
By MYRON LOVE
The Shaarey Zedek

Cemetery (on Main Street
across from Kildonan Park) is
our community’s oldest
cemetery still in use and the
largest Jewish cemetery in the
Prairie provinces. (The origi-
nal Jewish cemetery in
Transcona was last used for
as burial in the 1930s.) On
Sunday, October 14, a group
of about 40 people gathered
for an informative and inter-
esting tour of the cemetery.

The tour was led by Lynn
Roseman, who is the expert
on the history of and symbol-
ism found in Jewish cemeter-
ies in our province. Roseman
served as the team leader a
few years back in the Jewish
Heritage Centre of Western
Canada’s efforts to update its photo registry
of all the tombstones and memorial plaques
in Manitoba Jewish cemeteries. She was
also part of the original effort to photograph
the stones and plaques on behalf of the JHS
in the mid-1990s. The JHS gravestone photo
registry now numbers over 20,000.

Roseman explained that the idea for a
new cemetery at the Shaarey Zedek loca-
tion was first broached in 1889. “The
Children of Israel cemetery in Transcona
tended to flood,” she noted.

The search for the right piece of land took
five years. The original purchase was five
acres with another adjoining five acres pur-
chased shortly thereafter.

“The community was able to buy a large
amount of property from the Municipality
of West Kildonan for $1 on condition that
the Shaarey Zedek founders pave
Armstrong Street to the south of the ceme-
tery from Main Street to Powers,” Roseman
said. “That cost $134,000.”

Roseman began the tour with stops at the
mausoleums (miniature houses) of Rabbis
Eliyahu Grubert and Shmuel Abba Twersky
(and his wife, Richel), which were erected
in 1917 and 1947 respectively. Roseman
noted that these are the only Jewish mau-
soleums in western Canada. The coffins
inside are enclosed in concrete which is
acceptable, Roseman pointed out, because
concrete is “of the earth”.

She also showed two crypts – above-
ground burials – which go back almost 100
years. One has the name “Rotenstein” on
the side and no further information..

At the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery,
Roseman noted, women are always buried
on the left so that they are on the right side
of the man. The custom is different for some
other cemeteries.

Roseman notes that the gravestones tell
stories. She pointed out gravestones in the
form of tree stumps. These, she explained,
indicate that the deceased was childless -
which is a break in the family tree. On
gravestones of cohanim are inscribed a pair
of hands in prayer while an image of a
pitcher denotes the burial of a Levi. A
magen David on the stone informs that a
male is buried beneath. Women’s grave-
stones used to have the image of a cande-
labra. 

She noted the family plots – with as many
as 15 burials in one case – near the older,
eastern part of the cemetery. She also point-
ed out a section reserved for children.

In 1968, she said, vandals destroyed sev-
eral of the oldest gravestones. She credited
the Shaarey Zedek congregation for replac-

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Two long-range Grad
rockets struck Beersheba and two Kassam
rockets landed in an open area in southern
Israel, threatening a three-day truce.

Israel's Air Force also targeted and hit a
rocket launching site and a squad preparing
to fire a rocket toward southern Israel, the
Israel Defense Forces said in a statement.

Schools were closed throughout
Beersheba on Sunday following the Grad
attack at about 5:30 a.m. The rockets fell in
an open area and caused no damage,
according to reports. The Kassam rockets
were fired late Saturday night and caused no
damage.

In response, the IDF targeted the rocket
launching site, killing one Hamas terrorist
belonging to the organization's military
wing, the Al-Qassam Brigades, according to
the Palestinian Ma'an news agency.

The Popular Resistance Committees
claimed responsibility for the Grad fire, say-
ing it was "a warning against continued
Israeli aggression," according to Ynet.

The rocket fire comes three days after
Egypt brokered an unofficial cease-fire
between Israel and the Palestinians.

More than 70 rockets and mortars were
fired last week from Gaza at southern Israeli
communities.

Also Sunday, Israel's Cabinet unanimously
approved full protection from rocket fire for
all communities located up to 7 kilometers,
or 4.3 miles, from the Gaza border, at a cost
of about $70 million. Communities up to 5

kilometers, or 3 miles, previously were pro-
tected.

"This will provide security for residents of
the South," Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu said at the meeting following the
decision. 

"We are doing this because attacks by
rockets and missiles at shorter distances are
much greater in the area around the Gaza
Strip than at other distances. I think that this
is what residents of the South have been
hoping for; they have been calling for it for
a long time."

This year, more than 610 rockets fired from
the Gaza Strip have hit Israel – more than
150 during in October alone – according to
the IDF.

Shaarey Zedek Cemetery tour a step back
into Winnipeg Jewish history

Long-range rockets fired from Gaza strike Beersheba, 
closing schools

On Sunday, October 14, a group of about 40 people
gathered for an informative and interesting tour of the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
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Gaza-based terrorists fired a Grad missile
at the southern Israeli city of Be’er Sheva
early Sunday morning. The missile exploded
in an open area near the city and did not
cause any physical injuries or damages. 

Continued on page 2. See “Cemetery
tour”.
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ing them. 
She noted that eight mur-

der victims have been
buried in the cemetery
since 1973 and that sui-
cides are buried amongst
the general burials. Other
cemeteries have separate
sections for suicides, she
said.

Among the gravestones
we stopped at were those of
Mark and Dorothy Danzker
(Danzker was a long time
City Councillor and com-
munity leader whose
bequest funded the grave-
stone photo project.) and
radical activist Freda
Coodin. Coodin’s grave-
stone – she died in 1933 – named her garment industry employer as the
cause of her death. The name was scratched out the day after the burial.

“Coodin was a labour activist who contracted TB while is jail for her
activism,” Roseman said.

The last stop on the tour was the adjoining Shaarey Shamayim
Cemetery, the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue’s newly opened interfaith
cemetery. Estelle Raber, the congregation’s Life Cycle Director, reported
that ten plots in the cemetery have been purchased thus far and there
have been three burials over the past year. The cemetery has room for
168 plots.

Shaarey Shamayim initially was opened to accommodate interfaith
couples who want to be buried together. Currently the policy is that chil-
dren can be buried in the cemetery with their parents only if their moth-
ers were Jewish.

Shaarey Shamayim is separated from the old cemetery by a metal
fence and it has a separate entrance. Only Shaarey Zedek rabbis are
allowed to perform funerals in the new cemetery.

Temple Shalom Cemetery to surround 
its cemetery with hedges

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s Reform Congregation, is moving ahead
with planting a hedge to entire surround its Bet Chayim Mikdas Shalom
Cemetery and create a distinct separation from the other burials around
it at Chapel Lawn Cemetery.

The Temple Shalom section is behind the main chapel. (Chapel Lawn
Cemetery is on west Portage just past the Perimeter Highway.)

“We had a flurry of funerals over the summer,” says Ruth Livingstone,
the congregation’s immediate past president. “We had five burials with-
in a couple of months.”

Livingstone notes that Rabbi Michael Levenson, the congregation’s
rabbi in the 1990s, initiated the drive to open a cemetery for Temple
Shalom members and their families for reasons similar to those that led
to the creation of Shaarey Shamayim. Many Temple Shalom members
are interfaith couples.

The congregation initially acquired 140 plots for its cemetery. Earlier
this year, 320 plots were acquired. Thus far, congregation members have
purchased 43 plots and there have been 26 burials. The Congregation
currently has 21 plots set aside in cases of funerals where the deceased
did not purchase a plot beforehand.

Although the Chesed Shel Emes, our community’s non-profit funeral
home, refuses on halachic grounds to do tahara on individuals who are
to be buried at Bet Chayim Mikdas Shalom, the Chesed and some of its
chevra kaddishe members (The chevra kaddishe are the volunteers who
do tahara and prepare the body for burial.) have helped Temple Shalom
by training Temple members in tahara. 

Livingstone notes that Bet Chayim Mikdas Shalom burials are con-
ducted by Rabbi Karen Soria, the congregation’s part time rabbi, when
she is in town. Otherwise, Cantor Len Udow conducts the services. 

Services are generally held at the Temple on Grant and Wilton, but
some are graveside. The chapel at Chapel Lawn is also an option.
Livingstone notes that there are no overt religious symbols at the chapel. 

Livingstone reports that quite a number of Temple Shalom members,
as well as some non-members, have bought plots in the relatively new
cemetery. She adds that cremation is also an option at Bet Chayim
Mikdas Shalom.

Livingstone notes that once a year between Rosh Hashonah and Yom
Kippur, Rabbi Soria does a presentation on death and dying from a
Reform perspective along with a memorial service.

“The presentations are fascinating,” Livingstone says. “I learn new
things every time.” 
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Community news
Cemetery tour
Continued from page 1.

Tour leader LYNN ROSEMAN show-
ingtour participants samples of early
gravestones.

At the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery, Roseman noted, women are always
buried on the left so that they are on the right side of the man. The
custom is different for some other cemeteries.

ROB BERKOWITS (left), JNF executive director for Manitoba
and Saskatchewan, and JOSH COOPER, executive vice-presi-
dent JNF Canada, at JNF Winnipeg appreciation lunch for
Synagogue rabbis, presidents and executive directors. The
lunch took place on Tuesday, October 16, at the Hotel Fort
Garry.
Cooper, who was appointed to his new position in August,
noted that there are currently 70 ongoing JNF projects in
Israel. “We are the only organization whose mandate covers
all of Israel and all Israelis,” he said.
The funds that the JNF raised in Winnipeg from its 2012 High
Holiday Appeal are being used to create a recreational green
space in the Negev adjoining a newly-built army base for use
by the soldiers and their families as well as other visitors.

JNF appreciation lunch



By BERNIE BELLAN
Dateline: Tel Aviv, Oct. 18, 2012

My wife and I arrived in Tel Aviv 36
hours ago. Although I’ve been to Israel
many times before, I had never spent
as much time in Tel Aviv as I would
have liked. Instead I found myself
spending more time in Jerusalem
which, although a magnificent city in
many respects, is not the easiest place
to get around. 

Further, as someone who is not reli-
gious, the continued dominance of
Jerusalem life by the ultra-Orthodox is
something quite jarring for a secular
Jew from Canada.

So it was that I said to my wife: “This
time we’re going to spend most of our
Israeli visit in Tel Aviv – and we’re
going to do lots of cycling while we’re
there.”

We picked up our rental care at Ben Gurion Airport, but to our dis-
may found that the GPS system we had brought with us from Canada
would not work in Israel – unless we paid for an expensive upgrade.

I decided to rent an Israeli GPS. In all my previous trips to Israel I
had simply relied on maps, but with the advent of the GPS, it’s so
much easier getting around maddeningly difficult-to-navigate cities
such as Tel Aviv.

The trip in from the airport is a breeze: Simply stay on Highway 1.
But once you hit Tel Aviv – watch out. The reports of the 24-hour traf-
fic congestion that I had been reading for years all proved true.
Luckily, I let my wife do the driving, as she is a far calmer person than
me. Still, since Meachelle had been to Israel many times before with
me, she knew full well how aggressive she was going to have to be in
making lane changes. 

Despite all the obstacles that we encountered – and what seemed to
be a route that was continually taking us in circles, we made it to our
lovely downtown hotel – the Mercur, in fairly good time – without a
wrong turn along the way.

Our hotel had been booked through Peerless Travel. I’ve got to know
one of the agents there – Sandy, who is thoroughly familiar with the
ins and outs of booking trips to Israel, having been born here.

The hotel is quite reasonably priced and is so centrally located that
it’s within walking distance of areas like Dizengoff Street, the beach

promenade, the Carmel market,
Rabin Square, and many other of
Tel Aviv’s must-see spots.

Yesterday was our first full day
in Israel and we got up early to
try and take in as much as we could. The hotel breakfast was a typical
Israeli buffet – I still can’t get over how terrific Israeli breakfasts are.

At 8:30 we walked over to the Carmel Market, where we had not
been for ten years. I love that place: The smells, the sounds, the
ambiance – and the bargains. 

For instance, Meachelle had not brought enough summer clothes
with her – the temperatures have been in the low 30s in Israel this
week. So, we decided to look for some more shorts and summer tops. 

Now, anyone who knows my wife knows that she has impeccable
fashion taste (unlike the writer), so even buying something as simple
as shorts and a top was not going to be easy.

But, even as the
shop owners were
just putting their
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Travel feature

Israel diary – Part One: Tel Aviv is one great city for cyclists
…and anyone looking for a good time

MEACHELLE and BERNIE BELLAN on the first day of cycling
along Tel Aviv’s beachfront promenade. (Note Meachelle’s
shorts that she had just purchased in the Carmel Market after
trying them on over her head. Is there a correlation between
neck size and waist size that Israelis have discovered?)
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The famous Jaffa clock tower.
(It’s not easy cycling in Jaffa, but
it’s great fun cycling on the
beach promenade getting
there.)



I imagine that a
great many Israelis
stayed up until the
wee hours of the
morning Oct. 23 to
watch the final presi-
dential debate. I was
among those who
was transfixed

between 3 to 5 am, Israel time, as I had just
arrived in Italy for a short stay after spending
five days in Israel.

The more I listen to the tenor of this year’s
scuffling between two exceedingly intelligent
candidates over who demonstrates greater
support for the State of Israel, the more con-
vinced I am that so many of Israel’s problems
could be solved simply if it were to become
the 51st state.

When I hear Mitt Romney argue that there
is absolutely “no daylight” between the
United States and Israel, and when I hear
Barack Obama make almost as powerful a
case that America has no greater nor more
important ally in the region than Israel, I think
to myself: “Why not just get it over with and
make Israel a part of the U.S. already?”

After all, if Hawaii was able to be brought
into the fold, and it is separated from the
mainland U.S. by a huge distance, why not
another area of the world that is not a part of
the contiguous U.S. mainland?

And I’m not being facetious when I suggest
this. Israel and the U.S. have so much in com-
mon – in terms of democratic governance,
educational systems, quite a bit of their
respective cultures and, of course, more than
ever, mutual security concerns.

Now I’m not the first one to toss out this
idea. It’s been bandied about, usually deri-
sively, in the past, but the current presidential
race has seen more focus on America’s ties to
and longterm interests in Israel than at any

other time in history.
Not so long ago, especially when

Henry Kissinger was Secretary of State in
the Nixon administration, Israel’s very
survival seemed to be a matter of less
interest to Kissinger than the larger issue
of countering Soviet influence in the
Middle East.

Further, amazingly enough, America
seems to have reached a point where it is
no longer beholden to Arab sheikhs con-
trolling the flow of oil into the U.S. Thus,
whereas ten years ago it would have
been almost unthinkable for American
Mideast policy not to be heavily oriented
toward preserving the status quo in that
region, as Mitt Romney so assiduously
pointed out: That area of the world is in
“tumult”. 

With Mubarak gone, that pretty much
leaves Saudi Arabia as the sole remain-
ing Arab state that can be considered a
reliable ally for the U.S. (Jordan’s stabili-
ty is certainly far from assured.) – and it
is well know that the prime financial
support for Islamic jihad has been Saudi
Arabia, so what kind of an ally is Saudi
Arabia anyway?

Just think of the advantages to be gained by
both sides were Israel to become the 51st

state: Israel, for instance, could halt its slide
toward becoming more and more of a theoc-
racy – something that is anathema to most
American Jews. 

At the same time the problem of how to
deal with the Palestinians might become
somewhat easier to solve. 

Clearly both Israelis and Palestinians have
been sloughing off on to the Americans any
real attempts to negotiate peace one with the
other. Why not simply dispense with the pre-
tense that anyone other than the U.S. can
bring about a lasting diplomatic solution to
the problem?

By the way, did anyone else notice that the
only reference to the Palestinians during the
Oct. 22 debate came from Romney? I’m not
so sure that Israelis should be pinning their
hopes on a Romney victory. 

Remember, with a Republican in the White
House and what seems likely to be a
Republican House of Representatives, it
would be much easier for a chameleon like
Romney to reverse course and come down
harder on a Netanyahu administration than it
would be for an Obama with Romney con-
stantly accusing him of not being supportive
enough of Israel. (Remember, it was Richard
Nixon who opened up to China because
there was no Richard Nixon to challenge him
for betraying Taiwan.)

After all Democrats (even the many Jews
among them) are not likely soon to forget
how brazen Netanyahu had been in attempt-
ing to intervene in the U.S. election on the
side of the Republicans.

The apparent love affair that both candi-
dates are now showing for Israel is mostly a
matter of political expediency, designed as it
is to win over Jewish votes in Florida. Things
may change in a hurry once the election is
over – and even that great lover of Israel, Mitt
Romney, may quickly forget his undying
devotion to Israel once he holds the reins of
power. (As much as I’m impressed by
Romney’s style, he seems to have been lifted
straight out of a Hollywood movie – shifting

ground without a moment’s hesitation to the
point where no one really knows what he
stands for.)

So, is it a possibility that Israel could
become the 51st state? Not likely – but who
would have thought that, in a world where
the only operative word is “change”, that we
would have seen the momentous changes in
the Middle East that we have over the past
two years?

I’d like to see a poll taken among both
Americans and Israelis to see how much sup-
port there might be for this idea. As I’ve noted
before, one might ask whether Israel is “a
Jewish state” or a “state for the Jews”? If it’s
the latter, then is there that much difference
between Israel and states like New York or
Florida? 
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By

BERNIE BELLAN

Largest-ever U.S.-Israel 
military exercise begins

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli and U.S.
troops began their largest-ever joint aerial
defense exercise.

Austere Challenge 12, which began
Sunday, is part of a training exercise
designed to increase military cooperation
between the United States and Israel. Its
planning began more than two years ago
and is not a response to specific events in
the Middle East, the Israel Defense Forces
said in a statement.

Last month, Time magazine reported that
the exercise had been downsized and indi-
cated that part of the reason was American
distrust of Israel.

U.S. Air Force Lt. Gen. Craig Franklin said
Austere Challenge 2012 is the largest U.S.-
Israel military exercise to date, according
to the American Forces Press Service. 

The exercise will last three weeks and
involve more than 3,500 American service
personnel and 1,000 Israeli soldiers. Part of
the exercise reportedly will involve live
fire.

Of the exercise’s $38 million price tag,
the United States will pay $30 million and
Israel $8 million. 
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Comment

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Israel, a heat-

ed issue throughout the campaign, final-
ly took center stage at the final presiden-
tial debate.

It was mentioned a total of 29 times by
President Obama and Republican nomi-
nee Mitt Romney at Monday night’s for-
eign policy debate at Lynn University in
Boca Raton, Fla. Actual policy differ-
ences, however, seemed to be in short
supply.

Israel and the Iranian nuclear program
were among the main topics in a debate
that largely focused on the Middle East.
But whether the subject was Iran sanc-
tions, the need to stop Iran from acquiring
nuclear weapons or the U.S. commitment
to Israel, the clashing candidates sounded
surprisingly similar notes.

Aaron David Miller, a vice president of the Woodrow Wilson Center
for International Scholars, said the broad areas of agreement on the
Middle East reflected a growing consensus among both parties that
any president’s priority should be to focus on the struggling American
economy and tread carefully overseas.

“There were tactical political reasons why the governor wanted to
create the impression that he is a centrist,” said Miller, a former top
Middle East negotiator in Republican and Democratic administra-
tions, speaking of Romney. “But I think we are faced now for the first
time since the end of the Cold War with a remarkable consensus on
what we can do in the world. The public understands that we need to
fix America’s broken house, but that we are also stuck in a region of
the world where we can’t fix it or extricate from it.”

With sharp policy differences mostly missing, both candidates paint-
ed their support for Israel in per-
sonal terms. Romney cited the
strength of his relationship with
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. Obama spoke of
how he was affected by a 2008
visit to Israel, with stops at its
national Holocaust memorial Yad
Vashem and the embattled town
of Sderot.

Romney’s remark came as he
dismissed out of hand a hypo-
thetical proposal by the modera-
tor, Bob Schieffer of CBS News,
positing a last-minute warning
call to the White House from
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu that Israeli bombers
were on their way to Iran.

“Our relationship with Israel,
my relationship with the prime
minister of Israel, is such that we
would not get a call saying our
bombers are on the way or their
fighters are on the way,” Romney
said. “This is the kind of thing
that would have been discussed
and thoroughly evaluated well
before.”

To draw a contrast, Romney
accused Obama of saying that he
wanted to “create daylight”
between Israel and the United
States. (The reference was to a
2009 meeting with Jewish lead-
ers in which the president was
pressed to have a policy of “no
daylight” with Israel, to which
Obama responded that such an
approach had not advanced
peace in the past. Obama, how-
ever, is not known to have called
for a policy of proactively creat-
ing daylight between the two
countries.)

Romney also criticized the president for
not visiting Israel during his travels to the
region. Obama responded by suggesting
that Romney’s recent visit to Israel contrast-
ed unfavorably with his own 2008 visit to
the Jewish state as a presidential candidate.

“When I went to Israel as a candidate, I
didn’t take donors,” Obama said. “I didn’t
attend fundraisers. I went to Yad Vashem,
the Holocaust museum there, to remind
myself the nature of evil and why our bond
with Israel will be unbreakable.”

Obama went on to recount his visit to the
southern town of Sderot, which is near the
Gaza Strip.

“And then I went down to the border
towns of Sderot, which had experienced
missiles raining down from Hamas,” he
said. “And I saw families there who showed

me there where missiles had come down near their children’s bed-
rooms. And I was reminded of what that would mean if those were my
kids. Which is why as president, we funded an Iron Dome program to
stop those missiles.”

The acrimony underlying the exchanges contrasted with the many
overall agreements on policy that were acknowledged by the candi-
dates a number of times.

Romney opened his statement during the Israel and Iran portion of
the debate by seconding the president’s response to a question about
whether the U.S. should regard an attack on Israel as an attack on
itself.

“I want to underscore the same point the president made, which is
that if I’m president of the United States, when I’m president of the

At final debate, Israel and Iran take center stage –  
and the candidates find common ground

President BARACK OBAMA and Republican pres-
idential nominee MITT ROMNEY square off Oct.
22 in their final debate before Election Day on
Nov. 6.

Alternative Israel features prominently in final debate
WASHINGTON (JTA) – The U.S.-Israel alliance and the need to keep Iran from acquiring a nuclear

weapon were major themes in the final presidential debate.
Both President Obama and Mitt Romney said Monday during their foreign policy debate that they

would stand with Israel in an attack by Iran.
“Israel is a true friend,” Obama said when debate moderator Bob Schieffer of CBS News asked the can-

didates whether they would see an attack on Israel as an attack on the United States. “It is our greatest
ally in the region. And if Israel is attacked, America will stand with Israel.”

Romney, the Republican hopeful, concurred.
“I want to underscore the same point the president made, which is that if I’m president of the United

States, when I’m president of the United States, we will stand with Israel,” Romney said at the debate at
Lynn University in Boca Raton, Fla. “And if Israel is attacked, we have their back, not just diplomatical-
ly, not just culturally, but militarily.”

Along with Iran, China, Afghanistan, Syria and Pakistan, Israel was among the most mentioned coun-
tries at the debate.

Obama, who has faced attacks from Romney on his approach to Israel, was the first to mention the
Jewish state when he outlined at the beginning of the debate how he was dealing with the unrest roiling
the Middle East.

“It is absolutely true that we cannot just beat these challenges militarily,” Obama said, “and so what
I’ve done throughout my presidency and will continue to do is, No. 1, make sure that these countries are
supporting our counterterrorism efforts; No. 2, make sure that they are standing by our interests in Israel’s
security, because it is a true friend and our greatest ally in the region.”

Romney later accused Obama of distancing the United States from Israel.
“I think the tension that existed between Israel and the United States was very unfortunate,” Romney

said in arguing that he would better stand by U.S. allies.  
Obama countered that during his presidency, military and intelligence cooperation with Israel was

“unprecedented.”
Israel returned as a topic in one of the debate’s most heated exchanges when Romney reminded Obama

that he had not visited the country during a 2009 Middle East tour.
“By the way, you skipped Israel, our closest friend in the region, but you went to the other nations,”

Romney said. “And by the way, they noticed that you skipped Israel.”
Obama responded by first noting that he had visited Israel and U.S. troops abroad as a candidate –  a

reference to criticism of Romney for not visiting troops during his campaign travels abroad. He also
attacked Romney for organizing a fundraiser during his own Israel trip in July.

“And when I went to Israel as a candidate, I didn’t take donors, I didn’t attend fundraisers, I went to Yad
Vashem, the Holocaust museum there, to remind myself the –  the nature of evil and why our bond with
Israel will be unbreakable,” Obama said.

“And then I went down to the border towns of Sderot, which had experienced missiles raining down
from Hamas. And I saw families there who showed me where missiles had come down near their chil-
dren’s bedrooms, and I was reminded of –  of what that would mean if those were my kids, which is why,
as president, we funded an Iron Dome program to stop those missiles.”

Continued on page 7. See “Final debate”.



Over the past 15 years, Karla
Berbrayer has put Winnipeg on the map
as a destination for talented Israeli musi-
cians and singers.  Berbrayer is the
founder and artistic producer of both
the Rady Centre’s popular “Music and
Mavens” series and our community’s
Israeli Concert Series (which has been
incorporated over the past three years
into the Tarbut Festival of Jewish Culture

- taking place this year from November 17-25 at the Rady
Centre).  She also has been arranging the entertainment for the
annual Negev Gala over the past few years.

Through her efforts to promote the careers of talented Israeli
musicians, Berbrayer herself has become well known interna-
tionally in the field of Jewish music.  As a result, she has been
invited several times to attend the biennial International Jewish
Music competition in Amsterdam.  This year, for the first time,
the timing was right and she went.

The festival took place October 10-14.  Berbrayer travelled to
Amsterdam under the auspices of her own company, KAB
Productions, which she created three years ago.

“I freelance,” she explains.  “I provide musical services to dif-
ferent organizations in the city.  I don’t work directly for any-
body.”

Berbrayer was one of several “talent scouts” who were invit-
ed to and attended the festival.  The only other North American
talent scout, she says, was a representative from the Skirball
Centre in Los Angeles.

“The per-
formers were
told that there
were talent scouts in
the audience,” she
says.  “I am glad that
we weren’t intro-
duced until the last
evening.  It was bet-
ter to be incognito
while checking out
the talent and seeing
would fit into my
program.”

Berbrayer notes
that while there were
Canadian and
American perform-
ers, most were from
Europe – especially
Holland – and Israel,
as the performers
had to pay their own
way.  “I knew many
of the musicians,”
she says.  “I had had
many of them (such
as Chen Cymbalista
and the Emil
Aybinder Ensemble)
in Winnipeg before.
I did find a couple of
new groups I am
considering bringing
here.

“It was worth the
trip.”

There were a num-
ber of awards and
prizes handed out at
the festival and
Berbrayer was asked
to present some of
them.  “I got a
chance to try out a
little Dutch,” she
says.

She also had some
time to tour sites of
Jewish interest in

Amsterdam, including the
Jewish Museum, the
Holocaust Memorial in a
former theatre which had
been the transit point for
Holland’s doomed Jewish
population (She notes that
most of Holland’s Jewish
population was at the festi-
val.) – and the historic
Portuguese Synagogue.
The synagogue, a wooden

structure built in the 17th century, has no electricity and is lit and
warmed by hundreds of candles.    

She also hooked up with a couple of friends – one living in Belgium
and one from Holland – who she knew years ago when she sang and
danced with the “Up With People” group.

Berbrayer is looking forward to Tarbut, for which she booked
“Yemen Blues”, a group that performs in Arabic and Hebrew and is
including Winnipeg as their only Canadian stop in a North American
tour.

She has also booked the Hadar Noiberg Middle Eastern Jazz Trio,
which she describes as a “high energy group that is popular with
younger audiences”.

There will also be an evening dedicated to the music of Paul Simon,
performed by local musician Glenn Buhr and his “Broken Songs Band.

* * *
Sophie Berkal Sarbit 

signed by Disney
Winnipeg-born songstress Sophie Berkal Sarbit’s career has taken a

big step forward with her signing of a deal to appear on Disney
Caribbean Cruise ships for four months, with the option to renew the
contract for another four months.  Harriet Berkal, Sophie’s mother,
reports that leading Disney executives are often on the cruises and
Sophie will have the opportunity to catch their eye.

The young singer moved to Toronto a year ago. 
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Myron Love

Music and Maven founder invited to participate 
in international music festival in Holland

From left: MARTINE from the Netherlands,
KARLA BERBRAYER, MIEKE from Belgium.  

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Social Notes

ANNIVERSARY

Happy 65Happy 65Happy 65Happy 65Happy 65t ht ht ht ht h Anniversary to Anniversary to Anniversary to Anniversary to Anniversary to
Joseph and Bet ty Gi l f i xJoseph and Bet ty Gi l f i xJoseph and Bet ty Gi l f i xJoseph and Bet ty Gi l f i xJoseph and Bet ty Gi l f i x

October 19, 2012 marks the sixty-fifth wedding
anniversary of our parents, Joseph and Betty Gilfix.
This year also marks Mom’s 90th birthday and
Dad’s 95th birthday.

Mom was born and grew up in Hirsch Colony,
Saskatchewan, one of the Jewish Farming settle-
ments founded by Baron de Hirsch. Mom attended
the Saskatchewan Normal School and obtained her
teaching certificate there. After teaching a short
time in Saskatchewan, she moved to Winnipeg
where she met Dad at a “Hard Times Dance”. They
were married in Winnipeg and soon started a
family. Mom returned to teaching in the 1960’s
and served as a supply teacher in Seven Oaks
School Division No. 10 and later in Winnipeg
School Division No. 1 until she retired in 2004.

Dad was born and grew up in the storied North
End of Winnipeg. Except during his military serv-
ice in the Second World War when he was posted
to other parts of Canada, he has lived his entire life
in Winnipeg. Dad also continued to work into his
80’s.

Best wishes from your son Brian (Eleanor),
daughter Debby (Brian), four grandchildren, and
four great-grandchildren. B.H.

SOPHIE BERKAL SARBIT

Monitoring group says Sudan factory 
was hit from air

(JTA) – Satellite images show that a weapons factory in Khartoum
was hit by an airstrike, according to a U.S. group monitoring Sudan.

The Satellite Sentinel Project released to The Associated Press over
the weekend satellite images that show crates consistent with an
airstrike, which Sudan is blaming on Israel. Sudan said that the four
military planes that attacked the plant on Oct. 23 belonged to Israel
and they were seen entering the country’s airspace from the east. 

Israel has neither confirmed nor denied involvement in the attack.
Sudan “reserves the right to strike back at Israel,” Information

Minister Ahmed Belal Osman said shortly after explosions ripped
through the factory. AP quoted him as saying his government would
take “more decisive steps” against Israeli interests, which he called
“legitimate targets” in the aftermath of the attack.

Last December, Sudan accused Israel of attacking a weapons con-
voy traveling from Sudan to the Gaza Strip, and in 2009 of a simi-
lar attack, as well as targeting a car carrying a high-ranking Hamas
official last spring and other targeted attacks on vehicles.



By MYRON LOVE 
Well, another attempt by so-called “peace

activists” to break through Israel’s sea embar-
go of Gaza to deliver “humanitarian goods”
has fizzled. 

The “Estelle”, a Finnish-registered ship with
about 30 people on board, was boarded by
Israeli soldiers about 30 nautical miles from
Gaza and sailed to Ashdod. The passengers,
who were largely European parliamentarians,
also included former NDP Member of
Parliament Jim Manly from the West Coast.

This was the most recent in a series of
attempts by the “Free Gaza Movement” to
break through the Israeli blockade of Gaza.
The most ambitious – and contentious –
occurred in May, 2010, when six ships tried
to run the blockade. The ships set out from
Turkey and, while the Israelis were able to
seize five of the ships peacefully, some of the passengers on the sixth
ship, the Turkish Mavi Marmara, attacked the Israeli commandoes as
they were boarding the ship. In the ensuing skirmish, nine Turks died
and Israel received reams of negative publicity. Turkey is still demand-
ing an apology even though the Turks represented the Turkish
Foundation for Human Rights and Freedoms and Humanitarian Relief
(HH), an extremist Islamic organization.

Israel handled the next attempt to bust the blockade with a preven-
tive campaign that included warning insurance companies from insur-
ing the boats and persuading neighbouring countries to refuse to
allow the boats to embark. That attempt also fizzled. 

So what is behind these efforts by “peace activists” to “free” Gaza?
Many, if not most of them, are what were called in earlier times “useful

idiots”. Even though Gaza is ruled by Hamas,
an extremist Palestinian Islamic movement,
and not by Israel, as part of its ongoing state of
hostility with and propaganda campaign
against Israel, Hamas keeps telling the world
that they are fighting “Israeli occupation”.

Despite the fact that there are few if any
restriction as to what food and medicine
Israel allows to pass into Gaza and that Israel
provides all of its water and electricity;
despite the fact that Gaza also has a border
with Egypt (which the Egyptians generally
keep closed) and hundreds of tunnels under
that border through which virtually anything
can be smuggled in, Hamas wants the world
to believe that its people are starving in the
dark, all because of Israel. Hamas’ raison d’e-
tre is fighting Israel. The movement wants to
conquer/“liberate” all of Israel – but Hamas

can’t say that out loud. So they pretend they are fighting to liberate
Gaza, and Islamist terrorists frequently fire rockets into southern Israel.

Whatever repression is taking place in Gaza is due to Hamas actions
and, despite Israel’s air and sea blockade, Hamas and the other ter-
rorist groups have been able to bring large quantities of rockets, mis-
siles and other weapons into Gaza.

So why do Europeans and North Americans fall for this hoax? For
most of them – generally leftists or pacifist Christians such as Jim
Manly – the answer may be that they have blinders on. They see Israel
as a colonial power and the Palestinians as the victims. They don’t
know the real Israel, its history or the real issues in the conflict. All
they know is colonial equals bad guys (big bad Israel) and victims of
colonialism (the Palestinians) are the “good guys”. And whatever the

“good guys” says must be true and whatever the
“bad guys” say are lies.

But there is also an unhealthy degree of anti-
Semitism behind these flotillas. In early October,
Greta Berlin, co-founder of the “Free Gaza
Movement”, earlier this month declared that
“Zionists operated the concentration camps and
helped murder millions of innocent Jews”. 

The American-born Berlin was married to a
Palestinian for 14 years and has a long history of
anti-Israel activities going back to 1967. She has
called Israel an “illegal entity” and “a country
founded on terrorism”. She is associated with the
anti-Israel ISM (International Solidarity Movement). 

Berlin’s history shows once again that fanaticism
against Israel can easily cross the line into anti-
Semitism.
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Comment

United States, we will stand with Israel,” Romney said.
“And if Israel is attacked, we have their back, not just
diplomatically, not just culturally, but militarily.”

Romney expressed support for Obama’s Iran sanc-
tions, although he faulted the president for introducing

them later rather than sooner and claimed credit for calling for tougher sanctions in
2007 –  although lawmakers for years before had been pressing the Clinton and sec-
ond Bush administrations to institute such sanctions.

More critically, Romney’s emphasis was on “diplomatic and peaceful means” –  a
posture that aligned with Obama’s preference for exhausting all options before con-
sidering a military strike to keep Iran from acquiring a nuclear weapon.

“It is also essential for us to understand what our mission is in Iran, and that is to dis-
suade Iran from having a nuclear weapon through peaceful and diplomatic means,”
Romney said. “It’s absolutely the right thing to do, to have crippling sanctions. I would
have put them in place earlier. But it’s good that we have them.”

A Congressional Research Service report published last week found that sanctions
were seriously affecting Iran’s economy but had not yet stopped its suspected nuclear
weapons program. The report held out the prospect of that happening soon.

“A broad international coalition has imposed progressively strict economic sanctions
on Iran’s oil export lifeline, producing increasingly severe effects on Iran’s economy,”
the report said. “Many judge that Iran might soon decide it needs a nuclear compro-
mise to produce an easing of sanctions.”

At the debate, Obama argued that the sanctions on Iran have been a policy success,
saying that his administration “organized the strongest coalition and the strongest
sanctions against Iran in history, and it is crippling their economy.”

Both candidates appeared to be on the same page when it came to adjudicating
what circumstance would trigger consideration of a military strike.

“The clock is ticking,” Obama said. “We’re not going to allow Iran to perpetually
enTgage in negotiations that lead nowhere. And I’ve been very clear to them. You
know, because of the intelligence coordination that we do with a range of countries,
including Israel, we have a sense of when they would get breakout capacity, which
means that we would not be able to intervene in time to stop their nuclear program.”

Romney agreed, saying, “Of course, a military action is the last resort. It is something
one would only –  only consider if all of the other avenues had been –  had been tried
to their full extent.”

The candidates also shared agreement on other Middle Eastern issues. Romney’s
campaign has assailed Obama for months for not doing enough to intervene in Syria,
but during the debate the Republican candidate made clear that he, like the president,
opposed direct U.S. military involvement. Romney did favor arming some of the
rebels.

Romney also accused Obama of failing to advance Israeli-Palestinian peace. Liberal
critics of Romney had seized upon a secretly recorded meeting he had in May with
Florida donors in which he expressed doubt that there would be any opportunities to
advance the peace process in the near future.

But at the debate, Romney seemed to suggest that the failure to make progress for
peace was not inevitable but rather a policy failure by the president.

“Is –  are Israel and the Palestinians closer to –  to reaching a peace agreement?
Romney asked. “No, they haven’t had talks in two years.

Final debate
Continued from page 5.

Misguided efforts to break Israel Gaza sea embargo continue to fizzle

The Israeli navy headed off a pro-Palestinian
activist ship, the Estelle, pictured, boarded
30 nautical miles off the Gaza coast, as it
tried to breach the blockade.
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Community news

Vilne- city of spirit and innocence,
Vilne- steeped in Jewishness,
Where quiet prayers murmured
Quiet secrets of the night.
Often I see you in my dream
My dear beloved Vilne,
And the old Vilne ghetto
In a foggy glow.

Vilne, Vilne written in the early 1930s by A.
Wolfson. It was set to music by Alexander Olshanetky.

Vilnius, Lithuania was, until the Holocaust, a major center for Jewish
religious learning and secular culture.

(Owing to its distinctiveness, the Old Town of Vilnius was included
on the UNESCO World Heritage List in 1994.)

The name of the city originated from the Vilnia River, said Dr. Itay
Zutra, the I. L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University

of Manitoba during a
lecture entitled
Vilne, Vilne: The
Image of Vilnius,
Lithuania in Yiddish
Song and Poetry on
October 13 at the U
of M.

He explained that
the city has also
been known by
many derivate
spellings in various
languages - Vilne in
Yiddish, Vilna in
Hebrew and Wilno
in Polish - through-
out its history.

Jews from German-
speaking areas set-
tled in Vilne as early
as the 15th century,
but the Vilne Jewish
community did not
experience a signifi-
cant renaissance
until it was annexed
to the Russian
empire in 1795,
noted Dr. Itay Zutra
during his presenta-
tion, which was
sponsored by the
Judaic Studies
Program Central and
East European
Studies (CEES)
Program.

“Vilna became a
major religious cen-
ter lead by Eliyahu
Ben Shlomo Zalman
known as the Vilner
Goen (the genius of
Vilna, 1720-1797),
one of the most
famous Talmudic
scholars of all
times,” he said,
adding that his “real
interest” in Vilne
began in 2003 when
he attended the
annual Yiddish sum-
mer program at the
University of Vilnius,
and started reading
the literature about
Vilne in “a more
realistic way.”

“The Goen led a
fierce battle against
the Chasidic move-
ment that flourished
in Poland and the

Ukraine and eventually banned
Chasidim from practising their ritu-
als in Lithuania. By doing so the
Goen formed a split between
Chasidim, with their emphasis on
mystical and spontaneous spiritual-
ity, and the Misnagdim (the oppo-
nents of Chasidism) favoring ratio-
nal discussions of Talmudic law
and common sense.”

He added that by 1880 there
were 40,000 Jews in the city, about
45 percent of its population, noting
that Vilne was “Not such a big
community in comparison to such
big cities as Warsaw with 360,000
Jews and New York with 1,600,
000 in 1920.”

Zutra emphasized that the
Litvakes prided themselves on the
celebrated Yeshives (Talmudic
academies) that sprouted all over
Lithuania in the 19th century and
which attracted promising scholars
from around the Jewish world,
including the United Sates.

“The most common edition of the
Talmud to this day is called the Vilne Shas (or Talmud). It was printed
by the Romm printing company in the late 19th century,” he said.

“In the 19th Century the Litvakes’ rational way of thinking made
Vilne a major center of Haskala (Jewish enlightenment movement).
Zionisim and Hebrew culture were prominent in the city alongside
the Socialist Bund, with its commitment to the Yiddish language and
culture, and which was founded in the city in 1897. The Jewish
Scientific Institute, YIVO, was founded in Vilne in 1925 by Max
Weinreich. Other famous Litvakes include the painter Mark Chagall;
the Oxford philosopher Isaiah Berlin; the violinist Jascha Heifetz; and
Ludwig Zamenhof, the inventor of Esperanto.”

The 1920s and 1930s were challenging years for the Litvakes both
politically and financially, explained Zutra, who examined, among
other things, two representations of the city in Yiddish poetry – the
folksong Vilne, Vilne that was sung in the Vilne Ghetto and sung to this
day at Holocaust memorials, and the long poem Vilne written by
Moyshe Kulbak.

“Many immigrated to the Soviet Union, Israel, the United States and
South Africa while the remaining Jews suffered from terrible financial
hardships and from an increasingly anti-Semitic Polish regime,” he
said, noting, as well, that Vilne was always poor, backward and lack-
ing in physical assets.

At the outbreak of World War Two Vilne was captured by the Soviets,
only to be recaptured by the Germans in 1941.

“Most of Vilne Jews were murdered by the Nazis and their
Lithuanian collaborators in the Ponary (or Ponar in Yiddish) Forest,”
said Zutra.

“The remaining
Jews were restricted
to two small Ghettos
in the center of the
city. By 1944 there
were almost no
Litvakes left in
Vilne.”

He pointed out
that when Jews
actually lived there
and spoke Yiddish
the myth they
invented for their
shabby poor city
was bigger than life.

“ S p i r i t u a l i t y
replaced physicality
and myth came
instead of real life,”
said Zutra.

Zutra lamented
that barely a trace
remains today of the
vibrant, gentle spirit
of Jewish life in
what was once the
Jerusalem of
Lithuania. 

Itay Zutra delivers fascinating lecture on history of Jews in Vilne

DR. ITAY ZUTRA: “The most
common edition of the
Talmud to this day is called
the Vilne Shas (or Talmud). It
was printed by the Romm
printing company in the late
19th century.”

By

MARTIN ZEILIG

Award-winning Winnipeg novelist David
Bergen will be the speaker at this year’s
United Jewish People’s Order fundraising
brunch for Outlook magazine. The brunch
will take place at the Winnipeg Squash
Racquet Club (275 Stradbrook Ave.) from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday, 18 November.

Bergen is the author of seven novels and a
book of short stories. He is perhaps best
known for The Time in Between, which won
the Scotiabank Giller Prize in 2005 and
relates two children’s search for traces of their
American soldier father in Vietnam. The out-
sider’s view and the play of identities are
prominent in his two most recent novels as
well. In The Matter with Morris, a middle-
aged Winnipeg journalist wonders what it
would be like to be a Jew; he finds himself
estranged from his own life and family after
his son dies in Afghanistan. In The Age of
Hope, Bergen’s narrator is a woman born in
1930. Bergen will discuss the challenges nov-
elists face when they imagine characters so
different from themselves – and the contro-
versies that arise when they do.

Outlook, founded in 1963, is Canada’s pro-
gressive Jewish magazine. It features political
commentary, reviews of literature, film and
art, traditional recipes and Yiddish poetry.
Speakers at previous UJPO fundraisers for
Outlook include Lloyd Axworthy, Lawrie
Cherniack, Frances Russell, Judge Murray
Sinclair and Prof. Lionel Steiman.

David Bergen to speak at 
UJPO fundraiser
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Harry Warren/Yiddish column

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

We are seniors
Chapter no. 31

In this chapter I would
like to discuss retirement
for seniors - the when,
the how, and the where.
The “when” is easily
answered, because it
depends on the financial
plans you have made
before that target date or

age. You must calculate your after-tax spendable
income; what kind of lifestyle you can afford on
the income you will receive from your R.R.S.P’s.,
group pension plans and investments. If it doesn’t
meet your expectations, you may either have to
postpone your retirement date, adjust your lifestyle
after retirement, or continue to work part time.

The “how” is up to you and your financial plan-
ner. You must gather all your investments and
decide what type of investments you will retain
into your retirement. Will part of it be the income
from G.I.C.’s. the dividends on common stocks, or
real estate? What degree of risk are you willing to
accept into retirement? How much have you set
aside for emergencies? If annuities are included in
this mix, what options have you chosen: The Single
Life Annuity, with a guaranteed period, or the Joint
and Last Survivor Annuity, with a guaranteed peri-
od? Be careful on the choice you make on the last
item. I have known clients who have chosen a Joint
and Last Survivor Annuity, reducing by 50 percent
after the death of the first annuitant, on the expec-
tation that the survivor will only require half as
much income that the couple required. I would not
recommend this option, even if it means less
income to the couple initially, because inflation
will decimate the survivor’s income over a long
period of time!

The “where” usually involves four locations in
the southern U.S., namely Florida, Texas, Arizona,
or California. The U.S. has many retirement loca-
tions for seniors with a wide variety of incomes.
You can choose a mobile home, an apartment, a
condominium or a free-standing home, as a few of
the options, depending on your pocketbook.
Canadian seniors like to choose a community that
offers a clubhouse in an organized development,
with a lot amenities, such as golf, bowling, bridge,
to name a few.

I chose to go into semi-retirement at the age of
60, and the choice was determined by where most
of our friends were spending the winter months.
That was Palm Springs, California. We chose an
apartment rental. We were delighted with this
beautiful retirement resort city in the California
desert! The city was alive with the colour of flow-
ers everywhere! Our best rental was a three-bed-
room condominium in Cathedral Canyon owned
by a young widow, who would visit her family in
Oregon for the winter, when she would rent out
her condo. Included in our rental agreement was
the use of her electric golf cart and unlimited golf
privileges at the golf course for an added $300.00
per month! This was great until she met a young
man who decided to move in with her! Nora’s
cousin also had a home in Palm Springs, as well as
her brother-in-law from Calgary, who spent his
winters there.

After our experience with rentals we decided we
would like to buy a winter home in Palm Springs.
The problem was that most of the land was owned
by American Indians. This could mean an addi-
tional cost at some time in the future to purchase
the land from the owner in order to retain title. On
one of our trips to Palm Springs we ran across a
brochure from The Del E. Webb Corporation that
advertised a five day introductory vacation pack-
age in Sun City West, in Arizona, which was on our
way to Palm Springs. ( To be continued).

By

HARRY WARREN

Emir of Qatar makes landmark visit to Gaza
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The emir of

Qatar, Sheik Hamad bin Khalifa al-
Thani, became the first head of
state to visit the Gaza Strip since
Hamas took over in 2007.

Al-Thani was greeted by a
Palestinian honor guard as he
entered Gaza on Tuesday, Oct.
23,k from Egypt. 

He is heading a humanitarian
mission to launch reconstruction
projects totaling $250 million,
according to Reuters, and pledged
another $150 million in projects
during the visit.

The emir was scheduled to speak
at the Gaza City stadium.
Thousands of security guards
secured his visit.

Gaza’s Hamas prime minister Ismail Haniyeh
and Emir of Qatar Sheikh Hamad bin Khalifa
al-Thani Mohammed Abed/AP

By

ITAY ZUTRA



10 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 31, 2012

Tickets/Info: 204-477-7510
www.radyjcc.com - click on ticket central
Rady JCC I Berney Theatre I Asper Jewish Community Campus I 123 Doncaster Street

Marjorie & Morley 
Blankstein

Third
Annual

Music Film Authors

Hadar Noiberg
Middle Eastern Jazz Trio
Monday, November 19, 7:30 pm

“…a great synthesis between world
music and jazz.” 

(Bruchsal Jazz Club, Germany)

Yemen Blues
Tuesday, November 20, 7:30 pm

“...Yemenite-Jewish song and poetry,
West African grooves, and American jazz,
blues and funk, Yemen Blues is the most
exciting new world music out of Israel.”

(Ashkenaz Festival)

Before and After Graceland: 

A Tribute to
Paul Simon

with
Glenn Buhr's 

Broken Songs Band
Saturday, November 24, 8:00 pm

Margaret Sweatman, Glenn Buhr, 
Greg Lowe, Steve Hamilton, 

Daniel Roy, Scott Senior

Dav id Bezmozgis
The Free World, 

Natasha & Other Stories
Sunday, November 18, 2:00 p.m.

Sandi 
Krawchenko Al tner

Author of Ravenscraig
Fiddler in the Golden Land Program
Thursday, November 22, 7:30 pm
A lively evening of musical entertainment 
and nostalgic memories of the early days 

in Winnipeg’s North End.

Exhibit of Jewish Artists
Saturday, Nov. 17–Sunday, Nov. 25

Works by renowned artists Caroline Dukes, 
Leonard Marcoe, Shoshana Shalev-Minuk & Elana El

Silent Auction: Proceeds to the Rady JCC

Sunday, November 25, 2:00 p.m.
Jewish Art or Art Made by Jews?
Discussion with Amy Karlinsky

JEWISH BOOK SALE AT TARBUT
Winnipeg’s most extensive selection of books,

music, Chanukah items & gifts for sale.
Sundays, November 18 & 25 

10:00 am - 5:00 pm
Monday, Nov. 19 – Thursday, Nov. 22

10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Friday, November 23 

10:00 am - 3:00 pm

Hava Nagila
(The Movie)

Sunday, November 18, 7:30 pm
Follow the infectious party song on its
fascinating journey from the shtetls of

Eastern Europe to the cul-de-sacs of America
in this hilarious and surprisingly deep film. 

Li t t le Rose
Róeyczka

Wednesday, November 21, 7:30 pm
A sexy, gripping portrait of a culture 
of suspicion in 1960s Poland, where 

everyone’s motives are suspect.

Entertainment
Rachel Fe instein

An Evening of Humour
Saturday, November 17, 8:00 pm

Best known as a finalist on Season 7 
of NBC's Last Comic Standing

Rockin’ Chanukah Concert
With Rick Recht

Sunday, November 25, 11:00 am
PJ Library Family Event

Glenn Buhr

Rachel 
Feinstein

Sandi 
Krawchenko Altner

David 
Bezmozgis

Rick Recht

Yemen Blues

Hadar Noiberg 
Middle Eastern 

Jazz Trio

Hava Nagila
(The Movie)

Little 
Rose
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World-Renowned Musicians, Award-Winning Authors, Films, Comedy and
the Jewish Book Fair all at Rady JCC’s Tarbut Festival November 17-25

The Rady Jewish Community Centre is pleased to present Tarbut:
Festival of Jewish Culture, November 17 to 25. Tarbut is one of the
Rady JCC’s preeminent programs bringing together several cultural
genres and programs into

one major arts event. Last year’s Tarbut Festival was a tremendous
success drawing in over 3,000 people and

garnering accolades from the Winnipeg arts community. “From
visual arts, to music to literature and films we are thrilled to have the
opportunity to showcase the incredible artistic talents found in our
community and beyond at Tarbut”, says Festival Director Tamar Barr.
“We are so pleased that we have been able to program a week that
contains such high calibre entertainment for our audiences.”
An Evening of Humour
Rachel Feinstein
Saturday, November 17, 8:00 p.m.

Rachel developed her hilarious, charac-
ter-driven style by opening for her father’s
blues band as a kid. Rachel was a finalist
on season seven of Last Comic Standing,
she was featured on Russell Simmon’s
Presents Live at the El Ray and she has had
her own half-hour special Comedy Central
Presents Rachel Feinstein. She has also
appeared on VH1’s Jewtastic and CNN’s
Not Just Another Cable News Show. Rachel
headlines comedy clubs and colleges
across North America. She has performed
internationally at the Just For Laughs come-
dy festival in Montreal, the Glasgow
Comedy Festival, and the Amsterdam Comedy Festival. Her first
comedy album will be released soon on Comedy Central Records.
Award-Winning Author
David Bezmozgis
The Free World, Natasha & Other Stories
Sunday, November 18, 2:00 p.m.

Writer and filmmaker David Bezmozgis’
first book, Natasha and Other Stories, won
the Commonwealth Writers’ Prize for Best
First Book (Canada and Caribbean Region)
and the Reform Judaism Prize for Jewish
Fiction; it was also a New York Times
Notable Book of the Year and a finalist for
the Governor General’s Literary Award. The
Free World, also a New York Times Notable
Book of the Year won the Amazon.ca First
Novel Award, the Canadian Jewish Book
Award for Fiction and was a finalist for the Governor General’s
Literary Award, the Trillium Book Award, the Scotiabank Giller
Prize, and was selected for The Globe and Mail’s “Very Best of
2011” list. His first feature film, Victoria Day, debuted at the
Sundance Film Festival, and in 2010, he was named one of The New
Yorker’s “20 Under 40.”
The song you thought you knew. The story you won’t believe.
Hava Nagila (The Movie)
Sunday, November 18, 7:30 p.m.

Featuring interviews with Harry Belafonte, Connie Francis, Glen
Campbell, Leonard Nimoy, Regina Spektor and more, Hava Nagila
(The Movie) takes viewers from Ukraine and Israel to the Catskills,
Greenwich Village, Hollywood and even Bollywood. High on fun
and entertainment, Hava Nagila (The Movie) is also surprisingly
profound, tapping into universal themes about the importance of
joy, the power of music and the resilient spirit of a people.

Hadar Noiberg Middle Eastern Jazz Trio
Monday, November 19 , 7:30 p.m.
Hadar Noiberg, flutist, composer and arranger, has established

herself as a major force in the Cuban, Jazz, and world music scenes.
With a language that transcends her Middle Eastern roots, she fuses
styles seamlessly. Growing up in Israel, Hadar was surrounded by
music of the Israeli melting pot - Middle Eastern, Eastern European,
Yemenite, and Moroccan; rhythms that are felt in her own composi-
tions.

“Not one foot stayed still while the Hadar Noiberg Trio grooved
tightly, creating a great synthesis between world music and jazz.”
(Bruchsal Jazz Club, Germany)
Yemen Blues
Tuesday, November 20, 7:30 p.m.

Raw yet refined, Yemen Blues eclectic musicians bang on olive
cans, hit elusive micro tunes, and sing in invented languages. The
ensemble, powered by lead singer Ravid Kalahani’s distinctive
charisma, has already performed at some of the biggest and most
prestigious festivals around Europe and North America in 2011. Led
by outstanding percussionists Itamar Doari and Rony and joined by

brilliant trumpet player Itamar Borochov, a rising star in the New
York jazz scene, the group conjures a world where Arabic and
Jewish, African and Middle Eastern, Blues and Funk all interweave
with a depth of feeling that has sent Moroccan émigrés in Marseilles
into ululations and wowed seasoned music professionals.
Little Rose (Film)
Róeyczka
Wednesday, November 21, 7:30 p.m.

A beautiful young woman is recruited by the secret police to dis-
credit a Jewish professor in this intense and erotically charged
drama set against the backdrop of antisemitism in 1968 Poland.
Loosely based on renowned Polish author Pawe Jasienica’s autobi-
ography, Little Rose. In this captivating film, a dangerous love trian-
gle and hazardous play of emotions take place against the setting of
1968 mayhem and antisemetic crusade unleashed to serve political
purposes.
Fiddler in the Golden Land
with Sandi Krawchenko Altner author of Ravenscraig
Thursday, November 22 , 7:30 p.m.

A lively evening of musical entertainment and nostalgic memories
of the early days in Winnipeg’s North End. Sandi Krawchenko Altner
will present a reading from Ravenscraig her best-selling historical
novel and winner of the 2012 Carol Sheilds Book Award about
Winnipeg. She will lead a discussion about the dreamers and
strivers who first settled in the North End. It is Tarbut’s pleasure to
invite all who have a connection to, or affection for Winnipeg’s
North End to join us for this special evening of nostalgia and cele-
bration.

“Wonderful…Welcome to Downton Abbey and Upstairs
Downstairs with a Winnipeg twist.” ~Winnipeg Free Press
Before and After Graceland:
A Tribute to Paul Simon
with Glenn Buhr’s Broken Songs Band
Saturday, November 24, 8:00 p.m.

“Like a bridge over troubled water…” Paul Simon’s Graceland,
which debuted 25 years ago, created a new world musical fusion.
Combining American and African musical idioms while igniting an
intense political crossfire, Paul Simon was accused of breaking the
UN cultural boycott of South Africa designed to end the Apartheid
regime. In 1986, the album sold 14 million copies worldwide, and
received universal praise from critics around the globe. For five
decades, Paul Simon has built bridges not only over troubled waters
but over entire oceans by rejoining the world’s continents with his
music.
Rockin’ Chanukah Concert with Rick Recht
Sunday, November 25, 11:00 a.m.

Rick Recht is the top-touring musician in Jewish music playing over
150 concerts a year in the United States and abroad. Recht is wide-
ly recognized for his appeal to children and family audiences not
only as an exceptional musician, singer/songwriter, and entertainer,
but also as a role model for involvement in Jewish life. In Winnipeg,
Recht will perform songs from his newest PJ Library children’s album,
Look at Me, as well as his newly released album Simply Shabbat, and
other selections from his hit Jewish rock albums.
Exhibit of Jewish Artists
Saturday, November 17 – Sunday, November 25

Tarbut will host an Exhibit of Jewish Artists including works by
renowned Winnipeg artists Caroline Dukes, Leonard Marcoe,
Shoshana Shalev-Minuk and Elana El. 

Silent Auction, Sunday November 25, 3:00 p.m. Proceeds to the
Rady JCC.
Jewish Art or Art Made by Jews? A discussion led by Amy Karlinsky
Sunday, November 25, 2:00 p.m.

Join Amy Karlinsky as she considers the multiple reasons for art
making in the contemporary context, and shares examples of pow-
erful work by Jewish women artists from the local scene. This event
comprises a thirty minute lecture followed by a facilitated discus-
sion about some participants’ work. Amy Karlinsky has published
over 100 reviews, essays and catalogue texts on the visual arts and
has curated exhibitions at the WAG. She holds a BA in Visual Arts,
B. Ed in Art Education and an MA in art history.

Artists and those who enjoy art are most welcome to attend
Jewish Book Fair

Tarbut presents the Jewish Book Fair, Winnipeg’s most extensive
selection of books, music, Chanukah items and gifts for sale. The
Jewish Book Fair is open throughout the Tarbut Festival. 

For tickets please call the Rady JCC or on-line at
www.radyjcc.com.

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous support of the follow-
ing sponsors: Marjorie & Morley Blankstein, Viscount Gort Hotel,
Quadrant Asset Management, Winnipeg Free Press and Jewish Post
and News.

RACHEL
FEINSTEIN

DAVID
BEZMOZGIS



By MYRON LOVE
This year’s Asper Cup

Winners were the team
of Peter Koczanski and
Ryan Sherbo from St.
J o h n s - R av e n s c o u r t
School. Sherbo also won
as the top individual
speaker.

The tournament,
which has been held
yearly since 2004 (with
the exception of 2006) is
for students grade 9 to
12. The Asper Cup is the
qualifier for the Oxford
Cup, which is taking
place at SJR (It rotates
schools across Canada
every year.) in Winnipeg
this year at the end of
November. The winner of the Oxford will go to Oxford University for
the finals.

“The Gray Academy teams (consisting of Benjamin Saadia and Elliot
Kimelman; Yael Ripstein and Sophie Hershfield; and Samantha Morry
and Emily Kroft) did well and learned a lot,” says Gray Academy team
coach Andrew Kaplan (who is also Vice President of the Manitoba
Speech and Debate Association), “but they are relatively young. For all
but one of our debaters, this was their first time debating in a senior
tournament and the Asper Cup.”
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St. John’s-Ravenscourt Duo wins 2012 Asper Cup debates

Gray Academy Team at Asper Cup: From left to right Emily
Kroft, Sophie Hershfield, Elliot Kimmelman, Yael Ripstein,
Benjamin Saadia, Andrew Kaplan, Samantha Morry. 

An evening with Adele
We all know, or should know, Adele Wiseman, the North End Jewish

woman whose first novel, The Sacrifice, won the Governor – General’s Prize
for literature in 1956 and received critical international acclaim. Not only a
vivid novel about immigrant Jewish life and moral decision – making, The
Sacrifice was a crucial step in transforming Canada from an Anglo-French
country in which Jews and other “ethnics” were marginalized into today’s
multicultural society. Following her own path, Wiseman published only one
more novel along with several children’s books and memoirs.

Family and friends had the privilege of knowing the personal side, with her
warmth and concern. As childhood friend Alan Belkin noted in a memorial
speech after Adele’s death in 1992, her sense of family extended beyond the
nuclear family to embrace others. Still, her close relationship with her par-
ents is first and foremost.

Recently, the Wiseman family donated three large boxes of letters and
unpublished manuscripts to the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada.
These form the basis for our November 12 program. Wiseman corresponded
extensively with her parents in Yiddish and selected letters will be read that
night, some in the original, some translated by the Winnipeg Yiddish
Women’s Reading Circle. The letters show the Wiseman’s family deep
involvement with each other and Adele’s sprightly humour.

“An Evening with Adele” will also highlight selected readings of Wiseman’s
works, her drawings and excerpts from interviews. There will be an exhibit
of photographs, some of Wiseman’s letters, drawings and other items. Roland
Penner will recount his friendship with her. Professor Neil Besner will assess
Wiseman’s significance in Canadian literary history. 

In addition to the program, the Jewish Heritage Centre is developing an
exhibit which provides, through images, text and artifacts, information about
Adele’s literary achievements and reflections on art, being Jewish, and grow-
ing up in the North End.

Quotes from Adele Wiseman (From: The Worst of Times The Best of Times:
Growing up in Winnipeg’s North End by Harry and Mildred Gutkin, 1987): 

“I know that life is sordid. What I’m looking for is the spark that shows
potential humanity. A society’s mores become rigid and meaningless when
you follow them without question. They become chains, prisons. An act
which breaks the mores forces you to redefine them.

It seems to me that one really learns truth at the point where the possible
transgresses the permissible, at the edge of what society allows. And this is
classically so in literature. As I’ve said before, the writer goes down into hell
and returns, saying ‘this is what it is like. You don’t have to go, because my
characters were there for you.”

“As for myself, I couldn’t really tell you what the North End has given me.
When I left home, essentially what I took home was…. the North End.”

“What seems quite clear is that Yiddish as a language couldn’t survive
because there was no way to live strictly in Yiddish. Even in the North End.
Nevertheless, I heartily applaud every attempt to keep it alive, for it embod-
ies a unique way of feeling.

******************************************************
The Jewish Heritage Centre is deeply grateful to the following for their gen-

erous funding support of the Adele Wiseman Archival Project:
The Jewish Foundation
The Province of Manitoba, Heritage Grants Program
The Joseph Zuken Memorial Foundation
The I. L. Peretz Endowment Fund

Winners: From left to right RYAN SHERBO,
PETER KOCZANSKI, ANDREW KAPLAN.
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Bent Branches
By S. Nadja Zajdman
236 pages
Published by Shashi Publishing, 2012
Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

No matter how many different
accounts of the Holocaust I may read,
there is always something so gripping
reading a firsthand retelling of one or
more persons’ survival that I never grow
tired of reading such stories.

Bent Branches, however, is more than
a story of survival. It is a fascinating
series of inter-connected stories center-
ing around one woman, “Renata”, yet it
moves back and forth in time so that it is
possible to begin reading any particular
chapter without having had to have read
a previous chapter.

I had been approached by the author, S. Nadja Zajdman, some time
ago, when she asked me whether I would be interested in reviewing
her book. At the same time, when I learned that Zajdman had written
for other publications, I asked her whether she would be interested in
submitting something for our own paper.

This she did – and I was wonderfully impressed with her literary
style. Possessed of a fluid descriptive ability, Zajdman is clearly some-
one who has honed her craft. In fact, in the foreword to Bent
Branches, she notes that the first story in the book, titled “The Return”,
was written in 1985, for a creative writing class.

As the years went on, she says, and as she learned about her fami-
ly’s history, she began to “connect the dots” and “weave these stories
into a book with a unifying theme.”

Bent Branches, Zajdman continues, is “a collection of stories build-
ing upon other stories which depict the narrative of a family weather-
ing the storms of war and displacement, and ultimately surviving and
prevailing; bent but unbroken.”

Again and again, as I myself have
interviewed and written about
Holocaust survivors for many years
now, I have tried to understand
whether it was anything more than
sheer luck that allowed some to sur-
vive while so many others perished.

In reading about Renata Zajdman,
for instance, who, it turns out, is
actually the author’s mother,
(Apparently most of the other charac-
ters have had their names changed in
the book, Zajdman informed me in
an e-mail when I asked her about
that.) it is plain to see that this
woman possessed a determination
and intelligence that was something
more than good “karma”. As we
learn more about Renata, her broth-
er, her eventual husband, and others
in her family, we see that it not so
much remarkable that they survived
the horrors of the Holocaust than it is
the result of a determination to per-

severe. Of course, many others also had that determination and did
not survive, but the fact that so many Holocaust survivors went on to
make tremendous contributions to society is as clear an indication as
any that they were possessed of a special spark so that, as I noted ear-
lier, reading about them continues to be a fascinating experience –
even after almost 70 years since the end of the Second World War.

Zajdman is able to take the mundane and imbue it with a vitality
that is at times horrifying, at other times hilarious, but always rich in
descriptive detail. As the first complete book of a writer whose ability
shines through on every page, I look forward to reading much more
from someone who has made quite an impression with her first com-
pilation of short stories.
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Short story collection weaves a beautiful tapestry

S. Nadja Zajdman’s moth-
er – the central figure in
“Bent Branches”, in a pic-
ture taken in the spring of
1943.

Book review
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“I’m excited about the
role [of new chair of The
Winnipeg Chamber of
Commerce],” said Brian
Scharfstein, president of
Canadian Footwear. 

“I welcome the
responsibility. Some
days I’m overwhelmed,

because there is a lot more going on at The
Chamber than I ever realized. Based on what my
personal mandates are to bring to the table, I’m
excited to deliver it.” 

“Hopefully, when my year is over, I’ll have
delivered all that I’m planning to – bringing mem-
ber value to our current membership by connect-
ing people, making sure they’re all communicat-
ing, and making sure that all the different parties
coming to the table are making commitments.”

Scharfstein (60) was sworn in as the 119th chair
of the 2000-member strong Chamber on Oct. 12
by Mayor Sam Katz. He is married to Pam Cipryk
(who is also his business partner) and they have
two daughters.

Scharfstein’s business, Canadian Footwear, has
been around in Winnipeg since the early 1930s.
“Today, we have close to 100 employees in five
physical locations (two in Calgary and three in
Winnipeg),” he said. “We have a very strong and
growing brand in e-commerce under the name Canadian Footwear.
We also have New Balance stores in Calgary, and, in time, in
Winnipeg too.” 

Scharfstein is also one of six Canadian Certified Pedorthists provid-
ing Pedorthic services at the FootHealth Centre clinics that are locat-
ed within the Canadian Footwear retail stores.

As Chamber chair, Scharfstein said he is responsible for overseeing

the board of directors (made up of 15+ business lead-
ers). “I’m heading up more than 2000 business com-
pany members and more than 90,000 employees in
Winnipeg.

“My role is to work for the betterment of the business
community, to grow The Chamber, and, to also work
with the city and province on issues that reflect on the
growth of our city.”

“My goal is to accelerate this networking organiza-
tion. We’re committed to bringing business people
together and to support each other in the community.

“This is an opportunity for me to give back to the
community, something that is a family tradition for us.” 

Scharfstein’s community giving includes both the
Jewish and general community, while focusing on his
passions of immigration and helping those in need. 

He sits on the board of the Mount Carmel Clinic
Foundation, is actively involved in the Siloam Mission
and Winnipeg Harvest, and in the charity he runs
under the “We Fit You” label called, “Fit Feet on the
Street,” with the mantra that nobody goes without
shoes.

“It’s the community that supports and helps me build
my business, and this is my way of giving back,” said
Scharfstein.

“The Change for the Better” campaign helps home-
less people get off the street, find permanent, paid
employment, and a healthier environment. Since
1992, over $100,000 has been raised, with 100% of all

proceeds going to homeless employment programs.
Proceeds also fund and support Siloam Mission’s “Mission Off the

Streets Team” (MOST), which employs street people to help clean
downtown while building life skills that may lead to full-time employ-
ment.

“This year’s sleep out was not fun,” said Scharfstein. “A number of
homeless people found out we were having this event and decided to
attend. As security was good, it wasn’t an issue. The fact is that we
were in their living room. This was their space and I, for one, felt out
of my comfort zone. Of course, I didn’t sleep.

“With over 50 personal supporters, I was committed to focusing on
the reason for spending the night on the street. Homelessness is unac-
ceptable, but a fact of life. So many of these people had lives like you
and me. Some circumstance caused them to lose everything and now
they rely on the social services of our city to survive.” 

To others out there wanting to give back, Scharfstein advised, “If you
can’t give of your money, give of your time. It’s just a matter of decid-
ing where you want to give back and what cause you want to volun-
teer for. Winnipeg is one of the most giving communities in the world
and there are lots of opportunities for anyone wanting to give back.”

Scharfstein invites everyone in the business community to get
involved in The Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce. 

For more information or to join The Winnipeg Chamber, visit
http://www.winnipeg-chamber.com or contact Brian Scharfstein at
chair@winnipeg-chamber.com. 
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Brian Scharfstein steps up to chair Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce

BRIAN SCHARFSTEIN: “My
role is to work for the better-
ment of the business communi-
ty, to grow The Chamber, and,
to also work with the city and
province on issues that reflect
on the growth of our city.”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

Iran denies report of talks with US
(JTA) –  Iran denied a New York Times report that it has agreed to

direct talks with the United States over its nuclear program.
Iran issued the denial on Sunday, a day after the U.S. National

Security Council also denied the report in The New York Times.
The newspaper cited unnamed senior Obama administration offi-

cials as saying that the United States and Iran have agreed in prin-
ciple to one-on-one negotiations that reportedly would not take
place until after the presidential election in November.  

Iran this year has been negotiating with the P5+1, comprised of
the five permanent members of the U.N. Security Council –  China,
France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom and the United States
–  as well as Germany. The talks have not led to any agreements.

The New York Times reported that the agreement was reached after
secret negotiations that began in the early months of Obama's pres-
idency in 2009.

Michael Oren, Israel's ambassador to the United States, told the
newspaper that the Obama administration had not informed his
country about the diplomatic initiative.

"We do not think Iran should be rewarded with direct talks," Oren
told the newspaper. "Rather that sanctions and all other possible
pressures on Iran must be increased."



By MYRON LOVE
The toughest assignment for any stage actor

has to be a one-man (or woman) show. And it is
doubly challenging should the actor have to per-
form multiple characters. I have seen the
American actor (actress?) Anna Deveare Smith
do this twice on PBS, the first time capturing the
interactions of Black and Jewish New Yorkers. It
is remarkable how a change of clothes, a new
hat or hairstyle and a different accent can
change ones perception of a performer.

So first off, kudos to Rebecca Auerbach, the
star of the Winnipeg Jewish Theatre’s opening
production, “Dai”. The Toronto-based actress
was called upon to portray 11 different charac-
ters – male and female – with different accents –
who encapsulate the diversity of people that
make up Israel. And she did it without benefit of
an intermission.

“Dai”, in brief, is a play written by Israeli expa-
triate and actress Iris Bahr about a BBC inter-
viewer interviewing a variety of people in a Tel
Aviv café just before a suicide bomber comes in
and blows up the place.

To set the scene, the stage (the Berney Theatre)
is set with five small, round tables with two
chairs at each, and different pieces of apparel on
each seat and table. Auerbach portrays each
character in turn. At some point in each of the
monologues, the bomb goes off, the character
goes limp, sirens are heard in the distance and
Auerbach removes that character’s garments,
moves silently to another chair and dons the
clothing, headware and shoes there.

The first character that Auerbach brings to life
is the reporter who is speaking to her boyfriend
on her cell phone. The reporter obviously is
more sympathetic to the Palestinian cause but
has come to this café in Tel Aviv to get the Israeli
perspective and show that she is not biased. 

Her first interview is with a California-type girl,
an aspiring actress who is in Israel to film a
movie about an Israeli girl falling for a
Palestinian who enters a café to blow it up (talk
about foreshadowing) but sees this young Israeli,
is attracted to her and decides not to detonate
the explosives. The monologue here gets a little
graphic in places.

The young lady herself represents the kind of
Jewish American who doesn’t know much about

Israel and isn’t that interested. She wonders, for
example, why all the population of Israel doesn’t
just move to the Phoenix area and resolve the
problem that way.

The next character is an older kibbutznik, a
man whose older son, an IDF special forces sol-
dier, has been in a coma for some time due to
military action. His younger son, wants to move
to New York and become a carpet layer. The
father is upset about that decision and is waiting
to meet the younger son at the café and try to
talk him out of it.

Character number 3 is a yerida, a woman in
her late 30s who left Israeli for New York years
ago, is married to a wealthy fellow Israeli, hasn’t
been back to Israel in 15 years and is visiting her
family. Auerbach portrays her as a stereotypical
Jewish Israeli-American princess who is con-
stantly interrupting the interview for phone calls.

The fourth character is an American-born
Haredi woman who is in the café with her five
small children. She lectures the interviewer
about the long-standing Jewish ties to the land
and the illegitimacy of Palestinian claims to
Israel. While the playwright was obviously trying
to incorporate as many points of view as she
could, a Haredi woman with five children in a
café in Tel Aviv doesn’t quite ring true.

Shifting gears, Auerbach then transforms her-
self into a gay male German visitor to Israel who
has come to try to win back the love of his for-
mer Israeli lover. I felt that this was the weakest
character. It is hard to believe that this German-
born furniture designer would hang around Tel
Aviv for months on end in the hopes that he

could get back together with his lover.
Auerbach’s portrayal of a Russian-born prosti-

tute was perhaps the most entertaining of her
characters. Equally entertaining was her Ecstasy
pusher, with the actress wearing a red wing and
extolling the contributions of the ecstasy drug in
bringing Israelis and Palestinians together.

The American Christian evangelical was
somewhat over the top. And while evangelicals
support Israel because they believe that the
Messiah will come only when all Jews are in
Israel, the notion that Evangelicals can also
bring about the second coming by killing all the
Jews didn’t sound believable.

The lonely young American Jewish woman
who had come to Israel to serve in the IDF was
the most moving of the characters. The only
child of Holocaust survivors who had recently
passed away, she had discovered in Israel that
her mother had two sisters there. She was wait-
ing with some trepidation at the café to finally
connect with some family.

The final character was a Palestinian professor
from the West Bank who enjoyed coming to the
café once a week for peace and quiet and to see
what normal life looked like.

I almost hate to say it, but can’t resist. I think
that theatre goers will get a “bang” out of this
production. The show runs until November 4.
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Winnipeg Jewish Theatre season opener puts life into bombing victims,
presents different aspects of Israeli society

REBECCA AUERBACH. Photo by Dylan Hewlett.

Connect. Learn. Belong. 
Take a Step Ahead.

For information or to reserve your spot call Florencia Katz: 204.480.7559

Global Day of Jewish Learning - November 12, 10:30 am
Asper Jewish Community Campus, 123 Doncaster Street

3rd Annual Global Day of Jewish Learning
Sunday, November 18, 2012, 10:30 am, 

Asper Jewish Community Campus
The Global Day of Jewish Learning unites 300 Jewish commu-

nities in more than 40 countries around the globe to celebrate
our foundational Jewish texts through community based learning.
The guiding values of the Global Day of Jewish Learning are: fos-
tering Jewish unity, empowering individuals through increased
Jewish knowledge, and creating meaningful shared experiences.

On Sunday November 18, 2012, join the third annual Global
Day of Jewish Learning as we study the Jewish concepts of bless-
ing and gratitude. 

At 10:30 a.m., choose from
• “Jewish Mystical Approaches to Prayer” - Rabbi Alan Green
• “A Sheynem Dank [ “A Beautiful Thank-You”]: How Gratitude

Makes the Jewish Soul Great” - Rabbi Larry Pinsker
• “Can you Recognize a Miracle?” - Chazan Aníbal Mass 
• “Finding God and Finding Gratitude: How to say Thank You”

- Rabbi Ari Ellis
• PJ Library “Jacob’s Tent: Lentil Stew and Fun” in the Kaufman

Silverberg Library 
Followed by brunch at noon
$10 at the door 
For information or to reserve your spot call
Florencia Katz @ 204-480-7559



I am always men-
tioning that I love to
entertain and I do
have company that
stays for the week-
end. When I have
overnight guests I
have to determine if
they fall into or out

of the banana category.
Or are you asking “What is the banana cat-

egory?”
Well the banana category is where the

guests I have to feed like to snack on fruit and
that fruit is likely bananas. 

Inclusion in this category determines the
amount of bananas to be purchased and how
much time it will take for any leftover
bananas to go mushy after the company
leaves.

* * *
BANANA BUTTERFINGER CAKE 

2 1/4 cups flour
1 tsp baking powder
1/2 cup butter, room temperature
1 1/2 cups sugar
3 large eggs 
1 tbsp rum
1 tsp vanilla extract
3/4 cup sour cream
1 tsp baking soda
2 cups mashed ripe banana
1 1/2 cups chopped Butterfinger bar

Glaze
2/3 cup whipping cream
7 tbsp butter, cut into large pieces
1 tbsp light corn syrup
14 ounces semi sweet chocolate, chopped
2 tsp rum
1 tsp vanilla
1 -3/4 cup chopped Butterfinger bar 

Oven 350. Prepare two 9 inch round cake

pans. Line bottoms with waxed paper. Butter
and flour paper

In processor beat butter and add sugar. Add
eggs, rum, and vanilla. Add sour cream bak-
ing soda and process. 

Add bananas and then add all the dry ingre-
dients and process. Stir in chopped butterfin-
ger

Divide batter between prepared pans. 
Bake until center of cake feels firm - about

30 minutes. 
Cool in pans for 10 minutes. Run knife

around sides of pan. 
Turn out cakes onto a racks and cool. Peel

off waxed paper.

For glaze
Combine cream, butter, and corn syrup in a

heavy pan. Bring to simmer over medium
heat, stirring until butter melts. 

Remove from heat, add chocolate and stir

until melted. Stir in rum and vanilla. Pour
glaze into a bowl. Cover and place in fridge
about 40 minutes.

Transfer 1 cake layer to platter. Stir glaze.
Spread 1 cup of glaze evenly over top of
layer. Top with second layer. Spread remain-
ing glaze. Cover top and sides with chopped
butterfinger bar.

Can be made 2 days ahead.

* * *
CHOCOLATE BANANA TART

1 1/2 cups graham cracker crumbs
5 tbsp unsalted butter, cut into pieces
1/3 cup plus 1 1/2 tbsp sugar
1/8 tsp salt
1/2 cup chocolate chips
1 cup heavy cream
1 1/2 tbsp dark rum
6 firm ripe bananas
1/4 cup apricot preserves

Oven 350. Blend crumbs, butter, 1/3 cup
sugar and salt in food processor. Pat onto bot-
tom of 9 inch tart pan with removable bot-
tom. 

Bake in oven for 14 to 18 minutes. 
Sprinkle chocolate chips into hot crust.
Beat cream with remaining sugar and rum

until it holds soft peaks. Cut bananas into 1/4
inch slices. 

Whisk preserves and bananas toss to coat.
Spoon banana mixture into crust and top with
whipped cream.

Serves 8.

* * *
BANANA COFFEE CAKE WITH 
CHOCOLATE CHIP STREUSEL

1 1/2 cup semi sweet chocolate chips 
2/3 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup chopped pecans
1 tbsp cinnamon
1 1/2 cups flour
3/4 tsp baking soda

3/4 tsp baking pow-
der
1/4 tsp salt
3/4 cup sugar
1/2 cup butter
1 large egg
1 1/3 cup mashed
banana
3 tbsp buttermilk

Oven 350. Butter
and flour 8 by 8
metal pan. Stir
chocolate chips,
brown sugar, pecans
and cinnamon in a
small bowl. 

In processor beat
eggs, butter, and
sugar until fluffy. 

Add buttermilk
and banana. 

Add flour, soda,
baking powder, salt.
Spread half of the
batter in a prepared
pan. 

Sprinkle with
streusel. 

Repeat with
remaining batter
and streusel.

Bake for 45 min-
utes serves 12.
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Bananas the perfect fruit, but not just raw

By

FRANCINE TELLER



On the second-last
Sunday in October,
Winnipeg-born Sam
Levitt, 90, passed
away in Columbia,
Missouri, which is
located 90 miles
north-east of Kansas
City. He probably
wasn’t aware that he

had reached the end of the road because, for
several years now, he had been suffering from
dreaded Alzheimer’s Disease. 

No doubt there are more than a few
younger readers amongst you, I am sure, who
figure that Rosen has arrived at his dotage
due in part to the NHL lockout. Being that he
is suffering unmanageable stress, he has more
than likely been assigned by the owners of
this publication to write the “Obituaries,
Unveilings, and In Memoriams.” 

Sorry to disappoint you, but if you bear
with me, this is a sports story worth telling,
reading, and sharing. Sunday evening, my
first cousin Bernice Burko, phoned to tell me
that her brother Albert Rutman’s wife, Cookie
Lavitt, had just learned that her eldest brother
Sam had died. Bernice felt that there was a
story in it for me because the deceased had
been a top-notch athlete in his time. 

I thanked Bernice, but offered that I wasn’t
sure whether I was dealing with a brief men-
tion for my “Post Patter” section or not; how-
ever, after a couple of phone calls and some
research, I knew that this was a story of sub-
stance. 

Had I ever before heard of Sam Lavitt? Yes,
at family occasions over the years, when
sports was a topic of conversation. Cookie
would casually mention that she has a broth-
er who once played hockey, several others
would nod knowingly, and we’d return to the
subject at hand. 

My first contact was the well-known and
highly respected broadcaster Bob Picken,
who still dabbles a bit in sports. I asked him
whether he could recall a Jewish athlete
named Sam Lavitt who played pro hockey
from the early forties to the mid-fifties and
was also at one time a pro football player.

“Yes, I recall Sammy Lavitt playing at the
old Olympic rink,” he said.

“He was a peppery little guy, very speedy, a
player something like Chick Zamick in his
minor hockey days. I think Sam had a
younger brother or a cousin named Jerry that
I went to school with at Machray.” (The latter,
as it turned out, was a cousin of the family.)

Next I spoke with Albert, who remembered
his nomadic and athletic brother-in-law well.
Levitt had played pro hockey for about ten
years. Moreover, Sam also knew his way
around the gridiron, having played football at
Isaac Newton (a senior high school back
then). He had also been a Winnipeg Blue
Bomber for three seasons - from 194-43. As
legendary Mets baseball manager Casey
Stengel used to say: “And you can look it up!”
Indeed, the Bombers’ media guide listed
Levitt under “All-Time Roster.”

At that time, World War 11 had broken out,
and Sam, one of four sons of Clara and
Isadore, joined the RCAF and became a fight-
er pilot. 

After the war Sam again began to pursue his
hockey career seriously and, in 1946-47, the
then 5’ 8” and 180 pound defenceman joined

the Omaha Knights of the United States
Hockey League. In his first of three years
there he played with Gordie Howe prior to
the latter being summoned to the Detroit Red
Wings. 

It was then too, in his initial year, that he
met his wife-to-be, a Lutheran lady named
Bev, with whom he later had two sons. Being
a hockey wife at that time couldn’t have been
easy as she joined him on his hockey odyssey
that also took them to Vancouver, New
Westminster, Victoria, Seattle, Cleveland,
Buffalo and Minneapolis. 

Along the way, in addition to having played
with “Mr. Hockey” himself, Sam also more
than held his own in the American Hockey
League as well as in the Pro Western Hockey
League (think Winnipeg Warriors) with many
other future NHL skaters. 

In 1950-51 Lavitt was with the Calder Cup-
winning Cleveland Barons and played in all
of his team’s 70 games, while recording eight
goals and adding 29 assists. The champi-
onship team featured Winnipegger Wally
Hergesheimer, who went on to have a stellar
career with the New York Rangers, as well as
another soon-to-be Ranger defenceman, Hy
Buller, considered by many to have been the
finest Jewish hockey player in the game at
that time. In goal was the legendary Johnny
Bower. 

Other teammates of Sam who made it to
the big time were: Lee Fogolin, Pierre Pilote,
Dickie Moore, Jacques Plante, Andy
Hebenton, Guyle Fielder, Billy Reay, Jimmy
Skinner, Glen Sonmor, and Max McNab. 

Now, some of the younger folk may wonder
what the big deal was in terms of Sam play-
ing 179 games in the AHL and 205 in the
WHL, back in the day; so let me put on my
teaching cap and share a bit of hockey histo-
ry with you. 

When Levitt roamed the ice, he must have
been a dandy because there were only six
teams in the NHL and nine in the now
defunct pro WHL, while the AHL had but
eight. In comparison, the AHL and NHL now
have 30 teams apiece. 

Do the math, because with so few opportu-
nities available to reach the pinnacle back
then, Sam’s chances of being summoned to
the NHL were about as likely as my going on
to become one of the professional dancers on
“Dancing With The Stars” because I once
won two spot dances on the floors of the
YMHA on Hargrave St. and at a USY evening

at the then Rosh Pina on Matheson Ave.
Albert recalled Levitt being “a stay-at-home

defenceman who was proud that he played
on a Calder Cup-winning team, and that Sam
was self deprecating and didn’t see himself as
a star.”

I also asked my cousin whether he thought
that Sam’s Alzheimer condition may have
been due to players not wearing helmets in
his era. “Absolutely, it probably did, but there
is no definitive proof. It’s very possible hock-
ey may (at least) have been a part of it.”

Levitt’s last season was in 1955-56 with the
Seattle Americans and, for a defensive
defenceman, he recorded impressive num-
bers. 

In all of his team’s 70 games, he fired eight
goals and added 17 helpers. It is also note-
worthy that he had 94 minutes in penalties in
his swan song season, the most time in the sin
bin ever.

What a treat it might have been to sit down
for several hours with this gentleman and
have him regale me with hockey yarns of yes-
teryear! All that might have been missing in
our conversations would have likely centred
around multi-million dollar contracts and
lockouts.

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Harvey Rosen

& LOUNGE

789 Portage Ave.
772-2539

662 Leila Ave.
338-4659

Serving Winnipeg
The Finest in

Authentic Italian Food
Since 1978

Book Now
For Your

Get Togethers
(Private Room for 25-100 people

available at Portage location)

We can cater your
Home or Office

Parties

Bad timing Sam; you were born far too soon

SAM LAVITT in his Omaha Knights sweater. 

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN



Friday, October
12th 

I’ve always enjoyed
journey-ing. I know it
may sound odd, but
making my way from
point A to point B is
always a fun ende-
vour. - especially
when multiple
modes of transporta-
tion are involved. 

Travelling to a
laundry list of loca-
tions in Israel in one day to make it to an orientation in Jerusalem from the
Golan heights using public transportation without a map definitely falls
under the journey-ing column in my book. This all happened on the tenth,
as I tried desperately to make it to the Marva orientation in Jerusalem from
my uncle’s place in the Golan - a 175 kilometre jaunt. 

The day began with me awaking at 5:00 am. (just when I had gotten
used to sleeping in, after leaving Kibbutz Ein Gev, might I add), taking a
cold shower to wake up, downing a pita and a glass of chocolate milk,
and making my way to the bus station two three kilometres uphill from
the house for 5:30. I was shocked to find that being awake at five thirty in
the morning on a Wednesday is actually pretty normal - apparently. Three
other people, two students and a businessman (who resembled Locke
from the TV series “LOST”), joined me in the bus shelter waiting for the
5:40 Number 286 bust to Tiberias. 

I waited until the bus stopped at the nearest bus depot, and that’s where
I left the bus. After having a spirited conversation with an elderly woman

about chicken for ten
minutes at the depot, I
boarded the 7:40 to
Jerusalem. I arrived in Jerusalem at 9:50,  then took the street train for a
few kilometres before hailing a cab to my destination: the Jewish People’s
Centre of Israel.

The centre, in addition to Marva, works with a lot of other “Experience
Israel” programs, such as Ulpan, Birthright, and various other smaller pro-
grams. (One of these programs involves working with ambulances for five
weeks all around Israel.)

When I entered the centre, (RHYME!) I was directed to Room 12 by the
front desk, where there were two soldiers in uniform, and eight other
Marva applicants. After everyone had settled in, we were told in both
English and Hebrew about the ins and outs of the program. Over eight

merchandise out for display, we spot-
ted some good looking jeans shorts
with matching tops that seemed to fit

the bill. Where to try them on, though? It wasn’t a problem for
me….I simply ducked in behind a table and pulled off my pants
(something my son Jordy did right in a Toronto department store two
days before when the dressing room line-up was too long for him to
wait). As for Meachelle – well, the shop owner sized her up, put the
shorts over her head and said: “These will fit you perfectly!”

Of course, when she tried them on later in the hotel – they did. (I
still don’t understand how putting shorts on over one’s head can tell
you that they’re going to fit around the waist.)

After wandering around the Carmel market for another hour or so,
buying gifts for family and friends at fantastic prices, we headed
back to our hotel to begin our cycling for the day.

The Mercur hotel actually has bicycles available at no charge for
guests. They’re nothing fancy, but for a leisurely trip on the gorgeous
beach promenade that extends from one end of Tel Aviv to the other,
they were just fine. And, although I do wear a helmet at home when
I ride my bike, I thought that, since we’d be sticking to a bike path
for almost the entire trip, I wanted to feel the sun and sea breeze on
my head, so I went helmetless.

Now, in case you hadn’t been aware, Tel Aviv has made huge
strides in recent years in making itself a very bike-friendly city. There
are the kinds of bike rental stands that are cropping up in so many
other cities around the world – including Toronto and Montreal in
Canada where, for a very low fee, you can simply rent a bike for a
few hours and leave it at another bike stand when you’re finished.

While no one, except for a very few hardy souls, would dare ride
a bike directly within automobile traffic here, there are enough
major thoroughfares with boulevards that an entire network of bike
paths is now available to Tel Aviv cyclists.

Of course, where there are no bike paths, Tel Avivians simply hop
on to the sidewalk – and that’s where the fun begins. It’s just a wee
bit hazardous having a speeding bicycle careening at you while
you’re on a sidewalk, so you’d better keep your eyes open.
Considering that Israelis seem to have been born with cell phones
glued to their ears, that can present a problem. Still, as with almost
every obstacle that would make most North Americans cringe,
Israelis seem to have become used to this latest urban phenomenon.
I didn’t hear any yelling at cyclists as they dodged pedestrians, nor

did I see any accidents.
Eventually one would expect that, as the obvious benefits of hav-

ing increased use of the roads by cyclists in Tel Aviv become mani-
fest, greater encouragement will be given to residents to abandon
their cars and switch to bicycles. If so many Europeans cities nowa-
days are bicycle-friendly to the point that they outnumber cars now,
so could Tel Aviv move in that direction as well; however, consider-
ing that there are far more cars on Israeli streets than used to be the
case, along with far fewer motor scooters, one can only surmise that
expecting Israelis to forsake cars for bicycles is as about as ridicu-
lous as expecting them to be polite.

The streets aren’t as hilly as Jerusalem’s and, even though Tel Aviv
is a booming metropolis over 1 million people (if you include its
suburbs), it’s densely populated. If there were no cars on the streets
I’d venture to say that it wouldn’t take much more than an hour to
cycle from one end of Tel Aviv to the other.

To be continued next issue.
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Tel Aviv diary
Continued from page 3.

Wandering through Tel Aviv’s Carmel Market in search of cheap
souvenirs - and some clothes suitable for unexpected +30 temper-
atures in late October. 

Continued on page 19. See “Elan Levine”.

Taking the bus from the Golan Heights to Jerusalem - quite the commute!

By

ELAN LEVINE

“After standing up on a high hill for a while,
I heard what I thought was thunder. It wasn’t
thunder.  It was a helicopter closing in on our
location. It rounded the opposite hill and slow-

“The day began with me awaking at 5:00 am. (just when I had gotten
used to sleeping in, after leaving Kibbutz Ein Gev, might I add), taking a
cold shower to wake up, downing a pita and a glass of chocolate milk,
and making my way to the bus station two three kilometres uphill from
the house for 5:30.” 



By BEN SALES
TEL AVIV (JTA) –  On the seventh day of the Gulf War in January 1991, a

Scud missile eluded American defenses and struck between two apartment
buildings on Abba Hillel Street in Ramat Gan, a city that abuts Tel Aviv.

The missile, part of Saddam Hussein’s revenge for U.S. Operation Desert
Storm, killed one woman and was one of many Scuds to hit Israel during
the war.

Although Tel Aviv was a prime target for Palestinian suicide bombers in
the 1990s and during the second intifada a decade ago, 1991 was the last
time the city experienced missile attacks. Since
2006 it has gone through far less fighting than
Israel’s northern and southern regions, which
are adjacent, respectively, to the Lebanon and
Gaza borders.

But Tel Aviv’s tranquility is not expected to
last should war break out with Iran.

Iran and its proxy terrorist group, Hezbollah,
now have missiles –  Shababs and Fatah-110s
–  that can hit Israel’s largest metropolis. In a
sign of Hezbollah strength, the group man-
aged to fly a drone, financed by Iran, 35 miles
into Israel on Oct. 6 before Israeli forces shot it
down.

To prepare for the possibility of war, Tel Aviv has outfitted several mass under-
ground parking lots to serve as bomb shelters. The city has about 350 shelters
totaling more than 10 million square feet – enough to shelter about a million
people. More than 400,000 people live in Tel Aviv, according to 2010 figures,
with more than 3 million in its metropolitan area.

Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Hospital, like Rambam Hospital in Haifa, can mobilize an
underground facility with 1,000 beds in the event of a war.

David Aharony, director of Tel Aviv’s emergency and security department,
touts his city’s “daily preparedness all year.” Residents can look up bomb shel-
ters on an interactive map provided by the municipality, and a recent citywide
mailing advised residents about the shelter closest to their home. Some could
require more than 10 minutes of walking, but Aharony says that’s good enough.

“In instances of war, in some situations you need to go to the safest place pos-
sible and then in later situations go to safer places,” he said. “In later stages, if
someone wants to go to a bomb shelter, he will be able to find it.”

Israel also has been preparing for a potential attack since April by distributing
gas masks to its citizens, with 40,000 new gas mask kits going out every month.
Israelis first received gas masks to guard against chemical attacks during the ‘91
Gulf War. Now the state has renewed distribution to guard against potential
chemical attacks by Hezbollah, which could acquire the bombs from an unsta-
ble Syria or Iran. According to the Israeli military, slightly more than half of
Israelis own gas masks.

Otherwise, Aharony said, the city will try to operate on its normal routine
even during war.

Public transit is planned to continue as usual, excluding the immediate areas
around missile explosions. Service may be less frequent than on a normal day,
as the Israel Defense Forces will use some public buses to transport soldiers, but
Transportation Ministry adviser Michal Kala predicts that fewer people will be
traveling because “people aren’t going to wait at a bus stop when a missile
could hit them.”

While Aharony said the municipality would wait until war’s end to repair any
major damage to the electrical grid, the municipality will set up 30 spots
around Tel Aviv where residents can access running water from reservoirs
should the city’s plumbing system be damaged.

But Tel Aviv and Israel as a whole also place significant responsibility on cit-
izens to prepare themselves for conflict. The IDF’s Home Front Command rec-
ommends that residents buy flashlights, radios, bottled water and a fire extin-
guisher to take with them in case of evacuation.

The millions of tourists who visit Tel Aviv each year can’t make those prepa-
rations. Aharony said the municipality will treat tourists “like any other resident
in any way.”

Officially, the task of keeping tourists safe  falls to the hotels and  Israel’s
Tourism Ministry, which in wartime attempts to evacuate foreign nationals to
their home countries.

While the U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv “does not foresee any call for an evacua-
tion” in the near future, embassy spokesman Geoff Anisman said the embassy
would contact Americans via text message and email in the event of a war.

Should evacuation be impossible, hotels have been asked  to provide for
guests and, if necessary, to serve as gathering spots for other tourists. Tel Aviv’s
Dan Panorama has enough bomb shelters to hold all of its guests, and says it
has enough food and water –  and ways to obtain more –  for an indefinite peri-
od of time.

The main challenge for Tel Aviv in the event of war would be psychological,
said Eyal Zisser of Tel Aviv University’s Moshe Dayan Center for Middle East and
African Studies. The city is referred to derisively as “the bubble,” and Israelis out-
side Tel Aviv often stereotype its residents as detached from the state’s security
challenges.

Should war reach Tel Aviv, “there won’t be a lot of killing, but the question is
whether the public will live with it” psychologically, Zisser said. “They haven’t
been attacked. They haven’t experienced it.”

Reflecting that attitude, some shopkeepers on King George Street, a central
artery in Tel Aviv, said they plan to keep their shops open even during a war.

“The government will take care,” said Matti Bismanovsky, who has run the
Kef Li office supply store here for 30 years. “I’m not worried.”

Yakov Weiss, proprietor of the nearby Weiss Bakery, called Tel Aviv a “pro-
tected city.”

But Ricky Danon, owner of the Bella Vintage cloth-
ing store, said that any war will feel immediate.

“I’m scared to death of war,” she said. “I don’t think
I’ll sell clothes during a war. It’s disgusting to sell
clothes when boys are dying. I’ll hide under my pil-
low and pray for it to end.”

Tel Avivis have been some of the most vocal oppo-
nents of a preemptive Israeli strike against Iran. In
mid-August, hundreds gathered in front of the Tel
Aviv apartment of Israeli Defense Minister Ehud
Barak to protest a potential Israeli attack. Speaking at
the rally, former Tel Aviv mayoral candidate Dov
Khenin, a member of the Arab-Jewish Knesset party
Hadash, said a strike on Iran would be “a terrible,

horrible tragedy.”
Danon said that while many Israelis might imagine Tel Aviv residents relax-

ing as conflict looms, they are just as immersed in the country’s debates as any
other Israelis.

“It’s not a bubble,” she said of Tel Aviv. “There are a lot of cafes here, but it’s
only architecture. It looks like people don’t care, but they care. Everyone cares.”
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SPECIAL REPORT: PREPARING FOR WAR

After two decades of quiet skies, Tel Aviv girds for potential missiles

The main challenge for Tel Aviv
in the event of war would be

psychological…The city is
referred to derisively as “the

bubble,” and Israelis outside Tel
Aviv often stereotype its resi-
dents as detached from the
state’s security challenges.

weeks, we’ll be taught how to operate
and maintain weaponry, survive in
field conditions, and be trained in
armed and unarmed close quarters

combat. Near the end of the orientation, we were told: “It’s unlikely
you’re going to be getting more than six hours sleep. You’ll get used to
it.” It was then I remembered I was getting maybe five or so during kib-
butz, so I thought: “I think I  already did that. Neat.” 

After the orientation ended, we were handed some paperwork with
schedules and required items like a flashlight, a multi-tool, and a
lighter. After taxi-ing back to and having a quick lunch at a hotdog
stand outside the bus station, I did my entire morning commute, only
this time in reverse: Jerusalem to Tiberias, and then Tiberias to the
Golan Heights. Once I got back home, I noticed It was 7:30. It had
been a 14 1/2 hour day. Sitting down and reading a magazine on fur-
niture had never felt better.                

The next morning, SIX in the morning specifically, my phone rang,
waking me up in the process, and I got an offer. I was offered the
chance to accompany my Uncle Hagai, a lieutenant-commander in
the IDF, to an air extraction drill. Now, as of this morning, I had NO
idea what that was. The first image that came to mind was a power tool
that extracted air from things, but that was NOT in fact the case, sur-
prisingly. I said “Sure. Let’s do it!” and he promptly replied with “Cool.
I’ll be there in ten minutes.”  Then he hung up. I was still in bed. 

After a lightning quick morning prep, he picked me up and we drove
out to an area of deep valleys south of the Golan. After standing up on
a high hill for a while, I heard what I thought was thunder. It wasn’t
thunder.  It was a helicopter closing in on our location, it rounded the
opposite hill and slowly made its way to the valley below us. My uncle
punched my shoulder, snapped me out my observation and began
explaining the drill. He pointed down into the valley, where there
were three soldiers, two dressed in bright orange shirts. He explained
that this was a basic measure so they would be easier to spot. Then we
rushed down the hill to get closer to the chopper’s landing point. 

The chopper manoeuvred carefully toward the soldiers, spraying
sand and debris as it neared the ground. My uncle explained to me
that this drill was necessary not only for in-combat extraction of
injured soldiers, but also because there has been a recent rise in acci-
dents on the various hiking trails in Israel. Apparently, more and more
people are attempting difficult climbs and hikes without proper prepa-
ration. Now, having done some of these, I can tell you that this is a
GRATUITOUSLY bad idea. These can range anywhere from four to 14
hours in length, with terrain that would make Bear Grylls nervous.
Some don’t even don’t bring water, and have to be extracted due to
extreme dehydration. Tourists....

On the 145h, I begin Marva. Continuing my family’s military histo-
ry. I’ll be sure to give you all the details as the journey unfolds, audi-
ence. Now THIS is a trip from point A to point B I wouldn’t miss for
the world.

Elan Levine
Continued from page 18.
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RITA BEBCHUK
Rita Bebchuk (Klasser)

died peacefully on Octo-
ber 15, 2012. She was
predeceased by her par-
ents, Jack and Anne
Klasser and her brother
Harvey Klasser. Born in
Winnipeg in 1930, she
married Sam on Septem-
ber 23rd, 1951. Together
they raised a family, built
Sportswear Specialties, a
thriving business and de-

lighted in their family and friends.
She is lovingly remembered by her husband Sam, her

children Pam (Allan) Appel, Terry (David) Katz; her
grandchildren Jackie (Matthew) Swirsky, Josh Appel
(girlfriend Jaimee), Robyn (Jason) Eckel, Lindsay
(Seth) Francis; and great grandchildren Chloe, Carter,
Dylan, Jacob, Samantha, Avery, Zev, Mackenzie, and
Taylor.

She embraced strong core values of generosity, fair-
ness, loyalty and kindness. She made life-long friends
wherever she lived and visited. She was the heart of our
family. Like an artisan she knit all of us together with
hands that cared and loved each of us so much.

She and Sam were soul mates. For 61 years they were
partners at work and play. They complemented each
other perfectly. To so many, she was sunshine, exuding
warmth in her demeanour and her embrace. She was a
beacon of light - attracting all who knew her and was
beautiful both inside and out.

Her sudden death is a tragic loss and she will forever
be missed though not forgotten. Her legacy lives on
through all of us.

Funeral was held at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on
Wednesday, October 17. Donations may be made to
the charity of your choice.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
Thank you for the many kind wishes,

generous donations and expressions of

sympathy in honour of our beloved

husband, father, grandfather and brother.

May his memory be a blessing

The family of Avrum Katz z”l

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHAUN

FILKOW
who passed away

November 11, 1993
Shaun’s untimely passing in
November of 1993 has left an
enormous void in the family.
He was a young man with a
beautiful soul, an engaging
personality, a special style, a
compelling intellect and clever
humour. He is missed terribly
by the family.
– Dad (Ken), Mom (Sharon)
who passed away in 2008,
Kevin & Debbi-Jo, Lainie &
Bryan, Nephews Jesse & Ari
and Nieces Molly and Shae.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear mother

MINNIE GREEN
who passed away
November 4, 1971

16 days in Cheshvan, 5732
Every day in every way,
Memories of you come our way.
Though still absent, you are
always near,
Still loved, still missed and very
dear.
— Always in our hearts, your
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES

ITSCOVICH
who passed away
November 6, 1999

28 Days in Chesvan
There was no time to say
goodbye
The day you went away.
You left us so suddenly,
Thirteen years ago today.
Our hearts still ache with
sadness.
And silent tears still flow.
For what it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving son,
grandson, family & friends.

13th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

HELENE

KROLIK
who passed away
November 2, 1996

20 Days in Cheshvan, 5757
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MELVIN

MANISHEN
who passed away

November 10, 2006
19 days in Chesvan

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley, children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dear

father and grandfather

HARRY

MLYNARSKI
who passed away
November 4, 1993

20 Days in Cheshvan
Your wisdom and humor live
on
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WALTER

KENNETH

MORRIS
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Cheshvan

Like falling leaves the years go
by but memories of you will
never die.
My one and only love
In my heart always and forever
— Kerry.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHEP NERMAN
who passed away
November 7, 1991

30th Day in Cheshvan, 5752
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, Reesa,
beloved son, Seth, daughter-
in-law Patricia, parents,
brothers, sister, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BELLA

SCHEIMAN
who passed away

November 23, 2005
21 Days in Chesvan

Her strength was our strength.
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by your
daughters, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HARVEY

SCHWARTZ
who passed away

November 19, 2000
21 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife Toby,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

ROSE UNGER
who passed away

November 21, 2005
19 days in Chesvan

Sadly missed along life's way,
Quietly remembered day by day.
No longer in our lives to share

But in our hearts you are
always there

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOVEMBER 7

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

ESTHER

SHAPIRO
who passed away
October 28, 1988

17 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HENRIETTA

SILVERMAN
who passed away
November 2, 2005
1 Day in Chesvan

Always in our thoughts.
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving  daughter
Geri, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

7th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDITH

TENENBEIN
who passed away

November 19, 2005
17 Days in Chesvan

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and family.

In loving memory of

ALLAN

BOGOCH
who passed away
November 9, 2004

25 days in Cheshvan
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed.

In Memoriam

8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twentieth candle in your
beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA

ENGEL
who passed away

November 13, 1993
30 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, mother,
grandmother and family.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN

GLOBERMAN
who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE JACK

GUTKIN
who passed away

November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA

ITZHAKI
who passed away

November 14, 1974
29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735

— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother, brother and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MAX

KANOVSKY
who passed away

November 11, 1990
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his children,
grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN

NATHAN

MANDEL
who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN

DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS

(Waldman)

SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In loving memory of

RONALD

SILVER
who passed away

November 15, 2009
28 Days in Cheshvan

Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita, father
David, children, grand-
children and sisters.

In Memoriam
3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In Memoriam
30th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
the late

TILLIE

SNIDER
who passed away
November 3, 1982

17 Days in Cheshvan
We have only memories
to remember our
whole life through.
There is not a day that
we do not think of you.
—Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by Sylvia, Brad
and Mark.

Jewish groups
praise ruling

against Defense
of Marriage Act
W A S H I N G T O N

(JTA) – Three Jewish
groups welcomed a
U.S. court's decision
declaring as unconsti-
tutional the Defense
of Marriage Act,
which restricts the
definition of marriage
to that between a
man and a woman.

The 2nd U.S. Court
of Appeals in New
York handed down its
decision on Oct. 18.
The act was passed in
1996 by both houses
of Congress by large
majorities.

“This decision reaf-
firms that the princi-
ple of equal treatment
means that same-sex
couples are entitled
to all of the federal
rights, protections
and benefits of civil
marriage,” the Anti-
Defamation League
said in a statement.

The Reform move-
ment in its statement
noted that several of
its constituent bodies
had joined the ADL in
a friend-of-the-court
brief supporting the
claim of Edith
Windsor, who sued
the government for
forcing her to pay
estate taxes after her
wife died, even
though spouses are
exempt under the law
from such taxes.
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PJ Library Performer Rick Recht in Concert, Sunday November 25
The Rady Jewish Community Centre and the Jewish Federation of

Winnipeg are pleased to present a Rockin’ Concert on Sunday,
November 25 at 11:00 a.m. in the Rady JCC Gym. This community-
wide Chanukah family program will feature PJ Library performer Rick
Recht.

Many families will recognize Rick from his PJ Library CDs. Now
Winnipeggers will get enjoy this music icon live in concert. Rick Recht
is the top-touring musician in Jewish music playing over 150 concerts
a year in North America and abroad. He is widely recognized for his
appeal to children and family audiences not only as an exceptional
musician, singer/songwriter, and entertainer, but also as a role model
for involvement in Jewish life. He has become a model for Jewish
youth in the United States, elevating the medium of Jewish music as a
powerful and effective tool for developing Jewish pride and identity
among the masses.  

One of the things I love about Jewish music is that you can bring
together little kids, teens, parents and grandparents in the same setting
and create a type of musical magic exciting everyone all at once,” said

Recht. “The energy and voices of the audiences, whether they’re little
kids, teens or adults, are indescribable. That’s the magic of Jewish
music - the interaction, the singing, the dancing, and the powerful
community connection. For me, it’s a dream come true to create and
share in these experiences.”

Recht is known for his powerful, interactive performances that have
earned him a strong, loyal fan base of all ages. In Winnipeg, Rick will
perform songs from his newest PJ Library children’s album, Look at
Me, as well as his newly released album Simply Shabbat, and other
selections from his hit Jewish rock albums. Recht’s electrifying live
performances have captured the hearts of a generation of fans discov-
ering the inspiration of contemporary Jewish music

Tickets are on sale now and available by calling the Rady JCC or on-
line at www.radyjcc.com. 

The Rick Recht Concert is presented by the Rady JCC, The Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg and PJ Library.

The generous support of Congregation Shaarey Zedek is acknowl-
edged. 

YOU can  
singwith 
Rick!

Sunday, 
Nov.25
11:00 a.m.

Rady JCC 
Gym

Tickets:
$10 Children and Adults

Under 2 
FREETICKETS ON SALE 

NOW!

Shaarey
Zedek
Synagogue

A PJ Library    

Concert

See Rick LIVE

and sing with

him on stage!

A PJ Library    
Concert

See Rick LIVE
and sing with
him on stage!

Tickets/info: 
www.radyjcc.com/204-477-7510

Timeline: Anti-Semitism in France
By JTA Staff

(JTA) – The following is a timeline of anti-
Semitic attacks in France, with some statis-
tics, since October 2000.
October 2000

The firebombing of a Paris synagogue and
a Jewish shop in Toulon are among nearly
100 anti-Semitic incidents reported in
France following the outbreak of the second
Palestinian intifada. The incidents include
similar attacks on several other synagogues
and Jewish institutions, including at least
one school.
October 2001

Vandals ignite two trailers used as class-
rooms at the Pardes Jewish School in
Marseille. The attack is part of a wave of
anti-Semitic incidents that continues for
months. Increased violence against Jews
prompts French Prime Minister Lionel Jospin
to announce the creation of a program in
French schools devoted to the memory of
the Holocaust and crimes against humanity.
March 2002 

Three anti-Semitic attacks in one weekend
rattle the French Jewish community. No one
is hurt when a man opens fire in a kosher
butcher shop near the southern city of
Toulouse. Then, vandals drive two stolen
cars into a synagogue in Lyon, setting the
sanctuary on fire. In another incident, a
French Jewish couple is injured in the south-
ern part of the country. Days later, a Jewish
athletic club in Toulouse is the target of an
arson fire, one of several across the country.
June 2003 

The Bureau for Vigilance Against Anti-
Semitism says that more than 250 anti-
Semitic incidents took place in France in the
previous six months, and more than 2,000
since the start of the second intifada in
October 2000.

June 2004 
A Jewish student is stabbed outside the

Mekor Yisrael Yeshiva in Epinay-sur-Seine,
north of Paris.

March 2005
Year-to-year attacks on French Jews and

Muslims and their institutions nearly dou-
ble – from 833 in 2004 to 1,565 – according
to a report issued by France’s National
Consultative Commission of Human Rights.

May 2005
A French appeals court finds Le Monde,

the country’s leading daily newspaper, guilty
of “racial defamation” for an article on the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict that is harshly crit-
ical of Jews.

January 2006
French teen Ilan Halimi is kidnapped, tor-

tured and murdered by a gang of French
Muslims.

September 2008

Continued on page 24. See “France”.
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Synagogue news

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, November 2: Candle Lighting: 5:45. Mincha:5:45. Schacharis: 9:00. Mincha: 5:45.

Shabbat ends: 6:42.
Sunday Morning service: 9:00.
Weekday morning services: 8:00.
Mincha/maariv service for Nov. 4-8: 4:35.
Friday, November 9 Candle Lighting: 4:34. Mincha: 4:35. Schacharis: 9:30. Shabbat ends:

5:33.
Evening minyans Nov. 11-15: 4:25.
Thursday, November 15 Rosh Chodesh Kislev.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Nov. 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 5:30 p.m., candle lighting 5:45

p.m. Shaarey Zedek/Congregation Etz Chayim Shabbat Dinner 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 3 - Vayeira - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 6:42 p.m. 
Sunday, Nov. 4 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Standard time. Move clocks back.
Monday, Nov. 5-Thursday, Nov. 8 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 9 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 4:40 p.m., candle lighting 4:35

p.m.
Saturday, Nov. 10 - Chayei Sarah - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.

Shabbat ends 5:32 p.m.
Sunday, Nov. 11 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Remembrance Day.
Monday, Nov. 12-Wednesday, Nov. 14 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00

p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Rosh Chodesh.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, November 2. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 5:45 p.m.
Shabbat, November 3 - Parashat Vayera. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Family Service 10:30

a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 6:44 p.m.
Fall Back! At bedtime on November 3, move your clocks back one hour.
Friday, November 9. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 p.m.; General Monash Branch No. 115 of the Royal Canadian Legion Remembrance
Service 7:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 4:35 p.m.

Shabbat, November 10 - Parashat Chayei Sarah. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening
Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 5:33 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00
a.m. Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297

Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 2 at 5:45 p.m. Mincha-Kabbalat Shabbat at 5:45

p.m
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - VAYEIRA. Mincha service at 5:45

p.m. Shabbat ends at 6:42 p.m.
Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 4:35 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, November 9 at 4:34 p.m. Mincha-Kabbalat Shabbat at 4:35

p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - CHAYEI SARAH. SHABBAT

MEVARCHIM. Mincha service at 4:35 p.m. Shabbat ends at 5:33 p.m.
Daily Mincha-Maariv services at 4:25 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Kislev on Thursday, November 15.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: Friday, Nov. 2 at 7:30
p.m.: Shabbat Service lay
led with Cantor Len Udow.

Friday, Nov. 9 at 7:30
p.m.: Shabbat Peace Service
lay led by Ruth Livingston in
honour of Memorial Day.

THE NEW SHUL
The New Shul will be

holding services every
Shabbat at 9:00 a.m. in The
Galleria at the Caboto
Centre at 1055 Wilkes
Avenue –The Caboto Centre
is accessible off Waverley
between Kenaston – it is an
extension of Victor Lewis
Drive.

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

R E A L  E S TAT E

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O NA L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Piano, Guitar, Voice &
Violin Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.2

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 694-3332

for information.

PALM SPRINGS
SEASONAL RENTAL

Elegantly turn-key, furn., 3
bdr's, 3 baths, 2000 sq. ft.,
mountain views - steps to
pool & spa, tennis courts.

Huge covered patio atrium.
Dble. gar., gated & security.

Dec. to April, flexible
Phone 1-760-537-1981

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Israeli debate of political party heads
waiting for Bibi's answer 

JERUSALEM (JTA) –
Leaders of Israel's major
political parties accepted
an invitation to an
American-style debate,
except for Likud leader
and Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

The debate sponsored by
the Citizens'
Empowerment Center is
scheduled for Jan. 1 at Tel
Aviv University, according
to the organization's web-
site.

"We all – left and right,
religious and secular, Jews
and Arabs – have a clear
interest in knowing exactly
who we choose and why,"
the Citizens'
Empowerment Center said
on its website. "Are you
sure you do know the sub-
tle but critical differences
between the positions of
the various candidates, not on a superficial level, but on the level of
the specific nature and intentions? The answer is no."

Party chairs Shelly Yachimovich (Labor), Shaul Mofaz (Kadima)
and Avigdor Lieberman (Yisrael Beiteinu) reportedly have agreed to
participate, according to the Israeli media. Yair Lapid, chair of the
new Yesh Atid party, also has accepted.

Lieberman said he will participate if Netanyahu agrees to join the
debate. Netanyahu has not yet responded, according to Ynet.

Yoni Cohen-Idov, who won the World Debate Championship in
2010 and serves as a debate coach at Tel Aviv University, Hebrew
University and Bar-Ilan University, will supervise the debate.

The last political debate was held in Israel in 1999, the second and
final time that there were direct elections for prime minister. The
leading candidates did not participate. 

SHAUL
MOFAZ 

YAIR LAPID
AVIGDOR
LIEBERMAN 

SHELLY
YACHIMOVICH 
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Family
Nicky’s
A documentary film about Nicholas Winton,

an Englishman who organized the rescue
of 669 Czech and Slovak children.

Thursday, 
November 8, 2012

7:00 pm
Berney Theatre

Asper Jewish Community Campus

No admission charge. Limited seating.
For more information, please call 204.477.7403
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Nicky’s Family – A film by Matej Minac
and Patrik Pass Community-Wide

Kristallnacht Program

Thursday, November 8, 2012. 7:00 pm. 
Berney Theatre

Asper Jewish Community Campus. 
123 Doncaster Street. 

Admission: Free
KRISTALLNACHT – NIGHT OF BROKEN GLASS. On the night

of November 9-10, 1938, rampaging mobs throughout Germany,
Austria and Sudetenland freely attacked Jews in the street, in their
homes and at their places of work and worship. At least 91 Jews
were killed and hundreds were injured and raped. Approximately
300 synagogues were burned, almost 7,500 Jewish businesses
were destroyed, cemeteries and schools were vandalized, and
over 30,000 Jews were arrested and sent to concentration camps.
Kristallnacht was one of the most important turning points in the
history of anti-Semitism. 

In the wake of Kristallnacht, the Kindertransports were born.
But among them, there is unique story of Nicholas Winton, an
Englishman who organized the rescue of 669 Czech and Slovak
children, in what is now known as the Czech Kindertransport,
just before the outbreak of World War II. Nicky’s Family, by
Menemsha Films from the Czech Republic / Slovak Republic
details the story of Nicholas Winton. 

Winton, now 102 years old, did not speak about these events
with anyone for more than half a century. His exploits would
have probably been forgotten if his wife, fifty years later, hadn’t
found a suitcase in the attic, full of documents and transport
plans.

Today the story of this rescue is known all over the world. He
was knighted by the Queen Elisabeth II and the U.S. House of
Representatives passed H.R. 583 recognizing his remarkable
deed.

Winton’s story is a very emotional one, and thousands of chil-
dren in many countries have decided to follow in his footsteps
and do something important. They think up various charity pro-
jects and even help in the saving of lives of undernourished and
sick children in Cambodia and Africa.

It is incredible that all these people live due to the heroic deeds
of one man – Sir Nicholas Winton. Producers Matej Minac and
Patrik Pass set out to ensure these fascinating, little-known stories
and precious facts about the rescue mission are not lost to time.
They wanted also to show the unique phenomenon that has
emerged from Winton’s story, how his courageous acts many
years ago continue to influence people from all over the world
and motivate them to do good.

The program will begin with a brief commemorative service,
led by March of the Living Alumni. The program is presented by
the Holocaust Awareness Committee in conjunction with Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg and the Rady Jewish Community Centre.

A 17-year-old and two other teens are
beaten while wearing kipahs in an
attack in Paris on the same street as
another Jewish teen in June. French

police immediately deem the attack a racist act.
January 2009
During Israel’s military operation in Gaza, anti-Semitic incidents in

the region range from assaults against teens and adults to the fire-
bombing of a synagogue in downtown Saint-Denis. A kosher ware-
house in Paris is targeted by arson, though no motive is established.

September 2009
A French Jewish school in Marseille is targeted in a firebomb attack.

No one is injured by the bombs, which are placed around the
Bramson ORT campus.

April/May 2010 
Two Jews, one elderly, are attacked over the span of a few days.
March 2012
A gunman on a motorcycle opens fire on a Jewish school in

Toulouse, killing four people: Rabbi Jonathan Sandler, his two young
sons and the young daughter of the school’s principal. The shooter,
Mohammed Merah, later dies in a standoff with French police.

May 2012
Three Jews are attacked in southeast France, and a report by the

French Jewish community’s protection service says the Toulouse mas-
sacre has encouraged anti-Semitic attacks in France.

September 2012
A package bomb explodes in a kosher grocery store. 
October 2012
A Jewish youth is attacked on the Paris metro.

France
Continued from page 22.


