
CJA Campaign kicks off with 
famed rhetorician Rex Murphy

By BERNIE BELLAN
Rex Murphy is best

known as a CBC
television and radio
personality whose
ability to employ a
vast vocabulary
along with an acer-
bic wit has turned
him into one of
Canada’s most
famous and beloved
media figures.

What is probably
less known about
Murphy is his will-
ingness to fervently
and staunchly
defend the Jewish
State – something
that he has been
called upon to do
more frequently of
late, as word has
spread of his ability and readiness to offer
impassioned and extemporaneous speech-
es lambasting critics of Israel.

While there are any number of highly
articulate Jewish speakers who are ready to
step forward to challenge the gross
hypocrisy of so many of Israel’s critics, to be
honest it is refreshing to hear someone who

is not Jewish
engage in a style
of rhetoric that
for many of us
has not been
heard since the
days of the late
Abba Eban.

Thus it was that
last Tuesday,
August 10, about
550 individuals
at the Shaarey
Zedek Syn-
agogue waited
with great antici-
pation to hear
from a man who
has come to
embody clear
thinking on so
many subjects
like almost no
one else alive in

Canada at the moment.
Prior to Murphy’s mounting the podium,

however, audience members were treated
to a rousing pep talk from CJA Campaign
Chair Gail Asper – who is no mean slouch
when it comes to energizing an audience

REX MURPHY (right) with (almost) Dr. EYAL
KRAUT: “I have the same relationship to
mainstream journalism as a streetwalker
does to the Department of Highways.”
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Tuxedo bigot continues to torment neighbours 
By BERNIE BELLAN

In 2010 then 49-year-old
Tuxedo resident Joseph Zielinski
was convicted of assaulting an
elderly neighbour of his, then
73-year-old neurologist Dr.
Francis Dominique.

The story was first told in the
pages of The Jewish Post & News
by Rebeca Kuropatwa, who
described the circumstances sur-
rounding Zielinski’s assault of his
elderly neighbour and the conse-
quent aftermath that led to
Zielinski’s being placed under
house arrest for six months.

What made the story particu-
larly interesting for readers of this
paper was the virulent racism of
Zielinski. In her April 21, 2010
story about Zielinski’s behaviour,
Kuropatwa quoted another of
Zielinski’s neighbours, Richard
Swyston, who said that he and
his family had been ‘verbally antagonized and intimidated by
Zielinski, noting Zielinski “refers to me as ‘that f***ing Jew next door,’
saying things like ‘all Jews are the same,’ and calling me a ‘god

damned Jew boy.’”
Kuropatwa’s story went on to say that

‘Zielinski also had some choice words for Dr.
Dominique. During Zielinski’s trial
Dominique testified that, during the assault,
Zielinski “kept repeating the words ‘f***ing,
stupid, ignorant, sand niggers.’” 

Fast forward three years and, according to
Richard Swyston, Zielinski has been continu-
ing his campaign of harassment toward his

neighbours. (It should be noted that Swyston now spends
a good part of his time in Hong Kong, but he does keep
in contact with his wife and is kept abreast of Zielinski’s

behaviour on an ongoing basis.)
In an e-mail sent to me August

14, Swyston wrote: ‘Mr. Zelinski
has not hesitated to use such
phrases as “f***ing Jew” accom-
panied by the ”finger,” usually in
response to a call or visit from
the City regarding a by-law
infraction. Last August, for exam-
ple, there had been some City

officials involved and as I was holding my two and one-half year old

Continued on page 9. See “CJA
Campaign”.

Continued on page 3. See “Tuxedo bigot”.

The huge truck Joseph Zielinski insists on parking in the back yard of
his Tuxedo residence that makes a “horrific noise” when Zielinksi
operates it, according to Zielinski’s next-door neighbour, Richard
Swyston  (inset). 
Swyston has repeatedly complained to City of Winnipeg By-law
authorities. In response, Swystom says, ‘Mr. Zelinski has not hesitat-
ed to use such phrases as “f***ing Jew” accompanied by the ”finger,”
usually in response to a call or visit from the City regarding a by-law
infraction.’ 



The face of our community today
By REBECA KUROPATWA and BERNIE BELLAN

Ed. note: In our continuing effort to examine who we are as a Jewish
community in Winnipeg, I asked Rebeca Kuropatwa to report on cer-
tain aspects of that question. Following is her report. At two points
though, I felt it important to inject certain findings from the National
Household Survey of 2011 that would seem to contradict the view
promulgated by our Jewish Federation that our community has grown
substantially over the past 10 years. I approach this issue completely
dispassionately, interested only in reporting facts. The Jewish
Federation, on the other hand - as I note further in this article, has a
vested interest in reporting that our community has grown larger than
the National Household Survey would seem to indicate.

Following is Rebeca Kuropatwa’s report:
The question of who we are today as a Jewish community is one that

I posed to several people in-the-know. Here is what they had to say:
In previous decades, Faye Rosenberg-Cohen, Planning and

Community Engagement Director, GrowWinnipeg Coordinator,
Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, said the Federation relied on census
information. In 2011 the format of the census was changed from a
mandatory survey to one that was optional. The name was also
changed to the “National Household Survey”.

“We also have someone, nationally, who does the census for the
Jewish community,” said Rosenberg-Cohen.

As the arrival of new immigrants is continuing at a steady pace,
Rosenberg-Cohen sees only a very slight shift in from where people
are coming to Manitoba. “We’re starting to see more people coming
from South America, and that may change over the next couple of
years.”

Although the Federation does not currently have more recent figures,
they tracked, a few years ago, newcomers who moved to the province,

and there was about an
85-90 percent reten-
tion rate (of people set-
tling in Manitoba). But,
in some of the success
stories of people who
had been here longer
(i.e. five-ten years),
they were recruited
away for jobs in other
cities. 

As of now, the
Federation is still work-
ing with an estimate of
about 16,500 Jews liv-
ing in Winnipeg, until
such time as new sta-
tistics come to light
disproving that one
way or another. 

(Ed. note: In our June
12 issue I delved
deeply into the ques-
tion how large
Winnipeg’s Jewish

community really is. I noted that the 2011 National Household Survey
reported the following information: “...a total of 10,740 individuals
reported that their religion was Jewish. Of those 10,740 individuals,
only 7,855 also reported that their ethnic origin was Jewish. 12,000
individuals said that their ethnic origin was Jewish (at least in part.
Remember, respondents were able to give up to six answers to the
question about ethnic origin.) Thus, 2,885 individuals who said they
were Jewish by religion did not say they were Jewish by ethnic origin.

So – if you add the 2,885 individuals who said they were Jewish by
religion but not by ethnic origin to the 12,000 who said they were
Jewish by ethnic origin, the total now comes to 14,885. It still isn’t
16,000, but it’s a lot closer to that figure than 12,000.”)

One definite shift Rosenberg-Cohen noted is that membership is no
longer the only way people affiliate. “Many people come out to pro-
grams regularly and identify strongly in the community without hold-
ing any kind of membership.” 

As well, Rosenberg-Cohen said the community is experiencing a bit
of a baby boom of late. “We have a Shalom Baby program that we just
reinitialized and reinvigorated,” she said. “We had 35 babies at the
last baby shower in the spring and we’ll be holding another one in
October.”

In a word, Rosenberg-Cohen described our Jewish community today
as “diverse,” with somewhere between 20 and 25 percent of our pop-
ulation now made up of people who have moved here from another
country within the last 10-15 years. 

“This makes us really interesting and vibrant. There’s always some-
one new to meet and something new to discover. 

“We’re simply an interesting place to live, and that’s reflective in the
people moving here (including the people coming back to live here
after having moved away). Winnipeg is also very affordable, with eco-
nomic stability.”

I also spoke with Jewish Child and Family Services’ (JCFS) Executive
Director Emily Shane and Al Benarroch, JCFS Clinical Director, on this
subject.

According to Benarroch, “We’ve had a huge influx into our com-
munity of newcomers over the last 12 years, including thousands of
Argentineans and Israelis (who were primarily former Soviet Union
Israelis), creating a very diverse face, culturally, in our community.”

(Ed. note: Again, the results of the National Household Survey
would seem to contradict the notion that there are “thousands of
Argentineans and Israelis” in our Jewish community here. Here is what
I reported in our May 29 issue: Between 2001-2011 a total of 65,535
immigrants had come to Winnipeg according] to the NHS – Yet, of
those 65,535, only 535 were born in Argentina and 580 were born in
Israel.

But – when one takes into account the number of immigrants who
were born in the Russian Federation (995) and Ukraine (1,500), not
to mention other member republics in the former USSR, it is indeed
possible that the number of Jews who were born in former Soviet
republics is much higher.” Still, as with the figures given for the total
number of Jews in Winnipeg, there is a natural tendency for the Jewish
Federation to report higher numbers than may actually be the case, for
obvious reasons of self-aggrandizement.)
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Table from the National Household Survey of 2011 showing how many Winnipeggers indicated they were Jewish by ethnic origin. Single
ethnic origin reponses refers to the number of individuals who said that their only ethnic origin was Jewish. Multiple ethnic origin
responses refers to individuals who listed Jewish as one of their ethnic origins (up to total of six).

Table from the 2011 NHS survey showing how
many Winnipeggers said they were Jewish by reli-
gion

Table from 2001 Census showing how many Winnipeggers said they were
Jewish by ethnic origin. (There were no questions about religion on previous censuses.) 



grandson in my
arms, Mr.
Zelinsky gives
us the “finger,”

followed by “f***ing Jew.” ‘Two years ago Mr.
Zelinski decided to shine a spot light into our
home. It was his way of terrorizing us. The
police were not able to do anything and final-
ly after frequent calls to the City of Winnipeg,
a man by the name of Peter Degraff came out
in the middle of the night with one of his
employees and saw for himself what was
happening. Eventually Mr. Degraff, told Mr.
Zelinski to take down the light or he would
be charged under some by-law. He called me
on the first night of Chanukkah to give me the
news and I have to tell you the timing was
exceptional and our entire family, immediate
and extended celebrated. We owe much to
Mr. Degraff.’

Currently the issue that Swyston says has
been at the centre of neighbours’ frustration
with Zielinski has been his operation of a
large truck in his back yard, ostensibly to
perform some type of maintenance work on
it. “The noise is absolutely horrific”, accord-
ing to Swyston.  Swyston insists, however,
that operation of the truck violates City of
Winnipeg by-laws: “Mr. Zielinski has violat-
ed city zoning by-laws in that there there is
a 14000 pound limit on keeping a vehicle
on your property,” Swyston wrote.  “The
truck in question is 29000 pounds.  Mr.
Zielinski's maintenance work and accompa-
nying noise falls to the Livability by-law.”

While City of Winnipeg officials – and
police - have responded to the Swystons’
complaints, Swyston explained that much of
Zeilinski’s obnoxious behaviour takes place
on weekends, when city staff are not at work.
In a subsequent e-mail Swyston wrote: ‘The
most difficult part with all of this is that since
I am out of the country so often and given Mr.
Zelinski’s beliefs etc. my wife and family are
fearful. People have told us to move, includ-
ing the police but we were one of the first
families on this street. We built the park at the
end of the street, where our kids played and
learned to ride their bikes. No one cared
about your religion, color or ethnic back-
ground. Then Mr. Zelinski came and it
became a big focus. We have lots of Jews on
our street. We have East Indians, Sikhs,
Christians, everyone. Many have their own
stories. If we moved, it would show he had

won.’
A true nightmare – n’est ce pas? This is the

kind of story that we often see in Hollywood
movies but that what we never think will hap-
pen to us – or at least we hope it won’t.

Swyston, however, takes particular aim at
what he regards as the total lack of assistance
in dealing with Zielinski from his local city
councillor, Paula Havixbeck. Here is what
Swyston had to say about Havixbeck:

“I made the call asking for an appointment.
The intent was to seek her assistance regard-
ing enforcement, amendment etc. of zoning
and by-laws. She was provided with Mr.
Zelinski’s background, his views on Jews,
race in general and some of the things he had
done to the neighbors. She was advised of the
conviction regarding the racially based

assault. “Councillor Havixsbeck  blew me off.
She refused to meet; she refused to discuss
and gave every indication that she didn’t
care. Not once did she say how can I help
you. I reminded her that she was elected to
assist constituents. She then said she wanted
paper, figures, presentations etc. It was very
apparent that she wasn’t interested even
though much time was spent on what he had
inflicted on the neighbors, ie the anti-Semitic
taunts, the racially based comments focusing
on skin etc.”

I contacted Councillor Havixbeck in
August, asking her to respond to Swyston’s
suggestion that she had not been helpful in
dealing with Zielinski. Here is what she
wrote, in response: “I can tell you that I take
all matters related to citizens’ personal and/or
property safety very seriously. When allega-
tions of a crime have been made and/or
behaviour(s) that may be suspicious are
made, I encourage citizens to contact police
directly (either emergency 911 or non-emer-

gency as the situation requires). “This matter
was brought to my attention some time back.
However, I am not provided the outcome of
the WPS’ investigation on this or any other
issue. I have not been made aware of this
issue arising more recently again.”

I forwarded Havixbeck’s response to
Swyston. Here is how he responded, in part:
“Her response to your e-mail is truly disap-
pointing. Why she would contact the WPS is
news to me. The police kept telling us this
was a city matter and we should contact our
city councillor. In our case, that was no
longer possible.”

That is how the matter stands at the current
time: A malevolent and nasty neighbour who
seems intent on annoying his neigbours and
hurling racial epithets at them, although for
what apparent purpose beyond being delib-
erately obnoxious, is unclear; city officials
who, while being co-operative, seem ham-
strung by inadequate by-laws and an individ-
ual who is apparently able to avoid any
repercussions even when officials attempt to
enforce whatever by-laws might apply; and a
city councilor who is accused by one of her
constituents of being less than helpful when
it comes to dealing with a very distressing sit-
uation.

In one further e-mail received from
Swyston in Hong Kong, he did single out for
recognition the same city official who had
intervened when Zeilinski had been shining a
light directly into the Swyston’s home, Peter
DeGraff. According to Swyston, DeGraff
“advised me that regarding the truck Mr.
Zielinski has been served with a Common
Offense Notice and will appear in court some
time in mid October. That is just the first
step…In the mean time we live with the
truck, the noise, and the fear.” 
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Tuxedo bigot
Continued from page 1.

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Syrian President
Bashar Assad said Israel should be
required to get rid of its weapons of
mass destruction, including chemical
weapons. 

“If we want stability in the Middle
East, all countries should adhere to
agreements and the first country to
adhere to the agreements should be
Israel because Israel has nuclear, chem-
ical, and biological weapons and all
types of weapons of mass destruction,”
Assad said Thursday in an interview
with Rossiya 24, a Russian state-run
television network. 

“When we proposed a project to liquidate
stores of weapons of mass destruction in the
Middle East, the United States impeded the
project. One of the reasons was to allow
Israel to have such weapons,” Assad assert-
ed in the interview. 

Assad also said during the interview that
the Syrian rebels may use chemical
weapons against Israel as a provocation, a

rumor that has been circu-
lating in the Russian
media, according to the
Russian news service
Interfax. 

“Everyone knows that
these terrorist gangs and
those who run them are
trying to incite an attack by
the United States. They
previously tried to involve
Israel in the conflict in
Syria,” Assad said. 

Assad told Rossiya 24
that Syria has agreed to put its chemical
weapons stockpile under international con-
trol in deference to Russia and not because
of the threat of a military strike by the
United States. 

Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov
and U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry met
Thursday night in Geneva to discuss the
Russian proposal for Syria to place its chem-
ical weapons under international control. 

“Mr. Zielinski has been served
with a Common Offense
Notice and will appear in
court some time in mid

October. That is just the first
step…In the mean time we

live with the truck, the noise,
and the fear.” 

Assad: Israel should ditch its chemical weapons too 

Syrian President
BASHAR ASSAD



Some random thoughts about stories in this
week’s issue (and ones we’ve covered in past
issues):

The CJA campaign has reached new levels
of success with Gail Asper as Chair of the
campaign. While bringing in Rex Murphy to
headline this year’s campaign kickoff was an
inspired move, having Manitoba’s – and
probably Canada’s most accomplished

fundraiser, spearheading the CJA campaign two years running has
been of enormous benefit to the community.

When I interviewed Asper for our August 18 issue I dwelled on the
energy she brings to any endeavour with which she is associated. One
of the points she made during our conversation was that the Human
Rights Museum had taken up so much of her time for over ten years
that she hadn’t been able to devote nearly as much attention to
Winnipeg’s own Jewish community as she would have liked. That, she
said, is something that she now intends to correct from hereon in.

And, we are all the beneficiaries of Asper’s legendary ability to focus
on the task at hand. One of the points she also made during our inter-
view was the fact that  many major donors have passed from the scene
in recent years. While many individuals have endowed their gifts –
which will insure that their contributions to the CJA will continue long
after their passing, it is a tribute to the competence and diligence of
the CJA campaign staff – and volunteers – that new donors are con-
stantly being added to the list of regular donors – and that the CJA
seems to be able to reach higher targets every year notwithstanding
the deaths of many key donors.

Where this leads me to ask is why, if the CJA campaign has remained
so singularly successful, and our own community here seems to be
resting on such a solid base of institutions and organizations, our
Federation seems compelled to exaggerate the actual size of the
Jewish community here?

In our story about the current state of Winnipeg’s Jewish communi-
ty on page 2 we note that the Jewish Federation’s position is that there
are 16,500 Jews in Winnipeg. Yet the National Household Survey of
2011 (which replaced the mandatory census of previous years) would
seem to be indicating that the figure is actually much lower than that.
At a maximum it might be 14,500, but that figure would also include
many individuals who don’t even identify as Jewish. They’ve simply
indicated on the NHS that one of up to six ethnic groups to which
their ancestors belong is Jewish.

Does it make a great deal of difference, in the long run, whether our
community is growing or not? Certainly if you’re involved in planning
for the future of an institution such as the Gray Academy it makes a

huge difference.
But, as I’ve noted

many times previous-
ly, the real demo-
graphic challenge for
our community, as it
is almost everywhere
in the Western world,
is the aging of our
population. If there is
one group that will
continue to dominate
society’s focus, it will
be the cohort that
came into the world
from 1946-64 – the
group that is defined
as the baby boom
generation. That gen-
eration, of which I am
a part, is not only
concerned with the
needs of elderly par-
ents, it is also facing
the increased health
risks that are an
inevitable accompa-
niment to aging.

For years now we’ve
been forewarned of
the tremendous pres-
sures on our health
care system that are
bound to come as the

members of the
baby genera-
tion enter their
own senior
years. I’ve also
written about
the phenome-
non of support-
ed living facili-
ties springing
up in Win-
nipeg. (By the
way, I wonder
how much
longer we’re
going to have
to wait before
we see plans
for a much-
needed assisted
living facility
adjacent to the
Simkin Centre?) 

At the same time as I’ve focused on the needs of the elderly from
time to time in this paper – and I’m soon to join the ranks of seniors
myself, I’ve also paid a great amount of attention to the opposite end
of the spectrum, i.e. the crisis in the lack of day care spaces.

Being a natural-born skeptic, I take any information from govern-
ment spokespersons with a huge grain of salt. That is why, as I’ve been
attempting to ferret out the truth about just how many day care spaces
we have in Winnipeg, I find our NDP government’s pronouncements
in this area as difficult to believe as their pronouncements on the need
for more hydro dams up north.

In August I asked a spokesperson for the provincial government how
many day care spaces the Province has created in the past five years?
Here is the answer that I received on August 20:

“Since 2008 the Province has allocated funding for 6,500 quality
child-care spaces in non-profit child care centres and has invested
$37 million in over 100 capital projects across Manitoba.”

I immediately responded to that statement by asking whether I
would be able to see a list of where those day care spaces are. Not
surprisingly, I never received a response to that query – not even an
acknowledgement that the e-mail had been received.  On September
9, therefore, I sent this e-mail to the same spokesperson: “I’m still
waiting to hear from you regarding where the province has created
6,500 day care spaces in the past five years. Could you please tell me
whether the locations of those spaces is available and, if so, would I
be able to see that information? I suppose the fact that you haven’t
responded to my request for this information is an answer in itself, isn’t
it?”

Now, in a related vein, I should mention that I recently took a tour
of Brock Corydon School with that school’s principal, Ara Morris –
who, it should be noted, has been remarkably successful in boosting
the numbers of children now enrolled in that school. (We’ll have more
on Brock Corydon School in a future issue.)

Why am I continuing to pay so much attention to Brock Corydon
School (along with Sir William Osler School)? The answer is that, like
my skepticism about what we are told by the Jewish Federation is the
size of our Jewish population, I am also deeply skeptical that both the
Provincial Government and the Winnipeg School Division are doing
very much to address the problem of the severe lack of day care
spaces in Winnipeg.

Simply put – Brock Corydon School once held as many as 340 stu-
dents in the 1990s. Last year it held only 198 students. Neither the
Province nor the Winnipeg School Division is capable of moving
swiftly enough to meet our changing demographic needs. We don’t
need as many classrooms for students in K-6, of which there are far
fewer than there were just 10-20 years ago. What we really require are
more day care spaces for parents of pre-schoolers. Unfortunately,
some parents think that the only way day care can be expanded in cer-
tain schools is by reducing the quality of education for children in K-
6. If that were truly the case, then I wonder how on Earth Brock
Corydon was ever able to function with 340 students? What we need
most of all is an honest evaluation of the statistical and demographic
information that we do have, from organizations that seem to rely on
suppositions and past assumptions rather than hard evidence. 

As a final note, I have been asked to advise readers that the Herzlia
Syangogue will be playing host to Alan Blye, who will be leading the
davening this coming Shabbes (Sept. 21. All are invited to attend. 
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Canada needs a critic like Peter Beinart
By RABBI DOW MURMUR

The Harper government is at present one of the world’s most
ardent supporters of Israel’s political leaders. Canadian Jews
have every reason to be pleased when movers and shakers in
their country show understanding for Zionism and its achieve-
ments.

But this has also deepened divisions within our community:
it has encouraged many of its hawks to assume unwarranted
authority, expressing at times outrageous views in the guise of
Israeli and Canadian patriotism. To hold contrary opinions is to
run the risk of being labelled a self-hating Jew, or worse.

Mercifully, some members of our community continue to
speak and think critically along the same lines as many Israelis
who are part of the mainstream and have proven records of
yeoman service to the state, as well as commitment to Judaism,
far beyond their critics here. 

But the consequences can be uncomfortable for committed
Zionists who don’t vote Tory in Canada and don’t support the
parties that form Israel’s present government. Being reluctant to
debate in public or perhaps fearing unpleasantness from peers,
many have chosen to express their views only among con-
senting adults in small informal groups or on visits to Israel.
Their absence from active communal involvement is a great
loss to Canadian Jewry.

The fact that many are young is particularly distressing.
Rather than being involved in Jewish life, they seem to devote
their energies to other causes. University campuses illustrate it:
most Jews there stay away from Jewish affairs. And if they’ve
absented themselves now, it’s most unlikely that they’ll come
back later.

Then there are students and professors who go over the top,
perhaps in protest against the prevailing mood in our commu-
nity. They’ve come to sympathize with the stance of the ene-
mies of the Jewish People in general and of Israel in particular.
Hiding behind ostensibly lofty principles and universal ideals,
they denounce Zionism, and at times even Judaism. They may,
indeed, warrant being accused of Jewish self-hatred.

That’s why the Canadian Jewish establishment must adopt a
very different approach. It should tolerate, nay encourage,
Jews to be openly critical of aspects of current Israeli govern-
ment policies, even if it means being vilified by self-righteous
loudmouths. There’s a great need for a platform for those who
refuse to yield to the hawks, yet don’t wish to be part of the
passive majority or of the anti-Zionist camp.

The many Jews in Canada who see themselves as belonging
to the centre – neither uncritical yes-persons nor rabid naysay-
ers – don’t seem to feel welcome within the mainstream and,
therefore, have remained on the fringe of the community.

The New Year prompts a fresh start. They must be brought
into the mainstream. It’s not good enough to confine Jewish
communal activities to fundraising and advocacy at the
expense of a body such as the (defunct) Canadian Jewish
Congress, which, though no doubt imperfect, provided ordi-
nary folk with some representation and allowed for voices that
now seem to have been muted.

I believe that many Canadian Jews are craving for such voic-
es to be heard again. Similarly, there are indicators of a wide-
spread desire by those currently on the fringe to be inside and
not be shut out by “community discipline.” They rightly refuse
to be lumped together with the enemies of the Land and the
People of Israel, because they don’t belong there.

Canadian Jewry needs a Peter Beinart, the 40-something
American Jewish journalist and political science professor. His
2012 book, “The Crisis of Zionism”, and subsequent writings
analyze the current debates in Israeli society, ask very impor-
tant questions and put forward novel ways about how to live
up to Zionist ideals, both in the Jewish state and in the
Diaspora.

Though his writings and statements have been criticized by
defenders of the status quo, they’ve also encouraged many
young Jews in the United States who have hitherto been luke-
warm or negative about Israel to engage in the debate and help
create a broader platform of Jewish commitment.

Beinart himself is a worthy role model: he and his wife keep
a kosher home, are regular synagogue worshippers, and, I
believe, send their children to Jewish day schools.

I’d like to think that there are several potential Peter Beinarts
in the fringe groups. They must come out of their self-imposed
closets to manifest the cardinal truth that none of us has a fran-
chise on ahavat Yisrael (the love of Jews and Judaism).

Reprinted courtesy of The Canadian Jewish News.

No surprise that democratic Israel allows Muslims
more freedom than Muslim countries do

By MYRON LOVE
Israel sure can be an oppressive place for Muslims – not!
Unlike neighbouring Arab countries and the two Palestinian statelets,

Palestinian journalist Khaled Abu Tuomeh notes, “Arab journalists and colum-
nists in Israel have been expressing their views about the Egyptian crisis with-
out fear, while their colleagues in Egypt, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority
are afraid to speak their mind.”

He points out that Israel is one of the few countries in the Middle East where
Muslims are permitted to demonstrate in favor of ousted Egyptian President
Mohamed Morsi and his Muslim Brotherhood organization. “This is not
because Israel supports Morsi or the Muslim Brotherhood;” he writes. “It is
because the Muslim protesters know that in a democratic country like Israel
they can hold peaceful demonstrations and express their views without hav-
ing to worry about being targeted by the authorities.”

While pro-Morsi demonstrators, Abu Khlaed points out, are being shot,
wounded, arrested and harassed in Egypt, the Palestinian Authority-controlled
territories and some Arab countries, in Israel they are free to stage protests and
express their views even in the heart of Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. In Israel, pro-
Morsi demonstrators even feel free to chant slogans against Israel and the U.S.,
and to hoist Hamas flags.

He cites, for example, weekly demonstrations by thousands of Muslim wor-
shippers in support of Morsi and the Muslim Brotherhood after Friday prayers
at the Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. On August 15, he writes, one day after the
violent crackdown on Morsi supporters in Cairo and other Egyptian cities, in
which hundreds of Egyptians were killed, some 150 members of the Islamic
Movement in Israel staged a protest outside the Egyptian embassy in Tel Aviv.

And on August 17, thousands of Muslims demonstrated in Nazareth to voice
support for Morsi.

“Not a single Muslim has been hurt or arrested in Israel for demonstrating in
favor of Morsi,” he reports.

By comparison, he adds, the Palestinian Authority, which has come out in
support of the ouster of Morsi, continues to crack down on Muslims who
voice solidarity with the deposed Egyptian president.

“While mosque preachers in Israel are free to express their views about the
Egyptian crisis,” Abu Tuomeh reports, “their colleagues in the West Bank have
been warned by the Palestinian Authority government against speaking out in
favor of Morsi.

“While Muslim Brotherhood leaders have been thrown into prison in Egypt,
Raed Salah and Kamal al-Khatib, the leaders of the Islamic Movement in
Israel, continue to lead normal lives and organize various political activities
around the country.

“Today it has become evident that leaders and members of the Islamic
Movement in Israel enjoy more freedom and rights than the Muslim
Brotherhood in Egypt, Jordan and even - under the Palestinian Authority in the
West Bank - Hamas.”

In a related development (which was reported on The Times of Israel web-
site), in late August, Palestinian Authority policemen used force to break up a
pro-Morsi rally in Hebron and two local (Palestinian) journalists, Akram al-
Natsha and Mahmoud Abu Ghania, complained that the policemen threat-
ened and insulted them during the confrontation.

As a result, the Palestinian journalists’ syndicate has decided to boycott cov-
erage of the activities of the Palestinian Authority’s security apparatus in the
West Bank to protest the security crackdown on journalists during the demon-
stration.

The article notes that “West Bank journalists periodically complain of secu-
rity harassment during coverage of Hamas events viewed as potentially
embarrassing to the government of Mahmoud Abbas. Freedom House, a press
freedom watchdog based in Washington, ranks the Palestinian territories as
“not free” - the lowest of three possible rankings - with regard to the ability of
its journalists to report with no restrictions.”

The article further reports that the Palestinian journalists’ syndicate leader
Abdul Nasser Najjar, during a sit-in protest across from the interior ministry in
Ramallah Sunday, said that documented cases of journalists’ harassment will
be reported to legal authorities. “There is a blacklist in which we will include
any official who attacks journalists in the West Bank. In no way will we allow
this chain of attacks against journalists to continue,” Najjar told the Palestine
News Network.

And what was the response of PA President Mahmoud Abbas? Sure, he met
with the demonstrators and said all the right things, then signed a petition, to
be sent to UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, complaining that Israeli
authorities (for security reasons) don’t grant full freedom of movement to
Palestinian journalists during their coverage of media events in the West Bank.

Najjar chimed in that if Israel “continued to prevent Palestinian journalists
from traveling freely across the West Bank, Najjar added, the Palestinians
would turn to the UN in September or December and request a condemna-
tion of Israel.”

Sure, Najjar acknowledges that journalists in the Gaza Strip were being
harassed and intimidated by Hamas authorities on a daily basis and that
Hamas had also shuttered the local offices of the syndicate and banned the
distribution of the three official PA dailies, Al-Ayyam, Al-Quds and Al-Hayat
Al-Jadidah.

But he is not calling on the UN to condemn Hamas now, is he?



Sol Fink has always
insisted that he
would never go back
to Poland but, in late
August, that was
exactly what he did.
Accompanied by his
son-in-law, Kinzey
Posen, his grandson,
Avi Posen, and a

niece, Pam Singer, the beloved cantor
returned to his old home town – Sanok – in
the southeastern corner of Poland - for the
first time in 73 years.

And, for the foursome, it was a moving
experience.

Prior to World War II, Sanok – in the
Carpathian foothills – was a community of
about 25,000 people, 35 - 40 percent of
whom were Jewish. “It was a beautiful area
full of trees and greenery,” Fink recalls. 

His father, Zachariya, was in the meat busi-
ness and was a major supplier of meat for the
Polish army.

When the Nazis invaded Sanok in September, 1939, Fink and his
family crossed over the San River to the Russian side (as a result of the
German-Russian agreement) and relocated to a smaller town called
Tyrawa Woloska, where Saul’s maternal grandparents and numerous
other relatives lived. 

In 1940, on the first day of Shavuos, the Russians determined to
move out all the Jews on their side of the San River who were from the
other side. In the middle of the night one day, the Finks along with the
other transplanted Jews were rounded up and put into cattle cars for
the long journey to Siberia. The Jews weren’t told where they were
being sent but, ironically, being exiled to Siberia saved their lives.

After the war, the Fink family came to Winnipeg where they had rel-
atives.

Fink’s decision to go back to Poland came about in part through his
lifelong friendship with Steven Schipper’s father, Jack, in Montreal.
Schipper had already been back two or three times to visit his home-
town, Rzeszow, which is near Sanok. As well, the Manitoba Theatre
Centre artistic director himself went to visit Poland last year with his
wife, Terri Cherniack, and close friend Ruben Potash.

It was about four months ago that Fink expressed his desire to return
to Poland. Kinsey and Avi quickly agreed to go with him. Avi, who had
been to Poland in 2009 as part of an Israeli University tour (he was a
student at Hebrew University at the time) put together the itinerary
and made the arrangements.

Although there were some naysayers when Fink announced his
plans, he notes that his close friend Rabbi Peretz Weizman gave him
encouragement. “Rabbi Weizman told me that Poland has changed a
lot in the last 20-30 years,” Fink says. “He told me that I would have
an unforgettable experience.”

Fink was a little concerned before he left about communicating with
the people they were to meet in Poland, but he found that his ability
to speak Polish returned very quickly.

Fink and family arrived in Warsaw on the morning of Friday, August
23rd. For Shabbat, they went to a Chabad shul that was led by an
Israeli-born rabbi who was fluent in Polish. Sol and his grandson, Avi,
were invited to lead the service and do the Torah readings.

“They loved him so much that the rabbi wanted to hire Zaida Sol for
Yom Tov,” Avi says. 

“There was also a 94-year-old Polish Jew there who came from the
same region as Zaida Sol and who had never left Poland. He was
almost in tears hearing my Zaida daven using the melodies from that
area.”

On Shabbat afternoon, they came across the Warsaw Jewish Festival
which, as Avi Posen points out, is put on by non-Jews for non-Jews.
“There were cover bands playing the music of Jewish Polish rock
bands from the 1960s,” he says. 

There was also an Israeli young lady leading a group of Poles in
Israeli dancing.

At the end of Shabbat, they went to the Nozick Shul, the only shul
from the pre-war era that still has services. The festival was also pre-
senting a “Havdallah” service there. Almost everyone in the audience
were Poles, Avi notes. One exception was Sobibor survivor Philip
Bialowicz, visiting from the United States. He and Fink found much to
talk about.

Fink and his party rented a car for the drive to Sanok.
“People warned us about the drivers in Poland,” says Kinzey. “But

we had a GPS system that served as a very good guide and we named
her Zlatah (Gold in Polish).”

The visitors
stopped in Lublin en
route to Sanok. Sol
wanted to stop in
Lublin to see what
used to be the Chachmei Lublin Yeshiva that was started by Rabbi Meir
Shapiro. He’s world famous among religious Jews for starting the con-
cept of the “Daf Yomi”. Shapiro was the chief rabbi in Sanok when
Fink was born and was the sandek at Fink’s bris. Shapiro’s yeshiva was
the largest in Poland when it opened in 1930.

“Rabbi Shapiro was one of the greatest modern rabbis,” Fink notes.
The yeshiva building was given back to the Jewish community ten

years ago. It is now a museum that is also being developed into a
hotel, Fink notes.

Lublin is also very close to the site of Majdanek. “It was heartbreak-
ing seeing Majdanek,” Kinzey says. “The gas chambers, the showers,
the barracks, the crematoriums are all pretty much intact. When Avi
and I went into the crematorium, we had to leave quickly because of
the oppressive atmosphere. We felt the evil that was present there.”
Once in Sanok, Fink couldn’t believe how much the community had
changed. He remembered dirt and gravel roads, plus horses and wag-
ons. Now, there are paved roads and cars everywhere, he notes.

He was able to find the site of his former family home with some dif-
ficulty and delighted in showing Kinzey, Avi and Pam  where the shuls
used to be – two of the former synagogue buildings are still standing
– and other highlights of pre-war Jewish Sanok.

The group met a 90-year-old Pole who remembered the Fink family.
As well, Sol was interviewed extensively by a Polish PhD student who
is writing a history of Sanok’s former Jewish community.

Kinzey notes that he, Sol and Avi made a point of going out on the
balcony of their hotel room in the morning with tallesim and tefillin
on to pray publicly and show that the Jewish people live on.

The party also stopped at Tyrawa Woloska – but found very little
remained of the town.

They also stopped in Krakow and visited the old Jewish quarter. Avi
describes the area as a “Jewish Disneyland”. Krakow, he points out,
was left intact during the war (because Krakow surrendered to the
Germans without a fight).

“A lot of the shuls are still there in the old Jewish quarter,” Kinzey
notes. “There are also several restaurants and businesses with Jewish
names (and serving traditional Jewish foods in the restaurants), but
neither the owners nor customers are Jewish...and the food isn’t
kosher either.”

“It was an odd feeling for us.”
The Winnipeggers came home on August 29th. 
“It was a moving experience seeing Poland through Sol’s eyes,”

Kinzey says. “He showed us what was and what could be. It was his
positive attitude that contributed greatly to the success of the trip.”

Avi notes that he took a lot of pictures and that he and Kinzey will
be making a video of the trip. 

Avi is teaching Judaic Studies at the Gray Academy and plans to inte-
grate his experiences from the trip into his classes. “It will help me to
put into perspective the suffering of the Jews in World War II and the
creation of the State of Israel,” he says.

Avi notes that in many of the pictures, Sol was flashing what he
thought was the sign for peace. Sol noted that what he was flashing
was the “V for Victory” sign, indicating that the Nazis failed in their
attempts to exterminate the Jews and that we are alive and well and
flourishing. 
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SOL FINK in front of what used to be his
family’s property in his hometown of Sanok,
Poland. 

At Wawel Castle in Warsaw - (l-r): SOL
FINK, niece PAM SINGER, grandson AVI
POSEN, and son-in-law KINZEY POSEN.

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Beloved Cantor Sol Fink makes first trip back to Poland after 73 years 



Manitoba Judge sentences “$hitler’s List” blogger to community service 
By MYRON LOVE

Blogger and one-time Winnipeg City
Council candidate Gordon Warren
has just dodged jail time for his con-
tinued accusations against prominent
Winnipeg businessmen Sandy and
Robert Shindleman and their compa-
ny, Shindico – one of western
Canada’s leading property developers
and commercial realtors. 

In June, Manitoba Court of Queen’s
Bench Chief Justice Glenn Joyal ruled
Warren had deliberately, and repeat-
edly, violated the terms of an earlier
injunction prohibiting him from writ-
ing on his blog or in any other format
about the Shindleman Brothers, their
character or their business interests.
Joyal had given Warren the summer to
clean up his act before deciding
whether he’s going to jail. 

On August 28, Joyal ruled that
Warren had successfully “purged” his
contempt of a court order. Instead of
jail time, the judge ordered Warren to perform 25 hours of communi-
ty service in the next 90 days.

Warren also apologized to anyone who has been offended by his
publications.

That, however, is not good enough for the Shindleman Brothers or
their lawyer, Robert Tapper. “He should have received jail time,”
Tapper says of Warren. Tapper also called an apology letter written by
Warren “a carefully worded farce which didn’t specifically apologize
to his clients”.

The case goes back almost a year to the day when, over Rosh
Hashona, an anonymous individual posted flyers – under the title
“$hitler’s List” around the downtown alleging corruption against sev-
eral prominent individuals – largely local politicians and developers –
almost all of whom were Jewish. Mayor Sam Katz topped the list and
Robert and Sandy Shindleman also made the list.

Warren came forward in January and admitted to being behind the
flyer. He claimed that he wasn’t an anti-Semite, that he was just trying
to raise awareness of alleged corruption at City Hall. He said that he
didn’t realize most of the names on that list were Jewish until after he
began posting his posters in public. He said that he was shocked at
the response.

He continued to allege on his website that the Shindelman Brothers

are involved in a criminal conspiracy with Mayor Sam Katz and sev-
eral other local business people - all but one of them Jewish - to steal
money from City Hall through a series of allegedly improper land
deals.

In addition, Warren contacted CORFAC, an international real estate
organization with which the Shindlemans are affiliated and accused
the brothers of shady transactions in their dealings with Winnipeg City
Hall and kickbacks to do with a Phoenix property that Katz purchased.

Warren also contacted the Canada Revenue Agency, the Internal
Revenue Service and Phoenix FBI offices about the Phoenix deal,
alleging that the Shindlemans were involved in “bribery, fraud and
money laundering”. In a blog Warren wrote on February 20, he said
that the FBI and the IRS were investigating the deal. 

When Manitoba’s Justice Minister and the Winnipeg Police Service
declined to press charges against Warren, Robert and Sandy
Shindleman took legal action of their own. In their lawsuit, they
charged defamation
and asked for an
injunction stopping
Warren from any
further accusations.
They also asking for
general, punitive
and special damages
and that Warren pay
court costs.

Warren must
return to court short-
ly to inform Joyal
where he will be
doing his communi-
ty-service work.
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Blogger GORDON WAR-
REN: “He should have
received jail time,” lawyer
Robert Tapper says of
Warren.

Israel built chemical weapons stockpile, 
CIA document indicates

(JTA) – A newly discovered CIA document indicates that Israel
likely built up its own chemical weapons arsenal. 

Intelligence circles in Washington believe that Israel amassed a
stockpile of chemical and biological weapons decades ago to com-
plement its nuclear arsenal, Foreign Policy reported Monday on its
website. 

Information about Israel’s chemical weapons production appears
in a secret 1983 CIA intelligence estimate obtained by Foreign
Policy. 

American spy satellites in 1982 uncovered “a probable CW
(chemical weapon) nerve agent production facility and a storage
facility... at the Dimona Sensitive Storage Area in the Negev Desert,”
the CIA document reported. “Other CW production is believed to
exist within a well-developed Israeli chemical industry. 

“While we cannot confirm whether the Israelis possess lethal
chemical agents, several indicators lead us to believe that they have
available to them at least persistent and nonpersistent nerve agents,
a mustard agent, and several riot-control agents, marched with suit-
able delivery systems.” 

It is not known whether Israel still maintains the chemical
weapons, according to Foreign Policy. 

In 1992, the Israeli government signed but never ratified the
Chemical Weapons Convention, which bans such weapons. 

The report, which was declassified in 2009, mostly deals with alle-
gations of Soviet use of chemical and biological weapons in
Afghanistan and Southeast Asia. Sections on the Middle East were
largely deleted by government censors. 

The document has come to light as the Congress debates whether
to approve a limited military strike against Syria for using chemical
weapons against its own civilians. 



Exhibit shows Nazi persecution of homosexuals
Between 1933 and 1945, the Nazi German

regime promoted racial health policies that
sought to eliminate all sources of biological
corruption to its dominant “Aryan” race.  

Foremost among the so–called racial ene-
mies, according to the Nazis’ anti-Semitic
ideology, were the Jews. When Germany’s
pursuit of “living space” led to World War II
and the conquest of much of Europe, the

Nazis undertook the systematic murder of every Jew in Europe.
Many other groups were targets of persecution and even murder

under the Nazis’ ideology, including Germans with mental and phys-
ical disabilities, Jehovah’s Witnesses, Roma (“Gypsies”), Poles, Soviet
prisoners of war, and “Germany’s homosexual men who were perse-
cuted as threats to the national health,” noted information contained
in Nazi Persecution of Homosexuals 1933-1945, a powerful travelling
exhibit from United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
(Washington, D.C.) that ran at the Rainbow Resource Centre (170
Scott St.), August 28-September 11.

Millions perished in this state–sponsored tyranny.  
The RRC is Manitoba’s not-for-profit community organization that

provides support and resources to the gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgen-
der and two-spirit, intersex, queer, questioning and ally (LGBTT*)
Communities and Families by providing comprehensive education
and outreach services, accessible counseling and other programs and
services, says information on the organization’s website. 

The RRC partnered with Egale Canada and The Winnipeg
Foundation to bring this important exhibit from the USHMM to our
city and province, said Chad Smith, executive director of the RRC,
during an interview with The Jewish Post & News at the exhibit’s open-
ing/gala reception on August 28.

“We are the first Canadian city to host this
exhibit,” he added, mentioning, as well, that
this year marks the 40th anniversary of the
RRC.

“We are thrilled to have this display. The
biggest thing about this exhibit is that it
acknowledges part of our history that we
have forgotten. This isn’t just dusty history,
but also our present and potential future. We
know that persecution of LGBT people hap-
pens (in many countries today). There needs
to be a connection that LGBT rights are
human rights.”

(With consensual, same-sex conduct a criminal offence in more
than one-third of the world’s countries, the United Nations human
rights office launched its first global public education campaign to
raise awareness and respect for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) equality on July 26, 2013 in Cape Town, South Africa. ‘Free &
Equal’, a year-long effort by the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights and partners focuses on the need for both legal
reforms and public education to counter homophobia and transpho-
bia, according to a UN media release. 

(“More than 76 countries criminalize consensual same-sex relation-
ships, according to a 2011 OHCHR report on violence and discrimi-
nation against LGBT people. Penalties range from jail sentences to
execution. Meanwhile, in many more countries discrimination in the
workforce, education, health sectors and other areas of society is

widespread,” the UN reported. “The Universal Declaration of Human
Rights promises a world in which everyone is born free and equal in
dignity and rights – no exceptions, no one left behind. Yet it’s still a
hollow promise for many millions of LGBT people forced to confront
hatred, intolerance, violence and discrimination on a daily basis.”)

Through its various illustrated panels the
exhibit explored the Nazi regime’s attempt
to eradicate homosexuality, which left thou-
sands dead and shattered the lives of many
more.

Paragraph 175 had been part of the
German criminal code from the time of the
German Empire under Kaiser Wilhelm I in
1871: “An unnatural sex act committed
between persons of male sex or by humans
with animals is punishable by imprisonment;
the loss of civil rights might also be
imposed.” 

When the Nazis came to power in 1933 they put a halt to efforts
seeking reform of this law. In 1935, after the murder of Ernst Roem,
leader of the SA (and a homosexual) in 1934, as part of the “Night of
the Long Knives”, the National Socialists amended Paragraph 175 to
close what were seen as loopholes in the law. 

The revision emphasized the criminality of both men involved in
“indecency.”

By 1938, German courts ruled that any contact between men
deemed to have sexual intent, even “simple looking” or “simple
touching,” could be grounds for arrest and conviction.

Believing them to be carriers of a “degeneracy” that weakened soci-
ety and hindered population growth, the Nazi campaign against
homosexuality targeted the more than one million German men who,
the state asserted, carried a “degeneracy” that threatened the “disci-
plined masculinity” of Germany. 

Denounced as “antisocial parasites” and as “enemies of the state,”
more than 100,000 men were arrested under a broadly interpreted
law against homosexuality. Approximately 50,000 men served prison
terms as convicted homosexuals, while an unknown number were
institutionalized in mental hospitals. 

“Others - perhaps hundreds - were castrated under court order or
coercion. Analyses of fragmentary records suggest that between 5,000
and 15,000 homosexual men were imprisoned in concentration
camps, where many died from starvation, disease, exhaustion, beat-
ings, and murder,” said information in the exhibit.

“In the racist practice of Nazi eugenics, women were valued pri-
marily for their ability to bear children. The state presumed that
women homosexuals were still capable of reproducing. Lesbians were
not systematically persecuted under Nazi rule, but they nonetheless
did suffer the loss of their own gathering places and associations.

“Nazi Germany did not seek to kill all homosexuals. Nevertheless,
the Nazi state, through active persecution, attempted to terrorize
German homosexuals into sexual and social conformity, leaving thou-
sands dead and shattering the lives of many more.”

For further information, visit the USHMM website:
http://www.ushmm.org/museum/exhibit/online/hsx/
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CHAD SMITH, executive director of the Rainbow Resource Centre,
170 Scott St., where the exhibit was shown.
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By

MARTIN ZEILIG

“This isn’t just dusty history, but
also our present and potential
future. We know that persecu-

tion of LGBT people happens (in
many countries today). There
needs to be a connection that

LGBT rights are human rights.”
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herself.

Asper, who is chairing the campaign
for a second straight year, listed a
number of accomplishments that, she

suggested, have placed our CJA campaign among the most successful
comparable campaigns throughout North America when it comes to
per capita giving.

The 2012 campaign, Asper noted, brought in a total of $5,617,000,
which represented a 5 percent increase from 2011.

The 2013 goal, she said, is $5.8 million but even before the official
launch of the campaign, an astounding $2,913,208 had already been
pledged. “Of course I’d love to cross that $6 million threshold and
show our community just how much we care,” she added.

In short order, Asper promised, over “200 pathologically dedicated
volunteers” will be contacting would-be contributors but, given the
consistent growth in the number of donors to the CJA campaign year
in and year out, there is an overwhelming mood of optimism sur-
rounding this year’s campaign.

In introducing the evening’s guest speaker, Israel Ludwig, President
of the Winnipeg Jewish Federation, cited Rex Murphy’s many accom-
plishments, some of which are well known, while others, no doubt,
came as a surprise to many in the audience.

For instance Ludwig cited Murphy’s having been a Rhodes Scholar
and a classmate of Bill Clinton’s at Oxford. As one of Canada’s most
famous media personalities Murphy is one of those rare individuals
who appears on television (in weekly commentaries on CBC’s “The
National”); on radio – as host of CBC Radio’s “Cross Country Check-
up; and in print, as author of a weekly column in The Globe and Mail
titled “The Grapes of Wrath”.

What sets Murphy apart from most other speakers more over, is his
ability to deliver a stemwinder of a speech completely off the cuff. As
he took the podium he immediately demonstrated that scintillating wit
that has so endeared him to audiences across the nation.

“Not only being a Catholic, but a Newfoundlander as well,” Murphy
began, “it might seem strange if I wish everyone a Happy New Year.”

Referring to Ludwig’s introduction, during which Ludwig said that
Murphy “works” at the CBC, Murphy was quick to acknowledge that
“work is not a word we associate with that corporation.”

Murphy went on to poke fun at another CBC icon – David Suzuki,
saying that one of his (Murphy’s) tasks is to go downstairs into the CBC
atrium to “light the candles and spray the incense” for “Bishop
Suzuki”.

Taking a shot at egocentric Torontonians, Murphy suggested that one
of the benefits of coming to Winnipeg this particular evening was that
“the further west you go from Toronto, the higher your IQ.”

And – already having dashed off one clever one-liner after another,
Murphy delivered a line that would come to epitomize the rest of his
remarks: “I’m digressing right now – which is really rather strange as I
haven’t even begun.”

(As I noted when I discussed his speech with several others who
heard him that night, Rex Murphy is one individual who may begin a
sentence but is not likely ever to end it. His own nod to his constant
digressions was particularly apt, as he often would seem to be so
caught up in a flight of rhetoric that, while his words were always sin-
gularly expressive, taken together, they often lacked a clear coher-
ence. At times I was hoping that he would actually resort to a script,
but I’m not sure Rex Murphy has ever once confined himself to a set
script.)

As Murphy himself admitted, “I have the same relationship to main-
stream journalism as a streetwalker does to the Department of
Highways” (a clever analogy, but what the hell does it mean, I won-
der?)

Finally, after a long, but tantalizing preamble, Murphy launched into
what he revealed to be the ultimate reason for his being on the podi-
um in the first place: “I am here because over the last decade or so I
associate very reluctantly with any group or established set of opin-
ions. It is on only one thing that I make myself particularly clear –
examining from the outside, looking at the state of the world, all of the
quarrels that abound – being born in 1947 – you look at the views of
Israel since 1967 – the idea that Israel – the lifeboat for a people that
was almost eradicated – after all the great cries of ‘never again’, the
debate always seems to centre around Israel.” (I told you that, for
Murphy, a sentence might begin in one place, but is likely to wander
all over the place before it ends.)

Following are a series of observations made by Murphy:
“The only state on Earth that is in realistic threat of existence is the

Jewish state… There is no other people that faced the singularity that
the Jewish state faced…The Holocaust cast such a monstrous shadow
on the conscience of the entire world that we promised ‘never again’.”

“Yet, if you look around – by 1980 Cambodia was going on”,
Murphy noted, as he launched into a recitation of other horrific events
that did not elicit anywhere the kind of reaction that Israel has consis-
tently provoked among so much of the rest of the world. 

Only Israel is subjected to a constant and relentless scrutiny, Murphy
suggested. And when it comes to gross hypocrisy, nothing else com-
pares to such outrages as “Queers against Israeli apartheid,” for
instance. 

“What kind of a world is it where you criticize the state that would
protect your kind while you make common cause with a state that
would slaughter your own?” he asked.

“I don’t see the streets congested with protesting people as Assad
slaughters 100,000 of his own,” Murphy added.

As he continued to describe the blatant hypocrisies often associated
with the many anti-Israel movements, Murphy began to use the word
“paradox” in describing the attitudes of Israel’s critics.

“I cannot get past the exceptionality of the moral attitudinizing
toward the Jewish state”, is how Murphy put it as he demonstrated that
fierce vocabulary for which he is so well known.

Quoting the great lexicographer Samuel Johnson, Murphy said that
“men and women need less to be informed than to be reminded”,
referring to the “continued need to be reminded that something like
this (the Holocaust) can never be allowed to happen again.”

Contrasting the hand wringing at the UN over Bashar Assad’s con-
tinued atrocities with what would happen if the prime minister of
Israel were ever to be associated with the murder, on even the most
minute level, of innocent civilians, Murphy said: “If 100 people in
Israel were killed by a prime minister the United Nations would use
teleportation to get inspectors there.”

As Murphy continued in his flowery depiction of the uniquely held
position Israel occupies as the one state consistently singled out for
constant criticism, he began to extol the accomplishments of the
Jewish people throughout history.

“I cannot think of any other people that have carried with such great
continuity, kept alive a culture, a moral way of being,” Murphy
intoned. 

“It (Israel) is a candle in the wind. You’ve kept alive one of the essen-
tial ingredients of the mind and conscience of the Western
world….The specialness of the Jewish people has great positives but it
has the great pain of the Holocaust.”

As for so many of Israel’s harshest critics, Murphy declared: “I can-
not quite understand the sharpness of the antagonism of people who
have never been to Israel. I cannot understand the ferocity of the argu-
ment from people for whom the argument is irrelevant.”

In closing his rhapsody about Israel and the Jewish people, Murphy
said to the audience: “You have remained yourself, you’ve kept the
community. You’re not unwilling to know what is going on and that
the threat to Israel is imminent.”

While that might have been a perfect point at which to end his
remarks, for some strange reason Murphy then launched into a long
and rambling story about the Queen’s visit to Newfoundland in 1997
– not your typical speech by a long shot.

Following his remarks, I approached Murphy with the one question
that has been on my mind, given his admiration for Israel and the
Jewish people, that puts him in common cause with another well-
known Canadian figure whom Jewish audiences also love to fete:
Stephen Harper. I began to ask Murphy: “After Mike Duffy and Pamela
Wallin…”, but Murphy cut me short, saying “Don’t even go there.” 

Gee, “Senator Rex” has a nice ring to it. It has almost as nice a ring
to it as “Oedipus Rex”.

CJA Campaign
Continued from page 1.

Seventh-century treasures discovered at
foot of Temple Mount

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Gold and silver coins and jewelry dated from
the seventh century were discovered at an excavation at the foot of
the Temple Mount, Hebrew University researchers said. 

The discovery of the two bundles of treasure at the Temple Mount’s
southern wall, at the Ophel excavation site, was announced
Monday by the researchers. 

The artifacts can be dated to the late Byzantine period, or early
seventh century CE. 

Eilat Mazar, a Hebrew University of Jerusalem archaeologist,
made the discovery during summer excavations and called it “a
breathtaking, once-in-a-lifetime discovery.” Mazar believes the bun-
dles were abandoned during the Persian conquest of Jerusalem in
614 CE. 

They include 36 gold coins, gold and silver jewelry, and a gold
medallion etched with the Temple Menorah, shofar and Torah scroll.
The medallion likely was a Torah scroll ornament. 

“We have been making significant finds from the First Temple
Period in this area, a much earlier time in Jerusalem’s history, so dis-
covering a golden seven-branched menorah from the seventh cen-
tury CE at the foot of the Temple Mount was a complete surprise,”
Mazar said in a statement. 



Member of Parliament for Winnipeg South Centre Joyce Bateman visits Israel 
By JOYCE BATEMAN
Special to The Jewish Post & News

I recently had the privilege of going on a
parliamentary mission to Israel and what a
learning experience it was to visit this incred-
ible country. Before going I read the book
“Startup Nation: The Story of Israel’s
Economic Miracle” by Dan Senor and Saul
Singer, but to actually see the economic
opportunities being realized by innovative
entrepreneurs in Israel is to know this is a
country poised for great success in the 21st
Century. 

At one of the briefings I met with Daniel
Schreiber, the president of Powermat.
Powermat is a leading provider of wireless
power solutions. Their goal is to free our lives
from wires by providing wireless, safe, green
and energy-efficient charging solutions for
electronic devices. 

Powermat provides consumers access to
wireless power all through the day, and
enables them to power up wherever they go
– in coffee shops, hair salons, hotels, restau-
rants, and, of course, at home and at the
office. I have no doubt, very soon, Powermat
will be at your local Starbucks - so that you
can  “recharge” both your phone and yourself at the same time. 

Of course this capacity for innovation is fed by many hands-on busi-
ness start-ups and a rigorous academic community. Higher education
plays a pivotal role in the economic and social development of the
country. I visited the Herzliya Interdisciplinary Center Business School
and was impressed to learn that 80 percent of the MBA students have
already been involved in a start-up operation. These students are not

afraid nor
ashamed of fail-
ure and often see
it as an essential
step to greater
success. Higher
education is a
priority and that
focus is creating a
knowledgebased
economy. 

Also, on our visit
to Heseg House I
met with a num-

ber of undergrad students competing for schol-
arships. I was very heartened to learn  that for-
mer Winni-pegger Gerry Schwartz and Heather
Reisman, prominent Canadian entrepreneurs

themselves, are contributing to making those scholarships a reality for
many of the students. If I thought the stu-
dents and tech companies were impres-
sive entrepreneurs, even they were
eclipsed by the marketing skills exhibit-
ed in the amazing Mahane Yehuda out-
door market where we stopped for lunch
before visiting the Knesset (Israeli
Parliament). What a market! 

Touring the Knesset and meeting
with parliamentarians from various
parties I learned their goals are con-
gruent with the Canadian
Government’s goals of creating jobs,
economic growth and long-term pros-
perity. I had the pleasure of meeting
Knesset Members Stav Shaffir, Meir
Sheetrit and Ronen Hoffman. The Yesh
Atid party is an example of what can
happen when people come together
seeking change. Just founded in 2012
they won 19 seats in the 120-seat
Knesset in the 2013 election. 

My parliamentary mission to Israel
was the highlight of my summer. The
places I visited and people I met
helped me better understand the com-
mitment so many of my constituents
have to this remarkable country. My
visit continues to inspire me as I serve
the constituents of Winnipeg South
Centre.
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JOYCE BATEMAN at Massada in front of
scale model of the fortress there.

MP JOYCE BATEMAN and 
RICHARD MARCEAU, 

Senior Government  Advisor for CIJA
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Give Your 
Child the  

Gift of Music 

Register Now! 
kindermusikdiscovery.com 

453-1222 

3 Locations  
The Forks 
St. Vital 
Tuxedo-
Charleswood 

A developmentally designed music and 
movement curriculum for children birth 
to age 7  and their families 

Remarkable and research-proven 
child development benefits 
Over 50 weekly classes to choose 
from including simultaneous class 
options for siblings 

Kindermusik music program 
Instruments  -  Creative Movement   
Musical Concepts  - 
Singing 
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Yiddish page

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment Trust at the
Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow, University Of
Manitoba.

English translation of Yiddish column
Yomin Noroim. The synagogues are packed with people asking for forgiveness. we deep

our apples in honey and wish for a good sweet blessed year. In a poem titled “Yiddishkeit”
(1953) the poet Jacob Glatstein warns his readers from turning their Yiddishkeit into a shal-
low, ready made folkloristic ritual. He brilliantly describes how people turn the healthy,
natural and sweet honey into margarine, something that is artificial, unhealthy and too
sweet. I wish you all a sweet year with Yiddishkeit made from real honey produced by real
bees. Don’t forget the bitter sting of the bee that made the sweet honey.

Yechts
I was playing

Scrabble last week
and I had a seven
letter word sitting on
my rack: hauling.
But there was
nowhere to play
it…unless it could
be pluralized. Is

haulings a word? It’s tempting. Hauling is a
noun…it’s an activity, and that’s a thing. To be
sure, it’s also a verb, as in “I am hauling grav-
el”. But it’s also a noun: “Hauling gravel is
hard work”. What else is the subject of that
sentence if not hauling? I think that kind of
noun is called a gerund.

But of course, not every noun can be plu-
ralized by adding s. And the fact that it ends
in ing is not necessarily the problem. You can
have a number of undertakings going on at
the same time, and that’s a perfectly good
Scrabble word (except it might be too long to
fit on the board). You can attend three differ-
ent poetry readings in the same evening. And
so on. But can you have multiple haulings?

To understand what’s going on here, we
have to start by noting that there at least two
different kind of ing words here. Undertaking
and reading are not gerunds in the same
sense as hauling. Well…reading is, if you say
“Reading is fun”…that’s a gerund. But the
“reading” in poetry readings is not the plural
of the “reading” in reading is fun. If you see
what I mean.

Because haulings actually looks like it might
be a word, as in the following conversation:
Tom says, “I was hauling garbage all day”…to
which Dick replies: “What did you do with
the haulings?” It’s a bit contrived, but it’s
arguable. Was my Scrabble partner con-
vinced? Well…

The thing is, this is a whole new kind of ing
noun, different from the other two we’ve seen
do far. It’s clearly different because it only
takes the plural (or collective) form…no one
takes away a single hauling of garbage. Or
droppings. No one picks up a single dog
dropping. They pick up droppings with an s.
Yes, you can play dropping in Scrabble, if
you’re dropping a ball. But it’s really a whole
different word from dog droppings.

What about serving? Would you like one
serving of Jello with your meal or two? I guess
I’m not sure if servings is more like undertak-
ings or droppings. Maybe it’s somewhere in
between…but that’s not my point. I want to
talk about how these things work in Yiddish.
Because in Yiddish, we have three different
endings instead of one.

The first one is easy, because it is close to
the English ending. Undertaking in Yiddish is
unter-nehmung. In fact, in the Galitzianer
pronunciation, the ung ending is actually just
like the English ing. You can pluralize it with
–en, so you have several unternehmungen.
Another nice word that takes this type of end-
ing is vorhandlen – to negotiate. “Peace nego-
tiations” in Yiddish are sholem-vorhandlun-
gen.

What about “reading and writing”? In
Yiddish, we would have schreiben un lesen
(or leyenen if you’re reading from the
Torah…no one quite knows why!). The point
is it’s a different ending…it’s just the infinitive
form of the verb, without the ung. These are
basically identical to the German construc-
tions.

The third form is where it gets interesting.
Have you ever heard of drippings? I had an

By

MARTY GREEN

Continued on page 13. See “Marty Green”.
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BooksWinnipeg Studio Theatre presents
Villains and Vixens and Avenue Q.
Villains and Vixens……Celebrate the Murder,

Mayhem and Madness of Contemporary
Musical Theatre Evil-Doers!

They are cads and curs, rakes and rogues, scamps and
scoundrels. They are femme fatales, murderous mistresses and
dangerous dames. They are the dark denizens of the musical the-
atre world that both fascinate and repel. Winnipeg Studio Theatre
presents Villains and Vixens – a rousing cabaret evening featuring
an amazing Winnipeg cast that will pay tribute to all the deli-
ciously evil characters in contemporary musicals. Villains and
Vixens is a fundraiser to highlight a remarkable milestone – a
decade of theatre excellence from Winnipeg Studio Theatre. It’s
taking place November 9 at the Club Room in the Fort Garry
Hotel. From the evil meat-pie maker Mrs. Lovett in Sweeney Todd,
to the brutal, abusive innkeepers The Thenardieu’s in Les Mis, to
the cruel and sadistic headmistress Miss Hannigan in Annie, audi-
ences will come up-close-and-personal with the most malevolent
characters in musical theatre history while enjoying some of the
best song and dance classics of all time! Performers include Paula
Potosky (Mary Poppins at Rainbow Stage), Debbie Maslowsky,
Aaron Hutton, Brenda Gorlick, Darren Martin, Andrea Macasaet,
Sam Plett and many more of Winnipeg’s finest performers.

Tickets $60.00 (includes $40 tax receipt)
Highlighting songs from: Kinky Boots, Annie, Chicago, Into the

Woods, Phantom of the Opera, Matilda, Wonderland and others.
What’s more, this is an evening to honour one of the most prolif-
ic and best-known Winnipeg director/choreographer’s, BRENDA
GORLICK – Associate Artistic Director at Winnipeg Studio Theatre
with 30 years of dedication to Winnipeg musical theatre and tal-
ent! One night only and tickets are selling fast so get yours early. 

Also coming up in next spring is Broadway’s Tony Award-
Winning Musical, Avenue Q running April 3 – 13, 2014 at the
Tom Hendry Warehouse Theatre. ‘Just Like Your Life, Only
Funnier’. Irreverently witty and outright uproarious, Avenue Q is
the musical story of Princeton, a bright-eyed college graduate who
arrives in New York City looking for love, a job, and his purpose
in life. 

WARNING: FULL PUPPET NUDITY AND OTHER VULGARI-
TIES WILL INDUCE LAUGHTER (14+) Tickets start at $25

Harsh criticism of Israel’s leaders
Fortress Israel
The Inside Story of the Military Elite Who
Run the Country – and Why They Can’t
Make Peace
By Patrick Tyler
Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, New York,
2012, 562 pages
Reviewed by JOSEPH LEVEN

One need not go much further than to
look at the cover of Fortress Israel and to
read the subtitle in order to have a pretty
good idea of what this book is about. If, like
most readers of this review, you generally
support the State of Israel and most of its
policies, you will know that you are not
going to be in for a very comfortable read. Nonetheless it would be my
advice to dive in and to start reading, and not only that, but to persevere
right to the end.

The author, Patrick Tyler, was the Washington Post’s Middle East Bureau
Chief for several years and was a senior correspondent with the New
York Times, including a stint in Baghdad, so he certainly has the qualifi-
cations to write this book. But to say that Fortress Israel was written in
an even-handed manner worthy of such a senior journalist, would be
quite the stretch of the imagination.

Tyler’s contention is that the military set foreign policy for the Israeli
government, whether through the various branches of the military and
the secret services, or through the ex-military and ex-secret service lead-
ers who make up much of the senior rank of Israeli government leaders.
This, Tyler calls Sabra militarism. And because this is the case, Israel
almost always prefers to deal with its enemies through the use of force,
and does not give diplomacy and negotiation a fair chance. This is the
message of Fortress Israel and it is repeated and quite bluntly spelled out
for more than 500 pages.

Of all the prime ministers that have governed Israel, Tyler’s clear
favourite is Moshe Sharett. Sharett was prime minister from 1953-1955,
preceded by David Ben-Gurion and followed by Ben-Gurion again.
What Tyler appears to like best about Sharett is his use of diplomacy to
forestall war with Egypt, a war which eventually did come in 1956 under
Ben-Gurion. He quotes from Sharett’s biography:

‘Without notice, we have removed all psychological and moral brakes
preventing this burning urge to hurt...and permitted a paratrooper’s
brigade to embrace revenge and turn it into a moral pursuit.”

And again:
“Now we must accept the existing borders and concentrate on reduc-

ing the tension in our relations with our neighbours in order to prepare
the grounds for peace.”

Tyler contends that Sharett was systematically undermined by the
hardliners and that the hardliners have been in power ever since with the
exception of Yitzhak Rabin’s second term in office which ended with his
assassination. Throughout the book he keeps coming back to what
Sharett might have done in crucial situations during the next 55 years.

If Sharett was Tyler’s favourite prime minister, it’s not surprising that
Ariel Sharon was his least. He clearly reviles Sharon, describing Sharon’s
career in the strongest negative language. He variously calls him a “brash
and battle-hungry soldier”, an “egotistical officer”, an “insubordinate
liar”, a “no-nonsense brute” and a man with “a callous disregard for
Arab suffering”. Tyler tells us one story after another of Sharon using force
to crush various Arab enemies, sometimes going beyond his orders,
sometimes not stopping when he should have, and always seemingly
disregarding more peaceful alternatives. To him Sharon represents the
very embodiment of Sabra militarism.

Having pointed out the always-present bias of Fortress Israel , I must
explain why I enjoyed reading the book nevertheless.

First, as befits a man of Patrick Tyler’s credentials, Tyler writes very well.
The book flows easily from page to page and chapter to chapter and cer-
tainly has no trouble holding the reader’s attention. The author paints
very colourful pictures of all the main participants in Israel’s governments
and leaves us feeling that we have had an inside look at most of the big
events in the country’s history.

Second, there is a lot of substance to the book. Tyler has done a lot of
research and quotes from a lot of other sources. Furthermore, he has
done his own primary research. He has interviewed many senior Israeli
figures and quotes freely from them. These include Aharon Ze’evi
Farkash, who was head of Military Intelligence; Menechem Froman, a
founder of Gush Emunim; Efraim Halevy, onetime head of the Mossad;
and former Prime Minister Ehud Barak. We can learn a lot from reading
this book.

Sure Tyler has an axe to grind, but if you choose to ignore some of the
bias, Fortress Israel is a very good history of the main events in Israel’s
foreign policy from the time of statehood to almost the present day.

(Fortress Israel is available at the Winnipeg Public Library.)



Boys town Jerusalem teachers awarded top prize for excellence
Boys Town Jerusalem’s teachers

have been cited by the Israeli
Ministry of Education for their
exemplary performance in “promot-
ing educational, ideological and
scholastic excellence” among their
students. Boys Town ranked in the
very highest percentile among the
top 207 schools in the nation select-
ed for commendation by the
Ministry. In a new program spear-
headed by the Ministry of Education
and the Israel Teachers Union to
reward outstanding high school fac-
ulties, Boys Town’s teachers and
their fellow winning colleagues will
be awarded cash grants for their
exceptional achievements. 

“This citation was not simply to
acknowledge the steady, impressive improvement in our students’
scores on national exams,” Principal Yossi Cohen stressed. “It signifies
the broad success of our teachers’ diligent, painstaking efforts on
behalf of our students. This award is an unequivocal tribute to our
teachers’ unified work to imbue students with the highest ethical val-
ues and academic skills.”

With the sweet triumph of the national award, Yossi Cohen was
reminded of the Boys Town he met 15 years ago when he joined the
faculty. “The challenge was nearly overwhelming. The teachers were
frustrated and exhausted by the demands of so many disadvantaged
students. At the time, the percentage of our students who passed their
bagrut national matriculation exams was extremely low. Yet over time,
primarily during the past four years, our teachers have generated a
fierce spirit of cooperation to enrich the mind and character of every
boy in the school. The Boys Town average for those who passed last
year’s bagrut reached 78% - and I expect this year’s results to be even
higher.”

The Ministry of Education team of judges also attached significance
to the students’ integrity, as expressed in their “honesty policy” in
national matriculation and achievement exams. “Where integrity is
concerned, Boys Town’s students have always been champions,” said
Yossi Cohen. “Our Jewish studies curriculum-and the personal exam-
ples our teachers set- instill the timeless Jewish values that carry over
into all aspects of life.”

Cohen pointed out that Ministry of Education officials have repeat-
edly told him how greatly they admire the achievements of Boys Town
students and teachers. “They realize that unlike highly selective
schools, our mission is to accept students who have suffered the
effects of their difficult backgrounds. We give these boys our utmost to
build their confidence, knowledge and moral fiber. When they excel,
we are inspired to work all the harder.”

In their citation to Boys Town Jerusalem’s award-winning teachers,
the Ministry of Education noted, “We place great importance upon the
recognition and appreciation of educators, in the firm belief that a
good teacher can enact changes and influence and contribute to the
formation of the future generation.”
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Boys Town Jerusalem is one of Israel's premier institutions for educating the country's next generation
of leaders in the fields of technology, commerce, education, the military and public service. Since its
founding in 1948, BTJ has pursued its mission of turning 6,500 young boys from limited backgrounds
into young men with limitless futures.

Wednesday, September 25th, 2013
5:00pm

204.885.7272    

Where Caring is Our Number One Concern™              

www.allseniorscare.com

Turkey Dinner & Pie Auction
$15.00 per person.  

Limited Tickets Available
Call by September 20th  
to reserve your ticket.

All proceeds will 
be donated to:

Charity Pie Auction 
 Fundraising Event

You are cordially invited to Shaftesbury Park Retirement Residence’s

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

    

             

 

  

 

English co-worker once from a very
working-class background, and he
once told me how his mother always
used to save the “drippins” for his
father, because animal protein in any

form was at a premium. He was talking about the drippings from fry-
ing bacon…but of course, my readers wouldn’t know anything
about that. 

It’s funny that in the old country, we also had a culture of poverty,
and there was a food item which arguably took the role of bacon for
us: it was called grieven, and I don’t know what that word means,
but it is sometimes translated as cracklings, and it was a special treat
for the children when a goose was slaughtered…I think it was some-
thing about the way the skin got fried up in its own fat. So the
English had their drippins, and we had our cracklings. But I
digress…

I want to tell you about the third kind of ending…the one we use
in Yiddish for words like drippings. It only shows up in a handful of
words, but it’s very expressive: echts, and it lends a distinctly unsa-
vory flavor to the word it attaches to. For example, the shell of a
seed is a schâll; to remove the shell is schâllen; but if you have a big
pile of sunflower seeds that you’ve been spitting in bowl (or on the
floor), it’s called schâllechts – shellings, if you like.

Another one: saliva. To spit is speien, as in speien in die kasha
(pissing in the soup, as we might say). But “saliva” in Yiddish
is…yes, speiechts!..literally, “spittings”. Grease is
schmierechts…you can see where that comes from. And there’s one
I never figured out the story on, except that it’s a substance, pre-
sumably sticky and smelly, used in the process of bootmaking:
dzhegechts. Maybe it’s a Slavic word. My favorite is ân-tuechts –
from ân-tuen sich, to get dressed; and you use it to describe an
embarrassing or inappropriate get-up that you find yourself forced to
wear. Those are all the examples I can think of now.

Where does this suffix come from? You don’t see it in
German…well, not normally. I sometimes visit a German Language
discussion group online, and I posted the question: does the form
exist in German? I got an interesting answer from one Takkat, a reg-
ular contributor, who offered the seldom-used term
kehricht…meaning “sweepings”, from kehren, “to sweep”. It was
the only example of this form in German that anyone could come
up with, and it definitely jibes with the Yiddish pattern in terms of
unsavoriness (except it’s missing the final s).

I wonder if any of our readers can think of any more echts words? 

Marty Green
Continued from page 11.



Avi Gesser: The FBI’s “most wanted man”
The FBI have a want-

ed man and he is from
Winnipeg - a Jew from
the south end no less.
However, he is not
wanted for crimes
committed, but for his
actions in pursuing the
perpetrators of crime

on a large scale. This warrior( for in truth that is
what he is), is the son of Hymie and Esther
Gesser - one Avi Gesser.

Why is Avi Gesser wanted so badly by the
FBI? Simply put, Avi was just selected as one of
a small group of people to receive the FBI
Director’s Award For Excellence in the area of
Outstanding Criminal Investigation related to
what was described as their unprecedented
work on the Deepwater Horizon matter, which
is better known as the BP oil spill. 

To put this award in context, this year, three
large multi-nationals: BP, Transocean and
Haliburton all pled guilty to criminal conduct
connected to this major oil spill. In the largest criminal resolution in
US history, BP pled guilty to eleven counts of manslaughter, one count

of obstruction and
e n v i r o n m e n t a l
crimes. The fines
and penalties were
four billion dollars.
In addition, Trans-
ocean pled guilty to
violations of The
Clean Water Act and
Haliburton accepted
responsibility for
destroying docu-
ments. Both of these
corporations paid
substantial fines and
penalties. 

On top of all of
that the task force
responsible for these
prosecutions, of
which Gesser was
Deputy Director,
caused charges to be
laid against four BP
senior employees
with various crimes
i n c l u d i n g
m a n s l a u g h t e r ,
obstruction of con-
gress and destroying
documents. These
cases are yet to be

disposed of, but the trials are coming
up. 

That Gesser has reached these lofty heights is no surprise to anyone
who knows his story. Avi completed Grade 10 at Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, then graduated from the University of Winnipeg
Collegiate. After obtaining a BSc and LLB from the University of
Manitoba, Gesser was off to Cambridge University for an LLM. In
1996, Gesser joined the law firm of Thompson Dorfman. A year later
he was with the Manitoba Law Commission and, in 1998, he headed
to New York for another LLM at New York University. He then clerked
for Justice Leo Glasser before joining the prestigious law firm of Davis
Polk and Wardwell, where he became a partner in 2007. In 2010, Avi
joined the US Justice Department’s Criminal Division where he served
as the Chief of Staff for the Fraud Section and as Deputy Director of
the Deepwater Horizon Task Force. In a short period of time, Gesser
literally shot up the ranks like a meteor shooting through the skies. 

Gesser’s wife, Brook, is a senior advisor to the United States Senator
from New York, Kirsten Gillibrand, and they have two lovely little girls,
Sadie (7) and Mae (5). Avi still retains a deep connection to his
Manitoba roots, even attending Jets games when the team plays in
Washington, although he is the only one in the arena wearing a Jets
jersey. To this day, his closest friends remain the boyhood chums he
grew up with in Winnipeg - even if they are now scattered throughout
the US and Canada. Avi says because the Jewish community of
Winnipeg is small, it is likely you will cross paths with the same peo-
ple over and over again, so you learn to treat others with respect. He
credits the community of Winnipeg for providing him with essential
qualities like honesty, kindness and humility, a sense of humour and
not taking himself too seriously- qualities that have aided him in his
career. Most of all, Winnipeg taught him the importance of being a
“mensch”. 

Recently Avi learned he would receive yet more recognition for his
work on the BP spill. The Justice Department announced that Gesser
has been selected as this year’s recipient of the Attorney General’s
Exceptional Service Award, the highest award given by the

Department (which has around 120,000
employees). 

With all of this, it is not hard to see why Avi
Gesser is the FBI’s “most wanted man”. 
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AVI GESSER receiving the handshake of the Attorney
General of the US ERIC HOLDER up receipt of the
“FBI Director’s Award For Excellence in the area of
Outstanding Criminal Investigation”.

AVI GESSER with  award
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Happy

1040 Waverley Street / 989-7277
Showroom hours:
Monday, Friday & Saturday     9 am - 5 pm
Tuesday & Wednesday              9 am - 6 pm
Thursday                                    9 am - 8 pm

SUKKOT

Happy Sukkot to the
 Jewish Community

from

1400 McPhillips Street.   Winnipeg, MB R2V 4G6
Ph: 697-1400 • Fax: 697-2878

Toll Free 1-800-465-1400
www.jimgauthierchev.com

By

GERRY POSNER



Old world upholsterer retires after 65 years in business
By MYRON LOVE

Over 65 years in business, upholsterer Ted
Muller’s list of satisfied customers is a who’s
who of the leading families in the city both in
the Jewish and larger community. Among
those who have called on him for his services
are the Richardson Family – the city’s first
family of business and philanthropy, retired
Senator Sharon Carstairs, former Lieutenant
Governor Pearl McGonigal, the Aspers, the
Spivaks and many more – many of whom,
Muller says, became lifelong friends. 

And many of those long-time customers
and friends dropped in to Muller’s Art
Upholstering one final time on Tuesday,
August 27, to say goodbye to Muller and his
wife and partner, Marie.

It is not that Muller, who is 87, wanted to
retire. But a mild heart attack at the end of
July convinced him that the time had come.

Ted Muller has been doing upholstering
since he was 12 years old. “Today, they
would call it child labour,” he says. “Back
then, it was called an apprenticeship.”

Muller’s father was a harness maker and
upholsterer in their native Transylvania. “I
had an uncle in the business, too,” he says.
“He trained me in the art of fabric.”

Muller came to Winnipeg in 1948 after los-
ing his parents in the Holocaust. “I arrived
late one evening and, by the next morning I
had a job at GIII (a bedding company operat-
ed by the Globerman Family),” he recalls.
“Skilled upholsterers were in great demand.”

After a few months, he went into business
for himself under the Art Upholstering and
Draperies banner. His first workshop was his
garage at home. For the first year, he recalls,
he often built furniture right in customers’ liv-
ing rooms.” 

A year after coming to Winnipeg, Muller
met his wife, Marie, a Holocaust survivor
from Paris. They met at Pritchard Pool.
Although they spoke different languages,
upholstery brought them together. Her father
had also been an upholsterer.

They were married in 1950.
“We have had our ups and downs (includ-

ing a fire three years ago that destroyed their
previous building),” Marie recalls. “It was a
struggle, particularly in the early years.”

Over time, Muller developed a sterling rep-
utation for his work. His corporate clients
included Eaton’s and the Bay, the Centennial
Concert Hall (for which he did the drapes)
and numerous hotels and theatres. Among
those clients, he notes, was Leon Asper, Izzy’s
father, who hired the fabric wizard to repair
the drapes in the two Asper-owned movie

theatres in Winnipeg.
Muller could do anything and everything

with fabric and wood, but his specialty was
restoring antique furniture. In that category,
he has done much work for Parks Canada.

Attention to detail was everything, he notes,
so the process would take hours. He says that
a typical foam-cushioned dining-room chair
in a typical house would take him a half-hour
to recover. Back then, with home furniture
often imported from Europe, a chair stuffed
with horsehair and specific stitching on the
fabric would take him two days to refurbish. 

“Plus you had to take pictures of it as you
were taking it apart, so that when you put it
back together, there were no shortcuts,” he
said. “You couldn’t get away with shortcuts.

“Not too many people are trained to do real
upholstery any more,” he says.

For a number of years, he would make
chairs for Mrs. Steele (Senator Mira Spivak’s
mother) to raffle off as a Na’amat fundraiser.

Their daughter, Laya Kneller, organized the
retirement party for them and she and her
daughter, Sky, have been helping tie up the
loose ends. 

Ted Muller says that in retirement, he would
like to go to Israel one more time to see fam-
ily there.

The Mullers also have a son, Marvin, in
Winnipeg and other grandchildren in
Winnipeg and Toronto.
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TED and MARIE MULLER in front of Art
Upholstering sign.
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MARIE MULLER with daughter LAYA
KNELLER.

Katsav leaves for first prison furlough

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Former Israeli
President Moshe Katsav, who is serving a
seven-year jail sentence for rape and sexual
assault, was granted his first prison furlough. 

Katsav left the Maasiyahu Prison in Ramle
on Monday for his 24-hour leave, which he
will spend under house arrest with his fami-
ly. He reportedly also will be allowed to
attend synagogue. 

The former president entered prison in
December 2011. A year-and-a-half ago he
left prison for eight hours to attend his son’s
wedding. 

Katsav passed a mental health center eval-
uation in prison and attended a workshop
on sexual crimes in order to be eligible for
the furlough. 

Ariel Sharon has successful 
abdominal surgery

JERUSALEM (JTA) –
Former Israeli Prime
Minister Ariel Sharon had
successful surgery to insert
a feeding tube. 

The Sept. 3 surgery was
planned, according to the
Chaim Sheba Medical
Center in Tel Hashomer in
Tel Aviv. 

Sharon, 84, has been in
state classified as “minimal consciousness”
since 2006, when he suffered a severe stroke. 

Tests conducted in January at the Soroka
University Medical Center showed that
Sharon has significant brain activity, despite
being presumed to be in a vegetative state. 

ARIEL
SHARON



A family of fighters: Those that fight together; stay together
The more avid readers of “The Sporting

Touch” may recall a column I wrote in late July:
“Mixed martial arts; mixed reviews, but oh those
Jewish boxers!” More of a boxing fan, myself,
than a UFC zealot, I opined that “Tracking down
even one or two Jewish combatants is almost as
difficult as finding Big Foot (Sasquatch) sipping
sodas on a stool at your neighbourhood pharma-
cy” 

My bait worked. No, I didn’t locate Sasquatch,
but on August 13th I did celebrate a message from a well-known ex-
Winnipegger by making myself an ice-cream float. 

My contact was Sandra Rabinovitch, a 1971 Grant Park High School
grad, who also attended J.B. Mitchell and the University of Manitoba
where she completed a BA in Honours English. In 1975 she moved to
Toronto to work on her MA in English at the University of Toronto. 

Being a regular listener of CBC Radio, I recognized her name immedi-
ately. Sandra began a career in Toronto in book publishing and broad-
casting and is still producing interviews for both “Writers & Company”
and “Wachtel on the Arts.” 

Sandra is married to Uri Sagman, an Israeli-born physician and entre-
preneur in the field of biotechnology, and together they have three sons,
all Toronto born - no shrinking violets either - who are very much into the
variety of combat sports that most parents might readily discourage. 

“I thought you might like to know about my son, the rising MMA (mixed
martial arts) star,” she wrote. Gabe Sagman, 21, is the eldest of three boys
who are all serious competitors in Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu. He recently won a
championship match in amateur MMA in Montreal. 

“Gabe and his brother Reuben, 20, both earned black belts in karate
before switching to BJJ six years ago. In that time, both of them, along with
their brother Nathaniel, 18, have won medals at numerous competitions
here in Canada and in the U.S. 

“On more than one occasion, they have each won gold at the highly
prestigious International Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu Federation tournaments held
yearly in Long Beach, California. Gabe, in particular, has been named a
fighter to watch.” Sandra added.

Is Gabe, who is in fourth year Social Sciences at the University of
Toronto, merely interested in his combat sport as just a time-to-time activ-

ity or diversion?
According to mom,
“He is extremely ded-
icated to his sport and
dreams of becoming
a competitive fighter.”

I inquired of Sandra
as to whether hus-
band Uri Sagman,
whom she met in
Toronto, was much of
a factor in terms of
the boys’ athletic
bent. “He is athletic,”
she explained. “He is
right at home on the
soccer field or on
cross-country skis,
but he has never tried
any martial arts him-
self and he hasn’t had
any special influence
on Gabe in his area.
Gabe has pursued
this sport all on his
own. 

“We thought karate
was a fine activity; we
were a little less sure
about BJJ; although in
fact the potential for
injury is very slight
and I have to admit
that, as far as  getting
his face smashed in
the ring, Gabe assures
us that it’s the other
guy who would be
likely to get his face
smashed. I guess
we’re happy, for now,
that he has a passion -
one that keeps him

healthy, fit and motivated.”
Son Gabe, by the way, is

5’ 6’’ and normally weighs
in at 138-140 lbs. Sandra
also noted that he actually
cut his weight to 125 to
compete as a ‘flyweight’ in
the Victory MMA event.
“We don’t approve of that,
either; it’s just as well we
didn’t know about it till
after.” 

By the way, if you’d like
to see the young man in
action in a Montreal bout,
Mrs. Rabinovitch sent me a
pair of addresses on the
internet. Gabe is the com-
batant wearing the blue
boxing gloves. 

Blue? It seems rather
appropriate to me. The
only thing missing might
be the Star of David on his
trunks. He can flat out
fight. He has lightning-fast
fists and delivers his
punches in bunches. The
bout is “Gabe Sagman vs.
Matthew Davis” It took
place on May 18th in Theater Plaza in Montreal. Enjoy.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mVUMjFBUVHs
http://fightworld.tv/index.php/component/zoo/item/victory-mma-9-

new-blood

POST PATTER: 
With Baltimore still desperately fighting for a playoff spot -at the very

least a wild card position - two Jewish Orioles were prominent in a 4-0
win over the Chicago White Sox on September 6th. Taking the mound,
Scott Feldman, 30, recently acquired from the Cubs, went all the way; a
relatively rare feat these days, and hurled a five hitter. It was his 127th start
in a nine-year major league career. Scott pitched his first-ever shutout and
only his second complete game. The 6’7” Feldman spent most of his
career with the Texas Rangers. In the runs department, Danny Valencia, a
third sacker and sometime DH acquired from the Red Sox in the off-sea-
son, belted his seventh homer, a two-run blast to account for half of the
scoring. Danny, 28, was formerly in the Twins organization. The 28-year-
old, in a part-time role (only 98 at bats) is now hitting .330 including the
seven taters plus 12 doubles. Could be auditioning to be a full-timer in
2014. 

If you’re still watching Blue Jays’ games, now that they are no longer in
the race for a playoff spot, you may not be aware that outfielder, Kevin
Pillar, 24, is a Jewish outfielder who was drafted by Toronto in the 32nd
round in 2011. Pillar was brought up to the Jays from AAA Buffalo about
a month ago where he was hitting .299. Kevin couldn’t be ignored since
the Californian has ascended the minor league ladder rapidly with four
stops in two years where he has recorded averages of .313 at AA New
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The fight poster.

GABE SAGMAN (left).
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HARVEY ROSEN

Continued on page 17. See “Harvey Rosen”.



Hampshire, .322, and .323 at A-Class
Lansing and Dunedin, and .347 in the
Rookie League at Bluefield. Thus far in
only 62 at bats in the majors, he is

having difficulty at the plate with an average of only .161 - not in left-
field though where he shines. 

Last week the Free Press’s Bartley Kives, a superb reporter, made it
known that our new football stadium’s press box is being revamped.
Describing it as sub-standard would be an understatement. When I first
laid eyes on it, I thought I was on Candid Camera. What is most diffi-
cult to comprehend is how during the lengthy construction itself no
one, neither the contractors nor Winnipeg club watchdogs, spotted the
prominent eyesore. Was there not sufficient time during the building
phase to halt its erection immediately, if not sooner? If somebody
ordered a pastrami or corned beef sandwich in a restaurant and mis-
takenly received it on white bread instead of rye and buttered on both
sides wouldn’t the diner turn it back pronto? 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and cov-
ers football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca
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We are seniors
Chapter no. 47

One item that might be of interest to
seniors is the CHIP Home Income Plan,
which is advertised daily on TV. Is it a
good plan for seniors? Perhaps - if you
fully understand the advantages or disad-
vantages. Basically, for those seniors that
have most of their assets tied up in their
home, this plan allows you to access cash
by taking out a mortgage on your home.

You do not have to repay this loan during your lifetime. However,
the balance of the loan that your estate will have to pay will have
compounded at a rate of 5.99 percent.

Consider that a loan of $100,000.00 dollars that you might receive
will end up with your estate owing $200,000 in 12.02 years! If you
divide the interest rate into 72 (i.e. 72/5.99) you will see how much
your estate will end up owing.

Check it out with your financial advisor. You may want to consid-
er a conventional mortgage or a bank loan (secured by your home).
If you are planning to leave your home to members of your family
this bears serious consideration. The rule of 72 also relates to
Registered Retirement Savings Accounts as well as Tax Free Savings
Accounts. The basic difference is RRSP’s are tax deductible (within
certain limits) and are taxable on withdrawal, whereas TFSA’s have
limiting annual amounts that can be invested, but are tax free on
withdrawal.

Something else of concern to seniors is being scammed. The elder-
ly are very vulnerable to scam artists, both male and female. Some
have been robbed of their life savings! Seniors who live alone are an
easy mark for hustlers. When a stranger calls you over the phone,
claiming to be a bank examiner, take down their phone number,
and offer to call back. Then check with your bank to verify.

The same is true of people who offer an amazing guaranteed
investment over the phone. Get them to send it to you in writing,
then check it out with your financial advisor! Some of this may have
appeared in earlier columns, but it is important enough to bear rep-
etition!

Today, you may see a lot of advertising  in the paper for something
called “Guaranteed Acceptance Life Insurance”. No medical exam
is required! This may be attractive to seniors who only have minor
health problems, but the only way to check the premium and
amount you are being offered is to check with your life insurance
advisor. You may be amazed at the difference in premiums! 

Along a lighter line: Be careful what you wish for!
“A man is walking down the beach, and comes across an old bot-

tle. He picks it up pops the cork and out pops a genie!”
The genie says, “Thank you for freeing me from the bottle. In

return I will grant you three wishes.” 
The man says “Great. First I want one billion dollars in a Swiss

bank account.”
Poof, there is a flash and a piece of paper with account numbers

appears in his hand! 
He continues, “Next, I want a brand new Ferrari, right here.”
Poof, there is a flash of light and a brand-new Ferrari, appears right

next to him.
He continues, “Finally, I want to be irresistible to women.”
Poof, there is a flash of light and he turns into a box of chocolates.

Harvey Rosen
Continued from page 16.

It is the beginning of September and the High Holy Days, marking the New Year,
5774, are already come and gone. Once again, we enjoyed inspirational services
led by Rabbi Karen Soria, beautiful liturgy from Cantor Len Udow, Musical Director
Janet Goetze, and our choir. 

5774 promises to be a busy and challenging year. If you have not heard, our
Rabbi Karen was diagnosed with cancer a few months ago. Thankfully she received
a favourable diagnosis after the surgery, but she will be undergoing treatment for
the rest of this year. She led our High Holiday services with the assistance of lay
leaders during certain portions of the services. 

One of the many strengths of our shul is the community spirit and support of its
members and, throughout the year, we may call on new leaders to lead a service.
This has become a moving and spiritual experience for many lay leaders. For those
who have not led a service, there is a template to follow for the readings and the
lay leader has the option to provide a dvar, recite a personal experience or recite a
reading that has special significance to them.

A challenge that will continue to be addressed this year relates to our infrastruc-
ture. Temple Shalom is like all other synagogues and houses of religion throughout
Winnipeg built over 40 years ago – it needs constant repair and renovation. In the
sanctuary, the wall under the windows has been repaired, insulated and dry-walled.
We thank our handy custodian, Steven Goetze who undertook this huge project. 

Our building will be undergoing major capital improvements as well. For years
we have been plagued with problems on the roof and the HVAC system. It was time
to address these problems before they became cost-prohibitive. The roof and HVAC
repairs will begin shortly after the end of the holidays. The result will be a building
“with good bones”, with a much more reliable and energy efficient system. As I
have mentioned in past messages, we have taken out a new mortgage (a few
months after we paid off our last mortgage) in order to pay for this capital project.
We are counting on the generosity of our members during the High Holy Day sea-
son to help us. Please respond generously to Anita Moeller's speech on Yom Kippur,
and help us to sustain our wonderful congregation at Temple Shalom.

Challenges are part of life and we look forward to the New Year 5774 with opti-
mism. We have a dynamic and courageous spiritual leader, supported by our
hamish congregation. On behalf of my family and the Board of Directors of Temple
Shalom, L'Shana Tovah tikatevu v'taihatemu, may you be inscribed and sealed for
a good year.

-Miral Gabor
Friday, September 20 6:15 pm Pot Luck Dinner, Parve/Dairy
Friday, September 20 7:30 pm Sukkot Family Service lay led by Judith 

Huebner with Cantor Len Udow
Saturday, September 21 12 pm Yoga Shalom
Friday, September 27 7:30 pm Special Simchat Torah Service lay led by Sherry

Wolfe-Elazar with Cantor Len Udow and 
special guests from Israel and the Gray Academy

Saturday, September 28 12 pm Yoga Shalom
Friday, October 4 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Seema Schachter
Saturday, October 5 10 am Bar Mitzvah of Gaby Zabaleguie-Saitman
Monday, October 7 Read Hebrew Class begins
Friday, October 11 7:30 pm Shabbat Service lay led by Justin Danyluk
Saturday, October 12 12 pm Yoga Shalom 

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

Temple Shalom president’s Message 

By

HARRY WARREN
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http:www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

delandes ad #2

MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 18

Unveiling

The family of the late

JONAH

EPHRAIM

NEPON
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 29, 2013
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late

DOREEN

MADICK
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September 29, 2013
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

Unveiling

The family of the late

HEATHER

LAUREN

LEVINE
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September 29, 2013
at 11:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Gate 3

The family of the late

ROSE MINDELL
wishes to inform their relatives and friends

of the unveiling of a headstone
dedicated to her loving memory on

Sunday, October 6, 2013
at 10:00 a.m.

at the Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

In loving memory of

Mrs. TOBY

(Teibel) BINDER
who passed away
October 12, 1968
20 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed in the hearts
of her daughter-in-law,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

ELEANOR

CHOCHINOV
who passed away
October 17, 2003
21 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BELLE DAITER
who passed away
October 5, 2004
20 days Tishrei

— Sadly remembered and
always loved by her  daughters,
brother and their families.

9th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
18th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)

GREENFIELD
who passed away
October 13, 1995

19 days in Tishrei, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Libby,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
26th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TABL GUNER
who passed away
October 9, 1987

16 days in Tishrei
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FLORENCE

GUNN
who passed away
October 9, 1998

19 days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children,
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In loving memory of

BEN LUNGEN
who passed away
October 5, 2009

17 days in Tishrei
— Deeply missed and lovingly
remembered by his children,
grandchildren, family and
friends.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

ANNE GARDNER (nee Dubovsky)
It is with deep sorrow that we announce the passing

of our mother, Anne Gardner, on Friday, August 2,
2013, ten days short of her 95th birthday. She will be
dearly missed by her children, Arnold (Angela) Gardner,
Freya (Lewis) Wasel, Rhoda (Sid) Greenstone and
Lyle (Rhonda) Gardner; her sister Gaye Segal, brother
Hy (Donna) Dubo and sisters-in-law and brother-in-
law, Molly and Eric Swirsky, Edith Gardner and Gladys
Dubo. She will also be dearly missed by her many
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

She was predeceased by her parents, Molly and
Nathan Dubovsky, her beloved husband, Alvin, and
wonderful son, Norman; sisters Devorah (infant), Faye
(Max) Klapman, Sue (Jack) Lomow, and her brothers,
Jack and Harry Dubo.

Anne was born in Oakburn, Manitoba on August 12,
1918 but moved to Winnipeg before she began grade
school. She began her working career as a sewing
machine operator at Freed and Freed. There she met
Alvin who was a tailor. In 1940 Anne and Alvin were
married and they enjoyed 54 years together. After
many years at home raising her children Anne returned
to the work force as a teacher’s aide for Winnipeg
School Division. She enjoyed working with children
and the children loved her because she treated them
with respect and kindness. In the summers Anne and
Alvin enjoyed their charming family cottage at Winni-
peg Beach and in the winters they did extensive travel-
ling. Anne kvelled when she spent time with her
grandchildren and great grandchildren in Winnipeg,
Edmonton and Calgary.

If any one thing stands out to us about our mother it
would be her amazing ability to make all those around
her feel comfortable and valued. She was a kind and
generous person and brought out the best in everyone
with whom she came in contact. For the past dozen
years she brightened up the environment at the Simkin
Centre with her sweet, cheery, and friendly disposi-
tion. Her ‘joie de vivre’ was admired by all who knew
her.

The family would like to thank Cantor Tracy Kasner
Greaves for her wonderful eulogy. Special thanks to
Rabbi Neal Rose for his memory of Anne at the Simkin
Centre and the kind words he brought from the caring
staff of the Simkin Centre. Anne’s grandson, Norman
Wasel, spoke eloquently recalling some of the family’s
fond and amusing memories of his Baba Anne.

Graveside services were held on Aug 4th at the B’nai
Abraham Cemetery. Pallbearers were Lewis Wasel,
Norman Wasel, David Gardner, Hy Dubo, David Segal
and Neil Swirsky.

In memory of Anne donations may be made to the
Simkin Centre.
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MEMORIAMS

WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 25

In loving memory of

GERTRUDE

CHAM
who passed away

October 17th, 1981
19th Day of Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her children,
grandchildren, great-
grandchildren and family.

In Memoriam

32nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
25th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM FLEISHER
who passed away

September 28, 1988
17 Days in Tishrei, 5749

— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his children
Miriam and Wil, daughter in
law Doreen, and grand-
children Zach, Ben, Gideon
and Raisa.

In Memoriam
8th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest

mother and grandmother

EVA (CHAVA)

MLYNARSKI
who passed away
October 22, 2005
19 Days in Tishrei

Though absent, you are always
near.
We light a candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SLUVA

POLLOCK
who passed away
October 7, 1982

20 Days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and
always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SYLVIA

POLLOCK
who passed away
October 1, 1993

16 Days in Tishrei
— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

ALEX POSNER
who passed away
October 8, 1968

16 Days in Tishrei
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

RONNIE SEGAL
who passed away
October 17, 2008
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by her children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY YARMAN
who passed away

September 21, 1994
16 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving nieces,
nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great-great
nieces and nephews.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his son, daughter-
in-law and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SARAH

DUDECK
who passed away
October 14, 2009

27 days in Tishrei, 5770
—Always remembered, loved
and missed by her children,
grandchildren great-
grandchildren, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HYMIE KATZ
who passed away
October 15, 1998
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your son
Murray, daughter-in-law
Cheryl and granddaughter
Farah.

In loving memory of

MORRIS

(MOISHE)

LEVINE
who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Allan and Marcia.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EVA

MICFLIKIER
who passed away
October 17, 1998
27 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAYMOND

MINKIN
who passed away

September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley and son Shane.

29th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM

SEGAL
who passed away
October 18, 1984
22 Days in Tishrei

Already twenty-nine years have
passed since you left us. Our
sorrow will forever be as great
as the day you were taken from
us and your memory shall never
be forgotten in the hearts of
your daughter, Edna, son-in-
law Hy, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE

(ABELLS)

STRONGER
who passed away

September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Marcy, Michael and Zoa and
Lyle and the rest of her family.
May your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DR. BRIAN

BROOKER
who passed away
October 5, 2012

19 days in Tishrei
Lovingly remembered, always
loved, never forgotten.
— With love your beloved
family and friends.
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Synagogue newsIn Memoriam

In loving memory of

SHEILA

SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE

SILVERBERG
who passed away
October 21, 2011
23 days in Tishrei

 Always remembered and
forever missed.
— Your loving wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HYMIE (CHAIM)

TELCHEN
who passed away
October 30, 1986
28 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered, loved
and missed by his nieces and
nephews, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CYRIL

ZELICKSON
who passed away
October 11, 2004
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

YOCHEVED

(JEANETTE)

PERLOV
who passed away
October 11, 2002
24 Days in Tishrei

Sadly missed
Forever in our hearts
— Her children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAY RUDELIER
who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

LARRY HURTIG
who passed away
October 6, 2010

28 days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and lovingly
remembered by his wife,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In loving memory of

ANNA

MOSCOVITCH
who passed away
October 19, 2006
28 Days in Tishrei

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOSEPH M.

BENDER
who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 Days in Tishrei
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, Sept 20 Candle Lighting:7:12. Mincha:7:10. chacharis:9:30. Mincha:7:10. Shabbat

ends:8:07
Sunday Morning service: 9:00
Wednesday, Sept 25 Hoshana Raba
Erev Shemini Azeret (Yizkor) Candles:7:01. Mincha:7:00. Schacharit:9:30. Yom Tov ends at

7:00 
Thursday, Sept 26 Candle lighting for erev simchat Torah:7:52. Hakafot:7:20. Schacharit:9:30 
Friday, Sept 27, Candle lighting:6:57. Mincha:7:00. chacharis:9:30. Mincha:7:00. Shabbat

ends:7:52
Mincha/maariv service for sept 29-Oct 3: 6:45.
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan Friday, October 4, Saturday, October 5.
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kad-
dish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Sept. 20 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 7:12

p.m. Sukkot Day 2.
Saturday, Sept. 21 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 8:07

p.m. 
Sunday, Sept. 22 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Sukkot Car Rally.
Monday, Sept. 23-Tuesday, Sept. 24 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 25 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m. Candle lighting 7:01
p.m. Erev Shemini Atzeret. Thursday, Sept. 26 - Shemini Atzeret - Yizkor 9:00 a.m. - Candle light-
ing 7:52 p.m. Simchat Torah Celebration.

Friday, Sept. 27 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 6:57
p.m. Simchat Torah.

Saturday, Sept. 28 - Bereishit - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m.
Shabbat ends 7:52 p.m.

Sunday, Sept. 29 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 30 -Thursday, Oct. 3 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; phone 204-452-3711; www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca
Wednesday, September 18 – Erev Sukkot. Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Service 6:00

PM; Candle Lighting 7:19 PM
Thursday, September 19 – Sukkot Day 1. Morning Service 7:30 AM; Evening Service 6:00 PM
Friday, September 20 – Sukkot Day 2. Morning Service 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan Kabbalat

Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Candle Lighting 7:15 PM
Shabbat, September 21 – Sukkot Day 3 Chol HaMoed. Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening

Minyan 6:00 PM; Havdallah 8:12 PM
Wednesday, September 25 – Hoshanah Rabbah. Morning Minyan 7:30 AM; Evening Service

6:00 PM; Candle Lighting 7:04 PM
Thursday, September 26 – Shemini Atzeret (Yizkor at 9:00 AM) / Erev Simchat Torah. Morning

Service 7:30 AM (Yizkor will be recited at 9:00 AM); Evening Service 6:00 PM; Simchat Torah
Service & Hakafot 6:30 PM

Friday, September 27 – Simchat Torah. Morning Service & Hakafot 7:30 AM; Evening Minyan
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 PM; Prairie Ruach-Style Kabbalat Shabbat Service 8:00 PM;
Candle Lighting 6:59 PM

Shabbat, September 28 – Parashat Bereshit. Morning Service 9:00 AM; Evening Minyan 6:00
PM; Havdallah 7:57 PM

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 AM; Sunday and Canadian Holidays 9:00 AM
Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 PM; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service

5:30 PM
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office.

HERZLIA - ADAS YESHURUN CONGREGATION 
A heimishe Modern Orthodox Shul where everyone is welcome! Join Rabbi Ellis and our

vibrant community in River Heights at 620 Brock Street (at the corner of Fleet Avenue).
Yom Tov Sukkot Sept. 18 – 20
First Day Sukkot Wed – Thur, Sep 18 - 19 - Minchaah & Maariv 7:00 pm, Candle Lighting 7:17

pm, Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah 7:15 pm.
Second Day Sukkot Thur – Fri, Sep 19 – 20 - Maariv 7:35 pm, Candle Lighting (after) 8:13 pm,

Shacharit 9:30 am, Minchah 7:00 pm.
Shabbat Chol HaMoed Sukkot sept. 20 – 21
Minchah & Kabbat Shabbat 7:00 pm, Candle Lighting 7:13 pm, Shacharit 9:00 am, Minchah

& Seudat Shlishit 7:00 pm, Maariv & Havdalah 8:08 pm
Chol HaMoed Sukkot Sept 22 – 24. Shacharit (Sunday) 9:00 am, Shacharit (Monday & Tuesday)

6:45 am
Hoshanah Rabbah Sept. 25. Shacharit (Wednesday) 6:30 am. 
Shemini Atzeret Sept. 25 – 26. Wednesday, Sept 25 - Minchah & Maariv 7:00 pm, Candle

Lighting 7:02 pm. Thursday, Sept. 26 - Shacharit 9:00 am, Yizkor (approx) 11:00 am, Minchah
5:45 pm. 

Simchat Torah Sept. 26 – 27. Thursday Sept. 26 - Minchah & Maariv 5:45 pm, Earlisr Candle
Lighting 6:03 pm, Simchat Torah dinner 6:30 pm, Hakafot 7:30 pm

Friday Sept. 27 - Shacharit 9:30 am, Kiddush 10:30 am, Hakafot 11:00 am, Shabbat Candle
Lighting 6:57 pm, Minchah & Kabbalat Shabbat 7:00 pm.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297 Burrows,

corner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom

Tov at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street.
Candle Lighting Time for Wednesday, September 18, Erev Sukkot at 7:17 p.m. Mincha/Maariv

at 7:15 p.m.
Thursday, September 19, 1st day of Sukkot: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha at 7:15 p.m. Candle

lighting after 8:08 p.m.

Friday, September 20, 2nd day of Sukkot: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Candle Lighting Time at 7:12 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at
7:10 p.m.

Saturday Morning Service (1st day Chol Hamoed) at 9:15 a.m. Mincha service at 7:10 p.m. Shabbat ends at 8:07 p.m.
Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday, September 25, Erev Shemini Atzeret: Candle Lighting at 7:01 p.m. Mincha/Maariv services at 7:00 p.m.
Thursday, September 26, Shemini Atzeret: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. YIZKOR prior to Musaf Service. Mincha/Maariv services at 7:00

p.m. HAKAFOT following. Light Candles after 7:52 p.m.
Friday, September 27, Simchat Torah: Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Hakafot. Candle Lighting Time at 6:57 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat

Shabbat at at 6:55 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - BEREISHEET. Mevarchim Hachodesh. Mincha Service at 6:55 p.m.

Shabbat ends at 7:52 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan - Friday, Oct. 4/ Saturday, Oct.5.
Daily Mincha/Maaariv services at 6:40 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox Services are conducted and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: Friday, September 20 - 6:15pm -

Pot Luck Dinner, Parve/Dairy
Friday, September 20 - 7:30pm - Sukkot Family Service lay led by Judith Huebner with Cantor Len Udow.
Saturday, September 21 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom.
Friday, September 27 - 7:30pm - Special Simchat Torah Service lay led by Sherry Wolfe-Elazar with Cantor Len Udow and spe-

cial guests from Israel and the Gray Academy.
Saturday, September 28 - 12pm - Yoga Shalom.

SYNAGOGUE SERVICE TIMES



The final set of holiday recipes
Like the old song,

“Those were the days
my friend, I’d
thought they’d never
end, we’d sing and
dance forever and a
day”, well that day
for many of us Jews
is Simchat Torah lit-

erally translated to mean, Rejoicing with the
Torah. 

It is on that day where we sing and dance to
commemorate the conclusion of the annual
cycle of Torah readings and the beginning of
a new cycle, starting with Bereshit, (Genesis).
This holiday marks the end of a month of cel-
ebration, and introspection, where family and
friends get together both in the shul and in
the home. 

Traditionally, the foods that we eat at this
time of year are ones that have stuffing, to
represent a year of fullness, and my mother,
like so many other mothers made stuffed cab-
bage, but here are some new twists on the
stuffing motif which I hope that you and your
family will enjoy.

* * *
STUFFED PEPPERS WITH GROUND BEEF

AND RICE
1 1/2 lbs lean ground beef
6-7 bell peppers, green or red, or your choice
1 tbsp olive oil
1 tbsp pareve margarine
1/2 cup onion, chopped
1/2 cup celery, chopped
1 can diced tomatoes
1 cup tomato sauce
1 garlic clove, crushed
1 tsp dried oregano
1/2 tsp dried basil
1 tsp salt divided
1/2 tsp pepper divided
2 tbsp sugar
1 egg lightly beaten
1 1/2 tsp pareve Worcestershire sauce
1 1/2 cups cooked
rice

Preheat oven to
350 degrees F. Cut
tops off peppers.
Remove seeds and
membranes. In a
large pot, place pep-
pers and cover with
water. Bring to a boil
and simmer for 5
minutes. Drain and
set aside.

In a large skillet,
heat oil and mar-
garine over medium
heat. Saute onion
and celery until ten-
der. 

Add tomatoes,
tomato sauce, garlic,
oregano, basil, 1/2
tsp salt, 1/4 tsp pep-
per, and sugar.
Simmer for 10-15
minutes.

In a large bowl,
combine egg, 1/2 tsp.
salt, 1/4 tsp pepper,
and Worcestershire
sauce. Add raw
ground beef, cooked
rice and 1 cup of the
tomato mixture. Stuff

peppers with meat mixture and put into an
ovenproof baking dish. Pour remaining sauce
over peppers.

Cook for 65 minutes.

* * *
SALMON STUFFED BAKED POTATOES

4 large baked potatoes
1 can salmon, drained and deboned
1/4 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup cottage cheese 
3/4 cup grated cheddar cheese
Salt and pepper to taste
1/2 cup grated cheddar cheese.
Paprika to taste.

Makes 4 Servings.

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F.
In a bowl, combine salmon, mayonnaise,

cottage cheese, 3/4 cup cheddar cheese, salt
and pepper. Mix well.

Scoop out the inside of baked potatoes and
fill with salmon mixture. Top with 1/2 cup
grated cheddar cheese and sprinkle with
paprika. 

Cook for approximately 10 minutes.

* * *
BRAISED CHICKEN WITH ARTICHOKES

AND OLIVES
8 organic boneless, skinless, trimmed chick-
en thighs about 1 1/2 pounds
Sea salt
Freshly ground black pepper
3 tbsp extra virgin olive oil
1 yellow onion, diced
3 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
1 tsp turmeric
1/2 tsp ground cumin
1/2 tsp ground coriander
Generous pinch red pepper flakes
1 cinnamon stick or 1/4 tsp ground cinnamon
1 bay leaf
2 cups organic chicken broth
2 tsp grated lemon zest

3 tbsp freshly squeezed lemon juice
1 cup canned chickpeas, rinsed and mixed
with a spritz of lemon juice, and a pinch of
salt
8 thawed frozen or jarred artichoke hearts,
rinsed
1/2 cup pitted green olives, such as picholine
or manzanilla
2 tbsp chopped fresh mint

Pat the chicken dry and season with salt and
pepper.

Heat the olive oil in a Dutch oven or heavy
soup pot over medium-high heat. Add the
chicken, working in batches if necessary, and
cook until well browned on each side,
approximately 3 minutes per side. Transfer to
a plate.

Decrease the heat to medium. Add the
onion, and a pinch of salt, and sauté until soft
and slightly golden, approximately 5 min-
utes. 

Add the garlic and sauté for 1 minute. Add
the turmeric, cumin, coriander, red pepper
flakes, cinnamon still, and bay leaf. 

Cook stirring constantly, until fragrant,
about 1 minute.

Pour in 1/4 cup of the broth to deglaze the
pot, stirring to loosen any bits stuck to the
bottom. Stir in a pinch of salt and cook until
the liquid is reduced by half. Stir in the
remaining broth, the lemon zest, and 2 table-
spoons of the lemon juice. Decrease the heat
to medium-low, cover, and simmer for 15
minutes.

Add the chicken, chickpeas, artichoke
hearts, and olives. 

Stir gently to combine. Increase the heat to
medium-high and simmer uncovered, stirring
occasionally until the chicken is heated
through, about 5 minutes. 

Stir in the remaining tablespoon of lemon
juice. Add lemon juice and salt to taste.
Garnish with the mint.

Serves 4.
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Recipes

By

FRANCINE TELLER



At the end of
summer, with a
new school year on
the horizon, a last
hurrah before class-
es start is something
of a tradition
among students.
One such last hur-
rah was the school year kickoff party “I’m on a boat” on Saturday Sept.
7th,, held aboard the M.S. Paddlewheel Queen hosted by the  Hillel. 

“It was a great kickoff event,” said Hillel member David Rosenbaum.
“This is promising to be a great school year, with excellent support for
Hillel.” This is the second year that Hillel has held a launch event for
the beginning of the school year with a boat theme. 

While still considered a success by both the organizers those who
attended, “I’m on a boat” saw a significant decrease in the number of
people who attended the event when compared to Hillel’s previous
kickoff event. The kickoff event for the 2012/2013-year drew almost
double the number of people, and this did not go unnoticed by
Rosenbaum. Rosenbaum said that there was less advertisement for the
event than he would have liked, but still spoke positively about the
party. “I wish we could have advertised a little more, but it was still a
good event. We still got a lot of people together.”

Event organizer Josh Winestock was similarly upbeat about the suc-
cess of this year’s boat party: “The event really was successful. It was
a great opportunity for Jewish students to meet each other and have a
good time before school really starts to pick up.”

Winestock and Rosenbaum both said that the main goal of “I’m on
a boat”, aside from having a party, was to maintain relationships with-
in the Jewish student community, and to provide an opportunity for
Jewish students to meet. “These kinds of parties are great, and they are
important.” 

Said Ruel Neuman, an attendee at the party: “I’m meeting people,
and seeing people I haven’t seen since elementary school. Events like
this are a perfect way to keep in touch.” By the end of the night, Ruel
had exchanged contact info with five friends he hadn’t made contact
with in years. 

At the end of the party, dances had been danced, drinks had been
drunk, and the “I’m flying, Jack” stunt from Titanic had been imitated.
As everyone left, they had left with one more summer memory to look
back on during the coming school year. 

PJ Library event Sept. 15
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Hillel holds “I’m on a boat” party September 7
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L-R: DAPHNE SUPER, IGAL RAIHMAN, EITAN LEITAN.

Students attending the “I’m on a boat” event! From L-R:
BEN WALDMAN, DREW MCGILLAWEE, IAN BARUCH,
GILAD BINNUN.

By

ELAN LEVINE

On Sun., Sept. 15, PJ Library held its first event
of the (Jewish) New Year, a  Sukkot and Fall at
Maze in Corn, with beautiful weather as a bonus
- a nice way to gear up for fall and Sukkot.

Participants had the opportunity to explore A
Maze in Corn (including everything from a pet-
ting zoo to the corn maze, and for a nominal
added fee, a hay ride or horse/pony ride), fol-
lowed by a program involving a scavenger hunt,
draw, snacks, book reading, singing, and more.



The beginning of
the Torah is so rich
with ideas that many
books have been
written on the
themes of Creation,
the first man and
woman, the first sin,
and the first murder.
This parsha rein-

forces the fundamentals of human nature: our
innate drive to sin. Our inward battle between
the Good Inclination and the Bad Inclination
is perpetual. There is a constant tug of war
with our want to do what feels right and what
is objectively right.

We are not born good. We all had to be
taught to share, and to follow moral standards.
With that in mind, God outlined good and
bad in the Torah so we would have a moral
and ethical reference, knowing we would
have a tendency to rationalize our bad actions
if left to our own decisions. (Come on, it’s just
an apple! What’s the big deal if I take a bite?!)

Our struggles with good and bad take place
when our consciences convince us that there
is benefit to doing “bad”. We can convince
ourselves that bad is good or not as bad as it
really is.

If we take a hard look at some of our mis-
steps and blunders in life, we will find one
common component in most of these actions:
we always have support for what we do. This
support helps us overcome objectives or guilt
by supplying an unending list of rationaliza-
tions to free us to pursue our agenda. The
source of this support is the yetzer hara (the
evil inclination) – remaining a challenge for us
to overcome.

An important component of God’s moral
guidelines is the struggle to do better and
improve ourselves, as we fight against our
baser nature, procrastination, and laziness.

Cain and Abel offered sacrifices to God –
Abel offered up the best of what he found,
Cain offered up his leftovers, and God was
pleased with Abel. Cain was irritated and
envious over his brother’s success, feeling
ashamed that his own offering to God was
rejected. God didn’t scold him, but told him
that corrections could be made for the future;
that it is possible, with more effort, to raise
himself up, rather than waste time brooding

over his failure.
How important it is for us to remember that

self-reflection and sensible doses of guilt can
motivate us to higher ideals and accomplish-
ment. Even though we have made mistakes,
we mustn’t feel defeated or angered. We must
strive for improvement and learn from our
errors.

Neither should we
wait to make a mis-
take to learn from it.
Many people say to
themselves, “I’ll do it
my way, and if it
doesn’t work out, I’ll
cope and I’ll just fix
it.” It is almost nar-
cissistic, in that some
would prefer to run
amok the wheel of
life, without trying to
learn from others.

It is beneficial to
have a close friend, a
mate, to help push
us in the right direc-
tion – a “helper to
oppose” us.

Adam was
required to meet,
and name, every liv-
ing being. In Hebrew
- gender-specific lan-
guage -each animal’s
name has a male
and female version.

This exercise was for Adam to come to the
realization that he too required a help mate,
just as every animal has.

Dave is a freelance journalist whose work
has appeared in more than forty major publi-
cations worldwide.

Dave wrote Sefer Bracha Tikvah (2010), a
book of Bible commentaries; and co-authored
Legacies: Alive and Kicking (2009), profiles of
great Canadians. He was also a co-contributor
to a German textbook about Canada (2012)
along with author Margaret Atwood. 

More about Dave can be found at
DaveGordonWrites.com or
LandMarkReport.com where he podcasts.  
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By

DAVE GORDON

Bereishiet - We are “Abel” To Improve

Polio virus discovered in Jerusalem
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The polio virus was discovered for the first

time in Jerusalem.
The virus, which was discovered several months ago in southern

Israel and spread to the central and northern parts of the nation, was
found in Jerusalem's wastewater treatment plant, Israel's Health
Ministry said Monday.

In a campaign launched six weeks ago, some 720,000 children
aged 9 and under have been vaccinated with a weakened form of
the live virus – slightly more than half of those being targeted for the
extra vaccination. The children already had been inoculated against
polio in their regular childhood vaccinations.

According to the ministry, the Jerusalem district has one of the
lowest vaccination rates in the current campaign, Haaretz reported.

“The finding suggests that the virus has not yet been overcome and
highlights the immediate need for completing the vaccination cam-
paign against polio,” the ministry said in a statement, according to
Haaretz.

The purpose of the extra vaccine is to pass the weakened virus to
adults with whom the children come into contact who may not pre-
viously have been vaccinated to allow their bodies to build up a
resistance to the virus.

It is believed the virus was brought to Israel from Egypt; polio was
discovered in sewage in Egypt in December. The same virus also is
prevalent in Pakistan.

Israel experienced its last case of polio in 1988.
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Harry Truman and the recognition of Israel
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B’nai Brith Canada, Midwest Region and the Jewish Heritage Centre
of Western Canada celebrate U.S. President Harry Truman’s recogni-
tion of Israel with an exhibit to be launched on September 30 at 7:00

p.m. in the Adult Lounge. The exhibit and program is centred around
the donation by Leonard Stone of a letter he received from Harry
Truman. Leonard was active in B’nai Brith in the 1960s and had per-
sonal contact with the President before leaving Winnipeg to pursue
his distinguished career as an orchestra administrator.

Truman, America’s 33rd President, recognized Israel as an indepen-
dent state at eleven minutes after midnight on May 15, 1948
(Jerusalem time) making the US the first country in the world to rec-
ognize Israel. Truman’s decision was not easy to make. The U.S. State
Department strongly opposed recognition because officials feared
alienating the Arab countries, especially Saudi Arabia, whose oil was
needed for European recovery and for Allied armies if the Cold war
turned hot over Berlin. State Department officials also feared the esca-
lation of the civil war that had already broken out between Arabs and
Jews in Palestine, knowing that the U.S. had no troops available to
pacify the region Truman’s World War I buddy and lifelong friend,
Eddie Jacobson, helped bolster Truman’s resolve.

Truman’s pro-Israel stance stemmed from his personal beliefs.
Childhood attendance at a Southern Baptist Sunday School in
Missouri and a lifelong passion for reading ancient history made
Truman very familiar with the Holy Land and convinced him that Jews
had a right to return there. Most important, Truman always supported
the underdog – and Jews, as he saw it, deserved support after cen-
turies of persecution. The revelations of mass murder that emerged
from behind the Nazi curtain horrified him, and he joined with others
to demand an end to Nazi atrocities. At the end of the war, Truman
was deeply concerned for the numerous Jewish displaced persons lin-
gering in camps in Europe. As President, he quickly asked Britain to
allow 100,000 Jewish refugees to enter Palestine. 

Most historians agree that Truman’s personal values led him to rec-
ognize Israeli independence, but his decision was also politically pop-
ular. Despite lingering antisemitism at home, more than half of all
American state legislatures and congressmen had gone on record as
supporting Israeli independence along with many Church leaders.
Both the Democratic and Republican Parties had supported Israeli
independence in their 1944 election platforms, and Truman’s
Republican rival in the upcoming 1948 presidential elections,
Governor Thomas Dewey of New York, was a prominent supporter.
Recognizing Israel did not win Truman the presidency in 1948, but
failing to recognize it might well have cost him the election. 


