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Herzlia downsizing plan downsized
By MYRON LOVE

The Herzlia Adas Yeshurun Synagogue’s
on again-off again plan for a major rebuild
of its 60-year-old building is off again. Less
than a month after Dr. Earl Hershfield, con-
gregation president, outlined the details of
the plan for the membership at Rosh
Hashanah, word has come that the ambi-
tious rebuild has been scaled back to a
more modest renovation project. 

The Herzlia, the city’s largest Orthodox
congregation, announced a major rebuild
almost three years ago. The impetus for the
project was the need to replace the build-
ing’s outdated (and original) heating system.
The City of Winnipeg ordered the syna-
gogue to shut down its boilers three years
ago. The building has been functioning with
only area heaters for warmth over the past
two winters.

The plan initially was to tear down the old
building and put up a new synagogue that
would be about half the size of the current
structure.

A secondary reason for the project,
Hershfield noted, was that the building was
originally opened as the south end branch
of Talmud Torah (the synagogue component
was added in 1954 – a couple of years after
the school opened – when the congregation
of the Adas Yeshurun – popularly known as
the “McGregor shul” relocated from North
Winnipeg) and, since it has been many
years since the building last housed a
school, the congregation no longer has any

need for the unused classrooms.
“Our new synagogue will be more energy

efficient and more affordable,” Hershfield
said.

The congregation originally announced a
fundraising campaign in the winter of
2012. The stated goal was to raise some-
where between $1.5 and $2 million to tear
down the current structure and replace it
with a smaller building on one level.

The second chapter began last summer
(2013) when the Herzlia board
approached the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg with an offer to turn over owner-
ship of its building and land to the federa-
tion. In return, the federation would help
with the cost of replacing the worn-out
boilers and generally upgrading the build-
ing. The payoff for the Federation was the
possibility of opening a second daycare in
the building to house children for whom

Is the huge drop in Gray Academy enrolment a one-time aberration or is the start of a trend?
By BERNIE BELLAN

In our October 1 issue Myron Love reported on the
rather significant drop in enrolment at the Gray
Academy this school year – from 590 at this time last
year to only 510 this year.

In our last issue (October 15) I reported on the true
size of Winnipeg’s Jewish population, which I said, was
considerably less than what our Jewish Federation has
been telling us is the case. I reported that, according to
the National Household Survey of 2011 only 10,550
respondents indicated they were Jewish by religion,
while 11,750 indicated they were Jewish by ethnic ori-
gin. (The comparable figures in 2001, by way of contrast
were 12,660 who said they were Jewish by religion and
14,420 by ethnic origin.)

In response to both the precipitous drop in enrolment
at the Gray Academy , and the finding that our Jewish
population in Winnipeg is much less than what our
Jewish Federation has been reporting, I met with five
individuals on October 13 at the Gray Academy: Rory
Paul, Gray Academy Head of School, and Lori Binder,
Associate Head of School ;along with three members of
that school’s board: Tracy Kasner Graves, Sean Shore,
and Diane Shindelman.

The purpose of our meeting was to discuss possible
reasons for the very large drop in enrolment at the Gray
Academy this year. 

Prior to our meeting I had had a phone conversation
with Rory Paul during which he mentioned that, tradi-
tionally, the Gray Academy has aimed to enrol approxi-
mately one-third of Jewish school-age children in
Winnipeg. At the outset of our meeting on October 13 I
referred to data that I had produced which showed there
had been a substantial drop in Winnipeg’s Jewish popu-
lation between 2001-2011; therefore, I said to the other
attendees at that meeting, it is quite possible to deduce
that the school had actually been attracting a much
higher percentage of Jewish students than had been tar-
geted – somewhere in the area of 38-40 percent, rather
than simply 33 percent.

The question why there was such a sudden drop this past
year though, still remained. During the course of the meet-
ing several facts emerged, some of which have already been
reported in this paper. The single most striking fact was that
50 students left the school since September, 2013 as a result
of a member of a family moving to take advantage of a bet-
ter job opportunity in another city. During the course of our
meeting Paul expanded upon this fact, noting that, of those
50 students, 11 students came from just three families alone
– an unprecedented occurrence. 

In addition, Paul noted, last year’s Grade 12 class had
been exceptionally large and this year’s kindergarten class
is exceptionally small. Nonetheless, I remarked that there
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Plans to demolish synagogue and replace
it with a new building shelved

Federal and provincial politicians step in to try
and save Gwen Secter Centre
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By BERNIE BELLAN
In our October 15 issue I

previewed the talk that Lynda
Fishman was going to deliver
at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue on Thursday,
October 24th. In that article I
told the story how Lynda, at
the age of 13, suffered the
calamitous loss of her mother
and two younger sisters in a
1970 plane crash. (You can
still read that article online at jewishpostand-
news.ca).

Her appearance here was sponsored by the
Jewish Child and Family Service and Shaarey
Zedek Congretation.

During her actual talk to more than 250
individuals this past Thursday, Lynda recount-
ed the events surrounding that tragic acci-
dent, along with the lessons that she has
learned since then in dealing with loss - whe-
her that loss is of a loved one through death
or illness (including the gradual loss that
results from dementia), or loss of a different
nature, such as loss of a job.

A gifted speaker, Fishman  is able to main-
tain the audience’s attention without having
to refer to notes as she reveals the degree not
only to which her life was suddenly torn
apart, but how she was able to learn through
life experience how to persevere and over-
come even the most difficult challenges.

Fishman’s story is told in her book,
Repairing Rainbows, (which is available at
the Jewish Child and Family Service office in
the Asper Campus).

“When we deal with loss we have choices”
is the most important lesson Fishman says she

learned from her own experience.
Yet much of the advice that she

herself was given - and that is often
repeated to individuals who have
suffered loss, such as “Time will
heal”, Fishman finds offensive, she
says.

“What you will find”, rather than
healing, she claims, “is a new nor-
mal.” Most important, she urges, is
saying: “I’m going to pursue happi-
ness”.

To that end, Fishman offers eight “happi-
ness-inducing choices”:

1. Surround yourself with optimistic, happy
people - “Don’t water the weeds, water the
flowers”, is how she puts it.

2. Stay busy and continue to learn and
grow.

3. Help others and reach out and make a
difference to other. (Fishman herself noted
that she was fulfilling her own advice by
coming to Winnipeg and giving her talk.)

4. Exprss gratitude - some people who are
“weeds”, she suggests, “are never grateful
enough”.

5. Look ahead and don’t look back.
6. Have faith and trust in God and have

patience.
7. Spend time with animals.
8. Choose positive thoughts - “You can’t

live a positive life with a negative mind,” she
notes. 

Following Fishman’s talk she answered
questions from the audience and signed
books for a very long time. There were also a
series of booths set up in the synagogue audi-
torium from various organizations offering
advice on healing and dealing with loss.

Joy Smith and Gord Mackintosh step into fight to save Gwen Secter Centre
By BERNIE BELLAN 

Kildonan-St. Paul Member of Parliament Joy
Smith and St. Johns Member of the Legislature
(and provincial Cabinet Minister) Gord
Mackintosh have expressed anger over the pro-
posed sale of Gwen Secter Centre. In an e-mail
sent to me on Monday, October 20 from Gord
Mackintosh’s office, it was stated that: “The pro-
posed sale is utterly unacceptable (emphasis
mine) because of its impact on so many. We
have met with the NCJW to understand their
financials and rationale and to challenge their
approach and we are now meeting with the
Jewish Federation to determine its position,
role and options. When we have received fur-
ther information about the circumstances that
have led to this point we will publicly com-
ment.”

We also received an e-mail last week from
David Kroft, President of the Jewish Federation
(which was actually written by Adam Bronstone, new CEO of the

Jewish Federation,
Bronstone admitted
to me, as David Kroft
doesn’t subscribe to
this paper), in which
the Federation clear-
ly disassociates itself
from any attempt to
prevent the sale of
the Gwen Secter
Centre. You can read
that e-mail in its
entirety in the Letters
to the Editor on page
5.

In response to
Bronstone’s e-mail I

sent him the following e-mail: “The only ques-
tion that I’m interested in having answered is
why does the National Council of Jewish
Women have to sell the building?

“Everything else that David Kroft refers to in
that letter to me is totally irrelevant.”

Bronstone replied: “That is a question that
can only be answered by NCJW. We are deal-
ing with the issue of the fact that the building
is going to be sold and the plan of working to
ensure programming for our seniors…”

Finally, we received an e-mail from Cindy
Lazar, President of the Winnipeg branch of
National Council of Jewish Women (which
can also be read on page 5 of this issue).
Again, in Lazar’s e-mail, she contends that

National Council needs to sell the building. In
a series of follow-up e-mails I pointed out that
the Gwen Secter Centre is entirely self-suffi-
cient and that it doesn’t cost NCJW a cent to
operate the building. I wrote: “But if all the

expenses are being borne by the Gwen Secter Centre itself, and you’re
a non-profit organization, then why do you even need any rent to be
paid in the first place?”

Lazar responded: “It costs money to operate.” 
I then wrote: “But Gwen Secter is paying for all the operating

expenses itself. It’s not costing National Council of Jewish women any-
thing.”

To which, Lazar responded: “National Council needs to operate and
program and serve the community.”

Ay, there’s the rub. In a May, 2012 press release, the National
Council of Jewish Women clearly stated that they needed to sell the
Gwen Secter Centre for their “next big project” (emphasis mine).

Here is what that press release said, in part: ‘It is NCJW’s intention
to sell the building at 1588 Main Street, and to use the sales proceeds
to fund its “next big project”. The NCJW Board has commenced its
strategic planning process, and is excited at the prospect of being able
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Yiddish at Gwen Secter

Gwen Secter continues to expand its
program repertoire by offering an exten-
sion to the currently very popular Yiddish
Reading Circle. Professor Itay Zutra from
the department of Judaic Studies,
University of Manitoba will lead a series
entitled Yiddish Culture in Europe and
North America in 7 easy lessons.

The program takes place every first
Thursday of the month after the regular
meeting of the Reading Circle.

The community at large is encouraged
to attend this educational opportunity to
learn more about our heritage.

This program is just one of many cul-
tural, educational and social activities
provided in north Winnipeg by the Gwen
Secter Creative Living Centre.

Please come and join us or for more
information call 204-339-1701.

JOY SMITH
Kildonan-St. Paul

Member of
Parliament 

GORD
MACKINTOSH

St. Johns Member
of the Legislature 

Continued on page 8. See “Politicians”.

Lynda Fishman offers tips on dealing with loss

LYNDA FISHMAN

Two non-Jewish politicans apparently com-
ing to the aid of the Gwen Secter Centre
while the NCJW and our own Jewish
Federation work to dismantle it.
Does that make sense?
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Yom Tov attendance for 2014 holds steady
By MYRON LOVE 

Attendance at High Holiday services this year seems to be little
changed from last year. Just under 50% of our community members
(based on the 2011 census figures for those who identify as Jewish
by religion) attended services at some point somewhere during Rosh
Hasanah and Yom Kippur.

And while there was some decline in some venues, there were
increases in the number of worshippers at others.

Ian Staniloff, the executive director of the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, Winnipeg’s largest congregation, reports that the
Shaarey Zedek’s Yom Tov numbers was perhaps a little higher this
year than last year. “We attracted a few new people,” he says.

“We have been in touch with other Conservative synagogues in
North America,” he says. “Attendance seems to have increased at
Yom Tov for many of them. Perhaps it has to do with world events
that are causing people to rediscover their Judaism.”

Last year, the Shaarey Zedek budgeted for about 1,500 congre-
gants at Yom Tov. The Shaarey Zedek traditionally has two Rosh
Hashonah services each day to accommodate the synagogue’s large
number of congregants. For the second year, Shaarey Zedek sold
individual day tickets rather than the three-day (Rosh Hashonah and
Yom Kippur) package in cases, for example where worshippers were
planning on being out of town for part of Yom Tov or were otherwise
not able to come for all three days.

Congregation Etz Chayim, our community’s second largest con-
gregation, registered a slight decline once again in Yom Tov atten-
dance. “It’s the way we have been trending,” says executive director
Jonathan Buchwald. “We had just under 1,000 people, about 45
fewer than last year. It’s about what we expected.”

In years past, Rabbi Neal and Carol Rose traditionally held their
alternative service in the lower level at Etz Chayim. The service
drew about 100 worshippers. Some of the congregants put together
the service without the Roses (who recently moved to St.Louis). The
service this year attracted about 60 on short notice.

At the Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue, the only other Conservative
synagogue in the North End, treasure Murray Greenfield reports that
attendance was down about 5%. That’s not too bad, he notes, con-
sidering the number of members who have passed away or moved
to the Shaftesbury (which hosted Rosh Hashonah and Yom kippur
services for its residents in-house). Last year’s attendance at the
Chevra Mishnayes was just under 200.

Among our community’s Orthodox synagogues, the Herzlia-Adas
Yeshurun in River Heights has the largest congregation. Attendance
this year was about 250, about the same as last year. 

“We have a loyal following,” says Dr. Earl Hershfield, the congre-
gation’s president. 

Chabad also reported standing room only in its fourth Yom Tov in
its River Heights building. Chabad doesn’t have any official mem-
bership but Rabbi Yaacov Simmonds reports close to 500 were in
attendance overall. “We are growing from year to year,” he says.
“We have standing room only.”

The Chavurat Tefilah, Ashkenazi and Talmud Torah congregations
in the north end between them attracted slightly more than 100 peo-
ple for Yom Tov, numbers which are declining a little from year to
year. 

Temple Shalom, our community’s only Reform Congregation,
reports that attendance was down a little for Rosh Hashanah (about
130) but full for Yom Kippur (over 200). 

Shir Tikvah, which holds services only on Rosh Hashanah and
Yom Kippur, attracted about 150 or so worshippers. “We had more
people than last year,” says Sharon Bronstone, Shir Tikvah’s leader.
“Every year, we have a few new people.” The congregation was
formed in the aftermath of the merger of the three major North
Winnipeg synagogues (Rosh Pina, Beth Israel and Bnay Abraham in
2002). The Yom Tov services are held at the Viscount Gort Hotel. 

Yom Tov services are also held at the Simkin Centre/Sharon Home.
The services, led by Steven Hyman, have been adapted and short-
ened for the convenience of the residents. Cindy Greenlay, the cen-
tre’s manager of Therapeutic Recreation, reports that many families
attend the Sharon Home services to be with their parents and that
there are a number of people who continue to come even though
they no longer have family in the home.

“We had 250-260 people attending this year,” she says. “We also
had three times as many people for Neelah (the closing service at
Yom Kippur) as we did last year.”

There is one more option for members of the community seeking
an alternative Yom Tov service. Camp Massad holds a Rosh
Hashanah service every year at the camp site just north of Winnipeg
Beach on the second day of Rosh Hashonah.

“We had about 165 people for our informal service,” says Massad
executive director Daniel Sprintz. “We have a good, solid group, with
a few new people every year. Next year is our 20th anniversary having
Yom Tov services. We hope to have 200 in attendance next year.” 



Does bad news crowd out good news in
this newspaper? I suppose it does in many
respects – as it does in almost newspaper. 

So, for instance, when we report that the
Gray Academy has suffered a substantial drop
in enrolment this school year, as we do on
page 1, does that cast an unnecessarily large
shadow over all the good work that school
has accomplished over the years? We’ve

never run screaming headlines trumpeting increases in enrolment for
the Gray Academy, although in a check back to past issues I see that
we’ve always been quite objective in reporting enrolment figures.

This year, however, as I noted in our last issue, losing 80 students is
just too significant a number to pretend that it’s nothing out of the
ordinary. That is why I readily agreed to meet with Gray Academy
Head of School Rory Paul and four other individuals from the school
a couple of weeks ago. We had a healthy discussion about the state of
the school and what factors might have contributed to the much larg-
er-than-normal departure of so many students.

One of the topics we discussed is how parents feel about the amount
of Jewish content that the school delivers. According to a survey which
I was shown that reflected the views of a good proportion of students’
parents, most were satisfied with the amount and type of Jewish con-
tent that is being delivered by the school.

Yet, if a good many students (40) left the school either to attend pub-
lic school or other private schools, then Jewish content cannot be all
that important to the parents of those students who left. That has led
me to wonder about other institutions in this community that have
also been facing similar quandaries when it comes to attempting to
retain existing memberships and attract new faces at the same time.

The examples that spring to mind most readily are: the Rady JCC,
Gwen Secter Centre, and Aleph Bet Daycare. In each case what start-
ed out as an organization whose primary purpose was to cater to a
predominantly Jewish constituency has had to adapt to a changing
demographic situation and reach out to a non-Jewish audience. The
Rady JCC has been quite successful in finding a balance between serv-
ing a specifically Jewish audience while, at the same time, attracting
a huge number of non-Jews as well. Of course, the vast majority of
those non-Jews are joining the Rady JCC because of its excellent ath-
letic and recreational facilities, but some of those non-Jews are also
interested in the terrific cultural programming that the Rady also
offers.

I had first-hand experience of this when I was leading the discussion
at our first meeting of the “People of the Book” club that I helped to
initiate at the Rady three years ago. We were discussing the very
raunchy book This is Where I Leave You and while I was the only male
there, I had no way of knowing whether everyone there was Jewish.
One woman, who had been offering terrific insights into the book dur-

ing the discussion,
somewhat apologeti-
cally asked whether it
was all right whether
she could comment
on one particular
aspect of the discus-
sion that related to a
specifically Jewish
theme of the book,
noting that she wasn’t
Jewish.

“Of course,” we all
answered. It hadn’t
occurred to me that
anyone who wasn’t
Jewish would shy
away from attending
our book club, yet I
wasn’t sure that non-
Jews would be inter-
ested in attending
something called
“The People of the
Book” club. (I’m not
crazy about that title,
by the way. It sounds
a little presumptuous
to me, but if it works,
well then, go with it, I
say.) In the same way,
much of the other cul-
tural programming at
the Rady JCC might

be attracting a number of non-Jews. Frankly, I don’t know whether
there’s any way of determining that other than anecdotally.

Still, in the same way that the Rady JCC has been able to expand its
membership by reaching out beyond the traditional membership base
that one would expect a Jewish community centre to have, the Gwen
Secter Centre has also, especially in recent years, managed to fashion
an eclectic program of events that can readily attract a large non-
Jewish constituency. 

Whether it’s their exercise programs, speakers’ series, or any of their
recreational programs, the Gwen Secter Centre has become much
more than simply a Jewish community centre over the years. That’s
why I find it so frustrating when I communicate with certain individu-
als who seem to regard Gwen Secter as a “Jewish” community centre
– and one whose fate should be determined only by Jewish organiza-
tions, including the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. (And let’s not kid
ourselves: Despite the Jewish Federation’s insistence that the future of
the Gwen Secter Centre lies entirely in the hands of the National
Council of Jewish Women, that position is entirely disingenuous. If the
Jewish Federation were to step into this situation in a pro-active man-
ner, as it did two years ago when it was able to obtain a delay in the
NCJW’s plan to sell the building that houses the Gwen Secter Centre,
it could do the same thing again - if it were willing to do so.)

Then again, Gwen Secter is a “north end” community centre as
much as it is a “Jewish” community centre – which is the reason that
Member of Parliament Joy Smith and Member of the Legislature Gord
Mackintosh are so angry at the thought that the centre may be closed
in another year and a half. I find it so ironic that two non-Jews are now
determined to fight to keep Gwen Secter in its current location, while
our own Jewish Federation seems absolutely sanguine over the
prospect of its closing. (And yes, I know that the Federation thinks it’s
fine simply to move Gwen Secter south, but since no one has offered
any compelling reason why the building should be sold, other than
the National Council of Jewish Women wanting to do that for reasons
that organization has yet to explain, one wonders why the Federation
is so blasé about an issue that matters so much to so many seniors,
Jews and non-Jews alike. Perhaps if there were fewer lawyers on our
Federation board and more seniors, then the Federation wouldn’t be
taking such a legalistic, hands-off approach to this issue.)

But, to return to the original point of this particular piece – the Gray
Academy - as I began to think more about what’s happening at that
school, the thought occurred to me that perhaps the future well-being
of that school will depend on reaching out to the parents who are cur-
rently sending their children to the Hebrew Bilingual program at
Brock Corydon School. In addition, last week I received an unsigned
letter  telling me to take a good look at how many Jewish students are
now attending St. John’s Ravenscourt. Actually, I had put that very
question to the new Head of School at Ravenscourt, a very nice chap
by the name of Jim Keefe, who is himself very new to the school, when
I was researching my story about the drop in enrolment at the Gray
Academy. I wasn’t surprised when Keefe told me that he had no idea
how many Jewish students attend the school, nor would he divulge
that information even if he were aware of the figure. But that unsigned
letter led me to wondering whether there had been a larger-than-nor-
mal movement of Gray Academy students to Ravenscourt this past
September. I was told by someone who is in a position to know that a
very large number of Grade 8 students from Gray had indeed moved
to Ravenscourt this year for Grade 9. In fairness though, Rory Paul
claims that “only eight or nine students” had left Gray to attend either
Ravenscourt or St. Paul’s High School, so I’m not sure where the truth
about this really lies.

The point remains, however, that distasteful as the thought might
seem to some, perhaps the Gray Academy ought to consider offering
an education track that would appeal to parents who aren’t quite as
concerned with the “Jewish” aspect of their children’s education.
Again, as with other Jewish institutions in this city, attracting individ-
uals who aren’t as concerned with the Jewish identity of that insitution
has led to them surviving and flourishing in changing times.

On a final note, once again I need to apologize for a major gaffe I
committed in the last issue. Many readers were left scratching their
heads when they took a look at page 1 of the October 15 issue and
saw the side boxes on the right side that referred to five different sto-
ries – none of which were in that issue. Of course what I had done is
forget to change those boxes. My excuse is that it was Thanksgiving
and I was finishing putting out the paper entirely by myself. Normally
I have someone to catch my mistakes – such as that one – before the
paper goes to print – but it was a long weekend so I had to rely on
myself to get the job done right. As anyone who knows me can attest
– that was a serious mistake. I’m told there were innumerable phone
calls from readers asking where those stories were. At least I know that
our readers are ready to pounce when I err, which is quite often, as
you are probably used to finding out by now.
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had still been a significant move-
ment of students from the Gray
Academy to other Winnipeg
schools, as even without the 50

students whose families left the city, there were still 40 other students
who are now attending different schools. 

Paul indicated that “eight or nine students” had left to attend private
schools – either St. John’s Ravenscourt or St. Paul’s High School. (It
occurs to me that perhaps if the Gray Academy were to change its
name to the St. Gerry (as in Gray) Academy it might be able to attract
more students, but that’s just the sort of irreverent comment that
almost got me booted of out of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate when I was
a student there eons ago.)

Paul also commented that a great many parents who had previously
been sending their children to the Gray Academy had this year decid-
ed to send them to neighbourhood schools instead.

Notwithstanding the many factors that contributed to the huge drop
in enrolment at the Gray Academy this year, I wondered whether this
was a on-time blip in the overall trend or whether perhaps, it was the
ominous sign of an entirely new trend. In the graph that I’ve prepared
to go with this story (on page 1)  it is clear that school enrolment had
remained remarkably consistent over the past ten years – until this
year. In fact, other than the drop of 35 students from 2005 to 2006 the
size of the student population had remained extremely stable.

In fact, Paul noted, however, that enrolment at the school had been
as low as 485 students in 2003, so it’s possible that those enrolments
of 600+ that we were seeing for several years were what he described
as a “false economy”, and that we now may be returning to a more
normal – and lower number of students.

The discussion evolved into the area of feedback from parents, i.e.
What are parents telling the Gray Academy are the reasons either for
wanting to send or not send their children there, as the case may be?

Rory Paul explained that, as a matter of course, whenever a family
doesn’t re-register a child, that family is contacted by the school in
order to understand what has led to that decision. He suggested that
the two primary reasons given for withdrawing a student are: 1.
Financial difficulty and 2. Dissatisfaction with the Judaic component
of the curriculum. By dissatisfaction, Paul elaborated, many of the par-
ents who indicated this was a factor in their decision were secular in
their orientation and were worried there was too much emphasis
being placed on the Hebrew component of the curriculum. Finally, as
has already been noted, many parents preferred that their children
attend schools in their neighbourhoods.

Lori Binder explained that there had been a comprehensive survey
sent out to parents of all Gray Academy students last spring, to which
70% of parents responded.

Following are the major findings of that survey:
• 50% of the respondents were paying the maximum level of tuition

for their children, (which is $9,900 for one child)
• the majority of respondents indicated they were “Conservative”,

“Just Jewish”, or “Traditional” in their orientation toward Judaism
• 30% of the respondents were “new Canadians”
• the respondents had predominantly positive impressions of the

school, expressing large-scale satisfaction with such things as incul-
cation of “Jewish development”; “love of Israel”; graduates having
“access to multiple academic options: and students being “able to
apply the Jewish knowledge” they gain.

Finally, when it came to what is the most important factor in choos-
ing the Gray Academy the following reasons were cited: “Warm com-
munity environment; strong secular academics; a balance of general
and Judaic studies”.

Insofar as tuition was an issue, 76 percent of survey respondents
indicated they would apply for financial aid before withdrawing a
child or children from the school.

The question how committed new immigrants to Winnipeg are in
sending their children to the Gray Academy came up during our dis-
cussion. Rory Paul cited various factors in explaining why the com-
mitment of immigrants from Israel may be somewhat less than native
Canadians: 1. They are unaccustomed to paying tuition for school; 2.
Since tuition is income-based and since new immigrants would not
have any tax returns to report until at least the second year they are
here, they would be charged only the minimum tuition for the first
year of school for their children; 3. If they do send their children to the
Gray Academy, two years is often regarded as being “good enough”.

It should be noted, moreover, that the entire question how many
immigrants who may have come to Winnipeg over the past 12-13
years remains largely problematic. As I have noted repeatedly, there is
no good way of tracking that number short of running a statistically
reliable survey of our Jewish population – something which the Jewish
Federation has refused to do, even though Uriel Heilman, the Jewish
Telegraphic Agency’s senior correspondent, suggested that a good sur-
vey could cost as little as $40,000, during a conversation I had with
him last winter following his highly controversial report on the large

number of Israelis who had been coming to Winnipeg.
What is the upshot of all this? It is too early to tell whether the rather

precipitous drop in enrolment at the Gray Academy is an aberration
or whether it is the start of a new trend of declining enrolments for
years to come. One thing is certain, however; unless our Jewish
Federation is willing to spend the time and money required to prop-
erly evaluate the state of our Jewish community – both in terms of its
size, and the depth of its commitment to however you want to identi-
fy Jewish identity these days, it is all but impossible for an institution
such as the Gray Academy to properly plan for the long-term future.
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Further to the crash that killed Lynda Fishman’s 
mother and two sisters

Hi Bernie,
AC 621 was travelling from Montreal- Toronto- Los Angeles (not

coming from Los Angeles) when the plane crashed, (due to pilot
error) as it was attempting to land for a stopover in Toronto. I
remember it well as I, along with my friend Steven Finkleman were
almost on it. 
Lawrie Marmel
Air Canada Retiree

NCJW: Further to Gwen Secter Centre
To the Editor,
After supporting seniors’ services in the community for 65 years,

National Council is pleased that the Federation has stepped in to
take a leadership role in this very important area.  This transition
began in 2012 when Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre, the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg and NCJW all entered into an
agreement (as set out in a joint press release) by which NCJW
agreed to extend Gwen Secter’s rent-free use of 1588 Main Street
until 2016 and Federation agreed to provide assistance with strate-
gic planning to the Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre.  NCJW is
confident that the excellent programming carried out by GSCLC
will continue in the future, as it has in the many locations it and
its predecessors have used in the last 65 years.
National Council of Jewish Women of Canada, Winnipeg Section

The Jewish Federation responds to criticism 
re Gwen Secter Centre

To The Editor, 
In response to the recent articles concerning the future of Gwen

Secter and the silence of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg on this
issue, I am writing to inform both the publisher of the Jewish Post
& News and the community of a number of Federation-led devel-
opments pertaining to this matter. First, over the past several years,
Federation lay leadership and senior staff have had numerous pro-
ductive meetings with the leadership, staff and members of Gwen
Secter and National Council of Jewish Women with respect to the
issue of the future of Gwen Secter, one of the beneficiary agencies
of the Federation. Of late, Federation staff has been meeting with
a number of agencies involved in the delivery of senior services in
the community in order to develop a comprehensive and collabo-
rative plan with respect to services for ALL of the seniors of our
community, regardless of age, location or need. All of these meet-
ings have been productive, as well as a recent renewal of the
Coalition on Aging, a gathering of many organizations of this com-
munity who deliver services to seniors. Every organization around
this table, including the Federation, is committed to providing crit-
ical programming and service assistance to the seniors of our com-
munity, with great dignity and respect. The Federation’s public
silence is not reflective of the organization’s tireless work behind
the scene on this and many other related issues in order to find the
best solutions to the needs of the community, given present and
future demographic trends. These conversations and meetings, led
by the Federation, have been productive and successful in bring
many groups to the table.
With thanks,
David Kroft
President, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg
With thanks,
Adam Bronstone
Chief Executive Officer
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg

Drop in enrolment
Continued from page 1.



Former Winnipegger Ilana
Ben Ari has followed a mean-
dering path to success as a
social entrepreneur. Since
leaving Winnipeg in 2001,
her life’s journey has taken
her to Montreal, London
(England), and Helsinki en
route to settling in Toronto,
where she has opened up
shop as the creator and
designer of a new line of toys
that are intended to teach
21st Century skills such as
empathy, failure, creativity and collaboration.

Over the past two years, Ben Ari and her company, “Twenty One
Toys”, has garnered a large amount of publicity worldwide – includ-
ing a write-up in Time Magazine as the creator of one of six new tech-
nologies that “will shape the classrooms of the future”- and won
numerous awards. “We received three awards in just one week,” she
says.

She reports that her most recent honour was to be named an Ariane
De Rothschild Fellow – one of only two from Canada – in July. As such
she was invited to join the other Fellows from all over North America
and Europe to study at Cambridge University for two weeks in August.

“Our toys are in over 500 homes, schools (including the Gray
Academy and St. John’s High School here) and offices in 31 countries
and we still have a ways to go,” she says.

She adds that the newly opened Canadian Museum for Human
Rights is planning on carrying the Empathy Toys in its boutique.

“My family and community in Winnipeg have been a great support
in spreading the message of the Empathy Toy,” she says. “ Sandy
Hyman was actually the person that initially connected us with St.
John’s High School, and  who is currently running a pilot with 30 of
our toys. Also, my father (and Winnipegger) Marvin Ben-Ari has been
particularly helpful in helping me build this company. Just recently he
helped fly me, and our education lead Ryan, to Winnipeg to attend a
conference with over 90 principals and vice-principals. It was a great
success and we’re looking forward to showcasing the incredible
schools in Winnipeg spearheading new, innovative approaches in
education including the Gray Academy and St. John’s High School.” 

A graduate of Talmud Torah and the Gray Academy, Ben Ari notes
that she has always been creative in a practical way. That led her into
a career in industrial design.

“I had never heard of industrial design when I was in high school.”
she says. “But I have an uncle in London who is an industrial design-
er. He suggested that I might be interested in a career in this field. So
I looked into it.”

After high school here, she enroled in an industrial design program
at Carleton University in Montreal. It was a five-year program with a
year off in fourth year for work experience. During that time, she
worked in Winnipeg for a time for Plastic Buddha, an industrial design
firm that designed coffee tables for Palliser Furniture. 

“Craig Alun Smith, founder of Plastic Buddha was named by
Wallpaper magazine as one of their Top Ten Young Designers
Worldwide,” she says.

After graduation, she first worked for Montreal-based lighting com-
pany Bazz Lighting
which, she says, pro-
vides affordable
lighting for mer-
chandisers such as
Rona and Home
Depot stores – and,
later, Axis Lighting
whose higher end
products light office
buildings and airport
terminals.

While the compa-
ny she was working
for was growing suc-

cessfully, she says that she was
becoming frustrated in her work. “What I really wanted to do was
become involved in a social enterprise business,” she says. “But I did-
n’t know where to start.”

Her starting point turned out to be England. She quit her job in
Montreal and, with a grant, had a year in which to explore her
options. During that time, she attended some business classes. For her
new product, she turned to a toy she had developed for her course at
Carleton and for which she won an award.

“Connexions”, she explains, is an empathy toy - a three-dimension-
al, wooden puzzle intended for two kids to play – blindfolded. One of
the students is presented with a prearranged puzzle and the goal is for
one child to explain to the other how to replicate the model.

After her year of research, she went to England where she worked for
a time for a socially responsive design company. Following that, she
was accepted into a business accelerator program in Helsinki,
Finland, where she was able to explore social entrepreneurship.

“I learned a lot about toy design and marketing,” she says.
In 2012, she came to Toronto and founded “Twenty One Toys”.

Currently, she is operating out of the Centre for Social Innovation, a
coworking space, community, and launchpad for people who are
changing the world for the better. The emphasis is on social innova-
tion.

(Coincidentally, Ilana’s younger sister, Timna, is the executive assis-
tant at the centre.)

Ben-Ari notes that her toy company is “dedicated to teaching cre-
ativity, collaborative learning, innovation and problem solving”.
Connexions is designed to help kids develop empathy and creativity.
It also comes with an 90-page guidebook that offers points of discus-
sion on how empathy relates to a number of larger topics, like team-
work and leadership.

“Because the game was so simple,” she says,” it allows the com-
plexities of the players to shine through. As a result, I was inundated
with an ever-increasing list of applications proposed by the toy’s early
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Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
I would like to express my thanks

to everyone who supported me
during the election.

You helped make it happen and
I am most appreciative.

Sheila (Cookie) Billinghurst
School Trustee,

Pembina Trails, Ward 2

The Power of Music
Alexander Micklethwate, Music Director of the Winnipeg

Symphony Orchestra, will address the annual fundraising dinner
for Outlook, Canada’s progressive Jewish magazine on Monday,
November 17th at the Fort Garry Hotel. He will talk about how
music crosses boundaries and cultures and acts as a unifying
force. Born in Germany, Maestro Micklethwate has conducted in
Atlanta and Los Angeles and was appointed Music Director of the
WSO in 2006. He has raised the orchestra’s profile in our com-
munity through the annual New Music Festival, the Indigenous
Music Festival and this year the WSO performed at the Carnegie
Hall Orchestra Showcase under his baton, the only Canadian
orchestra invited. He is sought as a guest conductor all over the
world and has worked with many of the biggest names in music
today. Tickets are $75 ($40 tax receipt) and can be purchased by
contacting Mark Golden at 204-779-9044, 19-828 Preston Ave.
R3G 0Z4 or m.golden@uwinnipeg.ca Cheques should be made to
Outlook.

Former Winnipegger finds success in toyland
AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Chevra Mishnayes President
MARSHALL KNELLER demonstrat-
ing the synagogue’s new chair lift.

ILANA BEN-ARI
Founder & Lead Designer, “Twenty One Toys” Photo by Laynna Meyler

Continued on next page.
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Who knew that the outcome of that damaging flood that we experienced
would generate a plethora of published articles written by Miral Gabor & Seema
Schachter’s mother, Lee Schachter, za’l. As a newer member of Temple Shalom,
I cannot but wonder at the impressive past of the Temple Shalom Religious
School and the commitment of its founders, parents and educators. We say that
the knowledge of the glorious past of the school helps us build on the present
and is a goal for the future. The newly named Irma Penn School of Jewish
Learning hopes to achieve just that. Here are some overwhelming excerpts of
an article written by Lee about the school. (Ruthie Soudack Maman).

“Did you know that at one time the school attendance was over 100 children?
Classes were held at Ramah School on Lanark, at the Herzlia Synagogue in
1981, and there were second classes at River Heights Junior High School.   The
school then moved to 215 Stafford St. in 1982 with the purchase of Temple
Shalom’s first building with Rabbi Neal Rose as director of education.  A tripling
of enrolment at that time required new blackboards and more school supplies.
A basement room referred to as ‘the dungeon’ by older students, was outfitted
as another overflow classroom.

The tone of the religious school was set out by Rabbi Eric Silver in 1974 when
he said, ‘A quality school, no matter what size, is the one which best serves the
interest of our members , and therefore this should be our primary goal.’  That
has been the ever present goal, a quality school.  Children are taught to affirm
their Jewish identity, to study and cherish Hebrew, to celebrate Shabbat and the
festivals, and to further the cause of justice, freedom and peace.” 

Fri Oct 31 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott & Elaine Saunders
Sat Nov 1 12pm Yoga Shalom
Wed Nov 5 1:30pm Health & Well Being Program
Fri Nov 7 7:30pm Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Sat Nov 8 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat Nov 8 7:30pm Coffee House - TBA
Fri Nov 14 7:30pm Shabbat Peace Service led by Ruth Livingston 

with Janet Pelletier-Goetze
Sat Nov 15 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat Nov 15 8pm- 1am “The Music of MoTown” Social Fundraiser 
Thu Nov 20 TBA Visit to the Human Rights Museum with Rabbi Karen
Fri Nov 21   5:15pm Children’s Welcome to Shabbat Program with 

Rabbi Karen
Fri Nov 21 7:30pm Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen with Cantor Len
Sat Nov 22 10am Torah Study with Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat Nov 22 12pm Yoga Shalom
Sat Nov 22 4pm The Joseph Chronicles with Rabbi Karen Soria
Sat Nov 22 7:30pm Adult Ed & Havdalah - Part 2 of the Documentary 

“The Story of the Jews” with Rabbi Karen Soria
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Did you know that ...........
From the archives of Temple Shalom written by

Lee Schachter za’l.
testers including corporate lead-
ership training, conflict resolu-

tion, marriage counseling and design thinking exercises.”
Her first major order, she says, was for 30 sets for the Dufferin Peel

Catholic School Board in Toronto in 2012. “As a result of that sale,”
she says, “we felt that we should focus our messaging on the K-12
education market. That order also permitted us to hire an in-house
educator to frame the value of the toy in teacher-speak, and an amaz-
ing web designer to help spread that message to the world. “Late last
year,” she says, “we managed to sell pre-orders of the Empathy Toy to
educators in 31 countries through a successful Kickstarter campaign.
We raised over $53,000 through pre-orders to start production on
1,000 Empathy Toy sets.

“We are almost sold out. The money we raised has been invested in
mass- production, which will dramatically reduce the cost of the toys,
and has presented another set of challenges to solve – but that’s what
makes my work so rewarding.”

Ben Ari reports that her company’s next product is a toy that teach-
es failure. “We are also developing an at-home version of the Empathy
Toy because we found that many teachers were taking the toys home
to play with their spouses and children,” she says.
Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue invests in chair lift
The Chevra Mishnayes Synagogue – “the little shul that could” – on

Jefferson has long had a problem with too many stairs. On entering
the shul, you either have to go up a flight of stairs to the sanctuary or
down a flight to the auditorium/small chapel/kitchen. Older members
who are using walkers or are in wheelchairs have had to stop attend-
ing because they couldn’t navigate the stairs.

Last month, the congregation solved the stair problem when it intro-
duced a chair lift which can accommodate a wheelchair. “We looked
into building an elevator,” says Murray Greenfield, the congregation’s
treasurer. “That would have cost us between $250,000 and $300,000,
including major construction. The chair lift cost us just $18,000.” 

Marshall Kneller, the synagogue’s long time president (and Ilana Ben
Ari’s uncle), reports that the congregation installed the chair lift on
September 11, two days before a bat mitzvah at the synagogue. “One
of the guests was invited to the bat mitzvah is in a wheelchair,” he
notes. “She wouldn’t have been able to attend without the chair lift.”

The chair lift can lift people with handicaps up the outside steps as well.
Kneller notes that the synagogue also now has two wheelchairs

available thanks to donations (of the wheelchairs) by Paul Winestock
and Rube Helman.

Continued from previous page.



Chesed Shel Emes takes Death Café concept to non-Jewish community
By MYRON LOVE

On Wednesday, October 22, about 50 people
gathered at by St. Marks Lutheran Church in
south Winnipeg to talk about death and dying.
Divided into groups of five to eight, participants
discussed and debated subjects such as assisted
suicide, the nature of the soul and belief in an
afterlife. Individuals spoke about the deaths of
parents or children and how it affected them.
Some also spoke about their own potentially fatal
illnesses.

The evening was all part of Winnipeg’s fifth
Death Café. What was different this time is that
the conversation brought together members of
both this city’s Christian and Jewish communities.
Previous Death Cafés have been confined largely
to the Jewish community.

In introducing the concept to participants, Rena Boroditsky, the
executive director of the Chesed Shel Emes (Winnipeg’s non-profit

Jewish funeral chapel, which co-sponsored
the evening), explained that the Death Café is
an international movement that began in
Europe with the objective of increasing
awareness of death with a view to helping
people make the most of their lives. The for-
mat, she noted, allows people to come togeth-
er to talk about death and dying in an informal
social setting.

The Shaarey Zedek Synagogue played host
to Winnipeg’s first Death Café (which was co-
sponsored by the Chesed)lLast January. “We
had a very positive response to the evening,”
says Rena. “We thought maybe 15 people
might show up. We had 60 people partici-
pate.”

The Chesed has co-sponsored three more Death Café evenings in
the Jewish community since then and all have been equally well
attended, Boroditsky reports. 

She adds that Winnipeg’s Death Cafés may have been the first in
Canada to be hosted by a Jewish community. The most recent was co-
sponsored by the Manitoba Interfaith Council.

The connection with the Manitoba Interfaith Council, she says,
came about through Death Café organizing committee member Ben
Berkal. Berkal used to work at the Victoria Hospital and became
acquainted with the chaplains at the hospital who are responsible for
spiritual care.

Boroditsky notes that she advertised the program with the Interfaith
Council online and in a local New Age newspaper. 

She observes that the Death Café concept – talking about death and
dying, over coffee and pastry – is a non-denominational, non-profit
activity that has appeal for people from all religious traditions.

The format for this interfaith Death Café was slightly different than
previous sessions, she points out. 

The evening began with a presentation from one of the participants
on how losing a son to sudden death, having a daughter with ALS and
his own cancer diagnosis four years ago impacted his own views on
life and death.

The evening as always concluded with facilitators at each table sum-
marizing the discussions around the tables.

For readers who may be interested in attending future Death Cafes,
contact Rena at 204 582-5088 or online at www.meetup.com/death-
cafe-winnipeg-relaxed-conversaation-about-end-of-life.
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Do you sit at a desk all day and a couch all night? Our sedentary lifestyle  
contributes to poor posture (and in turn back aches and other ailments), but 
you can work on it with these daily tips and corrective exercises.

Daily Posture Tips

• Break up seated time every 20 minutes by standing up and rolling the  
shoulder back 5-10 times
• Walk and sit tall with shoulders down and back with your chest out
• Keep chin tucked in with a tall neck

Corrective Exercises 

Chest stretch:
Using a door jam or the corner of two walls, stand tall with shoul-
ders down and back. Place forearms on the door jam or the two 
intersecting walls. Elbows should be bent close to 90 degrees. 
Upper arm should be slightly lower than shoulder height. Step 
through the door or into the corner with one leg maintaining a 
tall posture. You should feel a stretch across your chest and front 
of the shoulders. Hold stretch for 30 seconds and repeat for 2-3 
sets.

Founder:
Stand with your feet wider than shoulder width apart and hinge at the hips, 
pushing your butt toward the wall behind you. Arms are extended behind you 
with the palms facing forward. Weight is on your heels, 
knees slightly bent and in line with your ankles. With 
your chest up, squeeze the shoulder blades together. 
From here, lift arms slowly above your head and hold for 
5-10 seconds. 

As you reach further above and away from your head, 
push your hips back behind you further increasing the 
contraction of the hamstrings, glutes, and low back. Slowly lower arms back 
to starting position and repeat three more times. With each rep lift your arms 
higher and reach your hips back further. 

Watch the video demonstration at YouTube.com/RadyJCC

 204.477.7535   •   radyjcc.com  •  123 Doncaster Street

Balance good posture with regular exercise! Make an  
appointment with one of our qualified fitness professionals to 
ensure your fitness program is giving you the most benefit in 
and out of the gym. Call the Sports Desk at 204-477-7535.

Mark Spencer
Rady JCC Director of Fitness & Health

Poor Posture Got You Down?

Death Cafe participants at St. Marks
Lutheran Church

to contribute to the community in a
new way, and to tackle a different
area of perceived need. Anyone
interested in helping NCJW to map

out its next philanthropic project is welcome to contact the NCJW
office at (204) 339-7291.”

We have attempted repeatedly to find out what that “next big pro-
ject” is. It does seem strange that, more than two years after
announcing it needs funds for its “next big project”, NCJW still has-
n’t disclosed what that project is. Further, one has to wonder about
the merits of destroying one organization in order to further the neb-
ulous and undefined goals of another organization.

In an e-mail sent to Adam Bronstone on October 23rd, I wrote, in
part: “Finally, it appears that the plan for the provision of senior ser-
vices to which you’ve referred in your e-mails to me on two occa-
sions was predicated on the Gwen Secter Centre moving south into
a new Herzlia building. Now that plans to rebuild the Herzlia have
collapsed, does that not mean that the Jewish Federation’s ‘plan’
(which I doubt even really exists) for senior services) is moot?

“What I find particularly galling about this entire imbroglio is that
NCJW never intended to derive revenue from the Gwen Secter
Centre, until two years ago. Gwen Secter never paid rent to NCJW,
Gwen Secter is self-sustaining - NCJW doesn’t put a cent into its
upkeep, but NCJW is looking to score a huge financial windfall over
the sale of a building that has received a significant amount of fund-
ing from non-Jewish sources.

“I would hope that the Jewish Federation would reconsider its posi-
tion in light of the changed circumstances and would work to keep
Gwen Secter in its present location. “

It now appears that the fight to keep the Gwen Secter Centre alive
will depend on the extent to which Joy Smith, M.P., and Gord
Mackintosh, M.L.A. are prepared to use their considerable resources
to bring pressure on both the NCJW and the Jewish Federation to
change their positions. Wouldn’t it be ironic if two non-Jews step in
to save the Gwen Secter Centre, while Jewish organizations fight to
dismantle it, even though it’s not costing those organizations a cent
to maintain?

Politicians
(Continued from page 2.)



Rabbi Joseph Telushkin: “One of the 50 best speakers in the U.S.”

So during those first
moments of the day,
which are yours and
yours alone, you can
circumvent these
boundaries and con-
centrate fully on spiri-
tual matters. And this
gives you the oppor-
tunity to plan the
time management of the entire day.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin calls Rebbe Menachem Mendel
Schneerson (1902-1994), who assumed the leadership of
Chabad in 1951 and held it until his death, an extraordi-
nary figure.

The author of REBBE: The Life and Teachings of
Menachem M. Schneerson, the Most Influential Rabbi in
Modern History (HarperWave/HarperCollins Publishers
hardcover 624 pages $29.99 2014), Rabbi Telushkin will
be a featured speaker on Wednesday, November 19 at the fifth annu-
al Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture and Jewish Book Fair at the Rady
JCC.

“Whether you are a believer, an admirer or a respectful skeptic, you
will learn much from this deep and accessible account of a truly great
man by a great writer,” wrote Alan M. Dershowitz, professor emeritus,
Harvard Law School, and author of Taking the Stand, in a recent
review of Rabbi Telushkin’s book.

“The Harvard Business School should do a case study of the remark-
able ‘business plan’ designed by the Rebbe to promote Jewish values
throughout the world.”

Born in Ukraine in 1902, Menachem Mendel Schneerson displayed
his prodigious intellectual abilities early on, says information from
HarperCollins. Fluent in numerous languages and possessing an
incredible memory, he was a gifted scholar in science and mathemat-
ics who trained as an engineer in Berlin and Paris.

This secular schooling would later influence
some of his most innovative idea and contro-
versial stances. But by all accounts, during his
early adulthood, he was a somewhat introvert-
ed person devoted to learning and to a decid-
edly private life with his devoted wife of 60
years, Chaya Mushka.

Rabbi Schneerson was a true sage for our
time, an inspirational leader, scholar, and
teacher. He left a profound spiritual, ethical,
and moral legacy for Jews and non-Jews alike,
observed Rabbi Telushkin, the author of
numerous other bestselling books (Heaven’s
Witness; Words that Hurt, Words That Heal;
Jewish Wisdom; and, Jewish Humor, among
other titles), during a long distance telephone
interview with The Jewish Post & News.

During his presentation here, Rabbi
Telushkin, who was named by Talk Magazine
as one of the 50 best speakers in the United
States, will focus on the seven virtues of the
Rebbe that people can incorporate into their
daily lives regardless of whether they’re reli-
gious or non-religious, or even gentiles.

“Many of us were raised on the expression,
‘Anything worth doing is worth doing well,’”
Rabbi Telushkin explained.

“The Rebbe’s approach is anything worth doing is worth doing now.
I give examples of how that is the approach.”

As much as the Rebbe preached love of one’s fellows and love of
humankind, in general, what was distinctive was that he always
remained focused on the individual, he added.

“So, I’ll also show how that love can be expressed palpably,” said
Rabbi Telushkin.

“When Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, who subsequently became the Chief
Rabbi of Great Britain, was a younger man, he met the Rebbe. And,
he said, ‘I recently found myself in a situation.’ The Rebbe said ‘Don’t
use that expression. Say, rather, I placed myself in a situation because
if you place yourself in one situation then you can also place yourself
in another situation.’ He wanted people to take control of their own
lives.”

Now that’s imparted wisdom–some would call it “common sense.”
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MARTIN ZEILIG

RABBI JOSEPH TELUSHKIN
Photo by Stephen Friedgood

there was no space
at the day care at the
Campus. That plan
largely fell through

when the federation saw the costs that would be
involved.

A few months back, Hershfield announced that
synagogue members have pledged close to
$900,000 to upgrade their shul. How large a
building Herzlia would build, he said, would
depend on the federation and the additional day
care spaces.

“If we have to go on our own, we will build a
smaller shul on one level,” he added. “There are
also other potential sources of funding we can
look into.”

With the Federation having decided to put its
daycare extension somewhere else, the congrega-
tion found itself on its own.

Hershfield reported in an earlier interview that
the price tag for the new 7,000 square foot build-
ing will be about $1.8 million. The new building
would have consisted of the sanctuary, a library,
offices and a party room.

“We hope to cover the cost by fundraising as
well as possibly selling part of our land,” he said.
“We will have to take out a mortgage to make up
the difference.”

He reported that the work of demolishing the
existing building was going to begin right after
Sukkot. Instead, the congregation has decided to
install a new heating and air conditioning system
in the very near future and later renovate the
kitchen and then the sanctuary.

The congregation numbers just under 100 mem-
ber families. “Our membership has remained sta-
ble over the past five years,” Hershfield says.

Herzlia
Continued from page 1.

Rabbi Telushkin’s book about
the late Rabbi Menachem
Schneerson, leader of the
Lubavitch movement world-
wide, has been called a “deep
and accessible account of a
truly great man by a great
writer” by Alan Dershowitz.



Over 250 people jammed the Berney Theatre Wednesday, October
22nd for a viewing of “Under One Roof” - “Voices of Four Holocaust
Survivors”. (We had an article describing how the film came about in
our Oct. 1 issue.) 

The film featured interviews with two sets of sisters: Rachel Fink and
Regine Frankel (née Rubinfeld); and Carmela Shragge Finkel and Betty
Kirshner (née Shragge). Interspersed with the interviews were addi-
tional interviews with Belle Jarniewski of the Freeman Family
Foundation Holocaust Education Centre; James Christie, Dean of the
Faculty of Theology at the University of Winnipeg; and Gina
Chodirker, daughter of Carmela Finkel.

As well, the film contains some vividly re-created dramatizations of
certain experiences that the women endured as children during World
War II, along with actual footage and photographs from that period.

Following the screening of the film there was a question-and-answer
session with the four women, in which they answered questions about
how they endured their long periods of hiding from the Nazis and
their experiences coming to Canada. 

The film was originally made for MTS TV and can be seen on MTS
on Command on that network’s “Stories from Home” series.

“Under One Roof” screened at Asper Campus 
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Community news

5th Annual Global Day of Jewish Learning
Sunday, November 16, 2014, 10:30 am, 

Asper Jewish Community Campus
The Global Day of Jewish Learning unites 400 Jewish commu-

nities in more than 40 countries around the globe to celebrate our
foundational Jewish texts through community based learning. The
guiding values of the Global Day of Jewish Learning are: Fostering
Jewish unity, Empowering individuals through increased Jewish
knowledge, and Creating meaningful shared experiences.

On Sunday November 16, 2014, join the 5th annual Global Day
of Jewish Learning as we study the theme of Heroes and Villains,
Saints and Fools: The People in the Book.

At 10:30 a.m., choose from:

• “Amalek: Remembering the Arch-Enemy of the Jewish 
People.” Dr. Ruth Ashrafi

• “Blessings, Curses, and Talking Donkeys” – Rabbi Ari Ellis

• “Techniques of Jewish Meditation” - Rabbi Alan Green
• This talk is part of the Rady JCC’s Healing Series

• PJ Library family program: “Little Heroes: What Being 
Brave is All About.”

12:00 pm Brunch 

$10 at the door 

For information or to reserve your spot call
Florencia Katz @ 204-480-7559.

baby gets a healthy start.

THE MOTHERING PROJECT
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YOU GIVE
a future gets brighter.

from your street to Main Street and back. 
the whole of our city feels it
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Left-right: RACHEL FINK, filmmaker RANDY GUEST, REGINE
FRANKEL, BELLE JARNIEWSKI, CARMELA SHRAGGE FINKEL, BETTY
KIRSHNER
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz
Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Matan Hermoni (b. 1969) is one of the most

interesting young Israeli writers. Hermoni stud-
ied Yiddish and he is one of a new generation
of Israelis taking Yiddish seriously. In his novels
Hebrew Publishing Company (2011) and Four
Countries (2014), Hermoni brings to life in
contemporary Israeli Hebrew the world of
dead Yiddish writers in New York and Tel Aviv.
The dead Yiddish writers and their eccentric
and free spirited demeanor helps the Israeli
writer find repressed creativity, financial suc-
cess, and love. Hebrew fiction never sounded
so Yiddshlekh. 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The Chavurat tefila is Winnipeg’s northernmost shul
Friday, Oct 31 Candle Lighting:5:49 Schacharis: 9:30 Shabbat

ends: 6:46 Sunday Morning service: 9:00 Thursday morning ser-
vice: 8:00

mincha/maariv service for November 2-6: 5:45
Friday, November 7 Candle lighting: 5:38 Schacharit :9:30

Shabbat ends at 6:35
weekday evening services November 9-13 4:30 
Shabbat ends: 7:25  
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and

McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an informal
setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kad-
dish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Oct. 31 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service

6:00 p.m., candle lighting 5:49 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 1 - Lech-Lecha - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 6:56 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion Class 10:00

a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. Yoga 10:00 a.m. Standard time.
Monday, Nov. 3 - Thursday, Nov. 6 - morning service 7:30 a.m.

Evening service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 4 - Annual meeting 7:00 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service

4:40 p.m., candle lighting 4:37 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 8 - Vayera - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 5:46 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 9 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion Class

10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds 10:30 a.m. Yoga 10:00 a.m. Torah
Fund Brunch 11:00 a.m.

Monday, Nov. 10 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service
6:00 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Evening
service 6:00 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 12-Thursday, Nov. 13 -
morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711;

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, October 31 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 5:51 PM
Shabbat, November 1 – Parashat Lech-Lecha - Morning

Service 9:00 AM; Family Service 10:30 AM; Evening Minyan
6:00 PM; Havdallah 6:49 PM

Friday, November 7 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; General Monash Legion #115
Service of Remembrance 7:30 PM; Candle Lighting 4:39 PM

Shabbat, November 8 – Parashat Vayera - Morning Service
9:00 AM; Kids Have Fun on Shabbat 10:00 AM; Evening
Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 5:38 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday
and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM; Daily Evening Minyan:
Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website
or call the synagogue office.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles,
for over 80 years. Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi
Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m,
and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, October 31 at 5:49 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:50 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week -

LECH LECHA. Mincha service at 5:50 p.m. Shabbat ends at 6:46
p.m.

Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 4:35 p.m. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 7 at 4:38 p.m.

Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:35 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week -

VAYEIRA. Mincha Service at 4:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:35 p.m.
Daily Mincha-Maariv Services at 4:30 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is

invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077
Grant Avenue, will be holding: 

Fri Oct 31 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Service lay led by Elliott &
Elaine Saunders

Sat Nov 1 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom
Wed Nov 5 - 1:30pm - Health & Well Being Program
Fri Nov 7 - 7:30pm - Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Sat Nov 8 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom. Sat Nov 8 - 7:30pm - Coffee

House - TBA

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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The Rady JCC is thrilled to present the fifth annual Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture and Jewish Book Fair. This year’s Festival will feature
world-renowned musicians, award-winning authors, films, a special
photography exhibit and Book Fair all showcasing the best of Jewish
culture. “The Rady JCC is pleased to welcome everyone to the Tarbut:
Festival of Jewish Culture. Our terrific line-up of renowned musicians,
award-winning authors and compelling films is what makes Tarbut,
one of the premier arts events around. Be sure to come and celebrate
the best of Jewish culture at Tarbut,” says Rady JCC Assistant
Executive Director, Tamar Barr. All events will take place at the Rady
JCC, 123 Doncaster Street. 

Tarbut’s diverse 2014 line-up includes:
Michael Greilsammer: Saturday, November 15, 8:00 p.m.

Israeli violinist and singer songwriter Michael Greilsammer has

earned himself the title of the world’s only Jewish reggae violinist. His
lyrical mix of French and Hebrew peppers his music, which is influ-
enced by the rhythms of Bob Marley, Irish pubs, Gypsy camps and the
Arab street. 
Songs of our People: The 1985 Concert CD Launch: Featuring per-
formances by eight Cantors from our community: Sunday, November
16, 2:00 p.m.

This program will feature a concert performed by Cantors Tracy
Kasner-Greaves, Anibal Mass, Len Udow, Michael Eskin, Gerry Daien,
Arky Berkal, Judah Smolack and Richard Yaffe. This concert will
explore cantoral music, then to now. Concert produced by Kinsey
Posen. 

Presented in partnership with The Jewish Heritage Centre
Broadway Musicals: A Jewish Legacy: Sunday, November 16, 7:30 pm 

Narrated by Joel Grey, this film explores the
unique role of Jewish composers and lyricists
in the creation of the modern American
musical. Peabody Award, 2014; Official
Selection, Toronto International Film Festival,
2013. (USA, 2013)
Wunderkinder (Prodigies): Monday,
November 17, 7:30 pm

From the producers of Europa Europa
comes the moving story of three exceptional
child prodigies - two Jewish, one German -
whose innocent world is turned upside
down. Best Feature, Jerusalem Film Festival,
2011; Best Narrative Feature, Palm Springs
International Film Festival, 2012; Best Feature
Film, San Diego Jewish Film Festival, 2012;
Yad Vashem Chairman’s Award, Jerusalem,
2011.(Germany, 2011)
Anna-Lisa Kirby Presents: The Carole King
Songbook: Tuesday, November 18, 7:30 p.m. 

With a solid all-Winnipeg band consisting
of Will Bonness, Steve Kirby, Larry Roy,
Quincy Davis, Jon Gordon and Derrick
Gardner, and led by the inimitable Anna-Lisa
Kirby, this concert will have you humming
along to your Carole King favourites.
Rabbi Joseph Telushkin: Jewish Literacy,
Humour and Thought: Wednesday
November 29, 7:30

Joseph Telushkin, named by Talk Magazine
as one of the 50 best speakers in the United
States, is the author of the most widely sell-
ing books on Judaism of the past two
decades. His more than 15 books have
shaped what Jewish thought is today.

Presented in cooperation with the Jewish
Book Council.
Naomi Ragen: Thursday, November 20, 7:30
p.m.

Naomi Ragen has published nine interna-
tionally best-selling novels and is the author
of a hit play, Women’s Minyan. An Orthodox
woman, feminist and iconoclast, Naomi is a
tireless advocate for women’s rights in Israel. 
Yemen Blues: Saturday, November 22, 8:00
p.m.

Performing world-wide, the magnetic
Yemeni-born Israeli singer Ravid Kahalani
and his masterful musicians, including Israeli
percussionist Itamar Doari, Israeli-
Uruguayan percussionist Rony Iwryn, New
York bassist and oud player Shanir
Blumenkranz and New York trumpeter
Itamar Borochov, are one of the most grip-
ping and fun live bands in contemporary
music today. 
Jewish Images: A Photography Exhibit; fea-
turing the work of Manuel Sousa, Keith
Levit, and Samantha Katz: Saturday,
November 15-Sunday, November 23.

Thank you to our generous sponsors: 
The Israeli Consulate General, The Jewish

Foundation of Manitoba, The Winnipeg Free
Press, The Rabbi Rappaport Education and
Lecture Series Trust, Marjorie and Morley

Blankstein, The Jewish Post & News, 
The Viscount Gort Hotel. 

TICKETS/INFO
Rady JCC Ph: 204-477-7510

www.radyjcc.com

PROGRAM & CONCERT VENUE
Rady Jewish Community Centre

At the Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street

Michael Greilsammer
French and Hebrew mixed with Irish reggae and rock!

Anna-Lisa Kirby
Presents

The Carole King Songbook
Led by the inimitable Anna-Lisa Kirby and joined 

by an all-Winnipeg band.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin:
Jewish Literacy, Humour 

and Thought
Author of the most widely selling books on 

Judaism of the past two decades.

Naomi Ragen
Novelist, playwright and journalist, Naomi Ragen has 

published nine internationally best-selling novels.

Yemen Blues 
West African rhythms and ancient Jewish Yemeni 

melodies, mambo and funk.

Wunderkinder
and

Broadway Musicals:
A Jewish Legacy

Award-Winning Films.

Songs of Our People: CD Launch 
Featuring eight Cantors from the community.

Jewish Images: A Photography Exhibit 
Featuring the works of Manuel Sousa,

Keith Levit and Samanta Katz.

The Jewish Book Fair
Gifts, books, music and more!

Tickets/Info: 204-477-7510 I www.radyjcc.com
Rady JCC I Berney Theatre I Asper Jewish Community Campus I 123 Doncaster Street

Yemen Blues

Naomi Ragen

Michael 
Greilsammer

Anna-Lisa Kirby

Rabbi Joseph
Telushkin

5th

Annual

Marjorie and Morley
Blankstein

Rabbi Rappaport
EDUCATION AND LECTURE SERIES TRUST

Official supplier

The Rady JCC presents:
The Fifth Annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture and Book Fair

November 15-23, 2014



By MYRON LOVE
This year’s upcoming fifth annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture

(from November 15-23) is offering a special treat for those with an
appreciation of Chazanish music. On Sunday, November 16, Tarbut
will be hosting the official launch of a new CD of a 1985 concert fea-
turing Winnipeg’s cantors at that time.

More than 1,000 members of the community packed the Rosh Pina
Synagogue (now Congregation Etz Chayim) to hear Cantors Judah
Smolack (then the Rosh Pina’s cantor); Tzvi Taub and Louis Berkal
(Shaarey Zedek Synagogue); Arky Berkal (the Beth Israel Synagogue);
Yaacov Orzech (the Bnay Abraham Synagogue); Michael Eskin (the
Herzlia Adas-Yeshurun Synagogue); Gerry Daien (the Chevra
Mishnayes Synagogue); Richard Yaffe (Temple Shalom); and David
Boroditsky (retired from Bnay Abraham Synagogue), sing solos, duets,
one threesome and two ensemble pieces of cantorial music. 

The cantors were accompanied by pianist
Sheldon Laveman, while the popular duo
Kinzey Posen and Shayla Fink also con-
tributed to the musical evening.

“The concert was unique,” Michael Eskin
notes, “in the number of cantors who were
invited to participate. Most cantorial concerts
highlight just one or two cantors. That con-
cert was an historic landmark. It was from a
cantorial golden age in Winnipeg with nine
cantors participating.”

He reports that the concert was tape-
recorded by Sam Shiel at the request of
Cantor Orzech with just a few copies made
and distributed to some of the cantors
involved in the concert.

Nothing was done with the tape until last
fall when Michael Eskin’s wife, Nella, after
listening to the tape, suggested that it would
be nice if the concert could be made avail-
able on a CD.

As a result Eskin and Kinzey Posen applied
to the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba and
received a grant for the project.

“There were some challenges,” Eskin says.
“The original recording was taped in the
midst of the audience so it picked up the
sounds around it.” Kinzey was able to edit it
though and create a master copy which was
then professionally mastered. Overall we
were very pleased with the way the CD
turned out.”

At Tarbut, the CD is being launched by the Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada with some of the cantors from the original concert
(Eskin, Daien, and Yaffe) participating. They will be joined in concert
by present-day cantors Anibal Mass (Shaarey Zedek), Tracy Kasner
Greaves (Congregation Etz Chayim) and Len Udow (Temple Shalom).
Funds from the sale of the CD will go to the Jewish Heritage Centre.
Tarbut features a number of Israeli films and Israeli-based musicians
and writers, but , the nine-day festival will have something for every-
one, including the Jewish Book Fair selling books, music and
Chanukah gifts.

The CD of the 1985 Cantors’ concert will be available during the
week at Tarbut for $10.00. It can also be purchased at Desserts Plus
and the Shaarey Zedek Book Store.
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Wealth Planning Group - a full service financial planning firm

Michael Silver and Jason Bonneteau, both Certified Financial Planners and
Certified Health Specialists, started as financial advisors with a major financial
institution in Winnipeg. Soon after, they transitioned to a managerial role.  In July
of 2011, they purchased W.P.G. The Wealth Planning Group Inc.  Since then, W.P.G.
has purchased B.P.G. The Benefits Planning Group Ltd., the life insurance and
investment business of Lakeview Insurance, as well as the investment business of
Cusson and Anderson Financial Services. They are currently expecting to move
into new office space in the spring of 2015, and close their latest acquisition in the
summer of 2015.

W.P.G. is a full service financial planning firm specializing in life and health
insurance as well as investments.  W.P.G. has developed proprietary strategies
that can help people not only save on their taxes but also save for retirement. 

Through its subsidiary, B.P.G., they offer group & individual benefits, group
retirement planning,  as well as employee relations and payroll assistance for
their clients.  These additional services are provided by the Certified Accountant
and HR Consultant on staff. 

W.P.G. has four offices within Manitoba; two in Winnipeg, one in Brandon and
one in Deloraine.   W.P.G. has 7 advisors and 10 staff, and currently manages over
150 Employee Group Benefit plans, has over $150 million of investments under
administration and over 4,500 insurance clients. 

WPG-PLAN.COM THE WEALTH PLANNING GROUP | Climb Higher. Reach Further. 

Michael Silver
Managing Partner

Jason Bonneteau
Managing Partner

 LLocal IInterest: SSilver aand BBonneteau QQualify ffor PPrestigious ““Top oof tthe TTable”
 PARKRIDGE, ILL. – Outstanding client service, ethics and professionalism have elevated Michael Silve r and Jason Bonneteau of Winnipeg, 
 Manitoba to qualify for the exclusive “Top of the Table” of the Million Dollar Round Table – The Pre mier Association of Financial 
 Professionals®.  Silver and Bonneteau are 3-year MDRT members and 1-time Top of the Table qualifiers .

 Top of the Table status is the highest level of MDRT membership and places Silver and Bonneteau amon g the top professionals in the global life 
 insurance and financial services industry.  It recognizes Silver and Bonneteau for demonstrating exc eptional professional knowledge, client 
 service and ethical conduct.

 “Attaining Top of the Table membership in MDRT is a distinguishing career milestone reserved for a s elect few like Michael and Jason who have 
 proven that they are among the best of the best,” says MDRT President, Michelle L. Hoesly, CLU, ChFc .  “We are fortunate to have a talented and 
 involved membership that helps MDRT to continue to be recognized as the global leader in financial s ervices.”

 In addition to recognizing career accomplishments, Top of the Table membership offers Silver and Bon neteau the opportunity to further improve 
 professional skills by sharing ideas and best practices with other leading professionals at the Top  of the Table Annual Meeting and other 
 educational forums.

 For more information, contact
 Michael Silver at 204-926-7586 / michael@wpg-plan.com
 or Jason Bonneteau at 204-926-7581 / jason@wpg-plan.com

 ABOUT MDRT
 Founded in 1927, the Million Dollar Round Table (MDRT), The Premier 
 Association of Financial Professionals, is a global independent association of 
 more than 38,000 of the world’s leading life insurance and financial services 
 professionals from more than 450 companies in 74 countries.  MDRT 
 members demonstrate exceptional professional knowledge, strict ethical 
 conduct and outstanding client service.  MDRT membership is recognized 
 internationally as the standard of excellence in the life insurance and financial 
 services business.

Jason Bonneteau
Managing Partner

Michael Silver
Managing Partner

Winnipeg cantors’ CD retrospective to highlight 2014 Winnipeg Tarbut Festival

MICHAEL ESKIN: “The concert was
unique,” Michael Eskin notes, “in the num-
ber of cantors who were invited to partici-
pate. Most cantorial concerts highlight just
one or two cantors. That concert was an his-
toric landmark. It was from a cantorial gold-
en age in Winnipeg with 9 cantors partici-
pating.”

Tarbut preview



By MYRON KAPLAN/JNS.org
One of the most controversial operas in

recent memory, “The Death of Klinghoffer,”
debuted Oct. 20 at New York’s Metropolitan
Opera. The Met has scheduled seven more
performances through November. The first
staging did not occur without protest, as
about 400 demonstrators-including Jewish
communal and nationally recognized lead-
ers-came to Lincoln Center to denounce the
anti-Jewish and anti-Israel opera.

“Klinghoffer,” the creation of composer John
Adams and librettist Alice Goodman, pre-
miered in 1991-with few additional stagings.
The opera is based on the 1985 murder of a 69-
year-old American Jew, Leon Klinghoffer, on an
Italian cruise ship. Klinghoffer, confined to a wheelchair, was shot in
the head by Palestinian Arab terrorists who had hijacked the ship. They
dumped his body into the Mediterranean Sea.

The opera repeatedly defames Jews and Israelis as representatives of
religious/ethnic or national groups. Nowhere does it similarly criticize
Arabs/Muslims as a group. The Met’s intransigent insistence that
“Klinghoffer” must be staged has become an organizational calamity. 

Adams and Goodman make up an aptly matched pair. Their Jewish
problem seems to include an obsession with what they imagine to be
Jewish guilt. This should not be surprising on the part of Goodman,
perhaps, since during the writing of “Klinghoffer” she rejected her
American Jewish heritage and joined the Anglican Church. The
church’s leadership has been known in recent years for its hostility
toward Israel. Goodman is now a parish priest in England.

But is “Klinghoffer” the only Adams/Goodman opera that contains
elements of anti-Semitism, including the stereotypical notion of Jewish
guilt?

Consider the Adams/Goodman opera “Nixon in China” (world pre-
miere 1987, Met premiere 2011). It offered relatively humane depic-
tions of President Richard M. Nixon and Chinese leader Mao Zedong-
a mass murderer on the scale of a Hitler or Stalin-but not a similarly
sympathetic picture of U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, a Jew.

In a 1988 review of
the opera, Pulitzer
Prize-winning critic
Tim Page wrote that
Kissinger is depicted
as “a venal, jabber-
ing, opportunistic
buffoon.” Others
remarked that
Kissinger is portrayed
as cruel and cun-
ning.

A bizarre, memo-
rable scene involv-
ing Kissinger occurs
in the second act. In
a propagandistic bal-
let staged by
Madame Mao for the
Nixon entourage,
First Lady Pat Nixon
thinks she sees
Kissinger playing an
evil landlord savage-
ly whipping a poor
village girl. Not see-
ing Kissinger in the
audience or at the
Nixon family table,
Mrs. Nixon points to
the landlord while
whispering to her
husband, “Doesn’t
that look like you-
know-who?” Indeed,
the singer who plays
the role of  Kissinger
also plays the role of
the evil landlord.

Then there is the
Adams opera
“Doctor Atomic”
(world premiere
2005, Met premiere

2008). Its storyline centers on the Jewish
American scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer, often
called the “father of the atomic bomb” for lead-
ing the Manhattan Project during World War II.
The project developed the nuclear weapons that
incinerated Hiroshima and Nagasaki, killing
more than 100,000 people and causing Japan to
surrender to the U.S., thus ending World War II
earlier than would have otherwise been the case.
The earlier end potentially saved hundreds of
thousands, if not millions, of other lives on both
sides.

Adams and librettists Alice Goodman and Peter
Sellars depicted Oppenheimer as consumed with
guilt and torn with remorse over the horrors
brought about by the atomic bomb. Did Adams,

Goodman, and Sellars exaggerate here? According to a 1967 New
York Times report, Oppenheimer was “beset by the moral conse-
quences of the bomb, which, he told fellow physicists, had ‘drama-
tized so mercilessly the inhumanity and evil of modern war’ ... [but]
in later years, he seemed to indicate that the ‘sin’ was not to be taken
personally. ‘I carry no
weight on my con-
science,’ he said in 1961
in reference to the atomic
bombing of Hiroshima
and Nagasaki.”

Defenders of the “The
Death of Klinghoffer”
seem either unaware or
unconcerned about any
of the several instances of
the opera’s anti-Jewish
and inflammatory lyrics.
Some of these were cited
by the Committee for
Accuracy in Middle East
Reporting in America
(CAMERA) in an open letter to Met General Manager Peter Gelb on
May 29, 2014. The letter helped spark initial protests against staging
“Klinghoffer” and resulted in the cancellation of a Nov. 15 large-
screen simulcast of the opera that would have been viewed live by
hundreds of thousands of people in theaters in 70 countries.

The “Klinghoffer” defenders treat the libretto-the text sung and spo-
ken in the opera-as proving nothing. Instead, they seem to either mis-
understand, or misuse as camouflage, the concept of “artistic free-
dom.” It is possible to defend “Klinghoffer” on artistic grounds, but the
art involved is the low variety of the propagandist, not the high art of
worthwhile opera. The defenders act as if neither the libretto nor the
music matters much. In fact, while the lyrics recycle some of the worst
anti-Semitic canards, the music is mediocre and unremarkable except
for the propagandistic way it is used by Adams to underscore words of
the Palestinian hijackers. This was pointed out by the eminent
American musicologist Richard Taruskin in a December 2001 New
York Times article strongly condemning the Adams opera, headlined
“Music’s Dangers And The Case For Control.”

“The Death of Klinghoffer” is a vehicle for tendentious reiteration of
anti-Semitic and anti-Zionist slurs. But this opera, when considered
together with the other two Adams-Goodman opera collaborations
mentioned here, represents something more-a prejudicial obsession
with Jews.

Myron Kaplan is a senior research analyst for the Boston-based,
65,000-member Committee for Accuracy in Middle East Reporting in
America (CAMERA).
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Beyond ‘Klinghoffer’: opera’s composer and librettist have a broader Jewish problem

On Sept. 22, 2014, demonstrators protest
outside the New York Metropolitan
Opera’s production of the anti-Israel
opera “The Death of Klinghoffer”. 

Photo credit: Amelia Katzen

Poll: Most Israeli Jews oppose Palestinian state on '67 lines
JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Three-quarters of Israeli Jews oppose the

establishment of a Palestinian state along the 1967 borders, a new
poll found.

Some 75 percent also are against ceding control of the Jordan
Valley and 76 percent oppose the division of Jerusalem, according
to a survey conducted last week for the Jerusalem Center for Public
Affairs, a research institute and public policy think tank.

The poll surveyed 505 Israeli Jews from Oct. 12 to 14. The respon-
dents were from all facets of the political spectrum.

The rise of ISIS in the Middle East was shown to have a minimal
effect on the Israeli public's willingness to make territorial conces-
sions in the West Bank. Seventy percent of respondents said it has not
affected their position, 17 percent said it made them less ready for
concessions and 5 percent said they are more ready for concessions.

“Operatic Art Attacks and Heart
Attacks”, by Nathan Moskowitz



Bridges for Peace raises funds for Canadian Magen David Adom
Bridges for

Peace, the
international
C h r i s t i a n
organization
that is devot-
ed to helping
Israelis of all
d e n o m i n a -

tions through such endeavours as food
banks and donating school supplies
recently held another fundraiser in
Winnipeg.

The aim of the two day fundraiser was
to generate funds for Magen David
Adom, Israel’s National Emergency
and Ambulance service. 

Featured during the two days (Oct. 14
and Oct. 15) was Elana Watson,
singing and speaking about Israel
and its current situation. Her pur-
pose, she said, was to help to  raise
funds and awareness of the needs of
Magen David Adom (MDA).

Watson is the daughter of Merve
and Merla Watson, who are very well
known singer/songwriters in the
Christian World. Watson is an inter-
nationally known singer, spokesper-
son, and Hebrew language teacher. 

“We’re just really excited she hap-
pened to be coming through
Winnipeg during our Tabernacles
event, so we could invite people to
enjoy her music and give to a great
cause – MDA,” said Victoria James,
executive assistant, Canadian Bridges
for Peace.

“The most important thing is we are raising money for more ambu-
lances.”

The shows were held at 51 Richfield Ave, in a sukkah, and were free
of charge (with the hope that attendees would give to the CMDA
ambulance fund).

James, who grew up in downtown Chicago with many Jewish friends
in a very multicultural area, discovered Bridges for Peace’s message
and found it unique and refreshing. “I started to kind of understand
what the country [Israel] has been facing much at the hand of
Christians,” she said. 

Bridges for Peace was started by a Canadian pastor, Dr. G. Douglas
Young, who was a seminary dean who felt seminary students should
attain a deeper understanding of the situation in Israel by living there.
So, Pastor Young ran a seminary situated on
Mount Zion. 

“He really understood the need for
Christians to support the little nation, the lit-
tle fledgling nation that was surrounded by
enemies,” said James. “And, during the Six
Day War, he used the college station wagon
as an ambulance.”

Bridges for Peace wanted to honour Pastor
Young’s 50th anniversary of service as they
embarked on a journey to raise money for
ambulances.

One of the ambulances was paid for
entirely by a Canadian donor. “Canada has
played a big role so far...so, we’re really hon-
oured to know people are so quick to
respond to these needs,” said James. 

“We have Jewish roots. We have the
Jewish scriptures. And so, we feel the man-
date is also to teach the church or remind
the church of its Jewish roots.”

James feels that few Christians have an
understanding of the Feast of Tabernacles
and most of the other appointed feasts. And
while Christians are not commanded to cel-
ebrate it, she feels it is enriching to under-
stand the context in which Jesus preached as
a Jew.

To give people a deeper meaning behind

understanding why it is important to remind themselves about their
dependence on God, James explained that Bridges for Peace “thought
it was a good idea to give an opportunity for people to experience this
and have a little bit of teaching and a little partying...a deeper under-
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Panel on Jews in the First World War
2014 is the centenary of the “Great War” which changed

Canada and the world. Canada came of age in the Battle of Vimy
Ridge and became a nation, we often hear. Four great empires
were destroyed in the First World War and we are still dealing
with the aftermath of the distressing efforts to remake the map of
the Middle East and in the Ukrainian-Russian conflict, among oth-
ers. That is not to say that the results of the war were all bad.
National states were formed, democracy was fostered, and
oppressive, undemocratic empires fell. 

But what did the war mean for the Jews? For one thing, it result-
ed in the promise of a Jewish homeland with the Balfour
Declaration of 1917 and efforts in the 1920s and 1930s to bring
that homeland into a reality. The War was also significant for the
Diaspora Jews who fought in large numbers in all the European
armies, sometimes shooting at each other from, say, the German
and Russian trenches. 

On November 6, a panel of scholars will explore the Jewish
experience in four different countries. Jim Blanchard, author of
Winnipeg 1912 and Winnipeg during the Great War will discuss
Jewish participation in Canada’s war effort as soldiers and civilians
with special reference to Winnipeg. Robert Young, author of sev-
eral books on interwar France, will talk about France in the after-
math of the Dreyfus Affair and the role French Jews played in the
War as well as its effect or lack of effect, on France during the
Holocaust. Lionel Steiman, the author of Paths to Genocide:
Antisemitism in Western History, and a specialist in German
History, will discuss Jewish soldiers and civilians in the German
Empire, how they felt about the war and how non-Jews felt about
them. Daniel Stone, author of The Polish-Lithuanian State 1386-
1795, who taught Russian history for almost four decades, will
talk about Jewish soldiers in the Russian army and the policy of
forced evacuation that affected more than 500,000 Russian Jews
as well as many as 200,000 Galician Jews. Blanchard and Steiman
are affiliated with the University of Manitoba; Young and Stone are
affiliated with the University of Winnipeg.

The program is jointly sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada and B’nai Brith - the fourth annual teamed
event. The evening will be introduced by Lyle Smordin of B’nai
Brith and the panel will be moderated by Susan Turner, a curator
and visual artist who was worked with the Jewish Heritage Centre
for many years.

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

ERIC MALLOY
National Director, 
Bridges for Peace

Continued on page 18. See “MDA”.

ELANA WATSON
sang and spoke about Israel
during two days of Sukkot
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Beginning Saturday, November 8,
the History Channel will be telling
personal stories of individuals who
were involved in the Second World
War’s climactic Normany and
Northwest Europe campaigns.

The evening of November 11 a very
special episode that will likely res-
onate with anyone familiar with the
story of Anne Frank will air. That
episode deals with the liberation of the
Netherlands, which began in
November, 1944, and finished in
1945.  (Thus, this year marks  the 70th
anniversary, to the month of the begin-
ning of  that liberation)

One of the key stories told in that episode is that of Betty Laron, a
little Dutch Jewish girl the same age as Anne Frank, who, like Anne
Frank, was hidden along with her family for over two years by a fam-
ily of Dutch Gentiles. But, in a way, she’s ‘the Anne Frank who sur-
vived’, and she now lives right here in Canada, in Burlington,
Ontario.  

Betty Laron (née Rosenberg) is a native of Zevenaar, a Dutch city
near the German frontier. Her parents owned a men’s clothing store,
Rosenberg’s, which enjoyed a distinguished reputation. The family
was acutely aware of the threat of Nazism, especially for Jews like
themselves, and fiercely determined to survive the German occupa-
tion of the Netherlands, which began in May 1940. In February 1943,
when Betty was 12, the family went into hiding in the home of their
neighbours, the Heisters. Betty and her parents remained concealed

in the upstairs/carpentry work-
shop of the Heisters’ home for
786 days. Liberation finally
came on 3 April 1945, when
Betty looked out the window
to see Canadian soldiers on
the street, prompting a feeling
that was “too nice to be true.”
She immigrated to Canada in
1983.

The episode also features a
Dutch Gentile butcher who,
secretly and at great personal
risk, smuggled meat to hidden
Dutch Jews during the war,
and also Val Rimer, a
Canadian Jewish soldier who

makes a point of yelling out, “I am a Jew” in German to captured
German soldiers as they’re marched by on their way to Allied POW
camps, just to proudly, defiantly let them know that they have not
destroyed all the Jews. Val unfortunately died between our filming
him and now, but the episode does feature another Jewish Canadian
soldier, Lawrence Levy, who is still with us.

So the episode has to do, foremost, with the suffering of the Dutch
people under Nazi occupation, the liberation of the Netherlands,
that country’s enduring love for Canada as a result, but also strongly
with Jewish stories, including the camps, and the collaboration of
Dutch Nazis and the subsequent punishment of those Dutch Nazis
by the Dutch themselves, after the German defeat.

It’s an incredibly powerful, moving episode.

BETTY LARON

Story of Dutch Holocaust survivor to air Nov. 11 on History Channel

Betty with her parents in the early
1940s.

Panelists offer interesting perspectives on “Jewish healing”
By BERNIE BELLAN

It was billed as a discussion on
“Jewish Healing” – featuring a
panel on “healing, wellness and
spirituality” at the Asper Campus
on Wednesday, October 13.
While the original venue was
supposed to have been the
Berney Theatre, Rady JCC Culture
Co-ordinator Rebecca Brask told
me that she moved the location to
the Adult Lounge of the Asper
Campus because she was worried
that there wouldn’t be very many people in attendance.

Well, as you might expect, Rebecca was dead wrong and more than
100 people crammed into the Adult Lounge for what turned out to be
quite an unusual evening.

In fact, given the rather disconnected topics that the four panelists
chose to speak about – it was really a series of four separate and dis-
crete presentations that audience members heard, followed by a
rather spirited question and answer session during which more than
one questioner asked Rabbi Alan Green some pointed questions about
his mixing of Bhuddism with Judaism.

The four panelists consisted of two psychiatrists: Michael Eleff and
Will Fleisher; Barb Findlay, who is the head of Spiritual Care at the
Simkin Centre; and Rabbi Alan Green. Each panelist spoke for approx-
imately 15 minutes – although in Rabbi Green’s case, his presentation
involved a meditation session more so than a lecture. 

Barb Findlay is a retired social worker who is now a “spiritual care
provider”, she said, having assumed that title at the Simkin Centre fol-
lowing the departure of Rabbi Neal Rose.

Spirituality is defined as “that which gives meaning and purpose to
life,” she explained.

“The spiritual element” (of care) “is now accepted as an equal part-
ner with physical health,” Findlay suggested. In addition to the reli-
gious component of spirituality, other components can include
“nature, family, moral order, and loving partners.”

The process of providing spiritual care involves a “compassionate
presence, also quiet self-reflection”. 

“My work is greatly assisted by the work of Harvey Chochinov”,
Findlay explained – an individual who has contributed so much to the
understanding of palliative care, not just in Manitoba, but world-wide.
One of the results of our improved knowledge of what makes for a
“good death” is our awareness that, quite often, a “bad death” is the
result of a patient feeling that they were a burden”. As such, it is of

great importance to “foster a
sense of self-worth” among
all individuals.

The work that is now pro-
vided by “spiritual care
providers” was traditionally
the domain of “chaplains”
until fairly recently, Findlay
noted. Yet there has long been
a tradition of ministering to
the sick and ailing within the
Jewish tradition, beginning
with the notion of “bikur

cholim” – visiting the sick, she said. 
The “Jewish community has embraced the professionalization of

spiritual care,” Findlay suggested. “One sixtieth of suffering is relieved
by a sick visitation, according to the Talmud.”

“The Torah is replete with stories of healing” – such as Moses heal-
ing his sister, she offered by way of example.

Continuing in the vein of biblical reference, Michael Eleff launched
into an exposition on “the madness of King Saul”. According to Eleff,
the manner in which King Saul’s various manifestations of mental ill-
ness are described in “Samuel I” provide a clear indication of how
Judaism deals with the subject. Further, the fact that Saul suffered from
mental illness and also ended up committing suicide – rather than
falling prisoner to the Phillistines, also demonstrates the relationship
between mental illness and suicide. Eleff noted that mental illness and
suicide “affect people in equal numbers.”

What were Saul’s symptoms that would allow one to conclude that
he was mentally ill? Eleff noted four distinct categories of illness that
afflicted Saul at various times:

1. Anxiety, hesitation, uncertainty over becoming king
2. Depression – when told his line would not continue as the

royal family
3. Periods of ecstatic vision
4. Struggle with “an evil spirit from the Lord” (although Eleff made

clear that this was not to be interpreted as “possession”.
In addition to all these characteristics, Saul was extremely suspicious

– railing against those he perceived to be “against” him. Yet the Bible
draws a distinction between actions that we would normally label
morally indefensible, such as the occasion when Saul ordered the
murder of 80 priests (which his own soldiers refused to do; instead the
murders were carried out by an Edomite.) Saul was not condemned for

Continued on page 22. See “Jewish healing”.

WILL FLEISHER, BARB FINDLAY, MICHAEL ELEFF, RABBI ALAN GREEN



Winnipeg celebrates 18th anniversary of P2G program
By MYRON LOVE

On Monday, October 20, more than
100 students, Gray Academy and Brock
Corydon teachers, Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg staff and other members of our
community gathered at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue to celebrate the 18th

anniversary of the P2G (Partnership
2Gether) program (the former P2K -
Partnership 2000 program) as part of the
Winnipeg welcome for the latest group of
Israeli Teachers and students from Kiryat
Shemona visiting here under P2G aus-
pices.

For many P2G participants, it has been
a life-changing experience. The Israeli
students and teachers who come here,
noted P2G Winnipeg co-chair Fay-Lynn
Katz, see that Jews in the diaspora – so far
away – can become so near in their
hearts.

As for the Winnipeg teachers and (in
particular) students, the experience instill
in them a strong love of Israel. “This pro-
gram has been amazing,” said Lori Binder,
the Gray Academy Associate Head of
School and one of the P2G pioneers. There are few other programs,
she notes, that have been able to instill a greater appreciation for and
love of Israel for diaspora students.

A first hand example of the effect of P2G on its participants was pro-
vided by one graduate of the Gray Academy (who asked that her name
not be reported).

“The first thing people ask me in Israel is why a Canadian would vol-
unteer to serve in the IDF,” she said. “They think I’m crazy. Ever since
I went on the P2G program, I have been crazy in love with Israel”

She noted that she had been to Israel before P2G but said that some-
thing changed with that visit. “During the two weeks we were at Kiryat
Shemona, we observed Yom Hazikaron and celebrated Yom
Haatzmaut,” she recalled. “The experience allowed me to put life in
perspective. I felt that I couldn’t let my new friends fight for Israel
while I remained comfortably at home in Canada.”

After finishing high school, she  spent a year in Israel in a leadership
program before enlisting in the IDF. She said that is now living in
Kiryat Shemona and still in close contact with her friends and host
family there.

Jonathan Kroft, a past president of the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, spoke
about his children’s
Gesher Chai experi-
ence. “Our children
made a tremendous
number of friends in
Israel and bonded
with their fellow
Winnipeg students
who participated
with them,” he said.
“When we went to
Israel last, our son,
Daniel, was able to
show us around.
And during this last
Gaza war, our
daughter, Emily, was
able to keep us up to
date on events
through her friends
in Israel.”

Gesher Chai grew
out of a conference
of smaller Canadian
Jewish communities
(excluding Toronto
and Montreal) in
1997, noted Lori
Binder. “It was a
grassroots project to
twin schools in
Canada and Israel,”
she said. “Thus far,
we have had 92 stu-

dents from Winnipeg participate
in the program. Every year, we
send groups of six to eight stu-
dents to Danziger High School in

Kiryat Shemona and an equal number of their students visit the Gray
Academy and Brock Corydon School.”

For the first few years, the exchange program only involved teachers.
It was in 2002 that it was opened to student exchanges. Brock
Corydon came aboard in 2005, partnering with Israeli elementary
school Ramat Korazim. (The Gray Academy also partners with
Nachshonei Hachula Elementary School in Yesod Hamala in the
Chula Valley.)

The celebratory evening also included a video featuring former Gray
Academy students talking about the impact that P2G has had on their
lives, a song by visiting Israeli student Esty Brandes and remarks by
Nachshonei Hachula School Principal Rachel Bar Maoz who is in
Winnipeg for the third time. Bar Maoz spoke of the warm welcome
that Winnipeg’s Jewish community has given the Israeli Gesher Chai
participants.

Binder, Katz and the Gray Academy graduate previously referred to
also recognized the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg for its strong sup-
port for the program over the years. 

Brock Corydon Principal Ara Garfinkel reported that she and four of
her teaching staff will be going to Israel in March to visit Ramat
Korazim.
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Israeli P2G visitors from left to right (top row): Rachel Bar
Maoz (principal of Nachshonei Hachula School), Esty
Brandes, Yvgeny Melamadovsky, Shir Rachamim, Roey
Efrait, Daniel Volfshtein, Smadar Ben Simchon (teacher at
Danziger High School); front row (left to right): Bar
Shpoliansky, Ella Shushan, Michal Mordechai

Gray Academy teacher AVI
POSEN (who is now in charge of
P2G from the Winnipeg side) and
LORI BINDER, Gray Academy
Associate Head of School and one
of the P2G pioneers.
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Winnipeg Singers perform works of Jewish composers
Reviewed by HOLLY HARRIS 

Songs of war and peace, hope and healing rang through
Congregation Shaarey Zedek’s sanctuary last Sunday, October 19 as
the Winnipeg Singers presented its 2014/15 season-opener Psalm and
Song: Choral Music of Jewish Composers. 

The program led by longtime artistic director Yuri Klaz included nine
liturgical and secular works including, notably, the Canadian premiere
of Winnipeg composer Sid Robinovitch’s Songs in a Time of War. Now
in his eleventh year with the organization, Klaz currently leads three
other local choral ensembles including Shaarey Zedek’s choir and the
venerable Winnipeg Philharmonic Choir. 

Originally commissioned and debuted by the University of
Wisconsin, Robinovitch’s four-movement work based on late Israeli
poet Elisha Porat’s evocative text deals with different facets of war,
including its crucible of wide-ranging emotion spanning love to loss.

The award-winning writer – initially discovered by Robinovitch on
the Internet – had himself served in three Israeli wars, passing away on
his kibbutz near Hadera almost exactly one year after the piece
debuted in Oshkosh, WI on March 11, 2012. 

The work, itself, is a masterfully crafted study in contrasts that also
speaks to the times. First movement Khamsin on the Hill reflects on
happier days when two lovers meet during the time of khamsin – hot
breezes that blow off the desert. 

To Die at the Springs of El-Hamma embodies the utter destruction of
war, with pianist Lisa Rumpel’s opening pounding chords evoking the
fury of exploding bombs. 

Homecoming tells of anguished families waiting for loved ones to
return from war. But the last movement Falling Snow quickly became
the emotional heart of the entire piece, expressing remembrance for
friends lost in battle with its final hushed line “where did this all go”
sung with harrowing poignancy. 

The second cornerstone of the program, Leonard Bernstein’s
Chichester Psalms dated 1965 should be on everyone’s choral bucket
list. The rare local performance sung in Hebrew showcased coun-
tertenor Dan Peasgood; Richard Turner, principal harp for the
Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra; as well as organist Wes Elias and per-
cussionist Victoria Sparks who accompanied the ensemble. 

Peasgood’s soulful interpretation of his solo Psalm 23 during the sec-
ond movement quickly became a concert highlight. The Winnipeg-
based musician sang like an unworldly angel, his fluid voice soaring
up to heaven itself on his intonation of “Adonai roi.” He handled the

music’s treacherous leaps with aplomb, his lyrical sections cleverly
juxtaposed with an excerpt of Psalm 2.

Also heard were soloists Dawn-Marie Hildebrand (soprano);
Donnalynn Grills (alto); Craig Kremer (tenor); and Michael McKay
(bass) who, at times, had to struggle to be heard over the choir’s over-
lapping, lushly scored harmonies. 

But not all works were serious in tone. American composer Aaron
Copland’s rollicking Stomp Your Feet made it practically impossible to
sit still. 

Canadian composer John Weinzweig’s Am Yisrael Chai! (Israel
Lives!) sent the packed audience of 350 back into their day affirmed
by the enduring power and resilience of Eretz Israel. 

Harry Freedman’s Songs from Shakespeare also added levity with
Klaz aptly leading the choristers through the three selections’ knotty
textures punctuated by snazzy finger snapping and vocal sound effects.

At times, the acoustics in the carpeted hall proved challenging –
despite strategically placed sound baffles and instruments. However,
seeing the 24-voice choir wearing kippot – many suspected never to
have set foot in a shul before - flanked by Hebrew inscriptions added
a wonderful sense of verisimilitude and authenticity that would not
otherwise have been achieved in the choir’s more typical, church con-
cert venues. 

In response to the audience’s enthusiastic applause, the WS per-
formed another Robinovitch work as an encore – an arrangement of
Jewish traditional song “Mi Y’malel” based on Psalm 106, ending the
concert on a joyous note. 

THE WINNIPEG SINGERS
Photo by Aaron Sivertson 

standing about the foundations of
our Christian faith.

“Our [Bridges for Peace] mission
statement says we are Christians

supporting Israel and building relationships between Christians and
Jews in Israel, and around the world,” said James. 

Bridges for Peace is a ministry of hope and reconciliation. And,
through their programs in Israel, which is where they are based with
their humanitarian projects, they give Christians the opportunity to
express their responsibility. This, explained James, involves “Our
being responsible for caring for our Jewish friends and for people
who preserve the Torah and the ways of God.” 

Today, Bridges for Peace has two food distribution centers – one in
Jerusalem (where they feed 29,000 people every month, mostly
Jewish newcomers) and one on Carmiel (which also houses the
national warehouse).

“Our warehouse there stockpiles our supplies as well as the food
projects,” said James. “We have home repair where we go and fix
elderly people’s homes or whoever is in need. We’ll do plaster and
electrical, if we have volunteers with those skills. 

“We also have a ‘Feed A Child’ program in Bet Shemesh and now
in parts of Jerusalem. Our food services provide hot lunches for stu-
dents and some hot breakfasts and this has really levelled the play-
ing field for the new immigrants who cannot afford school supplies.
We also supply students with books, backpacks, pencils, and every-
thing Israeli students need to supply for themselves.” 

Another of the organization’s projects involves helping people
from Ethiopia, as well as supporting other Jewish agencies (i.e. some
kitchens and other Jewish agencies with their food and resources). 

Bridges for Peace is staffed by volunteers from all over the world
and has offices in South Korea, Canada, the U.S., the U.K., South
Africa, New Zealand, Australia, Japan, and (the main one) Israel. 

“People from all over the world come and volunteer their own
time,” said James. “They pay their way, their living expenses, for
short or long-term, and staff these programs.” 

For more information about the Ambulance Drive or Bridges for
Peace, contact Victoria James via e-mail at victoriaj@bfpcan.org or
by phone at (Toll Free) 855-489-3697 or 204-489-3697, or visit their
website at www.bridgesforpeace.com. 

MDA
Continued from page 15.

Death of Joan Rivers was 'predictable complication,'
medical examiner finds

(JTA) -- Joan Rivers died from lack of oxygen during surgery, the
New York City medical examiner's office said.

The comic's death "resulted from a predictable complication of
medical therapy," the medical examiner said in findings released
late last week.

''In response to NYC's medical examiner's report, we continue to
be saddened by our tragic loss," Rivers' daughter, Melissa, posted on
Twitter. "No further comment at this time."

Rivers died Sept. 4 while undergoing a laryngoscopy, a routine
procedure in which a doctor examines the back of the throat and
vocal cords, in a New York clinic. She had been complaining of
recent changes to her voice, according to the Hollywood Reporter.
Rivers went into cardiac arrest during the procedure.

Winnipeg Singers Artistic
Director YURI KLAZ 

Photo by Aaron Sivertson

Composer 
SID ROBINOVITCH

Photo by Mary Subedar 



How do we explain to our children, grand-
children, or great-grandchildren, what it was
like growing up in North End Winnipeg, if
you were born during the Roaring Twenties?
We didn’t have computers, i Phones or i Pads.
How did we manage our lives without these
modern day gadgets?

How did we manage do get to school ten
months a year without being dropped off at

the school by a parent or a sibling? We walked to school in all kinds
of weather. The exercise did us a lot of good!

We lived on Cathedral Avenue east of Main Street - a block and a
half from the Red River and about four and a half blocks from Luxton
School, where we went for our primary education. In a previous arti-
cle, I wrote about our Jewish boys’ hockey team. Imagine eight of us,
approximately of the same age, growing up on the same street! We
formed lasting friendships that endured over 50 years!

Because we were all interested in sports we had, in addition to our
hockey team, a baseball team and a football team. We learned to give
and take on the sports field. Our fields were empty lots, not stadiums!

Spring was a wonderful time of the year, with the melting of snow,

and the water running freely down the gutters. The north-west corner
of Bannerman Avenue and St. Cross street was a lot that remained
empty for many years. That’s where we would don our new rubber
boots up to our knees, and wade across this submerged lot, to see how
far we could go before the level of the water overflowed the tops of
our boots! We built miniature sailboats out of pieces of balsa wood, a
attached a mast with a sail made of paper, and would have sailboat
races.

Summers were the time to play football, soccer, tennis or baseball.
Our stadium for baseball was an empty lot on the corner of Matheson
Avenue and Main St. No one ever cut the grass on these lots! If there
was a high fly to left field, (my position with The North End Comets)
you either caught the ball on the fly or you would give up a home run
by the time you found the ball in the tall grass!

Of course in the fall, when the leaves turned beautiful colours and
covered the ground, we played tennis on the grass courts at Kildonan
Park, in addition to football and soccer.

Winter was also a great time of the year, not only for the hockey sea-
son, but for toboggan rides, and skiing on the banks of the Red River.
The Winnipeg Free Press was giving free lessons in downhill skiing. In
fact my wife Nora and I spent our honeymoon downhill skiing in the
Laurentian Mountains.

There was the story about the man who came home late at night and
tip-toed into the bedroom, where his wife lay asleep with her mouth
open. He threw in a couple of pills. 

She almost gagged. She awakened and asked “What happened?”
“I gave you some aspirin.” 
“I don’t need any aspirin,” she exclaimed, “I don’t have a headache.”
“That’s what I wanted to hear!” he answered.

General Monash Legion branch to unveil new
plaque at annual memorial evening service

By MYRON LOVE 
On Friday,

November 7, as
part of their annual
Memorial Day ser-
vice at the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue,
the largely Jewish
General Monash
Branch 115 of the
Royal Canadian
Legion will be
unveiling a new
plaque which will
include a picture of
the eponymous
General Monash
(the first and only
Jewish general in
the Australian army
circa World War I)
and a history of the
Monash Branch.

The idea for the
plaque, notes Dan
Stone, past president of the Jewish Heritage Centre, was broached
several years ago by Marshall Wilder and Morley Blankstein, who
approached the Jewish Heritage Centre to discuss documenting and
preserving the history and contributions of Jewish war veterans.
“Several initiatives were involved one of which was the production
of a plaque commemorating General John Monash and referring to
the local Monash branch,” Stone says.

After the unveiling of the plaque at the Shaarey Zedek, it will be
moved to its permanent location at the Asper Campus where it will
be part of the permanent Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada
exhibition across the hall from the Berney Theatre.

The General Monash Branch of the Legion was founded in the
early 1930s by Jewish veterans of World War I. Membership is open
to veterans and their children. The Legion membership continued
strong up until about 15 years ago. As recently as 2004, member-
ship was between 250 and 300. Now, reflecting the decline which
is affecting the Royal Canadian Legion as a whole as its core mem-
bers age and die, the Monash Branch membership hovers around
30.

“We still do what we can,” says Dave Chochinov, 84, who has
taken on a leadership role in recent years along with Monash
President Morris Faintuch. “We march with the Gray Academy stu-
dents to the Cenotaph on Remembrance Day and take part in the
annual Holocaust memorial. And those of us who can still attend
funerals for members in our dress uniforms. The families appreciate
our participation.”

While membership has dwindled, the end is not yet nigh for the
remaining Monash members. “We will carry on for another year –
or maybe two,” Chochinov says.

We are seniors
Chapter no. 63
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Seniors

FAMILY EDUCATION SERIES
Are you concerned about a family member or friend’s alcohol / substance use or gambling?

Join others in a supportive and 
confidential environment for 4 Wednesdays in November

November 5, 12, 19 and 26, 2014
7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m.

 

LEARN

Confidentiality will be respected

FREE OF CHARGE

JCFS Family Education Series supports Families
Dealing with Substance Abuse or Addiction

JCFS is conducting an information series for families and friends
of a person with a substance abuse problem or an addiction. This
group will be a great resource for those attempting to understand
substance abuse and addiction and how to respond to the behav-
iors that often accompany substance use and abuse. 

See attached ad for details on this free workshop series
The group is co-facilitated by Lee Garfinkel and Ivy Kopstein.

Lee has 27 years of experience in working in the addictions and
mental health fields with expertise in facilitating groups for alco-
hol and drug users and their families. Ivy is the JCFS Addictions
Services Coordinator who provides information and support ser-
vices regarding substance abuse and addiction to individuals,
families and the community. 

By

HARRY WARREN
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #2

EDWARD GREENBERG
 It is with profound sad-

ness, that the family of
Edward Greenberg an-
nounces his passing on
September 7, 2014, at the
age of 95. Dad left us
peacefully surrounded by
his loving family.

Dad was predeceased
by his son Shane and his
son-in-law Jim. He is sur-
vived by his wife Corinne,
daughters Sandra Gordon
and Brenda Tenenbein
(Milton), grandchildren

Burton Tenenbein, Paul Tenenbein (Rachel Gropper),
Marshall Tenenbein (Candice), Rachel Tenenbein
(Sasha Opotowsky), and Sarah Kuzyk, and great-
grandchildren Jacob and Ethan Tenenbein and
Abbygayle Shane Kuzyk.

Dad was born on December 21, 1918 in what was
then Romania. Having lost his father to the ravages of
the pogroms of 1919, his mother left Romania with
only the shirt on her back and two young children in
search of a better life. After a journey of incredible
courage and survival, she arrived in Winnipeg with
Dad and his older sister. Dad’s mother remarried and
ultimately there were seven children growing up on
Burrows Avenue, east of Main Street. The Red River
was his playground.

Dad was a kind, loving devoted and hard working
man - a true mensch. His love of humanity was obvious
to all. Throughout his life Dad had a thirst for knowl-
edge and read voraciously. He had a strong belief in his
faith and in the enduring future of the State of Israel.
Dad was proud of his service overseas in WW11 and
was an active member of the General Monash Branch
of the Royal Canadian Legion.

After his return from the war, Dad was making plans
to move to the Bronx to join his mother’s family.
Shortly before Dad was scheduled to leave for New
York he accompanied his lifelong friend, Irv Rifkin, to
Winnipeg Beach. This was a time when young people
took the train to the beach, attended the evening dance,
and then came back to the city on the Moonlight
Special. As fate would have it, Irv introduced Dad to
Mom at the dance that evening. They married shortly
after and the rest as they say, is history. Sixty-seven
years later Dad was still an adoring husband. Until the
week before his death, he shuffled every evening to
Mom’s room in the personal care home in which they
both resided to make sure she was comfortably tucked
into bed for the night.

Dad’s love for his family knew no bounds and he was
equally loved in return. He was the best husband,
father, zaida and alta zaida. We miss him so much but
take comfort in knowing he will live in our hearts
forever.

A graveside service was held at the Shaarey Zedek
Cemetery on September 9, 2014, with Bill Weissman
presiding. Pallbearers were Milton Tenenbein, Burton
Tenenbein, Paul Tenenbein, Marshall Tenenbein, Sasha
Opotowsky and Allan Levine. Honourary pallbearer
was Harry Kreel. Dave Chochinov represented Dad’s
beloved Legion branch.

The family extends its gratitude to Dr. Ken
VanAmeyde, Dad’s physician of many years, and to
the St. Boniface Hospital Emergency Department and
E6 staff for their compassionate care during Dad’s final
days.

The family kindly requests, if so desired, donations
to honour Dad’s memory be directed to the Canadian
Magen David Adom for Israel or the Cheryl Arnold
Memorial Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

JACK YALE PIERCE
April 6, 1920 - September 10, 2014

Dr. Jack Yale Pierce,
age 94 passed away
peacefully at the Simkin
Center.

He is survived by his
sisters Gertie Nepon,
Brownie Fleishman
(Harold), sister-in-law
Barbara Pierce; his step-
children Suzie Green,
Gerry Cobb and their
families and many nieces

and nephews. Jack was predeceased by his wife Lois;
parents Benjamin and Esther; brothers Moe, Fred and
Max; sister Patty Bay Sherman; brothers in law David
Nepon, Jack Sherman, Sam Bay and sisters-in-law
Ethel and Sara.

Jack grew up in the north end of Winnipeg. He
attended the University of Manitoba, served in the
army for three years and then he went to the University
of Portland were he graduated as a dentist. Jack was a
dedicated dentist who practiced in Neepawa, the Boyd
building in Winnipeg and when he was nearing 60 he
took the position of dental director at an acute psychi-
atric hospital in Edmonton. Jack had a special interest
in working with geriatric and special needs people. He
served as the dentist for the St. Amant Center and Villa
Rosa. Jack obtained fellowships from the American
Societies of Geriatric Dentistry and for the Handi-
capped.

Jack married Lois in 1980 and after her death in 1992
he moved back to Winnipeg to be close to his family.

Funeral Services were held at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue on September 11, 2014. Pallbearers were
his nieces and nephews, Ellen and Deborah Fleishman,
Mark and Jack Nepon, Billy Brodovsky, Stephen
Brodovsky and Stephen Smith. Contributions in Jack’s
memory may be made to his fund at the Jewish Foun-
dation of Manitoba or to a charity of your choice.

In Memoriam

RUTH STAJER
who passed away
October 18, 2007

8 Days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

— Always remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren.

PAUL STAJER
who passed away

November 23, 2005
18 Days in Chesvan

LILLIAN BETH TRACHTENBERG
The family of Lillian

(Lily, Lil, ne Vanular)
Trachtenberg, wife,
mother, baba and great-
baba, sadly announces her
passing in the company
of loving family mem-
bers at the age of 91 on
Tuesday, October 7,
2014, at the Saul and
Claribel Simkin Centre of
the Sharon Home.

Lil was predeceased by
her husband, Sam, in

2013, her parents, Eta and Albert, her siblings Gerrie,
Esther, Mark, Henry, Harry and Neil, grandson David
Trachtenberg, in-laws Reeva and Max, and sister-in-
law Sophie. She is survived by three children: Henry
(Lynne), Murray(Adeena), and Rietta Floom(Jerry):
nine grandchildren: Robbie (Buffie), Jennifer,
Michael(Moran), Matthew(Eva), Stephen, Aaron, Ariel,
Rachael, and Talia; and five great-grandchildren: Taye,
Noah, Ava, River, and Keanu; sister-in-law Sonia
Vanular, and many nieces and nephews.

Lil, the youngest of the Vanular children, was born
into a large and close-knit North End family. In later
years, the loss of her siblings and mother profoundly
affected her. She attended the Freiheit (Liberty) Tem-
ple where she learned Yiddish and was a Young
Pioneer, as well as public schools, graduating from St.
John’s High School. The material deprivation and
problematic food supply that the family faced during
the Great Depression impacted her severely. Public
and private relief assistance allowed the family to
survive. Throughout her life, she never forgot those
less fortunate than her and made regular charitable
donations.

A striking and vivacious redhead and beauty contest
winner , after graduation she worked at a variety of
commercial venues in Winnipeg and at a family glove
factory in Montreal. She met Sam, who knew her
brothers, when he delivered groceries from a corner
store by bicycle to her house. Under the guise of
visiting Neil, Sam courted Lily. She waited for him
while he recovered from a serious illness, living at the
home of her sister-in-law and in-laws.

Lil and Sam were married in a civil ceremony in
Winnipeg in 1944 and a religious ceremony in Mon-
treal in 1945. They lived in Ottawa where Sam taught
at Carleton College (now University) and worked for
the federal government. Together they raised three
children. Lil was active in Pioneer Women and with
Sam served as Secretary of the Ottawa Modern Jewish
School.

In 1959, Lil and Sam and family relocated to Winni-
peg where Sam worked for the provincial government
and then taught at the University of Manitoba. Lil
continued to raise the children and supported them and
Sam in their endeavours. In an age before computers
and word processing, she devoted countless hours to
typing various school and work papers. Their house
and cars always contained all sorts of delicacies and
sweets for the children, and especially their grandchil-
dren. Lil always gave her children and grandchildren a
patient ear and showed great interest in their lives.
Conversations usually ended with Lil offering per-
sonal recollections and advice about life lessons.

Lil enjoyed meeting people and seeing the world.
She and Sam travelled to Florida, the Caribbean, Alaska,
Hawaii, Fiji, Brazil, France, Mexico and Israel. They
continued to live in their own home until 2010, when
following a serious illness, Lil, and then Sam, relocated
to the Sharon Home. They continued to visit each other
daily until Sam passed away in 2013. Lil and Sam were
married for 68 years, celebrating their 60th wedding
anniversary in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico.

A graveside service at the Bnay Abraham Cemetery,
with Rabbi Larry Lander and Cantor Tracy Kasner
Greaves officiating, was held on Sunday, October 12,
2014. Pallbearers were some of Lil’s grandchildren:
Robbie, Matthew, Stephen, Michael, Aaron, Ariel, and
Jennifer. The family wishes to thank all present and
former staff of Simkin 1 for their kindness and dedica-
tion in caring for Lil, and companions Lolita and
Warlita who treated Lil as their mother, for their
devoted and loving care and friendship.

If family and friends so wish, donations can be made
to CancerCare Manitoba or the charity of your choice.

Rest in Peace Mom, Baba, and Great-Baba. May her
memory be for a blessing.
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

NOV. 5

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

OCT. 29

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

BROWN
who passed away

November 10, 1986
8 Days in Cheshvan, 5747

—  Sadly missed and will
always be remembered by
your children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

SARA LANTZ
who passed away
November 3, 1995

10 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered by
her children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST

STEIN
who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

JOSEPH

BERGMAN
who passed away
November 2, 2009

15 Days in Chesvan
There will never be another
one to replace you in our hearts.
— Your loving wife Dorothy,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN

CRAMER
who passed away
October 20, 1975

15 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
terribly missed by his  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHAUN

FILKOW
who passed away

November 11, 1993
Shaun’s untimely passing in
November of 1993 has left an
enormous void in the family.
He was a young man with a
beautiful soul, an engaging
personality, a special style, a
compelling intellect and clever
humour. He is missed terribly
by the family.
– Dad (Ken), Mom (Sharon)
who passed away in 2008,
Kevin & Debbi-Jo, Lainie &
Bryan, Nephews Jesse & Ari
and Nieces Molly and Shae.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear mother

MINNIE GREEN
who passed away
November 4, 1971

16 days in Cheshvan, 5732
Every day in every way,
Memories of you come our way.
Though still absent, you are
always near,
Still loved, still missed and very
dear.
— Always in our hearts, your
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES

ITSCOVICH
who passed away
November 6, 1999

28 Days in Chesvan
There was no time to say
goodbye
The day you went away.
You left us so suddenly,
Fifteen years ago today.
Our hearts still ache with
sadness.
And silent tears still flow.
For what it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving son,
grandson, family & friends.

15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MAY KANTOR
who passed away

November 11, 2003
16 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MELVIN

MANISHEN
who passed away

November 10, 2006
19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHEP NERMAN
who passed away
November 7, 1991

30th Day in Cheshvan, 5752
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, Reesa,
beloved son, Seth, daughter-
in-law Patricia, parents,
brothers, sister, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

PFEFFER
who passed away

November 10, 1962
13 Days in Cheshvan

You are not forgotten
Nor ever will be
As long as life and memory last
We will miss and remember
thee.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son, daughters-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SYDNEY

SARBIT
who passed away
November 9, 2003

14 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren,
relatives and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER

SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH

TENENBEIN
who passed away

November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

White House:
Nazi war crimi-
nals should not
be receiving
Social Security

(JTA) -- Nazi war
criminals should
not be receiving
Social Security
benefits, a White
House spokesman
said.

Deputy press
secretary Eric
Shultz made his
comments Monda,
Oct. 20, in res-
ponse to an inves-
tigation by The
Associated Press
that found that
dozens of suspect-
ed Nazi war crimi-
nals and SS guards
collected millions
of dollars after
being forced out of
the United States.

"Our position is
we don’t believe
these individuals
should be getting
these benefits,"
Shultz said. "As the
Justice Department
has said, they have
worked aggressive-
ly to pursue Nazi
criminals with the
aim of ensuring
they’re brought to
justice. The Social
Security Admin-
istration and the
Department of
Justice have to
work together
within the confines
of the law to cut off
these benefits for
these criminals."

Schultz also said
that the Justice
Department has
brought more than
100 Nazi criminals
to justice.

The Social
Security payments
were made possi-
ble by a legal loop-
hole that gave the
Justice Department
leverage to per-
suade Nazi sus-
pects to leave the
U.S. If they agreed
to go, or fled
before deporta-
tion, they could
keep their Social
Security benefits,
according to inter-
views and internal
U.S. government
records

There are at least
four living benefi-
ciaries, including
Jakob Denzinger, a
former guard at
A u s c h w i t z .
Denzinger, 90,
lives in Croatia,
where he receives
a p p r o x i m a t e l y
$1,500 a month in
Social Security
payments.



this act “because it’s all viewed within
the context of mental illness,” Eleff
explained.

“The lesson is we make distinctions
between evil actions and actions prompted by mental illness,” he said.

With reference to suicide, Eleff noted that the prohibition against
that act does not exist within the Torah itself, but rather in the Talmud.
How does the Talmud deal with the suicide, not only of Saul, but also
of Samson as well?

According to Eleff, the Talmud distinguishes between the suicide of
someone who is “b’da’at” – “in possession of his faculties” and some-
one who is “anus” – compelled to act by a force beyond his control –
as was Saul, in this interpretation.

“We respond to suicide now as if it’s a terrible loss, not a sin,” Eleff
noted – “and Saul gets some credit for that.” As illustration of the more
tolerant attitudes that have developed within Judaism toward suicide,
Eleff pointed out that “suicides used to be buried outside of Jewish
cemeteries – but we’ve moved away from that.”

For Will Fleisher, one of the major contributions to the entire field
of psychotherapy comes from the Jewish tradition of “self-examina-
tion”. Fleisher titled his talk, “Judaism and the Talking Cure”.

He used biblical references, along with examples of Jewish prayers
to back up his contention that modern psychiatry, beginning with
“Shalom” Freud (which was his real Jewish name), owes a great deal
to Jewish traditions. For instance, citing the famous prayer “Avinu
Malkeinu”, Fleisher suggested that Judaism has long been noted for
adherence to some basic components of self-awareness, including:
“the capacity for turning around”; acknowledgement of the need for
“repair”’; and a “call for moving forward in relationships”.

The Bible itself contains many allusions to the theme of self-exami-

nation, according to Fleisher, beginning with the very first chapter of
“B’raishit”, when God asks Adam, “Ayecha?” (Where are you?). For
Fleisher, this one word signifies far more than a simple request from
God to Adam to come out from hiding; it is “a call for awareness and
discourse”.

So, too, Fleisher characterized the story of Ya’akov’s fight with the
angel as an example of someone “finding the internal courage to find
self-awareness”. 

Referring to the battle between “yetzer ha’ra” and “yetzer ha’tov”,
Fleisher said that the lesson is that “a person does not need to be saved
from their humanity but instead needs to grow up” within their
humanity. “People have the ability to choose,” he claimed.

The 1700’s saw the “birth and development of psychotherapeutics,”
Fleisher related to the audience, including the advent of psychothera-
py under Freud. He cited the famous case of “Anna O.”, whose real
name was Bertha Pappenheim, and whose talking about her symp-
toms with her physician, Josef Breuer, led to what became known as
the “talking cure”, or more glibly, as “chimney sweeping”.

In Fleisher’s analysis, there is a direct line between the Judaic tradi-
tion of talking about and attempting to understand the source of one’s
problems and modern psychotherapy.

His conclusion was “how important Judaism has been to look after
our psychological well-being.”

The final panelist was Rabbi Alan Green, who spoke about “tech-
niques of Jewish meditation and healing from within”.

“We rarely have the opportunity to go within and get in touch with
ourselves,” Rabbi Green observed. At that point he told the audience
that he was going to play a Beatles song titled “Tomorrow Never
Knows” which, he said, was very advanced for its time. He urged
everyone to sit back and listen to the words of the song, saying that
when we meditate, we “want to go beyond the ‘word’,” to the “sound”
of the word, also to the ‘breadth” and to the underlying “intelligence”
of the word.

Delving further into his overtly mystical understanding of religion,
Rabbi Green suggested that meditation is “about getting to the ‘reali-
ty’ that lies behind all things”; that “if we can go beyond the expand-
ed value of the mind, we can maybe reach ‘clear consciousness’ – or
God.”

Addressing the benefits of meditation, Rabbi Green said that there is
a “practical value” to meditation: It’s very good for your health, both
physical and mental. “Oxygen consumption goes way down in the
meditative state,” he noted.

You can take care of a deeper level of stress and fatigue through
meditation than you can even through a good night’s sleep, Rabbi
Green claimed; however, meditation can never serve as a substitute
for psychotherapy, he added.

Following Rabbi Green’s talk, the floor was opened to questions.
One questioner asked what was it that attracted so many Jews to

Buddhism?
Rabbi Green answered that “We gravitate toward the truth and

wherever it is being given out.” In the wake of the Holocaust it was
difficult for rabbis to talk about God, he explained, so rabbis instead

talked about “ethics”, but ethics
are grounded in God.

He went on to say that “I was
told not to mention the word ‘God’
because every time you mention
the word ‘God” people wince.”

”There is a great value of truth
in Jewish practices, however,
Rabbi Green noted. “How that
plays out I don’t’ know, but it will
enrich Jewish tradition.”

Another questioner asked
Michael Eleff whether he was
concerned that “suicide has to
come from illness” in the Jewish
tradition? The questioner added
that he “would prefer that it come
from the right to self-determina-
tion and the right to dignity.”

Eleff answered that “in a secu-
lar, modern context you’re
absolutely right” but that in a
“spiritual context” it was more
difficult to agree: “You’re looking
at a ‘right’ not through the eyes
of many but through the eyes of
God…Life is so incredibly pre-
cious,” in this understanding,
“that we don’t have that right –
it’s not ours alone.”
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Israel Curling Federation’s first national team surprises 
Life, as we all know, is not always a bowl of

cherries, is it? From time to time there is the
occasional upset that can stress you out to the
degree that professional help may well be the
sole remedy…..if it’s available in a timely fash-
ion of course.

But wait, don’t disturb your bingo cards -
there may be an error when it comes to upsets.
You could, against all odds, shockingly win a
giant jackpot after having visited casinos for

decades on end. Now, that’s a different variety of upset.
Would you not agree, sports aficionados of all ilk, that the most deli-

cious/enjoyable outcomes of all variety of games we love to watch, be
it live or on television, are those giant upsets when the truly unex-
pected transpires?

I broke the initial story in these parts in the September 3rd edition of
this publication headlined: “Greaves to Braunstein to Turnbull - a rare
unassisted triple play!”

Briefly, my go-to guy was 1965 Brier-winning skip Terry Braunstein -
twice voted into the Manitoba Curling of Fame. In mid-August he
informed me “We have formed an Israeli National Curling team that
will be competing in a Canadian Curling Tour Bonspiel at the Granite
Club in late September, and then will be going on to the European C
event in the Netherlands in early October. At that event they will
attempt to qualify for the European Bs, which will take place in
Switzerland in late November.”

Now, a drum roll please. I want to introduce you to the Jewish
curlers who make up the team that has thus far performed more than
astonishingly well.

Skip: ADAM FREILICH is a Quebec junior curling champion from
Montreal whose dad is Israeli.

Third: YUVAL GRINSPUN lives in Toronto and was born in Israel.
Second and vice-skip: JEFF LUTZ lives in Detroit and curls in

Windsor. The Syracuse University collegiate curler recently exercised
his Right of Return (as a person of Jewish descent) in order to acquire
Israeli citizenship. Lutz boasted an 11-5 career collegiate record.

Brothers GABRIEL AND GILAD KEMPENICH rotate between lead
and alternate. They live in Maryland and were both born in Israel.

Coach: CALVIN EDIE is a Winnipegger who, according to
Braunstein, has done a terrific job in passing on his knowledge of the
game.

Now, realistically speaking, nobody expected the Israelis to do that
well at the Granite against pro curlers such as a Stoughton, McEwen
or Carruthers. For the Jewish boys, it was both an educational and
worthwhile experience that would hold them in good stead prior to
departing to the Netherlands.

According to Terry, the Israelis were competitive: “They fared quite
well in three out of five games and were blown out in two others.” 

I received an e-mail from Jeff Lutz’s wife Cara, who travelled to the
Netherlands with her husband for the European Cs event, which the
boys had to win if they were to proceed on to the Bs in Switzerland
come November.

Their ultimate goal, of course, is to qualify for the 2018 Winter
Olympics in Pyongschen, South Korea. 

Cara  went on to describe how the underdogs pulled off the upset of
the European Cs tournament. “After their first four games they were 1-
3. In Game Five they were in a sudden death situation and had to win
or be eliminated from the medal race. The team went on to win seven
games in a row including (beating) fourth place Slovakia and first
place Ireland, which resulted in Israel capturing silver and advancing
to the B’s in Switzerland. Belgium won gold and Ireland bronze.

As for Braunstein, who is a maven if anyone is: “They have improved
dramatically since we first brought them to the selection and training
camp in Minneapolis in June.”

Terry, who laughingly refers to himself, as the “unpaid consultant” is
modest to a fault. He did, however, share with me that there was
indeed compensation for him… of sorts (my words).

“I was e-mailing there (the Netherlands) everyday to learn of the
results. We helped find the curlers and trained them. You become
attached. You get to know them. They’re a great bunch of guys. It’s the
most excited I’ve been in 25 years,”

Test question: Did the aforementioned upset, upset Braunstein, or is
the bowl of cherries overflowing?

POST PATTER:
One of he main individuals behind the formation of the Israeli team

is Simon Pack, an American with a sports management degree from
Ohio State University, who moved to Israel a number of years ago and
was involved with the Israeli baseball Association before he took on

the position of Director of Development for the Israel Curling
Federation (ICF).

I asked Braunstein about attendance of Jewish supporters at the
Granite games and he felt that a lack of publicity about the team at
that time kept the numbers down. I might also add that the Curling
Tour event was held during the High Holidays.

According to Maclean’s Magazine: “Only about 200 people curl in
Israel and less than five ice rinks exist in the entire country.”

Cara Lutz also stressed that “Having exceeded expectations, they
now have no funding for the trip to Switzerland, and so the next tough
challenge is going to be fund raising and sponsorship to help pay for
that trip. This one event alone will cost them around $30,000 - let
alone any other events that they compete in this year or training they
do.”

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and
covers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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The Israeli National Curling Team (L-R): Coach Calvin Edie, Gilad
Kempenich, Gabriel Kempenich, Jeff Lutz, Yuval Grinspun, Adam
Freilich. 
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