
By BERNIE BELLAN

L
ast November we reported on a talk
given by Daniel Amzallag, who is the
National Media & Volunteer

Coordinator for Canadian Magen David
Adom. In his article about Amzallag’s talk at
the Berney Theatre, Myron Love noted that
“The organization has at its disposal 900
ambulances (three of which were donated by
the Winnipeg chapter of the CMDA) and sev-
eral hundred scooters (two of which have been
contributed by the Winnipeg CMDA) to allow
first responders to get to critical scenes quick-
ly in cases where traffic may be heavy.”

At the end of the article Myron wrote: “If
you would like to donate to Canadian Magen
David Adom, go to https://www.cmdai.org.

(Since that article first appeared, two scoot-
ers have been donated to Magen David Adom
by the Winnipeg chapter of CMDA, the most
recent one having just been donated two weeks
ago, as you are about to learn.)

On Tuesday evening, September 25, Daniel
Amzallag was back in Winnipeg – this time as
one of the guest speakers at an event put on by
an organization known as “Friends of Israel”
(not to be confused with Winnipeg Friends of

Israel). This time Amzallag brought something
with him: an emergency medical scooter
donated to Magen David Adom by
Winnipegger (and JP&N reader) Helen
Atnikov.

As you can see in the picture accompanying
this article, the box at the back of the scooter
contains the following inscription:
“Supporting Israel in loving memory of Dr.
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Christian Zionist group shows its love for Israel at Winnipeg event
By BERNIE BELLAN

O
ver 200 people were in attendance at an
evening billed as “Honour Israel Night”
on Tuesday, September 25, at the

Victoria Inn. The event was sponsored by a
Christian Zionist group known as “Friends of
Israel”.

One of the primary organizers for the evening
was Winnipegger John Plantz who, many read-
ers may remember, used to be the librarian at
the former Jewish Public Library on Main
Street. Although a practicing Christian, Plantz
also considers himself Jewish, something he
explained to an audience in March 2017 during
a Jewish Heritage Centre event that focused on
former Jewish farm settlements in Manitoba. 

During the portion of the evening that was
devoted to the history of the Jewish farm set-
tlement in Camper, Manitoba (where Plantz
grew up), he explained to the audience “that he had no idea he was Jewish
until he was 30 years old. It was only inadvertently that he discovered that
fact, he said, when his mother happened to mention it to him.

“When he asked his father why he had never
told him that he was Jewish, Plantz said that his
father came up with the rather lame retort:
‘Why didn’t you ask?’”

For years now Plantz has devoted himself to
advocating on behalf of Israel, often leading
tours there himself. Yet, when Plantz began to
spread the word about the event that was
planned for September 25th, I have to admit that
I was somewhat confused what the purpose of
the evening was to be – as were other people
with whom I spoke, who asked me if I knew
much about this group, “Friends of Israel”.
(Also, more than one person with whom I
spoke wondered whether this group was the
same as “Winnipeg Friends of Israel”. I had to
admit I didn’t know much about Friends of

Israel, but the poster advertising the event said there would be music,
speakers, and kosher refreshments.

But, ten days

ARIEL
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read articles in the JP&N telling about
Magen David Adom’s  need for more

emergency medi-scooters in Israel.

Continued on next page. See Honour Israel.

Continued on next page. See MDA.
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Bernard Atnikov and
Miriam Atnikov
Segal by Helen
Atnikov, Winnipeg,
Canada 2018.

According to infor-
mation on the
Canadian Magen
David Adom web-
site, a Magen David
Adom medi-cycle
emergency scooter,
“which is driven by a
paramedic, can get
through traffic faster
than the Standard
Ambulance or MICU and provide pre-hospital care. It contains life-sav-
ing equipment, including a defibrillator, an oxygen tank, and other essen-
tial medical equipment.” The cost of one such scooter is $35,000.

Helen Atnikov told us that after she read articles in our paper written by
both Myron Love and Rebeca Kuropatwa (who, along with her husband
Ami Bakerman, has given tireless support to CMDA), she decided to
make a donation to CMDA toward the purchase of one of these scooters. 

When I learned of Mrs. Atnikov’s wonderful gift, I told Daniel
Amzallag that if anyone reading this article also decides to make a gen-
erous donation to CMDA, next time, “it’s an ambulance or nothing!”
(Just kidding… CMDA will accept a gift of any size.)

before the event was
to take place I
received a phone call
from John Plantz
asking me whether I
might be able to let
people know that 100
tickets for the Honour
Israel Night were now available free of charge. I told Plantz that, given
the short notice – and the fact our Sept. 19 issue had already gone to print,
I would post something to our Facebook page (which has over 1,000
likes). 

As it turned out though, the audience at the event was predominantly
Christian. Plantz told me he received quite a few phone calls as a result
of what I posted on Facebook but, just as I was unsure what this was all
about, so were many of the individuals who did contact him to inquire
about tickets.

That’s really a shame because, as it turned out, Friends of Israel did put
on a wonderful evening devoted to providing  support for the State of
Israel. (Read my Short take column on page 4 to read my impressions of
going from one event where Israel came in for strong criticism – the sym-
posium on Israel, Palestine and International Law, to an event that can be
fairly described as a love-in for Israel.)

Musical entertainment was provided by the always wonderful Ron
Paley and his band, along with singer Sarah Sommer. Among the speak-
ers were Rob Berkowits of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, Ariel
Karabelnicoff of the Jewish National Fund, and Daniel Amzallag of
Canadian Magen David Adom. 

Several speakers from Friends of Israel spoke about their organization’s
long history of support for Israel and the Jewish people. Founded in 1938
in Philadelphia, Friends of Israel began as an organization known as
Friends of Israel Refugee Relief Committee, which was devoted to pro-
viding assistance to Jewish refugees fleeing Europe in the 1930s. Later,
following the end of World War II, the organization changed its focus to
providing relief for survivors of the Holocaust and changed its name to
Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society.

In 1974 the organization changed its name again – this time to Friends
of Israel Gospel Ministry. Also in the same year Friends of Israel began
taking tour groups to Israel; currently FOI runs four tours a year to Israel.

Toward the end of the evening John Plantz announced that Friends of
Israel was donating $4500 to Canadian Magen David Adom.

MDA
Continued from
page 1.

Honour
Israel
Continued from

page 1.

Representatives of Canadian Magen David
Adom at Honour Israel night September 25,
in front of an MDA emergency medi-scooter
l-r: DANIEL AMZALLAG, National Media
& Volunteer Coordinator; SHARON
FRAIMAN, Western Region Coordinator;
AMI BAKERMAN, member of Winnipeg
chapter, CMDA.

Members of Friends of Israel holding cakes
created by Gunn’s Bakery in honour of
Israel’s 70th anniversary

Rady JCC and Winnipeg Architecture Foundation 
Present Morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series

The Radiant Sun: Ruth Adler Schnee

The Rady JCC and the Winnipeg Architecture Foundation are pleased to
be present the third installment in the Morley Blankstein Architecture
Film Series on Tuesday, October 9 at 7:30 p.m. 

The Radiant Sun explores the life and work of mid-century American
designer Ruth Adler Schnee, who has been called a “Detroit treasure” and
an “American legacy.” Along with her family, Schnee fled Nazi Germany
soon after Kristallnacht, and settled in Detroit.

In 1944 she studied under Walter Gropius at Harvard University, after
receiving a fellowship to the Harvard University Graduate School of
Architecture and Design. In 1945, she received a bachelor of fine arts
degree from Rhode Island School of Design (RISD). Adler-Schnee interned
with Raymond Loewy in New York City and she received a master of fine
arts degree from Cranbrook Academy in 1946, becoming the first woman
to receive a graduate degree in architecture from the school. She also
won a Chicago Tribune residential design competition in 1946. She stud-
ied architecture with Eliel Saarinen at Cranbrook and it was here she
became interested in textile design. 

The internship with industrial designer Raymond Loewy and degrees
from RISD and Cranbrook under Eliel Saarinen prepared her for a design
career. With her husband Edward Schnee, she formed Adler-Schnee
Associates, a design studio and store that helped bring modernism to
Michigan. 

As a space planner, Adler-Schnee collaborated with noted architects
including Yamasaki, Fuller, and Wright. The pivotal exhibition Design
1935–1965: What Modern Was (1991) featured Adler-Schnee’s textile
designs. At age 90, she continues to work as a space planner and textile
designer. The film The Radiant Sun adds Adler-Schnee’s story to the grow-
ing scholarship on the American Modernist–era and expands knowledge
about women designers’ influence on the built environment. In 2015 she
was awarded The Kresge Foundation’s Eminent Artist for Lifetime
Achievement in her introduction of post-war modernism to the Detroit area. 

The Morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series was launched at the
Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival in June 2017 with the screen-
ing of the film Incessant Visions on the untold story German Architect Erich
Mendelsohn, which was followed by the film Harry Seidler Modernist
and Moshe Safdie: The Poser of Architecture.

This unique series pays tribute to Morley Blankstein z”l who was a well-
known architect, community leader and philanthropist. Special thanks to
the Blankstein Family for their support. Tickets are available at the Rady
JCC at www.radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7510.
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THE CJA CAMPAIGN 
EVENT OF THE YEAR!

The Combined Jewish Appeal Campaign of the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg is excited to invite you to a celebration of
community milestones on Wednesday, October 10, 7:30 pm at The
Metropolitan Entertainment Centre, 281 Donald Street!

The 2018 CJA Campaign kicked off on September 1, marking Day
1 of 120 Days of IMPACT. This year’s shortened campaign encour-
ages the community to come together and make an IMPACT before
December 31.

The CJA supports agencies and programs locally, nationally and
around the world which care for those in need, connect Jewish com-
munities worldwide and enrich Jewish life and learning.

The Combined Jewish Appeal, once called The Jewish Welfare Fund
of Winnipeg, started out in 1938 by raising $75,000 to its inaugural
campaign. We are proud to have raised over $5.76 million in our
most recent CJA Campaign. This year, marking the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg’s 80th anniversary, we look forward to a suc-
cessful campaign to create a brighter future and a more secure Jewish
Winnipeg.

Join us as we celebrate this success at the CJA event of the year on
Day 40 of IMPACT at Footprints: Celebrate the Past, March to the
Future. This evening of entertainment featuring Those Guys and many
surprises is sure to be an amazing night! Along with celebrating our
annual campaign and Federation’s 80th anniversary, March of the
Living, a program funded in part by the Jewish Federation of
Winnipeg, will be featured as 2018 marks 30 years of their journeys.

To date, over 400 local youth have participated in the March of the
Living. This program has a proven positive IMPACT on the partici-
pants’ Jewish identity and involvement with the Jewish community.

Register for this FREE community-wide event now at jewish-
winnipeg.org/footprints or call 204.477.7424.

Our future, powered by you.

Prof. Richard Menkis tells story of
two different rabbis who traveled

throughout Western Canada
By 
BERNIE BELLAN

O
n a cloudy Sunday
afternoon when
not much else was

going on at the Asper
Campus, approximately
125 people gathered in the
Multipurpose room of the
Campus to hear a talk by
Prof. Richard Menkis
about two rabbis who
traveled through Western
Canada in the 1920s.

Tiled “Two Travelers
and Two Canadian Jewish
Wests”, at first blush Menkis’s talk seemed to be somewhat esoteric in
nature. After all, as Menkis himself noted, when one thinks of rabbis who
made their mark in Western Canada in the 20th Century, the name most often
thought of is that of Rabbi Israel Kahanovitch, whose title was actually
“Chief Rabbi of Western Canada” – not Rabbi Joseph Hertz or Rabbi
Yeshye Horowitz, the subjects of Menkis’s talk.

But, as Menkis explained in his anecdote-filled talk for over an hour on
September 23rd,  Rabbis Hertz and Horowitz, were of fascination to him not
so much for any impact they might have had on Winnipeg – or anywhere
else in Western Canada, for that matter, but for the written records they left
that referred to their impressions of Western Canada, also for the impact
their writings later had. 

What Menkis found most interesting about the two rabbis was their con-
trasting perspectives on Jewish life in Western Canada. The two rabbis came
from quite different worlds; Rabbi Hertzog was Chief Rabbi of the British
Empire and wanted very much to be accepted by the British establishment
everywhere in the Empire, while Rabbi Horowitz was a learned Chasid who
came from Safed , who was the first Lubavitch rabbi in Winnipeg, and who
cared not a whit about being accepted by the non-Jewish establishment.

Their different accounts though provide what Menkis described as an
“understanding of what have come to be known as the ‘mini Wests’.” In
using that term Menkis said he was offering a perspective on the history of
the West (including both Canada and the U.S.) that stood in contrast to the
stereotypical version of the West as having been settled only by Christians. 

There were several “Jewish Wests” in this more nuanced version of histo-
ry, and during his talk Menkis said he wanted to focus specifically on “two
Jewish Wests” as described in the writings of Rabbis Hertz and Horowitz.
While much has been written about secular Jewish life in Canada, Menkis
noted that Jewish historical societies have not paid much attention to reli-
gious Jewish life. In wanting to do that though, Menkis said his “intent is
not to minimize the secular perspective, but to complement it”.

Menkis began his talk by telling an amusing story about a book that came
out in 1912, and which was a biographical guide to rabbis around the world.
Menkis related that when he perused that book he saw listings for rabbis in
Canada “in Montreal, Toronto, Ottawa, and Hamilton,” but none for rabbis
in Winnipeg. He discovered the reason for that omission, however, when he
found a listing for Winnipeg rabbis in the Africa section of the book, where
they were listed under “Manitomba”!

Menkis then delved into the story of Rabbi Hertz’s visit to Western
Canada, in 1921, when he “landed on the Pacific Coast, on tour for the
British Empire”. Rabbi Hertz liked to be seen – and photographed, with
government officials wherever he went, and Menkis showed a photograph
of Rabbi Hertz with the lieutenant-governor of British Columbia, also with
another rabbi who accompanied him on his journey, Rabbi Herbert Samuel,
who was then the rabbi of the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in Winnipeg.

While “religious emissaries had been coming all along to promote a cer-
tain kind of Judaism” in Western Canada, Menkis noted, they had the com-
mon characteristic of being “ ‘schnorrers’ for various institutions”, for
which they were trying to raise money.

Rabbi Hertz, however, “was no schnorrer”, Menkis explained. “He trav-
eled in some comfort; and, rather than trying to raise money, he “was trying
to promote an Anglo-Jewish Orthodoxy”.

Rabbi Hertz promoted a “progressive conservative” approach to Judaism,
Menkis said. “He felt he could spread the ideals of Anglo-Jewish Orthodoxy
by personal contact. He traveled throughout the Anglo-Jewish world of the
time trying to enhance the prestige of the Chief Rabbi.”

In wanting to be accepted by the Anglo establishment wherever he went,
Rabbi Hertz was interested in promoting a pluralism which he saw as defin-
ing the British Empire at that time. “The British Commonwealth of nations
is most perfect”, he wrote. Rabbi Hertz was keen to laud the Empire for its
tolerance toward Jews. He also spoke glowingly of how “Jews had partici-
pated eagerly in Continued on page 7. See Richard Menkis.

PAUL (left) & FRED SWITZER, who cre-
ated the Switzer Cooperstock prize for the
best essay on Western Canadian Jewish
history, awarded biennially, flank Prof.
RICHARD MENKIS.



Short takes

T
here was a moment during the talk given
by Prof. Richard Menkis at the Jewish
Heritage Centre’s Switzer-Cooperstock

lecture on Sept. 25 that reminded me how much
history tends to repeat itself. 

Menkis spoke about two rabbis who wrote
about their impressions of Winnipeg during the
1920s when they both had occasion to be here -
in the one case for just a brief visit, in the other,

for many years.
The moment to which I’m referring came when Prof. Menkis noted that

Rabbi Yehsaye Horowitz had come to Winnipeg from what was then
British-Mandate Palestine at the invitation of a group of Jewish butchers,
ostensibly to supervise kashrut in Winnipeg; however, when Rabbi
Horowitz arrived here he was told that the supervision of kashrut lay exclu-
sively under the jurisdiction of Rabbi Israel Kahanovitch. Ah – turf wars
over kashrut…isn’t that typically the case whenever you have different
bodies claiming to be the authentic arbiters of what is kosher and what
isn’t?

Coming so soon after the surprising news that a Winnipeg restaurant,
BerMax Caffé, which had opened up specifically to serve the kosher com-
munity here, had decided to go non-kosher, Prof. Menkis’s anecdote served
to remind how long there have been battles among different authorities
claiming to have the right to decide what’s best for the Jewish community
here when it comes to determining standards of kashrut.

But, when I’ve spoken with various individuals here who are involved to
one extent or another with kosher supervision in Winnipeg, I always end up
asking them how many people they actually think are strictly kosher here?
Of course, it’s awfully difficult to answer that question, but it certainly
deserves at least an attempt at ascertaining. 

The reason I pose the question is that the cost of adhering to a certain
standard of kashrut is becoming hugely expensive for many of our institu-
tions. It has always been costlier to keep kosher than not, but when you
look at the costs faced by such facilities as the Simkin Centre, the Gwen
Secter Centre, and our two sleep-over camps, Camp Massad and B’nai
Brith Camp, the constantly escalating costs of keeping kosher faced by
those four institutions has become especially onerous in recent years.

A few years ago, however, the annual Y Sports Dinner also used to be
kosher - but it isn’t any more. Anyone requesting a kosher meal in advance
can obtain one at that dinner, but I’m told that typically the number of such
requests can be counted on the fingers of both hands – and that’s for an
occasion which has on average of  anywhere from 1100-1600 attendees.

Why, therefore, can’t the Sports Dinner serve as a template for other
Jewish institutions here? Simply put, make Jewish meals available for
those individuals requesting them, but allow the camps and the Simkin
Centre in particular to do what the Rady JCC is allowed to do at its sports
dinner: Serve kosher meals upon request, but otherwise serve non-kosher

meals.

It shouldn’t be too
difficult to have kosher
meals prepared at one
central location, such as
the Simkin Centre for
instance, which could
still maintain a sepa-
rate, smaller kosher
kitchen, and have those
meals delivered frozen
to the camps. (For the
time being I would
leave the Gwen Secter
Centre out of this dis-
cussion, as it doesn’t
prepare kosher meals
on nearly the same
scale as the Simkin
Centre and the camps.

Of course, a problem
with what I am propos-
ing is that it would be
objectionable to a cer-
tain segment of our
community. I am old
enough to remember
though when this news-
paper used to carry
columns by the late
George Skulsky, who
railed against the old

Y.M.H.A. opening up on Saturday afternoons for its juvenile members.
Times have changed, however and the question is: Just how many people
would object to what I am proposing?

Let’s be honest about this:  Keeping kosher does not retain the impor-
tance for Jewish families that it once did. Further, we should be asking our-
selves what programs and services are being cut or are never being estab-
lished in the first place by the Simkin Centre and the two sleep-over camps
as a result of having to absorb the ever-escalating cost of keeping kosher
for everyone in those institution? Remember, I am not suggesting that
kosher food not be made available; I am simply suggesting that it be made
available only upon request. (I should add that no one at either the Simkin
Centre or the two camps has approached me with this idea. I am aware
though, from occasional discussions with principals involved in all three of
those institutions, just how difficult it has become to cope with the costs of
maintaining kosher facilities.) 

Speaking of changing times, within the past two weeks I attended two
events the likes of which I had never attended previously during my 34
years of involvement with this paper: A symposium on Israel and interna-
tional law mounted by a number of organizations that are highly critical of
Israel, and a celebration of Israel mounted by Christian Zionists. Talk about
two contrasting events!

Granted, there have been many events held in Winnipeg over the years
whose focus has been to  pile opprobrium upon Israel, but the recently held
symposium to which I’ve just referred brought together a number of
respected academics (although I’m sure some defenders of Israel might
question my use of the word “respected”) who discussed Israel and inter-
national law in a restrained and thought-provoking manner.

In addition, there was a healthy and cordial exchange of views between
two lawyers, David Matas and Michael Lylk about whether Israel is in vio-
lation of the Fourth Geneva Convention on human rights. As I wrote about
that event in our last issue: If only our own organized Jewish community
would consider mounting a program in which critics of Israeli policies and
defenders of those policies could debate the issue in a thoughtful and
respectful manner, as was the case at the recently held symposium. It would
be refreshing to allow those members of our Jewish community who are
critical of Israeli policy vis-a-vis the Palestinians and who are often con-
sidered pariahs by the established Jewish community the opportunity to
have their voices heard within a forum attended by the Jewish community
at large.

Finally, as I noted in my report about the event put on by the “Friends of
Israel” on September 25th, I did not recognize many Jewish faces at that
event, despite the considerable extent to which the event was promoted
within the Jewish community. Regardless how one may feel about
“Christian Zionists” there was no attempt to proselytize at the “Honour
Israel” night. The heartfelt support shown by so many Christians for Israel
should be deeply appreciated by Jews. It’s somewhat ironic that Christian
tourism to Israel far surpasses Jewish tourism. Also, it’s worth noting that
not once during the Honour Israel night did I hear one mention made of
Israel having a right to territories beyond the “Green line”; the event was
purely apolitical.

I have to admit, however, that I am confused about the difference
between “Friends of Israel” and “Bridges for Peace”, which is also a
Christian organization that maintains very strong support for the State of
Israel. And, to be honest, I have some serious reservations about the sup-
port that Christian Zionists give to President Trump. Still, speaking realis-
ticaly, you sometimes have to form alliances with groups whose funda-
mental principles might be largely at odds with what you believe.

What those who were in attendance that September evening demonstrat-
ed though was that they have a deeply-felt love for Israel. It’s somewhat
disappointing that not more members of our Jewish community  came out
that evening to show appreciation for what our Christian friends have done
in support of Israel. Perhaps it was simply due to uncertainty at what the
evening was all about. And yes, I’m highly critical of Israel’s position with
regard to the occupied territories, but in no way does that mean that I have
any less the love for the State of Israel. All views are represented within
this newspaper – and our goal is to reflect the many and often contradicto-
ry views about that fascinating country that are held within our own com-
munity - and with the non-Jewish community as well.

Published every second Wednesday. 
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Correction
In our Sept. 19 issue we wrote that city councillor Marty Morantz had

been approached by former city councillor Scott Fielding with the idea to
seek the Conservative nomination for the Federal riding of Charleswood-
St. James-Assiniboia-Headingley. In fact, we got our Scotts mixed up. It
was current city councillor Scott Gillingham who approached Morantz
with the idea. As I noted in an e-mail to Marty after he pointed out my mis-
take: “Great Scott!”
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“Israeli-Palestinian peace process” long-running delusion
By MYRON LOVE

I suppose it is to some degree human nature to only hear what you want
to hear.

Or, to put it another way, once you have signed on a delusion, it is very
difficult to break free and recognize the folly of believing in said delusion.

Take, for example, the mythical “Israeli-Palestinian peace process”. All
those world leaders, diplomats, media people and anti-Israel academics just
don’t seem to be able to hear or are unwilling to give credence to Hamas
leaders who regularly aver that they will never sign a peace treaty with
Israel or recognize Israel and whose primary goal in life is to destroy the
Jewish State of Israel

This viewpoint is once more clearly enunciated in a column on
September 26 on the Gatestone Institute webpage by Arab Muslim writer
Bassam Tawil.

He poses the question: “What does Hamas, the Palestinian terror group
that rules the Gaza Strip, mean when it says that it “won’t pay any politi-
cal price” in return for a truce agreement with Israel? Answer: No to rec-
ognizing Israel, no to abandoning the dream of eliminating Israel, and no
to disarming.

In recent weeks,” he reports, “several Hamas leaders and spokesmen
have repeatedly been quoted as saying that their group will not make any
political concessions as part of a truce deal with Israel. The statements
came as Egypt and the United Nations continue their effort to reach a truce
that would end the ongoing violence along the border between the Gaza
Strip and Israel.”

The same sentiments are echoed by Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ,) the
second largest terrorist group in the Gaza Strip.

“When Hamas and PIJ talk about paying a political price,’ Tawil notes,
“they are referring to demands (by Israel and many in the international
community) that the Palestinian terrorist groups lay down their weapons,
halt terrorist attacks on Israel, and abandon their dream of eliminating
Israel and replacing it with an Islamist state. These are terms, of course, to
which no Palestinian terrorist group could ever afford to agree, not even in
return for the blockade on the Gaza Strip being lifted or economic and
humanitarian aid to the two million Palestinians living in the coastal
enclave. Accepting such conditions would make them look bad in the eyes
of their supporters, who would then accuse them of betraying the Arabs and
Muslims by failing to fulfill their promise of destroying Israel.

“Anyone who thinks that Hamas or PIJ or any other terrorist group would
ever agree to disarm is living in an illusion. It is unthinkable. As far as these
groups are concerned, keeping their weapons is tremendously more impor-
tant than improving the living conditions of the Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip.

“To be clear, when the Palestinian terrorist groups talk about “resis-

tance,” they are referring to terror attacks on Israel. These include suicide
bombings, launching rockets and mortars towards Israel, and hurling
explosive devices and firebombs at Israeli soldiers and civilians. These
groups do not believe in any form of peaceful and non-violent protests. For
them, there is only one realistic option to achieve their goal of destroying
Israel: the armed struggle.”

Tawil adds that “anyone who thinks that Hamas or any other terror group
would agree to abandon its extremist ideology in return for easing the eco-
nomic restrictions on the Gaza Strip is also living in a dream world. This is
an ideology that clearly states that Jews have no right to live in a sovereign
and independent state of their own on what many perceive as “Muslim-
owned land.”

“To their credit,” Tawil points out, “Hamas and its allies in the Gaza Strip
openly remind the world at every opportunity that their ultimate goal is to
“liberate all of Palestine,” from the Mediterranean Sea to the Jordan River:
the exact area of Israel.

“Hamas and its allies do not care about the well-being of their people in
the Gaza Strip. They are determined to fight Israel to the last Palestinian.”

Ah, but there is Mahmoud Abbas , the President (for life, it seems) of the
Palestinian statelet on the West Bank (Aka Samaria and Judea) – the “peace
partner”, the dwellers in fantasy land would say. Abbas is the “peace part-
ner” who exhorts his people to hatred and violence against Jews and
Israelis, celebrates terrorist attacks against Jews and Israelis and richly
compensates said terrorist attackers and their families for their supposed
valiant deeds in murdering women and children.

And even if Abbas’ successor truly wants peace with Israel, he only rep-
resents about half of the Palestinians (and then, only if he is voted into
office in a free and fair election – which is unlikely). How is Israel sup-
posed to make peace with a peoples who can’t even find peace between
themselves.

As JNS writer Yisrael Medad points out in an article in the Algemeiner
on August 21, Abbas’ Palestinian Authority “is a non-democratic dictator-
ship ruled by a variety of competing terrorist warlords. The political,
human, and civil rights of its Arab residents are virtually non-existent. It
promotes terror and intransigence, does not encourage peace and coexis-
tence with Jews and Israel, while religiously promoted anti-Jewish preju-
dices are ingrained through its educational system from the lowest grades
up.

“If any peace arrangement is to be explored, it can come only after there
is full peace between the PLO/Fatah and Hamas for a number of years and
then after a deprogramming process of the terror and anti-Jewish educa-
tional content of the schools’ curriculum as well as the PA’s sponsored
media outlets has been in force for a decade,” Medad writes.

The world laughed at Trump, but Iran and its enablers should not
Contempt for the president is widespread, but he is more likely to get the last laugh on this issue than his detractors.

(September 26,
2018 / JNS) The
international commu-
nity made no secret of
its contempt for U.S.
President Donald
Trump when he spoke
to the U.N. General
Assembly this week.

So it was little surprise that when the president
uttered a typical piece of Trumpian braggadocio
with a tenuous connection to the truth—“In less
than two years, my administration has accom-
plished more than almost any administration in
the history of our country”—the response was
peals of laughter from the normally restrained
audience of officials in the chamber.

For most of the media, this was a telling
moment not just because it momentarily flum-
moxed the president, but because it also con-
formed to the way his opponents think of him. Trump’s critics see him in
general as unworthy of the presidency, but his lack of knowledge about for-
eign affairs and respect for the post-World War II order has caused him to
be regarded by the policy establishment as a hopeless ignoramus and a dan-
ger to the world.

But while that disdain resonated in the media coverage of the speech,
those doing the chortling shouldn’t be too confident that they will have the
last laugh. Trump’s willingness to challenge the establishment’s conven-

tional wisdom and to rail at “globalists”
may seem comical at the United Nations
and on CNN. But those who think that the
international community will be able to
thwart his efforts to overturn the Iran
nuclear deal are the ones who are playing
the fool.

That Trump would think to brag at the
world-body arena about his Middle East
policies was inconceivable to his U.N. audi-
ence. They regard his willingness to drop
the international community’s fiction about
Jerusalem not being Israel’s capital as
shocking. They feel just as strongly about
Trump’s plans to finally hold the
Palestinians accountable for their rejection
of peace and support for terror. But on
Jerusalem, as well as seeking the end of
UNRWA—the U.N. agency that is devoted
to perpetuating the Palestinian refugee prob-

lem rather than resolving it—Trump is merely showing common sense.

Though bereft of policy experience, he understands that the “experts”
have spent the last few decades being consistently wrong about the conflict
between Israel and the Palestinians. Yet even some who favor Israel worry
that his support is meaningless since they view Trump as destroying
American influence in the world.

It is in that context that his
stance on Iran actually proves

U.S. President Donald Trump addresses the 73rd
session of the U.N. General Assembly on Sept. 25,
2018, at the United Nations Headquarters in New
York. Credit: Official White House Photo by Joyce N.
Boghosian.

By

JONATHAN S. TOBIN

Continued on page 6. See “Tobin”.
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Myron Love

Marsha Brick carrying on parents’ legacy of top quality furniture, service

F
red and Cynthia
Brick were a for-
midable team. The

founders of Brick’s Fine
Furniture had to be
strong in order to suc-
cessfully fight off the
legal efforts – 30-some
years ago - by a major
national furniture retail-

er with a similar name to force the Winnipeg cou-
ple to change the name of their well-established
business.

Fred passed away two years ago – after a
lengthy illness – and Cynthia this past summer –
leaving their daughter, Marsha, with a tough act
to follow. But Marsha Brick learned from the best
and has shown that she is up to the challenge of
carrying on her parents’ almost 50-year legacy.

Marsha is not only standing on the shoulders of her parents. She is fol-
lowing in a long line of independent retailers going back five generations.
She notes that a great-great-grandmother in Poland had a store. A great-
grandfather operated a fruit and vegetable store. And her baba, Zelda
Dreman, was the founder of Sharon’s Linens, China and Gifts for many
years along with her other daughter (and Marsha’s aunt), Sharon Ganetsky.

“As kids, we spent a lot of time in our parents’ store,” recalls Marsha, the
oldest of five siblings, “and we all worked in the family business at one
time or another.”

Her own work background however – before joining the family business
full time almost 12 years ago – was in the food service industry. Readers
may remember Marsha behind the counter at Omnitsky Fine Foods, for
example. She also worked at Gary’s Deli and Nibbler’s Nosh and as exec-
utive chef on the Lord Selkirk riverboat for a season.

It was while working for Smitty’s in St. James that she injured her back.
“At that point, I decided to go back to school and take a sales and market-
ing program,” she says. “After graduation, I wasn’t able to find an opening.
Being a single parent, I needed a job. I saw an ad for a furniture company
and applied. I wasn’t happy though with the quality of the product they
were selling.”

At that juncture, her mother invited her to come to work for Brick’s Fine
Furniture. “I thought that I would stay for five years, then try something
else,” she recalls. “I had had differences working with my parents in the
past.

“But this time, it clicked.”
That was about the time that Fred Brick became ill and was forced to

retire. At the time, the company also had a number of employees.

“Initially my mom and I fought quite a bit,”
she recounts, “but, after a while, we learned to
work together with mutual respect. We came to
realize that we had different strengths that com-
plemented each other. My mother was really
good with dealing with customers. My strength
was understanding what customers were look-
ing for and sourcing the products.”

She notes that Brick’s Fine Furniture has built
up a loyal following over the years – with some
customers going back to the early days on
Princess. The business was located on Lombard
when Marsha came on board. “Shortly after,”
she recalls, “mom and dad received a very good
offer for their building. They grabbed it. This
was just before the economic collapse in 2008.”

The next stop was on Market across from the
Royal Manitoba Theatre Centre. Marsha and

Cynthia moved to their present location at 171 Bannatyne Avenue three
years ago as a result of ongoing renovations to the upper floors of their
Market Street location.

“There was just too much dust,” she says. “We constantly had dust all
over our furniture.”

It was a tough summer for Marsha and Brick’s Fine Furniture. Not only
did she lose her mother, but also ongoing street construction in her area of
the Exchange District greatly cut into sales. “Our sales were down 90% in
August,” she says. “People were reluctant to come down because it was so
difficult finding parking.”

Equally difficult for Marsha is that she now operated the store all by her-
self. She notes that her brother, Ira, who has a deli nearby, comes in from
time to time – when he can – to relieve her. 

“I keep flexible hours,” she says. “For example, I have this longtime cus-
tomer, an older lady, who wanted to come down to the store but couldn’t
get a ride here. I arranged to pick her up myself on a Sunday.”

Marsha Brick is also carrying on another of her parents’ legacies. Thirty-
odd years ago, Fred Brick began writing a weekly slice-of-life column in
the Winnipeg Free Press. When he was unable to continue, Cynthia took it
on. Now Marsha is writing the column.

“I started writing the column under my mother’s byline a couple of
months before she died,” she says. “We would discuss the column before I
wrote it.”

Although it has been difficult adjusting to her mother’s absence in the
store, Marsha Brick is determined to carry on the business as long as she
can. And she is looking forward to Brick’s Fine Furniture’s sales getting
back to normal now that construction season is almost over. 

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

MARSHA BRICK
“As kids, we spent a lot of time in our parents’
store, and we all worked in the family busi-
ness at one time or another.”

the opposite point.
Though the United Nations and

America’s European allies think Trump is
isolating the United States and diminish-

ing its ability to influence events, it is they who are being unrealistic.
Whether they like it or not, Trump is getting his way on Iran, and nothing
his opponents are planning to do is likely to stop him.

The Europeans are adamant that the Iran deal is the best way to control
Iran’s nuclear program. But it is figures like French President Emmanuel
Macron, who denounced American policies at the United Nations, who are
the fabulists in this debate, not Trump.

The Iran deal was an act of appeasement on the part of President Barack
Obama that threw away the West’s leverage at the very moment when Iran
was at its weakest. The pact enriched and empowered a rogue regime to
the point where it is a greater threat to regional security than ever before,
and knows it only has to have the patience to wait for the nuclear deal to
expire within a decade before resuming its march to a bomb with the West
unable and unwilling to do anything about it.

The assumption by the Europeans and Obama supporters was that it was
irreversible because America’s allies would never consent to a return to
sanctions on Iran. That argument was always flawed. It was always with-
in the power of the United States to enact new sanctions and to deny the
right to do business with American financial institutions to any entity that
continued to operate in Iran. Enacting such sanctions would offend U.S.
allies, as well as other nations like Russia and China.

In other words, it was the kind of thing that only a Trump would do.
But far from being ineffective, the reaction from the European Union

and others shows that they know Trump is succeeding. The re-imposition

of sanctions on Iran’s oil exports is already having . When new, more far-
reaching sanctions are imposed in November, along with regulations that
will give the Europeans a choice between economic ties with the United
States or Iran, their problems will multiply. The brave talk from people
like E.U. head Federica Mogherini that they will create a bank that will
shield European companies from U.S. sanctions is as absurd as it is
unworkable. Trump may not be respected, but the idea that the Europeans
can afford to exist outside in isolation from the U.S. economy or that
American sanctions can’t bring Iran to its knees is the real joke.

Too many Trump critics are still looking at his foreign policy through the
lens of past conflicts. The “America First” slogan he has embraced has
frightening historical baggage, and his skepticism about NATO remains
troubling. But Trump’s push against the “globalists” is not anti-Semitic—
and not just because it is part of a clear tilt towards Israel.

As long as key U.S. allies seem more concerned about defending their
right to profit from commerce with Iran than in bringing to heal the
world’s leading state sponsor of terrorism or in holding the Palestinians
accountable for their terrorist acts, America will need a leader who is will-
ing to run roughshod over friends who act as Iran’s enablers. Seen from
that perspective, Trump looks a lot smarter than his European counter-
parts, who have tied themselves to failed destructive policies that must be
discarded to ensure the security of the West. They may think they can wait
him out until he is replaced in 2021. But a U.S. campaign to stop Iran is
likely to succeed before then. If so, it will be Trump who will be the one
smiling.

Jonathan S. Tobin is editor in chief of JNS — Jewish News Syndicate.
Follow him on Twitter at @jonathans_tobin.

Tobin
(Continued from page 5.)



World War I” in the service of the Empire.
When Rabbi Hertz arrived in Winnipeg in

1921 – the last stop on his tour of the West,
there were approximately 12,000 Jews living
here at the time. As noted earlier though,
Rabbi Kahanovitch was the Chief Rabbi of
Western Canada, serving not only the
Winnipeg Jewish community, but such other
smaller Jewish communities as Regina,
Estevan, Melville, and Moose Jaw. Yet,
Rabbi Hertz made no mention of him in his
account of his trip.

Instead, he promoted Rabbi Samuel, who
arrived in Winnipeg in 1914. (Interestingly, Menkis noted that Rabbi Samuel
had changed his name from “Sandheim” due to its German origin.) According
to Menkis, Rabbi Samuel “wanted to represent Jews favourably in a non-
Jewish world.” It’s no surprise then that Rabbi Samuel “didn’t form a good
impression among Eastern European Jews” in Winnipeg, Menkis observed.
He was considered an “assimilationist” by them.

As noted, despite Rabbi Hertz’s desire to be accepted by the non-Jewish
establishment, when it came to modes of Jewish observance, he was quite tra-
ditional. Further, he had a particular notion of Jewish education that stood at
odds with Jewish education streams in Winnipeg at that time.

According to Menkis, Rabbi Hertz was “unhappy that Jewish schools
weren’t instilling a proper Jewish ‘sentiment’ “ among students. He said that
“Hebrew had to be taught as a ‘holy language’. Rabbi Hertz “railed against
Hebrew-speaking teachers who offered primacy to Hebrew not as the lan-
guage of the ‘Shema’, but as the language of ‘Hatikva’.” In saying that, Rabbi
Hertz was focusing particular criticism on the Talmud Torah school, where
Hebrew was the language of instruction.

(Later I asked Menkis if he could elaborate on Rabbi Hertz’s criticism of the
Talmud Torah. Menkis explained that Rabbi Hertz’s objection to the manner
in which Hebrew was being taught at the Talmud Torah was that it was “sec-
ular Hebrew”. Menkis added that, although Rabbi Hertz was a “supporter of
Zionism, he didn’t buy into the cultural agenda of Zionism.”)

In response, however, to Menkis’s suggestion that Rabbi Hertz was critical
of the “secular Hebrew” that was being taught at the Talmud Torah, one audi-
ence member who said he was born in 1923 and was a former student of the
Talmud Torah not long after Rabbi Hertz would have visited Winnipeg stren-
uously objected to the notion that what was taught at the Talmud Torah could
have been described as “secular Hebrew”. 

“We learned ‘Chumash’ and ‘Rashi’ in Hebrew. Hertz was wrong,” the audi-
ence member insisted.

At the same time as he was arguing for a more traditional form of religious
observance, Rabbi Hertz was very much enamoured of the Church of England
and adopted a style of dress when he was in synagogue that was modeled after
“garb worn by ministers in the Church of England,” Menkis noted.

Thus, in Menkis’s description of him Rabbi Hertz came across as a man of
many contradictions. Later in his talk Menkis provided an explanation for
Rabbi Hertz’s seemingly contradictory approach to Judaism where, on the one
hand, he wanted so very much to be accepted by the Anglo establishment, yet
at the same time he wanted to promote a very traditional style of religious
observance.

In Menkis’s view, “Anglo Jewish Orthodoxy was an alternative to the
Reform movement in the U.S. It was one of the ways in which respectability
was offered” to members of the Jewish community who craved acceptance by
the Anglo establishment while not abandoning traditional forms of obser-
vance. To the extent that Reform didn’t gain a foothold in Western Canada,
Rabbi Hertz was successful in achieving that goal.

According to Menkis, the Reform movement failed to have an impact here
for quite some time; the first attempt came in 1927 with the opening of a
Reform temple here. That temple did not last, however, and it wasn’t until the
1960s that the Reform movement reestablished itself here.

Rabbi Horowitz’s attitude toward Jewish life was in marked contrast to
Rabbi Hertz’s. Menkis spent some time describing Rabbi Horowitz’s
Chasidic upbringing in Safed, where he excelled as a student. Rabbi Horowitz
came to Winnipeg in 1927 for “economic reasons”, according to Menkis.
(British Mandate Palestine was undergoing a severe economic depression at
the time.) In 1931, by the way, Winnipeg’s Jewish population was over
17,000.

In Menkis’s telling of how Rabbi Horowitz happened to end up all the way
in Winnipeg, “He had been promised a generous salary by some butchers if
he supervised kashruth” here, but when he arrived he was told that the super-
vision of kashruth was entirely under the rubric of Rabbi Kahanovitch. As a
result, it was difficult for Rabbi Horowitz to eke out a living here. According
to Menkis he made some money selling lulavs and etrogs, and negotiating the
sale of chometz at Passover.

In addition though, Rabbi Horowitz traveled throughout Western Canada,
raising funds for a book which he wanted to write – and which he eventually
did write, titling it “Yavo Shiloh”.

What Menkis found extraordinarily useful about Rabbi Horowitz’s writings

moreover, were the meticulous records he kept
about every Jewish community he visited in
Western Canada during his time here. He record-
ed information about every community he visited
which had a mikvah, for instance – and, as it
turned out, mikvahs were commonplace in
Jewish communities. He would also record the
name of every Jewish school in every communi-
ty that had a school, along with the names of
teachers in those schools.

In contrast with Rabbi Hertz, who looked
askance at the way Judaism was being practiced
in the Western communities which he visited and
whom Menkis described as being pessimistic in
his outlook, Rabbi Horowitz was optimistic about

Jews and not critical of their practices.
“Unlike Hertz, Horowitz praised the Talmud

Torah in Winnipeg for its educational practices,”
Menkis noted. “He was not inclined toward rebuke…it was not the way of
Chasidim – unlike the pessimism of other orthodoxies that said how difficult
it was to reach God.”

In addition, Rabbi Horowitz’s attitude stood apart from the warnings of East
European rabbis to Jews there not to emigrate to Canada or America because
of the “irreligiosity of North American Jews”. Rabbi Horowitz, in contrast,
“was favourable toward the emigration of East European Jews.”

In 1923, however, Canada changed its immigration policies, strictly limiting
the number of new immigrants it would allow in from Eastern Europe. One of
the results was there was a severe drop in the number of rabbis who were com-
ing to Western Canada from Eastern Europe. In turn, Winnipeg and other
Western Canadian communities began to look to the United States for new
rabbis.

But, the impact that both Rabbis Hertz and Horowitz had on Winnipeg lived
long after they had both left Winnipeg. As Menkis noted, the Jewish Diaspora
of the West developed identities that were fostered by certain kinds of travel-
ers…Rabbi Hertz’s vision of a British Empire that drew strength from its
diversity, and Rabbi Horowitz’s promotion of a vision constructed from his
Chasidic vision, in which he encouraged optimism among Jews to lay the cor-
nerstones of religious institutions.

Richard Menkis
Continued from page 3.
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Community news

Telephone: 311 Email: elections@winnipeg.ca
TTY: 204-986-1311 Website: winnipeg.ca/election2018

COMMUNITY ADVANCE VOTING LOCATIONS
All Community Advance Voting Locations will be open from  
October 16-18 from 3:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m.

COMMUNITY ADVANCE VOTING
Eligible voters can vote at any of the locations listed below. To vote, 
you will need ID proving your name and current address.

CHARLESWOOD-TUXEDO Roblin Park Community Club 
DANIEL MCINTYRE Valour Community Centre-Clifton Site 
ELMWOOD-EAST KILDONAN Melrose Park Community Centre 
FORT ROUGE-EAST FORT GARRY Fort Rouge Leisure Centre 
MYNARSKI St. John’s Leisure Centre 
NORTH KILDONAN North Kildonan Community Centre 
OLD KILDONAN Garden City Community Centre 
POINT DOUGLAS Northwood Community Centre 
RIVER HEIGHTS-FORT GARRY Corydon Community Centre-Crescentwood Site 
ST. BONIFACE Southdale Recreation Centre 
ST. JAMES Heritage Victoria Community Centre 
ST. NORBERT-SEINE RIVER St. Norbert Community Centre 
ST. VITAL Norberry-Glenlee Community Centre 
TRANSCONA East End Community Centre 
WAVERLEY WEST Manitoba Islamic Association-Grand Mosque

ADVANCE VOTING
OCTOBER 1-19, 201824

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19

Rabbi JOSEPH HERTZ
Rabbi YESHAYE

HOROWITZ
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Remis forum/Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
A. B. Yehoshua (1936) is one of the most famous Israeli

writers and a political activist. His new novel, “The
Tunnel”, tells the story of Zvi Luria, a retired engineer
who suffers from dementia. However, this sensitive psy-
chological novel turns into an allegory of Israeli politics:
if Jews and Palestinians forget their memories, they will
be able to live in  one Israeli state. Yehoshua advocates
for this identity dementia, moving away from his previ-
ous belief in a two state solution. Yehoshua is an Israeli
optimist. I am a Jewish diaspora pessimist. 

LANNY REMIS 
SPEAKERS FORUM

luncheon on Thursdays, 11:45 to 1:30
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue 

*****************************************
October, 2018

October 4th – Zev Cohen – grew up in the North End,
and went on to a successful career in Israel. At a recent
school reunion he reconnected with Bernie Bellan of The
Jewish Post & News who suggested we invite him to
address us. Zev is now writing short stories which are
soon (he hopes) to be translated from the Hebrew, and
published in English. They are colourful, these stories -
and perhaps smack a little of the North End scalawag that
lurks within.

October 11th – Bob Shawcross – is familiar to us all. It
would be hard to find a Remis member with a more faith-
ful attendance record. He will be reminiscing about the
start of his association with Lanny and with the Forum.
We will be expecting impromptu input from other mem-
bers, too, who go back even further. We’re hoping this to
be a kind of rough draft of ‘The History of the Lanny
Remis Speakers Forum’.

October 18th – Philipa Caplan – will speak about her
career at Macdonald Youth Services, and the work they do
for children and families in Winnipeg, Thompson, and
The Pas. MYS is the largest and oldest (est.1929) not-for-
profit youth serving agencies, serving 9,500 youth per
year, with a staff of 850 workers.

October 25th – Henry Trachtenberg – as well as teach-
ing at the Universities of Winnipeg, Manitoba, and
Brandon, Henry has been an historian with Manitoba
Culture & Heritage for almost 30 years. His topic “A
Jewish Liberal in Winnipeg’s North End: The Election of
Solomon Hart Green, 1910” is an expanded extract from
his PhD thesis on Antisemitism, Politics, and the Jews of
Winnipeg, 1882-1940.

For more information contact Allan Cantor at
allanpc@shaw.ca or 204-942-1766

Cost of luncheon $20.

Upcoming 
Jewish Radio Hour Shows

Listen to The Jewish Radio Hour - Sundays 1:30 - 2:30
PM CDT on Radio Station CKJS, 810 on the AM dial or
online at ckjs.com

On October 7th, the hosts will be Lyle Smordin and
Rochelle Zucker, whose Yiddish segment will feature
songs with lyrics by the poet Itzik Manger.

The hosts on October 14th will be Sid Halpern and
Rochelle Zucker. The featured artist will be Warsaw-born
Olga Avigail Mieleszczuk, who performed at the
Ashkenaz Festival in Toronto.

You can listen to past presentations on our podcast web-
site:

https://www.podomatic.com/podcasts/jewishradiohour
Follow us on Facebook: 
https://www.facebook.com/JewishRadioHourWinnipeg/



Toronto’s Ashkenaz Festival – The Winnipeg Connection
By SHARON LOVE

T
o r o n t o ’ s
A s h k e n a z
Festival, now in

its 12th biennial year,
is North America’s
largest festival of
global Jewish music
and culture. 

This year’s festival
was held between
August 28th and Sept.
3rd, 2018, with most
of the action having
taken place over the
long weekend at
Harbourfront. 

The international
and vibrant Jewish
music and cultural scene was reflected by artists from
many far away countries such as Italy, Poland, the for-
mer Soviet Union, Brazil, and Israel, to name a few.
There was even a 23-person ensemble of singers and
musicians from Melbourne, Australia! 

Among the over 250 artists were several names
familiar to Winnipeg audiences. Pianist and for-

mer Winnipeg resident Marilyn Lerner appeared throughout the festival. 
The Klezmer group, “Beyond the Pale”, author Michael Wex, pianist

Nina Shipilisky, clarinetist Michael Winograd (who was here in June along
with Joanne Borts at the Mameloshen concert) and Winnipeg-born Adeena
Karasick were all featured performers. 

Actress and singer Theresa Tova hosted the first late-night cabaret. Frank
London of Klezmatics fame, this year’s musician-in-residence, headlined
the Klezmer weekend held here in Winnipeg in October of 2015. The
theme of this year’s festival was that of “Women in Jewish Music and
Culture. Tango Yona featured Winnipeg’s own Jane Enkin on vocals.
Through songs in tango rhythm, the plight of women throughout the early
part of the 20th century was brought to life. 

This program, arranged by Enkin and sung in impeccable Yiddish, wove
the fabric of their often precarious lives, which were filled with pain, sor-
row, hope, love and joy. This concert, characterized by beautiful tunes and
melodies, was well received by a standing room only audience. Musical
accompaniment by great musicians on violin, bass, cello, and accordion
rounded out the performance.

Of special interest to this writer was the increased amount of Yiddish lan-
guage content as opposed to previous years. I had the pleasure of attending
the opening concert with fellow Peretz School alumnus Ron Charach.
Billed as “Reflections of a Lost Poet: The Life and Works of Itsik Manger”,
Yiddish theatre actor Avi Hoffman traced the life of Manger through mono-
logue and song. 

Hoffman is best known for his portrayal of Willy Loman in the Yiddish
version of ‘Death of a Salesman’. Another opening night act, from New
York, featured Yiddish songstress Eleanor Reissa, along with Frank
London’s Klezmer Brass Allstars. I also enjoyed the Bashevis Singers, a
trio from Melbourne who sang many of the old Yiddish favourites! 

Ashkenaz has always been a great place for “people watching”. Former
Winnipeggers spotted over the weekend incuded: Linda Litwack, Rhea
(Block) Tregebov, Sharna Searle, Candy Zell, Brent Pearlman, Alta
(Rutman) Sigesmund, Rhoda Jesierski, Joanne Abrams, sisters Sophie
Tapper and Fay Zeidman (Ingberman), Gerry Posner and Perla (Frohlich)
Riesenbach. 

As always, with so much going on by way of music, film, theatre and lec-
tures, it was often difficult to choose what to take in. Yashar koach to artis-
tic director Eric Stein (who also performed with “Beyond the Pale”), his
committee, and the volunteers who worked tirelessly to make this festival
such a success. Were they also responsible for the fantastic weather?
Maybe! 

One thing that I know is that I am definitely planning to be back for
Ashkenaz 2020!
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RHEA (BLOCK)
TREGEBOV

(l-r): FAY ZEIDMAN, SOPHIE TAPPER,
ROCHELLE ZUCKER. 

Three Peretzshulniks (l-r): ROCHELLE
ZUCKER, RON CHARACH, SHARON
LOVE

Two roaming reporters: 
SHARON LOVE & GERRY POSNER 

JANE ENKIN was part of “Tango Yona”. 
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Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News
Present People of the Book: 

Jewish Book Club: 
Sunflower 

The Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News are pleased to invite every-
one to the second installment this year of the People of the Book:
Jewish Book Club on Wednesday, October 24, 7:30 pm featuring
Sunflower by Simon Wiesenthal.

While imprisoned in a Nazi concentration camp, Wiesenthal was
taken one day from his work detail to the bedside of a dying SS man.
Haunted by the crimes in which he’d participated, the soldier wanted
to confess to and obtain absolution from–a Jew. 

The book’s second half is a symposium of answers from various peo-
ple, including Holocaust survivors and former Nazis. The book was
originally published in France. In the current edition of the book, there
are 53 responses given from various people, up from 10 in the original
edition. Among respondents to the question are theologians, political
leaders, writers, jurists, psychiatrists, human rights activists, Holocaust
survivors, former Nazis and victims of attempted genocides in Bosnia,
Cambodia, China and Tibet. Some respondents write that forgiveness
ought to be awarded for the victims’ sake; others respond that it should
be withheld here.

Sharon Freed will facilitate the Jewish Book Club. She simply loves
reading and her long career as an English and Social Studies teacher at
the Gray Academy gives her a unique perspective. 

The program takes place in the Kroft Board Room at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend and refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required. For more information, please
contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com.

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Wednesday, November 28 at 7:30 pm featuring Stolen Beauty by
Laurie Lico Albanese.

After 28 years as director of BB
Camp, Brenda Tessler Donen turns
the reins over to Lauren Bronstein

By BERNIE
BELLAN

T
h e
l o n g -
t i m e

director of
B’nai Brith
C a m p
K e n o r a ,
B r e n d a
T e s s l e r
Donen has
a n n o u n c e d
that she is
retiring after
28 years in
that position.
In a message posted on the camp’s website, Tessler Donen wrote: 

Shana Tov - a new year, the start of new beginnings and the celebration
of career that has reached its end.

After 28 years working at BB Camp, I have officially retired. I would
like to take this opportunity to thank the over 13 sets of Board Chairs and
Directors, 22,000 plus campers, close to 2800 staff, an endless pool of
both resident and day camp families, incredible alumni near and far, spe-
cial working relationships with my fellow JCC Camp Directors and other
movement camps, experiences and relationships with various local com-
munity leadership, and a legion of donors that have enabled me to grow
the Camp.

I am very grateful for the summers of fun and the lifetimes of friend-
ships, memories, and skills I have helped facilitate for our children and
youth, the camp community, and myself. It wasn’t always an easy road
and I leave with only a few regrets. Thankfully, there are many, many
positive experiences that I will treasure.

To the current BB Camp staff - thank you for an incredible year! You
inspired me daily with your boundless energy, love and dedication of
Camp. Thank you to a wonderful parent body for your endless support of
BB Camp. I truly appreciate all of your feedback and your special thank
you letters post Camp. To a longstanding list of dedicated board members
throughout the past 28 years - thank you for your guidance and support.
You have taught me the importance of teamwork. To Lauren Bronstein -
I am so proud that we had the opportunity to work together again. I can’t
wait to see how Camp unfolds under your leadership.

Finally and most importantly, thank you to my family and friends for
their unconditional love and supporting my path of being a perpetual
camper. I am so blessed that I was able to work alongside my children
over the past 11 years. That gift I will cherish forever.

With love and gratitude,
Brenda

In March 2017 Lauren Bronstein became associate director of BB
Camp Kenora. At that time the following information about Lauren
Bronstein was posted to the BB Camp website:

Lauren will be rejoining the BB Camp team, in the new role of
Associate Director, working with the entire organization as a lead mem-
ber of the leadership team in creating the vision and the development and
implementation of programs that shape and define the BB Camp experi-
ence for children ages eight – 16.

Lauren, a Master of Arts in International Affairs graduate from the
Norman Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University
and a Bachelor of Commerce (Honours) graduate from the IH Asper
School of Business, University of Manitoba, is skillful in Jewish camp-
ing, the foundation of which began at BB Camp in the early 90s. Lauren
spent four summers as a camper, one in leadership training program, and
eight as a summer staff member culminating with the last two summers
serving as the Assistant Director. She then pursued a career in public ser-
vice, working as a Junior Policy Analyst for the Democratic Institutions
and Conflict Division in the former Canadian International Development
Agency, and for the past eight years, working for Global Affairs Canada
in a number of advancing roles, most recently, Senior Program Manager,
Counter Terrorism Capacity Building Program.

While residing in Ottawa, Lauren was an active volunteer in the Ottawa
Jewish Community. She served as a trip leader twice for the Social
Action Mission to Israel and was a member of the Shoah Committee of
Ottawa. Lauren also served on a number of committees and board activ-
ities with the Jewish Federation of Ottawa (JFO), including as a member
at large of the JFO Board of Directors, Chair of the Jewish Outreach
Institute and Education Committee, and
Co-Chair of the Young Women’s

BRENDA 
TESSLER DONEN

LAUREN 
BRONSTEIN

Continued on next page.



Winnipeg Jewish Slo-Pitch 2018 recap
By DARREN ELKIN

There were a number of questions left after the 2017 season which one
wondered if they would be answered in 2018? One being, would the
Hammers take the next step forward and improve on a solid 2017?

Could the Diamonds add some youth and improve on a rather dismal 3-17
record from 2017?

Then there was the question: Can the defending champs, the Sweepers,
win it all again - making it 4 championships in 5 years? The Gloverboys
and The House are always favourites to contend, but could either team take
that next step to overcome their disappointing end to the 2017 season? And
finally: the Swingers - could they shore up their roster and once again be a
team that no one wanted to play?

These questions seemed to get answered early and often as both the
Hammers and Diamonds jumped out quickly to the front of the pack with
dominating wins. Last year’s finalists, the Sweepers and Gloverboys, did
not look like the two teams who battled all last year for first place and, in
the finals, both teams looked rather sluggish.

The Swingers, who had their roster gutted by injuries and free agency
never seemed to hit their stride, and continued 2018 in much the same fash-
ion as 2017. And finally, the House: Over the winter months they lost a

couple of key players to retirement and just were not able to replace them.

The season ended with the Sweepers taking first place with a 14-4-2
record, followed closely by the Hammers at 14-5-1. It took until the last
regular season game for the Sweepers to claim 1st with a dismantling of the
Hammers in that game 26-9.

The Diamonds finished 3rd at 10-7-3, followed by the Gloverboys at 9-
10-1. The House fell all the way to 5th with a record of 4-14-2 and the
Swingers brought up the rear at 4-15-1.

So we were now set for our first elimination game, which featured the 3rd

place Diamonds versus the 6th place Swingers. After getting beaten badly
in their final game against the Diamonds, no one but Swingers Captain
Jason Lichtman gave the Swingers much of a chance. 

Well, the Swingers controlled the game from the outset and by the time
it was all said and done they had beaten the Diamonds rather easily 24-15.
This could possibly have been the Swingers’ best game of the year.
Afterwards their captain Jason Lichtman was heard to say, “We want the
Sweepers!!” This defeat will leave a bitter taste in the collective mouths of
the Diamonds over the winter.

Our second elimination game featured the 4th place Gloverboys versus
the 5th place House. The Gloverboys seemed to be righting the ship just a
bit over the final 5 to 6 games, so the odds makers had them as heavy
favourites to defeat the House. While the House kept it close for a while
they always trailed, finally succumbing 22-17, and were eliminated from
further play. After getting swept in last years’ semi-finals and finishing well
below .500 this year, the House have some work to do if they want to see
the top of the mountain anytime soon.

Our first semi-finals featured the 1st place Sweepers against the 6th place
Swingers, who had just upset the 3rd place Diamonds. One had to believe
that the Swingers were feeling good going into game one of their tilt with
the Big Red Machine! The Sweepers, on the other hand, didn’t appear to
be too worried about their opponent. 

Well, that changed quickly as a close game got broken open mid way thru
and the Swingers held a 14-11 lead heading into the bottom of the 8th.

Perhaps a tad of worry was
now setting in on the
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Picture-front row (kneeling) left to right-Shael Glesby (captain), Sol
Raber, Adam Meyers, Jason Glass and his son Goose
Middle row-Left to Right-Darren Elkin (blue jacket), Jeff Koplovich,
Daniel Glesby (black jacket), Blake Oman (red cap), Meyer Thompson
(holding the trophy) & Jordan Vine
Back Row left to right-Ben Carr (blue cap), Jared Tworek (black cap),
Ira Kaye, Reese Ratson & Chaim Raber.

Leadership Council. Since her
return to Winnipeg in September,

Lauren has joined the March of the Living committee.
Lauren developed a strong reputation within the Ottawa Jewish com-

munity and abroad as an engaging, dynamic leader and she possesses a
strong commitment to professionalism. She will bring her extensive work
experience and Jewish communal involvement to the Camp, working
closely with the Executive Director as the Camp prepares for its upcom-
ing season.

As someone who grew up at overnight camp, values the impact of
wilderness experiences and desires to focus on Jewish engagement,
Lauren will be a tremendous asset to the organization. Tessler Donen
notes, “I am thrilled that Lauren will be part of the BB Camp Team”.

Continued from previous page.

Continued on page 17. See Slo-Pitch.



By MYRON LOVE

You might say that the organizers of Winnipeg’s fledgling
StandWithUsCanada (SWU) have hit the ground running. Over the
past year, the local chapter hosted Israeli-Arab Zionist Yahya

Mahamed (last fall) – a program that attracted a crowd of 350 people– and
WordSwap (in the spring), a program - at the Berney Theatre – that featured
the renowned film The Forgotten Refugees - followed by a panel discus-
sion with six young StandWithUs Israeli delegates who came to Winnipeg
specifically for this program. They represented Israel’s diversity and
included individuals from Druze, Bedouin, Christian and Jewish back-
grounds.

Also last fall, the Winnipeg chapter celebrated the efforts of local uni-
versity students’ successful efforts - with the support of the SWU Canada
Campus Coordinator and the Winnipeg Chapter – in defeating a BDS
motion at the University of Winnipeg.

Eight of those students subsequently were able to attend the annual SWU
LA Leadership Conference last January - Winnipeg’s delegation was the
largest Canadian one – and spoke about their experiences at the most recent
Limmud Winnipeg program last March.

SWU Winnipeg’s next program – on October 24 (which coincides with
the local chapter’s official first anniversary) – will be featuring pro-Israel
educator and communications consultant Neil Lazarus who will be leading
an interactive evening teaching the “Essential Strategies of Public
Diplomacy”. 

“We are anticipating that people will be curious about what Neil has to
say,” says SWU Winnipeg board member Don Aronovitch. “People will be
engaged.”

The London-born Lazarus has an impressive resumé. He made aliyah in
1988. He has an M.A. from the Hebrew University in Jerusalem. He has
served as a consultant for many different organizations, including: the
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Jewish Federations, Hillel, Birthright
and UNESCO. He speaks to tens of thousands of people a year and is a
partner with the Israeli Foreign Ministry and the Jewish Agency in teach-
ing students to engage in hasbara – promoting the positive contributions of
Israel and Israelis to the world.

Lazarus will be arriving in Winnipeg on the 23rd. On October 24, he will
be spending the day working with students at the University of Winnipeg
and the University of Manitoba. 

The evening program – at the Shaarey Zedek – will begin at 4:00 with an
educational component, followed at 6:00 by a light supper for participants.
From 7:00-9:00, he will be expounding on how to respond to BDS and
other anti-Israel activities.

“The evening program is open to the public,” SWU Winnipeg board
member Louisa Raizman says. “We encourage people to pre-register. We
need to know how many dinners we have to order as well as snacks and
coffee.

“We are expecting a large number of
high school and university students to be
in attendance.”

Raizman, Aronovitch and their fellow
SWU Winnipeg board members are also
proud to report that local SWU
Winnipeg student leader Emily Kalo is
being honoured and recognized on
October 16 at the SWU Canada Gala
Fundraiser in Toronto.

“We are providing for five of our other
students leaders – as well as Emily – to
travel to Toronto to hear Alan
Dershowitz speak at the gala on BDS -
and to participate to some degree in the
gala event,” Raizman notes. “We are
also hoping to send another eight – or
more – of our student leaders to the next
annual SWU Leadership Conference in
January.” 

StandWithUsCanada was formed four
years ago as an offshoot of the American
organization which was founded by Roz
Rothstein and her husband, Jeremy, in
2001 in Los Angeles in response to the
overwhelming negative publicity sur-
rounding Israel during the height of the
Palestinian terror campaign against
Israel (2002-2002). Their goal was to
educate others about Israel. Today,
StandWithUs has 18 chapters through-
out the U.S., Europe, Canada and Israel
– with much of its focus in fighting anti-

Zionism and anti-Israel propaganda on university campuses.
The Winnipeg chapter is the first chapter in Canada outside of the head

office in Toronto.
“The situation on Canadian campuses may not be as bad as that which

American Jewish university student face,” Raizman notes, “but we are see-
ing growing anti-Semitism and attempted BDS motions in Canada, too.
Our focus is on countering anti-Semitic rhetoric and programming that
challenge our students on campus through education and engagement. We
feel that sustained pro-Israel advocacy on our campuses is necessary.”

Aronovitch adds that opposition to Israel is very well organized and
financed. “Our kids on campus are like deer in the headlights,” he com-
ments. “Lacking support and leadership, they often try to avoid the issues.”

”The Winnipeg Chapter of SWU Canada seeks to partner with Jewish
student organizations on campus and with Jewish organizations in the com-
munity at large,” Raizman says. “We are trying to provide students with the
education, tools, funding and support to advocate for Israel on campus We
need young people who have the courage to get involved.

“All the money we raise in Winnipeg goes entirely to programming.”
Readers who are interested in attending the evening with Neil Lazarus

can phone 204 293-1141 or register online at info@standwithus.ca. Tickets
are $20. Admission is free for students with ID.
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Pro-Israel activist and educator Neil Lazarus headlining upcoming
StandWithUs Winnipeg Chapter interactive evening 

EU committee votes to freeze $17 million in
Palestinian aid over textbook incitement against Israel

(JTA) – A European Parliament committee voted to freeze more than
$17 million in aid to the Palestinian Authority over incitement against
Israel in its textbooks.

The Budgetary Committee’s bill is an amendment to the European
Union’s draft budget, which will go to a plenary vote in late October. If
the budget passes, the EU will withhold the money from the Palestinian
Authority until it commits to reforming its textbooks.

The money represents 5 percent of EU aid to the Palestinians, i24
reported. The EU is the largest financial backer of the Palestinian
Authority and the major financer of the Palestinian education system,
according to i24.

The Institute for Monitoring Peace and Cultural Tolerance in School
Education, or IMPACT-se, said in a new report that its analysis of the
new Palestinian textbooks for grades 1-12 aimed to encourage
Palestinian children “to sacrifice their lives in the name of religion” and
glorified martyrdom and violent resistance.

According to The Jerusalem Post, the committee’s bill states that “The
textbooks published by the PA in 2017, which are financed by the EU ...
contain, across all subjects, numerous examples of violent depictions,
hate speech – in particular against Israel – and glorifications of jihad and
martyrdom.”
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Israel newsThe Rady JCC presents In The Know Series:
Sister Lesley Sacouman

A Journey into the Unknown: 
A Story of Radical Amazement, Deep

Suffering and Exuberant Hope
The Rady JCC welcome everyone to In the Know our popular day-

time series featuring different lectures and discussions on a variety of
topics as well as arts presentations. Programs on a selection of subjects
including arts, business, world issues, and much more will be featured.
The programs will include lunch followed by an engaging and inter-
esting talk or presentation with a special guest. 

Please join us on Monday, October 22 at noon for our second install-
ment of In the Know this year featuring guest speaker Sister Lesley
Sacouman, Executive Director at Holy Names House of Peace. 

Sister Lesley truly embraces the concept of Tikkun Olam – which is
defined by acts of kindness performed to perfect or repair the world.
She has worked and lived with disenfranchised women and children
most of her life. She has built and provides safe housing for young
women who come seeking shelter and a new start as it is a safe home
for women to transition. Sister Lesley has also helped to establish a
house for women recovering from addiction. 

In the mid-70s she co-founded Rossbrook House, a drop-in centre
located in the inner city and in 1998 she founded Esther House, a sec-
ond stage home for women in addictions recovery.

In 2002, taking her version of a sabbatical, Sister Lesley went to live
in a New York City Shelter.

The recently announced Marie Rose Place will offer housing for
refugee and immigrant single moms and their children, is operated by
House of Peace.

Sister Lesley has been a member of the Winnipeg Foundation Board
and is a continuous support of Youth in Philanthropy. In addition she
serves on the Law Society’s Access to Justice Steering Committee. 

In the Know includes a delicious lunch and is held in the Adult
Lounge at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street.

The next In the Know program will take place on Monday,
November 5 with Dr. Keith Fowke, Professor and Head in the
Department of medical Microbiology and Infectious Disease at the
University of Manitoba. Transportation is available for In the Know.
Please make arrangements upon registration.

To register, call (204) 477-7510 or go to www.radyjcc.com

At the UN: Netanyahu wants action against Iran, Abbas
rejects criticism of paying ‘hero martrys’ who kill Israelis

(JTA) – Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, in an
address to the United Nations, rejected criticism of the P.A. for paying
monthly salaries to Palestinians who kill Israelis or the families of the
killers.

“I pay tribute to our hero martyrs and prisoners of war,” he told the
General Assembly on Thursday.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu of Israel in his
address unveiled the location of a secret Iranian atomic warehouse in
Tehran and implored the International Atomic Energy Agency to inspect
it. Netanyahu dedicated more than half of his speech to Iran’s nuclear
transgressions and aggressions against Israel and other countries.

He reminded the delegates about Israel’s raid on a Tehran storage facil-
ity containing Iran’s atomic archive and chided the IAEA for not taking
action against it. Since the raid, he said, Iran has been emptying the ware-
house, including spreading more than 30 pounds of radioactive material
around Tehran.

“What Iran hides, we will find,” Netanyahu said.
He added: “We will act against you in Syria, we will act against you in

Iran, we will act against you wherever and whenever. We will act against
you to defend our state and our people.”

Netanyahu also spoke of Hezbollah’s threats against Israel and provid-
ed an aerial photo to show where the Lebanon-based terrorist group has
hidden precision-guided missiles throughout Beirut.

Addressing Hezbollah, he said, “Israel knows what you are doing,
Israel knows where you are doing it, and Israel will not let you get away
with it.”

Netanyahu said he was “deeply grateful” to President Donald Trump
for his decision to withdraw from the Iran nuclear deal and that Iran’s
economy has tanked since the U.S. reimposed economic sanctions. He
said Israel had opposed the deal from the outset “because it threatens our
future, even our very survival.”

One positive consequence of the Iran deal, Netanyahu said, was that it
“brought Israel and many Arab states closer together than ever before, in
an intimacy and friendship that I have not seen in my lifetime, and that
would have been unthinkable a few years ago.” The Israeli leader also
said he hoped “the day will soon arrive when Israel will extend a formal
peace, beyond Egypt and Jordan, to other Arab nations, including the
Palestinians.”

Netanyahu called the U.N.’s continuing anti-Israel stances “the same
old anti-Semitism with a brand new face.”

“Once it was the Jewish people that were slandered and held to a dif-
ferent standard. Today it is the Jewish state which is slandered and held
to a different standard,” he said.

Netanyahu defended the country’s nation-state law and called it “down-
right preposterous” to accuse Israel of racism. He noted that more than
100 countries in the United Nations have one official language, 50 have
crosses or crescents on their flag, and dozens define themselves as the
nation state of a particular people.

Abbas, who was introduced as head of the “State of Palestine,” said the
law will lead to “one racist state, an apartheid state,” and reminded the
General Assembly that it had sanctioned South Africa for its policies of
apartheid. He accused Israel of “legalizing discrimination against the
Arabs of Israel and called on the United Nations to act to reject it and
cancel it.”

At the beginning of his speech, he announced that “Jerusalem is not for
sale. And the Palestinian people’s rights are not up for bargaining.”

Abbas said the Palestinians have participated in all peace initiatives and
accepted every invitation to sit at the peace table with Israel.

“I reiterate that we are not against negotiations and have never rejected
negotiations on any day, and that we continue to extend our hands for
peace,” he said. “We only believe in peace. Peace is the only path. We
don’t believe in terrorism and violence.”

Abbas accused Trump of sullying the peace process and of being “too
biased for Israel” to be an honest broker.

“We welcomed Trump when he was elected and praised his announce-
ment of peace plan, but were shocked by his actions concerning the
process,” he said.

Trump “decided to close the P.A. mission in Washington, then recog-
nized Jerusalem as the capital, moved the embassy to Jerusalem, and
even boasts that he took issues of Jerusalem and refugees off the table.
He even intensified his assault on international law by cutting humani-
tarian aid to refugees and funds to Palestinian Authority,” Abbas said.

Abbas said there would be no peace unless eastern Jerusalem is recog-
nized as the Palestinian capital and the borders are drawn on the pre-1967
lines.

“Please do not try to outsmart us,” he said.
He said the Palestinians have practiced “peaceful, popular resistance”

and are “resisting the Israeli occupation by legitimate means.” He said
that while “settlers use arms against our people, we will continue to reject
violence and use of weapons.”

He called on the world community to view the Palestinians “as humans.
We are not redundant.”
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Puzzle Israel: Israeli Culinary Encounters, Oct. 3-7 
Register Now: Limited Spaces Available 

The Rady JCC is pleased to present Puzzle Israel, an experience that
brings three young Israeli chefs to Winnipeg introducing people to Israeli
culture and Israeli cuisine through unique programming always show-
casing Israeli food. 

Through the Puzzle Israel encounters, Israeli chefs Nir Margalith, Dor
Aloni and Neta Margalith, will bring people together to enjoy the food
they love to cook. 

To date, Puzzle Israel chefs have hosted over 150 successful culinary
experiences in the US and Canada. 

Puzzle Israel experiences will include hands-on cooking workshops,
teen programs, exciting Israeli cuisine and wine dinners and a family
event. Sharing their love for fresh, authentic Israeli food in fun, hands-
on, culinary adventures, Nir, Dor and Neta will leave novice and experi-
enced chef-participants with skills and stories to share from their own
kitchens.

Puzzle Israel Winnipeg Schedule

Chef’s Jam 
Wednesday, October 3, 7:30 pm 

Sherbrook Deli
102 Sherbrook St.
Our Israeli chefs get-together with local chefs bringing their Israeli

spices and flavours.

Israeli Food & Wine Culinary Experience
Thursday, October 4, 7:00 pm 

Kitchen Sync
370 Donald St.
At this culinary experience, participants will be able to enjoy a glass of

wine while engaging with the chefs to create gourmet cuisine. The
evening will combine delicious food and drink, entertaining stories, and
the opportunity to learn new cooking skills.

Cooking Workshop & Brunch
Friday, October 5, 11:00 am

Food Studio
3200 Roblin Blvd.
Our Israeli chefs, will share their love for fresh, authentic Israeli food

in a fun, hands-on, culinary workshop following by a delicious brunch.

Teens & Puzzle Israel Shabbat Program 
Friday, October 5, 6:00 pm

Rady JCC
123 Doncaster St.
Teens are invited for a fun and hands-on Israeli cooking lesson as we

welcome in Shabbat.

Israeli Kitchen Encounter
Saturday, October 6, 7:00 pm

Hosted at the home of Louisa and Ali Raizman
Enjoy this opportunity to cook delicious Israeli food with authentic

Israeli chefs enjoying the fruits of their labour in this culinary fête. Or, sit
back and relax as they cook, sing, and talk with you about the unique
flavours of Middle Eastern dishes and Israeli boutique wines.

Israeli Cooking Workshop for Families
Sunday, October 7, 1:00 pm

Rady JCC
123 Doncaster St.
Have fun learning to cook yummy Israeli food with our special guest

chefs from Israel.
Enjoy getting to know the real Israel; a unique melting pot of cultures,

tastes and traditions that will stimulate your taste buds through these spe-
cial encounters of Israeli culture on your palate. Plan on spending a few
hours with these energetic, fascinating, and fun-loving chefs while eating
delicious Israeli dishes originating from all across the ethnically rich –
and diverse – land of Israel. 

Puzzle Israel is presented by the Rady JCC and generously supported
by the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. Space is limited so get your tick-
ets soon. For tickets/information, please contact the Rady JCC at (204)
477-7510 or www.radyjcc.com 
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Joanne Seiff

Chasing new Jewish ideas and experiences this fall

By the time you read this, our big run of fall
Jewish high holidays will be over.
However, I’m still gathering up bits and

pieces about it. What did I experience? What
worked out and what didn’t? This isn’t a yes/no
question, it’s complex. It takes time to process
the intensity of what I learned. 

Like many parents with kids, I don’t attend a
full complement of adult religious services. Even

if I didn’t have younger kids, we have to find dress clothes for everyone
and make sure holiday meals are ready, never mind actually working for a
living. Every fall is a juggling act. Will it work out smoothly? Sometimes
it is good planning. Sometimes, it’s luck.

This year I managed to access several sermons, done by various rabbis I
know and respect. Some were published to the internet on the day after the
holiday. Others were live-streamed. 

Via the internet, I read the Rosh Hashanah sermons of a Long Island rabbi
with whom I have studied and become friendly over the past year or two.
Rabbi Susan Elkodsi shared several of her sermons as blog posts after the
holiday. One sermon covered the confluence of 9/11 with the high holidays.
The other talked about how we connect with our ancestors over the New
Year period, and how the “who will live and who will die” metaphor
becomes alive for many. For me, both of these topics struck home. My fam-
ily in NYC and D.C. lived through 9/11. Also, every time I sing the holi-
day Kiddush, it is as though I hear my grandfather, (z”l) singing it. He sang
it at my family’s holiday table, and he taught me to do it as a young adult.
On Erev Rosh Hashanah this year, I could hear his voice in my ear,
although he died years ago. Thanks to those sermons, I have some Jewish
historic context for two strong emotional memories.

Rabbi Elkodsi’s next blog post covered a “water-optional” version of
Tashlich, when people gather to throw their sins or bread crumbs into the
water. She described how Tashlich might be the time to clean up or discard
the things that are weighing us down or that we can no longer find a use.
In a sense, it’s a “KonMari” cleaning method for our lives. This too, found
resonance with me. I used it as unconscious encouragement…my kids and
I cleaned up their art shelf, play room and living room toys before Yom
Kippur. This mess weighed me down. Together, we cast it off to have a bet-
ter start to 5779. 

This year, we heard Kol Nidre, sung in Virginia- and saw my father, as a
past president, holding a Torah on the pulpit of my family’s congregation.
How did we pull that off?

On Erev Yom Kippur, my kids got into their pajamas. We read stories and
got ready for bed. At exactly 7:30 CT, we started live-streaming the Temple

Rodef Shalom “Kol Nidre late service.” My kids worried that the Torah
was too heavy for their grandfather. (I did too) Later, my mom told me that
past presidents on either side of my dad were spotting for him…and that
my dad also recognized that this would probably be the last year he could
do this. Torahs are heavy. Nobody wants to drop one. We felt the power of
connecting with family, seeing my father do a mitzvah (commandment)
and something difficult, at a big holiday service.

My kids made it until about 8:15, staying up late through the Kol Nidre
prayer, and the first part of the service before they fell asleep. Using head
phones, I heard the rest of the service, until, for some reason, I couldn’t
access the live streaming anymore. By then, I’d heard about how we should
see Teshuva (repentance) through the eyes of a failing U.S. Criminal
Justice System. Also, it’s hard to balance the needs of victims, cope with
crime and also give people who’ve made mistakes a second chance. Rabbi
Jeffrey Saxe, a victim of violent crime, gave the sermon. Rabbi Saxe
explained his social action efforts to advocate for reform with an interfaith
clergy group that meets with Virginia’s governor. 

I’m mentioning the positive things I can fit in one column. Sometimes
accessing diverse voices, from every movement, with different Jewish
experiences, enriches our observance. There’s no way my body could have
been in synagogue in Manitoba, New York, and Virginia. The travelling
would have been torture, never mind the cost! However, my mind trav-
elled. This helped me think about new things for 5779.

Some say that high holidays are the most important days of the Jewish
year, but I’d argue that they are the most intense. Shabbat every week is
important. All the other holidays have value, too. The thing about rituals,
traditions and observance is that they don’t have an on/off switch. If we
shift ourselves just slightly, attend a different Jewish service, listen to a new
sermon, or approach things differently, we can have a startlingly new expe-
rience.

Most people attend one congregation all the time, hear one or two rabbis’
sermons, and rarely see something new. It’s a lot of effort to break routines.
Change is hard. However, every day is an opportunity to look up and find
new things in our Jewish landscape. Sometimes a slight shift in how we see
our rituals (dog walks, meditations, High Holiday services) can change the
way we see the whole world. It’s going to take me time to sort through what
I learned and what changed. I hope you too can take that time to gain some-
thing new, to learn something about the Jewish world, through this kind of
exploration.

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

By

JOANNE SEIFF



Sweepers bench, but the Sweepers had
been there before so one had to believe
they had one last push left!

This is when the Swingers’ dream of
upsetting the Sweepers became a nightmare! They watched the Big Red
Machine plate 6 runs and steal the game right from under their collective
noses by a final score of 17-15. Sol Raber delivered the final blow with a
2 run home run over the left field fence in the 8th. That would seal the vic-
tory for the defending champs and put them within one win from returning
to the finals.

Game two was now upon us and, if I am completely honest, while I did-
n’t see the result coming the way it did, it was clear to me the Swingers had
just lost game two in the bottom of the 8th in game one! 

From the start of the game until it ended the Sweepers were in complete
control and the Swingers looked almost lost for answers. When all was said
and done it was a Sweepers victory by a resounding score of 24-0 (I believe
this to be the first shutout in play-off history) and another trip back to the
big show and a chance to defend their 2017 championship.

Our second semi-final would feature the always dangerous Gloverboys
versus the Hammers. The season series favoured the Gloverboys, but this
was a different Hammers team… one that was certainly more confident
than in past years! But the question had to be asked: Did the Hammers just
overachieve in the regular season or were they for real? 

Game one was a low scoring affair which the Hammers had control of
until the top of the 9th when the Gloverboys managed to score 9 runs.
Unfortunately for the Gboys their late rally fell short, the Hammers escaped
with a 14-12 win and were now one win away from advancing to the finals.
This had to have given confidence to the Hammers while the Gboys were
left to wonder: Would 2018 end in disappointment like the past few seasons
had?

Game two was not much different - close at first, but the Hammers held
the lead and this time they added to it and never let the Gloverboys get one
of their patented big inning rallies. When it was all said and done the
Hammers sent the Gloverboys packing 17-11 and the Hammers were off to
the finals. It was a fairy tale year for the Hammers, but one could see they
believed in each other and the process. The Sweepers would be in tough if
they were to claim a second straight championship.

On the other hand the Gloverboys’ early exit must be a huge disappoint-
ment for management after making it to within one win of winning it all the
previous year.

Game one of the finals was on a very windy night at Red River Field and
while the hitters loved it, neither pitcher did! Unable to get any depth or
height on their pitches it was basically tee-ball for adults and it showed! 

It was also a sloppy contest from the beginning to the end with both
teams trading runs and mistakes at a feverish pace, and with no one lead-
ing by more than 6 runs. Neither team was able to stop the other from scor-
ing or themselves from making mistakes!

When the umpire declared “last inning” at the top of the 8th the Hammers
were leading 33-31 and added another 2 runs to lead 35-31 heading into the
bottom of the 8th inning. This would be the Sweepers’ last chance to steal
the game from the Hammers, but it would require another miracle rally!

The Sweepers came out hitting and after home runs by Blake Oman (2
run shot) and Jason Glass (solo home run) the Sweepers were now believ-
ing and the Hammers were thinking they were about to let this one get
away! After Reese Ratson hit a triple, the Sweepers now had the tying run
on third and only one out. Next up: new recruit Jared Tworek, Jared pro-
ceeded to hit a deep fly ball to left field which looked for a moment to be
going foul and most certainly looked as if it would be caught. But, to the
standing room crowd’s delight, it was neither foul nor caught and we were
now tied with the winning run on second base and still only one out.

Up came Sol Raber, the “Swinger Killer”, and once again Sol hit a deep
fly ball to left center which was caught. The runner from second tagged up
and headed to third when the relay throw was botched. What seemed
almost unthinkable 10 minutes earlier was now a reality as Jared raced
home and the Sweepers had won a remarkable game, 36-35. 

As shocked as the Hammers looked, the Sweepers looked just as
shocked, wondering how they once again managed to pull out a victory
from the certain jaws of defeat. To their credit they stayed within striking
distance all game long and went toe to toe with the young upstart
Hammers. At the end they drew on their past play-off experience, remained
calm and stole one from the Hammers. 

Game two was a better night for weather. This time the wind was the
pitcher’s friend and runs came few and far between. It was only 4-1 after 5
innings for the Sweepers, yet the game seemed to be in control. While some
may have found this sort of low scoring game boring, I can assure you nei-
ther I nor the Hammers’ pitcher, Eric Zelcer, thought it was boring. This
was how the top two defensive teams should be playing.

Then, late in the game the Sweepers took control scoring 3 runs in the 7th

and then another 3 in the 8th after a Jordan Vine 3 run home run that left the
park in a hurry! It was now 10-3 for the Sweepers after 8 innings as the

Hammers came up empty in their half of the 8th. The Sweepers added 2
more runs in the top of the 9th to put the nail in the coffin and a dominating
12-3 victory. 

The Hammers had no answer for the Sweepers’ pitching, hitting and
defence on this night and, when it was all said and done, the Sweepers had
claimed their second straight championship and fourth in five years. Kudos
to the Hammers, who had a great season no matter the outcome of the finals;
the experience they have gained should help them going forward. They most
certainly are a team to be reckoned with for many years to come.

It was another great year in the WJMBL for all concerned. The influx of
youth has not only created more parity, but it bodes well for the league’s
future. 

The following are the trophies that were awarded:
Earl Barish Championship Trophy-Sweepers
Jack Koffman Trophy (1st place)-Sweepers
Trevor Paul Memorial Trophy (Sportsmanship and Dedication to

team/league)-Daniel Glesby of the Sweepers.
Richard Tapper Memorial Trophy (Outstanding Spirit)-David Alper of

the Hammers.
Congratulations to Reese Ratson of the Sweepers for leading the league

in home runs with 17. He managed to edge out teammate Jason Glass, who
ended the year with 15. 

As always, a special thank you to Shael Glesby, our commissioner, for his
tireless efforts, and to Garth Nemy for his scheduling and running of the
league’s Facebook page. And finally, a special thank you to Don Smart, our
chief umpire, and his crew for another great season. 

And finally, I just want to take a moment to thank my wife Cindy, with-
out whose love and support it would not be possible for me to play the
game I love 3 to 4 nights a week. You are a true baseball widow for 4
months every year and it is truly appreciated. 
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Slo-Pitch
Continued from page 12.

Jewish Learning Institute course
addresses dissonance between 
religion and Western values 

This November, the Jewish Learning Centre in Winnipeg will offer
Wrestling with Faith, a new six-session course by the acclaimed Rohr
Jewish Learning Institute (JLI), that openly addresses common chal-
lenges people have in their relationship with G-d.

Beginning Tuesday, October 23rd at 7:30 pm, participants in the course
will grapple with issues that many struggle with, including beliefs in
Judaism that seem primitive or outdated, reconciling scientific findings
with ideas that cannot be proven in a lab, and the role of religion regard-
ing gender roles, relationship choices, and other such controversial
issues.

“We recognize that almost everyone has some degree of skepticism
when it comes to religion,” Rabbi Shmuly Altein of Chabad-Lubavitch,
the local JLI Instructor in Winnipeg, told The Jewish Post and News,
“We’ve created this course for participants to think critically about these
challenges–to approach them with an array of insightful perspectives–so
we can articulate our beliefs to ourselves and to the next generation with
clarity and conviction.”

Wrestling with Faith explores questions such as: Why do I need G-d if
I can live perfectly well without Him? Does G-d really care about the
nuances of Jewish practice? Doesn’t the concept of “Jewish chosenness”
seems racist? How can we relate to a loving and caring G-d amid the
experience of tragedy and suffering? How do we reconcile compelling
evidence for evolution and the age of the universe with a Bible that tells
a different story? And: Is it even possible to develop a relationship with
a G-d I cannot perceive with my five senses?

“People often deal with such issues by going on the defense,” explained
Rabbi Zalman Abraham of JLI’s Brooklyn, New York headquarters. “In
this course we stay away from that. Instead, we embrace the challenges
wholeheartedly and seek a broader context through which to understand
the issues.”

Jennifer Wiseman, a senior astrophysicist at NASA and the director of
the American Association for the Advancement of Science’s Dialogue on
Science, Ethics, and Religion, commented about the course: “At a time
when science and technology dominate the mechanics and framing of our
modern lives, it is more important than ever to ask the bigger questions
of life’s purpose and values. This course enables the seeker to embrace
the achievements of modern science while seeking the higher gifts of
wisdom, meaning, and a personal relationship with G-d.”

Like all JLI programs, this course is designed to appeal to people at all
levels of knowledge, including those without any prior experience or
background in Jewish learning. All JLI courses are open to the public,
and attendees need not be affiliated with a particular synagogue, temple,
or other house of worship.

Interested students may call 204-339-8737 or visit
ChabadWinnipeg.org for registration and for other course-related
information. 
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FRED SHANE, M.D. FRCPC
February 21, 1941-September 16, 2018

He always said the race doesn’t go to the swiftest, but
to those who keep on running, and he ran a glorious
race, touching everyone he met along the way. If he
wasn’t running marathons with his gang of four, or
calling and more recently, texting his wide circle of
family and friends, he could be found working. He
loved his career as a psychiatrist and was devoted to his
patients.

Fred will be missed by all those who knew him, both
in Winnipeg, the home of his heart and North Vancou-
ver, where he took the art of being a Zaida to new
heights. Lois, his wife and companion of 53 years,
children, Kim and husband Ted, Myles and wife Naomi
and his 5 adored grandchildren are deeply touched by
the outpouring of love and support from near and far.
We celebrate a life well-lived. He was one of a kind.

Donations to Jewish Child and Family Services of
Winnipeg or the Canadian Mental Health Association
are gratefully accepted.

SAM KLAPMAN
January 10, 1931 – September 12, 2018

It is with great sorrow
that we announce the pass-
ing of our husband, father,
grandfather, great-grandfa-
ther, and uncle, Sam
Klapman.

Sam enjoyed a sweet life,
filled with family and
friends and he cherished
every moment. He was de-
voted to his wife of 68
years, Ruth. They were the

first ones on the dance floor and the last to leave the
party. Sam enjoyed and was the patriarch to three more
generations: father to Sandi (Sam) Malamud, Marla
Bernstein, Hartley Klapman (Drew Salter) and Jody
Klapman (Brian Goldberg); grandfather to Andrew
(Hilary), Allan, Aaron (Alanna), Jason, Steven (Alexis),
Dana, Brady, Carly (Jay), Hanna (Gaby) and Kevin;
great-grandfather to Florie; and Uncle Shloim to many
nieces and nephews.

Sam began his business career in the garment indus-
try in 1946 and was chairman of MWG Apparel Corp.
until his passing. He was a well-known and highly
regarded industry innovator; embracing new technol-
ogy in all aspects of apparel manufacturing.

Sam spent every summer of his life at Winnipeg
Beach where he passed the days creating in his wood
working studio, cycling and pitching horseshoes. He
was loved by many in that town and was known to
everyone as Zaidy. He welcomed his children and
grandchildren throughout the winters in Palm Springs,
where he also enjoyed hiking, golfing and pitching
horseshoes.

Sam instilled a strong philanthropic and community
spirit in his children and grandchildren and was a great
supporter of Winnipeg, the Winnipeg Jewish commu-
nity, Israel, and countless charitable causes.

Sam travelled the world for business and pleasure,
and was a passionate fisherman and poker player. He
was a devoted friend to his many buddies, who were
always there for each other, and he will be missed by
those left behind.

Sam was predeceased by his parents, Joseph and
Fanny Klapman, his brothers and sisters-in-law Harry
(Sonia), Meyer (Gladys), Max (Fay), Mickey (Rita)
and his sisters and brother-in-law Beverly Demsky,
Esther Klapman Bleiberg and Esther (Albert) Goffstein.

Funeral services took place September 14, 2018 at
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue followed by interment at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetary.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Ruth
and Sam Klapman Fund at the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba at (204) 477-7525.

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8

per column inch.
Extra charge for photo $15.

Payment may be made over phone,
with Visa or Mastercard.

Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

CLARA COHEN
who passed away
October 28, 2016

26 days in Tishrei 5777
Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear parents and grandparents

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Always remembered and sadly missed by their son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH
DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ARCHIE
ELFENBEIN

who passed away
October 11, 1988
30 Days in Tishrei

Many a lonely heartache
Often a silent tear
But always a beautiful memory
of one we loved so dear
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY
GOODMAN

who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RITA LEPKIN
who passed away
October 24, 2014
30 days in Tishri

– Ever remembered and dearly
missed by her niece Rozanne.

4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANNA
MOSCOVITCH

who passed away
October 19, 2006
28 Days in Tishrei

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her  children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID
COLBERG
who passed away
October 28, 2008
29 days in Tishrei

Always in our thoughts.
— Lovingly remembered by
sister Audrey, son Shawn,
and granddaughter Desirae.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM STERN
who passed away

Two years ago
October 6, 2016

— With love from Shoshana,
Carmi, Jeriel, Silvan  and the
Stern family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA
SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

Deadline for the
October 17

issue of
The Jewish Post & News

is noon
Thursday, October 11
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH M.
BENDER
who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 Days in Tishrei
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MANUEL FINK
who passed away
October 3, 2013

29 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, great-grand-
children, sister and brother-
in-law and family.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

YOCHEVED
(JEANETTE)

PERLOV
who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

Sadly missed
Forever in our hearts
— Her children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MIRIAM SEGAL
(nee Atnikov)

who passed away
October 11, 2007
30 Days in Tishrei

Every day in some small way
Memories of you come our way
Though absent you are ever
near.
Still missed, still loved and ever
dear.
—Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren,
mother and siblings.

In Memoriam

SARA
BERKAL

who passed away
March 1st, 2009
5 Days in Adar

Rabbi
LOUIS BERKAL

who passed away
October 19th, 2009
1 Day in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

Beloved Parents, Grandparents
Pillars of our Community

Always Remembered
    Forever Missed

- Your Loving Family

In Memoriam

In memory of

MANLEY
GOLDBERG

who passed away
October 19, 2009

2 days in Cheshvan
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Phyllis, his
children, grandchildren &
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHAIM KATZ
who passed away
October 30, 1999

20 Days in Cheshvan

MANYA KATZ
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Our loving memories will never die. Sadly missed and ever
remembered by their children, grandchildren and great
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

You're always in our Hearts, our thoughts and our soul.
Sorely missed but never forgotten.
In Loving memory we honour you.

— Your Loving Children, Grandchildren and Family.

In loving memory of

RUDY
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
October 18, 2004
3 days in Chesvan

In loving memory of

PAULA
LOWENSTEIN

who passed away
November 11, 2005
9 days in Chesvan

13th Yahrzeit 14th Yahrzeit

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JULIUS MINUK
who passed away

October 25th, 2006
3 days in Chesvan

With everyday that passes your
kind and gentle soul remains in
our thoughts.
Your smile and laughter are
deeply missed and your eternal
spirit remains forever in our
hearts.
— Always remembered with
much love and sadly missed
by his wife, children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

LEON
SALAMON
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

Your goodness, sweetness and
integrity will always be
remembered.
You were the best.
— Forever loved by y our wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
20th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

EMANUEL
(MOTTY)

ROSENBERG
who passed away
November 2, 2011
5 days in Chesvan

— Forever in our hearts and
deeply missed by his wife
Sybil, children, grand-
children, family and friends.
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In loving memory of

BEN SMORDIN
who passed away
October 29, 2003

4 Days in Cheshvan
— Always in our hearts and
forever missed by your
daughter and granddaughters,
family and friends.

In MemoriamIn Memoriam

In loving memory of dear
father and Zaida

SAM SEGAL
who passed away
October 25, 1998

6 Days in Cheshvan, 5759
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

JACK EARNEST
STEIN

who passed away
November 8, 1986

6 Days in Cheshvan
Loving memories will never
die.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his daughter and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRVIN SERA
who passed away
October 18, 2015

5 days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
very sadly missed by his  loving
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ANNE
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 20, 2009
2 days in Chesvan

Always in our hearts.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. JACK
RUBIN

who passed away
October 14, 2017

We love you dearly and miss
you everyday.
— Your wife, children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

1st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANN
DUTKEVICH

Who passed away
November 3, 2000

5 Days in Cheshvan
With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BEN ADLEMAN
who passed away
October 30, 2000

Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan
— Sadly missed and always
remembered by his daughters,
son-in-law, grandchildren,
sister, nephews and nieces.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LOUIS PAISNER
who passed away
October 31, 1957

5 days in Cheshvan, 5718
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your son Roy,
daughter-in-law Sheila,
granddaughters and great-
granddaughters.

Moderate Israeli writer reaches
out to his Palestinian neighbours

Letters to My Palestinian
Neighbor
Yossi Klein Halevi
HarperCollins Books, New York,
2018, 204 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

To quote the author Yossi
Klein Halevi, Letters to My
Palestinian Neighbor ‘is an

invitation to a conversation, in
which both sides disagree on the
most basic premises.’ It is written
as a series of letters from Halevi to
his next-door Palestinian neigh-
bour, whom he has never actually
met.

Halevi is an American-born
Israeli writer who has lived in Jerusalem since
1982. He is a senior fellow at the Shalom
Hartman Institute, described as Israel’s preemi-
nent centre for pluralistic Jewish research and
education. And he has written three previous
books.

Halevi actually lives in the French Hill neigh-
bourhood of Jerusalem, in the last row of hous-
es. He can clearly see the Palestinian neighbour-
hoods of East Jerusalem from his balcony, as
well as the separation barrier that Israel has
erected for its people’s safety. He is certainly no
right-winger politically and has devoted much
time and effort trying to reconcile Palestinians
and Israelis on a personal, human level, and
especially on a religious level.

In 1998 Halevi travelled about extensively in
the Palestinian territories attending services in
mosques and meeting with religious leaders.
This journey left him with a real fondness for
Islam and its teachings and led to one of his pre-
vious books, At the Entrance to the Garden of
Eden. Unfortunately the Second Intifada put an
end to his travels and explorations.

Now in 2018 Halevi has returned to this theme,
except his intention this time is to explain to a
Palestinian audience about the Jews, Judaism,
Zionism and Israel. He knows that the Arab
media present a highly distorted and hate-filled
stereotype to their audience and his hope is to
give at least a few brave readers the other side of
the picture.

Halevi is careful not to take any hard-line posi-
tions. In every chapter as he explains aspects of
the Israeli reality, he does his best to reach out to
his Palestinian audience. For instance, when he
sketches out Jewish history and talks about the
ongoing Jewish attachment to Zion through
many hundreds of years culminating in the mod-
ern Zionist movement and the mass immigration
of Jews to Israel – he takes the opportunity to
emphasize that the majority of Israelis came
from the countries of the Middle East, and that
Zionism is not a European colonialist enterprise
as it is often depicted by Arab media. Perhaps,
Halevi hopes, this knowledge may make Israel
more palatable to the Palestinians.

Likewise in a chapter titled ‘Isaac and
Ishmael’, Halevi searches for common ground
between Judaism and Islam when it comes to the
holy sites and the land itself. He reminds his
audience that the Cave of Machpelah in Hebron
is a holy site for both religions as is the Temple
Mount in Jerusalem, which is the site of the Al-
Aqsa Mosque. Neither side has an exclusive
claim to these places, nor does either side have
an exclusive claim to Israel/Palestine. 

He says, ‘We desperately need a discourse of
spiritual dignity, not a discourse that disgraces
the very holiness we seek to uphold.’ Further,
‘Ultimately, peace is about mutual respect.

Israelis need to
treat Palestinians
with dignity...What
I need from you is
respect for my peo-
ple’s story.’ And
finally, ‘We need to
seek out those gen-
erous voices
embedded in our
traditions and offer
new interpretations
of old concepts –
which is, after all,
how religions cope
with change.’

N e v e r t h e l e s s ,
Halevi is firm
about many things:

1. He is firm that the Jews are an indigenous
people to the land of Israel and that they have
returned to their home.

2. He is firm that the connection between the
Jews and the land never ceased during the long
years of exile.

3. He is firm that Judaism is not just a religion,
but rather it is a peoplehood.

4. He is firm that Israel didn’t come into being
as a consequence of the Holocaust – the
Holocaust was allowed to occur because Israel
did not exist.

5. He is firm that it was Yasser Arafat and the
Second Intifada that led to the collapse of the
peace process.

6. He is firm that the security barrier was built
to ensure the safety of he and his family.

7. He is firm that the more the Palestinians
reject Israel’s right to exist, the more Israelis
move away from trying to make peace and the
more the settlements continue to grow.

Halevi wants his Palestinian neighbours to
know that even a moderate Israeli like himself
who has much sympathy with the Palestinians,
nevertheless has his red lines that they are going
to have to come to grips with one day.

Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is a wel-
come addition to the library of books on the
Israel-Palestinian conflict, well-written and
intelligent. A good read.

(Letters to My Palestinian Neighbor is avail-
able at the Winnipeg Public Library.)

YOSSI KLEIN
HALEVI



Memories from the corners of our minds, but life’s like that

I
received an e-mail in mid-September from a
gentleman whom I would classify as both a
boy scout for being kind enough to share a hot

tip with me and a hockey scout for identifying a
Jewish player who appears to have a future as a
defenceman in the NHL after having been drafted
by the Vancouver in 2018. 

You see, QUINN HUGHES, who will be 19  on
October 14th, was snatched by the Canucks in the
first round, 7th overall. Sounds promising to be

sure and more about that later. My contact was long-time sports fan, Bill
Sklover, who shared that he was watching Sportsnet when they were pro-
filing a certain Jack Hughes, a one-time hockey dad himself, and in pass-
ing it came up that Quinn was Jewish and that his mom’s maiden name is
Weinberg. 

“Just some trivia for you,” said the resident of West Kildonan who used
to work for Scotiabank for 36 years and left the rest up to me. 

Quinn was born in Orlando, Florida and is a left-handed shooting
defenceman who tips the scales at 170 and stands 5’10”. In 2014-15 he
played but a single game with St. Michaels Buzzers of the Ontario Junior
Hockey League. In 2015-16 Quinn played with the United States under -17
team and in 2016-17 with the US under-18 club. Finally, at the University
of Michigan in the Big 10 he played 37 games, scored 5 goals and added
24 assists. 

After having spoken with the congenial Mr. Sklover, it crossed my mind
that I once upon a time knew another person with the identical surname and
out of curiosity decided to send off another e-mail. The individual whose
name I was pondering was also a serious fan of multiple sports, but it was
at the Winnipeg Auditorium downtown and sometimes at the old Winnipeg
Arena where promoters would stage entertaining boxing cards. I also
recalled that the poor soul was in a wheelchair, but it didn’t prevent him
from enjoying his passion. 

A short time later, the reliable Bill got back to me and informed: “That
was my Uncle Joe Sklover who passed away in 2004. He and I used to go
to boxing quite a lot together along with hockey and football. Small world,
isn’t it? 

My rationale for going to the fights as often as I did was to see DAVE
DUSANG, JEWISH BOMBER. I covered all his fights for this publication
and a few for the Canadian Press. The one-time pugilist is no longer with
us and rehashing his career is marginally pleasant only because his fate was
sealed following the end of his boxing career. But make no mistake, the
young man was a warrior. 

I can see him in my mind’s eye with his Everlast boxing blue and white
trunks and a large Jewish Star of David. I encountered young Dusang for
the last time back in the mid-eighties in a Winnipeg Beach drugstore and
he looked as fit as always when he was a junior welterweight in the square
boxing ring. We talked for a while and he told me that he was better offh-
going back to school and a lot safer too.. also, that He had no regrets and

that he had
gone as far
as he could
in the
game. 

The fami-
ly was in
total agree-
m e n t .
David felt
that he did-
n’t lose
completely.
He wanted
to get back
to school and
his prefer-
ence was a
degree in commerce. He was of the opinion
that the discipline from boxing would
serve him well. The result was that he got his marks up,  was accepted into
Commerce, and managed to get a decent summer job. Another interesting
observation he shared was that he wasn’t much of a bleeder and he didn’t
leave the ring maimed or with a spread-out nose like many fighters do. 

Dusang was still interested in boxing and watched matches on TV or in
the flesh. He also suggested that, if perhaps things went well in his chosen
profession, he could manage a few fighters. I recall David telling me that
Winnipeg boxer Danny Vandal didn’t have much to fall back on. In retro-
spect, it’s ironic that now in 2018 he became and still is a well-liked and
successful politician even today. 

As for Dusang, he had talent, fast hands and foot speed but, unlike his
opponents, he was not raised on the mean streets of Chicago or New York.
Dave, after attaining degrees at the Universities of Winnipeg and Manitoba,
travelled to Toronto where he raised his family and became a major exec-
utive in sales and marketing to say the least. 

Above all he was a real mensch, but unfortunately and all too soon at age
48 Dusang was killed in a car crash in Toronto through no fault of his own.
And like so many others, I grieved his passing.  I sincerely apologize if I
re-opened old wounds, but lest we forget.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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QUINN HUGHES, who
will be 19 on October
14th, was snatched by the
Canucks in the first
round, 7th overall.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

DAVE DUSANG 
At age 48 he was killed in
a car crash in Toronto.

Jewish quarterback Josh Rosen named
new Arizona Cardinals starter

Sept. 26 (JTA) – Jewish rookie quarterback Josh Rosen, 21, has been
named the starting quarterback for the Arizona Cardinals, replacing Sam
Bradford.

“Josh plays with a lot of confidence,” Cardinals coach Steve Wilks told
reporters on Monday, Sept. 24. “I think he gives us the opportunity to be
able to be successful. When you look at the situation when he went into
the game – I didn’t have a problem putting him in at the time because
again I know he’s very confident in what he’s doing. ... I think he handled
it well. He went in, commanded the huddle, did a great job moving the
ball.”

In a post on Instagram Rosen, the 10th overall pick in the National
Football League draft, thanked the veteran Bradford.

“Since day 1, Sam has had my back and helped me become the best
quarterback I could be. I cannot thank him enough for showing me how
to be a professional in every sense of the word. He is a leader, mentor,
and great person,” Rosen wrote.

“He and (backup QB) Mike Glennon couldn’t have been more sup-
portive at a time that I thought might be a bit tense or awkward today. I
couldn’t be more thrilled to be in a QB room with two of the most self-
less people I’ve ever been around as I start my career as a quarterback in
the NFL. For that I say thank you.”

Rosen, a standout at UCLA, told the league’s online magazine earlier
this year that a lot of the trash talk that was directed at him on the field
during college was anti-Semitic.

A 2014 profile noted that Rosen became a bar mitzvah and attends
seder every Passover, but he also celebrates Christmas and he called him-
self “kind of an atheist.”

The quarterback’s father is Charles Rosen, a noted orthopedic surgeon.
His mother, Liz Lippincott, is Quaker and is the great-great-granddaugh-
ter of Joseph Wharton, who founded the prestigious Wharton business
school at the University of Pennsylvania.



Historical novel by Ottawa writer captures British Mandate period in pre-state Israel
Eva Salomon’s War
By Gabriella Golliger, 
Bink Books, 
360 pages
Reviewed by By Rabbi STEVEN GARTEN

How does one preserve a people’s history? In the begin-
ning, elders, designated storytellers, were responsible
for transmitting the sacred history from one genera-

tion to another. As the tribe grew and expanded, the need for
storytellers was outstripped by the need for consistency, for
officially sanctioned history. That process helped with the
evolution of written history.

However, in the beginning, it was not history. It was the
record of the fables and interpretive narratives. Sometimes
those narratives were declared sacred, the Torah for example.
Eventually even the Romans realized that there was a need
for a recording of events that was more than just storytelling. History, the
theoretically neutral recording of events over time, developed as a means
of connecting new generations to the exploits of their ancestors. The art and
science of history has become an important aspect of a people’s ability to
reflect upon its past glories and previous mistakes.

Our people’s history is no different from that of other peoples. The Tanach
is an early example of oral memories finding their way into written form.
We have evolved over the past 2,000 years into a people that very much
appreciates the power of historical record. It is common during debates over
events in Israel to remind individuals of the historical antecedents and pro-
claim the importance of historical context in understanding today’s chaos.

We have also been at the forefront of accepting historical fiction as a
powerful tool for the transmission of history. Leon Uris’ Exodus and Mila
18 and Herman Wouk’s The Winds of War and War and Remembrance are
novels that had an impact on the general knowledge regarding the creation
of the State of Israel.

Eva Salomon’s War by Ottawa author Gabriella Goliger fits this paradigm.
This novel invites us to witness the events of the British Mandate period,
specifically from the mid-1930s until the creation of the State of Israel. We
follow Eva, her father and sister from Germany to pre-state Palestine where
we are immersed in the German Jewish immigrant experience.

Eva’s father, a rigid religious Jew, tries to recreate his pre-
vious life in Tel Aviv. Eva’s sister, Liesal, lands on a new
agricultural settlement, a kibbutz. She is confronted imme-
diately with political rhetoric, socialist responsibilities, agri-
cultural duties and the threats from Arab neighbours. Eva
starts out in her father’s house but cannot abide by his rigid
lifestyle and, like her sister, begins a new life. However, for
Eva, it is an urban life.

Through these three main characters, we are introduced to
all the main issues of the Mandate period and some of the
significant issues that are still on the agenda today.
Immigrants come in many sizes and one type of integration
story does not fit all. The trials and tribulations of the
Salomon family are a vivid reminder of that reality. As
Liesel evolves in her understanding of the strengths and
deficiencies of the kibbutz movement, we begin to recog-

nize that theory and ideology are not enough to feed both the body and the
soul.

As the central character, Eva draws our greatest attention. She is headstrong,
she is determined and she is committed to beginning a new life that is unlike
the one she experienced in Germany. But, that transition is not easy. She needs
help and through her we are introduced to many other characters, each of
whom reveals to us the varieties of Jews setting the land.

Perhaps the most powerful storyline is the love affair between Eva and
Duncan, a British police officer. Serving in Palestine before, during and
after the Second World War, Duncan gives us a non-Jewish set of eyes
through which to see ourselves and the conflicts confronting the Yishuv.

Each character is well defined and their struggles are wonderfully
emblematic of the pre-state era. One of the most powerful scenes is when
Eva is kidnapped by the Irgun and harshly interrogated as a collaborator
because of her relationship with Duncan. Love versus loyalty to people, a
theme that continues to resonate in our people’s psyche to this day.

Eva Salomon’s War will introduce the uninitiated to a chaotic and con-
fusing time in the life of the Jewish people and the Jewish state. But, it is
so filled with wonderfully drawn episodes of history, that even those famil-
iar with the period will be glad they refreshed their memories.

(Reprinted with permission from the Ottawa Jewish News)
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Let’s open
Portage and Main.
Here are the facts:

voteopenwpg.ca

Learn more about 
how opening the 
intersection will 
improve our city!

economically.

Businesses go where 
people go. Removing 

encouraging new 

The barriers are 

 
$6.1 million.

Tourism works 
when we do.

and Main could be a 

place again as well 
as an even bigger 



Redesigned Cornelia Bean holds open house

The popular coffee and tea bean retail establishment, Cornelia Bean,
located at 417 Academy Road, held a grand re-opening September 19, as
owners Robert and Cory Krul invited customers to take a tour of their re-
designed store, which features many gift items, also to sample from
among the many teas and coffees that are prepared in-house.

Cornelia Bean supplies retail and wholesale clients with fresh teas and
tea blends and fresh roasted coffee beans. The company was established
with respect for tradition and with a zeal for exploring new tastes. The
company’s vision is to provide leadership in the tea and coffee market by
providing high-quality and unique products.
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Talmud Torah to host Shabbat service 

commemorating Cantor Binyamin Brownstone

Percy Golubchuk and Miriam
Geller co-chairs of the Talmud
Torah Beth Jacob Synagogue are
delighted to invite the entire com-
munity to a Binyamin Brownstone
Shabbat on October 20, 2018 at the
synagogue 1525 Main Street north
of Lansdowne.

Services start at 9:30 am.
Cantor Brownstone was a liturgi-

cal Hebrew scholar, a true genius,
who taught at the Talmud Torah
and the Peretz School and was can-
tor at the school’s synagogue for
almost 60 years.

His greatest achievement was the
training of thousands in cantorial
skills but more importantly instill-
ing in them a love and passion for
the synagogue and service as can-
tors.

His students can be found as
Jewish leaders all over North
America and those who remained in
Winnipeg will be leading services October 20, singing prayers with the
timeless nusach (tunes) Cantor Brownstone created.

In Winnipeg synagogues today his soulful and heartfelt nusach can
be heard.

Cantor Brownstone’s prayers emanated from his heart and soul, his
voice - the words and melodies.

A beautiful stained glass window was commissioned in tribute with
the words “shir ushvecha hallel vezimra”.

Song and praise lauding in music.
Perry Rubenfeld, Al Benarroch, Marshall Dana, Carey Boroditsky,

Allan Finkel and jack Boroditsky will be leading services singing
Cantor Brownstone’s timeless melodies, a legacy for the ages.

Eli Boroditsky, a disciple of another Talmud Torah teacher Mr.
Serlin, will be reading the Torah.

The influence of the Talmud Torah founded over a hundred years ago
still permeates our community today.

A kiddush will be hosted by Esther and Sid Halpern, Peretz School
and Talmud Torah alumni in memory of Cantor Brownstone who was
a personal dearly loved family friend.

Please call Percy Golubchuk at 204-589-3059 for further information
or if anyone wishes an aliyah.

Cornelia Bean co-owner Cory Krul (Inset: Cory’s grandmother,
Cornelia Boon, who was Dutch, and whose face adorns the logo for
Cornelia Bean)

Third woman to accuses Kavanaugh of sexual 
misconduct in high school is Jewish

(JTA) On Wednesday, Sept. 26, lawyer Michael Avenatti posted testimo-
ny by Julie Swetnick, who said she witnessed Judge Brent Kavanaugh
drinking heavily at parties and engaging in “abusive and physically aggres-
sive behavior toward girls” as a student at Georgetown Preparatory School
in the 1980s.

Among other things, Swetnick said that Kavanaugh had fondled and
grabbed girls, attempted to remove their clothing and made “crude sexual
comments” at house parties in the Maryland suburb near Washington,
D.C., where they attended school. She also said she “became aware of
efforts” by Kavanaugh, his friend Mark Judge, now an author and journal-
ist, and others “to cause girls to become inebriated and disoriented so they
could then be ‘gang raped.’”

Swetnick said she was raped at one of the house parties where
Kavanaugh and Judge were present.

Avenatti told the Forward that his client is Jewish. Swetnick is the niece
of Helene Moglen, a professor of literature at the University of California,
Santa Cruz, who has written about gender and sexual harassment in the
academy, the Forward reported. Swetnick, an information technology spe-
cialist, is the daughter of the late Elaine Moglen Swetnick, who worked for
the Atomic Energy Commission, and Martin Swetnik, a retired physicist,
the Forward reported.

Swetnick’s allegations come on the heels of claims by two other women
that Kavanaugh had engaged in sexual misconduct in high school and later
as an undergraduate at Yale University.

Kavanaugh, who was nominated by President Donald Trump, has denied
the allegations. On Wednesday, Sept. 26, in a White House statement, he
called Swetnick’s claims “ridiculous and from the Twilight Zone” and said
he did not know her.

A stained glass window in
Talmud Torah Beth Jacob
synagogue in honour of
Cantor Brownstone, who
was the cantor of that syna-
gogue for almost 60 years
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Rady JCC Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture Brings 

Yael Deckelbaum Prayer of the
Mother’s Ensemble to Winnipeg

On Saturday November 17, at 8:00 pm at the West End Cultural
Centre, Yael Deckelbaum Prayer of the Mothers Ensemble will
make its Canadian debut in Winnipeg. Yael Deckelbaum is an award-
winning Israeli/Canadian singer-songwriter and activist. She is a
founding member of the legendary trio Habanot Nechama, who had
a #1 hit in Israel, with their single So Far and sold over 50,000 copies
of their album. Winnipeggers may remember Habanot Nechama from
their performance in 2010 as part of the Israeli Concert Series at the
Rady JCC.

Yael has performed on the same stage with Sir George Martin,
Suzanne Vega, Chris Cornell, Livingston Taylor, Tom Chaplin (three-
time Grammy winner), Bobby McFerrin and Matisyahu. Three of her
songs have been featured on the internationally acclaimed The L Word
TV series on Showtime. Yael had been performing with her father since
she was three years old, singing country songs and Irish folk songs. At
the age of 16, she won first prize in a national contest for the best
young singer-songwriter in Israel. Since then she has been chosen to
perform as a vocal soloist with the Israeli Philharmonic Orchestra at a
tribute concert to the Beatles, directed and conducted by Sir George
Martin (arranger and producer for the Beatles). Iconic Israeli artist
Shlomo Artzi – one of Israel’s leading singer-songwriters – heard her
and brought her on tour with him for two years, joining him on a hit
duet of his famous album, Ahavtihem. After releasing her second solo
album Joy & Sadness, Yael was invited by Mashina (Israel’s most
highly considered rock band), as a guest star, for a two-year tour, per-
forming with them all over Israel and the USA. Yael has released three
solo albums, and has participated in several influential albums in
Israel. 

In the years of 2015 -2016 Yael found her calling as an activist, ini-
tiating the social/musical journey “The Road Home” together with
social protest leader Daphni Leef, where the two women drove with a
crew of 20 people, for 45 days across the country to document the
voices of the good people of Israel. In similar fashion to Joan Baez, she
is now on the forefront of a peace movement with an organization
called “Women Wage Peace”. The song Prayer of the Mothers, which
has gone viral with millions of views on Facebook and YouTube, was
born as a result of an alliance made between Yael and the leaders of
“Women Wage Peace”. The movement arose in the summer of 2014
during the escalation of violence between Israel and the Palestinians.
On October 4th, 2016, Jewish and Arab women began the joint “March
of Hope” project. Thousands of women marched from the north of
Israel to Jerusalem in a call for peace. A call that reached its peak on
October 19th, in a march of at least 4,000 women in Qasr el Yahud (on
the northern Dead Sea), half of them Palestinian and half Israeli. The
very same evening 15,000 women protested in front of the prime min-
ister’s house in Jerusalem. Yael was the artistic director of that event.
The marches were joined by the Nobel Peace prize winner Leymah
Gbowee, who led a peaceful civilian protest to end the Second
Liberian Civil War in 2003, by the joint force of women.

This movement and the work of Yael has been documented on CNN,
New York Times, Marie Claire, Huffington Post, and SBS News. In
December 2017 Yael Deckelbaum Prayer of the Mother’s Ensemble
released their new EP. 

The Rady JCC Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture is very excited to
welcome Yael Deckelbaum Prayer of the Mothers Ensemble to
Winnipeg. Return transportation from the Rady JCC is available for
the Yael Deckelbaum concert at the West End Cultural Centre. Other
Tarbut highlights include Aaron Weinstein, Jazz Violin … Live and
On Screen on November 10, The Borochov Dynasty on November
14 and Rabbi Irwin Kula on November 15. Plus Best of the Fest
films Bye Bye Germany and Itzhak, author readings and musical fam-
ily Shabbat Dinner featuring children’s entertainer Carl Berger. Tickets
are available by contacting the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or
www.radyjcc.com

German Chancellor Angela Merkel to receive
honorary doctorate from Haifa U

JERUSALEM (JTA) – German Chancellor Angela Merkel will
receive an honorary doctorate from the University of Haifa. The univer-
sity said it was awarding the honorary degree in recognition of her lead-
ership grounded in principles of equality, freedom and human rights; for
serving as a model to women around the world; in appreciation of her
warm friendship and robust ties between The Federal Republic of
Germany and the State of Israel.” The degree will be conferred Oct. 4 at
the Israel Museum in Jerusalem, where Merkel will meet with a diverse
group of graduate students from the university, including from Germany.

Merkel, the first women to serve as German chancellor, has been in
office since 2005. 


