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For first time in years, 
Gray Academy shows a major

increase in enrolment

By BERNIE BELLAN

A
fter seven years of almost steady
declines in enrolment at Gray
Academy, the school has reversed that

trend this year, with the total number of stu-
dents now standing at 494 – as opposed to last
year’s figure (at year’s end) of 470 students.

(When we reported on school enrolments
last October, we reported that Gray Academy
had 466 students. That information was taken
from Gray Academy’s Facebook page, as we
were told last year that Gray Academy would
not respond to our request for enrolment fig-
ures.)

The enrolment figure of 494 represents the
most number of students – from junior kinder-
garten through Grade 12, that Gray Academy
has had since 2015, when there were 501 stu-
dents enrolled. Since that year, enrolments
were: 486 in 2016, 466 in 2017, and 466 in
2018.

The school did have in the neighbourhood of
600 students from 2009-2013, but the 2014
school year marked a precipitous decline in
enrolment – from 590 in 2013 to 500 in 2014.
Ever since, Gray Academy’s enrolment has
been hovering below the 500 figure.

It is interesting to note, however, that when
Gray Academy first opened in September

1997, it had 842 students, which is 41% more
than currently. When we met with representa-
tives of Gray Academy on Friday, September
20 to discuss reasons that enrolment has
increased substantially this school year, we did
ask how on earth the school ever managed to
accommodate 842 students, given that it had
no more space than it currently holds? 

We suggested that there might be surplus
space that could be given over to the Rady JCC
to add another day care, for instance. We were
invited to take a tour of the school to see that
the school is utilizing its space efficiently and
to see that there is no possibility of giving up
any space. 

As far as why enrolment at Gray Academy is

Continued on next page.

New book tells story of Operation Ezra
O

n Tuesday, Sept. 24, a book
launch was held at the
Berney Theatre of the Asper

Campus, for a publication entitled
“OPERATION EZRA: Winnipeg’s
Jewish Community-led Interfaith
Response to the Survivors of the
Yazidi Genocide”. About 100 men,
women and children attended the
event, which was sponsored by
Operation Ezra and the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western Canada.

Belle Jarniewski, Executive
Director of the Jewish Heritage
Centre, gave opening remarks and
introduced a panel composed of six
individuals, all of whom have some
connection to Operation Ezra:
Chana Thau, who conducted inter-
views with key players and Yazidi
refugees, and who also authored the
book; Nafiya Naso, the young Yazidi woman who brought the matter to the
attention of the Jewish community in 2015 and who has since worked tire-
lessly to help her people (and is now employed at Jewish Child and Family
Service); Lorne Weiss, former President of Congregation Shaarey Zedek,
who worked with Nafiya to lobby the Canadian government to bring over
more Yazidi refugees; Ray Harris, representing the Salvation Army as well
as the Manitoba Multifaith Council, and who has been an active participant
in Operation Ezra almost from its inception; Jamileh Naso, Nafiya’s sister,
who has been involved with Operation Ezra in various ways, most recently,
as a representative of the Yazidi community in Canada to a conference on
cultural trauma held in Greece; and Dimah Abdulkareem, a young govern-
ment-sponsored Yazidi woman who came to Canada shortly before the geno-
cide.

Following are the remarks given by Chana Thau at the book launch:
I first learned of the Yazidi people by chance, when a family moved into

my neighbourhood about ten years ago. Then came August 3, 2014 - the
beginning of the genocide of the Yazidis in northern Iraq by the funda-
mentalist, Sunni Moslem ISIL, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant.

ISIL attacked the Yazidis in the
Sinjar region of Iraq, where
400,000 of Iraq’s 600,000 Yazidis
lived! Most who were able fled to
nearby Mt. Sinjar, where they
remained under siege. Many, espe-
cially the very young and very old,
died from starvation, dehydration
or injuries from the attack. An addi-
tional 6800 Yazidis were captured.
Young boys were forcibly convert-
ed and forced to become ISIL fight-
ers. Young girls and women were
sold and resold as sex slaves. The
accounts of the atrocities ISIL com-
mitted are horrifyingly similar to
the Nazi war crimes against Jews.

A young Yazidi woman named
Nafiya Naso brought the plight of
her people to the attention of the
Jewish community, through talking

to a small group in the summer of 2015. The initial reaction in the group
was one of horror and the feeling that they must do something to help.
During and after the Second World War, not much was done to help the
Jews. Canada had a foreign minister who, when asked about admitting
Jewish refugees, said, “None is too many.” Jews could not stand by and see
another group suffer like that. From the small group formed in the summer
of 2015, Operation Ezra grew to a larger community group by the fall. Its
name is derived from that of the prophet, Ezra, who came from the same
region - Mesopotamia; the word “ezrah” also means ‘help’ in Hebrew,
First, JCFS and the Jewish Federation came on board, then Congregation
Shaarey Zedek. Before long, this became a larger community partnership,
including several faith groups and corporate partners. Under the capable
and unrelenting guidance and hard work of Michel Aziza, Belle Jarniewski
and Nafiya Naso, a working committee was formed and many, many vol-
unteers came forward. (Ed. note: One of the key individuals who was also
heavily  involved in helping Yazidis here was Yolanda Papini-Pollock.)

In the first two years, Operation Ezra managed to raise enough money to
privately sponsor 55 individuals from
refugee camps in Turkey. An additional

Yazidi children receiving treats from Operation Ezra volunteers at a
barbeque in Assinboine Park in June 2018. The fellow in the dark
glasses kneeling is Michel Aziza, who has been one of the key figures
behind Operation Ezra.

Continued on next page.



10 just arrived last week and anoth-
er eight are awaiting completion of
the paperwork. Members of the
Winnipeg general and Jewish com-
munities have been amazingly gen-
erous in their donations of house-
hold furniture, kitchen ware, linens,
and clothing. To name but a few,
Sobeys on Taylor and Food Fare
have donated food; Canadian
Footwear provides shoes and boots
to the new arrivals. Salvation Army
gives mattresses and has brought
big bags of clothing to the airport
for every new arrival. Volunteers
have helped in EAL classes, tutoring, driving people to medical appoint-
ments and other places. I initially worked with one family for a year, tutor-
ing the parents and one child in English, as the government EAL classes
had large waiting lists due to the influx of Syrian refugees at the time.

In addition, through the efforts of Nafiya, Lorne Weiss and Anita Neville
of the working committee, Ottawa was lobbied and eventually agreed to
admit 1200 Yazidi refugees in 2018. Of these, 250 came to Winnipeg.
Operation Ezra has also extended several kinds of assistance the govern-
ment-sponsored refugees, mostly women and children who had experi-
enced captivity and whose men were either slaughtered or are still being
held captive.

About two years ago, I was approached to write this book documenting
the accomplishments of OE to date. As it is a unique project, at least in
North America, it was felt that this should be recorded in print. A grant was
obtained from the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, and I went to work. 

Part I of the book gives a history of the Yazidi people, and some of the
similarities of their religion with Judaism. In addition, they, like we, have
a long history of persecution for being of a faith different from the prevail-
ing one in the countries where they lived. Part Two describes how
Operation Ezra came to be, and describes some of the key players who
helped it become successful. Part Three describes the activities of OE in the
first two years. After Jamileh and I were interviewed on CTV before the

b o o k
launch ,
she expressed the view that, since the Yazidis have a primarily oral history
and not a written one, this book is especially significant.

I have had the privilege of interviewing several members of the Yazidi
people sponsored by Operation Ezra, with the capable assistance of Nafiya
and her sister, Jamileh, as interpreters. As most of the adults spoke little if
any English, they made the interview appointments and came with me to
translate back and forth between English to Kurmanji, the dialect of
Kurdish spoken by the Yazidis. I am grateful for the cooperation of these
people, who welcomed me into their homes, shared their stories and fed me
with naan and their other traditional foods. 

To conclude, Operation Ezra is a one-of-a-kind project that does our
community proud. I want to extend my congratulations to the group for all
of its fine work. May we continue to go from strength to strength!

up this year, we were offered a
number of reasons for the

increase, including:
• Of the number of students who were eligible to return for the current

school year, only 17 chose not to; in the two previous school years, the
comparable figures were 29 and 33. The school refers to this “retention
rate” as the key reason for the increase in enrolment this year.

• While a number of students left the school because their families left
Winnipeg (17), that figure was similar to numbers for the previous two
school years: 16 and 21.

• There are actually 88 new students in the school. As one might expect,
a good portion of those students are either in junior kindergarten or
kindergarten (48 students), but there are also 20 new students in Grades
1-6 and 20 new students in Grades 7-12.

Prior to our meeting with representatives from Gray Academy, we had
asked for detailed information about where the new students were com-
ing from.

We were given the following information:
From Independent (which could include schools such as St. John’s

Ravenscourt, Balmoral Hall, St. Mary’s Academy, and St. Paul’s
Collegiate) – 2

From Oholei Torah (at the Jewish Learning Centre, run by the
Lubavitch movement) – 2

From Hebrew Bilingual (Brock Corydon) – 5. We asked whether all
five students entered into Grade 7. We were told that three of them had,
but that two others were in younger grades, as their parents wanted them
to be in the same school as their siblings who had gone into Grade 7.

From other public schools – 11
From another city in Canada – 2
New to Canada – 22
International students – 5
One of the most interesting facts to emerge from our meeting at Gray

Academy was that four students in the high school (which includes
Grades 7-12) had returned to Gray Academy after having attended anoth-
er school the previous year.

One other aspect of the enrolment at Gray Academy that was shown to
us during our meeting on September 20 is how widely distributed geo-
graphically the student population is. We were handed a map that showed
where students live in Winnipeg. As one might expect, the largest pro-
portion is concentrated in the River Heights, Tuxedo, Lindenwoods, and
Whyte Ridge areas. There are also significant numbers in the
Charleswood and Bridgewater areas of Winnipeg, with smaller numbers
in south-east Winnipeg and Transcona – and very few in the north part or
the city. 

One other question that we did ask in an email a few days after the Sept.
20 meeting was: How many students at Gray Academy aren’t Jewish?

The answer, as sent to me by Andrea Ritter, who is the new Director,
Marketing and Communications at the school, was “Approximately 5%
of our student population is not Jewish.”

Insofar as reporting enrolment figures in the Hebrew Bilingual program
at Brock Corydon is concerned, we are told that those figures will not be
available until after Sept. 30. We hope to have them in our Oct. 16 issue.
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Yazidi refugees in Turkey in 2015 waiting to be housed in
tents.

Yazidi refugees in Turkey - Operation Ezra
provided vital assistance to refugees living in
camps there.
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Faren & Keevin Bernstein

Esther & Hy Dashevsky

Joe Elfenbaum

Daniela & Eric Jacobsohn

Paula Parks

Lionel Steiman in memory of
Hersch Leib (Louis) Steiman

Introducing this year's Signers:

Tickets available now
WWW.JEWISHFOUNDATION.ORG

or call 204.477.7520

A beautiful journey of love and inspiration 
told through a collection of Endowment 
Book of Life stories and song

Featuring a special performance by Winnipeg Jewish Theatre

THE ENDOWMENT

BOOK OF LIFE

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 27
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
Viscount Gort Hotel
Dietary laws observed

Help us celebrate the special 
people who have made the 

choice to care for our 
community by leaving

lasting gifts to the JFM.
Tickets are $36 each.

V ortt GiscounV otelt H

ontrroI

D
V

g this year's Sducino

edvws obsery laietarD
ort Ht GiscounV

gneig this year's S

ed
otelort H

s:rgne

eaturing a special performance by WFeaturing a special performance by W eheatrewish Tinnipeg Jeaturing a special performance by W e

ife stories and songook of LB
ough a collection of Etold thr

A beautiful journey of lo

ife stories and song
t ndowmenough a collection of E

e and inspiration vA beautiful journey of lo e and inspiration 



Short takes
T

he week just past afforded me the opportu-
nity to assess whether there would still be
an interest in two different ventures that

originated several years ago – but have since lain
dormant for a while: A meeting of what is known
as the “Jewish Business Network” and the sale of
fresh kosher meat in Winnipeg.

It’s not easy to find much in common between
those two projects – except that they’re both

intended to appeal to a certain segment of the Jewish community – and I
think it’s fairly safe to say, at least based on personal observation, that those
are two disparate groups.

The Jewish Business Network came into being three summers ago. At the
time I had proposed to Gayle Waxman and Tamar Barr, who were the exec-
utive director and assistant executive director respectively at the Rady JCC
at that time (and Tamar remains so) that there ought to be some way for
Jewish businesspeople to meet each other in a totally relaxed atmosphere –
and without any cost attached to joining the group. Both Gayle and Tamar
readily agreed and threw their full support behind the idea. Ultimately, we
held our first meeting on a hot summer weekday evening – outside in the
courtyard of the campus.

The results were far more than either Gayle, Tamar, or I had expected. We
had well over 100 people attend our first meeting in the summer of 2017
and follow-up meetings continued to attract large crowds. At the same time
though, there was a continual turnover in who attended the meetings. I still
have a database of over 130 names of individuals who attended at least one
of the first few meetings, but when I compare those names with the names
of the individuals who attended our most recent meeting – held on
September 24 in the Multipurpose Room of the Asper campus, I would esti-
mate that perhaps only 20% of the approximately 90 individuals who
attended had been at the very first meeting.

Frankly, I was surprised at how many people did turn out for this meet-
ing. After all, it had been almost a year since our last meeting (in November
2018). The reason for the protracted wait for another meeting was that Julia
Kramskoy, who had taken on the primary role of coordinating the JBN for
its first two years, had left the Rady JCC in the winter of 2019 to go back
to school. The new coordinator, Marina Grinshpoon, will no doubt bring a
renewed energy to the group.

There were several other observations that I made at this most recent
meeting. The overwhelming majority of those in attendance were newcom-
ers to Winnipeg. Granted, some of them have been in Winnipeg for many
years now, but they almost all had in common that they had come from over-
seas – from Israel for the most part (although, of those, a very large propor-
tion had come from either Russia or Ukraine before moving to Israel).

Still, I was curious to know more about what was drawing those who did
come to this meeting to a “Jewish” business network. Beyond the obvious
point that they all had in common, which was to network with other Jewish

businesspeople, I want-
ed to know as much as I
could possibly glean in
the roughly two hours
we had to meet one
another about what had
brought them to
Winnipeg, and whether
they thought Winnipeg
was a good place to do
business.

What I learned is that
– at least among the
individuals with whom
I spoke, they held a
tremendous apprecia-
tion for what coming to
Canada has afforded
them – and what the
Jewish community has
done to make them feel
welcome. Several told
me that it would have
been impossible to start
a business in Israel the
way they had done so
in Winnipeg. There are
just too many obstacles
to starting one in Israel,
they told me,  the pri-
mary one being an
inability to finance a
business there.

As I moved from group to group during the roundtable series of meetings
we had – with everyone being asked to move to different tables during the
course of the evening and introduce themselves to someone whom they
hadn’t met previously, I was surprised at the diverse range of occupations
people had.

There were IT professionals, tradespeople (including people in the build-
ing trades, locksmiths, tile makers and installers, cabinet makers…the list
goes on), real estate agents, people in finance (mortgage brokers, loan spe-
cialists, financial advisers), and many individuals involved in food related
industries – especially bakers. 

That’s just a small sample of the individuals whom I met. Frankly, I did-
n’t understand what some of their occupations were. Some of the business
cards that I picked up referred to high-tech occupations I don’t have a clue
what they mean. (One card referred to a “GIS Specialist”. I had to look that
up to find out that GIS means “Geographic Information System”.)

But, no matter to whom I talked, they all said they were glad of the
opportunity to have their own business to run – no matter the challenges
they may face.

And, it’s no small part due to the Rady JCC having taken responsibility
for hosting these business network meetings that such a polyglot group has
continued to attend. 

The fact that so many newcomers were willing to come to a meeting of a
group that hadn’t met for almost a full yearl speaks to two of their princi-
pal objectives: To succeed in business and to mix with other Jews. I would
suggest that, if you’re at all interested in seeing what the future of the
Jewish community here looks like, you might want to attend the next meet-
ing of the JBN – even if it’s simply as an observer (which I myself was for
a good portion of the evening as I moved around the room, listening to oth-
ers describe their often fascinating backgrounds), rather than as an active
participant trying to drum up business.

The other story to which I referred at the beginning of this column was
the renewed effort to bring fresh kosher meat to Winnipeg. I asked Rabbi
Yossi Benarroch, who is the man primarily responsible for kashrut in
Winnipeg, how the effort had gone. 

While Rabbi Benarroch wanted to make clear that he played no active
role in the sale of fresh kosher meat beyond insuring that everything was
done according to halacha, he did tell me that it seemed to have gone quite
well. Apparently there were some technical difficulties involved in getting
the meat to Winnipeg on time, as the beef came from Toronto – and was cut
and koshered in Carmen, Manitoba, while the lamb and goat that was sold
was actually slaughtered in Carmen and koshered there.

Still, According to Rabbi Benarroch, over 100 different individuals did
buy various cuts of fresh kosher meat, which were brought here in a truck
from Carmen and picked up at the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia synagogue.

I remarked to Rabbi Benarroch that the price list that I saw for the vari-
ous cuts seemed to offer extraordinarily good bargains and that, if the indi-
vidual who organized this particular meat sale, Yossi Saddon, were to
attempt to do it on a regular basis, there would bound to be a very positive
reaction.

Yet, it is difficult to know exactly how much demand there would be if
this most recent experience were to be repeated on a regular basis. Rabbi
Benarroch himself said he wasn’t sure how many individuals in Winnipeg
would want to keep buying fresh kosher meat. After all, he noted, four dif-
ferent stores in Winnipeg are selling frozen kosher meat (and poultry), so
there should be sufficient product here to satisfy demand for kosher meat.

I responded though, that I have been told that the frozen meat available
in supermarkets here can often sit for months at a time without being sold,
so it’s hard to gauge actual demand. At the same time, one should be aware
that kosher meat is also “halal”, meaning that it can be consumed by
Muslims, which makes it even more difficult to determine how much of the
product available in supermarkets here is actually being purchased by
Jews.

One other thing about this most recent sale of kosher meat: The prices
were extraordinarily low. For example, lean ground beef was only $7.85/lb.
When you consider that non-kosher lean ground beef sells in the $6-7/lb.
price range, while frozen kosher ground beef is typically three times that
price in supermarkets that sell kosher meat, you can begin to form some
idea how good a deal Yossi Saddon was offering.

Whether his economic model is sustainable in the long run is another
question, but I’m sure for many individuals the idea of being able to buy
fresh kosher meat at highly affordable prices is a proposition they can learn
to love. Further, as I mentioned when I wrote about this particular meat
sale, not only were the usual cuts of beef being offered – at very good
prices, cuts from the hind of the cow were also being offered for sale. (I
explained that you can almost never find those cuts available as kosher in
North America except for a few butcher shops in some of the largest cities
in the U.S.).

If you are interested in buying fresh kosher meat in the future and were
not aware of this most recent sale, but would like to be added to the email
list of potential customers, you can contact me and I’ll pass your name
along to the concerned parties.
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Comment

Your voice counts. Vote! 
Peter Subissati is Manager, Communications

at the Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs
(CIJA)

Election season is officially underway, and so
begins our collective exercise in civic responsi-
bility. 

The upcoming election coincides with the holy
day of Shemini Atzeret, which presents a dilem-
ma for observant Jews. As a result, the Centre for

Israel and Jewish Affairs (CIJA) has been working closely with Elections
Canada to ensure that each and every member of our community has the
information they need to participate fully in Canadian democracy.

There are many advance voting options. These include voting in
advanced polls; by mail; at Elections Canada offices; on campus (open to
students and non-students); and at additional Elections Canada service
points which will soon be set up in ridings where there is a significant
Jewish population. 

With so many options, the process may seem confusing, which is why
we’ve created the CIJA Election Hub. All options – and how to access them
– are easily found online. Please visit www.cija.ca/election-hub to learn more. 

As Jews, we believe strongly in the foundational democratic freedoms
and values of Canada. Elections at all levels are opportunities to advance
the issues that matter most to our community. Our participation in that

process is imperative because it’s the most effective a way to make our
voices heard. Consider recent progress on our issues.

Since the last federal election, CIJA’s advocacy efforts have led to tangi-
ble outcomes for Canadian Jews: strengthening hate laws to protect our
schools and community centres; increasing security infrastructure for
Jewish community institutions; launching a Justice Committee inquiry into
online hate; securing federal adoption of the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) definition of antisemitism; ensuring multi-
partisan condemnation of BDS; securing the renewal and expansion of
Canada-Israel free trade; passing an accessibility law for people with dis-
abilities; and securing a federal ban on genetic discrimination. 

Earlier this year, we held our annual national grassroots consultations.
Your feedback was instrumental in shaping our advocacy priorities ahead
of the current campaign. In conversations in Montreal, Ottawa, Toronto,
Winnipeg, Edmonton, and Vancouver, you told us that you want designat-
ed police units to counter hate crime and security rebates to protect our
community institutions. You confirmed the necessity of a national strategy
to tackle online hate and radicalization and for continued support for Israel
at the United Nations. Your opinion was that diplomatic pressure on
Eastern European governments to pass effective Holocaust restitution laws
must be maintained. You also urged improved access to the Disability Tax
Credit and – not surprisingly – to move Canada’s fixed election date away
from Jewish holidays. 

We know the issues that matter to you – and we know how to communi-
cate them to our elected officials, but our advocacy efforts are only as
strong as the community we are proud to represent. 

Now is the time to tell the candidates in your riding what matters most to
you. Talk to candidates. Tell campaign representatives about your issues
and how they affect your vote. Then get out there to vote. Casting your bal-
lot in this election is the only way to ensure that your voice, and the voice
of Canadian Jews, is well and truly heard. 

To access CIJA’s Election Hub and Federal Election Issues Guide visit:
https://cija.ca/election-hub/. 

Corrections
In our Sept. 18

we ran two pho-
tos that had
inaccurate cap-
tions.

The photo of
b e n e f i c i a r y
agencies receiv-
ing a cheque
from the Jewish
F e d e r a t i o n
showed a blank
cheque. Later
the Federation
updated the
photo (in
Photoshop) to
indicate the
actual amount
received by all
b e n e f i c i a r y
agencies. That amount is shown in the above photo.

The photo of a
dancer from the
Chai-Rusalka con-
cert indicated that
the dancer was a
member of Chai.
In fact, he was a
member of
Rusalka. In that
particular photo
he, and several
other male
Rusalka dancers,
donned Chai cos-
tumes and per-
formed the routine
as members of
Chai. At the same
time, several male
members of
Rusalka wore Rusalka costumes - in the same routine. There, is that clear
now?

More about the Albert St. Y
Dear Bernie

Although I left Winnipeg 78 years ago I still subscribe to your news-
paper.

In your Sept. 4 issue you wrote an article about the 91 Albert St.
YMHA so I thought I would give you my experience at the Y.

I joined YMHA in 1936, each Sunday morning I would wake up early
pack up my gym bag and leave my home at 376 Anderson Ave. in the
North End head for Main St. and my walk to 91 Albert St. Even though
Winnipeg street car tickets were 10 for a quarter I could not afford to
buy them.

Arriving at 91 Albert I would change into my gym clothes and head
for the gym to be greeted by Leible and the other members. Leible was
our idol. We all thought he was the greatest. He taught all kinds of exer-
cises including how to build a human pyramid. After a great workout
we headed upstairs to the auditorium where we learned to play floor
hockey with broom handles and a felt donut for a puck. Teams were
chosen and the games became very competitive.

Following the floor games we would shower and relax before head-
ing for home.

If I was lucky to have enough money I would stop at the small deli in
the lounge and treat myself to a cornbeef sandwich 10¢ and a Wynola
05¢ grand total 15¢.

Then off I went to Main St. and my walk home to the North End.
Yours truly
Nathan Isaacs (Isaacovitch)
Age 96

Wrong pole
Bernie, that little pole in the

picture on page 21 of the
Jewish post of September 18
is certainly not the same one
that graced the middle of the
gym at the old Y. The one in
the gym was a structural piece
of some considerable girth
and was probably about 2 ft.
Having run into it on more
than one occasion, I remem-
ber it well. 
Joe Wilder

LETTERS

By

PETER SUBISSATI

wrong pole Could this be
the right pole?

Ed. response: The question
which pole ran up the middle
of the old Albert St. Y contin-
ues to haunt me. At right we
have two pictures of poles
from 91 Albert St.

After a forensic investiga-
tion we have concluded the
pole on the right is the pole in
question. 



Free Press dedicated cannabis reporter 
Solomon Israel has deep roots in Winnipeg

A
lthough relatively
new to Winnipeg,
Winnipeg Free

Press cannabis specialist
Solomon Israel has deep
family roots in our com-
munity. While he was
born and raised in Boston,
both of his parents - Linda
Matchan and the late Dr.

David Israel, were originally from our community.
“We used to come to Winnipeg maybe once a

year when I was a kid to see my grandparents
(Manly and Debbie Israel, and Red and Lillian
Matchan),” he recalls. “The visits here gave me
some perspective as to how my parents grew up.”

He comments how, in Winnipeg, a lot of people
seem to recognize him as compared to the
anonymity of living in Toronto.

Just as Winnipeg is in his genes, so is journalism
in his blood. His mother, Linda, is a long time
reporter for the Boston Globe – as well as a con-
tributor to other prestigious American newspapers
– and an award-winning documentary filmmaker.
And his mother’s older sister, Carol Novis, who
lives in Israel, used to write for the Jerusalem Post.

In fact, Israel’s introduction to journalism came in Israel, where he
interned at the Jerusalem Post for a period of time after graduating from
the University of Toronto. “Because the paper was understaffed at the time,
I had an opportunity to experience real journalism in a variety of settings,”
he says.

On returning to Boston, he notes that he free-lanced for the Boston Globe
for a year. “I decided that I wanted to learn more of the technical skills

involved in journalism,” he says. “So I applied
to the Masters in Journalism program at
Carleton University.

“I preferred Canada culturally to the United
States,” he adds, in explaining his choice to
study at Canadian universities. 

Upon graduating in 2011, the budding jour-
nalist went right to work at the CBC.

During six years at the CBC, he notes, he
worked mostly in business news. He was a
producer of the “Lang and O’Leary Report”,
and was part of the CBC News Network.
Eventually, he was assigned to write business
news for cbc.ca.

About two years ago, he decided that he
wanted to focus more on reporting. “I became
really interested in the issues related to
cannabis from a business standpoint ahead of
the government’s legislation legalizing
cannabis,” he says.

It turns out that the Winnipeg Free Press
was thinking along the same lines. The Free
Press posted an ad for a dedicated cannabis
reporter to produce stories related to legaliza-
tion.

“It was a great opportunity for me,” Israel says. “The Free Press was one
of the first newspapers in Canada to focus on cannabis issues.”

Although Israel also writes articles on local issues for the paper, his prin-
cipal beat is The Leaf – Cannabis News (theleafnews.ca). (Some of the sto-
ries also appear in the print edition of the Free Press as well.)

“I try to write for people who don’t necessarily know anything about
cannabis,” Israel explains. “I have enjoyed getting to know the subject real-
ly well so that I can write about it with confidence and intelligently.”

A recent issue on line, for example, has Israel exploring what
the federal political party leaders are saying (or not saying, he
points out) about shaping cannabis policy after the election. In
that same issue, he writes about the ill effects of liquid vaporiz-
ers and the effects on pets to cannabis exposure, as well as
reprinting relevant national and international stories.

He also writes a regular advice column called “Dear Herb”. “I
get a lot of questions about what the laws are,” he reports. “For
example, the law states that you can only use cannabis on pri-
vate property.

“I also get a lot of letters from people using cannabis for med-
ical purposes.”

He adds that he really enjoys working for the Free Press. “The
Free Press is still very well respected in Winnipeg,” he says.
“That opens a lot of doors for reporters. People are willing to
talk to Free Press reporters. I consider it a privilege to be able
to work for the Free Press.”

Israel says that he gives our provincial government credit for
doing a reasonable job in making legal cannabis accessible in
Winnipeg. “Legal cannabis is harder to find outside of Winnipeg
– but it is improving,” he notes. 

For the foreseeable future, Solomon Israel has settled into his
new community – and enjoys walking and biking in his
Wolseley neighbourhood.
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Solomon Israel: “I try to write for people who
don’t necessarily know anything about
cannabis.”
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(JTA) – As votes were counted fol-
lowing last week’s election in Israel,
many saw the results as a loss for
longtime Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu.

After all, Netanyahu’s right-wing
Likud Party won fewer seats than the
Blue and White party of his main

competitor Benny Gantz.
So it came as a surprise for many on Wednesday when Israeli

President Reuven Rivlin decided to give Netanyahu, rather than
Gantz, the first shot at forming a ruling government.

The Sept. 17 election wasn’t just a battle between Netanyahu
and Gantz, or Likud and Blue and White. The two men represent
the country’s two largest parties, but Israel’s electoral process
isn’t that simple. In the current system, whichever party wins the
most votes still has to create a coalition of parties that together
makes up a majority of seats in the Knesset, Israel’s parliament.

In other words, to lead the country, the parties need to work
with smaller parties and convince them to join their coalitions to
reach the magic majority number of seats: 61.

At the moment, neither Netanyahu or Gantz has an easy path to a coali-
tion of 61 seats – but Rivlin decided that Netanyahu has a slightly better
chance.

Even with that opportunity, Netanyahu might not emerge victorious when
all is said and done.

Still confused? Here’s a quick breakdown of how it works, and what
could happen next.

How does Israel’s electoral system work?
There are 120 seats in the Knesset. The number of parties fluctuates as

they disintegrate and give way to new ones – and most don’t get enough
votes to pass the threshold needed to make it to the Knesset. For a break-
down of the country’s major parties, check out this guide.

Israeli citizens do not vote for specific politicians but rather for parties,
whose members then vote for their leaders. No party has ever been able to
get a majority of seats in the Knesset on its own, so parties have had to
form coalitions with each other throughout Israel’s history.

Netanyahu’s last coalition included a number of religious and nationalist
right-wing parties. Gantz partnered with a number of centrist and left-wing
parties, and this time around he has also earned the support of the Arab
Joint List – a group of Arab parties that have never before been included in
a governing bloc (the List’s leader Ayman Odeh said it would not official-
ly join his government but support him from outside the ruling coalition).

How did we get here?
In his most recent coalition, in addition to the nationalist and religious

parties, Netanyahu also teamed up with the secular-nationalist Yisrael
Beiteinu, led by Avigdor Liberman.

But that fell apart at the end of last year, when Liberman got angry over
a cease-fire agreement brokered with Gaza and Netanyahu’s refusal to pass
a bill to extend the military draft to involve more haredi Orthodox men.
Afraid that his coalition would crumble, Netanyahu called for new elec-
tions, which took place in April.

Though it seemed he was poised to form a right-ring coalition following
those elections, he didn’t garner quite enough votes and support to do so.
Gantz and his team of seasoned politicians – including Yair Lapid and for-
mer Defense Minister Moshe Yaalon – made a formidable debut on the
national stage. That gridlock triggered a second election.

Why does the president get to choose, and why did he choose
Netanyahu?

Though the Israeli president is mainly a ceremonial figurehead, the office
does have one important role in forming the post-election government:
deciding who has the best chance at forming a ruling coalition and giving
that leader the chance to do so.

Initially, it seemed that Netanyahu and Gantz
might work together to form what is called a
unity government, in which they each hold

prominent positions and possibly even trade off the prime minister role.
But that possibility fell apart after days of negotiations, and Rivlin – who
has clashed publicly with Netanyahu in the past – decided to grant the sit-
ting prime minister 28 days to try to form a ruling coalition.

Rivlin ultimately sees an easier path to 61 seats for Netanyahu and his
allies, because there are simply more elected right-wing lawmakers than
there are centrist and left-wing ones. Rivlin also take the recommendations
of the elected Knesset members into account. In the end, it still came down
to numbers: parties with a total of 55 seats recommended Netanyahu to
form the next government, while 54 recommended Gantz.

Even so, the eight seats that Liberman won loom large and would tip
either side over 61 – but Liberman has insisted on the idea of a unity gov-
ernment, and won’t pledge his help to either Netanyahu or Gantz on their
own. So plenty of negotiating remains to be done.

What happens next?
To say the picture is unclear might be an understatement.
“My inability to form a government is slightly less than that of Gantz,”

Netanyahu said Wednesday.
Some analysts say that Netanyahu is unlikely to get his allies together,

again, and that could seriously damage his reputation – or even lead to a
third election. Others say that whether he forms a ruling coalition or not,
being the first one to try to do so boosts his public image as a leader.

Gantz might actually be happy about the way things have worked out so
far. Ayman Odeh, the leader of the Arab Joint List Party, said that Gantz’s
party strategically asked him to have only 10 out of his 13 Knesset mem-
bers recommend
Gantz as leader of the
country, essentially
handing the first shot
at the coalition-build-
ing to Netanyahu.
Perhaps Gantz feels
that if Netanyahu fails
first, the country will
rally around the Blue
and White leader to
avoid that dreaded
third election.

Either way, there is
a lot to watch for in
the coming weeks.

Netanyahu didn’t win Israel’s election. 
So why is he getting the chance to form a government?

Israeli President Reuven Rivlin
presents Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, left, with
the mandate to form a new
government, at the President’s
Residence in Jerusalem, Sept.
25, 2019. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

Wednesday, October 2, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   7

Israel news

There are now more than 9 million people living in Israel

By

JOSEFIN DOLSTEN

(JTA) — There are now 9.092 million people
living in Israel.

The country’s Central Bureau of Statistics
released the number in its annual report ahead
of the Jewish new year, which starts on Sunday
evening.

The total represents an increase of 184,00
people, or 2.1 percent, since last Rosh
Hashanah. That growth is similar to that of pre-
vious years, the report said.

The current total population includes 6.744

million Jews, 1.907 million Arabs and 441,000
people who identify with neither group.

This Jewish year, 196,000 babies were born
and 50,000 people died. Thirty-eight thousand
people immigrated to the country, including
35,000 people who were new immigrants under
the Law of Return, which guarantees Israeli cit-
izens to those with at least one Jewish grand-
parents, converts or people married to Jews.

Israel’s population is expected to grow to 10
million people by 2024, according to the report.

Would-be kingmaker Avigdor Liberman with
would-be PM Benny Gantz - who deliberate-
ly wanted Netanyahu to get first crack at
forming a government.
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SARASOTA, Florida (JTA) – Most
American Jewish day schools go all in on
Hanukkah, in part to remind their students that
Jews have a winter holiday of their own.

But when December rolls around at the
Hershorin Schiff Community Day School in
southwestern Florida, you’re almost as likely to
see kids drawing Christmas trees as menorahs or
dreidels. That’s because the school asks its stu-

dents to design their own holiday plates – and almost half the students at
this Jewish day school are not Jewish.

“Even though we only teach about Hanukkah, if they say, ‘we’re excited
that we have a Christmas tree and a menorah in our house,’ if it’s important
to our kids, we’re going to honor that and create a space for them to share
that,” said Dan Ceaser, the head of school. “So while we’re teaching our
Jewish traditions, we are creating a space for families to share their tradi-
tions and we are honoring those as well.”

The school has always been open to non-Jews, but it began emphasizing
that inclusiveness – including a mission statement welcoming “children of
all faiths” – when Ceaser, in his first job at a Jewish school, came on in
2015. Since then, Community Day’s enrollment has more than tripled,
from 67 students in 2015 to 275 in the upcoming school year. It has stu-
dents from preschool through eighth grade in a city with about 20,000
Jews.

The school is trying to
strike a balance between
teaching Jewish values,
culture and practice on
the one hand, and
remaining inclusive on
the other. In addition to
its Judaism, the school
appeals to families by
emphasizing its diversity
(students’ families hail
from 40 countries) and a
philosophy of indepen-
dent, project-based
learning.

The school is explicitly
trying to serve as a
model for other Jewish
day schools as non-
Orthodox Jewish schools
struggle with rising costs
and declining affiliation.
Another experiment in
pluralistic Jewish educa-
tion, the American
Hebrew Academy board-

ing school in North Carolina, closed
abruptly this year, citing financial chal-
lenges.

For more than a decade, Hebrew-lan-
guage charter schools have pursued a simi-
lar model. They’re open to students of all
faiths and backgrounds and, in order to
accept public funding, emphasize Israeli
culture, not religious identity. What sets the
Sarasota school apart is that, unlike charter
schools, it is explicitly Jewish. Students
pray, eat kosher-style food and celebrate
Shabbat. Tuition is on a sliding scale, but
averages $9,300 per child.

“The best way to fight anti-Semitism and
injustice is not just to educate Jews but to
educate non-Jews about the importance of
advocating for all,” Ceaser said. “We wel-
come you as you are and we’ll celebrate
what you bring to us. That’s in terms of
faith, affiliation, culture, ethnicity, families
that identify as non-traditional.”

Students at the school learn about the
Jewish calendar, holidays and Israel, and pray each morning. Through sec-
ond grade, they all study English, Hebrew and Spanish. Starting the fol-
lowing year, students split off into studying one of the two languages inten-
sively. There are also a few different religious studies tracks kids can
choose – from world religions to Jewish studies to a more intensive, four-
day-a-week traditional Jewish track run by Rabbi Chaim Steinmetz, direc-
tor of Chabad Lubavitch of Sarasota & Manatee Counties, that will have a
handful of kids this year.

“It’s kind of cool to compare the two religions,” said Matthew Cook, who
will be entering 8th grade at the school and is a practicing Catholic. “The
challah and the wine, there’s something a lot similar, it’s bread and wine –
almost the same thing. Just [to me] it represents the body of Christ and the
blood.”

In Hebrew class, the emphasis is on learning how to order falafel, or lis-
tening to classic Israeli singers, said Snait Ben-Herut, a Hebrew teacher.
Ben-Herut said she gives kids an overview of Jewish history, which can get
them interested in the language. Middle schoolers also travel to Israel every
other year.

“The emphasis is less on writing and reading and more on the possibili-
ty of expressing yourself in Hebrew,” she said. “There’s an emphasis on the
cultural side – Israeli slang, Israeli music, Israeli food. There’s an empha-
sis on Hebrew as a living, relevant language.”

The school also tries to cater to its diverse student body by being flexible
in general. Classes will often have students from multiple grades. The cur-
riculum is project-based, so students can (literally) get their hands dirty in
a garden, choosing which vegetables to plant, or can devise a way to build
a chicken coop on school grounds – a thing that actually happened.

Eric Pressman, who is Jewish and has two children at the school, appre-
ciates that he can place them in a Jewish environment that does not clois-
ter them away from the country’s non-Jewish majority.

“It allows our children to be raised with Jewish values, but it still
embraces a multicultural feel,” he said. “It allows for children to prepare to
engage in a diverse community, whether they do so academically or multi-
culturally or whether they do so occupationally. We don’t live in a Jewish
microcosm.”

Rev. Kelly Fitzgerald, who leads the First Presbyterian Church of
Sarasota, began sending her three kids to Community Day two years ago
and is now on the school’s board of trustees. She appreciates the school’s
project-based learning and gardening lessons, but also sees value in send-
ing her Christian kids to a Jewish school.

Recently, she was walking with her daughter in the supermarket and
pulled a prepackaged school lunch of meat, cheese and crackers off the
shelf. Her daughter made her put it back: It wasn’t kosher. Her kids also
asked to light a menorah on Hanukkah.

“I don’t feel threatened in going to a Jewish school,” Fitzgerald said,
“There’s maybe some understanding in the [Christian] community that that
wouldn’t be a faithful choice, but I think it’s where we need to live as a
society, in an interfaith culture.”

Ceaser said the school’s atmosphere and philosophy aim to make the stu-
dents empathetic to each other’s divergent experiences, religious or other-
wise. One hallway in the school displays the flags of all of the students’
families’ home countries. Ceaser remembers when, after the flags were
hung, a group of seventh-grade girls approached him urgently in the hall-
way to demand that the Nepali flag be rotated. It was hanging in the wrong
direction, they said, and could hurt the feelings of their Nepali friend.

“They’re like, ‘No, we need to talk to you now,’” he recalled. “‘You hung
that flag and our friend, we feel like if she sees it hung upside-down, she’s
going to feel really disrespected.’ I’m the principal, and they’re stopping
me to advocate for one of their friends.”

At this Florida Jewish day school, half the students aren’t Jewish

Dan Ceaser, the head of
school of Hershorin
Schiff Community Day
School, has made the
school’s diversity a cen-
terpiece of its message. 

Photo by Ben Sales

YMHA/Rady JCC Celebrates 100

On Saturday, October 26, as a part of the YMHA/Rady
JCC 100 anniversary celebrations, the Rady JCC will be

hosting a special  concert and tribute to honour the 
legacy of all of the Past Presidents.

We are currently looking for contact information
to reach relatives of the following:

Lou Adelman z”l
A.J. Blond z”l
Rock Calof     z”l
T.J. Gould      z”l
Marcus Hyman  z”l
J.D. Lyone     z”l
J.S.Perlman  z”l
David Slater   z”l
Captain W.V. Tobais z”l

If you can be helpful please contact Tamar Barr at
tbarr@radyjcc.com or  (204) 477-7537

Thank you 

By

BEN SALES



WA S H I N G T O N
(JTA) – A week ago,
impeachment was not
the flavor of the sea-
son.

The interest in
Robert Mueller’s spe-
cial counsel report
into Russian election

interference had waned, and the testimony by
Mueller before Congress in July failed to
advance the narrative much.

President Donald Trump seemed to have come
through the controversy politically unscathed.

Then came reports over the past week about
the president involving a phone call, an intelli-
gence community whistleblower and an allega-
tion that Trump extorted a U.S. ally for political
gain. It has reinvigorated Democratic calls for
Trump’s impeachment. Even House Speaker
Nancy Pelosi, up to this point reluctant to launch
impeachment proceedings, on Tuesday crossed
that Rubicon.

“This week the president has admitted asking
the president of Ukraine to take actions which
would benefit him politically,” she said. “The
actions of the Trump presidency revealed a dis-
honorable fact of the president’s betrayal of his
oath of office, betrayal of our national security
and betrayal of the integrity of our elections.
Therefore today I’m announcing the House of
Representatives is moving forward with an offi-
cial impeachment inquiry.”

Here’s a look at the charges, who the Jewish
players are and what the stakes could be.

The phone call
There are several twists and turns likely to

come in this story, but here’s what we do know.
Reports trickled out that an anonymous

whistleblower within the intelligence communi-
ty filed a complaint about Trump in August with
the community’s inspector general. The inspec-
tor general, Michael Atkinson, deemed the com-
plaint “credible and urgent,” which by law
necessitated informing Congress – but the acting
director of national intelligence, Joseph
Maguire, refused.

It emerged from further reporting that the com-
plaint related to a phone call on July 25 – the day
after Mueller testified to Congress – in which
Trump pressured Ukraine’s new president,
Volodymyr Zelensky, to investigate former Vice
President Joe Biden and his son Hunter over ties
to a corrupt Ukrainian energy company. Joe
Biden is currently leading polls among
Democrats seeking to oust Trump next year.

Trump’s personal lawyer, Rudy Giuliani, has
been openly pressing Ukraine to investigate the
Bidens for months, with State Department assis-
tance. In 2015, at about the same time Hunter
Biden was on the board of the Ukrainian compa-
ny, Ukraine’s top prosecutor, Viktor Shokin, was
ousted.

The elder Biden took the lead among Obama
administration officials in seeking the prosecu-
tor’s firing, but there is no evidence that he acted
on behalf of his son or that the firing of the pros-
ecutor benefited the younger Biden. Trump and
Giuliani say the incident reeks of corruption.

Trump acknowledged that he raised the issue
of the Bidens and corruption in his call with
Zelensky.

Another important piece of context behind the
phone call: Trump for a number of weeks had
delayed delivering hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in defense assistance to Ukraine that was
approved by Congress with bipartisan backing to
help protect the country from Russian encroach-
ment.

On Monday, appearing at the United Nations
General Assembly, Trump said it was legitimate
to use assistance to pressure a country to combat

corruption.
“If you don’t talk about corruption, why would

you give money to a country that you think is
corrupt?” he asked reporters. Trump denied,
however, withholding the aid to pressure
Ukraine to investigate the Bidens.

That is what has Pelosi sounding more ready
than ever to start formal impeachment proceed-
ings – something she has long resisted over fears
of a political backlash.

The key Jews: Ukraine’s president and U.S.
Congress members

President Volodymyr Zelensky
At the heart of the scandal is the relationship

between Trump and Zelensky, Ukraine’s youth-
ful president elected in May who is Jewish.
Zelensky walks a tightrope between standing up
to Russia, cultivating friendships with the West
and discussing his identity in a country with an
anti-Semitic past.

The former comedian, 41, is a popular figure –
the July 25 phone call from Trump was to con-
gratulate him for his party’s overwhelming wins
in parliamentary elections. Ukrainians are look-
ing to Zelensky and his cadre of young reform-
ers to deliver a stable government after years of
enduring widespread political corruption.

Compounding Zelensky’s challenges is his
Jewishness. He shies away from repudiating
Ukraine’s anti-Semitic past and from what many
see as its lingering anti-Semitism issue. Prior to
his election, for example, an influential pundit
said that the president of Ukraine should be
Christian. He resists delving too deeply into his
own Jewishness, joking at one point that “the
fact that I am Jewish barely makes 20 in my long
list of faults.”

Even prior to the Biden story, Trump was said
to be disinclined to assist Ukraine, not wanting
to alienate Russian President Vladimir Putin,
whom he sees as his more natural ally. But Sen.
Chris Murphy, D-Conn., met with Zelensky ear-
lier this month and said Monday that Zelensky
“directly” told him during that meeting that he
believed Trump was withholding funds over the
lack of an investigation into the Bidens.

The impeachers: Reps. Adam Schiff, Jerry
Nadler and Eliot Engel

These Democrats chair House committees that
will take the lead in impeachment proceedings:
Schiff heads Intelligence, Nadler guides
Judiciary and Engel leads Foreign Affairs.

Schiff, who also has been reluctant to pursue
impeachment, now seems ready for the fight.

“This would be the most profound violation of
the presidential oath of office, certainly during
this presidency, which says a lot, but perhaps
during just about any presidency,” he told CNN
this weekend.

Nadler was said to be leaning toward impeach-
ment before the Ukraine-Biden news broke, and
was frustrated by Pelosi’s resistance. It didn’t
help his case that his investigations into Trump
appeared to stumble at times. In addition to the
Mueller hearing falling flat, Corey
Lewandowski, a top outside adviser to Trump,
taunted and defied Nadler’s committee at a hear-

ing last week related to the obstruction of justice
allegations.

On Monday, Engel, Schiff and House
Oversight Committee Chairman Elijah
Cummings released a letter to Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo demanding information about the
extent of assistance provided to Giuliani by the
State Department on the Bidens.

“If press reports are accurate, such corrupt use
of presidential power for the President’s person-
al political interest – and not for the national
interest – is a betrayal of the President’s oath of
office and cannot go unchecked,” the letter said.

The freshmen
Jewish Democrats feature prominently among

the freshmen who won swing districts in the
2018 elections – the very group that until now
has been wary of impeachment.

Monday evening brought a watershed symbol-
ic moment: Seven of those freshmen, all coming
from the national security community, said in a
Washington Post op-ed that Trump had crossed a
line and they were ready to consider impeach-
ment. Two are Jewish – Elaine Luria of Virginia,
a former Navy commander, and Elissa Slotkin of
Michigan, a former CIA agent.

“It is clear to me that he has betrayed the pub-
lic trust and abandoned his obligations to the
Constitution by elevating his own interests over
the national interest,” Luria said in a separate
statement. “Allegations of this gross misconduct
meet the threshold of high crimes and misde-
meanors set by the Constitution.”
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The Trump-Ukraine controversy, and the Jews involved, explained

A phone call to Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelensky, seen here, with
President Trump, is at the center of a political
furor in the United States. 

Rep. Adam Schiff, chairman of the House
Intelligence Committee, speaks at a news con-
ference in Burbank, Calif., on the release of
the redacted Mueller report, April 18, 2019. 

By

RON KAMPEAS



How the Royal Winnipeg Rifles managed to enlist a stateless Jew
into their ranks while fighting in the Netherlands

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

R
ecently, we
were contacted
by reader Gerry

Finkle, who asked me
whether I would be
interested in meeting
him at the Minto
Armory – which is the
home of the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles mili-
tia.

Gerry said to me
that inside the Armory
there was a museum
documenting the his-
tory of the Rifles. He
also told me that the
curator of the museum
had assembled a spe-
cial temporary exhibit
about one particular
man whose life hap-
pened to intersect
with the lives of many
soldiers in the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles dur-
ing World War II.

First – a bit of histo-
ry: The Royal Winnipeg Rifles were created in 1883 as the “Winnipeg
Battalion of Rifles”. Their first battlefield experience came in 1885 when
they were ordered to Saskatchewan during the North-West Rebellion.
Members of the Rifles fought in the Boer War, World War I, and World War
II.

The Rifles were part of the Canadian forces that landed on Juno Beach
on D-Day, June 6, 1944. According to Wikipedia, In World War II the reg-
iment landed in England in September 1940. As part of the 7th Infantry
Brigade, 3rd Canadian Division, the Rifles were in the first wave of land-
ings on D Day, 6 June 1944. The Royal Winnipeg Rifles fought throughout
the Normandy campaign, fighting in famous battles such as Caen and the
Falaise Gap. After helping liberate several of the Channel Ports, the regi-
ment fought to clear the Scheldt Estuary to allow the re-opening of the
Antwerp harbour. After helping to liberate the Netherlands, the regiment
ended the war preparing to assault the northern German town of Aurich.

The exhibit to which Gerry Finkle had invited me turned out to be about
a German Jew by the name of Hans Volpe.

Following are excerpts from the storyboards that formed part of the
exhibit:

“On the morning of 30 September 1944, a lone man waving a white flag
skirted his way across an enemy minefield towards soldiers of the Royal
Winnipeg Rifles. The Rifles had just captured Fort Nieulay in Normandy,
on the Allies’s drive toward Germany.

“The man was Hans Wolpe, a German Jew made stateless under the

Nazis. Wolpe wanted to help the Rifles kill German soldiers in order to
avenge his family, most of whom were murdered at Auschwitz.” (Wolpe,
who was 29 at the time, had lived in Germany with his family, but had man-
aged to escape to the Netherlands when the Germans were rounding up
other members of his family for deportation to Auschwitz.)

According to his daughter, Lisa Nicole Wolpe, “Hans always worked
hard - he was a licensed masseur, a longshoreman, a bricklayer, a factory
hand, a boxer, and a soccer coach.”

“Given the unusual circumstances” (Volpe waving a white flag after hav-
ing made his way across a minefield), “the Rifles were suspicious that
Wolpe was a spy. To dispel doubts regarding his intentions, Wolpe guided
the Rifles into Calais to the German defences. Wolpe approached pillbox-
es and was responsible for the surrender of 40 German soldiers.

“The Rifles invited Wolpe to fight with them. As a civilian wearing a uni-
form, however, he was afforded no protection under international laws. If
captured by the German, he would be executed.

“During his service with the Rifles, Wolpe was responsible for killing 28
German soldiers and capturing hundreds of German prisoners.”

(As an aside, the museum curator told me one particularly fascinating
anecdote about Wolpe that he gleaned during the course of his research.
Apparently one time a German prisoner was being interrogated by a
Canadian officer. Wolpe pointed his rile at the prisoner – and shot him dead
in the head. When asked why on earth he had done that, apparently Wolpe
simply replied, “He was a German.”)

“On April 7, 1945, as the Rifles were fighting near Deventer in the
Netherlands, Wolpe was seriously wounded by a German machine gun. He
was rushed to a Canadian hospital in England, and needed several surgeries
in order to save his leg. The problem was that our unofficial soldier was not
enlisted in the Canadian army; he wasn’t even a Canadian citizen.

“Reporters wrote about Wolpe’s situation in newspapers across Canada –
and the world. Behind the scenes, officers in the Royal Winnipeg Rifles
urged Canadian authorities to permit Wolpe to immigrate to Canada. In
Winnipeg, the General Monash Branch of the Canadian Legion offered to
sponsor Wolpe in Canada.

Eventually, Prime Minister Mackenzie King found the solution: “If he’s
not a Canadian, we’ll make him one.” Ultimately, Wolpe was made a
Canadian citizen.

According to Wolpe’s daughter Lisa, after the war, “Wolpe studied at the
University of Manitoba, graduating with top honours. He earned a fellow-
ship to Harvard, obtaining a PhD in French Literature and became a
respected professor at Stanford University.”

If you would like to see the Hans Volpe exhibit – I am told that it will be
on exhibit for only a couple more months. Contact the Royal Winnipeg
Rifles Museum at rwrmuseummanager@gmail.com.
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Hans Wolpe
a German Jew made stateless under the Nazis,
Wolpe wanted to help the Rifles kill German
soldiers in order to avenge his family, most of
whom were murdered at Auschwitz

Jewish and Arab astronauts head to space together

(JTA) — The first Arab to visit
the International Space Station
launched there on Wednesday with
the daughter of an Israeli father.

Hazzaa al-Mansoori, 35, of the
U n i t e d
A r a b
Emira tes
a n d
J e s s i c a
Meir, an
American,
took off
on the historic trip from Baikonur, Kazakhstan,
on a Soyuz rocket. They will remain on the
orbiting station until Oct. 3.

Aal-Mansoori will not be the first Muslim on
the space station, according to the French news
agency AFP.

“The dream has come true,” he was quoted as
saying at a news conference Wednesday. “As a
fighter pilot I already prayed in my aircraft.”

AFP quoted Meir as praising al-Mansoori’s
achievement and quipping that while astronauts
usually communicate in a melange of Russian
and English, “we still need to work on our
Arabic.”
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Hazzaa al-Mansoori, of the
United Arab Emirates, and
Jessica Meir, an American,
whose father is Israeli
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JEWISH NATIONAL FUND ANNOUNCES 
2020 NEGEV GALA HONOUREE:
Edward (Ted) A. Lyons O.C. M.D

T
he Jewish National Fund of Canada – Manitoba/Saskatchewan
Region is thrilled to announce our 2020 Negev Gala Honouree: Ted
Lyons, O.C M.D. Professor of Radiology, Obstetrics & Gynaecology

and Anatomy at the University of Manitoba and Health Science Centre. 
Dr. Lyons is a world leading specialist in diagnostic ultrasound and a

recipient of the University of Manitoba Distinguished Alumni Award for
Lifetime achievement (2016).

The Negev Gala will be held on Tuesday, May 26, at the Centennial
Concert Hall. 

Dr. Lyons has chosen to support the KKL-JNF Canada House of excel-
lence (Beit KaKaL). KKL-JNF Canada House is a unique project to
encourage excellence and help address the inequalities between youth on
the periphery of Israel and those in the center of the country, by providing
them with an engaging learning hub and an inviting “second home”. 

The house will foster excellence, empowerment and leadership develop-
ment among young people, strengthen the values and love of Israel, teach
environmental con-
servation and increase
community involve-
ment. Giving young
people from disad-
vantaged communi-
ties the opportunity to
enjoy a supportive
and empowering
learning environment
that promotes social
mobility and will help
reduce prevailing
social and educational
disparities with the
goal of creating a
healthier society.

About 2020 Negev
Gala Honouree

Dr. Edward (Ted)
A. Lyons: Graduated
Medical School and
Diagnostic Radiology
from the University of
Manitoba in 1973. Dr.
Lyons is a globally
renowned expert and
the author of many
articles, chapters, and
books in the field of
radiology. He is a pio-
neer in ultrasound
research and his
g r o u n d - b r e a k i n g
work helped to make
ultrasound one of
modern medicine’s
most widely used
diagnostic tools. He
was also among the
first to use this tech-
nology to detect blood
clots and brain
tumors. Dr. Lyons, an
award-winning pro-
fessor, was named
Officer of the Order
of Canada (O.C.) in
July 2007, which rec-
ognizes a lifetime of
achievement and
merit of a high
degree, especially in
service to Canada or
to humanity at large.
He also is a recipient
of the Queen
Elizabeth Diamond
Jubilee Medal (2012)
and the Sol Kanee
Distinguished Jewish
Community Service
Medal (2014).

Beyond his scientif-
ic contributions, Ted

is a philanthropist and a public servant. He served in numerous leading
roles both at the University and professional organizations and in our com-
munity. Dr. Lyons served as the President of the Canadian Association of
Radiologists, President of Congregation Shaarey Zedek, President of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and Chairman of the Board of the Saul &
Claribel Simkin Centre, among other roles.

Founded in 1901, the Jewish National Fund has evolved into a global
environmental leader, planting over 250 million trees, constructing more
than 250 reservoirs & dams and developing over 250,000 acres of land
while creating more than 1000 parks and providing stable infrastructure for
over 1000 communities.

The Negev Gala has honoured outstanding leaders from within the
Winnipeg community since 1953. This gala is the Jewish National Fund’s
most important fundraising event of the year. All proceeds generated are
directed to environmental research and development projects in the State of
Israel.

TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2020

NEGEV GALA 
TED LYONS O.C. M.D.

SAVE THE DATE
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Rabbi Norman Fredman was here for only 8 years - from 1958-66
but left a huge impression

Introduction: From 1958-1966
Rabbi Norman Fredman, along
with his wife Micheline and four
children - Aryeh, Yonah, Batsheva,
and Tova, lived in Winnipeg.
Though here only for eight years,
Rabbi Fredman left an indelible
impression on many Winnipeggers -
especially among students at the
former Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate,,
where Rabbi Fredman was assistant
principal. He was known for his lib-
eral views on education and for
many innovations he introduced to
the school in the years that he was
there, including the then radical
idea of having students from differ-
ent grades take classes in Jewish
studies together and students being
able to have elective subjects in
Jewish studies.

Now 87, Rabbi Fredman suffers
from Parkisnon’s disease, but still
retains a brilliant mind according to
his second-oldest son Yonah. We
asked Yonah to write a brief biography of his father, beginning with how he
came to Winnipeg and why he left after such a relatively short period.

By YONAH FREDMAN

C
haya (Clara) Shpaler was married to Neil (Shmuel) Fredman in
1927. They were both immigrants from Ukraine,  arriving in the
United States in the early to mid 1920s. Their second son, Naftali,

who was given the English name Norman Jacob, was born in 1932 in St.
Louis. The family lived at that time in Vandalia, Illinois, where the
Fredman brothers - Neil’s older brothers, David and Harry, owned a furni-
ture store. In 1937 the brothers bought a store in Peoria, Illinois, which,
though not a great urban center, had a heder where Neil would be able to
send his sons to learn their traditions and texts. 

In 1945, soon after his bar mitzvah, Norman was sent to study in Chicago
at the high school associated with the Hebrew Theological College. He
continued his studies there until 1958, when he was ordained as a rabbi. It
is common for beginning rabbis to start their careers in places far from the
urban centers and Norman chose Winnipeg, which was not my mother’s
first choice because of the distance from her mother and brother. (When
Rabbi Fredman was asked by one of his rabbis to describe the Winnipeg
Jewish community, he mentioned the Peretz School run by Yiddishists, and
the rabbi waxed nostalgic: “The Yiddishists? Our old enemies.”) 

Rabbi Fredman began as a rabbi at the Bnay Abraham synagogue and a
teacher at the Talmud Torah evening school. The post at the Bnay Abraham
was ill fated, for he was/is a Cohen and thus unable to attend funerals or
cemeteries. One of the major parts of the job was through the synagogue’s
Chevra Kadisha, officiating at funerals. His association with Rabbi
Kravetz, who was the chief rabbi of Winnipeg, deepened however, and he
became the assistant principal at  Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate, the Jewish
high school. Rabbi Kravetz, who was in failing health, was grooming him
as a successor.

When Rabbi Kravetz died in January of 1961, about two and a half years
after my father’s arrival, Rabbi Fredman  was the one who ran the school,
but the board of directors of the school was looking for someone older as
Rabbi Kravetz’s permanent replacement. In fact, they ended up hiring
someone younger, Rabbi Irwin Witty, and Rabbi Fredman remained at his
post as assistant principal, also becoming the rabbi at the Talmud Torah
synagogue - which shared the building with the Talmud Torah school. 

During the summers our family would travel back to visit family in
Chicago, Peoria and St. Louis. My father was working  first  towards his
MA in education, and then towards his Ph.D. In 1966, when his work
towards his Ph.D. at Northwestern University in Evanston, Illinois required
a more substantial year round presence, he moved his family to Chicago.
This coincided with Aryeh, my older brother’s  bar mitzvah, and the need
to obtain a more yeshiva oriented education (Talmud emphasis) that was
available in Chicago, (but not in Winnipeg).

As a result, our family  left Winnipeg in June1966 and, except for return-
ing for Labor Day weekend that September to celebrate Aryeh’s Winnipeg
bar mitzvah, I haven’t been back in 53 years. We moved into a 3rd floor
apartment in Chicago’s Hollywood Park and my brother began studying at
the high school associated with the Hebrew Theological College, also
known as the Skokie Yeshiva. My father did some part time education
administration of the Chicago Hebrew School system, but his emphasis
was on getting his Ph.D in Education from Northwestern University. We

went to shul about  a mile from our apartment, at the Mizrachi (religious
Zionist) minyan. It felt unusual that my father was just another shul goer
and not the rabbi like he had been in Winnipeg. 

When my father got his Ph.D. (tests and measurements was his thesis
topic), he found a job teaching at Queens, College in Queens, NYC. Most
of our extended family lived in Chicago, Peoria and St. Louis, so, despite
the fact that my mother Micheline’s father lived in Queens, the move to the
East Coast was a move away from family. We attended the Young Israel of
Hillcrest synagogue, which had many more European-born members than
was true in Chicago. Also Queens modern Orthodox Jewry was far more
conservative than Chicago Orthodox Jewry. Although Meir Kahane came
from Brooklyn, he was a shul rabbi in Queens when he started the Jewish
Defense League. My father did not wear a yarmulke when he taught at
Queens College for the first year or so. At shul he volunteered quite often
to give the dvar Torah at shalosh seudos. Within the first year he signed on
for a part time job, teaching one course at the local yeshiva high school
where I was attending, Yeshiva High School of Queens. My youngest sis-
ter was born in May of 1969, adding up to five kids, the oldest  - two boys,
then three girls.

My father’s kipaless days ended rather quickly at Queens College, once
he grew comfortable in his new surroundings. Eventually he developed a
close friendship at the Young Israel of Hillcrest with a group of men, a few
of them Ph.D.’s, but all of whom were dedicated both to secular knowledge
and the study of Torah. Eventually the synagogue wised up and took advan-
tage of my father’s knowledge and he began teaching Friday night lessons
in Chumash and halachic and philosophical subject matter as well. But
after leaving Winnipeg, teaching Torah was never again his meat and pota-
toes and he regretted that. My mother did not regret that he was no longer
dependent upon the mercies of the community’s largesse, but his contract
was negotiated instead by a strong union. In 1975-76 the family spent my
father’s sabbatical year in Jerusalem. That year, in March of 1976 Aryeh
married Pessy Levinson. Aryeh has lived in Israel ever since and he has
been firmly ensconced in the haredi community since his marriage.

My younger sisters are all modern Orthodox. Batsheva married Berel
Lerner in 1981, made aliya in 1982 to Kibbutz Shluchot, not far from Beit
Shean. and has five children, all of them married. She has nine grandchil-
dren. Tova married Dov Ganeles in 1985, made aliya in 1995 to Raanana
and has four children, one of them married with one granddaughter. Pnina
married Jon Schechter in 1991 and made aliya to Beit Shemesh in 2000.
She has three children, one of them just recently married.

Because Aryeh lives in a Haredi neighborhood and he was the only one
who lived in Jerusalem, when my parents decided to buy an apartment in
Jerusalem, they bought one a mile and a quarter away from him. At the time
there were some Modern Orthodox who lived nearby them, but now their
neighborhood, Arzei Habira, is almost completely Haredi. In 1993 my
father was diagnosed with Parkinson’s disease. Within four years he retired
and, in 1997, my parents moved to Jerusalem. At first, he still continued to
give shiurim, one of his favorite topics being Pirkei Avot. His audience was
usually made up of people in their neighborhood who came from Modern
Orthodox backgrounds. In recent years his condition has deteriorated and,
in 2010, my parents hired Maximo, a Filipino, who has been very helpful
in caring for my father.

I have avoided talking about myself until now: I stopped following
Halacha when I was in my 20s and to sum it up: I never married and I have
no kids. I’ve driven a cab and I’ve written an unpublished novel and two
unsold screenplays. Currently I teach math in Brooklyn public schools.

Rabbi Norman Fredman
1964 Joseph Wolinsky

Collegiate 
yearbook photo

Rabbi Norman and Micheline Fredman along with their five children
in a 2006 photo (l-r): Yonah, Aryeh, Batsheva, Tova, and Pnina
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Abraham Novershtern from the Hebrew University wrote the

history of Yiddish literature in America. “Here Dwells the
Jewish People,” is a sophisticated study arguing that Yiddish lit-
erature in North America is nothing but a failed attempt to settle
in the new world. The writers were a product of Eastern Europe,
did not speak English well, and did not adopt to the new reality.
Novershtern writes beautifully about the inner development of
Yiddish literature, but one may wonder if a more external view
would have exposed this literature’s Americanism. A gut zis yor!

Remis Speakers Forum
Upcoming speakers:
October 3rd - Berdina Shorten, “Life in Stony Mountain and

Rockwood Prisons”
October 10th - Martin Zeilig, “Life as a Civilian Journalist at

the Canadian Forces Base in Winnipeg”
October 17th - Harvey Secter, “Balancing Transformation and

Tradition; a challenge for universities in the 21st century”

Celine Dion announces Israel 
concert on Jewish Valentine’s Day

(JTA) — Celine Dion will perform
for the first time in Israel next summer
— on Tu b’Av, otherwise known as the
Jewish Valentine’s Day.

The superstar French-Canadian
singer will play Tel Aviv’s Hayarkon
Park on Aug. 4 in a 20,000-seat
amphitheater being built especially for
the occasion, The Times of Israel
reporreted.

“Shana tova Israel!” Dion said in a video announcement
Thursday. “Can’t wait to see you all for the very first time in Tel
Aviv. See you soon.”

RELATED: How Celine Dion helped save Montreal’s
most iconic Jewish deli 

Dec., 2016 Near, far — wherever you are — Schwartz’s is
known for being one of Montreal’s oldest and most storied
Jewish delis. Its famed smoked meat — a subtly different cousin
of pastrami — has attracted scores of customers since it opened
in 1928.

Schwartz’s ran into some ownership trouble in 2012. That’s
when the late Montreal restaurateur Paul Nakis helped convince
singer Celine Dion, an iconic Quebec native, and her husband,
Rene Angelil, to invest in the deli and become part owners.

“It’s the most unique restaurant in the world and we’re thrilled
to be a part of it,” Angelil said at the time. (He died in January,
2016.)

The vocal powerhouse, a Catholic, might seem like a strange
match for a Jewish deli, but she and her husband had already
invested in the Nickels restaurants, which has become Quebec’s
largest smoked meat chain.

Frank Silva, the current general manager at Schwartz’s, told
Simone that his deli’s Jewish clientele was originally a little
skeptical of its non-Jewish ownership. But nothing has changed
over the years — from the custom of smoking meat for 10 days
to baking the bread daily — so the customers are still happy, he
said.

“We run the show, and as long as the line is around the block,
[the owners] let us do our jobs,” Silva said.

Upcoming Shows - 
The Jewish Radio Hour

Tune in to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30 PM
on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or online at ckjs.com

The hosts for October 6th are Lyle Smordin and Rochelle
Zucker with programs of community news and music for Yom
Kippur..

On October 13th Regine Frankel’s guests will be Tannis
Mindell and Murray Gilfix, chairs of the festivities of the 100th
Birthday of the YMHA/Rady JCC. Rochelle Zucker will fea-
ture Yiddish songs for Sukkot and autumn. 

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/



Nancy Spielberg produces fascinating film about Israeli photographer

“PICTURE OF HIS LIFE” (Directors:
Yonatan Nir and Dani Menkin Hey Jude
Productions Playmount Productions–
Executive Producer: Nancy Spielberg 2019)
Review/Interview By MARTIN ZEILIG

A
t one point in this remarkable and awe-
inspiring documentary film, world
renowned Israeli wildlife photographer

Amos Nachoum is interviewed while sitting on a
rock on the barren shores of Baker Lake, Nunavut.

“Believing in yourself, and going on with it, no
matter what the obstacle, this all the power of
being here. This is life,” the stocky 65 year old
says with a deep-seated emotion in his voice,
while raising a clinched fist in fierce determination

as he shifts his gaze slightly to the camera.
It’s a stirring moment.
The film follows Nachoum in the Canadian

Arctic, as he prepares for his decisive challenge- to
photograph a polar bear underwater, while swim-
ming alongside it.

“It’s his final remaining photographic dream,”
says the film’s publicity material.

As the journey unfolds, so does an intimate and
painful story of dedication, sacrifice and personal
redemption.

“Amos to me is one of the best ambassadors of
the ocean,” Jean Michel Cousteau, the celebrated
oceanographic explorer, says in an off camera
commentary. “He takes a huge amount of risks to
bring those images, which no one has ever been
able to capture.”

“He comes back with images that no one has
been able to get,” adds Adam Ravetch, Emmy
Award winning cinematographer, who is part of
the team filming the documentary. “He is probably
the best underwater still photographer in the
world.”

Marine biologist Sylvia Earle, the female chief
scientist at the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, also attests to Nachoum’s prowess
as an underwater wildlife photographer. 

We see some of the striking shots that Amos has
captured over the years: an open jawed leopard
seal moments before it’s about to chomp into a
penguin in the waters of Antarctica; amazing (and

chilling) close-ups of great white sharks;
blue whales; anacondas in the Amazon;
snow leopards in the Himalayas; a huge
crocodile resting on the bottom of an
African river, and much more.

The film’s US premiere was July 25 at
the San Francisco Jewish Film Festival,
with a follow-up screening July 28 and a
separate screening in San Rafael on
August 2, noted an article earlier this
summer in The Times of Israel (“In
Arctic, polar bear is final frontier for
famed Israeli wildlife photographer”).
Earlier this year, the film debuted at
Docaviv in Tel Aviv, with Nachoum
attending the screening.

‘“Be calm and collected with
wildlife,”’ Nachoum, who was inter-
viewed by The Times of Israel, said in the
article. ‘“The biggest mistake all photog-
raphers do is to be quite aggressive.”’

Nachoum has a fractious relationship
with his father. On a visit home, the father
belittles his son for not living up to his
standards. He wanted his only son to
become a carpenter and to settle down
with a wife and children.

Another scene shows the father on life
support systems in a hospital room call-
ing for Amos.

During the 1973 Yom Kippur War,
Nachoum served with an elite unit. The
experience left him shattered.

“Speaking about his service still left
him “very emotional, my hair standing
still,” he says in The Times of Israel arti-

cle. He was also a war photographer in Israel.
He left for the United States shortly after his stint

in the army to pursue his dream of becoming an
underwater wildlife photographer.

“Calmness is important even when photograph-
ing the polar bear – which can include homo sapi-
ens as part of its diet,” he said in The Times of
Israel story, and which Adam Ravetch emphasizes
in the film.

Male polar bears can weigh up to 750 kilograms
and are exceptional swimmers. “Polar bears usual-
ly dive 3 to 4.5 m i.e. 9.8-14.8 feet deep into the
cold water of the  Arctic and can hold their breath
for more than three minutes,” says the Zoologist
website. 

Nachoum’s first effort at photographing a polar
bear in Arctic waters occurred in 2005. It “nearly
proved deadly” for him, noted The Times of Israel.
.

‘“I was scared to death,”’ he said to the reporter.
‘“I was laughing about it, but I was scared. My
heart was pounding. Yet, I wanted to do it again.”’

“His second attempt, in 2015, helped Menkin
and Nir culminate what they describe as a 10-year
odyssey to make the film,” the Israeli newspaper
states.

Nachoum and his crew, including, of course,
their Inuit guides, had a five-day window in which
to find and photograph a polar bear in the water.

Their first sighting takes place on day two. It’s a
big male polar bear.

Nachoum is ready to with full scuba gear. He
plunges backwards into the icy waters from the
side of the boat.

The aggressive bear dives after this camera tot-
ting intruder. It’s a heart stopping moment.

The screen goes blank for several seconds. But,
Nachoum manages to elude Nanook in the nick of
time.

He’s a bit shaken by the experience and disap-
pointed.

Without giving away too much, success is
achieved on the final day.

A mother bear and her two large cubs are spot-
ted swimming in the lake. Nachoum dives into the
water. It’s a miraculous moment.

The final scene shows Nachoum returning to
Israel to visit his father’s gravesite. He places a
special gift on the gravestone– a small framed pho-
tograph of the three bears taken underwater.

A voice over of the late Canadian poet/musi-
cian/novelist, Leonard Cohen, singing his song,
“Anthem”, plays as the credits begin to roll:
“There is a crack in everything. That’s how the
light gets in.”

Co-director Dani Menkin agreed to an email
interview with this newspaper. 

JP&N: What were some difficulties involved in
making this film?

Dani Menkin: There are two sides to this ques-
tion. One is technical and the other is psychologi-
cal/personal. The technical issues were huge–
starting with selling a film about a man who is 65
years old and wants to do something that no one
has ever done before him, and that when HE tried
to do it before - he almost got killed.

So prior to the shooting in the Arctic many
potential financiers said: “Please keep us posted, it
sounds amazing - call us when you come back...
alive....”

Then, when we finally raised the money, we had
to build the whole infrastructure for the production
by ourselves. There are no diving clubs over there,
no hotels or transportation. We had to ship com-
pressors, ice diving equipment, generators, food,
fuel, and so on. I had to fly on nine flights from
Israel to the location of the shooting.

Then, to live there in the middle of nowhere and
to find the right bears and create the opportunity
for Amos to get
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An Inspirational 
Evening Celebrating 

Shabbat Together

Date: Friday,October 25th, 2019
Time: 6:00 PM

Where: 1 Falcon Ridge Drive

Adults - $54.00          Children (8 and under) - $36.00
Simkin Residents - $54.00 
A tax receipt will be issued for a portion of each ticket   
            
Tickets available for purchase on August 26th

Sponsorship opportunities available!
Contact Aviva Tabac for more details! 
204-589-9027 or aviva.tabac@simkincentre.ca

Funds raised will be used to enhance the Spiritual Health experience for our 
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Israeli wildlife photographer Amos Nachoum
(at right) had a life-long obession with pho-
tographing polar bears underwater.

Continued on next page.
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into the water and have a peaceful
encounter with these magnificent
animals... it is all very complicated.

We could not have done it without ADAM RAVETCH - who is not only the
best Arctic cinematographer in the world (and not only in my opinion), but
also has 25 years of experience working with the Inuit people in the high
Arctic. 

Of course we could not have done it without the Kaludjack family. Two
members of the family, Billy and Patrick Kaludjak, who were with us on the
shoot, died a year and a half later when their snowmobile broke through the ice.

Our film is dedicated to the memory of these two wonderful human beings,
who we had the privilege to know even if it was for a short period of time.

The other difficulty was to get our protagonist open up and talk about things
that he kept inside for 40 years. It is always a complicated issue to get some-
one’s trust; it’s more complicated when it’s on film and it’s even more com-
plicated when your protagonist is one of the best and most famous in his field.

JP&N: How long did it take to film?
Nir: It took us 10 years to get this movie off the ground. It was also how

Yonatan and I have met, and started to work on this and DOLPHIN BOY
(another of their films). The main reason it took us so long was that we had
to raise a feature film budget for a documentary; and we were deferring to
go with Amos all the way to the arctic and try to take his picture. 

JP&N: Please share some anecdotes/incidents in the making of the
“PICTURE OF HIS LIFE”.

Menkin: One day, we left Adam and Billy Kauldjack RIP on a small
island, maybe 50 meters by 10 meters with a camera and a drone. 

We wanted to get a shot of Amos alone in the water in the empty Arctic
sea... we never used that shot in the film BTW (by the way).

We sailed away from them (to allow) Adam to fly the drone back and forth
above Amos with no boats in the frame. The time passed, strong winds,
maybe 20 minutes (later).

When Adam reported to us that he got the shot, we sailed back to Amos to
take him out of the water. He was very cold, so we warmed him up with
some hot water and tea when suddenly I hear screaming from the little
island.

I looked back terrified. I thought a bear got on the island or something like
that, and to my amazement there was no island, literally.

The tide came in very fast and almost drowned Adam and Billy with our
expensive gear. We sailed as fast as we could to get them out of there in the
very last second.

JP&N: How long have you two been working together?
Menkin: After (his first film) “39 POUNDS OF LOVE”, I met Yonatan

when I was approached by a producer to direct the film about Amos. We
joined forces on “DOLPHIN BOY” and now “PICTURE OF HIS LIFE”
while we both have our own films. Yonatan focuses on documentaries, like
“MY HERO BROTHER”, and I’m writing and directing fiction and docs.
We are good friends and both like road trip movies and wanted to give this
story all the elements we have in our previous work. 

JP&N: What has been the response in Israel to the film?
Menkin: The response is unbelievable. We are in cinemas all over the

country, and sold out almost every screening. The story of Amos with the
Yom Kippur war is the story of a whole generation.

People love adventures and inspiring human beings who chase their
dreams and are fighting their own fears, doubts and inner demons. To my
happiness, people in Israel are starting to care about the future of our planet
more and more, and our film is also about that. There is something to relate
to in our film for everyone.

The most touching feedback to the film was from my eight-year-old
daughter, who said, “Abba I liked the film very much. I just didn’t like it
when Amos’s father was yelling at him and I didn’t understand why did you
have to include wars in your film?”

I didn’t know how to answer that.

JP&N: Anything else you’d like to add?
Nir: We just premiered “PICTURE OF HIS LIFE” in North America, and

got incredible reviews and standing ovations. We are excited to tour with it
around the world (in Canada as well) and spread the message.
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A scene from “PICTURE OF HIS LIFE”, filmed at Great Slave Lake
in the Canadian Arctic

New program for kids 8-11
Proverbs states, “Educate a child according to their ways” (Proverbs

22:6). Our Rabbis understood this to mean that every child learns dif-
ferently. The skilled teacher is able to gear the study program accord-
ing to each child’s needs. Today’s child requires a more interactive
method of learning. The standard frontal method alone simply doesn’t
work anymore.

At Adas Yeshurun Herzlia synagogue we are extremely excited to be
launching the HeLLO program of Jewish education, a program
designed to enhance your child’s knowledge of Judaism through inter-
active activities. Let them explore a wide range of topics with leaders
and educators from our community! With themes ranging from Jewish
holidays to Tikun Olam, HeLLO will provide your child with a unique
opportunity to discover Judaism. Fun activities include creating
lanterns for the holiday of Chanukkah, discovering the art of ancient
calligraphy, and much more! If you are looking for a Jewish enrich-
ment program for your child between ages 8-11, that is fun, interactive
and educational, then bring them to Adas Yeshurun Herzlia for eleven
Sunday sessions from 11:00 am to 12:00 pm. I am excited about my
own participation in the program as an educator, and I am looking very
much forward to the launch of the HeLLO program.

My Best Wishes for the New Year 5780!
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue 



Harrowing tale of Polish resistance fighter who
volunteered to be imprisoned in Auschwitz

“The Volunteer: One Man, An Underground Army, And The Secret
Mission To Destroy Auschwitz” by Jack Fairweather (Custom House
505 pgs. $35.99)
Review/Interview by MARTIN ZEILIG

“When God created the human being, God had in mind that we should
all be like Captain Witold Pilecki, of blessed memory.” Poland’s Chief
Rabbi Michael Schudrich. 

“Witold Pilecki volunteered to be imprisoned in Auschwitz,” writes
author Jack Fairweather in the introduction to “The Volunteer”.

The reason he did so was to help organize an underground resistance
movement in the then still under construction concentration camp set up on
Polish soil by the Nazi German invaders.

“The Volunteer: One Man, An Underground Army, And The Secret
Mission To Destroy Auschwitz” is the astounding account of this (at the
time of his capture) 30-year-old-Polish resistance fighter’s two and a half
years in the camp and his eventual escape to alert the Allies of the horrors
being committed by the German occupiers, as well as to continue the fight
as a member of the Polish resistance.

Jack Fairweather, who lives in Charlotte, Vermont, has been a war
reporter for the Washington Post and the Daily Telegraph, where he was the
paper’s Baghdad bureau chief, notes his bio. He is the author of two other
books: “A War of Choice” and “The Good War”.

Polish ambassador to the USA Ryszard Schnepf described Pilecki as a
“diamond among Poland’s heroes” and “the highest example of Polish
patriotism” at the commemoration event of International Holocaust
Remembrance Day held in the US Holocaust Memorial Museum on
January 27, 2013, notes online historical information about Pilecki.

“We have strayed, my friends, we have strayed dreadfully... we are a
whole level of hell worse than animals,” Pilecki writes in The Auschwitz
Volunteer: Beyond Bravery (2012), an English translation of Pilecki’s own
brief report which he wrote shortly after having escaped from Auschwitz in

April 1943, and which he expanded in
1945. 

His intelligence reports, smuggled out in 1941, were among the first eye-
witness accounts of Auschwitz atrocities: the extermination of Soviet
POWs, its function as a camp for Polish political prisoners, and the “final
solution” for Jews, notes an online summary of Pilecki’s book.

Fairweather has added to Pilecki’s account.. He contextualizes it by
adding insightful personal details of Pilecki’s background, and the people
in his life - both within and outside Auschwitz– which later became  the
death camp Auschwitz-Birkenau. There are photographs and drawings,
including those done by fellow prisoners, too.

He shows how Pilecki, a captain in the Polish army, “forged an under-
ground army” within Auschwitz that “sabotaged facilities, assassinated
Nazi informants and officers, and amassed evidence of shocking abuse and
mass murder.”

Intelligence about the mass murder of innocents– first Soviet prisoners of
war, then Jews, and others – that was smuggled out while Pilecki was still
a prisoner made its way to the British and Americans.

But, it was largely ignored or dismissed by the allies.
One wonders how many lives could have been saved if the death camp,

or the railway lines leading to it, had been bombed.

Wladyslaw Sikorski, the Polish soldier and statesman who led Poland’s
government in exile during the Second World War, used information smug-
gled out of Auschwitz to compose a report requesting a bombing mission
of the camp.

‘“I think you will agree that, apart from any political considerations, an
attack on the Polish concentration camp at Owicim is an undesirable diver-
sion and unlikely to achieve its purpose,” wrote Charles Portal, Marshal of
the Royal Air Force. “The weight of bombs that could be carried to a tar-
get at this distance with the limited force available would be very unlikely
to cause enough damage to enable prisoners to escape.”’

“Portal’s assessment was accurate, and if anything he underplayed the
extreme difficulty of hitting the camp,” Fairweather says. “But he failed to
appreciate that an attack on Auschwitz in 1940 would have alerted the
world to the camp, and that by declining to bomb the facility he was spurn-
ing an opportunity for the British to make a political declaration against
Nazi atrocities, thus setting a precedent for non-intervention.”

Pilecki’s story was repressed for half a century after his 1948 arrest by
the Polish Communist regime as a “Western spy.” He was executed with a
shot from a pistol in the back of the head and erased from Polish history.

“Auschwitz was just a game compared to this,” Pilecki said to his wife,
Maria, and sister-in-law, Eleonora Ostrowska, who was his point of contact
during his time in Auschwitz, during a break in his show trial in Warsaw in
March 1948. 

“Witold’s story demonstrates the courage needed to distinguish new evils
from old, to name injustice, and to implicate ourselves in the plight of oth-
ers,” the author writes. “But, I think it’s important to observe that there
were limits to how far Witold’s empathy could reach. Witold never came to
see the Holocaust as the defining acts of World War ll or the suffering of
Jews as a symbol of humanity. He never let go of Polishness or his sense
of national struggle. At times in his 1945 report he is brutally frank about
the difficulty he felt in identifying with the gassing of Jews, as his focus
was on survival of his country, his men, himself.

“Patriotism of this strength can seem outdated or worrisomely like the
preserve of a far right rising on a tide of nationalism. But we must also
reckon with the fact that Witold’s patriotism furnished him with a sense of
service and a moral compass that sustained his mission in the camp. (H)e
suggests in his final writings that we must come to understand our limits,
even as he exhorts us to see past them.
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author Jack Fairweather
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“Above all he asks us to trust one

another. Witold’s defining quality
was his ability to place his faith in other people. In the camp, where the SS
sought to break the prisoners down and strip them of their values, the idea
of trust had revolutionary potential. So long as the prisoners could believe
in the greater good, they were not defeated. Witold’s men perished in many
terrible and excruciating ways, but they did so with a dignity that Nazism
failed to destroy.

“Witold died knowing that he had failed to deliver his message. My hope
is that this book will help us hear him.”

It does so, and in a most compelling manner.

The author agreed to an email interview with this newspaper.
JP&N: Why did you decide to write this book?
Jack Fairweather: I only heard of Witold Pilecki’s story by chance. In

2011, I met a friend with whom I’d covered the wars in Iraq and
Afghanistan. We were trying to make sense of what we’d witnessed. He
had travelled to Auschwitz and learned about Pilecki’s two-and-a-half-year
mission to the camp. The idea of resisting the Nazis from the centre of their
greatest crime felt shocking. I thought of the camp as the ultimate symbol
of suffering and victimhood. Who would voluntarily expose themselves to
such horror, I wondered, and what could such a man’s story tell me about
confronting evil today? 

Then I discovered another remarkable fact about Pilecki: Next to nothing
had been written about him outside Poland. I managed to glean a little
online. He had gone on to fight Poland’s Communist regime at the end of
World War II, been captured, executed, and all trace of his wartime record
locked away in military archives until the collapse of the Soviet Union. It
wasn’t until 2012 that one of Pilecki’s reports was finally translated into
English. I remember eagerly reading the report upon publication only to
find it deepening the mystery. Names were hidden to protect colleagues,
events obscured or omitted. 

The report left unanswered the crucial questions: What happened to the
intelligence he had risked his life in Auschwitz to gather? Why were his
calls for action unheeded? How many lives might have been saved had the
world listened? I also felt personally challenged by the story – I was the
same age as Pilecki when the war began, I also had a two kids, and a home.
What would make Pilecki risk everything on a such a mission and what
was it about this act of volunteering that spoke so powerfully to me? Those

were the questions I set out to answer.

JP&N: How long did it take to write?
JF: Three years, with a research team of four, that took me to archives in

Auschwitz, Warsaw, London, New York, Stanford, Tel Aviv, Grodno
(Belarus) and Geneva.

JP&N: What can we learn from the example set by Witold Pilecki?
JF: Pilecki’s reporting from Auschwitz gave the Allies the information

they needed to take action against the camp. The fact the Allies didn’t act
reflects their failure rather than Pilecki’s. My hope is that his story can
remind us of the need to stay vigilant and to speak out against the evil
around us. There are surely Pileckis out there today trying to call out new
crimes. Are we listening?

JP&N: What was your reaction to finding out that Great Britain and the
USA ignored, or seemed to ignore, the information Pilecki and his under-
ground associates provided about what was happening to Jews and others
in Auschwitz?

JF: I think the only response is anger. Early on in the war, a mission to
bomb Auschwitz would have stretched the capacity of RAF bombers to the
limit. Later on, when bombers could more easily reach the camp, Allied
officials argued that they couldn’t divert resources from the war effort.
Both arguments had a rationale. 

But it was also the case that most officials didn’t grapple with the scale
of the crimes or really accept that they were happening. As a result,
Pilecki’s reports and those of other first responders were filed away as
something to be dealt with after the war. A Dutch theologian, Visser’t
Hooft, who worked on rescue efforts during the war, later accused these
officials of lacking the imagination and the courage to take action.

JP&N: What else do you want to say about this remarkable man?
JF: Pilecki was brave, resourceful, creative, tenacious, for sure. But those

I spoke to who knew the man highlighted another quality of his: the rare
ability to trust the people. In a place like Auschwitz, designed to tear apart
the bonds between prisoners, his faith in others had a revolutionary poten-
tial. When he recruited a prisoner he was placing not just the secret of the
underground in his hands, but his own life. People responded to that trust
because they needed to believe that something greater than themselves
could endure in the camp. And it worked.

Continued from previous page.
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The Remis speakers’ forum was the brainchild of the late Lanny Remis
over 40 years ago when he, along with fellow members of the Glendale
Golf & Country Club, found themselves with idle time on Thursday after-
noons when the golfing season was underway. 

Remis had the idea to gather together male golfers who were forbidden
to golf Thursday afternoons and, rather than play cards or simply fritter
away the afternoon - do something a little more stimulating.

Why? Because it was “ladies’ day” on the golf course. In the picture at
right are most of the original members who used to have lunch, then listen
to a speaker at the Glendale. The tradition has continued ever since, even
after the forum switched venues to the Shaarey Zedek.

In the photo above are some members of the Remis speakers’ forum
who attended an unscheduled session of the group to hear from
Winnipeg South MP Jim Carr, who had been forced to postpone his
appearance at regularly scheduled meetings of the entire group (which
consists of over 40 members) twice before.
Bottom row (l-r): Sid Ritter, David Cohen, Sid Halpern, Jim Carr, and
Bernie Bellan.
Top row (l-r): Sandra Caplan, Gerry Kalef, Danny Hamburg, Morley
Bernstein, Brian Pauls, and Norman Bager.

After having to postpone his appearance at the Remis speakers’ forum
twice previously, Jim Carr, MP for Winnipeg South Centre - and Canada’s
Minister for International Trade Diversification, finally made it to a meet-
ing with just a few members of the group who were able to make it to a
meeting that had not been part of the regular schedule of speakers on
Thursday, Sept. 26. Unfortunately, the only room available to meet with
Carr at the Shaarey Zedek was the  music room, which is appropriate
since Carr used to be the oboist in the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. 

I suggested to the minister that, given that his opponent this election,
Joyce Bateman (who also ran against  Carr in 2015 when she was the
incumbent MP for Wpg. South Centre), paid her way through the
University of Western Ontario by playing viola for the London
Symphony Orchestra that, rather than debating one another, the two
politicians could have a musical duel (similar to the famous scene in the
movie “Deliverance”: “Dueling banjos”). At press time, neither Carr nor
Bateman had agreed to my proposal.

(By the way, Robert Falcon-Oullette, the Member for Winnipeg Centre
is an excellent trumpet player, he informs me. Leah Gazan, the NDP can-
didate for Wpg. Centre, makes terrific kugel and brisket, she claims. I
always like to find out something about politicians that make them seem
a little more human.) 

Remis speakers’ forum still going strong after more than 40 years

This picture is of a meeting of the Remis speakers’ forum at the
Glendale sometime in the early 1970s. After some hard work by
Simone Cohen and Bonnie Hoffer-Steiman, and with the help of Sid
Halpern, Sam Borden, and others, we can provide the following names
of the individuals who attended that particular day:

Bottom row (l-r): Percy Goldberg, Phil Sheps, Lanny Remis, the guest
speaker, Bob Levenstein, Cy Waldman.

Standing (l-r): Sam Rusen, Joe Gladstone, Lawrence Racklis, Dave
Polinsky, Mark Bernstein, Harvey Sawyer, Manny Spector, unknown,
Mel Leonoff, Barry Myers, Ernie Danzker, Sam Borden, Roy Brown,
Neville Winograd,, Harvey Allen, Gerry Libling, Ted Jacob, John
Gillam, Maitze Weinerman, Joe Freed, Izzy Wolch, Ralph Hamovich,
Percy Thompson, unknown, Morley Blankstein

If you would like a copy of this picture, simply contact The Jewish Post
& News and we will email you one as a jpeg. Also, if you are aware of
mistakes made in identifying anyone - or know the names of the two
individuals whose names are unknown, please let us know.

Haredi rabbi refuses to officiate at wedding
of Avigdor Liberman’s son

JERUSALEM (JTA) — A haredi Orthodox rabbi has refused to offi-
ciate at the marriage of the son of Avigdor Liberman, the head of the
Yisrael Beiteinu party.

Rabbi Baruch Dov Diskin, the rosh yeshiva of the Orchot Torah yeshi-
va in Bnei Brak, said he did not want to appear to endorse the politician,
who is staunchly anti-haredi.

Liberman’s son, Amos Liberman, lives a haredi lifestyle, attends
Diskin’s yeshiva and maintains a close relationship with him, according
to reports.

Since Diskin is not registered with the chief rabbinate to perform wed-
ding ceremonies, he would have needed special permission to officiate,
The Yeshiva World news website reported.

Rabbi David Grossman, who has officiated at many high-profile wed-
dings in Israel, reportedly will officiate.

Another wedding controversy being reported by Israeli media is that
Amos Liberman wants to completely separate men and women at the
wedding, in accordance with haredi custom, but his father objects.

“The wedding will be Jewish, not haredi, as there will be rabbis, sec-
ular people and religious people at the wedding,” Liberman’s office said
in a statement.
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Joanne Seiff

I’m a nobody: humility and compassion

D
uring the time between Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur, there are lots of oppor-
tunities for reflection and self-examina-

tion. I had a helpful reminder when I recently
taught a workshop on recycling and reuse in
fibre arts.

I worked as an English, writing, and adult edu-
cation teacher when I was in my twenties, and
I’ve taught off and on ever since. Lately, I’ve

mostly taught fibre arts but I enjoy teaching in general. Often, as we moved
for my husband’s academic life, I’d give up my teaching job, uproot
myself, and try again in the next place we lived. It was a challenging situ-
ation. A couple of moves ago, I switched over to writing, editing and
design…and only occasional teaching. Now it all has to fit in around my
kids’ needs as well…so I’ve taught a lot less in recent years.

My wake-up call came when I
checked in at the teaching venue. About
six years ago, I helped create the festival
that hosted my workshop. First, the vol-
unteer asked who was I was and what I
needed. I pointed to the class list and
said I was teaching. The volunteers got
into talking with me, “Oh,” they asked,
“Do you knit?” 

“Well yes,” I replied. “I write knitting
patterns.”

It went from there. They had no idea
who I was at all. I explained that I had been a teacher at the festival more
than once. It came up that I’d written books on the subject, and…if they
couldn’t take my class, as they were volunteering, they could download my
designs online and learn that way. It went on when they rushed into my
classroom five minutes into the workshop to hand out name tags. (They’d
forgotten them.) I smiled and said we already had them. “Oh,” they
responded, “someone else gave them to her!” And then I had to smile back
and say, “I brought them myself–something I’d learned from helping to
start this festival”.

We live in an age of constant social media bombardment and self-mar-
keting. If we aren’t always in our profession’s limelight somehow, it’s pos-
sible that no one will know us. That anything we’ve accomplished is irrel-
evant, if we’re not top on somebody’s Instagram or social media feed. 

This encounter reminded me that even if I’m teaching, being paid and my
bio is up on the website… well, I’m a nobody like everybody else. We all put
on our pants one leg at a time. We may think a lot of ourselves, and that’s
well and good, but is there any reason to think that? (In my case, not really!)

This time, from Slichot up to Yom Kippur is when we’re supposed to
focus on self-examination and make apologies. We make space and time to

think about when we missed the mark and how we can do more. We have
to reflect on have we run away from our responsibilities or failed in our
lives. How can we do better at keeping our promises, and go beyond?

On Yom Kippur, we read the haftarah portion of the story of Jonah (Jonah
1:1-4:11). This is a hard story to hear and I find myself with conflicting
emotions. I mean, who thinks they can get a direct order from the Almighty
and then take a boat ride in the opposite direction? Is it normal to get
thrown overboard and swallowed by a whale? Not so much. (It’s a whale
of a tale!)

Once Jonah gets to Nineveh, he does what he is asked to do–and the peo-
ple respond. They atone. This doesn’t please Jonah either. Jonah wishes
that they were punished rather than be forgiven for their previous bad
behaviour. He wants retribution rather than compassion.

Jonah is human, like all of us. He learns what it means, eventually, to lose
everything. He is abased and despondent. It’s miserable, but he learns a lot.

After my class, which went very well,
by the way, it was a lot of fun!–I realized
that I was pitying myself, like Jonah. I
spent time thinking, well, I’ve lost every-
thing, nobody’s heard of me anymore. 

Avoiding the great big pity party, I real-
ized that I should be grateful. I’d had fun
and earned money in my classroom.
When others recognized me later that
day, I felt grateful instead and tried to
celebrate the connections I had made in
previous years.

For me, having twins and some health challenges meant that I’ve had to
adjust my world view. Like Jonah, I’ve had to learn that I’m just not in con-
trol. Instead of running away from Nineveh, I gave up some volunteer activ-
ities, work commitments, and other things when I discovered that I couldn’t
manage it. (Due to health challenges and kid wrangling) Like Jonah, I can’t
blame others who flourished in the meanwhile. Jonah has to sweat it out in
the heat, alone, to learn this…but here it is: We’re not in control.

Instead of feeling angry that we’re not recognized or that Nineveh was-
n’t punished appropriately for its mistakes, let’s turn the story around. It’s
great that there’s a divine power at work who saves Nineveh and Jonah, and
teaches him (and me) important lessons about compassion. I hope I didn’t
embarrass those volunteers.

A little navel-gazing helped me realize what I needed for 5780: an
increased dose of humility and gratitude.

Wishing you an easy fast. May you be inscribed in the Book of Life!

Joanne Seiff is a freelance writer, editor and knitwear designer. She’s the
author of three books, including one about the Winnipeg Jewish
Community– From the Outside In. Read more on her blog: www.joanne-

By

JOANNE SEIFF

We live in an age of constant social media
bombardment and self-marketing. If we

aren’t always in our profession’s limelight
somehow, it’s possible that no one will know

us. That anything we’ve accomplished is
irrelevant, if we’re not top on somebody’s

Instagram or social media feed. 
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Looking back

Inspiring Jews who died in 5779
By JTA Staff

(JTA) – The close of every year
brings with it bittersweet reminders
of the incredible figures we lost in
the year that was.

This year the task of remember-
ing the departed is particularly
fraught as 12 people on the list
were lost to acts of anti-Jewish vio-
lence in U.S. synagogues. Along
with the shooting victims in
Pittsburgh and Poway, California,
are artists, activists and ordinary
folks who heroically answered the
call of history.

Here are some whose stories
inspired us the most.
Pittsburgh victims

On Oct. 27, 2018, a gunman
entered the Tree of Life synagogue
in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and
opened fire while shouting anti-Semitic slogans. The shooting would
become the deadliest act of terrorism against American Jews in the coun-
try’s history. Eleven worshippers were killed that morning, ranging in age
from 54 to 97. Among the dead were a married couple, Bernice and Sylvan
Simon, and two brothers, David and Cecil Rosenthal, along with Daniel
Stein, Jerry Rabinowitz, Richard Gottfried, Joyce Fienberg, Rose
Mallinger, Melvin Wax and Irving Younger.
Herman Wouk

When Time put Herman Wouk on its cover in 1955, it found the Orthodox
novelist’s blend of literary achievement and religious practice to be para-
doxical. But over the course of his nearly seven-decade career, Wouk
would help usher Judaism into the American mainstream through more
than two dozen novels and works of nonfiction, several of which were
adapted for the screen. He died on May 17 at the age of 103.
Amos Oz

Amos Oz won virtually every literary prize short of the Nobel and was per-
haps Israel’s most widely translated author. He was also among its most
vocal peace activists, calling Israel’s withdrawal from the Palestinian territo-
ries a “moral imperative” and helping to found Peace Now in 1978. In nov-
els like “My Michael,” “Black Box,” “Where the Jackals Howl” and his 2002
autobiographical “A Tale of Love and Darkness” – later made into a film by
and starring Natalie Portman – Oz chronicled the emotional development of
his young country. He died of cancer in December at the age of 79.
Peggy Lipton

Actress Peggy Lipton was descended from Russian-Jewish immigrants
and raised in a heavily Jewish enclave on Long Island, New York, but she
became the quintessential American flower child as the star of the crime
drama “The Mod Squad.” In 1974, she married the legendary music pro-
ducer Quincy Jones, with whom she had two daughters. She died of cancer
in May at 72.
Lori Gilbert-Kaye

When a gunman burst into the Chabad of Poway synagogue in April, Lori
Gilbert-Kaye reportedly leapt in front of the rabbi to shield him from the
bullets. Gilbert-Kaye, 60, was the only fatality in the attack on the San
Diego-area congregation. Remembered as a pillar of the community and a
regular hostess of Shabbat meals filled with guests, Gilbert-Kaye was sur-
vived by her husband, Dr. Howard Kaye, and their daughter, Hannah.
Yechiel Eckstein

History will remember Yechiel Eckstein as the man who raised hundreds
of millions of dollars, mostly from Christians, to benefit needy Jews in
Israel and beyond. But to thousands of Jews in conflict zones who he
helped bring to Israel, Eckstein was something of a guardian angel.
Eckstein founded the International Fellowship of Christians and Jews in
1983, and through a combination of pluck, charisma and tireless legwork
made unprecedented progress in raising money for Jewish causes from
evangelicals. In February, he died of heart failure in Jerusalem at 67.
David Berman

David Berman was a founder of the influential band Silver Jews, which
released six albums between 1994 and 2008. Berman, who battled various
drug addictions over the years and survived multiple overdoses, long
described himself as “ethnically Jewish.” But after a stint in rehab in the
mid-2000s, he began going to synagogue and studying Jewish texts. He
died in August at 52.
Barbra Siperstein

On Feb. 1, the Babs Siperstein law went into effect in New Jersey, allow-
ing residents to change their gender identity without proof they had under-
gone gender reassignment surgery. Two days later, the law’s namesake died
at 76. Barbra Siperstein was an advocate for gender equality and transgen-
der rights. In 2009, after completing sex reassignment surgery, she offi-
cially changed her Hebrew name from Eliezer Banish to Baila Chaya at a
ceremony at her Conservative synagogue in Freehold.

Eva Mozes Kor
Eva Mozes Kor was born in

Romania and, along with her twin
sister, sent to Auschwitz in 1944. At
the concentration camp, they under-
went medical experiments at the
hands of the infamous Nazi doctor
Josef Mengele. But Kor was not the
type to hold grudges, even against
Nazis. She publicly forgave
Mengele and made headlines in
Germany for embracing Auschwitz
guard Oskar Groening at his trial in
2015. Kor died in July in Poland
while on a trip organized by the
Candles Holocaust Museum and
Education Center, which she found-
ed in Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1995.
Stan Lee

Few had as significant and endur-
ing an impact on the comic book

industry – and the international mega-blockbusters that it would eventual-
ly spawn – as Stan Lee, the genius behind Marvel comics. Among the char-
acters he co-created with other artists are Spider-Man, the Hulk, the X-
Men, the Fantastic Four, Iron Man and Thor. He was born Stanley Lieber
to Romanian-Jewish immigrants. He died in November at 95.
Simcha Rotem

Few historical events more dramatically signify Jewish defiance in the
face of persecution than the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. And Simcha Rotem,
who died in Jerusalem in December at 94, was its last known surviving
fighter. Born Kazik Ratajzer in Warsaw in 1924, Rotem lost six members
of his family when the Germans bombed his home in 1939. After the upris-
ing, Rotem led surviving fighters from the ghetto through the city sewers,
saving their lives. He immigrated to prestate Israel in 1946 and fought in
its War of Independence.

Some of the Jews we lost this past Jewish year, from left to right: Eva
Mozes Kor, Herman Wouk, Peggy Lipton, Stan Lee, Lori Gilbert
Kaye, Cecil Rosenthal. (Getty Images)

Israeli minister: Promoters of the Israel
boycott movement are anti-Semitic

By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
BRUSSELS (JTA) – Israel’s public

security minister presented a report at a
conference here on Wednesday that
includes 80 examples of what he called
anti-Semitism by key European promot-
ers of the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement against Israel.

In one example from April, Jenny
Tonge, a lawmaker in the upper chamber
of the British parliament, asked on
Facebook whether the wounding of 27
Palestinians, including a baby, in clashes
with Israeli troops was “all to celebrate
the Passover?”

Blood libels involving the trope that
Jews use blood to bake matzah for
Passover have for centuries been a motif of anti-Semitism in Europe.

In another, Robert-Willem van Norren, a promoter of BDS in the
Netherlands, is seen holding up a caricature of the Israel flag with a cock-
roach instead of the Star of David.

The Israeli minister Gilad Erdan sat alongside Elan Carr, the U.S.
envoy against anti-Semitism, and Rabbi Menachem Margolin, director of
the European Jewish Association in Brussels, while presenting the report,
titled “Behind the Mask.” Each speaker had a cracked mask next to him,
emblazoned with terms such as “freedom” and “solidarity.”

“BDS leaders who use anti-Semitic language and images that also
prove their principles, of boycotting the Jew among the nations, Israel,
are anti-Semitic,” Erdan said.

Erdan also protested the hosting in July of a conference of BDS pro-
moters with alleged links to the PFLP terrorist organization. Erdan said
the European Union offers funding to groups involved in promoting anti-
Semitism.

Promoting BDS is illegal in France and Spain. Earlier this year, the
German Bundestag passed a motion defining the movement as anti-
Semitic.

Elan Carr, the U.S. envoy against anti-Semitism, said that BDS is “clas-
sical old anti-Semitism, repackaged and rebranded, cloaked poorly as
anti-Israel rhetoric.”

Margolin said that BDS “is responsible” for some anti-Semitic attacks
in Europe.

Gilad Erdan speaks dur-
ing a press conference in
Tel Aviv in 2018. 

(Roy Alima/Flash90)
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Donate TODAY at goodbear.ca/CrohnsUltrasound

You can help him.
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Benji’s Village

P
ersistent mouth sores at age three. At age eight severe nausea start-
ed. And when their youngest son Benji was 12, the bleeding began.
As each symptom showed up, they were given seemingly sound

reasons such as a stomach virus or puberty, but local parents Jessica and
Joel Cogan were naturally left worried.

At the Passover Seder in 2019, extended family members noticed how
pale and lethargic the now 14-year-old boy was looking. The usually
spirited teen, who loves hockey and Ultimate, was obviously not him-
self and had started to miss a lot of school. So Jessica pushed vigorous-
ly for a referral to a pediatric gastroenterologist and Benji was seen by
Dr. Wael El-Matary at Children’s Hospital of Manitoba. 

After a thorough look at Benji and the family’s medical histories, and
several tests including a colonoscopy and endoscopy, Dr. El-Matary was
able to give the Cogans a definitive diagnosis.

“When your child is sick, it is hard to remain unemotional and the
staff at the Children’s Hospital understand that. I felt validated when I
was told by numerous nurses and doctors there that I was right to trust
my instinct that it was not just a stomach virus,” says Jessica. 

It was in fact one of the most severe pediatric cases of ulcerative col-
itis that this team of doctors and nurses had seen. But Dr. El-Matary says
that Crohn’s and Colitis in Jewish youth is fairly common, “for exam-
ple, the Ashkenazi Jewish population has a 2-4 times higher likelihood
of having Crohn’s disease. From research available on this, we under-
stand that this population has genetic factors that developed many gen-
erations ago that have increased the prevalence of this disease.” 

Thankfully, the Cogan family now has answers, but the path to get
there and the continued follow-up is a strenuous journey for young
Benji. “Crohn’s and Colitis testing and follow up can be invasive and
uncomfortable for children because it currently involves bloodwork,
enemas and bowel scopes,” says Dr. El-Matary. 

To help kids like Benji, the Children’s Hospital Foundation is cur-
rently fundraising to purchase a unique ultrasound machine that will
take the place of painful scopes. “This special ultrasound will reduce the
need for these uncomfortable tests and can also help us better identify
how well a patient is responding to therapy,” says Dr. El-Matary. 

Jessica hopes other kids don’t have to go through the same process. “If
their equipment, research and other resources are as cutting edge as pos-
sible, the doctors and nurses at Children’s Hospital can better help fam-
ilies. This new ultrasound can play an important role in the advance-
ment of disease research and treatments.”

Today, Benji is doing much better. Although there are some not-so-
good days, medication keeps his symptoms at bay, and he now has a
strong village around him. 

“The Children’s Hospital is a community that we are now a part of and
we are grateful that we are able to access its skilled and knowledgeable
professionals and resources. This is made possible, in large part, by the
generosity of others who saw value in giving their support to the
Children’s Hospital to help families in need or in crisis. This is what
community is and it is so very Manitoban. There is no ‘thank you’ big
enough to cover our gratitude,” says Jessica.

Never is the old proverb it takes a village to raise a child truer than
when a child is ill. When that happens, more than ever, a family needs
support to ensure they can raise a happy, healthy child. Thankfully for
the Cogan family, their village includes staff at the Children’s Hospital.
You can be part of the village too - to support the Children’s Hospital
Foundation in purchasing the ultrasound machine that will reduce
uncomfortable tests and treatments for kids, visit
Goodbear.ca/CrohnsUltrasound.

Rady JCC bids farewell to Mark Spencer, 
longtime Director of Fitness & Health

After 22 years as the
Rady JCC Director of
Fitness & Health (actual-
ly, the only Director of
Health & Fitness the
Rady JCC has ever
known), Mark Spencer is
moving on to a new posi-
tion at the Dakota
Community Centre.
Members of the Rady
JCC, along with fellow
staff members (also for-
mer Rady JCC Executive
Director Gayle Waxman)
gathered in the Berney
Theatre foyer on Friday,
September 27, to say
good bye to Mark and
thank him for his years
of service.

(l-r): Rady JCC Assistant Executive
Director Tamar Barr, Mark Spencer, and
Rady JCC Executive Director Rob
Berkowits

Staff members of the Rady JCC - past and present, along with one for-
mer staff member at the Albert Street Y (Bill Brownstone) were on
hand to say good bye to Mark Spencer.

Israeli policewoman stabbed in Jerusalem
JERUSALEM (JTA) — An Israeli policewoman was stabbed outside

the walls of Jerusalem’s Old City.
The officer was stabbed in the hand on Thursday at the Shalshelet Gate,

or Chain Gate, near the Western Wall.
The assailant was wrestled to the ground and arrested, police told Israeli

media.
The attack, less than a week before the start of the High Holidays, comes

a day after an Israeli woman was stabbed by a 14-year-old Palestinian boy
near the city of Modiin.
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The strategic cost of Israel’s political instability
Israel’s prolonged political volatility and uncertainty has had a disastrous impact on its strategic flexibility.

(September 25, 2019 / JNS) When Yisrael
Beiteinu leader Avigdor Lieberman abruptly
resigned his position as defense minister last
November and started the countdown to the
Knesset elections in April, he plunged Israel into
a state of political instability. Following the April
elections, by refusing to serve in a government

led by Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and so forcing Israel
into a second election, Lieberman prolonged the instability he instigated.

Tuesday’s elections ended in deadlock. Neither major party can form a
governing majority. And so, there is no end in sight for the instability
Lieberman provoked and prolonged.

Israel’s prolonged political volatility and uncertainty have had a disas-
trous impact on Israel’s strategic flexibility. Indeed, it has induced strategic
paralysis. Israel cannot respond in a meaningful way to threats or take
advantage of strategic opportunities.

The implications of this dire state of affairs were brought to bear twice in
one day during the campaign. In a press conference last Tuesday,
Netanyahu announced his intention to apply Israeli sovereignty to the
Jordan Valley after the elections. Netanyahu’s announcement included the
revelation that U.S. President Donald Trump supports the move. American
officials backed his claim after the fact.

This was a stunning development. No U.S. administration has ever before
supported Israel’s right to assert its sovereign rights in Judea and Samaria
without Palestinian permission.

But the media and Netanyahu’s political opponents on the left and right
ignored this basic fact, and instead derided his statement as nothing more
than a cheap election stunt to rally his base. In a way, they were right. After
all, all Netanyahu did was make a promise. But it was due to Israel’s strate-
gic paralysis that he had no other option.

Lieberman’s resignation precipitated the Knesset’s dissolution in January.
Trump had planned to release his peace plan late last year. The elections
compelled him to delay its release. Lieberman’s refusal to join Netanyahu’s
coalition in May forced Trump to again delay release of his plan.

So long as Trump hasn’t released his plan, Netanyahu is constrained
regarding the announcement of any position on the permanent disposition
of Judea and Samaria. Under the circumstances, declaring his intention to
apply Israeli sovereignty over the Jordan Valley with American support
was the best he could do. Anything more would have harmed Trump’s roll-
out. And Trump won’t present his plan so long as there is no government.

On Sept. 10, Netanyahu was delivering a speech in Ashdod when the
Islamic Jihad in Gaza shot a missile toward the city. Netanyahu’s body-
guards quickly compelled him to leave the stage and seek shelter.

Islamic Jihad is an Iranian proxy. It does nothing without Iranian permis-
sion and often direction. So to all practical purposes, the missile strike on
Ashdod was an Iranian strike. It was launched to advance Iran’s strategic
goal of fomenting Netanyahu’s removal from office.

Blue and White Party leaders Benny Gantz and Gabi Ashkenazi were
happy to swallow Iran’s bait. They insinuated that Netanyahu was a cow-
ard for leaving the stage in the midst of the attack.

The public, which has grown tired of running for shelter from rockets and
missiles, similarly voted, or chose not to vote, just as Iran had hoped.

Presumably recognizing the strategic significance of the attack, accord-
ing to media reports, Netanyahu wished to respond with a strategic strike
against Hamas and the Islamic Jihad in Gaza. But so long as Israel is in a
state of strategic paralysis, there’s no point in going to war. There is no way
to set, let along achieve military goals that can advance Israel’s strategic
interests for the long haul.

As bad as things are in Gaza, the regional situation is many times worse,
as last Saturday’s Iranian attack on Saudi Arabia’s oil processing plant at
Abqaiq and its oil field at Khurais demonstrated.

The evidence American and Saudi investigators have found at the sites
prove Iran was behind the attacks, which it carried out with drones and
cruise missiles. U.S. officials announced last Thursday that the attacks
originated in a Revolutionary Guards base in Ahvaz in southern Iran.

But while U.S. Secretary of State Mike Pompeo and other senior U.S.
officials have openly admitted that this was an Iranian strike, Trump him-
self has waited to make a definitive statement about the attack and its
implications for the United States.

Trump’s reticence is a product of political constraints.
Ahead of next year’s presidential race, Trump needs to secure his politi-

cal base. A large portion of his voters are sick and tired of the Middle East
and its wars. A direct U.S. military confrontation with Iran in retaliation for
last Saturday’s attack would anger those voters. Trump’s re-election bid
would be threatened.

Before entering a military confrontation with Iran, Trump needs to deliv-
er three things to his voters. First, he needs to be able to provide absolute
proof that Iran is responsible for the attack on the Abqaiq and Khurais oil
installations and that the attacks did, in fact, originate from Iranian territo-
ry. American investigators are assembling that proof.

Second, Trump needs to be able to make the case that the attack on the

Saudi installations directly harmed vital U.S. interests. This case is not dif-
ficult to make. The Iranian attack temporarily took out 5 percent of global
oil output. Since the end of World War II, protecting the free flow of oil
from the Persian Gulf to global markets has been a foundation of U.S.
Middle East policy.

The third thing Trump must do to preserve his political base is to ensure
that the lion’s share of the burden–military and economic–of retaliation is
borne by U.S. allies, not by the U.S. Trump’s supporters firmly believe that
since it was Saudi territory that was targeted, the Saudis need to bear the
brunt of the burden. Trump stated outright that the Saudis will be footing
the bill during a press opportunity on Tuesday.

While Trump is constrained by his base, his Democratic and European
opponents are blaming the Iranian strike on Trump. Everyone from French
President Emmanuel Macron to German Chancellor Angela Merkel to for-
mer Obama White House officials insist that if Trump hadn’t abandoned his
predecessor Barack Obama’s nuclear deal that gave Iran $150 billion and an
open road to a nuclear arsenal by 2025, the Iranians would never have gone
to war against Saudi Arabia. If Trump goes back to the deal and gives Iran
a $15 billion credit line, they promise, Iran will put down its guns.

Although Trump refuses to close the door on the possibility of sitting
down and making a deal with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani, it’s clear
that he has no intention of abandoning his “maximum pressure” strategy
and embracing Obama’s “maximum appeasement” strategy toward Iran.

It is also clear that in Trump’s view, his options are limited. He expects
U.S. allies to carry most of the load.

Which brings us back to Israel’s strategic paralysis.
It was in response to Obama’s bid to realign the United States away from

its traditional allies–Israel and the Sunni Arab states–and towards Iran and
the Muslim Brotherhood that Netanyahu first reached out to the Sunni Arab
regimes. His efforts quickly bore fruit. Led by Egypt and Saudi Arabia, the
Sunnis began working intensively with Israel to minimize the strategic
damage of Obama’s policies.

Netanyahu’s outreach was successful and as a consequence Israel, long
isolated from its region, emerged as a regional power accepted and respect-
ed by its Sunni partners. It was Israel’s newfound strategic posture that pro-
pelled the Trump administration to embrace Israel as a full partner in its
maximum pressure campaign against Iran. For the past year, Israel and the
United States have had a division of labor. The Trump administration has
waged economic war against Iran with sanctions and Israel has served as
the military component of the campaign by striking Iranian assets and
installations in Iraq and Syria.

Now, when it is clear that the United States is both constrained from con-
ducting a major operation due to Trump’s electoral concerns, and fully cog-
nizant of the need to retaliate militarily against Iran in a serious way, the
price of Israel’s strategic paralysis has become prohibitive.

The Iranian strike on Saudi Arabia’s oil installations is an opportunity to
carry out a strategic assault on Iran. Such an assault could target Iran’s
nuclear installations, Revolutionary Guards bases and other regime targets.
The goal of such a campaign would be to significantly set back Iran’s
nuclear weapons program and undermine regime stability.

Today is an opportune moment for Israel to conduct such an attack, in
cooperation with Saudi Arabia. U.S. support for a retaliatory strike would
increase the probability of success significantly.

Were Israel to conduct such an operation, it would safeguard its regional
position and deterrent power for a generation. It would do so at Iran’s
expense and so vastly diminish the strategic threats it faces.

On the other hand, if due to its strategic paralysis Israel fails to take
advantage of this opportunity, the strategic balance of power in the Middle
East will shift in Iran’s favor.

Iran will be empowered by America’s weak response, Saudi fecklessness
and Israeli inaction.

Israel’s credibility and position in the region–built through Netanyahu’s
effective cooperation with the Americans and the Sunnis–will be destroyed as
the Americans and the Sunnis cease viewing Israel as a dependable partner.

Inside the United States, Trump will take a political hit. Following
Obama’s pro-Iranian administration, Trump has made restoring the
American alliance with Israel and the Sunnis the centerpiece of his Middle
East policy. Israeli inaction combined with Saudi incompetence will be
used by Trump’s political opponents and the isolationist wing of his sup-
port base to condemn his key policy as a failure. Obama’s nuclear deal and
his maximum appeasement strategy will get a new lease on life.

The major failing of the Israeli media and most Israeli politicians is their
chronic inability to understand how outsiders in the region and throughout
the world perceive Israel. They don’t consider, let along understand, the
ramifications of those perceptions on Israel’s national security.
Consequently, they don’t understand that Israel’s prolonged political insta-
bility imperils our most critical strategic interests and squanders our great-
est strategic opportunities.

Caroline Glick is an award-winning columnist and author of “The Israeli
Solution: A One-State Plan for Peace in the Middle East.”

This article first appeared in Israel Hayom.

By

CAROLINE GLICK
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SHOSHANA SALAMON née ROSA DRACH
(AUGUST 2, 1926 – AUGUST 18, 2019)

On 18 August 2019, our
dearly loved mother and
cherished grandmother, the
indomitable, brilliant and
beautiful Shoshana
Salamon (née Rosa Drach),
passed away at the age of
93 at the Simkin Centre.
Shoshana is mourned by
her daughters Edna and
Reena (Lloyd), grandchil-
dren Adi Sara (David), Josh
and Veronica, nephew
Zeev (Lola) Drach and
grandnephew Michael
Drach, and step-nephews

and nieces Aaron (Miri) Katz, Hadassa and Kalman
Karni, Tova and Menachem Blumenkrantz and their
children. She was predeceased by her beloved hus-
band, Leon, parents Clara (née Rosenstock) and Kalman
Drach, brother Isaac (Juliette) Drach, half-brothers
Moshe (Atara) Karni and Dr. Heinrich (Roza) Spund-
Fisher and their son Valdimier/Valdy; half-sisters Khana
(Yaakov) Blumenkrantz (née Karni) and Manya
(Yechiel) Katz (née Karni) and their son Kalman;
grandnephew Jonathan Drach, and ever-remembered
childhood friends Edga Eisenstein and Ditta
Silberbuscz. A private graveside ceremony, conducted
by Rabbi Matthew Leibl, was held at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery on 20 August 2019.

Our wonderful mother was an extraordinary woman
with an exceptionally original and inquiring mind. She
revered learning. She was a woman of great valour,
determination and industry. She was a profoundly
spiritual person who sought answers to profound ques-
tions; she had no patience for fools, frippery or gossip.
A born teacher, eloquent speaker and gifted linguist,
Shoshana was an intellectual who loved poetry, art and
music. However, above all, she loved our family. Her
devotion to our family was total and unsparing of
herself. Our mother’s dreams and ambitions were
never selfish; the yearnings and strivings of this truly
noble woman were always for the benefit of our family.

Our family wishes to extend heartfelt thanks to Rabbi
Leibl and those who served as pallbearers. We also
acknowledge our indebtedness to the staff of the Simkin
Centre, especially those on Weinberg 2, who cared for
our mother with kindness and compassion. For those
who wish to do so, donations in our mother’s memory
may be made to the Simkin Centre, 1 Falconbridge
Drive, Winnipeg, Manitoba R3Y 1V9 or to a charity of
their choice.

everlasting
2X3

JACK JOSEPH COHEN
Born: July 20, 1923

Date of Passing: September 17, 2019
JACK JOSEPH

COHEN, beloved father
and grandfather, passed
away peacefully on Sep-
tember 17, 2019. He will
be lovingly remembered by
his daughters, Sandra (and
her husband Bob) and
Cayla; his grandchildren
Melissa and Sara; his
nieces Claire Cohen-
Bruce, Carolyn Cohen,
Carol Henriquez, Marsha
Paul, and Jocelynn Engle;
and his nephews Sidney
Cohen and Daniel Cohen.
He was predeceased by his

dear wife of 57 years, Goldie (Gerry); his older brother
Aaron and Aaron’s wife Helen; his younger brother
Sammy and Sammy’s wife Pearl; his sister Belle Aaron
and her husband Izzy; and his nephew Gordie
Greenberg.

Jack was born to Harry and Brina Cohen on July 20,
1923 in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan. He served over-
seas in the Royal Canadian Air Force during World
War II. After his return, Jack and Gerry famously met
on a blind date originally intended for his younger
brother Sammy, and then raised their family in Moose
Jaw, Saskatchewan. Jack was a successful pharmacist
and business owner of Cohen Drugs North Ltd for over
30 years. During this time, he was also an active
member of the Moose Jaw Jewish community; enjoyed
golf and tennis in the summer, and curling in the winter;
fishing trips with friends; family vacations to Waskesiu
Lake; and travel with Gerry to a variety of places, such
as Expo 67 in Montreal, Hawaii, Israel, and Palm
Springs. Later in life, he and Gerry retired to Winnipeg
to be closer to their daughters. There they continued to
enjoy winters in Palms Springs, as well as more travel,
including a trip to Italy and an Arctic cruise to celebrate
their 50th anniversary. A few years after Gerry’s pass-
ing in 2008, Jack moved to an assisted living centre,
where he enjoyed games of bridge and many lunch and
dinner conversations with his table mates.

Jack fiercely valued his independence. He had strong
opinions but was always interested in what others had
to say. Family was very important to him and he was
extremely proud of both of his daughters’ and grand
daughters’ many accomplishments.

A graveside service was held in Jack’s memory on
September 19 at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue cem-
etery. The family would like to thank Rabbi Mass and
the many friends who expressed condolences. Memo-
ries of Jack will last forever, and his family will always
miss him. If desired, donations in Jack’s memory may
be made to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

LIESEL (LES) GILMORE
Liesel (Les) Gilmore

passed away after a lengthy
illness on September 8,
2019. She was born on June
25, 1930, in Ochtrup, Ger-
many.

She leaves to mourn her
daughter and son-in-law
Sharon and Mark
Berkowitz, daughter Judi
Gilmore, grandchildren,
Michal, Yael, and Shiri
Berkowitz, Marlee Mayer,
Bryce Riou and Danielle

Mayer, sisters and brother-in-law, Edith Shpeller, Rita
and Sam Swire, and her nieces and nephews.

Les was predeased by her loving husband Max,
parents, Frida and Max Meyer, in-laws, Julius and
Ruby Gilmore, brothers-in-law, Sam Shpeller and Saul
Gilmore, sister-in-law and best friend Bernice Gilmore,
and niece Jodi Swire.

Les had a very active social life up until her illness a
few years ago. She enjoyed walking in the mall with her
friends, going for lunches, travelling, and most of all
being with her family.

Funeral services were held September 10, 2019 at the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. Pallbearers were Mark
Berkowitz, Gary and Howie Gilmore, Alan Shpeller,
Jeff and Ben Goldstein.

Donations can be made to the charity of your choice.

MAX MARMEL
May 30,1926 to September 6,2019

Max passed away on
September 6, 2019 at the
age of 93 in Toronto,
Ontario. Max grew up with
his family in Portage La
Prairie, Manitoba.
Eventually, he moved to
Winnipeg to become a
pharmacist, a career which
spanned over 50 years. He
built and operated Seven
Oaks Pharmacy, the first
drugstore in West
Kildonan. Max went on to

run the Astra Dispensary and manage the Kobrinsky
Clinic. While his day job was a pharmacist, Max
always had a business on the side, from owning hair
salons, importing wigs and dental supplies from Japan,
to manufacturing medicine and inventing a medical
diagnostic test for detecting urinary tract infections.
Max went on to win a Canadian Innovation award for
this work.

Max later moved his business to Toronto, where he
was introduced to Natalie and was welcomed into a
whole new wonderful family. As if he hadn’t had
enough careers already, Max decided to transition into
a career in real estate to work along side Natalie. He
thoroughly enjoyed this business adventure until his
retirement in his late 80’s.

Max lived life to the fullest, and enjoyed travelling
the world, reaching every continent, including Antarc-
tica. He had a passion for scuba diving (which he
passed on to Allison) and spent many of his vacations
exploring the natural wonders of the sea, eventually
earning his Diving Instructor Certification.

Max was incredibly driven and extremely generous
to his family and friends. He was a devoted husband,
father and grandfather who cared for his loved ones
deeply and unconditionally.

 Max will be greatly missed by his wife Natalie, son
Lawrence (Tam), daughter Rosalind, Bernice Marmel,
sister Bonnie Tregebov, stepchildren Dr. Larry Barzelai
(Dr. Rhona Gordon), Dr. Rick Black (Wendy), Cindy
Black-Goldstein (Richard),grandchildren Shane
Marmel, Dr. Allison Marmel (Dr. Yale Michaels),
step-grandchildren Dr. Morry Black (Alisa Belshaw)
Ari Black (Shoshana), Joshua Black, Melissa Silverberg
(Michael), Jake Goldstein, Laura Barzelai (Sean
Caners), Nadav Barzelai, (Naomi Kassel), Avi Barzelai,
Dr. Ira Barzelai, step-great grandchildren Alex, Leah,
Aerin, Halle, Ethan, Matthew, Dan, Avigail, and close
friend Clara. Max was predeceased by his parents Sam
and Seema Marmel.

 Services were held on September 8, at the Etz
Chayim Synagogue in Winnipeg. Pallbearers were
Lawrence Marmel, Shane Marmel, Dr. Rick Black, Dr.
Morry Black, Ari Black and Joshua Black.

 Donations can be made to the Max Marmel Memo-
rial Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. (204)
477-7525.

j.fed.       2x2
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MEMORIAMS WEEK
OF  OCTOBER  2

IRMA NEPON
On Saturday, September

21, 2019 Irma Nepon
passed away peacefully.
She will be remembered
and missed by her children,
Myrna (Herb Singer),
Maureen (Leo Steinfeld),
and Bonnie (Kenny
Dressler). She also leaves
behind grandchildren,
Leslie Singer (Sheldon
Glow), Marnie Singer
(Darren Law), Sheryl
Singer (Kevin Segall),
Jonathan Steinfeld (Stav
Gamliel), Jared Steinfeld

(Allison Newton), Marilyn Dressler and Jackie Dressler
(Curtis Ling) and great grandchildren Josh and Sari
Glow, Justin and Hayden Segall, Oren and Lev
Steinfeld, Maya and Henry Steinfeld, Max Cornblum,
Benjamin and Zachary Ling and sister-in-law, Gertie
Nepon. She was predeceased by her husband, Harry, in
1988 and by her dear friend, Lou Velin, in 2015, her
five brothers and one sister, her husband’s brothers,
sisters and their spouses.

Our mother was born in Kamsack, Saskatchewan on
April 6, 1921 to David Benjamin and Molly Katz. She
was the youngest of seven children. She and her family
moved to Winnipeg when she was eight years old.
Shortly after finishing high school, she met Harry
Nepon, her future husband. They were married for
forty-eight years. She was very proud of the fact that
she went back to Adult Education to get grade 12
credits and learned to swim at age 52. She volunteered
at schools and at the synagogue, She was an amazing
cook and gardener and enjoyed playing bridge and
Mah Jong. She was an avid reader and participated in
a book club for several years.

We would like to thank the staff of Simkin Centre,
Weinberg 1 for their care and consideration for our
mother over the past five and a half years.

Funeral services were held on Monday, September
23 at 2:00 pm at Etz Chayim Synagogue with burial at
Rosh Pina Cemetery. Pallbearers were Sheldon Glow,
Sheryl Singer, Kevin Segall, Jonathan Steinfeld, Jared
Steinfeld and Josh Glow. Rabbi Kliel Rose and Cantor
Tracy Kasner-Greaves officiated.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY
GOODMAN

who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

1st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM KLAPMAN
who passed away

September 12, 2018
3 days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving wife
Ruth, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLEY
“BRINEY”

LOVE
who passed away

September 18, 2007
6 Days in Tishrei

“YOU WILL LIVE IN OUR
HEARTS FOREVER”

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters, and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
MELNICER

who passed away
October 8, 2000
9 days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever  loved by his  children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

LEONARD
PAUL

who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 days in Tishrei

ELAINE
(Footlick) PAUL

who passed away
October 10, 2018
1 day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

We carry your hearts; we carry them in our hearts.
– Love always and forever, your children, grandchildren and
great grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDWARD
POSNER
who passed away

September 17, 1999
8 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sylvia,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

PHIL RUBIN
who passed away

September 16, 2018
7 days in Tishrei

– The memory of your loving,
calm, and gentle nature will
be forever cherished by your
wife, Ruthie, daughters,
Marni and Lainey, son-in-law,
Hilary, granddaughters, Iris
and Amelia, family and
friends.
  Your death will never erase
the great impact of your life!

1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

Sept. 23, 1954 - Sept. 10, 2002
25 Elul, 5714 - 5 Tishrei, 5763

SHELLEY
WEISS

— Loved and missed by  Erin
and Evan, Francie and Eric,
Abby, Jill and Richard,
Beverley and Bryan, Michael
and Lainie.

In loving memory of

NORMAN
YURMAN
who passed away

September 20, 2015
7 days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
greatly missed by his wife and
family.

In Memoriam

Unveiling
The family of the late

LEN
WEINBERG

wishes to inform
relatives and friends

of the unveiling of a headstone
in his loving memory on
Sunday, October 6, 2019

at 11:00 a.m. at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Please join the family
for lunch at Rae & Jerry’s

at 12:00 noon
after the unveiling.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away
Three years ago
October 6, 2016

— With love from Shoshana,
Carmi, Jeriel, Silvan  and the
Stern family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

SARAH
HENOCH
who passed away

September 25, 1993
10 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow.
- With tears in our eyes and an
ache in our hearts, we light a
candle in your beautiful
memory.
— Your love is our legacy

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

OCTOBER  9
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In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TABL GUNER
who passed away
October 9, 1987

16 days in Tishrei
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ZLOTA
MARGOLIS

who passed away
September 19, 2010
11 days in Tishrei

— Missing your beautiful
smile and infectious laugh.
Heartbroken by your absence,
forever loved and missed by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
In Memoriam
2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

PHYLLIS
NEWMAN
who passed away

September 28, 2017
8th of Tishrei, 5778

You’re always in our hearts
— Ever rememered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. JACK
RUBIN

who passed away
October 14, 2017

We love you dearly and miss
you everyday.
— Your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LILLIAN
TRACHTENBERG

who passed away
October 7, 2014

14 days in Tishrei
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

5th YahrzeitIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAE
WINESTOCK

who passed away
September 20, 2013

16 days in Tishrei 5774
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children, grand-
children and family.

6th Yahrzeit

19th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WOHL
who passed away
October 10, 2000
11 days in Tishrei

With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your  children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY YARMAN
who passed away

September 21, 1994
16 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving nieces,
nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great-great
nieces and nephews.

In loving memory of

SARAH
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 4, 1990

15 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed by her
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
SILVERBERG

who passed away
September 22, 1980
12 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
BOYCE

who passed away
September 25, 2007
13 days in Tishrei

— Remembered daily, missed
deeply and forever loved
Geraldine, Richard, Kenny
and Alex and family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MRS. NETTIE FOX
who passed away

September 23, 1977
11 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving remembrance of our
beloved and visionary
father and grandfather

ISRAEL ASPER
OC, OM

who passed away
October 7, 2003

11 Days in Tishrei
— Still so much in our hearts
and sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
friends.  Not a day goes by
where we don't think of him,
and wish he were still here
with us.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHIRLEY
BARON

who passed away
September 22, 2010
14 days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children,  family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
daughter and sister

BRINA
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 6, 1976

13 Days in Tishrei
Her soul touched every
human being
With everlasting love and life
eternal.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her brothers and
sister.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERNIE
GOLDSTEIN

who passed away
October 6, 2017

16 days in Tishrei, 5778
— Always remembered with
much love & sadly missed by
your loving wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

21st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANCES
STANDIL
who passed away
October 2, 1998

12 Days in Tishrei
— Always remembered by
your family and friends.

Map hand-drawn by Rabin dur-
ing Oslo period up for auction

(JTA) — A map hand-drawn by former
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin in 1993
as negotiations over the Oslo Accords were
underway is being auctioned.

Bidding on the map, drawn on stationary
from the Sheraton Jerusalem Plaza Hotel, is set
to start at $25,000 on Thursday, according to
Nate D. Sanders Auctions, based in Los
Angeles.

A scribbled over first draft of the map can be
found on the other side of the paper.

The map includes numbers in areas blocked
out as the West Bank and Gaza. A second page,
which appears to be in another person’s hand-
writing, indicates that the numbers represent
population figures.

It is described as in “near fine condition.”
The Oslo Accords were signed in

Washington, D.C., in September 1993. The
agreement provided the Palestinians with an
interim self-government and provided for the
withdrawal of Israeli forces from Palestinian
territories over five years.

Rabin was assassinated in 1995 during a
peace rally in Tel Aviv.



The Rady Jewish Community Centre in partnership with Jewish Child
and Family Service is pleased to present a new program that will focus on
some of the struggles that caregivers of all ages encounter

Participants will have opportunities to meet others going through similar
experiences, connect with professionals, learn techniques for self-care and
empowerment and participate in hands-on-activities such as coping strate-
gies, mindfulness and stress management.

The Opening Program: You Are Not Alone takes place on Sunday,
October 6 at 2:00 pm in the Adult Lounge, Rady JCC. Our speakers will
be Jamie Kinaschuk. Social Worker at Age and Opportunity; Kelsey
Dueck, Caregiving with Confidence and Heather Kraut, Social Worker
from Jewish Child and Family Service.  Our guests will discuss “the sys-
tem “ and what help is available. Information  on resources and tools that
are offered will be distributed. Light Refreshments to follow. This program
is free and is open to all.

Caregiver’s Forum Workshops
The Caregiver’s Club: Movie & Discussion
Wednesday, Nov. 13
1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
The movie will serve as the backdrop for discussion on the role of care-
givers, their struggles and hopes.

Mindfulness: Coping Box for Rainy Days
Thursday, Nov. 28
7:00 pm  - 9:00 pm
Engage in the opportunity to work with calming and comforting materials.

Dealing with the Winter Blues 
Plus Musical Entertainment
Wednesday, December  11
1:00 pm - 3:00 pm
The holiday season and holiday get-togethers are always a difficult and
tough time. Learn strategies to help cope at this particular time.

Taking Care of Yourself: Health Journal and Healthy Habits
Thursday, Feb. 6,
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
The focus of this session is  on talking care of oneself and not feeling guilty
about it. 

Strength Resources for Stress Relief
Thursday, March 12
6:30 pm– 8:30 pm
Coping and resources for stress relief. Program includes musical therapist.
Light dinner to follow program.

The Caregiver Forum Workshops are facilitated by Jamie Kinaschuk,
Social Worker at Age and Opportunity with expert guest speakers and
musical guests.  Refreshments will be served at all workshops and light
dinner at the closing event. Opening Program: You Are Not Alone is free
and advance registration is not necessary. Caregiver’s  Forum Workshops
are $5 for Rady JCC Members and $8 for Non-Members for each session. 

Advance registration is required by going to www.radyjcc.com or  by
calling (204) 477-7510. 

Hagasha: The Caregiver’s Forum is presented by the Rady JCC and JCFS
and generously supported by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba

Wednesday, October 2, 2019, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   27

Community news

Rady JCC and JCFS Present Hagasha: The Caregiver’s Forum
Programs Addressing the Challenges Caregivers Face



28 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 2, 2019

Entertainment

What working as a prosecutor has taught me about Yom Kippur
By Anonymous

Editor’s note: The author is an active prosecutor in a major U.S. city.
Due to the nature of their work, they must write anonymously. 

(JTA) – The court officer calls out the calendar number and reads the
docket into the record. The defendant, accompanied by his attorney,
enters the well. The judge and the prosecutor are there already, waiting.
The defense attorney states his name for the record, as does the prosecu-
tor. Then the judge asks, “Where do we stand?”

The defense attorney answers. He tells the judge that his client has
completed the court-ordered program and hands up the documents as
proof. The judge reviews them and concurs. He congratulates the defen-
dant on his completion of the program. Then, something unexpected
occurs. The judge stands and applauds. The court officers and the prose-
cutor join him, with joy. The defendant looks down sheepishly, then
approaches the bench as the judge waves him over to hand him a certifi-
cate of completion. When he returns to his spot, the judge asks if he has
anything he’d like to say. He does. He smiles and tells the court that this
is the first time he has ever graduated from anything. Then, in the mixed

up emotions of pride and shame, he begins to cry.
The criminal justice system, and the modern shift toward rehabilitative

justice (focused on reforming an offender) described in the story above
has a lot to teach us about how we approach Yom Kippur. 

I often end Yom Kippur feeling like I’ve just gotten away with some-
thing. The weight of our sins is too great a burden to bear. We know that
we are guilty, but we pray that God’s mercy outweighs what justice
demands, that despite our sins we should be found worthy of another
year, and a good year at that. The facts are not on our side, and neither is
the law. For how can we dispute what the Omnipotent One already
knows? So we pray for mercy, that God wipes away our sins, and He in
His infinite mercy cannot help but do so. 

But what have we really accomplished? We are still the same people we
were before, just with a clean slate for the new year. We are not, in any
way, reformed. So we walk away from Yom Kippur with the certainty
that we have been forgiven, but with the nagging feeling that we didn’t
really deserve it. In a sense, it is far easier for God to forgive us than it is
to forgive ourselves.

Is ‘Seinfeld’ still ‘fresh’ in 2019, like Netflix says it is?
By DANIEL TREIMAN

(JTA) – A lot happened in 1989.
The Berlin Wall fell, the Iron
Curtain crumbled and a young
political theorist named Francis
Fukuyama announced that with
Western liberal democracy’s tri-
umph, we had reached “the end of
history.”

Also that year, the pilot for what
was then called “The Seinfeld
Chronicles” aired on NBC.

While NBC was tentative initial-
ly about the show’s prospects,
“Seinfeld” would become not just
an unlikely hit for the network but
the most popular sitcom of the
1990s. To put it in perspective, 76
million viewers tuned in for the sit-
com’s 1998 series finale – that’s
nearly four times the number who watched the last episode of HBO’s
“Game of Thrones” earlier this year.

What more propitious time for a “show about nothing” than the end of
history?

Now, 30 years after the debut of “Seinfeld,” Netflix is betting big on the
timeless appeal of the TV show that yada, yada, yada’d its way into
America’s hearts, buying its exclusive streaming rights starting in 2021.

“Seinfeld is the television comedy that all television comedy is measured
against,” Netflix’s chief content officer said in a statement. “It is as fresh
and funny as ever.”

The enduring charms of “Seinfeld” in the streaming era, however, should
not obscure the fact that the show is also very much a product of its time.

One aspect of the “Seinfeld” story that seems like a relic from a distant
past is NBC’s initial concern that the show was “too New York, too Jewish”
to be a hit, as the network’s entertainment president, Brandon Tartikoff (a
New York Jew himself), memorably worried.

“Who will want to see Jews wandering around New York acting neurot-
ic?” he asked.

Amid such shpilkes, the Jews behind “Seinfeld” masked the Jewishness
of the show’s characters. True, the show’s four main characters seemed like
over-the-top caricatures of Jewish New Yorkers (some were even based on
real-life Jews, with George Costanza as a stand-in for series co-creator
Larry David, and Cosmo Kramer inspired by David’s former neighbor
Kenny Kramer). But aside from Jerry Seinfeld’s eponymous character,
none of the main characters were identified by the show as Jews.

No matter how Jewish Elaine Benes (Julia Louis-Dreyfus) seemed,
“Seinfeld” viewers learned that she was, in fact, a magnet for Jewish men
due to her “shiksappeal.” Meanwhile, the fact that George, played very
Jewishly by Jewish actor Jason Alexander, had an Italian last name was
cause for considerable confusion, including for the Jewish actors (Jerry
Stiller and Estelle Harris) who played his parents.

“It was never really clear if the Costanzas were Jewish or Italian or what
they were,” Stiller later recounted. “Jason, Estelle and I were given the
name Costanza, which sounds Italian, but there were episodes where I
cooked Jewish food and ate knishes and kasha varnishkes in bed. When
people asked me about this, I would simply say it was because we were a
Jewish family in the Witness Protection Program.”

Amid the plenitude of Jewish-themed comedy on “Seinfeld” (public dis-

plays of affection during
“Schindler’s List,” a desperate
quest for a chocolate babka, the
high anxiety of a bris, a dentist who
converts to Judaism for the Jewish
jokes, cavalier comparisons of soup
purveyors and burger chefs to
Nazis), the fact that the show’s
characters could not be openly
Jewish seemed like a joke itself.

Perhaps thanks in part to the suc-
cess of “Seinfeld,” Jewish TV char-
acters no longer need a witness pro-
tection program.

Now you can have an entire
series about the mishegas of two
young Jewesses wandering around
New York, moaning about fasting
on Yom Kippur and yearning to
host a Passover seder (“Broad

City”); a show whose protagonist engages her childhood archnemesis from
Scarsdale in a “JAP rap battle,” replete with obscure-to-gentiles rhymes
about Birthright Israel and the Jewish fraternity AEPi (“Crazy Ex-
Girlfriend”); another show that spends a whole season on a family trip to
Israel (“Transparent”); or a show where a character might crack wise about
how wearing a yarmulke into a Palestinian chicken restaurant is akin to the
raid on Entebbe (Larry David’s own “Curb Your Enthusiasm”). And that’s
not even mentioning the Emmy-conquering “Marvelous Mrs. Maisel.”

“Seinfeld,” though, was a different animal than any of these. It was the
top show on network television before cable and streaming fragmented the
American TV-watching audience into countless niches.

Above all, “Seinfeld” is a product of a more innocent time. At the end of
history, with America at peace, Jerry, George, Elaine and Kramer could run
around preoccupied with minutiae like puffy shirts and close talkers, their
audience relatively undistracted by more serious national and world dra-
mas.

Now that history has resumed – with rising illiberalism, terrorism, wars
– a classic “Seinfeld” laugh line like “Ukraine is weak!” seems more omi-
nous. Indeed, the world now intrudes even upon “Seinfeld” itself, as with
reports that the pied piper of right-wing populism Steve Bannon managed
to profit from the show’s royalties.

“Seinfeld” was silly and carefree. By contrast, our new golden era of tele-
vision has tortured anti-heroes for its most celebrated protagonists. True,
the “Seinfeld” characters were themselves selfish miscreants, but they were
so endearing that audience members tended to forget that they were kind of
awful people. Even on “Curb Your Enthusiasm,” it is harder to overlook the
David character’s bad qualities; it’s edgier comedy for edgier times.

Netflix is certainly right that “Seinfeld” is still funny. Like the original
ratings-topping sitcom “I Love Lucy,” “Seinfeld” is comedy for the ages.
If you stream it, people will watch and laugh.

But is it still “fresh”?
That’s not as clear. Don’t be surprised if the jaundiced eyes of 2021 view

“Seinfeld” through a screen of nostalgia.
Not that there’s anything wrong with that.

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

The stars of "Seinfeld" at the 1993 Emmy Awards. The show was the
most popular sitcom of the 1990s. (Jeff Kravitz/FilmMagic, Inc/Getty Images)

Continued on next page.



By BEN SALES
(JTA) – Israeli voters delivered

an inconclusive result in last
week’s election. More than a week
after the vote, it’s still unclear what
shape Israel’s government will
take.

But a majority of Jewish voters is
clear on one thing: They want their
next government to be less reli-
gious than it is now.

A new survey by Hiddush, an
Israeli organization that supports
religious pluralism, shows that 57
percent of the Jewish Israeli elec-
torate does not want the incoming
governing coalition to include or
depend on parties that are haredi
Orthodox, commonly referred to as
ultra-Orthodox in the United
States. That 57 percent majority
also wants the coalition to support
religious freedom in Israel.

Thirty-four percent of Israeli Jews disagree: They want the Orthodox par-
ties in the coalition and are happy with current government policy, which
gives Orthodox Judaism significant influence over Israeli law. Haredi par-
ties have been part of the Israeli government since 2015 and have sat in a
series of coalitions throughout Israel’s history.

The survey’s finding is significant because some of the harshest rhetoric
ahead of the election centered on religious issues. Secular parties accused
Orthodox parties of wanting to establish a theocracy in Israel. Orthodox
parties claimed that secular parties wanted to deprive Israel of its religious
character. The only reason for the election last week – Israel’s second in a
year – was an intractable conflict between Orthodox and secular parties
after the previous election in April.

Nearly all of those who voted for Blue and White, the centrist party led
by Benny Gantz and Yair Lapid opposing Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, want a secular governing coalition. Most voters for
Netanyahu’s Likud Party (56 percent) support a coalition with Orthodox
parties, while 44 percent favor a secular coalition.

Sixty-nine percent of respondents also said that support for religious free-
dom was a significant factor in their vote last week. The survey was taken

on September 22 and included 600
Jewish Israeli respondents. The
margin of error was 4 percent.

“The elections have unfolded in a
way that so clearly points to the
concern that Israelis feel with the
unholy alliance of religion and
state,” said Rabbi Uri Regev,
Hiddush’s founder. “The more
haredi political leaders felt tri-
umphant, the more they felt they
could cash in on their political for-
tunes, the more Israelis became
frustrated and ready to push back.”

The survey follows an annual one
by Hiddush on religion in Israel.
That survey, like past ones, shows
that a solid majority of Israeli Jews
wants government policy to be far
less influenced by Orthodox law
than it is now.

64 percent of respondents want
there to be separation of religion and state in Israel.

68 percent want Israel to recognize civil marriages. At present, Israel only
recognizes Orthodox Jewish marriages.

64 percent do not want any religious body to have governmental author-
ity in Israel. At present, Israel’s Orthodox Chief Rabbinate controls mar-
riage, divorce, burial and other affairs in Israel.

62 percent want Israel to recognize a range of Jewish conversion cere-
monies – not just Orthodox ones.

The survey found that, similar to previous years, half of Israeli Jews iden-
tify as secular, 31 percent as traditional, 11 percent as Modern Orthodox
and 10 percent as haredi Orthodox. The survey also found that 6 percent of
Israeli Jews self-identify as Conservative and 7 percent as Reform – though
Israelis don’t typically use those terms to define their religious practice.

Politically, 45 percent of Israeli Jews are right-wing and 19 percent are
right-leaning. Twenty percent are centrist and 16 percent are left-wing or
left-leaning.

The annual survey was taken from August 6 to 11, and included 753
Jewish Israeli adult respondents. The margin of error was 3.6 percent.
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That is the power in rehabilita-
tive justice. It reminds the offend-

er that it is not solely by the grace of the court that he goes free. Rather
it affords him the autonomy to earn his forgiveness. Through this lens,
Yom Kippur evolves from the constricting binary of Justice against
Mercy, Guilty against Not Guilty, and instead can be viewed as an
empowering opportunity for each of us to reform ourselves and earn our
forgiveness. To make amends. In doing so, we become worthy of for-
giveness. We can proudly walk away knowing that we have earned the
right to utter the word “salachti” – forgive me.

In the context of Yom Kippur, true forgiveness combines God’s two
attributes of Justice and Mercy into a rehabilitative program. As the litur-
gy tells us – through repentance, through prayer and through our charita-
ble deeds – we can tear up an unfavorable sentence from the heavenly
court. That is the rehabilitative program that God proscribes for us – a
carrot-and-stick approach to forgiveness. 

Perhaps this is why we end Yom Kippur by reciting “Hashem hu ha-
Elokim,” God is the Divine Judge, seven times. For it is only through the
combination of God’s attribute of mercy (associated with the name
YKVH) and God’s attribute of Justice (associated with Elokim) that we
can achieve “teshuvah,” true repentance and forgiveness. The stick of
justice, demanding that we follow God’s rehabilitative plan, coupled with
the grace of God’s mercy to give us that chance to earn it, affords us the
opportunity to clean the slate, expunge our record and find forgiveness
from the heavenly court. 

But one more opportunity remains. As the final cry of “Hashem hu ha-
Elokim” fades away, and the tension of the day breaks, there is a moment
of perfect silence. Listen for it. Feel it. A moment of reconciliation with
God, when Yom Kippur has ended but the new day has not yet begun. A
moment when the world is pure and cleansed.

And in that moment, you will find what you have been searching for all
along. 

A chance to forgive yourself. 
The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author

and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Continued from previous page.

Most Israelis want Orthodox parties out of government, survey says

A man looks at a Blue and White party election campaign poster show-
ing its leaders Benny Gantz, Yair Lapid, Gaby Ashkenazi and Moshe
Yaalon and Shas Party election campaign poster showing its spirtual
leader Rabi Ovadia Yosef on April 1, 2019 in the city of Haedera,
Israel. (Amir Levy/Getty Images)
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How the late French president Jacques Chirac started 
France’s reckoning with the Holocaust

By LIAM HOARE
VIENNA, Austria (JTA) – Jacques Chirac, the

former French president who died on September
26 at age 86, had only been in office two months
when, on July 16, 1995, he delivered a speech that
began a vital reckoning with one of the darkest
aspects of France’s recent history.

Breaking a 50-year taboo on acknowledging
France’s role in the Holocaust, Chirac said that
“the criminal folly of the occupiers” – including
the July 1942 Vel’ d’Hiv roundup, during which
4,500 French police arrested nearly 13,000
Parisian Jews, confining them in crowded, unsan-
itary conditions prior to their deportation to
Auschwitz – “was seconded by the French, by the
French state.”

“France, the homeland of the Enlightenment and
of the rights of man, a land of welcome and asy-
lum, on that day committed the irreparable,” Chirac said of the roundup.
“Breaking its word, it handed those who were under its protection over to
their executioners.” France owes the victims “an everlasting debt.”

With these words, Chirac shattered the myth of French innocence his pre-
decessors on the left and right of French politics, from Charles de Gaulle
to François Mitterrand, had, in the name of national unity, created and nur-
tured for decades.

When the Nazis occupied France in June 1940, so the story went, the
Republic ceased to exist. All the crimes committed on French soil – the
anti-Jewish laws, the arrests, the deportations, the near-75,000 dead French
Jews – were therefore the responsibility of Nazi Germany and the puppet
Vichy regime, not France. To quote former French President François
Mitterrand, “In 1940, there was a French state, this was the Vichy regime,
it was not the Republic.” 

Far from cultivating a culture of remembrance, the leaders who rebuilt
France after World War II and presided over it in subsequent decades sanc-
tioned an official culture of denial and forgetting. As late as 1992–50 years
after the Vel’ d’Hiv roundup and long after Germany had begun its own
process of coming to terms with the past–Mitterrand pointedly avoided

acknowledging France’s role in a major speech
marking the event. “The dead hear you,”
Mitterrand was warned by his longtime friend
Robert Badinter, the president of the
Constitutional Council.

The Nazi hunter Serge Klarsfeld condemned
Mitterrand as someone who was only “faithful to
himself.” Prior to joining the French resistance in
1943, Mitterrand had been a civil servant in the
Vichy regime. The urge not to remember was
therefore in part self-serving. 

Chirac, on the other hand, was only 11 at the
time of France’s liberation in 1944. He was the
first of a new generation of French leaders unen-
cumbered by the experience of World War II. His
1995 address, Klarsfeld would say, “contained
everything we hoped to hear one day.”

Chirac in general was far from an honorable
man. He was a political chameleon and a hypocrite. The same politician
who gave the notoriously racist “le bruit et l’odeur” speech in 1991 was the
anti-racist option when he campaigned for the presidency against the far-
right’s Jean-Marie Le Pen in 2002. And he was corrupt, as a French court
found in 2011 when it found him guilty of embezzling public funds to ille-
gally finance his neo-Gaullist political party.

But when successive French presidents, from François Hollande (“The
truth is that this crime was committed in France, by France”) to Emmanuel
Macron (“It was indeed France that organized this”), speak so openly of
France’s complicity in the Holocaust, they do so because of Chirac.

“To recognize the errors of the past and the errors committed by the state
and not to hide the dark hours of our history, that is plainly the way to
defend a vision of man, of his freedom and dignity,” he said in 1995.

A complicated figure, to say the least, this aspect of his legacy cannot be
negated. 

The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author
and do not necessarily reflect the views of JTA or its parent company, 70
Faces Media.

Former French President Jacques Chirac
attends a ceremony in Paris, November
24, 2011. (AP Photo/Francois Mori, File)

‘Why is it that I can’t say something against the Jews?’ 
Malaysia’s leader asks at Columbia

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
NEW YORK (JTA) – The prime minister

of Malaysia defended his past anti-Semitic
statements and questioned the number of Jews
killed during the Holocaust in a speech at
Columbia University.

“I am exercising my right to free speech.
Why is it that I can’t say something against
the Jews, when a lot of people say nasty
things about me, about Malaysia, and I didn’t
protest, I didn’t demonstrate?” Mahathir
Mohamad said Wednesday in response to a
question from an audience member.

Mohamad, who was speaking at the col-
lege’s World Leaders Forum, has called Jews
“hook-nosed,” said they “rule the world by
proxy” and questioned the number of Jews
killed in the Holocaust. He also has said that
he is “glad to be labeled anti-Semitic.”

The 94-year-old leader returned last year as prime minister of the
southeast Asian country after serving from 1981 to 2003.

In response to a question by a student who identified herself as a mem-
ber of a campus pro-Israel group, Mohamad denied questioning how
many Jews were killed in the Holocaust, but then went on to do so.

“Well, I have not disputed them, but I have said that ‘Who determined
these numbers?’ If it is somebody who is in favor, you get one figure, if
somebody who is against, you get another figure,” he said.

“So I accept that there was a Holocaust, that there were many Jews
killed, and in fact at one time I was very sympathetic towards them dur-
ing the war, when you were not around, but I was around at that time.”

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqqRWi8bRJM

At that point, the questioner interrupted him, saying her grandmother

had been in the Holocaust. Mohamad declined
to speak further about the topic.

Mohamad did express sympathy for other
targeted minority groups, condemning Burma
for its persecution of Rohingya Muslims and
saying that the world failed to take action dur-
ing the Cambodian genocide as more than 1
million people were killed.

The prime minister spoke for about 25 min-
utes about multilateralism and relations
between Malaysia and its neighbors with mod-
erator Lien-Hang Nguyen, an associate history
professor at the university. Nguyen did not
bring up Mohamad’s anti-Semitic statements.

But Vishakha Desai, a senior adviser to the
Columbia president, Lee Bollinger, did bring
them up in her introduction of the Malaysian

leader. She also noted Malaysia’s decision earlier this year to ban Israeli
athletes from participating in the 2019 World Para Swimming
Championships. The International Paralympic Committee responded by
stripping Malaysia of the right to host the event.

“Clearly such attitudes are absolutely contrary to what we stand for,”
Desai said.

Desai also referenced a letter by Bollinger in which he defended
Mohamad’s appearance on campus while also calling the leader’s
remarks “abhorrent” and saying he was committed to ensuring the “safe-
ty and well-being” of Jewish students. Columbia had drawn criticism
from the campus Hillel, pro-Israel groups and the Anti-Defamation
League for inviting Mohamad.

About 300 people attended the event, according to university spokes-
woman Caroline Adelman. Other speakers at the weeklong forum
included Austrian Chancellor Brigitte Bierlein, Queen Mathilde of
Belgium and Iraqi President Barham Salih.

Screen capture from video of Malaysian
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad during
an event at Columbia University, September
25, 2019 (YouTube)
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Do You Have Fond Memories of the 
YMHA on Hargrave?

Thinking about the Glory Days... 
Juvenile A & B Clubs, 

Hot Dog Special, Sports, Canteen Dance, 
Camp Playmore or the Schvitz?

Registration is Now Open for the YMHA/Rady JCC
Nostalgia Weekend: November 15-17!!

Feeling sentimental about the good old days?  Although many former Y
members and friends are dispersed around from some of our old neighbour-
hoods, a group of past YMHA & Rady JCC members and friends are orga-
nizing a Nostalgia Weekend from November 15-17 to celebrate and
remember the glory days.

Highlights of the Nostalgia Weekend Include:

Shabbat Dinner 
Friday, November 15 
6:00 p.m.
Enjoy a delicious Shabbat dinner followed by musical entertainment and
singing. Plus time for sharing memories and reconnecting with old and new
friends.

“Y” Days Canteen Dance
Saturday, November 16
7:30 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.

You will get to experience the amazing live music of the band Rewind,
dancing, reminiscing with friends, and of course the famous Hot Dog
Special –hot dog, coleslaw, fries & gravy. You won’t want to miss out!! We
are sure that the sights, sounds and even the smells will take you back to the
Y on Hargrave.

Sunday, November 17
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Brunch & Schmooze
This informal and yummy brunch will provide everyone with a great oppor-
tunity for social time, for a chance to look at old photos, check out memora-
bilia, and reminisce

Floor Hockey Tournament
Sunday, November 17
2:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.

A gathering of this kind would not be complete without a Floor Hockey
Tournament. Spanning many generations, the game of Floor Hockey has
been a constant presence as a social, recreational and engagement activity.
All alumni of the YMHA and the Rady JCC and current Rady JCC members
and friends are encouraged to participate.

Rady JCC Board Members and YMHA enthusiasts Murray Gilfix and
Tannis Mindell are the Co-Chairs of the 100th Anniversary Committee.
“Murray Gilfix and I are honoured to be the co-chairs for this amazing mile-
stone in the history of the Jewish Community of Manitoba”, commented co-
chair Tannis Mindell. There are so many of us who remember with great
fondness participating in the myriad of activities offered by the YMHA and
now the Rady JCC. Over the 100 years, members both young and old have
had a place to gather and establish lifelong friendships. 

Nostalgia Weekend Committee members involved in the planning of this
special event  and 100th year celebrations are:

Co-Chairs: Murray Gilfix & Tannis Mindell

Marvin Ben-Ari Gail Cantor Avrom Charach 
Al Chisvin Eileen Curtis Marty Greenfeld
Roz Greenfeld Gail Fine Rietta Floom
Fay-Lynn Katz Gail Katz Miriam Kohn
Debbie Hoffman Phyllis Lavemen Lisa Manning
Terry Lapp Sharon Love Carla Paul
Rory Paul Glenda Segal Bert Schaffer
Lyle Smordin

Registration for the Nostalgia Weekend is now open. Make sure to take
advantage of the Special Weekend Price of $100 for all the events.
Everyone who registers for the Nostalgia Weekend will receive a compli-
mentary Rady JCC Weekend Guest Pass to enjoy.

Join us in celebrating 100 years with $100 for 100. Building on the success
of 100 years, your donation of $100 will pay tribute and honour the long
standing history of the YMHA/Rady JCC and will help to ensure that our
legacy lives on.  

We are looking for memorabilia to display at the Nostalgia Weekend: cloth-
ing, rings, pendants, books, etc.
If you something to share please contact the Rady JCC.

Are you planning on attending? Would you like more details? Would you
like to donate $100 for 100? Or have some memorabilia for the display. If so
then please contact 100th@radyjcc.com or call 204-477-7537 

All events will take place at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster St. 
Register at www.radyjcc.com or call 204- 477-7510.

We are looking forward to seeing YMHA alumni and Staff, Y Leaders,
Campers, Saturday Clubs Participants, YMHA Board Members, Rady JCC
Members & Program Participants (current and past) Rady JCC Staff and
Professionals Working in the Jewish Community( past and present)  and
our Community Members at  this special gathering. Join us as we celebrate
one hundred years of providing programs, services and experiences to the
Jewish community and the community-at-large. All are welcome.  
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Rady JCC’s Tarbut: 
Festival of Jewish Culture 
brings you the unexpected

On Saturday November 2, Yemen Blues takes over the West
End Cultural Centre with its Afro Funk groove. Hailed by NPR
and Time Out for performing some of the most exciting world
fusion music happening today, Yemen Blues blends Yemenite
Jewish and ancient Arabic music with Afro-funk into a sound all
its own. In this special event, lyrics derived from the Hebrew text
from Tehillim (Psalms) meld with high-energy performances for
a truly transcendent experience.

In 2010, singer and composer Ravid Kahalani founded the rare
combination of top musicians in Yemen Blues. From the start,
Yemen Blues created an original sound that became a new lan-
guage in contemporary music. 

The intense musicians hail from NYC, Uruguay & Tel Aviv.
The result of this group is a powerful energy that mixes
Yemenite, West African & Jazz influences. The mambo and
North African rhythms create a joyful and deep foundation, while
the vocals remind the listener of ancient Arabic chants mixed
with funk & blues.

Performances have taken place all over the world on some of
the biggest and most well-known stages including: Womex World
Expo, Roskilde Festival Denmark, New York Central Park’s
Summer Stage, Grand Performances Los Angeles, Millennium
Park Chicago, Luminato Toronto Canada and many, many more.
They have toured extensively throughout Canada, USA &
Europe.

Featuring musicians: Ravid Kahalani - Lead Vocal & Gimbri,
Rony Iwryn – Percussion, Shanir Blumenkranz - Bass & Oud,
Nikki Glaspie – drums, Salit Lahav - Flute & Sax, Navid
Kandelousi - Violin & Kamancheh, Yoed Nir – Cello, Yonatan
Voltzok – Trombone, and Asa Kook – Trumpet, this nine-mem-
ber all- star band guarantees an audience on their feet. 

This tour features drummer Nikki Glaspie, whose career
includes playing with Chaka Kahn, Jay-Z, Kanye West, Destiny’s
Child, and Beyoncé. Glaspie started touring with Beyoncé in
2007. Her five-year stint included travel around the world. 

If you’ve experienced the excitement and magic of Yemen
Blues after selling out the Berney twice, and rocking the
Winnipeg Folk Festival, you won’t want to miss their newest
energetic project of Yemenite Jewish culture. 

To simplify your parking dilemmas, the Rady JCC is offering
return transportation to the West End Cultural Centre for $5
round trip, by advance registration. Leave your car at the Rady
JCC, and board the Tarbut bus. 

The Tarbut closing night event, Sunday November 3, is come-
dian Joel Chasnoff. A former IDF combat soldier, Joel is author
of the comedic memoir The 188th Crybaby Brigade, about his
service in the Israeli army. Says Rabbi Savenor of the Park
Avenue Synagogue in New York, “Joel literally had 1,200 peo-
ple praying… that his act wouldn’t end.” A Chicago native, Joel
has performed on stage and screen in nine countries. He has done
two Off-Broadway shows, a comedy tour of Korea and Japan,
Israeli late -night television, and more than one thousand Jewish
events in North America and Europe. This guy is…VERY
FUNNY! Aren’t you ready for a good laugh? 

Tamar Barr, Festival Director and Karla Berbrayer, Music
Producer, have put together ten days of culture that will get you
off your tush and reveling in music, films, authors – and come-
dy!

Come join the fun! But don’t wait –Tarbut Early Bird Ticket
Prices end this week.

Enjoy a 20% discount on certain events. Tickets can be pur-
chased online on at www.radyjcc.com or by calling (204) 477-
7510. 


