
By BERNIE BELLAN
The shocking news that

Jerry Maslowsky had passed
away was flashed across
television screens during the
Blue Bomber game versus
Saskatchewan on Sunday,
September 4. “Jerry?” I
thought. “I didn’t know he
was sick.”

Neither, apparently, did a
great many other people. 

As is the case so often
these days, it’s through
social media that we glean
information. It wasn’t long
before it was explained that
only a week before had Malsowsky been diag-
nosed with an extremely aggressive form of
cancer. Apparently he had begun complaining
of back pain in May of this year, but it wasn’t
until August 24 that the diagnosis of cancer
was given to him. In fact, he died the morning
of September 4, shortly before the game.

Whatever may have transpired, the sad truth
is that, as we were soon to find out, Jerry
Maslowsky had touched the hearts of thou-
sands of people over the years. But, for anyone
who grew up within the Jewish community,
Jerry’s celebrity status was probably perceived
quite differently than it was in the non-Jewish
community.

A perusal of our archives reveals that Jerry,
often together with his sister Debbie, was a
source of joy for so many of us who had a
chance to watch him perform - whether it was
as a singer, a dancer (in Chai), or as a master
of ceremonies - but always as someone with a
huge smile on his face.

I first got to know Jerry when I became
involved with this newspaper, back in 1984. At
the time Jerry had recently moved on from his

role as advertising manag-
er for The Jewish Post,
which was his very first
full-time job. He began
working for the paper
when he was in his early
20s, but looking back at
issues of The Jewish Post
from well before the time
Jerry was associated with
the paper as an employee,
it is possible to find
numerous references to
his appearing in variety
shows, entertaining at

women’s events - quite
simply, becoming an inte-

gral part of the community. A 1973 notice in
the paper advertising performers at the upcom-
ing Shalom Square lists Jerry as one of the
singers when he would have been 16.

As I perused our archives I found so many
different references to Jerry Maslowsky enter-
taining at one venue or another that I realized
his own career was fully intertwined with the
Jewish community for over 45 years.

One ad that would run regularly in the paper
was for a group known as the “Special Blend
Band”. Among the members of that band was
accordionist Michael Ryczak, someone who
would continue to accompany Jerry for
decades. 

In recent years I had the pleasure of seeing
Jerry perform on numerous occasions, includ-
ing most recently the Jewish Foundation’s
Book of Life event in 2011 (together with
Debbie); the Chai reunion concert in the sum-
mer of 2014 (when Jerry regaled the audience
with his slapstick dance performance); at the
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The Jewish National Fund held its fourth Breakfast for Israel
Sunday, August 28 at Camp Massad. Story and pictures on page 16.

Yude Henteleff addresses the crowd gathered to witness the opening
of the new Henteleff Park  Interpretive Centre, Saturday, August 27.
Story on page 19.

JERRY MASLOWSKY

Continued on page 20.
See “Jerry Maslowsky”.

Local businessman Jordan Farber
appointed to B’nai Brith National Board
B’nai Brith Canada is very pleased to wel-

come Jordan Farber as the newest member of
B’nai Brith Canada’s National Board.

Farber is the director of banking at Qualico,
one of the largest real estate developers in
Western Canada.

“We are excited about Jordan working with us
on both a national and local level,” said Michael
Mostyn, Chief Executive Officer of B’nai Brith.
“We look forward to Jordan participating in our
national leadership, which we know means
excellent results and great progress.”   Farber has actively participated and
assisted in the Winnipeg B’nai Brith “Students on Campus” program. 

A very active member of the Winnipeg community over the years, Farber
has volunteered with many different organizations, including: Winnipeg
Harvest, United Way, RaY Inc., Siloam Mission, University of Manitoba,
Red River College and a number of inner city schools.  Farber also sits on
the Homelessness Committee for Downtown Winnipeg Biz and was one of
the founders of the Future Leaders of Manitoba, an organization that rec-
ognizes Manitoba’s best young talent. He was recently appointed a found-
ing board member of the Main Street Project Foundation, a not for profit
organization that helps Winnipeg’s most vulnerable residents.  

“I have always been passionate about human rights issues and B’nai
Brith is at the forefront of human rights advocacy,” said Farber.  “I am hon-
oured to be a part of this organization and really looking forward to work-
ing with Michael and his team.” 

Upcoming B’nai Brith activities include its Human Rights Gala, which
will honour music legend David Foster at the Mattamy Centre November
10,  2016 in Toronto. 

JORDAN FARBER

Two major events held weekend of Aug. 27-28 

World-famous violinist Josh Bell
proud of his Jewish roots 

...............page 10
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“The Three
Mohels” (not a new
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Going back in time – Saul Cherniack  reminisces about his formative years on
St. Johns Avenue and talks about his sister, Mindel Cherniack Sheps

By BERNIE BELLAN 
Saul Cherniack has had a mar-

velous life. Born into a family where
both his parents were among
Winnipeg’s leading Yiddishists and
leaders of the Jewish community,
Cherniack actually spent 73 years
living in the house at 333 St. Johns
Avenue (from 1929-2002) where his
parents, Joseph (a.k.a. J.A.) and
Fanny  lived, and where his two sons
(Lawrie and Howard) were also
raised. 

Recently I had the opportunity to
interview Cherniack at the home that
he now shares with Myra Wolch,
who was one of his late wife Sybil’s
best friends. Cherniack, now 99, is
still able to get around, although he
admits that just recently he’s taken to
using a walker for the first time. Still,
after our interview he took me
downstairs to his office – immacu-
lately organized, where he showed
me photos of his late sister, Mindel
Cherniack Sheps, along with other
family photos that line the walls and
shelves.

How this interview came about in the first place is an interesting story. Back
in our July 6 issue we ran a story about the upcoming  Jewish Heritage Centre
Cooperstock-Switzer lecture. (See story on opposite page by Martin Zeilig.)
With that story we ran a picture of a group of actors who were part of what
was called “The New Theatre”. Among those in the picture were Mindel
Cherniack Sheps, her husband, Cecil Sheps, and apparently, unbeknownst to
us, Saul Cherniack himself. The problem was that we misidentified Mindel
and Cecil in the photo. (The faces were really quite small and no one at the

Jewish Heritage Centre, which had
sent us the photo, knew for certain
which ones were Mindel and Cecil.)

Later that week, I had a call from
Saul Cherniack, pointing out that we
had misidentified his sister and her
husband. “If you want to come over
to our house,” he added, “I’ll show
you where they are in the photo.”

I didn’t take Cherniack up on his
offer for quite some time. But, since
the lecture is to take place September
18, I thought it was time that I did go
over to the house where Cherniack
now lives with Myra Wolch – after
finally leaving his former St. Johns

Avenue home.  As we sat down at Wolch’s dining room table, I said to
Cherniack that I wanted to get an idea what it was like for him and his sister
growing up in the Cherniack household.

Cherniack’s parents actually had four children, he explained to me; howev-
er, only Mindel and Saul survived childhood.  Mindel was three years older
than Saul and, as Cherniack went on to describe: a brilliant student. 

Joseph Cherniack’s father actually came to Winnipeg in 1903. By 1905, he
had enough money accumulated to be able to send for his wife and children,
who were still living in a town known as Choslovich in the area of Eastern
Europe that was known as the Pale of Settlement.  (Myra noted that Florence
Vickar’s family came from the same town.)

Joseph Cherniack didn’t speak a word of English when he came over to
Canada,  added Wolch - who has known the Cherniack family since she, her-
self, moved to Winnipeg in 1950 from her native Regina. Eventually though,
J. A. (or “Alter”, as he was affectionately known) became a pillar of the com-
munity – both the Jewish community and the community at large. His English
proficiency was evidenced by his being able to play “one hell of a mean game
of scrabble,” Wolch commented.

“We used to have an archway over our house with a picture of four men, and
I asked my father who they were?” Cherniack said.

“They’re my teachers,” Joseph Cherniack answered. “Later I learned that
they were Dickens and Ruskin (and two others whom he doesn’t mention)
“…the greats of English literature.”

Yet, it was the love of Yiddish that dominated the Cherniack household.
Joseph and Fanny Cherniack, along with the family of the late Saul Miller,
Cherniack explained, “helped found the Peretz Shul, in 1914.”

Saul and Mindel  were first raised in a house on College Avenue. When Saul
was 12 and Mindel 15, the family moved into the house on St. Johns Avenue.
“My parents built the house. When we (Saul and his late wife, Sybil, née Zeal)
married, we moved in there (as well),” Cherniack said.

Of course, knowing that both Saul and Mindel were eventually to have
exceptionally successful careers in their chosen professions, he as a lawyer,
later a politician, and she as a doctor, later an academic, one can only deduce
that both Saul and Mindel were gifted students. Still, I was curious to know
whether there were any stories Saul might be able to relate that might show
another side to growing up in the Cherniack household that might surprise
readers.

I asked Saul Cherniack whether he could recall any instances where either
he or his sister got into trouble. The reason that I was asking him, I told him,
was that I had just read a fascinating article in Time Magazine describing the
similarities in the upbringing of children in nine different families in the
United States who turned out to be extremely talented later in life. What their
parents all had in common, it turned out, was a healthy disregard for strict dis-
cipline. Instead, the children were encouraged to explore, often wander off on
their own. In fact, raucous behaviour was the norm. So – I wondered, what
was it like for Saul and Mindel growing up in the Cherniack household?

“My mother never laid a hand on me – or Mindel,”  Cherniack said – except
once. He went  on to tell some stories from his childhood about the very few
times he actually got into trouble with his parents, starting with this one: “Jack
Sheps, who was Cecil’s younger brother, used to come from Machray East,
where they lived, and he’d pick me up on St. Johns and we’d go to an evening
class at the Peretz Shul together.” (The Peretz Shul at that time was on
Aberdeen and Salter, Saul explained.)

“Instead of going to the Peretz Shul, we went to the College Theatre. I
charged Jack 10¢ (for his pass),” he wryly added.

“How did you get the passes?” I asked him.
“In my class at Machray School we founded a newspaper just for the class.

We convinced the College to give us an advertisement.” (Cherniack said he
was about 10 or 11 at the time.)

“So, we went together. When we got home Jack’s mother forced him to tell
her where we were. His mother was a tough lady. He came home late…she
forced him to tell her. And she phoned my mother and told her. My mother –
I remember vividly – my mother hung up the phone. My mother phoned
somewhere – I don’t remember where; it was going to be some kind of cele-
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Mindel Cherniack Sheps was a Winnipeg-born
and educated physician and political activist,
who was recruited by Tommy Douglas to work
with the CCF government elected to power in
Saskatchewan in 1944.

She served as the secretary of one of the most
significant government commissions in the his-
tory of Canadian medicare: the Health Services

Survey Commission, also known as the Sigerist Commission after its chair,
Henry Sigerist, a historian of medicine and health policy who was a well-
known advocate of socialized medicine in the United States, notes Esyllt
Jones, Professor, Department of History St John’s College, University of
Manitoba, who has been working on a study of the movement for social-
ized medicine in 1930s and 40s Canada.

Dr. Jones will be giving a lecture entitled Mindel Cherniack Sheps and
the Founding of Medicare in Canada at the 2016 Switzer Cooperstock
Lecture Series on Sunday, September 18 at 2:00 pm in the Multipurpose
Room, Asper JCC. The event is sponsored by the Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada Inc.

“Mindel’s contribution to the Commission, and to the Douglas’s govern-
ment’s attempts to implement its recommendations, has been largely invis-
ible in the history of medicare,” Dr. Jones wrote in an email interview with
The Jewish Post & News.

“She worked for Douglas for two intense and productive years, although
the model for fully socialized care she and others advocated struggled
against the opposition of the province’s medical association, and the scarci-
ty of resources. Mindel worked to lay the groundwork for a taxpayer fund-
ed, universal system of health care. She worked extensively with rural
communities, attempting to solve what remains one of the thorniest issues
facing health planners: how to ensure that rural people enjoy equitable
access to health care?”

Sheps-Cherniack was recruited to Saskatchewan because of her previous
involvement in the Manitoba and national
CCF, she said.

“She helped develop the CCF’s provincial
and national health platforms, and had been
elected a school trustee for north end
Winnipeg,” Jones continued. “School board
issues were hotly debated in the 1940s. She
and fellow trustee Joe Zuken, for example,
made the papers for advocating an end to
religious (Christian) instruction in public
schools, or on public school grounds. She
was both applauded (by women’s advo-
cates) and pilloried (by male opponents) for
advocating equal pay for female teachers
relative to their male counterparts.”

She called Sheps-Cherniack an “outspo-
ken and intensely intelligent” political
heavy weight.

“Because I am a Winnipeg historian, and
her name was Cherniack, I started to explore
more deeply her connections to the Jewish
left,” Dr. Jones, who received her PhD in
History from the U of M in 2003, said. “Her
story, and its absence in the historical
record, is a compelling one. Her trajectory –
a Jewish woman who earned a medical
degree despite sexism and anti-Semitism at
the University of Manitoba, who again tran-
scended barriers to become a senior political
advisor to Douglas – was exceptional.

“She also represents for me a path not
taken in the history of medicare, a failure to
achieve a truly socialized system. As advo-
cates knew and understood then, publicly
financed health insurance is not the same as
socialized care. Mindel and her husband,
Cecil Sheps, believed in a fully socialized
system of health and social services; their
goal was to eliminate health inequalities
created by social class, for example. Their
passion comes through in the record.”

She observed that one of Sheps
Cherniack’s closest Saskatchewan friends,

Barbara Cadbury, said when
Mindel died relatively young, that
“the Saskatchewan project was never the same” when she and Cecil left
Regina.

“Thus, she made an enormous impression on people,” said Dr. Jones, the
author of, among other books and publications, Imagining Winnipeg:
History Through the Photographs of L.B. Foote (Winnipeg: University of
Manitoba Press, 2012), and the editor, along with Magda Fahrni, of
Epidemic Encounters: New Perspectives on the Influenza Pandemic in
Canada, 1918-1920 (Vancouver: University of British Columbia Press,
2012). 

“Caught up in the tense political struggle between the movement for
socialized health care and the professional demands of organized medicine,
the Sheps were ‘sacrificed’ for the sake of peace with the province’s physi-
cians.”

Prof. Esyllt Jones on Mindel Cherniack Sheps
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Different events that occurred in the past few
weeks have come together in my mind to illus-
trate how rapidly the Jewish community in
Winnipeg – and probably just about everywhere
else in the world is changing.

First, we had the announcement from the
Shaarey Zedek Synagogue that Matthew Leibl
was going to be leaving his position as a radio
sports announcer to begin studies toward becom-

ing a rabbi. (And yes, I’m well aware that Cantor Anibal Maas is also
beginning that same program of study, but for someone whose occupation
is already so deeply associated with the synagogue, Cantor Maas’s move
would hardly be considered as novel a move as Matthew Leibl’s.)

Then, we heard the shocking news that Jerry Maslowsky had died – only
a very short time after he had been diagnosed with cancer. Like Leibl – and
Maas too, to a certain extent Maslowsky’s name was synonymous – at least
within the Jewish community, with singing. But, it wasn’t just singing that
Maslowsky did, it was all forms of entertainment, including dancing (when
he was a featured performer at the Hollow Mug back in the day, later with
the Chai Folk Ensemble); acting – again, in musical theatre productions
beginning with his days at Jefferson Junior High; and m.c.ing, which he did
on numerous occasions throughout his life. (One might also add choreo-
graphing, which is something I learned he did when I attended the celebra-
tion of life held in his honour on Thursday, September 8, at the Convention
Centre.)

By the way, not to digress, but this idea of holding a “celebration of life”
for someone who is Jewish is bound to become increasingly popular as
time goes on. I realize that more traditional Jews might chafe at the notion
of incorporating yet another non-Jewish ritual into a life cycle event; how-
ever, with the high incidence of intermarriage within our community, it
would be unrealistic to think that surviving non-Jewish spouses will be
content with having a Jewish funeral alone for spouses who have passed
on, if there is even a traditional Jewish funeral at all. I rather think that
holding a celebration of life some time after someone has passed, when
organizers of the event can gather together various strands of someone’s
life in a cohesive and thoughtful manner – through speeches, music, pic-
tures, and video clips, is a beautiful way to say good bye to someone.  

To return to my original thought - the common thread that links Matthew
Leibl’s decision to become a rabbi and Jerry Maslowsky’s continual role as
an entertainer at Jewish events is the word “entertainment” Even  as I read
the advertisements for the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue in this paper for the
High Holidays, I was struck by how much the services at that synagogue
are depicted in a manner that can be fairly described as entertainment:
shorter services, keyboard accompaniment, introduction of new prayer
books with new melodies for traditional prayers. There’s nothing new in
what the Shaarey Zedek is doing – it’s just a continuation of a trend that
began years ago in the United States as synagogues there sought to become
more “relevant”. Heck, if I had to go back through our archives and see the
number of stories we’ve had sent to us by our wire service, the Jewish

Telegraphic Agency,
describing yet another
innovation within syna-
gogue services – all
meant either to attract
younger members or
just retain older mem-
bers who had grown
bored with traditional
services, I’m sure I
could fill a 300-page
book with stories of
that sort.

At the same time
though, what Jerry
Maslowsky was able to
do, more often than not
with his also supremely
talented sister, Debbie,
was provide audiences
here with a heavy dose
of schmaltzy nostalgia
that created a link for
so many members of
those audiences to a
bygone era – an era
filled with Yiddish
music, and with listen-
ing to the Yiddish radio
program on Sundays in
parents’ or grandpar-
ents’ homes. What
Jerry and Debbie did,

therefore, was create an artificial environment for Jews, even if for just a
short time, that made them remember moments in their youths.

But, as those members of the older generation who so reveled in the type
of nostalgia that Jerry and Debbie were so successfully able to conjure up
pass on, it’s not likely that members of our Jewish community who are tak-
ing the places of the older generation will want to continue maintaining
those traditional forms of entertainment, just as, by and large, younger Jews
are no longer interested in traditional synagogue practices.

This leads me to the other observation that dawned upon me when I
attended Jerry Maslowsky’s celebration of life: his immersion in the world
of sports - just as Matthew Leibl had also been immersed in that same
world. I doubt that there is any other aspect of society in which Jews can
so feel completely part of mainstream society as sports. 

I was struck by how, at Maslowsky’s celebration of life, one speaker after
another – save for two, did not mention even once that Jerry was Jewish.
The only two to mention Jerry’s having been Jewish were his life-long
friend Dr. Harvey Chochinov, and his sister Debbie. I don’t regard it as an
oversight that none of the other speakers even referred to that fact; it sim-
ply did not enter into the equation for them in describing how they felt
about Jerry. 

Yet, for me, Jerry’s identity was inextricably linked to his being Jewish,
as every occasion that I had the chance to see him was a Jewish event. It
just goes to show how easy it is now for someone to have one foot in soci-
ety at large – where that person’s identity is not linked to his or her reli-
gious or ethnic background, and another foot in that very background.

For Jewish men especially, therefore, it’s the world of sports that has
proved to be such an able surrogate for the kinds of experiences that previ-
ously either interest in the synagogue or perhaps Israel used to provide. I
realize that I’m hardly making a profound observation when I say this.
Reams have been written about how sports has filled the void left by the
decline of religion for the masses.

Yet, as I listened to speaker after speaker at Maslowsky’s celebration of
life describe what they regarded as his essence: his love for the Blue
Bombers, his love for family, his love for entertaining, his love for doing
things for other people – I thought to myself: Years back all those things
would probably have been said about so many other individuals, but either
instead of love for the Blue Bombers, or perhaps in addition to that, we
would have heard love for the Jewish community, love for synagogue, or
love for Israel.

Jerry and I were close in age; I was a few years older. Yet we both grew
up in similar circumstances, so I could easily relate to his love for the Blue
Bombers. As for Matthew Leibl, he’s well known as a baseball nut – some-
thing I find a little harder to understand, as it seems harder to me to devel-
op a fanaticism about a sport where you don’t have a major league team
playing in your home town.

But, as the sports writer Scott Taylor (who, at one time, wrote for this
paper until he decided he’d had enough of me picking on then-mayor Sam
Katz) once observed about sports: “Where else can you care so much about
something that matters so little?”

This leads me to a further observation: If sports has supplanted religion
as the primary area of interest for so many Jews (and, in fact, has become
the new religion), where does that leave caring about Israel in terms of pri-
orities for modern Jews?

I’ve written before about the Pew survey of American Jews a few years
back, which showed that interest in Israel occupied a much lower priority
for American Jews than used to be the case. My friend Martin Zeilig sent
me a fascinating piece written by Uri Avnery about how Israel itself is
deeply divided between primarily secular Ashkenazie Jews who are quite
sympathetic to the notion of a Palestinian state, and primarily traditional
Sephardic Jews who don’t want even to consider the idea of a Palestinian
state. Avnery goes on to predict what he calls a coming “civil war” between
the two sides, although I think he overstates the case.

Surveys of young North American Jews, however, have tended to show
that, not only are they not interested in synagogue, they have a much
greater sympathy for Palestinians than their parents. All too often Jews who
are critical of Israel’s behaviour toward the Palestinians are dismissed as
“self-hating Jews”. Yet, just as younger generations of Jews – if they even
identify as Jews in the first place - which is often doubtful, see themselves
as part of a larger society in which ethnic and religious identity is subsumed
by a larger identity as “Canadians” or “Americans”, don’t have the same
interest in Israel as older generations had, we should be careful not to dis-
miss their criticisms of Israel out of hand.

To bring it all home – it’s quite clear that the Jewish community, both in
Winnipeg and worldwide, has changed radically over the years. Jewish tra-
ditions have been supplanted by new, secular traditions – and that trend is
bound to continue; sports has served as an able substitute for traditional
religion; and Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians does not bode well either
for the future of that county or the future of Jewish identity among younger
generations. We can chafe at what’s been happening or we can learn sim-
ply to accept it as the new reality. But, in all cases, we should be willing to
accept these changes as essential to understanding what is happening with-
out burying our heads in the sand.
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Comment

LETTERS

Re. Winnipeg Mennonite couple campaigning
for partial Israel boycott, JP&N Aug. 31

Myron Love is critical of the Rempel-Burkholder’s campaign to encour-
age the non-violent Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions campaign (BDS)
within the Mennonite community. Mr. Love may not be aware that the
Mennonite community has been quietly supporting economic development
within the occupied Palestinian territories for decades. Their work has
often involved assisting worker cooperatives and small businesses. Now
even the seemingly unending patience of the Mennonites, long active in
Palestine, has been tested and they are considering participating in the boy-
cott of goods produced in the illegally occupied territories. This is a natur-
al outcome for a non-violent Christian community frustrated with the
Apartheid regime that is the Israeli state. Palestinians want to be indepen-
dent in their economic life as well as their political life and the BDS cam-
paign has put so much pressure on the regime that Netanyahu has called
BDS the most serious “existential” threat that Israel faces. Myron Love
justifies the separation wall, house destructions, checkpoints, night raids,
and illegal settlements by implying that all Palestinians are terrorists.
Here’s some statistics gathered by B’Tselem, the Israeli human rights orga-
nization. Looks to me like the Israeli state is the one doing most of the ter-
rorizing.

Since September 29, 2000:
134 Israeli children have been killed by Palestinians and 2,136

Palestinian children have been killed by Israelis.
1,204 Israelis and at least 9,419 Palestinians have been killed.
11,707 Israelis and 91,280 Palestinians have been injured.
The Israeli unemployment rate is 5.6%, while the Palestinian unemploy-

ment in the West Bank is 17.7% and 44% in Gaza.
Israel has 261 Jewish-only settlements and ‘outposts’ built on confiscat-

ed Palestinian land. Palestinians do not have any settlements on Israeli land

In addition:
0 Israelis are being held prisoner by Palestinians, while 7,000

Palestinians are currently imprisoned by Israel.
0 Israeli homes have been demolished by Palestinians and at least 48,488

Palestinian homes have been demolished by Israel since 1967.
During Fiscal Year 2016, the U.S. is providing Israel with at least $10.2

million per day in military aid and $0 in military aid to the Palestinians
Israel has been targeted by at least 77 UN resolutions and the Palestinians

have been targeted by 1.

It’s time for progressive Jews here in Winnipeg to look at the real facts
and the reasons that groups like the Mennonite churches, the United
Church, and Jewish groups like Independent Jewish Voices and Jewish
Voice for Peace are supporting BDS as a non-violent tactic to force the
intransigent Israeli government to comply with international human rights
agreements and norms. A city that is the home of the Canadian Museum for
Human Rights should be ashamed of Israeli apologists like Myron Love.
David Weller
Winnipeg

Subject: Winnipeg Mennonite couple 
comment by Myron Love

How nice it must be for Myron Love to live safely ensconced in the cult
of Israel-can-do-no-wrong. How difficult it must be for Myron to live with
the burden of being the sole arbiter of what is the truth regarding Israel
/Palestine.

In his August 31st “comment” regarding the campaign of Byron and
Melita Rempel Burkholder, Myron condescendingly dismisses the Rempel
Burkholders because they “may not understand the complexity of the situ-
ation” that is Israel/Palestine, or more to the point, they may not understand
the complexity of the situation according to Myron Love. Myron and the
pro-Zionists of his kind simply cannot fathom that even if people fully
understand the plethora of human rights abuses taking place around the
world, that people may still be “more concerned about a separation barrier
and some checkpoints”. That people may talk with Israelis and Palestinians
and read multiple opinions on the state of affairs in Israel/Palestine written
from both sides by both parties and still believe that Israel’s ongoing occu-
pation (no need for quotation marks) of Palestinians is illegal, as defined
by the United Nations, and that Israel is a legitimate target for an interna-
tional boycott campaign. 

I will agree with Myron that the death of close to 1,000 Israelis between
2000 - 2003 is sad and unfortunate but that number is nowhere near the sad
and unfortunate fact that nearly 2,250 Palestinians, including 551 children,
were killed by the Israeli army in July/August of 2014, in the 51 day offen-
sive named Protective Edge.
Sincerely, Harold Shuster
Winnipeg

Purdue University law professor
places full legal blame on Hamas
for Palestinian civilian casualties

By MYRON LOVE
The famed 19th century American author Mark Twain once wrote that “a

lie can travel halfway around the world while the truth is putting on its
shoes”.

Similarly, Winston Churchill was quoted as saying that “a lie gets
halfway around the world before the truth has a chance to get its pants on”.

And we know that lies repeated often enough become truth for people
who are ignorant of the facts or who, for ideological reasons, really want
to believe the lie. That doesn’t make the lies true though.

When it comes to Israel and the Palestinians, to paraphrase Benjamin
Disraeli, there are lies, damn lies and international law. If you listen to
Israel’s critics, virtually every action Israel takes is a violation of “inter-
national law”. It would seem that “international law” is only trotted out
where Israel is involved.

In point of fact, those who claim that Israel is in violation of “interna-
tional law” are either lying or don’t know a whit about “international
law” and are simply repeating what someone else has said.

Louis René Beres is Emeritus Professor of International Law at Purdue
University. Commenting in a recent opinion piece on the Gatestone
Institute website, Beres points out that where Gaza is concerned, the
Hamas Government in Gaza is the party that is in violation of interna-
tional law, not Israel.

Beres points out that when Israel responds to rocket fire from Gaza,
Israel is widely accused of excessive force and a disproportionate
response. “Any such blame, however, has no basis in law,” he notes.
“Regarding “proportionality,” the actual legal requirement of proportion-
ality contained in international humanitarian law (the law of armed con-
flict) has nothing to do with how many unfortunate deaths there might be
on either side. Proportionality has nothing to do with each side incurring
an equivalent number of deaths.”

Beres goes on to quote Luis Moreno-Ocampo, Chief Prosecutor at the
International Criminal Court, who investigated allegations of war crimes
during the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and in 2006 published an open letter
containing his findings. Included was this section on proportionality:

“Under international humanitarian law and the Rome Statute, the death
of civilians during an armed conflict, no matter how grave and regret-
table, does not in itself constitute a war crime. International humanitari-
an law and the Rome Statute permit belligerents to carry out proportion-
ate attacks against military objectives, even when it is known that some
civilian deaths or injuries will occur.

“A crime occurs if there is an intentional attack directed against civil-
ians or an attack is launched on a military objective in the knowledge that
the incidental civilian injuries would be clearly excessive in relation to
the anticipated military advantage.”

“Under no circumstances,” Beres points out, “at least documented
ones, have Israeli retaliations been guilty of any such excess. Together
with assorted Israel Air Force (IAF) units, special IDF counterterrorism
and commando elements meticulously identify and target only terrorist
leaders. Always, Israel seeks to minimize any collateral damage. Still,
such harm cannot always be avoided even by the IDF, which follows its
“Purity of Arms” code

From a new online subscriber
Bernie-
Just reading this issue..loving the paper !
Bravo on your editorial !!!
You may or may not be aware of my long (55 years or so) connection to

the Western Jewish News when Dave Corne married my mother and every-
one in the family came to work there at one time or another.

Good memories.
Keep up the  good work !

Irv Tessler
(California)

Ma’ayan Rypp is daughter of Howard Rypp
Hi Bernie,
Thank-you so much for printing Lauren Chochinov’s article about the

Wolodarsky Family Cribbage Tournament. It was a very successful event.
I am writing to correct an oversight in the article. When Lauren writes

about Israeli filmmaker Ma’ayan Rypp creating a documentary film about
the event, it is worth pointing out that Ma’ayan is the daughter of Howard
Rypp, and the granddaughter of Morley and the late Shirley Rypp.

Thanks so much,
Robyn Rypp

Continued on page 9. See “Comment”.



Trio of local Jewish authors add to bodies of work

With the launch of
her eighth book,
“Another Me”, on
Monday, September
19, at 7:00 P.M. at
McNally Robinson
Booksellers, local young adult author Eva Wiseman is once again dig-
ging into Jewish history – and this time, she is going farther back than
ever before.

Wiseman’s first four books were focused on the Hungarian Jewish
experience during and after the Holocaust which formed part of her
own family history. Her fifth book, “Puppet” - a novel based on a 19th cen-
tury blood libel trial, was also based in Hungary.

For book number 6, “The Last Song”, she left Hungary behind and trav-
elled back to Spain at the time of the expulsion (in 1492, the Spanish
Kingdom expelled all Jews from Spain except for those who were willing
to convert to Christianity). 

Her last book (before “Another Me”), “The World Outside”, is set in
modern times among the Lubavitch community in Crown Heights in the
1990s around the time of the Crown Heights riots.

What sets “Another Me” apart from her previous works is the time and
place – mid-14th century Strasbourg (northeastern France) at the time of the
bubonic plague, a forbidden romantic relationship between a Jewish
teenager and a Christian girl and a plot involving the paranormal.

At the core of “Another Me” is the little known Jewish mystical concept
of the Ibbur – a recently departed Jewish soul who takes over the body of
a still living individual in order to complete a task that will benefit or save
the Jewish People. 

“I called a few rabbis,” Wiseman says, “but only Rabbi Altein and Rabbi
Green were familiar with ibburs.

“I always try to be original in my work,” she adds.
In the novel, the leading man, Natan the Jew, the son of a peddler, is

returning late at night – long after curfew, from a meeting with his love,
Elena, when he comes across three men poisoning a well and planning to
blame the Jews. He raises his voice in protest and is murdered by the three
men. Next thing he knows, he is in the body of Hans, the short, ugly
apprentice who works for Elena’s father. Natan has to convince Elena that
he is Natan, not Hans and try to warn the Jewish community of the impend-
ing catastrophe that is about to befall them.

“I have always had a passion for Jewish history,” Wiseman says. “I am
impressed by our strength and resilience in the face of our enemies and dis-
asters.

“I also try to write novels that will appeal to adults as well as younger
people.”

Wiseman has received many awards during her writing career including
the Canadian Jewish Book Award, the Geoffrey Bilson Award for
Historical Fiction for Young People and the McNally Robinson Book for
Young People award three times. She was also a finalist for the Governor
General’s Literary Awards.

Wiseman is very excited about her current project – the history of Jewish
doctors in Manitoba over the last 100 years.

* * * * *
Libby Simon, who is part of a book launch at McNally Robinson on

Friday, September 23, is a somewhat late comer to writing. A social work-
er by profession, she
worked first for the
Children’s Aid
Society of Winnipeg
for several years, then
worked as a school
social worker with the
Child Guidance Clinic
in the Seven Oaks
School Division for
twenty years.

She was inspired to
write in 1992 in
response to an issue
that concerned her in
her workplace. She
continued writing
after that well into
retirement. Her essays

and other writings have been pub-
lished in The Jewish Post and News, the Free Press, Homemakers and
Canadian Living online magazine to list a few. She has also presented her
works on CBC Radio in Winnipeg.

In 2013, Simon published her first book – “Life is Like a Pot of Soup”, a
collection of new and previously published works about family, career,
grandparenting and life’s many other experiences.

Two years ago, she was included in an anthology, “Keep It Cold and
Other Good Advice”, a book that has been described as offering “a series
of testimonials and impassioned letters, confessions, jokes...and the impor-
tance of family life” and as a “guide book on love and survival and stories
that made a difference in our lives”. Her entry was entitled ”Never Too
Late” and was written in the form of a letter to her father in resolving a
long-time conflicted relationship.

This new publication – “Coming Here, Being Here: a Canadian
Migration Anthology” – is a collection of factual stories, essays and news-
paper reports highlighting the humour as well as the challenges of migra-
tion to a new country. Simon’s contribution is a personal memoir of grow-
ing up in the North End.

“I describe the struggles that our parents and their contemporaries had in
adjusting to a new language, customs and culture,” she says. “I also delve
into how the North End produced so many outstanding scholars, artists and
scientists despite the poverty and anti-Semitism they faced growing up.”

Simon will be joined at the book launch at McNally by local poet Ron
Romanowski, who also contributed to the publication.

The Toronto launch, she says, was September 11.
* * * * *

Morris Feuer doesn’t have a launch date yet for his newest publication,
but the book should be of interest to readers with an interest in theoretical
physics.

Six years ago, the retired lawyer produced a volume which questioned
the psychological philosophies of Sigmund Freud. With “Theoretical
Physics: Where Did We Go Wrong”, he is calling into question none other
than Albert Einstein.

“Einstein himself in later life questioned the truth of his own theories,”
Feuer says. “He tried to tell people about his doubts, but no one wanted to
listen. He was told that if he didn’t keep quiet, his reputation could be dam-
aged.”

Feuer claims to have found letters that Einstein wrote later in life that
resolves many of the contradiction in his earlier works. He also quotes
Einstein regularly in the book.

Among the issues that Feuer deals with in his book are gravity, the speed
of light, Planck’s Constant, Maxwell’s light equation, the nature of space
and time and Einstein’s Special and General Theories of Relativity.

The key to understanding the workings of the universe, Feuer says, is the
existence of ether. Ether, he explains, fills the universe. It is a collection of
negative particles which repel each other and fills vacant space.

“Aristotle first postulated the existence of ether,” Feuer says. “Newton
believed it exists. Einstein couldn’t see a role for it in his working with rel-
ativity so he deemed that ether didn’t exist.”

Earth is a ball surrounded by ether, Feuer says. The presence of ether, he
adds, explains the propagation of light, why the speed of light is constant,
the formation of beams of light, radio waves and why the earth and the
moon and other heavenly bodies don’t crash into each other.

So why was the concept of ether discarded? Feuer attributes it to the
wrong conclusions drawn by 19th century scientists such as Thomas Young,
James Clark Maxwell, Albert Michaelson and Edward Morley – with
Einstein providing the coup de grace. Feuer examines the work of each of
these scientists and more and shows where they went wrong.

Readers who are interested in reading Feuer’s work can acquire the book
by contacting Feuer directly at 204 334-1790.

More about new books by authors with a Winnipeg connection on
pages  22 and 23.
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EVA WISEMAN

LIBBY SIMON MORRIS FEUER
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Community news Temple Shalom - 
A Message from Linda Freed, President

The Rabbi is coming! After working together since March, we are
finally getting together with Rabbi Bill Tepper for the first time on
Shabbat when he will lead the service, Friday September 16th. If you
have a chance to attend I know you’ll be glad you did, as from what I
have read online and in the discussions we’ve been having, I have
found him to be highly engaging, resourceful, thoughtful, and humble.  

It will be a whirlwind tour, filled with meeting people: for final plan-
ning with clergy & choir re the High Holydays; for meeting and get-
ting to know board members and congregants; for leading the Shabbat
Service Friday and a Torah Study on Saturday morning Sept. 17th, 10
a.m.; and more. Hopefully even have a chance to see a few Winnipeg
sights. 

So please come on down. It’s this weekend, September 16th at 7:30
pm. There will be an Oneg afterwards, of course. Nothing happens at
Temple Shalom without food! 

For parents and grandparents, there’s an opportunity for you and
your children and grandchildren to meet the Rabbi on the first day of
the Irma Penn School of Jewish Learning, Sunday Sept. 18th at 11:30
am.

Finally, I’m very happy to tell you that we will have two new shofars
for our High Holy Day services this year. After much deliberation the
two beautiful ram’s horns that were chosen are apparently the perfect
pair, and make a wonderful chord when sounded together. 

L’Shana Tovah u’Metukah – Wishing you a good and sweet year
from all of us here at Temple Shalom.

High Holy Days Services at a Glance
Sat Sep 24 10 pm S’lichot Service
Sun Oct 2 7:30pm Erev Rosh Hashanah        
Mon Oct 3 9:15am Children’s Service
Mon Oct 3 10am Rosh Hashanah Day 1
Tue Oct 4 10am Rosh Hashanah Day 2 interactive servic
Fri Oct 7 7:30pm Shabbat Shuva Service
Sun Oct 9 11:30am Children & Adult Tashlich

Assiniboine Park Duck Pond
Tue Oct 11 7:30pm Kol Nidre
Wed Oct 12 9:15am Children’s Service
Wed Oct 12 10am Yom Kippur day
Wed Oct 12 4pm Mincha, Yizkor & Concluding Services
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bration, and my mother told them I
wasn’t going to be there. Nothing
else was said after that.”

Wolch interjected: “They also
taught their kids: ‘You must never
accept corporal punishment. Get
that word? ‘Accept’. The teacher
wants to give you the strap – you do
not ‘accept’ it.”

“How do you not ‘accept’ it?” I
asked.

“Well, in Grade 7 I was forced to
deliberate on that,”  Cherniack said,
“because the monitor of the class…
while the teacher went out, the mon-
itor reported that I went across the
aisle to talk to another kid. The
teacher called me into the cloak-
room at the back of the class. She
had the strap and she made me hold out my hand. I did not refuse.”

(So much for not accepting corporal punishment, eh, Myra? Public school
wasn’t exactly a picnic when it came to discipline in those days, was it?)

Cherniack went on to tell another story about getting into trouble with his
mother: “We lived on College Avenue when I was younger (about seven or
eight, he explained later). “My sister and I were playing ‘soldier’. It was in
front of my grandmother (who was laying down at the time, but who wasn’t
asleep). “And I said to my sister, ‘This lady is dying, you know’,” (which was
true, he added, but certainly something that shouldn’t have been said in front
of his grandmother.) 

“My sister reported that to my mother. That was the only time my mother
slapped me.”

“My father…I remember vividly that age, and we were sitting down for
dinner, and I pulled the chair out from under him. He fell down – and reached
up and slapped me. That was the only time.”

“He was a very dignified man,” Wolch interjected. “I just can’t believe this
happening to J. A. Cherniack.”

“I wanted to ask you about your sister and her getting into medical school,”
I said. “She got in at a time (1936) when there was a quota both on Jews and
on women, wasn’t there? Wasn’t Dean Mathers (who was a notorious anti-
Semite) the dean at the time?”

Cherniack answered: “Oh yes. She got in, but her husband (Cecil Sheps)
didn’t get in the first time. He had to wait another year.”

“Cecil and Mindel had been friends,” said Wolch, “and they were teenage
friends, and they got married, took postgraduate work in England just before
the war.”

“They both went in 1937,”  Cherniack  added. Mindel was about 23. “They
couldn’t admit that they were married,” he noted.  “They came back very
worried about what was going on in Europe..”

Cecil went into the army while Mindel established a medical practice in
Winnipeg. She was also elected to the Winnipeg School Board as a trustee in
1942, something that foreshadowed Saul Cherniack’s own foray into politics
a few years later

“(In 1944) My sister was taken to Regina to work for Tommy Douglas to
act as secretary to a commission that was set up (which laid the groundwork
for the first publicly funded hospital insurance program anywhere in
Canada)”, Cherniack explained. “Cecil was in the army. He was in charge of
VD control for Alberta in the army. Tommy Douglas (who had become pre-
mier of Saskatchewan in 1943 – marking the first time the C.C.F., forerunner
to the NDP, ever won election in any Canadian province) made a deal with
the army to transfer Cecil into Saskatchewan, so Cecil would be in charge of
VD control not only for the army, but for the province.” It also enabled Cecil
and Mindel to be rejoined for the final two years of the war.

(The commission to which Cherniack was referring will be the subject of
Eyslit Jones’ lecture this coming Sunday. It laid the groundwork for a pub-
licly funded system of health care, which was eventually to be transformed
into Canada’s Medicare system.)

Following the war, Mindel and Cecil returned to Winnipeg, where they
both established medical practices.

“She and Cecil had an office in the Boyd Building (after the war),” said
Cherniack, “but Cecil found a good place for them to practice somewhere
way down on Osborne. After he established his practice he found that most
of the workers in that area were CNR workers. He didn’t have a good prac-
tice because the workers were covered by the union” (and presumably would
have gone to see doctors preferred by the union).

I asked what Mindel’s interest in medicine was. 
“Obstetrics gynecology,” said Wolch.  “She was awesome,” she added.

“She wrote 17 books, she was active in Planned Parenthood.”
Eventually Cecil and Mindel moved to Chapel Hill, North Carolina, where

she became an expert in the fields of statistics and demography at the
University of North Carolina. She also taught at the University of Pittsburgh.
Sadly, Mindel Sheps died in 1973 at the relatively young age of 60.

In our next issue we will have more about the career of Saul Cherniack.

Saul Cherniack
Continued from page 2.

SAUL CHERNIACK 
(circa 1966)
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Gerry PosnerAudience Favourite Film Labyrinth of Lies to be
Screened at Rady JCC’s 

Best of the Fest on September 29
Germany’s official submission for the Best Foreign Language Oscar®, and

a hit when it screened at the Toronto International Film Festival will be pre-
sented at Rady JCC’s Best of the Fest on Wednesday, September 29 at 7:30
pm at the Berney Theatre, 123 Doncaster St. Labyrinth of Lies is based on the
true story of an ambitious public prosecutor who exposed the Nazi mass
killings at Auschwitz and the institutional cover up that followed. Labyrinth
of Lies (Im Labyrinth des Schweigens) won the Audience Award for Best
Feature Film at the 2016 Winnipeg International Jewish Film Festival.

The Nuremberg trials, held right after WWII ended, are famous, and the
1961 Eichmann trial in Jerusalem is known to most. Arguably just as impor-
tant were the Frankfurt Auschwitz trials, which also took place in the early
1960s but are practically unknown. Labyrinth of Lies sheds light on this lit-
tle known story. Young public prosecutor Johann Radmann comes across
some documents that help initiate the trial against some members of the SS
who served in Auschwitz. Award-winning actor Alexander Fehling
(Inglourious Basterds) portrays the young attorney who sets out in the 1950s
to bring Nazi criminals to justice, an investigation that lead to the Frankfurt
Auschwitz trials. Tipped off by a journalist, he investigates a massive con-
spiracy to cover up Germany’s shameful history and the complicity of promi-
nent public figures.

But both the horrors of the past and the hostility shown towards his work
bring Johann close to a meltdown. It is nearly impossible for him to find his
way through this maze; everybody seems to have been involved or guilty.  

Awards
• Best Narrative Feature, Palm Springs International Film Festival,    

2016
• Best Film, Athens International Film Festival, 2015
• Best Director, Les Arcs European Film Festival, France, 2014
• Best Actor, Bavarian Film Awards, Germany, 2015
• Audience Choice Prize, Les Arcs European Film Festival, 2014

Nominations
• Outstanding Feature Film, Best Supporting Actor, Best Screenplay
Best Film Score, German Film Awards, 2015

Don’t’ miss the opportunity to see this compelling film. 
Film is subtitled. For tickets contact the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or

www.radyjcc.com 

The three mohels 
(not the name of a singing group)

Most people have
heard of the Three
Tenors, and the novel
“The Three Mus-
keteers” is a classic,
but likely not too
many are aware that
in Toronto there are
three mohels who are
making the “cut”, all
of whom have three
things in common.
First, they all are
physicians and have
had careers as physi-
cians throughout their
lives. (Two of them
still practice medicine
actively.)  Second, the
three all come from
Winnipeg. Third,  at
different times in their
respective careers,
each made the deci-
sion to become
mohels or, in one
case, a mohelot. Only
Diamond was a mohel
prior to his graduation
from Medicine. 

One might conjec-
ture as to how it came
to pass that Winnipeg
turned out three doc-
tors who entered the
mohel field. That
question is perhaps
worthy of a doctoral
thesis. Some have
speculated (Well, at
least I have.) that the
cold weather of
Winnipeg makes your
hands cold and in
order to keep the fin-
gers warm, it is cru-
cial to keep them busy
in activities such as
c i r c u m c i s i o n s .
Irrespective of the
why, the fact remains
that these three, all
known to one another
quite well, are each in
his or her own way
helping Toronto’s (and beyond in fact) new born Jewish baby boys enter
the covenant as prescribed by Jewish law. The three marvellous mohels
are: Dr. Aubie Diamond, Dr. Rochelle Schwartz and Dr. Marty Koyle. 

Diamond has been at it the longest. He began in Winnipeg and was, at
one time and for a long time, the only mohel in Winnipeg. He began serv-
ing as a mohel back in September,1982, while still a fourth year medical
student. Back then, becoming a mohel was not even on his radar screen
But, the then only working doctor doing ritual circumcisions in Winnipeg,
Dr. Richard Boroditsky (who worked in tandem with a rabbi), recognized
that, in Diamond, he had an Orthodox medical student who was a logical
candidate to become the mohel in Winnipeg. Diamond trained under
Boroditsky and studied the religious and Halachic aspect of Brit Milah
under Rabbi Charles Grysman. Still, Diamond was for most of the time a
family doctor both in Winnipeg and
Toronto, where he moved in 1990. He

By

GERRY POSNER

AUBIE DIAMOND

MARTY KOYLE

ROCHELLE SCHWARTZ

Continued on next page.
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Gerry Posner Rady JCC presents second installment of
new daytime series In the Know on

September 26maintained his practice, but at the
same time continued to perform

Brit Milah and infant circumcisions until 2013, when he retired from med-
icine and became a full time mohel, the only one with that status in Toronto
today. The fact is that Aubie found the Brit Milah experience to be a real
passion in his life, as it melded his Judaic origins and heritage with medi-
cine. He says that he has performed over 10, 000 brisses and is still count-
ing. Most significantly, his love and devotion for Brit Milah continues to
grow. 

Dr. Rochelle Schwartz always wanted to be a doctor from age five. This
went against the wishes of her parents, but with a gold medal in science
from the University of Calgary and acceptance to several medical schools,
her parents, Harry and Fruma, warmed  to the idea of their daughter as a
doctor. She became a family physician in 1985 and has continued in that
area to this day. Over the course of time, she was approached by non-
Jewish parents to perform non-ritual circumcisions. When Jewish patients
learned this, she was also asked to do Jewish circumcisions. Lacking the
training in the religious Halacha, she knew she would have to get proper
accreditation as a mohelet. Initially, Rochelle was trained halachally by a
Reform rabbi, Danny Gottlieb, as well as tutored in the medical aspect of
the job by the well known Dr. Ellie Cass. In 1997, she was ordained by the
Reform movement’s Hebrew Union College in New York and Los Angeles
as a mohelet in Canada, one of the first females in this field in Canada.
Since her beginnings, Rochelle has now been accepted in most
Conservative synagogues in Toronto. At this stage in her career, Rochelle
performs brises for Reform, Humanistic Reconstructionist, Egalitarian,
Conservative and, believe it or not, occasionally for Modern Orthodox
families. 

Dr. Martin Koyle is a relatively recent addition to Toronto, having moved
there to be a professor of surgery at the Hospital for Sick Children in 2011.
Even more recently, he was appointed the head of the Division of Urology
and Woman Auxiliary Chair in Urology and Regenerative Medicine. Prior
to the move to Toronto, he was the urology “go to” guy in Seattle. His
awards and contributions to the field of urology are many and significant.
Just the 250 publications to which he has contributed  is but one aspect of
Marty Koyle’s remarkable resumé. Yet, with all of his titles and recogni-
tion by many illustrious medical groups, he wanted to take on the added
bonus of becoming a mohel. In fact, he had started on this path while train-
ing at Harvard, where he assisted in ritual circumcisions. Later, in
Colorado and Seattle, where Koyle worked, he participated in what might
be termed as reconstructive surgery on boys who had issues at birth and
even helped to write a chapter on the Brit Milah in the operating room. In
Toronto, Koyle connected with the leader of North American Reform
mohels: Dr. Jack Langer. It was not long before Marty Koyle became part
of the Reform programme for physicians who wanted to become mohels.
The end result was that Koyle became involved in large part in performing
what might be termed difficult circumcisions in a hospital environment,
even doing the surgery for Orthodox and Conservative families under rab-
binical supervision. 

Now, unlike the Three Tenors, you cannot buy a ticket to see the three of
them perform in their line of work. Nor will you ever witness them work-
ing together. But, when you watch each of them in action, you are indeed
watching masters of the Brit Milah.

Continued from previous page.

more stringently than any other military
in the world.”

To place military assets in heavily pop-
ulated civilian areas (as the Palestinian

terrorist groups do) is considered, under international law, “perfidy”,
Beres notes. Perfidy represents an especially serious violation of the Law
of War, one identified as a “grave breach” at Article 147 of Geneva
Convention IV, he says.

“The critical legal effect of perfidy committed by Palestinian terrorist
leaders in Gaza is to immunize Israel from any responsibility for any
unintended counterterrorist harms done to Arab civilians,” he points out.
“Even if Hamas did not deliberately engage in perfidy, any Palestinian-
created link between civilians and terrorist activities would grant Israel
full legal justification for undertaking all necessary defensive actions.

“Recurrent Hamas rocket attacks upon Israeli noncombatants are, basi-
cally, examples of terrorism,” he continues. “Such terrorism - all terror-
ism, irrespective of so-called “just cause” — represents a distinct crime
under international law.”

(In other words, the Palestinians don’t get a pass on terrorism because
they are supposedly “fighting against occupation”.)

“When Palestinian terrorism reflects populations that enthusiastically
support terror attacks, and where the terrorists can find hospitable refuge
among local populations, the legal responsibility for all ensuing coun-
terterrorist harms lies with the perpetrators,” Beres explains.

“Understood in terms of a still-ongoing cycle of Palestinian terrorism,
and Israeli self-defense against terror, the Palestinian side must accept
full legal responsibility for civilian casualties in Gaza. Without their pre-
meditated terror attacks on Israeli civilian populations, there would never
be any Israel-inflicted Palestinian harm.

“It is that simple.”

Comment
Continued from page 5.

The Rady JCC invites everyone to join us on Monday, September 26
from 12:00-1:30 pm for the second installment of In the Know. The
series launched on September 12 to a sold-out audience features 
different lectures and discussions on a variety of topics as well as arts
presentations.  Programs on a selection of subjects including arts, busi-
ness, world issues, and much more will be included. The programs
include lunch followed by an engaging and interesting talk or arts pre-
sentation with a guest presenter. 

Our featured guest on Monday, September 26 
is Maureen Scurfield.
Maureen Scurfield A.K.A. “Miss Lonelyhearts,” has been around” so
to speak. She started out as a teacher, moved to journalism, created an
advice column and also happens to be a successful businesswoman.
Maureen shares her story with In the Know.

Upcoming Programs: 
October 31 James Manishen 
James Manishen is the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra’s, Artistic
Operations Associate. His knowledge of the music world is vast and in
this stimulating talk, Manishen looks at the age old question, should
Richard Wagner’s music be played in Israel?

November 14 Lara Rae 
Lara Rae is the Artistic Director of the Winnipeg Comedy Festival
and a regular contributor to CBC Radio, including the Debaters.
She’s also been nominated for several awards including a Gemini.
Lara has a deep appreciation of why humour is so important to Jews.
Her talk is all about Jewish humour in literature.

December 12 Martin Cash
Winnipeg Free Press business columnist Martin Cash has been writing
about the top business stories in Manitoba for more than two decades.
He’s received several honours over the years for his work and also
wrote the book, Winnipeg: A Prairie Portrait.

Transportation assistance is available.  Program fee of $8 M/ $10 M per
session includes lunch. Please register in advance  by September 23 by
contacting the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510 or  at www.radyjcc.com. In
the Know is generously supported by the New Horizons for Seniors
programs. 



Joshua Bell’s Jewish roots
By HOLLY HARRIS 

Think famous violinists and
chances are an A-list of fabled
Jewish fiddlers comes to mind:
Jascha Heifetz, Isaac Stern,
Yehudi Menuhin, Itzhak Perlman,
Fritz Kreisler, Mischa Elman and
Pinchas Zukerman, among others. 

World-class American violinist
Joshua Bell may be considered the
latest in that rich legacy of music-
making, with his kilowatt star
power only growing brighter with
each passing year. 

“There’s certainly a long tradi-
tion of Jewish violinists going
back hundreds of years, and I feel
connected to that tradition,” Bell
reveals during a recent teleconfer-
ence interview that also included
journalists in Minneapolis,
Buffalo, Lubbock and Tulsa as
well as Winnipeg. “It affects me in
subtle ways. I’m not particularly
religious, but somehow being
Jewish is so much more than that, and I relate more in a cultural sense.”  

The Grammy-award winning artist, 48, hailed by the Boston Herald as
“the greatest American violinist active today,” marks his Winnipeg
Symphony Orchestra debut at the Centennial Concert Hall next Tuesday,
September 20th (note: earlier start time of 7 p.m.) where he will perform
Tchaikovsky’s passionate “Violin Concerto in D major, Op. 35” led by
Alexander Mickelthwate.  

“It is extremely inspiring to have somebody of such an international
caliber and artistry perform with the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and
to hear and see his historic and famous Stradivarius,” states the German-
born maestro in an email, referring to Bell’s glorious 1713 instrument.
“Opening our season with someone like Joshua Bell really invigorates
our level of energy as a group, and with our audience, and it sets up the
tone for the season. We couldn’t be more excited.” 

Born in Bloomington, Indiana to his Scottish-descent psychologist
father Alan, and Jewish therapist mother Shirley, Bell first began violin
lessons at age four after his mother discovered her young son plucking
out skeletal classical melodies on rubber bands he had stretched across
the handles of his dresser drawers. He eventually began studying with
renowned Russian-Jewish violinist and pedagogue Josef Gingold, mark-
ing his professional soloist debut at the tender age of 14 with the
Philadelphia Orchestra, and later receiving an Artist Diploma in Violin
Performance from Indiana University in 1989. 

He first learned the notoriously difficult Tchaikovsky that he’s now per-
formed worldwide at least 1,000 (and counting) times with his beloved
teacher at age 13. 

“Gingold was the kind of teacher that didn’t tell me how to play, but
guided me to get at what was authentic,” the supremely down-to-earth
musician explains. “I can still hear his expressive way of playing. When
he would slide (his fingers) it would almost sound like crying… 

That music is so heart-on-sleeve but it’s got to be sincere, and it’s never
about showing off or trying to be over the top. There was always some-
thing very emotional in the way that he would play, so hopefully that
rubbed off a little bit on me,” he adds. 

Also known as a chamber musician and composer – he writes all his
own cadenzas and arranges music for smaller ensembles - the New York
City-based Bell has lately been nurturing a burgeoning career as a con-
ductor, named in 2011 as the new music director for celebrated chamber
orchestra Academy of St. Martin in the Fields, and notably only the sec-
ond maestro after its legendary Sir Neville Marriner founded the group in
1958. 

He boasts a growing discography of 40 albums, including his eagerly
anticipated “For the Love of Brahms” that also features the London-
based chamber group, as well as acclaimed British cellist Steven Isserlis
and American classical pianist Jeremy Denk, and which is being released
September 30.   

On a more personal note, Bell is also a father to three young boys – two
are twins, with his eldest Josef named for his revered mentor – with for-
mer girlfriend Lisa Matricardi, adores watching Sunday afternoon football
and is passionately dedicated to music education, including his tireless
work with the NYC-based inner-school
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JOSHUA BELL: “There’s cer-
tainly a long tradition of Jewish
violinists going back hundreds of
years, and I feel connected to
that tradition.”

Microcosm of the Israel-Palestine divide
A Street Divided
Stories from
Jerusalem’s Alley of
God
Dion Nissenbaum
St. Martin’s Press,
New York, 2015 
246 pages
Reviewed by
JOSEPH LEVEN

Rather than write
yet another book
about the endless con-
flict between Israel
and the Palestinians, reporter Dion Nissenbaum of the Wall Street Journal
has chosen to focus in on one very small bit of geography to tell the tale in
miniature. 

A Street Divided is a collection of stories with a little bit of history thrown
in. The stories are about the individuals and families who lived on Assael
Street in Jerusalem in the years since the establishment of the State of
Israel. 

Assael Street is located in the neighbourhood of Abu Tor. It lay right on
the border between Jordan and Israel from 1948-1967, a border that phys-
ically divided the city of Jerusalem in two. The border actually ran right
down the middle of the street. Since 1967 Jerusalem has been united under
Israeli rule, but there might as well still be a border drawn down the mid-
dle of Assael Street, with Israelis living on one side of the street and
Palestinians living on the other. This has not changed.

In A Street Divided Dion Nissenbaum has done a pretty good job of
telling both sides of the story, Jew and Arab. Nissenbaum himself is the
product of a mixed Catholic-Jewish marriage and was raised in the Church.
As an adult he converted to Islam and took a Pakistani wife, so he certain-
ly is well-qualified personally not to take positions on the conflict.

The book is easy reading and moves freely back and forth in time as
Nissenbaum tells his stories. One of those concerns the Bazlamit family.
They and many of their Arab neighbours refused to flee Jerusalem during
the fighting of 1948. They stayed put in their home along the ceasefire line,
a decision which cost them dearly. In 1951 Hijazi Bazlamit, the father of
the family, was shot by a sniper’s bullet in his own back yard and bled to
death when no one dared to approach to help him. Who actually fired the
shot was never ascertained. 

Even so the family would not move. Life continued relatively quietly for
them until the Six Day war in 1967. Then a gang of Israelis led by the thug
Shlomo Baum beat the Bazlamit men and ordered them to flee. They were
saved by the Israeli police who were tipped off by a Jewish neighbour.

Many more adventures ensued over the following decades – an initial
honeymoon period under Israeli rule, followed by a steadily worsening
relationship. Another Bazlamit man, one of the grandsons of Hijazi
Bazlamit, was killed in the rioting at the Al Aqsa Mosque in 1996, riots that
began in the wake of Ariel Sharon’s visit to the Temple Mount. The book
ends in 2015 with the Bazlamit family locked in a protracted conflict with
an Israeli bureaucracy eager to demolish their homes and evict them.

Nissenbaum places special emphasis on those Israelis and Palestinians
who made a real effort to coexist. In a chapter titled “The Peaceniks”, he
tells the story of the couple David Epstein and Alisa Maier-Epstein, two
people who moved onto Assael Street in 2005. Each one in their own way
reached out to their Arab neighbours.

Alisa made friends with her Palestinian neighbour across the street,
Khulood Salhab, which in turn led to Alisa’s daughter becoming friends
with Khulood’s daughter Maha. This was very unusual on Assael Street.

David, with his background in community activism, decided that his path
to growing coexistence led through getting himself elected to the commu-
nity council, an advisory group made up of neighbourhood advocates. In
this capacity he was able to organize resident meetings to talk about local
concerns – dumpsters, sewer grates, speed bumps, a new park. Even this
proved very difficult as outside events such as the Gaza wars kept over-
taking the couple’s efforts.

After ten years of trying Alisa is quoted as saying:
“The tunnel is so dark and so long that I don’t know how much of a dif-

ference it makes. I really despair over the situation.”
David remains more hopeful and says:
“I’m feeling a sense of pride and patriotism in doing what I’m doing,

because this is my definition of what Zionism is. Zionism is making Israel
a light unto the nations.”

Which of them is right, David or Alisa? A Street Divided presents both
sides of the story in an entertaining and readable manner, and hopefully
leaves the reader with a better understanding of the conflict at the human
level.

(A Street Divided is available from the Winnipeg Public Library)Continued on next page.
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Music/Yiddish (but not Yiddish music)

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching
Fellow, University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
This year  I will be facilitating the Yiddish activities in the Gwen

Secter Center. 
The theme for the Women’s Yiddish Reading Circle will be “New

Voices, Old Tradition: Contemporary Trends in Yiddish
Creativity”. 

I will be also offering a Yiddish conversational class twice a
month for people who want to improve their Yiddish. 

Come spend a year with Yiddish in the North End. 
Contact the Gwen Secter for details. This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School

Endowment Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

program Education Through
Music.  

The second star onstage with him during all his performances is
undeniably his priceless 1713 Stradivarius known as the “Gibson
ex-Huberman,” which possesses its own illustrious pedigree laced
with dark chapters of intrigue. 

First owned by English musician George Alfred Gibson, the
famous fiddle eventually found its way into violinist Bronislaw
Huberman’s hands. The Polish-Jewish musician who lived from
1882-1947 and is now regarded a national hero in Israel founded
the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra that grew out of the Palestine
Orchestra. 

After visiting Palestine in 1929, Huberman realized he could save
scores of Jewish artists by launching a professional orchestra, thus
providing critically important, and difficult to secure exit visas.
Because of his efforts, 60 musicians from Germany and across
Central Europe were able to join the new orchestra and escape the
looming horrors of the Holocaust.  

Bell, who still has many relatives living in Israel whom he regu-
larly visits, shares his personal feelings in an essay he penned in
2015: “When I perform in Israel with the Israel Philharmonic, I am
always touched to think how many of the orchestra and audience
members are direct descendants of the musicians Huberman saved
from the Holocaust – with funds raised by concerts performed on
the very same instru-
ment I play every
day,” he says
poignantly.  

And wait - there’s
even more lore.
During a fundraising
trip to Carnegie Hall
in 1936, Huberman’s
precious violin was
stolen from his dress-
ing room – never to be
seen again. 

It only re-surfaced almost 50 years later, when violinist Julian
Altman made a deathbed confession to his wife that he had the
famous Strad, now shellacked with shoe polish to disguise its iden-
tity. 

After a painstaking nine-month restoration, the Strad eventually
wound up in a London violin shop, until Bell – call it bashert – just
happened to visit prior to his concert that night at the Royal Albert
Hall in 2001. After trying his hand at the instrument, Bell became
instantly smitten, arranging its purchase that same year and it’s
never left his hands since.  

“It’s like holding a Rembrandt painting every day of my life,”
Bell waxes poetic of his precious musical partner. “I get to interact
with this incredible creation; this piece of history. It’s a living,
breathing thing and is very inspiring to play.”  

Often, life imitates art. Like the “protagonist” in the 1998
Canadian film “The Red Violin” - for which Bell performed the
haunting soundtrack by composer John Corigliano – the Huberman
violin has equally had its own storied past. 

Who knows what other adventures will come to my precious vio-
lin in the years to come?” Bell wrote in his 2015 essay, with as
much parental pride as if speaking about a cherished child. “While
it certainly will be enjoyed and admired long after I am not around
anymore, for the time being I count myself incredibly lucky to be
its caretaker on its 300th birthday.”

The WSO gala concert featuring violinist Joshua Bell will be per-
formed Tuesday, September 20th, 7:00 p.m. at the Centennial
Concert Hall. For tickets or further information, visit: www.wso.ca 

Continued from previous page.
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Easiest. Rosh Hashanah dinner. Ever.
By SHANNON SARNA

(JTA) – Some people take great pride and pleasure in planning their Rosh
Hashanah menus for weeks or months in advance, chugging away at kugels
and cakes and soup to put in the freezer. I know my grandmother and Aunt
Ruth both did their High Holidays cooking all summer so they would be
“ready.”

But not everyone cooks for 20 people or enjoys the toil and preparation
of holiday cooking for weeks on end. And for those people, this simple
menu is for you.

Traditional Jewish New Year flavors of apple and pomegranate can show
up in unexpected places – like sangria, which is a perfect, easy choice for
entertaining, since you can make a large batch and chill until ready to serve.
And even a simple roast chicken becomes special for the holiday with an
apricot mustard makeover and crispy roast potatoes.

You can keep your preparations and flavors simple while serving up a
sweet, delicious and deceptively impressive spread for family and friends.

* * * * *
APPLE POMEGRANATE SANGRIA

Sangria is the perfect drink to serve for Rosh Hashanah – it’s supposed to
be sweet and is perfect paired with two traditional flavors of the holiday.
You can use whatever wine you have lying around, or change things up
with red wine if you prefer.
Ingredients:
1 bottle white wine such as sauvignon blanc or pinot grigio (or moscato if
you like very sweet wine)
1 cup pomegranate juice
4 ounces vodka (optional)
1 lemon, sliced
1 apple, cored and sliced
1 1/2 cups ginger ale or club soda
Pomegranate seeds (optional)

Directions:
Place sliced apple and lemons in a sealable container. Add 1/2 cup pome-

granate juice, 1/2 cup wine and vodka (optional). Allow to sit overnight in
the fridge.

When ready to serve, place fruit and liquid in a large carafe. Add remain-
ing wine and pomegranate juice. Top with ginger ale or club soda to your
liking. Serve chilled or with ice.

Optional: 
For an extra special presentation, make pomegranate seed ice cubes by

adding a few seeds into each section of an ice cube tray. Fill with water or
pomegranate juice and freeze overnight. When ready to serve, add 1 or 2
ice cubes in each guest’s glass, or all the ice cubes to the carafe of sangria.

* * * * *
SHEET PAN APRICOT DIJON CHICKEN WITH BRUSSELS

SPROUTS AND POTATOES
Sheet pan dinners are all the rage this year and with good reason: Throw

all your ingredients on one large sheet pan and then pop it in the oven. Your
cleanup is reduced without sacrificing any deliciousness. This recipe can
easily be doubled to feed a larger crowd.

Ingredients:
1 whole chicken
1 pound small red or Yukon gold potatoes, halved
1 pint Brussels sprouts, trimmed and halved
1/4 cup apricot jam
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
1 tablespoon brown sugar
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 tablespoons orange juice
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon black pepper
6 garlic cloves

Directions:
Preheat oven to 400 F.
Cut chicken along the backside, removing spine. Flatten and lay on top

of sheet pan.
In a small bowl, mix together apricot jam, mustard, brown sugar, olive

oil, orange juice, salt and pepper.
Spread around three-quarters of the seasoning mixture on top of and

under the skin of the chicken; reserve one quarter.
Spread potatoes on one side of the pan, brussels sprouts on the other.

Drizzle potatoes and Brussels sprouts with olive oil, salt and pepper. Add
whole, unpeeled garlic cloves to the tray, alongside the potatoes and brus-
sels sprouts.

After 30 minutes, check on Brussels sprouts and, if caramelized to your
liking, remove and set aside. Toss potatoes to ensure even cooking and
place back into oven for another 25-30 minutes.

Remove from oven and spread remaining seasoning on top of chicken.
Cut chicken into quarters and serve immediately.

* * * * *
PUFF PASTRY BAKED APPLES

Growing up, baked apples were a tradition in my house. This dessert
looks impressive but is actually easy to execute. Serve with sorbet, vanilla
ice cream or whipped cream for an extra sweet start to the new year.

Ingredients:
2 sheets puff pastry
4 Gala apples
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 cup margarine or butter
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon ginger
Pinch fresh nutmeg
Pinch fresh ground cloves
1/4 teaspoon salt
1/4 cup raisins
1 egg, beaten
Sanding sugar (optional)

Directions:
Take puff pastry out of freezer and allow to sit at room temperature 30

minutes.
Preheat oven to 375 F.
In a medium bowl, mix together margarine (or butter), brown sugar, cin-

namon, ginger, nutmeg, clove and salt. Add in raisins and mix.
Peel and core each apple, leaving apple intact but with a cavity for stuff-

ing. Stuff sugar-margarine mixture inside each apple.
Cut each sheet of puff pastry in 2 pieces (there should be 4 pieces in

total). With a rolling pin, roll each rectangle piece gently, stretching puff
pastry so it is slightly larger.

Sit each stuffed apple in middle of puff pastry. Fold puff pastry up and
over apple until completely covered, trimming excess pieces. (Optional:
Using extra puff pastry, carve decorative small leaves to place on top.) 
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At Sobeys Grant Park, we carry specialized Jewish and 
New Year products including Kosher Goods available year
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Serving the community for over 14 years



We need to stop overcooking for the holidays 
By KENDEN ALFOND 

(Kveller via JTA) – As a young
woman at Jewish holiday tables, I
never felt comfortable with being
the “woman in charge” of cooking.
I associated that role with over-
cooking (too much food at the
table) and pushing people to eat
more food, even after they were
full. 

Yet when I got older and started
cooking for the Jewish holidays for
my husband and daughter, I found
myself replicating those same pat-
terns I had witnessed as a young
girl: obsessively reviewing food
lists in my head and worrying about
there being enough food on the
table. I would always make too
much food, mainly because I was
afraid there was not going to be
enough. So there would be two
salad dressings instead of one, cake
and cookies, potatoes and rice, and
then of course there was always
bread. 

I spent last Rosh Hashanah as a
guest at the Chabad in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia, so I skipped
cooking altogether. While at their
table munching on kosher pickles (shipped from
Israel, no less!), I had a realization, the kind that
comes when you’re an adult and self-aware. The
realization was that the way I had been cooking
(and feeling, for that matter) was not really me.
It was as if I had had a lapse of connection with
myself and had unconsciously taken on the role
of the overcooking Jewish woman that I had
resisted for so long. 

It could have been a compilation of family her-
itage and plain poor judgment, but regardless, it
was a role I had watched so many other women
in my family do with sadness. At that moment, I
decided I would make an effort to stop creating
this type of food atmosphere for myself and oth-
ers, and consciously move in a more modern,
realistic direction. 

As I started paying more attention to this phe-
nomenon, I discovered that I’m not the only one
who has experienced this pattern of overcooking
for holidays. Before I started my business,
Jewish Food Hero, I did an informal telephone
interview with 15 Jewish women to learn more
about their experience with cooking for the hol-
idays. 

The majority had the same answer to the ques-
tion “What keeps you up at night about the
Jewish holidays?” It was: “The food, having
enough food.” 

When I think about the generations of women
worrying about food, it’s clear that at certain his-
torical moments, this worry was warranted. If
you asked any of our mothers and grandmothers,
they would tell us that is it better to make too
much food than too little. But this is simply not
true anymore. 

For our generation, most of us are fortunate
not to experience food shortages, and so the
worry should instead be about filling our bodies
(and trash cans) with too much food. We now
know the incredible damage that chronic
overeating has on our bodies and society. Most
importantly to me, making too much food is not
something I want to teach my daughter and the
next generation. 

Even though I’m aware of the problem, I have
to actively watch to make sure I don’t follow
through on the impulse to overfeed as an expres-
sion of care and love – an impulse that is deeply

ingrained in me (and many of you, I’m sure). I
remind myself there are many, many ways that I
can express love and care. And adults and chil-
dren know if they feel hunger in their own bod-
ies, they can ask for more food using their own
voice. 

So now when I feel the familiar worry about
having enough food on the holiday table, I pause
and observe. I’ve also created certain strategies
when I’m in the planning and preparation phase
of cooking for a meal that support my intention
not to overcook. 

They include: 
1. Planning my meal around a starch, so if

there is extra I set it aside to use in the next day’s
meal. 

2. Making fewer dishes; three to five at any
meal is plenty. 

3. Keeping extra fruit on hand for those with a
sweet tooth (as opposed to 10 different kinds of
cake). 

4. Serving water to everyone before the meal
to hydrate them and allow them to start the meal
without being hungry. 

When I cook for people, I think
about their well-being and how I
want them to feel before, during
and after the meal. I want my
guests to feel relaxed and nour-
ished by the food and atmosphere. I
want them to feel peaceful in their
bodies. I want to generate positive
holiday memories for my daughter,
not ones full of stomach aches. 

Rather than using food as a way
to express love and control, let’s
relax and allow ourselves to
express and generate our desired
feelings in more positive ways. 

(Kenden Alfond is the founder of
Jewish Food Hero, a website that
nourishes your mind, body and
spirit.) 
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Even though I’m aware of the problem, I
have to actively watch to make sure I don’t
follow through on the impulse to overfeed

as an expression of care and love – an
impulse that is deeply ingrained in me

(and many of you, I’m sure).
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1120 Grant Ave.
204.452.7197
www.rrcoop.com

FOR A SWEET NEW YEAR FROM RED RIVER CO-OP

SAVE $2
off any Lieber’s, Streit’s, Manischewitz, or Osem item

VALID UNTIL NOVEMBER 30, 2016

FROM GRANT PARK FOOD STORE
Wishing you health and happiness for the new year.

We offer a large variety of certified kosher foods for the High Holidays and all year long. 

Custom orders available upon request.
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Why the new year is a time for saying ‘thank you’ to interfaith families
By MELINDA MERSACK

CLEVELAND (JTA) – Thank you: two simple words with tremendous
meaning. Thank you for being part of our community. Thank you for rais-
ing your children with us. Thank you for being with us.

Many of us are seeking meaning in our lives and wish to be valued for
the contributions we make and the people we are. While the Jewish com-
munity has traditionally struggled with welcoming interfaith families, the
High Holidays present the perfect opportunity for us to put our values into
action and express our gratitude to interfaith families for the investments
they make in the Jewish future.

Interfaith families are a growing part of our community. Many are seek-
ing meaning in a Jewish context. 

Many are exposing their children to Jewish customs and rituals, and are
doing their part to transmit Jewish values and traditions to their children.
Many are active members of our congregations. For such a family that
chooses us and asks only to be accepted in return, why shouldn’t we extend
that acceptance?

The High Holidays
beckon us to examine
ourselves. This is our
annual accounting to
determine if we have
lived up to our poten-
tial. We engage in
teshuvah (repen-
tance), tefillah
(prayer) and tzedakah
(acts of justice and
giving) as a way to
keep us on the right
path to being our best
selves and contribute
to making our society
and the world a better
place. These themes
translate to how we
may specifically wel-

come interfaith families during this new year.
Teshuvah: An opportunity to open our hearts and our doors widely to

truly welcome all families who wish to be part of our communities. Too
often I hear stories of how people have felt rejected and denied a place
within a Jewish community because they fell in love with someone who
isn’t Jewish. Teshuvah is a way for us to mend our past communal mis-
takes. Welcome those who wish to be welcomed and support them on their
personal journeys as they explore Judaism in their own way.

Tefillah: The chance to acknowledge with blessings that every member
of a Jewish family is valued. Many rabbis invite those members of our
community who aren’t Jewish and are a link in the chain of transmission of
Jewish values and traditions to their children to rise and receive a blessing
to honor their commitment to Jewish life and heritage. This has a profound
impact and speaks volumes about the type of community we are and can
reinforce why someone would choose to be affiliated with us.

Tzedakah: Working for justice in our world is a Jewish priority that is
shared with people of many faiths. As we strive to help those who are vul-
nerable in our communities by performing acts of tzedakah, why not
actively seek to engage every member of our community, Jewish or not? A
personal invitation says with sincerity that the person who isn’t Jewish is
respected. It says to their Jewish partner that we value both their participa-
tion in and contributions to our community.

Thousands of families will come together in observance of Rosh
Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. What better
time for synagogues
and communities to
reflect their intent to
be welcoming and
inclusive by publicly
acknowledging and
thanking the members
of interfaith families
who join them?

“Al chet shechatanu
l’fanecha,” for the sin
we have committed
against You: As we
recite these words
asking forgiveness for
our transgressions of
the past year, may we
also be mindful of
how we have missed
the mark by alienating
interfaith families. As
we seek to begin
anew, may our hearts
be big enough to
embrace all God’s
children, recognizing
their contributions to
our communities and
our world, and may
we be humble enough
to tell them “thank
you.”

(Rabbi Melinda
Mersack is the direc-
tor of jHUB, which
provides new ways for
interfaith couples and
families to comfort-
ably explore Jewish
culture in the modern
world. It is a program
of the Jewish
Federation of
Cleveland and the
Jewish Education
Center of Cleveland
and an
InterfaithFamily affil-
iate. Mersack is a
Rabbis Without
Borders fellow and
received ordination
from the Hebrew
Union College-Jewish
Institute of Religion.)
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Getting ready for Rosh Hashanah 
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Chaired by Michael Silver, JNF
Manitoba & Saskatchewan Vice
President, the extremely successful
event draw attendees from all ages and
backgrounds: young families with chil-
dren, comprised of old time
Manitobans and newcomers to
Manitoba. Old time JNF supporters, all
enjoyed the breakfast prepared by
Marilyn, Camp Massad’s long-time
legendary cook, and her staff.

Among the attendees, we were
delighted by the presence of three past
Negev Gala Honourees and their
wives:  Joe Wilder and Phyllis Pollock
(Negev Gala Honouree 2014), Bob and
Shirley Freedman (Negev Gala
Honouree 2015) and Peter and Karen
Leipsic (Negev Honouree 2016). Also
in attendance were James Bezan MP for
Selkirk Interlake, Jeff Wharton MLA,
Gimli and Andrew Smith, MLA Southdale. 

While enjoying their meal people heard a pre-
sentation by  Itay Tavor, Spokesperson and Head
of Public Diplomacy at the Embassy of Israel in
Canada. Before becoming a Diplomat at the
Israeli Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Itay was a
Journalist and TV Producer of political and eco-
nomic magazine shows for Channel 10 and other
media outlets in Israel. His arrival to our country
couldn't have been timelier, his superb communi-
cation and diplomatic skills will help our organi-
zation and the Jewish Communities in Canada to
educate the public and make the case for Israel. 

This year’s net proceeds generated from the
event will be directed to the development of a

Children and Youth
Centre in Bnei Netzarim,
Halutza. Located on the
border with Gaza and
Egypt, Bnei Netzarim
was founded by Gush
Katif evacuees after the
disengagement of Israel
from Gaza in 2005. These pio-
neers understand the impor-
tance of the Negev and have
their roots deep in the sand.
With the help of JNF, this bar-
ren land has begun to prosper.

JNF would like to thank our
proud sponsors for their support
of Breakfast for Israel 2016.

The event ended in a high
note with Ariel Karabelnicoff
JNF Executive Director along
with Camp Massad Counselors
led by Sari Waldman singing
along with everyone popular
Israeli songs.

JNF would like to thank all of
the participants for making
Breakfast for Israel such a
“heimish” gathering.
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JNF news

Breakfast for Israel 2016
Presented by the Jewish National Fund, Manitoba& Saskatchewan Region

Time to sing Israeli songs by the end of Breakfast for Israel with Camp
Massad Staff: BRYNNE FROHLICH, RACHEL RUBIN, DREW
MCGILLAWEE, IAN BARUCH, MAX PALAY, BEN WALDMAN,
SARI WALDMAN

PHYLLIS POLLOCK and
KAREN LEIPSIC

TOVA and FLORENCE VICKAR and
JOSIE with ARIEL KARABELNICOFF

ITAY TAVOR, the new
Public Diplomacy
Attaché from the
Embassy of Israel in
Canada

MICHAEL SILVER,
JNF MB / SK Vice-
President and
Chairman of Breakfast
for Israel
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Winnipeg Jewish Men’s Slo-Pitch 2016 
Recap by DARREN ELKIN

The one thing on everyone’s
mind was: “Could the Sweepers
collect the elusive threepeat or
would they fail in their attempt, as
previous teams had?” 

The season started slowly for the
defending champs and they never
really found their groove all year -
except for brief moments. The
Swingers started on fire and even
swept the season series from the
Sweepers, but a late season col-
lapse, combined with the Sweepers
winning their final seven games,
enabled the Sweepers to grab first
and knock the Swingers to second.

The Sweepers ended the season
with a 14-6 record, followed by the
Swingers at 13-6-1, the Gloverboys
third with a 12-7-1 record, and the
House of Ashkenazi next at 9-10-1.
The Diamonds - last year’s surprise
team who made it all the way to the
finals, finished fifth at 8-11-1, the
result of losing four key players
after an off-season of turmoil. The
Hammers once again finished in
last place at 2-18, which was a marked improve-
ment from the season before, when they ended
up 1-18-1. Sorry - I joke! To the shock of every-
one including himself, Joel Samphir kept his
managerial job, again!

The same format would be used for the play-
offs: third versus sixth, and fourth versus fifth, in
one-game eliminations to see who would move
on to the semi-finals. Our series were set: The
Gloverboys would play the Hammers and
Ashkenazie would play the Diamonds.

The Gloverboys had little trouble with the
Hammers, defeating them soundly, 20-2. Once
again they were moving onto the semi-finals,
this year hoping not to play the Sweepers, who
had knocked them out in each of the past two
seasons. Our other game saw the Diamonds take
an early lead but, trailing 17-10, the House
mounted a late surge to prevail 19-18 over the
Diamonds and prevent what would have been an
upset.

The semi-finals would feature the first place
Sweepers versus the fourth place House of
Ashkenazie, and the Swingers versus the
Gloverboys. Let me start with the Sweepers ver-
sus House series, as the pain still lingers and I
just want it to end! 

Game one saw both teams come out a little
tight and the score was close until the House
scored a five spot and took a lead that they never
gave up. With solid pitching, defense, and some
timely hitting, the House defeated the Sweepers
13-5 and were one game away from returning to
the finals - after a two-year absence.

The Sweepers looked like they had all year:
ordinary, and perhaps not as hungry as they
should have been!

Game two saw the House come out early and
often. They stormed to a 19-12 lead after six
innings and it looked to be over for the
Sweepers, but wait - this is the same team that
overcame a 16-4 deficit in game three of last

year’s semi-finals so, could they do it again? 
The answer is sort of, having scored four  runs

in the seventh inning and three more in the ninth,
while  holding the House to no runs in the last
three innings. 

The Sweepers had fought back to tie it at 19
runs apiece and we were headed to extra innings.
The Sweepers were up first but, before the fans
had a chance to get back to their seats, the
Sweepers went three up, three down, and we
were still tied at 19 headed to the bottom of the
10th inning. The House, with one out and a run-
ner at second, got what they needed: a single up
the middle by, who else but Richard Hechter,
who not only led the House on the mound, but
also with his bat. With that the House were head-
ed back to the finals and the Sweepers were
headed to an early exit.

I tip my hat to the House who, behind the solid
pitching of Richard Hechter, played inspired ball
and, when needed, came up with the big plays.
They were well deserving of the series sweep. 

Our second series was very interesting. Game
one saw the Gloverboys hit early and often.
What was once thought to be a solid three-man
rotation for the Swingers (Yes, I said a “three-
man rotation” in slo-pitch.) turned into a route,
as the Gboys pounded the Swingers 32-12. They
were once again one game away from making
the finals.

We all know how hard it has been for the
Gboys to close out a series, after losing the past
two seasons to the Sweepers when up 1-0 in the
best of three semi-finals. The question on every-
one’s mind was: “Would the Gboys finally close
a series off or, would the pressure get to them
and, once again they would be headed to a decid-
ing game three?” 

The Swingers came out blazing and grabbed
an early lead. Despite the best efforts of both
teams to give the game away, the Swingers with-
stood a late Gboys rally and won 22-17.  We

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE - 2016 Slo-Pitch champs
Back Row: Daniel Kives. Dov Secter. David Minuk. Ryan
Paul. Wayne Nemy. Drake Hechter. Richard Hechter.
Shael Hechter. 
Middle Row:  Justin Silverstein. Jason Gisser.
Front Row:  Matt Leibl. Seth Nerman. Gary Minuk. Drew
Mindell.  
Missing:  Daniel Minuk. Jordan Farber. Ian Laxer.  

Continued on page 25. See “Slo-pitch”.
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Joanne Seiff

Contact Dale Yuel
our Director of Catering

at 694-2837
dale@thegatesonroblin.com

for more details.

How things change: morality, self-reflection, and study
This Shabbat’s Torah portion (September 17) is

Ki-Teitzei. (Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19) It has a
ton of laws in it. The laws are wide-
ranging–about ethical warfare, sexuality,
divorce, loans, vows, weights and measures and
more. If you read these as a package, without any
rabbinic commentary or helpful hints, a modern
person might be feeling a bit alienated and
uncomfortable. The things that give me the

creepy-crawlies? The details about when women might be “taken” in
wartime and about how rape victims are to be married, in some cases, to
the man who assaulted them. 

Imagine if someone stopped there and read these biblical passages cold
and said “Oh yeah, that’s what Judaism is about.” Well, it’s a mighty
uncomfortable explanation of our traditions. Reading the text without any
interpretation could have a bad result.

As an example, it’s fair to say that nobody in Canada thinks it was ok to
kidnap school girls. When Boko Haram kidnapped 276 school girls from
Chibok, Nigeria, where they attended secondary school, it wasn’t ok even
during wartime. No one would say that if the soldiers waited a month
before forcibly marrying the girls, it would be ok, because the Bible says
so in Deuteronomy 21:10-12.

Well, why? People would say that society has changed, and of course,
what was acceptable by Biblical standards a long time ago is not ok now.
The thing is, morality changes. Yes, what we believe to be ethical and
moral – our standards for how to behave – changes and adapts over time.

This portion’s commentaries demonstrate this evolution. Even the rab-
binic discussions of the Talmud offer changing ideas of morality. In the
case of the rebellious son (Deuteronomy 21:18), the rabbis try to define
what could possibly allow a child to be killed for his behavior or future
behaviors. Imagine the parents who bring their difficult kid before the town
elders. The elders propose killing him when his parents say “he’s a drunk-
ard, and a glutton and disobeys us and is defiant?”

The rabbis place so many conditions and ‘outs’ for this rebellious child
that it actually isn’t possible for him to be killed. In the end, their argu-
ments use this text as an opportunity to meditate on the challenges of par-
enting. Jews need loving, forgiving parents who understand that bad behav-
iors don’t make a “bad child.” The conclusion? We’re confronted by some-
thing upsetting so that we can take the opportunity to study Torah, learn,
and appreciate the possibility of change.

Yet, if we just looked at the Biblical text? Well, it would be hard to under-
stand this subtlety about change and parenting. 

I bring all this up because it’s Elul, which is the Hebrew month of con-
templation before the High Holidays begin. This is our chance to be con-

templative; to think about ourselves, our year, our behaviors and relation-
ships. 

Frankly, self-reflection is hard, miserable work. It’s easier not to reflect
at all! If we want to be truly reflective–well, some of us do…but it takes a
lot of time. So– maybe I’ll just do a little flipbook examination of our past
year. I’ll figure out a couple of things to regret, repent of, and plan to do
better next year. (Sound familiar?)

Just as the Torah portion’s laws seem different on the surface than what
it might appear after hard study, the same thing is true about ourselves.
Some might argue that our personal ethics and morality are fixed, rigid
things. We might call those people fundamentalists–of any religion–
because they aren’t open to any change.

Yes, most of us react strongly about certain issues, state there’s only one
way to act, and stick to our guns. Yet, just like the portion this week, when
you have the opportunity to study and reflect further, the details might sur-
prise you. What if you put emotion aside and think critically about the
issue? Consider reading and comparing multiple points? You might bump
into something that could affect your understanding of the issue or change
your mind.

Critical thinkers, who do self-reflection and also think about important
issues outside of themselves, may describe themselves as moderates. It’s an
enormous effort to reflect and consider, to see multiple view points, and to
confront and embrace change. Not everyone likes doing it. It’s a lot to take
on between our busy work lives and managing families and households.

Yet, Ben Bag Bag said, in Pirke Avot (Sayings of Our Fathers, another
awesome rabbinical resource) in reference to the Torah, “Turn it and turn it
again, for everything is contained within it.” This rabbi with the memorable
name didn’t mean we can read about iPhones or sexting! However, if we
read the Torah holistically, by studying more than the specific words of the
portion but also including the rabbis’ oral traditions, including the com-
mentaries - it’s likely we can get a lot more from our learning and self-
examination.

Elul is a time of contemplation, when we could benefit from striving to
learn more. We can do navel-gazing that helps us step up, apologize for our
mistakes, and do far better as human beings in the coming year. Sure, our
ideas about what “right” might be in our day and age can fluctuate and
change…but do we then take an easy way out and forgive ourselves? Does
this let everybody off the hook before going further? It might worth it to
dig deeper first. That’s what makes for good research, good analysis…and
even good snow shoveling. (Yup, because winter is coming, and with it,
lots of indoor time for reflection…) 

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

By

JOANNE SEIFF



Henteleff Park Interpretative Centre Opening
By MARTIN ZEILIG

For human rights lawyer and environmentalist Yude Henteleff, the offi-
cial opening and dedication of the Henteleff Park Interpretive Centre on
August 27, 2016 exceeded, as he said to me, “our greatest expectations.”

He was speaking of the hard work involved by members of the board of
the Henteleff Park Foundation and all the volunteers who had helped make
the day such a success.

Over 150 people, including official representatives from the three levels
of government, First Nations and Metis People, and others, attended the
event on a pleasant, breezy afternoon.

Located along the banks of the Red River and Normand Creek in south St.
Vital at 1964 St. Mary’s Road, the 40 acre park– near the original homestead
of the Henteleff family – is, as a media handout stated, the place where nat-
ural splendour and “rich historical traditions thrive in perfect harmony.”

The Interpretive Centre features a curved stained wood Shelter Building
with display panels leading to a gravel circular pathway with additional
information panels, all-weather notebooks, bench seating and landscaping.
It took several months to build the structure, with funding coming from the
Province of Manitoba, City of Winnipeg, the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, the Winnipeg Foundation and personal donations from across
the country.

Display panels honour the major role played by First Nations and Metis
families in the area, as well as the history of market gardening in South St.
Vital, the Henteleff family story, and the contributions made by other
Jewish farm families in Manitoba in the progress of the community. There
is also a description of the natural landscape, including the plant and bird
species that dwell in the park.

“I admire Yude for creating this legacy for his family and the communi-
ty at large– and for persevering (to get it done),” attendee Chana Thau com-
mented after the official ceremony as people were milling about to have a
closer look at the Interpretive Centre.

City Councillor/Acting Deputy Mayor Janice Lukes, who represents
South Winnipeg-St. Norbert Ward, said the city embraces groups like the
Henteleff Foundation because they make it better for everyone.

“It’s one thing to be a volunteer,” she added. “But, Yude has been a
visionary. He’s inspired me and hundreds of volunteers. He’s been a
leader.”

In order to get the Interpretive Centre built, they had to deal with “an
unbelievable amount” of bureaucracy and red tape, Lukes said.

“We worked together to get this done,” she emphasized during an inter-
view following her speech at the opening ceremony. “I had tears in my eyes
when I walked in here. I know how hard it is to work with the city. But,
Yude doesn’t give up. It’s difficult being an agent of change. He’s trans-
formed this place. It connects through to a bigger trail network.”

She called the entire Henteleff Park “a gem” in the city’s trail system.
Likewise, Terry Duguid, M.P. for Winnipeg South, said the Interpretive

Centre and park is a wonderful tribute to the history of the area.
“The story of Manitoba is written here – the rich indigenous history, par-

ticularly the Metis Nation, and the immigrants who came to our shores,” he
elaborated. “They all came here to see a better life for themselves and their
families. That history is seen in the street signs of this area (Metis, Dutch
families and other ethnic groups), and, of course, this Henteleff Park.”

In her brief speech at the opening ceremony, Abby Morris, a board mem-
ber of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, called the park a tribute to a fam-
ily that has played a significant role in the development of the Jewish com-
munity of Winnipeg.

“The Henteleff family emigrated from Northern Ukraine to escape anti-
Semitism,” she said. “The family was among the first Jewish market gar-
deners in Western Canada. However, theirs is the unusual story of a Jewish
family that homesteaded here, on the banks of the river, on this very land
until 1967. “Few Jews had been allowed to own land in Eastern Europe. Of
those who emigrated here, only a tiny fraction turned to homesteading. To
homestead was fraught with obstacles. Without agricultural experience and
with precious little capital, many settlers last only a short time before mov-
ing on. But, others, like the Henteleffs, persevered and withstood the pri-
vations, the weather and hard work, and managed to build a successful life.
I applaud this legacy of the Henteleff Family and congratulate you on this
exceptional enterprise. Mazel Tov!”

While seated at a shaded picnic bench later, the 89-year-old Henteleff
said the park has two fundamental purposes: Firstly, to preserve and
enhance the natural state of the site.

“We’ve done that by an intensive program of reforestation,” he
explained, adding that, over the past 10-15 years, volunteers have planted
well over 5000 trees and shrubs of a great variety. “Ecosystems flourish
with diversity, and so that’s what we’ve done and will continue to do. In
order for people to enjoy it, we’ve established over three kilometres of
trails which circle all 40 acres of the park.”

Funds have also been raised to rehabilitate Normand Creek so that it can,
again, become a productive spawning creek for different types of fish,
Henteleff continued.

Completion of the Interpretive Centre has now helped preserve the social
history of the park and entire area for generations to come, he said.

“Whoever has been associated with this place, whether it’s the First
Nations, Metis people or the Henteleff family, and (other) Jewish farmers
(and other pioneering ethnic groups) in Manitoba, there’s always memo-
ries,” reflected Henteleff, who praised the many volunteers who have
helped make his dream a reality. “They came from every part of the world
to make this land all along the river a vegetable basket for Winnipeg. So,
it’s an important place for personal memories and for its history.”

The park, though, is still evolving.
“It will always be, as it should be, a work in progress,” Henteleff said.

“We have another project in mind, to develop a market garden demonstra-
tion project. Its purpose would be to inform those interested how best to
grow vegetables in their own backyard.”

He’s always looking ahead.
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Clarence Nepinak, Barbara Nepinak, Winnipeg South MP
Terry Duguid, Manitoba Sport, Culture and Heritage Minister
Rochelle Squires, Coun. Janice Lukes, Henteleff Park
Foundation president Saul Henteleff (rear), foundation presi-
dent emeritus Yude Henteleff and his family members take part
in the ribbon cutting. Martin Zeilig photo
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Chavurat Tefilah syn-
agogue dinner in
November 2014; and
at Mameloshen in
June 2015. We have a
couple of collages of
Jerry singing at events
which you can watch
on our website
(www.jewishpostand-
news.ca). The collage
of Jerry singing at the
Chavurat Tefilah
especially epitomizes
his ability to reach out
to his audience. It
encapsulates every-
thing that was marvel-
lous about his special
gifts that so resonated
with the Jewish com-
munity: his joy in
singing, his facility
with both Yiddish and
Hebrew, and his gor-
geous singing voice.

Over the years vari-
ous writers for our
paper wrote about
Jerry’s career, includ-
ing my brother Matt,
the late Gene Telpner,
Myron Love (quite
frequently) and, most
recently, Rebeca
Kuropatwa (in June
2015).

In August 2000,
when Jerry had just
begun working as the
sales and marketing
manager of the
Winnipeg Blue
Bombers, Myron
Love wrote about his new career:

“Jerry Maslowsky, who is well known in the Jewish community as an
entertainer, is lending his talent and experience to helping a Winnipeg insti-
tution get back on its feet financially. Last spring, he accepted a position as
sales and marketing manager for the financially troubled Winnipeg Blue
Bombers.

“ ‘I had been helping to develop the Bombers sales and marketing strat-
egy for this season as a volunteer since the beginning of the year,’ he says.
‘Once the board’s restructuring plan was in place, I was offered this posi-
tion.’

“For Maslowsky, this is the latest chapter in a long career in sales and
marketing. He started in the business with The Jewish Post as the advertis-
ing manager more than 20 years ago. He followed that with a six-year stint
as promotions manager at CKND TV, and eight years as director of mar-
keting and sports properties for CJOB. That is how he first came to know
Lyle Bauer, the new Bomber general manager: Bauer was assistant GM
back then. As well, in 1996, he was part of the Bombers’ Third and Long
marketing and fundraising campaign.

“For the last four and a half years, Maslowsky was vice-president of mar-
keting for the Pan American Games Committee. That job ended at the end
of 1999.

“ ‘I hope that with my experience in radio and television and with the Pan
Am Games, I can help the club,’ he says.”

In 2015 Rebeca Kuropatwa wrote about what turned out to be
Maslowsky’s final career move, as executive director of Variety, the chil-
dren’s charity:

“It was Jerry Maslowsky, Variety, the children’s charity’s current execu-
tive director’s goal when he returned to the organization, to reconnect the
charity with its roots in show business.

“Maslowsky’s connection to the charity began when he sang in the 1980s
on the Variety telethon. 

“Later, he spent some time selling ad space for The Jewish Post (which
became The Jewish Post & News in 1987), also sold ad time for CJOB, then
worked for about 15 years as the sales manager for the Blue Bombers. 

“ ‘And then the opportunity
with Variety came up,’ said
Maslowsky. ‘Through my

career even while at CJOB I still worked closely with Variety. We did
numerous events and promotions with them. And, as well, when I went to
the Blue Bombers, we created a lot of programs for Variety that I was
involved with on the Bombers side.’

“ ‘Variety’s mission statement is to meet the tangible needs of children
with all abilities. And by that it means every child has an ability; some chil-
dren’s abilities are different than others,’ Maslowsky says.

“Maslowsky decided to put together a gala that would bring out the kid
in all of us, and he felt there was no better way than the circus. So, he gath-
ered some local talent to donate their time and come together under the Big
Top.

“ ‘Turning frowns upside down was the theme of the event that happened
on May 9 (2015), said Maslowsky. ‘I wanted us to get back to that circus,
for it to be entertaining, and for people to come to an event where they
could see it through the eyes of kids.’ “

“Turning frowns upside down”…what better way is there to remember
someone who was first and foremost a fabulous entertainer, and who con-
tinued to bring joy to so many others, all the while remaining in Winnipeg
when no doubt someone of his great abilities and wonderful personality
could have made his mark in so many other places, had he chosen to do so.

At the celebration of life held in Jerry Maslowsky’s honour September 8,
attendees were asked, in lieu of flowers, to commemorate Jerry’s life by
making donations to the two causes which had figured prominently in
Jerry’s latter years: Variety, the Children’s Charity of Manitoba (variety-
manitoba.com) or the Never Alone Foundation (neveralonefoundation.ca).

For more on the celebration of life, see my Short Takes column on page
4.

Jerry with his long-time
accompanist Michael Ryczak,
whose name can also be seen
in the ad for “Special Blend”
on this page.

Jerry Maslowsky performing at the
Chavurat Tefilah dinner November
2014. Here he can be seen stroking
the cheek of Roz Silver. You can
watch a collage of Jerry performing
at that dinner on our website at
http://jewishpostandnews.ca.

The talented Maslowskys: Kenny (Maslow), Debbie, Jerry

In the 1980s Jerry Maslowsky was the lead
singer in the most popular Jewish  band on
the wedding and bar mitzvah circuit. The
above ad used to run regularly in The Jewish
Post, where Jerry first began his non-
enterainment working career as business
manager. 

Jerry Maslowsky
Continued from page 1.

An ad that used to run in The Jewish Post in
1983, when Jerry was business manager, and
Gail Frankel (now Cantor) first came on
board as a sales rep



We are seniors
More memories of Winnipeg Beach

I hadn’t intended to go back to the “Beach”, until
a very good friend of mine, Dr. Vid Persaud, men-
tioned that he had received a book titled Winnipeg
Beach, by Dale Barbour, and offered to lend it to
me for further research. It dealt with the period,
from 1900 to 1967.

“Winnipeg Beach was created by the C.P.R as a
tourist destination in 1901,” says the book.

“The Dance Hall and The Roller Coaster were
demolished in 1967...One of the distinctive attributes of Winnipeg Beach was
that it provided a place for Winnipeg’s Jewish Community to play at a time
when other resorts were keeping them out...The Empress Hotel, Winnipeg
Beach’s signature place to stay in the early decades of the 20th century, was
known for its lavish bar, but few, if any women would have gathered around
it.”

“It burned down in 1935, and never was replaced.”
One of the favorite pastimes for the young boys in the 1930s was watching

young girls parading down Prospect Street, which bordered Lake Winnipeg,
while consuming multiple bags of sunflower seeds. The same was true along
the boardwalk. Kelly’s Restaurant on Prospect was a great place to go for a
delicious bag of french fried potatoes or an ice cream cone. Streets like Oak,
Ash and Maple became familiar cottage locations, with spacious front and side
yards, big enough to play a game of croquet or fool around with a couple of
baseball gloves and a baseball.

Many of our parents would reserve a cottage for a few months in the sum-
mer, while the kids were out on vacation. The working fathers would visit the
family on weekends. Many of the cottages had spacious screened-in porches
where you could escape from the mosquitoes or fish flies or have an outdoor
picnic. 

Lake Winnipeg was a great place to cool off after a hot summer day. There
were nice sandy beaches, where you could set up a beach umbrella to escape
the blazing sun. Unfortunately, the entrance to the lake had a layer of gravel
which you had to traverse very carefully to get to the sandy bottom! You would
have to go out 30 or 40 yards to reach water that was up to your chest!

The downtown area and the boardwalk were a constant attraction for the
young boys and young girls. If nature called while you were downtown, you
would try to avoid the
public washrooms.
For the men and boys
it was one long room
with a bunch of toilet
seats lined up in a row
- no partitions!
Personally, I liked the
“airplane rides”,
where you could fly in
a circle in a make
believe aeroplane. The
roller coaster was wild
and wonderful, but a
little scary at times
The Winnipeg Beach
Theatre was popular
with second run
movies, but no air
conditioning! Of
course, you could
always try your luck at
the penny pitch,

An old lady was
standing at the railing
of a cruise ship, hold-
ing her hat tightly so
that it wouldn’t blow
off in the wind. 

A gent approached
her and said. “Your
dress is blowing up
high in the wind.”.

She replied “I need
both hands to hold on
to this hat.”

“But surely you
know that your private
parts, are exposed.” 

She replied
“Anything you see
down there is 85 years
old, I bought this hat
yesterday.”

Workshop inspires people to volunteer
Award-winning author and TEDx speaker Dapha Michaelson Jenet,

who inspires people to volunteer will be the keynote speaker at the 2016
Triennial Convention of the National Council of Jewish Women of
Canada (NCJWC) on Sunday, September 18 in Winnipeg. The event,
from 1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue, 561
Wellington Crescent, will be free to members and open to students for
$10 and the public for $18. Register online at
https://ncjwcworkshop.eventbrite.ca or purchase tickets at the door.

Daphna Michaelson is the founder and president of “50 in 52 Journey”,
a project where she travelled to 50 U.S. states and Washington D.C. to
meet people, from 8 to 90, who came up with ideas to solve problems in
their community. She uses their stories to empower people to volunteer
and take action on a problem in their community.

At the convention from September 17 to 19, NCJWC will review major
national initiatives and have a section interchange. The initiatives include
human trafficking, organ and tissue donation, advocating against child
poverty, and lobbying the federal government to prevent discrimination
against those who have been tested for genetic disorders. The organiza-
tion also supports a project in Israel, Aluma, which provides family coun-
selling.

For more information
call Sharon Allentuck at 204-488-7264
President NCJWC
To Contact 
Dafna Michaelson Jenet
1-303-906-9988
Michael@journeyinstitute.org wwwjourneyinstitute.org
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Camp Massad’s unique alternative Rosh
Hashanah service celebrates 20th anniversary

What started out as an informal gathering of a small group of family and
friends on Rosh Hashanah has evolved into one of the Winnipeg Jewish
community’s most anticipated and beloved High Holiday services. That
service is the Camp Massad  alternative Rosh Hashanah service, which
annually takes place at the Winnipeg Beach camp site on the second day
of Rosh Hashanah. This year marks the 20th anniversary of that service.

The service, which occurs this year on Tuesday, October 4 from 10:30
to 1:00, is an informal, interactive, inspiring, fun and family-friendly ser-
vice led by Jewish community members and former Massad staff - Leah
Braemer, Miriam Baron and Shelley Werner, accompanied by the Camp
Massad Alumni Choir. The service incorporates prayer, interpretive read-
ings, reflections, shtick, shofar blowing, songs and Slichot, while empha-
sizing the key holiday messages of atonement and renewal in a safe and
inclusive space. 

In commemoration of the event’s 20th anniversary, the service this year
will feature a new Machzor, or prayer book, and the traditional light
kosher lunch, or Kiddush, that follows the service will be generously
sponsored by Gunn’s Bakery. 

Everyone is welcome to attend the service, although advanced registra-
tion is required. This registration must be completed on line at
www.campmassad.ca by September 19. Tickets are $54 for adults and
$18 for children 13 and under. Those registering for the service can also
choose to sponsor a new Machzor for $18, and have it inscribed with a
personal in memoriam or in honour of message. Prayer book sponsor-
ships will also be available through the Camp Massad online store.

Talmud Torah high holiday services
Do you want to have a blast this Rosh Hashanah/Yom Kippur? Come

and join us at the Talmud Torah - Beth Jacob Synagogue 1525 Main
Street Winnipeg. This year, Cantor Richard Wood of Vancouver will con-
duct the services for the High Holidays. Students are welcome free of
charge. We are wheelchair accessible. For seats, please call Miriam at
(204)582-6685.

Richard was born and raised in Brighton, England together with his five
brothers. As a teenager, he regularly read the Torah and acted as the
Shaliach Tzibbur in the famed Middle Street Synagogue. He started offi-
ciating for the High Holidays at the age of 18 and has led services at syn-
agogues throughout the U.K. and North America. He has a tenor voice
and uses a more traditional style of chazzanus. He lives with his family
in Vancouver, B.C. where he works as the Executive Director of BC
Kosher.

Selichot services will be at Midnight, Saturday, September 24 and will
be conducted by Dr. Michael Eskin. Refreshments at 11:30 p.m.

By

HARRY WARREN



New children’s book from Elaine Sharfe
recalls her father, the late Ed Vickar

Submitted by
ELAINE SHARFE

MY GOOD
FRIEND GRANDPA
is about the relation-
ship between a
grandfather and his
grandson. 

In just a few pages
we see their friend-
ship growing as the
two share common
interests and activi-
ties. 

Sadly, Grandpa Ed
(as he is called in the
book) becomes ill,
but that doesn’t stop
Noah from finding
meaningful ways to
maintain their connection.

The story, though fiction, has some truth
to it. Grandpa Ed is my father, and Noah is
my grandson. 

I chose to use Noah as the grandson
because of the unique relationship he had
with my father. 

When my father was confined to bed –
for the last few years of his life – Noah
was the grandson who went willingly into
the bedroom to chat with my father – even
if the conversation was only a dialogue on
Noah’s part. 

And Noah, along with my other grandchildren, did share some of the
beach activities that are described in the book. Treating his grandchildren
to an ice cream cone at the lake was definitely part of the summer ritual
– along with cutting the grass.

When I found the illustrator I wanted to work with, I sent her photos of
Noah and my father. 

While she wasn’t able to capture any likeness to my grandson, there are
definitely some images that bear some resemblance to my father – even
if only I can see them.

I come from a family of story tellers. My maternal grandmother wove
stories for her grandchildren, as did my mother. When I started to make
up stories for my grandchildren, my daughters encouraged me to put
them into print. 

It has taken me a while to follow that advice. 
MY GOOD FRIEND GRANDPA is my second illustrated book. There

will be another one coming out next spring.
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A poetic exploration of Judaism by 2016
Griffin Poetry Award finalist Per K. Brask

– on sale until September 30, 2016
Submitted by Fictive Press,
Gabriola Island, BC– Fictive
Press is pleased to offer Per K.
Brask’s newest poetry collec-
tion, The Tzaddik and other
poems, at a special pre-release
discount of up to 44%. Offer
expires September 30, 2016.

Until the official release date
of September 30, 2016, The
Tzaddik and other poems is
available for online order in
trade paperback (print on
demand: $8.99 CDN, regular
$14.99 CDN), ePub and
Kindle formats ($4.99 US,
regular $8.99 US), directly
from FictivePress.com.

A Jew by conviction, not
birth, Per K. Brask is fascinat-
ed with the conversation that
Jews have had down through
the ages about life and God
and about what humans owe to
each other and to God. 

In his third poetry collection published by
Fictive Press, Brask explores his experience
growing into Judaism through 32 accessible
and insightful poems.

Per K. Brask is an accomplished poet, dra-
maturge and author. His co-translation with
Patrick Friesen of Ulrikka S. Gernes’s
Frayed Opus for Strings & Wind
Instruments was short-listed for the 2016
Griffin Poetry Prize. 

Fictive Press has also published two other
poetry collections by Brask, A Spectator
and Above Palm Canyon and Other Places
in the Mind, and his translations of Danish
thinker Andreas Simonsen’s Foundational Thoughts in Judaism and The
Laws of Life: An exploration of fundamental problems in ethics. A third
Simonsen translation is forthcoming. A more detailed biography of Per
K. Brask is at http://fictivepress.com/per-brask.htm

Fictive Press has published 13 titles since 2012, including 2014
National Jewish Book Awards finalist Tucson Jo, an historical novel by
international bestselling author Carol Matas (Per K. Brask’s wife).

ELAINE SHARFE

PER K. BRASK

In life you can either laugh or you can cry. I
don’t know who first made that statement, but
stand-up comedy has definitely helped me face
my challenges and defuse their power over me
by making them something that I can laugh at. 

For instance, I used to be upset about getting
picked last in gym class so I wrote a joke about
it. I used to be upset about having Asperger’s

and really unable to come to terms with it, so I started writing jokes about
it. 

“When I was 12 my mother told me that I was autistic so I thought that
meant I was predisposed to being an ‘autist’.” In fact, facing my chal-
lenges through stand-up comedy has led to two Fringe shows: “Aspergers:
a tale of a social misfit” and “Aspergers: a misfit at work”.

Comedy has really been an amazing gift to me and it is something that I
want to share. I want to help other people face their challenges head-on by
being able to make jokes and laugh about them. 

Therefore, I am starting up comedy workshops, with the first one on
October 24th for other people on the autism spectrum, 16 years and older. 

I eventually want to open these workshops for more people and more
age groups, but, everyone has to start somewhere and this is where I am
starting. 

The workshops will be held at the Manitoba Writer’s guild, which is
housed with other art groups in the Cinematheque building in the
Exchange, 100 Arthur Street, from 7-8 pm. 

People on the autism spectrum can sign up for this workshop by email-
ing me at adammlis23@ gmail.com . Anyone interested can email me at
that address to get on the list for future workshops. 

The first set of workshops will be capped at 12 twelve people so that
everyone participating can get  attention. Anyone interested should contact
me immediately before the class fills up. Also, if you know of anyone who
you think might be interested in attending this workshop, please have them
contact me.

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

Confronting your challenges head-on through stand-up comedy

Ed. note: We receive many requests from authors and publishers to
publicize their works. We always give preference to Jewish writers who
have some sort of Winnipeg connection. On this page we present blurbs
about new books sent to us either by the author herself (Elaine Sharfe)
or the publisher (Fictive Press). If you have a book you would like us to
publicize, please contact us.
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Former Winnipegger Steven London finds 
success with funny, albeit crude, children’s series 

By 
BERNIE BELLAN

In our July 6 issue I
wrote a story about
the success local
authors have been
enjoying with self-
published books. In
that story I mentioned
though that Chapters
does not promote self-
published books. I
noted that McNally
Robinson, however,
regularly promotes
self-published titles.

That prompted an
email some time back
from Steven London,
formerly of Winnipeg,
now of Toronto, who
wrote: “We were back
in Winnipeg (numer-
ous times) over the
summer as my three
kids still attend BB
Camp (we live in
Toronto). While read-
ing the Jewish Post at
my parents’ house I
was interested to read your article on local self-published authors who have
been successful launching books at McNally Robinson. As a self-published
author, I was really happy to read about their success.

“One comment I would make is in respect of your point that Chapters
doesn’t support self-published authors. In my case, over the past two sum-
mers I’ve had seven very successful events at Chapters stores throughout
the GTA. In all cases, they were very active in advertising the events in
advance, creating marketing material, etc. Chapters in the GTA has also
been extremely supportive beyond the in-store events, putting both of my
books on the shelf (which is not common for self-published titles). 

“As an aside, my series (The Inconceivable Adventures of Cabbage Boy)
is continuing to gain recognition, and is now available through Walmart’s
website. It’s always fun for me to recount the evolution of The
Inconceivable Adventures of Cabbage Boy. Thanks for the interest.”

Steven’s email led me to ask him to provide some more details about his
book series. Here’s what he wrote in response:

“It started as a story I wrote for my kids back in 2009, and my intended
audience didn’t go beyond Matthew, Maya and Michael (then 10, 8 and 3).
I had always enjoyed creative writing but as a corporate lawyer, I didn’t
really have any opportunities that satisfied that interest. So, coming up with
something that I thought was funny and that my kids enjoyed was enough
for me. 

“The story is set in an imaginary town called Woobegoon, and it draws
many ideas from my childhood; for example, Prico Hill plays a very impor-
tant role. If you grew up in the north end, at some point you may have taken
your bike down the Leila railroad tracks and ended up at Prico Hill. The
main concept behind the series is that Ralph Spitzle, a nine year old, gains
the power of super farts and does battle with super villains. The main vil-
lain is the Cabbage Roller, and he has the power to control cabbage rolls.
Yes, it is very silly but intended for the 7 to 11 crowd who think that farts
and superheros are awesome. It will not win a Giller Prize but it will make
kids laugh. 

“Fast forward to 2012. We had moved from Winnipeg to Calgary in 2010
(I was a partner at Dentons developing an investment funds practice at the
firm). I was chatting with a colleague one day who told me about a book
he had written and was planning to self-publish. I started doing some
research into self-publishing and reached out to FriesenPress. A friend had
recommended them and I was comforted by the fact they were part of the
Friesen group (from Altona). The reason I thought I would try self-pub-
lishing was my expectation that it was highly unlikely I could crack the
book market any other way, given that I was an unknown. I wanted to try
in the first place because I felt that the market could use another fun series
to help draw kids away from the digital world. 

“After much back and forth with Friesens, the first book in the series (In
the Beginning) was released in July 2013. Working on the project in my
off-hours (after work and after the kids were in bed), I developed a mar-
keting plan. “Over the course of 2014, I continued pushing for exposure,
and at the same time, was emboldened by the success of Book #1 - whicled
me to start to work on Book #2 (The Battle for Prico Hill). The book
launched in December 2014. me some great feedback.

“Currently, I have finished writing Book #3 (The Rise of the Cabbage
Roller) and am working on the illustration map. Book #3 is longer than the
first two in the series (on the premise that I want the series to grow with its
fans).

“In addition to being available at Chapters and through Amazon, as well
as a multitude of other on-line book stores, I was thrilled to see that the first
two books are now available on-line through WALMART. That made my
day when I found out. 

“You can also buy them on-line through McNally Robinson. They did
sell some off the shelf, but they only accept consignment sales, which isn’t
appealing to me. 

“I really enjoy working on the series. It gives me a lot of joy to know that
I’m making little kids laugh. I also really enjoy spending time chatting
about the series with my son Michael, who is almost 10 and who gives me
amazing ideas about characters and events for future stories.

“My next event is the Word on the Street festival in Toronto on
September 25 at the Harbourfront Centre; around 200,000 people are
expected to be in attendance. I’m quite excited about the exposure it will
bring.

“More information about the series can be found at
www.cabbageboy.com.”

Steven London is married to Leah Craven, also formerly of Winnipeg.
Leah is the Case Law Editor for the Thompson Reuters Law Times, and
provides product development services for Carswell.

Corporate lawyer by day, children’s author
by night,  Steven London has found great suc-
cess appealling to a typical 7-11 year old’s
crude sense of humour.

US court dismisses $655M PLO verdict for attacks 
that harmed Americans in Israel

(JTA) – A U.S. court canceled a $655.5 million verdict against the
Palestine Liberation Organization and the Palestinian Authority in a case
brought by American families of victims of terrorist attacks that occurred
in Israel in the early 2000s. 

While acknowledging the “unquestionably horrific” nature of the attacks,
which killed 33, including several Americans, and wounded over 450, the
appeals court voted 3-0 to cancel a lower court’s 2015 verdict, ordering the
lawsuit to be dismissed. 

The court said it did not have jurisdiction in the case, since the attacks
occurred outside the country and did not specifically target Americans,
Reuters reported Aug. 31. 

The offices held by Palestinian Authority and PLO in the U.S. were not
enough to give it jurisdiction in the case, wrote Judge John Koeltl of the
2nd U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in Manhattan, according to Reuters. 

The plaintiffs, families of victims injured in six terror attacks that
occurred in Israel in 2002-04, argued that the late PLO Chairman Yassir
Arafat had paid attackers and their families. 

They were suing under the Anti-Terrorism Act, which allows American
victims of international terror attacks to sue for damages in the U.S. 

“The very terrorists who prompted the law have now hidden behind the
U.S. Constitution to avoid responsibility for their crimes,” said Kent
Yalowitz, a lawyer for the families, according to Reuters. “This cruel deci-
sion must be corrected so that these families may receive justice.” 

Jewish British lawmaker under police 
protection following anti-Semitic death threat

(JTA) – A Jewish member of the British Parliament was put under police
protection following an anti-Semitic death threat on Facebook. 

The message from July repeatedly called Ruth Smeeth a “Yid” and said
“the gallows would be a fine and fitting place” for the Labour Party law-
maker to “swing from,” the Jewish Chronicle reported last week. It also
expressed strong support for Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, who is in an
election battle to remain in his post. 

Smeeth, 37, told the British media that she holds Corbyn personally
responsible for the actions of his supporters. 

“I expect Jeremy to show true leadership, which means calling out indi-
viduals at times by name to say what they are doing it is unacceptable,” she
told the British Sun newspaper last week. “He must stand up and say
enough is enough, and he has done nowhere near enough yet.” 

Smeeth, who represents a district in Stoke-on-Trent, the largest city in
western England’s Staffordshire County, reportedly has received 25,000
abusive or anti-Semitic posts. She had panic buttons and CCTV surveil-
lance cameras installed in her home, the Chronicle reported. 

Corbyn, who has called Hezbollah and Hamas “friends,” has been
accused of fostering an atmosphere of anti-Semitism in the Labour Party. 

According to the BBC, the threat to Smeeth was issued soon after she
fled the launch of Labour’s report into anti-Semitism in tears after being
accused by an activist of colluding with the right-wing press. 
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Rabbi’s message

The High Holiday season begins with the incep-
tion of the month of Elul. Forty days before the fes-
tival of Rosh Hashanah we begin our preparations.
What makes the month of Elul so special? 

In his Compendium of Jewish law (“OH” 581),
the Tur explains that it was on the first day of Elul
that Moses ascended the mountain to receive the
second Luhot Haberit. Forty days earlier, on the
17th day of the month of Tammuz, Moses descend-
ed the mountain with the first Tablets. He was
filled with excitement as he approached the nation,
readying himself to give them G-d’s law. But
everything came shattering down when, instead of
finding an awe inspired nation waiting impatiently
for the Tablets, he found them dancing in a frenzy
around the Golden Calf. It was the ultimate

moment of betrayal. 
Forty days later on the first day of Elul, Moses once again ascended the

mountain to receive the second Tablets of the Law. He would remain atop
the mountain for another forty days, descending on Yom Kippur to give the
nation the new Tablets. 

It is intriguing to imagine what was going on between Moses and G-d
during those forty days from the first day of Elul to Yom Kippur. What
could Moses say to G-d after such betrayal? Our rabbis explain that he was
steeped in prayer, relentlessly asking G-d to forgive the Jewish people. G-
d’s wrath was great but Moses persevered, and finally prevailed at the end
of the forty days on Yom Kippur. G-d forgave the Jewish nation and agreed
to begin anew. 

The message for all of us is a great one. The month of Elul begins a new
page in the relationship between G-d and the Jewish people. It is a time of
love and compassion. It is a time of renewed trust. It teaches us that we can
rebuild relationships even after they have been seriously challenged. It
teaches us that there is a time to mend even when the pain runs deep. It
teaches us that even after betrayal there can be love and reconciliation. It
teaches us to never lose hope.

Our rabbis in the Talmud (“Rosh Hashanah” 10b) explain that on the first

day of Tishrei, on Rosh Hashanah, Joseph, the forsaken son of Jacob was
freed from an Egyptian prison. He had been betrayed by his brothers,
thrown into a pit filled with snakes and scorpions, sold into Egyptian slav-
ery, and imprisoned for a crime he did not commit. Who would have
blamed him had he later taken revenge against his brothers? Yet he chose
to forgive, he chose to let go of the past and forge a new relationship of love
and trust with his brothers. When he emerged from that pit on Rosh
Hashanah, he resolved to put the past behind and find the inner strength and
courage to forgive and start anew. Joseph becomes the model of what we
must strive for during the month of Elul.

Dear friends, there is too much hatred and jealousy in our world. It is easy
to live in anger and hang on to the slightest injustices. Elul and the High
Holidays teach us that we must learn to forgive. The month of Elul, which
ushers in the High Holiday season, teaches us that even when our relation-
ships are seriously challenged we can rebuild them with trust, compassion,
and love. 
Wishing you all a Shana Tova,
Rabbi Yosef Benarroch
Adas Yeshurun Herzlia 
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A time to forgive

RABBI YOSEF
BENARROCH

German ‘Nazi grandma’ again sentenced
to prison for Holocaust denial

(JTA) – An 87-year-old German woman dubbed the “Nazi grandma” was
sentenced to a second jail term in less than a year for Holocaust denial. 

Ursula Haverbeck was sentenced last Friday by a court in Detmold in
northeastern Germany to eight months in jail on charges of sedition, the
German Deutsche Welle news service reported. 

Haverbeck claimed that Jews were never exterminated in Auschwitz. She
reportedly made more offensive comments in the courtroom. 

Haverbeck wrote a letter to Detmold’s mayor, Rainer Heller, saying it
was “clearly recognizable” that Auschwitz was just a labor camp. She
wrote her during the trial in a Detmold court of Reinhold Hanning, a for-
mer guard who served at the Auschwitz concentration camp and who was
found guilty of being an accessory to the murder of 170,000 people, most-
ly Jews, there. 

She will appeal her jail sentence, Deutsche Welle reported. 



were headed to a third and deciding game.
Game three started slowly, but the

Swingers, behind some solid pitching
early on and some very strong hitting took

a commanding lead over the Gboys. 
The Gboys did manage to mount a small rally in the later innings, but by

then the game was far out of reach. Despite the 26-18 final score the Gboys
were never really in the game but for a brief shining moment. Jason
Lichtman, the captain of the Swingers, had finally done what he had been
talking about for years and that was making a trip back to the finals.

So the finals were set: It would be the Swingers versus the House - the
Swingers looking to win for the first time since 2010, and the House look-
ing to win for the third time in five years after the Sweepers interrupted
their talk of a dynasty in 2014. For the record, I’m not sure one can claim
a dynasty with three championships in five years if there is another team
with two in those five years, but hey- one can dream.

Game one of the finals was on another windy night at Red River College
Field and both teams could not make a play or stop hitting the ball. When
it was all over the Swingers had emerged with a 34-26 victory in, believe
it or not: five innings, as the sunshine vanished! The Swingers were now
one game away from the championship and the House, who had to use their
fourth string pitcher in game one, as Richard Hechter was rolling the dice
in Vegas (Who takes a holiday in the finals?), had their backs against the
wall.

Game two would prove to be a different story. The House brought up
Gary Minuk from the senior league and, behind his all-star pitching, con-
tinued to batter Swinger pitching. They played solid defense and went on
to mercy the Swingers 23-8, tying the series at one game apiece heading to
another deciding game three.

The House must have been very confident with the return of their all-star
pitcher Richard Hechter, but the Swingers not so much, as they were miss-
ing their starting shortstop and a couple of outfielders - not to mention two
of their players were also hobbled by leg injuries heading into game three. 

The Swingers’ captain Jason Lichtman now had a tough decision to
make: Which of his three pitchers to start? Despite the fact they were in the
finals and heading to a game three they had a team e.r.a. of 23.20 and had
yet to stop anyone from scoring.

Game three was over pretty quickly as, once Richard Hechter stepped on

the mound the Swingers had no answers for his slider. The House put up a
five spot early on and the Swingers could never really shut the House
down, nor plate a big inning. When all was said and done the House had
claimed their third championship in the last five years with a dominating
23-7 win. 

My congratulations to the House on a job very well done. After what was
an ordinary regular season they managed to follow it up with a dominating
post-season and prove, once again, that anything can happen and often does
in the WJMBL.

A few questions linger for 2017:
1) Will we see the return of The Big Red Machine?
2) Will the Swingers go to a four man rotation? 
3) Will the House claim their fourth championship in six years, so we

then can put the House and dynasty in the same sentence?
4) Will the Gloverboys ever finish off a series after taking a one game

lead?
5) Will the Diamonds return to their 2015 form or remain the

Diamonds of old?
6) Will the Hammers win three games in one year and, if so, will we

hear cries of “Break Up The Hammers”?

The following were the awards handed out:
Earl Barish Championship Trophy-House of Ashkenazie
Jack Koffman Trophy-Sweepers (first place in the regular season)
Trevor Paul Trophy - Jason Lichtman (sportsmanship/attendance/dedica-

tion to his team/league)
Richard Tapper Trophy - Joel Samphir (spirit/enthusiasm/commitment to

his team/league)
David Guttman Award - Darren Elkin (dedication and commitment to the

league for many years)
As always, a special thank you to league commissioner Shael Glesby for

all his hard work, and to Garth Nemy for keeping the Facebook page up
and running, schedule making and for coming out to watch the playoffs. As
well - to Don Smart, our chief umpire and to all his crew for making this
year another successful year in the WJMBL.
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Hebrew U professors win prestigious 
Columbia science prize

(JTA) – Two Hebrew University of Jerusalem professors seen
as pioneers in the field of epigenetics were honored with an
award often seen as a precursor to a Nobel Prize.

Howard Cedar and Aharon Razin have received Columbia
University’s 2016 Horwitz Prize, the New York City school
announced on Tuesday. Gary Felsenfeld of the National Institutes
of Health in Bethesda, Maryland, also was awarded the prize.

Forty-three previous Horwitz Prize winners have gone on to
win the Nobel.

Cedar and Razin’s work has strongly influenced epigenetics,
the study of how organisms change by altering gene expression
and not genetic code.

Felsenfeld’s research has helped explain how chromatin, a
combination of DNA and proteins, regulates gene expression.

“These three scientists have advanced our understanding of
how gene regulation works and what happens when the process-
es go wrong,” Lee Goldman, chief executive of Columbia
University Medical Center, said in a news release. “These are
fundamental medical discoveries that may lead to innovative
treatments for a range of diseases.”



26 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 14, 2016

OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net

MEMORIAMS WEEK OF
SEPT.  14

DAVE SILVER
With great sadness, we

announce that on Thurs-
day, August 18, 2016
Dave Silver passed away
at Grace Hospital at 94
years of age.

Dave was born in
Komarno, MB, to the late
Moishe and Dina Silver.
He was predeceased by
his wife Gertie, his sib-
lings Michael (Ruth),
Abram (Kitty), Pearl,
Sarah (Fred Kravetsky)
and Saul (Betty) and his
son Ron Silver.

Lovingly remembered by his daughters Barbara
(Harry Jerome) and Carol (Sid Tolchinsky) and daugh-
ter-in-law Rita, his grandchildren Norman (Heather),
Shane (Mara), Michael (Yael), Avi (Kelly), Marshall,
Daniel (Alisa), Jeffrey (Jenny) and Debra and his
great-grandchildren who will soon number 13. Dave
will also be remembered by his numerous nieces and
nephews and extended family who all thought of him
as a father figure.

After graduating high school he joined the Canadian
Air Force, serving as a pilot during the Second World
War. He met his wife, Gertie, in high school and they
were married on February 24, 1946. As companions
and best friends, they travelled the world and enjoyed
their time together wintering in Florida.

After the war, he became an electrical contractor. He
retired at 72 but continued to demonstrate his work
ethic and generosity by giving his time as a handyman.
He was known for being able to fix anything and was
relied upon by friends and family for his skills and
guidance into his 90s. Education was of such impor-
tance to him that he taught himself calculus and physics
so he could tutor his children and extended family.

A loving husband and father, Dave could always be
counted on for encouragement, support or a good joke.
Dave and Gertie instilled the importance of family and
unity to their children and grandchildren. The annual
Silver / Kravetsky family picnic, now running for
almost 40 years, will continue to be a tradition because
of their influence.

Dave had many circles of friends, some of whom he
travelled with or played cards with for over 60 years.
His life was a monument to loyalty, hard work, support
of family and individual selflessness.

The family thanks Dr. Hayward and the staff at the
Shaftesbury Retirement Residence and Grace Hospital
for their compassion and care. Special thanks to the
grandchildren, nieces and nephews who supported him
whenever he needed it.

Dave’s funeral was held on Sunday, August 21, 2016
at the Congregation Etz Chayim. Interment was at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park. Rabbi Larry Lander offici-
ated.

Donations may be made to the charity of your choice. — Ever remembered by your children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LEIBLE ANTEL
August 11, 1987
16 Days in Av

VITTEL ANTEL
September 27, 1987

4 Days in Tishrei

who passed away

In Memoriam

MORRIS
LIBERMAN

In loving memory of our dear mother and father

MARY (Mishke)
LIBERMAN

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by their children and
grandchildren.

who passed away
August 25, 1988
12 Days in Elul

who passed away
September 4, 1980

23 Days in Elul

DAVID YOUSSIEM

With deep sadness, love
and respect, we announce
the passing of David
Youssiem, age 59, on
August 9, 2016 at our
home surrounded by his
adoring family.

David was the amazing
husband of Shelley
Garfield and the
incredible father of
Lauren and Ashley
Youssiem. We will

always cherish all our wonderful memories with him.
He will also be sadly missed and always remembered

by his father, Saul Youssiem (Sandy), sisters Rhonda
Youssiem (Chris) and Cara Paiuk (Alex), mother-in-
law, Susan Garfield and brothers-in law and sisters in-
law David and Carole Garfield and Gail and David
Halbrich and their families as well as his many friends.
David was predeceased by his mother, Sybil (Bubbles)
Youssiem and his father-in-law, Harry Garfield.

David was born in Winnipeg where he lived his life
to the fullest. David and Shelley shared over 33
wonderful years together and were always a team. His
family came first before anything and there was nothing
he wouldn’t do for Shell and his girls. He worked so
hard to make sure they had everything they needed. He
taught his kids about hard work and not to take things
for granted. He provided the tools necessary so Lauren
and Ashley could be independent and successful adults.
He told them that what most mattered to him was that
they always try to do their best at everything and to be
nice to everyone. He was so incredibly proud of all their
many accomplishments.

David loved his work throughout his 40 years in the
car business. He thrived on being busy and helping
people purchase their dream car. Whether he was
selling it himself, doing the lease or finance part of the
deal or after sale assistance, he put everything he had in
making it the best experience. His work ethic was
second to none. He worked at Holiday Chev, Jim
Gauthier, Eastwood Jeep Eagle, Eastwood Chrysler
Jeep, various other car ventures and lastly at Winnipeg
Dodge. He was well respected by everyone who knew
him. He made so many great friends during this time
and kept up his relationships with so many of them.

David had the most wonderful family and friends
who were always there for him and he knew it. His
attitude during his illness was incredible. He was
always positive and hopeful. He was so fortunate to
have the opportunity to say goodbye individually to all
the important people in his life despite it being so
emotional for him. His only concern was for his family.
He was the most brave, loving, and thoughtful husband,
father and friend.

Thank you to everyone who provided such loving
support to David and his family throughout such a
challenging time. Also thank you to Meghan, Cheryl
and the team at CancerCare Manitoba, and Mary,
Trish, Sean, Dr. Joanna Webb and Dr. Bruce Martin of
the palliative care program.

David’s funeral was held on August 11, 2016.
Pallbearers were his extraordinary friends, Bob Brown,
Joey Pollock, Marve Kraut, Howard Ackman, Eric
Vickar, Marc Kipnes, Wayne Vickar and Manny Sousa.

The “David Youssiem Memorial Fund” has been set
up at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba (204-477-
7520) for those wishing to honour him in this way or to
a charity of choice.

David will be in our hearts forever. Good night, love
you, sweet dreams and see you tomorrow.

RUBIN MAYER
July 04, 1929 – August 20, 2016

Suddenly with family
by his side, Rubin passed
away at the Seven Oaks
Hospital at the age of 87,
after suffering with
C.O.P.D and Dementia
for many years. Rubin is
survived by his beloved
wife of 66 years, Clara,
children Faye Kozuska,
Norman (Debra), Sam,
grandchildren Rachel,
David (Mia), Matthew,
Jesse (Katrina), Seth,
Marlee, Danelle and
grea t -grandchi ldren
Terek, Calista and Oliver,

as well as many nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his parents, Max and Rachelle and his sisters,
Sara and Hannah, and son-in-law Garry Kozuska.

Rubin was born in Romania (Orea) and survived the
Holocaust, arriving in the new state of Israel in time to
defend his kibbutz and join the Haganah. He fought in
both the War of Independence and the Suez-Sinai
Campaign. Rubin met his wife Clara in Israel and
married there before immigrating to Canada in 1960. In
Canada Rubin worked hard to support his family in a
number of occupations including as a bus driver for
Metro Transit, owning and operating the Hilton Res-
taurant, Rubin’s Deli, and the restaurant at the YMHA.
Rubin also did volunteer work for the Rainbow Soci-
ety, cheering up sick children at the hospitals. Rubin
was full of life and loved dancing, fishing, painting and
sculpting. The family appreciates the support provided
to Rubin by his caregivers: JCFS, Dr. S. Choy and
Mohammad Kamara.

The funeral was held August 23rd, 2016 at the Etz
Chayim synagogue with interment at the Bnay Abraham
cemetery. His grandchildren honoured him by serving
as his pallbearers.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. HENRY
FAINTUCH
who passed away

September 18, 2000
18 Days in Elul, 5760

Always inspiring
Always loving

Never forgotten
by his children

and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RUBY
HOFFMAN
who passed away

September 17, 2005
13 Days in Elul

You are always on our minds
and forever in our hearts

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DINA KAPLAN
who passed away

September 16, 1989
17 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLOTTE
KARR

who passed away
September 12, 2008

12 Days in Elul
— With fondest memories of a
wonderful life.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL
KORMAN
who passed away
September 5, 1974

18 Days in Elul
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by his loving family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH
LABOVITCH

who passed away
September 15, 1959

12 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving sons Irvin
and Max, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

57th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IZZY LANK
who passed away
August 28, 1961
16 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his sons and family.

2nd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JACK YALE
PIERCE

who passed away
September 10, 2014

15 days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his sisters and
family.

18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ABIE
ROSENBERG

who passed away
September 6, 1998

16 Days in Elul
Absent from our lives
Forever in our hearts
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by Pearl,
Brenda, Michelle z’l, Cindy,
Naomi z’l and their families.

In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BERY
ROSENBLOOM

who passed away
August 27, 2010

17 Elul
Always in our hearts.
— Sadly missed by his wife
Sally, children: Morley, Mary
Ann, Judy and Mark.
Grandchildren: Tobi, Ben,
Dan, David, Erin, Naomi and
great-granddaughter, Anne.

In loving memory of

BERTHA
SCHWARTZ
the loving wife of the
Late Harry Schwartz

who passed away
September 6, 2009

17 days in Elul
You live on in our memory
and in our hearts forever.

— Sadly missed by her sons,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
our dear father,
grandfather, and
great-grandfather

BERNARD
SHIBOU

who passed away
August 12, 1984
14 Days in Av

In loving memory of
our dear mother,
grandmother, and
great-grandmother

SOPHIE
SHIBOU

who passed away
August 6, 2002
28 Days in Av

You are loved and missed every day.
—Your children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD
SHUKSTER

who passed away
September 18, 2002

"All our Love"
"All our Life"
and forever

— Your precious family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CLARA
SAPERSTEIN

who passed away
August 24, 1991
13 Days in Elul

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MONA SLOTIN
who passed away

September 22, 1992
24 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered by her
sons, daughter, daughters-in-
law, grandchildren, family and
friends.

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

COOKIE
(AMELIA)

ISENBERG
who passed away

September 25, 2005
21 Days in Elul

Mom you are always on our
minds and forever in our hearts.
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
husband, father and

grandfather

ASCHER (RICK)
SOLOMON

who passed away
September 20, 2003

23 Days in Elul
We miss you more and more
each day
The pain in our heart is hard to
heal but for all the beautiful
memories and love you gave
us, you will be with us forever.
— Your wife Rica, son Noel
(Andie), Rachel Alexa and Eli,
daughter Carole (David), Hart
and Matthew.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC
JESIERSKI

who passed away
September 19, 2008

19 Days in Elul
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother &

great-grandmother

MRS. MARY
ROSE KLEIMAN

who passed away
August 31, 1964
22 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HARRY

KNELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 1983

24 Days in Elul
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROCHEL DINAH
(RUTH)

LABOVITCH A”H
who passed away

23 Elul 5771
September 22, 2011

— Remembered always and
greatly missed, she will be in
our hearts forever.
   Her  husband Irvin ,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister
Susan and family.

5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HEATHER
LAUREN
LEVINE

who passed away
September 6, 2012

19 Days in Elul
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her mother
Penny Rossman, sister  Robyn,
niece Savanna and nephew
Riley.

In Memoriam
13th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD H.
MOSTOW

Oct. 4, 1925 - Sept. 21, 2003
Such a Mensch!
Alive in our hearts forever.
We love you and miss you
—  Your wife Lillian, children,
grandchildren, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID RUBIN
who passed away
September 3, 2010

24 Days in Elul
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by brother
Harold, sister-in-law Sandra,
sister Lillian and brother-in-
law Jordan Cohen and
families.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL WISE
who passed away

September 18, 2006
26 days in Elul

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by wife Marion;
children Elaine and Francine;
grandsons Nathan, David,
Jonathan, and Joshua; and
family.

11th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL
GUTKIN

who passed away
September 28, 2005

24th Day in Elul
Always in our thoughts, we deeply cherish the memories we have
of each of them.
— Forever Loved and Honoured in the Hearts and Lives of their
Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DOROTHY
GUTKIN

who passed away
October 5, 2005

2nd Day in Tishrei

In loving memory of

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

6th Yahrzeit

MYER LUDWIG
who passed away

November 15, 2006
24 days in Cheshvan

LILA LUDWIG
who passed away
August 29, 2010
19 days in Elul

“Time changes, everything passes but love. You are remembered.”
— You are loved and missed by your family and friends.

In loving memory of our beloved
husband, father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

SIMON
BERENHAUT

who passed away
September 24, 2000

24 Days in Elul
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Lisa,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In memory of

HOWARD PAUL
GOLDBERG

who passed away
September 11, 1993

25 days in Elul
They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAYMOND
MINKIN

who passed away
September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley and son Shane.

In loving memory of

AL BLOOMFIELD
who passed away

September 17, 2011
19 days in Elul, 5771

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Faye,
children Lynn (Hymie) and
Kerry (Gail); grandsons Hart,
Evan, and Rory; family and
friends.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EDITH BRODSKY

who passed away
September 11, 1998

21 Days in Elul
— Always remembered by her
family.

Deadline for
the

September 31

issue of
The Jewish

Post & News
is

noon

Thursday,

September 22

28
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Sports

Checking out Jewish pro players in NFL 2016 
It’s that time of the year again when the

leaves of fall come tumbling down while
three-down football teams in Canada are
already half-way through their schedules.
Fantasy-pool players have already begun
to get serious about the American’s four-
down pigskin game even though the fall
classic, the World Series, has yet to
declare a winner.

Remember head coach MARC TREST-
MAN, the one-time Canadian Football Coach of the Year with
Montreal Alouettes, who captured a pair of Grey Cups in 2009 and
2010 and then decided to head south of the border to become head honcho
of the Chicago Bears?

His initial season at the helm resulted in a respectable 8-8, record which
was followed by the hibernation of the Bears when they lost the final six
games of the season and set a mark led by Marc of 5-11.

At that juncture, his skill set as leader was questioned and the Jewish
mentor sent out resumés which led to employment with the Baltimore
Ravens ….as an offensive coordinator.

The good times began to roll again as Trestman in 2014 masterminded a
10-6 season, but followed that up with a somber sophomore season of 5-
11. Now, apparently, in the upcoming campaign there are those who are not
overly optimistic and, if good things don’t happen in 2016, he may be the
odds-on-favorite to take the fall. To wit: Baltimore was 26th in rushing and
23rd in third-down efficiency in 2015. Who could draw up such a game
plan?

Now into the trenches where the SCHWARTZ boys - Mitchell, 27, and
GEOFF, 30, have the distinction of being the first Jewish brothers to play
in the NFL since Ralph and Arnold Horween played back in 1923.

Mitchell is a  right offensive tackle who was drafted in 2012 (37th over-
all) by the Cleveland Browns. The offensive lineman is 6’5” and weighs in
at 320 lbs. As a rookie, he signed a four-year pact for a paltry $5.17 mil-
lion dollars which, as it turned out was Dollerama prices, because in his
first three years he played in every game for the Browns and was lauded
for his top-notch pass blocking. He was also  said to have stabilized a posi-
tion of weakness for Cleveland.

Free agent time arrived and Mitchell moved on to the Kansas City
Chiefs where, on March 9, 2016, he was signed to a five-year pact for $33
million,  making him one of the highest-paid right tackles in the NFL,
while assuring the California College grad that he could now buy his suits
from Harry Rosen’s rather than at Value Village. 

Brother Geoff, an offensive guard and tackle, played his college ball
with the Oregon Ducks and was a 2008 draftee of the Carolina Panthers,
where he played from 2008-11. He ate at the same table as his younger bro
and now weighs in at 6’6” and 340 lbs.

He also went on to play with the Vikings and Kansas City for a year
each, and the N.Y. Giants for two. Unfortunately, the seven-year veteran
was bitten big time by the injury bug and played in a grand total of only 73
games, starting 39. It was mainly with the Giants in 2014 that Geoff suf-
fered toe and ankle injuries that were the beginning of his physical fall.

Where is the aforementioned now? He is listed as an “ early victim NFL
cut by the Lions” as of September 7th and is a free agent. In the meantime
he is hanging around on Detroit’s practice squad, just in case, where he has
to try to earn a job as a “back-up guard.”

On the personal side, both brothers were raised as Conservative Jews
and were bar mitzvah - taking their religion very seriously. Father Lee is a
business consultant to manufacturing companies and mother Olivia
Goodkin is an attorney.

NATE EBNER, a 6’, 210 lb. defensive back, is returning for his fifth sea-
son with New England. He was a sixth round 2012 selection of the Patriots
out of Ohio State University (197th overall). The 27-year-old didn’t play
high school football but came out as a walk-on and won a job with the
Buckeyes, where he was known as “Mr. Versatility.”

The native of Dublin, Ohio is described as a “physical specimen” and is
also considered a world class rugby player. Ebner was presented with the
Bo Rein Award as the club’s most inspirational player in college.

ERIK LORIG is a Stanford College grad who was a defensive end in col-
lege and is now a fullback weighing in at 250 lbs and is 6’ 4”. 

The 29-year old was drafted by the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in the seventh
round of the 2010 NFL Draft. He is currently an unsigned free agent and
hoping for better. The Rolling Hills , California native is Jewish on dad’s
side while mom Karen is Scandinavian.

TAYLOR MAYS, 28, the son of former NFL defensive lineman Stafford
Mays, has been suspended for the first four games of the 2016 season due
to violation of NFL policy - this, after an unsuccessful stay with the
Oakland Raiders in 2015. The son of a Jewish mother who was bar mitz-
vah and received a Jewish education has been described as being troubled.

Well known sports maven Adam Schefter suggested that “It is related to

either performance-
enhancing drugs or
violating the league’s
substance abuse poli-
cy.” The strong safety, who was plucked out of the U of Southern
California by San Francisco, was a three-time All American and has been
granted chances by various teams, including the Bengals and Raiders. Only
time will tell and it’s not a positive picture. 

DANIEL BRAVERMAN, 22, a rookie wide receiver has been somewhat
impressive in the Bears’ camp. He is only 5’ 10” and t 185 lbs., but in 2015
he closed out his college ball career at Western Michigan College with
1,367 yards and 13 touchdowns for the Broncos. He was selected by
Chicago in the final round at number 230. His present status as of the sec-
ond week of September is “practice squad.”

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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MITCHELL SCHWARTZ
hits the jackpot with a $33

million contract with
Kansas City

TAYLOR MAYS: It’s now or never.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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 Congregation Etz Chayim  
High Holy Days  5777 

Cantor, Tracy Kasner Greaves 
 

   

Spiritual Leader. Rabbi Larry Lander Torah Reader, Hadass Eviatar Choir Director, Lina Streltsov 
 

Congregation Etz Chayim is the place to be for Simchat Torah Monday, October 24th at 
7:00 p.m.

words of the Torah.  Services will be followed with an Ice Cream Bar. Then join us on 
Tuesday, October 25th at 9:00 a.m. as we do it all over again! 

THE ROSE FAMILY HIGH HOLY DAY 
SERVICES 

 

This service emphasizes participation, 
spirituality and a creative approach to 
traditional prayer and ritual.  Rabbi Neal 
& Carol Rose will officiate one again in 

the  upgraded Junior Auditorium. 
 

Rosh Hashanah Day 1, Monday, October 3    9:30 a.m. 
Rosh Hashanah Day 2, Tuesday, October 4   9:30 a.m. 
Kol Nidre, Tuesday, October 11          6:30 p.m. 
Yom Kippur, Wednesday, October 12       10:00 a.m. 
Yizkor Workshop           4:00 p.m. 

                       5:00 p.m. 

JUNIOR CONGREGATION 
 

Congregation Etz Chayim is 

High Holy Days.    
 

The five services are as follows: 
     Ages 2 to 5 years,  

Grades 1 & 2 Grades 3 & 4, 
Grades 5 & 6, & Grade 7 

 
Services will run from 10:30 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. on   both days of 

Rosh Hashanah and  on 
Yom Kippur Day 

 

Shabbat morning  Junior 
Congregation resumes on 

September 10th 
 
 

Seats may be purchased in the synagogue office.  For 
information and to register your children for our youth 
services, call the synagogue office at 204-589-6305. 

ion.  
Adding to the warmth and beauty of these services will be the rich voices of our High Holy Day Choir.  This year's choir under the 
direction of Lina Streltsov, will return to many of the moving traditional harmonies which have elevated the prayers of generations. 
Originally from the Ukraine where she trained as a professional conductor, Lina arrived in Canada in 2007 after eight years in Israel.  She 
works at Congregation Etz Chayim as Program Director.   Lina is joined by vocalists Cheryle Freedman, Grant Goldberg, Rafi Hoult, 
Arthur Liffman, William Pitch, Ilana Shapera, Alex Smolyaninov, Rachel Steindel, & David Vamos 

Finding Meaning In Jewish Life 

Schedule of Rosh Hashanah and  
Yom Kippur Services 

 
Selichot Service,  Saturday, September 24 
Selichot Program     7:15 p.m. 
Selichot Service     following program 
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, October 2 

   6:00 p.m. 
Candle Lighting    6:46 p.m.   
 
1st Day of Rosh Hashanah, Monday, October 3 
Morning Service    8:30 a.m. 
Shofar Service              11:00 a.m. 
Mincha following services  
Candle Lighting       7:40 p.m. 
 
2nd Day of Rosh Hashanah, Tuesday, October 4 
Morning Service    8:30 a.m. 
Shofar Service            11:00 a.m. 
Mincha following services 
Rosh Hashanah Ends    7:37 p.m. 
 
Kol Nidre, Tuesday, October 11 
Kol Nidre Service    6:30 p.m. 
Candle Lighting    6:27 p.m. 
 
Yom  Kippur Day, Wednesday, October 12 
Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 
Yizkor Memorial Service        noon 
Mincha-    5:00 p.m. 
Yom Kippur Fast Ends   7:21 p.m. 

Annual Memorial Service 
Sunday, September 25th 

12:30 p.m. 
It is customary, when possible to 
visit the graves of our loved ones 
during the period leading up to the 
High Holy Days.  In keeping with 
this tradition, our annual Memorial 
Service will be held Sunday, 
September 25th at 12:30 p.m. at 
Rosh Pina Memorial Park. 
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U.S election news

Poll: Israeli Jews favor Hillary, but
say Trump is better for Israel ‘policy’

By ANDREW TOBIN
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Most Israeli Jews would prefer Hillary Clinton

over Donald Trump as the next president of the United States – even
though more of them think Trump would be better for the “Israeli gov-
ernment’s policy.”

According to a poll released Wednesday, 43 percent of Israeli Jews pre-
fer Clinton as president, compared to 34 percent who want Trump, when
asked to choose between the two candidates. But 38 percent say Trump
would be better for Israel, compared to 33 percent who say Clinton would
be.

On both questions, a large number of people don’t pick a candidate.
The Israel Democracy Institute think tank and Tel Aviv University

released its latest Peace Index monthly survey after polling 600 Israelis
at the end of August. The margin of error is 4.1 percent.

Some respondents support Clinton, the former first lady and secretary
of state, even though they don’t think the Democratic candidate “will be
better from the standpoint of the Israeli government’s policy,” as the sur-
vey puts it. Thirteen percent of the Jews who say Trump, the Republican
nominee, would be better for Israel want Clinton to be president. Only 2
percent of Jews who said Clinton would be better for Israel want Trump
to be president.

“There seem to be people who support Clinton even though they think
she will put more pressure on Israel or be less easy for Israel to deal with
in terms of all the support we need from the United States,” Chanan
Cohen, a researcher at the Israel Democracy Institute who helped lead the
survey, told JTA.

Libertarian candidate Gary Johnson and the Green Party’s Jill Stein
were not included in the survey .

In April, Jewish opinion on the subject was nearly reversed. The Peace
Index that month found 40 percent thought Clinton would be better for
Israel’s interest and 31 percent thought Trump would be.

Since the primary season, when Trump pledged to be a “neutral” bro-
ker of Israeli-Palestinian peace, he and the Republican Party have tried to
boost their pro-Israel bona fides. On Monday, Republican Trump sup-
porters opened their fifth campaign office in Israel, the first in the West
Bank. They predict 85 percent of Americans living in Israel, who they say
number 300,000, will vote for the developer and reality TV star.

Still, Trump does not have a plurality of Israeli Jewish support. Even on
the political right, only 49 percent support him, with 23 percent prefer-
ring Clinton, according to the survey. The left (86 percent) and center (57
percent) have an “overwhelming preference” for Clinton, according to
the Israel Democracy Institute.

“I expected the right-wing voters to support Trump in bigger numbers,
but we can see less than half did,” said Cohen. “I know that in the United
States, the right has concerns about Trump’s personality, and we can see
this also on the Israel right.”

Among Israeli Arabs, who make up about 20 percent of Israel’s popu-
lation, 58 percent prefer the Democratic nominee and 11 percent the
Republican.

The poll also probed other issues. Asked about Elor Azaria, the Israeli
soldier who is standing trial in a military court for shooting dead a
downed Palestinian terrorist in Hebron, most Jewish Israelis “justify”
what he did (42 percent strongly and 23 percent moderately). Just a quar-
ter of Israelis “do not justify” the shooting (14 percent strongly and 11
percent moderately).

Jewish Israelis are almost evenly divided on executing captured
Palestinian terrorists. Forty-seven percent lean toward killing such a ter-
rorist on the spot, “even if he has been captured and clearly does not pose
a threat.” Forty-five percent say he should be handed over to legal author-
ities.

Support for killing terrorists is highest among right-wingers (62 per-
cent), young people (69 percent ages 18-24) and observant Jews (63 per-
cent of haredi Orthodox and 72 percent of religious or traditional Jews).
In April, the Peace Index found that 67 percent of Israelis agreed with the
Sephardi chief rabbi’s assertion weeks earlier, which he later took back,
that it is a religious imperative to kill Palestinian terrorists.

“We phrased the question differently this time, so you can’t say support
has gone down,” Cohen said. “It’s more or less the same I think. It is a
really high amount actually to be supporting an illegal action that every
soldier is taught is against the army’s rules.”

Though many Israelis disagree with the army’s prosecution of Azaria,
the Israel Defense Forces remains by far the most trusted official body in
the country. Eighty-seven percent of Israeli Jews put “a lot” or “quite a
lot” of trust in the army. Forty-seven percent of Israeli Arabs feel the
same way. But Arabs put the most trust in the Supreme Court (64 percent
“a lot” or “quite a lot”) – even more than Jews (54 percent).

Why do Florida’s Orthodox Jews sup-
port Trump? Because they fear Clinton

By BEN SALES
NEW YORK (JTA) – Rebecca Raab was shopping recently in a South

Florida Costco, wearing the trademark Orthodox outfit of a long skirt and
baseball cap, when an employee waved to her and said “Shalom! We’re
voting for Trump because we can’t have Hillary in the White House.
She’s not good for us!”

Raab isn’t sure whether the employee was Jewish, let alone observant.
But he may as well have been speaking for the vast majority of the
Sunshine State’s Orthodox Jews.

A recent poll shows that the Orthodox in Florida will be voting for
Donald Trump over Hillary Clinton by a 3-to-1 margin, 66 to 22 percent.
According to the poll, which was commissioned by the pro-Democratic
Schlep Labs PAC, the state’s Jews as a whole swing the other direction,
preferring Clinton, the Democrat, over the Republican Trump by nearly
the same margin, 66 to 23 percent.

But if Orthodox voters are pulling for Trump, it isn’t necessarily
because they like him. It’s because they disdain Clinton and see Trump
as the lesser of two evils.

Interviews with a handful of Orthodox Florida voters painted a picture
of a community dissatisfied with its presidential choices this November.
They feel forced to choose between a candidate who some see as a
blowhard (Trump) and one who some perceive as a genuine threat to the
country (Clinton). Most apparently will choose the blowhard.

“Everything there is to know about Hillary Clinton is out there on the
table,” said David Goldwasser, 29, of Miami Beach. “She’s a criminal.
She does not deserve to hold office. Trump just has a loud mouth. Hillary
will destroy the country.”

Orthodox Trump backers mentioned Israel policy as one of their con-
cerns, but often it wasn’t their top issue. Instead they were concerned
about Clinton using a private email server as secretary of state, or about
accusations of political influence stemming from donations to the Clinton
Foundation, which she heads with her husband, former President Bill
Clinton, and daughter, Chelsea. They see Clinton as an unprincipled and
discredited career politician.

“She’s changed her opinion on many issues,” said Miryam Schloss, 30,
of North Miami Beach. “I don’t believe for a second she’s going to fol-
low through. She rubs me the wrong way. I don’t feel like she represents
me.”

But if one word could describe Orthodox voters in Florida, it would be
“unenthusiastic.” Every Trump supporter also criticized him, questioning
his temperament and language. Some said his immense wealth keeps him
removed from the experience of the average American.

Given that the alternative is Clinton, however, they seemed willing to
forgive the billionaire real estate magnate’s flaws.

Although Trump has been widely criticized for comments on immi-
grants, veterans, Muslims and women – even by members of his own
party – Raab said she could not remember any Trump statement that
offended her. She said that no matter what he says between now and
November, Trump will get her vote.

“I can’t think of anything offhand because I only have two choices right
now to vote for president,” said Raab, 58, of Deerfield Beach. “I have to
weigh a not-great choice and a terrible choice. I’ll go for the not-great
choice.”

Rabbi Efrem Goldberg of the Boca Raton Synagogue, a large modern
Orthodox synagogue in South Florida, said Orthodox support of Trump
may stem more from party loyalty than from affinity toward the candi-
date. As many polls of Jewish voters have confirmed, Goldberg said
Orthodox Jews feel Republicans are friendlier to Israel than Democrats
and vote on that basis – a trend he’s observed since taking his pulpit 17
years ago.

Given two unappealing candidates, the rabbi said many will fall back
on party loyalty.

“I think Orthodox Jews have increasingly leaned politically toward the
Republican Party,” he said. “As disturbed as many are to vote for Trump,
I think that many will go with the party, despite the particular candidate.”

Some Florida Orthodox Jews are channeling their dissatisfaction in
other ways.

Joseph Bendel, 29, is voting for the Libertarian candidate, Gary
Johnson. Bendel appreciates Johnson’s executive experience as a former
New Mexico governor, but mostly he can’t stand Trump or Clinton. He
dislikes what he called Trump’s offensive language and Clinton’s corrupt
history.

“Over the past few months in particular, Hillary and Trump have day
by day dug themselves into deeper holes,” Bendel said. “Each one man-
ages to do something worse every day. Any third party is a better option
than those two megalomaniacs.”
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Congregation
Shaarey Zedek
Celebrating Community and Culture

www.szwinnipeg.ca   info@szwinnipeg.ca  204 452 3711
561 Wellington Crescent   Winnipeg   MB   R3M 0A6

Bark  Mitzvah Party 
 

  

 
 
 

Dogs must be leashed at all times

EXHIB IT
fall//2016

Opening
Thu, Sep 22, 7 PM

Exhibit Continues  
to Nov 24

Shalev-Minuk

Livingston

Whiteman

Registration Encouraged,  
Walk-ins  Welcome

Ages 18mths 
to 3yrs  

 

Ages 3+ 

Bubbies, Zaidies 
& Bubbelehs
With Leslie Emery

Sisterhood 
Book Club

 
 

 

Shabbat Morning 
 

Minyan Services
 

 
 

 
 

Kirtan Selichot
 

East Indian Dinner, 
 

 

  

Costumes  
Not  

Required

B R A N D  N E W !

New
Quartet 

Choir!

New
Family 

Service! 

Shorter Services • Engaging • Keyboard • Interactive • New Quartet Choir • Energetic
Learn more by visiting www.SZWinnipeg.ca • info@SZWinnipeg.ca • Tickets 204 975 3481

New
Sanctuary 
Services!
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