
By BERNIE BELLAN

For 20 year-old Maureya Lebowitz, the Royal Winnipeg
Ballet’s upcoming tour of Israel (with a one-day trip to
Amman, Jordan) marks a return visit to Israel - something
that sets her apart from everyone else in the company.

When Maureya went to Israel on Birthright a year and a
half ago, even though she says she knows quite a few other
Jewish kids in Winnipeg, it was her determination to go there
without knowing a soul.

“It was awesome,” she says. “There were so many musi-
cians. It was such a chill group.”

As well, Mauryea notes: “I met a soldier while I was on the
trip...I stayed for two months. I have family in Israel - in
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv...and my brother was there.”

Naturally, Israeli dancing came quite easily to Maureya. “I picked it up like it was nothing,” she
says. “I should be able to pick it up - it’s my job!”

Now that she’s going back to Israel in another month, Maureya says that she’s “very excited. I enjoyed it
way more than I thought I would.”

In fact, Maureya’s picture is featured prominently on an RWB poster advertising the upcoming RWB 70th
Anniversary Tour of Israel and Jordan.

The RWB’s trip to Israel is being coordinated with the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s Mission to Israel.
The troupe leaves for Israel next month (separately from the Federation Mission that will also be going to
Israel the last two weeks of October). While there, the members of the company will actually be spending

a certain amount of time touring
with participants on the Mission.

“I’m so excited that the whole
company will be able to get the
Israeli experience - with a guide,”
Maureya says. Altogether, the
dancers will be performing three
shows in Jerusalem, three in Tel
Aviv, two in Haifa, and one in
Amman, Jordan. (The complete
itinerary is available at
http://www.rwb.org/2010/tour.)

While there, the RWB’s tour
will be filmed by a Winnipeg
videogrpaher for a future docu-
mentary.
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Ballet troupe to perfrom eight times in Israel
RWB’s Maureya Lebowitz excited to be returning to Israel

Abbas threatens to
resign if talks fail
JERUSALEM (JTA) -

Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas has threat-
ened to resign if peace talks
with Israel fail.

Abbas made a statement
indicating that he would quit
over a failure of the recently
launched direct peace negoti-
ations at a recent meeting of
the Fatah Central Committee,
The Jerusalem Post reported
Sunday.

“I have made a decision and
I will announce it at the
appropriate time,” Abbas said,
according to the Post, which
cited a senior PA official quot-
ed in the London-based Al-
Quds Al-Arabi daily.

The members of the commit-
tee understood Abbas’ decla-
ration as a new threat to
resign.

There is no obvious succes-
sor to Abbas. If Abbas did
resign, the party's central
committee would meet and
appoint one of its members to
the position, according to the
Post.

Meanwhile, the Palestinians
continue to assert that they
will halt negotiations if Israel
does not extend the freeze on
construction in West Bank set-
tlements.

(Cont. on page 2. See “Maureya
Lebowitz”.)

MAUREYA LEBOWITZ as seen on
RWB poster advertising upcoming
trip to Israel. Photo by David Cooper.

The Rady Centre JCC gym was hopping Sunday, Sept. 19 at the
Combined Jewish Appeal Campaign kickoff.
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In May,
2009 Maureya
(who is
named for her

grandfather Morris, or “Maury” - as he was
known), like tens of thousands of other young
Jews over the years, participated in “Taglit
Birthright” - in the “Israel Outdoors” program.

For Maureya, embarking on a program with-
out knowing anyone else participating in that
program, was nothing new.

From a very early age this gifted young lady
has found herself heading off into adventures
of one sort or another. For instance, at the age
of 11 she was enrolled in the Professional
Division of the Royal Winnipeg Ballet. 

For someone who had been born in
California and grew up on the beaches of
Malibu, but then relocated to the small town
of Darby, Montana, at the age of five, moving
to Winnipeg was just another experience in
what has become a lifetime of adventures.

“I started creative movement when I was three, in California”, Maureya
explains. “My parents were looking for a different environment to raise us
kids...They had friends in Montana. We used to go there every summer. One
summer we didn’t go back (to California).”

The Lebowitzes were a very creative family, as it turns out. “My father was
an entrepreneur and an inventor,” Maureya notes. (See adjoining story.)

“We found a dance teacher in Montana,” she says. “I was dancing with
kids who were 16 and 17 when I was 11.” 

Maureya’s teacher had spent a summer in Winnipeg at the RWB and was
greatly impressed by the program here, which explains how Maureya ended
up applying to enroll in the RWB’s Professional Division. Similar programs
in the U.S. do not accept students until they are at least 14, she notes. “It’s
only here and in Toronto” that students as young as 11 can enroll in what is
a nine-month program.

Currently, the RWB Professional Division has 102 students studying dance.
Interestingly, not one of those students is from Winnipeg.

The move up to Winnipeg from Montana for Maureya was eased somewhat
by having her parents, Gary and Beth, come with her. “They bought a condo
in the Ashdown Warehouse” (where she still lives), Maureya notes.  

Yet, because her older brother, Aaron, (who is quite an outdoor adventur-
er, according to Maureya) wanted to remain in Montana, her parents
retained their house in Montana. 

“They would split their time between here an Montana,” Maureya explains.
Although she was quite willing to live in the RWB residence, Maureya admits

that it  waas very comfortable for her to have at least one parent around for the
first three years that she was studying in the Professional Division. 

“All my friends (in the Professional Division) lived in the ‘rez’,” she adds.
“Then, around the age of 15, they started living on their own.”

The fact, however, that Maureya had such strong support from her parents,
however, was key to her development into the dancer that she is today, she
acknowledges. “Family dinners and emotional support - I think you really
see a difference in my development just because of the emotional support I
had around me, compared to some of the kids in rez who get homesick.”

When Maureya’s brother graduated from high school in Montana, her par-
ents decided to move up to Winnipeg full-time, which they did for four
years, from 2004-08.

As it turns out, though, Maureya did have other family connections in
Winnipeg - through the Berkal family. Maureya’s cousin is Sophie (Sarbit-
Berkal), who is also 20 and who, not coincidentally, has also been pursuing
an artistic career from a very young age.

Adding to the mix, Maureya adds, her mother, Beth, is from Hibbing,
Minnesota - home to someone else of whom you may have heard (and who
also happens to be a relative of Beth’s): A singer by the name of Bob
Zimmerman, better known as Bob Dylan.

As far as Maureya’s career as a dancer goes, she has already set some mile-
stones in the RWB. Having made her professional debut in the Nutcracker in
2001, Maureya joined the company in 2007 as an apprentice.

Last season she impressed critics in her first lead role, as Wendy, in Peter
Pan. Maureya was also the youngest dancer in RWB history to perform the
role of Juliet, in Romeo and Juliet, when she was only 18.

According to the Winnipeg Free Press, Maureya “throws sparks every time
she’s on stage as a star ballerina in the making”.

With her career on the ascendant - having progressed from an apprentice to
a member of the corps de ballet to her current position of “second soloist”,
Maureya has hopes of eventually becoming a principle dancer with the RWB.

At the same time, it is also her ambition to be able to take her career to the
U.S. and Europe. As she says, one of the perks that she’s enjoyed most by
virtue of belonging to the RWB is “all the touring” in which the company
engages.

For Winnipeggers, it is always thrilling to witness the emergence of a star
who, although not born here, has made Winnipeg her home. As is the case
with so many other Jewish newcomers to Winnipg in recent years, the infu-
sion of new artistic talent adds an entire new dimension to Jewish life here.

Ballerina’s parents found new home in Winnipeg

As interesting
a story as
M a u r e y a
Lebowitz’s rise
to the position
of second
soloist with the
Royal Winnipeg
Ballet is, her
parents’ story is
equally com-
pelling.

As mentioned
in the adjoining
story, Gary
Lebowitz has enjoyed a very successful career as both an
inventor and entrepreneur. In the mid-80’s Gary developed an
electronic version of the famous Rolodex card filing system.
He later sold that invention to the Rolodex company.

According to Gary, he has been developing and marketing
different products since his early 20’s. Among his other inven-
tions is a skin-care product, he says.

Beth Lebowitz, Gary’s wife and Maureya’s mother, says that
she was a registered nurse prior to her giving birth to her two
children, having worked in the trauma departments of hospi-
tals in San Francisco and southern California. 

Although the Lebowitzes enjoyed a comfortable lifestyle in
Malibu, Beth says, they grew increasingly dissatisfied as “L.A.
was starting to encroach on Malibu.”

Having been to Montana many times previously, their move
there was not as radical a transformation as one might expect. 

“The kids felt a sense of freedom there,” Beth adds.
“In Malibu the neighbours’ kids were all raised by nannies.”
And, as Maureya noted, her parents also made the move to

Winnipeg once she was accepted into the RWB’s Professional
Division in 2001. 

Immediately, says Beth, both she and Gary became very
involved in life here. 

“I joined the Rady Centre right away,” Gary notes, while
Beth, among other things, started doing Tai Chi on a regular
basis.

“Winnipeg is a very friendly city,” she says - “easy to
become a part of.”

Even though Maureya now lives on her own in the condo
that the Lebowitzes bought when they first moved her to be
with her, they come back often to what is now their “second
home.”

Attacks from Gaza on Israel increasing
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Two more rockets were launched from

Gaza into Israel, bringing to 10 the number of rockets that have
struck Israel since the start of the High Holidays. 

The two rockets launched Monday morning landed in open
territory near Sderot, according to Israel’s military. 

On Sunday, Israeli soldiers opened fire toward the Gaza border
fence after they spotted Palestinians attempting to fire anti-tank mis-
siles into Israel, according to the Israel Defense Forces spokesman.
Three Palestinians were killed in the attack, Israel Radio reported.
Gaza sources said they were farmers, Haaretz reported. 

Also Sunday, a rocket fired in the early morning landed near
a kibbutz orchard in the western Negev. 

Israel hits Gaza weapons storage facilities
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel’s Air Force struck two weapons stor-

age facilities in the Gaza Strip. 
The attacks early Thursday morning were in response to the nine

rockets and shells fired from Gaza at southern Israel on Wednesday,
according to a statement from the Israel Defense Forces. 

Two of the mortar shells reportedly contained phosphorus,
which causes severe burns and has been banned by the
Geneva Conventions. 

Israeli airstrikes also hit a terrorist tunnel in southern Gaza on
Wednesday afternoon, according to the Israeli military. The tun-
nel was used to smuggle terrorists into Israel to commit attacks
against Israelis, the IDF said in a statement. Palestinian sources
said that at least one Palestinian was killed. 

Rocket attacks on southern Israel from Gaza have increased
dramatically following the opening of direct peace talks
between Israel and the Palestinians in the region. 

Maureya Lebowitz
(Cont. from page 1.)

Photo by Grajewski Photogra-
phy Inc.

BETH and GARY LEBOWITZ
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By MYRON LOVE
After a couple of years of treading water, enrolment is moving

upward again at the Gray Academy of Jewish Education. Registration
stands at 604 this year as compared to 572 last autumn.

Head of School and CEO Rory Paul said that one third of the new
students are from families who have recently immigrated to Winnipeg.
More significantly, the other two-thirds are locally-born children who
have switched over from both the public school system and presti-
gious private schools such as St. John’s-Ravenscourt School or the
University of Winnipeg Collegiate program.

“We have had to add a third Grade 3 and a third Grade 4 class this
year,” Paul says. The school already has four junior kindergarten class-
es.

Paul attributes the school’s success to two factors – the excellence of
the teaching staff (which he describes as “second to none”) and the
overall quality of the education that the Gray Academy offers. “We
have done a lot of work in the last couple of years to raise our level of
Judiac studies to the top ranks in Canada,” he says, “and we have
worked hard to make certain that our general studies program is also
top notch.”

Full tuition at the school is in the $7,000 per student range. However
the BJE has a sliding scale based on family income and the numbers
of students per family enrolled in the school. 

Paul further notes the Board of Jewish Education is broadening its
mandate this year to include adult education. “As a result of a two-
year strategic planning process, the Board has created a new position
– Co-ordinator of Lifelong Learning – whose mandate will be to work
with the synagogues and the Rady Jewish Community Centre to
expand Jewish education in the community with an emphasis on
teens and younger adults,” he says.

Winnipeg Jewish families also have the option of enrolling their
younger children in North America’s only elementary public school
(and 100% publicly-funded) Hebrew bilingual programs but, it seems,
each year the number of parents looking to that option continues to
decline. The enrolment in the Hebrew bilingual program at Margaret
Park Elementary School (Kindergarten-Grade 5 this year) is just 37
(although there may still be some late enrolments) – down from about
50 last year. Class sizes range from 4 in Grade 2 to 9 in Grade 5 with
just 6 registered in kindergarten. (Classes are combined.) Enrolment at
Brock Corydon School in River Heights continues to register a corre-
sponding decease in student numbers. At its peak 20 years ago, the
program numbered about 180 students.

While the shrinking attendance in the Hebrew Bilingual program at
Margaret Park reflects the declining Jewish population in the North

End (which used to be the
heart land of the Jewish com-
munity in Winnipeg), the
decline in students enrolled
at the Hebrew Bilingual pro-
gram (Kindergarten-Grade 6)
at Brock Corydon in the south
end (where the bulk of the
Jewish population now
resides) is rather unexpected.

For years, the program was
filled to capacity with about
180 students. Last year, for
the first time, that figure
dropped – by about 50 stu-
dents. This year, the enrol-
ment has declined further – to
136 – including a kinder-
garten class of 12. Principal
Ira Udow suggests that the
decline is student enrolment
may be because younger
Jewish families as well as
newer immigrant families are
increasingly moving to newer
suburbs which are outside the Winnipeg One School Division catch-
ment area. 

(Brock Corydon School is in the Winnipeg One School Division.
While Winnipeg One is the city’s largest school division, there are
another five or six school divisions in the suburbs.) 

The Ohr haTorah school (which operates out of the Herzlia
Synagogue in south Winnipeg) was a different kind of alternative for
frum families. However, last year, the 11-year-old school ran into
financial difficulties and was forced to scale back its program. This
year, the school operates only a daycare and kindergarten with a
capacity of 40. All the spaces are full and there is a waiting list.

Chabad also operates a small school in Winnipeg. Currently, Oholei
Torah has a student enrolment of 12 in preschool and another 14 in a
kindergarten to Grade 8 program. For the time being, the pre-school
program is being run out of the home of Rabbi Shumley and Adina
Altein, while the K-8 students are being housed in the North End
Lubavitch Centre. The plan is to move all the students to the new south
Winnipeg Lubavitch Centre at the beginning of November. The build-
ing is scheduled to be completed by late October.

WASHINGTON (JTA) -
Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu signaled
he would heed, in part, an
appeal from President Obama
to continue the settlement
freeze.

“Between zero and one
there are a lot of possibilities,”
Haaretz quoted Netanyahu as
telling his Cabinet ministers
on Sunday. Other media quot-
ed similar remarks from the
prime minister, suggesting that
he is considering quashing
some - if not all - of the thou-
sands of building permits set
to kick in when the partial
moratorium he imposed last
fall expires on Sept. 26.

After pressure by the United
States, Netanyahu imposed
the moratorium as a means of
enticing Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud Abbas to direct
talks. Abbas has threatened to pull out of the direct talks renewed
earlier this month unless the moratorium is extended.

In a news conference last Friday, Obama made clear he would
prefer the moratorium to continue.

“What I’ve said to Prime Minister Netanyahu is that, given, so far,
the talks are moving forward in a constructive way, it makes sense
to extend that moratorium so long as the talks are moving in a con-
structive way,” Obama said.

Obama also chided the Palestinians for their less than enthusiastic

approach to the renewed process.
“A major bone of contention during the

course of this month is going to be the poten-
tial lapse of the settlement moratorium,”
Obama said. 

“The irony is, is that when Prime Minister
Netanyahu put the moratorium in place, the
Palestinians were very skeptical. They said this
doesn’t do anything. And it turns out, to Prime
Minister Netanyahu’s credit and to the Israeli
government’s credit, the settlement moratori-
um has actually been significant. It has signifi-
cantly reduced settlement construction in the
region. And that’s why now the Palestinians
say, you know what, even though we weren’t
that keen on it at first or we thought it was just
window dressing, it turns out that this is impor-
tant to us.”

The sides return to talks this week, in the
Egyptian resort town of Sharm el Sheik. In
Netanyahu’s officially released Cabinet
remarks, he said his emphasis would be on
Palestinian recognition of Israel as a Jewish

state, something Abbas has resisted.
“A peace agreement is based - first of all - on the recognition of

Israel as the national state of the Jewish people,” he said. “The con-
flict between us and the Palestinians, as opposed to other conflicts
that were resolved by peace agreements, is over the same piece of
ground. We say that the solution is two states for two peoples,
meaning two national states, a Jewish national state and a
Palestinian national state. To my regret, I have yet to hear from the
Palestinians the phrase ‘two states for two peoples.’” 

Enrolment up at Gray Academy

Gray Academy Head of School
RORY PAUL: “We have done a lot
of work in the last couple of years
to raise our level of Judiac studies
to the top ranks in Canada.”

Netanyahu hints at continuing freeze

ISRAELI PRIME
MINISTER BENJAMIN
NETANYAHU: “To my
regret, I have yet to hear
from the Palestinians the
phrase ‘two states for
two peoples.’”

U.S. President Barack
Obama: “A major bone
of contention during the
course of this month is
going to be the potential
lapse of the settlement
moratorium.”



In his seminal book, Boom Bust & Echo,
demographer David Foot made the observa-
tion that “demographics explains 90 percent
of just about everything”.

Whether Foot was exaggerating or not,
there is no doubt that demographics do
explain quite a bit more about things than
most people might think.

The case of our own Jewish community is
telling. In 2001 Statistics Canada said that there were only 12,600
Jews in Winnipeg – and that was using a definition of who was Jewish
that was as liberal as one could reasonably expect: “To which ethnic
or cultural group(s) did this person’s ancestors belong?”

By 2006, the figure had grown somewhat to 13,175 and the ques-
tion had been made modified slightly: “What were the ethnic or cul-
tural origins of this person’s ancestors?”

One should understand that the questions asked by Statistics Canada
did not necessarily lead to the conclusion that there were 13,175 indi-
viduals who identified themselves as Jews. Rather, the only conclusion
that was fair to draw was that there were 13,175 individuals who
claimed that they had at least some Jewish ancestry. (Since multiple
responses were acceptable, it is possible that one could claim part
Jewish ancestry without actually identifying as a Jew in any other
respect.)

The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg, however, now says that there are
more than 15,000 Jews here, and that the figure is expected to rise
over the next few years as immigration continues to grow our popula-
tion. Yet, in conversations with the individuals at the Federation who
are mainly responsible for monitoring population trends, they admit
that their figures are somewhat loosely derived.

Whatever the correct figure – there is no doubt that our community
has been undergoing a radical transformation in recent years. The
“Grow Winnipeg” initiative of the Jewish Federation has clearly paid
off in increasing numbers of individuals who identify themselves as
Jews to one degree or another, but numbers in and of themselves don’t
tell us much about who we are.

For years the Jewish population here had been tending to skew to an
older demographic, much more so than the general population, but
typical of Western European ethnic groups, such as Anglo-Saxons,
Germans, French, and Scandinavians, all of whom have formed large
components of Mantioba’s population.

With the recent influx here of thousands of newcomers from Israel,
many of whom had immigrated there from Russia, there are new
trends emerging. The children of these immigrants tend to perform
much better scholastically than other Jewish children, yet the majori-

ty of newcomers
choose not to enrol
their children in either
the Gray Academy or
one of the two
Hebrew bilingual pro-
grams. Anecdotally,
the reason given most
often is that their chil-
dren already speak
Hebrew, so the par-
ents want the children
to be immersed in an
English environment
as much as possible.

Clearly, this has
long-term implica-
tions for the future of
the Jewish community
here.  While the
Jewish Federation is
taking a very pro-
active position in
terms of attempting to
integrate the large
numbers of Israeli-
Russian immigrants
into the larger Jewish
community, again the
anecdotal impression
seems to be that many
of the immigrants find
the longstanding
members of the com-

munity not to be all
that welcoming in
their attitude.

Speaking from
personal experi-
ence, it is my
impression that
when the wave of
immigrants from
South America
arrived here in the
1990’s, primarily
from Argentina, they
were more inclined
to integrate into the
larger Jewish com-
munity. The fact that
they came from a
highly cosmopolitan
background no
doubt had much to
do with their easier
transition, but it was
definitely easier to
interest South American immigrants in reading this paper, for instance,
than it has been the more recent immigrants.

(This is one of the reasons that copies of The Jewish Post & News
have been made available free of charge at the Asper Campus for the
past two years. We find that they are snapped up, including by recent
émigrés and, even if that doesn’t translate directly into new subscrip-
tions, it can serve as another tool for integrating new members into the
community.)

But, there has been another radical demographic shift in our Jewish
population here – one that is paralleling a trend in the larger commu-
nity, and that is the move of seniors from single family dwellings into
multiple unit dwellings. Since seniors form a disproportionately large
segment of the Jewish population here (as they do in most other North
American cities with large Jewish populations), any largescale
changes in the  behaviour of that group have greater ramifications for
the larger Jewish community than would, say, the 30-45-age group,
which is proportionately much smaller.

In recent years we have seen a burgeoning of seniors’ complexes,
especially in the south end, that offer some sort of assistance, such as
meals. The trend toward building fairly luxurious retirement homes
that offer a degree of assistance is not necessarily new, but it is evident
that there is a growing demand for this type of accommodation. 

We saw The Wellington built years ago on Grant. But in the past few
years, however, we’ve seen the construction of several large facilities,
including The Portsmouth, Shaftesury Park Retirement Residence, and
Boulton Retirement Community in the south end, along with Amber
Meadows in the north end, that certainly offer a style of living that
leaves little to be desired.

In addition, there are other facilities that offer more complete assis-
tance, such as The Waverley and Thorvaldson Retirement Home, as
well, of course, as the Simkin Centre.

Moreover, there has been a concomitant move by seniors into con-
dominiums – again, primarily either in the south end or on Wellington
Crescent. 

It is these two trends: The influx of large numbers of Israelis with
Russian roots and the move by seniors into multiple unit residences,
that so clearly distinguishes the past decade from any other. In com-
ing issues we will be examining these two trends in greater detail.
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Article about return to English home brought back memories
I don’t usually write to newspapers but after reading “Ma Tovu” (in

the Sept. 8 New Year issue) I wanted to express how much I enjoyed
it.

The writer must be a similar age to me as it brought back my own
memories of the synagogue I use to go to as a child in Detroit, that
now due to changes in the neighborhood, no longer exists. 

Her memories of family, community and synagogue are quite
touching especially in these days when families are often far apart
or no longer with us.

Rivkah Horowitz

Short Takes

By

BERNIE BELLAN

LETTER
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By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Heading into a peri-

od of intense diplomatic activity, Israel and the
pro-Israel community are taking what may
appear to be an atypical wait-and-see
approach.

That sentiment and the Jewish holidays
explain the relatively muted tone.

This week, Israeli and Palestinian negotiators
met in the Egyptian resort town of Sharm el-
Sheik for their second round of direct talks.
Next week, Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad is scheduled to deliver his annu-
al address to the U.N. General Assembly - his

first since the international community launched a major intensification of
sanctions aimed at getting Iran to make its nuclear program more transpar-
ent.

Also next week, two separate U.N. inquiries into Israel’s deadly May 31
raid on a Gaza-bound flotilla of ships are likely to be released.

Such a confluence of events, with its potential for anti-Israel invective, nor-
mally would invite a vigorous “best defense is an offense” approach from
the pro-Israel community. Instead, organizations appear to be hanging back.

The reason, insiders say, is that Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu sees
the stakes as too high for nasty back-and-forths between Israel and its oppo-
nents to get in the way. Netanyhahu is genuinely invested in the peace
process and does not want to hand Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas an excuse to bolt.

Netanyahu also wants the Obama administration to have room to maneu-
ver as the prospect of a nuclear Iran looms larger.

“The Israelis are saying this is real - Netanyahu wants to talk to Abbas one
on one, and they will either move this ball forward or they won’t,” said
William Daroff, the Washington director of the Jewish Federations of North
America, who has been in close contact with Israeli officials.

Netanyahu’s seriousness is underscored by what appears to be a shift on
extending the partial settlement freeze he imposed 10 months ago. Abbas
has threatened to quit the talks if the freeze is not extended past its Sept. 26
deadline, and last Friday President Obama said he also wanted it extended.

The Israeli leader, who until this week had refused an extension, suggest-
ed to his Cabinet on Sunday that there may be room for compromise.

“Between zero and one there are a lot of possibilities,” Haaretz quoted
Netanyahu as saying.

Key to Netanyahu’s calculations is the improved relationship he has with
Obama, a critical element in selling concessions to the Israeli public. At a
news conference last Friday, Obama praised Netanyahu’s freeze.

“The irony is that when Prime Minister Netanyahu put the moratorium in
place, the Palestinians were very skeptical,” Obama said. “They said this
doesn’t do anything. And it turns out, to Prime Minister Netanyahu’s credit
and to the Israeli government’s credit, the settlement moratorium has actu-
ally been significant. It has significantly reduced settlement construction in
the region. And that’s why now the Palestinians say, you know what, even
though we weren’t that keen on it at first or we thought it was just window
dressing, it turns out that this is important to us.”

Another calculus for the Netanyahu government in its wait-and-see plan
is the Obama administration’s success in drumming up Iran sanctions. Most
recently, Japan and South Korea expanded sanctions over China’s objec-
tions, joining the European Union, the United States, Canada, Australia and

Norway in targeting the Islamic Republic’s energy and banking sectors.
Even Russia is reported to have effectively “forgotten” to deliver its

promised S-300 air defense system to Iran, which would considerably boost
Iran’s ability to repel a strike against its nuclear arms centers should they
become active.

U.S. and Israeli intelligence agencies agree that Iran is feeling the squeeze,
Israeli officials have said, leading Israel to defer to the Obama administra-
tion - for now.

“We’ve seen that the sanctions have taken a bite,” Michael Oren, Israel’s
U.S. ambassador, told JTA. “But they have not yet in any way stopped
enriching uranium or pressing on with their nuclear program. So that’s going
to be the true test. Six or nine months down the road, we’re going to have
to reassess and see where the sanctions are going.”

Ahmadinejad’s planned appearance at the General Assembly next week
usually would spur the major Jewish organizations to organize a major
protest rally to underscore his isolation. But with the Sukkot holiday coin-
ciding with this year’s General Assembly, the protest has been scaled down
to a Central Park rally organized by StandWithUs, a student-driven pro-Israel
group.

The Conference of Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations is
urging nations to walk out when Ahmadinejad speaks.

“We call upon all member states that uphold democracy and human
rights to manifest their rejection and disapproval of President Ahmadinejad’s
incitement, bigotry, and Holocaust denial by walking out of the General
Assembly during his speech,” the organization said in a statement.

Local Jewish groups are planning sustained activism on Iran, said Josh
Protas, the Washington director of the Jewish Council for Public Affairs, the
umbrella body for Jewish community relations councils.

“Several communities are planning days of action to raise community
awareness about Ahmadinejad, the United Nations, the continued threat,”
he said.

JCRCs are asking members to press lawmakers to keep Iran on the agen-
da, on the federal level and state level, where divestment initiatives are flour-
ishing, Protas said.

“There’s a recognition that the sanctions don’t end the situation,” he said.
The collective decision by Israel and Jewish groups to lay low on the duel-

ing reports on the flotilla raid is seen as a test of U.N. Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon, who has tried to moderate the U.N. probes of the raid.

Israel was condemned harshly after its commandos killed nine Turks when
violence broke out on one of the ships during Israel’s operation to stop the
flotilla from breaking the maritime blockade of the Gaza Strip. Israel’s
defenders say the commandos came under attack and were defending
themselves; critics say Israel used excessive force.

Pro-Israel officials expect the investigation of the incident by the U.N.
Human Rights Council to be biased; the council condemns Israel more
than any other nation. The other investigatory commission, however,
which Ban appointed and is headed by Geoffrey Palmer, a former New
Zealand prime minister, is seen as fair. Netanyahu cooperated with that
commission.

The question, said Daniel Mariaschin, the executive vice president of
B’nai B’rith International, is whether Ban will be able to maneuver his
commission’s report into being the one adopted and advanced by other
U.N. bodies, including the General Assembly, rather than the U.N.
Human Rights Council report.

“This is a test for the U.N. and for Ban’s leadership,” Mariaschin said.
“Will it be fair?” 

In the Sept. 8th article by Ron Kampeas, “Netanyahu, Abbas each
give a little in talks”, Secretary of State Hillary Clinton states “We are
convinced that if you move forward in good faith and do not waver
on behalf of your people, we can resolve all of the core issues with-
in one year.” It is an unrealistic objective. Reality is far removed
from wishful thinking. Facts on the ground determine the risks that
Israel can take.

It took 20 months to persuade the Palestinian leadership of the
West Bank to come to Washington to start face-to-face negotiations
with Israel. Given such a short timetable to resolve the core issues
- the fate of Jerusalem, the Palestinian-Israeli borders, and the ques-
tion of Palestinian refugees - it sounds more like an ultimatum than
a negotiation.

In reality, Abbas can only speak on behalf of the West Bank, and
has recently stated that he would never recognize Israel as a Jewish
state. Hamas, in charge of Gaza, does not recognize Israel in any
form and refuses to participate. To prove their point, just before the

talks began in Washington, they launched missiles into Israeli territo-
ry and ambushed a car, killing four people and leaving six orphans.

Forced peace is signed with invisible ink on paper that disinte-
grates. So will the peace; it will unravel. Within the last two decades
Israel has signed onto four consecutive peace plans: Tenet, Zinni,
Mitchell, and Roadmap. They all led to disaster with many Israeli
civilians losing their lives to suicide bombers. Some of the current
Palestinian negotiators had missed a golden opportunity at Camp
David in 2000 when Prime Minister Ehud Barak, under the watchful
eye of President Bill Clinton, offered 90-95 percent of what Arafat
asked. At that time Israel felt more secure and was more forthcom-
ing to the Palestinians. There was no Hamas nor a threatening Iran
who wants to wipe Israel off the map.

What is the solution for peace? A strong, united Israel - until a
Palestinian leader like Anwar Sadat, former president of Egypt, steps
forward and puts his people ahead of his own self-interest and glory.

Saul Alpern

NEWS ANALYSIS

Facing confluence of diplomatic events, Israel taking wait-and-see stance 

Current peace process is “wishful thinking”

LETTER



For Dr. Sid Nelko,
variety has always
been the spice of life.
During his more than
50 years in practice,
he has been a family
physician, medical
examiner (for the
Provincial Coroner’
Office), military doc-

tor and much more.
“And I’ve enjoyed every minute of it,” says

the lifelong North End resident.
Nelko grew up one of four siblings on

Burrows Avenue and enjoyed renewing old
acquaintances at the recent St. John’s High
School Reunion (he was in the class of ’49).

He graduated from the University of
Manitoba’s Faculty of Medicine in 1957.

Following graduation, he interned at the St.
Boniface Hospital and then relocated tem-
porarily to Philadelphia to do a residency in
Family Practice.

Nelko returned to Winnipeg in 1959 and,
shortly thereafter, he opened a family prac-
tice at Hartford and Main behind Hartford
Drugs. “I was getting some walk-in patients,”
he recalls, “but I wasn’t that busy. So I
thought I would try some other areas as well.”

In the 1950s, while he was attending uni-
versity, he had joined the Canadian Armed
Forces as a member of the militia (Military
Corp),” he recounts. “I trained at Camps
Borden and Barrie in Ontario, performing
military duties as well as regular medical
duties. I graduated as a lieutenant.”

Looking around in the early 1960s for some
way to gainfully fill in some of his down time,
Nelko went back to the military as part of the
Winnipeg Militia. Now a captain, Nelko
spent time at both the McGregor and Minto
Armories, and eventually was promoted to
the rank of major in the Royal Canadian
Armed Medical Corp Militia.

“Working in the military was interesting,”
Nelko says. “It was a little different than
working in an office. There was more variety
in the cases I was seeing.”

But the military was just the beginning of
Sid Nelko’s medical journey. He also began
working for the City of Winnipeg’s Health
Department, where his duties included giving
firefighters, police officers, and Winnipeg
Hydro field staff regular physical check-ups.

He also worked for the federal government
as an immigration and medical officer. That
involved Nelko going to the airport regularly
to the airport to greet new arrivals from over-
seas and verify that their immunization and
smallpox papers were intact.

Throughout, he continued to operate a
practice as a family physician. In the early
1970s, he joined a group of professionals –
providing medical, legal and engineering ser-
vices - at the newly-opened Garden City
Shopping Centre.

“While at the shopping centre, I was one of
a number of doctors in this area who felt that

there was a need for
a north end hospi-
tal,” Nelko recalls.
“In 1980, we began
lobbying for what
became the Seven
Oaks Hospital. We
were closely
involved in design-
ing the layout for the
hospital.”

Nelko has great
praise for the
Wellness Institute

that is attached to the hospital. “The Wellness
Institute is one of the top exercise and reha-
bilitation facilities in North America,” he says
with pride. 

In 1987, Nelko joined the Workers
Compensation Board as a medical advisor
and examiner, a position he held for seven
years.

He has been a provincial medical examiner
for the past 25 years. “I still go in for one week
every couple of months,” he says. “I used to
have to go to the crime scene and examine
the stab wounds or gunshot wounds. Now the
nurses do that part of the work.”

Although now well into his 70s, Nelko con-
tinues to work not only for the Provincial
Medical Examiner but also part time – two
days a week – for Quality Underwriting
Services doing medical exams for potential
life insurance clients – a service that he has
been providing for close to 20 years.

He also works a couple of days a week at a
walk-in clinic.

Nelko notes that he has seen major changes
in the practice of medicine during his long
career. The most significant change that he
has noticed, he says, is the decline in solo
practitioners. 

“It is almost unheard of for a doctor today
to establish a solo practice in an urban set-
ting,” he says. “First of all, there is all the
additional paperwork. Also, most of today’s
physicians want to be able to enjoy a family
life. It is very difficult to establish a call-in
system for someone to cover for you if you
want to take time off.

In rural areas, the situation is even harder
because you may be the only physician with-
in a 100-mile radius.” 

Next year, Sid Nelko will be recording
another milestone in his life. He and his wife,
the former Gwen Flackman, will be celebrat-
ing their 50th wedding anniversary. Sid and
Gwen will be joined in celebrating their
anniversary by their son, Trevor (who lives in
Minneapolis) and their daughter, Marni (who
lives in Vancouver) and their families.
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Lower Level, Tuxedo Shopping Centre
20-2025 Corydon Ave.

No corkage charge
Include everything you need for an Awesome Event

• Licensed up to 150 people
• 3,400 sq. ft. floating hardwood dance floor
• Great for weddings, anniversaries, Bar/Bat Mitzvahs,

holiday parties, corporate events.
• Customized menu selection. Packages available.

Basically one call does it all!

667-0990
www.patriciasbanquethall.com
www.patriciasdancestudio.ca

patriciasballroom@hotmail.com

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

Professional Health Care Aide
Honest, Reliable & Trustworthy

• 11 years working experience in home for the aged
• Former ambulance attendant 
• Former Medic in the United States Army
• Available October 1, 2010 to work 8 – 12 hour shifts,

5 days per week. To provide in-home care in Winnipeg
• Owns vehicle: able to provide outings 
• Personal references available. Call 219-4499

Myron Love

Sid Nelko looks back on more the 50 years as a doctor
OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

DR SID NELKO: During his more than 50
years in practice, he has been a family physi-
cian, medical examiner, military doctor and
much more.



What does Yom
Kippur, our Day of
Atonement that is the
holiest of days in the
year for Jews through-
out the world, have to
do with the
omnipresent world of
sports? Well, the
latter passion of so

many who spend perhaps an inordinate num-
ber of precious hours with a death grip on their
TV remotes, and pore over local sports pages
and numerous other publications on the
Internet are doubtless aware that the aforemen-
tioned widespread interest in the games that
people play is simply a slice of life.

The Edmonton Eskimos of the CFL, as many of
you know, are not faring well this season, hav-
ing won but two games in 10 starts. The team is
almost in total disarray after having already fired
their previous general manager, Danny
Maciocia, and decided on the 15th of
September to hire the talented, but once dis-
graced former GM of the Saskatchewan
Roughriders, Eric Tillman, who was instrumen-
tal in managing teams that won Grey Cups in
1994, 1997, and 2007. This despite receiving a
substantial number of phone calls from fans
opposed to hiring Eric. The latter, by the way, is
not to my knowledge of the Jewish faith, but that
is not the point. 

If you are but a casual sports fan allow me to
offer a short thumbnail sketch as to why I
described Tillman, 52, as having been previous-
ly disgraced. In the summer of 2008 Eric plead-
ed guilty to a summary charge of sexually
assaulting his 16-year-old babysitter.

In time he received an absolute discharge and
as a result does not carry the heavy burden of
being officially labeled a criminal.

The stigma, however, that the talented GM
will have to carry with him will last a lifetime;
not to mention the pain and suffering his wife
and children endured. It must have been
unbearable, even though Eric, born in Jackson,
Mississippi, was described by his defence as
being impaired at the time of the incident,
caused by both his medication and drunken-
ness. The Saskatchewan courts felt that the ratio-
nale offered was somewhat palpable but
Tillman’s eventual sentence was thought by
many to be far too lenient.

That, of course, does not factor in the charac-
ter assassination he suffered, loneliness, loss of
respect by the community, damage to his ego
and sundry other intangibles which can wreak
havoc with one’s well being. 

Prior to his trial date Tillman was placed on
paid administrative leave shortly after his guilty
plea was entered, and he lived at home in
Regina under virtual house arrest. 

Needless to say, when Tillman was introduced
at a press conference by the floundering
Eskimos as their potential franchise savior who
would lead them to better times on the gridiron,
there were more than a few detractors in
Edmonton who cast moral judgment upon team
ownership, whom they felt had more than trans-
gressed by hiring such a person to right the ship. 

Players, of course, are often given far more lat-
itude when they unwisely become involved in
buying or selling drugs, paternity suits, sexual
assaults of wives and girlfriends, driving under
the influence and causing severe injury or dam-
age. 

The jocks who are granted the most leeway,
naturally, are the stars who are difference-mak-
ers on the gridiron, ice, basketball courts and
diamonds. The running back who rushes for
more than a thousand yards in a season, the

high scoring centre who pots fifty goals, the
player who hits the long ball and sports a .300
average and the hoopster who averages more
than 20 points a game will not be put under the
microscope as readily as say a GM or coach. 

When I heard that Tillman, who has also held
GM positions with the Lions,
Argonauts, and the now defunct
Ottawa Renegades, was being hired yet
again by another CFL team, my gut
reaction was that I was happy for his
having gained the opportunity to
attempt to restore everything that he
had lost. 

I felt compassion because, from all
reports, he is apparently a fine and
decent individual who had gone astray,
and when the time came to fess up, he
pleaded guilty instead of the common-
place denials one often hears in similar
circumstances. He came clean, apolo-
gized sincerely and profusely and want-
ed to save the young victim the further
agony of having to testify in court. 

It struck me as timely that the press
conference announcement came
between Rosh Hashanah and Yom
Kippur, and it immediately gave me
pause to reflect and motivated me to
learn in depth more about the Yiddish
point of view- especially at this time of
year - regarding the Biblical concept of
Divine Forgiveness. 

Interestingly, Tillman, for the most
part, demonstrated almost to a tee the
true qualities and standards of one who
has sinned and wanted to repent.

It is written that on Yom Kippur “it is
not enough to hope and pray for pardon
but one must humble himself, acknowl-
edge his wrong and
resolve to depart from
sin.

“Contrition must be
followed by outward
acts; remorse must be
translated into deeds.
The rabbinical doc-
trine of “teshuvah”
(repentance) implies
that man has been
endowed by God
with the power of
turning. He can turn
from evil to the good
and the very act of
turning will activate
God’s response and
lead to forgiveness.” 

It is also instructive
that “the inflictor of
the damage must
seek the forgiveness
of the injured party

for the suffering caused.” It is also worth noting
that the victim and her family of their own
accord publicly forgave Tillman for the grievous
harm he had caused them. 

The latter act by the family was also a rare act
of genuine decency in that it is also written:
“Not only must he who sins against his fellow
seek forgiveness from him, but the one sinned
against is duty bound to forgive. The Talmud
states “Man should be pliant as a reed; not hard
like the cedar in granting forgiveness.”

Many who follow sports will probably never
forgive Eric for what he did, but he does deserve
a second chance in life. Not only for himself but
to help make life more livable for his wife
Francine, and their two daughters. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hockey
for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news
about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen, 360
Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-
mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Harvey Rosen

Shalom Residences Inc.
3rd Annual Fundraising Cabaret

SAVE THIS DATE

November 27, 2010

8:00 p.m.

Shaarey Zedek Synagogue

561 Wellington Cres.

Featuring a Cash Bar, Silent Auction

& Live Performances from

• The Klezmer Brothers

• The Solutions

For further information please contact:

Shalom Residences Inc.

100-1010 Sinclair St.

Winnipeg, MB

R2V 3H7

Ph: 582-7064

Email: shalom@mts.net

The Talmud offers sage advice appropriate to this sad story
THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

ERIC TILLMAN: Convicted of sexually
assaulting his 16-year-old babysitter. Does
he deserve a second chance?



This week I had decided to write a
column called “Nostalgia – it ain’t
what it used to be”. However, after I
sat down at my computer and began
to think of things I missed, I changed
my mind.

Surprisingly (at least to me), almost
every fond memory of happier times
seemed to be connected with food or
eating. The word “nostalgia” literally

means, a hunger for things past. So let me instead take you
(and a bottle of TUMS) on a walk down memory lane on a
journey that I like to call, “Jill’s Heart-Warming History of
Heartburn”.

A Trip to Fairyland
When we were kids, each Sunday we would visit our nanny (that’s

“baba” to you Winnipeggers), a pretty stultifying experience, since my
grandma spoke no English and we were discouraged from learning
Yiddish. My brother and I would sit in the kitchen/living room of that
small Bronx apartment and watch T.V. while my dad visited with his
mom.

My father (always a very smart man) preceded each trip to Nanny’s
with a stop at Fairyland, an ersatz amusement park conveniently locat-
ed in our neighborhood. With its basic outdoor rides (a roller coaster,
carousel, fun house), indoor arcade with games of skill and chance

and yummy snack
bar, it was the ideal
“sweetener” for two
kids. At Fairyland, I
became a rifle sharp-
shooter and a Skee
Ball ace who won
“fabulous “prizes,
like a painted plaster
parrot (try saying that
fast ten times), which
I presented to Nanny.
I also took my first
“photo booth” shots
there and sang
“Somewhere Over
The Rainbow” at the
“ C u t - a - R e c o r d ”
booth. 

After frolicking in
Fairyland, we would

head over to its snack bar. I’d have a greasy hamburger or hot
dog, onion rings, fries, a Coke, and topped it all off
with cotton candy or an ice cream cone. With such
a diet, was it any wonder that I looked like a poster
girl for the chubby children’s clothing section at
Macy’s?

School Days – Food Craze
And I get a warm fuzzy feeling when I think of the

wonderful after-school camaraderie, which in my
neighborhood, always included food. 

In elementary school, the final bell of the day sig-
nalled our gang’s trip to Stein’s, an old New York-
style candy store. With its vast selection of penny

candy and its welcoming marble soda bar, Stein’s was
the perfect place to unwind , although grumpy Mr. Stein did not

take kindly to us nursing our egg creams (a drink which consisted of
two shots of chocolate syrup, a “blop” of milk, and a hefty spritz of
seltzer). By grade six, we had switched allegiances from Stein’s to
Knish Nosh. This establishment offered (and still does) flaky, hot knish-
es filled with your choice of kasha, liver or potato, served up in waxed
paper (perfect for eating out of hand).

It was about that time that America discovered pizza and, as luck
would have it, a tiny pizza parlor opened up across the street from my
apartment building. Most afternoons, “the girls” would sit at this
shop’s lone table, eating, drinking, and laughing so hard that soda
would spurt out of our noses (a pretty cool move when you’re a kid). 

The Triangle Coffee Shop was the setting for meaningful conversa-
tions, budding and broken romances, and just chewing the fat (and a
giant chopped liver sandwich on rye) with friends during high school.
Friday nights we all “hung out” on the street, seeing and being seen,
then heading into the ice cream parlor for a late night sundae and gab
fest.

Summer and Sausage
Well….not really sausage. It was more like plum tarts and filet

mignon, since the chefs from Florida’s Eden Roc Hotel ran the kitchen
at my childhood summer camp. Playing sports, singing songs around
a camp fire, and making new “ friends for life” are happy memories
intertwined with delicious dinners and the taste of toasted marshmal-
lows.

I could go on, but column space and a sudden craving for a knish do
not permit me to con-
tinue this nostalgic
journey into the past.
What is it about food
and nostalgia any-
way? Stay tuned…
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Jill Brandes
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Drop-Off 
and Pick-Up

in the
Building

BRING

Bathing Suit
and

Towel

Registration must be done in advance by Wednesday, Sept. 29
477-7510 •  www.radyjcc.com  •  Payment will not be taken at the door

For further information contact Laura Marjovsky at 477-7539 lmarjovsky@radyjcc.com

Teens
Tweens

StrictlyTeens
Tweensand

StrictlyStrictly

Saturday
October 2,2010
Rady Jewish Community Centre

Grades 5 & 6
6:30 – 9:00 pm
$8 m / $10 nm

Dance
Party

NEXT 
program

November 

27

Supported by

Nachmanifest
A Winnipeg festival of arts, culture and

spirituality  s beginning in less than a week. 

On Saturday evening September 25th,
everyone is invited to a free festive meal
with singing and storytelling (details at
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~lewis2/seu-
dah.htm). 

Sunday afternoon, September 26th,
there’s a visual art workshop with story-
telling. Ruth Livingston, the facilitator, is a
skilled teacher and an artist. No art experi-
ence is required. Please see
http://home.cc.umanitoba.ca/~lewis2/work
shop.htm for details and admission
options.

These events are part of Nachmanifest!, a
celebration of the spirit and wisdom of one
of the great Jewish mystics and masters of
song and storytelling, Rebbe Nachman of
Breslov, who passed away exactly 200
years ago. Rooted in Jewish spiritual tradi-
tion, this is a cultural festival for everyone.

Please see http://www.nachmanifest.ca/
for all details, or call 474-8696.

In addition to these two highlights, Prof.
Justin Jaron Lewis will be sharing some
teachings of Rebbe Nachman at Chavurat
Tefilah on Sunday morning the 26th after
morning davening. This is mentioned on
the Nachmanifest website along with the
art workshop.

You’re going to be hungry after reading this
ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES



Google to purchase a second Israeli start-up
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Google reportedly will acquire a second Israeli start-up company. 
The Israeli business daily Globes reported Monday that Google is paying “several million

dollars” to purchase Quiksee, also known as MentorWave Technologies. Other reports put the
purchase price at $10 million, though neither Google nor Quiksee has responded to the
reports. 

The company’s software reportedly enhanced Google’s Street View feature by turning the
video clip of a location uploaded to Google Maps into a virtual tour and an interactive expe-
rience, according to Globes. 

The Or Yehuda-based Quiksee was founded in 2002. 
Google bought the Israeli start-up LabPixies in April for about $25 million. 

Israel PR website premieres in English
JERUSALEM (JTA) - A website in English designed to help Israel in

the realm of public diplomacy went online. 
The site, set up by the Israeli government’s Public Diplomacy and

Diaspora Affairs Ministry, provides public relations material related to
current events and Israeli achievements designed to help put a posi-
tive spin on issues related to the Jewish state. 

A Hebrew version of the site went online in February. It also is avail-
able in Russian. 

A booklet of information for Israelis traveling abroad and for visitors
to Israel who are returning home is available in English and Russian
along with Hebrew.
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Israel news

162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

416.966.1100
1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

Meet The Romspen Fund’s Largest Investor

The Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund manages over $500 million 

in short-term Canadian commercial mortgages and Sheldon Esbin has

always been its largest investor. Even though he is president of 

Romspen Investment Corporation, Shelly has paid $10 per unit just 

like the 2000 other investors.

Of course Shelly’s family, friends, partners and co-workers are also

investors. Why? For many good reasons, like solid returns month after

month, year after year.

You’ve heard of the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund. Isn’t it time 

you found out more? Call us toll free to receive an information package 

or visit our website at www.romspen.com.

Quality

1842 Grant Ave    489-6310

CATERING   FREE DELIVERY
PREMIUM DELI PRODUCTS

LUNCH COUNTER

Congregation Shir Tikvah Supports
Jewish Foster Care Program

Congregation Shir Tikvah presented the Jewish Child and Family
Service with a generous contribution to support their Foster Care
program. Agency Director EMILY SHANE (centre) received the dona-
tion from SHARON BRONSTONE, Shir Tikvah President (left) and
HINDA RITTER (right).
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Irwin Lipnowski

Temple Shalom  
Is please to announce 

A new and segregated Jewish Cemetery 
Alternative as well as Traditional Jewish burial at

Bet Chaim…Mikdash Shalom
On the property of

Chapel Lawn Funeral Home
Proud to Serve in Your Community

4000 Portage Avenue
www.chapellawn.mb.ca

For information call  
453-1625 Temple Shalom

982-8108 Terri Hlady  Chapel Lawn

TEMPLE SHALOM - A NEW YEAR BEGINS!
Temple Shalom welcomes back Rabbi Karen Soria! Rabbi Karen’s rich and varied rab-

binical experience has us looking forward to a spiritually enriched year. Temple Shalom
also welcomes back Cantor Len Udow who adds to much to the music at our Shabbat
Services and Life Cycle events. 

Temple Shalom welcomes back Jennifer Curtis-Lane to the Religious School. Jennifer
will be teaching the 8 to 10 year olds while the  5 to 7s will be taught by returning
teacher, Catherine Emanuel. Both teachers have been working hard in planning a great
upcoming year!  As well, Rabbi Karen Soria  and Cantor Len Udow  will round out our
school both liturgically and musically.  Our goal is to give our children keys and chal-
lenge them to open the many doors that Judaism offers them.  Your children will love to
be a part of this vibrant group. Classes are Sun. 9:45 am to 12:15 pm. Children’s Hebrew
School is Wed. 4:30 to 6:00 pm. Please feel free to come and have your child try a class!
Please call the temple at 453-1625 The following is a list of events:

Fri. Sept. 24   6:00 pm  Sukkot Pot Luck Supper–please call for details
7:00 pm  Sukkot Service lay led by Judith Huebner with Cantor Len

Sat. Sept 25  7:30 pm  Grant/Wilton Coffee House presents Rollin Penner & the
Travelin' Medicine show. Tickets $10. Please call Phil at 488-0207

Sun. Sept 26 1-4 pm   Nachmanifest workshop: Sun. Sept. 26 from 1:00 to 4:00 PM.
It will be a storytelling and art workshop for adults, creating a mixed media/watercolour
painting based on the imagery of the story. No previous experience with painting is nec-
essary. There is a $15 supplies fee for Temple members and $20 
for non members. Facilitators are Justin Jaron Lewis and Ruth Livingston.

Fri Oct 1 7:30 pm  Shabbat Service - Simchat Torah led by R. Karen Soria. 
Sat Oct 2 10:00 am  Tot Shabbat Service - led by R. Karen Soria. All children & grand-

children welcome!
10:30 am  Torah Shabbat Service led by R. Karen Soria

Wed Oct 6 1:30 pm  Health and Well-Being “What You Need to Know When You
Really Gotta Go" presented by Fran Rosenberg, RN,BN  Incontinence Program. Entrance
is free. 

Fri Oct 8 7:30 pm  Shabbat Service – Lay led with Cantor Len Udow
Fri Oct 15 8:00 pm  Shabbat Service lay led with Cantor Len Udow & the Fri. Night

Live Band (Cantor Len: vocals/guitar; Janet Pelletier-Goetze: vocals/keyboard; David
Pelletier: drums; John Gosselin: bass

Fri Oct 22 7:30 pm Shabbat Service - Led by R. Karen Soria with Cantor Len
Udow
ADULT COURSES:

Conversion Classes - Call the Temple for the next meeting date.
B’nai/B’not Mitzvah Classes –Call the Temple for the next meeting date.
Crash Course Read Hebrew –Level 1 mid-October @ Herzlia; Jan. 10 @ Temple

Shalom
Rosh Chodesh for Women – First Gathering: Sun. Oct. 3, 7:00 pm. Email Sherry at:

templeroshhodesh@gmail.com
Watercolour for Absolute Beginners–Thursdays, 4-6 pm & 7-9 pm. Sundays if there is

interest. Email Ruth at ruth.livingston.studio@gmail.com

Rosh Hodesh It's a Girl's Thing (for grade 7 & 7 girls) A values-based, non-denomi-
national, Jewish program that strengthens self-esteem & Jewish identity in adolescent
firls. Through discussion, arts & drama, the girls integrate core Jewish values while focus-
ing on things they care about - such as body image, friendship, competition, stress and
family.

Temple Shalom Members & Students of Gray Academy: $150. Non-Members: $200.
A 10 month program, Sept. to June. Facilitator: Sherry Wolfe-Elazar. 

First Gathering: Sunday, Sept. 26, 7 to 9 pm
For more information and to register contact: templeroshhodesh@gmail.com or

phone the office at 453-1625.

Sometimes It Pays to be Nice
A crisis of confidence has befallen the eco-

nomics profession in recent years.
Economists have been shocked to discover
that they may well have been miseducating
their students. 

Students studying economics and business
have been taught that if they wish to succeed
financially, they should play hardball.
Students in other disciplines were not sub-

jected to such training and, as a result, they allowed their sense of fair-
ness to play a paramount role. To the great surprise of many econo-
mists, in numerous laboratory experiments, the students whom they
schooled did not do nearly as well as students majoring in sociology,
psychology, philosophy and religion.

To illustrate the nature of the miseducation, economics students
were presented with the following scenario. Suppose Adam is offered
$100 to divide between himself and an anonymous person. They will
share the money only if they can agree on its division. 

Adam can send the other party a text message with a final offer
about how the money is to be divided. The other party can accept or
reject Adam’s offer. If the other party accepts, they share $100 accord-
ing to the terms that Adam proposed. If the other party rejects the
offer, both will receive nothing.
This opportunity occurs only
once and the identity of neither
person is revealed to the other.

Students in economics and
business had been taught that if
they were in Adam’s position,
they should offer the other party
much less than $50. In fact, they
should offer $1 (or less), reason-
ing that the other party would be
foolish to reject such an offer.
Although $1 is a very modest
amount of money and the divi-
sion of $99 for Adam and $1 for
the other party is very unfair,
accepting the offer and receiving
$1 must surely be better than
rejecting the offer and receiving nothing. So why should Adam behave
fairly by offering the other party $50 when an offer of $1 would also
be accepted and would allow Adam to enjoy a much higher share? 

Of course, economists did not suggest that Adam should behave in
such a greedy manner because it is morally justified. The argument
provided by economists was the following: “Assuming that the other
party is rational and would rather get something than nothing, and
assuming that Adam’s goal is to end up with as much money as pos-
sible, Adam should offer the other party $1. In fact, if Adam wants to
be the ultimate hardball negotiator, he should offer the other party one
cent. But since one cent is such a trivial sum, there is a risk that the
other party will be indifferent between accepting one cent and end-
ing up with nothing. So offering $1 would be advisable.”

In numerous laboratory experiments, when students in economics
and business were in Adam’s position and could propose the terms for
dividing $100 on a take-it-or-leave-it basis, they invariably offered the
anonymous other party $10 or less. 

The shocking result was that such hardball offers were invariably
rejected, so that both parties received nothing. On the other hand,
when students in other disciplines, who had not been exposed to the
misguided advice of economists, were in a position to offer a division
of the $100, they typically offered close to $50, and their offers were
accepted.

Academic economists were suddenly scrambling to explain why
their students were much less successful in these experiments, despite
– or rather because of – their training in economics. 

A new concept, “inequity aversion,” was introduced in the learned
journals of academic economists – actually in the Harvard University
based Quarterly Journal of Economics - in order to explain the appar-
ently “irrational” behaviour of the anonymous parties who sacrificed
money by rejecting an inequitable offer. It was argued that if some-
one’s “inequity aversion” is strong enough, he or she would be will-
ing to forego a monetary reward if accepting that reward meant
receiving an unfair share.

On the other hand, if the amount at stake were $100,000, instead of
$100, and Adam declares that he is offering the other party $1,000,
while he will get $99,000, would there still be many who would reject
such an offer? Would Adam really have to offer the other party
$50,000 in order to secure an agreement? 

Perhaps economists only got it wrong because the stakes were not
high enough to matter. As an economist once remarked, “It pays to be
nice, but not to be nicer than it pays.”

By

IRWIN LIPNOWSKI

Students studying
economics and business
have been taught that if

they wish to succeed
financially, they should

play hardball. Students in
other disciplines were
not subjected to such

training and as a result,
they allowed their sense

of fairness to play a
paramount role.



Since leaving his
hometown of
Winnipeg in 2002,
38-year-old Jeff Booke
has continued to
make an impact in the
world of athletics.

After working as the
Executive Director of

the Calgary JCC for 81/2 years, Booke is taking
leave of the job to fill the role of COO (Chief
Operating Officer) at the prestigious Talisman
Centre (beginning on Sept. 24).

The centre, formerly known as the Lindsay
Park Sports Centre, is a multi-sports complex. It
had its name changed in March 2002 (after
Talisman Energy). It attracts 1.8 million visitors
annually, is the 2nd largest multi-sports complex
in North America, and the largest sports facility
in Canada.

“Talisman focuses on serious athletes (those
locals committed to sports and wellness...and
high performing athletes like Olympians and
professional athletes),” said Booke. 

Growing up in River Heights, Booke was
always involved in the local Jewish community
(having attended Ramah Hebrew School, BBYO,
B’nai Brith Camp, and participated in programs
at synagogue, the YMHA, and the Rady JCC).
Today, he is married with two children (aged 5
and 9), and is living in Calgary.

He earned his Bachelor of Arts in Physical
Activity and Sports at the University of

Winnipeg, his Bachelor of Recreation at the
University of Manitoba, and his MBA at the
University of Calgary. 

“Winnipeg is a great city,” said Booke. “I still
consider it home. I grew up in a strong, loving
family and was surrounded by great friends,
most of whom I stay connected with. The Jewish
and greater community institutions helped me
develop personally and professionally.

“Calgary is a young, vibrant city with excep-
tional outdoor and family activities. It’s given me
and my family so much, and I want to contribute
to it being a better city.” 

Working at the Calgary JCC was something
Booke said has been an “extremely positive expe-
rience. I worked with a very supportive
board...Over the years, we developed a very
strong and talented team that worked well with
and supported one another. We significantly
increased membership recruitment and retention,
the quality and number of programs, grew
fundraising revenue, and formed high profile part-
nerships that led to increased revenue and greater
awareness of the JCC in the community at large.”

In 2002, when Booke started working at the
Calgary JCC as Executive Director, he was likely
the youngest person in this Jewish community
role in North America, so he was determined to
put his best foot forward. 

He devised and executed a fresh marketing
plan that focused on families, fitness, health, cul-
tural programs, education, and social activities –
making recreation more accessible for all south-
western Calgarians. 

If his role at the JCC weren’t enough, Booke
has also being keeping himself occupied by vol-
unteering up to 25 hours each month for The
United Way, Autism Calgary, and The Alberta
Senior Housing Apartment Complex. 

The Talisman Centre approached Booke after his
having been recommended by two people. He
said, “This was important [to me] as I’ve always
worked hard to not only be recognized as a Jewish
communal service worker but also as a profes-
sional in sports, wellness, and management.”

Of the 187 people who applied for the COO
position from across Canada, Booke was select-
ed for his customer service orientation, business
acumen, and passion and appreciation for
sports.

The way Booke sees it “Managing is rolling up
your sleeves to do the hard work. Leading is a
visionary thing. It’s trying to determine where
you want to go and how you’re going to get
there.” 

The COO role Booke will be taking up
involves strategic planning, financial manage-

ment, staff and contractor management (with a
full-time staff of 100 and a total staff of over
250), operational management, reporting, gov-
ernance, relationship management, and overall
leadership.

Booke said he is looking forward to “new
challenges and being involved with serious ath-
letes and sport competition [at Talisman]. I can’t
wait to be a part of the first international com-
petition that will be happening there, when ath-
letes from around the world will be gathering in
Calgary competing at Talisman – with the diver-
sity of languages, flags, and national pride in
plenty.”

Booke noted he and his family will still be
involved with the Calgary JCC, being Centre
members and participating in various programs. 
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Rebeca Kuropatwa

Support available for Jewish
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged
by alcohol or chemical addiction or their
family members now have help available
within the Jewish community. Supported
by Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated
to: helping develop and sustain recovery
from alcoholism or addiction in a nurtur-
ing and safe environment, promoting
knowledge and understanding of alco-
holism and chemical dependency as it
involves the Jewish community, and act-
ing as a resource to the Jewish communi-
ty to address the effects of alcoholism and
chemical dependency. Weekly support
meetings with a “Jewish twist” assist in
complementing other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact
JACS Winnipeg at the number in the ad
below. Please read the ad for details
about meeting times and locations.

Winnipegger moving up in “Stampede City”

By

REBECA  KUROPATWA

JEFF BOOKE: “Managing is rolling up your
sleeves to do the hard work. Leading is a
visionary thing. It’s trying to determine
where you want to go and how you’re going
to get there.”

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
is pleased to present

ROLLIN PENNER &
THE TRAVELING MEDICINE SHOW

IN CONCERT

SATURDAY SEPT. 25 AT 7:30 PM
Doors open at 7:00 pm, Tickets $10, 

Tel: 488-0207
1077 Grant and Wilton,
in Temple Shalom Hall

across from Grant Park Shopping Centre
(more parking up the ramp west of building)

Come for a casual evening of  exellent music... 
Fun - Set to Music 



It’s a long way from Winnipeg to Toronto,
but perhaps a little longer from Scotia Street
to Russell Hill Road. However, that is exactly
the path that Harvin Pitch has taken, and even
though there were some twists and turns
along the way, in fact it is a straight path
upwards.

Harvin Pitch was born in 1943 to Bill (of
blessed memory} & Sukie Pitch, and he was raised in the north end of
Winnipeg on Scotia Street for almost his entire life prior to his move
out of the city. He was a graduate of the famous St. John’s Tech, and
before that he attended Luxton School- and where have you seen this
movie before? He went to the University of Manitoba and obtained a
B. A. and then a law degree. His life changed upon graduating from
law school as he received a full scholarship to Harvard for an LLM. It
was during that time away that he came to realize there was a world
beyond the boundaries of Portage and Main. It was 1968 and Harvin
was quite willing to stay in the US, but there was the Vietnam War and
he was at risk to be drafted, so he returned to Canada, not to Winnipeg
but to Toronto, despite the protestations of friends and family includ-
ing his own cousin Sidney Schwartz, later Mr. Justice Schwartz.

By this time, Harvin had married Rachel Margolis, daughter of the
late Jack and Vera Margolis. Harvin had offers to teach at B. C. and
Saskatchewan, but he felt Toronto offered more, and so it was that in
1968, the Pitch family of Harvin and Rachel settled there and Harvin
began his legal career with the well known firm of Thompson Rogers.
Except for a short stint in Ottawa, he never left. Although he had start-
ed in the commercial and planning area, he soon became a litigator.
But in 1971, his career came to a halt when he left practice and went
to work in Ottawa for the then Minister of Consumer Relations, Ron
Basford, with the Government of Canada. He was hired to assist in
drafting consumer protection legislation. 

That did not last long as opportunity beckoned to be a part of the first
storefront poverty law office in Toronto for a large Toronto firm. That
experiment went for a year. From that point on, Harvin was with

another firm and even practised as a solo
practitioner for a period. But in about 1983,
Harvin was invited to be part of a small group
of lawyers involved in a massive take over
case. When that was winding down, Harvin
landed with a major litigation firm, Teplitsky
Colson, a place where he is a partner and
where he has honed his skills, and started the
beginning of what has developed into a spe-
cialty: class action law suits. At first, the liti-
gation primarily involved automobile acci-
dent cases, but as the years passed, Harvin
became involved in the Maple Leaf Gardens,
the Hepatitis and the Sunrise explosion class
action law suits, just to name a few of the
more prominent cases.

Actually, Harvin almost had a chance to
show his stuff in his former hometown when
he became the lead counsel in the Crocus
case, a large class action lawsuit in Manitoba
(Interestingly, Bernie Bellan was the repre-
sentative plaintiff in that lawsuit). However,
before he had the opportunity to get into
court, he had to withdraw, owing to a con-
flict of interest with one of the other counsel
on the case with him. He was upset on a few
counts, not the least of which was this was
his moment to come back home and practise
law on familiar turf.

In short, Harvin Pitch, the kid from Scotia
Street, hardened by growing up in Winnipeg’s
north end from where he acknowledges you
had to live by street smarts, has made it big in
an area of law which can only grow. More
and more, there are all sorts of situations that
cry out for relief, but that relief is too expen-
sive for one person or even a few, but for
hundreds of people, a class action law suit is
very worthwhile. 

When that case arrives at the desk of a
lawyer, one of the first persons called is none
other than Harvin Pitch. One of his real
strengths was obvious to me from a short
visit: He has a grasp of public relations and

what that can do for a case in spreading the word that there is dam-
age out there, and to let prospective participants know of the class
action so they can join.

Harvin has also had the great joy of seeing one of his children, his
daughter Katy, become a tax lawyer at a large Toronto law firm. A
result of that is that father and daughter have to be sure there is no
conflict of interest before each signs on to a case. Another daughter,
Leah, is a pediatrician in Toronto, and son Samuel owns and operates
a school in Japan to teach English. Rachel and Harvin now have four
grandchildren and these Pitch descendants now occupy a chunk of
their time.

What is perhaps most telling about Harvin Pitch is his continuing
genuine affection for Winnipeg. He has deep roots here and he feels
the connection very strongly. He still comes in regularly to see his
mother Sukie, also his assorted other relatives. But, it is more than just
family that brings out the depths of his love affair with Winnipeg. It
seems to me that if the kind of legal work that Harvin practices, the
big class action law suits, existed in Winnipeg, he would be back
faster than it takes him to start a class action law suit and that is almost
the next day. The fact is that Harvin Pitch always talks about Winnipeg
unabashedly and is not hesitant to bring it out in conversation, be it
with a stranger or a judge. Nostalgia is certainly a fact of life for him
and he is of course surrounded by lots of ex- Winnipeggers in Toronto.
But, he misses the place for more than bagels. 

Harvin would say Winnipeg has personality in ways that Toronto
lacks- guys have nicknames here and there are so many Winnipeg sto-
ries out there from real Winnipeg characters. He is one guy who
appreciates these guys and their stories, and even though he has been
gone for over 40 years, he is tuned into his past and origins.

But, Harvin does acknowledge there has been one change in him.
This former ardent NDP supporter has moved over the years to the
Liberals and more latterly to the Conservatives. 

Yet, when I met him, he was just the same Harvin Pitch, with that
self- deprecating sense of humour that was part of his persona when
he grew up at 209 Scotia Street so many years ago. He is still very
much a kid from Winnipeg.
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Gerry Posner
Where are they now?

Harvin Pitch: From Scotia to Russell Hill 

By

GERALD S POSNER

HARVIN PITCH 
in 1963

“the kid from Scotia
Street, hardened by
growing up in
Winnipeg’s north
end from where he
acknowledges you
had to live by street
smarts”

“What is perhaps
most telling about
Harvin Pitch is his
continuing genuine
affection for
Winnipeg.”

The Board of Directors of the
Winnipeg Chapter of the Canadian
Friends of Hebrew University is delight-
ed to welcome Faith Kaplan as their new
president. “We look forward to an
active and productive Hebrew University
presence in our community under her
leadership and guidance. We thank Past
President Sheryl Rosenberg for her four
years of dedication and commitment to
the chapter,” the Board stated, in a
release.

Faith brings with her a solid record of
accomplishment, both as a business-
woman and as a long-standing contribu-
tor to a variety of Jewish causes.

A graduate of Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate, Faith holds  B.A.  and B.
Comm. degrees from the University of
Manitoba.

From 1988-2007 she was employed in
a variety of executive positions with MTS
Allstream. In 2007 she was Executive
Director of Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.
Most recently, Faith has been an inde-
pendent marketing consultant.

Within the Jewish community, Faith
has served on: The Board of Jewish
Education; Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba Grants Committee; Rady
Jewish Community Centre Board; and
the Jewish Federaton of Winnipeg
Board. Faith also served as President of
Tziona Chapter, Hadassah Wizo.

FAITH KAPLAN
Faith speaks Hebrew fluently, and is

conversant in French and Yiddish, as
well.

In 1997, Faith received the Max
Nathanson Young Leadership Award
from the Jewish Federation, and in 2007
she received a Shem Tov Award from the
Federation.

Faith says that she is “looking forward
to the opportunity of working with
CFHU National Director Rami
Kleinmann,” with whom Faith has had a
longlasting relationship, “as well as
Sharon Zalik”, Director of the Winnipeg
Chapter.

She adds that, in assuming the role of
President of the Winnipeg Chapter of
CFHU, she looks forward to her “contin-
ued involvement with Hebrew advoca-
cy”.

Winnipeg Chapter of Canadian Friends
of Hebrew University Welcomes 
Faith Kaplan as New President 



The Jagged Years of
Ruthie J.
Ruth Simkin
Ekstatis Editions
Canada Ltd., Victoria,
B.C., 2010, 215 pages

Reviewed by JOSEPH
LEVEN

The Jagged Years of
Ruthie J. tells the true
story of Dr. Ruth
Simkin’s tumultuous
teenage years. It centres
on the two years that
she spent against her
will in the 1960’s at
Chestnut Lodge, a men-
tal hospital for the
wealthy in rural
Maryland. The tale that
she tells is harrowing
and horrible in many
ways, but it does end
happily as Dr. Simkin
overcomes great adver-
sity and goes on to
make a life for herself.

Ruth Simkin was born
in Winnipeg and grew
up here. Much of the
book is set in Winnipeg.
She has used the real
names of members of
her family and her
friends in most cases.
After her years at
Chestnut Lodge she
spent periods of her life
in the United States,
Calgary and the West
Coast. She now is
retired and lives in
Victoria.

If The Jagged Years of
Ruthie J. were not a
memoir, the reader
could be forgiven for
thinking that Chestnut
Lodge was either a fic-
tional institution or if it
was real, then a real
facility from the middle
ages. 

It is that hard to
believe what went on
there less than 50 years
ago! Simkin tells us of
being repeatedly sub-
jected to a procedure
called packing. Wet,
ice-cold sheets are
tightly wrapped around
the limbs and torso of
the patient and she is left to lie shivering for
two hours to reflect on whatever misdeed,
real or imagined, that she was guilty of. 

In Simkin’s case, packing seems to have
precipitated her first attack of a grand mal
epileptic seizure, a condition which
remained with her for many years to come.

Her therapist for her first year at Chestnut
Lodge was the mad Dr. Evanson. Most of the
hours that Simkin spent in Dr. Evanson’s
office were spent in silence with the doctor
sitting at his desk doing paperwork. For
instance:

“Once I tried to say something meaningful.
After getting up my courage for weeks, I
walked into his office, sat down, took a big
gulp and said, ‘Um, um, I think I’m a lesbian.’ 

‘No, you’re not,’ he
answered, without look-
ing up from his papers,
and we never spoke of it
again. The rest of the
fifty-minute hour took
place in silence, except
for the tapping of his
paper piles on the desk.”

Towards the end of the
book we find out that Dr.
Evanson has gone com-
pletely crazy and was
now a patient in the state
mental hospital.

At the heart of the
book though is the
strength of character of
Ruth Simkin. This girl has
done everything. She has
fought fiercely with her
parents, destroyed the
family car, lived with
bootleggers, let herself
be used for sex, stayed
drunk all the time, been
mightily abused by the
mental health system
and yet she has never
given up trying to find
herself. And find herself
she does with the help of
the compassionate Dr.
Brennecke.

Dr. B. is Simkin’s sec-
ond therapist at Chestnut
Lodge. She recognizes
that Simkin has prob-
lems but is not seriously
ill and she sets to work
on helping her to under-
stand herself and to
overcome her problems. 

More than that, she
steps in as Ruth’s protec-
tor in the crazy world of
the hospital and sees her
through some
tough situa-
tions, where
under Dr.
Evanson, she
would have
been thrown
to the wolves.

In a relative-
ly short time
Simkin makes
e n o u g h
progress that
she is dis-
charged from
the hospital
and re-enters

the outside world to resume her
life. Then she goes on to study
medicine and to make a career as
a doctor. As she says at the end of
the book:

“I love medicine and I love being
a doctor, but being a physician
meant one important thing to me
in particular; it meant that now I
had the power. I had the power
and no one, no one, was ever
going to lock me up again.”

On top of all else that she has
accomplished with her life, Dr.
Ruth Simkin can now add having
written a riveting, top-notch mem-
oir.
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Books

UNITED JEWISH PEOPLE’S ORDER
&

WINNIPEG OUTLOOK COMMITTEE

PRESENT:

The Annual Fundraising Luncheon

in Support of Outlook Magazine

Guest Speaker:

JUSTICE MURRAY SINCLAIR

Justice Murray Sinclair, Chair of the Truth and

Reconciliation Commission, will talk about parallels

that can be drawn between those who survived Indian

Residential Schools and those who lived through the
Nazi Holocaust, and the lessons these two groups can

learn from each other. He will discuss the

Commission's work, its impact on aboriginal people in

particular and Canadian society in general.

“What We Can Learn From Each Other”

Sunday, October 17, 2010

Registration: 11:30 Lunch: 12:00 noon

Winnipeg Art Gallery – Brio Restaurant
Luncheon: $25.00

Reservations MUST be made in advance with full payment by
October 10 as there is limited seating

Mark Golden – 779-9044 or 19-828 Preston Ave. R3G 0Z4
Dora Rosenbaum – 338-3448 or 873 Jefferson Ave., R2V 0R1

Justice Murray Sinclair guest
speaker at UJPO event

United Jewish People’s Order (UJPO)
and the Winnipeg Outlook Committee
are honoured to present Justice Murray
Sinclair, Chair of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission, as the guest
speaker for the annual fundraiser in sup-
port of Outlook, Canada’s Progressive
Jewish magazine on October 17, 2010.
Justice Sinclair will discuss parallels that
can be drawn between those who sur-
vived Indian Residential Schools and
those who lived through the Nazi
Holocaust, and the lessons these two
groups can learn from each other. He will
examine the Commission’s work, its
impact on aboriginal people in particular
and Canadian society in general.

The Honourable Justice Murray Sinclair
was appointed Associate Chief Judge of
the Provincial Court of Manitoba in
March of 1988 and to the Court of
Queen’s Bench of Manitoba in January
2001. He was Manitoba’s first Aboriginal
Judge.

Justice Sinclair was called to the
Manitoba Bar in 1980 and practised pri-
marily in the fields of civil and criminal
litigation and Aboriginal law. Shortly after
his appointment as Associate Chief Judge
of the Provincial Court of Manitoba in
1988, Justice Sinclair was appointed Co-
Commissioner, along with Court of
Queen’s Bench Associate Chief Justice A.
C. Hamilton, of Manitoba’s Aboriginal
Justice Inquiry.

He has been awarded a National
Aboriginal Achievement award as well as
Honourary Degrees from the University
of Manitoba, the University of Ottawa,
and St. John’s College (University of
Manitoba). He is an adjunct professor of
Law and an adjunct professor in the
Faculty of Graduate Studies at the
University of Manitoba. 

Former Winnipegger Dr. Ruth Simkin 
recounts her incredible story

“I love medicine and I love
being a doctor, but being a
physician meant one
important thing to me in
particular; it meant that now I
had the power. I had the
power and no one, no one,
was ever going to lock me up
again.”

– Ruth Simkin



By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) - Don’t expect a

familiar American echo now that West Bank
settlers are gearing up to fight the possible
extension of Israel’s settlement freeze.

Activists on the left and right in Israel usu-
ally get their allies in the American Jewish
community to fight for the cause of the day
with congressional lobbying and protests to
Israeli and American officials.

But with Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
sending signals that he might
extend, at least partially, the
West Bank construction freeze he imposed 10
months ago, American Jewish groups support-
ive of West Bank settlements do not appear to
be gearing up for battle. At least not yet.

The reason, activists say, is that American
Jews on the right still support Netanyahu, and
there is virtual unanimous support on Capitol
Hill for extending the freeze if it will help
keep the Palestinians at the negotiating table.

Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas has threatened to withdraw from the
talks if the freeze is not extended, and last
week President Obama said he supports an
extension. This week, Netanyahu suggested
that he’s open to some sort of compromise.

Morton Klein, the president of the Zionist
Organization of America, which supports set-
tlers’ rights to build, said that although he is
chagrined, there is little his or other U.S.
Jewish organizations can do. Last week he
issued an appeal to Netanyahu not to extend
the freeze. Klein said he also has sounded out
members of Congress, and no one was ready
to oppose an extension of the freeze.

“If Obama and Israel both are doing it, it’s
very hard for a congressman to take a posi-
tion that both Israel and America support,”
Klein said. “What’s in it for them politically?”

In Israel, however, settlers are gearing up
for a major effort aimed at embarrassing pro-
settler parties into quitting Netanyahu’s gov-
ernment and thereby causing it to fall.

“We can use the political leverage we have
within the political system to make the exten-
sion of the moratorium impossible,” Danny
Dayan, the chairman of the Yesha Council,
the settlements’ umbrella body. Dayan spoke
to JTA earlier this month during a trip to the
United States to rally opposition to the
renewed talks.

But with a prime minister in office who car-
ries credibility with the American Jewish
right, activists on the right said they are will-
ing to give Netanyahu leeway - for now.

Aaron Troodler, the spokesman for the
National Council of Young Israel, which is
strongly pro-settlements, said in a statement
that his group would consider an extension of
the West Bank construction freeze regrettable,
but he did not outline any protest actions.

“The National Council of Young Israel has

friends, family and Young
Israel synagogues in Yehudah
and Shomron, and we are
deeply concerned about their

ability to enhance their communities while
the moratorium remains intact and their
growth is inhibited by virtue of the building
freeze,” Troodler said, using the Hebrew for
Judea and Samaria, the Israeli terms for the
West Bank. “The residents of Yehudah and
Shomron need a place to live and grow and
should rightfully be permitted to do so, just as
people in communities around the world are
permitted to do. It would be unjust for their
rights to be curtailed any longer.”

But Israeli officials remain concerned about
a possible backlash from the American Jewish
right should the freeze be extended in some
form.

“The moratorium was very unpopular with
the American Jewish right,” Michael Oren,
the Israeli ambassador to Washington, said
recently in an interview with Jewish media. “I
anticipate further, if we move down this road
toward an agreement with the Palestinians,
that’s just going to begin.”

Jewish groups on the left also are watching
developments.

“The extension of the moratorium requires
a proactive action by the government,” wrote
Lara Friedman, director of policy for
Americans for Peace Now. “The moratorium
is set, under law, to expire automatically on
September 26th. Absent affirmative action by
the government to extend the moratorium,
settlement construction will be able to imme-
diately restart.”

As many as 2,000 housing units are likely to
start right away, Friedman told JTA, because
infrastructure already is in place or money
already has been invested by buyers and
developers. Another 11,000 units could be
built at anytime, she said.

William Daroff, the Washington director of
the Jewish Federations of North America, said
Netanyahu’s approach to the peace process
will continue to set the tone for the U.S.
Jewish community.

“Anytime there’s a story about the settle-
ment freeze being nuanced, you see folks on
the right being critical,” he said. “The vast
majority of American Jewry believes that
Netanyahu, as the democratically elected
leader, is in the best position to determine
what is best for Israel.” 
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

NEWS ANALYSIS

U.S. Jewish right muted ahead of possible extension of settlement freeze 
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Review of Benjamin Errett’s Jew and Improved: How
Choosing to be Chosen Made Me a Better Man
By ANNA TAN

Benjamin Errett’s book Jew and Improved: How
Choosing to Be Chosen Made Me a Better Man
(HarperCollins, 2010) certainly has an interesting
premise because it is rare to find memoirs of men con-
verting to Judaism for love; this is usually the realm of
women. However, how he describes his personal jour-
ney leaves much to be desired.

The tone is set in Errett’s opening chapter. There he
compares converting to Judaism to interviewing for a job
and wearing the right tie in order to “dress for the job that
you want.” He further compares the bet din to
Superman’s “Fortress of Solitude.” Glancing over the
Table of Contents reveals chapter titles that, unfortunate-
ly, evoke his flippant view of the conversion process –
e.g. “Religion, Smeligion”, “The Holocaust and
Holokitsch”, “Passover worth Passing Over” – though
there are some witty titles, such as “Errett’s Israel” [a play on the Hebrew
Eretz, or Land]. 

As one who has gone through the conversion process, I must acknowl-
edge personal bias. However, even readers who haven’t will note Errett’s
superficial reasons for converting to Judaism. When asked by his then-
fiancée (now wife), he answers that “I admit it’s not something I’ve
thought a lot about, but whenever I have thought about it, it seemed like
the right thing to do... I want to join your family... learning the religion
would show everyone how serious I was”. Yet, throughout the pages, the
unmistakable impression is that he is not taking this major step towards
conversion seriously. Still, as the book progresses, one hopes that his feel-
ings deepen.

But this does not happen. When Sarah’s family challenges him to think
about anti-Semitism and conflicts in the Middle East, he merely replies
that he “hadn’t any strong opinions, other than they should all just knock
it off.” Sarah’s answer is that “he just wants to be mishpacha [family].”

As Errett embarks upon his search for a rabbi, he decides to sell the idea
that if he and his future bride raise their children in a common faith, it
would be a “good three-for-the-price-of-two selling point for a congre-
gation.” Most rabbis would likely send him away to think more about his
choices, but he does convince one rabbi to admit him for study. Still,
midway through the book, there is the sense that he remains uncomfort-
able with his decision to convert, and that he is only doing so to be with
his Jewish fiancée. 

During an argument following a class visit to a funeral home (where he
went by himself and his fiancée went to a party), he declares to her: “I
don’t want to be Jewish by myself. For the record, I only want to be
Jewish with you. Can we not be Jewish together already?” His choice of
sponsoring rabbi was based on trivial reasons: (1) the synagogue was
only used for Shabbat and Bar Mitzvahs, reasoning that if conversion
“turned [him] superdevout, [he’d] only be [there] on the weekends”, and
(2) in his view, the rabbi told him that he could be an atheist yet still be
a “good Jew”, which catered perfectly to Errett’s agnostic beliefs. While
such beliefs might be held by those born as Jews, it’s a very different ball-
game for those choosing to convert. Belief is important, and prospective
converts need to understand that they are choosing to join a monotheis-
tic religious tradition, not only a tribal people. Strangely, Errett calls con-
version his “get-out-of-belief-free card from the rabbi”.

Throughout the book, perhaps in an effort to share a particular sense of
humour that few readers will appreciate, Errett trivializes Judaism and his
journey. On the prayers of Shabbat, he glibly states, “aren’t they sort of
ridiculous? God is wonderful and God is great and we don’t deserve to
be in God’s presence, repeated over and over again? And how immature
is God that he needs us to constantly tell us how powerful he is?” When
he voices his thoughts to a visiting rabbi in his Judaism class, he takes the
rabbi’s words – “God does not need our validations, the prayer is about
us and acknowledges something bigger than us” – as validation for his
idea that “I can say the prayers, and even find something soothing in their
repetition. And when you stop worrying about whether you believe in
God or not, He’s much easier to get along with.” 

Regarding the 613 mitzvot, he decides that it is a ridiculous and arbi-
trary number and that there must have been “613 Jews with too much
time on their hands.” He then simply categorizes them as “Essential”,
“Desirable” and “Makes no difference”. And, into the category of “no
difference”, he adds belief in God. Observing the holidays and being
well-versed in Jewish beliefs and practices, he categorizes as “desirable”.

The core of the book deals extensively with his year in the Jewish
Information Class, about which he constantly mocks and ridicules his
teacher. He describes each week’s three hours of class (and an hour of
shul each week) as the sum total of his “life as a Jew in training”. It’s hard
to see whether he has, in fact, learned anything in this class, given that,
when the questions for the final exam are given at the end of the year (for

students to study at home before the actual test), both
he and his fiancée are stuck. In his own words, “I was
stymied. I didn’t know any of this stuff... our rabbi was
less than impressed by how little I had actually learned
in class, as I found out when I asked him for some help
on the study questions... I suggested to the rabbi that I
both didn’t attend services often enough, and didn’t
pay enough attention when I did attend.” 

He admits that he and Sarah “spent a few nights in
front of our computers, Googling as many terms and
names as we had in order to complete the test”. His
argument as to why he was cramming? “The classroom
was where you jotted down notes, asked the occasion-
al question and tried to stay awake. All the actual learn-
ing occurred in the days and hours before the exam.” As
he describes the final days before the exam, he seems to
be studying only to pass the exam, and avoid humiliat-
ing himself by failing. He does pass, and gets to face the
bet din, and then spends an entire chapter trying to jus-

tify why he should not need to undergo the hatafat dam brit [the prick to
draw blood from an already circumcised male], at the same time wonder-
ing why if he “could eat bacon,” he could not just decline the procedure. 

Jew and Improved trivializes the conversion process and will offend
many sincere converts while also giving Jews false ideas about how the
conversion process occurs. There are a myriad of emotions that any
potential convert goes through, and none of these are addressed. Instead,
the conversion is treated as just one more thing he has to do before his
wedding. Readers – especially those who are undergoing or have gone
through the conversion process, or know someone who meets either of
these categories – will find themselves wanting a sense of progression. As
his title suggests, does Errett become a mensch, or a better human being,
after he converts? It is difficult to see how. The way he has structured the
book fails to make the point of any deep spiritual change he may have
actually undergone.

Not to say that the book is entirely without merit. Errett gives the read-
er a glimpse at a process that very few know about. He takes small
episodes and tries to find humour in these situations. His pragmatic writ-
ing style makes for an easy and entertaining read, as long as no one takes
the contents of his book to heart. While this is Errett’s personal memoir,
views to which he is entitled, his experience does not reflect the majori-
ty of sincere converts
who have treaded
down the same path.

After the mikveh,
Errett’s reaction is “It’s
all done now, I made
it.” This is the same
feeling one has after
reading a book that is
mostly schmaltz. It’s
superficially tasty, but
of little nutritional
value.

Anna Tan is a
Vancouver family
physician.
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Trivializing the conversion to Judaism process



By BERNIE BELLAN
Following is a release from the Jewish Federation describing its

upcoming day of environmental awareness, known as “EcoShift”:
“The Jewish Federation of Winnipeg’s Next Generation Leadership

Division (J-PEG) is a non-profit organization whose mandate is to
involve adults living in Winnipeg between the ages of 25-45 in com-
munity events, leadership development programs and fundraising ini-
tiatives to support local and overseas Jewish communities. 

The cultivation of a generation of committed and involved young
leaders is a key priority for the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg. Young
adults in our community are becoming outspoken advocates for
greener institutional policies and programs. With tikkun olam (repair-
ing the world) as a core Jewish value, the individuals and organiza-
tions in Jewish Winnipeg should be paving the way for a more sus-
tainable future.

This is why J-PEG’s Environmental Advocacy Committee has devel-
oped EcoShift, an event that will educate the members of our com-
munity about the importance of incorporating green behaviors into
their daily lives. It will empower community organizations to imple-
ment environmental initiatives where few exist and will expand the
green agendas of those that already have them. EcoShift will act as a
catalyst for these changes while raising the profile of our Jewish com-
munity’s role in sustainable initiatives within the city of Winnipeg.

EcoShift will take place on Sunday, September 26, 2010. During the
day, events at the Asper Jewish Community Campus will include com-
posting and recycling and home retrofit demonstrations, environmen-
tal activities for children and a Green Vendor Showcase featuring
exhibits by local businesses. A public lecture by renowned environ-
mental advocate, Dr. David Suzuki, will conclude the day’s events at
the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue.”

To learn more about how this program came  about, I spoke to one
of the two driving forces behind EcoShift - Sara (Allentuck) Secter,
who, along with her husband Dov Secter, has been chairing a com-
mittee of approximately 25 other J-PEG members that has been plan-
ning EcoShift.

Sara, who is 27, and is currently taking time off from her career as a
teacher since the birth of her first baby, Sadie, two months ago, and
Dov,  33, who is an architect working with his father Lloyd’s compa-
ny,  describe themselves as committed environmentalists.

“We compost and recycle,” Sara says. “We grow most of of our own
vegetables in our back yard. We use environmentally friendly prod-
ucts. You’ll never find a plastic water bottle in our house. We have
energy efficient appliances.” And,  she adds, “I bought the most fuel-
efficient car I could find. It’s not a hybrid or an electric car,” she
admits, but it’s the next best thing.

In other words, Sara and Dov are committed to a “green” lifestyle,
as are so many other young people these days.

Thus, it was natural that, when the J-PEG division of the Jewish
Federation began to think of ways that it could develop a program of
environmental awareness, Sara and Dov would volunteer to take lead
roles.

Sara says that she came to be involved with J-PEG about two years
ago, when she was asked to consider joining the group.
Subsequently, she participated in a young leadership training confer-
ence in Toronto for individuals of her generation. Sara says that she
came back from that conference with ideas for planning an environ-
mental awareness program that eventually evolved into EcoShift.

“There’s a core committee of six people” that has been doing most
of the work, she says. The actual planning has been ongoing as far
back as the summer of 2009.

“Not all of our peers are as enthusiastic about being environmental-
ly responsible,” Sara admits. It is the committee’s intention both to
demonstrate many practical methods for individuals to assume more
of that responsibility and to inspire individuals to do so. 

Many of the practical methods for becoming more environmentally
conscientious will be on display at the Asper Campus this coming
Sunday, Sara says.

“One of our first ideas was to have a “green vendor’ showcase,” she
explains.  Exhibitors will be on hand offering practical tips and prod-
ucts that will enable all of us to make the transition to a “greener” way
of life. One exhibit will analyze just how much of a “carbon footprint”
anyone might be making, for instance.

In addition, there will be a farmer’s market outside and an “e-waste”
drop off depot, to which anyone will be able to bring their no-longer-
needed cellphones, computers,  printers, and  microwaves - all of
which should not be disposed of in regular landfills.

For children, Sara says, a special entertainer known as “Junkman”,
who is a conservatory trained percussionist, will be  providing enter-
tainment.

The  motivation in planning EcoShift was “twofold”, says Sara. Not
only did she, Dov, and the other members of their committee want to
inspire others to become “greener”, they also wanted to influence
Jewish “agencies” in this city, including the Asper Campus, syna-
gogues, day care centres, and the Gwen Secter Centre, to think of
ways that they, too, could become more environmentally responsible.

Finally, the man who is, inarguably, Canada’s leading environmen-
talist, David Suzuki, will be speaking at the Shaarey Zedek Sunday
evening. (Please note that, while there is no charge for the event at the
Asper Campus, there is a $20 fee to attend Suzuki’s talk.) 
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SARA (ALLENTUCK) SECTER and DOV SECTER
Co-Chairs of J-PEG’s Environmental Advocacy Committee



By MARTIN ZEILIG
Most people tend to think that Jews in the past were more religious

that their descendants are today, according to Lynne Marks, an
Associate Professor, History (with tenure), at the University of Victoria,
who will be the guest speaker at the Second Biennial Lecture of the
Switzer – Cooperstock Lecture Series at the Jewish Heritage Centre on
October 3 at the Asper JCC.

“But, my research on Jews in B.C. in the late 19th and early 20th cen-
turies suggests that they were just as complicated in their attitudes
towards religion as Jews are today,” said Marks during a telephone
interview from her office with The Jewish Post & News.

“Some were Orthodox and some of the socialist Jews were very
involved with the synagogues – sometimes because they were reli-
gious too in their own way, and, although they weren’t religious, in a
small Jewish community they still needed a place to meet with other
Jews.”

Her talk will be based on an essay she wrote in 2009– Not being reli-
gious didn’t take away from their Jewishness: The complexities of lived
religion among late 19th and early 20th century B.C. Jews.

University of Winnipeg senior scholar, Dr. Dan Stone, President of
the JHC and on the committee that chose Marks as the speaker at this
year’s lecture series, observed that Marks brings a fresh and original
research and an interesting approach to ethnicity and religion.

“Even though her paper focuses on B.C., it still tells people that
issues here in Manitoba were similar,” he
said in an interview.

“Why are we Jewish? A lot of people
who go to synagogue aren’t particularly
religious. They go because it makes them
feel religious, while others are deeply reli-
gious.” 

By the early 20th century, the only syna-
gogue in Vancouver, which only had a
population of 83 Jewish people in 1891
and 2400 individuals by 1931, was
Orthodox, said Marks, who was born in
England, and grew up in Edmonton, then
Kingston, Ontario.

Besides Vancouver, her paper also looks
at the experience of Jews in Victoria, and
smaller communities, such as Prince
Rupert and Ladysmith, during this period,
says information provided by the JHC. 

“Most of the literature on late 19th and
early 20th century North American Jewish
history tends to a clear division among the
Eastern European immigrants – between
socialists, who may have come from vari-
ous socialist factions, but were generally
atheists and actively hostile to religion,
and the Orthodox, who believed they
remained true to Biblical teachings by
keeping Kosher, observing the Sabbath,
and strictly following other Jewish reli-
gious laws,” said Marks, a specialist in
Canadian history and the social history of
religion.

The concept of “lived religion,” coined
by U.S. academic Robert Orsi, focuses on
how ordinary people took what they want-
ed or needed from dominant religious
beliefs or practises, mixed the sacred and
the secular, in ways that often did not fit
with theological orthodoxies, but worked
for the people involved, she explained.

“Within Jewish families in B.C., you
sometimes had women who wanted to be
religious and even orthodox,” said Marks,
the Chair of U of V’s Department of
History in 2010, who did her undergradu-
ate degree at the University of Toronto,
MA and Ph.D. at York University in
Toronto.

“Their husbands were either free
thinkers or free thinkers and socialists. So,
their wives had a hard time lighting
Shabbat candles in the home and going to
shul even on high holidays. In some fami-
lies everyone was into religion, and with
other families one or the other of the
spouses was not interested in religion. But,

in all cases that I looked at, they all still had a strong sense of
Jewishness.”

Much of the information that she has based her research on comes
from taped interviews done in the early 1970s by the Jewish Historical
Society of B.C. in Vancouver, she remarked, adding that most of the
old-timers are now deceased.

“I’m Jewish and I’ve always studied the social history of religion, but
more Christianity than Judaism,” said Marks, the mother of two chil-
dren, ages 6 and 13, who last year served as the Chair of a “small”
Reform congregation’s Religious School in Victoria.

“But, I was always curious about it. My own parents grew up in
South Africa and were the children of Jewish immigrants to that coun-
try. My mother’s family was socialist. But, her brother did have a bar
mitzvah. My father’s family was officially orthodox and kept Kosher.
But, they were mixed in their religious practice, and, for example, did-
n’t light Shabbat candles.”

In smaller communities, as was the case for Jews even in Vancouver
in this period, people of an identifiable minority have to come togeth-
er even if they have differences, she maintained.

“But, it was also for many Jews less about religion than about cul-
tural identity,” Marks stressed.

“Now, and in the past, it was equally complicated. I just think that
people have a complex relationship (with their faith), and that com-
plexity has been in B.C. for quite a while. And, it’s still there.”
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JHC to present special lecture:

First Jewish immigrants to B.C. had mixed feelings about their religion

The Jewish Heritage Centre 

of Western Canada Inc.
invites you to

The 2nd Biennial Lecture of the
Switzer-Cooperstock Lecture Series*In honour of LOUIS SWITZER

and ROSE SWITZER 
(née Cooperstock)

““RReelliiggiioonn,, IIrrrreelliiggiioonn aanndd JJeewwiisshh IIddeennttiittyy iinn tthhee llaattee 1199tthh

aanndd eeaarrllyy 2200tthh CCeennttuurriieess iinn BBrriittiisshh CCoolluummbbiiaa””

By

Prof. LYNNE MARKS

Department of History,

University of Victoria

Sunday, October 3, 2010

2:00 p.m.

Multipurpose Room

Asper Jewish Community Campus
123 Doncaster Street

Refreshments to follow

For further information, please contact 
Stan Carbone at (204) 477-7467 or scarbone@jhcwc.org

*Made possible by the Switzer-Cooperstock Prize Fund

at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba



By EDMON J. RODMAN
LOS ANGELES (JTA) - His 14-foot-long pole

saw in hand, Paul Nisenbaum is ready to head
out into the great urban forest in a search for
schach. The Los Angeles teacher and small busi-
nessman is among the many Jews throughout
North America who will search their neighbor-
hoods, from wilderness to city center, for a suit-
able sukkah roof covering.

With Sukkot, the holiday when Jews construct
and live in fragile, temporary booths coming a
few days after Yom Kippur, the hunt is on.

According to halachah, the schach should be
something that once grew in the earth but is no
longer attached to the earth. Once the schach is
in place, most of the roof of the sukkah should be
covered, with the test being that once inside, you
see more shade than sun.

Rabbi Isaac Luria, the 16th Century leader of
kabbalistic teaching, even taught there is a con-
nection between schach and divine inspiration.

Mats made of bamboo seem to the norm in
America, but for Nisenbaum and others, only
something more directly connected to their envi-
ronment will bring inspiration.

“I want the real thing,” said Nisenbaum, who long before the holi-
day scouts out suitable palm trees in his neighborhood. “While I’m
walking to shul, I spot the good ones.”

Up north, in Fairbanks, Alaska, Randall Miller looks to the natural
resources of his area for schach.

“We use local stuff from the forest,” he said. “Spruce boughs some
years, and on others tall purple flowers called fireweed,” Miller said.
“We use the long stalks which later in the season turn a purplish red.”

Miller, whose sukkah temperatures drop to between 30 and 0
degrees, added that “Sometimes at night we see the stars through the
roof, other times the stars and the falling snow.”

In New York City, a national sukkah design contest called Sukkah
City is challenging artists, architects, designers and sukkah enthusiasts
to become halachically creative with sukkah design. Using Jewish law
as well as city ordinance as design criteria, contest organizers Joshua
Foer and Roger Bennett asked entrants for their sukkah visions.

Recently a panel named the 12 finalists whose sukkahs will be con-
structed in Union Square Park in the days before Sukkot. New Yorkers
will vote and pick the winner, which will remain standing for the hol-
iday as the “People’s Choice Sukkah.”

Foer says for the
roofs, “there are lots
of possibilities
beyond mats.” He
noted that among
the 600 entries, there
were designs with
roofs of “dried flow-
ers, little pieces of
wood veneer, fallen
leaves” and one
whose creators
wanted to use an
invasive species of
grass.

One of the 12
finalists, Volkan
Alkanoglu, a Los
Angeles architect
and teacher who had
never before been in
a sukkah, used rattan
for schach for his entry titled “Star Cocoon.” The cocoon’s curved sup-
port structure will be made of cane.

Alkanoglu, who along with his team designed the sukkah on a com-
puter, saw the unique materials and design parameters as a way “to
bring people together.”

Beyond contests and foraging, many still love their mats - especially
those who live in desert climates, where green schach quickly dries up
and shrivels.

When Howard Scharfman of Tucson, Ariz., wants to search for
schach in a desert region that he describes “as cactus and more cac-
tus,” he visits his storage shed. Scharfman likes to use a woven bam-
boo mat to cover his sukkah, where he says temperatures average 100
degrees.

“It’s a renewable resource,” he said. “I can use it year after year.”
In the Midwest, one community is going to the farm for inspiration.

East Side Veggies, a project of Congregation Shaarey Tikvah in the
Cleveland area, is selling bundles of green cornstalks harvested from
nearby Geauga County for $10 a bunch.

“It’s not your typical bamboo matt covering,” said the schach sale
coordinator, Matthew Fieldman. “The stalks are literally right from the
field. This was alive not long ago, and it presents just a different atmos-
phere with nothing manufactured.

“We are supporting Jewish values by reducing our footprint,” added
Fieldman, who used cornstalks the previous Sukkot for his own
sukkah. “We are supporting local agriculture and supplying some-
thing that every part of the Jewish community can use.”

Fieldman says the cornstalks, which are some 6 feet in length, “long,
lush and green,” are supplied by an Amish farming collective.

“They completely knew what Sukkot is,” Fieldman said. “They
respect what we are doing.”

This year he ordered enough cornstalks for about 100 families.
The previous Sukkot, Fieldman observed that the stalks, which start

green before gradually turning brown, reminded him of the transi-
tional nature of Sukkot and of life.

“Once upon a time I used bamboo mats,” Fieldman said, but “then
I met the farmers who grew this corn.”
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Happy Sukkot

In awe of schach: Searching for the perfect sukkah covering 



The Jewish holiday season continues with
the start of Sukkot . As the solemn day of Yom
Kippur ends the mood of the day dramatical-
ly changes to that of happiness and fun. Once
the walls of our sukkah are up it is time for
each family member to contribute to the dec-
orations. From newly designed streamers to
artwork prepared by our children in kinder-
garten ( up to 20 years ago) each child has an

opportunity to share their creative side both past and present. There is
the fresh pine smell from our own cut branches that we place on top
of the sukkah.

Going to shop for the lulav and etrog adds to the joy and excitement
that this holiday brings. Each etrog is meticulously examined before
the “right” one is selected. Upon the arrival of the first night of Sukkot
the adventure begins as this holiday can be truly considered a battle
of man vs. nature. Will it rain, be very cold and will the walls of the
Sukkah withstand the strong fall winds. And on a perfectly sunny after-
noon we have to deal with the onslaught of bees and wasps. 

Although we may not fully understand the true reasons for the
mitzvot we perform on this holiday the experience they provide seems
to satisfy us intellectually, emotionally and spiritually.

Chag Sameach and a Happy Sukkot to all!!

* * *
STUFFED RED BELL PEPPERS

6 large (8-ounce) red bell peppers, preferably flat on the bottom
2 T. olive oil
2 c. chopped onions
6 T. chopped fresh parsley
3 garlic cloves, chopped
2/3 c. cooked white rice, cooled
1 T. sweet Hungarian paprika
1-1/4 t. salt
1 t. ground black pepper
1/4 t. ground allspice
2-1/2 c. canned tomato sauce
1-1/4 pounds lean ground beef
1 large egg
INSTRUCTIONS

1. Cut off top 1/2 inch of peppers and reserve. 
2. Scoop seeds from cavities. Discard stems and chop pepper tops. 
3. Heat oil in heavy large skillet over medium-high heat. 
4. Add onions, parsley, garlic, and chopped pepper pieces. Sauté

until onions soften, about 8 minutes. Transfer to large bowl. 
5. Mix in rice, paprika, salt, pepper, and allspice. 
6. Cool 10 minutes. Mix in 1/2 c. tomato sauce, then beef and egg.
7. Fill pepper cavities with beef mixture.
8. Stand filled peppers in single layer in heavy large pot. 
9. Pour remaining 2 c. tomato sauce around peppers.
10. Bring sauce to boil over medium-high heat. 
11. Reduce heat to medium-low, cover pot and simmer 20 minutes. 
12. Spoon some sauce over each pepper. Cover; cook until peppers

are tender and filling is cooked through and firm, about 20 minutes.
(Can be made 1 day ahead. 

13. Cool, cover and chill. Rewarm covered over low heat.)
* * *

PUMPKIN BREAD
1-3/4 cups sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
3 eggs
1-1/2 cups canned pumpkin (unsweetened)
3 cups flour
1 tsp. baking soda
1-2 tsp. salt
2 tsp. cinnamon
1 cup raisins
1 cup chopped walnuts
(optional) - 1 ripe banana

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 
2. Grease 1 Bundt pan or 2 loaf pans.
3. Beat sugar and oil. 
4. Beat in eggs until fluffy. 
5. Add pumpkin. Mix well. 
6. Add dry ingredients and stir. 
7. Add nuts and raisins. Pour into pan.
8. Bake 1 hour

* * *
APPLE KUGEL

5 to 6 Macintosh apples
Cinnamon

Sugar
Sweet liqueur, such as Frangelico or Amaretto
3/4 cup flour
3/4 cup sugar
3 eggs, lightly beaten
6 tbsp. margarine
Cornflake crumbs

Yield: 1 9” or 10” round tart pan
Preheat oven 375°F.
Core, peel and cut apples into small chunks.
Toss with cinnamon, sugar and a little liqueur.
Cook (or microwave) a few minutes until soft (about 6 to 8 minutes

in the microwave).
Drain apples, reserving the liquid.
Melt margarine. 
Add flour, sugar, and eggs, whisking (or mixing) until smooth batter

forms. 
Add reserved liquid from apples to thin batter to desired consisten-

cy. 
Fold in apples.
Turn mixture into greased pan (9” to 10” round tart pan). 
Lightly dust top

with cornflake
crumbs. 

Bake approximate-
ly 40 minutes it will
puff up (and then
sink when it cools)
so be sure not to
overfill the pan.

* * *
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Sukkot delights

By

FRANCINE TELLER

(Cont. on page 20.
See “Francine
Teller”.)



Your Jewish Fairy Godmother is available to
anyone with a question about coping with
contemporary life. She’s clever. She’s wise.
She’s relentless. She cares. And she’s on your
side. Everybody needs one. 

Dear Jewish Fairy Godmother:
My son is almost two. He’s had the same

nanny twenty-five hours a week since he has
been three months old. Unfortunately, she’s about to move away to
begin a graduate program. 

Her younger sister, whom he also adores, is too busy with school to
take over for her, so I am going to have to find a new nanny. But I real-
ized that I want to give my old nanny a present. I don’t like giving
money or gift certificates, and I cannot think of something that’ll show
her how much I care about her. There’s also a chance that she’d
become a nanny to my younger son when she moves back here to
write her dissertation.
Creatively Bereft

Dear Bereft:
I don’t know if you’ve taken pictures of your son with his nanny, but

generally a memento gift, with or without an accompanying gift cer-
tificate, demonstrates both gratitude and affection. Among the best
things about living in the era of jpgs and mpv files, is that it is rela-
tively easy to cut and paste a very modern memento “book” onto a
cd/dvd combo pack. 

You can include all pictures you have of the two of them together, as
well as the many pictures I am sure you have of your son and the rest
of the family. You can organize it chronologically (the most typical
method) or by activity or event. Be sure to include any pictures of the
two sisters with the two boys, everything you can think of to reinforce
the bonding between the two families.

As for maintaining contact, in the world of social media, it is easier
and easier. Ask to link to one another on Facebook (or an equivalent
site). Then upload pictures of the boys regularly and be sure to read

what the sisters are doing.
Write personal notes to
them regularly. Treat them
like cousins and maybe
they’ll stay part of the
family.

Dear Jewish Fairy
Godmother:

I have a problem with a
person whom until very
recently I would have
described as a good
friend. We’ve known one
another for decades, in
that casual “how are
you”-and-a-wave way that
one cultivates at the kids
soccer games and Friday
night services. But then
five years ago, as we were

both going through painful divorces, we started getting closer. 
At our peak we saw each other weekly for dinner and a movie. Now

it’s about half of that, in part because her aging mother moved to town
and she’s taking care of her and treating her to concerts we might oth-
erwise have attended together. As I have gotten to know her better I
see the bigger differences between us. Last week I was asked to carry
the Torah during RH 2 services, the day before she got back from a big
trip. When she heard, she sniffed, “Oh, second day” like it was like
having been asked to sweep up after the oneg. Do I say something or
not?
Drifting

Dear Drifting:
Life’s too short to pretend to like people. It’s also hard to be alone.

Setting standards too high in a friendship increases the odds that you
won’t have anyone to go to a movie or dinner with. Not being honest
with people to whom you act as friends means you’ll eventually turn
petty and resentful. 

So ask yourself the big questions: what do I bring to this relationship?
What do I get out of this friendship? What’s so important I cannot com-
promise it? What’s so trivial I can let go?

That said, you can also respond in the spirit of the season. You can
tell your friend the next time you connect that you were “a little hurt”
by her comment. Say that to you it was a big honor to carry the Torah,
and in your life if was as important as her big trip was to her. Tell her
you’re really trying to be more honest with your friends. 

Ask her if she’s willing to have a conversation about how you relate
the same way you would with someone you’d been dating. I believe
friendships that do not go through this sort of recalibration eventually
get narrower and narrower. On the other hand, you need to be pre-
pared to hear things from her that you may not want to listen to.
Decide if you prefer that, or silence, before you open this Pandora’s
box.

A Nosh of Jewish
Wisdom: If a word
is worth one sheck-
el, silence is worth
two. The Talmud

w w w . Y o u r
J e w i s h F a i r y
Godmother.com:
What does she do?
What do you need?
M o t i v a t i o n ,
Inspiration, Support,
Problem solving.
Send your questions
to helen@yourjew-
ishfairygodmoth-
er.com

NOODLES WITH CARAMELIZED
ONIONS AND MIXED GREENS

1 tablespoon olive oil
4 medium onions, peeled and cut into
1/4” rings
1/2 cup mushrooms, thinly sliced
2 tablespoons margarine
1 teaspoon sugar
1/2 cup red bell pepper, thinly sliced
1 (12 oz.) package Manischewitz Egg or
Yolk Free Noodles
4 cups Manischewitz Chicken Broth
Your choice of two greens: 
one pound fresh spinach
1 head of bitter greens such as kale rappi-
ni or chicory
1 pound Napa cabbage
1 pound bok choy

1. Heat oil and 1 tablespoon margarine
in a skillet over medium-high heat. Add
onions and sugar and cook, stirring occa-
sionally, until well-browned. 

2. Remove onions and add red pepper
and mushrooms, adding the smallest
amount of oil, if necessary, sautéing, until
mushrooms just start to soften. 

3. Return half the onions to skillet. Add
Manischewitz Chicken Broth and bring to
a boil. Cook over high heat for 10 min-
utes, scraping bottom of pan occasionally.
Season to taste with salt and pepper. 

4. Cook Manischewitz Egg or Yolk Free
Noodles in boiling water until al dente.
Drain. Add to broth, simmer for 2 to 3
minutes. Add greens, cook, covered until
wilted, about 1 to 3 minutes, depending
upon greens chosen. 

5. Stir in remaining margarine. Put in
serving bowl and top with red pepper and
mushroom slices and remaining onions. 
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Zev Faintuch latest winner of Mina Rosner
Memorial Fund essay writing contest

By BERNIE BELLAN
Not only is the latest

winner of the annual
Minna Rosner essay
writing contest a tal-
ented writer, as well
as an athlete of con-
siderable accomplish-
ment, a participant in
his school musical
and a longstanding
volunteer in the com-
munity, he is about to
head off to Israel with
the ambition of enter-
ing the Israeli army.

Eighteen-year-old
Zev Faintuch was
awarded the $400
Mina Rosner prize at
a ceremony held at
the Asper Campus on
Tuesday, Sept. 21. 

The prize is given
annually to a student
in Grades 9-12 anywhere in the province who produces the best essay
on the theme of the Holocaust or another human rights issue.

Zev’s essay was titled “Lessons not learned”. 
According to Cecil Rosner, Mina’s son, the essay dealt with lessons

of the Holocaust that have not been properly learned by society at
large. For instance, it explored the question of when it is appropriate
for outside forces to intervene in the affairs of a state in order to res-
cue citizens of that state.

Zev Faintuch, as the grandson of Holocaust survivors himself, Cecil
Rosner noted, “is very aware of the importance of educating” others
about human rights abuses. Not only has Zev thought and written
about the subject, he has also been active in trying to raise public
awareness of human rights abuses in such areas of the world as Darfur
and Afghanistan,
Rosner noted.

Upon traveling to
Israel next week, Zev is
planning on enlisting in
an eight-week program
know as “Marva”,
which gives partici-
pants a thorough expo-
sure to what life is like
in the Israeli army.

Following his com-
pletion of the program,
Zev will decide
whether he wants to
enlist for three years in
the Israeli army.  

Israel reportedly OKs U.S.-Saudi arms deal
JERUSALEM (JTA) - Israel has privately signed off on a proposed

arms deal between the United States and Saudi Arabia, a Washington
columnist reported.

At $60 billion, the deal is the most expensive arms deal ever. It will
be spread out over five to 10 years.

Syndicated columnist Douglas Bloomfield reported Tuesday that
Israel has privately blessed the sale, citing U.S. congressional, Israeli
and lobby sources.The deal includes 84 new F-15 fighter planes, and
nearly 200 Apache, Black Hawk and Little Bird helicopters, as well as
upgrades for 70 other fighter planes.

Israeli defense firms could make tens of millions of dollars on the
Saudi arms sale by manufacturing certain key components of the
Saudi F-15s, Bloomfield reported.

The Obama administration also reportedly has maintained Israel’s
qualitative edge in setting up the deal, he wrote.

Talks between the United States and Saudi Arabia over the arms sale
have been ongoing for months, according to reports. The Saudis could
decide to go for the entire $60 billion deal or just parts of it, though the
F-15s are considered a top priority, according to The Washington Post.

The president is required to give Congress 30 days notice before
making a formal offer to sell the arms to another country. The formal
notification has not yet reached the U.S. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee, the Post reported.

Syria-Russia missile deal 'problematic,'
Netanyahu says

JERUSALEM (JTA) -- Israel has failed to convince Russia not to sell
cruise missiles to Syria.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Sunday during the weekly
Cabinet meeting that Russia's decision to supply the missiles, honor-
ing a contract signed in 2007, would be "problematic."

The advanced anti-ship missiles could place Israeli naval ships in the
Mediterranean in danger, according to reports.

"We have been aware of this deal for some time, and there were dis-
cussions with the Russians at every level," Netanyahu said, according
to Haaretz. "To our regret, the deal is now proceeding in stages, and
that is problematic for us."

Netanyahu reportedly said that Israel's recent decision to purchase
advanced F-35 warplanes from the United States in part stemmed
from the Russia-Syria deal.

Russian Defense Minister Anatoly Serdyukov said last Friday during
a visit to the Pentagon in Washington that Russia would honor its con-
tract with Syria. Israel fears the weapons will fall into the hands of
Hezbollah in Lebanon.

"The U.S. and Israel ask us not to supply Syria with [P-800 Yakhont
cruise missiles]," Serdyukov said, "but we do not see the concerns
expressed by them that these arms will fall into the hands of terrorists."

U.S. also committed to Israel-Syria peace,
Mitchell says

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The United States remains committed to making
peace between Israel and Syria, George Mitchell assured Syrian
President Bashar Assad. 

Mitchell, the U.S. Mideast envoy, met Thursday with Assad in
Damascus. “Our effort to resolve the Palestinian-Israeli conflict in no
way contradicts or conflicts with our goal of comprehensive peace,
including peace between Israel and Syria,” Mitchell told reporters
after the meeting. 

Mitchell said that he believed the Israeli-Palestinian talks could lead
to a comprehensive peace between Israel and her neighbors. 

Assad reportedly told Mitchell that “Our claims are not to get con-
cessions from Israel but rather land that was stolen from us and must
be returned.” 

Casspi billboard defaced for second time
(JTA) -- A billboard featuring Israeli-born NBA player Omri Casspi

was defaced with a swastika for the second time.
The billboard was discovered vandalized on Sept. 16, the second

time in about a week, the Sacramento Bee reported. It was painted
over before most people were able to see it, according to the news-
paper. The first attack took place on Sept. 8, Rosh Hashanah eve.

Casspi, a forward for the Sacramento Kings, is the first Israeli player
in the NBA. He called the first incident "hurtful" in an interview with
the Sacramento Bee.

The Anti-Defamation League on Sept. 14 announced a $1,000
reward for information leading to the arrest and conviction of whoev-
er painted the swastika.

Kings co-owner Joe Maloof said the team would match the ADL's
reward, the Bee reported. 
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Ed. note:
The following piece by Sam

Bahour is offered as a commen-
tary by a Palestinian whose name
was recommended to us by one
of our readers. Bahour has previ-
ously written for Ha’aretz news-
paper. He is interested in reading
reaction to the following piece
and developing a dialogue with
Canadian Jews.

If you would like to respond to
Bahour, please send an e-mail to
The Jewish Post & News: jew-
ishp@mts.net.  

By SAM BAHOUR
As a Palestinian-American father of two daughters living in Al-Bireh,

the twin city of Ramallah, no one on this earth more than I wish for
Palestinians and Israelis to reach a lasting peace agreement. I suspect
that the overwhelming majority of Israeli parents feel the same; I know
my Israeli friends do. I would even expect that many of those Israeli
settler parents who live on those military garrisons of confiscated
lands that pepper West Bank hilltops feel the same too. But wishing in
a vacuum artificially raises expectations that hurt even harder every

time they come
crashing to the
ground to meet real-
ity.

The facts on the
ground are bitter,
very bitter. To extract
the region from
never-ending tur-
moil to that of per-
manent stability and
normalcy much
more self-reflection
will need to be
made by all the par-
ties involved.

I’ll start with my
own side, the
Palestinians. In 1948
Palestinians were
dispossessed from
78 percent of our
homeland, 60 per-
cent of Palestinians
are internally dis-
placed or dwell in
refugee camps just
hours from their
homes and proper-
ties, 1.5 million
Palestinians in Gaza

survive under siege conditions, hundreds of thousands have been ille-
gally detained or assassinated by Israel, and the economy is micro-
managed by a foreign military that is underwritten by donor countries.
The Palestinian negotiating team claims to be a legitimate leadership
but there is not one functioning institutional body that can genuinely
claim to be the source of their self-defined legitimacy.

For its part, Israel is not in much better of a position. Its government
is comprised of a toxic coalition that mixes neo-conservatism with
Jewish fundamentalism and lives on the verge of daily collapse. The
Israeli society is using the word fascism more and more to depict the
direction of Israeli politics. During the last few years, past Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Olmert and current Israeli Minister of Defense Ehud
Barak both spoke of “Apartheid” as being the direction in which Israel
is heading. Israel’s four decade military occupation has corrupted
Israeli society to the bone; the military itself was one of the first vic-
tims but the society at large has not been spared. The settler enterprise
has Israel in a bear hug that has the power to bring serious chaos to
all walks of Israeli life.  The ultra-orthodox community is hugging
Israel from the other side with the same vengeance. To save Israel from
itself

Israel needs a lasting agreement more than any time since its found-
ing.

Finally, and most damaging to the prospects of peace is the United
States. Never being a neutral mediator and always using Israel for its
own geostrategic plans the U.S. refuses to release its monopoly on the
Palestinian-Israel issue. While it arms, funds and diplomatically covers
for one side, it murmurs words of peace out of half of its mouth to the
other.

The U.S. has tremendous leverage that could be used if it was truly
serious about bringing the region closer to peace, but ultimately, it will
be the Palestinians and Israelis that must come to bear the conse-
quences of an end to the conflict. That quest for an end of conflict will
be served up on a platter of international law or on a battlefield of the
law of the jungle.

Illusionary peace negotiations can only lead to a hallucinated
peace.

The writer is a Palestinian-American business consultant living in the
Palestinian city of Al-Bireh in the West Bank. He is co-author of
HOMELAND: Oral Histories of Palestine and Palestinians (1994) and
may be reached at sbahour@palnet.com.

Sam is a Palestinian-American based in Al-Bireh/Ramallah, Palestine.
He is a freelance business consultant operating as Applied Information
Management (AIM), specializing in business development with a
niche focus on the information technology sector and start-ups.  Sam
was instrumental in the establishment of the Palestine
Telecommunications Co. (PALTEL) and the PLAZA Shopping Center
and until recently served as a Board of Trustees member at Birzeit
University and was the University’s treasurer.  He is a Director at the
Arab Islamic Bank and a founding Board member of the community
foundation Dalia Association.  Sam writes frequently on Palestinian
affairs and has been widely published.  Sam is co-editor of HOME-
LAND: Oral History of Palestine and Palestinians and may be reached
at sbahour@palnet.com and his work may be found at www.epales-
tine.com.
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EU calls for Jordan River rehabilitation
(JTA) - The European Parliament passed a resolution calling on

Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority to work together to reha-
bilitate the Jordan River. 

The resolution passed last week marks the first time that the par-
liament of the European Union has called upon the leaders in the
region to address the state of the Jordan River. 

It called the river “a cultural landscape of universal significance
which has great historic, symbolic, religious, environmental, agri-
cultural and economic importance in the Middle East and beyond.”

The measure also said that Israel, Jordan and Syria have diverted
an estimated 98 percent of the river’s freshwater resources. 

The resolution called on Israel, Jordan and the Palestinian Authority
to establish with the support of the European Union a Jordan River
Basin Commission. It also stressed that “the issue of water manage-
ment, and particularly the fair distribution of water in keeping with
the needs of all the people living in the region, is of the utmost
importance for lasting peace and stability in the Middle East.” 

It said that “the Palestinian population in the West Bank faces seri-
ous water shortages,” and “Palestinian farmers are seriously affected
by the lack of water for irrigation, which stems from the use of most
of the water in question by Israel and by Israeli settlers in the West
Bank,” and that “the availability of sufficient water resources is
essential to the viability of a future Palestinian State.” 



By MYRON LOVE
With Yom Tov and the annual Israel Bonds/Jewish National Fund

High Holidays campaign just past, this seems to be a good time to
remind ourselves why it is important for us to show our support for
Israel.

For the Jewish people, the obvious answer is that Israel is both our
ancestral homeland (despite Arab assertions to the contrary) and
because it is the only majority Jewish nation state in the world. I
believe it was Ben-Gurion’s vision of a Jewish state as a normal coun-
try like any other with Jewish policemen and Jewish criminals. 

No, Israel isn’t perfect (what country is?), but its standards of justice
and human rights are light years ahead of most other countries in the
world. And it is the only country in the world where Jews in distress
in their adopted lands can be guaranteed a welcome and security.

But there are two other very important reasons why not only Jews
but people of good will, people who believe in justice and tolerance
and our Western way of life, should be standing up for the State of
Israel. First of all, Israel is on the front lines in imperialistic, expan-
sionist, triumphalist Islam’s war against the West. 

It is a war that many in the West (including, it seems, the current
president of the United States) refuse to acknowledge despite more
than 20 years of Islamic extremist attacks worldwide (including
Russia, China, India and even several Moslem countries). The people
of Israel don’t have that luxury and Israel is threatened on both its
northern and southern borders by heavily armed extremist Islamic
armies pledged to its destruction, and seemingly just champing at the
bit to attack. In the background arming these groups stands imperial-

istic Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s Iran which is also pushing headlong to
build nuclear weapons that the “president” of Iran threatens to use first
against Israel.

The second issue is a matter of simple justice. Speaking for myself, I
have always had an abhorrence for blatant injustice and double stan-
dards. Israel has long been pilloried by the world community (and
especially so over the last three years) – represented by the United
Nations – for imaginary “war crimes” and “crimes against humanity”
whenever the nation attempts to defend its citizens. No other country
in the world (with the exception perhaps of Serbia), no matter how
heinous its crimes, is ever called to account for its actions. Turkey, for
example, recently killed several hundred Kurds and used poison gas
on some of them. There was not a word of criticism at the United
Nations. No trade unions or university groups are calling for boycotts
of Turkey.

But nine Turks are killed by Israeli soldiers defending themselves
from attack and politicians and media all over the world condemn
Israel for “war crimes” even before they know the facts of the incident.

If you wonder why so many other countries are so eager to jump all
over Israel, the obvious answer is that focusing on Israel’s presumed
“crimes” distracts from the much worse actions of many other coun-
tries. And, of course, for many in the Moslem world, a Jewish state in
their midst is anathema.

My hope for this coming year is that more and more people begin to
take off their blinders and look beyond the lies to what is really going
on in the world.

At talks, Israel asked to
extend freeze

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The second round of
direct peace negotiations between Israel and
the Palestinians ended in Egypt with a U.S.
call for Israel to extend its settlements freeze.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas gathered Tuesday with U.S.
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton in the resort
town of Sharm el-Sheik.

The three leaders met individually with
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak before
holding a three-way meeting. 

A private meeting between Netanyahu and
Abbas, though not on the day’s schedule, was
reported to have taken place after the lunch
break.

“We think it makes sense to extend the
moratorium, especially given that the talks
are moving in a constructive direction,” U.S.
Mideast envoy Mitchell told reporters at the
end of the meetings.

Mitchell added that the Obama administra-
tion realizes “this is a politically sensitive
issue in Israel.”

Following Tuesday’s meetings, the talks will
move to Jerusalem. Clinton is expected to
participate.

Israel and the Palestinians have not been
able to agree on which issues to tackle first,
with Israel calling for discussing security and
Palestinian recognition of Israel as a Jewish
state, and the Palestinians wanting to discuss
final borders.

A major topic of discussion was expected to
be Israel’s West Bank construction freeze,
which is set to expire at the end of the month.

The Palestinians have said they will bolt the
talks should any construction begin again in
the settlements. 

Netanyahu has been seeking creative ways
to avoid lifting the freeze completely, includ-
ing limiting construction to a small number of
structures, and possibly only in settlements
that are certain to remain in Israeli hands fol-
lowing a peace agreement.

On Monday during a flight from
Washington to Egypt, Clinton said the Obama
administration has called on Israel to extend
the building moratorium.

U.S. reportedly pushing
three-month freeze extension

JERUSALEM (JTA) - The Obama administra-
tion reportedly suggested that Israel extend its
current settlement freeze for three months,
which Israel appears to have rejected. 

U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Rodham
Clinton made the suggestion Wednesday
night during her meeting in Jerusalem with
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas, according to reports
Thursday citing the the London-based Arabic
newspaper Asharq Al Awsat. 

In a statement issued to Israeli media
Thursday morning, the Prime Minister’s
Office said, “We do not comment on the
content of negotiations. The position of Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu regarding the
time period allotted in advance for the West
Bank settlement freeze is well known, and
has not changed.” 

In the days leading up to the opening of
direct negotiations between Israel and the
Palestinians, Netanyahu had stated that
building will continue in West Bank settle-
ments after the 10-month moratorium is lifted
Sept. 26. 

He later back-
tracked, saying con-
struction could be
limited in scope. 

Abbas accepted
Clinton’s suggestion,
Asharq Al Awsat
reported. 

The suggestion
reportedly proposed
that once the bor-
ders of the new
Palestinian state are
set during those
three months, Israel
could resume build-
ing in areas that will
remain under its
control. 

In a briefing about
the meetings on
Wednesday night,
U.S. Mideast envoy

George Mitchell confirmed that settlements
and the moratorium had been discussed,
although he would not release details. 

“We believe that these negotiations, having
begun and having moved very quickly to seri-
ous and substantive discussions, should con-
tinue,” Mitchell said. 

“And that has been and remains our policy.
We recognize that there are serious issues
and challenges that are highly sensitive polit-
ically for both parties and for both leaders.
We have and do encourage them to engage
directly on those issues, and we join with
them to share our views on how best to deal
with them.” 

Comment
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Compiled by BERNIE BELLAN

From the Sept. 26, 1930 issue:
Jews Flee Germany Fearing Anti-Semitic Trouble

Berlin (J.T.A)- A large number of Jews from various parts of Germany,
especially from Bavaria, are leaving for Holland, Switzerland and other
nearby countries, fearing serious anti-Jewish developments as a result
of the great election victory of the Hitlerites, German provincial press
reports. The papers add, however, that the flight of the Jews is due to
over anxiety because thus far there have been no attacks on the Jews.

A number of Hitlerites who raised the cry of “Down with the Jews”
in the streets of Berlin were badly injured in a clash that followed.
Their injuries were too severe to be attended to by a first aid station
and they were taken to the nearest hospital which happened to be
Jewish institutions, where they were immediately operated on by
Jewish physicians and are now resting a ward with Jewish patients.

From the September 26, 1940 issue:
Rome Against Jerusalem

Mussolini, like Hitler, opened war against humanity with a wicked
drive against the Jews. The prologue to a world massacre, as in
Germany, was a cold program against the Jews. It was not so intense
in Italy, because there had been no anti-Semitism in the country. After
the Nazi horrors began, Italy received many of the Jewish victims. The
Jews were in Rome, Mussolini once remarked, before Christianity was
born, so he welcomed them. He gave the Jews facilities to carry on
work in the country; he even admitted Jewish students  from German
and Polish universities into Italian universities without tuition fees. The
Jewish population in the country increased, and with it Jewish popu-
larity. Mussolini himself, it is known, looked upon Hitler’s racial war
against the Jews as absurd, as a cruel joke…

But the partnership in wickedness tightened. Suddenly a decree to
expel Jews from public life, universities, from the medical and law
professions, from trade and industry. A wave of Jewish suicides,
including a general and a number of other men of high military rank.

It shocked the Italian people.
It was so cruel, inhuman. But the rule of brute force forbids pity, and

decent feeling was stamped out. A decree was issued prohibiting
mercy and kindness; there must be no compassion. Active assistance
to the Jewish victims became a punishable crime. Thus, the cold
pogroms against the Jews preceded the bloody pogroms on other
nations. 

From the Sept. 21, 1950 issue:
Peretz School Opening Oct. 1

The dedication ceremony of the I. L. Peretz school will take place on
Sunday, Oct. 1, at 11 a.m. on the east side of Aikins street, between
Inkster and Polson avenue.

Mayor Garnet Coulter will open the new edifice, and Rabbi Arthur
Chiel will pronounce the benediction.

“Y” Facilities Tops in Wpg.
The new YMHA-Community-Centre, expected to cost in the neigh-

borhood of $600,000, will provide the now-cramped Y with the latest
in athletic and international facilities, capable of “handling” 2,000
persons a day.

Two stories high with a full basement, the 200 bby 120-foot edifice
of brick, stone and glass also will make available for community use
meeting rooms, offices for organization and a 500-seat auditorium
fully equipped for lectures, dramatics, movies, meetings, socials and
other functions.

From the Sept. 22, 1960 issue:
Israeli Chapter Presents ‘Seesaw’

In the tradition of theatre in New York, Chicago and Los Angeles,
Israeli chapter, Hadassah, will sponsor the premier performance of the
Broadway stage hit, “Two for the Seesaw”, to be presented by PACE,
Wednesdeay, Oct. 19.

This unusual play about a lonely Jewish girl in New York, stars Miss
Lilian Lewis Samuels, who starred in Guys and Dolls and Pajama
Game. Co-starring is Gordon Pinsent, well-known Toronto actor. Miss
Lewis is a member of Israeli chapter.

From the Sept. 24, 1970 issue:
U.S. May Intervene in Jordanian Crisis

New York (JTA) – Civil war continues in Jordan, its outcome still in
doubt, as it became clear that the United States was considering an
intervention to save King Hussein’s shaky regime if it appeared to be
threatened by outside forces. The picture that emerged from JTA dis-
patches compiled in various capitals over the week-end was one of
violent flux into which Israel, other Arab states, the U.S. and the Soviet
Union could be drawn. In jeopardy in Amman are 450 Americans,
including 40 attached to the U.S. Embassy...

The International Red Cross team in Amman reported that it had no
contact with the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine terrorists
who are locked in battle with King Hussein’s forces. 

The Dedication
Last Sunday, Sept. 20th, 1970, at the Maariv Service, the Rosh Pina

Congregation witnessed a beautiful ceremony. The event was the ded-
ication of three beautiful stained glass chapel windows, in memory of
the late Frank Billinkoff.

From the Sept. 24, 1980 issue:
Lubavitch Centre Dedication Service
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Sukkot Sunday

Celebrate the holiday of Sukkot at the Rady JCC’s fun-filled family celebration.

Sukkot 
Sunday 
FAMILY HOLIDAY

PROGRAM

123 Doncaster Street.    477-7510    www.radyjcc.com

Visit 
to the 

Sukkah 

Welcome
to

Eco Shift
www.eco-shift.ca

Guest 
Performer:

The legendary
“Junkman”

Donald Knaack
Entertaining workshop for families 

featuring “Junk Music”

Sunday,
Sept.26

11:00am -1:00pm
Multi-Purpose Room

Rady JCC

Ice 
Cream 

Bar 

NO ADMISSION
CHARGE

Everyone is welcome

Looking back in the pages of The Jewish Post

(Cont. on page 25. See “Looking Back”.)

GORDON PINSENT
LILIAN LEWIS (SAMUELS)
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Community news

Lubavitch of Winnipeg will be staging a
dedication ceremony for its new centre, in
the Garden City area. Although Lubavitch
has been an active force on the Winnipeg

Jewish scene for several years, it has recently experienced consider-
able expansion. From a modest beginning its projects have blossomed
into a wide array of activities.

Jewish Education Board Urges Financial Support by Province
The government of Manitoba should offer “full support of ethnic

schools,” the superintendent of the Winnipeg Board of Jewish
Education told a press conference here on Monday.

Baruch Rand, who began work for the newly-constituted central
school board on August 1, said that the Jewish community regrets that
this province has not been more generous in allotting aid to private
schools, and to Jewish schools in particular.

From the Sept. 26, 1990 issue:
Scharansky coming to Winnipeg

Natan Scharansky is coming to Winnipeg in November.
The worldfamous Soviet Jewry activist and former prisoner of con-

science will speak at Shaarey Zedek Synaoguge on November 24,
during a whirlwind tour of Canadian Jewish communities for
Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev.

One million Soviet Jews expected to come to Israel by 1992
Jerusalem (JTA)- A million Soviet Jews will arrive in Israel by the end

of 1992, Jewish Agency Chairman Simcha Dinitz forecast Sept. 17.
Dinitz disclosed that Israel has already validated more than a mil-

lion requests for Soviet Jews for family reunification, which have been
submitted to the Soviet authorities.

Iraq now said to have missiles tipped with chemical warheads
Tel Aviv (JTA) – Iraq has dramatically enhanced its chemical warfare

capability in the last few weeks since its invasion of Kuwait, accord-
ing to a report Sept. 17 in the Israeli daily Ha’aretz.

From the Sept. 27, 1990 issue:
Peace talks turn more intense as prospects dim for deal

New York (JTA)- Despite a flurry of diplomatic activity, Israeli and
Palestinian leaders are sounding increasingly downbeat about the
prospects for peace. Repeatedly last week, the two sides traded accusa-
tions, blaming each other for the lack of progress that has marked talks
since the failure of July’s Camp David summit. “No movement in the
Palestinian position is perceptible, and therefore it is not yet clear if
there is a partner on the other side who is ready” to reach an agreement,
Israeli Priem Minister Ehud Barak said in a statement September 18.

Columnn on Torah needed
I am writing to you on a topic that is important to me: namely, pub-

lishing a weekly column on the weekly Torah reading, Parashat
HaShauva…

Couldn’t local rabbis share their wisdom with us? There are so many
moral and ethical lessons we can learn…

I look forward to a Torah column in your
paper.
LIBBY SMOLACK
Winnipeg

Ed. Note: It wasn’t long after this letter was
received that Rabbi Avrohom Altein began
writing his regular Parshat Ha’Shavua col-
umn…Interesting, isn’t it, how a letter to the
editor was the catalyst for something that has
now become a regular feature in our paper.

We are seniors
By HARRY L. WARREN C.F.P.

What are some of the problems that con-
front seniors today?

I plan to address some of these problems
in this and subsequent articles.

Too much month at the end of the
money? Many seniors are trying to live on
the interest on their capital so that they can
pass this on as yerusha to their children
and grandchildren. But in today’s low
interest environment that presents a prob-
lem. From the interest they must then live

on their after tax spendable income. It’s not what we earn that mat-
ters, it’s what is left over after we have paid the tax man.

Lets look at some of the possible investment strategies:
No risk G.I.C’s (Guaranteed Interest Certificates). You could shop

around and possibly receive three percent interest, locked in for five
years. Capital could be protected under the provisions of The
Canada Deposit Corporation (within certain  limits). You could use
the ladder technique to invest only one fifth of your capital, each
year for the next five years, thereby taking advantage (possibly) of
fluctuating interest rates.

Annuities which guarantee you and your partner (if this applies) a
lifetime income, with certain benefits to your family if both you and
your partner, should both pass on within a prescribed guaranteed
period. (This will be more adequately described in a future issue)

Bonds, including Government of Canada, Provincial, Municipal
or Corporate Bonds. You are creating interest income which is taxed
at maximum rates. But you may have, under certain circumstances
availability of emergency capital. The risk factor would be greatest
with corporate bonds.

Preferred Shares in a corporation. This would carry a higher
degree of risk than Government of Canada Bonds, but could have a
larger regular payout.

Commercial real estate could be a good long term investment, but
are you prepared to accept the risks and responsibility that comes
with complete or partial ownerships, or cash calls for unexpected
repairs?  You could have the temporary advantage of The Capital
Cost Allowance to shelter all or a portion of your income.

Common stock that pays a regular dependent dividend income,
preferably from a blue chip corporation. This has the advantages of
a reduced rate of tax because of The Dividend Tax Credit, and the
possibility of capital gains. On the latter you pay tax on only fifty
percent of your gains. This carries a great deal of risk, but this could
be reduced by proper diversification.

These are but a few of the possibilities that you could discuss with
your financial advisors. The ideal plan for you may be a combina-
tion of one or more of these investment choices.

Looking Back
(Cont. from page 24.)

Visit our website:
www.chesedshelemes.org

E-mail us at:
chesed@mts.net

Visit our website
chesedshelemes.org

For information on Jewish funeral
practices and current funeral
services in our community

Add your name to our e-mail list to
receive notifications of funerals and
community news

Make a donation in honour of a
loved one

Contact us
204.582.5088
chesed@mts.net

We are currently looking to hire men and women as 
Shomrim at Chesed Shel Emes.

These are paid positions.

Part of our tradition is to have the deceased attended at all times.
Having a fellow Jew recite Psalms (Tehillim) is believed to be a
comfort to the departing soul.
We provide Shmira for every deceased person while in our care.

We have a number of positions available for Shomrim.
Shifts are varied and flexible.
Ability to read Hebrew is not a prerequisite. 
Training is provided.

If you are interested in applying for one of these 
part time positions, please reply by e-mail 

to rena@chesedshelemes.org



By LINDA MOREL 
NEW YORK (JTA) - While most people equate Sukkot with autumn

vegetables, I picture the holiday as a tea party. Among Jews who build
sukkahs, the evening meal is the most popular time to gather inside
these modern-day harvest huts. 

Because temperatures often dip at night, I much prefer spending
afternoon hours inside a sukkah with a favorite book. As sunlight dap-
ples its pages, I enjoy nibbling cookies and sipping a cup of tea. 

Held at the end of the growing season, Sukkot began in ancient
Israel as a harvest festival. Just before the crops were gathered, Jews
erected huts adjacent to the edges of their fields and lived inside for a
week. In Hebrew, one of these dwellings was called a sukkah, and
sukkot evolved into the plural form of this word. Today the holiday is
observed for seven days. 

Even in a world where food is gathered in supermarkets, many Jews
still build sukkahs in their backyards or attach them to one side of their
homes. Sometimes they share a communal sukkah constructed at their
synagogues. 

A contemporary sukkah is a quickly assembled shed made from
wood or other materials. It has a lattice-work roof that supports green-
ery. This allows sunshine and moonlight to filter inside. Its walls are
lined with dangling fall fruits and vegetables whose counterparts are
cooked into recipes consumed during the holiday. 

While people no longer live inside their sukkahs, it is customary,
weather permitting, to eat as many meals as possible inside the huts. 

Since the gap between lunch and dinner falls during the best part of
an autumn day, I suggest throwing a Sunday afternoon tea party dur-
ing Sukkot. It’s a convenient time for those who attend school or go to
work. In many parts of the country, the temperature is likely to be
more cooperative than at night. 

My favorite part of social gatherings revolves around dessert. There’s
nothing better than a generous portion of pastry, preferably home-
made. 

During my childhood, I not only loved sweets, but the gooier and
more chocolate laden the better. But over time I’ve gravitated to
desserts typical of Sukkot celebrations - those composed of baked
fruit. 

What better way to celebrate Sukkot’s agrarian past than with a buf-
fet of seasonal pastries beckoning under an open air roof? 

The following recipe was developed by Linda Morel. 
* * *

APPLE PIE WITH FILLO DOUGH CRUST
(Dairy) 

For those who are afraid to attempt pie crust dough, this pie’s flaky
crust is easy to finesse. 
Filling Ingredients:

4 baking apples, such as Gala, Pink Lady or Cortland
1 teaspoon lemon juice
2 teaspoons sugar
2 teaspoons flour
1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon ground cloves
1/8 teaspoon ground nutmeg
Dash of salt 
Filling Preparation:

Cut apples into wedges. Peel and core wedges. Cut wedges into thin
slices, about 1/8 inch thick. Place slices into a large bowl and add the
remaining Filling Ingredients. With a wooden spoon, gently stir apples
until all ingredients are well incorporated. Cover with plastic wrap
and reserve at room temperature. 
Crust Equipment: 
2 (12-by-16 inch) pieces of parchment paper
1 (10-inch) deep dish pie pan
1 soft-bristled basting brush 
Crust Ingredients:
8 tablespoons unsalted butter, plus more to grease the pan
12 pieces of fillo dough (Use the packaged variety but, if frozen,
defrost it first.)
Optional accompaniment: vanilla ice cream 
Crust Preparation:

In a small saucepan on a low flame, melt 8 tablespoons of butter.
Using the additional butter, coat the pie pan and reserve. 

Place the sheets of fillo dough on a piece of parchment paper. Cover
them with plastic wrap. Then cover the plastic wrap with a clean,
damp kitchen towel. 

Lift 1 sheet of fillo dough and place it on the second piece of parch-
ment paper. Cover the pile of fillo dough with the plastic wrap and
towel each time you remove a sheet of dough. 

Using the basting brush, spread butter over the surface of the first
sheet of fillo dough. Using the instructions above, remove another
sheet of fillo dough and place it over the buttered fillo dough. Brush
the second sheet with butter. When you’ve piled up and buttered 4
pieces of fillo dough, gently lift the pile off the parchment and place
it inside the pie pan. Because the fillo dough will extend beyond the
edge of the pie pan, drape it evenly on both sides. This first pile of fillo
dough will not cover the entire bottom of the pan. 

Repeat this brushing with butter procedure until you’ve made a sec-
ond pile of 4 sheets of fillo dough. Lift this pile off the parchment
paper and place it at right angles to the first pile of sheets inside the
pie pan. 

Repeat this brushing with butter procedure until you’ve made a third
pile of 4 sheets of fillo dough. Lift this pile off the parchment paper

and place it on a
diagonal to the
other 2 piles of fillo
inside the pie pan.
You will have cov-
ered the entire sur-
face of the pie pan. 

Preheat oven to
350 degrees. Spoon
the apple mixture
evenly inside the
pie pan. Fold over
the fillo dough that’s
draped beyond the
pie pan onto the
apples. The folded
dough will not
cover the entire sur-
face of the apples.
Brush the folded
dough surface gen-
erously with melted
butter. 

Place pie inside
oven and bake for
50 minutes, or until
fillo dough browns
and apples are
cooked through.
Cool to warm
before slicing pie.
Serve with vanilla
ice cream, if
desired. Yield: 8
servings 
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Just desserts in the sukkah 



I have always been
blessed with really
wonderful girlfriends
throughout my life.
One such girlfriend
is Lynne Ostrow,
whom I have known
since I was ten years
old. We were back

door neighbors, with my family living on Royal
Avenue and Lynne and her family living on
Forrest Avenue.

About three months after the birth of my broth-
er on May 5th, 1955 my family moved out of our
tiny house on Smithfield Avenue. My uncle
Ronnie Lazar who had lived with us all the while
he attended university had married my beloved
auntie Rhona and they moved to New York. I
would miss them both very much.

We were one of the first houses on Royal
Avenue and, as luck would have it, there were
many Jewish families that moved into the area.
Next door to us were the Gamers whose oldest
daughter Myra, was my age, and of course behind
us were the Ostrows. Eventually my dear friend
Sharron Fisherman (nee Cohen) moved into the
corner house on Royal Crescent. We were, as the
saying goes, “one for all and all for one”.

Since there was construction all around us, as
young as we were, we started several businesses.
The first was that we had our mother make Kool-
Aid and we would have a stand and sell Kool-Aid
to most of the construction workers who didn’t
mind paying two cents a glass for our drinks. We
had what we thought was a gold mine. We were
just racking in the big money. We also started a

baby sitting business where we would baby sit
babies and young children to give their mothers
opportunity to do household chores or maybe
catch up with a friend on the telephone. Lynne
was the organizer of this project and the rest of
us just went along. There was one young child
we babysat for who’s mother used to dress her
up in very warm clothes even in the summer.
We could see the discomfort of this child and
when we got to the park we would slowly take
off some of the warmer clothes to allow this
child to play freely with the other children.
Again Lynne, who was wiser than her years and
had lots of experience with her younger brother
Joel, would once again supervise us and made
sure that the children were well looked after.

One Friday evening I was visiting Lynne when
all of a sudden she looked at me and informed
me that I had the terrible disease of “Psorious”
which I had never heard of in all my short life.
There was no cure for this terrible affliction and
I would eventually die. Oh my G-d my whole
life flashed before my eyes. As I was only 11
years old and still wearing a training bra, I would
never wear a real bra? Would I ever go on a date
and kiss a boy? This was just too terrible to think
that these things would never happen. So I
walked with a lump in my throat back to my
house and there was my Mother in the kitchen
so I had to tell her the bad news. “Lynne said that
I had “presoris” and that I was going to die.
Instead of bursting into tears which was what I
thought that her reaction would be she said:
“Should I make kasha or a kugel for Friday night

dinner?” My ears could not believe what I was
hearing. My thoughts where immediately that
she was of course in denial that her oldest child
was suffering from such a terrible affliction. I
waited patiently for the news to sink in. There
was no change on my mother’s face so I decid-
ed once more to hit her with the news. “Mom,
did you hear that Lynne said I had psorsis and
that I would die from it?” She looked me straight
in the eye and said: “Vos far a misegash is dos?”
(What kind of craziness is that?). After seeing the
tears in my eyes she decided it was time for her
to call the Ostrows and see what had transpired

that sent her eldest
child into tears. It
turned out that there
was no such disease
as “presoris” and that
Lynne had to come
over immediately to
apologize to me. I
wasn’t mad at Lynne I
was just so happy to
find out that I wasn’t
dying and that maybe
soon I would get my
first bra and who
knows - maybe get to
kiss a boy.

As I mentioned ear-
lier, Sharon
Fisherman (née
Cohen) lived down
the street from us on
Royal Crescent. The
Fishermans had a
beautiful recreation
room in their base-
ment and we used to
have parties in those
early years. My sister
Carole Gutkin, (née
Stern) and Sharon’s
brother Johnny Cohen
decided while one of
these parties were on
to spy on us. It was

very popular at that time for people to have
laundry chutes where you could just throw your
dirty laundry down instead of having to walk
downstairs with dirty clothes. Both Carole and
Johnny decided to sneak downstairs going
down the laundry chute so that no one would
see them walking downstairs. Well Johnny had
no trouble getting to the basement thru the laun-
dry chute but my sister Carole unfortunately got
stuck in the chute. There she was just hanging in
mid air. Johnny realized that the situation was
grave and decided that he would have to call for
help to get Carole down from the laundry chute.
Johnny told us the news and we rushed to
Carole’s aid. We got her down from the laundry
chute and after we knew that she was safe,
Sharon and I gave our younger siblings a real
talking to. However that still didn’t put a damper
on the evening and we all still had fun.

My girlfriend Myra and her family moved to
California when we were fifteen years old.

It was such a sad day on Royal Avenue. I can
still see the Gamers station wagon driving down
the street with all of us kids running after the car.
I could see Mrs. Gamer dabbing her eyes with
Kleenex as she was sad to leave her home town
and I am sure that all of the Gamer kids felt the
same way. I would not see Myra for 45 years
after that fateful day, but when we did connect,
the same warm feeling existed for both of us.

Last but never least, I would like to pay trib-
ute to my wonderful girlfriends whose friend-
ship shaped my youth and allowed me to
become the adult that I am today.

Wednesday, September 22, 2010, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   27

Ricki Segal

Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until March 31, 2011)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant

Girlfriends 

By

RICKI SEGAL

One Friday evening I was visiting Lynne when all of a
sudden she looked at me and informed me that I had the

terrible disease of “Psorious” which I had never heard of in
all my short life. There was no cure for this terrible affliction

and I would eventually die. Oh my G-d my whole life
flashed before my eyes. As I was only 11 years old and still

wearing a training bra, I would never wear a real bra?
Would I ever go on a date and kiss a boy?

LYNNE OSTROW, JANICE NARVEY, RICKI
STERN, MYRA GAMER and JUDY SENEN-
SKY. The picture was taken in May of 1958
when the writer was 12 years old.
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Happy Sukkot

REBECCA ZILZ
It is with great sadness

that we announce the
passing of Rebecca Zilz
(nee: Labovitch) of Thou-
sand Oaks, California on
August 11, 2010 at the
age of 91 years. She was
predeceased by Joe, her
loving husband of 57
years. Rebecca is survived
by her three daughters,
Jackie Sunshine, Lynda
(David) Trachtman, and
Joann (Allen) Kepler; her
grandchildren; Louis

(Julie) Sunshine, Sherri (Rick) Sunshine, Marc
(Rebecca) Trachtman, Lisa Trachtman, Gabrielle
Trachtman, Justin Klass, Shelbi Kepler, Ryan Kepler,
and Olivia Kepler; ten great grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Also, she is survived by her two
brothers, Max Labovitch, Irvin (Ruth) Labovitch, sis-
ter-in-law, Fran Labovitch and brother-in-law Mel
Goldenberg. She was predeceased by her parents, Goldy
and Joseph Labovitch, sister, Ethel Ross, and her broth-
ers, Lou (Edith) Labovitch and Jack Labovitch.

Pallbearers were Lisa Trachtman, Gabi Trachtman,
Shelbi Kepler, Olivia Kepler, Allen Kepler, Justin
Klass, Ryan Kepler, Louis Sunshine, Marc Trachtman,
Arnie Lowenstein, and Jeffrey Kaiman. Honorary pall-
bearer was David Trachtman.

Rebecca was born on October 27, 1918 in Winnipeg,
Manitoba. She attended Hebrew school and Kelvin
High School. In her earlier years, Rebecca enjoyed
hurdle jumping and speed skating. Later, Rebecca
enjoyed curling, golfing, knitting and mah jongg. She
belonged to Pioneer Women And was president of
Dvorah Drachler. She loved Yiddishkeit and had a
B’nai Mitzvah at the age of 89.

Since 2003, Rebecca lived at the Grand Oaks As-
sisted Living Facility where she met Fabian Berke, her
companion and friend for the past six years.

She will be deeply missed by her entire family and
many friends. She will always be remembered for her
selflessness, great smile and laugh, positive attitude,
and her love of Judaism and life. She was an inspiration
to everyone who knew her. Donations in her memory
may be made to the charity of your choice.

LILA LUDWIG
It is with profound sad-

ness that we announce the
unexpected passing of
Lila Ludwig on August
29, 2010. Lila was prede-
ceased by her husband
Myer Ludwig who she
lived and loved for 66
years, her son, David
Ludwig and sister Isabel

Zukerman.
Lila, née Leah Karlinsky was born on April 25, 1921

in Novgorod-Sieverak, Russia and came to Canada
with her parents (Mayer and Lena Karlinsky) in 1925
to Winnipeg, Manitoba. In Russia she lived comfort-
ably with her professional parents (mother a dentist and
father a banker). Lila always reminisced about her pets
and the lovely orchard on their property. But as fate
would have it they left Russia in 1925 to settle in
Winnipeg to join other relatives who arrived a few
years earlier. Lila adjusted to her new surroundings and
had many friends. In her late teens, just before the
Second World War broke out she met the man of her
life (Myer). Lila and Myer married just as the war broke
out and Myer signed up with the Canadian Military.
They moved to Red Deer, Alberta near the Canadian
Training Military Base and were there for six years.
Their sons, James and David were born in Red Deer,
Alberta. After the war Lila, Myer and children moved
back to Winnipeg. At that time a numer of post war
teenage refugees came to Winnipeg and Lila found
room in her modest home for five young people origi-
nally from Hungary. It was a very busy time for Lila
and Myer but the young post war people were ever so
grateful and have through the years kept in touch. In
1958 Lila and Myer opened Myers Delicatessen in
River Heights and through the years of hard work they
cultivated a popular place for many families for a good
corned beef sandwich. Once retired at 65, Lila and
Myer would spend long summers at their Winnipeg
Beach cottage with the grandchildren family and friends.

Lila’s last few years were spent at the Sharon Home.
She will be forever missed by her son Jim and Patricia
Ludwig, her grandchildren (Jeffrey, Amy and Heather),
and her nieces, nephews and cousins.

The poet remembered in the Song of Songs that, love
is as strong as death Love is immortal. You are remem-
bered in love. Time changes, everything passes, but
love. Peace abides you. Those who wish to make a
donation can make it to the Myer and Lila Memorial
Fund at the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba
(www.jewishfoundation.org)

DAVID RUBIN
David Rubin affection-

ately known as Spike to
all who knew him, 84
passed away peacefully
on September 3, 2010 at
Poseidon Personal Care
Home in Winnipeg sur-
rounded by family.

David was born to Tillie
and Israel Rubin on No-
vember 4, 1925 in Winni-
peg, MB. David had a love
of adventure and the sea
and joined the Sea Cadets

as a young boy of 12. He volunteered for the Israeli
army and fought in the 1948 War of Independence. His
adventures continued as a member of the Merchant
Marines where he travelled extensively around Europe
and Africa. His love affair with the sea continued as a
purser aboard the CP Steamships, eventually attaining
his navigator license. However, Winnipeg was home
and in the 1950s he returned to work for the Canadian
Pacific Railway, later VIA Rail, working his way up to
the office in the accounting department from which he
retired in 1987. David was an extremely generous man,
always willing to lend a hand to those in need and often
quietly doing so without looking for praise. After his
retirement he was an active volunteer driver for the
CNIB. When he was no longer able to drive, he contin-
ued to volunteer with the organization, often being the
first to step in and help with any fundraising assistance
they needed. He also took his duties as a member of the
Masonic Temple of Winnipeg quite seriously, moving
up the ranks quickly, but always remaining humble.
David always paid attention to those who were ill and
ensured they were visited and sent flowers.

Predeceased by his parents and sister Eva, he is
survived by his brother Harold (Sandra) of Winnipeg,
Lillian (Jordan) of Seattle as well as several nieces,
nephews, great-nieces, great-nephews and many friends.
Funeral services were held Monday, September 6, 2010
at the Hebrew Sick Cemetery with Rabbi Lander and
Cantor Smolak officiating. Pallbearers were Charles,
Evan and Tyler Rubin, Eduard and Vlad Ryabinov and
Henry Goldfeld. Honourary pallbearers were Jordan
Cohen, Sam Ryabinov, and Samuel Singer.

The family would like to thank the doctors and nurses
at Victoria General Hospital as well as the amazingly
dedicated staff and volunteers at Poseidon Personal
Care Home. In lieu of flowers, please consider a dona-
tion to the CNIB of Winnipeg.

Deadline for the
October 6 issue of

The Jewish Post & News
is noon

Friday, October 1

BERY ROSENBLOOM
Peacefully with his wife

beside him, Bery (Beryl)
Rosenbloom passed away
at age 87 on August 27,
2010 at Poseidon Personal
Care Centre.

Born February 10, 1923
in Piotrkow-Trybulnalsk,
Poland, he was the only
survivor of his family; as
his parents, sister and two
brothers were murdered
by the Nazis and their
willing collaborators. Be-
fore WWII, Bery appren-

ticed as a tailor. He was also a dedicated member of
Zionist Youth Organization (BUNDT). His immense
devotion and love for his family sustained him, but their
loss caused him lifelong pain and regret.

During the war, Bery was first in a Forced Labour
camp in eastern Poland but escaped and returned to
Piotrkow. There, from 1942 to November 1944, he was
in a Forced Labour at a glass factory. In 1944 when the
camp was liquidated, most of the slave labourers were
deported to Germany but again Bery escaped, and hid
in the forests until Liberation in January 1945.

When Bery left Poland to join many other survivors
in Displaced Persons (DP) Camp, along the way, he met
Sally who would become his future bride. By chance
they both arrived in Farenwald DP Camp, Germany
where they later married on September 3, 1946.

In 1948, Bery and Sally immigrated to Canada and
settled in Winnipeg. The next 10 years Bery worked a
sewing machine in various garment factories. From
home he perfected his skills as a superb tailor. Bery and
his wife then owned a grocery store in Brooklands for
10 years. After operating two hotels for some years, he
finally retired at age 65 to enjoy a well earned life of
leisure.

Bery enjoyed travelling; especially winter vacations
to Hawaii, Miami and Phoenix; gardening; woodwork-
ing; sewing; puttering at his workbench; art and muse-
ums; and listening to Yiddish and Cantorial music.

His greatest love was his family and he cherished the
time with his wife of 64 years, his children grandchil-
dren, and his great granddaughter. He was a devoted,
loving and caring family man. He is survived by his
wife Sally, children Morley (Mary Ann); Judy (Mark
Searle); grandchildren Tobi (Dan Leveille); Ben; Erin
and David Searle; and great granddaughter Anne.

Funeral service was held August 30, 2010 at Congre-
gation Etz Chayim with interment at Bnay Abraham
Cemetery. Pall Bearers were grand children Ben, David
and Dan, son-in-law Mark Searle, and friends Paul
Gerstein, Grant Zipursky, and Cary Rubenfeld.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of the late

BERYL (BERY) ROSENBLOOM
wish to thank family and friends for their

kind support, sympathy cards, Shiva meals,
visits and generous donations.  Your

thoughtfulness will always be remembered.
Please accept this as your personal thanks.

Sally Rosenbloom and Family
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 22
The family of the late

MUSIE
GUTKIN

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, September 26, 2010
at 10:30 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

Unveiling

The family of the late
MICHAEL

ELKIN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, October 3, 2010
at 3:30 p.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

In loving memory of
Mrs. TOBY

(Teibel) BINDER
who passed away
October 12, 1968
20 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed in the hearts
of her daughter-in-law,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

— Forever remembered with joy by son Tim and sadly missed by
daughter-in-law Nina, grandsons David and Gabriel (and wife
Rebeka), and great grandchildren Johnathan and AnnaRuth
whom they never knew.

GABRIEL BOXER
who passed away
October 8, 1968

16 days in Tishrei
2nd day Sukkos

ANNIE BOXER
who passed away
October 3, 1977

21 days in Tishrei
Hoshana Rabba

In loving memory of the late

In Memoriam
7th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
ELEANOR

CHOCHINOV
who passed away
October 17, 2003
21 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren, and
family.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
SAM FLEISHER

who passed away
September 28, 1988

17 Days in Tishrei, 5749
— Sadly missed and forever
remembered by his children
Miriam and Wil, daughter in
law Doreen, and grand-
children Zach, Ben, Gideon
and Raisa.

In Memoriam
15th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
WILLIAM (BILL)
GREENFIELD

who passed away
October 13, 1995

19 days in Tishrei, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Libby,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
23rd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
TABL GUNER

who passed away
October 9, 1987

16 days in Tishrei
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FLORENCE

GUNN
who passed away
October 9, 1998

19 days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
5th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In loving memory of
BEN LUNGEN

who passed away
October 5, 2009

17 days in Tishrei
— Deeply missed and lovingly
remembered and by his
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
1st Yahrzeit In Memoriam

5th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest

mother and grandmother
EVA (CHAVA)
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
October 22, 2005
19 Days in Tishrei

Though absent, you are always
near.
We light a candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of
SLUVA

POLLOCK
who passed away
October 7, 1982

20 Days in Tishrei
— Sadly missed and
always remembered by her
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SYLVIA

POLLOCK
who passed away
October 1, 1993

16 Days in Tishrei
— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather
ALEX POSNER

who passed away
October 8, 1968

16 Days in Tishrei
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SHEILA

SELLERS
who passed away
October 24, 2000
25 Days in Tishrei

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

PHYLLIS CHOCHINOV
On August 18, 2010 Phyllis Chochinov passed away

at Middlechurch Home at the age of 88. Her husband
Saul and her brothers Emby and Ted Velin predeceased
her. She leaves behind her brother Louis Velin and
many nieces and nephews.

Phyllis was a lifetime member of Pioneer Women.
She loved her backyard garden and was a wonderful
cook. She will always be remembered for her lovely
tortes, beautifully decorated cakes and her intricate
needlepoint pictures. Throughout her life she travelled
with her beloved husband. They spent their lives to-
gether enjoying the world, travelling throughout the
United States, Europe and going on cruises.

The family would like to extend their gratitude to all
the wonderful staff at Middlechurch Home who cared
for her over the last four years. Funeral services were
held August 20, 2010 at the Rosh Pina cemetery,
officiated by Cantor Tracy Kasner Greaves. Pallbears
were her nephews Perry, Barry and Bryon Chochinov,
Marty Emanuel, Ben Goldstein and Peter Mendelson.

Unveiling

The family of the late
CELIA

HORNSTEIN
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a plaque

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Sunday, October 3, 2010
at 10:15 a.m.

at the
Rosh Pina Memorial Park
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In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of
RONNIE SEGAL

who passed away
October 17, 2008
18 Days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by her children
and grandchildren.

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM

SILVERBERG
who passed away

September 22, 1980
12 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
sister.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
FAY YARMAN

who passed away
September 21, 1994
16 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving nieces,
nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great-great niece
and nephews.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 29
In Memoriam

In loving memory of
JOSEPH M.

BENDER
who passed away
October 3, 1991

25 Days in Tishrei
—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by his loving
children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and
family.

CLARA CUTLER
who passed away
October 8, 2002

2 Days in Cheshvan, 5763
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her son,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

mother and grandmother

In Memoriam
In loving memory of our dear

father and grandfather

BEN CUTLER
who passed away
October 1, 1983

24 Days in Tishrei, 5744
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by his son,
daughter-in-law and grand-
children.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SIDNEY

GOODMAN
who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In loving memory of
MORRIS

(MOISHE)
LEVINE

who passed away
October 8, 1993

23 Days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered by
Allan and Marcia.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ANNA

MOSCOVITCH
who passed away
October 19, 2006
28 Days in Tishrei

—  Always remembered and
sadly missed by her husband,
children, grandchildren and
family.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
RAY RUDELIER

who passed away
October 26, 1981

28 Days in Tishrei, 5742
— Ever remembered and
sadly missed by her loving
children, grandchildren, and
great-grandchildren.

26th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
ABRAHAM

SEGAL
who passed away
October 18, 1984
22 Days in Tishrei

Already twenty-six years have
passed since you left us. Our
sorrow will forever be as great
as the day you were taken from
us and your memory shall never
be forgotten in the hearts of
your daughter, Edna, son-in-
law Hy, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
MEIR CHAIM

SHPAN
who passed away
October 5, 1999

25 Days in Tishrei
— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife, son
and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BESSIE

(ABELLS)
STRONGER

who passed away
September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Marcy, Michael and Zoa and
Lyle and the rest of her family.
May your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
HYMIE (CHAIM)

TELCHEN
who passed away
October 30, 1986
28 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered, loved
and missed by his nieces and
nephews, relatives and
friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
CYRIL

ZELICKSON
who passed away
October 11, 2004
26 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by family and
friends.

In loving memory of
CHARLES

BOYCE
who passed away

September 25, 2007
— Remembered daily, missed
deeply and forever loved
Geraldine, Richard, Kenny
and Alex and family.

In Memoriam

3rd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
BELLE DAITER

who passed away
October 5, 2004
20 days Tishrei

— Sadly remembered and
always loved by her husband,
Zenith, daughters, brother and
their families.

6th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
EVA

MICFLIKIER
who passed away
October 17, 1998
27 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
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Torah comment

For more information please call 694-3332.

C L A S S I F I E D S
Classified ad rates: $13.00 per column inch. Minimum charge, $13.00. For
advertisers outside Winnipeg, $15.00 per column inch, minimum charge $15.00.
One column inch equals about 15 to 20 words. Discounts available for ads placed
more than 26 weeks. Payment can be made over the phone or in writing, using
your VISA or MASTERCARD.

ASPHALT REPAIR
D.S.S. Driveway Sealcoat

Service

Asphalt Driveways & Lots

Asphalt over Cement

Sealcoating & Hot

rubberize crack fill

Landscaping & small

cement jobs

Free estimates

334-2024

R E A L  E S T A T E

ADVANCED REALTY
Buy or sell through me and

receive Air Miles

Joyce Rykiss
925-7999

e-mail address: jrykiss@mts.net

P R O F E S S I O N A L S

Bus.   339-6969
Fax.   339-2717
Res.   334-7086

Certified General Accountant

PHILIP KAHANOVITCH
B. Comm. (Hon), M.B.A., C.G.A.

• Accounting •Auditing

•Tax •Data Processing

212-2211 McPhillips St.

Winnipeg, MB R2V 3M5

FOR RENT

TIFFANY TOWERS
 1179 GRANT

Large 1 bdr, 2 bdr and
Penthouse suites across

from Grant Park S.C.
includes all util. & laundry.

Balc., pool, heated undergrd.
parking, on bus route.

Contact
453-5178

CALL
WINNIPEG SALVAGE &

WASTE
for all your junk removal

needs.

952-1455

JUNK REMOVAL

ALWAYS READY TO HELP
CALL HARVEY FINEMAN

• home contents sales
• consignment sales

• garage sales
• appraisals

488-0647 or
 cel  951-1552

S A L E S  &  A P P R A I S A L S

Rosh Pina Coop
133 Matheson
Senior Home

elevator, balcony
all utilities inc. with rent

Park like setting
Rent only $655.00
3 rm (1 bed) apt.

Astroid Mgt.
338-4671   Ext. 2227

Piano, Guitar & Voice
Studio

 Students Ages 4 and Up
Over 30 Years of Musical

Excellence
Linden Woods. 489-9048.

rpeart@mts.net
Registered piano teacher,

Concert artists.

MUSIC LESSONS

Advertise  in
The Jewish Post &

News
Call 694-3332

for information.

By RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN
Israel has a tough time dealing with criticism and unrelenting pres-

sure leveled against it by the international community. And now the
Obama administration is exerting its own pressure on Israel.  One of
the most contentious issues is the problem of Palestinian refugees.

It is not easy for Jews, a nation that prides itself in maintaining high
ethical standards, to be labeled as a nation that is not tolerant of
refugees. The key to dealing with this kind of criticism is to be found
in the Yom-Tov of Sukkot that we celebrate this week.

We celebrate this Yom-Tov by moving out of our homes into temporary
shelters. A Sukkah is not kosher if it provides protection from rain. It is
primarily an overhead shade from sunlight, surrounded by at least three
walls. The Sukkah recalls the miracle of G-d’s cloud covering that led the
Jews on their sojourn out of Egypt, through the Sinai Desert to Israel. The
cloud led the way and gave direction when they traveled and it gave
them protection from the hot desert sun when they pitched camp.

But that is all bygone history. Why would we contemporary Jews of
the 21st Century leave our comfortable homes and eat our meals in a
Sukkah? It doesn’t make it any easier, living in a climate where it is wet
and sometimes very cold at this time of the year. We certainly have no
need to shield ourselves from a hot sun.

The answer is that the journey through the desert is not just old his-
tory; it is our current state of affairs. The Torah’s commentaries explain
that the 42 campsites in which the Jews stayed during their travels

through the desert parallel the many different lands in which Jews
have resided since being exiled from Israel by the Romans. Just as it
was in the desert, we Jews have found temporary shelters and oases in
various countries but after a while we have always had to move on.

Jews have been subjected to horrible persecutions in almost every
country. The story of Jewish survival is an unending story of miracu-
lous divine protection. We Jews have survived by living in the “shade”
and shelter of G-d’s own Sukkah. This theme is expressed very force-
fully in the words of our daily prayers “G_d: Spread over us your
Sukkah of peace and protect us from harm.”

In conclusion: All Jews, wherever they live, are refugees. Our real
home is Israel from where we were displaced by our tormentors. We
have never reconciled ourselves to being homeless because we
always kept the fundamental Jewish belief that we will one day return
to Israel. So we are a nation of displaced persons.

All Jews, both religious and secular, always recognized that the peo-
ples that inhabited the land of Israel ever since our exile have lived in
our land and have displaced us. That was the motivating force that
drove Jews to return to Israel and reestablish it in recent times. For
some strange reason, Jews are no longer saying this aloud. Instead, we
echo the thoughts of our detractors when we assume that the modern
Jew has burst into someone else’s homeland and forcefully ejected
others from the land.

That is the “Big Lie”, twisting around reality, with no recognition of his-
torical fact.  Jews must say loud and clear, just as Israel’s Prime Minister
said last year with great pride, that Israel is not a creation of the Balfour
Declaration. Israel existed since G-d promised the Land to our forefather
Abraham and since Joshua led us there. We Jews are the true refugees.

The Sukkah that we build is a reflection of the divine Sukkah that
gives us shelter in our journey back home. And the holiday of Sukkot
is the time to recognize that with G-d’s protection we will survive and
be well both materially and spiritually, until we all come “home” in
the ultimate Redemption.

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Wednesday, Sept. 22 Erev Sukkat Candles: 7:09 Mincha: 7:05. Thursday, Sept 23 Schacharit: 9:30

Mincha: 7:05 Candles: 7:59. Shabbat Sept. 24/25 Candles: 7:04 Mincha: 7:00 Schacharit: 9:30
Mincha: 7:00 Shabbat ends at 7:59.

Sunday Morning service: 9:00. Weekday Morning services: 8:00. Evening services Sunday-
Tuesday: 7:00.

Sept. 29/30 Yom Tov (Shemini Atzeret) Candles: 6:53 Mincha: 6:50 Shacharit: 9:30.
Sept. 30/Oct. 1 Simchat Torah Mincha: 6:50 Candles: 7:44 Hakafot: 8:00 Schacharit: 9:30.
Shabbat Oct. 1/2 Candles: 6:49 Mincha: 6:45 Schacharit: 9:30 Mincha: 6:45 Shabbat ends: 7:44.

Evening services: October 3-7: 6:40. Oct. 8/9 Rosh Chodesh Cheshvan. 
The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford and McGregor offers traditional

Orthodox services in an informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is saying kad-
dish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, Sept. 24 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 7:04 p.m.

Sukkot day 2.
Saturday, Sept. 25 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:59

p.m. Sunday, Sept. 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Monday, Sept. 27 - Tuesday, Sept. 28 - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 29 Erev Shemini Azeret - morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.
Candle lighting 6:53 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 30 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Yizkor - Shemini Atzeret
- Evening service 6:00 p.m. Simchat Torah Celebration 7:00 pm. Candle lighting 7:44 p.m.

Friday, October 1 - morning service 9:00 a.m., evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 6:51
p.m. Simchat Torah.

Saturday, October 2 - Bereishit - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat
ends 7:54 p.m. Sunday, October 3 - morning service 9:00 a.m.

Monday, October 4-Thursday, October 7 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening service 6:00
p.m.Thursday, October 7 - Women’s League Opening Program 7:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our website or call the synagogue office. 
Wednesday, September 22 – Erev Sukkot. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;

Candle Lighting 7:10 p.m. Thursday, September 23 – Sukkot Day 1. Sukkot Service 9:00 a.m.;
Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.

Friday, September 24 – Sukkot Day 2. Sukkot Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 5:30 p.m.; Candle Lighting 7:06
p.m.

Shabbat, September 25 – Chol Hamoed Sukkot. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan
6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 8:04 p.m.

Thursday, September 30 – Shemini Atzeret (including Yizkor)/Erev Simchat Torah. Morning
Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m. followed by Simchat Torah Celebration.

Friday, October 1 – Simchat TorahMorning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 5:30 p.m.; Kabbalat Shabbat Alive! with Keyboard 7:00 p.m.; Candle Lighting 6:51 p.m.

Shabbat, October 2 – Parashat Bereshit. Morning Service 9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.;
Havdallah 7:48 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.; Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m. Daily
Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.; Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30
p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from the same location at 297 Burrows, cor-

ner of Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.
Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov

at 9:00 a.m, and Sunday at 8:30 a.m.
TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 

Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting for Wednesday, Sept. 22, Erev Sukkot at 7:09 p.m. Mincha: 7:05 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 23 - First day of Sukkot: Shacharit : 9:15 a.m. Mincha: 7:05 p.m. Candle lighting

7:59 p.m.
Friday, Sept. 24 - Second day of Sukkot: Shacharit: 9:15 a.m. Candle Lighting Time for Friday, Sept.

24 no later than 7:04 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:05 p.m.
Saturday Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Shabbat Chol Hamoed. Mincha Service at 7:05 p.m.

Shabbat ends at 7:59 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv Services at 6:55 p.m
Candle Lighting Time for Wednesday, September 29, Erev Shemini Atzeret at 6:53 p.m. Mincha

- 6:55 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 30, Shemini Atzeret: Shacharit - 9:15 a.m. Yizkor prior to Musaf service. Mincha

- 6:55 p.m. Hakafot following mincha.
Friday, Oct. 1 - Simchat Torah: Shacharit - 9:15 a.m. Hakafot. Candle Lighting for Friday, Oct. 1

not later than 6:49 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat - 6:50 p.m.
Saturday morning service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Bereisheet. Shabbat Mevarchim.

Mincha - 6:50 p.m. Shabbat ends at 7:44 p.m. Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:40 p.m.
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and everyone is invited to attend.

TEMPLE SHALOM
Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation, 1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: on

Friday, Sept. 24 7:00 p.m. Sukkot lay led by Judith Huebner with Cantor Len Udow preceded by a
pot-luck supper at 6 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 1 7:30 p.m.: Shabbat Service: Simchat Torah led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Saturday, Oct.
2 10:00 a.m.: Tot Shabbat Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria. Saturday, Oct. 2 10:30 a.m.: Torah
Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria

The Sukkah Reflection



Rady JCC Announces First-Ever 
Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture

November 13 – 21
Where can you experience world class musical performances, a comedy show,

compelling author presentations, engaging films plus Winnipeg’s most extensive sale
of Jewish books, music and Chanukah gifts all in one place and at the same time?
Tarbut (which is Hebrew for culture) is the Rady JCC’s new program concept which
will bring together several cultural genres and programs into one major arts event.
Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture will amalgamate the Israeli Concert Series, Annual
Jewish Book Fair and films under one roof for ten cultural filled days at the Rady
Jewish Community Centre. This all-new arts event will showcase the best of Jewish
culture exposing audiences to top calibre Israeli and local musicians as well as promi-
nent authors. 

“The Rady JCC is thrilled to present this new initiative which highlights the best of
Jewish arts and culture and is sure to engage audiences from all cultural backgrounds.
We are excited to have the opportunity to present both world-class entertainment as
well as our home-grown talent all in one great Festival” said Gayle Waxman, Rady JCC
Executive Director.

Saturday November 13, 8:00 pm 
Israeli Chamber Project

The Israeli Chamber Project was formed three years ago by some of Israel’s finest
young musicians who perform classic and contemporary chamber music of the high-
est quality. Members of the Israeli Chamber Project have toured Israel widely, and have
recently performed on New York’s Barge Music Series and Washington DC’s Embassy
Series. 

Three of the founding members of this energetic group will be performing in
Winnipeg: Sivan Magen, harp, Assaf Weisman, piano, and Itamar Zorman, violin.
Sivan Magen is the first Israeli to have ever won the International Harp Contest in Israel
(2006). As a soloist, he has performed with all of the major Israeli orchestras, includ-
ing the Israel Philharmonic. Pianist Assaf Weisman’s performances have taken him to
such major venues as Carnegie Hall in New York. As first prize winner in the 2006
Iowa International Piano Competition, he has appeared as soloist with several
American symphonies and chamber orchestras. Violinist Itamar Zorman made his solo
debut at Carnegie Hall with the American Symphony Orchestra. Among his many
awards are top prizes at the Claremont Competition in Israel, and the Rubin Academy
Jerusalem Competition. 

“The Israeli Chamber Project brought a youthful, humor-filled, cohesive and slightly
mischievous musical exuberance, and presented a perfect concert.” (Maariv, Jan 2010)

“The audience roared at the end and I was left grateful to the Israeli Chamber Project.
They had given me Brahms’ music as I never dreamt I would hear it.” (Telavivcity, June,
2009)

Sunday, November 14, 8:00 pm
Joel Chasnoff - The Jewish Comedian Who’s Redefining Jewish Comedy

Joel Chasnoff is not your grandfather’s Jewish comedian. With humour that’s clever,
sharp, and never degrading, Joel’s comedy is a 180-degree turn from the Borscht Belt
comics of old. In his one-man stand-up comedy act, favorite comedian Joel Chasnoff
explores the quirks, foibles, and absurdities of Jewish life in America – all based on real
Judaism and Jewish experiences, including Joel’s nine years in Jewish Day School, his
service in the Israel Defense Forces, and your family’s Shabbat dinner. Unlike many
Jewish comics, stereotypes play no role in Joel’s act. Instead, he finds humor in the intri-
cacies and details of Judaism and Jewish life. Joel will also introduce audiences to his
humorous memoir, The 188th Crybaby Brigade, was published in January 2010 by
Simon and Shuster. Chasnoff has performed his unique brand of clever, upbeat come-
dy in eight countries including a U.S.O. Comedy Tour of Japan and Korea entertaining
American Marines. 

Tuesday, November 16, 8:00 pm 
Anna-Lisa Kirby sings Leonard Cohen

Leonard Cohen is a cultural icon whose poetry and music transcend any musical
category. His songs are stories that can be told in any style of music. This concert will
feature a full evening of Leonard Cohen’s songs, arranged and performed by Anna-Lisa
Kirby. Her band will include the finest musicians and music arrangers in Winnipeg:
Steve Kirby, bass; Quincy Davis, drums; Jimmy Greene; saxophone; Larry Roy, guitar;
Will Bonness, piano. This is an evening not to be missed. A debut performance of
Leonard Cohen’s music by Anna-Lisa Kirby, and a treat for Winnipeg audiences. 

Saturday November 20, 8:00 pm 
Sunday, November 21, 8:00 pm 
The 3 Cohens

From New York and Israel, the internationally acclaimed siblings, Avishai Cohen,
trumpet; Anat Cohen, tenor sax & clarinet; Yuval Cohen, soprano sax. 

The 3 Cohen siblings have had a similar musical path. Growing up in Tel Aviv under
the same roof, attending the same day schools and music conservatory, have helped
shape their musical taste, approach and ideas. In 2002, the three formed a sextet, play-
ing their original music. That was the beginning of their debut album, One. Since then,
the 3 siblings have been performing together as often as possible. The remarkable story
of The 3 Cohens continues with the release of Braid (2007, Anzic Records). It is obvi-
ous that the Cohens would have some sort of telepathy and symbiosis on the band-
stand and in the studio, but the level of interplay and musical cooperation that exists
between the siblings can only be described as astounding. The music stems from their
mutual respect and love for one another as family, and as musicians. We are thrilled
to be able to bring to Winnipeg this amazing family, who will be performing with the
incomparable local musicians of Will Bonness, piano; Steve Kirby, bass; Quincy Davis
drums. An unforgettable event for Winnipeg.

“Move over, Marsalis’s and make room for the Cohens.” (P.A. Times, Feb 2008)
“…this is a real band, reaching a level of communication bound by family ties, deep-

ened by long hours on the bandstand, and enlivened by an obvious love of the art
form. The 3 Cohens have arrived, and hopefully this is only the beginning.”
(AllAboutJazz.com)

“Tarbut is a wonderful opportunity for the Rady JCC to showcase the contribution of
Jewish artists to enriching the cultural fabric of our community,” commented Dr. Rena
Elbaze, In Communications and Information Sciences and Chair, Tarbut: Festival of
Jewish Culture.

Watch for more details on Tarbut’s program line-up! All programs will take place at
the Rady Jewish Community Centre. For tickets and packages please call the Rady JCC
or check on-line at www.radyjcc.com – click on Ticket Central.

The Rady JCC acknowledges the generous support of the Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba and the following sponsors: Marjorie & Morley Blankstein, Viscount Gort
Hotel, Winnipeg Free Press, Jewish Post and News, University of Manitoba, Jewish
National Fund, Quadrant Asset Management and Earl & Cheryl Barish.

32 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 22, 2010

New
FIRST TIME EVER!

will amalgamate the Israeli Concert Series,

Annual Jewish Book Fair and films under

one roof for ten culture filled days at the

Rady Jewish Community Centre.

Winnipeg’s most extensive sale of books,
music, Chanukah and holiday gifts.

Watch for more details on Tarbut’s line-up 

including author presentations and films.

Tickets/ Info:
Ph: 477-7510
www.radyjcc.com
- click on ticket central

Marjorie & Morley Blankstein

An evening of Leonard Cohen’s songs, 
arranged and performed by Anna-Lisa Kirby

Anna-Lisa Kirby
sings Leonard Cohen
Tuesday, November 16, 8:00 pm
with Steve Kirby, Quincy Davis, Jimmy Greene, 

Larry Roy, Will Bonness.

Israel’s finest award-winning 
classical musicians

Israeli Chamber Project
Saturday November 13, 8:00 pm
Sivan Magen, harp, Assaff Weisman, piano, 
Itamar Zorman, violin

“Move over, Marsalis’s and make room for
the Cohens.” (P.A. Times, 2008)

World famous Israeli jazz siblings Avishai, Anat and 
Yuval Cohen present two truly remarkable concerts

The 3 Cohens
Saturday, November 20, 8:00 pm & 
Sunday, November 21, 2:00 pm
Avishai Cohen, trumpet; Anat Cohen, tenor sax 
& clarinet; Yuval Cohen, soprano sax
with Steve Kirby, Quincy Davis, Will Bonness

Earl & Cheryl Barish

The Jewish Comedian Who’s 
Redefining Jewish Comedy

Joel Chasnoff
Comedian and Author
Joel will discuss his book The 188th Crybaby Brigade: A Skinny
Jewish Kid from Chicago Fights Hezbollah: A Memoir

Sunday, November 14, 8:00 pm


