
The Jewish National Fund has been in the
news lately - especially with staff and admin-
istrative problems in both Winnipeg and
Toronto. Whilst I have no knowledge of the
current situation with JNF, I have detailed
information about this important organization
during the years 1963-1979 when I moved to
Israel. Those were years of great growth for
JNF. From 1953 to 1963 I was the Executive

Director of JNF Ontario, while living in my native city of Toronto.
From 1963 to 1979 I was the CEO and National Executive Director of
JNF Canada, working out of Montreal.

The decade I was the director for Ontario saw the establishment of
six additional offices throughout the province, in addition to the orig-
inal one in Toronto. After I assumed the national professional leader-
ship, Negev dinners were established in many other communities
throughout Canada.

During my professional association with JNF the net income
increased from under $200,000 in 1953 to over $5 million in 1979.
(That is the equivalent of $14 million today). The Negev Dinners (or
Galas as they are now called in Winnipeg) are still today a significant
source of income. I instituted the system of bringing over Israeli emis-
saries (a practice thereafter copied by many other organizations),
which additionally accounts for another important source of revenue.

After the war that resulted in the reunification of Jerusalem, Mayor
of Jerusalem Teddy Kollek heard that an American hotel chain was
negotiating with the Greek Orthodox Church to buy the land between
Jaffa Gate and Zion Gate, right up against the ancient Walls of
Jerusalem to build a hotel on it. Kollek was desperate to raise funds to
get to the Church first, buy the land and convert it into a beautiful, ter-
raced garden and thus prevent the view of the Old City walls to be
hidden – I would say desecrated. He asked for my assistance. I orga-
nized a campaign that raised $3.6 million. We enrolled 100
Canadians, each giving $36,000 to be named a “Rebuilder of
Jerusalem”. They still have their names affixed to a sign designating
“The Garden of the Rebuilders Jerusalem”. Thanks to the Canadian
Jewish community, the Old City Walls continue to be in full view.

If memory serves, the following Winnipeggers enrolled as
“Guardians”

Dr. Harold M. Black, Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Bookbinder, Mr. Lou Elkin,
Mr. Paul Kettnet, Mr. Wilfred E. Kravetsky, Mr. & Mrs. Saul J. Morantz,
Mr. & Mrs. Iser S. Portnoy, and Mr. Max Wolinsky.

In 1955, Israel was seven years old and I organized the first char-
tered trip from Canada to Israel. Not just the first JNF Israel trip from
Canada –but the very first charted trip from Canada by any organiza-
tion– before UJA, before anybody else. 

In May 1955 I was 28 years old, full of energy, (and chutzpah) and
wanted to get to the re-established Israel. So I contacted El Al, char-
tered an airplane holding 62 seats, and sent out letters offering people
a three-week all expense trip to Israel for $750 – plane fare, hotels
meals, tour buses – the whole works. El Al said they
would hold my reservation for a month, and then I had to
“Put up ($) or shut up!” 

When, after two weeks, I got only three replies, I sent
out a second mailing saying we were fully booked (it was
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a white lie but I consid-
ered it a lie b’shem
Shomayim) and offered
them to register or the

1956 tour – first come first served! So, as I had very
much hoped, the phone calls started pouring in,
people demanding to get on the first tour. So I
made a few “exceptions” - 59 exceptions to be
exact.

I organized many more trips to Israel – more or
less annually from then on, until 1979 when I orga-
nized my best trip to Israel – for my wife and
daughter #5 and me to make aliyah!

The story of how I came to be promoted from
Ontario regional director to national director is
interesting. I had been the regional director for
Ontario, stationed in Toronto, from 1953 to 1962.
In 1962 the National Executive Director asked for
and received a two-year leave of absence and
moved to Europe for personal family reasons. I was
asked to take over as acting national director during
that two-year period.

Thereupon started what turned out to be one of the most difficult
periods of my life. I would fly from Toronto to Montreal very early
each Tuesday morning, work at the Montreal office all day and late
into the night that day and the following two days. Friday I would
spend the morning in the Montreal office, and take an early afternoon
flight back to Toronto, arriving before Shabbat. 

Now it can be told that I worked secretly in the Toronto office on
Saturday, openly on Sunday although the office was not officially
open, and honestly and legally on Monday, working well past the time
the staff went home at 5:00 PM. Then the following morning the week-
ly routine started over again. At frequent intervals I would fly to either
Winnipeg (perhaps bishert that half-century later I would take up res-
idence here) or Vancouver – the only other two cities where JNF had
offices at the time. (By the time I left for Israel we had JNF offices in a
dozen Canadian cities)

After about a year of my managing both offices, it became very clear
to the JNF officers that it was a very heavy job and that no one man
could be expected to do so for yet another year. Mind you, I never
complained. In those days I had a great deal of energy and zeal, and
I was enjoying expanding my horizons, increasing the JNF income,
and meeting new challenges. I realized afterwards my family was suf-
fering, but I guess I was turning a blind eye and deaf ear to that situa-
tion. 

The JNF called a special national board meeting and asked officers
to attend from all over the country. The national president was honest
and forth-right enough to explain that he felt it had been a mistake to
grant the national director a two-year leave of absence and recom-
mend that the term be cut forthwith to one year (i.e. virtually an imme-
diate cessation of his leave of absence). 

One person after another spoke up agreeing with the president, and
several gave specific instances of where the organization had been

weakened as a result of the current situa-
tion. I was quiet throughout the discussion.
I had not been informed before-hand that
this would be virtually the only item on the
agenda. After nearly all present had spoken,
the president asked for a motion to reduce
the term of the leave of absence that been
granted to one year. Many hands went up –
it was obvious that the motion would be
passed. 

It was then that I asked for the floor. I told
them that if they passed that motion, they
should know in advance that I would not
take over the national office. 

The president’s eyeglasses dropped (he
wore pince-nez) and reminded me that it
was I who insisted that, if and when the
national director left office, I was to auto-
matically succeed him. I replied that my
colleague had been granted a two-year
leave of absence for personal family reasons
– reasons that still applied as we all knew –

and I wanted no part of a deal whereby the man was having the rug
pulled from under his feet. I was asked if I did not agree that the JNF
was in an almost impossible situation – that could only be corrected
by my being posted to Montreal and a new person taking over the
Toronto office. I replied that of course that was the ideal solution, but
it could not be done without the agreement of my colleague. 

The president asked me what it was I wanted. I replied that I want-
ed him to discuss the situation with my colleague face to face. If he
could cut short his stay and return to his post in Canada immediately,
all well and good. Otherwise he ought to be offered a generous sev-
erance arrangement (something very unusual 49 years ago!). I insisted
that the president had to get two documents: an official letter of resig-
nation from my colleague, accepting the terms of disengagement, and
a private letter addressed to me personally stating that he was leaving
his post at JNF voluntarily; was satisfied with the terms that were given
to him, and endorsing me as his successor. 

When one of the officers remarked that I was a very honorable per-
son, I replied it was not so much a matter of honour as one of personal
protection. I said I did not want to accept the post and spend the rest
of my professional career looking over my shoulder wondering who
was going to stab me in my back and, if so and I complained, they
would respond that I had been a party to the back-stabbing of my pre-
decessor, so who am I to complain?

Looking back, I was a cocky person in 1962 – but I was all of age 35
and I guess that is the age of cockiness! The president flew to Europe
to see my colleague, and returned with both documents I had request-
ed. So I moved to Montreal (where at that time all the Jewish organi-
zations had their head offices), where I lived until 1979 when JNF and
the Jewish community honoured me as that year’s Negev Dinner hon-
oree.

One interesting story about the first JNF emissary posted to Canada.
We sent him to
Winnipeg where,
until then, there
had not been a
full-time office. He
came by himself
and was followed
a few months later
by his wife. I
arranged for one of
the prominent
Winnipeg women
to have a welcome
tea for the emis-
sary’s wife. When
her husband came
to pick her up after
the tea she burst
into tears. She said
she had thought
the function was to
be in her honour.
Instead, she
assumed the host-
ess’ regular maid
was not present so,
she was treated as
a serving maid,
and asked to pour
tea for all the other
ladies! Talk about
culture shock.
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By BERNIE BELLAN
Of all the money raised by the Combined

Jewish Appeal here, from 25 – 30 percent is
directed to the United Israel Appeal. 

Where does that money go specifically, and
who is responsible for administering it?

Those were two of the questions I had for
Victor Yagoda, Director of Projects and
Infrastructure for UIA Canada, who was
recently here as part of a cross-Canada tour.

Yagoda, a youthful looking 64-years-old
who was born in Mexico to a Mexican father
and American mother (and whose perfect
English bears just a trace of a Spanish accent)
is an outgoing individual who says that he is
the longest-serving employee of the UIA. As
such, he says, he’s “like a walking history
book”.

Having been involved with a great many of
the 270 projects that UIA Canada has helped
to finance over the years, he has an intimate
acquaintance with many Canadians who have
been involved in the development of many of those projects.

Now living in Karmiel, which is situated in central Galilee, Yagoda
used to be based in Jerusalem, he says. Since much of the UIA’s focus
has shifted to areas of northern Israel, Yagoda now lives much closer
to many of the projects with which the UIA is closely involved.

As Yagoda looks back on his almost 25 years of service with UIA

Israel, he notes that he had organized “all
of the missions to Israel” that UIA Canada
has mounted over the past 23 years. Now
that he has left the Jerusalem office, he
says, his role has changed substantially.

“What I do is monitor the physical pro-
jects” that money from Jewish federations
in Canada help to establish, he explains.

“The CRA (Canada Revenue Agency)
wants to make sure that tax-free money is
used for its intended purposes,” Yagoda
notes.

A quick scan of the UIA Canada website
– http://www.magbitcanada.org.il, reveals
the enormity of the contribution that
Jewish federations in this country have
made to the ongoing creation of a host of
infrastructure projects in less developed
areas of Israel, since UIA Canada was first
established over 40 years ago.

Following is an excerpt from the Magbit (Hebrew for “appeal”) web-
site:

“Canadian Jewry’s unwavering support for Israel has enabled:

Over 240 absorption centers, libraries, auditoriums, community
centers, student dormitories and sports facilities to be built in 85 loca-

tions.
3 million immigrants from 72 countries to come

home.
Over 80 annual missions and thousands of

Canadians to visit Israel every year: more than
15,000 on Taglit-Birthright Israel and over 6,000
on March of the Living.

Raising over 45 million dollars in the Israel
Emergency Campaign for Northern Israel and
Sderot, first announced during the Second
Lebanon War, and continued past Operation Cast
Lead.

Providing scholarships for thousands of Israeli
students at universities and colleges throughout
Israel.

Pioneering the movement to create Young
Communities throughout Israel, comprised of ide-
alists who believe in Zionism today.”

Citing the example of Gan Yavne, a city adjacent
to Ashdod, Yagoda says that Winnipeg Jews helped
to finance the construction of a community centre
and swimming pool there some years back, with
over $1 million in seed money for both projects.

More recently, Yagoda explains that the focus of
Canadian Jews has switched to the Israeli “pan-
handle”, the area of northern Israel situated most
closely to the Lebanese border, that is home to
approximately 50,000 Israelis. In addition, UIA
Canada maintains a close relationship with Sderot,
whose residents continue to live under the con-
stant threat of rocket attacks from Gaza.

One of the improvements that UIA Israel has
made to its administrative process, Yagoda notes, is
the “integration” of all the various projects initiat-
ed by UIA Canada, so that a day care centre can
be coordinated with an absorption centre, for
instance.

In his own city of Karmiel, Yagoda likes to point
out the success that a kindergarten which was paid
for by Monte and June Nathanson some 40 years
ago in the name of Monte’s father, Max, has had in
integrating new immigrants into the fabric of Israel.

“I went to visit the Max Nathanson kinder-
garten,” a couple of years ago, Yagoda recalls.

“It’s located in one of the oldest parts of the city,
but it’s very well kept,” he notes.

“The kindergarten is like a little absorption cen-
tre for new immigrants,” he says.

As children of newly arrived immigrants attend
the kindergarten and go through the process of
their first integration into Israeli society, they move
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on. But, when Yagoda visited that
kindergarten two years ago, he was
surprised yet pleased to learn that the
teacher there told him: “I grew up in

this kindergarten.” (She was 38, Yagoda notes.)
Yagoda says he was determined to contact Monte Nathanson (who

now lives in Florida) to see whether he would be interested in revisit-
ing the project that he had helped to establish.

As a result, Monte Nathanson returned to Israel recently for the first
time in 20 years. “He was moved to tears” when he went back to visit
the kindergarten named in memory of his father, Yagoda says.

The lasting impact that projects of this sort have on the continued

development of Israel cannot be overestimated. 
In addition, Yagoda explained that he is also heavily involved in

Israel’s first dragon boat competition, which is to take place next May
on the Kinneret. As part of his itinerary here, he met with a number of
enthusiastic prospective participants, led by Lesly Katz. With teams
(each made up of 22 participants) coming from all over the U.S. and
Canada, including Ottawa, Montreal, Toronto, Vancouver, and now
Winnipeg, and with at least 19 teams already organized in Israel, it is
sure to be a fantastic success, Yagoda predicts. 

(To find out more about the Dragon Boat festival in Israel and how
you can participate, contact Elaine Goldstine at the Winnipeg Jewish
Federation.)

By MICHAEL RIPSTEIN 
MAZKERET BATYA, Israel (Tablet) – In 20 years of military service,

I thought I’d seen all the crappy training camps the Israeli army had to
offer. But there I was, early one morning last spring, walking from the
glorified gravel pit that passed for a parking lot at the Southern
Command training base, under the unforgiving Negev sun, beginning
another reserve deployment in the Israel Defense Forces. And since I’d
just passed my 40th birthday, the tour I was starting was quite possibly
my last. 

If it had been a normal Monday morning for me, I would have been
checking e-mails, attending sales meetings, writing proposals or doing
any number of the activities associated with my job at a software com-
pany in the high-tech industrial park of Ranaana, north of Tel Aviv. On
this day, however, I was clad in green, wiping the oil off my rifle, squar-
ing away gear and trudging off to some range to make sure that both
man and machine were in functioning order. The smells of cordite,
grease and diesel fumes accompanied the switch – from citizen to sol-
dier – which, despite having made it some dozen times in the last two
decades, never ceased to amaze me. 

As I arrived, I saw Matanya, the religious kibbutznik with whom I’d
done basic training in 1990. 

“Mah itcha, gever,” he greeted me – “What’s up?” in Hebrew slang –
and we exchanged hugs. I asked about his kids (he has seven) and his
work, then we headed off to sign out the various kits we’d carry for the
following two weeks. 

On the way to the supply hut, I met the long-haired guy I know only
as Chuck, because in the army you get to know people by their nick-
names. Chuck had just gotten back from a five-month trek across India
and Nepal, which is par for the course for the under-25 Israeli soldier.
There followed another round of salutations and general inquiries. 

When I first volunteered to join the IDF as an idealistic 19-year-old,
more than 20 years ago, I quickly realized that I was entering a different
world with different rules than civilian life and that this new order gov-
erning daily existence would last until the day service ended. The
reserves, or miluim, aren’t much different, except that the citizen-to-sol-
dier transition is so sudden and shocking, it’s nearly violent. The eight
weeks’ notice you get before arriving in camp never seems to be enough

time to prepare. Work, family, holidays, unfinished business or errands
– everything gets put on hold. There’s never a “good time” for a call-up. 

The day before this last deployment, my 9-year-old daughter asked
me, “Abba, why do you have to go the army?” 

I’m sure my response was similar to that of the husbands and fathers
who were joining me in the Negev. I told her we went so that our kids
could feel safe when they went to school or soccer practice, so that our
friends and families could sit around their Shabbat dinners on Friday
nights, and so that the nation could throw itself into the mundane. We
went, I said, because, sadly, the state of affairs in our little corner of the
world made it necessary for there to be people who were willing and
able to do what we do. My daughter and two sons nodded their heads
and said, “We’ll miss you, Abba,” with a stoicism that surprised me. 

In my reserve company – “A” Platoon, or Pelugah Alef, of the 360th
Battalion, 10th Brigade – there are software engineers, students, cab dri-
vers, teachers, tour guides, accountants, construction workers,
plumbers, factory workers, lawyers and just about every other vocation.
There are religious soldiers who wear kippot and daven three times a
day, soldiers who see their religion as a tradition and secular soldiers.
They come from the cities, the kibbutzim and anywhere in between.
They are Ashkenazi, Sephardic, Yemenite, Ethiopian and Russian. They
voted across the political spectrum: Likud, National Union and Meretz. 

But among the soldiers here, I am the only one who grew up on the
south shore of Long Island, N.Y. When I first entered the IDF, I was one
of just a handful of American-born soldiers. I was also the first on my
block of suburban Long Island to postpone college to do what I saw as
my part for Israel. I was a brash 19-year-old and, in the days before cell
phones, I remember fully disconnecting from home to immerse myself
in the new reality of the army. I remember thinking at the time that as a
Jew I should live in Israel. And if I was going to live in Israel, then I was
supposed to do my part. 

Many of my Long Island friends had graduated from yeshiva high
schools in the United States, and like them I had decided to take a year
off to go learn things in Israel. In truth, most of us were more interested
in happy hour than Tosafot, the medieval commentaries on the Talmud.
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But somewhere
along the way, an
idea began to take
form: that I was

walking in the ancient homeland of my forefa-
thers and that I had an opportunity to physi-

cally contribute to the defense of the modern
state of Israel. Basically, I viewed my physical
contribution to my people as part of my reli-
gious responsibilities. From that ideological
crossroad, it was a short walk down
Jerusalem’s Jaffa Street to the enlistment office.
My great-uncles, World War II U.S. Army vet-
erans, consoled my grandmother and parents
over what they saw as their loss. 

“It’s a good thing for the boy,” one of the
uncles said. “So long as there’s no war.” 

That summer Saddam Hussein invaded
Kuwait. 

I was soon sitting on a cold, wind-swept
mountain deep inside what was then Israel’s
security zone in Southern Lebanon. Using my
tank’s night-vision equipment, I watched the
thermal streaks of Scud and Patriot missiles
over Israel’s northern skies. 

“What the f– did you expect,” I remember
asking myself, “intercamp hockey games?
Little League?” 

After my service finished, I returned to Long
Island and heard stories of frat parties from
childhood friends who had gone off to college
instead of the IDF. I found it hard to relate. I
went on to Yeshiva University in New York,
bounced around a couple of jobs, got married
and ended up a day trader in Miami. 

In late 2000, taking an offer to set up a day-
trading office in Jerusalem, my wife and I
moved from Miami to Israel with our year-old
son. The first reserve call-up came about a
year-and-a-half later, for Operation Defensive
Shield, in spring 2002. Following that deploy-
ment, which I spent mostly in the Kalkilyah-
Nablus area of the West Bank doing check-
point work, the call-ups continued to come
roughly once a year. They brought me to
engage in activities that are as far from the
civilian day-to-day as possible. I went on late-
night raids into Arab towns outside Ramallah
to nab wanted terrorists. I searched cars at
checkpoints throughout the West Bank. I rode
shotgun during border patrols along electrified
fences and participated in armored maneuvers
in the sand dunes of the South and the moun-
tains of the North. 

In 1990, I imagined myself an unburdened
lone soldier living the bachelor life off base.
But as a reservist, I was a husband and father,
and call-ups demanded a different kind of col-
lateral. My family grew to five since my first
reserve tour. Every once in a while my platoon
would throw a barbecue and invite the sol-
diers’ families – the wives and kids who have
to endure the homefront side of this disruption
to life’s daily routine. But each time I was
called to make the switch from father and
worker to gun-toting soldier, I was taken back
to a simpler time, when the clarity – or naivete
– of youth made the world seem less compli-
cated. And, to be honest, the more knotty
home and family life became, the more wel-
come the call from the miluim became. 

As a Jew, I felt it was a privilege to have had
opportunities to serve the Jewish state. But on
some sort of psychological level, each call-up
preceded a cathartic experience that allowed
some perspective on the everyday noise and
nonsense that can deafen and blind us to
what’s really important in life. And, of course,
there was the closet redneck in me, that kid
from Long Island, the only one from my high
school who got to tear ass around the desert in
a 60-ton tank or fire off hundreds of rounds
from automatic weapons. 

In the army, what’s fun and what’s not fun is
measured differently from in everyday life.
There’s no denying that there’s something pri-
mordially exhilarating in blowing up s–, espe-
cially when compared to filling out Excel
spreadsheets. 

Still, my military service, like that of all sol-
diers, saw its share of aborted operations, anal-

retentive colonels and idiot corporals. A lieu-
tenant in Lebanon once failed to fire back at a
Hezbollah anti-tank crew because he forgot
the rules of engagement. (To me, the rules
were clear: They were shooting at us; we
should shoot back.) A private brought his pen-
chant for unsafe driving to the miluim and
crashed an armored jeep on a slippery road
outside Hebron. No true soldier’s experience is
complete without a few snafus. Thankfully, in
my experience, there weren’t that many. 

But it was always the sense of duty – to both
country and friends in uniform – that kept me
coming back. Although reserve duty is techni-
cally applicable to all Israeli men until they are
45, only about 20 percent of eligible citizens
actually serve. There are many ways to shirk
the duty, from fabricated medical reasons to
simply being so much of a pain in the ass that
no officer wants you in their command.
Employers continue to pay salaries during a
soldier’s absence, and then they file for reim-
bursement from the government. (Independent
workers get an average of recent income.) 

Once I was called up for maneuvers, which
are designed to drill and practice military tac-
tics, during the last week of summer vacation.
Before we started, there was a cacophony of
complaints from us about the inconvenient
timing. I remember that the battalion com-
mander stood before us, shrugged his shoul-
ders, and said, “Fellas, you know how you
read in the papers that if Hezbollah attacks in
the North Israel will know how to respond?
Who do you think they’re talking about? You
either realize that it’s you who’ll be facing
them and that you need to be prepared, or you
can blow off showing up for maneuvers and
you’ll still be there on the front lines, just a
whole lot less prepared.” 

Each deployment brings its own political and
moral discussions. And true to the diverse
makeup of the average miluim company, the
discussions are heated and from the heart. I
heard soldiers debating the Oslo accords, the
Gaza withdrawal and conversion laws. In a
platoon of reservists, the company comman-
der is more of a manager; he won’t tell people
what to think, and the debates sometimes end
in stalemate. 

I’ve always felt that as long as I am physical-
ly able, I will report to service. But I do it, I
admit, for what may seem an old-fashioned
notion: national duty. I once asked my friend
Gadi, a lanky tank driver who went through
basic training with me, why he always
responded to the call-up. He answered, “I’m
here because you’re here.” 

In the Negev, at 40, I realized I was one of the
elder statesmen in the company. What could be
my final deployment turned out to be patrolling
the Egyptian border (with its new geopolitical
significance), a few hours from the Red Sea port
of Eilat, in a wild no-man’s land. We dealt with
the complicated reality of illegal Sudanese and
Eritrean immigrants crossing the Sinai frontier to
sneak into Israel. We stopped Bedouin smug-
glers. And we knew we weren’t far from Hamas
and al-Qaida cells. 

I did basic training not too far away from
where our platoon’s Humvees patrolled on this
last deployment. One moonless night of that
tour, I sat in a dried-out riverbed a few hundred
yards from an Egyptian watchtower and
scanned the distance with my night vision
equipment. I know that barring the outbreak of
a war, for which I would return to service
immediately, those may have been some of my
final acts as a soldier. 

Either way, no one can say that I never did my
part. And there will always be a part of me that
would long for the oases of simplicity that the
IDF presented for me. That and blowing up s–. 

(Michael Ripstein lives in Mazkeret Batya,
Israel.) 
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From my family to yours

Yours truly,
Councillor John Orlikow

River Heights/Ft. Garry Ward

Happy 
Rosh Hashanah

Best Wishes for a
Happy New Year

Ross
Eadie

City Councillor

Mynarski Ward
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By JILL JACOBS 
NEW YORK (JTA) – In

contemporary Jewish
discourse, the worlds of
the synagogue and the
worlds of service and
advocacy sit far apart.
The former is a place of
introspection, of prayer
and of relationship with
God. The latter is a
place of action and
engagement in the
world. 

Many of us distin-
guish between “reli-
gious” Jews and “secu-
lar” Jews. Religious
Jews attend synagogue,
observe Shabbat and
keep kosher. For secular
Jews, their primary
involvement comes
through culture and jus-
tice. 

But these boundaries
between prayer and jus-
tice, and between the
internal and the exter-
nal, are foreign to Judaism. Halachah, most
often translated as “Jewish law,” literally
means “the way to walk.” To be a Jew is to
walk through the world in a Jewish way. This
Jewish way includes contemplation and
action, prayer and service, relationships with
the Divine and relationships with other
human beings. 

On Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, many
Jews spend more hours in the synagogue than
at any other time during the year. For this rea-
son, these holidays can feel purely contem-
plative. Yet Rosh HaShanah is also “yom teru-
ah,” “the day of sounding the shofar,” when
we hear the sound that the Torah associates
with liberation. And Yom Kippur morning is
punctuated with Isaiah’s call to “loose the
chains of injustice … to set the oppressed
free.” 

These intrusions of real-life politics into the
contemplative business of prayer remind us
that prayer and justice work were never
meant to be separate realms of behavior.
Rather, the two constitute complementary
aspects of an integrated Jewish life. In this
integrated life, prayer and ritual push us
toward justice work and sustain us in these
efforts. 

We often think of prayer as a one-way con-
versation with God. We praise God for every-
thing that is good in the world and beg for
supernatural forces to change what is not.
Instead, we might understand prayer as a
two-way exchange that includes a challenge
to us as well as an appeal to God. 

For example, Jews each morning tradition-
ally recite a series of blessings about every-
day miracles. We give thanks for our vision,
our freedom, our clothing and our other basic
needs. For those who have what they need to
survive, these blessings remind us to be grate-
ful for what we have, even when every one of
our desires might not be fulfilled. For those
who are struggling to get by, these blessings
offer hope that our situations will improve. 

For all of us, these blessings challenge us to
create a world in which every person is free,
and in which every person can meet the basic
needs of his or her family. We cannot simply
thank God for opening the eyes of the blind
without considering how we can make the
world more accessible to people with physi-

cal limitations. And we cannot thank God for
giving us freedom without working to secure
the freedom of the estimated 12 million peo-
ple in the world who remain enslaved. Rather
than allow us to retreat internally, prayer
forces us out into the world. 

At the same time, prayer provides a neces-
sary check on the
tendency of social
justice activists to try
to fix the world right
now, no matter the
cost to them or to
others. Prayer,
Shabbat and other
rituals provide spiri-
tual nourishment,
the feeling that our
work is connected to
a broader whole,
and even a sense of
humility. 

Social justice work
famously burns out
many of the idealis-
tic young people
who sign up after
college to be orga-
nizers or campaign
workers. As for the
longtime social jus-
tice activists, some
begin to feel like the
work is the only
thing that matters. In
many cases, this
leads to long work
hours and a never-
ending sense of
urgency. In the worst
cases, some come to
believe that the
relentless pursuit of
the cause justifies
bad behavior toward
others or the toler-
ance of abusive
work environments. 

Stopping to pray, to
mark time or even to
take off 25 hours for
Shabbat is a means
of acknowledging

that even if we work every minute of every
day, we’re not going to fix everything. This
realization forces us to see ourselves as par-
ticipants in a long-term struggle rather than as
heroes able to repair the world on our own. 

Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur may be
days to sit in prayer and contemplation. But
this ritual does not constitute a break from
justice work. Rather, these days should both
nourish our justice work and challenge us to
recommit to these efforts in the year ahead. 

(Rabbi Jill Jacobs is the executive director of
Rabbis for Human Rights-North America.) 
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Wishingg youu aa 
Happyy 

Roshh Hashanah

Paula Havixbeck

City Councillor for Charleswood - Tuxedo

986-5232

paula@winnipeg.ca

We often think of prayer as a one-way conversation
with God. We praise God for everything that is good

in the world and beg for supernatural forces to
change what is not. Instead, we might understand

prayer as a two-way exchange that includes a 
challenge to us as well as an appeal to God. 



By SYBIL KAPLAN
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Among the

familiar customs of Rosh
HaShanah is the dipping of apple
pieces in honey – but what is its
origin?

King David had a “cake made
in a pan and a sweet cake”
(II Samuel 6: 15, 19) given
to everyone. Hosea 3:1
identifies the “sweet cake”
as a raisin cake. 

Honey also may have
been used in the cake, but the honey of
ancient eretz Yisrael was made from dates or
grapes or figs or raisins because the land at
the time had no domestic bees, only Syrian
bees. To extract honey from their combs, it
had to be smoked. Still, honey was of impor-
tance in the biblical times because there was
no sugar. During the Roman period, Italian
bees were introduced to the Middle East, and
bee honey was more common. The Torah also
describes Israel as “eretz zvat chalav u’d-
vash,” the land flowing with milk and honey,
although the honey was more than likely date
honey, a custom retained by many Sephardic
Jews to this day.

Today, Israel has some 500 beekeepers who
have some 90,000 beehives that produce
more than 3,500 tons of honey annually.
Kibbutz Yad Mordechai is the largest producer
of honey – 10,000 bottles a day. According to
an article from a few years ago, the average
Israeli eats 125 apples and 750 grams of honey
a year, mostly around the High Holy Days.

Among Ashkenazim, challah is dipped in
honey instead of having salt sprinkled on it
for the blessing, then the blessing is given
over the apple, “May it be Your will to renew
for us a good and sweet year,” which is
dipped in honey.

Dipping the apple in honey on Rosh
HaShanah is said to symbolize the desire for
a sweet new year. Why an apple? In Bereshit,
the book of Genesis, Israel compares the fra-
grance of his son, Jacob, to “sadeh shel tap-
puchim,” a field of apple trees. Scholars tell
us that mystical powers were ascribed to the

apple, and people believed it provided
good health and personal well-being.
Some attribute the using of an apple to the
translation of the story of Adam and Eve
and the forbidden fruit that caused the
expulsion from paradise.

The word honey, or “dvash” in Hebrew,
has the same numerical value as the
words “Av Harachamim,” Father of Mercy.
Jews hope that God will be merciful on
Rosh HaShanah as He judges us for our
year’s deeds. Moroccans dip apples in
honey and serve cooked quince, which is
an apple-like fruit, symbolizing a sweet

future. Other
Moroccans dip dates
in sesame and anise
seeds and powdered
sugar in addition to
dipping apples in
honey.

Among some Jews
from Egypt, a sweet
jelly made of gourds
or coconut is used to
ensure a sweet year
and apples are
dipped in sugar
water instead of in
honey. Honey is also
used by Jews around
the world not only
for dipping apples

but in desserts. Some maintain in the phrase
“go you way, eat the fat, drink the sweet,”
sweet refers to apples and honey.

The recipes below will help make
your Rosh Hashanah sweet.

* * *
CHICKEN WITH HONEY

FRUIT SAUCE
Ingredients:
3/4 cup apricot jam
1 1/2 cups orange juice
1 1/2 cups red wine
1 tablespoon ginger

2 teaspoons garlic powder
1 1/2 teaspoons thyme
2 tablespoons honey
2 teaspoons corn starch
2 teaspoons cold water
6 ounces apricots
6 ounces prunes
3 to 4 pounds cut-up chicken

Preparation:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Grease a

baking dish. Place chicken parts in dish. Set
aside.

2. Place apricot jam, orange juice, red
wine, ginger, garlic powder, thyme and
honey in a saucepan. Bring to a boil. Reduce
heat and simmer to reduce to 3 cups.

3. Stir in corn starch and water and blend.
Add apricots and prunes. Pour over chicken.
Bake in preheated oven 45 minutes or until
chicken is done. Makes 6 servings

* * *
POPPYSEED HONEY DRESSING

Ingredients:
1/4 cup honey
2 tablespoons Dijon mustard
2 tablespoons cider vinegar
1/2 cup oil
2 teaspoons poppy seeds

Preparation: 
1. Beat honey, mustard and vinegar in a

bowl or shake well in a jar with a lid.
2. Add oil and poppy seeds and shake some

more. Use in a salad with mixed greens and
fruit such as grapefruit. Makes about 1 cup.

* * *
APPLES AND HONEY CAKE

Ingredients:
2 cups flour
2 teaspoons baking soda
1 teaspoon salt
3/4 cup sugar or sugar substitute
2 teaspoons cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon nutmeg
1/4 teaspoon cloves
3 cups grated, unpeeled apples
2 eggs
1 1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
3/4 cup vegetable oil
1/3 cup non-dairy creamer or pareve whip-
ping cream
1/2 cup honey or honey substitute

Preparation:
1. Preheat oven to 325 degrees F. Grease a

bundt pan.
2. In a mixer or food processor, blend flour,

baking soda, salt, sugar or sugar substitute,
cinnamon, nutmeg and cloves. Add apples.

3. Add eggs, vanilla, oil, non-dairy creamer
or whipping cream, and honey and blend
slightly. Pour into greased bundt pan. Bake 45
minutes or until a toothpick inserted into the
center comes out clean. Cool before remov-
ing from pan. 

(Sybil Kaplan is a journalist and food writer
in Jerusalem.) 
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The Winnipeg Chapter wishes all our donors, families 
and friends a very Healthy and Happy New Year. 

Let us pray for peace in our beloved Israel - Am Y'Israel Chai
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May the sound of the
shofar...ring in a year of
peace for you this Rosh
Hashanah!
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It has taken me most of my life to recognize
my inappropriate behavior. Honestly, today
when I communicate with respect, adding
firmness to the mix, I receive calm and
respectful responses most of the time.
Accepting the challenge and developing the
discipline to move from almost zero obser-
vance in Judaism to moving forward most of
the time has been a miracle in my life. We do
have a degree of free will, according to

Judaism’s basic tenets, and exercising it in this way at times feels like
climbing Mount Everest. 

No one can be dragged to a house of worship or a house of study,
nor can they be pushed. Our community would be wise to build a
Tabernacle NOW that would have the mystical power of becoming a
magnet that would attract Jews to it with desire and joy in their hearts
and souls.

I think as the Jewish Learning Centre grows into its larger space it
will create more programs and events that will attract interest from a
wide range of Jews. The JLC and the Herzlia are the only two houses
of worship in the South End that come as close as humanly possible
to observing the Torah’s laws. These centres allow people to elevate
themselves spiritually according to the words of the Torah at their own
speed. They are the stepping stones before the Mashiach appears.
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson (1902-1994) emphasized that
the performance of just one additional good deed could usher in the
era of Mashiach.

The JLC offers solid and exciting programs that anyone can attend to
attain knowledge of Judaism and, if you choose, to embrace spiritual-
ity, prayer and blessings. And you can select the level of participation
you desire. The JLC is meant for every Jew in this community, young
and old, student and retiree, businessman and professional – all will
benefit from the new facility, regardless of background or affiliation –
whether Sefardic, Ashkenazic, Yemenite, or Chassidic. Everyone is
accepted for who they are and can therefore truly feel included in the
Jewish Learning Centre. [JLC] The JLC is not a synagogue or a mem-
bership driven organization. This centre is unlike anything else in
Winnipeg’s Jewish Community. This will secure Jewish Life – and the
continuity of all Winnipeg’s Jewish organizations-not just for today but
also well into the future.

The Chabad do not put labels on Jews. We have one thing that we
share and that unites us – we are all Jews, and have the Torah that
binds us. Lubavitch programs are attended by Jews of all backgrounds.
Chances are that you, too, will find a program that is “custom fit” to
your interests. I must state now this centre in not only for religious
people. Even if you do not care about religion you care about the con-
tinuity and well being of the Jewish people. 

The JLI is operated by Rabbi Shmuly Altein and often receives input
from his wife, Adina Altein. The study guides are provided by The Rohr
Jewish Learning Institute (www.myJLI.com), the educational arm of the
Chabad Lubavitch Movement. Rohr is located at 822 Eastern Parkway,
Brooklyn, NY 11213, phone (888) YOUR-JLI/718-221-6900

Every Jew would benefit from courses such as “Medicine & Morals:
Your Jewish Guide Through Life’s Tough Decisions” and “Beyond
Never Again: How The Holocaust Speaks To Us Today”. I have attend-
ed five courses and will attend more. The information will alter your
mind, heart and soul. The knowledge one receives is priceless.

The main essence of the “Medicine and Morals” course, as I under-
stand it, is that Judaism values life more than anything. The Talmud
teaches: “Save a life, save a whole world.” We are living at a time
when many of us will be required to make tough decisions for our par-
ents and others who are not in a position to make them for them-
selves. 

Here are some of the key points of the “Medicine and Morals”
course with respect to medical ethics: “Secular ethics views confi-
dentiality as vital for practical therapeutic reasons as well as a neces-
sary element of patient autonomy. Jewish law exhorts every individual
to refrain from passing around information regarding others. This is
true even if the information is innocuous.

“The major difference between secular ethics and Jewish Law is that
the duty imposed by Jewish Law has a broader reach, extending to all
information about any individual, whereas in secular ethics there is
only a right to confidentiality once a relationship of trust has been
established, as in the patient-physician relationship. Both Jewish Law
and secular law impose an obligation to breach confidentiality when
there is a likelihood of serious physical harm to a third party. Jewish
laws extends this to include not only physical harm, but any other
kind of harm such as financial harm.

“In situations where Jewish Law would normally require disclosure
but doing so would lead to financial loss, it would be permitted to
withhold the information so long as maintaining confidentiality would
not result in a threat to someone’s life. The permission to operate is

only appropriate if the chances of life and death as a result of the
surgery are equal [50/50] However’ if the patients chances of death
are a higher % as a result of the operation no operation should be
attempted. 

This course will equip you with the knowledge to make the right
decision and that is to choose life when appropriate. It also addresses
the ethics of reproductive technologies.

The course “Beyond Never Again: How The Holocaust Speaks To Us
Today” left me feeling extreme anger toward G-d. I was not comfort-
able having these feelings regarding the Holocaust and why Hashem
[G-d] did not intervene. The rabbis taught me it is fine to have those
feelings. One said to me: “If you were not a believer in G-d, you
would most likely not be angry at him.”

Can we understand human suffering? How the Holocaust impacts us
as Jews is an extremely difficult topic to clarify. The course discussed
the Mitzvah of Kiddush Hashem, an action by a Jew that brings hon-
our, respect and glory to G-d. And it delved into finding faith in diffi-
cult times. The course helped me understand the Halachic questions
of the Holocaust era. And, most importantly it left me with a feeling
that we shall have a brighter tomorrow. If we lose hope, we have lost
everything.

It is impossible for human beings to totally grasp the evil and atroc-
ity of the Holocaust? Isaiah 55:8-9 says: “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, neither are your ways My ways,” says the Lord. “As the heav-
ens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways
and My thoughts [higher] than your thoughts.”

In the tradition of Abraham and Moses, a person can and should turn
to G-d and demand that the suffering of others cease. One approach
to understanding why the Holocaust happened is a subtle and sophis-
ticated recognition that we cannot know, because to understand the
reason for suffering might lessen our sensitivity to it. And the ultimate
answer to the question concerning the suffering around us is that no
answer is acceptable. The goal therefore is to get the suffering to stop.
The suffering of others should be alleviated, not rationalized. Judaism
does not glorify suffering; it is a temporary aberration with which we
should never make peace. Jewish tradition firmly believes in a time
when suffering will end, and “G-d shall wipe the tears off every face.

The most important Jewish number is one. When it comes to suffer-
ing, we feel the pain of each individual. The Holocaust was the mur-
der of one Jew. It happened six million times. Understanding Jewish
suffering is a window into responding to suffering in the world at
large. Nazism waged a war against the Jews and attempted to dehu-
manize them. Jews who refused to adopt Nazi values were engaging
in a form of spiritual resistance that was as difficult and courageous as
armed resistance.

These are a few of the topics one will experience by attending this
session when it is offered again. There are no neat, tidy and purely
intellectual answers as why this evil atrocity occurred. However, one
will leave after this six-week session feeling a sense of understanding
and a liberation from hatred. 
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Walk the Walk & Talk the Talk! 
TAKE THE HIGH ROAD

By

HART PEIKOFF



By EDMON J.
RODMAN 

LOS ANGELES
(JTA) – Don’t let
Maimonides catch
you napping on
Rosh HaShanah. 

His famous quote,
“Awake, awake, you
slumberers from
your sleep, inspect
your actions and
return” – usually
found in the High
Holidays prayer
book before the
sounding of the sho-
far – is meant as the
ultimate shluf alarm,
his righteous tap on
your shoulder. 

But what if while
sitting in services
one Jewish New
Year’s Day you
should “accidental-
ly” hit the snooze
button and head off
into the realm of
s o m n a m b u l a n t
psalms?

Some of us seem
to become so
drowsy the second
we set foot in a syn-
agogue. Then the passages seem long, the air
conditioning makes us feel cool and comfy,
words barely familiar buzz around our ears,
the rabbi goes on and on ... our lids grow so
heavy.

As our heads lurch forward, startling us
awake, we wish there was a Starbucks in the
social hall or a private place to sacrifice a can
of Red Bull. For many of us who work long
hours, the prayers and sermons of the Days of
Awe work best when they are preceded by
nights of ahh.

The need for sleep and wakefulness is even
emphasized in the liturgy: On Rosh
Hashanah morning we thank God for remov-
ing “sleep from our eyes, slumber from our
eyelids,” as well as restoring vigor to the
weary.” Later in the morning, the shofar’s
blast calls us to physical and spiritual atten-
tion. 

On Yom Kippur afternoon, when we are
tired, hungry and out of it, we read the story
of Jonah, who while heading by sea away

from where God
wants him to go,
falls into a deep
sleep in the ship’s
hold. While he’s
napping, the sky
storms and the sea
crashes; the ship
begins to founder.

“How can you be
sleeping so sound-
ly!” the captain cries
out to him.

To save the crew
and ship, Jonah
needs to rouse him-
self, and during the
High Holidays we
want to rouse our-
selves, too. After all,
apparently some-
thing important is
going on, and that
“gentle” elbow in

the side from our partner can
leave a mark.

In talking about the relation-
ship of sleep to the High
Holidays, Dr. Rubin Naiman, the
sleep specialist and a clinical
assistant professor of medicine at
the University of Arizona’s
Center for Integrative Medicine,
cited Shabbat as an example of
how sleep relates to our spiritual-
ity.

“It’s been a reminder to slow
down and sleep,” he said in a
phone interview from his Tucson
home. “Sleep is not simply
unconsciousness; it refers to the
deepest part of ourselves.

“My parents, who were
Holocaust survivors, taught me
to honor sleep,” said Naiman,
who grew up in a traditional
Jewish home.

Naiman feels sleep helped
them to survive. In his book,
‘Healing Night: The Science and
Spirit of Sleeping, Dreaming, and
Awakening,” he suggests a battle
between divine and man-made
forces as a reason for our sleep
deficits.

“When God said, ‘Let there be
light,’ he divided it equally with
night,” he wrote. “But when
Edison said let there be even

more light, he appropriated it from night. And
there are serious casualties”

To avoid being a casualty, Naiman has a
couple of suggestions. 

“It’s not like you can prepare the night
before. You need to run up to it,” he said.

While reminding that sleep requirements
differ, Naiman said that “Few people can get
by with less than seven to nine hours.”

To find a natural balance between sleeping
and waking, he suggested “avoiding exces-
sive stimulation.” But perhaps to the chagrin
of pulpit rabbis everywhere, Naiman suggest-
ed that if growing drowsy, we should “stop
fighting sleepiness” and go with it.

“Falling asleep is an act of faith,” he said.
“Think of it as diving into a pool of water;
close your eyes and descend.” 

In other words, if you feel the need, it’s OK
to shut your eyes. 

At first I thought, napping through Rosh
HaShanah: What’s next, recliners instead of
pews? 

But later that day, taking the doctor’s
advice, I closed my eyes to take a nap and re-
thought our conversation. Feeling a pleasant
wave come over me, I wondered if Naiman
was on to something.

While on the couch, I remembered being in
synagogue on Shabbat closing my eyes and
saying the Shema. More than once I kept
them closed a few beats longer, even while
chanting the first paragraph. When I finally
opened my eyes, I had felt refreshed. 

I also remembered on Rosh HaShanah see-
ing several members of my congregation
closing their eyes while the ba’al tekiah
sounded the horn. Naiman had said the sho-
far’s blasts on Rosh HaShanah were “calling
people to a higher state of wakefulness.”
Were those with their eyes shut experiencing
wakefulness within? 

This year I would close my eyes and see. 
(Edmon J. Rodman is a JTA columnist who

writes on Jewish life from Los Angeles.
Contact him at edmojace@gmail.com.) 

40 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Rosh Hashanah

Dozing on the Days of Awe 
The Board of Directors and Staff

of the Rose and Max Rady
Jewish Community Centre

wish you a
Happy Rosh Hashanah

Suite B100 - 123 Doncaster Street
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3N 2B3

Eric Sawyer
PRESIDENT

Gayle Waxman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Some of us seem to
become so drowsy the
second we set foot in a

synagogue. Then the pas-
sages seem long, the air
conditioning makes us
feel cool and comfy,
words barely familiar
buzz around our ears,

the rabbi goes on and on
... our lids grow so heavy.



My mother Hilda
Stern is a resident at
the Simkin Centre in
Winnipeg. She is lost
to her family as she
suffers from Lewy
body Dementia (a
form of Alzheimer’s
disease). During my
visits, I sit beside her
and tell her things
that she will not
remember a second
after I speak them. I
look at her and try
not to see the woman
who is sitting in the
wheelchair in front of
me. Instead, I try to
think of the woman
that I remember as
my mother.

My mother taught
me many lessons. At
the time, I didn’t realize the importance of the
messages. I thought that my mother would
live forever and be the same as she was when
I was a child.

The most important lesson Mom taught me
was “love.” Her greatest joy was having the
family over for the holidays and for Friday
night dinners. My mother’s vessel, which she
shared with many women of her generation,
was food. Her cooking and baking brought
her great joy as she shared her creations with
the people she loved. My father enjoyed her
cooking and thought she was the best cook in
the world. Without even realizing it, I later
became a version of my mother around food.
When I asked my children over and over
again what they wanted to eat, they would
say to me then, “What is it about the word
‘No’ that you don’t understand?”

My mother would have been a good sales-
woman. I think often of the time that she
made a blueberry cake and said, “Have a
piece. It is only fruit.”

My dad’s favourite line was, “Have a piece
of cake. What do you have to lose?”

So when I prepared something even as sim-
ple as lunch for a friend, I often think of my
mother. While I am preparing meals, espe-
cially in the evening, I can dig into my mem-
ory and see my mother – not the woman sit-
ting in the wheelchair but standing by the
stove, stirring, chopping and mixing to make
all the delicious food we enjoyed.

My mother as a young woman always
worked. On Thursday nights, she would stay
up cooking into the night to prepare for

Shabbat dinner. Not
once did she com-
plain or say, “I am
too tired to do it.”
Instead, once again,
she taught me the
lesson of doing for
others. Her
unselfishness did not
become relevant to
me at the time that it
was happening. I
only understood that
lesson years later.

Another important
lesson my mother
taught me was about
romance. She
adored my father.
One day, when I was
having a discussion
with her about what
to cook for Rosh
Hashanah, I asked,
“Why don’t you
make apricot chick-
en?”

My mother
replied, “Your father
doesn’t like it.”

So I said, “Well, he
isn’t the only one at

the dinner.”
My mother responded, “But he is the most

important one.”
Her comment caught me by surprise at the

time and I have since thought back to what
she had said and marvelled at this wonderful
relationship between my parents.

Mom was very tenacious and was deter-
mined that her children would get a Jewish
education. My sister Carole and I went to
Peretz School and my brother Marvin went to
Talmud Torah. The tuition even in those days
was high for my parents, as my father was a
salesman in the food industry and didn’t
make a lot of money. My mother would go
and speak to the administration and lobby for
them to reduce the tuition for us so that we
could obtain a Jewish edu-
cation. She was successful
in this goal and we all
graduated from our class-
es.

Culture was another
thing that Mom thought
was important for her chil-
dren to learn. It was not
without sacrifice that my
parents bought us a piano
and arranged for my sister
and me to take private
piano lessons. Mom want-
ed us to play so that if we
were at a party, we could
entertain our friends and
be popular. My dad got
paid on Thursdays and our
lessons were on
Wednesdays after school.
Mom often told us that she
had to look for change
around the house so we
could pay for our piano
lessons.

I will always think of my
mother long after she has
gone and remember the
valuable lessons that she
has taught me. They are
deeply embedded in my
heart.
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Happy
Rosh HashanahA mother’s Lessons

Ricki’s parents, Hilda and Sid Segal:
One day, when I was having a

discussion with her about what to
cook for Rosh Hashanah, I asked,

“Why don’t you make apricot
chicken?”

My mother replied, “Your father
doesn’t like it.”

So I said, “Well, he isn’t the only
one at the dinner.”

My mother responded, “But he is
the most important one.”

By

RICKI SEGAL



Written in Jewish by Mayer Karlinsky - June 5, 1954
for Willie Karlinsky. 
Translated to English

A short biography of my deceased brother,
Avraham Karlinsky. It is dedicated to my
nephew, Dr. Willie Karlinsky. Not being a pro-
fessional writer I am writing only a short biog-
raphy of your deceased father without any
embellishments.

The idea to write it came to me now, in
my old age. Now I am anxious to know
many things about my deceased parents.
When one is still a child one thinks only of
the present; as one ages one thinks about
the future, about a family, a nest, about
various plans and castles in the air that are
never realized. Afterwards, when children
arrive, the finest hopes are placed on their
young shoulders. What we ourselves failed
to reach, we hope that the offspring will.
They will continue to spin the dreams from
which we have resigned: they will rise to the
heights to which our own wings proved to be
too old and too weak. Only in old age we
begin thinking about the past, only now, when
I wish to know something about my parents, I
have no one to ask - it’s too late.

Therefore, I wish now to correct my own mistake
for your sake and for the sake of the remaining chil-
dren, in case you will sometimes desire to know the
biography of your deceased father from
his childhood until his leaving for
Canada in 1913. I’m the only one who
can supply you with that information,
which I’m doing now, before it gets too late. Your father, like myself,

was born in the village of Glazzov, about 15 miles from the city
Novogorodsieversk, province of Chernigow, in the Ukraine. It

had a population of 500 poor farmer families and 6-7
Jewish families, who also belonged to the poor category.

When my father died I was barely a year old and your
father barely four years. After his death (you hear his
name for many long years) mother was left with nine
children; several children also died before I was born. 

Mother Leah passed away 11 years after my father’s
passing. Afterwards we were all together as before,
except one married sister. We owned our house of 3
1/2 rooms; compared to the farmers’ huts, which
had roofs of straw and earthen floors, ours was a
palace. True, it also had a straw roof but the floors
were of wood. That attracted many pedlars, cattle
dealers and ordinary poor people to come to us,
because there were no hotels nor restaurants in the
village. They ate, drank and slept at our place, not
for pay, God forbid, that would have been an insult
for us and would have deprived us of the mitzvah of
Hospitality, which was the precept of Father
Abraham, who was the first hospitable personality, a
mitzvah that was very popular with us. And so we

squeezed ourselves, not like here, where two persons
have 5 or 6 rooms and no room for a visitor to spend a

night. Summertime it wasn’t too bad – your father and I
slept in a barn on hay or on hemp, which we used to pur-

chase from the farmers. We also had two stores in the vil-
lage – there was about 50 rubels worth of stock in both of

them. It consisted mainly of salt, kerosene, salted fish and nails
for coffins, for mortality was very high. The farmer
made his own clothing from his own wool for
winter and from hemp for summer. He was in no
need of shoes - he braided slipperlike shoes from

rope, and in the summer he went barefeet. The stores also carried tea
and sugar, also tobacco, for which there was only
one customer - the priest. Occasionally a farmer
would purchase sugar for one kopeck to refresh a
sick child. We were educated by a “melamed”
(religious teacher) who was brought in for the few
children in the village. Naturally he was not a
High-class pedagogue; still we studied with fervor
and some of it remained until today.

After his Bar-Mitzvah, to which there were not
made any preparations, as is done here, nor were
parties arranged, your father began carrying the
yoke of making a living. The Russian language we
studied in the village schools up to grade 3, where
the few Jewish children were almost like profes-
sors. I, for instance, had completed the 3 year
course in two months and there wasn’t anything
more for me to attend school; however the
teacher begged me to appear at the exams, as she
wanted to boast to the superintendent for produc-
ing at least one successful student.
Understandably, we did not get a great lot of edu-
cation in that institution; still we were all quite
familiar with the Russian language, which later
enabled me to get a job in a bank, where every-
thing was conducted in that language. That came
about (the job) through our brother Laizer, who
was two years older than your father and who
was, later, the teacher of Yudasha Pesikow.

Brother Laizer, when a child, fell off a swing,
injured his foot, and remained with a limp. He got
the same education as the rest of us. When he
reached 15 and realizing that there is no future for
him in the village, he confided to your father that
he plans to leave the village. He bean saving a
kopek to a kopek from the mutual treasury.
Although our older brother Zalmon was already
married, after mother died, and had his own chil-
dren, we did not have any private property. So
Laizer saved up about ten rubles and with that
your father escorted him out of the village. For
three weeks, except for your father, we didn’t
know where he was. Even your father didn’t know
his destination (he was still a child of 13 -14). At
last a letter from him arrived from Chernigow, and
later from Gomel, a city with a population 60%
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J e w i s h ,
where he
studied in
a Yeshiva

and ate daily at different homes, and like
many Yeshiva boys, he was fascinated with
socialist ideas and became a socialist.

Knowing the Hebrew language well, he
was teaching Hebrew while himself studied
Russian, enough to pass the exams of 6
grades Gymnasium, equal to eleven grades
locally, and in many subjects still higher than
grade eleven. It included Greek and Latin,
which was then mandatory; these subjects
were later eliminated. 

At the beginning of this century I already
had a job as a salesman in a textile business
in the town of Glachov, earning a salary of 10
rubles monthly with room and board.
Knowing that my brother Laizer is putting up
with hardship and hunger I wrote to him to
join me in Gluchov, where our married sister
resided and where here, too, one can suffer
from hunger, study and teach Hebrew. He
indeed did come, but being fascinated with
his socialist ideas, he used to attend socialist
meetings, which were illegal and took place
in secluded corners of town. Once, in a win-
ter night, he caught a cold. Returning to an
unheated room increased his cold, he
became sick and he returned back to the vil-
lage where he passed away at the age of 24.
Before he died he received the satisfying
news that a revolutionary student shot the
gruesome Minister Von Pleve. 

His last words to us were that we should
self-educate ourselves, which we obeyed. 

Soon after that your father was called to
military service, he was detailed to the
artillery. The term of his service was to last 3
years and eight months. In his last year a
decree was announced that the service was
reduced by 1 year; The two thirds that ended
their term were to go home and one third had
to remain the full time. 

As, at that time, I became eligible for the
military, and knowing that with his returning
home I would lose all privileges I would have
while he is in the army (apparently two broth-
ers were not required to serve at the same
time–Translator) and I would certainly have
had to serve two years and eight months. He
decided to serve voluntarily the remaining
eight months, so that I would not lose my
privileges. And so it indeed turned out - I was
freed from the military due to his action. True,
in the first world war I was called to serve,
but during the three peaceful years, before
the war, I was free.

From time to time I used to send him a few
rubles to replenish the 25 kopeks monthly
wages he received from the government. He
made good use of what I sent him. When he
returned home I helped with new clothes.
Later, when the Bolsheviks came to power,
he helped me a great deal and enabled me to
come to Canada, for which I was thankful to
him. 

We mutually helped each other, never
keeping account of who did more for whom.
We were very close to each other, before in
Russia until his going to Canada and later, in
Canada, until his demise. I only wish that all
of you should keep together one with the
other, as we were. Why do I write you all
this? For the present is uncertain. Who
knows? It might indeed turn out, as the previ-
ous American presidential candidate Wilkie
has prophesied in his book, “One world shall
come to pass” (but not under the present
Government of the Bolsheviks), “that there
will be no more borders, nor visas and with
today’s transportation you can arrive in
Russia in 6 to 8 hours, and possibly in less
time in the future, and it will possibly enable

you to get acquainted with our relatives, who
remained in Russia, to whom, like your
father, I was very much attached. You should
know who our relatives are.

From your father’s side they are all
Karlinskys, from the towns of
Novgorodsieversk and Glukhov and neigh-
boring villages. From my mother’s side the
Krainins, that stem from Novgorodsieversks
and neighboring villages are our relatives.
Now they are not in those places, except a
few. The remainder are spread all over Russia;
many were exterminated by Hitlerian ban-
dits. As it is known to me, many became pro-
fessionals. I also know that several are
Doctors, amongst whom there are four
women doctors. I dedicate this short biogra-
phy of your demised father to you, because I
know that you are more sentimental, and also
more Jewishly inclined than the other chil-
dren, except Leah. And if any of you would
wish to find anything out about your father,
you will find it in this short biography.

Thanks to Jim Ludwig for providing the
material and pictures for this story.
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By MARJORIE INGALL 
NEW YORK (Tablet Magazine) – We’ve

always loved golems. The notion of a soulless
husk suddenly given life is deliciously reso-
nant. First there was Adam, formed from dust
and given breath by God. Then there were a
thousand variants, from the monster in Mary
Shelley’s “Frankenstein” to the manic clean-
ing implements that Mickey Mouse animated
but failed to control in “The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice” to the computer in “2001: A
Space Odyssey.” The idea of a powerful crea-
ture being given consciousness, then behav-
ing in unpredictable ways, is thrilling. 

It’s also troubling. The legend of the Golem
of Prague involves the 16th-century Maharal,
also known as Judah Loew, a powerful rabbi
who created a golem (the word derives from
the Hebrew for unshaped form) to defend the
ghetto from pogroms. In the tale’s many ver-
sions – a 19th-century German novel, short
books by Elie Wiesel and Francine Prose,
golem-themed episodes of “The X-Files” and
“The Simpsons” – the golem often winds up
attacking its maker, becoming more vicious
than intended or devastated by its own clay
heart. 

Given the folkloric, timeless nature of the
tale, it’s no wonder it has inspired so many
children’s books. This year’s entry, “The
Golem’s Latkes” by Eric Kimmel, illustrated
by Aaron Jasinski, is a cartoony, not-very-
scary version of “The Sorcerer’s Apprentice”
in which a lazy maid delegates the potato
pancake-making to a golem, leading to a
giant interfaith party to which the emperor brings applesauce. It’ll be
out in a couple of months and would, of course, make a delightful hol-
iday gift. 

However, I’m drawn to the darker versions of the tale. David
Wisniewski’s “Golem,” which won the Caldecott Medal for the best
illustrated children’s book of 1997, is really, really scary. (Any book
that explains blood libel is not for the youngest kids.) The layered,
paper-cut illustrations are amazing, and the story emphasizes the
golem’s nascent humanity. The creature cannot control its anger, but
also loves sunrises and flowers. After an explosion of rage, it begs the

man it thinks of as its father: “Please! Please
let me live! I did all that you asked of me! Life
is so … precious … to me!” Rabbi Judah
returns him to clay anyway, with the (com-
forting?) observation that the golem won’t
remember anything about being alive. 

For middle-grade readers, there is 2009’s
“Clay Man: The Golem of Prague” by Irene N.
Watts, illustrated by Kathryn E. Shoemaker.
This one draws a pretty explicit Holocaust
parallel (the Jews have to wear yellow circles
on their clothing), and the soft pencil illustra-
tions have a gentle, mournful quality. Other
excellent middle-grade versions are Barbara
Rogasky’s 1996 “The Golem,” with ominous,
deep-toned illustrations by the late four-time
Caldecott winner Trina Schart Hyman (it’s out
of print but still readily available online), and
I.B. Singer’s “The Golem,” in which the
pathetic golem falls in love, featuring soft
watercolors by another Caldecott rock star,
the brilliant Uri Shulevitz. 

But it’s in the young-adult category that I
think the golem story achieves the most
nuance. Teens love horror: Conventional wis-
dom has it that monsters represent the
untamed id of adolescence, the inability to
control one’s own urges. Vampires, a staple in
young-adult lit, are all about longing and
sometimes sublimated sexuality; werewolves
are pure animalistic brutality; fallen angels
reflect fears about the consequences of not
being perfect; zombies represent brainless
conformity. 

The golem fits in perfectly. “Clay,” the 2007
novel by the acclaimed British writer David Almond, is perhaps the
most literary of young-adult golem books. In “Clay,” an altar boy in a
faded coal-mining town meets a mysterious newcomer who may have
the power to create life from earth. Almond’s perspective is Catholic,
but his biblical and moral themes are very familiar to Jews, and the
book is clearly based on the golem story. Davie, the protagonist, wres-
tles with notions of good and evil, the desire to create and the power
to destroy, and the way attraction and repulsion can be mixed. There
are themes about the end of innocence, the expulsion from paradise,
forgiveness and redemption, and the responsibilities of the artist. The

Northern English
dialect can be chal-
lenging, but this is a
powerful, very
creepy and haunting
book. 

On the other end
of the literary spec-
trum is “Swoon,” a
2010 novel by Nina
Malkin. This is your
classic girl-meets-
boy-who-inhabits-a-
golem-that-girl-has-
created story. It is
sexy, sexy cheese.
The book’s heroine
is Dice (short for
Candice) and the
hot, nasty golem is
Sin (no, really –
short for Sinclair).
Do not confuse Dice
or Sin with the other
Gossip Girl-esque
characters, Pen,
Marsh, Gel, Crane,
Doll, Con, Duck and
Boz, though every-
body does tons of
drugs and has tons
of sex. Turns out, as
things so often do,
that Sin has been
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seeking a body to inhabit so he can return
to the Connecticut town where he was
murdered a couple hundred years earlier
and take revenge on the descendants of

his torturers. Sin is horrid to Dice, but she loves him anyway because
he’s a hot golem. Malkin keeps using the word “golem” (along with
“dust-boy” and “dirt devil”), but Swoon differs from the classic golem
tale in that Sin exists independently of a body; Dice has only provid-
ed a receptacle for his angry soul. In that way it’s really more of a dyb-
buk story. A sexy, cheesy dybbuk story. 

I loved the heartbreaking golem in “Storm Thief” by Chris Wooding
(2006), and I think teenage fans of post-apocalyptic and dystopian fan-
tasy will, too. After being caught in a “probability storm,” a kind of
violent ripple of atmosphere that unpre-
dictably changes things in its wake, the
golem has been separated from his
maker. 

He has only flashes of memory of being
made, and he desperately wants to know
who he is and what his purpose is. The
golem is prone to flashes of rage, but he
also wants to love and help. (He’s a cross
between Frankenstein’s monster and
Wolverine.) Unlike “Swoon,” which is a
story of selfishness, “Storm Thief” is all
about sacrifice. The golem is a secondary
character, but he’s the one who stuck with me. Maybe because I’m a
parent; we understand sacrifice. 

“The Girl Who Circumnavigated Fairyland in a Ship of Her Own
Making” (2011), by Catherynne M. Valente, is pretty florid; I wanted
to yank out half the adjectives and stomp on them like ants. But
among all the over-the-top fairies, marids, gnomes, changelings,
witches, selkies, hippogriffs and djinn, there’s a female golem made of
soap. I loved her. “Her face was a deep olive-y green castile, her hair
a rich and oily Marseille, streaked with lime peels. Her body was
patchwork: here strawberry soap with bits of red fruit showing
through, there saffron and sandalwood, orange and brown. … Her
eyes were two piercing, faceted slivers of soapstone. On her brow

someone had written TRUTH in the kind of handwriting teachers
always have: clear and curling and lovely.” 

This golem, too, longs for her absent maker. Despite her grief, she
lives to serve. She cleanses the book’s heroine of the dust of her jour-
ney, breaking off her own fingers with a snap to throw into different
baths – baths that give courage, renew wishes, foster luck. This rare
female golem wants to nurture, not destroy. 

Unlike most golems, she can speak (when she does, soap bubbles
escape her lips). She’s powerless but not voiceless: Many young girls,
pouring out their hearts in diaries and to friends, can understand that
duality. She’s all yearning; again, girls can understand that feeling all
too well. She’s also the only completely kind female figure in a fairy-
land full of men and boys and mean girls. And like the tree in “The

Giving Tree,” she disappears as she
helps and helps and helps. 

A golem is a sturdy creature on which
to hang a young-adult story. It works as
a repository for every theme that speaks
to teenagers: Who am I in the world?
What powers do I have? Who can I trust?
How do I create a separate existence
from my parents’? How do I control my
anger and manage my baser instincts? 

In many stories the golem is an over-
grown child, an identity teenagers fight
against and relate to simultaneously. 

In “When Toys Come Alive,” Lois Rostow Kuznets, a professor emer-
itus of children’s literature at San Diego State, discusses how toys can
represent our concerns about technology. Kids today have even more
understanding of the dangers of technology than their predecessors –
they grew up seeing the way gossip and bullying can spread through
social media in the blink of a non-soapstone eye. Stuffed animals,
unlike Facebook and Twitter, wait patiently for loving humans to come
back. 

Perhaps the golem, made of earth and clay, represents a longing for
a simpler, less networked, more easily turned-off past. 

Wednesday, September 21, 2011, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   45

Feature story

KENNETH A. FILKOW, Q.C.
JAMES G. HARLEY

BRIAN J. MERONEK, Q.C.
PAUL G. SARANCHUK*
MICHAEL D. WERIER 

D. MICHAEL WILLCOCK
MICHAEL G. FINLAYSON
MICHAEL D. RICHARDS

GRANT A. STEFANSON
JOHN C. STEWART
ROGER D. GRIPP  

HAROLD COCHRANE 
DEREK W. COWARD

ORVEL L. CURRIE* ** *** 
KRIS M. SAXBERG

BRENDA A. JOHNSTON
DARCIE C. YALE

HAROLD K. IRVING, Q.C.
JOHN E. DEACON, Q.C.

RUSSELL G. WOOKEY
DAVID MORRY

WALTER THIESSEN
ROBERT J. GRAHAM
JEFFREY L. BROWN

BRADLEY D. REGEHR 
DIANE M. STASIUK**

JONATHAN L. GOLDENBERG
R. IVAN HOLLOWAY
KENNETH J. MUYS
LISA D.M. SUMKA

GREG A. JOHNSON 
LUKE R. BERNAS
UZMA A. SAEED
PAUL W. BARSY

KEN G. MANDZUIK
SHAWN SCARCELLO

TANYA KELLER
TRACY MCMAHON

D. TOMAS MASI
AMANDA M. WALLACK

TRAVIS J. WEBBER
LINDSAY M. MULHOLLAND

IAN B. SCARTH
JAMES P. O’BRIEN
*Also of the Alberta Bar

**Aso of the Ontario Bar

***Also of the Saskatchewan Bar

D’ARCY & DEACON LLP enjoys a carefully

built reputation as one of the foremost

firms in Winnipeg.

Our lawyers bring comprehensive

experience and proven expertise to the

institutions, businesses, organizations

and individuals we serve. Our size allows

us to maintain the flexibility required to

ensure the provision of direct and cost-

effective representation and counsel.

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

D’ARCY & DEACON LLP

HAPPY
NEW YEAR

to all our friends and clients

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

D’ARCY & DEACON LLP

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

D’ARCY & DEACON LLP

BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS

D’ARCY & DEACON LLP

WINNIPEG    •    CALGARY

2200 - One Lombard Place • Winnipeg, Manitoba Canada • R3B 0X7
Phone 204-942-2271 • Fax 204-943-4242

Suite 300, 255 17th Avenue S.W. • Calgary, Alberta Canada • T2S 2T8
Phone 403-266-5376 • Fax 403-266-5396

www.darcydeacon.com         inquiries@darcydeacon.com

A golem is a sturdy creature on which to
hang a young-adult story. It works as a

repository for every theme that speaks to
teenagers: Who am I in the world? What
powers do I have? Who can I trust? How
do I create a separate existence from my
parents’? How do I control my anger and

manage my baser instincts? 

Golems
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By HARRIS D. GULKO
Judaism for me is a boundless smorgasbord of knowledge, of

chochma (wisdom). No one is capable of contemplating all of it.
Indeed no one is talented enough to absorb even a small portion of
our tradition and learning. I permit myself to take portions of it that
satisfy my own spiritual and intellectual appetite.

Take for example those three words that we will be repeating ever
so often during the High Holy days:
TEFILAH TESHUVAH TZEDAKAH

These three words are for me like three signposts on a journey that
has taken me many years, and to many places.

TEFILAH usually translates as PRAYER, TESHUVAH as REPEN-
TANCE, and TZEDAKAH as CHARITY.

In what I feel is good Talmudic practice, I studied the sources and
came up with what I think is a new slant on these three words, espe-
cially the third word, tzedakah, which I postulate can mean love.

But let me address these three words in their traditional order. First,
TEFILAH. I choose to translate it as: “I don’t always know the answer.”
I come to this interpretation in view of the fact that tefilah is a clear
indication of our vulnerabilities: its root has the meanings of cutting -
as in breaking the soil - and judging, and judging oneself. In our
prayers, we pray for guidance from God. An acknowledgment of a
lack of knowledge of a particular subject can be perceived as recog-
nition of one’s acceptance of simply being human, and hopefully the
seeking for that missing knowledge. 

TESHUVAH. The root of teshuvah is turning, turning away, turning to
a new direction. In such a sense it can mean: “I’m sorry”. Surely,
admitting a mistake and saying one is sorry is a genuine form of turn-
ing to a new direction. When appropriate, I try to say: “I’m sorry.
Period. Full stop. Very often there is no need for an involved explana-
tion, as long as saying “I’m sorry” is perceived as a straightforward
statement of human error, an avowal of regret.

TZEDAKAH, I choose to go to its root, which means righteousness.
What, I ask, can be more righteous than saying to a child, to a parent,

to a sibling, or to a mate, simply: “I love you” . I suggest that to love
someone, and not to tell that person that she or he is loved, is a great
pity. The value of love is decreased if it is not verbalized, and verbal-
ized often. Yes, tzedakah can mean to give love, show love and
express it by word and by action! 

Let me illustrate how love - pure and simple love - given in a large
measure -saved a very unhappy situation. Many years ago, one of my
daughters came home from a date, absolutely brokenhearted. Her
boyfriend had walked out on her. She was crying her poor heart out.
She ranted and railed and shouted:

“I HATE HIM, I HATE ALL MEN!” 
At first I said all the words that seemed appropriate at the time: “he’s

not worth it”; “forget about him, you’ll find a better young man”; “ it’s
not the end of the world”. But, the more my daughter heard those plat-
itudes, the harder she cried. Then, I took this sensitive 21-year-old in
my arms and I said: “Please don’t hate all men. In me, you have one
man who loves you. I have loved you from the moment of your birth,
and I will always love you.” She stopped crying, and calmed down
and after a while indicated very clearly that she was ready to go on
with the rest of her life. Which she did. And did beautifully.

I suggest that when we utter those three time-honored words - tefi-
lah, teshuva and tzedakah - we ought to bear in mind also these three
phrases:

“I don’t always know the answer.”; “I’m sorry.”; “I love you”.
They might very well be the most powerful tools for harmonious liv-

ing.
I suggest connubial bliss can be found in a relationship if one can

say to one’s mate, in absolute comfort: ”I’m sorry” and “I don’t always
know the answer”.

And most important, I suggest that in building and maintaining a
sound relationship one ought to say, and say often: “I love you”, and
to take delight in the saying of it. 

I want to make a personal reference to the Torah portion we read on
the High Holydays – “Akeda Yitzchak”, the “Binding of Isaac”. For
years, I was always troubled by the question raised by Akeda Yitzchak.
“Why was it necessary for God to test Abraham?” Suddenly, I realized
that question could not be answered, not because there is no answer,
but because the question is wrong. The question has been posed
incorrectly. One day I suddenly realized it was not God who was test-
ing Abraham, but the other way around: it was Abraham who was test-
ing God! I had this epiphany -I realized this truth - 23 years ago, in
Jerusalem. In a modern re-enactment of the Akeda Yitzchak, I, along
with many other Israeli parents who have been doing this for 60 years
now, brought my daughter to the enlistment office, in Jerusalem, of
the Israel Defense Forcesˆ - the Army of Israel.

I can only guess how Abraham felt when he brought his son Isaac
up that special hill. It is impossible to describe the ambivalence I
experienced starting my trip, bringing my daughter up another hill - to
the Israel Army recruiting station. On our way, I suddenly pulled over
to the side of the road, and said to my daughter: “Sharon, your deter-
mined father pulled you away from your family and friends when you
were only 12 years old. Now because of my decision to make aliyah,
you are required to give up 2 years of your life, not to mention the
inherent risks involved in serving in the army.” She pulled my hands
off my eyes - I must confess I had been crying - and looking me square
in the eyes she said: 

”Daddy, I am aware of my choices. I know I have a Canadian pass-
port, I know I have four sisters back in Canada, any one of whom
would welcome me back with open arms. But you taught me that it is
a privilege to give, and an honour to serve. Do not feel guilty. I enroll
this day of my own free will. I shall always remember how you often
quoted: “Shem tov yoter tov mi shemen tov” A good name is better
than precious oil. I will not run away from my duty. I will guard my
good name. I do not know how I will feel years from now about my
service in the army, but one thing I know for sure: if I did not respond
to this call, if I did not serve, I would regret it for the rest of my life.”

That was when I suddenly knew what Abraham felt. It was then that
I suddenly realized this truth. It was not God who was testing
Abraham, but Abraham who was testing God. And God passed the
test. For me, that day, and for the vast majority of us there that day,
Baruch HaShem, God passed the test. Elef pa’amim, Baruch HaShem.
A thousand times, Baruch HaShem.

As we here in Winnipeg pray for our family and ourselves, let us give
thought to our fellow Jews in Israel, especially the parents of the new
Israeli soldiers who will be enrolled right after Yom Kippur. They will
be testing God, and let us pray that God will pass the test. Pray that
just as Abraham walked back from the Akeda with his beloved son, so
those sons and daughters, after serving in the army, will return
unharmed to their loving parents.

Shanah tovah u’mtookah. 

46 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 21, 2011

Rosh Hashanah story

Rosh Hashanah 2011/5772

Ask about our special 

air fares to 
Eastern Europe

The Grand TourThe Grand Tour
of Israelof Israel

November 1st, 2012 to November 13, 2012

JerusalemCapernaum Negev Desert Petra (optional)

FEATURING:
• one of the most comprehensive tours of Israel at a great price
• 11 nights in hotels in Tel Aviv, Haifa, Jerusalem, Eilat,
and a kibbutz hotel

• 8 full days of sightseeing
• English speaking tour guide throughout the tour
• Luxury air-conditioned coach
• full Israeli buffet breakfast and dinners at hotels daily
• entrance fees to 20 different sites, including Massada with cable car,
a camel ride and Bedouin hospitality, visit to Bethlehem,
Jewish and Christian holy sites, and many more...

All for only $218300 (land only)

plus air from Winnipeg - $1662.00

For more information
call Marlene Nowensky

at (204) 989-85699   or 1-800-665-2626
e-mail: mnowensky@continentaltravcom
222 Osborne St. N. Winnipeg, MB R3C 1V4

presents

Happy 
Rosh Hashanah



Royal Treatment for Bar Refaeli?
Is Israeli supermodel Bar Refaeli on her way

to becoming royalty? According to British Now
Magazine, Prince William’s younger brother,
Harry, has been attempting to get with Refaeli,
who recently ended her relationship with
movie star Leonardo DiCaprio. So far she has-
n’t been expressing any interest. (Maybe it’s the
whole wearing-a-Hitler-costume thing.)

Baby Aleph Sighting
Natalie Portman and fiance Benjamin

Millepied were spotted in public for the first
time with their new baby, Aleph. The three
were walking around the streets of Paris this
week. Portman and Millepied seemed to be
very loving and admiring of the little one.

Scarlett & Clyde
Forty-three years after the French singer and

songwriter Serge Gainsbourg teamed with
Brigitte Bardot, one of the top sex symbols of
the late ’60s, to create the popular duet
“Bonnie and Clyde,” his son Lulu joins actress
Scarlet Johansson in a new rendition of the
song. The song is a part of a tribute album put
together by Lulu in honor of his father.
Gainsbourg, who grew up in Nazi-occupied France, died 20 years
ago.

Stay Gold, Ari
The series finale of

HBO’s dramedy
“Entourage” aired
Sunday night, bringing
the curtain down on
Jeremy Piven’s Emmy-
winning portrayal of
super agent Ari Gold,
one of the most in-
your-face Jewish char-
acters in television his-
tory.

Mark Ronson Off the
Market

Mega music produc-
er Mark Ronson is off
the market – he just
married French lingerie
model Josephine de la
Baume at a villa in
France. Ronson is per-
haps best known for
working with Amy
Winehouse and pro-
ducing the majority of
her masterpiece “Back
to Black.” His equally
well-known sisters,
designer Charlotte and
DJ Samantha, helped the couple celebrate.
Also in attendance were Lily Allen, Kate Moss
and Sean Lennon.

Happy Birthday Marge
Birthday haiku for

Julie Kavner, voice of
Marge Simpson:

yellow matriarch
beneath a plume of

blue hair
with a jewish voice 
For more Jewish

celebrity news visit
6nobacon.com, the
illegitimate child of
JTA. 

Rogen Knocks Down Sequel
Seth Rogen told Movies.com that he will not be in “This is Forty,”

Judd Apatow’s sequel to “Knocked Up.”
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By DAN KLEIN 
NEW YORK (JTA) – Osama bin Laden is

dead. A new skyscraper is rising at the site
of the old World Trade Center. U.S. troops
are withdrawing from Iraq and Afghanistan.

Ten years later, the physical legacies of
9/11 attacks are fading into history. Yet the
conspiracy theories about who “really” was
behind the attacks seem to be growing.

Like a drug-resistant virus, these fantasies
have persisted despite efforts to combat
them by mutating over time, taking new
forms and finding new modes of transmis-
sion. Jews and Israel often are their targets,
and they evoke centuries-old myths about
Jewish power, allegiances and manipula-
tion of social institutions.

The conspiracy theories began almost as
soon as the towers fell. Four days after the
attack, the Syrian newspaper Al-Thawra
reported that 4,000 Jews failed to show up
for work at the World Trade Center on 9/11
after being warned by Israeli intelligence,
according to a 2007 U.S. State Department
document debunking the myth. Another
held that five Israeli students were secret
Mossad agents who knew about the attacks
and allowed them to happen. That myth
eventually morphed into the conspiracy
theory that the Israelis remotely directed
the attacks.

Other myths have followed, spreading
around the world and taking root even in

the United States. Of 36,000 conspiracy videos
recently found on the Internet, 16,000 impli-
cated Jews or Israelis, according to a new report
by the Anti-Defamation League titled “Decade
of Deceit: Anti-Semitic 9/11 Conspiracy
Theories 10 Years Later.”

“What we’ve seen in the last 10 years is the
proliferation of a real propaganda industry sur-
rounding Sept. 11th,” said the director of the
ADL’s civil rights division, Deborah Lauter.
“Prominent among those theories are those
making anti-Semitism front and center.”

The theories have amounted to more than just
pernicious talk.

On June 10, 2009, one alleged 9/11 conspir-
acy theorist opened fire at the U.S. Holocaust
Memorial Museum in Washington, killing a
security guard. The perpetrator, James von
Brunn, then 88, died before the case could
come to trial.

Experts say 9/11 myths that blame the Jews
are spreading freely from neo-Nazis and other
white supremacists into new areas whose
acolytes are not necessarily anti-Semitic but are
unknowingly adopting the tropes of classical
anti-Semitic conspiracy theories: anti-govern-
ment radicals, young anti-war activists, New
Age ideologues, and propagandists and jour-
nalists in the Arab and Muslim worlds.

“What’s changed is the proliferation of coded
rhetoric to refer to Jews internationally and in
the U.S,” said Chip Berlet, a senior analyst at
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10 years on, anti-Semitic conspiracy theories about 9/11 persist

The conspiracy theories began
almost as soon as the towers fell.

Four days after the attack, the
Syrian newspaper Al-Thawra report-

ed that 4,000 Jews failed to show
up for work at the World Trade

Center on 9/11 after being warned
by Israeli intelligence… Cont. on page 49. See “9/11”.



Political Research
Associates, a liberal
think tank based in
Somerville, Mass.
“They’re unprepared
to recognize it even
when they see it.”

Michael Barkun, a
professor of political
science at Syracuse
University who has
studied extremists
and their ideologies,
said, “They aren’t
people who are terri-
bly different from
the population at
large,” except that
“they are more likely
to be attracted to conspiracy theories.”

Alan Sabrosky, a columnist for Veterans
Today, an anti-Semitic website, is one of most
widely cited sources for anti-Semitic 9/11
myths, according to the ADL. Sabrosky has
declared his mission to “contain” Israel’s
ambition by exposing Israel’s alleged role in
9/11 and maintains that Washington and
New York are the centers of “Zionist power.”

Citations of Sabrosky’s work pop up not just
on extreme-right websites but on pro-
Palestinian websites such as Mondoweiss,
Arab media sites and the Internet newsletter
Dissent Voice, which describes itself as “a
radical newsletter in the search for peace and
social justice.”

“This is a strange world
where the right and the left
mix, with anti-Semitism shot
through,” said Scott Potok,
director of the Southern
Poverty Law Center’s
Intelligence Report. “On the
left it is shot through with
anti-Zionism, on the right the
fear of the international Jew.”

A 2008 poll of 17 represen-
tative nations by the Center
for International Security
Studies at the University of
Maryland found that only
nine of the countries sur-
veyed had majorities who
believed al-Qaeda orchestrat-
ed the attacks. Most of those
who believed otherwise did
not implicate Israel, however.
Instead, they said they did
not know who was behind
the attacks or blamed the United States. In
Russia, Israel-related conspiracy theories
were at 2 percent of those polled. In Kenya, 3
percent believed in Israel-related myths. In
Indonesia, the number was 5 percent.

In the Middle East, however, the numbers
were much different. In Egypt, 43 percent of
respondents blamed Israel for 9/11. In Jordan,
31 percent blamed Israel. In the West Bank
and Gaza, the numbers were slightly lower.

In Turkey, however, only 3 percent believed
Israel was behind the attacks.

Conservative columnist Daniel Pipes, who
has written two books on conspiracy theo-
ries, says such theories about Jews are a
fringe element in the West but are par for the
course in the Middle East, where he said
“they are spread by the mainstream media,
leading intellectuals and politicians.” Pipes
considers 9/11 conspiracy theories a relative-
ly benign false belief akin to theories about
the Kennedy assasination – widespread, but
not leading to damaging consequences.

The impact of the many 9/11 conspiracy
theories is still not entirely clear.

“We’re in a period where the boundaries
between the
mainstream and
the fringe have
become quite
blurred,” Barkun
said. “Once they
were more dis-
tinct. Once most
people were not
exposed to them,
or if they were, it
was to have them
debunked. Now
they move quite
readily into the
mainstream.”

Barkun added,
“This shift in
which these
ideas have
entered the
mainstream is so
recent that I

don’t think we are in a position to know what
the social effects are.”

Berlet said he worries that 9/11 conspiracy
theories are fueling the rise of anti-Semitic
rhetoric in major public forums.

“It is horrifying. It creates a hunt for an
enemy and undermines the very concept of
democratic society,” he said. “You would
think that decent people would stand up and
say enough. It’s spreading and our leaders
lack the backbone to confront it. “
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9/11 tenth anniversary commemoration ceremonies.
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If you live in Winnipeg, you likely have
crossed paths with Joe or Rose Mindell and if
not, then you have had some connection with
their son Sheldon. But, once upon a time
there was an older child and that once upon
a time still lives and thrives, only in Ottawa,
in Shayla Mindell. 

Shayla has been gone from Winnipeg for
over 40 years although she still has a fond

spot in her heart for this city.
Shayla grew up in the north end of Winnipeg on Enniskillen Street,

attended West Kildonan Collegiate and later the University of
Manitoba, where she obtained an Arts degree in 1963. From there, she
went to the University of British Columbia to take a degree in Library
Science, a rather uncommon course of study at that time. 

Before long, Shayla was married to Mark Doctoroff and the couple
lived in Winnipeg up until August, 1965. And then it was off to East
Lansing, Michigan, the home of Michigan State University, where her
husband studied and where Shayla worked as a librarian. 

During this time in Michigan, Shayla and Mark had a year in Brazil
as part of the programme of studies. After Michigan, the Doctoroffs
were off to Australia where Mark was employed and where Shayla
gave birth to her two daughters, Fern, in 1969, and Jill, in 1971. The
family remained in Australia for two and a half years. Then, after trav-
eling for six months in Europe with infants along, they settled in
Ottawa in June, 1972 and that is where Shayla has been all of these
years except for a year in Nigeria. 

Shayla worked
part time at
Algonquin college
in Ottawa as she
and Mark raised
two children. Her
best career move
was to become a
part of the
Government of
Canada Public
Service in 1980 as
a librarian, and
then in 1982 she
joined the Auditor
General’s Office as the head of Record Management. 

She retired in 2003 from the government after over 20 years
service. Since that time, Shayla has worked part time at the
Ottawa Public Library when she is available and they need her,
or about eight hours a week. That is a sweet arrangement.

And just how does Shayla ( now Mindell once again after her
marriage ended in 1980) spend her time now? She spends
every Friday as Baba Shayla with her twin grandchildren, now
two years of age. She works part time, has a network of friends
and even cousins (Marsha and Allan Maslove) in Ottawa, also
volunteers at the Museum of Civilization for special exhibits. 

That she so willingly gives up her time to serve as a volunteer,
of course brings to mind the memory of her late grandfather
Sam Malamud, who used to travel by bus in Winnipeg to visit
sick people in the various hospitals around the city. 

In addition, Shayla studies Spanish, keeps fit, reads and trav-
els frequently. She likes to try new activities such as singing in
a gospel choir and joining an organization known as
Friendship Force, which welcomes people from other countries
into Ottawa. 

Of course, she comes to Winnipeg to visit her family here.
But, most of her network of old friends have moved away as in
Bev Chula, Marcia Billinkoff, Toby Morantz and Ruth
Cooperstock. But, she still has a couple of good friends here
and many others whom she knows well. 

But, after 40 or more years away, Shayla states that she has
built a life in Ottawa and misses Winnipeg less and less,
although after a visit here, she is always impressed with what
the city has to offer. 

One thing that Shayla has going for her, over and above this
new status of Baba, is that many of her close family members
have lived long and fruitful lives. 

Her grandfather Sam made it to 95 and both parents are not
far from there. So, it is not unrealistic to suggest that Baba
Shayla might one day be Great-Baba Shayla. 
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By GERALD S. POSNER
If ever a path has veered off

from the traditional, it would
be that of Gary Diamond and
Ella Shell. It is fair to say that,
in at least two concrete ways,
they have gone on a journey
that could not have been easi-
ly predicted- in fact not pre-
dicted at all.

The two of them share not
only their respective children
together but, they have the
same birth date, March 16,
separated by just two years.
The birth date similarity is not
what brought them together, as
it formally did on August 7,
1966 (No. 45 is fast approach-
ing.). But, even with the rec-
ommendation of Gary’s moth-
er, the late Eva Diamond, Gary
was able to overcome her
advice to meet Ella( usually the
kiss of death) and the rest is, as they say, history. 

Gary and Ella both grew up in the north end of Winnipeg, Ella on
Anderson Avenue, the third child of five children to parents, Hy and
Kay Shell, and Gary on Rupertsland Avenue, also a third child, the
youngest of three to Myer and Eva Diamond. 

Ella graduated St. John’s and Gary West Kildonan Collegiate. They
no sooner were married and settled in Toronto where Gary, a gradu-
ate of the Ontario College of Education and the University of Toronto,
took a Master’s Degree. He began work for a ten-year period with the
North York Board of Education. Up to that point, Gary’s career was not
so atypical. All this time, Ella worked for the most part at the Clarke
Institute of Psychiatry as a psychometrist doing behaviour modifica-
tion. She did that up until 1970 when Ella gave birth to the first of
three children, Debbie, later followed by sons Dan and Avi. Because
she was a stay-at-home mom and also had her A. R. C. T., she started
teaching piano privately using the Suzuki method, next year it will be
40 years for her as a teacher of music to over 1,000 students. 

Life started to change dramatically for Gary and Ella in 1976 when
Gary became the Principal of General Studies at the Community
Academy of Toronto, better known as CHAT. It was a place where
Gary would spend the next 13 years. More importantly, that job led
Gary and Ella to become observant Jews as it was expected that you
could not work in that environment and be anything else. This was a
major change in their lives and today some 35 years later, the
Diamonds, who describe themselves as Modern Orthodox, have a life
style to be envied, rich as it is with a network of close families who
all lead a similar religious life style 

In 1989, Gary left CHAT and joined the Ontario Ministry of
Education as an inspector of private schools, first at the Central
Ontario Regional Office, then subsequently as Private Schools
Coordinator at the Mowat Block in downtown Toronto. For eight years
between 1989 - 1997, Gary was in charge of Ontario’s 800 private
and international schools, and it was this experience which put him
on track to forge a most unusual career. 

In 1997, Gary went into business as an
education consultant to various countries in
the world, basically bringing the Ontario
curriculum to places and schools that want-
ed a Western education. Thus, Gary has trav-
eled rather extensively over these past 14
years to Singapore, Japan, China, Malaysia,
Roumania, France, Italy, Trinidad and
Tobago and the United Arab Emirates. The
one country where Gary has been some 39
times and where he spends much effort now
is Mongolia. I suppose, in making these trips
across the world, Gary is in a small way sub-
consciously duplicating his father’s career as
a candy salesman, who ventured in the
1950's to places like Rainy River, Emo and
Fort Frances, Ontario. You might say Gary
has added a few kilometers to the trips that
his father made and of course, several lan-
guages as well. You might also say that Gary
Diamond is the first person from
Rupertsland Street to visit Mongolia 39 sep-
arate times and likely the first person to visit
there at all. 

As one might surmise,
keeping kosher in some of
these places is a challenge
and yet Gary has mastered
that craft and, in fact, has
been able to obtain Orthodox
Union or O. U. Kosher prod-
ucts in remote places like
Mongolia. And so, even
though Gary Diamond has
connected to places in the
world that most of us only
dream about, he has, in his
own way taken Judaism to
remote parts of the globe. 

The Diamonds have a summer home near Haliburton, Ontario
and they enjoy visits there and in Toronto from their daughter,
Debbie, a professional violinist who is married and lives in
London, England. They also have two sons, Dan, a dentist and Avi,
who works as a music supervisor, along with their respective
spouses and now five grandchildren. Yet, they do return here to
spend time with many relatives in Winnipeg, and both Gary and
Ella express a deep fondness for Winnipeg and the easy pace of life
here. They have been gone since 1966 and much has changed in

their lives, but Winnipeg still holds a warm spot for both of them. 
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Compiled by BERNIE BELLAN
From the Sept. 17, 1931 issue:
Dr. Linfield’s Investigation for Jewish
Committee Shows Percentage of Jewish
Criminals Lowest in World

(JTA) – Only 1.74 percent of the prisoners
in the state prisons and reformatories of the
country are Jews, according to a study made
for the American Jewish Committee by Dr. H.
S. Linfeld, Director of the Statistical
Department of the Committee. The study is
published in Volume 33 of the American
Jewish Year Book, just off the press.

Shaw “Solves” the Jewish Problem
The Jewish Problem is an institution that has

existed for about two thousand years or more,
but it need not trouble the minds and hearts
of men any longer. It has been “solved” in a
few cryptic phrases by no one than George
Bernard Shaw, the world’s most popular com-
mentator critic, philosopher and wit. In
Moscow, the charming Irishman released to a
waiting world his formula for the elimination
of the chronic troubles of a people who are
more anxious than he to put themselves right.
It is all very simple. Intermarriage will ulti-
mately end the distinction between Jew and
Christian. Then the Jews must lose their
“superiority complex.” The Jews must discon-
tinue believing themselves superior to other
races, even if sometimes they have justifica-
tion for thinking themselves so.” The Jew must
“forget he is a Jew,” in line with the policy of
the Soviet regime to abolish race prejudice.
And to cap a short but thrilling climax, “The
world has long made peace with the Jews,
but the Jews won’t make peace with the
world.”
-Wisconsin Jewish Chronicle

From the Sept. 18, 1941 issue:
A few of the Jewish boys from Western

Canada picked at random from the many
hundreds in the
Canadian Army,
grace the front page
cover of our New
Year edition. They
are:
From left to right,
First Row–C. L.
Goldin, Royal
Canadian Artillery,
W i n n i p e g ;
Aircraftsman I.
Lifshitz, Regina;
Sapper M. Viminitz,
Regina; Gnr. I.
Viminitz, Royal
Canadian Artillery,
Regina; Sapper N. S.
Ross, Royal
Canadian Engineers,
Regina; Gnr. Max
Gellman, Royal
Canadian Artillery,
Winnipeg.
S e c o n d
Row–Aircraftsman
D. Spindle, Regina;
Sapper H. Reiter,
Royal Canadian
E n g i n e e r s ,
Winnipeg; Rieman
C. H. Katzman,
Regina Rifles, Prince
Albert; Gnr.
Raymond Darry,
Royal Canadian
Artillery, Regina;

Lieut. S. B. Sheps, Royal Canadian Artillery,
Winnipeg; Major E. Berner, Royal Canadian
Artillery, Regina.
Third Row–Gnr. David Kossidy, Royal
Canadian Artillery, Winnipeg; Leading
Aircraftsman M. Dlin, Chipman, Alta.; Gnr.
H. Shugarman, Royal Canadian Artillery,
Chipman, Alta.; Pte. Allan Frome, Sea-forth
Highlanders, Vancouver, B.C.; Pte. Bernard
Rosen, Cameron Highlanders, Winnipeg;
Gnr. N. Arlins, Royal Canadian Artillery,
Ratcliffe, Alta.
Fourth Row–Air Observer John Alterson,
Royal Canadian Air Force, Punnichy, Sask.;
Capt, L. Lewis, R.C.A.M.C., Medicine Hat,
Alta.; Pte. David Shiffman, Second
Armoured Car Regiment, Winnipeg; Radio
Officer E. J. Steiman, Royal Canadian Air
Force, Winnipeg; Aircraftsman Ted L. Fogel,
Royal Canadian Air Force, Winnipeg; Pte. M.
R. Sanford, Duke of Connaught’s Own
Regiment, Vancouver, B.C.

From the Sept. 21, 1951 issue:
The author, ex-

Winnipegger resident
in Tel Aviv for 16
years and currently
Inspector of Police at
Tel Aviv’s Northern
District, has been vis-
iting with his parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan
Lipson, in Winnipeg.
Inspector Lifshitz sails
for home on October
11th – The Editor.

“The lot of the
Jewish policeman
serving in the
Palestine Mandatory
Police Force was not
one to be envied. He
was underpaid–as are
almost all police–overworked, and worse
than all was treated as a native, a lower type
of being. The British section of the force had
a preference for the Arabs, mainly due to the
fact that the Arab would kowtow to the
Britisher whereas the Jewish policeman
demanded to be treated as far as possible as
an intelligent and free person. There were
many cases where a Jewish policeman with a
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Ex-Winnipegger 
JACK LIFSHITZ is

first Jewish
Inspector of Police

in Tel Aviv



number of years of service to his
name and a college education, on
patrol duty with a British police-
man, would have to take orders

from the Britisher although ‘the latter had been in the force only a few
weeks and could barely read or write. The Jewish police were not
allowed to enter the British quarters, canteen or recreation rooms,
lived in poorer quarters and received a coarser type of uniform. With
many more instances of the same type, the life of the Jewish police-
man was a hard one.

“Those of us who served through years of Mandatory police work
and were still in the force on the day the State of Israel was declared
found much compensation for the trials and tribulations suffered dur-
ing the former service.”

From the Sept. 21, 1961 issue:
By EDWIN EYTAN 

Oran, Algeria (JTA) – Arab-Jewish tensions exploded last week in
Oran in two days of wild attacks by Moslems on Jews, which were
beaten off by Jewish commandos. It was the first time in the history of
North Africa that Jews were ready for such attacks and trained to
repulse them. Not a single Jew was reported killed in the fighting,
which took place on the two days of Rosh Hashonah. 

The fighting began on the first day of the New Year in the heart of the
Jewish quarter, when an Arab terrorist sneaked up on a Jewish barber,
Menahem Schroun, who was walking to the synagogue with his chil-
dren, and knifed him in the back repeatedly.

Instantly a group of young Jewish men sprang into action, sealing off
the Mellah and pursuing the knife-wielder. Other Jews attacked Arab
passersby and broke into Moslem shops on the boulevard separating
the Jewish and Moslem sections.

The terrorist was found hiding in an Arab shop and he and the shop-
keeper were lynched. A few hours later, a reprisal unit tried to storm
the Jewish quarter, screaming “death to the Jews.” After a short but
bloody clash with the waiting Jewish defense units, the attackers
retreated.

Services were resumed at the synagogue in the afternoon under pro-
tection of a strong Jewish guard. Arabs trying to penetrate the Mellah
were again beaten off and in the evening more Arabs were chased
from the area by the Jewish commandos and French security police.

Early the next morning, the Arabs tried again and again were
repulsed. Jewish younger children, enraged by the repeated Moslem
actions and threats, broke into Arab shops in the Mellah. In one of the
attacks, an Arab was killed by the Jewish defenders.

The area between the two sectors was thereafter patrolled by steel-
helmeted French troops, with the sectors completely isolated from
each other. Jews who had either shops or homes in the Arab sector
moved into the Mellah. Arabs in the Mellah moved into the Arab sec-
tion.

In an effort to keep the continued tension from erupting into new
fighting, the French Government broadcast hourly warnings over
Radio Algiers that security forces had received orders to fire on unruly
mobs in any new violence.

One effect of the furious Arab attacks was to
have finally persuaded many of Oran’s Jews
to leave Algeria as soon as possible. Some left
for France to make arrangements there for
emigration to Israel. Some applied to Hias for
resettlement in Latin America.

From the Sept. 18, 1971 issue:
Kinneret chapter of

H a d a s s a h - W i z o
extends an invitation
to the community to
attend its annual
Youth Aliyah
Scholarship Tea to be
held on Sunday, Oct.
3, from 2 to 5 p.m. at
the home of Mrs. S.
Kagan, 69 Ashbury
Bay, Garden City.
There will be a home
baking sale.

Receiving will be
Mrs. E. Posen, presi-
dent. Tea chairmen are Mrs. N. Nurgitz and
Mrs. J. Worb. Home baking chairmen are
Mrs. L. Harris and Mrs. A. Bronstone.

Three popular former teachers of the Adult
Hebrew Classes, Henny and Avraham
Paritzky, and Shoshannah Friman have
returned to the evening classes at the Joseph

Wolinsky Collegiate this year, it was
announced this week.

A new recruit to the staff is Mrs.
Shula Troper, wife of the newly
appointed principal of Rosh Pina.

From the Sept. 24, 1981 issue:
From Harvey Rosen’s “Sporting
Touch”:

The third column I ever wrote for
The Jewish Post was on September 23, 1976. Here's
an opening paragraph flashback: "Like the Winnipeg
Beach boardwalk and the moonlight train that got
you there, the Maple Leaf Curling Club at the corner
of Machray and Aikens is but a pleasant memory.

Part of the building, which housed primarily Jewish curlers, still
stands. There have been the necessary renovations, of course, and it is
now frequented by worshippers of the Zion Apostolic Church.

The religious curlers, however, hung on and like vagabonds moved
about and attempted to maintain the variety of atmosphere that pre-
vailed when the MI,CC had its own facility.

Following the '71 campaign, when the mother club closed its doors
for all time, the itinerants moved to the Highlander on Ellice Ave. for
two years. Subsequently, a year was spent at the Granite and then the
gypsies gravitated towards the Rossmere.

In 1976 they
returned to their first
home away from
home, the
Highlander, and
that's where, on
October 19, the
members will com-
mence their sixth
consecutive season.
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Is it now just like
"the good old
(lays"' Immediate
past president Bill

Rosen disclosed "We actually have more
curlers than when we were in the Maple Leaf.
They aren't as avid as they used to be:-

One of the problems at this time is that just
as every pro sport franchise needs a farm sys-
tem to force feed the major league team with
young talent, a curling club also needs that
necessary injection of youth to maintain con-
tinuity.

Rosen contended that "We used to have a
good junior club going and we don't have
it'now. It starts with kids at age 13.

"Sure we lost them for a couple of years
when they went to university, but then later
they did come back to curl at the Maple Leaf.

Since Rossmere, there has been no junior
club."

Bill also professes that "the texture of the
club has changed. It's less Yiddish." As for
camaraderie, there is "no real intermixing
between the Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday
leagues," he said, somewhat reluctantly.

Still, there is a sufficient core of the old
guard maintaining the spirit and name of the
organization.

From the Sept.18, 1991 issue:
Enrolment climbs again at Ramah Hebrew
School

At least two or three Russian Jewish families
in the South End have started sending their
children to Ramah.

"But most Russian Jewish immigrants by
and large settle in the North End."

Asked how her school is coping with a
steady rise in student numbers over the past
three years, Ramah Principal Miriam Maltz
said the children are spread fairly evenly
among different grades.

Ramah went back to using trailers behind
the school for extra classroom space last year.
But even with the enrolment growth, most
classes now still count only 17 or 18

"They're still considerably smaller than
public school classes," Maltz said. "We're
happy enrolment is going up, and we're
mainly able to accommodate the students
now.

If growth continues, she added, "we will
have to make provisions."

Supermarket’s parking restrictions upset
some synagogue-goers

Some Bnay Abraham Synagogue-goers
expressed anger last week over parking
restrictions a neighboring supermarket
imposed in its part of a shopping mall on the
second day of Rosh Hashanah.

But supermarket manager Wayne Hamel
insisted he had no choice, because there was
almost no parking space left for his cus-
tomers that day, and synagogue users
blocked a delivery entrance to his store the
day before.

"I've spoken to many people about this and
we're really furious," said one of two women
who called The Jewish Post & News sepa-
rately, asking to remain anonymous. They
complained about large temporary signs at
two Enniskillen Avenue entrances to the
shopping centre parking lot where the super-
market sits. The signs, in "big red letters",
warned that the supermarket's parking stalls
were limited to customers only, and all others
would be towed away at the owner's
expense.

From the Sept. 21, 2001 issue:
HEARD SIRENS AS HE WALKED TO WORK

Avi Gesser, son of Winnipeggers Hymie and
Esther Gesser, was walking to his law office in
midtown Manhattan September 11 when he
heard sirens.

“When I got - into my office, everyone was
talking and watching TV,” the former JWC
student recalled September 13.

Looking out a window, Gesser
could see smoke, but a building
obstructed the view southward. So he
and some other workers in the office
took an elevator to the top floor the
40th.

“You could just see the tops of the
World Trade Centre. One was on fire.
One had collapsed.”

Gesser, 31 and single, managed to
get through to his mother by phone,
before the New York phone lines got
jammed with callers, desperate to
know if relatives there were okay.

He knows people who have friends that
worked in the World Trade Centre, and
“haven’t been accounted for.

“I have documents connected with clients in
those buildings,” he added.

But in his office, only two days later, every-
one is trying to keep busy and carry on,
although some of the things we were doing
before this seem futile.” They involved clients
who may no longer be alive.

Still, people in his office “are nervous - a lot
have left for the day,” Gesser admitted.

CIJR gets help from Aspers for pro-Israel
efforts
By JANICE ARNOLD

MONTREAL - The independent Canadian
Institute for Jewish Research (CIJR) recently
announced that it has received an unexpect-
ed “bar mitzvah” gift from media mogul Israel
Asper and  his son David.

Frederick Krantz, CIJR’s founder and volun-
teer director, recognized the Aspers’ donation
at the, academic organization’s annual
fundraising event, which also celebrated its
13th year.

The Aspers head Winnipeg-based CanWest
Global Communications Corp., the largest
newspaper publisher in Canada, whose hold-
ings include the National Post as well as
Global Television.

In June, Israel Asper blasted the Canadian
government for its “shameful and wrong-
headed policy on
Israel, as represented
by its pro-Palestinian
votes at the United
Nations.”

He also criticized
some media cover-
age of the Mideast
conflict, particularly
coverage by CBC
television. Krantz
read a letter from the
elder Asper that con-
gratulated the CIJR
for “disseminating
the truth about the
Mideast.”
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By RABBI ARI ELLIS
The primary Mitzvah of

Rosh Hashanah, in fact,
the only commandment of
Rosh Hashanah, is the
blowing of the Shofar.
Apples and honey, round
Challot, and honey cakes,
might all be nice, and are
all beautiful traditions, but
they’re not Mitzvot. They’re
not commandments. But
there’s something very odd
about the way we do this
Mitzvah. We don’t just do
blow the Shofar once. We
do it twice.

The first set of Shofar
blasts are called Tekiot
d’Meyushav, the sitting blasts. These sounds
are blown just after the Torah Reading and
before we Daven the Musaf Amidah of Rosh
Hashanah. It’s customary to stand for them.
Standing or sitting is not a reference to our
physical posture, but rather, whether it is part
of the Amidah, the standing prayer, or not.

The second set of blasts are known as Tekiot
d’Meumad, the standing blasts. These are
blown at the end of each of the three central
blessings of the Rosh HaShanah Musaf
Amidah. So, as if services aren’t long enough
already on Rosh Hashanah, why do we need
to blow the Shofar twice in these two differ-
ent ways? Isn’t it enough just to hear the
Shofar once and be done with it? 

Rabbi Kenneth Brander, dean of Yeshiva
University’s Center
for the Jewish
Future, explains that
the requirement for
us to hear the sound
of the Shofar, both as
Tekiot d’Meyushav
and Tekiot
d’Muumad, is based
on two different
expressions of our
relationship with
God.

The first is a call to
each one of us to do
Teshuvah, to repent,
and to return to
God, as individuals.
We sit alone, as it
were, as individuals,
for these blasts. They
are not blown as part
of our communal
repetition of the
Amidah, but rather
immediately prior to

it. They call on each of us to re-evaluate our
own personal relationship with God.

Have I, as an individual, succeeded in
establishing a relationship with God? What
can I do to grow that relationship? What have
I done as an individual to get closer to God?
Do I know God better this year than last year?
Have I integrated my relationship with God
into my daily life? In what ways have I suc-
ceeded and in what ways have I failed and
need to try harder?

The answer to these questions cannot be,
“yes, I have succeeded by helping the Jewish
people.” We cannot list the many good and
wonderful things and time we have done on
behalf of the community. It doesn’t matter
how much money I’ve given to the CJA or to
the Shul Fundraiser. These sounds force us to
look at ourselves, as individuals, and ask us
whether we have personally grown spiritual-
ly during the past year.

But that’s only half the message of the
Shofar. The second call of the Shofar are the
Tekiot d’Mumad, the Shofar blasts that are
blown as we stand together in prayer as a
community during the Musaf Amidah. We
hear these blasts and they call on us, as a
community, to ask ourselves some very diffi-
cult questions.

Have we, as a community, lived up to our
responsibilities and our relationship to God?
Does our community encourage observance
of Mitzvot, and what role have I played in
making this a priority? Do we, as a commu-
nity, support the international causes vital to
the survival of the Jewish people, and in par-
ticular the State of Israel, and what role have
I played in that responsibility? Does our com-
munity empower individuals to grow in their
own spiritual journeys, and what role do I
play in that process? Does our community
value the study of Torah, and in what ways do
I bring others closer to the study and obser-
vance of the Torah?

One of the most intriguing individuals in
the Bible is Job. The Book of Job begins by
telling us that every morning Job brought sac-
rifices on behalf of his family. “And he rose
up early in the morning, and offered sacri-
fices according to the number of them all: For
Job said, It may be that my sons have sinned”
(Job 1:5)

Rabbi Brander explains that the tragedy of
Job is that he did not recognize that a per-
sonal relationship with God is meaningless in
a vacuum outside of the community. Our
personal relationships with God must be
used to strengthen ourselves, as well as to
bring a new, refreshing, and creative force
into the community. Job eventually does
learn this lesson when he no longer prays just
for his family but also on behalf of the entire
community. “And God restored the fortunes

of Job when he prayed for his friends.” (Job
42:10)

The sound of the Shofar must remind us of
our necessity to grow as individuals and as
families, within our homes. But at the same
time, we can’t forget about our responsibility
and connection to the community at large. It
is my hope and prayer that the sounds of the
Shofar that we hear this Rosh HaShanah,
both the Tekiot d’Meyushav and the Tekiot
d’Meumad, give us the clarity of vision to
reflect upon our own development as indi-
viduals and as families, in order to grow as a
community and actualize our full potential
together.

Shanah Tovah!
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Ask Your Jewish Fairy Godmother 
Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:

I’m being guilt-tripped, and emotionally manipulated by my in-laws. Both of my parents are dead
and my husband is the only one of his sibs who moved more than three hours away from the
mespochah. They have a truly lovely summer house that we’ve visited every year for fifteen years.
This eats up one of my two weeks vacation. If you add in visits to see them for holidays and medical
crises (father-in-law has Alzheimers and chronic conditions), I haven’t had a “real” vacation in a very
long time. Now they’re saying, “This could be the last year” we can all be together there because
they’re going to sell it. I’d fall for this line if I hadn’t already fallen for it already for four years. Is there
a graceful way to decline, other than saying I want to spend my free time with other folks, or at least
not with them?
Trapped
Dear Trapped:

Every family is organized around some collective dysfunction. Your husband’s is no exception. The
elders have had years to practice guilt-tripping. The subliminal message is This may be the last time
your Father/in-law will recognize you, so come spend time with us while he’s as good as he still is.
That’s harder to resist than a summer house. 

Like most good marketeers, your in-laws have identified a winning sales technique. They’ve tested
it, gotten good results, and decided to keep singing the tune until it no longer works. Only you can
decide if that’s this year or next. I’d bet a plane flight that even if you say No, you’ll get the same pitch
for the next holiday or special occasions. Your only polite answer is, I’m running low on vacation
time. I need to save it for a crisis, if [F-i-L name] has another episode. I want to be able to come when
you need us, so we’re putting health ahead of pleasure. Most folks are squeamish about invoking ill-
ness when there isn’t one so you may buy yourself a year. But no longer. For what it’s worth, you
won’t get more chances once he’s gone,
Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:

I expect to retire in January. I’ve seen friends do it badly, by having enough money but not enough
interests or ideas of what to do with all their suddenly free time. I’m not rich but I’d rather the hap-
pier than wealthier. I have many hobbies, from sitting with a good book to playing piano, making art,
and involvement in the synagogue. My bored friends keep saying “When you’re retired we can walk
once a week, “or “When you’re retired we can take a trip together, or “When you’re retired we can
spend more time together.” The truth is I have been slowly weaning myself from these people exact-
ly because they don’t share my interests. I like having known them for 20-30 years but the last thing
- other than continuing to work – that I want to do is to spend more time with them. All they talk
about is where to eat, where to shop, or where to vacation. I want freedom, not a new schedule or
more blather. I’d rather be a recluse than be bored or trapped.
Ready/Not
Dear Ready:

You’ve convinced me you’re ready to enjoy less work and more play. Your answer to the un-busy
friends is very simple: I’m retiring so I can have more time for my hobbies The last thing I want to do
is to load up my schedule so that it’s preplanned. If anything, I want to be more spontaneous, not
more tied down. Be clear and consistent with your answers to anyone who asks. If you get pushback,
say it again, using the same words and phrasing, until they realize that’s the only answer you’re gong
to give. They’ll grumble to one another, but you’ll make your point. As for enhancing your retirement,
I’d suggest taking classes, going to workshops about things you care about, free lectures at the local
library or community center, perhaps doing more at the synaoogue, or anything else that puts you in
a place where you’re likely to meet like-minded people who share your interests. While you’re there,

be on the lookout for people of your age and temperment that you might
want to befriend. Don’ rush. Be an observer for a while. Then start with a
cuppa something and see if there’s more to explore. You have the right to
be choosy about how you spend your time. You’ve earned it.
Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:

I got divorced six years ago. It was a nasty bitter prolonged process, ini-
tiated by my ex-husband after what I thought was a great thirty-year mar-
riage. It’s a classic story of “needing to do something different” (translation:
schtupp the young woman from work). He did this to the family just before
our son’s senior year in high school and was a cheap s.o.b. about paying
his share of tuition/dorm/travel/etc. I’m a lawyer and he’s in sales, but that
shouldn’t have let him so far off the hook. My mother just called to tell me
that Neil invited her out for lunch when they met in market, and she did-
n’t know what to say so she went. She described him as cheerful, doing
well, and full of questions about me and my son. I am angry at him, angry
at my mother, and generally feel soiled by his intrusiveness and her stu-
pidity in saying Yes. I’ve had almost nothing to do with him since Ben grad-
uated. Do I let it alone or give him a piece of my mind.
Still Fuming
Dear Still Fuming:

Reading into the ages of those involved I’d say cut your mother a little
slack. You’re probably quicker on the uptake than she is, and as an attor-
ney more used than the average senior to fending off unwanted questions,
even than a Jewish mother. I suspect she responded politely and inno-
cently. The best you can do is indicate your unhappiness and ask her not
to repeat the occasion. Tell her it’s fine to say, Thanks but no thanks, and
then not offer any alternative for a future date. If he presses, she can say, I
don’t think it’s a good idea.As for him, you have to decide if you want to
let him know that he got under your skin, which he clearly did. While it’s
tempting to send a howler of an email or voicemail, it’ll likely give him
more satisfaction than you. Better to rant to a good friend, or write yourself
an email that you then discard. Also good to howl in the shower, though
preferably when the neighbors won’t dial for 911. Other people are hard
to control and ex’s even harder. Instead of swallowing your bile and letting
it fester, spit it out, scream it out, write it out, and only if you cannot get to
peace with it, leave him a voicemail at home (while he’s at work) saying,
Leave my family alone please. You’ve caused enough damage already. If
there’s any honor left he’ll heed you.
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By DAN GOLDBERG 
SYDNEY, Australia (JTA) – Sulaiman Khatib is an

ordinary Palestinian with an extraordinary past. 
Born in the West Bank near Jerusalem, he grew

up as a “freedom fighter,” as he describes it, fight-
ing against the Israeli occupation by throwing
stones and preparing Molotov cocktails. 

But in 1986, when he was just 14, he and a friend
stabbed some Israeli soldiers. Khatib was arrested
and sent to prison for 10 years. He spent most of his
time behind bars learning Hebrew and English,
reading about Nelson Mandela and Mahatma
Gandhi and studying the histories of other conflicts
– all of which, he said, led him to a startling con-
clusion. 

“I believe there is no military solution to the con-
flict,” Khatib, 39, said of the Israeli-Palestinian con-
flict in an interview this week with JTA from
Melbourne. “I believe nonviolence is the best way
for our struggle, for our freedom and for peace on
both sides.” 

Now, as co-founder and director of the Al-Quds
Association for Democracy and Dialogue, Khatib is
in Australia with Tami Hay, director of the Sport
Department of Israel’s Peres Center for Peace. They
are leading a team of 24 Israelis and Palestinians in
a unique bridge-building exercise: to compete in
an international competition of Australian-rules
football, a hybrid of American football, Gaelic foot-
ball and rugby. 

“The main message is not just about sport or win-
ning the game,” Khatib says. “It’s about winning
life.” 

Participating in a tournament alongside 18 teams
– including ones from the United States, Canada,
South Africa, Britain and New Zealand – was the
easy part for the Israelis and Palestinians; preparing
was much harder. 

First, there are no Australian football ovals in
Israel or the West Bank, so the group – known as
the Peace Team – trained on soccer fields in Jaffa
and Jerusalem. Most of the players had never heard
of the game before, let alone played it. The rule-
book had to be translated into Arabic and Hebrew,
as did the instructions of the coach, Australian-rules
football legend Robert “Dipper” DiPierdomenico,
a giant, mustachioed man. 

One of the players, Kamal Abu Althom, told JTA
that sometimes it took him three hours to get from
Hebron to the training sessions. The soldiers “take a
long time at the checkpoints, checking our ID,
checking our bags,” he said. 

This, said Hay, emphasizes one of the points of
the program. “The Palestinians realize this is the
only chance to meet Israelis who are not soldiers,
and for the Israelis, they’re not meeting Palestinians
only at checkpoints,” Hay said. “We created a safe
place where they are able to meet without stereo-
types.” 

Just days before the Peace Team’s departure for
Australia, an Internet campaign almost nixed the
trip. “We got some threats against Al-Quds saying
they were collaborators,” Hay explained. 

Added Althom, “Many people I know are
opposed to my participation in activities with the
Israeli side. They do not believe that it can improve
the situation or lead to peace. I try to portray the
positive things as much as possible.” 

Nimrod Vromen, an Israeli player, told one
media agency: “For me it’s easy. For the
Palestinians, they actually have their lives threat-
ened playing in this team.” 

Tanya Oziel, executive director of the Australian
branch of the Peres Center for Peace, knew there
would be massive hurdles when she conceived of
the idea of a joint team in 2007. A Sephardic Jew
with Iraqi origins, Oziel knew that the Peres Center
already had an Israeli-Palestinian soccer team, so
she adapted the idea for Australian football and
first brought a joint team to Australia in 2008. 

“I think because of the power of the story and the
impossibility of the story it actually gave me more
motivation to make it happen,” Oziel said. 

The media coverage here of the team’s visit –
amid a campaign to boycott Israel by targeting
Max Brenner chocolate shops, which are Israeli-
owned, across Australia – has been “unprecedent-
ed,” said Oziel. She singled out Al-Jazeera’s cover-
age, which has been intense. 

Off the field, the team’s arrival in Australia’s cap-
ital last week prompted the Parliamentary Friends
of Israel and the Parliamentary Friends of Palestine
groups to join forces for the first time. In Sydney,
they met the premier of New South Wales,
climbed the Sydney Harbor Bridge, and joined
85,000 people on a fun run to Bondi Beach. 

Arguably, the most inspiring event was an iftar
celebration to break the Ramadan fast with the
Lebanese Muslim Association in Sydney, partici-
pants said. 

“It was really unique,” Hay said. “Usually we
don’t have any contact with the Muslim commu-
nity when we travel. Jews and Muslims together –
you break barriers, you can really feel it.” 

Oziel agrees. “Nothing has bridged the two
communities like this,” she said. “The Peace Team
is like a beacon for other communities in conflict.” 

After being defeated in the early rounds of the
tournament, the Peace Team registered its first vic-
tory against China. But their defeat by France on
Wednesday meant they had lost any chance of
winning the International Cup trophy. 

It’s not the toughest reality that they’ve had to
face. 

One week into their trip, news broke of the ter-
rorist attacks near Eilat, which left eight Israelis
dead. 

“The younger Israeli players who just got dis-
missed from the army took it more emotionally,
and were scared how this would affect the team,”
said Hay, who grew up witnessing the bus
bombings in Tel Aviv in the mid-1990s. “The
older ones said to remember that what you’re
doing here is proof that we are doing it better.” 

Khatib who also co-founded an Israeli-
Palestinian peace group called Combatants for
Peace in 2005, said, “We prayed together and
stood in silence for one minute for the victims
on both sides. The team hugged.” 

“It was very moving,” Oziel said. “There’s
amazing unity but it’s also very confronting. We
are against violence on both sides.” 

Regardless of their failures on the field or their
feats off it, the Peace Team’s two-week trip to
Australia has been an unbridled success, Oziel
said. It’s what happens next that concerns her. 

“I’m more worried about the backlash when
the boys get back home,” she said. “There’s still
resentment. Some of our boys are under threat
for being involved in normalization projects
with Israel. It’s very sad.” 

Hay is equally concerned. 
“We’ll see what’s happening after September”

– when the United Nations is due to vote on the
matter of Palestinian statehood, Hay said. “It’s a
vexed situation. This project survived the intifa-
da, the Gaza war,
really difficult times.
No matter what will
happen on a political
level, we’ll be able to
do what we do, but
we need to be
strong.” 

As for Khatib, he
said his life experi-
ence offers him a
unique perspective. 

“I’ve been in an
Israeli jail for 10
years. I do things I
believe in and I’m
ready to risk my life,”
he said. “So I’m not
really worried about
me.” 
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By NATHAN GUTTMAN 
WASHINGTON (Forward) – Since mid-July,

hundreds of thousands of Israelis have demon-
strated for “social justice” in what have been
called the nation’s largest protests on domestic
issues in recent memory, and organizers
promise more. Yet the leaders of most major
American Jewish organizations have been
noticeably silent about these protests – with one
exception. 

And that organization, the New Israel Fund,
which so far has raised $35,000 on behalf of the
demonstrators, has been shunned by some of
the very protesters it is trying to support. 

This dynamic illustrates the way that the
protest movement that began on July 14 has
scrambled the conventional relationship
between Israelis and the American Jewish estab-
lishment. Eager to show that the tent cities and
marches throughout the country are a grassroots
effort, some Israeli organizers are reluctant to
accept American funding, especially from a
politically charged organization like the NIF. At
the same time, it seems, some U.S. leaders are
reluctant to endorse a movement that, while it
says it is avowedly non-partisan, could serve to
weaken the Netanyahu government. 

“The Rothschild Boulevard tent camp and
leaders of the protests are cautious about work-
ing with us,” acknowledged Yuval Yavneh, direc-
tor of the NIF grants department. “People on the
right were successful in portraying us as a left-
wing group, and the organizers are afraid of any
political identification that might deter support-
ers.” 

Nonetheless, NIF mobilized as soon as the
tent cities popped up in Tel Aviv and later across
the country. On August 8, after 150,000 Israelis
took to the streets in the first of what would
become a series of mass demonstrations, a
fundraising appeal was sent out by Rachel Liel,
NIF’s executive director in Israel. “Stand with
these Israelis. Stand for social justice and for
democracy,” the e-mail urged, linking support-
ers to an online donation website. Since then, of
some $35,000 that has been raised, NIF officials
have disbursed more than $21,000 in small
grants to activist groups on the ground. The
grants, up to $1,000 each, were provided only
to certain elements within the Israeli movement
and are based on two criteria: assisting protest-
ers from the so-called periphery, outside Tel Aviv,

and helping activists
from smaller groups
connect to the broad-
er national protest
movement. As part of
this effort, grants were
provided to groups of
Ethiopian immigrants,
Israeli Arabs, the
handicapped, foreign
workers and Russian-
speaking Israelis. The
NIF also provided
money for tents and
electric generators for
protesters in areas
other than the main
tent city on
Rothschild Boulevard. 

“We want our
money to go where it
is needed the most,”
said Yavneh, adding
that the Tel Aviv pro-
testers have other
funding sources,
including the national
student movement.
NIF did not provide
funds for the two mass
demonstrations that

took place in central Tel Aviv but did support
smaller demonstrations in Haifa, Jerusalem and
in front of the Knesset. 

In addition, professionals from Shatil, NIF’s
social activism arm, have volunteered in 40 of
the 65 tent cites across Israel, helping protesters
organize, connect and resolve disputes. 

Because the protest movement is so decentral-
ized, it is difficult to assess what NIF’s share rep-
resents. Still, it is emerging as one of the largest
funders, alongside the national student organi-
zation and a couple of labor-oriented youth
movements. Costs of the protest have been kept
to a minimum, and the only big-ticket expense –
the mass Tel Aviv demonstrations – was paid for
from donation jars that were passed around the
crowds. 

NIF’s offer to help was met with a mixed
response on the ground in Israel. On the one
hand, the group received a stream of requests for
grants from the tent encampments and social
change organizations representing minority
groups. But leaders of the mainstream protest
movement, especially those in Tel Aviv, the
movement’s epicenter, chose to steer clear of the
group. 

“Everyone is saying that we are supported by
the New Israel Fund, but we don’t work with
them directly or indirectly,” Orly Weisselberg,
one of the protest organizers, said in a phone
interview. “We are not willing to have any
groups that are getting involved in order to pro-
mote their own agenda or to direct the move-
ment toward their own interests. We welcome
any kind of support, but our condition is that
they have no conditions.” 

NIF’s support for the protest movement,
although limited in scope, triggered a barrage of
criticism from Israel’s right wing. In blog posts
and newspaper articles, opponents argued that
the protest movement was no more than a front
for the NIF. “We’re rather bemused by the
extreme right in Israel ‘crediting’ it to the New
Israel Fund,” said NIF spokeswoman Naomi
Paiss, who stressed that the protest “is an authen-
tic grassroots movement. “ 

Whatever NIF’s role, it stands in stark contrast
to the relative silence of other Jewish groups,
which are normally quick to issue a press release
anytime there is news from Israel. The Anti-
Defamation League, American Israel Public
Affairs Committee, the Conference of Presidents
of Major American Jewish Organizations, J Street
– all have said nothing. The American Jewish
Committee did not issue a statement, but did
offer an analysis that took no position on the
protests. Only the Reform movement and the
left-leaning Ameinu issued statements of sup-
port. 

The Jewish Federations of North America
issued a carefully worded press release pledging
support for “those who raise their voice in the
public forum for the good of Israeli society,
whether protest tent-dweller or member of
Knesset.” At the same time, JFNA urged protest-
ers and the government to continue their dia-
logue until reaching an agreement. 

Other groups expressed their support from
afar. Rabbi Steve Gutow, president and CEO of
the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, an organi-
zation known for its strong stance on social
issues, said the demonstrations raised real con-
cerns regarding economic disparity in Israel.
“Social justice in Israel is something we care
about deeply,” Gutow said, while adding that his
group still wishes to give time for the commis-
sion set up by Prime Minister Netanyahu to issue
its recommendations. “The fact that the govern-
ment is seen as responding gave us a sense of
pause,” Gutow said. 

(This story originally appeared in the Forward
newspaper. To read more, please go to for-
ward.com <http://forward.com/> .) 
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By JESSICA STEINBERG 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Saturday night’s demonstrations by more than

400,000 Israelis calling for social justice represented a powerful climax to
an unprecedented summer of protests and activism. 

The nationwide protests, billed as the March of the Million, have been
called the largest demonstration in Israel’s history. Whether they ventured
out in person – in Tel Aviv, Jerusalem, Haifa and many smaller cities
throughout Israel – or watched the protests on television, many Israelis felt
galvanized by the mass mobilization. 

The next morning, as some protesters headed home after dismantling
the tents they had raised in city parks this summer, organizers said the
movement was entering a new phase. 

For now the country is awaiting the recommendations of the Trajtenberg
Committee, a panel of academics, economists and policymakers appoint-
ed by Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in response to the protests. The
committee will be releasing its suggestions for socioeconomic reforms in
the next few weeks. 

Yet Israelis are wondering precisely what sort of change will result from
the summer of protest. Will it come to an abrupt end with recommenda-
tions to cut some budgets and augment others, or will there be a more far-
reaching transformation of Israeli politics? 

Unquestionably it is the first time that “Israelis got a sense of empower-
ment that they can change things, that they can get organized and protest
in a peaceful way,” said David Nachmias, a lecturer in the School of
Government at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. “They want social
justice, they want to change public policy.” 

How this desire will translate into the realm of politics is an open ques-
tion. Many signs at the protests assailed Netanyahu and his government,
and the leader of the opposition Kadima Party, Tzipi Livni, urged Israelis
to attend Saturday’s demonstrations on Facebook. Protest organizers,
however, have tried to keep the political world at a distance from their
movement in the hopes of appealing to wide segments of the Israeli pub-
lic. 

Several leaders emerged from the tent cities and weekly protests as
nationally prominent figures, including Daphne Leef, who was the first to
set up a tent in central Tel Aviv to protest her inability to find an affordable
apartment, and Itzik Shmuli, the chairman of National Student Union.
Both were featured speakers at Saturday’s main rally that drew some
300,000 people to Tel Aviv’s Hamedina Square. 

Many observers have pointed to the differences between the two young
leaders, which reflect tensions within the movement as a whole. Leef,
who tends to speak from the gut, has blasted the Trajtenberg Committee
as a cynical effort established to deceive the public. Shmuli, by contrast,
has been interested in engaging with the committee and, like other stu-
dent leaders before him, is mentioned as a natural for entering politics. 

Shmuli is “one of the people to look for” as an
emerging political leader, said Hani Zubida, an
assistant professor of public policy at IDC
Herzliya who helped organize a coalition of
Israel’s peripheral populations for the summer
protests that included single mothers, Arabs and
lower-income communities. 

“People are calling for his campaign tour for
the next primaries,” Zubida said. “The fact that
we saw him week in and week out on the stage
means something.” 

At the same time, says Zubida, nobody is sure
what will happen next. He believes that some
protest leaders may be co-opted into the current
political parties, which could be “extremely
beneficial, as it might show that the government
is trying to face the challenge and embrace
‘these people’ into the system.” 

Nachmias is hoping that the wave of protests
results in the formation of a new political party
with a socioeconomic agenda rather than
focusing on security issues. Israel has been in
the midst of a governance crisis, he said, and
the government has been unable to formulate
and implement long-term public policies, part-
ly because of its electoral system that empowers
small parties representing various interest
groups. 

“People are sick and tired of the governance
crisis,” he said. “The speakers were talking
about the new Israel, the empowered Israelis. If
there is a new political party, that’s the greatest
achievement they can have.” 

Hebrew University historian Alexander
Yakobson wrote in Haaretz that the movement
itself cannot be turned into “a political party, or
a camp with a clear-cut political and ideologi-
cal character, without losing most of its partici-

pants and all of its public influence.” Yakobson also wrote that while the
movement has given a boost to more social democratic economic poli-
cies, ultimately change will have to come through the championing of
these issues in the political realm. 

“The Labor Party, under new leadership, is a natural candidate to carry
a banner of this kind, but of course there are also other options and com-
binations of options,” he said in Haaretz. “The bottom line is that this is a
matter for a party or parties. It is clear that the voting public will not vote
on the socioeconomic issue alone, but its importance will no doubt
increase.” 

In the meantime, the public is waiting to see what the Trajtenberg
Committee will recommend to ease the burdens facing the middle class. 

Expectations are that the panel will call for significant cuts in the defense
budget, as well as recommend raising corporate, inheritance and capital
gains taxes. The com-
mittee also is expect-
ed to recommend
increases in the edu-
cation, health and
social welfare bud-
gets; lowering
income taxes for the
middle class; offering
tax breaks for work-
ing parents; and
breaking up the
country’s monopo-
lies. 

Still, Zubida says,
the committee cannot
meet the movement’s
aspirations for
change. 

“This is about more
than just recom-
mending more com-
petition and doing
away with monopo-
lies,” he said. “We
need a different
vision for Israel.” 

Like many others,
he would like to see a
new political party
emerge from the
protest movement. As
an active participant
in the protests,
Zubida remarked that
the wonder of the tent
cities was “everyone
was talking to every-
one else.” He would
like to see the negoti-
ations and discus-
sions that took place
in those ad hoc
salons continue to
happen in different
neighborhoods and
places throughout
Israel. 

Protest leaders are
trying to keep the dia-
logue going. Instead
of another mass
march, 1,000 round
tables will be set up
Saturday night out-
side the Tel Aviv
Museum of Art for
public meetings and
democratic discus-
sions of social issues. 

“This is a brand
new trend,” Zubida
said. “It’s the first time
in Israel that there are
different social coali-
tions working togeth-
er. It’s a semi-revolu-
tion.” 
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By RON KAMPEAS 
WASHINGTON (JTA) – All but resigned to the

inevitability of a Palestinian push for statehood at
the United Nations later this month, Jewish groups
are hoping that its effects can be blunted through
aggressive diplomacy and the threat of action by
the U.S. Congress. 

Jewish groups are urging foreign diplomats to
push for language that would make any resolution
more palatable to Israel and supporting a renewed
push to restart the peace process as an incentive.
Meanwhile, they are counting on congressional
penalties against the Palestinians should the even-
tual resolution be unfavorable to Israel. 

“It’s still interesting,” said Daniel Mariaschin, the
executive vice president of B’nai B’rith
International, expressing the cautious optimism
characteristic of a range of conversations with
Jewish officials that engage in U.N. forums. “We
don’t know what kind of resolution will be intro-
duced.” 

The Obama administration is pressing hard to
avoid any resolution, and is hoping instead to get
the parties back to the table under the aegis of the
Quartet, the grouping of the United States, Russia,
the United Nations and the European Union that
guides the peace process. 

The administration recently dispatched Dennis
Ross, the National Security Council’s Middle East
adviser, and David Hale, its Middle East peace
special envoy to the region, to try to come up with
a formula for moving forward that will convince
the Palestinians to shelve their U.N. bid. 

“I have been in contact with the White House,
with Dennis Ross, David Hale and their team, and
I know they’re working extremely hard with the
Quartet,” Rep. Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.), the senior
Democrat on the foreign operations subcommittee
of the U.S. House of Representatives’
Appropriations Committee, told JTA. “They’ve
been working nonstop to be creative with their
language.” 

Insiders with information about the Quartet
negotiations, however, say they don’t have much
hope that the American efforts will succeed. The
Palestinians and Russia oppose language in a state-
ment that would relaunch negotiations that
include recognizing Israel as Jewish state as well as
“realities on the ground” – code for large settle-
ments. 

Palestinian officials continue to insist that they
intend to go through with their statehood effort
and will ask the U.N. Security Council to admit a
Palestinian state as a U.N. member. The United
States has made clear that it would veto any such
resolution before the Security Council, insisting
that the proper venue for achieving Palestinian
statehood is at the negotiating table with Israel. 

A resolution recognizing Palestinian statehood
in the U.N. General Assembly would likely gain
the support of a majority of member nations, but a
General Assembly vote would be largely symbol-
ic and would not grant U.N. membership to the
Palestinians. 

Jewish groups say
efforts are under way
to persuade key coun-
tries to shape a resolu-
tion that would be
more favorable toward
Israel. 

“We’re in a much
better place than a
couple of months
ago,” said Jennifer
Laszlo Mizrahi, the
president of The Israel
Project. “A lot more of
the diplomats are bet-
ter educated about
nuances and chal-
lenges and opportuni-
ties.” 

A resolution recog-

nizing the eventual necessity of Palestinian state-
hood might even be beneficial if it included the
right language, Mizrahi said. 

“A watered-down resolution that doesn’t say
where lines are, doesn’t talk about refugees and
recognizes the validity of a Jewish state, it’s a vic-
tory for all sides, it would be win-win for every-
body,” she said. 

Leading the outreach has been the American
Jewish Committee, which has had 300 meetings
with diplomats from 70 countries in the past three
months – and expects a last-minute flurry of anoth-
er 100 such meetings before the matter comes to a
vote, which is expected by Sept. 21. 

The AJC’s executive director, David Harris, said
the message was getting across. 

“There have been some in the Arab world who
have said recently that this is not going to work, it’s
not going to advance the goal of a Palestinian state,
it may backfire, it may set the prospects for peace
back, and the Palestinians may be blamed because
this was their idea,” Harris said. 

Lowey and Jewish communal officials have said
that in private conversations, Palestinian leaders
fear that they have painted themselves into a cor-
ner – that a failure to achieve statehood recogni-
tion would spur anti-government protests among
Palestinians inspired by the Arab Spring. 

The Anti-Defamation League’s national director,
Abraham Foxman, said that might nudge the
Palestinians toward accepting a General Assembly
vote short of statehood recognition – one that
upgrades the Palestinian U.N. delegation’s observ-
er status. 

“A lot will depend on language and how it’s pre-
sented,” he said. 

He also noted that Palestinian Authority
President Mahmoud Abbas has told Israelis in
recent days that he would be ready to return to
talks once a vote goes through, one way or the
other. 

Lowey said that might be too little too late and
reiterated her warning made this summer with
Rep. Kat Granger (R-Texas), the foreign operations
subcommittee chairwoman, that the Palestinian
Authority could lose much of the approximately
$500 million in assistance it receives from the
United States if it presses ahead with the vote. 

“Both the House and the Senate are very clear in
cutting off funds to the Palestinian Authority if they
go forward and take the vote without going back
to the negotiating table,” Lowey said. 

Jewish groups say U.N. resolution is
inevitable, but its wording isn’t set 
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By LINDA GRADSTEIN 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The bad diplomatic news

for Israel just kept getting worse. 
First Turkey announced that it was slashing the

level of its diplomatic ties with Israel to the second
secretary level, giving the senior Israeli embassy
staff 48 hours to leave the country. Turkey also
said it was suspending all military ties with Israel. 

Next the Turkish Embassy in Washington vowed
that Turkey would pursue legal action against
Israeli soldiers and officials who were involved in
the deadly 2010 raid on the Gaza-bound Turkish
ship the Mavi Marmara. Then 40 Israeli travelers
on a Tel Aviv-to-Istanbul flight were separated
from the other passengers upon landing and sub-
jected to humiliating searches. 

Turkey’s actions came as the United Nations
released the report of its Palmer committee, which
investigated Israel’s actions during its May 2010
interception of a flotilla that was trying to break its
blockade of Gaza. Israeli troops encountered vio-
lent resistance when they tried to board the Mavi
Marmara, and the ensuing battle left eight Turkish
citizens and one dual Turkish-American citizen
dead. 

The Palmer report found that Israel’s blockade of
Gaza was legal and that Israeli commandos need-
ed to use force as they came under attack on the
Mavi Marmara. The report also found, however,
that Israel used excessive force when boarding the
ship. 

Turkey has demanded an apology for the deaths
of its citizens, but Israel has refused. 

“We need not apologize for the fact that naval
commandos defended their lives against an
assault by violent IHT activists,” Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu told his Cabinet
this week, using the initials of the Turkish charity
that sponsored the Mavi Marmara. “We need not
apologize for the fact that we acted to stop the
smuggling of weapons to Hamas, a terrorist orga-
nization that has already fired over 10,000 mis-
siles, rockets and mortar rounds at our civilians.
We need not apologize for the fact that we acted
to defend our people, our children and our com-
munities.” 

Netanyahu then made a last-ditch attempt to
head off Turkey’s decision to limit ties with Israel. 

“I reiterate that the State of Israel expresses
regret over the loss of life. I also hope that a way
will be found to overcome the disagreement with
Turkey,” he said. “Israel has never wanted a dete-
rioration in its relations with Turkey; neither is
Israel interested in such a deterioration now.” 

The crisis in ties with Turkey could have far-
reaching implications for Israel. Severing trade
between Israel and Turkey, which is more than $3
billion annually, would have a negative impact on
the Israeli economy. 

Diplomatically, the crisis could badly affect
Israel’s relationships with Egypt and Jordan.
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan vis-
ited Egypt this week to discuss deepening that
country’s strategic relationship with Turkey. 

The trip came amid growing opposition in Egypt
to the longstanding peace treaty with Israel.
Egypt’s military leaders could come under
increasing pressure to follow Turkey and recall
their ambassador from Israel. 

“Erdogan will say to the Egyptians, ‘What are
you doing for the Palestinians?’” Alon Liel, a for-
mer Israeli ambassador to Turkey, told JTA.
“Egyptians will say, ‘Turkey is not even Arab, and
they expelled the Israeli ambassador.’ It will add
to the public pressure.” 

Liel believes there is even a chance of a military
confrontation between Israel and Turkey if, as
expected, Israel signs a deal to export liquid nat-
ural gas to Cyprus, an island nation that is tensely
divided between Greek and Turkish sectors. 

“Those vessels will need to go through the
Mediterranean, and Turkey will do whatever it
can to stop them,” Liel said, adding that Turkey
has 40,000 soldiers in the Turkish part of Cyprus. 

Closer to home for Israelis, the crisis with Turkey
could strengthen Hamas, which controls Gaza,

and which Israel and the United States see as a
terrorist state. Erdogan, an Islamist, has vigorously
defended Hamas from those who say it is a ter-
rorist group that should be isolated. 

Erdogan has said that he wants to visit Gaza. If
Egypt agrees to let him enter Gaza from its territo-
ry, it would represent a victory for Hamas and a
further challenge to Israel. 

Beyond the diplomatic fallout, Israel’s relation-
ship with Turkey played an important psychologi-
cal role. Tens of thousands of Israelis visit Turkey
each year with package tours that even including
the one-hour flight is cheaper than staying at
hotels in Eilat. The relationship with Turkey also
made Israelis feel connected to the wider Muslim
world. Turkey was the first Muslim country to
establish diplomatic relations with Israel, in 1949. 

“We used to hold up the relationship with
Turkey as an example of how Israel can have a
relationship with a large Muslim country,” a
senior Israeli official told JTA. “We’re certainly
concerned about this now.” 

In the early days of the state, there were very
close ties with Turkey. Israel’s first prime minister,
David Ben-Gurion, even studied law in Turkey.
Those diplomatic ties intensified in the 1980s and
1990s. 

The senior Israeli official said there are two
schools of thought in Israel surrounding Erdogan.
One says that the deterioration in the relationship
is specifically because of the flotilla incident and
that if Israel apologized, the relationship would
return to what it was. 

The other school, which seems to be gaining
ground, is that Erdogan sees himself as a poten-
tial leader of the Islamic world and is leading
Turkey to become more religious and more
Islam-identified. If that is true, then the flotilla
incident is just an
excuse to downgrade
ties with Israel. 

It seems unlikely that
the relationship will
improve anytime soon.
Liel, the former
ambassador, says a
similar incident hap-
pened in 1980 after
Israel passed the
Jerusalem Law formal-
izing Israel’s unilateral
annexation of East
Jerusalem, which was
captured in 1967. 

Turkey then reacted
exactly as it did this
week – downgrading
ties to the level of sec-
ond secretary. Liel,
then a second secre-
tary, was sent to
Ankara. 

“For the five years I
was there I couldn’t do
anything,” he said.
“Turkish officials
wouldn’t even come to
Israel Independence
Day celebrations.” 

It took 12 years for
Turkey to agree to rein-
state the Israeli ambas-
sador. After the 1991
Madrid peace confer-
ence, Turkey reinstated
the Israeli ambassador
and accepted the
Palestine Liberation
Organization’s ambas-
sador. Israeli officials
say they hope that this
time it won’t take 12
years to get their
ambassador back to
Turkey. 

No end in sight for downward spiral in Turkish-Israeli ties 
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Mischievous Gerry Posner has handed
readers of this paper a task: Identify as many
of the faces as possible in the photos on this
page.

The photos are taken from 1958-59 and
show members of United Synagogue Youth
(USY).

Gerry has given us a complete list of all
USY members from that period.

The person (or group of persons) who is
able to come up with the most names of indi-
viduals in all three pictures will receive a free
one-year subscription to The
Jewish Post & News or a compli-
mentary copy of “Coming of Age:
A History of the Jews of Manitoba”
(Now, to be fair, we’re not going to
ask anyone actually to put names
to faces – how the heck would we
know whether anyone got it right?

I admit that I had some hesita-
tion in putting these pictures into
the paper. There’s a story to how
this all came about…

Gerry had sent me two more sto-
ries about ex-Winnipeggers quite
some time ago. I said to him that I
just didn’t want to publish any
more stories about former
Winnipeggers who had made it
good elsewhere (especially in
Toronto).

Gerry responded that he gets
load of response to
those stories and
that, since many of
our readers know
the individuals of

whom Gerry writes, I should continue to
publish them.

Then, Gerry said he has something else that
our readers would probably find amusing and
interesting.

“Oh no,” I thought – “how much nostalgia
can one paper contain?”

Yet, Gerry is probably right. After all, I’m as
guilty as anyone for loading up this particular
issue with nostalgia pieces. 

So kids – get busy with your answers. Just
who are all the happy faces you see here?
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By BERNIE BELLAN
The year 2011 is a

momentous one for
Dr. Don Silverberg
for two reasons: He
graduated from the
University of
Manitoba Medical
School here 50
years ago, and he
went to visit Israel
for the first time
(with his wife Myrna
and three children)
35 years ago.

Silverberg, who
was back in
Winnipeg to attend
the 50th anniversary
reunion of his med-
ical school graduat-
ing class, says that when he and Myrna went
to Israel in 1976, it was never their intention
to end up living there.

Already a well-known nephrologist (kidney
specialist) in Edmonton, where he and Myrna
had established residence, it was when he
was faced with a choice between Israel and
Hawaii as to where he wanted to go on sab-
batical in 1976, that Silverberg says he made
the fateful decision to go to Israel (where nei-
ther he nor Myrna had been).

The moment their plane landed in Israel,
however, (and in those days you actually
descended a stairway upon exiting the air-
plane, rather than step directly into the air
terminal), Silverberg says that his wife said to
him: “Don, I think we’re home.”

(Silverberg also notes that the exact day
they landed in Israel was the day Israel
launched its famous raid on Entebbe to free
hostages who had been taken there by
Palestinian terrorists.)

Looking back on that fateful decision to go
to Israel rather than Hawaii, Silverberg says
“my motivation in going was more emotion-
al” than anything.

Neither Myrna, who grew up in Saskatoon
but in a non-Zionist household, nor he had
experienced any overt anti-Semitism in their
lives, he says. Yet,  within a short while,
according to Silverberg, both he and his wife
“were moved by the experience of Israel.”

Although Silverbeg says that he grew up in
a fervently Zionist home (His father was the
well-known math teacher, Jack Silverberg,
who later became principal of Joseph
Wolinsky Collegiate for a time), and was

involved in Habonim and Shomer Hatsair as
a youth, he had not contemplated aliyah
prior to his trip to Israel in 1976.

Having already established himself as a
well-respected expert in his field (and after
having spent four years at the Mayo Clinic
along with a year in Sweden prior to moving
to Edmonton), Silverberg says that he was
surprised at the quality of medical practice
that he saw when he arrived in Israel.

His first position was at Tel Hashomer
Hospital in Tel Aviv, he says.

“The level of medicine was superb,” he
observes. “The quality was at least as good as
anything I had experienced in Edmonton.”

As a result, when his year of sabbatical was
up, Silverberg says that he decided to extend
his stay in Israel by another year.

At the time, he notes, his three children
(two boys, ages 6 and 9, and daughter, age
11) were not having an easy time adjusting to
life in Israel, and even then it was enormous-
ly expensive to live in Tel Aviv.

“The prices of
homes were sky-
rocketing” around
that time, Silverberg
explains. As a result,
he, Myrna and the
kids made their first
home on a moshav
near Tel Aviv by the
name of Kfar Daniel.
While there,
Silverberg served as
the moshav doctor,
he notes.

Later, he says, he
and the family
moved to a moshav
near Netanya, where
he also served as the
moshav doctor.

Now he and
Myrna live in
Netanya proper,
although he com-
mutes to Tel Aviv
several times a
week, where he still
serves as the med-
ical director of  the
Tel Aviv Medical
Centre.

It was after

Winnipeg-born Dr. Don Silverberg celebrates 
35th anniversary of his family’s aliyah

DR. DON SILVERBERG and ABE ANHANG
Boyhood friends reunited during Silverberg’s recent trip back to his
hometown.

Wednesday, September 21, 2011, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   63

People

Happy New Year to the Community

LICENSED & BONDED
PAWN OR SELL • QUICK CASH LOANS

NO LIMIT
BUSINESS HOURS: 9:00-8:00

MONDAY THRU FRIDAY
SATURDAY 9:30-6:00

589-6361
409 SELKIRK at SALTER

Email: g48deals@shawcable.com

Happy Rosh Hashanah to the Community

Locks Keys Safes

942-3703 249 Notre Dame Ave
The Key to Security for 100 Years

Happy Rosh Hashanah

HAPPY ROSH HASHANAH

1327 Border St. Winnipeg, MB R3H 0N1

Tel: (204) 697-4707 Fax: (204) 633-5000
Toll-free: 1-866-697-2400
www.imperialflooring.ca

GARY SHNIER PAUL PILTZMAKER

347 William Avenue
Ph. 943-0999 / Fax 947-3444

Thank You for your Patronage

extends a Happy New Year
to all our friends and customers

Cont. on page 64.
See “Don
Silverberg”.



Silverberg had
completed his
second year in a
Tel Aviv hospital

(this time in Beilinson Hospital) that, he say,
he and Myrna made the decision to settle
permanently in Israel.

At the time, he notes, the medical world’s
understanding of the seriousness that having
high blood pressure posed was just coming
into its own.

“I wrote a whole series of papers on how to
control high blood pressure,” Silverberg
explains. As a result, he was asked to
become the national director of a program to
control high blood pressure in Israel, which
he did, for 10 years.

“There was a profound reduction in strokes
over that 10-period,” according to Silverberg.

Following that
period of service
in the national
blood pressure
p r o g r a m ,
S i l v e r b e r g
returned to his
original specialty
as a nephrolo-
gist.

In the 1990’s,
Silverberg says,
he began to
observe what he
perceived to be
“a relationship
many people
with kidney dis-
ease had with heart failure.” 

Silverberg hypothesized that the fact that
many patients with heart disease were also
suffering from anemia meant that there was a
direct relationship between iron deficiency
and heart disease. Until then, he says, the
relationship between iron deficiency and
heart disease had been unknown.

“There have been over 400 papers written
on the subject since,” he says.

In addition to having contributed greatly to
our knowledge of kidney and heart disease,
Silverberg has also served in many other
capacities within the Israeli medical system.

In 1991, he says, at the time of the first Iraq
war, when Sada’am Hussein was threatening

to launch Scud mis-
siles upon Israel, the
Israeli government
asked Silverberg to
coordinate prepara-
tions for the emer-
gency treatment of
any victims of those
attacks.

“We had to find
empty parking lots
where, if those
Scuds had con-
tained poison gas
(which was the terri-
ble fear that Israelis
all held), we would
be able to put emer-
gency detox cen-
tres,” Silverberg
explains.

U l t i m a t e l y ,
Silverberg was
responsible for
coordinating the
“medical care of the
1800 people who
were evacuated” as
a result of the 39
Scuds that were
launched at Israel.

More recently, as previously noted,
Silverberg has served as the senior physician
of the Tel Aviv Medical Center, after having
worked for six years as the Chief Medical
Officer of Tel Aviv.

Now 74, he says that in recent years he has
stepped back from his medical duties to
spend more time studying and lecturing on
the history of Zionism. He relates a fascinat-
ing story about the acquisition of a major
piece of land in Israel known as “Emeq
Hepher”, that stretches from Haifa in the
north to the Yarkon River in the south, and
that eventually came to be known as the
“Sharon Plain”.

(The following was taken largely from
Wikipedia: It was around 1927 that an Arab
landowner offered to sell the entire area to the

Jewish National
Fund for the prince-
ly sum of $1 million,
with an immediate
payment of
$300,000 required.
The task of leading
the drive to collect
the money fell to an
Ottawa business-
man by the name of
Archie Freiman,
who subsequently
found himself at the
21st Zionist
Convention in
Winnipeg.

It was here, in
Winnipeg, that various individuals pledged
enough money that the purchase of what is
now one of Israel’s most densely populated
areas, was able to occur.)

Now, after 35 years of living in Israel, Don
and Myrna have firmly integrated into the fab-
ric of Israeli life. Myrna, Don says, has been
directing a project known as “Books for
Israel” (http://booksforisrael.wikispaces.com),
which has seen over 1 million books donated
to Israeli public schools over the years by
Americans and Canadians.

As for their contact with other former
Winnipeggers now living in Israel, Silverberg
says that “they stay in touch with each other
informally”. Last summer, however, Silverberg
was the organizer of a reunion of St. Johns
High School graduates in Israel at the same
time as celebrations were occurring here in
Winnipeg. Sixty-two graduates got together in
Tel Aviv. (Silverberg wrote an article about
that experience for The Jewish Post & News at
the time.)

When I ask him what he would say to any-
one contemplating aliyah, Silverberg
answers: “We need you to come.”

Commenting on the emotional pull that
Israel has for him now, Silverberg says: “When
you stand on Mt. Nebo (which is located in
western Jordan) and look over at Jericho and
the Dead Sea, and read the last words of
Moses and you’re seeing the exact things he
saw, those are unforgettable experiences.” 
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In 1991, he says, at the time of the
first Iraq war, when Sada’am Hussein
was threatening to launch Scud mis-
siles upon Israel, the Israeli govern-
ment asked Silverberg to coordinate

preparations for the emergency treat-
ment of any victims of those attacks.
“We had to find empty parking lots
where, if those Scuds had contained

poison gas (which was the terrible fear
that Israelis all held), we would be

able to put emergency detox centres.”

Don Silverberg
(Cont. from page 63.)

Happy Rosh Hashanah
from Faye Tessler

Joel & Brenda Donen & family
Michael & Michelle Tessler & family

Imperial Soap and Supplies Ltd.

   1518 Inkster Blvd. 586-8147

Visit us online @ www.imperialsoap.com
EVERYTHING IN CLEANING SUPPLIES


