
By MYRON LOVE
If the most recent census data is correct, a much higher percentage

of our Jewish community may be attending High Holiday services
than I have previously been reporting. My calculations were based on
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s estimate of a Jewish population of
about 16,000 and possibly as much as 17,000, as Bernie Bellan has
been reporting the National Household Survey (NHS) of 2011 reports.
The most recent census reports that only 10,735 members of our com-
munity identify themselves as Jewish by religion – with another 2,000
counting themselves Jewish by ethnic origin.

Thus, while the Yom Tov numbers may have been much the same in
2013 as they were for the past two years, attendance as a percentage
of the community may be as high as 40%-45% rather than between
25% and 30% as had been previously reported.

The news this Yom Tov is that there was essentially one less congre-
gation. With Rabbi Larry Pinsker leaving the city over the summer, the
New Shul, the year-old breakaway congregation that he led, has vir-
tually disappeared. Last year, the new congregation attracted about
100 people for Yom Tov. While a few members of the congregation
tried holding Yom Tov services in the absence of their rabbi, atten-
dance was meagre.

Where did those congregants go? Presumably some returned to the
Shaarey Zedek from whence they came.  Others no doubt chose other
options – while a few may have stayed home or left town to be with

family elsewhere for Yom Tov.
Ian Staniloff, the executive director of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue,

Winnipeg’s largest congregation, reports that the Shaarey Zedek’s Yom
Tov numbers were up somewhat this year after a slight decline last
year. “We sold 43 more seats this year,” he says. “We budget for about
1,500 congregants and we were on target this year.”

The Shaarey Zedek traditionally has two Rosh Hashonah services
each day to accommodate the synagogue’s large number of congre-
gants. For the second year, Shaarey Zedek sold individual day tickets
rather than the three-day (Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur) package in
cases, for example where worshippers were planning on being out of
town for part of Yom Tov or were otherwise not able to come for all
three days.

Congregation Etz Chayim, our community’s second largest congre-
gation, registered a slight decline in Yom Tov attendance. “It’s the way
we have been trending,” says executive director Jonathan Buchwald.

He reports that the north Winnipeg synagogue had an attendance for
the main service of about 1,100 for 2013. “We also had about 120
children attending our youth services,” Buchwald says.

Rabbi Neal and Carol Rose traditionally have their alternative ser-
vice in the lower level at Etz Chayim. The service drew about 100 this
year – about an average turnout..

At the Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue, the only other Conservative

Off to Israel for two weeks to study security issues
By BERNIE BELLAN

The month of October seems to be the favourite month
of the year for missions to Israel. The Jewish Federation
will be conducting its own annual mission starting Oct.
21. In addition the JNF and Hebrew University also have
missions to Israel with participants from across Canada.

I had originally hoped to be participating in a bike tour,
but that tour was scrapped when we couldn’t find
enough people who wanted to go. So, still wanting to go
to Israel but looking for something a bit different than the
typical mission, I came across something that I think
many readers would also find equally fascinating. It’s called “The Ultimate Mission” and
it’s put on by an organization known as Shurat HaDin – the Israel Law Centre. (website:
IsraelLawCentre.org)

The Shurat HaDin website describes the mission this way: A Military, Humanitarian,
Historical, Judicial, Religious, and Political Reality Check. Experience a dynamic and
intensive weeklong exploration of Israel’s struggle for survival and security in the Middle
East today, with: 
• Briefings by Mossad officials and commanders of the Shin Bet.
• Briefing by officers in the IDF Intelligence and Operations branches.
• A trial of Hamas terrorists in an IDF military court.
• First hand tours of the Lebanese & Syrian front-line military positions and the Gaza
border check-points.
• ATV ride in the Golan Heights, a moonlight boat cruise on the Sea of Galilee, tradi-
tional Shabbat diner in the Old City.
• Meeting Israel’s Arab agents who infiltrate the terrorist groups and provide real-time
intelligence.
• Briefing by Israel’s war heroes who saved the country.
• Meetings with senior Cabinet Ministers and other key policymakers.
• Inside tour of the controversial Security Fence and IDF military bases.

I will be reporting on a regular basis from Israel. Readers will be able to see those
reports, including videos, on our website – jewishpostandnews.ca, as well as in future
issues of the paper

In addition, once the mission is over I will be staying on in Israel to report on other sto-
ries of interest to our readers. 
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News from The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre
Where community lives; where Jewish life thrives         

ADVERTISEMENT

October 16 , 2013

As you might know, I tendered my resignation 
in July and the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre is 
now selecting a new CEO, a process that will be 
completed in the next few weeks. My last day at 
the Centre will be October 25 after which I will 
be moving on to my new position as Clinical 
Nurse Specialist with the Winnipeg Regional 
Health Authority’s Home Care Program. 

Saying goodbye is difficult. I joined the Simkin 
Centre team in June 2012 during a time of 
transition and some stress for the Centre. I 
was immediately struck by the passion and 
calibre of the people here. I came to know 
residents who are delightful and warm; 
families who are engaged and present; staff 
members whose work ethic and commitment 

Margarita Iskijaev hit the ground running 
when she joined the staff of the Saul & 
Claribel Simkin Centre as the Volunteer/
Companion Coordinator in June. From July 
to the end of September, she had already 
recruited and placed 31 new volunteers.

The new volunteers join an existing team 
of about 50 active volunteers committed to 
improving the lives of residents.

Margarita has connected with the national 
One Billion Hours initiative, Volunteer 
Manitoba, and the Gray Academy of Jewish 
Education, among others, as she expands 
the roster. Volunteers at the Centre range 
between the ages of 12 and over 80. They help 
recreation staff with programming, they visit 
with residents, and more. Thanks to the flow 
of new volunteers, the Centre has re-opened 
its occasional tuck shop and expanded the 
dog visiting program.

“Our volunteers – the new ones and the 
ones who have been active for many years – 
absolutely improve the quality of life for our 
residents,” said Margarita. “Volunteers are 
especially important for those residents who 
don’t have family in Winnipeg. They make life 
better for our residents and it’s rewarding for 
the volunteers, too.”

Community 
Information Night
The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre will hold a 
Community Information Night on Wednesday, 
November 13, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
in the Tallman Multi-Purpose Room. The 
program is open to the community. Guests 
will be introduced to our new Board members; 
learn about last year’s accomplishments and 
next year’s goals; receive the Centre’s annual 
report; and have the opportunity to ask 
questions of our Board and senior staff.

VOLUNTEER JUAN SCHWERSENSKY ALONG WITH 
RESIDENTS, BESS KAPLAN, ISSIE EPSTEIN, AND LUBA 
ZALKIND, TOOK ADVANTAGE OF THE BEAUTIFUL LATE 
SUMMER WEATHER TO DECORATE OUR OUTDOOR 
SUKKAH BEFORE THE HOLIDAY.

RESIDENT JOE COHEN SHAKES THE LULAV FOR 
SUKKOT. THE HOLIDAY IS A SPECIAL HIGHLIGHT ON 
THE SIMKIN CENTRE CALENDAR, THANKS TO STAFF 
AND VOLUNTEERS. AND THANKS TO VICE-PRINCIPAL 
LORI BINDER, 18 STUDENTS FROM THE GRAY ACADEMY 
OF JEWISH EDUCATION, AND MEL HORNSTEIN, THE 
FAMILY HAKAFOT SERVICE FOR SIMCHAT TORAH WAS 
ALIVE WITH LAUGHTER AND DANCING.

RECREATION WORKER ALISSA MINAKER AND 
RESIDENTS ANNE REHALUK AND CLAIRE HERTIG 
PREPARE MEALTIME CENTREPIECES FOR RESIDENTS 
OUT OF WEDDING FLOWERS DONATED BY A RECENTLY 
MARRIED STAFF MEMBER.

The Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre  •  1 Falcon Ridge Dr. 
Tel: (204) 586-9781  •  www.simkincentre.ca

go beyond description; volunteers who love to 
bring joy to the residents’ lives; and a Board 
that is focused and driven to excel. 

So while I am looking forward to the 
opportunities awaiting me in my new 
position, I do feel a sense of loss as I say 
goodbye. My time at the Simkin Centre will 
always stand out as a very positive career 
highlight. 

I am proud that I was able to play a small 
part in the progress the Centre has made 
over the past months, and I am confident 
that the progress will continue under a new 
CEO and the current management team, 
staff, and Board. The Saul & Claribel Simkin 
Centre is a first-rate personal care home; the 
Jewish community should be proud. It was an 
honour to work here. 

I wish you continued success. Shalom, and 
thank you. 

Kathleen Klaasen 
Chief Executive Officer

Kathleen Klaasen: “The Saul 
& Claribel Simkin Centre is a 
first-rate personal care home; 
the Jewish community should 
be proud. It was an honour to 
work here.”

Margarita Iskijaev: 
“Volunteers are especially 
important for those residents 
who don’t have family in 
Winnipeg.”

Margarita is a social worker by training and 
has extensive experience in geriatrics and 
palliative care. Prior to arriving in Winnipeg, 
Margarita worked at the Shoham Medical 
Centre for Geriatrics in Pardes Hana, Israel, 
for 10 years. Her position at the Simkin Centre 
is funded primarily through the generosity 
of donors who have designated their gifts to 
advancing the role of volunteers at the Centre.

“Margarita has made a great impression at 
the Centre,” said Cindy Greenlay, Manager 
of Therapeutic Recreation and Volunteer 
Services. “She’s bubbly and approachable. 
People who volunteer with her sense that they 
are part of something very special.” 

To become a volunteer at the Saul & Claribel 
Simkin Centre, contact Margarita at (204) 
589-9008 or by e-mail at Margarita.Iskijaev@
sharonhome.mb.ca.

Volunteer Numbers Growing Dramatically

Shalom and Thank You 



Will rising nationalism renew
Montreal Jewish exodus?

By RON CSILLAG
(JTA) – Battered and bruised by decades of separatist governments,

restrictive language laws and a modern-day exodus, the Jewish commu-
nity of Quebec may finally have something to celebrate.

A new analysis of figures culled from the 2011 Canadian census,
known as the National Household Survey, found that Quebec’s Jewish
population had not dipped below the 90,000 threshold, as had previ-
ously been believed. Montreal’s Federation CJA had projected a Jewish
population in the province of 88,500. The new analysis, which com-
bined the 83,200 Montrealers who said they were Jewish by religion in
the NHS with those who said they were Jewish by ethnic origin, arrived
at a revised figure of approximately 91,000.

That figure is only nominally below the 92,970 Jews counted in 2001,
suggesting that the community decline that began in the 1970s has lev-
eled off “We’re quite pleased,” Charles Shahar, a research coordinator at
Federation CJA, told JTA. “We’re closer to 91,000. That seems to be
encouraging. It’s a positive figure.”

Once the most populous Jewish community in Canada with a peak
Jewish population of 120,000 in 1971, Montreal has seen its Jews
departing for decades, driven out largely by the antagonism to minority
rights espoused by the secessionist Parti Quebecois.

For nearly 40 years, Montreal’s mostly English-speaking Jewish com-
munity has endured not only laws mandating French only on signs and
in the workplace, but a general distress in the face of what the late
Montreal author Mordecai Richler called French Quebec’s “tribalism.”

The latest affront to minorities is the Parti Quebecois’ proposed Charter
of Quebec Values, a measure aimed at instituting religious “neutrality” in
the public sphere by banning “overt and conspicuous” religious head-
wear – including turbans, hijabs and yarmulkes – as well as large cross-
es and crucifixes. Those affected would include civil servants, judges,
doctors, nurses, police officers and teachers.

“This is unprecedented for a North American political jurisdiction
today,” said McGill University sociology professor Morton Weinfeld. “If
you’re an observant Jew, Muslim or Sikh, Quebec may not be the place
for you.” The Parti Quebecois charter has been blasted across Canada as
xenophobic, discriminatory and unconstitutional. Both the Centre for
Israel and Jewish Affairs-Quebec and B’nai Brith Canada have voiced
strong opposition and, in a rare move, Montreal’s Jewish General
Hospital denounced the proposal.

Late last month, kippah-clad Jews joined thousands of Muslims, Sikhs
and Christians in a protest march against the measure, which will be
introduced to the Quebec legislature later this fall. As Parti Quebecois is
a minority party, the measure will need support from opposition parties
to become law.

Regardless of its legislative fate, the charter is emblematic of a move-
ment that has led Montreal Jews to quit the province in droves.

Some 30,000 to 40,000 Jews are believed to have left Quebec in the
years following the Parti Quebecois’ rise to power in 1976. Many were
well-educated young people fed up with political uncertainty, French-
only language laws and public discourse often viewed as intolerant, if
not outright anti-Semitic.

Immigration from French-speaking lands and high birth rates among
the province’s hasidic community helped keep the numbers from slip-
ping more precipitously, but it also has infused the community with a
more Middle Eastern flavor.

In the 20 years following the 1967 Six-Day War, at least 15,000
Sephardim arrived, mostly French-speaking North Africans who integrat-
ed more smoothly into Quebec’s milieu than their English-speaking
Ashkenazi cousins. Shahar estimates that Montreal’s Sephardic commu-
nity stands at 21,000, or nearly a quarter of the total – numbers that
remain largely unchanged since 2001.

“We don’t really connect,” Claude Lautman, 66, a psychologist who
has lived in Montreal since 1961, said of the Sephardim. “We have dif-
ferent synagogues, different schools. There’s a lack of outreach between
the two communities.”

One sector whose ranks are growing are the haredi Orthodox, who
currently number 15,ooo to 16,000, or about 17 percent of the total
Jewish population. Shahar said he expects their numbers to double every
15 to 20 years. There has also been an influx of French Jews seeking to
leave behind anti-Semitism in their native country, but their numbers are
hard to quantify As of 2008, Jewish Immigrant Aid Services had open
files on 200 French Jews, though there are likely many more who did not
need the agency’s services.

Some Jewish figures, like Canadian lawmaker Irwin Cotler, believe it’s
unlikely the charter will be enacted in its current form. Even so, Weinfeld
feels the proposal represents “extreme nationalism” that will hasten the
“ethnic cleansing” of non-Francophones.

Shahar said he would not know whether the Jewish exodus from
Quebec has stopped until figures showing mobility over the last five
years are released.
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One of the advantages of my being my own
boss when it comes to running a newspaper is
that I can devote space to an issue that would
probably be ignored by almost every other
media outlet in this province.

Such was the case ten years ago when I took
a long and a hard look at the Crocus Fund, an
investment fund that had been held up for
adulation by so many Manitobans, (including

this writer, I admit) for far too long. It was when I realized, however,
that there were serious problems with that fund that I dared to write an
exposé that plunged this paper into some serious legal issues as the
Crocus Fund fought back with a vengeance. In the end I was fully vin-
dicated, but not before I learned how dangerous it is to challenge
sacred cows in this province.

As you can see from my report on English as an Additional Language
programs in Manitoba, however, which appears on pages 8 and 9 of
this paper, there are other issues to which I devote my attention from
time to time, even if they are ignored by other larger media. In this case
the issue is the huge amount of money that is spent by our federal gov-
ernment in offering EAL programs to immigrants when that same fed-
eral government has insisted that newcomers to Canada be proficient
in either English or French.

Something doesn’t add up here. Either the province of Manitoba is
simply unable to attract enough immigrants who are proficient in
either English or French or the bureaucrats administering our immigra-
tion programs are  ignoring the ostensible requirements for language
proficiency that are in place.

Yet, as I also note, there are so many people who now have a stake
in continuing these EAL progams that it is going to be very difficult to
see them reduced in size. One of the lessons that I draw from this cla-
sic case of bureaucratic resistance to change - in this case a govern-
ment supposedly determined to completely overhaul our immigration
system, is that there is very little governments can actually do to mod-
ify existing programs once those programs have developed  strong and
determined constitutencies that do not want to see any modifications
to particular programs.

Further, when larger media outlets choose to ignore an issue of this
sort, as they all did in the case of the Crocus Fund, bureaucrats are
even further able to ignore their erstwhile political masters without any
repercussions. In the case of the EAL industry I have tried to interest
larger media in taking  a look at the EAL industry in Winnipeg but have
been met with total indifference.

While the analogy to the Crocus Fund does not extend to every issue
that does not receive as much scrutiny as it might otherwise deserve, I
also think that our own Jewish community ought to reflect on the dan-
gers of accepting as fact an idea that has not been properly scrutinized.

In this case, the idea is
that the Jewish popu-
lation of Winnipeg
has grown

In our last issue I
attemtpted to illustrate
with a table drawn
from StatsCan  figures
that the Jewish popu-
lation of Winnipeg
has not grown over
the past ten years. In
fact it has shrunk,
contrary to what
seems to have
become the accepted
wisdom within our
own Jewish
Federation.

In coming issues we
are going to be under-
aking a serious exami-
nation of  one aspect
of the aging of our
population, which is
the relatively high rate
of poverty among
Jewish seniors in
Winnipeg. 

Living longer is a
double-edged sword
for many seniors, as
finding the means to
be able to afford the

necessities of life, in com-
bination with increased
medical costs, is some-
thing that is increasingly
difficult for many of them.

But, as I mentioned at
the outset of this column,
I have the privilege of
being able to devote con-
tinued resources to an
issue that another news-
paper editor might say is
too dull or esoteric to
merit attention. 

The one thing we like to
do here is upset the apple-
cart, even if it means
tweaking the noses of oth-
ers.

Further to Winnipeg Rams of 1954
In our October 2 issue we carried a picture of the 1954 Winnipeg

Rams football team - a championship team that had a mix of Jewish
and non-Jewish players. That story elicited a great deal of interest from
readers far and wide. The picture that accompanied the story, howev-
er, has become something of a puzzle. We received a letter from Sam
Simcoff in which, as you will see, he says his name was left out of the
caption for the photo. 

Well, everyone at our office tried to figure out which face belongs
to a young Sam Simcoff, using his clue as a guide. The problem was
we couldn’t figure out who’s in the front row and who’s in the second
row. We challenge any reader to match every face to a name in the
caption. 

Here is Sam Simcoff’s letter:
The sports feature by Harvey Rosen (page 16, October 2, 2013, in

The Jewish Post & News) rekindled many fond memories of the out-
standing athletes on an exceptional football team.

There is a singular glaring omission in the accompanying team pho-
tograph. Who is that good looking young man in the front row next to
Al Passman and Mort Corrin? Well, it happens to be the team’s vener-
ated water boy, Sam Simcoff (hasn’t changed much in 60 years).

As well, it should have read Nick Miller, Nick Hill; and the mascot
KC’s last name is Kolisnyk. He ultimately quarterbacked St. John’s
Tigers football team.
Sam Simcoff

Short Takes
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BERNIE BELLAN

BACK ROW ( L to R): Rich Kolisnyk, Mel Kotch, Bob Jones, Tom
Brisson, Bill Ritchie, Len Sigurdson, Walt Van Wynsberg, Lorne Miller.
SECOND ROW (L to R): Gerry Duguid, Harry Makin, assistant train-
er; Art Makin trainer; Jerry Lavitt, equipment; John Thorney, Bill
Barrett, Jim Thorney, Al McBride, Bill Senyk Bob Bouchard, Ray
Charambura, Nick Hill, Dick Herbertson, Ron Stephenson.
FRONT ROW (L to R): Al Passman, Mort Corrin, Bill Yee, Norm
Lampe, Dede Brown, Joe Sawchuk, Art Brockhill, Lew Miles, coach;
Ken Freeman, Bill Thomas, Ron Cooke, mascot, Pete Sawchuk, assis-
tant coach, Harry Sinder; manager, Harold Neufeld. In front: KC
mascot.



Palestinian Authority seeks to deny
Jewish links to land of Israel

By MYRON LOVE
Murder is not the only route to genocide. While the Nazis tried to

physically annihilate the Jews of Europe, our present and future, the
Palestinian Authority – abetted by much of the Muslim world - is try-
ing to annihilate our past – specifically our historic and biblical
links to the land of Israel – a form of cultural genocide.

Readers may have noticed a report about a month ago that Israel
archaeologists found a large gold medallion, with reliefs of a seven-
branched menorah, a shofar, and a Torah, at the foot of the Temple
Mount. The medallion was in a fabric bag. Along with it was anoth-
er fabric bag containing 36 gold coins and other artifacts. The
archaeologists estimate that the medallion and coins were aban-
doned in 614 CE, the year of the Persian conquest of Jerusalem. 

Earlier this year, the same archaeological team discovered the old-
est known inscription in Jerusalem – from around 1000 BCE at the
time of King David, a period of Jewish sovereignty in Israel. 

While the findings affirm the centuries-long Jewish attachment to
Jerusalem, the Palestinians are having none of it. As Israel-based free
lance writer David Hornik writes, “as the archeological evidence of
Jewish presence in Jerusalem and Israel keeps growing, so does the
PA campaign to deny that such a presence ever existed.”

He notes that the campaign encompasses the Arab world and
much of the Muslim world, and is especially intense among the
Palestinians, “even amid yet another round of ostensible peace
talks”.

He cites, for example, in an earlier round of peace talks in 2000,
the then Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat saying that the Temple was
never in Jerusalem at all but, rather, in Nablus.

He adds that a few years
earlier Palestinian “histori-
an” Jarid al-Kidwa claimed
that: the “stories of the Torah
and the Bible did not take
place in the Land of
Israel–they occurred in the
Arabian peninsula, primarily
in Yemen. The identity of our
father Ibrahim [Abraham]
who is mentioned in the
Koran is clear. From the
Koran’s description of him it
arises that he lived in the southern Hejaz [Saudi Arabia], near
Mecca.”

Hornik directs readers to Palestinian Media Watch for further
examples of their efforts to “deJudaize” Jerusalem. Some sample
headlines should suffice.

- Israel Judaizes Jerusalem and “convince[s] the world that
Jerusalem is not Arab but Jewish” Source: Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, PA
official newspaper Aug. 21, 2013

- PA news agency refers to Jerusalem as “Arab-Palestinian”
(Source: WAFA news agency, Aug. 20, 2013)

- PA TV interview: “All research shows that there was no Temple”
(Source: Official Palestinian Authority TV, July 19, 2013)

- PA Minister of Religion: Jerusalem is not an Israeli or a Jewish
city (Source: Official Palestinian Authority TV, June 10, 2013).

And Hornik adds that last December 1, on the Palestinian Authority
radio program From Jerusalem, an “expert” on Jerusalem and lectur-
er on urban planning at Bir Zeit University, Dr. Jamal Amer, had this
to say about Israeli excavations on the Temple Mount:

“This is clear-cut destruction…of Arab Islamic Palestinian antiqui-
ties rooted in history, that all scientific circles and all researchers
and anyone with expertise in Jerusalem, all affirm that this is a pure-
ly Arab civilization…. They write and chisel and attach newly-made
slogans from the Torah that they fashioned with their own hands, on
Islamic and Arab relics dating from 4,000 years BC, that is 6,000
years ago.

…They are the world’s masters of counterfeit…. They fabricated
the Torah itself, and now they’re planting their forgeries in
Palestinian earth.”

“This Palestinian (and larger Arab and Muslim) campaign is
aimed,” Hornik writes, “at delegitimizing Israel as a rootless, bogus
country with no real claim to existence. That is, at turning it into an
international leper that steals other people’s history and fabricates its
own.”

He concludes with the words: “That means the perpetrators of the
campaign are rigorously blind to the beauty of the Jewish people’s
reencounter with its roots, digging deep in long-abandoned ground
and finding… itself. Peace will come when Islam as a whole can
acknowledge other loci of light, all having the same source even if
filtered through different prisms.”
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Maurice Shnider was a true hero
First of all, I would like to express my deep gratitude to you, to

Martin Zelig, and to everyone involved for publishing the feature arti-
cle on Canada’s World War II hero, Flt. Lt. Maurice Shnider.
Distinguished Flying Cross (now Dr. Shnider), in the September 4
issue of your wonderful paper. Maurice is a very humble man who
shuns the spotlight; yet I know he appreciates the long-due, first-time
acknowledgment about his heroism by a member of the United States
Congress, especially since your paper was the first one to feature a
story about this. The fact that both he and his skipper pilot Ron
Bradford were both only 21-year-old kids at the time speaks volumes
about their amazing air sea rescue - perhaps the longest one of the
war. Manitoba and indeed all of Canada can be proud of these
heroes.

Next, I would like to thank you very much for your generosity in
sending me a copy of the paper. It has been a long time since I last
saw a copy of The Jewish Post, and I must tell you in all honesty I was
really amazed at the quality of your publication. It is absolutely first
rate. In these days of shrinking and disappearing newspapers, it was
such a joy to see that your paper in its own right is second to none.
My congratulations to you and the entire staff. I would take me pages
to comment on every aspect of your publication, from its layout to its
aesthetic appeal, to its content, to the quality of the writing, and on
and on. But let me sum it up in two words: first rate. Thanks again.
Keep well and all best wishes.
Jack Kates
Cypress, California

Thank you, Harvey Rosen
Dear Harvey,

I would be remiss if I didn’t thank you for the article extolling the
accomplishments of the Winnipeg Rams. It was very flattering to me
personally. 

That said, I forwarded it on to many of my old school mates living
in other cities. They in turn sent it on to others.

Well, it went viral, from Vancouver to Toronto. Also from California
to Florida.

Heard from friends that I haven’t seen in years. 
Thank you so much for being a good listener to an old athlete.
You made my day.

Mort Corrin

LETTERS

…They are the world’s
masters of counter-

feit…. They fabricated
the Torah itself, and
now they’re planting

their forgeries in
Palestinian earth.”

JP&N helped raise funds
Dear Bernie &

Myron, Thank
you for your arti-
cle on Run for
The Cure for
Breast Cancer.
Our family had
26 family and
friends on our
team to honour
the memory of
our daughter
Sherri. It was good to look out to a sea of faces and see the love and
support we had. Your article was particularly helpful as we did
receive quite a few donations after it came out and I am pleased to
say that to date our team “ Sherri’s Angels “ has raised very close to
$7,000.00
Thank You,
Nessie Cogan & Family

Correction
In our last issue we ran a picture of the pie auction in support of

Winnipeg Harvest at the Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence. We
mistakenly identified one of the people in the picture as Trish
Charles, who is Regional Director for All Seniors Care in Manitoba.
In fact the picture was of Cheryl Holmes, who is Executive Director
of Shaftesbury Park. Our apologies to all concerned.



Milton Sussman first Jewish clerk of Government Executive Council 

Milton Sussman
has come a long
way from his days
working at the
YMHA in the late
1970s. At the
beginning of July
the Social Work
graduate was
appointed to the
position of Clerk of
the Government of
Manitoba’s Executive Council, thus becom-
ing the first member of the Jewish community to be named the
province’s top civil servant.

(One of his predecessors, Michael Decter, who served in that posi-
tion in the early 1980s - was born of a Jewish father and non-Jewish
mother.)

The Clerk of the Executive Council, Sussman explains, serves as the
secretary to the Cabinet. “Among my duties,” Sussman says, “are
ensuring that the meeting agendas are properly set, taking minutes at
the meetings, providing recommendations to the Cabinet for consid-
eration and making sure that all Cabinet committees are functioning
well.”

Sussman is also in essence the Deputy Minister to the Premier of
Manitoba, the senior deputy minister in charge of the public service
and the liaison with external stakeholders.

“I have big shoes to fill,” he observes. “There have been many high-
ly accomplished people in this position before me.

“While my new role is a challenge, I have had the responsibility of
managing two of the largest departments (Health and Family Services)
in government. It was good training for this new challenge.”

Sussman came to a career in the civil service somewhat later in life.
For 14 years, he was the managing director of a residential complex
that “promotes, develops, and administers affordable, accessible hous-
ing and support services, for persons with physical and reasonably
equivalent disabilities”.

The program was (and still is) funded in part by the provincial gov-
ernment and Sussman over the years got to know Dave Chomiak, the
local MLA (NDP) for the area.

“Dave helped us resolve some issues in a non-partisan manner,”
Sussman says. “He became interested in what we were doing. We
began having lunch together from time to time where we talked about
healthcare. Dave said that if (when?) the NDP next formed govern-
ment, he wanted me to come and work for him.”

Chomiak was true to his word. Shortly after NDP leader Gary Doer
was elected Premier in 1999, Chomiak, the new Minister of Health,
appointed Sussman the vice-president of long term care and services
for seniors at the Winnipeg Regional Health Authority. Sussman sub-
sequently served as Deputy Minister of Health (2001-05), Deputy
Minister of Family Services and Housing (2005-07) and CEO of the
WRHA (2007-2010). In 2010, he was invited to return to the Health
Ministry as Deputy Minister.

“Government service was quite an adjustment for me,” Sussman
says. “I have come to appreciate public service. I found I have a voca-
tion and a liking for developing strategies and policies.”

One of the highlights of his time in government thus far was co-ordi-
nating the response to the H1N1 flu scare a few years back. “It was
great to see how people from different areas pulled together during

that terrible time,”
he says.

Despite being
largely pre-occupied
with his governmen-
tal duties, Sussman
did find time to
serve for a couple of
years on the Jewish
Federation of
W i n n i p e g ’ s
A l l o c a t i o n s
Committee.

As well he has been
involved in a number of

provincial government missions to Israel in recent years. The
Government of Manitoba is working on several joint initiatives with
the Jewish National Fund, Israeli universities and the Government of
Israel.

Despite the enormity of his new role, Sussman says that he is looking
forward to the challenge. He believes that considering the size of two
of the previous departments he has headed, he is up to the challenge.

“Economically, this is a very delicate time,” he observes. “My task is
to work with all the government departments and stakeholders to
make sure we are all on the same track.”

“We are looking for innovative ways to become more efficient and
productive, to reduce costs without having necessarily to reduce pro-
grams or services.” 

* * *

Chisick Twins co-chair inaugural HSC
Foundation Celebrity Human Race

Although the totals aren’t in yet, Greg Burch, director of Marketing
and Communications for the Health Sciences Centre Foundation,
describes the HSCF’s inaugural Celebrity Human Race a tremendous
success. “The feedback has been nothing but positive,” he says.

The event was co-chaired by twin brothers Josh and Daniel Chisick.
The latter is a HSCF board member.

The event attracted 18 teams of up to five participants who pledged
to raise a minimum of $15,000 per team. Each team chose from a list
of 18 celebrities including local personalities and others drawn from
the fields of American and Canadian television and movies and
Canadian sports. The race included a day long scavenger hunt plus
gala banquet and live auction.

“Everybody had fun,” Burch says. “We are already thinking about
next year’s race.”

* * *

Young CA puts his skills to use 
in community service

At 27, Mati Gamliel is the youngest member of the Board of
Governors of the Mood Disorders Association of Manitoba (MDAM).
The PricewaterhouseCoopers chartered accountant is the organiza-
tion’s treasurer.

“I was looking for a way to become involved in the community and
make a positive impact on peoples’ lives,” says the youngest child of
Rochelle and Matti Gamliel. “We received an email in our office from
MDAM seeking a treasurer for the organization. “I applied and was
accepted.”

MDAM raises awareness about depression and Bipolar Affective
Disorder and provides help for Manitobans who are afflicted with
these conditions. Gamliel attended his board meeting as treasurer at
the beginning of September. (He notes that he sat in on two previous
board meetings as a guest.)

“I am impressed with the caliber and diversity of my fellow board
members,” he says. “We have some board members with healthcare
experience and others who are experienced lawyers or have a back-
ground in fundraising. I am learning a lot from them.”

Gamliel’s term is three years but he can renew when his term is up.
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Myron Love

JOSH and LAURA CHISICK on left, DANIEL and BAILLE CHISICK
with two-month-old daughter, TYLER, on right.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

MILTON SUSSMAN:
“I have big shoes to
fill. There have been
many highly accom-
plished people in
this position before
me.”

MATI GAMLIEL: “I was
looking for a way to
become involved in the
community and make a
positive impact on peo-
ples’ lives.”



Winnipeg plays host to NCJW delegates at national convention
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Back Row - Judy Lipsey, Reva Craven, Cindy Lazar, Bunny Gurvey
(formerly of Wpg), Heather Gillman, Rose Aziman. Seated: Sharon
Allentuck, Laura Richman, Dianne Glass. Missing: Maia Kredentser,
Carolina Fridman, Silvana Benesdra and Michelle Glass

New NCJW of Canada Board of Directors
Left - Right Debbie Altow, Secretary, (Vancouver), Paula Frisch, Vice-
President, (Toronto), Ronnee Alter, Vice-president (London), Marni
Besser, President (Calgary via Skype), Debbie Wasserman, Treasurer
(Toronto), Dianne Glass, Immediate Past President (Winnipeg).
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By SHARON ALLENTUCK
National  Council Of Jewish Women of Canada held its Triennial

Convention at the Hotel Fort Garry in Winnipeg this past October 4-
6.   Winnipeg Section of NCJWC hosted the meeting, which was
attended by 38 people altogether. 

Besides dealing with committee reports, and changes to the organi-
zation’s national by-laws, there were discussions on such topics as
Human Trafficking, Organ and Tissue donations, and Halacha. 

The Toronto Section of NCJWC has begun a program wherein Jewish
people in the Toronto area can register to donate their organs, so that
at time of death organs can be harvested and used for those on reg-
istries.  On Friday evening, October 4 Rabbi Alan Green discussed the
issue of organ donation referring specifically to times of death and the

fact that most Rabbis agree that organs can be donated. He also said
that since Jews are willing to accept organs we should also be willing
to donate them.  There was discussion following his talk and a few
attendees shared their personal stories.  

On Saturday afternoon, delegates went on a guided walking tour of
the Canadian Museum of Human Rights. The out-of-town as well as
local members were very pleased with the one-hour tour.

The meeting ended on Sunday afternoon with the installation of new
officers 

NCJWC was the first Jewish women’s organization formed in
Canada in 1897.   There are about 2,000 members across Canada
There are active sections in Vancouver, Calgary, Edmonton, Winnipeg
and Toronto. Winnipeg section has a membership of about 250. 



The true reason the Winnipeg School Division refuses to allow a daycare into Sir William Osler School

Teaching English as an Additional Language to immigrants is a huge industry in Winnipeg
By BERNIE BELLAN

In 2012 Manitoba accepted 13,391 immi-
grants – down 2,571 from the previous year.

There were a variety of reasons for the drop
in the number of immigrants here, including
tightened requirements by Citizenship and
Immigration Canada that immigrants to
Canada be proficient in either English or
French prior to coming to Canada.

Yet, despite those tightened requirements,
there were still 7,000 students enrolled in
English as an Additional Language programs
in Manitoba in 2013 – 5,500 in Winnipeg
alone.

The federal government spent over $15
million in providing EAL programs for those
5,500 newcomers, which represents over
$26,000 per individual.

Teaching English as an Additional
Language, therefore, is a huge industry in
Winnipeg, but one that receives little atten-
tion.

There are many questions that emanate
from the information that I have just given,
but the one that concerns me the most is:
Why are there so many EAL programs in
Winnipeg if the federal government says that
immigrants to Canada should know either
English or French before they come here?

One of the reasons is that a fair number of
newcomers to Canada arrive here under the
“family unification” program, which allows
immigrants to bring in spouses, children, and
parents, but according to figures supplied by
the Province of Manitoba, in 2010 only 1,390
immigrants here were in the “family class”,
while an additional 974 were refugees. In
2010 the vast majority of immigrants were in
the “economic class”, but with the new tight-
ened requirements that economic class immi-
grants be proficient in either English or
French, one wonders why 7,000 immigrants
were enrolled in EAL classes?

The daycare issue
Readers of this paper might be aware that I

have been focusing on the lack of daycare
spaces in Winnipeg ever since it was announced
that the Rady JCC had failed to come to an
agreement with the Herzlia Synagogue to locate
65 new daycare spaces there.

I have wondered why one school in partic-
ular, Sir William Osler School, is reserved for
the teaching of EAL classes when there is
such a dire shortage of daycare spaces in
Winnipeg’s south end?

I have had a great deal of difficulty obtain-
ing information about how many students
were actually enrolled in EAL classes at Osler
in 2013, but in 2010 I did report that there
were 290 students taking EAL classes there.

Those students were part-time, however,
which means that at any one time the number
of students in the school was only about 145.
At the same time I also noted that, in 1989,
when Osler was the home of the Hebrew
Bilingual program in the south end, there
were 150 full-time students in that program
alone. Given that the school was a “dual-
track” school, the likelihood was that there
were over 250 full-time students in the
school. In fact Osler could hold up to 300
students if each classroom were filled to
capacity.

Further, the number of students in any EAL
class is deliberately kept low since, it has
been explained to me, it is difficult to teach
EAL classes to more than 10 students at a
time.

As well, Osler has a huge gym that would
provide a perfect venue for daycare but, I
have been told, it is currently used to provide
one-on-one instruction for students in the
EAL program. 

To give an illustration how another similar
school just down the road from Osler was
converted to daycare use, one need only look
at the former John Dafoe School.

In 1991 that school was converted to a
home for two different daycares: Carpathia
Children’s Centre, which is licensed to pro-
vide care for 177 children in eight different
classrooms; and On the Move, which is
licensed for 132 spaces. The former John
Dafoe School, therefore, is now by far the
largest daycare facility in the entire south
end.

It’s all about the money
Yet with Osler we have a school situated in

the heart of an area that is crying out for more
daycare facilities – providing programming
for newcomers to Manitoba in a program that
the federal government would like to reduce
substantially, and that utilizes only a fraction
of the space that actually exists in that school.

“Why is that?”, I have been wondering ever
since I began writing about this issue almost
five months ago.

Based on the information that I was given
by Citizenship and Immigration Canada – it’s
all about the money. The Winnipeg School
Division received $3,420,000 from CIC in
the first quarter of 2013 to provide EAL
instruction. Interestingly the only organiza-
tion to receive more funding for EAL was the
South Winnipeg Technical Centre, which
received $3,797,813. (A request to speak
with the administrator of the EAL program at
South Winnipeg Technical Centre has gone
unanswered.)

In the last e-mail that I did receive from a
spokesperson from the Winnipeg South

Division in response to previous questions
that I had been posing why Osler School
couldn’t be converted, at least in part, to a
home for daycare, I was told by Robert
Chartrand, Winnipeg School Division
Superintendent for Winnipeg South District
that Rady JCC Executive Director Gayle
“Waxman and I have discussed potential
space for daycares in the South District. She
is aware of the current situation at both Brock
Corydon and Sir William Osler and should
space become available on a long-term basis
we would certainly discuss a proposal. At this
time there is no proposal from the Rady JCC.
The Winnipeg School Division has a long-
standing practice of collaborating with orga-
nizations to establish daycares in schools
when space is available and will continue to
do so.”

In fact  I had discussed the situation at Osler
with several different daycare managers, ask-
ing them whether they would consider locat-
ing a daycare in that school if it were to be
available and the answer was always the
same: Yes, but the common understanding is
that Osler is not up for discussion, so what’s
the use of applying to locate a daycare there? 

Essentially Mr. Chartrand is being a little
disingenuous in his comment. He knows full
well that many daycare operations would
love to locate in Osler, but the common per-
ception is that Osler is not available, so why
go to all the trouble of preparing a proposal
that will involve an expenditure of time and
money if it’s really nothing more than a wild
goose chase? Rather than inviting proposals
for something that has no chance of happen-
ing, the WSD ought simply to come out with
an announcement that at least a certain
amount of the huge space at Osler will now
be allocated for daycare. Then, Mr.
Chartrand, watch the daycare operations in
the south end make a stampede to your door.

14 different organizations provide EAL
classes in Winnipeg

Returning to the subject of the EAL industry
in Winnipeg - as far as EAL programs go, in
total 14 different schools and organizations
received funding from CIC to provide EAL
programs. One can only guess at how many
teachers and administrators are employed in
providing programs that the federal govern-
ment says it wants to decrease with its tight-
ened language requirements.

But there is clearly a large constituency that
is heavily dependent upon continued funding
from the federal government for EAL pro-
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Sir William Osler School in River Heights - an
EAL school. In 2013 the Winnipeg School
Division has been paid $3,420,000 by the
federal department, Citizenship and
Immigration Canada, to teach English as an
Additional Language to immigrants. 
A draft of this article was sent to the
Winnipeg School Division with an invitation
to comment. No response was received.

Winnipeg Technical College in Fort Garry -
also an EAL school. In 2013 Winnipeg
Technical College has been paid
$3,797,813 by the federal department,
Citizenship and Immigration Canada, to
teach English as an Additional Language to
immigrants. 
Attempts to reach Winnipeg Technical
College for comments about this article
prior to its publication also went unan-
swered.

Continued on page 9. See “EAL”.



People in the news
Weizmann graduate, ex-prof share Nobel Prize for chemistry

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Arieh Warshel, a U.S. professor born and educated in Israel, and ex-
Weizmann Institute professor Michael Levitt were among the winners of the 2014 Nobel
Prize for chemistry.

Warshel, 74, a distinguished professor of chemistry and biochemistry at the University of
Southern California, and Levitt, of Stanford University, were named Wednesday along with
Martin Karplus of the University of Strasbourg in France and Harvard University.

Warshel received his bachelor’s degree in chemistry from the Technion Institute in Haifa,
and his master’s degree and doctorate in chemical physics from the Weizmann Institute in
Rehovot. He joined the USC faculty in 1976.

Levitt, a native of Pretoria, South Africa, was a professor at the Weizmann Institute in the
1980s and reportedly took Israeli citizenship, the Times of Israel reported.

Karplus, a Vienna native, is the son of secular Jewish parents who were well respected in
the Austrian capital. In 1938, he fled with his parents from the advance of the Nazis.

They won the prize for “the development of multiscale models for complex chemical sys-
tems” because “computer models mirroring real life have become crucial for most advances
made in chemistry today,” the Royal Swedish Academy said in a statement. “Today the com-
puter is just as important a tool for chemists as the test tube. Simulations are so realistic that
they predict the outcome of traditional experiments.”

On Tuesday, Francois Englert, a Belgian Jewish professor at Tel Aviv University and a
Holocaust survivor, shared the Nobel Prize in physics with Peter Higgs of Britain. On
Monday, Jewish Americans James Rothman of Yale University and Randy Schekman of the
University of California, Berkeley, joined German-born researcher Thomas Suedhof of
Stanford University in winning the Nobel Prize in medicine.

Janet Yellen named Fed chief, first woman in post
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Janet Yellen, the vice chairwoman of the Federal Reserve, was

named the central bank’s chairwoman – the first woman to serve in the post.
President Obama made the announcement of Yellen’s ascension to

Fed chief on Wednesday.
If confirmed by the Senate, Yellen would succeed Ben Bernanke

and be the third consecutive Jewish economist to head the Federal
Reserve. Bernanke, who is set to step down in January after serving
since February 2006, had succeeded Alan Greenspan.

Obama had favored his first Treasury secretary, Lawrence
Summers, for the job. Summers, who also is Jewish, pulled out
because of opposition among Senate Democrats who blame his
policies favoring deregulation for slowing the economic recovery.

Yellen and her husband, George Akerlof, a 2001 Nobel econom-
ics laureate, were active in the Bay Area Jewish community when
Akerlof taught at the University of California, Berkeley.

Lapid: It’s safer for Jews in N.Y. than Israel
(JTA) – It is safer to be a Jew in New York than in Israel, Israeli

Finance Minister Yair Lapid told an audience in New York.
“Israel was founded as a refuge for the Jewish people, but today it

isn’t a safe place. It is safer to be Jew in New York,” Lapid told PBS
host Charlie Rose during an interview Tuesday before an audience
at the 92nd Street Y in Manhattan.

Lapid’s remarks on the relative safety of living in New York com-
pared to Israel comes after he wrote late last month on his Facebook
page that he has lost his patience for Israelis who move to Berlin.

Asked by Rose why Israel does not just return eastern Jerusalem to
the Palestinians as part of a peace agreement, Lapid answered, “I
want to live in a country that is not just a place but also an idea, and
Jerusalem is the heart of the idea. There may be practical consider-
ations, but a country cannot exist without an ethos, and Jerusalem
is an ethos.”

grams – prime
among those the
Winnipeg School
Division.

What is especially perplexing about the myri-
ad of EAL programs that are available in
Winnipeg for new immigrants is that the feder-
al government now insists that newcomers to
Canada in what is called the “working class” be
able to communicate either in English or
French. Here is what the Citizenship and
Immigration Canada website says with regard
to language requirements for new immigrants:

You must prove your ability in English or
French in these four areas: 

• speaking,
• reading,
• listening, and
• writing.

For years former CIC Minister Jason Kenney was  insisting that new
immigrants to Canada be able to communicate in either English or
French. He  noted, however, that while that requirement does actu-
ally exist under current CIC rules, it has been ignored far too often.

A 2009 CBC report on a speech Kenney gave to an immigration
conference in Calgary noted that Kenney “said the requirement is
already there but isn’t being enforced strictly enough.

“ ‘In terms of the citizenship, if you can’t complete the test in one
of those two languages, you’re not supposed to become a citizen,
which I don’t think is harsh,’ he said.

“ ‘It’s just basically saying go back and study more and come back
to us when you can get by in one of those languages.’ ”

Clearly though, there is a contradiction between what the federal
government might like to see happen insofar as new immigrants being
able to communicate in one of Canada’s two official languages and
what the EAL industry would like to see remain in place. From the fig-
ures given here, it’s fairly obvious who’s winning the argument.

As mentioned, phone messages and e-mail requests to the South
Winnipeg Technical Centre, as well as Winnipeg School Division
about their EAL programs have gone unanswered.
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Former CIC
Minister   

JASON KENNEY:
“...if you can’t

complete the test in
one of those two
languages, you’re
not supposed to
become a citizen”

EAL
Continued from page 8.



800,000 atend Rav Ovadia’s funeral 
REPORTER’S NOTEBOOK 
By BEN SALES 

JERUSALEM (JTA) – I didn’t need to ask directions. 
Stepping out of the Jerusalem Central Bus Station, I saw them, men in

hats and coats walking together slowly, a steady stream moving east
along one of Jerusalem’s central thoroughfares to the funeral of Rabbi
Ovadia Yosef. At 5 p.m., an hour before the funeral, the streets were
already closed to cars, the capital’s rush-hour rigmarole giving way to
foot traffic that was softer but no less intense. 

From a distance it looked homogenous. Aerial photographs would
later show a sea of black choking the broad avenues of haredi Orthodox
northern Jerusalem. But as the group coalesced, men in polo shirts
mixed with boys in sweatshirts and soldiers in full uniform, some still
holding their guns. Knit kippot bobbed in the crowd with black hats,
Sephardi haredim in wide fedoras walked with Ashkenazi hasidim in
bowlers. A man in a black coat made conversation with another in short
sleeves. Women, almost all in modest dress and vastly outnumbered,
mostly stood to the side. 

The men talked, they shook hands. A few took out their cellphones,
perhaps not ready to begin the public mourning of a leader who, to
many, still felt so close. Everyone in Israel knew Ovadia Yosef’s name,
but in public his followers hardly used it, opting instead to call him
Maran, our master. 

On the sidewalk, a half-dozen men stood at a long table offering a
sugary orange drink. Behind them, a speaker blared a recording on

loop, quoting a
common bless-
ing: 

“‘To give life to
every living soul!’
Come say a bless-
ing over a cold
drink to benefit
the soul of
Maran, may his
holy righteous
memory be
blessed!” 

The faithful heeded the call,
crowding around a spigot, hold-
ing cheap plastic cups that
formed a growing pile on the
ground once the mitzvah was ful-
filled. 

Behind them, on the street, men
and boys stood with oversized
tins collecting charity. Paper print-
outs taped to the cans promised
that Maran approved of the col-
lection. 

As the sun began to set, a tradi-
tional Sephardic chant pierced
the air. It was not the funeral itself;
we saw, minutes later, that we
would not come close to the cer-
emony, blocked by the throngs
that had arrived an hour, two
hours before us. Even the loud-
speaker that broadcast the service

seemed almost out of sight. Some men began to strategize, to find any-
where to sit or stand in peace. Dozens of boys climbed onto a ledge a
story above the street, sitting in a row like fans on a bleacher. 

The rest of us pressed on, most trying to draw as close as possible to
the body, the remainder swept along with the horde. The small space
between individuals evaporated as the thousands behind us pushed for-
ward, packing us in a unified mass and forcing us on, past a row of
ambulances, past a soldier standing straight on the roof of a van, almost
at attention. Was he on duty, or was he one of the many just trying to
get a better view? 

We settled into place, some by squeezing off into a side street, others
using their elbows to create an inch of breathing room. With our view
limited to the thousands surrounding us, only vaguely aware of the hun-
dreds of thousands beyond, most of us turned our attention to the songs
that coursed through the air, prayers of repentance usually sung ahead
of the High Holidays. Many of us murmured a traditional call-and-
response. Others whispered silently. 

One man, spotting a friend sitting on a ledge across the street, called
out his name with a smile. Another snapped a picture with his cellphone. 

With the crowd, we said the Shema. Over and over, we declared that
God is the true God. We screamed the 13 attributes of mercy. We
begged for forgiveness. 

A few of us began to cry, but the soft tears were soon outmatched by
the screams amplified by the speakers. Rabbi after rabbi repeated the
same biblical phrases. Some, unable to control their wailing, recited
their eulogies in a chant, almost as if they were reading Torah. 

“My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” So
began many of the eulogies, invoking the prophet Elisha’s mourning of
Elijah, spoken now not only by Ovadia Yosef’s sons, but by colleagues,
students, chief rabbis, politicians. 

Two and a half hours after the funeral began, the sky dark and the air
cold, the streets were still massed with people spilling out of alleyways,
side streets, boulevards, houses. Tables once featuring bottles of water
were now littered with empty cups. Only an hour later did the crowds
begin to disperse, leaving behind streets freckled with trash. Myriads
dissolved back into Jerusalem’s maze-like haredi district. The rest of us
walked back to the bus station. Only then, catching the news, did I hear
that 800,000 people had come to pay respects to Ovadia Yosef. It was
10 percent of the country. 

Small fractions of that crowd overwhelmed the bus station, Jerusalem’s
transportation hub, making lines impossible and schedules irrelevant.
Buses bound for Tel Aviv,
usually departing every
20 minutes, came and
went as fast as they
could fill up. 

But one thing didn’t
change. As soon as they
were separated from the
grief and the prayers,
passengers began to
scream, push and curse
trying to board the bus –
as if it were any other
night at the Jerusalem
Central Bus Station.
Only then did it seem
that things would,
before long, return to
normal. 
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RABBI OVADIA YOSEF
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A Broken Pot: 
kheres ha-nishbar

For as long as I can remem-
ber, there has been a hype
over the revival of Yiddish.
Yiddish programs are being
touted in universities all over
North America and as far
away as Tokyo, Japan.
Naturally, “conversational
Yiddish” is all the rage, as

though the goal is to be able ask a girl to a movie in
Yiddish, or to take her to a nice restaurant and order
a shrimp cocktail. 

That’s not what Yiddish is to me. For me, it’s a win-
dow into our past: a means to learn about who we are
and where we came from. I don’t think you can begin
to appreciate these things until you know an awful lot
about the Yiddish language. And you can’t begin to
understand the true nature of Yiddish without first
knowing German.

That’s right: German. Yes, I know what you’re think-
ing. But unless you appreciate its German yichus,
then isn’t Yiddish just a bunch of funny words that are
different from English? What makes Yiddish so spe-
cial, so characteristically ours, is the way our people
took the German language and adapted it to their
unique civilization. By learning Yiddish, we remem-
ber and respect that civilization in a way that we can’t
duplicate by building a hundred Holocaust museums.
Conversely, by abandoning Yiddish…well, you know
what I’m thinking.

But that’s not what I want to talk about today. I want
to give you a little glimpse into that world, a form of
time travel if you like, made possible via the miracle
of the Yiddish Language. The short excerpt I’m going
to give you is taken from the six-part collection
Yiddische Neshumos (Jewish Souls), by noted folk-
lorist A. Litwin. Compiled in the years leading up to
the First World War, it is apparent that even then, peo-
ple had the sense that the old world was slipping
away, and there was a desperate need to preserve its
memory while there was still time. Today’s reading is
actually taken from the pinkas (communal records) of
the village of Karlitch, from the late 18th century. It
seems that a Jewish woman has been called before
the community elders for the crime of riding in a
coach with a Gentile. It’s a fascinating glimpse into
our long-ago world that I’m not going to translate for
you, because it’s obvious to me that anyone who’s
taken a semester or two of College German (as I did
when I was a student)…and who’s also had the bene-
fit of a few years of Hebrew education, which is read-
ily available within our community…should be able
to catch the gist of it without much difficulty. And just
because it was more convenient (and less work) for
you to take a course in Intro Psych or Modern Film or
what have you, instead of actually buckling down and
learning something real like a major world language
with a hundred million speakers…well, forgive me,
but right now I don’t feel like catering to your wilful
ignorance. (Although you’ll see that I’ve drawn atten-
tion to and translated the Hebrew words, which are
overly represented here because it’s a formal account
of a legal proceeding…just like our judges like to toss
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
This year I teach my 12 graders at the Grey

Academy the classics of Yiddish literature in English
translation. We dedicate half of the class to Yiddish
grammar and vocabulary and in the second half we
sit in the “Yiddish Vinkl” and read Peretz’s famous
story “If Not Higher” surrounded by Yiddish books
and picture of famous writers. As a literature scholar
I introduce the students to the subversive nature of
the story: one should not follow blindly ant type of
religious or secular authority. As an educator I try to
make my students think critically using the wonderful
treasures of our literature. “If Not Higher.”

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 25. See “Marty Green”.



By BERNIE BELLAN
The evening was billed as the unveiling of a letter former U.S.

President Harry S. Truman had sent to Leonard Stone.
In the letter Truman expresses his regrets at not being able to attend

a B’nai Brith gathering in Winnipeg in 1963.
In other words – a rejection letter. “What’s the big deal?”, I thought.

Surely it won’t take very long to unveil a letter sent 50 years ago in
which a former president of the United States says: “Sorry, can’t make
it.”

Boy, was I ever wrong! Instead of a simple ceremony the 75 some
people who had gathered in the Adult Lounge of the Asper Campus
the evening of September 30th were treated to two lengthy and often
brilliant dissertations by two Stones – Prof. Dan Stone and former
Winnipegger Leonard Stone on the topic of how Harry Truman came
to be such a staunch supporter of the fledgling State of Israel.

It was Leonard Stone in particular who launched into a microscop-
ic examination of Truman’s career in an attempt to understand the
motivation that led a simple home-spun man from Independence,
Missouri, who had no apparent affinity for Jews, to commit the great-
est nation on earth toward the establishment of a Jewish state.

And make no mistake about it, Leonard Stone explained: Support for
the creation of the State of Israel was by no means unanimous within
the halls of power in the American government in 1948. In fact, as
Stone pointed out repeatedly, the State Department, led by the pow-
erful General George S. Marshall, was quite opposed to the U.S. com-
ing out in favour of the creation of the State of Israel.

The evening began with welcoming remarks by Earl Barish,
Chairman of the Executive Board of B’nai Brith Canada. (The event
was co-sponsored by B’nai Brith and the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada.)

In introducing special guest Timothy Cipullo, the U.S. Consul in
Winnipeg, Barish pointed out that Cipullo would likely be making his
last public address prior to the imminent shutdown of many U.S. gov-
ernment operations. 

Cipullo himself somewhat wistfully acknowledged the accuracy of
Barish’s observation as he went on to offer his own assessment of
Harry Truman’s place in history.

“Truman was the first world leader to recognize Israel (on May 14,
1948 following Israel’s own declaration of its creation). It took only 11
minutes” for Truman to do that, Cipullo pointed out.

In making that move, however, Truman “upset” the State Department
for two reasons, he explained: The State Department was worried
about Arab reaction and, furthermore, Truman announced the recog-
nition of the State of Israel to the press without having notified anyone
in State prior to his announcement.

In doing so, Cipullo suggested, Truman was “following his convic-
tions…based upon shared values” with the Jewish people.

Dan Stone, Professor Emeritus of History, the University of
Winnipeg, and current president of the Jewish Heritage Centre,
offered a powerpoint presentation highlighting Truman’s career with
an emphasis on his relationship with American Jews.

In analyzing Truman who, Stone noted, is now regarded as one of
the greatest of American presidents by most historians, there was noth-
ing in his past that would have offered a clue as to his eventual great-
ness.

“It’s hard to imagine a less qualified candidate for the U.S. presi-
dency than Harry Truman,” Stone noted.

He was Franklin D. Roosevelt’s sixth choice to serve as his running
mate in 1944, and he was “Vice-President for only 82 days before
Roosevelt died,” Stone said.

Further, “nobody told him anything that was going on in govern-
ment” yet, despite having almost no obvious qualification to serve as
President, Truman went on to make some of the most momentous
decisions in American history, for good or bad, including: Dropping
the atomic bomb on Japan; establishing the Truman Doctrine that led
to the prevention of Communist takeovers of Greece and Turkey;
launching the Marshall Plan that led to the economic rescue of post-
war Europe; implementing the Berlin Airlift that saved the people of
West Berlin from starvation at the hands of the U.S.S.R.; forming
NATO; fighting the Korean War; and finally, giving recognition and
support to the newborn State of Israel. As well, Stone noted, Truman
attempted but failed to launch a National Health Insurance program.

Insofar as Truman’s support for Israel was concerned, Stone
explained that “Truman was caught between his sympathy for the Jews
and professional advice to the contrary.”

“Truman never explained why he came down on one side over the
other,” Stone said. “Historians believe he did it because it was the right
thing to do.”

Following Dan Stone’s presentation, I’m sure most of us who were

there that evening were expecting the other Stone – Leonard, simply
to unveil the aforesaid letter that was sent to him by President Truman
in 1963.

Boy, were we wrong! Leonard Stone, a “north end boy”, as he
described himself, and a former executive director of the Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra (along with five other symphony orchestras dur-
ing the course of his long and varied career), demonstrated a fine tal-
ent not only for public speaking, but for historical scholarship that
would have made any PhD candidate proud.

As it turned out this particular Stone became obsessed with under-
standing what led an apparent “hick” from Missouri to lend such
strong support to the creation of the State of Israel and this, moreover,
in the face of fierce opposition from the professionals over at State.

Stone explained how he had been drafted into contacting former
President Truman in an attempt to bring him to Winnipeg 50 years
ago.

“Fifty years and five months ago,” Stone related, “Laurie Mainster
called me and said we were going to have a major event for B’nai
Brith and that they wanted me to invite Harry Truman to be the guest
speaker.”

In Stone’s telling of the story, which he did in dramatic fashion, he
set about attempting to contact Harry Truman. In those days, he
explained, one had to rely on the assistance of the long-distance oper-
ator to contact someone.

So, Stone said, he thought he would first try to find out how he might
contact President Truman by calling the Truman Library in
Independence, Missouri.

“I had the operator place the call. Ring, ring, ring, ring. A voice
answered. I asked: “Is this the Truman Library?’

‘Yes, it is,’ I was told.
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Harry Truman – great supporter of the State of Israel was not always so friendly toward Jews

(l-r): Recipient of the Truman letter LEONARD STONE; U.S. Consul
to Winnipeg TIMOTHY CIPULLO; Prof. DAN STONE, President of
the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada; and EARL BARISH,
Chairman of the Executive Board of B’nai Brith Canada

Continued on page 19. See “Harry Truman”.

The letter from former President Harry Truman to Leonard Stone



Read Hebrew Winnipeg
The most extensive campaign ever 

for Hebrew literacy
This fall, members of Winnipeg’s Jewish community will gather to

participate in the only continent-wide campaign aimed at teaching
North American Jews to read the Hebrew language. Conceived and
orchestrated by NJOP in 1998, Read Hebrew America and Canada
is expected to reach 12,000 Jews across the United States and
Canada this year.

Opening its doors to all members of Winnipeg’s Jewish communi-
ty, Herzlia - Adas Yeshurun, together with the Rady Centre, will be
one of 600 institutions across the continent to host Read Hebrew
America and Canada. Led by Rabbi Ari Ellis, Read Hebrew
Winnipeg, a free Hebrew Reading Crash Course, will focus on
teaching the Hebrew alphabet and basic reading skills to Jews with
little or no background in Hebrew – in just five easy lessons. Classes
will meet at the Campus on Tuesday evenings beginning at 7:30 pm
on October 22.

“Twenty years of experience in teaching over 234,700 North
American Jews to read Hebrew has taught us that for most Jews,
Hebrew literacy is a crucial first step towards personal Jewish
empowerment and enthusiastic communal involvement. Without
the ability to read Hebrew, many Jews feel alienated from religious
services and shy away from involvement in Jewish observances and
traditions,” commented Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald, Founder and
Director of NJOP. The mass outreach approach has been proven to
be an opportunity to touch, inspire, and engage tens of thousands of
seeking Jews, thus ensuring a flourishing and vibrant future for them
as part of an enriched Jewish community.

Experts believe that 80% of all North American Jews do not know
how to read Hebrew. Read Hebrew Winnipeg is designed to intro-
duce local Jews to the Hebrew language - a skill that will enable
them to participate in Jewish life in the original language of our
ancestors. An essential component to the practice of Judaism,
Hebrew is the primary language in which Jewish prayer books, hol-
iday services, and significant religious texts are written and read.

The Read Hebrew Winnipeg program is based on NJOP’s popular
and enjoyable Hebrew Reading Crash Course. Designed for those
with little or no background in Hebrew, the program concentrates
on teaching the Hebrew alphabet and basic reading skills. Follow
up programs are available to those who are interested in further
advancing their Hebrew reading and comprehension skills.

NJOP was established in 1987 by Rabbi Ephraim Buchwald, and
has become one of the world’s largest and most successful Jewish
outreach organizations. NJOP has offered free programs at more
than 4,821 locations across North America and in 40 countries
worldwide. Through programs such as Read Hebrew America and
Canada and Shabbat Across America and Canada, NJOP has suc-
cessfully reached more than 1,415,600 North American Jews, and
engaged them in Jewish life.

Herzlia - Adas Yeshurun, Winnipeg’s largest and oldest Modern
Orthodox congregation, has been an innovator in Jewish program-
ming and education since 1955. Our members range from young
families with children to senior citizens and founding members. We
hold weekly Shabbat services and have a regular daily Minyan. We
offer weekly classes as well as other educational and social pro-
grams for adults and children throughout the year.

For more information about Read Hebrew Winnipeg, call us at
(204) 489 - 6262 or e-mail reception@herzlia.org.
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Community news Temple Shalom’s “A Face to the Place” 
David & Sylvia Topper

“Eat, Pray, Love” is the title of a popular book, but it could also
serve as the motto for our family’s long involvement with Temple
Shalom, but maybe not in that order. Then again, our Onegs are
often scrumptious. The Love part spans a spectrum of thoughts,
from scrubbing the floor of an apartment in the West End in prepa-
ration for a “boat people” family in the 1980s, for we were the first
Shul in Winnipeg to sponsor a refuge family. At the other end, my
wife was the macher for the dedication of the Temple in our new
home on Grant Avenue and I was President for three years. The
Pray part first brings to mind the Bar Mitzvahs of our children. But
in the larger context, I reminisce on the extensive contribution
over the years of dedicated lay leaders and members wafting
waves of glorious prayers and music in private homes and hotel
rooms, a humble house turned into a Shul, and finally a church
transformed into our present Temple.
Friday, Oct. 18 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Linda 

Freed with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday, Oct. 19 9:30am Shabbat morning service led 

by Chavurah of the New Shul
Saturday, Oct. 19 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday, Oct. 19 7:30 pm Coffee House Concert 

featuring Cat Janke, jazz
Sunday, Oct. 20 10-12am School Open House
Friday, Oct. 25 7:30 pm Friday Night Live Shabbat Service 

lay led by Ruth Livingston with 
Cantor Len Udow and the FNL band

Saturday, Oct. 26 12pm Yoga Shalom
Saturday, Oct. 27 7:30 pm Havdallah and Movie Night 

featuring “The Apprenticeship of 
Duddy Kravitz” with discussion 
and treats to follow

Friday, Nov. 1 7:30 pm Shabbat Service
Saturday, Nov. 2 12pm Yoga Shalom
Friday, Nov. 8 7:30 pm Shabbat Peace Service lay led by 

Ruth Livingston
Saturday, Nov. 9 12pm Yoga Shalom
Friday, Nov. 15 7:30 pm Shabbat service with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday, Nov. 16 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sunday, Nov. 17 2pm Workshops (TBA)
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Israeli Jews see country in decent shape, survey shows
TEL AVIV (JTA) – Four-fifths of Jewish Israelis believe the country’s over-

all situation is either “so-so” or “good,” according to a recent survey.
The 2013 Israeli Democracy Index released this week showed that

37 percent of respondents rated the situation in Israel as “good” and
43 percent called it “so-so.” Eighteen percent said it was “bad.”

Nearly 40 percent of Israeli Arabs, however, saw the country’s sit-
uation as “bad,” with 28 percent rate calling it “good.”

The Israel Democracy Institute poll of 1,000 Israelis found that the
respondents split on the importance of the state’s Jewish character
vs. its democratic character: one-third said the Jewish character was
more important, one-third said being democratic was more impor-
tant and one-third said both are important.

Tamar Hermann, the survey’s lead author, said the poll shows that
increasing numbers of Israelis ascribe significance to the state’s Jewishness.

“Instead of focusing on citizenship and Israeliness, they find it eas-
ier and more convenient to focus more on their Jewishness,”
Hermann told a conference call that included journalists. “This
doesn’t mean they’re becoming more Orthodox, but we see more
secular people performing ceremonies like kiddush and other acts.”



The Rady JCC Presents: the fourth annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture
November 16-24, 2013

The Rady JCC is thrilled to present the fourth annual Tarbut: Festival
of Jewish Culture. This year’s Festival will feature world-renowned musi-
cians, award-winning authors, films, a special art exhibit and Book Fair all
showcasing the best of Jewish culture. “During Folklorama we have the
opportunity to showcase Israeli culture to thousands of Winnipeggers here
at the Rady JCC” says Assistant Executive Director Tamar Barr “Tarbut is our
opportunity to once again open our doors to the community -at- large and
showcase Jewish arts and culture from local to international Jewish artists.
Tarbut is a nine-day festival featuring visual arts, music, literature and film.
Every year our programming grows thanks to the support of the
Community’s and Winnipeg’s love for arts and culture. We hope that you
will join us this year for our most compelling and entertaining line-up yet!” 

Tarbut’s diverse 2013 line-up includes:
In Tribute to Barbra Streisand: Saturday, November 16, 8:00 p.m. 

Headlined by torch-voiced Heitha Forsyth (NYC) alongside ten stellar
Winnipeg musicians this concert will highlight Broadway and Jazz songs
from Barbra’s early career through to the pop and contemporary hits we

know and love. Featuring, Will Bonness (piano), Karl Kohut (bass), Rob
Siwik (drums), Paul Balcain (tenor sax), Andrew Littleford (trumpet), Todd
Martin (mellophone/flugel horn), Kristopher Ulrich (guitar), with backup
vocals: David Grenon, Brooke Wylie, Joanna Majoko. 
The Ballad of the Weeping Spring (film): Sunday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.

A stylized homage to spaghetti westerns and samurai epics, shot entirely
in Israel but set in a mythical time and place, Tawila brings together his old
musician buddies to grant the last wishes of a dying friend. Winner of four
Awards at the Israeli Film Academy, 2012. Film Trailer:
http://radyjcc.com/template.cfm?tID=256
The Matchmaker (film): Monday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.

Avi Nesher’s latest film mixes comedy with drama as it tells a coming-of-
age story unlike any you’ve ever seen before. Best Actor/best actress,
Awards Israeli Film Academy. Best Feature Film, Chicago International Film
Festival, 2010. Film Trailer: http://radyjcc.com/template.cfm?tID=256
Omer Avital Quintet: Israeli Jazz Superstars: Tuesday, November 19, 7:30
p.m.

Omer Avital is a composer, a virtuosic bassist,
and an active force on the world music scene for
well over a decade. Joined in Winnipeg by jazz
luminaries, Greg Tardy, (saxophone), Yonatan
Avishai (piano), Eli Degibri (saxophone), and
Daniel Freedman (drums).
NBC News Correspondent Martin Fletcher:
Wednesday, November 20, 7:30 p.m. 

This program will cover the range of Martin
Fletcher’s esteemed career as a journalist, his
more than three decades as the NBC Middle
East correspondent and Tel Aviv Bureau Chief,
and novelist. Featuring his new novel Jacob’s
Oath, Martin will also discuss his previous
works, Walking Israel, Breaking News, and The
List . 
Nancy Richler, The Imposter Bride: Thursday,
November 21, 7:30 p.m.

The Imposter Bride is the 2013 Canadian
Jewish Book Award winner for Fiction, was short
listed for the 2012 Giller Prize, was one of the
Globe and Mail Best Books of the Year and an
Editor’s Choice book in the New York Times
Book Review. Join Nancy Richler in conversa-
tion with Charlene Diehl, Director of the
Winnipeg International Writers Festival. 
Israel Brass Quintet: Saturday, November 23,
8:00 p.m.

The IBQ, founded in 1998, is comprised of
five Israeli symphony musicians. Their concert
takes the listener on a musical journey through
the Jewish- Israeli tradition; beginning with
Ladino songs from Spain, moving on to tradi-
tional sacred and secular melodies of the
Ashkenazi Jews, and culminating in Jerusalem
with contemporary Hebrew songs.
The Magic of Brass: A Family Chanukah
Concert: Sunday, November 24, 1:00 p.m.

A thrilling journey through the history of
music! Suitable for all ages from pre-schoolers
to senior citizens. Chanukah songs included!
This concert is interactive- you have been
warned!
Exhibit of Jewish Artists: Sunday, November 17
- Sunday, November 24

Featuring artist Elena El, alongside other local
artists, this exhibit will highlight the vibrant com-
munity of Jewish artists active in our city. All art
work exhibited will be for sale in support of the
artists and the Rady JCC. 

Tarbut at a Glance 
Music

In Tribute to Barbra Streisand
Omer Avital Quintet
Israel Brass Quintet

Films
The Ballad of the Weeping Spring

The Matchmaker
Authors

NBC News Correspondent Martin Fletcher
Nancy Richler, The Imposter Bride

Family
The Magic of Brass: A Family Chanukah

Concert
TICKETS/INFO

Rady JCC Ph: 477-7510
www.radyjcc.com

PROGRAM & CONCERT VENUE
Rady Jewish Community Centre

At the Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street
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In Tribute to Barbra Streisand
10 Winnipeg musicians headlined by Heitha Forsyth

Saturday, November 16, 8:00 p.m.

The Ballad of the Weeping Spring
Sunday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.

The Matchmaker
Monday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.

Omer Avital Quintet
Israeli jazz superstars

Tuesday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.

NBC Special News Correspondent & Author 
Martin Fletcher

featuring Jacob’s Oath: A Novel
Wednesday, November 20, 7:30 p.m.

Author Nancy Richler
Giller Prize Finalist, The Imposter Bride

Thursday, November 21, 7:30 p.m.

Israel Brass Quintet
Granada to Jerusalem with 5 symphony musicians

Saturday, November 23, 8:00 p.m.

The Magic of Brass:
A Family Chanukah Concert

This concert is interactive!
Sunday, November 24, 1:00 p.m.

Visual Art Exhibit
featuring Elena El

Saturday, Nov. 16 – Sunday, Nov. 24

The Jewish Bookfair
Gifts, books, music and more!

Tickets/Info: 204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com
Rady JCC I Berney Theatre I Asper Jewish Community Campus I 123 Doncaster Street

Omer Avital

At The Forks by Elena ElMartin FletcherNancy RichlerIsrael Brass QuintetHeitha Forsyth, In Tribute to Barbra Streisand
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“Zooming In” series presents two well-known 
members of our theatrical community Oct. 22

By REBECA KUROPATWA
Kayla Gordon will be sharing the stage with

Alix Sobler at the upcoming Rady JCC
Zooming In series, “It’s a Jewish Biz - Jewish
Representation in the Theatre.”

A born and bred Winnipegger, Gordon has
travelled and worked both in Winnipeg and
other cities.

Having been involved in the theatre world
since  the age of 12, Gordon got her start as
an actor at the old Prairie Theatre Exchange
before venturing into directing. Her first foray
into directing was with a play called, “It’s
Hard to Be a Jew”, which was a co-produc-
tion of the University of Winnipeg (U of W)
and University of Manitoba (U of M) student associations. 

For the “Jewish Biz” talk, taking place at the Rady JCC’s Adult
Lounge at 7:30 pm on Tues., Oct. 22, Gordon will discuss how prolif-
ic Jews have been in theatre since the early time of Jewish theatre, and
how Yiddish theatre slowly grew into English-speaking theatre but
with Jewish themes and content. 

“It blows me away that, today, there are Jewish theatres all over the
world – even in Alaska, San Miguel, and Omaha,” says Gordon.

“There has been strong Jewish involvement on Broadway since the
early 1900s – shows like ‘The Producers’, actors like Nathan Lane,
and many shows today that reflect the Jewish experience from ‘Fiddler
on the Roof’ to ‘Soul Doctor.’ 

“There’s also a strong Jewish presence on TV, in the movies, and the
arts. For the Zooming In talk, we’ll discuss how we see and portray
ourselves in these areas – looking at typically Jewish characters and
topics and how we feel about their portrayal today in the arts.”

Gordon hopes the Zooming talk will include a discussion of what
people are looking for and want to see when they see a play with
Jewish content.

In the early 1990s, Gordon dropped acting from her regular reper-
toire, focusing on directing when she became the artistic director of
the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre (WJT). After holding this WJT role for 11
years, Gordon) started up the Winnipeg Studio Theatre (WST seven
years ago.

Besides her work with the WST, Gordon also keeps busy as a pro-
fessor at the University of Winnipeg, teaching musical theatre and act-
ing.

Although the WST does not  focus solely on
plays with Jewish content, Gordon does say
that, “because I am who I am, often the work
I do is reflected through me being Jewish or
my Jewish background. 

“For example, we did a play called, ‘My
Mother’s Jewish Lesbian Wiccan Wedding,’ a
story about a Jewish woman who ends up
coming out of the closet and becoming a full
adult lesbian moving in with a woman. 

Gordon has also worked with the interna-
tional organization of theatre companies and
playwrights, networking and sharing mainly
Jewish theatre ideas. She was executive direc-
tor for the organization for four years, after

leaving the WJT, and the group remains very active.
“A big part of my reason d’etre now – and for the next 20-30 years

– is bringing in the new generation into the theatre world,” said
Gordon. “I’d like to start passing the hat. We started a scholarship for
young emerging artists which I’d like to see grow, and I’d like to do
more freelance directing in plays I connect with as well as more
regional theatre (in Winnipeg and elsewhere).”

New York-born Alix Sobler now makes Winnipeg home
Also on Oct. 22 New York born and raised Alix Sobler, will be shar-

ing her experiences and thoughts about Jewish theatre.
Sobler, who has lived in Winnipeg for eight years, has written many

plays over the years, many of which have had a Jewish context.
Most recently, Sobler wrote “The Secret Annex,” a fictional play

about a 25-year-old Anne Frank – how she survived WWII and is ready
to embark upon a new life chapter in New York City (NYC).

Sobler came to Winnipeg after meeting her now-husband on the
Fringe (Festival) circuit. 

A writer and performer, Sobler mainly writes plays as well as some
fiction, also acts occasionally. Her day job sees her working in com-
munications for the Winnipeg Arts Council.

Sobler says“Telling stories is my main life goal.”
For the upcoming Zooming In talk, Sobler will discuss how her

Judaism has affected her artwork, noting, “There’s something to be
gained from talking about the process of creating art, and certainly
writing a play is an exercise in art. 

“If people are interested in learning about the stages you go through
and the complexity of how difficult [writing a play] really is, I’d be

happy to discuss
that. Also, I can talk
about having grown
up Jewish and how
my ties to my cultur-
al heritage have
influenced my art-
work, in general.” 

Curently Sobler is
working on a play
about the Triangle
Sweatshop Factory
Fire, a major fire that
happened in 1911 in
NYC. “This was a
sweatshop on the
lower east side with
mostly young, Jewish
immigrant workers
(from Russia and
Poland),” she
explains.

“When the fire
broke out, because
of the inadequate fire
escape and warning
systems, 146 workers
died in a span of
about 15 minutes.
Before Sept. 11/01, it
was the worst disas-
ter New York has
ever known. It’s a
very haunting and
relevant story, related
to where we get our
clothes today.”
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Silver Collection I Please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

It’s a Jewish Biz 
- Jewish Representation in the Theatre
Tuesday, October 22, 7:30 pm
Join Kayla Gordon and Alix Sobler as they
help us examine how Jewish representation
in theatre shapes public perception of Jews 
as a culture and a people.

Kayla Gordon was the Artistic Director for Winnipeg Jewish 
Theatre for 10 years. She is currently working with Winnipeg
Studio Theatre and at The University of Winnipeg.

Alix Sobler is a playwright born and raised in New York. 
Her new play The Secret Annex will have its world premiere 
at the Royal Maintoba Theatre Centre in 2014.

Zooming In will be held at The Rady JCC 
at 123 Doncaster Street in the Adult Lounge

Alix Sobler

Kayla Gordon

Modern Jewishrepresentationin theArts
Modern Jewishrepresentationin theArts



Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN
Are whites any more racist than any other group? Is is

patronizing for whites to want to help people of different
racial backgrounds?

I suppose if you’re Eric Robinson the answer is decidedly
“yes”. But then where does that leave all the “white do-
gooders”- to use Mr. Robinson’s derisive term? Should they
simply go away and not involve themselves in the problems
of other racial groups?

That is the quandary facing Hannah Jacobs, a young,
well-intentioned doctor working in South Africa in 2008 at
a time when black refugees from Zimbabwe were stream-
ing into South Africa, fleeing the murderous regime of
Robert Mugabe.

“Good Intentions”, the first of three new plays to be pre-
sented by   the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre this season,  is the
work of local playwright Ginny Collins.  ((By the way the
Winnipg Jewish Theatre  seems to prefer being referred to
as the “widget” theatre these days if you properly sound out “WJT”.
Why not put the Jewish back into the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre? It’s not
as if there’s been a huge incease in audience sizes since the name was
stripped of its Jewish identity.)

Now, while there are some passing references to the fact that
Hannah is Jewish, it is almost irrelevant to this play. While she uses the
phrase “tikkun olam” and there is another reference to a famous
Talmudic passage, it seems more likely that making Hannah Jewish
was simply a contrivance to allow this play to be staged by the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre.

Not that there’s anything wrong with that - as Jerry Seinfeld might
have said. The subject matter of “Good Intentions” is certainly
provocative enough that it could engage any typically liberal theatre-
goer in some serious introspection. At one point during the play
Hannah says to her boyfriend Peter, “If I had any affliction it wouldn’t
be white guilt, it would be Jewish guilt.”

Really? I don’t think so, Hannah. Jewish guilt - or at least the Jewish
guilt stereotype commonly voiced by Jewish comedians, has nothing
to do with not saving the world. It’s about not calling your mother.

Frankly the situation in which Hannah finds herself - wanting to do
what she can to ease the suffering of Zimbabwean refugees who are
ostracized by other black South Africans in the hospital in which she

is working - hardly puts her into the same category of
hypocritical white liberals as say John Grayson - the
gay rights activist who is at the forefront of “Queers
Against Israeli Apartheid”, and who was just recently
let out of an Egyptian prison.

As I watched Hannah agonize over what she could
do to help those poor Zimbabweans, and as her
dweeb of a boyfriend kept telling her that she should-
n’t be so concerned with their fate, I didn’t think of
her as a “white do gooder” at all. She was a doctor,
for heaven’s sake. She shouldn’t be taking sides.

Unfortunately, as her black South African colleague
Godfrey tries to explain to Hannah, the situation is
very complicated. Isn’t it always in cases like this?

If you transfer the action in “Good Intentions” to
almost any other location in the world today you can
well imagine the same ethical dilemma that Hannah
is confronting playing itself out a hundred times a day

throughout the globe. Israel, for instance, has had to deal with the
plight of thousands of Sudanese refugees attempting to enter that
country illegally. Just lately we have seen the same stituation repeat-
ing itself in Italy as refugees from Africa and Syria flee horrible situa-
tions at home. 

Here in Canada we have the luxury of not having to deal with
refugees arriving on our doorstep every day, but when they do come,
as was the case several years ago with thousands of Sri Lankans
attempting to gain entry into Canada, Canadians en masse had to
think of the same ethical issue as Hannah: When it comes to saving
lives, how do you prioritize?

While this issue is dealt with quite well in “Good Intentions” and the
dialogue rings with authenticity, I found the relationship between
Peter and Hannah troubling. What on earth did she see in this guy, I
kept thinking to myself. Sure, he’s tall and reasonably good looking,
but what a kvetch. When we first meet him he’s putting the moves on
Hannah - to her seeming annoyance. Subsequently he doesnt’t let up
in his haranguing her to leave her position as a doctor in the African
village where she is working. 

Still, why Peter may have been annoying, he was very convincing -
as was the entire play. “Good Intentions” is on until Oct. 20 at the
Berney Theatre.
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synagogue in
the North End,
this was the first
Yom Tov since
the board voted

in August to introduce fully egalitarian ser-
vices. The congregation has room for about
350 on Yom Tov and attendance was closer to
200 last year. 2013 attendance figures
weren’t available at press time.

Among our community’s Orthodox syna-
gogues, the Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun in River
Heights has the largest congregation.
Attendance this year was about 250. 

“We were full,” says Dr. Earl Hershfield, the
congregation’s president. “There was no
room left.”

Chabad also reported standing room only
in its third Yom Tov in its River Heights build-
ing. Chabad doesn’t have any official mem-
bership but Rabbi Yaacov Simmonds reports
that perhaps close to 500 were in attendance
overall ( an increase of 10%-20% from last
year) with more than 350 people for Kol
Nidre and over 300 for the neelah service.

“We ran out of books and chairs,”
Simmonds says.

The Chavurat Tefila, Ashkenazi and Talmud
Torah congregations in the north end
between them had fewer than 200 for Yom
Tov. 

Miral Gabor, president of Temple Shalom,
our community’s only Reform Congregation,
reports that attendance was down a little for
Rosh Hashonah (about 175) but full for Yom
Kippur (about 200). 

Shir Tikvah, which holds services only on
Rosh Hashonah and Yom Kippur, attracted its
usual 200 or so worshippers. The congrega-

tion was formed in the aftermath of the merg-
er of the three major North Winnipeg syna-
gogues (Rosh Pina, Beth Israel and Bnay
Abraham in 2002. The Yom Tov services are
held at the Viscount Gort Hotel. 

“Every year, we attract a few new people,”
says Sharon Bronstone, Shir Tikvah’s leader.

Yom Tov services are also held at the Simkin
Centre/Sharon Home. The services, led by
Steven Hyman, Jon Waldman and Jane Enkin,
have been adapted and shortened for the
convenience of the residents. Cindy
Greenlay, the centre’s manager of Therapeutic
Recreation, reports that many families attend
the Sharon Home services to be with their
parents and that there are a number of people
who continue to come even though they no
longer have family in the home.

“We had 260 people attending this year,”
she says. “That was 20 more than last year.
We were able to project the service into new
overflow areas.”  

There is one more option for members of
the community seeking an alternative Yom
Tov service. Camp Massad holds a Rosh
Hashonah service every year at the camp site
just north of Winnipeg Beach on the second
day of Rosh Hashonah.

“We had about 165 people for our informal
service,” says Massad executive director
Daniel Sprintz. “We have a good, solid
group, with a few new people every year.” 

SHAAREY ZEDEK, ETZ CHAYIM 
EXPLORING POSSIBLE MERGER

Now, for one of his Rosh Hashona sermons,
Rabbi Alan Green, the Shaarey Zedek’s spiri-
tual leader, once again raised the subject of a
possible merger between the Shaarey Zedek

and Etz Chayim.
“We have been having ongoing conversa-

tions,” says Ian Staniloff, Shaarey Zedek’s
executive director, commenting on the sub-
ject of merger. “We have much in common
and, within a couple of years, we will have to
make some major decisions about our build-
ing (which was built in the early 1950s).
Maybe we will refurbish or replace our build-
ing. Maybe we will move somewhere else.
We will have to determine what is best for the
community.”

In an e-mail Jonathan Buchwald, executive
director of Etz Chayim, wrote: “Due to the
aging demographic issues that are becoming
more significant and common across North
America, Congregation Etz Chayim is in the
process of developing a future plan for the
continuity and vibrancy of our Shul. It is our
understanding that Shaarey Zedek is going
through a similar process.

“One of the options we are investigating as
part of this process is to determine the feasi-
bility of a partnership/amalgamation with
Shaarey Zedek. It is also just one of the
options that SZ is investigating as well.

“This investigation involves looking into
what areas the two congregations might have
in common, what areas would need bridging
and in essence what a combined congrega-
tion might look like.

“We want to make it very clear that neither
party has made a commitment to amalga-
mate. At this very preliminary stage it is an
investigation not a negotiation. 

“Upon completion of this investigation, We
will be reporting back to our membership the
findings of this and the other options that are
part of this future planning process.”

Yom Tov
Continued from page 1.

WJT’s first play of the season

“Good Intentions” set in South Africa but it could just as well be Canada - or Israel

Jason Neufeld as Peter
and Andrea Houssin as

Hannah in “Good
Intentions”



Rady JCC Announces Opening Programs for
Teens and Tweens (Grades 5 & 6) and bbyo Connect (Grades 7 & 8)

October marks the beginning of the Rady JCC’s programming for stu-
dents in grades 5 and 6 (Teens & Tweens) and for those in grades 7 and
8 (bbyo Connect). Teens & Tweens is an award-winning program for
pre-teens that fosters identification with the Jewish community
through shared experiences. It also matches parents’ interest to find
social activities for this age group that are well-supervised and pro-
mote affiliation with the community. 

Teens and Tweens programs for grades 5 & 6 take place on Saturday
nights at the Rady JCC during off-hours. Participants have access to the
Rady JCC’s state-of-art facilities and equipment including the RKade
interactive gaming zone, gym and swimming pool. This initiative has
a strong social focus as well as emphasis on wellness. Past Teens and
Tweens programs have included scavenger hunts, art sessions, trivia
game nights and recreational activities such as group games and
relays. Following the opening activity, tweens enjoy the facility while
socializing and interacting with each other. Evenings are capped off
with an ice cream bar. Teen leaders and JCC staff are on-site at every

event. 
On Saturday, October 19 from 6:30 p.m.

to 9:00 p.m., Teens and Tweens opens with
a dance party at the Rady JCC plus there will
be time for swimming, the RKADE and
refreshments.

Last year, the Rady JCC launched a new
initiative especially designed for students in
grades 7 and 8. bbyo Connect offers teens a
variety of experiences to help bridge the gap
between immediate pre and post Bar/Bat
Mitzvah and high school programs. It is
open to 7th and 8th graders from all back-
grounds and experiences. Activities take
place year round and include cultural, social
and wellness programming. Past programs
have included bowling, a social action activ-
ity and limo scavenger hunt. At this crucial
age, bbyo Connect programs help link the
break between Bar/Bat Mitzvah and high
school, giving younger teens an early oppor-
tunity to enjoy fulfilling Jewish experiences.
bbyo Connect makes use of the proven
growth strategies of BBYO as well as the
involvement of BBYO leaders to foster par-
ticipation of younger teens. Rady JCC staff
and youth leaders supervise bbyo Connect
events.

bbyo Connect opens on Sunday, October
20. Participants will meet at the Rady JCC at
2:30 p.m. and then head out to A Maze in
Corn for fun, socializing and refreshments
and returning back to the Centre at 5:30

p.m. 
Advance registra-

tion is required for
both programs by
calling the Rady JCC
or on-line at
www.radyjcc.com.
For more information
on Teens and Tweens
contact Laura
Marjovsky at lmar-
jovsky@radyjcc.com
and for bbyo
Connect, contact Izzy
Clark at
iclark@radyjcc.com

Watch for more
details on future pro-
grams. Everyone is
welcome to attend.
The Rady JCC grate-
fully acknowledges
the generous support
of the Jewish
Foundation of
Manitoba for their
support of bbyo
Connect. 
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Drop-Off 
and Pick-Up

in the
Building

Registration must be done in advance by Thursday, Oct. 17
204-477-7510 •  www.radyjcc.com  •  Payment will not be taken at the door

For further information contact Laura Marjovsky at 204-477-7539 lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com

Teens
Tweens
StrictlyTeens
Tweensand

StrictlyStrictly

Saturday
October 19,2013
Rady Jewish Community Centre

Grades 5 & 6
6:30 – 9:00 pm
$8 m / $10 nm

NEXT 
program

November 

30

Dance
Party

BRING
Bathing Suit

and
Towel

bbyo participants at Winter Convention last March.



Comrades in arms
In people’s daily life, there are few things

that are more excruciatingly painful than
putting oneself out there emotionally and
physically when trying to make friends, only
to be rebuffed. This rejection can do some
real damage to one’s psyche. It can also be
really hard for loved ones to sit idly by and
not know what to do as someone they love is
hurt and left bewildered. The truth is, as par-

ents of children with Aspergers, there is very little that you can do,
your child is no longer in preschool and you can no longer arrange
playdates for them. As much as you want to take some kind of action,
whether it’s marching into their principal’s office if they are still in
school or into their boss’s office if they are now in the workforce, this
will only make things worse off for them. 

The best thing you can do for your child is relate your own person-
al experiences when you, too, struggled in making friends so that they
realize that they are not alone in their challenges of navigating the
social world. It will still sting to be spurned by another human being,
but there is nothing that anyone else can do that will change this, all
that can be done is to help mitigate the pain. 

You may also need to be patient with them, because, while it is nice
to know that they are not unique in having problems, the problems
that they are having are unique to them. It is also true that your loved
ones with Asperger’s may not seem to be receptive to stories of your
own struggles, but, the truth is that they are listening more than they
may let on. 

I don’t know if I need a girlfriend but I do need more friends. People
are always asking me why I don’t have a girlfriend since I am such a
fun, good-looking guy and as I sat at home alone last night I could not

get over how wrong this sentiment was. What I need is a friend. It
doesn’t really matter whether that person is a girl or a guy but simply
someone who I could go to events with and hang out and watch
movies with when I get tired. 

Some people might say that romantic or sexual relationships are the
best kind and that I don’t know what I am missing. That’s right - I don’t
know what I am missing, so I can’t really miss it, now can I? The only
kind of romantic love that I am personally familiar with is unrequited.
No, what I need is simply a friend. Someone who brightens up my day
and someone I can count on. I mean I am fine with not having some-
one to hold hands with or make-out with. This really doesn’t bother
me. 

Sure, it is annoying when everyone else is engaging in this behav-
iour all around you, but, I could live with that as long as I had some-
one willing to go to Nuit Blanche with. I mean I have a few friends,
but I’m out of luck if they’re busy when I’m free or with their girl-
friends. Yes, I am jealous of that close bond that they form over like
two months where they seem to know more about each other than I
have learned over the years, but, I really am willing to forgo this bond
because the closeness of my relationship with my friends really has
never bothered me before. 

Sure, some people are closer, but there will always be someone who
is closer or smarter or better at comedy. I am fine with the position of
mediocrity that I seem to reside in. I just wish I had someone to hang
out with tonight. 
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Adam Schwartz

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

‘Do you know how I might be able
to get a hold of President Truman?’, I
asked.

‘Yes I do,’ came the answer.
‘Could you tell me how then?’, I further inquired.
‘You’re speaking to him,’ I was told.”
Eventually, Stone explained, as much as President Truman said he

would love to come to Winnipeg, his health and other pressing mat-
ters would simply not allow it, he was told. (That explanation
becomes the basis of the letter that Stone would unveil this evening
and present to the Jewish Heritage Centre.) Truman, Stone noted,
“knew everything about B’nai Brith.” In offering his regrets at not
being able to come to Winnipeg, Truman said that he “regrets it
more than you can know.”

In Stone’s narrative, which he related in a fashion akin to telling a
mystery tale, trying to understand Truman’s eventual support for
Israel is not an easy matter. He often used derogative terms toward
Jews, even going so far as to refer to his one-time business partner
Eddie Jacobson, as that “kike”.

In fact, according to Stone, Truman was irritated by the constant
Jewish lobbying to have the U.S. support the creation of the State of
Israel, and was very reluctant to meet with Chaim Weizman, who
was the best-known spokesman for the Zionist cause worldwide in
1948.

Eventually though, Truman did meet with Weizman in what
became a pivotal meeting. During that meeting, according to Stone,
Weizman said to the president: “The Holocaust was the world’s
tragedy. The creation of the State of Israel can be the world’s
redemption.” Weizman went on to tell Truman that, by recognizing
the State of Israel, Truman could become the “Jews’ Lincoln”.

Finally, according to Stone, Truman agreed and said to Weizman:
“Sham (Truman’s way of pronouncing ‘Chaim’), all right, I’ll recog-
nize Israel.”

Of course, there has been much written about what led Truman to
cast his support in favour of the creation of the State of Israel,
including Truman’s need for Jewish support from the pivotal state of
New York in that year’s presidential election, but the likelihood is
that, despite the thousands of documents that have been studied by
innumerable historians, we will never know for certain what led
Truman to lean Israel’s way.

In thanking both Dan and Leonard Stone (who, by the way, are not
related) for their erudite descriptions of the background that led to
one of the most momentous decisions in the history of the Jewish
people, Earl Barish said: “This has been our own version of an
evening with the ‘Rolling Stones’.”

Harry Truman
Continued from page 12.

Israel protests Iran’s appointment to U.N. WMD committee
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel protested the appointment of Iran to a

United Nations General Assembly committee charged with regulat-
ing the disarmament of weapons of mass destruction. 

Iran was appointed last week as special rapporteur of the U.N.
General Assembly’s Committee on Disarmament and International
Security. In that position, the Iranian representative to the commit-
tee will keep the General Assembly up to date on the committee’s
actions during the 68th session, which ends in September. 

“It is inconceivable that a state under Security Council sanctions
for suspected WMD (weapons of mass destruction) proliferation
activities would be allowed to hold this position,” Israel’s ambas-
sador to the United Nations, Ron Prosor, wrote Tuesday in a letter to
U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon. 



Parshat Vayeira - the art of negotiation
Zodom and

Amorah (Sodom and
Gemorah) and the
five surrounding
cities are about to be
destroyed due to
their terribly evil
inhabitants. This is
400 years after the

Great Flood of Noah’s time, also brought on
by a world of evil. Either the inhabitants of
these doomed cities didn’t know their history,
or didn’t care.

At least in Noach’s time, there were 120
years from the time of the ark schematics to
the last plank put into place, enough time for
Noah to answer anyone’s questions about
why the flood was coming.

Zodom and Amorah weren’t given warn-
ings, time, or a messenger for redemption.
The people of these cities must have been so
deeply entrenched in destructive behaviour
that it would have been pointless to offer
them so much as a small window to repen-
tance.

One of the most outstanding aspects is that
Abraham negotiated with God when
informed of these cities’ destiny: ‘Will you
also stamp out the righteous among the
wicked?’ he asked angrily. Abraham asked
whether fifty righteous people were found in
these cities, if the cities would be spared on
their merit. God said yes. Abraham moved
down to ten, when God stopped negotiating.

Abraham appealed to His sense of justice.
Even if there was the remotest possibility of a
good person getting hit in the midst of the evil
being vanquished, Abraham had to protest.

In his dialogue with God, Abraham had a
number of choices.

Choice a) Given the fact that Abraham
already made Jewish converts in the town of
Charan, and had been strong enough of char-
acter to already pass some tests of faith, why
didn’t he offer to go into these evil cities and
spread the light of goodness?

The answer: when
Lot, Abraham’s
nephew, hosted two
strangers in his
home, the inhabi-
tants of these evil
cities, young and
old, pounded down
his door demanding
to sodomize the
men.

This was how
strangers were ‘wel-
comed.’

The evil was so
beyond the pale that
destruction was nec-
essary and immi-
nent. Perhaps the
reason there were
no righteous was
because these cities
were a hopeless
cause, so evil that
they were deserving
of destruction.

Even if there was a
way for Abraham to
enter these cities
safely, he would be
swiftly reminded of
the axiom: You can-
not reason someone
out of something
they have not rea-
soned themselves
into. No amount of
logic or appeal to
moral standards
could have penetrat-
ed people’s minds if
they had already
decided that their

way was the right way.

Choice b) Abraham also could have asked
God more bluntly, more succinctly, if there
were any righteous among the inhabitants of
the wicked cities, then asked them all to be
spared, instead of negotiating downwards
from fifty.

The answer: It would have been near-
impossible for the righteous to remain right-
eous, given the overwhelming poisonous
influences surrounding them.

These cities were the epicentre of the envi-
ronment that manifested pure wickedness. All
of this was swept away as a cleansing of soci-
ety. God made Abraham and Lot’s families
flee, instead of leaving them exposed to so
much as the dust of these evil cities. God did
not even want them to look backwards, and,
as we discover, Lot’s wife did so, and was
punished by being turned into a pillar of salt.

A frequently asked question is that
Abraham stepped forward to protest the
destruction of evil cities in the event there
might be ten righteous people, but why didn’t
Abraham protest when being asked to sacri-
fice his own son? It is peculiar that he would
save evildoing strangers, but not his own
innocent child, that it took a hundred years to
have? Wouldn’t any parent offer themselves,
lest their child be harmed?

The Sages tell us that when God informed
Abraham that these evil people would be
eventually destroyed, Abraham derived that
God wanted him to ardently protest.

There would not have been a reason other-
wise to notify Abraham in advance. With ref-
erence to the sacrifice of Yitzchak (Isaac),
God pleads with Abraham using the words
‘Nah Kach’ or ‘Please take,’ that was under-
stood to mean a command that should not be
questioned.

Abraham’s goal in life was to serve God and
carry out His will. With this in mind,
Abraham sought to act as an advocate to pre-
vent punishment for those who were being
judged who did not have anyone speaking in
their defense.

Sacrificing Yitzchak, however, was not
intended as a punishment; rather, Abraham
rightly perceived it to be carrying out His
will.
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Weekly Torah reading

50th anniversary of Outlook

Outlook celebrates its 50th year of pub-
lication, carrying on the proud history of
secular and progressive thought embed-
ded in the consciousness of the Jewish
immigrants that came to Canada, begin-
ning in the 1880s, fleeing pogroms, per-
secution and ghettoization in Eastern
Europe. The progressive press brought its
readers the news, offered political analy-
sis and was a vehicle for cultural and lin-
guistic expression, first in Yiddish and
then in English. The Canadian Jewish
Outlook was begun in 1963 and Outlook
follows on the path of its forebears. It is a
tribute to the commitment and the tenac-
ity of its staff and contributors that
Outlook has overcome financial and
political challenges for over 50 years, to
provide enlightened analysis of political,
social and economic issues in Canada, in
Israel and the Middle East and around
the world, in the face of growing conser-
vatism and religious fundamentalism.

By

DAVE GORDON

UNITED JEWISH PEOPLE’S ORDER 
& 

WINNIPEG OUTLOOK COMMITTEE 
PRESENT: 

 

The Annual Fundraising Brunch in Honour of 
the 50th Anniversary of 

Outlook MMagazine 
Canada’s PProgressive JJewish MMagazine 

 
Come hear: 

Rhea Tregebov 
Discuss how an author incorporates personal experiences into writing: 

 

Telling the Family: The Truth about Fiction 
 
Rhea Tregebov is an Associate Professor in the Creative Writing Program at UBC. She was 
raised in Winnipeg, attending Talmud Torah elementary, Garden City Collegiate, and the 
University of Manitoba. She did graduate work at Cornell and Boston Universities; she received 
an MA in English and American literature from BU. The opening of her 2009 historical novel, The 
Knife Sharpener’s Bell, is set in Winnipeg’s North End during the 1930s, as are her children’s 
picture books, The Big Storm and What-If Sara. All are derived from elements of her family’s 
history. She has received many awards for her fiction and poetry.  
 

Sunday, November 3, 2013 
University of Winnipeg 
Riddell Hall  
11:00 – 1:00 
Tickets: $50 (includes $25 charitable receipt) 
Cheques can be made out to Outlook. For tickets contact: 
Mark Golden – 779-9044 or 19-828 Preston Ave. R3G 0Z4 
m.golden@uwinnipeg.ca 
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Vegging out
Darn! Mom was

right. She always
told me: “Eat your
vegetables. They are
good for you.” Eating
plenty of vegetables
can help ward off
heart disease, stroke,
eye disease, and

even control blood pressure. 
So it is important not only to eat vegetables,

but to have a variety of them at every meal.
For those among  you who count potatoes as
a vegetable, think again. Potatoes are more of
a starch, so for maximum benefit seek out
new vegetables, especially dark green leafy
vegetables. They contain a real punch of vita-
mins and the nutrients that we need on a
daily basis. 

And don’t think all vegetables have to be
bland and boring. Just the other day, my hus-
band surprised me with this great bok choy
recipe. Not only was it nutritious but it was
also delicious. 

So try it out as well as some of these other
recipes that are good for both your palate and
your plate.

* * *
BABY BOK CHOY

Baby Bok Choy has a sweeter flavour than
adult varieties. For a lighter taste, feel free to
stir-fry the baby bok choy in olive oil. Low-
sodium chicken broth can be used in place of
water. 

Cooking Time: 5 minutes

4 bunches baby bok choy (basically, 1 bunch
per person)
2 slices ginger
2 tbs soy sauce
1 tsp sugar, or to taste
1/4 tsp salt, or to taste
1/4 cup water
A few droops of sesame oil
1 1/2 tbs vegetable oil for stir-frying

Wash the baby bok
choy and drain.
Separate the stalks
and leaves. 

Cut the stalk diago-
nally, and cut the
leaves across. Heat
wok and add oil.

When oil is ready,
add ginger and stir-fry
briefly for about 30
seconds, until ginger
is aromatic. 

Add the bok choy,
adding the stalks first,
and then the leaves.
Stir in the soy sauce,
sugar, and salt, and
stir-fry on a high heat
for 1 minute. Add the
water.

Cover the wok and
simmer for about 2
minutes. Stir in the
sesame oil, and serve. 

Serves 4.

* * *
ZUCCHINI KUGEL

3 zucchini shredded
1 small onion,
chopped
1 tsp dried parsley
3 eggs beaten

1/2 cup water
1/4 cup oil
1 tsp chicken soup powder
1 tsp baking powder
Salt and pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 350. Spray an ovenproof
casserole dish with cooking spray.

In a bowl combine zucchini, onion, parsley,
eggs water and oil, soup powder, baking
powder, salt and pepper. Mix well. 

Add flour until the mixture is no longer
runny. Place into casserole dish and bake 60
minutes or until brown.

* * *
BUTTERNUT SQUASH MUFFINS

2 cups all purpose flours
1 cup whole wheat flour
1 cup sugar
4 1/2 tsp baking powder
1 1/2 tsp cinnamon
3/4 tsp salt
3 eggs beaten
1 tbsp vanilla
1 cup apple juice
1/2 cup vegetable oil
2 pkgs frozen butternut squash, thawed,
divided
Cinnamon sugar

Preheat oven 350. Grease muffins
trays.

In a large bowl combine flours,
sugar, baking powder, cinnamon
and salt. 

In a medium bowl combine eggs,
vanilla, apple juice, oil. 

Add the egg mixture to the flour
mixture. Stir until moistened. Fold
the butternut squash into the mix-
ture.

Spoon batter into greased muffin
tins. Sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.
Bake 30 minutes. Remove from
pans.

* * *
STUFFED ZUCCHINI WITH MEAT FILLING
12 zucchini unpeeled trimmed on both ends
and cut out in center to form 2 equal pieces
2 lbs of ground beef
Black pepper, garlic powder
1 cup cooked long grain rice
3 tbsp vegetable oil
2 medium onions finely chopped
3 cans tomato sauce 8 ounce
3 cans water

Preheat oven 350.
Use a tip of vegetable peeler and cut a

round tunnel through each zucchini.
In a large bowl mix the ice and beef and

spices. 
Stuff the mixture into the scooped out zuc-

chini. The filling will expand during cooking.
Lay the zucchini in a single layering a shal-

low pan. 
Heat oil in a saucepan and sauté the onion

about 10 minutes. 
Add the tomato sauce and water and heat

for about 10 minutes. Pour over zucchini
meat stuffing.

Cover tightly cook for 2 hours turning zuc-
chinis over after one hour.
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The Innocents has profound observations about love in a decidedly Jewish milieu
The Innocents
By Francesca Segal
Harper Collins Publishers, 2012
357 pages
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

One of the reasons that I wanted to
start a new book club in conjunction
with the Rady JCC last year was that I,
myself, wanted to be forced to read
books that I might otherwise never
consider reading. Not that I consider
myself one-dimensional when it
comes to reading material but, if truth
be told, I don’t think I’m all that differ-
ent from a great many other men who
might have been turned off by being
told repeatedly that The Innocents is
inspired by and evocative of The Age
of Innocence, by Edith Wharton.

“Oh God,” I thought to myself: “A
piece all about English manners!”
(Not that I had read anything by Edith Wharton – that’s just the stereo-
type I had in my mind after attempting to watch the Martin Scorsese
movie of the same name.)

But, thank you Rebecca Brask, who is Senior Arts Cultural Program
Coordinator for the Rady JCC, and my co-facilitator (or whatever you
want to call what we do) in the “People of the Book Jewish Book Club”,
for making The Innocents the first selection of this, our second year of
the club, and which is to be discussed Wednesday, Oct. 30th.

From the moment I began reading this book I was totally engrossed.
I didn’t even know that the author, Francesca Segal, is the daughter of
Erich Segal, author of that tear-jerker of a novel, Love Story. (Had I
known that I might have been even more loath to pick up The
Innocents.)

Apparently The Innocents is Francesca Segal’s debut novel. That in
itself is absolutely amazing, as one would not expect such a beautiful-
ly written and absolutely mesmerizing story to come from a first nov-
elist. What readers of this paper will undoubtedly enjoy is the author’s
brilliant take on modern Jewish life. Although the novel is set in
London it is not difficult to conceive of the same storyline taking place
in any cosmopolitan Western city that has a sizeable Jewish popula-
tion, although as you will see as you read on, I have my doubts that the
characters who populate The Innocents are truly typical of Jews any-
where in the year 2013.

The story centres around several lead characters and a host of sup-
porting ones for whom family ties are of great importance. Chief
among these and the one I found most compelling is the book’s male
protagonist, Adam Newman, a 28-year-old barrister who seems to have
the world by the tail. Although we don’t ever really get a solid descrip-
tion of Adam’s face, we know that he is thin and tall, and perfectly
attentive to his lovely fiancée, Rachel Gilbert, who has been his sweet-
heart ever since they met on a trip to Israel ten years before.

Into this mix, however, comes the dangerously exotic presence of
Rachel’s cousin, Ellie, who has a very dark past as someone who not
only has been involved in a serious affair with a New York millionaire,
but who also apparently appeared in a pornographic film.

In the author’s description of Ellie, she comes across as the type of
woman who, no matter how indifferent she may be to her own appear-
ance, is absolutely deadly to men. Is she so attractive because of the strong
hint of danger that she exudes? That is something for the reader to decide.

But more than anything, as I found myself engrossed in The
Innocents, I began to think that Adam’s yearning for Ellie was a rever-
sal of the old “bad boy” stereotype in which nice girls fall for the wrong
kind of guy. Here we have a very nice Jewish boy – and one, it would
seem, who could have had his choice of girls, who does end up with a
lovely and doting girl in Rachel yet, once he comes into close contact
with Ellie, is smitten.

Frankly I thought Adam was a sap. All right, so Rachel seems a tad
humdrum in comparison to Ellie, but for a very intelligent guy, I kept
saying to myself: “Come on Adam, can you seriously think of living the
rest of your life with someone as unpredictable as Ellie? Okay, have
your fling in the hay with her and get it out of your system.”

Now I’m not going to spoil any of this delicious novel’s surprises by
letting you in on any more of the plot. Suffice to say that you must read
it to the very end to find out what happens – and even then you will
want to use your imagination to speculate as to where the characters
might end up if the story were to continue.

At this point I have to say something about Segal’s imagining of mod-
ern Jewish life in London. Her descriptions of family get-togethers,
always carefully choreographed by the women, replete with a never-
ending smorgasboard of Jewish foods, will resonate with many readers,
but seems reminiscent of a bygone era. Is Segal being somewhat satir-

ical in her constant focusing on food,
fashions, and house furnishings or is
she paying those typical ingredients of
Jewish life full respect?

I leave it to others to decide since
I’m not sure which side of the argu-
ment I come down on. (That’s why
having our book club is so much fun.
We deliberately avoid requiring atten-
dees to have read a particular book in
advance, so that many people have
come to one of our sessions and, after
listening to others arguing about a
certain book have left a session moti-
vated to read a particular book them-
selves.)

Segal’s observations about love and
the quotidian aspects of daily life that
can wear on any relationship are pro-
found indeed. See the excerpt below.

Still, as clever as the author is with her turns of phrase and ability to
evoke images of close-knit Jewish families, I couldn’t help but think
that somehow, this book belonged to a past era - one in which women
spent hours cooking. I’m not familiar enough with modern London
Jewish life to know how accurate her descriptions of girls dreaming of
settling down with nice Jewish boys and having babies is any more, but
it sure doesn’t seem to fit the patterns that we’ve seen developing in
North American society. 

In the first place, as the Pew
report discussed elsewhere in
this issue points out, intermar-
riage rates among American
Jews are continuing to rise at a
spectacularly high rate, but
complicating that issue even
further is the much lower mar-
riage rate, and the even lower
birth rate among Jews.

The characters in The
Innocents, no matter what
their ages, all seem to be safe-
ly ensconced in thriving rela-
tionships (despite the tempta-
tions that an exotic creature
like Ellie may bring to the
mix), have successful careers,
and all attend synagogue!
Now, how realistic is that?
Even the token gay character
is happily settled in with his
mate.

Again, I wonder whether
Segal isn’t really toying with
us by suggesting that such
people really do continue to
exist en masse. Perhaps they
do – and perhaps London
Jews are caught in some kind
of 1960s time warp, but I find
it difficult to think of one
modern Winnipeg family that
bears any real resemblance to
the Gilbert and Newman fam-
ilies of this novel. 

As for Ellie – she’s the quin-
tessential exotic beauty that
we Jewish men may lust after
in our minds, but as Dudley
Moore found when he pur-
sued and eventually bedded
the gorgeous Bo Derek in the
movie “Ten”, the reality never
matches the fantasy.

One final note: I wish I were
here to attend the book club
on Oct. 30, but I’ll be in Israel
attending a conference on ter-
rorism. This is one evening
though that I’d much rather
engage in discussion of what
is a richly entertaining novel.
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Excerpt from The Innocents
“The marriage of a Jewish son is

a bittersweet prospect. There is
relief, always, that he has navigat-
ed the tantalizing and plentiful
assemblies of non-Jewish women
to whom the children of the
Diaspora are inevitably exposed:
from the moment he enters sec-
ondary school there is the con-
stant anxiety that a blue-eyed
Christina or Mary will lure him
away from the tribe. Jewish men
are widely known to be uxorious
in all the most advantageous ways.
And so each mother fears that,
whether he be short and myopic,
boorish or stupid or prone to dis-
cuss his lactose intolerance with
strangers, whether he be blessed
with a beard rising almost to meet
his hairline, he is still within the
danger zone. Somewhere out
there is a shiksa with designs on
her son. Jewish men make good
husbands. It is the Jewish women’s
blessing as a wife, and her curse as
a mother.” 

(Yet, lest you think that Segal has
gone overboard in her depiction
of the nice Jewish boy as every
girl’s object of desire, here is what
she goes on to say in the next
paragraph about nice Jewish girls:)

“For when a son does it right and
chooses, early, a good girl like
Rachel Gilbert with a good family,
and good, symmetrical features, a
different fear whispers into the
sleepless nights of the woman who
raised him. A shiksa might keep
him apart from his community and
feed him shellfish and make their
children, God forbid, celebrate
Easter – that day when a historical
scapegoathood was cemented for-
ever by the singing of Roman ham-
mers on iron nails – but a nice
Jewish girl, if she’s nice enough,
holds deeper terrors. If she’s all
that they dreamed of for their
beloved boy, she might make the
mother redundant.”
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The Rady JCC and The Jewish Post &
News are pleased to continue into our
second year of the very successful
People of the Book Jewish Book Club.
Socialize and discuss these wonderful
books with a group of like minded (or
not!) peers. 

Fall 2013 Book Club Selections:
Wednesday, October 30, 2013 at 
7:30 pm
The Innocents by Francesca Segal

A smart and slyly funny tale of love,
temptation, confusion, and commitment; a triumphant and beauti-
fully executed recasting of Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence.

Newly engaged and unthinkingly self-satisfied, twenty-eight-year-
old Adam Newman is the prize catch of Temple Fortune, a small,
tight-knit Jewish suburb of London. He has been dating Rachel
Gilbert since they were both sixteen and now, to the relief and hap-
piness of the entire Gilbert family, they are finally to marry. 

But as the vast machinery of the wedding gathers momentum,
Adam feels the first faint touches of claustrophobia, and when
Rachel’s younger cousin Ellie Schneider moves home from New
York, she unsettles Adam more than he’d care to admit. Adam finds
himself questioning everything, suddenly torn between security and
exhilaration, tradition and independence. 

“Inspired by The Age of Innocence, Segal’s book is warmer, fun-
nier, and paints a more dynamic and human portrait of a function-
al community that is a wonderful juxtaposition to Wharton’s cold
social strata.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review

Winner of the 2012 Costa First Novel Award & the 2012 National
Jewish Book Award for Fiction. 

The Innocents will be facilitated by Rady JCC staff Rebecca Brask 

Tuesday, December 3, 2013 at 7:30 pm
The Liar’s Gospel: A Novel by Naomi Alderman

The award-winning writer of Disobedience, Naomi Alderman re-
imagines the life of Jesus, from the points of view of four people
closest to him before his death. This is the story of Yehoshuah, who
wandered Roman-occupied Judea giving sermons and healing the
sick. 

Now, a year after his death, four people tell their stories. His
mother grieves, his friend Iehuda loses his faith, the High Priest of
the Temple tries to keep the peace, and a rebel named Bar-Avo

strives to bring
that peace tum-
bling down. 

It was a time of
political power-
play and brutal
tyranny. Men and
women took to
the streets to
protest. Dictators
put them down
with iron force. In
the midst of it all,
one inconsequen-
tial preacher died.
And either some-
thing miraculous happened, or someone lied.

Viscerally powerful in its depictions of the period The Liars’
Gospel makes the oldest story entirely new.

“Superb....The best-known story of all takes on messy, intricate,
surging new life when freed from its biblical shackles in Naomi
Alderman’s reimagining.” (The Daily Mail)

We are thrilled to welcome James Christie, professor of Theology
at the University of Winnipeg to facilitate our second book club
pick, The Liar’s Gospel. 

For more information please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-
7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com. Pre-registration is welcome but not
necessary. Book club will be held in the Kroft boardroom at the
Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street. All are welcome to participate in
this book club. 

Returning
Season

Book Club will be held in The Kroft Board Room.

Silver
Collection

Join us for our next book club meeting 

Wednesday, October 30, 7:30 pm

The Innocents
by Francesca Segal

THE 2012 NATIONAL JEWISH BOOK
AWARD FOR FICTION & WINNER OF THE
2012 COSTA FIRST NOVEL AWARD

Tuesday, December 3, 7:30 pm

The Liar’s Gospel: 
A Novel by Naomi Alderman
The Liar’s Gospel will be facilitated by University 
of Winnipeg theology professor James Christie.

The Rady JCC and The Jewish Post and News
are pleased to announce the return of 

The People of the Book Jewish Book Club. 
All are welcome to this book club.

• Coffee is on us! •

For more information please contact Rebecca Brask
at 204-477-7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com

The PEOPLE OF THE BOOK: Rady JCC Book Club, returns for another fascinating season!

NAOMI ALDERMAN
Author of The Liar’s Gospel



The Jewish pros are on their way... this year there are 82 games to play
Go figure. You never

know, you know. The
21st Century has
brought about many
changes in society
and even several
decades previous to
that. It used to be that
it was relatively facile
to identify a fellow

Jew by his or her surname, but not so in
today’s more modern world of increasing
intermarriage; not to mention that women
often retain their own birth names and some-
times when couples split, the children may
later choose to use either parent’s moniker.
Conversion circumstances also arise too. 

In the search for Jewish athletes these days,
I can be easily stymied. For example, would-
n’t you think that the following players might
be members of the tribe?  Stephen Weiss of
the Red Wings, Jeff Zatkov of the Penguins,
Jaden Schwartz and Jordan Schmaltz of the
Blues, and David Schlemko of the Coyotes?
Not so, Uncle Moe!

On the other hand, I have a couple of new
non-sounding Jewish names today to go
along with Calgary Flames’ forward MIKE
CAMMALLERI who has been showcased
annually for about a decade in my “Jews in
Pro Hockey” feature. How about San Jose
Sharks’ defenceman JASON DEMERS and the
Edmonton Oilers’ tough-guy forward MIKE
BROWN?

I learned of Demers’ background when I
discovered that he was participating recently
in hockey in the Maccabiah Games in Israel.
According to Author Bob Wechsler who

wrote “Day by Day in
Jewish Sports History,”
Jason has a Jewish
mother and Bob says
that the young skater is
the son of the non-
Jewish one-time NHL
Head Coach Jacques
Demers, who has sup-
ported and mentored at
the Jewish tournament
in Israel.  

Jason is 6’ 1” and 195
lbs. and was born in
Dorval, Quebec. The
25-year-old was drafted by San Jose in the
2008 NHL hockey draft in the seventh round
(186th overall). In 211 regular season NHL
games the 25-year-old, who appears to be
somewhat injury prone, has scored 11 goals
and added 56 assists. Strong defensively, he
has an impressive +18 in the plus-minus cat-
egory. There is talk that he may be moved up
to play forward at times this season. 

Manitoba Moose fans will best remember
Mike Brown when he was in our town play-
ing in 189 games over three seasons between
2005 and 2008. The now 28-year-old would
often bring fans out of their seats, but it was-
n’t because he was a prolific scorer - not with
a grand total of 20 goals and 11 assists in the
AHL. The stat that would be his calling card
is 534 minutes in the sin bin. Nonetheless the
Chicago, Illinois winger ,who was drafted by
the Canucks in 2004 in round five, has man-
aged with his fists to fashion a career with
NHL stops in Vancouver, Anaheim, Toronto,
and now with the Edmonton Oilers, where he
rides shotgun for some of the finest young for-
wards in the circuit. The former Michigan
player, who plays both wings, has scored 15
goals and added 11 assists in 284 NHL
games, and served a total of 534 minutes in
penalties. Hey, someone’s got to do the dirty
work!

Another former Michigan Wolverine on the
hockey scene is winger ERIC NYSTROM, 30,
who is the son of Bob Nystrom, an NHL star
who played in 900 NHL games and spent 14
consecutive seasons (1972-86) with the
Islanders. Pop was instrumental in helping
lead the N.Y. team to four straight Stanley
Cups. The latter arrived from Stockholm,
Sweden  at age four and eventually married a
Jewish girl. Son Eric was raised Yiddish and
had a bar mitzvah. Like his dad, Eric is char-
itable minded and strongly supports Jewish
causes. 

Eric, a former US Junior National Team
member, kills penalties and can play in a
variety of game situations. Only this year the
6’ 1” 193 lb skater is doing his thing with the
Nashville Predators.  This past summer he
exercised his free agent status and  was inked
to a  four-year $10-million pact. The past two
seasons he was with the Dallas Stars where,
in 2011-12, Nystrom had 16 goals and five
assists in 74 games.  In last year’s truncated
campaign he played in all 48 games and fired
seven goals, along with four assists. 

Richmond Hill, Ontario’s MIKE
CAMMALLERI, 31 years of age, is now in his
tenth year in the NHL. Another Michigan
Wolverine standout, he was initially drafted
in the second round in 2001 by the L.A.
Kings. The son of a Jewish mother and
Sicilian father is 5’ 9” and 190 lbs. and is a
workout fiend who rarely backs down from a
challenge. He has played in 606 games with
LA, Montreal, and Calgary under the big top,
firing 210 goals and adding 247 assists. Used
often on the PP, the left-handed shooter has

scored 83. In last season’s shortened sched-
ule, the speedy forward scored 13 and set up
19 others in 44 starts. The centre and left-
winger has yet to appear in the early season
since he is on injured reserve due to a hand
injury.

Defenceman JONATHON BLUM,24, is an
enigma. The former Vancouver Giant of the
Western Hockey League, who was chosen by
Nashville in the first round in 2007 (23rd
overall), is allegedly not living up to his
potential ….at least based upon his impres-
sive junior hockey career. The Long Beach,
Cal rearguard in 2008-09 was a West First
All-Star, won the Bill Hunter Trophy as top
defenceman in the WHL and was voted the
Canadian Major Junior Defenceman of the
Year. Sterling credentials, wouldn’t you say? 

Last year the 6’ 1” and 186 lb. skater was
bought out by the Predators and signed as an
unrestricted FA by the Minnesota Wild (He
appeared here in Winnipeg in a pre-season
game). Shortly thereafter Blum was placed on
waivers for the purpose of being assigned to
the Iowa Wild of the AHL. He has played in
91 NHL games and 216 at the AHL level.   

Undrafted Ottawa born forward TREVOR
SMITH, at 28, is still on the cusp. The centre-
left winger out of the U of New Hampshire
came very close this time around. To wit: In
early July he was signed to a one-year pact
with Toronto. He lasted in the Maple Leafs’
camp until Sept. 29 when he was shipped out
to Toronto’s AHL affiliate. Trevor was then
recalled and played with the NHL club on
Oct. 7th but then returned to the Marlies. The
6’ 1”, 195 lb. forward has spent most of his
career in the AHL. Last season with
WB/Scranton (Penguins farm club) Trevor
produced 23 goals and added 31 helpers in
75 games. Hopefully Smith, who has played
25 games at the NHL level (3G, 3A), won’t be
labelled a career minor leaguer because he
played 421 in the AHL, scoring 141 goals and
setting up 174 more.

Watch for 22-year-old ETHAN WEREK, who
was a one-time junior star with Kingston
Frontenacs of the OHL. The 6’ 1” and 200 lb.
centre was drafted in 2009 by the NYR in the
second round (47th overall)  and is now the
property of the Phoenix Coyotes, who signed
him to a three-year entry level pact in 2011.
The Markham, Ontario forward’s problem
might be that the Coyotes’ roster is already
loaded with six other centres vying for ice
time. At present, he is with the Portland
Pirates (AHL). Last year there in 67 games he
had 11 goals and 14 assists. 

A few more hockey nuggets to be included
in next issue’s POST PATTER. You might want
to send a note  yourself regarding minor or
pro players out there.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
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Book Now
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Forward MIKE BROWN of the
Edmonton Oilers.

San Jose Shark's defence-
man JASON DEMERS.



A vision for Jewish advocacy
At any given JCC, synagogue, or Shabbat

dinner, one is bound to encounter a dis-
cussion about how best to support Israel,
advance Jewish social values, or engage in
Canadian politics. But how often do we
ask ourselves: What is the purpose and
who is the target of Jewish advocacy
efforts? 

These questions were the subject of a
recent Canadian Jewish News column by Shimon Fogel, CEO of the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA), which included the fol-
lowing observation: 

“True advocacy is about extending influence and winning support
among those not already committed. Effective advocacy is about
successful outreach to new sources of support, not providing emo-
tional reassurance to those already persuaded of the righteousness
of our cause.” 

In many ways, I am living proof of the validity of Shimon’s mes-
sage In 2007, while working for an MP in Ottawa, I was invited to
join a mission to Israel of non-Jewish parliamentary staffers from all
parties. Hosted by the Canada-Israel Committee (CIC), that mission
changed my life.  

In the years since, I have converted to Judaism, married a nice
Jewish girl (who was herself a CIC parliamentary intern), and start-
ed a young but growing Jewish family. I also made a major career
change: I now work for CIJA (of which CIC is a predecessor organi-
zation). While I was once part of the target audience of advocacy
efforts, I am now among those who help our community connect
with the non-Jewish world. 

Simply put, none of these extraordinary, life-changing choices
would have come about were it not for the smart, strategic advoca-
cy described by Shimon. I wasn’t introduced to Israel by a catchy
slogan, an aggressive pitch, or a complex historical argument. I was
introduced to Israel by those who took the time to develop a rela-
tionship with me and present Israelis not as abstractions but as real
people – neither perfect nor dissimilar to Canadians. I was encour-
aged to appreciate Israel for my own reasons as a Canadian, recog-
nizing in it a fellow democracy that shares our values but happens
to dwell in one of the world’s toughest neighbourhoods.  

That I could see the country first-hand, was shown its challenges
from multiple perspectives, and empowered to ask whatever ques-
tions I wanted was icing on the cake. While it’s not feasible to bring
every Canadian to Israel, it is possible to showcase Israel’s many
attributes to our non-Jewish neighbours.  

Like effective marketing, truly strategic advocacy is about discern-
ing what makes an audience tick and connecting that to one’s own
cause. Our target audience consists primarily of non-Jews, particu-
larly those in government, academia, faith communities, and civil
society. We will not win support in these key circles by shouting
louder than our detractors. Nor will we bring clarity to our issues by
throwing complex data at our audience. 

While there is no one-size-fits-all approach to advocacy, there is a
general approach that works, which, in this case, grew out of exten-
sive research and experience. Build the relationship. Make the mes-
sage reasonable, focused, and simple – but not simplistic. Make
Israel relevant to your audience’s interests and values, rather than
emphasizing your own. Find ways to demonstrate the benefits and
solutions Israel has to offer Canadians. 

On this last point, we must remember that, while the vast majori-
ty of Canadians have no interest in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
(and want only to avoid divisive debates on the complexities of the
Middle East), Canadian interest in Israel as a source of innovation,
ideas, and cutting-edge culture is growing. 

While the non-Jewish world may be our primary audience, Jewish
Canadians must be at the forefront of these efforts. Diaspora engage-
ment with Israel is not just a matter of strengthening Jewish identity;
it’s also about building a community of effective advocates. I
encourage readers to contact Shelley Faintuch at sfaintuch@cija.ca
to find out how to benefit from CIJA’s advocacy training programs. 

When it comes to building support for Israel, we don’t have the
luxury of simply doing what feels good. We have an obligation to
do what works. 

Steve McDonald is Associate Director of Communications at the
Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA)
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CIJA / Yiddish

By

STEVE McDONALD

in the Latin. And if you’re game to
give it a try, I’m just going to give you
one piece of advice…don’t stop
every time you see a word you don’t

know. Go a little farther and see if you can’t work it out backwards
from context. It’s really not so hard, and almost as much fun as
doing a cryptoquote or a crossword puzzle.)

Consorting With A Christian
“Asõ wie die isha (woman) Basiah Bas Reb Yitzkhok-Eisik” - wert

derzählt in pinkas, auf der zweiter seit vun’m blat 137 - (here Litvin
identifies the page number from which he is quoting) “hât getân a
maysseh nevoleh (an abomination): sie is gefâhren MK”K (?)
Novogrodok mit an orel (an uncircumsied one), yemakh shemo
(may his name be obliterated), ohn a shomer (guardian); a khutz
dem (what’s more), hât sie begangen noch a sünd: hât auf-geöffent
ihr bréiten maul (opened her big mouth – ed. note: I’m giving you
that one ;^) un gesüdelt die führer vun kohol (community) auf an
asiphah (meeting) in kohol-stübel; is vun uns, die unter-
geschriebene führer vun kohol, araus der psak (verdict), as die isha
Basiah soll sein in grõssen kherem (excommunication): m’soll ihr
nischt rufen auf kéin sach, auch, die böse shoh (hour) soll nischt
sein, zu mis-eyssok sein (take part in) sich a meyss mitzvah (prepa-
ration of a corpse for burial), un kéiner soll sich nischt derwägen mit
ihr zu handlen, bis sie wet nischt über-beten die führer vun kohol
un wet nischt nehmen auf sich mehr nischt zu tuen asa verbrach.”

“Unter-geschrieben: shabas-zu-nacht, dem 6-ten Tamuz TK”M
(1780)”

(Vier unter-schriften vun die kohols-leut)
Weiter a bissel zu-geschrieben etliche shuros (lines): “B’asher

(whereas) die eyshes HN”L (ha-nizkor l’maaleh, “the aforemen-
tioned”) hât mesaken gewe’en (redressed) ihr fehler un hât auf sich
genummen, sie soll asõnes mehr nischt tuen, derüber hâben mir, die
aluphei ha-kohol (leaders of the community), beschlossen, as der
kherem soll sein botul (nullified) k’kheres ha-nishbar, wie a
zebrochen töppel.” (Note: the expression is a play on words: the
Hebrew kheres, a clay pot, is almost indistinguishable in printed
form from the word kherem.)

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.



Pew survey of U.S. Jews: soaring intermarriage, assimilation rates 
By URIEL HEILMAN 

NEW YORK (JTA) – There are a lot more Jews in
America than you may have thought – an estimated 6.8
million, according to a new study. But a growing pro-
portion of them are unlikely to raise their children Jewish
or connect with Jewish institutions. 

The proportion of Jews who say they have no religion
and are Jewish only on the basis of ancestry, ethnicity or
culture is growing rapidly, and two-thirds of them are not
raising their children Jewish at all. 

Overall, the intermarriage rate is at 58 percent, up from
43 percent in 1990 and 17 percent in 1970. Among non-
Orthodox Jews, the intermarriage rate is 71 percent. 

The data on Jewish engagement come from the Pew
Research Center Survey of U.S. Jews, a telephone survey
of 3,475 Jews nationwide conducted between February
and June and released on October 1st.

The population estimate, released September 30th,
comes from a synthesis of existing survey data conduct-
ed by the Steinhardt Social Research Institute and the
Cohen Center for Modern Jewish Studies at Brandeis
University. 

While the Steinhardt/Cohen study, called “American Jewish Population
Estimates: 2012,”is likely to be a matter of some debate by demographers
and social scientists, it is the Pew study that offers an in-depth portrait that
may influence Jewish policymaking for years to come. 

Among the more notable findings of the Pew survey: 
* Overall, 22 percent of U.S. Jews describe themselves as having no

religion, and the survey finds they are much less connected to Jewish
organizations and much less likely to be raising their children Jewish.
Broken down by age, 32 percent of Jews born after 1980 – the so-called
millennial generation – identify as Jews of no religion, compared to 19
percent of baby boomers and just 7 percent of Jews born before 1927. 

* Emotional attachment to Israel has held steady over the last decade,
with 69 percent of respondents saying they feel attached or very attached
to Israel. Forty-three percent of respondents said they had been to Israel. 

* Far more respondents said having a good sense of humor was essen-
tial to their Jewish identity than observing Jewish law – 42 percent com-
pared to 19 percent. 

* Approximately one-quarter of Jews said religion is very important in
their lives, compared to 56 percent among Americans generally. 

* Less than one-third of American Jews say they belong to a synagogue.
Twenty-three percent of U.S. Jews say they attend synagogue at least
once or twice a month, compared with 62 percent of U.S. Christians. 

The Pew study is the first comprehensive national survey of American
Jews in more than a decade. The last one, the 2000-01 National Jewish
Population Survey (NJPS), was conducted by the umbrella organization
of North American Jewish federations and counted 5.2 million Jews,
including children. But critics said that study’s methodology was flawed
and undercounted American Jews. 

Both the Pew survey and the Steinhardt/Brandeis study put the number
of U.S. Jewish adults at about 5.3 million, including Jews who do not
identify as Jewish by religion. The Steinhardt/Brandeis study counted an
additional 1.6 million Jewish children for a total of 6.8 million Jews in
America. The Pew study counted 1.3 million Jewish children. 

Overall, Jews make up about 2.2 per-
cent of Americans, according to Pew. By
comparison, 6.06 million Jews live in
Israel, according to Israel’s Central
Bureau of Statistics. 

Because of the differences in method-
ologies between the new surveys and the
NJPS, the increased number of U.S. Jews
likely overstates any actual growth. 

Leonard Saxe, one of the authors of the
Steinhardt/Brandeis study, told JTA there
has been some growth during the last
decade, but he could not put a number
on it. Saxe attributed the growth to the
immigration of Russian-speaking Jews,
programs to bolster Jewish identity and
shifts in attitude that have enabled many
children of interfaith marriages to be
raised with a Jewish identity. 

The Pew study found that about 10 per-
cent of American Jews are former Soviet

Jews or their children. 
About 65 percent of American Jews live in just six states, according

to the Steinhardt/Cohen estimates: New York (20 percent), California
(14 percent), Florida (12 percent), New Jersey (8 percent),
Massachusetts (5 percent) and Pennsylvania (5 percent). The other four
states in the top 10 – Illinois, Maryland, Texas and Ohio – add anoth-
er 15 percent. The three most Jewish metropolitan areas are New York,
South Florida and Los Angeles. 

Among Jewish denominations, the Reform movement remains the
largest: 35 percent of respondents identified as Reform, according to
the Pew study. The second-largest group is Jews of no denomination
(30 percent), followed by Conservative (18 percent) and Orthodox (10
percent). 

As with other studies, the Pew study found that the Orthodox share
of the American Jewish population is likely to grow because Orthodox
Jews tend to be younger and have larger families than Jews generally.
In addition, while past surveys showed about half of respondents raised
as Orthodox were no longer Orthodox, the Orthodox retention rate
appears to be improving, with just a 17 percent falloff among 18- to 29-
year-olds. 

Most denominational switching among American Jews, however,
remains in the direction of less traditional Judaism. 

In the Pew survey, 90 percent of those who identified as Jews by reli-
gion and are raising children said they are raising them Jewish. By
comparison, less than one-third of those who identified themselves as
Jews of no religion are raising their kids as Jewish. 

Among inmarried Jews, 96 percent are raising their children as Jews
by religion (as opposed to ethnicity), compared to 45 percent among
intermarried Jews. 

On Jewish observance, some 70 percent of respondents to the Pew
survey said they participated in a Passover seder in 2012 and 53 per-
cent said they fasted for all or part of Yom Kippur that year. The num-
bers represent declines from the 2000-01 NJPS, which found seder
participation rates at 78 percent and Yom Kippur fasting at 60 percent. 

The new Pew survey found that about 23 percent of U.S.
Jews say they always or usually light Sabbath candles, and
about 22 percent reported keeping kosher at home. 

While most of those surveyed by Pew said they felt a strong
connection to Israel, and 23 percent reported having visited
the Jewish state more than once, the respondents expressed
significant reservations about the current Israeli government’s
policies vis-a-vis the Palestinians. 

Forty-four percent said West Bank settlement construction
hurts Israel’s security interests, and only 17 percent said con-
tinued settlement construction is helpful to Israeli security.
Thirty-eight percent of respondents said the Israeli government
is making a sincere peace effort with the Palestinians. 

The Pew survey also asked respondents about what it means
to be Jewish, offering several options. The most popular ele-
ment was remembering the Holocaust at 73 percent, followed by
leading an ethical life at 69 percent. 

Fifty-six percent cited working for justice and equality; 43
percent said caring about Israel; 42 percent said having a good
sense of humor; and 19 percent said observing Jewish law. 

Sixty-two percent of respondents said being Jewish is pri-
marily a matter of ancestry and culture; 15 percent said it was
mainly a matter of religion. Most Jews said it is not necessary
to believe in God to be Jewish. In the survey, 60 percent said
a person cannot be Jewish and believe that Jesus is the messi-
ah. 
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 Palliative Care 
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Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

Source: Pew Research Center 2013 Survey
of U.S. Jews, Feb. 20-June 13, 2013. Based
on current, intact marriages.



Beginning Tuesday, October 29, the Jewish
Learning Institute will be offering a six-part
series titled “Life in the Balance”, which  will
explore some of the most proufound medical
ethical issues of the 21st century.

Like all JLI programs, “Life in the Balance” is
designed to appeal to people at all levels of
Jewish knowledge, including those without
any prior experience or background in Jewish
learning. 

The Jewish Learning Institute (JLI), the adult education arm of
Chabad-Lubavitch and a partner agency of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, was created in 2008 to address the growing need for in-
depth Jewish knowledge. JLI aims at changing the way people feel
about being Jewish through learning and discovery. 

As the pre-eminent provider of adult Jewish learning in Winnipeg,
JLI’s mission is to make the wisdom of Jewish learning accessible to
everyone. “The Jewish Learning Institute allows you to explore basic
Jewish ideas, to share critical analysis and interactive discussion with
exciting instructors and classmates,” says  David Chochinov, chairman
of the local JLI committee. 

Here is a preview of our first class, October 29:
Cancer Gene: Winnipeg Community 

Seeks Jewish Answers to a Jewish Problem
The risk of carrying a BRCA gene mutation

that causes breast and ovarian cancer is ten
times greater among women of Ashkenazi
Jewish descent than among the general popu-
lation. With growing concern over what pre-
ventive measures Jewish women should take,
the Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) in Winnipeg
is organizing a community awareness work-
shop on how Jewish law views this modern
day medical dilemma.

The class, being held at the Jewish Learning
Centre on Tuesday, October 29 at 7:30 pm,
will explore the biblical requirement to safe-
guard one’s health, and whether it obligates
Jews of Ashkenazi descent to test for BRCA-1
and BRCA-2 gene mutations. Even more
importantly, it will discuss whether Jewish
law recommends women to undergo radical
mastectomies or oophorectomies in case
they do test positive, in order to save their lives.

The session will be opened by Dr. Bernie Chodirker, Medical
Geneticist and Professor in the Department of Biochemistry and
Medical Genetics at the Health Sciences Centre (HSC) hospital, fol-
lowed by course instructor Rabbi Shmuly Altein of Chabad-Lubavitch.

Entitled “An Ounce of Prevention: BRCA,
Genetic Testing, and Preventive Measures,” the
class is being offered by JLI in 362 communities
in honour of National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month. It is the first class of a new six-week
course, titled Life in the Balance, about the
Jewish perspective on everyday medical dilem-
mas. The course is accredited for Continuing
Medical and Legal Education, and can help med-

ical professionals develop a greater sensitivity to the concerns and
decisions facing some of their Jewish patients.

One in forty women of Ashkenazi Jewish descent carry a BRCA gene
mutation compared to about one in four hundred in the general pop-
ulation. If a woman carries the mutation, there is a 50 to 80 percent
risk she will develop breast cancer, starting as early as her twenties,
and a 20 to 40 percent risk she will develop ovarian cancer as early
as her thirties. Although the risk is much lower for ovarian cancer it is
much deadlier, since blood tests and ultrasound exams rarely diag-
nose the cancer until it has already reached stage three or four, and is
then difficult to treat.

Dr. Wendy Rubinstein, director of the National Institute of Health’s
genetic testing registry, calculated that testing all women of Ashkenazi
Jewish descent would save 2,800 lives a year and be extremely cost-
effective despite the relatively high cost of testing.

“Statistics like these are leaving women in the Jewish community
with some tough decisions to make,” said JLI Rabbi Shmuly Altein.
“Some are reluctant to get tested, worried about the medical and
financial repercussions, and the prospect of facing radical surgeries
that could affect their self-image or ability to have children. Having to
face decisions of such complexity has led many women to avoid
addressing the issue altogether. But with mortality rates so high, this is
hardly a problem the Jewish community can afford to ignore.”

In the JLI class students will be presented with different voices from
the medical community as well as the perspective of Jewish law, so
they can be prepared to make an informed decision in consultation
with their physician and geneticist.

“Some 1,500 years ago when rabbinic scholars wrote the Talmud,
they didn't have questions about screening for cancer genes like we
have today,” said Rabbi Shmuly Altein. “However, there are guiding
principles found in the Talmud that can help us determine how to
respond to these very perplexing and life-altering medical quandaries.
One of the Talmud’s most important lessons that must guide our
response is that saving one life is like saving an entire world.”

Some of the other course topics will include: end of life dilemma;,
autopsy and medical dissection; complications in pregnancy; should
the sale of organs be legal?; and the ethics of uterine transplants.
Each lesson will include a special presentation by a medical profes-
sional and expert in the field.
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JLI news
DNR?  CPR? Is there a right or wrong answer? JLI presents “Life in the Balance”

Jewish Perspectives on Everyday Medical Dilemmas

Dr. BERNIE
CHODIRKER, MD
Prof. of Genetics,

University of
Manitoba

Call 204-339-8737 or visit www.ChabadWinnipeg.org/JLI 
for registration and other course-related information.

Join us for an unforgettable and worry-free Shabbat Weekend
Retreat at the newly restored Lakeview Hecla Resort. Relax
with family, meet new friends and experience a spirited and
uplifting weekend. Together we will learn, grow, forge new
friendships and create wonderful memories that will last a life-
time. 

Register online at: http://chabadwinnipeg.wix.com/retreat
or by phoning 204-339-8737

Registration cost: 
Adult (18+) $75

Teen (13-18) $30
Child (3-13) $20

Infant (0-3) FREE

Guest speaker:  Rabbi Mendel Duchman
A nationally acclaimed business coach and motivational
speaker, Rabbi Duchman has the rare opportunity to be simul-
taneously involved in two influential worlds -- the world of com-
merce and finance, and the world of spiritual inspiration and
Jewish outreach. 

Note: Accommodations must be booked directly with the hotel
by calling the Lakeview Central Reservations line at 1-877-
355-3500 and mentioning the SHABBATON GROUP. A spe-
cial rate of $90 per night has been arranged for all room con-
figurations, as well as late check-out on Sunday and rollaway
beds if needed -- at no additional cost.

Thereʼs still time to register for our SHABBAT WEEKEND RETREAT
from October 18, beginning at 5 pm thru Sunday, October 20

a magical weekend of spiritual rejuvenation, inspiration and community!
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

OCTOBER 16

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

OCTOBER 23

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID BAKER
who passed away
October 17, 2002

12 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Gerry, son Les, son-in-law
Jack,  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

JOSEPH

BERGMAN
who passed away
November 2, 2009

15 Days in Chesvan
There will never be another
one to replace you in our hearts.
— Your loving wife Dorothy,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN

CRAMER
who passed away
October 20, 1975

15 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
terribly missed by his  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear mother

MINNIE GREEN
who passed away
November 4, 1971

16 days in Cheshvan, 5732
Every day in every way,
Memories of you come our way.
Though still absent, you are
always near,
Still loved, still missed and very
dear.
— Always in our hearts, your
children.

In loving memory of

MELVIN

MANISHEN
who passed away

November 10, 2006
19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

PFEFFER
who passed away

November 10, 1962
13 Days in Cheshvan

You are not forgotten
Nor ever will be
As long as life and memory last
We will miss and remember
thee.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYDNEY

SARBIT
who passed away
November 9, 2003

14 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren,
relatives and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER

SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PEARL SLONIM
who passed away
Occtober 12, 2012

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by her husband
Sidney, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH

TENENBEIN
who passed away

November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

ALLAN

BOGOCH
who passed away
November 9, 2004

25 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-first candle in your
beautiful memory.

In Memoriam In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN

GLOBERMAN
who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY

MLYNARSKI
who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

November 19, 2000
21 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.



We are seniors
Chapter no. 49

For those seniors
born in the 1920s and
growing up in the 30s
this will be a walk
down memory lane. I
was born, during the
Roaring 20s, and
reached puberty dur-
ing the Dirty 30s. I

remember Bob Hope’s quip “I was born without
money, and I still have most of it!” 

Most people of a certain age remember the
Great Stock Market Crash of 1929. But how
many remember that it wasn’t felt in Canada
until 1933! Nobody had any money. I was the
youngest of five children (the “mehzinick”), and
I can’t recall wearing new clothes - they were
all hand-me-downs. If you wanted a bicycle or
a pair of roller skates, you went to Louie’s
Second Hand Shop on Atlantic Avenue, just east
of Main Street, around the corner from Pollock’s
Hardware where you could still buy new stuff -
if you had the money!

You may recall the article in this series, about
a Jewish boys’ hockey team. What do you think
we wore for equipment? It was used magazines
for shin pads! You bought a pair of second hand
skates at Louie’s and were lucky if you could
find one in fair condition in your size. If you
couldn’t, you could always fill the void with cot-
ton batten to make it fit! You could wear fleece
lined aviator caps, to keep your head warm, if
you could find one at a price you could afford.
New hockey sticks were 25 cents a piece, and
you would have to apply electrician’s tape on
the blade, so it would stick together if the blade
split while you were playing! I won’t mention
what we used for hockey pucks!

I have noticed that today’s kids are busy walk-
ing and talking with their latest I-Phones. We
made our own entertainment with whatever

materials were at hand. Of course we had the
usual lemonade stands to raise money for char-
ity, and we could build little circuses in our own
backyards. For example, a used egg crate could
form a penny pitch with numbers in the slots
(Of course there were a lot of zeros - after all it
was for charity, right?) We had a lot of fun! No
one was bored, and the days never lasted long
enough!

We didn’t have television, but we had radio.
There were so many interesting program, you
could listen to if you had finished your home-
work. Remember “Hi Ho Silver” and the creak-
ing door that introduced “The Phantom.” When
television arrived, we watched the “Ed Sullivan
Show” every Sunday night. If your TV had “rab-
bit ears” on top you would have to adjust them
to get a clear picture instead of snow.
Remember his introduction, “Tonight we have a
really good shew”, with his hands clasped firm-
ly behind his back!

The boys wore breeches with buttons for your
fly. If you had to go while you were out during
the winter, that was a real challenge! Nobody
we knew left to spend the winters in a summer
climate! Winters were fun! There was a tobog-
gan slide on the bank of the Red River at the
foot of Inkster Boulevard. And another one at
Polo Park, before it became a shopping mall. If
you were at the front of the toboggan you would
be covered with snow, and if you were at the
back, chances are you would slide off when
everyone leaned back!

How about a few chuckles for our golfers:
“They call it golf, because, all the other four

letter words are taken.” - Raymond Floyd.
“If you think it’s hard meeting new people, try

picking up the wrong golf ball ”- Jack Lemmon
“Golf and sex are the only things you can

enjoy, without being really good at them.” -
Jimmy Demaret
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

KANOVSKY
who passed away

November 11, 1990
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

HELENE

KROLIK
who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA

SCHEIMAN
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REUBEN

SENENSKY
who passed away

November 18, 2011
21 days in Chesvan

—Lovingly remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS

(Waldman)

SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER

KENNETH

MORRIS
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Cheshvan

Like falling leaves the years go
by but memories of you will
never die.
My one and only love
In my heart always and forever
— Kerry.

By

HARRY WARREN

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, October 18: Candle Lighting:6:13 Mincha: 6:15

Schacharis:9:00 Mincha:6:10 Shabbat ends:7:09
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Weekday morning services: 8:00
Mincha/maariv service for Oct 20-24: 6:00
Friday, Oct 25 Candle Lighting:6:00 Mincha:6:00

Schacharis:9:30 Mincha:6:00 Shabbat ends:6:56
Evening minyans Oct 27-31: 5:50

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford
and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an
informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or
is saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Oct. 18 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 8:12 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 19 - Vayera - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:08 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 20 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 21-Thursday, Oct. 24 - morning service

7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Oct. 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening ser-

vice 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 5:59 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 26 - Haye Sarah - morning service 9:00

a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 6:55 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 27 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 28-Thursday, Oct. 31 - morning service

7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711;
www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca

Friday, October 18 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle
Lighting 6:15 PM

Shabbat, October 19 – Parashat Vayera - Morning Service
9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00
PM; Havdallah 7:13 PM

Friday, October 25 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening
Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Kabbalat
Shabbat with Keyboard 6:30 PM; Candle Lighting 6:01 PM

Shabbat, October 26 – Parashat Chayei Sarah - Morning
Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah
7:00 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM;
Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM;
Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our
website or call the synagogue office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is

welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our vibrant community in
River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet
Avenue). 

Parshat - Vayera October 18 - 19 – Kabbalat Shabbat 6:15
pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah, 6:00 pm, Shabbat Ends
7:09 pm.

Parshat – Chayei Sarah – October 25 - 26 - Kabbalat
Shabbat 6:00 pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah, 5:45 pm,
Shabbat Ends 6:57 pm.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating

from the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom
Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting for Friday, Oct. 18 at 6:13 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedar of the Week

- VAYEIRA. Mincha service at 6:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at
7:09 p.m

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:00 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, October 25 at 6:00 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:00 p.m. Saturday Morning
Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - CHAYEI SARAH.
Mincha service at 6:00 p.m. Shabbat ends at 6:56 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 4:45 p.m.
Traditional services are conducted and everyone is invit-

ed to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation,
1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: Friday, October 18 -
7:30pm - Shabbat Service lay led by Linda Freed with
Cantor Len Udow.

Saturday, October 19 - 9:30am - Shabbat morning ser-
vice led by Chavurah of the New Shul. Saturday, October
19 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom. Saturday, October 19 - 7:30pm -
Coffee House Concert featuring Cat Janke, jazz.

Sunday, October 20 - 10-12am - School Open House.
Friday, October 25 - 8:00pm - Friday Night Live Shabbat

Service lay led by Ruth Livingston with Cantor Len Udow
and the FNL band.

Saturday, October 26 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom.
Saturday, October 27 - 7:30pm - Havdallah and Movie

Night featuring “The Apprenticeship of Duddy Kravitz”
with discussion and treats to follow.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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 204.477.7510   •   radyjcc.com  •  123 Doncaster Street

Rady JCC offers Nutrition Counselling. Our registered 
dietitian can help design meal plans for you and your 
family.  Call 204-477-7543 to set up a consultation.

Mark Spencer
Rady JCC Director of Fitness & Health

To Sweeten Or Not To Sweeten?

You Belong Here!

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

Bus.   204-339-6969
Fax.   204-339-2717
Res.   204-334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E P A I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

F & J Ceramic Tile

• Professional Tile
Installation

• Exceptional Service
- Superior Results

• Residential &
Commercial

Ferdinant
Ph. (204) 295-1417

C E R A M I C  T I L E

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
204-453-5178

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post &

News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

Reduce the risk of unauthorized access to 
sensitive information.

$1 per pound shredding

Get 3 months FREE, with a 
12 month mailbox rental.

Safe and Secure Mailbox and  
Shredding Services.

Small Businesses Get More 
From The UPS Store.
Save an EXTRA 10% everday!

Get social with us!
Josh Kass, Store Owner/Franchisee 
Unit #1 – 1596 Regent Ave 
Winnipeg, MB R2C 4H4 
T: 204.661.6900 
F: 204.661.6850 
store401@theupsstore.ca 
www.theupsstore.ca/401
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Report: Dayan asked Golda Meir to prepare nuclear option in ‘73
(JTA) – Moshe Dayan urged Golda Meir to prepare to launch a

nuclear strike during the 1973 Yom Kippur War, according to a former
Israeli official’s longtime aide and confidant. 

Arnon Azaryahu, who was an aide to Israel Galili, a Cabinet minis-
ter during the war, said in an interview that Dayan, the defense min-
ister at the time, suggested that Meir, then the prime minister, order to
begin preparations to enable a nuclear option on Oct. 8, 1973 – the
second day of the war. 

The Yom Kippur War broke out when Syria and Egypt simultaneous-
ly mounted a surprise attack against Israel. 

Dayan, Azaryahu said, told Meir that “since the situation is very bad,
it would be worthwhile, since we don’t have a lot of time and a lot of
options, that we prepare to show the nuclear option.” Meir declined,
Azaryahu said. 

Azaryahu recounted the incident during a filmed interview pub-
lished Thursday for the first time on the website of the Woodrow
Wilson International Center for Scholars. The Wilson center called
Azaryahu a “long-term Israeli government insider.” 

Egyptian and Syrian forces made initial territorial gains in the early
stages of the war of three weeks, but the Israeli army repelled the
advancing Arab troops and penetrated deep into Syrian and Egyptian
territory before an armistice was brokered later in the month. Some
2,000 Israeli troops died in the war. 

The interview with Azaryahu was conducted several years ago by
Avner Cohen, a historian who specializes in Israel’s presumed nuclear
arms program. 
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For more information on Combined Jewish Appeal: Elaine Goldstine • 204.477.7427 • egoldstine@jewishwinnipeg.org • jewishwinnipeg.org

2013 CJA Campaign

75 Years of Service
to Community
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