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St. Boniface Hospital announces
research collaboration with Ben-Gurion

University of the Negev in Israel 

By BERNIE 
BELLAN

Researchers from St.
Boniface Hospital and
Ben-Gurion University
will soon be engaged in
new types of collabora-
tion in various areas of
research as the result of
an agreement reached
recently between the
two prestigious institu-
tions.

At an event held
Monday, September 12
in the IH Asper Clinical
Research Institute at St.
Boniface Hospital, Dr.
Rivka Carmi, President
of Ben-Gurion
University, and Dr.
Grant Pierce, Executive Director of Research
at St. Boniface Hospital, announced to invited
guests the unveiling of a new program of col-
laboration which will go by the title “Research
without Borders – Partners in Science”.

While we generally don’t like to print press

releases ver batim, the one sent to us Monday
morning, September 12, was well written
enough that it bears being reprinted almost in
its entirety. Here is the press release issued
jointly by the St. Boniface Hospital

Jewish Foundation holds Book of Life signings
By BERNIE 
BELLAN

It’s been two years
since the Jewish
Foundation of
Manitoba last held an
event marking new
Book of Life signings.
In 2015 the
Foundation celebrated
its 50th anniversary
and, rather than
crowding two major
events into the same
year, the decision was
taken not to hold a
Book of Life signing
ceremony.

This year’s event
marked the 17th time
that the Foundation has held a Book of Life signing ceremony. This year’s
ceremony was held at the Shaarey Zedek Synagogue on Tuesday,
September 20th.

The idea for the Book of Life began in 1998 – the brainchild of then-
Foundation Executive Director David Cohen. Signatories to the Book of
Life pledge to donate a portion of their estates to the Foundation. At the
same time signatories are asked to write something about their lives in the
actual Book of Life, which is kept at the entrance to the Asper Campus.

This year’s chair of the Book of Life committee, Ruth Carol Feldman,
explained to the audience that over 770 stories are now contained in the
Book of Life, and that over $12 million in estate gifts have already been
donated to the Foundation. (Some gifts have been donated by living donors
who decided to make good on their pledges before their passing.)

Feldman noted that four of the signatories this year are under the age of
40, a relatively new trend that took off when the late Richard Tapper
became the youngest-ever signatory in the Book of Life in 2011 at the age
34. (Sadly, Tapper died only a few months later.)

The event this year also spotlighted the donation made by the General
Monash Legion to the Jewish Foundation. When the Legion sold its former
Main Street home on Main Street in 2015, said Legion member Dave

Chochinov to the audience, some of the proceeds were used to establish a
$190,000 endowment fund at the Jewish Foundation. There is now a page
in the Book of Life recounting the history of the General Monash Legion.

Following the signing of each signatory’s stories, entertainment was pro-
vided by performers from Rainbow Stage. Stories from six past signatories
were incorporated into musical numbers from Broadway shows. The high-
light was undoubtedly the very bawdy song “Be a Dentist”, from the musi-
cal “Little Shop of Horrors”. That song was incorporated into the story of
retired dentist Leonard Kahane and his late wife, Hope.

I thought I’d end this report by giving you a little taste of the lyrics from
that song:
You’ll be a dentist
You have a talent for causing things pain
Son, be a dentist
People will pay you to be inhumane
Your temperament’s wrong for the priesthood
And teaching would suit you still less
Son, be a dentist you’ll be a success

There will be more about the Book of Life event in our October 12 issue
(but no more dentists will be defamed in that issue.)

At the event marking the announcement of the new agreement
between St. Boniface Hospital and Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev (l-r): Sheldon Zamick, President, Wpg. Associates of
BGU; Zach Ostrove, Exec. Director, Wpg. Associates of BGU; Dr.
Rivka Carmi, President, Ben-Gurion University of the Negev;
Chuck Lafleche, President & CEO, St. Boniface Hospital
Research Foundation; and Mark Mendelson, CEO, Can.
Associates of BGU

(l-r): Solly Dreman, Evelyn Katz, John Plantz, Danial
Sprintz, Paula Sturrey, Estelle Sures

Book of Life signers (l-r): Al Shell, David Mahussier,
Aaron Ingram, Morris Faintuch*, Dave Chochinov*,
Clarice Danzker            *representing General Monash Legion

Continued on page 12. See
“Collaboration”.



By BERNIE BELLAN
How does any newcomer to a strange land

learn to feel part of a larger society?
That question has special resonance at a time

when there has never been more pressure put
on Western societies to attempt to welcome
refugees from around the world.

But for Israelis, the question of making
immigrants and refugees feel welcome into
Israeli society has been an ongoing challenge
ever since the state was created.

For Professor Solly Dreman, Professor
Emeritus of Psychology at Ben-Gurion
University of the Negev, tackling that chal-
lenge became especially urgent during the
1990s, when Israel suddenly found itself facing
a huge influx of immigrants from the former Soviet Union.

Born and raised in Winnipeg, Dreman moved to Israel as a young adult
(in 1964), where he acquired a Masters and PhD in Psychology from the
Hebrew University of Jerusalem. In the 90s, along with a colleague at Ben-
Gurion University, Eva Shinar, who, like Dreman, had also been an immi-
grant to Israel, he conducted research and designed a series of very suc-
cessful workshops at the university to assist in the integration of immi-
grants from Russia and Ethiopia into Israeli society.

On Monday, September 19th, at an event sponsored by the Canadian
Associates of Ben-Gurion University, Winnipeg Friends of Israel, the
Jewish Foundation of Manitoba, and this newspaper, Dreman presented a
very interesting lecture titled “Integrating New Immigrants and Refugees:
Is There Hope?”

Dreman, as he has so many times in the past, was able to enliven his pre-
pared talk with several off-the-cuff anecdotes.

He began his talk by asking the following question: “To whom do I owe
my primary allegiance?” Is it to my family… my ethnic or religious
group… my country? Dreman referred to a book written by a French Arab
by the name of Amin Maalouf  in 1998 titled In the Name of Identity:

Violence and the Need to Belong. In that book,
Maalouf asks the central question: “Do I feel more
Muslim or French?”

The answer that Maalouf gave, Dreman noted,
was a blending of identities that included being
French, Lebanese, an author and a collage of other
identities - the thrust of which Dreman went on to
explore during his hour long talk followed by a
question and answer period.

According to Dreman,  one of the key periods in
identity formation occurs in mid to late adoles-
cence. For that reason, he explained, “adolescents
who have become immigrants often have disas-
trous results. Youth often latch on to causes that
implement terrorism.” 

But, for ex-Soviet Jews in the 1990s, the upheaval resulting from so
many moving so quickly to Israel resulted in problems of a different sort.
Of course, there was the language barrier, but there were also huge cultur-
al gaps between the predominantly Russian emigrés and native-born
Israelis. Because Ben-Gurion University found itself with a disproportion-
ately large number of Russian-speaking students, the problem of identity
was particularly acute at that university, Dreman explained. 

Together with his colleague Shinar, Dreman designed a series of work-
shops that were conducted over a two-year period at Ben-Gurion
University, in which Russian-speaking students were put together with
native Israeli students in an attempt to see what particular tools might work
best for both groups to feel comfortable with one another. Dreman empha-
sized, however, that the workshops were conducted in Hebrew, with half
the participants being Russian and half native born Israelis. He noted that
the workshops were designed not only to help the Russian students inte-
grate into Israeli society, they were also intended to encourage them to talk
about their past history and culture, as well as their present expectations as
new immigrants. The workshops’ purposes were also to permit both groups
an opportunity to hear each other and develop mutual respect and recogni-
tion for “the other”, Dreman noted.

That was important, Dreman explained because, instead of trying to
teach the Russians to adopt Israeli values, there was a reciprocal dialogue
where each group listened to the other and tried to understand their values,
feelings and behavior, thus promoting an “evolving melting pot atmos-
phere”. As Dreman put it, for the bureaucrats who were responsible for
integrating newcomers into Israel society, they typically thought “they
should become like us”.

At the beginning of the first workshop, Dreman asked the students to list
the characteristics that best described the members of the other group. The
Israeli students’ most commonly used adjectives in describing Russians
were: “manipulative, clannish, and corrupt”. For the Russians, Israelis
were “loud and boorish”.

Tensions between the two groups at Ben-Gurion ran so high, according
to Dreman, that the “extreme alienation between sabras and Russians
sometimes led to fistfights…There was a profound need to bridge the gap”
between the two groups that had developed.

In designing the workshops, Dreman faced the challenge how to lure
Russian-speaking students into participating. By and large the sabras who
participated were students in the humanities, while the Russians were in
the sciences  - and not particularly interested in deviating from studies in
that field. As a result, students who participated in the workshops were
offered an academic reward. Dreman noted that, by the end of the first year
in which the workshops were offered, demand to participate had grown to
such an extent that the number of applicants far exceeded the number of
available spaces, with over 100 students wanting to enroll.

So, what went on in the workshops? In the first place, as has been noted,
all discussions were conducted in Hebrew. Dreman noted that “previous
work with immigrants was almost always conducted in their language and
the participants were homogenous”. 

The workshops consisted of 26 students each time: 13 Russians and 13
sabras; however, Dreman said, “We stayed away from the ‘Uncle Tom’ phi-
losophy of ‘be like us’.” The Russians were “encouraged to talk about their
past, about leaving their homes, and other problems.”

In addition, the Russians were encouraged  to describe their childhoods,
their educational experiences in the Soviet Union, what service in the
Russian army had been like for them, and issues of “cohabitation” with
members either of the opposite or same gender. 
Family stress was discussed, including typical life cycle issues such as
birth, adolescence   mid-life crisis, and “frequent but less normative  phe-
nomena like divorce, war and unemployment.” At the end of the year, par-
ticipants in the workshops were required to hand in a paper summing up
the work that had been done. 

Dreman cited the paper of one former Soviet Union female student who
described how she felt so “completely lost” when she initially moved to
Israel with her family.
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Ben-Gurion U prof (and former Winnipegger) Solly Dreman lectures on “identity”

Continued on page 16. See “Solly Dreman”.

Professor SOLLY DREMAN



By MYRON LOVE
Shlomo Benarroch, who passed away on Friday,

September 9, at the age of 94, was one of our com-
munity’s treasures. He was that rare individual who,
when it comes to Jewish ritual, could do it all. Over
50-plus years in Winnipeg, he served our communi-
ty as a shoichet, a mohel, a sofer, a Torah reader, a
Baal Koreh, shofar blower and living role model as
to what it is to be a righteous Jew.

At his standing room only funeral at the Chesed
Shel Emes, his sons, daughters-in-law, and grand-
children remembered him as a loving husband,
father and zaida, and much more.

The Benarroch family from Morocco was a rather
exotic addition to our largely Ashkenazi community
when they arrived here in 1963. But it didn’t take
long for them to be accepted as an integral part of the community and for
Shlomo to make an impact.

As his brother-in-law, Mahlouf Muyal, remarked, Shlomo attended
Yeshiva in his native Tangier and later studied the Hebrew University of
Jerusalem. He returned to Tangier and taught school for several years. In
his eulogy, Shlomo’s son, Rabbi Yamin Benarroch noted, that his father
made a strong impression on his students.

Rabbi Yamin Benarroch recounted how, in his travels, he often runs into
people who were his father’s students years before in Morocco, and still
remember him fondly.

Muyal explained that Shlomo Benarroch came to Winnipeg in 1963 with
his family, in response to an invitation from Rabbi Kravetz to teach at the
Talmud Torah. On arrival, Benarroch decided to turn down the teaching
position and, instead, become one of the our community’s shoichets. (He
had also been a shoichet in Tangier.)

He served as a shoichet for 45 years. His long time partner in schita, Saul
Fink, remembers Shlomo Benarroch as a pleasure to work with. “We
worked together for 20-25 years and we never had an argument,” Fink said.
“We always supported each other. He was a
great guy.”

As a mohel, he performed hundreds of brit
milahs. Benarroch’s son, Rabbi Yossi
Benarroch, recounted how, one Shabbat, his
father walked from his north end home to the
Victoria Hospital to perform a bris. “He refused
payment for the procedure. It was enough that he
had performed a mitzvah.”

Rabbi Yossi  also spoke about how his father
would walk to the Lubavitch Shul on Magnus
even on the coldest Shabbats to read Torah and
lead services.

For most of his time in Winnipeg, though,
Shlomo Bennaroch was associated with the
Talmud Torah Beth Jacob congregation. Harry
Garfinkel davened with Benarroch at the
Talmud Torah for more than 40 years. 

“Shlomo was an excellent Torah reader,”
Garfinkel recalls. “You could hear every word.

“And he had beautiful handwriting. He wrote
many gets (religious divorces). It broke his heart
to see beautiful young people divorcing.”

Benarroch and Garfinkel also golfed together.
“He was a good golfer,” Garfinkel recalls. “His
drives were always straight as an arrow and he
never lost a ball.”

Rabbi Yossi also noted his father’s athletic
ability, both as a golfer and, in his younger days,
as a soccer player.

Muyal says of his brother-in-law that he was
always positive. Garfinkel adds that no one ever
had a bad word to say about him.

At the funeral, Rabbi Yamin  illustrated his
father’s tremendous patience with a story about
an older neighbour who used to drop in to the
Bennaroch home every day and sit for an hour in
the kitchen, speaking Yiddish to Shlomo
Benarroch. Bennaroch, of course, didn’t under-
stand any Yiddish – but he smiled and nodded
frequently. One day, Rabbi Yamin asked him
why he didn’t tell his neighbour that he didn’t
understand what she was saying. His response
was that she seemed to be happy -  so why spoil
it?

Garfinkel noted that his old friend used to read tehilim (psalms) every
day.

“Shlomo’s principal legacy is his family,’ Garfinkel added. “He and Mary
had four sons, all of whom have contributed much to the community.”

In addition to Rabbi Yamin – who is principal of Judaic Studies at Ecole
Maimonide in Cote St. Luc, Quebec – and Rabbi Yossi, the Adas Yeshurun
Herzlia’s new rabbi, Shlomo Bennaroch is also survived by Michael, the
Dean and CA Manitoba Chair in Business Leadership at Asper School of
Business, and Albert, the executive director of the Jewish Child and Family
Service.

We wish Mary and the family our sympathy for their loss.

Shlomo Benarroch leaves behind legacy  of love, menschlickeit, Yiddishkeit
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Super Fun Day at the 
Asper Campus Sunday, September 10

Over 500 people turned out for an event sponsored by the Jewish
Federation Sept. 10. There was plenty of  food and entertainment, as
well as  bouncers, face painting, arts & crafts, Israeli sand making,
bingo, races, super bubbles, family zumba and the PJ Library Story
Walk. Most of the Federation’s 12 partner agencies also had booths.

Josh Winestock (holding guitar) and
a variety of costumed singers pro-
vided entertainment.

Freda Glow (left) and
Marilyn Regiec at a booth
for Gwen Secter Centre

SHLOMO
BENARROCH



This week will really be made up of a lot of
“short takes”, rather than what has tended to
become my rambling on about just one or two
topics.

Just before we were putting the final touches to
our New Year issue I received a fascinating press
release from B’nai Brith Manitoba about the
ostracism that newly elected Member of the

Legislature Wob Kinew had been enduring over his having the temerity to
visit Camp Massad - of all things!

Here’s what the release said in part: “After  his visit to Camp Massad,
Kinew encountered something he had not expected – fierce backlash. One
commenter asked whether Kinew had mentioned ‘Palestinian human
rights, language, culture, stolen land and executed children’ to campers at
Massad, while another lamented the ‘irony’ of discussing human rights at
a Jewish summer camp.”

Boy oh boy, it’s a different world out there now, isn’t it? I’ve always tried
to avoid overly obsessing about anti-Semitism in this paper, but when you
read what happens over a purely non-political visit by someone to a Jewish
camp and how that led to his being condemned for that, it’s hard not to be
scared.

Yet, despite the many dangers that supporters of Israel face – and con-
stant new reports remind us that it is increasingly dangerous to come out in
open support of anything that might be remotely construed as being sup-
portive of Israel, there are still many reasons for members of Winnipeg’s
Jewish community especially to be proud of the support that Israel contin-
ues to receive within large parts of the general community here.

Our page one story about the new agreement reached between the St.
Boniface Hospital Research Institute and Ben-Gurion University of the
Negev is one such good news story. It is also a continuation of a trend of
alliances formed between Winnipeg educational institutions and both the
Hebrew University and Ben-Gurion University.

Ben-Gurion University has developed a strong association between its
business school and the Asper Business School at the University of
Manitoba, while the Hebrew University and the University of Manitoba
have had similar links between their law faculties as a result of the initia-
tive taken by Prof. Brian Schwartz several years ago to have students from
both faculties exchange visits with one another.

I don’t recall seeing any criticism of any of those undertakings, yet I
wouldn’t be at all surprised if, at some point (and maybe it’s already hap-
pened), we start to hear calls from some quarters here for a boycott of those
Israeli universities. If Wob Kinew can be attacked simply for visiting a
Jewish camp, it’s inevitable that those same trolls who criticized Kinew
would be only too glad to dump on the friendships that have evolved
between Winnipeg centres of higher learning and their Israeli counterparts.

At the same time
though, I don’t want to
appear as a defender of
everything Israeli.
Elsewhere in this paper
you can find the second
part of an article that
was written by a young,
albeit staunch critic of
Israel, Lasha Mow-
chun, the first part of
which was published
back in July. In her
piece Lashha raises
some troubling ques-
tions about an episode
in the history of the
Jewish National Fund
that has caused no end
of controversy for that
long-venerated institu-
tion. We also offer a
rebuttal to Lasha’s
piece, but the questions
she raises will undoubt-
edly be of concern to
many Jews who are
concerned about the
often roughshod man-
ner in which Israel has
ridden over the rights
of Palestinians.

There are enough crises in the world, however, that I wanted to offer a
fair number of pleasant stories in this New Year issue. It’s always nice to
be contacted by readers who have stories to tell – sometimes ones they’ve
written themselves, sometimes ones that have been written by others. We
have several stories of that type in this issue. Among the most amusing is
one by former Winnipegger Lisa Abram in which she recounts her hesita-
tion in learning how to use a food processor – until she met the doyen of
food processors herself: Norene Gilletz.

Coincidentally, that story led to a story by Norene herself – about a recent
trip she took to Winnipeg to attend a wedding. Lucky for us, Norene
included some great recipes in her story, all of which were contributed by
Winnipeg friends of hers.

We also have a hilarious story by Libby Simon – who is someone I
always count on for a good story to put into one of our holiday issues. I,
myself, saved the second half of my story about Saul Cherniack for this
issue. If you read the first part of my story about the Cherniack family in
the last issue, you would have found out about Saul’s early years growing
up prior to the Second World War. This time around we pick up during the
war years themselves and continue to the present.

As someone who’s always been fascinated by history, and who can well
appreciate the work of the Jewish Heritage Centre in contributing to our
ongoing knowledge of our own Jewish history here, I try to make room for
profiles of individuals in our community whose contributions might have
been overlooked by younger readers.

It isn’t only Saul Cherniack who’s a senior that receives attention this
issue. Harvey Rosen looks back at the contribution made by the late Abe
Yanofsky, the great chess master, and I offer readers a glimpse into anoth-
er side of our own regular contributor, Harry Warren who, it turns out,
unbeknownst to me, is an artist of some considerable talent.

There were two other stories in the news this week that we don’t touch
upon in this issue, but which caught my attention nonetheless. One was
Lesley Hughes’ hatchet job on Peter Mansbridge in the Free Press; the
other was a piece in that same paper about Winnipeg School Division
Board Chair Sherry Rollins.

Suffice to say that Lesley Hughes has a real hate on for Peter Mansbridge.
What ever did he do to deserve that piling on he got in her bitter denunci-
ation of his journalistic abilities? Okay, maybe he’s not a graduate of a jour-
nalism school, but Mansbridge is still a first-rate journalist in my book.
Who cares whether he has degrees after his name? 

Now – here’s what intrigued me about the story about Sherry Rollins:
Apparently, Rollins is the first “indigenous” chair of the Winnipeg School
Division.

“Indigenous?” I thought, as I read the story. Didn’t we list her as a Jewish
candidate for school trustee back in 2014 when elections for trustees were
held? I asked Rebeca Kuropatwa, who had written about Jewish candidates
for school trustee positions in 2014 whether it was possible that Sherry
Rollins was both indigenous and Jewish?

Here’s the fascinating answer I got from Rebeca: “I just heard back from
Sherri.  She said: ‘I chose Judaism converting at Shaarey Zedek.  My step
family are Jewish as was my uncle.’ ”

I don’t know about you, but that really intrigues me. It also relates well
to the story we have about Ben-Gurion University Professor Solly
Dreman’s talk about identity. How we come to identify ourselves is a mix
of so many components. For instance, have you ever wondered why Barack
Obama is always referred to as “America’s first black president”, when his
mother was white and he was raised largely by his white grandparents?

Rather than it being a handicap to belong to a minority racial group these
days, it seems to be an advantage politically – and perhaps in other areas as
well (such as seeking employment in certain areas). 

This isn’t meant to belittle either Sherry Rollins or Barack Obama. While
I don’t know Sherry Rollins at all, it’s certainly an accomplishment for her
to have become the first indigenous chair of the Winnipeg School Division.
But, I wonder, when she was speaking to the Free Press reporter who wrote
about her, why didn’t she once make mention of the fact that she’s also
Jewish? Wouldn’t that have made her story even more remarkable?

I guess we only have to point to what happened to Wob Kinew to figure
out why. Attitudes toward Jews are ambivalent among a wide swath of the
public, to say the least, and have become outright hostile among a certain
proportion of the public. Someone can take pride in their native heritage –
and probably not have to fear much of a backlash, but to come out at the
same time and announce you’re also Jewish? That’s risky – even danger-
ous. But, we’re hoping to find out more about what led to Sherry Rollins’
decision to convert to Judaism. Stay tuned.
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Focus on Israeli “settlements” another example of double standards
By MYRON LOVE 

A recent column in Israel Hayom by writer Dror Eydar once again points
out the emptiness of charges that so-called Israeli “settlements” on the West
Bank (Judea and Samaria) are illegal under international law.

In his commentary, he asked what makes public opinion binding law. The
answer is that public opinion and international law are two separate things.
The legal “consensus” over the legality of the Israeli “settlement enter-
prise” - the idea that the demand to evict Jews from Judea and Samaria
within the framework of a peace deal is justified, rather than ethnic cleans-
ing - doesn’t exist.

“Even in the early 1970s, Judge Stephen Schwebel, who would later
serve as president of the International Court of Justice at The Hague,
argued that Israel was within its rights to hold onto the territory it had
seized during the Six-Day War in
1967,” Eydar writes. “His argument
was based on the assessment that the
war was a matter of self-defense for
Israel. Schwebel said that because the
original danger had not dissipated,
from Israel’s perspective, holding
(even if not fully annexing) the land
was justified, valid and that any
change was dependent on resolving
the conflict through peaceful avenues.
Moreover, Schwebel argued that in
cases where the previous sovereign
(Jordan) seized the territory unlawful-
ly (the world did not recognize Jordanian sovereignty in Judea and
Samaria), then the rights of the new country – which took control of the
land through the legal action of self-defense (Israel) – supersede the rights
of the previous country.

“Professor Eli Lauterpacht from Cambridge, Professor Eugene Rostow
from Yale and other esteemed jurists also concurred.”

Eydar further refers to a recent research paper, entitled “Unsettled: A
Global Study of Settlements in Occupied Territory” by Professor Eugene
Kontorovich, an international law expert, which was published in
Northwestern University School of Law. In his paper, Kontorovich exam-
ined all the cases throughout modern history of settling in conquered terri-
tories and how those conflicts were resolved.

“In no instance after World War II and the signing of the Geneva
Conventions in 1949 did the international community accept the demand to
vacate people who had already settled in an area as a condition for peace

or independence, Kontorovich noted. “When East Timor requested inde-
pendence from Indonesian occupation, its representatives did not condition
their desired independence on the eviction of Indonesian settlers. 

In the negotiations between Cyprus and Turkey, the peace accord wasn’t
conditioned on making every Turkish settler leave the island. When
Vietnam conquered Cambodia, a million settlers followed. In the Paris
talks in 1990, the mediating countries rejected outright the demand to evict
the Vietnamese settlers. During World War II, millions of Russians fol-
lowed in the wake of the Soviet Union’s occupation of Baltic countries. In
the early 1990s, with the collapse of the Soviet Union, those countries did
not condition their independence on evicting Russian settlers.

“In each case, when the international community asked the occupying
force to withdraw, it referred only to the army, not the population that set-
tled in the area. The only exception has been Israel. The Palestinian
demand is unprecedented in the history of the modern world and proves it

has nothing to do with peace.”
“International law,” Eydar writes, “is

not a public opinion poll.”

In 1975, he notes, a vast majority of
countries decided that the very idea of a
Jewish state is racist and unacceptable.

“So what?,” he writes. “By its very def-
inition, the law is a set of rules applied
objectively and consistently to similar
situations. If the law is applied selective-
ly – as is the case only in regard to Israeli
settlement in Judea and Samaria – then it
is not a law but rather the expression of

an opinion under the guise of legal pretexts, which opposes the Jewish peo-
ple’s return to Zion.”

“Anyone who has taken a cold, hard look at what the Arabs in the area
have claimed over the past 100 years, and the manner in which they have
distorted history, understands that the conflict with Israel is not based on
territory but rather ethnicity, nationality and religion. To argue that the
Palestinian demand for a Judenrein state – clean of every Jew living in
Judea and Samaria – stems from a fight over territory, is both wrong and
irresponsible.”

Thanks for article about my book
Dear Bernie
I want to thank you for the wonderful article you put into the paper. It

was huge–and so impressive. I had lots of feed back from it. Thank you.
Elaine Sharfe

Further to Mindel Cherniack Sheps
Hi Bernie
Just a note related to your story about Mindel Cherniak Sheps and her

husband Cecil. I lived next door on Machray east and knew the family
well. Cecil’s sister Lucille was about my age and we were in premedical
class together. 

Of the large number of excellent Jewish students in that class, only
Lucille and I were admitted into the medical faculty. The year was 1939:
it was the time of Dean Mathers, “numerus clausus”, and antiSemitism
at the medical college. 

In the 1940s, while we were taking classes, Mindel Cherniak Sheps
and Cecil Sheps were key players in Tommy Douglas’s attempts to insti-
tute some form of social medicine in Saskatchewan. This was well
known to the medical establishment in Manitoba, and they did not like
it!

In those days we had to do a year as a junior intern before we could
write the exams and become M.D.’s, so we all applied to one of the
teaching hospitals, either the Winnipeg General or St. Boniface. 

Eveyone in our class, Jewish or not, was accepted at one or the other
except Lucille Sheps! She could not even get placed at one of the com-
munity hospitals.

The powers that be knew she was the sister of Cecil Sheps and took
out their anger against Mindel and Cecil by this cowardly mean spirited
action. Lucille did not sit still for this outrage and arranged an internship
in Victoria BC., which she followed up with a highly successful career
in Vancouver. 

By the way, I enjoy the Jewish Post & News, especially the short
takes.
Leon Rubin M.D. 
frcs. frcog. winnipeg

Vacant Edenbridge colony in Saskatchewan
retains beautiful rustic synagogue - 

but it isn’t even locked!
RE: Jewish Post article of Jan. 7, 2015
As a moved-away Winnipegger recently returning for a family visit,

my aunt showed me the above mentioned article, as my baba and family
first settled in Edenbridge in the early 1900s. Approximately 20 years
ago, I had the opportunity to drive through Edenbridge, where we picked
up Charlie Vicker. who was once a resident of Edenbridge, and was cur-
rently living in Melfort. He spent the better part of an afternoon with us
at the synagogue and cemetery. sharing with us stories of the communi-
ty and recollections of my family. At the time, he was the keeper of the
key, and the synagogue and cemetery were definitely locked. It was
touching to hear the stories and to learn that what remains of the com-
munity is a Saskatchewan Heritage Site.

Just curious, since this article was posted over a year ago, whether there
is any further information or follow up regarding the synagogue and
community?
With thanks and appreciation, 
Michele Doctoroff, 
Calgary

LETTERS

Correction
We incorrectly gave the wrong photo credit for a picture taken at the

opening of the Henteleff Interpretive Centre. The photographer was Peter
Kisil.

“By its very definition, the law is a set of rules
applied objectively and consistently to similar
situations. If the law is applied selectively – as
is the case only in regard to Israeli settlement
in Judea and Samaria – then it is not a law

but rather the expression of an opinion under
the guise of legal pretexts, which opposes the

Jewish people’s return to Zion.”



Dr. Lorrie Kirshenbaum world leader in cardiovascular research
From a very young age,

Lorrie Kirshenbaum knew that
he wanted to devote his life to
science and research.  

Today, Kirshenbaum is a
world leader in cardiovascular
research whose team at the St.
Boniface Hospital Research
Centre is working on providing

better outcomes for both heart disease and cancer.    

KIrshebaum, who is the head of  Cardiac Gene
Biology, Institute of Cardiovascular Sciences at St.
Boniface Hospital Research; Director of Research
Development and  Professor of Physiology and
Pathophysiology, Max Rady College of Medicine Rady
Faculty of Health Sciences, University of Manitoba, is
head of a team at St. B that has  recently been awarded a
prestigious Canadian Institutes of Health Research grant
of $3.3 million over seven years.  That was the largest of
80 such grants awarded to the top Canadian Medical
Research Scientists across Canada (including three oth-
ers in Manitoba).

Over the course of his 20-plus year career,
Kirshenbaum and his team have attracted more than $20
million in research grants.  “The grants have paid for a
lot of specialized equipment, salaries and training for
young scientists,” Kirshenbaum says. 

For most of the last 20 years, Kirshenbaum and his
team have been focusing on understanding heart failure.
“We were the first lab to discover Bnip3, a gene that
“switches on” and programs heart cells to die during a
heart attack,” he says. 

Dr. Kirshenbaum and his colleagues have been engaged in research
aimed at finding ways to keep heart cells alive to prevent heart failure – and
preventing Bnip3, the death gene, from turning on in the first place. 

Five years ago,
Kirshenbaum’s lab
added cancer research
to their efforts as a
result of discovering
that Bnip3 also plays
a role in the propaga-
tion of cancer cells.
“We are searching for
ways to turn off Bnip3
in cases of heart
attack and turn on the
gene to slow or stop
the growth ofcancer
cells,” Kirshenbaum
says. 

One other aspect of
this cancer-heart dis-
ease link is the use of
the drug Doxorubicin
in chemotherapy.
One side effect of the
drug is that it can lead
to heart failure.
Kirshenbaum’s lab is
also doing research
into the prevention of
that side effect. 

Kirshenbaum and
his St. Boniface
Hospital colleagues
are also part of an
international effort to
study the effects of
stem cells in regener-
ating damaged car-
diac muscles (as well
as a slew of other
medical conditions).
In a report he wrote
with colleagues Dr.

Rimpy Dhingra and Victoria Margulets,
the researchers point out that stem cells
differ from any other cells in the body in
that they can continue to replicate them-
selves and can be reprogrammed into
many different kinds of cells within the
body. 

Whereas stem cell research used to be
controversial in that the stem cells were
being taken from fetuses, that is no
longer the case. 

Today, stem cells are harvested from
the patient, re-engineered in the lab and
re-introduced into the patient in the area
where they are intended to do their
work, e.g., a damaged heart. 

Kirshenbaum notes that Vicky
Margulets is in charge of the cell culture
program in his lab.  She was doing
research at the Technion before coming
to the St. Boniface lab seven years ago.
Originally from Kiev (where she
received her training), she lived in Israel
for 20 years. 

“We do a lot of collaborative work
with Israeli researchers,” Kirshenbaum
says.  “There is a lot of great research
coming out of Israel.  We have also
trained several Israeli students.” 

Kirshenbaum is looking forward to a
new collaborative relationship that com-
munity leader Larry Vickar brokered

between the St. Boniface Hospital Albrechtsen Research and Ben-Gurion
University last spring.

“(Ben-Gurion University President) Rivka Carmi visited here in early
September and we are going to Beersheva in January,” Kirshenbaum says.
“We are going to meet her team and set up an ongoing collaborative pro-
gram.  We are looking forward to student and scientific exchanges and
learning from each other.  We are anticipating that the developments from
our free flowing exchange of ideas and research will have a global impact.”
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Myron Love

AROUND TOWN

By

MYRON LOVE

Doctors LORRIE KIRSHENBAUM and 
VICKY MARGULETS
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Let us cater your home or office parties...
Sample trays (meat or dairy):

• Canneloni • Manicotti
• Pasta al Forno • Gnocchi
• Tortellini (with tomato or cream sauce)
• Salads (Tossed, Italian, Paradise,   

Cheese, Feta or Caesar)
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"We do a lot of collaborative
work with Israeli researchers,"
Kirshenbaum says.  "There is a
lot of great research coming out
of Israel.  We have also trained

several Israeli students."
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Yiddish / Harry Warren

Itay Zutra the I.L. Peretz Folk School Yiddish Teaching Fellow,
University Of Manitoba.

English summary of Yiddish column
Solomon Birnbaum was a Yiddish linguist. Born in

Germany, he survived the war in London before moving to
Toronto. He was both a Yiddishist and an orthodox Jew. In
1979 he published a textbook “Yiddish: A Survey and A
Grammar”, introducing English speaking students to the
treasures of spoken Yiddish. University of Toronto just pub-
lished a second edition of this book with scholarly introduc-
tions. It is a wonderful book for any lover of Yiddish. 

This column is funded by the I.L. Peretz Folk School Endowment
Trust at the Jewish Foundation Of Manitoba.

We are seniors

“Sully” is worth watching

My readers, should
know by now that I am
not a fan of the type of
movie that Holly-
wood typically turns
out these days. 

But, when I find an
exception, I like to
share it with you. One
such exception would
be the recent movie,
“Sully”. 

It’s about a U.S.
Airways pilot,  Captain Chesley “Sully” Sullenberge,r who
performed a miracle, on January 15th, 2009.

It occurred shortly after takeoff from New York with a twin
engine Jet Airbus A320. A flock of birds entered both engines
simultaneously rendering them without power! The pilot and
co-pilot had to make an instant decision to try to save the 150
passengers and 5 crew members. The A320 is not a Glider!

They were directed to abort to two nearby airports immedi-
ately. Sully decided there wasn’t enough time to reach either
one of these airports without a certain crash with a total loss
of life. He chose instead to bring the aircraft to a landing on
the Hudson River!! That’s exactly what he accomplished by
doing a belly landing with this huge aircraft in the heart of
New York, in the middle of winter without any fatalities!! The
newspapers picked it up immediately and called it “The
Miracle on the Hudson.”

The movie goes into detail with Sully and his co-pilot being
investigated by the A.T.S.B. (Air Transport Safety Board) as
to why they didn’t attempt to land at either one of the desig-
nated  airports where he had been told to go. It’s a great movie
,directed by veteran director Clint Eastwood, and with Tom
Hanks playing the part of “Sully”

In addition there are still some older 5 star movies that are
worth a first or second look! I would recommend “The Devil
Wears Prada” for you ladies that are interested in ladies fash-
ions. It stars Meryl Streep as the head of a ladies fashion mag-
azine in New York. She is a hard taskmaster, who is looking
for a new assistant. Ann Hathaway applies for the job, which
is highly demanding.

She has to remain on her toes 24/7 to meet the demands of
her new employer! Along the way she is introduced to the
ladies fashion world!! This includes a trip to Paris where she
meets the world’s top ladies fashion designers!

Another golden oldie I would recommend would be the
“Coal Miner’s Daughter”, starring Sissy Spacek and Tommy
Lee Jones. It’s the life story of country and western singer
Loretta Lynn. The music is great!!

Then there was the story of the first idiot who ran for a bus
but was unable to catch it! 

The second idiot asked the first idiot, “What happened?” i
The first Idiot replied “I ran after the bus all the way down-

town and saved 25 cents.” 
The Second Idiot said “why didn’t you run after a taxi, you

could have saved ten dollars.” 

By

HARRY WARREN
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Continued on next page.

Chesed Shel Emes
presidents carry on

longstanding traditions                                         

(l-r): MEL HORNSTEIN, HILLEL
KRAVETSKY, STUART PUDAVICK,
LORNE RABER

BY MYRON LOVE
Why would a Kohen, one

who is halachically prohib-
ited from contact with the
dead, become involved in,
much less become presi-
dent of the community
Chevra Kadisha, or burial
society?   For Kohanim
Stuart Pudavick (2014-pre-
sent), Mel Hornstein (2002-
2008) and founding President Abe Cohen(1930 -
1944), it’s all about maintaining traditional prac-
tices and values which enhance and support the
community. 

Chesed Shel Emes has been able to serve the
community seamlessly for the past 85-plus years,
mainly due to the fact that each generation of
leaders has worked to recruit and build the next
generation of leaders.  These men have shared a
commitment to maintaining both the unique
community- based nature of the Chesed,  and tra-
ditional Jewish rituals.   Past president Ike
Permut (1974-1996), worked closely with Dr.
Jack Cohen, founder Abe Cohen’s son. Permut,
in turn, recruited Hillel Kravetsky (1997-2001,
2009-2011) and Mel Hornstein. Mel’s father,
Gordon Hornstein, was also a board member for
many years. Kravetsky later recruited Pudavick,
who succeeded long serving board member
Lorne Raber (2011-2014).   Before Permut’s
term, father and son Sam and William Pitch
served consecutive terms (1951-1975).

“Although we have updated the infrastructure,
the chapel reflects the traditional elements and
atmosphere as it did when built in 1947”  said
Kravetsky, who has been a member of both the
board and the Chevra for more than 30
years.”The basic functions take place like clock-
work,” adds Mel Hornstein, who served  as both
treasurer and president over his many years as a
board member. “ There are other Jewish commu-
nities in North America which have a non profit
burial society, but we are unique in that we are
totally independent of any synagogue, cemetery
or outside funder, and we have representation of
the entire community both on the board and on
the Chevra. We serve a very specific function and
we do it with excellence”.

Ike Permut’s parents permitted the Chevra
Kadisha to use their home for Tahara, the ritual
of washing, purifying and dressing the  deceased.

IKE PERMUT
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A wagon would  bring the deceased to the
Permuts’ home where the Chevra Kadisha would
sit vigil with the deceased and perform the
“Tahara”. The funeral procession would begin
from the Permuts’ home.  

It was the late 1920s and  there were Jewish
travellers, individuals from rural areas without
family, and families without means to pay for a
Jewish burial. Abe Cohen and his group of vol-
unteers raised funds and created the political will
to build a Jewish mortuary where each individual
would receive the same care, and in which the
Chevra Kadisha could operate.  The original
constitution from 1930 outlines (in Yiddish) a
twofold mission: Chesed Shel Emes is to provide
a proper Jewish  burial for those without family
or means , and is to be a place of ritual prepara-
tion for burial. The Chesed was founded on the
values of community responsibility, caring for
the needy, equality, and adherence to traditional
practices, and those same values continue to res-
onate with and engage people today.

Ike Permut – now a hale and hearty 91 – intro-
duced several important changes after becoming
president in 1976.  Under his leadership, women
were invited to join what had always been an all-
male board.  There had long been a ladies’ auxil-
iary, he recalls, but its purpose had been solely to
raise money for the organization.

He also pushed to expand the board member-
ship to include representation from all the city’s
synagogues.  “We had had representation only
from the three synagogues that operated cemeter-
ies,” he says.

And, he brought in younger board members
Kravetsky and Hornstein.  Permut, Hornstein and
Kravetsky, all now honourary life members of
the board, worked together to establish a segre-
gated reserve fund for needed repairs and
upgrades to the building. 

One of  Permut’s final projects as president
was the hiring of  Rena Boroditsky as the organi-
zation’s first executive director, in 1996.
Boroditsky has become the indispensable ele-
ment in the Chesed’s operations and the public
face of the organization.

The board today has a complement of 26
members. That includes two members from each
of the community’s nine congregations and
members of the community at large.

“Our board is a perfect example of how a
democracy is supposed to operate,” Hornstein
says. ”We may not all agree on everything, but
we stand by our group decisions.”

Kravetsky adds that the board enjoys good
working relationships with all the other stake-
holder organizations in the community.

Looking ahead, Ike Permut suggests that
membership on the board should be opened up to
more members of the community to increase
community participation and awareness.   

The principal challenge facing the Chesed,
Hornstein notes, is our declining Jewish popula-
tion. And, not only is our Jewish population
shrinking, but also a growing number of people
are looking to cremation or burial with non-
Jewish spouses in other cemeteries.

Concludes current president Pudavick: ”As do
all Jewish organizations, we also face challenges.
The Chesed is an essential part of our communi-
ty, and the values on which it was founded are
relevant today, and will continue to be meaning-
ful in the future.”
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U.S. diplomatic missions in
Israel warn against visits to

Jerusalem
JERUSALEM (JTA) – American citizens

should avoid certain parts of Jerusalem because
of an increase in stabbing attacks in and around
the Old City, the U.S. diplomatic missions in
Israel said in a security warning. 

The message issued late Monday, September
19, by the U.S. Consulate in Jerusalem and the
U.S. Embassy in Tel Aviv said the “recent uptick
in stabbing attacks in and around the Old City of
Jerusalem has led the U.S. Consulate General to
recommend that all U.S. government employees
and their family members avoid the Damascus,
Herod’s, and Lions gates and the surrounding
vicinity.” 

The restriction may be lifted at the end of
October, which is when the Jewish holiday sea-
son ends, “based on the security environment at
that time,” the message said. 

It called on U.S. citizens to avoid areas where
there are a large number of police present, “as
this is often an indicator of an ongoing investiga-
tion, demonstration, or that an attack or an
attempted attack may have just occurred.” The
warning called on U.S. citizens to “exercise a
heightened sense of situational awareness at all
times and to monitor local news sources.” 

A series of attacks since the second  week in
September, including several in and around
Jerusalem, has left at least seven Palestinian
assailants dead and several Israeli soldiers and
civilians injured, some seriously. 

Netanyahu accuses critics of
US aid deal of ‘ingratitude’

JERUSALEM (JTA) – Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu attacked critics of the
country’s new $38 billion defense assistance pact
with the United States, saying they were showing
“ingratitude” to their greatest ally. 

“The support for Israel in the United States is
stronger than ever. It crosses political parties and
embraces the length and breadth of the United
States and it finds expression in this agreement,”
Netanyahu said. 

“I hear all kinds of background noise and dis-
information about the agreement. I would like to
make it clear: We were never offered more. We
were not offered more money, not even one dol-
lar, and we were never offered special technolo-
gies. These are distortions and fabrications of
interested parties; either they do not have the
facts or they are distorting the facts, and they are,
of course, showing ingratitude, and in my view
this is the saddest thing of all, ingratitude to our
greatest and best friend, the United States.” 

Netanyahu called the deal “the largest assis-
tance agreement that the United States has ever
provided to any country in its history.” 

Israel and the U.S. signed the 10-year memo-
randum of understanding on Sept. 14. The agree-
ment increased assistance for Israel over the deal
signed in 2007 under the George W. Bush admin-
istration, which guaranteed Israel $31 billion by
2017. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak said
Netanyahu cost Israel $4.5 billion in defense aid
because of his strained relations with Obama. 

Sen. Lindsey Graham, who oversees the U.S.
foreign aid budget, also stated that Israel made a
mistake by signing the agreement with the
Obama administration, saying that a new U.S.
president would have been more generous. 



Wednesday, September 28, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   11

Adelson to give $5 million toward
electing Trump, reportedly had

pledged $100 million
WA S H I N G TO N

(JTA) – Sheldon
Adelson reportedly
will contribute $5 mil-
lion toward electing
Donald Trump, a frac-
tion of the pledged
$100 million reported
earlier this year. 

CNN on September 19 quoted a source close
to the billionaire casino magnate and backer of
pro-Israel and Republican causes as saying that
he and his wife had earmarked $45 million for
this election cycle for GOP candidates: $20 mil-
lion each for U.S. Senate and House of
Representatives races, and $5 million for
Trump’s candidacy. 

In May, Adelson bucked a substantial number
of Republican Jews who opposed Trump, even
though by that time it was clear he would be the
party’s presidential nominee. Adelson endorsed
the pugnacious real estate magnate and reality
TV star and appealed to other top Republican
Jewish donors to follow suit. 

The New York Times reported at the time that
Adelson was prepared to spend up to $100 mil-
lion to elect Trump. It’s not known if Adelson
plans to give more ahead of the Nov. 8 election. 

Trump and Adelson have met several times
since then, and appeared to get along, posing for
a photo at the Republican National Convention
in Cleveland in July. 

However, Adelson also appears to have been
uneasy at times with Trump, in part for the rea-
sons many of his fellow Jewish Republicans
have been unhappy with the nominee. After a
meeting last month, it was reported that Adelson
had urged Trump to show greater “humility.” 

Trump since announcing his candidacy in the
summer of 2015 has launched broadsides against
Muslims and Mexicans, and made comments
considered offensive to women, blacks, Jews
and others. 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) –
“Transparent,” the comedy
series about a Jewish family
whose father comes out as trans-
gender, won Emmy Awards for
director Jill Soloway and lead
actor Jeffrey Tambor. 

The Emmys took a shine to
Jewish talent on Sunday in Los
Angeles on a night that Soloway
compared Republican presidential nominee
Donald Trump to Adolf Hitler in widely report-
ed remarks. 

Speaking to reporters backstage after winning
her award, Soloway said Trump is “the most
dangerous monster to ever approach our life-
time. He’s a complete dangerous monster and at
any moment that I have to call him out for being
an inheritor of Hitler I will.”

“Jews were other-ized in Nazi Germany to
gain political power for Hitler, and right now
Donald Trump is doing the same thing,” she
said. “He’s other-izing people. He calls women
pigs if they don’t look like beauty pageant con-

testants; he blames Muslims and
Mexicans for our problems; he makes
fun of disabled people. This is other-
izing with a capital ‘O.’” 

Other Jewish winners included the
Australian actor Ben Mendelsohn, the
descendent of an old Prussian Jewish
family on his father’s side, who gar-
nered the prize for supporting actor in

a drama for his role in “Bloodlines.” 
Hank Azaria won for guest actor in the drama

series “Ray Donovan.” 
David Benioff and Daniel B. Weiss were hon-

ored for outstanding writing for the “Game of
Thrones” episode “Battle of the Bastards.” 

Susanne Bier took top spot as director of “The
Night Manager” in the limited series, movie or
dramatic special category. 

Among the evening’s disappointments was a
strikeout for Amy Schumer, who had been nom-
inated for four acting and writing awards, and
the slighting of Larry David’s impression of
Bernie Sanders in “Saturday Night Live.” 

SHELDON 
ADELSON

JILL SOLOWAY

Jill Soloway of ‘Transparent’ wins Emmy for
directing, compares Trump to Hitler



Foundation and Canadian Associates of Ben
Gurion University, which also gives some perti-
nent information about the St. Boniface Hospital
Research Foundation and Ben-Gurion University:
“As leading research institutions, St. Boniface
Hospital and Ben-Gurion University of the Negev
have determined that knowledge is better served
when transferred and enhanced by collaboration.” 

“ ‘Our researchers are working towards the
same end goal – to change the face of health care
as we know it, and to overcome today’s most debilitating diseases and con-
ditions,’ said Dr. Grant Pierce. 

“Professor Rivka Carmi added ‘How thrilling to be part of this unique
scientific partnership. As our sages have said, ‘”his can be a light unto the
nations’”, meaning that this should be a shining example of cooperation
between two institutions - one whose roots are based in Catholicism and
the other in Judaism’.

“ ‘With a thriving and active Jewish community in Winnipeg, and a dis-
tinct link to our heritage at St. Boniface Hospital, we would like to bring
our communities together to support collaborative research initiatives, and
have identified several areas of commonality,’ said Chuck LaFlèche,
President & CEO, St. Boniface Hospital Foundation. Mark Mendelson,
CEO, Canadian Associates of Ben-Gurion University of the Negev added
‘I am pleased to be able to work with my new partner on this project, and
move forward in our fundraising endeavours.’

“The Research Without Borders fundraising campaign will officially
commence October 16th, 2016, with a fundraising goal of $10 million – the
funds will be divided between each institution and will focus on collabora-
tive research efforts that span across oceans.”

At the actual event Monday evening September 12, we learned more
about how this project came about. Dr. Carmi explained that no small debt
of gratitude is owed to Tova and Larry Vickar for bringing Dr. Grant Pierce

and Chuck Lafleche of St. Boniface Hospital on
a visit to Ben-Gurion University this past
spring. Dr. Carmi said, “I have to thank Larry
and Tova Vickar for orchestrating this whole
thing and for bringing Grant and Chuck to Ben-
Gurion University.”

Dr. Carmi went on to note that many repre-
sentatives of institutions of higher learning pass
through Ben-Gurion University, often with the
intent of creating collaborations between their
institutions and BGU.

“If I could show you how many M.O.U.’s
(Memorandum of Understanding) I have filed

away in drawers…” that never led to anything substantive being imple-
mented, Dr. Carmi said ruefully.

She went on to note: “We know that we are good but we know that we
don’t know everything…We (BGU and St. Boniface Hospital) are very
synergistic and complementary in many respects.”

Dr. Grant Pierce (who remarked that he had lived on a kibbutz for sever-
al months when he was younger) discussed three particular areas in which
the two institutions are especially likely to benefit from joint collaborations
: Cardiovsacular sciences (in which Winnipeg’s own Dr. Lorrie
Kirshenbaum is engaged in some leading edge research involving under-
standing the genetic basis for heart cells); food sciences – were BGU’s
“expertise in nutrition is world class”, Dr. Pierce observed, and where
researchers from St. B. will be able to assist researchers from BGU to bet-
ter understand “why their nutritional interventions work”; and “neurode-
generative research” – studying dementia and Alzheimer’s, where Dr.
Pierce predicted, “we are in for some exciting research discoveries.”

Dr. Pierce concluded his remarks by suggesting that the name of the joint
program between BGU and St. B. might very well be changed from
“Research without Borders” to “Research without Limits”.

In an upcoming issue we will have more about the joint venture between
BGU and St. B. and the fundraising that will commence in October with
the aim of funding the project.

Collaboration
Continued from page 1.
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research accomplishments at www.bengurion.ca
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Promoting Hebrew U in Canada
Canadian Friends of the Hebrew University’s Ottawa chapter 

welcomes Israeli newlyweds as community ambassadors
Winnipeg’s Jewish community is set to wel-

come a vibrant new addition: Sigal Kleynerman
and Shai Josopov have recently moved to the
city and are excited to take on the role of The
Hebrew University of Jerusalem Community
Ambassadors.

It’s fitting that the couple, who married this
past summer, met at The Hebrew University.
Both grew up in northern Israel, she in Karmiel
and he in Ma’a lot-Tarshiha. They came from
the country’s periphery to study at Hebrew U,
and met while working at the Rothberg
International School as social coordinators for
its preparatory programs and special courses.
The two have also worked in two major Israeli
ministries: Aliyah & Absorption, and Foreign
Affairs.

“We feel a real connection to The Hebrew
University,” says Sigal, 26, who has a BA in
English literature and political science and
recently completed her Master’s degree in man-
agement of nonprofit and community organiza-
tions. “It’s been a big part of our lives. It was there that we met, and where
we developed as adults and citizens. So it’s great for us to be able to pro-
mote The Hebrew University in Winnipeg.”

“We want the people of Winnipeg to feel and experience The Hebrew
University as personally as they can,” says Shai, 29, who has a BA in polit-
ical science and international relations, and recently completed his MA in
conflict management and resolution. “We want to show them the impact of
its research, not just in Israel, but globally.”

To that end, the couple is looking forward to planning a series of events
and activities to engage Winnipeggers with the university and Israel. 

That might mean bringing in Hebrew U profes-
sors for workshops and lectures, visiting and
working within the city’s Jewish and Hebrew-lan-
guage elementary and high schools, connecting
with Hebrew U alumni in the city, hosting a vari-
ety of events and smaller programs – like a cook-
ing and culture class – and spending time at the
city’s Jewish community centres, as well as insti-
tutions like The Museum for Human Rights.

The two jumped at the chance to come to
Winnipeg in particular. “We know how far back
the relationship goes between The Hebrew
University and Winnipeg and the impact that this
city has had on the university,” adds Shai. “It’s
established. We’re there to respect that relation-
ship and build on it.”

At a more personal level, the couple plan to
become actively involved in what Winnipeg’s
Jewish and wider communities have to offer:
attending synagogue services and community
events, and simply experiencing the city as a
whole.

“We are really excited – it’s a huge adventure for us. Even the first time
we go to the Superstore, that’s going to be an event,” laughs Sigal, who
plans to document their journey on social media. 

“If there’s an event you’d think we’d enjoy, please invite us! If you’d like
to go for coffee or to have us over for Friday-night dinner, we’d love to
come. We also look forward to welcoming community members into our
home. “This is a great new experience for us and we are excited to become
a part of your community. We would gladly welcome any help and advice
you have for us.”
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Shai Josopov and Sigal Kleynerman,
CFHU’s new Hebrew University of
Jerusalem Community Ambassadors in
Winnipeg.



B’nai Brith Mid-West Region to fund new human rights projects
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By MYRON LOVE
B’nai Brith Canada-Midwest Region has just

announced a new grant program. The goal of its
new Human Rights Initiative Grant Fund is to
spur Manitoba high school and university stu-
dents and others to create human rights projects
that will benefit Manitoba communities.

“We want to provide funding to people who
will develop and implement an action plan that
will deliver human rights programs for
Manitobans,” says Earl Barish, speaking on
behalf of B’nai Brith Canada-Midwest Region. 

“We don’t have any formal guidelines for the
project. We are looking for creativity and deliv-
ery of meaningful events. Perhaps the applicant
may want to establish and direct a round-table
group to talk about human rights... or take a
group to the Canadian Museum for Human
Rights, and discuss what they learned; advocate
for Israel on our university campuses; or set up
an essay contest on human rights for high school students with a public pre-
sentation of the winning essays. The possibilities are endless.”

The $50,000 fund, Barish notes, is money that had been set aside from
funds raised at B’nai Brith Canada-Midwest Region’s last two annual
fundraising dinners. “Our original idea was to establish a scholarship,”
Barish says, “but, since we aren’t planning on distributing the funds based
on academic results or student needs, a grant seemed to be the more appro-
priate designation for what we are doing.”

The grant program falls under the aegis of the B’nai Brith League for
Human Rights. A committee, chaired by David Greaves, has been estab-
lished to get the word out about the grant and decide  which applications
will be funded. Other committee members are: Cheryl Barish, Diandra
Etkin, Adriana Glikman, Alexis Prychitko and Alex Serebnitski.

Barish, who is not on the committee but will be the liaison for B’nai Brith

Canada, notes that the committee also includes
recent university graduates who know how grant
applications need to be set up and where all stu-
dents go to look for grants. The grants are also
available to non-students with project ideas.

“We’ve got people putting up posters at the uni-
versities and high schools, and at business as
well” Barish said. “The applications are online
(bnaibrith.ca/Winnipeg).”

He reports that no specific amount has been
determined for any one project, nor on the num-
ber of grants that may be distributed in a given
year.

And, he says, there are no plans at present to
increase the amount of money in the fund. “We
will be distributing the money in the fund, not the
interest,” he says. “We will take one step at a
time.”

The deadline for applying is the end of
February with the first grants expected to be presented in late spring.

“This grant program is unique,” Barish says. “Our National B’nai Brith
Canada office is very impressed and is considering rolling this out across
Canada.”

By BERNIE BELLAN
Justice Richard Wagner of Canada’s Supreme Court was in Winnipeg

Tuesday, September 13. While here, he met with representatives of the
legal community, students from the Faculty of Law at the University
of Manitoba, members of the French community, and members of the
Jewish community.

Justice Wagner, who is the son of former Quebec Liberal leader
Claude Wagner (and whose grandfather was Jewish, it turns out) had
also invited representatives of the Jewish media to attend when he met
with members of the Jewish community at the Asper Campus (much to
my bemusement). So I went. 

He didn’t really have much to say, other than he was glad to be here.
Honestly, I, like others who were there, were left scratching our heads
wondering what his visit was all about.

Still, Justice Wagner seemed like a very nice guy – also very good
looking. (Gee, I felt so old standing near him. You know you’re really
getting old when a justice of the Supreme Court looks years younger
than you!)

Anyway, I took a few pictures. I thought it would be nice to include
Josh Morry in the picture, as Josh was about to head off to Oxford
University in England, where he’ll be studying for his Master of Law
degree (after winning the Gold Medal in Law at the U of M this past
spring). While in England, Josh will be joining another Winnipegger,
Yale Michaels, who has also been at Oxford engaged in medical
research.

(l-r): Adam Levene, President, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg;
Elaine Goldstine, CEO, Jewish Federation of Winnipeg; Justice
Richard Wagner of the Supreme Court of Canada; Howard
Morry, father of Josh Morry (and a former president of the Jewish
Federation, among other things); and Josh Morry.

EARL BARISH, B’nai Brith Canada
Midwest Region spokesperson with wife
Cheryl, a member of the grant committee
funding new human rights projects.

Canadian Supreme Court Justice
meets with members of 

Jewish community 
(but we’re still not sure why)
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Gerry Posner The Rady JCC offers 
Minds in Motion

Here’s a real life story about the reality of dementia:
Winnipeg resident George has vascular dementia and when his wife

Lucy talks about him, she’s happy to share with people what he can do.
While symptoms of the disease have impacted  their life, both Lucy
and George are positive and look for ways to keep themselves involved
and active. That’s why they participate in the Minds in Motion® pro-
gram, now being offered at the Rady JCC starting Thursday, Oct. 13,
2016.

“The great thing about Minds in Motion® is that George and I can
participate together,” says Lucy. “We were starting to feel isolated
because activities we can do as a couple are few and far between. ”The
physical activity segments of the program are helping to keep the cou-
ple in shape and both Lucy and George love the musical activities that
involve drumming and singing. “Music is important – it gives you a
boost,” say George, who has had a love of music throughout his life.

Their story gives hope to couples in similar situations and they cred-
it Minds in Motion® 

It’s a weekly 2 –hour program (total of 8 weeks) that combines phys-
ical activity, socialization and mental stimulation for those with early,
to mid-stage Alzheimer’s disease or other dementias.

It’s a difficult subject to talk about, but the Minds in Motion® pro-
gram sharpens mental functioning, increases confidence in physical
and social activities and improves balance, mobility, flexibility and
alertness. Plus, it provides a warm welcoming atmosphere and a social
group setting.

Lucy and George’s story continues as the couple feels a genuine con-
nection with others during the sessions. They also get together with
their fellow participants afterwards for coffee or lunch. “There are all
sorts of dimensions to Minds in Motion® that we just didn’t expect
and we think it’s amazing,” says Lucy. “The leaders are kind and make
things enjoyable, and the volunteers are fantastic. ”Best of all, George
can do it all, just like anybody else. He’s excited about signing up for
the next session.

To register call the Rady JCC at (204) 477-7510.

The return of the native

When Thomas
Hardy wrote his
famous novel, The
Return of the Native,
it’s unlikely he had
Shelley (Tessler)
Robertson in mind. 

In fact, Hardy died
15 years before Shelley
was born. Still, the title
of his famous novel certainly applies to Shelley, who has returned to her
native Winnipeg after a 48-year absence. In moving from Toronto back
to Winnipeg, Shelley’s a top contender for the Bernie Bellan award pre-
sented to the person who does the most to help reverse the trend of mov-
ing away from Winnipeg.

The major reason for Shelley to move back to Winnipeg with her hus-
band, Peter, was not complicated: family. Yet, they gave up much in
Toronto. They left two children and their spouses, five grandchildren and
even three great-grandchildren, as well as close cousins and a wide net-
work of dear friends, many of them also former Winnipeggers. To leave
all of that behind meant the pull to Winnipeg was strong. 

But, as Shelley put it, and put it well: “I began to long for the comfort
of being in the bosom of my family as we grew older. And Peter – no
lover of mosquitoes, sandy beaches or bitter winters – began to think it
was the Tesslers’ turn. Our Robertson family had had us near them for
nearly 40 years; now it was time for the Tesslers.”

The family that Shelley was thrilled to join were two younger sisters,
Debby Davis and Susan Tessler, and their families. Moreover, she and
Peter were welcomed royally by old friends Myra and Arnold Frieman,
Faye Hellner, and Belva and Jack London, just to name a few of the
Winnipeggers who have eased the transition. 

Notably missing is Shelley’s mother, Esther Tessler Breslaw, who died
two years ago at 93. Shelley is painfully aware that had her move
occurred earlier, she could have been with her mother in her final years.
Shelley sums it up with a laugh when she says her conscience every day
hears her mother’s voice asking, “Now, you’re moving to Winnipeg?”

Though family was the essential reason for the Robertsons’ move, other
factors were also at play. That Winnipeg is a much more manageable city
to live in and in many ways less expensive than Toronto also were strong
incentives to return to the Manitoba capital. 

The diverse culture of Winnipeg – with theatre, dance, music, museums
and galleries – and the ability to access them easily all added up to a
major plus. And not to be forgotten was the family cottage at Gimli,
where Shelley’s family had been ensconced since before her father, the
late Joey Tessler, was born and where Shelley spent every summer grow-
ing up.

After a career in journalism – first as a reporter and editor, then as a
journalism teacher – Shelley in her “retirement” is continuing to work as
a freelance editor and to teach part-time in an innovative and exciting
new program, the Fellowships in Global Journalism being offered
through the Munk School of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto.
A bonus for Shelley is that she gets to continue with that job, thanks to
the wonders of long-distance education. 

Now, that’s not a bad deal, when you can live in Winnipeg and still
work in Toronto without having to commute every day. Have computer
will travel – this time to Winnipeg.

Shelley and Peter do have to get used to condominium life, just one of
the many differences in their new life. New doctors, an earlier winter,
higher pharmaceutical costs, lower gas prices, and easier parking are but
small parts of the new experience facing this couple, who met in the
Toronto Star newsroom, where they worked for almost 20 years before
embarking together as teachers in the journalism program at Ryerson
University, where they spent another 17 years. 

The move to Winnipeg was a challenge of a very high order, both phys-
ically and emotionally. Shelley sums it up well when she quotes the late
Bette Davis: “Old age ain’t no place for sissies.” But one can be sure of
this: Winnipeg will welcome the former Shelley Tessler back with open
arms.

By

GERRY POSNER

Former Winnipegger Shelley (Tessler)
Robertson, with husband Peter

The couple has recently moved to
Winnipeg. For Shelley, it was a return
home after a 48-year absence.



“Where do I
begin?” she
asked herself.

That reac-
tion was a typical first stage of the immigrant
experience, Dreman explained. Subsequent
stages followed a pattern: Following that initial
helplessness, the next stage was “minimizing
the impact” of being in a new country, i.e. “It
isn’t so bad.”

But, the idea that things are improving was
almost always followed by what Dreman
described as “the pit” as when immigrants find
“there’s no work!”

The next stage involves “letting go of the
past…I must cope with what I have,” followed
by “testing the limits”, and finally an “integration of the vision”. 

The workshops were subdivided into smaller groups of five students, so
that the students could really come to know one another. Dreman noted that
there were similar group dynamics in each of the workshops. Both groups
had “misperceptions” of one another. “The Russians had low opinions of
the Israelis as less cultured,” for instance. “As the weeks passed,” howev-
er, Dreman noted that those “perceptions changed.”

What were the overall results of the workshops? Dreman admitted that “I
can’t say that lifelong relationships were established” but, at the beginning
of each workshop, each student was asked this question: “Would you date
a Russian or an Israeli?“ (depending on from which group you came).

“The answer at the beginning of each workshop was that none of the
members of either group indicated they would date a member of the other
group”, Dreman observed. “At the end of the workshop” the majority of
students said “they had made real friends”.

What were the implications for the absorption of immigrant and refugee
populations?

Dreman suggested the following:: “They meet in a non competitive and
mutual setting which promotes an evolving culture”; “the process should
be interactive and cooperative, not a teaching situation”; “there was a
recognition by the host group” i.e. the sabras “and the immigrant popula-

tion of the other”, that led to an “evolving iden-
tity”.

Further, and this is something that has
become widely accepted in Canada and other
Western nations, Dreman noted, it is absolutely
imperative that “awareness (by both immigrant
groups and host groups one of the other) should
be introduced at the school level.”

Yet, Dreman cautioned that the immigrant
experience in Israel is somewhat different from
that in other Western nations. Israel is generally
an “immigrant friendly society” -  he suggested,
which renders the comparison with other coun-
tries more problematic - not to mention the fact
that all the participants in the workshops had

the common denominator of being Jewish.

There is one other point which Dreman brought up that is definitely
worth emphasizing: “We have to distinguish between immigrant and
refugee populations. Our workshops would have been conducive with
groups wanting to integrate” that had arrived in Israel as a result of choos-
ing to leave their former homes, not because they were forced to leave.

Having said all that, Dreman admitted that very little of the work in
which he had been engaged attempting to analyze what works best in inte-
grating immigrants into a new society has any relevance to the problem of
alienated youths who are now living in Western countries.

Dreman did note that, beyond his work with Russian speaking students,
he did extend his interest in helping immigrant populations to integrate into
Israeli society to Ethiopian students as well. The problems that Ethiopian
immigrants encountered, however, were of a completely different nature
than what the Russians-speaking immigrants encountered. While
Ethiopians were integrating, he said ruefully, “unfortunately, black is
black,” and the Ethiopians didn’t have the benefit of “protekzia” (nepotism
or favouritism). 

“You know what a ‘WASP” is in Israel?” Dreman asked the audience.
“White, Ashkenazie, Sabra, and Protekzia”, he answered.

During the question and answer session I suggested to Dreman that he
was standing in a building (the Asper Campus) that was itself a model of
integration of newcomers into a larger group.

Dreman agreed, but when confronted by one questioner who insisted that
the key to integration of all Israelis into a society with common values and
aspirations is the adoption of “Torah values”, Dreman demurred, arguing
that “We’re Jews because we have a set of ‘liberal’ values. Torah is part of
that,” he said, but for many Israelis “it’s a mitzvah to kill a goy.” Dreman
went on to castigate the  extreme ultraorthodox in Israel.

Yolanda Papini-Pollock, the driving force behind Winnipeg Friends of
Israel, and an Israeli herself, who said she had experienced discrimination
in that country as a result of her own background, suggested that Canada
has been very successful in integrating newcomers into society.  “Canada
is a fruit salad,” she observed. “You’re encouraged to keep your identity”
here; “there’s an importance placed on the recognition of the culture you
come from.”

Papini-Pollock went on to note that many new immigrants to Israel, espe-
cially Russian speaking ones, don’t even bother to learn Hebrew. They
watch Russian language TV and engage only with other Russian speakers.

Dreman admitted that was the case, but he also suggested that there is a
clear hierarchy in Israel when it comes to newcomers being accepted into
Israeli society. “Someone who came from an Arabic-speaking country isn’t
going to speak Arabic in Israel; the same with someone from Poland. But
I spoke English – it’s a ‘prestige’ language in Israel, and I could get away
with speaking English.”

Despite Israel’s many problems, however, Dreman concluded by saying
“I’m optimistic that Israelis are smart enough to do the job and eventually
we’ll have a melting pot.”

Solly Dreman
Continued from page 2.
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Arrest made in Montreal assault of Canadian
Jewish Defense League leader

MONTREAL (JTA) – Police arrested and charged a suspect in the
assault of a Canadian Jewish Defense League leader in Montreal. 

The alleged assailant was charged last week with assault in the August
incident, the Canadian Jewish News reported Friday. The name will not
be revealed until an upcoming court appearance, in accordance with
Canadian law. 

JDL director Meir Weinstein of Toronto and a small entourage were at
the controversial World Social Forum on Aug. 10 to protest its perceived
pro-BDS and anti-Israel content when they were confronted near a forum
venue, according to the Canadian Jewish News. 

Weinstein alleged that he was “punched in the face” by someone known
to be associated with local pro-BDS activities. The incident was later
posted on YouTube. 

He said he would use the arrest “to do as much damage as we can to
BDS in Quebec.” 

A Ben-Gurion University student workshop
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I’m just letting the memories of Abe Yanofsky live again
On occasion, I have been known to fre-

quent the Garden City mall in West Kildonan
and, regardless of my rationale for being
there, I am more often than not drawn
towards a group of Filipino males - never
females - who are indulging themselves in a
game of chess.

It’s not at all  unusual that the Filipino
gents are generally playing there, because
the north end is home to a subtantial portion

of our Filipino community. Nor have I ever observed a single female
participating in the sport. (Yes it is deemed by many to be a sporting
activity.)

It’s not a standard chess board in that the chess pieces are somewhat
large and tall and the squares are painted on the mall floor. A sign on
an iron pole identifies the origin of the highly popular game, which has
two benches on either side for spectators who appear entertained and
as focused as university students studying for their fourth-year finals.

As for the aforementioned sign it reads: “ The game is provided for
the pleasure of GC shopping centre patrons in honour of the late
DANIEL ABRAHAM (ABE) YANOFSKY who was Canada’s first
chess Grandmaster and former mayor of West Kildonan” (not to mention a
prominent Winnipeg lawyer and city councillor).

Players obviously take their games seriously. Proof of that assumption is
that the sign goes on to inform: “Disputes must be settled in a civil manner.
Gambling is not permitted. Unruly behaviour will not be tolerated. . Verbal
or physical altercations may result in permanent eviction.”

What is there about the site that attracts me time-and-again when I had
never ever played chess? You see, during my fond youth, when I wasn’t
working in our grocery store, table games consisted of ping pong, checkers,
monopoly, plus snakes and ladders. Decades later, when I became a sports
reporter, I enjoyed the rare privilege of conducting an interview with the
Grandmaster himself, who passed away in 2000 at age 74.

I visited the Yanofsky home in WK and was a bit uneasy that I was going
to interact with an individual who was known by millions throughout the
world and here I was totally unschooled on the subject. No background -
period!

Except, that is, for my being a fan of the old TV series, “Have Gun Will
Travel”….which was the inscription on the card of a man starring actor
Richard Boone, who played the role of a refined gunslinger named Paladin.
Paladin could play chess at an astonishing leve,l as was illustrated by his
often taking on multiple opponents simultaneously. It was a routine the
avenger practiced in order for him to relax before mounting his steed and
then riding off wherever it was necessary to restore justice in the land.  And
yes, Yanofsky too would often demonstrate such finesse on Winnipeg TV
newscasts, except that he didn’t use a horse or a pair of Colt 45s.

The interview went generally well in spite of my limited knowledge of the
game, primarily due to a patient and amiable Mr.Yanofsky who, if I recall
correctly, was no longer an active competitor in the game he grew up with.   

This past August, I noticed on the sports pages of the Winnipeg Free Press
that the 14th Annual Abe Yanofsky Memorial Chess Tournament, named in
his honour was to be held at the University of Winnipeg.

In the same issue my eye caught the name of another former well-known
Winnipegger, JOE DREMAN, a one-time president of the Glendale Golf and
Country club who passed away in 1990, and for whom a similar memorial
chess tournament was also being held this summer at the U of W. He had
been a repeated winner of the Manitoba Chess Championship. He, too, like
Abe, was a strong supporter of the development of young players of the
game, in general.

Yanofsky was born in 1925 in Brody, Poland (now western Ukraine) and
at eight months of age travelled to Canada, where he learned to play chess
at only eight years of age. All of his achievements are too numerous to men-
tion;  however here in no particular order are several highlights:

He won his first Manitoba Provincial Championship in Winnipeg at age
12, captured his first Canadian title at 16 - something he did seven more
times between 1941 and 1965, which is a Canadian record shared with
somone named Maurice Fox. Abe also won the British championship in
1953 and his performance at the Tel Aviv 1964 Olympiad earned him his
second grandmaster title .

In 1946, at age 21, Yanofsky entered the first top-class post-war tourna-
ment, at Groningen and defeated Soviet champion and tournament winner
Mikhail Botvinnik, winning the Brilliancy prize. Of course, many other
achievements abroad in Europe are well know to chess afficionados.

POST PATTER:
A hearty mazel Tov to MATTHEW LEIBL, who has been hired as a rab-

binic intern by Congregation Shaarey Zedek. Not that he has ever required
my validation, but he made a significantly wise decision when he left his
vocation as a popular radio sports show host with 1290 TSN  to begin his
rabbinic ordination trainin.. He was a top notch personality in the world of
sports and is as knowledgeable in that field as anyone who has been around
in the occupation for decades.

Many in and out of the Jewish community were saddened by the sudden

passing of  JERRY MASLOWSKY who, I can
vouch, was much revered in the business of
sports - especially in the Bombers’ camp by
coaches, players, and fellow office folks. He
was a conscientious, pleasant, and diligent
employee who was always prepared to lend a
helping hand. I called him my facilitator. He
consistently made my sports job easier.

I will miss his presence in the community.
Condolences to his entire family.

Two of the 30 players nominated for their
respective major league baseball teams for the
2016 Roberto Clemente Award are Jewish:
Toronto Blue Jays’ KEVIN PILLAR and
RYAN BRAUN of the Milwaukee Brewers.
The award recognizes the player who best rep-
resents the game of baseball through sports-
manship and the community, both on and off
the field. Old time baseball aficionados will
best remember  Pittsburgh Pirates’ star Roberto
Clemente, who died tragically in the crash of an

airplane  carrying relief supplies to the victims of an earthquake in
Nicaragua on January 2, 1973.  He was only the 11th man in baseball histo-
ry to get 3,000 hits, with a lifetime batting average .317.

Clemente, who was 38 years old, won the National League batting cham-
pionship four times in his 18-season career, was named to the All-Star team
12 times and, in 1966, was named the league’s Most Valuable Player.
Clemente was also one of the finest defensive outfieldersin baseball, with a
very strong throwing arm. He led the Pirates to two world championships -
in 1960 and 1971. In addition, he was a 12-time all star, and gold glove win-
ner,

The writer, a Jewish Winnipegger, is a former school teacher, and covers
football and hockey for Canadian Press and Broadcast News.

Keep in touch with Sporting Touch. Send news about Jewish sports to
Harvey Rosen, 360 Scotia Street, Winnipeg, Man., R2V 1W7, e-mail:
harv360@shaw.ca

THE SPORTING TOUCH

By

HARVEY ROSEN

The late Abe Yanofsky,
chess grandmaster and
eight-time Canadian cham-
pion

Local swimmer Sydney Swick Hnatuk chosen to
join Canadian team at next year’s 

Macabbiah Games in Israel

By BERNIE BELLAN
In July 2015 Harvey Rosen reported upon

the considerable achievements of then-13-
year old Sydnety Swick Hnatuk, who is the
daughter of Marty Hnatuk and Candace
Swick, also the granddaughter of Maxine
and Harold Swick.

As Harvey wrote last year, “Sydney is not
an overnight success, as mom pointed out.
She completed her life-saving credit at age
nine, but she needed something else. Her
swim teacher told her about competitive
swimming and here we are today.’  

“ ‘My daughter swims for the Manitoba Marlins and she attends
Grant Park High School where she will be going into Grade 8 in the
fall,’ said Candace Swick.

" ‘We found out the Winnipeg Rady JCC did not have a team; so we
sent an email out to the main office in the USA. They (in turn) sent
Sydney's information out to Calgary, Edmonton, and Vancouver. We
received emails from all three JCC's and Kyle, the primary person in
Vancouver, offered us (to join) the largest group of teens there.’

" ‘However, (as it turned out) there are no other swimmers on his
team; so he had Sydney hook up with their sister US-JCC (entry) as
they have a swim team. So Sydney will be part of the Pittsburgh team,
but representing Canada and the Manitoba Marlins Swim Club.’ at the
Ft. Lauderdale Maccabi Games. “

We received a follow-up from Harold Swick about his graddaugh-
ter’s latest achievements: “This year, summer  2016, Sydney was once
again asked to join the Vancouver JCC contingent. This worked out
really well, as she was in a swim meet prior to going down to
Stamford, Connecticut (to compete in Maccabi Games there. It should
be noted that three different cities in the U.S. hold Maccabi Games
each summer. This year a group from the Rady JCC participated in
Games which were held in Columbus, Ohio. Harvey reported on that
team’s success in our August 17 issue.)

Harold Swick went on to write: “There were old and new friends
competing from many of the same countries in Stamford. We are
extremely proud to report that Sydney won medals in all the events she
entered. In all - eleven medals, (six gold, five silver)!!

“As of this past week she is officially accepted to swim for Canada
at the Maccabbia Games in Israel.”

Sydney Swick Hnatuk
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JERRY MASLOWSKY
On September 4, 2016,

days after a cancer diag-
nosis, Jerry Maslowsky
passed away at the Health
Sciences Centre.

He is survived and will
be lovingly remembered
by his wife of nearly 31
years, Chris; daughters
Kaylee (Jared) and Tara;
son Bobby; mother
Evelyn; brother Kenny;
sister Debbie (Arthur);

niece Sarah; father and mother-in-law Walter and
Elaine Turek; grand-puppy Rue, as well as countless
relatives, close friends and colleagues. He was prede-
ceased by his sister Barbara, and his father Sam.

A private graveside service was held at the Shaarey
Zedek Cemetery. The family wishes to personally thank
pallbearers Neil Baker, Jeffrey Bannon, Dr. Harvey
Max Chochinov, Sam Katz, Marshall Kneller, and Dr.
Hillel Sommer. Honorary graveside pallbearer was
Jerry’s son Bobby. An overwhelming Celebration of
Life was held at the Winnipeg Convention Centre that
drew well over 1,000 people; a true testament to the type
of person Jerry was. The family also wishes to thank all
those involved in making this celebration happen.

Jerry was born in 1957 in Winnipeg. He attended I.L.
Peretz Folk School, Jefferson Junior High and Garden
City Collegiate where he could be found performing,
directing and choreographing all the school musicals.

Jerry’s performance resume was extensive. He starred
in numerous Rainbow Stage productions, was a featured
singer and dancer with the Sarah Sommer Chai Folk
Ensemble, and performed in over 100 shows at the
Hollow Mug Dinner Theatre. Jerry and his three child-
hood friends also started the band “Special Blend” which
became the number one choice for bar mitzvahs and
weddings across Winnipeg. In the early 1990s, Jerry and
his sister Debbie co-wrote and co-hosted a three-part
television special “Wish Upon A Star” for CKY TV.
Jerry’s passion for performing continued throughout his
professional business career and he was regularly asked
to perform at various events and concerts around the city.
Music always remained close to his heart.

Jerry was also a highly regarded business profes-
sional, involved for over 30 years in many facets of
high-level sales, marketing and communications posi-
tions in Winnipeg. He also produced award-winning
creative bodies of work that included TV, radio and
multimedia.

He began his career as advertising manager with the
Jewish Post. He built sales and marketing strategies for
CKND TV, CJOB Radio and helped launch the Power
97 radio station. While at CJOB he worked closely on
developing sales and marketing programs in conjunc-
tion with the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, Manitoba
Moose, Winnipeg Goldeyes and the Winnipeg Jets
where he was responsible for developing and imple-
menting the “Save the Jets” Campaign in 1996. Known
for his tireless work ethic, Jerry went on to a successful
tenure as Vice-President of Marketing for the 1999 Pan
American Games, one of the most successful games to
date, thanks in part to his efforts.

After volunteering his time following the Pan Am
Games, Jerry was hired in 2000 and spent the majority
of his career as Vice President of Sales and Marketing
with the Winnipeg Football Club. Jerry was a life-long
Blue Bomber fan and had the opportunity to work his
dream job for 15 seasons. He was committed to his
team and regularly went above and beyond to help
players, office staff, coaches, and fans. During his
tenure with the Winnipeg Football Club he made life-
long friends and kept in close contact with former
coaches, colleagues and players.

Jerry was a life-long dedicated sports fan, supporting
all our local teams as well as the Toronto Maple Leafs
and the Minnesota Vikings.

Jerry’s passion for helping others and giving back to
the community resulted in him accepting his most
recent position as the CEO of Variety, the Children’s
Charity of Manitoba. Jerry formed many special bonds
with a number of Variety kids and families and imple-
mented numerous fundraising initiatives; eventually
breaking the record for the total amount of fundraising
dollars raised in one year.

Jerry’s warm heart and selflessness extended beyond
the office. He was a wonderful husband, father, son and
brother, and always put his family’s needs before his
own. His love and his guidance will never be forgotten.

Jerry was truly one-of-a-kind, inspiring hope, en-
riching lives and giving back to the community. If each
one of us exhibited a small portion of Jerry’s qualities,
the world would truly be a better place. His passing is
a tremendous and inconsolable loss to us all.

The media refer to Jerry’s battle with cancer, when in
fact, Jerry wasn’t given the opportunity to fight. Back
pain forced Jerry to take a medical leave from work in
May. After countless visits to various doctors and
specialists and seeking and undergoing many tests and
treatments, no doctor could figure out what was caus-
ing the pain. In late August, Jerry saw Dr. Hillel
Sommer, a family friend, who was the first physician to
further investigate the cause of the pain. The family
wants to thank Dr. Hillel Sommer, Dr. Simon Trepel
and Dr. Harvey Max Chochinov for their assistance
navigating the healthcare system and trying to get Jerry
the treatment he needed.

There are many other special friends and colleagues,
too numerous to mention, that the family wishes to
thank for all their support and effort shown to us during
this very difficult time.

Jerry’s family plans to carry forward Jerry’s life-
long passion of giving back to the community and to
those in need. Variety, the Children’s Charity of Mani-
toba and Never Alone Foundation are two charities that
are very close to the Maslowsky’s hearts.

Donations in Jerry’s name may be made to Variety,
the Children’s Charity of Manitoba, Never Alone Foun-
dation, or a charity of one’s choice.

Jerry/Dad, we love you, we miss you and we are so
very proud of the person you are to us, and your role in
shaping us. We promise to try our hardest to follow in
your footsteps and work toward making a difference in
this world.

SAM REINER
Sam was born August 21, 1963 in Winnipeg and

passed away August 24, 2016 in Calgary at the age of 53
years. He is survived by his mother, Lorraine Reiner;
and sisters and brothers-in-law, Marlaina and Hillel
Sommer and Sue and Wil Scheiring as well as nieces
and nephew, Sarah, Jordana and Micah Sommer. Sam is
predeceased by his father Barry Reiner, grandmother,
Vera Reiner and nieces June and Beth Scheiring.

Sam was educated in Winnipeg at Talmud Torah,
Jefferson Junior High and graduated at Garden City
Collegiate. He also attended Tech Voc where he studied
broadcasting. Sam was chosen to be part of the technical
crew to record the visit of the Queen and the Duke of
Edinburgh in Winnipeg in 1984.

Sam moved to Calgary in early 1990 and remained
there until his death. Throughout his life, Sam endured
multiple medical issues. In the last several years of his
life he developed diabetes, kidney failure and heart
disease.

Sam was intelligent and cared for others. He was a
deep thinker and had an intrinsic need to seek justice and
fairness. He was his own best advocate.

Sam had a small network of friends who maintained
regular communication with him for many years. He
enjoyed playing bridge and other card games and in his
younger years enjoyed participating in Calgary’s water
polo swim club. While growing up, Sam gave of himself
to others in his volunteer work with Shinerama in
support of Cystic Fibrosis. He also volunteered at Videon
Cable.

Sam had a sharp mind and a keen interest in comput-
ers. In Calgary, he operated his own computer consult-
ing company for a few years. Later he spent time
working as a bus driver until his vision began to fail due
to complications of Diabetes.

Throughout his life, Sam maintained a special bond
with his paternal aunt, Linda Fudge. Sam continually
reached out to her, confiding in her and looking to her
for understanding.

The family would like to thank one of Sam’s closest
friends, Odile Peloquin, for her genuine care and gener-
osity towards Sam. Her loyalty and companionship
made a difference to his life. We would also like to thank
those other friends of Sam who have reached out to the
family since Sam’s sudden death. Arlene, Matthew and
Howard, the time and care you devoted to Sam are truly
valued and appreciated by the family. Thank you to the
Jewish Child and Family Service of Calgary for their
support of Sam over the years as well to his Calgary
medical team.

Funeral services were held graveside at Shaarey Zedek
cemetery on Tuesday, September 13, 2016. Pallbearers
were Hillel and Micah Sommer, Wil Scheiring, Cal
Reich, Brian Rosenberg and Sean Smith.

RUBIN MAYER
July 04, 1929 – August 20, 2016

Suddenly with family
by his side, Rubin passed
away at the Seven Oaks
Hospital at the age of 87,
after suffering with
C.O.P.D and Dementia
for many years. Rubin is
survived by his beloved
wife of 66 years, Clara,
children Faye Kozuska,
Norman (Debra), Sam,
grandchildren Rachel,
David (Mia), Matthew,
Jesse (Katrina), Seth,
Marlee, Danelle and
grea t -grandchi ld ren
Terek, Calista and Oliver,

as well as many nieces and nephews. He was prede-
ceased by his parents, Max and Rachelle and his sisters,
Sara and Hannah, and son-in-law Garry Kozuska.

Rubin was born in Romania (Orea) and survived the
Holocaust, arriving in the new state of Israel in time to
defend his kibbutz and join the Haganah. He fought in
both the War of Independence and the Suez-Sinai
Campaign. Rubin met his wife Clara in Israel and
married there before immigrating to Canada in 1960. In
Canada Rubin worked hard to support his family in a
number of occupations including as a bus driver for
Metro Transit, owning and operating the Hilton Restau-
rant, Rubin’s Deli, and the restaurant at the YMHA.
Rubin also did volunteer work for the Rainbow Society,
cheering up sick children at the hospitals. Rubin was
full of life and loved dancing, fishing, painting and
sculpting. The family appreciates the support provided
to Rubin by his caregivers: JCFS, Dr. S. Choy and
Mohammad Kamara.

The funeral was held August 23rd, 2016 at the Etz
Chayim synagogue with interment at the Bnay Abraham
cemetery. His grandchildren honoured him by serving
as his pallbearers.

Card of  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  ThanksCard o f  Thanks
The family of

NOREEN PETERS

wishes to thank you
for your thoughts and

heartfelt expression of sympathy
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MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF
SEPT.  28

Unveiling

The family of the late

DAVID GELLER
wishes to inform their

relatives and friends of the
unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to his
loving memory on

Sunday, October 9, 2016
at 11:00 a.m.

at the
Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Area 2, Section K,
Row 34, Plot 4

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

JODI LAYNE
BERNSTEIN

who passed away
September 29, 1981

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by your family.

The family of

RUTH and BILL SHELL
invites relatives and friends to the unveiling of a headstone

dedicated to their beloved memory
at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 9, 2016

at the Shaarey Zedek Cemetery

Unveiling

In Memoriam

DR. SIDNEY
BLUMENTHAL

13th Elul, 5738
He was a beloved man.
—Always remembered by
Rochelle, Susan, Heather,
Brian and Jennifer, extended
family and friends.

In Memoriam
32nd Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

IRVING
BRICKER
who passed away

September 26, 1984
29 Days in Elul

There was no time to say goodbye,
The day you went away,
You left us so suddenly,
Thirty-two years ago today,
Our hearts still ache with sadness,
And silent tears still flow,
For what it means to lose you,
No one will ever know,
Nothing can be more beautiful,
Than memories we have of you,
To us you're somone special,
and God must have thought so too.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by your children and
grandchildren.

CHAIM ADELMAN
who passed away

April 16, 1983
4 days in Iyar

33rd Yahrzeit
In Memoriam

GITEL ADELMAN
who passed away
August 26th, 1995

30 Days in Av

21st Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEN LEPKIN
who passed away

April 17, 1986
8 Days in Nissan, 5746

In loving memory of

SARAH LEPKIN
who passed away

November 28, 2008
1 Day in Kislev

— Ever remembered and sadly missed by your loving children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam
ABE

HELMAN
who passed away

November 22, 1976
29 Chesvan, 5737

- Always remembered with love by  your daughter Paula, son-in-
law Bill and grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

SARAH
HELMAN
who passed away
January 19, 1988

29 Tevet, 5748

In Memoriam
ABRAHAM

WORB
who passed away

April 23, 1963
29 Nisan, 5723

SONIA
WORB

who passed away
February 19, 1990

24 Shevat, 5750
— Always remembered with love by your son Bill, daughter-in-
law Paula, grandchildren Ronald and Marla and great-
grandchildren.

In loving memory of

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SARAH BURKE
who passed away

September 16, 1974
29 Days in Elul, 5734

Loving memories will never die,
As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is
kept
Of our dear one we lost and
will never forget.
— Ever remembered and sadly
missed by her children and
grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BEVERLEY
“BRINEY”

LOVE
who passed away

September 18, 2007
6 Days in Tishrei

“YOU WILL LIVE IN OUR
HEARTS FOREVER”

— Sadly missed by her
children, grandchildren,
sisters, and family.

In loving memory of our dear
father and grandfather

MORRIS
SCHEIMAN

who passed away
September 22, 1995

27 Days in Elul, 5756
— Always in our hearts and
forever loved by his daughters
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

BESSIE
(ABELLS)

STRONGER
who passed away

September 30, 1996
17 Days in Tishrei

— Deeply loved and forever
missed by her children Barry,
Marcy, Michael and Zoa and
Lyle and the rest of her family.
May your sense of humor and
source of strength be embodied
in your great grand-daughter,
your namesake Elizabeth.

SAM GILMAN
September 17, 1991

9 Days in Tishrei

who passed away
HONEY GILMAN

April 29, 1986
20 Days in Nisan

In loving memory of

Like falling leaves, the years go by. But memories of you will never
die.
— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by your family.

In Memoriam
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In Memoriam
11th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

MENDL STERN
who passed away
October 4, 2005
1 Day in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
sadly missed by his wife
Chana.

MEMORIAMS
WEEK OF

OCT.  5

In Memoriam

In loving memory of our dear
wife, mother and

grandmother

SARAH
HENOCH
who passed away

September 25, 1993
10 Days in Tishrei

In mind a constant thought
In heart a silent sorrow.
- With tears in our eyes and an
ache in our hearts, we light a
candle in your beautiful
memory.
— Your love is our legacy

In Memoriam
19th Yahrzeit

In loving memory of

LEA KREMER
who passed away
October 7, 1997
6 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by her friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of
SAM LETINSKY

who passed away
December 11, 1998
22 Days in Kislev

In loving memory of

SOPHIE LETINSKY
who passed away

September 29, 1995
6 Days in Tishrei

— Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by their children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

MORRIS
MELNICER

who passed away
October 8, 2000
9 days in Tishrei

— Always in our hearts and
forever  loved by his  children
and grandchildren.

In Memoriam

HARRY ODWAK
April 11, 1959

3 days in Nissan

CELIA ODWAK
In loving memory of

Loving memories will never die. As years roll on and days go by.
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept. Of our dear ones we lost and
will never forget.
— Sadly missed by your children, grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.

October 4, 1989
5th day of Tishrei

who passed away

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDWARD
POSNER
who passed away

September 17, 1999
8 Days in Tishrei

— Always remembered and
sadly missed by his wife Sylvia,
children and grandchildren.

In Memoriam
In loving memory

of my dad

HARVEY LEON
PFEFFER

Some people come into our
lives and quickly go.
Others stay for a while, leave
footprints on our hearts and
we are never the same.
— Naomi

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

HARVEY LEON
PFEFFER
who passed away

September 20, 1998
29 Days in Elul

— Sadly missed and always
remembered by wife Shelley,
children Daniel, Naomi,
Aaron & Leah, loving family
and friends.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

EDDIE
SHINDLEMAN

who passed away
September 19, 1998

28 Days in Elul, 5758
— Dearly loved and forever
missed by his family.

In Memoriam

In loving memory of

SIDNEY
GOODMAN

who passed away
October 3, 1991

— Dearly loved and forever
missed by your daughter
Roberta.

In Memoriam

In remembrance of

HERSZ ("HARRY")
ODWAK

who passed away
October 3, 1987

10 Days in Tishrei (5748)
— Loved and eternally missed
by his children Hartley, Mindy,
and family.

News briefs

Montreal Chabad center being investigated 
in money-laundering scam

MONTREAL (JTA) – Quebec securities officials are investigating pos-
sible connections between a Montreal Chabad group and an alleged
money-laundering scam involving the ex-CEO of Amaya Inc., the world’s
largest publicly traded online gambling company. 

David Baazov, 35, is facing charges filed in March that he tried to influ-
ence the Amaya stock price by using privileged information. 

Securities officials found $66,000 in cash during a raid of the Chabad
affiliate, called Centre Chabad, in June, The Canadian Jewish News report-
ed Sept. 13. 

According to the officials, the Chabad center – ostensibly a charitable
group – was used to launder money by donors who are now also being tar-
geted in the Amaya investigation. 

The raid was undertaken to view the Chabad center’s banking records
and communication between its employees and those connected to the
Amaya investigation or Baazov, according to CJN.

UK Jewish audience challenges 
Labour leader on anti-Semitism charges

(JTA) – Facing questions from a Jewish audience about his party’s anti-
Semitism problem, U.K. Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn refused to say
whether the movement will kick out one of its most often accused offend-
ers, former London Mayor Ken Livingstone. 

Corbyn spoke about Livingstone and other issues connected to allega-
tions of anti-Semitism on September 18 during a debate with Owen Smith,
who is challenging Corbyn for the party’s leadership, at London’s JW3
Jewish community center. It was one of the most public appearances by
Corbyn at a Jewish forum in recent years. 

Hundreds of people attended the debate. Despite some jeering at Corbyn,
it went off without incident. 

Corbyn has faced
allegations that his
pro-Palestinian poli-
tics and endorsement
of radical anti-
Semites has encour-
aged hate speech
against Jews.
Livingstone sparked
outrage in April when
he said in an inter-
view that Adolf Hitler
was essentially “sup-
porting Zionism”
when he called for the
expulsion of Jews in
1932. 

When asked by a
member of the Board
of Deputies of British
Jews whether Labour
intends to expel
Livingstone, Corbyn
was circumspect. 

“OK, Ken
Livingstone was sus-
pended for the
remarks he made, he’s
under investigation,
due process will fol-
low,” Corbyn said. 

Smith then said he
s u s p e c t e d
Livingstone will be
allowed back into the
party. 

Dozens of Labour
members have been
suspended and sever-
al expelled from the
party since February,
when the British
media began scruti-
nizing the prolifera-
tion of anti-Semitic
incidents within
Labour after the elec-
tion last year of
Corbyn. In 2009,
Corbyn called
Hezbollah and Hamas
his “friends.” 



Setting up for success: make a plan, skip the panic
As I seat-belted one of my twin kindergarten-

ers into his car seat, he looked up to ask, “But
Mommy, who created HaShem?” My stomach
dropped. I tried to recall theology and philoso-
phy that I’d studied as both as an undergraduate
and graduate student. What about Aristotle and
the Prime Mover? Should I talk about…?

As I walked to the driver’s seat, I tried to fig-
ure out how what to say. What response was suf-

ficient? Little kids need answers, but not enough to overwhelm them. By
the time I was in the car, my kids in the backseat were already having an
intense discussion about what they’d eaten for lunch.

Whew! I thought, crisis averted.
The panic I felt? It felt familiar. I often encounter people who work dili-

gently, yet have moments of panic because they feel so overwhelmed.
Sometimes the panic comes from
managing upcoming holidays or
events. “Have I cooked and planned
enough? How will I both find time to
get something meaningful out of ser-
vices as well as do all the holiday
meals and childcare?

Sometimes the panic is about bigger
community problems, which affect us
just as they affect all Manitobans. 

– “How will I find Jewish daycare
for my child?” (In Manitoba, there are now over 15,000 children - and their
desperate parents - waiting for care) 

– “How will I find adequate elder housing or a decent personal care home
for a family member?” 

– “How will I get the educational support that my child needs?” (Special-
needs kids exist in the Jewish community. How are we meeting their
needs?)

– “How do we draw in newcomers/assimilated or alienated community
members to participate in our religious/social/cultural events?” 

When we ask how individual programs and their employees serve these
pressing needs, obviously the people in charge get defensive. They’re
doing everything they can, but with serious deficits of money and people-
power, the problems go beyond their capabilities.

Recently, I heard a young adult asserting that things were well-done in
the informal children’s program for which she worked. Yes, some leaders
had CPR training and, if someone with a special needs kid showed up,
well, they’d figure out how to help. She said “Of course they would help!”
while nodding vigorously.

However, the underlying problem remains: There’s a sense of panic when
faced with these pressing life-cycle issues. Everyone has to re-invent the
wheel and react as if the problem were new. It’s not news that people have
children, or need support as they age. However, it’s not an emergency if it
isn’t your child or elder who needs care. Since it’s not an emergency, noth-
ing gets done.

We can’t fix the provincial issues overnight. However, we’re armed with
a particular mandate from the Torah Portion for this week, Nitzavim.
(Deuteronomy 29:9-30:20) Essentially, the Almighty cut a deal with us: We
can choose life and prosperity…and if we use Jewish teachings, doing
what we’re supposed to do for each other and the world, we’ll be prosper-
ous and successful. (No guarantee, but it’s a start.) Here’s the text:
(Deuteronomy 30:11-14)

“Surely, this Instruction which I enjoin upon you this day is not too baf-
fling for you, nor is it beyond reach. It is not in the heavens, that you should
say, ‘Who among us can go up to the heavens and get it for us and impart
it to us, that we may observe it?’ Neither is it beyond the sea, that you
should say, ‘Who among us can cross to the other side of the sea and get it
for us and impart it to us, that we may observe it?’ No, the thing is very
close to you, in your mouth and in your heart, to observe it.”

What are we supposed to do? I’d felt overwhelmed when I heard some-
thing wise. “We need a plan. For the next five years, the next ten, heck, the
next 30…and finally, a 100 year plan.” We need to do Jewish long-range
planning to enable even our short term plans.

Instead of saying, “well, we’ll figure out what to do with that special
needs kid when he shows up to synagogue” or “we’ll find a social support
network for our elderly when they get old,” we need to set some longer
term plans and infrastructure in place.

Many families who struggle with an illness or physical challenge don’t
have the time or energy to advocate for themselves at synagogue or in the
Jewish community. When I was pregnant with twins, if the synagogue did-
n’t have an easily accessible bathroom, I couldn’t go there. I stopped going
to one congregation when no one would unlock the closest restroom. I
couldn’t hike to the one they wanted me to use.

Many Jewish communities have infrastructure already in place. As a
result, more families attend. With programs like “inclusion Shabbat,” kids

in wheelchairs or with other needs get opportunities to get up on the pulpit
and participate in a service. There’s an effort to create children’s program-
ming that employs qualified teachers with clear lesson plans. Professional
Education Directors have the background to address everyone’s needs.
Aging committees have resources to support seniors as they age, including
ways of finding them spots in care homes that support their needs as Jews. 

Some say this is impossible for a “smaller” Jewish community. Really?
It doesn’t sound ridiculous to oversee children’s programming so we know
what is taught and how to adjust it. This is about observing what’s right in
front of us, according to Deuteronomy. How can we make this happen?

It can be simple – unlock a bathroom for somebody who can’t walk far.
What about creating Jewish childcare partnerships, even if both sides have
to compromise. (The empty childcare space at Adas Yeshurun Herzlia
comes to mind.) Let’s step back, avoid panic, and try to come up with direct

solutions…as well as making long
term plans to insure the longevity of
local Jewish congregations and facili-
ties.

When our thinking is clouded with
overwhelming panic, it’s impossible
to plan for the future. If we organize
ourselves, we can help those who feel
the panic, and offer them specific
assistance. Maybe buy some matzo
ball soup from Chabad or Gwen

Secter this year to help with holiday meal planning? In the long term, we
have to consistently invest in the infrastructure so that we don’t fly by the
seat of our pants in future emergencies. What are our contingency plans for
future prosperity?

Joanne Seiff has twin sons and graduate degrees in both Education and
Religious Studies. She works as a freelance writer, editor, designer and
educator. See more on her blog: www.joanneseiff.blogspot.com.
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JOANNE SEIFF

Instead of saying “well, we’ll figure out what to
do with that special needs kid when he shows

up to synagogue” or “we’ll find a social support
network for our elderly when they get old”, we
need to set some longer term plans and infra-

structure in place.
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The People of the Book 
Rady JCC and Jewish Post and News Book Club 

All the Light We Cannot See - 
Facilitated by Sharon Freed

It’s a brand new chapter for The People of the Book Jewish Book
Club at the Rady JCC.  On Wednesday, October 5 at 7:30, everyone
is invited to the first event featuring All the Light We Cannot See by
author Anthony Doerr.

This Pulitzer Prize winning novel tells the story of a blind French
girl, Marie-Laure and Werner, a German boy whose paths collide. Set
in occupied France during the Second World War, both characters do
their best to survive the devastation that they are forced to live in. 

Blinded at the age of six, Marie-Laure’s father constructs a perfect
miniature model of her neighbourhood for her to memorize by touch.
The orphaned Werner and his younger sister live in a German mining
town where the discovery of a radio, seals the destiny of the young
boy. It’s in the historic city of Saint-Malo where Marie-Laure and
Werner meet. The Los Angeles Times wrote of Doerr, “his sentences
never fail to thrill.”

Sharon Freed returns to facilitate The People of The Book. She sim-
ply loves reading and her long career as an English and Social Studies
teacher at the Gray Academy, gives her a unique perspective.

The program takes place in the Adult Lounge at the Rady JCC.
Everyone is welcome to attend and.refreshments will be provided.
Registration is welcome but not required. For more information please
contact Roberta Malam at 204-480-7550 or rmalam@radyjcc.com

Make sure to hold the date for the next People of the Book program
on Wednesday, Dec. 7 at 7:30 pm featuring the very popular Yiddish
for Pirates by Gary Barwin.

Rady JCC news

New protein shake machine at Rady JCC
first of its kind in Canada

Brand new at
the Rady JCC
(outside the
locker rooms): a
protein shake
v e n d i n g
machine - the
first of its kind
in Canada. 

Invented by
brothers Bryce
and Graham
Folster (who are
both Rady JCC
members),  you
can get a deli-
cious protein
shake in choco-
late or vanilla for only $3. 

New flavours, such as  straw-
berry-banana  are soon to be
added.

Call Bryce at 204-960-7289 if
you’re interested either in acquir-
ing a machine for yourself or dis-
tributing the machines. 

(By the way, no one  paid us to
put this blurb in. I happened to
see Bryce talking to someone
explaining what the machine was
all about, so I asked him whether
he’d like a blurb on our Facebook
page - and in the JP&N.) 

Brothers Bryce and Graham Folster in front of
their protein shake machine at the Rady JCC

Sampling one of the shakes



A side of Harry Warren we don’t get to see in the paper
By BERNIE BELLAN

How long has Harry
Warren been writing a
column for The Jewish
Post & News?

Let’s see: Harry num-
bers his columns, - he’s at
#85 right now, but he
doesn’t always send us a
column so, what with this
being my eighth year
editing this paper, I’d
guess it’s at least seven
years ago that he sent us
his first column. It turns
out I was off by one year.
Harry started sending us
“We are Seniors” six years ago this month.

I’ve never really given Harry any direction as to what he should write
about. I’ve left it up to him to decide. Over the years I had noticed various
themes developing in his writing, including the
importance of seniors remaining busy. Now, I’ve
known Harry to be active himself; I often see him at
the Rady JCC exercising (although he tells me that
he’s had to give up “pickleball”, which is something
he actually introduced to the Rady JCC after witness-
ing its huge popularity in the Phoenix area, which is
where he and Nora have been spending their winter
months for years.)

But, it was only quite recently that I was able to see
for myself another side of Harry’s life that he’s occa-
sionally hinted at in his column, but has never
dwelled upon: his life as an artist.

“Why don’t you come up to our apartment and see
my paintings?”, was the invitation I received from
Harry a couple of weeks ago. “And bring your cam-
era,” he added.

So I went up to Harry and Nora’s lovely Tuxedo
condo apartment one recent Friday to see what it was all about. Upon enter-
ing the apartment it’s clear to see that it’s festooned with Harry’s own
work, although there are quite a few other artists on display as well, includ-
ing Jackson Beardy. Harry has worked in a variety of motifs over the years,
from acrylics and oils to watercolours, also with the occasional sand or
wooden sculpture thrown into the mix.

He explained to me that he had long held a passion for art, and was even
enrolled in a fine arts program at one point during his long and successful
career as an insurance salesman. Harry even told me an amusing story
(which has never appeared in any of his columns) how he would often
remove the clothes he wore for art classes at the University of Manitoba
under a stairwell in the Fine Arts building and change into a suit before
heading off to work as an insurance salesman. One time the wife of the dean
happened to come upon him unexpectedly as he was in his underwear.
Harry says she was quite insouciant about the entire episode, although I can
imagine both his and her embarrassment at the time.

In any event, Harry has enjoyed painting and sculpting in his apartment for
years, often copying other paintings or photographs of scenes. In the pictures
accompanying this story you can see many samples of his work. He says
everything he has ever done has been entirely for pleasure – never for profit,
and although occasionally he’ll give samples of his art away, he never sells
anything.

One of the pieces of which he’s most proud is a sand sculpture of an
Israeli soldier resting following a battle during the Yom Kippur War of
1973. The inspiration came from a photograph Harry had seen.

Other themes in his collection include many cityscapes, especially of
New York City and Montreal (where Harry worked as an engineer for a
time, and where he met Nora).

As someone who has read every one of Harry’s 85 columns over the
years (They don’t go into the paper without coming under my careful edi-
torial scrutiny first.), I’ve long been aware of the importance Harry attach-
es to seniors finding hobbies and maintaining social relationships. Frankly,
I’m surprised that he, himself, has never related how prolific he has been
as an artist. He doesn’t just “talk the talk, he walks the walk.” 

Oh yes, the picture of the woman sunbathing (where she appears to have
a rather nasty sunburn) is not of anyone Harry knows, he says. That’s the
closest I could see in any of his paintings to a nude. I was rather surprised
there wasn’t anything more risqué among his paintings. If you’ve been
reading the increasingly bawdy jokes with which Harry has been ending
his columns, you would have half expected his artistic side to have a slight-
ly more salacious aspect to it. No such luck: Harry’s artistic work doesn’t
have to be censored in the least… in contrast perhaps with what I should
be doing with some of his jokes
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Harry’s artistic talent extends to sculpture,
both wooden and sand. In the picture above
the brown polar bear is his creation. This sand sculpture depicts an

Israeli soldier resting during the
Yom Kippur War.

Of late, Harry has been drawing miniature
Chinese water colours on cards, which he
often gives to friends.

A Montreal street scene
(Harry worked as an engi-
neer in Montreal for a time.)

This painting of a very sunburned woman
is no one Harry knows, he says. (But,
given his bawdy sense of humour, I’m
sure he can come up with a joke to go with
the painting.)



The Rady JCC is very excited to present the seventh annual Tarbut:
Festival of Jewish Culture and Jewish Book Fair. This year’s event once
again showcases the best of Jewish culture with world-renowned musi-
cians, award-winning authors, heart-warming films and a Book and Gift
Fair. All events will take place at the Rady JCC, 123 Doncaster Street,
except for the David Broza Concert at the West End Cultural Centre.

Tarbut’s 2016 line-up includes:

David Buchbinder’s Odessa/Havana: Roots: Saturday, November 12,
8:00 p.m. 

This band of killer musicians includes Grammy nominated Cuban pianist
Hilario Duran and seamlessly fuses Jewish, Latin and Jazz music that will
get your body and soul moving. Joining them is renowned Winnipegger
Steve Kirby on bass.

NEW! This concert also offers babysitting for kids age 4 to 9 for a nomi-
nal charge.

David Broza: Sunday, November 13, 7:30 p.m.

Israeli superstar, singer, songwriter and world class musician David
Broza has made a name for himself around the world. The composer of the
iconic song Yihye Tov, has released over 30 albums in Hebrew, English and
Spanish. Broza has also become a central figure in the Peace Movement for
Israel and looks to create musical bridges.

This concert also features the Broza Premium Ticket, an opportunity to
attend an intimate wine and dessert reception post-performance with
Broza, plus a reserved seat and a tax receipt.

FILM: Orchestra of Exiles/Orchester im Exil:   Monday, November 14,
7:30 p.m.

Author Steven Katz: Co-founder and member of Blood, Sweat &
Tears: Tuesday, November 15, 7:30 p.m.

Steve Katz was front and centre during the halcyon
days of late ’60’s and ‘70’s rock & roll world.
His band toured the globe and had major hits such as
Spinning Wheel and You’ve Made Me So Very Happy.
His new book Blood, Sweat & My Rock ‘n Roll Years:
Is Steve Katz a Rock Star? tells his story from his
privileged perspective and you can be part of it.

Jonathan Tobin & J.J. Goldberg: A Conversation
About Israel: Wednesday, November 16, 7:30 p.m. 

Mr. Tobin is the Senior On-line Editor of
Commentary. J.J. Goldberg, the Editor at Large at the
Forward. In this provocative discussion, Mr. Tobin
takes the left perspective while Mr. Goldberg takes
the right as they put forward views that could dictate
Israel’s future. Not to be missed! 

FILM: Theodore Bikel: In the Shoes of Sholom
Aleichem, Thursday, November 17, 7:30 p.m.

Hadar Orshalimy: Musical Shabbat and Family
Dinner, Friday, November 18, 6:00 p.m.

Spend this special family Shabbat with singer and
entertainer Hadar Orshalimy direct from New York
City. Hadar brings her powerful voice and her upbeat
music in a Shabbat experience that will inspire your
whole family.

The Libyans: Saturday, November 19, 8:00 p.m.

Libya was once home to thousands of Jews and the
ancient community was famous for their Piyutim or
sacred poems. The Libyans are a group of interna-
tionally known Israeli musicians, some of whose fam-
ilies originated in Libya and keep alive the rich tradi-
tion of Piyutim set to North African Jewish music.

Featured Authors and Readings:  Allan Levine:
The Bootlegger’s Confession, Carol Matas: Who Am
I, Per Brask: The Tzaddik, Eva Wiseman: Another
Me, Sunday, November 13

Ester Reiter: A Future Without Hate or Need: The
Promise of the Jewish Left in Canada (in partnership
with the Jewish Heritage Centre and the United Jewish
People’s Order) Sunday, November 20, 2:00 p.m.

Bagels With Ari: Winnipeg Jewish Theatre presents
a reading and discussion of a new Jewish Canadian
play, with WJT Artistic Director Ari Wineberg,
Sunday, November 20, 10:00 a.m 

Thank you to our generous sponsors: The Israeli
Consulate General, The Winnipeg Free Press,
Marjorie Blankstein, The Jewish Post & News, The
Viscount Gort Hotel. 
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The Rady JCC presents: 

The Seventh Annual Tarbut: Festival of Jewish Culture and Book Fair 
November 12-20,  2016



By LISA ABRAM
In the year before I got married,

my mother’s friends got together
and asked me what I wanted for a
shower gift. The possibilities
were endless.

In the late ’90s I had an unspo-
ken arrangement with my par-
ents. I would live at home way
beyond the age I should have, in

order to save money so I could afford to move out. In
turn, I would cook them dinner every Sunday. This
quasi-mutual cohabitation lasted two years. By all
accounts, it was a success, although I did not ask for
their point-of-view.

I was never one to putter in the kitchen as a teenag-
er, save for a brief experiment in high school when I
brokered a deal with my sister Lori and a friend of
mine. Lori would bake chocolate chip cookies every
weekend, the friend would sell them, and I would eat
them. 

One day, I went to a cooking demo put on by a local
celebrity chef. She had simple cookbooks that pro-
vided simple recipes for people like me. I was mes-
merized by the fluidity of her cooking skills and
made a silent promise to give it a try. Every Saturday,
for two years, I would visit the kitchen gadget store
and buy one item a week with my earnings. I pur-
chased a range of practical items like dinner plates,
cutlery, glassware and measuring spoons. One day, I
noticed a mini food processor. It was small enough to
sit in my hand. I splurged on this indulgence and
entered the dawn of food prep technology.

Every weekend I read cookbooks with energy and
joy, reminiscent of the Nancy Drew novels I torpe-
doed through as a child. Mom and Dad were good
sports about acting as guinea pigs. My parents looked
forward to each Sunday surprise meal, even when
dad quietly detested stuffed peppers.

After two years of perfecting my pesto sauce and
saving enough money to move out, I made the plunge
to independence. I finally could slice a cucumber,
dice a tomato and invite friends over for a simple
pasta dish or vegetarian chilli.

When I got engaged and was about to enter into
matrimonial cooking bliss, I felt that was the perfect
time to advance to the full-blown Cuisinart. My
mother made my wishes known to her circle of
friends and the beloved gift arrived in 2003. 

But I was bewildered and overwhelmed by the con-

tents. Inside the box were: circular blades of var-
ious dimensions, strange looking feeding tubes,
attachments, a how-to video and a book. I didn’t
know where to begin so I carefully put it all back
into the box and stored it in the basement. 

What was the reason for my inability to learn
how to use the food processor?

To say I developed a fear of my food
processor is not entirely accurate. I contin-
ued to use the mini version from years ago,
hoping to have the courage to experiment
with the more complicated one. From time
to time, I would open up the box, peer
inside, and tell myself quietly that I can do
this! But it seemed all too much. And each
time I put it away quickly.

When my husband and I moved two years
ago, along came my well-used kitchen tools.
But 11 years later, I still had not used the
food processor. How could I break down
this self-imposed barrier? As detached as I
was, I took the contents out of their impris-
onment and packed each piece individually.
We had no history together. Could we find
happiness in my new home? The Cuisinart
could no longer hide and I would be forced
to use it... or so I thought. 

Imagine the embarrassment when I re-dis-
covered the unopened how-to VHS video.
In the age of Netflix my long held secret
would be revealed, now documented by the
passage of time. 
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How I overcame a fear of my food processor

Continued on next page.

I took the contents out of their
imprisonment and packed each
piece individually. We had no 

history together. Could we find
happiness in my new home?



Ed. Note: I happened to be communicating with
Norene Gilletz on Linkedin (of all places) when I
mentioned to her that we had a very funny piece by
Lisa Abram going into our New Year issue about
how she had met Norene at a wedding and how Lisa
confessed how intimidated she was by the food
processor that she had hidden away for years.

Norene responded that she had read Lisa’s col-
umn. She then mentioned that she had recently
written  a piece for a Canadian Jewish News blog
about a recent trip she had taken back to Winnipeg.
Norene asked whether we’d be interested in run-

ning that piece and, of course, I said we would. As a sidenote I should
mention how happy I am to  be contacted continually by ex-Winnipeggers
telling me about one story or another that they wonder whether we’d be
interested either in running the first time or reprinting from another pub-
lication. It’s nice to know that former Winnipeggers always keep
Winnipeg close to their hearts.
By NORENE GILLETZ
(Posted September 1, 2016)

Shabbat Shalom, Good Shabbos! I recently attended a family wedding in
my hometown, Winnipeg. It was wonderful celebrating with my family and
friends – for me, a visit to Winnipeg is always a trip down memory lane
and a connection with the beloved foods of my childhood.

There was a beautiful Shabbat dinner for the out-of-towners, with more
than 100 people in attendance. The best part of the evening was sharing
Shabbat dinner with my aunt and uncle, Fay and Ben Rykiss, the grand-

parents of the groom,
and many of my first
cousins.

Matthew and Yaffa
Rykiss’ wedding was
a fairy-tale event,
with an outdoor chup-
pah and a touching
ceremony, culminat-
ing with dinner and
lots of dancing. The
celebrations ended on
Monday morning
with a beautiful
brunch for family and
out-of-towners.

Throughout the
weekend, I indulged
in smoked goldeye
and pickerel, knishes

from Gunn’s Bakery, and Jeanne’s cake (see my kosher version called
Genie’s cake, below).

I stayed with my close friends, Evita and Lyle Smordin, who are the most
wonderful hosts! Evita made a delicious eggplant spread (see Evita’s
recipe, below) that we brought to Winnipeg Beach to enjoy for Shabbat
lunch along with Winnipeg rye bread, smoked goldeye, and corn on the
cob, plus date and pecan loaf for dessert. Evita’s eggplant recipe is a sim-
pler version of my Smoky Eggplant Spread.

On the way to Smordin’s cottage, we stopped by the Winnipeg Beach
shul just in time to see everyone gathered around the kiddush table that had
been set up for lunch for the congregation after Shabbat services. One of
the dishes was a beautiful Barley Salad (see recipe, below).

Have a delicious Shabbos!
* * * * *

EVITA’S EASY EGGPLANT SPREAD
There’s no need to cut up the eggplants or bell peppers before baking

them. Easy peasy!
2 medium eggplants
1 red bell pepper
2 Tbsp extra-virgin olive oil (or
canola oil)
1 Tbsp white vinegar
salt and pepper to taste
2 cloves garlic (or 1 tsp garlic
powder)

1. Place eggplants and bell
pepper on a foil-lined baking
sheet. Bake uncovered in a pre-
heated 375 F oven for about 1
hour, until eggplants are tender and have collapsed. Cool completely.

2. Cut eggplants and bell pepper in half. Scoop out eggplant flesh with a
spoon and place into bowl of a food processor; discard peel.

3. Discard seeds and core from bell pepper. Add bell pepper flesh to food
processor.

4. Process, using on/off pulses, until combined. Add salt, pepper and gar-
lic. Process briefly, just until mixed.

5. Transfer to a storage container, cover and refrigerate. Adjust season-
ings to taste before serving. Serve chilled.

Yield: about 2 cups. Keeps several days in the refrigerator. Freezes well.
Optional: To make Babaganoush, blend in 2 Tbsp of mayonnaise.
***
My longtime friend, Bev Binder of Winnipeg, was kind enough to get the

recipe for this yummy barley salad for me from Lenore Kagan. This salad
is often served at the Shabbat Kiddush at The Hebrew Congregation of
Winnipeg Beach, the last functioning synagogue in Manitoba outside of

How I overcame afear of my foodprocessor
By LISA ABRAM

In the year before I got married, my mother’s friends got together and asked me what I wanted
for a shower gift. The possibilities were endless.

In the late ’90s I had an unspoken arrangement with my parents. I would live at home way beyond
the age I should have, in order to save money so I could afford to move out. In turn, I would cook
them dinner every Sunday. This quasi-mutual cohabitation lasted two years. By all accounts, it was
a success, although I did not ask for their point-of-view.

I was never one to putter in the kitchen as a teenager, save for a brief experiment in high school
when I brokered a deal with my sister Lori and a friend of mine. Lori would bake chocolate chip

cookies every weekend, the friend would sell them, and I would eat them. 
One day, I went to a cooking demo put on by a local celebrity chef. She

had simple cookbooks that provided simple recipes for people like me. I
was mesmerized by the fluidity of her cooking skills and made a silent
promise to give it a try. Every Saturday, for two years, I would visit the
kitchen gadget store and buy one item a week with my earnings. I pur-
chased a range of practical items like dinner plates, cutlery, glassware and
measuring spoons. One day, I noticed a mini food processor. It was small
enough to sit in my hand. I splurged on this indulgence and entered the
dawn of food prep technology.

Every weekend I read cookbooks with energy and joy, reminiscent of
the Nancy Drew novels I torpedoed through as a child. Mom and Dad
were good sports about acting as guinea pigs. My parents looked forward
to each Sunday surprise meal, even when dad quietly detested stuffed
peppers.

After two years of perfecting my pesto sauce and saving enough money
to move out, I made the plunge to independence. I finally could slice a
cucumber, dice a tomato and invite friends over for a simple pasta dish or
vegetarian chilli.

When I got engaged and was about to enter into matrimonial cooking

Continued from previous page.

The Shabbat Table: Food memories from Winnipeg
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Winnipeg.
The shul has always been a sum-

mer-only institution. For years, there used to be twice-daily minyans, in
addition to Shabbat services, throughout the summer. Now the shul only
has services on Shabbat through July and August, led by the members. The
last Shabbat service of the summer will be held on Labor Day weekend.

* * * * *
LENORE KAGAN’S BARLEY SALAD

1 cup pearl barley
2 cups water
1 cup parsley, finely chopped
1/2 cup fresh mint, finely chopped
1/2 cup diced onion
1 small cucumber, diced
1/4 cup extra virgin olive oil
1/4 cup lemon juice
1/2 tsp ground cinnamon
2 tsp salt (or to taste)
3 plum tomatoes, diced
Additional mint for garnish

1. Cook barley in water until tender, about 35-45 minutes, until tender.
Transfer to a large bowl and cool completely.

2. Add parsley, mint, onion and cucumber. Add oil, lemon juice, cinna-
mon and salt and toss to combine.

3. Top with tomatoes and additional mint for garnish. Serve
chilled.

Yield: 6 to 8 servings. You can double or triple the recipe for
a large crowd. Keeps 3-4 days in the refrigerator. Do not
freeze.

* * * * *

LENORE KAGAN’S HERRING SALAD
Thanks to Bev Binder for letting me know about this

scrumptious salad. It was a big hit at the Shabbat Kiddush the
week after I visited – too bad that I was already back home in
Toronto by then!
24 oz jar marinated herring fillets, drained and cut up
2 tomatoes, chopped
1 bunch green onions (5-6 green onions), chopped
1 red, orange or yellow bell pepper, chopped
3 stalks celery, chopped
4 Tbsp vegetable oil
4 Tbsp brown sugar

1. Combine herring with remaining ingredients in a large
bowl and toss to combine. Serve chilled.

Yield: For a large crowd
* * * * *

GENIE’S BIRTHDAY CAKE
Adapted from The New Food Processor Bible
This is an old-time Winnipeg favourite. This was the cake I always had

for my birthday parties when I was a little girl. Too bad a genie can’t make
the calories magically disappear!

Base:
1/3 cup soft shortening or tub margarine
1 cup flour
1/4 cup icing sugar
1/2 tsp baking powder
1 tsp pure vanilla extract

Batter:
1/2 cup soft shortening or tub margarine
3/4 cup sugar
2 eggs
1 tsp pure vanilla extract
1/2 cup milk (or rice or soy milk)
1 1/3 cups flour
2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp salt
Genie’s Icing (recipe follows)
Chocolate sprinkles or grated chocolate

Wednesday, September 28, 2016, THE JEWISH POST & NEWS   27

Recipes

������������

	���

���������������	�����������������	�

�����������

������	����
������	��

�����	�

�������������	�
��������������������	�

��������������    ������!������������

שנה טובה!
Your community’s school, your child’s success!
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1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Use the Steel Blade
of your food processor to process all ingredi-
ents.

2. For Base: Process all ingredients for base
until blended, about 10 seconds. Spray an 8-inch
square baking pan with nonstick spray, then line
with parchment paper, leaving about 1 inch of
paper extending beyond top of pan on either side.
Press dough firmly into bottom of pan. Bake for
12-15 minutes. When cool, remove from pan.
Place on serving plate and peel off paper.

3. For Batter: Process shortening or mar-
garine, sugar, eggs and vanilla extract on the
Steel Blade for 2 minutes. Do not insert pusher
in feed tube. Add milk and process 3 seconds.
Add dry ingredients and process with 3 or 4
quick on/off pulses, just until flour disappears.
Do not overprocess. Scrape down sides of bowl
as necessary.

4. Pour batter into sprayed 8-inch square pan.
Bake for 35-40 minutes. Cool 10 minutes, then
remove from pan.

5. Assembly:
Prepare Genie’s Icing
as directed. Spread
base with a thin layer
of icing. Cover with
cooled cake. Frost
completely, reserving
about 1/2 cup icing.
Add a few drops of
food colouring to
reserved icing; pipe
leaves and flowers
with a cake decorat-
ing set. Coat sides of
cake with chocolate
sprinkles or grated
sweet chocolate.

Yield: 12 servings.
Freezes well.

* * * * *
GENIE’S ICING

1 cup sugar
2 Tbsp cornstarch
1 cup milk (or rice or soy milk)
1 cup unsalted butter or shortening, softened

1. Steel Blade: Place sugar and cornstarch in
processor. Add milk through feed tube while
machine is running. Blend until smooth.
Transfer to a saucepan and cook on medium
heat, stirring often, until mixture comes to a
boil. Cook 1 minute longer. Remove from heat
and cover surface of mixture with waxed paper.
Cool thoroughly.

2. Using an electric mixer, cream butter or
shortening until light and fluffy. Add cooled
mixture and beat at high speed for at least 5 min-
utes. Add a few drops of food colouring, if
desired.

Note: Icing may be processed with the Steel
Blade for about 2 minutes. However, it will not
have the same light, fluffy texture as when beat-
en with an electric mixer. Taste will not be
affected.

Yield: For one 8-inch square cake or two 9-
inch layers (12 servings). Freezes well.

Norene Gilletz is the leading author of kosher
cookbooks in Canada. She is the author of
eleven cookbooks and divides her time between
work as a food writer, food manufacturer, con-
sultant, spokesperson, cooking instructor, lec-
turer, and cookbook editor.

Norene lives in Toronto, Canada and her
motto is “Food that’s good for you should taste
good!” For more information, visit her website
or email her at goodfood@gourmania.com.
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Celebrating over 90 years of Na’amat Canada

Thank you to our members, donors and 
friends for another successful year! 

Wishing the entire Jewish community 
Shana Tova - Happy and Sweet New Year

For information on how to get involved contact 
naamat@naamat.com or call 1-888-278-0792

Continued from previous page.

“Genie’s birthday cake” 
(not to be confused with “Jeanne’s Cake”)
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By BERNIE BELLAN 
Now 99, Saul Cherniack is still sharp and

engaging. Long considered a true gentleman
throughout his lengthy political and legal career,
his eyes still sparkle as he tells one story after
another of his varied and fascinating life. While
he still mourns the loss of his wife, Sybil, Saul
remains a cheerful individual who serves as a liv-
ing link to a time of great upheaval – for Jews and
non-Jews alike, but which paved the way for the
relatively progressive society in which we now
live in Winnipeg.

In the first part of our story about Saul and
Mindel Cherniack (in our Sept. 14 issue) we told
of the upbringing the two of them enjoyed in the
Joseph and Fanny Cherniack household, first on
College Ave, later on St. Johns Avenue.

We pick up with Saul describing his father, the
famed lawyer (J. A.) Joseph Cherniack, who was
87 when he died. When he came to Canada (in
1905) he didn’t speak a word of English, Saul
notes.

Myra Wolch says that she wants to clarify
something about J. A. Cherniack that had to do
with his association with communists before the
Second World War. “Your father was violently
anti-communist,” she says to Saul, who is sitting
across the dining room table from Myra as I con-
duct my interview.

Saul Cherniack explains: “At the time that the
Nazis were rising to prominence, my father was
active in the Canadian Jewish Congress. He
couldn’t get the Congress to react to what was
happening, so he left the Congress and went to
work with the communists in Winnipeg in an
anti-Fascist league.”

I ask him whether his father was ever accused
of being a communist himself, but he says no.

I ask Saul how he met his late wife, Sybil. Sybil
Zeal came from Blaine Lake in Saskatchewan,
where her parents operated a store to attend uni-
versity, Saul explains. He adds that his parents
couldn’t afford to send him to university so he
entered Grade 12 at St. Johns Tech (as the high
school was known in those days), which was an
alternative to attending first year university.

As Saul tells it, it was in 1936 that some of his
friends went to a party where Sybil happened to
be attending. His friends told him about her.

“On one occasion I was standing on the corner
of Main and St. Johns. You know where Oscar’s
is? I was standing there and Muni Averbach – he
was a dentist, drove up and Sybil was in the car
with him. Muni got out and introduced us.”

Myrna picks up the story: “The other side of
the story is Sybil said he was wearing white flan-
nel pants and a tennis sweater – and he was gor-
geous.”

Myra explains that she became friends with
Sybil years after Sybil and Saul were married.
“We used to go for lunch – and cry on each
other’s shoulders. (At the time, Myra explains,

she was having marital difficulties.) “Sybil’s
problems were different. They had nothing to do
with Saul. He was perfect and sometimes she’d
tell me how perfect he was and I’d gag and say
‘Nobody can be that perfect.’ But you know
what? He is. I’ve been with him a lot of years and
he is.”

Myra goes on to note that Sybil didn’t speak
one word of Yiddish when she met Saul.
Eventually when they married and moved in with
his parents – who didn’t speak anything but
Yiddish…” she learned Yiddish,” according to
Myra.

“She even gave speeches in Yiddish,” Saul
adds. 

Sybil died in 1997 after a lengthy illness.
Upon entering the army during World War II,

Saul was sent to British Columbia where, inter-
estingly enough, he learned Japanese. Here is
how he explains how that came about: “When I
was in the army I was sent to a modern warfare
course, which was up in B.C.” There was a notice
posted asking for recruits who would be interest-
ed in learning Japanese and Saul asked to be  part
of that program.

“The army was getting in on messages being
sent from Japan to other places. I went to Ottawa.
There we would translate messages for others to
use,” he explains.

Following the war, Saul returned to Winnipeg,
where he joined his father in the practice of law.
(If you would like to read an amusing story, writ-
ten by Bill Marantz,
describing  what it was
like to work in the law
firm of Cherniack and
Cherniack, enter this
on your  browser:
http://bbellan.webfac-
t i o n a l . c o m / f e a -
tures/1850-working-
with-the-cherniacks-a-
family-affair)

Part II of the Saul Cherniack story
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Alina Ianson
CHW National Executive Director

CHW passionately supports programs and services for 
Children, Healthcare, and Women in Israel and Canada.

1.855.477.5964 www.chw.ca info@chw.ca

Claudia Goldman
CHW National President

CHW Board of Directors

Children
Healthcare
Women Shana Tova!

Canadian Hadassah-WIZO 
(CHW) wishes all our members 

and friends a happy, healthy, 
and peaceful New Year!

We are deeply grateful for your 
generosity and continued  
support of our projects for 

 Children, Healthcare 
and Women 

 in Israel and Canada.

Rebeca Kuropatwa, Contact
E-mail: rebeca.kuropatwa@cmdai.org

David Matas, C.M., Chair
E-mail: dmatas@mts.net

ISRAEL CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT MAGEN DAVID ADOM
MAGEN DAVID ADOM CANNOT SURVIVE WITHOUT YOU

With YOUR HELP – MDA continues to provide uninterrupted emergency service in Israel

Shana Tova
The Winnipeg Chapter wishes all our donors, families 

and friends a very Healthy and Happy New Year 

Your donation will help us maintain a strong and healthy Israel.
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Saul and the late Sybil Cherniack. Sybil died
in 1997 after a lengthy illness.



In 1950, Saul entered politics
for the first time, following in
his sister Sybil’s footsteps by
being elected as a trustee on the
Winnipeg School Board, where
he remained for four years.

Subsequently, he says, “I was
involved closely with the
Jewish community – as presi-
dent of the Jewish Welfare
Fund (forerunner of the
Winnipeg Jewish Community
Council, later the Winnipeg
Jewish Federation) and vice-
president of the Canadian
Jewish Congress. Then, in 1958
I was elected to City Council.
For two years I was on Metro
Council, then in ’62 I was elect-
ed to the Legislature.”

Saul Cherniack won five successive elections
in the provincial riding of St. Johns, from 1962 –
1977, each time by a successively larger margin,
before retiring in 1981. In 1969 he was appoint-
ed Minister of Finance in the Ed Schreyer gov-
ernment and, in 1970 he was also appointed
Urban Affairs Minister, with the task of shep-
herding in the new legislation amalgamating
Winnipeg with all of its suburbs.

“The first time I ever saw you speak was about
Unicity,” I say to him. “I was a kid and you were
doing a traveling road show explaining Unicity,”
I add.

I ask Saul about the deep grudge that another
brilliant former cabinet minister in the Schreyer
government, Sid Green, bore toward him. During
the course of our interview I say to him: “I’ve got
to tell you something though: ‘Sid Green was my

father’s first cousin.‘
“There’s no love lost
between you and Sid
Green, is there?”

“Not really,” Saul
answers. “I don’t
resent him, but he
resents me. When
there was a competi-
tion for the leadership
of the party (the
NDP), Herb Schultz
(who was Ed
Schreyer’s brother-in-
law) phoned our
house and spoke to my
wife and she told him
that I was supporting
Schreyer. And he
asked, ‘Why not Sid?’
She thought she was
saying something nice
(not realizing that
Schultz was a great
friend and supporter
of Sid Green’s.)

Sybil said, ‘Well, for
one thing, Saul does-
n’t think Manitoba is

prepared to
elect a Jewish premier.’ Sid never forgave me for
that.”

“Anyway, Sid’s a brilliant speaker – and he’s a
clever guy, but he hasn’t forgiven me.”

After his retirement from politics in 1980, Saul
Cherniack went on to serve as Chair of Manitoba
Hydro, later as a member of the Security
Intelligence Review Committee overseeing the
Canadian Security Intelligence Service. He
retired from his legal practice in 2000.

Yet, even though he is now fully retired, a
descent into the basement of the home in which
he now lives reveals a thoroughly modern office,
immaculately organized. As Bill Marantz notes
in his wonderful article about working in the
same law firm as the Cherniacks, “Saul
Cherniack is the most diplomatic and organized
human being I have ever met. He would not leave
the office, even if it was ten at night, until every
item on his Brownline Calendar Pad had a line
through it.”

I can see what Bill means as I scan the base-
ment office – everything in place, all neatly orga-
nized to a t. It was my privilege to be able to sit
down with Saul Cherniack and Myra Wolch for a
few hours and hear stories that may not mean
much to members of the younger generation, but
for someone who grew up at a time when the
NDP rose from a fringe group in the Manitoba
legislature to become the dominant party in this
province over the past half century, it was a treat
meeting one of the three Jewish cabinet ministers
in the first ever NDP government in this province
(the others being Saul Miller and Sid Green).  

What I wanted to do in these two brief articles
was provide a small snapshot of Saul Cherniack’s
life which, in so many respects, is so similar to
the lives of others long gone, who grew up in the
storied north end to become eminently successful
in their chosen fields.

Saul Cherniack and others like him built not
only the Jewish community of Winnipeg but, in
many ways, this city and this province. To them
we owe a huge debt.
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Shana Tova
U’metuka

Best wishes for the New Year to our  
clients and friends.
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A poster of Sybil
Cherniack (née Zeal)
from the 1930s

Saul Cherniack, now 99, still as
“diplomatic and organized,” as
Bill Marantz described him, as
ever.



By LIBBY
SIMON

“How do I love
thee? Let me
count the ways.”

With apologies
to Elizabeth
Barrett Browning
for exploiting the
thought behind

these soulful words because I know
what she had in mind was a lover, not
a child. But love comes in many
forms and could just as easily apply
to the love of a grandparent for a
grandchild. There is a special bond
between grandparents and grandchil-
dren that is unique.

For example, many people have
expressed how differently their par-
ents treated them from the way they treat their
grandchildren. It may be because of the additional
responsibilities parents have when raising children.
Perhaps it is due to their inexperience and by the
time they become grandparents they have gained
more understanding and perspective. Or simply
that at the end of the day they can send them home
to their parents. But when push comes to shove,
how strong can the love of a grandparent be for a
grandchild? Let me try to answer that question.

A few years ago our daughter came to visit from
Montreal for the High Holidays, bringing with her
our three-year-old grandson, Ronnie. This high
maintenance ball of energy rises about 7:00 a.m.
He finds his way to our bedroom and with his little
cherub face two inches from my still-sleeping one
whispers, “wake up, it’s a boodifu day.” I gaze
sleepily into a pair of dark eyes peering at me from
under long, curled dark lashes that frame a peach-
es and cream complexion topped by a mass of dark
hair. 

“Let’s play”, he urges. And the day has begun. It
does not end until about 9:30 p.m. with no nap for
a much-needed respite - mine. 

Since Ronnie was our first and only grandchild
at the time, play items were few and those we had
were leftovers from his mother’s childhood. So off
we went shopping for some badly needed supplies.
After choosing a few items, we were about to leave
the store when he spotted a small, bright yellow
helicopter in a little shiny box. He was clearly so
enamoured with this “copta”, he was prepared to
give up everything else he had chosen. What could
we do? Isn’t spoiling grandchildren our job and our
Constitutional Right? We had no choice but to add
the little yellow aircraft with its four black rotors on
top. It was just the right size for his small hand and
he held it tightly all the way home. He ate with it
and slept with it. It was always nearby.

A few days later, Ronnie and I were playing a
game when he said, “I have to go poop.” 

“OK, Hon,” I responded. “I know you’re a big
boy now and can go by yourself.” 

And off he scurried to the bathroom. 
I began to prepare supper in the kitchen. His

grandfather was watching golf on TV in the living
room while his mother was working on the com-
puter in the den. Suddenly the quiet was shattered
with loud, explosive screams and piercing cries.
From all quarters, everyone rushed to the bathroom
in a panic. There was our little guy, sitting on the
toilet, head in his hands, sobbing uncontrollably.
We looked around. We looked at each other. We
saw nothing. 

“What’s wrong, Baby?” I asked.
His words were lost in a flood of tears rendering

them incomprehensible. 
“‘Copta’ in toilee,” he finally blubbered between

choking sobs. 
I lifted him off the toilet seat and looked inside.

Sure enough, the little yellow helicopter was float-
ing in a sea of yellow pee with dollops of doo-doo
dotting the watery landscape. In a flash I under-
stood. 

He thought his most precious possession was
about to be sucked down into a cavernous nether-
world. So in an instant, before it could slip away,
my hand plunged into the foul soup and scooped
out the hapless helicopter. Ronnie’s eyes and
mouth gaped open with surprise and wonder. His
face melted into a smile as he uttered squeals of
delight and relief. And as I held this valuable,
although repugnant, commodity now dripping over
the bowl, the tension broke and howls of laughter
erupted in this crowded little room. The crisis over,
I was dubbed one of the Rescue Heroes, although
it’s usually the helicopter that rescues the people.

Needless to say, we followed a regimen of disin-
fecting both the toy, the
boy, and me, to ensure
proper hygiene. Peace
and calm were once
again restored to the
household. And when
it was time for our vis-
itors to leave, the little
yellow helicopter flew
beside him on the air-
plane all the way
home. 

How do I love thee?
Your Baba loves thee
to the depth that my
soul (and hand) can
reach. 

“How do I love thee?”
A Baba’s Love
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E. Sawyer Financial

Suite 615 - 1445 Portage Avenue
Winnipeg, MB

R3G 3P4
Phone: (204) 984-9940
Fax:      (204) 984-9949

Email: esf@esf.ca

ERIC SAWYER, BA, CLU LINDSAY SAWYER FAY, BA,
CFP, CHS, CLU

Happy
Rosh Hashanah

“Suddenly the quiet was shattered with loud, explosive screams
and piercing cries. From all quarters, everyone rushed to the
bathroom in a panic. There was our little guy, sitting on the toi-
let, head in his hands, sobbing uncontrollably...” 
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Happy Rosh Hashanah 
to all our friends and clients. 
From sophisticated and comprehensive requirements  
of business enterprises to the personal needs 
of individuals, we understand that the greater 
the need, the more experience matters. 

pitblado.com

Shana Tova!

Anthony Weiner under investigation
for alleged sexting with a minor

(JTA) — The U.S.
Attorney’s Office in
Manhattan has launched
an investigation into
Anthony Weiner’s
alleged sexting with a
minor.

Prosecutors have
issued a subpoena for Weiner’s cellphone records,
CNN reported Thursday.

The allegations, which first appeared in the Daily
Mail on Wednesday, include that Weiner sent explic-
it texts to an unnamed 15-year-old girl for months,
dating back to January. The British tabloid also
reported that the former New York congressman
pressed the girl to dress up in “school girl outfits”
and indulge “rape fantasies,” and published shirtless
photos of Weiner that he allegedly sent to the girl.

Weiner, who was involved in two previous similar
scandals since 2011, when he resigned from the
House of Representatives, sent a statement to CNN.

"I have repeatedly demonstrated terrible judgment
about the people I have communicated with online
and the things I have sent," he said. "I am filled with
regret and heartbroken for those I have hurt. While I
have provided the Daily Mail with information
showing that I have likely been the subject of a hoax,
I have no one to blame but me for putting myself in
this position. I am sorry."

Weiner’s wife, Huma Abedin, a longtime aide to
Hillary Clinton, announced last month that she was
separating from him after the New York Post pub-
lished sexually suggestive messages sent between
him and an unnamed woman.

“If the reports are true, it's possibly criminal and it
is sick,” New York Gov. Andrew Cuomo said at a
news conference Thursday. “And frankly, I’ve heard
enough about Anthony Weiner and I think that goes
for all New Yorkers."

Oscars 2017: In first, Israel selects all-
Arabic film as its foreign language entry

(JTA) — For the first time, Israel has selected a
film entirely in Arabic to represent the country at the
Academy Awards.

“Sand Storm” won six Ophir Awards — Israel’s
equivalent of the Oscars given out by the Israeli
Academy of Film and Television — on Thursday,
including for best film. The winner of the best film
award is entered as Israel’s submission for the for-
eign film award at the next year’s Oscars.

A family drama set in the Bedouin community -- a
largely poor and often marginalized subset of the
Israeli population -- "Sand Storm" is the feature
debut for Elite Zexer, a Jewish Israeli. At this year’s
Sundance Film Festival, it won the Grand Jury Prize
in the World Cinema Dramatic section.

Miri Regev, Israel’s minister of culture and sport,
caused a stir at the Ophir Awards show in Ashdod,
walking out in protest while Arab-Israeli rapper
Tamer Nafar performed a poem by the late
Palestinian poet Mahmoud Darwish. Regev returned
to present the best film award and was loudly booed.

“I have a lot of tolerance for the ‘other,’ but I have
no tolerance for Darwish and anyone who wants to
eliminate Israel,” Regev said.



By REBECA KUROPATWA
Often we hear jokes about one profession or

other and laugh, usually because we can relate to
the dark humour in the jokes because of one or
more bad experiences we've had ourselves. 

There are few, if any people, who have not had
a bad experience with a contractor of some sort.
Yet, we often go back to that same contractor for
our next project, maybe because we simply want
to stick with someone we know and opting for
someone new can be hard. 

But, what if you work with someone who dis-
likes bad contractors at least as much as you, as
he too has been burned in the past?

That is the story of Amichai Bakerman (42), a
Canadian-Israeli who moved to Winnipeg in
1999. 

Originally from Kibbutz Gonen near Kiryat
Shmona, Bakerman spent a few years on anoth-
er kibbutz after his army service before moving
back to his mom’s birth-city, Winnipeg. His
mom, Sheila Bakerman (nee Lapkin) moved
from Winnipeg to Israel in the 1960s. 

Bakerman’s parents still live in Kibbutz
Gonen. His elder brother, Yair, and his family
live in another area in Israel, and his elder sister,
Eilat, and her family live in Toronto. 

Coming from a kibbutz where he spent count-
less hours in the fields tending crops and gar-
dens on the kibbutz, Bakerman says, “I had lit-
tle education to put on my resumé when I first arrived here. After meeting with
a career counsellor, I decided to go into cooking.”

Bakerman graduated at the top of his class at the Winnipeg Technical
College, while working to support himself at the Pony Corral Restaurant &
Bar on Grant Avenue. 

“Once I received my diploma, I was invited to join some of the chefs I
apprenticed with while at school,”  Bakerman says.

But, not long after, Bakerman found this career lacked the kind of variety he
needed. So, Bakerman next opted for a career as a Nikken Wellness consul-
tant, providing his clients with health and wellness alternative products. 

“These products and the company’s philosophy of life balance allied very
well with my thinking and deep desire to help people achieve a better quality
of life by sharing what I have learned,”  Bakerman notes.

While he still shares Nikken’s vision and products, and is still growing his
wellness business, Bakerman decided six years ago to also put his gardening
and landscaping experience to good use.

Bakerman started up a business offering gardening and landscaping, as well
as renovations and property management. 

“Playing outside is the way I was raised and gives me great joy, so why not
share that with other people?” Bakerman explains. “While the fundamentals
of the job are similar in most gardens, each project has unique challenges that
need to be overcome, and problem solving is one of my strong points.”

Some of the projects Bakerman has done this past year included building
patios, decks, and kitchens. He has also been involved in yard landscaping,

garden creation, and home and condominium man-
agement.

“I pride myself on my ability to listen, not only to
what is being said, but also for my clients’ reasons
for wanting something a certain way,” Bakerman
says. “This puts me in a unique position of thinking
outside the box and suggesting things they may not
have thought about that relate to their project. This
way, I can give them options and we can have a back
and forth that results in fruit beyond their original
expectation. We both learn in the process...I love
teaching and learning new things.”

Bakerman has also put his abilities to good use via
one of the biggest tourist attractions in Winnipeg –
The Forks Market. 

There, in a partnership between a company called,
“CitiGrow” (www.citigrow.ca) and The Forks
Market. A large plot of land in front of The Inn at the
Forks is being used to grow herbs, vegetables, and
edible flowers. Bakerman was hired to care for the
plot. 

“All the produce we grow used to be sold to com-
mercial kitchens, and most of it still does,”
Bakerman explains. “But, this year, CitiGrow also
started to offer memberships to their CSA
(Community Supported Agriculture), where mem-
bers pay $150/month throughout the summer and
fall for a supply of produce boxes that they pick up
on a weekly basis at various downtown locations.” 

CitiGrow has about 40 local plots throughout the
city where chemical-free vegetables, herbs, and edible flowers are grown.

“Being in such a prominent location gives me an opportunity to teach the
general public as well,” adds Bakerman. “I even get to teach visiting daycare
kids and Children’s Museum summer camp kids. 

“It also gives me a chance to show off some interesting plants and tech-
niques that people may not know about. Some of the garden’s highlights
this year were artichokes and cotton, and all the crops were planted in a
biodynamic pattern that minimized weeds.”

Working to change negative perceptions about contractors

Ami Bakerman with 
daughter, Calia, and friend at the Forks
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Ed. note: We  ran the first part of  a story by Lasha Mowchun about her
experiences in Israel back in our July 20 issue. In that story Lasha
explained how she came away from her time on a Birthright trip to Israel
with an even deeper sympathy for Palestinians than before she left.
Mowchun was one of a group of protesters outside the Negev Gala this past

June. I had stopped to
speak with the pro-
testers and, when
Mowchun questioned
me as to who I was, I
explained that I was
the publisher of The
Jewish Post & News.

Lasha said she was
quite familiar with the
paper. I invited her to
write something about
why she was part of a
group protesting the
Jewish National
Fund. In the follow-
ing second part of her
story, Lasha explains
her particular criti-
cism of the way in
which the JNF was
involved with the
building of Canada
Park following the
Six-Day War in 1967.
Lasha's piece is fol-
lowed by an article
written some years
ago by Alan Baker,
Canada's former
ambassador to Israel,
who  responds to  crit-

icisms that have been leveled at
the JNF over the building of
Canada Park.

By LASHA MOWCHUN 
When I got back to Winnipeg

(from Israel, following the
Birthright trip) I went to hear a
Palestinian man named Heidar
Abu Ghosh speak. Heidar is
from the village of Imwas, in
what is now the West Bank. On
June 5th, 1967 the Israeli army
occupied three villages - Imwas,
Yalo, Beit Nuba, and expelled
all the residents. Villagers were
then prevented from returning home after the Six Day war ended. The vil-
lages were razed and their names erased from maps, obliterating the recent
history of the land. 

Later on the JNF planted a park on top of the three former villages, called
Canada Park. This park was part of the project of amnesia. The park
obscures the memory of Imwas, Yalo and Beit Nuba by covering the rub-
ble in trees and putting up signs about local ecology which distract from the
ruins just beneath the forest cover.

There was rain predicted for the day of the JNF Negev Gala. We were
protesting out on the sidewalk and my clown makeup started to run. There
were other members of Independent Jewish Voices. My Palestinian friend,
Rana Abdullah, came with her husband Rafe, her mother, and her daughter
Jaffa. 

As we started stacking our cardboard boxes a well dressed woman ran up
to us and asked, “What are you doing?”

I tried to explain that we were assembling our cardboard boxes as hous-
es and knocking them down with a toy bulldozer to reenact the continuous
demolition of the Bedouin village of Al Arakib in the Negev. The demoli-
tion of the village is an ongoing project. It has been demolished and rebuilt
98 times and counting.The JNF’s role in the dispossession of the people of
Al Arakib is complex. Although the JNF has demolished houses them-
selves, the true obliteration is one of memory. In 2005 the JNF planted a
forest over top of the land where Al Arakib was situated. The former South
African Ambassador to Israel, Ismail Coovadia, decided to symbolically
return a certificate given to him by the JNF for 18 trees planted in his
honor. The Ambassadors forest creates a further obstacle for the persistent
Bedouins who seek to keep their foothold in their traditional territory. The
village of Al Arakib is one of many Bedouin villages in the Negev which
Israel refuses to recognize.

Twelve-year old-Jaffa, a descendent of refugees from 1947, was driving
the toy bulldozer at the pretend houses with a semi-automatic water pistol
on her back. I, the descendent of Holocaust survivors, threw myself dra-
matically in front of her bulldozer shouting, “Don’t destroy my mother’s
home!”

I have a Jewish friend who is very open minded whom I invited to the
protest. He told me that he couldn’t make it because he had a ticket to go
to the Gala with his father. I laughed. He told me that there was a lot of
commotion on the inside about what the crazy people on the sidewalk were
doing.

Eventually the cardboard got too wet and the pile stopped resembling a
village but instead it was a wet heap. 

My friend who was inside the event said that one of the JNF directors got
up on the stage and said something like, “Those people outside don’t know
anything. This event was is to raise money for women’s shelters. What ‘s
wrong with women’s shelters?”

I have nothing against women’s shelters, of course. That said, he did did not
address our points. We are knocking down Palestinian women’s houses
because they do not practice the correct religion. I want Jews to be in the
Holyland, to have self determination and self defense if it’s necessary, but I
don’t want to bulldoze the houses of non-Jews to make way for the state. 

Was Canada Park built on three destroyed Palestinian villages?

LASHA MOWCHUN 
protesting outside the

Negev Gala this past June
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Ed. note: This article first appeared in
response to an article written by Mira
Sucharov in a June 2015 issue of the
Canadian Jewish News titled “Is it time to
have a debate about the JNF?”
By ALAN BAKER

In light of some serious misconceptions in
Mira Sucharov’s column (“Is it time to have
a debate about the JNF?”), according to
which the land on which the Jewish
National Fund-administered Canada Park is

located was illegally stolen from Palestinians in contravention of the
Geneva Convention, the following points need to be made.

The land, including the former Arab villages that existed in what is now
Canada Park, was never part of any Palestinian state or entity. No such enti-
ty has ever existed, and hence the land could not have been “stolen” from
a non-existent entity that neither owned nor occupied it. 

During the 1948-49 War of Independence, in which, as is widely known,
Israel defended itself from a combined attack by neighbouring and local
Arab forces, the area in question, including the villages that were located
there, together with units of the Jordanian army, played an active and
strategic role in blocking the route to Jerusalem and in attacking and bom-
barding both Jerusalem itself and convoys driving to and from Jerusalem. 

In the 1949 Jordan-Israel armistice agreement, which terminated the hos-
tilities but left the issue of “territorial settlements or boundary lines” open
for future peace negotiations, the Latrun area, including what is now
Canada Park, was determined as “No-Man’s Land” and a demilitarized
zone between the forward lines of the forces, with strict limitations on any
military presence or activity therein, and remained so until the 1967 Six
Day War. 

The armistice demarcation line has never been considered to be a border
and has never been so designated by United Nations agencies or govern-
ments, including Canada.

During the course of the Six Day War, in which Jordan, despite Israeli
pleas not to do so, attacked Israel, the area fell under Israel’s control and
administration, together with the other West Bank areas of Judea and
Samaria. In light of its strategic location commanding the main route to
Jerusalem and the vital security implications involved, and in accordance
with Israel’s rights pursuant to the rules of armed conflict, the area was
declared by Israel to be a closed military area under strict military control,
and the presence of the few civilians who remained after the majority had
chosen to leave was prohibited. 

Since then, as part of its ongoing administration of the area, Israel has
undertaken to observe the relevant norms of international humanitarian
law, pending a final peace agreement and ultimate disposition of the terri-
tory. Any claims that Israel has annexed the area are without any basis. By
the same token, any Palestinian claims that this area is part of a Palestinian
state is utterly wrong.

This area, together with all other areas that fell under Israel’s control in
1967, are the subject of the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian peace negotiation
process pursuant to the 1993-95 Oslo accords signed by the Palestinian
leadership and Israel, and endorsed and witnessed by the major powers and
regional and international organizations.

Therefore the legal status of the area – including the area in which
Canada Park is located – is pending negotiation. It cannot be denominated
as “Palestinian territory,” since the Palestinians themselves are committed
to negotiating the permanent status of the area with Israel. It is therefore
governed by the special regime agreed upon by the Palestinians and Israel
under the Oslo accords.

In this framework, the Palestinians have agreed that Israel continues to
maintain full territorial control and jurisdiction over “Area C,” in which
Canada Park is located, subject to the outcome of the negotiations
on permanent status of the territory. Negotiations will presumably
cover the fate of the area in question.

As such, any claim that Israel’s administration of Canada Park is
in violation of the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention has
no basis in fact or law, since the convention is not applicable. 

The area of Canada Park contains remnants of Jewish Hasmonean and
Second Temple presence, including burial caves and ritual baths, as well as
of Roman and Crusader antiquities from later periods. Clearly, once the
negotiations on the permanent status of the areas are resumed, such historic
considerations will be part and parcel of the respective claims of the par-
ties.

Maintaining the area as a park in which its natural and historic character,
integrity and heritage are preserved and protected, falls squarely within the
requirements of international humanitarian law and cannot in any way be
described as a violation of the Geneva Convention.

Therefore any claim that Canada Park is in any way a violation of inter-
national law has no absolutely legal basis and is an utter misconception. 

Alan Baker served as the legal adviser to Israel’s Foreign Ministry and
Israel’s ambassador to Canada (2004-08). He participated in all the nego-
tiations between Israel and its neighbours on the drafting of the various
peace treaties and other agreements. 

Canada Park was legally built
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Wishing the Community  
  a Happy, Healthy and  
     Peaceful New Year

Devi
City Councillor • Old Kildonan Ward 
  Speaker of Council 
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By ANDREW TOBIN
TEL AVIV (JTA) – The Jewish state has near-

ly made it through another Jewish year and, as
always, there was plenty to kvetch about in 5776.

But Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New Year, is a
time to take stock and celebrate.

Before the shofar blowing begins, here are five
Israeli stories from the past year worth trumpet-
ing. Expect them to echo into 5777 and beyond.

The Olympics gave Israelis reason to hope.
For Israel, the margin between Olympic disap-

pointment and glory can be a single medal. The
country came up empty in 2012, but two Israeli
judokas grappled and leg-swept their way to
bronze at the Rio games in August.

Their fellow citizens rejoiced: Waving flags and
singing patriotic songs, hundreds thronged Ben
Gurion Airport to give Yarden Gerbi and Or
Sasson a hero’s welcome. The athletes were showered with flowers and
hugs, and were immortalized by countless selfies. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu later met with the judo team.

The Olympics have special meaning in Israel, where everyone remembers
the 1972 Munich massacre of 11 athletes and coaches by Palestinian terror-
ists. The Rio games kicked off with Lebanese athletes refusing to share a
bus to the opening ceremony with the Israeli delegation. And days before
Sasson won his medal, a defeated Egyptian adversary pointedly refused to
shake his hand. Israelis booed along with the crowd at the stadium.

Israel’s new medals brought the country’s total to nine since 1952.
Hoped-for windsurfing and rhythmic gymnastics successes proved elu-

sive – and, as usual, some Israelis bemoaned inadequate national invest-
ment in the Olympics.

Yet there were reasons to be buoyant. Seven Israelis made it to the finals
in Rio, and the country competed in 17 sports, up from 10 in London,
including three newer ones: golf, triathlon and mountain biking. Israel
Olympic Committee CEO Gili Lustig has promised to do “some thinking”
about improving Israel’s showing at Tokyo in 2020.

Israel made new friends in a hostile world.
As the Olympics reminded Israelis, their

country is unlikely to win any international
popularity contests. But in the past year, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s government
managed to find some new friends and poten-
tial allies.

Israel and Turkey officially reconciled recent-
ly following a six-year falling-out over the
Mavi Marmara affair. While the deal, signed in
June, may not make the countries BFFs again,
it should help them cooperate amid the chaos of
the Middle East. Exporting Israel’s natural gas
bounty and rebuilding the Gaza Strip are poten-
tial joint projects.

Meanwhile, the shared threats of Islamic
extremism and Iran have brought Israel closer
to the region’s Sunni Muslim states, even if

those states are loath to admit it. Weeks after a telling handshake with
Israel’s Foreign Ministry director-general, Dore Gold, Saudi government
adviser Anwar Eshki publicly led a Saudi delegation to Jerusalem. And
Gold flew to Cairo to reopen the Israeli Embassy there – four years after
protesters stormed the building and forced its closure.

In an update of former Prime Minister Golda Meir’s Africa policy,
Netanyahu toured the continent for four days in July. Offering Israeli high-
tech and security know-how and seeking diplomatic support, he was
received in country after country like the leader of a world power.

Looking east, Gold has said Israel is building new relations with Asia,
and Chinese investment in Israeli companies and venture capital funds has
reached record highs. Spurred by the civil war in Syria, Netanyahu and
Vladimir Putin are in regular contact, and the Russian president may be
plotting an Israeli-Palestinian peace push of his own. Who isn’t?

Haredi Orthodox men in Israel 
rolled up their sleeves.

A majority of haredi Orthodox men in Israel have jobs. That may not

5 feel-good stories from Israel that will echo into the Jewish New Year

36 THE JEWISH POST & NEWS, Wednesday, September 28, 2016

New Year story
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MLA for Tuxedo
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Kirkfield Park
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Nic   
CURRY
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Kildonan

Happy Rosh Hashanah!
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Janice  
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MLA for 
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MLA for 
Southdale

Cathy   
COX
MLA for 
River East

Continued on next page.

Israeli judoka Ori Sasson, wearing his
Olympic bronze medal, arriving at Ben
Gurion Airport near Tel Aviv from the Rio
games, Aug. 15, 2016. (Roy Alima/Flash90)



seem worth blowing the shofar about, but
it’s a first. Since officials started keeping
track, most of the demographic has been out
of work.

In 2015, the workforce participation rate
for haredi men was 52 percent, part of a 12-
year rise since the figure was 36 percent in
2003, Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics
reported in February. Haredi men in Israel
have long preferred Torah study to work or
army service, living off yeshiva stipends,
state benefits and perhaps their wives’
salaries.

Haredi women are even better represented
in the workforce at a rate of 73 percent,
according to the government – more or less
the same as among secular Israeli women.
Israel’s overall workforce participation rate
is 80 percent.

Many observers see a larger trend of hare-
di society opening up to the outside world due in part to public and private
investment – despite successful haredi reversal of political reforms aimed
at integrating the community. Today, an estimated 11,000 haredi Jews are
studying at institutes of higher education, 5,000 are in the army and most
are said to have internet access.

On a seemingly related note, haredi birth rates have fallen. A surge in the
relative size of haredi preschool enrollment during the first decade of the
millennium provoked much handwringing about the growing economic
and social burden. But the trend has quietly reversed, with haredi schools
accounting for less than 23 percent of preschoolers in 2015, down from
more than 25 percent in 2008, according to the Taub Center for Policy
Studies in Israel.

The share of preschoolers in Arab-Israeli schools has fallen even further.
But the government has some work to do to reach its goal of putting more
Arab women to work.

More women than ever were making Israel’s laws.
The 28 women elected to Israel’s parliament in 2015 set a record. Since

then, political reshuffling has seen the number move a little higher.
When Avigdor Liberman became defense minister in June, his Knesset

seat went to Yulia Malinovsky, a member of his hawkish Yisrael Beiteinu
party – sending the number of female lawmakers to 33. That’s right, more
than a quarter of the 120 legislative seats are now occupied by women.

These lawmakers span the political spectrum. From left to right, there is
the anti-Zionist firebrand Haneen Zoabi of the Arab Joint List; peacenik
Zehava Galon, the chairwoman of Meretz, and self-described “religious
right-winger” Tzipi Hotovely of the ruling Likud. Notably absent are any
haredi Orthodox women, whose parties prohibit them from running.

Four of the 21 government ministers are also women: Justice Minister
Ayelet Shaked of Jewish Home; Culture and Sport Minister Miri Regev
and Minister for Social Equality Gila Gamliel, both of Likud, and
Immigrant Absorption Minister Sofa Landver of Yisrael Beiteinu.

Despite the ideological diversity, the women lawmakers sometimes come
together to tackle issues related to
women, including in the Knesset’s
Committee on the Status of Women
and Gender Equality. Given law-
makers’ personal experience, sexu-
al harassment may well be on the
agenda when the Knesset starts its
winter session in October.

The government backed adding
Sunday to the Israeli weekend.
It’s not often that something hap-

pens with the potential to redefine
how an entire country understands
the relationship between time and
space.

But that something happened in
Israel in June, when ministers
approved a bill that would give
Israelis six three-day weekends a
year starting in 2017 as a step
toward making Sunday a day off.
The legislation is to be reworked in
committee before going to the full
Knesset for voting. 

Israeli weekends now run from
Friday afternoon through Saturday
to accommodate the Jewish
Sabbath and Muslim Friday
prayers. Many Israelis don’t work
on Friday. But for religiously

observant Jews, Shabbat rules prevent them from driving or visiting most
entertainment venues from Friday night until Saturday night, allowing pre-
cious little time for fun.

Economists are divided on the merits of adding Sunday to the weekend.
Supporters argue the plan would boost the economy by syncing Israel with
the rest of the world and promoting consumption by a wider swath of
Israeli society. Opponents worry it would reduce productivity, with obser-
vant Jews and Muslims getting less done on Fridays, and everyone poten-
tially struggling through longer days to compensate for the long weekend. 

But c’mon: Sunday Funday!
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Justice Minister Ayelet
Shaked speaking in
Jerusalem at a swearing-
in ceremony for judges,
July 28, 2016. Shaked is
one of four female gov-
ernment ministers in
Israel. 



By ELIANA SALZMAN
(Kveller via JTA) – I’m not sure where to begin. I first want to say that

my synagogue – and I think synagogues in general – have done a really
great job of welcoming congregants who have converted, are intermarried,
and are in gay and lesbian marriages. My synagogue also welcomes adopt-
ed children and Jews of color. It is still mainly an Ashkenazi population,
but it quickly is becoming more diverse. The rabbi, cantor and board of
trustees have worked hard and continue to work to make the synagogue
inclusive.

But there is one population that seems to be left out: single parents. I
think I speak for most single parents when I say we didn’t marry with the
intention of divorcing. Unfortunately, divorce happens for all sorts of rea-
sons, which oftentimes are private and painful. And as welcoming as syn-
agogues have become of non-traditional families, the one thing they have
in common is they remain two-parent households. Shira may have two
imas, but there are TWO parents in Shira’s house.

Many single parents have fewer financial and emotional resources than
married parents and less time to volunteer. And while the divorce papers
may have been signed, single parents are often dealing many years later with
uncooperative ex-spouses and the shifting landscape of children’s custody.

When I was married, I was a super-volunteer at my synagogue and loved
being involved. I knew well the rabbi, cantor and religious school director.
When they asked me to take leadership roles in various areas of synagogue
life, I was happy to contribute.

Then I divorced. My ex-husband met with the cantor to discuss his feel-
ings about the split, so it clearly wasn’t a secret. Yet for all the time and

energy I had generously devoted to the synagogue, no one called or reached
out to me. The group that arranges meals and transportation for sick con-
gregants never called to see if I wanted a few meals delivered. I had to
apply for reduced dues since my ex-husband was the main breadwinner.

I was already feeling ashamed and embarrassed due to my divorce, and I
felt the synagogue, my second home, was ashamed of me and my failed
marriage. Instead of lifting me up when I needed the most help, the con-
gregation let me down.

I still feel committed to Judaism and living Jewishly, but I am conflicted
about Jewish institutions. I don’t feel like my synagogue has a place for
people like me, and I also feel that there is little compassion or under-
standing for single parents. I don’t need a support group; I need support.

There is an unspoken stigma regarding divorce in the Jewish community.
The failure of a marriage implies that something is “wrong” – abuse, addic-
tion, affairs, mental illness. In addition, success in the Jewish world is
almost always defined as highly educated, capable of self-support and able
to maintain a functioning family. So when my marriage fell apart, it was
logical that I felt like a failure.

A phone call from the rabbi or cantor acknowledging the challenges my
family and I were facing would have gone a long way in easing my frustra-
tion and disillusionment. As it stands now, since I am outside the normative
two-parent family, I’m not sure what or where my next steps will be.

(Eliana Salzman is the pen name of a single mom of two teenagers.)
Kveller is a thriving community of women and parents who convene

online to share, celebrate and commiserate their experiences of raising
kids through a Jewish lens.Visit Kveller.com.

What I wish synagogues knew about single parents
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As 32 out of Boys
Town Jerusalem’s 100
seventh graders took
their places in class on
the first day of school,
their teacher Rabbi
Yosef Ben Zruel sur-
veyed the rows of anx-
ious students with a
smile. “I look at you and
I see myself,” he told
them. “I remember my
mother bringing me by
bus to Boys Town on my
first day of school in
seventh grade.  We have
a lot in common!” 

Like their teacher, the
current students come
from difficult and disad-
vantaged backgrounds;
broken homes, unemploy-
ment, poverty, neglect
and abuse. Although
many students are Israeli,
the school also has boys
who have come from
Ethiopia, France and
Russia. As situations
around the world become
more difficult, parents are
sending their children to Boys Town where they
know they will be well educated and properly
cared for. The school, one of Israel’s finest insti-
tutions of learning, provides a safe haven for 900
boys annually who might otherwise have no
place to go.  

The school focuses on preparing the boys to be
productive citizens of tomorrow, benefitting the
State of Israel and beyond as many of the students
eventually work for international companies. The
graduates proudly serve in the military, and then
go on to careers in business, hi-tech, medicine or
education like their teacher.

Now in his forties, “Rabbi Yossi” notes that he
gained vital teaching skills from that first day at
Boys Town onward. “I teach what I learned from
my own teachers, who gave me tools for life.” Yet
his journey to become a member of the faculty of
Boys Town Jerusalem took several decades to
complete. After graduating with honors in 1991
from BTJ’s Electronics Department, Ben Zruel
served a three-year term of duty in the Israeli Air
Force. He then entered university to pursue
advanced electronics studies before realizing that
he’d taken the wrong turn. “I always wanted to be
a teacher,” he confessed. Turning then to educa-
tion and Jewish studies, Ben Zruel became a
rabbi and taught elementary school for nearly
twenty years. 

Three years ago, he was delighted to accept a
job at his Boys Town Jerusalem alma mater. “I
walked back into the school, and everything had
changed. Except, of course, for the students. As in
my days, I saw boys struggling to grow and
develop, to overcome hardships, and to meet the
demanding BTJ curriculum that combines acade-
mic, technological and Jewish studies.” 

That’s when Rabbi Yossi Ben Zruel knew
immediately that his course of teaching had
already been charted. “I tell my students what my
teacher (Rabbi Elimelech Yaakov, today a BTJ
principal) told us: ‘You are the elite! You are the
finest, most capable students to have ever studied
here!’ That lifted our spirits, and spurred us to

believe in ourselves and to soar.”    

The emotional and psychological problems
that plague the students take a heavy toll on
their wellbeing. For many, there is no food at
home and the three nutritious meals provided by
the school are so important.
Dealing with these issues is an
integral challenge to a Boys
Town Jerusalem teacher,
Rabbi Yossi admits. “I tell all
my students, as I was taught, if
you fall, get up. Believe in
yourself. Be curious about
your world, and learn as much
as you can so that you can
give to others.”

To his students’ joy, Rabbi
Yossi often expands the cur-
riculum beyond the classroom
walls. “Boys Town once
taught practical courses in car-
pentry, mechanics, and print-
ing. In today’s technological
world, I still find it essential to
learn to build from scratch.”
Last year he carefully instruct-
ed his students in the ancient
Middle East art of building a
“tabun” oven from clay and
stone to bake pita bread.  

“Perhaps it’s crazy to be a
teacher,” he muses, “but it’s
clearly a mission of love.
Hopefully my students will
someday continue the circle of
passing on the gift of knowl-
edge and energy for life.” 

With the help of its many
generous and loyal supporters,
Boys Town Jerusalem will be
able to keep providing hope,
encouragement and opportu-
nity to thousands of disadvan-
taged boys. 
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Innovative Boys Town Jerusalem teacher 
shares a lot in common with his students

Rabbi Yosef Ben Zruel in class at Boys Town Jerusalem
Boys Town Jerusalem is one of Israel's premier institutions for edu-
cating the country's next generation of leaders in the fields of tech-
nology, commerce, education, the military and public service. Since
its founding in 1948, BTJ has pursued its mission of turning young
boys from limited backgrounds into young men with limitless
futures.  From Junior High through the college level, the three part
curriculum at Boys Town - academic, technological and Torah - is
designed to turn otherwise disadvantaged Israeli youth into pro-
ductive citizens of tomorrow.  The campus, located on 18 acres in
the Bayit Vegan neighborhood of Jerusalem, is a home away from
home for its more than 850 students. More than 7,000 graduates
hold key positions throughout Israeli society.



By HARRIS GULKO
I recall quite clearly instances in my childhood that

might have pointed in that direction. My earliest
memory of hearing about fund-raising was when I
was perhaps eight years old. That would be about
1935. I used to receive an allowance of five cents a
week – we called it my pay-day nickel. When my
father came home on Thursdays from Tip Top Tailors
with his pay packet, he gave me a nickel – but he put
a quarter into JNF blue charity box! I recall resenting
that he put so much more in that box than he gave to
me. It made me angry to think that this blue “pushka”

got five times the sum I received! 
Unable to control myself, I finally burst out and accused my father of lov-

ing that “stupid box” more than he loved his own son! With a quiet and dig-
nified patience my father replied to this effect: “My son, the money I give
you, you spend on candy and that is fine. But the money I put in that box
will help the Jewish People to return to Palestine - the ancient Land of the
Jewish People. Maybe I won’t live to see it, but with God’s help you will
see the Jews return to Palestine. And we must all do our share to hasten that
day. And it would give me great pleasure if, when you grow up, you help
the Jewish People reclaim our ancestral homeland.” So one can imagine
with what delight my father lived to see be become the head of the Jewish

National Fund of
Canada!

My very first fund-
raising experience for
the JNF emerged after
the United Nations
resolution was passed
on 19 November
1947 to establish the
new State of Israel.
The Toronto Jewish
community sponsored
a mass meeting in
Massey Hall to mark
and celebrate this
milestone decision. I
organized a cash col-
lection at the
entrance, and instruct-
ed my co-volunteers
to hold collection
plates out of sight,
and ask affluent-
looking people as they
came in: “How much
is the new Jewish
State worth?” 

After the person
made an enthusiastic
and positive reply
they were to produce
and rattle the collec-
tion plate. Somewhat
crude perhaps and
primitive, but never-
theless very effec-
tive.

Selling dresser sets
is a far cry from
fundraising, but my
short experience in

selling these sets of toilet articles during the Christmas school break while
I was in high school made me realize very early on that most people believe
what they want to believe – and that this applies to experienced business-
men no less than to young people just starting out. I bought a supply of
dresser sets from the manufacturer to sell to retail stores 

He explained to me the facts of his business life. He sold his products to
both drug and jewelry stores. For each he provided a different style at the
same price and each marked them up differently, notwithstanding it was the
identical item. Accordingly he would sell style “A” only to jewelry stores,
and to drug stores he sold style “B”. Both were made with the same
machinery, by the same workmen, using the same material – only the style
was different. He cautioned me not to sell the wrong style to either type of
customer.

One day I got a call from a jeweler asking me to see him that same day.
After I parked my car and was walking towards his store, I passed a drug
store and was shocked to realize I had sold them a set from the style that I
was supposed to sell only to jewelry stores. I was sure the jeweler had
called me to chastise me for selling the identical item to his competitor so
I resolved to apologize to the jeweler and to immediately take back what-
ever sets he still had in the store and of course refund his money on the
spot. 

Imagine my surprise when he greeted me with a big smile and said he
wanted to place an additional order for immediate delivery. He added that
he was selling the sets quickly, and attributed that to the fact that “the guy
down the street is selling what must be cheap Japanese imitations for less
money, but obviously of much lower quality. People see that junk and then
come in to my store to buy the real McCoy.” That happened over 60 years
ago. I recall it in all its detail – and am still not sure if I was morally and
ethically correct in remaining silent and in profiting from my mistake –
albeit I made the mistake accidentally and innocently.

Maybe – just maybe – growing up with dyslexia was for me a blessing in
disguise. I was a voracious reader, and had a better command of English
than “normal” kids my age. But I always was made to feel different.
Between being dyslexic and having an unusual surname - I should say
names because both Harris is unusual as a given name and Gulko as a sur-
name– I really was different. So maybe in fighting for my place in the sun
I found successes in places where “others feared to tread”. Half a century
or more ago who wanted to be a professional fundraiser? My father-in-law
saw me as a nice young man but was not happy his daughter was getting
involved with a man working for the community. Such positions in those
days were often considered unreliable and usually not well-paid.

For a short while before I became a professional fund-raiser I sold life
insurance. One day I read a story about a soda jerk (see note below) whose
sales were the highest in the county. Reading it, I had an epiphany: The
exceptional sales record of that soda jerk motivated the sales supervisor to
see how that man operated. All the other clerks would ask a customer if he
wanted an egg in his soda, and 99% replied in the negative. But this man
had two bowls of eggs handy just below the counter. He would put one egg
in one hand and two eggs in the other, and presenting them to the customer
- virtually his face -would ask “One egg or two”?

Although most people usually bought a soda with no eggs, when pre-
sented with this surprising choice, the majority would opt for one. A soda
without eggs cost five cents; ten cents with one egg added, and fifteen cents
with two eggs. The mentor who trained me in selling insurance instructed
me to present my proposal to the prospective client, and then to ask him
politely if he was ready to buy the policy. But after reading this story I
decided to paraphrase the soda jerk’s question and ask my prospect if pay-
ing for the policy in monthly installments would be more convenient than
making annual payments. Thus, I attempted to shift the client’s thinking
from buying or not buying, to choosing the better method of payment.
Obviously it made no difference to me how he paid – so long as he agreed
to buy the policy.

Was I fated to be a professional fundraiser?
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Donald Trump lauds Israel’s use of 
profiling to prevent terror attacks

(JTA) – Republican presidential nominee Donald Trump lauded Israel
for its success in using racial profiling to prevent terror attacks. 

In a phone interview September 19 with “Fox & Friends,” the network’s
morning show, Trump said that U.S. police are afraid to consider religion
or ethnicity when identifying suspects as potential terrorists. 

“Our police are amazing. Our local police, they know who a lot of these
people are,” Trump said in the interview. “They’re afraid to do anything
about it because they don’t want to be accused of profiling and they don’t
want to be accused of all sorts of things. 

“You know, in Israel they profile. They’ve done an unbelievable job, as
good as you can do. They see somebody that’s suspicious, they will pro-
file. They will take that person and they’ll check out.” 

The interview came after the FBI announced that it was searching for a
naturalized Afghan citizen, Ahmad Khan Rahami, 28, of New Jersey, in
connection with an explosion in a New York City neighborhood and at a
New Jersey train station. 

Trump continued to press the profiling issue. 
“Look what’s going on. Do we really have a choice?” he asked. “They’re

trying to be so politically correct in our country and this is only going to
get worse. This isn’t going to get better.” 

Trump has previously cited Israel’s success in using profiling to prevent
terror attacks. 

ADL hires technology director 
to combat cyber anti-Semitism

(JTA) – The Anti-Defamation League has created a
position dedicated to fighting anti-Semitism and bigotry
on the internet. 

The hiring of Brittan Heller, a lawyer who has prose-
cuted cyber crime at the U.S. Department of Justice and
the International Criminal Court in The Hague, follows
the ADL’s formation of a task force earlier this year to
combat online harassment of Jewish journalists. 

Heller will be the
group’s first director
of technology and
society, the ADL
announced Monday. 

From her base in
Northern California’s
Silicon Valley, Heller
will work to reduce
hateful rhetoric on the
internet in collabora-
tion with technology
companies and law
enforcement. 

Heller, a graduate of
Yale Law School, has
herself been a victim
of cyber harassment.
In 2009, she and a fel-
low Yale alumna set-
tled a high-profile
lawsuit against a
group of online com-
menters who posted
sexually explicit com-
ments about them. 

Note: The term ‘soda jerk’ came
from the “jerking” action the server

would use to swing the soda fountain handle back and forth Soda fountains
in drugstores were current from the early 20th century, until the end of the
Second World War.

When I was about ten years old, I learned that presentation trumps price!
Because money was always in short supply, and as I wanted to supplement
my weekly five-cent allowance, I tried my hand at selling peanuts in the
neighbourhood amateur baseball field. I did make some money, but much
more important I gained significant experience about presentation. There
were a number of other kids also selling peanuts. I intuitively – at that very
early age - realized that I had to be different to stand out from the crowd.
The other kids packaged their peanuts in old, previously used big paper
bags or rolled up in old newspapers. I bought new little paper bags so that
my product appeared infinitely superior to the others. As a result I sold
more peanuts than any of the other kids. The need to be different remained
with me throughout my professional career. Moreover, that was the begin-
ning of the realization that in selling, presentation is a very important ele-
ment - trumping price! This awareness remained with me throughout my
professional career

In 1948, when I was 20 years old, I was responsible for the establishment
of Camp Shalom, a full-fledged summer camp providing me with lasting
self-confidence that made me a successful fund-raiser and indeed served
me well throughout my life. The Zionist Organization of Canada agreed to
buy a camp for Young Judaea near Toronto, if we found a suitable proper-
ty. I found the property that was to become Camp Shalom, at Gravenhurst,
Ontario. It had been a small summer resort, called “Silver Birch Lodge”. I
arranged for its purchase, and became its first Director. Because I was not
due to attain age 21 until October, the licenses, directorship etc. had to be
issued in the name of Al Zimmerman, who was to take over from me as
camp director at the end of the camp season .

The staff I organized that first year included my friends, Dave and Helen
Marks and Bernie Riegler. My mother Nancy Gulko was the camp mother.
My wife-to-be Blanche Stoll came out on weekends to do the bookkeep-
ing. We all worked as volunteers; I hired the camp cook and nurse. Camp
Shalom is one of the oldest successful Jewish camps in Canada and is still
thriving 66 years after I was instrumental in its establishment. Finding,
buying, organizing and directing a full-fledged summer camp at age 20
convinced me that there was very little I could not do. It was this lasting
self-confidence that made me a successful fund-raiser and indeed served
me well throughout my life

My first job was as a salesman for a printing company owned by a friend.
I must have been a good salesman because after about a year a competitor
saw that often I obtained orders from clients who chose to deal with me,
rather than with him. Seeing me as a new young hot-shot salesman, he
offered me a position with his firm. I immediately alerted him to the fact
that virtually all my clients were “house clients” - customers of the com-
pany I was working for that had been assigned to me. I told him that after
working with them for only a year I seriously doubted if they would quit
the firm I was working with and come along with me to his company.

He replied that this was no problem; he, too, had many house clients that
he would assign to me. He proposed that I work with those current clients
of his while seeking new ones. I accepted his offer, but after a very short
period what I had feared became a fact. Virtually none of the clients of my
former employer agreed to switch to my new employer, and I was not yet
successful in obtaining very many new ones. So he fired me. He fired me
on the Friday prior to the Sunday I was getting married! As an ironic twist,
he said to tell my parents they need not pay for the wedding invitations
they had ordered from him - that it was to be a wedding gift! I was twen-
ty-one years old. During the balance of my life I had occasion to resign
from several position, but I was never fired again.
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Brittan Heller



By ANDREW TOBIN
TEL AVIV (JTA) – It’s not every

day you see a dog getting a massage.
But in this Israeli city, somehow it
seems expected.

At Tel Aviv’s first official dog fes-
tival, hundreds of dogs took over
Yehoshua Park and its dog park on a
Friday afternoon. As canine cus-
tomers wandered among vendors
selling dog-related products and ser-
vices, a DJ kept tails wagging with
pop hits.

One of the longest massages of the
day went to a luxuriating yellow
Labrador mix. Nearby, a pair of well-
kept poodles snacked on maki tuna
rolls and posed for professional pho-
tos. Leashed shoppers sampled
organic gluten-free kibble, tried on
boutique collars and leashes, and
eyed bespoke dog tags and local
dog-themed art.

Orange Tel Aviv-branded dog bowls were regularly refilled with bottled
water.

Meanwhile, the dogs’ owners mingled and forked over the necessary
shekels, seemingly unfazed by their reduced role in the whole affair. After
all, Tel Aviv is a dog city. The reasons for that are both global and local.

“Everywhere in the world is fighting for the creative class, and one of the
ways to do that is to make life better for those people in the city,” Mira

Marcus, Tel Aviv’s
international press
director, told JTA. “I
think many creative
people are dog own-
ers. Many times, when
I walk into a startup
company in Tel Aviv,
there are dogs every-
where. It’s very, very
common for people to
bring their dogs to
work here.”

This city is home to
25,000 registered
dogs, along with more
than 400,000 people.
Ahead of its dog festi-

val, called Kelaviv (a portmanteau of “kelev,”
Hebrew for “dog,” and Tel Aviv), Tel Aviv
declared itself the friendliest world city for dogs,
with the most dogs per capita.

(New York City’s Economic Development
Corporation might beg to differ, putting the num-
ber of dogs in the Big Apple at 600,000 with a
population of 8.4 million humans, or 1 percentage
point higher than Tel Aviv – but who’s counting?) 

Dogs crowd the streets of Tel Aviv, encouraged
by its year-round sunshine and walkability.
They’re allowed in most cafés, stores and even
high-end restaurants, as well as on city buses
and trains and in taxi vans. Tel Aviv boasts 70
dog parks and four dog beaches. The regular
parks and legally dog-free beaches have their fair
share of canine visitors, too, many of them off-
leash regardless of regulations.

True, most of Israel’s nearly 400,000 dogs don’t
live in Tel Aviv. But like elsewhere in the world,
an increasing number of Israelis are migrating to
the city, and many of them want dogs. The num-
ber of dogs in Tel Aviv has more than tripled since

1996, according to the city.
Israeli experts on human-dog relations said the animals play the role of

children in the lives of urban millennials, who are waiting longer than ever
to marry. For Israelis, whose national culture has roots in the ethos of the
kibbutz, dogs may also help ease the isolation of urban life, they said.

“We still have a very strong memory of our collectivist past, and dogs
help us cope with the loneliness of the postmodern present,” Orit Hirsch-
Matsioulas, a doctoral student in anthropology at Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev, told JTA. “We opened the apartment door to dogs and made
them part of the family. People understand their dogs as their own chil-
dren.”

Florencia Aventuriny, a 27-year-old media manager, and Hod Kashtan, a
31-year old software engineer, each had a dog in tow at Kelaviv. In the
month the two Tel Avivians have been dating, their dogs, Sandy and Chuni,
have been part of the relationship.

“I grew up with a dog outside Tel Aviv, and it was nice, but not the same,”
Aventuriny said. “In Tel Aviv you take your dog everywhere, and he’s part
of your community.”

Perhaps more than other urbanites, Tel Avivians demand that their dogs
be accommodated. Businesses know barring dogs means losing business
and that they would likely hear about it on Facebook. It helps that Tel Aviv
is an informal city, in an informal country, where T-shirts and sandals are
appropriate attire at most restaurants, not to mention weddings. Even Hotel
Montefiore, a premier local restaurant and hotel, welcomes dogs.

Many businesses leave out bowls of water for thirsty dogs. Some go even
further. Asaf Gorelik, 34, was at Kelaviv with his girlfriend, Dana Galant,
and his two adopted dogs, Nelly and Rahat. Gorelik owns a trendy Tel Aviv
barber shop chain called Barberia, where next month he will be selling
posters of rescued pit bulls sitting in his retro barber chairs to raise money
for a charity that rehabilitates the animals.

“I love dogs, and I always wanted to help,” Gorelik told JTA. “Dogs are
an accepted part of Tel Aviv. When I leave the city, people are like, ‘What
are you doing bringing dogs in here?’”

More and more Tel Aviv-based businesses exist specifically to serve
dogs. You can’t walk more than a few blocks in the city without coming
across a pet store. Many such businesses were at Kelaviv, including high-
tech startups like DogMen, a fast-growing dog walking service that sends
owners photographs of their dogs on Whatsapp, and Dogiz, an app that
helps owners find dog walkers in their neighborhood and lets them track
the walks in real time.

“The market is growing along with the urban population,” Dogiz CEO
Alon Zlatkin told JTA, noting there are now six dog walking and doggie
day care companies in the city. “Our research shows millennials in Tel
Aviv, as in Europe, are more focused on their careers. Their dogs are like
their kids, and they need a solution while they’re working long hours.”

The city of Tel Aviv must answer to dog owners, too. Though there is
more than one dog park every square kilometer, according to the city, some
Tel Aviv residents complained that they had to walk 15 minutes to reach
one and they would like more greenery for their pooches to play in. Dog
parks have even become part of political campaigns in municipal elections.

Kelaviv was the brainchild of Tal Hollander, a Tel Aviv resident who was
in Yehoshua Park with his dog when he was struck with inspiration. He
contacted the city, which helped him plan the event over several months.

“Many people had doubts about this,” Hollander told JTA. “How will the
dogs behave? That was the biggest question. But I had faith in the dogs,
and I was lucky to find a nice girl at the city who wanted to help.”
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Happy Rosh Hashanah from
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Happy & Healthy
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Personal Care
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Why Tel Aviv is so crazy about dogs

A dog walker plying his trade 
on a bicycle in central Tel Aviv



By BERNIE BELLAN
Try this one on for size: You’re walking

through a shopping mall when a young person –
probably between the age 20-25, and speaking
with a pronounced Hebrew accent, accosts you,
asking whether he or she can rub some cream on
your arm. Before you know it, you’re being
pitched to buy some very over priced Dead Sea
products.

You won’t have that experience in Winnipeg
any more; the last shopping mall that had a Dead
Sea products kiosk was St. Vital Shopping
Centre, but the Mall management did not renew
that kiosk’s lease in 2015 due to customer com-
plaints. Also, if you are one of the many shop-
pers who actually did like Dead Sea products
(notwithstanding the outrageous prices at those
kiosks), you’d be hard pressed to find them any-
where else in Winnipeg. (Last year, in an attempt
to discover just which stores in Winnipeg carried
Israeli products of any kind, I did find some
Dead Sea products at The Bay Polo Park, but it
was a very limited selection. As well, from time
to time Winner’s carries Dead Sea products, but
consumers are cautioned to look at the expiry
dates on those products.)

The irony in all this is that Dead Sea products
are actually held in high esteem by millions of
people around the world. It’s the huckstering
marketing techniques that are so commonly
associated with the products that have led to the
negative connotations that often spring into indi-
viduals’ minds when they hear the name “Dead
Sea products”.

Now, in an attempt to fill the void left by the
scarcity of Dead Sea products in Winnipeg, local
entrepreneur David Marr has started his own
business, called DnA wellness, which has avail-
able a complete line of Dead Sea products that
can be purchased either right here in Winnipeg
or online through Marr’s website www.dnawell-
ness.ca.

Marr’s background in retail is extensive. He
grew up in Portage la Prairie, where his late
father, Moe, owned a ladies’ clothing store
known as Marr Fashions.

“I grew up in the business,” explains David
Marr. “I would go there after school, sweep the
floors; I learned from the ground up.”

At one time Moe Marr owned seven different
stores in various locations. In 1983 the Marr
family moved to Winnipeg, where Moe Marr
opened a warehouse to serve the different stores.
But, by 1989, after a severe worldwide reces-
sion, and after 27 years in business, Moe Marr

decided to cease oper-
ations.

David Marr went to
work for SAAN
Stores, where he was
a ladies’ wear buyer.
In 1999, however,
SAAN Stores down-
sized, but Marr soon
found work with
Nygaard Internatio-
nal, first as a buyer,
eventually rising to
the position of mer-
chandise manager for
the retail division.

Anyone familiar
with the Nygaard
name would under-
stand though when
David Marr says that,
after seven years
working for that com-
pany, he was “burned
out”.

“I took a sabbatical” for a while, Marr says. In
2012 Marr went to work at Michael Hill
Jewellers in Polo Park, something he did for
three years.

In 2015 Marr decided to strike out on his own.
Marr notes that he himself suffers from psoriasis
and has used Dead Sea products personally since
2008. He says that when he started using Dead
Sea products, they worked so much better than
the drugs he had been prescribed by a dermatol-
ogist that he stopped using the prescription drugs
completely.   Well aware of the scarcity of Dead
Sea products in Winnipeg – and of the poor rep-
utation that merchandisers of Dead Sea products
had, Marr decided to begin researching suppliers
of Dead Sea products who could provide high
quality products at reasonable prices. After
investigating who was out there, Marr found a
company known as MERSEA, which has a fac-
tory in Ashdod, Israel. It turned out that
MERSEA has a very strong presence in Europe,
but none in North America.

Subsequently, Marr entered into an arrange-
ment with MERSEA whereby he obtained distri-
bution rights for the Canadian market. (Marr
explains that, as much as he would like to be
able to sell MERSEA products in the U.S. as
well, regulatory restrictions make it all but
impossible to ship to there from Canada.) By
January of this year, Marr had begun operations
as DnA wellness.

In order to minimize overhead and keep prices
as low as possible, Marr decided to base his
operations out of his home at 1125 Rue des
Trappistes in St. Norbert (which he shares with
his wife Kimberly).  “My garage is my distribu-
tion centre,” he notes. “I invite people to come to
my home showroom to see and try our prod-
ucts.”

As well, Marr says that he brings his products
to people’s homes, often for groups at product
demonstration evenings. His website displays
prices for all the MERSEA products he carries,
so anyone can see for themselves how reason-
ably priced they are, in comparison with other
Dead Sea lines.

One area in which Marr anticipates having
particular success, he says, is in catering to the
many individuals who suffer from dermatitis on
their hands stemming from the workplace. The
“body peeling” exfoliator and Shea Butter mois-
turiser for dead skin are extremely effective,
Marr says.

Given the popularity of Dead Sea products,
moreover, Marr adds that he is looking for oth-
ers who might be interested in selling the line of

MERSEA products that he is carrying. His pri-
mary goal, he notes, is to distribute the products
through retail locations, spas, and resorts as well
as sell directly to the consumer through the DnA
wellness on line store. In the meantime, if you
might be interested in holding a product sam-
pling evening or becoming a product specialist
and sell the product yourself, you can contact
him either at 204-881-3454 or at
dmarr@dnawellness.ca.
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Local entrepreneur David Marr hopes to restore tainted image of
Dead Sea products by selling directly to customers
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DAVID MARR grew up in the fashion indus-
try, working for his late father, Moe Marr, of
Marr Fashions.



Pumpkin Flowers: An Israeli Soldier’s Story
by Matti Friedman (Signal, published 2016, 242 pages )
Reviewed by MARTIN ZEILIG

“This is a book about
the lives of young peo-
ple who finished high
school and then found
themselves in a war—
in a forgotten little cor-
ner of a forgotten little
war, but one that has
nonetheless reverberat-
ed in our lives and in
the life of our country
and the world since it
ended one night in the
first spring of the new
century,” writes author
Matti Friedman in the
preface to the incisive
first person narrative of
Pumpkin Flowers,
which was published
this year. “Anyone
looking for the origins
of the Middle East of
today would do well to
look closely at these
events.”

He provides ample
evidence of that asser-
tion in his graceful
account.

Pumpkin Flowers is
what one could call “a
generational book,”

similar, in some ways for
instance, to George Orwell’s
writing about his personal expe-
riences and observations in the
Spanish Civil War in Homage
to Catalonia —  a compelling
and insightful first person narra-
tive of one’s personal experi-
ence in battle . The book is also
informed by Friedman’s own
readings in history, literature
and poetry coming out of past

wars.
The author of The Aleppo Codex, which won the 2014 Sami Rohr Prize, the

ALA Sophie Brody Medal and the AlA Sophie Brody Medal, the Canadian
Jewish Book Award, and other awards, Friedman, who was born and raised in
Toronto, is a former correspondent for the Associated Press. His work has
appeared in the Wall Street Journal, the Atlantic, the New York Times, Tablet and
other publications. He lives in Jerusalem.

“Part one is about a series of incidents beginning in 1994 at the Israeli army
outpost we called the Pumpkin, seen through the eyes of a soldier,  Avi, who was
there before me,” writes Friedman. “Part 2 introduces two civilians, mothers,
who helped bring about the unraveling of the military’s strategy. Part 3 describes
my own time on the hill, and the experiences of several of my friends on the hill,
and the experiences of several of my friends in the outpost’s last days.”

The war that Friedman and his IDF comrades fought in south Lebanon pre-
saged what came just a few years later — IEDs, videotaped attacks, hit-and-run
attacks, “a strong modern military facing a much smaller, but ultimately more
determined and very extreme enemy,” he concedes.

But, as Friedman said on CBC Books (May 3, 2016), it happened there first.
Years later, the author tracked down some of his former fellow soldiers who

also served at this outpost. “Now in their late 30s and early 40s, on the cusp of
middle age, I would just sit down and talk to them about the Pumpkin,” he writes.

“I would sit with them and I would look at their photographs, and bring my
own photographs as a way to spur people’s memories. It’s a real cross-section of
Israeli society; we were all soldiers then, but everybody has gone off in their own
direction. There were farmers and doctors and a physicist and a film director and
people doing all kinds of stuff. All we share is this bizarre experience.”

Apart from anything else, Friedman makes us care in a profound way about
his fellow soldiers at Pumpkin. He also is not unsympathetic (although not ide-
ologically) to those they were fighting against. He humanizes them. Friedman
also questions the Israeli government’s dubious decisions that led to the second
IDF involvement in south Lebanon. On 4 February 1997, two Israeli transport
helicopters collided over She’ar Yashuv in Northern Israel while waiting for
clearance to fly into Lebanon. A total of 73 IDF soldiers were killed in the dis-
aster. Some of those deceased had served at Pumpkin, and were returning there.
The author movingly remembers them with deft prose.

The final part recounts Friedman’s return to Lebanon, using his Canadian pass-
port, after the events he describes had ended, in, as he says, “an attempt to under-
stand them better.” 

“When I was in Lebanon as an Israeli, I had a hard time seeing the enemy as
dramatically different from me,” the author admits. “It was pretty clear to me
even then, looking at that hostile town from the outpost, if the parents of the
Hezbollah fighters had been moved to Canada, we’d probably have been at the
same high school and we would have hung out in the hallway.” 

Reality, though, hits home. 
“When I went back to the Pumpkin in the fall of 2002, I thought it was a con-

clusion— an end to that war, and to the disquiet it left me and the others it
touched,” Friedman reflects. “But I sensed then, and know now, that I was
wrong. It wasn’t a conclusion. On the hill we had been at the start of something:
of a new era in which conflict surges, shifts, or fades but doesn’t end, in which
the most you can hope for is not peace, or the arrival of a better age, but only to
remain as safe as long as possible. None of us could have foreseen how the
region would be seized
by its own violence—
the way Syria, a short
drive from the outpost,
would be devoured,
and Iraq, and Libya,
and Yemen, and much
of the Islamic world
around us. The outpost
was the beginning. Its
end was still the begin-
ning. My return as a
civilian was still the
beginning. The present
day might still be the
beginning. The
Pumpkin is gone, but
nothing is over.”

Plus ça change, plus
c’est la même chose.

Award-winning Canadian-born author recounts experience serving in Lebanon
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Best wishes for a Happy New Year to all our
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586-8409



Ed. note: The follow-
ing story was suggested
to us by former
Winnipegger Phyllis
Nurgitz,  mother of
Roben Nurgitz. Roben
owns and operates a suc-
cessful women’s bou-
tique in Jasper, Alberta,
known as “Tea Leaf”. 
By KAYLA BYRNE

Jasper’s Tea Leaf
Boutique owner, Roben
Nurgitz was among 39
Jewish fashion industry
mavens from around the
world recently selected
for the trip of a lifetime.
The group was invited to
see Israel beyond main-
stream media headlines
and dive into the coun-
try’s cutting-edge world
of fashion.

“The country has so
much incredible talent.
The fashion there is very
European, but created for
the desert heat. There’s so much embroidery and
beadwork,” Nurgitz said. “I think that’s why they
had this trip–to get away from all the war talk and
to allow people to see the country’s positive
side.”

The trip, from July 25 to August 3, was orga-
nized by the Israel-based organization, the
Jewish Women’s Renaissance Project (JWRP),
something Nurgitz hadn’t even heard of until a
few months ago.

Last winter, one of Nurgitz’s friends sent her a
link to the organization’s website.

“I was just scrolling through and I saw that they
were offering this amazing all-expenses paid
fashion trip,” Nurgitz said. “It really struck my
interest so I thought I would apply but I didn’t
think much of it at the time.”

For the application process, Nurgitz had to sub-
mit an essay explaining why she thought she was
a “fashionista.”

“I don’t really know what being a fashionista
means or why exactly I stood out among 300
applications,” Nurgitz said. “I like to think that
maybe they sensed my passion for the industry.”

In her winning essay, Nurgitz stated that her
love affair with fashion started as far back as she
could remember. As a small child growing up in
the 1960s, she spent many hours watching her
grandfather–a tailor by trade–finely stitching
together vibrant patterned dresses, glamorous

pant suits, perfectly fit-
ted hats accompanied by
large pompoms, and of
course, matching purses
for all.

“He was my original
inspiration, but I’ve
always appreciated how
someone can have an
image in their head and
put it down on paper and
create this beautiful
piece with different fab-
rics and textures and
colours,” Nurgitz said.

Nurgitz’s essay also
highlighted her degrees
in clothing and textiles.

It wasn’t until six
months later that she
finally heard back from
the organization.

“I just couldn’t believe
it. I was so excited to
experience all this fash-
ion and to make all these
connections and also
reconnect with my own

heritage,” said Nurgitz, adding that as one of only
a handful of Jewish people in Jasper it has been
difficult to keep in touch with her faith.

According to JWRP, the organization’s goal is
to empower and inspire women about the rich
beauty of their Jewish heritage.

“I think that I was the only woman in the whole
group that doesn’t come from a community with
Jewish people,” Nurgitz said. “I think the orga-
nizers thought it would be special for me to meet
with other Jewish women because I don’t get a
lot of opportunities.

“It was really empowering to be able to connect
with all these women that I have so much in com-
mon with and who understand me.”

During the nine-day trip, Nurgitz and the other
fashion designers, consultants, and bloggers
toured Tel Aviv, Israel’s fashion capital, taking in
various fashion shows, exploring art collectives
and listening to numerous style-savvy speakers.

“The whole trip was really about opening up to
the idea that Israel has this huge up-and-coming
industry and that they want to expose that to peo-
ple that will share it with communities all over
the world,” Nurgitz said.

After meeting with various local designers,
Nurgitz said she’ll carry four new Israel-based
fashion lines at her shop in Jasper.

Reprinted with permission from the Jasper
fitzHUGH

Invited to see Israel’s thriving fashion industry

ROBEN NURGITZ
recently invited to Israel as part of a group

of  fashion industry representatives
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By REBECA KUROPATWA
We have all heard at least one story

about someone who has taken giving
to a whole other level. And, the truth
of the matter is we can all achieve this
or at least be a part of such an effort.

All it takes is imagination and the
ability to dream big. 

Matthew Boroditsky, now 20, was
born in Chicago, Illinois to Lisa and
Alan Boroditsky. Alan, the son of
Diane and Dr. Richard Boroditsky,
grew up in Winnipeg, where  most of
the Boroditsky family still lives.
Alan’s zaida, David Boroditsky, was a
prominent figure in the community, as
a great chazzan of his era. Alan’s great
-zaida, Getcha,  started Bell Bottling,
famous for the Wynola soft drink.
(Some still refer to Bell Bottling as
“The Boroditsky Belly Wash.”). 

From the time he was only three
months old, Matthew Boroditsky has enjoyed
spending time around the shores of Lake
Winnipeg, along with his brothers, Jordan and
Noah. Several summers ago, the Boroditsky
family bought a cottage in Gimli, where they
still  regularly enjoy spending quality summer
family time. 

Back to giving big, such is the case with
Matthew Boroditsky, who was diagnosed with
Hodgkins Lymphoma at the age 17, in 2013.

Hodgkins Lymphoma is a form of cancer that
is relatively rare, accounting for about 0.5% of
all cancers and 15% of all lymphoma cancers

diagnosed.
Approximately 900

people are diagnosed
with Hodgkins
Lymphoma in Canada
each year. It is more
frequently seen in
males than females,
and more often occurs
between the ages of
15-39, as well as after
age  55. 

Boroditsky moved
to Vancouver at four
months of age with
his family, where he
has lived for most of
his life. 

Thinking back,
Boroditsky recalls, “I
had just returned to
school for my Grade
12 year after playing
in a hockey tourna-
ment over the sum-
mer months, when
things quickly
changed for me.

“All of a sudden,
my life was put on
hold, as the only
focus became fighting
this disease over the
next eight months of
my life. During this
time, I never truly
understood the mag-
nitude of influence
this experience would
have on my life.” 

Just as he and his

family began settling into the treatment sched-
ule, they were approached with the opportunity
to be granted a wish by The Children’s Wish
Foundation. “This was a unique and intriguing
opportunity, one that I did not take lightly,” says
Boroditsky. 

“It was quite overwhelming when I first fully
realized the vast possibilities associated with this
wish. After several days of thought, I felt sure I
wanted this wish to be one I could look back
upon many years later.

“I wanted to make a wish that could serve as a
constant reminder, not only to me, but to the
greater community, about the importance of
gratitude – hopefully, sharing a small bit of what
I learned through my experience. Thus, I came to
the conclusion that I would like my wish to be a
giving wish.”

In March 2013, Boroditsky and several class-
mates had the opportunity to visit Project Somos
in a southern Guatemalan community as part of
a service-learning experience. 

Project Somos is an eco-sustainable alternative
community for at-risk mothers and children in
Guatemala. It exists, among many other factors,
as a result of an ongoing recognition of rising
poverty and poor access to education and med-
ical care. 

In line with Project Somos’ commitment to
environmental sustainability, a 960 square foot
building is in the planning stages of being built
with earthquake-resistant earth bag construction
and which will feature solar hot water and elec-
trical power. 
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MATTHEW BORODITSKY - diagnosed with
Hodgkins Lymphoma in 2013, but determined not to
let the disease slow him down. He is currently raising
funds to help build a medical clinic in Guatemala - in
conjunction with the Children’s Wish Foundation.

Continued on next page.



“The people in rural areas, such
as, Chivarabal (where Project
Somos is located) often don’t have
the money to cover transportation
to a medical clinic,” says
Boroditsky. “If they do manage to
get to a free clinic, they might not
be able to afford the medication
prescribed...Even generic drugs are
prohibitively expensive.

“There aren’t many systems in
place for long-term health condi-
tions and preventative care is com-
pletely lacking. 

“Realizing the limitations and the
precarious situations people find
themselves in, the tragic lack of
what we, at home, would consider
basic simple care sparked the idea
of constructing a medical clinic on
site.” 

When the idea was first con-
ceived, Boroditsky was not fully
aware of how this could be done.
But, when he went to Children’s
Wish and started discussing with
them how he wanted to use his
wish, they helped translate his
dream into a reality.

“I wanted my wish to make a dif-
ference in this world and to contin-
ue to help the people of Guatemala
for many years to come, trying to
parallel the philosophy of Project
Somos in its recognition of the
importance of sustainability,” says
Boroditsky. 

“The people at Children’s Wish
have been, from the very begin-
ning, extremely supportive sur-
rounding the initiative and did everything they could to help make it become a reality. Children’s
Wish is truly a remarkable organization that I’m proud to have been able to work with.”

And so, nearing the end of his treatment, in partnership with Children’s Wish, Boroditsky has
directed the initial funds into the medical clinic for Project Somos. 

But, the planning of a medical clinic and
neighbourhood house at the Project Somos site
has been challenging. 

Boroditsky, friends, and family are continuing
to fundraise to help raise the remaining neces-
sary money to make this wish a reality. 

They are planning a fundraising and celebra-
tion event next month – on October 13 – from 7-
8:30 pm at St. George’s School (at 4175 W 29th
Ave, Vancouver, BC).

Boroditsky and his family and friends believe
that together with others they will be able to
make a huge change in these people’s lives.

And, Boroditsky is not planning on stopping
there. He has moved to Hamilton, Ontario, to
study at McMaster University toward a Bachelor
of Health Sciences, hoping to practice one day at
the clinic he is helping to build.

“Life has a funny way of evolving,” says
Boroditsky. “I never would have even imagined
I’d be involved in a project like this so far from
home. I feel we have an obligation as a global
community to help each other, and I know that
many of you reading this feel the same way.”

For more information, visit https://www.face-
book.com/helpingadreamcometrue/ and to
donate, go to
communit/#.V1TQNUK7JB4.email. A tax
receipt will be issued by the Compassionate
Fruit Society (non-profit for Project Somos).

To read more about Boroditsky’s story, see
http://projectsomos.org/2016/08/letter-from-
matthew-boroditsky-a-giving-wish.html.
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Happy Rosh Hashanah
from Faye Tessler

Joel & Brenda Donen & family
Michael & Michelle Tessler & family

Imperial Soap and Supplies Ltd.

1518 Inkster Blvd.  204-586-8147

Visit us online @ www.imperialsoap.comMatthew Boroditsky with Kevin. “Kevin was the boy who
broke his arm on the trip while we were on site and sparked
this idea (to build a medical clinic) for me.”

“This is us and the kids enjoying the playground we built on
the project in 2013.”

Continued from previous page.
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By MARTIN ZEILIG
Rina Lapidus is a full teaching professor in the Department of

Comparative Literature, Bar-Ilan university, Israel. Her research interests
include 19th and 20th century Hebrew literature, Jewish-Russian literature,
and Russian literature. Her studies, including books and articles, have
appeared in Hebrew in Israel, in English in England and the United States,
and in Russian in Russia.

Dr. Lapidus will be giving a talk at the University of Manitoba on
Thursday, September 29, from 1:00 pm - 2:30 pm, 409 Tier Building.

Her subject will be: “The Russian-Jewish female spirit: Jewish Women
writers in the Soviet Union,” says a press release from the Judaic Studies
Department of the University of Manitoba.

“This talk explores the lives and works of four authors and inquiries into
what a Soviet feminine Jewish self might have looked like.

“Everyone is welcome!”

In addition, Dr. Lapidus will be speaking at 7:30 pm on October 5, 2016
at a forum titled “Unknown Jewish poets and writers killed in the Second
World War and executed by Stalin”.

The event will be held at the Ukrainian Labour Temple (591 Prichard
Avenue), and is spon-
sored by the United
Jewish People’s
Order.

We interviewed Dr.
Lapidus  in late
August via email from
her home in Israel.

The Jewish Post &
News: How long have
you been researching
this topic?

Rina Lapidus: I have
been researching the
works of unknown
Jewish writers and
poets for many
decades.

JP&N: Where are the works of
these writers available today?

RL: Some works of these young
writers are found in libraries, anti-
quarian bookshops and archives in
Israel and the former Soviet Union,
while some were published after the
war in Soviet postwar collections,
newspapers, and periodicals in
Russian, Yiddish, and Ukrainian. I
purchased these works through pri-
vate dealers in books in remote places
all over the former Soviet Union.
Other works by these young writers
and poets were in fact published but
are not to be found in libraries, anti-
quarian bookshops or archives, but
only in the personal collections of pri-

vate individuals, as rare books or personal souvenirs.

JP&N: Is their work being studied today? How popular was it during
their lives?

RL: The writers and poets represented in my talk were young and did not
have enough time to realize themselves. The huge wave of Stalinist terror and
the terrible Second World War broke out and destroyed most of them.
Alternatively, they were drafted into the Red Army and, sooner or later, killed
in action. While all of them were very productive, and in some cases their
work was published in various Soviet newspapers and periodicals for youth,
none of them succeeded in establishing a reputation as a poet. The majority
of them had never seen a single line of their works published. In most cases,
their works have been completely unknown for 70 or 80 years after their
death. I am sorry to say that in most cases my researches and investigations
are the first scholarly study dealing with their productions. The names of
these talented poets, who met a cruel fate, have been forgotten. Indeed, by
and large, the scholarly world never even knew that these works existed.

JP&N: Where were these poets and writers murdered and in what way?
Did some die on the battlefield during the war, in the gulag, Lubyanka
prison in Moscow, or how?

RL: There were many ways for a person to lose his or her life in that hor-
rendous era, and a Jewish one in particular. People were killed in battle
(according to official Soviet sources, approximately 20,000,000 soldiers
were killed in battle or slaughtered in captivity); during interrogations in
prisons; in the labor camps in Siberia (according to official Soviet sources,
approximately 10,000,000 political prisoners died in the Soviet camps); or
were executed by the Nazis as part of the Holocaust of the Jews within the
borders of the Soviet Union (approximately 2,400,000 Jews were murdered
by the Nazis in the Western parts of the Soviet Union); or were killed while
fleeing from the Nazis by anti-Semites, or died from hunger and diseases.
To summarize the situation in a few words, it may be said that it was prob-
ably easier to lose one’s life than to save it in that terrible time.

JP&N: Do any of them have relatives alive today?
RL: Some of these young writers and poets have very distant relatives liv-

ing today in Israel, US and the former Soviet Union– in particular, in Ukraine.

JP&N: What is the lesson, if any, and apart from the basic historical
information about these writers, that you want audience members to come
away with from your talk?

RL: The conclusion to be drawn is that Jewish culture and Jewish litera-
ture in the Soviet Union was much richer, deeper and more diverse than is
realised. Many spiritual treasures of the Jewish people in Russia are still
unrevealed. How many brilliant young talents were destroyed in those ter-
rible years!

Israeli professor here to speak about unknown Jewish  writers of the former Soviet Union

Prof. RINA LAPIDUS


