
We’ve received many more photos from the Jewish
Schools Reunion following our last issue. Turn to
pages 10 & 11 for more coverage of that event.

In the photo
at right are
five former
members of
the 1953-54
Rosh Pina
k i n d e r -
garten class
( l - r ) :
D e b o r a h
C h i e l ,
Arthur Cohen, Isabel (Michel) Malkin, Eileen
(Margulius) Curtis, Bert Schaffer.

In a marked increase from the num-
ber of individuals who participated in
signing pledges to the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba’s Book of
Life last year  (seven), 34 new indi-

viduals were present at the Etz Chayim Synagogue on
Wednesday, October 18 to sign pledges to the  Book of Life.
The total number of individuals who have pledged to leave a
bequest to the Jewish Foundation, since the program began
in 1998, now stands at over 800. We will have more about
the Book of Life Donor Recognition Evening in our

November
8 issue.

Guest SCHOLAR
 

Founder and Dean of  
Jewish Spiritual Leaders Institute,  

Founder and Spiritual Leader of  
Sim Shalom Synagogue Online Jewish Universalist Shul
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RABBIS INSTALLATION
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A yearbook class photo from 1953-54, with
the faces of the five above circled. Deborah,
Bert and Eileen are in the front row, Arthur
in the second row, and Isabel in the  back row. Also signing the Book of Life were (l-r):

Rosalie Lazar & Irwin Corobow; Stewart &
Ellen Leibl. 

34 new signers at Jewish Foundation’s Endowment
Book of Life Donor Recognition Evening

Ben & Phyllis Hochman were
two of the signers.

Musical entertainment during the evening
was provided by four young singers (l-r):
John Anderson, Justin Odwak, Sarah
Sommer, & Elena Howard-Scott. The
foursome read stories from previous Book
of Life donors and performed songs chosen
by those donors or their heirs.

Jewish Schools Reunion Oct. 6-9
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Community news

Shaarey Zedek Yom Tov attendance soars, most other congregations report decrease
By MYRON LOVE

Shaarey Zedek, our community’s oldest and largest congregation,
seems to be undergoing a renaissance. Not only has Shabbat atten-
dance been on the rise over the past year – as a result of the congre-

gation streamlining the service – but, according to Ian Staniloff, the con-
gregation’s executive director, this past yom tov was the best attended yom
tov service in the ten years that he has been serving as executive director.

“We were almost sold out,” he reports. “We had well over 1,000 for the
morning service (The capacity is about 1,300.) and between 500 and 600
for the afternoon service.”

(The Shaarey Zedek has been offering two services for yom tov for many
decades.)

He adds that the family service attracted between 30 and 50 kids. “We
had a number of new families for the family service,” he says. “Everyone
seemed to be enjoying the service.”

Just as the Shaarey Zedek leadership shortened the regular Shabbat ser-
vice, so too did they modify the Yom Tov services. That was one draw for
many people. To sweeten the pot, the congregation advertised 50% dis-
counts on yom tov seats for former members who had not renewed their
memberships for several years. The offer also applied to first-time atten-
dees.

New rabbis Anibal Maas and Matthew Leibl have also proven to be suc-
cessful at drawing new congregants over the past year. As well, it has been
suggested by others in the synagogue community that a number of people
may have chosen to attend services at the Shaarey Zedek to participate in
popular Senior Rabbi Allan Green’s last yom tov in Winnipeg. (Green is
stepping down next spring – after almost 30 years in Winnipeg,  when he
and his wife, Chaia, will be leaving the community.)

Staniloff reports that Rabbi Green led the Yom Kippur service while the
younger rabbis presided over the Rosh Hashonah services.

“We were very pleased how everything turned out for yom tov,” Staniloff
says. “Our biggest problem was parking. That is something we will deal
with.”

Jonathan Buchwald, the executive director of Congregation Etz Chayim,
our community’s largest north Winnipeg synagogue, reports that yom tov
services attracted about 900 this year, down just slightly from last year.

Buchwald adds that Rabbi Neal and Carol Rose were back in Winnipeg
to lead their usual “Family of Roses” yom tov services in the lower level
of Etz Chayim. That service numbered about 70.

In general, south end congregations had better attendance than their more
north end counterparts. Temple Shalom also reported an uptick in atten-
dance. The number of people at peak was slightly over 200, 133 of whom
were non-members. 

“Our rabbi (Bill Tepper) was a good draw,” says Ruthie Maman, the
Reform congregation’s office manager.

Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue High Holiday Committee Chair Dr.
Allen Kraut reports that attendance at the Orthodox shul was down slight-
ly, but that the 300-seat sanctuary was still fairly full.

Rabbi Avroham Altein, our community’s senior Lubavitch leader, notes
that the Lubavitch Centre was full to capacity. “We had a good mix of local
people and newcomers to the community,” he says. “It was a nice atmos-
phere.”

(The Lubavitch Centre does not charge membership fees.)
Barb Findley, spiritual care co-director at the Simkin Centre extended

care home, reports that the yom tov services there were also filled close to
capacity. “We had to use our two overflow rooms,” she says. “Some of our
residents had four or five family members with them at the service. We
were very pleased with the attendance.”

(Shabbat and Yom tov services at the Simkin Centre are led by Steven
Hyman.)

At Shir Tikvah, a yom tov-only congregation that holds service at the
Viscount Gort Hotel, the numbers were down somewhat. “We were packed
for the first day of yom tov,” says congregation president Sharon
Bronstone, but down a little after that.”

The five north end congregations (other than Etz Chayim) – including the
Ashkenazie, Chevra Mishnayes, and Talmud Torah/Bet Jacob all had
decreases in attendance while the Chavurat Tefilah was on par with last
year. In total, the four congregations plus Rabbi Yitschok Charytan’s ser-
vice in his home recorded less than 250 worshippers among them.

“A lot of people bought seats for yom tov but didn’t attend for whatever
reason,” says Chevra Mishnayes president Marshall Kneller.

Still farther north, Camp Massad holds one day of services for Rosh
Hashonah at the Beach Shul (which is on Camp Massad’s campsite).
Executive director Daniel Sprintz reports attendance of just over 100. 

“We expected a lower attendance this year,” he says. “A number of our
people wanted to go the Shaarey Zedek for Rabbi Green’s last yom tov.”

Jewish group says Canada’s Islamophobia 
measure inhibits free speech

(JTA) – Jewish leaders in Canada are debating a measure meant to pre-
vent intolerance aimed at Muslims and other minorities.

Earlier this month, the head of B’nai Brith Canada outlined his objec-
tions to M-103, a parliamentary motion passed earlier this year that
“condemns Islamophobia and all forms of systemic racism and religious
discrimination.” The Standing Committee on Canadian Heritage held
hearings on the measure this week.

Critics of the measure say it singles out Muslims for special treatment
because it condemns only Islamophobia by name and does not explicit-
ly mention other religious groups. Others have accused the motion of
hampering free speech.

“Every Canadian Jew, along with every decent Canadian, recoils from
the gruesome anti-Muslim crimes that we have seen in recent years,
including the deadly January 2017 attack on a mosque in Quebec City,”
B’nai Brith CEO Michael Mostyn wrote in an op-ed in the Canadian
daily the National Post. “Still, many members of our community remain
wary of M-103 and its possible implications – and justifiably so.”

Mostyn said in a statement that he would tell the Standing Committee
on Canadian Heritage that by discouraging criticism of Islam, M-103
could make it harder to combat anti-Semitism.

Hate crimes on Muslims have more than doubled in the period between
2013 and 2016, according to Statistics Canada, a national agency. In
2015, the same agency found that in a trend that goes back at least nine
years, Jews were the most targeted religious group for hate crimes.

Mostyn wrote that “many anti-Jewish incidents have been the handi-
work of Canadian Muslims, sometimes even claiming to act or speak in
the name of Islam. In the past 12 months, no fewer than four Canadian
mosques – two in Montreal, and one each in Toronto and Vancouver –
have been exposed as sites of vile anti-Jewish hatred.”

He referred to a mosque in British Columbia whose website included
a link to anti-Semitic content and a 2016 sermon at a Toronto mosque in
which the speaker spoke of the “filth of the Jews.”

Continued on page 13. See “Islamophobia”.
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Temple Shalom – 
Reaching Out Reaching Up

Submitted by TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform synagogue, is poised to
undertake its most ambitious capital campaign since first opening the
doors of its current home in south Winnipeg 30 years ago. The initial

phase of the “Reaching Out Reaching Up Campaign” includes significant
upgrades to repair and update the Temple’s building. This will enable the
synagogue to expand programs and services that benefit the wider Jewish
Community.

Temple Shalom began in a few families’ homes in 1953, with determined
friends moving the Torahs from house to house each week. Eventually, they
were able to rent Council House at Pritchard and Salter, then spent many
years at the Viscount Gort Hotel, and later at a renovated house on
McMillan Avenue. After years of hard work, the congregation established
a permanent home at the corner of Grant Avenue and Wilton in 1987. “A
place we can call our own, where people can come and say, this is ours”,
said Rabbi Eric Silver at the time.

Now, the congregation’s goal is to raise $1M from the Temple’s members
and the general community to fund essential improvements. The monies
will be used to fund much-needed infrastructure upgrades and future pro-
grams. 

Temple members are proud of the diversity of programs that they offer to
ever-increasing numbers of the general community. They are active part-
ners within the organized Jewish Community, in one instance helping to
integrate Yazidi families that have been sponsored to come to Winnipeg.
The Temple board has made its building available free of charge to the
Yazidis for organized dinners and for weekly English as an Additional
Language (EAL) classes. With additional resources raised for the Temple’s
endowment fund, they will be able to do even more for the congregation
and for the community. 

Temple Shalom believes that the long-term health of the Winnipeg
Jewish community depends in part on choice – on providing all members
of the community with ways to connect that are meaningful to them. This
is especially so with new immigration, growing numbers of Jews choosing
non-Jewish spouses, and a Jewish population spread across the city, so the
Temple is – for many members and attendees – their most important for-
mal connection to the Jewish community.

As a Reform synagogue, Temple Shalom has always been an innovator.
In September 1984, the Temple’s Rabbi Tracy Klirs was the first woman
spiritual leader of Judaism in Canada. Temple Shalom was also the first
congregation in Winnipeg to perform same-sex and interfaith marriages.
This led the synagogue to realize their need to establish a chevra kadisha,
to ensure these same couples were able to receive pre-burial rituals; at that
time, the Temple also committed to its own cemetery space, as other
Jewish cemeteries would not allow these couples to be buried together.
Temple Shalom is looking forward to new frontiers, and will strive to con-
tinue being leaders in the community, supporting Jewish families from all
backgrounds and walks of life. 

Beyond the building-related needs, the leadership of Temple Shalom is
developing a five-year strategic plan which includes expanding member-
ship in order to serve more people in the community. Presently, the Temple
members are served by Rabbi Bill Tepper from Toronto, who joins the con-
gregation on a monthly basis. As the Temple continues to grow and offers
more services to more members, the congregation will be able to hire cler-
gy and staff for more hours.

The Reaching Out Reaching Up Campaign will officially get underway
with a community kick-off on November the 5th at Temple Shalom from
2-4 PM. The public is invited to attend, at which time the Temple board and
staff will be happy to show the building and share their plans for the future.
They will provide further details about the campaign, how people in the
community can participate, as well as how participants will be recognized. 

At the kickoff the Campaign co-chairs, Robert and Miral Gabor, will
announce the amount that supporters and friends of Temple Shalom have
already committed to the Campaign, which will strengthen the synagogue
and our community for years to come.

For more information on the campaign and the community kick-off, call
Temple Shalom at 204-453-1625 or email tshalom1@gmail.com.

Reaching Out, Reaching Up 

 
 

 

Reception to follow!

 »

 » Exquisite snacks

 »

1077 Grant Avenue 
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 1Y6

RSVP by October 31, 2017

You are invited!
Sunday, November 5, 2017 – 2 to 4 pm
Temple Shalom



Around this time each year our paper has tradi-
tionally reported on figures for two things: syna-
gogue attendance during the high holidays and
enrolment at schools that have full-day Jewish
programs.

Myron Love gives his report on synagogue
attendance on page 2 of this issue, but it’s hard to
draw any clear-cut trends from what Myron

found. While attendance at the Shaarey Zedek was
up - and that might have been a one-time increase for reasons that Myron
explains, and some synagogues also matched last year’s levels of atten-
dance, it was down substantially at the smaller north end synagogues.
When I asked Myron what the approximate figure was for overall atten-
dance – he guessed that it was somewhere around 4,000 – which is much
the same as last year’s figure.

Now, there’s nothing surprising about that figure, but when you take into
account the figure that the Jewish Federation has most recently given as the
size of the Jewish population here -14,500, the proportion of the commu-
nity that attended synagogue for at least one service on the high holidays
was still less than one third. It comes as no great shock to deduce therefore,
that the vast majority of newcomers to our Jewish community aren’t inter-
ested in attending synagogue, considering that over 5,000 Jews have sup-
posedly immigrated to Winnipeg since 2001, according to the Jewish
Federation. (How many have left is a completely different story, as it’s very
hard to keep tabs on that.)

I’ve made that point before. In years past I’ve also noted that, by and
large, newcomers to our community are not only not  interested in attend-

ing synagogue, they are
also not interested in
sending their children
to the Gray Academy.
There have been blips
in enrolment; in 2010
there were 604 students
enrolled there, which is
the most it had been for
quite some time. But,
since that year there has
been a steady decline in
enrolment, to the point
where it’s now only
466. The Brock
Corydon Hebrew
Bilingual program, by
the way, has shown a
slight increase this year
- from 210 last year to
219 students in nursery
to Grade 6.

To give an even larg-
er perspective we went
back into our archives
to see how many stu-
dents were enrolled at
Gray Academy when it
first opened 20 years
ago. The answer is:
842. The next year,
however, there was a

large drop-off, no doubt due to the novelty of attending a brand new school
having worn off for many students who wanted to experience something
different, and the enrolment figure plunged to 761.

Still, there can be no denying that the Gray Academy’s enrolment is now
45% less than what it was at its peak and is 23% less than what it was just
seven years ago.

But, in defense of the Gray Academy, we’ll offer what Lori Binder, Head
of School, wrote to us when she supplied us with this year’s enrolment fig-
ure: “After graduating the largest class in our history (46 students) in 2017,
we have surpassed the board of directors’ enrollment goal (of 460 students)
for this school year.

“With 466 students enrolled in September 2017, we have the largest full-
day Junior Kindergarten program in our history (40 students with two
morning and two afternoon classes) and we welcomed 83 new students
across most grades in our school.

“This is despite having to wish 21 students and their families farewell as
they left Winnipeg to new Canadian cities and to make Aliyah to Israel.
Last year we had 10 students and their families move out of Winnipeg.

“With a retention rate of 92%, our community is clearly committed to
Jewish education and we couldn’t be more grateful.”

As I noted in my email to Lori in which I requested this year’s enrolment
figure (which we had to do several times before Lori finally sent them to
us), we have been reporting enrolment figures for years. What we do want
to note though, and again, this is something we have written about several
times in the past – is that, when it comes to integrating the children of new-
comers into the Jewish community, by far and away the most successful
tool we have on hand are the two sleep-over camps: Camp Massad and BB
Camp. Both camps have been hugely successful in achieving the goal of
attracting newcomers, especially Massad, which had record registrations
this past summer.

While Camp Massad has been able to offer scholarships to many of its
campers – as a result of funding received from various sources, I am told
that it could certainly use more help financially to be able to have even
more kids from newcomer families attend there. (By the way, even if a
camper does receive a scholarship, the family is required to pay at least
$2,000 toward camp fees at a minimum. The fact that so many newcomer
families are willing to commit to spending that amount is an indication how
much they want their kids to have a Jewish experience.)

Perhaps, based on what we’ve just reported here, there might be some
consideration given to a reallocation of resources within our community
when it comes to supporting those organizations that are proving more suc-
cessful at integrating the children of newcomer families into the Jewish
community. Or - is that touching a nerve that shouldn’t be touched?

Turning to another topic – although not an unrelated one, at the same time
that I was thinking about the continued drop-off in enrolment at the Gray
Academy, my mind turned to another sector of our community whose
needs need to be addressed better than they have, and that is the older
seniors component. (It’s not really a redundancy to talk about older seniors
because, as we all know by know, simply defining seniors as 65+ can be
totally misleading.)

I recalled that, some years back, the Simkin Centre had plans to embark
on another capital campaign to develop some of the land that it had
acquired long ago when the Simkin Centre was first opened, but which has
been sitting vacant. I wondered whether any thought had been given to
using some of that land to build an assisted living facility, so I emailed
Irwin Corobow, CEO of the Simkin Centre, asking him whether that was a
possibility.

Here is what Irwin wrote back to me, in part: “In 2001, the Directors of
the Sharon Home had the vision to acquire the property immediately to the
east of what became the Simkin Centre. The Centre borrowed monies to
purchase the land and annually, the carrying costs have been funded from
reserves held by the Simkin Centre Foundation. There has been no govern-
ment funding involved in the purchase or carrying costs (interest, property
taxes, and maintenance) of the land. The land was purchased with the
thought the Centre might expand into other areas such as alternative seniors
housing; however the Centre’s strategic plan clearly identifies the need to
focus on the provision of long term care services.

“Through its strategic planning process in 2014 the Board of Directors
determined a significant endowment and capital reserve were required to
support the Centre’s current and anticipated operational and capital needs.
It was decided that land should be sold. The WRHA approached the Centre
in 2015; however the Region concluded in March, 2017 they were not pre-
pared to proceed with a purchase.  Under the guidance of its Land
Committee, the Simkin Centre issued a Canada-wide RFP which received
much interest. A purchaser was selected and that transaction closed in early
August. The Centre has retained a small piece of adjacent land for expan-
sion.”

I responded to Irwin, asking him whether that small piece of land could
not be used to build an assisted living
facility?
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Editorial/comment

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes

2017

School enrolment at Gray Academy (top line) and Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual Program (bottom line)

(Continued on next page.)



Hi, Bernie
The controversial speech Myron Love wrote about in his artice,

“Rohingya Muslim Solidarity rally includes Israel Bashing” at the
Legislative Building can be accessed at: https://www.peacealliancewin-
nipeg.ca/2017/10/Jews-must-unite-with-others-to-combat-all-forms-of-
prejudice-and-hatred/ .However, I shall caution the reader that many will
find the speech deeply disturbing. 

For the sake of brevity I’ll refer here to the individual who gave that
speech  as “S” .

”S”’s speech made reference to the lack of Jewish presence at events
involving human rights and suggested that we, as Jews do not extend our-
selves as much as we should outside our own vested interests. Unbeknown
to “S”, there were people of Israeli citizenship and Jews at the demonstra-
tion who were invited by the feature speaker from Myanmar (Burma) and
who were directly involved in assisting him in exposing the genocide. I am
sure that their enthusiasm for supporting his cause waned when “S” blamed
the lack of Jewish representation in this city and across Canada on “the 70
year Elephant in the Room, that being the State of Israel”. Through
despicably and foolishly blaming the Jewish State and Jews in his anti-
Semitic diatribe, he blatantly attacked their religion and nationality. 

It is ironic that “S” attacks Jews for not advocating for other oppressed
groups, yet at recent demonstrations held at the Legislative Building,
specifically the Kurdish rally recognizing Turkey’s oppression of Kurds,
the Yazidi rally recognizing their recent genocide, and the Falon Gong pre-
sentations at the U of W and at U of M, “S” was not sighted. All of these
demonstrations included Israeli and Jewish presence in condemnation of
oppression.

Is he not willing to acknowledge the bridges that have evolved with the
Jewish representatives in private and government sponsorship of Yazidis
refugees? Is he prepared to recognize the important contributions by the
Jewish community in spirit and financially to the establishment of the
Human Rights Museum? Did he deliberately overlook Israel’s dispropor-
tionate humanitarian efforts as First Responders, sought out because of
their expertise in mass disaster circumstances and with a history of serving
over 140 countries, including some Muslim majority countries? Or, how
about Israel treating injured Muslim Syrians in Israeli hospitals during their
civil war? Does he fail to acknowledge the many Israeli programs which

save Muslim lives such as the “Save the Heart” and other outreach Israeli
healthcare initiatives focusing on critically ill patients coming from hostile
areas such as the Gaza Strip? 

Does “S” stand up against Muslims oppressing Muslims, which accounts
for the largest number of casualties in the world and by no means is com-
parable in number or degree to Jewish extremist violence towards
Muslims? Does he demonstrate against ISIS? If the answer is no to these
questions, his motives should be questioned and condemned. Is it not inter-
esting that he Cites a Palestinian assaulted by Jewish thugs at an AIPAC
rally but ignores the 500,000 civilians slain in Syria by a ruthless dictator-
ial regime and by Islamic fundamentalists who have justified violence in
the name of religion?

Does “S” equate First Nations displacement and cultural genocide as an
Jewish settlement in the Middle East because of a need to attack the Jewish
state? Why the psychiatric obsession with Israel? It would take experts
more knowledgeable about human behaviour than myself to effectively
answer this question. 

It is shameful that “S” takes advantage of free speech as he preaches his
anti-Zionist and anti-Semitic sentiments. Had he exercised his obsessive
criticism of any of the other predominantly Muslim countries surrounding
Israel to the same degree, which are far worse human rights violators, I
would be concerned about his safety. It is interesting that “S” repeatedly
targets Israel when no other country under similar security circumstances
has a better human rights record than Israel. You would think that “S”
would prioritize by going after the worst human rights offenders, as deter-
mined by Freedom House and other Democratic Indices. This is not the
case, as he prefers to single out Jews and the Jewish state. If we gave a sim-
ilar speech condemning Muslims and Palestinians at a Holocaust memori-
al service, we would be considered Islamophobic. Does “S” have a phobia
of Jews and Israel?

Can Israel do better? Absolutely. I am as interested in finding a path for
peace with Palestinians as anyone, but until members of the other group
are” willing to love their children more than they wish to annihilate Israel”
– to paraphrase the late Golda Meir, relinquishing the territories is most
complicated. Until there is a cessation of all hostilities and the “sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity” of Israel’s borders are recognized and preserved
and Israel’s ”right to live in peace” is secured, then UN resolution 242 can-
not be fulfilled. Unfortunately, many Palestinians and their leadership feel
the same way as “S” in that they are not willing to accept the existence of
a Jewish state. 

I have learned that those who advocate for human rights have no higher
sense of morality (although they should) than those who maintain a dis-
tance from the limelight and human rights issues. Their motives often have
a hidden agenda. What “S” did at the Rohingya rally was not only blatant-
ly harmful to the Rohingya Muslim cause, but he incited hatred towards
Jews and Israel, and to an already indoctrinated crowd standing in front of
the Legislative Building. He was used as a pawn to spew hatred and it was
perceived as politically and socially acceptable, as it was a Jew doing it.
Shame on the Islamic body which provided a forum for spreading hate.

I would suggest that “S” abandon his human rights heroism and stick to
something that he is more accomplished at - like Pickleball. However, if he
does wish to continue in his anti-Jewish, anti-Israel pursuits, he may be a
much sought-after speaker by organizations such as neo-Nazi groups,
Marxist-Leninists, and ISIS, as well as by people such as Shahina Siddiqui
(who is in the picture by “‘S”s side at the above URL’s site)
Bradley Pollock
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Comment

LETTERS

Re: Mitch Podolak profile
Hi Bernie - thank you for printing the interview about Mitch Podolak by

Kinzey Posen - enjoyed it immensely - “an old folkie”
Dora Rosenbaum 

Further to Mitch Podolak
The article about Mitch is wonderful. He really should be nominated for

the Order of Canada, as his influence and encouragement is the foundation
for much music and many musicians in Canada. My husband, Mel
Orecklin, and I were volunteers in the very early years of the Winnipeg
Folk Festival, and Mel went on to found the Frostbite Folk Music Festival,
in 1979, in Whitehorse, Yukon. Out of that festival, a mainstay of the annu-
al February party in The Yukon, Dawson City Music Festival also came
about. Mel and I, and our daughter Paula, were also volunteers in the lots-
of-fun but short-lived World Next Door Music Festival. So, thank you,
Mitch! 
Judy Herscovitch
Winnipeg

Irwin replied:  “As far as
Assisted Living, some years

ago the Board of the day at The Centre did entertain the possibility that
the additional land could potentially be used for that purpose. However it
never got beyond the idea stage. Our current Board determined that our
focus should remain in long term care.  I have to say that I did attend a
land planning session held by Federation a few years ago (David Gisser
was chairing). When the discussion about Assistive Living came up my
take away from that discussion was that if nonprofit assisted living was
to be developed for the Jewish Community ideally it should be located
close to Campus so those seniors could easily access the programs and
services offered by organizations housed there; e.g. Rady. I am not real-
ly sure what the demand would be for such housing - certainly there has
been a proliferation of for profit Assisted Living in Winnipeg.”

As we know by now, however, the land on the Asper Campus that
might have been used to build an assisted living facility was sold to pri-
vate developers, who are in the process of building a private condomini-
um project – so neither the Simkin Centre land, nor the Asper Campus
land, both of which might have been ideal locations for some sort of not-
for-profit Jewish seniors’ facility, are off the table.

There is a larger problem permeating any discussion of how resources
in our community might best be allocated, and that is the severe lack of
demographic information. Much as the Jewish Federation claims to be
able to plan for the future of our community – the fact is that much of the
planning is based on guesswork. We haven’t had a comprehensive census
in this country since 2001 – thanks to Stephen Harper’s decision to scrap
the long-form census questionnaire in the 2011 National Household
Survey. So – do we know how many Jewish school-age children there are
in Winnipeg? No. Do we know how many Jewish seniors 80+ there are?
No. Do we know how many seniors need different types of housing than
they currently have? No. In the meantime, resources are continuing to be
ploughed into facilities that were built years ago – and may no longer be
adequately meeting the needs of our rapidly changing community.

Correction: In an article in our last issue about the impending visit of
the Chief Rabbi of Poland to Winnipeg, it was incorrectly reported that
Rabbi Michel Schudrich will be speaking at the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia
Synagogue on Nov. 1. The correct date is Oct. 31. (Turn to the ad on page
3 of this issue for more information about Rabbi Schudrich’s visit.)

(Continued from previous page.)

Criticism of Israel at recent rally held at the Legislature was groundless
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Myron Love

Holocaust survivor Isaac Gottfried launching autobiography at McNally Robinson
For the past 25 years,

Isaac Gottfried has been
sharing his story of surviv-
ing the horror that was the
Holocaust with high school
students and other audi-
ences in Winnipeg,
Manitoba and across
Canada. Now, at the age of
90, in the twilight of his

life, he has put his story down on paper – in book
form – for when he and the dwindling number of
other survivors are no longer around to tell their sto-
ries.

Gottfried launched his 118-page autobiography,
“Lucky to Survive”, on Saturday, October 21 at
McNally Robinson. He reports that he  sent out 100
invitations for the launch.

“I wrote the book for my family and others to
read,” he says. “All funds from the sale of the book I
am giving to the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights.”

He started working on the book a couple of years
ago. He credits fellow Shaftesbury resident Ron
Blicq – a published author and playwright in his own
right – and granddaughter Casey Shapira (who is the
Manitoba Theatre for Young People Mainstage
School sales co-ordinator) for helping him with writ-
ing and editing.

As with so many Holocaust survivors, Isaac
Gottfried was born to a large Jewish family in pre-war Poland. (He had four
sisters and a brother.)  His first home was in Czestochowa, where about
25% of the population of about 250,000 was Jewish.

After Hitler came to power in the early 1930s, Gottfried recalls, anti-
Semitism in Poland was ratcheted up considerably, egged on in many areas
by Catholic priests. “As a result of the Depression, we moved to a village
for a couple of years for economic reasons,” he says. “Anti-Semitism was
particularly bad at Easter. The priest would come into our school and
preach that the Jews were going to Hell because we killed Jesus. My broth-
er, Bernard, and I would get beaten up a lot.”

In the mid-1930s, the family moved to Sosnowiec, also a city of about
250,000, about 10% of whom were Jewish.

Gottfried’s father was a furniture maker by profession. He was able to
place the young Isaac as an apprentice woodworker – which saved his life.
While his family was all shipped to Auschwitz, he himself was sent to
Germany as a slave labourer. He was 16 at the time.

In Germany, he worked as a slave labourer, alternately assembling bar-
racks for the concentration camps, building the famed German autobahns
and making V1 and V2 missiles. (He notes that at one point, he and (Rabbi)
Peretz Weizman were working in the same factory.)

Late in the war, he was interned in Buchenwald. He was among the 2,000
Buchenwald prisoners
who were forced to
embark on the “death
march” in January
1945, from the con-
centration camp - in
the dead of winter – to
the Swiss-German
border.

Gottfried escaped
from the dwindling
body of prisoners in
early April. He hid in
the forest. 

“I found a dugout
with German rations
and a German uni-
form,” he recalls.
“Because I was cold, I
put on the jacket. I
also ate half of the can
of stew and became
violently ill. I
weighed less than 79
lbs. I was skin and
bones. My stomach
couldn’t handle that
much food.”

After two days in
hiding, a couple of
French soldiers found

him. Because he was wearing a German
army jacket, they assumed that he was a
German soldier and were going to intern him
as a prisoner of war. He managed to con-
vince them that he wasn’t a German soldier. 

Gottfried’s recovery included five blood
transfusions. He also lost his teeth.

“After the war, I had nothing,” he recalls.
“I got a job in carpentry. I lasted just one
day. I didn’t have the strength to carry 2’ by
4’s.”

One bright spot for Gottfried was learning
that his younger brother, Bernard, had also
survived the war. “I was on a train to Bergen
Belsen with other fellows who had sur-
vived,” he recounts. “We had heard that a
number of Jewish women at Bergen Belsen
had also survived. Someone on the train rec-
ognized me and told me that he had seen
Bernard just a couple of days before in a DP
(displaced persons) camp. I made my way
there. Bernard and I passed each other in the
barracks where he was staying. We didn’t
recognize each other. I went inside and
asked for Bernard and was told that he just
walked out.”

In 1947, the brothers were brought to
Winnipeg by the Mittleman Family.
(Bernard passed away at a relatively young
age.) Mrs. Mittleman was his father’s sister.

Isaac learned English, went to university, worked for Kramer Furniture for
a few years and finished his working career as a London Life sales rep. 

When the late Hersh Zentner began the program to bring Holocaust sur-
vivors into  schools to share their experiences with high school students,
Isaac Gottfried was one of his first recruits.

“I must have spoken to over 20,000 people over the years,” he says. “I
have spoken in Victoria, Saskatoon, around Ontario and Nova Scotia.”

Isaac Gottfried (who, with his wife, Ruth, are the proud parents of four
daughters, seven grandchildren and two great-grandchildren) says that he
intends to continue speaking about the Holocaust as long as he is able to.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

ISAAC GOTTFRIED 
“I wrote the book for my family and others to
read. All funds from the sale of the book I am
giving to the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights.”

Upcoming Winnipeg Friends of Israel,
Bridges For Peace program to celebrate
centennary of the Balfour Declaration 

By MYRON LOVE
On Monday, November 27, at 7:00, Winnipeg Friends of Israel and

Bridges For Peace are inviting readers to join them at the Clarion Hotel
to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the issuance of the Balfour
Declaration. The guest speaker will be University of Manitoba Professor
Bryan Schwartz who will expound on the significance of the declaration
to the Jewish People and the founding of the State of Israel.

For those readers who may be unaware, the Balfour Declaration was a
letter written by British Foreign Secretary Arthur James Balfour – on
November 2, 1917, to Lord Walter Rothschild, a leader of the British
Jewish community, for transmission to the Zionist Federation of Great
Britain and Ireland. The Balfour Declaration promised British support in
establishing a Jewish homeland in Palestine. 

The specific wording was: “His Majesty’s Government views with
favour the establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish
people, and will use their best endeavours to facilitate the achievement of
this object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which
may prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing non-Jewish com-
munities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in
any other country.”

Just to be clear, there has been an almost continuous Jewish presence in
Jerusalem and other cities in the land for more than 3,000 years and
Jewish immigrants inspired by Zionism had been immigrating to the land
beginning in the mid-19th Century. Several wealthy Jewish philan-
thropists had purchased land from Arab landowners to establish Jewish
farming communities in the waning days of Ottoman Turk rule.

This was significant for two reasons: Britain was the world’s leading
power at the time and British forces, having recently captured Jerusalem
and the Holy Land from the Turks (who had ruled over the area for sev-
eral centuries) was in a position to back up its words with action. (Turkey
had chosen what turned out to be the losing side in World War I.)

The initial question would be: Why would the British government care
about whether or not the Jews had a state anywhere? There were several
factors. First, there was a stream of Continued on next page.
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column

Homosexuality was a taboo in Jewish tradition. Menakhem
Perry’s biography in Hebrew “The Homoerotic Dialogue
Between Brenner and Gnessin: Microbiography” tells the
untold love story between these two famous Hebrew writers,
who secretly led an unwanted love. Perry is a good biograph-
er, literary scholar, historian, and detective and manages to
prove the existence of homoerotic tendencies among Eastern
European Jewish writers. His book will help future scholars
to uncover more of such relationships. 

British pro-Israelism -
among some segments

of the British population, going back several centuries, which
postulated that the peoples of the British Isles were direct
descendants of the ten lost tribes of Israel.

Of more immediate import, there were those in the British
government who strategized that publically supporting the
Zionist movement would be of benefit in Britain’s war effort
against Germany and its allies.

And most importantly, there was the close relationship
between British Zionist leader Chaim Weizmann and Lord
Balfour. Weizmann was a Polish-born chemist who had
become a naturalized British citizen and a professor at the
University of Manchester. Balfour represented Manchester in
the House of Commons. 

Weizmann was a talented chemist who had developed many
new compounds, some of which were important to England in
the war effort - a contribution for which he was widely recog-
nized in governing circles. He was also an effective lobbyist
for the Zionist cause.

Now, while the Balfour Declaration was, in itself, an impor-
tant milestone in the creation of Israel, it would be wrong to
assume that Britain handed the Jews of Palestine their own
country on a silver platter. In fact, the post-World War I
British administration in Palestine and in England itself sub-
sequently became a major obstacles to the establishment of a
Jewish state in the area. The Palestinian Jews had to fight both
the British and the Arabs for their independence.

The first blow came even before the British were recognized
by the new League of Nations as the overlords of Palestine.
As early as 1916, the British signed a secret agreement with
their French allies to divide the Middle East between them.
That left the British in a bit of a bind as they had promised
their Arab allies – the Hashemite Family in Saudi Arabia, the
kingdom of Syria which was – as a result of the Sykes-Picot
agreement, under French rule. The British solution was to lop
off two-thirds of the presumptive Jewish homeland and create
the Arab Kingdom of TransJordan.

The further problem is that, while members of the post-war
British government may have been sympathetic to the idea of
a Jewish homeland in Palestine, many of the members of the
British administration on the ground were not – and neither
were the local Arabs.

Spurred on by their leader Haj Amin Al Husseini, the
Palestinian Arabs launched attacks on local Jews and the
British, culminating in a large-scale rebellion in the 1930s.
The British response was to significantly decrease the number
of Jews they would allow into Palestine. Ironically, the sup-
posed Jewish homeland – under British rule – was virtually
closed to Jews fleeing the Holocaust before and after the war.

And, while British forces rarely intervened to stop Arab
attacks on Jewish communities, they worked hard to disarm
the Jews. Although the Jewish Palestinians allied with the
British during the war in the face of a common enemy, after
the war the British returned to their policy of restricting
Jewish immigration to Palestine (to the point where they
interned Holocaust survivors trying to come to Israel in deten-
tion camps in British-ruled Cyprus) and returned to trying to
disarm Jewish militias while standing by when Arabs attacked
Jews.

And, in the United Nations vote for partition, the British
government abstained.

Still, despite the British shoddy record of support for the
Jewish state that the wartime government had promised in
1917, the Balfour Declaration was the initial spark that the
existing Jewish population of Palestine needed to begin to
build their own nation state and the Balfour Declaration is
well worth celebrating.

I look forward to an outstanding turnout on the 27th.

Continued from previous page.



By BERNIE BELLAN

We were contacted recently
by a publicist for a new
film titled “Lucky”, that’s

about to open in Winnipeg.  I had
recently read a story about that
movie; it was the last film made
with the great Harry Dean Stanton
in the starring role. That name may
not ring an immediate bell but, if
you see the film you’re bound to
recognize his face. Stanton had so
many memorable parts over the
years, but almost always as a sup-
porting actor. This movie fully
demonstrates his considerable act-
ing virtuosity for the entire length
of the film, since he’s in practically
every scene. By the way, from what
I was able to read online so far, “Lucky” has been receiving terrific
reviews.

But, we do receive many requests from publicists – about books, movies,
TV shows, just about anything that might benefit from some publicity –
even in a small ethnic paper. This time though, when I got a call from
someone named Tamar Gibbert (who, I deduced immediately, is also a
Member of the Tribe), when she told me that there’s a film about to open
in Winnipeg that was produced by someone who grew up here and whose
name was Richard Kahan, I was immediately intrigued.

I asked Tamar to send me some biographical data on Richard – and, if
possible, a link to a screener of the film. (That’s one of the perks of being
in the newspaper business; I am often able to view films before they’re
available to the general public.)

In the meantime, I began a search of our own archives to see whether we
ever had any mentions of Richard Kahan. Lo and behold, we had two sto-
ries about him. The first, written by Myron Love in 2000, told about the
then 20-year-old Richard having been cast in a new TV series called
“Edgemont”, which was being filmed in Vancouver.

The story also mentioned that Richard was the son of Martin and Linda
Kahan, had attended Centennial School’s Hebrew Bilingual program, and
had graduated from Garden City Collegiate.  He had received training at
both the Manitoba Theatre for Young People and Prairie Theatre Exchange
School. Before he was 18, Richard had already performed at PTE and the
Fringe Festival, had done a TV commercial for Manitoba Public Insurance,
and had been in two movies shot here.

Myron’s article went on to note that Richard had been planning to go to
Toronto, where he had been accepted into York University’s acting pro-
gram, but before going there he went to Vancouver to audition for an act-
ing school in that city. As things turned out, Richard did end up moving to
Vancouver – and his acting career began to take off.

Six years later, we had another story about Richard who, by that time, had
appeared in a wide range of movies and TV shows.  That story told about
Richard’s most recent starring role – in a science fiction TV series called
“The 4400” (which was on for five years).

When I Googled his name I discovered that  Richard Kahan has enjoyed
a very busy career indeed. Not only has he been regularly employed as an
actor in both TV and movies, he has also done some screenwriting for such
series as “Outlander” (my wife’s favourite series.)

I spoke with Richard on October 22nd to try and catch up with where his
career had taken him since we last wrote about him in this paper. He report-
ed that he had moved to Los Angeles from Vancouver eight and a half years
ago and that his career had transitioned from working primarily as an actor
to the writing and producing side of TV and film production.

It was Richard’s having worked with a well-known screenwriter and pro-
ducer by the name of Ira Steven Behr during the filming of the aforemen-
tioned “The 4400” that proved to be pivotal in his decision to move into
different areas of film and TV production, he said.

“I always had a passion for screenwriting,” Richard explained, “some-
thing I always did on the side but didn’t give my full attention while I was
working as an actor. And I had an interest in the business side of things as
well.” But Ira Behr “took me under his wing” when he moved to LA and
has proved to be of invaluable assistance in moving into the production
side of things, Richard added.

“Many of the people I’ve met along the way, people whose careers I real-
ly admire, have followed a similar career path,” he noted – moving from
performing to working behind the scenes as writers, directors, and produc-
ers.

In fact, having worked as a writer’s assistant, Richard was tasked with the
responsibility of being the lead writer on an episode in Season Two of
“Outlander”, in 2016 – titled “Untimely Resurrection”.

As for working as a producer on “Lucky”, Richard noted that a produc-
er’s job “is to do whatever needs to be done”. In his case, he explained, he

was heavily involved in casting, some-
thing with which he had become quite
familiar over the years when he was an
actor.

Richard told me that he has several
other projects underway. He recently
wrapped production on “The
Elevator”, a series for which he served
as both a writer and producer. As well,
he is producing a feature film titled
“Sidecar”, is adapting a book titled
“Thirty Days with My Father”, and
has been hired to write and produce
“Lifeline”, another feature film. 

Richard’s last onscreen appearance
in either TV or movies was on an
episode of “Grey’s Anatomy” in 2013.
And, while he says “never say never”,
he’s focusing solely on the writing and
producing side going forward.

Okay, that’s enough about Richard
Kahan. What about the movie,

“Lucky”? It’s one of those small budget films that is a study in character
instead of being filled with pyrotechnics, which it seems most movies that
make it to theatres are nowadays. In fact, the best screenplays these days
usually seem to be written for the small screen, so it’s always a surprise
when a feature movie comes out that’s intended to be seen by a more
mature audience.

The movie tells the story of a quirky old man, played by the brilliant
Harry Dean Stanton, who goes by the name “Lucky”. There have been
other recent films starring actors who are in their dotage, such as Clint
Eastwood and Bruce Dern, who both are great at playing wizened and bit-
ter old men, and Harry Dean Stanton’s performance is equally marvelous.
(In fact, Stanton died just recently at the age of 91. “Lucky” was his last
on-screen performance.)

Although he seems to lead a fairly boring life, marked by following the
same routine every day, Lucky turns out to be quite the philosopher, engag-
ing in some deep discussions about life and existence with a cast of char-
acters that includes some very well-known names. It’s great fun identifying
faces that we haven’t seen appear in front of a camera for quite some time,
including David Lynch, Ed Begley Jr., Tom Skerrrit – and my favourite,
James Darren. (I wonder how many people will remember James Darren. I
had a hard time placing him because he looked so young in this movie, but
I just knew I had seen him in a long-ago TV series. Then it hit me: “Time
Tunnel” – one of my favourite shows from the 60s! On top of that, he was
a heartthrob singer whose picture adorned many teenaged girls’ walls in the
1960s.)   

As Lucky moves along from one favourite haunt to another and engages
with a series of wonderfully drawn characters, we come to respect his pen-
etrating insights. At one point, when a bothersome lawyer is trying to
engage him in conversation, Lucky says to him: “The one thing worse than
an awkward silence is small talk.” (I might not have got that quite right, but
you get the point.)

There is also one fabulous scene where Lucky has been invited to a
Mexican fiesta by the owner of the grocery where he buys his milk and cig-
arettes. (He seems to live only on milk, coffee, and cigarettes. When his
doctor tells him he really ought to quit smoking, they have an amusing
exchange about giving advice to a 90-year-old.) Suddenly, in the middle of
the fiesta Lucky stands up and starts to sing beautifully in Spanish. It comes
as such a surprise – and Harry Dean Stanton turns out to have a very nice
voice – for a 90-year-old, that it’s bound to touch the heart of anyone
watching him.

“Lucky” is a wonderful film. Sure, it’s a bit slow in its pacing  – but
deliberately so. It delves into some universal themes, especially the mean-
ing of death. When I talked with Richard Kahan about what I thought
would most resonate with audiences, he said to me, with a nod to the usual
audience of this paper,  “this is a film that has really spoken to people
across various religions. It’s not a religious film in terms of pushing one
specific message,” he suggested, “but the belief, the connection, the search
for spirituality, and life’s big answers - I think that’s been resonating with
audiences, and it’s another reason we’re so proud of the film.”

According to Richard also, this film was written specifically with Harry
Dean Stanton in mind. It’s hard to think of a more perfect way for an actor
to end his career with a film that is so personal -  so thought provoking, yet
also so entertaining - a true masterpiece. 

As a final note, Richard Kahan emailed me after I had finished the first
draft of this article to say that Harry Dean Stanton has just been nominat-
ed for best actor at the 2017 Gotham Awards, which are the first film major
awards leading up to the Academy Awards

“Lucky” is scheduled to open at the Towne Cinema 8 on Friday, October
27. Check listings for showtimes.
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Producer of new film about to open here October 27 has Winnipeg roots

RICHARD KAHAN
was in Hebrew Bilingual 

program at Centennial School
in the 1980s

Movie poster for “Lucky” -
produced by Richard Kahan
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Looking back
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Marjorie and Morley Blankstein
outstanding community leaders

By MYRON LOVE
In this sixth in a series

highlighting the contribu-
tions of outstanding mem-
bers of our Jewish commu-
nity, Marjorie and the late
Morley Blankstein set the
standard for community
leadership.

Morley, who passed away
just two years ago, followed
in his father’s footsteps.
Max Blankstein was
Western Canada’s, and pos-
sibly Canada’s, first Jewish
architect, and Morley
became a successful architect in his own right. He studied with some of
the leading architects of his time and, as a partner in Green Blankstein
Russell and later, founder of Number Ten Architectural Group, he and his
firm won contracts all over the world and earned many awards. 

Morley Blankstein became a Fellow of the Royal Architectural Institute
of Canada in 1966 and was elected to the Royal Canadian Academy of
Arts in 1975. He was named an  Honorary Fellow of the Technion - Israel
Institute of Technology, in 1981.

Like his father, he was actively involved in many Jewish and Zionist
organizations. He served as president of the Manitoba Theatre Centre,
president of the YMHA Jewish Community Centre, president of the
Glendale Golf and Country Club, vice president of the Royal Canadian
Academy of Arts, vice president of the Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council, and vice president of the Age and Opportunity Centre Inc.
Living Arrangements Committee. Morley also served on the board of the
Canadian Design Council,  and was a Member of Council for the
Community Planning Association of Canada. In 1966, Morley was
appointed Honorary Aide-de-Camp (Civil) to His Honour, Richard S.
Bowles, Lieutenant Governor of Manitoba.

Morley also served on the Board of Governors of the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, the Rose and Max Rady Jewish Community
Centre, Technion - Israel Institute of Technology, and the Sharon Home.

Marjorie’s role model was her mother, Rose Rady, one of the founders
of the Hadassah-Wizo Organization in Eastern Canada, who was elected
its first Western vice-president. Rose was also active in the National
Council of Jewish Women of Canada. She was president of the Winnipeg
Section in 1939 and served as a national vice president of NCJW of
Canada.

Rose Rady served numerous other Jewish organizations, including
terms as the chair of the Board of Governors for Maimondes College,
president of the Women’s Committee of the Jewish Welfare Fund, chair
of the Women’s Division for State of Israel Bonds, chair of Youth Aliyah,
membership chair and vice president of the Winnipeg chapter of the
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University as well as honorary vice
president of the Winnipeg chapter and a member of the National Board.

She was also involved with the Women’s Canadian Club, Royal
Winnipeg Ballet, Women’s Committee of the Winnipeg Symphony
Orchestra, Save the Children’s Fund, Family Planning Association of
Manitoba, and numerous other organizations.

Marjorie early on also joined National Council. She subsequently served
as president of the Winnipeg branch and served on the national board.

Her greatest impact though was in her leadership role in our Jewish
community. She was the first woman to serve as president of the
Winnipeg Jewish Community  Council  and was a member of the plan-
ning committee that led to the development of the Asper Jewish
Community Campus. 

Locally, she also served as president of both the Jewish Child and
Family Service and Age and Opportunity, and was on the board of the
United Way and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. She was also the
honorary secretary for the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. 

Nationally, she served as Canadian Jewish Congress national secretary.
Where Israel was concerned, the accomplished couple supported the

Canadian Friends of the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev and were
among the founders of the Winnipeg chapter of the Canadian Technion
Society. And, their contributions to Gan Yavne, Winnipeg’s sister city in
Israel, resulted in that community naming a street after Morley. 

Marjorie’s leadership in the community has been recognized in awards,
including: the Order of Canada, the Order of Manitoba, a YWCA Woman
of the Year Award, and an honorary Doctorate in Law from the University
of Manitoba.

Marjorie and Morley Blankstein’s record of leadership is one that few
others can match.

Marjorie and the late Morley
Blankstein set the standard for com-
munity leadership.
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Jewish Schools Reunion brings together hundreds of former
students from various Winnipeg Jewish schools

By BERNIE BELLAN

What began as a bit of a lark – three old
buddies in the summer of 2016 starting
up a Facebook group for former stu-

dents from Winnipeg Jewish schools from the
1950s and 60s, turned into a terrific four-day
event over the Thanksgiving weekend.

Some 240 individuals attended one or another
of the many events that were part of what was
the Jewish Schools Reunion. Originally the idea
of Avrum Rosner, who lives in Montreal, Zev
Cohen in Israel, and Cyril Kesten, in Regina,
soon to be joined by Winnipeggers Bert Shaeffer
and Eileen Margulius Curtis, the Facebook
group began to attract increasing numbers of
members as word of its existence spread.

It wasn’t long before the idea of holding an
actual reunion began to take hold. Various dates
were bandied about until the weekend of
October 6-9 was settled upon. Granted, there
was a conflict with Sukkot and Shabbat, but in
the end the organizers decided to go ahead with those dates.

We had written about the reunion several times in this paper – as well as
posting those stories to our website and, together with reports in other
media, especially Facebook, word spread to the point that there are now
over 700 members of the Facebook group for former Jewish students from
the 50s and 60s.

To a certain extent there was some skepticism that a reunion of students
from different schools would hold the same attraction for students of the
Peretz School as it would for former Talmud Torah and Joseph Wolinsky
students. The organizers though, made concerted efforts to bring everyone
into the fold and, by the time the actual reunion began on Friday, October
6, there was solid representation from every Jewish school that had been in
existence during the 50s and 60s, including not only the large day schools

in the north end, but also Ramah Hebrew
School, Herzlia Academy, Shaarey Zedek
evening school, and Rosh Pina kindergarten and
evening school.

As well as students, teachers were also invited
to attend – and, as mentioned in our last issue,
one of the great highlights of the Friday evening
Shabbat dinner was seeing former teacher
Henny Paritzky attend – and light the Shabbat
candles.

As well as enjoying dinner at the venue that
served as the home base for the reunion – the
Holiday Inn Airport West, attendees were treated
to a collection of Hebrew and Yiddish songs per-
formed by the North End Jewish People’s Choir.
Also, following the dinner several former stu-
dents gathered on stage to lead audience mem-
bers in some favourite old Hebrew and Yiddish
songs that used to be regularly sung in Jewish
schools in the 50s and 60s.

The next morning participants gathered for
brunch in the hotel. On the program that morning were two presentations:
one by Prof. Dan Stone on the history of the Winnipeg Jewish community,
and the other by this writer on the history of Jewish newspapers in
Winnipeg. (I tried to keep my presentation light – referring for instance to
the Yiddish radio program hosted by the late Noah Witman, and reminding
everyone there how much that was a part of our parents’ and grandparents’
lives during the 50s and 60s.)

At one point I asked for a show of hands to see how many of those in
attendance were from out of town. I think everyone was quite surprised
when more than half of those who were there put up their hands. I’m sure
I wasn’t the only one wondering why, if so many people had made the
effort to travel to Winnipeg for an event like this, so many others who still
live in Winnipeg didn’t bother to attend? No doubt some of those
Winnipeggers will be kicking themselves once they realize what a once-in-
a-lifetime event they missed.

Also during the Saturday morning program were musical performances
by two different groups: the adorable children’s choir from the Etz Chayim
Synagogue know as “Yonah”, under the direction of the effervescent Lena
Stretslov; and the duo of Danny Koulack on bass and Myron Schultz on
clarinet performing klezmer tunes. (And no, Myron, I won’t post a video of
you performing, as per your request, in case you might have hit a bad note.)

The next morning reunion attendees met in the Multipurpose room of the
Asper Campus for brunch and to hear a presentation by Gray Academy
Head of School Lori Binder. Then, at noon, about 120 of the reunion atten-
dees boarded three different buses for a tour of Winnipeg landmarks that
had some resonance for anyone who grew up in Winnipeg in the 50s and
60s. There were stops at three different buildings that once housed Jewish
schools: the Adas Yeshurun-Herzlia synagogue, which once housed the
Herzlia Academy (and later Ohr Hatorah Day School); the former Peretz
School on Aikins; and finally, the former Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate
/Talmud Torah on Matheson.

Later, Sunday evening a “sock hop” was held at the Holiday Inn.
(Unfortunately, we weren’t able to attend; we were at a wedding that
evening. Apparently it was a big weekend for weekends – and at least one
bat mitzvah that we heard about.)

The final day of the reunion, Monday, October 9, saw one more brunch
at the Holiday Inn – and a chance for reunion attendees to tell stories and
say their good byes. One by one, a long line of individuals approached the
microphones on the floor - to congratulate the organizers – and say what a
great time they had. 

Then, toward the end of the program, one individual by the name of Jerry
Katz (who now lives in Edmonton) got up and told two absolutely hilari-
ous stories: one about an experience he had when he sang off key one
Shabbes morning in the Talmud Torah synagogue when Cantor
Brownstone was conducting the choir; and another about Zev Cohen and a
mishap he had on his flight to Winnipeg from Israel. (It turns out the story
about Zev wasn’t true, but it sure was a great story!)

I approached Jerry after the program was over and told him that his story
about Brownstone was absolutely priceless. Could he tell the story again, I
wondered, this time so that I could record it on my iPhone?

Lucky for me – and for the more than 1500 people who have now viewed
the clip of Jerry telling that story on Facebook, he told the story again –
complete with gestures and mimicking of the voices of various well-known
individuals. If you haven’t seen that clip yet, just go to “The Jewish Post
and News” Facebook page. (I also shared the video on the 1950s and 60s
Jewish students reunion Facebook page.) If you don’t have access to a
computer, find someone who does. And – even if you don’t have a clue who
it is that Jerry is talking about – it’s the kind of story that most everyone  is
bound to find absolutely hilarious. 
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Lori Binder, Head of School at the Gray
Academy, addressing former Jewish School
students on Sunday, October 8, in the
Multipurpose Room of the Asper Campus
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GAYLE CHARACH (back to cam-
era) greeting former classmate

CATHY MOSER

JUDY LUDWIG finally said “yes” to a 
second dance - with reunion co-organizer

AVRUM ROSNER -  56 years later.

former Talmud Torah classmates (l-r):
KAREN DANA, ALECS CHOCHINOV, and
SHIRLEE WEISS. (Shirlee is now a mink
farmer in Newfoundland, by the way.)

Two daughters of former rabbis at the Rosh
Pina: RENALEE (SHNAIERSON) PFLUG
& DEBORAH CHIEL (right)

on the bus tour of former Jewish schools

YONAH children’s choir from Etz Chayim
Congregation performing Saturday, Oct. 7,
under direction of LENA STRETSLOV (left)

reunion co-organizer 
ZEV COHEN 

HYMIE FOX (left) and
MARTIN BILLINKOFF

By 1953-63 Peretz School alumna
FRIEDA SZTERNFELD SMITH

(former student & teacher)
One hundred years
of Jewish education
of Torah & wisdom
of friendship & learning
One hundred years
of laughter & tears
of teachers so dear
of teachers so challenging
of students? - the same of holidays,
history, gym times and music
choir practice, more - Jewish pride,
Hebrew classes 

going for a sleigh ride
track days and fun
Yiddish classes, home ec
sleigh rides, track days, 
concerts, recess
lessons learned, shared 
balance beams, volley ball
principals, fire drills
preparation, exams & French
Parlez vous? Vos Machst du?
Aifoh ha-eeparohn?
Dreamers, drifters
academics, teachers, lawyers
doctors, dentists, politicians
nurses, teachers,

engineers, architects
and almost all dreams
realized through the years.
Muter forein
parent guilds
kids lives fulfilled!
lunchrooms, babble
monkey bars
after school classes
winter walking under stars!
picnics Yom Haatsmaut
Remembrances of Israel’s glory
100 years young
100 years old
100 years - a moment

still the history will unfold
Let’s here it for the brainchild
of Jewish education in Winnipeg
Yiddish, Hebrew,
secular, religious
full of “schoireh”
the fabric
of our people
to study, learn & share
Remember to live it,
uncover what’s still there -
To the next 100 & more!

A Poem in Celebration of One Hundred Years of Jewish Education in Winnipeg

More photos from the Jewish Schools Reunion

at the sock hop Sunday evening
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Rady JCC and TD Bank present Tarbut 2017: 
A Trip Around the World with Jewish Culture

November 17-26, 2017
Opening this year’s Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture on Saturday

November 18 is the amazing AvevA, singing her brand of Ethiopian
Israeli Soul. The music of AvevA brings an African groove shone
through the lens of the fresh urban beat of Tel Aviv. Singing in English,
Amharic and Hebrew combined with traditional Ethiopian sounds,
AvevA’s music deals with society, love and freedom. Colouring her
music is her unique life story as a child to Jewish parents who suffered
from persecution and struggled to come from Ethiopia to Israel.
Discovered on the Israeli version of The Voice, AvevA has toured Israel
with Idan Raichel. Her band has appeared at festivals across Israel,
Europe, and the United States. The five-piece band’s kicking beat and
AvevA’s beautiful voice and charisma create an uplifting performance
that leaves no one unmoved. 

In addition to her concert in the Berney Theatre, AvevA will be leading
a family Musical Shabbat Dinner on Friday November 17. AvevA is a
Tarbut 2017 Artist in Residence.  On Monday November 20, AvevA will
be leading school workshops for a variety of schools throughout the day,
telling the story of her family’s escape from Ethiopia through music.

On Thursday, November 23, Tarbut will present its second musical
offering, In Celebration of Leonard Bernstein. Leonard Bernstein at
100 is a two-year global celebration of the life and career of the 20th cen-
tury cultural giant.  With more than 1,000 events on six continents, the
celebration was launched at The John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts on September 22, 2017 and continues worldwide
through the end of August, 2019. Led by saxophonist Jon Gordon, and
featuring Derrick Gardner, trumpet, Kyle Zavitz, piano, Julian
Bradford, bass, Ethan Ardelli, drums, Miona Milovanovic, violin,
Bery Filsaime, cello, Erin Propp, Aaron Hutton, and Julie Lumsden
on vocals, Winnipeg’s contribution to the world-wide celebration fea-
tures a band of Winnipeg all- stars. Expect to hear excerpts from West
Side Story, On the Waterfront, New York, New York, as well as other well-
known Bernstein favourites.“ This will be our reply to violence: to make
music more intensely, more beautifully, more devotedly than ever
before.” (Leonard Bernstein) 

The Tarbut closing night event will include an Argentinian –themed
celebration. The renowned Lerner Moguilevsky Duo performs at the
West End Cultural Centre on Saturday November 25.

Direct from Buenos Aires, these multi-instrumentalists are “a pleasure to
hear, simply because the music is so good” (Ari Davidow). With a sound
described as Argentinian Jewish Roots Music, Cesar Lerner, (piano,
accordion, percussion), and Marcel Moguilevsky (vocals, clarinet, sax,
wooden flutes, harmonica), combine elements of Klezmer with
Argentinian folk music, jazz, tango, and other world music influences.
After three decades of performing together, their musical connection is evi-
dent in every note and gesture, resulting in exceptionally dynamic and
exciting live performances. Born to Russian and Polish grandparents who
immigrated to Argentina at the turn of the century, the dynamic duo has
developed their own improvisational musical language. The Lerner
Moguilevsky Duo has performed all over the world and released a number
of acclaimed recordings. Your ticket to the Lerner Moguilevsky Duo
includes a post-performance reception with an Argentinian flare. Leave
your car at the Rady JCC and board the L & M bus to the West End
Cultural Centre.  For only $5 round trip, the parking will be handled by the
Rady JCC.  Take advantage of all three musical happenings with the Music
Lovers’ Package – a great deal allowing for one ticket to all three events. 

Tarbut is also pleased to feature the following authors:
November 19

• Children’s author Laura Gehl; Koala Challa, in partnership with PJ
Library 

• Méira Cook in Conversation with Charlene Diehl; Once More with
Feeling

• Abigail Pogrebin; My Jewish Year: 18 Holidays, One Wondering Jew
November 20

• Cookbook Author Joan Nathan; King Solomona’s Table: A
Culinary Exploration of Jewish Cooking from Around the World
November 26

• Ezra Glinter; Have I Got A Story For You: More Than A Century of
Fiction From The Forward

Plus Best of the Film Fest movies Ben Gurion: Epilouge and On the
Map will be screened on November 22.

Adding a donation of $100 to your ticket order will get you reserved
seating at all events and full tax receipt.

For tickets contact the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or
www.radyjcc.com



First she was a student herself - now she teaches Zumba at the Rady JCC
A couple of weeks back, when

Marina Groisman, a causal Zumba
instructor at the Rady JCC, informed a
class I was in one day that she was fill-
ing in for the regular instructor I
thought: “Oh no - I want a good work-
out today!”

I guess I was a little premature in
thinking that. The class was delightful
and, after it was over, I wanted to know

more about the instructor, so I approached Marina and asked her
to tell me something about herself. 

Marina told me she was born in Moldova. (An independent
country now, when Marina was born, Moldova was part of the
former Soviet Union.) In 1978, when Marina was 12, she immi-
grated to Israel with her family. She was a sergeant in the Israel
Defence Forces, she said, and later attended university, from
which she graduated with a degree in engineering. Post gradua-
tion her field was computers and logistics and she worked as a
software instructor. 

Marina had always had a dream to be a dancer though, she told
me, but she noted that there were many obstacles to her achiev-
ing that goal in Israel. On top of the hard life there, she added
that she struggled with weight issues, physical health problems, and
depression.

Over eight years ago Marina and her husband Boris decided to consider
moving to Winnipeg. Like other newcomers who have moved here, they
first came on an exploratory visit. 

In an email I asked Marina to describe that initial visit to Winnipeg. She wrote:
“It was very intensive week full of meetings , new places , new people …” 

“We find our friends here and they hosted us for this week . They gave as
a lot of information about Winnipeg’s life.”

Marina noted that she and her husband were helped immensely by Dalia
Szpiro of the Jewish Federation, who greeted her and Boris warmly when
they were here on their visit and helped them subsequent to that visit. 

It did take three years until the Groismans, along with their three children
- Shani (12), Tali (9), and Garry (7), were able to immigrate to Canada, but
she says now that wait was worth every minute.

It was a challenge making new friends and learning English, Marina

admitted. It wasn’t easy finding work in their
specific skill areas, but eventually Boris
gained employment as an “informatics devel-
oper” with an integration solution firm.
Currently he is working on a project for
Manitoba Public Insurance, she noted. As
well, all three of her children have either gone
through Brock Corydon School or are current-
ly enrolled there. (Shani is now at Grant Park,
Marina explained.)

Marina said that she began attending classes
at the Rady JCC and was on a mission to lose
weight in order to make her dream as a dancer
come true. From her first class with Sharon
Delbridge, she said she fell in love with
Latino dance. Marina explained that Sharon
would push her to the front of the class, which
helped her gain confidence. She added: “I was
inspired by this incredible woman.”

As for what she is doing today, Marina said
that she is a weight loss coach and Zumba
instructor and enjoys her newfound healthy
life style. In her email to me, she wrote that

“As a nutrition coach”, she engages in private consultations , developing
“kids guides exercises programs and meal plans.”

Marina added that she has “clients all over the world and” does “consul-
tations by Skype” and other “apps”. 

“Most of my clients in Israel” have been “inspired by my own experience
and success story,” she noted.

Marina told me she enjoys sharing the positive energy that the Rady JCC
classes have to offer and said that the emotional exchange between her and
class participants is an incredible feeling. 

When I took her class I found that she was highly motivated and offered
a wonderful stress-free hour of dance and positive energy. 

Note to participants: It’s very important to participate in well-rounded
workouts, such as weight training, stretch classes, and Yoga - just to name
a few. The Rady JCC offers a wonderful diverse range of classes. 

THE FITNESS MAVEN

By

MEACHELLE BELLAN
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Profile

Marina Groisman - came to
Winnipeg from Israel with hus-
band Boris and three children

Mostyn said that last month, Quebec
prosecutors decided not to charge a
Montreal imam, Sayed al-Ghitawi,
who called on God to “destroy the

accursed Jews,” to “kill them one by one” and “not to leave any one of
them alive.”

“Imagine the outrage if a priest or pastor were caught on video making
similar comments about Muslims at a Canadian church,” he wrote.

“Unfortunately, M-103 risks exacerbating the already lackadaisical pub-
lic attitude toward these anti-Semitic outrages.”

Bernie Farber, former CEO of the Canadian Jewish Congress, expressed
his support for the motion.

“As Canadian Jews we understand the need for memory,” he wrote in an
op-ed in the daily Star. “With the legacy of Jewish suffering, it has become
an article of faith to commemorate persecution. What we’re seeing here,
sadly, is that when it comes to oppression of Canadian Muslims, there are
too many attempts by too many Canadians to forget. M-103 is an attempt
to resist this collective amnesia.”

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs, or CIJA, in testimony
Wednesday before the House of Commons Standing Committee on
Canadian Heritage urged lawmakers to adopt precise language.

“We also believe it is crucial to achieve a reasonable consensus on key
terms, including Islamophobia,” Shimon Koffler Fogel, CEO of CIJA,
said in a statement. “One cannot effectively fight bigotry and hatred with-
out precise definitions. We urge the committee to ensure that any defini-
tion provides maximal protection for Muslims from hate, without restrict-
ing legitimate discourse on political ideologies and activities.”

On Wednesday,  Oct. 18, Quebec legislators passed a religious neutrali-
ty bill that requires citizens to uncover their faces while giving and receiv-
ing state services, including riding public buses. The bill does not specif-
ically identify articles of clothing, but appears to be targeting the Muslim
burka and niqab.

Mira Sucharov, associate professor of political science at Carleton
University in Ottawa, described the measure as “a legislated expression of
Islamophobia.”

Canadian lawmakers are “threatening the delicate balance between reli-
gion and state in Canada while furthering Islamophobia through what is,
effectively, a wide-ranging ban on the niqab and burqa,” she wrote in the
Israeli newspaper Haaretz.

Islamophobia
(Continued from page 2.)
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Feature story

Aaron & Jason Bernstein bringing new ideas to south-end landmark
By BERNIE BELLAN

Bernstein’s Deli has been a south end landmark since 1985. With
founding owner Marla Bernstein running things by herself for years,
Bernstein’s had become a very popular daytime restaurant and gro-

cery, but it was when oldest son Aaron rejoined the enterprise in 2012 that
Bernstein’s took a whole new leap forward.

It was under Aaron’s supervision that the decision was made to have
Bernstein’s open late every night of the week – except Sunday – till 8
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and till 10 Thursday, Friday, Saturday.

At the time that Aaron, who is now 35, made the decision to come back
to the family business – and to leave what was a relatively good position as
an engineer with local aerospace firm Emnteq, Bernstein’s had already
been a popular south end destination for years. But Aaron’s managerial
expertise led to major improvements in efficiencies at Bernstein’s – from
the streamlined check-out system, to faster delivery of food to tables (“Still
lots of room for improvement”,  he adds, but drastically better than it had
been).

Just recently, middle brother Jason, who is 32, also made the decision to
rejoin the family business, moving back to Winnipeg from Toronto, where
he had been working in institutional asset management.

Recently, I sat down with both brothers and asked them what it was like
to have switched gears so completely – and somewhat unexpectedly, to
rejoin a business in which they had grown up, along with their younger
brother Steven, who is 29. (Steven is not involved in the business)

I asked them whether they both grew up immersed in cooking culture,
what with Bernstein’s having been around for so long. 

“We grew up around it,” Jason answered. “All three of us worked here
after school and on weekends, including  Steven (who is now working as a
CPA).”

It turns out that both Aaron and Jason had strong connections to Montreal
– Aaron having earned his engineering degree there before moving back to
Winnipeg, and Jason having worked as a jazz pianist and music teacher there. 

Following high school Jason went to Brandon University, where he com-
pleted a degree in music. Upon graduation, he moved to Montreal and
would likely have remained a musician except for an issue that developed,
when he started to experience chronic tendonitis in both arms.

“I had to keep taking long breaks from playing,” Jason explained. “That

business is risky enough when you’re perfectly healthy”.  In 2012, he
moved to Toronto and made a complete career switch, becoming a
Chartered Financial Analyst.

“It’s a four-year program,” he said. “One of the benefits is you can work
while you’re doing it.”

“I got an internship job as a research consultant for a hedge fund consul-
tant fund in Toronto”, Jason noted. From there he was “hired by another
hedge fund to do their compliance, marketing, business development - a lot
of statistical analysis,” he added.

It was a “small hedge fund,” Jason said – just “two managers” running it,
but “it did well,” he added.  “The portfolio managers taught me to focus my
energy on areas where I could actually see results. They didn’t believe in
competing with the big banks; we didn’t compete with national chains. We
did our own thing...It grew from $30 million when I started to about $55
million when I left.”

“They ended up merging with a slightly larger hedge fund. I was looking
to change things up a bit – not quite as much as I ended changing things
up,” he wryly noted.

Jason’s job description was changed somewhat with the merger and he
explained that since he had already been talking with his brother Aaron
about the possibility of coming back into the family business, that prospect
became increasingly attractive.

“Aaron and I had been talking about how insanely busy the business deli
had become – mostly about the parts of the business that were thriving, but
could thrive even more,” Jason noted.

One of the decisions Aaron made when he came back into the business in
November 2012 was to cut down the seating capacity in the restaurant por-
tion of the deli from 78 to 66, to allow for faster service, provide more sep-
aration between the dining room and grocery, and allow more room for the
grocery section. He also added a liquor license two years ago which, he
suggested, while not a huge money-maker for Bernstein’s, does give cus-
tomers one more option – something that is increasingly popular on
Winnipeg Jets game nights, when the deli stays open late and shows the
games on their several wide-screen TVs. 

Talking about Jets games – later in the interview, when I asked the broth-
ers whether there was anything new on the restaurant menu, Jason respond-
ed, “We’re working on a snack menu to have during Jets games” – things like
wings, hummus and pita. Aaron added that they’re trying to create a pub-like
atmosphere during those games. “Right now we’re doing something special
with Fort Garry (Brewing Company) where we’re offering $4.25 (taxes in)
beers during games. You’re not going to find a better deal, I think.”

What have also proven very popular are the new burgers Bernstein’s has
been creating for “Le Burger Week” – something that began five years ago
across Canada and which caught on primarily through being talked up on
social media. 

During the first week of September – when restaurants throughout
Winnipeg competed to see which one would be voted as having the best
burger, Bernstein’s sold a phenomenal 1200 burgers in only five days! (The
contest ran a full seven days.) The burger that Bernstein’s developed for
that event was a one-off creation, which Jason said actually cost more to
make than any other menu item and
was sold at a  very low margin. Still Continued on next page.

Aaron Bernstein (left), along with younger brother Jason have both
returned to working in the family business with mother Marla.
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Feature story Grammy nominated jazz star
lights up Berney stage

Two - time
GRAMMY nomi-
nated New York
Jazz singer RENE
MARIE, will per-
form in Winnipeg
with The Izzy
Asper Jazz
Performances at the
Berney Theatre on
Nov. 4 & 5th. Rene
has won the hearts
of audiences every-
where she performs. “Marie pretty much reduced her audience to
stunned, delighted silence. That is, when people weren’t cheering her,
leaping up, or clamoring for yet another delectable morsel.” (The Post
& Courier)

Besides her captivating stage presence and phenomenal voice, Rene
offers audiences a deeply personal experience as she explores the
bright and dark corners of the human experience. Perhaps more than
most artists, René understands music’s capacity to heal and inspire.
She says about her recent Grammy-nominated record The Sound of
Red, “I wanted to make a record that people could go back to again and
again to excavate their emotions. We cover things over every day. We
have to in order to move through the day and move through our lives.
We can’t always afford to be vulnerable to things like pain, loss, con-
fusion, hurt and frustration. I want this record to provide some kind of
architecture to provide support in those moments when our emotions
are not necessarily happy ones.” 

Her music is rooted in the jazz traditions laid down by Ella
Fitzgerald, Dinah Washington and other leading ladies of past genera-
tions. Her style is deeply personal - a fascinating mix of jazz, folk,
R&B and gospel. In the words of JazzTimes reviewer Christopher
Loudon, “The voice, of course, is spectacular: dark, full and rich. But,
as with all exceptional singers, it’s not just a question of sound but of
presence-and Marie remains utterly transfixing” (JazzTimes). 

For tickets contact Debby Figowy 204 477-7534 or purchase
online at www.radyjcc.com. 

– it helped to attract a part of the
population that not might not

have been familiar with Bernstein’s to that point.
What Bernstein’s also tries to do, Jason noted, is help raise the profile

of local suppliers. For instance, just a few weeks ago they had lunch with
representatives from Bothwell Cheese to discuss ways to help promote
their cheeses (which are kosher, by the way, as are a good many of the
other products sold in Bernstein’s grocery section).

“We’re probably near the top sellers of Gunn’s products,” Jason sug-
gested - as an example of another local supplier that Bernstein’s helps to
promote. “If there’s another business that we are happy to partner with,
why would we try to reinvent the wheel? These are our neighbors, and
they’ve spend considerable energy developing great products”.

But the “biggest area of expansion in the grocery section,” he suggest-
ed, is in the “area of foods that meet diverse dietary needs, like gluten-
free, things that are vegan, certified nut-free, dairy-free, non-GMO, or
organic.”

“Our job isn’t to tell you what or how you should eat, it’s to make sure
everyone has something good to eat,” Jason said. 

Something that Aaron said though that came as quite a surprise to me
was when he suggested that many residents of River Heights are not
aware of Bernstein’s existence.

“We got a sign three times the size of our old sign on the pylon on the
street last summer,” he said. “It’s the second biggest sign on the pylon –
right below the Royal Bank sign. You can’t drive down Corydon without
noticing it,” Aaron added.

“What about ordering foods for the Jewish holidays?” I wondered.
“You’re doing a much bigger business than you used to.”

Jason responded: “My estimate – and this is very rough math, but I fig-
ure we probably put food in the mouths of about 15% of Jews in
Winnipeg – for Rosh Hashanah.” (Here is how Jason arrived at that fig-
ure: “Most people who host a Rosh Hashanah dinner probably have about
15 people over. We had about 120 orders.” That would translate into feed-
ing approximately 1800 people.

I asked the brothers whether they’re having fun doing what they’re
doing, especially since they both made such radical departures from what
they had been doing previously.

“It’s very fun,” answered Jason. 
“We may not always be smiling, but we’re usually enjoying ourselves,”

added Aaron.
I wondered which was more challenging – working in an engineering

firm, as Aaron did, and working in a hedge fund, as Jason did, or work-
ing at Bernstein’s?

“I’d say this is a lot faster paced,” Jason suggested.
“If you came in the morning” (to the engineering firm where he

worked), Aaron noted, “with three things you thought you could accom-
plish, you were lucky to get one of them done.”

And what about their mother (Marla), I wondered? Has she been able
to reduce what had been an extremely heavy work load until Aaron came
back into the business? 

“She’s usually here at least from 10-4,” Aaron answered. “For her, it’s
mostly about the deli counter, soup freezer and meals of condolence. For
us, it’s more about having the right staff, having people trained, having
your orders from suppliers.”

“It’s about the right priorities too,” Jason added. “If we improve how
we take care of our existing  guests first, we will continue to grow. You
can’t have servers ignoring the guests, especially when they’re hungry.”

“But this place is a madhouse around noon,” I suggested. (On the other
hand, as many commentators on social media have noted: The fact that
Bernstein’s is so extremely busy around noon is just one more indication
how good the food is.)

Jason offered this little tidbit of information to give a clue as to just how
popular Bernstein’s is: “Our estimate is we sold 40,000 litres of soup last
year.”

I wondered if we could offer an apt comparison so that people could more
readily picture that amount of soup. “Would that be enough soup to go half
way around the world,” I asked – “if you stretched the noodles out?”

How about this, I said: “You could have filled every pot hole in
Winnipeg with your soup. How about putting that on your sign on
Corydon Avenue?”*

When it comes to marketing – I have endless ideas, but I think the
Bernstein brothers are better off not to accept them. If you’ve been fol-
lowing their behind-the-scenes Instagram stories, you’ll agree: They’re
doing just fine on their own.

*After I had written this article, the brothers came up with a couple
more ideas for soup analogies:

“If you line-up 40,000 litres of our frozen soups in deli tubs, it would
take you all the way to Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, with enough left over
to circle the block looking for parking.”

OR
“If you line-up 40,000 litres of our frozen soups in deli tubs, it would

take you all the way from the first hole to the 18th, including going in and
out of the woods a couple times.”

Continued from previous page.
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Joanne Seiff

People of the Book: Interfaith learning
Have you heard about the sacred text in which

the Almighty says: “Stand back from this com-
munity so that I may annihilate them in an
instant?”

What about the king that gives permission to a
people “to destroy, kill and annihilate the powers
of any people or province that oppressed them,
(even) young children and women, and to take

their spoils.”
How do you feel about stoning a rebellious child? 
That isn’t our religion! It must be from some other religion’s holy book,

right? Wrong. Actually, these come directly from the Tanakh. Respectively:
Numbers 16:21, Esther 8:11, Deuteronomy 21:18.

Religious literature–heck, all literature, has concepts that might shock or
offend. What about ideas that one doesn’t understand? Many educated peo-
ple don’t read these sections as the literal truth. Thousands of years of com-
mentators, in all religions, help us understand ideas that perhaps don’t
make sense to modern sensibilities. These uncomfortable statements are
sometimes proving a point by hyperbole, or creating metaphorical rela-
tionships to prove a point. 

Many of us don’t take literature or anything we read, (never mind the
Torah) literally. We also know that when something seems dubious, we
should look it up. Use a dictionary, or an online encyclopedia, or even…a
book. 

A while back, an acquaintance sitting at a Shabbat table said something
that seemed outrageous about Islam. His language and vehemence made
me wish that there weren’t kids playing nearby. The man insisted he quot-
ed the Koran correctly–but I felt concerned. Was he was taking it out of
context or distorting the point? When I got home, I looked it up. How?
Easy, I have a copy of the Koran on my bookshelf. I’d took a whole course
on the Koran as an undergraduate at Cornell. 

Much of the time, we are too gullible. We believe what we read or hear
from others or what we see reported in the news. We take it as true without
thinking about it critically. We’re not always thinking about the words used
in media reports…was the killer in Las Vegas a “lone wolf” or a “terror-
ist?” Does religion or race matter when it comes to how the media por-
trayed him? It does matter. A white man with Christian origins often does-
n’t get called a terrorist or an extremist. 

In that vein, many (including politicians and media commentators) feel
free to make comments about Islam without actually reading the Koran.
That sometimes results in a pretty skewed understanding of that faith tra-
dition. Why am I talking about Islam? We live in a multicultural society.
It’s important to know about our traditions and those of our neighbours.

Recently, Dr. Ruth Ashrafi gave a series of lectures to Catholics in our
community about Judaism and the New Testament. She did it in connection
with the Manitoba Interfaith Council, an important community organiza-
tion. The president of the Interfaith Council is Belle Jarniewski, another
member of the Jewish community. 

This outreach effort benefits everyone. Both Christianity and Islam have
Jewish roots. Many Christians and Muslims want to learn more about
Judaism. Further, Jews could learn a thing or two about our neighbours.
Mutual understanding and education go a long way towards bridging dif-
ferences and building on our common values. Ignorance breeds hate. We
could all do with less of that, so let’s work on education.

It is easy to get whipped up into a fervor when dealing with media reports
or reading the newest bestselling polemical books about other people’s
faith traditions. Yet, we aren’t experts in those traditions–unless we start
from the beginning, reading their holy texts, understanding their customs,
holidays, and values before reading the newest polemics. Most of us aren’t
even experts in our own traditions. When I was required to read the Hebrew
Bible from beginning to end in graduate school, there were definitely
upsetting things that I read that I hadn’t known before. I had to read com-
mentaries (both Jewish and non-Jewish ones) in order to get a better grip
on what I’d read.

I’m reminded, when seeing hot media rhetoric, of how my twins tell me
about one of their fights. I hear one dramatic narrative from one side, and
an entirely different tale from the other. The truth–or my understanding
about their fight–lies somewhere in between all the different versions of
their stories.

A friend of mine reads the news in multiple languages. If he has particu-
lar interest in one issue, he might use one piece of paper to take notes from
all the international news sources. When he’s finished, he has created
something like a Venn diagram. The news everyone seems to agree on, no
matter the language or political agenda of the news source? It is somewhere
in the middle.

It’s only through study, asking questions, and gaining knowledge that we
become educated enough to understand difficult conflicts, religious dis-
putes and political issues. We’d benefit from the programming of the
Manitoba Interfaith Council. As well we can take time to read our sacred
texts and others’ holy books in order to understand ourselves and our neigh-
bours better.

Living an upright life as a Jew includes seriously taking responsibility for
engaging with our foundational texts. Then maybe, we’ll be living out our
mandate as the People of the Book. 

The next time you read a polemic against someone else’s religion (or
your own) or hear a skewed media report and believe it without further
research? Remember that Venn diagram as a way towards better under-
standing.

We’re people of the book. Maybe it’s time to crack some open? We can
always learn more.

Joanne Seiff writes regularly for CBC-Manitoba as well as for Jewish
publications like this one. She’s the author of three books, including a book
about the Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post
Columns 2015-2016. This paperback column collection is available at
McNally-Robinson and online at Amazon in hard copy and digital down-
load. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF



Ultra-orthodox Jews helped to save thousands of Jews during the Holocaust
“In The Name of Humanity: 
The Secret Deal to End the Holocaust” 
by Max Wallace (Allen Lane 486 pg. $36.00)
Review/Interview by MARTIN ZEILIG

“In The Name of Humanity: The Secret Deal to End
the Holocaust” is, in many ways, an incredible book.

It’s not an entirely unknown story, but author Max
Wallace, who lives in Toronto, must be credited for
combining a convincing and intense writing style with
meticulous research.

The patient reader will be rewarded with a wealth of
new information about the efforts of, in the author’s
words, “an extraordinary band of Orthodox Jews who
spent every waking moment on a mission that may have
dwarfed the significant accomplishments of Schindler
and others more familiar to history.”

This could be considered a ground breaking book in
Holocaust studies– or, at the least, a considerable con-
tribution to that very important field of study, one that,
as Wallace states, has been so long ignored or down-
played.

The author of three other books, including “The American Axis”, about
the Nazi affiliations of Henry Ford and Charles Lindbergh, “which was
endorsed by two-time Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Arthur M.
Schlesinger Jr.”, Wallace is the former Executive Director of the Anne &
Max Bailey Center for Holocaust Studies. From 1996 to 2000, he worked
for Steven Spielberg’s Shoah Foundation documenting the video testimo-
nials of Holocaust survivors. He has contributed to the Sunday New York
Times

Wallace agreed to a recent email interview with a freelance reporter for
The Jewish Post & News.

The JP&N: How long did it take you to write the book?
MW: I started my research in 2000 when I first travelled to Toronto to

interview the last living eyewitness to these events, Hermann Landau, who
set me off on an historical trail that would eventually culminate in these
important discoveries. 

JP&N: Why did you write it?
MW: It was an incredible story that I couldn’t believe hadn’t been told

before. As an interviewer for the Shoah Project, all the stories I heard each
week involved suffering and despair. All off a sudden, here was an inspir-
ing Holocaust episode that involved courage, hope and rescue. I felt the
same thing Steven Spielberg must have experienced when he first came
across the story of Oskar Schindler.

JP&N: What were some of the difficulties you faced
during your research/writing?

MW: One of the greatest challenges in this kind of
research is ensuring accurate translation. Over 15 years,
I had to sort through more than a quarter million
archival documents in many languages, including
German, Dutch, French, Hebrew and Italian. The
biggest task was not the translation itself – I could pay
people to do that – but prioritizing which documents
need to be translated that were most crucial to my
research. 

JP&N: Hasn’t some of this information been dis-
cussed in the past?

MW: The negotiations between Jean-Marie Musy
and Himmler have been written about by a number of
historians, but they were previously dismissed as almost
an historical footnote or even a failure because he man-
aged to evacuate “only” 1200 Jews from the concentra-
tion camps, far less than he and the Sternbuchs had
intended. My findings, however, reveal that the key to

these secret negotiations was not the number of Jews released, but the elab-
orate deception that caused Himmler to end the systematic exterminations,
and which may have saved as many as 300,000 Jews from liquidation.

JP&N: What has been the response from professional historians, partic-
ularly specialists in the Holocaust/Second World War?

MW: Because the book was just released, it is still too early to gauge the
reaction. I have spoken to historians who are very excited by the road map
I provided with the revelation that a Papal emissary may have played a key
role in these events and particularly the documents I discovered that sug-
gest the Nazis promised the Vatican that they would “cease exterminations
in concentration camps” only days before Himmler ordered the destruction
of the gas chambers and crematoria at Auschwitz. When the so-called
Secret Vatican Archives from the war years are finally opened, perhaps as
early as next year, they may well provide the smoking gun to confirm my
revelations and, most importantly, historians now know exactly which files
to search among the millions that will be released. 

JP&N: Are you planning to make a documentary film based on the
book?

I have no plans to
make a documentary
at this point but my
agents have been
approached by several
parties interested in
possibly optioning the
book for a feature
film.  

JP&N: What else
would you like to
add?

MW: For me as a
secular Jew, the great-
est surprise I encoun-
tered is the heroic role
of the Ultra-Orthodox
in Holocaust rescue
efforts - which has
rarely been discussed
or acknowledged.
While the establish-
ment was dithering
and listening to the
hollow assurances of
the Roosevelt admin-
istration, the Haredim
answered to a differ-
ent set of laws and
threw themselves into
rescue because their
religion commanded
it. And I think it will
surprise many people
that it was an Ultra
Orthodox woman,
Recha Sternbuch,
who may have been
the most important
rescuer off all. 
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Hamas reportedly agreed not to carry out terror, 
rocket attacks against Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Hamas reportedly agreed not to carry out ter-
ror attacks against Israel or launch rockets from Gaza into Israeli territo-
ry as part of the Palestinian reconciliation deal signed last week in Cairo.

The agreement requires Hamas to refrain from any activity that would
foment a confrontation with Israel, Haaretz reported, citing the London-
based Arabic language newspaper Asharq Alawsat.

Also as part of the agreement, the Palestinian Authority cannot take
any new steps regarding Israel.

Hamas said October 15 that it had handed over control of the Gaza
Strip to the Palestinian Authority, Haaretz reported, citing Hamas’ deputy
leader in Gaza, Khalil al-Hayya, in an interview with the Hamas-affiliat-
ed Al-Aqsa television. However, the full transfer of responsibility for
government workers, control of border crossings and other issues will
take longer and require cooperation by both sides.

On Nov. 21, representatives of all Palestinian factions will meet in
Cairo to discuss forming a new government, elections for president and
parliament, and reforms of the political structure, Hayya reportedly also
said.

The lifting of economic sanctions against Hamas by the Palestinian
Authority also is contingent on changes on the ground, Haaretz reported,
citing an unnamed senior Palestinian source. The authority has stopped
paying Israel for electricity provided to Gaza, leading to a severe cut in
the number of hours a day that electricity is available.

In a statement issued by the Prime Minister’s Office, the Israeli gov-
ernment called on the Palestinians to recognize Israel and disarm Hamas.
It also called for the immediate release of Israeli civilians Avra Mengistu
and Hisham a-Said, who are being held by Hamas, and the remains of
fallen Israeli soldiers Oron Shaul and Hadar Goldin.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
OCT.  25

RHEA DEBRA KRAWETZ (HENDIN)
It is with great sadness

that we announce the sud-
den passing of Rhea Debra
Krawetz (Hendin) on Sep-
tember 11, 2017 at the age
of 59 years.

Rhea was born in Winni-
peg, MB January 11, 1958.
She lived in Portage La
Prairie where she had a dis-
tinguished career of 37
years as a social worker
advocating on behalf of
people with mental dis-
abilities. Her clients were

her first priority and she was there for them at all times.
Rhea was a true friend and a beautiful human being
beyond measure. Her childlike smile and boisterous
laugh was enough to lighten anyone’s day. Rhea loved
spending time with her beloved grandchildren, family
and friends.

Rhea was predeceased by her father David, survived
by her mother Bernice, her siblings Shari and Allen,
her three children Jason, Tyrone (Caitlin) and Shan-
non, her grandchildren Haleigh and Karma, and count-
less friends, aunts, nephews and nieces.

Funeral services were held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue Sept. 15th, 2017. Thanks to Rabbi Anibal
Mass who officiated the service and pallbearers Marvin
Hendin, Tyrone Krawetz, Jason Krawetz, Aaron
Krawetz, and Steve Chapman.

Donations may be made to a charity of one’s choice.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

RHEA KRAWETZ (HENDIN)
would like to express their sincerest

heartfelt appreciation  for all those who
showed support, sent cards of condolences,

food and donations
honoring her blessed memory.

PHYLLIS NEWMAN
With deep sadness we

announce the sudden pass-
ing of Phyllis Newman on
September 28, 2017, at the
age of 86, surrounded by
her family. She will be
greatly missed by son and
daughter-in-law Mark and
Natalie, daughter Reesa, and
grandchildren Lee, Michael,
Jeffrey, and Sydney.

Phyllis was born in 1931
in Chrobesz, Poland. She was a survivor of the Holo-
caust, immigrating to Canada at the age of 16, as an
orphan, landing in Halifax in January 1948.

Despite this horrific beginning to her life she built a
new life in Canada, marrying Jack in 1950 at the age of
19. She moved to Toronto, then to Barrie, Ontario and
back to Winnipeg. Phyllis and Jack worked hard to
build a new life together, they were married for 63
years. They enjoyed life, they entertained and traveled,
and in later years spent winters in Florida.

After Jack’s passing in January 2014, Phyllis re-
mained active. She enjoyed spending time with friends
and family, going to movies and concerts, out for lunch
and dinner, and trips to the local casino. She especially
loved to dote on her grandchildren.

Even though she developed some recent health is-
sues, she remained independent and active. Just the
week before her passing, she was busy cooking for the
Rosh Hashanah holidays.

Phyllis will be remembered as a kind and generous
person who valued family above all, and who could and
did talk to anyone and everyone.

Funeral services were held on October 1, 2017 at Etz
Chayim Synagogue. Pallbearers were Elliot Goszer,
Steven Tritt and Sheldon Zipursky, and her grandchil-
dren Lee Starr, Jeffrey Starr, and Michael Newman.
Donations in her memory can be made to Jack and
Phyllis Holocaust Education Fund, c/o The Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba, the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights, or a charity of your choice.

In loving memory of

SARA LANTZ
who passed away
November 3, 1995

10 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL
(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST
STEIN

who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

BERNIE GOLDSTEIN
With great sadness we

announce the passing of
Bernie Goldstein on Fri-
day October 6, 2017, at the
age of 86.

Bernie was predeceased
by his dear parents, brother
Irv and cousins Bill and
Libby Greenfield. Bernie
is mourned by his loving
wife of 64 years, Evelyn,
his children Elaine, Lori
and Charles, and Jeff and
Susan, his grandchildren
Michael, Atarah and Ilan,
Azi and Gavi, Yoni and

Debbie, Noam and Ruth, Josh, Rebecca and Ben and
his great-grandchildren Davida, Ori, Adiya, Miriam,
Leor, Shalev, Itai, Eliya and Oran.

Born in Winnipeg in 1931, he was an honest and
hard-working accountant who volunteered his profes-
sional services to many. He volunteered for many
organizations, including Talmud Torah, Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate, Chevra Mishnayes, Chavurat
Tefilla, Chesed Shel Emes, Gwen Secter, Va’ad Ha’ir,
Board of Jewish Education, Camp Massad, Folklorama,
Manitoba Red Cross and Manitoba Marathon. He won
the Shem Tov award for his charitable work from the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg in 2006. However, no
matter how busy his life was, his family came first.

Bernie had a deep devotion and love of Judaism,
ritual, and synagogue. He enjoyed learning and being
a mature student at university after he retired. He
always had a smile and loved schmoozing with every-
one. He shepped so much nachas from all of his
children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

We would like to thank his devoted caregivers,
Hermie and Lolita, as well as Mila, nurse in 3U5, at the
Seven Oaks Hospital.

Thanks to the JCFS and Heather Kraut, and Dr.
Lesley Koven for their emotional support.

Our deepest appreciation goes to Murray Greenfield,
Stuart, Kathi, and Shayna Greenfield, Shauna and
Darryl Levy, Benson and Sharon Labinsky, David and
Miriam Diamond, Phyllis Spigelman, Jane, Ronald
and Tiffany Reider, Chuck and Carole Faiman, and
Barton and Michelle Faiman for their ongoing support.

Interment took place at the Bnay Abraham Cemetery
on October 8. The funeral was officiated by his son-in-
law, Rabbi Charles Grysman, and the pall-bearers were
his grandsons.

Donations in Bernie’s memory may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Society of Manitoba, or the Jewish Child
and Family Services.

PERLE SHAVERS
Perle Shavers (née

Goodman) passed away
peacefully Friday, October
13 at the Simkin Centre in
Winnipeg. A graveside fu-
neral service was held
Monday, October 16. Perle
is laid to rest beside her
husband Sidney Shavers of
blessed memory who
passed away in 2007.

Daughter of Lil and Ben
Goodman, Perle is survived
by her children, Steven,
Bruce and Shelley and her

grandchildren, Levi, Amber, Julian, Avalon, Layah
and Emily, and her sister, Rita Helman. Heartfelt
gratitude is extended by the Family to the staff at the
Simkin Centre for their care and friendship.

Born in 1929, Perle lived life to the fullest enjoying
family, friends and travelling. In Brandon, memorial
donations can be made to the Brandon Regional Health
Centre Foundation and in Winnipeg, to the Rady JCC.

DAVID HENRY NOVIKOFF
1943-2017

On September 28, 2017,
with his family by his side,
David closed his eyes and
went to daven Kol Nidre in
God’s choir.

His wife Sandra, of 52
years, son Ari, daughter
Brenlee (Ryan) his two
grandsons, Jakob and Mat-
thew, and cousin David
(Hinda) Gruber said their
goodbyes.

David was a well known
member of the Jewish

Community. A graduate of Maimonides College and a
Past Master of The Grand Lodge for the Masonic
Temple, music was a big part of David’s life. He was
a cantor for many years with the Beth Israel, Ashkenazi,
and Bnay Abraham Synagogues. He will be truly
missed by all who knew him in the business and
accounting fields.

The funeral ceremony was officiated by Rabbi Avrom
Altein. Pallbearers were: his grandson Jakob Novikoff,
Michael Gruber, Jerome Avery, Mark Burgess, Doug
Csuk and Errol Tapper.

Honorary Pallbearers were: Sheldon Earn, Allan
Abosh, Arthur Gunn, Dr. Ted Lyons, Sheldon Stier,
Cookie Shapera, Hardy Steiner and Jake Dethmers.

Thank you to the staff at the Health Sciences Centre,
St. Boniface cancer care and the palliative staff at
Riverview Health Centre. Thank you as well to all who
extended their deepest sympathies and donated to
different charities in David’s name.

Rest in peace my love - until we meet again.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOV.  1

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
BROWN

who passed away
November 10, 1986

8 Days in Cheshvan, 5747
—  Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by
your children and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your Loving Children, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

12th Yahrzeit 13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL
MORANTZ
who passed away
November 1, 2014

9 days in Cheshvan, 5775
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LEON
SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

8 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
18 Days in Chesvan

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
ITSCOVICH

who passed away
November 6, 1999

28 Days in Chesvan
There was no time to say
goodbye
The day you went away.
You left us so suddenly,
Eighteen years ago today.
Our hearts still ache with
sadness.
And silent tears still flow.
For what it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving son,
grandson, family & friends.

18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAY KANTOR
who passed away

November 11, 2003
16 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER
SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH
TENENBEIN

who passed away
November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ALEX J.
TENENBEIN

who passed away
December 5, 1984
12 Days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHEP NERMAN
who passed away
November 7, 1991

30th Day in Cheshvan, 5752
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, Reesa,
beloved son, Seth, daughter-
in-law Patricia, parents,
brothers, sister, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
PFEFFER
who passed away

November 10, 1962
13 Days in Cheshvan

You are not forgotten
Nor ever will be
As long as life and memory last
We will miss and remember
thee.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren.

In loving memory of

ANN
DUTKEVICH

Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
CRAMER
who passed away
October 20, 1975

15 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
terribly missed by his  children,
grandchildren and family.

Deadline for
the

November 8
issue of

The Jewish
Post & News

is noon
Thursday,

November 2
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Community news

WAG director to talk about stolen art at Rady JCC

In an upcoming talk
by Stephen Borys,
director and CEO of
the Winnipeg Art
Gallery  and member
of the history faculty
at the University of
Winnipeg, he will dis-
cuss the taskforce he
is involved in that works to return stolen art to its
owners or descendents.

Although the event is dubbed, “Nazi Plunder,” Borys prefers to refer to
the topic in museum lingo. “We talk about both as Nazi-era looted art and
Holocaust-era looted art,” said Borys. “But, the field we’re in and the topic
has to do with Holocaust-era Provenance research – looking at works of art
that were in private hands in a number of European countries, and changed
hands or ownership between 1936 and 1945. By ‘changed hands,’ I mean
any ownership change – forced, stolen, forced sales, looted, or even if
works of art changed hands legitimately with the consent of the owner.

“The research is part of an international body and directive for all art
museums and, of course, if you’re an art museum associated with a nation-
al or international organization or congress, such as, the WAG or AAM
[American Alliance of Museums] or EMA [European Museum Academy],
we accept and follow very specific professional guidelines, in terms of
what you do. If you were to discover any works of art in your collection
where there are these gaps or where we think there might be a change of
ownership, it is their duty to bring this to the public attention...so that there
might be the possibility of the work being publicized, returned, or at least
dealt with in a legal way.”

Borys’ talk will be given at the Rady JCC on Oct. 30th as part of the “In
The Know” lunchtime (from 12-1pm) series.

Whenever a museum receives a work of art that was done prior to 1936,
research is conducted (“Provenance research”). Provenance is the period of
time from wherein the work was produced to the present day. Museums
aim to continuously fill the gaps in Provenance, to make it more interest-
ing and to better understand works of art.

Borys sees this particular opportunity to talk at the Rady JCC as  espe-
cially important because of the audience he will  address. “There are very
possible people in the audience or living members of families who them-
selves have had their works stolen or for sale,” explained Borys. “To set the
tone or landscape, I want to get some background about Germany’s
National Socialist party or the Nazis and how they systematically stole
works from Jewish owners and a number of annex countries.

“Theirs was a very well thought-out plan. When there was outright theft
or sales, for instance, they’d pay for a clothed Monet or Pizarro. But, you
had no choice but to sell it. And, of course, what you’re selling it for is
much less than the market value. These works were acquired in the thou-
sands – not just paintings, but decorative art, sculptures, and jewellery.”

Borys said that works of art were stolen for one of two reasons. One was
to establish a new national museum; the other  was to sell for a profit to
increase Nazi holdings. The Germans kept very good records of the art.

“Because they occupied Germany after the war, Allied countries had
access to these records and began the process of finding out where these
works were,” said Borys. “That’s not to say they were returned. Eighty
years later, we’re still looking at thousands of works that have not been
returned or that are still lost to families they were stolen from.”

According to Borys, a number of national museum associations have set
up portals to allow family members to help find stolen art.

“Let’s say, for instance, your great-grandfather was living in Poland and
he had five paintings by Vincent Van Gogh. And you, as a child, remember
those paintings. But, you don’t remember the titles or how big they were.
But, you remember, for instance, that he had one painting of sunflowers
that maybe hung over the fireplace.

“Well, they were saying they were stolen by Nazis and never returned.
And, here you are today, living in Winnipeg, and at a sale at Christie’s
Auction House in New York, a painting of sunflowers by Van Gogh goes
up for sale. And you see that it looks very familiar. All you have to go on
is that you remember seeing that painting in your great-grandfather’s liv-
ing room. You don’t have any paperwork. But, that’s enough information
to begin a claim. And, if that was the work in question, it wouldn’t take
long for these international research portals to bring up whatever info they
have about that work – where it was or what they don’t know about it. And
that would lead to the process of returning the work to the rightful owner –
in this case, an heir.”

To register or for
more information
about Borys’s or other
“In The Know talks,
contact Claudia Chernitsky (cchernitsky@radyjcc.com, (204) 477-7459) or
Roberta Malam (rmalam@radyjcc.com, (204) 480-7550). 

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Herman Goering and Adolph Hitler look-
ing at art that had been stolen by the
Nazis from private collections.

Dr. Stephen Borys
courtesy of the WAG

US Army Generals Eisenhower, Bradley, and
Patton inspecting Nazi-looted art in a salt
mine in Merkers, Germany

Harold and Harry
It all began in 1946, when I met Harold at

The University of Manitoba Ski Club. Harold
was enrolled in the Faculty of Engineering
studying electrical engineering, while I was in
the same faculty studying civil engineering.
This was the beginning of a friendship that
would last over 65 years.

When Harold was invited to become the
editor of the annual publication, The Slide Rule, he accepted on the con-
dition that I would be his co-editor. That’s how we both became members
of the Engineering council.

This was usually a fairly technical publication where students often
reported on their summer work experiences.

We decided to jazz it up a bit by adding humorous articles and lots of
photos of the students. One of the articles that Harold wrote was about
German inventions. It was our understanding that the patents on those
inventions ended when Germany capitulated to the Allies at the end of
World War II. We discussed possibly going into partnership after we
graduated, but it never came to pass.

Harold headed for Montreal after graduation in 1947, and I stayed in
Winnipeg with a job at the Dominion Bridge Co. as a concrete design
engineer. Harold corresponded with me and ultimately convinced me to
move to Montreal because there were more opportunities for engineers in
that city. I was able to get a job with the Dominion Structural Steel Co.
in Montreal and found a room for rent on Esplanade Ave. near Mount
Royal. This was a rooming house shared by another friend of mine, Al
Yentin, an architect from Winnipeg.

One weekend Harold and I took a  trip to Ste. Agathe, a resort north of
Montreal. We had intended to take a swim in the beautiful lake, but had
trouble finding a public beach, as the resort hotels were able to build on
private lots that stretched to the water’s edge. When we finally did find a
public beach it was littered with trash and empty beer cans. 

It was a very warm day and we decided to go for a swim. There was a
fixed raft about 100 yards from the lakeshore. When we arrived we lay
down on it, and thought we would take in some sun. Presently, we heard
someone shouting at us from the lakeshore. At first, we ignored it, until
we realized he was trying to get our attention, but we couldn’t make out
what he was saying, until he swam up to us, climbed aboard, and said:

“C’est privée, monsieur!”
Imagine a diving platform out in the lake that was private property and

owned by one of the resort hotels - unheard of in the province of
Manitoba! We passed one of the hotels that had a sign on its front lawn:
“Restricted Clientele”. 

Just for fun we went to the main desk to enquire, and were told that
they did not allow Jews,or coloured guests on their property - blatant big-
otry and anti-Semitism - something we hadn’t  experienced in Manitoba.
We were gaining an education in the province of Quebec. If you were not
registered in one of the hotels there was simply no place to go! We final-
ly found a bit of shade by sitting on the grass beside the road with our
backs up against a retaining wall. Presently we heard someone calling us
from the top of the retaining wall:

“C’est privée, messieurs!”
Even the grass beside the roadway was private!

By

HARRY WARREN

To be continued.
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No magic that Winnipeg became a  major league hockey city
Thought I’d take a trip down memory lane, a

habit in which I indulge myself from time to time
with the rapid passing of the years. Thankfully, I
am able to do so because the computer between
my ears functions reasonably well. 

Attend any Winnipeg Jet game today and you
will no doubt notice that very young children and
teen-agers occupy the arena seats in surprisingly
large numbers. And, the impressive scoreboard
above centre ice permits spectators of all ages to

appear in giant close-ups while enjoying noisy and mischievous merry-
making.

Do the aforementioned - youngish especially - care from whence sprung
the likes of NHL calibre hockey in this berg? Not likely. The majority of
them probably didn’t much fancy the study of history of any kind back in
their olden school days when their homework assignments weren’t done
because they left their texts in the locker by mistake.

Well then, allow me to give them the opportunity today to redeem them-
selves with a subject many will surely enjoy known as ice hockey in the
grand old city of Winnipeg.

Each year, at its Sportsmen’s Dinner, the YMHA saluted outstanding
sports personalities in our province. Back in the late seventies, at the
International Inn, a group of eight Winnipeg businessmen, including
MICHAEL GOBUTY,  HARVEY SECTER, and the SHENKAROWS
were acknowledged for their contributions towards salvaging pro hockey in
our city and eventually, through dogged determination, bringing an NHL
franchise to a hockey-hungry population.

Had the group not darted into the fray when it did and shored up the
financial structure, it is entirely possible that the Jets would have joined
their former brethren: the Los Angeles Sharks, Michigan Stags, New York
Raiders, and the Fighting Saints from Minnesota, in hockey’s graveyard.

In 1978, the aforementioned group of eight saw their team win a third
Avco Cup despite the many adversities it suffered. To wit: The loss of
superstars Anders Hedberg and Ulf Nilsson to the New York Rangers; the
untimely retirement of Bobby Hull early in the season; the defection to the
NHL of Dan Labraaten, Garry Bromley, and Lars-Erik Sjoberg; a mid-sea-
son coaching change; and rumoured dissension.

By 1979, the vast majority of World Hockey Association teams had fold-
ed. Four teams though were absorbed into the NHL: the Quebec
Nordiques, Edmonton Oilers,  Hartford Whalers, and the Winnipeg Jets.

Winnipeg had to give up three of its top six scorers plus the core of the
last WHA championship team in a reclamation draft. In the team’s first reg-
ulation NHL draft ever they got to choose 18th out of 21 teams. Compared
with that, today’s latest expansion team in Las Vegas was treated royally.
A decimated outfit, the Jets finished dead last in the league in their first two
seasons.

Early in my tenure at this newspaper, it became clear to me that the
Jewish community rallied around our NHL team like no other. My assign-
ment one evening on October of 1978 was to attend a B’nai Brith event at
the Viscount Gort. The visiting guest was Jets’ forward Terry Ruskowski,
who was a last minute replacement for the legendary Bobby Hull. The final
consensus was that nobody was at all disappointed with the personable
Ruskowski.

Following a welcome speech to the membership and several prospective
members by West Kildonan-Maple Leaf Lodge No 2031  president - the
very capable HYMIE ROSENBLATT, and a fine introduction by an
always-involved community man, HOWARD KIDECKEL, the affair got
underway. 

Ruskowski, 23 at the time, was more than impressed with the likes of
Gobuty, Shenkarow, and Secter. “They made me feel important as if I were
the franchise,” he said.

Terry shared his hockey thoughts with the audience and none was more
significant than when he pronounced: “I wish I’d gone to college for my
hockey and I’d have an education to fall back on. Its going to catch up with
me.” 

In closing, he told members of the audience:” If you pass me by in the
street and I don’t say ‘Hi’ stop and remind me that we once met and talked
together at a B’nai Brith meeting. I’d like that and I mean it.”

Occasionally, Gobuty, the former president of the WHA, who now lives
in Rancho Mirage, California and is married to Adrienne (Stall), drops a
line to us at our publication and it’s always a welcome note. He is definitely
still a Winnipegger at heart.

I recall that he, like any other zaida, sent me a note because he was so
proud of his granddaughter Marisa Gobuty (son Marshall’s daughter), who
was a rising basketball star at the time. 

In the coincidence department I just happened to mention to a dear friend
of mine that I was working on an article about Michael Gobuty and she
remarked that her late father, Zigmond Shnitzler, used to work for his dad
at Victoria Leather. She went on to elaborate that her dad thought very
highly of Michael because he was a bright young man and that on cold
days in the winter he would often pick up her dad and drive him to work. 

Moreover, he showed respect to her dad. Small world, don’t you think?

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher, and covers football and hockey for Canadian Press
and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Former Jets’ co-owner Michael Gobuty
with the Avco Cup

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
Michael Gobuty at a
recently held dinner,
where he was inducted
into the Manitoba Hockey
Hall of Fame. You can
watch a very funny video
on our website (jewishpo-
standnews.ca) of Michael
telling a great story about
the time Bobby Hull asked
him and Ulf Nilsson to
help herd some cattle on
Bobby’s farm.



Women’s League of Etz Chayim
hosting fundraising art auction

By MYRON LOVE
The Women’s League of

Congregation Etz Chayim has
always played an important
role in the activities of that syn-
agogue.

“We supply the juice, challah
and cookies for junior congre-
gation and provide the partici-
pants with a small gift at the
end of the year,” says Brenda
Keller, the Women’s League
president. “We also help sup-
port the kiddushes, present bar
and bat mitzvahs with gifts and
donate various pieces of equipment for the kitchen.”

The Women’s League, she notes, also contributes to other community
charities such as Winnipeg Harvest and Siloam Mission.

To pay for the abovementioned activities, the Women’s League carries
out fundraising activities throughout the year. The next major fundraising
event is coming up on Thursday, November 16, when the Women’s League
is hosting an art auction, “In The Eye Of The Beholder: An Auction of Art
and Collectibles”, at the synagogue.

Keller reports that close to 250 objets d’art will be auctioned off. The art-
works include figurines, glassware, wall hangings and lots of paintings.
Among the artists whose works will be available are congregation mem-
bers Rebecca Cramer, Cathy Itscovitch and photographer Earl Simmons, as
well as former Winnipegger Sheila Butler.

Keller adds that there will be works available from a variety of other
artists as well. 

The doors open for the evening at 7:00 PM. There will be refreshments
and a wine bar. Tickets are $15 in advance (by calling the synagogue office
at 204 589-6305) or $18 at the door. Keller notes that attendees who spend
$50 or more will have $15 allotted to their purchase.

Kinzey Posen will be the emcee for the evening as well as the auctioneer.
The evening will begin with a silent auction with all the pieces on display.

Any pieces that don’t receive a minimum three bids will be auctioned off
by Posen later in the evening.

“Our goal is to sell out the collection,” Keller says.
A portion of the funds will be donated to CancerCare Manitoba with the

remainder earmarked for the Women’s League.
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Artist is Cathie Itscovitch (title
unknown)

Visiting Israeli teacher, students
enjoy Winnipeg hospitality

By MYRON LOVE
In what has become an annual event, a group of students and teachers

from Danciger High School in Kiryat Shemona spent Sukkot in
Winnipeg learning about Jewish life in our community and acquainting
students at the Gray Academy of Jewish Education and the Brock
Corydon Elementary School witht life in Israel.

The Israelis were here under the auspices of the P2G
(PartnershipTogether) program, which is in its 21st year. Originally
called P2K (partnership 2000), the program’s concept was to link Jewish
schools and students in major Canadian cities (other than Toronto and
Montreal) with schools and students in different parts of Israel. Thus, the
Gray Academy is paired with Danciger High school in Kiryat Shemona
in northern Israel while the Gray Academy’s elementary school is
twinned with Nachshonei Hachula Elementary School in Yesod Hamala
in the Hula Valley, also in northern Israel. 

Brock Corydon – with its Hebrew Bilingual program – is linked with
Ramat Korazim. Once a year, in the spring, a group of Gray Academy
students visit Danciger and Kiryat Shemona and, once a year, Danciger
students come here. At the same time, teachers from the two elementary
schools exchange visits with their Israeli counterparts.

This year’s group of ten students and two teachers from Danciger and
Nachshonei Hachula’s new principal arrived in Winnipeg on Monday,
October 9, and returned home last Wednesday. And it was an action-
packed eight days for the visitors, according to Danciger high school
teacher Yotan Degani.

They were welcomed at the Gray Academy with a student assembly
and singalong. Over Simchat Torah and Shabbat, they also attended the
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Synagogue, the Lubavitch Centre, Congregation
Etz Chayim and the Shaarey Zedek. Daniel Hershkovics, a Grade 11 stu-
dent at Danciger, says that she liked the Shaarey Zedek best. 

“I liked the singing and I liked the atmosphere at the synagogue,” she
says.

When the visiting students weren’t at the Gray Academy or Brock
Corydon teaching their fellow students about Israel culture, they were
visiting Winnipeg’s tourist highlights, including the Forks, Human Rights
Museum and the zoo. They also went bowling and played laser tag.

For Hershkovics, laser tag was one of the highlights of her time here.
“I had never done laser tag before,” she says. “I also loved the school
dance. It was a lot of fun.”

The Israeli group returned home with fond memories of their time here
and new friends they intend to keep in touch with.

Two-thirds of Americans back staying in the Iran deal

WASHINGTON (JTA) – Two-thirds of Americans back remaining in
the Iran nuclear deal, according to a CNN poll.

The poll published October 20 showed 67 percent of respondents
favored staying in the 2015 agreement, which traded sanctions relief for
a rollback of Iran’s nuclear program, and 27 percent said the U.S. should
pull out.

“As you may know, the United States and five other countries entered
an agreement with Iran aimed at preventing Iran from developing nuclear
weapons,” said the question posed to 1,010 respondents by SSRS, a
research company. “Do you think the U.S. should or should not withdraw
from that agreement?” The margin of error was 3.5 percentage points.

The poll was conducted Oct. 12-15 – amid the time that President
Donald Trump said he would not certify Iran’s compliance with the deal.
International inspectors say Iran is complying with its narrow parameters.

Trump said it did not mean he was withdrawing with the deal but want-
ed Congress to reshape the deal, although it is unclear whether this is
legally possible. If Congress did not succeed in amending the deal,
Trump said, he would pull out of the pact.

The support in the poll is a marked shift from public skepticism of the
deal when Trump’s predecessor, Barack Obama, presented it to the pub-
lic two years ago. Support in those days scored as low as in the 20s.

SSRS over eight years has asked respondents to rate four countries –
Iran, Russia, Cuba and North Korea – as threats to the United States. The
perception of Iran as a threat has diminished in recent years: The high of
49 percent who viewed the country as a “very serious” threat was in
September 2015, when the Obama administration was rolling out the
deal. It is now at 30 percent.

The most serious threat perceived in the current poll is North Korea,
which 62 percent of respondents rated a “very serious” threat. The Trump
administration and the North Korean government have exchanged threats
of a nuclear attack in recent months.



Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 2017 
Combined Jewish Appeal Women’s Philanthropy 

By HOLLY HARRIS

As the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg continues its 2017 Combined
Jewish Appeal campaign launched last month, its dedicated
Women’s Philanthropy (WP) team co-chaired by Ellen Kroft and

Paula Parks is well on its way to achieving this year’s fundraising goal in
support of 18 local, national, and international Jewish agencies. 

Last year’s successful campaign under chair Elana Schultz raised
$1,576,201, with this year’s target set at $1.58 million. The Lion of Judah
chaired by Daniela Jacobsohn comprised of women giving a gift of $5,000
or more has also established $1.1 million as its goal for 2017. 

“Women’s Philanthropy is an integral and an important part of the annu-
al campaign,” stated Parks during this year’s kick-off event held October
2nd. “We are a group of caring women who strongly believe that our actions
will lead to a better future for all of us.” 

The Jewish Post & News recently interviewed the three WP chairs about
this year’s Campaign, and how women can make a difference in “repairing
the world.”

Ellen Kroft, WP Co-Chair:
JP&N: Why is it so important for

Jewish women to get involved in
philanthropy? And how does this
reflect the goals and values of
Jewish life, including one of its
greatest tenets, the mitzvah of
Tzedakah?

EK: Women’s philanthropy is
vital to our Jewish Community. By
giving a gift and/or her gift of time,
each woman has a voice in her own
Jewish Community. She can impact
how her community progresses and
where the dollars will be directed.
It is a vote for her future. 

JP&N: How has WP evolved
over the years? 

EK: First, the number of women
giving a gift “in their own name”
has increased, and second, women of all ages are assuming leadership
roles. The face of Women’s philanthropy has become multi-generational,
which in turn inspires more women of all ages to support the Campaign. 

JP&N: How are you inspiring younger women, as well as first time
donors and newcomers to our city to give? 

EK: Efforts are being made to appeal to a younger demographic.
Generally, younger women want to know where and how their money is
being spent. It is important to highlight where the dollars are going, and
why a beneficiary agency is relevant to that particular donor.

The community is also working very hard to develop programs and out-
reach strategies to engage individuals who feel disconnected due to geo-
graphical and/or other barriers. Equally important, efforts are being made
by the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg to engage newcomers and other
unaffiliated women in the Winnipeg Jewish community.

Paula Parks, WP Co-Chair:
JP&N: How did you first become

involved with WP? Why is it par-
ticularly meaningful to you? 

PP: I became involved in
University, working on a
“Campus” campaign. My parents
were always heavily involved with
CJA and so it was “natural” for me
to follow their example. 

JP&N: Why is women’s philan-
thropy essential in today’s world,
and especially with so many other
equally, well-deserving demands
for support?

PP: Many of us already support
other worthwhile charities as we
should, and CJA and Women’s
Philanthropy gives women a chance to influence and enhance the many
programs and services that assist those in our own Jewish community. By
strengthening our Jewish identity, I believe we are helping to create caring
individuals who in turn, will go on to support others - both inside and out-
side of our Community.

Daniela Jacobsohn, Lion of
Judah, Chair:

JP&N: Why is it so important for
women to give personally from
themselves, such as through Lion
of Judah? 

DJ: When you give a gift in your
own name, you show how impor-
tant Tzedakah is to you. It demon-
strates your commitment to making
a difference in other people’s lives.
By giving in your own name, you
stand up and are counted as a deci-
sion maker in your family and com-
munity.

JP&N: There are notably 88
Lions of Judah in Winnipeg today.
The “Lions” are presented with
nationally and internationally recognized gold pins worn when they travel
and participate in other Jewish events worldwide, including the biennial
International Lion of Judah conference. Why is this type of public recog-
nition important, and how does it inspire other women to give? 

DJ: The Lion of Judah pin is a symbol that connects women of all ages
and walks of life who have made a commitment of $5,000 or more. There
are 17,500 Lions of Judah around the world. This pin shows a woman’s
commitment to Tikkun Olam – repairing the world – and is symbolic of our
people’s strength and pride. 
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ELLEN KROFT

PAULA PARKS

DANIELA JACOBSOHN
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Adas Yeshurun Herzlia Presents
FALL IN LOVE WITH ART

A Fundraising Art Auction

Join us on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 6:30 pm as Adas
Yeshurun Herzlia (620 Brock Street) presents FALL IN
LOVE WITH ART, a fundraising art auction. 

This event will feature a live art auction with beautiful
pieces by such artists as: Caroline Dukes, Mordechai Edel,
Joan Miro, Marc Chagall, Salvador Dali, Claude Monet,
LeRoy Neiman, Jack Markell, Theo Tobiasse, Lebadang,
Amram Ebgi, David Azuz, Gary Jenkins, Robert Bateman,
Jackson Beardy, Wee Lee and Isaac Bignell. 

There will also be an exciting silent auction with a plethora
of fantastic items (including Jets tickets, jewellery, concert
tickets and apparel)!

Wine and cheese will be served. 

FALL IN LOVE WITH ART will be a wonderful way to
support Adas Yeshurun Herzlia, Winnipeg’s Modern
Orthodox congregation, led by Rabbi Yosef Benarroch that
offers traditional services, fascinating classes, and
programming for every age and stage! (including a thriving
NCSY program – Winnipeg’s sole synagogue youth group).

FALL IN LOVE WITH ART is a win-win for all -
purchase beautiful art while supporting enhanced
programming for youth, adults, seniors and newcomers, at
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia! 


