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Over 120 businesspeople packed the Multipurpose Room of the
Campus for the Aug. 31st  meeting of the Jewish Business Network.

Sandy Shindleman draws huge crowd at 
second meeting of Jewish Business Network

43 members of the original
150 participants who went on a
Klezmer Cruise on the
Dneiper River 10 years ago
were in Winnipeg this past
weekend for a reunion. On
Friday, Sept. 8, they gathered
at the Fort Garry Hotel before
boarding a bus to take them on
a tour of the North End.
On Saturday evening, Sept. 9,

a Klezmer concert took place
at Temple Shalom for reunion
participants and guests.

The second meeting of the newly formed
Jewish Business Network took place Thursday
evening, August 31st. The meeting was sched-
uled to be held in the garden area of the Asper
Campus, but due to the exceptionally high
winds that day, was moved indoors to the
Multipurpose Room.

Like the first meeting, which was held July
26, this meeting also attracted a huge number
of people: 120. Bernie Bellan again served as
chair for the meeting.

The special guest speaker this evening was
Sandy Shindleman, the well-known president
and founder of Shindico, one of Winnipeg’s
largest development companies. Shindleman
gave a fascinating talk which lasted over 30

minutes, during which he told how he came to
be involved in the development business,
along with describing some of the biggest
challenges his company has faced and contin-
ues to face. Following his talk he entertained
questions for another half hour. Many of those
who were in attendance then came over to
speak with Sandy personally and he sat down
with a large group, as he continued to offer
advice and observations about doing business
in Winnipeg.

Others in the large crowd continued to min-
gle and meet until the Campus closing time of
10:00 pm.

For more on Sandy Shindleman and the
Shindico story, turn to page 2.



By BERNIE BELLAN

T
he name “Shindleman” has become
synonymous with a certain style of
business development in Winnipeg.

With omnipresent strip malls located through-
out the city bearing the Shindico name, along
with more recent massive developments in cer-
tain parts of the city, especially  along Taylor
Avenue in River Heights, Shindico is probably
among the most recognized brands here.

And, while company founder Sandy
Shindleman has a legendary reputation for
being able to size up the value of a particular
parcel of land and what the value of that piece
of land would be once properly developed, he
generally keeps a low profile, in comparison
with many other Winnipeg business people.

Thus, it came as somewhat of a surprise to
me when I sent Sandy a message on Linkedin
about a month ago, asking him whether he
would be willing to be our special guest speak-
er at a meeting of the just-recently formed group, the Jewish Business
Network, which I helped start, along with the Rady JCC, back in July.

I wrote to Sandy: “Would you be interested in speaking to the group
about how you created your business and how you learned to network so
successfully with other business people?”

Sandy was gracious enough to reply almost immediately, saying he
would check the date; a short time later he wrote back, “I’ll be there”.

I had anticipated that having Sandy as our guest speaker would draw
another large crowd. (Our first meeting in July had 96 attendees.) But, as
people began filing into the Multipurpose Room of the Asper Campus on
Thursday, August 31st, I soon realized that the room was going to be filled
close to capacity. Because everyone who was coming to the event had been
asked to register in advance, names had to be checked off against a list and
naturally, that delayed the start of the meeting somewhat.

Still, eventually everyone was settled at their tables after a period of min-
gling – which is especially useful to the kind of networking we’re aiming
to achieve. Thanks again to the Rady JCC, particularly Julia Kramskoy and
Tamar Barr, there were ample refreshments and beverages for attendees to
take with them to their tables, so as people sat down waiting in anticipation
to hear from Sandy. Seeing Sandy dressed in blue jeans was an indication
that he was going to relax and be spontaneous - which proved to be the
case.

That proved to be important, as after I had introduced Sandy, he held the
audience in thrall for over 45 minutes, as he gave a wide-ranging talk that
touched on so many aspects of his career. Although he had some notes pre-
pared, Sandy explained that he wasn’t going to read from a text. Instead, he
told one anecdote after another that drew together some of the common
threads of the business style that he first began to fashion as a youngster
back in Portage la Prairie in the 1960s. Following his remarks, Sandy
began to take questions – slow to come at first; perhaps those in the audi-
ence were somewhat too intimidated by Sandy’s reputation as a brilliant
developer to ask questions that they thought would not be worthy of his
interest. 

But, as Sandy began to field questions, it became apparent that he was
fully motivated to answer any questions with great candor, without holding
back his thoughts on any topic about which he was asked to give a

response. As he held forth though, what clearly
emerged was his disdain for what he clearly
regarded as excessive governmental regulation of
the building industry, especially at the civic level.

Over all it became apparent that Sandy
Shindleman, who says he was an outsider when he
came to Winnipeg back in the 1970s, still views
himself in many ways as an outsider. Although
Shindico has an extraordinarily large footprint in
Winnipeg - you’d be hard pressed to travel very
far in any direction without seeing a Shindico sign
somewhere, the company operates with a relative-
ly small staff, Sandy explained. And, in response
to some questions that I, myself, asked him, Sandy
did speak about many of the business interests that
have taken him to areas far afield from Winnipeg,
including his most recent venture back into farm-
ing near Portage – whence he came.

His style this evening was to tell stories - stories
about growing up in Portage, about coming to
Winnipeg, about giving lectures about commer-

cial development around the world, and about why he’s stayed in Winnipeg
when he could have left an even bigger mark somewhere else.

Early on in his talk, one of the stories Sandy told was about how he, his
brother Robert, and his wife Diane – all of whom work with him at
Shindico, were once called into a meeting with a newly appointed general
manager at the company, who said he wanted to talk to them about some-
thing important.

When they were all gathered together, the GM asked: “Why are we in
business?”

Sandy wondered why the question was even broached. He responded:
“Aren’t we doing okay?”

The GM said: “Yes, we’re doing okay, but why are we in business?”
Sandy said to the audience: “None of us would bite at the obvious reason.

We looked at our shoes, we looked at the wall, we looked at each other. My
brother Robert stammered out, ‘To do a good job?’ 

“The GM said ‘yes’.” “
My wife Diane said, ‘To make money?’
“He said ‘yes’,“ but then the GM said that he had gone through all the

files and observed one case after another where the company could have
made more money by, in some cases, not agreeing to leasehold improve-
ments or, in other cases, asking for more money in rent from tenants. Out
of that meeting, Sandy said, the company came to develop its mission state-
ment. He said he wasn’t sure what happened with the piece of paper that
had that mission statement written on it, but what it contained could be
boiled down to one line: “Succeeding by helping others succeed.”

Emanating from that simple credo, Sandy went on to explain, he was able
to impress upon everyone working for Shindico that each of them, by help-
ing someone else in the company, such as the “accountant – if all he did”,
for instance, “was helping the property manager to succeed, he succeeded”,
and so on down the line, the entire company succeeded.

It was something that happened in 1972, however which, Sandy recount-
ed to the audience, that left a lasting impression upon him and his attitude
toward business. He was 15 years old that year, living in Portage with his
family there, where his family owned a store (also a feedlot), when one
Friday his father
(Edward, who passed
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Sandy Shindleman gives a wide-ranging talk about his career - 
and disdain for governmental regulation

SANDY SHINDLEMAN
An outsider when he came to Winnipeg from
Portage in the 70s, in many respects he still
views himself as an outsider.

Continued on page 23. See “Shindleman”.
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Steve Kroft:  2017 Combined Jewish Appeal Chair
President and CEO, Conviron 

By HOLLy HARRIS 
As the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg launch-

es its annual Combined Jewish Appeal this
month, it welcomes Steve Kroft, President and
CEO of Conviron as its new 2017 Campaign
Chair. The prominent Winnipeg businessman
and former lawyer has deep roots in the local
Jewish community, and is passionate about sup-
porting local, national, and international Jewish
organizations through philanthropy and dedicat-
ed service. 

Describing himself as a “proud dad, grateful
husband, inspired Canadian, entrepreneur, com-
munity activist, helping hand and sports fan,”
the father of two teenaged sons, Nathan and Alex
with his wife Lisa recently spoke about this
year’s Campaign: 

JFW: Why do you feel that the CJA is so
important for the local, national, and internation-
al Jewish communities-at-large? 

SK: The CJA is the fuel that allows our com-
munity to operate and to thrive. While some
agencies are able to secure funds from govern-
ment and other sources, we absolutely need the
broad financial support of the community in
order to maintain the standards that we expect
within our community, and to deliver the broad
range of services that we offer to those who live
here.

JFW: What special projects are you currently working on? 
SK: Since assuming my role as Chair, I have met with a number of lead-

ers of our agencies, and while it is inspiring to hear the impact they are hav-
ing on the lives of so many, it is, at the same time, somewhat daunting to
think of what could happen if the CJA did not have the success it has had
over so many years. Jewish Child and Family Service, for example, touch-
es more than one third of all members of our community. A significant
source of its funds comes from the CJA Campaign, and these funds are
quite literally being put to work to keep families together and to save lives.

JFW: It is truly commendable to be recognized as one of North America’s
most generous communities. However, it’s a fact that its demographics
have been steadily changing over the years. How do you balance that real-
ity with the ongoing needs of the Campaign? 

SK: This is certainly a tricky one. And what makes it particularly chal-
lenging is that the demands don’t go away. There are a couple of general
strategies that we need to pursue, each addressing a different subsection of
the community. 

First, we need to do everything we can to sustain the sup-
port we receive from our community leaders. In most cases,
this includes its more senior members. It’s also important that
conversations take place between generations within families
so that successor generations feel the same sense of obliga-
tion to our community held by their parents and grandparents.

And second, it is vitally important that newcomers, as well
as young professionals and others who until now have not had
the capacity to invest recognize the value in supporting our
institutions. Young donors today want to know that they are
making an impact. More than ever, they want to know how
their investment is being used, and that those administering
funds are doing so responsibly and efficiently. They need to
see results.

JFW: The CJA has several initiatives directed toward youth,
including the Young Adult Division (YAD), Ben-Gurion
Society, and Budding Philanthropists. How do you inspire
young people to give, and to give generously? Why is it so
important to model this to our children – including your own? 

SK: We have had incredible role models in Winnipeg that
have truly blazed the trail for us. I have been blessed to have
had incredible role models within my own family who have
shown the way. But I am equally convinced that once a person
experiences firsthand how they can make a positive impact on
the lives of others, there begins a type of momentum and per-
sonal fulfillment that only accelerates over time. To use a
sports analogy, once one has gotten off the bench and into the
game, they rarely have an interest in returning to the sidelines. 

JFW: Sounds like the CJA 2017 Campaign is off to a terrific start, and
that you’re feeling pretty positive about this year’s launch. 

SK: I truly feel that I have gained more from our community than I have
given, both as a volunteer and as a donor. I am convinced that this senti-
ment is widely held amongst those who have so generously shared their
resources with others. It is amazing what can be accomplished when a
broad group of people is energized for a cause.

For more informa-
tion on the Jewish
Federation of
W i n n i p e g ’ s
Combined Jewish
Appeal’s 2017
Campaign, visit:
w w w. j e w i s h w i n -
nipeg.org/giving

STEVE KROFT
“We have had incredible role

models in Winnipeg that have
truly blazed the trail for us. I have
been blessed to have had incredi-
ble role models within my own
family who have shown the way. “

(JTA) -- The wife of Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu will be indicted on four
counts of fraud for allegedly diverting some
$100,000 in public funds for her family’s per-
sonal use, Attorney General Avichai Mandelblit
said.

Mandelblit gave Sara Netanyahu the news on
Friday, according to Army Radio.

“The attorney general examined the case evi-
dence and reached the decision [to indict Sara
Netanyahu] after consulting relevant sources,
including the state prosecution and the
Jerusalem District Prosecutor’s Office,” read a
statement from the attorney general’s office
Friday.

Benjamin Netanyahu’s office dismissed the
indictment as “absurd and unfounded.”

“Sara Netanyahu is a brave and honest
woman,” read a statement posted on his
Facebook page, adding that any financial dis-
crepancy at the prime minister’s residence came
from former housekeeper Menny Naftali, who
was described as “problematic.”

The Netanyahus ended their statement
Thursday by alleging that they were the target
of an “obsessive” smear campaign.

The most serious of the four charges being

brought against Sara
Netanyahu involves the
hiring of electrician Avi
Fahima, a Likud Central
Committee member. A
committee charged with
overseeing residence
expenditures — and
which included the
legal adviser in the
Prime Minister’s
Office — had ruled
against the hiring of Fahima.

Further suspicions relate to the use of state
funds for purchasing furniture that purportedly
was bought for the official residence in
Jerusalem and then moved to the Netanyahus’
private residence in Caesarea. Older furniture
was taken back from Caesarea to the residence
in Jerusalem.

The decision to launch the investigation came
in light of the state prosecutor’s recommenda-
tion after allegations were raised in a 2015
report by State Comptroller Yosef Shapira that
detailed lavish spending at the official residence
in Jerusalem, as well as at the Caesarea home.
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Sara Netanyahu to be indicted for fraud

SARA
NETANYAHU



R
ather than offer my own observations
alone about certain things that drew my
interest recently – which is my usual

custom, I thought I’d offer readers the opportu-
nity to read two letters that took me to task for
comments I had made in the August 16 and
August 30 issues.

The first letter is in response to what I had writ-
ten about a service my wife and I had attended at

Etz Chayim Synagogue in early August, during which, to my mind a young
toddler engaged in behaviour that was quite disruptive of the service. On
our website I’ve published all comments – pro and con, that were sent to
me in response to that column, which I had also posted online.

In my column of August 16 I didn’t refer to the parents of the toddler by
name, not only because I didn’t know their names, but because I thought it
was irrelevant. However, the comments that have taken me to task have
accused me of publicly humiliating those parents. I’m not quite sure how
simply referring to someone without naming him or her exposes someone
to public humiliation, but if that is the case, I apologize.

However, there was an interesting current running through several of the
comments that you can read online. Here is an excerpt from one comment:

“The Jewish community in Winnipeg needs people like (name of the par-
ent) and like me, to join and become members. This article does a major
disservice for attracting those considering conversion or even those who
question faith in general. “

In a similar vein, here is an excerpt from a comment that came from the
mother of the child who was the subject of what I had written in the August
16 issue: 

“First, I am a newcomer to the Jewish community and I am not Jewish.
I am about to marry a Jewish man. The man I was with at synagogue that
day… My husband to be was the most upset, as he promised me that we
would not be met with the same judgment and gossip as in a church.”

What these comments led me to wonder is whether there is a different
standard of behaviour that is acceptable in a synagogue, as opposed to a
church, and whether, in an effort to attract newcomers, Etz Chayim has
relaxed norms that one might have expected to be in place. Let’s be honest:
Our synagogues here, as almost everywhere else, have been losing mem-
bers steadily. But, in an attempt to attract new congregants, including indi-
viduals who may be considering converting to Judaism, one what might ask
whether some synagogues are wandering so much from what we used to
associate with a religious experience that it is a misnomer to even refer to
them as “houses of worship” at all?

In any event, what follows is a very long letter (which I have shortened,
as it would have occupied over two pages of this issue), and which I
received from someone who also took me to task for what I had written. I
thought it appropriate though, to follow that letter, with a piece that out-
lined what someone else suggested is proper behaviour in a synagogue.

Dear Bernie,
Let me preface this

by saying how much I
enjoy your newspaper!
In an age where so
much of our news
comes in 140-character
‘tweets,’ it’s so nice to
pick up a real, proper
printed page and spend
an hour or two savoring
every article. Winnipeg
is very lucky to have a
homegrown communi-
ty newspaper of such
high quality. I look for-
ward to every edition ,
and hope the print edi-
tion is available for
many years to come! 

I recently read your
article about the disrup-
tive toddler at the Etz
Chayim service.
Though I know your
comments were not
directed towards me, as
a parent of an exuber-
ant toddler that attends
Etz Chayim’s Shabbat
service weekly, and as a
congregation member

present that particular service you were talking about, I felt very saddened
by your words. I thought it would be helpful to provide a different per-
spective. 

Etz Chayim is extremely welcoming to young families, and their clergy
and lay leaders enthusiastically invite the young people to participate in the
service. When Junior Congregation takes a hiatus in the summer months,
the children are even more present in the Shabbat Service. I know that in
general, the joy this brings to members of the congregation is immense. No
matter how unruly my toddler is, they welcome her with open arms (and
lots of kisses), and constantly reassure me that they are okay with her silli-
ness. I have never received one negative comment, dirty look, or admoni-
tion. I try to be mindful of the atmosphere of the service, and I know that
there are certain times children’s noise and laughter are more appropriate
than other more solemn and quiet times. For example, during Ein
Keloheinu, Aleinu, Adon Olam, and other more spirited moments, you
might see my toddler on the bimah, lining up her teddy bears (provided by
our excellent director of children’s programming, Lina Stretslov) on the
pews, and general unruliness. If my daughter misbehaves during the
Amidah, Mourner’s Kaddish, the sermon, the Haftorah, and moments like
that, I whisk her away downstairs to help create a more peaceful and
reserved atmosphere in the sanctuary. 

This is how I try to balance the competing needs of congregants with
small children such as myself, and the needs of worshippers who prefer an
orderly and introspective service. I look to our clergy and lay-leaders for
guidance in this respect. Many times I have thought, OH MY they can’t
possibly tolerate what my daughter is doing right now, and our dear
beloved Rabbi would look and say to me – don’t worry, its okay, we love
it! When my child takes it too far (and by that I mean ME as a parent LET-
TING her go too far), with a kind word or gesture our Rabbi, Cantor, Torah
Readers, or Gabbaim would lead me in the right direction. Having been
parents themselves, they know that I, as a Rookie Mama, look to my elders
for guidance to strike that perfect balance between a family participating
enthusiastically during a service, and a respectful atmosphere in the shul. 

99.999999% of the time it works. You happened to be there the
0.000001% it didn’t. The parents you called out are relatively new to the
shul, and may also be learning to strike this right balance. At our shul, we
welcome everyone with a sincere commitment to Jewish Life, and when
you welcome someone, you welcome them in their entirety, in the good and
in the bad. The unruly children with their sometimes clueless parents
(including myself!), the newcomers, the latecomers, the early birds, the
people dressed to the nines, and those who are a bit underdressed. Those
who are excited to be there, and those who are not.

One of the relevant issues, which you perceptively brought up in your
article, is the difference between modern and traditional parenting. In past
generations, parents would not have DARED let their children misbehave
in public. Now, it’s just commonplace to see kids shit-disturbing in restau-
rants, doctors offices, and even religious places. Is it a good thing? Is it a
bad thing? It’s hard to say. No change is entirely good or bad, there are just
pros and cons. If you go to Israel, you see a much more kid-friendly cul-
ture – kids running loose everywhere under the watchful and caring eyes of
the understanding community. It takes a village, as they say!

Julie Pfeffer
At this point, I thought it appropriate to print something that was written,

also by a parent of young children, about attending synagogue services
with children. Paragraph 4 is particularly pertinent to this discussion:

Taking Your Kids to Services

By CARLA NAumBuRg
Getting to services on Shabbat morning is a lot of work. We have to make

sure everyone is up, fed, caffeinated (ok, at least two of us), reasonably
clean, and dressed appropriately. The baby may still need her morning nap,
which can make for tricky timing. Meanwhile, the toddler wants to wear
the pink kippah (which, of course, is the only one we can’t seem to find),
and there are more than a few negotiations about which toys can come (the
quiet ones) and which can’t (everything else).

The work doesn’t end once we walk out the door. We spend the ride over
reminding the toddler that if she has to say something (such as asking to go
to the potty so she doesn’t pee all over the sanctuary floor), she needs to
whisper. We spend much of services wrangling babies; although the toddler
is pretty good at sitting, we’re still shushing her frequently (it’s hard to get
too annoyed, though, when she’s just so excited about being so close to the
Rabbi and the Torah). The baby squirms and fidgets because all she wants
to do is walk, which she can’t quite do on her own yet. Thank goodness our
synagogue is kid-friendly, otherwise we wouldn’t last five minutes.

Needless to say, services are no longer the relaxing retreat of meditation,
prayer, and learning that they once were. By the time we get home, I’m
exhausted. But every time we go, I am reminded of all the reasons why tak-
ing our daughters to synagogue is totally worth the work.

(Continued on next page.)
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1. They love it. My
big girl has been par-
ticularly interested in
Jewish books and
music since she was
able to communicate
preferences, and her
sister seems to be fol-
lowing suit. The girls
love the singing at
services, and get real-
ly excited when they
get to go on the bimah
to open the ark or help
say hamotzi over the
challah.

2. They learn about Jewish practices and culture from someone
other than me or my husband. Josh and I are doing the best we can to
teach our girls about Judaism, but we can only share what we know, from
our own experiences and history. It’s important to me that the girls are
exposed to different ways of being Jewish, and taking them to services is a
great way to do that.

3. I get to experience services from a different perspective. My tod-
dler loves the Torah, and she got really excited this past week when her
Zayde was chanting. She wanted to see what was going on, and I was able
to take her right up to the bimah. In that moment, I got another opportuni-
ty to see our Torah up close, and I was reminded of just how amazing it is.
Even though I can’t read the Hebrew, I was struck by the beauty of the cal-
ligraphy, the texture of the parchment, and the decades of history embod-
ied in this holy document.

4. my daughters are practicing how to behave in spaces that aren’t
kid-centric. Between daycare, playgrounds, friends’ houses and our
house, the girls spend much of their lives in spaces that are geared
towards tiny Tasmanian Devils. Although our synagogue is definitely
kid-friendly, Saturday morning Torah services are for adults (and
reluctant b’nai mitzvah students). I think it’s important that my girls
learn how to greet adults appropriately, walk quietly, whisper, be
patient, and generally learn how to conduct themselves in houses of
worship. (For the record, we’re not even close to attaining this one. But it’s
always good to have goals.)

5. The girls are learning what it means to be a part of a community.
Judaism was meant to be explored and practiced in the context of a com-
munity. Every time we go to services, the girls experience this up close.
They see us sing and pray together, they play with other kids, and they
experience Jewish practices that usually happen at home (such as singing
the Sh’ma) in a communal space.

6. We don’t have to plan a morning outing, or worry about feeding
them lunch. Let’s be pragmatic. Taking the girls to services is like going
to a playdate, music class, storytime at the library, and Hebrew school all
in one. There are many kind folks (including Bubbe and Zayde) around to
pay attention to the girls and kvell over them, and even better, we get to
enjoy a delicious lunch with our friends.

7. I might even get to enjoy a few minutes of services. Our synagogue
has a childcare room, and when I’m lucky, the girls’ father or grandparents
will take them downstairs to play. As much as I enjoy my daughters, it’s
also really nice to have a few minutes to sit in quiet prayer, or learn from
our Rabbi and community. It reminds me why Judaism is so meaningful to
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Comment

The second letter that roundly criticized me was in response to what I had
written about a book I had read called “The End of Islam”, which was writ-
ten by someone named Abi Audi. I didn’t know much about the author –
except what little information she gave in the preface to her book. In fact,
when I attempted to Google her name, there was scant information avail-
able. But, when I received a  letter from Belle Jarniewski, which was
signed by Belle and numerous others, I decided to try and contact Abi
Audi. I found out that Abi Audi is a pseudonym, which is not at all sur-
prising, and that the real person has had an outstanding academic – and
diplomatic career (serving in various posts for Lebanon). She is also the
author of six books and is a graduate of the Sorbonne in France. I also
learned that her father was murdered by Islamic terrorists in Lebanaon.

I did manage to contact “Abi Audi” though and she responded to the crit-
icisms leveled against her in Belle’s letter.  I can only assume that “Abi
Audi” prefers not to use her real name, as she must be in fear for her life
for having criticized Islam so openly - and I won’t divulge it here.

Audi’s book reminded me very much of a book by Irshad Manji, which
was titled “The Trouble with Islam Today”. Following publication of that
book in 2004 Irshad Manji was subject to death threats. In a CNN inter-
view, she stated that “the windows of her apartment are fitted with bullet-
proof glass, primarily for the protection of her family.” Today Irshad lives
in Hawaii, which is probably a much safer place in which to live than main-
land North America, which is where she used to live.

There are other brave Muslims who have had the courage to openly crit-

icize some aspects of Islam, including Tareq Fatah, who also had a “fat-
wah” issued against him by an Indian cleric. 

Is it “Islamaphobic” to criticize Islam? We had one subscriber cancel his
subscription over what I had written in the last issue, saying that if a non-
Jews had said that Judaism shoudl be criticized for some of the barbaric
passages in the Torah, that would never be condoned. 

In the following letter, however, what I find especially galling is that
Belle and, I presume the individuals who attached their names to her letter,
simply dismiss Abi Audi outright – without even having read her book. The
letter questions her credentials – without any attempt to ascertain what her
credentials might be. That constitutes an ad hominem attack upon an indi-
vidual who actually happens to be highly credentialed, as you can see when
you read Abi Audi’s response to Belle’s letter.

Here, then, are Belle’s letter and Abi Audi’s response: 

As members of the Muslim-Jewish Interfaith Dialogue Group of
Winnipeg, our experience does not align with your comment in the August
30 issue of the Jewish Post & News: “(And, since Muslims are also at the
top of the hate list for most of these alt-right groups), it is easy to think that
Jews and Muslims have common cause. Yes, we do, in fighting these insid-
ious right-wing hate groups, but not much more than that.” 

Through ongoing dialogue we have learned how many common values
people of Jewish and Muslim faith share. While particular references in the
Qur’an you refer to are unknown to any of us, one can select a portion of
Jewish or Islamic scripture and interpret it literally, out of context of the
time and make it sound genocidal, homophobic, etc. We believe that the
publication you have noted is not authoritative by any means. An example
of a book we would recommend is Our Religions, edited by the respected
Hindu scholar, Arvind Sharma. The section on Islam was written by
Seyyed Hossein Nasr. For comparison’s sake, the section on Judaism in
this book was written by the very renowned Jewish scholar, Jacob Neusner.

We assure you that our meetings have taught us that in fact Jews and
Muslims have a great deal in common – both our religions and our cul-
tures. We invite you to engage people of Muslim faith in order to develop
a deeper appreciation for the broad diversity of opinion and interpretation
of scripture within the Islamic community. You may be as surprised as we
were to find how many common values we share.
Belle Jarniewski
Dr. Ruth Ashrafi
Daniel Ashrafi
Dr. Ben Baader
Dr. Hadass Eviatar
Sandy Hyman
merrill Schulman
and 14 other names who are not subscribers to this paper 

I forwarded Belle’s letter to Abi Audi herself. Here is what Ms. Audi
wrote in response:

I hold a postgraduate degree in philosophy from the Sorbonne and I have
published six academic and philosophical books in London, the US, Paris,
Australia and Brazil, which were translated into several languages.

In response to the criticism leveled against me, the book does not become
“authoritative” if the author is a Muslim cleric, far from that, the authority
comes from the INFO in the book which is none other than the Quran vers-
es themselves!

I am not writing ABOUT the Quran, I am letting the Quran itself speak
by quoting its many verses of violence and intolerance against all “infi-
dels”, including Jews and Christians. The prophet himself called Jews the
“sons of pigs and apes” and said that at the end of times the Muslims will
slaughter all the Jews.

Muslims like to warn against the “pitfalls” of reading the Quran without
the assistance of their clerics... because this way they can always defend
the verses of war as being “taken out of context”... I refer to this in my
book saying that, firstly, Islam has always been in a context of war! And
secondly, the Quran is supposed to be God’s eternal and unchanging word,
so how can one speak of a “context” when these words are supposed to
apply for all eternity?

The Muslims and their defenders are in complete denial when it comes
to the very literal verses of horrific violence which cannot be interpreted in
any allegorical sense... it is very easy to understand these verses without an
“authoritative” author!

You can also answer them back quoting the many verses of intolerance
against Jews, Christians and other “infidels” in my book.

Lastly, the Quran says the Jews are “damned and cursed by Allah”...
many many verses can be found in the Quran that are anti-Semitic. So
accusing me of being an Islamophobe is a very easy escape from the real-
ity of the Quran...
Thank you
Best regards,
Abi Audi

A child acting up in a synagogue.



W
innipeg-born filmmaker Howard
Barish has joined the big leagues. Over
the past couple of years, the LA-based

nephew of Earl Barish has transformed his
Kandoo Films from a company specializing in
doing commercials and promos for new TV shows
for the major networks to a production company
producing award-winning documentaries and –
now – full-length movies.

In April, Kandoo Films, Inc. announced their
upcoming film slate with their first two films, Little Star and Skin in the
Game. Both films, according to a press release, are currently in post-pro-
duction, with a third film going into production starting in June.

The film slate (of
six to eight films) is
intended to provide
opportunities for
emerging artists in-
front-of and behind
the cameras.

“Little Star”, which
stars Analeigh Tipton,
is directed by first-
time feature length
director, Dave
Schwep. The movie
focuses on starlet
Markey Marlowe,
abandoned by her
friends and family
and,  with her career
in jeopardy, she is
sequestered in a
duplex with a reclu-
sive landlord who just
may be more dam-
aged than she is.

“Skin in the
Game”, which was
directed by an award-
winning director/pro-
ducer who goes by the
name Adisa - also
making his feature
length directorial
debut, and starring
Erica Ash, is about the
horrific underground
world of human traf-
ficking.

“This is an opportu-

nity to give back to the industry, and work with first-time filmmakers look-
ing to tell their story,” stated Barish, the CEO and President of Kandoo Films,
in the press release. “This really provides the filmmakers the opportunity to
show their craft and get the experience of directing their own project.”

Kandoo Films is fully financing the entire slate of films, which will be com-
pleted over the next two years.

Howard Barish was born in Winnipeg but left here for Toronto in 1969 - when
he was nine - after his father, Sid, moved east to take charge of the Dickie Dee
Ice Cream operations for eastern Canada.

“I originally wanted to be a lawyer,” says Howard Barish, “but my marks
weren’t good enough. As I had always liked playing around with cameras, I
enrolled in York University’s film and television studies program. I developed a
real passion for filmmaking.”

After graduation from York, Barish went to work for CBC as an assistant
director, filming such 1980s TV series  as “Night Heat”, “Chasing Rainbows”,
“The Edison Twins” and “E.N.G.”

He made the move to Hollywood in January 1991. “It was always my dream
to go to Hollywood,” he says. “I applied for a green card in the lottery and won.”

When he arrived in Hollywood, he knew only two producers. He found some
work shooting segments for a series called “Women of the World” which led
him to Japan and Thailand.

He began working with a small company directing promos for network
shows such as “The Bill Cosby Show” and “Moonlighting”. “When the com-
pany went bankrupt,” he says, “I picked up the pieces and built the largest com-
pany in Hollywood specializing in producing commercials, movie trailers and
promotions for the major networks.”

Barish and Kandoo Films were propelled in a new direction nine years ago
when Ava DuVernay came into his life. “This was after the economic crash
(2008-2009),” he recounts. “As a result of the crash, business was slow and I
had some time on my hands. One day, this woman came into my office. She was
a publicist who was looking for some space to rent. A few days after she moved
in, she approached me with a script that she wanted to direct. She asked if I
would produce it. I had never lost my goal of making movies. So we formed a
partnership.”

Their first project together was the documentary, “This is the Life”,  in 2008,
which was a history of LA’s Good Life Cafe arts movement. The documentary
won several awards.

In 2011, they released their first narrative feature film, “I Will Follow”, a
story about an artist who puts her career on hold to care for an ailing aunt.

That same year, they also released “Middle of Nowhere”, about a nurse deal-
ing with her husband’s imprisonment. The film won several film festival
awards.

Their most recent collaboration is 2016’s “13th”, a documentary examining
race within the American judicial system. The title refers to the American 13th

Amendment, which outlawed slavery. The production argues that slavery is
being effectively perpetuated through mass incarceration. The film was nomi-
nated for eight Emmys and an Academy Award and was also selected to be the
opening feature film for this past year’s New York Film Festival.

As well, DuVerney has become ta highly sought-after director in Hollywood.
She directed the feature film “Selma”, and currently is directing a Disney movie
called ‘A Wrinkle in Time’ which stars Oprah Winfrey and Reese Witherspoon,
amongst others. The budget for that movie is $100 million US  and is scheduled
to be released on March 9, 2018. She is also one of the figures behind the cur-
rent TV series “Queen Sugar”.

“What came out of my collaboration with Ava,” Barish says, “was the real-
ization that we (Kandoo) can make good quality movies cost effectively. “We
have our own lot and the equipment you need to make movies. We can help
emerging artists and story-tellers make their films. We hope that our initial
film in our new series (“Little Star”) will be another award winner.”
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Myron Love

Earl Barish’s nephew making big splash in Hollywood

Winnipeg-born Howard Barish “built the largest company in
Hollywood specializing in producing commercials, movie trailers and pro-
motions for the major networks” then turned his attention to producing
documentaries and, more recently, feature films.

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

 

 

  

 

  
  

����������������������
��������������



����
�����	����

���
��
�
��� �����	����� !�"�� �

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

�������������������.&������
����������������������������

�$,.$)!$-��	�����.&������

���� )���
����,)�# '(0

���'".+-' ��**���	�	��$(('*%.+*�/$�

##!!��������""##�� �6���':/*��4)0/3-����6��"4(��/3*78+*��
!'7846��+34��'1/7.+6���+697'1+2���!'7846��/11=��643+��

�6��#8+:+��+6>/-���48.+67

%%//77//88�;;++((77//88++�� ,,44//��4466--��++::++338877
4466�))''1111���������������		�������4466�		����������

���������,46�246+�/3,462'8/43

�������&&������  ����
�6++�;/11� ,,+6/3-��$'<�"+)+/587�/779+*

$������ �������������������  ��??##�""++::++11''88//4433�,,4466�  9966�$$//22++77�����

..447788++**�((==���""��������##�44,,���##""���������//33//778866==



Wednesday, September 13, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   7

Synagogue/Community news

Refreshing the Message at Shir Tikvah – With You!
We at Shir Tikvah want your High Holy Days experience to be the best that it can be

– as an individual, and as part of the Shir Tikvah community. We do this so that the
High Holy Days is not just another ‘ same old, same old’  service, but has elements to
it that are new, invigorating and yes, even stimulating as part of a yearly ritual of being
with family and friends as we share this time together.

Why are we telling you this? We know that you may encounter a family member,
friend, acquaintance or just someone in the community who says – I do not go to High
Holy Days services because it is always the same; nothing new is ever said or done, and
it’ s the same prayers, year in and year out, and I said them as a child. Therefore, why
should I bother repeating them as an adult?

In some ways, they are right!
With the Shir Tikvah service, you can let them know that we try to make sure that

everyone has a meaningful experience. While some of the service will be the same,
there will be a lot there that might just interest them, stimulate them, and provoke a few
personal thoughts.

Think about this. We do not want our services, and our goal of making services
meaningful, to be a secret. Tell them this ‘ Secret’ , and encourage them to not be
afraid to check us out. Since we know that they will like what we do for and during our
service, and most importantly, what we stand for, we have a special offer this year that
will give everyone from our Community the opportunity to Pray with Us, Chant with Us,
Participate with Us, and most importantly be a part of bringing new energy to our ser-
vices!

We do all of this so that all of us – you, me and everyone else who attends Shir Tikvah
– gets as much out of the services as possible. It is because we constantly make the old
new again and ‘ Refresh the Message of the High Holy Days,’  that we encourage
all of our congregants to return for another year of Shir Tikvah services.

We need your help to grow our congregation. Please invite a, family member, a friend
or someone new to the community that is looking for a home. We want to welcome
them to Shir Tikvah this year with an introductory price of $25.00/ticket so that they
can experience the Joy of our services the way you have for the past several years.

Let’ s Rebuild, Reboot and Refresh so we can breathe new life into one of the
holiest times of the year together.

We look forward to welcoming you.
Sharon Bronstone, President

2017 Ticket prices are as follows: 
  
Full Price Ticket $110.00 
Early Bird Price (If purchased before September 7th) $100.00 
Single Service Ticket $75.00 
Student Ticket $75.00 
Children 12 and under (2 and under are free) $30.00 
First Time Congregants $25.00  

 

  
 
REMINDER: TICKETS ARE NOT TRANSFERRABLE. IDENTIFICATION MAY BE 

REQUESTED PRIOR TO ENTERING THE SANCTUARY. 
Dates and Times for this year’s services will be provided on the tickets: 

 
Rosh Hashanah                                             September 21st & 22nd (Thurs/Friday) 
Kol Nidre                                                                      September 29th (Friday) 
Yom Kippur                                                                 September 30th (Saturday) 
 
 

 
To purchase tickets, please contact either of the following people: 

(South) Sharon Bronstone - 204-795-0660  
(North) Anne Trotman - 204-339-5219 

 
Please send your ticket requests along with your cheque payable to: 

Congregation Shir Tikvah, C/O 44 Blundell Bay, Winnipeg, Manitoba  
R2V 4M4 

           

 
JUST A REMINDER... 

Prayer Book Dedications can be made when purchasing 
tickets. If you are interested in honoring or memorializing an 
Individual or an event, tax-deductible contributions for a 

minimum of $25.00 are available! 
To arrange a book dedication, contact Sharon  

@ 
204 795-0660 or  email: congregationshirtikvah@shaw.ca 

 

Let Us Email…You 
Shir Tikvah would like to update our records with your 

email address so we can be in touch…please send your 
email to congregationshirtikvah@shaw.ca. 

 

CHILDREN’ S 
CENTRE 

We will once again 
have our Children’s 
Centre available for 
ages 2 – 12 during  

ALL services. 
 

Congregation  
Shir Tikvah  
on Facebook! 

Visit our new Facebook 
page…like it.. share it!! 
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By Sean Savage/JNS.org

F
or many Jews, the High Holiday period is a
time of deep observance and self-reflection,
but for an increasingly large share of

American Jewry, the holidays also bring a new set
of challenges that go to the very core of one’s faith. 

According to the Pew Research Center’s October
2013 “A Portrait of Jewish Americans” survey, 58
percent of Jews marry outside the faith, up from 46
percent in 1990 and 17 percent before 1970.

The High Holidays–Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur–fall within a 10-day period known as the
“Days of Repentance.” Unlike other Jewish holi-
days such as Hanukkah and Passover, which some-
times overlap with major Christian or secular holi-
day periods, the High Holidays fall in September or
October. 

Given the seriousness of the holidays, Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur provide a unique chal-
lenge for many interfaith families.

Rabbi Jillian Cameron, a Boston-based regional director for Interfaith Family,
a national organization supporting interfaith couples and families exploring
Jewish life, told JNS.org that the High Holidays “are an intense period of time
in the Jewish world, full of introspection, difficult and complex theology, and
thousands of years of tradition. For many families, interfaith or not, the High
Holidays can seem overwhelming and therefore, a family meal, attending a
beautiful tashlich (a Jewish atonement ritual) service by a beautiful body of
water or a children’s service may be their only formal High Holiday experi-
ence.”

Observing the High Holidays
Sam Goodman of Tinton Falls, N.J., said his wife Anne, who is Catholic, gives

him wide latitude in observing the High Holidays, and that they often go to syn-
agogue together.

“I don’t think my holiday observance would be significantly different if Anne
were Jewish, with the exception of having to ‘share’ the holidays with her par-
ents,” he told JNS.org. 

Goodman, who is raising his 18-month-old son Jewish, said the family’s High
Holiday practice “has been a bit in flux over the past few years, in part due to
where we are as a family,” noting that the family will likely spend more time in
New Jersey this year with their Jewish community. 

Cameron said being members of a wider Jewish community, especially for
interfaith families, can be very helpful for observing the rigors of the High
Holidays. 

“For those who feel comfortable, safe and part of a loving community, this
experience can be incredibly powerful, for interfaith families just as much as
families with two Jews,” she said. “However, for those who haven’t found their
place yet, who struggle with religion, with theology, with God, or who just don’t

have enough information, it can easily be over-
whelming, exhausting and frustrating.”

Jessica Boatright, a mother of two from Boston
whose husband was raised Episcopal, said observ-
ing the High Holidays is actually less of a challenge
than other Jewish holidays that may overlap with
Christian ones.

“The High Holidays feel more singly focused
religiously, because there isn’t a Christian holiday at
the same time like there is at Hanukkah or
Passover,” Boatright told JNS.org.

Nevertheless, Boatright noted that as an interfaith
family living in a non-Jewish community, the High
Holidays do bring some complexity to managing
observance.

“In my Jewish household growing up, there was
never a question about missing school or work for
the High Holidays–no matter what was going on,
that’s what you did,” she said. “You checked the

Temple calendar over the summer and cleared your calendar for whatever days
were the High Holidays. Often, public school was closed in my city….My hus-
band didn’t grow up that way, and our current school system doesn’t close
school, so we’ve had to develop a practice for our family to clear the schedule.”

Cameron pointed out that the High Holidays take place in a more formal
Jewish setting than Hanukkah or Passover, which may prove more difficult for
some interfaith families.

“If you belong to a synagogue you’re set, but what if you don’t, what if you
haven’t found the right place for your family, or you’re not sure a synagogue is
the right Jewish community for you and your family?” she said. “Access to the
holiday can be physically difficult, and often the intellectual, spiritual and emo-
tional access is even more difficult.”

Extended family
While introducing one’s partner to the complexities of observing the High

Holidays, it may be even more challenging to introduce these holidays to
extended non-Jewish family members, who may be less invested in learning
about the holidays.

For Sam Goodman, when it comes to understanding Yom Kippur, which
requires Jews to fast, it is helpful that his in-laws are observant Catholics.

“Though the Catholic concept of fasting doesn’t quite align with the restric-
tions of a Jewish fast, there are analogous practices of self-denial within the
Catholic faith that more easily enabled me to explain certain Yom Kippur ritu-
als,” he said. “I was also able to point to the sections of Leviticus which describe
the historical roots of the holidays.”

Goodman also explained he has used online resources, such as Interfaith
Family’s website, to educate his wife’s family about the High Holidays.

Similarly, Jessica Boatright said her extended non-Jewish family has been
very supportive regarding the holidays.

“They always extend
well wishes which are
heartfelt and very
nice,” she said. “It feels
like they support this
special time of year for
us.”

Goodman believes
communication is one
of the most important
factors to helping
extended family mem-
bers understand differ-
ent religious traditions.

“If I had one bit of
advice for other inter-
faith couples and fami-
lies, it would be to
explain the ‘whats’ and
‘whys’ of unfamiliar
religious practices to
each other and to your
in-laws as they pop
up,” he said. “In my
experience, it’s helped
turn situations that
would be confusing –
for example, why I did-
n’t drink beer, my pre-
ferred beverage, during
last year’s Easter gath-
ering, because it fell
during Passover–into
educational opportuni-
ties.”
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High Holidays

High Holidays stand alone on the calendar for interfaith families, but still pose challenges 

The cover page of the Interfaith Family orga-
nization’s “Guide to the High Holy Days.” 

Credit: Interfaith Family.
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Synagogue news

Family, baggage and new beginnings 
Shaarey Zedek High Holy Day perspective 

By LESLIE EMERY
Program Director 
and Family Service Leader 

As the High Holy Days approach,
I find myself reminiscing of days
gone by: gathering with my mom
and sisters at my grandparents’
home to prepare for the celebration
with friends and family following
Rosh Hashanah services; polishing
the silver and helping to choose
which beautiful dishes would hold
the delicious food my grandma had
lovingly prepared for lunch the fol-
lowing afternoon; attending ser-
vices at Shaarey Zedek; helping my
great-grandma to and from the car;
hearing the awe-inspiring sounds of
the shofar; singing along in the
auditorium, with the far away voic-
es of the choir; reading the transla-
tions, attempting to decode the

mysteries our ancestors had left for us, hidden in Hebrew. Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur were always a time for being together with family. The
importance of that connection stays true with me today.

Since those days many things have changed. More than a decade has
passed since I began leading High Holy Day Family Services. I have dav-
ened with many families and watched children grow into young men and
women. I have a husband and we have a young daughter of our own. So
many changes and yet the essence and importance of what we do this time
of year remains the same.

When I think of the High Holy Days, the image of a person weighed
down with awkward bags, luggage and other cumbersome burdens enters
my mind. I think of the many errors in judgement we are prone to make,
the mistakes I have made, my desire to do better... the mistakes many carry
throughout their lives, holding on to them tightly, not knowing how to
release them. I believe one of the most important things Judaism offers the
modern world is the acceptance of mistakes. Our tradition is so confident
that we are going to make mistakes that we have an annual opportunity to
repair them between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur. We can release our
baggage by helping to heal the hurts we may have caused to ourselves and
others. We can take steps to learn from our errors so we don’t repeat them.
We can forgive and move forward with loving hearts. 

I have heard many different comments about the Family Service over the
years. The truth is that the Family Service is for families. Families are
important. Time together is irreplaceable. Moments, memories, love,
laughter and snuggles shared are priceless and fleeting. Life is too short.
The Family Service is intended to meet the needs of families with young
children. The service itself has something for everyone, young, old and in
between - a meaningful experience celebrating the special connection you
have together and preparing for a fresh start for the upcoming year. The
High Holy Day Family Service is a place to begin and finish the process of
releasing the baggage from the past year, so that you can take steps towards
getting through this messy, miraculous world the best you can, with the
support of your loved ones.

In my work as Program Director and as a Ritual Leader for Congregation
Shaarey Zedek, a large focus of mine has been that special connection
between parents and children, grandparents and grandchildren, aunts and
uncles with nieces and nephews, and helping  to make meaningful memo-
ries that last a lifetime. We are working very hard as a staff and congrega-
tion to bridge the gap between the old and new. We are proud to be inclu-
sive and welcoming. Whether you are Jewish, of mixed background or
exploring, LGBTQ+, or an interfaith family, partnered, single or new to
Winnipeg, you will find a community at Shaarey Zedek that is here for you.
Check out our newly innovated High Holy Day Sanctuary Services or join
us at the Family Service on Yom Tov led by me with accompaniment by
Josh Weinstock on  guitar and Jay Stoller on drums; it is interactive, filled
with music, meaning, and fun for families. 

For first time Shaarey Zedek High Holy Day attendees and those who
have not attended in three or more years, the shul is offering a 50% dis-
count on all seating options, for members and non-members alike. Have a
look at our special promotion on this page for details. 

Wishing you and your family a Happy Healthy and Sweet New Year
filled with many shared moments with those you love. Shanah Tovah. 

LESLIE EMERY 
Credit:Elaine Halpert Photography

Experience High Holy Days at Shaarey Zedek

Members and Non-Members
50% off Standard Seat Prices

If you haven’t attended in 3+ years or ever 
Rosh Hashanah Days 1 & 2, Kol Nidre, and Yom Kippur

Shaarey Zedek has made significant changes over the last
few years to enhance our High Holy Day services. We want
as many people as possible in the community to experience
Yom Tov with us and enjoy the shorter, more meaningful,
inclusive and lively services to kick off the Jewish New Year. 

Shaarey Zedek is offering an exclusive deal of 50% off tick-
et prices for Members and Non-Members who have not pur-
chased or attended High Holy Day services with us for 3 or
more years. 

Check out the fine print below or contact our High Holy
Day Seating Coordinator, Lara London, at 204-975-3481
or lara@szwinnipeg.ca for more information or to book
your seats.

The “Fine Print”

- Members and Non-Members of Congregation 
Shaarey Zedek (CSZ) are welcome to take advantage 
of this offer.

- In order to qualify for this offer, you must not have
purchased HHD tickets or attended Shaarey Zedek 
HHD Services in the past 3+ years.

- CSZ Members will receive 50% off Member Priced 
ticket(s). 

- If you are a Member of another Synagogue and want 
to try our services this year you will receive 50% off 
Member Priced ticket(s). 

- Non-Synagogue Members will receive 50% off Non-
Member Priced ticket(s).

- All seats subject to availability

Hope to see you at Shaarey Zedek this Yom Tov!

Terrorist attacks against Israelis drop
dramatically following harsh July

(JTA) -- The number of terrorist attacks targeting Israelis fell by more
than half last month from July, constituting the sharpest decrease in inci-
dents since 2015.

The Israel Security Agency, or Shin Bet, recorded 110 terrorist attacks
in August compared to 222 the previous month, when tensions around the
Temple Mount compound in Jerusalem generated a major hike in inci-
dents, the agency said in its monthly report published earlier this week.

The decrease brought the number of attacks back to a level similar from
before the July conflagration, which resulted in the highest number of
incidents in any month since December 2015. From January 2016
onward, Israel saw on average 121 attacks against its citizens per month.

The attacks in August resulted in two injuries, both from stabbings.
There were no fatalities in August from terrorist attacks against Israelis.
July was one of the deadliest months in terms of Israeli victims of terror-
ist attacks since 2015, with five dead, including two police officers near
the Temple Mount.

The decrease in terrorist activity was especially steep in Jerusalem,
where the 24 attacks in August represented a 73 percent drop. The
decrease in the West Bank was less dramatic: a 36 percent drop to 83 inci-
dents.

In July, three Arab terrorists killed the two officers before being shot
dead. Israel placed metal detectors at the entrance to the Temple Mount,
a compound that is holy both to Jews and Muslims. Riots ensued, lead-
ing Israel to dismantle the metal detectors two weeks after installing
them.
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Yiddish page/Harry Warren

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust
at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Many books have the word “Yiddish” in the title:

Yiddish for dogs, babies, and recently also pirates. It
seems that Yiddish has become an empty symbol that
expresses our Jewish complexes. This semester I will be
teaching at the University of Manitoba a course about
Yiddish culture in Eastern Europe. Hopefully we will
bring back Yiddish to Yiddish. 

We are seniors
More about great musicals

I was at a barbeque
social recently when
the woman beside me
remarked that she
enjoyed reading my
articles in The Jewish
Post & News, especial-
ly the ones about
Hollywood musicals. 

So, I thought I would give it another try. There was a
movie called “Till the Clouds Roll By”, about the life
story of composer Jerome Kern,  who is played by Robert
Walker in the film. It also starred June Allyson. This 1946
film featured many Hollywood stars singing songs from
Kern-written musicals.  

One of the films for which Kern wrote the music was
“Showboat”, which was released first in 1936, then again
in 1951. The 1951 version of “Showboat” starred Kathryn
Grayson and Howard Keel,  also featured the beautiful
Ava Gardner. The story takes place on a paddlewheel
steamboat owned by Joey E. Brown, sailing on the
Mississippi River. Performers on the boat would do shows
along the small towns on the river. Some of the notable
songs include “Only Make Believe”, sung by Grayson and
Keel and “Fish Gotta Swim and Birds Gotta Fly... I’m
going to love that man till I die”, sung by Gardener. Then
there’s  the classic “Ole Man River...  he just keeps rolling
along, I’m tired of living and scared of dying.”

Other songs in “Till the Clouds Rolly By” include  “The
last time I saw Paris”, sung by Dinah Shore, and “Look for
the silver lining”, sung by Judy Garland. 

Another of my favourite musicals is  “My Fair Lady”
starring Rex Harrison and Audrey Hepburn. Harrison
plays an unmarried college professor who specializes in
phonetics and accepts a wager to transform Hepburn, a
flower girl in London, into a duchess! He succeeds in a
memorable movie which includes notable songs such as
“Just you wait ‘Enry Iggins just you wait”, sung by
Hepburn, “ I’m an ordinary man”, sung by Harrison, and
“Get me to the church on time”, sung by Stanley
Holloway. 

Another of my favorite Hollywood musicals is “An
American in Paris”, starring Gene Kelly and Leslie Caron.
Kelly is an ex-soldier who decides to live in Paris when he
leaves the U.S. Army after World War II to become an
artist. He has a chance meeting with Caron in a Paris
bistro. It’s love at first sight for Kelly. The last 20 minutes
of this musical are absolutely outstanding, with colorful
costumes, great colorful actors, and supreme choreogra-
phy by Kelly, including the magical Cyd Charisse!

There was the story about two men who were selling
tokens outside a church. One was selling miniature cross-
es and the other miniature Stars of David. The one selling
crosses was having great success. A priest came out of the
church and said to the man selling the Stars of David,
“Don’t you know this is a Catholic Church” “You won’t
sell any of Stars of David here.”

When he left Moishe said to his friend “Imagine a priest
telling us how to run our business.”

By

HARRY WARREN
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Profile

Elana El: Capturing Winnipeg’s cityscapes

B
orn in
U k r a i n e ,
Elena El

made aliyah with her
family when she was
18 years old and lived
near Haifa. While in
Israel, she continued
her education in Fine
Arts and, 16 years
later, decided to make
the move to
Winnipeg (in 2006).

It was in Israel that
El began her career as
a graphic designer
and children’s book
illustrator, while
doing fine art on the
side – all crafts she
was able to transfer
over to her life in
Winnipeg.

“In Israel I was a
children’s book illus-
trator and illustrated
more than 15 chil-
dren’s books that
were sold in the
finest book stores in the country,” says El. “These books were education
books for kids. Projects were drawn not just in Israel, but all over the
world. For example, I did projects for kids in Korea for learning in
English.”

While she did some fine art in Israel, El was known as an illustrator. But,
in Winnipeg, her fine art career began taking off as well (though she also
continues working in graphic design).

El started up her own business, called, “ArtEl Studio” (artelstudio.com)
and her specialty is Winnipeg cityscape paintings (mainly in acrylic). For
those who went to Folklorama 2017’s Israeli
pavilion, you may have spotted El as one of the
vendors on the way into the show displaying her
artwork.

(El’s work is also now on display at the
Shaarey Zedek synagogue.)

El’s passion for art began at an early age, she
recalls. “My mom, she just paid attention. I was
young. I was drawing all the time, looking at
books and all that. She decided to enrol me in a
children’s school of art. When I started, they
started me at the second year level, because I
was that good. I just liked it, drawing since I
remember myself.

“In Israel, they have a big school of fine arts
and graphic design located in Haifa. The one in
Haifa was closer to me location-wise – WIZO
Haifa College of Design and Education. It was
design and illustration and fine arts, so I just
enrolled into that college. And it just was all
together. When you finish, you can choose what
your specialty is. I took graphic design and ran
my own business as an illustrator.”

The move to Winnipeg was fairly easy for El,
as she has friends that made the move before her
and the Jewish community was eager to support
in any way possible.

“The fact that Winnipeg has a big Jewish com-
munity was one of the reasons for moving here,”
says El. “I like the city – multicultural, and
nature, and everything.

“Since I arrived, it was fantastic. All these peo-
ple told me what to do, where to go, where to

visit. It was a warm reception. Even today, I
know I am sometimes volunteering – the Jewish
community asked me to do volunteering job
greeting people who come to visit. So, I meet
with them and explain to them about Jewish
community, about Winnipeg, about life here. It’s
kind of giving back what I received when I
came.”

At El’s exhibition at Shaarey Zedek, she is dis-
playing her original acrylic paintings – most of
which are local cityscapes and a couple of Judaic
pieces. They will on display on the lower level of
the synagogue for about a month and a half – at
least 10 painting of various size and scope.

While she would be happy to talk to people who
may be interested in buying her paintings, El is
hoping that, at the very least, people might dis-
cover some unknown beauty about Winnipeg.

El enjoys the balance between her graphic
design work on the computer and her time in
front of the canvas. She also spends a lot of time
walking and taking photos that she uses as a

memory bank when painting. “In the summertime I may do some sketches
outside,” says El. “Wintertime is problematic. My water would be frozen.
So, I paint only from my own photography.

“I’m trying to show the positive side of the city. We all know negative
comments and all that. I think it’s a beautiful city. I really enjoy it. People
hopefully can stop for a moment in the routine and look around and see
what I see. That’s why Winnipeg is my subject.”

El’s studio is on the 2nd floor of the Cre8ery Gallery and Studio
(http://www.cre8ery.com/) at 125 Adelaide St.

ELANA EL in her studio 
The move to Winnipeg was fairly easy for El, as she has friends that

made the move before her and the Jewish community was eager to sup-
port in any way possible. All photos on this page, credit: Dave Swiecicki

By

REBECA  kUROPATWA



Introduction
“The Lost Expressionist: Nick Yudell’s Journey in Images. A hidden

cache; a world seen through the daring eye of an unknown photograph-
er”. The inaugural exhibition and multimedia presentation by Celia
Rabinovitch, Ph.D., hosted by the Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada. Newly restored negatives from a concealed cache reveal a young
photographer from Morden and Winnipeg, who became an RAF pilot, shot
down in the Western Desert of World War II, who created a powerful lega-
cy.

A Hidden Cache

Imagine opening a box of nega-
tives shot before World War II by a
young man from a small town in
Manitoba, who died during the war.
No one has seen these negatives
since the 22-year-old enlistee
closed the box he made for his
life’s work in August,1940, and lef,
first to Shilo, Manitoba, then to
Alberta, to fly for the R.A.F. and to
defend freedom. His fountain pen
inks the surface of each aged brown
envelope with the time, date, place,
lighting conditions, and names of
people in the negatives inside.
Enclosed lives a world unseen, cap-
tured by a young Jewish photogra-
pher from rural Manitoba during
the Dirty Thirties, whose work
aspires to a modern vision that parallels the art emerging from Europe then.
The photographer was Isador “Nick” Yudell. 

Nick Yudell’s dramatic photographs capture aspects of life -- spanning
the Jazz Age – when he was twelve and received a camera -- and the Great
Depression, bridging the 1920s through1930s. His works are rarely candid
or documentary, yet he created stunning black and white images that make
those times vivid. He depicted himself and others in striking filmic por-
traits. He anticipated avant-garde art with double exposures and experi-
mental lighting.  Nick Yudell is a lost artist whose images have been
brought to life. His work is a major discovery.

Provenance of the Negatives
Milton Rabinovitch (1909-

2001) of Morden and Winnipeg,
was Nick’s cousin and close
friend. Nick enlisted in the mili-
tary in 1940, and became an RAF
pilot flying in North Africa and
Malta, until his tragic death in
Tunisia in 1943. He left a wood-
en box of negatives and his pho-
tography magazines with Milton,
who preserved Nick’s negatives
in their cache until his death in
2001. 

Seeking to understand Nick’s
vision, Milton’s daughter, Celia
Rabinovitch, artist professor and
author, selected, restored, and
printed the negatives with digital
processes. She investigated Nick
in Morden, Winnipeg, researched
letters in Russian and Yiddish,
RAF documents, and collected
oral histories. Themes of friend-
ship, play, place, air flight, and
artistic experimentation emerged
from the box. 

Early Life and Interests
Nick Yudell was born in 1916

in Canada, to new Canadians
originally from Russia. His
father, Alexander Yudluvitz, like
other Russian Jewish boys, was
conscripted at the age of 13 into
the Czar’s army. A high-ranking
officer, after the disastrous
Russo-Japanese war in 1904 he
made his way from Vladivostok
to Kiev, to his sweetheart, Sophie
(Kluner). A postcard taken by an
art photographer in Vinnytsia, in
west central Ukraine, shows a
tall, uniformed officer with a
sword, a holster, and a cornet.
Alex wrote a tender message to
Sophie, “You are in my mind all
the time, your image stays with
me.” 

Leaving Russia during the
pogroms, they landed in Cuba
in1904. Alex found contacts in
sugar for his future business.
They went to New York, where
Sophie’s sister Sonia had
worked in the garment industry.
In 1909, they arrived at
Winnipeg’s Union Station, embracing life in Canada. 

When he was two, Nick’s mother Sophie died. Running the Star Trading
Company, 277 Dufferin Ave., in Winnipeg’s north end, Alex could not pro-
vide for his older children, Mary and Milton, and care for a toddler. Nick
came to live with his mother’s sister Sonia and her husband “Doc”
Rabinovitch in the town of Morden, 80 miles southwest of Winnipeg. Nick
joined nine adventurous cousins as the baby of the family. His cousins cap-
tivated him. Travelling between Morden and Winnipeg, with family or by
rail, he observed life on the prairies with a curiousity instilling a desire for
adventure. At the age of 12 he received a camera, and began taking pho-
tographs, capturing introspective self-portraits, shooting the attitudes and
pastimes of those around him. 
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Jewish Heritage Centre exhibit

A Playful World in a Perilous Era 
A hidden cache of photographs taken by a Manitoba creative photographer 

who was shot down in North Africa in World War II unveils a world of glamour and grit.

One of Nick’s earliest photographs,
taken just prior to 1928 with a cam-
era he had just been given. The pic-
ture is of Nick’s cousin, Wolf
Rabinovitch, in Morden, Manitoba.

Zenon Yonker, 397 Burrows 
1933 photo taken by Nick Yudell

THE LOST EXPRESSIONIST
Nick Yudell’s Journey in Images
A hidden cache; a world seen through the daring eye  
of an unknown photographer. RAF pilot who fell  
in the Western Desert, WWII, left a visual legacy.

A multimedia program and exhibition by Celia Rabinovitch, Ph.D.
Exhibition, September 8 to October 11, 2017
Lecture, Tuesday, September 26, 2017, 7:30 PM,   Admission $10, reception to follow
Berney Theatre, Asper Campus 123 Doncaster St, Winnipeg, MB, CANADA
Information, scarbone@jhcwc.org, 204.477.7467

With grateful  
acknowledgement  
for their support

Alan Yusim

Continued on next page.

NICK YUDELL, 1940
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Jewish Heritage Centre exhibit

A Passion for Photography
Attending St. John’s Technical

Collegiate in Winnipeg’s North
End from 1930-1933, he pho-
tographed his friends in reflective
or dramatic poses. His images
include Joe Adelman, Etta
Granovsky, Rose Rothstein, Silvia
Rosenburg, Fritzy Greene, Doris
“Thor” Torchinsky, Shirley Walsh,
Zenon Yonker, Mary Ginsburg and
Milton Yudell. Returning to
Morden to work in the Rabinovitch
Bros. Store on Stephen Street, he
captured Bert Deans, Harold
Kendal, Evelyn Cram, Cliff Milne,
Edith Dickie, Marian Vrooman,
Joe Gladstone, Vic Burgess, and
his cousins Beryl, Ruby, Milton,
Leon, and Wolf Rabinovitch.
Many boys that he photographed
served in WW II. 

Depression and the Dust Bowl
During the Depression, people

made their own entertainment.
Nick’s camera created exchanges
with his subjects, shot in natural
light or dramatic chiascuro. His
work echoes German
Expressionism and anticipates the
development of film noir. They
reflect the postures and gestures of
men and women emulating gang-
sters or babes. Others pose with
confidence, in portraits of singular
power and expressive intensity, far
from the stiff studio portraits taken
then. He connected with others
through his lens, making images
that strike the heart. 

After the stock market crash of
1929, there was no work. By 1931,
Manitoba suffered from the wither-
ing effects of the Dust Bowl that
dried the land and blew the disap-
pearing soil across the plains. In
Morden, locust invasions occurred, followed by town campaigns to “keep
your soil at home” through planting bushes. These were idealistic times.
Volunteers at the Dominion Experimental Farm in Morden developed fruit
and grain for a short growing season, allowing prairie farmers to feed the
world. 

Photography and Air Flight: the RAF pilot
His passions for photogra-

phy and air flight merged
during the mid-30s. He doc-
umented flight with model
airplanes, Steven’s Field,
and biplanes landing in the
Red River. Relentless news
of rising fascism on the
European continent prompt-
ed him to enlist in the
Manitoba Mounted Rifles
and the RAF in 1940. In
early 1942 he went to
England, joining RAF
Squadron 104 in North
Africa. He arrived in Kabrit
during the second Battle for
El Alamein under Field
Marshal Bernard
Montgomery. 

Nick became a pilot and a
warrants officer with an
international group of
Commonwealth airmen:
British Squadron Leader,
Ivan Cornelius Strutt,
Tommy Lonsdale, and
Australian gunner Geoffrey
O’Keefe. The squadron

moved to numbered
locations in the
Western Desert from
Egypt to Tunisia,
enduring desert heat
during day, cold at
night, with little to eat.
On January 6, 1943,
Ivan Strutt and Nick
Yudell piloted a
Vickers Wellington II
from Malta to Tunisia
in the charge to stop
General Rommel’s
supply lines from
entering the
M e d i t e r r a n e a n .
Returning from their night mission to bomb the docks at Sousse, German
flak hit their plane, igniting it.  According to Operations Records, it
appeared as a flare in the sky, 60 miles south of Sousse. 

Nick’s RAF attestation papers show he tried to enlist the previous year.
After the war, he intended to open a photography studio. He played
lacrosse, hockey, baseball, and built model airplanes. He excelled in all
aspects of the interview, yet was ranked average, perhaps a result of the lin-
gering antisemitism of the interviewing officer. Nick was one of nearly 500
Canadians soldiers of Jewish faith who died in World War II. Contrary to
superficial ideas, Jews were not all victims in WWII, but heroic fighters.
Nearly 20,000 Canadians of Jewish faith subscribed in the military. The
RCMP in 1940 reported, “The Jewish community … has subscribed gener-
ously, way out of proportion, not because they consider it a ‘Jewish’ war,
but because they understand the clear-cut policy of decency versus brute
force much better than people who take their freedom for granted.”1 

After WWII, piercing personal losses rendered families silent. No one
talked about Nick.  Celia Rabinovitch researched his life with the contri-
butions of many others, especially Paul Strutt of England, Squadron Leader
Ivan Strutt’s nephew. Nick Yudell was awarded the 1939-45 Star, Africa
Star & bar, Defence Medal, Canadian Volunteer Service Medal and Clasp,
War Medal 1939-45, and posthumously awarded RCAF Operational Wings
in recognition of gallant service in action against the enemy, in 1946. His
name is on the Malta Memorial and the Morden Cenotaph, and listed in
Canada’s Book of Remembrance. In northern Manitoba, Yudell Lake bears
his name. 

The daring eye of Nick Yudell uncovers a playful and romantic world in
a perilous time, in rare images of the glamour and grit of an era. 

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada is pleased to host the
exhibition by Celia Rabinovitch, who presents The Lost Expressionist:
Nick Yudell’s Journey in Images, on Tuesday, September 26,  7:30 pm,
Berney Theatre, Asper Center, 123 Doncaster Street, Winnipeg. Admission
to lecture: $10 at door. The exhibition runs September 9-October 11, 2017.

1 RCMP Intelligence Bulletin, December 23, 1940, 311. 
https://journals.lib.unb.ca/index.php/RCMP/article/download/9647/9702
Accessed July, 2017. 

WINNIPEG FRIENDS OF ISRAEL PRESENTS:
PAINT A NEW  YEAR BLESSING 
FOR ISRAEL AND THE WORLD

Sunday Sept. 24, 2017 
2:00-5:00 pm.
Temple Shalom Synagogue 
1077 Grant Ave.
Cost: $29
Space is limited. Please RSVP to

friendsofisraelwinnipeg@gmail.com

ENJOY ISRAELI ART, MUSIC AND SNACK AND MORE

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

    
    

    

   

   
 

 
  

    

Continued from previous page.

Fritzy Greene, Shirley Walsh, N
Panama Apt, Winnipeg - 1934

Cliff Milne, Edith Dickie in
Large Pair of Pants, Morden

Etta Granovsky, Nick Yudell, 
105 Bannerman  Ave, 1937
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Hillary Clinton says Bernie Sanders attacks 
on her led to Trump victory

(JTA) -- Hillary
Clinton blamed
attacks against her
by Bernie Sanders
during the
Democratic pri-
mary for president
on her eventual
loss in the general
election to Donald
Trump.

In excerpts from
Clinton's forth-
coming book
“ W h a t
Happened,” the
former secretary
of state wrote that the attacks by Sanders, a Vermont senator, caused
“lasting damage” and were instrumental in “paving the way for Trump’s
Crooked Hillary campaign.”

The book is scheduled to be released on Sept. 12, but Clinton support-
ers have posted photos of pages from the book on social media.

Clinton also said that she appreciated that Sanders campaigned for her
in the general election.

“But he isn’t a Democrat – that’s not a smear, that’s what he says,” she
wrote of the Independent. “He didn’t get into the race to make sure a
Democrat won the White House, he got in to disrupt the Democratic
Party.”

Clinton praised Sanders, a long shot for the nomination, for engaging
“a lot of young people in the political process for the first time, which is
extremely important.”

Clinton also wrote that President Barack Obama counseled her to "grit
my teeth and lay off Bernie as much as I could," according to the
excerpts. She said that following that advice made her feel she was "in a
straitjacket."

Rady JCC and Winnipeg Architecture Foundation 
Present morley Blankstein Architecture Film Series

Harry Seidler: Modernist
Introduction by Vladimir Belogolovsky

The Rady JCC and the Winnipeg Architecture Foundation are
pleased to be present the second installment in the morley Blankstein
Architecture Film Series on Thursday, September 28 at 7:30 p.m. at
the Berney Theatre, Rady JCC.

The first documentary retrospective of Harry Seidler’s architectural
legacy, Harry Seidler: Modernist reveals an intimate portrait of his
extraordinary life and internationally recognized work. Seidler is
acclaimed as one of the greatest modernist architects. The few mod-
ernist buildings going up in his home town of Vienna, the twisted steel
and unadorned concrete of the Hochhaus on Herrengasse (1932) for
example, excited the imagination of the young academically gifted
boy. But WWII intervened and Harry Seidler was forced to flee Austria
along with thousands of other Jews. He found a short-lived refuge in
the UK, until he was interned and deported soon after the outbreak of
hostilities. It was in Canada that Seidler finally gained acceptance to
architectural studies at the university of manitoba. Although he had
not finished his high school education, it was here, that the
University‘s admissions board recognized his talent and he was to gain
entry at second year level. In this way he finished his architecture
degree in 1944 at aged 20 and became a registered architect the fol-
lowing year. Harry went on to design hundreds of buildings across
Australia.

The film will be introduced by Vladimir Belogolovsky. Mr.
Belogolovsky is the founder of the New York-based Intercontinental
Curatorial Project, which focuses on organizing, curating, and design-
ing architectural exhibitions worldwide. Trained as an architect at
Cooper Union in New York, he has written over two hundred articles,
as well as five books including Harry Seidler: LIFEWORK (Rizzoli,
2014).His exhibition Harry Seidler: Painting Toward Architecture has
been travelling around the world since 2012.

There will be an opportunity for Q & A with Mr. Belogolovsky and
a reception will follow the programming.

The program was launched at the Winnipeg International Jewish
Film Festival in June with the screening of the film Incessant Visions
on the untold story German Architect Erich Mendelsohn. This unique
series which pays tribute to Morley Blankstein z”l who was a well-
known architect, community leader and philanthropist. 

Special thanks to the Blankstein Family for their support. Tickets are
available at the Rady JCC at www.radyjcc.com or (204) 477-7510.
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An audience in a synagogue in Paris
Credit: Serge Attal/Flash90

Continued on next page.

The High Holiday 
sermon problem 

By Jonathan S. Tobin/JNS.org
For rabbis, it’s their annual golden opportunity

to reach a much larger audience than usual. For
members of a congregation, they can be either
enlightening or entertaining highlights of the ser-
vices, or dreary and sometimes infuriating ses-
sions. In any scenario, there’s no better barometer
of the state of American Jewish life than the con-
troversies that inevitably attach themselves to High
Holiday sermons.

Sermons are often the centerpiece of the Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur services that bring in
the kind of large audiences that are seldom present
for ordinary Sabbaths. That’s why it’s rare that a
congregation doesn’t use these days to help raise
money to support its efforts to stay open the rest of
the year, as well as to provide the customary spiri-
tual succor.

These sermons are also a rabbi’s chance to
impart priorities and views to congregants with the
maximum possible impact. That’s why their choic-
es of topics and their treatment of them are crucial
indicators of what issues are at the top of the
American Jewish agenda. This is also why the ser-
mons have become an endless source of agonizing
and controversy for both speaker and audience.

It is possible for a rabbi to raise an issue without
speaking in a manner that makes either the syna-
gogue or Judaism itself part of a partisan debate.
Skillful sermonizers know how to tiptoe right up to
the brink of using their pulpits to advance a partic-
ular cause, candidate or political party without
crossing over. Asking people to think about the
implications of a divisive issue, without commit-
ting the institution to one side or another, is entire-
ly legitimate.

But in our hyper-partisan era, in which neutral
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ground has become rare, it’s not easy to navigate
issues relating to either foreign policy or social jus-
tice without picking sides in a manner that is bound
to alienate some congregants. At a time when
many synagogues are increasingly blurring the line
between their activities and politics, rabbis must
ponder just how far they want to go in either vent-
ing their own opinions or pandering to the preju-
dices of their audiences.

Many Conservative, Reform and
Reconstructionist synagogues have already made
peace with crossing the line between religion and
politics this year, through activism that clearly
positioned them as part of the “resistance” against
President Donald Trump. This has resulted in a so-
called “Trump bump” that has reportedly boosted
attendance at such synagogues, since they provide
a Jewish address for liberal Jews to vent their frus-
trations at the president. An overwhelming majori-
ty of American Jews are liberals and are likely to
vote for Democrats. A recent Yale University study
of clergy affiliation showed that about 80 percent
of Reform rabbis, 70 percent of Conservative rab-
bis and 40 percent of Orthodox rabbis are
Democrats. Therefore, it isn’t surprising that you
are more likely to hear a sermon that inveighs
against Trump’s positions on immigration or some
other issue if you belong to a non-Orthodox syna-
gogue.

At the same time, increasing numbers of rabbis
have complained about the perils of sermonizing
about Israel. Those inclined to blame Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu for the failure of the
peace process claim that angry congregants are sti-
fling their desire to speak out, making Israel a no-
go zone for some even as others in liberal syna-
gogues have been increasingly vocal about their
desire to distance themselves from the views of the
Israeli government. Indeed, the notion of High
Holiday pulpits being used for traditional advoca-
cy on behalf of Israel is increasingly passé.

What all this means is that although rabbis are
still viewed as opinion leaders, their sermons are
likely to reflect the views of those they serve. In
this context, the question of whether to discuss pol-
itics or Israel rather than purely religious questions
on the High Holidays is also a reflection of the cul-
tural milieu in which American Jews live. 

The temptation to preach politics or to treat Israel
as a third-rail issue may be irresistible. But perhaps
the greatest problem facing our community is the
one that relates to the routine delegitimization of
political foes. The same applies to the way dis-
agreement over Israel has led some Jews to either
walk away from engagement with Israel, or to sup-
port the efforts of its foes to isolate or destroy it.

None of us can say what the Jewish calendar year
5778 holds in store for the U.S., American Jewry or
Israel. But we do know that at a time when we
seem to have lost the ability to listen to opposing
views or to regard political differences as matters
on which reasonable people can agree to disagree,
the need for rabbis to help heal rather than exacer-
bate our divisions is greater than ever. 

Jonathan S. Tobin is opinion editor of JNS.org
and a contributing writer for National Review.
Follow him on Twitter at: @jonathans_tobin.

Continued from previous page.
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This Vegetarian Brisket Recipe
Actually Tastes Like Meat 

By 
SHANNON
SARNA 

T h e
Nosher via
JTA) –
Have you
heard of
j a c k f r u i t
yet? If it
hasn’t come across your Facebook feed or email
inbox yet, keep your eyes open because it is the
newest trend in vegetarian meat replacements. 

Jackfruit was originally cultivated in India, but
is grown throughout tropical regions including
Southeast Asia, South America, Australia and
the Caribbean. But you don’t have to travel to
the tropics to find it – you can buy it canned at
Trader Joe’s and Whole Foods. You can even
find it fresh at many specialty fruit shops. 

When jackfruit is cooked, it has an incredibly
meaty, hearty taste and texture. It’s also low in
calories, high in fiber and is considered an envi-
ronmentally friendly food, since it is drought
resistant. 

After reading and researching about this won-
der fruit, I thought jackfruit would make a great
vegetarian brisket option. You can serve this
entree for summer picnics and barbecues along-
side buns and coleslaw, or save it for Shabbat
dinners and holidays. It’s easy, satisfying meat-
free deliciousness. 
Ingredients:
2 28-ounce cans crushed tomatoes
1/4 cup brown sugar
2 tablespoons honey (can also use maple syrup
or agave if making dish vegan)
1/4 cup apple cider vinegar
1/2 cup water
1/2 cup red wine (can also use grape juice or
sweet kosher wine like Manischewitz)
1 chopped onion
3 garlic cloves, minced, grated or pressed
2 20-ounce cans jackfruit, drained 
Directions:

Combine crushed tomatoes, brown sugar,
honey, apple cider vinegar, water, wine, onion
and garlic in a large pot over medium-high heat.
Bring to a boil, then add jackfruit. 

Reduce heat to low-medium and cover pot. 
Cook for 30 minutes over low-medium heat. 
Remove cover and test whether you can break

up the jackfruit using the back of a wooden spoon.
If the jackfruit isn’t tender enough to pull yet,
cook it for another 15-20 minutes, or until tender. 

Serve warm. 
Note: This can be prepared 2-3 days ahead of

time and heated through when ready to serve. 
(Shannon Sarna is the editor of The Nosher.) 
The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling array

of new and classic Jewish recipes and food
news, from Europe to Yemen, from challah to
shakshuka and beyond. Check it out at
www.TheNosher.com. 
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Profile

Coming soon! Winnipeg cycling
trails accessible worldwide

By REBECA KuROPATWA

W
ith the help of Google’s Street View and a few university stu-
dents, Winnipeg’s biking trails would soon be available for the
whole world to explore.

One of the students involved in the project is Marina Herscovitch (22).
Herscovitch was born and raised in Winnipeg and is studying architec-

ture. She worked at the Winnipeg Trails Association over the summer as a
trails analyst.

Born to a Jewish father, Herscovitch converted to Judaism along with her
mom and brother. “It was important, because I was raised Jewish my entire
life….but you’re the religion of your mother right?” said Herscovitch.
“Ever since their marriage or even before, they decided they were going to
raise their children Jewish.”

While Herscovitch is not a diehard cyclist, when she saw the trails ana-
lyst job posting, she viewed it as an opportunity to learn and gain experi-
ence in a field related to what she was learning at architecture school.

“Basically, I would learn more about planning the urban landscape, con-
ducting research, and getting to know the downtown area and greater
Winnipeg...as well as benefiting and improving the trails and bike paths,
and routes throughout the city...getting more people on them, making them
more accessible for all,” said Herscovitch.

As it happened, around the same time as the students were hired, Google
contacted the Manitoba Trails Association asking for help mapping the
bike trails in Winnipeg for Google Street View.

Google provided the camera and equipment needed to document the
trails, and the students were given the task by the association. Google has
been doing this in big cities around the world and wanted to do the same
with the bike trails in Winnipeg.

“So, when you go on Google Street View, you have access to main
streets,” said Herscovitch. “But, what are missing are the bike trails – the
ones that you can’t access through the streets, such as the bike trails at
Amber Trails and ones in parks. They may not be visible by vehicle, only
by foot traffic or biking. So, we are kind of filling in the blanks.

“Google is not terribly familiar with Winnipeg’s routes, so they gave us
the camera and said to go and cover our trails however we plan to. So, we
had control of where and when to go. We were given enough time and we
thought it was good to include as many as we could.”

While the trails are bike accessible, they are open to all – walkers, skate-
boarders, people in wheelchairs, cyclists, and more.

The three students were able to cover about 400 km of trail within the
few weeks that the camera was loaned to them. “We definitely got the most
important ones, such as the Trans Canada Trail and some of the green-
ways,” said Herscovitch. “We also got some prominent bike trails in neigh-
bourhoods in the north end and south end, as well as around downtown. I
think we got what was most important, what Google would find most valu-
able.”

When asked if she discovered any new trails she was not aware of,
Herscovitch said, “Yeah. There’s lots of development going on in terms of
urban housing in northwest Winnipeg that many don’t really know about
yet. There are some new bike trails there that are just weeks old. We are
able to cover those, which is really great.”

Marina’s grandparents are Ruben and Esther Herscovitch who were
heavily involved at Rosh Pina Synagogue. She and her brother are plan-
ning to go on Birthright together next year, and later spend some time with
their Israeli relatives in and around Holon.

Rady JCC’s T.A.L. (Teens As Leaders)
Opens Registration

People often ask, “Who will be the future leaders in our communi-
ty?” Well, if you talk to the teens from T.A.L., the acronym for the
Teens As Leaders program at the Rady JCC, they’ll tell you that
they’re up for the challenge. T.A.L offers teens the opportunity to
develop skills in becoming counselors and leaders and prepares them
for future employment in their community.

T.A.L. consists of a series of workshops led by specialists in their
fields. Participants in the program learn about child development, pro-
gram planning, leadership development, Jewish holidays, conflict res-
olution, camp scheduling and even resume writing. They put their
newly acquired skills into action by assisting to plan and deliver activ-
ities for some of the major family, holiday, and community events at
the Rady JCC such as Chanukah and Yom Ha’atzmaut.

Furthermore, T.A.L. participants get the opportunity to practical
experiences at the  Rady JCC Summer Day Camp which in itself offers
a variety of skill development encounters. Over the last couple of years
we have seen successful   T.A.L. graduates parlay their practicums
into summer employment at daycamp. 

Over 23 teens have graduated since its inception in 2015.  According
to  2017 graduate  Ya’ari Efraty: “T.A.L is a program where you meet
people and talk about how to make a better version of you.”

Lipaz Grinshpoon added, “ I learned about how to solve problems
that may arise when working with children and about how to be a good
leader. It is a fun program where you also meet people with your same
interests.”

Rady JCC Program Manager Laura Marjovsky started developing
the idea for T.A.L. when she was selected in 2014  to be Merrin Teen
Professional Fellow, a program of the Jewish Community Centres’
Association of North America. After research and much planning, the
program was launched in 2015. It is now entering its third year with
the support of the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba. 

Those who went through the program here in Winnipeg have proven
that they can become leaders in our community and you can expect to
see them soon as employees of the Rady JCC and other organizations

To apply for T.A.L., please contact Laura Marjovsky at  lmar-
jovsky@radyjcc.com or (204)477-7539

MARINA HERSCOVITCH 
mapping urban trails for Google Street View
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Synagogue/Community news

A Time to Listen
By RABBI yOSEF BENARROCH
Adas yeshurun Herzlia 

One of the most powerful prayers we recite during the High Holidays is
“U’Netaneh Tokef”. In it we are reminded about how G-d is judging us dur-
ing the Days of Awe. We tremble as we hear the cantor recite the words
“who will live and who will die”. The prayer culminates as we sing togeth-
er the closing words “On Rosh Hashanah we are inscribed, on the fast of
Yom Kippur our fate is sealed”. 

There is one particular statement in the prayer that is perplexing: “And
the mighty Shofar is blasted, yet a small and silent sound is heard”. What
is the meaning of this statement? How can the mighty sound of the Shofar
be blasted and yet all we hear is silence? How do you hear silence? What
is the nature of this silence?

The answer to the question gets to the heart of the exact command
(Mitzvah) of the Shofar. Maimonides states “We are commanded to hear

the voice of the Shofar on the first day of Tishrei” (Maimonides Positive
commandments law 170). While most people tend to think that the com-
mandment is to blow the Shofar, Maimonides explains that the command-
ment is to hear the sound of the Shofar. This is reflected in the blessing that
is made before the Shofar is blown: “Blessed are you G-d…who has sanc-
tified us in your commandments and commanded us to hear the sound of
the Shofar”. 

I suggest that this is the meaning of the shofar being blasted yet what we
hear is silence. The silence refers to our silence as we hear the blasts of the
Shofar. In a remarkable way while the Shofar blasts the congregation is
completely silent. It is quite an awesome moment. The loud blast of the
Shofar reminds us to be silent. 

In Judaism silence is golden. In Ethics of our Fathers Rabbi Akiva stated
“The fence protecting wisdom is silence.” (Avot 3:17). In another state-
ment Rabbi Shimon said “All my life I grew up among the sages and I
found that nothing is better for a person than silence.” (Avot 1:17). 

The most important prayer in Judaism is “Shema Yisrael” which means
“Hear Israel”. The climax of our prayers is the silent Amidah. Indeed
Judaism places a great important on silence. We begin the New Year by
being silent and listening to the loud blasts of the Shofar. The new year
begins with the message of how important it is to listen.

We would all do well to remember this message. Today extremism
plagues the world. Extremism is to a great degree caused by our inability
to listen to each other. A Harvard study done by Cass Sustein shows that
the more we surround ourselves with people who hold the same views as
we do, the more extreme we become. Put differently, the more we stop lis-
tening to others, the more extreme we become. 

Rosh Hashanah is a time to heal. It is a time to heal ourselves through
repentance, it is a time to heal our relationships through forgiveness, and it
is a time to heal the world through acceptance. The Shofar reminds us that
the healing begins when we begin to cultivate the art of listening. 

Wishing all Shana Tova.
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Manitoba Chapter of Ben-Gurion
University Associates Golf Tournament

in memory of Nathan Morantz 
a resounding success

By myRON LOVE 
The Manitoba Chapter of the Canadian

Associates of Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev’s annual fundraising golf tournament –
this year held on Thursday, August 10, at Bel
Acres Golf and Country Club – was a
resounding success.

“We had a full complement of 128 golfers
and raised $120,000 for autism research,”
reports Zach Ostrove, the Winnipeg chapter’s
executive director. 

That included $20,000 raised at a silent
auction presided over by Gregg Maidment,
chief auctioneer and general manager at
ADESA Winnipeg, the province’s leading auction vehicle auction house.

“We sent every golfer home with a new duffle bag,” Ostrove said.
“There were also many other prizes.”

This was the second year for the BGU golf tournament. This year, the
tournament was renamed in memory of Nathan Morantz, the son of
Winnipeg City Councillor Marty Morantz and his wife, Lisa. The
teenaged Nathan, who suffered from autism, passed away suddenly and
tragically in the spring of 2016. Golf was one of the activities that he was
passionate about.

“It’s a natural fit,” said Ostrove of renaming the tournament in memo-
ry of Nathan Morantz. “We are raising funds in support of autism
research and the Morantz Family is also heavily involved in supporting
autism research due to Nathan’s condition.

“We are honoured that the Morantz family allowed us to honour
Nathan in this way.”

He noted that the Morantz Family’s Globe General Agencies was the
tournament’s main sponsor, with Larry Reid from Manhattan Financial
Group sponsoring the dinner, and Michael Kowalson and his family
sponsoring the lunch.

“All of Marty and Lisa’s friends supported the tournament,” Ostrove
said. “They were a tremendous help.”

“We are very pleased that the tournament worked out do so well,”
Marty Morantz commented. “The turnout was great, everyone had a good
time and there was a lot of money raised for autism research.”

Ostrove reported that the funds raised at the tournament are going
toward the newly–established Negev Autism Centre in Beersheva, which
is composed of scientists from Ben Gurion University (BGU) – led by Dr.
Ilan Dinstein (from the Department of Psychology and the Zlotowski
Center for Neuroscience) and physicians from Soroka Medical Center,
who study, diagnose, and treat autism and other developmental disorders
in the Israeli Negev.

“This is the first ever autism data base in the Middle East and only one
of two in the world,” Ostrove said. (The other is at the University of
Calgary.) “The researchers are collecting information from different peo-
ples in the region as part of their efforts to find a cure.”

He reported that a plaque will be unveiled in memory of Nathan
Morantz at the Ben-Gurion University of the Negev at the next Board of
Governors meeting, which will probably be held in May 2018. Marty and
Lisa Morantz hope to be able to go for the dedication, but plans haven’t
been firmed up as yet.

NATHAN
MORANTZ
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CLARICE FAY SHUKSTER
(nee CHOCHINOV)

April 27, 1929-August 17, 2017

With her children at her side, Clarice passed away at
the age of 88.

Clarice is survived by her five children, Lorne
(Nancy), Barbie (Rory), Debbie (Harley), Howie
(Karen) and Michelle (Barry). She had 14 grandchil-
dren and eight great-grand children.

Clarice was predeceased by the love of her life,
Harold, her parents Max and Pessa Chochinov and her
brother Norman.

Clarice grew up with her brothers Dave (Shirley) and
Norman (Gertie) on the family dairy farm in Old
Kildonan.

Clarice was a wonderful homemaker whose home
was filled with love and friendship. There was always
room for one more at the Shukster place. Her children
and her home were her pride and joy. Her gardens were
Magnificent. She will be missed.

NEVER ENDING PLEASURE IN A
GARDEN YOU WILL FIND

HAPPINESS AND DEEP CONTENTMENT
JOY AND PEACE OF MIND

Special thanks to the third floor staff at Seven Oaks
Hospital.

Donations can be made to the charity of your choice.

JOHN BERKOWITZ
October 9, 1924 – August 7, 2017

Surrounded by family,
John Berkowitz passed
away peacefully at Victo-
ria General Hospital.

He is survived by his wife
of over 56 years, Sharon;
and his three children,
Mark Berkowitz (Sharon),
Chaia Berkowitz
(Jonathan) and Mindy
Berkowitz-Abramson
(Jeff), seven grandchildren,
Michal, Yael and Shiri,

Aaron and Jacob, Daniel and Jordan and many nieces
and nephews.

John was predeceased by his parents Zalman and
Chaia, older brother Mendel and his younger brother
Itzhak Ber (Claire).

A service was officiated by Rabbi Matthew Leibl at
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue with interment at the Rosh
Pina Cemetary on August 9, 2017. Pallbearers were
Jacob Nadal, Jeff Abramson, Jonathan Rajsky, Grant
Vogel, David Berkowits and Brent Apter. Honorary
pallbearer was Rob Berkowits.

John was a Holocaust survivor who came to Canada
in 1948. He owned and operated American Carpet and
Upholstery Cleaners for 35 years. He instilled in his
family love, the importance of tzdaka and helping your
community and a passion for Israel. John was a story
teller, a gardener, a cook, a shuel goer, a craftsman, a
Zionist, a teacher and a student.

The family would like to thank the staff at the Simkin
Centre, in particular the nurses and attendants in
Weinberg 1. A special thank you is extended to John’s
companions Raje and Mary for the wonderful care they
provided John.

May John’s memory be a blessing to all who knew
him and may tomorrow always be a better day.

If desired, John’s memory may be honoured by a
donation to the March of the Living program care of the
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.

The family of the late
HERSHEY

BRAUNSTEIN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 17, 2017
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

CHAIM ADELMAN
who passed away

April 16, 1983
4 days in Iyar

34th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

GITEL ADELMAN
who passed away
August 26th, 1995

30 Days in Av

22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
SEPT.  13

In Memoriam

In memory of
HOWARD PAUL

GOLDBERG
who passed away

September 11, 1993
25 days in Elul

They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DANIEL
GUTKIN

who passed away
September 28, 2005

24th Day in Elul
Always in our thoughts, we deeply cherish the memories we have
of each of them.
— Forever Loved and Honoured in the Hearts and Lives of their
Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren.

In loving memory of
DOROTHY

GUTKIN
who passed away
October 5, 2005

2nd Day in Tishrei

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BEN LEPKIN

who passed away
April 17, 1986

8 Days in Nissan, 5746

In loving memory of
SARAH LEPKIN

who passed away
November 28, 2008

1 Day in Kislev
— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
September 22, 1995

27 Days in Elul, 5756
— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by his daughters
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our beloved
husband, father, grandfather

and great-grandfather
SIMON

BERENHAUT
who passed away

September 24, 2000
24 Days in Elul

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Lisa,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
SEPT.  20

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY
BLUMENTHAL

13th Elul, 5738
He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Rochelle, Susan, Heather,
Brian and Jennifer, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam
ABE

HELMAN
who passed away

November 22, 1976
29 Chesvan, 5737

SARAH
HELMAN
who passed away
January 19, 1988

29 Tevet, 5748
- Always remembered with love by  your daughter Paula, son-in-
law Bill and grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In loving memory of
HARRY

KNELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 1983

24 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HAROLD H.
MOSTOW

Oct. 4, 1925 - Sept. 21, 2003
Such a Mensch!
Alive in our hearts forever.
We love you and miss you
—  Your wife Lillian, children,
grandchildren, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
DAVID RUBIN

who passed away
September 3, 2010

24 Days in Elul
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by brother
Harold, sister-in-law Sandra,
sister Lillian and brother-in-
law Jordan Cohen and
families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EDDIE

SHINDLEMAN
who passed away

September 19, 1998
28 Days in Elul, 5758

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by his family.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
HAROLD

SHUKSTER
who passed away

September 18, 2002
"All our Love"
"All our Life"
and forever

— Your precious family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MONA SLOTIN

who passed away
September 22, 1992

24 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered by her
sons, daughter, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
husband, father and

grandfather
ASCHER (RICK)

SOLOMON
who passed away

September 20, 2003
23 Days in Elul

We miss you more and more
each day
The pain in our heart is hard to
heal but for all the beautiful
memories and love you gave
us, you will be with us forever.
— Your wife Rica, son Noel
(Andie), Rachel Alexa and Eli,
daughter Carole (David), Hart
and Matthew.

In Memoriam
ABRAHAM

WORB
who passed away

April 23, 1963
29 Nisan, 5723

SONIA
WORB

who passed away
February 19, 1990

24 Shevat, 5750
— Always remembered with love by your son Bill, daughter-in-
law Paula, grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ROCHELA DINAH

(RUTH)
LABOVITCH A”H

who passed away
23 Elul 5771

September 22, 2011
— Remembered always and
greatly missed, she will be in
our hearts forever.
   Her  husband Irvin ,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister
Susan and family.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SARAH BURKE

who passed away
September 16, 1974

29 Days in Elul, 5734
Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of our dear one we lost and
will never forget.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BEVERLEY
“BRINEY”

LOVE
who passed away

September 18, 2007
6 Days in Tishrei

“YOU WILL LIVE IN OUR
HEARTS FOREVER”

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters, and family.

In loving memory of
CHARLES

BOYCE
who passed away

September 25, 2007
13 days in Tishrei

— Remembered daily, missed
deeply and forever loved
Geraldine, Richard, Kenny
and Alex and family.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit
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In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM LETINSKY

who passed away
December 11, 1998
22 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of
SOPHIE LETINSKY

who passed away
September 29, 1995

6 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

HARRY ODWAK
April 11, 1959

3 days in Nissan

CELIA ODWAK
In loving memory of

Loving memories will never die. As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept. Of our dear ones we lost and
will never forget.
— Sadly missed by your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

October 4, 1989
5th day of Tishrei

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
who passed away

September 20, 1998
29 Days in Elul

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by wife Shelley,
children Daniel, Naomi,
Aaron & Leah, loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

of my dad
HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
Some people come into our
lives and quickly go.
Others stay for a while, leave
footprints on our hearts and
we are never the same.
— Naomi

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
MENDL STERN

who passed away
October 4, 2005
1 Day in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife
Chana.

In Memoriam
33rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
IRVING

BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

There was no time to say goodbye,
The day you went away,
You left us so suddenly,
Thirty-three years ago today,
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know,
Nothing can be more beautiful,
Than memories we have of you,
To us you're somone special,
and God must have thought so too.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
33rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
IRVING

BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

There was no time to say goodbye,
The day you went away,
You left us so suddenly,
Thirty-three years ago today,
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know,
Nothing can be more beautiful,
Than memories we have of you,
To us you're somone special,
and God must have thought so too.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.
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UN Ambassador Nikki Haley lays
out case for US leaving Iran deal

WASHINGTON (JTA) -- Nikki Haley, the
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, in a
comprehensive speech laid out a possible case
for the United States to leave the Iran deal,
although she said no decision had been made.

Haley's argument, made Sept. 4 in a speech
to the American Enterprise Institute, a conser-
vative think tank, was that the agreement was
inextricably bound to other manifestations of
Iran's bad behavior, including its development
of missiles, military adventurism and backing
for terrorism.

"The deal drew an artificial line between the Iranian regime’s nuclear
development and the rest of its lawless behavior," she said of the 2015
pact, which trades sanctions relief for Iran for a rollback in its nuclear
program.

The Obama administration, which negotiated the deal, said that by end-
ing at least for now the threat of a nuclear Iran, the international commu-
nity could more easily confront Iran for its rogue actions. The deal did not
impinge on sanctions on Iran unrelated to its nuclear activities, and
President Donald Trump has continued to oppose them like his Oval
Office predecessor, Barack Obama.

Haley outlined possible scenarios for leaving the deal, including one
that involves essentially deferring a decision to Congress, which under
U.S. law oversees Iranian compliance with the deal.

Under U.S. law, she said, "We must consider not just the Iranian
regime’s technical violations of the JCPOA," referring to the Joint
Comprehensive Plan for Action, the deal's formal name, but also its vio-
lation of U.N. resolutions and Iran's history of aggression.

"We must consider the regime’s repeated, demonstrated hostility
toward the United States," Haley said. "We must consider its history of
deception about its nuclear program. We must consider its ongoing devel-
opment of ballistic missile technology. And we must consider the day
when the terms of the JCPOA sunset. That’s a day when Iran’s military
may very well already have the missile technology to send a nuclear war-
head to the United States – a technology that North Korea only recently
developed. In short, we must consider the whole picture, not simply
whether Iran has exceeded the JCPOA’s limit on uranium enrichment."

A frustration for Trump, who wants to kill the deal, is that U.N. inspec-
tors continue to confirm that Iran is abiding by the deal. Trump's top
security advisers have counseled against quitting the deal, saying that
would play into Iran's efforts to make the United States responsible for
any escalation in tensions.



away in 1998) sent him “out to buy a bull”.
“He sent me out to ‘Old Man Sweitzer’ to

buy a bull,” Sandy said. “I thought ‘Old’ was
his first name and ‘Man’ was his second

name. Old Man Sweitzer was 65. I thought he was a thousand.
“Old Man Sweitzer didn’t drive a car. He drove a tractor…You didn’t

need a driver’s license to drive a tractor. I still think you don’t. A lot of you
who’ve lost your driver’s license may want to consider it.

“So I went out to Old Man Sweitzer’s to take a look at his bull. He brought
his bull into a corral that had never been cleaned out in a hundred years – so
the manure was this high. I had seen my father buy bulls, also cattle, horses,
sheep, and hogs – all of my life. I looked at the bull – and looked underneath;
sure enough it was a bull.

“And I said ‘$420’, and he said, ‘great – let’s load ‘em up’.
Sandy continued his story, saying he took the bull back to Portage. His father

came out of the store, looked at the bull, and asked, “How much did you pay?”
Sandy answered, “$420.” His father said, “Oh, okay.” 
“He didn’t say ‘good job, bad job’. He didn’t really talk to me about it.”
A week later, Sandy noted, also on a Friday afternoon, he was preparing to

take the week’s deposit to the bank – which he did every Friday, when he
noticed that there was a cheque for $1,000 from Burns Meats. (It turned out his
father had sold the bull rather than use it for ground beef himself – which was
what Sandy had thought his father was going to do.)

“What do you think of the bull sale?” Sandy said his father asked him.
“I think I should quit school,” he answered his father. “I’ll buy a couple of

bulls a week. I’ll make more than you’re making here standing on your feet
seven days a week.

“Was it a hard negotiation?” his father asked him. “Could you have got it for
$300?”

“Should I have?” Sandy asked.
“He said ‘no’” and then he proceeded to explain how much Old Man

Sweitzer would have had to pay had he shipped the bull for slaughter himself.
(As Sandy explained, his father had a distinct advantage because of his special
relationship with Burns Meats that allowed him to forego the usual shipping
costs that others would have had to incur, but Old Man Sweitzer could have
easily obtained $1,000 for the bull. His father went on to explain that he had
been buying cattle from Old Man Sweitzer for over 30 years, but Sweitzer
could just as well have sold his cattle to Burns.) His father told him he would
have to go back to Old Man Sweitzer and give him a cheque for $500.

When Sandy went back to Sweitzer’s and told him he wanted to give him a
cheque for $500, Sweitzer “looked at the cheque and his eyes welled up. He
said, ‘Why don’t I just sign the cheque, you take it back to the store, and my
two daughters and I will take groceries for it?’”

When he got back to the store and told his father what had happened, Sandy
said, his father tore “up the cheque into small pieces.”

“Why did you do that?” Sandy asked his father.
“Let Trudeau pay for half of it,” his father answered. “But let him have $500

after tax instead of before tax.”
“So I learned tax accounting right away then. You didn’t have to go to

Commerce, you didn’t have to do any of the normal stuff.” But, Sandy contin-
ued, he learned the lesson that, even though his family did all right, by no
means were they wealthy. (He explained that they only got running water just
before his bar mitzvah.)

“Yet, we succeeded by helping others to succeed,” he said. “He (Old Man
Sweitzer) was our customer, we were going to look after him, and we were
going to make sure that he succeeded.”

It was that lesson which Sandy says he’s taken with him into the commercial
real estate business. “Knowing about real estate is one thing; a lot of people
know about real estate. But we need to know about other people’s businesses
to help them to succeed. Sometimes we have to know more about it than they

do.”
What he’s learned over the years is that it’s about “relationships, relation-

ships, relationships,” Sandy suggested.
“As a Jewish merchant, farmer, and scrap metal dealer in a small town, you

understand something that I’m going to quote isn’t mine: ‘People will forget
what you do, and people will forget what you say, but they will never forget
how you made them feel.’

Addressing himself specifically to the large audience that had turned out to
hear him, Sandy said, “By putting together a group like this, by networking
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Shindleman
Continued from page 2.

Sandy Shindleman said he learned tax accounting at an early age by
listening to his father. He didn’t “have to go to Commerce”. He “did-
n’t have to do any of the normal stuff.”

Community news
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שנה טובה!
Celebrating 20 years as Gray Academy 

 Built on a century of Jewish education in our community

Continued on next page.



with each other, without looking for a
quick payback, if all you did – every-

one else in this room, is help everyone else to succeed, you’d succeed too.”
At that point Sandy surprised the audience by saying, “Use socialism” in

your business: “If the customer has a lot, take a lot; if he has a little – take it
all!’ he said (sarcastically.) “How’s that?”

“That’s not how we do it. That’s not how we did it. But we do care about the
people we work for. We do care about the people we hire.

“I don’t have a fol-
lowing in the Jewish
community,” Sandy
noted. “I think we have
about six Jewish cus-
tomers in Winnipeg.
We don’t have that
business. Our competi-
tors have that business.
We work with every-
body though. It’s been
a pretty good living.”

At that point Sandy
said he was ready to
field questions. I said
to him, “ You didn’t
even touch on all the
various other business-
es that you’re involved
in. But you’re essen-
tially self taught in all
of them. Is that right?”

“We’re in the infra-
stucture business, the
storage business
(Shindico owns
Storageville), we’re
farming again, we’re in
the hospitality busi-
ness, in the food busi-
ness – in St. Vital – also
in the car business in
Portage,” Sandy said.

“But, when you talk about relationships,” I asked, and how important they’ve
been to your company, “you’ve formed relationships with people you didn’t
know?”

“Only with people we didn’t know,” Sandy said.

“Did you seek out people you didn’t know?” I asked.
“I didn’t know anybody. That wasn’t hard,” he answered. His first investor,

he explained, was his dentist.
“I think it was a benefit not growing up in the city (Winnipeg) and saying:

‘Those are the builders, those are the landowners, those are the publishers,
those are the car dealers – so you have to try and find something else.’

“I didn’t have that, so you have to forge your own way. I had nothing to lose.
I lived with my parents. My friends were all around 16, moving out. I wanted
to keep the house – get my parents to move out. 

“I didn’t know anybody. Maybe that was a blessing. You have no place to fall
if you’re starting at the bottom.”

“But,” I continued. “You did say earlier that it was all about ‘location, loca-
tion, location’ (when it came to developing). But you said that doesn’t count for
anything if you don’t have the right tenants. So, how do you find the right ten-
ants?’

“It’s all about relationships,” Sandy repeated. “I got into the development
business because no one would buy from me. I’d knock on doors and say, ‘I’ve
got this, it’s got traffic, it’s got egress, it’s zoned. I think you could put a gro-
cery store or a Pizza Hut on there. But, they weren’t that interested – because
they did have relationships, so I did it myself.

“In many respects,” (with a nod to his audience, a large number of whom
were foreign-born), “I was just like you. I grew up on a farm, we didn’t have
indoor plumbing, we were raised together as a family. We were Jews. We
looked after each other.”

I asked where was the first building Sandy ever bought. He said it was a
building in Portage with “two suites sharing a bathroom and a photofinisher,
with a hair stylist and a barber shop on the main floor. In Winnipeg the first
building we did was a Loblaws that we bought on Pembina and McGillivray.
We did that one ourselves, my brother and I. Then, with a partner we bought a
few more, built a few more. Eventually, we had a partnership (with the Akman
family). We were both chasing one building. The broker married us with the
Akmans. We’ve been in business (together) many, many years. That was a joint
venture on a handshake in ’82, and we’re still going strong today – same prop-
erty, but the rent’s gone up.”

Someone else in the audience asked: “Do you read books? What sort of
books do you read?”

Sandy answered: “I buy books. I typically don’t read them though. I have the
best of intentions. My carry-on is heavy. I do read a little bit, but not typically
about real estate…I read a lot of Second World War stuff, Holocaust stories,
the founding of Israel. My uncle was the first mate on the second ship after the
Exodus, with the Irgun. He was on the King David Hotel with Begin. My
mother’s family were all warriors. They couldn’t wait to get into the war in
’39.”

The questioner asked whether Shindico is into residential development at
all?

Sandy replied: “We didn’t start off in residential because you needed money
to be in the residential business. You couldn’t make enough sweat equity. With
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Debbie Hoffman,
Rady JCC President
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Rady JCC Executive Director
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Feature story

Bye bye birdie - snowbirds are soon to follow you

O
ne of
t h e
f i r s t

signs herald-
ing a change
of seasons is
falling leaves.
It has never

made sense to me that leaves should fall
in autumn to prepare for the cold days
ahead. The trees are left bare, shameless-
ly naked and fully exposed to the harsh-
ness of the icy, cold winds and blowing
snows of winter yet to come. If anything,
the leaves should multiply and thicken
like the coats of animals, to shelter them
against the elements.

But the most dramatic exhibition that
portents the change from autumn to win-
ter is the impressive spectacle of the migration of the Canada Goose (bran-
ta canadensis). Not that all geese are Canadian. According to Environment
Canada Wildlife Service, many live in Alaska, Oregon and Washington. In
fact, resident geese, like resident Canadians, can be found all over the
United States. And, like people, they are not all alike. There are at least 20
subspecies that differ in size, appearance and voice from a honk to a cack-
le. However, all species have the characteristic whitish cheek patches and
black head, crown and neck. 

At Oak Hammock Marsh, an award-winning nature interpretive centre 20
minutes north of Winnipeg, I look up to see the skies teeming with wave after
wave of irregular V-formations of flapping wings that darken the horizon at
dusk. Legions of geese swoop down gracefully and drop onto expansive,
marshy wetlands like gently falling snow as they stop to rest and fatten up on
their journey south. Do not point this out as I did, or you may find a deposit
on your pointer. A sign of good luck, I’m told! Buy a lottery ticket! Which
one is the birdbrain, I wonder? The grounds are littered with good luck.

The Interpretive Centre is also host to artesian springs, aspen-oak bluff
and some of Manitoba’s last remaining patches of tall-grass prairie. It is
home to 25 species of mammals, 300 species of birds, numerous amphib-
ians, reptiles and fish, and countless invertebrates. There may be more than
400,000 waterfowl per day using this marsh during the migration season
and approximately 90 percent of them will migrate south. 

As they prepare for their long journey, a few stragglers can be seen dot-
ting the skies here and there asserting their independence, as a group of
sparrows are lined up on telephone wires like seats in a theatre, watching
the show. A deafening cacophony of honking shatters the sound barrier. No
doubt a disagreement about travel plans among upstarts, as when to leave
and which route to take this time – the short or the scenic.

These geese are ‘lucky ducks’, I think. Anytime the weather gets too chilly
for their goose down, they can up and leave. They have no need for compli-

cated travel plans like the human Canadian
snowbirds. They don’t need to worry about the
rise in oil prices or wait for a seat sale. The fare
is free. They don’t need to contact the motor
league for maps. They have their directions on
the bits and bytes programmed into their tiny
motherboards. And did you ever see a goose
toting luggage? Never! They don’t have to pay
for extra baggage. 

And geese don’t have to bother checking
Blue Cross, CAA or the Canadian Snowbird
Association, either. They have no need for
travel health insurance, although wearing a
bullet proof vest would probably not be a bad
travel aid. They show an understanding of
psychology, sociology and physics without
benefit of a formal education. 

Naturalist Paula Grieef from the Oak
Hammock Marsh Interpretive Centre stated

the real reason geese fly in a V is still a mystery. It may help to reduce air
resistance to some extent, which lets the birds fly farther or it may help in
their communication system. The shape allows the birds to see each other
so they don’t accidentally bump one other with their wings. The lead birds
change so they can rest and they travel in family groups, with several fam-
ilies travelling together. If a bird is unable to fly because of injury, the fam-
ily unit may circle for a while and the mate may stay behind.

While the beauty and ostentatious display of colour from our woody,
perennial plants is a quiet harbinger of things to come, the Canada goose
demands attention by its sheer volume in numbers and decibels. 

Well, as the autumn turns, it’s time to say bye bye birdie. As for me, I
don’t have wings and I don’t have a birdbrain (although some might argue
that point), so I guess I’ll have to do it the hard way. Let’s see, who’s got a
seat sale? (For further information contact: www.oakhammockmarsh.ca or
204-467-3300).

Oak Hammock Marsh - home to 25 species of mam-
mals, 300 species of birds, numerous amphibians, rep-
tiles and fish, and countless invertebrates
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Learn about our unique pioneering spirit and outstanding
research accomplishments at www.bengurion.ca

CANADIAN ASSOCIATES OF BEN-GURION 
UNIVERSITY OF THE NEGEV - MANITOBA

Sheldon Zamick,
Regional President

Zach Ostrove,
Executive Director

Mark Mendelson,
National CEO

Shana
Tova

By

LIBBY SIMON



M
y wife Sherna and I recently celebrat-
ed 50 years of marriage. To mark the
occasion, we invited our three chil-

dren, their respective spouses, and eight grand-
children to join us in Costa Rica. We figured that
the only way to get them all to come would be to
pay for all of them. That idea worked. In the third
week of August, we travelled (not quite all

together) to this tropical paradise. When I calculated what we paid in total,
I joked that the real name of the country should be Costa Lot. By the time
we were through, we were approaching the purchase price of our first home
in Winnipeg in 1973. 

I made some good moves with this trip, but one particular idea backfired
in a major way. When I made the reservations, I figured that since one son,
Rami - and his family lived more distant from Pearson Airport in Toronto,
it would be helpful to him if his group left a little later than the 7:10 AM
departure for the rest of us, to allow him more time to get to the airport.
Thus, I booked him on a United Airlines flight with a stopover in Houston,
while  the other 12 of us flew American Airlines via Dallas. That decision
had consequences. 

You could say that just as in a 50-year marriage there are ups and downs,
that separation of the family had implications, some rather negative, but
happily for us all in the end, things ended well. For starters, Rami’s con-
necting flight from Houston to Liberia, Costa Rica was arbitrarily can-
celled. The best the airline would do was fly him later that day so Rami and
family spent five hours at the Houston airport. There are worse penalties
than a prolonged stay at an airport, but this delay was a harbinger of things
to come. 

Out troop of 16 spent a glorious week at an all-inclusive hotel and it was
a joy to celebrate this occasion with our family. Our kids surprised us the
first night there - presenting us with 16 t shirts with our names and 50th
anniversary printed on the front. We were quite taken aback by it all espe-
cially since Sherna and I had done exactly the same thing, but with a dif-
ferent colour and message on our t shirts. It was quite comical when we
presented the ones we had ordered a couple nights later. The t shirt scene
became even more unusual when we were on a riverboat excursion the next
day and stopped at a restaurant for tea, when suddenly one of my grand-
children came to me and pointed to another family that just entered the
place. This was a group of 11 people and they all were wearing t shirts with
the names of the family in celebration of the 50th wedding anniversary of
another grandparent couple. Who could believe it? And a Jewish family
from Philadelphia to boot.

Alas, at the end of the seven days, our group was to split. Twelve of us
opted to go into the rain forest for three more days, but Rami and his fam-
ily needed to return to Toronto. And that is when events intervened and just
like a marriage where things do not always go as hoped, our plans were
upended. Hurricane Harvey hit Houston where Rami and his family were
to fly. Their flight was cancelled and United Airlines was uncertain as to
when they could return. The best United could do was to tell them that they
could get out five days later. When the 12 of us departed for the jungle,
Rami was uncertain what to do as he felt the closer he was to the airport,
the better his chances were for a trip back more speedily than 5 days later. 

Sherna and I were delayed in our departure by rented car for the drive to
the jungle. We got lost on the way and in fact turned off on a deserted road
with only one car near us trying to make a U turn to go back to the high-
way. That car started to honk at us and sure enough, it was Rami and fam-
ily. They had decided to meet us at our hotel in the jungle. Now, that was a
joy to meet our son and wife and children so unexpectedly in a remote road
in Costa Rica. Still, I was struck by the fact that the suffering in Houston
had brought us some personal satisfaction. Not a thought to dwell on, but
true nonetheless. 

After three days, we departed for the airport minus Rami and family.
United once again had cancelled his return ticket and now told him that he
could not fly back until Labour Day, September 4, a full nine days after his
original scheduled departure. Other options were just not available for
Rami. It was not looking good when we left. We checked in and were wait-
ing to board when suddenly Rami and family surprised us again. United
had come up with an emergency flight to Washington and he managed to
get four seats at the last moment and made the three-hour trip to the airport
in time. 

As I reflected on the ups and downs of our emotions during these travel
upheavals with Rami, I was struck by the fact that our feelings of happy
and then sad and then happy again had some certain parallels with a mar-
riage of 50 years. In the end, we recognized the we were blessed to be all
together for this time in our lives. What I know for sure is that none of this
was envisioned 50 years ago. 
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Gerry Posner

The Costa Rica anniversary - 50 years and counting

Gerry and Sherna Posner in Costa Rica last month, along with their
three children and spouses, and their eight grandchildren

��
�
��	��
�

���
�����������������������������������

�����������
�������
����
���������


�����
��

������������	�
���������������������	�

���������������    ��������������������

By

GERRY POSNER



Chinese investors eye massive investment in
Israeli green technology 

(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) 
An Israeli delegation headed by Environmental Protection Minister

Ze’ev Elkin is visiting China to bring Israeli firms specializing in green
technology together with Chinese companies looking to invest substantial-
ly in the growing industry.

During his trip, Elkin has met with industry officials who plan to invest
around $520 million in green technologies. Officials also discussed the
possibility of establishing a joint Israeli-Chinese center for the advance-
ment of clean technology.

“This is a tremen-
dous opportunity that
will significantly
boost the Israeli econ-
omy. We can turn
Israel into a leader in
the field of environ-
mental technology,
just as we succeeded
in doing in the field of
high-tech,” Elkin
said.

Delegation mem-
bers are meeting with
representatives from
160 local companies
during two business
seminars in Beijing
and Nanjing. Initial
agreements were
drafted between the
Israeli and Chinese
firms ahead of the
seminars.

Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu visited
China in March, when
the two countries
signed a series of
bilateral agreements,
including a deal to
bolster environmental
cooperation.

Israel’s exports up 6 percent in first half of 2017

(JNS.org) Israeli exports rose 6 percent—to $50 billion—during the first half of
2017, according to the Israel Export and International Cooperation Institute.

The jump in exports was driven by rapid growth in high-tech services and incom-
ing tourism, the institute said. Exports of services totaled $21 billion in the first half
of this year, boosted by the rising trend in exports of computer and software services,
which grew 12 percent to $6.8 billion. Exports of tourist services were up 16 per-
cent, to $3.2 billion, in the same period. 

Exports in industrial sections—including drugs, chemicals, refined oil products
and electronic components—grew 5 percent.

“Increasing exports is a strategic goal of the Ministry of the Economy and Industry,
because the export industries feature high productivity,” Israel’s Minister of the
Economy Eli Cohen said, Globes reported. “We are continuing our efforts to attract
international companies. With the help of incentives for exporters, we will cross the
$100 billion mark, which is our annual export target.”
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Israel business news

Celebrating over 90 years of Na’amat Canada

Thank you to our members, donors and 
friends for another successful year! 

Wishing the entire Jewish community 
Shana Tova - Happy and Sweet New Year

For information on how to get involved contact 
naamat@naamat.com or call 1-888-278-0792

Best wishes for a
healthy and happy new year

Jewish Child and Family Service
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Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu meets with Chinese
President Xi Jinping during Netanyahu’s visit to China in March.



Einstein’s Pacifism and World War 1 
By Viriginia Iris Holmes 
(Syracuse university Press 332 pg $29.95 u.S. 
Reviewed by mARTIN ZEILIg

“My pacifism is an instinctive feeling, a feel-
ing that possesses me because the murder of
men is abhorrent. My attitude is not derived
from intellectual theory but is based on my
deepest antipathy to every kind of cruelty and
hatred.” Albert Einstein

German-Jewish born theoretical physicist
Albert Einstein (1879-1955) developed the theo-
ry of relativity, one of the two pillars of modern
physics (alongside quantum mechanics).
(Wikipedia & other sources)

Einstein is best known by the general public
for his mass–energy equivalence formula E =
mc2 (which has been dubbed “the world’s most
famous equation”). He received the 1921 Nobel
Prize in Physics “for his services to theoretical
physics, and especially for his discovery of the
law of the photoelectric effect”, a pivotal step in
the evolution of quantum theory.

But, Einstein also was engaged with the crucial
social/moral and political issues of his times, not
just on matters of science. He was a man for all
seasons.

For example, entering the fateful year of 1914
at age 35 “with long-standing but untested paci-
fist and international leanings,” Albert Einstein
found his incipient pacifism and dormant capac-
ity for political engagement awakened by the
First World War”, writes author Virginia Iris
Holmes, who served as senior research editor for
the Einstein Papers Project at the California
Institute of Technology from 2002 to 2008, in
Einstein’s Pacifism and World War 1– a book
illustrated with a number of historic photographs
of Einstein and his contemporaries and family
members.

“His thoughts and feelings in response to
World War 1 evolved across the years from
War’s violence and patriotic support for it by the

German people,
including most of
his scientific col-
leagues…, and
finally, toward the
War’s end, to a kind
of bleak endurance
with occasional
bursts of the old
irony,” she notes.

E i n s t e i n ’ s
responses to the
War evolved in that
same period from a
relatively passive
support for the ini-
tiatives of other
pacifists to “a more
active pursuit of a

friendship with the prominent French pacifist
Romain Rolland,” as well as developing his own
philosophy of a postwar order and avenue to
lasting peace, says Holmes, a PhD in history
from Binghamton University, who has taught
courses on the Holocaust and world history at
Western New England University and the State
University of New York at Cortland.

We learn that he strongly advocated the idea of
a democratic global government that would
check the power of nation-states in the frame-
work of a world federation.

In the first few years after the War, Einstein’s
responses “to postwar developments in Germany
and internationally also evolved, from enthusias-
tic hopes in Germany’s new Weimar Republic,
trust in the laudatory effects of military defeat
and economic hardship on the German people,”
and support for the international principles out-
lined by US president Woodrow Wilson in his
“Fourteen Points” speech, “to great disappoint-
ment in the early Weimar Republic’s leaders and
their actions, aversion to the culture of violence
that rapidly developed in Germany, and offense
at the Allies’ betrayal” of Wilson’s principles in
the Treaty of Versailles, says the author.

“Many intellectuals, Jews, and pacifists have
been inspired by the political thought of Albert
Einstein, particularly as he expressed it during
the decade after World War II, the last decade of
his life (and as a United States citizen),” Holmes
observes. 

“But to understand how his pacifist and inter-
nationalist thought matured from a youthful
inclination to a source of pragmatic and savvy
insights, one must examine his interactions with
the people around him, individually and collec-
tively, in response to World War 1, when he was
in his late thirties and early forties, living and
working at his highest scientific productivity in
Berlin, yet simultaneously the capital city of one
of the principal warring nations.”

She scrutinizes the emergence of Einstein’s
conscious political philosophy, convictions and
choices of occasions on which to act publicly,
highlighting the circumstances and interactions
in which his pacifist world view developed. We
see “the emergence and expressions” of
Einstein’s earliest pacifism.

“Ultimately, he was motivated by compassion
for the oppressed, individually and collectively,
and by the desire to alleviate suffering,” Holmes
writes. “As the horrors of World War 1 were
fought and endured in his immediate vicinity,
Einstein’s pacifism was awakened, and his prior
inclination developed into a concrete, focused,
and enduring outward commitment.”

Significantly, Einstein did not permanently
abandon his pacifism in response to Nazi aggres-
sion and the Holocaust, and, “he never relin-
quished his willingness to stand publicly in favor
of a supranational organization with executive
powers of enforcement,” the author notes in a
later chapter. 

“As he wrote to Seiei Shinohara in 1953, ‘I am
a determined but not absolute pacifist.’ This flex-
ibility may be related to the concrete pragmatism
that he repeatedly demonstrated – in the post-
World War 1 commission to investigate German
war crimes, in his proposals to foster Arab-
Jewish cooperation in Palestine, and in the
Emergency Committee of Atomic Scientists. The
rationale behind his advocacy of military vio-
lence in the one case of opposing the Nazis was
carefully defined and circumscribed, and he
backed away from it immediately after the defeat
of Nazi Germany.”

He then returned to his long-held principles,
reinforced by a horror of nuclear weapons, the
author adds.

Albert Einstein’s belief system is as relevant
today – if not more so – as it was then.
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Einstein’s pacifism grew out of horrors of World War I

Shana Tova 5778
The Winnipeg Chapter wishes all our donors, 
families and friends a very Healthy and Happy New Year 

YOUR DONATION WILL HELP US MAINTAIN A STRONG AND HEALTHY ISRAEL
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Rebeca Kuropatwa, Contact
E-mail: rebeca.kuropatwa@cmdai.org

David Matas, C.M., Chair 
E-mail: dmatas@mts.net

“The rationale behind his advocacy of mili-
tary violence in the one case of opposing the
Nazis was carefully defined and circum-
scribed, and he backed away from it immedi-
ately after the defeat of Nazi Germany.”
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Joanne Seiff

Be Gracious of Spirit: The Global Community

M
y family
r e c e n t l y
came back

from a trip to Alberta.
My husband (a profes-
sor) helped run a con-
ference at the
University of Calgary.
We took our twins and

went on vacation, too. I won’t lie. I felt intimi-
dated about managing a strange city on my own
with two active six-year-olds, but I planned like
crazy. Due to some lucky breaks, it went well.

More than once, I was reassured by a comfort-
ing sense of community. The first day, we took
the fancy mini-van (an unexpected rental car
upgrade) and it began to ding. A tire was low. I
worried. I warned my kids that we might have to
stop – if I could find a gas station – and check the
air on the tire. Before I’d managed that, we’d
arrived at Heritage Park.

We were surprised to find the Montefiore
Settlement Institute/Synagogue had been moved
there. The living history interpreter sang Yiddish
folk songs to us. She’d been raised in Winnipeg
and gone to the Ashkenazi as a kid. However, the
most comforting thing? The man next to me as
we watched our kids on the kiddy rides. He said
those new car sensors were overly sensitive–and
that if I checked the tires, I might find nothing
wrong. (We did. He was right.)

On the way out, I mistakenly turned down an
(empty) one-way street. A woman yelled
“WRONG WAY! WRONG WAY!” and scared
us terribly. I apologized to her. I figured out the
problem and turned around. She too was looking
out for me.

Next day, at the zoo – we were enjoying the
eclipse and how it made crescent shaped shad-
ows on the pavement – with my friend and her
baby. We commiserated about how scary it is to
be raising kids. We want to help them be strong
– in what is suddenly a more threatening envi-
ronment for minorities. She also waited, smiling,
while my kids and I recited a bracha I’d found
online over the wonder of seeing the eclipse. My
friend is Muslim. Her parents were born in
Jerusalem.

In Drumheller, at the Royal Tyrrell Museum,
my kids had a blast until exhaustion hit. It was
very hot. We dragged them out in mid-tantrum.
In the parking lot, my husband handed those
expensive tickets to another family to use. We
ended up in a restaurant. Everything was better
after eating in air conditioning. On the way out,
I apologized to the senior citizens near us if we
had disrupted their meal. They smiled gracious-
ly. One mentioned that everyone had been a kid
once.

On our day trip to Banff, we wandered into a
theater. We were the only people attending a
magnificent children’s show, filled with dancing
animals and an amazing set done by artist Jason
Carter. The performers said “Be our guest!” It
turned out we saw an $80 show for free.

Why am I telling you this? In recent issues of
The Jewish Post & News, some have comment-
ed on a child who happened to be on the bemah
(pulpit) of a congregation during services. Some
bemoaned how children are poorly behaved in
‘adult’ restaurants or theaters, as well. 

While I would be the first to ask children to try
to behave and to suggest synagogues develop
good Jewish programming options for kids, the
thing is, a synagogue isn’t a theater or a restau-
rant. A shul is a house of learning, community,
and prayer. Who should learn to pray in a loving
community? Kids. 

During my trip, I encountered embarrassing
learning moments (WRONG WAY!) and

moments of gracious compassion. (We were all
kids) I also consistently had my kids in public, in
theaters and restaurants, where I worked awfully
hard to make sure they behaved…and those
around me (mostly non-Jewish strangers and one
or two friends) were big enough to understand
the challenges of the task.

I wasn’t sure what to write for this column.
Late last night, I lay awake, near an open win-
dow. Noise kept me up. Adults were laughing
and shouting on a nearby upscale restaurant
patio as they drank. In warm weather, this hap-
pens several times a week. I was tempted to
march out in my pajamas to tell them to be quiet
so I could sleep, but instead, I tried to be more
understanding. I didn’t call the cops. 

To those who would say that this child disrupt-
ed them during services, I suggest to perhaps be
a little more generous of spirit. Synagogue is
about community. That means it’s not just about
‘me’ and what I should get out of the experience.
It’s about what we can offer each other - as we
learn, pray, and support each other. Sometimes
it’s challenging, embarrassing, hard or sad, and
you know, that’s life. It’s not a fancy dinner with
cocktails, or an upscale performance.

Rosh Hashanah is upon us. It’s time to evalu-
ate how we can aim higher and do better next
year. There are plenty of things for which I can
atone, things I haven’t done well and want to do
better. Meanwhile, I just heard from old friends
(who went to Cornell University as undergrads
with me) who live in Houston. They are ok.
Their house is ok, but their experience is much
scarier than that. In their brief email, they
relayed such horrible stories about flooding, and
drowning all around them. They mentioned that
they were trying to help those nearby who were
less fortunate.

We’re so very lucky, I thought. That random
kind community of helpers is so important…in
Houston or Calgary or Winnipeg. It helped me
through a big first vacation on my own in a
strange city with kids. Those people lifted me up
and helped me learn
to do it, despite the
challenges. My
friends survived a
major hurricane, and
they were going to
help gut a friend’s
flooded house. Upon
reflection, I’d say, we
can all be that ‘better
person’ and help out.

Next time a kid acts
out? Smile. Meet the

family. Ask if you can chase her down the aisle
to give the parents a five-minute break. Heaven
knows they need it.

Wishing you a sweet, happy, productive,
meaningful 5778, 

Are you behind in reading Joanne’s columns?
Joanne Seiff is the author of a new book– From
the Outside In: Jewish Post Columns 2015-2016.
This column collection is now available for dig-
ital download, or as a paperback from Amazon.
See more about her on her blog: www.joanne
seiff.blogspot.com.
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By myRON LOVE
Saul Cherniack turned 100 last January. From

that vantage point, he can look back with satis-
faction on a life well-lived. Cherniack is a mem-
ber of one of the most prominent families
Winnipeg’s Jewish community has ever pro-
duced. 

The Cherniack Family’s contributions to soci-
ety began with Saul’s parent, Joseph Alter and
Fanya, young socialists who arrived in Winnipeg
in 1905 (after sampling the czar’s prisons).

Although a penniless immigrant on arrival,
Alter Cherniack became one of the first Jewish
lawyers in Winnipeg. As related by Saul
Cherniack (as well as information drawn from
the late Harry Gutkin’s “Journal into Our
Heritage), education and Yiddishkeit were pri-
mary focuses of both Alter and Fanya Cherniack.
They were among the
founders of the
Yidd i sh - l anguage
Peretz School (in
1915) Cherniack’s
parents were among
the founders of the
Yiddish language I.L.
Peretz School – the
first such day school
in North America – and were heavily involved in
Yiddish theatre and culture in Winnipeg.

“We were always hosting visiting Yiddish
writers and poets when I was growing up,”
Cherniack recalls.

On a national scale, Alter Cherniack was
among the founders of the Canadian Jewish
Congress, active in JIAS (the Jewish Immigrant
Aid Society), was an ardent Zionist and, in the
1930s, a leader against fascism. He was chair-
man of the militant Jewish Anti-Fascist League

and represented the
league at the world
Anti-Fascist Congress
in Paris in 1937. 

The elder
Cherniacks’ socialist
viewpoint carried
over to their children,
Saul and his sister, Dr.
Mindel Sheps, both of
whom made their
mark on the wider
world.

As Dr. Isanne
Schacter noted in a
presentation in June –
on early Jewish
women doctors in
Manitoba, Dr. Mindel
(Cherniack) Sheps (a
1938 graduate of
medicine) enjoyed a
career that put her
head and shoulders
above almost every
other doctor – male or
female - in the history
of our province. As
Schacter pointed out,
Sheps was an early
advocate for birth
control. She was a
founder of the CCF, a
Winnipeg school
trustee (in the early
1940s) and a fighter
for women’s rights.

In 1944, she and her
husband, Dr. Cecil
Sheps, were invited to
Saskatchewan by the

newly elected administration of Premier Tommy
Douglas to help bring in medicare in that
province.

Her career path later took her to academia in
the United States where she became an interna-
tionally known leader in the fields of statistics
and demographics. In 1972, her alma mater (the
University of Manitoba) awarded her an hon-
orary doctorate in Science.

While Saul Cherniack was not the first Jewish
Cabinet Minister in the history of Manitoba –
that honour went to the late Maitland Steinkopf
who served as a cabinet minister in Duff
Roblin’s government in the early 1960s), he was
the first and only Jewish politician to serve as
Deputy Premier (in Ed Schreyer’s first ever NDP
Government (1969-77). 

Like his father, Saul Cherniack trained as a
lawyer. During the
war years, he served
in the Canadian
Armed Forces’ intel-
ligence Corps during
which time he
learned Japanese.
After the war, he was
one of three lawyers
across Canada who

acted on behalf of Japanese Canadians who had
been interned during the war years in an effort of
win them some compensation for their property
that have been seized by the Canadian govern-
ment.

Cherniack’s first foray into politics came in
1950 when he was elected to the Winnipeg
School Board from the heavily Jewish Ward 3 –
a position that had been in the Cherniack family
for well nigh 25 years. After four years on the
school board, Cherniack returned to the private
sector. In the late 1950s, he served as president
of both the Jewish Welfare Fund (one of the fore-
runners of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg)
and of the western branch of the Canadian
Jewish Congress.

In 1959, he was elected to Winnipeg City
Council and, in 1962, he was elected to the
Manitoba Legislature for the north Winnipeg
riding of St. John’s. He was one of just a handful
of NDP MLA’s – three of them Jewish – who
were elected that year. Cherniack was re-elected
four more times by comfortable margins.

The NDP fortunes changed with the election
victory in 1969. What was Cherniack’s reaction
to being in government? “We were stunned and
a little anxious,” he recalls.

The highlight of his career in government, he
says, was combining all of Winnipeg’s various
suburban municipalities (he was also Urban
Affairs Minister) into one body overseeing all of
greater Winnipeg. 

The Schreyer Government went down to
defeat in 1977 – although Cherniack himself was
re-elected. He stepped down in 1981. After the
NDP returned to power in 1981, Cherniack was
appointed to the board of Manitoba Hydro where
he also serve as board chair. In 1984, he was
appointed to the Canadian Security Intelligence
Review Committee which was charged with
overseeing CSIS activities.

He stepped down from the CSIRC and public
life in 1992 when his wife, Sybil, became ill. She
passed away in 1997.

The former Minister of Finance has been hon-
oured with both the Order of Manitoba and
Order of Canada.

Although recovering from a mild stroke,
Cherniack remains in relatively good shape for
which he gives thanks to Myra Wolch, his com-
panion for the past 10-plus years. “Myra has
made a big difference in my life,” he says.
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Looking back

The Cherniack family - 
a century of leadership in Jewish, general community
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The Cherniack Family’s contribu-
tions to society began with Saul’s
parent, Joseph Alter and Fanya,
young socialists who arrived in

Winnipeg in 1905 (after sampling
the czar’s prisons).
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High Holidays

Fear and trembling about High Holidays services 
By JOSHuA RATNER 

(Rabbis Without Borders
via JTA) – Fear and trembling
make a triumphant return to the
Jewish calendar with the month
of Elul and the initiation of the
holiday countdown that leads to
Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. As a rabbinical colleague wrote, Elul
itself carries spiritual significance as a time to
begin soul-searching and stock-taking of our
individual behaviors over the past year. 

Elul carries with it a particular sense of
urgency, if not dread, for those officiating at
High Holidays services. Summer vacation is
now officially over. The lists of details for the
myriad services that will take place – who is
leading each reading, getting each aliyah, open-
ing or closing the ark – can be truly staggering.
Searches begin in earnest for those pithy anec-
dotes or fascinating studies of human nature that
were clipped from newspapers or dog-eared in
books we have been reading over the past year.
Rabbis in smaller shuls now must coordinate
with guest cantors, synagogue choirs or brush up
on their own chanting abilities. 

And, of course, there is the coup de gras –the
High Holidays sermons. A recent Pew Research
Center survey found that for those looking for a
new house of worship, “Americans look first and
foremost for a place where they like the preaching
and the tone set by the congregation’s leaders.” At
83 percent, the quality of the sermon was the sin-
gle highest factor in determining Americans’
choice of congregation. So the pressure many rab-
bis feel, myself included, to craft and deliver ser-
mons of high quality is tremendous. 

But if I am honest with myself, the sermon
actually is the easy part of transmitting meaning
and content on the High Holidays. It is conveyed
in the vernacular and crafted to connect, deeply
and personally, with those in attendance. What is
truly hard, and what really fills me with fear, is
how to make the rest of the services resonate. 

There are (at least) three fundamental chal-
lenges posed by the Yamim Noraim (Days of
Awe) services. (I will speak specifically about
Conservative Jewish services because those are
the ones I am most familiar with.) First is the
sheer volume of Hebrew used during services.
From Maariv on Rosh Hashanah Eve through
Neilah on Yom Kippur, worshippers confront a
relentless onslaught of Hebrew poetry and prose.
While there are opportunities to inject English
readings or inspirational messages (“kavanot”),
these are usually the exception rather than the

rule. 
Why do we inun-

date ourselves with so
much Hebrew?
Because the machzor,
the prayerbook we
use for the High
Holidays, simply has
a ton of content and
we know that must
synagogue-goers only
have a limited time
span during which
they will sit in the
pews. This leaves two
options: cut out some
Hebrew and replace it
with more English
translations, or chant
our way through the
Hebrew as fast as we
can so we can finish
the service on time. 

Since rabbis and rit-
ual committees tend
to decide on the con-

tent of the services, and simul-
taneously tend to be the most
conservative when it comes to
modifying prayer content, we
wind up with a very Hebrew-
centric service. To make mat-
ters worse, the Hebrew is often
from medieval sources and dif-

fers in content from the Hebrew some may be
used to from Shabbat or daily worship. This
makes it even harder to follow. 

Finally, when we do slow down for more
melodic chanting, it often is done by a cantor or
other prayer leader in a tune that is so stylized
that it is difficult to join. 

The second major challenge of our High
Holidays services stems from the content of the
liturgy. The key themes are repeated again and
again to the point that it can be challenging to
feel personal resonance the fifth time I decry my
sins or proclaim God’s sovereignty. The liturgy
is intentionally redundant to hammer home key
themes (created at a time when liturgy was recit-
ed orally, not written down), but this redundancy
raises the moral hazard of emotional boredom. 

Another major component of the High
Holidays liturgy is the use of liturgical poetry
(“piyyutim”) that were comprised by skilled
poets 1,000 or more years ago. Their poetry is
subtle and relies upon an encyclopedic knowl-
edge of biblical references and connections that
are incredibly challenging for modern audiences
to unpack. With these raw ingredients, it is easy
to see how the final prayer product often comes
out dry and flavorless. 

Perhaps the largest impediment to meaningful
services, though, lies in the gulf between life
experience and contemporary sensibilities on the
one hand and traditional rabbinic theology on
the other. I am sure there are some who embrace
the liturgical themes of the High Holidays, espe-
cially the metaphor of
God as King sitting in
judgment on a heav-
enly throne. But for
the many others who
reject this outlook,
how can they derive
meaning from the
High Holidays while
reciting a liturgy
predicated on this
very outlook? 

If we adhere to dif-
ferent metaphors of
God and different the-
ologies about our
relationship with
God, are we left with
a choice between cog-
nitive dissonance or a
wholesale rejection of
the liturgy we have
used for hundreds of
years? Conversely, if
we preserve the tradi-
tional liturgy, are we
doing anything more
than enabling a super-
ficial and shallow
spiritual experience? 

Or, as I once wrote,
do we intentionally
seek out boredom to
serve as a protective
barrier during the
High Holidays, so that
we don’t have to get
introspective? 

I’m not sure how to
resolve these ques-
tions, but I intend to

spend much of Elul trying to do so. 
(Rabbi Joshua Ratner is the rabbi of

Congregation Kol Ami in Cheshire,
Connecticut.) 
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Why Jewish day schools are trying to be
more like summer camp

By IRA STOLL
BOSTON – When

the Jewish Commu-
nity Day School in
Watertown, Massa-
chusetts, decided sev-
eral years ago to hire a
former MTV producer
to bring a “fresh voice
of Jewish spirit” to the
school, it was part of a
broader goal: to bring
the joys of summer
camp to the school
year.

The institution
already was on its
way. A tradition had
begun on Yom Kippur
eve wherein the whole
school dresses in
white and heads to a
bridge over the
Charles River, where
they sing, listen to
stories and throw birdseed into the water as part
of the traditional tashlich ritual of casting away
sins.

After hiring the producer, Oren Kaunfer, as a
spiritual educator, he began leading the service.

“Everyone is sitting on the ground. It’s got a
camp feel to it,” Kaunfer said. “It’s taking
Jewish experiences and making them more
memorable and exciting and deepening them.”

Kaunfer also accompanies students on two
camp-like overnight nature trips for sixth- and
seventh-graders as part of the pluralistic school’s
Jewish environmental education curriculum.

“When trying to describe my job, I do often
say, ‘I bring camp to school,’” he said.

What that means, Kaunfer explained, is con-
necting students with “joyful Jewish experi-
ences.”

“There’s definitely a lot of guitar involved, or
mandolin, or whatever instrument I am holding
at the time,” he said.

The annual transi-
tion from summer
camp’s informal and
highly spirited atmos-
phere to the more reg-
imented, high-pres-
sure and maybe even
occasionally boring
environment of
school long has been
one of the jarring
changes of fall, right
up there with cooler
nights and earlier sun-
sets.

Yet increasingly, the
differences between
school and camp
aren’t as stark as they
used to be.

In Toronto, a dele-
gation of 24 young
Israelis who spent
their summer serving
as camp counselors
and waterfront staff
are staying on for the
school year to teach
about Israel in the
city’s Jewish day
schools. At Lander-

Grinspoon Academy in Northampton,
Massachusetts, students spend some of their
time picking crops at Abundance Farm, an adja-
cent Jewish farm. 

At Krieger Schechter Day School in
Baltimore, students who miss participating in
their camp musical get a chance each year to par-
ticipate in one English-language play and anoth-
er Hebrew-language play.

The trend of Jewish schools trying to integrate
more of the positive elements of camp into the
school year – without sacrificing academic rigor
– mirrors what’s going on in American education
overall. 

Schools increasingly are emphasizing infor-
mal, experiential and project-based learning
rather than lectures, worksheets and drills. This
approach, the thinking goes, will better prepare
students to be lifelong learners in the global
economy and the internet age.

With Jewish education, there is particular
interest because research has found that the
Jewish identity-building benefits of summer
camp are particularly strong.

“Adults who had a Jewish overnight camp
experience as children are significantly more
likely to exhibit Jewish behaviors as adults,”
said University of Miami demographer Ira
Sheskin, one of the co-authors of a 2012 study
called “Camp Works: The Long-Term Impact of
Jewish Overnight Camp.”

“They are more likely to marry other Jews, to
join synagogues, to light Shabbat candles, etc.
The more Jewish day schools can bring into the
classroom the elements that have made camp so
successful in building Jewish identity – those
immersive, informal interactions with other Jews
in a ‘soft’ Jewish environment – the more likely
schools are to increase their already positive
effects on students’ Jewish lives.”

The key, of course, is not just to bring elements
of camp into the classroom, but to do so in a way
that enhances day schools’ Judaic and academic
rigor.

Schools are adopting a variety of camp-like
tactics and strategies, including mentor relation-
ships between older and younger students, char-
acter education and field trips, noted Rabbi Avi
Orlow, vice president for program and innova-
tion at the Foundation for Jewish Camp.
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Scott Sokol, head of school at MetroWest Jewish Day School in
Framingham, Mass., leads morning circle, one of several camp-like
elements the school has adopted. 

(Courtesy of MetroWest Jewish Day School)

Continued on next page.
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MetroWest Jewish Day School in
Framingham, Massachusetts, has instituted sev-
eral camp-like elements.

Teachers are called by their first names to
make them more accessible. The school day
begins with an outdoor meeting of the whole
school featuring announcements and the singing
of “Hatikvah,” the Israeli national anthem. 

Preparation for the school science fair – which
at other schools often means extensive parental
involvement in everything from shopping for
supplies to choosing an experiment – is entirely
school-based, meaning “students get a chance to
explore what they are actually interested in,”
said Beth Null, the school’s director of commu-
nity advancement, crediting the changes to head
of school Scott Sokol, an alumnus of Ramah
New England.

“‘What can we do to make school feel more
like camp’ is very prevalent,” said Bil Zarch,
director of Camp Yavneh, a Jewish overnight
camp in New Hampshire. Having also served as
head of school at Jewish day schools in
Baltimore and Massachusetts, Zarch has seen
both sides of the issue.

When his own child attended Lander-
Grinspoon Academy, Zarch said, the school
marked the Jewish harvest festival of Sukkot by
having students harvest crops on the adjacent
farm, learning about the biblical commandments
of pe’ah and leket, and then delivering the har-
vest to a food pantry that helps low-income fam-
ilies and individuals.

“The kids got so much out of that lesson,”
Zarch recalled.

At American Hebrew Academy, a Jewish
boarding school in Greensboro, North Carolina,
the school is situated on a 100-acre wooded cam-
pus with a lake – intentionally designed with
“camp-esque components,” according to the
academy’s CEO, Glenn Drew. The school facili-
ty also is used during the summer as a Jewish
athletic camp.

The Jewish camping component “always has
been central” to the 16-year-old boarding school,
Drew said.

“It makes 100 percent sense to me,” he said.
“It’s a completely immersive experience.”

Of course, summer camps and residential
schools can give youths something that day
schools, even the ones trying hardest to be camp-
like, may have a tough time replicating: distance
from home.

“Being away from parents allows children to
explore,” Drew said, and exposes them more to
“peer-to-peer education – the influence of a large
group of peers that are engaged in similar activ-
ities.”

Wendy Grinberg, director of Jewish education
at the Reform movement’s URJ Eisner Camp
and a doctoral candidate in the field of educa-
tion, said schools should consider what specific
things about camp they want to emulate.

She suggested the benefits of social-emotional
learning, strong camper-counselor relationships,
project-based learning, cultivating students who
are more independent and less stressed out, nat-
ural lived Judaism, real-life experiences,
younger role models, leadership roles for kids
and the freedom to try things. Those are ele-
ments that can enhance what schools already do
without compromising deep and engaging learn-
ing.

Day schools have to contend with many con-
straints absent from camp, including state man-
dates, grades and report cards. 

Increasingly, though, educators are realizing
that the team building, leadership and energy of

a summer camp-like
experience may be
critical to preparing
students for college –
and for life.

“Jewish day schools
have made capacity
building their central
mission, and indeed
they do a terrific job
in imparting Jewish
literacy. 

But they realized
they also need to do a
great job of identity
building,” said sociol-
ogist Steven M.
Cohen, a research pro-
fessor at Hebrew
Union College and co-
author of the 2012
“Camp Works” study.

“Building relation-
ships, emotionally laden experiences and life-
long memories are the ways camps have built
identity, and now day schools are finding ways
to fit that into what they do, too.”

(This article was sponsored by and produced
in partnership with the Avi Chai Foundation,
which is committed to the perpetuation of the
Jewish people, Judaism and the centrality of the
State of Israel to the Jewish people. In North
America, the foundation works to advance the
Jewish day school and overnight summer camp
fields. This article was produced by JTA’s native
content team.)

Happy Rosh Hashanah 
to all our friends and clients. 
From sophisticated and comprehensive requirements  
of business enterprises to the personal needs 
of individuals, we understand that the greater 
the need, the more experience matters. 

An “outside classroom” at Hillel Day School of Metropolitan Detroit
(Courtesy of Hillel Day School)

Continued from previous page.



By DARREN ELKIN
Here’s how things looked at the beginning of this years’ slo-pitch season:

After a disappointing 2016 season, the Sweepers were looking for a little
revenge and a return
to form; the House of
Ashkenazi was look-
ing for their fourth
title in six years; the
Swingers were look-
ing to get back to the
finals - and this time
show-up; the
Gloverboys were just
looking to win a
series; and the
Hammers and
Diamonds were look-
ing to survive the sea-
son and show some
progress.

Let’s just say not
everyone’s dreams
came true, but what
did happen was a very
interesting regular
season followed by a
return to dominance in
the play-offs
by............

The Hammers cap-
tain Joel Samphir was
able to get his young
crew to play together,
to believe and, dare I
say, put a season
together no one
thought was possible!
Joel’s decision to
make Max Erenberg

his bridge to the youth on the team was key and helped the Hammers start
their trend upwards. This is a team of the future and the future could be
2018 if they can just add a couple more solid players.

The Swingers, who were one game away from winning it all in 2016, had
it all come crashing down in 2017. While they were a talented team they
just could not stop the ship from sinking. They’ll have many questions to
answer before 2018 if they want to return to form. It Looks like Captain
Jason Lichtman will be looking to add a few free agents and a possible
starting pitcher. 

The House of Ashkenazi was again solid, if not spectacular. They relied
on their pitching and defense to win most games as their hitting left a little
to be desired, but come play-off time one can never count the House out. 

The Sweepers put together another solid season under the reigns of cap-
tain and league commish Shael Glesby. While their runs for were down a
little, their pitching and defense were still at the top, thus making them a
dangerous team come play-off time.

Finally the Gloverboys: Benji Rothman has assembled a young, fast and
a solid hitting team who appear to be getting better each year as evidenced
by their record and stats, but would they be able to close out a series?

Okay, let’s get this article going because you aren’t here to listen to me
pontificate; you’re here because you want to know how it all turned out.
The Gloverboys finished tied for first with the Sweepers at 15-5, but won
the tiebreaker; the House finished third at 12-8, followed by the Hammers
at 9-10-1, the Swingers at 5-14-1, and the Diamonds at 3-17.

So our two eliminations games were set. We had the Hammers versus the
Swingers and the House versus the Diamonds. At first glance, one would
have thought the House would run over the Diamonds but, to their credit,
the Diamonds, behind the brilliant pitching of Everett Cantor and some
timely hitting, managed to hold the lead throughout only to have the House
slowly but surely do what they do and inch back. By the time the ninth
inning rolled around the Diamonds had squandered a large lead and were
trailing by two - 16-14. The Diamonds did manage to score once but,
unfortunately left the tying run on second with two outs, as House all-star
pitcher Richard Hechter dug deep and struck out the last Diamond, thus
preventing an upset.

The House was now moving on to the semi-finals against the Sweepers
– yes, the same team they swept last season in the semi-finals. Would this
be more of the same or would the Sweepers exact the revenge that they had
been waiting for these last 12 months? 

More on that in a moment, but for now let’s focus on the other elimina-
tion game between the Hammers, who finished fourth, and the Swingers,
who finished fifth. On paper one would have thought the Swingers -
despite their season of turmoil, would have the edge. After all, they had
been in the finals last season. 
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Winnipeg Jewish Men’s Slo-Pitch 2017 Recap

The Sweepers: 2017 champions of Jewish Men’s Slo-pitch League
Back Row (left to right) matty Amihude, Sol Raber (beard), Daniel
glesby (yellow cap), Chaim Raber, Jeff Koplovich, Ron yurman & Ira
Kaye
Front Row (left to right) Isaac Amihude (Phillies Cap), Danny
Braunstein (holding bat), Shael glesby, Jason glass, meyer Thompson
(holding trophy)
Kneeling –Jordan Vine, Blake Oman & Darren Elkin
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We wish our clients 

and friends a healthy 

and happy new year!
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The Hammers had no real history
of play-off success and, despite

their much improved regular season, sometimes these sorts of improve-
ments come crashing down in the play-offs until one learns to win. 

For their part the Hammers seemed loose and had an early lead in a tight
affair, but the Swingers, who have always been able to hit (It’s just the other
aspects of baseball that have eluded them). slowly chipped away at the
Hammers’ lead and eventually shut the Hammers down for a 13-12 victo-
ry. The Swingers were now moving on to face the first place Gloverboys
again. At this point the Gloverboys had plenty of time to pick out their pre-
game music, and the thought of avenging last year’s semi-finals loss to the
Swingers must have been a sweet thought.

Let’s start with the first place Gloverboys versus the fifth place Swingers.
Last year saw the Swingers lose Game One, only to win Games Two and
Three, and move onto the finals. I’m not sure anyone believed that this
would happen again, or even go three games, as the Swingers just didn’t
have that sort of year that one would believe in miracles. On the other hand,
the Gloverboys seemed to have steamrolled thru most of 2017, and I most
certainly expected more of the same from them in this series.

Well, the Gloverboys did not disappoint me. They hit and hit, never
looked back and battered the Swingers into submission and an early off-
season with wins of 26-9 and 25-16. They were now moving on to their
first ever WJMBL finals with a yet-to-be-determined opponent. 

Our other semi-finals featured the second place Sweepers (2014 & 2015
champs) versus the third place House of Ashkenazi (2012, 2013 & 2016
champs) in a series that would most certainly showcase great pitching and
defense. The question was: Who would get those timely hits to win? Would
Matt L have his House dynasty, or would the Sweepers be going for three
titles in four years? Time would soon tell.

Game One saw the Sweepers dominate early , hold the House scoreless
for the first six innings, and build a lead. The House did manage to score
four runs in the seventh inning and three in the eighth, , but it was far too
little and far too late. The Sweepers won a game they controlled from the
onset 13-7, and now were one game away from exacting revenge for 2016
and returning to the finals.

Game Two saw the House jump out early with four runs in the first,
which I’m sure made them confident and, after three innings the House
was up 6-5. It was a small lead for sure, but considering it took them until
the seventh inning to score a run in Game One, this must have given the
House some confidence. 

Well, this also woke up the Big Red Machine, as they held the House
scoreless for the last six innings of the game, while scoring ten runs to win
easily 15-6. They were now headed for a date in the finals with their good
friends, the Gloverboys. The Sweepers’ pitching and defense was out-
standing, as they held the House scoreless for 14 of the 18 innings played.
To its credit, the House played well, but just could not get those timely hits
to put any pressure on the Sweepers in either game.

So, here we were, headed to the finals with the Gloverboys versus the
Sweepers; this time in a series to see who would win it all! These finals had
all the makings of one of the best in many a year, with two 15-5 teams fac-
ing off at RRC Field, along with the intensity these two teams bring when
they play each other.

Let’s get to Game One action: Game One saw the home team Gloverboys
shock the Sweepers early and build a 9-2 lead after two innings, only to
watch the Sweepers pitching, defense and hitting come alive. By the time
it was all over the Sweepers had rolled to a 23-12 win and a 1-0 series lead. 

With Game Two delayed a week, old mo was certainly gone, but early on
the Sweepers took a 10-2 lead and held that until the seventh inning. Then,
the Gloverboys raised themselves from the dead, scored ten runs in the sev-
enth inning, ripped the game away from under the Sweepers’ noses, and
won going away 19-10 to tie the finals at one game apiece.

We were headed for another Game Three between these two teams, and
frankly no one should have expected anything different. One might have
thought the Gloverboys were relishing the thought of the Sweepers blow-
ing a one game lead in a series! With Game Three only two sleeps away
the Sweepers had to put the Game Two debacle out of their minds, and the

Gloverboys had to remember there was still one more game to be played.
Game Three was now here; questions were answered early and often as

the Sweepers plated seven in the top of the first and never took their foot
off of the pedal. By the time dusk came and darkness was almost upon us
the Sweepers had throttled the Gloverboys 34-15 in seven innings (mercy
rule invoked) and had claimed their third championship in the last four
years. 

The Sweepers are a
mixture of old, really
old and young. Over
the last four years of
myself playing on the
team I have seen the
young guns: Jordan
Vine, Blake Oman,
Daniel Glesby, Ira
Kaye, Jason Glass,
Sol Raber and Adam

Continued from previous page.
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The leaves of brown come tumbling down; it’s
September and pro football zealots are snapping
up the latest Fantasy Football magazines so that
they can acquire that razor-thin edge that will earn
them extra dough plus an inflated ego should they
out-perform their opponents.

What they don’t have any control over as they
stare at the Fantasy draft boards - as if they were
studying for their entrance finals in medicine at
Harvard or Yale - is the injury factor which is

omnipresent in all sports.
Take, for example, this year’s edition of the New England Patriots of the

AFC East who, pro prognosticators predicted, will finish first in their divi-
sion with a 13-3 record.

Jewish Chairman and CEO Robert Kraft, probably the wealthiest and
most charitable owner in the league, has the funds to acquire the best tal-
ent in the league. He, too, like all the fantasy freaks will be taking chances
as well.

Will his legendary quarterback, TOM BRADY, who turned 40 years of
age at the end of August, maintain the quality of health that will allow him
to take flight and evade charging linemen bent on driving him into the turf?

The Patriots, a few short weeks ago, lost the services of their star wide
receiver and punt returner, JULIEN EDELMAN, allegedly for the entire
season with a complete tear in his Anterior Cruciate ligament.

Last season Edelman, 31, - not exactly a giant among men at 5’10” and
200 lbs. demonstrated why he is a giant asset to his team. To wit:

In 2016 he played in all 16 games and started in 13. The Jewish star, who
played college ball at Kent State and is in his ninth season with the Patriots,

caught 98 passes for 1,106 yards for an average of 11.3 yards per catch.
Had you been the fellow who chose Julian in your draft, you may have

shed more than a few tears and sobbed to your rivals: “I don’t want to play
anymore.” The sole sympathy you may have realized would have been a
free one-ply kleenex plus a few extra plain potato chips - minus the dip. 

Oh, there is one other Patriot of the Jewish faith, NATE EBNER, a defen-
sive back out of Ohio State who stands an even six feet and tips the scales
at 220. The six-year veteran is a native of Dublin, Ohio, is described as a

“physical specimen”, and is also considered a world-class rugby
player.

Nate is a special teams’ player referred to as one of the aces who
will be counted upon this season; especially due to the absence of
the aforementioned Julian Edelman. 

The sixth round (197th overall) selection in 2012 was presented
with the Bo Rein Award as the club’s most inspirational player in
college.

According to his head coach Bill Belichick, Ebner, 28, is in the
top 5% all-time that he has ever coached who has grown from
where they were in college to how they grew into a top notch tal-
ent as a NFL player.

Then there is MITCHELL SCHWARTZ,  28, who, you might
say, hit the jackpot when the Kansas City Chiefs bestowed a five-
year pact upon him in 2016 to the tune of $33 million. The start-
ing offensive right tackle who weighs in at 320 lbs. and stands
6’5” played his college ball in California.

Originally drafted in the second round in 2012 by the Cleveland
Browns, he is a workhorse deluxe. Of course, the average fan
might snidely remark that for that amount of money he ought to

be.
Not to worry. I hap-

pened to hear
Mitchell interviewed
at camp a few days
ago when he shared
his regimen with the
interviewer. To wit: “I
like to take about a
month off following
the final game of the
season before begin-
ning training again for
the upcoming season.

“We’re so used to
working out all the
time that after a few
weeks to a month of
not working out, you
start to feel a little out
of shape and sloppy
and not so good about
yourself.

“Luckily, I had my
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Jews in the National Football League - 2017 

JULIAN EDELMAN of the Patriots - 
unfortunately, injured and out for the entire season

Wishing the Community  
  a Happy, Healthy and  
     Peaceful New Year

Devi
City Councillor • Old Kildonan Ward 
  Speaker of Council 
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THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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brother, Geoff, going through it as an NFL
player (himself) and learned from his expe-
rience.”

The latter is now only 31 and out of the
game. He was an offensive guard and tack-
le who played college ball for the Oregon
Ducks. Geoff was a draft pick in 2008 by
the Carolina Panthers, with whom he
played from 2008-2011. 

He also went on to play shorter stints with
the Vikings, Chiefs, and the Giants. Not
uncommonly, he was eventually felled by the well-known injury bug. He
played a total of 73 NFL games, starting 39.

The boys were raised as Conservative Jews, were both bar mitzvah and
took their religion very seriously. Father Lee is a business consultant to
manufacturing companies and mother Olivia (Goodkin) is an attorney.

The boys hold the distinction of being the first Jewish brothers to play in
the NFL since Ralph and Arnold Horween played back in 1923.

TAYLOR MAYS, 29, the son of former NFL defensive lineman Stafford
Mays, has a Jewish mom and was bar mitzvah. The strong safety was a
three-time All American at USC. He was a second round pick in the 2010
draft by San Francisco (49th overall).

Taylor was suspended the first eight games of last season for two viola-
tions. To wit: substance abuse policies. He never latched on with a team
after the suspensions. 

The former Cincinnati Bengal safety is currently a free agent and in May
tried out for the Patriots at a rookie mini-camp. 

The 6’3”, 236
pounder appears to be
a long shot who even
the Canadian Football
League wouldn’t
want to risk signing.
A sad, sad story
indeed.

The New York
giants just announced
that they have signed
their sixth round pick,
offensive tackle
ADAM BIS-
NOWATY, 23, to a
four-year contract
worth an estimated
$2.54 million plus a
signing bonus of
$246,000. 

The 6’6” , 307 lb.
rookie played his col-
lege ball in Pittsburgh
with the Panthers.
Adam should see a
fair amount of play
time for a rookie
since the Giants
offensive line is
apparently “devoid of
any depth at offensive
tackle.”

The writer, a Jewish
Winnipegger, is a for-
mer school teacher,
and covers football
and hockey for
Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with
Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish
sports to Harvey
Rosen, 360 Scotia
Street, Winnipeg,
Man., R2V 1W7, 
e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

MITCHELL
SCHWARTZ 

Lineman with the
Kansaas City Chiefs 

Continued from previous page. Meyers, help aid in the creation of a
championship culture on this team. I
think the old guard on this team can
truthfully say these kids have kept us

young and hungry to keep this going. They are a class group of guys. On
a sad note, Danny Braunstein of the Sweepers announced his plans to
retire, so it was a fitting way for a class act to go out. We wish Danny
well. 

A special thank you to Meyer Thompson (Jordan Vine’s grandfather),
who is our number one fan. I don’t think Meyer missed a game regard-
less of weather .Even when Jordy was not playing, Meyer was still there.
Consider yourself a Sweeper for life Meyer!

The following are the trophies handed out this year:
Earl Barish Championship Trophy: Sweepers
Jack Koffman Trophy: Gloverboys (First Place in the Regular Season)
Trevor Paul Trophy: Seth Nepon

(Sportsmanship/Attendance/Dedication to his team/league)
Richard Tapper Trophy: Jon Bitton (Spirit/Enthusiasm/Commitment to

his team/league)
As always, a special thank you to League Commissioner Shael Glesby

for all his hard work, and to Garth Nemy for keeping the Facebook page
up and running, schedule making and for coming out to watch the play-
offs As well, to Don Smart, our chief umpire, and to all his crew for mak-
ing this year another successful year in the WJMBL.

Slo-Pitch
Continued from page 35.



Dear Sondra,
I owe you a long overdue

apology. In a previous column
(written months or, perhaps
years, ago) I referred to your
autobiographical novel, True
Confessions as “drecky”. It was
a low blow. Or, perhaps, a suck-
er punch. (You were in no posi-

tion to defend yourself). It was an especially gratuitous
slap in the face (to coin a phrase) because you had inad-
vertently launched my short-lived film career.

The movie version of my literary debut not only put a
few meals on my family’s table, but some of the clothes on
my back. I’m still showing up at weddings and bar mitz-
vahs in the vintage double-breasted tuxedo I wore in front
of the camera. “It looks so good on you,” insisted the
wardrobe mistress who gifted it to me after the movie
“wrapped”. 

Actually, it fit better than the role for which I had been
cast. “You’re going to be Dave Kaufman?” Brenda cried, incredulously,
when I told her I had landed the part. (She was apparently a little unclear
on the concept of “based on.”) I’m sure my portrayal bore no more resem-
blance to your father (whom I barely remembered) than your literary con-
fection bore to your life. 

According to Brenda (my wife), even the subtitle: “How my family
arranged my marriage” was bogus. “Her parents didn’t even know the
Gotliebs,” she said. True, Brenda tends to exaggerate but she was one of

your bridesmaids so I
think she qualifies as a
“reliable source”. She
clearly remembered
you agonizing over
the decision to marry
a relative stranger, old
enough to be
your...uncle, so it was
your decision. 

I don’t remember
going to your wed-
ding. Brenda probably
went with her then
boyfriend, your
neighbor Normy
Rosen. You and I were
in the same car pool
when I was in 2nd
year Arts but I barely
knew you - or your
parents. But for some
reason they gave me
an LP of Vladimir
Horowitz playing
Scriabin piano pre-
ludes (or perhaps
sonatas) as a gift. I
don’t recall the occa-

sion but suspect that you were the one who chose this
bizarre gift because when I expressed my apprecia-
tion you said, innocently, “Do you like Scriabin?”

“I don’t know,” I was tempted to reply. “I’ve never
scriabled.”

Many a truth is said in jest - unlike your “autobio-
graphical” novel in which art does not imitate life but
distorts and embellishes it. Your cinematic alter-ego
is the anti-Sondra Gotlieb (aka the “before” poster
girl for the Feminist Movement). I can’t recall how
the novel ends, but in the movie version of False
Confessions, “Verna” dumps her domineering suitor,
breaks free from her family shackles and rides off
into the sunset (or sunrise) as a “liberated” woman. 

But I’m getting ahead of myself...
At the point in my life when I received the enig-

matic gift from your family I was addicted to classi-
cal music, and my modest record collection was
heavily weighted with Russian composers:

Tchaikowsky, Rimsky-Korsakov, Mussorgsky, Borodin, Rachmaninov,
Prokofiev, Stravinsky...but who in the hell listens to Scriabin? Most
“obscure” artists are obscure for a good reason. As Shostakovich wrote in
his controversial memoir, “Testimony: Scriabin knew as much about
orchestration as a pig about oranges... All his symphonic poems - the
Divine, and the Ecstasy, and Prometheus - are gibberish.” Your attempt to
show how “sophisticated” your musical taste was simply revealed what a
gauche little snob you were. 

Of course it would have been the height of ingratitude to burst your
teenage bubble so I fielded your silly question as diplomatically as your
future husband might have. I was a little less sanguine when you ridiculed
me for what was, admittedly, an asinine speculation. One morning, as we
drove to the campus, you wondered, out loud, why there was no masculine
counterpart for the term “ballerina” and I suggested “ballerino”. I hadn’t
intended it as a joke but you giggled. 

For 20 minutes. 

As I recall, you giggled a lot. Years later someone told me that you
claimed to have had a crush on me, so perhaps that had something to do
with it. I don’t know if it’s true but I couldn’t have been the model for the
“milkman’s son” in True Confections because you describe him as a garru-
lous intellectual who was interested in politics, which is as far from a por-
trait of yours truly as it is possible to get. But then none of the characters
in your book-length fairy tale resemble anyone I had ever met. Nor did I
recognize the city in which I had grown up. That this travesty won the
Stephen Leacock Award for humour was a joke. I didn’t crack a smile,
once, during the process of slogging through your prize-winning novel. I
had to force myself to finish it. Consequently, I didn’t bother reading any
of the Sondra Gotlieb “best sellers” that followed in its wake. 

Until a couple of weeks ago. 
I was at our cottage in Winnipeg Beach, with nothing to read, and my eye

fell on a copy of Dogs, Houses, Gardens, Food and other addictions which
had been sitting around so long it was like part of the decor. I’d picked it
up at a yard sale but had never opened it. Once bitten... But I was hard-up
for reading material so I held my nose and belatedly took the plunge - but
not until I had to recruit a guinea pig to test the water. “Why don’t you read
it?” I suggested to Brenda. Frankly, I didn’t think she’d take the bait. She
had been even more disappointed in your debut novel than I was because
she knew you a lot better, Sondra, and her expectations had been much
higher. Besides, unlike me, Brenda is not a book worm; she’s a newspaper
and Martha Stewart Living worm. But she not only accepted my sugges-
tion (for possibly the first time in our marriage) and delivered a favorable
verdict. 

“It’s good,” she said, which is about as enthusiastic as she gets. 
So I took the book out to the back deck, settled into a folding chair and

began to read the first chapter:
“Food Came First”

38 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 13, 2017

Fairly unbalanced

An Open Letter to Sondra Gotlieb

�������������


����� �������� ���������	
�
�
����	������

���������
�	���

By BILL MARANTZ

Continued on next page.



Wednesday, September 13, 2017, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   39

Fairly unbalanced

“When I was sixteen I didn’t
know much but I knew what I

liked: food, flowers, our house, our dogs (an English setter, two cocker
spaniels and a Scottie) and a milkman’s son... “

Again with the effing milkman’s son! Thirty years later and you’re still
peddling that stale canard? When you were 16, Sondra, there were no milk-
men; they were ancient history. This was supposed to be a memoir, not
another “comic” novel. After one paragraph I was tempted to give up on
your literary career as a lost cause. But everyone hates a quitter so I sol-
diered on. And by the end of the first chapter your valedictory effort had
me hooked. Like they say, “I couldn’t put it down.”

Don’t misunderstand; Dogs, Houses, etc. is not a page-turner. More like
a stomach-turner. “Did you enjoy it?” Brenda asked, when I’d finished
reading it. I was stuck for a response. Does a junkie enjoy crack? I didn’t
read your memoir; I lived it. With an aching heart and a queasy feeling in
the pit of my stomach. Punctuated by the occasional gift of laughter. Now
that you weren’t trying so hard to be funny you actually caused me to laugh
out loud, several times. Like when that over-educated doofus you married
struck up a conversation with an erudite American on your honeymoon
cruise. The future Canadian ambassador to the U.S. was dying to ask
“Gorvi Dahl” if he was related to the actress, Arlene Dahl. Like they say,
you can’t makes this sh*t up. “A satirist of the first rank,” your publisher
quotes the New York Times as saying, on the dust jacket, but we both know
that, at long last, you weren’t gilding the lily; you were writing the unvar-
nished truth. 

That’s the difference between your first book and your last - what makes
one such a yawn and the other so compelling. Ordinarily, I’m bored to tears
by people who drone on about their pets, houses, gardens, and the osso
buco they ate at the gourmet restaurant-du-jour, yet I became obsessed by
your addictions. It wasn’t the (slightly tedious) narrative that held me in
thrall, it was the voice of the narrator; no, not the voice - the heart. In spite
of your various awards, Sondra, you aren’t a particularly skillful writer. But
Dogs, Houses, etc. displays far more important attributes than craftsman-
ship, namely passion and honesty. As I sat in the sun, listening to you pour
your heart out, albeit in that flippant way of yours, I was finally meeting
the real Sondra (Kaufman) Gotlieb, not the phony I had mistaken her for. 

We live in two different worlds, Sondra, but we are kindred spirits. A
recovering lawyer and a maverick in establishment drag. The odyssey you
describe in your memoir is my vision of hell on earth, but it’s the road you
chose and I admire and respect you for following wherever it led without
losing sight of what Charles Krauthamer calls “Things That Matter.” You
didn’t just follow the herd but blazed your own trail, boldly going where no
“wife of” had gone before... then woke up and found yourself right back
where you started, without a pot to make tea in. 

“In Toronto I went from Princess to bag-lady in twenty-four hours.”
When you stepped off the Washington rollercoaster and settled in the

snob capital of the universe I had written you off as a lost cause, and it
warmed my heart to discover that Allan had dragged you to your new home
kicking and screaming... that you hadn’t irretrievably gone over to the
“dark side” but had retained your down-to-earth Winnipegger’s clear-eyed
view of the world. 

“In England, if people don’t know you, they
ask, ‘What School did you go to?’ In the United
States they ask, ‘What do you do?’ Toronto peo-
ple ask, ‘Where do you live?’ Sometimes even,
what side of the street do you live on?... Most
Torontonians I met were born in the city and
never left. As the saying goes, there is no one
more self-important than a local celebrity on his
own dung hill.” 

The thing that sealed the deal for me was
when you blasphemed
the sacred cows of The
Church of Can Lit and
the Latter Day Bores.
The “humourless”
Maggy Atwood and
Mike Ondaaje were fair
game because you had
no skin in their game.
“Better make fun of
yourself or me,” coun-
selled your husband,
“but don’t make fun of
anyone who supplies
my income.” So you
kept a list beside your
computer. You may be a
hypocrite, Sondra, but
you’re an honest hyp-

ocrite. You don’t pretend to be something you’re not. What we see is what
we get; a genuine pseudo-intellectual - who drops names like Millet’s
Sower with a Gucci bag. (I know it’s not Gucci, but I’m too lazy to look it
up.) 

The reason your candor is refreshing, rather than offensive, is that you are
as merciless with yourself as you are with others. There aren’t too many
female writers who would reveal the gory details of their sex life (or lack
thereof) for the world to laugh at... and for their husband to cringe at. “I’m
her foil,” you quote him as replying to someone who asked if he wasn’t
offended by your ridicule. 

That says it all about your relationship. Though you married in haste, you
had no cause to repent at leisure. On the contrary, it was bashert - a match
made in heaven! Allan is the Yin to your Yang. (Or is it the over way
around?) You are a perfect fit; concave and convex - George Burns and
Gracie Alan. You took your show on the road and played to sold out
embassies. Then Gracie stole a Moe Howard shtick and the curtain came
down with a thud.

At least for me. I was hoping you would deal with the “Slap Flap” in your
memoir, Sondra, because I wanted to hear your side of the story. Though I
couldn’t imagine what it would be. How could anyone rationalize this type
of behavior, let alone justify it? It was the type of knee-jerk reaction most
people learn to control when they are three years old. Like you, I’m a rather
impulsive person, Sondra, but this impulse was beyond my comprehension
- and will remain a mystery because you have stuck to your guns. “Never
apologize, never explain,” Duke Wayne says in my favorite John Ford
movie, She Wore a Yellow Ribbon; “it’s a sign of weakness.” 

Weak is not an adjective I would ever apply to you, Sondra. You may be
as flighty as a sparrow and stubborn as a mule but you have the courage of
a lioness. 

The record shows you took the blows and did it your way. You commit-
ted the crime and have done your time. So, to quote the great John Prine,
“You forgive me and I’ll forgive you. We’ll forgive each other until we both
turn blue. And we’ll go singing and fishing up in heaven.” 

“What went wrong?” asks the keeper of the Pearly Gates. “Everything,”
says the wife of Ambassador Gotlieb. “The dogs, the houses, the gar-
dens...” 

Which brings me to the one gripe I have about your memoir: the title. It’s
too wordy and com-
pletely forgettable. I
suggest you publish
an updated edition
with one that is far
catchier: Mrs. Gotlieb
Builds Her Dream
Life.
With fondest
regards I remain,
your former car pool
buddy and repentant
admirer,
Bill marantz

Continued from previous page.



“Intersectionality” becomes new form of anti-Semitism

By myRON LOVE 
“Intersectionality” is a relatively new buzzword

used by Left/Progressives that requires that all
self-identified victim groups make common cause
in fighting against “the Man” – the man generally
being white Christian males and, increasingly
Israel and Jews who support Israel. In Jewish
terms , it becomes another form of anti-Semitism,
as Alan Dershowitz pointed out in an opinion
piece in the Washington Examiner on June 30.

Intersectionality, he wrote, is the radical acad-
emic theory, which holds that all forms of social
oppression are inexorably linked. It has become
a code word for anti-American, anti-Western,
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic bigotry.

The way that this “Intersectionality” works is
this: Take a movement such as “Black Lives
Matter”, which believes that American police forces
deliberate kill young black men. So, when Black
Lives Matter stage protests, according to the theory
of “intersectionality”, they also have to include in
their protests every other self-identified victim
group – paying obeisance to GLBT people, femi-
nists, Muslims and, of course, the Palestinians who
are supposedly living under Israeli occupation.

Thus, if you are Jewish and want to be part of
this movement, either you have to be anti-Israel or
you are not wanted. Those of us who are fighting
against anti-Semitism would not be welcome
under the banner of “intersectionality “because
Jews are viewed as “white” (even though we come
in all colours) and therefore enjoy “White
Privilege”. Many supporters of “intersectionality”
believe most Jews are part of the “1%” – in other
words the stereotype that most Jews are rich.

So a “Dyke March” in Chicago recently boot-
ed out several Jewish participants because they
dared to carry Israeli flags. Israel is the only
country in the Middle East where LETTI people
can live openly in freedom and safety and where
Gay Pride parades are a yearly event. Muslim
countries – and this includes LGBT people liv-
ing in Gaza and areas of the West Bank under
Palestinian rule (not Israeli occupation) – ban
homosexuality and frequently put to death peo-
ple who are gay. Gay Palestinians who want to
live their lives openly have to move to Israel.

But, under the banner of “Intersectionality”,
Palestinian national “resistance” to Israel trumps
the rights of LGBT people living under
Palestinian rule. Doesn’t make sense, does it?

Then there is the Jewish Voices for Peace cam-
paign (which I reported on a couple of issues back)
which charges that Israel is behind American
police forces targeting young Black men. (Jewish
conspiracies anybody? Doesn’t that supposedly
give Palestinians and American blacks a common
enemy? Blame the Jews.)

Dershowitz noted that “nowhere has adoption
of this radical paradigm
been more pronounced
than on college cam-
puses where, in the
name of “identity poli-
tics” and “solidarity,”
intersectionality has
forced artificial coali-

tions between causes that have nothing to do
with each other except a hatred for their fellow
students who are “privileged” because they are
white, heterosexual, male and especially
Jewish.”

“The linking of unrelated “victimizations,”
despite their tenuous connections,” he added “is
reflective of a broader trend in hard-left politics,
whereby increasingly, radical activists demand
that the demonization of “Zionists”–often used
as a euphemism for Jews – be included, indeed
featured, in the package of causes that must be
embraced by anyone claiming the label of “pro-
gressive.” Lumping seemingly disparate groups
under the “umbrella of oppression” leads to the
forming of alliances between causes that at best,
have nothing to do with each other, and at worst,
are averse to one another’s stated mission. Their
only common feature is that to join, they must
demonize the nation state of the Jewish people.

Dershowitz cited an interview a few months
back on PBS’s Charlie Rose program. Jonathan
Haidt (social psychologist and Professor of
Ethical Leadership at New York University’s
Stern School of Business) explained intersec-
tionality thusly:

“...There is a good kind of identity politics,
which is, you know, if black people are being
denied rights, let’s fight for their rights, that’s the
good kind. But there is a bad kind, which is to
train students, train young people to say let’s
divide everybody up by their race, gender, other
categories. We’ll assign them moral merit based
on their level of privilege is bad, and victimhood
is good. Okay, now let’s look at everything
through this lens. The Palestinians are the vic-
tims. So therefore, they are the good and the
Jews or the Israelis are the bad... [T]here is one
totalizing perspective. All social problems get
reduced to this simple framework.”

“There is a certain irony of many feminists and
gay-rights activists refusing to condemn the sex-
ism and homophobia in the Arab world,”
Dershowitz noted. “Increasingly, they try and
force other progressives to adopt a worldview in
which they are made to feel that to be a “true
progressive,” one must embrace a wide variety
of so-called hard-left causes, regardless of how
unrelated they may be – as long as they also con-
demn Israel.

“The essence of anti-Semitism is the bigoted
claim that if there is a problem, then Jews must
be its cause.

“Hitler started by blaming Jews for Germany’s
economic downturn. Today, many hard-left
activists explicitly or implicitly blame Jews and
Zionists for many of the evils of the world. All
decent people must join in calling out intersec-
tionality for what it is: a euphemism for anti-
American, anti-Semitic and anti-Israel bigotry.”
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BRYAN M. DAIEN, Denturist

DAIEN IN-HOME
MOBILE DENTURE SERVICE

Providing denture care for
the Simkin Centre

Wishing all my clients and their families a
Happy & Healthy

RROOSSHH HHAASSHHAANNAAHH

204-791-9792

Personal Care
Homes

Hospitals
Homes

"Happy Chanukah
to all my Friends and Patients"

DR. MARTIN S. REINHORN OPTOMETRIST

• Complete Eye Exams

� Spectacles Dispensed

� Contact Lenses Fit

1754 MAIN STREET
SEVEN OAKS

MEDICAL & DENTAL CENTRE
WINNIPEG, MAN. R2V 1Z7 PHONE 339-2061

“Happy Passover
to all my Friends and Patients”

“Happy Shavuot
to all my Friends and Patients”

“Happy Rosh Hashanah
to all my Friends and Patients”

104-1754 MAIN STREET
SEVEN OAKS

MEDICAL & DENTAL CENTRE
WINNIPEG, MAN. R2V 1Z7 PHONE 339-2061

 

Les, Lumena, Michaela,
Jaron, Jason & So�a

wish everyone a 
Happy and Healthy New Year

����		

�����������

���		

���������

������


�������������������������������



JERUSALEM (JTA) —
The neo-Nazi website Daily
Stormer praised Yair
Netanyahu, the son of Israel’s
prime minister, after he posted
an anti-Semitic meme on his
Facebook page.

The image, which in the
post Netanyahu called the
“food chain,” shows a photo
of billionaire Jewish philan-
thropist George Soros holding the world on a fishing line in front of a lizard, which hangs
the alchemy symbol in front of a Shylock-type image, who then holds a U.S. dollar in front
of former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, followed by photos of Israeli critics of his par-
ents.

The Daily Stormer in an article headlined “Netanyahu’s Son Posts Awesome Meme Blaming the
Jews for Bringing Down his Jew Father” called Yair Netanyahu a “total bro.”

The meme has been altered but reportedly was anti-Semitic in origin and came from a right-wing
Facebook page.

Yair Netanyahu’s post came after the announcement Friday by Israel’s Attorney General
Avichai Mandelblit, that his mother, Sara Netanyahu, will be indicted on four counts of fraud
for allegedly diverting some $100,000 in public funds for her family’s personal use. It is not
the first time that his posts on his Facebook page have made him the subject of widespread
criticism.

Last month, in the wake of the white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, he wrote
on social media that American left-wing groups — the anti-fascist Antifa movement and the
Black Lives Matter movement against systemic racism — are more dangerous than neo-
Nazis.

The Israel office of the Anti-Defamation League on Sunday said the meme posted Friday
evening “contains blatantly anti-Semitic elements,” and said dangers in anti-Semitic images
such as that one should not be underestimated.

“Welcome to the club, Yair – absolutely amazing, wow, just wow,” tweeted former Ku Klux
Klan Grand Wizard David Duke.
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How Can We Forgive the Unforgivable? 
By ALANA SuSKIN 

(Rabbis Without Borders via JTA) – The
month of Elul is the season of repentance and
forgiveness that culminates with Rosh
Hashanah, Yom Kippur and Sukkot. 

In the rabbinic imagination, Elul is an acronym
for “Ani L’Dodi V’dodi Li” – “I am my
beloved’s and my beloved is mine.” This verse
from Song of Songs is understood in regards to
this season as reminding us that when we reach
out to God, God in love takes us back. This cul-
minates in the holiday of Sukkot, in which the
fragile hut with the open roof symbolizes the
marital home and the trust in its ability to with-
stand the winds and the rains in the grace of
God’s love. 

But what happens when it doesn’t? 
It’s not a terribly uncommon story these days

to hear of a husband or wife who decides that the
stability of marriage isn’t as exciting as a new
infatuation. Some people are so addicted to those
feelings that they pursue them time and again,
through multiple marriages, and nonstop entan-
glements and drama. 

We like to think of love as that which cures all,
the cause of all happy endings, but for too many
people, love ends in betrayal and brokeness.
Even God, throughout the Torah, suffers from
these feelings – it is not for nothing that the
metaphor most commonly used for Israel turning
away from God is the deepest, most heartrending
one of the marriage betrayed. 

What about when love doesn’t carry the day?
It is well known that Jewish law states that for
wrongs between people, God does not forgive
until forgiveness is asked and received by the
people involved. And in theory, no one wants to
be that person who can’t let go, who refuses the
request for forgiveness. But is it really possible,
or even right to forgive everything? 

The word “elul,” when one adds the letter yud
at the end, becomes “eluli” – “if only, if it
weren’t for.” In the rabbinic imagination, the let-
ters that make up God’s name become an exten-
sion of God, so that adding a yud to elul is sym-

bolically pouring God into the month of Elul. 
If it only weren’t that, we might say, then I

could forgive. Our society loves the prodigal.
Social media are filled with inspirational memes
about forgiveness – that we should forgive, that
it will help us, if not the person who wronged us.
But I’m not entirely sure. Forgiveness doesn’t
necessarily mean the cleaning of the slate, but it
certainly implies that what was done can be
repaired, or at least moved on from – but what if
it can’t? 

This season is replete with people sending
each other messages of trivial apology and for-
giveness – “If I have done you wrong, please
forgive me…” “Of course!” But perhaps some
years we should live in our sin for a while.
Maybe it would be worthwhile to spend longer
saying “If only I hadn’t ...” or insisting that some
wrongs cannot just be glossed over. 

There is much discussion these days of micro-
aggressions and triggers. “Brush it off!” comes
the choir. “Grow up!” “Grow a thicker skin!” 

But perhaps what we really need is a thinner
skin, and more attention to the small things that
do harm, and instead of brushing off, maybe we
should grab them and wave them around a bit.
Maybe those tiny barbs are actually the building
blocks for larger wrongs, the way that they hook
on to those with less power. Maybe the wronged
spouse shouldn’t be so ready to forget and move
on, and maybe we shouldn’t ask them to. 

Maybe eluli really means “If I only could hold
on a minute more, maybe next time things will

be different.” Maybe when we say that “I am my
beloved’s and my beloved is mine,” we should
think of love as an aspect of eternity, that what
we do and say doesn’t disappear, for good or for
bad, but lives on in us, and we shouldn’t be so
ready to let it go. 

(Rabbi Alana Suskin received her rabbinic
ordination and master’s degree in rabbinic stud-
ies from the University of Judaism’s Ziegler
School of Rabbinic Studies.) 

Netanyahu’s son removes anti-Semitic
meme from Facebook following outcry



commercial you
buy a gas station,
you manage to
save money with

the approaches, you save money with the pylon
sign, you save part of the building, you do the leas-
es yourself – without a lawyer. The architecture –
you take a picture of somebody else’s building and
give it to somebody to draw. There were a lot of
lenders, a lot of trust companies in the business at
that time. You could borrow all the money. If you
did all those things yourself you could borrow 100
percent of the money.

“With apartments, that was never the case. There
was a rent-controlled environment. It took a long
time to build before the cash started flowing. 

“I was approached by some of my schoolteachers
in Portage who wanted a new apartment building
and in 1985 I built a 21-suite apartment building on
the lake in Portage. At one time I had 12 former
school teachers living there, spread out throughout
the 21 suites there. 

“They hated me. I don’t know why they asked me
for that…That’s the last time I built an apartment
building. We are doing serious planning now to add
2,000 units in the River Heights area – rental. So, we
have to learn how to get good at it. We’re hoping to
get started next year. 

“Residential is where it’s at. Amazon isn’t allow-
ing people to live in it. The retail’s tough.”

Someone else picked up on that thread, asking
Sandy about the dire situation for shopping centres
in the U.S., and how does that compare with
Canada?

“They’ve got almost five times the retail space (in
the U.S.) per capita than we do. They have a much
higher propensity to consume, which is why they
have ten times the personal storage space to put all
that crap.”

But, as far as the outlook for the Canadian retail
sector goes though, Sandy was no more optimistic
than he was about the U.S. situation. “It’s here
already, “ he commented. “They were waiting for
Target to go broke; it went broke. They’re waiting
for Sears to go broke; their real estate is better than
those other spaces. It doesn’t take much to put a
freeze on to the entire country.

“And, of course, we have much higher construc-
tion costs – much higher than the U.S. Manitoba has
the highest construction costs outside of New York
City – the highest in Canada…because of the taxes,
the fees, and it’s not that competitive. Concrete costs
the same everywhere here.”

Another questioner asked whether Sandy saw any
change as a result of the change in government at the
provincial level?

“It’s horrendous for the construction industry –
civically,” he answered. “Our company has sold – I
don’t know if it’s more than a thousand, but certain-
ly many hundreds of acres of land just outside the
city in the last two years. We sold them to people
who have the ability to put in sewer and water and
roads. As soon as we start to see a department store,
a couple of grocery stores, go outside the city, and of
course housing starts, I think we’ll see a hollowing

out because you can’t
get a building permit
here for love or money.
It takes us a year to
build a shopping strip; it
used to take four
months. 

“Once you build it,
the people can’t get
occupancy permits.
They hire people. We
had a dentist out in
Transcona, had people
hired, equipment in –
couldn’t get an occu-
pancy permit for four
months. It’s not like he
was a carpenter at night
and built himself a den-

tal lab…Certainly business isn’t cool any longer at
the city (level).

“The province is not anti-construction. The legis-
lation and regulations changed every day for 17
years and it never hit the paper because they (the
government) were good advertisers –I assume.

Referring specifically to the change in government
at the provincial level, Sandy noted that “we’ve lost
a couple of important tenants …ten-year leases and
they’re not renewing, but it looks like they’re cutting
costs. I don’t think they (the province) are going to
be harmful to business. I don’t think they’re going to
be layering on the regulations, but I think the
city…it’s tough to open a business and nobody
seems to care. Some of us are lucky – we have assets
from a bygone era.

“We have a Nutrition Plus store over on Taylor. He
couldn’t get an occupancy permit for three months;
had to throw inventory out. At One Evergreen we
did a million dollar renovation. They told us we
couldn’t put the furniture back in. We have to put
concrete benches in. We spent a million dollars on a
lobby – with handicap access, which we didn’t have
to do. They won’t let us put furniture back in for
senior citizens to sit on. That didn’t use to happen –
under any mayor, under any CAO, for the last gen-
eration.

“I don’t know whether it’s going to get any
tougher here; I don’t think it can. But I think you’re
going to see a lot of activity outside the city – and it’s
not going to be because of the ‘Bowman tax’. That’s
just one other nail. If you can’t get a building permit
you can’t get any money.”

Another questioner asked Sandy why, if things are
so difficult here, he’s still here?

“I was on my way to Toronto in 1980,” he said.
“What kept me here is the people. I have my family
here. I still have my uncle, I still have my mother.
She’s non-verbal with dementia. She’s here with my
brother; I see her a couple of times a week.

“One of the things we have here is ‘prairie folk’
and that’s a big asset . Wherever you go,
Winnipeggers find each other. It would probably
have been easier in a bigger city; it would probably
have been more lucrative, but I have a reasonable
life here. I’ve got two dogs. I’ve had 20 hamsters in
the last year.”

The final question asked was: “When did you
decide to become an employer and not an employ-
ee?”

The answer: “When I couldn’t get a job. I worked
in a grocery store with my dad seven days a week
from the time I was three years old, then drove
around evenings on Sundays with my Uncle Jack to
buy cattle, with him smoking a cigar with the win-
dows up because he didn’t want to get a draft.”

But, returning to the question why he didn’t get a
job, Sandy posed this question – which resonated in
particular with many in the audience that evening:
“Who’s going to hire
you? A lot of newcom-
ers who come to
Winnipeg faced the
same thing I
did…’What have you
done?’

“Well, I was a lawyer
there,” someone might
say. 

“ Well, you can’t be a
lawyer here” (any
lawyer from a different
countryr is bound to be
told). “So, I was willing
to certainly start at the
bottom because I didn’t
want to screw up. I did-
n’t want to get any
important jobs. I might
not have done well at it.
Then I would have got
discouraged – I think.
It’s hard to know for
sure.”
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Best wishes for a Happy New Year to all our
customers, relatives and friends
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By CARLA NAumBuRg  
(Kveller via JTA) – I know something about

most Jewish holidays. I can tell you that Hanukkah
is about miracles, Passover is about slavery and
freedom, and Shavuot is about cheesecake. (I have
no idea why, but when it comes to matters of
cheesecake, it is not mine to question.)

The one holiday that has baffled me for years is
Shemini Atzeret. I can’t remember the first time I
became aware of it, and to be honest, I didn’t care
much about it until last year when my older daugh-
ter started attending Jewish day school. 

I understood why we needed two days off for
Rosh Hashanah and to get out of school early on
the day before Yom Kippur. I was even willing to
accept the two days off at the beginning and the end
of Sukkot and Passover. 

But Shemini Atzeret? What exactly is this holi-
day, and why does it merit yet another day off from
school, another day in which I have to scramble for
child care in hopes of getting a little work done
while feeling guilty for not spending the day with
my girls?

I started asking around, and I heard a variety of
fairly uninspiring responses, most of them about
Shemini Atzeret being the eighth day of the seven-
day holiday of Sukkot.

I didn’t buy it. Judaism is all about narratives and
meaning and symbolism. I just couldn’t believe
that we would have a holiday that was nothing
more than an extra day.

A little online research gave me some more infor-
mation about the holiday, all of which was helpful
but not entirely clear. Shemini Atzeret is clearly
connected to Sukkot (“shemini” means “eighth” in
Hebrew), but according to the Talmud, it is also its
own independent holiday. In the Diaspora, a sec-
ond day is added to all Jewish holidays except Yom
Kippur, so Shemini Atzeret coincides with the
eighth day of Sukkot everywhere except Israel. In
Israel, Shemini Atzeret and Simchat Torah fall on
the same day. In the Diaspora, Simchat Torah is
celebrated on the day after Shemini Atzeret.

You follow?
I also learned there are a few ways in which

Shemini Atzeret is different from Sukkot, several
of which are related to the ancient Temple service
and no longer relevant. The other ones have to do
with subtle differences in the liturgy, such as saying
the Shehechiyanu, reciting the prayer for rain for
the first time in the season and saying the Yizkor
prayers. Other than that, there are no specific ritu-
als or objects mentioned other than avoiding work.

And that’s where it gets interesting. Most Jewish
holidays have a fairly clear reason for their exis-
tence (commemoration of a historical event,
redemption, etc.) and a fairly clear set of activities
we’re supposed to engage in to honor the holiday
(eat matzah, light the menorah, etc.). Shemini
Atzeret doesn’t have any of these. What it does
have is a word – “atzeret” –which many people
define as “assembly,” although as Rabbi Paul
Steinberg notes, “The inherent problem is that no
one really knows exactly what atzeret means.” It is
possible it comes from the Hebrew “atzar,” which
has been variously translated as to stop, to pause, to
hold back or to keep in.

The midrash basically says that Shemini Atzeret
is like God’s after-party with the Jewish people.
We’ve just been through the World Series of
Jewish holidays, and we were seriously busy. We
were eating too much, not eating at all, praying our
little tushies off, building our sukkahs and then
welcoming everyone in town to come dine with us.
There are so many messages, so many ideas, so
many lessons and learnings that happen through all
of this – about gratitude and blessings and the
errors of our ways and the joys of redemption and
the transitory nature of life and the importance of
welcoming neighbors, all the while celebrating the
crazy, chaotic, unpredictable beauty of this world
we live in.

Needless to say, it’s a lot.
Shemini Atzeret is the vacation to recover from

the holiday. (If you’ve ever gone on a trip with
kids, you know exactly what I’m talking about.)
But in this case, we’re not doing laundry and shop-
ping for groceries. We’re just taking it all in. The
story is that after we just spent seven days rejoicing
in the beauty of nature during Sukkot (after all,
what’s more welcoming than building a little house
with no door on it?), now God wants one more day
with us, the Jewish people, to just be together. To
just chill and take it all in, to stop, pause, hold back
and keep in.

According to my friend Rabbi Ariel Burger, this
is a day of just being, an opportunity to process
everything that has happened, to integrate what we
have struggled with and learned. I don’t know
about you, but that makes my little social work
heart soar.

It turns out it is just an extra
day after all – just the kind of
extra day that most of us need.

I’m not sure how, or even if,
we’ll honor Shemini Atzeret
this year in my house. It’s true
that my girls don’t have
school, but I’d already
planned to take them to visit
their great-grandmothers in
New York. But I can tell you
this: Shemini Atzeret has
gone from two words that
meant nothing to me to a day
that will forever remind me
that sometimes I do need to
stop doing and just be for
awhile. 

Maybe our family will
enjoy one last meal in the
sukkah under the changing
leaves of fall. That I can defi-
nitely do. (And in case you
were wondering, you can still
eat in your sukkah, but please
don’t shake your lulav and
etrog, and don’t say the
Sukkot blessings. Shemini
Atzeret might get jealous.)

(Carla Naumburg, Ph.D., is
a clinical social worker and
writer. Her writing has
appeared in The New York
Times and The Washington
Post, among many others. She
is the author of two books:
“Parenting in the Present
Moment: How to Stay
Focused on What Really
Matters” [Parallax, 2014]
and “Ready, Set, Breathe:
Practicing Mindfulness with
Your Children for Fewer
Meltdowns and a More
Peaceful Family” [New
Harbinger, 2015].)
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Figuring out what Shemini Atzeret is. Finally.



How the High Holidays Snapped Me Out of My Mom Boredom

By DASEE BERKOWITZ
(Kveller via JTA) – A few nights ago, when I

was cleaning up the kitchen after supper, it
struck me.

I’m really bored as a parent.
I have the efficiency thing down pat. A food

schedule for each night of the week. The ease of
an afternoon spent with our three kids – snack,
followed by craft, followed by dinner, bath,
books, and then bed.

Sure, there are outliers: my 3-year-old who
doesn’t conform to my plans, or the erupting
feud between my eldest and middle child.

“I’m on it” (or in Hebrew, “katan alai” – this is
small stuff), I say to myself, and handle whatev-
er the issue is with aplomb.

But at the end of the day, with a cup of mint tea
in hand, I ask myself, “Is this all there is?”

I joked with my son the other night when he
inquired, “What awesome thing are we planning
to do this afternoon?” I answered, “Nothing spe-
cial.”

His response was, “That’s so boring.” And
then I said to him deadpan, “Let me teach you a
little life lesson, son. Most of life is boring,
except for occasionally when it’s not.”

Was this really me talking? Who have I
become?

Manager mom. That’s who.
It was bound to happen. Nobody can possibly

keep this well-oiled machine called “our fami-
ly’s life” going for eight years without falling
into autopilot. It kind of says it all when you find
yourself at the gas station, and in the quick busi-
ness exchange of the attendant asking for your
credit card, getting it back and checking a text
about the homework for your first-grader, you
think that the gas is already in the car and you
start to drive away. But the yank of the gas noz-
zle, the spurting of gasoline everywhere, and the
aforementioned attendant running frantically
your way yelling “giveret, giveret!” (“madam,
madam!”) becomes strong evidence to the con-
trary.

And for the record, you know you have
achieved manager mom status when you are
called giveret, as opposed to “miss.” Just sayin’.

Thank God the Jewish holidays are upon us
and I can receive an enormous shofar blast in my
ear to knock me out of my middle management
stupor and inject a bit of vitality into me.

Any milestone is an opportunity to take stock.
And the Jewish High Holidays put the idea of
taking stock on steroids.

Renewal. Judgment day. Life held in the bal-
ance. Starting over. The liturgy, rituals and cus-
toms of these days invite the big questions. Who
am I? What and to whom am I responsible? How
can I mend broken relationships? How will I
spend the finite time I have on this earth?

These are the big questions and they are trig-
gered by simple, even childlike metaphors –
God writing our deeds in a book of Life or
Death, a shofar blast that, beyond all of the lay-
ers and layers of prayers uttered on Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur, brings us back to a
primal cry and beckons us to think beyond our
day to day.

But in all honesty, after years of observing
these holidays, I never feel quite ready. And my
cynical side often creeps in and says, “Is any-
thing really going to change? After a couple of
inspiring days, I will probably just go back to
my old habits and old routines.”

There was a moment last year that broke me
out of the manager mom malaise. It happened
for a few minutes right before the start of Yom
Kippur. My husband and I bless our children
every Friday night, but last year he reminded me
to the free flow blessing that parents traditional-

ly say to their children pre-Day of Atonement.
Make it personal; feel free to go off script, he
recommended. I placed my hands on their fresh-
ly shampooed heads and shared with each child
what I hoped and dreamed for them, and a qual-
ity or two that I wanted to work on in myself so
I could be a better parent to each of them. More
patient with one, less distracted with another,
better at following through on plans we agree on
with the third. I took a good two to three minutes
to clear away the part of me cluttered with extra-
neous thoughts, to be present for them (or as pre-
sent as you can be when the 2 1/2-year-old starts
to squirm away).

With all the hours logged in synagogue for
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, it was in that
moment that I felt like I was encountering
Ultimacy. The manager mom who had com-
manded them just a few moments earlier to get
dressed in their new outfits and to put their shoes
on gave way to mortal mom, the one who didn’t
know what the year would bring, who would get
sick or hurt, who would succeed, who would
have good friends. All that this mortal mom
knew for certain was that these relationships in
front of me were real, alive, pulsing, and in need
of my presence and love.

I want to bring that awareness to my experi-
ence of the holidays this year, too. And if I’m
lucky, I’ll be able to promote manager mom to
fully-living-in-the- present-mortal-mom (try fit-
ting that on a name tag). At least for the two to
three minutes that it takes me to bless my chil-
dren. 

(Dasee Berkowitz lives in Jerusalem and
works as an educational consultant, writer and
mom of three kids. She also direct’s Ayeka’s
Becoming a Soulful Parent project. To find out
more about Becoming a Soulful Parent, contact
her at dasee@ayeka.org.il.) 

“Is anything really going to
change? 

After a couple of inspiring days, I
will probably just go back to my

old habits and old routines.”
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Wishing you a Happy New Year.
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How Israel retains its military edge
The Weapon Wizards
How Israel Became a High-Tech 
Military Superpower
yaakov Katz and Amir Bohbot
St. martin’s Press, New york, N.y., 2017, 
288 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

The Weapons Wizards tells the story of how
Israel rose from having no weapons production
capacity at all at the time of its founding in 1948
to becoming one of the world’s great weapons
producers in our day. In 1948 the newly born
state had to beg, borrow and deceive in order to
obtain a few old weapons with which to defend
itself from its many attackers. In 2012 Israel’s
defense companies exported over $7.5 billion
worth of weaponry to all parts of the world. This
is an amazing success story, without which the
State of Israel would have perished many times
over.

The co-authors of The Weapons Wizards,
Yaacov Katz and Amir Bohbot are both veteran
reporters of Israel’s military and defense opera-
tions. Katz is now editor-in-chief of the
Jerusalem Post and Bohbot is the military editor
for the Walla news website. Reading the book,
one sees that they are extremely well connected,
with many quotes from Israel’s senior military
leaders, both past and present.

The book is organized by topic, with chapters
on drones, tanks, satellites, targeted killings and
more. 

The same theme is constantly repeated:
1. Israel is forever at war. 
2. The need for improved ways of waging war

is recognized. 
3. Initiatives are taken, often from a non-hier-

archical direction. 
4. The military and the defense industries work

hand-in-hand on the new technologies. 
5. The new technologies are quickly tested and

refined on the battleground. 
6. Israel jumps one step further ahead of its

enemies.

Take, for instance, the chapter titled “Rocket
Science”. It tells the story of the rockets rained
down on southern Israel by Hamas from the
Gaza Strip early in the first decade of this centu-
ry.

In 2001 four Kassam rockets were fired at
Israel. By 2003 the number was 155; by early
2014 over 12,000 of these rockets had been
fired. Occasionally they killed or injured Israeli
civilians. More frequently they damaged proper-
ty. Their main use though was to sow terror in
the Israeli population that lived within their
range. Adults and children alike lived in a con-
stant state of apprehension, waiting for the sirens
to sound telling them that a Kassam was going to

hit in mere seconds.
Katz and Bohbut then tell us the story of how

Israel’s now-famous Iron Dome anti-short-range
missile defense system came into being. Initially
the development of an anti-missile defense
against short-range rockets was opposed by the
defense establishment. Such a system did not
exist anywhere else in the world.

The idea did not die though, as Brigadier-
General Danny Gold, head of the R&D
Department within the Defense Ministry, was
able to allocate seed money for research in 2004.
A proposal from state-owned Rafael Advanced
Defense Systems came forward in 2005 and was
OK’d by Gold - even without approval of his
superiors. Not only did he OK the development
of Iron Dome, but also its full scale production.

How could Gold do this? Where would the
money come from? Gold put up $6M from his
research budget and asked Rafael to match this.
He also contacted a private venture capitalist and
asked him to put aside $50M to be used on the
project if required.

Work began in earnest, and through several
ups and downs, money was gradually secured
both from the Israeli government and from the
American military aid budget. By 2011, Iron
Dome was operational and shooting down rock-
ets launched from Gaza. During the two wars
with Hamas in 2012 and 2014 Iron Dome shot
down between 85 and 90% of the missiles fired
at Israeli cities, a stunning success rate.

Katz and Bohbut are unabashed boosters
of Israel’s military, its defense industries and
the Israeli way of doing things. The authors
love the way that the IDF works, its lack of
formal structure and democratic nature.
They frequently relate how important initia-
tives originated at the grassroots level,
something that would not have been possible
in the armed forces of other countries.

To quote Shimon Peres. ‘To retain Israel’s
qualitative edge, we need to invest in sol-
diers’ brains, not just their muscles.’ And to
quote Shaul Mofaz, former IDF Chief of
General Staff, ‘[The Weapons Wizards is] an
essential read for anyone trying to under-
stand Israel and its military.’

(The Weapon Wizards is available from the
Winnipeg Public Library)
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By gABE FRIEDmAN
NEW yORK (JTA) – There’s chal-

lah bread, which any carb lover can
tell you is pretty darn tasty.

And then there are next-level twists
on the classic Jewish bread, like a
Pesto and Goat Cheese-Stuffed
Challah or a Banana Bread Chocolate
Chip Challah.

It may sound like the stuff of
dreams, but a new cookbook can help
make some of these delicacies a real-
ity in your very own kitchen.

“Modern Jewish Baker” is a new
cookbook by Shannon Sarna, editor

of the Jewish food blog The Nosher.
(It’s part of our sister site
MyJewishLearning and owned by 70
Faces Media, JTA’s parent company.)
The book features myriad recipes for
Sarna’s inventive takes on traditional
Jewish baked goods, from S’mores
Hamantaschen to Buffalo Blue
Cheese Babka.

Beginning bakers, don’t be
alarmed: The book is a step-by-step
guide, complete with beautiful pho-
tographs, that shows how a few basic
recipes for, say, bagels or rugelach,
can be transformed easily into fun
fusion creations. In addition to “base
recipes,” as she calls them, Sarna pro-
vides instructions on a range of top-
pings and fillings that will have cooks
of all skill levels turning on their
ovens and turning out something spe-
cial.

Sarna spoke with JTA about her Jewish identity, what inspires her and
how she puts the “modern” into “Modern Jewish Baker.”

JTA: When did you first make non-traditional, or what you call
“mixed-up,” Jewish bread? Did it come out the way you thought it
would?

Sarna: The very first time I tried a mashup was around 10 years ago, and
it was a Rosemary Garlic Challah – a little infusion of Italian-
Mediterranean flavors into the classic Jewish bread. From there I tried sun-
dried tomato, Kalamata olive and “everything” flavor, but rosemary garlic
was always my favorite, and other people’s, too. I’ve tried lots of flavors –
including a Spaghetti and Meatballs-Stuffed Challah, which didn’t quite
turn out the way I envisioned – but the first few Mediterranean-inspired
flavors I experimented with were actually quite successful.

Challah is an incredibly forgiving bread that takes well to adding various
sweet and savory flavors, which is really the inspiration for the entire book:
how to take a basic dough and add what appeals to you.

You’re Italian and Jewish, and you’re a champion of recipes that mash
different cultures together. Did the concept of combining culinary tradi-
tions lead you into trying all of these flavors?

I am really proud that The Nosher features recipes from other Jews, like
myself, who are a bit “mashed up” and want to celebrate their identities,
family and heritage through food; those recipes are the ones that get me
most excited and inspire me. But I think what really inspired me to com-
bine culinary traditions was letting go of my fear of failure. Sure, some
things aren’t going to work – but some things will. Who cares? No one can
imagine that every dish they make will be a smashing success.

How long did it take you to perfect the techniques and recipes in your
book?

It depends on the recipe. I started baking with challah, and that’s the first
recipe I really experimented with, so many of the challah recipes have been
years and years in the making. Other recipes, like the bagels, were newer
additions. But it still took me trial after trial to get it right.

What does “modern” mean in the context of your book’s title? Is part
of your goal to reach those with a loose connection to their Jewish iden-
tity, or even non-Jews?
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You can now bake challah like a boss, thanks to this new cookbook
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When you look at my recipes and understand my background, they and I
are far from traditional. Each recipe is rooted in tradition in some way, and
each chapter explains the Jewish significance or origin of the recipe. I think
Jewish food, as we know, is having a moment – thoughtfully crafted deli
sandwiches, gooey babka and Israeli imports like shakshuka, zaatar and
labne now have mass appeal well beyond Jews, and so of course I hope
Jews, and non-Jews, will enjoy both the classic and not so classic Jewish
recipes.

As a child of an interfaith marriage, I always have an eye toward provid-
ing avenues for meaningful engagement that are nonjudgmental and posi-
tive. If someone has an interest or inclination toward exploring their
Jewishness, and babka or bagel baking can be their “gateway drug,” then I
am thrilled.

Do you think old-fashioned Ashkenazi Jewish food has become more
“hip” in the past few years? Take, for example, Frankel’s Deli in
Brooklyn, or Zak the Baker in Miami?

I think the Jewish food renaissance – very much beginning with Jeffrey
Yoskowitz and Liz Alpern’s establishment of The Gefilteria and their sub-
sequent cookbook – has reclaimed Jewish food. In turn, they’ve inspired
others who felt that Jewish food had so much more potential. Kugel could
be made with seasonal ingredients, brisket could be made with grass-fed,
organic beef, and even deli food could be elevated.

The “newish Jewish” delis are spread literally all over the country: DGS
Delicatessen and On Rye in Washington, D.C.; General Muir in Atlanta;
Wexler’s in Los Angeles; Mamaleh’s in Brooklyn. Just this past month,
something new opened in Chicago and Rose Foods opened in Portland,
Maine.

Americans – Jews and non-Jews alike – are hungry for good Jewish food.
And I wouldn’t call it old-fashioned; I would call it classic.

Do any recipes in the book stand out as especially easy (or easier) for a
total beginner to try?

I think pita bread is even easier than challah: It has a shorter rise time and
it bakes up in literally three minutes or less. It’s also incredibly good – you
can find a good challah in many places in the U.S., but it’s pretty rare to
find really good, fluffy pita bread.

What’s your favorite recipe in the book?
The Spicy Pizza Rugelach. That’s partly because it was one of those rare

recipes that came out exactly the way I envisioned it in my head. And par-
tially because I feel like it embodies my character: a spicy, delicious half-
Italian, half-Jewish treat.

(The following recipe is reprinted with permission from “Modern Jewish
Baker: Challah Babka Bagels and More,” Countryman Press.)

SPICy PIZZA RugELACH 

The first thing that will strike you about this spicy pizza rugelach is the
beautiful color. And then when you set your teeth into them, it’s like tak-
ing that first bite of a great New York slice topped with a sprinkle of red
pepper flakes.

Yield: 2 1/2 dozen pastries
Ingredients:
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, at room temperature
8 ounces full-fat cream cheese, at room temperature
2 tablespoons sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons tomato paste
2 cups plus 3 tablespoons unbleached all-purpose flour
1/2 to 3/4 cup marinara or pizza sauce
1/2 cup shredded mozzarella1 egg, beaten (for glaze)
1 teaspoon dried basil
1 teaspoon dried oregano
1/4 teaspoon red pepper flakes
Instructions:

In a stand mixer fitted with a paddle attachment, beat the butter and

cream cheese until smooth. Scrape down sides of bowl. Add the sugar, salt
and tomato paste, and beat until combined. You can also do this by hand.

Add the flour and mix just until dough comes together. Divide the dough
into 4 pieces. Wrap in plastic wrap and place in the fridge for 1 to 2 hours,
or up to 24 hours.

Preheat oven to 375 F.
Roll each piece of dough into a large circle. Using an 8- or 9-inch round,

cut dough into a perfect circle. I recommend using a pizza cutter for this
task. See pages 164-165 for shaping.

Spread each circle of dough with 2 to 3 tablespoons of marinara sauce in
a thin layer, leaving 1/4-
inch border all around.
Sprinkle each circle
with 2 tablespoons of
shredded mozzarella
and press gently into
sauce.

Using the pizza cutter,
cut the dough into 8
even triangles. Starting
at the longer end, roll up
each triangle.

Place the point side
down on a baking sheet
lined with parchment
paper or silicone baking
mat.

Brush each rugelach
with beaten egg and
sprinkle with dried
basil, dried oregano and
red pepper flakes.

Bake for 16 to 18 min-
utes, until golden. Allow
to cool on wire rack.
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