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Congregation Shir Tikvah celebrates acquisition
of two Holocaust-era Torah scrolls

By BERNIE BELLAN
It’s not often that a

Jewish congregation in
Winnipeg is able to
commemorate some-
thing as momentous as
the acquisition of a new
Torah scroll. If memory
serves correct, the last
time any congregation
here was able to mark
such an occasion was in
May 2012, when
Temple Shalom cele-
brated the completion of
the “Penn Torah scroll”,
which was the crowning
achievement of scribe
Irma Penn shortly
before her passing that
same year.

Now, a congregation
about whom we don’t
hear very much is also

The Rady Jewish Community
Centre is excited to announce con-
struction will soon be underway on
its plans to convert 1710 Grosvenor
Avenue into a not-for-profit public
daycare with 48 child spaces for the
community.

“We are thrilled and delighted.
There is a demand in the area for
close to 800 day care spaces, and we
are taking steps to bridge that gap
with this project,” said Gayle
Waxman, Rady JCC’s Executive
Director.

The Rady JCC currently operates
its Kaufman Child Care Centre with
over 100 children, but a significant
wait list presents challenges and the organiza-
tion has made it a priority to help provide
more space for families. 

A fundraising campaign is underway to sup-
port this project. Families or individuals look-
ing to participate may do so by contacting the
Rady JCC directly.

“Nothing is more important to our commu-
nity than our children, and this project con-
firms that,” said Elliott Garfinkel, Rady JCC
President. “This is such an important need,
and based on the past generosity of our com-
munity, we hope families will step forward to
support this as they’ve always done.”

If you’d like to get on the wait list, those
seeking child care can register online at the
Manitoba On-Line Child Care Registry here:
www.manitoba.ca/onlinechildcareregistry

Currently celebrating its 18th year at its cur-
rent location inside the Asper Jewish
Community Campus, the Rady JCC is a reg-
istered charity open to all. The Rady JCC pro-
vides scholarships, camperships and commu-
nity service programs for those in the com-
munity who need them most regardless of
financial situation, ability, age or cultural
background. Visit radyjcc.com or call 204-
477-7510 for more information.

Rady JCC breaks ground on new day care facility 

(l-r): Zach Ostrove of the JNF Winnipeg office;
Karla Berbrayer, President, JNF Manitoba-
Saskatchewan Region; Julie Nielsen of the JNF
Winnipeg office; and special guest Irit Stopper,
Deputy Consul General for Israel in Canada.

On a cold Sunday morning, August 23rd, organiz-
ers of the third JNF “Breakfast for Israel” were pleas-
antly surprised by the very large number of
Winnipeggers who turned up for a brunch served by
Camp Massad counsellors. (More pictures on page 3.)

Continued on page 15.
See “Shir Tikvah”.

This Torah was originally
used in a Polish synagogue. It
survived the Holocaust and
was taken to Israel.

This Torah, originally from a
Romanian synagogue, also
survived the Holocaust and
was also taken to Israel.

Artist’s rendering of the former firehall at 1710
Grosvenor Avenue - soon to be home to a new 48-
space day care to be operated by the Rady JCC

JNF holds third Breakfast for Israel



(JTA) – Does the Iran deal have the votes or
not?

Though President Barack Obama is vacation-
ing on Martha’s Vineyard and Congress is in
recess through Labor Day, there’s plenty of
action on the agreement as lawmakers debate
whether to vote with their colleagues, con-
stituents, aides or consciences – or some combi-
nation therein.

The deal’s chances in Congress
With Obama having vowed to veto any disapproval of the deal, both

houses of Congress would have to muster veto-proof majorities – 290 in
the House, 67 in the Senate – to kill the deal. If the Republicans vote as a
bloc against the deal, as seems likely, its opponents would need 44
Democrats in the House and 13 in the
Senate to reach the two-thirds majority nec-
essary to override the veto.

That’s unlikely to happen in the Senate,
which is why few analysts are even bother-
ing to count votes in the House. (If the
Senate cannot override Obama’s veto, it
doesn’t matter what happens in the House.)

Only two Senate Democrats have come
out against the deal: Sens. Robert
Menendez of New Jersey and Charles
Schumer of New York. Meanwhile, 26 Democrats and the two independent
senators who caucus with the Democrats have come out for the agreement
reached last month between six world powers and Iran. That leaves only 14
more Democratic votes up for grabs. Unless 11 of those senators break with
the president to vote against the deal, the agreement trading sanctions relief
for Iran for restrictions on its nuclear program will become law. (To put it
another way, the deal’s supporters need just four more yes votes in the
Senate to uphold the deal.)

A continuously updated tally by the Washington Post counts four already
leaning in support of the deal and 11 unknown or undecided. Those tilting
toward support are Richard Blumenthal of Connecticut; Thomas Carper of
Delaware; Jeff Merkley of Oregon; and Joe Manchin III of West Virginia.

According to the math, the deal looks likely to be upheld. For the record,
fewer than 10 percent of all presidential vetoes throughout history have
been overridden by votes in Congress.

The Jews are lobbying
Despite the high likelihood of the deal proceeding – or perhaps because

of it – Jewish groups have maintained an intense lobbying push against and
for the deal. Citizens for a Nuclear Free Iran, which is backed by the
American Israel Public Affairs Committee, is spending down a $30 million
war chest to run ads against the agreement. AIPAC has distributed a script
to followers to provide guidance on what they should say when they ring
their Congress member.

“I am calling/writing to urge you to oppose the flawed Iran deal, which
does not end Iran’s pathways to a nuclear weapon,” says the script direct-
ed at undecided members of Congress. “Please stand up for the security of
the United States and our allies and demand a better deal.”

A rabbinic petition (though it’s not clear all the signatories are rabbis)
against the deal garnered more than 900 signatures as of Tuesday, while last

week 340 rabbis sent a letter to Congress sup-
porting the deal (prompting the right-wing
Zionist Organization of America to release an
“analysis” of the pro-deal rabbis that found the
overwhelming majority supportive of “activi-
ties that are hostile towards Israel.”)

In a column in the Jewish Journal of Los
Angeles titled “Imagine the following headline:
340 plumbers urge Congress to disapprove Iran
nuclear deal,” Israeli analyst Shmuel Rosner

“Rabbis have no advantage over plumbers
when it comes to understanding and assessing the agreement with Iran,”
Rosner wrote. “They have no better professional qualifications and no
more relevant experience.”

Jewish groups weigh in
While most nonpartisan Jewish groups that have weighed in are oppos-

ing the deal, there have been a couple of notable exceptions. Last week, the
Reform movement announced that it would not take a position.

“At this time, there is no unity of opinion among the Reform Movement
leadership – lay and rabbinic alike – just as there is not unity among our
membership as to the JCPOA itself,” the Union for Reform Judaism said in
a statement Aug. 19, using the acronym for the Iran deal, the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action. “Thus, there is simply no clarity that would
support taking a position ‘for’ or ‘against’ the JCPOA itself.”

Meanwhile, a group made up primarily of former lay or professional
leaders of Jewish organizations took out a full-page ad in The New York
Times on Aug. 20 in support of the deal. In what is perhaps a sign of the
rightward shift of Jewish organizations (or their big donors) in recent
decades, among the pro-deal ad’s signatories were three former leaders of
major Jewish groups whose current leaders oppose the deal: Thomas Dine,
AIPAC’s executive director from 1980 to 1993; Seymour Reich, chairman
of the Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations
from 1989 to 1990; and Robert Rifkind, president of the American Jewish
Committee from 1994 to 1998.

The deadline for the vote in Congress on the Iran deal is Sept. 17, just two
days after Rosh Hashanah.
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Iran deal will pass (or so says the math)
By

URIEL HEILMAN

in the Sept. 16 issuein the Sept. 16 issue

2015 5776

SEND NEW YEAR GREETINGS
TO YOUR FRIENDS AND RELATIVES

THROUGH THE PAGES OF

2 greeting sizes:

Call 204-694-3332
to place your greeting

Greeting #1
- $27.00

(includes G.S.T.)

Greeting #2 - $32.00
(includes G.S.T.)

Tom and Sherry Aarons,
Jeremy and Rebecca,
wish all their friends

& relatives a
Healthy and

Happy New Year

123 Elm St.

Tom and Sherry Aarons,
Jeremy and Rebecca,

wish all their friends & relatives a
Healthy and Happy New year

123 Elm St.

“Rabbis have no advantage over
plumbers when it comes to under-

standing and assessing the agreement
with Iran,” Rosner wrote. “They have
no better professional qualifications
and no more relevant experience.”



More pictures from
the JNF Breakfast at
the Lake, August
3rd, at Camp
Massad

In the picture above
it’s fairly clear to see
how cold it was in
the camp’s “Chadar
Ochel” (dining
room), but attendees
braved through it.

At right, Camp
Massad’s exuberant “Abba”, Danial Sprintz with Marilyn Ingram, the
camp’s cook for the past 27 years.

Herzlia-Ada Yeshurun invites 
proposals for mehitzah panels

We recently
received a request
from the Herzlia-
Adas Yeshurun
Congregation to
help publicize an
interesting competi-
tion it is holding to
develop a new
“ m e h i t z a h ” .
Following is the let-
ter we received:

1. The Project
H e r z l i a - A d a s

Yeshurun Synagogue
(H-AY) invites
artists to submit
designs for mehitzah
panels for its sanctu-
ary.

Established as a school/shule in 1955, H-AY is  is currently undergoing
renovations.

A mehitzah is a partial wall that separates men’s and women’s seating
areas in orthodox synagogue sanctuaries. Replacing the outdated
mehitzah is part of the overall renovation. These panels, whose purpose
is to enhance spiritual uplift and the Jewish prayer experience, will con-
stitute a major feature of H-AY and will be enjoyed for generations by
members, guests, visitors and program participants.

• There will be eight panels, each set into an existing base.
• The panels must permit sound and air to flow through.
• The size of each panel will be 81 cm. high x 211 cm. long (2’-8” H x

3’-9 3/4” L)
The lower 20 cm. ( 8”) x 211 cm. must be solid or semi-solid visually.
The upper 61 cm. (2’-0”) x 112 cm. should be visually open.

2. Selection Committee
The committee consists of five people: the President and Vice-President

of the Board of Directors and three members of the congregation.
3. Submissions

Submissions must be received by Hanukkah, December 15, 2015.
Please submit as a PDF to HAYmehitzah@gmail.com Please include
your concept for this work with details regarding media and construction
suggestions along with a short statement introducing yourself. Artists
may send as many submissions as they desire, each in a separate PDF.
There is no restriction on who can consider themselves artists.
4. The Winner

A winner will be chosen by Shavuot, June 10, 2016, and will receive
C$750.

• If more than one artist’s design is chosen, the artists will share the
purse.

• Only the winner(s) will be notified.
• There is no guarantee that any of the submissions will be chosen.
• There is no guarantee that a winning design will be used.
• H-AY reserves the right to adapt the winning design. H-AY will

undertake construction of the mehitzah panels unless otherwise negotiat-
ed with the winning artist. The winning artist retains copyright. H-AY
retains the right to use the design for promotion such as, but not limited
to, programming and fund-raising.

For more information, e-mail HAYmehitzah@gmail.com
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Community news

The Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue at Fleet and Brock. (Note
the new window in the synagogue wall at left, just one of the many
new features the building, which is still undergoing renovation,
already has.)

The sanctuary area, which still has the old
“mehitzah” or wall, separating men from
women, and which is to be replaced by some-
thign new, for which the synagogue members
are looking for ideas.



The Winnipeg Jewish community is changing
rapidly – that’s something we’ve been writing
about quite a bit the past few years. Not only has
the population declined over the past ten years -
something that was being denied by the Jewish
Federation for quite some time until its own
demographer confirmed that to be the case last
year (when he admitted that the size of
Winnipeg’s Jewish population was much less

than what the Federation had been claiming), but the influx of many new
immigrants from Israel who don’t identify with the traditional Winnipeg
community, along with changes in attitudes among younger Winnipeg Jews
to notions of what it means to be Jewish, have led to an erosion of some of
the pillars that were previously thought to be supporting this community.

Now, that’s not all that different from what’s been happening almost
everywhere else in the Jewish world. Synagogue attendance is down every-
where, enrolment in Jewish schools is dropping, and support for Israel –
while still very strong among older Jews, is much less so among younger
Jews.

That’s why it’s been so fascinating to observe moves by the Shaarey
Zedek Congregation especially to attempt to reshape that synagogue’s
image. In our last issue we reported on the new Saturday morning service
– a much shorter and far more informal service than the traditional one.
While, by all reports, the new service has met with general enthusiasm
among those who have been in attendance, the fact that it came about part-
ly as a result of there being far fewer bar mitzvahs there is also indicative
of another trend that has come about in Winnipeg: holding life cycle events,
including bar and bat mitzvahs and wedding at non-synagogue venues.

Perhaps in some ways this newspaper is responsible for that trend as, for
years we have been promoting various Winnipeg venues as good alterna-
tive settings for holding a variety of celebrations. In fact, the proposed
merger between the Etz Chayim and Shaarey Zedek congregations was
prompted in large part by what was perceived to be the need to create a
magnificent new social hall that could compete with all those other facili-
ties that had been attracting traditional Jewish life cycle events.

Recently we were informed that yet another change in the attitudes of the
powers-that-be at the Shaarey Zedek  had occurred when we were told that
a bar mitzvah havdallah service was to have taken place at the Gates on
Roblin this past Saturday, with Rabbi Green and Cantor Maas of the
Shaarey Zedek officiating. I suppose this lends credence to the motto: “If
you can’t beat ‘em, join ‘em.”

Then too, we also have the added phenomenon of “alternative” high hol-
iday services being of increasing popularity among Winnipeggers. On our
front page we have a story about the Shir Tikvah congregation – now cel-
ebrating its 13th year of getting together for Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur. In more recent times we have seen the advent of an alternative
Rosh Hashanah service at Camp Massad – something that has proven to be

of great popularity
among younger Jews.
As well, this year we
welcome back Rabbi
Neal and Carol Rose to
the city to conduct their
also very popular high
holiday services at the
Etz Chayim.

Together what all
these various services
have in common is a
desire to try something
different from the
mainstream. But, while
synagogue attendance
does rise during the
high holiday period, as
Myron Love has been
reporting for years, the
total number of
Winnipeg Jews who
actually attend a high
holiday service is still
well less than half the
population.

As for enrolment at
the Gray Academy –
we reported several
issues back that the
enrolment projection
there is for somewhere
around 500 this year.
While that is not signif-

icantly lower than last year’s figure of 510, the hit that the Gray Academy
took in student numbers for the 2014-15 school year is not likely ever to be
made up: a drop in enrolment from 590 to 510. I have a fascination with
demographics and I’ve reported before that the age cohort of Jewish chil-
dren age 0-13 is much lower than it used to be, so the potential pool of
Jewish students (in all schools) is, in and of itself, much lower than it was,
say ten years ago. Again though, as we also reported, the situation at Brock
Corydon School is much brighter for the coming year, with over 200 stu-
dents expected to enroll in the Hebrew Bilingual program. While many of
those students have indeed come over from the Gray Academy,  the long
term outlook for the number of students who will be receiving some sort of
exposure to a Jewish education is that the numbers will be down. Not only
are there fewer children who can be identified as “Jewish” in that pool of
prospective students, there is also the phenomenon of new immigrant fam-
ilies choosing to enroll their children in a secular public education program.
We have heard, for instance, of Jewish immigrant parents sending their
children to Brock Corydon School, but putting them into the English, rather
than the Hebrew track. Apparently they want their children to be in some-
what of a Jewish milieu, but since they already either speak Hebrew or
have parents who speak Hebrew, it was thought unnecessary to have them
in the Hebrew Bilingual program.

The final pillar of Jewish identity that has been increasingly eroded –
support for Israel, especially among younger Jews, has been something that
has been occurring for years. The Pew Research Centre has been tracking
this trend for quite some time now. It has noted that support for Israel
among younger American Jews and among Jews who vote Democrat has
been on the downward slide – for reasons that we have enumerated before
in this paper: Israel’s treatment of the Palestinians; the social fissures
between Orthodox and secular Jews in Israel, with Orthodox groups tram-
pling upon the rights of the non-Orthodox; and more recently, Netanyahu’s
vehement criticism of President Obama’s deal with Iran.

We see the same sort of patterns emerging among Canadian Jews,
although at this point to what extent they will affect the upcoming federal
election is hard to foresee. I note, for instance, the plethora of Joyce
Bateman signs on the lawns of well-established Jews in the Winnipeg
South Centre constituency. No doubt Stephen Harper’s determined and
unflinching support for Benjamin Netanyahu has played – and will play a
role in how Jews vote in the upcoming election, but then again, one of the
unknown factors is how younger voters, especially Jewish younger voters
(if they bother to vote, since non-participation among younger voters is
such a huge factor in any election in Canada these days), will cast their
votes. Based on my own personal canvassing of younger Jewish voters,
other issues, especially the environment, are of much greater concern than
any particular party’s position vis-à-vis Israel. The fact, also, that each of
the three major parties federally has essentially the same position regard-
ing Israel’s right to remain secure indicates that there is very little dis-
agreement among those three parties on the Israel question. (By the way,
according to Maclean’s Magazine, Harper has lectured Netanyahu behind
the scenes on the issue of Israeli settlement expansion, so let’s not kid our-
selves into thinking that Harper gives unconditional support to everything
that Israel does.)

A few further notes to this Short Takes: I’m told that the group Winnipeg
Friends of Israel has succeeded in raising the $27,000 necessary to bring a
seven-member Yazidi refugee family to Winnipeg and that, working with
the Mennonite Central Committee, efforts are now underway to bring that
family here. Also, there is now a move afoot among members of the group
to help bring one more refugee to this city.

With regard to my plans to hold an Israeli products expo here at some
time in the future, I’ve been in touch with many businesses that are inter-
ested in participating in such an endeavour, along with other individuals
who want to be involved in the planning process. One of the problems I’ve
encountered has been in trying to determine whether any stores here sell
Israeli clothing (other than Gotex bathing suits). I’ve spoken with several
Montreal suppliers of Israeli clothing lines, but they’ve been less than help-
ful in supplying me with that sort of information. If you know of any stores
that sell Israeli clothing, please let me know so that we can contact them in
order to see whether they might like to participate in this upcoming expo.

Finally, it has been brought to my attention that there is going to be a very
pricey event here honouring the Asper family, organized in part by the
Toronto-based organization, CIJA. While there is no doubt that the Asper
family is deserving of our gratitude and respect, one has to wonder at the
prices of the tickets for this event: $360 a ticket, with tables starting at
$500.  More than one acquaintance of mine has raised an eyebrow over the
cost of the tickets. No doubt that’s the sort of thing that goes over well
among the Toronto crowd, used as they are to extravagant displays of
ostentation, but here in Winnipeg? Let’s hope this isn’t the start of a trend
meant to draw clear lines between an élite class and others who might also
like to show their support for worthy causes.
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Comment

Israeli caring, technology improves
lives of people worldwide

By MYRON LOVE
Jerusalem and Israel have from time immemorial been a beacon of light

not only for the Jewish people, but also many others. In a world of
increasing darkness – with violence exploding all over the place, anti-
Semitism growing apace, and the Western world seemingly in retreat –
Israel remains a beacon of light once again not only for Jews but for hun-
dreds of millions of people worldwide.

The forces of repression – and their many followers in the free world –
continue to demonize Israel in the Western media and on Western uni-
versity campuses. But the image they paint is not the real Israel.

The real Israel is the one described by the Reverend Cheryl Hauer of
the Christian Zionist organization Bridges for Peace. As Hauer, who is
based in Jerusalem, notes, Israel is often first on the scene with emer-
gency assistance and medical care when disaster strikes anywhere in the
world. From Turkey to Haiti, Kenya to Japan, Israel has brought life-sav-
ing technologies, equipment and personnel to countries overwhelmed by
catastrophe.

She further adds that Israeli field hospitals on the border with Syria
make it possible for Israeli doctors to treat the wounded from the Syrian
civil war, sometimes even transferring them at no cost to other hospitals
throughout Israel for specialty care. During the most recent conflict with
Hamas in the Gaza Strip, a similar field hospital was erected on that bor-
der to care for wounded Palestinians – civilians and military alike.

The real Israel, Hauer continues, is a vibrant democracy with over 30
political parties. It is also the only Middle Eastern nation where Arab
women can vote, where freedom of the Arab press is protected, where the
Christian population is growing rather than shrinking, and where freedom
of religion is absolutely guaranteed.

The real Israel, she adds, is the nation that has planted over 240 million
trees, turning many parts of the country into lush forests covering over
240,000 acres. Israel is one of only two countries in the world that
entered the 21st century with a net gain in its number of trees.

The real Israel is a world leader in sustainable agricultural technology.
As Jerusalem Post writer Michael Ordman pointed out in a May 20 edi-
tion, the theme of Expo 2015, which opened in Milan Italy on May 1st,
was “feeding the planet”. Tens of thousands of people visited the Israel
Pavilion and marveled at its 70-meter wall where crops grow vertically
on minimal irrigation. 

In early May, he noted, 35,000 people, including 200 Gaza farmers
(who were somehow able to get through Israel’s supposedly draconian
blockade) attended Agritech 2015 in Tel Aviv, where Israel’s Netafim
installed the biggest agricultural wall in Israel. Netafim’s drip-irrigation
technology is currently growing crops that feed over 1 billion people.

Also on display at AgriTech, Ordman pointed out, was a new technique
developed by Hebrew University researchers that extends the life of veg-
etables for weeks without refrigeration. 

India, Ordman reported, is working with Israeli companies to import
Israeli grafting technology in order to improve crop yields and pest resis-
tance, while reducing water usage and the indiscriminate use of fertiliz-
ers.

In Tanzania in east Africa, Israeli startup Platfarm is running a pilot
program in Zimbabwe of its platform for farmers in developing countries
to improve their production and delivery to buyers.

Israeli farms don’t just produce crops; they also include fish farms,
such as those built by Israel’s LivinGreen. During the past year,
LivinGreen led an educational project in Ghana, building fish farms from
local materials. LivinGreen also participated in projects in Ethiopia and
China.

Israeli companies are already heavily involved in futuristic agricultural
innovations. Take, for example, Melodea and Valentis, which demon-
strated their technology at Imaginenano 2015 in Bilbau Spain, Europe’s
largest nanotechnology conference. Both are using cellulose nanocrystals
to make a variety of groundbreaking products out of plant-derived waste.
And Israel’s White Innovations are just one year away from launching the
Genie – a 3D printer that “prints” nutritious cooked meals.

The most recent Israeli medical advances that Ordman described in
another newsletter include the ApiFix system, which has now been used
to correct scoliosis (deformed spines) in 50 adolescents since it was
launched in Europe in 2013. Other recent Israeli developments include:
BondVax’s universal flu vaccine, which has just received FDA approval
to proceed with clinical trial; IBM’s Doctome telemedicine platform,
which has turned IBM’s Watson supercomputer into a digital doctor; and
Sleep ASAP, Israel’s Crowdsourcing platform for insomniacs. 

Israel is also a world leader in cybersecurity, solar energy development,
music industry technology, film and movies technology, and artificial
intelligence. You name the field - Israeli researchers are no doubt work-
ing to improve it.

As Cheryl Hauer pointed out, despite being surrounded by enemies and
violence, Israel has been rated as one of the ten happiest countries on
Earth.

Crass reference to Holocaust for partisan purposes

By ALON WEINBERG
These days, it is getting harder and harder to be a politically-conscious pro-

gressive Jewish person in Canada. Increasingly, political parties are targeting
‘the Jewish vote,’ as if such a homogenous block exists, and the transparen-
cy – and tactlessness – with which they are doing so with success is painful
to watch. If this were only an aesthetic discomfort I am feeling, I might not
write about it, but I feel something more cynical and manipulative, and ulti-
mately dangerous, is at play here. It seems to be serving some groups’ inter-
ests to portray Jewish identity and politics in a narrow frame that belies our
rich history of diversity of opinion, dissent, and free thought. These players
are both inside and outside of the Jewish community, establishing a quid-pro-
quo to advance a particular politics, then selling it back to our community-
at-large as THE Jewish politics.

This week I read a fascinating piece in The Guardian looking at a study
done through New York’s Mt. Sinai Hospital with Holocaust survivors and
their children that found epigenetic, or intergenerational impacts of trauma
that were passed on genetically to the children of Holocaust survivors. If the
epigenetic effect of trauma proves to be a correct theory, then I too am affect-
ed, my grandparents having spent nearly five years under the Nazis. If one
extends the theory, one can see that many Ashkenazi Jews, the largest Jewish
group in Canada, would also experience this impact.

As such we are a people bound to experience more fears and anxieties than
others. It is this vulnerability that I sense is being taken advantage of for crass
political gain, primarily by right-wing politicians trying to own the security
narrative, in particular on Israel. What surprises me is how easily we are
allowing ourselves to be manipulated over emotional issues like Israel and
Antisemitism, and to forget other values we Jews have long held, but are see-
ing eroded in Canada today by the same “Israel-loving” government.

If there is one MP who has been the poster-child for tactless, cynical efforts
to manipulate “the Jewish vote” to the right, it is York Centre’s Mark Adler.
A massive banner his campaign hung from a building in North York had a
few point-form bullets about him. The first substantive thing we learn about
Adler next to a maple leaf bullet: “Son of Holocaust survivor.” To seek to
gain from the tragedy of the Shoah for partisan purposes is frankly quite
shameful. 

To go a step further, to suggest that the right-wing currently in power in
either Canada or that in Israel holds a monopoly on the collective suffering
of a people is beyond shameful. To turn Antisemitism or the Shoah into a
political tool is to subsume an event that is beyond the rational understand-
ings of the human mind under a partisan banner, cheapening the memory

Re Shaarey Zedek’s new Shabbat service
Dear Bernie,
Thank you for joining us earlier this month to experience and write

about the new look of our Shabbat service. The 90-minute interactive
service is the latest in a number of steps we have taken to ensure that
one of the oldest and the largest congregations in Western Canada
continues to be engaging and relevant to the changing needs of our
community. Through The Jewish Post & News we would like to
extend an invitation to your readers to come and experience Shabbos
at the Shaarey Zedek.
Sincerely,
Lorne Weiss
Ritual Chair
Congregation Shaarey Zedek

David Weller certainly qualifies 
as a self-hating Jew

To the Editor of the Jewish Post and News
In his letter in the August 19 issue David Weller shows very clearly,

when he refers to the Prime Minister of Israel and his administration
as: “Netanyahu and his cronies” that he  has no regard for Israel.

In his 1896 book The Jewish State, Herzl criticized enemies of his
plan to create the Jewish State, calling them “disguised anti-Semites
of Jewish origin.” The Urban dictionary defines self-hating Jew as “a
derogatory term used against people who speak-out against the actions
or policies of the government of Israel, Zionists or other Jewish con-
trolled organizations.”

Weller cites some very grave outrages perpetrated by a few despica-
ble people. Based on these crimes committed by Jews who are fanat-
ics totally outside mainstream Israeli life, all of whom have been
denounced by the Israel government and all self-respecting Israelis,
Weller urges support for the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions move-
ment. David Weller certainly qualifies as a self-hating Jew
Harris D Gulko

LETTERS

Continued on page 11. See “Alon Weinberg”.



In what may be a first in
the annals of the Order of
Canada, both Dr. Martin
Yaffe and his former wife,
Phyllis Yaffe – both former
Winnipeggers – are both
being presented with the
prestigious honour at the
same time.

What makes this story even
more unusual is that the letters informing them of their
honour got crossed in the mail. Martin Yaffe was in
Amsterdam attending a conference when his present
wife, Robin, opened the envelope addressed to him
and found a letter for Phyllis inside, while Phyllis
received the letter addressed to Martin.

“We are both thrilled,” says Phyllis. 
Dr. Martin and Phyllis Yaffe – who divorced in 1987 - left Winnipeg togeth-

er for Toronto in 1973 in order for Martin to pursue his Ph.D at the University
of Toronto in Medical Biophysics. Yaffe was inspired to pursue Medical
Biophysics by Dr. Harold Johns, himself a member of the Order of Canada -
and the individual who developed Cobalt 60 therapy to treat cancer.

“Dr. Johns came to Winnipeg to give a lecture while I was studying at the
University of Manitoba,” Yaffe recalls. “A few of us guys were asked to
take him out for dinner. We went to The Spaghetti Factory. We had an ani-
mated and interesting discussion. That, combined with his lecture, inspired
me to want to pursue cancer research. Dr. Johns took me on as a student
and proved to be a wonderful mentor.”

Yaffe has specialized in developing methods for earlier detection of
breast cancer. “Early on, I felt that detection of breast cancer could be

improved,” he recalls.
“I had some ideas for
adapting for medical
imaging the new com-
puters and technology
that were being devel-
oped. I refined the
technology and got
support from industry
and now that medical
imaging technology is
being used all over the
world.”

Yaffe was part of the
research team that
published the defini-
tive paper in the field
in 2005 in the New
England Journal of
Medicine. He was one
of the leaders of a 20-
year study – funded
by the American
National Cancer
Institute – of 50,000
women in Toronto and
in centres in the
United States.

“We showed that
digital mammography
was more accurate in
early detection of
breast cancer in
women with dense
breasts,” he reports.
“The technology is
particularly effective
in diagnosing breast
cancer in younger
women – those
between 40 and 50 –
with a lot of fibrous
tissue in their breasts.
The cancer can more
easily remain hidden
in those circum-
stances and able to
evade earlier detec-
tion by self-examina-

tion or earlier methods of detection.”
Yaffe reports that digital mammog-

raphy saves about 1,000 lives a year
through earlier detection of breast
cancer. He is currently working with
3D technology to further refine the
early detection of breast cancer. He
notes that a clinical study will be get-
ting underway shortly and that the
technology may also be able to detect
other difficult-to-detect cancers, such
as prostate and pancreatic cancers
,and guide treatment more accurately.

*****
Phyllis Yaffe – the former Phyllis Freedman - is also being recognized by

the Order of Canada in part for her contributions to medical research – but
as a fundraiser. Her focus for the past ten years has been on multiple scle-
rosis, a disease that her husband, John Feld (also a former Winnipegger), is
struggling with. (His twin brother, Victor, succumbed to the disease sever-
al years ago.)

“Helping to find a cure for multiple sclerosis is a cause that is near and
dear to my heart,” says Phyllis, who is the founding chair of the ten-year-
old Women Against Multiple Sclerosis. “Canada has the highest rate of MS
in the world. And for progressive MS, there is still no treatment available.”

In addition to her efforts on behalf of MS research, Phyllis Yaffe also is
well deserving of her OC based on her extensive work resume. She began
her working career as a librarian in Winnipeg, a profession she continued
to pursue initially at Seneca College in Toronto.

In her adopted home, though, she soon “branched out” and founded the
Canadian Children’s Book Centre for which she served as executive direc-
tor for some years. In 1980, she moved into the publishing industry as the
Executive Director of the Association of Canadian Publishers.

Five years later, her career took another turn when she became Vice-
President of Marketing for the children’s magazines, “Owl” and
“Chickadee”.

The next stage of her career saw her go into broadcasting when, in 1993,
she was approached by Alliance Communications to help the media com-
pany and filmmaker expand. By 1995, she was President of Showcase
Television and she again helped them expand in 1996 with the successful
licensing of History Television. In 1999, she became President and CEO of
Alliance Atlantis Broadcasting and by 2001 she was appointed to the newly
created position of Chief Executive Officer of Alliance Atlantis
Broadcasting. Four years later, she was appointed Chief Executive Officer
of Alliance Atlantis Communications. She was responsible for overseeing
the company’s worldwide operations, including its specialty channels, the
international television distribution business, and the CSI franchise.

She is currently the Chair of the Board of Directors of Cineplex
Entertainment and the Lead Director at Torstar Corporation, as well as a
member of the Board of Directors of Blue Ant Media and Lionsgate
Entertainment.

She also served for ten years as a member of the Board of Governors of
Ryerson University,
has sat on the World
Wildlife Fund Board,
the Board of Trustees
of the Ontario Science
Centre, and on the
United Way of
Greater Toronto.

“I am very proud of
Phyllis and what she
has accomplished,”
says Martin Yaffe. He
notes that the official
presentation will be
some time next year at
Rideau Hall.

In the meantime, the
former Dr. and Mrs.
Yaffe also had some-
thing else to celebrate
in the near future.
Their daughter, Sarah,
is expecting her first
child.

We wish both
Phyllis and Martin
Yaffe mazel tov and
continued success.

Former Winnipeggers Martin, Phyllis Yaffe both inducted
into Order of Canada
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Myron Love

PLAN TO ATTEND THE 25th ANNUAL 
WINNIPEG PROPHECY CONFERENCE

September 24th, 25th & 26th, 2015
9:00 am - 9:00 pm daily

Victoria Inn,  1808 Wellington Ave.    Winnipeg, MB
SPEAKERS: Dr. David Hocking; Dr. Rob Lindsted;

Dr. H.H. Barber; Pastor Billy Crone; Pastor Don McGee; 
Dr. Paul Wilkinson (England)

THEME: "GOD's Plan for Israel, the Nations and the
Church".  "...in the Last Days, perilous times shall

come..."  2 Timothy 3:1
ALL WELCOME! 

Free Will Offerings   -  Tax Receipts issued
Visit: www.wpgpc.org

OR, call: (204) 783-8376; 
(204) 853-7786;  (204) 832-4627

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Dr. Martin Yaffe (left) and Phyllis Yaffe 
being presented with the 

Order of Canada at the same time
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Social Notes

MAZEL  TOV

With great happiness,
SARA and BEN TREGEBOV

are celebrating their
70TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

on September 5th.
Sharing our simcha with our children, grand-
children, great-grandchildren and good friends.

We remember our daughter Judy who is
always in our hearts.



Hamas says it has captured an
Israeli spy-dolphin

By GABE
FRIEDMAN

(JTA) – Forget the
Iron Dome defense
system and the rest of
Israel’s formidable
military – Hamas is
worried about Israeli
spy-dolphins.

The Palestinian
daily Al-Quds report-
ed this week that
Hamas captured a
dolphin outfitted
with Israeli “spying
equipment.” Hamas’
naval wing reported-
ly tracked down the
dolphin, which gave
itself away through
its “suspicious move-
ments,” a few weeks
ago off the Gaza coast.

Al-Quds reported that Hamas was wary of another of the dolphin’s
devices, “capable of firing arrows with the capability of wounding or
even killing a human,” according to The Jerusalem Post. Senior Hamas
officials did not talk to Al-Quds for the article.

Reports in recent weeks have indicated that Israel and Hamas may be
negotiating a long-term truce. A Turkish official said that both sides were
close to cutting a deal, but Israel denied any contact with the Islamist
group.

The Times of Israel pointed out that birds and sharks have been accused
of spying for Israel in recent years. In 2010, an Egyptian official claimed
that Israeli sharks attacked tourists in the Red Sea, and two years later an
eagle in Sudan was thought to be wearing an Israeli tag. 

Heinz no longer qualifies as
ketchup in Israel

By GABE 
FRIEDMAN

(JTA) – In the
United States,
Heinz is nearly
synonymous with
ketchup, but Israel
has kicked the
brand out of that
category of condi-
ments.

Israel’s Health
Ministry ruled recently that the Heinz product does not contain enough
“tomato solids” to be labeled as ketchup in Israeli stores. It will be rele-
gated to the title “tomato seasoning,” Ynet reported.

The ruling followed a lobbying campaign by the Israeli food manufac-
turer Osem, which produces much of the ketchup consumed in Israel.
Israelis have long complained that local monopolies distort the economy,
especially the food market, leading to high prices on products like cottage
cheese and Milky brand pudding.

In a letter the company sent to retailers back in January, Osem claimed
that it had tested Heinz ketchup in a “leading European external labora-
tory” and found that it only contained 21 percent tomato concentrate
instead of the 61 percent it advertised to consumers. Israeli trade stan-
dards require ketchup to have at least 41 percent tomato concentrate.

The letter sparked a war of words between Osem and Diplomat, the
company that distributes Heinz ketchup in Israel. Osem controls about
two-thirds of the market for Israeli ketchup, leaving Heinz a distance sec-
ond in terms of sales.

“Obviously, Osem, which has a monopoly, would be happy if it were
only possible to sell their product in Israel,” a spokesman for Diplomat
told Ynet in January. “But Osem’s claims have no substance.”

Osem fired back, claiming that no one else had raised legitimate con-
cerns about the composition of Heinz’s product.

Diplomat is petitioning to change the Health Ministry’s standards in
order to allow Heinz to qualify again as ketchup, Haaretz reported.

In the meantime, consumers may be left wondering about Heinz
ketchup’s actual tomato content.

Meet Bin Laden’s favorite Jewish musician 
By ZACHARY 
SOLOMON 

(Jewniverse via
JTA) – Here’s a
guy you might not
have expected
would have had an
extensive audio-
tape collection:
Osama Bin Laden.
Here’s who you
definitely wouldn’t
expect to be found
in it: an Algerian
Jew.

The BBC just
reported on the findings in Williams College professor Flagg Williams’
forthcoming book, “The Audacious Ascetic”, on Bin Laden’s private
music collection. Yes, it included an album by Enrico Macias, a celebrat-
ed Algerian musician. 

If his name doesn’t ring a bell, here’s why it should: Born Gaston
Ghrenassia in 1938 in Constantine, Algeria, Macias has been a master of
the chanson, the term for France’s beloved lyrical songs, since the early
1960s. That was when rising anti-Semitism surrounding the Algerian War
of Independence chased him from his home and to Paris.

In France, after leaving behind a career as a schoolteacher, Macias
recorded his first tune, “Adieu Mon Pays” (“Goodbye My Country”), a
paean to Algeria, and immediately became an overnight sensation. What
followed was an explosion into international popularity. A few years
later, his 1968 U.S. debut found him staring out at a sold-out Carnegie
Hall.

Macias is big in Israel, and has sung in both Hebrew and Yiddish. In
fact, his public support of the Jewish homeland is the exactly why Algeria
hasn’t permitted him to return since his exile. Their loss.

As for Bin Laden’s apparent affection for him? Well, we’re not sure
how Macias feels about it. But we’ll let you know when he weighs in.

(Zachary Solomon is a Brooklyn-based writer and current Fiction MFA
candidate at Brooklyn College.) 

Jewniverse is a daily email list and blog featuring extraordinary, inspi-
rational, forgotten, and just-plain-strange dispatches from Jewish cul-
ture, tradition and history. Sign up at www.TheJewniverse.com. 
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Contact a program adviser at 1.888.341.5174 or 
apply online today.

Full-time | Part-time | Online

Become a Regulated 
Immigration Consultant

Respond to Canada’s need for immigrants.

www.ashtoncollege.ca

we build careers
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Enrico Macias, a French-Algerian Jew whose
real name is Gaston Ghrenassia



They are young, yet their families have immi-
grated more than once in their lifetime for a
chance at a better life...and they feel they have
found just that in Winnipeg. So, these young
newcomers are opening businesses and planning
a future here. 

Like many others, their parents were born in
different places in what used to be called the

Soviet Union. They made their way to Israel and later to Winnipeg.
ZOHAR DAVIDOVICH

Zohar Davidovich (21) was born
in Israel and has been living in
Winnipeg since he was 10-years-
old. He went to the Gray Academy
of Jewish Education, was raised in
a Jewish environment, and remains
connected to the Jewish communi-
ty in many ways. 

Since discovering a passion for
upgrading and fixing cars in his
mid-teens, most of Davidovich’s
spare time has been spent under the
hood. “I could not resist tearing my
own car apart and trying to upgrade
all of it,” said Davidovich. “That is
when I found what I want to do for
the rest of my life, which was vehi-
cle electronics.”

After spending five years working for other people learning the craft,
Davidovich decided to go back to school. Today, he is working toward his
electrical engineering diploma at Red River College.

Davidovich’s father is his biggest role model. “He taught me a lot about
how to work with my hands and fix things myself,” he explained. “I look
up to him very much and always ask for his opinion on projects.”

In September 2014, Davidovich decided to start his own business, “A-Z
Electronics.”

A-Z Electronics specializes in all automotive electronics and accessories.
Its most popular services include car remote starters and alarms, car
audio/video, and heated seats. 

The company, located at 1380 Sargent Ave. (at St. James St.), services
vehicles of all makes and models. 

Right now  A-Z Electronics is having it’s “Beat the Rush” remote starter
sale. (Mention this article when you go there.)

“As the winter approaches, we are expecting it to be very busy with
remote starter installations, so we encourage people to beat the rush and
save some money by installing before the winter,” said Davidovich. 

Davidovich hopes that one day A-Z Electronics will be large enough that
he can employee his dad, knowing he is a hard worker and would strive to
push the company further. 

Through A-Z Electronics, Davidovich said, “I’d like to be able to give
every customer an unforgettable experience and show that we really care
about each individual who comes through our door.”

For more information on A-Z Electronics, stop in the store, call (204)-
509-0204, or visit www.a-zelectronics.co/. 

SERGEI DIDENKO
Another Gray Academy graduate

who is building his business is
Sergei Didenko (24), who is cur-
rently attending Red River College.
Didenko’s passion is cooking.

Didenko came to Winnipeg with
his family eight years ago from
Israel and, although the cooking
school at the college is focused on
the French style of cooking, Israeli
cooking is what Didenko is espe-
cially excited about. 
Catering, teaching, and planning 
for an Israeli cuisine restaurant 
Currently, Didenko caters parties

with an Israeli twist. “I cook at peo-
ple’s houses, helping them to plan a
menu for birthday parties and other
celebrations,” said Didenko.

As of October, Didenko will be hosting Israeli cooking classes at the
Rady JCC – one for adults and one for kids. “They will learn how to make
pita, hummus, Israeli desserts, falafel, and many more Israeli staples,” said
Didenko.

In the near future, Didenko plans to open an Israeli restaurant, serving up
kosher meat shawarma and other Israeli delicacies. 

“I have a lot of help from the Jewish Federation, from Jewish Family
Services, from the school, from the JCC, and I’m counting on them too,”
said Didenko. “The food is not going to be very expensive though. You
don’t want to charge more than people can pay.”

Didenko is now looking for a restaurant location in the south end and is
counting on the diverse population of Winnipeg and their willingness to try
new things.

In the meantime Didenko is happy to take on any catering jobs and can
be reached at sdidenko.91@gmail. com.

MAYA SHAPIRO 
Maya Shapiro was born and

raised in Kazakhstan. When she
was 19-years-old, Shapiro moved
to Israel, then to Canada. 

Shapiro’s passion for art began at
an early age. “I decided I would be
a professional artist when I was
five-years-old,” she explained.

After graduating from university
with a Fine Arts diploma, Shapiro
said, “I realized that Fine Arts isn’t
a profession and to succeed as an
artist at exhibitions is almost
impossible.” 

From Fine Arts to Graphic
Design to Business Consulting 
Then Shapiro realized that graph-

Newcomers planting roots in Winnipeg
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REBECA  KUROPATWA

Continued on next page.

Sergei Didenko

Zohar Davidovich

Maya Shapiro 



Barbara Coloroso to speak here October 14

On October 14th, international speaker, Barbara Coloroso will be
coming to Winnipeg to give a public lecture in support of the
Grandmothers to Grandmothers network. A planning team has been
working over the summer to bring this to our members, parents, grand-
parents and community.

Barbara Coloroso is an internationally recognized speaker and author
in the areas of parenting, teaching, school discipline, non-violent con-
flict resolution and reconciliatory justice. She is an educational consul-
tant for school districts, the medical and business community, the crim-
inal justice system and other educational associations around the world.

Barbara has served as a classroom teacher, a laboratory school instruc-
tor, and a university instructor. She will be speaking about Breaking the
cycle of violence through her latest book:

”The Bully, The Bullied, and the Not so Innocent Bystander”

Examining how a child becomes a bully or the target of a bully as well
as the role bystanders play in perpetuating the cycle of violence in our
homes, schools, and communities requires that we examine both the
why and the how.

Some bullied children whose cries went unheard, whose pains were
ignored, whose oppression went unabated and unrelieved, have struck
back with a vengeance and sorrow.

ic design may be her best bet. She went to university to learn Design and
Visual Communication. “It opened my eyes because we studied not only
design but marketing, branding, and project management, which are kind
of...critical skills,” said Shapiro.

After moving to Canada, she started doing some graphic design and dis-
covered something else. “People somehow perceive that graphic design
will help their businesses, that it’s just a small tool within a strategy,” said
Shapiro. “So, then I realized that people don’t need graphic design. They
need branding.”

So, Shapiro began offering business consulting services and marketing,
starting up a company, “Branding Smart,” and recently adding to it a sister
company, called, “ZTrade Show Marketing.” 

“This is one of the most exciting fields now, because most companies
spend their bucks at trade shows...sometimes pretty big bucks...30-to-60
grand,” said Shapiro.

“But the strategy isn’t there, so they need a lot of help to make it strate-
gically proven...Setting up a goal and a following up system equals suc-
cess.”

Shapiro is planning a launch in October, although she has helped a few
clients already have very successful shows. 

“For me, as an immigrant, it’s important,” said Shapiro. “You come to a
new society, you have to build everything. It’s so easy to give up and say,
‘I don’t know everything. I can’t grow here.’ and you end up doing noth-
ing with your life. But I say, ‘Don’t be afraid to make a mistake. If you
don’t make a mistake, you don’t learn. Don’t cry if you make one. Learn.’” 

For more information, visit www.mayaart.ca.

URIEL JELIN
Ed. note: I added

this part to Rebeca’s
piece after meeting
Uriel Jelin at Shalom
Square. I told Uriel I
would try and help
him out with his job-
seeking. Here is what
he wrote me: 

“Hi Bernie, how are
you?

“We meet yesterday
at the Cultural
Display, Israel
Pavilion, were I am
volunteering. I am the
Argentinian guy you
were talking to at the end of the day, and you gave me your card.

“Just for you to remember the profile, a short recap:
“We arrived from Buenos Aires, at the end of February 2015. We were

my wife, my daughter of 6 y.o. and me.
“Then, our son was born at St. Boniface on April 30, the first Canadian

in the family.
“Our background: I am a market researcher, quantitative, for the last 12

years, but before I had a past on Non for Profit, doing some research at the
JDC office in Buenos Aires. Here, I started working in a call centre 2
weeks ago. My wife has been working in Cultural programs for Jewish
institutions in Argentina the last 8 years (IWO and AMIA the main ones).
In Winnipeg she is already in contact and volunteering with the Jewish
Heritage and B’nai B’rith (her contact is Maria Fernanda) and, because I
think you told me that you were interested in AMIA, soon she will be pre-
senting her experience in a program in which she participated in Argentina,
designed to explain the bombing of the IWO library to the children. It is
really interesting!

“We are settling here, getting used to Winnipeg and the weather, looking
for our careers and very happy because we think is a nice place to raise our
children.

If you would like to contact Uriel, he can be reached at
uriel.j@gmail.com.

Continued from previous page.
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Uriel Jelin and family
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Adam  Schwartz/Jewish Heritage Centre
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Free discussion is the key to peace
The political cartoons of Avrom Yanovsky

Avrom Yanovsky (1911 – 1979) was born in Krivoi Rog, Ukraine
and came to Canada with his family in 1913. They settled first in
Winnipeg, where he graduated from the I. L. Peretz shule in 1925.
North End Winnipeg and the shule provided an excellent grounding in
revolutionary politics and the Yiddish classics, which stayed with
Avrom throughout his life. In 1928 he studied at the Winnipeg School
of Art with LeMoine Fitzgerald, one of the Group of Seven.

In 1930 Yanovsky moved to Toronto, where he helped form the
Progressive Arts Club and, in the late 1930s, an artists’ union. With the
Progressive Arts Club Yanovsky worked as a set designer for theatre
productions as well as the Worker’s Theatre and Theatre of Action. He
was a member of the Labour League, later the United Jewish People’s
Order. Several generations remember with delight his famous “chalk
talks” where a squiggle from an audience member would be trans-
formed into a story, usually with a moral.

Following the passing of his wife Nechama Gemeril in 1958, whom
he met while attending the Peretz shule in Winnipeg and with whom
he had a son Zalman (lead guitarist with the ‘60s band The Lovin’
Spoonful) he met and married Anna Atanas, who sang with the New
Fraternal Labour Youth chorus and the Youth Singers of the Labour
League. They had two children, Dvoira and Kaethe. 

Yanovsky, known professionally as Avrom, observed with his criti-
cal eye the rise of individualism and capitalism from the position of a
communist and a Jew. His belief in shared wealth and opportunity ran
counter to the modernist enterprise of progress. His art remained
unfashionably representational, tied to the lives and daily experiences
of working Canadians at the very moment when abstraction blossomed
into an elite and disinterested avant – garde. His cartoons appeared in
numerous radical publications such as The Worker, The Masses, The
Canadian Tribune, The Vokhnblat, New Frontiers and Yungvarg (a
Yiddish children’s magazine).

The ink drawings, with their collaged and corrected compositions,
are the original cartoons published in newspapers nationally, most
commonly in The Worker and The Canadian Tribune, and internation-
ally through the World News Services. All are animated by a cast of
easily recognizable characters: the money bag, the banker, the capital-
ist, and the politician – with his sidekick, the police or military. We can
laugh at the tragedy of economic iniquity because Avrom speaks to us
personally to remind us of our humanity, our common ground, and our
collective strength.

This exhibition of cartoons produced by Yanovsky between 1950 and
1972 was originally curated by Anna Hudson of York University and
displayed at the Samuel J. Zacks Gallery in the fall of 2005 with the
title “Free Discussion is the key to Peace: The Political Cartoons of
Avrom Yanovsky.”

The Jewish Heritage Centre wishes to acknowledge the following for
contributing to the development of this exhibit and related program-
ming:
The United Jewish People’s Order; Roz Usiskin; Solly Blazer; Ester
Reiter; Anna Yanovsky; Anna Hudson; Open Door Press

I.L. Peretz School first graduating class, 1925
Front, seated cross-legged: Avrom Yanovsky
First row, second from left: Joseph Zuken
First row, second from right: Bill Ross (Zisel Zuken)
Third row, standing third from left: Anne Ross (Chaneh Glass)

Jewish Heritage Centre Archives, JM480.11 

Ashley Madison makes me 
look like a better bet

Recently many people got stung by hackers
releasing the list of users from adultery web-
site Ashley Madison. I bet their partners aren’t
feeling great right now. The truth is: fidelity is
one of the perks of dating someone on the
autism spectrum because, like penguins, we
mate for life (also because we look great in
tuxedos). There is also the fact that we will
have had fewer partners than our neurotypical

counterparts. Having autism means that we don’t form instant connec-
tions, but having a romantic relationship with someone is the end result
of lots and lots of work and effort. It is also the result of lots of convinc-
ing and/or begging. Truthfully, we will never have an affair because we
don’t have the interest, patience or time to convince a second person to
have a romantic relationship with us; therefore, we are going to do every-
thing humanly possible to make that relationship with the first person
great. 

This inability to form instant
connections does not bode well if
we get divorced late in life but at
the same time we are going to be a
much better partner than 98% of
the other people out there. 

So now the significant others of
those on the infamous list have
two choices: They can try and
work things out (never really knowing if they can trust their partner ever
again), or they can get a new partner. 

I hope you take this article into account the next time you pick your
partner in crime. Ultimately, you can choose that charming charismatic
prince, who may or may not cheat on you, or you can pick the partner
who’s the diamond in the rough who will treat you like the queen or king
you are. 

Adam Schwartz is a stand-up comedian, an Aspie, an Autist, and author
of a soon-to-be-released book: “I have Aspergers so I’m better than you”.

By

ADAM SCHWARTZ

The truth is: fidelity is one
of the perks of dating

someone on the autism
spectrum because, like

penguins, we mate for life
(also because we look

great in tuxedos). 
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Yiddish page

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of 
Yiddish column

The academic year is about to begin and I remem-
ber Avrom Novershtern from the Hebrew University
who inspired my interest in Yiddish. Can good teach-
ers still make a difference? This semester I will be
teaching a course about modern Jewish culture in
Yiddish, Hebrew, and other languages, as well as
Hebrew and Yiddish. Still time to register for the
courses. Start the new Year with Yiddish. A gut yor to
all good teachers. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz
Folk School Endowment Trust at the Jewish
Foundation Of Manitoba.

ofthe event. Most
commenting on
Adler’s bad taste
either have forgot-

ten or have chosen to omit his comments recorded at the
Kotel last year when he was pleading with one of the
prime minister’s handlers to get into the picture with
Mr. Harper. Adler can clearly be heard saying: “It’s the
re-election. This is the million dollar shot.”
Representation precedes reality.

More nefarious to me is the idea that is being project-
ed onto Canadian Jews that we are one-dimensional and
only self-interested as voters. But since when did sup-
port for public science, democratic debate over budget
bills, including openness to amendments and coopera-
tion, close scrutiny of our elected officials by an inde-
pendent media with access to these officials, ecological
stewardship, etc. cease to be Jewish values? If Jewish
security is still your number one voting issue, well I
would argue that living in a thriving democracy that
makes evidence-based decisions, rather than ideologi-
cally-based ones, is a key component to liberal western
society and thus Jewish liberty and security. 

If one moves beyond the emotionally-manipulative
game being played around Israel and Antisemitism and
looks at this election as Canadians who happen to have
Jewish backgrounds, rejecting the foregrounding of our
ethno-cultural and religious identities as a political
strategy, then there’s a long list of other values being
undermined by our current government.

Last election, I attended the B’nai Brith forum as a
Green candidate, though I am not currently a member
of any party. When it came to Israel and the
Palestinians, Steven Fletcher said something like ‘I
don’t know why the other candidates need to read any-
thing to answer this. It’s a no brainer. We are Israel’s
best friends and will continue to stand by their side.’ 

‘The problem,’ I retorted. ‘Is that this is a very violent
conflict between two nationalities occupying the same
land, that has lasted nearly a century. It takes great
brains and skilled diplomacy to actually solve the con-
flict, whereas to be a cheerleader requires none (no
offence to cheerleaders).’ The danger of having cheer-
leaders as Israel’s purported best friends in the world is
that it is not moving the conflict any closer to resolu-
tion, but meanwhile stacking up our votes on the side of
a party undermining so many other cherished Jewish
and Canadian values will leave both us, as a communi-
ty, and Israel, isolated in the world. 

We must break this manipulative discourse in favour
of a more practical and evidence-based approach to such
complex problems. We must reject the continued
fetishizing of the Jewish people, our history, and our
political capital. Are we not more intelligent than this? If
we are traumatized by history, then we need to learn
ways to work through this trauma, without having to buy
into the narratives of those who would use us to advance
their broader political programs. It’s time to look more
closely at what’s behind the banners and slogans this
election. Canada’s future requires no less of us.

Related links and background:
http://www.theguardian.com/science/2015/aug/21/stu

dy-of-holocaust-survivors-finds-trauma-passed-on-to-
childrens-genes

http://www.cjnews.com/canada/mark-adler-really-
first-mp-born-holocaust-survivors

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ISmTaKJN20o

Alon Weinberg
Continued from page 5.



I started going to Jewish day camp by age four
or five. What did I love most - being surrounded by
fun Jewish activities, without feeling “weird” about
being Jewish. Growing up in Virginia, I was often
one of only two or three Jewish kids in my grade at
school. Camp, at my family’s congregation, was a
place where I felt I belonged.

What made that day camp Jewish? We did a
hamotzi (blessing over bread) before lunch and a

short Birkat (grace after meals) after lunch. We had a song session every day,
where we sang all sorts of Jewish songs. The songs ranged the gamut from
“Hinei Rakevet” (a song about a chugging train) to kibbutz pioneering songs
from Israel. We sang old favorites like “David Melech” and “Am Yisrael
Chai.” The social hall rocked with singing, laughter, clapping, stomping and
fun. We did Israeli dancing. There were Jewish art projects. Through music,
crafts, and sports, we talked about Jewish values like how to behave towards
one another, Tzedakah (charity) and even more complicated ideas, communi-
cated through those songs, from Pirkei Avot. (Sayings of our Fathers).
Sometimes we counted in Hebrew while doing sports counting activities. Our
camp groups all had Hebrew names. We wore white on Fridays and had spe-
cial Shabbat activities all day.

This was a Reform day camp, at a Reform Temple. I eventually went to
sleepaway camp, and later, I ran those song sessions myself, as a counselor at
both day camp and sleep away camp. I mention that it was Reform for two rea-
sons: First, in Winnipeg, I encounter people who say that they aren’t “reli-
gious” or frum, but they want their children to be Jewish. In fact, there are sev-
eral kinds of North American Judaism. You can choose to be Jewish without
being Orthodox. You can choose Jewish content to match your level of com-
fort with tradition and innovation.

Second, I mention the Reform movement because their movement has devel-
oped highly successful educational programming for youth grouping and camp
movements. This educational programming is not secret. It is widely used else-
where in other types of Jewish camps not affiliated with the Reform move-
ment. Finding ways to integrate Jewish content isn’t hard; the curricula are
widely available.

This summer, I signed up my kids for the Rady JCC summer camp for a cou-
ple of weeks in August. I needed some childcare to get through the second half
of the summer. I wanted my kids to have a Jewish camping experience. Since
my guys are preschoolers and need an afternoon rest, I signed them up for
mornings only. I was surprised by what the Winnipeg JCC day camp experi-

ence offered.
On the plus side, I

think they were safe
and had a blast in the
swimming pool. I got
3.5 hours off to do
crazy things like write
this column, cook
meals, run errands, and
go to appointments.
Yet, when I asked what
they were doing that
made the camp Jewish,
I found out that the
Jewish content consist-
ed of reading PJ
Library books, a
kosher meal plan, and
that the kids who
stayed all day had a
Shabbat service on
Friday afternoon. No
singing, no basic bless-
ings, no Jewish art,
Israeli dance, or infor-
mal Jewish learn-
ing…at least, none that
my kids reported when
they came home. To do
that, I was told, they
need to go to Chabad
or sleep away camp.
(They did go to
Chabad in July for
Camp Gan Israel, and
it was great, but it
doesn’t run in August.)
Apparently what I
wanted was “reli-
gious.”

I also heard that
“Hey, my kids hung
out with other Jewish

kids!” (I’m not a tribal Jew; I don’t believe it is purely our genetics that make
us Jewish. I could care less about this unless the kids also learned Jewish con-
tent together.) I also was told that “This was ‘cultural camp’ and as such, maybe
it wasn’t right for you…so” That wasn’t too welcoming. There’s one Winnipeg
Jewish day camp option in August? Oh, it’s also not for Jewish people like you.

Also, I heard that non-Jews chose to attend this camp, and weren’t they tol-
erant of the Judaism to which they were exposed? Indeed, as the one Jewish
day camp program that runs all summer, it might be appealing to non-Jews,
too. However, why should we feel self-conscious about offering real Jewish
content at the one show in town in August? If I sent my kids to a vacation Bible
camp, it would be no secret that they would be exposed to Christian belief,
practice, and fun activities. Why should Jewish camps feel concerned about
offering Jewish belief, practices, and fun activities?

Instead, I had to ask twice for my children not to be shown movies as part of
their 3.5 hours of camp. I can turn on the TV at home…why pay for it? All the
studies show that screen time is not healthy for preschoolers, except for small
amounts of educational programming. From what I heard, the movies offered
did not involve Sesame Street or Jewish content, either. Based on the provided
schedule, that’s two hours a week that could easily be utilized differently. When
I taught music at camp, each bunk’s daily session was 20 minutes. That offers
kids singing, musical concepts and exposure to playing instruments, and
Judaism. Just as an example….would you prefer kids to watch the Smurfs or
do music? 

Consistently, research shows that attending Jewish summer camp builds
kids’ Jewish identity. It’s a great way to introduce all the campers to Judaism
through fun, informal learning. Wouldn’t it be great if the largest Jewish day
camp program in Winnipeg fostered positive Jewish identity by offering these
experiences to our children? 

Joanne Seiff is the author of two books and the mother of twin preschoolers.
She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and educator. See more of her
work on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.

Using summer camp to build Jewish identity
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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By

JOANNE SEIFF

We are seniors
Managing your worries

In this chapter, I would like to discuss worry,
and how it affects us as seniors. I would like to
refer to a recent article that appeared in the
March/April 2015 edition of Wave Magazine
entitled “Managing Your Worries: Tips to over-
come the pressures of life.”

“Studies have indicated that one in ten people
experience uncontrollable worry to the point of
feeling distressed.” The article goes on to give

us tips on how to overcome worry.
1) “Take five-minute breaks throughout your day.” Have you ever tried

this technique? Take your mind temporarily to a distant place, possibly on
your last vacation, or perhaps a recent movie that you really enjoyed.

2) “Talk it out - Talk with friends, family, and colleagues about your wor-
ries. rather than brooding about them, silently.” What a great idea for
relieving the stress that comes with uncontrollable worry! You need some-
one who cares enough about you, who can listen to your worries without
interruption!

3) “Go with the flow - Expect change and accept uncertainty.” Our lives
are never guaranteed to be smooth sailing all the time! Remember the
expression “Don’t sweat the small stuff!” and the corresponding answer:
“It’s all small stuff.”

4) “Revive your Drive - Breathe deeply, while clearing your mind of all
thoughts.” It’s not easy to pull yourself up by your bootstraps when you are
feeling low. But you know you can do it, because you have done it before!

5) “Let it Go - Keeping expectations in line with reality allows us to per-
form to our fullest potential each and every day.” We are not perfect, the
world is not perfect. Recognize your own limitations.

6) “Make a Worry List - Retrain your mind to manage the worry, rather
than be consumed by it.” Write down the things that are worrying you, then
put it way and take a fresh look at it on another day. You would be amazed
at how many worries would disappear in the light of a new day!

7) “Review Your Worry List”. The purpose is to decide what you are
going to do about it, and when. Putting it off doesn’t resolve the problem.
It’s like the story of the man who couldn’t get to sleep one night and his
wife asked: “What’sbothering you?” He replied, “It’s the rent! It’s due
tomorrow and I can’t pay it.” She says “Give me the landlord’s phone num-
ber.” She hands it back to him. “Now you call him up and tell him you can’t
pay the rent that’s due tomorrow, and then hang up. Now let him worry
about it!”

8) “Distract Yourself  - Catching worry thoughts to prevent your mind
from overplaying the worry list.” Get busy! An iIdle mind will find a great
deal of time to find things to worry about. When you are a volunteer you
can find ways of helping other people and stop worrying about yourself.

By

HARRY WARREN
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Rabbi Karen Soria, Temple Shalom's Rabbi is joined on the bimah with Cantor Len 

Udow and the Temple Shalom Choir, conducted by Janet Pelletier-Goetze. The music 

is both traditional and contemporary with instrumentation. 

High Holydays Services 
S'lichot 
Saturday    September 5  10:00 pm 

 

Rosh Hashanah 
Sunday    September 13    7:30 pm 

Monday    September 14  10:00 am 

Tuesday, Alternative  September 15  10:00 am 

Friday, Shabbat Shuvah  September 18   7:30 pm  

   

 
Tashlich 
Sunday    September 20   3:30 pm  off site 

Children's service  September 20  11:30 am Bridge Drive In 

 

Kol Nidre 
Tuesday   September 22   7:30 pm 

 

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday   September 23  10:00 am 

Study Session with Rabbi Karen      2:00 pm 

Concluding Services       4:00 pm 

 
Sukkot Family Service  
Friday    October 2    7:30 pm  

with Pot-Luck supper       6:15 pm 

 

Family services 
Rosh Hashanah Day  September 14   9:15 am 

Yom Kippur Day  September 23   9:15 am 

 
Reserve early as seating is limited.  Memberships available which include High 
Holyday tickets.  For more information please call Temple Shalom @ 204-453-1625 
or email us at  tshalom1@gmail.com .  Childcare may be available for Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur mornings.  It is necessary to register with the office if 

childcare is needed.   
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Where does Bernie Sanders, the Jewish 
candidate for president, stand on Israel?

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Bernie Sanders’

best friend is a Zionist who teaches Jewish
philosophy, he had a formative experience on
a kibbutz and “Saturday Night Live” dubbed
him the “old Jew.”

Still, Sanders can’t get away from the
inevitable “But where is he on Israel?” ques-
tion, especially now that the Democratic pres-
idential contender, an Independent senator
from Vermont who caucuses with Democrats,
has moved ahead of Hillary Rodham Clinton
in New Hampshire, the first primary state.

“Do you view yourself as a Zionist?” the
left-leaning online magazine Vox asked
Sanders in a July 28 interview.

It’s a funny question for Sanders, who, if there were an “out and proud”
metric for Jews in politics, would score high.

Sanders, 73, is best friends with Richard Sugarman, a professor of
Jewish philosophy at the University of Vermont who champions  Zionism
to his left-leaning students. His other best friend – and former chief of
staff – is Huck Gutman, a University of Vermont professor of literature
who is a passionate aficionado   of the poetry of Yehuda Amichai.

When the comedian Sarah Silverman introduced Sanders at an Aug. 10
rally in Los Angeles, she shunted aside for a moment her caustic Jewish
shtick.

“His moral compass and sense of values inspires me,” she said. “He
always seems to be on the right side of history.”

Silverman ticked off a list of Sanders’ qualifications that align him with
positions that polls show American Jews overwhelmingly favor: for
same-sex marriage, for civil rights, against the Iraq war. She might have
added favoring universally available health care.

“He is a man of the people,” Silverman said. “He has to be; his name is
Bernie.”

Fresh out of the University of Chicago and already deeply involved in
left-wing activism, Sanders spent several months in the mid-1960s on a
kibbutz. The Brooklyn-born and accented Sanders has been shaped by
the murder of his father’s extended family in the Holocaust.

“As everyone in this room knows, I am a Jew, an old Jew,” actor Fred
Armisen said while playing Sanders in a 2013 “Saturday Night Live”
sketch.

Sanders’ well-known pique surfaced in June when Diane Rehm, the
NPR talk show host, declaratively told him he had dual U.S.-Israel citi-
zenship, citing an anti-Semitic meme circulating on the Internet.

“Well, no, I do not have dual citizenship with Israel,” Sanders said.
“I’m an American. I don’t know where that question came from. I am an
American citizen, and I have visited Israel on a couple of occasions. No,
I’m an American citizen, period.”

So where does Bernie Sanders stand on Israel? Here’s a review.
He backs Israel, but he believes in spending less on defense assistance

to Israel and more on economic assistance in the Middle East.
Is Sanders a Zionist? Here’s what he told Vox’s Ezra Klein:
“A Zionist? What does that mean? Want to define what the word is? Do

I think Israel has the right to exist? Yeah, I do. Do I believe that the
United States should be playing an even-handed role in terms of its deal-
ings with the Palestinian community in Israel? Absolutely I do.

“Again, I think that you have volatile regions in the world, the Middle
East is one of them, and the United States has got to work with other
countries around the world to fight for Israel’s security and existence at
the same time as we fight for a Palestinian state where the people in that
country can enjoy a decent standard of living, which is certainly not the
case right now. My long-term hope is that instead of pouring so much
military aid into Israel, into Egypt, we can provide more economic aid to
help improve the standard of living of the people in that area.”

He will defend Israel to a hostile crowd, but will also fault Israel – and
will shout down hecklers.

At a town hall in Cabot, Vermont, during last summer’s Gaza war, a
constituent  commended   Sanders for not signing onto a  Senate resolu-
tion that solely blamed Hamas for the conflict, but wondered if he would
“go further.”

“Has Israel overreacted? Have they bombed U.N. facilities? The
answer is yes, and that is terribly, terribly wrong,” Sanders said.

“On the other hand – and there is another hand – you have a situation
where Hamas is sending missiles into Israel – a fact – and you know
where some of those missiles are coming from. They’re coming from
populated areas; that’s a fact. Hamas is using money that came into Gaza
for construction purposes – and God knows they need roads and all the
things that they need – and used some of that money to build these very

The Reform movement’s new holiday
prayer book is radically inclusive

By GABE FRIEDMAN
(JTA) – When some Reform synagogue-goers open up their prayer

books this High Holiday season, they will be greeted with snippets of
poems by the likes of Walt Whitman and Pablo Neruda. Feminist and
LGBTQ-friendly terms and phrases will be subtly incorporated into the
prayers; scattered among those prayers will be original woodcut prints
inspired by the holidays.

How can this be, you ask? The Central Conference of American Rabbis,
the principal organization of North American Reform rabbis, has revamped
its High Holidays prayer book for the first time since 1978.

The new prayer book, or machzor, reflects an effort to be more inclusive
of women and LGBTQ Jews. In some cases, God is referred to as a woman.
One passage substitutes the words “bride” and “groom” with the gender-
neutral “couple.” In a blessing that calls congregants to the Torah, mention
of gender is left out as a gesture to transgender people.

“There’s no way to give you a percentage [of what has changed] – it’s a
totally new book,” said Rabbi Hara Person, the rabbinical group’s director
of publications. “Of course, it’s based on the structure of any machzor …
but it’s not just a sort of tweaked version.”

The new prayer book also features what Person calls counter texts, which
accompany traditional prayers and challenge their assertions. For example,
the important Unetaneh Tokef prayer is followed by a philosophical Carl
Sandburg poem and then by the new sentence: “I speak these words, but I
don’t believe them … clearly there’s no scientific foundation …”

In addition to textual changes, the new two-volume book contains origi-
nal artwork for the first time: 11 commissioned woodcuts by the renowned
artist Joel Shapiro.

The goal, Person says, is to make all Jews, no matter how religious they
are, feel more comfortable during High Holiday services, even if they only
attend due to family pressure. When the prayer book was unveiled at the
Central Conference of American Rabbis’ annual convention in March, 180
synagogues had already ordered it. That number has risen to approximate-
ly 300 as the holidays approach.

Person said there hasn’t been much negative backlash among Reform rab-
bis. The book had been in the pipeline for seven years, four of which
involved testing the book in services at select congregations across the coun-
try, so those in the know have been expecting the changes for some time.

“We haven’t gotten any calls or emails saying ‘What did you you do?’”
Person said. “I think that the piloting and the education process paved the
way because it became a very interactive process.” 

Continued on next page.

Bernie Sanders
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U.S./Synagogue News “Pirates of the Mediterranean”
By Rabbi YOSEF BENARROCH
Herzlia-Adas Yeshurun Synagogue

I remember as a small child always being fascinated with the story of
Jonah and the whale. It has just about everything to stir a child’s imagi-
nation. A man by the name of Jonah embarks on an adventure where he
sails on the high seas. The crew throws him overboard when they suspect
he is the cause of a violent storm that threatens the ship. Miraculously he
is saved when a whale swallows him up and spits him out on shore.
Finally he comes to the cosmopolitan city of Ninveh to complete his mis-
sion. It is a city right out of a pirate movie where we can imagine its tav-
erns filled with drunken sailors. Jonah’s mission is to rebuke the inhabi-
tants and convince them to walk a more upright and G-d fearing path. If
we didn’t know that we were reading the Bible, we could easily think this
is a new Hollywood adventure movie with pirates and heroes all taking
place on the high seas of the Mediterranean. 

In truth, it is a powerful Biblical story that is read every year as the
Haftarah of the afternoon service of Yom Kippur. The story is anything
but a child’s story. The question is, what message can we learn from it?
Why would our Rabbis have chosen it as the “Haftarah” for the holiest
day of the year?

At first glance the answer is simple. It’s a wonderful story of repen-
tance. The city is filled with thievery and wickedness. Jonah arrives and
with one speech in the public square the city turns for the best. As a result
of his speech we are told, “The inhabitants of Ninveh believed in G-d and
they declared a day of fasting. The adults and children donned sack-
cloth… They cried out to G-d with great fervor and they repented from
their evil ways and from the violence that was in their hands.” (Jonah
3:8). From this section it is clear why we read this story on Yom Kippur.
It is a story about prayer, fasting and repentance. 

I would like to share another thought as to why we read the story of
Jonah on Yom Kippur. If we analyze the story, and more specifically the
mission of Jonah, there is a word that seems to pop up over and over
again. On a number of occasions Jonah tries to “run away”. When he is
commanded by G-d to travel to Ninveh and rebuke its inhabitants, Jonah
runs away to the city of Tarshish.

During the voyage there is a violent storm at sea. Once again he runs
away, this time to the bottom of the ship. He knows that he is clearly the
reason for the storm, yet he chooses to hide in the ship’s basement. Jonah
seems to be saying in all of these cases, “Please just leave me alone, I
don’t want any headaches”. 

Who could blame him? After all, the people of Ninveh were archrivals
of the Jewish nation. Our Rabbis tell us that the repentance of its inhabi-
tants could only spell doom for the Jewish nation. This would be the most
logical explanation for his behavior.

Perhaps there is another reason. We can well imagine that he was over-
whelmed by the mission. Imagine one person is entrusted to turn an entire
city of wicked people around overnight. Perhaps Jonah’s running away
was also because of the magnitude of the task. Maybe what he was say-
ing is “Who am I to do this?” Perhaps Jonah expresses the words that so
many of us echo, “What can little me do to change anything? I just want
to live my life in peace and not get involved. Please everybody - just leave
me alone”.

Seen in this way, the ultimate message of the story is not the repentance
of Ninveh, but how one person had the ability to turn an entire city
around. The message is about how Jonah, like so many of us, wants noth-
ing more than to escape, but ultimately he must face his challenge and
find the inner strength to succeed.

How fitting this theme is on Yom Kippur. It is the holiday that forces us
to stop running away. On this day we must look deeply into ourselves and
accept the challenge of self-improvement in so many aspects of our lives.

Sometimes life seems too complex. Sometimes the problems around us
seem too great to tackle. We are masters at hiding. We hide behind our
money, we hide behind our vacations, we hide in our homes and neigh-
borhoods, and we hide behind our work. Society has created so many
wonderful mechanisms that allow us to just “get away” and not have to
face the challenges of life. 

How many of us have uttered those words, “What can I do? It’s too big
for me”. Dear friends, it is so easy to give up. We all, on some level, suf-
fer the same attitude that compelled Jonah to run away. In fact we are, to
a great extent, all a bit like Jonah. There are so many things we all know
we should be doing but we never get around to doing them. We all have
personality traits that we know are not good and need to be worked on but
we just run away from doing anything about it. We all have something
that we can do to improve our relationships, but we just never get around
to it. In our Jewish practice we all have something we know needs
improvement but we just escape the challenge. We could all learn a bit
more, we could all strengthen our faith in G-d, we could all attend syna-
gogue a bit more, the list is endless. But we are all like Jonah. We prefer
to run away and hide.

Ultimately the message of Jonah is you can’t run away. The challenge
may seem great but it is within you to tackle it. Hashem has given us the
resources and ability to stand up to the challenge. At least one day of the
year we must take a long and hard look at our families, our communities
and ourselves and ask the questions we have evaded all year long. Like
Jonah there is no running away, but like Jonah we have the inner strength
to succeed. 
My best wishes for a meaningful Yom Kippur.

����������������	��
���������������������

����������	��
����������

������������������ ������������������
����������������������� ��������������	�

����������������������� ������
�������	�
��������� ���������������

������

	� ��������������	�
������ �����������������

sophisticated tunnels into Israel for military purposes.”
Hecklers interrupted, some shouting epithets.
“Excuse me, shut up, you don’t have the microphone,” Sanders said.

“You asked the question, I’m answering it. This is called democracy. I am
answering a question and I do not want to be disturbed.”

His critical but supportive posture on Israel has been consistent and has
included using assistance as leverage.

As mayor of Burlington, Vermont, in 1988, Sanders was asked if he
backed then-candidate for president Jesse Jackson’s support for the
Palestinians during the first intifada. Sanders excoriated what he depict-
ed as Israeli brutality as well as Arab extremism.

“What is going on in the Middle East right now is obviously a tragedy,
there’s no question about it. The sight of Israeli soldiers breaking the
arms and legs of Arabs is reprehensible. The idea of Israel closing down
towns and sealing them off is unacceptable,” he said at a news confer-
ence, according to video unearthed  by Alternet writer Zaid Jilani. “You
have had a crisis there for 30 years, you have had people at war for 30
years, you have a situation with some Arab countries where there are still
some Arab leadership calling for the destruction of the State of Israel and
the murder of Israeli citizens.”

Sanders said the United States should exercise the prerogative it has as
an economic power.

“We are pouring billions of dollars in arms into Arab countries. We
have the clout to demand they and Israel, who we’re also heavily financ-
ing, to begin to sit down and work out a sensible solution to the problem
which would guarantee the existence of the State of Israel and which
would also protect Palestinian rights,” he said.

He doesn’t think the Iran nuclear deal is perfect, but he backs it.
“It’s so easy to be critical of an agreement which is not perfect,” he  told

CBS News on Aug. 7. “But the United States has to negotiate with, you
know, other countries. We have to negotiate with Iran. And the alterna-
tive of not reaching an agreement, you know what it is? It’s war. Do we
really want another war, a war with Iran? An asymmetrical warfare that
will take place all over this world, threatening American troops? So I
think we go as far as we possibly can in trying to give peace a chance, if
you like. Trying to see if this agreement will work. And I will support it.”

Continued from previous page.



about to unveil two new recently-acquired
Torah scrolls. Congregation Shir Tikvah,
which is in its 13th year, will be unveiling
the two Torahs at its Rosh Hashanah ser-

vice on Monday, September 15.
The Torah scrolls are the gifts of Dr. Leonard Kahane, in memory of his

late wife, Hope Renee, who passed away in 2006. 
Recently I sat down with three individuals who were instrumental in cre-

ating Shir Tikvah congregation and who have played vital roles in keeping
that congregation alive every high holiday since 2003: Sid Ritter (the for-
mer executive director of Bnay Abraham Synagogue prior to the merger of
that synagogue with the Beth Israel and Rosh Pina synagogues in 2002), his
wife Hinda , and Sharon Bronstone (a past president of the Beth Israel con-
gregation).

As much as I was interested in hearing the
story of the Torah scrolls, I was even more
interested in knowing what has led the various
individuals who have gathered together each
year at the Viscount Gort Hotel (save for two
years at the old Blue and Gold room in the for-
mer Winnipeg Stadium) for high holiday ser-
vices to stay together.

The story, for those not familiar with it, is that
at the time that three north-end Winnipeg con-
gregations – the Beth Israel, Bnay Abraham,
and Rosh Pina, decided to merge into one in
2002, not all members of those congregations
were enthused with the idea of the merger.
According to Bronstone, “Some of us were not
happy the way it (the merger) turned out…and
Sid, David (Bloomfield, also one of the original
movers behind the creation of Shir Tikvah and a past president of the Beth
Israel), and I started getting phone calls from others, asking ‘What are you
going to do?’ “

“Nobody really wanted to start anything,” says Bronstone, “but the phone
calls kept coming in and we did start something – it was a one-shot deal, in
2003” (high holidays services in the basement of the Viscount Gort Hotel
on Portage Avenue).

“The first year we had 83 people – which surprised us,” she notes. “It
came around that we met a second year, also at the Viscount Gort.” Since
then the number of people attending Shir Tikvah’s services has continued
to grow, to the point where there are anywhere from 150-180 individuals
now attending annually (although one year there were over 200 people in
attendance, Bronstone notes.)

Arky Berkal has served as cantor from day one, while Sharon’s son Adam
has served as “lay rabbi”, also from the very beginning. (Every year Adam
Bronstone has come back to Winnipeg for two weeks during the high hol-
idays, no matter where he may have been living anywhere in the world.) In
recent years, Jared Trotman has also been contributing as “Ba’al
Shacharit”, this year to be joined on the bimah by Avrom Charach.

As far as Torah scrolls have gone though, the congregation had been in
the practice of borrowing two scrolls belonging to the Gray Academy each
year. Later, when those Torahs were sent for refurbishing, Shir Tikvah was
able to borrow two more Torah scrolls from the Talmud Torah-Beth Jacob
congregation on Main Street. Most recently it had been borrowing two
Torahs from the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.

Bronstone notes that, even though there “were 48 Torahs” in the Etz
Chayim as a result of the merger of the three congregations and that the
Simkin Centre also had a surplus of Torahs, “no one wanted to give any to
us.”

But, last year, explains Bronstone, while they “were breaking fast, Dr.
(Leonard) Kahane said to me: ‘Is there anything I can do for you?’ I didn’t
understand what he meant, so I said ‘I don’t think so.’”

“No, no, what I meant is ‘What are you short?’”, Dr. Kahane continued,
according to Bronstone. “Well, after Yom Tov, I called him,” she continues,
and mentioned that they were short Torahs of their own, so “he made us a
fantastic offer of two Torahs”.

At that point Hinda Ritter explains how Sid and Leonard Kahane went
down to Florida to visit a store known as “Tradition”, whose owner spe-
cialized in the sale of Torahs “that have been reclaimed from the
Holocaust”.

“The Torahs go to Israel,” Hinda adds, “where they’re vetted and fixed,
and he (the owner of Tradition) gets them.” (The Torahs are kept near the
Kotel, where authorized scribes are allowed to work on them, Sid Ritter
explained later in the conversation.)

Sid Ritter adds: “There are two locations in the world where Holocaust
Torahs are kept. One is in Jerusalem and the other location is London,
England. My opinion is we ought to be getting Torahs from Jerusalem.
Those Torahs are checked by an authorized scribe to make sure they are all
kosher.”

(At this point I interjected, asking whether it was permissible to repair a
Torah that had been severely damaged. According to Sid Ritter, it depends
on the degree of damage.)

“I asked our contact in Florida whether it would be possible to obtain one
Torah that came from Poland and one from Romania,” Sid continues,

“because our donor’s family came from Romania.”
“After some back and forth, eventually two Torahs were found – one

from Poland, and one from Romania – and that’s what we ended up with,”
he says.

There was an added element to the purchase of the Torahs that entered
into the equation, Sid adds: The weight of the Torahs. Theirs is an “egali-
tarian congregation”, he explains, and they didn’t want to acquire Torahs
that would be too heavy for women to carry.

So, what are the components that go into adding to the weight of a par-
ticular Torah? Sid wondered. One obvious factor would be the weight of
the scroller, or the “Etz Chayim,” as it is referred to. “It depends on whether
it’s made of hardwood or softwood,” Sid explains. But, another added ele-
ment is the type of ink used in creating a particular Torah. “The heavier the
ink, the more massive the Torah – not so much the parchments – they’re

largely the same,” he adds.
But, how do you know a Torah comes

from Poland, for instance, while another
comes from Romania? “It turns out that
there are actually distinct styles,” Sid
says, that can indicate where a Torah
comes from.

I ask: “How much does a Torah go for
anyway?”

Both Sharon and Sid chime in: “Lots!”
In addition to the actual scrolls, Dr.

Kahane also paid for the Torah covers,
which were made in Israel.

Since Congregation Shir Tikvah meets
only for high holiday services, I ask
where the Torahs will be kept during the
rest of the year. It turns out that Sid Ritter

will keep them in his own home – under conditions “that are reasonably
temperature controlled”, he notes.

The ark and the podium used by Shir Tikvah were designed and built by
Zvi Gitter, Sharon Bronstone says, and they’re meant to be easily disas-
sembled. As a matter of fact, she notes, “ we have given them out when
people have bar or bat mitzvahs in hotels.”

“We are, in my estimation, a real synagogue,” she adds, “because the
only things we were lacking were our own Torahs”.
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Shir Tikvah
(Continued from page 1.)

Dr. (Leonard) Kahane said to me: Is
there anything I can do for you?’ I did-
n’t understand what he meant, so I said

‘I don’t think so.’”
“No, no, what I meant is ‘What are you

short?’”, Dr. Kahane continued,
according to Bronstone. “Well, after

Yom Tov, I called him,” she continues,
and mentioned that they were short

Torahs of their own, so “he made us a
fantastic offer of two Torahs”.



16 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 2, 2015

Sunday Afternoon Klezmer
Showcase Will Wow Audience

Saturday night Klezmatics concert sold-out!
“The response to

KlezFest has been
remarkable,” says
c o - p r o d u c e r ,
Beverly Aron-
ovitch. “There is a
real appetite for
klezmer in the
community and I
think our Sunday
program on
October 11 will be
something quite
special.” 

When Win-
nipeg’s first-ever
KlezFest was
announced a few
months ago, tickets
started to move
immediately. The
Saturday night
October 10 concert
with the world-
r e n o w n e d
Klezmatics from
New York is now
sold out. 

To meet the demand, organizers are offer-
ing a special Sunday Afternoon Klezmer
Showcase running from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30
p.m. The Showcase combines two unique
performances. The first half, entitled
Common Roots, features some of the
KlezFest faculty along with musicians from
Winnipeg’s folk music community. Led by
Myron Schultz, the musicians will perform
music that explores the differences and sim-
ilarities between klezmer and other styles of
folk music. This will be a fascinating and
entertaining musical journey. 

In the second half, Klezmer Jam, members of the Klezmatics, along
with Janie Respitz from Montreal, and members of Winnipeg’s own
Finjan will team up to present an exciting finalé concert filled with
popular klezmer hits.

“That is a tremendous amount of leading klezmer talent coming
together in one place at one time,” says co-producer Miriam Bronstein.
“They are not only artists, they’re experts.” 

Tickets for the Afternoon Klezmer Showcase are moving quickly,
and seating is limited. 

For those klezmer fans and friends wanting even more, Sunday,
October 11, begins with a series of klezmer workshops led by mem-
bers of the Klezmatics (Frank London and Lorin Sklamberg); members
of Finjan (Shayla Fink, Daniel Koulack, Kinzey Posen, and Myron
Schultz); Montreal-based Yiddish culture expert, Janie Respitz; and
Yiddish dance aficionado, Steven Weintraub from Philadelphia. 

Workshops are designed to be interactive and informative – a deep-
er way to experience the music. Musicians will be able to play along
with workshop leaders, and there is a chance for everyone to sing and
dance. But you don’t have to. 

“We’ve designed our program to be accessible for everyone,” says
Aronovitch. “The local music and dance communities will see the
workshops as an opportunity to learn more about an exciting genre.
And casual klezmer fans will love to watch it all unfold. You can just
lean back and enjoy.” 

Workshops begin at 9:30 a.m. Fans can register for the whole day
(which includes lunch and the Afternoon Klezmer Showcase), or just
for the Afternoon Klezmer Showcase. 

“We’re thrilled that our Saturday night concert sold out, but we know
there are some disappointed klezmer fans out there,” says Bronstein.
“We urge people who couldn’t get a Saturday night ticket to join us on
Sunday. It will be a rich and entertaining day.” 

KlezFest is produced in association with the Rady JCC and is spon-
sored by the Asper Foundation, the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba,
the Winnipeg Foundation, The Grand by Lakeview, The Jewish Post &
News, Manoverboard, Congregation Shaarey Zedek, and the Winnipeg
Free Press. 

For tickets and more information, see www.klezfest.ca or
www.radyjcc.net. 

Myron Schultz

Frank London

Daniel Koulack

Shayla Fink

Kinzey Posen



By SHANNON SARNA 
NEW YORK (JTA) – We love to kvetch

about how early or late Rosh Hashanah falls – as
if we have any control or say when the holidays
will appear. But this year, the Jewish New Year
falls on the early side for us, right after Labor
Day and the start of school. So there’s no time to
agonize over menus or prep for weeks, which
can sometimes be a good thing. 

If you haven’t been menu planning since July,
don’t fret. You can still put together an elegant
but time-conscious meal for a deliciously sweet
New Year.

CROCKPOT SHORT RIBS WITH 
POMEGRANATE MOLASSES

Yield: 6 servings 
Short on time but still want to make a beautiful

main dish? Break out your slow cooker. These
short ribs taste like you were slaving over a hot
stove all day, when in fact you just threw it all in
your slow cooker and then poured yourself a big
glass of wine. The pomegranate molasses adds a
traditional, sweet flavor perfect for the New
Year. For an extra festive presentation, garnish
the short ribs with colorful pomegranate seeds
and fresh parsley. 

This recipe can easily be doubled or tripled for
a larger crowd. I do not recommend skipping the
step of browning the meat and veggies before
putting into your slow cooker. It will add depth
to the meat and vegetables and the overall rich-
ness of the sauce. 
Ingredients:
3 1/2 pounds short ribs on the bone
1/2 teaspoon cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon dried coriander
1/2 teaspoon sweet paprika
Pinch red pepper flakes
1 or 2 teaspoons salt
1/2 teaspoon pepper
Olive oil
1 onion, diced
3 garlic cloves, minced
3 ribs of celery, diced
1 heaping tablespoon tomato paste
1 1/2 cups chicken, beef or veal stock
1 1/2 cups red wine
3 tablespoons soy sauce
1/3 cup pomegranate molasses, plus extra for
serving
Fresh parsley (optional)
Pomegranate seeds (optional) 
Directions:

Mix together the cinnamon, coriander, paprika,
red pepper flakes, salt and pepper in a small
bowl. 

Place the short ribs on a large plate and rub the
spice mix all over the ribs, covering all sides.
Allow to sit in the fridge covered in plastic wrap
a few hours if you have the time. 

Heat a few tablespoons of olive oil in a large
pan over medium-high heat. Sear the short ribs
on all sides until brown. You will want to do this
in batches depending on how many ribs you
make. 

When all the ribs have been seared, place them
into the bottom of your slow cooker. 

Drain off all oil in pan, except for around 2 or

3 tablespoons. Add onion and celery to the pan
and sauté until translucent, about 4 to 6 minutes.
Add garlic and continue to cook. After a few
minutes, add 1 heaping tablespoon tomato paste
and cook until the tomato has incorporated into
the vegetables. 

Add the cooked vegetables to the slow cooker
with the stock, wine, soy sauce and pomegranate
molasses. Set your slow cooker for 6 hours on
high and allow to cook, ensuring the short ribs
are completely covered with liquid. 

When short ribs are finished cooking, garnish
an extra drizzle of pomegranate molasses, fresh
chopped parsley and pomegranate seeds, if
desired. 

* * * * *
BABA BILLIE’S POTATO KUGEL

Yield: 10-12 servings 
This kugel is renowned in my husband’s fami-

ly, but the real credit goes to his grandma, Baba
Billie Goldberg, of blessed memory, whose
cooking was legendary. What I have learned
from my husband about making potato kugel is
that it is essential to heat the oil in the pan before
adding the potato mixture. This step will ensure
a crispy outside on the bottom and top. This is
not a recipe for anyone watching their waistline,
so take a deep breath, embrace the indulgent
nature of this traditional dish and enjoy the fat-
laden ride. 
Ingredients:
8 medium Yukon gold potatoes, peeled and
coarsely shredded
2 medium-large onions, coarsely shredded
5 large eggs
1/4 cup matzah meal
1/2 tablespoon salt
2 teaspoons freshly ground black pepper
2 teaspoons garlic powder
Paprika for sprinkling
Thick sea salt 
1/3 cup olive oil 
Directions:

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. When oven is
preheated, add 1/3 cup olive oil to a 9-by-13
Pyrex dish and put into the oven to heat. 

Whisk eggs together in a large bowl. Add
shredded potato, onion, matzah meal, salt, pep-
per and garlic powder. Mix until combined. 

When oil has been heating about 10 minutes,
remove from oven. Add a small spoonful of the
potato mixture and if it starts sizzling, it is hot
enough. If not, put it back in the oven for a few
minutes. 

When oil is ready, add the entire potato mix-
ture and spread in a even layer using an offset
spatula or large spoon. 

Sprinkle sweet or hot paprika on top and a
sprinkle of thick sea salt. 

Bake for 40-50 minutes until crispy around the
edges and golden brown on top. Allow to cool
slightly before cutting into squares. Serve warm
or at room temperature. 

* * * * *
ROASTED BROCCOLI WITH GARLIC
Yield: 6 servings 
Broccoli is an easy and accessible side dish to

make all year. Throw it in the oven, let it

caramelize and you have a crunchy, slightly
sweet vegetable that will have your guests rav-
ing. Extra points: It’s super easy and requires
almost no prep time. 

Ingredients:
2 large or 3 medium heads of broccoli
5-6 garlic cloves, left unpeeled
Salt and pepper
Olive oil 
Directions:
Preheat oven to 400 degrees. 
Remove stems from broccoli. Cut broccoli into

medium florets. Spread on a large baking sheet,
or 2 medium baking sheets so as not to over-
crowd while cooking. 

Forget the agonizing, here’s an easy and elegant Rosh Hashanah menu 
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By EILEEN PRICE 
(Kveller via JTA) – That’s right. You heard me. I’m not doing it. I, a

member of a modern Orthodox shul, mother of four Jewish kids who keep
kosher and observe Shabbat weekly, executive director of an Atlanta
Jewish day camp, will not be forcing my kids to attend services on Rosh
Hashanah or Yom Kippur.

It’s something I’ve been thinking about since summer at camp, and some-
thing I decided firmly while attending a Jewish family retreat.

Here’s the thing. My kids love being Jewish. It’s the essence of their
being. It’s the foundation of their friendships. It’s the laughter and joy that
fills their Saturdays.

And that’s exactly why I am leaving the choice to attend High Holiday
lservices up to them.

I will be attending services with my husband. We will invite them to join
us, but we will not force them. We will not drag them to the mall to find the
perfect holiday outfit. We will not fight with them on Rosh Hashanah

morning because they
won’t put on said per-
fect holiday outfit. We
won’t tell them the
kids’ program is going
to be different this
year. (It’s not.) We
won’t bargain with
them and say they just
have to stay for an
hour.

Why? Because
practicing Judaism is
not a punishment; it is
a privilege and a gift.
It’s also something we
have woven so tightly
into the fabric of our
kids’ lives that staying

home rather than going to synagogue for a few hours a year will in no way
unravel its positive impact. But forcing an experience might.

Now don’t get me wrong. I don’t just let my kids out of any activity they
are not excited to do. They do their homework. They write thank you notes.
They apologize when they do wrong. And they don’t eat pepperoni pizza.

We didn’t always bend the rules. But over the years I have come to feel
strongly that there are countless ways to incorporate Judaism into our lives
that don’t necessarily involve formal religious institutions.

My kids perform a mitzvah when they donate toys they have outgrown.
We talk about God when the sky looks exceptionally beautiful. We discuss
the meaning of Jewish rituals when we say the blessings on Shabbat. We
reinforce the importance of tradition when we attend a bris, bar mitzvah,
wedding or funeral. They learn Hebrew words, sing Jewish songs and make
Jewish friends when they attend Jewish summer camp. We engrain in them
Jewish values like telling the truth, treating others with compassion and
caring for the environment. We teach them about their Jewish ancestors
when we tell them stories about their namesakes and when we cure their
colds with grandma’s famous matzah ball soup. They see our mezuzahs
every time they walk into a room. We impress upon them the struggles of
our people when we finally expose them to the horror of the Holocaust.
Then we tell them about the resilience of our people when we show them
the beauty that is Israel.

My kids love the High Holidays. They are looking forward to dipping
apples in honey during the Rosh Hashanah lunch we host with family and
friends. My oldest may even try to fast this Yom Kippur. (As he is a 12-
year-old boy, this would be impressive on a number of levels.)

Perhaps some of our kids will join us at synagogue this year. But if they
don’t, I won’t synagogue-shame them into thinking they aren’t “good
Jews” or worry what people might think when we arrive at shul without
them.

Instead, my husband and I will enjoy our time at shul while our kids set
the table in preparation for our return. OK, so it’s more likely they will
make a giant mess in the basement when they build couch forts and engage
in an epic sibling Lego battle, but either way, they will associate the holi-
day (and Judaism) with family, freedom of choice and happy memories –
which I believe makes it more likely that my grandchildren will love
Judaism, too. 

(Eileen Price is the founder and executive director of Inthe City Camp,
an independent Atlanta Jewish day camp. A wife and mother of four, Eileen
is passionate about connecting young kids to Judaism and the Jewish com-
munity by extending the power of overnight camp to day camp.) 

Add garlic cloves
and salt and pepper
to taste. Drizzle gen-
erously with olive
oil. 

Roast for 35-40
minutes, until just
starting to get crispy
and caramelized. 

* * * * *
APPLES AND HONEY BUNCH

(Recipe by Brittany Fishman Pais) 
No family fathering would be complete without a proper cocktail to

mellow everyone’s mood, right? This recipe is
a family favorite from Brittany Fishman Pais,
whose mother likes to serve this punch to pre-
vent the family “crazies,” as she calls them.
And who doesn’t want to enjoy a festive drink
that incorporates the traditional New Year fla-
vors of apple and honey? Brittany recom-
mends serving this drink with a honey swizzle
stick and a thin slice of apple as garnish. 
Ingredients:
1 quart apple cider
1 quart ginger ale
2 cups honey bourbon
1 or 2 Granny Smith apples, cut into slices
Honey sticks (optional) 
Directions:

Chill apple cider, ginger ale and bourbon (if
using). 

Pour the apple cider, ginger ale and bourbon
into large pitcher or punch bowl and add ice
and apple slices. 

Garnish individual glasses with an apple
slice and honey stick, if desired. 

I won’t force my kids to attend High Holidays services 
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By SHERI SILVER 
(The Nosher via JTA) – Like most Jewish

holidays, Rosh Hashanah brings to mind certain
traditional food customs, the most well-known
being the dipping of apples in honey.

And while a classic apple pie or cake is a love-
ly way to mark our hopes for a sweet new year,
I thought it would be fun to change things up a
bit. These apple and honey pie “pops” are a
cinch to make – and even more fun to eat. They
can be assembled (and frozen) in advance, and
are especially nice to serve for a crowd. No cut-
ting or forks needed!

Even better, you only need a few simple ingre-
dients, yet wind up with something truly deli-
cious – and a little different. Sweet indeed! 

Yield: 12 to 16 pops
Ingredients 
2 Granny Smith apples, peeled and diced
2 Tbsp sugar
2 Tbsp honey
1/4 tsp cinnamon
1/4 tsp salt
1 package (2 crusts) refrigerated pie crusts, set
out at room temperature for 15 minutes
1 egg, beaten with 1 Tbsp water
raw or “sanding” sugar, for sprinkling
Special equipment:
2-3” cookie cutter (or drinking glass)
lollipop sticks 
Directions 

In a medium pan combine the apples, sugar,
honey, cinnamon and salt. Bring to a simmer and
cook over low heat for about 10 minutes, or till
the apples have softened and the juices have
thickened. Remove from heat and let cool.

Preheat oven to 400; line two baking sheets
with parchment paper. Unroll one pie crust on a

work surface. Use your cutter to make as many
circles as you can; place on your prepared bak-
ing sheets. Put a lollipop stick in the center of
each circle, pressing down lightly to secure.
Place a teaspoon of cooled filling on each circle.
Use a pastry brush to brush a bit of the beaten
egg around the edge of each circle.

Unroll the second pie crust and cut out an
equal number of circles to the first crust – place
atop the filled crusts and press lightly to seal.
Crimp the edges with a fork, and make a few
small incisions in the center to allow steam to
escape. Brush tops with the egg and sprinkle
with the raw sugar. (Pops may be frozen at this
point. Reheat directly from the freezer, adjusting
baking time by a few extra minutes).

Bake pops for 20 minutes; transfer trays to
wire racks to cool completely. Serve warm or at
room temperature (pops may be kept tightly
sealed, at room temperature, for 3-5 days).

(Sheri Silver is writer of the blog Donuts,
Dresses and Dirt, where she shares all of her pas-
sions, including baking and cooking, gardening
and shopping, and her adventures in and around
New York with her husband and 3 kids.) 

The Nosher food blog offers a dazzling array
of new and classic Jewish recipes and food
news, from Europe to Yemen, from challah to
shakshuka and beyond. Check it out at
www.TheNosher. com. 

Apple and Honey Pie Pops 
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Wishing All our Friends & Customers a Happy New Year 
 

HIGH HOLIDAYS CATERING LIST 
Order deadlines: Erev Rosh Hashana Tues 8th Sept 4pm,  

Erev Yom Kippur Fri 17th Sept 4pm 
Don’t see what you want? Just ask! All prices/100g unless otherwise stated

POTATO LATKES $1.69/ ~$1.25 ea 

ROASTED TURKEY (CARVING 

AVAILABLE) $0.95/ + $20/bird for carving 

ROASTED CHICKEN $18/bird in 8 pcs 

COOKED SLICED BRISKET $5 

MARINARA TURKEY MEATBALLS or 

SWEET & SOUR MEATBALLS $10.5/dz 

POACHED SALMON $4.39 

CHICKEN SCHNITZEL $3.29 

GEFILTE FISH $3.20/ ~$4.40 ea 

HERRING TID BITS $1.89 

COLESLAW $1.35 

GREEK QUINOA SALAD $2.09 

ROASTED VEGGIES $3.5/person 
 

CHICKEN SOUP (CLEAR, NOODLE or W/ CHICKEN & CARROT $7.45/0.75L +$0.95/matzo ball) 

KREPLACH $9.99/dz (MEAT - CHICKEN - VEGETABLE) 

SHMEAR (CH LIVER $2.39 – CH HERRING $2.39 – SALMON SALAD $3.39 – 

CHICKEN SALAD $2.19 – TUNA SALAD $2.19 – EGG SALAD $1.39) 

DIP (HUMMUS $1.79 – GARLIC EGGPLANT $2.30 – SPINACH $2.10 – SMOKED SALMON $3 

– SPICY ROASTED RED PEPPER HUMMUS $2.10 – RED PEPPER $1.89 & MORE) 

SALAD (ORANGE ALMOND $2.7/person – QUINOA & KALE $3.7/person) 

KUGEL 8X8 $18, 9X13 $35 (BUTTERMILK - POTATO – MUSHROOM & ONION – SWEET APPLE) 

KNISHES $10.20-15.50 / 6 pack (MEAT - CHEESE - POTATO – KASHA - SPINACH & FETA) 

BREAD (FOIGEL PLAIN or RAISIN from City Bread or Gunn’s) 

DESSERT (APPLE STREUSEL COFFEE CAKE – HONEY CAKE) 
 

Any one of our staff would be happy to assist you with putting your order together. 

Email aaron@bernsteinsdeli.com or call 204-488-4552 email preferred 

Scheduled City Wide Delivery $15 or free for orders over $100 within 5 km 

1-1700 Corydon Avenue at Lanark in Corydon Village Mall 

For the latest updates    or online at www.bernsteinsdeli.com 
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Mayim Bialik: Being religious isn't
trendy in Hollywood

(JTA) – People of faith
working in Hollywood are
often out of step with the
entertainment industry,
American actress Mayim
Bialik said.

“I think in general it's never
going to be trendy to be obser-
vant or religious in Hollywood
circles,” Bialik, 39, told
Fox411 in an interview broad-
cast over the weekend. 

“There are people I know of
faith and we tend to congre-
gate together. I study Jewish
texts weekly. That's something
really positive to me when
you're a person of faith, it stays
with you all the time.”

Bialik is known in Hollywood as an observant person.
She said she gets a lot of flack for being a modest dresser,
including getting labeled as a prude.

“Being a modest dresser, that for me is a certain amount
of my religious faith – privacy and chastity. Just because I
have a body, doesn’t mean it means to be on display,” she
said.

Bialik also spoke about the “negative attention” she
received on the Internet for her recent visit to Israel. "It
really doesn’t matter what I support or believe the fact that
I'm Jewish and go there is enough – that should be alarm-
ing to most people," she said.

Bialik, who has written for the JTA-affiliated Jewish
parenting site Kveller for the last  five years, plays Amy
Farrah Fowler on the popular sitcom “The Big Bang
Theory.” She recently launched a new website,
GrokNation.com.

Mayim Bialik
“Just because I have
a body, doesn’t
mean it means to be
on display.”



Reviewed by 
BERNIE BELLAN
“The Zone of Interest”
By Martin Amos
Alfred A. Knopf
New York, Toronto
2014
(released in paperback
July, 2015 by Random
House)
320 pages

Before I decide to review a
book I usually like to read
other reviews to see whether
my opinion coincides with
what others have thought
about that book.

In the case of “The Zone of Interest”, by well-known
English writer Martin Amis, I was more than curious to find
out whether this book was as highly thought of as it was by
Time Magazine, which voted it one of the ten best books of
2014.

Interestingly, most of the reviews that I scanned were not as effusive as
Time’s. Many reviewers found Amis’s style off-putting: He mixes German
and English so often in the book that at times it’s quite impenetrable.

But, the overall theme of the book, while not unique, is so unusual as to
put this book into what I would term a new type of Holocaust writing – one
which attempts to treat its characters dispassionately so as to give plausible
explanations for their behaviour.

The last book that I read of this type – and one that I found utterly com-
pelling was “The Kindly Ones”, which I read (and reviewed in this paper)
several years ago. The principal character in that book was a German offi-
cer who happens to be situated at some of the key events and settings of the
Second World War, including Berlin, various death camps and the Russian
Front. That character is able to rationalize his behaviour in ways that, while
utterly disturbing, does go some way to help us to understand the kind of
mindset that certainly affected so many Germans (and other nationalities
who also aided the Germans in their barbaric acts).

So, when it came to reading “The Zone of Interest”, once again I was able
to be put into the position of interested, although certainly incredulous
observer, as I read first-person descriptions of Germans going through the
mundane, and often for them, the arduous tasks of exterminating Jews.

The book has three narrators: Obersturmfuhrer Angelus (Golo) Thomsen,
a mid-level Nazi officer in charge of the Buna-Werke factory at Auschwitz;
camp Kommondant Paul Doll;  and Sonderkommander Zmul (no last name
given). There isn’t a lot of explanation of how Auschwitz came to be built,
nor does Amis go into any detail about the history of the Buna-Werke fac-
tory, so it’s more than a little confusing trying to figure out what Thomsen
is talking about, in particular, as we are thrust directly into his life at the

camp without any
prior explanation who
he is. It turns out that
the I. G. Farben com-
pany had a plan to
develop synthetic rub-
ber at Auschwitz,
using slave labour, but
the plans did not bear
fruition. Thomsen is
assigned to the role of
bureaucratic func-
tionary at what came
to be known as
Auschwitz III
(although it is never
referred to by that
name in the book).

Thomsen is a classic
“Aryan” – tall, blonde
– quite the womaniz-
er, and he has an
obsession with the
wife of the camp com-
mandant, Hannah
Doll. Hannah herself
is totally disinterested
in her psychopathic
husband, Paul, but not
because she’s revolted
by his sadistic nature.
It turns out that she
had been in love with
a Communist in

Germany in the early 1930s who disappears at
the hands of some particularly brutal Nazis,
including the man who would eventually turn
out to be her husband.

Thomsen has an ongoing curiosity in finding
out more about what happened to Hannah Doll’s
ex-lover and from time to time in the book he
pursues that interest.

As for Paul Doll, he is every bit as brutish and
disgusting as one would expect. Several review-
ers have noted his similarity to the character of
Amon Goth, as played by Raif Finnes in the
movie, “Schindler’s List”. (The actual comman-
dant of Auschwitz, Rudolf Hoess, bears little
resemblance to the Paul Doll character. For a
fascinating description of Rudolf Hoess and the
German Jew who eventually found him and
arrested him, read the book “Hans and Rudolf”,
which was published in 2013.)

Doll complains incessantly about the constant
pressure he is put under by his superiors to meet

the never-ending quotas of exterminating Jewish inmates. For him it is
purely a practical matter: fkinding improved methods of execution and dis-
posal of the bodies. The descriptions of the pools of decomposing bodies
are bound to affect any reader, but Amis does a masterful job of rendering
the situation as a logistical problem that Doll has to solve, without ascrib-
ing any sense of moral uncertainty to him in the least.

Is it any easier to comprehend the mindset of an individual who is tasked
with committing crimes of an unspeakable nature when those crimes are
described simply as practical matters of consideration, i.e. how to commit
executions on a mass scale in the most efficient manner possible and then
dispose of the bodies in a likewise efficient manner? As Amis notes in what
is probably the most interesting part of this book, the afterword, there is no
plausible explanation for the Holocaust: “My own inner narrative is one of
chronic stasis, followed by a kind of reprieve. . . . I first read Martin
Gilbert’s classic The Holocaust: The Jewish Tragedy in 1987, and I read it
with incredulity; in 2011 I read it again, and my incredulity was intact and
entire. . . . Between those dates I had worked my way through scores of
books on the subject; and while I might have gained in knowledge, I had
gained nothing at all in penetration. The facts, set down in a historiography
of tens of thousands of volumes, are not in the slightest doubt; but they
remain in some sense unbelievable, or beyond belief, and cannot quite be
assimilated. Very cautiously I submit that part of the exceptionalism of the
Third Reich lies in its unyieldingness, the electric severity with which it
repels our contact and our grip.”

If Thomsen and Doll are typical Nazi functionaries – willing to carry out
orders, perhaps not unquestioningly, but certainly with as much efficiency
and dedication as possible, the third narrator of “The Zone of Interest” is
someone who is absolutely torn over the role into which he has been thrust.
That character is Sonderkommandofuhrer Szmul, the head of a team of
“Sonders,” Jewish prisoners who assist the Nazis in killing and disposing
of their fellow-Jews .

Szmul accepts his role as the head of what must surely have been the
worst imaginable assignment ever devised by anyone in the entire history
of mankind: leading his fellow Jews to their deaths and then disposing of
the bodies. He knows that it is just a matter of time before he, too, will be
consigned to his own death but, in the meantime, he values every last
moment of life. Szmul and Doll have an interesting relationship, with Doll
respecting Szmul even though he cannot bring himself to think of him as
anything more than a cog in his elaborate killing machine.

Ultimately though, Szmul does attain something close to revenge upon
Doll, while Thomsen actually manages to survive the war and become the
quite willing accomplice of the American occupiers, so at least the fate of
each of the three narrators is not left open-ended.

Is “The Zone of Interest” a satire, as other reviewers have described it? I
am not familiar with the other works of Martin Amis to be aable to know
whether this particular novel can well be described as a deliberate satire. I
didn’t detect much that could be thought of as exaggeration or humour in
this novel, although the buffoonery of Paul Doll might be seen in that way,
I suppose. Instead, for me this was an absolutely chilling reminder of how
easy it is for humans to sink into the lowest forms of depravity without
much coaxing. We can ask ourselves over and over again how that is pos-
sible, but as we see in the ongoing horrific acts committed by such groups
as ISIS, while the German Nazis may have taken barbarism to an all-time
low, when we deconstruct the behaviours of individual actors, it’s not all
that difficult to see how quite ordinary humans can, through a variety of
circumstances, motivate themselves to perpetrate acts of indescribable cru-
elty by rationalizing what they are doing as part of a larger project. To that
end “The Zone of Interest” provides some fascinating insights into what
thought processes might have been like on a day-to-day basis, both for the
Nazi perpetrators of genocide – and for some of their victims who, unfor-
tunately were complicit in aiding their Nazi vicitimizers.
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Martin Amis novel treats events of the Holocaust in a somewhat shocking manner

Martin Amos



By EDMON J. RODMAN
LOS ANGELES (JTA) – It’s no miracle that

I know the exact minute that Rosh Hashanah is
coming; my trusty Jewish calendar hanging on
the refrigerator tells me. 

While it doesn’t actually speak to me like my
friend Marcy’s Jewish calendar computer pro-
gram, my old-fashioned paper version not only
provides me the eve of when Rosh Hashanah
begins, Sept. 13, and the precise moment, 6:44
p.m., but a lesson in klal Yisrael, literally “the
whole of Israel.”

And it’s all for free.
Unlike the mezuzah, there is no Torah mandate

saying you need a Jewish calendar in your home,
but try living a Jewish existence without one. In
addition to not knowing the date when someone
texts you an invite to a party on the fifth night of
Hanukkah (Dec. 20), how can you say “I love
you” on Tu b’Av (kind of a Jewish Valentine’s
Day celebrated in
2016, that is 5776, on
Aug. 19, the 15th of
the Hebrew month of
Av) if you don’t know
when it is?

Besides, you proba-
bly have discovered
that the “regular”
Gregorian calendars
sometimes get the
Jewish holidays
wrong or omit them. Sometimes Hanukkah is
reduced to one day; do they think it’s Christmas?

If you’ve ever wondered why Jews always
seem out of time, it could be that our calendar is
a little off. A 12-month strictly lunar calendar, to
adjust to the length of the solar year, is about 11
days shorter. To compensate, the Jewish calendar
uses the lunar calendar with a month added occa-
sionally, standardized by Hillel II in the fourth
century, in case anyone asks.

To the English-speaking ear, the names of the
month sound different, too. Nisan, the month of
Passover, was also used by the Babylonians and
not coined by a Japanese automaker. Iyar, the
month of Israel Independence Day and Lag
b’Omer, is not named for a character created by
A.A. Milne and also is Babylonian. Tishrei is
Babylonian, too (fortunately there isn’t a royal-
ty), and is derived from an Acadian word mean-
ing “beginning,” which makes sense since in that
month is Rosh Hashanah, which literally means
“head of the year.”

Yes, I know that Jewish calendars, especially
the free ones you pick up in grocery stores and
kosher markets in the weeks before Rosh
Hashanah, can be kitschy, filled with dated pho-
tos of Israel, mothballed Judaica and my
favorite, chicken recipes by the month.

But the calendar that I picked up for free at a
cemetery where I was attending a funeral, called
“Communities Far & Wide,” provided me a trip
round the Jewish world.

Saving on airfare, I visited the Jewish commu-
nity of Mauritius in November, Greece in
December (off-season), Norway in March, and
in September, the Namutumba Synagogue in
Uganda, the home of the Abayudaya, the “peo-
ple of Judah – a community practicing full
Jewish observance for close to a century.”

The calendar that my friend Marcy had in her
home this year took her on a different journey.
Titled “Seeing the Beauty in Every Day,” the
calendar from Chai Lifeline was a connection to
her daughter Daniela, who passed away a few
years ago.

Chai Lifeline is a national organization that
helps families “struggling with pediatric illness
or loss,” as its website says. 

Marcy’s family experienced its services first-
hand when their daughter, suffering from famil-

ial dysautonomia, a progressive neurogenetic
disorder to which almost exclusively Ashkenazi
Jews are susceptible, attended Camp Simcha in
the hamlet of Glen Spey, New York. 

Each summer, according to the organization,
400 seriously ill children “are treated to an
unforgettable, medically supervised overnight
camp.”

“She just loved the camp. It was the high point
of her year,” Marcy said.

The calendar, which Marcy receives because
she donates to the organization, in addition to
keeping her on top of the week’s Torah reading
and candle-lighting times, shares a little wisdom
about the difficulty of making hospital visits to
children “in so much pain.” You “see the differ-
ence your visit makes, how you can make chil-
dren smile and laugh again,” the text says.

“We used to get five Jewish calendars in the
mail. Now we’re down to one or two,” said

Marcy, who attributes
the decline to the
growing popularity of
Hebrew calendar pro-
grams like Hebcal,
which she uses on her
computer.

For me, the handiest
Jewish calendar is the
one published every
year here by the
Chevra Kadisha

Mortuary. Printed on both sides of a long piece
of cardboard, it has no travel pictures – but
nonetheless connects you with a journey of some
depth. “Cemeteries-Monuments-Caskets. Pre-
need arrangements available,” it says in bold
type on the bottom.

Yet it helps with arrangements for the living,
too. Free, and available at many kosher estab-
lishments around town, I usually grab a stack to
hand out to friends and family. I rest easy know-
ing in the New Year we will all be on the same
page.

(Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who
writes on Jewish life from Los Angeles. Contact
him at edmojace@gmail.com.)
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At Sobeys Grant Park, we carry specialized Jewish and 
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Chopped Liver
Gefilte Fish
Chicken Soup (Clear)
Meat Kreplach
Roast Turkey - Whole
Roast Turkey - Sliced
Apricot Honey Chicken
Chicken Fingers
Chicken Schnitzel
Veal Schnitzel
Garlic Brisket
Sweet & Sour Meatballs
BBQ Short Ribs
Sweet Kugel
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Save a fridge magnet for must-have Jewish calendar

Besides, you probably have dis-
covered that the “regular”

Gregorian calendars sometimes
get the Jewish holidays wrong or
omit them. Sometimes Hanukkah

is reduced to one day; do they
think it’s Christmas?



For anyone who knew Fred Glazerman of
blessed memory, you would recall a guy who
was truly one of a kind. Growing up in an envi-
ronment with a father who was so widely known
and who reached into the lives of so many could
present problems for some kids. But if so, you
would never know it from Fred’s son, Daniel
Glazerman. Daniel has made his own mark
though he is ever aware of the impact his father

and his grandparents had on him - especially in the entreprenuerial area.
Daniel grew up in the south end of Winnipeg, attending Ramah Hebrew

School and later, public school. He spent his youth active in various orga-
nizations and in particular BBYO. That kind of involvement might have
been the trigger for his later career. What pushed Glazerman was the strong
work ethic of his parents, Fred and Phillipa (Sharagge). Thus, Glazerman’s
summers were spent cutting lawns at Winnipeg Beach, selling falafel on
Broadway, and working while at the University of Manitoba. 

Glazerman attribut-
es the success of his
early 20’s to his work-
ing in the office of the
Winnipeg Jets (ver-
sion 1), and the influ-
ence of two key peo-
ple in the Jets owner-
ship then:  Barry
Shenkarow and Har-
vey Secter. What they
were able to do for
Glazerman was to get
him focused. They
saw potential and
wanted him to realize
that potential. That
experience working
for the Winnipeg Jets

was a beginning for Glazerman in a
way: His innate sales ability to sell
in a structured environment was
developed. 

And then another opportunity
came along for Glazerman with
LGM Graphics,  a company that
offered Daniel a very promising
long term future position. Workign
for that company  enabled him to
work in Winnipeg, yet travel to the
U.S. - an enticing offer for a guy in
his 20s. In the 1990s Glazerman
had an even better job offer present-
ed to him, and  he made the move to
Toronto where he remains. One
opportunity led to another and soon
Daniel saw a chance to do what he
was well suited for in every respect:
He went into the investment busi-
ness. He was a follower of the mar-
kets, had invested on his own and,
even with a few hard lessons, he
was ready to go for his Canadian

Securities License with the objective of entering the financial services busi-
ness. 

Glazerman completed the Canadian Securities Course and sought to find
a place to work where he could utilize his connections built over a period
of 20 years - along with the Glazerman gift of the gab. He soon struck upon
the firm of Evans Investment Counsel, a boutique wealth counsel house
which manages high end individuals and families. That relationship with
Evans, begun in 2011, is now five years old. The  firm has grown fast to a
point today where it manages assets  over $1.2 billion for about 250 fami-
lies. What Glazerman has been focused on doing for his clients is to estab-
lish a feeling of trust, a commodity so critical in a business where so much
money is involved. As well, Glazerman has since completed his Charter
Management designation and is an active member of the Estate Planning
Council of Toronto. Moreover, Daniel recognizes the importance of giving
back. He sits on the Professional Advisory Committee of the UJA for
Greater Toronto and, as well, is active in raising money for the Community
Chabad. 

Through all of this and behind Daniel’s upward move has been his wife
Lauren and his children, Fara and Hartley. Glazerman is also quick to
acknowledge the importance of his Winnipeg days - which continue to the
present. He still has his mother living in Winnipeg along with other fami-
ly members and a wide network of friends. Winnipeg grounded Glazerman
and still keeps him rooted. Of this one can be sure. Father Fred would be
very proud.

Daniel Glazerman - following his own path
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By

GERRY POSNER

Ben and Jerry support the Iran deal
By GABE FRIEDMAN

(JTA) – Ben Cohen and Jerry Greenfield, the men behind the iconic
Ben & Jerry’s ice cream brand, have never shied away from politics. For
instance, they recently endorsed fellow Jew Sen. Bernie Sanders for pres-
ident (and even toyed with the idea of giving the Independent from
Vermont his own original ice cream flavor).

This week the frozen confection legends dipped their toes into one of
the most hotly contested issues of the day among Jews: the Iran nuclear
deal.

Cohen and Greenfield wrote in an email newsletter from the liberal
nonprofit policy group MoveOn that they support the agreement because
they believe it will keep the United States “out of another war in the
Middle East.”

“This agreement is the only peaceful way to keep Iran from obtaining
nuclear weapons. And it’s a critical test for what sort of nation we’re
going to be,” they wrote in the Wednesday newsletter. “As Senator
Bernie Sanders says, ‘the test of a great nation is not how many wars it
can engage in, it is how it can resolve international conflicts in a peace-
ful manner.’”

Cohen and Greenfield also explained that they have launched a “donor
strike” against Democratic lawmakers who have come out against the
deal. Those who sign the donor strike petition through MoveOn pledge to
withhold donations to Democrats who have said they will vote against the
deal, such as Jewish New York Sen. Chuck Schumer.

“MoveOn members collectively contribute boatloads of money to
Democrats each year – mostly in modest chunks like $5, $25, or $50,”
Cohen and Greenfield wrote. “But it adds up to millions.”

As of Wednesday, Cohen and Greenfield said that 25,000 MoveOn
members had signed the pledge and agreed to withhold a collective $11
million. Maybe the strikers are putting that money instead toward buying
pints of Ben & Jerry’s Cherry Garcia or Chunky Monkey. 

Daniel Glazerman



By CNAAN LIPHSHIZ
SALZBURG, Austria (JTA) – At one of this

Alpine city’s finest hotels, an Argentinean Jew in
a priest’s vestments is waltzing with a Jewish
transgender woman from New York.

Nearby, an African-American Jew is swaying
to the sounds of Johann Strauss while embracing
a bearded man from Hungary. Spectators from
22 countries gather around in colorful costumes
to watch those brave enough to dance.

The scene last week at the Hotel Schloss
Leopoldskron in Salzburg was a highlight of a
three-day conference for some 70 young Jewish
lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender activists
from around the world. They gathered to launch
an international Jewish gay organization called
Eighteen:22 – a reference to the passage in
Leviticus prohibiting gay sex – just two weeks
after the deadly stabbing of a 16-year-old girl at
the Jerusalem gay pride parade.

The tragedy hung over the gathering. There
was a commemoration ceremony for the victim,
Shira Banki, and passionate fulminations against
Israel’s government for failing to stop the perpe-
trator, Yishai Schlissel. A haredi Orthodox fanat-
ic, he recently had been released from jail for
stabbing three people at the same parade in 2005.

Yet the Salzburg conference, which was orga-
nized by Eighteen:22 founder Robert Saferstein as
part of the Connection Points program of the
Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family Foundation,
was no solemn affair. Participants came to network,
strategize and celebrate recent advances in the fight
for LGBT acceptance in Jewish circles.

Jewish communities around the world are see-
ing a shift toward greater acceptance of LGBT
Jews in tandem with greater acceptance of gays
within wider society.

Gay-friendly legislation in Europe, Israel and the
United States – where this week a Jewish woman
became the first openly transgender White House
official – is “setting the tone for the same move-
ment within Jewish communities, which are not
islands,” said Hannah Elyse Simpson, a Jewish
transgender woman from New York. “The direc-
tion we are heading is
clear and irreversible,
but is raising fierce
opposition.”

At the dance,
Simpson wore a
painted beard as a
tribute to Conchita,
the transgender
Austrian whose victo-
ry at the 2014
Eurovision Song
Contest highlighted
Austria’s embrace of
gays. This year
Vienna unveiled gay-
themed stoplights at
central pedestrian
crossings.

Tamas Buchler, a
gay rights and Jewish
community activist
from Budapest, said
that despite rising
xenophobia in his
native Hungary,
“these days gay men
can walk around hand
in hand around the
capital with little
fear.” That would
have been unthink-
able 20 years ago, he
noted.

Last year, the Jewish Community of Budapest
elected as its CEO a 36-year-old convert to
Judaism, David Schwezoff, despite opposition
by hardliners who said he was gay because he
used to perform at a cross-dressing club.
Chalking his crossdressing up to youthful follies,
he denied being gay.

“We still have a long way to go before we
catch up to Austria,” Buchler said, “but that’s
where we are heading.”

In Mexico, Eli Nassau founded Guimel, the
first openly LGBT Jewish initiative in the coun-
try, in 2012.

“Our group had two precursors in 1994 and in
2009, but they were almost secret societies,” Nassau
said. “That we now have events, sometimes with
the Jewish community, is a sign of the times.”

Of the countries represented at the conference,
only Israel, the United States and Canada have
organizational frameworks specifically for reli-
gious LGBT Jews.

It has been a tough summer for the LGBT
community in Israel, despite the strides gays
have made generally in the Jewish state. Two
days prior to the parade stabbing, two men
severely beat three transgender women sitting at
a café in Haifa, nearly gouging out one woman’s
eye. In June, a transgender woman was beaten
and hit with food at Tel Aviv’s Azrieli mall.

These incidents are part of a rising tide of hate
crimes in Israel, according to the Tel Aviv-based
Nir Katz Center against LGBT Violence. Its
2014 report documented dozens of physical
assaults against LGBT individuals, and hun-
dreds more incidents of discrimination.

“It has been a horrible year. But, in parallel,

gay Israelis are becoming better organized and
legally equipped to deal with the attacks, with
new allies coming out in their defense,” Gal
Ochovsky, an Israeli gay rights advocate and
award-winning director of the films “The
Bubble” and “Walk on Water,” said at the con-
ference in Austria.

He noted the creation of the Nir Katz watchdog
group in 2012, and the fact that Israel’s defense
minister, Moshe Yaalon, published a string of
videos supporting the LGBT community ahead
of elections in March.

The parade stabbing led to some positive con-
sequences, too. Following the stabbing,
Jerusalem’s chief rabbi, Aryeh Stern, posed for
pictures with one of the six victims.

This was “an extremely powerful expression
of solidarity that the murder prompted,” said
Robert Saferstein, an Ohio-born Jew who orga-
nized the conference and founded Eighteen:22.
“While the murder exposed the depth of hatred,
it also made many Orthodox rabbis defend
LGBT people’s right to safety and dignity.”

(The Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family
Foundation sponsored Cnaan Liphshiz’s trip to
Austria. It had no role in the writing or editing of
this story.) 

Is LGBT acceptance around the world lifting the tide for gay Jews?
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Contact Dale Yuel
our Director of Catering

at 694-2837
dale@thegatesonroblin.com

for more details.
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Jewish communities around the
world are seeing a shift toward

greater acceptance of LGBT Jews
in tandem with greater accep-

tance of gays within wider society.



By URIEL HEILMAN
(JTA) – When Ali Martell’s eldest daughter reached school age, Martell and

her husband both assumed she’d go to a Jewish day school, as they had.
And for a while, she did. But after the couple’s two younger children started

school, too, the Martells began to feel overburdened by tuition. They couldn’t
afford to send their kids to the summer camp of their choice, replace their aging
minivan or go to Israel for a cousin’s bar mitzvah. So three years ago, they pulled
their kids out of their Toronto Jewish day school and enrolled them in public
school. But this fall, Martell’s kids are all going back to Jewish day schools.

“My husband I were both happy that we had a bit of financial flexibility, but
we were really missing the Jewish day school system,” Martell told JTA. “We

just didn’t feel connected to
the community like the way
our kids were when we were
in Jewish day schools.”

The last straw came on
Israeli Independence Day
this past May, when Martell
found herself teary eyed
watching her friends’ day
school kids marching down a
blocked-off street wearing
Israel’s blue and white. For
her kids, Yom Haatzmaut
was just a regular school day.

“As a family, we were all
feeling that little piece was
missing from our lives,”
Martell said.

The Martells are among the
many Jewish families who
are making the switch this
fall from public school to
Jewish day school. Though
precise data about such stu-
dents doesn’t exist, record-
keeping at the Avi Chai
Foundation suggests that the

annual number of switchover students is at least in the hundreds: In the last year
alone, Avi Chai was aware of 200 or so public school children switching to
Jewish high school.

While transferring the opposite direction, from Jewish day school to public
school, is probably more common and has an obvious financial benefit, there are
a variety of factors motivating families to go the other way.

Many do so for the same reason families choose Jewish day school from the
get-go: because they value a Jewish education. Without the financial means,
some families opt to split their kids’ education between public school in the early
years, then Jewish day school once they’re older (or vice versa).

For others, the decision can be motivated as much by “push” factors – such as
the shortcomings of the local public schools – as “pull” factors, like the benefits
of full-time Jewish education.

“Some people who transition to Jewish day schools are transitioning out of
public school because they’ve decided the public school system doesn’t work for
them,” said Marc Kramer, executive director of RAVSAK, a network of 135
community Jewish day schools. “They perceived the quality of the public school
education is not high, or their child excels in certain areas in ways the school can-
not serve those needs.”

Andrea Askowitz, a mother in Miami, said she switched her kids into a Jewish
day school only because her local public school, Sunset Elementary, was way too
rigorous. “I wasn’t drawn to the Jewishness, just drawn away from the inhu-
manity,” Askowitz said.

Some parents don’t realize what they’re missing until their child already is in pub-
lic school and the parents gradually become aware of the importance of having their
kid in a Jewish environment – to say nothing of the benefits of a formal Jewish edu-
cation, Kramer said. He recalled one public school father whose “aha moment”
came halfway through a Passover seder, when he observed with disbelief how his
friend’s day school-educated kids seemed capable of leading the seder.

“They see their friends’ kids, and they see they’re happy, excelling, building
competency in Hebrew,” Kramer said. “They have the realization that unless
you’re in this game you can’t play beyond the beginner level.”

Northwest Yeshiva High School, the only modern Orthodox high school in the
Seattle area, usually gets a few students every year from public schools. Melissa
Rivkin, the school’s advancement director, says many come from families who
would have preferred Jewish education throughout but just couldn’t afford it.

“They either are from families who save until high school and then will put
their kids in a Jewish school in high school because those are very pivotal years
in a teenager’s life and they want them to have Jewish values, Jewish education,
Jewish friends,” Rivkin said. “Or, they are kids who were in public school and
didn’t like it – maybe it was too big, or the social group was too fragmented –
and they’re looking at our school more as a community environment.”

Some enroll simply because they want the benefits of a small school, like
access to teachers and fewer students in each classroom; Northwest Yeshiva has
only 60 students in total.

For Barret Gruber Harr, a Reform Jew whose two daughters are switching this
fall from public school to Hillel Day School near Detroit, the decision to switch
was a convergence of considerations. She and her husband weren’t happy with
their kids’ local public school, which had denied her eldest daughter’s diagnosis
of attention deficit hyperactivity disorder. They had considered Hillel two years
ago when they moved to the area from Dallas, but they were put off by its seem-
ing Orthodoxy. Then they learned from friends that Hillel recently had undergone
a philosophical change, and they took a second look. Initially skeptical, they fell
in love with the school almost immediately. Harr, who is getting a master’s
degree in Jewish education, says Hillel appears to be doing everything right.

“Every class we went in the kids were deeply engaged, the teachers were
charismatic,” she said of her tour of the school. “They’re really cultivating 21st-

century learners, and to really love Jewish values, and teaching collaboratively
and creatively. I was crying by the end of the tour. I will eat ramen for the rest of
my life so my kids can go to this school.”

Miriam Greenstein, who lives in the Northeast, decided to make the switch this
year for her oldest daughter, who is entering the sixth grade. She had been at a
Hebrew charter school, a publicly funded school, but Greenstein decided that
having excellent Hebrew-language studies and Jews among her peers just was-
n’t enough.

“This is her bat mitzvah year. She’s missing out on the Jewish part of her edu-
cation, and that’s important to us,” Greenstein said. “When it’s Purim, I want her
to feel like it’s Purim that day. When it’s Chanukah, I want her to feel it’s
Chanukah all week long. You’re not going to get that in a public school. And
that’s an experience I want my daughter to have.”

Why some public school parents are switching to Jewish day schools
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By HELAINE DENENBERG
(Kveller via JTA) – A number of years ago, my husband and I assumed

we had decided to send our children to Jewish day school. We are a “frum
Conservative” family. We keep kosher. We observe Shabbat. No work or
school on Jewish holidays, either. The kind of family that – for sure – sends
their kids to day school.

When our oldest child was in preschool, I began bringing him to pro-
grams at the local day school intended for prospective students. Soon
enough, we found ourselves applying to that same school for admission –
and for financial aid. The financial aid process was excruciatingly stress-
ful. After filling out the forms, we found ourselves wondering how on earth
we would pay for 13 years of day school tuition for three children.

So, we decided not to do it. And we have no regrets.
Our experiences in public schools over the past six years have been won-

derful. When curious friends and acquaintances ask us how our religious
observance works with having our children in public school, we can hon-
estly tell them that we haven’t had any difficulties. 

The teachers and staff have been respectful and helpful in every case.
One first grade teacher called us during the school day to make sure our son
was permitted to eat the treat that she had brought into the classroom. Some
teachers have given our children their assignments in advance of holidays,
while others have helped them catch up afterwards, either during the school
day or after school. But more than the ease of our observance, what strikes
me most about our boys’ school district are the values that are woven into
everyday learning. In elementary school, students are taught to “fill each
others’ buckets” with kindness. They are taught to respect one another.
They are taught to stand up for other kids against bullies. 

In both elementary school and middle school, students are taught to give
back to the community with meaningful fundraisers throughout the year.
One of my favorite examples of this is “Hat Day” at the middle school. If
a student brings in a canned good or $1 for the local food bank, he or she
may wear a crazy hat for the day. The kids are fully engaged in this type of
giving. And by the time kids reach high school, they have mandatory com-
munity service – service is an obligation.

For our children, there really is no identity conflict. All three feel a strong
connection to their public school community, where they are fully engaged
with an interesting and diverse group of kids. Yet all three have strong
Jewish identities. Two of our boys proudly practiced writing their Hebrew
letters during free-choice time in their kindergarten year. Two of our kids
chose important Jewish role models – Leonard Bernstein and Marc Chagall
– for school biography projects. 

At home, one boy loves reading and rereading his Torah stories (in trans-
lation), trying to absorb every detail that he can. All three boys film and edit
home movies reenacting the Passover story. (Our 6-year-old plays a mean
Pharaoh!)

Some might argue that our kids’ Hebrew would be more fluent and their
Jewish learning would be more extensive in a day school environment. And
they are correct, of course. But there are plenty of years ahead for taking
on such challenges. For now, our boys are learning to navigate their Jewish
identities in a secular world – a skill that will surely serve them well in
years to come.

(Helaine Denenberg works and volunteers in the public school system in
her suburban Boston town.) 

Kveller is a thriving community of women and parents who convene
online to share, celebrate and commiserate their experiences of raising
kids through a Jewish lens. Visit Kveller.com.

The Jewish value of public school education
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Some might argue that our kids’ Hebrew would be
more fluent and their Jewish learning would be

more extensive in a day school environment. And
they are correct, of course. But there are plenty of

years ahead for taking on such challenges. For
now, our boys are learning to navigate their Jewish
identities in a secular world – a skill that will surely

serve them well in years to come.
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Please e-mail obituaries to jewishp@mymts.net
All obituaries in The Jewish Post & News are

also posted to our website at
http://www.jewishpostandnews.ca.

There is no extra charge for this service.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER  2

IDA GLIMCHER
Ida Glimcher, passed

away peacefully on Au-
gust 8, 2015. She was just
a few weeks away from
her 91 st birthday. Ida was
predeceased by her lov-
ing husband Don, in 2012.
She leaves behind sons
Manuel (Cheryl), and
Morris, and granddaugh-
ter Sarah Malka.

Ida was born in
Pruchnik, Poland on Au-
gust 27, 1924. She was

brought up in a very religious family, however her life
and family were shattered by the war. She spent many
years hiding in various places and in 1947 met her
beloved Don, and they were married. They moved to
Winnipeg in 1948, and Montreal in 1949. Ida taught
kindergarten in Montreal, and then Calgary in 1950. In
1952, Don and Ida returned to Winnipeg, and Ida raised
her two sons, while assisting Don in the family busi-
ness

Don and Ida loved travelling and had great memories
of vacations in Miami, and Hawaii. Ida loved music,
and enjoyed singing Yiddish songs to the staff at the
Simkin Center, while sharing her love of the Jewish
culture. The family wishes to thank the staff of Weinberg
One for their tender loving care and friendship during
her stay and to the companions who cared for her.
Donations can be made to Gwen Sector Community
Center or a charity of your choice.

HAROLD LLOYD KAPLAN
September 9, 1929 - June 13, 2015

A warm, gentle and lov-
ing man left this earth af-
ter a long struggle with
his health. He was 85
years old. Harold was pre-
deceased by his parents
Isadore and Mary Kaplan;
his brother Phil; his sister
Dorothy; and his first wife
Reva.

Harold is survived by
his loving wife of 29
years, Sonia. His legacy

lives on in his children, Karen (Ray), Debbie (David),
Robyn (Ron), Neil (Kim) and James and his grandchil-
dren, Eric, Lynn, Colin, Rebecca, Aaron and Justine.
For the last 20 years, Harold was a loving Zaida to
many foster children.

Harold grew up in the North end of Winnipeg during
the depression. These years proved critical in shaping
the man he became, loyal, hard working and non-
judgmental. Devotion and caring for his family often
surpassed his own needs. As a proud grandfather, he
attended countless football, soccer, music and ballet
recitals and plays. He “schepped naches” simply by
being with his family.

His love of sports was evident through his gymnastic
skills at the YMHA as one of the “Four Horsemen”. At
St. John’s Tech, he played football and became a
Kicker for the Rams. In later years he loved watching
all types of sports on TV.

After suffering the loss of his first wife Reva in 1979,
Harold continued to work full time as an Accountant as
well as becoming the sole loving parent to his young
children.

It was this warmth, gentleness and compassion that
attracted Sonia and culminated their marriage in 1986.
Together they forged a life of mutual understanding
and sharing. That sharing included Harold’s children
and grandchildren.

Sonia and Harold enjoyed travelling and he ulti-
mately achieved his personal goal of travelling to
Israel. At home, many a Saturday night was spent with
friends, enjoying B’nai B’rith’s Yachad Couples Group.
Thursday afternoon was games’ day with the boys.

In the spirit of giving, Harold donated generously to
a variety of charities.

His funeral took place, Monday, June 15, 2015 at
12:30 from Etz Chayim Synagogue, with burial at the
Hebrew Sick Cemetery.

Pallbearers were Eric, Colin, Aaaron, Ray, Ron, and
Sam Plucer (Calgary). Honourary pallbearer was David
Pinsky.

Harold was a true “mensch”, soft spoken, caring,
who lived life with dignity. His lifetime of dedication
and self sacrifice served as a monument to the exem-
plary life he lead. He will be sorely missed.

We laugh, we cry...
We remember a wonderful guy...

RIVIAN LILLIAN RUSKIN
(nee CHMELNITSKY)

November 23, 1938 - June 14, 2015
It is with great sadness

we announce the passing
of our beloved mother and
grandmother, Rivian
Ruskin, on June 14, 2015,
at St. Boniface Hospital,
at the age of 76, after a
courageous battle with
cancer.

Left to cherish her
memory are loving
daughters, Kayla (Neil)

Dawson and Eileen Ruskin; and grandsons, Cole and
Blair Dawson, and many nieces, nephews, cousins and
friends. Rivian was predeceased by her loving husband
of 53 years, Robert, in August 2012; mother Katie; and
siblings, Esther, Sylvia, Abe, Blanche, Harry, Gertie
and Jack.

Rivian was born in Winnipeg and had a career as a
legal secretary for nearly 50 years, working for her
brother Jack and longtime friend Al McGregor. A true
matriarch, Rivian loved spending time with family and
friends and making memories; that was most important
to her.

Funeral services were held graveside on June 16 at
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery. Pallbearers were Neil
Dawson, Cole Dawson, Blair Dawson, Arthur
Chapman, Marshall Ruskin and Larry Ruskin.

The family thanks Dr. Dawn-Lynn McTaggart,
CancerCare Manitoba and staff of the St. Boniface
Palliative Care Unit for the excellent care Rivian re-
ceived.

Donations can be made in Rivian’s memory to the St.
Boniface Palliative Care Ward, CancerCare Manitoba
or the charity of your choice.

Rivie will be deeply missed and remembered with
love by her family and friends.

LUBA RUTMAN
Luba passed away

peacefully on August 18,
2015 surrounded by her 3
children, after a full and
challenging life.

She and her 3 brothers
survived the holocaust by
leaving their home in
Losice, Poland when it
was invaded during WW-
II. However, her parents
and 5 sisters who re-
mained did not survive.
She ended up in a Sibe-
rian work camp where she
met her husband Fiszel

(deceased on August 13, 1995) and where her son
Leonard was born. After the war she and her brothers
were in a German camp for the displaced and Alta was
born there. The family moved to Israel and then to
Winnipeg (via Italy) where Sidney was born.

Luba made the best of her difficult circumstances as
she was driven by pure perseverance and a desire to
provide a good life to her family. Despite all the
difficulties she lived to almost 100 and was able to take
pleasure in the accomplishments of her family. Luba
left behind a devoted family of three children -
Leonard(Lucyna), Alta (Ken), Sid; six grandchildren -
Elisa(Scott), Jennifer(Brad), Marshall(Mara),
Shawn(Debbie), Richard(Robin), Jana(Bryant); and
eleven great grandchildren - Drew, Ben, Paige, Ethan,
Dessa Rose, Phoenix, Ava, Leah, Micah, Lev and
Cobi. Luba truly had a unique personality that would
take too many words to describe.

While she was always proud about the accomplish-
ments of her family, our mother always remembered
the parents and five sisters she lost in the war - right
until the final days of her life.

We will never forget our mother and will miss her
deeply.

We would like to thank all the staff at the Sharon
Home who helped my mother. I know they hold a
special spot in their hearts for her even though she was
always pointing her finger telling all them how to do
their job.

Donations can be made to a preferred charity or to
The Simkin Centre where she was well served for
almost 12 years.

Unveiling

The family of the late

JACK LEVIT
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, September 20, 2015
at 2:00 p.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park

In loving memory of

AL BLOOMFIELD
who passed away

September 17, 2011
19 days in Elul, 5771

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Faye,
children Lynn (Hymie) and
Kerry (Gail); grandsons Hart,
Evan, and Rory; family and
friends.

In Memoriam

4th Yahrzeit
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In loving memory of our beloved
husband, father, grandfather

and great-grandfather

SIMON

BERENHAUT
who passed away

September 24, 2000
24 Days in Elul

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Lisa,
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY

BLUMENTHAL
13th Elul, 5738

He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Rochelle, Susan, Heather,
Brian and Jennifer, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EDITH BRODSKY

who passed away
September 11, 1998

21 Days in Elul
— Always remembered by her
family.

In Memoriam

In memory of

HOWARD PAUL

GOLDBERG
who passed away

September 11, 1993
25 days in Elul

They say time heals all sorrow
And helps us to forget
But time so far has only
shown us
How much we miss you yet.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his family and
friends.

10th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL

GUTKIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24th Day in Elul

Always in our thoughts, we deeply cherish the memories we have
of each of them.
— Forever Loved and Honoured in the Hearts and Lives of their
Children, Grandchildren and Great-Grandchildren.

In loving memory of

DOROTHY

GUTKIN
who passed away
October 5, 2005

2nd Day in Tishrei

In loving memory of our dear
mother and grandmother

COOKIE

(AMELIA)

ISENBERG
who passed away

September 25, 2005
21 Days in Elul

Mom you are always on our
minds and forever in our hearts.
— Love your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
10th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISAAC

JESIERSKI
who passed away

September 19, 2008
19 Days in Elul

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JUDGE EDWIN

KIMELMAN
who passed away
September 2, 2007

Just as you were you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day
— Your loving wife Zel,
children and grandchildren.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother &
great-grandmother

MRS. MARY

ROSE KLEIMAN
who passed away
August 31, 1964
22 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DANIEL

KRINDLE
January 6, 1940 -

September 20, 2014
— Forever remembered by

family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ROCHEL DINAH

(RUTH)

LABOVITCH A”H
who passed away

23 Elul 5771
September 22, 2011

— Remembered always and
greatly missed, she will be in
our hearts forever.
   Her  husband Irvin,
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, sister
Susan and family.

4th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HEATHER

LAUREN

LEVINE
who passed away
September 6, 2012

19 Days in Elul
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her mother
Penny Rossman, father
Norman Levine, sister  Robyn,
niece Savanna and nephew
Riley.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

NATHAN

MITCHELL
who passed away

September 18, 1973
21 Days in Elul

— Ever remembered and
always missed by Sandy, Alan,
and family.

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

HAROLD H.

MOSTOW
Oct. 4, 1925 - Sept. 21, 2003

Such a Mensch!
Alive in our hearts forever.
We love you and miss you
—  Your wife Lillian, children,
grandchildren, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

IRENE

RABINOVITCH
who passed away
September 1, 1959

28 Days in Av, 5719
—Ever remembered by her
children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

DAVID RUBIN
who passed away
September 3, 2010

24 Days in Elul
—Always remembered and
sadly missed by brother
Harold, sister-in-law Sandra,
sister Lillian and brother-in-
law Jordan Cohen and
families.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARA

SIMOVITCH
who passed away
September 7, 2000

8 days in Elul
Sadly missed along lifes way
Quietly remembered every day
No longer in our hearts to share
But in our hearts she is always there
With aches in our hearts
and tears in our eyes
we light the fifteenth candle
in your beautiful memory.
— Always remembered with
much love & sadly missed by
your children Sandra, Ean,
Harvey, Rona, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren & family.
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In Memoriam

In loving memory of our
husband, father and

grandfather

ASCHER (RICK)

SOLOMON
who passed away

September 20, 2003
23 Days in Elul

We miss you more and more
each day
The pain in our heart is hard to
heal but for all the beautiful
memories and love you gave
us, you will be with us forever.
— Your wife Rica, son Noel
(Andie), Rachel Alexa and Eli,
daughter Carole (David), Hart
and Matthew.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER  9

— Ever remembered by your children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

LEIBLE ANTEL

August 11, 1987
16 Days in Av

VITTEL ANTEL

September 27, 1987
4 Days in Tishrei

who passed away

In Memoriam

31st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVING

BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

There was no time to say goodbye,
The day you went away,
You left us so suddenly,
Thirty-one years ago today,
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know,
Nothing can be more beautiful,
Than memories we have of you,
To us you're somone special,
and God must have thought so too.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH BURKE
who passed away

September 16, 1974
29 Days in Elul, 5734

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of our dear one we lost and
will never forget.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
who passed away

September 20, 1998
29 Days in Elul

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by wife Shelley,
children Daniel, Naomi,
Aaron & Leah, loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

of my dad

HARVEY LEON

PFEFFER
Some people come into our
lives and quickly go.
Others stay for a while, leave
footprints on our hearts and
we are never the same.
— Naomi

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS

SCHEIMAN
who passed away

September 22, 1995
27 Days in Elul, 5756

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by his daughters
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDDIE

SHINDLEMAN
who passed away

September 19, 1998
28 Days in Elul, 5758

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

10th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENDL STERN
who passed away
October 4, 2005
1 Day in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife
Chana.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ISRAEL WISE
who passed away

September 18, 2006
26 days in Elul

— Truly loved and deeply
missed by wife Marion;
children Elaine and Francine;
grandsons Nathan, David,
Jonathan, and Joshua; and
family.

Op-Ed: How synagogues can
prioritize disability inclusion

this High Holiday season
By JAY RUDERMAN

(JTA) – With the High Holidays just around
the corner, Jews all over the world will be asking
themselves how they can lead more meaningful
and moral lives. Synagogue communities, too,
will be asking themselves how they can become
more holy and inclusive communities.

In my years of involvement with disability
inclusion, I’ve observed that change often
occurs because a rabbi, a professional or a lay
leader understands the value of inclusion of all
people and makes it a priority. If there ever
was a time for leaders to step up to the plate
and help their synagogues become more inclu-
sive – to welcome diverse people with varying
abilities and find a place for them in the com-
munity – it’s during the Days of Awe.

Liz Offen, director of New England Yachad,
an Orthodox Union-affiliated organization that
works toward the inclusion of people with dis-
abilities in Jewish life, said that the High
Holidays seem almost designed to raise aware-
ness of people with disabilities. “Every aspect
of the high holiday experience is infused with
rituals that draw on the senses,” she said.
“From the food we eat, to the sound and vibra-
tions of the shofar, we are reminded of the var-
ied ways people experience life.”

So how can congregations take advantage of
this calling to become more inclusive commu-
nities?

The obvious answer is that they can imple-
ment best practices in making their physical
spaces more inclusive for people with disabil-
ities. They can print books with larger text,
embrace hearing loop technologies to assist
people who are hard of hearing, train ushers to
recognize and assist people with disabilities,
make every part of the building wheelchair

accessible, and establish an inclusion committee to continually expand
inclusive practices.

The broader answer is that they can demonstrate leadership and work
to create a powerful culture of inclusion among congregants so that inclu-
sion pervades all aspects of congregational life, and thereby change basic
attitudes toward people with disabilities.

Ed Frim, an inclusion specialist at United Synagogue of Conservative
Judaism, said that true inclusion goes much deeper than making syna-
gogue life accessible. “Inclusive congregations are mindful of everyone
who is part of the community,” he said. “They establish a culture that
takes for granted that all, including those with disabilities, have the right
to fully participate as part of the congregation.”

“It’s not just about training ushers to be welcoming to people with disabil-
ities and helping them find their way, it’s about turning the entire congrega-
tion into ushers, who seek to create a welcoming environment,” he said.

Just as important as building a culture of inclusion is affecting a shift in
attitude about how we think of disabilities. Rabbi Noah Cheses of Shaarei
Shomayim Congregation in Toronto recalls an aha moment when his per-
spective on disabilities changed from seeing just the disability to seeing
the whole person.

A senior in high school had come to speak at a retreat Cheses was
attending. The student had a muscular disorder that required him to be in
a wheelchair. It was clear from the moment he began speaking that this
charismatic young man was not defined by his disability.

“He asked us to take out a piece of paper and make a list of [perceived]
personal shortcomings ...,” recounted Rabbi Cheses. “We were then
instructed to introduce ourselves to the person next to us in the following
way: “Hi, my name is X, and I have such and such ….”

“For a moment, I felt what it was like to be identified by my personal
limitations…as if my passions and talents were being overshadowed and
pushed aside by something beyond my control.”

It was that realization, among others, that motivated Rabbi Cheses to
seek change in his congregation. The congregation made physical
changes – among other things, it built an accessible ark – but the rabbi
also sought to make spiritual changes and help his congregants experi-
ence the same aha moment that he had at the retreat.

Indeed, it is these spiritual changes – viewing all of God’s people as
bringing unique contributions to the world – that can turn a congregation
from a collection of people to a holy community. This time of reflection
and renewal provides the perfect moment for such a shift to take place.

(Jay Ruderman is President of the Ruderman Family Foundation, which
focuses on the inclusion of people with disabilities in our society. The foun-
dation is holding the 2015 Ruderman Inclusion Summit Nov. 1-2 in Boston.
Registration information is available here. He’s on Twitter @jayruderman.)



It’s that time
of the year that I
often refer to as
the overlap sea-
son. Major
L e a g u e
Baseball is
about a month
away from
play-off time

leading to the 2015 World Series. The
Canadian Football League is half-way into its three-down-game and
National Hockey League camps open in about a dozen sleeps just around
the same time that National Football League teams commence their annu-
al mayhem on September 10th.

And so, in the inimitable words of American ring announcer for boxing
and pro wrestling, Michael Buffer, “Let’s Get Ready to Rumble !!!”

First, out of respect, let’s  begin with a familiar 59-year-old mentor who
was the NFL’s first Jewish head coach since Marv Levy retired in 1997.
Alas, the former head honcho of the CFL Montreal Alouettes, MARC
TRESTMAN, lasted but two seasons with the Chicago Bears.

You see, on December 29th last, there was a total house cleaning in the
Windy City which also, interestingly, included team GM Phil Emery who
believed that Trestman could perhaps refine Bears’ QB Jay Cutler’s game.
In his rookie campaign Marc did just that while leading Chicago to a
respectable 8-8 record.

Unfortunately, season two (2014) became Trestman’s sophomore swan
song when the Bears went into hibernation and dropped the last six games
in succession, finishing up with a 5-11 mark. Marc’s leadership skills were
allegedly questioned at times, but his firing was, according to the local
pigskin mavens, more about production.

Not to worry, in a sense, but the one-time CFL Coach of the Year who
captured Grey Cups in 2009 and 2010 is still gainfully employed under the
big top with the Baltimore Ravens as the team’s Offensive Coordinator.
Luckily, the Ravens are reputed to have one of the league’s top offensive
lines for Trestman to work with.

Now let’s get into the trenches where the so-called rumbling will tran-
spire with a pair of SCHWARTZ’S, GEOFF and MITCHELL, who are
the first Jewish brothers to play in the NFL since Ralph and Arnold
Horween played back in 1923.

Geoff, originally drafted in the 7th round in 2008 by the Carolina
Panthers, is the elder at 28. He is 6’6”,  tips the scales at 340 lbs, and he’s
a Giant in a New York uniform. Schwartz has been slotted first as an offen-
sive guard in the team’s projected depth chart and can also play tackle. The
Oregon College grad was one of the league’s top interior linemen the sec-
ond half of his last season with the Kansas City Chiefs in 2013.

As luck would have it, the seven-year veteran was a nonfactor in his first
NY season (2014) because of toe and ankle injuries and the offensive line
struggled in his absence.

Mitchell, 25, is an offensive right tackle and  listed as a starter with the
Cleveland Browns. Like his brother Geoff, he obviously shared the same
family genes - both eating more than their vegetables and weighing in at
320 lbs and standing just as tall at 6’5”. 

The younger was a second round selection (37th overall) in the 2012 draft
and signed out of Berkley. He has for the past three years started all 16
games for the Browns.

Mitchell has four year’s experience, is rated as having terrific feet and
showing great blocking potential in the run game.

Parents raised both boys as Conservative Jews and they both take their
religion very seriously. Father Lee is a business consultant to manufactur-
ing companies and mother Olivia Goodkin is an attorney. Both men had bar
mitzvahs at Adat Shalom in West L.A.

New England Patriots’ NATE EBNER returns for his fourth campaign
and, despite being listed as both a defensive back and safety, the Ohio State
Buckeyes’ grad is essentially Mr. Versatility. He has a very interesting
background in that he didn’t play high school football. Nate is still consid-
ered a world class rugby player. The 6’, 220 pounder was a 2012 sixth
round selection who was described as possessing such a “physical nature”
that he made the Buckeyes as a walk-on just three years ago at the end of
the 2011 season.  A native of Dublin, Ohio, Ebner was presented with the
Bo Rein Award as the club’s most inspirational player. 

GABE CARIMI is at present a free agent in the NFL market and con-
sidered a steal. He plays offensive guard and tackle; at least he did last sea-
son with the Atlanta Falcons . The 6’7” , 316 pound guard was drafted by
the Chicago Bears in the first round at #29 overall in the 2011 Draft. What
caught many teams’ attention is that, as a Wisconsin Badger in 2010,

Carimi was awarded the Outland Trophy as the nations top collegiate inte-
rior lineman. Not to mention, he was also a unanimous All-American and
the Big Ten Offensive Lineman of the Year.

Carimi was traded to the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 2013 and signed with
the Falcons in 2014, where he played in all 16 games, making seven starts.

Both Gabe’s parents are Jewish. Mom, originally a Catholic, converted to
Judaism and their son is a practising Jew. He has in the past shared that
“Religion is a part of me and I don’t want to just say I’m Jewish.”
Following his bar mitzvah, Gabe continued his Jewish studies.

As a free agent, by today’s standards the unrestricted free agent is a real
bargain. His base salary is $645,000 and he has a signing bonus of $65,000.

TAYLOR MAYS, 27, appears to have much in common with the afore-
mentioned Carimi in that, with the regular season fast approaching, he has
failed to commit to a single team. 

He has a solid football background in that he is the son of former NFL
defensive lineman Stafford Mays. The 6’3”, 220 pound second round pick
of the San Francisco 49ers in 2010 was plucked out of the U of Southern
California where he was a three-time-All American.

His Jewish mother, Laurie Mays, is a Nordstrom executive. Young
Taylor, an African American, was raised in his mom’s religion and had a
bar mitzvah.

Following 16 games with Frisco, Mays played in 50 games in four sea-
sons with the Bengals in Cincinnati, including all 16 in 2014.

This just in! There now appears to be increased interest in Taylor in 2015,
all begun quietly in the off-season. In mid-June the versatile defensive
player spent time as a signee with the Vikings. 

On June 20th it was announced that the Detroit Lions “added Vikings’
castoff Taylor Mays.” Come August 21st the Lions cut ties with Taylor and
as recently as August 25th the release read: “Oakland Raiders sign Safety
Taylor Mays.” Perhaps now there might be a “shiduch” (marriage) as they
say in Yiddish.

The New Orleans’ Saints will be looking for a much better performance
in 2015 from fullback ERIK LORIG. The 28-year-old, it is said, has some
pass-catching ability, but the record shows that he finished up last season
as the worst of 23 at his position as  rated by Pro Football Focus in 2014.

The Stanford grad, who played defensive end in college, appears to have
the physical assets and experience to rise to the occasion. The six-year-vet
stands 6’4” and weighs 250. Born in Rolling Hills, California, he is Jewish
on his father’s side while his mom is Scandinavian.

ADAM PODLESH, a punter, is at present the property of the Pittsburgh
Steelers. The 32-year-old U of Maryland kicker, who is 5’11” and 200 lbs,
spent his last three years with the Bears, then became a free agent hoping
to continue his football career until life got in the way.

His wife Miranda thought Adam would remain home in Florida and
watch her deliver their second child when extremely serious complications
set in during the birth. It was a near-death experience for both mother and
child while doctors and nurses worked to save both their lives. 

Adam has his priorities and only time will tell how soon he will return to
the gridiron and resume his punting. Thus far, dad has had an impressive
career with a kicking average of 42.4 yards and is popular with special
teams’ coaches due to his enviable hang time on punts. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

A pair of Schwartz boys lead the pack into the NFL trenches 
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Sports

Geoff Schwartz (number 74) - 
an offensive guard/tackle with the NY Giants. 

Mitchell Schwartz - 
an offensive lineman with

the Cleveland Brows

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN
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Congregation
Shaarey Zedek

125

YEARS Celebrating Community and Culture

est.1889

Your Journey STARTS Here!
The core curriculum is a commitment of 30 classes per year for 

two years. Graduates of all four curricula receive a  
 

 
 

 

This course enables participants to gain familiarity with the rich history 
of Jewish mysticism, and understanding of many of the texts that have 
been so central to that tradition. The course provides an opportunity for 
discussing the progression of Jewish mystical tradition over hundreds of 
years. Discussions surrounding the texts will relate to enduring Jewish 
challenges, issues of pressing relevance for Jewish life both past and 
present. The course will expose participants to some of the ways that 
the particular lens of the mystical and esoteric has been employed 
throughout Jewish history to discover the deeper meanings of Judaism, 
as students consider the extent to which Jewish mystical teachings speak 
to the deepest mysteries of human existence, offering rich, meaningful 
explanations for so many of life’s eternal universal questions.  

Melton Graduate Course

  
  

  
     

 
     

 
   

 
 

internet for student convenience.

 
 
 

Year One and Two Courses run from 

a taste of
Sunday, Sep 27, 10:30 AM

Come learn more about Melton and experience a class for 

New Year of Melton Begins This October at Shaarey Zedek
ADULT LEARNING FOR WONDERING JEWS

Why do I have more questions than answers? If people are working so
hard to repair the world, why is it still so broken? And what about keep-
ing tradition? Can a 4,000 year-old text speak to a 21st century world?
Does it make me a better parent? Where is God in a world of war? Do
Jews believe in hell? In heaven? Chosen people? Chosen for what? 

There has to be more to it than kugel and kosher. 
I have a lot of questions! 

If any of the above are your questions, join us as we explore Judaism
with the Florence Melton School of Adult Jewish Learning. 

The classes integrate Jewish ideas, practices, law, language and histo-
ry through a well-rounded selection of insights, texts and group discus-
sion. 

The courses are written by scholars of the Hebrew University in
Jerusalem. 

The course materials are pluralistic. 
They come from Jewish tradition and the various modern Jewish

movements. 
The texts and group discussion are set up to ensure that everyone can

participate. 
Melton learning is for pleasure with no homework, extra reading or

exams. Melton learning is for busy adults. 

The Melton School is for everyone: 
• People with questions about Judaism who are looking for diverse

perspectives.
• Parents and grand-parents who want to keep up with their chil-

dren and grand-children as they learn about Judaism in school.
• Teachers who want to deepen their Jewish knowledge.
• Board members from community organizations who would like

to be more Jewishly literate.

The Two-Year Core Curriculum features four parts:
1. Rhythms of Jewish Learning with Chazzan Aníbal Mass -

What’s the point of living Jewishly? What ideas, beliefs, and practices
are involved? 

This course examines a wide variety of Jewish sources to discover the
deeper meanings underlying Jewish holidays, lifecycle observances, and
Jewish practice.

2. The Purposes of Jewish Learning with Dr. Ruth Ashrafi -
Why do Jews believe as they do? What are the big questions of life and
how do Jewish thinkers answer these questions? 

This course explores both ancient and modern responses to many of the
major issues of Jewish thought and theology.

3. Dramas of Jewish Living Throughout the Ages with Dr. Ruth
Ashrafi - What are the lessons of Jewish history – from the earliest wan-
derings of Abraham to today’s turmoil in Israel? How do the turning
points in Jewish history influence our lives today? 

This course investigates how the Jewish past gives meaning to the
Jewish present.

4. Ethics of Jewish Living with Rabbi Alan Green - How do
Jewish teachings shed light on contemporary issues such as the environ-
ment, inter-personal relationships, end-of-life decisions, and stem-cell
research? 

This course explores the wisdom of ancient and modern rabbis, schol-
ars and thinkers, offering multiple Jewish approaches to conducting our
lives in the communal and private spheres.

For more information contact Shaarey Zedek’s Melton Director,
Dr. Ruth Ashrafi, and join us for a Taste of Melton to experience a
Melton class.



By PATRICIA CORRIGAN
SAN FRANCISCO (j., the Jewish news weekly of

Northern California via JTA) – Dr. Sheyna Gifford –
a Jewish medical doctor, science journalist, astro-
physics researcher and space enthusiast – is preparing
to live on Mars.

Gifford, 36, will join five other crew members in the
NASA-funded Hawaii Space Exploration Analog and
Simulation (HI-SEAS) habitat for a simulated space
mission to Mars, slated to launch on Friday, Aug. 28.
For the next 365 days, she and the others will be isolat-
ed inside a geodesic dome that’s 36 feet in diameter.

Perched on a slope 8,000 feet above sea level on the
Big Island of Hawaii, the two-story habitat simulates
space missions, to help identify risks associated with
long-term human space exploration.

Last week, Gifford was at St. Mary’s Medical Center
in San Francisco to film training videos for non-med-
ical crewsh on how to treat injuries. A Los Angeles
native who attended the University of California,
Berkeley and now lives in St. Louis, Gifford will serve
as a medical doctor, neuroscientist and habitat journalist for the mission, her sec-
ond, having completed a stint at NASA’s Human Exploration Research Analog
in the spring.

This HI-SEAS mission to Mars – longer than any of the previous three – has
several purposes.

“It’s about psychology, logistics, science and maintenance,” Gifford said.
“We’re looking at what you need to feed and water people for a year, how much
science you can get done and how the crew manages” in about 1,700 square feet
of living space.

The crew includes a field biologist, a fluid physicist, an astrobiologist, a space-
craft engineer and a space architect. HI-SEAS researchers are working to devel-
op effective team composition and support strategies for traveling to Mars and
back, which is estimated to be a three-year journey.

The dome’s 993-square-foot ground floor includes a kitchen, dining area,
bathroom, lab and exercise area. The 424-square-foot second floor includes six
small sleeping quarters and a half bath. In addition, a 160-square-foot workshop,
made from a converted shipping container, is attached to the habitat.

As the only Jew on the crew, Gifford said she faces several specific chal-
lenges. “Being a Jew is a community activity, a group effort. Any individual
work you do, such as being a thoughtful, contemplative and helpful person, you
do in the context of the whole world,” she said. “Also, there will be no other
Jews to celebrate [Jewish] holidays with.”

In a post on her blog titled “A Shtick by Any Other Name: Being Jewish on
Mars,” Gifford explored being the only Jew on the mission and having to tack-
le questions such as, “When you’re in a space station that circles the Earth every

90 minutes, experiencing multiple sundowns daily, when, pre-
cisely, do you get your Jew on?”

“Probably I will light the candles – or turn on the electric candles, as I am not
going to make fire in space – on Hawaii time, the same time as our ground con-
trol,” Gifford said. “Though of course at that time I might be in the middle of a
space walk or doing surgery or cleaning the composting toilet.”

Fortunately, Gifford looks forward to sharing some Jewish rituals and history.
“None of my roommates at Berkeley were Jewish, and I managed to bring oth-
ers there into the fold,” she said. Gifford also shares another blog with crew
members, where they write about the mission.

Participation in the HI-SEAS mission is the fulfillment of Gifford’s childhood
dream. “I always wanted to be an astronaut, because being an astronaut is being
a hero, a leader, having the ability to spread the word about how cool science
is,” she said. “As a society, we should choose to invest in space the way we
invest in schools or roads. It elevates us as a species, gives us the tools and the
motivation to come together to do big things.”

Whether or not Gifford actually gets to Mars, she is not at all worried about
being confined for a year during the simulation.

“Mentally, physically and socially, I have no concerns,” she said. “Only
curiosity.”

Meet the Jewish woman getting ready to live on Mars
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Pew: Orthodox Jews in some ways resemble
evangelicals more than other Jews

Posted on August 27, 2015 by JNS.org.
(JNS.org) - A new report published by the

Pew Research Center claims that Orthodox
Jews more closely resemble evangelical
Christians in their religious and political
beliefs than other American Jews. 

“Indeed, in a few ways, Orthodox Jews
more closely resemble white evangelical
Protestants than they resemble other U.S.
Jews,” the report stated.

According to Pew, Orthodox Jews tend to
identify as Republicans and take more conservative positions on social issues
such as homosexuality than most other American Jews, who tend to be more
politically liberal.

“For example, similarly large majorities of Orthodox Jews (83%) and white
evangelicals (86%) say that religion is very important in their lives, while only
about one-fifth of other Jewish Americans (20%) say the same,” Pew said. 

The center added, “Roughly three-quarters of both Orthodox Jews (74%)
and white evangelicals (75%) report that they attend religious services at least
once a month. And eight-in-ten or more Orthodox Jews (84%) and white
evangelicals (82%) say that Israel was given to the Jewish people by God –
more than twice the share of other American Jews (35%) who express this
belief.”

While Orthodox Jews only comprise about 10 percent of the estimated 5.3
million Jewish adults in the U.S., their numbers are rapidly growing, accord-
ing to Pew. Orthodox Jewish adults are on average a full decade younger than
the median age of other Jewish adults (52), and bear at least twice as many
children as other Jews (4.1 versus 1.7). Additionally, 98 percent of Orthodox
Jewish parents say they are raising their children Jewish, compared with 78
percent among other Jewish parents. 

If this trend continues, Orthodox Jews “gradually could shift the profile of
American Jews in several areas, including religious beliefs and practices,
social and political views and demographic characteristics,” Pew concluded. 



32 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 2, 2015


