
Compiled from JTA reports
The shooting in a Pittsburgh synagogue that

has left 11 people dead has been described as
“horrific,” “heinous” and “devastating” by
Jewish leaders, politicians and Israeli leaders.

“Our hearts are broken,” the Jewish
Federation of Greater Pittsburgh wrote on
Facebook, saying it was making an exception
and using social media on Shabbat.

The victims include two brothers, as well as
a husband and wife. The youngest victim was
59 and the oldest was 97. 

Before he slaughtered 11 people in a shoot-
ing at a Pittsburgh synagogue, Robert Bowers
blamed one Jewish organization: HIAS, an
immigrant aid group that has been helping
refugees since the 1880s.

“HIAS likes to bring invaders in that kill
our people,” he wrote. “I can’t sit by and
watch my people get slaughtered. Screw your
optics, I’m going in.”

In vilifying HIAS, Bowers targeted an orga-
nization that helped get the American Jewish
community on its feet as it burgeoned more
than a century ago. Its mission has shifted as
the number of Jewish migrants has fallen to a
trickle, from helping its own to advocating for
others. It’s also an organization that, even  to
refugee admissions from the White House, has

maintained broad support from a Jewish com-
munity that is otherwise increasingly frag-
mented.

“It’s not going to affect our mission one
iota,” HIAS President and CEO Mark Hetfield
told JTA Saturday night, regarding the shoot-
ing. “If anything, it’s reinforced the need for
the Jewish community to be a welcoming com-
munity.”

By BERNIE BELLAN
Tara Fainstein, who served as CEO of the Jewish

Foundation of Manitoba for less than 10 months, was shown
the door on Tuesday, October 16. Her sudden departure fol-
lows a similar situation that occurred within the Jewish
Federation of Winnipeg three years ago, when the then
newly-appointed CEO, Adam Bronstone, was also removed
from his position after less than a year on the job.

There are other similarities between the manner in which
both CEOs exited from their positions. Both had been former
Winnipeggers who had gone on to serve in a variety of roles
in cities other than Winnipeg. Both had been recommended
for their positions by a professional recruitment agency. And
– here’s an interesting twist: Both Bronstone and Fainstein
owned horses while they served in their respective roles as
CEOs of their organizations! (As I noted on The Jewish Post
& News website when I first wrote about Fainstein’s firing:
Was there an element of “antihorsism” at play here?)

Seriously though, Fainstein’s removal as CEO of the
Jewish Foundation came as a total shock. A glance at her
resumé shows an extensive background in both the not-for-
profit and profit sectors, including having been COO of the
Canadian Jewish News; Vice President Operations for West
Park Healthcare Centre Foundation; and years as a consul-
tant to a variety of organizations.

We tried to obtain a comment from Eric Winograd, Chair
of the Board of the Jewish Foundation, as to the reasons for
Fainstein’s firing, but Winograd said simply that it’s “a pri-
vate, personnel matter” and he wasn’t going to comment.

Fainstein also would not say whether she was given a
healthy severance payment as a result of her early termina-
tion. She did indicate though that her firing puts her in an
extremely awkward situation, as she has rented out her
Toronto apartment and still has quite a bit of term remain-
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‘Our hearts are broken’: The Jewish world
reacts to the Pittsburgh synagogue attack

Mourners seen holding candles in the after-
math of the mass shooting at the Tree of Life
Synagogue in Squirrel Hill, Pittsburgh, on
Oct. 27, 2018. The shooter espoused an anti-
immigrant and anti-Semitic ideology online. 
(Aaron Jackendoff/SOPA Images/LightRocket via Getty

Images)
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ing on the lease of her current Winnipeg
apartment. As well, Fainstein had recently
brought her elderly mother to Winnipeg from
Toronto to live here.

The situation in which Fainstein found her-
self when she began her short-lived tenure as
Foundation CEO also must have been
extremely awkward. The previous CEO,
Marsha Cowan, had been kept on as a
“strategic development specialist”; as well,
there was at least one other employee of the
Foundation who had also applied for the
position of CEO, which went to Fainstein
instead. 

At the present time Ian Barnes, who is the
Chief Financial Officer of the Foundation
will step in as interim CEO. In July of this
year we reported on the glowing annual financial report of the Jewish
Foundation: “The Jewish Foundation committed a record amount in grants
for the year ending December 31, 2017. A total of $4,545,739 was allocat-
ed in the form of both designated and undesignated grants. That amount
brings the total amount distributed by the Foundation since 1964 to
$59,341,605.

“As well, according to the Foundation’s annual report, which was recent-
ly released, its ‘asset base increased to $118 million, a $10 million increase
from the previous year,’ wrote Ian Barnes, Chief Financial Officer of the
Foundation, in his message published in the annual report.”

In a June 2017 interview I conducted with Marsha Cowan, I noted that
the Foundation had recovered spectacularly from some very dark days in
2009, following the stock market crash of 2008, when the total endowment
had plunged to around $57 million from somewhere in the $68 million
range. The endowment has now more than doubled in the past nine years.

In that article though, I also remarked upon the growth in the size of the
Foundation’s staff, from its very first days beginning in 1964, when it had
only two employees: Izzy Peltz and Jean Boorman, to its present day com-
plement of 14 staff (including the now vacant CEO position).

Both the Foundation and the Jewish Federation are large bureaucracies
now – and, as is the case with almost all bureaucracies, whether they are
public or private, find themselves enveloped in intrigue and backbiting
from time to time. One wonders though what other Jewish communities
must think of a Winnipeg Jewish community, though relatively small in
size, that has now seen two of its major CEOs unceremoniously given the
heave after only a relatively short time in office.

As a final thought, I will refer to some great observations by none other
than William Shakespeare that are particularly apt for the manner in which
the Board of the Jewish Foundation behaved: “How poor are they that have
not patience? What wound did ever heal but by degrees?” (Othello)

Or, how about this one? “It is a tale…full of sound and fury, signifying
nothing.” (Macbeth).

On the other hand, Shakespeare never lived in Winnipeg – which has a
long history of dismissing not just CEOs of Jewish organizations, but rab-
bis as well. “What a tangled web we weave when first we practise to
deceive!” (Sir Walter Scott – also not Jewish)
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Continued from page 1.

ADAM BRONSTONE
former Jewish

Federation CEO, also
lasted less than one

year on the job

Once, HIAS’ goal was to welcome
Jews to the United States. Founded in
1881 as the Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Society, it provided resources and educa-

tion to Jews moving to the U.S. It later took an active role in the movement
to free Soviet Jewry.

Then, as Jewish immigration evaporated in the 1990s, HIAS shifted to
becoming a refugee resettlement agency for non-Jews. It is now one of
nine agencies tasked with resettling refugees in the United States.

Until 2015, the group stayed mostly apolitical and focused on navigating
the bureaucracy involved in bringing refugees to the country and finding
them homes. But that year, the refugee crisis rose to the top of global con-
sciousness, and Donald Trump launched a presidential campaign centered
on reducing the flow of undocumented — and even legal — immigrants to
the United States.

In Israel, emergency and resilience teams left for Pittsburgh to provide
psychological assistance and community rehabilitation, according to the
statement.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu  wrote in a tweet that he was “heart-
broken and appalled by the murderous attack” on the Tree of Life syna-
gogue.

“The entire people of Israel grieve with the families of the dead. We stand
together with the Jewish community of Pittsburgh,” he said. “We stand
together with the American people in the face of this horrendous anti-
Semitic brutality.  And we all pray for the speedy recovery of the wound-
ed.

In Winnipeg, the Jewish Federation released the following statement.
which was also emailed to community members (on Saturday, Oct. 27):

“The Winnipeg Jewish community’s thoughts and prayers go out to those
affected by the tragic shooting today in Pittsburgh.

“We remain ever vigilant and are continuously monitoring and updating
our security protocols and procedures as required.”

Attack
(Continued from page 2.)

4 other recent shootings that have targeted
the U.S.  Jewish community

By JOSEFIN DOLSTEN
(JTA) — As news

spread of  the shooting at
a synagogue in
Pittsburgh, Jews — and
Americans of all back-
grounds — across the
country were reeling from
the shock. With at least 11
confirmed casualties, the
Anti-Defamation League
“believe[s] this is the
deadliest attack on the
Jewish community in
the history of the United
States.”

The alleged gunman,
a 46-year-old white
male named Robert Bowers, shouted “All these Jews need to die,” accord-
ing to reports.

JTA took a look at other times that U.S. Jewish institutions were target-
ed and the attackers’ affiliations.

1999 Los Angeles Jewish Community Center shooting
Date: Aug. 10, 1999  Dead: 0 in JCC, 1 nearby  Shooter’s affiliations:

Neo-Nazi, white supremacist
Buford O’Neal Furrow walked into the lobby of the North Valley Jewish

Community Center in Los Angeles and opened fire. He fired 70 shots that
wounded five people, including three children. No one was killed at the
JCC. Furrow then drove away and later fatally shot a Filipino-American
mail worker, Joseph Illeto. The gunman eventually walked into an FBI
office and surrendered. Furrow was a white supremacist with ties to Aryan
Nations, a neo-Nazi white supremacist group. Furrow, who said he hoped
his attack would inspire others to target Jews, had considered attacking
other Los Angeles Jewish organizations, including the Skirball Cultural
Center and the Simon Wiesenthal Center. He was sentenced to life in
prison.

2006 Seattle Jewish Federation shooting
Date: July 28, 2006  Dead: 1  Shooter’s motivation: Muslim who said he

was angry at Israel
Naveed Afzal Haq shot six women at the Seattle Jewish Federation of

Greater Seattle, killing one. He had entered by forcing a 14-year-old girl at
gunpoint to buzz the building intercom. Once inside, he shot six people and
called the police to tell them he had taken hostages. Haq eventually sur-
rendered to the police. He killed one woman, Pamela Waechter, and
wounded five others. People who were inside the federation said Haq
shouted about being a Muslim who was angry at Israel. However, some

later suggested that mental illness was to blame. Haq was not a frequent
worshipper at mosque and at one point had converted to Christianity. He
received a life sentence.

2009 U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum shooting
Date: June 10, 2009  Dead: 1  Shooter’s affiliations: Neo-Nazi, white

supremacist
James Wenneker von Brunn entered the museum in Washington, D.C.,

and fatally shot security guard Stephen Tyrone Johns. Two other security
guards shot back, wounding von Brunn before he was able to shoot anyone
else. Wenneker was a white supremacist and Holocaust denier who had
self-published a book in which he praised Adolf Hitler. He had been arrest-
ed in 1981 for attempted kidnapping and hostage taking at the Federal
Reserve building. He died at the age of 89 before receiving a sentence.

2014 Overland Park JCC shooting  
Date: April 13, 2014  Dead: 3  Shooter’s affiliations: Neo-Nazi, white

supremacist
Frazier Glenn Miller Jr.  shot people in the parking lot of the Jewish

Community Center of Greater Kansas City in Overland Park, Kansas, and
fired shots into the JCC building. He then left in his car and went to a near-
by Jewish retirement community, Village Shalom, where he also shot at
people in a parking lot. Miller, a neo-Nazi and a former Ku Klux Klan
member, had intended to target Jews, but the three fatalities were non-Jews
visiting the JCC or assisted-living facility. He was sentenced to death and
is currently on death row.

Police respond to a mass shooting at the
Tree of Life Synagogue in the Squirrel Hill
neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Oct. 27, 2018.
(Jeff Swensen/Getty Images)



Current enrollments at the two principal schools that offer some form of
Jewish education are now available.

Both Gray Academy and the Hebrew Bilingual program at Brock
Corydon have seen their enrollments remain quite steady from last year.
Gray Academy's enrollment remains at 466, while Brock Corydon's is 219
- almost the same as it was in 2017-18.

Information for Gray Academy was made available on that school's
Facebook page. Here is how enrollment figures were reported on Gray
Academy's Facebook page:

"GRAY ACADEMY IS GROWING STRONG!"
"We are proud to report that enroll-

ment for the 2018-19 school year is
466 students. While 16 students moved
with their families to other cities in
Canada, the US, and Israel, and 29 stu-
dents graduated from the class of ‘18,
Gray Academy’s retention rate has
increased to a healthy 94% (the highest
its been in the past five years). It is
excellent news for our school that 94%
of the available students have returned.
We also proudly welcomed over 70
new students across every single grade
from JK to Grade 12. We have seen our
Grade 7 program once again become a
major entry point in addition to our tra-
ditional entry points of JK &
Kindergarten.

"Our students, faculty, staff, and par-
ents continue to strengthen our school
community and enrollment. Thank you
for choosing Gray Academy and
investing in an independent Jewish day
school education. Your commitment to
our school is a commitment to
strengthening Winnipeg’s Jewish and

greater community."

Brock Corydon's enrolment was reported to us by Raedan Carter, who
works for the Winnipeg School Division. (We haven't been allowed to
speak directly with Ara Morris, principal of Brock Corydon for three years
now.) Here is what Raedan wrote: 

"219 out of 321 students are in the Hebrew Bilingual Language Program
at Brock Corydon."

Below is a graph showing attendance figures at both schools since 2012. 
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Please join us for The Rescue, 
a program to commemorate Kristallnacht on

November 8, 2018 at 7pm at the 

Canadian Museum for Human Rights.

Almost eighty years ago, on the night of November 9, 1938, there was
a wave of violent pogroms throughout Germany, annexed Austria, and
in areas of the Sudetenland in Czechoslovakia. These events are known
as Kristallnacht - the night of shattered glass. A precursor to the Shoah,
dozens of Jews were murdered and tens of thousands were sent to con-
centration camps, marking the first time they were sent to concentration
camps because they were Jewish. We mark this date annually as a com-
munity because of its significance in the timeline of the Holocaust.

At that time, Jose Artur Castellanos, an outspoken champion of the
people in El Salvador, took every opportunity to speak out against the
oppressive, totalitarian regime in his home country. As a result, he was
stripped of his military authority and sent to Europe to work as Consul
General of El Salvador as a diplomatic exile. Against the wishes of his
own government and moved by disapproval of the dictatorship in his
country, and of Fascism throughout Europe, Castellanos issued
Salvadoran nationality documents which saved thousands of Jewish
lives. Castellanos is the only Salvadoran to be recognized as Righteous
Among the Nations.

The Rescue tells the story of the personal journey of Alvaro and
Boris Castellanos, the grandchildren of Colonel Castellanos, who are
moved to rescue their grandfather’s name from obscurity after a suit-
case filled with the nationality documents, and all the stories they tell,
was unearthed in Geneva.

Featuring a six-piece string orchestra with musical direction by Alvaro
and Boris Castellanos, this story of hope, friendship, and courage in the
face of injustice is enhanced by the backdrop of live music.

At the core of The Rescue lies the conviction that no matter how
small or flawed we may feel, each of us has the potential to effect
immense positive change in the world.

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, CIJA, the Canadian Museum
for Human Rights, and the Freeman Family Holocaust Education
Centre of the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada are partner-
ing to present this moving programme to mark the community-wide
remembrance of Kristallnacht. The event is free and open to all.
Register online at jewishwinnipeg.org/rescue or contact Mara
Pellettieri at 204.477.7424 or mpellettieri@jewishwinnipeg.org.
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Gray Academy and Brock Corydon Hebrew Bilingual program enrollments hold steady
By BERNIE BELLAN



Iwonder whether every few years or so (if this
paper is still around), I’m going to be writing
yet another column expressing shock over the

removal of another employee of a Winnipeg
Jewish organization – or synagogue. 

I honestly don’t know whether other Jewish
communities around the world engage in the
kind of metaphorical bloodletting that seems to
provide the likes of me with endless reams of

material about which I can write. Sure – employees of organizations come
and go – and for the most part, there is nothing unusual about their leaving.

But, in the case of Winnipeg, the manner in which some very high pro-
file appointees in our community have either retired or been shown the
door leads me to question the style of governance of the volunteer boards
which are ostensibly responsible for how our organizations behave.

Recall for instance the manner in which Rabbi Laurence Pinsker was sub-
jected to a public assessment of his performance at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue several years ago. The manner in which congregation members
appeared before their board either defending or criticizing Rabbi Pinsker
was highly unbecoming.

There have been situations in which employees of Jewish organizations
have left quietly when their continued employment would have  been
untenable. One case that comes to mind is that of Sandra Delorme, who had
been CEO of the Simkin Centre when that facility was plunged into turmoil
as the result of the tragic death of a resident who had been found to have
been badly neglected there. 

Delorme went on medical leave, which is often the most expeditious
manner in which both an employee who needs to go and an organization
that needs to deal with that employee can behave.

But, as I note in my story on Page One about the sudden departure of the
newly appointed CEO of the Jewish Foundation, Tara Fainstein – who was
actually here for only a little more than nine months, what kind of message
is the board of the Foundation sending in the way it has handled this entire
situation?

Naturally, being a journalist, I always attempt to obtain as much infor-
mation behind the scenes as I can when it comes to stories like this one. I
try to speak with individuals who are close to the scene, but more often
than not I’m left guessing as much as anyone else as to the true reasons for
what’s just happened.

Typically, when someone is removed from a senior position, it’s either
because that person wasn’t competent in their job performance, or because
of personality conflicts with other individuals in that organization.
Sometimes it’s because an individual’s personal behaviour would bring
embarrassment to the organization if that behaviour were to become pub-
licly known.

A few years ago, for instance, we had a situation with the artistic direc-
tor of the Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre,
Michael Nathanson,
who was found to have
been stealing large
sums of money from
that particular organi-
zation. The board of the
WJT had no choice but
to dismiss Nathanson
and, as much as I would
have loved to  ”get the
story” at that time, the
fact that there was a
criminal investigation
involved was sufficient
reason for the WJT
board to have remained
tight-lipped, I realized
later.

That was not the case
with the sudden depar-
tures of Adam
Bronstone as CEO of
the Jewish Federation
nor of Tara Fainstein as
CEO of the Jewish
Foundation, however.

I realize there are
legal implications to
commenting publicly
about the departure of

an employee from an organization, but the manner in which both Bronstone
and Fainstein left their organizations casts a pall over both the organiza-
tions involved and the reputations of the individuals concerned.

There is a fundamental problem that applies to most boards of Jewish
organizations in Winnipeg: Board members are often too closely linked to
those organizations. Rather than being able to provide responsible gover-
nance and oversight of the organizations with which they are involved, they
see their roles as that of boosters for their organizations. And, since so
much of the work associated with Jewish organizations here tends to
involve fundraising and allocation of funds, members of boards who are
often heavily involved in fundraising activities for their respective organi-
zations often lose sight of their primary role, which is oversight - not man-
agement.  

The individuals who are hired to run organizations should be given the
latitude to run those organizations without having to worry about interfer-
ence from board members in the day-to-day running of those organizations.
At the same time though, since it is inherent in almost all bureaucracies, be
they public or private, that they will want to continually grow and expand
in order to provide the very justification for their constantly needing more
funds – and their very existence, that boards should be providing careful
oversight of budgets and financial statements and asking some tough ques-
tions.

In my experience, boards of Jewish organizations here are not willing to
ask important and far-reaching questions. For instance, year after year the
Jewish Federation’s allocations committee has been essentially allocating
the same proportion of funds to its partner agencies with only minor
changes. But, how well is each of those agencies performing, one might
well ask? 

When I spoke with Adam Bronstone following his departure as CEO of
the Jewish Federation three years ago, and in information that I was able to
glean indirectly from Tara Fainstein I found that the one essential criticism
that both those individuals had when they started working for their respec-
tive organizations is how much the organizational structures of both orga-
nizations needed to be greatly improved. 

Both Bronstone and Fainstein had years of experience in exactly that area
of bureaucratic organization. The problem though is when you try to
change the way organizations are run, you can run into very stiff opposi-
tion from within those organizations. And, as I note in my article about Tara
Fainstein’s dismissal on page one, and as I did when Bronstone was dis-
missed, both of them were essentially “outsiders”, brought in to run orga-
nizations that had grown immensely over the years.

Thus, it would have been impossible for either Bronstone or Fainstein to
cultivate the alliances they would have needed, either within the bureau-
cracies they were brought in to run, or on the boards that had hired them,
in the short times they were allowed to do their jobs, or to withstand the
inevitable backbiting that was bound to occur when an outsider is brought
into a senior position. 

There is also a tremendous irony in that, while Bronstone was supposed-
ly held partly responsible for the CJA’s not having reached its fundraising
goal while he was Federation CEO, the CJA has never come close since his
departure to reaching the amounts it raised prior to Bronstein’s hiring
(when Gail Asper was chair of the CJA campaigns in 2012 and 2013). The
Federation’s campaign director for 2017-18 also lasted only one year. (She
told me that she will not comment about the circumstances surrounding her
departure from that position.) So, removing Bronstone as CEO has had  no
apparent effect on improving the CJA’s performance.

As for Fainstein – the Jewish Foundation’s total endowment stands at a
record level: over $118 million, as of the end of the 2017 financial year.
She simply wasn’t in her position long enough for anyone to know whether
her being here would have had any impact upon the Foundation’s bottom
line, or whether the changes she was advocating would have been to the
Foundation’s long term advantage.

What we do know is that there were individuals who were working to
undermine both Bronstone and Fainstein. Next time, my advice to the
boards of both the Jewish Federation and the Jewish Foundation is this:
Don’t go looking outside of Winnipeg for a new CEO. Hire someone who
you know has strong support already from other employees in those orga-
nizations and who has cultivated strong alliances among board members.
You’re clearly less interested in someone’s organizational experience than
in how they are able to develop personal relationships within your organi-
zations. That way you can save yourselves a lot of money hiring profes-
sional recruitment agencies, then having to pay considerable sums in sev-
erance settlements after you’ve hired someone from outside Winnipeg.  

One final note: We’ve been asked to mention that another scooter was
donated from Winnipeg to Canadian Friends of Magen David Adom by a
Winnipeg couple, also  that Winnipeg CMDA is holding its annual telethon
Nov. 4. People are welcome to call in with donations to 1-800-731-2848.
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Short takes



By MYRON LOVE

I
t is ironic that after centuries of oppression by Christians of Jews, the
growth of secularism may be posing as great a danger to the future of
Jewish life today as oppression did in years past - while Christian

Zionists and evangelicals are among Israel’s strongest supporters.
While it may seem logical to think  that Jews and Israel would receive a

more sympathetic hearing among secular elements of society, the opposite
seems to be taking hold. I believe that the reasons are that people who grow
up in secular households for the most part have little or no sense of histo-
ry and no understanding of religious extremism. Thus they are easily con-
vinced  (and don’t bother asking questions) when Palestinians charge Israel
– and by extension Jews who support Israel – with a wide range of outra-
geous smears.

One of those falsehoods, which writer Shoshana Bryen, the senior direc-
tor of the Jewish Policy Centre, brought up on the Gatestone Institute web-
site on October 17, has been the Palestinian ability to convince many peo-
ple – including the powers that be at UNESCO – that the Jews have no con-
nection to the land of Israel – only the Palestinians do.

Bryen refers to UNESCO’s role regarding international interest in pre-
serving historic sites in Israel. She describes UNESCO’s efforts as a sham.

“Its work consists mainly of denying a Jewish connection to the land and
its history,” she writes. “In a 2016 vote, UNESCO denied any connection
between Israel and its historic Temple Mount and the Western Wall – a
retaining wall which is all that is left of the ancient Jewish Temples
(Solomon’s Temple, destroyed by the Babylonians in 586 BCE and the
Second Temple, destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE).

“Two draft resolutions approved by UNESCO’s 59-member Executive
Committee last week were merely “follow-ons.” First, that Hebron’s Old
City and the Tomb of the Patriarchs (Cave of Machpela) are Palestinian
heritage sites, and second that they are “in danger” from Israel.

“The votes were entirely consistent with previous UNESCO pronounce-
ments and the list of “for”, “against”, and “abstain” was to be expected.”

“The Europeans, as usual, tried to cut a deal with the Arabs that would
soften the language just slightly so that European members of the council
could vote for it. They failed because the Arab states knew it would pass in
its harsher form.”

Christians who know their Bible would know the truth. Those who grew
up in a secular environment – including some Jews – either don’t know the
truth or don’t care.

Bryen comments on “the staggering failure of Western countries to stand
for their own culture, history, bible and responsibility to truth.

Christians conversant with the Old Testament, she points out, understand
that the purchase of Machpela by Abraham as a burial site for his wife and
family is part of their understanding of the ages, cultures and history that
came before Jesus.

“Jesus did not send the money changers out of the Al Aqsa Mosque,” she
writes.

Despite record Israel-Europe trade, Bryen notes, European governments
have found other ways to express hostility to Jewish statehood on historic
Jewish land – funding illegal building in Area C which, according to the
Oslo Accords – is under full Israeli control, funding Palestinian school
textbooks while ignoring the falsehoods and incitement in the text books
and .supporting the attempts to disconnect the modern State of Israel from
continuous Jewish history in the Land of Israel.

“This is where Christian churches matter,” Bryen points out. “Through
the past 70 years, Europeans have become less wedded to their own
Christian identity and less willing to stand for biblical history – including
the history of Jews. Church attendance in France is 11%, according to a
Pew poll. The same poll shows  church attendance in the  UK is at 20 per-
cent, in Germany at 13 percent; Belgium 11 percent; and Spain 20 per-
cent.”

This willful ignorance is further seen in the assumptions that if only
Israel would withdraw from the West Bank – and grant the Palestinians
independence (which they have already –se the Palestinian Authority on
the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza) then peace will rein despite Palestinian
leaders’ insistence that they will never recognize Israel and that is not just
a dispute over land.

This was recently driven home again – in an article by Robert Spencer
on the website Front page news. Spencer refers to comments from
Supreme Sharia Judge of the Palestinian Authority, Mahmoud Al-Habbash. 

According to Palestinian Media Watch, Habbash, a close advisor to
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas, declared that “Jerusalem
is the arena of conflict between us and the colonialist project [Israel]…
Jerusalem’s [Al-Aqsa] Mosque apparently is the heading for the eruption
of the conflict and The Battle of History between Islam and the enemies of
Islam; between the Muslims and the enemies of Muslims; between the
Islamic culture in all its splendor and human glory and the culture of Satan
attempting to establish oppression and aggression at the expense of the cul-
ture of truth and goodness… This mosque is decreed to be the arena of the
battle between good and evil. This mosque and this wonderful city – the
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Secularists raised in ignorance of religion and
history fail to understand Palestinian mindset

Jewish Federation fully committed to kashrut
Re: “Short Takes” published in the October 3, 2018 Jewish Post and

News 
Dear Mr. Bellan: 
The following is the Federation’s Kashrut Policy and has been for

many years: 
“Kashrut is one of the central pillars of Jewish continuity and where-

as Federation is totally committed to Jewish continuity, Federation
wholeheartedly and unequivocally supports the Vaad Ha’ir in its
efforts.” 

We encourage all Jewish institutions to do the same. 
Laurel Malkin 
President, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg 

Bernie Bellan got it all wrong
In response to the two editorials in the Jewish Post regarding kashrut

Bernie Bellan got it all wrong. Keeping kosher has always been about
values and not money. There is a reason why organizations in our com-
munity like the Jewish Federation and the Simkin Center adhere to
being kosher. Simply put they understand that kashrut is a core Jewish
value and as such must be promoted by our community. I speak to
many individuals in leadership positions in our community. Many in
their personal lives do not adhere to keeping strictly kosher, yet most of
them tell me that community organization MUST be kosher. They
understand how central kashrut has been to Judaism and to Jewish iden-
tity. They understand that kosher is a Jewish value. The core values we
believe in can never be sacrificed for monetary gain. How poor we are
when we sacrifice our values for financial gain. In our lives we pay for
the values we believe in. Families are willing to spend the extra dollar
to give their children a good education. Keeping kosher is much the
same. If we deem it important, if we consider it a value worth promot-
ing then we will find the money to adhere to it. For those individuals
who truly want to keep kosher and their socio economic status does not
allow them to. Well perhaps we need to have a conversation of how we
as a community can help them. In the same way we subsidize Jewish
education for those in need perhaps it’s time to give some thought to
kashrut as well. 
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
Adas Yeshurun Herzelia
Winnipeg Vaad Hakashrut

LETTERS

Correction to reference to JCFS addictions program
Hello,
My name is Carli Rossall, and I’ve just come across your excellent

article on the Footprints event from a few weeks ago. 
There is one error there that I would like to point out, however. The

piece says that I got help from JCFS when I was active in my addic-
tion, and that’s why I chose to work there. I actually did not receive any
services from JCFS when I was in need. I only moved back to
Winnipeg last August, after having moved away 12 years prior. I
accessed  resources only in Ontario and British Columbia. Never in
Winnipeg, and never from JCFS. 

I think it’s important for people to know that the addictions depart-
ment at JCFS is still new and growing. Ivy Kopstein has done a won-
derful job creating the framework for this program, and has made it
what it is today after only 5 or 6 years. It would have been nice to have
been able to get my support from JCFS, however I was not in the city,
and the program wasn’t even fully formed yet. 

My hope is that this correction can be made, as I think there is a good
message in the truth. This awesome program that we now know today
as JCFS Addictions Services was developed in such a short time, which
is a testament to the need in the community, and the expertise of Ivy
Kopstein. 

Thank you for considering this change.
Best,
Carli RossallContinued on page 6. See “Secularists”.

Desserts Plus announces it is going non-kosher

The following announcement was e-mailed out by Desserts Plus on
Sunday, October 28:

It is with great sadness that we are announcing that after over 35 years of
providing kosher food, we are no longer able to do so. Although we have
some very strong supporters in our community, it simply isn’t enough to
support a business.  It has been driven home to us that there isn’t support
for kashrut within the greater community. This reality has been made espe-
cially clear when we witness community organisations host events at non-
kosher restaurants and facilities. (The rest of the announcement is available
on our website.)



James Cohen was 11 years old when his parents
first signed him up for guitar lessons.
“After a few years I really started to enjoy the

guitar,” the president and CEO of Gendis Inc.
recalls. “I played in garage bands in high school
and then, after finishing university, I was accepted
into the Guitar Institute of Technology in
Hollywood.

“Over the more than two years that I was at the
school, I learned a lot about music and song-writ-

ing. I really wanted to pursue it.”
Cohen however had a higher call to answer. Although he was not pres-

sured to do so, he moved back to Winnipeg to follow in the footsteps of his
late father, Albert Cohen who, with his father, Alexander, and his five
brothers, founded General Distributors (later to become Gendis Inc), the
company that brought Sony products to Canada and at one time operated
SAAN Stores and other retail chains across the country.

Thus, in 1990, the younger Cohen returned to Winnipeg to take up the
family heritage. He started at the bottom – in retail sales in one of the
Winnipeg SAAN stores – and, over 20 years, worked his way up to the top
of the Gendis corporate ladder.

While the corporation was forced to sell its retail stores nearly 15 years
ago due to the changing nature of retail, Gendis is still active, Cohen
reports, in the real estate, energy and agri-business fields.

And, although his “day job” is as a corporate leader, Cohen has at the
same time, been able to pursue a second career as a rock musician and song
writer these last many years. 

“I never stopped performing and writing music,” he says. 
Cohen is the lead guitar player and singer in the eponymous band James

Cohen and the Prairie Roots Rockers (which also includes Lloyd Peterson
– also on guitar, bass player Bruce Jacobs, drummer Steve Martens and
Gerry Atwell on keyboard).

“They are among the best musicians in this region,” Cohen says of his
bandmates. 

“We don’t play hard rock,” he points out, noting that among his musical
influences are the late Tom Petty and John Mellencamp. “We play straight
ahead classic rock.”

He notes that the Prairie Roots Rockers took the stage at the Lyric
Theatre in August and have a gig booked for Winnstock 2019 at Cowboys,
Windsor Park, in support of the Children’s Movement Centre of Manitoba
on April 5 , 2019.

“We are trying to get some bookings over the winter months,” he adds.
Now, the measure of success in the music business is not what it used to

be, Cohen observes. It used to be that aspiring musicians and bands would
try to get a record deal with a major label and get air play on radio. 

But no one’s buying records anymore.
These days, it’s about live performances, downloading and placement in

movies and television.
“We have had some successes,” he says. “We put out an album in 2011

on a Warner Music
Canada affiliate called
Soccermom Records.
One of our songs, So
Long Sweet Deception
spent a total of 16
weeks in the Top 50
nationally on the
Mediabase Canadian
Active Rock Top 100
Chart, peaking at #32
in 2012. We also have

had four singles chart including our newest single 10,000 Lifetimes which
was released in the fall of 2015.”

The Rockers also had These Long Nights, from the 2011 debut album,
picked up for use in the movie soundtrack of “Gone Tomorrow”, a film that
went almost straight to DVD.

James Cohen recently signed a contract with Americana Music
Publishing Inc. whereby he extended rights for 34 of his original songs for
commercial use.

“We are looking forward to getting back into the studio soon to do some
more recording,” he reports.

James Cohen’s love of music extends beyond just rock and roll. He notes
that he and his wife, Linda, are involved in many community organizations.
James is the current chair of the Manitoba Museum Board of Governors, a
past board chair of the RWB and is also on the board of the WSO - among
other community endeavours.

“We support many worthy causes,” he says. 
And, in addition to carrying on the family business and his passion for

music, Cohen is an avid hockey player. 
“I played hockey for many years in the Maccabia League winning a few

championships along the way,” he says.
At 52, he continues to play hockey weekly at the Highlander.
“I like to think that I have a well-rounded life,” he says.

culture of truth and goodness… This
mosque is decreed to be the arena of
the battle between good and evil. This
mosque and this wonderful city – the

city of history, religion, and culture, Jerusalem – are decreed to be the
heading of the conflict… Jerusalem is the heading of this battle, this con-
flict, and this round, which I and many others see as the key, as the first
step, as the spark of the battle of the ‘final promise.’”

’
“Imagine sitting down at a negotiating table and facing Mahmoud Al-

Habbash on the other side. Do you think he would accept a cessation of the
building of “settlements,” or the abandonment of this or that territory, as the
price of peace? Do you think he would sign a peace accord with any Israeli
negotiators that would involve calling upon Palestinians to lay down their
arms, accept the existence of the Jewish state, and live in peace with
Israelis?

Al-Habbash made this abundantly clear in his remarks, but the profes-
sional diplomats of Washington and the capitals of Europe will take no
notice. In reality, all of those who think that the Israeli/Palestinian conflict
will be solved through negotiations should heed the words of Mahmoud

Al-Habbash. But they won’t. They will continue
to think that if only the right combination of con-
cessions is hit upon, the Palestinians will happi-
ly agree to live in peace with the Israelis, and that
the only reason why all previous negotiated
peace accords have failed is because the proper
formula was not found.

Shoshana Bryen quotes the Arab writer
Bassam Tawil in noting that “the question
remains whether the international community
will ever wake up to realize that Palestinian
leaders are playing them for fools.”

Her view is that the Europeans know pre-
cisely what the Palestinians are doing and are
willing to support anti-Israel activity to under-
mine Israel without expressly saying that them-
selves.. and that this willingness comes from an
abandonment of European history.
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Myron Love

Corporate and community leader James Cohen 
also passionate musician and composer

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE
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JAMES COHEN (at the mic.) and the Prairie Roots Rockers

Secularists
(Continued from page 5.)
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Community news

U of Winnipeg acknowledges anti-Semitic statements made at faculty-sponsored event
October 25, 2018  (JTA) – The

University of Winnipeg said that anti-
Semitic statements were made at a faculty-
sponsored event on Israel.

A team that included the Canadian uni-
versity’s human rights and diversity offi-
cer reviewed comments made during a
Feb. 28 panel discussion, “My Jerusalem:
Responding to the U.S. Embassy
Announcement,” and determined that it
promoted anti-Semitic tropes, according to
a statement by B’nai Brith Canada, which
first denounced the event as “anti-Israel
propaganda.”

The event was organized by Independent
Jewish Voices-Winnipeg, the Canadian
Arab Association of Manitoba, United
Jewish Peoples Order-Winnipeg and others, and was co-sponsored by
Global College, a subdivision of the university. The stated goal of the event
was to discuss the Jewish, Christian and Muslim reactions to the U.S. deci-
sion to recognize Jerusalem as Israel’s capital.

The committee report on the event does not detail the allegedly anti-
Semitic comments, but said they violated a working definition of anti-
Semitism adopted by the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance.
That definition, adopted by Canada but considered controversial by many
critics of Israel, includes certain forms of one-sided criticism of Israel as
examples of anti-Semitism.

The report also said the event included only “marginal” Jewish speakers
on the subject; was held on Purim, a Jewish holiday, when many Jewish
students and faculty would have been unlikely to attend; and that video of
the event posted on the internet was “subsequently removed, suggesting
that the university had something that it was trying to hide.”

In a statement issued last week, the university said it “regrets the anti-
Semitic statements made at the My Jerusalem event.”

“Whether providing space, hosting or organizing events or discussions,
the University strives to ensure a respectful environment. In response to the
recommendations contained within the report, the University will work
with members of the Jewish community and other racialized groups to

enhance our campus environment and pro-
mote safety and inclusivity,” the statement
said.

Among the recommendations of the
report to the university are that the univer-
sity publicly “acknowledge the serious
problem of anti-Semitism” and commit to
taking steps to prevent the expression of
its various forms on campus.

The report also noted several concerns
raised with the university, including that
Global College “rebuffed suggestions by
B’nai Brith Canada to include an authen-
tic Jewish perspective and move the event
to a date on which the Jewish community
could fully participate.”

Ran Ukashi, National Director of B'nai
Brith's League for Human Rights, partici-
pated in the review process.

“We are pleased to see the University of
Winnipeg taking this issue seriously and

apologizing for the antisemitic statements made at the event,” Ukashi said.
“This incident also highlights the importance of universities using the
IHRA (International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance) definition of anti-
semitism, as it clearly identifies what constitutes antisemitism, which
includes the promotion of anti-Jewish hatred under the guise of anti-
Zionism.”

In February, B’nai Brith urged Global College to move My Jerusalem to
a date when the Jewish community could fully participate, and to include
an authentic Jewish perspective after learning the Jewish representative
participating was David Mivasair, an anti-Israel activist from Vancouver.

The other two panelists, Fadi Ennab and Idris Elbakri, are also activists
who hold anti-Israel views. Elbakri tarred indigenous Israeli Jews as
European settlers and suggested that Jewish self-determination in their
ancestral lands does not make sense in the “Arab Middle East,” while
Ennab falsely accused Israel of committing a “genocide” against
Palestinians.

New essay prize for university students
University students are invited

to apply for the new Switzer -
Cooperstock Prize for the best
essay on Western Canadian
Jewish History. The competition
is open to all students who have
not yet taken their Ph.D. exami-
nations. Some preferences are
listed in the accompanying adver-
tisement. 

Winners will receive $1000 and
Manitoba winners will present
their findings publicly. The first
award will be made in 2019 and
every second year after that.

The Switzer family has
endowed the prize in honour of
their parents and grandparents:
Louis Switzer and Rose
Cooperstock Switzer.

Potential applicants will find
that the range of topics can be very broad as indicated by the existing
senior competition. Past winners have written on the Lipton SK farm
colony, Jews in British Columbia before the First World War, Jewish
collectors and sellers of Aboriginal artifacts in western Canada, a
Jewish female doctor who helped create the Canadian health care sys-
tem, and Jews growing up in Manitoba towns and cities outside
Winnipeg. 

The 2018 winner, Professor Richard Menkis of the University of
British Columbia presented a paper in September describing differ-
ences between the Chief Rabbi of Great Britain, Joseph Hertz, and the
Safed-born Yeshaya Horowitz. 

Rabbi Horowitz lived in Winnipeg from 1923 to 1953. Both visited
Winnipeg and the rest of western Canada in the 1920s. Rabbi Horowitz
urged them to remain faithful to Old World traditions while Rabbi
Hertz, who toured Canada with Rabbi Herbert Samuel of Winnipeg’s
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, encouraged Jews to find ways to modern-
ize and live like Anglo-Canadians while keeping Jewish fundamentals.

The Switzer-Cooperstock Student
Prize in Western Canadian Jewish

History For 2019
The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada invites applications

for the 2019 Switzer-Cooperstock Prize in Western Canadian Jewish
History. This prize, established by the Switzer family to honour parents
and grandparents, will be awarded for the best student essay on Jewish
history in Western Canada with some preference for essays on secular
Jewish schools in Western Canada, Jewish settlers, farmers, and traders
in rural areas of Western Canada, and the immigration experience of
Jews to Western Canada. Preference will be given to research specific
to the Jewish experience in the urban centers and rural communities of
the Canadian Prairie Provinces.

The research may use original sources or it may be a synthesis of
other published material.

Eligibility: All students who have not yet taken their Ph.D. examina-
tions and who have been enrolled in a post-secondary educational insti-
tution during academic years Fall 2017-Winter 2019. Their essays may
have been written in connection with course work, thesis or dissertation
research, or for presentation at scholarly meetings, etc. Submissions
should be no longer than 35 pages, double-spaced and should be accom-
panied by a letter of nomination from a faculty member involved with
the student’s supervision. Electronic submissions are encouraged.

To apply or request further information, contact Mr. Stanislao
Carbone, Director of Programs and Exhibits, Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada; 123 Doncaster Street; Winnipeg Canada, R3N 2B2.
Email: scarbone@jhcwc.org. The deadline for applications is May 1,
2019. Applications will be considered by an academic panel and the
results will be announced about June 15, 2019.

The winner will receive $1,000. Students enrolled in Manitoba insti-
tutions will be required to present his/her findings at a public lecture in
Winnipeg in Fall 2019, preferably in September. Students from other
institutions are invited but not required. Some additional funding is
available for travel to make a public presentation.

LOUIS SWITZER and ROSE
COOPERSTOCK SWITZER

FADI ENNAB
accused Israel of commit-
ting a “genocide” against
Palestinians at U of W
event

IDRIS ELBAKRI
said indigenous Israeli Jews
are “European settlers” and
that Jewish self-determina-
tion in their ancestral lands
does not make sense in the
“Arab Middle East,” at the
same event.
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Books

By BERNIE BELLAN

I
t’s been nine years since Allan
Levine released his very popu-
lar history of the Jews of

Manitoba, titled “Coming of Age –
A History of the Jewish People of
Manitoba”. 

Now Levine has written another
book – this time a popular history
of the entire Canadian Jewish com-
munity, titled “Seeking the Fabled
City – the Canadian Jewish
Experience”. We were given an
advance copy of the book for
review purposes; the book itself is
now available for purchase at select
bookstores across Canada, includ-
ing McNally Robinson in
Winnipeg.

The title “Seeking the Fabled
City” comes from a poem written
by famed poet A. M. Klein. Like “Coming of Age”, this particular book is
meant to be accessible to readers of all types. By no means did Levine set
out to write a comprehensive history of Canadian Jewry. Rather, as he told
me during an interview conducted on October 9 in the reading room of the
Kaufman Silverberg Library at the Asper Campus, he was recruited to pro-
duce the book by the publisher, Penguin Random House with no clear
objectives in mind. How the book was to be structured was left entirely up
to him to decide. 

It took Levine two and a half years to complete the research and write
what is almost a 500-page book. “Seeking the Fabled City” is divided into
four parts: “In a Christian Land”; “Jewish Canadians”; “Canadian Jews”;
and “The Making of Tolerant Canada”.

In the first part of the book, Levine explains that it took quite some time
for Canada’s Jewish population to reach any significant size. The first
Jewish community of any significant numbers was located in Montreal,
with its members having emigrated largely from Great Britain, some also
from Germany.

As he did in “Coming of Age” Levine tells the stories of various individ-
uals who played key roles in building Jewish communities in Canada in
order to convey the larger historical experience. Relying upon research pre-
viously done by other historians as well as some primary research of his
own, Levine develops certain themes that run through the book. Among the
most notable themes is the constant anti-Semitism faced by Jews in Canada
– something that really only began to dissipate quite recently really with
the emergence of groundbreaking legislation meant to counter anti-
Semitism, first in Ontario under the Progressive Conservative premiership
of Leslie Frost in the 1950s, then federally under the leadership of various
prime ministers, including both Progressive Conservative and Liberal ones.

As Levine pointed out during our interview, anti-Semitism grew in inten-
sity in Canada following the beginning of large-scale Jewish immigration
to Canada in the 1880s, primarily from Eastern Europe. Before that, while
there was certainly a hostility to Jews from what almost totally a Christian
country, there was general intolerance toward almost all non-British or
French groups. (In Manitoba you can add Icelanders toward the list of priv-
ileged groups.)

At the same time though, the role and influence of wealthy Canadian
Jews is also a key theme in “Seeking the Fabled City”. Not everyone may
enjoy reading the continuing series of stories in this book that laud the con-
siderable achievements of financially successful Jews but, as Levine point-
ed out to me during our interview,, “there was a lot of money needed to
build up the internal structure of” what is now a very successful communi-
ty, especially in a city like Winnipeg, whose Jewish community at one time
certainly punched well above its weight in terms of its impact on the larg-
er Jewish Canadian community.

In the early years of Jewish immigration to Canada, the story of building
communities in each city in which Jews settled was really one of building
synagogues, and Levine tells some fascinating stories how many of those
early synagogues came about. As one might expect, those stories often
involved bickering and vying for prestige among the wealthy businessmen
who donated the funds for building those institutions.

One of the most remarkable stories in the book relates to the enormous
sums of money that German businessman Baron Maurice de Hirsch donat-
ed toward the cause of establishing Jewish agricultural colonies, not just in
Canada, but in the United States and Argentina as well. With the advent of
what became the “Jewish Colonization Association”, Hirsch gave “about

$36 million in all to pur-
chase tracts of land in
those three countries,
beginning in the 1890s,
Levine notes. That’s quite
an incredible amount of
money to have given back
then!

As he did in “Coming of
Age”, Levine spends a fair
bit of time describing
some of those agricultural
settlements, devoting an
entire chapter to the story
of the Kives, Vickar and
Usiskin families in
Saskatchewan, for
instance.

Yet Levine is not one to
view history through rose-
coloured glasses nor wax
nostalgic about those agri-
cultural settlements,
despite the trend in recent
times for people like me to
write elegies about the
heroic efforts of those pio-

neer Jewish farmers.
Here is how Levine attempts to put those agricultural settlements in a

more proper context: “The agricultural settlements loom large – admitted-
ly too large-in the history of Jews in Western Canada. They epitomized the
pioneer spirit and persistence that characterized the first and second waves
of immigrants. Yet no more than 2,500 Jews-or 2 per cent of the total
Canadian Jewish population-engaged in agriculture from the 1880s to the
1920s”.

As much as Canada’s Jewish community has now emerged as wealthy
and successful, looking back on the not-so-distant past it is sometimes dif-
ficult to conceive how many obstacles were put in the way of Jews suc-
ceeding in this country. Levine describes in great detail the quota systems
that were put in place in almost all Canadian universities in the 1930s
which severely limited the number of Jews who were allowed into medical
schools, for instance. (Here in Manitoba we’ve been made well aware of
the insidious degree to which certain individuals, especially University of
Manitoba medical school dean Alvin Mathers rigorously enforced quotas
on Jews gaining admittance into that school.)

But, what Levine also points out in his book is that there was a general
compliance within the Canadian Jewish community when it came to resist-
ing those quotas. As he observed during our interview, the prevailing atti-
tude was “don’t make waves”. And, as he also points out in his book, while
Jews may have been emerging as successful financially in the first half of
the 20th century, they still lacked “political power”. 

Levine chronicles the challenges faced by the early Jewish politicians
who did get elected to office, including members of the famous Hart fam-
ily in Quebec. Ezekiel Hart was the first Jew elected to office (in what was
then Lower Canada), but in order to take his seat in the Assembly he would
have had to swear an oath on the Christian Bible. What followed became
known as L’affaire Hart and Levine does a terrific job describing the diffi-
cult position Hart was put in as a result.

In fact, although Jews did begin to be elected to various legislatures in the
first part of the 20th century, there were still many obstacles to Jews gain-
ing entry into many occupations, such as banking. Levine writes with pride
about Louis Rasminsky, who became the first Jewish Governor of the Bank
of Canada, although he was initially bypassed for the position even though
he was supremely qualified.

And, while many Jews had begun making their mark in the legal profes-
sion early on in the 20th century, the appointment of Jewish judges didn’t
begin to happen until much later. Levine tells the stories of many of those
pioneers, including our own Justice Samuel Freedman, also Bora Laskin,
who became the first Jewish Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada.
He also writes of many Jewish politicians, including Herb Gray, who
became the first Jewish Federal cabinet minister.

Other themes tackled by Levine in this wide-ranging book include the
tremendous impact the creation of the State of Israel has had on Canadian
Jewry, also the often bitter political squabbles between and among various
Jewish organizations, most notably the late Canadian Jewish Congress and
the organization that usurped the CJC’s role, the Centre for Israel and
Jewish Affairs.

Allan Levine has written another masterful popular history –
this time about Canada’s Jewish community

ALLAN LEVINE

Continued on next page.
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Levine holds no brief for anyone
or any organization. He often casts a
caustic eye on the struggles for
power within the Jewish community.
As he told me during our interview,
the influence accorded to men of
wealth in our community has been a
dominant factor in the growth of
many of what are now mature
Jewish organizations, yet that vying
for power among powerful men has
not come without some cost, as indi-
viduals such as Sam Bronfman
threw their weight around with
abandon when Bronfman, for
instance, was the longtime president
of the Canadian Jewish Congress.
Levine described the motivation that
lies behind so many powerful Jewish
men as stemming from a “macher
gene” during our interview.

The section dealing with the period prior to World War II and the imme-
diate post-war period is particularly interesting, as Levine describes the
build-up of pro-fascist sentiment in Canada during the 1930s. What read-
ers will probably find truly amazing – and disturbing, is the fact that the
popular sentiment among Canadians was strong opposition to letting
Jewish refugees into the country, not only before the war, but even after the
war when the full horrors of the Holocaust began to emerge. While the
book “None is Too Many” certainly peeled back the covers on the Federal
Liberal government’s almost categorical refusal to allow Jewish refugees
into Canada during the 1930s, when only 5,000 were allowed in, it might
come as a surprise to learn that even following the end of World War II only
35,000 survivors of the Holocaust were allowed to immigrate to Canada.

But, if there has been any one single issue that can be said to have moved
to the forefront of the Canadian Jewish community’s concern (if one can be
allowed to speak of the Jewish community in monolithic terms), according
to Levine it has been a focus on the State of Israel. Levine describes that
focus this way: “The Jewish state became the number-one focus for most
Canadian Jews, more critical for many of them than religious precepts.”

Although support for Israel has risen to the top of concerns for much of
our community, Levine also pays ample attention to the major impact that
left-wing groups have also had within Canadian Jewry. He devotes a fair
bit of attention, for instance, to describing activities of the United Jewish
People’s Order which, while it once may have played a significant role in
the affairs of some Canadian Jewish communities, especially here in
Winnipeg, has by now been reduced to a fringe role.

Levine is avowedly pro-Israel though, which would come as no surprise
to anyone who knows him, but he might have paid more attention to Jewish
groups other than UJPO which are quite critical of Israeli government poli-
cies. By no means is he a shill for the Jewish establishment, but one won-
ders whether his assessment that most Canadian Jews are strongly pro-
Israel is still as valid a contention as it once might have been, especially
within the younger generations of Jews.

Since there hasn’t been a comprehensive survey of Canadian Jewish atti-
tudes until quite recently (although this past summer CIJA did undertake
just such a survey across Canada), unlike the seminal Pew survey of
American Jews’ attitudes, which was done in 2013, and which showed how
little Jewish identity in America was tied to religion, also how support for
Israel was either only somewhat important to American Jews (39 per cent)
or not at all important (31 per cent), it is difficult to know whether Levine
is actually accurate when he suggests that support for the State of Israel “is
the number-one focus for most Canadian Jews”. He may be right on that
point, but since there is really no empirical data (yet) to confirm that point
of view, I wonder whether Levine might be off on that particular point.

Also, although Levine doesn’t like to predict the future of Canadian
Jewry, he spends a great deal of time describing the many institutions that
have been built by Jewish communities, including synagogues, schools,
community centres, senior homes and child & family services. He suggests
that “All the major cities have Jewish foundations with millions of dollars
in assets to continually raise funds and ensure the survival of the commu-
nities in the future.”

One might well ask, however, whether bricks and mortar are sufficient in
and of themselves to ensure the survival of various Jewish communities
(outside of major centres such as Toronto and Montreal, both of which have
a critical mass of populations of Jews that would seem to be able to guar-
antee survival as distinct Jewish communities for quite some time into the
future) . Levine refers to the very high intermarriage rate among Canadian
Jews, noting how much that rate has grown in the past few decades, and
observing that the “steadily rising intermarriage rate is indeed a cause for
concern.” Unfortunately the last year for which we have any reliable infor-
mation is 2011, when the intermarriage rate for Canadian Jews had reached

“26 per cent”, Levine writes.

When I interviewed him I
asked Levine whether he had
any predictions for the future of
Canadian Jewry, but he
demurred from doing that, say-
ing he’s a historian and prefers
to avoid getting into the predic-
tion game. Still, “Seeking the
Fabled City” shows that the
Canadian Jewish community
has, for the most part, followed
a certain trajectory, beginning
with a relatively slow emer-
gence as a cohesive communi-
ty, followed by a sudden and
rapid growth during the latter
part of the 19th century and first
part of the 20th century, fol-
lowed by a long period of
severe anti-Semitism which
didn’t really dissipate until well
into the second half of the 20th

century, followed by an integra-
tion into Canadian society as a whole especially during the 1960s and 70s
and the emergence of a strong and confident community. 

But, as has been the case throughout the history of the Jewish people, one
might well ask whether that integration into the larger society, and the
inevitable assimilation that follows, portends the end of an identifiable
“Jewish” community?

However one might choose to answer that question, “Seeking the Fabled
City” is a terrific read which shows how the Canadian Jewish community
went from being a small and relatively minor part of the larger community
to a successful and powerful community today. Levine is a highly accom-
plished writer who knows how to weave disparate threads together to tell a
cohesive story. One final word of warning though: Don’t be too disap-
pointed if your grandparents’ names aren’t mentioned in this book. I know
how many readers were furious with Levine after reading “Coming of Age”
for exactly that reason. (I did get a mention in this book, I don’t mind my
admitting though, when I was described as writing about the “machina-
tions” of Winnipeg’s Jewish community. I can’t think of a more appropri-
ate word to describe life within our own community here – full as it is of
intrigue that would befit a Shakespearean drama. See my story on page 1
about the latest shake-up in one of our major organizations here to prove
that point.)

Continued from previous page.

BARON MAURICE DE HIRSCH
donated $36 million in the late 1800s
and early 1900s for the development
of Jewish agricultural settlements.

EZEKIEL HART
first Jew elected to office in

Lower Canada
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Community newsThe Rady JCC Presents In The Know Series:
Doctor Keith Fowke, PhD

Using Aspirin to Prevent HIV: 
Science or Science Fiction?

The Rady JCC welcomes everyone to the In The Know our popular
daytime series featuring different lectures and discussions on a variety
of topics as well as arts presentations.  Programs on a selection of sub-
jects including arts, business, world issues, and much more will be fea-
tured. The programs include lunch followed by an engaging and inter-
esting talk with a special guest.

Please join us on Monday, November 5, for our third installment of
the In the Know featuring  Dr. Keith Fowke, PhD. 

Dr. Fowke is Professor and Head of the Department of Medical
Microbiology and Infectious Diseases at the University of
Manitoba. His laboratory focuses on defining cellular immune mech-
anisms of the control of, and resistance to, HIV infection.  Current
studies include understanding how to block the negative effects of HIV
and to restore the immune response to full capabilities and preventing
HIV infections by reducing inflammation at the genital tract.

Dr. Fowke has a particular interest in training young investigators
and, in addition to supervising a number of graduate student and post-
doctoral fellows, has helped organize a number of national and inter-
national workshops for young investigators and is principal investiga-
tor for the CIHR International Infectious Disease and Global Health
training Program.

In The Know includes a delicious lunch and is held in the Adult
Lounge at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street.

The next In The Know program will take place on Monday,
November 26 with Dr. Celia Rabinovitch, PhD.  Dr. Rabinovitch is
an artist, author and professor who has exhibited her paintings in
Canada, the US and Europe.  Transportation is available for In The
Know series. Please make arrangements upon registration. To register,
call (204) 477-7510 or got to www.radyjcc.com

Leonard Cohen concert plays to
sold-out crowd at Etz Chayim

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

Over 400 people
packed the auditori-
um of the Etz
Chayim Synagogue
Saturday evening
October 20 for a
concert dedicated to
the music of the late
Leonard Cohen.

Seated at tables
cabaret style, those
in attendance were
treated to a magical
evening featuring
five different
singers: Cantors
Len Udow (of
Temple Shalom
Congregation) and
Tracy Kasner Greaves (of Etz Chayim Congregation); Jessica Havey and
Nathaniel Goode (who are actually a married couple and occasionally
perform together as “A Nation of Two”); and a newcomer to Winnipeg,
Rabbanit Dorit Kosmin (who is married to Etz Chaim’s new rabbi, Klil
Rose).

With a narration provided by Bruce Sarbit during which he told stories
about Cohen’s life, the performers sang 11 songs altogether. Len Udow
kicked off the musical portion of the evening with a rendition of Cohen’s
very first song, “Suzanne”. Many of the songs that followed were ones
that conveyed Cohen’s frequent references to his Jewishness (although
Cohen was also a Zen Buddhist).

Nathaniel Goode sang “Who by Fire?”, which is taken from the well-
known Yom Kippur prayer (for which Bruce Sarbit provided a historical
explanation of its origin), also “The Story of Isaac”, about the Biblical
Isaac.

Later in the show a video of Cohen singing a song titled “Hineni” (Here
I am), which was on his very final album, titled “You Want it Darker”
(released shortly before his death in 2016) was shown on the auditorium
screen.

The final song of the evening was, of course, what has by now become
Cohen’s most famous song, “Hallelujah”, sung with Tracy Kasner
Greaves taking the lead role, with all four other singers joining in the
chorus. Sarbit explained that “Hallelujah” actually has 80 verses alto-
gether.

It was a beautiful evening all in all, but I had to wonder: Why was there
so much cheese on every table? I always thought of Leonard Cohen’s
music and poetry as a mixture of sweet & sour, but cheesy? (Just kidding,
Mary Ann Rosenbloom and Adeena Lungen, who were the chairs of the
planning group for the evening.)

The Talmud Torah Beth Jacob Synagogue played host to a special ser-
vice October 20 in which former members of the late Cantor Benjamin
Browntone’s choir recreated some of the melodies taught to them by
Brownstone or by Brownstone protegé Sam Simkin. In the picture
above are (l-r): ALLAN FINKEL, JACK BORODITSKY, PERRY
RUBENFELD, RON GALL, AL BENARROCH, CAREY BORODIT-
SKY, and MARSHALL DANA. 

Joining in the final song of the evening,
“Hallelujah”, were all five singers who per-
formed during the concert (l-r): Cantors
TRACY KASNER GREAVES and LEN
UDOW; Rabbanit DORIT KOSMIN; and the
married couple of NATHANIEL GOODE
and JESSICA HAVEY.

Former Brownstone choir members reunite at Talmud
Torah Beth Jacob Synagogue Saturday, October 20th
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By BERNIE BELLAN
Neil Lazarus is a London-born public speaker who

travels widely educating audiences how to advocate on
behalf of Israel. Over the course of any given year he
says that he typically speaks to over 30,000 individuals
in five different countries.

On Wednesday, October 24 Lazarus was in Winnipeg
to speak first to students at Gray Academy, then later to
an audience of all ages at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.
His appearance here, billed as “effective advocacy for
Israel” was sponsored by StandWithUs, an organization
whose primary purpose is to enable students to be
equipped with facts about Israel should they ever find
themselves in a situation where they are put on the
defensive by Israel haters – a frequent occurrence on uni-
versity campuses.

During his appearance at the Shaarey Zedek Lazarus
divided his presentation into two parts. The first, which took roughly an
hour and a half, was spent on providing an overview of the current politi-
cal situation in the Middle East. That was followed by a break for dinner.
Unfortunately I wasn’t able to stay for the remaining part of Lazarus’s pre-
sentation but, as he told the audience prior to the break, he was going to be
providing individuals with the kinds of information that would help them
to counter typical criticisms that are leveled against Israel on university
campuses. I was, however, able to find an excellent Youtube video in which
Lazarus provides exactly that sort of information, which I’ve used here to
write about Lazarus’s advice for students.

Lazarus is an excellent communicator. His constant self-deprecating
sense of humour is a useful tool in keeping the mood light, despite the often
quite serious nature of the themes he touches upon. If I had any qualms
about his presentation though, it would have to be his somewhat facile
approach to Israeli settlements on the West Bank. To suggest that the
Jewish people have a historical connection to the area referred to as Judea
and Samaria, as Lazarus and other defenders of settlements do, is not suf-
ficient justification for building settlements there. 

If I were a student who was asked to defend Israeli
settlement policies I would be very uncomfortable
resorting to a defense of those policies based on a his-
torical connection to the land. In fact, I would try to
avoid defending the settlements, pointing out instead,
as Lazarus did do during his talk, that former Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert was prepared to abandon 96% of
the West Bank in an offer made to Palestinian President
Mahmoud Abbas – along with giving Abbas another
4% of Israeli territory, but was turned down. 

That reservation about his approach aside, Lazarus
did offer some excellent insights into the current
Middle East. He suggested, for instance, that Israel is
no longer at the centre of discussion when it comes to
that area of the world.

Instead, referring to the Obama administration’s
move to enter into a treaty with Iran that would osten-

sibly limit the possibility of Iran’s producing nuclear weapons, “by signing
an agreement with Iran, the Obama administration reset the Middle East,”
Lazarus claimed.

“Now, instead of Israel being at the centre (of attention), Iran is on every-
one’s mind,” Lazarus suggested.

As for the Israel-Palestine conflict, Lazarus described what goes on
between the two sides as akin to “a game of chess according to the rules of
backgammon,” i.e., there is not at all a clear-cut path to negotiating any sort
of real peace agreement.

At the same time though, Lazarus insisted that “supporting Israel is not
negating Palestinians and their legitimate claims.” He also went on to say
that one “mustn’t lose hope to have some sort of dialogue with people who
are willing to engage in dialogue.”

Turning to the situation on university campuses across North America,
Lazarus did not hold out any lofty goals that would result in convincing
people who are vehemently opposed to the State of Israel to change their
minds. Rather, he simply held out the hope that we could have “a situation
on campuses which will allow people to have a conversation.”

Lazarus did offer this

StandWithUs hears from experienced advocate for Israel Neil Lazarus

Continued on page 19. See “StandWithUs”.

NEIL LAZARUS at the
Shaarey Zedek October 24



By BERNIE 
BELLAN

O
n Monday,
October 15 a
special event

marking the 30th

anniversary of the
March of the Living
was held in the
Berney Theatre of
the Asper Campus.
Gathered together
that evening were
former participants
on past marches,
along with friends
and family mem-
bers, as they lis-
tened to stories
about the march and
watched a film
about it. 

The idea for
March of the Living
came from two
Israelis: Avraham
Hirschson and Dr.
Shmuel Rosenman.
Their idea was to
create an educational program which would bring students from all over
the world to Poland, where they would see for themselves remnants of the
Holocaust. Following one week in Poland marchers have then traveled on
to Israel for another week.

Since 1988 over 250,000 high school students from countries all around
the world have participated in the march, which sees students walk in
silence between the death camps of Auschwitz and Birkenau. The actual
march always takes place on Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Memorial Day).
Students from Winnipeg high schools have been among the marchers from
the time of the very first march.

Roberta Malam who, since 2002, has been responsible for organizing the
Winnipeg students who have participated in the march, explained how
Winnipeg became connected to the march from its earliest days.

Years ago, Malam noted, the Superintendant of Jewish Education here
was someone by the name of Baruch Rand. According to Malam, Rand had
been reading an Israeli newspaper one day when he came across an ad giv-
ing information about what was to be the very first March of the Living.
Rand got in touch with Avraham Hirschson, thus paving the way for
Winnipeg students to be among the very first marchers.

Together with the students there have been thousands of adult marchers
as well, including Holocaust survivors, although as the years have gone on,
inevitably there have been fewer and fewer survivors going on the march.

Among that first group of marchers was Jessica Cogan, who was living
in Edmonton with her family at the time (and who went on the trip with the
contingent from Winnipeg). Cogan, who is President of the Jewish
National Fund Manitoba-Saskatchewan region, has also been on the march
since then with one of her own children and says she will be returning
again when her younger children reach high school age.

Laurel Malkin, who is currently President of the Jewish Federation, also
told the audience that she herself had been on the march in 2012. 

In 2004 Morris Faintuch accompanied marchers. While in Poland he took
some of the marchers to see what was once his family home there.

In 2006 survivor Robbie Waisman went on the march and showed other
marchers the secret location where he and others had made weapons to
fight the Nazis.

One very special person who has been associated with the March of the
Living since its inception has been Morris Henoch, the son of Holocaust
survivors, who has accompanied thousands of Winnipeg students on the
march over the years.

When Henoch was called up to say a few remarks, he found himself
welling up in tears, saying “I’m so blessed for being able to do this for 30
years. I only wish I could do it for another 30 years.

“I told my grandson Noah that when he goes on the march he will be able
to push me in a wheelchair.”

Former participants in March of the Living gather 
to commemorate its 30th anniversary
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Gray Academy students singing “The April Wind”,
composed by former Gray Academy student
Vadim Dreyzin while he, himself, was a participant
in one of the first Marches of the Living. (l-r):
NESYA GREAVES, ETHAN LEVENE, ZAHRA
SLUTCHUK, SOPHIE BRAUNSTEIN,
SAMANTHA WALDMAN. (To watch a video of
the students’ singing, go to The Jewish Post &
News website, jewishpostandnews.ca and click on
the video link.)

(l-r): JESSICA COGAN (a participant in the
very first March of the Living, in 1988);
MORRIS HENOCH, who has accompanied
Winnipeg high school students on every single
march since 1988; and ROBERTA MALAM,
who has been responsible for organizing
Winnipeg students on the march since 2002.
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PHILLIP (PHIL) RUBIN
May 28, 1937- September 16, 2018

It is with heavy hearts
that the family of Phil
Rubin announces his
peaceful passing on Sep-
tember 16, 2018 at the age
of 81 years. Phil took his
final breaths in the Pallia-
tive Care Unit of Riverview
Health Centre with his fam-
ily: wife, Ruthie, and
daughters, Marni and
Lainey, comforting him at
his side.

The funeral service was
held at Chesed Shel Emes
on September 17, 2018.
The service was officiated

by Rabbi A. Altein. Pallbearers were Rabbi S. Altein,
Hilary Avertick, Jeff Gilbert, Rabbi B. Heidingsfeld,
Mark Rubin, and Avi Saper. Internment took place at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.

Phil was born on May 28, 1937 in Ottawa, Ontario to
Max and Ida Rubin. At the age of seven, he, with his
family, relocated to Winnipeg where he grew up in The
North End. After graduating from St. John’s High
School, he attended the University of Manitoba, gradu-
ating from the Faculty of Engineering in 1962 with a
degree in Electrical Engineering. He began his work-
ing career with the Manitoba Telephone System and
retired from his position there in Communications and
Planning in 1992.

Phil enjoyed retirement during which he continued
to be actively involved in his wife’s and daughters’
many and various pursuits. He loved researching many
areas of interest to him and trading on the stock market.
Phil also enjoyed travelling. His most frequent destina-
tion was Los Angeles, California, where his late older
brother, Coleman, and family, as well as his late Auntie
Molly, resided. Besides California,he travelled to many
world destinations, the most memorable being the trip
he planned to New Zealand to celebrate Lainey’s
graduation from university.

On July 31, 1977, Phil married Ruthie Nimchonok.
They built a wonderful life together, establishing a
loving and welcoming home in River Heights. To-
gether they enjoyed hosting many family functions,
dinners, and religious holiday gatherings. They were
fond of attending Manitoba Theatre Centre and Jewish
Theatre productions with their close friends. Espe-
cially their life revolved around the interests and activi-
ties of their daughters.

Phil was an involved Father and Grandfather. He
adored his daughters and granddaughters, Iris and
Amelia. He heartily welcomed his son-in-law, Hilary,
Marni’s husband, into his life. Phil was a soft spoken

man of few words, but many kind and thoughtful
deeds. He shied away from public recognition, prefer-
ring to be in the background providing assistance to
family and friends without fanfare.

Phil was rarely ill. He was always considered in good
health until he was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid
Leukemia in the fall of 2016. He maintained a very
positive attitude toward his struggles with this disease,
never bitter nor angry about his situation. He was an
exemplary patient who cooperated with his medical
team, always expressing appreciation for all they did.
He and his family were grateful for the care and
guidance of Drs. Semus, Rimmer, Paulson, Gingrich
and, of course, his G.P., Dr. van Jaarsveldt. An integral
part of Phil’s treatment was organized by Jackie
Chahine, his Clinical Trial Nurse, to whom Phil and his
family were extremely grateful. Phil and his family
were also so thankful for the home-based physiotherapy
provided by Lisa Mills-Hutton. His whole medical
team provided him with outstanding care and compas-
sion. Great thanks go to all of the people, too numerous
to mention individually, who provided Phil with lov-
ing, kind,and thorough care: the amazing staff of HSC
on GB3; the outstanding Nurses, Healthcare Aides,
and Respite workers of WRHA’s Homecare team who
treated Phil with dignity and respect, not only seeing to
his medical and physical well-being, but giving him
emotional support. In his final days, his family was
thankful to the remarkable staff on the Palliative Care
Unit at Riverview Health Centre, who ensured Phil was
free of pain and comfortable to the end.

Phil and Ruthie were blessed with the love and
support of a large group of family and friends who
readily provided them with spiritual and emotional
comfort, as well as practical assistance. Whether they
lived near or far, they were ever present in Phil and
Ruthie’s lives during Phil’s illness. His family wishes
to express their heartfelt gratitude to each and everyone
of them!

Phil is survived by his wife, Ruthie (Nimchonok),
daughters: Marni (Hilary Avertick), and Lainey; and
granddaughters: Iris and Amelia Avertick; Sisters-in-
law, Elly Rubin and Shelley Nimchonok; Brother -in-
law, Meyer Nimchonok; numerous devoted Nieces
and Nephews and their children, and many loving
Cousins. He was predeceased by his parents: Max and
Ida (Freedman) Rubin; and brother, Coleman Rubin.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Chabad
of Winnipeg, 1845 Mathers Avenue, Winnipeg, MB
R3N 0N2 or to Cancercare Foundation of Manitoba,
Psychosocial Oncology, 1160-675 McDermot Ave.
Winnipeg, MB R3E 0V9

We bid farewell to a man whose love was
constant, whose heart was pure,

and whose memory will last Forever.
Rest In Peace, dearest Phil/Dad!

MYRNA KREEL
It is with great sadness

that we announce the pass-
ing of Myrna Kreel on Sep-
tember 28, 2018, at the
Seven Oaks Hospital. She
was 87 years of age. She is
survived by her husband,
Harry, her daughter,
Eileen, her son Darrell, and
her grandson Benjamin.
She was pre-deceased by
her parents, Benjamin and
Yetta Mitchell, and her sis-

ter, Corrine Greenberg.
Myrna was born in Winnipeg and grew up in Winni-

peg’s North End. She attended Aberdeen School, the
I.L. Peretz Folk School, and St. John’s High School,
following which she worked as a stenographer. She
married Harry in 1950 and together they had a very
active social life. Myrna had many friends, with whom
she enjoyed socializing over the years. She and Harry
also loved to travel. She was very involved with “Pio-
neer Women” for decades, as well as the I.L. Peretz
Folk School “Muter Ferein”. Above all, Myrna was
devoted to her family.

The family would like to thank the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue for attending  to all of the arrangements, on
very short notice, during the week of Succoth, as well
as Sheryl Levine and Steve Hayman for their kind
assistance. The family would also like to express its
deep appreciation to the staff on the fourth floor of the
Seven Oaks Hospital, for the excellent and compas-
sionate care which was given to Myrna during the final
weeks and days of her life.

ELAINE (FOOTLICK) PAUL
We are deeply saddened

to announce the peaceful
passing of Elaine (Footlick)
Paul , matriarch of our fam-
ily, on Wednesday, Octo-
ber 10 , 2018 at the age of
90.

Elaine’s memory will be
forever cherished by her
children, Rory Paul and his
partner Barbie Shukster,
Andria and Greg Rodin,

Carla Paul and Marcia Paul; grandchildren, Ryan and
Amanda Paul, Alisha and Jon Dart, Jordana Etkin,
Diandra Etkin, Dylan Coutts, Liam Coutts, Isaac Rodin
and Lara Rodin; great-grandchildren, Roan, Asher,
Emmy and Zev; her brother Jerry Footlick, brother and
sister-in-law Ike and Kay Footlick, nieces, nephews
and her many relatives and friends.

Elaine’s was a life exceedingly well lived. She lived
life to the fullest and on her own terms, which for her
meant actively, with positivity, dedication to family
and compassionate activism for the benefit of others.
She was a devoted, loving wife, mother, grandmother
and great-grandmother who took immense joy, delight
and pride in her family.

Elaine was predeceased by the love of her life,
childhood sweetheart, life partner and husband of 41
years, her beloved Leonard Paul who passed away 27
years ago. Elaine and Leonard’s love and devotion to
each other and to their family was remarkable and truly
inspirational. Theirs was a union meant to last an
eternity and we have no doubt it will.

Elaine accomplished much for her community in her
lifetime. She helped found the Bnay Abraham Syna-
gogue and served on its executive board as President of
the Sisterhood. She was an active, lifetime member and
leader in community organizations including Hadassah,
Pioneer Women, ORT, Massada, Na’amat and B’nai
Brith Women.

Elaine was co-founder of the Manitoba Association
for Children With Learning Disabilities (MACLD)
now known as Learning Disabilities Association of
Manitoba (LDAM). She was a tenacious advocate for
children with learning disabilities and was a pioneer in
Manitoba in ensuring the school system recognized
students with learning disabilities and educated them
accordingly so that their full potential could be achieved.

Elaine was recognized by the Seven Oaks School
Division as it longest serving volunteer. For over 43
years she taught elementary school students how to
read.

A graveside funeral service took place on Friday,
October 12, 2018 at Bnay Abraham Cemetery offici-
ated by Cantor Tracy Kasner-Greaves. Pallbearers
were Greg Rodin, Ryan Paul, Alisha Dart, Jordana
Etkin, Diandra Etkin, Liam Coutts and Isaac Rodin.

Our love for and memories of Mom/Baba Elaine will
never diminish and will always serve as a source of
strength, comfort, guidance and inspiration.

If desired, tributes in Elaine’s memory may be made
to Learning Disabilities Association of Manitoba
(LDAM) (204) 774-1821 or CancerCare Manitoba
Foundation (directed to pediatric cancer research) (204)
787-2197 or a charity of your choice.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
OCT.  31

Unveiling

The family and friends
 of the late

MIRIAM ROSE
PINCZOWSKI z”l
announce the unveiling of a
headstone dedicated to her

loving memory on
Sunday, November 11, 2018

at 12 noon
at the

Shaarey Zedek Cemetery.
Rabbi Kliel Rose

will officiate.
A luncheon and reception

will follow at
Congregation Etz Chaim.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

NOV.  7

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ANNE CONNER
who passed away

November 21, 1992
25 Days in Cheshvan, 5754

In mind a constant thought,
in heart a silent sorrow.
— With tears in our eyes and
ache in our hearts, we light
the twenty-sixth candle in your
beautiful memory.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SALLY MALIAN
GLOBERMAN

who passed away
November 5, 1999

26 Days in Cheshvan
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

14th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISADORE JACK
GUTKIN

who passed away
November 11, 2004
28 days in Cheshvan

As time unfolds another year
silent memories keep you near.
— Dearly loved & forever
missed by your wife Ruth,
sons Terry (Carole), Donald
(Belva), grandchildren,  great-
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
ITSCOVICH

who passed away
November 6, 1999

28 Days in Chesvan
There was no time to say
goodbye
The day you went away.
You left us so suddenly,
Nineteen years ago today.
Our hearts still ache with
sadness.
And silent tears still flow.
For what it means to lose you
No one will ever know.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your loving son,
grandson, family & friends.

19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAUL
MORANTZ
who passed away
November 1, 2014

9 days in Cheshvan, 5775
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN
DANIEL

POLLOCK
November 13, 1982

27 Days in Cheshvan
"Once there was a blessing."
— Ever remembered and
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM SELLERS
who passed away

November 10, 2009
23 Days in Cheshvan

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

GLADYS
(Waldman)
SHAFFER
who passed away
November 9, 1982

23 Days in Cheshvan
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children.

In loving memory of

RONALD
SILVER

who passed away
November 15, 2009

28 Days in Cheshvan
Always in our thoughts
Loved and remembered every
day
– Your loving wife Rita,
children, grandchildren and
sisters.

In Memoriam
9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRWIN SIMMS
who passed away

November 12, 1985
28 Days in Cheshvan

— Sadly missed and ever
remembered by your loving
son Martin and family.

In Memoriam

DOLLY
TOLCHINSKY

who passed away
October 27, 2015

15 days in Cheshvan

NORMAN
TOLCHINSKY

who passed away
November 22, 2011
26 days in Cheshvan

In loving memory of

— In our hearts and sadly missed by children, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of

MYER COHEN
who passed away

November 15, 1993
2 Days in Kislev, 5754

Always in our thoughts and in
our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANK (Efraim)
FLEISHER
who passed away

3 days in Kislev, 5764
November 28, 2003

— Sadly missed and fondly
remembered by his children
Gideon and Raisa and friend
Marja in Holland, his brother
William, sister in law Doreen
and nephews Zach and Ben in
Winnipeg and relatives in
Israel.

15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of our
beloved daughter & sister

ORIT YONA
ITZHAKI

who passed away
November 14, 1974

29 Days in Cheshvan, 5735
— You are always in our hearts
and are missed and loved daily
by your mother and brother.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
beloved husband,
father and zaida

ALLAN
NATHAN
MANDEL

who passed away on
November 6, 2002

1 Day in Kislev
We can smile because you
have lived.
We can open our eyes and see
what you left.
We shall cherish your memory
and let it live on.
We love you and miss you more
than words can say.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ANGELA
ENGEL

who passed away
November 13, 1993

30 Days in Cheshvan
— Sadly missed by her
husband, children, grand-
children, mother, and family.

In loving memory of

GERTIE
KOWALL
who passed away

November 25, 2014
3 days in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

BESSIE
MASLOVSKY

who passed away
November 28, 2000

1 day in Kislev
— Ever remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SHEP NERMAN
who passed away
November 7, 1991

30th Day in Cheshvan, 5752
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, Reesa,
beloved son, Seth, daughter-
in-law Patricia, mother,
brothers, sister, family and
friends.

In loving memory of

DALE NOREEN
RAYTER

who passed away
November 29, 2000

2 Days in Kislev
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by  husband
Ian Rayter, sons Jared and
Aaron, sister Beryl Walsh,
and brother Howard.

In Memoriam
Eighteenth Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LAWRENCE
SINGER

who passed away
November 25th, 2014
3 days in Kislev, 5775

— A sweet and gentle soul.
Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his 5 daughters,
sons-in-law, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TOM
SPRINGMAN

who passed away
November 29, 2008

2 days in Kislev
— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.

In loving memory of

SAM
DESHELL
who passed away

November 11, 2017
22 days in Cheshvan

— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
family  and  friends.

We miss you Sam.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

— Forever loved and missed by your children, grandchildren,
and great-grandchildren.

SAM GORDON
who passed away
November 7, 2012
4 Days in Kislev

RUTH GORDON
who passed away
December 1, 2012
28 Days in Kislev

By JONATHAN WEISMAN October 28, 2018 
(JTA)— Last August, when I was speaking at a synagogue in East

Hampton about a rising tide of anti-Semitism and intolerance, a congregant
stood to tell me that the number of right-wing anti-Semites in this country
could fit in that sanctuary.

The problem, he assured me, was not the neo-Nazis, “alt-right” white
nationalists and virulent anti-immigrant voices filling my social media
feeds — but the anti-Zionists on college campuses.

The massacre of Jews in Pittsburgh on Saturday came sadly as no sur-
prise to me. I was one of dozens of Jewish journalists targeted by anti-
Semites during the 2016 campaign, showered with the ugliest, most violent
anti-Semitic imagery imaginable, my face photoshopped on Holocaust vic-
tims, my path into Auschwitz accented by gates that read “Machen
Amerika Great Again.”

I have spent the last two years trolling around the darker corners of
4Chan, 8Chan, Reddit and Gab. I have visited the Daily Stormer’s website
so frequently I may be on an F.B.I. watchlist. I know what’s out there.

And since the publication last spring of my book “(((Semitism))): Being
Jewish in America in the Age of Trump,” I have traversed the country to
warn of the dangers of rising nationalism, organized bigotry and anti-
Semitic hate. My message: Don’t kid yourself that the most violent forms
of hate have been aimed at others — blacks, Muslims, Latino immigrants.
Don’t ever think that your government’s pro-Israel policies reflect a toler-
ance of Jews. We are all in this together.

In most places, synagogues, Jewish community centers, independent
bookstores, that message seems to have been absorbed. But virtually
everywhere I have gone — especially in Orthodox communities — there
have been audience members, sometimes most of them, that have angrily
rejected that message.

I have been called a self-hating Jew, deluded, paranoid. President Trump
moved the American embassy to Jerusalem, abrogated the Iran nuclear
deal, done whatever Benjamin Netanyahu has asked of him. His Orthodox
son-in-law is one of his closest advisers. His beloved daughter is a convert.
His grandchildren are Jewish.

No, I am told, the scattering of bigots on the fringes of his orbit are of no
concern. The BDS movement — Boycott, Divest from and Sanction Israel
— is the threat, as are the voices on the left speaking out against Israeli
policies and actions toward the Palestinians. Oh, and Louis Farrakhan.

But Farrakhan, if he ever had power, peaked in 1995 with the Million
Man March. It has been downhill ever since. Louis Farrakhan, from his
South Side of Chicago mosque, can’t muster 100,000 fascists to the streets
of Budapest, like Viktor Orban can. He cannot pass a law through parlia-
ment declaring it illegal to even suggest that Poles had anything to do with
the Holocaust. He cannot win a plurality of seats in the Italian parliament.
And he will not be runner-up in the next French election.

We have to consider where power is rising, and the Nationalist Right is a
global movement, from Manila to Milan, from Warsaw to Washington —
and frankly, in Jerusalem too. President Trump disparages “globalists” —
his presidential campaign’s final, closing ad inveighed against “global spe-
cial interests” as the Jewish faces of Lloyd Blankfein, the Goldman Sachs
chief; George Soros, the billionaire philanthropist, and Janet Yellen, the
Federal Reserve chair, crossed the screen. But the fact is, “globalist” senti-
ments — eras of international cooperation and blurred borders — have
been essential to Jewish good fortunes.

When Robert Bowers interrupted Shabbat services on Saturday, and
gunned down 11 people, he was self-radicalized like many others on the far
right, with propaganda that convinced him that the International Jew was
the threat, orchestrating and financing the invasion of this country by

brown-skinned marauders intent on diminishing
the stature of the white race — his race, his
identity.

The item of fake news that pushed him to
homicide was The Tree of Life Congregation’s
involvement in a Jewish organization, HIAS,
that helps resettle refugees. A gesture of Jewish
altruism — charity toward the displaced, many
of them Muslims — was seen as yet another
outrage in the Jewish-orchestrated “White
Genocide.”

“HIAS likes to bring invaders in that kill our
people,” he wrote on Gab, the social network
preferred by the “alt-right.” “I can’t sit by and
watch my people get slaughtered. Screw your
optics. I’m going in.”

I’d like to go back and find the man who told
me with such confidence that right-wing anti-
Semitism is not a threat. I am quite confident
he may have a reason why he was right and I
was wrong.

I don’t mean to suggest here that anti-
Semitism is somehow the fault of the Semites.
But other communities in history have turned a
blind eye to the threats gathering around them.

It is time we open our eyes.
(Jonathan Weisman is deputy Washington

editor at The New York Times.)
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It’s time for Jews to open our eyes to the
anti-Semitism building on the right

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

TOM
SPRINGMAN

who passed away
November 29, 2008

2 days in Kislev
— Lovingly remembered by
his children and grand-
children.
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Joanne Seiff

My kids have developed a fascination with the
PBS TV show “This Old House.” They love
watching how old houses are fixed, restored, and
cared for by these talented workmen. I have
always liked this show too…and as it goes, this
is a pretty safe way to share “adult” TV pro-
gramming with seven year olds.

Over Thanksgiving, one of my boys decided
that we should all sit on the couch. Mommy

would help one boy with his knitting and the other with his crochet and we
would watch this show. Well? It would be a great weekend. (This kid also
suggested we eat potatoes, noodles, and rice for dinner, thus creating the
ultimate “couch potato” definition!)

While this may just be a funny episode in our family life, it’s a good
reminder that we’re all quirky folk. My family might be ‘different’–but in
reading the weekly Torah Portions from Simchat Torah onwards in
Genesis? We learn that historically, the Jewish people originate from inter-
esting stock. So, if we look to our ancestors (way, way back) to inform our
understanding of ourselves? …that might be a good thing.

There’s plenty of negativity in Genesis (Bereshit) in terms of how people
behave towards one another. It’s a reminder, without giving a list of every
kind of licentious or bad behavior, that we have the capacity to do each
other great harm. There are murders and #MeToo sexual assaults. There are
also people held up as role models, despite their flaws.

There are Abraham and Sarah, who welcome in guests, make them bread
and offer them hospitality…and then Sarah demonstrates that having a
sense of humor goes a long way. When told she would give birth to Isaac
as an old woman, she laughs. This was a great response in many ways–she
has a healthy sense of both humor and skepticism about the world.

There’s Rebecca, who offers (more) hospitality to Abraham’s servant.
Isaac is so respectful of his father that he follows him up Mount Moriah to
do a sacrifice…even when it seems clear that he will be killed. 

Genesis offers one story after another. Each one deserves examination.
However, when doing a quick reading through several of these episodes, I
saw how different the characters are from one another. Some individuals
struggle with what they learn from G-d, and some are believers. Others,
like the people of Sodom and Gomorrah, are deemed irretrievably
flawed…but Lot’s wife, who is initially saved, is too curious or skeptical,
and turns to salt anyway.

I pondered some of this as we watched the ‘guys’ from “This Old House”
go to Texas to help after Hurricane Harvey hit Houston. 

We described the terrible flooding from hurricanes and boat rescues to
our kids in ways they would understand, so we talked about Noah and the
ark. On another episode, we learned that one of the young apprentices on
the show had passed away in his sleep, from a long-time medical condition.

He was age 18. So we paused the TV show. We talked about how he
worked hard and did good work, and his family and the people he worked
with –all loved him. That his death was a shock and very sad, but that we
believe, as Jewish people, that when a person’s body was buried, his soul
went up to be with G-d.

There is no perfect way to talk about life-threatening storms or untimely
death. Though we try to shield our kids from the hardest things in the news,
truth be told, the gentle teaching of the real life craftsmen and parents on
“This Old House” was just right for my kids to understand. Between very
basic Torah stories and real life events, we had a lot of help in trying to talk
about these hard issues.

Even as an adult, sorting through the stories in Genesis seems daunt-
ing…just as coping with the news has been. My husband and I have both
lived in places where we’ve experienced tornadoes and hurricanes. I wish
I could spare others the experience of waiting in the cellar until the storm
passes. However, I’ve been struck by the commonalities I’ve
seen…between our weekly Torah portions and these real life challenges.

–It’s important, when facing adversity, to offer generous hospitality and
kindness to those around you.

–It’s good to give respect to your elders and those who might be able to
lead you through hard experiences.

–Being a resourceful ‘maker’–someone who builds or creates what he or
she needs during an emergency, can save a life or bring forth life. 

–A sense of humor can help us through really difficult challenges.
The people who suffer through losing everything during life threatening

situations like hurricanes and tornadoes are just like everyone else. They’re
individuals, who may be quirky or kind, who do good and bad things. It can
be hard to relate to their situation and remember that beyond all our differ-
ences and preferences, they are just like you and me. 

We read Genesis every year at synagogue. We revisit these ancestors and
remember how they persevered through difficult experiences. It’s a chance
to imagine yourself not just as Abraham or Isaac, but as Hagar abandoned
with an infant, or Keturah, a second wife. We can be Noah’s family in the
flood…just as many hurricane survivors might have felt.

Religious traditions interpret these Biblical stories in different ways, but
in watching “This Old House” we see people rebuild houses after a hurri-
cane, and how they offer each other food, water, tools, and other necessi-
ties. This reminded me some lessons are the same for everybody.
Hospitality, kindness, respect, resourcefulness…and a good sense of
humor? Whether you learn them from Genesis or from fix-it shows on TV,
they help bring us together in positive ways. 

Joanne Seiff has written for CBC-Manitoba as well as Jewish publica-
tions like this one. She’s the author of three books, including one about the
Winnipeg Jewish Community– From the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns
2015-2016. Read more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com

Torah and “This Old House” – what do they have in common?

By

JOANNE SEIFF
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Gerry Posner

It may not be that well known, but not that long
ago, Shaarey Zedek Synagogue implemented
live streaming in order for a person to participate
in synagogue services each and every day. What
was once just an audio service became a full
video experience. 

The results of this attempt to bring the syna-
gogue to the viewer are not yet clear and it may
be some time before understanding the implica-

tions from the delivery of the synagogue service, be it a morning or
evening, or even Shabbat, can be interpreted completely. 

But, for what it is worth, here is my take from this new way (for me) to
go to Shul. 

Clearly, the Orthodox would not be fans of this streaming form of service
though they would not oppose it, I suspect, for the services offered each
morning and evening. What would offend the Orthodox and indeed some
Conservative synagogues would be the operation of a microphone and
video equipment on the Sabbath (likely even if it were handled by a non-
Jew). 

And of course, that does not address the real elephant in the room. That
is, what are you, the viewer, doing on a computer on  Shabbat? That is for-
bidden. Therefore, one has to recognize that this kind of delivery of a
Shabbat service is foreign to many Jews. Still, Shaarey Zedek has not rein-
vented the wheel as there are other synagogues, mainly in the United States
and within the Reform movement, that offer this very same kind of format. 

From what I have uncovered, those that have had the opportunity to
watch the service at home or elsewhere other than in the synagogue setting
have had positive comments about it.

I have tried viewing the service on several occasions. The real problem I
have with watching the Shabbat service in Winnipeg from my former syn-
agogue is the question of whether or not I want to live in the past and con-
nect with my Winnipeg roots or stay in the present and attend synagogue
here in Toronto. 

This for me is not an easy question to answer. When I do stay home,
whether it is by choice, illness or otherwise, I will say I have absolutely
been grateful for the chance to be a participant in the service, even in a
remote way. Still, by opting to watch a service online, I am, at the same
time, opting not to go to a real live service in Toronto. 

The second issue for me is just what are my obligations as I watch the
service. Do I put on a kippah and a tallis? Should I stand when the ark is
opened and what about the Mourner’s Kaddish? Is there any requirement
on me for that part of the service? These are but a few of the questions I
have as I gaze onto the screen. 

Interestingly enough, I sometimes feel that I get a better view of the pro-
ceedings on the bimah than those who are actually in the synagogue. You
might well compare it to watching a sporting event where the camera gives
a detailed and clear picture of what is transpiring on the field. The only dif-
ference is that I do not get an instant replay of the Hagbah lifting the Torah.
In fact, there are no replays or challenges, as in Tennis. 

I might point out to those people who are reading this article and who are
regular synagogue attendees or even those who attend occasionally, they
should be aware that I can see almost every move they make. Thus, if they
choose to talk to their neighbour during the Torah reading and if the cam-
era alights on them for a few moments, I see this not so timely conversa-
tion.

What I really appreciate however, more than any other aspect of the live

streaming service, is the capacity to watch a funeral service. Now, it is true
that the synagogue will only video the funeral if the family authorizes it,
but when the green light is given, I say that it is quite a sobering experience
to participate in the funeral as the emotions of that moment capture me,
even remotely. I have often started to cry even though I am alone right in
front of my screen. 

I have yet to see a wedding online, but I suppose that too could occur if
the family were aboard. 

What would the synagogue not show, you ask? I suspect a bris performed
at the synagogue would not make the cut, if you pardon the pun. 

I will state that I am a fan of the live streaming and it must be a huge suc-
cess in terms of reaching the shut ins wherever they may be. And no doubt
there are many ex-Shaarey Zedek members who appreciate the opportuni-
ty to reconnect with their friends and family through this relatively new
technology. 

The family that made it happen was Dr. and Mrs. Ted Lyons who funded
the creation and operation of the live streaming. To them, I give a Yasher
Koach. 

One could say, and I am sure it has been said, that a major downside of
watching the service live is that if it becomes too popular, just like a sport-
ing event, you could argue that members might decide to stay home and
watch it all from the comfort of their bedroom rather then get up and go to
synagogue to be a part of the service. 

After all, the weather might be lousy or you might not feel well that day
or you just may not want to get dressed for synagogue. Any number of rea-
sons might cause a person to stay home and watch the service. 

If too many people made that move, just as in professional sports, the
actual synagogue service or sporting event might have far fewer people in
the seats or stands. It could happen, but what could save the day for the syn-
agogue is the kiddish afterwards. 

Somehow, the joy of eating after the service in your own kitchen is not
the same as in the synagogue setting. There are no sliders (sandwiches
which slide down) at home like you get at Shaarey Zedek Synagogue. And
most significantly, you just cannot schmooze at home like you do in Shul. 

Thus, all things considered, I subscribe to this new way to pray. I do not
broadcast it to my Orthodox friends however. 

The synagogue view from afar 

By

GERRY POSNER

Police say Netanyahu corruption 
investigations are completed

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Police in Israel said they have completed three
corruption investigations into Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit likely will make a decision on
whether to indict Netanyahu in one or all of the cases in the first four
months of 2019, Hadashot news reported Wednesday.

The timetable for the recommendations “will surprise everyone,” an
unnamed source in the prosecutors’ office told Hadashot. The investiga-
tions took some 2 1/2 years.

Netanyahu has been questioned 12 times in cases 1000, 2000 and 4000,
which allege receiving gifts and benefits in exchange for political favors.
He denies the allegations.

Police recommended earlier this year that Netanyahu be indicted in
cases 1000 and 2000.

With the conclusion of the investigations, investigators will write up
their findings and a recommendation. They also will revisit cases 1000
and 2000, since they were reopened for a new state’s witness.
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Community news

I
t was in the late
spring that the
Shore family

received some
troubling news –
breast cancer.
Both parents sat
down with Maya
(12) to share the

news.
“I was really upset,” said Maya. “But, it

wasn’t like...it’s obviously a big deal...but, I
knew she [Maya’s mom] had love and sup-
port. So, I knew she was going to get through
it.”

Still, the news weighed on Maya, who,
even back then, had already learned a lot
about cancer, as her grandmother had lung
cancer.

As well, Maya said, “I like doctor-y stuff. I
want to be a surgeon when I’m older, so I
know a lot about that stuff. I knew what was
going to happen and it wasn’t a big surprise
to me. It was a bump in the road that we had
to get over.”

Maya began looking into ways she could
help and learned of the Breast Cancer Run
for the Cure. This provided a means for
Maya to be able to help her mom and other moms, while also doing an
activity she already enjoys.

“I love running,” said Maya. “I donated $1000 to kick off my Run for the
Cure. I wanted to do it – not just for my mom, but for other women battling
breast cancer.”

Maya’s initial goal was to raise $5000, but it didn’t take long to reach
that. So, she changed it to $10,000, which was raised, and then to $15,000
– most recently setting the bar even higher for a goal of raising $20,000.

“The last time I checked, I was at $19,520,” said Maya.
Sean Shore, Maya’s dad, was really excited about the run. “The idea of

making a donation was her [Maya’s] idea,” said Sean, noting the $1000
donation made by Maya came from her savings and birthday money.
“Then, when she found the actual Breast Cancer Run for the Cure site, she
knew immediately that’s what she wanted to do and it grew from there.

“Once her page was set up, there’s some very helpful functionality to
transmit the page and the desire to fundraise to connections and people you
know. I had also put it out on my LinkedIn page, and that’s when I think a

few people picked it up on Facebook and Twitter.
“Then, she started getting donations from all over the

place – from the U.S. and from countries in Europe. It’s
taken on a life of its own and it’s great to see, because
she has taken a lot of the initiative herself and really

wants to make the run successful for all women and to help end this dis-
ease once and for all.”

Maya did the Run for the Cure along with her dad (Sean) and sister, Leah,
but they were not alone. They had over 50 people join their team, which
was dubbed “Team Maya Shore.” They also had the P2G delegation from
Israel join them for the run.

“Maya’s team was one of the first teams to reach a threshold in fundrais-
ing, which was $10,000,” said Sean. “So, she is one of three teams in the
Winnipeg run that has a tent set up for her and her team to congregate on
the morning of the run. And they printed t-shirts for Team Maya Shore.

“A lot of people came together this year to make this a great run.”
Team Maya Shore participated in The Run for the Cure on Sept 30, but

donations are still welcome for a while longer and can be made by visiting
http://www.supportcbcf.com/site/TR/RunfortheCureFY19/RFTC19?team_
id=112415&pg=team&fr_id=2711.

Overall, after the run, Sean said, “It was a great day and Maya’s team had
a huge turnout of family, friends, and students from the Gray Academy.”

12-year-old Winnipegger shines in raising breast cancer awareness and funds

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

The Entire P2G delegation that walked with the
Shores and kids from Gray Academy 

SEAN, LEAH, and MAYA SHORE

assessment of the mercurial president of
the United States: “It would not surprise
me if Donald Trump was the first presi-
dent of the United States to recognize a

Palestinian state…Israel cannot say no to Donald Trump” (after he moved
the American embassy to Jerusalem). 

“President Trump has said more than once that the Palestinians are going
to get something and they’re going to be surprised,” Lazarus noted. 

The problem, however, as Lazarus explained, is that while President
Obama may have made Iran the cornerstone of his Middle East policy,
President Trump instead has made Saudi Arabia the cornerstone of his
Middle East policy.

Unfortunately, “the problem is you bring into question the whole prob-
lem of making Saudi Arabia a cornerstone of your policy when you mur-
der a journalist,” he said, just before taking some questions and breaking
for dinner.

As I mentioned previously, I wasn’t able to stay for the second part of
Lazarus’s presentation, which he said would deal with practical methods
by which students could equip themselves to defend themselves against
typical criticisms of Israel.

In a Youtube video titled “Neil Lazarus answers difficult questions about
Israel”, here is some of the advice he gives about defending against criti-
cisms of Israel relating to: the accusation Israel is an apartheid state; the
security wall; settlements; and alleged “massacres” in Gaza.

“One of the questions they’re going to ask you about,” he says in the
video, is about “the wall – why did Israel build that wall?” and “the check-
points” that prevent Palestinians from gaining easy entry into Israel.

“We built it,” Lazarus explains, “because of what happened in the sec-
ond intifada, when day after day suicide bombers were coming into Israel
and killing women, children, and families…The moment Israel increased
its security those suicide bombings stopped.”

Turning to the issue of settlements (and this is what I referenced earlier
when I said I had a real problem with Lazarus’s defense of the settle-
ments), he says in the video that “Israel has a right to build in the West

Bank because there’s a historical connection of the Jewish people that
goes back thousands of years….The real question is: ‘Are the settlements
a block to peace or is the real problem that Palestinians don’t recognize
Israel’s right to be a Jewish state?’ ”

Lazarus also deals with the suggestion that Israel was “massacring”
civilians in Gaza (although this particular video was made in 2015, short-
ly after Operation Protective Edge in the summer of 2014, when violence
in that area had led to many more civilian deaths than has been the case
since, notwithstanding recent outbreaks of violence during Palestinian
attempts to break through the border fence between Israel and Gaza).
Lazarus refutes those claims by pointing to the repeated use of civilians by
Hamas, either as human shields or as tools to be launched against Israel so
as to invite Israeli retaliation.

He also refutes the notion that Israel is forcing a humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, noting that Israel provides Gaza with aid, medicine, and food daily.
(Also during his talk at the Shaarey Zedek Lazarus pointed out that elec-
tricity for Gaza mostly comes from Israel, as well as partly from a power
plant in Gaza which is fueled by oil coming from Israel.)

Lazarus deals with the accusation that Israel is an “apartheid” state,
which he terms ridiculous. In Israel, he points out, you will find Arab and
Israeli students sitting alongside one another at Israeli universities; Arab
judges in Israeli courts; and Arab Members of the Knesset – as just some
examples how Arabs are accepted within Israeli society.

Finally, Lazarus summarizes some specific tactics in countering criti-
cisms of Israel on campus: 

1. Know your audience. “You’re going to have to change the lan-
guage that you use according to the audience.”

2. Have a message – but keep it to 30 seconds.
3. Show empathy – talk about peace: “Keep positive; always look for

the light at the end of the tunnel.”
4. “Learn more: Go on to the internet and learn as much as you pos-

sibly can.”
5. “Be prepared. That’s the most important tool you can have to be an

ambassador for Israel.”

StandWithUs
Continued from page 12.



20 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, October 31, 2018

Theatre news

Reviewed by BERNIE BELLAN

Ican’t remember exactly the first time I heard of “Dr.
Ruth”. It was probably sometime in the 1970s when
she began to garner a great deal of attention on some

of the most popular television shows of that era, espe-
cially Johnny Carson’s “Tonight Show”.

Of course, the sight of a diminutive and grandmoth-
erly woman in her 60s dishing out sex advice in the
frankest possible terms without blanching was certain-
ly a novelty. But, other than knowing that she was
Jewish and spoke with a German accent, I can’t say that
I knew a great deal about her background.

Now, in a pulsating 90-minute show the Winnipeg
Jewish Theatre will be treating local audiences to a
treat of a one-woman play starring the irrepressible
Mariam Bernstein. First brought to the stage in New
York City in 2012, “Becoming Dr. Ruth” is a perfect
vehicle for an actor who can combine dramatic storytelling with a flair for
delivering a perfect one-liner, as Bernstein does in her performance.

Set in Dr. Ruth’s Washington Heights apartment shortly after the death of
her third – and truly beloved third husband Fred, “Becoming Dr. Ruth” tells
the story of  the woman who was born Karola Ruth Siegel in 1928 in
Frankfurt, Germany. Dr. Ruth’s story, even before she achieved great
renown as a sex therapist, is a fascinating one. 

Although the story is told somewhat chronologically, it skips back and
forth from the present (in 1997) to the past, as Dr. Ruth tells one story after
another how she managed to be the only member in her family to survive
the Holocaust. One awful moment that she recalls with explicit detail is
when her father is taken away shortly after Kristallnacht, in 1938. As he is
being led on to a truck by the SS he turns to wave good bye to her as she
watches from a window. When her mother and grandmother, with whom
she is left, come to the realization once the male in the family is gone that
there is no hope for the Jews in Germany, they decide to move quickly to
get young Karla out of the country.

Despite the agony of having to leave her family behind though, this  girl
displays a toughness of spirit and a readiness to tackle challenges, no mat-
ter how daunting. As Bernstein wraps herself in the character, we can read-
ily empathize first, with a ten-year-old who is one of the few German chil-
dren lucky to escape from that country on what became known as the
“Kindertransport”, then later with the young woman who finds herself in
Palestine post-war, where she readily joins the Haganah, only to find that

she has exceptional ability as a sharpshooter.

Along the way Dr. Ruth reveals her early adventures
in love – silly and immature as those first adolescent
longings may seem. Although just 4’ 7”, Dr. Ruth never
finds her shortness to be a particular handicap. The fact
that Mariam Bernstein is also somewhat vertically
challenged lends a real authenticity to the manner in
which she describes those situations in which she finds
herself looking up at others towering over her. As she
describes it though, in looking for a compatible male,
if she found someone who was good looking, intelli-
gent – and short, that certainly checked off all the right
boxes.

By now anyone familiar with having seen or heard
Dr. Ruth would be aware what a great sense of humour
she has. One line in particular typifies how quick she is
(and she’s still going in real life, at age 90) when she

says there are only two subjects she won’t tackle: “sadomasochism and
bestiality”.  She says she won’t deal with bestiality because she’s “not a
veterinarian”.

Usually when one is watching a biographical story where one knows the
outcome there is a natural tendency to want to skip over the early parts of
a subject’s life so that you can get to the parts of a story that are better
known. Think of all those jukebox musicals that have become so popular,
such as “Jersey Boys” or “Beautiful”, the Carole King musical. Sure, it’s
interesting to find out something about the early years, but what really
grabs the audience’s attention is when someone’s special talent is discov-
ered and that person or group grabs the public’s attention.

In “Becoming Dr. Ruth” though, Dr. Ruth’s transformation into a hugely
popular media personality, while certainly a matter of some curiosity, is
only one facet of her fascinating life. Although her life has by no means
been enviable in so many respects, her story is so compelling that you find
yourself riveted to its telling.

And, because the manner in which Mariam Bernstein relates to the audi-
ence, speaking directly to theatre-goers as if they’re in her living room,
makes you feel that she’s telling her life story the same way she would if
you were sitting with her in her living room, “Becoming Dr. Ruth” is as
enjoyable as meeting someone about whom you knew very little and find-
ing yourself totally drawn into their telling their life story.

“Becoming Dr. Ruth” is on at the Berney Theatre until November 4. 

Mariam Bernstein is brilliant as famed sexologist 
Dr. Ruth Westheimer in WJT’s “Becoming Dr. Ruth”

By MYRON LOVE
In ten days time, we will be commemorating Remembrance Day, that

time set aside to honour the memory of those Canadian soldiers who served
our country – and in many cases died in action – in two world wars. This
year, Remembrance Day has a special significance. November 11th , this
year, mark the 100th anniversary of the signing of the armistice that brought
World War I to an end.

While the Jewish community was still relatively new to Canada – which
was still a fairly young country itself – many of our young men did enlist
to fight for king and country.

As the late Harry Gutkin noted in his book, “Journey into our Heritage”,
38% of Jewish Canadian males over the age of 21 served in World War I.

Allan Levine, in his book, “Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish
People of Manitoba”, reported that 4,700 Jewish soldiers served in the
Canadian forces during the war, at least one hundred of whom died in bat-
tle. Among Winnipeggers who died in battle were Private Myer Lechtzier
(tenth Battalion) - who was fatally wounded at the Battle of Vimy Ridge in
April, 1917, Lieutenant Alex Lyone (Northumberland Fusiliers), who was
killed in the Battle of the Somme some months earlier, Nathan Perles,
Samuel Warshawsky, Hyman Silverstein, Harry Kaplan, Max Rodin and
Private Albert Levinson (of the Fort Garry Horse), who died in 1918 in a
POW camp.

The Winnipeggers who served came from a variety of backgrounds.
Among the better known members of our community who served in World
War I was Joe wilder. Wilder, who served as a medical sergeant, was a
member of the first graduating class from the Manitoba School of
Pharmacy in 1916 and followed his army service with a long and success-
ful career as a neighbourhood pharmacist.

Captain William V. Tobias was a Captain in the Canadian Expeditionary
Force during the First World War, receiving the Military Cross as a result
of a leg wound. Born at Morden in 1892, he was a graduate of the
University of Manitoba (1912). On returning from overseas, he enrolled in
Law School, graduated in 1923 and established his own law firm. In 1927,

he partnered with I. D. Rusen in the firm of Rusen and Tobias. He also
served a term as an MLA (1927-32) in the Manitoba Legislature.

Tobias and Wilder were among the founders of the largely Jewish
General Monash Branch 115 of the Royal Canadian Legion which received
its charter on July 4, 1934. There were 21 Charter members and Tobias was
the first President.

The Jewish veterans came from a variety of backgrounds representing a
cross section of the community. I recently spent an afternoon with
Lieutanant-Colonel David Stone (retired), the Fort Garry Horse’s unofficial
historian, perusing the names of all the members of the regiment who
fought in World War I. The Fort Garry Horse Museum is located on the
third floor of the McGregor Armoury. Among the handful of confirmed
Jewish members of the regiment who fought in World War I – in addition
to the aforementioned Albert Levinson – were Joe Cohen, originally from
London, who was listed as a clerk by occupation (and reportedly wounded
in 1916); Nathan Malcove, listed as a tailor who was originally from
Russia; and John Levitsky, originally from Poland, a railroad worker whose
family was living in Winnipegosis.

Levinson was listed as a Law student.
Then there was one Lieutenant (later promoted to Captain) William

Cowen. He enlisted from New York. Cowen was notable in that the twice-
wounded officer was awarded the Military Cross for his action at the Battle
of Cambrai on November 20, 1917, in which he lead the charge against a
German battery, despite being seriously wounded, and brought back six
POWs.

An even larger number of Jewish Canadians, including many
Winnipeggers, served in World War II.

Remembrance Day services – with representation by members of the
General Monash Branch are scheduled for Friday, November 9, at 6:30 at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue and services at McGregor Armoury are slat-
ed for around 10:30 on Sunday, November 11. All are welcome to attend
and mark this historic occasion – but plan on getting there early the service
at the Armoury.

Jewish Canadians enlisted in large numbers in First World War

MARIAM BERNSTEIN as Dr.
Ruth Westheimer in “Becoming
Dr. Ruth”
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Sports

I
don’t know if you’re a fan of pro football -
specifically of the National Football League
variety because, if you are, I want to introduce

you to a rather unusual athlete I learned about just
recently. He is almost unreal and not especially
because he is head and shoulders above others on
the gridiron. 

The individual who drew my attention to the
above gem was one Shelley Chochinov, a regular
attendee of the Shaarey Synagogue, who is a reg-

ular reader of this publication. She has, over the years, made it her duty to
draw my attention to any sports article I might find to be of interest. 

The mystery man is GREG JOSEPH, 24, who was born in Johannesburg,
South Africa, and who moved to Florida with his family in 2001. Joesph
played football and soccer at Donna Klein Jewish Academy in Boca Raton,
also attended American Heritage School in Delray Beach. 

Greg graduated in 2017 from Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton
as the Owls’ all-time leader in field goals as well points scored after touch-
downs, along with sundry other records too numerous to mention. As tal-
ented as he was, Joseph went undrafted but eventually signed with the
Miami Dolphins and ended up in a training-camp battle with fellow rook-
ie Jason Sanders, a seventh- round draft selection. In the final analysis it
was the latter who was kept as the team’s kicker and Greg was gonzo. 

After being released by Miami Joseph, a non-quitter by no means, stuck
to his regular practice routine and as luck would have it, the Cleveland
Browns came a calling, showed interest, and as we all know it feels good
to be wanted. 

It is at that juncture that we learn about the true character of the aspiring
kicker. He shares that he is a believer who at no time doubted he would get
another opportunity to realize his dream and this, despite the competitive
nature of sports where the odds are long. He remarks however that “every-
thing happens for a reason.” 

And so, on September 17th the Browns inked Greg to a contract. The
team was sufficiently impressed because three days later they dressed him
for action. Thus far in four games with Cleveland, the young talent is eight
of nine on field goal attempts. His sole miss came on a 55-yard attempt
against the Baltimore Ravens at the end of regulation time. His longest
made field goal was against the New York Jets. 

Greg couldn’t be happier. He describes the Browns as being a top-notch
organization and the city of Cleveland as being appealing to him. He noted
that they are taking very good care of him. In addition, other players, espe-
cially in the kicking department, are also helping him out. 

To wit: Punter Britton Colquitt, and long snapper Charley Hughlett
Another goal for the 24-year-old is that he wants to familiarize himself bet-
ter with the Jewish community in Cleveland. He explained that it was a trait
instilled in him by his mother very early in life. Greg is also leaning
towards going out and talking with some Jewish day schools and hopeful-
ly doing other things with the Jewish Federation. 

Joseph also related that he was in Cleveland for Yom Kippur and after
practice he got a ride to an evening service at Chabad. Every Tuesday, the
Browns’ players get an off-day and he uses that time to give back to others.
He stressed that it is important to help others in the community. 

Greg wants to have a positive impact on others who do not have what he
has been blessed with. A very special individual I must say. 

POST PATTER: 
SAM FULD, former Jewish outfielder, will not be the new manager of

the Toronto Blue Jays next season. Fuld, who now serves as the
Philadelphia Phillies’ major league player information co-coordinator was
rumored to be in the mix, but reportedly withdrew his name for considera-
tion, according to ESPN’s Jerry Crasnick. It’s interesting to note that Fuld
works with Jewish manager Gabe Kapler of the Phils, who had his team in
the race right up until mid-September in just his rookie season. 

Former career catcher BRAD AUSMUS was named the Los Angeles
Angels’ manager On October 21st, moving from the front office to the
dugout to replace longtime skipper Mike Scioscia, who had held the posi-
tion since the 2000 season. Ausmus, like his predecessor, is a career catch-
er and former manager of the Detroit Tigers. He played 18 major league
seasons with four different franchises, including 10 seasons with the
Houston Astros before his final two seasons with the Los Angeles Dodgers
in 2009-10. Brad was always a favored catcher no matter where he played.
Team pitchers always preferred him as their receiver and would make their
managers aware of that preference. He is 11th in baseball history with 1766
games started as a catcher and third in baseball history among catchers with
12,839 put outs. 

Rookie quarterback JOSH ROSEN, a first round selection in the 2018
NFL draft - 10th overall, recorded his first pro victory on October 7th with
the Arizona Cardinals, a 28-18 win over the San Francisco 49ers at Levis
Stadium in California. He was 10 for 25 in the passing department for 170
yards and one touchdown. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

Greg Joseph is his name and football is his game…and that’s not all 
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Cleveland Browns placekicker GREG JOSEPH scored his first game-
winning field goal on October 21st with two seconds left in overtime
against the Baltimore Ravens. He also made plans to put up a mezuzah
at his new home with the help of Chabad Rabbi Yossi Freedman,
which they did after the game.

(October 25, 2018 / The Tower) The documents recovered by Israeli
intelligence from Iran’s hidden nuclear archive show “that Iran conducted
far more high explosive tests at the site than previously understood,”
according to a paper published on Tuesday, October 23, by the Institute for
Science and International Security.

Among the authors of the paper are Ollie Heinonen, former deputy
director general of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA);
Frank Pabian, a former U.N. Nuclear Chief Inspector in Iraq for the IAEA;
and David Albright, the president of the institute and a former weapons’
inspector.

With the new knowledge provided by the Iranian documents that were
captured by Israel, the paper argued that the Parchin site “was a key part
of” Iran’s “nuclear-weapons research and development effort.” The new
information “necessitates calling for more action by the IAEA and the
Joint Commission, which administers the Joint Comprehensive Plan of
Action (JCPOA).”

The Iranian nuclear archives, the paper explained, confirm that Iran was
testing “a specialized, difficult to develop, neutron initiator,” which is
used “to start the chain reaction in a nuclear explosion.”

This showed, the paper continued, “that Iran conducted far more high
explosive tests at
the site than previ-

Documents show Iranian weapons’ operations 
more advanced than previously known

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu addresses the U.N.
General Assembly in New York, visual in hand, revealing a hidden
Iranian nuclear facility and secret missiles in Lebanon’s capital, on
Sept. 27, 2018. Photo by Avi Ohayon/GPO.Continued on page 23. See “Iranian weapons”.



By BRIAN PAULS

T
he timing was just right once World
War II ended, so Jewish successful
businessmen and professional men of

that epoch were determined to create a coun-
terpart to the Gentile enclaves of privilege in
our community. Thus Glendale Golf and
Country Club was born, and it remained pre-
dominantly a Jewish club until well into the
21st century.

The rules of golf were strictly enforced
there for half a century or thereabouts. Oh,
not rules about penalty strokes and
Mulligans. More significant, and a segué to
this report, was the rule that women were
rarely allowed on the golf course at any time
other than Thursdays; then, and only then, it
was their exclusive domain.

It fell to Lanny Remis and several of his
retired and semi-retired pals to fill that yawn-
ing gap in their weekly calendars by arrang-
ing a lunch and learn session with an invited
presenter each Thursday at Glendale, and the
Lanny Remis Speakers Forum was born.
After a while, they relented sufficiently to allow non-golfers to attend, non-
Jews always were welcome, and as years went by, non- members of Glendale
(former members, commonly) attained greater representation in the ranks as
well. The sole prerequisite that remained, however, was maleness.

After Lanny’s death, and under the leadership thereafter of Leonard
Kahane and then Barry Caplan, Sidney Halpern and Allan Cantor, the
Remis Lunch group moved to the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, where it is
presently ensconced.

Recently, the group got into a lively discussion, led by long-time mem-
ber Bob Shawcross, about where it had been, and where it was headed. In
the zeitgeist, there exist innumerable golf jokes celebrating male chauvin-
ism. Varying one of them, Gerry Kalef, another veteran of the group,

recalled that attendance each Thursday to meet
together with the other guys was virtually com-
pulsory, and that in fact Lanny’s favourite saying
was: “get your priorities straight”.

So that is where it had been: an Old Boys
Network, (according to various Wikipedia
entries–an informal system for men to maintain
power by preventing women from participating).

But where was it going, in the egalitarian con-
fines of Winnipeg’s largest synagogue congrega-
tion? The answer, luckily, is that the Old Boys
discovered what a few marvelous women could
do to revive, to refresh, to regenerate their lunch
group. What had been a male-dominated narra-
tive has, thankfully, now come to an end.

In a speech at the World Economic Forum in
Davos, Switzerland earlier this year, Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau called for critical discus-
sion on the issues between the sexes. But it didn’t
require our youthful prime minister or the active
involvement of the #MeToo Movement to push the
Remis group to action. No, not at all.

At the forefront today are the new organizers and
leaders: Simone Cohen Scott and Bonnie Hoffer-

Steiman.
Sharing the discussion at the podium guided by Bob Shawcross were

Carla Goldstein (daughter of Lanny Remis) and Laura Richman (widow of
longtime member Harold Richman).

Speakers and topics have covered a vast range of ideas and issues over
the years, simultaneously interesting but also amusing.

Lanny Remis died in 2007. As an Old Boys Club, his creation survived
him a little longer in its golf club venue. Now? Boys and Girls. The Remis
lunches are for everyone. Welcome, please come.

How the Lanny Remis Speakers Forum got its start
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In recent years certain women have taken over
key roles in organizing the Remis Speakers
Forum, including Bonnie Hoffer-Steiman and
Simone Cohen Scott. In the picture above are
(l-r): BONNIE HOFFER-STEIMAN, CARLA
GOLDSTEIN (Lanny Remis’s daughter), and
SIMONE COHEN SCOTT



By MYRON LOVE

T
he good news, says Rabbi Irwin Kula, is that,
contrary to doom and gloom commentary
about the lack of interest among younger

Jews in being Jewish, surveys show that over 90%
of American Jews are proud to be Jewish.

“There is no Jewish identity problem” says Kula
who is one of the featured speakers at this year’s
annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture
(November 10-18). “It is just that so many people
are disconnected from our communal/legacy insti-
tutions. In other words, we don’t have an identity
problem; we have an institutional problem. The
unaffiliated, as the fastest-growing segment of our
community, is a problem of disconnection from
institution, not distancing from Jewish identity.”

Rabbi Kula is a leader in outreach efforts to the
unaffiliated and disconnected. He will be speaking
on Thursday, November 15, at 7:30, on the topic,
“Beyond Tribe and Creed, Religion as a Path to
Human Flourishing”, at the Asper Jewish
Community Campus. 

He describes himself as “a disruptive spiritual innovator and rogue
thinker” with a focus on the “intersection of innovation, religion, and
human flourishing”. 

A seventh generation rabbi, Kula was ordained in 1981 and has led con-
gregations in St. Louis and Chicago. He notes that he also led the first
Conservative congregation in the Old City in Jerusalem. 

Currently (and for the past ten years), he is the Co-President of Clal–The
National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership. Clal was founded in
1974 by Elie Wiesel and Rabbi Yitz Greenberg (who is an icon in the
Modern Orthodox movement).

“Clal”, he explains, “is a think-tank whose mission is to re-imagine

Jewish life for a globalized technological age in
which people are mixing, blending and switching
identities. We work at the intersection of religion,
innovation and the science of human flourishing;
and through seminars, classes, consulting and
media outreach, we make Jewish wisdom a public
good accessible to anyone everywhere.

“Our bedrock principle is that Judaism and
Jewish life must be profoundly and robustly plu-
ralistic. No one stream or form of Judaism has a
patent on the truth. We work with all religious
denominations and political expressions of
Judaism.

“ The challenge,” he continues, “is not how to
make people feel more Jewish. It is to explore how
Jewish wisdom and practice can help people flour-
ish. If Jewish wisdom and practice solve people’s
real problems and help enhance people’s lives,
they will use it. Just as we see a lot of innovation
in many areas of society, we need innovation in
religion, too. We need entrepreneurship, Jewish
leadership and expressions of Judaism that

enhance peoples’ lives in measurable ways.
“There is an incredible explosion of Jewish creativity taking place in

America. There are a tremendous number of new ventures starting up. Our
challenge is not only to foster that start-up culture but also to help legacy
institutions innovate from the inside.”

Kula is also the co-founder and executive editor of “The Wisdom Daily”,
a website for political, cultural and spiritual commentary and analysis. A
popular media commentator, he is the author of the award-winning book,
“Yearnings: Embracing the Sacred Messiness of Life”, creator of the film,
“Time for a New God”, and the Public TV series “Simple Wisdom”, and is
co-founder of the Disruptor Foundation.

Rabbi Kula has worked with organizations, foundations, and businesses
in the United States and around the world to inspire people to live with
greater passion, purpose, creativity and compassion.

His newest initiatives, he reports, are working to develop a field of spir-
itual entrepreneurship and working on a new book titled, “Search Engine
For Meaning.”

Named one of the leaders shaping the American spiritual landscape, he
received the 2008 Walter Cronkite Faith and Freedom Award for his work
“toward equality, liberty and a truly inter–religious community” and has
been listed in Newsweek for many years as one of America’s “most influ-
ential rabbis.”

Tarbut festival headliner calling for innovative approaches to Judaism
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ously understood.” This also
means that Iran may have
stored this equipment for later
use, instead of surrendering it
prior to implementation of the

deal.
The authors of the paper also question why the IAEA, which was

informed about the archives by Israel, did not demand further clarifica-
tions from Iran about the scope of its nuclear weapons work on the basis
of the new information. They noted that in 2002–when the opposition
group, the National Council of Resistance of Iran, alleged that Iran had a
secret nuclear site at Natanz–the IAEA “quickly” followed up with Iran.

They explained further that “maintaining such documents, material and
equipment” seen in the archives, “is not compatible with the spirit and
obligations of Iran under the NPT, its safeguards agreement, including
the Additional Protocol, and the JCPOA.” It was, furthermore, up to the
Joint Commission to ensure that Iran complied with all aspects of the
JCPOA, and the information in the archives “raises profound questions
about whether Iran is complying with the fundamental goal of the
JCPOA, namely that ‘under no circumstances will Iran ever seek, devel-
op or acquire any nuclear weapons.’ ”

The advanced work revealed in the archive shows that Iran “appears to
have involved more than what the IAEA called feasibility and scientific
studies,” as the IAEA concluded in its December 2015 assessment of
Iran’s nuclear-weapons development.

In its concluding section, the paper observed: “there is no proof that
Iran has abandoned its goal of building nuclear weapons, only that it has
accepted that its projects and plans are put on the shelf.” Regarding
Parchin, it held the IAEA’s Board of Governors responsible for “lack of
adequate inspection of this site and the failure to fold new information
into the IAEA’s broader challenge of ensuring that Iran’s nuclear program
is actually peaceful.”

Practically, the paper suggests that the United States and EU3 (United
Kingdom, France and Germany) should “urge the IAEA to substantially
enhance its inspections in Iran.” This would involve actual inspections of
Parchin, as well as using “the information in the seized archives to
expand inspections and monitoring in Iran and build a stronger public
characterization of Iran’s past nuclear weapons work.”

In an op-ed published earlier this month in The Hill, Josh Block, pres-
ident and CEO of the Israel Project, noted that the IAEA had failed to fol-
low through on the recent Israeli revelations and the implications of those
failures on the agency’s overall knowledge of Iran’s nuclear weapons
work.

Block argued that “the gaps in the IAEA’s knowledge–of Iran’s past
nuclear work, of its military sites, of items mentioned in Section T of the
nuclear deal and of the nuclear sites discovered by Israeli
intelligence–raise questions about the full extent of Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram.”

Iranian weapons
Continued from page 21.

RABBI IRWIN KULA
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Rady JCC’ s Tarbut Festival Showcases the Best of 
Jewish Culture and Thought

November 10-18
Saturday, November 10, 8:00 pm 
Aaron Weinstein: Jazz Violin Live & On Screen  
Aaron Weinstein “ is rapidly establishing himself as one of his instrument’ s rare jazz masters.”  (Don
Heckman, International Review of Music). As a featured soloist, Aaron has performed at Carnegie
Hall, the Kennedy Center, Jazz at Lincoln Center, Birdland, Blue Note, and at jazz festivals in England,
France, Switzerland, Iceland, and Israel. Aaron is the recipient of a New York City Nightlife Award and
New York City Bistro Award. Accompanied by local musician Ron Paley on piano, and Julian Bradford
on bass, Accompanied by local musician Ron Paley on piano, and Julian Bradford on bass, Aaron
will perform live jazz interspersed with film clips of jazz greats, and a dialogue with the audience. 

Sunday, November 11, 2:00 pm
Ellin Bessner:  Double Threat: Canadian Jews, the Military, and World War II
Double Threat contains many stories and interviews about personnel who served from Winnipeg,
and from Western Canada. The book highlights Monty Hall, David Steinberg’ s brother Hymie, Saul
Cherniack, Joseph Ludwig, Issie Yamron, Oscar Antel, Clifford Shnier, Yude Brownstone, Israel
Freedman, Sam Sheps, David Golden, Hymie Greenberg, Abe Arbour, Jack Secter, and civilian Dr.
Louis Slotin, who helped invent the atomic bombs dropped on Japan to end the war. Until now their
contribution to Canadian history has never been fully known. On Remembrance Day, author Ellin
Bessner tells us who these Jewish Canadians were, why they served, what their lives were like as Jews,
in Canada, in the barracks, and on the battlefield. Return Transportation is Available.

Monday, November 12, 7:30 pm
Touching on Place: Architectural Elements in Israel
Chaim & Yonnah Bezalel Ben Levy
Touching on Place, Architectural Elements in Israel contains 77 images of paintings depicting the
history of Israel through architectural elements. It is not an architecture book, nor a history book,
but a cross-genre art book, composition and colour play a large role. A display of hand painted prints
the paintings will accompany the presentation. The program will include several short videos, read-
ings of excerpts, and an opportunity for questions and answers. The prints will be displayed for sale
throughout the festival.

Tuesday, November 13, 7:30 pm
Bye Bye Germany / Es war einmal in Deutschland
The end of WWII finds suave smooth-talking entrepreneur David Bermann recruiting fellow
Holocaust survivors to sell overpriced “ luxury”  linens to guilt-ridden Germans. Mixing madcap
adventures with searing post war examinations; this bittersweet movie is about grappling with a
painful past while rediscovering life’ s pleasures. Based on co-screenwriter Michel Bergmann’ s
debut novel The Traveling Salesmen, and his own, often funny, family history of Jews left behind in
Germany after the war. 
German with English subtitles

Wednesday, Nov. 14, 7:30 pm
Borochov Dynasty
Israeli born, Brooklyn-based jazz trumpeter and composer Itamar Borochov’ s search for his per-
sonal roots resulted in this new project: Borochov Dynasty. Itamar’ s father Yisrael, is known for his
work with the East-West Ensemble and the founding of East West House in Jaffa, Israel. Brother Avri
Borochov is a classically trained double bass player, and has collaborated with a wide array of jazz
musicians worldwide. Added to this talented family mix, is Ariel Alaev, of the Alaev Family musical
group, drummer Aviv Cohen (aka Sol Monk) Persian Nay Master Amir Shahsar – and a whirlwind
supply of ethnic instruments, including jumbush, zuma, and doira.  If you enjoyed Yemen Blues and
the Libyans, this is the next big world event to hit Winnipeg. 

Thursday, November 15, 7:30 pm
Rabbi Irwin Kula
Beyond Tribe and Creed: Religion as a Path to Human Flourishing
Distinguished as one of the leaders in shaping our current spiritual milieu, Rabbi Irwin Kula is
ranked by Newsweek as one of America’ s “ Most Influential Rabbis” . Currently he serves
as Co-President of Clal –  The National Jewish Center for Learning and Leadership, a do-
tank committed to making Jewish a Public Good. Rabbi Irwin Kula is a disruptive spiritual innovator
and rogue thinker. A thought leader on the intersection of innovation, religion and human flourish-
ing, Irwin Kula’ s work has taken him around the globe including working with leaders such as the
Dalai Lama and Queen Noor of Jordan He travels across North America promoting ethical leadership,
institutional change and greater purpose and compassion. 
Friday, November 16, 6:00 pm
Family Musical Shabbat Dinner
Featuring Children’ s Entertainer Carl Berger
From Toronto and a father of two, Carl is also a Juno-nominated musician that has been working with
children for over 20 years, offering performances and workshops in schools, camps and daycares.
This special musical Family Shabbat Dinner is a chance to be with your family, enjoy a delicious meal
and participate in the beautiful music of Shabbat.

Saturday, November 17, 8:00 pm
Yael Deckelbaum
Prayer of the Mother’ s Ensemble
West End Cultural Centre - 586 Ellice Ave 
Yael Deckelbaum is an award-winning Israeli/ Canadian singer-songwriter and activist. She is a
founding member of the legendary trio Habanot Nechama, whose single So Far sold over 50,000
copies and became a #1 hit in Israel. The song Prayer of the Mothers, which has over 4 million views
on You Tube, was born as a result of an alliance made between Yael Deckelbaum and a group of
courageous women, leading the movement of “ Women Wage Peace” . On October 4, 2016, Jewish
and Arab women began the “ March of Hope”  project, a call that reached its peak on October 19th,
in a march of at least 4,000 women – half of them Palestinian, half Israeli, in a joint prayer for peace. 

Sunday, November 18, 2:00 pm
Itzhak
This intimate and enchanting documentary of violin virtuoso Itzhak Perlman takes us from the first
years of the boy born to non-musical Polish Immigrants in pre-Israel Tel Aviv, to Julliard in New York
and then to the great stages of concert music. The movie also delves into Perlman’ s daily physical
struggles resulting from the polio he caught as a child. Perlman’ s violin playing transcends mere
performance to evoke the celebrations and struggles of real life. From Schubert to Strauss, Bach to
Brahms, and Mozart to making soup for pal Alan Alda, this feel good film is a portrait of a maestro
and a real mensch. 

Jewish Book Fair Sale
Winnipeg’ s most extensive selection of books, music, Chanukah items and gifts for sale.
All events take place at Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street except for  Yael Deckelbaum concert which
takes place at the West End Culture Centre. Transportation available.

Tickets can be purchased online at radyjcc.com or by calling (204) 477-7510.




