
It was a night to remember as three
singing greats - all from Winnipeg’s
north end got together at the Etz
Chayim Synagogue Tuesday, September
17, to entertain a sold-out crowd over
400 in number.

The occasion was the Jewish
Foundation’s Book of Life signing.

We’ll have much more in our Oct. 16
issue. In the meantime, if you’d like to
see video excerpts of these three greats
go to our website: jewishpostand-
news.ca and click on the photo of all
three on the home page. 

The three  ‘peggers
together on stage

one memorable evening

By MYRON LOVE
For the 2013 school year, the overall Jewish school enrollment num-

bers are much the same – but the distribution is somewhat different.
The Hebrew Bilingual program at Brock Corydon Public School has
registered an increase of 20 students while the Winnipeg Board of
Jewish Education’s Gray Academy enrollment is down by 15.

The difference is enrollment at the two institutions is happenstance.
There is no relation between the slight decrease in one and slight
increase in the other.

Rory Paul, Head of School and CEO of Gray Academy of Jewish
Education, reports that although the school did enroll 85 new students
for this year, enrollment is just 590 as compared to 605 last year. This
is the first time since 2009 that the school population has dropped. (In
2009, enrollment reached a nadir of 572.)

The k-12 school always loses some students every year after Grade
6 and Grade 9 as some students choose to switch to public school,
other non-Jewish private schools or (for high school) attend the
University of Winnipeg high school program. The major difference this
year though, Paul notes, is that the school lost 20 students because
their families left Winnipeg.

Paul notes that these families were all relatively recent immigrants
from Israel or Argentina who had become established here and moved
elsewhere to further careers.

“That was an unusually large number of families to leave in a given
year,” he says.

On a more positive note, he reports that the Grade 12 class numbers
38 students – just a few less than last year – and that there are two full
kindergarten classes again this year - as well as a junior kindergarten
class.

“After the market crash in 2008 and 2009, we had fewer children
enrolled in kindergarten for a couple of years,” he says. “It seems that
fewer babies were born. More recently, there seems to have been a
resurgence of baby births in the community.”

Also growing is the school’s international program - now in its fourth
year. The program attracts Jewish high school students from Mexico
and South America who come here for a year to study and live with
host families. This year, there are five enrolled and a sixth coming in
February.

Paul also reports that the board has introduced a new fee structure
for this year following a two-year study. The Winnipeg Board of Jewish
Education has always billed parents on a sliding scale tied to income
and number of students enrolled. Full tuition for a single student has
been raised to $9,900 from $8,400. Rory notes that tuition has also
been raised for those parents who have paid the minimum tuition over
the years. But parents with two or more children at the school will be
paying less this year.

While the Gray Academy enrollment has declined for the first time
in four years, Brock Corydon’s numbers in the Hebrew Bilingual pro-
gram are up for the first time in three years. Enrollment this year is 150
(including 20 in kindergarten), up from 122 last year. Up until 2010,
enrollment was always at 180 – or full capacity.

Brock Corydon School is in the Winnipeg One School Division.
Former Brock Corydon Principal Ira Udow reported last year that stu-
dent enrollment was down as a whole in the school division. 

“A number of our families have left the city,” he said at the time,
“and many of the immigrant families are settling in areas of the city
outside the Winnipeg One School Division catchment area.” 

“We are very happy with our numbers for this year,” says current
principal Ara Morris.

Brock Corydon is one of two Hebrew Bilingual Elementary School
programs that were created in the public school system. The original
program though, at Margaret Park School in the Seven Oaks School
Division in north Winnipeg, is not long for this world.

With the significant Jewish demographic shift over the past 15-20
years from north Winnipeg – where once the majority of the Jewish
population here was located – to south Winnipeg and elsewhere, the
number of Jewish students in north Winnipeg has decreased substan-
tially. Where the program at its peak had 180 students enrolled, this
year there are only 26. There is no kindergarten class this year – it has
been a struggle for several years to recruit more than a half dozen stu-
dents for the kindergarten – and the plan is to phase out the other
classes over the next five years.

“In April, we will be having our last community Passover seder,” says
Principal Cynthia Dutton.

Currently, the Jewish students are integrated into regular classes and
come out specific blocks of time for Hebrew instruction. 
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NEWS ANALYSIS

Obama’s tough talk on Iran is
good news for Israel —

depending on what it means

By RON KAMPEAS
W A S H I N G -

TON (JTA) — The
good news for
Israel in President
Obama’s speech
at the United
Nations was his
insistence that
any steps Iran
might take to
solve the stand-
off over its nuclear program must be transpar-
ent and verifiable.

The bad news was that Obama wasn’t clear
about what those steps should be.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
in a one-minute video posted online Tuesday
after the Obama speech to the General
Assembly, welcomed the parameters outlined
by the president and made clear he wanted to
know more.

But he also reiterated Israeli skepticism that
conciliatory gestures by the recently elected
president of Iran, Hassan Rouhani, reflects any-
thing more than a skillful charm offensive
aimed at easing Western pressure while the
pursuit of nuclear weapons continues unim-
peded.

Iranian President 
HASSAN ROUHANI

Continued on page 2. See “Iran”.



By BERNIE BELLAN
In our last issue we gave detailed information about the number of

individuals in Winnipeg who identified as Jewish in the 2011 National
Household Survey. The point was made that there is clear evidence
that our community has not, in fact, grown, despite
claims by our Jewish Federation to the contrary.

Further, the figures that have been trotted out by
such individuals as Gail Asper, who recently stated
that there are 16,500 Jews in Winnipeg, and Bob
Freedman, who said last year that there were
16,000 Jews in Winnipeg, are not at all borne out
by the findings of the 2011 National Household
Survey.

As well, as you can see in the table given here,
there is a clear progression of decline in our Jewish
population when the results of the 2006 limited
census are added to the mix.

Again – I have no axe to grind nor any particular
reason to want to disprove claims that our Jewish
population has grown rather than declined. As I
also noted when I first began writing about this sub-
ject when the results of the NHS were made known
last May, there is a real possibility that there are a
great many individuals whom the Jewish Federation
counts as Jews who did not identify as such in the
NHS. 

But, if someone doesn’t identify as Jewish, either
by way of ethnicity or religion, is it fair to identify
them as Jewish? The obvious implication is that a
great many individuals may have identified them-
selves as Jewish to the Jewish Federation simply to

take advantage of the many levels of assistance that the Jewish
Federation offers to such individuals.

Following is information that I gleaned from census information that
is available to anyone online: 
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More information about the decline in size of our Jewish community

Number of Jews in Winnipeg by ethnic origin

Year 2001* 2006** 2011***

Age group

All age groups combined 14,420 12,210 12,005

0-14 years 2,655 2,060

15-24 years 1,860 1,750

25-44 years 3,225 2,595

45-64 years 3,760 3,420

65 years and over 2,920 2,180****

*Source: 2001 Census of Canada
** Source: 2006 Census (which was only a partial census with a 20% sample group)
***Source: 2011 National Household Survey
**** The 2011 NHS did not include personal care homes,  such as the Simkin Centre.

All age groups 12,760 10,735
Note: There was no question about religion on the 2006 census.

Number of Jews in Winnipeg by religion

“Like North Korea before it, Iran will try
to remove sanctions by offering cosmetic
concessions while preserving its ability to

rapidly build a nuclear weapon at a time of its choosing,” Netanyahu
said. “Israel will welcome a genuine diplomatic solution that truly dis-
mantles Iran’s capacity to develop nuclear weapons, but we will not be
fooled by half-measures that merely provide a smokescreen for Iran’s
continued pursuit of nuclear weapons, and the world will not be fooled
either.”

As in recent years, the U.S.-Iran diplomatic drama commanded cen-
ter stage at the annual September gathering of world leaders at the
United Nations. In his speech, Obama devoted much time to discussing
Iran, expressing his willingness to reach a diplomatic settlement that
would permit the Islamic Republic access to peaceful nuclear energy
while ensuring that it does not acquire a nuclear weapons capability.

“To succeed, conciliatory words will have to be matched by actions
that are transparent and verifiable,” Obama said.

Netanyahu, who is scheduled to meet Obama at the White House on
Sept. 30 — the day before the Israeli leader speaks to the General
Assembly — said he welcomed Obama’s insistence on verifiability.

“I look forward to discussing this with the president in Washington
next week,” Netanyahu said.

Netanyahu’s reference to “half-measures” alludes to a key Israeli con-
cern about any possible deal. Western diplomats reportedly are ready to
allow Iran to carry low levels of uranium enrichment. Israel wants the
enrichment capacity removed completely.

“We insist that the Iranian government meet its responsibilities under
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty and U.N. Security Council resolu-
tions,” Obama said in his speech.

Neither provision includes a total ban on uranium enrichment,
although the Security Council resolutions do call for a suspension of
enrichment pending fuller transparency.

There were signals in Obama’s speech that he was listening to pleas
by Netanyahu for a robust posture ahead of any Iranian deal-making.

The president was explicit that the United States was prepared to use
military force to secure its interests in the Middle East. He also repeat-
edly cautioned against the “development” of nuclear weapons, adopt-
ing an Israeli rhetorical device implying that action to stop a nuclear
weapon could come well before Iran is poised to get one.

In the past, Obama has spoken of keeping Iran from “acquiring” a
weapon.

Still, the administration acknowledged daylight between the Israeli
and U.S. perspectives.

“They’re skeptical of Iranian intentions — which is understandable,
given their history with Iran — but we do see the potential for progress,
certainly more so than we have in the last several years, since we had a
negotiation with them in 2009,” said a senior administration official in
a background briefing, a transcript of which was released Tuesday by the
White House. “And we’re going to test that in the weeks ahead.”

Pro-Israel groups have taken up Netanyahu’s demand, made Sept. 17,
that any diplomatic deal must include an end to enrichment and the
removal of enriched uranium. A memo Monday from the American

Israel Public Affairs Committee called for intensifying sanctions unless
Iran suspends enrichment and removes its already enriched uranium.

In his U.N. speech, Rouhani emphatically embraced the transparency
sought by Obama and, just as emphatically, rejected the idea that Iran
would suspend all uranium enrichment.

“Iran’s nuclear program — and for that matter, that of all other coun-
tries — must pursue exclusively peaceful purposes,” Rouhani said. “I
declare here, openly and unambiguously, that notwithstanding the posi-
tions of others, this has been, and will always be, the objective of the
Islamic Republic of Iran.

“Nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction have no
place in Iran’s security and defense doctrine, and contradict our funda-
mental religious and ethical convictions. Our national interests make it
imperative that we remove any and all reasonable concerns about Iran’s
peaceful nuclear program.”

Achieving a peaceful nuclear program, Rouhani added immediately,
is only possible by accepting Iran’s right to enrichment.

“Nuclear knowledge in Iran has been domesticated now and the
nuclear technology, inclusive of enrichment, has already reached indus-
trial scale,” he said. “It is, therefore, an illusion, and extremely unreal-
istic, to presume that the peaceful nature of the nuclear program of Iran
could be ensured through impeding the program via illegitimate pres-
sures.”

Western diplomats reportedly are ready to accommodate enrichment
at between 3.5 and 5 percent — well short of the 20 percent Iran says
it needs for medical research and the 90 percent required for
weaponization.

Stephen Rademaker, a nuclear negotiator during the President George
W. Bush administration and now a lobbyist with the Podesta Group,
said that given Iran’s past record of obfuscations, any deal that includes
enrichment should be treated with great skepticism.

“In theory, if they enrich only to the 3.5 percent level and respect that,
it could work,” Rademaker said. “But the fear is that if they accumulate
more and more 3.5 percent material and they employ more efficient
centrifuges, then their ability to get close to nuclear weapons state
increases exponentially.”

Israel’s insistence on ending such enrichment is a non-starter, said
Alireza Nader, an Iran expert at the Rand Corp., a think tank with close
ties to the U.S. defense establishment.

But the international community could take steps to limit Iran’s capa-
bility to weaponize its nuclear technology, including limiting the num-
ber of centrifuges operating in the country, removing stockpiles of
enriched uranium from the country and a rigorous inspections regime.

“I don’t think the Iranian regime is bent on assembling weapons no
matter what the cost,” Nader said. “They will not risk the regime’s exis-
tence to do this.”

David Makovsky, an analyst at the Washington Institute for Near East
Policy, a think tank with close ties to both the Obama and Netanyahu
governments, says it makes sense to test Rouhani’s rhetoric.

“We should see if Iran’s urgency to get out under sanctions matches
Israel’s urgency to slow the pace,” he said.

Iran
(Continued from page 1.)



By MYRON LOVE
Despite lingering

questions about its
future, the Gwen
Secter Creative
Living Centre in
north Winnipeg –
along with the Stay
Young Club, its
counterpart at the
Campus – are look-
ing forward to busi-
ness as usual for the
2013-2014 program
year.

“It’s full speed
ahead with all of our
programs,” says
Marilyn Regiec, the
Gwen Secter’s executive director and driving force. “We have our
usual full line-up of fitness, cultural and social programming.”

Regiec’s reports that 80 seniors and more usually attend the centre’s
weekly Wednesday lunch program which also features either a speak-
er or musical entertainment. Tuesdays are bridge group days. One
Thursday per month, the women’s Yiddish reading circle meets. And
there are fitness classes every day geared to older adults.

“We provide for all levels of fitness,” Regiec says. “For those with
mobility issues, we have adaptive fitness classes.” 

The Gwen Secter is also the only facility in Winnipeg that provides
kosher meat meals and kosher meat products for the public. It is from
the Gwen Secter that kosher meals on wheels are picked up and deliv-
ered city wide. The centre also offers kosher catering on or off site.

Regiec reports that the centre’s membership is holding steady at
about 300. “We reach out – in partnership with the Jewish Family and
Child Service – to isolated seniors who can’t get out easily on their
own,” she says. “We work with families to get their parents here. Once
seniors experience what we have to offer, most want to come back.”

New this year for the Gwen Secter is a partnership with the Simkin
Centre – with a grant provided by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
– is a lecture series which will alternate between the two institutions.

The centre also has two new co-presidents in Karen Grant and Nikki
Spigelman who replace Judy Kaplan who left for Toronto this fall.

The elephant in the room remains what is going to happen to the
seniors organization when its lease with the National Council of
Jewish Women expires at the end of May, 2016.

It was the National Council that founded the Golden Age Club, the
Gwen Secter’s predecessor, more than 60 years ago. It was also the
NCJW that bought the former tire store on Main Street at Smithfield
and renovated it to house the Jewish seniors program. And it was the
women’s organization that paid for all of the Gwen Secter’s operating
costs for most of its history.

However, four years ago, the local branch of the NCJW ran into
financial difficulties and was forced to pull its financial support. The
Gwen Secter has stayed afloat through membership fees and dona-
tions, assistance from the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and several.
The problem is that the NCJW wants to put the building up for sale.
As a result of an agreement between Council and the Federation,
NCJW agreed to put off the sale of the building until May, 2016.
Council however can begin shopping the building around next May.
The Gwen Secter will have first option on purchasing the building.

Regiec remains optimistic about the future as evidence by having
recently put in new tables and chairs and planning to replace the
flooring and install more energy efficient lighting throughout the
building.

“We are proud of what we do and look forward to serving older
adults for many years to come,” she says.

She also notes that the Gwen Secter’s annual fundraising tea is
scheduled for the afternoon of Sunday, November 3.

Over at the Asper Jewish Community Campus, the Stay Young Club
has long been the flagship for Jewish seniors programming in south
Winnipeg. The Stay Young Club was formed by a group of seniors at
the Old Y. on Hargrave Street around 30 years ago.

The weekly Tuesday program includes a kosher lunch with a speak-
er or musical entertainment. The club has also spawned the Shalom
Singer Choral Group led by choir director Ian Walker (who succeed-
ed long time choir director Archie Stone).

The Stay Young Club however is just one of several programs that the
Rady Jewish Community Centre offers at the Campus of appeal to
seniors. “We take a holistic approach,” says Gayle Waxman, the
RJCC’s executive director, citing the RJCC’s fast-growing Active Living
Program for Older Adults which is led by Claudia Chernitsky.

Among her exercises classes are Fitness for Active Living, Zumba,
aquasize, dance, yoga, pickleball (a form of tennis) and specialty pro-
grams for seniors limited by arthritis or osteoporosis. 

“Claudia is a great asset,” says Tamar Barr, Assistant Executive
Director at the Rady JCC. “She is very energetic and offers a variety of
programming.“

Waxman notes that the RJCC’s long running Music and Maven’s pro-
gram also appeals to seniors as does Sam Minuk’s ten-week movie
series for seniors, this time featuring ten classic British films highlight-
ing British history.

Waxman reports that about 650 seniors participate in the various
Rady Centre programs. “Seniors enjoy being in the building and being
part of the community,” she says.

l-r MARILYN REGIEC, Gwen Secter execu-
tive director, KAREN GRANT, co-president

Active Living Group in the Garden at the Asper Campus

Seniors exercising at Rady JCC
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Obama to Abbas: Move quickly to final status issues
WASHINGTON (JTA) - President Obama urged Palestinian

Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to advance to final status
issues in his peace talks with Israel. 

“He encouraged President Abbas, as he has [Israeli] Prime
Minister [Benjamin] Netanyahu, to move quickly in those discus-
sions so that the two sides are addressing the final status issues of
security and borders, and refugees, and Jerusalem,” a senior admin-
istration official said in a briefing transcript released by the White
House after the leaders met Tuesday in New York on the sidelines of
the United Nations General Assembly. 

“Again, the point being that we have a window of opportunity
here with direct negotiations, and the quicker that they get to the
hard issues, the greater likelihood there is of success,” the official
said. 

The show of U.S. impatience was a rare window into the peace
talks relaunched in June at the behest of Secretary of State John
Kerry, who imposed a tight stricture on leaks that the parties mostly
have observed. 

Kerry wants a comprehensive deal by the middle of next year. 



The story about that nutbar neighbour in
Tuxedo, Joseph Zielinski, which appeared in
our last issue, elicited a great number of
responses from readers – as I expected that it
would.

On the opposite page you can read a very
interesting letter from an individual who
asked that her name be withheld. Her own
experiences with Zielinski when he was a

neighbour of hers on Campbell Street raise even more questions about
what anyone can do when they find themselves living in close quar-
ters with someone who is not only obnoxious, but occasionally vio-
lent as well.

When I received the e-mail from this individual I asked her in which
courts she had occasion to deal with Zielinski’s awful behaviour
toward her and her family. She responded that it was bylaw court – the
same court in which Zielinski is scheduled to appear next month as a
result of Richard Swyston’s complaints about his violations of noise
bylaws.

So – what can we expect? At best, another fine – not much of a
deterrent, it seems, when you’re dealing with an individual such as
Zielinski.

Yet here we have a man convicted of criminal assault (in the case of
his having attacked his elderly neighbour, Dr. Dominique), and who
has threatened other neighbours – both Richard Swyston and this
other individual, with the apparent intention of driving them both to
leave. I put it to any of our readers: Does anyone have any ideas what
can be done with this guy? Lucky for  Zielinski he didn’t allow his
boulevard grass to grow (unlike that fellow in Island Lakes who refus-
es to mow his boulevard), or else he would have felt the full wrath of
City of Winnipeg bureaucrats descend upon him. (Zielinski, by the
way, has graveled over his entire front and back lawns. He doesn’t
have a boulevard to deal with.)

The question how many Jews there are in this city is one that con-
tinues to preoccupy me. I’ve continued to ask questions of the indi-
vidual at Statistics Canada whom I first contacted in May when the
results of the 2011 National Househld Survey were first published. I’ve
been attempting to establish whether there was some aberration in the
way StatsCan gathered information about ethnic and religious back-
grounds between the 2001 Census and the 2011 NHS that might
account for the apparent decline in our Jewish population here, in full
contradiction of what our Jewish Federation claims. 

So far there doesn’t seem to be any plausible explanation which
might suggest that the information in the 2011 NHS is inaccurate
when it comes to reporting the number of Jews in Winnipeg. The ques-
tions about religion and ethnic background were exactly the same in

2001 and 2011. As I
note in my article on
page 2, however, it is
quite possible that a
large number of indi-
viduals whom the
Jewish Federation
counts as Jewish sim-
ply did not identify as
such in the NHS – for
a variety of reasons.
For instance, it is like-
ly that many young
people will identify as
“Canadian” rather
than any other ethnic
group, but that still
doesn’t explain the
large drop in the
number of Jews from
2001 to 2011. It was
the same question.
Unless, as the
StatsCan representa-
tive wrote to me,
many individuals
changed their minds
about either their reli-
gion or ethnic back-
ground between 2001
and 2011 the fact is
that there are fewer
Jews in Winnipeg, not
more.

What about day care? I
haven’t forgotten about that
issue either. On September
20th, CJOB reported that the
provincial Department of
Family Services was looking
for ideas from the public how
to expand the number of day
care spaces in the province.
This was after the same
department acknowledged
that there is a critical lack of
day care spaces. 

At the same time though,
that department is also insist-
ing that they have created
6,250 day care spaces
province wide in the past five
years. As I’ve also noted in
this paper, I’ve questioned
that figure, asking a
spokesperson from the department to send me a list of where those
spaces are. To date there hasn’t been a response. I feel like Lot in the
Bible asking the Lord if he would spare Sodom if there were but 100
honest men, then 50, then 10, well – you know the rest. 

I should ask the province whether, since they can’t seem to give me
a list of 6,250 day care spaces they’ve created,  can they then  send
me a list of 4,000 spaces, of 2,000 spaces, and so on. So far – again,
no response. (Apparently my sarcasm realy grates on government
bureaucrats.)

Further to the issue of lack of day care spaces though, I should also
mention that I haven’t given up my quest for answers as to why nei-
ther Sir William Osler nor Brock Corydon Schools can accommodate
expanded day care. Apparently I’ve touched a real nerve when it
comes to Brock Corydon with some of the parents – and administra-
tors there. One thing parents never seem to want is more day care
spaces in a school in which their children are enrolled as students –
unless they, themselves need those day care spaces.

I still can’t understand why a school that once held 340 students,
which was the case with Brock Corydon (when the Hebrew Bilingual
program was full to the gills in the 1990s and early 2000s) is now
apparently at capacity when enrolment is down to 218 , which is what
it was at the beginning of this school year. (Last year enrolment was
only 198.) Programs in schools seem to have a habit of expanding no
matter how many studens there may be in those schools.

I’ll have more on Brock Corydon in a future issue, but I’m absolute-
ly exasperated when it comes to William Osler School. There is no
valid reason for the Winnipeg School Division to insist on maintaining
that school purely for immigrants learning English as an Additional
Language. I’m waiting for information from the Federal department,
Citizenship and Immigration Canada,  as to how many other schools
in Winnipeg also offer similar courses and how much CIC funds those
programs.

It seems apparent that the only reason the Winnipeg School Division
insists on maintaining Osler purely to teach EAL is because there is a
great deal of money to be made by doing that. If it were the case that
only the WSD offered EAL programs then I could understand the need
to keep Osler for that purpose, but there are many other schools in
Winnipeg that offer EAL programs. Again – answers from the WSD are
slow in coming and, in this case, aren’t coming at all.

Lovely. 

Here we go again with talk of the Shaarey Zedek and Etz Chayim
merging. This is getting to be a bit of a well-worn story. Of course it
would be a major undertaking if it ever came to paass, but the obsta-
cles are enormous. Again, we’ll have more on this in the next issue.

Finally, as I write this Mayor Katz and Phil Sheegl find themselves in
a “firestorm” yet again - this time over the indelicate dismissal of
Fire/Paramedic Chief Reid Douglas. Last year around this time I called
for both Katz and Sheegl to resign over the firehall controversy and the
Katz-Sheegl business relationship. The paper was subjected to angry
retaliation from Mayor Katz, who no longer conveys holiday greetings
to members of our community in The Jewish Post & News.

As a Jew I am still greatly embarrassed by the dishonour Katz’s and
Sheegl’s ethical lapses reflect upon our community. This latest debacle
is only another sign that when it comes to ethics, both  men are decid-
edly lacking. And Sam, are you still maintaining the pretense that the
Winnipeg Goldeyes have never made a profit so that you don’t have
to repay your $1.1 million debt to the Crocus Fund?

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 2, 2013

Short takes

Editorial/comment

Published every second Wednesday. We
acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada through the Canada
Periodical Fund (CPF) for our publishing
activities.

Subscriptions in Canada
$43.67 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds.  Member
of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Directors
Bernie Bellan
Myron Love

Reuben Potash

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Editor

Office at 
11-395 Berry St. 

Wpg. MB. R3J 1N6

Please send all mail
to above address
Phone: 694-3332
Fax:  694-3916

E-mail:
jewishp@mts.net

By

BERNIE BELLAN



By MYRON LOVE
I simply cannot understand how the New York Times,

the leading newspaper in the city with the largest Jewish
population in the world, can consistently run editorials
that are anti-Israel. Why don’t all their Jewish advertisers
pull their ads? Why don’t most of their Jewish readers
cancel their subscriptions?

The latest example is an opinion piece by one Ian
Lustick. (Ever heard of him before? Me neither.)
According to Wikipedia, Lustick is “an American political
scientist professor at the University of Pennsylvania
whose specialty is on the modern history and politics of
the Middle East. He is a founder and past president of the
Association for Israel Studies. In his 2006 book, Trapped
in the War on Terror, he argued that the War on Terrorism
was initially conceived of by neo-conservatives who were determined
to shift the direction of U.S. foreign policy towards unilateralism.”

As noted by Jonathon Tobin in Commentary Magazine online a few
days ago, Lustick’s basic argument in the New York Times is that,
unless Israel recognizes the Palestinian State (which most of the other
nations in the world already do), “what remains of the Palestinian
authority will disappear. Israel will face the stark challenge of control-
ling economic and political activity and all land and water resources
from the Jordan River to the Mediterranean Sea. The stage will be set
for ruthless oppression, mass mobilization, riots, brutality, terror,
Jewish and Arab emigration and rising tides of international condem-
nation of Israel.”

Tobin continues that Lustick argues that a two-state situation (which
already exists in reality) is impossible. “The sole reason he offers for
thinking it impossible is that the facts on the ground,” noted Tobin,
“from Israeli settlers to Islamic fundamentalism, make such a solution
very difficult. But in defense of the extremely unlikely proposition that
a one-state solution can succeed, he offers numerous examples of out-
comes once thought impossible that have come to pass, from a solu-

tion to the Irish situation to the fall of the Soviet Union.
“In other words, Lustick does not really think a two-

state solution impossible. Instead, he thinks that when
confronted with a choice between two difficult ways for-
ward, one should choose the one that results in the end
of the State of Israel.”

The Times of Israel online paper adds that Lustick
assumes that recent Russian immigrants to Israel and
Israelis whose families originated from Arab countries
would just love living in a state dominated by Palestinian
Arabs.

What fantasy land is he living in?
As I have argued before in this space, there are not just
two states between the Mediterranean and the Jordan
River, but three (Jordan is also largely a Palestinian

state). All that is needed (after the Palestinians decide to stop inciting
hatred against Israel and Jews in general) is for negotiations over bor-
ders. Israel is not required by any UN resolutions to return to the pre-
1967 armistice lines – despite what the uninformed or just plain men-
dacious may claim. UN Resolution 242 calls for Israel to return to
negotiated borders.

The Palestinian Authority, despite its pretences, refuses to negotiate
those borders or give up on the idea that Israel will one day allow itself
to be swamped with the returning descendants of Palestinians who
fled the country in 1948. Even the Palestinian Authority won’t accept
Palestinians currently living in refugee camps in the PA-ruled West
Bank to become citizens of their country.

As for Lustick’s belief that the PA will give up and walk away from
rule of the area, can you really see these crooks giving up their nest
eggs?

And even if the PA leadership should walk away, why assume that
Israel will have to take control? (Actually, while Israel did “occupy”
the West Bank Arabs, Israel provided much better and freer govern-
ment than the PA has and was much less repressive.) It is more likely
that local Palestinian Arabs would fill the vacuum or possibly that
Jordan would step in and take charge as that country did after 1948. 

Equally likely, Hamas would take over (which would be more prob-
lematic for Israel having the intransigent Islamic extremists on both
borders).

In short, there is not going to be any one-state solution.
I certainly hope that Lustick is not truly representative of the major-

ity of members of the “Association for Israel Studies” (but fear that he
probably is).
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Jewish University of Pennsylvania prof displays wishful thinking in
predicting end of Israel, one-state solution

Comment

Further to Tuxedo nutbar
Joe Zielinski was my neighbour on Campbell street and he detest-

ed me and my children and my dogs. Joe was living there before me
and he tried to make my life a living hell. I ended up in court 3
times, and each time the judge sided with me. He admitted to kick-
ing my old dog because he ventured onto his property. He threat-
ened to choke my son because my son touched the stucco on his
home. He called me every name in the book but I would never let
him win. At the end if the day, he moved in the wee hours of the
morning and I stayed for 9 years. He is a horrible man who despis-
es children, single women, and dogs. He should be institutional-
ized. 
name withheld by request

Rabbi Murmur misguided
To paraphrase Shakespeare, methinks Rabbi Marmur doth protest

too much. Mere criticism of Israel is not antisemitic. But Peter
Beinart goes well beyond mere criticism. He has asserted unequiv-
ocally that "It's not the Palestinians who are essentially holding up
the peace process, it is Israel." In short, according to Beinart, Israel
alone is responsible for impeding the progress of peace, a demon-
strably bogus claim. What about the Palestinians insistence on the
right of return and their refusal to recognize the existence of Israel
let alone as a Jewish state? Even Beinart's friend at the New York
times, Thomas Friedman, would recognize Beinart's one-sided
assertion as "singling out Israel for opprobrium out of proportion to
any other party in the Middle East is antisemitic, and not saying so
is dishonest." 

Rabbi Marmur asserts "that Canadian Jewry needs a Peter Beinart"
because he adds something to the debate. Not if he makes false
claims that amount to little more than demonization of the State of
Israel in singling it out for contempt. The Rabbi's reference to
Beinart as being a worthy Jew because he keeps kosher, goes to syn-
agogue regularly, and possibly sends his children to Jewish day
schools, is starkly irrelevant. No, Beinart adds nothing to the dis-
cussion when he is scornful only of Israel. If anything, he has
crossed the line from constructive discourse to hateful rhetoric.
Canadian Jewry needs a Peter Beinart like a fish needs a bicycle.
Mel Fogel, Toronto

Religious freedom motion passes in Ontario
TORONTO (JTA) - A motion introduced

by a Jewish legislator in Ontario to reaf-
firm the Canadian province’s commitment
to religious freedom passed unanimously. 

Monte Kwinter, a veteran Liberal mem-
ber of the Provincial Parliament, intro-
duced the motion as a direct response to a
Quebec proposal that would ban religious
symbols in the workplace. The Ontario
motion passed on Sept. 19. 

Speaking of potential immigrants to
Canada, Kwinter told the Globe and Mail,
“When they hear that one province is
doing something, they assume that
Canada is doing it and it creates a negative
image. People are saying is that going to happen in Ontario? And all
we’re trying to do is reassure them that we would not support any-
thing that would in any way put our ethnic communities, our cul-
tural communities at risk in the way they’re being put at risk in
Quebec.” 

The Quebec proposal includes a ban on religious headwear -
including yarmulkes, hijabs and turbans, as well as visible crucifix-
es - by public and quasi-public employees. Critics say the plan is
xenophobic and racist. 

The Ontario motion said the province “should oppose any legisla-
tion that would restrict or prohibit people’s freedom of expression
and religion in public places and affirms that Ontario greatly values
our diverse population and the social, cultural and economic con-
tributions they make to help our society thrive.” 

Ontario Conservative leader Tim Hudak said governments have no
right to dictate to people how and when they can express their reli-
gious beliefs.” 

LETTERS

MONTE KWINTER
Liberal Member of
Ontario Provincial

Parliament

Prof. IAN LUSTICK



It has been two
years since breast
cancer claimed the
life of Sherri Cogan
Gall, just short of her
45th birthday, leaving
behind her husband,
Ron; sons, Daniel
and Noah; parents
Harvey and Nessie;

and brother Allan and sister-in-law, Shawna.
“Our family will never be the same,” says

Nessie Cogan. “I think about Sherri every
day. She suffered for four years.”

Cogan wanted to do something to honour
Sherri’s memory. That something is “Sherri’s
Angels”, one of the newest entries in the
Canadian Breast Cancer Foundation CIBC
annual “Run for the Cure”, scheduled this
year for Sunday, October 6.

Cogan notes that the “Run for the Cure”
has been taking place yearly in Winnipeg
since 1996. Last year, participants raised a
record $1,011,262, bringing the Winnipeg
total close to $11 million.

The grieving mother made her decision to
enter the run a few months back while win-
tering in Palm Springs. “Harvey immediately agreed to walk with me,”
Cogan says. “Allan and Shawna and the kids also volunteered to join
me.”

She went online to find out how to enter and has put together a team
that so far numbers 24 people. As of September 19, Sherri’s Angels had

raised $3,500 –
with more than
two weeks to go.

“We have been
overwhelmed by
the response,”
Cogan says.
“Sherri’s friends
say that it is an
honour to run for
Sherri. I am par-
ticularly gratified
that Ron and
Sherri’s sons,
Daniel and Noah,
are also running-

with us. It is very
emotional for them.”

Sherri Cogan Gall was a physiotherapist at Concordia Hospital for
most of her working life. She had just joined the staff of the Jewish
Child and Family Service when her condition was diagnosed.

“Sherri touched a lot of lives,” her mother notes.

For readers who may want to support Sherri’s Angels, go to
www.runforthecure.com, click on Donate Now, and search for the
team name.

* * *
Aida Strocovsky is using her love of baking to help raise money for

cancer research. Anyone who contributes to “Bike for the Fight” (BFF)
or the Israel Cancer Research Fund (ICRF) can contact Strocovsky and
order from her a free challah, apple pie or knishes.

As reported a few weeks back in The Jewish Post & News, “Bike for
the Fight” is an initiative launched last year by young Israeli Tom Peled
to raise money in North America for the Israel Cancer Research Fund
by cycling across a wide expanse of the continent. 

(The ICRF is a North American organization that gives grants to top
Israeli cancer researchers. Founded in
1975 by a group of Canadian and
American researchers, oncologists and
laypeople committed to the growth and
development of cancer research in Israel.
Since its inception, the ICRF has provided
more than 2,000 grants totalling about $50
million to cancer research in Israel.)

Last year, Peled, who lost his father to
cancer a couple of years ago, cycled right
across America – from Los Angeles to New
York. This year, he kicked off his trek in
Winnipeg and then cycled from Toronto
down the east coast to Washington, D.C.

Strocovsky became involved through her
daughter, Alma, who made aliyah two
years ago and is dating the Israeli cyclist.
Strocovsky started her own incentive pro-
gram when Peled was in Winnipeg in
August.

“So far, I have had close to 20 friends call
me to take me up on my offer,” the
Argentinian-born psychotherapist reports.
“I have always enjoyed baking, and espe-
cially baking challahs.”

She reports that Peled has raised over
$60,000 so far.

She notes that readers who want to
donate to the ICRF can click onto the orga-
nization’s website. Then, you can call Aida
at 204 955-8688 and order your challah.

NESSIE COGAN with photo of daughter,
SHERRI COGAN GALL

AIDA STROCOVSKY with one of her apple
pies she is baking for supporters of Tom
Peled’s Bikeathon for Israel cancer
Researcher Fund.
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Myron Love
Mother honours daughter’s memory through Sherri’s Angels “Run for the Cure” team

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically
Dependent Persons and Significant Others
(www.jac-sweb.org<http://www.jac-
sweb.org/), is a voluntary mutual-help
group dedicated to: helping develop and
sustain recovery from alcoholism or
addiction in a nurturing and safe environ-
ment, promoting knowledge and under-
standing of alcoholism and chemical
dependency as it involves the Jewish
community, and acting as a resource to
the Jewish community to address the
effects of alcoholism and chemical
dependency. Weekly support meetings
with a “Jewish twist” assist in comple-
menting other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

Worried about your 
drinking or using?

We’re here because we’ve been there. 

EVERY WEDNESDAY,  7:30 PM

204 478-8591 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

  

 

 

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE



Frishman Beach Tel Aviv

Jerusalem’s Ben Yehuda Blvd.
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Record number of Canadians 
visit Israel in August

Toronto, Canada - September 23, 2013: August 2013 set a new all-
time high for Canadian tourism to Israel with the arrival of 6,106 trav-
elers, an 8% increase compared to the same period last year.

Approximately 2.3 million travelers from around the world arrived
in Israel between January and August 2013, a 7% increase compared
to 2011 and 6% more than 2010.

“We are thrilled to have seen an increase in Canadian tourism to
Israel last month despite recent regional turmoil,” said Ami Allon,
Consul for Tourism,
Israel Government
Tourist Office -
Canada. “And we
look forward to
welcoming many
more first-time and
return travelers to
Israel this year to
explore our coun-
try’s stunning
assortment of his-
toric sites, modern
attractions and nat-
ural landscapes.

El AL Israel
Airlines and Air
Canada currently
offer daily nonstop
service from
Toronto to Tel Aviv’s
Ben Gurion
I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Airport with con-
nections available
from major
Canadian cities
coast to coast. 

The Rady JCC and National Council of Jewish
Women present Women’s Health Series

Health Benefits from Eating Organic
Small changes that can make a big difference

With Sarah Morry, Dietician/Nutritionist
The Rady JCC and the National Council of Jewish Women are

pleased to follow the success of last year’s Women’s Health Series
with Health Benefits from Eating Organic with Sarah Morry, dieti-
cian/nutritionist at the Rady JCC. The program will take place on
Thursday, October 17, at 7:30 pm in the adult lounge at the Rady
JCC. 

Sarah Morry, is a Registered Dietitian. She received her Bachelor
of Human Ecology with a major in Foods and Nutrition in 1988
from the University of Manitoba and completed her internship in
1989 at the Health Sciences Centre where she obtained her status
as Registered Dietitian. She began her private practice subse-
quently, and has been in private practice for more than 20 years.
As well as having a private practice, Sarah has worked at the
Sharon Home (now the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre) and at the
Misericordia Health Centre as an out-patient dietitian. 

“I do a lot of education on healthy eating and weight reduction.
I also see a lot of individuals with hypertension (high blood pres-
sure) and hypercholesterolemia (high cholesterol),” says Morry,
“There seems to be an increase in my clients requesting gluten free
diets – for a variety of reasons as well as clients with gastrointesti-
nal issues. I have been asked to talk about organic foods and their
nutritional benefits as well as the top things people can do to
improve their diets which will make them feel better.” 

The Rady JCC is Winnipeg’s leading fitness and cultural facility
open to all. An extensive array of sports, recreation & fitness pro-
grams for children, youth, adults and older adults, coupled with a
broad spectrum of cultural, social and educational programs
offered in a welcoming atmosphere truly make the Rady JCC
everyone’s “home away from home”.

“The Women’s Health Series was a huge success last year and
we are thrilled to be partnering with the National Council of
Jewish Women to provide this programming for our community,”
says Rady JCC Assistant Executive Director Tamar Barr. “Our next
program will tackle aging skin with dermatologist Marni Wiseman,
so keep a look out for more in this series!”

The National Council of Jewish Women of Canada is a voluntary
organization which, in the spirit of Judaism, is dedicated to fur-
thering human welfare in the Jewish and general communities
locally, nationally and internationally. Through an integrated pro-
gram of education, service and social action, the organization
helps to fulfill unmet needs and to serve the individual and the
community.

Everyone is welcome to this informative event. Tickets are avail-
able by calling the Rady JCC or on-line at www.radyjcc.com –
Click on Ticket Central. Tickets are can also be purchased through
the National Council of Jewish Women – Winnipeg Section office
at 204-339-7291 or by email at ncjwws@shaw.ca



By BERNIE BELLAN
“It is imperative to find people on the other

side who are just as committed to finding
non-violent methods of conflict resolution
as we are.”

That was how noted human rights activist
Vivian Silver described one of the goals she
has spent the better part of her life pursuing
in various roles.

Silver, who grew up in Winnipeg the
daughter of Ros and the late Myer Silver, is
an eloquent and impassioned speaker who
can deliver a compelling address without
having to resort to any sort of a script.

On Monday, September 23, Silver was the
special guest speaker at a meeting organized
by Merrill Shulman, who is the lone
Winnipeg representative on the board of the
New Israel Fund. With about 20 people in
attendance, Shulman outlined the goals of
the NIF which, he noted, are focused on five
areas relating to programs in Israel:
Womens’ rights; civil and human rights; reli-
gious pluralism; social and economic jus-
tice; and Canadian outreach and education.

Founded 30 years ago the New Israel Fund
has played an active role in developing a
more modern form of “liberal Zionism”,
according to Shulman. While the goals of
the NIF are determinedly liberal, unlike other leftist organizations that
attempt to appeal to Jews of that political stripe, the NIF is strongly in
support of maintaining Israel as a Jewish state. 

It is within that context that Silver gave a
sweeping overview of the many battles that
human rights activists in Israel in general, and
the organization of which she is co-executive
director in particular – The Negev Institute for
Strategies of Peace and Development
(NISPED), are waging these days.

Silver, who was winner of the 2011 Victor
Goldberg Institute of International Education
Prize for Peace in the Middle East and was list-
ed by Ha’aretz as one of Israel’s ten most influ-
ential Anglo-Israelis, made aliyah in 1974
when she was a founding member of the
reconstituted Kibbutz Gezer along with 37
other individuals – almost all of whom were
Americans who had roots either in the peace
or women’s movements, she noted.

In the 1980s she worked for a time for the
fledgling New Israel Fund. Her job, she says,
was “to check out various organizations to see
whether they were worthy of the grants they
were receiving.”

Some of those organizations included “reli-
gious pluralists” and “black panthers” (an
organization representing Israelis of Sephardic
origin, not blacks from American ghettos).

In time Silver moved on to the work with
which she is involved at the present moment
with NISPED. Her focus now, she explains, is

on “Arab-Jewish work – shared society building”.
“Peace and human development are inseparable in situations of

conflict,” Silver argued. As a result her organization spends most of its
time and energy on specific micro projects, such as teaching Bedouin
women new skills and bringing emergency medicine to Bedouin vil-
lages.

Silver proudly points to one specific success story that typifies the
formula that she and her co-workers employ in attempting to bring
some level of economic and social benefit to groups within Israeli
society that are at the very bottom rung of the socio-economic ladder.
In one Bedouin village the women of that village are now employed
producing 6,000 hot meals a day as part of the government’s hot lunch
program. The women already had the necessary skills to do the job,
Silver explained. It was a matter of developing a program that would
fit their skills with a need that had been left unfilled.

“It’s capacity building of people who are given the gift to see them-
selves in their full potential,” is how Silver described that particular
program.

Until the Second Intifada began in 2000 NISPED was also heavily
involved in the Gaza Strip as well. “Organizations like ours started
developing relationships in the Gaza Strip seeing the possibility of
working things out without wars,” Silver related. Unfortunately that
has all come to a crashing halt, as it has with other similar projects on
the West Bank.

While Silver told her listeners on the 23rd that she was more inter-
ested in discussing the situation within Israel insofar as it relates to the
marginalization of such groups as the Bedouins in particular and
Arabs in general, she did offer some comments about the state of atti-
tudes held by most Israelis and Arabs these days.

“The situation between the Jewish majority and the Arab minority in
Israel is ‘charged’”, she observed. There is “rampant racism” on the
part of most Jews toward Arabs.

That situation will not improve so long as both sides insist on refer-
ring to long-held and incompatible “narratives’. “We must accept the
fact that we have two separate narratives” and move on from there,
she argued.

“It doesn’t matter what happened in 1948. We have to move for-
ward. How do we create a joint narrative – where we live side by side
with full and equal rights for all?” Silver asked.

With that in mind, while Silver was not willing to dismiss Arab ter-
rorism as a very real concern, she also wanted people to be aware
how rampant “Jewish terrorism” is as well.

“There is continued small scale terror on both sides,” she noted. For
example, she pointed to the frequent attacks upon Israeli soldiers by
extremist religious Jewish youths on the West Bank, not to mention
attacks by those same youths on Arab inhabitants there.” 

Those attacks, according to Silver, go “largely unreported” in Israeli
media.

VIVIAN SILVER: “It is imperative to find
people on the other side who are just as
committed to finding non-violent methods
of conflict resolution as we are.”
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Celebrated Israeli human rights activist (and former Winnipegger)
Vivian Silver discusses her work

Continued on page 9. See “Vivian Silver”.



“The biggest problem on the West
Bank is Jewish youth being out of con-
trol who attack Arabs and the (Israeli)
army because there is no

authority…Ironically Abbas stopped the terror coming from the
Palestinian side”, but when it comes to condemning Jewish terror, we
say there’s no terror.”

Turning to the subject of democracy and human rights, Silver
remarked that she doesn’t know how many times individuals purport-
ing to defend Israel as a true democracy have come up to her and said:
“But we have Arab members of the Knesset,” to which Silver said she
always responds: “Yes, but they have no power.” (“Also”, she lament-
ed, those Arab MKs “don’t deal with their own communities” in Israel,
choosing instead to focus their attention on Israel-Palestine relations.)

“Until we change the perception that that is a ‘win-lose’ situation,”
Silver said, “we’re not going to move forward.”

“If we are citizens of the same country we should be looking out for
each other,” she added.

Despite her reluctance to discuss relations between the Israeli and
Palestinian governments, Silver did offer some observations, including
this thought about the continued radicalization of Palestinians on the
West Bank: “What’s radicalized is not their position but their tactics.”

Silver pointed to the almost complete collapse of what were once
promising joint projects of economic and social development on the
West Bank that involved Arabs and Jews working together. Those
“joint projects are threatened by Palestinian radicals. Until there is a
peace treaty and a halt to settlements they (Arabs and Jews) aren’t
going to work together.”

“But what are the chances of a peace agreement being reached?”,
Silver was asked.

“We don’t know whether Bibi Netanyahu is prepared to make any
compromises” toward peace, she said. (Ed. Note: I can just see Myron
Love sitting down right now to dash off a comment in which he exco-
riates Silver for putting the onus on Netanyahu to make compromis-
es.)

Silver said she was “pessimistic about peace because our prime min-
ister is not willing to pay the price” and because “we have it too good
in Israel right now.”

Yet, the long term outlook for Israel is gloomy indeed, Silver sug-
gested, as defenders of democratic rights find themselves increasingly
under siege. She implored liberal Zionists to rally to the cause of
maintaining democratic rights in Israel through such organizations as
the New Israel Fund. Otherwise, given current trends, she warned,
“what’s scary is when we talk about a Jewish state that’s no longer
democratic.”

“The situation between the Jewish majority and
the Arab minority in Israel is ‘charged’”, she

observed. There is “rampant racism” on the part
of most Jews toward Arabs.
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Continued from page 8.
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Watchdog clears U.K. university of anti-Israel grading bias
(JTA) - An English review board rejected bias complaints by an

Israeli student against the University of Warwick but recommended
the university apologize for being “insufficiently flexible.” 

“The complaint is partly justified,” the Office of the Independent
Adjudicator, England’s body for reviewing student complaints,
wrote in its recommendation last month on how to handle the 2012
complaint by Smadar Bakovic, an Israeli master’s student, against
her former thesis supervisor, Nicola Pratt. 

The adjudicator’s office recommended the university apologize to
Bakovic and compensate her $1,600 for not providing a new super-
visor as she requested. 

In arguing that Pratt was biased, Bakovic cited Pratt’s outspoken
views “against Israel, and with the people of Gaza and the West
Bank,” as stated in a petition cosigned by Pratt in 2009. 

The adjudicator’s office rejected the claims by Bakovic that Pratt
had displayed bias in grading the thesis of the international relations
student. 

“We are not persuaded that there is sufficient evidence to estab-
lish that Professor [Pratt] was biased because of the views that she
held,” the office wrote. 

Pratt gave Bakovic a grade of 62 points out of 100 and wrote that
Bakovic tended to “adopt Israeli/Zionist narratives as though they
were uncontested facts.” 

In a blind regrade requested by Bakovic, a second marker graded
the thesis “only slightly higher” than Pratt, the adjudicator’s office
noted in its recommendation. 

San Diego State instructor labels Israel ‘Palestine’ on class map
(JTA) - An Arabic-language instructor at San Diego State University

handed out a map of the Middle East that identified Israel as
“Palestine.” 

The map handed out by lecturer Ghassan Zakaria on the second
day of classes earlier this month was meant to highlight Arabic-
speaking countries, according to the student newspaper The Daily
Aztec. 

Following complaints from students and the local community,
Zakaria redistributed the map substituting a handwritten Israel label. 

Arabic program director Ghada Osman told The Aztec that no stu-
dents had dropped the course following the controversy and that
Zakaria did not hear complaints directly from any students in his
Arabic 101 classes. 

Zakaria told the newspaper that the map was not meant to be a
political statement, but that it was meant to illustrate Arabic speak-
ing countries. Up to 20 percent of Israelis speak Arabic. 
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This year’s winner of the Mina Rosner
Human Rights Essay Award is Gray
Academy student Raphael (Rafi) Hoult. 

Hoult was presented with his award at
a ceremony held at the Asper Campus on
September 24. Following is Hoult’s essay:

Forged Anew
By RAPHAEL HOULT

Why is the Holocaust, and the study
thereof, relevant today?

The study of the Holocaust by the youth
of today, as well as the comprehension
and understanding of the Holocaust by
the youth of today, is vitally important,
and highly relevant to the Jewish commu-
nity of Winnipeg, Canada, and the World.
In order to understand why, however, one
must look back upon the impact the
Holocaust had upon Jewish culture.

At the end of the Holocaust, there was a
mass exodus of Jews from Europe, as
those who had lived could, for the most
part, not bear to live with the ghosts of the
dead. So they left; for Australia, for
Argentina, for Israel, for America, and for Canada. They arrived in
these new places, these new worlds, and they began to build new
lives.

Some left Judaism, some remained. Yet, in either case, in time, they
had children. Those children grew up in an age of rebellion; the hip-
pies, femlib, the sexual revolution. With a culture of rebellion comes
familial dissent, and with dissent comes revolt. There were many
exceptions to this, but many children of the survivors who remained
with Judaism turned away. So, a generation broke away from main-
stream Judaism, all three major movements suffering almost equally.

Some found their way back in later years. Many did not. And when
they became old enough, these children, these baby boomers, also
had children. It was either Generations X or Y, depending on how long
the children of survivors waited to have children. These children
would have only one connection to Judaism; their grandparents, who
maintained their religion.

When they are gone, who will remain?
In the Chumash, there is a section about four children; the wise

child, the contrary child, the simple child, and the child who does not
even know how to ask. In an analogy that was first pointed out by the
Lubavitcher Rebbe, the four children correspond to the four genera-
tions of Jews in North America.

The wise child is the survivor, coming across from Europe; war-torn,
bedraggled, half-dead, but so very, very alive. The wise child is fully
connected to Judaism, fully Jewish, with all the burden and joy that
comes with that identity. The survivor is the first generation.

The contrary child is the rebellious teenager that casts away Judaism
for a life of secularism, leaving the trappings of their parents’ religion
behind as though it were dust in the wind. They will have nothing to
do with Judaism; it is the ‘opiate of the masses’, and so is not worth
their time. The rebel is the second generation.

And then the third generation is the Simple Child. Their connection
to the religion of their forefathers is all but severed. All but one single,
golden thread has been cut by their parents. The only thing they know
is that they are Jewish, but they do not know what that means. All they
know of Judaism is what they learned from their grandparents when
they were small. They have no sense of tradition, but only a faint sense
of something missing. They go to synagogue on the high holidays, but
they’re not sure why. This is the third generation.

This is not our future.
This is our past.
North American Jewry is at a critical transition point. The Simple

child, the lost generation, are having children now, and it is vital that
the chain be forged anew, before it grows so weak that it breaks. The
fourth generation will have no grandparents to show them what Jewish
Culture, or the religion, is. In fact, they will be so far removed from
Judaism that they will not even know how to ask a question. In
essence, they are the fourth and final child.

This should be prevented, or at least, limited, at all costs, as it spells
the death of Judaism in North America, and, eventually, the destruc-
tion of a people. The phrase “killing us softly” has never been more
true than it is today. There is only one thing that can re-forge the chain
that tethers these individuals to Judaism.

They must learn what it means to be Jewish.
In any fight against ignorance, or against racism, or against conver-

sion, or against assimilation, the primary line of defence is education.
In order to stop them being ignorant of their religion, and eventually

assimilating into the masses, the fourth child
must be taught. They must learn what their par-
ents and grandparents never taught them, what
they refused or were incapable of teaching. They
must become Jewish once more.

The primary link they have to this far off dream
is their great-grandparents, who are either very
old, or dead. Either way, the chance for the com-
munication of information is likely minimal or
non-existent. Dead men, or women, tell no tales.
Thus, these grandchildren are forced to learn
from their great-grandparents through their expe-
riences, their lives. If they are going to learn how
their ancestors lived, they must learn what they
lived through.

This is the only way that the fourth generation
can reconnect with the first. They must learn
about the lives they led, and what happened in
their lives. And for the vast majority of those
ancestors, the defining event of their life was the
Holocaust. It shaped the rest of their lives, and
led to them deciding whether to convert, become
atheist, become non-religious, or become even
more religious. If one is studying the life of a per-
son with the goal of living the way they did,

studying the event, or series of events, that shaped their life is an
important facet of the research.

This brings the topic around to the primary point: is the Holocaust,
and the studying thereof relevant in the modern day and age, more
than sixty years after the Holocaust ended? Is it still necessary for peo-
ple to study closely the events of the past when they are, from the
modern perspective, a long way away, buried in the pages of history?

The answer is a resounding yes.
The study of the Holocaust is needed because it connects the youth

of today, many of whom only have a dim concept at best of what
“Judaism” is, to the lives and ways of their ancestors. It connects them
to a particular heritage, a heritage of which they can be proud, a peo-
ple to whom they can point and say, “I am a Jew”.

They must learn of the triumphs of our people, and they must learn
of the years when we were nearly destroyed. If we are to preserve our
future, we must look to our past. Our children are our future, and to
preserve the Jew left in them, they must look to their Jewish history.

Another reason that the fourth generation must study the Holocaust
is because of the causes behind it; the subtle eddy and sway of hatred,
the oily black tar of destruction. If they are seen as Jewish, there will
be people, a disproportionate number of people, who will despise
them simply for that fact. If someone is hated for something they can-
not control, they will either break down, or hold strong.

It is difficult to hold strong when you lack the bedrock of your fore-
fathers before you, the bedrock upon which they stood  and attached
themselves in order to weather the storm that threatened to tear them
away into the void. If that same typhoon were to start again, those
without that bedrock, that knowledge and faith in a Jewish nation,
would be swept away by that shadowy wind.

So it is necessary that, if our children are to return, in truth, to
Judaism, they must understand where they come from, who they
come from, and what became of the proud tradition that was and is
B’nai Yisrael. They must understand why there are those that hate us,
why there are those who seek to murder us, and why there are those
who would like nothing better than to see the Jewish people wiped
from the pages of history, gone like ash in the wind.

The Holocaust is a connection, and a vital one at that, to the Judaism
of the past. As time progresses, those connections grow weaker, and
the bonds fray, and fray, and fray, until finally, one day, they will snap.
As survivors grow old and world-weary, they will die, and then there
will be no one left to tell the fourth generation of what there used to
be.

There is not little time. There is no time. Survivors are becoming few
and far between. Within the next few decades, the number of sur-
vivors will dwindle to numbers similar to that of World War I veterans
now. In time, they will be gone. There will be no one to stand up at
Holocaust deniers’ conferences and say, “I was there”. No one to
struggle with memories at a memorial service. No one to whom it is
not just words.

No one to teach a new generation what it means to live. No one to
teach a lost child that she is part of a proud, five-thousand year old tra-
dition that stretches back to unrecorded times. No one to reach out
and forge a new chain from the wretched remains of the tarnished
steel of the past. No one to pass on the flame. No one left to teach.

And when there is no one left to teach, there will be no one left to
learn.

Rafi Hoult being presented with Mina
Rosner Award Sept. 24 (l-r): CECIL ROSNER
(Mina Rosner’s son), RAFI HOULT and
BELLE JARNIEWSKI (Chair, Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre)
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The Nine-Point Circle
You’d see him

around campus,
sometimes striding
purposefully into
the faculty building,
sometimes just
standing there in the
student lounge, but
always alone. He

had those thick coke-bottle eyeglasses and a
penchant for long black trenchcoats. He was-
n’t a student and he wasn’t a exactly a pro-
fessor either, but they still gave him his own
office. He certainly earned his keep in terms
of research and publications…but a faculty
appointment? Not likely. Much as they
respected or even were intimidated by his
intellect, he somehow didn’t quite fit in. Not
that he would have really fit in anywhere
else…

I’m sure the great majority of former U of M
students of all ages who are reading this arti-
cle recognize who I’m talking about, even if
they don’t know him by name. Except...half
of you probably think I’m talking about Barry
Wolk, and half of you think I’m talking about
Eddy Lipsett. Yes, there are two of them...one,
in law, and one in Mathematics, and they are
Jewish Geniuses of a certain unmistakeable
type. Perhaps on occasion the Christian
world produces its own Eddys and Barrys, but
if so, I haven’t met them yet. 

I hope both of them will forgive me for
exaggerating the similarities between them,
which I confess to having done for dramatic
purposes. Of course they are really two very
different people, with their own individual
stories that I don’t really know much about,
nor do I have their permission to tell, so I’m
not going to say much more about them. But
if it’s not too presumptuous of me, I’ve always
felt a kind of cosmic connection to them,
almost as though we three are part of what
Lionel Boyd Johnson famously called a
karass. Or perhaps I’m mistaken and I’ve sim-
ply identified a grandfalloon…who knows? (If
you don’t know what I’m talking about, I sug-
gest you google the religion of Bokonism.) 

I’ve known Barry longer than I’ve known
Eddy, because my involvement with math
goes back a lot farther than my involvement
with the Law. 

He once
gave a lecture
that I attended
on something
called the
Nine Point
Circle, a
s e e m i n g l y
c l a s s i c a l
result of the
a n c i e n t
G r e e k s
except for the
surprising fact that it wasn’t actually discov-
ered until 1822. Barry’s talk was a tour de
force in which he proved the existence of the
circle in three very different ways. It never
occurred to me until this moment, but what a
shame that I never invited him on my TV
show, because then I could be posting him on
YouTube. As they say, it’s the world’s loss.

I run into Barry nowadays at the downtown
library, where I often go to meet my own pri-
vate students. Last month we were trying to
show that for any quadrilateral inscribed in a
circle, the angles add up to 360 degrees. We
started by putting four points around the cir-
cumference and connecting them with

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
From a scholar of Yiddish I became a community leader. In the Gray Academy I have

many students who come to me saying Sholem Aleichem and singing their most beloved
song “Bulbes”. At the Shaftesbury Home  a group of about 20 seniors meet once a month
to read Yiddish literature with me. How do I bridge the gap between the seniors reading
Yiddish literature and the younger generation who only knows Bulbes? At theShaftesbury
we read a story by Avrom Sutzkever who believed he had thepoetic power to bring back
to life the Jews of Vilna who perished in the Holocaust. I am not a Sutzkever but I hope I
have some power here in Winnipeg and I do believe in miracles. Do I have a choice?

The Nine Point Circle

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 17. See “Marty Green”.



The Rady JCC is thrilled to be presenting the fourth annual Tarbut:
Festival of Jewish Culture. This year’s Festival will feature world-
renowned musicians, award-winning authors, films and a special art
exhibit showcasing the best of Jewish culture. We are also excited to
welcome McNally Robinson Booksellers as our official supplier for
our Jewish Book Fair. Be sure to stop into the Book Fair and check out
the incredible array of Jewish books, gifts, Chanukah supplies and
more. 

“From visual arts, to music to literature and films we are thrilled to
have the opportunity to showcase the incredible artistic talents found
in our community and beyond at Tarbut”, says Assistant Executive
Director Tamar Barr. “Every year our programming grows thanks to the
support of the Community and Winnipeg’s love for arts and culture.” 
Saturday, November 16, 8:00 p.m.
In Tribute to Barbra Streisand

Headlined and coordinated by torch-voiced Heitha Forsyth, this

concert will feature the well-known Broadway and jazz songs from
Barbra’s early career through to the pop and contemporary hits of her
career as it developed over time. Featuring ten stellar Winnipeg musi-
cians Will Bonness (piano), Karl Kohut (bass), Rob Siwik (drums), Paul
Balcain (tenor sax), Andrew Littleford (trumpet), Todd Martin (mel-
lophone/flugel horn), Kristopher Ulrich (guitar), with backup vocals:
David Grenon, Brooke Wylie, Joanna Majoko. Prepare to leave the
theatre singing!
Sunday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.
The Ballad of the Weeping Spring / Balada Le’aviv Ha’bohe (film)

Torn apart by tragedy, a legendary band reunites to play an emo-
tional final concert in the captivating feature The Ballad of the
Weeping Spring, a stylized homage to spaghetti westerns and samurai
epics, shot entirely in Israel but set in a mythical time and place.
Tawila brings together his old musician buddies to grant the last wish-
es of a dying friend, while healing his own tortured soul.

Monday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.
The Matchmaker (film)

Arik, a teenage boy growing up in Haifa,
Israel in 1968, gets a job working for Yankele
Bride, a matchmaker. Yankele, a mysterious
Holocaust survivor, has an office in back of a
movie theatre that shows only love stories,
run by a family of seven Romanian dwarves
in the seedy area by the port. Nominated for
seven Israeli Academy Awards, 2010. Avi
Nesher’s latest film mixes comedy with
drama as it tells a coming-of-age story unlike
any you’ve ever seen before.
Tuesday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.
Omer Avital Quintet

Omer Avital, hailed by the LA Times as “a
pioneer in combining jazz with myriad world
music elements,” is a composer, a virtuosic
bassist, and an active force on the world
music scene for well over a decade. Born and
raised in Israel to parents of Yemenite and
Moroccan descent, Avital was awarded the
Prime Minister’s Award in 2008, the most
prestigious distinction for artists in Israel.
Joined in Winnipeg by jazz superstars, Greg
Tardy, (saxophone), Yonatan Avishai (piano),
Eli Degibri (saxophone), and Daniel
Freedman (drums).
Wednesday, November 20, 7:30 p.m.
NBC News Correspondent Martin Fletcher:
Jacob’s Oath, A Novel

Martin Fletcher was the NBC Middle East
correspondent and the Tel Aviv Bureau Chief
for more than three decades. In his new
novel, Jacob’s Oath, the National Jewish
Book Award-winner, has taken the deepest
lesson he learned in his career as a foreign
correspondent and has applied it to fiction.
Fletcher has won five Emmy Awards for his
work on the first and then second Palestinian
uprisings, the horrors of the wars in Rwanda
and Kosovo, and then for his story on trauma
medicine in Israel. His previous books
include The List, Walking Israel, and Breaking
News. 
Thursday, November 21, 7:30 p.m.
Nancy Richler, The Imposter Bride

Nancy Richler’s first novel, Throwaway
Angels, was short listed for the 1997 Arthur
Ellis Award for Best First Crime Novel and her
second novel, Your Mouth Is Lovely, won the
2003 Canadian Jewish Book Award for fic-
tion. Her most recent Novel, The Imposter
Bride is the 2013 Canadian Jewish Book
Award winner for Fiction, was short listed for
the 2012 Giller Prize, was one of the Globe
and Mail Best Books of the Year and an
Editor’s Choice book in the New York Times
Book Review. Join her in conversation with
Thin Air’s Charlene Deihl. 
Saturday, November 23, 8:00 p.m.
Israel Brass Quintet

The Israel Brass Quintet, founded in 1998,
is comprised of five professional musicians
who are graduates of the finest schools in
Israel. All of the musicians have served either
in the Israeli Defense Forces ( IDF ) Army
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In Tribute to Barbra Streisand
10 Winnipeg musicians headlined by Heitha Forsyth

Saturday, November 16, 8:00 p.m.

The Ballad of the Weeping Spring
Sunday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.

The Matchmaker
Monday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.

Omer Avital Quintet
Israeli jazz superstars

Tuesday, November 19, 7:30 p.m.

NBC Special News Correspondent & Author 
Martin Fletcher

featuring Jacob’s Oath: A Novel
Wednesday, November 20, 7:30 p.m.

Author Nancy Richler
Giller Prize Finalist, The Imposter Bride

Thursday, November 21, 7:30 p.m.

Israel Brass Quintet
Granada to Jerusalem with 5 symphony musicians

Saturday, November 23, 8:00 p.m.

The Magic of Brass:
A Family Chanukah Concert

This concert is interactive!
Sunday, November 24, 1:00 p.m.

Visual Art Exhibit
featuring Elena El

Saturday, Nov. 16 – Sunday, Nov. 24

The Jewish Bookfair
Gifts, books, music and more!

Tickets/Info: 204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com
Rady JCC I Berney Theatre I Asper Jewish Community Campus I 123 Doncaster Street

Omer Avital

At The Forks by Elena ElMartin FletcherNancy RichlerIsrael Brass QuintetHeitha Forsyth, In Tribute to Barbra Streisand

The Rady JCC presents the Fourth annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture
November 16-24, 2013

Continued on page 13. See “Tarbut”.



Band or the Israeli Air Force Band as
soloists, and musical arrangers. This con-
cert features an outstanding repertoire
ranging from Monteverdi to popular

Israeli tunes and they do it all with a sense of humour. Never has the
brass been so much fun!!
Sunday, November 24, 1:00 p.m.
The Magic of Brass: A Family Chanukah Concert

Fasten your seatbelts, pay close attention, and take a deep breath as
you take off on a thrilling journey through the history of music. You
will witness battles and ritual rites, visit kings castles and palaces, par-
ticipate in ceremonies and balls and even feast with knights. Suitable
for all ages from pre-schoolers to senior citizens. Chanukah songs
included! This concert is interactive- you have been warned!
Saturday, November 16-Sunday, November 24
Visual Arts exhibit featuring Elena El

Elena El is a fine artist specializing in Winnipeg cityscapes. Elena
studied classic drawing and painting at the College of Fine Arts
(Odessa, Ukraine) and graduated from Academy of Design (Haifa,
Israel). She has illustrated more than 15 children’s books. Elena’s stu-
dio is located at cre8ery gallery in Winnipeg.
Sunday, November 17 – Sunday, November 24
Jewish Book Fair

Winnipeg’s most extensive selection of books, music, Chanukah
items and gifts for sale

For tickets please call the Rady JCC or on-line at www.radyjcc.com.
All programs take place at the Rady Jewish Community Centre, 123
Doncaster Street.

Right: Winnipeg
Harvest Executive
Director David
Northcott shows off
the three pies that he
bid on and won. 

Rapid transit
comes to

River
Heights!

It all started with
a call from some-
one at the Fort
Garry Hotel ask-
ing us whether we
could come down
on Thursday,
September 26, to
take some pictures
of the 100th com-
memoration of the
founding of the
hotel. It turned out
that we were
given the wrong
time for the cere-
mony. But - on the
way home I heard
the distinctive
sound of the Prairie Dog Central on the CN track along side Taylor
Avenue in River Heights. The old train was part of the Fort Garry
Ceremony, pretending to bring dignitaries from 100 years ago  to
the  old CN rail station. I thought to myself: “What a great idea for
rapid transit in River Heights! In honour of our mayor we could dub
the train ‘the Phoenix Express’.”
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Gracious Luxury
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Tarbut
Continued from page 12.

Community news

Shaftesbury Retirement Residence sells pies
in support of Winnipeg Harvest

The next meeting of the  Shaftesbury Yiddish Reading Circle, con-
ducted by Itay Zutra, the I. L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University of Manitoba, will be held on Tuesday, October
15 3:30-4:30 p.m. in the theatre.  

If you are not participating in the discussion because you are not
comfortable speaking Yiddish in public, please feel free to join in
the discussion in English.

If you haven't as yet attended one of our Yiddish Reading Circle
meetings, please join us. We can assure you a pleasant hour.

Top: Shaftesbury
Executive Director
Trish Charles holds a
pie as auctioneer
Cam Newton calls for
bids from residents of
the Shatesbury. In
total over 30 pies
were auctioned off
that raised over $400
for Wiinnipeg
Harvest.
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Israel investing

Hands across the water
More than twenty-five per cent of India’s

total water resources are supplied by the
Ganges River; a body of water considered
sacred for Hindus who believe the water rep-
resents the goddess Gang. It is one of the
world’s twenty largest rivers, flowing for more
than 2500 kilometres. It is also one of the most
polluted rivers in the world with bacterial
counts exceeding one hundred and twenty

times safety levels.
Unfortunately, the Ganges River is not India’s only water problem.

Untreated sewage runoff is known to contaminate other water supplies.
Sewage seeps into, and infects, soil surrounding pipes, leaving tap
water toxic and undrinkable. As a result, large parts of the rural popu-
lation (70 percent of India’s population resides in rural areas) are often
dependent on seasonal rainfall or faraway streams for potable water. In
major cities, such as New Dehli, taps operate an average of three hours
daily because so much water is lost owing to leaky pipes.

According to Smita Misra, senior economist at the World Bank, “India
is lagging far behind the rest of the world in providing water and sani-
tation both to its rural and urban populations. Not one city in India pro-
vides water on an all day, every day basis.”

Coming Together
India and Israel do not share a harmonious history. In 1947, India did

not support the United Nations (UN) Resolution leading to creation of
the State of Israel; did not support Israel’s 1949 bid to become a mem-
ber of the UN; and, in 1950, did not recognize Israel’s existence. It was-
n’t until 1992 that relations between the two countries thawed, formal
diplomatic ties were established, and seeds were planted for future
economic cooperation and friendship.

Less than a decade later, relations began to blossom. In 2001, bi-lat-
eral trade between Israel and India stood at $200 million United States
dollars (USD)1. By 2010, trade value rose significantly to $4.7 billion
(USD)2. This year, the amount is expected to jump to approximately $6
billion (USD)3, making India the eighth largest trading partner and sec-
ond largest export market for Israel. 

These trade numbers are likely to grow in the years ahead as relations
grow stronger.

In this regard, Israel and India are currently in the midst of finalizing
details of a Free Trade Agreement projected to bump up annual trade
volume to $15 billion (USD)4. 

Water management is one sector expected to drive increased trade,
along with health care, pharmaceuticals, agriculture, renewable ener-
gy sources and information technology. 

As a positive spinoff from economic benefits to both countries, peo-
ple to people relations continue warming. In recent years, tourists from
India have gone from 25 000 to almost 45 000, with a similar number
of Israelis trekking to India each year. The influx of Israeli tourists has
been so steady in some parts of India that some restaurants offer
Hebrew language menus!

Israeli Water Expertise
‘Water, water everywhere but not a drop to drink’, wrote the English

poet Samuel Coleridge. Though the line bore no reference to Israel, it
could have. Despite bordering the Red Sea and Mediterranean Sea, and
being home to the Sea of Galilee and the Dead Sea, Israel has persis-
tently endured water shortages since its founding, including a severe
water crisis in the early 2000s. 

With necessity (and government incentives) being the mother of
invention, Israeli private industry was encouraged to tackle the prob-
lem. And this they did, building a domestic water technology industry
that has become a global leader in drip irrigation, water recycling,
waste water reuse and desalination (i.e., removal of salt and other min-
erals from sea water to make it suitable for drinking). Notably, owing to
work undertaken at the Zuckerberg Institute for Water Research, at the
Ben-Gurion University of the Negev, more than 60 percent of Israel’s
freshwater needs are now produced by desalination technologies.

Aware of Israel’s leading reputation for water management, India
came calling. In 2006, the two countries began working together in the
area of water technology -  specifically in the fields of drip irrigation
and desalination. Soon after, the countries set up a $50 million (USD)
shared agriculture fund focused on dairy, farming technology and
micro-irrigation. In 2011, relations deepened on signing an agreement
to foster cooperation on urban water systems. (Prior to signing this
agreement, Israel and India spent more than ten years together in pur-
suit of joint research, development and investment in water technolo-
gies).

To further the learning of each other’s needs, business and govern-
ment experts are visiting each other on a more regular basis. Yonatan
Ben Zaken, economic attaché at the Embassy of Israel in New Delhi,
states that, “Both Israeli and Indian government organizations are tak-
ing steps to support the cooperation.” 

Indeed they are. Israel NewTech, part of the Israeli Ministry of
Industry, Trade and Labour, maintains an office in India; its primary pur-
pose being to promote Israeli technology. To this end, one of Israel
NewTech’s programs matches Israeli clean-tech companies with Indian
partners to tender solutions for restoring health to the Ganges River. 

In 2012, Israel NewTech sent two delegations to India to meet with
Indian government officials, scientists and engineers for the purpose of
discussing Israeli water technology and its uses. That same year saw a
joint Indian-Israeli launching of an online network providing real-time
communications between Indian farmers and Israeli agricultural tech-
nology experts. 

Keen to observe Israeli expertise first hand, in June, 2013, 16 Indian
government representatives visited Israel to learn more about sewage
treatment, water purification, desalination and water resource manage-
ment from private industry Israeli companies and the Israel Water
Authority. 

Although government financial support has been critical to develop-
ing the water technology industry, the private sector is also contributing
funds. As an example, Tata Industries, a multi-billion dollar Indian com-
pany, seeded the Technology Innovation Momentum Fund at Tel Aviv
University’s Ramot technology transfer company with $5 million
(USD).

While Israel’s primary investments in India are in the diamond and
information technology industries, funds are being increasingly divert-
ed to Indian water systems. 

This means more due diligence visits to India by Israeli engineers,
environmentalists, agronomists and water tech company representa-
tives who intend to help clean up the Ganges River and offer solutions
for India’s other water management issues.

Leading Israeli Water Companies
As more countries around the world confront water scarcity and qual-

ity concerns, the need for Israel’s water expertise will likely continue
growing. Following is a list, and brief summary, of public and private
companies that play a significant role in Israel’s water industry.

Amiad Water Systems. www.amiad.com. Listed on the London Stock
Exchange. Ticker symbol AFS. Specializes in drinking water filtration.

Arad Group. http://arad.co.il/arad-group. Listed on the Tel Aviv Stock
Exchange. Ticker symbol ARD. Specializes in the design, development
and manufacture of precision water meters for domestic use, water-
works, irrigation and water management companies.

Bermad. www.bermad.com. Manufacturer of solutions for the control
and management of water supplies based on its control-valve technol-
ogy.

Global Environmental Solutions. www.ges.co.il. Designs, builds and
operates water and wastewater plants.

IDE Technologies. www.ide-tech.com. Privately owned by Israel
Chemical and the Delek Group. World leader in desalination.

Mekerot. www.mekorot.co.il. Israel’s national water company, whol-
ly owned by the Israeli government. Manages the country’s water relat-
ed environmental and security challenges.

Miya. www.miya-water.com. Founded by Israeli billionaire Shari
Arison, Miya provides water efficiency solutions for municipal distrib-
ution systems, i.e., prevent water loss from leaky pipes.

Netafim. www.netafim.com. Invented drip irrigation. Global leader in
smart drip and micro irrigation solutions.

Tahal Consulting Engineers. www.tahal.com. Water engineering con-
sultants.

Full Disclosure: As of the date of writing this article, I do not own
shares in any companies mentioned in this article.

Ken Finkelstein, B.A., LL.B, J.D., Investment Advisor, TD Wealth, 500-
1070 Douglas Street, Victoria, BC, website: www.finkelsteinwealth-
group.com, email: ken.finkelstein@td.com, tel: 250-356-4095 / 888-
356-4142. Licensed in BC, MB, ON.

By

KEN FINKELSTEIN

Searching for Shackleton
by Ken Finkelstein (Friesen Press)
In his debut novel, former
Winnipeger Ken Finkelstein
(www.kennethfinkelstein.com)
takes readers on a wild, irrever-
ent ride. Telling a tale chock full
of humour, social criticism and
bizarre circumstances wrapped
in an undercurrent of Eastern
philosophy, the author's playful,
raunchy style dances and
delights!

Available in softcover and e-
book at Amazon, Chapters,
iBookstore and www.friesen-
press.com/bookstore.
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New column

it isn’t you, well, it kinda is
Ed. note: 27-year-old Adam Schwartz first came to my attention

this past June when he sent me an e-mail asking whether I would
help publicize an upcoming show that he would be putting on at
the Fringe Festival. In his e-mail Adam explained that he has
Asperger Syndrome, which is a low-level form of autism. 

Adam went on to receive rave reviews for his one-man show. On
Saturday, Sept. 21st, he reprised his show before a sold-out audi-
ence in a venue on Ross St. Following the show I approached Adam
with the idea of his beginning to write a column for us in which he

would talk about his life. Adam, by the way, has a masters degree in library science and, as
you can see from what follows, is a gifted writer. I thought it important to showcase his skills
and allow him the opportunity to reach out so the larger community.  As for myself, I find
Adam an inspiration. I hope that doesn’t sound patronizing. I look forward to his future con-
tributions.

Anyone with Aspergers will at some point or other try to befriend someone of the other gen-
der and will get rejected. If this happens enough times, it seems like it is not just the individ-
ual rejecting you but that there is something wrong with you. 

It then boils down to two areas: Is it my looks letting down my winning personality or is it
my personal flaws letting down my Prince Charming looks? I know it isn’t my looks, howev-
er, as my older brother and sister never had a problem finding relationships and as I come from
the same gene pool, and look enough like them that I can rule this hypothesis out. 

Therefore, theoretically, I can move on to the hypothesis that it has to be the wiring on the
inside. Which, to be fair, is kinda true - it does have to do with the way I think and act.
Unfortunately, it really isn’t as under my control as I might like to pretend. Having Aspergers,
means that I act on partial information as I am not really in the loop to all the communication
that happens all around me non-verbally. 

This does not mean that I am absolutely useless when it comes to interpreting non-verbal
information as I am able to pick up much of it but lose just enough so that things don’t work
out. If I was completely lost, it would not come as such a surprise when I am rejected but as
I am able to follow the vast majority of the conversation, at least I think so, at the critical
moment I am always shocked when I did not get the message - which is: That in fact this is not
going as well as I think it is. 

What the person with Aspergers gets from the other person is “let’s hang out sometime”
when what the other person is saying “let’s not hangout sometime”. Three out of four parts of
the message are understood. In sports this would be considered a pretty good average, but
leave out that one key part and the message is completely different. 

Ask someone for clarification, however, about whether or not they meant to really hang out
or not and they will get defensive and insist that they did mean it, that they totally want to
hang out sometime and you just come across as needy for needing the confirmation and are
still not picking up on the “not” part of their answer. 

Therefore, it’s not you that is getting the wrong messages and thus getting rejected. Well, it
kind of is, because the Aspergers is part of you and helps shape the person who you are and
as wonderful as that person is, that person doesn’t have a date for Friday night. 

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

& LOUNGE

789 Portage Ave.
772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

Book Now
For Your

Get Togethers
(Private Room for 25-100 people

available at Portage location)

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Abbas to U.S. Jews: Culture for peace better now than in 2000s
WASHINGTON (JTA) - In a meeting with U.S. Jewish leaders, Palestinian Authority President

Mahmoud Abbas said he was more hopeful now for peace than he was in the mid-2000s. 
“If you ask me this question during the intifada, I didn’t have an answer,” Abbas said Monday,

referring to the 2000-2005 second intifada and having posed a rhetorical question about
whether the culture of violence between Israelis and Palestinians could change. 

“Hatred, guns, killing, it destroyed everything. Now I can say we have something to talk
about. When we talk about living side by side, many people listen.” 

Abbas was attending a meeting convened in New York by the Center for Middle East Peace,
a group founded by diet mogul Daniel Abraham and headed by Robert Wexler, a former U.S.
congressman from Florida. 

Abbas said he remained committed to the two-state solution and urged the meeting partici-
pants to press the Israeli government to end settlement expansion in the West Bank. 

“We need your support to ensure the successful conclusion of the peace negotiations so that
the state of Palestine can live side by side with the State of Israel in peace and security on the
’67 borders,” he said. “I urge the Israeli government to focus on building peace and not build-
ing settlements.” 

Abbas was in New York to attend the opening of this year’s U.N. General Assembly and is
slated to meet Tuesday with President Obama. 

The P.A. leader said achieving a final status peace deal within nine months - as envisioned
by Obama - was “not impossible.” 

Hewing to strictures set by U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry, Abbas would not describe the
status of the talks renewed in June under U.S. auspices, but said the United States had a crit-
ical role to play in advancing the talks. 

Abbas confirmed that he met a key Israeli precondition for the talks, suspending Palestinian
attempts to achieve statehood recognition while negotiations are underway, in exchange for
Israel’s agreement to release 104 prisoners who have been held since before the 1993 Oslo
accords. 

Abbas condemned the killing over the last week of two Israeli soldiers by Palestinians, but
also called for condemnation of the killings of Palestinians. 

“Two weeks ago, four young people were killed by the Israeli army near Jerusalem,” he said.
“No one said anything.” 

It was not clear to what Abbas was referring, but on Sept. 17, Israeli forces killed one man
and wounded at least one during a raid on a refugee camp near Jerusalem to arrest a fugitive. 

Abbas noted to the group that six of his eight grandchildren had attended Seeds of Peace, a
U.S. program that establishes relationships between youths from Israel, the Palestinian areas,
other Arab nations and the United States. 

“‘I will go again and again and again’,” he quoted one of his grandchildren as saying. 

ADAM SCHWARTZ peforming his stand-up
comedy routine Sept. 21st. During his 35-
minute dialogue Adam deals frankly with his
lack of social skills and his awkwardness
with women, yet he delivers his message in
total good humour.
If you would like to watch excerpts from his
routine, we’ve posted a video on the Jewish
Post & News website: jewishpostandnews.ca



Did you know that when Hollywood distrib-
uted its Oscars in 1954 the Best Picture Award
went to “From Here to Eternity?” 

And are you aware that Best Actor in a
Leading Role honours was presented to
William Holden for his memorable perfor-
mance in “Stalag 17?”

Or how about Best Actress in a Leading Role
to Audrey Hepburn in “Roman Holiday?”

And that “From Here to Eternity” also featured the Best Supporting
Actor and Actress in Frank Sinatra and Donna Reed?

Or how about the fact that a diminutive chap, MORT CORRIN, who
was but five feet and seven inches tall and tipped the Toledo’s at 160
lbs. was a star running back who was also his league’s leading scorer.
Not to mention that the former insurance salesman had speed, was a
good pass catcher, and also ran back punts.

Also back in 1954, the Winnipeg Rams Intermediate Football Club
captured the Canadian Intermediate-Senior Championship and para-
mount to me, of course, is the fact that there were five players of the
Jewish persuasion in their lineup? 

It is only serendipity (bashert; pure chance) dear reader, that I am
featuring this fine athlete of yesteryear in this week’s column.

You see, I encountered the congenial Corrin on a school bus at the
parking lot of the Garden City Shopping Centre, which was to trans-
port Bomber fans to the Eskimos game on September 20th when he sat
down beside me and introduced himself. 

Needless to say, the usual bus ride to the new stadium at the site of
the U of Manitoba, which usually takes 45-50 minutes, seemed more
like ten; even though the bus was badly in need of new shocks and
the potholes along the route were in their usual state of disrepair.

The now defunct Rams, you see, used to participate in a four-team
league and played against the Norwood-St. Boniface Legionnaires, St.
Vital Bulldogs, and the CUV Vets. The Winnipeg outfit played their
home games at West End Memorial on Arlington and Bannatyne,
since renamed the Burton Cummings Community Center. 

According to Corrin: “Intermediate football at that time was a step
below the Canadian Football League. It was made up of players who
were past their junior football eligibility, finished with university foot-
ball, or who had been cut by the Bombers and wanted more experi-
ence with the hopes of trying again to play pro ball. All of the players
were amateurs and played for the love of the game.”

All three playoff games leading to the title were tough defensive
struggles. The Rams reached the Canadian final by defeating the
Legionnaires to win the Manitoba Championship 14-7. Winnipeg then
went on to defeat the Fort William Redskins 17-13 to capture the
Western Canadian title and that led to the Canadian Championship
with a 16-12 victory over the Peterborough “Orfuns.” 

Corrin, early in the fourth corner of the title game, raced over for
what proved to be the winning TD from eight yards out to put his team
ahead 16-6 before Peterborough closed the gap to four points with
fewer than two minutes remaining in the all-important contest. 

The title game was played in the new football stadium. That is, to say,
the edifice that was torn down near Polo Park this past summer. It was
the first championship game at the Maroons Road location and drew
6,000 fans. Now that’s amateur football support! 

Sadly, Mort at 81, is the lone surviving Ram’s Jewish player. “Al
Passman played with the Calgary Stampeders at tackle and centre. He
died in Pennsylvania,” explained Corrin.

“Dede Brown was our quarterback. He was a surgeon who died in
California. Gerry Lavitt and Norman Lampe passed away in Winnipeg. 

“In addition Lew Miles was our coach and also the owner of the
team. He was part of the Miles family that owned Western Theaters in
Winnipeg and our manager was Harry Sinder.

A number of near-middle-age football aficionados may recognize
the names of several familiar CFL players in the Rams’ photo who
once graced the Bombers’ gridiron. To wit: Gerry Duguid played with
Winnipeg as a defensive and running back, Ray Charambura, Harold
Neufeld ( a past MLA), eleven-year vet Nick Miller from the Bud Grant
era with Winnipeg, Cec Luining, a ten-year veteran defensive end who
was fondly known as the Selkirk milkman, Dick Herbertson, Len
Sigurdson - who was signed by Saskatchewan after getting a scholar-
ship at McGill, but was cut, and Norm Lampe - who was a football
star at St. John’s Tech and had a tryout with Vancouver as a defensive
back and place kicker.

Corrin also shared that he felt that “Today’s football is vastly differ-

ent. The players are bigger and faster and the rules are different. There
was no blocking on punts and downfield blocking was only legal
within five yards of the scrimmage line. We practised after work every
evening during the week and also on Sunday mornings.”

The demographic of our North End in the fifties, compared to today,
was vastly different of course and the team was primarily a mix of
Ukrainian, Polish, German and Jewish kids. “The makeup of the
team,” said Mort, “had a number of Ukrainian players and suffice it to
say we were all quite close. Harold Neufeld, Peter Sawchuk, Ray
Charambura, Nick Miller and I meet monthly for lunch.”

He added that when he played, he was closest with the Jewish boys.
“We played together at St. John’s Tech and also junior football with St.
John’s Grads, St. Boniface Kiwanis and Weston Wildcats - who were
the Manitoba Junior champs in 1952. 

Who better to reminisce with and expand my knowledge regarding
that era than former CJOB and CBC broadcaster Bob Picken, a well
recognized and popular sportsman, who has been elected to no fewer
than four Halls of Fame (baseball, curling, football, and golf). Not to
mention the Manitoba Sportswriters and Sportscasters Association
Media Roll of Honour. 

“Mort was a good buddy of mine and we played a variety of sports
together,” Picken recalled. “ He started his football efforts as a running
back for St. John’s Tech. He was short but stocky and very quick. He
played in a backfield at Tech with another more renowned Jewish ath-
lete, Len Meltzer whom you know very well. 

“As I recall, Corrin ran behind an offensive line of Ralph
Schwartzman, Al Adelman, Percy Cutler, Larry Levi and Maurice
Gutnik. Nick Diakiw was the team’s quarterback.”

You see, when you travel by school bus, how can’t you help but
become educated?

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca

BACK ROW ( L to R): Rich Kolisnyk, Mel Kotch, Bob Jones, Tom
Brisson, Bill Ritchie, Len Sigurdson, Walt Van Wynsberg, Lorne
Miller.
SECOND ROW (L to R): Gerry Duguid, Harry Makin, assistant train-
er; Art Makin trainer; Jerry Lavitt, equipment; John Thorney, Bill
Barrett, Jim Thorney, Al McBride, Bill Senyk Bob Bouchard, Ray
Charambura, Nick Hill, Dick Herbertson, Ron Stephenson.
FRONT ROW (L to R): Al Passman, Mort Corrin, Bill Yee, Norm
Lampe, Dede Brown, Joe Sawchuk, Art Brockhill, Lew Miles, coach;
Ken Freeman, Bill Thomas, Ron Cooke, mascot, Pete Sawchuk, assis-
tant coach, Harry Sinder; manager, Harold Neufeld. In front: KC
mascot.
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Yesterday when they were young; so many songs were waiting to be sung
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

“The makeup of the team,” said Mort, “had a
number of Ukrainian players and suffice it to say
we were all quite close. Harold Neufeld, Peter
Sawchuk, Ray Charambura, Nick Miller and I

meet monthly for lunch.”



Every time I run across a
movie, that is exceptional, I
like to let others know about
it. Such was the case with
wa Tri Star Pictures DVD I
picked up - I can’t remembe
from where. It stars Oscar
Winner Tom Hanks (Best
Actor in 1994 for “Forrest

Gump”) and Israeli actress, Cristina Marsillach in a
movie titled “Every Time We Say Goodbye”. It’s a love
story, set in Jerusalem (the golden) between an
American Pilot in the R.A.F (Hanks) and a Jewish girl
of Spanish descent (Marsillach) during World War II.

David (Hanks) is shot down in North Africa, and is
recovering in a Jerusalem hospital from a leg wound.
He has a chance meeting with Sarah (Marsillach) in
Jerusalem, and it is love at first sight for him, but not
for her. She comes from a large Spanish Jewish
Orthodox family which will not approve of such a forbidden relation-
ship.

This is the story of two people, who fall in love, from different reli-
gious and cultural backgrounds. If you can find a copy you will enjoy
it, more than once!

Another must see movie is titled “A River Runs Through It.” With

heart throb Brad Pitt and Tom Skerrett. It’s a story
about fly fishing in the mountains of Montana with a
family consisting of a father and his two sons. (Craig
Sheffer plays the part of the other son.) The scenery is
spectacular. It’s a film about family values (rarely
found in the latest Hollywood movies). It includes,
romance, action, humour. What more could you ask
for?

While I am on the subject of my favorite movies for
seniors try “Chariots of Fire” with Ben Cross in the
title role as a Jewish student in a college in London,
England who has a fierce desire to excel as a long dis-
tance runner. Naturally he has to overcome the usual
obstacles in his quest for fame. The opening scene
showing a group of college students who are running
barefoot in the surf off the coast of England, with
memorable background music, will stimulate you for
a long time.

If you enjoy a film of relationships, and drama, try
the movie “Fried Green Tomatoes” starring Jessica Tandy and Kathy
Bates. It takes place in a small town in the deep American south. Kathy
Bates is a bored American housewife who has a chance meeting with
Jessica Tandy, as a resident of a senior citizen’s home. Tandy has a fas-
cinating life story to share with Bates. Bates keeps returning to Tandy’s
residence to hear the rest of this story. 

I am not into poetry, but occasionally I find one with a message:
“Count your garden by the flowers,
Never by the leaves that fall;
Count your days by golden hours,
Don’t remember clouds at all.
Count your nights by stars, not shadows,
Count your life by smiles, not tears,
And with joy on every birthday,
Count your age by friends, not years.”
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 48

By

HARRY WARREN

Promoting Jewish medical
awareness in Winnipeg 

The Chabad-Lubavitch Jewish Learning Institute (JLI) will present
Life in the Balance: Jewish Perspectives on Everyday Medical
Dilemmas the institute’s new six-session Fall 2013 course that will
begin on Tuesday, October 29, 2013.

Rabbi Shmuly Altein of Chabad-Lubavitch will conduct the six
course sessions at 7:30 pm on Tuesday evenings at the Jewish
Learning Centre in River Heights. The course fee is $79.00 and
includes a beautiful student textbook. 

“Nowadays, at some point or another, everyone faces an
extremely difficult medical decision that they aren’t equipped to
handle,” said Rabbi Zalman Abraham of JLI’s headquarters in
Brooklyn, New York. “Our objective with this course is to
acquaint the public with fascinating Jewish perspectives on some
of the most cutting-edge dilemmas in medical ethics.” 

In Life in the Balance, participants will ponder ethical questions
about a range of topics ranging from end of life issues to preven-
tive measures and respect due to the body after death. Questions
include: Must we prolong life at the expense of immense suffer-
ing? Should we legalize compensation for organs to save the lives
of those on the transplant list? And where do we draw the line
between keen vigilance to safeguard one’s health and pointless
panic? The course will also explore ethical ramifications of fasci-
nating new technologies such as digital autopsies, and uterine
transplants. 

“These important issues are critical to so many people’s lives yet
they are rarely discussed nowadays,” said Rabbi Shmuly Altein,
the local JLI instructor. “This is a unique opportunity that will ben-
efit the wider community of Winnipeg, and we invite everyone to
attend.” 

Like all JLI programs, Life in the Balance is designed to appeal
to people at all levels of Jewish knowledge, including those with-
out any prior experience or background in Jewish learning. The
course is accredited to offer CME credits for medical profession-
als. All JLI courses are open to the public, and attendees need not
be affiliated with a particular synagogue, temple, or other house
of worship. 

Interested students may call 204-339-8737 or visit
www.ChabadWinnipeg.org <http://www.ChabadWinnipeg.org>
for registration and other course-related information.

straight lines. It wasn’t too hard to
show that the angles had to add up
to 360. But Kyle (my student) wasn’t
quite satisfied. “What if you just

know that the four angles add up to 360…how do you prove that
the points lie on a circle?” I told him it was the same proof…you just
go through the steps in reverse order…”like so”, I began…but then
I found it wasn’t so easy!

We sweated over this for at least 20 minutes before we got it right;
and then we saw Barry passing by, on the way to the free Internet
terminals. He was already online when we caught up with him,
coke-bottle glasses on the table beside him and his face six inches
from a screen covered in equations. “Barry”, I interrupted him,
“have a look at this, will you?” I showed him what we had been
working on, and Barry was like, “oh, it’s trivial…trivial”. “No”, I
tried to explain, “we got the “if” part right away…it’s the “only if”
that gave us a hard time…” 

“Of course you can’t just reverse the steps” he jumped in. “You
have to do it differently…here, give me a piece of paper.” And in
seconds he had drawn the proof. A vintage Barry Wolk moment.

I only got to know Eddy in the last year or so, since legal research
has become a bit of a hobby with me. Eddy is a much more private
person than Barry, and I don’t want to pretend to be on any level of
intimacy with him, but I saw him just the other day. It was early in
the morning and he was on his way to shakhris. I asked him how his
research was going…did he have any interesting cases? Yes, he
answered, in fact he had just published something on Whatcott v
Saskatchewan, and he started to tell me where I could find the arti-
cle. 

I couldn’t believe my ears. “You’ve got to be kidding: I’m arguing
Whatcott next week in Provincial Court!” It was true! I’m defending
myself against trespassing charges brought against me by the U of
W, and Whatcott is an anti-abortion activist who pleaded Freedom
of Expression to successfully beat the rap for trespassing at the
University of Calgary.

It turns out Eddy’s case was a little different. It was the same guy,
different case. Whatcott had a number of cases in the past decade,
all involving abortion protests, including trespassing at the U of
Calgary, loitering at the U of Regina (he beat that one too), and
something with the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission. That
last one was Eddy’s case.

Still, I had hoped that this incredible coincidence would have
been enough to pique Eddy’s interest in my case and get him to
open up. But I had no such luck. As I said, Eddy’s a very private per-
son and has a strict rule against getting involved in actual personal
cases. In the meantime, I had unwittingly followed Eddy into shul,
and our conversation was interrupted by the khazen’s intonation of
the familiar words: piskhu-li shaarey tzedek…Eddy was already
praying, and the shammes was handing me a tallis. Oh my
god…was that Eddy harmonizing so beautifully? I turned my head
to look in the direction of the sound. No, my mistake..it was Rabbi
Green, singing into his microphone. Eddy was just standing right
below the speaker… 

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.



Though our life
together was so short,

I must leave now.
Sad and forlorn, I am

going
to a fate ordained by

these desperate times,
by a road unmarked

by any signs,
to a mocking destiny
all set to welcome me.
(first stanza from The

Parting – a poem by
Joseph Bau that was
published in his mem-
oirs: Dear God, Have
you ever gone hungry?
[Arcade Publishing 228
pg. Translated from the
Hebrew by Shlomo
“Sam” Yurman]).

During her recent visit
to Winnipeg, Tel Aviv
resident Clila Bau
Cohen met two busi-
nessmen from Germany
at the hotel where they
all resided.

She told them the
story of her late parents,
Holocaust survivors
Joseph (1920-2002) and
Rebecca (Tennenbaum)
Bau – the original cou-
ple whose wedding is
shown in the movie
“Schindler’s List”.

Bau Cohen and with
her Winnipeg born hus-
band, Chaim Cohen,
were here from
September 11-29 to lec-
ture about her parents’
lives during and after
the Second World War.

“We came on an
Israeli government
grant, “Programs against
the Denial of the
Holocaust,” said Bau
Cohen in an exclusive
interview with The
Jewish Post & News,
adding that she spoke at Isaac Newton School, Mennonite Brethren
Collegiate Institute, West Kildonan Collegiate, St. James Collegiate,
Collège Jeanne-Sauvé, and Faith Temple, among other places.

A couple of days later, one of the German guests came to hear her
speak about Rebecca and Joseph at a private home.

“‘I didn’t hear any anger in what you were saying,’” Bau Cohen
recounted the German visitor saying to her afterwards.

“And, now after he heard me speak, he said that he was going to visit
Israel, and that he will arrange for us to talk in Germany and to
arrange an exhibition of my father’s paintings.”

Rebecca and Joseph Bau are the original couple whose secret wed-
ding is shown in the movie “Schindler’s List”. 

In the Plaszow concentration camp Mr. Bau wrote and illustrated a
miniature book, The World and I), the size of the palm of a hand.

“It contains beautiful poems (including The Parting) that did not
mention at all the horrors occurring around him,” said Bau Cohen dur-
ing a power-point presentation before some 40 congregants and other
guests at Faith Temple on September 22.

“After Plaszow he was transferred to Gross-Rosen and then to Oscar
Schindler’s camp where he stayed till the end of the war.”

Significantly, she mentioned that it was her mother, who was sent to
Auschwitz after the destruction of Plaszow, who found a place for her
husband on Schindler’s list.

“My husband was more important to me than I was, and I wasn’t
afraid,” Rebecca said to a journalist many years later after the release
of Steven Spielberg’s movie, Schindler’s List.

(Significantly, Joseph Bau dedicated Dear God, Have You Ever Gone
Hungry? to “the memory of my beloved wife, Rebecca, who died on
April 28, 1997. We lived together for fifty-three years, through thick
and thin. Only thanks to her was I able to write and illustrate this and
other books.”)

After the war, Joseph Bau graduated from the University of Plastic
Arts in Krakow. During his studies he worked for three newspapers as
a graphic artist and illustrator. In 1950 he immigrated to Israel togeth-
er with his wife and three-year-old daughter, Hadasa.

He was recruited to a secret unit of the intelligence corps that dealt
with technical covert operations that utilized his talent for art and
graphics. Later he was transferred, together with other Intelligence
corps personnel to a similar unit that was formed and worked as part
of the intelligence community belonging to the Prime Minister’s office.
Joseph never spoke of these activities, added his youngest daughter.
“My father’s dream was to make animated movies in the Holy Land,”
said Bau Cohen, commenting that her father was called “The Walt
Disney of Israel” because of his pioneering work in animation.

Joseph Bau was nominated for the prestigious Israel Prize in 1998.
Today, Joseph Bau House”, which is located at 9 Berdychewski St.,

Tel-Aviv, is an authentic artist’s workshop that conveys to the visitor, as
a brochure says, the amazing life story of Joseph Bau reflected in his
wide range of creativity including movies, the original equipment he
built, animation, paintings, graphics, literature and research of the
Hebrew language – “all spiced with his special humour” stemming
from his optimistic view of life and accompanied by fascinating sto-
ries told by his daughters. This writer visited the museum during a trip
to Israel and the West Bank in April 2005. It was time well spent.

Joseph Bau’s artwork continues to be shown in museums and gal-
leries around the world, including, among other venues, at the U.N.
Headquarters in New-York in June 2007, Baltimore, Chicago,
Minneapolis, Winnipeg, the Spanish parliament in 2009, and the
Krakow Ghetto Pharmacy. An exhibition of his works has also been
shown at the Israel Intelligence Heritage & Commemoration Center,
and at the Ministry of Education in Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem. His paint-
ings and drawings have been listed by Sotheby’s as significant contri-
butions to the art of the Holocaust.

“Joseph Bau’s art is filtered through the prism of his own experi-
ences,” says information found on Wikipedia.

“It reflects both the brutal reality of life during the war, as well as the
joy and humour he observed in later years in Israel.”

Bau Cohen emphasized: “My father wanted everyone to love and be
happy. He said that if they did then there wouldn’t be any wars.”

For further information, see the website www.josephbau.com

L to R. CLILA BAU COHEN, PASTOR RUDY FIDEL, CHAIM COHEN

JOSEPH and REBECCA BAU 

Above and below: Drawings by Joseph
Bau that were contained in a miniature
book of poetry he wrote in the Plaszow
Concentration Camp in Krakow, Poland
during the war.
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Community news

Daughter of “Schindler’s List” survivor Joseph Bau visits Winnipeg

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

“My husband was more important to me than I
was, and I wasn’t afraid,” Rebecca said to a jour-
nalist many years later after the release of Steven

Spielberg’s movie, Schindler’s List.



Eddie the Kid
By Leo Zeilig
Zero Books, UK
269 pages
Published 2012
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

How do you approach writing
a review of a novel that is based,
at least in part, on the lives of
people whom you knew – and
still know?

That was the challenge for me
as I began to read Eddie the Kid,
by Leo Zeilig who, you might
have guessed, is related to our
own Martin Zeilig. (He’s Martin’s
nephew.)

As I began to read what was
both a compelling but deeply
disturbing book, I had no way of
knowing how much of the story
that develops is based on actual
events. I admit that I asked
Martin that question and, while
he did confirm that certain parts
of Eddie the Kid are derived from
the Zeilig family history, most of
the book seems to be the product
of Leo Zeilig’s highly fertile imag-
ination.

Here is what Leo himself has to
say about the issue of how much
of this book could be said to be
autobiographical: “We often
have a lazy habit when reading
fiction of seeing the author in
every scene and his voice and
troubles in each chapter. This is
particularly true in a story like
Eddie the Kid that mixes real and
made-up events, but the ‘tangle’
of these elements in this book
has created something entirely fictional. Though I may have disturbed
the still waters with my own life, it has been from the ripples arching
away from me that I have written.”

Not only is this short sample of Leo Zeilig’s writing a profound
observation about the art of novel writing, that one paragraph alone
gives as good an insight as to his masterful writing style as any selec-
tion I might have taken from the book itself. This guy can write!

I mentioned to Martin Zeilig that Eddie the Kid reminded me quite a
bit of Jonathan Franzen’s brilliant novel, The Corrections, in its minute
dissection of a family coming apart at the seams, yet held together
somehow by bonds that were formed in childhood among siblings.

The Eddie of Eddie the Kid is Eddie Bereskin, a left wing activist
deeply committed to opposing Britain’s incipient involvement in the
Iraq war in 2003. As the novel opens Eddie is leading a protest march
that ends up in front of the prime minister’s residence, where Eddie is
arrested. In the ensuing pages the story moves back and forth in time
– from 2003 to the 1980s and Eddie’s childhood, later to the 1990s
and a terribly traumatic scene that results in Eddie’s parents’ divorce.

There is a great deal of left wing politics mixed into the storyline, as
we come to know everything about the supposed decay of capitalism
from a staunch communist viewpoint that is probably more than most
readers really would care to read. For the many left-wing readers of
this paper, however, reading all those predictions about capitalism
collapsing from its own internal contradictions will probably bring a
rosy glow of recognition – and nostalgia for the good old days of
protest marches and rallies.

(For the many right-wing readers of this paper, reading the same pas-
sages may leave them laughing at the hopelessly unrealistic aspira-
tions of old-line Marxists. Anyone who doesn’t give a rat’s ass about
radical left-wing politics will probably just be bored out of their minds
by those passages.)

Mixed in with the politics and heavy family drama moreover, there’s
a depiction of a sadly disturbing romantic relationship between Eddie
and his beautiful girlfriend Rebecca, whom he meets during that
opening scene protest march. Without divulging any details, readers
should be warned that, not only is there a great deal of graphic sex in
this novel, there are some quite shocking scenes of explosive domes-
tic violence.

Again – the going back and forth in time can be a tad confusing –
especially if you’re like me and not capable of reading a book over a

short number of days. 
And, is there anything overtly “Jewish” about this book that would

merit its being reviewed in a Jewish newspaper, you might ask. Not
particularly, except in the sense that the Bereskin family represents the
kind of staunch left-wing unit that holds characteristics that many of
us can probably recall among Jewish families with whom we grew up.
They were determinedly secular, but had the same attachment to tra-
ditional Jewish foods, for instance, that every other Jewish family had.
Does the fact that Eddie is Jewish enter into this novel? Not at all – and
it’s barely even mentioned. But that in itself makes this book so realis-
tic, since there were and still are many Jews just like Eddie who did-
n’t and still don’t identify as Jews at all. 

Eddie is a complex character – and as the book develops we begin
to understand more and more the seemingly contradictory aspects of
his schizoid personality.

A great first novel – and one, I am told by Martin Zeilig, that is going
to be followed by a sequel. No doubt, with Leo Zeilig’s obvious writ-
ing talents, Eddie Bereskin may do for him what another rather unlik-
able character – Duddy Kravitz, did for Mordecai Richler – but with-
out the comic overtones.

One note, however: As yet the book seems to be available only
online at Amazon.
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Books
Eddie the Kid: A novel that will surely resonate with a great many of our readers

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, October 4 Candle Lighting:6:42 Mincha:6:40 Schacharis:9:30 Mincha:6:40

Shabbat ends:7:37
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Morning services Monday and Thursday: 8:00 A.M. 
Evening services October 6-10: 6:30
Friday, Oct 11 Candle Lighting:6:27 Mincha:6:30 Schacharis:9:30 Mincha:6:30 Shabbat

ends:7:20
Evening minyans Oct 13-17: 6:15
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers tradition-

al Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Oct. 4 - Rosh Chodesh - morning service 7:15 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m.,

candle lighting 6:41 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 5 - Rosh Chodesh - Noach - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service

12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:36 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 6 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 7-Thursday, Oct. 10 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m.
Friday, Oct. 11 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting

6:27 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 12 - Lech-L’cha - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 7:21 p.m.
Sunday, Oct. 13 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Oct. 14 - Thanksgiving - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, Oct. 15-Thursday, Oct. 17 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, October 4 – Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan Day 1 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening

Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Kabbalat Shabbat with Keyboard 7:00 PM;
Candle Lighting 6:44 PM

Shabbat, October 5 – Parashat Noach / Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan Day 2 - Morning
Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 7:42 PM

Friday, October 11 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 6:29 PM

Shabbat, October 12 – Parashat Lech-Lecha - Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan
6:00 PM; Havdallah 7:27 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays
9:00 AM

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue
office.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and

Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, October 4 at 6:42 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

6:40 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - NOACH. Shabbat Rosh

Chodesh. Mincha service at 6:40 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:37 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:25 p.m. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, October 11 at 6:27 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

6:25 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - LECH LECHA. Mincha ser-

vice at 6:25 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:22 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:15 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be

holding: Friday, October 4 7:30 pm - Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter
Saturday, October 5 10 am - Bar Mitzvah of Gaby Zabaleguie-Saitman
Monday, October 7 - Read Hebrew Class begins
Friday, October 11, 7:30 pm - Shabbat Service lay led by Justin Danyluk
Saturday, October 12, 12 pm - Yoga Shalom 

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMESDoes the fact that
Eddie is Jewish enter

into this novel? Not at
all – and it’s barely

even mentioned. But
that in itself makes

this book so realistic,
since there were and
still are many Jews
just like Eddie who

didn’t and still don’t
identify as Jews at all. 
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #1

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF OCTOB ER 2

The family of the late

ROSE MINDELL
wishes to inform their
relatives and friends

of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, October 6, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

ANNE GARDNER (nee Dubovsky)
It is with deep sorrow

that we announce the
passing of our mother,
Anne Gardner, on Friday,
August 2, 2013, ten days
short of her 95th birthday.
She will be dearly missed
by her children, Arnold
(Angela) Gardner, Freya
(Lewis) Wasel, Rhoda
(Sid) Greenstone and
Lyle (Rhonda) Gardner;
her sister Gaye Segal,
brother Hy (Donna) Dubo
and sisters-in-law and

brother-in- law, Molly and Eric Swirsky, Edith Gardner
and Gladys Dubo. She will also be dearly missed by her
many grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her parents, Molly and
Nathan Dubovsky, her beloved husband, Alvin, and
wonderful son, Norman; sisters Devorah (infant), Faye
(Max) Klapman, Sue (Jack) Lomow, and her brothers,
Jack and Harry Dubo.

Anne was born in Oakburn, Manitoba on August 12,
1918 but moved to Winnipeg before she began grade
school. She began her working career as a sewing
machine operator at Freed and Freed. There she met
Alvin who was a tailor. In 1940 Anne and Alvin were
married and they enjoyed 54 years together. After
many years at home raising her children Anne returned
to the work force as a teacher’s aide for Winnipeg
School Division. She enjoyed working with children
and the children loved her because she treated them
with respect and kindness. In the summers Anne and
Alvin enjoyed their charming family cottage at Winni-
peg Beach and in the winters they did extensive travel-
ling. Anne kvelled when she spent time with her
grandchildren and great grandchildren in Winnipeg,
Edmonton and Calgary.

If any one thing stands out to us about our mother it
would be her amazing ability to make all those around
her feel comfortable and valued. She was a kind and
generous person and brought out the best in everyone
with whom she came in contact. For the past dozen
years she brightened up the environment at the Simkin
Centre with her sweet, cheery, and friendly disposi-
tion. Her ‘joie de vivre’ was admired by all who knew
her.

The family would like to thank Cantor Tracy Kasner
Greaves for her wonderful eulogy. Special thanks to
Rabbi Neal Rose for his memory of Anne at the Simkin
Centre and the kind words he brought from the caring
staff of the Simkin Centre. Anne’s grandson, Norman
Wasel, spoke eloquently recalling some of the family’s
fond and amusing memories of his Baba Anne.

Graveside services were held on Aug 4th at the B’nai
Abraham Cemetery. Pallbearers were Lewis Wasel,
Norman Wasel, David Gardner, Hy Dubo, David Segal
and Neil Swirsky.

In memory of Anne donations may be made to the
Simkin Centre.

DR. MOREL RUBINGER
Dr. Morel Rubinger passed away on September 5th,

2013 after a progressive struggle with his mental
health. Lenore, his wife of 29 years, was his every-
thing. He adored her beauty, intelligence, and strength.
Loving father of two children, David and Julie, he
provided unconditionally for. He was a devoted brother
to Carla, Andrei, Gaby, and twin Bruno (sadly prede-
ceased), and dedicated son to Gina and Herman.

Born in Romania, Morel came to Canada as a young
man to have a better life – which he did. Choosing to be
a hematologist/oncologist, Morel devoted his life to
fighting illness and prolonging a good life.

Donations in Morel’s memory can be made to On-
tario Mental Health Foundation 416.920.7721 http://
www.omhf.on.ca and CancerCare Manitoba Founda-
tion 204.787.4143 http://www.cancercarefdn.mb.ca.

The family of the late

ANNETTE

LASKER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, October 13
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery

Unveiling

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his daughters,
son-in-law, grandchildren,
sister, nephews and nieces.

In loving memory of

ANN

DUTKEVICH
Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE

ELFENBEIN
who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE

ERENBERG
who passed away
October 20, 2009

2 Days in Chesvan
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY

GOLDBERG
who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY

GOODMAN
who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam

SARA

BERKAL
who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi

LOUIS BERKAL
who passed away

October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID ARI

HERSHFIELD
who passed away
October 9, 2007

28 days in Tishrei, 5768
— Forever remembered and
loved by his family.
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

OCTOBER 9

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your LovingChildren, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY

LOWENSTEIN
who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA

LOWENSTEIN
who passed away

November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

8th Yahrzeit 9th Yahrzeit

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

RUTH MINUK
who passed away
October 12, 2010
4 Days in Chesvan

We will always love
and miss you
— Your children, grand-
children, and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LOUIS PAISNER
who passed away
October 31, 1957

5 days in Cheshvan, 5718
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great-
granddaughters.

In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL

(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In loving memory of

LEON

SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM SEGAL

(nee Atnikov)
who passed away
October 11, 2007
30 Days in Tishrei

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
—Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and siblings.

In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST

STEIN
who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

8 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
18 Days in Chesvan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

BROWN
who passed away

November 10, 1986
8 Days in Cheshvan, 5747

—  Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK KNAZAN
who passed away
November 4, 2003

10 days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARA LANTZ
who passed away
November 3, 1995

10 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILYAN PECK
who passed away
October 19, 2010

11 Days in Chesvan
— Always remembered by
your children and
grandchildren.

Deadline
for the

October
16 issue of 

The
Jewish
Post &
News is 

noon
Thursday,
October 10



Autumn has offi-
cially started. The
leaves are just start-
ing to turn, and the
beauty of nature is
all around us. My
friends and family
always took nice
long walks around

Assiniboine and Kildonan Parks. We enjoyed
the walk and the talk, and getting outside and
just communing with nature. Although we
enjoyed the outdoors as children, how much
more, even now do we appreciate the
remembrances of good times shared, both
past and present. 

But  this time of year also brings a nip in the
weather as we begin to move from our sum-
mer barbeques to our more warmly flavoured
fall foods, and nothing brings this more to
mind than those flavourful fall soups. So here
are some of my favourite soup recipes to keep
you warm inside and out, not only through-
out the fall but into the winter months as
well. 

* * *
BLACK BEAN AND LENTIL SOUP

Comfort foods needn’t be high fat or high
calorie. Soup is a great example. You can
make delicious, nutritious, and satisfying
soups, such as this Lentil and Black Bean
soup, which is packed full of low-fat, high
fiber goodness. If you choose to use veg-
etable broth, this makes a great vegetarian
meal.

Cook time: 30 minutes
2 tsp canola oil
1 1/2 cups finely chopped onion
1 celery stalk, diced
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 tbsp ground cumin
1 tbsp chili powder
1 cup green lentils, rinsed
2 15 ounce cans reduced-sodium black
beans, drained and rinsed
1 14 1/2 ounce, can diced tomatoes
4 cups fat-free, low sodium vegetable or

chicken broth
In a large pot, heat oil on a medium heat.

Saute onions, celery, and garlic until soft-
ened, about 4-5 minutes. Sprinkle cumin and
chili powder. Cook for 1 minute until fra-
grant.

Add lentils, black beans, tomatoes and
broth. Bring to a boil, then cover and simmer
for 25 minutes, or until lentils are tender.

* * *
CAULIFLOWER DUMPLING SOUP

Soup:
1/4 cup vegetable oil
1 onion, finely chopped
2-3 tbsp paprika
1 cauliflower head, washed and cut into
medium sized flowers
2 carrots, sliced
8 heaping tsp chicken soup mix
8 cups boiling water
Salt and pepper to taste
Dumplings:
2 cups flour
2 eggs
Salt, to taste
Water, to form a thick paste

In a pan over medium heat, sauté onions in
oil until straw coloured. Remove from heat,
and add paprika.

Return pan to heat and add cauliflower and
carrots. Stir for 2 minutes.

Mix soup mix with water. Add to cauli-
flower mixture and simmer until vegetables
are tender when touch with a fork.

While soup is simmering, prepare dumpling
by mixing flour, eggs, and salt in a bowl. Add
water as necessary to form a thick paste.

Raise soup to a medium heat to boil. Using
a small spoon, drop dumpling paste into
soup. Mix every few seconds to prevent
dumplings from sticking together.

Cook for an additional 10 minutes.
Yields 6-8 servings.

* * *
BROCCOLI AND SWEET POTATO SOUP
Carrots, broccoli, and sweet potatoes are

excellent sources of beta carotene. It can be

made either dairy or pareve.
2 tbsp canola oil
2 large onions, chopped
2 stalks celery, chopped
3 or 4 medium carrots, chopped
1 bunch fresh broccoli (about 4 cups cut, or
3 cups frozen broccoli)
2 medium potatoes, peeled and cut
2 medium sweet potatoes, peeled and cut
7 cups vegetable broth or water
1/2 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf parsley (or 1
tbsp dried)
2 tbsp fresh basil or dill, chopped (or 2 tsp
dried)
1 cup additional water (or use milk, soy, or
rice milk)
1 tsp margarine or butter
Salt and pepper to taste

Heat oil on medium heat in a large heavy-
bottomed soup pot. Add onions and celery.
Saute for 5-7 minutes until softened. If neces-
sary, add a little water to prevent burning.
Add carrots. Cook 3-4 minutes, stirring occa-
sionally.

Add broccoli, potatoes, sweet potatoes, and
broth. Bring to a boil, reduce heat and let
simmer for 20-25 minutes. Add parsley and
basil. Cool slightly.

Using an immersion blender or food
processor, puree part or all the soup until it
reaches the desired texture. Stir in water or
milk and margarine. Season to taste.

Yields 10 servings.
Freezes well.

* * *
SPICY CORN CHOWDER

2 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 medium onion, finely chopped
1 garlic clove, minced
2 celery sticks, chopped
1 large carrot, very finely chopped
1 large potato, 1/2 roughly chopped; 1/2 fine-
ly chopped
1 12 oz can corn, drained
3 1/4 cups water 
1 small red pepper, finely chopped
1/2 medium green pepper, finely chopped

1 tsp bottled jalapeno
peppers (optional)
4 1/2 tbsp cream
Salt to taste

In a large soup pot,
over a medium heat,
sauté onion in oil until
golden, approximately
5 minutes. Add garlic,
and cook for 1 minute.
Add celery, 1/2 carrot,
roughly chopped pota-
to, and 1/2 tin corn.
Cook gently for 2 min-
utes.

Add water. Cover
and bring to a boil.
Simmer gently for
approximately 15 min-
utes until vegetables
are tender. Allow to
cool. Puree until very
smooth.

Return to a clean pot
and stir in peppers,
remaining carrot, fine-
ly chopped potato, and
remaining corn. Cover,
bring to a boil, and
simmer gently for 10
minutes. Stir in cream.

Taste for seasoning,
and reheat gently.

Yields 4 servings
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By

FRANCINE TELLER



It is rather peculiar that Noach means
“comfort.” It’s hardly comforting that cities
and towns were drowned in a flood. Perhaps
it is of some comfort to know that God was
left no choice but to put an end to man’s ter-
rible behaviours. Had the world’s immorality
continued, Earth would have descended into
worse chaos.

The parsha begins by saying that the Earth
had “become corrupt in God’s eyes”. In God’s eyes were people act-
ing immorally, but in man’s eyes, they thought they were doing noth-
ing wrong.

Over time, man became increasingly oblivious to their corrupt
behaviour. It is because repetition of sin dulls the conscience. The first
time we do something wrong, it’s relatively hard to do. We have to
wrestle with our guilt and shame. Thereafter, we can rationalize and
tell ourselves that we had done it previously, and no “real” harm was
done. And after that, small indiscretions accumulate, leaving room for
us to excuse the bigger sins. In Noach’s time, it became so bad that
people did not care whether something was right or wrong – they just
did what was generally accepted to be “good” by everyone else’s stan-
dards, or whatever they felt was right for them. Righteousness and
moral standards were completely absent.

While the world descended into immorality, only Noach remained
righteous. God decided that the world could not continue this way.
Noach was informed by God that a forty-day flood would overtake the
Earth, and that Noach must build an ark to save himself, the animals
of the world, and his family.

It was a poignant lesson: humans debased themselves to the point of
acting like animals, and in response, God chose to save animals over
man.

Noach’s ark was to house every animal of every kind, and to make
a home for them for forty days. It was to take a hundred and twenty
years to build. Besides necessity, there was a good reason why God
had Noach build this colossal boat that would take a lifetime to con-
struct.

The Sages say it was so that each time someone walked by the ark-
in progress, they would ask Noach about this unusual project. He
would warn them about the flood, why it was happening and when it
was happening.

When the end came, no one could claim they didn’t know. And if
they did claim ignorance, it would really be a wilful ignorance.

When the flood finally engulfed the Earth as Noach predicted, the
Torah records no one repenting in their last breath. To their last
moments, people were still convinced their ways were the ‘right’
ways. People closed their ears, eyes and minds, despite the evidence.

Most of us have met people who deny the truth and deny reality,
even when the answers were in front of them the entire time.

* * *
God created The Seven Noachide Laws, as explained in the Talmud

(Sanhedrin 58b), as the laws for Gentiles to observe to attain right-
eousness: Do not murder, do not steal, do not worship false gods, do
not be sexually immoral, do not eat a limb removed from a live ani-
mal, do not trivialize God, and set up courts to bring offenders to jus-
tice.

The Torah’s mitzvot later supplemented these laws for Jews, but the
Jewish sages say that Gentiles, who aren’t obligated to follow Torah,
merit a place in Heaven if they follow the Noachide Laws. Anyone of
any background can become righteous in God-s eyes.

In fact, respect for the world’s peoples is paramount in Judaism.
When King Solomon built the Holy Temple, he requested from God
that He listen to the prayers of Gentiles who come to the Temple
(1Kings 8:41-43).

The Temple, the umbilical cord to the Earth’s spirituality, was actual-
ly referred to by the prophet Isaiah as a “house for all nations.” So
important it is to recognize the rainbow of nations, that the Temple
service during Sukkot included 70 bull offerings, correlating to the 70
nations of the world.
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Parshat Noach -  Do not close your eyes to God’s warning

Israel, other countries warned Kenya of terror attack risk
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel was among the countries that warned

Kenya’s government about the high risk of a terrorist attack in the
months before last week’s attack on a Nairobi mall.

“Israel had warned of attacks on their business interests, but apart
from just being tossed from one office to another, nothing was taken
out of the intelligence reports,” an anonymous official told the
French news agency AFP in a report released Sunday.

A report in the Kenyan daily The Nation, citing a leaked intelli-
gence report, said the treasury, interior, foreign affairs and defense
ministers, as well as the army chief, had been told of the high risk
of a terror attack, according to AFP.

AFP cited security sources as saying that “Israeli services are play-
ing a lead role in the ongoing investigation into the attack.”

Israeli defense officials last week confirmed that a security team
arrived in  Nairobi within hours of the hostage crisis at the Westgate
Mall. The officials said the team advised Kenya authorities on the ter-
rorist standoff at the upscale mall and did not include combat units.



By MARTIN ZEILIG
Dr. Jonas Watson has

some wise words to offer
people who are considering
adopting canines from
remote northern communi-
ties: Be careful!

The intentions of people
to rescue these dogs and
send them to the city are
noble, especially consider-
ing the outcome for these
animals are not always
good (many are destroyed),
says the veterinarian, who
works out of the Tuxedo
Animal Hospital – a full ser-
vice hospital located at 192
- 2025 Corydon Avenue. 

“But, new owners have to
be prepared to take on dogs
with special needs,” contin-
ues Dr. Watson, 35, during
an interview with a reporter
in his office, which is just off the large examination room, at the TAH. 

“These sled dogs are not for everybody. They’re very vocal, high
energy and are bred to pull a sled.”

Dr. Watson, a native of Winnipeg and a self described “cultural Jew,”
has an undergraduate degree from the University of Manitoba and a
Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine from the Western College of
Veterinary Medicine University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon.

He is part of a team from the hospital that visits Churchill, Manitoba
and Rankin Inlet, Nunavut on a regular basis. 

(Twice a year, a Winnipeg Humane Society veterinarian and regis-
tered animal health technician travel to Churchill to hold a Spay and
Neuter Clinic, says information on the WHS website. This team also
travels to other remote communities when requested.)

“We’re offering veterinary medical and surgical services to these
communities which otherwise don’t have any access to health care for
their pets,” explains Dr. Watson, whose mother, Rhoda Watson, spear-
headed the Hebrew bilingual program in Winnipeg many years ago.

“Our clinic has been doing this for about 10 years now. I’ve been
participating for the past couple of years. We do a lot of work with
sled dogs, which means going out to the dog yards owned by the
mushers (people who compete in cross-country races with dog team
and sled).”

He observes that the dogs are mostly husky-hound cross breeds.
“Almost all of these dogs are used in competitive and pleasure rac-

ing,” says Dr. Watson, one of three vets, three animal technologists
(nurses) and several other staff at the hospital, who maintains that the
ability to help people and animals in distress, regardless of what the
outcome might be, is incredibly rewarding.

“Many of them are well cared for by their mushers and owners. But
some of the dogs aren’t and that provides us with an opportunity as
veterinarians to educate these dog owners about proper husbandry
practises for their dogs in these unique settings.”

He adds that the trips up north tend to be four to five days in dura-
tion with lodging and transportation, and sometimes meals, provided

by the particular community.

Dr. Watson also stresses that their working days are often 16-18
hours long during these trips with few, if any, breaks.

“We usually set up in a curling rink or locker room, and practise
guerilla style medicine because we’re using old abandoned hospital
gurneys as surgical tables with spotlights hung overhead with duck
tape,” he continues, emphasizing that he and his team do a lot of
spaying and neutering in Churchill and Rankin Inlet in order to keep
the dog population under control as best as they can, and to educate
the local population about the importance of such things.

“So, the conditions are somewhat less than ideal. But, it does give
you the opportunity to see what you’re capable of doing, and what
you can do with limited resources. It shows how spoiled you are
working in a modern, progressive hospital.”

He’s helping to make life better for dogs and their people.

Dr. JONAS WATSON and friend at
Tuxedo Animal Hospital
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Veterinarian  Jonas Watson has special relationship with northern communities
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By BERNIE BELLAN
A former Winnipegger, Sam Kantor (whose actual name is Amit)

has the starring role in a film that recently won  the Best Canadian
Short Film award at the 2013 Toronto International Film Festival .The
film, which is titled "Noah" was made for a paltry  $300 by two
Ryerson University film students: Walter Woodman, 22, and Patrick
Cederberg, 23.  The short follows a fictional character as he goes
through a breakup with his girlfriend over Facebook. According to a
posting on the Internet, "Woodman said the money was mainly
spent on buying food for the actors."

Sam Kantor got into acting relatively recently, he told me in a
phone interview. Now 21, Kantor was born in Israel and moved
with his family to Winnipeg when he was three. The Kantors
returned to Israel for a while before making their home in Toronto,
where the family now resides. Kantor says that he still has two
uncles and an aunt in Winnipeg.

In a conversation that I had with Kantor, he explained that while
he lived in Winnipeg he was known as Amit, so any of his friends
from those years would only recognize him by that name. Kantor
says that he attended Gray Academy for kindergarten, and went on
to Brock Corydon School in the Hebrew Bilingual program for one
year, before returning to the Gray Academy.

Kantor explains that he fell into acting by chance. He landed a
role on a CBC kids' show when he was a teen and, although he took
a few science courses at university following high school, wasn't
sure in which direction he was headed. He did have a talent for act-
ing - and modeling, however, and it was by pure chance that he
landed the role of Noah after the two students who were making the
film weren't satisfied with the fellow who was their original choice
for the part.

For the past year and a half, Kantor says, he has been enrolled in
a business program at York University. It was during this period that
he played the part of Noah which, he says, paid him absolutely
nothing, and which he did entirely "for fun". 

Kantor adds that he has an upcoming role in a Disney production
of some sort, but he's not allowed to talk about it. 

If you'd like to watch the entire film, which is only 17 minutes
long, it is available on our website at http://www.jewishpostand-
news.ca/home/video-library/viewvideo/120/entertainment/noah-
short-film.

Former Winnipegger Sam Kantor has starring
role in film that won major award at 
Toronto International Film Festival

SAM KANTOR (above and inset), who plays
Noah in the film of the same name and
CAITLIN MCCONKEY-PIRIE, who plays his
girlfriend Amy,  in a scene from the movie. The
entire 17-minute film, which can be seen on our website, takes place
on Noah’s computer and iPhone screens.


