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Goldstone report  likened to
‘Zionism is racism’

WASHINGTON (JTA) –
Israel’s deputy foreign min-
ister said the Goldstone
Commission report should
be treated like the U.N.
resolution equating
Zionism with racism. 

Danny Ayalon told lead-
ers of the American Jewish
Committee that, as with
the 1975 resolution, “we
must mobilize and act with
all force against the report
in order to remove it.” 

“The Goldstone report is
a dangerous attempt to
harm the principle of self-
defense by democratic
states and provides legiti-

macy to terrorism,” he said. 
Released Tuesday by the U.N. Human Rights Council, the document

charges Israel with war crimes and crimes against humanity during
last winter’s military offensive against Hamas in Gaza. 

The report, written by a panel headed by South African Judge
Richard Goldstone, who is Jewish, calls for Israel to establish inde-
pendent investigations within three months. It also recommends that
international bodies launch prosecutions if Israel does not do so with-
in six months. Similar recommendations are made about Hamas. 

Ayalon is also planning to meet with U.S. Ambassador to the United
Nations Susan Rice and members of Congress on Wednesday to dis-
cuss the report. 

Meanwhile, the European Jewish Congress called on European
Union nations to reject the report. 

“From its original mandate this commission has shown itself to be
nothing more than an exercise in demonization of one nation, name-
ly Israel,” said Moshe Kantor, president of the European Jewish
Congress, in a news release. “We call on the European Union, partic-
ularly those nations represented on the U.N. Human Rights Council,
to unequivocally reject the report just as they rejected the original res-
olution and mandate.” 

For more on the Goldstone Report turn to page 31.

Lubavitch Learning Centre
receives huge boost from federal

and provincial governments

By BERNIE BELLAN

The much-delayed Chabad-Lubavitch Jewish Learning Centre has
received a major infusion of funds from the two senior levels of gov-
ernment, along with smaller contributions from the City of Winnipeg
and the Jewish Foundation of Manitoba.

On Sunday, Sept. 13, Winnipeg South M.P. Rod Bruinooge, appear-
ing at Lubavitch’s current south-end rented location on Grant Avenue,
announced that the Federal government will contribute $320,000
toward the construction of the new centre.

Speaking for the Province of Manitoba in a phone interview on Sept.
15, Minister of Infrastructure and Transportation Ron Lemieux also
confirmed that the Province will match the Federal contribution as
part of its infrastructure stimulus program.

As well, during the Sept. 13 announcement ceremony, Rabbi
Avrohom Altein, head of Chabad-Lubavitch in Winnipeg, said that the
City of Winnipeg will be contributing $25,000 toward the project,
(Cont. on page 7. See “Lubavitch Centre”.)

Sept. 13 Winnipeg South M.P. ROD BRUINOOGE announced a fed-
eral contribution of $320,000 during a ceremony at Lubavitch’s cur-
rent south-end location. In the picture here, Bruinooge is seen (cen-
tre) with RABBI AVROHOM ALTEIN, head of Winnipeg Chabad-
Lubavitch and RAYMOND HALL, Conservative candidate in
Winnipeg South Centre.

RICHARD GOLDSTONE: Judge who
headed a U.N.-appointed commission
strongly critical of Israel.



2 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 23, 2009

CANADA-ISRAEL COMMITTEE STAFF

Shimon Koffler Fogel
CEO

Sara Saber-Freedman
Executive Vice-President

Luciano Del Negro
Executive Director

Quebec-Israel Committee

GOVERNMENT RELATIONS:
David Cooper

Director of Government Relations

Richard Marceau
Senior Advisor, Government Relations

Jonathan Schneiderman
Senior Political Consultant

Noah Shack
Government Relations Research

Associate

COMMUNICATIONS AND
MEDIA RELATIONS:

Paul Michaels
Director of Communications

Alicia Richler
Associate Director of Communications

Dena Brooker
Associate Director of

Communications/Website

COMMUNITY SERVICES:
Judy Zelikovitz

National Manager, Community Services

Daniel Schloss
Pacific Region Manager Advocacy

Vancouver

ISRAEL OFFICE:
David Weinberg

Director, Israel Office

Franck Azoulay
Missions Director

Mireille Yusupoff
Missions Coordinator

ADMINISTRATION:
Miriam Aronoff

Administrative Assistant, Toronto

Norma Wilkes
Executive Assistant, Ottawa

Yong Zheng
Accounts Payable Clerk

QUEBEC-ISRAEL COMMITTEE STAFF

Philippe Elharrar
Director of Public Affairs

Jonathan Kalles
Director of Programming

David Ouellette
Director of Research and New Media

Myriam Azogui-Halbwax
Operations Coordinator

CANADA-ISRAEL COMMITTEE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Mr. Ken Boessenkool

Mr. Jason Caron, Vice-Chair

Father Raymond J. de Souza

Mr. Michael Diamond*

Dr. Michael Elterman*

Professor Karen Eltis

Mrs. Barbara Farber*

Mr. Len Farber

Mr. Paul Forseth

Mr. Robert Gasner

Mrs. Brenda Gewurz

Mr. Marc Gold, Immediate Past Chair

Mr. Paul Goldman

Mr. David Goldstein

Mr. Cary Green*

Mr. Alex Halpern

Mrs. Donna Holbrook

Mr. Nathan Jacobson

Mrs. Adriana Kotler

Mr. David Kroft, Secretary Treasurer

Mr. Claude Lajeunesse

Mr. Eric Maldoff, C.M., Chairman,
Quebec-Israel Committee*

Mr. Brian Morris

Mr. Berl Nadler*

Mr. Joe Nadler

Mr. Moshe Ronen, National Chair

Ms. Nancy Rosenfeld*

Ms. Carol Ryder*

Ms. Lisa Samson

Dr. David Somer

Mr. Mark Waldman

Mr. Hymie Weinstein, Q.C.

Mr. Michael Zatzman

*Executive Committee

HONOURARY DIRECTORS

Mr. Brent S. Belzberg

Mr. Steven Cummings

Mr. Joseph Gabay

Mr. Sidney Greenberg

Honourable E. Leo Kolber, O.C.

Mr. Alex Shnaider

UIA Young Leadership 2009 in Ottawa with Justin Trudeau At the Canadian Mission in Ramallah: Conservative MP Shelley Glover;
Bloc Québécois MP Luc Desnoyers; Bloc Québécois MP Jean-Yves

Laforest; Conservative Senator Michel Rivard;
Liberal MP Denis Coderre; Liberal MP Alexandra Mendes

On the Israel-Lebanon border: Liberal Senator James Cowan;
Conservative MP Tim Uppal; Conservative MP Bob Dechert; Guide Avi

Ben Hur; Liberal MP Marc Garneau; Liberal MP Rob Oliphant;
Shelagh Cowan; Conservative MP Candice Hoeppner

Christian lay leaders in Jerusalem with Holy See Ambassador to Israel Italo Labignan and Moshe Berger fishing in northern Israel In Vancouver: Janice Loomer Margolis, Jewish Federation of Greater
Vancouver, Dr. Michael Elterman, Canada-Israel Committee,

Ambassador Miriam Ziv and Bernard Pinsky, Jewish Federation
of Greater Vancouver

Dear Friends,

As we individually, and as a community, prepare ourselves for the holidays
collectively known to us as the yamim nora’im – the days of awe – we take
stock of the many challenges confronting Israel.

These challenges include the ongoing attempts to demonize and isolate
Israel by those who deny to the Jewish people – and to Jewish people alone
– what is granted to all other nations: to live as free people in our homeland.

We face an urgent international imperative of responding to Iran’s impending
capacity to implement its genocidal threats against Israel.

We face a critical need to educate and inform a younger Canadian
demographic with limited knowledge of both the Christian narrative and the
Jewish narrative upon which it is predicated.

We face the moral and existential obligation to re-engage our own young
people in the inspiring narrative that is modern Zionism.

The coming year will be filled with intense work on these and many other
issues. But the work will be conditioned by and predicated on a set of basic
principles which are both incontrovertible and fundamental. We respectfully
submit that every discussion of the conflict must explicitly include these
central elements.

Israel is the aboriginal homeland of the Jewish people.

Zionism is the Jewish people’s national liberation movement.

The single root cause of the conflict is ongoing rejection of Israel and its
Jewish character. Everything else flows from that rejection.

Those who reject the special Jewish claim to Israel by definition deny the
Christian narrative, central to Western civilization.

The debate over Israel is a struggle between moderation – which offers
solutions and alternatives – and extremism, which offers none.

The extremists who oppose Israel have hijacked Western democratic
institutions, including the UN and the international human rights agenda.

Israel has been and is always ready for peace.

Over the coming weeks and months, you’ll be hearing about a series of
initiatives focused on unmasking the profound dishonesty and cynicism
behind the boycott Israel movement, and allowing you to take direct action to
counter these efforts; you’ll be hearing about what we together can do to
draw attention to the urgent threat posed by Iran.

Until then, on behalf of the members of the CIC Board of Directors and Staff,
I wish each of you a happy and healthy new year. Shana Tova. טובה שנה

Moshe Ronen
National Chair, Canada-Israel Committee



By BERNIE BELLAN

The idea for writing his most
recent book “How to be a
Mentsh (and Not a Shmuck)”,
came to Michael Wex, he says,
following the arrest of former
New York Governor Elliot
Spitzer.

Spitzer, who had just been
arrested for hiring a very expen-
sive prostitute, with whom he
had apparently been carrying on
for quite some time, did some-
thing that was absolutely despi-
cable, Wex says. “When the
police came to arrest him, he did
what people have been doing for
hundreds of years: He gave them
the name of his best friend
instead of his real name!”

Immediately, Wex says, he
thought to himself: “What kind
of shmuck… would do that?”

Wex told this particular story as part of his
appearance at McNally Robinson’s Grant
Park bookstore on Thursday, Sept. 17. He was
here to help promote the launch of his just-
released book.

During the course of his 30-minute talk,
Wex expounded further on the differences
between being a “mentsch” and a “shmuck”;
on growing up in that hotbed of Yiddish cul-
ture – Lethbridge, Alberta; and on the notion
of Jews living “communally”.

As counterpoint to his story about Elliot
Spitzer, however, Wex offered an unexpected
anecdote illustrating the meaning of
“mentsh”. It seems that shortly after hearing
about Spitzer’s arrest, Wex found himself
walking in New York City.

“I saw a Chasid walking with a young
girl…I assumed it was his daughter. Near to
where they were walking there was a man
dressed in a Santa Claus suit standing in front
of a drum for the Sally Ann.

I noticed the Chasid reach into his pocket,
take out a bill, and hand it to his daughter,
who put it into the drum.

I thought to myself: ‘He could have walked
right by that Santa Claus and no one would
have thought twice.’ “

“But,” Wex continued, “the command for
‘tsedakah’ is universal – and not just to a
Jewish charity…The idea of doing the right
thing is not only when everyone is looking.”

Thus, the idea for a book comparing what it
takes to be a “mentsh” with the opposite of
being a  mentsh – being a “shmuck” was
born.

The story of the “courier who found
$20,000 here “ is also a great example of
what it takes to be a mentsh, Wex observed.
(Ed. Note: It turns out that the amount found
was far less than $20,000, but the point of the
story remains the same.)

Growing up in Lethbridge, Wex notes that
he had “to act in such a way as not to offend”.

“Jews live communally,” he says.
“Everything in Judaism works on a ‘we’, not
an ‘I’ basis.”

As illustration of his point, Wex points to
the Bernie Madoff case. (Ed. note: Couldn’t
Bernie Madoff have been born with a differ-
ent first name?)

“If one member of the community does
something bad, it reflects badly on the entire
community. It doesn’t matter that most of his
victims were Jewish.”

(Yet, later in the evening I challenged Wex

on this point. “Would any other ethnic group
have reacted differently, and with less guilt,
had one of their members been caught in
such a flagrant transgression as Madoff?”, I
asked.

Wex’s reply was “I don’t know. I don’t
spend a lot of time with other unpopular
minorities!”

Wex’s keen insight into Jewish foibles and
his quick wit made for an interesting and
amusing evening.

Ever ready with yet one more anecdote to
prove a point, he is a
combination of
rabbi, philosopher,
and stand-up come-
dian. Here is anoth-
er example of how
he defines a
“shmuck”:  A
shmuck is someone
on his way to a ball
game who’s
approached by a fel-
low Jew saying, “We
need a tenth for a
minyan to daven
shiva.” (Wex did
note, however, that
it’s highly unlikely
that someone would
be headed to a ball
game around the
same time as daven-
ing “shacahris”.)

A shmuck, Wex
says, would refuse to
be that tenth person
without ever think-
ing that some day,
when he’s going to
be saying kaddish
for someone near
and dear, he’s going
to need a minyan
himself.

“How do you deal
with a ‘shmuck’? “
Wex asked rhetori-
cally. “You have to
have a certain power
of ‘discernment’.
You have to have
‘seichel’ – some-
thing you’re not
born with.”

“One of the points

about being a ‘mentsh’,” Wex continued, “is
that you have to be relatively mature.”

“Judaism is a traditional culture that puts an
emphasis on age,” he noted. 

“According to the ‘midrash’, you’re born
with ‘yatser hara’ (evil impulse), but you don’t
develop ‘yater hatov’ (good impulse), until
you’re 13,” Wex said.

Even if a youngster does the right thing,
Wex explained, according to this notion of
the good versus evil impulse, that youngster
did the right thing “by accident”.

That is why when you see little Chasidic
boys growing up, they emulate their grandfa-
thers, Wex claims.

Drawing upon the connection between
youngsters and their elders, Wex also made
another astute observation: “You start out as a
‘pisher’, and you end up as an ‘alte cocker’ –
Jewish life is one long trip to the bathroom!”

During a question and answer period that
followed his talk, Wex was asked whether,
considering the somewhat off-colour title of
his book (and remember, this entire article
has avoided dealing with the literal transla-
tion of “shmuck”, which Wex notes, hardly
any non-Jews really know), it would still
make an appropriate gift book.

To which, Wex replied that what he really
wanted to put on the cover was the following
subheading: “Secrets of the good life from the
most unpopular people on Earth”.

“I couldn’t have got away with that one,” he
said.

Bestselling author Michael Wex expounds on “mentshen” and “shmucks”
“Jewish life is one long trip to the bathroom”
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Yiddish humourist and author MICHAEL WEX at book
signing with SHARON LOVE.



The announcement that the long-in-the-
planning but short-in-the funding Lubavitch
Learning Centre is to receive major funding
from both the federal and provincial govern-
ments is welcome news.

The centre, which is to be built on a tract of
land behind the Superstore on Grant, long-
abandoned by CN Rail, has been a dream of
Winnipeg’s Lubavitch movement since 2001.

The problems that the Lubavitch movement here have had in trans-
lating dream into reality are not uncommon for any major project of
this sort. Yet, the difficulties that Lubavitch has had in coming up with
the funds necessary to begin work on a project that is sure to enhance
the reputation of this community reflect negatively upon our Jewish
community as a whole.

The work that members of the Lubavitch movement do here to pre-
serve Jewish identity, as they do everywhere they are located, cannot
be overestimated. The men…and women, who devote themselves tire-
lessly to reaching out to Jews of every stripe is of the utmost impor-
tance…and you don’t have to be religiously observant to come to that
conclusion.

One of the aspects of Jewish life in Winnipeg that doesn’t receive
much scrutiny is the relatively difficult situation in which people who
wish to lead a halachically observant life find themselves.

The lack of a single kosher butcher shop comes to mind, but so does
the difficulty religiously observant parents have had in maintaining a
religious day school.

It seems evident that a Jewish community needs a critical mass of
observant Jews in order to attract other observant Jews who might con-
sider moving here. We cannot compete with cities the size of Toronto
when it comes to offering the kind of orthodox infrastructure that
would make observant Jews feel truly comfortable, but the building of
a new Lubavitch Centre would do much to enhance our community’s
image among a significant segment of the Jewish population world-
wide.

Anyone Jewish who has lived here for some time undoubtedly
knows of instances where observant families have packed up and left
Winnipeg because they felt that they couldn’t sustain the lifestyle to
which they aspired. In many instances, that lifestyle hinged on their
being able to send their children to a religious day school.

There have been cases of extremely talented individuals who had
much to offer having left Winnipeg when they might have been will-
ing to stay had they been able to look forward to the opening of the
kind of centre which the Lubavitch movement dreams of opening. For
instance, many South African Jews who migrated to Manitoba in the
past were orthodox in their observance. They came with outstanding
qualifications, yet ultimately many of them simply could not find the

proper comfort level
in Winnipeg.

While the opening
of the Asper Centre
was seen as an impor-
tant step in reinforc-
ing what had been
seen as a gradually
declining community,
there is a spiritual
aspect to Jewish life
which the Lubavitch
movement does
incredible work in
reinforcing.

It seems a shame
that it has been so dif-
ficult for that move-
ment to come up with
the funds needed
even to begin build-
ing a new Lubavitch
centre in the south
end. As it was with
the fundraising efforts
that were channeled
into the drive to build
the Asper Centre,
however, it seems
that, once again,
other worthwhile
Jewish causes have
had to take a backseat
as another gigantic

fundraising effort has
been dwarfing their
efforts. 

Credit should be
given to the provin-
cial and federal gov-
ernments for step-
ping up and provid-
ing a much-needed
boost to the
Lubavitch move-
ment’s efforts to
finally get their pro-
ject underway. Of
course, no one can
overlook the politi-
cal advantage that
might accrue to both
the federal
Conservatives and
the provincial New
Democrats for lend-
ing their support to
the project, but that’s
partly what govern-
ments are here to do.

Now, perhaps, some members of the Jewish community here who
haven’t been quite so generous in supporting the Lubavitch move-
ment’s dream might also step forward.

All that noise about the Toronto International Film Festival
So, trendy lefty Naomi Klein was

able to command a lot of media atten-
tion for whatever it was she was trying
to do to embarrass the organizers of
the Toronto International Film Festival.

For anyone trying to understand
Klein’s endeavours which, she says,
were not to organize a boycott of the
festival, nor a boycott of Israeli films at
the festival, but to draw attention to
Israel’s ongoing record of so-called
“human rights abuses”, here is my gut
reaction to Ms. Klein and her acolytes:
Even if I thought that her argument had
a rational basis and an appeal to liber-
al Jews (of which I consider myself to
be one), by focusing on the alleged
failings of Israel and no other party,  I
can’t help but come to Israel’s defense.

Yes, we read of the constant parade
of human rights organizations that
decry Israel’s treatment of the

Palestinians, and granted, taken on a case by case basis, Israel’s con-
duct does lend itself to a great deal of questioning, but why is it always
Israel that is being put on the defensive?

We’ve heard the same arguments made over and over again, and
they do take a toll. Polls show that younger Jews especially, are much
more conflicted over their support for Israel.

But, here’s the bottom line: Amidst all the finger-wagging and scold-
ing of Israel’s behaviour toward the Palestinians, first by building that
“horrid” barrier on the West Bank, then by delivering a fairly clear
message to Hamas this past January, has the level of attacks on Israel
not diminished by a huge amount?

While “peace in the Middle East” will always be a relative term,
there is no doubt that Israel has been able to bring for its citizens a rel-
ative degree of calm in the past eight months that it hadn’t experi-
enced for years. Sure, there are the occasional rocket launches from
Gaza, but those seem to be few and far between, Hizbollah has
remained quiet on the northern border, and there hasn’t been a ter-
rorist attack from the West Bank in ages.

I’m not trying to jinx the situation – I’m just dealing with the reality
of life in the Middle East. And, sitting here from my secure perch in
Winnipeg, where having to worry about a rocket attack on my home
is not uppermost on my mind, I have this to say to Naomi Klein, and
Norman Finkelstein, and Noam Chomsky, and all the other left-wing
Jews who are so quick to condemn Israel: Every time I hear one of you
launch into a tirade about Israeli imperialism or any other catch-
phrase you like to use, the more I admire the Israeli people for carry-
ing on all the while having to live in constant fear of their annihilation. 

4 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 23, 2009

Editorial/comment

The Jewish Post Ltd.
Publisher

Publications
Agreement

No. 40047412

Publications
Assistance Program

Registration No.
10986

Postage paid at
Winnipeg

ISSN 0836-6063

Bernie Bellan
Business Manager

Office at 
113 Hutchings St. 

Wpg. MB. R2X 2V4
Please send all mail to

above address
Phone: 694-3332

Fax:  694-3916
E-mail:

jewishp@mts.net

Published every second Wednesday. We
acknowledge the financial support of the
Government of Canada, through the
Publications Assistance Program (PAP),

toward our mailing costs.
Subscriptions in Canada
$41.04 per year

Subscriptions outside Canada $100.00 per year in
Cdn. funds or $75.00 per year in U.S. funds.  Member
of Jewish Telegraphic Agency, New York, World
Zionist Press Service, Jerusalem.
The Jewish Post & News is not responsible for the
kashrut of any products or establishments advertised
or publicized in this newspaper, or in inserts included
in this newspaper. Opinions expressed in letters to the
editor, or articles by contributing writers are not nec-
essarily endorsed by The Jewish Post & News.

By

BERNIE BELLAN

Short takes

NAOMI KLEIN: Jewish
lefty trendy who, like
many other leftists, finds
Israel an easy target.
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Matt Bellan memories

Gwen Secter still struggling to remain open

The following is a copy of parts of a letter I have sent to Allan Levine,
the author of “Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish People of
Manitoba”. 

In my view Levine’s is an excellent, impressive book for which he
should be truly congratulated. Still, I believe that the few inaccuracies
regarding the history of the Department of Near Eastern and Judaic
Studies must be recorded.

”Dear Allan, First, congratulations on the publishing of your latest
book, on Winnipeg’s Jewish community. I find it highly informative
and thorough, and very readable. This is important, impressive work.
Nevertheless, I would like to draw your attention to the following sig-
nificant inaccuracies in the story:

(1) (p. 414) What Professor Stern and I thought of the merit of
Professor Rose continuing as head (incidentally, in 1979, not 1978)
was conveyed at Rose’s closed Headship Committee, whose proceed-
ings were not made public. Therefore, the statement in the story that
we “did not favour extending his position as head, since he had yet to
finish his doctorate” is incorrect and, even if true, it is irrelevant. In
fact, combined with the statement in the same paragraph that I then
“took over” the head’s role (I was actually ‘appointed’), this paragraph
could, in my view, be easily interpreted as indicating a sort of con-
spiracy against Professor Rose. Nothing could be further from the
truth.

2) (p. 414) You report that in 1983 I “contacted” Guy Kroft, then
WJCC president, re concern about the “possible elimination of the
Judaic Department.” I have to date never met with or even seen Guy
Kroft, so I could not have possibly contacted him, then or at any other
time. Further, to my recollection there was no indication in 1983 that
the future of the Department was in question or at risk. This only
became an issue in 1989/1990, following the Dean’s decision to sus-
pend the Department, which, as you rightly point out, could have
been reversed through a grant by the Jewish community.

3) (p. 414) You report that in the eighties “the department’s other
major headache was the various differences in educational philosophy
and outlook that existed among its three members.” This statement
clearly does not describe the department I knew. There were absolute-
ly no such differences among us. It is true that there was no friendship
between Professors Rose and Stern, but that resulted from a disagree-
ment on an issue entirely outside the Department which had taken
place years earlier. And as you rightly note, neither of them allowed
that old disagreement to interfere with the life of the Department in
any way.

These comments notwithstanding, I believe that your important
book is an invaluable contribution to the life of Winnipeg’s Jewish
community and its rich heritage.”

MOSHE NAHIR
University of Manitoba

Thank you for printing Elliott Levine’s letter,
“Remembering Matt Bellan” (Aug. 26 issue).
It was good to see Matt’s name again promi-
nently displayed in the pages of his paper. Mr.
Levine, and others, have written about the
significant legacy and importance of Matt’s
leadership at The Jewish Post & News. I wish
to comment on another important aspect of
Matt’s work: Matt was a newsman of the high-
est order. 

Several years ago Penny and I were among
several bus loads of Winnipeggers being
toured ( “schlepped” was the term used by
Mission leaders Barbara and Raymond Kives)
around Israel. The Bowles had not intended
to go. We discovered we were going when
the Kives called and told us we were booked.
Matt apparently received the same summons.
Matt and I had something else in common.
Years ago I was a reporter at the Free Press.
No one is more critical of one reporter than
another, especially a former reporter sitting in
judgement on a working journalist. However,
any opportunity I fancied I might have to
think, “I’d have asked ....,” or, “he should be
...,” or any such, were quickly dashed by
Matt’s on the job performance. 

For starters I don’t think the man ever slept.

No matter how early I made it to breakfast
Matt was already there interviewing the
speaker, and if there was no speaker he’d be
interviewing Mission delegates on their
thoughts on the previous day, the morning’s
news, or their memories of past trips to Israel.
During the day I’d snooze on the bus. Not
Matt. He’d be interviewing the guide on what
we were passing, what we were going to see
next and the guide’s thoughts on Israeli poli-
tics, Palestinians, and the security wall. When
I went to bed, Matt was still working. 

Matt had more than an inquisitive mind. He
had an insatiable lust for facts, knowledge
and understanding. Matt saw himself as a
mirror. He gathered facts and reflected them
back at his readers. To do this he questioned,
questioned, questioned. His questions could
be pointed, challenging, tough, but they were
always respectful and intelligent. Great jour-
nalists are great note takers, even the ones
with pocket recorders. Matt would have
many claims to be in the Journalists Hall of
Fame, were there one. His note taking alone
would guarantee him front page byline status.
Matt’s pen must have consumed near as
much paper as did printing the Post. Matt was
obsessed with getting it right and get it right
he did. His note books were mined for facts,

accurate quotes, and his objective intelligent
mind set them out clearly for readers. On our
return his series reporting on one of the most
complex, near impossible to understand
areas of the world was magnificent. 

This same old fashioned dedication to getting
the story, and getting it right, wasn’t confined to
big assignments like on-the-spot Israel report-
ing. When we came home we subscribed to
Matt’s paper and I learned that night after night,
day after day, Matt was out in the community
covering events. No news was too small to be
unworthy, no night too blustery to keep him
home, no summer afternoon too tempting to
keep him from attending and covering an
event. I happily concede that Matt’s leadership
and reporting on significant issues assures his
memory will be honoured. However, for
myself, I shall also remember him as one of the
finest newsmen I have ever known. 

Matt and I didn’t always agree. If we had
he’d not have been so interesting. He’d not
have been so challenging. He’d not have
been so rewarding to know. My life is richer
for having spent ten days in Israel with Matt
Bellan, getting to know him, and watching a
great newsman at work. 

SHELDON BOWLES 

Moshe Nahir responds to Allan Levine

LETTERS

I want to thank you for your editorial com-
ment in the Aug. 12 “Short Takes” in The Jewish
Post & News regarding the role that Gwen
Secter plays for our Jewish senior population. 

The tri-partite funding announcement
regarding the roof rehabilitation project only
reinforces the confidence that the communi-
ty has in the value of this institution. 

Your remarks are very appreciated and very

timely given that our organization is current-
ly struggling to keep the facility, (which is
owned by the National Council of Jewish
Women, Winnipeg section) open. 

We are now looking at ways to purchase
the building from NCJW and are therefore
exploring financial resources both in the
community and beyond. 

Having proven what a valuable health and

social resource the Gwen Secter is to both
north and south end Jewish seniors, we are
hopeful that we can continue this work for at
least another 20 years! 

Thank you for keeping our Jewish commu-
nity well informed! 

MARILYN REGIEC
Executive director

Gwen Secter Creative Living Centre



Young Winnipeg
jazz sensation
Sophie Berkal Sarbit
celebrated her 19th
birthday on
September 14 – in
Toronto. The talent-
ed daughter of Larry
Sarbit and Harriet
Berkal (and grand-
daughter of beloved
Cantor Louis Berkal)
decided to move to
Toronto this fall to
pursue in theatrical
make-up for special effects and prosthetics.

“I tried university in Winnipeg and I found
that it wasn’t for me,” says the young record-
ing artist. “I learned about this make-up
course while performing in Toronto. This is
an interest of mine and I thought that I can
always fall back on this (make-up) and stay
connected to the entertainment industry if
my musical career doesn’t pan out as I
hope.”

For the moment though, her singing career
continues to soar.

Berkal Sarbit has been singing professional-
ly since she was 14. Her debut CD/album,
“Gypsy in My Soul”, is finding fans world-
wide. For the past few months, she has been
performing as part of a quartet called the
Real Divas. The group, which was brought
together by her producer, Bill King, includes
singers Lauren Margison, Josephine Biundo
and Kinga Victoria. The quartet’s recent per-
formances have included the Toronto
Downtown Jazz Festival, the Beaches
International Jazz Festival, the Waterloo Jazz
Festival and the most recent Canada’s Walk
of Fame induction ceremony. Coming up this
week is an appearance at Montreal’s Upstairs
Jazz Club.

The Real Divas released their first CD,
“Café Society” in June. Berkal Sarbit’s second
solo album, “Young and Foolish” is due out
in January.

* * *
Josh Assor is

another young
e x p a t r i a t e
W i n n i p e g g e r
whose career in
the entertainment
world is thriving.
The son of Leslie
and Hanan Assor
is currently tread-
ing the boards at
S t r a t f o r d .
Currently he is
appearing in two
shows – “West
Side Story” and
“Cyrano De
Bergerac” - at the
same time.

“I have never done two shows at the same
time before,” says the young thespian. “It has

been crazy. I have to keep switching
costumes and eras. West Side Story
in particular takes a lot out of you.”

Assor got his start in Grant Park
High School’s Performing Arts
Program. “I became serious about
pursuing a career in musical theatre
three or four years ago,” he says. “I
started as a dancer and moved into
singing.”

His Winnipeg shows include a role
in “Peter Pan” at Rainbow Stage in
the summer of 2008 and a
CancerCare Manitoba fashion show
last year.

He moved east last September.
Auditions are beginning soon for

next season’s Stratford Festival pro-
ductions, he notes.

“My goal is to get as much work as
I can in musical theatre and maybe
also get involved in choreography,”
he says.

* * *

Alexandra
Frohlinger is
also a young
veteran of
W i n n i p e g
musical the-
atre who is
w o r k i n g
toward a
career in the
genre. The
daughter of
Tom Froh-
linger and
H e a t h e r
Pullan is cur-
rently in her
fourth and
final year of
study at the
B o s t o n
Conservatory.

“I couldn’t
have chosen a
better school,” she says. “I feel that this is
where I belong.”

The Boston Conservatory program of stud-
ies consists of dancing, singing and acting
and allows the students opportunities to par-
ticipate in live performances. Last year,
Frohlinger had a role in “Showboat” as one of
the dancers. This year (next month), she will

be appearing in the school’s production
of “Sweet Charity” at Boston’s Midway
Studios. She will be portraying Niki, a
role created by Chita Rivera on
Broadway.

While Frohlinger says that she will
most likely be moving to New York after
graduation, she talks about how much
she appreciates
growing up in
Winnipeg and
the opportuni-
ties she had
here.

“I am hoping
to give back to
my community
at some point
for giving me

the start in a career I
love,” she says, 

Sophie Berkal Sarbit moves on,
pursuing singing career in Toronto
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Social Notes

BIRTH  ANNOUNCEMENT

First time parents
Rachel (Gutmacher)
and Mike MacDonald
announce the birth of
MAIA CECELIA,
named for her
“Bubbie Mania”, on
June 16, 2009, in
Milton, Ontario.
Thrilled Grandparents
are Arlyne Walsh,

June Collins, Joseph Gutmacher, Alan MacDonald
and Jane Burke, all of Toronto. Proud Great Grand-
parents are Joan Collins of Whitby, Ontario, and
Harry Walsh Q.C. of Winnipeg.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
To all my friends and family

I wish to thank them for their cards
and flowers and all the good wishes I

received during my illness
It was greatly appreciated

Molly Donen

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
I would like to express my thanks and

gratitude for the many good wishes, cards
and donations during my hospital stay.
My husband and I would like to wish

family and friends a Happy and Healthy
New Year

Paula Worb

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
Thank you to my family and

friends for all their good wishes,
donations and prayers during

my recent illness.
Meyer Silver

• 1 Day Repairs
• Name Pendants
• Chai's & Mezzuzot
• Diamonds & Gold
• Movado • Tag • Bulova
• Watch Repairs

CALL OR VISIT

CUSTOM JEWELLERY
DESIGNS

194 Osborne St. 949-0715

SHIRITH'S HEBREW-ENGLISH

FAMILY DAY CARE

for children, ages 1 - 3.
River Heights - 649 Oxford St.

7:45 AM - 4:45 PM

* 17 years experience in education
* warm loving atmosphere
* breakfast, hot lunch and 4 o'clock snack included
* Holidays and Israeli folklore
* Parental programming input

Opening after the High Holidays Sept. 30th, 2009.

email: - rmaman@mts.net
Ph. 589-6718

OUR LITTLE SHTETL

By

MYRON LOVE

SOPHIE BERKAL SARBIT will
pursue her singing career
while going to school in
Toronto.

JOSH ASSOR appearing in
two shows at Stratford.

ALEXANDRA FROHLINGER
in final year of study at the
Boston Conservatory.



along with the
Jewish Foundation of
Manitoba, which
will be contributing
$75,000.

The combined
infusion of $740,000
should be the cata-
lyst that Lubavitch
has been needing in
order to get this
much-delayed pro-
ject off the ground,
according to Rabbi
Altein.

Plans to build a
new centre in the
south end have been
in the works for most
of the past decade. In an article that first
appeared in this paper over three years ago
(which was written by this reporter), it was
noted that Lubavitch “had first developed an
interest in acquiring a suitable tract of land
upon which to build a new centre over five
years ago. Chabad spent over three years
looking for the right place for its centre.
Finally, in March of 2004, a suitable loca-
tion was found at 1845 Mathers Avenue.
Formerly the site of the CN rail line, it was
purchased contingent on zoning approval.
The deal was finalized in the fall of 2005.”

The same article went on to note that
“total cost for the new Lubavitch centre is in
the $3 million area…If all goes well,
Lubavitch hopes to begin actual construc-
tion of the first phase of its project before the
end of the fall” (of 2006).

As is evidenced by the lack of construc-
tion on the site, however, in the words of the
Scottish poet Robbie Burns, “The best laid
plans o’ mice an’ men gang aft a-gley”. (In
order to forestall
any potential letters
to the editor, it
should be noted
that there is no sug-
gestion that any of
the principals
involved in the
planning of the
Lubavitch Centre
are mice, nor that
Robbie Burns was
himself a
Lubavitcher al-
though it is possible
that his original
family name was
“Burnstein”.)

In conversation
with this reporter,
Rabbi Shmuly
Altein, (who is
Rabbi Avrohom
Altein’s oldest son
and head of the
Torah Learning
Project in
Winnipeg), it was
confirmed that
organizers of the
Lubavitch Learning
Centre project had
raised over $1 mil-
lion prior to the flur-
ry of announce-
ments earlier this
month.

The final project is still projected to cost in
the neighbourhood of $3 million, according
to Rabbi Shmuly, which means that
Lubavitch will be required to continue with
its large-scale fundraising campaign.

“The layout for the centre has been totally
changed,” Shmuly noted. Originally intend-
ed to be built in a series of phases, the cen-
tre will still be built in phases, but the com-
ponents of each of those phases has now
been revised. 

The first phase was to consist of an audito-
rium that would accommodate “adult class-
es, youth programs and a daycare area”.
Later phases were to see construction of a
“synagogue area, social hall, library, lounge,
classrooms, kosher kitchen facilities, facili-
ties to accommodate the new Winnipeg
Yeshiva program, along with the parking lot
and play area”. What the new centre will
now look like will depend on the success of
future fund-raising efforts, according to its
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Back, by popular demand...

The Grant & Wilton Coffee House 
(in the basement of Temple Shalom)

is pleased to present

bluelight
Sat., Oct. 3   7:30 p.m.

Doors open at 7   Tickets - $10
For information call 488-0207

Come for an evening of light jazz & smooth vocals!

Teens
Tweens

Strictly

• XRKade® • Swimming • Ice Cream Bar • TV Game Show • XRKade® • Swimming •Ice
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Teens
Tweensand

StrictlyStrictly

Registration must be done in advance and tickets purchase by:  Thursday, Sept 24, 2009. (NO MONEY WILL BE TAKEN AT THE DOOR)
For further information and to register contact: Roberta Malam 480-7550 rmalam@radyjcc.com

Stay 
Tuned for 

Future 
Events!

Supported by

Saturday
September 26,2009
Rady Jewish Community Centre

Grades 5 & 6
6:30 – 9:00 pm
$8 m / $10 nm

Featuring 

Rocking 
Al Pitch
- TV Game 
Show Live

PRIZES

Lubavi tch
Centre
(Cont. from page
1.)

(Cont. on page 8. See “Lubavitch Centre”.)

2006 plan for Lubavitch’s new south end centre (The plan has
since been modified.)



organizers. 
BRUINOOGE COMMITS 

FEDERAL DOLLARS
In making the announcement that the

Federal government will contribute $320,000
toward the construction of the Lubavitch
Centre, Winnipeg South M.P. Rod Bruinooge
said “I understand how a community such as
yours needs a place to meet.”

The $320,000 federal commitment (along
with the matching contribution from the
province) was part of a larger announcement
of some $84 million of combined federal and
provincial funding toward a host of projects
which come under the rubric of the
“Infrastructure Stimulus Fund”. Under the
terms of the fund, projects must be “material-
ly completed by March 2011.”

Another common criterion for all the pro-

jects under the Infrastructure Stimulus Fund is
that they are required to have “shovels in the
ground” within a very short while. 

According to Rabbi Shmuly Altein, in the
case of the new Lubavitch Centre, the dead-
line for getting “shovels in the ground” is
November 15, less than two months away. 

Speaking on behalf of the Province of
Manitoba, Minister of Infrastructure and
Transportation Ron Lemieux noted that he
had been “quite impressed with Rabbi
(Avrohom) Altein saying that (the new
Lubavitch Centre) was for the (Jewish) com-
munity as a whole.”

“We have a secretariat that goes through all
the applications” received for infrastructure
stimulus funding, Lemieux said. The proposal
that came from the Lubavitch movement here
met all the criteria, he explained.

In describing his reaction to the announce-
ment that the new centre qualifies for gov-
ernment funding of some $640,000, Rabbi
Avrohom Altein said: “This puts us on the

map and makes the
Winnipeg communi-
ty something special
that other communi-
ties around the
world would envy.”

Altein noted that
“Chabad is the most
widespread move-
ment (among Jews)
around the world.
The name ‘Chabad’
means ‘chochma,
binah, and dan’
‘ u n d e r s t a n d i n g ,
learning, and wis-
dom’.”

“This particular
grant is an ‘infra-
structure stimulus
grant’,” Rabbi Altein
said. “This is the
final act that will
reach out and bring
in every Jew in
hands-on learning in
every sense of the
word.”

Speaking on

behalf of the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg,
Senior Vice-President Ben Cohen said that
“Chabad may not be the largest Jewish orga-
nization in Winnipeg, but it is the most influ-
ential…It is the organization that touches
every Jew…and aligns itself with the goals of
the Jewish Federation of Winnipeg.”

Noting that the Lubavitch movement still
has quite a ways to go before it reaches its
ultimate goal of having $3 million toward the
construction of the new Learning Centre,
however, Rabbi Shmuly Altein suggested that
anyone is welcome to make a donation with
an eye toward having a major component of
the centre named after a specific person or
persons.

“Someone could dedicate the shul, some-
one could dedicate the school,” he said.

Obviously to be continued...
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SukkotSunday

Celebrate the holiday of Sukkot at the Rady JCC’s fun-filled family celebration.

Sunday,
Oct.4

1:00pm -3:00pm
Multi-Purpose Room

Rady JCC

Sukkot 
Sunday 
FAMILY HOLIDAY

PROGRAM

FREE FOR MEMBERS
$5/per Family for Non-Members
Everyone is welcome to attend. 

123 Doncaster Street.    477-7510    www.radyjcc.com

Join the 

Fink/Posen family 

for an entertaining 

program of music, 

stories and 
songs.

Guest Performers

Mishpacha
(The Family) 

Shayla Fink
Kinzey Posen 

Avi Posen

Ice 
Cream 

bar 

Arts
& 

Crafts 

RON LEMIEUX, Provincial Minister of
Infrastructure and Transportation was very
“impressed” with Rabbi (Avrohom) Altein.

Lubavitch Centre
(Cont. from page 7.)

Rady JCC presents Sukkot
Sunday Family Holiday Program 

Everyone is invited to Rady JCC’s fourth annual Sukkot Sunday
Family Celebration which will take place on Sunday October 4
from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. at the Rady JCC. 

We are delighted to announce that our special guest performers
for this program will be Mishpacha (The Family) featuring Shayla
Fink, Kinzey Posen and Avi Posen. This musical family will be pre-
senting an entertaining program of music, stories and songs.
Shayla and Kinzey and their family are well-known in our com-
munity for their talent, bringing much pleasure to Winnipeg audi-
ences for many years.

This special program is sure to be enjoyable for children and
families and will also include other activities such Sukkot crafts
and as an extra treat there will be an ice cream bar for everyone
to enjoy.

According to Gayle Waxman, Rady JCC Executive Director, “The
Rady JCC is pleased to present this family event in honour of
Sukkot. The Sukkot Sunday Family Event is just one many Rady
JCC programs throughout the year for parents and children to
enjoy together. We are especially thrilled to have the Fink/Posen
family as our guest entertainers”.

Mark your calendar for Sunday, October 4 for what is sure to be
a pleasurable event. Join old and new friends as we celebrate
Sukkot in a fun-filled afternoon with activities for the entire fami-
ly. For more information, please call the Rady Jewish Community
Centre.



By MARTIN ZEILIG
During the Israel–Gaza war in

January, 2009, Winnipegger Aaron
Perlov, an Access and Liason Officer
with the U.N. Access Support Team
(AST) in Jerusalem since November
2008, would go to bed at night and
yet still hear the distant bombing
from Israeli forces pounding the
Hamas controlled Gaza 

But he never really got much shut-
eye.

“Nobody sleeps during a war,”
stresses the curly haired Perlov, 30,
who attended Joseph Wolinsky
Collegiate until Grade 10 before
switching over to the University of
Winnipeg Collegiate for his final two
years of high school. 

“I’d drive my private car to the border
between Israel and Gaza to an area just past
Sderot (an Israeli border town) and watched
the coastline light up with explosions. It’s
scary that these serious issues of human suf-
fering have become matter-of-fact issues,
which guide my day to day endeavours, but
allow me to maintain neutrality and impar-
tiality.

“The paradox was
that Gaza was so
close, yet so far away.
I think it’s so sad that
90 per cent of the
people across the
Gaza-Israel line just
wanted to sleep with-
out the pounding and
explosions of bombs,
mortars and rockets.”

Perlov, who has a
Bachelor of Science
Degree in Psychology
from the University of
Victoria and an MA
degree from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem in Middle
East Studies, explains that he and his col-
leagues at AST – an interagency project estab-
lished in 2008 “to develop a centralized and
pro-active U.N.” strategy – are trying to facil-
itate the access and movement of humanitar-
ian workers and improve the delivery of assis-
tance and aid to civilians in Israel, the Gaza
Strip and throughout the West Bank

“The continuation of the conflict (between
Israel and the Palestinians) affects me,” says
Perlov, whose previous job was as the

Logistics Import-Export Officer with the
International Committee of the Red Cross in
Jerusalem and with the National
Democratic Institute in Cairo and Jerusalem,
and who is completing an MBA from
Kelloggs Recanati School in Tel Aviv.

“In Canada, people cannot relate to issues
of access and movement. And, if there’s a
water-main break in my house and my taps

don’t work, I can have
it repaired by the
evening. But, in other
areas of the world run-
ning water is not taken
for granted because
water, electricity and
reconstruction are
immediate issues of
today.” 

Due to his position,
Perlov – who also
speaks Hebrew, Arabic,
Mandarin and basic
French – comments
that he can’t take a
political point view, at

least publicly.
“But, I love Israelis and Palestinians

because I’m blessed with being able to
share my free time with incredible friends
on both sides of the border,” he says.

“When you step outside of the politics,
which I do because my jobs have been on
the ground, that develops genuine relation-
ships based on direct interactions without
formulating opinions. I take people for who
they are and I don’t judge them. I still
believe in people interaction. And, what
better way to do this than by business and

trade which take down walls and borders
between cultures and populations.”

Winnipeger Aaron Perlov now serving with U.N. in Israel
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162 Cumberland Street, Suite 300
Toronto, Ontario M5R 3N5

Tel: 416.966.1100
Toll Free: 1.800.494.0389

www.romspen.com

To our valued clients “L’Shanah Tova”.

Arthur Resnick Mark Hilson Wesley Roitman Blake Cassidy Sheldon Esbin

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of a new year. We go to 

shul and hear the sounds of the shofar. We review our mistakes,

cast off our sins, and resolve to do better in the coming year.

We spend time with family and cherished friends.

To the 1800 investors of the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund, 

the large majority being Jewish, we wish you continued success

and good health. From Arthur, Mark, Wes, Blake, Shelly and our

entire staff,  “L’Shanah tova tikatev v’taihatem – May you be

inscribed and sealed for a good year.”

AARON PERLOV: Able to converse in Hebrew,
Arabic, Mandarin and French.

“In Canada, people cannot relate
to issues of access and

movement. And, if there’s a
water-main break in my house
and my taps don’t work, I can

have it repaired by the evening.
But, in other areas of the world
running water is not taken for

granted because water,
electricity and reconstruction are

immediate issues of today.”
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L o n g
b e f o r e
D r .
Brothers
and Dr.
Phil, the
p e r i o d
between
R o s h
H a s h -

anah and Yom Kippur gave Jews
all over the world a prescription
for inner peace and mental
health. Take a few days to review
your behavior, ask forgiveness,
and resolve to do a better job in
the coming year. Introspection
and reflection.

Not to trivialize the seriousness
of the High Holidays, but I must
tell you, that I do some of my
best reflecting and introspecting
late at night in the bathtub. I
think back on my life and maybe,
like many of you, wonder about
decisions made
in haste, in igno-
rance, in youth.
But what did I
know of Yom
Kippur back
then? 

Maybe it was
their New York
accents, but for
the longest time, I
thought my par-
ents were talking
about “young
kipper”. I was
only three years
old, so it was not until I learned
to read that I discovered the cor-
rect name of this holiday and
that it had nothing to do with
fish.

In our neighborhood, in those
times, it was not “cool” to be too
religious (or more accurately,
observant). My mother had pret-
ty well abandoned her Ultra-
Orthodox upbringing in order to
fit into the American “Melting
Pot.” Although we celebrated
holidays with extended family -
dinners and parties, had chicken
soup with kreplach and a roast
every Friday night, when we
asked about these holidays and
customs, we were given informa-
tion only on a need-to-know
basis.

One question I asked her really
changed my life. When I was 12,
I happened to share an elevator
with two identically-dressed girls
who were neighbors in my apart-
ment building (years later I real-
ized that they were dressed in
Catholic School uniforms). As we
rode up to the fifth floor, the two
stared at me and whispered to
each other. Then one of them
pointed at me and said, “You
don’t believe in Jesus!!”

To be honest, I had never heard
of Jesus. Up until then I thought
everyone was Jewish (really!). So
not wanting to appear “out of the
loop” I retorted, “Oh yes I do!”

The elevator door opened, and

the girls bolted out to tell their
mom and I asked my mother,
“Who is Jesus?”

The next day, I was enrolled in
Hebrew night school. No one I
knew went to Hebrew school in
my neighborhood and for sure
none of my girl friends had Bat
Mitzvahs. This was uncharted ter-
ritory and I loved it! I learned to
read Hebrew, read about
Abraham in Ha Yehudi Ha
Rishon (The First Jew), learned
prayers and songs and joined the
children’s choir.

However for me, the most
exciting part of my time at night
school was the transportation.
Three times a week, at 3 o’clock
a long black Cadillac limousine
would be parked outside P.S.
175, waiting for me. As soon as I
appeared, a liveried chauffeur
would leap out of the car to open
the passenger door and I would

g r a n d l y
w a v e
farewell to
my envious
friends who
didn’t real-
ize that our
school was
only the
first stop of
a milk-run
to the Forest
Hills Jewish
Center.

I only
lasted a

year at night school. The lure of
pre-teen parties and dances was
just too strong. Later I would
come to understand the value of
that short-lived educational
experience, but now I was into
“Teenhood” (Is there such a
word?) and with it came a whole
new and strange way to cele-
brate the High Holidays.

In those days, the upcoming
Jewish New Year’s prompted a
rush to the stores to find the per-
fect outfit for Yom Tov (or as we
say in New York, “Yuntiff”).
Dressing to the teeth in one’s best
clothes was a mandate that
extended to both young and old.
Stylish yet conservative new hats,
dresses, suits and shoes were the
order of the day. 

I attended the Young Adult
Rosh Hashanah Service where of
course everyone looked fabu-
lous! The problem was that most
of these young congregants were
there for the wrong reasons.
Rather than reflection and intro-
spection, it was “see and be
seen.” Kids would scan the room
for their friends, and after sitting
for 15 or 20 minutes, would get
up and leave for the “Holiday
Schmooz Parade” that was taking
place outside the shul. 

The street was overflowing with
teens who would walk up, down
and around the block, showing

Jill Brandes

(Cont. on page 11. See “Jill
Brandes”.)

Maybe it was their New
York accents, but for the

longest time, I thought my
parents were talking about
“young kipper”. I was only
three years old, so it was
not until I learned to read

that I discovered the
correct name of this

holiday and that it had
nothing to do with fish.

ON THE FLIP SIDE

By

JILL BRANDES

Introspection and reflection
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Local Shaw producer travels to Israel
to produce documentary

Brandes/community news

Clarification
A story in our last issue about

the rededication of the
Holocaust Education Centre
may have given readers the
wrong impression. 

While the dedication of the
Rabbi Weizman display case
in front of the centre was part
of the events that took place on
Sunday, August 30,  the tribute
to Rabbi Weizman was not an
initiative of the Jewish Heritage
Centre Holocaust Education
Committee. 

In fact the move to create this
special display case was as a
result of the efforts of a com-
mittee especially organized as
the Rabbi Peretz Weizman
Tribute Committee to honor
the Rabbi for his 58 years of
service to our community. 

The committee held two
major events, starting with a
special Shabbat morning ser-
vice on Saturday, August 22, at
Congregation Etz Chayim and
followed by a dinner the next
evening also at Etz Chayim. 

The committee undertook a
major fund raising campaign
and the monies raised estab-
lished the Rabbi Peretz
Weizman Holocaust
Education Trust Fund at the
Jewish Foundation Of
Manitoba. 

Proceeds from the fund will
support the establishment and
maintenance of the Holocaust
Education Display Showcase
located at the entrance to the
Freeman Family Holocaust
Education Centre at the Asper
Jewish Community Campus, as
a lasting legacy to and in the
name of Rabbi Peretz
Weizman. 

The display will be managed
by the Jewish Heritage Centre
Of Western Canada. 

The official dedication of the
showcase took place as part of
the program on Sunday August
30th. 

By BERNIE BELLAN

Local Shaw (Cable 9) producer Tracy
Koga traveled to Israel in June courtesy of
the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew
University.

Accompanied by cameraman Darin
Morash, the two were part of a group of
six representatives of Canadian media
outlets who were invited to tour the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem, along
with several other sites in Israel.

The resulting documentary recording
produced by Koga and Morash will be
able to be seen on three different dates:
Sunday, Sept. 27, at noon; Wednesday,
Sept. 30, at 9 pm; and Monday, Oct. 12
(Thanksgiving), at 11 am.

Koga, who is the Arts and Entertainment
producer for Shaw, says that that the tour
in which they participated gave them “a
view of Israel that is probably not seen by the media
– not your everyday tour.”

The highlight of the tour was a visit to the brand-
new Institute for Medical Research Israel-Canada
(IMRIC), located on the Ein Kerem medical campus
of the Hebrew University. The institute is funded by
the Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University and

is involved in cutting-edge research into such dis-
eases as diabetes, cancer, Alzheimer’s, and
Parkinson’s. 

In addition to delving into the important work
being conducted at IMRIC, the Shaw documentary
will offer viewers information on the history of the
Hebrew University. 

While they were in Israel, Koga and Morash said
that they were able to tour a vari-
ety of interesting spots, some of
which are considered obligatory
tourist locations, while others are
less so.

“We went to the Wailing Wall,”
says Morash, but they also went
to a nightclub in Tel Aviv  called
“Mike’s Place”, which is owned
by a Canadian, he says. The
house band there, he says, is
known as “YOOD”.  “They’re
great,” Morash says, and they’re
all “religious Jews”.

One of the individuals with
whom the two Winnipeggers
spent time was the Canadian
ambassador to Israel, Jon Allen,
who himself hails from
Winnipeg.

“We shot nine and a half hours
of footage,” Koga says. “We think
viewers will find this documen-
tary as interesting to look at as we
did to film.”

Shaw Producer TRACY KOGA and cameraman DARIN
MORASH.

off their outfits, meeting friends,
and just hanging out to watch the
fit, the fashionable, and the feck-
less saunter by (I remember feel-
ing pretty spiffy myself, resplen-
dent in my gray tweed suit with
the fluffy, faux raccoon collar).
After about 15 or 20 minutes of
“visiting”, we would return to the
service. The Youth Leaders would
exhort us to stay in our seats, but
it was no use. We still didn’t
“get” what these holidays were
all about.

For me, the first realization of
the benefits of Yom Tov came
several years later when my dad
took me to a Rosh Hashanah
Service in the main shul. Our
synagogue had a world class
cantor and professional choir,

and the music that they sang
connected with me on a spiritual
level. My short stint in Hebrew
school did help a little, but it was
the peaceful atmosphere that
gave rise to deeper thoughts than
clothes and fads.

Years later while far away from
home at university, attending
shul on Yom Tov became an
annual ritual. Even if one is not
familiar with the service, the
comfort of community provided
the chance to reflect on the past
year and resolve and set goals for
the coming year. 

These days, as I sit late at night
in my tub, I think about the year
to come and wonder what lies
ahead. My holiday celebration
will be very different this year as
my husband and are going to
celebrate Yom Kippur at…

To be continued.

Jill Brandes
(Cont. from page 10.)
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Israel newsTEMPLE SHALOM - NEW YEAR – NEW START
Temple Shalom welcomes back, Rabbi Karen Soria! Rabbi Karen’s rich and

varied rabbinical experience – from serving as the first female rabbi in Australia,
to small congregation ministry, to hospital and military chaplaincy, has helped us
all emerge into a more mature faith and spirituality! We look forward to another
spiritually enriched year.

Temple Shalom welcomes back Maxa Sawyer to the Religious School. It is very
exciting to announce that Alix Tessler, will be the teacher for the younger students
ages 5 to 7 and with Rabbi Karen Soria and Cantor Len Udow teaching in the
School, this will round out our school both liturgically and musically. Our goal is
to give our children keys and challenge them to open the many doors that
Judaism offers them. Your children will love to be a part of this vibrant group.
Classes are Sun. 9:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. Children’s Hebrew School is Wed. 4:30
to 6:00 p.m.

Temple Shalom welcomes back, Cantor Len Udow who adds so much to our
Shabbat Services and Life Cycle events. At Temple Shalom music is always cru-
cial and is highly participatory. If you like to sing you’ll feel right at home. At a
Shabbat Service the congregation might be singing a Shlomo Carlebach niggun,
a hymn from your grandparents’ childhood, a traditional Ladino tune or a mod-
ern one by Debbie Freidman. Come hear what joy and spirituality can be added
to your High Holidays and Shabbat. Some highlights in September and October: 
Fri. Sept. 25 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Shuva Service – led by R.Karen with Cantor
Len 
Fri. Oct. 2 6:00 p.m. Sukkot Pot Luck –please call for details

7:00 p.m. Sukkot Service lay led with Cantor Len 
Sat. Oct. 3 7:30 p.m. Grant/Wilton Coffee House with ‘Blue Light’
Tickets’ $10.
Wed. Oct. 7 1:30 p.m. Health and Well-Being “Changing the World One
Heart at a Time – The Story of L’Arche Winnipeg.”
Fri. Oct. 9 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service – Simchat Torah –Lay led with
Cantor Len
Fri. Oct. 16 7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service led by R.Karen
Fri. Oct. 30 8:00 p.m. Shabbat Service led by R. Karen, Cantor Len & the
Friday Night Live Band

ADULT COURSES:
B’nai/B’not Mitzvah Classes –Thurs. Sept. 24, 8:00 p.m. –Organizational/Info
Meeting
Health/Fitness Support Group – Wed. Oct. 8, 7:00 p.m.
Crash Course Read Hebrew – Level 1 Thurs. Oct. 15, 7:30 p.m.
Rosh Chodesh for Women – Sun. Oct. 18, 7:00 p.m.
Watercolour for Absolute Beginners - Thursdays Oct 15, 4-6 p.m. Sundays
Oct.18, 7 p.m.

If you are searching for a spirited, progressive Jewish community, a more pow-
erful connection to God, fresh approaches to life-long Jewish learning and oppor-
tunities to help change the world, come join Student Rabbi Uri Barnea, Cantor
Len Udow and the Temple Shalom family for Shabbat and High Holiday Services
and bring your children to the Religious School. Our welcoming, intimate con-
gregation will be delighted to envelop you in a wonderful Jewish experience!

For more information call the office at 453-1625.

Israel Archaeological News
Second Temple road uncovered in Jerusalem 

JERUSALEM (JTA) – An ancient road in Jerusalem that pilgrims used
to reach the Second Temple was uncovered during excavations. 

The excavation in the City of David was made public Sunday by the
Israel Antiquities Authority. 

The road has been known for more than 100 years, when it was dis-
covered in the late 1890s by Professor Frederick Bliss and Archibald
Dickey of the British Palestine Exploration Fund. They covered and
filled in the road at the end of their excavation. Other sections of the
road also were excavated and covered over in 1937 and from 1961 to
1967. 

The road was uncovered in the Shiloach Pool Excavation, about 600
yards south of the Temple Mount. It represents the central thorough-
fare of Jerusalem that ascended from the northwest corner of the
Second Temple-era Shiloach Pool to the north. 

The section of road is built in the Second Temple style, which com-
prises alternating wide and narrow steps. 

Bar Kochba-era coin cache discovered 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The

largest ever cache of coins from
the period of the Bar Kochba
revolt was found in a cave in
the Judean Hills. 

The 120 gold, silver and
bronze coins, as well as some
pottery and weapons, were dis-
covered during a cave research
and mapping project by
Hebrew University and Bar Ilan
University researchers, it was
announced Wednesday. 

The coins were found in a
cave with a hidden wing that
likely served as a hiding place
for the Jewish fighters of the Bar Kochba revolt against the Romans. 

Most of the coins are in excellent condition and were struck over as
rebels’ coins on top of Roman coins. 

The new imprints show Jewish images and words, such as the facade
of the Temple in Jerusalem and the slogan “for the freedom of
Jerusalem.” Some of the coins are original Roman coins of the period. 

Bar Kochba coins of this quality and quantity have never been dis-
covered in one location by researchers in the land of Israel, although
antiquities looters over the years have found and sold large numbers
of coins from this period, according to a news release from Hebrew
University. 

British trade unions approve Israel boycott
JERUSALEM (JTA) – British trade unions approved a boycott against

importing goods produced in some Israeli settlements. 
The boycott was approved Thursday by the Trade Union Congress at

its annual conference. The congress also called for an end to arms
trading with Israel and for disinvestment from some Israeli companies. 

According to the London Times online, the unions had considered a
comprehensive boycott of consumer goods produced in Israel but
reconsidered following “frantic behind-the-scenes negotiations.” 

The statement approved by the delegates read: “To increase the pres-
sure for an end to the Israeli occupation of Palestinian Territories and
the removal of the separation wall and illegal settlements, we will sup-
port a boycott of those goods and agricultural products that originate
in illegal settlements through developing an effective, targeted con-
sumer-led boycott campaign.” 

Mitchell, Netanyahu again can’t reach deal on building
JERUSALEM (JTA) – George Mitchell and Benjamin Netanyahu met

for a second straight day but failed to reach agreement again on halt-
ing Israeli construction in the settlements. 

The U.S. special Middle East envoy and Israeli prime minister met
again Friday following Mitchell’s return to Israel from visiting Jordan
on Thursday, according to the Prime Minister’s Office. Mitchell had
been expected to return Wednesday to the United States. 

The Prime Minister’s Office characterized Wednesday’s meeting as
“good,” but gave no further details. 

Mitchell appears determined to strike a deal with Israel on freezing
construction in the settlements before the United Nations General
Assembly meeting Sept. 23. 

A deal would allow the United States to arrange a meeting with
Obama, Netanyahu and Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas on the sidelines of the General Assembly. Abbas has said he
will not meet with Netanyahu until construction is halted. 
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THE JEWISH HERITAGE CENTRE OF WESTERN CANADA INC.
announces

THE SWITZER-COOPERSTOCK LECTURE PRIZE 
IN WESTERN CANADIAN JEWISH HISTORY

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada invites applications for the 2010 Switzer-
Cooperstock Prize in Western Canadian Jewish History. This prize, established by the Switzer family
to honour their parents and grandparents, will be awarded for a publishable essay on the subjects
listed below.

1) secular Jewish schools in Western Canada,
2) Jewish settlers and traders in rural areas of Western Canada,
3) The immigration experience of Jews to Western Canada.

The research may use original sources or it may be a synthesis of other published material. Other
related topics may be considered.

To apply, write a letter identifying the research project, the problem to be solved, previous
scholarship, the sources used, and the preliminary results. The deadline for applications is
December 15, 2009. Applications will be considered by an academic  panel and the results will be
announced on or about January 30, 2010.

The winner will receive $5,500 and will present his/her findings at a public lecture in Winnipeg in
Fall 2010. The lecture will be published.

To apply or request further information, contact Mr. Stanislao Carbone, Director of Programs and
Exhibits, Jewish Heritage Centre of Western Canada; 123 Doncaster Street; Winnipeg Canada, R3N
2B2. Email: scarbone@aspercampus.mb.ca

LOUIS & ROSE SWITZER (née COOPERSTOCK)

Essay prize on Western
Canadian Jewish History
The Jewish Heritage Centre is beginning preparations for the

second awarding of the Switzer-Cooperstock Prize in Western
Canadian History. The first prize, awarded in September 2008 to
Professor Theodore Friedgut of Hebrew University (Jerusalem) was
overwhelmingly successful. Two hundred fifty people packed the
Berney Theatre to hear Professor Friedgut give the history of the
Lipton Saskatchewan Jewish farm colony. Professor Friedgut grew
up in Regina and had relatives in Lipton. The lecture will be pub-
lished and released this Fall along with volume nine of Jewish Life
and Times.

Established by the Switzer family to memorialize the interests of
their parents and grandparents, Louis Switzer and Rose
Cooperstock Switzer, this $5,500 prize will be awarded in January
2010 for research on Western Canadian Jewish history. The prize
is intended to stimulate research on western Canadian Jewish his-
tory, especially in areas such as the secular Jewish schools, settlers
and traders in rural areas, and the immigration experience in the
cities. 

Potential applicants are invited to contact Stan Carbone at the
Jewish Heritage Centre office for details. Community historians as
well as academic historians are invited to apply. The deadline for
applications is December 15, 2009. In addition to receiving the
cash award, the winner will give a public lecture that will be pub-
lished afterwards.

The Jewish Heritage Centre has been particularly active in 2009
with the opening of the Corridor Display Museum, the publication
of Coming of Age: A History of the Jewish People of Manitoba by
Allan Levine, and the rededication of the Holocaust Education
Centre.

Canadian Protestants fund fringe Jewish group
TORONTO (JTA) – Canada’s largest Protestant church helped

finance a Jewish group that supports a boycott of Israel and is consid-
ered fringe by mainstream Jewry. 

The United Church of Canada’s national office confirmed to the
National Post newspaper that it had donated $900 to a March 2008
conference that led to the founding of the organization Independent
Jewish Voices. 

The donation helped defray 10 percent of the event’s costs, includ-
ing travel expenses for three speakers, but should not be considered
seed money for the new alternative Jewish group, a United Church
official told the Post. 

The grant intended “to facilitate voices being presented from the
[Middle East],” church spokesman Bruce Gregersen told the newspa-
per. “The description of the event is consistent with our overall policy
that the end of the occupation must come in order to bring peace and
justice.” 

Gregersen added that it is “not typical [of the United Church] to
fund events hosted by another faith.” 

The two-day conference was staged by the Alliance of Concerned
Jewish Canadians to voice its opposition to Israel’s policies and the
stance taken by the Canadian Jewish Congress and B’nai Brith
Canada. Independent Jewish Voices in Canada grew out of the
Alliance. 

In June, Independent Jewish Voices became the first national Jewish
organization in Canada to join the international Boycott, Divestment
and Sanctions campaign against Israel. 

The Canadian Jewish Congress said it was “shocking, outrageous,
shameful and scandalous” that a Christian church had financially
backed the event that founded Independent Jewish Voices. 

“That a mainstream Christian faith group would provide funding to
create an anti-Zionist, and anti-Jewish group is absolutely astound-
ing,” CEO Bernie Farber told the Post. 

The CJC and the United Church battled recently over resolutions
calling for a boycott of Israel that had been proposed at the church’s
annual conference. The measures were defeated at the national level,
but the United Church “encouraged” individual members and con-
gregations to “study ways to end the occupation of the disputed
Palestinian territories.” 

Canadian university reinstates High Holidays classes 
TORONTO (JTA) – Under a new policy, one of Canada’s largest uni-

versities will hold classes on the Jewish holidays. 
York University in Toronto, which has been the site recently of sev-

eral anti-Semitic and anti-Israel incidents, says its new policy is aimed
at helping incoming students adjust to a heavier workload. 

University officials say the move is unrelated to a complaint lodged
by a York professor that the practice of canceling classes on the Jewish
holidays was unfair to non-Jewish students. 

York was long believed to be the only public university in North
America that suspended lectures for two days on Rosh Hashanah and
one day on Yom Kippur. 

It began canceling classes on Jewish holidays in 1974. But history
professor David Noble, who is Jewish, citing the growing diversity of
the York student body, accused the university of violating Ontario’s
Human Rights Code by favoring one religion over others. 

The university changed its policy before the Ontario Human Rights
Commission made a ruling, but Noble filed a separate complaint with
the commission claiming to have suffered reprisals over the issue. A
hearing on that complaint is scheduled for later this week. 

”It’s the first time Jewish students will have to miss classes on the
High Holidays, but we’ll just have to make sure we can work around
it with our professors,” business student Matan Hazanov, president of
the Jewish student group Hillel@York, told the Toronto Star. 

Film festival counter protest heats up 
TORONTO (JTA) – A prominent list of celebrities opposed a group

that criticized the Toronto International Film Festival’s spotlight on Tel
Aviv. 

Jerry Seinfeld, Natalie Portman, Sacha Baron Cohen, Lisa Kudrow,
Jason Alexander and Lenny Kravitz were among those endorsing a
statement against what they call the “blacklisting” of Israeli artists at
the TIFF, which ran through Sept. 19. The list was presented Sept. 15
by the UJA Federation of Greater Toronto and the Jewish Federation of
Greater Los Angeles. 

Titled “We don’t need another blacklist,” the statement applauded
the festival’s decision to spotlight Tel Aviv in the program’s inaugural
City to City series. The original protesters did not call for a blacklist of
Israeli artists at the festival, objecting only to the focus on Tel Aviv
while ignoring the “brutal occupation” by Israel. 

Visiting Israeli filmmakers “represent a dynamic national cinema,
the best of Israel’s open, uncensored, artistic expression. Anyone who
has actually seen recent Israeli cinema ... knows they are in no way
a propaganda arm for any government policy,” the statement said. 

(For more on TIFF, see story on page 15.)



By BERNIE BELLAN 
As the Canadian economy

now seems to be clearly
emerging from the worst
recession in over ten years –
possibly the worst since the
Great Depression of the
1930’s, investors are return-
ing to the market in droves.

Yet, amidst the havoc creat-
ed by the plunge in invest-
ment returns, one company
has demonstrated consistent
results that have belied the
almost universal plunge
experienced by every sector
of the economy.

That company is the
Romspen Investment
Corporation, whose
founders, Sheldon Esbin and
Arthur Resnick have been
managing mortgage funds on
behalf of investors for 40
years. 

The Romspen Fund is a

leading Canadian non-bank mortgage lender
specializing in commercial real estate.

The Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund
began in January 2006 when all the individ-
ual syndicated mortgages that had been
under Esbin’s and Resnick’s management
were pooled into one fund. Its investments
are comprised almost entirely of commercial
and industrial first mortgages on about 115
properties across Canada.

Investors in the Fund comprise individuals,
trusts, endowments, and companies. The
investment objectives of the Fund are focused
on capital preservation, consistency, and
absolute cash yields to investors of 10 per-
cent per annum. Over the past 15 years,
Romspen has invested over $1 billion in over
600 mortgages and has consistently earned
average annual returns of approximately 10
percent. All profits are distributed to investors
monthly.

Headquartered in Toronto, the Rompspen
Mortgage Investment Fund currently has a
total asset base over $500 million.

Readers of The Jewish Post & News are
undoubtedly familiar with the ads that
Romspen has been running in this paper for
the past two years. The target market is 50+
individuals who are keen on including a fixed
income component in their financial portfo-
lio. The Fund is RRSP and RRIF eligible. Many
seniors rely heavily on the Romspen
Mortgage Investment Fund for their monthly
income. The minimum investment required is
$25,000.

The returns that Romspen investors have
received over the years, however, are as good
an indication as any that this is one company
that delivers on its goals.

Let’s be honest: In a day and age when we
are constantly barraged with stories of finan-
cial malfeasance, anyone might be forgiven
for being more than a little skeptical of any
financial company that claims to deliver
returns averaging almost 10 percent a year.
Potential investors can feel secure in knowing
that the Romspen Fund is audited by KPMG
Canada.

The fact is, though, that 2008 was a great
year for the Romspen Fund. In a press release
describing its 2008 financial report, Romspen

said that “Despite the chal-
lenging economic environ-
ment, the Fund generated a
9.9 percent compounded
return for its investors, out-
performing every one of the
top 180 largest mutual funds
in Canada.”

According to Mark Hilson,
Managing General Partner at
Romspen, “Rompen’s com-
mon sense approach to lend-
ing and long standing invest-
ment philosophies have
served us well through many
cycles and our 2008 results
have reinforced our commit-
ment to these principles.” 

“Although globally 2008
will go down as one of the
most volatile and worst per-
forming investment periods
in recent history, the resulting
contraction in lending has
created significant opportuni-
ties for non-traditional
lenders such as Romspen. It
has allowed us to ‘cherry-

pick’ investment opportunities and invest in
lower-risk commercial mortgages without
reducing mortgage rates.”

WHERE EXACTLY, DOES ROMSPEN INVEST
ITS FUNDS?

Romspen Investment Corporation operates
as a commercial mortgage lending company
which offers commercial and industrial real
estate financing services. Its products include
first and second mortgages (although 96 per-
cent of the mortgages it finances are first
mortgages). Romspen concentrates on pro-
viding mortgages for shopping centres, office
buildings, and retirement homes.

According to information provided in a
Romspen brochure, “The Fund makes
monthly cash distributions to its investors
from interest earned on the Fund’s mortgage
investments. Investors have the option of hav-
ing these monthly distributions paid directly
into a bank account or reinvested automati-
cally into purchasing more units. 

Sound commercial mortgage lending
requires experience, discipline and diligence.
It begins with new mortgage origination and
continues in an intensive hands-on style until
the loan is repaid. We manage a select port-
folio of mortgages, which enables us to be
knowledgeable and current in monitoring
each loan. Most loans are for one year.

Our expertise in mortgage lending has
evolved through both growth years and major
real estate downturns. Capital preservation is
always our paramount objective. With the
assistance of a competent and dedicated
mortgage management team, we take pride
in a performance history of providing
investors with a stable and superior monthly
return.

The five principals of Romspen Investment
Corporation are the largest major investors in
the Romspen Mortgage Investment Fund. This
aligns their interest with that of every
investor.”

If you would like more information about
Romspen, please call their Toronto office Toll
Free: 1.800.494.0389 or visit the website at
“http://www.romspen.com/”www.romspen.com
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Even through the worst recession in memory

Romspen Fund provides consistent solid returns for investors

The Romspen team (l to r): ARTHUR RESNICK, MARK HILSON, WESLEY
ROITMAN, BLAKE CASSIDY and SHELDON ESBIN.



By BEN HARRIS 
NEW YORK (JTA)

– When Amir
Gissin helped
come up with an
idea to remake
Israel’s internation-
al image several
years ago, it’s
unlikely he imag-
ined that the show-
casing of Israeli
films in Toronto
would spark a star-
studded Hollywood
brouhaha over artis-
tic expression and
cultural boycotts. 

But that’s what
happened as Israel became the major flashpoint at this year’s Toronto
International Film Festival. 

In an interview last year with the Canadian Jews News, Gissin boast-
ed that his new marketing idea, known as Brand Israel, would help
reshape public perceptions of the Jewish state and culminate in a
major presence at the 2009 festival. 

The presence turned out to be the focus on Tel Aviv as part of the fes-
tival’s new City to City program, which included an appearance by the
city’s mayor and VIP receptions in addition to the screening of 10
Israeli films. 

“The way to fix negative images of Israel is to present Israel in a pos-
itive light elsewhere,” Gissin told the paper. 

But the effort appears to have backfired as a string of celebrities,
including Jane Fonda, Danny Glover, Viggo Mortensen and Harry
Belafonte, signed on to the so-called Toronto Declaration claiming
that the Tel Aviv spotlight is merely an attempt by the Israeli govern-
ment to divert attention from its treatment of the Palestinians. 

So rather than talking about Israel’s rich cinematic culture, the buzz
this week in Toronto has centered on the one thing Israeli officials had
sought to avoid: the conflict with the Palestinians. 

Israel has long sought to divert the focus from its conflict with the
Palestinians out of concern that in the eyes of many, the country is a
Middle East backwater engaged in an interminable tribal conflict. 

The 2007 “Girls of the IDF” photo shoot for Maxim magazine and
the recent transformation of a spit of land in Manhattan’s Central Park
into a replica of the Tel Aviv beach were of a piece with the Foreign
Ministry’s efforts to broaden public perceptions of Israel and, in effect,
tell the Western world, “Hey, we’re just like you.” 

Last year, the Israeli government dedicated $10.6 million to the effort,
according to Joel Lion, Israel’s current consul for media affairs in New
York, who in an earlier post in Germany arranged for the prime minis-
ter of Saxony to cook falafel and couscous with an Israeli chef. 

Increasingly, cultural events featuring Israeli artists have been the
focus of protests in North America. But the debacle in Toronto appears
to have drawn a much higher level of attention, raising questions
about the rebranding strategy. 

The trouble began when filmmaker John Greyson pulled his short
film from the festival. That spurred a group of filmmakers and activists
– among them Fonda, Naomi Klein, Noam Chomsky and the histori-
an Howard Zinn – to sign a declaration titled “No Celebration of
Occupation.” 

“We do not protest the individual Israeli filmmakers included in City
to City, nor do we in any way suggest that Israeli films should be
unwelcome at TIFF,” the statement said. “However, especially in the
wake of this year’s brutal assault on Gaza, we object to the use of such
an important international festival in staging a propaganda campaign
on behalf of what South African Archbishop Desmond Tutu, former
U.S. President Jimmy Carter, and U.N. General Assembly President
Miguel d’Escoto Brockmann have all characterized as an apartheid
regime.” 

Within days, the Jewish federations in Toronto and Los Angeles had
organized a group of Hollywood stars to sign a statement protesting
the Toronto Declaration. The statement – its signatories include Jerry
Seinfeld, Natalie Portman and Sacha Baron Cohen – ran as a full-page
advertisement in the Tuesday edition of the Toronto Star. 

“Anyone who has actually seen recent Israeli cinema, movies that
are political and personal, comic and tragic, often critical, knows they
are in no way a propaganda arm for any government policy,” the state-
ment said. “Blacklisting them only stifles the exchange of cultural
knowledge that artists should be the first to defend and protect. Those
who refuse to see these films for themselves or prevent them from
being seen by others are violating a cherished right shared by Canada

and all democratic countries.” 
Rabbi Marvin Hier of the Simon Wiesenthal Center argued in an

opinion piece for the Toronto Star that those backing the declaration
criticizing the focus on Tel Aviv had signed on to something that was
“intentionally or unintentionally nothing more than a recipe for
Israel’s destruction.” 

Fonda took it personally, responding with a statement in which she
described her support for various Israeli causes and stressed that the
declaration did not call for a boycott of Israeli films. Several Atlanta
Jewish leaders, including rabbis and a former federation president,
issued their own statement defending her. 

However, Fonda then issued a second statement standing by her
opposition to the official focus on Tel Aviv, but saying that the decla-
ration was one-sided and poorly worded. 

Toronto film fest calls Israeli PR strategy into question 
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What a delicious way to celebrate!

Offer valid on select products. Cannot be 
combined with any other offers. Offer code 

must be used when placing the order.

on your 
next order.

Holiday Delicious Celebration™ with Pineapple Stars of David
Copyright ©2009 By: Edible Arrangements, LLC. Containers may vary. Available in a variety of sizes.

©2003

Yom Kipper • Thank You • Birthdays • All Occasions

To order, please call or visit:

204-777-7778
Lincoln Place

1B - 756 Pembina Highway
Winnipeg, MB  R3M 2M7

EdibleArrangements.ca

SAVE $5

Offer expires 10/17/09  CODE: YOMK1027

Volunteering Can Make a
Difference In Your Life

Are you looking for new ways to get involved?

By working with children, newcomers and seniors, you will be introduced 

to new people and have the chance to explore new opportunities.

Volunteering Can Make a
Difference In Your Life

Are you looking for new ways to get involved?

By working with children, newcomers and seniors, you will be introduced 

to new people and have the chance to explore new opportunities.

BECOME A JEWISH CHILD AND FAMILY SERVICE VOLUNTEER.

Contact JCFS at 477-7452 or jcfs@jcfswinnipeg.org

Volunteering can help make a
difference in your life

Did you know that there are health benefits to doing something
positive to help someone else? Studies indicate that performing
regular volunteer work can improve your physical and emotional
well being.

Volunteer work can make a difference in your life. People vol-
unteer for many different reasons. Some volunteers comment on
how the experience has led to a career decision, or how much
confidence it has given them. Others comment on how they liked
the increased involvement in the community, or how much they
have learned from the experience. JCFS is looking for people who
would like to volunteer their time in a meaningful way. You might
like to work with children, or newcomers, adults dealing with
challenges or seniors. Call JCFS in the number listed in the
attached ad. It could be the call that will lead to important
changes in your life.

Opposing celebrities: JANE FONDA initially
lent her voice to the critics calling on TIFF not
to focus on Tel Aviv, while Israeli-born
NATALIE PORTMAN defended the decision.



By MYRON LOVE
Long time media personality Jeff Riesen

wants to put the word out. Joytv Channel 11
is inviting all faith and non-profit groups to
advertise their programming on the family
friendly and faith affirming station.

“We have a 15-minute segment at 10:00
o’clock every evening for promoting local
community events,” says Joytv’s newly-
installed regional sales and promotions rep-
resentative. “This is an opportunity for com-
munity groups to get their message out.”

Joytv, he notes, replaced Omni about a year
ago. It features news shows such as “20/20”
and “60 Minutes” as well as reruns of such
popular fare as “The Waltons” and “Frasier”.
Joytv also features the popular soap opera,
“One Life To Live”.

For Riesen, this move represents a home-
coming once again after 30 years of radio
and television work that has taken him to
communities throughout western Canada.
The son of Joe and Ruth Riesen received his
early education at Peretz School and Talmud
Torah. He chose to attend Tec Voc High
School and Red River Community College to
pursue his growing interest in a career in
radio and television.

Riesen began his broadcasting career in
1979 as an announcer for a radio station in
Moose Jaw. His next tour of duty was a cou-
ple of years on radio in Thunder Bay.

“I was gaining experience,” he says.
He returned to Winnipeg for a couple of

years and a position at CKY where he did a
lot of late night shows.

In the mid-‘80s, he moved on to Calgary
where he was given the opportunity to
branch out into commercial production and
the more creative aspect of the industry.

He returned to Winnipeg in the late 1980s
to go to work for Selkirk-based Q104, the
first FM station to specialize in Country and
Western music. “Country had become really

big by then,” he recalls. “I was working the
day shift and, for the first time, really started
getting some recognition. I had more creative

control so I began to be out in public more
often.”

That recognition included two Broadcaster
of the Year awards from the Manitoba
Association of Country Arts (MACA).

In 1992, Brandon-based Craig
Broadcasting bought Q104 and Riesen left to
pursue other opportunities. His next stop was
Regina’s leading radio station. He describes
the station as the equivalent of CJOB – with a
lot of talk shows and sports broadcasts.

“In Regina, I also began doing voiceover
work on television,” he says. “I enjoyed living
in Regina.”

Nonetheless, in the mid-‘90s, Vancouver
Island called. He was hired to be the morn-
ing announcer and assistant program director
for a station in Courtney.

“I was in charge of programming, assigning
shifts, choosing music and organizing remote
broadcasts,” he says. “I was more involved
behind the scenes.”

He was eventually transferred to that sta-
tion’s sister station in Victoria. He found how-
ever that Victoria was a very expensive city to
live in.

For the past seven years, Riesen has been
working in sales and marketing in the radio
industry. His most recent stop was in Brandon
where he served as Sales and Promotions
Advertising Representative and On-Air Events
Host for 105.5 NCI FM (the Aboriginal Radio
station).

Joytv 11 (CIIT-TV) in Winnipeg is part of the
S-VOX group of stations, Canada’s leading
provider of programming content on spiritu-
ality, faith, personal growth and wellness.In
2008, S-VOX acquired and relaunched two
former OMNI stations in Western Canada
under the Joytv brand name. Joytv 11 serves
viewers in the Winnipeg area, while Joytv 10
serves the Vancouver, Victoria and Fraser
Valley regions of B.C.

“For the first time since it was launched,
Joytv 11 will have a dedicated sales presence
in Winnipeg,” says S-VOX President and CEO

Bill Roberts. “Jeff Riesen
brings a wealth of expe-
rience and energy to this
position, and will play
an integral role in build-
ing Joytv 11 into a force
in the Winnipeg media
market.”

Riesen is looking for-
ward to sinking roots
into his home commu-
nity and becoming
involved in volunteer
work. 

Being the son of
Holocaust survivors, he
is interested in promot-
ing Holocaust
Awareness.

“I recognize the
importance of
Holocaust education,
especially for youth,” he
says. “The message has
to be very clear.”

He says that he is
available to help with
other causes as well and
looks forward to hearing
from readers. 

“On behalf of
myself, and Joy TV 11,
Shana Tova to the
Winnipeg Jewish com-
munity,” Riesen says.

Longtime media personality home to stay
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JEFF RIESEN: 30 years of radio and TV work
throughout western Canada.

“For the first time since it was
launched, Joytv 11 will have a

dedicated sales presence in
Winnipeg,” says S-VOX President and
CEO Bill Roberts. “Jeff Riesen brings
a wealth of experience and energy to
this position, and will play an integral
role in building Joytv 11 into a force

in the Winnipeg media market.”



By SKYE KNELLER

At Yad Vashem in Jerusalem, there is an
entire memorial separate from all the others,
dedicated to the one and a half million chil-
dren who were murdered during the Shoa.
Why? Why not incorporate a children’s
memorial within the main building and give
them their own exhibit there instead? Are not
all victims, regardless of age meant to be
mourned equally? 

The children’s memorial is truly like no
other. When you walk in, the hot Jerusalem
sun vanishes into a room of cloaking dark-
ness. Names can be heard as you cling to a
rail that guides you through the faces and
memories of so many lost children. Amid this
darkness, there are seemingly hundreds of
dimly shining candles that manage to illumi-
nate the entire exhibit. But in fact, there is
only one single candle that shines as though
it is many, with the help of mirrors that
reflect and endlessly distribute its light.

I had the opportunity to visit this memorial
last year among thousands of other partici-
pants of the March of the Living program.
Our days were always overflowing with
activities and places to go, yet I was sur-
prised that when we arrived in Jerusalem, we
only visited the children’s memorial at Yad
Vashem rather than touring the entire
grounds and exhibits of the powerful muse-
um. After leaving the memorial, I finally
understood why. 

I learned that a different kind of mourning
is required for children. When a child dies,
when one and a half million children die,

you do not only mourn their deaths, you
mourn the infinite number of deaths of their
potential descendants. We see from many
examples of those who survived in the
forests during the war that even if less than
500 Jews were saved, they went on to have
tens of thousands of descendants all around
the world. If even one handful of those 500
Jews had not survived, there would be hun-
dreds of fewer Jews in the world today. There
is an undetermined number of Jews who
could have risen from these one and a half
million Jewish children who were murdered
before given the chance to reach this
immense and endless potential. 

Jewish Law states that when you save one
life, you save the entire world. When one
person is saved, they will continue to have
children and their children will have chil-
dren and their children’s children will also
have children until the number of descen-
dants stemming from that one precious life
becomes immeasurably large. The children’s
memorial at Yad Vashem demands the hon-
our of being mourned separately because it
represents the immeasurable loss of potential
Jewish life. If to save one life means to save
the entire world, what does destroying one
and a half million unfulfilled lives mean? For
me, walking through the memorial felt like
the world was destroyed millions of times
over and I could do nothing about it. But
amidst my feelings of helplessness came a
beacon of light that was reflected so power-
fully throughout the room. I was that light.
The person beside me was that light. Each

By BERNIE BELLAN
Each year the Jewish Heritage Centre

awards a prize to a student who composes an
essay on a Holocaust-related theme.

The Jewish Heritage Centre of Western
Canada is proud to sponsor the Mina Rosner
Human Rights Award. The prize is awarded
annually to the Manitoba student who pro-
duces the best essay on the theme of the
Holocaust and the importance of champi-
oning human rights.

Mina Rosner was a Winnipeg mother,
grandmother, businesswoman, author, educa-
tor and Holocaust survivor. She grew up in
the Ukraine and saw her friends, family and
community exterminated by the Nazis. She
would later write a book about these experi-
ences entitled “I am a Witness”. The sole sur-
vivor in her family, she moved to Winnipeg in
1948.

Mina Rosner devoted many hours to edu-
cating people about the horrors of the
Holocaust. In addition to her book, she spoke
to hundreds of students on the importance of
combating racism and discrimination and
defending human rights. 

When she died in 1997 at the age of 84, her
family and friends decided to keep her mem-
ory and life’s work alive by designing this
essay contest and creating an endowment
fund in order to ensure the annual prize.

This year’s winner is Skye Kneller, a gradu-
ate of Joseph Wolinsky Collegiate.

In awarding the prize at a ceremony held at
the newly rededicated Holocaust Education
Centre on Tuesday, Sept. 15, Cecil Rosner,
son of the late Mina Rosner, noted that his

mother was the only survivor of the
Holocaust in her family.

“She came to Winnipeg and ran a small
grocery store in the north end with my
father (who died in 1982).”

“When my father died, my mother decided
to devote some time to Holocaust education.
She kept meticulous archives” and, upon her
death, Mina’s children decided to create a
prize named in her memory.

During the ceremony, Rachel Gamliel, who
had been one of Skye Kneller’s teachers,
related an interesting anecdote about an
experience she had with Skye’s sister,
during a recent trip to Yad Vashem.

“We were talking together in Yad Vashem
when we stopped in front of one particular
picture and Skye’s sister said: ‘Oh my god –
those are my grandparents!’ “

Below is Skye Kneller’s winning essay:

Skye Kneller wins Mina Rosner Essay Prize
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Support available for Jewish 
alcoholics & addicts

Jewish individuals who are challenged by
alcohol or chemical addiction or their fam-
ily members now have help available with-
in the Jewish community. Supported by
Jewish Child and Family Service, JACS,
Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically Dependent
Persons and Significant Others (www.jac-
sweb.org<http://www.jacsweb.org/), is a
voluntary mutual-help group dedicated to:
helping develop and sustain recovery from
alcoholism or addiction in a nurturing and
safe environment, promoting knowledge
and understanding of alcoholism and
chemical dependency as it involves the
Jewish community, and acting as a resource
to the Jewish community to address the
effects of alcoholism and chemical depen-
dency. Weekly support meetings with a
“Jewish twist” assist in complementing
other recovery supports.

Anyone interested in information on
Jewish addiction recovery supports for
themselves or a loved one can contact JACS
Winnipeg at the number in the ad below.
Please read the ad for details about meeting
times and locations.

GIVE ME YOUR CHILDREN 

(Cont. on page 19. See “Winning essay”.)

CECIL ROSNER, son of the late Mina Rosner,
and this year’s prize winner: SKYE KNELLER.
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In the past two seasons, the
Winnipeg Jewish Theatre
has been described as

REVITALIZED.
(Winnipeg Free Press, CBC Radio.) 

Our plays have been CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED by
reviewers from The Globe and Mail, the Winnipeg Free

Press, CBC Radio, the Jewish Post & News, the Jewish

Tribune (Toronto) and Uptown Magazine. The critics
have said that we produce MUST-SEE plays. Our 
audiences have told us we produce theatre that’s 
among THE BEST they’ve seen.

Death Of A Salesman 2008-2009. Photo by Chronic Creative

For 2009-2010, we have a season that CBC
Radio has called VERY GOOD LOOKING. 
CHERRY DOCS by David Gow.  October 8 – 18, 2009  
A Jewish lawyer.  A Skinhead client.  A surprising outcome. This
PROVOCATIVE DRAMA is one of Canada’s most successful plays
and an experience you won’t soon forget.

BETRAYAL by Harold Pinter. January 28 – February 7, 2010 
A husband.  His best friend.  His best friend’s wife.  This MASTERPIECE
by Nobel Prize Laureate Sir Harold Pinter features Ron Lea, who dazzled
our audiences last year as Willy Loman in Death of a Salesman.

SOME THINGS YOU KEEP by Alix Sobler. April 29 – May 9, 2010
In Winnipeg, a daughter invites her father from New York, for reasons
he can’t understand.  This WORLD PREMIERE COMEDY is from
the pen of Alix Sobler, author of sold-out Fringe hits and comic gems
heard on CBC Radio.

All shows at the Berney Theatre, 123 Doncaster, Asper
Jewish Community Campus.  Always FREE PARKING.

See great theatre. Support Canada’s oldest
Jewish professional theatre company.  
Two and three play subscriptions available.
Call now for tickets! 477-7478 • www.wjt.ca

Lebensraum 2007-2008. Photo by Chronic Creative

Talk 2007-2008. Photo by Chronic Creative

Have you seen us lately?



individual who
was saved during
the Shoa and con-
tinued to illumi-

nate the world with their descendants was
that light. There were an infinite number of
reflections of this single light, paralleling the
infinite number of Jewish descendants that
are meant to be mourned by the children’s
memorial at Yad Vashem. 

Throughout my two week journey begin-
ning in Poland and ending in Israel, I became
a witness to the potential of evil and to the
potential of survival. Marching to Birkenau,
touching barracks in Auschwitz, smelling the
ovens at Madjanek, and listening to small
birds chirping at Treblinka allowed me to
become a witness to the Shoa with all of my
senses. I learned that the potential of evil was
powerful also in the ghettos and could occur
between fellow Jews. In an effort to appease
German demands, Mordechai Chaim
Rumkowski, head of the Judenrat of the Lodz
Ghetto in Poland has been highlighted as a
controversial figure because of his famous
speech encouraging Jews to comply with the
Germans in order to guarantee their survival.
Rumkowski understood that the Germans
needed people capable of doing labour. So
he decided to improve the ghetto’s productiv-
ity by first sending away the sick, then the
old, and most devastatingly, the children. He
stood in front of his fellow Jews and begged,
“Fathers and Mothers, give me your chil-
dren!” Potential for evil seems to thrive in
desperate situations, a fact evident in the
story of Rumkowski and the Lodz Ghetto. 

On my journey, I also had the opportunity
to become a witness to the potential of sur-
vival. I witnessed this potential as I left the
children’s memorial at Yad Vashem. Standing
outside the memorial with young Jews from
all over Canada, I realized that as the next
generation of mourners, we represented the
potential of the Jewish people to survive. We
had come to Israel after standing on the spot
where families were torn apart and murdered
in Poland. At that moment in Jerusalem, all of
us represented the hope for many more gen-
erations of Jews to come, honouring the lives
of the one and a half million children who
were not given the opportunity to do so. In
the movie, A Life Apart, a survivor said with a
smile that every grandchild born is a ‘shtoch’
to the Nazis. He now has 72 grandchildren. 

The Shoa is a unique story in history
because it happened to the Jews, yet its
lessons and significance are not limited to
applying only to Jewish people; the Shoa is a

human story instead. Human suffering, espe-
cially of a child touches people of all reli-
gions and backgrounds and surpasses the
barrier of time to continue to teach us the
value and fragility of life while proving the
capabilities of evil. The impact of the Shoa on
Jews and non Jews alike has not faded with
the passing of over 60 years because we still
have a lot to learn about tolerance, indiffer-
ence, hate, mercy, and empathy in today’s
world. Many of us feel helpless in aiding
global suffering, but going on the March of
the Living program has taught me to at least
begin with trying to make a difference in my
own community by contributing positively as
an aware Jew and empathetic human being.
Sometimes I question if I am truly capable of
making a difference but then I am brought
back to my memories of the Warsaw Ghetto
and the very important lesson I learned there. 

Our wonderfully knowledgeable guide,
Yonatan gathered a few volunteers around
him. He asked them if they would be willing
to sacrifice their lives and face certain death
in order to save one million Jews. They all
nodded their heads, unaware of where he
was going with this. “What if it was in order
to save ten thousand Jews, would you still die
for them?” Everyone still nodded, and then
Yonatan continued. “What if I told you that
you can save one million Jews by living?” 

By living Jewish lives, having Jewish chil-
dren, and making Judaism grow, we can
restore the potential that was abruptly taken
from us during the Shoa. We are able to
restore light after the darkest period of our
history by making a difference in our com-
munities and in the world. The way I have
learned to make a difference is by being a
Jew, a very proud Jew who has become much
more active in spreading the lessons of
empathy taught by the Shoa. Silence can be
become a violent scream that echoes for gen-
erations. I have chosen to speak up and out
to people about my experiences because we
cannot afford to forget these lessons and have
them repeat themselves. 

So give me your children. 
Give them to me so I may teach them of

what I have seen in order to show them that
the dark depths of evil can only be matched
by the soaring potential of my generation
who refuse to stop surviving, rebuilding,
growing, and thriving. I beg you to give me
your children so that they may have children
of their own who beg to teach the same thing
too. 
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The Asper Helping Hand Initiative

The Asper Helping Hand Initiative, an
interest-free loan program, is now in its
sixth year of assisting members of the
Jewish community of Manitoba who are
experiencing a temporary financial hard-
ship. Funding for this program is support-
ed generously by The Asper Foundation. A
borrower must be a Jewish resident of
Manitoba and be able to demonstrate
both a need for the loan as well as the
ability to repay it. Applicants must be able
to provide qualified guarantors who are
willing to cosign for the loan. These inter-
est free loans have assisted students,
seniors, single parents, longtime residents
and newcomers to Canada.

A recipient from the loan program had
these words of appreciation for the loan
she received:

“I just wanted to express my apprecia-
tion for the loan that I received. It allowed
me to purchase my first home which was
quite a milestone for me. Being a single
parent, with financial limitations, the loan
helped me to realize my dream of being a
homeowner. As a result my future, and
that of my children, is more stable and
secure.”

If you wish to find out about applying
for a loan please see the contact informa-
tion in the accompanying ad below or
view the JCFS website for more details.
www.jcfswinnipeg.org

Winning essay
(Cont. from page 17.)

My Invisible Friend
By RICKI SEGAL

I once had a friend called Paul
He was a dear friend, kind, loving and caring
Alas, one day everything changed
It was something that I said that I couldn’t take back
That frightened him away deep into the night
Words could not deter him from his hasty escape
abandoning me forever in a day subject to regret
Tears run down my face when I think of my friend
Sometimes I wonder will he ever be back into my life
Smiling, laughing together as we did so many times
Remembering days gone by when time would stand still
Youth was once our trump card and life seemed like a long journey ahead
Mother and fathers surrounding us, sisters, brothers, aunts, uncles and cousins
Life was sweet like a piece of honey cake on Rosh Hashanah
We are older now and our journey can come to an end at any given time
The road is shorter and somehow more difficult as the years progress
Rainy days cold and damp find me thinking of my invisible friend Paul
What will happen to us with the passing of time and the dimming of the light

Israeli film takes top prize in Venice 
JERUSALEM (JTA) – An Israeli film that tells

the story of Israel’s invasion of Lebanon in
1982 won the highest award at the Venice
Film Festival. 

“Lebanon,” an anti war film directed by
Samuel Maoz, took the Golden Lion prize
Saturday at the festival. 

It marked the first time an Israeli film has
taken the top prize at the festival. 

The movie, based on Maoz’s experiences
fighting in the Lebanon War, shows the first
day of the conflict through the eyes of Israeli
soldiers sitting in a tank in enemy territory. 



Graves defaced in Argentina include
terror victims

BUENOS AIRES (JTA) – Graves belonging
to AMIA Jewish Center attack victims were
among those vandalized in an Argentine
Jewish cemetery. 

Fifty-eight headstones at the La Tablada
Jewish cemetery in Buenos Aires province

were defaced between Sept. 11 and 12. Eight
belonged to victims of the 1994 center bomb-
ing, which killed 85. 

“All the investment in security made in the
cemetery was not enough?” asked Olga
Degtiar, mother of Cristian Degtiar, who was
killed in the AMIA bombing. 

The president of the National Institute
Against Discrimination, Maria Jose Lubertino,
said the attack was an “evident anti-Semitic
aggression.” Jewish leaders denounced the
vandalism. 

Harsh Israel critic quitting 
Australia politics

S Y D N E Y ,
Australia (JTA)
– An
Australian leg-
islator who
d e s c r i b e d
Israel’s poli-
cies as “ethnic
c l e a n s i n g ”
and Gaza as a
“concen t ra -
tion camp” is
quitting poli-
tics. 

Labor Party
l a w m a k e r
Julia Irwin, a
longstanding
critic of Israel,
a n n o u n c e d
this week that she will not run in the next fed-
eral election, scheduled for 2010. 

Irwin was the only lawmaker to boycott
Kevin Rudd’s motion to congratulate Israel on
its 60th anniversary last year, saying at the
time that she “could not congratulate a coun-
try which carries out human rights abuses
each day.” 

A bete noire of the Zionist community in
Australia, Irwin read aloud an e-mail in par-
liament in 2002 claiming that the Jewish
lobby was “the most implacable, arrogant,
cruel and powerful lobby in the country.” She
issued an apology for her comments in 2005
about Israel’s “ethnic cleansing” and Gaza as
a “concentration camp” after criticism from
Jewish groups. 

Paul Howes, the national secretary of the
Australian Workers’ Union, said this week
that “Comparing the actions of Israel to those
of Nazi Germany is the sort of low-rent tactic

preferred by those who seek to perpetuate
rather than resolve the impasse in the Middle
East. It is divisive and intellectually lazy. 

“Her legacy to the parliament, her elec-
torate and Labor is not a great one,” Howes
said. 

Irwin was first elected to parliament in
Canberra in 1998. 

Dutch high court: Soccer chant
offensive to Jews

(JTA) – The Dutch Supreme Court upheld a
ruling that a soccer stadium chant is offensive
to Jews. 

A supporter of The Hague soccer team
ADO had appealed a lower court verdict that
the chant “Hamas, Hamas, gas all the Jews,”
for which he was arrested in 2006 and
charged with using language offensive to a
particular group, was not deliberately intend-
ed to offend Jews. 

On Tuesday, the high court ruled that the
chant is punishable by law because it is
insulting to Jews, Dutch media reported. 

The supporter had been sentenced to 800
hours of community service and two years
probation. 

The opposing team, Ajax of Amsterdam,
and their supporters often are referred to as
Jews because prior to World War II the city
had a large Jewish population and the team
had many Jewish fans. 

The chant has been banned in soccer stadi-
ums. 

German court fines student for 
showing Israel flag 

BERLIN (JTA) – A German university stu-
dent reportedly will appeal a fine for display-
ing an Israeli flag in response to an anti Israel
demonstration. 

The student had displayed the flag during a
Jan. 17 protest of Israel’s Operation Cast Lead
by some 1,600 people in the city of Bochum. 

According to the Bochum district court,
which levied the fine of more than $400 last
week, the student and her friends held their
own demonstration without official permis-
sion. 

The pro Israel students displayed the flag
along with a banner decrying anti Semitism
expressed under the guise of Israel bashing.
They also handed out flyers bearing the mes-
sages “Against Anti Semitism and Fascism”
and “Solidarity with Israel.” 

Police stopped the pro Israel students
quickly and led them away from the demon-
strators, who were from local Muslim
groups. 

In its decision handed down last week, the
court called the pro Israel protest an illegal
act of “provocation” because the students
had not asked for permission to hold a
counter demonstration and thus had created
a potentially dangerous situation. 

The Jerusalem Post reported that the protest
leader, whose name has not been published,
will appeal the fine. 

She said she was moved to act because
Israel was being criticized for defending itself
against rocket attacks from Gaza. 

She said participants in the anti Israel
demonstration were aggressive, calling on
Israel to “stop the holocaust.” 

January saw several such anti Israel demon-
strations across Germany, many of them
organized by Muslim groups. In a few cases,
pro Israel protesters countered. 
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D. Chochinov, B. Sc. FCGA

S. Chochinov, B. Comm. (Hons.) CGA
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Proud to be accountants for

Happy Sukkot to all our  Friends & Clients

To our residents & friends in the community -

Chag Sukkot Sameach

Happy Sukkot

-The board and staff of 
the Saul & Claribel Simkin Centre

1 Falcon Ridge Dr.   
Ph. 586-9781

WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF

Best wishes for a Happy Sukkot to all our
customers, relatives and friends

CITY BREAD CO. LTD.
238 Dufferin Ave.

Winnipeg, Manitoba
586-8409

Happy Sukkot to all our friends & customers

Phone: 943-4652 or 943-2113
Fax: 957-5903

ART UPHOLSTERING
& DRAPERIES

The Drapery House of Winnipeg
2nd Floor

Brick's Fine Furniture Building
110 McDermot Ave.

JULIA IRWIN described
Israel’s policies as “ethnic
cleansing”.



By MYRON LOVE
The construction of a new

indoor playground in Sderot
is going to be the focus of the
Jewish National Fund’s annu-
al High Holy Day Appeal this
year.

Erez Rotem, the JNF shali-
ach in Winnipeg, outlined the
plans for the 21,000 square
foot state-of-the-art play-
ground at the organization’s
annual lunch (in partnership
with the State of Israel Bonds
organization) for synagogue
rabbis and lay leaders, which
was held at the Fort Garry
Hotel on Thursday, September
10.

Anyone who has been fol-
lowing the news coming out
of Israel over the past three
years knows the Hell that the
residents of Sderot - which
borders Gaza – have been
through with Palestinian
rockets raining down on
them.

As Rotem noted, Sderot children can’t go out and play like children
elsewhere. Soccer fields are no longer home to after-school games.
There are no children riding bikes or playing games on the streets. The
streets are still.

The JNF’s
response is to
take advantage
of this period of
relative calm to
build the
largest, indoor
secure play-
ground in Israel.
The $5 million
project in an old
textile ware-
house in a
secure industri-
al zone will fea-
ture recreation-
al and exercise
facilities for children, 16 and under, including a jungle gym equip-
ment, a soccer field and volleyball court, a rock climbing wall, a
snack area, a movie and television area, swing sets and more.

The facility has a capacity of up to 500. The playground will be
under the supervision of the Israeli Army Engineers for security clear-

ances while the educational
arm of the IDF will provide
after-school tutoring. There
will also be three therapy
rooms for children suffering
from trauma. And psycholo-
gists will be on site to help
children and families in need.

While Ariel Karabelnicoff,
the State of Israel Bonds
director in Winnipeg, was
unable to attend the lunch,
he reported that Israel Bond
investments this year will be
going towards reinforcing
infrastructure – such as
schools, hospitals, syna-
gogues and community cen-
tres – in Sderot against mis-
sile attacks.

While Bond sales have
been going well locally,
Karabelnicoff says, they can
always be better.

“Israel Bonds remain a solid
investment,” Karabelnicoff
says. “Bonds enjoy an A rat-
ing. Our interest rates are

highly competitive. And we have a 100% record of repayment.” 

Sderot indoor playground to be focus of JNF
2009 Yom Tov Campaign
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Happy Sukkot

Rod Bruinooge, MP Winnipeg South

27-2855 Pembina
Highway 

Winnipeg, MB   R3T 2H5 

Phone: 984-6787
Fax: 984-6792

E-Mail: rod@bruinooge.com

www.bruinooge.ca

Warmest wishes to the staff 
and readers of 

The Jewish Post & News

Best wishes for 
Sukkot

HHaappppyy SSuukkkkoott

Dr. Jon Gerrard
MLA River Heights

Phone: 945-5194
jon.gerrard@leg.gov.mb.ca

JACQUELINE FREEDMAN, JNF development co-ordinator for Manitoba and
Saskatchewan, and EREZ ROTEM, JNF shaliach for Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta. 

Anyone who has been following the
news coming out of Israel over the past

three years knows the hell that the
residents of Sderot - which borders Gaza

– have been through with Palestinian
rockets raining down on them.

As Rotem noted, Sderot children can’t go
out and play like children elsewhere.
Soccer fields are no longer home to

after-school games. There are no children
riding bikes or playing games on the

streets. The streets are still.



Package for Shalit sent to Gaza
JERUSALEM

(JTA) – A Rosh
H a s h a n a h
package for
a b d u c t e d
Israeli soldier
Gilad Shalit
was passed to
Gaza. 

Shalit’s father,
Noam, gave
the package
Thursday to
representatives
of Hamas terrorists imprisoned in Israel. 

The representatives passed 100 packages to
Israel for their family members in honor of the
Id al-Fitr holiday, which falls on Sunday. 

The package for Shalit, which included
apples and honey, religious books and a copy
of the book based on a short story written by
Shalit, traveled across Israel before being
brought to the border with Gaza. 

Hamas has said it will not deliver the pack-
age. Israel Prisoner Services also is not deliv-
ering the packages for the Hamas prisoners,
as it considers a request from the
Organization for Victims of Terror to not pass
on the packages. 

“Gilad will ‘celebrate’ Rosh Hashanah in a
Hamas basement in Gaza,” Noam Shalit said
during the exchange, noting that his son has
been in captivity for more than 1,200 days. 

Shalit was captured by Hamas in a cross-
border raid in June 2006. 

On Wednesday, Noam Shalit objected to
the Goldstone commission’s characterization
of his son as a prisoner of war. 

“Gilad is not a prisoner, he is being held as
a captive or hostage and must be immediate-
ly released, not only for humanitarian reasons
but also because holding a hostage is a seri-
ous war crime according to Clause 8 of the
Treaty of Rome,” he reportedly said. 

Israel’s population rises to near 
7.5 million

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israel’s population rose
slightly to nearly 7.5 million, three-fourths of
whom are Jewish. 

Jews comprise 75.5 percent of the
7,465,500 Israelis, according to the annual
pre-Rosh Hashanah report released
Wednesday by the Central Bureau of
Statistics. 

In addition to some 5,634,300 Jews, the
report showed that Israel’s population has
1,513,200 Arabs, or 20.3 percent, and
318,000 defined as others. 

In 2008, the Jewish population grew by 1.7
percent and the Arab population by 2.6 per-
cent. Israel’s population has been growing at
a rate of 1.8 percent annually since 2003. 

Israel’s population remains young, with
28.4 percent of Israelis younger than 14.
Israelis aged 65 and older stood at 9.7 per-
cent. 

In addition, Jewish Israelis are marrying
later, with 32 percent of men and 42 percent
of women aged 25 to 29 remaining single.

West Bank Hamas leader arrested
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israelis security forces

arrested a Hamas leader who Israel says was
involved in a Passover eve suicide bombing
in Netanya. 

Mohammed Mastafa Mahmoud Harouish,
26, was arrested Monday night near
Bethlehem along with one of his senior aides,
an Israeli army spokesman announced.
Harouish is the head of the Hamas military
wing in Tulkarem. 

Harouish has been wanted since 2004 for
his involvement in Hamas terrorist activity,
which was a foundation for the suicide
bombing in Netanya in 2002 that killed 30
people. 

He has been involved in another thwarted
suicide attack, and also recruited militants,
formed terror cells and purchased weaponry,
according to the IDF. 

Syria to block Facebook over Golan
JERUSALEM (JTA) – Syria reportedly plans

to block Facebook after the site began allow-
ing users to designate some Golan Heights
communities as being in Israel. 

The Arabic newspaper Al Kuds Al Arabi
reported Wednesday that Internet surfers in
Syria now cannot enter the social networking
site, according to the Israeli business daily
Globes. 

The paper also reported that Facebook was
closed to prevent Israelis and Syrians from
communicating. 

Facebook changed its personal information
settings to allow Golan residents to register
themselves as living in Israel. Residents of
some Golan towns previously had only been
given the option of listing Syria in the
Hometown section. 

YouTube has been officially blocked for
some time, Globes reported. 

Egyptian police kill Eritreans crossing
into Israel

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Egyptian police shot
dead two Eritrean migrants attempting to
cross illegally into Israel. 

Wednesday morning’s incident occurred
after six Eritreans ignored Egyptian border
police orders to stop and continued to try to
cross the border, demarcated by a barbed
wire fence, into Israel. At least three of the
other Eritreans were injured. 

The deaths come a week after Egyptian
police fatally shot four African migrants trying
to infiltrate into Israel at its border with
Egypt’s Sinai Desert. 

Earlier in the week, 14 African and Eritrean
migrants were arrested while trying to cross
the border. 

The migrants usually are looking for work
or asylum in Israel, which has been pressur-
ing Egypt to prevent the migrants from slip-
ping into the country, Reuters reported. 

Jerusalem woman leaves 1,400
descendants

JERUSALEM (JTA) – A 99-year-old woman
who died last week left behind at least 1,400
descendants, an Israeli newspaper reported. 

Rachel Krishevsky, who died Sept. 12, had
11 children, who in turn had 150 children,
Ynet reported Thursday. Krishevsky’s children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-
great-grandchildren number about 1,400, the
newspaper said. 

Krishevsky lived most of her life next to
Jerusalem’s Machane Yehuda market. A
grandchild told the newspaper that she
“knew all her descendants.” 
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By ALBERT YANOFSKY

What do you get when you mix
two remarkable weeks in July,
falafel, the Mediterranean Sea,
an experience of a lifetime, and
the third largest sporting event in
the world? Over 6,500 Jewish
athletes from 63 countries met in
Israel for 11 days in July. 

Among them were 12 extraor-
dinary Manitobans that were part
of the largest Canadian delega-
tion of 430 athletes ever to com-
pete at the games. It was an hon-
our for each athlete to be select-
ed to the 2009 Canadian Team
and represent our country. 

There is no doubt that each of
our 12 Maccabees demonstrated
dedication, strength, wisdom,
endurance, and courage. The fol-
lowing highlight some of the
experiences of these athletes
throughout the games:

Meira and Sheara Raber, 16
year old twin sisters were part of
the gold medal winning Junior
Girls Soccer team. Their exciting
and hard fought shootout victory
over the powerful United States
team resulted in Canada’s first
ever gold medal in soccer. Each
scored during
penalty shots to
help Canada cap-
ture the gold
medal. 

“This opportuni-
ty to play in Israel
and represent
Canada was the
experience of a life-
time. The moment
our team won the
final game was
surreal and I have
never felt anything
like it before! It is
definitely a
moment that I will
never forget,” remarked Meira. 

Sheira said, “This was my first
time in Israel and I got to experi-
ence it with Jewish athletes from
all over the world. It will defi-
nitely not be my last because it
was a life changing experience
for me! “

The Canadian Junior Boys

Basketball team, led by Kevin
Oman and Gilad Carroll, were
strong competitors, but fell just
short to a tough Australian team
in the Bronze medal match.
Kevin stated,” I enjoyed walking
into the [Ramat Gan] Stadium
with the fans cheering all the

other coun-
tries and my
own country!
H o p e f u l l y
within the
next few years
I will get to go
back to Israel,
maybe on
Birthright or
another orga-
nized trip”. 

“I enjoyed
c o m p e t i n g
against ath-
letes from all
over the
world. I met a

lot of cool, interesting people in
a very interesting place!” said
teammate Gilad Carroll. 

In baseball action, Daniel
Worb was a key player for the
Canadian Junior Boys Baseball
team, which competed very
strongly to take home a silver

medal. They battled hard but
faced a very talented U.S. squad,
losing 12-8 in the gold medal
final! 

Mitch Billinkoff, a 17 year old

table tennis player commented:
”The highlight of the games was
the opening ceremonies. The
overall atmosphere with the 40,
000 people cheering us on and
marching into the stadium was
unbelievable!”

Michael Leger, who once again
competed in Judo at his second
Maccabiah games, was a strong
contender, but lost in the bronze
medal match. 

The Junior Girls Basketball
squad, led on the court by Yael
Kaplan, lost a tough Bronze
medal match to the Australian
Team by the close score of 45-
42. 

Mindy Lichtman finished in the
top 15 in Open Women’s Golf.
“It was an amazing opportunity
to be able to travel to Israel, a
land with so much history. The
opening ceremonies were
breathtaking and I felt so special
to be part of the Canada delega-
tion! Israel has the most aggres-
sive drivers I have ever met!”

12 outstanding Winnipeg athletes excel at the
18th Maccabiah Games in Israel!
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Party for Jewish adults ages 28-50 
Following upon the success of three  parties held earlier this year (in

May, June, and July), Israeli immigrants to Winnipeg Yosi Perlman and
Sonia Barkalon are looking forward to hosting their next party
October 3.

“As a new immigrant, I know how important it is to bring the immi-
grants together to get them to socialize and meet other Jewish
Winnipeggers,” says Perlman.

He notes that the parties have been attracting in the range of 150-
200 attendees, most of whom are Russian Israelis who are now living
in Winnipeg. “The parties are open to anyone,” Perlman adds, “and
we’d love to see more Jewish Winnipeggers who grew up here come
out.”

DJ Felix, who is also from Israel, plays a mix of Russian, Israeli and
North American music that provides for a very lively atmosphere.

(Cont. on page 24. See
“Maccabiah Games”.)

Back Row: Ben Arenson, Ethan Pollock, Gilad Carroll, Kevin Oman,
J.J. Wiens, Michael Leger. Third Row: Mitchell Billinkoff, Mindy
Lichtman, Gerald Olin. Second Row: Yael Kaplan, Evelyn Yanofsky,
Meira Raber, Sheara Raber. Front Row: Chris Lewis. Missing: Daniel
Worb, Marc Berger.

“This opportunity to
play in Israel and

represent Canada was
the experience of a life-
time. The moment our

team won the final
game was surreal and I

have never felt
anything like it before!

It is definitely a
moment that I will

never forget,”
remarked Meira Raber.



By PAUL LUNGEN
TORONTO – A human

rights tribunal earlier this
month ruled that a section
of the Canadian Human
Rights Act (CHRA) that
imposes quasi-criminal
penalties is unconstitu-
tional.

The one-man tribunal,
Athanasios Hadjis, said
that while web administra-
tor Marc Lemire did pro-
mote hatred through an
article titled “AIDS
Secrets,” he would not
apply the provisions of the
act to him.

Opponents of the
CHRA’s Section 13, which
addresses Internet hate
promotion, hailed the
decision as a break-
through, though supporters of the provision
say the adjudicator’s decision isn’t binding
and should be appealed.

The decision turned on a 1998 amendment
to the CHRA that added penalty provisions to
the act. The provisions, Hadjis stated, sub-
stantially altered the nature of Section 13
from one that was primarily “conciliatory,
preventative and remedial” to one that more
closely resembles criminal court remedies.

As a result, an earlier Supreme Court of
Canada decision in the John Ross Taylor case

could be revisited, he stated.
In that 1990 case, the

Supreme Court ruled Section 13
was constitutional even though
it violated the Charter guarantee
to free expression, because its
impact was minimal and, given
the benefits in protecting
minorities, was warranted in a
free and democratic society.

“However,”Hadjis stated, “the
[Supreme Court] held in Taylor
that…Section 13(1) only mini-
mally impairs freedom of
expression principally because
the act’s purpose is to prevent
discrimination (as well as com-
pensating and protecting the
victim), rather than punish
moral blameworthiness…
Section 13(1) has, since the
1998 amendments, lost the
exclusively compensatory and

preventative features that characterized it in
the eyes of the majority in Taylor. Following
the court’s reasoning, it can, therefore, no
longer be concluded that the provision still
minimally impairs the Charter-guaranteed
freedom of expression.”

Canadian Jewish Congress – an intervenor
in the case, along with B’nai Brith Canada
and Friends of the Simon Wiesenthal Center –
called for an appeal. Joel Richler, Congress’
honorary legal counsel, said Hadjis should
have followed a well-established constitu-

tional doctrine of
“reading out” the
penalty provision
while applying the
rest of the CHRA.

Congress CEO
Bernie Farber said
“what the decision
has done is confuse
everybody.”

Two other tribunal
judgements recently
upheld Section 13.
He said the case
should be appealed
to the Federal Court
and perhaps the
Supreme Court.

Ezra Levant,
author of
Shakedown, a cri-
tique of human
rights commissions,

called Hadjis’ decision “enormously signifi-
cant.”

The issues were thoroughly debated by pha-
lanxes of lawyers and took years to be
resolved. “This is a major treatment of the
law” decided by the vice-chair of the
Canadian Human Rights Commission
(CHRC) tribunal. Though “not technically
binding [on other tribunals], it is effectively
binding,”Levant said.

Furthermore, the judgement shows how the
temperament of the commission has changed
since the Taylor decision. It has become
“aggressive and bullying, entrapping people,”
Levant said.

The case continued even after Lemire
removed the postings in question and agreed
to mediation – remedies that were contem-
plated in the Taylor case.

“They [the CHRC] refused,” Levant said.
“They wanted to grind him down.”

Levant was even more blistering in his cri-
tique of Jewish community organizations,
which he dubbed “the official Jews.”

Congress is making “a strategic error” in
calling for an appeal, he said. “You have
domino after domino falling” with pressure
building in media editorials, legal opinions
and even in the commission itself to end
Section 13 cases.

“Human rights commissions have been
denormalized. They’re laughingstocks,” he
said.

Nevertheless, Jewish organizations contin-
ue to push for appeals, in effect calling for the
censorship of expression. Jews are coming
across “as whiners who want to shut you
down, not debate you. Is this the image we
want to project to 33 million Canadians, that
we’re thin-skinned whiners?” Levant asked.

Reprinted with permission from The
Canadian Jewish News.

Mindy also expressed her concern
for the number of stray cats there. 

Ben Arenson, a valued defender on
the Open Men’s Soccer team had his

own personal cheering squad of Israeli cousins. “Walking through a
sold out stadium of cheering fans and waving your country’s flag dur-
ing the opening ceremonies is an experience that one never forgets.
I’ve been lucky enough to do it twice! The Games is about more than
just athletic competition, it’s about making new friends and strength-
ening our ties with Israel!”

Playing on the first ever Open Women’s Soccer team, Evelyn
Yanofsky was a solid midfielder competing in her second Maccabiah
Games. After upsetting the defending Gold medal champions (Israel)
1-0, Canada’s determined effort was rewarded with a Bronze medal,
defeating Great Britain 3-1! 

“The opening and closing ceremonies were amazing. Knowing that
every athlete around you was Jewish and being in our homeland was
very special. What I really enjoyed this time was having my family
cheering me on. Also, receiving my first ever yellow card was some-
thing that I will never forget!”

Ethan Pollock was a strong competitor in the 100 and 200 m track
and field events. One of the more humorous moments occurred while

he was getting physiotherapy. A teammate came in and told him that
he was in the finals. 

Even though the board indicated Pollock was supposed to be in Lane
2, Lane 2 was empty! Ethan ran down the stadium stairs, jumped over
two fences, leaving security behind him, ran onto the track frantically
waving his arms to get them to stop the race. He managed to convince
a Marshall to let him race. The result was a 7th place finish! “My high-
light was being in Israel and being part of the Maccabiah Games
because it is something I will probably never experience again!”

Each of these 12 Manitoba athletes had an unbelievable experience
during the Chai Maccabiah Games, creating amazing lifetime memo-
ries. 

Special thanks go out to the Co-Chairs of Maccabiah Manitoba, Earl
Barish and Gerald Olin, Committee members, and the Jewish
Foundation of Manitoba for all their support in making this a success-
ful trip. Our “fabulous 12” persevered in their individual sporting
events and deserve a mazel tov for their dedication, hard work and
years of training! They made us all very proud. 

Albert Yanofsky is a Winnipeg school teacher. He and his wife,
Sharon, were in Israel to watch their daughter, Evelyn, at this year’s
Maccabiah Games.

Tribunal rules against Internet hate law
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Maccabiah Games
(Cont. from page 23.)

EZRA LEVANT staunch crit-
ic of Human Rights
Commissions applauds tri-
bunal decision.
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Give us two hoursand we will 
give you5,000 years

Florence Melton Adult Mini-School

Dynamic, interactive,
pluralistic and engaging
classroom environment
that encourages high-
level thinking and study.

A world-class curriculum
developed at the
Hebrew University of
Jerusalem, taught by
experienced and
qualified instructors.

Designed for all levels 
of Jewish commitment,
affiliation and experience.

A challenging but
accessible course of
study taught with a
pluralistic approach that
draws upon the best
scholarship from all
movements of Judaism. 

The Melton Curriculum
The curriculum is composed of four sequential text-based
courses that encompass a comprehensive range of
topics—Jewish practices, holidays, history, ethics, ideas
and values with an emphasis on the diversity of traditional
and contemporary texts. 

First Year Courses
Rhythms of Jewish Living
The analysis of ideas, beliefs and practices that shape
a Jewish life, as well as an exploration of observances
that are connected to the daily, weekly, monthly and
yearly cycles, along with life cycle events. 

Purposes of Jewish Living
The study of the ultimate purposes of Judaism 
and the development of the covenant with God.
Discussion of essential Jewish theological
concepts and ideas as they unfold in the Bible,
Talmud and other sacred texts. 

Second Year Courses
Dramas of Jewish Living
Key events are identified and discussed for their
meaning in the context of Jewish history, and for the
insight they provide into today’s world as they inform our
understanding of the dramatic events, developments
and issues that have confronted the Jewish people.

Ethics of Jewish Living
A text-centered approach to the study of the ethical
issues which emerge in our relationships, such as
family, justice, death, sexuality and community with
case studies from Biblical, Talmudic rabbinic and
contemporary literature. 

Program Structure
The two year Melton program consists of 30 classes
each year. Classes meet once a week for two hours.
Knowledge of Hebrew is not necessary. All texts will be
offered in English translation. 

NewClasses First Year–New Students
Mondays, Oct. 19 – June 21,  6:45 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. OR
Sundays, Oct. 18 – May 30,  10:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m.

Rady JCC
COURSE FEE  $525 M / $550 NM & gst

Fees include all course materials.

Know Judaism. 
Know Melton.

Registration Information:
Moshe Kempner   477-7508   mkempner@radyjcc.com   www.radyjcc.com

The Florence Melton Adult Mini-School is presented by the Rady Jewish Community Centre. The Rady JCC thanks the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue for their cooperation.

Registration Open for Melton Mini-School.
New Classes Open to Entire Community

Are you an adult who wants to tackle classical Jewish experiences
in an interactive dialogue? Are you a parent or grandparent who
would like to pass on an understanding of your Jewish heritage to
your children and grand children? Are you a Jewish leader eager to
brush upon your knowledge of Jewish philosophy or ethics?

We invite to come study in an intellectually stimulating pluralis-
tic learning environment. Our sophisticated, sequential curricu-
lum – which was designed and written by a team of scholars and
educators at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem – introduces the
shared heritage of the Jewish people and its development into
contemporary forms of Judaism. 

A program of the Rady JCC, The Florence Melton Adult Mini-
School offers a complete but accessible course of Jewish study
taught with a pluralistic approach that draws upon the best schol-
arship from all movements of Judaism. Jews of all levels of knowl-
edge or observance are welcome. 

Since the program was launched in Winnipeg in 2004 over 140
students from all backgrounds, experiences and affiliations have
been enrolled in Melton classes. There are no exams, no home-
work, and no pre-requisites. The only requirement is the desire to
learn. The Melton Mini-School, is the largest pluralistic adult
Jewish education network in the world and in Winnipeg we are
proud to be a part of this in this award-winning program recog-
nized as the premiere leader of Jewish adult learning

Brand new for 2009-2010 are classes that are open to the entire
community. Participants can register for these classes without
enrolling in the regular Melton core program. 

Israeli Literature as a Window to Israeli Society of study offers
a fresh and fascinating examination of Israeli society since the
birth of the State in 1948. Through the pens of its leading writers,
participants encounter an Israeli society that is original, contem-
porary, honest and proud. Reflections of the mythic Israel are
matched by poetry and prose that is challenging and self-critical,
and both offer profound insight into the Israeli national psyche.

“While some Melton students have had little or no experience
in Jewish learning and others have studied at their synagogues or
attended classes here and there, Melton is different”, says Tamar
Barr, Program Director at the Rady JCC. “Students are drawn to
Melton because of the pluralistic approach, comprehensive cur-
riculum, first-rate teachers and Melton’s worldwide reputation for
excellence.”

The Florence Melton Adult Mini-School makes students well-
informed members of the Jewish community, conversant with the
essential elements of Jewish beliefs and behaviors, history and ethical
dilemmas of human existence. The students are invited to become
continuing learners through Israel seminars and graduate programs.

The Melton Mini-School is designed for all levels of Jewish com-
mitment, affiliation and experience in a non-judgmental frame-
work and is planned to challenge and empower adult learners in
a thought-provoking and inspiring course of study.

Registration for the upcoming 2009-2010 session is now open.
Call the Rady Jewish Community Centre for more information or
to register.

Brzezinski: U.S. must deny Israel airspace
WASHINGTON (JTA) – Zbigniew Brzezinski said the United States

should make clear that it will attack Israeli jets if they fly over Iraq on
their way to attack Iran.

”We are not exactly impotent little babies,” said Brzezinski, nation-
al security adviser during the Carter administration, in an interview
with The Daily Beast Web site when asked how aggressive President
Obama can be in telling Israel that a military strike in Iran is not in
America’s interest. 

“They have to fly over our airspace in Iraq. Are we just going to sit
there and watch?”We have to be serious about denying them that
right,” continued Brzezinski, who endorsed Obama early in the
Democratic primary but was not an official adviser to the campaign.
“That means a denial where you aren’t just saying it. If they fly over,
you go up and confront them. They have the choice of turning back or
not. No one wishes for this but it could be a Liberty in reverse.”Israeli
forces mistakenly attacked the USS Liberty during the 1967 Six-Day
War.

Obama, Abbas, Netanyahu to meet
WASHINGTON (JTA) – President Obama, Mahmoud Abbas and

Benjamin Netanyahu will meet this week in New York.The leaders of
the United States, the Palestinian Authority and Israel will meet
Tuesday, according to a statement released by the White House.

Obama will meet separately with each leader before the joint meet-
ing.

”These meetings will continue the efforts of President Obama,
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, and Special Envoy George Mitchell
to lay the groundwork for the relaunch of negotiations, and to create
a positive context for those negotiations so that they can succeed,” the
statement said.

On Saturday night, the White House announced that the meetings
would take place at the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel in New York, on the
sidelines of the U.N. General Assembly. 

Netnayahu, who had originally been scheduled to leave for the
General Assembly on Wednesday, was set to leave Israel on Monday
afternoon. Mitchell met last Friday with Netanyahu and Abbas. 

After the Abbas meeting in Ramallah, Saeb Erekat, the top
Palestinian negotiator, told reporters that Mitchell had failed to
achieve the breakthrough necessary to renew talks. Abbas wants Israel
to totally freeze settlement building; Netanyahu is willing to freeze
such building for a limited time, and to make allowances for “natural
growth.”Erekat said the Palestinians do not consider the meeting in
New York to be a respumtion of peace talks.

Additionally, the Palestinians want to have comprehensive talks on
all issues, including Jerusalem and Palestinian refugees. Israel wants
only to discuss borders.



Assaf Ramon buried next to
his father 

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli pilot
Assaf Ramon was buried next to
his father, astronaut Ilan Ramon,
a day after he was killed in a
training accident. 

Ramon, 21, who was made an
Air Force captain posthumously,
died Sunday in a crash in the
Hebron Hills while flying an F-
16 aircraft as part of advanced
training. 

He had completed the basic
training course for pilots with
honors in June, receiving his
wings from President Shimon
Peres. He had escaped death in a
training flight in March. 

His father, Israel’s first astro-
naut, was killed aboard the U.S.
space shuttle Columbia in 2003
when it broke apart upon its
return to earth. 

The funeral at Kibbutz Nahalal
was closed to the media at the
request of Ramon’s mother,
Rona.  

“The State of Israel is lowering
its flag, as a whole nation
mourns the death of our fallen
son,” Peres said in his eulogy.
“All of our hearts are broken
today because the personal child
of the Ramon family was a child of all of us.” 

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu, who postponed a
meeting with U.S. Middle East
Envoy George Mitchell in order
to attend the funeral, said earlier
Monday that Ramon’s death was
on the level of “a biblical
tragedy.” 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak in
an interview with Israel Radio
said the news of Ramon’s death
was “like a punch in the stom-
ach.” 

The Air Force continued to
search for wreckage from the
crash. Reports citing military
sources said it is likely the inves-
tigation into the crash will take
some time. 

Though a mechanical failure is
one possibility, reports say the
Air Force is looking into loss of
consciousness or human error as
likely causes. 

Assaf Ramon, the oldest of four
children, was 15 when his father
died. 

He had said he would like to
become a pilot like his father and
perhaps even an astronaut.

Ilan Ramon was a fighter pilot
in the Air Force and participated
in the 1981 strike on an Iraqi
nuclear reactor. 

Conspiracy theory of Jewish organ harvesting spreads
JERUSALEM (JTA) – A conspiracy theory alleging a Jewish plot to

harvest organs from Algerian children reportedly is spreading online. 
An article in the Algerian daily Al-Khabar said that Algerian children

were being kidnapped into Morocco and sold to Israelis and
American Jews to harvest their organs for sale. It comes in the wake
of a mid-August feature article in a Swedish newspaper alleging that
Israeli soldiers were harvesting organs from Palestinians. 

The conspiracy theory has spread online, including to American-
based Arabic publications, according to the Jerusalem Post, as well as
to Press TV, the official Iranian news agency. Press TV said the Jewish
group of organ sellers is connected to Rabbi Levi Rosenbaum, who
was arrested recently in New Jersey for organ trafficking. 

“This is a new variation of the ancient blood libel,” said Abraham
Foxman, ADL’s national director. “The only difference is that today we
have the Internet, which enables a hateful canard to spread, not just
door to door or village to village but globally in a matter of nanosec-
onds.” 

ADL reported that a series of editorial cartoons has appeared in
newspapers in Jordan, Oman, Qatar and other Arab countries depict-
ing Israeli soldiers as vicious butchers gleefully cutting off the body
parts of Arabs, and accusing Israel of harvesting Palestinian organs. 
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Israel news

Simply call our office at 694-3332, and use your Visa or
Mastercard to order or extend your subscription today.

Start a new two-year subscription to

or extend your current subscription for
another two years - for just $85*
and here's what we'll give you:

*price includes P.S.T and G.S.T.

(doesn't expire until Sept. 30, 2010)

 the   latest the   latest the  latest

and a copy of a great new CD from a fabulous local duo:
Sophie Sarbit and Ariel Posen

from Celia's Jewellery

A Star of David pendant

Israeli President Shimon Peres, left, embracing Assaf Ramon at his
Israel Air Force pilot’s graduation ceremony in June 2009. Assaf, son
of the late astronaut Ilan Ramon, was killed in a flight training acci-
dent on Sept. 13, 2009. (IDF)  

Israel dismantles dozens of West Bank roadblocks
JERUSALEM (JTA) – The Israeli army began dismantling 100 road-

blocks in the West Bank. 
The dirt mound obstacles that block the entrances to Palestinian vil-

lages throughout the West Bank were set up during the second intifa-
da to make it impossible for Palestinians to travel directly from village
to village. They are found as well on some main roads in the West
Bank used by both Palestinians and Israelis. 

Defense Minister Ehud Barak ordered the roadblocks’ removal to
improve the quality of life for Palestinians in the West Bank, accord-
ing to an Israeli army spokesman. 

Their removal should be complete in time for Sunday’s Muslim Id al-
Fitr holiday, according to the Israel Defense Forces. 

“The decision is a continuation of the government policy to improve
the economic situation in the region while maintaining the opera-
tional flexibility of the Israel Defense Force and security forces,” the
IDF spokesman said. 

Meanwhile, the army imposed a general closure on the West Bank
from Thursday night until Sunday night, the end of Rosh Hashanah.
Crossings into Israel will be opened for humanitarian or medical rea-
sons. 



While the 18th

W o r l d
M a c c a b i a h
Games that are
held every four
years may have
stolen the spot-
light this past
July, the JCC
Maccabi Games

held yearly since 1982 are not to be
underestimated.

The latter event, also known as the
Olympics for Jewish teens ages 13-16,
similarly serves a purpose other than
encouraging athletic competition in that
the mission is to promote strong interest
in community, teamwork, and to instill
pride in being Jewish. 

There were three venues this past
August: San Francisco, San Antonio,
and Mid-Westchester, N.Y. where
Winnipeg’s delegation strutted their
stuff from August 16-21. 

I was in touch with Lori Derraugh, the
Asst. Delegation Head at the Rady
Centre for Maccabi Games Team
Winnipeg, and she spoke glowingly of
their recent JCC experience. The
Delegation Head is Mark Spencer.

She noted that all those at the Rady
were “very proud of the athletes who
represented Winnipeg: Becky Frohlinger,
Raffie Rosenberg, Brittany Silverstein, Lauren
Yusim, Rebecca Chess, Keenan Benarroch,
Brayden and Griffin Bernstein, Max Erenberg,
Greg Gorlick, Jeremy Hecht, and Josh Kerr.”

Lori also added, “There were over 1400
Jewish athletes and more than 1,000 volun-
teers and 700 host families from all over the
US, Canada, Mexico, Israel, South America,
and Europe. Team-Winnipeg demonstrated
some real talent bringing home 11 medals.” 

The dancers especially shone in the medal
department, capturing seven in total.
Frohlinger took home four gold in Tap, Jazz,
Hip Hop, and Senior Duet Lyrical with
Silverstein. The latter also won silver in Hip
Hop and a bronze in Solo Lyrical.

Rosenberg won a pair of gold medals in
Ballet, Lyrical, and silver in Jazz. It goes
without saying that their dance coach Fran
Steinberg was most instrumental in their suc-
cess. 

Chess, a soccer goalie, played with a team
of 15 and 16 year olds from JCC Springfield,
Toronto and Delaware that went on to win
the bronze medal. The match was played in
95-degree heat and high humidity. With
about 15 seconds remaining and the score
tied at two, Rebecca’s team scored the game
winner. 

Yusim took the court with a team of girls
that won two games and lost three, and that,
according to Derraugh “played very strong.” 

The 15 and 16 year-old boys’ basketball
team had a 1-4 record, but Lori pointed out
“This is the first win in eight years for a team
from Winnipeg.” Benarroch averaged 18
points per game. Other members were the
Bernstein boys, Erenberg, Gorlick, Hecht,
and Kerr along with coach Michael
Benarroch. 

Derraugh also mentioned a number of other
features of the event. “The Opening
Ceremonies were held on Sunday at Madison
Square Garden with Chris Berman (former Y-
Sports Dinner headliner) as MC. 

Other evening activities included the Bronx
Zoo, Rye Playland Amusement Park, an
evening spent with the athlete’s host family,

and the Closing Ceremonies at the
Westchester County Center”.

The athletes also participated in the “Days
of Caring and Sharing,” an afternoon out of
the competition schedule, to participate in a
community service project which is closely
tied to the basic Jewish value of Tikkun Olam
(repairing the world). Tikkun Olam urges us
all to make a difference in the lives of others
who may be less fortunate. 

Every time I make mention of the afore-
mentioned event I am envious that in our day
such adventurous and educational opportuni-
ties weren’t available to our generation. I’d
get on board if I were you. 
POST PATTER:

• In September of 2008 the New York City
basketball community honoured 98-year-old
Louis “Lulu” Bender, who was a star college
player at Columbia University during the
1930-32 seasons. Bender led the Ivy League
in scoring in both his sophomore and junior
years. 

He played at the pro level with teams in
N.Y. called the Celtics, the Union City Reds,
the Boston Trojans and the N.Y. Whirlwinds.
He later became an Assistant US Attorney for
the Southern District of NY. Louis, who
played tennis until he was 97, died just two
weeks ago at 99. 

• Last week in my annual “Jews in the NFL”
column I mentioned that defensive end Igor
Olshansky, who was for the past four seasons
with San Diego, is now in Dallas. 

By coincidence it turns out that Igor, in his
first training camp with the Cowboys, was in
conversation with starting offensive lineman
Kyle Kosier and learned that the 30-year-old

6’, 5” and 307 lb.
starting offensive
guard is also of the
Jewish faith. The
Arizona State grad
spent his first four pro
campaigns with the
49ers, one year with
the Lions, and is
presently in his fourth
with the Cowboys.
Both players thought,
“It was cool.”

• Sports editor Ron
Kaplan of the New
Jersey Jewish News,
with whom I occa-
sionally talk sports,
relates that a Marty
Appel sent in a report
that Tamir Goodman,
tabbed several years
ago as the “Jewish
Jordan” while a
Baltimore high school
player, has retired
from the Maccabi
Haifa team. 

Goodman is an
Orthodox Jew who
couldn’t play on the
Sabbath. 

His college, Towsan State, adjusted their
schedule to accommodate the Baltimore
native. Tamir will now guide the charitable
program “Haifa Hoops” for club owner
Jeffrey Rosen. 

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former
school teacher, and covers football and hock-
ey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send
news about Jewish sports to Harvey Rosen,
360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7,
e-mail: harv360@shaw.ca
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Harvey Rosen

Sponsored by Eden Memorials
Recreation Men’s Bowling League

By SAUL LONDON, secretary
Weekly high scores - September 9

HIGH TRIPLE: Jack Buchalter 603 (234,
191); Terry Robinson 595 (243); Jack
Lazareck 558 (196); Rube Helman 556
(196); Saul Greenberg 556 (195) Herb
Singer 552 (200); Gary Granzberg 518
(190); Norm Freedman 517 (200); Lyle
Silverstein 514 (190); Harvey Appelle
511; Ken Ruhr 500.

HIGH SINGLE: Itz Jacob 205; Phil Leibl
190; Joe Elfenbaum 190; Avery
Spigelman 189; Saul London 189; Hersh
Doctoroff 186.

Weekly high scores - September 16
HIGH TRIPLE: Terry Robinson 632 (224,
209, 199); Gary Granzberg 581 (233,
190); Ken Ruhr 564 (207); Chaim Raber
555 (222); Saul London 552 (202); Saul
Greenberg 540 (200); Jack Lazareck 528;
Darren Earn 518, Neil Stitz 511.

HIGH SINGLE: Avery Spigelman 201;
Allan Ruhr 195; Rube Helman 189; Herb
Singer 182; Hersh Doctoroff 180.

2009 JCC Maccabi Games team photo. Top row (L to R) Keenan
Benarroch, Michael Benarroch, Mark Spencer, Fran Steinberg, Lori
Derraugh. Next row Brayden Bernstein, Becky Frohlinger. Next row Josh
Kerr, Brittany Silverstein, Rebecca Chess, Lauren Yusim, Raffie
Rosenberg, Max Erenberg. Bottom Row Griffin Bernstein, Jeremy Hecht,
Greg Gorlick.

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

Junior athletes excel in New York

“There were over 1400 Jewish
athletes and more than 1,000

volunteers and 700 host families from
all over the US, Canada, Mexico,

Israel, South America, and Europe.
Team-Winnipeg demonstrated some

real talent bringing home 11 medals.”
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OBITUARIES
Obituaries, Unveilings and In Memoriams, $8 per
column inch. Extra charge for photo $15.
Payment may be made over phone, with Visa or
Mastercard.
When sending in Obituaries or Yahrzeits, please
ensure they are either typewritten or legibly printed,
doublespaced. We will not guarantee publication
of material that comes in that we cannot read.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 23

The family of the late

YORAM BARR
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Monday, October 12, 2009
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Bnay Abraham Cemetery

Unveiling

The family of the late

SHEILA
ROITENBERG

wishes to inform their
relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to her
loving memory on

Monday, October 12, 2009
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

In Memoriam

In loving remembrance of our
husband, father and

grandfather

ISRAEL ASPER
who passed away
October 7,2003

11 Days in Tishrei
— Still so much in our hearts
and sadly missed by his wife,
children and grandchildren.
Not a day goes by that we don't
think of him, and wish he was
still here with us.

In loving memory of our dear
mother, grandmother and

great-grandmother

ETTY BIHMAN
who passed away
October 3, 2006

11 days in Tishrei
You are always in our heart
and we love you forever
— Your daughter Rica,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren Carole, David,
Hart, Matthew and Noel,
Andie, Rachel, Alexa and Eli.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

CHARLES
BOYCE

who passed away
September 25, 2007

— Remembered daily, missed
deeply and forever loved
Geraldine, Richard, Kenny
and Alex and family.

In Memoriam

2nd Yahrzeit

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

MAURICE
DASHEVSKY

who passed away
September 12, 1994

7 Days in Tishrei
— Always loved and forever
remembered by his wife,
children, grandson and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MRS. NETTIE FOX
who passed away

September 23, 1977
11 Days in Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her daughter, son-
in-law, grandchildren and
great-granddaughter Niki.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit
In loving memory of

DAVID HENDIN
who passed away

September 28, 2005
24 Days in Elul

Memories we tenderly hold to
love to cherish and never forget.
— Deeply missed by beloved
wife Bernice, children, and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In memory of

SYD HENDIN
who passed away

September 24, 2006
As time unfolds
memories keep you near
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your loving wife
Shirley and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
wife, mother and

grandmother

SARAH
HENOCH
who passed away

September 25, 1993
10 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow.
- With tears in our eyes and an
ache in our hearts, we light a
candle in your beautiful
memory.
— Your love is our legacy

In Memoriam
12th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEA KREMER
who passed away
October 7, 1997
6 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SAM LETINSKY
who passed away

December 11, 1998
22 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of

SOPHIE LETINSKY
who passed away

September 29, 1995
6 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLEY
“BRINEY”

LOVE
who passed away

September 18, 2007
6 Days in Tishrei

“YOU WILL LIVE IN OUR
HEARTS FOREVER”

— Sadly missed by her
husband, children,
grandchildren, sisters,
brothers-in-law, nieces,
nephews, great nephews, &
great niece.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDWARD
POSNER
who passed away

September 17, 1999
8 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sylvia,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of

SARAH
SILVERBERG

who passed away
October 4, 1990

15 days in Tishrei
—Sadly missed by her children
and  grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

ABRAHAM
SILVERBERG

who passed away
September 22, 1980
12 Days in Tishrei

— Sadly missed by his
children, grandchildren and
sister.

11th Yahrzeit

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FRANCES
STANDIL
who passed away
October 2, 1998

12 Days in Tishrei
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by her loving husband,
daughters, grandson, family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
STRONGER

who passed away
September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Marcy, Michael and Zoa and
Lyle and the rest of her family.
May your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

SEPTEMBER 30

In Memoriam
27th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of my
dear sister

EVA WAINSTOCK
who passed away on
September 23, 1982
6th day of Tishrei

— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her sister Anne.

9th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JOE WOHL
who passed away
October 10, 2000
11 days in Tishrei

With aching hearts we lovingly
remember and miss you.
— Your wife Betty, children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
daughter and sister

BRINA
ERENBERG

who passed away
October 6, 1976

13 Days in Tishrei
Her soul touched every
human being
With everlasting love and life
eternal.
— Ever  remembered and sadly
missed by her parents,
brothers and sister.

In Memoriam
21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

SAM FLEISHER
who passed away

September 28, 1988
17 Days in Tishrei, 5749

— Remembered by his
children Miriam and William,
and family in Winnipeg, Israel
and Holland.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY
GOODMAN

who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam
14th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

WILLIAM (BILL)
GREENFIELD

who passed away
October 13, 1995

19 days in Tishrei, 5756
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your wife Libby,
children, grandchildren,
family and friends.

In Memoriam
22nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

TABL GUNER
who passed away
October 9, 1987

16 days in Tishrei
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children,
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FLORENCE
GUNN

who passed away
October 9, 1998

19 days in Tishrei
— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her children
grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

RAYMOND
MINKIN

who passed away
September 27, 2004
12 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by his wife
Beverley and son Shane.

In Memoriam
4th Yahrzeit

In loving memory
of our dearest

mother and grandmother

EVA (CHAVA)
MLYNARSKI

who passed away
October 22, 2005
19 Days in Tishrei

Though absent, you are always
near.
We light a candle in your
beautiful memory.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SYLVIA
POLLOCK
who passed away
October 1, 1993

16 Days in Tishrei
— Always in our hearts and
lovingly remembered by her
husband, children, grand-
children, family and friends.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
husband, father and

grandfather

ALEX POSNER
who passed away
October 8, 1968

16 Days in Tishrei
—Ever remembered and sadly
missed by his wife, children
and grandchildren.

8th Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HELEN WISE
who passed away
October 1st, 2001

Erev Succoth - 14th Tishrei
We will love and remember you
always.
— Your children and family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

FAY YARMAN
who passed away

September 21, 1994
16 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her loving nieces,
nephews, great nieces and
nephews and great-great niece
and nephews.

Group pushing religious freedom in
Israel launched 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) – An organization
calling for full religious freedom and diver-
sity in Israel was launched in Tel Aviv. 

Hiddush, a Hebrew word for innovation
and renewal, was launched Monday and is
headed by President and CEO Rabbi Uri
Regev, a native Israeli and until recently
president of the World Union for
Progressive Judaism, and Chairman
Stanley Gold , a Los Angeles businessman
and philanthropist . 

A statement released by the organization
blames the lack of freedom of religion in
Israel on “a chief rabbinate and an ultra-
Orthodox ideology” that controls the lives
of Israeli Jews “from birth to death and
almost everything in between.” 

A survey of 1,200 Israelis conducted on
behalf of the organization showed that 92
percent of Israel’s secular Jews favored
abolishing the Orthodox monopoly on
marriage. Among all respondents, 84 per-
cent opposed the exemption of military
duty for yeshiva students, and 83 percent
supported freedom of religion and con-
science. 

In addition, 80 percent were dissatisfied
with gender-segregated seating on certain
bus lines, 63 percent backed equal state
funding for all Jewish denominations and
62 percent wanted public transportation to
run on Saturdays. 

Poll: Most
Israeli Jews like

Germany 
BERLIN (JTA) –

Most Israeli Jews
have a favorable
opinion of
Germany, a newly
released poll
shows. 

The joint survey
of 1,700 Israelis by
the Hebrew
University of
Jerusalem and the
German Friedrich
Ebert Foundation
was presented
Sept. 10 at a con-
ference in
Jerusalem. 

Researchers con-
tacted 1,200
Jewish and 500
Arab Israelis. More
Jews than Arabs
tended to favor
Germany. 

Some 95 percent
of Israelis said they
would buy
German goods. In
addition, 52 per-
cent of Israeli Jews
are pleased with
Germany’s role in
Middle East poli-
tics, while 27 per-
cent of Israeli
Arabs find
Germany’s Middle
East role positive. 

Some 83 percent
of secular respon-
dents define
Israel’s relations
with Germany as
normal, in contrast
with just 48 per-
cent of fervently
Orthodox respon-
dents. 



Ask the Expert: Apologizing 

CHAVURAT TEFILA SYNAGOGUE
Friday, September 25. Candles: 7:01. Mincha: 7:00.

Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 7:00. Shabbat ends: 7:56. Sunday
morning services: 9:00. Erev Yom Kippur Sunday, September
27: candles: 6:57. Kol Nidre: 6:30. Shacharit: 9:00. Fast
ends: 7:52. Evening services Sept. 29, 30, Oct. 1: 7:00.

Friday, October 2 erev Sukkot candles: 6:46. Mincha:
6:45. Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 6:45. Saturday October 3 sec-
ond day Sukkot candles: 7:41. Shacharit: 9:30. Mincha: 6:45
Yom Tov ends: 7:39. Morning services: 8:00. Evening ser-
vices Oct. 5-8: 6:45.

The Chavurat Tefila Synagogue on the corner of Hartford
and McGregor offers traditional Orthodox services in an
informal setting. We welcome anyone who has yahrzeit or is
saying kaddish to join us for our twice-daily minyanim.

CONGREGATION ETZ CHAYIM
123 Matheson Avenue
Friday, September 25 - morning service 7:30 a.m., evening

service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 7:01 p.m. Saturday,
September 26 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Afternoon service
12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:56 p.m. Sunday, September 27 -
morning service 9:00 a.m. Kol Nidre 6:30 p.m. Begin fast &
light candles 6:57 p.m.

Monday, September 28 - morning service 9:00 a.m.
Mincha Ne’ilah service 6:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 29-
Thursday, October 1 - morning service 7:30 a.m. Evening
service 6:00 p.m.

Friday, October 2 - morning service 7:30 a.m., Erev
Succoth evening service 6:00 p.m., candle lighting 6:46 p.m.
Saturday, October 3 - Sukkot Day 1 - morning service 9:00
a.m. Afternoon service 12:30 p.m. Shabbat ends 7:41 p.m.
Candle lighting after Shabbat ends. Sunday, October 4 -
Succoth Day 2 - morning service 9:00 a.m. Yom Tov ends
7:39 p.m.

Monday, October 5-Thursday, October 8 - Hol Hamoed -
morning service 7:15 a.m. Evening service 6:00 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHAAREY ZEDEK
561 Wellington Crescent; website

www.shaareyzedek.mb.ca 
For program and event information, please check our web-

site or call the synagogue office. 
Friday, September 25. Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening

Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 7:04 p.m. Shabbat, September 26 –Parashat
Ha’Azinu / Shabbat Shuva. Morning Service
9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 8:01 p.m.

Sunday, September 27 – Kol Nidre. Morning Minyan 9:00
a.m.; Candle Lighting 6:59; First Kol Nidre Service 5:45 p.m.;
Second Kol Nidre Service 8:45 p.m.

Monday, September 28 – Yom Kippur. First Service
9:00 a.m. (Sanctuary); Family Service 9:30 a.m. (Lounges);
Second Service 1:30 p.m. (Sanctuary); Alternative Service
1:30 p.m. (Lounges); Mincha 5:30 p.m.; Ne’ilah/Ma’ariv
6:30 p.m.; Fast Ends 7:57 p.m.

Friday, October 2 – Erev Sukkot.
Morning Minyan 7:30 a.m.; Evening Minyan Kabbalat
Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.; Community-Wide Musical
Kabbalat Shabbat with keyboard 7:00 p.m.; Candle
Lighting 6:48 p.m.

Shabbat, October 3 – First Day of Sukkot. Morning Service
9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 7:46 p.m.
Sunday, October 4 – Second Day of Sukkot. Morning Service
9:00 a.m.; Evening Minyan 6:00 p.m.; Havdallah 7:44 p.m.

Daily Morning Minyan: Monday to Friday 7:30 a.m.;
Sunday and Holidays 9:00 a.m.

Daily Evening Minyan: Saturday to Thursday 6:00 p.m.;
Friday Minyan Kabbalat Shabbat Service 5:30 p.m.

HOUSE OF ASHKENAZIE
Winnipeg’s oldest Orthodox congregation, operating from

the same location at 297 Burrows, corner of
Burrows/Charles, for over 80 years.

Join us for a daily morning minyan with Rabbi Avrom

Altein at 7:20 a.m., Shabbos and Yom Tov at 9:00 a.m, and
Sunday at 8:30 a.m.

TALMUD TORAH - BETH JACOB SYNAGOGUE 
Located at 1525 Main Street. 
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, September 25 at  7:01

p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 7:00 p.m. Saturday
Morning Service at 9:15 a.m. Sedra of the Week - Haazinu.
Shabbat Shuvah. Mincha Service at  7:00 p.m. Shabbat ends
at 7:56 p.m.

Erev Yom Kippur- Sunday Sept, 27- Kol Nidrei - 6:45 p.m.
Light candles and begin the fast before 6:57 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 28 - Yom Kippur - Shacharit - 9:00 a.m. Fast
ends - 7:52 p.m.

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at 6:45 p.m.
Candle Lighting Time for Friday, October 2, Erev Succoth

at 6:46 p.m. Mincha/Kabbalat Shabbat at 6:45 p.m. Saturday
Oct. 3 - First Day  of Succoth - Shacharit at 9:15 a.m. Mincha
Service at 6:45 p.m. Light Candles after Shabbat ends at 7:41
p.m. 

Sunday, Oct. 4- Second day of Succoth - Shacharit - 9:15
a.m. Mincha  - 6:40 p.m. Yom tov ends at 7:39 p.m.   

Daily Mincha/Maariv services at  6:30 p.m .
Traditional Orthodox services are conducted, and every-

one is invited to attend.
TEMPLE SHALOM

Temple Shalom, Winnipeg’s only Reform Congregation,
1077 Grant Avenue, will be holding: Friday, September 25,
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Shuva Service led by Rabbi Karen Soria
with Cantor Len Udow. Sunday, September 27, 7:30 p.m. Kol
Nidre - led by Rabbi Karen Soria with Cantor Len Udow with
the Temple Shalom choir. Monday, September 28, 10:00
a.m. Yom Kippur - led by Rabbi Karen Soria (same as Kol
Nidre) 9:00 a.m., Children’s Service.

Friday, October 2, 6:00 p.m. Sukkot Pot luck with Sukkot
Service beginning at 7:00 p.m. - Lay led by Judith Huebner
with Cantor Len Udow.
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Synagogue news/Yom Kippur

SYNAGOGOGUE SERVICE TIMES

Question: I know Yom Kippur is coming up and I’m supposed to
apologize to people. How am I supposed to do that? Should I literal-
ly call everyone I know? Post a mass note on Facebook? 
–Miriam,New York 

Answer: It’s impressive that you’re serious about asking for forgive-
ness before Yom Kippur, Miriam. It’s a big responsibility, but I bet it
will feel great to walk into Kol Nidre knowing you’ve done everything
you can to apologize to anyone you have hurt in the past year. 

First, you don’t have to apologize to everyone you know, so no need
to run up your cell phone bill. 

You’re only required to ask for forgiveness from those whom you
know you have hurt. 

Some halakhic authorities recommend that you apologize to all your
friends before Yom Kippur, just in case you hurt someone unknowing-
ly (Rema 606:2; Arukh Hashulhan, 4). Doing this via a mass e-mail or
Facebook message is halakhically permissible.

If you know you’ve hurt someone, you absolutely should make an
apology before Yom Kippur. You can do this in person, by phone, via
e-mail, Facebook, Skype, gmail chat or even
telegram – whatever means you want, but it
should be personal. 

I spoke with Professor Everett L. Worthington Jr.
of Virginia Commonwealth University, a psychol-
ogist who studies forgiveness, about what makes
a good and effective apology. He has a handy
acronym he uses to help people remember all the
steps of a meaningful request for forgiveness: 

C-Confess without excuse. Be specific about
what you’re sorry for (“I’m sorry I forgot our
anniversary.”). Do not offer any kind of excuse.
Do not let the wordbut come out of your mouth. 

O-Offer an apology that gets across the idea that you’re sorry and
that you don’t want to do it again. Be sincere and articulate. 

N-Note the other person’s pain. Acknowledge that your actions were
hurtful. 

F-Forever value. Explain that you value your relationship and want
to restore it more than you want to hang onto your pride. 

E-Equalize. Offer retribution. Ask how you can make it up to the per-
son. 

S-Say “never again.” Promise that you won’t do it again (and mean

it). 

S-Seek forgiveness. Ask the other person directly, “Can you forgive
me?” 

Worthington suggests thinking through all of the steps of CONFESS
before you approach the person to deliver your apology. That way,
when you’re speaking with him or her, you’ll have planned out what
you’re going to say, and you won’t be left stammering and searching
for words. 

Another thing to remember is that the person you’re apologizing to
might not be ready to accept your apology. Worthington said there are
basically four ways people respond to requests for forgiveness: 

1) Yes, I forgive you. 
2) I need more time. 
3) I can make a decision to forgive you, but I’m still very hurt. 
4) No, there’s nothing you can do to ever make it right. I don’t

forgive you. 

The second and third responses are the most
common, the professor said, and you should be
prepared for them. 

Don’t assume that after you make your apology
everything is going to be reconciled.
Reconciliation is not something that’s granted; it’s
earned. You should expect to have to prove you’re
sincere. 

According to Maimonides and the Shulhan
Arukh (OH 606:1), when you ask someone for
forgiveness, he or she is allowed to turn you
down. If this happens, you should return a sec-
ond and third time, with three witnesses, and try

apologizing again. 
If the victim won’t forgive you after three tries, then you’re consid-

ered to have atoned, even if you haven’t been granted forgiveness. 
Apologizing is hard work. It’s great to do it before Yom Kippur, but

the best strategy is to do it year-round instead of carrying around all
that guilt and stress for months.

I know this is kind of like being told to floss every day. You know
you should do it, but somehow you can’t bring yourself to make it a
part of your routine until the week before your dentist appointment. 

So stop feeling guilty about not flossing, and use that time to apolo-
gize to someone you’ve wronged. Just don’t tell your dentist. 

For more information about Judaism and Jewish life, visit
MyJewishLearning.com. 
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By MARC D. STERN
NEW YORK (JTA) –

The Goldstone report is
severely flawed, per-
haps fatally. At the same
time, some of the allega-
tions it makes deserve
serious consideration by
Israel.

The Goldstone mis-
sion was conceived in
bias. The U.N. Human
Rights Council resolu-
tion calling it into exis-
tence called only for an examination of Israeli
actions. The mission’s discussion of Hamas’
actions was done only by subsequent informal
agreement. The bias of the U.N. Human Rights
Council against Israel has been acknowledged
explicitly by successive U.S. administrations,
and implicitly even by the U.N. secretary-gener-
al. One member of the mission condemned
Israel’s actions in Gaza as war crimes before
joining the mission.

The precedent for this is “Alice in
Wonderland”: sentence first, verdict later.

Bias is only one problem with the report. It also
is rife with doubtful legal conclusions and a sys-
tematic disregard of Israel’s legitimate security
concerns. In fact, the report never acknowledges
that Israel’s assault was a legitimate exercise of
the right of self-defense.

In discussing the impact of the security fence
and checkpoints on life in the West Bank – an
issue not within the mission’s remit, but on
which it decided to opine – the report manages
not to mention Israel’s very real security interests
in protecting itself against terror attacks. A for-
tiori, it does not note the success of these mea-
sures in stopping such attacks.

It is very much an open question whether
international human rights law, which the mis-
sion relies on heavily, applies to war. There is
very good reason not to allow it to displace the
body of international law regulating war.
Otherwise, the carefully crafted balance
between military effectiveness and protection of
civilians characteristic of the international law of
war is discarded in favor of a relentless tilt
toward protecting civilians.

In the context of the irregular warfare waged
by groups such as Hamas – from among civilians
– the result of imposing human rights law, with
its unyielding protection of human life, is that
states cannot both defend themselves and com-
ply with this (mis)reading of international law.

The mission’s legal analysis is further premised
on the quite doubtful claim that Israel still occu-
pies Gaza, even though every Israeli soldier has
withdrawn, as the United Nations itself has
acknowledged. The Goldstone report further
doubtfully treats as law various statements and
declarations of U.N. bodies – bodies without
power to make international law.

Seeing war primarily through the prism of
human rights concerns leads the mission to sys-
tematically disregard legitimate Israeli security
interests. For example, the report condemns as
an illegal attack on a civilian object the bombing
of a cement factory in Gaza. The authors say
they can conceive of no military purpose to the
attack. But there is an obvious one: to deny to
Hamas and its fellow rocket launchers the
cement necessary to build bunkers, launching
pads and smuggling tunnels.

The report also condemns Israel’s embargo of
Gaza as illegal collective punishment – on the
erroneous assertion that Gaza is still occupied
territory – because it inflicts economic hardship
on Palestinians. Notably, it does not discuss the
actual sections of the Geneva Convention deal-
ing with what supplies must be admitted to hos-
tile territory. Israel complies with those. It also
ignores recent poll evidence that these restric-

tions are causing Gazans to transfer support to
the more peaceful Palestinian Authority.

Apparently it is the mission’s view that Hamas
can call for, and work toward, the destruction of
the State of Israel and use its control of Gaza as
a platform for incessant rocket attacks on Israel,
and in return expect Israel to open its borders to
trade, import and export; allow Palestinians to
cross Israel to the West Bank (again, notably, no
mention of the security problem this would
pose); allow fishermen free access to the sea up
to a distance of 30 miles, facilitating the smug-
gling of rockets and other weaponry; and gener-
ally allow Gaza to strengthen itself economical-
ly while continuing to threaten Israel’s existence.
To state this argument is to expose its silliness,
except that the mission is completely serious
about it and believes any other position is an
international crime.

Yet another example of the mission’s disregard
of Israel’s security interests is the call for the
wholesale release of Palestinian prisoners with-
out any quid pro quo, and without any regard to
whether those released would revert to terror-
ism. (Don’t even ask what this has to do with the
conduct of the war in Gaza.)

What particularly galls Israel is the absurd
charge that Israel deliberately decided to target
Palestinian civilians.
Numerous officials,
many of whom I
know personally to be
deeply committed to
compliance with
international law,
have testified that
Israel planned to min-
imize civilian casual-
ties, even as it simul-
taneously planned to
deliver a harsh blow
to Hamas and other
groups launching
rockets on Israel. This
is a perfectly legal
strategy, even if it did
cause substantial col-
lateral damage to
civilians.

Unpleasant as it is
to say, it is simply the
fact that collateral
damage, even sub-
stantial collateral
damage to civilians, is
not inherently illegal.

The mission rea-
soned that since Israel
possessed precision
weapons, if many
civilians were killed it
must be the result of a
deliberate decision to
kill them. The mis-
sion’s report states, for
example, that Israelis
caught in a firefight
should not have
responded with
immediately avail-
able, but less accu-
rate, mortars, and
should have waited
under fire until preci-
sion weapons could
be used. In a civilian-
oriented, human
rights based
approach, this is a
plausible claim.
Under the law of war,
it is without founda-
tion.

It would be a mis-

take, however, to dismiss the report in its entire-
ty, despite its fundamental flaws. At various
points it offers detailed evidentiary support for
the claim that in some cases – only a handful, to
be sure – civilians were intentionally harmed,
even killed, and that Palestinian detainees were
mistreated. As Israel, understandably, refused to
cooperate with this tainted commission, we
don’t know all the facts. These allegations may
be wrong or explicable on other grounds. Like
the al-Dura affair, they may be wholly made up.
But the reports are, on their face, credible
enough to require a careful and independent
review by Israeli prosecutors.

This is not only because a credible Israeli
investigation forestalls prosecution in hostile
international fora like the International Criminal
Court or politically driven, hostile national
courts invoking universal jurisdiction. It is
because Israel’s own insistence on waging effec-
tive war in as moral a fashion as is reasonably
possible – war cannot be antiseptically waged –
demands it. As long as it is possible that these
standards have been breached, Israel owes it to
itself to investigate and, if appropriate, prose-
cute.

Marc Stern is the acting co-executive director
of the American Jewish Congress..
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Op-Ed: Goldstone report flawed, but Israel should investigate its military
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