
By BERNIE BELLAN

T
o be honest, I didn’t know
what the Jewish Federation
event that I was going to be

attending on October 10 was all
about.

Titled “Footprints – Celebrate
the Past – March to the Future”, I wasn’t sure what to
expect. Was it going to be like other Federation events that
have been held in the past, where speakers would try to
drum up support for all the good work the Federation
does? 

But then, why was it going to be held in the
Metropolitan Centre, which for me will always represent
childhood memories from the 1960s seeing some of those
classic Walt Disney movies, such as Mary Poppins or
Swiss Family Robinson (which I saw with Rabbi Norman
Fredman and his family)?

It actually turned out to be quite an imaginative event, with a huge num-
ber of participants. As a matter of fact, by the end of the evening I had to
wonder whether everyone who was there was either part of the production
or else a close friend or relative of someone who was in it? 

Was it meant to whip up support for the Combined Jewish Appeal? I
wondered. If so, it’s a shame that it wasn’t better explained to members of
the community what it was going to be all about, because it turned out to
be highly original in how it played out and I’m sure some people will be
kicking themselves that they didn’t attend.

The evening began with welcoming remarks from Laurel Malkin,
President of the Jewish Federation, and Steve Kroft, Chair of the Combined
Jewish Appeal (for the second consecutive year, he noted). 

During his remarks Kroft said that “this year we’ve decided to try and
compress the (CJA) campaign into 120 days”, which is a shorter time frame
than past campaigns.

“Last year the campaign raised more than $5.8 million,” Kroft observed.

“We’re going to try and replicate
that this year” with a target of $5.75
million.

“The 2018 campaign is off to a
good start,” he added. “It’s ahead of
last year’s pace. We’ve raised $1
million so far. We had the most suc-
cessful Super Sunday ever. And,
we have more people participating
as volunteers and donors than ever
before.”

Kroft also made particular men-
tion of the large number of new-
comers to the community who have
stepped forward, both as volunteers
and donors. “They want to give
back to the community what the

community has done for them,” Kroft said.
Following Kroft’s remarks five different women took turns explaining

what the Jewish Federation means to them. First up was Lindsay Sawyer
Fay, who told about her initial experience as a youth volunteer for the CJA,
followed by participation in March of the Living, and eventually becoming
increasingly involved in the CJA campaign to the point where she’s head-
ed the women’s philanthropy division.

Gail Asper, who needs no introduction as to how much she has given of
herself to the community, having chaired the two most successful CJA
campaigns ever conducted, spoke of her longstanding commitment to giv-
ing back to the community.

“If you’re benefitting from something,” Asper said, “you ought to put up
your fair share of contributing in return. Our community strength comes
from providing for one another.”

Asper noted that this year marks the 20th anniversary of the Asper Jazz
Festival. When her father, the late Izzy Asper, was looking for an organi-
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Jewish Federation holds inspirational event 
celebrating the past, looking forward to the future

Continued on page 3. See “Jewish Federation”.

Toward the end of the Jewish Federation event,
attendees joined a surprise flash mob in dancing
to Hava Nagila around the Met Centre.

Photo courtesy of Manuel F. Sousa Photography

Also inside this issue
University of Manitoba Homecoming 2018

Outgoing U of M Chancellor
Harvey Secter & Sandra Secter

Over 200 alumni of the University of Manitoba and guests attended a
brunch held September 30 in the UMSU University Centre. The brunch
was held in honour of the late Monty & Marilyn Hall.

For more on this story, turn to page 12.

Puzzle Israel showcases Israeli 
cuisine at 7 different venues

University of Manitoba alumni (l-r):
Terry Cherniack, Lou & Ruth Billinkoff

Puzzle Israel chefs (l-r):
Nir Margalith, Dor Aloni, 

Neta Margalith

Guests at a Puzzle Israel
event (l-r): Faith Kaplan,

Debbie Brown, Anne Joudan

In conjunction with the Rady JCC three talented chefs from
Israel introduced Winnipeggers to an ongoing series of Israeli dish-
es over a five-day period, beginning October 4.      More on page 12

Bar Ilan professor reports
on potentially dramatic

breakthrough in fighting
cancer 

Prof. Uri Nir
Story on page 15

3 Jewish candidates in running for 
city council & school boards

Kevin Freedman
seeking  re-elec-

tion in Wpg.
School Division #1

Sheila Billinghurst
seeking re-election in

Pembina Trails 
School Division

Sherri Rollins
seeking election to

city council in 
Ft. Rouge

Story on page 9 

Operation Ezra helps
Yazidis harvest over 600

lbs. of potatoes

Yazidis & other volunteers at
Portage la Prairie farm Oct. 7

More on page 12
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Beth and Stefanie Goldberg, 
Event Co-Chairs

Scenes from the Jewish Federation’s presentation of 
“Footprints: Celebrate the Past - March to the Future”

Wednesday, October 10, at the Metropolitan Entertainment Centre
Read all names under photos left-right.  All photos courtesy of Manuel F. Sousa Photography

Steve Kroft, CJA Campaign
Chair, and Lisa Kroft

Gail Asper and 
Brenlee Carrington-Trepel

Musical entertainment provided by 
A Cappella group “Those Guys”

Carli Rossall
addictions counselor at JCFS
(a Federation partner agency)

Josh Bellan singing “The April
Wind”,  by Vadim Dreyzin

Carrie Shenkarow credits BB
Camp (a Federation partner

agency) with bringing her close
to the Jewish community.

Lindsay Sawyer Fay
a former Young Adult Chair

Elissa Abrams
has been heavily involved 

with PJ Library.

Ben-Gurion Society (BGS) Co-
Chairs Jared & Leanne Akman

and Sarah & David Carr

Elaine Goldstine, Jewish
Federation CEO and Laurel
Malkin, Federation President

This year is the 30th anniver-
sary of March of the Living

Duncan Cox, Harry Nelken, &
John Bleuthner in a sketch about
remembering the Holocaust

Debbie Maslowsky & Megan
McArton in a sketch about the

“Shoebox Brigade”

Evelyn Hecht recounting her
years of volunteering for, then
working for the Jewish
Federation

Josh Malam telling how March
of the Living  helped give him the
courage to come out as gay

Mira Buchwald looking back on
her many years of volunteering

for the CJA

Karla Berbrayer explaining how
Shalom Residences (a Federation
partner agency) has been of
invaluable help to her family

Part of the “flash mob” that
joined in when “Those Guys”
sang  Hava Nagila

Bill Weissmann blowing a shofar
after Hava Nagila and before the
singing of Hatikva

Peter and Karen Leipsic Daniela Jacobsohn and
Marjorie Blankstein

Karla Berbrayer & “Footprints”
director Kayla Gordon

Myron Schultz on clarinet was
among the musical performers.



zation to sponsor the festival,
it was the Rady JCC that
stepped up, Asper noted.

Elissa Abrams, a relative
newcomer to Winnipeg from Ottawa, said that her family has particularly
benefited from the PJ Library program, which is run by the Jewish Federation.
In turn, she explained, she has taken on a major role in that program.

Jessica Cogan, who is president of the JNF Manitoba-Saskatchewan region,
told of how her family came from India. “We didn’t lose any relatives in the
Holocaust”, Cogan said, but when she was 17 she went on March of the
Living, which had a profound impact on her. 

“Last year I went on March of the Living with my daughter” – something,
she added, she will do with her other children when they reach the age of eli-
gibility to participate in that program (also another program under the aus-
pices of the Jewish Federation).

“Over 400 Winnipeg students have made that journey since 1988,” Cogan
added.

Carli Rossall spoke of the support she received from Jewish Child and
Family Service (a beneficiary agency of the Federation) in dealing with her
substance addiction. As a result, she herself has become the first addictions
counselor at JCFS, helping others who are in a similar situation.

“Winnipeg’s Jewish community is the exemplification of the whole being
greater than the sum of its parts,” Rossall observed.

In a light-hearted and sometimes saucy sketch Debbie Maslowsky and
Megan McArton played the parts of two women who decided to take on the
task of contributing to the CJA in the 1970s.

At that time, the character played by Debbie noted, women didn’t have
money of their own; they were given allowances by their husbands. So, when
a group of women decided they were going to start putting away small
amounts to give to the CJA, they would put coins into a shoebox, which even-
tually came to be known as the “Shoebox Bergade.”

“We would put 50 cents a day, maybe 75, or even a dollar into the shoebox.
You’ve got to have a gimmick if you want to get ahead,” Debbie’s character
explained. 

“The group grew from 10 to 100 women; we formed networks,” she added.
By 2006, the Women’s Campaign had reached $1 million – something that

began only with coins being put into shoeboxes.
(By the way, Debbie and Megan’s characters did have a juicy exchange

about going to the hairdresser on Fridays during the 1970s. In their telling the
story, they said that Friday mornings were given over to cooking for Shabbes,
but Saturdays were for sex. “The Jewish Post should leave out that part,”
Debbie’s character suggested. Sorry – that’s like giving a dog a bone. Also,
the last time I heard that story, the version I heard went like this: “Why did
Jewish women have sex only on Thursday nights? Because Friday was hair-
dresser day.” That version makes more sense than Debbie’s character’s.)

Other speakers included Evelyn Hecht, who recalled her years of volun-
teering for the Combined Jewish Appeal, then applying for the position of
Community Relations Director. It was as a result of Evelyn’s determination
that the Jewish community, working in tandem with the Gary Filmon-led
provincial government, began the process of pitching the prospect of moving
to Winnipeg to Argentinean Jews – one of the most successful outreach pro-
grams ever mounted by the Jewish Federation.

Evelyn also added that it was not until she was 57 that she actually went on
March of the Living – a life-changing event, if ever there was one.

Josh Malam explained how, as a young gay man, he found support and
encouragement from within the Jewish community through such programs as
Anakhnu (which is run by the Rady JCC).

Yet, Josh noted, it wasn’t until he went on March of the Living that he found
that he could come out openly as a young gay man. That experience, along
with going on Birthright (also a Federation program), inspired him to come
out, he said.

Other speakers included Mira Buchwald, who described herself as a “pro-
fessional volunteer” – she’s been involved in CJA campaigns so many years,
and Carrie Shenkarow, who said she attended Balmoral Hall as a youth, but
“connected to the Jewish community through her going to BB Camp” (anoth-
er beneficiary agency of the Jewish Federation).

Perhaps the most poignant point of the evening came when Karla Berbrayer,
who is well known as a music impresario, told of her gratitude to the com-
munity for the support she and her husband, Allen Kraut, have received over
the years with their 29-year-old son, Micah, who was born severely autistic.

“From the time he was very young my husband and I knew we would need
to reach out for support,” Karla said. 

Micah, Karla observed, is now living along with two other residents in a
Shalom Homes residence on Oxford Street. This past Yom Kippur Micah
invited the entire family over for a pre-fast meal at the home, something that
he had never before attempted.

“All this has taught me how important it is to give back,” Karla said. “I
could not do what I do if it weren’t for the programs in the community.”

Lest you think the evening was overly serious, let me assure you there was
some terrific entertainment, provided by the marvelous a cappella group
Those Guys, along with a number of other musicians and singers. If you want
to see a video of a flash mob emerging from the audience right toward the end
of the evening, when Those Guys were singing Hava Nagila, go to the video
section of our website, jewishpostandnews.ca.
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Paralympian Noam Gershony to
speak at Shaarey Zedek

Noam Gershony, an Israeli Paralympic gold medalist, was in Canada
when he had received the news of being chosen (1 of 14) to light a
torch at the State of Israel’s 70th Independence Day ceremony. 

He dedicated the torch to Israel Defense Force (IDF) disabled veter-
ans, the Medical teams, the Paralympic sportsmen and to the Triumph
of the spirit on the body. 

Noam, a former combat pilot in the Israeli Air Force, was critically
wounded in the second Lebanon war in an Apache helicopter crash.
His helicopter collided with another helicopter, an event which killed
his co-pilot. Gershony was left with many bone fractures and injuries
in his four limbs and with no memory of what happened on his last
successful mission. 

The rehabilitation process was considered a medical miracle. 

Following his initial rehabilitation, Gershony began visiting the Beit
Halochem facility in Tel Aviv. 

Beit Halochem (“House of Warriors”) is an organization that reha-
bilitates and rebuilds the lives of IDF veterans injured while defending
the Jewish state. 

There he tried playing wheelchair tennis – and soon started showing
real talent for the sport. He became a leading tennis player in Israel’s
national team for the handicapped. 

Among other achievements in the field he won his gold medal in
Quad Singles and shared a bronze in Quad Doubles with Shraga
Weinberg in the 2012 London Paralympic Games. 

In wheelchair tennis he was rated second in the world in the highest
rank of disability. Today Noam Gershony volunteers at “Makom
Acher” a hostel for at-risk youth in Tel Aviv and teaches mathematics
to youth.

This is an opportunity to be inspired by a true modern Israeli Hero as
he shares his incredible journey with us on Wednesday, November 7th
2018, 7 pm at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. 

Jewish Federation
Continued from page 1.



I
n our last issue (October 3) I suggested some-
thing for consideration within our Jewish
community that might have raised the ire of

some readers (which I had no doubt it would):
Change the requirements that the Simkin Centre,
Camp Massad, and B’nai Brith Camp serve only
kosher meals.

What I suggested was that preparation of
kosher meals be consolidated within the Simkin

Centre alone - and that the Simkin Centre be allowed to operate a non-
kosher kitchen as well.

The reason, plain and simple, is that the cost of kosher food has been sky-
rocketing for years - and, based on past performance, can be expected to
continue skyrocketing each year, much more than the cost of non-kosher
foods.

As I expected, I did receive some push-back from some readers who
argued that keeping kosher is intrinsic to Jewish life and that it would be
tantamount to heresy to go along with what I was suggesting.

As well, I was told that there hasn’t’ been any pressure coming from
within those three particular institutions to change their policies toward
kashrut.

But, the fact is that keeping up with the cost of kosher has placed increas-
ing financial burdens on those institutions; for the most part, however, indi-
viduals directly involved with their operation simply don’t want to go pub-
lic with their concerns. Some of them have said to me: “Don’t make
waves” 

Nonetheless, I decided to do some research into just how much increas-
es in  the cost of kosher meat especially has far outsripped the increased
costs of non-kosher meat.

For prices, I looked at meat and chicken prices, both kosher and non-
kosher, on display at the Superstore on Grant, as well as prices in an ad we
ran in May for Carver’s Knife, which sells fresh kosher meat and chicken.

The differences in prices will probably not come as a shock to anyone
who’s used to buying kosher, but for anyone who isn’t they may seem
astonishing.

Lean ground beef was for sale at Superstore for $8.59/kilo (or
$3.90/lb.)

Kosher ground beef (and it didn’t specify that it was lean) sold for
$26.41/kilo (or $12/lb.) That’s 307% more than the cost of non-kosher
ground beef!

(Kosher ground beef, when it was on sale at Carver’s Knife in May, sold
for $20.40/kilo. That’s still 237% more than the cost of non-kosher.)

Whole chickens at Superstore sold for $6.59/kilo
Marvid kosher chickens at Superstore sold for $9.46/kilo
Boneless chicken breasts at Superstore sold for $10.49/kilo
Kosher boneless chicken breasts at Carver’s Knife in May sold for

$18.45/kilo
While the price differential between kosher and non-kosher chicken was

not as large as it was for beef, it was still substantial. Also, I delved back
into our archives to see
for how much kosher
ground beef was selling
18 years ago in
Winnipeg, when a store
known as Tuxedo
Quality Foods was
operating a kosher
butcher shop. The price
back then was $3.99/lb.
At IGA at the same
time, the price for
unkosher lean ground
beef was $1.79/lb.
While tha twas a pretty
hefty price difference,
it was only 224% more
for kosher than kosher
than non-kosher ground
beef .

While the price of
beef has risen since
then, it hasn’t been a
steady rise. I wasn’t
able to find figures for
the Canadian market,
but a comparison of
cattle prices in the
United States shows
about a 60% increase in
the cost of cattle since
2000. (As a matter of
fact the price of beef

was much higher in 2015 than it is now.) 
However, the cost of kosher ground beef in Winnipeg has gone up by

300% since 2000. While the cost of non kosher ground beef has also gone
up by 217%, the differential between the price for kosher and non-kosher
ground beef has grown by a huge amount. Other cuts of beef have shown
an even greater price differential over the past 18 years. 

My suggestion in the Oct. 3 issue was that the Simkin Centre maintain
both a kosher and non-kosher kitchen and provide kosher meals for resi-
dents who wish to keep kosher. I also suggested that the Simkin Centre
could provide kosher meals for Camp Massad and BB Camp - but I was
told by some individuals associated with those camps that there is no pres-
sure coming from within to do that.

I did do a comparison of camp fees though between BB Camp and Camp
Stephens, the YMCA-operated sleep-over camp in Lake of the Woods. The
three-week program at Camp Stephens cost $1640 in 2018; the three-week
program at BB Camp will cost $2625 in 2019.

The four-week program at Camp Stephens cost $2035; the three-week
program at BB Camp will cost $3,525 in 2019.

I realize that there are many other factors aside from the cost of keeping
kosher that go into the fees that BB Camp charges, but there can be no
doubt that having to provide kosher food for everyone - including the many
staff who aren’t even Jewish, adds considerably to the cost of running the
camp.

I also wanted to know whether there are Jewish camps anywhere in
Canada and the United States that aren’t strictly kosher and did find that
camps operated by the Reform Jewish community are not kosher, although
they do maintain a “kosher style” form of adherence. For instance, they do
not serve meat with milk. Families that would like their children to keep
kosher at those camps are asked to send kosher foods along with their chil-
dren.

One might well ask: Just how many people will ask for kosher food if
they are asked whether they would like kosher food?

At the Simkin Centre, as a requirement under the WRHA, 20% of the res-
idents must be non-Jewish, even though the Simkin Centre is still consid-
ered a faith-based personal care home. (That became a requirement when
the WRHA took over the funding of all personal care homes in Winnipeg.)

Why on earth does the centre have to provide kosher meals for those non-
Jewish residents? At the same time, you might wonder whether the Simkin
Centre is given any additional funding in order to serve kosher food. The
answer is it gets a small amount from the WRHA toward that purpose, but
not nearly enough to cover the extra costs of having to maintain a kosher
facility. (See letter from Simkin Centre CEO Irwin Corobow on the oppo-
site page.)

I also spoke with the executive director of a seniors’ home that opened in
Edmonton three years ago known as “Our Parents’ Home.” While that
facility is primarily intended to serve the Jewish community, it is privately
operated and under the control of a not-for profit corporation. There is no
requirement that a minimum number of beds be reserved for non-Jews.
Further, I was told that since not all the beds have been filled as yet, there
is also no pressure to give preference to Jewish residents.

But, I was also told that Our Parents’ Home maintains both  kosher and
non-kosher kitchens. So - in at least one instance of a Jewish nursing home
in Canada, my idea of saving money by not preparing kosher meals for all
residents has been put into implementation. 

As for our two sleep-over camps - I suppose that if keeping kosher is not
considered a problem by anyone directly involved with running those
camps, that’s well and good. But, As someone at the Jewish Federation’s
“Footprints” event on Wednesday, October 10 noted, however, “it sure is
expensive to be Jewish”.

Finally, while keeping kosher may be of great importance to a certain
segment of the Jewish community, it hardly occupies the same significance
that it once did. The survey of American Jews that was published by the
Pew Research Center in 2013, found that “Just 19% of the Jewish adults
surveyed say observing Jewish law (halakha) is essential to what being
Jewish means to them.” (Other factors in determining Jewish identity that
placed much higher in importance included remembering the Holocaust,
leading an ethical/moral life, working for justice/equality, being intellectu-
ally curious, caring about Israel, having a good sense of humour, and being
part of a Jewish community.)

While I realize that I am very often a provocateur in what I write, there
is something to be said for trying to engender a discussion about an issue
which, like so much else within our Jewish community, is only talked about
in private. The problem though, as I realize it, is: Who will have the
courage - other than someone like me, to raise the subject of loosening the
requirements for keeping kosher within the organizations that are directly
affected by the spiralling costs associated with keeping kosher?
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Comment

By MYRON LOVE

A
report on the online publication “Debka” on Wednesday, October
10, suggests that the Trump Administration may be about to offi-
cially recognize another reality related to the Israel/Palestinian situ-

ation which media types, “diplomats”, academics and assorted Israel haters
refuse to see. That would be recognizing that the Hamas-ruled Gaza
enclave and the Palestinian Authority government that reigns over most of
the Arab population in Judea and Samaria (aka the West Bank) are two sep-
arate entities.

The situation is surreal. Hamas seized control of Gaza from Abbas’s
Palestinian Authority in a 2007 near civil war and multiple reconciliation
attempts aimed at restoring the PA to power in Gaza have failed.

Last year, Abbas declared economic war against Gaza, imposing a series
of economic and financial sanctions on the Gaza Strip is an effort to pres-
sure Hamas to relinquish control of Gaza (which is not going to happen). 

The latest twist is the ongoing battle for power between Hamas and the
PA is that the latter is refusing to pay the Israel company that provides elec-
tricity to Gaza for more than around four hours of electricity a day. Hamas,
which rules Gaza (despite PA claims to rule Gaza), would rather use what
funds it has to buy missiles and build tunnels to attack Israel. The
Palestinian president Mahmoud Abbas has refused moves to improve the
electricity supply in Gaza unless there is progress in the PA-Hamas recon-
ciliation talks.

As reported in Elder of Ziyon, “If it could, Israel would provide more
electricity directly to Gaza but it is limited by existing agreements with
Abbas”.

Into the breach has stepped Qatar, one of Hamas’s few backers. The
Arabian oil kingdom has pledged $60 million worth of fuel for Gaza’s only
power plant. A Qatari official told the Reuters news agency that the dona-

tion came, “at the request of donor states in the United Nations, to prevent
an escalation of the existing humanitarian disaster.”

In response, the Palestinian Authority is reportedly threatening to boy-
cott the Israeli gas company that provides diesel fuel to both the West Bank
and Gaza and stop all purchases should said company transfer any fuel to
Gaza. The PA also reportedly has threatened UN employees in Gaza who
were scheduled to transfer the fuel, warning them that they will pay a heavy
price if they show up for work.

PA President Mahmoud Abbas has also reportedly threatened to cut off
funds to Gaza in response to the fuel transfers.

Abbas says that making deals with Hamas amounts to recognizing their
control over Gaza in place of the PA and has sought to block the fuel deliv-
eries.

And how does Hamas respond to this economic war on the part of the
PA? They attack Israel of course. For the past several months, Gazans have
launched incendiary kites and balloons into Israel, sparking fires that have
destroyed forests, burned crops, and killed livestock. Thousands of acres of
land have been burned, causing millions of shekels in damages, according
to Israeli officials. Some balloons have carried improvised explosive
devices.

At least 140 Palestinians have been killed during the protests since late
March, according to AP figures. Hamas has acknowledged that dozens of
the fatalities were its members.

In the meantime, the Qatari fuel has begun to be shipped into Gaza –
with the co-operation of Israel, Egypt and the United Nations (whose envoy
in the region is now persona non grata to the PA leadership) which will buy
the people of Gaza several more hours of electricity per day for at least the
next six months.

Situation in Gaza is “surreal”

LETTERS

Re: Simkin Centre remaining kosher
Hi Bernie,
There has never been a conversation at our Board about changing our

commitment to being a Kosher facility. I have never received any direc-
tion from our Board to explore any different Kosher food options. If you
do intend to do a story about the increasing costs of Kosher food I would
ask that you be very clear that The Centre has no plans at this time to
deviate from our current Kosher commitment.

Almost ten years ago The Centre approached the WRHA for supple-
mental funding related to the costs of being a Kosher health care facili-
ty. The WRHA agreed to provide the Centre with $230,000 to partially
offset the costs of kosher food, certification, and other related supplies.
Unfortunately since then the costs for all food , and especially Kosher
food, have escalated and there have been no additional funds provided to
any personal care homes to offset increasing food costs.

I should point out that our residents pay the same per diems to live here
as those in all other personal care homes. So, our residents are receiving
Kosher food but not required to pay extra. We are fortunate that the
WRHA has supported the Centre in this regard.

Our Simkin Foundation now pays for our Kosher certification and we
have been able to reduce these costs by over 50% in the last year and a
half. Since there is no plan to deviate from our Kosher food commitment
it is up to the Centre to find the extra funds necessary (outside of gov-
ernment) to support the costs of providing Kosher food to our residents.
Either through fundraising and/or through a commitment from the
Community (Federation??) to provide financial support.
Irwin Corobow, 
Chief Executive Officer
The Saul and Claribel Simkin Centre

Prepared to help research veterans’ stories
As Remembrance Day approaches and the 100th Anniversary of the

November 11, 1918 Armistice, I would like to give the Manitoba Jewish
community an opportunity to research and discover their loved ones’ mil-
itary service for Canada.

I’m ex-military, along with my late father, uncles and nephews. I help
families of all backgrounds, Jew or Gentile for free,  to research and find
loved ones’ military service for this country... an important part of fami-
ly history.

The thing is, you never know what you are going to find - good or bad,
and the caveat is: DON’T HOLD ME RESPONSIBLE.

This spring and summer, I did two serious projects. The first was con-
cerning  a World War I veteran and, while it  had a happy ending,  it cer-
tainly had its low points as well.

The second project was not happy at all.  It concerned a World War II
casualty.... and I have not told the family what happened. This has affect-
ed me deeply.

I don’t give up till I find the truth. This young trooper (private) from
Winnipeg was killed in Italy in 1944. He served with an armoured regi-
ment and was killed at the Battle of the Malfa River Crossing.

I was with the Fort Garry Horse (FGH) Armoured Recce Regiment. I
understand armoured tactics fully. What happened to this trooper and two
troops of Sherman tanks and 30 men was not right.

I was so shicked that I talked to my buddies at the FGH and then I
talked in depth to my young friend at the Strathcona Horse (LdSH RC).
The Strathconas were at the battle.

No answers. It’s war and things happen.
But I know what happened and a terrible mistake in judgement and tun-

nel vision by the O.C. (Officer Commanding this squadron) cost all these
young lives. It has also cost me. I take this very personally.

If you and your family are prepared to research and find your family’s
Canadian Military History let me know. I’m in the phone book. I’ll get
you started.

But don’t be surprised at what you find  - good or bad.
Service for Canada is very very important. Jewish blood of Jewish

Canadian soldiers, sailors and airmen has been spilt so we can live here.
Sincerely, Gerald Finkle

Kashrut and Shabbat are basic Jewish values
Hi Bernie
I applaud your bi-weekly Short Takes conversations that raise great

debate issues.. Your comments about Kashrut at Rady and Simkin Centre
and Shabbat openings at Rady skirt the main issue.  Both organizations
are committed to Jewish values, Kedusha, Derech Eretz, etc and Kashrut
and observance of Shabbat are basic Jewish Values that should be prac-
tised and not subject to the rule of the majority. By opening on Shabbat
and not respecting Kashrut at their dinner, the Rady Centre is sending a
message that these values are not vital to their mission of being a Jewish
community centre and contradict what our students are taught in our
Jewish Schools and what our own Federation practises.

Kashrut at Simkin is also an issue of respect for Jewish values, Derech
Eretz and Kedusha for the residents and the funding should not be a con-
sideration. Funding is available from both private and government
sources 
Sid Halpern

Thank you for supporting the WAVE
I want to thank the Jewish Post & News for your amazing support for

the Interlake WAVE Artists’ Studio Tour. Your staff could not be more
enthusiastic and supportive of the WAVE. We would like to acknowledge
the “extra” work you have been spending on supporting the WAVE artists
who advertise in your paper. Each year you gift us with little extras that
are noticed and appreciated. 

Thank you again for your ongoing support and looking forward to
working together next year. 
Rosemary Miguez, Chair - Marketing Committee
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T
om Frohlinger
takes pride in
his multiple

identities – Canad-
ian, Jewish and Hun-
garian.

Over the past 14
years, the
H u n g a r i a n - b o r n
partner in the law

firm Pullan Kammerloch Frohlinger Lawyers
has been voluntarily serving as Hungary’s
honorary consul in Winnipeg. He exercises
his diplomatic role on a part time basis out of
an office in his downtown law firm, which
has the Hungarian crest embossed in the win-
dow and has framed paintings on the walls
with Hungarian scenes – touches which are
bound to make any Hungarian Winnipegger
coming by feel right at home.

“It is gratifying to me to be able to give back to my community,” he says.
“The Hungarian community seems to value my efforts. People see me as
an elder statesman.”

He estimates that there are about 15,000 Winnipeggers who have
Hungarian roots – including a small number of Jewish Winnipeggers. He
reports that Hungarians came to Winnipeg mainly in three waves – some of
whom arrived in the aftermath of World War II, others who left Hungary
after the failed Hungarian Revolution in 1956 - that was the time when 12-
year-old Frohlinger came to Montreal with his widowed mother, Martha
(who later married Louis Frohlinger and relocated to Winnipeg) – and fol-
lowing the equally unsuccessful Czech Revolution in 1968.

“We are still getting Hungarians trickling in occasionally to join family
already here or for work opportunities,” he notes. “Hungarian workers are
generally well-educated and very industrious.” The honorary consuls, he
explains, provide services and advice to Hungarians in Winnipeg or busi-
ness people who are interested in doing business in Hungary. “I am the
diplomatic liaison person in Manitoba,” he says. “I see perhaps as many as
a dozen people some weeks and in other weeks, have no requests.

“I also interface with other foreign consuls here. I report to the Hungarian
Consul General in Toronto.”

He reports that he gets back to Hungary every three years or so. He notes
that, despite what you may read or hear in the media about Hungary’s right-
wing government and growing antisemitism, Hungary’s Jewish communi-
ty (of as many as 48,000 according to Wikpedia) is thriving.

“In Budapest, for example, there are a number of Jewish schools, kosher

restaurants and several Holocaust museums
and the government is putting funding into
restoring the old Jewish Quarter and some of
the major synagogues,” he reports. 

“There is a long record of Jewish life in
Hungary. And, while there have been ups and
downs for Hungarian Jews over the centuries
– and in the last century, in particular - the
current government has enacted laws against
antisemitism and takes the issue seriously.

“Hungary is focusing on learning from the
past and building on those lessons to build a
better society.”

Tom Frohlinger has followed a winding
road to his present stage in career and life.
His first career was as an exploration geolo-
gist (having earned his degrees at McGill and
the University of Manitoba). For 14 years, he
spent a lot of time working in Canada’s north
(where he was able to also indulge in his love

of fishing).
In 1978, he decided to go in a different direction.
“I had long wanted to have a senior management position in the mining

industry,” he recalls. “I realized though that I lacked the skill set I would
need for senior management. I would need either an MBA or a law degree
in addition to my degrees in science.”

So he wrote the LSAT and was accepted into law school. He was fortu-
nate, he says, to be taken on as an articling student by the legendary firm
of Buchwald Asper Henteleff. 

“I had a lot of great mentors there,” he says of Buchwald Asper Henteleff
(where he practiced law for 19 years -  through a couple of mergers), cit-
ing such towering figures as the late Harold Buchwald, Yude Henteleff and
then managing partner Richard Shead.

In 1999, then in his mid-50s and with more changes coming to the firm,
he decided to semi-retire. “I thought that I would take it easier,” he says. “I
figured I would maybe join a smaller firm. It made sense to me to go into
partnership with Gordon Pullan (Frohlinger’s father-in-law, who was pro-
filed in the Post earlier this year) and his partners.

“It turns out I am busier than ever. We currently have two offices in
Winnipeg and have branched out into rural Manitoba, having acquired
practices in Selkirk, Morden and Winkler. And, next spring, we are moving
to a new head office at 444 St. Mary.

“I may be in my so-called golden years, but I am not planning on retiring
any time soon. I am enjoying what I do and hope to continue for years to
come.”

Hungarian born Tom Frohlinger provides a little piece 
of Hungary in downtown Winnipeg

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

TOM FROHLINGER with painted scene from 
rural Hungary in background

New Quebec government plans to ban public servants
from wearing kippahs

MONTREAL (JTA) – Quebec’s incoming government wants to ban
some public servants from wearing religious symbols to work, spurring
concerns from Jewish groups.

The proposed ban by the Coalition Avenir Québec government is osten-
sibly to make Quebec public institutions more secular and “neutral” reli-
giously. It would bar police, prison guards, public school teachers and
some others from wearing visible kippahs, turbans, hijabs and crucifixes
under the possible penalty of dismissal for noncompliance.

Critics say the plan contravenes Canadian human rights charters and is
pandering to intolerant populist sentiment being increasingly exploited in
other countries. They also say the plan is hypocritical since the new gov-
ernment, which officially assumes power on Oct. 18, is refusing for “her-
itage” reasons to take down a large crucifix hanging in the Quebec legis-
lature since 1936.

Most native Quebecers are lapsed Roman Catholics.
“The banning of religious symbols and the possible firing of public

employees who freely express their religious beliefs is an assault on the
fundamental rights and freedoms,” Murray Levine of B’nai Brith Canada
said.

Rabbi Reuben Poupko of the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs said:
“[We] reiterate our long-held position that religious neutrality should be
imposed on public institutions, not individuals.”

The proposed ban was an election campaign promise of the Coalition, a
center-right populist party led by businessman François Legault, now the
premier-elect. Legault and his party won 75 out of 125 seats in the Oct. 1
election and gave the new government the power to pass laws without
concern about being ousted in a vote of no-confidence.

The Coalition’s election also relegated the Liberal Party to the opposi-
tion ranks after nearly 15 consecutive years in power.

A similar plan proposed in 2013 by the separatist Parti-Québécois gov-
ernment that would have affected all public employees never came to
fruition.

Jewish day school in Toronto vandalized 
with graffiti supporting Hamas

(JTA) – A Jewish day school in
Toronto was vandalized by graffiti
supporting the Palestinian cause
and the Gaza terrorist group
Hamas.

“Free Palestine,” “Long Live
Palestine” and “Long Life to the
Hamas” were found Tuesday
morning on signs in front of the
Leo Baeck Day School. The van-
dalism occurred the previous
evening, which was observed as
Thanksgiving in Canada.

The head of school, Eric Petersiel, said in a statement that police are
investigating and “have assured us that at this stage there are no safety
issues associated with this incident.”

“We know that our neighbors stand with us against hate, which has
absolutely no place in our neighborhood. We value the positive relation-
ships we’ve forged with our neighbors over the years,” he wrote. “We
must remain vigilant to ensure the perpetrator is brought to justice and we
hope we can count on our community to come forward with any informa-
tion about this incident.”

B’nai Brith Canada was informed of the vandalism by a call to its Anti-
Hate Hotline.

“These despicable acts of vandalism supporting Palestinian terrorism
targeted a Jewish school where Canadian children learn about Torah, the
value of charity and community, and other important values and ethics,”
said Michael Mostyn, CEO of B’nai Brith Canada.

“This affront is a direct example of how anti-Zionism and antisemitism
are often one and the same, and how support for BDS [Boycott,
Divestment and Sanctions] and other anti-Israel movements can directly
lead to instances of cold, calculated anti-Jewish hatred.”

“Free Palestine” is written on this
sign outside the Leo Baeck Day
School in Toronto
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Yiddish food is hard to find today in Israel. Israelis prefer

couscous, spicy Moroccan fish and hummus. The comedian
Tal Friedman sets off in his new show “Israeli Mix” looking
for the new Israeli cuisine. The first episode about Ashkenazi
food sets the tone: Yiddish food is dead when the Sephardi
food won. Even the people who love it admit that it is a per-
sonal perversion. Who will save the dignity of Yiddish culture
and its rich culinary tradition? Who would save the Gefilte
fish?

LANNY REMIS 
SPEAKERS FORUM

luncheon on Thursdays, 11:45 to 1:30
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue 

*****************************************
October, 2018

October 18th – Philipa Caplan – will speak about her
career at Macdonald Youth Services, and the work they do for
children and families in Winnipeg, Thompson, and The Pas.
MYS is the largest and oldest (est.1929) not-for-profit youth
serving agencies, serving 9,500 youth per year, with a staff of
850 workers.

October 25th – Henry Trachtenberg – as well as teaching
at the Universities of Winnipeg, Manitoba, and Brandon, has
been an historian with Manitoba Culture & Heritage for
almost 30 years. His topic “A Jewish Liberal in Winnipeg’s
North End: The Election of Solomon Hart Green, 1910” is an
expanded extract from his PhD thesis on Antisemitism,
Politics, and the Jews of Winnipeg, 1882-1940.

For more information contact Allan Cantor at
allanpc@shaw.ca or 204-942-1766

Cost of luncheon $20.

Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour -
Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM CDT on Radio

Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or
online at ckjs.com

On October 21st, hear Gerry Posner’s interview with Robert
Smithen, former actuary and CFO at Canada Life as well as
thoroughbred horse owner. On the Yiddish segment, Rochelle
Zucker features The Bashevis Singers, a group from
Melbourne Australia. 

On October 28th, Regine Frankel’s special guests will be
Bernie and Fivie Gunn. Their North End bakery has been
serving our community for more than 80 years. Osher Kraut
will host the Yiddish half hour.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast website:
https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/

Former Trump lawyer Michael Cohen is now 
a registered Democrat, report says

NEW YORK (JTA) – Michael
Cohen, the former lawyer to President
Donald Trump who pleaded guilty to
criminal charges, has changed his
party registration back to Democrat,
according to a report.

Cohen made the change from the
Republican Party on Thursday, Axios
reported, citing “a knowledgeable
source.”

Last year, he had changed to Republican when he agreed to
serve as the GOP’s deputy finance chair.

In August, the Jewish attorney pleaded guilty to eight crim-
inal charges, including two election law charges leveled by
the Justice Department. Cohen testified in federal court that
Trump had directed him to pay off two women with whom he
allegedly had extramarital affairs. His assertion that Trump
ordered the payments is seen as creating legal and political
jeopardy for the president.

Trump responded by attacking his former lawyer, tweeting
that “if anyone is looking for a good lawyer, I would strongly
suggest that you don’t retain the services of Michael Cohen!”

Michael Cohen
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Judaic Non-Fiction
Double threat: Canadian Jews, the military, and

World War II, by Ellin Bessner. Explains the role
played by the Canadian Jewish Community during
World War II, particularly the approximately 17,000
individuals who enlisted, representing 10% of the
Jewish population in Canada at the time. Interviews
with surviving veterans, and family of deceased veter-
ans, about their experiences provide a detailed portrait
of the experience. Profiles of military heroes are
included. Call number: Z 971 BES

Einstein and the Rabbi: searching for the soul, by
Naomi Levy. A bestselling author and rabbi’s pro-
foundly affecting exploration of the meaning and pur-
pose of the soul, inspired by the famous correspondence
between Albert Einstein and a grieving rabbi. Call
number: Z 259 LEV

John Lennon and the Jews: a Philosophical
Rampage, by Ze’ev Maghen. This book is Ze’ev
Maghen’s confrontation with Lennon’s vision of one-
worldism and other in vogue beliefs that threaten
Jewish continuity today. Call number: Z 303 MAG

Mossad: the greatest missions of the Israeli Secret
Service, by Michael Bar-Zohar and Nissim Mishal.
Unveils the defining and most dangerous operations,
unknown heroes, and mysterious agents of the world’s
most respected and most enigmatic intelligence ser-
vice. Call number: Z 953.57 BAR

Judaic Fiction
The girl who was born that way: a novella, by Gail

Benick. The Berk family, not exactly an ordinary
Jewish family, is trying to bury its Holocaust past while
starting over in post-war USA. The two oldest girls
grew up in the Lodz Ghetto while the two youngest
came of age in an idyllic American suburb. The story is
told from the perspective of Linda Sue, the youngest.
Can her curiosity bring the family’s dark history into
the open? Will her sisterly love and compassion save
her third sister, whose physical anomalies are a source
of family shame? Call number: Z FIC BEN

The Rembrandt affair, by Daniel Silva. Severing
his ties with the Office to care for his traumatized wife
after a violent showdown with Ivan Kharkov, Gabriel is
reluctantly drawn into a case involving a murdered art
restorer and discovers unsettling links between the
killers and a recently discovered Rembrandt. Call
number: Z FIC SIL

General Fiction
Women talking: a novel, by Miriam Toews. Based

on real events that happened between 2005 and 2009 in
a remote Mennonite community where more than 100
girls and women were drugged unconscious and raped
in the night by what they were told were “ghosts” or
“demons.” This novel is an imagined response to these
real events. Call number: FIC TOE

Community news

New books at the 
Kaufman-Silverberg Library
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By MYRON LOVE

I
t looks like quite a few changes are
coming to Winnipeg City Council
this year, with six current coun-

cilors (out of 15) not seeking re-elec-
tion. Among those who are leaving
are Marty Morantz and Jenny
Gerbasi, the only Jewish current
members of council.

Gerbasi (formerly Jenny Steele))
was the longest serving councillor.
She is retiring after 30 years on coun-
cil. Morantz is stepping down after
just one term – during which he
served as Finance Chair and Chair of
Infrastructure and Public Works – to
make a run for Parliament as the Conservative candidate in the southwest
Winnipeg riding of Charleswood-St.James-Assiniboia-Headingly in next year’s
Federal election.

Over the past 100 years, rarely has there been a group of city councillors (or
aldermen as they were previously known) that did not include at least one Jewish
member. Frst time candidate for council Sherri Rollins is hoping to continue that
tradition, following in the shoes of such respected figures as A.A. Heaps (1917-
25), Morris Gray (1930-1942). David Orlikow (1050-58), Joe Zuken (1961-83),
Larry Fleisher (1980-92), Helen Promislow (1980-89) and Gerbasi herself.

The difference with Rollins is that she is a Jew by choice. As reported in an
article in this paper written by Rebeca Kuropatwa four years ago, Rollins, most
recently the chair of Winnipeg School Division No. 1, was attracted to Judaism
as a teenager through the writings of Martin Buber. She underwent formal con-
version through the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue and has been an active member
of the Rady JCC for some years.

Rollins was first elected to the school board in 2014. She says that her focus as
a city councillor would be on economic development and working to make our
community safer.

“I have had 20 years of experience as a senior policy analyst dealing with
social and economic development,” she says. 

“What I am hearing on the doorstep is that people are concerned about crime
and drug addiction,” she notes. “I would like to see 24-hour drop-in centres for
at-risk communities.”

On the economic front, she says that she would work to improve on the Capital
City plan to boost industry, as well as art and cultural organizations.

“We also need to improve our roads and back lanes and our bus service,” she
adds. 

While Rollins, who is running to replace Jenny Gerbasi in Fort Rouge, would
be the only Jewish City Councilor on the next council, three members of our
community are looking forward to extending their terms as school trustees.

Claudia Sarbit, one of Winnipeg’s longest serving school trustees, already
knows that she will be serving at least one more term as a trustee in the Seven
Oaks School Division. In Ward 3, which she represents, she was one of four
trustees, all of whom were re-elected by acclamation.

Sarbit says that she had considered stepping down after more than 30 years on
the school board but was encouraged by supporters to continue for at least one
more term. “I really enjoyed being a school board member,” she says.
“Supporters were telling me that I made a difference. I began to think that I
would miss being a trustee. I still have a lot of ideas I would like to work on.
There is always room for improvement. I made a last-minute decision to run
again.”

The longtime trustee first ran for office after her older son started school. “He
was in the French Immersion program,” she recalls. “I was involved with the
parent council and there were some issues that I was passionate about. My good
friend Celia Baron urged me to run for trustee.”

Among the issues that she says she will be focusing on are working on a con-
cussion protocol policy for high school athletes in the division and lobbying for
extending the Chief Peguis Trail to connect with Centreport.

As it currently stands, she points out, Seven Oaks School Division taxpayers
pay considerably more per capita in school taxes than other taxpayers due to the
paucity of business and industry within the division. She argues that extending
the roadway would encourage the development of more businesses and indus-
tries in the area due to improved transportation links and also save wear and tear
on the streets in the area. 

Although Shiela (Cookie) Billinghurst (the former Cookie Bass) is just com-
pleting her first term as a school trustee representing Ward 2 in Pembina Trails
School Division,, she has over 40 years of experience as a principal, teacher and
educator.

“Becoming a trustee seemed like a natural progression in my career,” she says.
“Spending my life as an educator, I watched school boards make decisions
which ultimately affected teachers and students.”

Billinghurst is a pioneer in the field of adult education in Manitoba. Sheila
established and ran one of the first computerized language labs in Manitoba. She
also taught students in grades 3 to 12, as well as at Red River College and the
Adult Centre, giving her a broad perspective on the school system. She used her
expertise and wealth of understanding to guide the implementation of 50 com-
munity education programs across Winnipeg. She also worked as a faculty advi-
sor at the University of Manitoba, Faculty of Education where she trained new

teachers in school. 
Billinghurst’s work in the field

earned her the YMCA-YWCA 2014
Woman of Distinction Award for
Education, Training and Mentorship.

“I am passionate about inspiring
personal growth and the development
of lifelong learning, and am proud to
share Pembina Trails’ values of
vision, innovation, enthusiasm and
involvement,” she says. “I am active-
ly working towards achieving these
goals.”

“I enjoy the opportunities to speak
at graduations, meet students and
families and be part of positive

change.”
Billinghurst adds that she appreciates the support that she has “received from

her constituents and looks forward to their continued support."
Kevin Freedman is also completing his first term as a school trustee – he rep-

resents the Winnipeg School Division No. 1’s Ward 5 – and he shares
Billinghurst’s and Sarbit’s passion for education.

According to the University of Winnipeg website – where he teaches in the
department of business and administration - Freedman is a prolific non-profit
director and former executive in non-profit sport and social service organiza-
tions. He holds a master’s degree in non-profit management with a focus on
board governance and strategy.

In his first term as a trustee, he says that he focused on governance – the oper-
ation of the board itself – in an effort to make the operation of the board more
effective. “We still have a ways to go,” he says. “To be effective, we need to get
the right information to make the right decisions.

“We have to be able to see the big picture to better capitalize on our opportu-
nities.”

Freedman is a recipient of the YMCA Peace Medal and the Governor
General’s Caring Canadian award among others and has started various envi-
ronmental and aid projects which have helped and educated tens of thousands
around Manitoba and in Indonesia.

Just a reminder that election day is Wednesday, October 24.

City council losing two Jewish members, potentially gaining one; 
three Jewish school trustees looking forward to extending their terms

Get out and vote!

Vote for Mayor, Councillors and School Trustees,  
and answer the question on the ballot:

“Do you support the opening of Portage and Main to 
pedestrian crossings?”

For more information, visit  
winnipeg.ca/election2018.

Telephone: 311 Email: elections@winnipeg.ca
TTY: 204-986-1311 Website: winnipeg.ca/election2018

ELECTION DAY
OCTOBER 24, 2018

KEVIN
FREEDMAN 

SHERRI 
ROLLINS

SHIELA (COOKIE)
BILLINGHURST
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  Etz Chayim to present concert showcasing
songs of Leonard Cohen

Few poets and songwriters have captivated the world like Leonard
Cohen. His passing in 2016 left a deep chasm in the hearts and souls of
all who grew to love and respect his work. Congregation Etz Chayim is
delighted to host an evening showcasing the music of Leonard Cohen and
paying tribute to his great legacy.

On Saturday, October 20, 2018, at 7:30 pm, Congregation Etz Chayim
will be the venue for a cabaret-style performance of Leonard Cohen’s
music. Under the creative production team of Myron Schultz and Sid
Robinovitch, singers Tracy Kasner Greaves, Len Udow, Jessee Havey,
Nathaniel Good, and Dorit Kosmin, will perform a selection of Leonard
Cohen’s memorable and moving songs.

They will be accompanied by the stellar back-up trio featuring Dan
Roy, Don Benedictson, and Marc Arnould. The evening’s narrator, Bruce
Sarbit, will shed light on Leonard Cohen’s early roots, and the potent
impact his Jewish background had on his music.

As a singer, songwriter, and poet, Leonard Cohen straddled artistic
boundaries. While themes of political and social justice informed his
work, his lyrics were also full of Jewish liturgy and biblical imagery.

Born Eliezer ben Nisan ha’Cohen in Montreal on September 21, 1934,
Leonard Cohen was the grandson of two distinguished Canadian Rabbis.
He was raised in an Orthodox home and synagogue, and until his death
on November 7, 2016, always maintained a connection to his original
synagogue, Montreal’s Congregation Shaar Hashamayim.

While also a practising Buddhist for many years, Leonard Cohen’s
deep connection to Israel and his Jewish heritage dramatically influenced
his beautifully crafted poetry and songs.

Among his many achievements, Leonard Cohen was invested as a
Companion of the Order of Canada, and was inducted into the Canadian
Music Hall of Fame, the Canadian Songwriters’ Hall of Fame, and the
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame.

For those who share an appreciation of Cohen’s music and writing, this
musical evening will be a wonderful opportunity to come together in a
warm and relaxed atmosphere. Food and wine will be available, and
along with the talented singers and musicians, this performance is one
that should not be missed.

Through music, text, and video, Congregation Etz Chayim’s concert
will truly be a special tribute to a man whose music has left such an
indelible mark on our time.

Tickets are $35.00, and are available by calling the synagogue office, at
(204) 589-6305.
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Oct. 20 service to honour 
memory of Cantor Brownstone

On Saturday, October 20 the Talmud Torah
Beth Jacob Synagogue (1525 Main Street) will
be holding a special Shabbat service, to which
the entire community is invited, to honour the
memory of the late, great Cantor Benjamin
Brownstone.

Following are some excerpts from “A
Century of Jewish Musicians and Music in
Winnipeg”, written by Sharon Chisvin, and
published in 2004:

“In 1909 a 21-year-old composer eking out a
living in a small town in Bessarabia sat down
and composed a liturgical melody he called
Beshuv Adonai. Forty-three years later the
Winnipeg Jewish Community Choir, in the
heart of the prairies in Manitoba, Canada, per-
formed Beshuv Adonai for the first time in a
community-wide concert. 

“The choir, which had been revived at the end of World War II, was
then under the direction of a 64-year-old local conductor who was also
employed as a teacher and cantor in more than one of the community’s
schools and shuls. This conductor/teacher/cantor, of course, was also the
composer of Beshuv Adonai. His name was Benjamin Brownstone…

“Benjamin Brownstone worked everywhere – as cantor, choir master,
composer, conductor, music teacher, arranger and scholar. For years he
divied up his time and his talents, running back and forth from the
Talmud Torah Beth Jacob Synagogue to the Ateres Yisrael Shul, from the
Talmud Torah School to the I.L. Peretz Folk School…

“Like many other great chazzanim of the 19th and early 20th centuries,
Benjamin Brownstone was also a gifted composer who created memo-
rable liturgical and secular compositions, many of which have been
anthologized in various collections.”

In notes prepared by Sid Halpern, Sid noted that Cantor Brownstone’s
students can be found as Jewish leaders all over North America.” Some
of those students include: Herschel Fox, Sam Simkin, Gerry Daien, Arky
Berkal, Allan Blye and the late Norman Goltsman.

On October 20, some of Cantor Brownstone’s former students will be
recreating some of his melodies at the Talmud Torah Beth Jacob
Synagogue. Participating will be: Perry Rubenfeld, Al Benarroch,
Marshall Dana, Carey Boroditsky, Allan Finkel, and Jack Boroditsky.

In an April 2016 article in which we wrote about a Musical Legacy con-
cert performed at Temple Shalom in which six former members of Cantor
Brownstone’s choir participated, we noted that every choir member was
given a nickname by Cantor Brownstone. Here are the nicknames of four
of the choir members who will be participating in the October 20 service:
Allan Finkel: “Chai Vekayam”; Carey Boroditsky: “Yemenite”; Perry
Rubenfeld: “Rat #2” (Perry’s older brother, Cary, naturally was “Rat #1”,
Perry explained); and Marshall Dana: “Hey you!”

The service will begin at 9:30 am. Following the service everyone is
invited to stay for the Kiddush, which will be hosted by Esther and Sid
Halpern – Peretz School and Talmud Torah alumni, also close friends
with Cantor Brownstone.

For more information contact Percy Golubchuk at 204-589-3059.

Five former members who participated in a tribute to Cantor
Brownstone in April 2016 held at Temple Shalom. Three of them
will be participating in the Oct. 20 service. In the photo (l-r):MAR-
SHALL DANA, CAREY BORODITSKY, SID HOCHMAN,
ALECS CHOCHINOV, and PERRY RUBENFELD

The Rady JCC Presents
Boomers to Zoomers Event

Sunday, October 21

The Rady Jewish Community Centre is pleased to present the first
annual Boomers to Zoomers Event on Sunday, October 21 from
12:00 – 4:15 p.m.

The Rady JCC has had a long tradition of encouraging good health and
actively promoting wellness.  The Rady JCC is proud to be able to
offer community members and their families the opportunity to gain
knowledge about the resources available to them. We invite all Baby
Boomers and friends to join us for an afternoon of speakers, resource
information tables, entertainment and door prizes for this first-time
opportunity.

We are delighted that CTV News Anchor Gord Leclerc will serve as
emcee for the program, in addition to interviewing some our guest
speakers.

Boomers to Zoomers Highlights

Fitness in Boomers Land
Mark Spencer
Director of Fitness & Health, Rady JCC

Tips for Boomer Travelers 
Lynda Richard / Interviewed by Gord Leclerc 
International Travel, Retired Teacher, Volunteer & Rady Member

Financial Q & A
Blair Worb / Interviewed by Gord Leclerc 
Financial Advisor, Worb Financial Inc.

Don’t Panic, Declutter!
Susan Macaulay
Professional Organizer

There is no admission charge and everyone is encouraged to
attend. For more information please contact Claudia Chernitsky, (204)
477-7459 or ccchernitsky@radyjcc.com.

Cantor BENJAMIN
BROWNSTONE

(photo courtesty of Jewish
Heritage Centre of
Western Canada)
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Chair of the University of
Manitoba Board of Governors
Jeff Lieberman with his wife,
Robyn

In addition to former students of
the U of M, many members of the
late Monty & Marilyn Hall’s fami-
ly were in attendance, including his
brother Robert and daughter
Sharon.

Others in attendance included
former Advance TV & Electronics
owner Arnold Frieman, who was
also a sponsor of the event.

Puzzle Israel at Sherbrook Street Deli Oct. 3

Prominent Winnipeg
restaurateur Noel
Bernier (who owned the
Sherbrook Street Deli
before its recent closing
and is now the owner of
the Salisbury House
chain) was at Puzzle
Israel. Standing beside
Bernier is Meachelle
Bellan.

Puzzle Israel chef Nir Margalith
preparing one of many dishes for
guests at the Sherbrook Street Deli.
One of the dishes served was “mat-
bucha” - a delicious concoction
made with tomato sauce, cherry
tomatoes, paprika, fried onions, let-
tuce & herbs.

Other dishes that night included
hummus; tahini; Rosh Hashana salad
(fennel & apples); pomegranate seeds
with walnuts, carmelized in honey;
chard salad; cabbage seasoned with
thyme, garlic, olive oil, salt & pepper
(roasted for 3 hours); cheese made
from yogurt with lime & vinegar; and
eggplant roasted with red onions.

If you would like to try some exotic
Israeli recipes - or are interested in
finding out about Puzzle Israel tours,
go to the Puzzle Israel website:
www.puzzleisrael.com

Operation Ezra assists
Yazidis with potato harvest

In the picture above Megan Sodomsky
laughs as she holds a potato that looks
like a rabbit. Megan has been an
ardent volunteer with Operation Ezra.
She says it was when she converted
three years ago to marry Matthew
Sodomsky that she began to under-
stand the importance of “tikkun olam”
- a key goal of Operation Ezra.

As a result, Megan persuaded her
father, farmer Roy Tufford, to set aside a
section of his farm, so that Yazidis could
grow and harvest potatoes - which they
did on Sunday, Oct. 7, bringing in over
600 lbs. that will be distributed among
Yazidi families that have all been spon-
sored by Operation Ezra since its incep-
tion three years ago.



Thousands of acres of forest land have been destroyed in
6 months of Gaza arson balloons

JERUSALEM (JTA) – More than 3,000 acres of forest in the
Northern and Western Negev desert have been damaged by arson
attacks from Gaza.

Marking six months since Palestinians in Gaza began sending incen-
diary balloons and kites over the border toward southern Israel, Keren
Kayemeth L’Yisrael-Jewish National Fund reported Wednesday that
some 3,279 acres, a total of 12,270 dunams, of forests have been dam-
aged by fires caused by the attacks. Another 4,000 acres of farmland
also have been destroyed by the fires.

KKL-JNF firefighting teams have been on call around the clock to
quickly detect and
respond to the ongo-
ing fires, the group
said in a statement.

The most damage
has occurred in the
Beeri and Kisufim
forests in the Western
Negev, and forests
near the city of Sderot
and Kibbutz Lahav in
the northern Negev.

On Monday, KKL-
JNF’s board of direc-
tors on Monday allo-
cated 100 million
shekels, or about
$27.5 million, for
special projects to
help the Gaza border
area communities.

Meanwhile, copy-
cats in the West Bank
have begun to send
arson balloons toward
Jerusalem and central
Israel.

By DEANNA NG
During the weekend of Tishri 19-

21/September 28-30, Christians cele-
brated Sukkot at Anchor Point Church
on 1400 Pembina in a weekend full of
festivities. 

The weekend’s festivities started with
a Shabbat Dinner on Friday Tishri 19,
where Reverend Peter Fast guided us
through the prayers and meal. Donald
and Victoria James and Earl Isaac and
Kristen Isaak performed beautiful songs
of worship in Hebrew. 

On Saturday, there were family activ-
ities including the children following
Moses on a wilderness journey. This
was followed by a hot dog dinner in the
sukkah. After the meal, there was a movie, “To Life,” a touching video
where we learned about the amazing things Israel is doing in the world in
reaching out to those in need globally. 

Sunday evening we danced with the Scriptures, following in the tradition
of Simchah Torah. BFP Deputy Director, Peter Fast, explained the goals of
Bridges and why it is encouraging Christians to pay attention to the Feasts
of HaShem.

According to Fast, Bridges for Peace invites Christians to understand the
need for reconciliation with the Jewish community, due to the long history
of hurt inflicted on Jews by Christians. Instead of respecting our Hebraic
roots and the appreciating the reality of being “grafted in to the Jewish
root”, Christian leaders perpetuated false accusations and created a cli-
mate of anti-Semitism in the Church. 

Anchor Point pastor, Donavan Friesen, welcomed this weekend of
events. He explains, “For a number of years, I have grown in a love for
the Jewish people and their heritage. I have understood my connection
and heritage as a Christian “grafted in to the Jewish root.”

“When I came to Winnipeg to pastor a church two and a half years
ago, I began to speak about Israel and the Jews often,” he said, “Most
of scripture is centered around them.”

“Sukkot is a reminder of the temporary dwelling places that the
Israelites lived in while in the wilderness. I love the way that the Jewish

people remember where they have come from – so
as not to forget and repeat the negative parts. I
appreciate that a lot.”

Regarding the feasts, Friesen explains, “There are many ways to look at
the feasts that are written of in Scripture. The most fascinating for me is the
prophetic significance. Of all the feasts, one hasn’t been fulfilled in terms
of the prophetic part, which is the Feast of Tabernacles,” He said, “It
reminds us that this life is temporary, and we are longing for our eternal
dwelling when we will spend eternity in Heaven.”

Four Christian schools also participated in this celebration of Sukkot.
They acted out the wilderness journey, learned how the Jewish people are
returning to Israel and how Bridges for Peace is helping them to settle
there. 

Christians Celebrate Feast of Tabernacles through 
Bridges for Peace as a path to reconciliation
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ELECT

R I V E R  H E I G H T S  -  F O R T  G A R R Y

Garth Steek

ON OCTOBER 24, VOTE STEEK

It’s time to elect a new Councillor who will stand up for YOU.

Time for action. Time for a change. Compare the differences.

John Orlikow:

 Puts public safety LAST
 OPEN Portage & Main 
 Expand Rapid Transit
 Mayor’s yes-man        
 Hard to reach      

GARTH STEEK:

 Puts public safety FIRST    
 Keep Portage & Main CLOSED                              
 Pause Rapid Transit
 Strong, independent voice 
 Always returns calls     

GarthSteek.ca
Authorized by David Morrison (204-807-6442) September 17, 2018

R
EA

L CAR
E Caring Compassionate Professional Service

you’ve come to trust

PROVIDING:
Alzheimer Care 

A A

 Palliative Care 
A A

 Post-Operative Care
Stroke Care 

A A

 Long-Term Care 
A A

 Rehabilitation
Respite 

A A

 ‘Coming home’ new Moms and infants
PROVIDED BY: INSURED & BONDED

RN’s 
A A

 LPN’s 
A A

 Health Care Aides
Home Support Workers 

A A

 Companions

We offer a variety of programs and services
Individually-designed care packages you help create to meet your special needs
Free nursing assessment

24 hour-a-day care, seven days a week / Full-time or part-time
At home, in hospital, in nursing and care homes
Advice on how to get the most from your FREE provincial homecare benefits

Call Elba Haid or Angela Pollett at REALCARE

Elba Haid
President and CEO

Angela Pollett
Client Care Manager

Homecare from  the Heart

Sukkah outside Anchor Point Church

Ann Ainsworth and Rebecca Malloy in the Sukkah 



T
here are gatherings and then there are gath-
erings, but as far as Sukkah get togethers are
concerned, l suggest the one I attended

recently in Toronto was a bit out of the ordinary. It
was a true Western Canadian simcha in the sukkah.
The simcha was just being all together. Who was
in this group you ask?

It included the hosts of the brunch, Norman and
Leanne Wasel at their just moved into new home

in Toronto; their respective parents, Lewis & Freya Wasel of Edmonton; Abie
and Myra Kacew, also of Edmonton; Arnie and Barbara Shell, of Toronto, for-
merly of Winnipeg, Calgary and Regina; Gary and Ella Diamond of Toronto,
formerly of Winnipeg; and my wife and me, now of Toronto, formerly of
Winnipeg. If you factor in the fact that my wife is from Saskatoon and Lewis
Wasel is from Regina originally, this lunch really had the distinction of bring-
ing together the three Prairie provinces in a way not typically contemplated.
Factor in the family names of Barbara Shell, (Berenhaut), Freya Wasel
(Gardner), Sherna Posner (Bernbaum) and Myra Kacew (Labovitch, and con-
nected to the Probers) and what you had was a very strong representation of
Western Canada at this lunch. Of course, a significant part of this Western
Canadian conclave were the six children of Norman and Leanne now freshly

enrolled in the Toronto Jewish school system. 
One might ask how such a group would meet and greet given that not all the

parties knew one another. You come to realize the interconnection of people,
particularly Jewish ones. When Norman and Leanne moved and decided to
entertain in their sukkah but a month after arrival, they realized that they had
both sets of parents with them. Arnie Shell is a financial advisor and he had
come to know Norman during Arnie’s time living in Calgary, so Arnie and
Barbara were a natural couple to invite. Arnie was introduced to Norman’s
father and he mentioned to Lewis that he was from Winnipeg, which started
a conversation about Winnipeg and the University of Manitoba and it soon
leaked out that Arnie’s sister, the former Ella Shell, was married to Gary
Diamond, a former Winnipegger who knew Lewis from their days at the
University of Manitoba when they both had dark hair. It was not a long jump
from Gary Diamond to his first cousin as in me. Lewis and Freya were well
known to my wife and so the circle was complete. This story, which almost
every reader will recognize, is the story of Jewish geography and it is a story
related at just about every Jewish event, just with different names. 

After we managed to make all these connections (and there were so many
common threads to the group), we ended up for the most part in conversations
of  a similar theme: Winnipeg. Many places and names familiar to each of us
were discussed. Lewis and Freya took this focus on Winnipeg to a new level
as they told us they were flying there the next day for the Coby Samphir Bar
Mitzvah. But, of course the real highlight of the session under the Sukkah was
the delivery (by me) of a hard copy of the Jewish Post & News. Well, maybe
it was not the real highlight, but it did get attention and certainly more atten-
tion than in any other sukkah in Toronto. 

What was my take on this lovely lunch in a Sukkah? Just put a bunch of
Jews together who have some common links and, irrespective of the quality
of the food (outstanding at our lunch)  - you have a recipe for success!

Western Canada under an Ontario sukkah
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Gerry Posner

from left to right Back Row: Norma Wasel, Lewis Wasel, Abie Kacew,
Gerry Posner, Ella Diamond, Gary Diamond, Sherna Posner, Arnie
Shell, Barbara Shell. Front Row: Leanne Wasel, Koby Wasel (6),
Freya Wasel, Myra Kacew, Yaffa Wasel (10), Zev Wasel (10), Yoni
Wasel (4)

By

GERRY POSNER
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By MYRON LOVE

B
ar Ilan University Professor Uri Nir has some
good news in terms of halting the spread of can-
cer. The guest speaker at the Rady JCC’s first

session of the 2018-19 “In The Know” lunch and lec-
ture series at the Campus on Thursday, October 4, Nir,
the Dean of the Mina and Everard Goodman Faculty
of Life Sciences at the Ramat Gan Campus, reported
on a new compound that his research team has devel-
oped which holds the promise of being able to prevent
and reverse metastasizing cancer.

Nir noted that cancerous tumors that are localized
within specific organs can in many cases be success-
fully treated. “The major challenge now is treating
metastasizing cancers (cancer that spreads beyond the
initial location),” he noted.

The professor provided his audience with a crash
course on genetics and the make-up of cells in our
body. In order to travel within the body, metastasizing
cancer cells need a source of energy for the arduous journey, he explained. 

“Our research is focusing on how to deny the cells that energy,” he says.
“We were searching for the power station in the mitochondria (which is
found in every cell) which enables cancer cells to metastasize.”

What Nir and his research team were able to do was isolate one specific
enzyme – FerT – as the enabler of metastasizing cancer cells. The only
other place in the body where that enzyme is found, he told his audience,
is in sperm – which also has to travel.

Nir and his team have subsequently developed a chemical compound
which has been labeled E260 and which has successfullyu inhibited the
functioning of the FerT enzyme with the resulting death of the cancer cells.
Nir reported on clinical trials with mice in which the cancerous malignant
tumors were cleared up completely. 

He reported that he and his team are now working with an American
pharmaceutical company on developing medication based on E260 with
phase 1 clinical trials on cancer patients coming soon.

“This is a challenging project that requires a lot of
money,” he said. “We also have to get FDA approval in the
United States.

“We hope to soon have a new drug that will have a sig-
nificant impact on the global war against cancer – the
world’s number one cause of death.”

Nir’s presentation was co-sponsored by the Rady JCC
Jewish Business Network and the Winnipeg Jewish
Business Council.

While in Winnipeg, Nir also did a presentation for
CancerCare students and oncologists, noted Matthew
Ostrove, chair of the Winnipeg Jewish Business Council.
“After the CancerCare presentation, we met with Cancer
researchers Dr. Spencer Gibson, Dr. Brent Shachter and Dr.
Marshall Pitz to discuss a collaboration between Bar Ilan,
the University of Manitoba and CancerCare Manitoba.”

Ivanka Trump says she won’t replace
Nikki Haley at the United Nations

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Ivanka Trump counted herself out as ambas-
sador to the United Nations.

President Donald Trump’s daughter, as well as a top adviser, made the
remarks Tuesday after Nikki Haley announced that she was leaving the job
at the end of the year.

“It is an honor to serve in the White House alongside so many great col-
leagues and I know that the President will nominate a formidable replace-
ment for Ambassador Haley,” she said after the president spurred specula-
tion that he would name her to the post. ”That replacement will not be me.”

President Trump said earlier that “Ivanka would be dynamite” as ambas-
sador and “I think Ivanka would be incredible.”

Ivanka Trump and her husband, Jared Kushner, who is also a top adviser
to Trump, are Jewish.

Bar Ilan University researcher reporting potentially 
dramatic new cancer treatment

Bar Ilan University Professor
URI NIR 
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Joanne Seiff

R
ecent world news has me thinking about
Jewish traditions and environmental
issues. Some Jewish communities see

making eco-friendly choices as the Jewish and
socially conscious thing to do. I’ve also partici-
pated in Jewish meals and events in which envi-
ronmental choices were the farthest thing from
anyone’s mind. In fact, as they cheerfully
dumped hundreds of disposable paper products

and plastic table cloths into the garbage, I’ve also heard people say that this
“social action nonsense” was all some liberal craziness that didn’t have
much to do with their Jewish practice.

Sometimes, as families grow more comfortable financially, the notion of
re-use or salvage seems less attractive. However, for many of us, salvage
yards, junk and scrap peddling is an important part of our immigrant past.
All this came up in conversation recently with my husband.

As we walked past a neighbour’s renovation, there was a hundred-year-
old, wooden door left out on a rain-sodden trash heap. We’ve been to archi-
tectural salvage places in the past, looking for these doors because they
match everything else in our old house. They’re well made and last a long
time, if they aren’t trashed. Even salvaged, they aren’t cheap. My husband
commented that too many folks feel that “If I can’t use it, it isn’t useful.”

We contrasted this with a famous family story….as a kid, my husband’s
family travelled to Toronto to see their Lubavitcher relatives. On the way
home to upstate NY, they carried an unusual gift across the border. On top
of their car, they’d strapped a steel security door–a gift from a cousin’s
scrap yard. In our families, old-school values still ring true. If you need a
door and you can get a perfectly good used one, why not?  They declared
it at customs, but in light of USMCA and our current tariff negotiations
with the US, it’s likely that in the future, crossing the border with steel gifts
from the relatives may not be so easy.

While Jewish families often cross borders and levels of Jewish practice
and observance, how often do we think about the cause and effect of our
actions when it comes to the environment?

I began thinking about this more particularly when my kids learned bra-
chot (blessings) at preschool. Each time we thanked G-d for something that
grew from a tree, a vine, or the ground.  We were acknowledging the power
and importance of the earth for our well-being.

When attending services, we pray all winter, from Shemini Atzeret
through to Passover, for wind to blow and rain to fall. What if the rain is
polluted?  What if our lakes, rivers and oceans are filled with microplastics
waste?

If we follow this to its logical conclusion, we need to focus on how we
can reduce our consumption habits and reuse what we’ve got. If we thank
the Almighty and appreciate the earth’s healthy produce, how do we rec-
oncile that, for instance, with the mounds of plastic that we use that affect

our health, in packaging, disposable cups and bottles, and more?  Most of
our recycling products travel to China to be processed. Lately, China has
gotten stricter in what will accept. That means more of our low-quality
waste ends up in a landfill here at home. Current research shows it ends up
in our water and bodies, too.

The next logical step is how we vote. If we vote for candidates who sup-
port environmental initiatives (the use, for instance, of compostable bags or
a plastic bag ban), we vote our values at the polls. Of course, most of us
don’t make voting decisions merely on one issue, but what’s the point of
voting for someone whose views would contradict what we pray about?
These political issues should inspire us to look closer to home, from our
dining room tables to our communities. Rather than ship everything abroad
to discard it, we need to support local businesses which reuse and recycle
waste.

These are big issues, and not easily covered in one column. Still, I see
reasons to be optimistic. I’ve noticed that some congregations have shifted
their usage of plastic. Maybe Kiddush is being served in glass shot glasses
instead of plastic cups, or folks are offered ceramic coffee mugs rather than
styrofoam at Jewish events. Some Jewish groups do “tikkun olam” (fixing
the world) events, cleaning up parks or waterfront areas. Others offer digi-
tal bulletins or newsletters rather than printing hardcopies and mailing
them.

Some say that individuals can’t make any difference; it’s big polluters
that we need to stop. Yes, we need to address big pollution as well as prac-
ticing small scale change. When you make an effort to reuse, recycle, and
responsibly discard your waste, every effort matters. It’s obvious when
walking up a back lane that much of this happens one water bottle or over-
flowing trash can at a time.

We certainly have a lot of business opportunity in Canada, too. We’ve got
lots of hydro “clean” electricity for processing. I wonder what the next
stage of the long Jewish tradition of reuse (scrap yards and junk peddling)
might be. In the meanwhile, start with your next big holiday meal. Could
you skip the styrofoam plates or coffee cups and wash some dishes instead?

There’s no sense in teaching our kids to say thank you for what they eat
and how it grows, or how to be grateful for rain….if we don’t make an
effort to keep it clean for future generations. Is this a Jewish value or a
human one?  If we are truly “a light unto the nations” as Jews, we must do
this work, and show others how to do it. We can innovate on these earth-
saving issues here, educate others elsewhere and pass this knowledge on.
We may be buried under a mountain of plastics and garbage if we don’t.
Our health and lives depend on it.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

Thanks for the earth…buried under plastic

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Books

A different perspective on Jerusalem
Jerusalem Drawn and Quartered
By Sarah Tuttle-Singer
Skyhorse Publishing, New York, 2018,
246 pages
Reviewed by 
JOSEPH LEVEN

S
arah Tuttle-Singer is a 37-year-old
single mother of two, American born
and raised, who has lived in Israel

for the past seven years. She writes online
for the Times of Israel; this is her first
book. The ‘Quartered’ in the title
Jerusalem Drawn and Quartered refers to
the four quarters of the Old City of
Jerusalem – the Jewish, Christian, Muslim
and Armenian quarters. Most Jewish
Israelis today, and certainly almost all
Jewish tourists, only spend time in the
Jewish quarter, and nearly totally avoid the
Muslim quarter, because of the perceived risk
of being stabbed or otherwise assaulted.

Tuttle-Singer spent a year living and moving
about the Old City in all four quarters, getting
to know the people who live there and listen-
ing to their stories. She courageously moved
around freely and became a well-known fix-
ture in the Old City with her tank tops, skinny
jeans and long blond hair. She spent her nights
in a room on the seam between the Christian
and Armenian quarters (when she wasn’t back
with her kids in rural Israel).

Tuttle-Singer is very committed to Israel and
loves living there, but she does not fit into any
conventional ‘box’. She describes herself as
being both American and Israeli, but not really
fitting into either. The image that she identifies with is that of the mer-
maid and indeed, in one episode in the book, she got herself tattooed with
a mermaid by a tattoo artist who is the latest in a long line of Old City
tattoo artists. For her the mermaid represents someone who does not fit
in but who doesn’t really care. The mermaid can go anywhere because
she is not a member of any one group.

The book chronicles her experiences as an outsider among Jerusalem’s
Muslims, Christians and pious Jews. She got to know a whole cast of
interesting people, but Sarah Tuttle-Singer is always the focus of atten-
tion throughout. We get to hear her life story a lot more than the stories
of the others and the book is as much memoir as it is the story of
Jerusalem.

Having said that, it is unvaryingly interesting. She has led an interest-
ing life and tells us about it in a fast-moving way that holds our attention.
Many pages are devoted to her mother’s illness and subsequent death
from cancer. Many more tell us about her early sexual experiences, her
failed marriage and the violence, both sexual and physical, that she has
suffered in Israel.

It is also a story of Tuttle-Singer’s maturation and growth as a person.
We see how she found her own voice, learned to say NO and was able to
develop courage and put her fear behind her. We can’t help but feel good
for her. She is also not judgmental of the people she met and gives each
one of them an opportunity to express themselves. This seemed to allow
them to open up to her.

For instance, she got to know the Muslim  couple, Abu Ibrahim and Um
Ibrahim. He runs a jewellery shop and Tuttle-Singer met him when she
went in to look at some ancient coins. As she got to know them, they
began to treat her as a friend, to the point where she felt comfortable
bringing her two children into the Old City to meet two of Abu Ibrahim’s
children as a lesson in tolerance for all of them.

Or there is her Haredi friend Rivky who is married to a rabbi and has
seven kids. Somehow she and Sarah became friends and Rivky confided
in her through her tears the details of her unsatisfactory sex life with a
man who has little interest in sex. The next time we meet Rivky she is
pregnant again and seems happier with her lot in life until she delivers the
kicker: ‘If I leave (the marriage), I would lose my children.’

Or Abdullah  - who rented her a room and then showed Tuttle-Singer,
who grew up on her grandmother’s chicken soup and who learned how
to cook it herself after her mother’s death, how to prepare chicken soup
the Arab way. He then went on to reveal to her that, after a lifetime of
being educated to despise gays, he finally came to grips with his own
gayness at the age of 60 and now goes to Jewish gay clubs in Tel Aviv to
dance.

Jerusalem Drawn and Quartered is full of similar stories. Between the
story of Tuttle-Singer’s own life and the terrific characters that she met,
every page is a treat.

(Jerusalem Drawn and Quartered is available at the Winnipeg Public
Library.)

SARAH 
TUTTLE-SINGER

Emblems Of Faith
Rabbi Bill S. Tepper –Temple Shalom 

I do not wear a kippah during all my waking hours. Nor do I ever wear a tallit
katan. As a member of the Reform Movement in Judaism these are my choices.
But I respect and honour those who do wear kippah and tallit katan, and fervently
support their right to do so. 

As I write these words, the newly-elected Quebec Provincial Government is
proposing to prohibit public servants from wearing religious symbols while at
work. Kippah, tallit, niqab, turban and – we presume – crucifixes are among those
to be banned. 

I am alarmed. You should be, too. 
In its quest to establish what it envisions as a more-secular province, the Quebec

government is treading the dangerous and despairingly familiar path of xenopho-
bia, small-mindness and bigotry. 

This is not the Canada we know and love. This is not the Canada to which our
parents and grandparents, decades ago, courageously traveled in search of freedom
– secular, religious, political and economic. This is not the Canada, with its rich
multicultural fabric, that is the envy of other nations. And this is not the Canada
that can prohibit public servant nor private individual from proudly wearing a sign
emblematic of her/his faith. 

As Canadians, Jews, and lovers of humanity, we must respond, where and when-
ever intolerance of this nature reveals its hideous face. It is a moral imperative,
instilled within us by the Jewish tradition close to our hearts. 

Fri., Oct. 19 6:45pm Junior Congregation Shabbat Service with Rabbi Tepper
7:30pm Shabbat Service with Rabbi Tepper & Cantor Len Udow

Sat., Oct. 20 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper
Sun., Oct. 21 10:30am Irma Penn School 

10:30am Bagels & Blocks
3-5pm Coffee with the Rabbi at Bermax Caffe & Bistro, 

1800 Corydon Ave
Wed., Oct. 24 4:30pm Irma Penn School Hebrew classes
Fri., Oct. 26 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar & 

Cantor Len Udow
Sun., Oct. 28 10:30am Irma Penn School

10:30am Bagels & Blocks
Tue., Oct. 30 7pm Chapel Lawn, “Bet Chaim, Mikdash Shalom” Info evening,

Jewish Cemetery alternative & traditional Jewish burial
Wed., Oct. 31 4:30pm Irma Penn School Hebrew classes
Fri., Nov. 2 7:30pm Shabbat & Torah Service lay led by Allan Finkel with 

Cantor Len Udow
Sun., Nov. 4 10:30am Irma Penn School

10:30am Bagels & Blocks
Wed., Nov. 7 4:30pm Irma Penn School Hebrew classes
Fri., Nov. 9 6:45pm Junior Congregation Shabbat Service with 

Rabbi Tepper & PJ Library
7:30pm Shabbat Peace Service with Rabbi Tepper & 

Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Sat., Nov 10 10:30am Torah Study with Rabbi Tepper

7:30pm An Evening with the Rabbi, “Jews & Tattoos”: The Good,
The Bad, The Ugly and the Beautiful, off site at the Huebners. 
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Community news

By MYRON LOVE

W
hile our community’s population figures go up or down depend-
ing on each census result and who is counting (or counting them-
selves in), the number of people attending synagogue services at

Yom Tov seems to change little from year to year.
For many years, this writer has been annually surveying the synagogues

and other venues as to High Holiday attendance - and the numbers remain
remarkably steady – in the 4,000 to 4,500 range.

Certainly in the high demand venues – such as the Shaarey Zedek and Etz
Chayim synagogues – capacity may be a bit of an issue. In general, though,
the numbers speak to the secularization of our community (and most other
Jewish communities in North America). That being said, it has to be
encouraging that the attendance figures do remain relatively steady despite
the continued loss of older, more observant individuals and are an indica-
tion that our synagogues still hold some appeal for younger people and
younger families.

As I reported last year, according to Ian Staniloff, Congregation Shaarey
Zedek’s executive director, Yom Tov 2017 was the best attended Yom Tov
service in the ten years that he had been serving as executive director.

“We were almost sold out,” he reported last year. “We had well over
1,000 for the morning service (The capacity is about 1,300.) and between
500 and 600 for the afternoon service.” (The Shaarey Zedek has been offer-
ing two services for Yom Tov for many decades.)

This year, Staniloff reports, numbers were even higher.
“We had at least 100 more people this year for Yom Tov,” he reports.

“Our rabbis, Anibal Maas and Matthew Leibl, conducting the services
alone (since Rabbi Alan Green retired in the spring) did a great job. People
seemed to react very positively.”

Shaarey Zedek’s new rabbinic team, along with ongoing modifications
to the service (both on Yom Tov and on Shabbat) seem to have been suc-
cessful in attracting new members and younger families.

New this year for Yom Tov, Staniloff notes, were a new set of machzorim
donated by a member of the congregation. “The congregation really appre-
ciated the new books,” Staniloff says.

Jonathan Buchwald, the executive director of Congregation Etz Chayim,
our community’s largest north Winnipeg synagogue, reported last year that
Yom Tov services attracted about 900, down just slightly from the year
before. Attendance this year was about the same, he says.

For this year, the congregation has had  a new full time rabbi in place in
the person of Rabbi Kliel Rose. Rabbi Rose, Buchwald reports, introduced
some new wrinkles into the service – one example being calling up at one
point families with babies born over the past year and blessing them.

“For his first Yom Tov, Rabbi Rose wanted to maintain the status quo and
get a sense of what the congregation would want,” Buchwald says. “We
expect over time that he will try to incorporate some different things.”

Rabbi Neal and Carol Rose (Kliel Rose’s parents) were back in
Winnipeg to lead their usual “Family of Roses” Yom Tov services in the
lower level of Etz Chayim. That service numbered about 60 this year.

In general, south end congregations had better attendance than their more
north end counterparts. Considering that a majority of our community lives
in River Heights, Tuxedo and other south Winnipeg neighbourhoods, that
is to be expected.

That being said, Temple Shalom, our community’s only Reform
Congregation, registered a drop in attendance – about 450 over Yom Tov
this year as compared to about 500 last year.

“High Holiday attendance did exceed our expectations though,” says
Ruthie Maman, the Reform congregation’s office manager. “We may have
lost some people to the Shaarey Zedek or Etz Chayim. Some people may
have been curious to see the new rabbis and experience the changes at the
Shaarey Zedek.”

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue High Holiday Committee Chair Dr.
Allen Kraut reports that attendance at the Orthodox shul was about the
same as last year. The 300-seat sanctuary synagogue was still fairly full. 

“We were pleased with how things turned out,” he says. “We had a few
new people and families who make up for those of our members who lef
the city or were otherwise unable to attend.”

The Lubavitch Centre attracted about 250 for Yom Tov, about the same
figure as last year and close to capacity. The Lubavitch Centre (which does-
n’t charge membership fees) draws a mix of long time Winnipeggers and
newcomers.)

Barb Findley, spiritual care co-director at the Simkin Centre extended
care home, reports that the Yom Tov services there were a manageable 200,
combining residents and their families. “We fill the small synagogue, the
multipurpose room and the large area in front” she says.

She notes that the services are shorter than traditional service because of
the needs of the residents but are still very meaningful. (Shabbat and Yom
Tov services at the Simkin Centre are led by Steven Hyman.)

“We were pleased by how everything turned out,” she says.

At Shir Tikvah, a Yom Tov-only congregation that holds services at the
Viscount Gort Hotel, the numbers were down somewhat. “We have a
steady clientele,” says Sharon Bronstone, president of the 17-year-old con-
gregation whose services are led by Cantor Arkie Berkal, Bronstone’s son
Adam, and Jerome Phomin.

“We try to make some changes to the service from time to time,” she
says. “Many of our members are open to some changes.”

The five north end congregations (other than Etz Chayim) – including the
Ashkenazie, Chavurat Tefilah, Chevra Mishnayes, Talmud Torah/Bet Jacob
plus Rabbi Yitschok Charytan’s service in his home recorded fewer than
250 worshippers among them. Still farther north, Camp Massad holds one
day of services for Rosh Hashonah – led by Leah Braemer - at the Beach
Shul (which is on Camp Massad’s campsite). Executive director Daniel
Sprintz reports attendance on the second day of Rosh Hashonah of about
125.

“It was a good turnout,” he says. 

Shaarey Zedek builds on last year’s record high Yom Tov attendance

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
NEW YORK (JTA) – Dogs and their owners are

a common sight in Central Park on the weekend, but
there was something different about the group gath-
ered on the grass on a recent Sunday morning.

The approximately 20 people could be seen and
heard pointing at the ground while yelling “zits” and
“shtai” and urging their dogs to “shpring” over hur-
dles.

A group of befuddled visitors from Canada who
stopped by to ask what was going on seemed even
more confused when they learned the answer: This
was a Yiddish course. For dogs.

Sponsored by the Workmen’s Circle, the Jewish
cultural society founded in 1900 by Yiddish-speak-
ing immigrants, the workshop was a chance for dog
owners to learn a little Yiddish while schmoozing
with fellow pet owners. Yiddishist Leyzer Burko
taught the course with dog trainer Miguel
Rodriguez.

The fusion of German, Hebrew and Aramaic –
once the language of millions of Jews from Eastern Europe but now main-
ly spoken by haredi Orthodox Jews – seemed to come easy to some of the
canines.

Jofi, a 3-year-old brown and white Cavalier King Charles spaniel, took
a particular liking to the word “shpring,” happily leaping over hurdles

upon command.
“She seems to be picking up pretty quick-

ly on the commands,” kvelled Alexandra
Straytner, who came to the course from the
Morningside Heights section of Manhattan
with her fiancé, Zachary Levine.

“We’re having a lot of fun,” Levine said.
“Jofi has a bit of a barking problem, but I
think she’s enjoying it.”

Other canines were less eager to follow
commands in the mamaloshen.

Bibi, a tiny 7-year-old white Shorkie,
mostly sat on the grass watching the other
dogs respond to commands.

“She’s a bit of a Jewish diva,” said her
owner, Joanne Freed.

The Upper West Side resident wasn’t
exactly surprised, since Bibi had yet to
master commands in English. Still, Freed
was happy the dog got to hear some
Yiddish.

“She’s adopted, but it’s her heritage,” she said with a laugh.
Pairing Yiddish and dogs may seem strange today, but it would have

been even more unusual 100 years ago, said Burko, who received a doc-
torate in modern Jewish history
from the Jewish Theological

Want to teach your dog Yiddish? There’s a class for that.

Ann Toback demonstrates the "shpring"
command with her dog, Jesse, while trainer
Miguel Rodriguez, left, and Yiddishist
Leyzer Burko can be seen looking on.
(Josefin Dolsten)

Continued on next page.



T
he last time I spoke
with former
Winnipegger LAU-

RENCE GILMAN was
back in November of
2004 in the press box of
the old Winnipeg Arena.
The then personable 39-
year old, who now has a
law degree, had just

become the general manager of the American
Hockey League Utah Grizzlies. Laurence was
entering his first season on the job and was over-
seeing the development of the Phoenix Coyotes
while Winnipeg hockey fanatics were bemoaning
the loss of their beloved Winnipeg Jets. 

I recall his approaching me and inquiring
whether I was Harvey Rosen who once wrote about him and his brother in
the Jewish Post & News when they played baseball years ago. Naturally the
remainder of our conversation revolved around hockey in Winnipeg and
Phoenix. As for his day- to- day-duties, Gilman described himself as point
person between the Coyotes hockey department and the Grizzlies hockey
club, with all decisions made by the hockey department as a group. 

Gilman saw his then-position as Utah GM as a real opportunity being that
any time you get the title it raises your visibility and your profile. And as
we’ll discuss later, Laurence wasn’t just blowing smoke, he knew of
whence he spoke. He attended the University of Manitoba and then con-
tinued his studies in North Dakota where an unusual happening occurred
which was a real eye opener. 

In one of his classes Laurence strayed from the assignment being dis-
cussed, which was “agriculture law” and wrote a paper on contract arbitra-
tion and how disputes can best be handled. His professor read the piece and
called him into the his office the next day. He told Gilman that he didn’t
quite understand many parts of his paper, but could tell that the sport of
hockey was something that Laurence was very passionate about. The wise
educator advised him to send the report he wrote to multiple NHL teams
and was ultimately offered a job by the Winnipeg Jets. 

While Gilman wasn’t a manager at the time, he was part of the financial
department where he would work with lawyers on contracts to help the
team save money where they could. His next move was to Vancouver to
help the Canucks resolve their faltering circumstances by helping the club
improve their farm team. Those were the years they would win the
President’s Cup and accomplish little in the playoffs. Included in that peri-
od was the year Vancouver went to the Stanley Cup finals and eventually

lost to the Boston Bruins. 
In the meantime Gilman, now 51 years of age,

was well established and in demand. This past
May the Toronto Maple Leafs came calling - and
why not? This was a team that hasn’t won the
Stanley Cup since 1967 and needed a fix in the
worst way. 

One has to be ancient - which includes yours
truly - when the team lineup included the likes of
Dave Keon, Pete Stemkowski, Ron Ellis, Sid
Smith, Bob Pulford Johnny Bower, Eddie Shack,
Frank Mahovlich, Paul Henderson and the chief,
Captain George Armstrong, to mention only a
few. 

Kyle Dubas, now General Manager of the
Maple Leafs, announced at a press conference
that Gilman has been named Assistant General

Manager of the team. His duties, as Dubas described them, would be con-
siderable to say the least: He would be involved with player personnel,
managing the club’s player development department and farm system, and
overseeing the organization’s top prospects as GM of the AHL Toronto
Marlies in 2018-19. 

Isn’t that what they call multitasking? That’s why they hired Gilman. And
besides, he is also a legal beagle. Also, if you’re a Maple Leafs fan you are
aware that even though there is a salary cap present management believes
that money is for spending. You may have noticed that, at the present time,
the Leafs are having holdouts such as a classy forward named William
Nylander - who has yet to sign, plus they have already taken the elastic off
the bankroll to hire their crown jewel, John Tavares, to go along with
Auston Matthews and Mitch Marner because it’s business and they mean
business. 

In any event, all teams have to deal with the same issue. And didn’t the
Jets do the money dance with Jacob Trouba too? And didn’t that drag on
seemingly excessively? Then, didn’t young Jets’ defenceman Josh
Morrissey, a comparative amateur, also dance a jig too? Shows ya that each
individual has to have a positive sense of his/her own self-worth. 

I strongly suspect that one Laurence Gilman doesn’t have to seek out a
decent counselor in order to ensure that he has finally arrived at a worth-
while destination, does he? 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News. 

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

In the merry month of May Laurence became a Leaf 
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LAURENCE GILMAN 
the new Assistant General Manager of the

Toronto Maple Leafs

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Seminary in New York.
Eastern European Jews histori-

cally were wary of dogs because they associated them with less-than-
friendly landowners and aristocrats, he said.

That gave rise to expressions such as “A hunt iz vert dem shtekn,” mean-
ing a dog deserves (to be beaten with) the stick and “a karger hunt,” which
literally translates to “a stingy dog” and was used to mean a miser.

Biblical and rabbinic sources also associate dogs with negative qualities
such as uncleanliness and violence.

But owners at the Central Park event were quick to praise, telling their
canines “Gut” (rhymes with boot) instead of “good” and handing out
treats when the dogs did as told.

Hannah Raykher was schepping plenty of nachas from her dog Archie
Drucker, a 3-year-old black and white Havanese who seemed to be mas-
tering the “zits” command.

Raykher, 17, who came to the workshop with her family, said teaching
her dog commands in Yiddish was both fun and useful.

“I kind of like it more than the English now,” said Raykher, who lives in
the Park Slope neighborhood of Brooklyn. “It’s more fun. Also, it will
probably be nice in the park when everybody is yelling ’Go! Stay! Stop!’
[to yell] ‘Zits!’”

Ann Toback, the executive director of the Workmen’s Circle, said there
are a few other advantages to speaking to dogs in Yiddish.

Using a language different than the one the dog hears in everyday
speech makes the command more effective, said Toback, who came up
with the idea for the course and offered it for the first time last year.
(Sunday’s workshop sold out.)

The fact that people love speaking in Yiddish also helps, she said.
“When most of us are using Yiddish, it makes us happy and we’re con-

veying that to the dogs,” Toback said while standing next to her dog Jesse.
Beyond dogs, Toback also hopes the course can help encourage people

to celebrate the language’s rich history.
“Too much we forget the thousand years of high culture because of the

tragedy of how Yiddish ended in Eastern Europe,” she said, “but recon-
necting to that, reconnecting to our heritage, to our hearts, is really part
of this.”

Continued from previous page.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
OCT.  17

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8

per column inch.
Extra charge for photo $15.

Payment may be made over phone,
with Visa or Mastercard.

Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

Unveiling

The family of the late

MAX
LABOVITCH
wishes to inform their

family and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, October 21, 2018
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery

ZIVIA LINDER
Zivia Linder passed away peacefully at Riverview

Health Centre on the 5th day of September, 2018.
Born 1947 to Sam and Minnie Linder.
Zivia attended Ramah Hebrew School, Sir William

Osler, Balmoral Hall and Sacred Heart in her younger
years.

She attended Grant Park High School and University
of Las Vegas.

As a young woman she was involved with school
plays, horseback riding, and travel with her parents.

Naturally an extrovert, she loved to laugh and enjoy
almost everyone she met. Her friends would refer to her
as “a real character”, epitomized by her multi coloured
nail polish, crazy hair, cowboy hat, and a ready smile
for everyone.

Survived by her bother Buddy, his wife Perky, and
daughters Mara and Debra and their families in Ari-
zona. Also her aunt Miriam Brown and cousins Bob
Brown, Jon Brown and Ruth Shnier.

Her girlfriends had a glass of wine, a toast, and a
gigglefest as they remembered this very unusual lady.

LARSEN
2X3

RIVA LEVI (nee SECTER)
RIVA LEVI (nee

SECTER) passed away
peacefully at age 95 on
Wednesday, September 26,
2018. A graveside cer-
emony was held on Sep-
tember 28 at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery.

Riva was predeceased by
Howard, her husband of 56
years, her parents, Peter and
Jennie Secter, and her sib-
lings: Edith, Jack,

Abraham and Arnold.
Riva will be remembered with love by her children:

John (Carol Grosh), Ken, and Cliff (Carol Levi); by her
grandchildren: Brian, Jennifer (Dan), Carolyn, Kim,
Kevin (Sarah), and Jeremy; and by her great-grandson
Teddy.

Pallbearers were Brian Burke and Riva’s grandchil-
dren – Brian, Jennifer, Carolyn, Kim, Kevin and Jeremy.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Cancer
Care Manitoba or a charity of your choice.

We would like to express our sincere appreciation to
Dr. Sheldon Koven and the staff of Weinberg 1 at the
Simkin Centre who cared for Riva with patience and
compassion.

Riva will be loved and missed.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID BAKER
who passed away
October 17, 2002

12 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Gerry, son Les, son-in-law
Jack,  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and sister.

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

8 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
18 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

MELVIN
MANISHEN

who passed away
November 10, 2006
19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. RAYMOND
DEUTSCHER

who passed away
Octobber 28, 2017
8 days in Cheshvan

We love you dearly and miss
you always.
— Your loving wife Carla,
brother David, sister-in-law
Heather and niece Ilana.

1st Yahrzeit

ABRAHAM LIONEL (LEN) WEINBERG
It is with a great deal of sadness and sorrow that our

family announces the passing of Len Weinberg on
Monday, September 24th, 2018. Len fought heroically
through the past 18 months to overcome several serious
medical issues including two major surgeries and a
heart attack which no one, including his surgeon,
thought he would survive. As was so often the case with
Len, he surprised everyone. He soldiered on and re-
gained a foothold on life giving us all a few more
precious months with him in our lives. In the end
however his body could not withstand all that had
occurred, and he died peacefully at the hospital with his
eldest son Lloyd at his side.

Len is survived by his children Lloyd, Garry (Asha)
and Shoshana (Jack). Len is survived as well by his
wife Addie and his step-sons Doug Jason and Todd
Jason, and his beloved grandchildren Hannah, Myer,
Jacob, Maya, Amit and Briana.

Len practiced law for more than 50 years, having
graduated from the U of M in 1960. Following his call
to the bar, he spent the early part of his career under the
tutelage of the esteemed Harry Walsh and Archie
Micay. He was a senior partner at a number of firms
including McJanet Rich and of course at Myers
Weinberg LLP for over 25 years. At the time of his
death, Len had moved his practice to the firm of D’arcy
& Deacon LLP where he worked in the capacity of
Senior Counsel.

Over the length of his career, Len (one of the most
easily bored people who was always looking for a new
challenge) dabbled in most every area of law. This
included criminal, real estate, domestic and civil litiga-
tion law in his early years to the areas of practice where
he really made his mark involving corporate/commer-
cial law, franchising and related trade-mark and copy-
right matters.

Len was a lateral thinker, and his ability to think
outside the box to find unique and innovative solutions
to complex issues that invariably arise in the business
world was one of his greatest assets.

Of the many accolades he has received during his
career, including being appointed Queen’s Counsel in
1981 for his work in both the legal community and the
community at large, Len was most proud of being
known in the community as a “lawyer’s lawyer”. The
profession can bestow no greater honour to one of its
own.

Of course Len’s life was a lot more than just a
distinguished legal career – he was also a father, a
grandfather, a husband, an uncle and a friend to all. He
cherished family time at the cottage at West Hawk
Lake and provided a loving, welcoming and well fed
environment to all who came there and to his home in
town. He loved learning and always had a new book in
hand. He was a product of the north end Jewish com-
munity having attended St Johns High School where he
made lifelong friendships that survived to the end. He
was loved and cherished and will be sorely missed by
so many.

We will miss him very very much.
Len’s funeral was held at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue

on Thursday, September 27th, 2018 and he is interred
amongst family at the Shaarey Zedek cemetery. The
family would like to thank Rabbi Matthew Leibl for the
time he spent with our family and for the lovely eulogy
he delivered.

Pallbearers were Len’s sons, Lloyd Weinberg and
Garry Weinberg, nephews Elliott Richman and Earl
Raber and cousins, David Perlov and Danny Globerman.

Honorary Pallbearers include Jack Andress, Doug
Jason, Todd Jason, Alex Richman, Vincent Richman,
David Eisenstat, Paul Henteleff, Yude Hentelleff, Joel
Dudeck, Frank Short, Don Bass, Morris Raizen.
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late
SAMY TOLEDANO

of Toronto
would like to thank their relatives and
friends for their support, sympathy and
condolences during our time of sorrow

Mary and Mojluf Muyal and family

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
OCT.  24

everlasting
2X3

In loving memory of
SHELLEY

BRESLAW-WYNNE
who passed away
November 5, 2017

17 days in Cheshvan
— Dearly missed by family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
BROWN

who passed away
November 10, 1986

8 Days in Cheshvan, 5747
—  Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
PFEFFER
who passed away

November 10, 1962
13 Days in Cheshvan

You are not forgotten
Nor ever will be
As long as life and memory last
We will miss and remember
thee.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
CRAMER
who passed away
October 20, 1975

15 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
terribly missed by his  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In cherished memory of our
mother, baba, & great-baba

RACHEL
(GOSZER),

(SZTERNFELD)
GOLDSTEIN

who passed away
November 21, 2005
20 days in Cheshvan

— Lovingly, Hilda and Lenny,
Debbie and Jack, Penny,
Mandy, Marissa and Rob,
Hailey, Caleb, Zane, Rubie,
Max and your nieces,
nephews, family & friends.

In loving memory of

MAY KANTOR
who passed away

November 11, 2003
16 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

JACK LEVIT
who passed away

November 13, 2014
20 days in Cheshvan

You continue to inspire us daily.
You are on our minds,
in our hearts,
and so very deeply missed.
— Forever loved by your wife
Yetta, your children Diane,
Shelley and Keith and your
grandchildren.

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER
KENNETH
MORRIS

who passed away
November 23, 2005

21 Days in Cheshvan
Like falling leaves the years go
by but memories of you will
never die.
My one and only love
In my heart always and forever
— Kerry.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BENNY
ROITELMAN

who passed away
November 5, 2012

21 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered by
your wife Audrey, son Gerald
& wife Karen,  grandchildren,
brothers Barry (Clara),
Martin, & sister Goldie
(Mark).

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARRY
ROSENBERG

who passed away
November 3, 2015

21 days in Cheshvan, 5776
—Always remembered,
forever in our hearts,  your
wife Becky, family, and
friends.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

REUBEN
SENENSKY

who passed away
November 18, 2011
21 days in Chesvan

—Lovingly remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER
SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX J.
TENENBEIN

who passed away
December 5, 1984
12 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH
TENENBEIN

who passed away
November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

HELENE
KROLIK

who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.
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Community/Israel news
Israeli army destroys mile-long Hamas tunnel 

used to target southern Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Israeli army destroyed a tunnel built by the
terrorist group Hamas that crossed from Gaza into Israel.

The tunnel, nearly a mile long, originated in the Khan Younis area of the
central Gaza Strip and stretched more than 200 yards into Israeli territory.
It branched off in several places to connect to the network of Hamas tun-
nels under Gaza, the Israel Defense Forces said, and was equipped with
power and telephone lines.

The IDF said in a statement that it was the 15th tunnel that it has locat-
ed and destroyed in the past year, part of a network of Hamas tunnels
designed to enable the terrorist group to launch attacks on southern Israeli
communities.

The tunnel was located several months ago, according to the IDF, but the
timing of the destruction was decided in coordination with other opera-
tional considerations. The IDF also studied the tunnel and its connection
to other Gaza fighting tunnels inside the Strip.

The IDF spokesman’s office said in a tweet that Hamas, which runs the
Gaza Strip, invested some $3 million worth of cement and electrical
equipment, as well as hours of labor into the tunnel.

“Today, we can say we have newly improved technological means for
the discovery, location and thwarting of tunnel activity,” said the
spokesman, Brig. Gen. Ronen Manelis. “The Hamas terrorist organization
continues to invest considerable resources in establishing infrastructures
aimed at harming Israeli citizens. This economic investment, which comes
at the expense of the well being of residents, is a sign for the Strip’s inhab-
itants that their regime prefers to invest in terror rather than in other
things.”

Hours before the announcement of the destruction, on Thursday morn-
ing, the Iron Dome missile defense system was activated, causing Code
Red rocket sirens to sound in several Israeli communities located near the
border with Gaza. The army said the system was triggered accidentally
and that no rockets had been fired from Gaza at Israel.

The Rady JCC Presents In The Know Series:
Doctor Keith Fowke, PhD

Using Aspirin to Prevent HIV: Science or Science Fiction

The Rady JCC welcomes everyone to the In The Know our popular
daytime series featuring different lectures and discussions on a variety
of topics as well as arts presentations.  Programs on a selection of sub-
jects including arts, business, world issues, and much more will be fea-
tured. The programs include lunch followed by an engaging and inter-
esting talk with a special guest.

Please join us on Monday, November 5, for our third installment of
the In the Know featuring 
Dr. Keith Fowke, PhD. 

Dr. Fowke is Professor and Head of the Department of Medical
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at the University of
Manitoba. His laboratory focuses on defining cellular immune mech-
anisms of the control of, and resistance to, HIV infection.  Current
studies include understanding how to block the negative effects of HIV
and to restore the immune response to full capabilities and preventing
HIV infections by reducing inflammation at the genital tract.

Dr. Fowke has a particular interest in training young investigators and,
in addition to supervising a number of graduate student and post-doc-
toral fellows, has helped organize a number of national and interna-
tional workshops for young investigators and is principal investigator
for the CIHR International Infectious Disease and Global Health train-
ing Program.

In The Know includes a delicious lunch and is held in the Adult Lounge
at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street.

The next In The Know program will take place on Monday,
November 26 with Dr. Celia Rabinovitch, PhD.  Dr. Rabinovitch is
an artist, author and professor who has exhibited her paintings in
Canada, the US and Europe.  Transportation is available for In The
Know series. Please make arrangements upon registration. To register,
call (204) 477-7510 or go to www.radyjcc.com
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Acclaimed Journalist, Rouge Thinker and Renowned Spiritual Leader

Rabbi Irwin Kula
Keynote Speaker at the Rady JCC’s Tarbut:

Festival of Jewish Culture on Nov. 15

The Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture is pleased to present Rabbi Irwin
Kula on Thursday, November 15 at 7:30 pm. Distinguished as one of the
leaders in molding our current spiritual milieu, Rabbi Irwin Kula is ranked
by Newsweek as one of America’s “Most Influential Rabbis”. Currently
he serves as Co-President of Clal – The National Jewish Center for
Learning and Leadership, a do-tank committed to making Jewish a Public
Good, whose mission is to make Jewish Wisdom available to all people.
Rabbi Irwin Kula is a disruptive spiritual innovator and rogue thinker. A
thought leader on the intersection of innovation, religion and human flour-
ishing, Irwin Kula’s work has taken him around the globe including working
with leaders such as the Dalai Lama and Queen Noor of Jordan to hosing a
Passover Seder in Bhutan. He also serves as a consultant across the U.S to
foundations, federations, synagogues and agencies, promoting ethical leader-
ship, institutional change and greater purpose and compassion. 

Named one of the groundbreakers in shaping the American spiritual land-
scape, he received the 2008 Walter Cronkite Faith and Freedom Award for
his work “toward equality, liberty and a truly inter–religious community”. He
is the Co-founder and Executive Editor of . A popular commentator in both
new and traditional media, Irwin is the author of the award-winning book,
Yearnings: Embracing the Sacred Messiness of Life (2006), creator of the
acclaimed film, Time for a New God (2004), and the Public TV series Simple
Wisdom (2003), and is co-founder with Craig Hatkoff and Clay Christensen
of the Disruptor Foundation. He is a blogger for and the Washington
Post/Newsweek.com’s “On Faith” column, and has appeared on NBC’s , , as
well as on and . In 2003, Kula hosted a 13-part public TV series, Simple
Wisdom with Irwin Kula, and had a public TV special called The Hidden
Wisdom of Our Yearnings. He was also featured in the 2004 film, Time for a
New God

Kula received his B.A. in Philosophy from , B.H.L. from the  (JTSA), and
M.A. in Rabbinics and Rabbinic Ordination from the JTSA. Rabbi Kula is
currently an adjunct faculty member at , teaching courses in .

Rabbi Kula’s Tarbut program on November 15; Beyond Tribe and
Creed: Religion as a Path to Human Flourishing is sure to resound deeply
here in Winnipeg, where we are rooted in our Jewish values as we work
together to ensure that we keep our community strong. 

On Sunday, November 11, 2:00 pm, author, Ellin Bessner will present her
book Double Threat: Canadian Jews, the Military, and World War I.
Double Threat contains many stories and interviews about personnel who
served from Winnipeg, and from Western Canada. The book highlights
Monty Hall, David Steinberg’s brother Hymie, Saul Cherniack, Joseph
Ludwig, Issie Yamron, Oscar Antel, Clifford Shnier, Yude Brownstone, Israel
Freedman, Sam Sheps, David Golden, Hymie Greenberg, Abe Arbour, Jack
Secter, and civilian Dr. Louis Slotin, who helped invent the atomic bombs
dropped on Japan to end the war. Until now their contribution to Canadian
history has never been fully known. On Remembrance Day, author Ellin
Bessner tells us who these Jewish Canadians were, why they served, what
their lives were like as Jews, in Canada, in the barracks, and on the battle-
field. Transportation is available for this event. Please arrange in advance. 

Tarbut is delighted to present Chaim & Yonnah Bezalel Ben Levy with their
special presentation Touching on Place: Architectural Elements in Israel
on Monday, Nov. 12 at 7:30 pm
Chaim Bezalel and Yonnah Ben Levy are dual citizens of the U.S. and Israel.
Their book Touching on Place, Architectural Elements in Israel contains 77
images of paintings depicting the history of Israel through architectural ele-
ments. It is not an architecture book, nor a history book, but a cross-genre art
book, composition and colour play a large role. A display of hand painted
prints the paintings will accompany the presentation. The program will
include several short videos, readings of excerpts, and an opportunity for
questions and answers. The prints will be displayed for sale throughout the
festival.

Tarbut musical highlights:
• Aaron Weinstein, Jazz Violin…Live and On Screen 

(Saturday, Nov. 10)
• Borochov Dynasty (World Music)

(Wednesday, Nov. 14)
• Yael Deckelbaum: Prayer of the Mother’s Ensemble

(Saturday, Nov. 17)
West End Cultural Centre. Transportation available.

Best of the Film Fest
• Bye Bye Germany

(Tuesday, Nov. 13)
• Itzhak

(Sunday, Nov. 18)

Plus we have the family musical Shabbat Dinner with from Toronto chil-
dren’s entertainer Carl Berger on Friday November 16. The Jewish Book
Fair will take place from Nov. 11-Nov. 18 and the Shuk/Market will be held
on Sunday, Nov. 18.

For tickets/information on Tarbut or the Jewish Book Fair, please contact the
Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or  www.radyjcc.com 


