Culture. Our terrific line-up of renowned musicians,
award-winning authors and compelling films is what makes Tarbut,
one of the premier arts events around. Be sure to come and celebrate
the best of Jewish culture at Tarbut,” says Rady JCC Assistant
Executive Director, Tamar Barr. All events will take place at the Rady
JCC, 123 Doncaster Street. 

Tarbut’s diverse 2014 line-up includes:
Michael Greilsammer: Saturday, November 15, 8:00 p.m.

Israeli violinist and singer songwriter Michael Greilsammer has

earned himself the title of the world’s only Jewish reggae violinist. His
lyrical mix of French and Hebrew peppers his music, which is influ-
enced by the rhythms of Bob Marley, Irish pubs, Gypsy camps and the
Arab street. 
Songs of our People: The 1985 Concert CD Launch: Featuring per-
formances by eight Cantors from our community: Sunday, November
16, 2:00 p.m.

This program will feature a concert performed by Cantors Tracy
Kasner-Greaves, Anibal Mass, Len Udow, Michael Eskin, Gerry Daien,
Arky Berkal, Judah Smolack and Richard Yaffe. This concert will
explore cantoral music, then to now. Concert produced by Kinsey
Posen. 

Presented in partnership with The Jewish Heritage Centre
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy: Sunday, November 16, 7:30 pm 

Narrated by Joel Grey, this film explores the
unique role of Jewish composers and lyricists
in the creation of the modern American
musical. Peabody Award, 2014; Official
Selection, Toronto International Film Festival,
2013. (USA, 2013)
Wunderkinder (Prodigies): Monday,
November 17, 7:30 pm

From the producers of Europa Europa
comes the moving story of three exceptional
child prodigies - two Jewish, one German -
whose innocent world is turned upside
down. Best Feature, Jerusalem Film Festival,
2011; Best Narrative Feature, Palm Springs
International Film Festival, 2012; Best Feature
Film, San Diego Jewish Film Festival, 2012;
Yad Vashem Chairman’s Award, Jerusalem,
2011.(Germany, 2011)
Anna-Lisa Kirby Presents: The Carole King
Songbook: Tuesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m. 

With a solid all-Winnipeg band consisting
of Will Bonness, Steve Kirby, Larry Roy,
Quincy Davis, Jon Gordon and Derrick
Gardner, and led by the inimitable Anna-Lisa
Kirby, this concert will have you humming
along to your Carole King favourites.
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin: Jewish Literacy,
Humour and Thought: Wednesday
November 29, 7:30

Joseph Telushkin, named by Talk Magazine
as one of the 50 best speakers in the United
States, is the author of the most widely sell-
ing books on Judaism of the past two
decades. His more than 15 books have
shaped what Jewish thought is today.

Presented in cooperation with the Jewish
Book Council.
Naomi Ragen: Thursday, November 20, 7:30
p.m.

Naomi Ragen has published nine interna-
tionally best-selling novels and is the author
of a hit play, Women’s Minyan. An Orthodox
woman, feminist and iconoclast, Naomi is a
tireless advocate for women’s rights in Israel. 
Yemen Blues: Saturday, November 22, 8:00
p.m.

Performing world-wide, the magnetic
Yemeni-born Israeli singer Ravid Kahalani
and his masterful musicians, including Israeli
percussionist Itamar Doari, Israeli-
Uruguayan percussionist Rony Iwryn, New
York bassist and oud player Shanir
Blumenkranz and New York trumpeter
Itamar Borochov, are one of the most grip-
ping and fun live bands in contemporary
music today. 
Jewish Images: A Photography Exhibit; fea-
turing the work of Manuel Sousa, Keith
Levit, and Samantha Katz: Saturday,
November 15-Sunday, November 23.

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
The Israeli Consulate General, The Jewish

Foundation of Manitoba, The Winnipeg Free
Press, The Rabbi Rappaport Education and
Lecture Series Trust, Marjorie and Morley

Blankstein, The Jewish Post & News, 
The Viscount Gort Hotel. 

TICKETS/INFO
Rady JCC Ph: 204-477-7510

www.radyjcc.com

PROGRAM & CONCERT VENUE
Rady Jewish Community Centre

At the Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street
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Michael Greilsammer
French and Hebrew mixed with Irish reggae and rock!

Anna-Lisa Kirby
Presents

The Carole King Songbook
Led by the inimitable Anna-Lisa Kirby and joined 

by an all-Winnipeg band.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin:
Jewish Literacy, Humour 

and Thought
Author of the most widely selling books on 

Judaism of the past two decades.

Naomi Ragen
Novelist, playwright and journalist, Naomi Ragen has 

published nine internationally best-selling novels.

Yemen Blues 
West African rhythms and ancient Jewish Yemeni 

melodies, mambo and funk.

Wunderkinder
and

Broadway Musicals:
A Jewish Legacy

Award-Winning Films.

Songs of Our People: CD Launch 
Featuring eight Cantors from the community.

Jewish Images: A Photography Exhibit 
Featuring the works of Manuel Sousa,

Keith Levit and Samanta Katz.

The Jewish Book Fair
Gifts, books, music and more!

Tickets/Info: 204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com
Rady JCC I Berney Theatre I Asper Jewish Community Campus I 123 Doncaster Street
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Michael 
Greilsammer

Anna-Lisa Kirby

Rabbi Joseph
Telushkin

5th

Annual

Marjorie and Morley
Blankstein

Rabbi Rappaport
EDUCATION AND LECTURE SERIES TRUST

Official supplier

The Rady JCC presents:
The Fifth Annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture and Book Fair

November 15-23, 2014


