
By BERNIE BELLAN
As the May, 2016 deadline for the sale of the Gwen

Secter Centre continues to loom large, anger over the
move to force members of what has become a north
end institution to abandon their home continues to
build.

On Wednesday, September 17 there is supposed to
be a demonstration at 12:45 pm by members of
Gwen Secter, along with their supporters, in front of
the building. (If you’re reading this Wednesday morn-
ing and weren’t aware of the planned demonstration,
there is still time to head down there.)

As well we are informed that a petition has been
circulating among members of the community calling upon the Jewish
Federation to take steps to halt the sale of the building and keep the
Gwen Secter Centre in the north end. (Readers should be reminded,
however, that the building belongs to the National Council of Jewish
Women Winnipeg and that NCJW is not a member agency of the
Jewish Federation. Apparently though, the federation has thrown its
support behind the idea of having the Gwen Secter Centre relocate to
the new Herzlia building once it opens.)

The thought occurred to me, however, that there might be some
other tactics employed in the effort to forestall the sale of the Gwen
Secter Centre. I would suggest taking a leaf from the bag of tricks (Is
that mixing too many metaphors?) employed by the late radical orga-
nizer, Saul Alinsky, who would often come up with ingenious meth-
ods for groups to battle ostensibly more powerful forces. Here’s my
idea: Why not attempt to have every last possible woman who is a
Gwen Secter supporter join NCJW Winnipeg? I admit, I’m not famil-

iar with the bylaws of NCJW Winnipeg
(although I did ask NCJW President Cindy
Lazar for a copy of the bylaws, which she
declined to send me on the grounds that I’m
not a member of the organization.)

Still, unless NCJW is a closed organization
that can limit memberships, I don’t see why,
if there are sufficient new members who are
brought in, those new members couldn’t
force a reversal of the current decision to sell
the Gwen Secter Centre. Of course the over-
riding question is: Why, in the first place, is
the NCJW even contemplating the sale of a

building that has become a community institution ? I’ve been asking
that question repeatedly over the past few months – so far without any
answers whatsoever.

So – between pressure being put on the Jewish Federation to inter-
vene to halt the sale of the building and maybe the idea I’ve just
broached here - which would be tantamount to a takeover of NCJW
Winnipeg by Gwen Secter supporters, perhaps, just perhaps, the sale
of the Gwen Secter Centre need not be a fait accompli. The possibili-
ty exists, however – as I’ve suggested in the past, that NCJW Winnipeg
is in such dire financial straits that nothing short of the sale of a prized
asset can forestall its bankruptcy. Still, that’s all speculation, isn’t it?
But unless we get some answers to questions about what’s behind the
sale of 1588 Main Street, perhaps some new tactics are in order.

Am I doffing my hat as a journalist and becoming an “activist” on
this issue? – as was suggested to me by Cindy Lazar. As I answered her:
“I can be both”. 
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Herzlia downsizing
By MYRON LOVE

Almost three years after announcing a
rebuild – and some twists and turns en
route – south Winnipeg’s Herzlia-Adas
Yeshurun synagogue, the city’s largest
Orthodox congregation, is finally going
ahead with tearing down its 60-year-old
building and putting up a new synagogue
that will be about half the size of the cur-
rent structure.

The major impetus for the move has been
the congregation’s need to replace its origi-
nal boilers – which were ordered to be shut
down by the City three years ago. The
building has been functioning with only
area heaters for warmth over the past two
winters.

The other reason for downsizing, notes
congregation president Dr. Earl Hershfield,
is that the building was originally opened as
the south end branch of Talmud Torah. The
synagogue component was added in 1954
–a couple of years after the school opened
– when the congregation of the Adas
Yeshurun – popularly known as the
“McGregor shul” relocated from North
Winnipeg. It has been many years since the
building last housed a school and the con-
gregation no longer has any need for the

unused classrooms.
“Our new synagogue will be more energy

efficient and more affordable,” Hershfield
says.

The congregation, he reports, numbers
just under 100 member families. “Our
membership has remained stable over the
past five years,” he says. “We have had a
number of younger families join us over the
past few years. It’s nice to have a lot of kids
with us on Shabbat.”

Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun synagogue: finally
going ahead with tearing down its 60-year-
old building and putting up a new syna-
gogue.

Anger over projected sale of Gwen Secter Centre continues to grow

Continued on page 14. See “Herzlia”.

A message to Jewish Post & News subscribers: 
Due to circumstances beyond our control the Jewish calendar which we usually 

insert into an issue prior to Rosh Hashanah is not available for this issue. 
It will be included with our next issue - October 3... We promise!

Remember, we’re just the messenger. Please don’t shoot the messenger! 
(What the heck, we know we’re still going to get loads of phone calls.) 

In the meantime, we wish everyone a Shanah Tovah. 
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Community news

Winnipeg Singers to perform concert highlighting work of Jewish composers
The Winnipeg

Singers have
long been
regarded as one
of Canada’s
finest choral
ensembles. The
24 trained sing-
ers present an
annual sub-
scription series
of four con-
certs, commis-
sion new Can-
adian works,
and premiere
other new
works. The
choir employs some of North America’s finest musicians as guest artists. It
regularly collaborates and appears as guest artists with such organizations
as the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, Manitoba Chamber Orchestra and
the Winnipeg Contemporary Dancers. 

IThe Winnipeg Singers are excited to be appearing at the Shaaray Zedek
Synagogue for the first concert of this 2014-15 season. We have chosen
to highlight the music of Jewish composers in this concert, specifically
many Canadian Jewish composers, and more specifically, the music of
Winnipeg composer Sid Robinovitch. A special feature of the event will
be the Canadian premiere of “Songs in the Time of War” by Mr.
Robinovitch. He writes the following about this work:

“In 2001 I was approached by the University of Wisconsin to write an
extended work for chorus and piano. In my search for an appropriate text
for the commission I discovered an Israeli poet by the name of Elisha
Porat. Porat, a veteran of 3 Israeli wars, had written extensively on the sub-
ject of war, and I decided to base my piece on his work. I contacted one
of Porat’s translators for additional material and ended up engaging a live-
ly email correspondence with Elisha himself. He was extremely encour-
aging about the project and helped me understand some of the more
obscure references in his poems. My piece, entitled “Songs in a Time of
War,” was premiered in Wisconsin in March of 2012. I sent Elisha a
recording of the performance and he seemed quite pleased with the musi-

cal treatment I had given to his words. A few months later I was in Israel
and visited Elisha at Ein Hahoresh, a kibbutz near Hadera where he had
lived practically his entire life. Being somewhat limited in his mobility, he
gave me a tour of the kibbutz on his motor scooter. Included in the tour
was a visit to the local cemetery where his parents were buried. Little did
I realize that Elisha would end up in that same cemetery less than a year
later, dying at the age of 74 from heart complications.”

(Ed. note: Our Aug. 20 issue included an interesting e-mail from Sid
explaining the connection between Elisha Porat and someone else about
whom I’ve been writing extensively: Abba Kovner.)

Robinovitch’s work deals with different facets of war; a reminiscence of
happier times when lovers meet, the slaughter of innocents at a polluted
spring, waiting at home for the return of a soldier, and remembering the
friends that have been lost. We are very pleased to be presenting this work
in this Remembrance season. Local artists appearing with us will be
Richard Turner (harp), Wes Elias (organ), Victoria Sparks (percussion) and
Dan Peasgood (countertenor). 

Other works in the program will be Chichester Psalms (Leonard
Bernstein), selections from Songs from Shakespeare (Harry Freedman),
American Folksongs (Aaron Copland), and Sing Unto the Lord a New
Song (Sril Irving Glick).

This promises to be a very special event, and members of the commu-
nity are strongly encouraged to attend. 

YURI KLAZ
Artistic Director of 
The Winnipeg Singers

YURI KLAZ ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND CONDUCTOR

SANDI AND RON
MIELITZ

SID ROBINOVITCH

CONCERT SPONSORS

CONCERT 1 ..............................................................

Psalm and Song: 
Choral Music of Jewish Composers
Sunday, October 19, 2014, 3:00 p.m. 
Congregation Shaarey Zedek  561 Wellington Crescent

Guest Artists: Richard Turner (harp), Wes Elias (organ), 
Victoria Sparks (percussion), Dan Peasgood (countertenor)
This concert will feature the Canadian premiere of Songs in A Time of War by Winnipeg
composer Sid Robinovitch. Also on the program are Chichester Psalms (Leonard Bernstein) and
selections from Songs from Shakespeare (Harry Freedman), American Folk Songs (Aaron
Copland), and Sing Unto the Lord a New Song (Srul Irving Glick).

TICKETS: Adult $30, Senior $25, Student $15. 
Available in advance by calling 204-944-9100, 
at McNally Robinson or at the door

www.winnipegsingers.com

2013/2014 SEASON PRESENTS

ZOOMING IN

The Winnipeg Singers.SID ROBINOVITCH
to premiere new work



Wednesday, September 17, 2014, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   3

Israel news

Ben-Gurion University hard hit
by recent war with Hamas

By BERNIE BELLAN
During our recent “solidarity mission”

to Israel from August 20-26, we had the
opportunity to visit with the president of
Ben-Gurion University, Dr. Rivka Carmi,
on August 24.

At the time of our visit the campus was
eerily almost totally deserted. In fact the
entire university had been closed since
the start of “Operation Protective Edge”,
which began July 8.

The primary reason for the university’s
complete shutdown was that Beer
Sheva stood entirely too close to the
range of the rockets being fired from
Gaza and, notwithstanding the protec-
tion afforded by the Iron Dome anti-missile defense system, the uni-
versity’s administration made the decision to cancel all classes until
it was deemed safe to reopen.

Not only were classes cancelled, however, exams that had been
scheduled to take place in July were also postponed,

By August 24, however, the decision to resume classes had been
made by the administration, Dr. Carmi told us that day, even though
there was no indication that the hostilities between Israel and
Hamas were coming to an end. “We had to put an end to uncer-
tainty,” is how she put it to our group.

This past summer had been costly indeed for Ben-Gurion
University, Dr. Carmi explained. “We are facing huge, unexpected
expenses,” she said, yet “we are determined to provide our students
with scholarships for all those who served in the IDF (Israel Defense
Forces) based on the number of days they served in the army.”

“This is my third year as university president,” Dr. Carmi noted. It
had been the most anxious period of her presidency, she added.

“The university has been under fire,” she observed. And, while the
decision to resume classes on August 26 had been made without
any certainty as to whether a cease-fire would be in place or not, all
precautions were going to be taken by the university to insure the
safety of both students and staff.

“All rooms are either ‘safe rooms’ or very close to safe rooms,” she
noted.

Yet, “many parents were very anxious” over the prospect of their
sons and daughters returning to the campus before it was at all cer-
tain that rocket fire had ended, she admitted.

When the parents asked her why “we’re starting up again,” Dr.
Carmi explained: “I told them ‘We are adults – the students are not
kids’.”

Not only did many of Ben-Gurion’s students serve in the IDF,
many of the other students had volunteered in various capacities in
Beer Sheva during the 50-day war. “We had lots of students volun-
teering in the community,” she said – “working in the trauma ward
at Sokora Hospital”, for instance, or “operating the day care for peo-
ple having to work in the hospital.”

“We’ll be picking up exactly where things terminated two months
ago,” Dr. Carmi added, meaning that many students would be
returning to write exams immediately.

“Thank God nothing very serious has happened here,” she noted.
“But we are the only university in Israel that had to stop activities
altogether.”

Adam Schwartz to present evening of comedy
On Saturday, September 27th, Adam Schwartz will be presenting

another evening of comedy featuring himself, along with five other
local comedians: Dan Goldberg, Ryan Ash, Cory Falvo, Benjamin
Walker, and Dana Smith.

Adam is billing the evening as “Through the Auts”. I asked him to
explain what the word “auts” meant?

Here is what Adam wrote in response:
“It comes from my joke about when I was twelve my mom told me

I was Autistic and thought that meant I was predisposed to being an
autist. So Auts is short for Autism but also for Arts. The show is at the
Gas Station theatre September 27th. It’s to raise money for a special
unit for AMI called Autistic Productions which is going to be spon-
soring people on the Autistic Spectrum to do Art projects that raise
awareness. Two such artists are going to be featured, one selling
scarves, the other selling his book. The show is at 8 but doors open
at 7 and it goes until 10. Tickets are $20 dollars for the general pub-
lic and $15 dollars for members of Aspergers Manitoba.” 

Dr. RIVKA CARMI
Ben-Gurion U President



Short Takes
In the past couple of years I’ve written quite

a bit about conflicting reports that we’ve been
receiving in the past few years about the size
of Winnipeg’s Jewish population. What it
comes down to essentially is quite a large
contradiction between what we’ve been told
by the Jewish Federation about what our pop-
ulation size is and what statistics produced by
StatsCan would seem to show is actually the

case.
I’m fascinated by long-term trends. That’s why, when I look at the sit-

uation in Israel for instance, I’m much more interested in a historical
analysis of such things as Israel’s relations with the Palestinians to try
and determine trends than I am in what might be happening at this
very moment.

If Winnipeg’s Jewish population is actually shrinking rather than
growing, therefore, what implications does that hold for the future of
this community? I say “shrinking” because all the statistical evidence
would seem to indicate that, despite what we have been told by our
federation for some time now.

Here is the evidence that I have for making that assertion:
In 2001, according to StatsCan, the number of individuals in

Winnipeg who reported they were Jewish by ethnic origin was
14,440; in 2006 the figure was 13,175; in 2011 the figure was 11,995.

In 2001 the number who reported they were Jewish by religion was
12,555; there is no figure given for 2006; in 2011 the figure was
10,740.

Do you see the trend? In every respect the number of individuals
who identified as Jews, whether by ethnicity or by religion, was down
over the period 2001-2011! 

Now I’ve heard various explanations that would purport to show that
the figures I’ve just cited are quite wrong, including the suggestion that
a great many individuals simply didn’t identify as Jewish in the NHS
(National Household Survey) of 2011. Supposedly some of these indi-
viduals – especially ones born in the former Soviet Union, were hesi-
tant to identify as Jewish because of their past experiences of discrim-
ination. Or, it was also suggested, some of those same individuals did-
n’t fill out the NHS because they had an aversion to any form of gov-
ernmental authority.

The fact remains, however that, at least according to our official gov-
ernment statisticians, the trend is clear: Winnipeg’s Jewish population
is down – not up. If our federation has a problem with what I’ve just
written, then they should take it up with StatsCan, not me.

But where does all this lead me? Again, there have been some clear
and recognizable trends within our community that would lead one to

wonder just how solid
the future of the
Jewish community
here is. One trend has
been a steady, per-
haps rapid decline in
the rate of synagogue
membership. Right
now plans are being
considered for what
would be the single
most important devel-
opment in the history
of Winnipeg syna-
gogues – which
would be the merger
of the Etz Chayim and
Shaarey Zedek con-
gregations and the
eventual construction
of a brand new syna-
gogue to be located
on the grounds of the
Asper Campus.

At the same time
though, the sale of the
Gwen Secter Centre
still looms large as yet
another nail in the
coffin of Winnipeg’s
north end Jewish
community. (By the
way the absolute
silence emanating

from the National Council of Jewish Women as to what are the true
reasons that the Gwen Secter building has to be sold remains quite
disturbing. Certainly boards of directors are often thrust into difficult
and awkward situations, viz. the board of the Winnipeg Jewish
Theatre, but simply attempting  to maintain a veil of silence over con-
troversies is counterproductive in the long run. Then again, if those
boards didn’t have to deal with a particularly irksome individual such
as me, they might be allowed to carry on without having to answer
embarrassing questions. That was my experience over ten years ago
with the Crocus Fund board – until everything blew up in those board
members’ faces. This is not to suggest that the boards of either the
NCJW or the WJT are in similar situations – yet, but simply sweeping
problems under the rug is hardly a successful strategy in the long run.)

In many cases it’s simply not possible to plan for all eventualities. As
Myron Love notes in his report on page 1 about the members of the
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun having to demolish their existing building –
their hands were tied when the City of Winnipeg declared the build-
ing unsafe for continued use. Neither the Etz Chayim nor the Shaarey
Zedek congregations are confronted by a similar scenario, but in both
cases the writing appears to be on the wall: Continued decline in
memberships of both congregations makes an eventual merger
inevitable.

But what about other long-term trends in our community? We’ve
already lost the only north end Hebrew bilingual program; while
enrollment at the Gray Academy had been increasing slightly until a
couple of years ago, it did decline last year; and until last year the
same was true for Brock Corydon’s Hebrew bilingual program. (Myron
Love will have his usual annual report about school enrollments in our
next issue.) 

While there has been some infusion of new blood into the commu-
nity as a result of large-scale Israeli immigration here (primarily of for-
mer Russians who had moved to Israel), there are still so many unan-
swered questions about the nature and size of that immigration. For
instance, how many of the immigrants have remained here and to
what extent do they involve themselves in the traditional community
if they do remain here?

In addition to other questions about the actual size of our popula-
tion, one might well ask to what extent trends that have affected
Jewish populations throughout the Diaspora have had consequences
here? By this I’m referring specifically to the very high rate of inter-
marriage, which was given as 58 percent in the United States in the
most recent survey reported. On top of that there’s the continued drift-
ing away from the established Jewish community of young people –
even those who still identify as Jewish. Of even greater concern is the
lessening degree of support among young people for Israel. 

Do we know anything about these trends within the Winnipeg
Jewish community? Only anecdotally, I suppose. Yet there is no reason
to believe that Winnipeg’s Jewish community is very much different
than any other North American Jewish community.

Still, rather than being a non-stop purveyor of doom, I do like to
emphasize positive trends, such as the continued vibrancy of the Rady
JCC and the tremendous success of the Jewish Learning Centre. As
well, both B’nai Brith Camp and Camp Massad continue to attract
huge numbers of campers, in addition to both having celebrated suc-
cessful 60th anniversary years. Finally, as I’ve repeatedly noted, our
Combined Jewish Appeal has continued to enjoy repeated growth
year after year and the Jewish Foundation has also demonstrated solid
growth in its overall endowment.

So, in many respects the Jewish community here is on solid ground.
Is it a more assimilated community? I don’t think anyone could deny
that. Is it rapidly changing? Again, I doubt that anyone who’s been
away from Winnipeg for more than a few years would be able to deny
that the face of the community is much changed.

But what of the future? We need an honest assessment of where we
are really at. As Uriel Heilman of the Jewish Telegraphic Agency noted
in a follow-up discussion that I had with him following his extremely
controversial report about Winnipeg having become a very popular
destination for Israeli immigrants, it shouldn’t be too difficult to under-
take a survey of our population here. Heilman suggested a compre-
hensive phone survey could be conducted for around $40,000 – one
that would answer some basic questions about just how many Jews
there are here in the first place.

But until we know quite a bit more about some of the questions that
I’ve posed here, as we enter into a new Jewish year, the future of the
Jewish community here is anyone’s guess. One thing though seems to
be certain: The continued trend of concentrating all our community’s
resources in the south end does not bode well for north end Jews – to
say the least. 
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Comment

Thoughts on inconclusive Gaza war
By MYRON LOVE 

If the most recent Gaza War had been a boxing match, Israel
would have been the unanimous winner on points.

In Israel’s favour, in a manner of speaking, Hamas and the other
terrorist groups based in Gaza fired more than 4,000 missiles – and
mortars as well – into Israel with very little to show for them in terms
of Israeli casualties and destruction of property. In return, Israeli
bombing runs and ground forces killed more than 2,000 Palestinians
(at least half of them armed fighters, as well as top Hamas and
Islamic Jihad military leaders), rendered a quarter million
Palestinians homeless and destroyed another 3,000 missiles along
with more than 30 extensive tunnels that Hamas et al had spent
years and millions of dollars building so that they could sneak into
Israel undetected and launch terror attacks.

This war may have been an added bonus for Israel in that there
had been reports of Hamas planning to use those tunnels for a sur-
prise attack in southern Israel at Rosh Hashonah which could have
resulted in hundreds of Israeli dead.

In the real world, however, this war is another in a long record of
inconclusive wars that Western democracies have fought – going
back to Korea in 1950. (The one exception was beating back
Saddam Hussein’s occupation of Kuwait almost 25 years ago.) 

Up until the fall of Communism in Eastern Europe, of course, there
was always the fear of pushing too far and provoking the Soviet
Union or China into a nuclear conflict.

Now, I can understand – over the last 25 years - the reluctance of
Western democracies to engage in fights to the finish à la World War
II. We in the West are comfortable. Western political leaders don’t
want to risk casualties among our own – especially when we are not
clearly physically threatened. We have a philosophy of moral rela-
tivity. We see ourselves as humanitarians. The media – largely left
wing – will jump on any and all faults on our side and magnify
them, thereby turning the public against war before the conflict is
completed.

So we leave situations to fester – in cases such as genocides in
Sudan, Rwanda, Bosnia, Iraq, Afghanistan and, most recently,
Nigeria. And when we do get involved in (or stumble into) a war, we
want to know what the “exit strategy” is.

Unlike the rest of the West – where we don’t yet want to accept
the danger  radical Islam poses to our way of life, Israel doesn’t have
the luxury of living in blissful ignorance.

For Israel’s enemies – primarily the Palestinian factions in Gaza
and Hezbollah in the north, as long as they remain standing, they
consider that they’ve won.

Now, Hezbollah does seemed to have been chastened by the
inconclusive war with Israel in 2006. Also, fortunately for Israel,
Hezbollah is caught up in the Syrian civil war but that war is going
badly for Syrian President Assad and, as a corollary, Hezbollah as
well.

Hamas however is in a desperate position and has nothing to lose.
Hamas is pretty much isolated in the Arab World. Egypt has
destroyed most of its smuggling tunnels leading south into the Sinai.
Egypt has also closed the border between Gaza and Sinai. Hamas
finances have also been largely cut off.

Perhaps the people of Gaza, feeling the extent of their losses, may
turn on Hamas. For now though, Hamas seems to be more popular
than ever. And besides, Hamas does not hesitate to shoot to kill anti-
Hamas demonstrators.

There are already worrisome reports that Hamas is already
rebuilding its missile inventory and tunnel system.

Unfortunately, the only way to completely eradicate a cancer such
as Hamas (and the other terrorists in Gaza) is to – well – eradicate
it. Killing off 10-15 percent of it, even 50 percent of it will not stop
the spread of the disease.

Again, I understand the government of Israel’s reluctance to take
too many casualties, to re-occupy Gaza and be responsible for
administering the place again – or to leave a vacuum that could be
filled by worse extremists. There is also the international pressure
which always seems the heaviest on Israel to do no harm while
defending itself.

Still, Israel could have done more. Hamas is demanding that Israel
open its border crossings. But those border crossings with Gaza
were never closed (except when being shelled from the Gaza side).
Throughout the conflict, Israel continued to allow truckloads of food
and medicine through (unlike the Egyptians who weren’t directly
involved in the war).

Cutting off food, electricity, water and gas/oil may have gone a
long way to making Hamas see the light of reason – even if Hamas
doesn’t give a damn about the welfare of its own people.

In what other conflict has one side continued to supply the other
side with the necessities of life while those same people are trying
to deny your people the right to life?

Not happy with film review
I just received your article in the Post. Thanks for covering our film

(“We are Here”- a documentary about contemporary Jewish life in
Poland). Sorry that you didn’t appreciate how important the stories of
these amazing people are as told in their own words. That has not
been the experience of anyone else. People seem compelled by their
stories.

FYI, the graffiti on the building says ‘I Miss You Jew’ not ‘We love the
Jews’ and Henry, who is standing in front of the building is actually
98, not 92....was 97 when we filmed.

best regards,
Francine Zuckerman
Producer/Director

Minyans at Shaarey Zedek lauded
Bernie - in December my wonderful mother in law passed away and

my wife and I have been going to the Shaarey Zedek for evening ser-
vices almost daily. 

We are thankful that the Shaarey Zedek has a daily morning and
evening minyan for people who are in mourning and have yahrzeits. 

Members from across our community come there to say Kaddish as
the SZ is the only place that has services 365 days a year. 

It is important that the community recognize this and thank both the
Shaarey Zedek and their great staff for providing this “service”.

In addition, the volunteer daveners do a superb job of leading the
services. 

Some times we struggle to have the correct number of people to
make a minyan, but the “show” goes on! 

Perhaps other members of our community could become once a
week, once a month volunteers to attend the services and help those
that are in mourning fulfill their mitzvah of remembering loved ones.
When I finish in November honouring my mother in law, I will
become a volunteer.
Lorne Raber

Israel’s “land grab” criticized
Israel’s land grab in the West Bank is the largest in three decades and

will only make the situation in the West Bank and Gaza worse. Abbas
has been a great friend to Israel and Israel pays him back by appro-
priating 990 acres of land in the West Bank. This will only cause
Abbas to be further alienated from his own people. The radicals will
say: “You see what happen to Abbas …the Israelis just screwed him
and you can only deal with Israel by being with us extremists.”

Perhaps BB believes the US is so busy on so many other fronts in the
world today that we have nothing to worry about. He might think to
himself: “After putting Hamas in its place we are the golden child - the
only country in the world going after terrorists.” But BB is wrong in his
strategy. The enemies of Israel want examples to prove that Israel is
unreasonable and to show that there is no point in negotiating with
this bully. BB has just played into their hands. 

We must show our enemies that we are firm, but reasonable…not
that we want more and more of Palestinian land, as the extremists
claim. The land is not so important that more lives on either side must
be lost. Surveys of different generations of Jews in North America and
Western Europe show that the younger you are as a Jew, the less Israel
means anything to you! One of the findings from these studies is that
younger Jews, in larger numbers than ever, believe the propaganda
against Israel; i.e. that it is, in fact, a bully. Within the next 20 to 25
years the US foreign policy toward Israel is expected to change great-
ly. Should Israel manage its strategy in a bubble and not consider the
impact of its behaviour on its greatest supporters in the world?
Alan Levy BA, MIR, LLM
Brandon University 

LETTERS

More letters on page 9.

Excellent coverage of Israel trip
I wanted to thank you for your excellent coverage of our latest trip

to Israel in the Jewish Post & News.
It covered everything we did accurately and we are fortunate to have

this record of all the details of our trip
Look forward to your continued coverage of this most complex sit-

uation.
Mel Lazareck



At the beginning of
last year, local pho-
tographer David
Lipnowski set for him-
self an ambitious
goal.

“I was determined
to take one portrait
photo a day for every
day of the year in

2013 above and beyond my working assign-
ments,” says the son of Dr. Stan and Susan
Lipnowski.  “It started out as a challenge –
something to keep me engaged and get me
out every day.  I tried to create the images I
wanted to create.”

For the month of October, readers will be
able to view Lipnowski’s finished project on
display at the Millenium Library downtown.

Lipnowski has been a professional photog-
rapher for the past 10 years.  He is a photo
journalist who has does work for the Wall
Street Journal and Canadian Geographic. He
also does commercial and life cycle event
assignments.

The young photographer says that he is a
third generation photographer. His zaida and
his dad are/were both enthusiastic amateur
photographers.

At university here, he recalls, he volun-
teered to take photos for the student newspa-
per.  “After graduation (in sports psychology),
I decided that I really liked photography and
wanted to make it my career,” he says.

For his first personal project – titled “A por-
trait a day: 2013” – he says that he took 90
percent of the photos in Winnipeg.  He also

spent July in France covering the Tour
De France bicycle race and a week in
Montreal during the course of the year.
The project, he notes, took at least
three hours a day between finding, a
portrait  subject, shooting it (usually the
quickest part of the whole process),
editing, and writing the entry with a
story.

“Though this is a personal project,”
he says, “I felt a strong internal pressure
to deliver quality portraits every single
day, as the project has a small following
including many photographer col-
leagues.

“I had no idea in the days leading up
to the first portrait, where it would take
me, the amazing people I would meet,
as well as how difficult it would be to
keep it going, and to keep the quality
up to my standard. However, if it were
easy, everyone would be doing it, and it
would not be unique.” 

There were not a lot of rules that he
set for himself, he adds, but the main

rule is that “I must
go out every single
day and create one
portrait by midnight
(I came close a few
times around 11:57
pm). I will never
shoot several on one
day and stockpile
images. Each portrait
was made on that
day. The majority of
portraits have been
of complete
strangers that I have
never met before.

“Even though I
have a degree in
psychology, I have
learned quite a lot

about human interaction by talking to
strangers every single day on the streets. I’ve
learned a lot about group dynamics and espe-
cially the sociopsychological phenomenon
known as ‘diffusion of responsibility’. When
approaching groups, I have learned that peo-
ple are almost always less likely to say yes
when in a group. Basically each person
thinks that someone else will agree, but in the
end no one will even speak to me.

“I’ve often said that the camera is a passport
and, if utilized correctly, allows you access to
incredible experiences and situations. It still
boggles my mind that, as an artist working on
this project, I can walk up to strangers on the
street, and people are kind enough to not
only agree to my request for a portrait, but
will also on occasion agree to my sometimes
crazy requests, like asking Katie (who I met
just a few minutes earlier) if she would lie
down in a bed of flowers in a planter on the
sidewalk on Osbourne Street in Winnipeg.”  

Incidentally, Lipnowski has a new special
project for next year. He is getting married.
Mazel tov!

* * *
Micah Lexier is an artist of a different kind.

The former Winnipegger is probably best
known here for a photo exhibition he had
here 20 years ago. His “A Portrait of David”
was a series of portraits of 75 individuals
named David – one for each age up to age
75.

He did a sequel ten years later repho-
tographing all the Davids tens years older.

“I am working on a second sequel,
“David’s Double”, which would link each
David with someone else born on the exact
same date in the exact same year,” Lexier
says.  “I have a website up
(davidsdouble.com), but it has been more
challenging than I expected finding the dop-
pelgangers.”

Lexier’s most recent exhibition in
Winnipeg, “This, That, Those”, ran from April
26 to August 4 at the Winnipeg Art Gallery.
The exhibit was a video series of vignettes
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Social Notes

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
I would like to express my heartfelt

appreciation for your most thoughtful
gestures during my recent

hospitalization. May you be blessed
with good health.

Sincerely
Edith Kimelman
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Local photographer to exhibit results of ambitious project at Millenium Library

DAVID LIPNOWSKI: “After graduation (in
sports psychology), I decided that I really
liked photography and wanted to make it my
career.”

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Continued on next page.

 

 
 

DR. MICHELLE HALBRICH 
MD, FRCPC 

Paediatric Allergist and  
Clinical Immunologist 

 
TEL: (204) 957- 3204       FAX: (204) 943-7921 

 

ACCEPTING REFERRALS FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG ADULTS WITH/SUSPECTED TO HAVE: 

 
• Food Allergy 
• Drug Allergy 
• Venom Allergy 
• Allergic Rhinitis 
• Asthma 

• Urticaria  
• Eczema/Atopic Dermatitis 
• Recurrent Infection/Suspected 

Immunodeficiency 
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The Winnipeg Clinic 
is very pleased to announce 

The Association of 



Wednesday, September 17, 2014, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   7

Myron Love

The Jewish Heritage Centre 
of Western Canada Inc.

invites you to

The 2014 Switzer Cooperstock Lecture Series

IMMIGRANT JEWS AND “INDIAN CURIOS”
by

Prof. David S. Koffman
Department of History

York University

Thursday, September 18, 7:00 pm

Berney Theatre
Asper Jewish Community Campus

123 Doncaster Street

Admission is free

Refreshments to follow

For further information please contact Stan Carbone at
(204) 477 – 7467 or scarbone@jhcwc.org

Louis Switzer and Rose Switzer (nee Cooperstock)

Jewish immigrants and “Indian Curios”
Jews have been active in the Aboriginal art business since its begin-

nings. As peddlers, storekeepers, farmers, cattle ranchers and settlers,
Jews worked across the West and came in regular contact with its abo-
riginal inhabitants. Contact with the native peoples was a regular feature
of the fur trade which, led by 18th century pioneers such as Ferdinand
Jacob at Ft. Prince of Wales (Churchill MB) and Ezekiel Solomon
(Montreal and Ft. Michillimackinac MI), attracted many Jews. Some
Jews went into the art business.

In the Fourth Biennial Switzer-Cooperstock lecture (see accompanying
advertisement for details), Professor David S. Koffman of York University
tells the story of “Jewish Immigrants and ‘Indian Curios’” in the
Canadian West based on original research in numerous archives and
libraries. “Indian Curios” was the term used more than 100 years ago to
identify everything from cheap tourist souvenirs to authentic ritual arti-
facts that were snapped up by museums in Toronto, Ottawa, New York,
and other cultural centres. 

In his research, Koffman discovered Jews with remarkable careers
such as John Jacob Hart, who grew up in England but moved to San
Francisco in the 1850s and later to Fort Victoria, British Columbia
where, in time, he became a trader in “Indian Curios.” Among his steady
customers was Franz Boas, a German Jew who came to the United
States and earned the title “Father of American Anthropology” for his
work at the Smithsonian Institute in Washington and the Museum of
Natural History in New York. Hart spoke two aboriginal languages and
became expert on many aspects of West Coast Aboriginal culture. 

Hart was not alone. Sixteen other Jews listed themselves as “Indian
Traders” in the Victoria business directory in the 1860s and many others
pursued the “Indian Curio” trade in Santa Fe, New Mexico, and Omaha,
Nebraska. Their stock was large enough that they marketed their goods
by mail-order catalogues, such as “The Indian Bazaar,” a combination
trade publication and ethnographic treatise by Victoria shopkeeper,
Morris Moss.

David Koffman is a native Torontonian who studied Anthropology and
History in Toronto, Montreal, and New York City. He returned to Toronto
as Assistant Professor of History at York University and is the designated
holder of J. Richard Shiff Chair for the Study of Canadian Jewry.

The Switzer-Cooperstock Prize was endowed by the Switzer family in
honour of their parents and grandparents, Rose Cooperstock and Louis
Switzer. The previous winners were Professor Theodore Friedgut,
Hebrew University, Jerusalem (2008), Professor Lynne Marks, University
of Victoria, and Chana Thau, an independent scholar from Winnipeg.
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showing Lexier’s hands
arranging mainly into
sequences, shapes and order

bits of cardboard he had collected over time.  On the opposing wall
from the projection is a large pedestal within a display case where
Lexier arranged highlights from his collection of found objects
mixed with his own art works.

Lexier grew up the son of creative parents – his father, Easton, was
an engineer and one of the principles at architecture firm GBR
Associates for many years while his mother, Debbie, was an interi-
or designer.  Micah is a graduate of the University of Manitoba
Faculty of Fine Arts and the Nova Scotia College of Design.  He has
spent most of his adult life in Toronto. He also lived in New York for
a decade.

Lexier says that, as an artist, he is more of a generalist rather than
working in any specific medium.  Among the media he has worked
with are photography, film, stone, printmaking, cloth, sound and
video.

“I am more about the ideas than the hands-on work,” he says.  “I
often collaborate with other artists.”

His major project last year was an exhibit – called “One, and Two,
and More Than Three” – which filled the Power Plant, a major con-
temporary art centre at Harbourfront in Toronto.  He explains that
there were three different parts to the exhibit.  One was his solo
work; a second segment was his collaboration with writers Colm
Toibin and Derek McCormack along withpoet Christian Bok.

The final piece was an art exhibit he curated that involved 101
Toronto artists exhibiting 221 works of art.  “I arranged all the art on
tables so that the room looked like a flea market,” he says.  “I also
had on the tables the tools for making art and examples of projects
that were incomplete or abandoned.  I wanted to show what is
involved in making art.”

For 2015, Lexier has another major project on tap which will keep
him occupied full time for the year.  He reports that he has been
commissioned to fabricate and design a large scale installation for a
new office tower under construction in Toronto.  He says that he is
looking forward to the collaborative process with the engineers,
architects and builders involved in erecting the high rise.

MICAH LEXIER: More Than Two (Let it Make Itself), 2013. Photo:
Toni Hafkenscheid, The Power Plant Contemporary Art Gallery,
Toronto.

Continued from previous page.
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BooksThe Rady JCC and Thin Air, the Winnipeg
International Writers Festival Present

Alison Pick: A Journey Between Gods
The Rady JCC and Thin Air Winnipeg’s International Writers Festival

present acclaimed author Alison Pick at the Rady JCC, Monday,
September 22, at 7:30 p.m. The Man Booker-nominated author of the
novel Far to Go, appears as a part of the Rady JCC’s Zooming In series.
From one of our most talented young writers comes a new, unflinching,
moving and unforgettable memoir about family secrets and the rediscov-
ered past. 

Alison Pick was born in the 1970s and raised in a supportive, loving
family. Then as a teenager, Alison made a discovery that instantly
changed her understanding of her family, and her vision for her own life,
forever. She learned that her Pick grandparents, who had escaped from
the Czech Republic during WWII, were Jewish—and that most of this
side of the family had died in concentration camps. She also discovered
that her own father had not known of this history until, in his twenties,
he had a chance encounter with an old family friend—and then he, too,
had kept the secret from Alison and her sister.

In her early thirties, engaged to be married but struggling with a crip-
pling depression, Alison slowly but doggedly began to research and
uncover her Jewish heritage. Eventually she came to realize that her true
path forward was to reclaim her history and identity as a Jew. But even
then, one seemingly insurmountable problem remained: her mother was-
n’t Jewish, so technically Alison wasn’t either. In this by times raw, by
times sublime memoir, Alison recounts her struggle with the meaning of
her faith, her journey to convert to Judaism, her battle with depression,
and her path towards facing and accepting the past and embracing the
future—including starting a new family of her own. 

Between Gods grapples with who we are, with family and faith, mar-
riage and children, and what it means to live a good life. It is a riveting
exploration in faith and asks us what does faith really mean. And what
happens if we are born in to one faith and then suddenly find out we are
something else?

Alison Pick is the author of the novel Far to Go, which was long listed
for the prestigious Man Booker Prize, won the Canadian Jewish Book
Award for Fiction, was named a Top 10 of 2010 Book by NOW Magazine
and the Toronto Star, and is a noted poet. Far to Go was also published
around the world to great acclaim. Alison lives and works in Toronto.

Tuesday, September 22, 2014, at 7:30pm
The Rady JCC, Berney Theatre, 123 Doncaster Street
Admission is FREE, all are welcome
For more information please contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533

or rbrask@radyjcc.com

Alison Pick’s journey of self-discovery
By BERNIE BELLAN

I haven’t read
“Between Gods” yet; it
was just released on
September 4, so I’m at a
bit of a disadvantage
when it comes to writing
about this book.

Yet, after reading mate-
rial that Rebeca Brask of
the Rady JCC sent to us
about Alison Pick, the
author of “Between
Gods”, along with some
other material that I was
able to find about Alison
on the Internet, I felt
comfortable enough
entering into a phone
interview with her this
past week.

It was somewhat awkward, however, as I talked with Alison about
the process that led to her discovery that her own father, whom she
had always assumed was Christian, was in fact Jewish. Further, her
father’s parents had come to Canada from their native
Czechoslovakia just before the Second World War, had converted to
Christianity upon coming to Canada, and had kept that a well-
guarded secret.

But neither her grandparents nor her father ever told Alison about
her own Jewish ancestry. What a shock it must have been, therefore,
for her to discover, as she told me during our phone conversation,
that she “was 11 when a kid on the playground” told her she was
Jewish. (I didn’t ask her how that other kid knew that.)

There was more to Alison’s story, I read in material about her. She
underwent a period of psychotherapy for depression, from which
she suffered beginning in her twenties. (Interestingly, her father dis-
covered that he was actually Jewish when he also was in his twen-
ties, when he happened to be visiting his parents’ native Prague and
someone disclosed to him that his parents were Jewish by birth.)

“Between Gods”, therefore, is an account of Alison’s coming to
terms both with her depression and her Jewishness. As an award-
winning poet and author of a book, “Far to Go”, that had been long
listed for the prestigious Man Book prize, Alison had already delved
into her family’s story in part through the instrument of fiction.

That novel deals with the struggles of a secular Czech Jewish fam-
ily by the name of Bauer just prior to the Second World War as its
members deal both with heightened anti-Semitism and increasing
strains within the Bauer’s marriage. Here is what one reviewer wrote
about “Far to Go”: “Pick’s gorgeous writing is to be savoured: her
prose is enhanced by a poet’s sensibility. She creates a richly imag-
ined, sensuous world where flavours and aromas waft through the
pages and every detail is vividly drawn.”

What led Alison Pick to take the step to converting to Judaism? 
In an interview that she gave recently to CTV News, she says: “I

wanted to officially convert for a number of reasons, but I would say
less about the religion and more about the culture – the culture that
had been lost in our family and our Holocaust history.” 

That’s not surprising, is it? Someone discovers a deep, dark secret
about some aspect of their family’s history – in this case that they
actually were  Jewish, and is motivated to find out as much as they
can about that history. In the process they find themselves so
enmeshed in learning more about their backgrounds that they
decide to take what seems to be a logical next step toward cement-
ing their identity.

I asked Alison to what extent she now feels herself to be solidly
Jewish.

“I now identify as Jewish,” she said. “I’ve begun practicing some-
thing called ‘uninterrupted’ ”, she explains. It’s where you com-
pletely divorce yourself from normal pursuits for one day – such as
listening to the radio, turning on the TV or the computer, cooking,
driving – in other words, adhering to the same rules that observant
Jews do on Shabbat. The difference for Alison though, is that it does-
n’t have to be on a Saturday that she practices “uninterrupted”, she
notes.

Recently also Alison went to Israel for the first time. Her
Jewishness is such a pervasive aspect of her life now, she says, that
her next novel will be about “the cultural impact of the Holocaust
through one family’s experience.” 

Sounds like the evening with Alison Pick will be fascinating
indeed. I look forward to meeting her in person and hearing more
about her journey of discovery – and of coping with depression.

ALISON PICK: “I wanted to officially
convert for a number of reasons, but
I would say less about the religion
and more about the culture – the cul-
ture that had been lost in our family
and our Holocaust history.”
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Return to Your Roots
Ashkenazie Synagogue

Rabbi: Avrohom Altein    Cantor: David Novikoff
High Holiday Seats: $65/person

University Students and Children Under 13: Free
297 Burrows Ave. R2W 1Z7

Call 589-1517 for Service Times

Wishing you and your family 
 a sweet New Year from  
Marty and Lisa Morantz, 

 Jeremy and Nathan.

Shana Tova

North End Jewish choir entering eighth season
The North End Jewish

Folk Choir begins its
eighth season on
Thursday, October 2.
This unique choral
ensemble has existed in
different forms since
1945 and brings togeth-
er people of all ages and
skill levels, united by
their congeniality and
love of music. 

For years the choir has
performed at various
community venues, pre-
senting songs in Yiddish
and Hebrew, also in
Ladino - the language of
the Jews expelled from
Spain, whose unique
rhythms exemplify the
range and richness of
Jewish culture. A regular feature of its sea-
son has been the choir’s memorial program
honouring the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising. 

This annual program features the often
sad but inspiring music written by and
about heroes and martyrs of the Holocaust.
The choir also performs several times a
year at the Simkin Centre, where its Yiddish
songs are especially appreciated by the
Centre’s residents. 

Our first performance this year will take

place at the Forks on September 27 at
11:00, part of the national Culture Days
festivities.

The choir is welcoming new members of
all ages. The only requirements are a love
of music and Jewish culture. 

The songs are in various languages, but
members need only English. 

For further information contact Dora
Rosenbaum at 204 338-3448 or Roz
Usiskin at 204 582-8512.

Some members of the North End Jewish Choir (2012 photo)

Camp Massad article 
correction

Dear Bernie,
Enjoyed Myron Love’s article on Camp

Massad’s well-deserved honouring of the
Billinkoffs. One slight correction has to be
made in the article. It was the Labour
Zionist Organization that needed to be per-
suaded to allow the site of the Habonim
Camp to be turned over to the Keren
Hatarbut for the creation of a Hebrew-
speaking camp. The Keren Hatarbut (no
direct connection to the LZOC) was a sep-
arate organization devoted to the promul-
gation of Hebrew. Some of the main per-
sonalities of the K. H. were Joe Putter,
Melvin Fenson and George Skulsky. 

Once my Habonim friends and Il, had
convinced the Labour Zionist Organization
of the desirability of having this type of
camp, the same process had to be followed
with the Keren Hatarbut. They were con-
vinced of the concept, but were concerned
that there were no adults at the head of the
new venture. Eddie Yuditsky was brought in
as Camp Director and as a blessing from
Heaven, Leona Billinkoff was suggested by
Rabbi Kravetz to be Camp Mother. Leona
Billinkoff and her husband Alex joined the
new venture, to their everlasting credit and
the rest is history.
Soody Kleiman

LETTER



By BERNIE BELLAN
I’ll admit it – I have a soft spot in my heart

for gadflys – people who like to pose novel or
unsettling questions and who challenge peo-
ple in power. Since I’ve been described as
one myself from time to time, when I read
about someone who’s challenging the status
quo I like to pay attention to what that person
is saying.

For that reason I was particularly intrigued
when a man named David Sanders threw his
hat into the race for mayor on August 7.
Sanders was relatively late in announcing his
candidacy, but for anyone who’s been fol-
lowing Winnipeg City Hall politics, the deci-
sion by David Sanders to run for mayor
offered the possibility that we were going to
see a candidacy that was quite different than
the candidacies of all the others in this year’s
race.

Sanders, you see, has a background as an
expert on urban affairs that sets him apart
from typical politicians. Born and raised in
Winnipeg, Sanders has lived here his entire
life. A graduate of the University of
Manitoba, Sanders has a master’s degree in
Political Science and Economics along with
half a master’s in Business Administration.
(He didn’t have time to complete that degree
when he became a deputy minister in the
Manitoba provincial government, serving in
a number of different departments and under
16 different ministers over a long period of

time, including as Deputy Minister of Urban
Affairs in 1976 in the Ed Schreyer govern-
ment, then later in the 1980s under Howard
Pawley.) Sanders is also a graduate lawyer,
taking on mostly pro bono cases now, he
says. He articled with the Public Interest Law
Centre and currently spends most of his time
handling property and business tax appeals
for commercial and institutional clients.

Sanders was also a journalist at one time –
covering City Hall for the late Winnipeg
Tribune. Now 67, his age might be seen as a
handicap by some and, considering this is his
first foray into politics as a candidate, it’s
rather late in his career to be deciding finally
to run for office. So, I wondered what in par-
ticular may have goaded him into running
now – after so many years serving as a senior
administrator.

“I’ve been a long-time student of City Hall,”
he explained in an interview, “and about a
year and a half ago I was concerned about a
particular issue, which was the south-west
rapid transit corridor. I was quite concerned
by what I saw were distortions of recommen-
dations from consultants and proposals
which made no sense at all to me.”

As a matter of fact, the same day I had
arranged to interview Sanders, he had
released a detailed critical analysis of the bus
rapid transit proposal. Among the points he
made was that the current route was mis-
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All Voting Locations will be open from October 14 - 16 from 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

  
  

  
  

  

  

 

  
  

  

  

  
  
  

  

  

 

Web: www.winnipeg.ca/2014election

Download the App: winnipeg.ca/2014electionapp

Stay informed,
get the app!
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You may not have heard of Winnipeg mayoralty candidate 
David Sanders, but he has a very impressive resumé

Continued on page 23. See “David Sanders”.
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This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at
the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University
Of Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
The new year at the University of Manitoba has started and I teach two classes: Advanced

Hebrew and Yiddish culture. In the Hebrew class we read an article by Sayed Kashua. Kashua,
an Israeli Arab writing in Hebrew, decided to move to the US during the war in Gaza. From
an American suburb he sends articles about the absurd life of an Israeli-Palestinian writing in
Hebrew in America. In the Yiddish class I tell the story of Yiddish speaking Jews who wanted
to become European but remained between two worlds. It seems that today Israelis became
the gentiles and Israeli Arabs became Yiddish speaking diaspora Jews.

York prof to give talk on circumcision

Circumcision: The western World’s 200-year
Debate
Friday, September 19, 2014
11:00 am - 12:30 pm
409 Tier Building, University of Manitoba,
Fort Garry Campus
Bio:
David S. Koffman is an assistant professor in

the Department of History at York University
in Toronto where he teaches the modern
Jewish experience, and American religious
history. 

His PhD dissertation (NYU, 2011), about
encounters between Jews and Native
Americans in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries, won the Salo Wittmayer Baron
Award for Best Dissertation in Jewish History
in the Americas (2009-2012). 

He held a SSHRC Post-Doctoral Fellowship
at the University of Toronto. He has published
work on Jewish Indian-curio traders, and on
the field of Canadian Jewish Studies. He is the
co-editor of the journal Canadian Jewish
Studies.
Abstract:

Circumcision of infant males in modern
Western countries has generated an enormous
amount of fiery controversy. Associations of
medical professionals, psychologists, public
health experts, and a host of citizen groups
have organized to both defend and condemn
the practice and the medical establishment
that has made it routine. 

It has been studied by physicians, theolo-
gians, ethnologists, students of government,
sexuality and psychology. Where there are
heated social debates, there are simmering
cultural anxieties beneath. And wherever
broadly shared anxiety is evident, rich history
can be told. 

This talk analyzes the perennial but shifting
debates around ethics, public hygiene, reli-
gious tolerance, and sexuality that have, in
different times and for different reasons,
focused on this highly charged and somewhat
taboo “site” (more accurately a non-site, the
absent foreskin). 

Unwittingly, Jews appeared in nearly every
turn in circumcision’s social history over the
last century. 

What appears to be clear-cut – the surgical
removal of the foreskin – is in fact a shifting
field of contested meanings.
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Entering our 12th year 
CONGREGATION SHIR TIKVAH 

HIGH HOLY DAY SERVICES 

Traditional Conservative Egalitarian Services in an Alternative Space 
_______________________________________________________ 

DATES 

Rosh Hashanah first day – Thursday, September 25 
Rosh Hashanah second day – Friday, September 26 

Erev Yom Kippur (Kol Nidre) – Friday, October 3 
Yom Kippur  - Saturday, October 4 

 
TICKET PRICES  

(tickets are non-transferable) 
 

Regular Adult (valid for all services) $115 
Restricted Adult (valid for either Rosh Hashanah OR Yom Kippur) $70 

Student (valid for all services) $70 
Children* (ages 2-12) $30 

 
Services take place at the Viscount Gort Hotel   

1670 Portage Ave. @ Route 90 overpass 
 

**** On-site Childrens’Centre Provided **** 
For further information and to purchase tickets please contact 

Sharon Bronstone 204-795-0660 (South) or Anne Trotman 204-339-5219 (North)  

Congregation Shir Tikvah offers High
Holy Day Services

Although we’re still enjoying our very pleasant summery weather, High
Holy Days are just around the corner. At Congregation Shir Tikvah, our fam-
ily of dedicated volunteers is .already in the planning stages for our upcom-
ing Annual High Holy Day Services.

Now, thanks to the great support from our community of loyal followers,
as well as new congregants to our congregation over the years, we are cel-
ebrating our 12th year. We have been providing a comfortable, friendly,
inclusive and participatory service as a real alternative when considering
where to attend traditional High Holy Day Services in a Conservative
Egalitarian environment. Our pricing is reasonable and membership is not
required.

If you have attended our services in the past, please bring your friends and
family members to experience them this year. If you have never attended our
services, please give us a try. In our small congregation, we get to know one
another and each congregant is welcome to participate in our service in one
way or another – it may be an Aliyah, an English reading, a Hebrew read-
ing, etc.

Shir Tikvah services are held at the Viscount Gort Hotel and led by our
experienced service leaders - Adam Bronstone, Cantor Arky Berkal, and this
year we are excited to announce that we have two individuals sharing the
Ba’al Shacharit duties, they are Jared Trotman and Avrom Charach (who is
also our very capable Shofar blower) Adam Bronstone has been leading our
services since our inception, and Arky Berkal, of course, is a Winnipeg can-
torial institution, who we believe is getting even better over the years. Jared
Trotman has been trained by Arky Berkal since his early teens. He is now
married with a young child and lives in Toronto. We are so pleased to have
him back with us for another year. Avrom Charach, a recent addition to our
clergy, is well known in the Winnipeg Jewish Community as a talented and
tireless volunteer for many organizations. He performed beautifully last year,
and we understand that it even gets better, now that he’s had some experi-
ence with us. 

Everyone who attends Shir Tikvah services is invited to actively participate
in them, either by following along in a carefully selected Machzor that
emphasizes transliteration and English commentary, or through more formal
honours such as aliyot and Torah and prayer readings. Tickets for
Congregation Shir Tikvah are reasonably priced so that entire families can
enjoy the services together. In addition to regular adult tickets, the congre-
gation offers special student and children’s rates, as well as restricted tickets
for just Rosh Hashanah or just Yom Kippur. There are no membership
requirements! The congregation also offers on-site child care, handicap
access, a dry kiddish following Rosh Hashanah services and a break-fast fol-
lowing Nilah at the close of Yom Kippur.

More than a decade after its founding, Congregation Shir Tikvah clearly
remains an ideal option for community members looking for an inviting,
warm and meaningful High Holy Day experience.

My adventure in a Tel Aviv hospital 
By BERNIE BELLAN

I’m generally in pretty good physical shape - although
some who know me might say that’s “physical” shape, not
mental shape.

Yet within the past year I’ve had to attend emergency
departments in Israeli hospitals twice - once last October
when I just about to return to Canada and I experienced
severe abdominal pain a couple of hours before I was sup-
posed to get on the plane; then again during my most
recent visit to Israel. This time though, what I went through
was so ridiculous that I thought I just have to write about
this to give everyone a good laugh.

Here’s what happened: Prior to going on the “solidarity
mission” in which I was one of 18 participants, being the
cheapskate that I am, I said to mission organizer Shelley
Faintuch: “I don’t mind sharing a room with someone
else.”

So, Shelley put me in with a very nice chap - who shall
go nameless. As luck would have it though - he was a snor-
er. Now my wife tells me that, while I do snore occasion-
ally, it doesn’t last very long when I do snore. And, of
course, she doesn’t snore - at least not that often (just kid-
ding Meachelle).

But when we checked into our hotel in Jerusalem I knew
I was in trouble immediately. The first night I just grinned
and bore it - and eventually fell asleep from sheer exhaus-
tion for a few hours.

The second night though I remembered that I had
brought along ear plugs - and I put them in. The problem
with ear plugs, as anyone who’s tried them can attest, is
that while they cut out almost all the noise there’s still a
faint echo of what you’re trying to drown out. Still, again I
was so tired that eventually I fell asleep, but not for very
long - and I was beginning to wear down.

The third night in Israel we were in Tel Aviv. The hotel
was very nice, but this particular night I just couldn’t fall
asleep. I kept pushing the ear plugs in deeper and deeper
- and then it happened: I tried to pull one of the ear plugs
out but it broke off with a piece still stuck in my ear. Now
I was in trouble.

I did what I could to try and pry out the piece of ear plug
- to no avail. So I went downstairs to ask at reception
where the closest hospital was.

“Ichilov Hospital”, I was told. (I didn’t especially like the
sound of that name: “Ich-i-lov”, I thought. But I hopped in
a cab and ended up driving to the other side of Tel Aviv. 

When I got dropped off I was amazed at how huge
Ichilov was. In fact, it’s Israel’s second largest hospital (with
1300 beds in four different buildings) - after Tel Hashomer
(which we visited the first day we were in Israel when our
group went to visit wounded soldiers). You can well imag-
ine how overwhelming it would be for a first-time visitor to
try and navigate a hospital of this size, but I eventually
made my way to admissions, then to emergency.

Of course the emergency department was saturated with
individuals who looked to be in far worse shape than me
and, just like at any other emergency department, I was
told to wait.

I decided to look around, however, and saw that there
was another emergency section, this time labelled “surgi-
cal emergency”, and there didn’t seem to be any sort of
queue there. So I sidled up to the desk and asked, in
Hebrew, whether there was an ear, nose and throat doctor
that I could see. I was told to go up to the eighth floor.

Finding the right elevator - as it always is in these gar-
gantuan hospitals, wasn’t easy, but eventually I found the
right elevator and got off at the eighth floor - only to be met
with a huge empty atrium. But, branching out from the
atrium was a series of different corridors - all behind doors.
I didn’t see a door marked “ear, nose and throat”, but I did
see one marked “maxillofacial surgery”, and I thought I’d
go in there to see whether someone there might direct me
to the proper department.

I opened the door and saw what appeared to be a brand
new ward - no one in sight, a lot of empty rooms and noth-
ing else. I turned around and tried to open the door - but
it was locked. “Oh-oh”, I thought: “This isn’t good”. So I
headed down the hall looking for an exit. The only exit that
I could find was to a stairway. So I entered the stairway and
thought I’d simply go down to the next floor and see

Continued on next page.



whether I could make my way out. No such
luck. Each door to each floor was locked. I
walked down eight floors, trying the door on
each floor, only to discover they were all
locked.

Now remember this is also the middle of
the night - around 4:30 am by this time, and
the hospital was pretty quiet to begin with
when I first walked in through its main doors.
I knew I was in trouble; the thought did occur
to me that this was an entire new wing and
that no one was going to find me there for
who knows how long? “Was I going to die in
a hospital stairwell?” I thought.

So I walked back up the eight floors I had
just descended and proceeded to climb - to
the ninth, to the tenth, finally to the eleventh
floor where - much to my everlasting relief,
the door opened. I made my way down the
corridor and this time the door opened.

I went back down to the emergency surgi-
cal desk and asked: “Where the heck is the
ear, nose and throat” department? 

“Oh,” I was told, “just go back to the eighth
floor, wait in that central atrium, and some-
one will come out to meet you.”

I went back up to the eighth floor, but rather
than wait for someone to meet me, I pro-
ceeded to a different door than the one I had
opened - the one that locked behind me. I
opened the door carefully and peered inside.
Sure enough, there were humans there. A
nurse saw me and asked whether I was the
guy who was there to see an ear, nose and
throat doctor. I said I was and she told me to
have a seat. A doctor would be out to see me

in a few minutes, she said.
In a few minutes a rather rotund individual

who told me he was Russian (and who
looked more like a butcher than a doctor)
told me to follow him. I described my prob-
lem and he examined the ear that had the ear
plug stuck inside. Taking a sharp probe, he
extracted the ear plug quite quickly - and
without causing me any discomfort. But - he
wasn’t finished. He said he wanted to exam-
ine my other ear.

“You have some wax in your ear,” he told
me. Before I knew it he was poking me with
the sharp probe, but this time he was really
causing me pain.

“Ow!” I thought. He just cut me. Sure
enough, the doctor took some gauze, put it
up to my ear lobe, and said: “Hold this”. 

He still wasn’t finished though. After poking
some more in my ear, finally he put some cot-
ton batten in there and said: “Keep this in
there”.

“What the hell had he done to me?” I won-
dered. My ear was really hurting, my ear lobe
was bleeding, and he had done something to
my ear drum. Then he told me he would be
back in a few minutes after filling out some
paperwork.

Frankly I was so pissed off at what had just
happened that, rather than go to the admis-
sions desk to pay the 400 shekels I had been
told it would cost to see a doctor when I first
entered the hospital, I simply decided to take
a cab back to the hotel without paying. (Okay
- I know I would eventually have been reim-
bursed for my outlay, but after having been
butchered by that joke of a doctor, I thought:
“Let them come and find me. If this were

Winnipeg I’d be thinking malpractice.” Then
again, “maybe that’s the way Russian doctors
administer to patients”, I thought. Regardless
I made my way back to the hotel - just in time
to have some breakfast and get on the bus for
that day’s itinerary.

What had happened though, I discovered,
is that the doctor had punctured my ear
drum. It continued to drain the next few
nights and I was just about ready to go see
another doctor when I thought I’ll just Google
“punctured ear drum” and see what the con-
sequences of having that happen might be. It
turns out that punctured ear drums are fairly
common occurrences and they almost always
heal on their own. So, I left it to heal on its
own - which it eventually did.

To add insult to injury, when I asked
whether I could get a room of my own for the
final two nights of the mission, so that I could
finally get some sleep, I was told that I could,
but that it would cost an extra $370. My
roommate and I agreed to split the cost.
(When I asked Shelley Faintuch how much
the rooms had actually cost she told me that
we got them for $100/night - a fantastic deal
and a reflection how badly tourism was suf-
fering in Israel, but to think we were being
gouged an extra $185 for a single supplement
- well, I’ll let you come to your own conclu-
sions as to how upright that hotel was.

There’s a lesson in this somewhere - proba-
bly that when two men reach a certain age
the probability is that at least one of them is
going to be a snorer. Next time I travel solo!
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Rabbi Karen Soria, Temple Shalom's Rabbi is joined on the bimah by Cantor 
Len Udow and the Temple Shalom Choir, conducted by Janet Pelletier-

Goetze.   The music is both traditional and contemporary with instrumentation. 

High Holydays Services 

S'lichot 

Saturday    September 20  10:00 pm 
 
Rosh Hashanah 

Wednesday   September 24    7:30 pm 
Thursday   September 25  10:00 am 
Friday    September 26  10:00 am 
Friday, Shabbat Shuvah  September 26   7:30 pm 
    
 
Tashlich 

Sunday    September 28   3:30 pm  off site 
Children's service  September 28  11:30 am Bridge 
Drive In 
 
Kol Nidre 

Friday    October 3   7:30 pm 
 
Yom Kippur 

Saturday   October 4  10:00 am 
Study Session with Rabbi Karen      2:00 pm 
Concluding Services       4:00 pm 
 
Sukkot Family Service  

Friday    October 10    7:30 pm  
with Pot-Luck supper       6:15 pm 
 
Family services 

Rosh Hashanah Day  September 24   9:15 am 
Yom Kippur Day  October 4   9:15 am 
 
Reserve early as seating is limited.  Memberships available which include High 
Holyday tickets.  For more information please call Temple Shalom @ 204-453-

1625 or email us at  tshalom1@gmail.com .  Childcare may be available for 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings.  It is necessary to register with the 
office if childcare is needed.   
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The Rady JCC and the Jewish Post and News present
The People of the Book: 

Jewish Book Club 2014-15 Season
The Rady JCC and The Jewish Post and News present the third year of The People

of the Book Jewish Book Club. Socialize and discuss these wonderful books with a
group of like-minded (or not!) peers. Coffee is on us!  For more information please
contact Rebecca Brask at 204-477-7533 or rbrask@radyjcc.com. Pre-registration is
welcome but not necessary. All are welcome to participate in this book club. All
book club meetings will be at 7:30pm and take place in the Kroft board room.
Tuesday, Sept 30, 2014: This is Where I Leave You by Jonathan Tropper/ Facilitated
by Bernie Bellan

The death of Judd Foxman’s father marks the first time that the entire Foxman clan
has congregated in years. There is, however, one conspicuous absence: Judd’s wife,
Jen, whose affair with his radio- shock-jock boss has recently become painfully pub-
lic. Simultaneously mourning the demise of his father and his marriage, Judd joins
his dysfunctional family as they reluctantly sit shiva-and spend seven days and
nights under the same roof. A riotously funny, emotionally raw novel about love,
marriage, divorce, family, and the ties that bind- whether we like it or not.
Tuesday, Nov 25, 2014: The Attack by Yasmina Khadra and John Cullen (trans) /
Facilitated by Deborah Schnitzer

A timely and haunting novel that powerfully illuminates the devastating human
costs of terrorism. Dr. Amin Jaafari is an Arab-Israeli surgeon at a hospital in Tel Aviv.
As an admired and respected member of his community, he has carved a space for
himself and his wife, Sihem, at the crossroads of two troubled societies. Jaafari’s
world is abruptly shattered when Sihem is killed in a suicide bombing. As evidence
mounts that Sihem could have been responsible for the catastrophic bombing,
Jaafari begins a tortured search for answers. 
Tuesday,  Jan 20, 2015: The Afterlife of Stars by Joseph Kertes / Facilitated by
Charlene Diehl

In the waning months of 1956, while Russian tanks roll into the public squares of
Budapest to crush the Hungarian Revolution, brother’s Robert and Attila Beck flee
with their family to the Paris townhouse of their great-aunt Hermina. As they travel
through minefields both real and imagined, Robert and Attila grapple with sibling
rivalry, family secrets, and incalculable loss to arrive at a place they thought they’d
lost forever: home.
Tuesday, Mar 17, 2015: The Sisters Weiss by Naomi Ragen/ Facilitated by Tikvah
Ellis

In 1950’s Brooklyn, sisters Rose and Pearl Weiss grow up in a loving but strict ultra-
Orthodox family, never dreaming of defying their parents or their community’s
unbending and intrusive demands. Then, a chance meeting with a young French
immigrant turns Rose’s world upside down. Powerful, page-turning and deeply mov-
ing, The Sisters Weiss is an unforgettable examination of loyalty and betrayal; the dif-
ferences that can tear a family apart and the invisible bonds that tie them together.
Tuesday, April 28, 2015: An American Bride in Kabul by Phyllis Chesler  /
Facilitated by Tami Jacobi, Associate Professor, Chair, M.A. Program, Political
Studies Dept. U of M. 

Few westerners will ever be able to understand Muslim or Afghan society unless
they are part of a Muslim family. Twenty years old and in love, Phyllis Chesler, a
Jewish-American girl from Brooklyn, embarked on an adventure that has lasted for
more than a half-century. This dramatic tale re-creates a time gone by, a place that
is no more, and shares the way in which Chesler turned adversity into a passion for
world-wide social, educational, and political reform.

Carol Matas & Per Brask 

Joint Book Launch and Signing 
October 1, 7 p.m. at McNally Robinson 
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In the Atrium of McNally Robinson, Grant Park Mall, 1120 Grant Avenue�

The congregation originally
announced a fundraising campaign
in the winter of 2012. The stated goal
was to raise somewhere between
$1.5 and $2 million to tear down the

current structure and replace it with a smaller building on one level.
The second chapter began last summer (2013) when the Herzlia

board approached the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg with an offer
to turn over ownership of its building and land to the federation. In
return, the federation would help with the cost of replacing the
worn out boilers and generally upgrading the building. The payoff
for the Federation was the possibility of opening a second daycare
in the building to house children for whom there was no space at
the day care at the Campus.

Israel Ludwig, the Federation president at that time, noted that the
federation was looking for a space for 60 new daycare spaces. The
federation provided
funding to hire a con-
tractor and architect to
draft a new initial build-
ing plan and drawings
for the synagogue. That
plan largely fell through
when the federation saw
the costs that would be
involved.

A few months back,
Hershfield announced
that synagogue members hadpledged close to $900,000 to upgrade
their shul. How large a building Herzlia would build, he said,
would depend on the federation and the additional day care spaces.

“If we have to go on our own, we will build a smaller shul on one
level,” he added. “There are also other potential sources of funding
we can look into.”

With the Federation having decided to put its daycare extension
somewhere else, the congregation found itself on its own.

Hershfield reports that the price tag for the new 7,000 square foot
building will be about $1.8 million. The new building will consist of
the sanctuary, a library, offices and a party room.

“We hope to cover the cost by fundraising as well as possibly sell-
ing part of our land,” he says. “We will have to take out a mortgage
to make up the difference.”

He reports that the work of demolishing the existing building will
begin right after Sukkot. Over the next few months, the congrega-
tion will daven on Shabbat in a nearby public school and in mem-
bers’ homes for daily services.

“We believe that Winnipeg needs a strong Orthodox shul and we
want the Herzlia to be that shul,” Hershfield says.

Herzlia
Continued from page 1.

“We believe that
Winnipeg needs a

strong Orthodox shul
and we want the
Herzlia to be that

shul,” Hershfield says.



By BERNIE BELLAN
A few issues back I wrote about a terrific book titled “The Avengers”.

That book dealt primarily with the story of a very brave group of Jews who
managed to escape from the Vilna ghetto, led by a heroic figure by the
name of Abba Kovner - who went on to became a leader of a band of
Jewish partisans in the Lithuanian forests. Later Kovner became famous in
Israel, both for playing a major role during the War of Independence in
1948, also for becoming one of Israel’s most famous poets.

(As a matter of fact, during my recent trip to Israel as part of our com-
munity’s “solidarity mission”, I took some time to visit Bet Hatfutsot (the
Diaspora Museum). The museum features a major section about Abba
Kovner.)

In “The Avengers”, however, the story is told how Kovner played an
instrumental role in organizing a group of Jewish Holocaust survivors of
the Holocaust into a ruthless band of “avengers”, who set about killing
Nazis who were complicit in war crimes, but who had either escaped
detection by the Allied powers or who had been released from prison.
One plot, supposedly conceived by Kovner, however, was to poison the
bread that was to be fed to some 8,000 German prisoners of war who
were being held by the Americans in Nuremburg. In the book the story
how the poison was injected into the loaves makes for a fantastic tale, but
the author of the book concludes that, while it seems plausible that a
good many Germans did die as a result, the Americans were too embar-
rassed to admit that there had been a serious breach in their security sys-
tem. As a result, there was never any official report of any Germans hav-
ing died as a result of having eaten poisoned bread.

But, as I wrote in my original review of “The Avengers”, the story of
Abba Kovner and his group of assassins got me to thinking about anoth-
er related story, which was the supposed murder of a Nazi war criminal
in Winnipeg in 1960 at the hands of an Israeli agent. That story first sur-

faced in a book that was originally published in 1981, and was written by
a former BBC news correspondent by the name of Michael Elkins. The
name of the book is “Forged in Fury” and it is not easy to get a hold of a
copy of that book in Winnipeg. (It’s not available at the Winnipeg Public
Library and is not for sale at any local bookstore that I could find.) I was
able to order a copy on Amazon though, for quite a low price, and there
were quite a few other copies available on that site.

What a book! As was the case when I started to read “The Avengers”, as
soon as I began to read “Forged in Fury” I just couldn’t put it down.
Interestingly Elkins also describes the plot to poison the bread in that
American prison, but he gives the credit for organizing the plot to anoth-
er figure than Kovner altogether – primarily someone by the name of
Victor Berger, along with a mysterious figure known in the book only as
“Israel”. Also Elkins insists that several hundred Germans died as a result
of having eaten the poisoned bread, which puts him at odds with the
account given in “The Avengers”, and which leads us to conclude that
we’ll never know whether anyone actually died.

It’s too bad though that Michael Elkins died in 2001, because now we’ll
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More about the Nazi war criminal who was found hanging in his St. James garage in 1960

Convenient. Professional. Productive.

Winnipeg, Manitoba  R2C 4H4
P: 204.661.6900  |  F: 204.661.6850

store401@theupsstore.ca 
www.TheUPSStore.ca/401

Josh Kass Owner & Franchisee

5,000 BUSINESS CARDS  $249.99

5,000 POSTCARDS   $299.99

5,000 BROCHURES $449.99

WISHES YOU & YOUR FAMILY A WONDERFUL 

5,000 FLYERS    $399.99

ROSH HASHANAH

Before taxes. Offer valid only at The UPS Store #401. Not valid with any other offer. 
Offer valid only with this coupon. Limit one coupon per customer. Some exceptions 
may apply. See details at The UPS Store #401. Offer ends November 30th, 2014

Jewish Child and Family Service
Launches Inspiring Speaker Series
JCFS has established a new speaker series called “Can We Talk

About....” As part of the important mandate of JCFS in supporting
individuals and families who are dealing with challenging issues
in their lives, JCFS is showcasing qualified and dynamic speakers
on a variety of thought provoking social issues. 

For its inaugural program, JCFS is presenting: “Can We Talk
About… Grief” featuring acclaimed author Lynda Fishman.
Lynda will share her story on loss, grief and moving forward; of
tragedy, triumph and tenacity. 

In 1970, when she was just 13-years-old, Lynda Fishman’s life
was altered forever when her mother and two sisters were killed
in an airplane crash. 

Fishman recounts this terrible time and the four decades since
in her moving book Repairing Rainbows: A True Story of Family,
Tragedy and Choices. 

She could have fallen into despair, but instead, as she writes in
her novel, “I chose life.” 

Fishman has dedicated her life to learning, growing and mak-
ing a difference. She was determined to find meaning and pur-
pose in her life - to live a life that matters. 

Lynda is a trained clinical Social Worker, a motivational speak-
er and facilitator. Lynda will be sharing her moving story on
Thursday, October 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. at the Shaarey Zedek
Synagogue, 561 Wellington Crescent. 

Everyone is welcome to attend this inspiring evening. 
Tickets are available through Jewish Child and Family Service

204-477-7430 jcfs@jcfswinnipeg.org. Ticket prices are indicated
in the accompanying ad.

Continued on next page.
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also never know whether
what he wrote about the

Winnipeg incident was fact or fiction. The few references to the
Winnipeg incident that I was able to find – including what both Gene
Telpner and Myron Love wrote about the story years ago, leave open
to speculation whether there was anything at all to Elkins’ account.
Here is what he wrote – almost at the very end of the book:

“Arnie Berg flew from South American to Canada and on to
Winnipeg, to arrive before Alexander Laak could run further for fear
of retribution for the hundred thousand Jews he had ordered killed
when he had been commandant of the Jagala death camp in Estonia.
Berg took his man into the garage of Laak’s suburban home, and told
Laak how he intended to kill him – and his wife, when she got home
from the cinema. After fifteen minutes of this, Laak begged for the
mercy of being allowed to kill himself ‘decently’. So Berg gave him a
rope; and left him hanging there…a clear case of suicide.”

There is one other reference to Alexander Laak in the book – very
early on, when his name is lumped in with several other Nazis asso-
ciated with the running of the Jagala death camp – two of whom were
hanged by the Russians, but one other “who was found dead in a
ditch in West Germany in 1953”. Later in the book Elkins explains
that very often when Nazis were murdered by avenging Jews their
deaths were made either to look like suicides or accidents.

Where “Forged in Fury” departs from “The Avengers” in a way that
I found quite puzzling is in the author’s almost total avoidance of any
mention of Abba Kovner. Instead “Fury” concentrates on the stories of
six other individuals – five men and one woman, who went on to
form a group known as “Din” (“judgment’ in Hebrew). All of them,
except for Arie Berg, were European by birth, and while one of them,
the aforementioned Victor Berger, was French and had never been a
prisoner in a Nazi camp, all of these European-born Jews decided to
remain in Europe following the war to hunt down Nazis, rather than
try to go to Palestine immediately – which was where they might have
been expected to go – especially by the Hagana, given the invaluable
leadership skills each of them possessed.

Arnie Berg’s story is absolutely fantastic. He was born with a prover-
bial “silver spoon” in his mouth to a rich Jewish family that was
almost totally assimilated. Years before his birth one of Berg’s forbears
had made a fortune serving as the ship’s doctor on a British priva-
teering boat. (Elkins offers some interesting insights about how so
many fortunes have their roots in totally illicit circumstances.)

In any event though, Berg discarded his family’s fortune and made
his way out west to California during the “dirty 30s”, when he was
reduced to working as a field hand under what were then slave-like
conditions. Hardened by his experience, Berg became an active orga-
nizer of other field workers – and developed a reputation for being
willing to resort to violence to achieve his goals.

In time he came to work for General “Wild” Bill Donavan, who was
the genius behind the O.S.S. (Office of Strategic Services), which was
the precursor to the C.I.A. According to “Forged in Fury”, Berg devel-
oped quite a capability as an assassin, primarily in the United States
itself, dispatching German and Japanese agents, then later in South
America, which had become a common destination for many
Germans even prior to World War II.

What Elkins doesn’t explain, however, is how he obtained his infor-
mation about Berg. Presumably he interviewed him – as he seems to
have done with the other members of “Din” who found their way to
Israel, but he never says what became of Berg. 

Interestingly, other than the reference to Berg in “Forged in Fury”, I
could find no other mention of him on the Internet. Like so many of
the other characters in “Fury” though, he is larger than life – incredi-
bly brave and absolutely dispassionate about killing. Unlike the other
members of Din, moreover, Berg did not endure any particular hard-
ships at the hands of the Nazis, nor is there any suggestion that he lost
any relatives during the Holocaust.

One more tantalizing tidbit: It seems that Quentin Tarantino’s film
“Inglorious Basterds” was partly inspired by the story of the members
of Din – a roving Jewish hit squad that conjured up nightmarish
visions among other Nazis who understood that all those “acciden-
tal” deaths of their comrades were not really accidents at all.

Am I done with reading about Jewish avengers? Who knows? Both
these books have been so outright gripping – and well-written, that if
there are more books out there like these two, I’d be inclined to try
and get a hold of them too. One word of warning about “Forged in
Fury”, however; the author’s descriptions of the horrors to which Jews
were subjected by Germans and their acolytes, primarily in Eastern
Europe, are devastatingly detailed. While the final part of the book is
devoted to describing the vengeance that certain Jews sought to per-
petrate upon their torturers, the main part of the book focuses on
those very tortures. When you read about how certain astonishingly
brave individuals were able to survive unimaginable horrors and
ended up making invaluable contributions to what ultimately became
a series of Jewish resistance movements throughout Eastern Europe,
you will be left shaking your head wondering where on earth they
found the will to survive.

Continued from previous page.



By MYRON
LOVE 

Traditionally,
there are three
times in the
year when the
Jewish National
Fund makes its
major pitches
for support for
its projects in
Israel. These are
the Tu B’shevat
telethon in late
January/ear ly
February, the
Negev Gala in
June and erev
Yom Kippur – in
the synagogues
– when more
members of our
c o m m u n i t y
attend services
than at any
other time of
the year.

This Yom Tov,
says JNF
Winnipeg exec-
utive director
Rob Berkowits,
the JNF is look-
ing to raise
$ 6 0 , 0 0 0 -
80,000 in
Winnipeg to
purchase two to
three portable
bomb shelters
for JNF person-
nel and visitors
to JNF forests
on Israel’s
periphery.

KKL-JNF personnel continued to work in
Israel’s forests all through the recent war,”
says Berkowits The dedicated forestry person-
nel tended forests and woodlands and con-
tinued their daily tasks almost as usual (as
their work was regularly interrupted by siren
alerts warning of oncoming
missiles). The many visitors to
KKL-JNF forests and centers
as well as KKL-JNF personnel
who work in forests and field
offices had no shelters and
were exposed to the danger
of missile attacks.”

To provide that protection
should there be future such
conflicts, the KKL-JNF is pur-
chasing and installing
portable bomb shelters at
KKL-JNF centers in the coun-
try’s periphery. The concrete
bomb shelters, some 11
square meters in size, can
contain up to 30 people.
They feature concrete
entranceways, filters in the
event of biological warfare,
chemical toilets and bomb
proof windows and doors.
Each shelter costs $30,000 to
purchase and install.

The Winnipeg campaign is
part of a Canada-wide
appeal, Berkowits notes.

“Your donation will go towards the vital
project of protecting and saving the lives
of the forestry workers and many visitors
to KKL-JNF forests in Israel.”

For further information or to make a
contribution, phone 947-0207 or email
winnipeg.jnf.ca.
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JNF raising funds for portable bomb shelters
for Israeli forestry workers, forest visitors
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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Children entering a portable JNF bomb shelter this past summer

At play inside the shelter



How Jewish reporters in Muslim lands hide their identity 

By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Don’t bring it up. If it comes up, change the

subject. If you can’t change the subject, consider an outright denial. 
Those are some of the strategies used by Jewish reporters working in

the Arab and Muslim Middle East to conceal their religious heritage.
The dangers facing Jewish journalists in the region became evident

this week after the beheading of a dual American-Israeli citizen,
Steven Sotloff, by the jihadist group Islamic State, or ISIS. 

It’s not known whether ISIS was aware that Sotloff was Jewish.
Colleagues believe his kidnapping by ISIS-affiliated terrorists in 2012
in Syria was one of opportunity and not a deliberate targeting. James
Foley, another journalist kidnapped by ISIS and beheaded last month
by the terror group, was Catholic.

However, Sotloff’s family in South Florida, his friends and colleagues
- indeed much of the journalistic community - went to lengths to con-
ceal his family’s deep involvement in the Jewish community and his
Israeli citizenship in order not to draw his captors’ attention to a fac-
tor that may have exacerbated his ordeal. JTA did not report on his
captivity for the same reason. 

The captors of Daniel Pearl, a Wall Street Journal correspondent kid-
napped and beheaded by terrorists in Pakistan in 2002, made a point
of his Jewishness. In the video showing his execution, they included
Pearl saying “My father is Jewish, my mother is Jewish. I am a Jew”
among his final words. 

“We send our deepest condolences to the family of Steven Sotloff,”
Pearl’s parents, Judea and Ruth, said in a statement emailed to JTA.
“We know too well the pain of such horrific loss. Once again the
world has seen the horror of terrorism in action. We continue to find
strength in the belief that united, civilization will triumph and human-
ity will prevail.” 

As ethnic and sectarian origins loom large in every encounter, keep-
ing Sotloff’s Jewish identity under wraps made sense, said Janine
Zacharia, who has reported in the region for the Washington Post. 

“For me, the first question whenever I met anyone in the Arab world
was ‘where are you from,’ and they weren’t asking whether it was the
United States or Canada - it was ‘are you a Muslim or a Jew?’ ” said
Zacharia, who was based in Jerusalem for the Post from 2009 until
2011 and who now lectures at Stanford University. 

“I would say, ‘I’m from New York or D.C.,’ and if they persisted, I
would say ‘My grandfather is from Greece,’ which is true. I didn’t want
to say what my religion was,” she said. 

Another Jerusalem-based correspondent who asked not to be named
because she is still reporting throughout the region said she drew on
the experiences of extended family who are Christian to pretend she
was as well. 

“You hear it in conversation. ‘You’re not a Jew, are you?’ ” said this
correspondent, who knew Sotloff. She said it was especially pro-
nounced in Libya during the overthrow of Muammar Gadhafi there in
2011. “There was so much indoctrination against Jews, but they did-
n’t know Jews.” 
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Continued on next page.

Yom Tov services at Talmud
Torah - Beth Jacob Synagogue 
Do you want to have a

blast on Rosh Hashanah?
If you want to experience
a spiritual and meaning-
ful Yom Tov service,
please join us again this
year and bring your
friends to the Talmud
Torah - Beth Jacob
Synagogue 1525 Main
Street. This year, Dr. Larry
Gornish of St. Louis,
Missouri will again con-
duct the services as well
as speak about the prayers.

For more information about the High
Holidays and seats, please call Percy at
(204)589-3231 or Miriam at (204)582-
6685. Students are welcome free of charge.
Our building is wheelchair accessible.

Erev Rosh Hashanah, Wednesday,
September. 24 , 7:00 p.m. Rosh Hashanah,
1st Day, Thursday, September 25 and 2nd
Day, Friday, September 26 at 8:30 a.m. Kol
Nidrei, Friday, October 3 at 6:45 p.m. Yom
Kippur, Saturday, October 4 at 9:00 a.m.

Selichot will be conducted by Dr. Michael
Eskin at Midnight, Saturday, September 20.
Refreshments at 11:15 p.m.

DR. LARRY
GORNISH
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Bernie & Meachelle Bellan

& Brood

wish all their friends & relatives
a Happy New Year

979 Queenston Bay Winnipeg

Leonard and Marge Bakalinsky

wish their family and friends a Healthy
and Happy New Year

409-2000 Sinclair St. Winnipeg

Arthur & Elaine Charach

& Family

Wish their Family & Friends a
 Healthy and Happy New Year

2 Hillhouse Rd. Winnipeg

Joe Elfenbaum

& Family

wish their relatives and friends a Happy and
Healthy New Year.

79 Tanoak Park Dr. Winnipeg

Jack, Steven, Bonnie, Jada & Seth

Bryan, Kristin, Rylie, Karys & Amy Buchalter

would like to wish all their relatives and friends a
New Year of peace, health and happiness

114 Hiddleston Cres. Winnipeg

A happy, healthy & prosperous New Year
to all our family & friends

Larry, Michele,

Aidan & Akiva Fishman

771 Oak St. Winnipeg

Mrs. B. Fliegel,

Family & Grandchildren

May the coming New Year bring to you
and yours all the blessings of

Peace, Health, Joy and Happiness!
 207W-1780 Grant Ave.                   Winnipeg

Morris & Mildred Faintuch

& daughter Rennie

take this opportunity to wish all
 relatives and friends

a New Year of
Peace, Health and Happiness

Abe and Toni Berenhaut

and Family

wish all their family and friends a Healthy
and Prosperous New Year

22 Aster Avenue Winnipeg

Sarah Friedman

& Family

extend to all their relatives and friends best
wishes for a Happy, Healthy and

Prosperous New Year.

806-1305 Grant Ave. Winnipeg

Clarice Silver and Syd Bercovich

wish their children and grandchildren,
 friends and relatives a

Healthy and Happy New Year

804-141 Wellington Cres. Winnipeg

Shana Tova to all our friends & family
Sharon Bronstone,

Linda, Jay, & Braiden Filbert

Heather, Samantha, Morgan & Hazel Shalom,

Adam and Valorie Bronstone

and Sydney Collante

SAM AXELROD

REALTOR - SUTTON GROUP

wishing you all a
Healthy and Happy New Year

2014 5775

Best wishes for a
Happy and Healthy

New Year
to all of our relatives and friends

Earl & Cheryl Barish
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Suspicion of Jews is not straightforward, cor-
respondents said. Often it is wrapped into
other issues - for instance, being based at
Jerusalem, which hundreds of foreign journal-
ists are. Many governments in the region tend
to ban entry to correspondents, regardless of
religious heritage, who are based in Israel. 

When they are allowed in, Jerusalem corre-
spondents traveling to Arab countries go to
lengths to cover up any Israel ties: ripping tags
out of clothes, leaving Israeli cash with trusted
friends in transit cities, shutting down social
media accounts. 

It’s not just an Israel address that can raise
mistrust. First impressions in the region often
take into account one’s background and pre-
sumed loyalties. 

Aaron Schachter, who was based in Lebanon
and Jerusalem for the BBC in the last decade,
said that in Lebanon, asking one’s background
was a natural opening conversational gambit.
But when the answer was “Jewish,” he said,
there was a patina of suspicion that he called
“creepy.” 

“In Lebanon it was slightly threatening
because everyone pays attention to what you
are - Sunni, Shia - and it’s not unusual for
someone to call attention to it, but at a point

it’s vaguely threatening” for Jews, said
Schachter, now an assignment editor for The
World, a Public Radio International program. 

“I know what you are,” he recalled an inter-
locutor affiliated with Hezbollah, the Lebanon-
based group that repeatedly waged war with
Israel, as saying. The man drew the conclusion,
correctly, that Schachter was Jewish from his
first name.

“I know they’re going to try to figure out who
you are, whether a Maronite Christian or
Orthodox Christian,” Schachter said. “But
when you have someone say ‘I know what you
are,’ what is the purpose of that in the course
of the conversation we’re having?” 

One thing journalists quickly learn is that the
Jewish “tells” in the West don’t mean much in
the Middle East. Jewish names obvious in the
West are not at all so in the region, and stereo-
typical “Jewish looks” among westerners are
indistinguishable from the Mediterranean and
Middle Eastern features that are common
throughout the Middle East. 

“My name might have been Miriam Leah
Goldbergstein, and I wouldn’t have worried,”
said Lisa Goldman, who reported for various
outlets in Lebanon and then in Cairo during
the Arab Spring in 2011. 

A non-Jewish Baghdad correspondent for a
major U.S. outlet recalled that in 2009, she
and another American staffer were alarmed
when they learned that a U.S.-based staffer for

Continued from previous page.

Continued on next page.

When they are allowed in,
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ing to Arab countries go to
lengths to cover up any Israel

ties: ripping tags out of clothes,
leaving Israeli cash with trusted
friends in transit cities, shutting

down social media accounts.
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Larry and Moraina

 Hochman

wish their family and friends a
Very Happy and Healthy New Year.

Ruth & Abbot Karasick

& Family

wish their family and friends a New Year of
Peace, Health and Happiness.

31 Verbena St. Winnipeg

Saul and Brenda Greenberg,

Sarah and Jenna

wish all their relatives & friends a Healthy
and Happy New Year

653 Campbell St. Winnipeg

Sunny, Sheldon & Nikki Kaminsky

and Marvin & Brenda Kass and family

wish all our relatives and friends peace
and a Healthy & Happy New Year

2025-905 Shaftesbury Blvd. Winnipeg

Lilian & Ike Greenfeld

and family

wish all their relatives & friends
a Happy and Healthy New Year

211-597 Jefferson Ave. Winnipeg

We wish our family, friends and Kol Israel a
Healthy, Happy and Prosperous New Year

Frieda Hechtenthal and

Dr. Norman Hechtenthal

Libby Greenfield & family
wish their relatives and friends a New Year of

Health, Peace and Happiness

A Peaceful, Healthy & Happy New Year to
my children, grandchildren, relatives &

friends and all of Israel

Fay Hoch

Susan, Philip and Josh

Kahanovitch

wish their family and friends
a Happy and Healthy New Year

120 Arrowwood Dr. N.                  Winnipeg

Linda & Fivie Gunn and Family

wish all their relatives and friends a
Happy and Healthy New Year

67 Attache Dr.        Winnipeg

Shanah Tovah to all our family and friends
for a Healthy, Happy and Peaceful

New Year

Barbara and Harry Kaplan

and family

Hilda and Isaac Gotfried

and family

wishing all their relatives and friends a
Healthy and Happy New Year

2028-905 Shaftesbury Blvd.  Winnipeg

Evelyn and Bernie Goldstein

wish their family and friends a
Happy and Healthy New Year

54 Vanier Drive Winnipeg

Georges and Carol Goldenstein

and family

wish their friends and relatives
a Healthy and Happy New Year

the outlet was on his way in for a reporting
stint. From his looks and name, she said, they
immediately surmised he was Jewish. 

Stoking their alarm was the fact that local
Iraqi hires were unabashed in their anti-Jewish
hostility, at least in conversation with the non-
Jewish American staffers, said this correspon-
dent who asked not to be named to speak
freely. 

So she and the other American devised a
plan: The incoming reporter would be met in
Amman, Jordan, by the local Iraqi hires and
taken out for dinner before traveling to
Baghdad. Neither the incoming reporter nor
the Iraqis knew the true agenda of the dinner,
and the Iraqis were not told that the reporter
was Jewish. 

Afterward, she recalled, she casually asked
the local hires for their impressions of the new-
comer - would he fit in? Their reactions were
universally positive; no one had guessed he
was Jewish. 

“It’s an issue,” said this correspondent, who
knew Sotloff and after his kidnapping obses-
sively tracked on the Internet whether his
Jewishness was exposed.

“There’s so much conspiracy indulgence,”
she said. “There’s so much suspicion about
spies, Israeli spies.” 

Jamie Tarabay, a senior staff writer for Al
Jazeera who is not Jewish, said the anti-Jewish
hostility alarmed her during her reporting in
Baghdad for a number of major U.S. outlets. 

“All I know is that people who might have
been Jewish in Baghdad, you kept it quiet, you
did not talk about it,” she said. 

Goldman said that the educated profession-
als she encountered in Lebanon and Egypt
were at pains to distinguish between Jews and
Zionists. 

“People’s minds are very muddled, they talk
about the people of the book, the tolerance
that the Prophet had for the Jews, but they are
aware most Jews support Israel as an identity
issue,” said Goldman, now the director of the
Israel-Palestine initiative at the New America
Foundation, a think tank. 

Goldman recalled a casual conversation she
had in her pidgin Arabic with a cab driver in
Cairo in 2011, during the uprising. The mood
was festive and it began well, she said. 

“’Where are you from?’ ‘Canada.’ ‘Walla!
Are you a Christian?’ ‘No I’m Jewish,’”
Goldman recounted. “He must have changed
color five times and went silent.” 

She asked an Egyptian friend later about the
encounter and was told that years of anti-
Jewish government propaganda had left its
mark. 

“ ‘He was probably wondering where your
horns were,’ ” her friend told her. 

Continued from previous page.
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where your horns were,’ ” her

friend told her. 
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Joanne, Sam & Dawn Katz

Candice, Geoffrey,

Chloe, Ethan, Madelyne & Oren Katz

wish all their relatives and friends
a Healthy, Happy and

 Prosperous New Year.

SAM and EDITH KIMELMAN

extend  best wishes to our children,
grandchildren, relatives and friends for a

HAPPY, HEALTHY and
PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

1204-200 Tuxedo Ave.         Winnipeg

Elaine & Bernie Lofchick,

along with their children,

grandchildren &

great-granddaughters

wish all their family and friends
a Healthy & Happy New Year

Robbie Mazo

wishes her family, friends and clients a very
Happy & Healthy New Year

Marie, Ted Muller and Family

Best Wishes and Happy New Year
to our family and friends

513 Burrin Avenue Winnipeg

Jerry & Gloria Moscovitch,
together with their children

Susan, Dan and Melanie
and their precious grandchildren,

Darrel, Taylor, Ezri, Leila and Oscar David

wish all their family & friends
a Healthy & Most Happy New Year

The Karp family

Irvin, Gary and Michael

wish all their friends and relatives a
Healthy and Happy New Year.

Sheldon and Rita Margolis,

Shelley and Joshua

Simone and Leon

wish all their family and friends Good Health,
Happiness and Peace in the New Year

882 Queenston Bay Winnipeg

Sheila & Elvin Linder

wish all their relatives & friends a very
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year

203-160 Tuxedo Ave.        Winnipeg

Monte & Cecile Kowall and

family

wish all their friends & relatives a Healthy
and a Happy New Year.

2-1000 Wilkes Ave. Winnipeg

Debbie and Jack Lipkin

and family
wish their relatives, friends and Kol Yisrael

Happiness, Health, and Peace in the New Year

35 Stanford Bay Winnipeg

Rae & Gary Margolis

Danielle, Jonathan & Zev Margolis

Tara, Aaron, Emma & Addison Calvo

would like to wish all their relatives and friends a
Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New Year.

38 Hillhouse Road Winnipeg

Ruth & Sam Klapman

wish their children, grandchildren, family,
friends and Kol Yisrael good health,

happiness and peace in the New Year

Mrs. (L.) Elaine Paul

To my Children, Grandchildren and great-
grandchild, Family & Friends

May the Year ahead be blessed with
Peace, Good Health & Happiness

307E-1780 Grant Ave.                Winnipeg

Holiday time and 
traditions

Hello dear readers!
You probably have
been starving your-
selves since my last
food column, but now
that the Jewish New
Year is starting once
again, not thoughts of
sugarplums are danc-

ing in my head but
memories of my mother’s chicken soup,
matzah balls, brisket, and her unbelievable
spice cake fills my every thought. The food
preparation is planned weeks in advance so
here I am again to give you an early start to
reduce those stress levels about what to feed
your hungry family.

When the New Year begins this year on
Wednesday evening, people who observe the
Sabbath have additional consideration in the
meal preparation, so this year we have Rosh
Hashanah and Shabbat together and that
means even more meals to prepare for, as many
family members are returning home to spend
time with their families and loved ones.

When Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur (also
known as the Days of Awe) come closer I
always feel the joy of anticipation, of wonder,
and the spiritual feeling the holiday brings. We
dip our challa in honey and make the wish
“May it be Thy will, O Lord our God and God
of fathers, to renew for us a good and sweet
year. The challa symbolizes the never ending
continuity of life. There are always wonderful
aromas and sizzling coming from the Jewish
homes holiday time kitchens.

At the moment my greatest guests are my
grandchildren and having them in my presence
has its own special magic. They make the task
of the holiday season a spiritual delight as I
know they will be mindful ofl what will be
served. Even the table setting, the shining sil-
verware, draped linen and flowers are all part
of the memories passed down each year

So now, down to business. For recipes sure to
shock, and ‘Awe’ here are some delicious
recipes to delight the whole family.

* * *
FRANCINE’S CARROT KUGEL

3-4 carrots peeled and grated
1 tsp baking soda
1 tsp baking powder
3/4 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
1/2 cup white sugar 
1/2 cup brown sugar
1/4 tsp vanilla extract
Pinch of cinnamon
2 cups flour

Preheat oven to 340 degrees
Mix all ingredients well in food processor or

mixer, except carrots
Pour into greased Bundt pan or angel food

pan
Bake 45 minutes to 1 hour
Test after 45 minutes with toothpick to see if

it is done
Toothpick should come out dry

* * *
CARAMELIZED PEAR SPINACH SALAD WITH

POMEGRANATE AND PECANS

By

FRANCINE KURLANDSKI

Continued on next page.
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Louise and Lorne Raber,

Lindsay Raber and Brian Adams

wish all their relatives and friends
a Healthy and Happy New Year.

4-480 Chalfont Road                         Winnipeg

Reider Insurance

wishes their relatives, friends and clients a
Happy and Healthy New Year

Fay and Ben Rykiss

wish our family and friends a
 Healthy and Happy New Year

4303-65 Swindon Way Winnipeg

Libby & Harold Simon

wish all their relatives and friends a
Healthy and Happy New Year

1-2655 Main Street Winnipeg

 Mrs. F. Tessler and Family

wish all their relatives and friends a
Healthy, Peaceful and Happy New Year.

Mrs. Sophie Szczygiel

wishes her family and friends a
Healthy, Happy and Peaceful New Year

304W-1780 Grant Ave. Winnipeg

Roberta & Fred Rosenblatt,

Aaron & Rachel

wish all their relatives and friends a Healthy
and Happy New Year.

719 Waterloo Winnipeg

Bert & Elaine Schaffer & Family

wish their friends and relatives
a Healthy and Happy New Year.

14 Sweetwood Bay Winnipeg

Elaine & Allan Shinfield

wish all their friends & relatives
 a

Healthy and Happy
 New Year

Sid and Joyce Rosenhek

and family

wish family, relatives and friends a
Healthy and Happy New Year

34 Envoy Cres. Winnipeg

Fela Shwemer

extends sincere wishes for good Health and
Happiness in the New Year to her children,

grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
machatonim, relatives, and friends.

208-55 Ameer Ave. Toronto

The Roitenberg family

Shom, Kerry, Janis, Evan,

Audra, Lindsay and Jillian

wish all their relatives & friends a very
Healthy & Peaceful New Year.

Norman & Florence Vickar

to our relatives, friends & acquaintances,
we extend our wish for a Healthy Mazeldika

New Year, with Peace the World over

83 Coleraine Cres. Winnipeg

Shelley Pfeffer and family

Health & Happiness to all
our friends and family

 600 Queenston St.                    Winnipeg

Serves 6 to 8
Ingredients 
2 large Anjou pears, peeled, cored and cut
lengthwise into eighths
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/4 cup brown sugar
Dressing
1/3 cup oil
1 tbsp red wine vinegar
1 tbsp honey
2 tsp Dijon mustard
1 clove garlic, minced
1/2 tsp salt
1/8 tsp fresh ground black pepper
Juice from the caramelized pears
Salad
10 0z. baby spinach
1 cup honey glazed pecans 
3/4 -1 cup craisins
1 cup pomegranate seeds
Method

Preheat oven 425
Dip the flat sides of the sliced pears in the

lemon juice and then in the 
Brown sugar. In a large pan, arrange the

pears in a single layer and roast for 25 minutes
Remove from the oven and allow to cool to

room temperature
Cut in pear wedge into 1 inch slices
Make sure to reserve all the pear juice from

roasting
To prepare the dressing : in a small bowl, vig-

orously whisk together the oil, vinegar, honey,
mustard, garlic, salt, black pepper and
reserved pear juice until well combined

In a large salad bowl combine the baby
spinach, pears, glazed pecans and craisins

Toss the dressing and sprinkle evenly with
the pomegranate seeds

Serve immediately
* * *

MY FANCY FRENCH ROAST 
1 (4 to 5 pound) beef chuck roast 
2 cups chopped carrots 
2 cups chopped yellow onions
2 cups chopped celery
2 cups chopped leeks, white and light green
parts 
5 large garlic cloves, peeled and crushed
2 cups good kosher red wine 
1 can whole plum tomatoes in puree
1 cup chicken stock (homemade)
Handful fresh thyme and rosemary a few
braches if desired

Preheat oven to 325
Pat the beef dry and season with salt and

pepper
Dredge the whole roast in flour 
In a large roasting oven add 2 tbsp olive oil

over medium heat 
Add the roast and sear for 4 to 5 minutes

until nicely browned
Remove the roast to a plate
Add the carrots, leeks, celery, garlic and pep-

per and cook over medium heat for 10 to 15
minutes stirring until cook add the wine and
bring to a boil

Add the tomatoes stock, add the thyme 
Put the roast back in the pot and bring to a

boil
Place in the oven for 2 to 3 hours 
Remove chill and slice
Reserve the meat stock and chill
Skim off the fat. Puree the vegetables add a 2

tbsp of flour 
Place in a small pot and add the sauce 
Served with sliced warmed roast

Continued from previous page.
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Irv and Toby Vinsky,

& family

wish all their relatives and friends a very
Happy and Healthy New Year.

59 Tanoak Park Dr. Winnipeg

Cantor & Mrs. Gerry

Daien & Family

wish all their relatives
and friends a New Year
of Peace, Health and

Happiness.

9-77 Victor Lewis Dr.   Wpg.

Reta and Marianne

Dordick

& Family

wish all their relatives
and friends Good Health
and much Happiness for

the coming year in a
world at peace

Lorraine & Dave
Kaplan & Family

wish all their relatives &
friends a Healthy,

Prosperous & Happy
New Year

520-100 Paget St. Wpg.

May you be inscribed in the
Book of Life for a year of
Happiness, Health and

Peace

Judy Lavitt
and family

71 Ambassador Row Wpg.

Phyllis Newman &

Family

wish their relatives and
friends a very Happy,

Healthy and Prosperous
New Year.

1602-200 Tuxedo Ave.    Wpg.

Bert Minuk and
Family

wish all their family and
friends a Healthy and

Happy New Year

302-160 Tuxedo Ave. Wpg.

Mayer Schwartz

wishes all his family and
friends a Healthy  and
Prosperous New Year

Betty Wohl and

family

wish relatives and
friends a year of peace,

good health and
happiness

2031-905 Shaftesbury Blvd.  Wpg.

Wishing our relatives &
friends a very Happy &

Healthy New Year

Morley & Debbie
Silverman

110 Niagara St.  Wpg.

Lil & Chuck Frohlich,

& Family

wish all their relatives
and friends a Happy and

Healthy New Year.

10  Dahlia Ave.            Wpg.

Louis & Colette
Rubin and Family

wish their relatives and
friends a Happy and
Healthy New Year

8 Daffodil St.        Wpg.

Nora & Harry Warren

wish all their relatives and friends a Healthy
and Happy New Year.

Lorraine Reiner

wishes all my family,
relatives and friends
a Healthy and Happy

New Year.

Meyer and Raya
Gindin

wish all their relatives
and friends a Happy and

Healthy New Year

Audrey Roitelman
and daughters

wish their relatives and
friends a Healthy and

Happy New Year

603-255 Wellington Cres. Wpg.

Betty Kirshner &

Family

wish all her relatives
and friends a Healthy
and Happy New Year

602-2000 Sinclair St.  Winnipeg

guided and
that all the
consul tants ’

and planners’ reports that had gone into the
current plan should be made public.

Sanders noted that he has an extensive
background in the area of rail relocation and
that his own recommendation is for a light
rail rapid transit system to be situated where
the current CN Letellier line currently runs. It
was how this issue of how the rapid transit
system has been handled by civic adminis-
trators that first led Sanders to become a con-
stant thorn in the side of the civic administra-
tion.

“I started going down to City Hall and
began expressing my point of view” he
explained. “For the past year and a half I’ve
been concerned by the way that the city has
been managed by both Council and the
senior administration on a whole host of
issues,” especially the rapid transit issue,
Sanders added.

Not only did he make his presence at City
Hall very well known, attending numerous
meetings both of City Council itself as well as
many committees, Sanders also began to
write regular columns for the Free Press,
pointing out the consistent failure of the civic
administration to provide documentation to
support what it was doing. 

When Sanders saw who was entered in the
race for mayor, he says, he became disillu-
sioned over everyone else’s ability “to fix
things”, so he decided himself to run for
mayor.

I said to Sanders that my principle reason
for wanting to interview him – as opposed to
any other candidate, was his inside knowl-
edge of how administrations function at both
the provincial and civic levels. I added that I
was dismayed that “probity” at City Hall
seems to be overlooked during this current
election, which is especially disconcerting
considering the number of inquiries that have
either been conducted or will be conducted
into aspects of what was going on under
Mayor Sam Katz and his former Chief
Administrative Officer, Phil Sheegl.

Sanders replied that he had just entered the race and that he want-
ed to make that very issue his number one focus. His slogan, he said,
is going to be “Let’s overhaul City Hall”.

His “initial objective”, he said, “is to reorganize the senior adminis-
tration of the city and to reorganize the way Council operates so as to
restore Council responsibility and accountability for the administra-
tion and a proper relationship between the administration and elect-
ed officials…

“I’m not sure any of the candidates would be as capable of putting
their foot down as quickly and as firmly as I intend to do,” he suggests.

With Sanders’ own background and qualifications, however, I won-
dered whether, in light of his rather remote chances of becoming
mayor, he wouldn’t also consider becoming the new City CAO.

“I’m not applying for the job of CAO,” he answered, “and I don’t
intend to…”We need to perform performance appraisals of all the
senior managers,” he added.

With reference to the RCMP investigation into City Hall, Sanders
insisted that it’s not sufficient simply to say that “Well, things have
been bad and now we’re moving forward,” – which is what some
other candidates for mayor have been suggesting.

“If we simply sweep it under the rug,” (the kind of behaviour that has
led to a number of different investigations of City Hall, including the
pending RCMP investigation), “the message is that it’s okay and you
can get away with it.”

Sanders added that he’s “also concerned that we clear the names of
those who have done their jobs well – and there are many, or who
have reasons or excuses for the things that they may have been
involved in, but those who either committed matters of misconduct or

worse – or those who failed to stand up to it and stop it when they
could have or should have – we need to do better than that.”

I told Sanders that I was listening to him with great interest, but I
noted that “his chances of winning are remote”.

He immediately cut me off, saying “No, they’re not Bernie.” Sanders
is pinning his hopes on that portion of the electorate that is concerned
about real issues and that might be open to voting for a candidate with
an extensive knowledge of civic issues and who has a fresh perspec-
tive to bring, but who isn’t attached to any one political party.

No doubt it’s an uphill climb for Sanders and I asked him whether
he looks to the victory of Neehad Menshi in Calgary in that city’s 2010
mayoralty election for inspiration. (Menshi began the race well back
of the then-leaders. In late September of that year he was sitting at
only eight percent in the polls, but by the time of the election on
October 21 he won with 40 percent support.)

Of course, almost any candidate who’s well back in the polls would
like to use Menshi as a model of how a dark horse candidate can
emerge victorious, and Sanders is certainly nothing if not a dark horse.
But in the interest of shedding some light on someone who certainly
stands apart from all the other candidates in this year’s civic election
in terms of his knowledge of the inner workings of public administra-
tions, I thought it worthwhile to offer David Sanders a little exposure
in this newspaper. 

Perhaps in the days to come we’ll begin to hear more about a can-
didate who may have been a “gadfly” to begin with but will begin to
be taken more and more seriously as a serious critic of the way things
have been done at Winnipeg City Hall. Who knows? Maybe someday
Bartley Kives will run for mayor too. By then maybe the stench ema-
nating from the Katz years at City Hall will have dissipated.

David Sanders
Continued from page 10.



Jewish Heritage Centre program to honour Norm and Florence Vickar
By MYRON LOVE

Norman and Florence Vickar have been
supporters of the Jewish Heritage Centre of
Western Canada since its inception. Norman
was one of the founders of the Jewish
Historical Society of Western Canada – the
JHC’s predecessor – while the Vickars were
still living in Saskatchewan. 

On Sunday, September 28, at 2:00 P.M., the
JHC is hosting an afternoon at the Berney
Theatre  in honour of Norman and Florence
and the debut of a new documentary by local
filmmakers Yolanda Papini and Sharith Pais
which captures Norman and Florence’s life

together.
In addition to a

viewing of the docu-
mentary, the after-
noon, with Kinsey
Posen as emcee, will
include presenta-
tions by: Joe
Elfenbaum, speaking
about the Zeitlin
family. (Florence’s
father, Aaron Zeitlin,
was a Yiddish author
and teacher both at
the Peretz School
here and at the
Lipton Jewish farm
colony in
S a s k a t c h e w a n ) ;
NDP MLA Dave
Chomiak, reminisc-
ing about working
for Norm Vickar
when he was a
Cabinet Minister in
Saskatchewan; and
Freda Baron, who
has written a book
about growing up in
the Jewish farm
colony at

Edenbridge, where the Vickar
Family started out.

Norman’s father and uncle,
who came to Canada in 1906
from Lithuania via South Africa,
were among the early Jewish
pioneer farmers in
Saskatchewan. The brothers’ two
families lived side by side in
Edenbridge. Each had five sons
(Norm’s uncle also had a daugh-
ter.) Norman was the second old-
est in his family.

Florence, the oldest of three
sisters, was born in Russia and
came to Lipton with her family
when she was eight. After her
mother died at the age of 49, her

father remarried (in the 1940s) and moved his family to Winnipeg.
Norman and Florence met 67 years ago at the home of mutual

cousins. “At first,” Florence recalls, “I didn’t like him. But I agreed to
go on a date with him and changed my opinion.”

The couple were engaged after two weeks.
After their wedding, they moved to Gronlid , a small town in north-

eastern Saskatchewan, where Norman set up shop as a general store
owner. It was there that their children, Larry, Reva and Faye, were
born. After eight years, the family moved to nearby Melfort, a larger
community with a Jewish community, where Norman went into busi-
ness with his brother, Ed, selling cars and farm equipment.

“We had a great life in Saskatchewan,” Florence says.
Norman Vickar was long involved in political life. He served as

reeve in Gronlid and mayor of Melfort. In 1974, he was elected to the
Saskatchewan Legislature, where he served eight years. During that
time, he served in the Alan Blakeney government as Minister of
Industry and Commerce. He was the only Jewish cabinet minister in
Saskatchewan’s history.

“We travelled a lot during those years,” Florence recalls. “Norman
had a lot of speaking engagements and, since the children were
grown, I often went with him.

“He was the only cabinet minister about whom there were no com-
plaints.”

After the voters “retired” Norman in 1982, he and Florence followed
their children and other family members to Winnipeg. In Winnipeg,
Norman has been active in the Jewish National Fund, the Shaarey
Zedek Synagogue and, of course, the Jewish Heritage Centre.

Filmmakers Papini and Pais and their Shirland Productions have doc-
umented the lives of several other long-lived Winnipeggers including
Molly Kowalson, Ida Hecht, Dr. Albert and Lily Rosenberg, Gordon
and Toby Pollock and the late Irma Penn.

“We document peo-
ples’ stories and their
legacies,” says Papini.
“Florence and Norman
are remarkable people
who have contributed
much to the community.
They have set a shining
example for their chil-
dren and grandchildren -
who are also committed
to giving back to the
community.”

An example of that is
the generous donation
that the Vickar Family is
giving to the Jewish
Heritage Centre to help
fund a redesign of the
JHC website and digitize
all of the JHC’s photos
and documents.

“We hope to make our
archives more easily
available to the public,”
says JHC general manag-
er Ilana Abrams. “We are
not sure how long the
process will take. We
hope to unveil our new
website by the time of
our next AGM.”

NORMAN and FLORENCE VICKAR
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Show Israel You Care! 
Volunteer as a Civilian worker 

for 2 or 3 weeks   

 
on an Israeli army supply base 

 

 
 

Free: accommodations, kosher meals, trips, events. 
Cost: air fare, $100 registration, weekend expenses. 

 

416-781-6089 or toronto@sarelcanada.org 

514-735-0272 or montreal@sarelcanada.org 

www.sarelcanada.org 
Programs start approximately every 3 weeks.  

 



It’s hockey night in Holon, Israel!
By BERNIE BELLAN

It’s a hot August night in
Holon, Israel – the kind of
night when you’d be thinking
of maybe grabbing an ice
cream or, as I did with Bruce
Brown earlier that evening in
Rehovot, a falafel and a Coke.
(Bruce is a former
Winnipegger who made
aliyah about 25 years ago).

Playing hockey is about the
furthest thing from most
Israelis’ minds – at almost any
time, but especially
when the temperature
is in the low 30s
(Celsius, that is) -but
not for a group of
mostly Canadian and
American expatriates
who gather every
Wednesday night for a
fun game of “shinny”
in a skating rink that
opened a year and a
half ago smack dab in
the centre of Israel.

Until the Holon rink opened, the one indoor ice rink in Israel was locat-
ed way up north in Metullah, which is a three-hour drive from Tel Aviv. Our
own Harvey Rosen had written about the group that would play in Metullah
every Thursday night in our February, 24, 2010 issue. At that time Harvey
explained that the driving force behind those Thursday-night games was
Danny Spodek, a dentist who hailed originally from Toronto, and who also
practised dentistry from time to time on Manitoba Native reserves.

As I mentioned in our Sept. 3 issue, I ran into
Danny when our “solidarity mission” group was
in Tel Aviv holding a rally for Israel near Rabin
Square on August 25. Danny and his family
were at that rally and, when I introduced myself
to him, he invited me to come out to Holon to
watch him and his buddies play hockey two
nights later.

While the traffic in Tel Aviv itself seems to be
never-ending, once I was able to leave the envi-
rons of Tel Aviv it didn’t take me long to reach,
first Rehovot, where I met up with Bruce Brown
and his family, then later that evening, Holon. I
wasn’t exactly sure where the rink was located,
but after stopping once for directions I found it
without too much trouble.

As I stepped inside the rink, which was built
by some Russian investors and was intended to
be used primarily by the Israel Figure Skating
Association - something Danny Spodek later
explained to me, I saw quite a few pleasure
skaters on the ice – and this was at 10:30 pm. I
introduced myself to the guys who were in the
process of putting on their hockey gear rinkside.
(here aren’t any dressing rooms in this rink.) I
was told that of the 16 or so players who would
be on the ice that night, the majority were ex-
Americans, with a lesser number of ex-
Canadians, along with a couple of Israelis.

While the rest of the players made their way
on to the ice, Danny Spodek himself stayed
behind – which was fortuitous for me, as it
allowed me to speak with him. Danny
explained that he was going to be playing at
midnight with a different group of guys,
although some of the players who were on the
ice at that time would also be playing.

I asked Danny how he came to organize these
Wednesday night “shinny” games. He said “he
grew up playing hockey in Toronto” and, when
he came to Israel 14 years ago he “didn’t want
to give it up.”

“When I first made aliyah in 2000,” he
explained, “I found out that the hockey league

DANIEL
MOSCOVITCH

DANNY
SPODEK

Holon hockey rink.
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Continued on page 29. See “Hockey in
Holon”.
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WEEK OF

SEPT. 17

RUTH THOMPSON
THOMPSON, Ruth Eleanor (nee Fainstein) - On

Sunday, August 3rd, 2014 Ruth Thompson passed
away. Ruth is predeceased by her loving husband
Percy and survived by her three children: Martin,
Bruce and Barbara; daughters-in-law Sandra and
Shelley; granddaughters Sara, Alexa, Kaleigh,
Adrienne, Lindsay and Meredith; and great-grandson
Evan.

Ruth was an amazing woman who touched the lives
of everyone she met.  She was a loving wife and
mother, an incredible cook and baker and she demon-
strated her love to all who entered her home. There was
always room at her table as everyone was welcome.
Her family dinners were legendary, her cooking prow-
ess was second to none and those who knew her well
always had a great food story to share about ‘Ruthie.’
She was an extremely generous woman, a good friend
and a mother who put everyone’s needs before her
own. Ruth was the family Matriarch and was loved
completely by her family and friends.  She will be
eternally loved and missed by everyone whose lives
she touched.

CHAIM ADELMAN
who passed away

April 16, 1983
4 days in Iyar

31st Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

GITEL ADELMAN
who passed away
August 26th, 1995

30 Days in Av

19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL

GUTKIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24th Day in Elul

Always in our thoughts, we deeply cherish the memories we have
of each of them.
— Forever Loved and Honoured in the Hearts and Lives of their
Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DOROTHY

GUTKIN
who passed away
October 5, 2005

2nd Day in Tishrei

In Memoriam

ABE

HELMAN
who passed away

November 22, 1976
29 Chesvan, 5737

SARAH

HELMAN
who passed away
January 19, 1988

29 Tevet, 5748
- Always remembered with love by  your daughter Paula, son-in-
law Bill and grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN LEPKIN
who passed away

April 17, 1986
8 Days in Nissan, 5746

In loving memory of

SARAH LEPKIN
who passed away

November 28, 2008
1 Day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In loving memory of our beloved
husband, father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

SIMON

BERENHAUT
who passed away

September 24, 2000
24 Days in Elul

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Lisa,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY

BLUMENTHAL
13th Elul, 5738

He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Rochelle, Susan, Heather,
Brian and Jennifer, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam

30th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVING

BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

There was no time to say goodbye,
The day you went away,
You left us so suddenly,
Thirty years ago today,
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know,
Nothing can be more beautiful,
Than memories we have of you,
To us you're somone special,
and God must have thought so too.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH BURKE
who passed away

September 16, 1974
29 Days in Elul, 5734

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of our dear one we lost and
will never forget.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In memory of

HOWARD PAUL

GOLDBERG
who passed away

September 11, 1993
25 days in Elul

They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

of my dad

HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
Some people come into our
lives and quickly go.
Others stay for a while, leave
footprints on our hearts and
we are never the same.
— Naomi

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROCHEL DINAH

(RUTH)

LABOVITCH A”H
who passed away

23 Elul 5771
September 22, 2011

— Remembered always and
greatly missed, she will be in
our hearts forever.
   Her  husband Irvin ,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister
Susan and family.

3rd Yahrzeit

Happy Rosh Hashanah
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SAM GILMAN

September 17, 1991
9 Days in Tishrei

who passed away
HONEY GILMAN

April 29, 1986
20 Days in Nisan

In loving memory of

Like falling leaves, the years go by. But memories of you will never
die.
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

ABRAHAM

WORB
who passed away

April 23, 1963
29 Nisan, 5723

SONIA

WORB
who passed away

February 19, 1990
24 Shevat, 5750

— Always remembered with love by your son Bill, daughter-in-
law Paula, grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HEATHER

LAUREN

LEVINE
who passed away
September 6, 2012

19 Days in Elul
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her mother
Penny Rossman, father
Norman Levine, sister  Robyn,
niece Savanna and nephew
Riley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
who passed away

September 20, 1998
29 Days in Elul

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by wife Shelley,
children Daniel, Naomi,
Aaron & Leah, loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID RUBIN
who passed away
September 3, 2010

24 Days in Elul
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by brother
Harold, sister-in-law Sandra,
sister Lillian and brother-in-
law Jordan Cohen and
families.

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS

SCHEIMAN
who passed away

September 22, 1995
27 Days in Elul, 5756

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by his daughters
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDDIE

SHINDLEMAN
who passed away

September 19, 1998
28 Days in Elul, 5758

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by his family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD

SHUKSTER
who passed away

September 18, 2002
"All our Love"
"All our Life"
and forever

— Your precious family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
husband, father and

grandfather

ASCHER (RICK)

SOLOMON
who passed away

September 20, 2003
23 Days in Elul

We miss you more and more
each day
The pain in our heart is hard to
heal but for all the beautiful
memories and love you gave
us, you will be with us forever.
— Your wife Rica, son Noel
(Andie), Rachel Alexa and Eli,
daughter Carole (David), Hart
and Matthew.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL WISE
who passed away

September 18, 2006
26 days in Elul

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by wife Marion;
children Elaine and Francine;
grandsons Nathan, David,
Jonathan, and Joshua; and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM LETINSKY

who passed away
December 11, 1998
22 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of

SOPHIE LETINSKY
who passed away

September 29, 1995
6 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

HARRY ODWAK

April 11, 1959
3 days in Nissan

CELIA ODWAK
In loving memory of

Loving memories will never die. As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept. Of our dear ones we lost and
will never forget.
— Sadly missed by your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

October 4, 1989
5th day of Tishrei

who passed away

In loving memory of

ROSE ESTHER

BORODKIN
who passed away

September 11, 2002
5 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and family.

12th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MAURICE

DASHEVSKY
who passed away

September 12, 1994
7 Days in Tishrei

— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandson and family.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

GERSHON

GRUBERT
who passed away
September 6, 1975
1 Day in Tishrei

—Always remembered by his
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In Memoriam
17th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEA KREMER
who passed away
October 7, 1997
6 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her friends.

In Memoriam

9th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENDL STERN
who passed away
October 4, 2005
1 Day in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife
Chana.



The Jewish gladiators of the gridiron are at it again 
I know it’s not

kosher, but let’s start
the pigskin rolling for
2014 with a mod-
icum of koved by
introducing for the
second time, MARC
TRESTMAN, 58, in
this his sophomore
season as the sole

Jewish head coach in the NFL.
If Chicago Bears’ management is disen-

chanted with the leader’s 8-8 record in his
inaugural year in the Windy City, I’m almost
certain that the now desperate CFL Montreal
Alouettes (3-7) would be more than willing to
re-sign him to a new five-year pact plus finan-
cial bonuses and a lifetime supply of matzos
on Pesach. 

In 2013 the offence was just fine as the
Bears mounted an impressive attack scoring
445 points while at the same time surrender-
ing a franchise worst 478. No defence in the
entire NFL was worse last season in rushing
yards against, average gain per rushing play,
and total yards allowed. Needless to say the
top three Bears’ free-agent signings were all
defensive ends.

I never really had a favorite NFL team that I
rooted for before Trestman arrived on the
scene in Chicago. I have one now. I’m for the
defence and don’t feel guilty at all.

Received an e-mail in August from Lee
Schwartz, the mother of a pair of offensive
linemen, GEOFF SCHWARTZ, 28, who now
risks life and limb on behalf of the New York
Giants and younger brother MITCHELL
SCHWARTZ, 25, with the Cleveland Browns.

Mom recalled that I had written in the past
about her boys and thought that she’d share
some recent information with me about
which I may not have been familiar.  she
added that “It’s early, but best wishes for a
happy and healthy New Year.”

One piece of information I had already
been aware of about Geoff (6’6” and 340
lbs.) was that he was no longer with the
Kansas City Chiefs and had been signed to a
free agent pact by the Giants who, much like
the Bears, are trying to rebuild their defence
too following a 7-9 season in which they
scored 294 points and allowed 383. Geoff

can also play tackle as well as guard and was seen as one of the top
lineman on the free agent market.

An unfortunate setback occurred for Geoff in the Giants’ last pre-
season game against the N.Y Jets in late August when he dislocated a
toe and had to be carted off the field. 

While the injury appeared minor, it wasn’t. He was sent to see one
of the top foot specialists in the country: Dr. Robert Anderson, in
Charlotte. It’s possible he could miss the first half of the regular sea-
son schedule. A huge disappointment for N.Y. since the team was try-
ing to rebuild its offensive line, which was one of the team’s prime
weaknesses.

On a more personal note, Lee shared with me that in a recent arti-
cle written by NY Post beat writer for the Giants, Paul Schwartz, (not
a relative) that she thought he “captured the essence of Geoffrey
regarding his Jewish identity and beliefs.”

Very briefly, the talented NY sportswriter described how bar mitzvah
lessons took precedence over studying the playbook for Schwartz
while growing up in the Los Angeles area - also, that Geoff and
younger brother Mitchell are the first Jewish brothers to play in the
NFL since Ralph and Arnold Horween (Horwitz) in 1923. He also
added that Rabbi Arye Berk of Adat Shalom in West L.A, the syna-
gogue where both boys were bar mitzvahed, were viewed by both the
congregation and him with a great deal of pride. Readers also learn
that on Dec. 21st, when the Giants are in St. Louis to face the Rams,
that Geoff will bring his menorah with him and light the Hanukkah
candles in his hotel room.

Mitchell, a two-year veteran (6’5” 320 lbs), was a starter at tackle
with the Browns and is entering his third year in the NFL. He was
drafted in 2012 and originally signed to a four-year pact for five mil-
lion. The U of California grad out of Berkley is rated as having terrific

feet and showing great blocking
potential in the run game but that it’s also time to pick up his game
since he is still seen as having to improve his pass protection skills and
his permitting too many sacks.
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In loving memory of

RAYMOND

MINKIN
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley and son Shane.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE

(ABELLS)

STRONGER
who passed away

September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Marcy, Michael and Zoa and
Lyle and the rest of her family.
May your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.
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hpk-cga@shaw.ca

Certified General Accountant
PHILIP KAHANOVITCH

B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.
• Accounting •Auditing
•Tax •Data Processing
212-2211 McPhillips St.
Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

D.S.S. Driveway
Sealcoat Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots
Asphalt over concrete

Asphalt repairs
Sealcoating

Hot rubberized crack filling
Landscaping repairs

Free estimates
Call Alvin Merinuk

334-2024

A S P H A L T  R E P A I R

Piano, Guitar, Violin, Flute,
Oboe, Voice & Theory Studio

Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 204-489-9048

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

M U S I C  L E S S O N S

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 BR, 2  BR and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
Includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact 204-453-5178
inquire@shindico.com

F O R  R E N T

ADVANCED REALTY

Buy or sell through me and
receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss

204-925-7999
e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

R E A L  E S T A T E

Advertise  in

The Jewish Post & News

Call 204-694-3332

for information.

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

204-488-0647 or
 cel  204-951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Elena Livni
Sutton Group -

Kilkenny Real Estate
(204) 298-7079

GEOFF SCHWARTZ, an offen-
sive lineman with the New York
Giants of the NFL.

MITCHELL SCHWARTZ the
brother of Geoff Schwartz. He is
an offensive lineman with the
NFL Cleveland Browns. 
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that was
a l r e a d y
around at that
time played all

its games on Friday night and I didn’t want to play
then because of the Jewish Sabbath. So I con-
tacted a bunch of friends that I knew in Israel and
asked them if they were interested in getting
together for a friendly pick-up game.”

That venture eventu-
ally turned into a regu-
lar Thursday night game
– with different players
coming out each week
but, given the long dis-
tance that almost every-
one had to go to get to
Metullah, once the new
rink in Holon was
opened, it make things
a lot easier for just
about everyone. 

Danny went on to
explain how the rink in
Holon came about: As
mentioned, it was a
group of Russian
investors who had the
bright idea to build the
rink, but their primary
interest was in fostering
figure skating. As it
turned out, while the
rink is used for figure
skating in the mornings
and early afternoons,
(starting from 8 a.m.),
it’s the pleasure skaters
who have really made
the most use of the rink
– in the later afternoon
and early evenings,
until 8 pm.

At that point the

hockey players take over. “At 8 pm until mid-
night the rink is packed every night with differ-
ent teams playing hockey,” Danny noted,
including his own group on Wednesday nights.

I commented that the rink was quite beautiful.
Danny noted that he “was here on Monday
afternoon with his kids – and the rink was
packed. There were about 150 skaters on the ice

New England Patriots’ NATE
EBNER returns for his third

campaign and, despite being listed as both a defensive back and safe-
ty, the Ohio State grad is essentially Mr. Versatility. He most often
plays on special teams, something  he primarily did  in college - per-
haps  due to his size: (6’, 210 lbs.). The record shows that Nate recov-
ered two fumbles last season and recorded three tackles. The 2012
and 6th round Patriot draftee also played the sport of rugby and was
coached in it by father Jeff, who tragically was beaten to death dur-
ing a robbery in 2008.

GABE CARIMI, 26, an offensive guard and tackle (6’7”, 316 lbs.) is
now in his fourth season of pro football after spending his last cam-
paign with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. The free agent is now a proud
Falcon in Atlanta and the 4-12 team is elated at having acquired a tal-
ent who has a high upside and is considered a low-risk signee who
could add a little extra nastiness to the roster . The former University
of Wisconsin grad is a one-time first round selection of the Chicago
Bears who was drafted so high since he was the 2010 Outland Trophy
winner as college football’s best interior lineman.

TAYLOR MAYS, 26, of the Cincinnati Bengals has a solid football
back ground, since he is the son of former NFL defensive lineman
Stafford Mays. The 6’3” and 220 lb. second round San Francisco 49er
(2010) out of the University of Southern Cal was a three-time All-
American. His Jewish mother, Laurie Mays (nee Black), is a
Nordstrom executive. Young Taylor, an African American, was raised
in his mom’s religion and had a bar mitzvah. In his fifth season, Taylor
was drafted as a strong safety but today plays regularly on special
teams. Last season, the 26-year-old demonstrated his versatility on
defence filling in at linebacker due to mounting Bengals’ injuries.
Unfortunately, his own shoulder injury terminated his 2013 season in
October. In 50 games with SF and the Bengals, including 10 starts,
Mays, surprisingly, has had no interceptions, six passes knocked
down, and has scored one TD by blocking a punt in the end zone.
Taylor’s brother, Parker, is a redshirt freshman wide receiver for the U
of San Diego.

ADAM PODLESH, 31, following three years with the Bears as a
punter has departed Chicago as a free agent and is now attempting
to gain employment in this, his eighth season, with the Pittsburgh

Steelers. The former U of Maryland kicker, who is 5’11” and 200 lbs.,
has an impressive career punting average of 42.4 yards, and is popu-
lar with special team coaches, due to his enviable hang-time on
punts. According to the JTA wire service, “Podlesh did not report to
the team ; instead staying with his wife during a reportedly difficult
pregnancy. He remained the only punter in training camp late in the
pre-season games.

ERIK LORIG, 27, a former starter for Tampa Bay, is listed as a full-
back, but has yet to carry the ball. In his upcoming fifth season the
6’4” 250 pounder is considered a key free agent addition by the
Saints of New Orleans. The son of a Jewish father and Scandinavian
mother last season caught 23 passes , including one for a TD.
Perhaps, with QB Drew Brees (a former guest of the Rady Centre’s
annual sports dinner) tossing darts, Lorig may get to improve on the
aforementioned stat. It is expected that Erik will remain strictly a
blocking back, The
Stanford alumnus
apparently played
some defensive end
in college.

The writer, a
Jewish Winnipeg-
ger, is a former
school teacher, and
covers football and
hockey for
Canadian Press and
Broadcast News.

Keep in touch
with Sporting
Touch. Send news
about Jewish sports
to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street,
Winnipeg, Man.,
R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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Continued from previous page.

Hockey in Holon
Continued from page 25.

204.589.1474
www.jehwindows.com   jehwin@mts.net

We MAKE them great 
so you LOOK great.

Sales Associate 204.295.2618

96 Wheatfield Road, Winnipeg, MB. R3J 2E6

All

Continued on next page.
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JOIN US FOR A 
GALA CELEBRATION  
OF THE JFM’S 50TH  

ANNIVERSARY!

“In 1994, the Foundation shone a light on the 
potential of women’s philanthropy. We set out to 
encourage 50 women to contribute $100 each to start 
the Women’s Endowment Fund. We far exceeded our 
goal – women were really excited about the Fund. 
It was new and it promised to change the lives of 
women and children. The fact that we’re distributing 
thousands of dollars today makes me very proud.”

                           - Shaaron Weinstein  
First Chair, Women’s Endowment Fund

JFM MOMENTS 
1986 - 1994

  
  

  
 

  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2014
6:00pm Reception | 6:45pm Dinner
RBC Convention Centre Winnipeg 
375 York Avenue

TICKETS $275  |  TABLES OF TEN $2,750

For tickets or more information, contact the  
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba office at:
204.477.7520 or 1.855.284.1918 
or email rsvp@jewishfoundation.org MEDIA SPONSOR

 

  
 

1986

1988

1991

1992

1994

1994

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

wara
he JFT

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

1986 - 1994
 MOMENTSMJF

eached $5.4 million. ds as accumulated assets rwar
000 in granM distributed $409,

1986

1988
 

  
   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 MOMENTS

eached $5.4 million. 
ts and education 000 in gran

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

avid CD

und,” accumulated assets have rF
in perpetuity

to encourage donors to endow their C
ederation of WF

innipeg Jhe WT

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

t in 2004.emenetirtil his rved unand ser
’s second EMohen became the JF

eached $3.4 million.

1988

1991

und,” accumulated assets have r
Leave Mow known as the “. Nin perpetuity

ombined Jto encourage donors to endow their C
) established the “Winnipegederation of W

ouncil (ommunity Cewish Cinnipeg J

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

t in 2004.
ector irecutive Dx’s second E

eached $3.4 million.
emorieshan Me TorLeave M
ppeal giftsewish Aombined J

Mund” at the JFall F) established the “W
ewishnow the Jouncil (

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

he first MT

ampus of WC
M conhe JFT

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

er Scholarship was aanzky Dothorark & Dhe first M

ndowmenampus Eommunity CC
, which launched the Asper Jinnipegampus of W

tributed $1 million to the JM con

t in 2004.emenetirtil his rved unand ser

1992

1994

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

dedwarer Scholarship was a

und.t Fndowmen
ewish , which launched the Asper J

ommunity ewish Ctributed $1 million to the J

t in 2004.

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

support women
Mhe JFT

li Zto A

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

1994 the Foundation

$1.2 million in accumulated
odanitoba. TTo’s causes in Msupport women

und was established to t F’ Eom’s WM

d.warannual education a
er Scholarship is the JFanzkhe D. Ttneren

1994

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

ne a light on the

 assets.
und boasts, the Fday

was estab

d.
gest’s larMer Scholarship is the JF

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

om, WWoFirst Chairr,

thousands of dollars today m
en. The facwomen and childre

omised tIt was new and it prro
eally exrregoal – women werre

s Endowment Fuomen’’sthe WWo
encourage 50 women to cont

s philanthential of women’’s
1994, the Foundation

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

Endowment Fundmen
einsteinon WWeShaar
oud.”y prromakes me ve

e distributingct that we’r
o change the lives of

xcited about the Fund.
e far exceeded ourWW

ribute $100 each to start
e set out to. WWeopyy.hrro

ne a light on the

 
  

   

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

                            

 

  
  

  
 

  

    

  

 

 

  
 

 
 
 

 
 

and maybe about another 100 wait-
ing to get on.”

When it comes to finding players who are interested in participating in
playing hockey, Danny explained that he has an e-mail list of almost 600
names, to whom he sends notifications about the games. He admits though,
that he doesn’t update the list so he has no way of knowing whether some-
one has moved from Israel.

In addition to the Wednesday night games, there are also games on
Monday mornings and Saturday nights, Danny says, with plans to start “a
Friday morning league as well”. Once a month, he adds, a group of players
still makes the drive to Metullah to play on the Olympic-sized rink there.

For most of the players who come to the Holon rink, “it’s only a 20-minute
drive” – which makes this rink about as easy to get to as most rinks in
Winnipeg would be for players here. “A lot of the guys live in Modi’in and
Ran’ana – which is about a half hour drive,” he said.

I also talked to some of the other players who were there that particular
Wednesday. “Steve”, from Chicago, has lived in Israel for 19 years, he told me. 

“I brought my equipment with me, but for eight or nine years, I didn’t use
it,” he noted. Then, when “Danny put together this group in Metullah” Steve
finally found a place where he could lace on the skates once again. He said
that he lives in Efrat, which is south of Jerusalem, and is employed by IBM.

Another “Steve” – this time from Toronto – was wearing a Toronto Maple
Leafs no. 27 sweater with the name “Peca” on the back. (Interestingly, a
check of Mike Peca’s career showed he played only one season for Toronto,

although he played in the NHL for 12 seasons – boy, you would think that
Steve from Toronto would have chosen someone else’s sweater to wear who
had a much longer affiliation with the Leafs.) Steve said that he’d been in
Israel for five years now – also employed in the high tech sector.

He added that occasionally the group of Canadians and Americans play
Russian-born players in a game. Those games are usually quite “chippy”, he
noted – a “lot of hitting from behind”.

I should mention that one of the players on the ice that particular
Wednesday was Daniel Moscovitch, son of Steve Moscovitch and Sharon
Segal from Winnipeg. Daniel has been in Israel for four years now – and has
done his military service. He’s been coming out to these games on a regu-
lar basis since the Holon rink opened, he said.

It’s not only a great way to fraternize and exercise with a bunch of guys
who share similar North American backgrounds, all having played hockey
as youngsters, it also allows newer players who have recently made aliyah
feel that much more at home in Israel. One of the players that night had just
been in Israel five weeks, he told me, but having the opportunity to partake
of something that he loved to do back home in the States was certainly help-
ing to ease the adjustment to an entirely new life in Israel.

For Danny Spodek and the rest of his fellow hockey playing friends Israel
may have become their new home, but having the opportunity to partici-
pate in regular hockey games in a rink that is nearby the homes of almost
all the players is an added bonus that simply adds to the new lives they have
already made for themselves. 

Continued from previous page.
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CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
The chavurat tefila congregation is Winnipeg’s most northerly shul
Friday, Sept 19 Candle Lighting:7:15 Mincha:7:15 Schacharis:9:30 Shabbat ends:8:10
Selichot September 20 at midnight
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Thursday morning service: 8:00
mincha/maariv service for week of Sept: 21-24: 7:10
Erev Rosh hashonah Wednesday, September 24 Candle lighting at 7:04 Mincha:7:00
candle lighting second evening 7:55

morning services Thursday, Sept 25 and Friday, Sept 26 begin at 8:30
Friday,Sept 26 Candle Lighting:7:00 Mincha:7:00 Schacharis:9:30 Shabbat ends:7:55
Sunday, September 28 Fast of Gedaliah begins at 5:47, ends at 7:48
Mincha/Maariv for Sept 28-October 2: 6:50
Yom Kippur eve Friday, October 3 Kol Nidre at about 6:15
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying
kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Sept. 19 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m.
Saturday, Sept. 20 - Nitzavim-Vayeilech - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 1:00

p.m. Selichot 7:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 8:10 p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 21 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion Class 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds

10:30 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 22- Tuesday, Sept. 23 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 24 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting
7:04 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah. Thursday, Sept. 25 - morning service 8:30 a.m. Shofar service
11:00 a.m. Mincha after morning service. Candle lighting after 7:55 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Day
1.

Friday, Sept. 26 - morning service 8:30 a.m. Shofar service 11:00 a.m. Mincha after morn-
ing service. Candle lighting 7:00 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Day 2.

Saturday, Sept. 27 - Ha’Azinu - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 1:00 p.m.
Shabbat ends 7:55 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 28 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Conversion Class 10:00 a.m. Mitzvah Minds
10:30 a.m. Fast of Gedaliah.

Monday, Sept. 29 - Thursday, Oct. 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK

561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Friday, September 19 - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat

Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 7:17 PM
Shabbat, September 20 – Parashat Nitzavim–Vayelech – Selichot - Morning Service 9:00

AM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 8:15 PM; Selichot Concert with Justin Odwak and
Joseph Tritt 8:30 PM; Selichot Service with hand drummer, Jay Stoller, and Junior Chazzanim
9:15 PM

Wednesday, September 24 – Erev Rosh Hashanah - Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Erev Rosh
Hashanah Service 6:00 PM; Candle Lighting 7:06 PM

Thursday, September 25 – Rosh Hashanah Day 11st Service (Sanctuary) 8:30 AM; Family

Service (Lounge) 9:30 AM; 2nd Service (Sanctuary) 1:00 PM; Alternative Service (Lounge)
1:30 PM; Tashlich 4:15 PM; Evening Minyan 6:00 PM

Friday, September 26 – Rosh Hashanah Day 21st Service (Sanctuary) 8:30 AM; Family
Service (Lounge) 9:30 AM; 2nd Service (Sanctuary) 1:00 PM; Alternative Service (Lounge)
1:30 PM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 7:01 PM

Shabbat, September 27 – Parashat Ha’Azinu / Shabbat Shuva - Morning Service 9:00 AM;
Evening Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 7:59 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00
AM; Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 PM

For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.
HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE

Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297
Burrows, corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom
Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, September 19 at 7:15 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at

7:15 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - NITZAVIM/VAYELECH. Mincha

service at 7:15 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:10 p.m. Selichot Services at Midnight.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:00 p.m. 
Candle Lighting Time for Wednesday, September 24, Erev Rosh Hashanah at 7:04 p.m.

Mincha service at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 25, 1st day Rosh Hashanah: Shacharit at 8:30 a.m. Mincha at 7:00

p.m. Candle Lighting after 7:55 p.m.
Friday, September 26th , 2nd day Rosh Hashanah: Shacharit at 8:30 a.m. Candle Lighting

Time at 7:00 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:00 p.m.
Sedra of the Week -HA’AZINU. SHABBAT SHUVAH. Mincha service at 7:00 p.m. Shabbat

ends at 7:55 p.m.
Fast of Gedaliah - Sunday, September 28. Fast begins at 5:47 a.m. and ends at 7:48 p.m. 
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be hold-

ing: 
Slichot Saturday, September 20 10:00 pm
Erev Rosh Hashanah Wednesday, September 24 7:30 pm
Rosh Hashanah Day 1 Thursday, September 25 10:00 am
Rosh Hashanah Day 2 Friday, September 26 10:00 am
Shabbat Shuvah Service Friday, September 26 7:30 pm
Tashlich Sunday, September 28 3:30 pm - off site
Tashlich (Children’s Service) Sunday, September 28 11:30 am - at the Bridge Drive-In
Children’s Services….
Rosh Hashanah Day Thursday, September 25 9:15 am
Services will be led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow and the Temple Shalom

Choir.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES
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Shana Tova!

COMING SOON

Caffé + Bistro

Follow us on Facebook

C NG SOMIC
1800 Corydon Avenue 

OONNG S
1800 Corydon Avenue 

OON

aa!

Caffé + Bistr+ BistrCaffé + Bistr+ Bistr

erMawww.BerMaxCaffe.com


